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LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


QOVBBNOE. 


Bis  Ezeellency  the  Bight  Honourable  Datid,  Earl  of  Glasoow,  Knight  Orand  Crosg  of  th« 
Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Oeorge. 


THE  MINI8TEY. 


Premier,  Minister  for  Pablio  Works,  Minister  of 

Defence,  and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 
Attomey-Qeneral  and  Colonial  Secretary 

Minister  of  Edaoation,  Commissioner  of  Stamp 
Duties,  and  Minister  of  Labour 

Unister  of  Lands  and  Immigration,  Minister  of 
Agrienltwre,  and  Commissioner  of  Forests 

Colonial  Treasnier,  Postmanter-Oeneral,  Electric 
Telegr^>h  Commissioner,  Minister  of  Marine, 
Minister  of  Commeroe  and  Industries,  and 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs 

Mitiister  of  Mines  and  Minister  of  Justice 

Bepreaenting  Native  Race  (without  Portfolio)   . . 

Member  of  Ezeontive  Council 


The  Hon.  Bichabd  John  Seddoh. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Fatbick  Alphohbub  BuckCiBT, 

E.O.M.a. 
The  Hon.  William  Pbhbeb  Bbbtbb. 

The  Hon.  John  McEenzis. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  Geobqe  Wabs. 


The  Hon.  Alfbbd  Jbbohb  Cadicah. 

The  Hon.  Jakes  Oabboll. 

The  Hon.  William  Moktoombbt, 


ROLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLOBS. 


Adsnd,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canter- 
boty. 

BtQlie,  Hon.   William  Douglas   Hall,    Marl- 
boiongh  (Chairman  of  Committees). 

Buniooat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

GoU,  Hon.  William  Mouat,  Otago. 

Bonsr,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Bowen,  Hon.  Charles  Christopher,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  Sir  Patrick  AlphonsuB,K.C.M.G., 
Wellington. 

I>ignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland  (died  20th  Oct.) . 

Pddwick,  Hon.  Henry,  Otago. 

Oisce,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  C.M.Q.,  Wel- 
lington. 

Hsrt,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington  (died  16th  Sept.). 

Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Jenkingon,  Hon.  John  Edward,  Canterbury. 

Jennings,  Hon.  William  Thomas,  Auckland. 

lohniton,  Hon.  Charles  John,  Wellington. 

Kelly,  Hon.  Thomas,  Taranaki. 

Knmy,  Hon.  Courtney  William  Aylmer Thomas, 

Htrlboiough. 
Ktir,  Hon.  James,  Westland. 

UKOtegor,  Hon.  John,  Otago. 
UuteU,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wel- 
lington. 

Millei,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago  (Speaker). 


I  Montgomery,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 

Morris,  Hon.  Oeorge  Bentham,  Auckland. 
I  McOaliough,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
,  McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 
I  Oliver,  Hon.  Bichard,  Otago. 
I  Ormond,  Hon.  John  Davies,  Napier. 
I  Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 
I  Pharazyn,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 

Beynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 

Bichardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Wellington. 

Bigg,  Hon,  John,  Wellington. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 
;  Shephard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 
I  Shnmski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 
I  Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Cantei- 
i      bury. 

,  Stewart,  Hon.  William  Downie,  Otago. 
I  Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Keiei,  Otago. 

Wahawaha,  Hon.  Bopata,  N.Z.C.,  Auckland. 

Walker,  Hon.  Lancelot,  Canterbury. 

Walker,  Hon.  William  Campbell,  Canterbury. 
:  Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  E.C.M.O.> 
I      Hawke's  Bay. 
!  Wbyte,  Hon.  John  Blair,  Auckland. 

Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  EE  PEE  SENT  ATI  VES. 


Allen,  James,  Bruce. 

Bell,  Francis  Henry  Dillon,  City  of  Wellington. 

Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 

Buddo,  David,  Kaiapoi. 

Buick,  Thomas  Lindsay,  Wairau. 

Button,  Charles  Edward,  City  of  Auckland. 

Cadman,  Hon.  Alfred  Jerome,  Waikato. 

Camcross,  Walter  Charles  Frederick,  Taieri. 

Camell,  Samuel,  Napier. 

Carroll,  Hon.  James,  Waiapn. 

Colling,  William  Whitehouse,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 

Crowther,  William,  City  of  Auckland. 

Duncan,  Thomas,  Oamaru. 

Duthie,  John,  City  of  Wellington. 

Eamshaw,  William,  City  of  Dunodin. 

Flatman,  Frederick  Robert,  Pareora. 

Fraser,  William,  Wakatipu. 

Graham,  John,  City  of  Nelson. 

Oreen,  James,  Waikouaiti. 

Grey,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  George,  E.C.B.,  City  of 
Auckland. 

Guinness,  Arthur  Bobert,  Grey  (Chairman  of 
Committees). 

Hall,  Charles,  Waipawa. 

Hall-Jones,  William,  Tima,ru. 

Harris,  Benjamin,  Franklin. 

Heke,  Hone,  Northern  Maori. 

Hogg,  Alexander  Wilson,  Masterton. 

Houston,  Bobert  Morrow,  Bay  of  Islands. 

Hutchison,  George,  Patea. 

Hutchison,  William,  City  of  Danedin. 

Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 

Kelly,  James  White,  Invercargill. 

Kelly,  William,  Bay  of  Plenty. 

Lang,  Frederic  William,  Waipa. 

Lamach,  Hon.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Tuapeka. 

Lawry,  Frank,  Famell. 

Mackenzie,  Thomas,  Clutha. 

Mackintosh,  James,  Wallace. 

Maslin,  William  Stephen,  Rangitata. 


Massey,  William  Ferguson,  Waitemata. 

McGowan,  James,  Thames. 

McGuire,  Felix,  Egmont. 

McKenzie,  Hon.  John,  Waihemo. 

MoKenzie,  Roderick,  Buller. 

McLachlan,  John,  Ashburton. 

McNab,  Robert,  Mataura. 

Meredith,  Richard,  Ashley. 

Millar,  John  Andrew,  Chalmers. 

Mills,  Charles  Houghton,  Waimea- Sounds. 

Mitchelson,  Hon'.  Edwin,  Eden. 

Montgomery,  William  Hugh,  EUesmere. 

Morrison,  Arthur,  Caversham. 

Newman,  Alfred  Kingoome,  Wellington  Sub- 
urbs. 

O'Regan,  Patrick  Joseph,  Inangahua. 

O'Borke,  Hon.  Sir  George  Maurice,  Kt.,  Mana- 
kau  (Speaker). 

Fskrata,  Tame,  Southern  Maori. 

Pere,  Wi,  Eastern  Mewjri. 

Pinkerton,  David,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Piiani,  Frederick,  Pahnerston. 

Beeves,  Hon.  William  Pember,  City  of  Chritt- 
church. 

Russell,  George  Warren,  Riccarton. 

Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Saunders,  Alfred,  Selwyn. 

Seddon,  Hon.  Richard  John,  Westland. 

Smith,  Edward  Metoalf,  New  Plymouth. 

Smith,  George  John,  City  of  Ghristohnrch. 

Stevens,  John,  Rangitikei. 

Steward,  Hon.  William  Jukes,  Waitaki. 

Stout,  Hon.  Sir  Robert,  K.C.M.G.,  City  o£ 
Wellington. 

Tanner,  William  Wilcox,  Avon. 

Te  Ao,  Ropata,  Western  Maori. 

Thompson,  Robert,  Marsden. 

Ward,  Hon.  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 

Willis,  Archibald  Duddingston,  Wanganui. 

Wilson,  James  Glenny,  Otaki. 
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Explanation  of  Abbbeyiations. 

bt.,  Introduotion  of  Bill. — IB.,  2b.,  3b.,  Fiist,  Second,  and  Third  Reading. — Dis.,  Discharged. — 
h.,  HoQse  of  Representatives. — I.e.,  Legislative  Council. — Adj.,  Adjoomment  or  Adjourned. 
— ^Amend.,  Amendment. — ci.,  Claaae. — 0}m.,  Committee  of  the  whole  House  or  Oomnaitted. 
— Beoom.,  Recommitted  or  R«committal. — Sel.  Com.,  Select  Committee. — Conf.,  Conference. 
— Cons.,  Consideration.  —  Deb.,  Debate.  —  Ezpl.,  Explanation. — Instr.,  Instruction. — m., 
Motion. — Obs.,  Observation. — q..  Question. — m.g..  Main  Question.— p.g.,  Previous  Question. 
— Bap.,  Report. — r.p..  Report  Progress. — Res.,  Resolution. 


Abatioin  and  SUmghUrhousea  BUI, 
k..  Com.  657 ;  3b.  659 
he.,  iB.  681 ;  2b.  760 ;  3b.  803 

Acetic  Acidf 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Kellj),  445 

A^oumment, 

*.,  m.  (Mr.  Pirani),  83;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  302; 
m.  (Mr.  B.  M.  Smith),  351 ;  m.  (Mr. 
McOuire),  449 ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  571 ;  m. 
(Mr.  Buchanan),  619,  &o.  ;-f».  (Mr.  MoNab), 
909 ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1134 
he.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bigg),  584 ;  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A. 
Buckley),  929 ;  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley), 
1139 


Jmnt-GmmrtU, 
*.,  q. 


.  (Dr.  Kewman),  612 


Aiken,  J., 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  81 

Aicokolie  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  610 

AiXKH,  Mr.  3.,  Bruee, 
Adjoomment,  m.  84 
BeUamy's,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  522 
Binder-twine,  q.  82 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  986 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  638 
Extra  Clerks,  m.  518 

Covemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  31 
Kait«ngata  Riding,  q.  346 


Allbn,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
495 ;  m.  585 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  237  ;  Com.  243,  &b. 

Licensing  Bill,  Com.  569,  &o. 

Lime  Freight  on  Railways,  q.  255 

Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  3b.  936 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  885 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  775 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1008 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  Cons, 
of  Amend.  882 

Public  Works  Statement,  m.  749 

Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  753 
Supplementary  Estimates — 
Class  VIII.,  1077 
Class  IX.,  1078 

War  Stores,  m.  530 

Waitahuna  Oold-proepecting,  q.  345 

Amalgamation  of  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
Colonial  Bank, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  80 ;  q.  (Mr.  Tanner),  81 ; 
2.   (Mr.   O'Regan),    186  ;•  o.    Mr.   G.    W. 
Russell),  905 

Appropriation  BUI, 
h.,  1b.  and  2b.  and  Com.  1102 ;  3b.  1103 
U.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  1082 

Appropriation  Bills, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  1129 

"  Arab  "  and  "  Shah  "  Teas, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  446 
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Atseta  Company, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  RuBsell),  905 

Audit  Department, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  Pirani),  7 

Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ward),  586,  629 

Awamoko  Dairy-factory, 
h.,  J.  (Major  Steward),  184 

Awaroa  Survey  District, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang),  251 

Awarua  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  900 


Baillix,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough  (Chair- 
man of  Committees,  l.c.), 
Ballance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  926,  928 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  2 
Destroying  Useless  Documents,  m.  862 
Ventilation  of  Council  Chamber,  m.  929 

Ballance  Monument, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  686  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  938 
I.C.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  926 

Band  Contest, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  614 

Banking  Bill, 

h.,  1  and  2b.  943  ;  Com.  967 ;  3b.  968 
I.e.,  iB.  973 ;  2  and  8b.  1018 

Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
h.,  g.  (Captain  Russell),  347;  q.  (Mr.  Ijamach), 

448,  444 ;   q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  448 ;  g.  (Mr. 

G.  J.  Smith),  608 ;  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  907 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  333 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Colonial  Bank, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ward),  241 

BatA  of  New  Zealand  Olobo  Assets, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  448 

Babnicoat,  Hon.  3.  W.,  Nelson, 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  889  &o.,  930 

Barton,  Judge,  Correspondence, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Duthie),  584 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill, 
h..  Com.  874 

Bellamy's, 
h..  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  518 

Bbll,  Mr.  P.  H.  D.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  m.  460 
Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  590, 

632,  634 
Banking  BUI,  2b.  946;  3b.  969 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  609 


Bkll,  Mr.  P.  H.  D.— continued. 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  983 
Foreign  Insurance  Gompttnies'  Deposits  Bill^ 

2b.  159 
Guaranteed  Banks  Amalgamation  Prohibi- 
tion Bill,  q.  449 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

21 ;  Com.  801,  395 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  782 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

493,  596 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1089 ;  3b.  1097 
Income-tax  Bill,  Com.  1068 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ao- 

qusition  Bill,  2b.  193 ;  3b.  268 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  3b.  986 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  882 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  772 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1072 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  465 ;   Com.  480 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  920,  979  &c. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  941 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  112 ;  m.  780 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1082 
Producing  documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

q.  347,  Ac. 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  Com.  694 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  1077 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  704 
Wanganui  Art-unions,  q.  847 
Water-supply  Bill,  Com.  680 

Bills  discharged, 
h.,  251,  892,  936 
I.C.,  161 

Binder-twine, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  82 

Blaremberg,  H.  von, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  617 

Bolt,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Otago, 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  16 
Brown,  Major'C.TO.  390,  932 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  m.  1015 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

558 ;  Com.  583 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  171 ;  m.  685 
Railway  Officers,  q.  929,  1016 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  336 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  182 
Ventilation  of  Council  Chamber,  m,  929 

BoNAB,  Hon.  3.  A.,  Westland, 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1082 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  75 
Death  uf  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  2 
Factories  Bill,  Com.  806 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2b.  504 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

560 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  1017 
Hastings  Borough  Loan  and  Empowering 

Bill,  3r.  117 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  Com.  1081 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  864 
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BoHAs,  Hon.  3.  A. — eotUinued. 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  487;  Com. 
501 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  575 

Otago  Harbour  Boud  Fnxther  Empowering 
Bill,  Com.  1025 

PiiTileges  of  the  Council,  m.  682 

Bailway  Officers,  q.  2 

Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  685 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Com.  985; 
Cons,  of  Amend.  1080 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Ainend.  515 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion BUI,  2b.  79 

Boroughs  Lighting, 
le.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  McCnllough),  71 

Bowxs,  Hon.  C.  C,  Canterbury, 

B<nrough8  Lighting,  m.  75 

Blown,  Major  C,  m.  S91,  932 

District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates, m.  804 

Qovemment  Advanoes  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
536 

QoTemment  Railways  Bill,  2b.  167 ;  Cons,  of 
Amend.  648 

Labonr  Bills  Committee,  m.  245 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  293;  3b. 
392 ;  Recom.  392 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  864 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  415;  Com. 
501 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  574,  576,  £84 

Ptivil^es  of  the  Council,  m.  681,  760 

Poblio  Works  Bill,  2b.  582 

School-attendance  Bill,  2b.  250 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  481 

Brown,  Major  C., 
K,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  764 

Le.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  389 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Kelly), 
886,  930;  9.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  1014 

BucHAKAN,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa, 
Abattoirs   and  Blanghterhousas  Bill,  Com. 

659 
Adjoomment,  m.  90,  357,  619 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1122 
Audit  Office  and  Public  Tnist  Office,  ffl.  587, 

591.632 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  950 ;  3b.  968 
Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  766 
ClaMTille  Telephone,  9.  345 
Comities  Vehfole-Lioensing   Bill,  2b.    798; 

Com.  801 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  635 
Disease  in  Stock,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  894 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2b.  157 
Government  Advances  to  SetUers  Bill,  2b.  SO 
Government  life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  920 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

598 
Horowhenna  Block  Bill,  2b.  1091 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  789 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  877 ; 

Com.  924 


BucEASAN,  Mr.  W.  C— continued. 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
495 ;  m.  585,  586 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Land  Ac- 
quisition BiU,  2b.  198 

Licensinft  Bill,  Com.  568,  i&c. 

Midland  Railway  Contract  BiU,  2b.  829 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  779 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  479;  Cons,  of 
Amend.  978 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  109;   Com. 
331,  &o. ;  8b.  865  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  565 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1028 

Public  Works  Statement,  m.  736 

Bating  Bill,  Com.  91 

San  Francisco  Mail-service,  Com.  688,  &d. 

Supply — 
Class  IV.,  1077 
Class  X.,  1078 

Wairarapa  Unemployed,  q.  343, 618 

BucKi.!:?,  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.,  E.C.M.O.,  WOtingUm 
(Attomey-Oeneral  and  Colonial  Becretuy), 
Adjournment,  m.  929 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1085 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  and  3b.  1018 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  SS8 
Brown,  Major,  C,  m.  389,  &o. ;  m.  890, 930; 

q.  1014 
Cheviot  and  Pomahaka  Estates,  q.  282 
Criminal  Code  Bill,   Cons,  of  ^end.  755, 

&o.  ;  m.  80S  ;  Obs.  865  ;  m.  929 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  m.  1014 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  2 
I      District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  805 
Education  Endowments,  m.  306 
Factories  Bill,    Com.    297,    306;    Cons,    of 

Amend.  500 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

488,  561 ;  3b. 647 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  1016 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  161,  180  ;  3b. 

284  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  647  &o.,  682  &o. 
Hastings  Borough  Loan  Validation  and  Em- 
powering Bill,  2b.  117 
Hikutaia  No.  1  Block  Boundary  Bill,  2b.  1080 
Horowhenua  Post-ofBce,  g.  535, 975 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  2b.  247 
Lake  Forsyth  Drainage  Bill,  2b.  116 
Land  for  Settlements  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

535,  &a. 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition BUI,  2b.  307,  310 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  BUI,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  975  ;  Com.  1020,  1024 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  BiU,  2b.  863 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  651,  657 
New  Zealand  Consols  BUI,  2b.  415,  490 ;  Com. 

500,  &o. ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  573,  Ac. 
Otago  Central  Railway,  m.  755 
President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Obs. 

580 
PrivUeges  of  the  CounoU,  m.  682 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  m.  763 
Public  Works  BiU,  2b.  580;  Com.  807 
Railways  Authorisation  BUI,  2b.  1017  ;  8b. 

1020 
Railway  Officers,  q.  2,  929, 1016 
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Buckley,  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.,  K.O.M.G. — continued. 

Shearing  at  Uenmore  Station,  m.  573,  603 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  246 ; 
Cons,  of  Amend.  480,  483 

Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  69 

Switchback  Railways,  g.  573 

Taumatu  Block,  ;.  2 

Trustees  Bill,  2r.  768 

Water-supply  Bill,  2b.  759 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion Bill,  2b.  78 

Wilson  Land  Bill,  2r.  892;  Com.  976 

BcDDO,  Mr.  D.,  Kaiapoi, 

Adjournment,  m.  86 

Clorer-seed, ;.  5 

Counties  Vehicle-liceosing  Bill,  2b.  798; 
Com.  896 

Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  636, 645 

Disease  in  Stock,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.,  895 

Domain  and  Cemetery  Boards,  q.  844 

Fishing  in  Ashley  Biver,  g.  616 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  877; 
Com.  925 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  200 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  3r.  362 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b.  868 

Stoats  and  Weasels,  g.  1100 

War  Stores,  m.  530 

BuiCK,  Mr.  T.  L.,  Wairau, 
Foot-rot,  q.  81 

Qovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2r.  18 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  146, 158 
Police  Constables  moved,  q.  6 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  634 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  1076 

BiMer  CotU  Companies, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  B.  McKenrie),  79 

BuUtr  CotU-miftes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  MoKenzie),  120 

Bttiiness  of  the  Setsion, 
(Schedale  thereof), 
h.,  1129 

Buth-buniing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  446 

Butler,  K.  S.  W., 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  448 

BcTTON,  Mr.  C.  E.,  City  of  Auekland, 

Adjournment,  m.  456 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  208  ;  3b.  272 

Licensing  Bill,  Com.  579,  &c. 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  838 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Sb.  469 ;  Com.  567 

Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill,  2b.  940 

Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  Com. 
942 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  8b.  363 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1043 


BuTTOS,  Mr.  C.  E. — continued. 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  m.  1066 
Shops    and   Shop-assistants  Bill,   Oons. 

Amend.  328 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  709 


of 


Cadman,  Mr.  A.  C.  J.,  Waikato  (Minister  of 
Mines  and  Minister  of  Justice), 

District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, q.  1102 

Ell,  G.  W.,  g.  899 

Heron,  J.,  g.  1099 

Inangahua  Mining,  g.  1100 

Government  Printing  Office,  q.  344 

Mines  Statement,  425 

Mining  Bill,  2b.  866 

Mining  Industry,  g.  902 

Mountain  Hut  Water-race,  q.  899 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
987 

Supply- 
Class  v.,  1075 
Class  IV.,  1077 
Class  IX.,  1078 

Waitahuna  Gold-prospeoting,  q.  345 

Westport  and  Koranui  Coal  Leases,  g.  897 

Cape  Fottltoind  Railway-sleepers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Began),  617 

Cabncboss,  Mr.  W.  C.  F.,  Taieri, 
Qoyemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  59 ; 

Com.  280 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1068 
Shops  and  Shops-assistants  Bill,  Oons.    of 

Amend.  327 
War  Stores,  m.  582 

Oabhbu:.,  Mr.  S.,  Napier, 
Meanee  Floods,  q.  119 

Oabboll,  Mr.  J.,  Waiapu  (Representing  Native 
Race,  without  Portfolio), 

Adjournment,  m.  917 

Hemi  Pareara,  g.  908 

Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1088 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  228 

Little  Barrier  Island  Poiohase  Bill,  2b.  680 

Maioha,H.,  g.  908 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2r.  880;  Cons,  of 
Amend.  979 

Robertson,  E.,  q.  1101 

Wairoa  Natives,  q.  904 

CatUn's  River  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  1099 

Caversham  Telephone, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Morrison),  448 


Charitable  Aid, 
'     I.  (Mr.  T.  1 
tussell),  1102 


h.,q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  1098 ;  g.  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Ru     "' 


Charitable  Aid  and  Main  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  1099 
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Chantable  Aid  to  Chinamen, 
A.tf.  (Mr.  Hogg),  901 

Cheoiot  imd  Pomahaka  Ettatti, 
U.,  q.  (Hod.  Mr.  Ormond),  282 

Ch*oiot  Schools, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  44a 

h.,q.  (Mr.  Collins),  60 ;  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Bassell), 
611 

OAm««  and  other  Atiaties, 
li.,  m.  (Mr.  Meredith),  S 

Ckmne,  dc..  Poll-tax, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  904 

Ckinese  Premises, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  CoUins),  263 

Ctm'Z  Seroants, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ho^),  263 

ClareoiUe  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Baohanan),  345 

Clements,  Mrs.,  and  Another, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  118 

Clomre, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  903 

Ckntr-teed, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  S 

Coal, 

k.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  600 

Cool  Bonus  Btll, 
h..  Com.  875 

Coal  Exports, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  MoKenzie),  608 

Coujiis,  Mr.  W.  W.,  City  of  Ckristchurch, 
Adjournment,  m.  804,  461,  912 
Bellamy's,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  528 
Chinese,  g.  80 

Chinese,  fto..  Poll-tax,  q.  904 
Chinese  Premises,  q.  2S8 
Gastoms  Entry-forms,  q.  618 
Edacation    Board    Members'  Expenses,  m. 

657 
Fruit,  &c.,  sent  to  Hospitals,  q.  1101 
Olanon,  Mrs.,  q.  610 
Lands  ImproTement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 

qnisition  Bill,  3b.  273 
lioenaing  Bill,  Com.  579,  &e. 
Members  of  the  House   of  Representatives 

ff.345 
Umisterial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  777 
K«w  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  180 
North  Canterbury  Charitable  Aid  Board,  q. 

184 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.  444 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1040 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  743 


CoixiMS,  Mr.  W.  W. — continued. 

Shops   and    Shop-assistants    Bill,   Cons,  of 
Amend.  324 

Supply- 
Class  IX.,  1076 

Colonial  Bank, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  448 

Compensatioii  for  Military  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  908 

Controller  and  Auditor- General, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1098 

Corretpondence  with  Judge  Barton, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  257 

Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  795  ;  Com.  800 ;  3k.  802 ;  Com.  896 ; 

3b.  896 
2.c.,lB.  886;  2b.  1026 

County  Council  ValTtations, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGuire),  617 

Criminal  Code  Bill, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  McNab),  632 ;  3b.  657  ;  m.  (Mr. 

Seddon),  780 ;  Cona.  of  Amend.  918,  981 
I.C.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  755,  803,  865,  929 

Obowtreb,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Auckland, 
Adjournment,  m.  84,  456,  915 
Bellamy's,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  522 
Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  768 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  799 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

29 ;  Com.  242 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  791 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  848 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1071 
New  Zealand  Consolfl  Bill,  2b.  115  ;  3b.  365 
Railway  Bridges,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  702 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

988 ;  m.  1066 
Shops    and   Shop-assistants   Bill,   Cons,   of 

Amend.  323 
War  Stores,  m.  531 

Customs  Entry-forms, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  618 

Customs  Revenue, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  8  ;  {.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchi- 
son), 255 

Customs  Tariff, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  901 


Dairies  BUI, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  343 

Dairy  Industry  Bill, 
h..  Com.  685 ;  Sb.  647 
l.e.,  IB.  647  ;  2b.  681 ;  3b.  803 
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Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  989 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Sii  P.  A.  Buckley),  1014 

Death  of  the  Son.  Mr.  Hart, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  2 

Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill, 
h..  Via.  892 

Declarations  before  Postmasters, 
h.,  s.  (Mr.  McNab),  346 

Delegate  to  England  to  float  Companies, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Maokenzie),  845 

Destroying  Useless  Documents, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  862 

Disease  in  Stock, 
h..  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Iiawry),  894 

Distillation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  493 ;  Dis.  892 

Distress  for  Rent  Abolition  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  2S1 

District  Court  Judges  aiid  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  1102 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  MacQiegor),  803 

Divisions, 
h..  Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  Com. 

657 
Adjournment,  m.  571,  1134 
Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  1103 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  967 ;  Com.  967 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  Com.  874 
Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  770 
Coal  Bonus  Bill,  Intro.  875 
Counties  Vehiole-licensing  Bill,  2b.  800 ;  Com. 

800 ;  3b.  802 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  645 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 

242,  279,  298,  394  ;  Sb.  414  ;  m.  602,  788 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1096 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  BUI, 

2b.  795 ;  Dis.  939 
Income-tax  Bill,  Com.  1068 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  Com.  160 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Com.  886, 

924 
Land-drainage  Bill,  Com.  1065 
Lands  Imrovement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  241 ;  Com.  243 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  159,  568,  577, 602 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  862 
Ministerial  Residences   Sale   Bill,    2b.  676 ; 

Com.  676  ;  3b.  779  ;  pass  780 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  480,  496,  667 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  592  ;  Conf.  979,  981 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  942 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  Com. 

942 


Divisions — continued. 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,    2b.   115,   153; 

Com.  331 ;  3b.  370 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1058 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  Com. 

879,  880 
Post  OlSce  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  938 
Producing  Documents  in  Supreme  Court,  m, 

851 
Public  Works  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  499,  532 
Rating  Bill,  Com.  90 

San  EVanoisoo  Mail-service,  m.  691,  693  &e. 
School-attendance  Bill,  Com.  160 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

988, 1067 
Shops    and   Shop-assistants   Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  322,  330 
Sitting  of  the  House,  m.  671 
Southern  Railway  Bridges,  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

896 
I.C.,  Adjournment,  m.  584,  929 
Ballance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  929 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  78 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  1027 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  758 
Destroying  Useless  Documents,  m.  863 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  807 
Factories  Bill,  Com.  298,  306 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

564 ;  Com.  576,  583,  604 ;  3b.  647 
Hikutaia  No.  1  Block  Boundary  Bill,  2b. 

1080 
Labour  Bills  Committee,  246 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  392 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  865 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  865 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  490;  Com. 

502 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  651,  607 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  686 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  BiU,  Com.  935 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.   118, 

181,  246  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  483 
Tramways  Bill,  Com.  117 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion BiU,  2b.  79 

Divisions  in  Hansard, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  865 

Domain  and  Cemetery  Boards, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  344 

DraiTynpes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  618 

Duke  and  Duchess  of  York's  Visit, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  446 

Duke  of  York's  Son, 
l.e..  Message  from  Governor,  802     > 

DuscAH,  Mr.  T.,  Oamaru, 
Adjournment,  m.  85 
Band  Contest,  q.  614 
Counties   Vehicle-licensing    Bill,    Cons,    of 

Amend.  801 ;  3b.  802 
Dairy  Industry  BiU,  Com.  640 
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OoKOAS,  Mr.  T. — eontinued. 
Extra  Clerks,  Kep.  Sel.  Com.  517 
G»y,  H..  q.  6 

QoTemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  46 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  ko- 

qaisition  Bill,  2b.  221 
Post   and  Telegraph   Department   Bill,   2b. 

871,  872  ;  3b.  883 
Sonth  Sea  Islands,  m.  1131 
Supply,  m.  1073 

Class  VIII.,  1075 

Class  Xni.,  1079 

Dimedin  Cement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pinkerton),  908 

Ditnedin  Public  Abattoin  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

Dmtroon- Livingstone  Mail  and  Waimate  Poit- 

office, 
L,  i;.  (Major  Steward),  897 

Duthie,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Andit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  588 
Banking  Bill,  2k.  951 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  3. 907 
Bellamy's,  Bep.  Sel.  Cora.  524 
Brown,  Major  C,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  765 
Correspondence  with  Judge  Barton,  q.  257  ; 

m.  584 
Exodus  to  Australia,  ;.  256 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2b.  156 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  12 
International  Cable  Conference,  q.  907 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  571 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  846 
Ministerial  Residences    Sale  Bill,  2b.  674; 

3b.  773 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  140 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  898 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b.  867 
Bailways  Authorisation  Bill,  2b.  923 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,    m.    688,  692, 

695 
Shops  and    Shop-assistants   Bill,    Cons,  of 

Amend.  328 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1130 
Stamp  Bill,  Com.  680 

Stealing  Flowers  from  the  Cemetery,  q.  257 
Tariff  Committee,  m.  260 
Tramways  Bill,  2b.  677 
Westport-Ngakawau      Railway     Extension 

BUI,  2b.  928 


EiBKSHAw,  Mr.  W.,  City  ofDunedin, 
Adjournment,  m.  85,  352 
Bellamy's,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  526 
Qovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

38;  Com.  279, 282,  895 ;  3b.  406 
iMids    Improvement    and    Native    Lands 

Acquisition  Bill,  2b.  219 ;  Com.  274 
Mew  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  131 ;  Com. 

881 ;  3b.  364 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  608 


Eabnbhaw,  Mr.  yf.—eontifMied. 

Post  and   Telegraph   Department  Bill,   2b. 

871  ;  Com.  879,  880  ;  3b.  884 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  746 
Railway  Bridges,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  70S 
Shops    and    Shop-assistants  Bill,    Cons,    of 

Amend.  321,  824 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  1076 
Class  III.,  1076, 1077 

Education  Board  itembera'  Expenses, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Collins),  657 

Education  Endowments, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  McKenzie),  257 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  306 

Eel-weirs  on  Whangape  Lake, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang),  907 

Eight-hours  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Electoral  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Electorates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  118 

Ell,  a.  W., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Q.  3.  Smith),  899 

Eltham  Co-operative  Works, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O.  J.  Smith).  79 

Employers'  Private  Benefit  Society  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  986 

Employment  for  the  Able  and  Willinq, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  609 

Exhibition, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  4 

Exodus  to  Atutralia, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  256 

Extra  Clerks, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  McGowan),  515 


Factories  Bill, 
I.e.,  Com.  297,  306 ;  3b.  806 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

500,  534  ;  Conf.  584,  603 
h..  Cons,  of  Amends.  398,  493 ;  Conf.  592,  629 

Feilding  Library, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  185 

Feldwick,  Hon.  H.,  Otago, 

District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates, m.  807 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 
576 

Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  651 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Pers.  ExpL 
686 
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Fentdte  Paetory  Inspectors, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  346 

Ftneing  BiU, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Wilson),  119;  Dis.  936 

iHre-brigades  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Fiakiitg  in  Ashley  River, 
h.,  g.  (Srr.  Buddo),  616 

PiiATHAM,  Mr.  F.  R.,  Pareora, 
Adjournment,  m.  85 
Brown,  Major  C,  nep.  Sel.  Com.  768 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2r.  798 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  640 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  533 

Flax, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  446 

Foot-rot, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  Buick),  81 

Foreign  Insurance  Companiet'  Deposits  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  153 ;  3b.  425 
l.e.,  IB.  480;  2b.  603;  3b.  580 

Forest  Reserves, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hod.  Mr.  McCullough),  333 

Fbasbb,  Mr.  W.,  Wakatipu, 
Counties  Veliicle-licensing  Bill,  Com.  801 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  793 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1071 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  144 
Fublio  Works  Statement,  m.  746 
Supply- 
Glass  III.,  753 

Frosen-meat  Carriage  on  Railways, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  254 

Fruit,  dc,  sent  to  Hospitals, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  1101 

Fruit  Duty, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  184 

Fruit  Evaporators, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly),  903 


Gay,  H., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  6 

Gisbome  Harbour  BW, 
l.e.,  3b.  245 

Gisborne-Opotiki  Mail-service, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly),  908 

Olaason,  Mrs., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  ColliUR),  610 


Qore  Traffic  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoNab),  898 

QoremnuMt  Advances  to  SMUrs  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  8;  Com.  242,  279,  298,  894;   8b.  896; 

Oonf.  677,  703,  780 
<.e.,  IB.  415;   2b.  483,  .504;  Com.  576,  588, 

604 :  8b.  647 

Oovemment  Advertising, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1098 

Oovemment  Debentures, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  81 

Oovemment  House  Fence, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  344 

Oovemment  Life  Insurance  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  493  ;  2b.  920 ;  3b.  892 
2.C.,  IB.  925;  2r.  1017;  3b.  1014 

Oovemment  Printing  Office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  844 

Oovemment  Railways  BUI, 

,  h.,  3b.  79 ;    Cons,  of  Amend.  315,  498,  594, 

647 
l.e.,  iB.  69;  2b.  161 ;  3b.  284,  536;   Cons,  of 
Amend.  682 

Gbacb,  Hon.  M.  S.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington, 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  1018 
Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  891,  934 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  1017 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  164 
Labour  Bills  Committee,  m.  246 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  291 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2b.  975 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  70 

Graduated  Taxation, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  185 

Gbabam,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  54 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  568 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  817 
School-attendance  Bill,  Com.  160 
Topbouse  Tragedy,  q.  906 

Orapes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  5 

Gbkbn,  Mr.  J.,  Waikouaiti, 
Extra  Clerks,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  517 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  792 
Pomnbaka  Purchase,  m.  1000 
Shops  and    Shop- assistants    Bill,    Cons,  of  . 

Amend.  320 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  11.S0 

Orey  Education  District, 
h.,  q.  (Sir.  Guinness),  8;^ 

Orey  River- Blackball  Rootl, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  G16 
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Ouaranteed  Batiks  Amalgamation  Prohibition 
Bitt, 
k..  Via.  S31 ;  9.  (Mr.  Bell),  449 

GuiHirBSS,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Orey  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, h.), 

Bailance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  938 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Conf.  988 

District  Coart  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, q.  iioa 

Extra  Clerks,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  516,  518 

Grey  Bducation  District,  q.  82 

Grey  Kiver-Blackball  Road,  q.  615 

Heron,  J.,  q.  1099 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  854 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  582 

Police,  9.  613 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b. 
868 

Prodacing  Docnments  in  Supreme  Court,  m. 
849 

Secrataty  and  Inspector  of  Factories,  q.  618 

Shops  and  Shop-assistanta  Bill,  Com.  819 ; 
Cons,  of  Amend.  822 

Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  909 

Qwa  Industry, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  119 


Hau.,  Mr.  C,  Waipatoa, 
Compensation  for  Military  Service,  q.  909 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  642 
Government  Adveinoes  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  61 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1053 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  Com. 

881 
Woodville  Co-operative  Works,  q.  618,  909 

Hux.-Joirss,  Mr.  W.,  Timaru, 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  3b.  802 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  60 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  123 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2r.  869 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  326 

Barbours  BiU, 
h.,  m.  677,  708.  780 
U.,  3b.  647 

Hassis,  Mr.  B.,  Franklin, 
Adjournment,  m.  460 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  BiU,  2b.  63 
Onehunga  Wharf,  q.  609 
Scoria-ash  Carriage  on  Railways,  q.  343 
Volunteers'  Long-service  MedeJs,  q.  609 
War  Stores,  m.  531 

Wfaangarata  and  Pairata  Railway-stations, 
J.  899 

Hart,  Death  of  tlie  Bon.  Mr., 
i.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1 
le.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  2 

Hattinga  Borough  Loan  Validation  and  Em- 
powering Bill, 
J.C.,  2b.  117 :  3b.  101 


Bawkers  and  Ptdlan  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

HxKE,  Mr.  H.,  Northern  Maori, 

Adjournment,  tn.  916 

Brown,  Major  C,  m.  769 

Historical  Places,  q.  607 

Hoiowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1093 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  231 ;  3b.  272 

Little  Barrier  Island  Porohase  Bill,  2b.  680 ; 
m.  893 ;  8b.  936 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  Sb.  834 

Native  Expenditure  Civil  List,  q.  1100 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  383;  Com.  197 
&c.,  567,  592 ;  3b.  598 ;  m.  977,  981 

Paeara,  H.,  q.  908, 1101 
'    Prodnoing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
m.  349 

Rating  Bill,  Com.  91 

Sea-fisheries  Bill,  3b.  885 

Tongariro  National  Park  Bill,  2b.  679 

Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  703 

Hemi  Paeara, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Heke),  908,  1101 

Beriot-Boxburgh  Railway, 
h.,    q.    (Mr.    T.    Mackenzie),   1099;    ;.  (Mr. 
Ltunach),  1099 

Beron,  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  1099 

Bikutaia  Block  Boundary  BUI, 
h.,  2r.  1085 ;  3b.  1085 
I.C.,  iB.  and  2b.  1080 

Biatorioal  Places, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Heke),  607 

HooG,  Mr.  A.  W.,  ifasterton. 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  954 

Charitable  Aid  to  Chinamen,  ;.  900 

Civil  Servants,  q.  253 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  m.  988 

Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  643 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  BiU,  3b.  14 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2k.  213 

Local  Bodies'  Valuation  Correspondence,  q. 
613 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  777 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  123 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1011 

Publio  Works  Statement,  m.  717 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  BiU,  m.  319 

South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1131 

Wellington-Wairarapa  Railway  TrafSc,  q. 
615 

Borowlienua  Block  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  892;   2k.   1086;   8b.  1097;    Cons,  of 

Amend.  1129 
i.c.,  IB.  1079 ;  28.  1080 ;  Com.  1080 ;  3r.  1082 

Borowhenua  County  Bridges, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  344 
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Eorowhenua  Poit-offiee, 
h.,  (Mr.  Pinni),  897 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mi.  Rigg),  685 

■BoipitaU  and  Charitable  Aid  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  298 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  BiU, 
h..  Die.  939 

Hospitals  and  Chariiable  Aid  Boards   Special 
Empowering  Bill, 
h.,  Di8.  251 

HousTOK,  Mr.  B.  M.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Kauri  Land,  ;.  898 
Kirikiri  Telephone,  q.  253 
Native  Iiand  Court  Bill,  2b.  468 ;  Com.  496 
Producing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

m.  350 
Taipu-Feria  Telephone,  q.  898 
Tautori,  M.,  q.  901 

Sdtchison,  Mr.  O.,  Patea, 

Adjournment,  m.  84,  86,  453 

Ballance  Memorial,  m.  938 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  949;  Com.  967;  3b.  968, 
972 

Bellamjr's,  m.  518,  521,  526 

Colonial  Bank,  q.  448 

Customs  Revenue,  q.  255 

Divisions  in  Hansard,  q.  865 

Govemment  Debentures,  q.  81 

Gbvemment  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  931 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  224 

Local  Bodies  "  Thirds  "  and  "  Fourths,"  j. 
184,  444,  899 

Ministerial  Allowances,  q.  347 

Ministers'  Travelling-allowances,  q.  900 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  m.  919,  977,  979 

Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill,  2b.  940 

Native  Land  Purchase',  q.  903 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2u.  103 ;  m.  564, 
565 

Poraahaka  Purchase,  m.  1004 

Public  Works  Statement,  m.  727 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  q.  903 

San  Francisco  Mail-service,  m.  692,  693,  696, 
699' 

Tariff  Commission,  m.  258 

War  Stores,  m.  530 

Hutchison,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses    BiU,   Com. 

658 
Adjournment,  m.  85 
"  Arab  "  and  "  Shah  "  Teas,  q.  446 
Bellamy's,  m.  528 
Coal,  q.  609 

Duke  and  Duchess  of  York's  Visit,  q.  446 
Employment  for  the  Able  and  Willing,  q.  609 
Extra  Clerks,  m.  516 

Govemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  47 
Kindergarten  Schools,  q.  612 
Maintenance  Men  on  Railways,  q.  254 
Fomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1028 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  734 


HuTCHiaoH,  Mr.  VI. — continued. 
Railway  Charges  on  Fruit,  Ac,  m.  252 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  321,  323 
State  Farm,  q.  5. 


Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Inangahua  Minmg, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  1100 

Income-tax  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  and  2a.  1067 ;  Com.  1067 ;  3b.  1068 
J.C.,  IB.  1079  ;  2b.  and  Sb.  1080 

Indictable  Offences  Summary  Jurisdiction  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  584  ;  3b.  1028 

Inebriates, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  B.  Stout),  8 

Inebriate  Asylums, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  1099 

Inspection  of  Machinery  BiU, 
/».,  Com.  160;  3b.  160 
U.,  IB.  161 ;  2b.  247 ;  3b.  306 

Insurance  Companies, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Millar),  425 

ItttereoUmial  free-trade, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  5,fil5 

International  Cable  Conference, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  907 

InvercargiU  Racecourse  Trustees  Empowering 
BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  892 


Jackeytoum-Palmerston  Bailway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  609 

James  MitcheU  Trust  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  977 
2.C.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  1014 

Jbnkinson,  Hon.  J.  £.,  Canterbury, 
Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  760 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  174, 181 ;  8b. 

284 
Railway  Officers,  m.  929 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  69,  571 
Tramways  Bill,  Com.  116 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion Bill,  2b.  78 

Jennings,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland, 
Dignan,  Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.,  nt.  1015 
Qovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

545 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  166 
Shops  and  Sbop-assistants  Bill,  m.  284 
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JOTCE,  Hr.  7.,  LyUeUon, 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  764,  766 
Lyttelton  Tnnnel  and  Samner  Estnaiy,  g. 

904 
N«w  Zealand  Gross,  9.  905 

fymetion  Bead  and  Zigtag, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  HoOuiie),  901 

imria  BiU, 
ft.,I>iB.S51 


Kailangata  Riding, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  846 

Kami  Land, 
K,  q.  <Mr.  HoDston),  898 

EiLLT,  Hon.  T.,  Taranaki, 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  890,  886 
Destroying  Uselesa  Doonments,  m.  863 
Gofsmment  Advances  to   Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

538 
Goreininent  Railways  Bill,  2it.  170;  Com. 

684 
Ministerial  Besidences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  868 
New  Zealand  Consols  BiU,  m.  575 
Privileges  of  the  House,  m.  682 
PnbUc  Works  BiU,  2b.  682 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  BiU,  2b.  885 
School-attendance  BiU,  2b.  251 
Slops  and  Shop-assistants  BUI,  Com.  247 
Tmatees  BiU,  2b.  759 

KsLLY,  Mr.  J.  W.,  InvercargUl, 
Acetic  Aoid,  q.  446 
Adjoomment,  m.  911 
Bellamy's,  m.  527 

Coonties  Vehicle-licensing  BUI,  2b.  1027 
Fmit  Evaporators,  q.  908 
Oovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

410 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  595 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill,  2b. 

795 
Pcet  and  Telegraph    Department  BiU,  2b. 

869,870;  m.  881 ;  3b.  882 
Railway  Employes,  q.  614 
Bangiora  Court,  m.  79 
Sea-fisheries  Bill,  2b.  706 
Seaward  Bush  Settlers,  q.  902 
Workmen's  Wages  BiU,  2b.  708 

Xeixt,  Mr.  W.,  Bay  of  Plenty, 
Oisbome-Opotiki  Mail-servioe,  q.  903 
Oovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,fn.  894 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  569 
Uatata  Native  School,  q.  5 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  478 
Kative  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  941 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  487 
Personal  Explanation,  572 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  m.  762 
Robertson,  E.,  {.  1101 


Eblly,  Mr.  W.— eoNttnued. 
Supply— 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Part  I.— 
Class  IX.,  1076 
Taekata  te  Tokoiti,  q.  188 
Waitekanri  Telephone,  q.  448 

KtUy't  Creek  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O.  J.  Smith),  80 

EjiBB,  Hon.  J.,  Wettland, 
Ballanoe  Memorial,  m.  927 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  805 
Oovemment  Advances   to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

549 ;  Com.  588 
Oovemment  Railways  BiU,  2b.  169 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  864 
New  Zealand  Consols  BiU,  2b.  488;   Com. 

500 
PrivUeges  of  the  Houses,  m.  763 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  BUI,  2b.  342 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  462 
Westland  and  Nelson   Coalfields   Adminis- 
tration BiU,  2b.  78 
WUson  Land  BiU,  Com.  976 

KetOe'i  Petition,  Judge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  WUUs),  610 

Kindergarten  School*, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  612 

Kirikiri  NaUioe  School  SiU  BiU, 
l.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  Sb.  1079 

Kirikiri  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  252 


Labour  BUlt  Committee, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Rigg),  245 

Lake  Forsyth  Drainage  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  116 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  515 ;  2b.  875 ;  Com.  886,  924 ;  3b.  925 
{.e.,  iB.  925 ;  2b.  976 ;  3b.  1014 

Land-drainage  Bill, 
h..  Com.  1065 
I.C.,  IB.  1079 ;  2b.  and  3b.  1080 

Land  for  Settlements  BUI, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.   Speaker),  498  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

528 ;    Cons,   of   Amend.  680 ;    m.   (Mr.  J. 

McKenzie),  584,  780 
l.e.,  Com.  285,  392 ;  8b.  415  ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

586,  572 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill, 
h.,  IB.  79 ;  2b.  186 ;  Com.  243  ;  3b.  262 
I.C.,  IB.  282 ;  2b.  307 ;  8b.  480 
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Lakg,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Waiim, 
Awaroa  Surrey  District,  q.  351 
Eei- weirs  on  \Vhangape  Lake,  ;,  907 
Government   Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  8b. 

405 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  235 
Native  Land  Court  BUI,  2b.  477 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  148 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Tuapeka, 
Bank  of  Nevr  Zealand,  q.  448,  444 
Charitable  Aid  and  Main  Roads,  q.  1099 
Graduated  Taxation,  g.  185 
Inebriate  Asylums,  q.  1099 
Mining  Industry,  q.  612,  616 
New  Zealand  Loui  and  Mercantile  Agency 

Company,  <;.  444 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  187,  616 
President  of  the    Bank  of   New    Zealand, 

Obs.  577 
Tax  on  Mortgages,  q.  186 
Waipori  Dredges,  q.  616 

Laundries,  dc, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O.  J.  Smith),  254 

Lawby,  Mr.  F.,  Pamell, 
Adjournment,  »i.  457 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  636 
Dignan,  Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.,  989 
Disease  in  Stock,  m.  894, 896 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  m. 

786 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  446 
Pumice  Insulation,  q.  1102 
Railway  Workshops  Employes,  q.  US 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  m.  694,  695 
South  Sea  Islands,  m,  1131 

Ltgialative  Council, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  902 

Legitimatioa  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  8b.  657 

Z/icenses, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  900 

Liemsing  Additional  Bars, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  1102 

Licensing  Bill, 
h.,  Com.  159,  568,  577,  602 

lAitle  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  577  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  892  ;  3a.  986 
I.C.,  IB.  926:   Rep.   Sel.  Com.  973;  2b.  976; 
Com.  1020 ;  3b.  1024 

Lime  Freight  on  SaUways, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  255 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Conversion  Bill, 
/».,  IB.  1028 

Local  Bodies'  "  Thirds  "  atid  "Fourths," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  184,  444,  899 


Local  Bodies'  Valuation  Correspondence, 
h..  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  613 

Local  Bating, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  444 

Lunatics  Bill, 
h.,  Du.  261 

Lyttelton  Tunnel  and  Sumner  Estuarg, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  904 


MacGbboob,  Hon. }.,  Otago, 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  1019 

Brown,  Major  C,  m.  931 

Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  102T 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  76T 

District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  808 

Factories  Bill,  Com.  298 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
662 

Government  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
650,688 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  292 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  423;  Com. 
501 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  574 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 
Bill,  Com.  1025 

Privileges  of  the  Council,  m.  681 

Railway  Officers,  q.  1016 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Com.  935 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  482 

itacktmie  County  Boundary  Extension  Bill, 
l.e.,  Dis.  161 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  T.,  Clutha, 

Adjournment,  m.  866,  912 

Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1124 

Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  682 

Catlin's  River  Railway,  q. 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  1098 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Rep.  of  2nd  Conf,  984 

Di^ry  Industry  Bill,  Com.  688 

Delegate  to  England  to  float  Companies,  q. 
846 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 
394 ;  3b.  408,  414 

Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  9S1 

Heriot-Roxbuigh  Railway,  q-  1099 

Income-tax  Bill,  2b.  10G7 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Com.  886, 
924 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  195 

Licensing  Bill,  Com.  670 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  883 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  8r.  777 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Rep.  Conf.  979 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  Com.  381 

Public  Works  Statement,  m.  748 

Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty,  q.  1099 

San  Francisco  Mail-service,  »i.  689,  &o. 
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Hackekzie,  Mr.  T. — continued. 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons.  o(  Amend. 

10C6 
Shops  and   Shop-assistants    Bill,    Cons.  o{ 

Amend.  323 
Supply,  m.  1073 
Taiifi  Cominittee,  m.  259 

Mackihtosh,  Mr.  J.,  Wallace, 
Pomabaka  Purchase,  m.  1030 

Uaioha,  B., 
b.,  9.  (Mi.  Mitchelson),  903 

Majoribanks,  R.  C,  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  902 

Vastbuc,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 

Brown,  Major  C,  m.  887,  890,  986 ;  q.  1014 
Governmenc  Bailways  Bill,  Oons.  of  Amend. 

619.685 
Little  Barrier  Island   Purobase   Bill,  Com. 

1024 
Slops  and    Shop-assistcmts  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  488 

Jfi^is  and  Agricultural  Teaching, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLachlan),  80 

Uaslin,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Rattgitata, 
Adjournment,  m.  89 
Counties  Vehicles- licensing  Bill,  2b.  800 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

30;  Com.  300 
Shops  and   Shop  -  assistants  Bill,  Cons,    of 

Amend.  328 

Massey,  Mr.  W.  T.,  Waitentata, 
Adjoomment,  m.  89,  457 
County  Council  Valuations,  q.  617 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  639 
Drainpipes,  q.  613 
Government   Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

44,  50 ;  Com.  895 ;  3b.  406 
Gum  Industry,  q.  119 
Kative  Land  Court,  Bill,  2b.  474 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  138 
Sheep  Disease  in  North  Island,  q.  4 
Stage  System  on  Kailways,  q,  616 
Supply — 

PubUe  Works  Fund,  753 
Warkworth  Roads,  q.  4 

ll<Uata  Native  School, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  5 

UcCoLLOCOE,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  71,  77 
Forest  Reserves,  tn.  333 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

556 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  421 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  491, 
605 

McGowAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 
Bellamy's,  m.  521,  522 
Extra  Clerks,  m.  515 
n— 86 


McGowAK.  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 
2b.  157 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  790 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  209 

Licensing  Bill,  Com.  569 

Mining  Industry,  q.  902 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  998 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend, 
988,  1066 

Supply- 
Supplementary  Estimates,  1077,  &c. 

McGviBE,  Mr.  F.,  Egmont, 
Adjournment,  m.  449,  462 
Ballance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  938 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  764 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  800 
Extra  Clerks,  m.  518 
Junction  Road  and  Zigzag,  q.  901 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  212 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  842 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Rep.  Conf.  978 
New  Plymouth  Harbour,  {.  443 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  145 

McKenzie,  Mr.  3.,  Waihemo  (Minister  of  Lands 
and  Immigration,  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
.  and  Commissioner  of  Forests), 

Adjournment,  m.  83,  84,  304,  910 

Aiken,  3.,  q.  81 

Assets  Company,  q.  905 

Awamoko  Dairy-factory,  q.  184 

Awaroa  Survey  District,  q.  254 

Awarua  Block,  q.  900 

Bush-burning,  q.  445 

Cluver-seed,  q.  5 

Compensation  for  Military  Service,  q.  908 

Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2z.  799 

Dairies  Bill,  q.  343 

Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  643,  645 

Declarations  before  Postmasters,  q.  346 

Disease  in  Stock,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  895 

Domain  and  Cemetery  Boards,  q.  344 

Drainpipes,  q.  613 

Education  Endowments,  tn.  257 

Fencing  Bill,  3.  119 

Flax,  q.  446 

Foot-rot,  q.  81 

Fruit  Evaporators,  i;.  903 

Gore  Traffic  Bridge,  q.  898 

Horowhenua  County  Bridges,  <;.  344 

Junction  Road  and  Zigzag,  q.  901 

Kaitangata  Riding,  q.  346 

Kauri  Land,  q.  898 

Land  for  Seltlements  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
494,  528,  580,  584,  586 ;  Conf.  780 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  186,  237  ;  Com.  244 ;  3b.  276 

Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2b.  680; 
Rep.  Sel.  Com.  1893 ;  3b.  937 

Local  Bodies'  "Thirds"  and  "Fourths,"  <j. 
184,  900 

Majoribanks,  R.  C,  and  Others,  q.  902 

Meanee  Floods,  q.  119 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  840 
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McKxMziE,  Mr.  3. — eontimted. 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  188,  265 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  619,  898 
Otara  Block,  q.  446 
Pohangina  Road  Board,  q.  252 
Pohangina  "  Thirds,"  q.  899 
Fomabaka  Purchase,  m.  990,  10S9, 1060 
Pamice  Insulation,  q.  1102 
Publio  Works  Statement,  m.  739 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  q.  619 
Seaward  Bush  Settlers,  q.  908 
Sheep  Disease  in  North  Island,  q.  4 
Shops  and    Shop-assistants    Bill,   Cons,    of 

Amend.  318 
Small-farm  Associations'  Roads,  q.  900 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  q.  1100 
Sugar-beet,  i;.  80 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  1076 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1078 
Tautari,  M.,  q.  901 
ToDgariro    National    Park    Bill,    2b.   678; 

8b.  788 
Turangarere-Ohingaiti  Road,  q.  254 
Watercourses,  <;.  81 
Wellington  Land-sales,  ;.  184 
White  Ants,  ;.  80 

McKbnzik,  Mr.  R.,  BulUr, 
Adjournment,  m.  86,  916 
Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  630 
Banking  Bill,  Com.  967 ;  3b.  970 
BuUer  Coal  Companies,  q.  79 
Bailer  Coal-mines,  q.  120 
Coal  Exports,  q.  608 
Counties   Vehicle -licensing    Bill,   2b.   798; 

Com.  800 
GoTenunent  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

67 ;  Com.  280 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  578,  602 
Minister  of  Railways,  q.  848 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  497 
Recapturing  Prisoners,  q.  908 
Shops  and    Shop-assistants   Bill,    Cons,   of 

Amend.  323 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  1076 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1077,  &o. 
Westport  Telephone,  q.  80 

McLachlan,  Mr.  J.,  Athburton, 
Adjournment,  m.  86 

Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  Com.  896 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  640 
Maps  and  Agricultural  Teaching,  q.  80 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  140 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants   Bill,  Cons,   of 
Amend.  328 

McLbam,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Destroying  Useless  Documents,  m.  862 
Oovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

648,  676,  683 ;  Com.  606 ;  3b.  647 
Oov^rnment  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  1017 
Oovemment  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

661,  684 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  977. 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2b.  974 ; 

Com.  1024 


McLbak,  Hon.  Q. — eontmued. 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  486 ;  Com.  501 
Personal  Explanation,  672 
Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Bill,  Com. 

975 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  681 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  685 
Shippmg  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Conf.  1080 
Shops    and    Shop-assistants  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  483 
Water-supply  Bill,  2b.  759 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Com.  975 

MoNab,  Mr.  R.,  Uataura, 
Adjournment,  m.  909 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  797 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Obs.  532 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  646 
Declarations  before  Postmasters,  q.  346 
Oore  Traffic  Bridge,  q.  898. 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill 

2b.  793 
Land-drainage  Bill,  Com.  1065 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  668,  670,  602 
Majoribanks,  R.  C,  and  Others,  q.  902 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1071 
Otara  Block,  o.  445 
Personal  Explanation,  83 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  683 
Shops  and   Shop-assistants  Bill,   Cons,   of 

Amend.  823 
Supply — 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1079. 

M»anu  Floods, 
h.,  q.  (Mi.  Camell),  119 

liembers  of  the  Houae  of  Representatives  aiio 

Members  of  Educatum  Boards, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  345 

Mebedith,  Mr.  R.,  Ashley, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  q.  610 

Cheviot  Schools,  q.  445 

Chinese  and  other  Asiatics,  m.  3 

Dairy  Industy  Bill,  Com.  641 

Government  Advances  to  Settlen  Bill,  2b.  20 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  790 

Land-drainage  Bill,  Com.  1065 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also  Members  of  Education  Boards,  q.  345 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  8b.  774 

Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1072 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  998. 

Shops  and   Shop-assistants  Bill,  Cons,    of 
Amend.  324 

Supply- 
Supplementary  Estimates,  1077,  &e. 

Waikari  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  q. 
119 

War  Stores,  m.  630 

Middle  District  University, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  607,  897 

MIU.AB,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Chalmers, 
Counties    Vehicle  -  licensing  Bill,   2b.    799; 
Com.  800 
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ITTTT-Aitj  Mr.  J.  A. — continued. 
InsTuanoe  Companies,  m.  125 
MinJBterUl  Beeidencas  Sale  Bill,  Oom.  676 ; 

3b.  779 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  3b.  1S8 
San  Fianoisco  Mail-service,  m.  689 
Sea-fishehes  Bill,  Com.  885 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

987 
Tramways  Bill,  2a.  676 
West  Haibour,  q.  904 

ICuxs,  Mr.  0.  H.,  Waimea- Sounds, 

Adjonnunent,  m.  624 

Andit  Office  and  Pnblic  Trust  Office,  m.  591, 
632 

Bellamy's,  m.  524 

Brown,  Uajor  C,  m.  767,  769 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Rep.  of  Conf.  982,  984 

Electorates,  q.  118 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  196 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  848 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2B.  476 

Parliamentary  Officials,  g.  1101 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  995 

Primary-school  Scholarships,  q.  119 

Mines  Statement, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Cadman),  425 

Mining  BiU, 

k.,  iB.  393  ;  2b.  866 :  3b.  1028 
Le.,  IB.  1079 ;  2b.  and  3b.  1080 

JftiMii^  Companie*  Bill, 
k.,3B.65;  3b.  584 
U.,  IB.  608 ;  2b.  681 ;  8b.  862 

Ifittiit;  Dittriets  Land  Occupation  Bill, 
it.  3b.  1028 
U.,  IB.  1079;  Sb.  and  3b.  1080 

Mining  Diatrieti  Land  Occupation  BiU, 
k.,  Dis.  936 

Mimng  Industry, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  612, 616 ;  (Mr.  McGowan), 
902 

Miniattr  of  Baihoays, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  McKenzie),  343 

Ministerial  Allowances, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  347,  900 

Ministerial  Besidences  Sale  Bill, 
k.,  IB.  684  ;  2b.  673  ;  3B.  770 
U.,  IB.  803 ;  2b.  863 

KncBELSON,  Mr.  E.,  Eden, 
Adjonrnment,  m.  353,  453 
Customs  Revenue,  <;.  3 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  1 
Oovemment  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

315,  596 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  187 


MiTCBXiAON,  Mr.  E. — continued. 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2b.  680 ; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  892 
Maioha,  H.,  q.  903 
Native  Land  Court  BiU,  2b.  463 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  940 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q.  8, 183, 

255,906 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  m. 

425 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  533 
Public  Works  Statement,  o.  844 ;  m.  710 
Railways  Authorisation  Bill,  Sb.  928 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  758 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  BiU, 

2b.  922 
White  Ants,  q.  80 

MoNTOOMEBY,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury  (Member 

of  Executive  Council), 
Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  760 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  889,  891,  934 
Counties  Vehicle  -  licensing   Bill,   2b.   1026, 

1027 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposit  BiU, 

2b.  SOS,  504 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  541 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  976 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  285,  294 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 

Bill,  Com.  1026 
Privileges  of  the  Council,  m.  681,  682 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  BiU,  2b.  311, 

686 
Sohool-attendanoe  BiU,  2b.  248,  251 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  182 

MoNTGOMEBY,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Ellesmere, 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  Com.  800 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  641,  645 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b  8 ; 

Com.  281,  394 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  780 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  210,  394 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  121 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  534 
Sugar-beet,  q.  80 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  708 

Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Bobinson, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  617 ;  m.  1068 

MoBBis,  Hon.  J.  B.,  Auckland, 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1084 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
.545;  Com.  583 

MoBBisoN,  Mr.  A.,  Caversham, 
Abattoirs   and   Slaughterhouses    Bill,    Com. 

658 
Caversham  Telephone,  q.  448 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ae- 

quisition  Bill,  2b.  222 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  BiU,  3b.  778 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  m.  1071 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  136 
Railway  Bridges,  m.  702 
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Utmntain  Hut  Water-race, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  899 

Municipal  franchise  Enlargement  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  261 

Municipal  Corporalio7is  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 


N. 

Native  Expenditure — Civil  List, 
k.,  q.  (Mi  Heke),  1100 

Native  Land  Court  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  370,  462;  Com.  496,  567,  592 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  918;  Conf.  977;  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

986 
I.C.,  IR.  60S ;  2b.  651 ;  Com.  and  3b.  865 ;  Conf. 

973 

Native  Land  Court   Certificate  Confirmation 

BUI, 
h.,  IB.  657 ;  2b.  989 ;  3b.  936 
2.C.,  3b.  1014 

Native  Land  Purchase, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Q.  Hutchison),  903 

Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill, 
k.,  IB.  393 ;  Com.  942 ;  Sb.  943 
l.e.,  IB.  925 ;  2b.  926  ;  Sb.  1014 

Native  Lands  Claims  and  Boundaries  Adjust- 
ment and  Titles  Empowering  Bill, 
k.,  2b.  657 ;  Com.  942 ;  Sb.  942 
I.C.,  iB.  925 ;  2b.  926  ;  3b.  1014 

Native  Reserves  Accounts, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiatoa),  930 

Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Wellington  Suburbs, 
Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses    Bill,  Com. 

657 
Adjournment,  m.  88,  459,  914 
Agent-General,  q.  612 
Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  591, 

634 ;  q.  1098 
Awarua  Block,  q.  900 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  961 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Globo  Assets,  q.  448    ■ 
Closure,  a.  905 

Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  642 
Death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  1 
Controller  and  Auditor-General,  q.  1098 
Fruit  Duty,  q.  184 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

899 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

594 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1090 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  790 
Income-tax  Bill,  2b.  1067 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  877, 

879 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  849 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  BUI,  Sb.  773 


Newmak,  Dr.  A.  K. — continued. 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.   94 ;  3b.  362  ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  565 
Old  Soldiers'  Pensions,  q.  447 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b.  867 
Public  Works  Statement,  to.  713 
Railway  Befresbment-cars,  q.  1101 
Railways  Authorisation  Bill,  2b.  923 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  m.  688,  692,  &e. 
Sea-asheri.es  Bill,  2b.  706 
Shops    and    Shop-assistants    Bill,   Cons,   of 

Amend.  320 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1130 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  753, 1073,  &c. 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1077 
Syrian  Hawkers,  q.  447 
Taita  Constable,  q.  183 
Tariff  Committee,  m.  258 
Tongariro  National  Park  Bill,  Sb.  788 
Workmen's  Fores  on  Railways,  q.  1101 

New  Plymouth  Breakwater  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  1086 

New  Plymouth  Harbour, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McGuire),  443 

Newspaper  Libel  Limitation  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

New  Zealand  Company's  Land-claimants  Bill, 
I.C.,  2r.  69 ;  8b.  282 

New  Zealand  Cotisols  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  91,  121 ;  Com.  331 ;  3b.  361 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  564,  580 ;  Conf.  592,  780 
I.C.,  IB.  389  ;  2r.  416,  485  ;  Com.  500 ;  3a.  503  ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  573,  576 ;  Conf.  584,  803 

New  Zealaiid  Cross, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  905 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Cotn- 

>pany, 
k.,  q  (Mr.  Larnach),  444 

^«u>  Zealand  Year-book, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  909 

Ngaere  and  Other  Blocks  Native  Claims  Adjust- 
ment Bill, 
I.C.,  3b.  116 

Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  892 

North  Canterbury  Cliaritable  Aid  Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  1S4 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  S,  183,  265,  906 ;  3. 
(Mr.  Lawry),  446 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Raihcay  Loan, 
h.,  VI.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  425 

Noxious  Weeds  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  261 
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<^<iMM;e  PublieatioHS  Bill, 
K,  2b.  and  3b.  584 

Old-o^  Pensiotu, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.   Collins),  444;    q.    (Mr.    G.    W. 
RnsseU),  611 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  619 

Old  Soldiers'  Pensions, 
h.,  9.  (Dr.  Newman),  447 

Oliteb,  Hon.  R.,  Otago, 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  74 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  1027 
Goremment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

540;  Ckm.  583 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  649,  651 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  m.  974 
Mew  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  487 ;  Com.  500 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 

Bill,  Com.  1025 
Peraonal  Explanation,  571 
Privileges  of  the  Conncil,  m.  681,  762 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  341 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  481 

Onekunga  Wharf, 
X.,  q.  (Major  Harris),  609, 619 

O'Rbgab,  Mr.  P.  J.,  InangahtM, 
Adjournment,  m.  621 
.Amalgamation  of  Colonial  Bank  and  Bank 

of  New  Zealand,  g.  185 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  448 
Gape  Foul  wind  Railway-sleepers,  q.  617 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  799 
Criminal  Code  BUI,  Conf.  983 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

41 ;  3b.  409 
Inangahua  Mining,  q.  1100 
Intercolonial  Free-trade,  q.  5,  615 
Iiands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 

qnisition  Bill,  2b.  227,  241 
Licensing  Additional  Bars,  q.  1102 
Uoore,  Hepbam,  and  Robinson,  m.  1072 
School-teachers  Travelling,  q.  1102 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  324 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1131 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  1077 

Obmosd,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Cheviot  and  Pomahaka  Estates,  q.  282 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  2b.  247 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  286,  297 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  307 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  865 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  181 

0*090  Central  Railway, . 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  186 ;  q.  (Mr.  Eamshaw), 

608 ;  a.  (Mr.  Lamach),  615 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  754 


OUigo   Harbour  Board   Further  Empowenng 
Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  977 
2.C.,  IB.  and  2b.  1014 ;  Com.  1025 ;  Sb.  1026 

Clara  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  445 

Paeara,  H., 
h.,  q.  (Sir  B.  Stout),  908 ;  q.  (Mr.  Heke),  1101 


P. 

PABilTA,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  61 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  241 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  478 ;  Com.  567 
Sea-fisheries  Bill,  2b.  706 
Te  Aute  CoUege,  q.  443 
Waihao  and  Waitaki  Natives,  q.  121 

Parliamentary  Officials, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MUls),  1101 

Patea  Foreshore  Vesting  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

Patea  Railway  Befreskment-rooms, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  K.  Stout),  906 

Paumbrokers  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Peacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 

583 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  m.  764 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  807 

Pbbe,  Mr.  W.,  Eastern  Maori, 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  769 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  40 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2e.  375 
Producing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

«t.  350 
Whitiki,  Paora  Patu,  q.  347 

Personal  Explanation, 
h.  (Mr.  McNab),  83 
l.c.  (Hon.  Mr.  Oliver),  571 

Phabazsn,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 

Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  760 
Ballance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  927 
Borongbs  Lighting,  m.  76 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  389,  890,  892 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  1027 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

511 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  165;  «t.  684 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  2b.  248 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  977 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  m.  973, 

974 ;  Com.  1021 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  863 
Native  Land  Conrt  Bill,  Com.  865 
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Pbabazxm,  Hon.  R. — conlinued. 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  418;  Com. 

500,502 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 

BiU,  Com.  1025 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  m.  768 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  813 
Water-supply  Bill,  2b.  759 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Com.  976 

Pharmacy  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

PxNKEBTON,  Mr.  D.,  City  of  Dunedin, 

Dunedin  Cement,  q.  908 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  236 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b. 
869,  870 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  321 

PiBANi,  Mr.  F.,  Palmerston, 
Adjournment,  m.  83,  90,  91S 
Aitken,  J.,  ^.  81 
Amalgamation  of  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 

Colonial  Bank,  q.  80. 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1127 
Audit  Department,  q.  7 
Audit  OfiBoe  and  Publio  Trust  Office,  m.  630, 

634 
Ballance  Memorial,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  938 
Bellamy's,  m.  624 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  768 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  638 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  BiU, 

2b.  157 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

48 ;  Com.  280 
Orapes,  q.  5 

Horowhenua  Post-office,  q.  897 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  790 
Jaokeytown-Palmerston  Railway,  q.  609 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  194  ;  Com.  243 
Midland  Baihvay  Contract  Bill,  2b.  857 
Pohangina  Road  Board,  q.  252 
.  Pohangina  "Thirds," 2.  899 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1060 
Post  and  Telegraph   Department  Bill,  2b. 

867 ;  Com.  879,  880,  881  ;  Sb.  882 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  532,  633 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  m.  688,  693 
School-attendance  Bill,  Com.  160 
Small-farm  Associations'  Roads,  q.  900 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  1076 

Class  III.,  1075 

Class  VIII.,  1075 

Class  IX.,  1076 

Class  X.,  1078 

TO.  1074 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2fi.  700 
Von  Blaramberg,  H.,  q.  617 
Watercourses,  q.  81 
Wellington  Land-sales,  q.  184 
Wellington-Palmerston  Telephone,  q.  6 
Westport  amd  Koranui  Coal-leases,  q.  897 


Pohangata  Boad  Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  262 

Pohangina  "  Thirdt," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  899 

Poitom  Importation  and  Carriage  BUI, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Police, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  613 

PoItc«  Conttablet  moved, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bnick),  6 

Police  Offences  Bill, 
h.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  1086 
2.C.,  iB.  1079  ;  2b.  and  3b.  1060 

"  Police  Reform," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  606,  89G 

Pomahaka  Purchase, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie),  990,  1028 

Post  Office  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  892  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  937 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  686  ;  2b.  866  ;  Com.  879;  SB.  885- 
I.C.,  IB.  886  ;  2b.  926  ;  Sb.  973 

President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Ward),  577 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  580 

Primary-school  Scholarships, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  119 

Privileges  of  (Ac  Bouses, 
h.,  TO.  671,  681,  760,  780 

Producing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  347 

Property  Law  Con»olidati<m  BUI, 
h..  Die.  252 

PubUc  Beserves  Sale  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

Pu62ie  Trust  Office, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ward),  686,  629 

PuUte  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Bill, 
k,  2b.  892;  3b.  892 
I.C.,  IB.  925  ;  2r.  02C  ;  Com.  975  ;  3b.  975 

Public  Works  BiU  (No.  3), 
h..  Com.  499,  532 ;  8b.  534 
Z.C.,  IB.  584 ;  2b.  680 ;  Com.  651, 807 ;  Sb.  806 

Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill, 
l.e.,  IB.  1079  ;  2b.  and  Sb.  1080 
/>.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  Sb.  1085 

'} 
Public  Works  Statement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitohelson),  344;   Laid  on  Table, 
659;  1(1.710,758 
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Pvmtec  Insulation, 
h.,  9.  (Ut.  liawry),  110-2 


SabbU  ^uittmee, 
h..  q.  (Mr.  £.  M.  Smith),  619 

Batlway  Bridget, 
k..  Bap.  8el.  Com.  699 

BttUway  Charges  on  Fruit,  Se., 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  252 

SttHway  Employft, 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  KeUy),  614 

Smbeay  Maintenance  Men, 
K,  9.  (Mr.  WmU),  610 

UaSmay  Offieert, 
Ix.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bonar),  2 ;  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bolt), 
939 ;  Ri.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson),  929 ;  Obs. 
(Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BuoUey),  1016 

Baibcay  Plant,  <te., 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Q.  W.  BosaeU),  901 

BaHwaya  Aitthorisatum  Bill, 
A.,  Is.  806  ;  2b.  923  ;  3b.  892 
U.,  IB.  925 ;  2b.  1017 ;  3b.  1019 

l« 
BttiUcay  Workshops  Employfs, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ijawry),  119 

BaOway  Refrtshment-ears, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  1101 

Bangiora  Court, 
k.,m.  (Mr.  J.  W.Kelly),  79 

Bating  Bill, 
h..  Com.  90 ;  3b.  91 
Ix.,  IB.  116 ;  2b.  306;  3b.  460 

Baling  of  Croon  Lands  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  936 

Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill, 
U.,  2b.  310.  333,  491,  60S,  685 

Bieapturing  Prisoners, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  McKenzie),  908 

Bee^roeal  Customs  Treaty, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  1099 

Rebvbs,  Mr.  W.  P.,  City  of  Christehureh  (Minis- 
ter of  Education,  Commissioner  of  Stamp 
Duties,  and  Minister  of  Labour), 

Adionmment,  m.  359,  622,  911 

Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1108 

"  Arab  "  and  "  Shah  "  Teas,  q.  446 

Ballanoe  Monument,  m.  68C 

Butler.  E.  S.  W.,  q.  448 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  1102 

Charitable  Aid  to  Chinamen,  9.  901 

Chenot  Schools,  9.  44S 


Beeves,  Mr.  W.  P. — eontiniued. 
Chinese,  9.  80,  611 
Clareville  Telephone,  q.  345 
Employment  for  the  Able  and  Willing,  9. 

609 
Factories  Bill,  m.  393,  493,  592,  629 
Feilding  Library,  q.  185 
Female  Factory  Inspectors,  9.  346 
Grey  Education  District,  q.  82 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  788,  791 
Inebriates,  9.  8 

Judge  Kettle's  Petition,  9. 610 
Kelly's  Creek  Works,  9.  80 
Kindergarten  Schools,  9.  612 
Laundries,  &c.,  q.  254 
Maps  and  Agricultural  Teaching,  9.  80 
Matata  Native  School,  9.  5 
Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

also  Members  of  Education  Boards,  9.  345 
Middle  District  University   College,  9.  607, 

898 
Midland  Railway  Contract  BUI,  2b.  826 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  773 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  105 
North  Canterbury  Charitable  Aid  Board,  9. 

184 
Primary-school  Scholarships,  9. 119 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  723 
School-teachers  travelling,  9.  1102 
Secretary  and  Inspector  of  Factories,  9.  618 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

986,  987,  983,  989 ;  m.  1065,  1066 ;   Conf. 

1096,  1098 
Shops  and  Shop-sssistants  Bill,  m.  316,  318, 

322,  328,  830,  442,  628 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  IISO 
State  Farm,  q.  5,  612 

Stealing  Flowers  from  the  Cemetery,  9.  257. 
Syrian  Hawkers,  9.  448 
Von  Blaramberg,  H.,  9.  617 
Waikari   Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  9. 

119 
Wairarapa  Unemployed,  9.  843,  618 
Wanganui  Prisoners,  9.  447 
Westport  Telephone,  9.  80 
Woodville  Co-operative  Works,  9.  619 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  707 

Reykouis,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Oto^o, 

Adjournment,  m.  929 

Brown,  Major  C,  m.  932 

Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2r.  1026 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  m.  757 

District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  804,  806 

Oovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
564 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  168 ;  m.  685 

Hastings  Borough  Loan  Validation  and 
Empowering  Bill,  2b.  117 

Hikutaia  No.  1  Block  Boundary  Bill,  2b. 
1080 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  489:  Com. 
500 

Otago  Central  Railway,  m.  754 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 
Bill,  Com.  1025 

Privileges  of  the  Houses,  m.  TC4 
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Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H. — contintied. 

Railways   Authorisation  Bill,  2b.  1017 ;  8b. 

1020 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  841 
Shearing  at  Benmore  Station,  q.  and  »t.  .572 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Coin.   117, 

118,  182  ;  m.  284,  480,  483,  603 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  69 

Better,  J.  C,  and  Others, 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bigg),  580 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  90S 

BicHABDsoN,  Hon.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington, 
Counties  Vehicle-lioensing  Bill,  2b.  102G 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  171  ;  m.  684 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  2b.  248 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  863 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  582 
Bailway  Officers,  Obs.  1016 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  284 
Switchback  Bailways,  q.  573 

Rioo,  Hon.  J.,  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  m.  584 

Ballance  Memorial,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  026,  928 
Brown,  Major  C,  >r.  983 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  m.  756,  758 
Factories  Bill,  Com.  297 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

509 
Gbvemment  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  168 
Horowhenua  Post-office,  q.  535,  975 
Labour  Bills  Committee,  m.  245,  246 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  417 
Better,  J.  C,  and  Others,  m.  580 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.   182; 

m.  284,481 

Bobertson,  E., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  1101 

Bobinson  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  617 

BussELL,  Captain  W.  B.,  Sawke's  Bay, 

Adjournment,  m.  858 

Amalgamation  of  Colonial  Bank  and  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  o.  185 

Appropriation  Bill,  8b.  1103 

Ballance  Memorial,  m.  687 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  947 

Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  847 

Brown,  Major  C,  m.  768 

Disease  in  Stock,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  895 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 
242 

Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  598 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  795 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  586 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  215;  3b.  269 

Midland  Bailway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  831 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  673; 
38.  775 


BussELL,  Captain  W.  'R.— contintied. 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  377 ;  Conf.  977, 

981 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  940 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill.  2b.  100 ;  3b.  868 
PomahsJica  Purchase,  m.  1035 
President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Obs. 

577 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  »i.  672 
■   Public  Works  Statement,  m.  720 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  m.  688,  691, 693, 

695 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund— 
Class  III.,  753 
Class  II.,  754 
Class  IX.,  1075 
Tariff  Committee,  m.  258 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  703 
Wairoa  Natives,  q.  908 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  708 

Bdsbkll,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Riccarton, 

Adjournment,  m.  304, 914 

Amalgamation  of  Bank  of  iTew  Zealand  and 
Colonial  Bank,  q.  905 

Assets  Company,  q.  905 

Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  591 

Chinese,  q.  611 

Customs  Tariff,  q.  901 

Frozen -meat  Carriage  on  Railways,  g.  264 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
24 ;  Com.  243,  298,  299,  801 

Government  Printing  Office,  q.  844 

Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  Com.  160 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  197 

Legislative  Council,  q.  902 

Midland  Bailway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  850 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  109,  111 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.  611 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b. 
869;  Com.  880 

Bailway  Bridges,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  699 

Bailway  Plant,  &c.,  q.  901 

School-attendance  Bill,  Com.  160 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  326,  330 


s. 

Sale  of  Beer,  Wine,  and  Spirituous  Liquors  at 

Bellamy's  Prohibition  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

San  Francisco  Mail-service, 
h..  Com.  687 

"  Sarah  and  Mary," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tanner),  6 

Sadndbbs,  Mr.  A.,  Selwyn, 
Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  1102 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  948,  965 ;  Com.  967 
Government  Advances  to    Settlers  Bill,  2b. 

85 ;  Cons.  Bep.  of  Conf.  786 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  142, 146 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  818,  &c. 
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SAool-atUndance  BiU, 
A.,  Com.  160 ;  3h.  161 
Lc,  IB.  161 ;  2b.  248 ;  3s.  333 

Sebool-teaehers  TravMing, 
*.,  }.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  1102 

Searia-ttsh  Carriage  on  Railtoays, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Harris),  343 

Sea-fisheriea  BUI, 
k.,  IB.  493 ;  2R.  705 ;  Com.  885;  3n.  886 
U.,  IB.  886;  2b.  926;  3b.  978 

Seaward  Bush  Settltrs, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly),  902 

Second-hand  Dealers  Licensing  Bill, 
*.,  Dis.  251 

Secretary  and  Inspector  of  Factories, 
h^  q.  (Mr.  Gaiimess),  618 

Security  of  Homes  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  493 

Sbddox,  Mr.  B.  J.,  WesHand  (Premier,  Minister 

lor  Pablic  Works,  Minister  of  Defence,  and 

Minister  of  Native  Affairs), 
Adjoarnment,  nt.  89;  m.  902,  305;  nt.  354, 

&c. ;  m.  454  &c.,  480 ;  m.  571 ;  m.  1134 
Ag^nt-General,  q.  612 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  q.  611 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1117 
Andit  Office  and  Pablic  Trust  Office,  m.  588, 

630  &c. 
Ballamce  Memorial,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  988 
Ball&nce  Monument,  m.  686,  &c. 
Band  Contest,  ;.  614 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  957  ;  3b.  969 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  347 
Bellamy's,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  518,  &c. 
Brown,  Major  C,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  765,  &o. 
Bailer  Coal  Companies,  Obs.  79 
Btdler  Coal-mines,  q.  120 
Cape  Fonlwind  Bail  way-sleepers,  q.  617 
Catlin's  Biver  Railway,  q.  1099 
Charitable  Aid  and  Main  Roads,  q.  1100 
Chinese  and  other  Asiatics,  m.  3 
Chinese  Premises,  q.  25S 
Civil  Servants,  q.  258 
Clements,  Mrs.,  and  Another,  q.  119 
Closure,  q.  905 
Coal,  q.  609 

Contix>ller  and  Auditor-General,  m.  1098 
Correspondence  with  Judge  Barton,  q.  257 
Comities  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  796,  &c. ; 

m.  801 ;  3b.  802  ;  Com.  896 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  m.  780 ;  Rep.  Conf.  918 ; 

m.  918  ;  Bep.  2nd  Conf.  981 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  m.  989 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Haft,  m.  1 
Delegate   to   England    to  float  Companies, 

{.346 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  York's  Visit,  q.  446 
Dnnedin  Cement,  q.  908 
Eel-weirs  on  Whangape  Lake,  q.  907 
Electorates,  3.  118 
Exhibition,  q.  4 


Sbddon,  Mr.  R.  3 .—continued. 
Exodus  to  Australia,  q.  256 
Extra  Clerks,  nt.  517,  &a. 
Frozen-meat  Carriage  on  Railways,  q.  255 
Fruit  Duty,  q.  184 
Fruit,  &c.,  sent  to  Hospitals,  q.  1101 
Gay,  H.,  q.  6 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Cons. 

Bep.  of  Conf.  783,  Ac. 
Government:  Advertising,  m.  1098 
Government  House  Pence,  q.  845 
Government    Railways    Bill,    m.    315,   i&o. ; 

Governor's  Message,  493,  594,  599 
Grey  Biver-Blackball  Road,  q.  615 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  703 
Heriot-Roxburgh  Railway,  q.  1099 
Historical  Places,  q.  607,  &c. 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1080,  &c. ;  3b. 

1097 ;  m.  1129 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  792 
Inebriate  Asylums,  q.  1099 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  Com.  160 
Intercolonial  Free-trade,  q.  &;  q. 616 
Jackeytown-Falmerston  Railway,  q.  609 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  585 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  190 
Legislative  Council,  q.  902 
Licenses,  q.  900 

Licensing  Additional  Bars,  ;.  1102 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  578  &a.,  602 
Lime  Freight  on  Railways,  q.  255 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  BUI,  Bep.  Sel. 

Com.  893 
Lyttelton  Tunnel  and  Sumner  Estuary,  q. 

904 
Maintenance  Men  on  Railways,  q.  254 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  808,  858 
Mining  Industry,  q.  612  ;  q.  616 
Ministerial  Allowances,  q.  347 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale    Bill,  2b.  673, 

&c. ;  8b.  771 
Minister  of  Railways,  q.  344 
Ministers'  Travelling-allowances,  &c.,  q.  900 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  6.  617;  tn, 

1069,  &a. 
Native  Expenditure,  Civil  List,  <;.  1100 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b;  370;  Com.  566 

Ac,  592 ;    m.  692 ;   Rep.    Conf.   978,  &c. ; 

Obs.  986  ;  Reasons  for  Disagreeing  918,  Ac. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  939,  &o. 
Native  Lands  Claims  and  Boundaries  Adjust- 
ment and  Titles  Empowering  Bill,  Com. 

942 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  Com. 

942;  3b.  943 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  97,  109  &c. ; 

nt.  565 ;  m.  780 
New  Zealand  Cross,  q.  905 
"New  Zealand  Year-book,"  Obs.  909 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway,  q.  4 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  446 ;  q.  906 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.  445  ;  q.  611 
Old  Soldiers'  Pensions,  q.  447 
Onehunga  Wharf,  q.  609 ;  Obs.  619 
Otago  Central  Bailway,  q.  186;   9.  606;  q. 

615 
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Seddon,  Mr.  R.  J.— continued. 
Paeara,  H.,  q.  1101 
Parliamentary  Officials,  q.  1101 
Patea  Bailway  Befreshment-rooms,  q.  906 
Police,  q.  613 

Police  Constables  removed,  q.  6 
"  Police  Reform,"  q.  607  ;  q.  897 
Pomabaka  Purchase,  m.  10S9 
Privileges  of  the  House,  Message  from  Legia- 

lative  Council  672,  &o. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  m.  883 
Prodacing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

m.  347,  849 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  532,  Ac. 
Public  Works  Statement,  q.  344;  Dbg.  659; 

Com.  736,  750 
Railway  Bridges,  Bep.  Bel.  Com.  701 
Bailway  Employes,  q.  614 
Bailway  Maintenance  Men,  q.  610 
Bailway  Plant,  &c.,  q.  901 
Bailway  Befreshment-bars,  q.  1101 
Bailways  Authorisation  Bill,  2b.  923 
Bailway  Workshops  Employes,  q.  119 
Beoapturing  Prisoners,  q.  908 
Scoria-ash  Carriage  on  Bailways,  q.  343 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  321,  &c. 
Sitting  of  the  House,  m.  671 
Southern  Bailway  Bridges,  m.  896 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1130, 1132 
Stage  System  on  Bailways,  q.  617 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  q.  1102 
Supply— 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Part  I.— 
Class  I.,  753 
Class  III.,  753 
Class  VIII.,  1075 
Class  IX.,  1076 
Part  II.— 
Class  II.,  754 

Supplementary  Estimates — 
Class  I.,  1076 
Class  II.,  1076 
Class  VIII.,  1077,  Ac. 
Class  IX.,  1078 
Class  XIII.,  1079 

m. 1098 
Taekata  te  Tokoiti,  q.  183 
Taita  Constable,  q.  183 
Tariff  Committee,  m.  257,  260 
Tariff  Bevision  Committee,  q.  843 
Taylor,  E.,  and  Another,  <2.  612 
Te  Ante  College,  q.  443 
Temporary  Clerks,  &c.,  q.  617 
Tongariro  National  Park  Bill,  2b.  679 
Tramways  Bill,  2b.  677,  Ac. 
Volunteers'  Long-service  Medals,  q.  609 
Waihao  and  Waitaki  Natives,  q.  121 ;  q.  897 
Waipori  Dredges,  q.  616 
Wairoa  Natives,  q.  904 
Wanganui  Art-unions,  q.  346 
Warkworth  Boads,  q.  4 
War  Stores,  Com.  529,  Ac. 
Wellington-Wairarapa    Bailway   Traffic,  q. 

615 
Westport-Ngakawau     Bailway     Extension 

Bill,  2b.  922,  Ac. 
Whangarata  and   Pairata  Railway-stations, 

q.  899 


Seddon,  Mr.  B.  J. — continued. 
Whiterod,  W.,  q.  905 
Whitiki,  P.  P.,  q.  847 
Woodville  Co-operative  Works,  q.  909 
Workers'  Union,  q.  252 
Workmen's  Fares  on  Bailways,  q.  1101 

Shearers'  Aeeommodation  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

Shearing  at  Benmore  Station, 
i.c.,  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  572;  Correspond- 
ence, 608 

Sheep  Diaease  in  North  Ttland, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  4 

Shipping  and  Seamen  and  Marine  Etmne*r* 

BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  252 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill, 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  (Mr.  Beeves),  986, 1065 ; 

Conf .  1096 ;  Bep.  Conf.  1098 
I.C.,  Com.  985 ;  3b.  935;  Cons,  of  Amend.  1060; 

Bep.  Conf.  1080 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill, 
2.C.,  Com.  117,  181,  246 ;  3b.  282 ;  m.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Swanson),  283 ;   Cons,  of  Amend.  480, 

oOO,  515;  Bep.  Conf.  603;  Obs.  (Hon.  Mt. 

Feldwiok),  686 
h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  316,  442,  528 ;  Bep.  Conf. 

628 

Shbihski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago 
Ballance  Memorial,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  927 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  887    ' 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magia- 

trates,  m.  804 
Factories  Bill,  Com.  298 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  179 
Hastings  Borough  Loan  Validation  and  Em- 
powering Bill,  2b.  117 
Labour  Bills  Committee,  m.  246 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  290 
Ministerial  Besidences  Sale  Bill,  2b.  863 
Privileges  of  the  Houses,  Bep.  Conf.  762 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  182 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  69 

Trustees  Bill,  2b.  759 

* 

Sitting  of  the  Bmite, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  671 

Smatt-farm  Associations'  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  900 

Smitb,  Mr.  E.  M.,  Netp  PlymotUh, 
Adjournment,  m.  351 ;  m.  451,  Ac. ;  m.  915 
Brown,  Major  C,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  767 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Bep.  2nd  Conf.  985 
Dairies  Bill,  q.  343 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  636 
Exhibition,  q.  4 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  206 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Bobinson,  m.  1071 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  472 
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Skitb,  Mr.  £.  M. — continued. 
New   Plymouth    Breakwater    Railway,   m. 

1066 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  133 
Old  Soldieis'  Claims,  q.  619 
Babbit  Nuisance,  q.  619 
Wood-working  Machine,  q.  1100 

SxTTB,  Mr.  G.  J.,  City  of  Christchureh. 

Adjournment,  m.  302,  Sec. ;  m.  626,  &e. 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  962,  <Sic. 

Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  608 

Bellamy's,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  523 

Ell,  G.  W.,  g.  899 

Eltham  Co-operative  Works,  m.  79 

Female  Factory  Inspectors,  q.  346 

Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 
2b.  158 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 
882,  299  Ac. ;  Cons.  Rep.  of  Conf.  787 

Hospitals  and  Charitable   Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  790,  794 

Kelly's  Creek  Works,  q.  80 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  Com.  244 ;  3b.  273 

Laundries,  &o.,  q.  254 

Licensing  Bill,  Com.  577 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2a.  126;  Com. 
332;  m.  565 

"  Police  Reform,"  q.  606;  q.  896 

Public  Works  BUI,  Com.  532 

Railways  Authorisation  Bill,  2b.  923 

Shopa  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  322,  &c. 

Southern  Bridges :  Privilege,  q.  909 

Sonnyside  Asylum,  q.  1102 

Supply — 
Supplementary  Estimates — 
Class  VIII.,  1078 

Tarifi  Revision, ;.  611 

Tarifi  Revision  Committee,  q.  343 

Taylor,  E.,  and  Another,  q.  612 

S<mthem  Bridget :  Privilege, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  909 

Southern  Railway  Bridges, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  896 

Soiah  Sea  Islands, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  1130 

Seeakeb,  Hon.  the,  l.c.  (Hon.  H.  J.  Miller), 
Ota^, 
Brown,  Major  C,  m.  932 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Governor's  Mes- 
sage 649,  684  &c. 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  536 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2b.  974 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  Com.  502 
Otago  Harbonr  Board  Farther  Empowering 
Bill,  Com.  1025 

Sfeaxxb,  Aotihq  (Mr.  A.  R.  Guinness), 
Banking  BUI,  3b.  971,  &c. 

Spbaesb,   Mr.,  h.  (Sir  G.  M.  O'Borke,  Kt.), 
ifanukau. 
Adjournment,  m.  83,  &e. ;  m.  302,  &e. ;  m. 
356 :  m.  619,  Ac. ;  m.  912,  &c. 


Spbakkb,  Mr. — continued. 

Amalgamation  of  Colonial  Bank  and  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  q.  185 

Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1104 

Appropriation  BiUs,  Obs.  1129 

Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  030 

Bellamy's,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  518,  &c. 

Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  764,  &c. 

Controller  and  Auditor-General,  Obs.  1098 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  Rep.  2nd  Conf.  986 

Extra  Clerks,  m.  515,  &c. 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 
406 ;  Cons.  Rep.  of  Conf.  788 

Government  Railways  Bill,  Obs.  315 

Historical  Places,  q.  G08 

Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1093,  &c. 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Obs.  493, 496  ;  »(. 
585 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  208,  &c. 

Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  898  ;  3b.  936 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also  Members  of  Education  Boards,  ;.  345 

Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  777 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  100, 109,  142: 
&o. ;  Message  from  Legislative  Council 
564 ;  m.  565 

"  Police  Reform,"  }.  607 

Pomabaka  Purchase,  m.  1009  &c.,  1043  &c. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  m.  881, 
&o. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Obs. 
577 

Privileges  of  the  House,  Message  from  Legis- 
lative Council  671,  &o. 

Producing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
TO.  347,  (to. 

Railway  Bridges,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  701 

San  Francisco  Mail-service,  Com.  698 

"  Sarah  and  Mary,"  q.  7 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Coun- 
cil's Amend.  988,  <tc. ;  m.  1066 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  321,  &c. 

Southern  Bridges  :  Privilege,  q.  909 

South  Sea  Islands,  Obs.  1134 

Tariff  Committee,  vi.  258 

Stage  System  on  Railways, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  617 

Stamp  Bill, 

h.,  2b.  680;  Com.  680;  3b.  681 
I.C.,  iB.  681 ;  2b.  754 ;  3b.  803 

State  Farm, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  5 ;  q.  (Mr.  Thomp- 
son), 612 

Stealing  Flowers  from  tlie  Cemetery, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  257 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q,  333 
Brown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  391 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2b.  603 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  504, 

642  &o. 
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Stbtenb,  Hon.  E.  C.  J. — continued. 
Qovemmeot  Bailways  Bill,  2s.  172 
Lake  Forsyth  Drainage  Bill,  3b.  116 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Com.  285 ;  m.  586 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqni- 

sition  Bill,  2r.  S09 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  422 
President  of    the   Bank   of    New    Zealand, 

Obs.  580 
Privileges  of  the  Council,  m.  681 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  333 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  247 

STEVRM.S,  Hr.  J.,  Rangitikfi, 

Feilding  Library,  q.  185 

Horowheuua  Block  Bill,  2b.  1088,  &c. 

Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  2b.  201 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  470 

Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill,  2b.  989 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  827 

South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1131 

Turangarere-Ohingaiti  Boad,  i;.  253 

Steward,  Major  W.  J.,  Waitaki, 
Awamoko  Dairy-factory,  q.  184 
Butler,  E.  S.  W.,  q.  448 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  634,  646 
Divisions  in  Hansard,  q.  866 
Dnntroon-Livingstone   Mail    and   Waimata 

Post-office,  q.  897 
Extra  Clerks,  m.  517 
'Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 

395;  3b.  402 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  792 
Ministerial  Besidences  Sale  Bill,  3b.  774 
Mountain  Hut  Water-race,  q.  899 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  147 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill,  2b.  871 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  532 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  704 
Waihao  and  Waitaki  Natives,  q.  897 
War  Stores,  Com.  531 
Workers'  Union,  q.  262 

Stbwabt,  Hon.  W.  Downie,  Otago, 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  74 
Brown,  Major  C,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  390,  &o.; 

m.  887  <kc.,  933 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b.  1026 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  757 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  Grovemor's 

Message  1015 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, m.  804 
Factories  Bill,  m.  500 ;  »i.  534 ;  m.  584 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2r.  504 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2r.  547 ; 

Com.  C04 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  1017 
Government  Bailways   Bill,    2e.    162 ;   Go- 
vernor's Message  684,  See. 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  2r.  974 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2r.  420;  Com.  500, 

•502 
Public  Works  Bill,  2r.  .581 


Stewart,  Hon.  W.  Downie — continued. 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  480 
Trustees  Bill,  2b.  759 

Westland  and   Nelson   Coalfields  Adminis- 
tration Bill,  2r.  79 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Com.  975 

Stewart  Island  County  Council  Empowering 

BiU, 
h.,  IB.  493 

Stoats  and  Weasels, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  1100 

Stoot,  Sir  B.,  K.C.M.G.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Abattoirs  and   Slaughterhouses  Bill,  Com. 

658 
Adjournment,  m.  88 ;  m.  304,  &c. ;  m.  455 ; 

?».  912 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  1114 
Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office,  m.  587, 

630  &c. 
Ballance  Memorial,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  938 
Ballance  Monument,  m.  687 
Banking  Bill,  2b.  955 
Bellamy's,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  520,  &o. 
Blown,  Major  C,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  766 
Civil  Servants,  q.  253 
'  Criminal  Code  Bill,  Rep.  Conf.  918;   Bep. 

2nd  Conf.  984 
Customs  Bevenue,  q.  255 
Dairy  Industry  Bill,  Com.  634 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  m.  989 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  m.  1 
Extra  Clerks,  rn.<516 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  BiU, 

2b.  154 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Com. 

242,  280     Ac,    299   &c. ;     3r.   896,    408; 

Cons.  Rep.  of  Conf.  782 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  920 
Government    Railways   Bill,    m.    315 ;    Go- 
vernor's Message  595 
Historical  Places,  g.  608 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  2r.  1091 ;  3r.  1096 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2r.  789,  793 
Inebriates,  q.  8 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2r.  876 ; 

Com.  886 ;  Com.  925 
Land  for   Settlements   Bill,  Obs.   494;   m. 

494,  &c. ;  Obs.  496 ;  m.  585 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.   188;    Com.   243,  &o. ; 

3e.  262  &c.,  279 
Middle  District  University,  q.  607 
Middle  District  University  College,  g.  897 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  2b.  814, 862 
Mining  Bill,  2r.  866 
Ministerial  Besidences  Sole  Bill ,  2r.  674,  &c. ; 

Com.  676 ;  3b.  770,  <feo. 
Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson,  q.  617 ;  m. 

1068,  &c. 
Native  Land  Court  Hill,  2r.  386 ;  Com.  496 

&o.,  577 ;  Reasons  for  Disagreeing  919 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 

Bill,  2r.  9.39 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  Com. 

942;  3r.  948 
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Stout,  Sir  R.,  K.C.M.G.— con/tnti«rf. 
New    2:ealand    Conaola   Bill,  2b.  95;   Com. 

332 ;  3b.  361 ;  m.  565 
Pareara.  Hemi,  q.  908 
Patea  Railway  Refreshment-rooms,  q.  906 
Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  993, 1061  &e. 
PoEC    snd  Telegraph   Cepartment  Bill,  2b. 

670  ;  Com.  881 ;  «i.  881,  &o. 
Post  Office  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  937 
Privileges  of  the  House,  Message  from  Legis- 

lative  Council  672 
Producing  Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

til.  349 
Pablic  Works  BiU,  Com.  533 
Poblic  Works  Statement,  Com.  714 
Sam  Francisco  Mail-service,  Com.  689,  &o. 
Sea-fisheries  Bill,  2b.  706 ;  Com.  885 
Shipping  and  ScAmen's  Bill,  Cons,  of  Coun- 
cil's Amend.  988 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  BUI,  m.  818,  &o. 
Supply — 

Sa|»plementary  Estimates — 
Class  I.,  1076 
Class  VIII.,  1077 

m.  1097 
Tarifi  Committee,  m.  259 
Temporary  Clerks,  &c.,  q.  617 
Tongariro  National  Park  BiU,  3b.  679 
Tramways  Bill,  2r.  677 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  703 
Workmen's  Wages  BUI,  2b.  707 

Sugar-beet, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  80 

Sunnyaide  Asylum, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O.  J.  Smith),  1102 
te.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson),  69;  m.  (Hon. 
Mr.  Jenkinson),  571 

Supply — 

K,  Com.  1073 ;  m.  1097 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Part  I.— 
Class  I.,  753 
Class  II.,  753 
Class  III.,  758 
Class  IV.,  1075 
Class  v.,  1075 
ClaHS  VI.,  1075 
Class  VII.,  1075 
Class  VIII.,  1075 
Class  IX.,  1075 
Class  X.,  1076 
Part  II.— 
Class  I.,  754 
Class  II.,  754 
Class  III.,  1075 
Lands  Improvement  Account,  1076 
Native  Land  Purchase  Account,  1075 
Supplementary  Estimates — 
Class  I.,  1076 
Class  II.,  1076 
Class  III.,  1076 
Class  rv..  1077 
Class  VIII.,  1077 
Class  IX.,  1078 
Class  X..  1078 
Class  XL,  1079 


Supply — continued. 
Supplementary  Kstimates— con<tnu/(f. 
Ofasa  XII.,  1079 
Class  XIII.,  1079 
Class  XIV.,  1079 
Class  XV.,  1079 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Part  I.— 
Class  II.,  1079 
Class  IV.,  1079 
Class  VIII.,  1079 
Class  IX.,  1079 
Cheviot  Estate  Account,  1079 
Government  Insurance  Account,  1079 
Lands  Improvement  Account,  1079 
Public  Trust  Office  Expenses  Account,  1079 
Services  not  provided  for,  1079 

Supreme  Court  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

SwANSON,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Boroughs  Lighting,  m.  78 
Blown,  Major  C,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  390 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr,  Dignan,  Governor's 

Message  1015 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  BiU,  2b. 

515 
Government  Railways  BUI,  Governor's  Mes- 
sage 685 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  340 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  BiU,  m.  283,  &c. 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  m.  70 
Wilson  Land  BUI,  Com.  97S 

Switchback  BaUtoaya, 
{.c,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Richardson),  573 

Syrian  Bawkers, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  447 


T. 

Taekato  te  TakoiU, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  183 

Taiaboa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

647 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  657 ;  Com.  865 
Native  Reserves  Accounts,  m.  930 

Taipu-Peria  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  898 

Taita  CoTistable, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  183 

Tamulu  Block, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiatoa),  2 

Tamkbb,  Mr.  W.,  Avon, 
Amalgamation  of  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 

Colonial  Bank,  q.  81 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill,  2b,  795 
Licensing  Bill,  Com.  577 
New  Zealand  Consols  BUI,  2b.  147 
Railway  Bridges,  m.  701,  702 
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Tankbb,  Mr.  W. — continutd. 
"  Suah  and  Mary,"g.  6 
South  Sea  Islands,  m.  1180 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  1076 

Tariff  Revision  Committee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  G.  Smith),  843,  611 

Taurangarere-Ohingaiti  Rood, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  253 

Taylor,  E.,  and  Another, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  0.  Smith),  612 

Teachers'  Court  of  Appeal  BiU, 
h..  Via.  251 

Te  Ao,  Mr.  R.,  Western  Maori, 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  478 

Te  AiUe  College, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  443 

Temporary  Clerks,  dc, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  617 

Thoupson,  Mr.  R.,  Manden, 

Adjournment,  q.  460 

Banking  Bill,  2b.  957  ;  8b.  969 

Bellamy's,  m.  526 

Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
52  ;  Com.  299,  800 

Government  House  Fence,  q.  846 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  789 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  877 

Liands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  2b.  204 

Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  m.  894 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  567  ;  m.  019,  978 

Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill,  2b.  941 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  128 

Pomahaka  Purchase,  m.  1039 

Rating  Bill,  Com.  91 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  BiU,  m.  987, 1066 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  318 

South  Sea  Islands,  m.  11-80 

State  Farm,  q.  612 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  1076 

Threshing-machine  Owners'  Lien  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Tongariro  National  Park, 
h.,  2b.  C78  ;  3b.  788 
Z.C.,  IB.  803  ;  2b.  862 ;  3b.  866 

Tophouse  Tragedy, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Graham),  906 

Toum  Districts  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Tramways  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  183 ;  2b.  677 ;  3b.  764 
I.C.,  Com.  116 ;  3r.  161 


Trustees  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  657 
I.C.,  IR.  681 ;  2b.  758 ;  3r.  863 


Vnelaimtd  Land  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  251 

Unclaimed  Lands  BiU, 
h.,  IR.  493 ;  2b.  703 ;  8r.  892 
U.,  iR.  926 ;  2b.  and  3b.  1014 

Undesirable  Immigrants  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  892 


Ventilation  of  Council  Chamber, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  929 

Volunteers'  Long-service  Medals, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Harris),  609 


w. 

Waihao  and  Waitaki  Natives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  121 ;  q.  (Major  Steward), 
897 

Waikare  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  119 

Waimea  and  IiMngah/ua  Counties  Boundaries 

BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  892 

Waipon  Dredges, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  616 

Wairarapa  Unemployed, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  343,  618 

Wairoa  NcUives, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  903 

Waitahuna  Gold-prospecting, 
/i.,;.  (Mr.  Allen),  345 

Waitehauri  TelepJioae; 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  448 

Wanganui  Art-unions, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Willis),  346 

Wanganui  Prisoners, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Willis),  447 

Wabd,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Awariia  (Colonial  Treasurer, 
Postmaster -General,  Electric  Telegraph 
Commissioner,  Minister  of  Marine,  Minis- 
ter of  Commerce  and  Industries,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Trade  and  Customs), 

Adjournment,  m.  86,  627 

Acetic  Acid,  q.  446 

Amalgamation  of  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
Colonial  Bank,  q.  80,  81,  185,  905 
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"VtMD,  Mr.  J.  G. — eontmutd. 
Appropriation  Bill,  8b.  1108,  1127 
Audit  Department,  q.  7 
Andit  Office  and  Public  Tmst,  m.  586,  688 
Banking  Bill,  Sb.  948,  963 ;  Com.  967 ;  8b. 

970 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  q.  443,  444,  448,  608, 

907 
Bcuikof  New  Zealand  and  Globo  Assets,  q.  448 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Colonial  Bank, 

Obs.  241 
Binder- twine,  q.  82 
Caversham  Telephone,  q.  448 
Charitable  Aid,  q.  1099 
Chinese,  &c..  Poll-tax,  q.  904 
Coal  Exports,  q.  608 
Colonial  Bank,  q.  448 
Contn>Uer  and  Auditor-General,  m.  1098 
County  Council  Valuations,  q.  617 
Costoms  Entry-forms,  q.  618 
Cnstoona  Revenue,  q.  8,  255 
Cnstoms  Tariff,  q.  901 
Dimtioon-IjiTingstone    Mtol    and  Waimate 

Post-office,  q.  897 
Fishing  in  Ashley  River,  q.  616 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill, 

2b.  153 
Olasson,  Mrs.,  q.  610 

Government  Advances  to    Settlers  Bill,  2b. 
64  ;  Com.  243,  280,  299,  300,  801,  395  ;  3b. 
410;  m.  780,  787 
Government  life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  920,  921 
Graduated  Taxation,  q.  185 
Grapes,  q.  5 

Guaranteed    Banks    Amalgamation    Prohi- 
bition Bill,  q.  449 
Gum  Industry,  o.  119 
Henot-Roxbnrgh  Railway,  q.  1099 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  780 
Horowhenua  Post-office,  q.  897 
Income-tax  Bill,  2b.  1067 
Kirikiii  Telephone,  q.  258 
Laud  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  875, 

878 ;  Com.  924 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  8b.  265 
Local  Bodies'  "Thirds "and  "Fourths,"  <;. 

184,444 
Local  Bodies'  Valuation  Correspondence,  q. 

613 
Local  Bating,  q.  444 
Native  Land  Purchase,  q.  903 
New  Plymouth  Harbour,  q.  443 
New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  2b.  91,  148 ;  Com. 

333;  38.366;  tn.  592,  780 
New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency 

Company,  q.  444 
Post   and   Telegraph   Department  Bill,   2b. 

8G6. 872 ;  Com.  879 ;  m.  383 
President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Obs. 

677 
Privileges  of  the  House,  tn.  672,  673 
Public  Works  Statement,  tn.  731 
Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty,  q.  1099 
Bevenue  and  Expenditure,  q.  903 
SsD  Francisco  Mail-service,  tn.  687,  690  et 

uq. 
"  Ssiah  and  Mary,"  q.  7 
Sea-fisheries  Bill,  2r.  705 ;  Com.  885,  886 


Wabd,  Mr.  J.  O.—cotttinutd. 
South  Sea  Islands,  tn,  1130 
Stamp  Bill,  Com.  680 
Supply — 

TO.  1074 

Class  III.,  1076 

Class  IV.,  1077 

Class  IX.,  1075 
Taipu-Peria  Telephone,  q.  898 
Tariff  Committee,  tn.  258 ;  q.  611 
Tax  on  Mortgages,  q.  186 
Tophouse  Tragedy,  q.  906 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  2b.  703 
Waitekauri  Telephone,  q.  443 
Wellington-Palmerston  Telephone,  q.  6 
West  Harbour,  q.  904 
Wood-working  Machine,  q.  1100 

WAI.KBB,  Hon.  L.,  Canterbury, 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  247 

Warltworth  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  4 

War  Storet, 
h.,  tn.  (Mr.  Seddon),  529 

Watercourses, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  81 

Water-supply  BiU, 

h.,  IB.  315 ;  2b.  680 ;  Com.  680 ;  3b.  680 
J.C.,  IB.  681 ;  2b.  759  ;  3b.  803 

Wellington  Land-sales, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  184 

WeUingUm^Pdlmerston  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  6 

Wellington- Wairarapa  Railway  Traffic, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  615 

West  Harbour, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Millar),  904 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administration 

BUI, 
I.C.,  3b.  78 ;  3b.  282 

Westland  County  Council  EtiabUng  Sill, 
h.,  2b.  and  Sb.  977 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  3b.  1014 

Westport  and  Koranui  Coal-leases, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  897 

Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Sill, 
h.,  IB.  808  ;  3b.  892;  2b.  923 
Z.C.,  IB.  925 ;  2b.  926;  3b.  1014 

Westport  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  MoKenzie),  80 
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PAKLIAMENTAEY   DEBATES. 


Jfirst  Stssiou  of  i\it  ^tsdfi^  parliament. 


HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  17 th  September,  1894. 

Deftth  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart. 

Ur.  Speakeb   took  the   chair  at  half-past 
tefen  o'clock. 

DEATH  OP  THE  HON.  JIB.  HART. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  move,  That  the 
House  do  now  adjourn.  I  do  this  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart, 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  has 
pused  from  amongst  us.  He  was  one  who  con- 
nected us  with  the  past.  As  a  colonist  he  has 
done  his  duty  well.  As  a  resident  of  Wellington, 
with  those  who  have  known  him,  from  the  first  to 
the  time  when  he  passed  away,  he  has  always 
bome  the  highest  respect.  As  a  public  servant 
he  was  ever  conscientious,  ever  willing,  and  he 
performed  the  duties  of  his  position  in  a  manner 
which  reflected  credit  on  himself,  and  which 
was  of  great  beneflt  to  the  public.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislative  Council,  though  of  late 
years  he  has  not  taken  a  very  active  part,  yet 
his  works  in  his  prims  speak  for  themselves. 
He  was  ever  looked  upon  as  one  desirous  of 
doing  that  which  was  right.  Those  who  knew 
him  best  spoke  well  of  him.  Knowing  him  as 
I  have  done,  and  as  those  in  the  House  have 
done,  in  matters  that  came  before  the  Council, 
hii  words  were  words  of  wisdom,  and  his  actions 
those  of  a  conscientious  public  man. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  rise  to  second  the 
notion.  This  is  one  of  those  melancholy 
oeeasioDS  which  we  all  regret,  but  which  it  is 
vttul  for  the  House  to  take  notice  of.  I  quite 
Hie«  with  what  has  fallen  from  the  Premier 
in  regard  to  the  late  Mr.  Hart.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  colonists  to  arrive  in  Now  Zealand, 
ud  continued  to  reside  in  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion for  over  half  a  century.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Parliament  in  New  Zealand, 
Mid  ocenpied  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council 
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for  over  twenty  years ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  public  of  New  Zealand  owe  his 
memory  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  services  he 
rendered  to  the  colony. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  as  one  who  knew  the  late 
Mr.  Harb  for  over  twenty  years  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  one  or  two  words.  Those  of  us 
who  are  lawyers  knew  him  as  a  distinguished 
lawyer :  indeed,  thirty  years  ago  he  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  best  lavryers  in  New  Zea- 
land, and,  though  he  has  not  practised  his  pro- 
fession since  1878,  yet  even  almost  up  to  the 
last  his  opinion  has  always  been  valued  by 
any  one  who  wanted  a  clear  exposition  of  the 
law.  What,  perhaps,  was  his  leading  charac- 
teristic was  his  extreme  conscientiousness  and 
high  sense  of  duty,  both  public  and  private. 
Those  acquainted  with  him  could  not  but  be 
struck  with  these  characteristics.  In  every  act 
of  his  life — and  he  has  lived  in  the  colony  for 
now  over  fifty  years — he  has  always  won  the 
highest  respect.  His  whole  life  has  been 
patriotic,  and  was  one  against  which  no  one 
could  say  the  slightest  word.  Our  old  settlers 
are  passing  away,  and,  for  the  sake  of  the 
memory  of  one  who  bore  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day  in  the  days  of  early  settlement,  I  am 
exceedingly  glad  that  the  Premier  has  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  say  more  than  to  express, 
as  I  feel  sure  every  member  of  the  House 
would  wish,  our  sympathy  with  his  widow  in 
her  affliction. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — As  one  who  lost  in  the  late 
Mr.  Hart  a  personal  friend  of  many  years' 
standing,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  Hig 
death  is  the  more  remarkable  because  he  was 
the  last  link  to  bind  the  first  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand  in  1854  with  this.  He  was  the 
only,  man  of  either  House  who  sat  in  our 
Parliament  forty  years  ago,  so  quickly  does 
everything  change.  Several  others  are  alive 
who  were  in  that  Parliament,  but  he  alone  has 
more  or  less  had  a  seat  in  Parliament  ever 
since ;  and  though,  of  late  years,  failing  health 
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has  caused  his  attendance  to  be  irregular, 
those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  know  him 
know  that  to  the  last  he  kept  an  interest  in 
everything.  I  believe  that  almost  the  last 
thing  he  did  in  Parliament  was  to  come  of!  a 
sick-bed  to  vote  for  the  enfranchisement  of 
women.  Though  he  never  achieved  Ministerial 
honours,  yet  forty  years  ago  he  was  considered 
one  of  the  ablest  members  in  Parliament,  and 
one  of  its  leading  speakers.  Almost  the  first 
Bill  he  introduced  was  a  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
Bill,  to  improve  the  condition  of  banking  in  the 
colony,  and,  like  many  other  things  in  these 
days,  it  was  a  slaughtered  innocent.  From 
that  time  he  took  a  very  keen  interest  in  the 
colony,  and,  as  the  honourable  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  has  said,  he  has  always 
borne  the  highest  name  amongst  those  who 
knew  him  best. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  18th  September,  1894. 


Bailway   Officers— Taumota   Block— Death  of  tho 
Hon.  Mr.  Hai-t. 


The  Hon.  the   Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 
Pbatebs. 

RAILWAY  OFFICERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  he  has  any  objection  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  this  Council,  before  the 
Bailway  Bill  is  brought  before  the  Council  for 
discussion,  the  classification  of  railway  officers 
which  has  been  in  force  for  the  past  fourteen 
years  ?  And  whether  the  said  classification  has 
been  suspended,  and,  if  so,  from  what  data 
and  under  what  authority? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
the  honour  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  Council 
the  regulations  referred  to  in  the  question. 

TAUMUTU  BLOCK. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA  asked  tho  Colonial 
Secretary,  Why  there  has  been  so  much  delay 
in  sanctioning  the  removal  of  restrictions  ap- 
plied for  by  Rewi  Koruarua  and  others  with 
respect  to  Subdivision  5b,  Section  901,  Tau- 
mutu,  and  recommended  by  the  Native  Land 
Court  on  the  23rd  April,  1894  ?  He  was  com- 
pelled to  ask  this  question,  because  the  Natives 
concerned  had  been  waiting  for  some  months 
already. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  this  was 
one  of  a  number  of  matters  which  were  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  as 
soon  as  a  decision  was  arrived  at  he  would 
inform  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the  result. 

DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  MR.  HART. 
A  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor was  received,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Dr.  Newman 


Hon.  Robert  Hart,  and  declaring  his  seat 
vacant. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  be- 
lieve that,  in  the  discharge  of  a  melancholy 
duty,  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  announce  to 
this  Council  the  death  of  more  of  its  members 
than  any  other  honourable  member  who  has 
occupied  this  position.  Some  of  them,  Sir, 
have  left  in  our  memories  recollections  which 
we  con  never  forget ;  some  of  them  were  very 
near  and  dear  to  us,  and  have  left  behind  to 
this  Council  a  character  which  I  trust  it  will 
ever  maintain.  In  announcing  the  death  of 
an  old  friend,  I  feel  that  I  am  quite  unable  to 
convey  in  any  language  at  my  disposal  or  at  my 
command  anything  like  what  I  should  wish 
to  say  about  him.  It  was  my  good-fortuno  to 
have  been  his  partner,  and  to  enjoy  the  closest 
intimacy  and  friendship  with  him  for  a  period 
of  over  forty  years,  and  I  have  no'  hesitation  in 
saying  that  during  that  time  I  do  not  think  we 
have  had  a  single  unpleasantness.  To  speak  of 
him  to  honourable  members  in'  this  Council 
who  knew  him  would  be  talking  about  what 
they  already  know.  In  his  domestic  life  ha 
left  nothing  that  could  bo  -  desired.  He 
bad  a  refined  taste  and  every  quality  to 
make  him  happy,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
no  two  people  I  have  ever  met  have  been 
so  thoroughly  happy  as  my  late  honourable 
friend  and  his  widow.  He  was  the  personifica- 
tion of  honour;  he  was  a  brilliant  orator;  he 
was  probably  the  best  man  who  ever  addressed 
a  jury  in  this  country,  and  the  very  fact  of 
having  retained  Mr.  Hart  was  almost  a  pass- 
port of  success,  for  he  never  undertook  a  case 
in  which  he  did  not  fully  believe.  I  feel  that 
I  am  unable  to  give  expression  to  my  feelings 
about  him,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  some  com- 
fort to  his  widow  to  know  that  the  entire  sym- 
pathy of  this  Council  will  be  extended  to  her 
without  a  single  dissentient  voice.  In  paying 
this  small  tribute  to  an  old  friend,  I  will  SLsk 
the  Council  to  adjourn  out  of  respect  to 
his  memory,  and  I  therefore  move,  That  the 
C<ytincil  do  adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE.— I  desire  to 
second  the  resolution  Of  the  Hon.  the  Attomey- 
Qeneral,  and  in  doing  so  I  may  say  that  our 
honourable  friend  who  has  just  departed  has 
been  known  to  me  for  upwards  of  thirty  years, 
— twenty  years  of  that  period  in  this  CounciL 
He  was  one  of  the  most  able-minded  men,  and 
was  able  to  grasp  everything  that  came  before 
him,  and  the  assistance  which  ho  gave  to  the 
counsels  of  this  country  was  invaluable.  He 
also  had  a  clear  head,  and  on  every  point  his 
legal  knowledge  was  of  a  high  order.  He  was 
kindly  disposed  to  everybody  acquainted  with 
him.  I  may  say  he  was  also  a  man  of  consider- 
able artistic  taste,  and  of  very  great  literary 
ability.  I  feel  that  I  am  unable  to  express 
the  feelings  of  the  Council  in  its  sincere  sorrow 
for  Sirs.  Hart  in  the  loss  of  a  faithful  friend 
and  husband. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— As  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  Council,  I  cannot  allow  the 
present  opportunity  to  pass  without  saying  a 
word  or  two  in  support  of  the  motion  whiol^ 
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has  been  so  ably  proposed  and  seconded  by  my 
lionouTable  frienu.  As  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
beis  of  the  (Tooncil,  I  can  speak  of  him  not  only 
as  a  public  man,  but  also  as  a  private  citizen, 
&nd  I  can  only  say  that  I  most  thoroughly  con- 
cur in  the  expression  of  opinion  which  has 
fakllen  from  those  honourable  gentlemeu.  He 
\ras  a  kind  friend  and  an  able  man.  I  desire 
also  to  express  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the 
widow  he  has  left  behind. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  18lh  September,  1894. 


Tint  Beading — Chinese  and  other  AeiatiCB — Customs 
Bevenue — North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway — 
Wsrkworth  Boads— Exhibition— Bheep  Disease 
in  North  Island — Clover-Beed — State  Farm — Ma- 
tata  Native  School — Grapes— Intercolonial  Free- 
trade — Police-conBtablea  moved — H.  Gay — Wel- 
lington-Falmerston  Telephone  —  "Barah  and 
Mary  "  —  Audit  Department  —  Inebriates  —  Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Bill. 


Ur.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Wilson  Land  Bill. 

CHINBSE  AND  OTHER  ASIATICS. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  moved,  That  a  return  be 
laid  before  this  House  showing — (1)  The  num- 
ber of  Chinese,  and  (2)  the  number  of  all  other 
Asiatics,  exclusive  of  Chinese,  in  the  colony 
on  the  Slst  March,  1S94 ;  (3)  the  number  of 
Chinese,  and  (4)  the  number  of  other  Asiatics, 
exclusive  of  Chinese,  in  receipt  of  charitable 
aid  during  the  vear  ending  the  Slst  March, 
1894. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  so  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  not  be  under  a  misappre- 
hension, he  had  mskde  inquiries  as  to  how  much 
of  the  information  asked  for  in  the  return 
could  be  given.  Although  it  was  unusual,  this 
being  an  unopposed  motion,  he  would  ask  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  read  a  statement  from  the 
department  as  to  the  information  which  could 
be  supplied : — 

"  In  reference  to  the  above,  I  would  remark 
that  (1)  the  number  of  Chinese  in  the  colony 
on  31st  March,  1894,  can  be  given ;  but,  as  re- 
gards ,°  (2)  the  number  of  all  other  Asiatics 
(excluding  Chinese)  for  the  above  date,  it  can- 
not be  stated  exactly.  The  latest  information 
is  that  of  the  census  of  April,  1891,  at  which 
time  the  number  must  have  been  exceedingly 
small.  Of  1,168  persons  born  in  India,  only 
seventeen  were  stated  to  be  of  the  Asiatic  race. 
There  were,  besides,  276  persons  born  in  various 
foreign  countries  other  than  those  of  Europe, 
China,  the  Continents  of  Africa  and  America. 
A  few  of  them  may  have  been  Asiatics,  but 
details  have  not  been  kept." 

Uolion  agreed  to. 


CUSTOMS  REVENUE. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  he  will  state  for  the  information 
of  the  House  the  amount  of  revenue  received 
by  the  Customs  for  the  month  ending  Slst 
of  August  last  ?  He  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  if  he  would,  in  addition  to  supplying 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  question,  be 
good  enough  to  adopt  the  course  which  had 
been  usually  foUowed  by  previous  Govern- 
ments, and,  after  the  rising  of  the  House,  give 
the  public  that  information  as  to  the  Customs 
revenue  which  was  previously  supplied  monthly 
by  all  Colonial  Treasurers,  and  even  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  until  December 
last. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  appeared  to  have  a  misconception  of 
what  his  idea  was  in  not  giving  this  informa- 
tion monthly.  He  had  informed  the  House 
before,  and  he  repeated  it  now,  that  the  with- 
holding of  this  information  monthly  was  not 
done  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  back  from 
honourable  members  or  from  the  country  the 
particulars  of  the  revenue.  The  object  of  the 
change  was  to  insure  that  the  information 
should  not  be  misleading,  as  they  knew  very 
well  that  in  some  months  there  was  a  folling- 
off  in  the  revenue,  while,  perhaps,  the  next 
month  there  might  be  an  excessive  amount,  so 
that  the  state  of  the  monthly  returns  did  not 
give  a  proper  idea  of  what  the  position  of  the 
Customs  revenue  was.  The  right  way  was  to 
take  the  quarterly  statement,  which  would  give 
a  fair  estimate  and  a  correct  idea  of  the  re- 
turns from  the  Customs  Department  during 
the  three  months.  He  thought  the  former  sys- 
tem, which  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted 
him  to  revert  to,  was  a  mistaken  one.  He 
was,  however,  prepared  to  consider  whether  it 
vias  desirable  to  revert  to  the  old  system  or  not. 
As  to  the  question  whether  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  lay  the  statement  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  for  a  particular  month 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  he  might  say  that 
at  the  end  of  this  month  the  quarterly  state- 
ment, covering  this  particular  month,  would  be 
laid  on  the  table  in  the  usual  way.  He  could 
inform  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
revenue  for  last  month  was  considerably  be- 
yond the  average  of  the  monthly  statistics  of 
the  Customs  Department,  and  in  that  respect 
was  very  satisfaototy.  He  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  was  not  with- 
holding the  particulars  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  not  giving  information,  but  because  this  was 
a  bad  way  to  give  it.  He  thought  the  course 
which  he  (Mr.  Weurd)  suggested  was  the  one 
which  would  give  the  House  the  fullest  in- 
formation at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  will,  in  the  Public  Works  Statement,  an- 
nounce the  decision  of  the  Government  re- 
specting the  route  determined  upon  for  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  ?  Hia 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that,  owing 
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to  the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  loute  to 
be  adopted  for  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Bailway,  a  great  portion  of  the  money  set 
apart  for  the  construction  of  the  railway  had 
been  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  Kative  lands, 
to  surveys,  and  also  to  road -making  in  the 
interior  of  the  Island,  and  to  snagging  the 
Wanganui  Kiver.  He  thought  it  was  advisable 
that  the  Premier  should  indicate  to  the  House 
and  the  country  the  route  it  was  proposed  to 
recommend  for  the  construction  of  this  railway, 
ftnd  also  whether  more  rapid  progress  might  not 
be  made  with  the  construction  of  the  railway 
than  had  been  made  during  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  inform  the  honourable  member  as  to  the 
necessity  there  was  for  the  Qovemment,  when 
bringing  down  the  Public  Works  Statement,  to 
set  out  what  they  intended  to  ask  Parliament  to 

o  ~  make  appropriations  for.  The  question 
of  route  was  not  before  the  Government 
at  all ;  it  was  a  question  of  what  allocations 
would  be  made  out  of  revenues  available  for 
the  Main  Trunk  Bailway.  That  was  the  only 
question  before  the  Government.  The  question 
of  the  route  had  been  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  and  that  Oommittee  had  reported. 
They  had  the  Engineers'  reports  now,  and  it 
was  his  intention  to  refer  the  reports  of  the 
Engineers  upon  this  railway  to  the  Bailways 
Committee,  and  ask  the  Committee  to  report 
thereon.  The  reason  why  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  deal  with  this  question  oould  not 
finally  report  was  obvious,  and  arose  from  the 
fact  that  they  hod  insufficient  information. 
However,  the  information  was  now  in  possession 
of  the  House,  and  he  intended  to  move,  as  he 
had  said,  that  the  Engineers'  reports  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Bailways  Committee. 

WARKWOBTH  BOADS. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Premier,  In  what 
way  he  intends  to  give  effect  to  the  promise 
which  he  made  to  a  deputation  of  settlers  at 
Warkworth  wlien  he  told  them  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  either  take  over  the  main  road 
or  provide  funds  for  the  local  bodies  to  do  the 
v?ork? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  first  have  ascertained 
■whether  or  not  any  such  promise  had  been 
made.  He  had  no  recollection  of  having  made 
such  a  promise ;  consequently  it  was  scarcely 
fair  to  ask  him  in  what  way  he  was  going  to 
give  effect  to  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knew  very  well  that  this  matter  was  brought 
np  in  the  middle  of  an  election,  and  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  would  have  been 
improper  to  have  made  such  a  promise.  He 
was  very  much  amused  when  he  read  the  ques- 
tion, as  he  saw  what  was  beneath  it.  How- 
ever, he  would  not  refer  any  further  to  that,  as 
he  might  be  brought  up  for  breach  of  privilege. 
It  would  be  seen  from  the  Press  reports  that 
he  had  informed  the  deputation  which  waited 
upon  him  at  Warkworth  that  the  Government 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration  ;  and 
it  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  and  the  Government  were  of  opinion 
Mr,  MitcJtelion 


that  there  were  places  in  the  colony  in  which 
there  were  main  roads  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  the  ratepayers  or  the  local  authori- 
ties to  maintain.  There  were  proposals  before 
the  House  at  present,  and,  if  those  proposals 
were  carried,  his  colleague  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  no  doubt  give  favourable  con- 
sideration to  such  requests  as  were  contained 
in  the  question,  both  from  this  local  body  and 
from  other  looaj  bodies  similarly  situated. 

EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, — 
(1.)  If  they  will  favour  a  Grand  National  Exhi- 
bition of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Industries,  to 
be  held  in  Wellington,  to  illustrate  the  rise  and 
progress  of  New  Zealand,  the  said  exhibition  to 
be  held  in  the  year  1900  ?  (2.)  If  they  approve, 
will  they  recommend  the  setting  aside  of  £3,000 
a  year  for  this  national  purpose,  and  make  a 
start  at  once,  so  that  the  greater  part  of  this 
work  may  be  done  by  the  Government  staff, 
such  as  preparing  ^ound  and  plans,  &c.  7  (3.) 
Will  they  submit  this  scheme  to  their  Engineer, 
with  a  view  to  getting  him  to  report  if  it  is 
feasible  or  practicable  to  build  the  said  exhibi- 
tion of  brick  and  stone,  so  that  it  can  be  used 
afterwards  for  a  permanent  Parliament  Build- 
ing or  National  Museum,  or  for  any  other 
national  purposes?  This  was  a  most  import- 
ant national  question,  and  the  reason  he  hgid 
placed  it  upon  the  Order  Paper  was  that  for 
a  long  time  it  had  been  suggested  that  the 
House  should  set  aside  a  vote  of  £10,000  for  the 
construction  of  a  brick  library ;  if  his  sugges- 
tion, however,  were  carried  out,  it  would  got 
over  the  difficulty.  He  awaited  patiently  the 
reply  of  the  Government,  knowing  their  desire 
to  see  the  colony  progress. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were  of 
opinion  that  one  of  the  safest  ways  of  providing 
for  the  arts,  manufactures,  and  industries  of 
the  colony  was  by  making  the  country  progress 
by  placing  the  people  upon  the  land.  If  they 
found  the  country  prosperous  and  land-settle- 
ment going  on,  the  arts,  industries,  and  manu- 
factures would  progress  also  in  the  towns. 
Those  matters  would  not  be  lost  sight  of;  hub 
he  thought  the  money  asked  for  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  better  expended  in 
making  roads  and  bridges  for  settlers  in  the 
country  districts.  There  was  another  objec- 
tion to  granting  the  honourable  gentleman's 
request,  which  was  that,  even  if  the  matter 
were  taken  up  by  any  of  the  large  centres, 
unless  the  public  generally  went  into  the  ques- 
tion it  would  not  be  a  success;  and  for  the 
Government  to  take  it  up  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances would,  in  his  opinion,  result  in 
failure.  If  any  part  of  the  colony  should 
propose  anything  of  the  kind,  and  apply  to 
Parliament  for  assistance,  that  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  carefully  consider  it,  but  for  the 
Government  to  take  the  initiative  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  a  mistake. 

SHEEP  DISEASE  IN  NOBTH  ISLAND. 
Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Whether  he  will  direct  the  veterinary 
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mgeons  of  his  department  to  take  whatever 
■taps  may  be  necessary  to  discover,  if  possible, 
a  lemedy  for  the  sheep  disease  from  which 
most  ol  the  flocks  in  the  North  Island  ore  suf- 
fering at  the  present  time  ? 

Mr.  J.  McRBNZIB  replied  that  the  Qovern- 
Bent  had  already  an  experimental  farm  in 
existence,  near  Waverley,  in  which  those  in- 
qniries  and  experiments  were  being  carried  out, 
and  every  care  would  be  taken  that  every  case 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Government 
should  be  subjected  to  experiment  at  this  farm. 

Hr.  MASSBY  asked  if  experiments  were 
being  made  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  3.  McKJBNZIE  said,  Yes. 

CLOVEB-SEED. 

Hr.  BXJDDO  asked  the  Government,  In  view 
«(  the  successful  cultivation  and  production  of 
leddover  and  cowgrass  seeds  in  New  Zealand, 
will  they  take  into  consideration  the  question 
of  granting  a  bonus  on  the  export  of  clover- 
te«ids,  sach  bonus  to  be  granted  on  per  hundred- 
weight of  red-olover  and  cowgrass,  but  would 
leqnire  to  be  on  per  pound  on  the  finer  clovers, 
inch  as  white-clover  and  alsike?  He  might 
state  there  was  a  large  amount  of  money  leav- 
ing this  colony  annually  for  grass-seeds,  and, 
though  they  had  nearly  overtakken  the  colonial 
demand  in  the  heavier  seeds,  sncfa  as  cowgrass 
•nd  red-clover,  he  believed  that,  with  a  little 
care,  they  would  be  able  to  export  in  the  course 
of  a  year  or  two  a  considerable  amount  of 
red-clover  and  covr-grass  seed;  and  we  ought 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  small  seeds,  such 
as  white-clover  and  alsike.  Those  seeds  were 
more  difficult  to  grow,  and  the  amount  of 
labour  required  was  nearly  double  that  re- 
quired in  growing  the  oow-grass  or  red-clover 
seed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government  had 
considered  this  matter  very  carefully,  and  had 
eome  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be 
advisable  at  the  present  time  to  grant  a  bonus 
for  this  purpose. 

STATE  FARM. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  furnish  some  information  to 
the  House  touching  the  progress  of  the  State 
farm,  and  generally  its  aims  and  objects  as  a 
State  institution?  He  understood  that  there 
were  State  farms,  more  than  one,  and  a  state- 
ment from  the  Minister  in  regard  to  any  of 
them  would  give  the  information  required. 

Ur.  REEVES  said  there  was  a  statement 
with  regard  to  the  State  farms  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Labour  Department,  and  there 
would  be,  of  course,  speoial  statements  with 
regard  to  the  matter  in  every  annual  report 
issued  by  that  department.  Since  the  report 
was  written  he  might  state  that  considerable 
progress  had  been  made.  There  were  now 
fifteen  families  there,  and  there  would  be  three 
more  very  shortly.  The  work  of  cultivation 
and  of  felling  the  bush  was  going  on  steadily. 
People  were  erecting  cottages  —  he  thought 
there  were  seventeen  erected  there  now — and 
generally  speaking  the  condition  of  the  place 


was  satisfactory.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
cared  for  any  more  specific  or  detailed  informa- 
tion he  should  be  most  happy  to  give  it  to  him, 
as  he  had  a  good  many  details  in  his  posses- 
sion in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  understood  the  State 
farms  were  under  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and 
he  had,  consequently,  expected  a  reply  from 
him. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  No ;  he  was  the  Minister 
in  charge. 

MATATA  NATIVE  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  it  is  correct  that  the  Native  school  at 
Matata,  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  has  been  closed ; 
and,  if  so,  why  this  was  done? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  work  at  that  school 
was  BtiU  going  on,  and  he  trusted  it  would  con- 
tinue to  go  on  in  future. 

GRAPES. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  the  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms, Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remove  the 
prohibition  on  the  importation  of  grapes  to  the 
colony  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  from  information  the 
Agricultural  Department  had  received  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  it  was  considered  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  take  precautions  against 
phylloxera,  which  was  very  destructive  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  it  was  not  considered  desirable  to 
admit  grapes  into  this  colony  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  why  the  Government 
considered  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  other  fruits  which  this  disease  did  not 
aSect  7 

Mr.  WARD  would  be  glad  to  find  out,  and  let 
the  honourable  gentleman  know. 

INTERCOLONIAL  FBEE-TRADE. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Premier,  If,  in 
view  of  the  revulsion  of  feeling  in  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  in  favour  of  intercolonial  free- 
trade,  the  Government  will  at  once  communi- 
cate with  the  Governments  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  with  a  view  to  holding  an  inter- 
colonial conference  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
trade  relations  between  the  various  colonies? 
He  need  hardly  say  this  was  a  very  important 
question,  and  one  which,  unfortunately,  had 
for  a  long  time  been  overlooked,  on  account, 
probably,  of  a  number  of  other  minor  questions 
having  to  be  considered.  He  would  very  much 
like  to  see  the  different  colonies  come  to  some 
understanding  with  regard  to  the  tariffs,  and 
he  hoped  to  receive  a  satisfactory  reply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were  not 
at  all  sure  that  there  had  been  any  general  re- 
vulsion of  feeling  in  the  colonies  in  reference  to 
this  matter.  They  had  only  the  honourable 
gentleman's  authority  for  it.  It  was  quite  true 
that  the  Free-traders  had  carried  the  elections 
in  New  South  Wales ;  but  he  might  say  that 
the  Government  on  two  occasions  had  made 
some  advances  in  this  direction.  On  one  occa- 
sion the  Colonial  Treasurer,  when  he  visited 
Australia,  was  empowered,  on  behalf  of  tha 
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late  Administration,  to  make  every  eSort  to 
reciprocate  with  one  or  the  whole  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies.  His  advances,  however,  were 
met  rather  coldly  at  that  time.  On  a  later 
occasion,  when  a  representative  of  the  colony 
went  to  the  Canadian  Conference,  he  was  re- 
quested to  ascertain  what  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  in  regard  to  a  proposal  to  recipro- 
cate with  New  South  Wales  or  other  colonies, 
in  the  event  of  his  having  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  the  Premiers  of  those  colonies.  He 
might  say  that  the  information  he  had  received 
from  that  gentleman  was  not  at  all  of  a  favour- 
able character  —  in  fact,  quite  the  reverse 
as  regarded  Kew  South  Wales.  However,  the 
elections  had  since  taken  place,  and  there  might 
be  a  change.  He  hoped  there  was  a  change 
for  the  better,  and  that  the  retaliatory  tariff 
of  that  colony  would  be  repealed,  or  amended 
in  the  direction  of  allowing,  on  terms  fair  to 
both  colonies,  the  products  of  Now  Zealand 
to  enter  New  South  Wales.  The  Government 
would  not  lose  sight  of  the  question.  He  thought 
he  was  voicing  the  feeling  of  the  House  and  the 
country  when  he  said  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  they  were 
quite  prepared  to  reciprocate  with  either  one 
or  the  whole  of  them. 

POLICE-CONSTABLES  MOVED. 

Mr.  BUICK  asked  the  Qovemment,  If  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  Defence  Department  to  pay 
the  expenses  incurred  by  constables  in  the 
Police  Force  who  are  shifted  from  one  part  of 
the  colony  to  another  at  the  instigation  of  the 
department  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Yes ;  it  was  the  practice, 
when  removing  any  constable,  to  pay  all  reason- 
able expenses. 

H.  GAY. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  direct  the  Bailway  Com- 
missioners to  forward  an  official  reply  to  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Henry  Gay,  of  Oamaru,  and 
their  decision  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Bailways  Committee  of  this  House?  This 
was  a  question  which  would  interest  a  great 
many  members  of  the  House,  who  would  like 
to  understand  how  the  Commissioners  could 
be  approached.  There  was  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Bailways  Committee  a  month 
or  more  ago,  but  since  then  he  had  hod  no 
intimation  officially  as  to  what  action  was  to  be 
taken  in  the  matter.  He  would  like  to  know 
from  the  Minister  whether  the  Bailways  Com- 
mittee or  the  House  could  in  any  way  approach 
the  Commissioners  in  order  to  get  answers  to 
questions  from  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  afraid  there  was  no  way 
of  approaching  the  Bailway  Commissioners 
direct.  That,  he  thought,  had  been  ruled 
previously.  It  was  a  very  good  reason  why  the 
House  should  place  itself  in  the  position  of 
being  able  to  deal  with  matters  of  such  import- 
ance. He,  at  all  events,  would  write  to  the 
Commissioners  and  ask  what  their  intentions 
were  in  respect  to  the  petitioner  mentioned  in 
the  question.  He  might  say  that  the  rule 
Mr.Seddon 


followed  was  for  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to 
communicate  with  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works,  and  through  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  communications  went  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  replies  were  sent  by  the  satns 
channel.  He  would  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter,  and  ask  the  Commissioners  to  send  ft 
reply. 

WELLINGTON-PALMEBSTON   TELE- 
PHONE. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  the  Postmaster-Qeneral, 
If  he  will  arrange  for  the  completion  of  tele- 
phone connection  between  Wellington  an<3 
Palmerston  North,  and  between  the  telephone 
exchanges  in  those  centres  ?  He  would  like  to 
point  out  to  the  Postmaster-General  that  al- 
ready there  was  telephonic  communication 
between  Wellington  and  Palmerston,  with  th» 
exception  of  two  small  gaps  between  Parapara- 
umu  and  Otaki,  and  Shannon  and  Longbum< 
If  these  two  gaps  were  filled  up  there  would 
be  complete  telephonic  communication.  That 
would  be  a  great  advantage  not  only  to  the 
publio  generally,  but  to  the  residents  in  the 
places  named. 

Mr.  WABD  said  if  the  completion  of  the  gaps 
referred  to  would  enable  this  work  to  be  done 
the  Government  would  be  very  glad  to  have  it 
done ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  line  was  10& 
miles  in  length,  and  if  a  No.  8  iron  wire,  which 
was  the  wire  now  used  in  the  colony,  were 
erected  between  Wellington  and  Palmerston 
the  continued  induction  would  be  so  great  aa 
to  render  the  wire  useless  for  telephone  pur- 
poses. The  only  way  in  which  that  could  bo 
done  would  be  by  erecting  a  main  trunk  copper 
wire,  and  to  do  that  would  cost  over  £2,000. 
It  seemed  to  him,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  have  such  a  line 
erected  between  here  and  Palmerston,  or,  he 
might  say,  between  any  towns  at  such  distances 
apart  in  New  Zealand,  until  the  copper-wire 
system  was  adopted.  Under  present  arrange- 
ments the  telephone  system  for  such  long  dis> 
tances  was  absolutely  useless.  He  had  tried 
the  experiment  himself,  and  he  might  assure 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely unworkable. 

"  SABAH  AND  MABY." 
Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Minister  in  ohargo 
of  the  Customs  Department,  Whether  he  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  the  result  com- 
municated to  the  House,  as  to  the  seaworthi- 
ness or  otherwise  of  the  "  Sarah  and  Mary," 
which  is  reported  to  have  left  the  Thames  in 
June  last  with  a  cargo  of  timber  for  the  South, 
to  have  been  compelled  to  put  into  Napier  foe 
refuge,  to  have  partly  unloaded  and  undergone 
repair  at  Napier,  and  to  have  reached  Lyttelton 
on  the  21st  3^uly  in  a  sinking  condition  ?  He 
had  been  induced  to  ask  the  question  in  con- 
sequence of  the  singular  agreement  in  sequence 
of  events  as  shown  in  newspaper  statements. 
The  House  would  probably  pardon  him  for  a 
moment  if  he  quoted  some  of  the  statements 
which  were  made  in  reference  to  this  vessel. 
The  Eawke's  Bay  Herald  of  the  a9th  Jane 
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•Uted,  ■■  The  brig&ntine  '  Sarah  and  Mary '  put 
in  here  yesterday  in  a  sinking  condition.  Cap- 
tain reported  had  left  Thames  on  19th ;  scarcely 
clear  before  vessel  began  to  leak  badly ;  crew 
took  to  pumps,  and  captain  took  refuge  under 
Mercniy  Island,  where,  in  smooth  water,  crew 
were  hardly  able  to  keep  water  under  by  con- 
stant pomping.  Left  Mercury  Island,  and, 
when  ofi  Portland,  the  leak  increased  to 
lOin.  per  hour ;  and  the  crew,  quite  worn  out  by 
incessant  working,  demanded  that  the  vessel 
shonld  pnt  into  Napier,  which  was  done."  The 
Hawke't  Bay  Herald  added,  "  The  '  Sarah  and 
Mary  '  is  an  old  vessel  of  thirty  years,  labours 
very  heavily  in  rough  weather,  and  ia  now  in 
sach  a  rickety  condition  that  it  was  fortunate 
for  the  crew  no  catastrophe  occurred."  The 
LytUUon  Tivies  of  the  23rd  July  stated  that  of 
her  cargo  of  130,000ft.  of  timber  45,000ft.  were 
discharged  at  Napier.  .  The  Evening  News  and 
Bawke't  Bay  Advertiser  of  July  12  reported, 
"The '  Sarah  and  Mary '  towed  out  this  morning. 
She  had  taken  on  board  an  American  patent 
pomp  with  her,  which  would  enable  the  crew  to 
keep  her  dry  should  she  commence  to  leak 
a^in  on  the  passage.  As  she  was  considerably 
lightened,  she  should  reach  her  destination 
mthont  farther  mishap."  The  Chriilchurch 
Press  of  the  23rd  July  said,  "  Extra  hands  were 
■hipped  at  Napier  for  the  voyage  down."  The 
LytUlttm  Times  of  the  28rd  July  said,  "  '  Sarah 
and  Maiy '  left  Napier,  making  lOin.  of  water 
per  hoar,  increasing  to  15in.,  16in.,  17in.,  18in. 
at  sea;  pumps  kept  going  the  whole  voyage. 
Ofi  Cape  Palliser  met  particularly  stormy 
weather  ;  pumping  had  to  be  kept  going  if  ship 
kept  afloat  to  reach  Lyttelton.  When  enter- 
ing Lyttelton  Heads  she  was  making  16in.  per 
hour,  on  the  21st  July."  It  was  right  to  state 
tiiat  the  newspapers  said  that  the  "  Sarah 
and  Mary  "  belonged  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Waterson,  of 
Invercargill,  who,  during  the  year,  had  lost  the 
iron  barque  "  Gazelle."  The  barque  "  Othello," 
on  the  eve  of  very  extensive  and  necessary  re- 
pairs, was  sold  for  a  coal  hulk.  The  schooner 
"  Crest  of  the  Wave"  was  lost  on  the  voyage 
from  Timaru  to  the  Blufi.  The  "  Circe  "  was 
lost  on  the  Australian  coast  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  he  thought  a  case  had 
been  ma^e  out  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  knew  Mr.  Waterson,  and 
he  might  state  that  he  was  one  of  the  most 
careful  men  in  this  colony,  so  far  as  ships 
were  concerned,  and  he  thought  there  was  no 
shipowner  in  the  colony  who  expended  more 
money  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  bis  vessels  in 
thorough  repair  than  Mr.  Waterson  did. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  does  not  insure. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  addition  to  that,  Mr. 
Waterson  did  not  insure. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  if  that  was  not  rather  a 
proof  that  his  ships  were  not  worth  insuring. 

Mr.  WARD  might  state  that  one  of  the 
vessels  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
named  as  having  been  lost  was  one  of  the  finest 
vessels  in  the  colony.  She  was  a  splendid  ves- 
tal in  every  sense  of  the  term.    As  a  reflection 


heid  been  made  upon  an  enterprising  shipowner 
— from  want  of  information,  he  had  no  doubt — 
he  thought  it  was  only  right  that  he  should  say 
what  he  knew  upon  this  matter.  The  "  Sarah 
and  Mary,"  he  was  informed,  before  leaving 
Napier  on  the  voyage  in  question,  was  surveyed 
by  two  shipmasters,  Captains  Dawson  and 
Todd,  who  recommended  that  before  proceed- 
ing to  sea  a  certain  quantity  of  her  cargo  — 
timber— should  be  discharged  at  Napier.  The 
quantity  of  timber  so  discharged  was  45,000ft. 
Certain  repairs  recommended  by  the  two  ship- 
masters were  also  done.  The  whole  crew  were 
willing  to  go  to  sea  in  the  vessel,  and  she  left 
on  her  voyage.  On  reaching  Lyttelton  she  was 
docked,  and  underwent  a  thorough  overhaul, 
and  the  surveyor  certified  that  the  vessel  had 
been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired.  She 
was  thirty  yeais  old,  but  was  not  at  all  an- 
seaworthy.  There  were  many  other  vessels  of 
that  age  at  sea.  If  it  were  necessary  to  have 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter  he  would  afiord  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  fullest  facilities  for 
it,  but  he  could  assure  him  that  the  Customs 
Department  had  a  certificate  from  the  sur- 
veyors of  the  Underwriters'  Association  stating 
that  the  vessel  was  in  a  thoroughly  seagoing 
condition,  and  that  nothing  further  was  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  TANKER  said  he  neither  desired  to  cast, 
nor  had  he  cast,  the  slightest  reflection  on  the 
owner  of  the  vessel.  All  his  statements  were 
copied  word  for  word  from  the  newspaper 
reports,  and  he  did  not  add  any  comment  to 
those  reports. 

AUDIT  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  intends  to  appoint  a  Commission  of 
inquiry  into  the  methods  and  working  of  the 
Audit  Department  ?  He  might  remind  the 
Minister  that,  when  he  was  asked  early  in  the 
session  as  to  an  inquiry  being  held  with  re- 
gard to  the  Public  Trust  Office  accounts,  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that  accountants 
would  be  appointed  to  make  an  inquiry  into 
both  the  Public  Trust  Office  and  the  Audit 
Office.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  into  the  Pub- 
lic Trust  Office  hod  been  made  known,  and  it 
was  satisfactory,  he  supposed.  Therefore  there 
must  be  a  screw  loose  in  the  Audit  Department. 
He  trusted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have 
a  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
system  adopted  by  the  Audit  Department. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  inquiry  to  which  he 
formerly  alluded,  so  far  as  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment was  concerned,  was  as  to  whether  they 
conducted  their  system  of  audit  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Public  Trust  Office  in  such  a  way 
as  they  ought  to  do  in  such  an  important 
branch  of  business.  The  investigation  into 
the  Public  Trust  Office  accounts  showed  that 
the  accounts  were  thoroughly  well  kept.  He 
might  say  that  the  Government  were  of  opinion 
generally  that  the  audit  system  in  this  colony 
required  reorganizing,  inasmuch  as  the  sepa- 
rate system  of  auditing  accounts  at  present  in 
existence  was  very  unsatisfactory.  To  have  a 
proper  audit  it  should  bo  under  the  complete 
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control  of  the  Audit  Depurtment.  During  the 
recess  the  Government  would  consider  this 
matter,  and  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with 
the  whole  question  when  Parliament  met  next 
year.    It  was  a  very  important  matter. 

INEBRIATES. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether  he  is  aware  that  some  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  have  refused  to  commit 
inebriates  to  the  asylums ;  and  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  talce  to  provide  sufficient  accommo- 
dation for  such  persons  ?  It  was  sixteen  years 
since  this  question  first  came  before  Parlia- 
ment. A  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Legis- 
lative Council  by  Sir  George  Wbitmore,  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  to  have  this  question  put 
on  a  proper  footing,  but  nothing  had  been  done ; 
and  now  one  or  more  Judges  pf  the  Supreme 
Court  refused  to  send  any  inebriates  to  an 
asylum,  because  there  was  no  special  provision 
made  for  their  treatment.  He  thought  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Luna- 
tics Act,  that  there  should  be  put  up  at  one 
of  the  asylums  in  the  North  Island,  and  per- 
haps also  in  the  South  Island,  some  special 
buildings  in  which  special  treatment  could  be 
given  to  those  people  who  could  not  keep  away 
from  drink  so  long  as  we  had  drink  sold  in 
the  colony. 

Mr.  REEVES  believed  that  Judge  Williams, 
two  years  ago,  on  the  appeal  of  a  patient  de- 
tained in  the  Ashburn  Hall,  decided  that  the 
patient  should  not  be  detained  because  he  could 
not  be  kept  in  a  separate  ward. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — He  has  refused  to  send 
them  since. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Judge  on  that  occa- 
sion refused  to  sanction  the  detention  of  the 
inmate  at  Ashbum  Hall  because  ho  was  not 
being  kept  in  a  separate  ward  there — away 
from  the  other  inmates— although,  under  the 
Lunatics  Act,  that  was  absolutely  necessary  in 
the  case  of  inebriates.  It  would  be  therefore 
necessary  for  the  department  either  to  build 
a  separate  inebriates'  home  or  a  separate 
wing  to  an  asylum.  Perhaps  the  better  course 
to  pursue  would  be  to  build  a  separate  home 
altogether.  There  was  a  home  built  at  Sunny- 
side  a  number  of  years  ago,  but  in  1881  Mr. 
Dick,  then  Colonial  Secretary,  had  it  converted 
into  a  doctor's  residence.  He  believed  that  in 
Victoria  they  had  established  two  inebriates' 
homes,  but  that  since  then  they  hod  been 
both  closed  on  the  ground  of  expense.  So  far 
as  his  department  was  concerned,  it  was  abso- 
lutely a  financial  matter.  When  the  Cabinet 
saw  their  way  to  grant  the  mone^  he  would 
be  most  happy  to  establish  an  inebriates'  home. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  thiug.  It 
was  purely  a  financial  matter,  and,  so  far,  the 
Government  had  not  seen  its  way  to  grant  the 
money. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber  would  look  at  some  of  the  old  buildings 
connected  with  some  asylums,  and  see  if  they 
oould  not  be  used  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  do  so. 
Mr.  Ward 


GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

ADJOCBNED  DEBATE. 

goQ  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — Sir,  on 
'  Friday  night  we  listened  to  a  very  in- 
teresting speech  by  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  which  is 
now  before  us — the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill — and  we  listened  to  it  with  the 
more  interest  because  it  was  naturally  thought 
that  he,  being  a  critic  of  the  Government, 
would  endeavour  to  put  his  finger  on  the 
weakest  points  in  the  Bill.  This,  I  think,  he 
did  in  many  instances.  Many  of  the  points  he 
brought  forward  were  undoubtedly  weak  points 
in  the  Bill,  and  deserve  the  best  attention  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  For  instance,  the  ob- 
jections he  made  with  regard  to  the  expense 
seemed  to  me  vital  objections.  The  proposal 
to  have  District  Solicitors  and  District  Valuers 
seems  a  very  complicated  scheme.  He  raised 
that  objection,  and  I  think  rightly,  and  hoped 
that  some  simpler  scheme  would  be  arrived  at. 
Then,  I  agree  with  him  with  regard  to  the  land- 
bonds.  The  issuing  of  land-bonds  seems  to  me 
an  unnecessary  and  complicated  proceeding; 
and  I  am  also  mclined  to  agree  with  him  in 
connection  with  the  lost  remark  he  made,  with 
regard  to  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  when  he  said  it 
was  entirely  unfair  that  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
should  not  apply  to  debts  to  the  Government 
incurred  under  this  Bill.  I  agree  that  the 
Bankruptcy  Act  should  apply  to  such  debta. 
It  would  be  quite  unfair  that,  where  a  settler 
has  gone  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court  and 
has  been  freed  from  his  liabilities  with  regard 
to  other  creditors,  has  had  his  land  sold  up,  and 
is,  in  fact,  worth  nothing,  he  should  still  be 
obliged  to  owe  a  debt  to  the  State  which  he 
does  not  owe  to  other  creditors.  That,  how- 
ever, is  a  Committee  objection,  and  I  hope  in 
Committee  it  will  be  obviated.  But  I  was 
sorry  to  notice  in  his  speech  the  same  note  of 
pessimism  with  regard  to  advances  to  colonists 
which  he  struck  in  speaking  on  the  Financial 
Statement.  He  said  he  thought  it  was  im- 
possible that  this  loan  could  be  raised  at  3^  per 
cent,  when  the  previous  loans  had  not  been 
raised  at  that,  and  he  thought  the  credit  of 
the  colony  was  not  good  enough  to  enable  it  to 
obtain  money  at  that  rate.  Now,  I  do  not 
think  he  gave  sufficient  reason  for  his  belief. 
Ho  said — or  rather  he  asked  whether  the  Agent- 
General  had  not  telegraphed  that  the  colony 
could  not  obtain  money  at  8}  per  cent. ;  and  it 
was  replied  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  it 
was  not  a  fact,  and  that  the  Agent-General 
hod  not  done  so.  He  did  not,  I  think,  give 
sufficient  reasons  why  we  should  not  be  ahle  to 
raise  money  at  that  rate.  When  we  look  at 
what  the  neighbouring  colonies  are  doing,  I  see 
no  sufficient  reason  myself  why  we  should  not. 
I  read  in  the  newspaper  on  Fridav  that  New 
South  Wales  is  floating  a  loan  of  £832,000  at 
Si  per  cent.,  with  a  minimum  of  100,  and  that 
the  tenders  are  to  be  opened  on  the  20th.  It 
said  the  success  of  that  issue  was  certain,  as 
it  was  already  quoted  at  a  ^  premium.  Now, 
if  New  South  Wales  can  raise  a  loan  at  par. 
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which  is  qtioted  at  a  premium,  I'  think  New 
Zealand  should  be  in  a  condition  to  do  the 
■ame.     If  we  look  at  the  condition  ol  New 
Soath  Wales  stocks  and  the  condition  of  New 
Zealand  stocks  we  shall  find  that,  whether  it 
is  Si  per   cent,  or  4  per  cent.,  New  Zealand 
■tands  the  highest,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  do  the  same  as  Now  South  Wales. 
Then,  Sir,  I  think  he  might  have  left  out  one 
word  in  his  speech,  and  that  was  the  word 
"repudiation."     He  introduced  it  towards  the 
end  of  his  speech.    It  was  entirely  unprovoked, 
absolutely  uncalled-for ;  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  any  New  Zealand  statesman  should  intro- 
duce such  a  word  in  the  debate  in  this  House. 
If  there  is  one  word  more  than  another  which 
ought  to  b«  considered  unparliamentary  it  is 
tbM.    I  hope,  when  oar  credit  is  the  highest 
of  any  of  uie  Australasian  Colonies,  we  shall 
Bot  hear  even  a  passing  remark  with  regard  to 
repudiation.     Now,  Sir,  I  am  supporting  this 
BUI  on  ita  second  reading  because  I  believe  in 
this  policy  of  lending  cheap  money  to  farmers — 
the  policy  which   the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
Tvoposed.     I  say  there  is  a  necessity  for  some 
Bill  of  this  sort  when  we  consider  that  the 
average  rate  of  interest  in  this  colony  is,  we 
will  say,  at  least  7  per  cent.,   and    that  will 
not  include  loans  to  small  farmers.     The  loans 
to  small  farmers  run  to  8  per  cent.,  and,  per- 
haps, to  9  per  cent. ;  and  when  the  Treasurer 
pcoposes  to  lednco  the  rate  of  interest,  and  to 
make  it  5  per  cent.,  we  see  that  this  is  some- 
thing whicn  is  not  only  necessary  bat  which 
will  be  a  great  gain  to  the  country.    That  is 
an  object  which  it  is  worth  legislating  about. 
If  the  rate  oan  be  reduced,  it  is  a  "  consumma- 
tion devoutly  to  be  wished."    We  often  hear  it 
said  as  a  joke  that  what  the  people  want  is 
a  Government  that  will  raise    the  price    of 
mutton  Id.  per  i>ound,  or  the  price  of  wheat. 
Well,  Sir,  of  course  we  cannot  do  that;  but 
I  think,    if   we   succeed  in  reducing  the  rate 
of  interest   by  perhaps  2  per  cent.,  we  shall 
be  doing  something  that  is  at  least  as  good. 
Besides  the  eSect  of  reducing  the  rate  of  in- 
terest on  the  loans  actually  made  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Government  lending  body,  it 
will  have  very  considerable  indirect  efieots.    It 
will,  I  think,  tend  also  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
interest  charged  by  the  large  lending  bodies  of 
New  Zealand,  for,  when  they  find  that  they 
cannot  get  the  same  interest  on  good  security 
since  the  Government  are  taking  up  the  loans, 
they  will  naturally  lower  their  charges,  and  we 
shejl  have  the  charges  lowered  all  over  New 
Zealand.     It  will  also  be  especially  beneficial 
to  small  farmers  and  settlers,  who  at  present 
have  to  pay  large  charges  before  they  get  their 
loans  at  all.    There  is  often  a  fee  charged  for 
obtaining  the  money,  and  this  and  the  valua- 
tion and  solicitor's  fees  ron  away  sometimes 
with  as  much  as  one  or  two  years'  interest  on 
the    loans.      With   this    scheme,   which   puts 
Tiluation  and  all  fees  on  a  simple  system,  with 
the  money  obtained  at  a  cheaper  rate  to  begin 
with,  with  lessened  initiative  charges  and  les- 
sened expenditure,  there  will  be  less  difficulty 
in  obtaining  loans.    The  senior  member  for 


Wellington  City  said  that  this  measure  would 
have  the  effect  of  driving  capital  from  the 
colony, — of  driving  away  the  loan  companies. 
If  we  drove  away  the  loan  companies,  what 
would  that  mean  ?  It  would  mean,  if  they 
were  driven  away,  that  the  rate  of  interest  had 
been  lowered  to  5  per  cent.  That  is  exactly 
what  we  are  trying  to  bring  about.  But  I  do 
not  think  it  wUl  drive  away  the  loan  com- 
panies. I  do  not  think  that  at  all  probable 
or  even  possible.  I  think  the  natural  effect 
will  be  that  it  will  tend  to  lower  the  rate  of 
interest — that  the  loon  companies  will  find  it 
necessary  to  lower  the  rate  of  interest,  and  will 
do  so  in  Consequence  all  over  the  colony,  so 
that  instead  of  driving  capital  out  of  the  colony 
it  will  succeed  in  keeping  in  the  colony  1  or  2 
per  cent,  of  the  capital  that  would  otherwise  go 
out  of  it  in  order  to  pay  interest  on  loans.  Now, 
a  great  deal  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
margin  of  the  loan — as  to  whether  we  had  suffi- 
cient margin  or  whether  we  had  not.  It  was 
said  that  we  had  not,  and  it  would  be  a  loss  to 
the  country.  But,  before  I  say  anything  on 
this  question,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Colonisd 
Treasurer  a  question.  The  question  I  should 
like  to- ask  is  this  :  Under  this  system,  are  the 
mortgagors  to  pay  the  land-tax,  or  are  they 
not  ?  I  should  like  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
answer  that, — Yes  or  No, — because  I  should 
then  know  how  to  proceed. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  will  answer  the  honourable 
gentleman  when  I  reply. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERy.— Quite  so,  Sir.  Then 
I  say 

Mr.  WARD.—"  Yes  "  or  "  No  "  would  not 
suffice  ;  it  would  require  an  explanation. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  do  not  know  what 
the  explanation  may  be  ;  I  only  know  that  this 
is  a  very  important  point — a  point  without 
which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discuss  the 
question  of  margin  at  all,  because  the  land-tax 
comes  to  about  i  per  cent.,  and  the  question 
of  {  per  cent,  one  way  or  the  other  is  a  ques- 
tion of  very  large  importance  as  affecting  the 
margin.  But  I  will  say,  if  the  mortgagors  are 
to  pay, — and  I  believe,  whether  they  are  to  pay 
or  not,  there  ought  to  be  no  question  whatever 
about  the  margin, — there  should  be  a  very  safe 
margin  for  the  difference  between  3}  per  cent, 
and  5  per  cent,  for  the  charges  of  raising  the  loan, 
the  Assurance  Fund,  which  is  ^  per  cent.,  and 
the  management  expenses.  Now  with  regard 
to  these  expenses  of  management.  Of  course 
we  cannot  tell  accurately  what  they  may  be ; 
although  we  make  an  estimate,  we  can  only 
guess  at  it  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  it  would  be 
interesting,  perhaps,  for  me  to  read  what  the 
expenses  of  management  have  been  in  other 
countries  in  which  they  have  some  system  of 
cridit  fancier  similar  to  this,  and  I  have  made 
a  note  of  what  they  are  in  several  countries. 
In  Pomorania  the  expenses  are  )  per  cent., 
in  Galicia  ^  per  cent.,  in  Wiirtemberg  i  per 
cent.,  in  Hanover  J  per  cent.,  in  Bavaria  1  per 
cent.,  including  management  and  reserve  fund. 
These,  Sir,  are  the  rates  in  countries  in  Europe, 
and,  of  course,  it  is  naturally  to  be  expected  in 
New  Zealand  we,  having  to  pay  higher  salaries. 
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shall  have  to  pay  more.  At  the  same  time,  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  a  margin,  between  the 
rates  I  have  quoted  and  what  we  should  have 
to  pay,  of  from  }  to  1  per  cent.,  according  as  to 
whether  we  pay  the  land-tax  or  the  mortgagors 
j)ay  the  land-tax.  It  seems  to  mo  that  there 
will  be  a  sufScient  margin.  Of  course  it  will 
be  a  matter  for  time  to  decide,  but,  looking  at 
it  now,  I  think  there  will  be.  I,  however, 
think,  if  we  are  going  to  make  this  a  safe 
scheme,  we  must,  if  we  can,  certainly  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  expenses.  We  can  reduce 
the  expense  of  the  District  Solicitors  and  the 
Valuers.  It  is  c^mte  true,  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  pointed  out,  that  they  would 
also  do  other  Government  business,  and  relieve 
the  Government  of  a  good  deal  of  expense; 
but  it  is  to  be  noted  that  we  have  it  in  the 
Bill  that  they  are  to  do  only  Government  busi- 
ness— that  it  is  to  be  impossible  for  them  to 
do  any  private  business  of  their  own.  I  think 
there  may  not  be,  perhaps,  in  some  districts, 
sufficient  Government  business  for  them  to  do. 
At  any  rate,  I  believe  it  would  be  cheaper  to 
employ  a  solicitor  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  WARD. — That  can  be  considered  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer says  he  is  prepared  to  consider  this  in 
Committee,  and  I  hope  he  will  eonsidor  it  with 
the  suggestion  I  am  making.  If  the  business 
is  given  to  a  private  solicitor  he  can  under- 
take to  do  it  more  cheaply,  because  having  the 
Government  business  will  attract  to  him  other 
clients  he  would  not  otherwise  got,  and  so  I 
should  think  he  could  do  it  as  cheaply  as  any 
one.  Then,  if  we  are  to  have  only  ten  districts, 
it  means,  perhaps,  that  there  will  be  only  one 
Solicitor  for  Canterbury,  and  it  would  be  a  long 
way  for  some  to  go  if  they  wanted  a  loan — to 
perliaps  the  centre  of  the  district — whereas,  if 
there  was  a  system  of  employing  private  solici- 
tors, a  man  might  go  to  the  solicitor  in  his 
district  and  have  the  business  arranged  there. 
The  same  thing  would,  to  a  large  extent,  apply 
to  the  Valuers.  It  seems  to  me  unnecessary 
to  have  an  official  Valuer  who  could  do  no 
other  business.  And,  while  speaking  of  Valuers, 
I  would  say- 1  hope  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
will  also  reconsider  the  question  of  Valuers' 
fees  in  Committee.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have 
high  fees,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  fees 
should  pay  their  way.  We  should  be  able  with 
the  fees  to  pay  the  Valuers;  they  should  be 
sufficient  to  do  that,  and  just  at  that  lowness, 
and  no  more.  Now  I  come  to  the  question 
which  is  to  some  extent  the  critical  point  of 
the  Bill — namely,  with  regard  to  the  amount 
to  be  advanced.  Wo  see  it  stated  in  the  Bill 
that  the  amount  is  to  be  two-thirds  valuation ; 
and  we  have  in  the  Financial  Statement  this 
statement :  '*  To  stipulate  that  these  advances 
should  only  be  made  upon  a  50 -per -cent, 
valuation  would,  in  my  opinion,  entirely  neu- 
tralise any  general  good  that  the  scheme  is 
intended  to  confer."  I  fail  to  see  how  it 
would  neutralise  this  general  good.  In  nearly 
every  country  in  the  world  in  which  a  State 
bank  or  a  credit  fonder  has  been  established 
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it  is  the  regular  practice  to  have  a  one-batf 
limit.  I  have  made  a  list  of  the  places  where 
the  advance  is  to  one-half,  and  where  it  may 
be  two-thirds,  which  I  will  read.  In  Poland, 
Galicia,  Wiirtemberg,  Saxony,  Hanover,  and 
Nassau,  one-half  is  the  maximum ;  and  there 
are  only  one  or  two  cases  I  have  been  able  to 
find  where  two -thirds  value  is  advanced — • 
namely,  Belgium  and  Denmark ;  and  in  those 
two  countries,  as  one  knows  very  well,  like  all 
old-settled  and  old-established  countries,  the 
land  is  not  very  variable  in  value.  Wo  have  ife 
stated  that  in  the  Government  lending  depart- 
ments— in  the  Trust  Office  and  Government! 
Insurance — the  maximum  is  also  one -half; 
and  we  have  heard  the  Colonial  Treasurer  tell 
us  what  a  very  great  business  they  have,  and 
how  much  they  lend  out.  He  said  that  what 
they  lend  is  a  very  considerable  sum,  that  they 
had  succeeded  in  lending  on  a  one-half  basis, 
and  the  Insurance  Department  had  only  lost 
about  £1,000  since  the  present  Board  came  into 
office,  which  appears  to  be  a  very  successful 
result  of  their  business.  It  has  been  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
that  this  Bill  has  been  taken  from  the  Victorian 
Bill — a  statement  in  which  I  do  not  agree  with 
him,  because  any  one  who  reads  the  two  Billa 
will  find  that  there  is  not  one  single  clause  the 
same.  But  there  is  one  remarkable  thing  in 
the  Victorian  Bill,  which  is  a  Bill  that  is  to 
give  advances  to  settlers  and  others,  called 
the  Savings-bank  Bill,  and  that  is  that  the 
limit  there  proposed  is  one-half.  If  we  go  to 
the  most  spendthrift  country  in  the  world — the 
Argentine  Republic — where  they  issue  cedulas 
and  pay  6  per  cent,  on  them,  we  find  it  there 
also  insisted  on  that  the  value  of  the  land  shall 
be  double  the  amount  of  the  loan.  If  we  loolr 
at  these  precedents  all  over  the  world  we  shall 
find  the  fallacy  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
opinion  that  having  a  limit  to  50  per  cent,  of 
value  would  entirely  neutralise  any  general 
good  that  the  system  is  intended  to  confer.  We 
shall  find  these  systems  have  been  established, 
and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  that 
the  good  has  not  been  neutralised  by  the  50  per 
cent,  which  is  insisted  upon.  And  we  have  a 
particular  position  here  as  compared  with  the 
countries  of  Europe.  In  those  countries,  as  I 
said  with  regard  to  Belgium,  which  have  been 
long  settled,  the  price  of  land  does  not  vary  as 
it  does  here.  In  New  Zealand  we  depend  so 
much  on  the  frozen-meat  trade,  the  dairy 
industry,  and  the  price  of  wool  that  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  the  land  to  vary  one-third  in 
value  within  six  months.  This  does  not  happen 
in  the  old  countries.  There  are  additional  un- 
certainties here  that  we  should  do  well  to 
guard  against.  Then,  we  know  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  advance  up  to  two- thirds,  and  we 
know  what  the  result  has  been  for  the  last  fevr 
years — that  nearly  every  loan  company  and 
private  capitalist  has  lost  money  by  it,  and 
especially  so  on  town  property.  Town  property 
is  much  more  variable  in  value  than  country 
property,  and  if  it  is  to  be  included  in  the  Bill 
— and  it  is  included  in  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
at  present — I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  favout- 
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aUy  consider  a  proposal  to  reduce  the  maxi- 
mnm  in  the  case  of  town  property,  even  if 
he  does  not  in  the  case  of  country  mortgages. 
The  first  tiling,  to  my  mind,  for  us  to  con- 
sider is  safety.  We  must  remember  we  are 
experimenting  with  the  money  belonging  to 
the  taxpayers,  and  we  ought  therefore  to  be 
most  specially  sareful.  y/e  cannot  think,  of 
coarse,  of  avoiding  all  risk.  We  must  take 
a  certain  amount  of  risk  and  uncertainty; 
otherwise  it  would  be  like  saying  that  we 
mast  not  go  into  the  water  before  we  learn 
to  swim.  But  we  must  meike  it  as  safe  as 
possible.  We  must  make  this  such  a  Bill  that 
the  taxpayers  and  the  House,  and  the  coun- 
try in  general,  will  feel  that  there  is  some 
security  in  the  measure  being  brought  forward  ; 
and  I  Tenture  to  say,  if  the  Bill  is  amended 
in  the  direction  I  have  suggested,  it  will 
command  more  hearty  support  than  when  the 
maximnm  is  placed  as  high  as  two-thirds.  In 
the  Financial  Statement  we  have  it  stated 
that  the  first  essential  to  the  introduction  of 
money  into  the  colony  is  to  give  an  assurance 
to  those  from  whom  it  is  obtained  that  their 
loan  is  safe.  It  is  equally  essential  to  any 
Kcnrity  of  that  sort,  I  consider,  to  give  an 
assurance  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  country  that 
the  scheme  proposed — for  which  they  will  be 
responsible — is  safe  and  secure  for  the  colony. 
With  regard  to  the  length  of  term  of  the 
loan,  I  find  no  difficulty  whatever,  although 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  did 
find  some.  He  said  that  for  a  man  to  take 
np  a  loan  lor  so  long  as  thirty-six  years  was  not 
desirable  ;  and,  when  I  interrupted  him  to  say 
that  it  was  optional  to  pay  it  oS  at  any  time, 
he  said  if  he  paid  it  o&  the  State  would  not  be 
able  to  reinvest  it.  If,  Sir,  we  can  come  to  a 
state  of  things  when  the  State  is  not  able  to 
reinvest  money  at  5  per  cent,  we  shall  have 
attained,  to  a  large  extent,  the  object  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  in  bringing  in  the  Bill, 
ted  have  succeeded  in  reduciug  the  rate  of 
interest  in  the  colony.  And,  with  regard  to 
reinvesting,  we  shall  want  money  in  other  ways. 
We  shall  want  it  for  public  works,  and,  in  fact, 
ve  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  what  to 
do  with  any  money  we  want  to  invest.  A  word 
with  regard  to  the  class  of  security.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  proposal  to  advance  this  money 
on  leasehold  lands — on  eternal  lease  and  per- 
petual lease.  The  primary  object  of  the  pro- 
pc^al  is,  to  my  mind,  to  advance  the  settle- 
ment of  the  land.  It  is  impossible  to  settle  the 
land,  it  is  impossible  to  settle  the  country,  if 
we  are  not  going  to  give  advances  on  improve- 
ments, and  it  is  with  the  object  of  using  this 
Bill  to  help  struggling  settlers  that  this  clause 
has  been  put  in  ;  and  I  give  it  my  very  hearty 
support.  But  I  will  say  this  :  it  may  be  a  little 
eanlliog,  but  if  you  read  clause  42  it  seems  to 
«mnt  a  little  amendment.    It  says, — 

"Ko  advance  on  the  security  of  leasehold 
lands  shall  be  granted  unless  and  until — 

"(a.)  All  covenants  and  conditions  on  the 
lessee's  part  contained  or  implied  in 
the  lease  are  complied  with ;  and 

"(b.)  The  lessee  is  entitled  under  his  lease 


to  compensation  for  all  improvements 
made  by  him  on  the  land  comprised' 
therein." 

Kow,  I  think  I  have  never  learned  yet  that 
the  eternal  lease  has  any  clause  about  com- 
pensation at  the  end  of  999  years.  It  seemg. 
to  me  that  this  clause  will  require  a  small 
amount  of  amendment  in  Committee.  In  the 
lease  in  perpetuity  there  is  a  clause  with  re- 
gard to  improvements. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  con  they  make  im- 
provements, when  they  have  not  got  any 
money  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— If  they  succeed  in 
making  improvements  at  present,  without 
having  State  advances  on  their  improvementSr 
surely  they  will  be  in  a  much  better  position 
when  the  State  will  advance  from  time  to  time 
on  the  improvements  they  have  made.  Then, 
in  connection  with  the  class  of  security,  w& 
have  the  question  of  town  lands.  I  am  S01I7' 
to  see  town  lands  left  in  the  Bill ;  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  amend  it  in  Committee,  so  that 
it  shall  be  what  it  is  intended  to  be — financial 
aid  to  settlers.  That  is  what  we  have  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  We  donotcall "  settlers "' 
people  on  Lambton  Quay  with  a  large  ware- 
house. It  was  not  intended,  in  the  first  place, 
I  think,  to  apply  to  town  properties.  I  quite 
see  there  is  a  little  difficulty  with  regard  to 
town  members.  But  the  first  intention  of  the 
scheme  was  to  encourage  settlement  in  the 
country  by  advancing  money  to  settlers,  and  I 
think,  until  we  have  ascertained  this  to  be  a, 
success  with  regard  to  settlers,  it  should  be 
confined  to  these,  and  not  introduced  into  the 
towns  in  any  way.  With  regard  to  the  land- 
bonds,  this  is  quite  a  new  matter,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  and  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  desir- 
able complication.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to 
raise  money  on  them.  I  presume  they  will 
be  for  £10,  £20,  £100,  et  cetera,  and  those  are 
not  the  sort  of  amounts  which  capitalists  will 
invest  their  money  in.  They  much  prefer 
to  invest  it  in  larger  amounts.  Then,  it  is 
understood  that  these  are  to  be  payable  in 
Wellington,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  there- 
fore, the  Treasurer  means  to  issue  them  in 
New  Zealand.  When  we  have  Colonial  Con- 
sols at  4  per  cent.,  I  fail  to  see  how  people  will 
invest  in  land-bonds  at  3^  per  cent.  And  if 
you  read  clause  31  it  says  that  the  land-bonds 
shall  only  be  sold  at  par  : — 

"  No  bond,  debenture,  or  other  security  issued 
under  this  Part  of  this  Act  shall  bo  sold  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  at  a  price  which  will 
yield  to  the  purchaser  thereof  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  by  the  year  than  four  pounds  for  every 
one  hundred  pounds  of  the  purchase-money 
given  for  the  same." 

The  effect  of  this  might  be  that  some  investor 
in  England  might  have  a  number  of  bonds  in 
England,  and  might  not  be  able  to  sell  them.  It 
the  colony  refused  to  buy  them  back  he  would 
have  them  on  his  hands,  and  be  unable  to 
realise  on  them.  Of  course,  this  clause  can 
be  amended  ;  but  I  do  not  think,  if  they  are  to 
be  sold  at  par,  it  will  be  possible  to  satisfy  th» 
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tekzpayers  that  they  ore  a  security  which  will 
commend  themselves  to  the  English  investor. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  money  being  raised 
for  a  number  of  years,  I  think  it  will  be  quite 
enough  to  start  with  one  year  at  a  time.  It  is 
part  of  the  system  of  Parliament  that  every 
year  we  shall  vote  so  much  for  all  money 
to  be  expended  within  the  year;  and  if  this 
proposal  is  to  be  carried  out  we  should  vote 
it  year  by  year.  There  is  no  satisfactory 
reason  why  we  should  not.  It  should  bo 
submitted  to  Parliament  every  year,  with  the 
whole  outline  of  the  scheme  and  the  opera- 
tions that  have  been  carried  out  in  former 
years  under  it,  and  we  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  on  it.  We  should  then  have 
the  opportunity  of  having  a  voice  as  to  whether 
we  should  increase  the  amount  or  reduce  it. 
This  is  one  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament 
that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  My  time  is 
ncnv  practically  done,  and,  in  conclusion,  I  will 
say  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  I  have  not 
made  these  oriticisms  or  remarks  with  any 
desire  to  cavil  at  the  scheme,  or  to  throw  cold 
water  on  it,  or  to  damage  it  in  any  way 
whatever.  I  have  done  so  in  response  to 
what  is  stated  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
where  it  says,  "  I  ask  honourable  members,  as 
they  have  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart, 
when  the  Bill  is  before  the  House  for  their 
consideration,  to  assist  in  making  it,  where 
necessary,  a  better  Bill,  and  to  bring  about  that 
which  is  so  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
colony."  It  is  on  this  invitation  that  I  have 
made  the  remarks  I  have  made  and  the  criti- 
«isms  tbe  House  has  just  heard.  I  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  fully  believing  that 
the  scheme  is  a  beneficial  one,  which  is  much 
needed.  If  it  can  be  carried  out  and  made 
self-supporting,  and  if  it  succeeds,  it  will  be  a 
great  boon  to  farmers  and  country  settlers  all 
over  New  Zealand.  And  I  have  criticized  it 
with  the  desire,  and  the  sole  desire,  to  make 
the  scheme  as  safe  as  possible,  in  the  one 
hope  that  some  of  the  suggestions  I  have  made 
may  be  favourably  considered  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  when  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee. 
.  Q  Mr.  DUTHIE.— Sir,  in  the  Pinan- 
°  '  cial  Statement,  and  wben  introducing 
this  scheme,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  drew  at- 
tention to  the  high  and  increasing  rate  of 
interest  in  the  colony;  and  the  other  night, 
in  his  speech,  he  also  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  at  tlio  present  time  there  is  a 
plethora  of  money  in  the  English  market, 
that  the  rates  of  interest  are  lower  there  than 
be  hod  ever  known  them  before.  Well,  ho  so 
admitted  the  fact  that  the  rates  of  interest 
have  recently  advanced  in  this  colony;  and 
I  think  that,  before  embarking  upon  a  large 
financial  scheme  such  as  this,  the  Uovernment 
ought  to  determine  why  it  is  that  the  rates  of 
interest,  which  had  been  decreasing  from  year 
to  year  in  the  colony,  are  now  again  advancing. 
For  instance,  about  twenty  years  ago  10  per 
cent,  was  the  current  rate  of  interest  in  the 
colony ;  but  it  has  been  gradually  falling,  until, 
say,  abottt  four  years  ago,  when  tho^e  honour- 
Able  gentlemen  came  into  office.  Mortgages 
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were  then  freely  taken  at  5},  6,  and  6}  pet 
cent.  Those  were  the  highest  rates  then  pre- 
vailing ;  but  there  is  now  no  denying  the  fact 
that  the  rates  of  interest  have  since  ad- 
vanced, and  you  cannot  borrow  in  any  sum 
and  on  the  best  security  at  5}  in  the  colony 
to-day.  I  suppose  that,  upon  the  average, 
there  has  been  an  advance  of  )  per  cent.,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  money  is  cheaper 
than  ever  in  the  English  market.  There  otui 
be  little  doubt  but  that  the  cause  of  this  is 
the  legislative  measures  introduced  by  this 
Government,  and  which  have  given  rise  to  » 
feeling  of  insecurity  on  the  part  of  investors 
and  capitalists.  As  an  instance  of  the  effect 
of  legislation  on  rates  of  interest,  I  mentioned 
to  the  House  a  few  weeks  ago  the  case  of 
a  Wellington  merchant  who  recently  visited 
Edinburgh,  and,  being  a  member  of  an  in- 
fluential firm,  met  a  representative  body  of 
capitalists  in  that  city,  with  a  view  to  arrang- 
ing for  money  for  investment.  With  them  he 
found  the  lower  rates  of  interest  proposed  no 
bar  to  business,  but  the  liability  to  our  mort- 
gage-tax, from  which  there  is  no  escape,  was  a 
formidable  obstacle.  Our  law  provides  that 
the  mortgagee  alone  must  pay  this  tax ;  and 
the  meeting  would  not  agree  to  lend  in  a 
distant  colony,  subject  to  what  might  be  made 
at  any  time  a  penal  tax ;  and  hence  in  prac- 
tice a  higher  rate  of  interest  has  now  to  be 
paid  on  money  so  borrowed  to  cover  this  risk, 
and  so  to  tbe  loss  of  our  settlers.  Then,  the 
Treasurer  says  that  renewals  of  mortgages  are 
difficult;  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  case. 
For  mortgages  falling  due,  I  think,  if  there  is 
anything  like  good  security,  money  is  available ; 
but  property  has  generally  depreciated,  and, 
consequently,  further  security  may  now  be  de- 
manded. Still,  in  the  true  interests  of  the 
colony,  it  would  be  best  if  we  were  to  repeal 
this  Act,  and  admit  tbe  error  we  then  made  of 
interfering  between  capitalists  and  mortgagors. 
That  is  the  true  course  we  ought  to  adopt ;  but 
I  suppose  it  is  useless  to  urge  it.  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  examine  this  scheme,  it  is  assumed 
as  a  basis  that  we  are  going  to  borrow  this 
money  at  3}  and  at  par.  As  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs, 
when  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  guaranteed  de- 
bentures were  put  on  the  market  a  few  weeks 
ago  they  fetched  very  little  over  par  at  4  per 
cent. ;  and  it  is  therefore  well  that  we  should 
not  deceive  ourselves,  or  be  led  to  adopt  such 
a  scheme,  because  there  is  a  plethora  of  money 
in  the  market.  All  onr  experience  points  to  the 
impossibility  of  placing  a  loan  in  London,  how- 
ever favourable  the  market,  to  yield  anything 
like  par  for  even  S^  inscribed  stock.  It  is  true 
wo  see  in  the  telegrams  that  our  3}-pcr-cent8 
are  quoted  at  a  large  advance  upon  par. 

An  Hon.  Hsmbeb. — Xhey  are  going  down 
now. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. —Not  so,  taking  the  cable 
quotations  given  last  night :  but  I  say  they  are 
very  misleading,  and  that  quotation  is  alto- 
gether insufficient  to  justify  this  House  in 
adopting  a  departure  of  this  sort.  Beally  the 
cable  quotations  are  very  misleading,  because. 
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if  ve  take  the  moat  recent  returns,  we  find 
that  in    January  £60,000   was   converted    at 
96  and  96},  and  in  February  we  converted  the 
mm  of  £10,000  at  98^.      These  are  not  large 
tniuaetions,  bat  they  are  the  most  recent,  and, 
somparing  the  rates   with   the   quotations  of 
even  dates,  it  is  evident  our  conversions  are 
afiwted  at  J  to  1  per  cent,  below  the  exchange 
■Dotations  as  reported  in  the  Economist.   Then, 
if  we  turn  to  the  latest  London  papers  of  the  4th 
and  6th  August,  by  them  our  S^-per-oent.  de- 
bentures are  und^r  par,  varying  from  99}  to  99$  ; 
and  it  is  absurd  to  base  this  gigantic  scheme 
on  unreliable  quotations,  inflated  or  otherwise 
by  the  tricks  of  the  Exchange :  we  must  take 
the  test  of  onr  own  experience,  which  olearly 
{roves  that  money  could  not  be  raised  at  rates 
at  all  approaching  the  Treasurer's  estimate. 
Of  eoune,  our  debentures  rise  and  fall  with  the 
market  and  the   accraed  interest.    Inscribed 
itock  with  three  or  four  months'  interest  npon 
it  will  be  worth  1  to  1^  per  cent,  more,  but 
when  July  comes  round  and  interest  is  paid  it 
goes  down  to  face- value,  and  we  should  have  to 
laU  any  new  loan  at  faoe-Tal.ae.   Then,  we  have 
the  fact  that  this  colony  has  spent  £360,000 
M  the  incidental  costs  of  effecting  past  conver- 
lioDS.    It  costs  1}  per  cent,  to  place  a  loan  on 
the  London  market;    therefore   that  amount 
has  to  be  deducted  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  loan.    Then,  in  going  to  the  London  market 
ai  bonowets,  we  must  look  for  a  sharp  decline 
in  the  value  of  our  stock,  and  it  wilL.be  a  very 
favoniable  thing  indeed  if  we  should  net  for 
mch  a  loan  £96  lOs. ;  therefore  we  are  probably 
atutingwith  a  loss  of  £35,000  on  every  million. 
Then,  if  we  examine  this  Bill,  it  is  proposed  to 
approach  the  London  market  under  very  odd 
conditions.     Agents  are  to  be  appointed  who 
may  issae  in  any  form — in  bond,  scrip,  deben- 
tURs,  or  inscribed  stock — and  privately  without 
public  tender,  and  provision  is  made  for  con- 
Teision  of  any  of   these  into  inscribed  stock. 
If  we  were  to  go  to  the  London  market  and 
invite  tenders  for  the  loan,  we  should  surely 
place  it  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  can 
be  obtained  while  so  smuggling  a  loan  on  the 
market.    I  think  it  shows  a  want  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  not 
approaching  the  London  market  boldly  and  in 
not  BO  securing  the  market-value  of  his  stock. 
Evidently  he  is  without  confidence,  and  there- 
fore he  goes  to  "work  in  this  roundabout  way. 
Another  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  land-bonds. 
It  is  a  pity  to  complicate  our  finance  by  this 
new  departure.     The  Treasurer  made  a  con- 
ieteioD  recommending  this  new  bond,  since  it 
woald  not  appear  in  the  return  of  our  public 
debt    It  is  very  humiliating  to  confess  to  such 
an  object.    Our  public  debt  ought  to  bo  fully 
•et  forth,  and  we  ought  not  to  be  afraid  to 
place  it  before  the  world.    Then,  there  is  the 
■luettion  of  land-tax.    Evidently  it  is  intended 
that  we  are  to  lose  that :  it  is  to  be  given  as 
a' contribution  from  the  publio  purse  to  pro- 
mote this  fancy  scheme.    It  is  worthy  of  con- 
aideiation  what   is   the  extent  of  the  benefit 
ftom  this  new  departure.    At  the  outside,  on 
the  Tates  preTaiuag   for   good   mortgagee  — 


namely,  from  6  to  7,  or,  Bay,  an  average  of  6} 
— the  utmost  saving  on  a  million  is  £15,000 
per  aimum.  That  is  the  full  amount  to  be 
saved,  and  I  do  not  think  the  advantage  is  so 
great  as  to  warrant  us  in  this  plunging  depar- 
ture. The  present  total  is  not  large,  and  neither 
are  we  to  expect  that  the  rates  of  interest  will 
be  maintained.  In  spite  of  the  insecurity 
that  obtains  in  this  country  now,  in  time  things 
will  settle  down,  when  rates  of  interest  will 
gradually  drop,  for  there  is  no  good  reason 
why  sound  investments  should  run  2}  per  cent, 
higher  in  the  colony  than  in  England.  The 
decline  has  been  very  rapid  in  recent  years, 
and  within  a  short  time  lower  rates  will  prevail 
if  Government  would  only  let  matters  alone. 
Then,  we  have  provision  for  a  sinking  fund. 
Seeing  the  manner  in  which  the  Treasurer 
has  exploited  the  accumulated  sinking  funds,  it 
seems  extraordinary  to  find  him  providing  the 
like.  Surely  this  is  scares  worth  while,  seeing 
we  now  provide  no  sinking  fund  for  our  publio 
debt.  If,  however,  this  is  to  be  the  investment, 
the  sinking  fund  is  scarcely  satisfactory.  It  is 
to  be  passed  over  to  the  Superintendent,  who,  I 
suppose,  is  to  be  the  Public  Trustee ;  but  there 
are  no  sufficiently  stringent  provisions  as  to  its 
investment  and  custody.  Perhaps  this  was  not 
thought  necessary,  as  it  will  the  more  easily 
enable  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  repeat  recent 
experience,  and,  when  colonial  necessities  arise, 
to  appropriate  the  fund.  The  Treasurer  says, 
if  he  succeeds  in  this  scheme,  private  money- 
lenders will  have  to  reduce  their  rates  of  in- 
terest. Well,  that  may  be;  but,  as  I  have 
sought  to  show,  the  rates  would  fall  in  any 
case,  and  it  only  goes  to  show  that  there  is  not 
a  need  for  this  scheme.  I  take  objection  to 
this  period  of  thirty-six  and  a  half  years.  It  is 
not  at  all  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  country. 
It  is  simply  a  fancy  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's, 
arising  out  of  the  accumulation  of  1  per  cent, 
invested  at  5  per  cent.,  but  otherwise  an  en- 
tirely unsuitable  term.  No  man  who  wants 
to  borrow  money  wants  to  borrow  it  for  such  Ek 
length  of  time.  He  does  not  want  to  borrow 
for  a  longer  term  of  years  than  he  sees  need 
for.  No  man  wants  to  pledge  bis  property 
for  a  term  of  thirty-six  years  and  a  half,  and 
I  do  not  think  this  feature  would  ba  at  all 
acceptable  to  the  country  settlers.  If  this 
scheme  is  to  be  extended  to  town  properties, 
I  would  remind  the  Treasurer  that  the  life  of  a. 
wooden  house  is  not  thirty-six  years  and  a  half 
— twenty  or  twenty-five  years  is  about  the  life 
of  a  wooden  house ;  and  I  think  the  proposal  to 
advance  money  upon  this  kind  of  property  i» 
out  of  place.  Next,  the  proposal  is  to  advance 
up  to  two-thirds  of  the  value.  That,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  very  unsafe  proposal  indeed,  espe- 
cially in  the  cose  of  a  Government  depart- 
ment. It  proves  nothing  to  point  to  the  faot 
that  the  Insurance  Department  has  made  a 
very  small  loss,  or  that  the  Trust  Office  has 
made  still  less  loss,  by  only  lending  up  to  50-per- 
cent.  value.  It  is  all  the  difference  between 
50  per  cent,  and  two-thirds.  Then,  while  the 
Treasurer  tells  us  how  small  the  loss  is  that 
these  departments  have  incurred,  he  forgets  tO' 
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«aj  that  the  seoitrities  have  not  been  realised ; 
and  until  these  are  realised  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  the  losses  will  be.  I  gather  also 
that  this  is  to  be  a  joint  Board,  the  same  as 
that  connected  with  the  other  Qovernment 
lending  departments.  It  is  to  be  the  same 
Board,  but,  if  the  other  departments  lend  only 
up  to  a  50-per-cent.  value,  then  the  result  will 
be  that  the  more  risky  securities  will  be  passed 
over  to  this  new  department,  and  this  depart- 
ment will  get  a  smaller  share  of  what  are  really 
£ood  securities.  I  think  that  in  this  matter 
the  greatest  care  and  personal  experience  will 
have  to  be  brought  into  play  by  the  Board. 
Valuers  are  often  misled  with  regard  to  the 
jreal  worth  of  properties  in  their  own  special 
locality,  and  often  lose  sight  of  the  productive 
-capacity  of  land,  and  so  make  excessive  valua- 
tions. It  requires  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
on  the  port  of  the  Board  to  act  as  a  check 
egainst  excessive  valuation,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  at  all  safe  that  a  Board  whose 
members  have  no  special  experience  should 
advance  up  to  a  proportion  of  two-thirds :  to 
-do  so  must  create  a  probability  of  incurring  a 
very  serious  loss.  Then,  there  is  this  matter 
to  be  considered  if  this  scheme  becomes  law : 
There  will  be  a  great  amount  of  clerical  work 
irequired  to  be  done,  for  which  there  is  no  pro- 
vision made  in  the  Bill.  We  are  told  that 
the  officers  of  the  various  departments  have  to 
give  their  services  to  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment; but  I  would  point  out  that,  even 
with  regard  to  the  Solicitors  themselves,  a 
-certain  amount  of  clerical  assistance  will  be 
required,  and  there  is  no  provision  at  all  made 
for  that.  The  Treasurer  made  a  slip  of 
something  over  £8,000  in  his  estimate  of  the 
jrevenue  in  the  conveyancing  department.  This 
loss  has  to  be  made  good,  and  I  suppose  it  will 
be  ,taken  out  of  the  general  expenses.  How- 
ever, to  me  there  next  comes  one  of  the  most 
important  features  of  this  Bill.  It  is  strongly 
^nd  edoquently  recommended  by  the  Treasurer 
that  the  main  reason  for  the  scheme  is  that 
settlers  who  are  desirous  of  developing  their 
farms  but  who  have  not  the  wherewithal  to  do 
it  should  receive  assistance  from  this  Board ; 
and,  alluding  to  the  more  impecunious  class 
of  settlers,  he  says,  "  It  is  the  business  of 
the  colony  to  devise  means  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  these  improvements."  It  is  that 
-appeal  to  do  a  generous  action  that  largely 
commends  this  Bill  to  this  House ;  it  is  that 
desire  to  assist  these  people  that  brings  a 
large  amount  of  sympathy  towards  this  Bill; 
but  I  cannot  see  how  this  Bill  could  be  strained 
to  assist  such  people.  I  presume  the  Board 
must  act  strictly  within  the  lines  of  the  Act, 
and  I  cannot  see  how  they  are,  under  the  Act, 
to  give  help  to  that  class  of  people.  They 
are  strictly  tied  down  to  the  fact  that  the 
Valuer  must  certify  there  is  that  value  in  the 
property ;  he  cannot  value  improvements  that 
are  still  to  be  effected.  He  must  certify  to 
the  Board  that  the  valae  is  existent  on  the 
property  before  the  loans  are  advanced.  The 
Board  have  no  souls  of  compassion ;  they  have 
.to  comply  with  the  Act.  They  cannot  lend 
Mr.  DtUhie 


to  the  class  of  settlers  contemplated ;  and  how 
are  they  to  ewsist  leaseholders  ?  How  can  yoa 
strain  the  Act  in  any  way  to  enable  the  Board 
to  advance  money  to  those  who  have  no  where- 
withal to  effect  improvements  on  their  property  ? 
Tbe  value  must  be  existent  before  the  money  is 
advanced,  and  therefore  no  assistance  can  be 
rendered  to  this  class  of  farmers  under  this 
Bill.  Then,  what  is  the  good  of  passing  this 
Bill?  It  is  utterly  impracticable  for  the  pro- 
fessed purpose.  That  being  the  case,  they  c&n 
only  lend  to  the  well-to-do  class.  Why  ore 
we  called  upon  to  give  assistance  to  well-to-do 
people  ?  They  do  not  call  for  any  exceptional 
assistance.  You  might  as  well  advance  to 
manufacturers.  There  are  several  small  maaa- 
facturers  who  are  in  great  want  of  money  to 
enable  them  to  increase  their  plant  and  to 
enable  them  to  give  more  employment.  But 
you  propose  to  give  this  assistance  to  people 
who  ore  well-to-do  already,  and  who  have  no 
need  of  assistance.  We  find,  for  instance,  that 
the  farmer-class  are  nowadays  not  content  to 
confine  themselves  to  farming  and  managing 
their  land.  Starting  at  Gisborne,  throughout 
Napier  and  Taranaki,  and  along  tbe  whole 
Wellington  Provincial  District  we  have  farmers' 
co-operative  associations  in  full  swing.  They 
embark  largely  in  trade,  and  do  export  sind 
import  business  for  themselves.  This  is  tbe 
same  in  Canterbury;  and  all  tbe  way  down 
to  Invercargill  these  co-operative  associations 
are  well,  established.  Under  this  Bill  these 
well-to-do  farmers  will  get  money  at  5  per 
cent.,  and,  instead  of  employing  it  in  the  im- 
provement of  their  land,  they  will  be  enabled  to 
put  it  in  their  co-operative  societies,  relieving 
that  section  of  traders  from  high  overdraft 
rates.  We  are  simply  finding  under  this  Bill 
capital  for  a  well-to-do  class,  wbo  can  very  well 
a&ord  to  do  without  it,  and  to  enable  them  to 
embark  in  occupations  and  pursuits  outside 
of  farming  altogether ;  and  the  class  of  men  we 
have  in  our  minds  will  not  get  assistance  under 
tbis  Bill.  If  one  hod  time  to  go  through  the 
Bill,  it  is  very  loosely  drawn,  and  bristles  with 
absurdities  that  can  be  better  dealt  with  in 
Committee — if  it  gets  there.  I  think  the  Bill 
is  uncalled-for.  It  may  be  a  suitable  Bill  for 
electioneering  purposes,  but  it  is  a  most  dan- 
gerous departure — perhaps  the  most  dangerous 
Bill  that  has  been  before  the  House.  If  we  bring 
it  into  operation  I  am  sure  that  heavy  financial 
loss  will  accrue  to  the  colony  before  many  years 
are  over.  The  Bill  is  impracticable  and  quite 
uncalled-for.  I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  with- 
draw it,  and  put  it  into  the  pigeonhole  with 
that  cheap-postage  scheme  of  his,  and  let  them 
lie  together  as  monuments  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  should  be 
passed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  HOOO. — The  last  speaker  has  referred 
to  this  Bill  as  a  measure  that  is  quite  uncalled- 
for.  My  reply  to  that  is  that  I  believe  no 
measure  was  put  before  the  country  during 
the  lekst  general  election  that  met  with  a 
heartier  response,  especially  from  the  country 
settlers,  than  the  Bill  now  presented  for  con- 
sideration.   Then,  he  says  that  it  is  not  likely 
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to  give  the  anticipated  amount  of  relief  to 
■ettlers,  because  the  amount  of  interest  charge- 
able under  this  Bill  is  only  1  or  2  per  cent, 
under  the  aotoant  of  interest  that  settlers  can 
obtain  money  for  now.    Hy  reply  to  that  is 
that  this  margin  of  1  or  2  per  cent,  very  fre- 
quently   means    the    difference    between    the 
pofit  or  the  loss  in  farm   property,  and  that 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to   farmers  to 
be  on  the   right  side  of  the  ledger,  instead  of 
being  on    the   wrong  side,   as   they   now   fre- 
quently are  through  borrowing  money  from  the 
banks  or  from  private  money-lenders.     The 
question,  I  admit,   is    a   very  large   one,  and 
one  of   such  importance   as   to   need   a  great 
deal  of   consideration.     So   far,   I   think,   the 
Bill  has   been   treated   with  great   considera- 
tion by  the  members  of  this  House  who  have 
spoken    in   r^ard    to   it.     On   the   whole,   I 
think  the    Colonial    Treasurer  hM  no  reason 
to  be  otherwise  than  thoroughly  satisfied  with 
the  description    of  criticism  which    this   Bill 
has   received.      The   honourable   member  for 
Chalmers,    it  is   true,   damned   the   Bill  with 
faint  praise.      But   it   must  be  remembered 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  is  not  repre- 
senting a  community  of  farmers,  but,  rather, 
a  seaside   port,   where   there   are   few  land- 
lettlers.      U  this  Bill  is  carried  out  in  the 
manner  intended  it  is  not  likely  to  give  a  vast 
amount  of  relief  to  the  people  of  Port  Chalmers, 
any  more  than  it  is  intended  to  give  much  re- 
lief to  the  large  towns.    The  principal  objec- 
tion which  he  raised  to  the  Bill  is  this :  that 
the  amount  of  money  that  will  be  advanced 
to  settlers   under    the   BUI   is   altogether  too 
limited.     He  thinks  that,  instead  of  a  limit  of 
£5,000,  people  who  desire  to  borrow  should  be 
able  under  this  Bill  to  get  £30,000  or  £40,000. 
Well,  my  reply  to  that  is  this :    that  I  think 
an  honourable  gentleman  holding  those  views 
would  be  much  better  in  the  position  of  a 
director  of  a  bank  than  in  that  of  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people.     He  is  evidently  the  friend 
of  the  monopolist ;  and  I  would  remind  him 
that  people  who  want  such  a  sum  as  £30,000 
or  £10,000  to  invest  in  land  are  not  the  class  of 
settlers  that  ought  to  be  assisted  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country.    They  belong,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  class  called  land-jobbers;  and 
these  big  land-jobbers  are  perfectly  well  able  to 
protect  themselves  in  regard  to  interest.    He 
says  this  BiU  would  drive   capital  out  of  the 
country  by  depleting  the  financial  institutions 
of  the  colony,  and  he  argues  that  if  that  is 
the  case  there  wiU  be  very  little  money  left  for 
manufacturers  to  borrow,  and  that  the  result 
will  be  that  we  shall  be  having  wages  reduced. 
J  an     Well,  Sir,  I  apprehend  that  if  this  Bill 
relieves  our  financial   institutions  of 
the  necessity  for  advancing  money  to  a  large 
number  of  country  settlers  it  will  on  that  ac- 
<ount  leave  so  much  more  for  the  advantage 
and  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  and  the  resi- 
dents in  our  big  towns.    So  far  from  driving 
money  away,   it  will    drive    money    into    the 
pockets  of  those  manufacturers  in  our  towns 
who  so  badly  require  it ;  and,  so  far  from  the 
«Sect  being  to  lower  wages,  it  is  likely  to  have 


a  contrary  effect  entirely,  by  producing  more 
employment,  not  only  in  the  country,  but  in 
the  towns  as  well.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  accuses  those 
on  the  Treasury  benches  and  on  this  side  of 
the  House  of  not  criticizing  the  BiU  in  the 
way  that  he  expected.  Weil,  I  do  not  know 
what  sort  of  criticism  the  honourable  gentle- 
man expects  from  the  mouths  of  those  he  terms 
dumb  dogs,  because  dumb  dogs  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  barking  nor  yet  of  howling.  So  far  as 
that  is  concerned,  I  think  we  can  leave  the 
barking  and  howling  to  the  honourable  member 
who  brings  this  accusation  against  the  Liberal 
party.  We  know  that  during  the  present  ses- 
sion every  policy  measure  brought  in  by  the 
Government  has  had  much  the  same  efieot 
upon  the  honourable  gentleman  as  a  new  moon 
has  upon  a  dog :  he  has  been  wont  to  bay  at 
it  most  dismally.  He  says,  also,  that  this 
measure  is  not  likely  to  give  any  aid  to  the 
manufacturers.  Well,  Sir,  it  was  never  in- 
tended that  this  Bill  should  aid  the  manu- 
facturers ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the  class 
this  Bill  is  required  to  aid  at  the  present  time 
is  the  new  settlers,  who  are  building  up  New 
Zealand — settlers  of  the  bush  particularly.  If 
it  assists  in  settling  our  lands,  in  developing 
our  agricultural  and  pastoral  resources,  then 
the  manufacturers  in  our  towns  are  destined  to 
receive  very  material  aid  ;  because  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  country  to  be  placed 
in  a  satisfactory  position,  and  for  the  settlers 
to  improve  their  condition,  without  the  manu- 
facturers and  the  artiscms  in  the  towns  also 
benefiting  commensurately.  The  honourable 
member  for  Patea  the  other  evening  remarked 
that,  owing  to  the  Government  policy,  capital 
had  been  hardening,  and  that  those  who  were 
supporting  this  Bill  admitted  that  the  doleful 
prophets  of  the  other  side  had  really  been 
right.  But,  Sir,  I  would  ask  the  question, 
whether  of  late  capital  has  not  been  softening 
rather  than  hardening — whether  the  glacier 
has  not  been  melting,  and  whether  the  snow 
has  not  been  distilling.  I  am  assured — and  I 
have  my  information  from  very  good  sources — 
that  since  this  cheap-money  scheme  has  been 
initiated — since  the  last  general  election,  when 
this  cheap-money  scheme  was  indicated,  and, 
more  recently,  since  the  Government  intimated 
through  the  medium  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment that  they  intended  to  bring  a  Bill  of 
this  character  before  the  House — money  has 
been  softening  very  materially,  and  instead  of 
the  rates  of  interest  going  up  they  have  been 
coming  down. 
Mr.  BELL. — No ;  you  are  quite  wrong: 
Mr.  HOGG.  —  Well,  a  gentleman  in  this 
town — I  can  give  his  name  if  necessary — an 
architect  in  Wellington,  whom  the  honourable 
member  who  is  challenging  my  statement 
knows  well,  has  given  me  the  information  I 
am  now  offering  to  the  House.  He  states  that 
a  few  months  ago  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
to  get  money  advanced  on  land  and  property 
that  you  can  now  get  money  freely  advanced 
upon.  If  necessary,  I  will  furnish  the  honour- 
able gentleman  with  the  name  of  my  autho- 
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rity.    I  am  not  making  the  statement  at  hap- 
hazard. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  did  not  accuse  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  doing  bo. 

Mr.  HOGG. — The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  found  fault  with  the  Bill 
because  he  says  it  is  a  Victorian  scheme.  All 
I  can  say  to  that  is  that  I  do  not  care  from 
what  country  it  has  been  borrowed,  providing 
the  photograph  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the 
measure  is  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  of 
the  colony.  Then,  he  finds  fault  with  it  again 
because  everything  it  is  going  to  create  will  be 
brand-new  :  Brand-new  Solicitors,  brand-new 
Ytkluers,  and  so  forth.  I  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  there  is  nothing 
really  new  under  the  sun,  and  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  despite  his  name.  Dr. 
Newman,  is  not  altogether  new,  because  I  do 
not  think  he  was  born  yesterday.  That  is  a 
poor  kind  of  fault  to  find  in  the  Bill.  Then, 
he  referred  felicitously  to  what  hapi>ened  when 
the  Government  of  the  Argentine  Republic 
brought  forward  a  scheme  of  this  character. 
Kow,  Sir,  I  think  the  Argentine  bogey  is  some- 
what far-fetched.  This  is  not  an  Argentine 
Bepublic,  and  our  circumstances  are  entirely 
difierent  from  the  circumstances  that  prevailed 
in  South  America  when  the  Argentine  bubble 
was  burst  a  few  years  ago.  He  says  this  is  a 
Bill  that  is  intended  to  smash  the  lawyers  and 
break  the  banks.  Well,  all  I  can  say  is  this : 
that,  through  the  medium  of  this  Bill  and 
measures  of  this  character,  we  are  endeavour- 
ing to  make  both  institutions  as  honest  as 
possible,  by  confining  them  to  their  legitimate 
occupations.  The  honourable  member  for 
Eawke's  Bay,  like  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  accuses 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  of  extreme 
reticence,  of  being  very  silent,  of  not  defend- 
ing the  Bill  in  the  way  we  should.  All  I  can 
say  is,  we  are  keeping  our  powder  dry;  there  is 
a  splendid  reserve  behind  us  in  the  shape  of  the 
country.  I  believe  no  measure  has  been  watched 
with  greater  interest  throughout  Kew  Zealand 
than  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  and  it  is 
one  which  I  sincerely  hope  will,  before  the  ses- 
sion expires,  bo  passed  into  law.  If  it  is  not,  it 
will  be  a  very  severe  disappointment  indeed  to 
the  settlers  of  New  Zealand.  Well,  let  us  look 
at  the  Bill  for  a  moment,  and  let  us  inquire 
how  it  originated,  and  what  are  its  merits. 
The  great  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  give  relief  to 
the  settlers  of  New  Zealand.  It  originated,  I 
believe,  in  a  deputation  of  members  of  this 
House,  and  one  of  a  very  largo  character,  which 
met  Ministers  about  twelve  months  ago,  and 
demanded  this :  that  the  Government  should 
extend  the  same  facilities  to  leaseholders  of  the 
Crown  for  borrowing  money  from  the  trust  funds 
of  the  State  as  are  extended  to  the  freeholders. 
I  may  say  that  I  took  an  active  part,  urged 
by  my  constituents,  or  a  portion  of  them  at 
least,  in  getting  this  deputation  to  wait  on 
Ministers.  Now,  the  reason  for  the  application 
being  made  to  the  Government  was  this :  that 
from  the  time  when  the  Land  Act  of  1892  was 
passed,  an  Act  which  created  a  large  nam- 
Mr.  Hogg 


her  of  new  leaseholders, — that  is,  leaseholders 
under  the  lease  in  perpetuity, — it  was  found 
that  capitalists  and  bankers  and  money-lenders 
buttonra  up  their  pockets  and  absolutely  re- 
fused, on  any  terms  whatever,  to  advance 
money  to  these  leaseholders.  My  argument 
was  that,  inasmuch  as  freeholders  could  obtain 
advances  from  private  money-lenders,  the  Go- 
vernment should  confine  themselves  as  much 
as  possible  to  giving  a  similar  advantage  to 
leaseholders.  The  reply  received  on  that  ocoo- 
sion  was  that  the  Government  were  net  in  a 
position  to  make  these  advances,  but  posgibly 
next  session  steps  would  be  taken  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  it  would  be  necessary  to  pass  a  Bill 
for  that  express  purpose.  From  that  time  I 
have  looked  to  the  Government  to  redeem  theii 
promise,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  they  are  en- 
deavouring to  redeem  it  in  an  exceedingly 
handsome  manner.  And,  Sir,  if  this  is  vxa 
outcome,  all  I  can  say  is  that,  if  the  private 
money-lender  is  likely  to  suffer  through  the 
Government  entering  into  competition  in  his 
particular  line  of  business,  he  is  to  blame  for  it. 
It  was  because  he  hardened  capital  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  Government  leaseholders  could 
not  get  a  shilling  of  advance  mode  on  their 
improvements,  and  were  driven  by  sheer  neces- 
sity to  urge  their  representatives  in  this  House 
to  bring  the  position  in  which  they  were  placed 
before  the  Government  of  the  country,  that  the 
Government  of  the  country  have  nobly  re- 
sponded to  the  demand  that,  with  their  trust 
funds  and  otherwise,  they  should  come  to  their 
relief.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  free  to  add  that  this 
measure,  in  my  opinion,  appears  to  be  some- 
what ambitious.  I  should  have  been  much 
pleased  indeed  had  it  been  of  a  less  ambitions 
character.  I  will  go  further  and  admit  that 
if  the  scheme  were  less  ambitious  it  would 
please  me  much  better,  because  there  is  an  old 
saying  that  it  is  dangerous  to  play  with  shar^- 
edged  tools,  and  in  the  present  financial  posi- 
tion of  New  Zealand  it  is  somewhat  dangerous 
to  play  with  millions ;  they  are  very  sharp- 
edged  weapons.  All  that  I  anticipated  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government  when  this  de- 
putation waited  upon  them  was  this :  that 
they  would  assist,  or  take  means  for  assist- 
ing, the  class  of  settlers  whose  necessities  are 
undoubted.  I  refer  to  those  men  who  have 
been  going  into  the  bush,  many  of  them  with- 
out capital — men  with  wives  and  families  to 
support,  whose  only  capital  consists  in  the 
ability  to  labour,  and  who,  while  knocking 
down  the  bush  and  bringing  their  land  gradu- 
ally into  a  condition  of  reproduotiveness,  have 
family  responsibilities  to  face.  Those  men 
must  either  go  into  debt  or  they  must  receive 
assistance.  "  While  the  grass  is  growing,"  it  is 
said,  "  the  steed  starves  " ;  and,  in  the  same 
way,  while  the  grass  is  growing  the  settler,  or  hia 
family  at  all  events,  may  be  starving.  These 
are  the  men  who,  unless  assistance  is  afforded, 
must  inevitably,  many  of  them  at  any  rate, 
go  to  the  wall ;  and  my  anticipation  was  that 
a  Bill  would  be  brought  forward  to  enable  the 
Government,  through  their  trust  funds  or 
otherwise,   to  assist   this   class    of   deserving 
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Mttlen.  Now,  the  limit  of  £5,000,  instead  of 
being  too  small,  in  my  opinion  is  far  too  large. 
I  shonld  like  the  limit  to  be  fixed  at  something 
like  £500,  or,  at  the  most,  about  £1,000,  and  I 
do  not  think  we  should  go  beyond  that.  I  be- 
Here  the  class  of  settlers  who  require  advances 
of  £a,000,  £3,000,  or  £5,000  are  perfectly  well 
able  to  get  the  money  they  want.  Most  of 
them  need  not  consnlt  the  money-lender  in 
New  Zealand  at  all,  because  they  can  afford  to 
go  abroad  for  it.  The  class  of  settlers  I  should 
like  to  see  assisted  by  means  of  the  Bill  are 
the  small  men  who  are  entering  upon  the  land, 
and  who  are  making  improvements  not  merely 
for  themselves  but  for  the  colony,  and  im- 
movements  which  will  last  for  all  time. 
n>at  is  the  class  of  men  that  commends  itself 
to  oar  sympathy,  and  needs  our  assistance,  and 
that  is  the  class  which  I  should  like  to  see 
assisted  through  the  scheme  contained  in  a  Bill 
of  this  character.  Now,  if  advances  were  re- 
stricted in  that  wiyy,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
necessary  to  borrow  anything  like  the  amount 
of  money  contemplated  by  this  measure.  In 
all  probability,  instead  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  half  a  million  would  be  quite  sufficient 
with  which  to  try  the  experiment.  I  have  no 
doubt  as  to  what  an  experiment  of  this  kind 
would  produce.  It  woi^d  result  in  this:  It 
wonid  secnrc  a  measure  of  prosperity  for  New 
Zealand  such  as  has  not  been  witnessed  for 
7«us.  Small  as  half  a  million  is,  I  say  if  we 
Matter  it  among  the  class  of  settlers  I  refer 
to,  and  if  we  abstain  from  assisting  those  who 
^teenlate  either  in  land  or  anything  else— in- 
ataad  of  assisting  men  who  require  from  £2,000 
to  £5,000,  if  we  leave  them  to  got  the  assist- 
ance they  require  either  from  banks  or  other 
pnrate  sonrces — I  say  by  advancing  half  a 
million  of  money  to  our  small  settlers  we  shall 
materially  assist  the  process  of  settlement — 
by  placing  money  at  the  disposal  of  men  who 
have  their  families  on  the  land,  and  who  will 
in  time  add  very  materially  to  the  productive- 
new  of  the  country — that  is,  if  the  Bill  is  ased 
In  the  manner  I  have  suggested.  I  am  not  dis- 
agreeing with  the  Bill ;  on  the  contrary,  I  say 
a  better  measure,  or  one  more  calculated  to 
develop  materially  the  resources  of  the  colony, 
has  never  been  brought  forward  in  this  or  any 
other  conntry ;  but  I  believe  if  we  amend  it 
tn  the  way  I  suggest  we  shall  be  opening  up  a 
vbta  to  our  bush-settlers,  especially  the  small 
■ettlera,  who  must  be  regarded  as  the  great 
hdpe  of  New  Zealand  in  the  future.  Wo  shall 
not  be  advancing  this  money  in  the  interest  of 
speculators  in  land  or  anything  else,  but  we 
wall  be  assisting  men  who  are  trying  to  make 
homes  for  themselves  and  their  families.  We 
have  at  the  present  time  in  our  large  centres 
men  with  families  in  a  pitiable  condition,  who 
have  to  go  begging  for  work  from  time  to  time, 
•nd  if  we  place  these  men  upon  the  land  under 
the  liberal  conditions  contained  in  our  Land 
Act,  as  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  do,  we 
most  also  place  them  in  the  position  of  making 
homes  for  themselves  by  granting  them  the 
needed  assistance  of  capital.  When  a  man 
goes  on  the  land,  especially  bush-land,  without 
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his  axe  or  bill-hook,  what  oon  he  do  ?  Nothing 
whatever.  And,  in  the  same  way,  a  working- 
man  who  goes  there  without  capital  is  in  the 
same  position  as  a  man  who  goes  to  work  with- 
out the  tools  of  his  trade.  He  has  no  means  of 
making  capital  or  earning  money,  and  he  is 
reduced  in  a  short  time  to  a  thoroughly  help- 
less condition.  It  is  necessary  that  the  Go- 
vernment, or  some  one  else,  should  come  to  his 
rescue.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  our  bush-settlers 
treated  in  the  way  some  of  our  farmers  have 
been  treated  in  former  times.  I  refer  to  the 
men  who  have  been  wasting  the  best  part  of 
their  lives  making  profits  out  of  the  land  not 
for  themselves  bat  for  others.  They  have  been 
working  the  land  well,  making  it  thoroughly 
reproductive ;  but,  all  this  time,  what  position 
have  they  been  in  ?  They  have  been  slaves  to 
the  capitalists  and  usurers.  They  have  been 
obliged  to  pay  heavy  legal  fees  for  mortgages, 
and  so  on.  Their  names  have  been  published 
in  the  mercantile  gazettes,  as  though  they  were 
I  bankrupt,  or  men  dishonest  and  not  to  be 
!  trusted. 
I      An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

Mr.  HOGG.— That  is  a  fact,  though  gentle- 
men  of  the  legal  profession  may  not  like  these 
{  facts.    If  a  farmer,  as  he  often  does,  obtains 
'  a  loan  on  his  wool  or  stock,  his  name  is  pub- 
I  lished  in  these  papers,  and  he  is  proclaimed 
^  amongst  his  creditors  and  the  commercial  com- 
:  munity  as  if  he  were  a  dishonest  man,  or  a  man 
j  who  was  contemplating  bankruptcy  because  he 
I  cannot  pay  his  way.    These  men  are  in  a  most 
I  invidious  position.  They  ore  subjected  to  heavy 
I  fees  and  rates  of  interest,  which  can  hardly  be 
'  kept  up,  and  levied  by  those  whom  I  cannot 
j  call  by  any  other  name  than  usurers  or  the 
!  agents  of  usurers.     I  do  not  wish  to  see  these 
!  new   bush  -  settlers    placed    in    that    position, 
j  therefore  I  hope  this  Bill  will  be  the  means 
of  saving  them  from  these  heavy  costs,  and 
!  of  enabling  them  to  obtain  what  they  reqnire 
I  in  the  shape  of  capital  at  a  reasonable  rate, 
I  such  as  they  can  eufford  to  pay.      Sir,  I  may 
point  out  this :  that  a  Koyal  Commission  on 
Agriculture  in  England  has  lately  been  dealing 
I  with  the  position  of  the  farmers  there,  and  has 
i  been  endeavouring   to  get   at  the  root  of  the 
i  disease  that  has  afflicted  agriculture  in  that 
I  country;  and  here  is  some  of  the  evidence  that 
I  has  recently  been  taken.     On  the  23rd  April 
I  last,  I  find,  a  statement  was   made  to   that 
j  Commission  by  Sir  Massey  Lopez,  the  owner  of 
I  nine  thousand  acres  in  South  Devon,  ond  whoso 
land  is  divided  into  farms  of  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.    Speaking  on  this  sub- 
I  ject,  he  states  in  his  evidence  that,  "  of  the 
remedies  suggested,   he  thought  the  granting 
of  State  loans  at  low  rates  of  interest  would 
give   relief    to    farmers    and   their   labourers, 
enabling  them  to  erect  cottages  and  make  the 
necessary  improvements."    Then,  another  au- 
thority—Mr. Rolandson,  land-agent  at  Dar- 
lington— suggested  that  State  loans  should  be 
promoted  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers  there. 
Now,  this  is  the  opinion  of  high  authorities 
in  England,  and  I  say  that  if  that  method  is 
recommended  there  it  should  be  adopted  here. 
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What  we  require  to  do  is  to  liberate  oapite^l.  We 
require  to  have  our  waste  lands  improved  ;  and 
if  we  are  going  to  help  settlement  we  must  be 
prepared  to  come  forward  and  assist  the  settler, 
and  espeoially  the  bush-settler,  in  the  time 
of  his  necessity.  I  have  pointed  out  already 
that  it  is  as  necessary  to  the  young  settler  in 
New  Zealand  as  the  implements  of  his  trade — 
as  his  axe  and  billhook  —  that  we  should  ad- 
yance  money  on  his  improvements.  If  the  State 
comes  forward  at  this  critical  time  it  will  give 
nerve  to  his  arm,  and  will  set  in  motion  the 
whole  of  that  machinery  which  is  almost  stag- 
nant in  the  country.  I  am  spealcing,  Sir,  on 
behalf  of  a  large  constituency  not  very  many 
miles  from  Wellington,  where  there  are  a  great 
number  of  new  settlers  ready  and  willing  to 
work  the  laud  if  they  only  get  a  little  assist- 
ance— where  there  are  already  creameries 
and  butter-factories,  and  where  settlement  is 
making  very  rapid  progress.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  some  such  scheme  as  this  would  be 
the  salvation  of  the  country.  But  I  should  like 
to  see  it  a  little  less  elaborate ;  I  should  like 
to  see  the  amount  of  money  to  be  borrowed 
somewhat  circumscribed.  However,  that  is 
a  matter  of  detail,  and  does  not  affect  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  for  I  believe  that 
no  better  measure  for  the  benefit  of  young 
settlers  has  yet  been  promoted  by  any  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BUICK. — Sir,  I  only  propose  to  occupy  a 
very  few  minutes  in  discussing  this  question, 
because  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  financier  in 
the  sense  that  many  other  members  are  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject.  My  only  object 
in  speaking  on  the  Bill  at  all  is  to  give  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  an  idea  of  what  I  think  on 
the  subject.  I  quite  agree  with  the  preamble  of 
this  Bill  when  it  states  that  the  time  he^s  ar- 
rived when  lower  rates  of  interest  should  prevail 
in  this  colony.  We  have  seen  during  the  last 
few  years  that  prices  for  agricultural  produce 
have  been  very  low.  Seasons  have  been  bod, 
and,  unless  something  is  done  in  the  direction 
of  easing  the  money-market  and  reducing  the 
ruling  rates  of  interest,  I  am  very  much  afraid 
the  wages  of  the  working-people  will  suffer.  I 
believe,  therefore,  that  the  scheme  which  the 
Government  has  outlined  in  this  Bill  is  a 
scheme  which  shows  an  honest  endeavour  and 
intention  of  meeting  that  difficulty.  How- 
ever, while  agreeing  with  the  main  principle  of 
the  thing,  I  may  say  that  I  disagree  with  a 
large  majority  of  the  details  of  the  scheme. 
The  details  as  they  are  set  forth  in  this  Bill 
are  essentially  different  from  those  set  forth  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  and  the  Bill  we  are 
now  discussing  is  an  almost  entirely  different 
scheme  from  that  which  we  anticipated  when 
we  were  speaking  on  the  Budget.  As  I  under- 
stood the  scheme  in  the  Budget,  this  money 
was  only  to  be  lent  on  freehold  lands.  Under 
this  scheme  it  seems  that  it  is  to  be  lent  on 
leasehold  lands,  and  not  only  upon  agricultural 
lands,  but  also  upon  town  lands.  The  money 
was  to  be  borrowed  at  8}  per  cent.,  and  it  was 
'  to  be  lent  at  5  per  cent.,  according  to  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Under  this  proposal  it  may  bo 
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borrowed  at  i  per  cent.,  and  it  is  to  be  lent  at 
6  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so.  There  is  the 
sinking  fund. 

Mr.  BUICK.— Well,  6  per  cent,  has  to  be 
paid.  Under  this  proposal  it  seems  to  me  that 
any  one  who  has  security  to  offer— and  it  is  not 
confined  to  agricultural  land — can  obtain  these 
loans.  That  I  perfectly  agree  with,  for  I  see  no 
reason  why  this  should  be  made  a  class  bene- 
fit at  all.  I  rather,  therefore,  approve  of  that 
phase  of  the  question.  It  also  seems  to  me 
that  the  whole  of  the  fees  and  expenses  are  to 
be  paid  by  the  borrower  ;  while  under  the  pro- 
posal as  embodied  in  the  Financial  Statement 
I  understood  that  the  difference  of  1}  per  cent. 
between  the  borrowing  and  lending  rates  would 
cover  all  expenses.  On  account  of  these  dif- 
ferences, I  cannot  see  that  any  one,  having 
promised  support  to  the  scheme  absolutely 
when  speaking  on  the  Financial  Statement, 
can  in  any  way  be  held  to  be  bound  to  support 
this  Bill.  What  we  have  to  see  is,  whether 
these  changes  will  beneficially  affect  the  scheme 
as  now  proposed  by  the  Treasurer  or  not.  As  I 
have  already  stated.  Sir,  the  scheme  proposes 
to  lend  money  on  leasehold  property.  That  I 
do  not  agree  with.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is 
rather  risky  to  lend  sums  of  money  merely  upon 
improvements,  and,  if  it  be  intended  to  lend 
money  to  settlers  occupying  leasehold  lends,  I 
fail  to  see  how  this  measure  will  accomplish 
any  good  object,  because  it  is  those  settlers 
who  are  now  starling  without  any  capital 
at  all  who  really  require  this  assistance,  and 
this  Bill  does  not  propose  to  give  it  to  them 
until  they  have  satisfied  the  terms  of  their 
lease,  and  then  it  might  be  too  late.  The  rates 
of  interest  being  fixed  as  they  are  will,  I 
believe,  reduce  the  usefulness  of  this  scheme, 
because  any  one  who  has  a  reasonable  amount 
of  security  to  mortgage  can  at  the  present  time 
obtain  money  at  as  low  a  rate  as  will  be  granted 
under  this  Bill.  I  have  already  approved  the 
principle  of  lending  money  to  anybody  who  has 
the  required  amount  of  security,  not  merely  to 
farmers,  but  I  entirely  disagree  with  the  pro- 
posal to  lend  up  to  £5,000.  What  I  say  is  this : 
that  any  one  who  has  five  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  security  can  at  the  present  time  get 
his  money  at  as  low  a  rate  as  he  can  under  this 
Bill.  It  was  never  anticipated  by  this  House 
that  any  such  proposal  should  be  made — at  all 
events,  I  do  not  agree  to  that  proposal.  Speak- 
ing of  the  question  generally,  this  is  one  of 
those  things  which,  to  my  mind,  depend  entirely 
upon  administration.  The  principle  of  borrow- 
ing money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  and  lend- 
ing it  out  to  settlers  at  a  little  higher  rate  of 
interest  is  one  which  no  one  can  tcike  any  very 
great  exception  to,  but  that  principle  might  lead 
this  colony  into  an  enormous  amount  of  diffi- 
culty through  faulty  administration.  Where 
g  Q  I  think  the  weakness  in  the  adminis- 
'  '  tration  will  come  in  is  through  giving 
the  Board  power  to  lend  to  as  high  as  two- 
thirds  of  the  valuation.  The  argument  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  this  point,  that  unless 
we  lend  up  to  two-thirds  of  the  valuation  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]      Government  Advances  to     [HOUSE.] 


Settlers  Bill. 


19 


oalony  will  lose  securities,  is  to  vay  mind  not  at 
All  a  good  one,  because  from  that  I  anticipate 
he  is  going  to  nuJce  this  a  money-making  affair, 
and  that  the  colony  is  going  to  run  after  this 
money- lendini;  basiness.  I  take  it  that  the  posi- 
tion is  this :  The  colony  says,  "  We  are  prepared 
to  lend  settlers  money  on  certain  conditions." 
Those  who  want  it  should  come  to  us,  and  the 
colony  should  not  run  after  them.  Therefore, 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  if  an  amend- 
ment is  proposed  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
lending-power  to  merely  one-half,  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  support  that.  I  rather  approve  of 
the  personnel  of  the  Board  which  is  mentioned 
In  the  Bill,  as  being  a  good  Board;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  should  have  been  glad  bad  some- 
tiling  more  definite  been  stated  as  to  who  the 
President  of  the  Board  is  to  be.  I  should 
Kke  to  know  whether  he  is  or  is  not  to  be  an 
official  at  the  present  time  in  the  Civil  Service. 
I  should  certainly  approve  of  somebody  in  the 
Civil  Service  being  appointed  to  this  position, 
and  do  not  think  it  should  be  a  position  which 
should  be  open  to  any  outsider.  Upon  this 
head,  I  rather  think  the  Qovernment  are  in- 
consistent. I  do  not  see,  from  their  point  of 
view,  why  that  Board  is  necessary  at  all,  be- 
cause, if  Parliament  is  capable  of  governing 
fifteen  millions*  worth  of  railways,  surely  it 
OQght  to  be  capable  of  governing  a  million  and 
a  half  ol  loans.  However,  the  advantages 
which  I  see  are  to  be  gained  by  the  settlers  from 
this  Bill  are  simply  those :  The  terms  upon 
which  they  obtain  their  loans  are  much  easier 
than  those  which  they  can  get  from  private 
lenders  :  that  is  to  say,  the  rates  of  interest  are 
comparatively  low,  and  they  have  opportunities 
of  paying  off  tlieir  loans  in  very  small  sums. 
That,  I  think,  is  an  immense  advantage,  be- 
came a  borrower  may  often  have  £5  or  £10 
pot  away  when  he  would  not  have  £20  or  £50 ; 
and  in  that  way  he  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  gradually  reducing  his  loan.  The  expenses 
which  are  attached  to  these  loans  are  also 
■mall.  Therefore  large  sums  would  not  be 
swallowed  up  in  lawyers'  expenses,  as  they  are 
at  the  present  time  Briefly  recapitulating,  1 
object  to  leaseholders  being  included  in  this 
measnre.  I  object,  also,  to  power  being  taken 
to  raise  money  at  4  per  cent.  If  it  cannot  be 
laised  at  a  lower  percentage  than  that,  then 
I  tbmk  it  ought  not  to  be  raised  at  all.  I  ob- 
ject, also,  to  the  Board  having  power  to  lend 
up  to  an  amount  as  high  as  £5,000.  I  also 
object  to  the  two-thirds  valuation,  and  X  ap. 
piDTe  of  one-half  valuation  as  being  sufficient 
to  lend  np  to.  I  also  think  that  the  House 
ought  to  have  power  to  vote  the  money  re- 
hired for  loans  every  year,  and  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  called  upon  to  grant  the  whole 
amoont  in  one  sum,  as  we  are  doing  now.  How- 
ever, most  of  my  objections  are  Committee  ob- 
jeetioins.  Just  by  way  of  conclusion,  I  would 
merely  again  remind  the  Treasurer  that  I  ap- 
prove of  a  measnre  of  this  kind ;  and,  if  he  will 
confine  this  measnre  to  freeholders,  with  a  50- 
ptt-cent.  valuation,  and  provide  that  no  sum 
lent  shall  be  higher  than  £500,  and  that  the 
money  shall  not  be  borrowed  at  a  higher  rate 


than  8^  per  cent.,  I  shall  have  muoh  pleasure 
in  supporting  the  measure.  Those  are  the 
directions  iu  which  I  shall  vote  in  Committee; 
and  then  I  shall  have  to  consider  what  posi- 
tion I  shall  take  up  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  if  these  amendments.are  not  carried. 

Mr.  WILLIS. — I  listened  with  some  surprise 
to  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairau.  He  said  he  would  agree 
to  this  Bill  if  the  leaseholders  were  left  out, 
and  if  the  benefits  of  the  measure  were  confined 
entirely  to  freeholders.  I  say  the  case  should 
be  reversed.  It  is  the  leaseholders  that  I, 
for  one,  would  like  to  see  assisted.  I  was  one 
of  a  deputation  who  waited  on  the  Minister 
last  session  and  urged  that  a  measure  should 
be  brought  forward  to  give  assistance  to  the 
struggling  settlers  who  were  taking  up  land 
from  the  Government,  and  who,  when  they 
have  made  their  small  improvements,  find  their 
funds  exhausted,  and  are  not  in  a  position  to 
continue  their  work.  That  is  the  class  which  I 
wish  to  see  assisted,  and  that  is  the  class  which 
the  honourable  member  tor  Wairau  says  he 
would  be  sorry  to  see  assisted. 

Mr.  BUICK.— Not  sorry. 

Mr.  WILLIS.— Well,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  that  is  the  class  he  is  not  prepared 
to  see  assisted.  Provision  is  made  in  this  Bill 
that  lessees  shall  only  obtain  one-lialf,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  two-thirds  which  can  be 
obtained  upon  freehold.  I  think  the  same  con- 
cession should  be  mode  to  holders  of  Govern- 
ment leases.  My  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
Government  themselves  hold  the  security,  and 
they  can  take  proper  provision  to  see,  before 
the  money  is  advanced,  that  the  improvements 
have  been  made.  In  one  of  the  clauses  it  is 
stated  money  is  not  to  be  advanced  to  these 
settlers  before  the  whole  of  their  improvements 
are  carried  out.  By  the  time  the  improve- 
ments are  effected  I  should  say  that  those 
settlers  would  not  require  much  assistance 
from  the  Government,  as  they  would  have 
overcome  most  of  their  difficulties.  I  listened 
with  very  great  pleasure  indeed  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Mostertou.  I 
may  say  that  he  expressed  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent the  views  which  I  hold.  I  do  not  agreo 
with  the  large  sum  of  money  that  is  proposed 
to  be  borrowed  now.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  large  sums  up  to  £5,000  which  are  to  be 
lent.  I  think  we  should  commence  with 
smaller  amounts,  and  find  out  how  the  sys- 
tem answers,  before  we  borrow  large  sums  of 
money  which  are  to  be  advanced  to  settlers 
who,  I  am  quite  satisfied,  will  not  require 
the  money  the  same  as  the  small  settlers  do. 
If  the  amount  had  been  made  smaller  I  think 
it  would  have  given  more  satisf action  to  the 
House.  It  seems  as  if  we  were  going  too  iex, 
without  due  reflection  as  to  what  we  are  doing, 
and  therefore  I  hope  an  alteration  will  be  made 
in  Committee  as  to  the  amount  that  is  to  be 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  making  these  ad- 
vances. I  am  satisfied,  myself,  that  the  Eoheme 
in  the  main  is  a  good  one,  but  I  think  it  will 
require  a  very  large  amount  of  consideration  in 
Committee  before  the  measnre  is  finally  passed. 
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The  lessees  are  those  in  whom  I  am  most  in- 
terested; it  is  the  struggling  settler  whom  I 
want  to  see  put  on  his  feet ;  and  if  this  system 
is  carried  out  of  assisting  this  class  of  people  I 
am  quite  satisfied  much  benefit  will  be  con- 
ferred on  these  men  ^  and  that  the  colony  as  a 
whole  will  also  be  benefited. 

Mr.  MEEEDITH.— In  common  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui,  I  have  to 
express  my  surprise  at  the  attitude  taken  up 
on  the  question  of  cheap  money  to  settlers  by 
my  honourable  friend  tlie  member  for  Wairau. 
That  honourable  gentleman  represents  a  large 
number  of  small  struggling  settlers.  I  thought 
that  his  sympathy  would  have  been  with  those 
struggling  settlers.  I  thought,  in  common  with 
myself,  he  would  have  been  too  happy  to  assist 
the  Government  to  enable  these  settlers  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I 
look  upon  the  Bill  as  a  very  good  one,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  support  it,  because  I  believe 
it  will  aSord  relief  to  a  class  of  settlors  who 
are  entitled  to  every  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Grovemment.  •  I  believe  the  money  lent 
out  will  bring  about  a  state  of  prosperity  in 
the  country  such  as  we  have  not  witnessed  for 
years.  I  must  compliment  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer on  the  speech  he  made  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  That  speech  was  of  such 
a  nature  that  there  cannot  be  any  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  country  respecting 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  So  far,  the  criti- 
cism on  the  Bill  has  been  harmless.  Indeed 
the  criticism,  if  carefully  analysed,  amounts  to 
very  little.  During  the  second  session  of  1891 
I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  the 
question  of  lending  cheap  money  to  straggling 
settlers.  The  late  Mr.  Ballance  gave  me  a 
favourable  answer.  The  idea  then  in  Mr.  Bal- 
lance's  mind  was  that  a  scheme  of  this  kind,  or 
something  like  it,  should  be  submitted  to  the 
House  for  its  consideration.  I  am  pleased  to 
notice  that  the  idea  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  is 
being  worked  out  in  tliis  Bill.  In  this  respect 
the  mantle  of  Elijah  has  fallen  on  Elisha. 
Honourable  members  are  aware  that  a  very 
small  margin  of  profit  has  been  made  out  of 
agricultural  farming  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  and  much  less  during  the  past  three  years, 
and,  instead  of  a  margin  of  profit  during  the 
past  year,  there  has  been  a  loss  to  the  pro- 
ducer. The  price  of  grain  has  fallen  so  low  that 
there  is  very  little  encouragement  for  farmers. 
When  wheat  was  bringing  5s.  a  bushel  persons 
paid  7  per  cent,  for  their  mortgages ;  and  now, 
although  the  price  of  wheat  has  fallen  to  2s., 
they  pay  about  the  same  percentage  for  the  use 
of  money.  Although  the  price  of  all  kinds  of 
produce  has  depreciated,  the  interest  upon 
mortgages  has  not  gone  down  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. No  doubt,  Sir,  this  measure  must  of 
necessity  receive  opposition — opposition  in  the 
House  and  opposition  out  of  the  House.  It  will 
receive  opposition  in  consequence  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill,  because,  if  this  Bill  is  carried 
into  effect,  it  will  take  away  to  a  large  extent 
the  occupation  of  a  section  of  the  community. 
It  will  interfere  with  gentlemen  of  the  legal 
profession  in  the  execution  of  deeds,  mort- 
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gages,  and  so  forth ;  it  will  interfere  with  ihe 
lenders  of  money  at  10  and  20  per  cent. ;  it 
will  interfere  with  land-dealers ;  and,  conse- 
quently, of  necessity,  a  number  of  persons  will 
be  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  so 
as  to  excite  a  considerable  amount  of  opposi- 
tion. If  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  will  bava 
a  tendency  in  the  direction  of  bringing  down 
the  interest  on  money  it  will  effect  a  great 
deal  of  good.  The  Bill  itself  is  calculate  to 
do  that,  but  the  indirect  influences  of  the 
Bill  are  calculated  to  effect  a  great  deal  of 
good.  Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  pointed  out  by 
some  honourable  members  that  this  Bill  is 
likely  to  interfere  with  private  enterprise. 
Well,  I  believa  it  will  interfere  with  private 
enterprise,  and  I  think  it  is  a  proper  thing 
that  this  Bill  should  interfere  with  private 
enterprise.  The  rates  of  interest  that  have 
been  charged  in  some  instances  for  money 
accommodation  have  been  of  a  most  usuri- 
ous and  exorbitant  nature.  I  have  had  a 
number  of  communications  from  my  constitu- 
ents, who  feel  interested  very  largely  in  this 
measure ;  and  I  will  point  out  one  or  two  bad 
cases  of  fleecing  the  innocents.  A  struggling 
settler  in  the  Canterbury  Province,  some  fifteen 
or  eighteen  months  ago,  wanted  accommoda- 
tion to  the  extent  of  £100.  He  applied  to  the 
Christohurch  Finance  Company.  The  security 
he  was  willing  to  offer  was  an  acceptanoe 
backed  by  a  substantial  settler,  and  therefore 
the  security  was  undoubted.  The  Finance 
Company  was  quite  willing  to  advance  the 
money  on  these  conditions :  He  was  to  pay 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum.  He 
signed  a  bill  in  the  first  place  for  £100,  plus 
£10  interest,  plus  £5  commission :  total  £116. 
At  the  end  of  three  months  the  bill  was  re- 
newed for  £115,  plus  5  per  cent,  commission 
and  2^  per  cent,  discount.  At  the  end  of  six 
months  he  had  the  bill  renewed — ^£123  28.  6d., 
plus  5  per  cent,  commission  and  2^  per  cent. 
discount— so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  for 
£100  he  had  to  pay  to  this  company  42^  per 
cent.,  or  a  total  of  £142  5s.  Honourable  mem- 
bers may  remark  that  this  man  wslb  a  fool. 

An  Hon.  Membeb, — Did  be  pay  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— He  met  the  bill.  Sir.  If 
this  man  was  a  fool,  I  ask,  what  about  the 
company  which  charged  such  a  usurious  rate 
of  interest  ?  I  consider  the  conduct  of  the 
company  was  the  most  barefaced  robbery; 
it  was  the  commercial  morality  of  the  high- 
wayman. On  the  rate  of  profits  made  by  com- 
panies doing  business  in  this  colony  I  might 
refer  to  an  extract  taken  from  a  report  of  a 
meeting  held  in  London.  This  is  taken  from 
the  Home  News  of  the  22nd  July,  1892.  It  ia 
a  report  of  the  New  Zealand  Trust  and  Loan 
Company,  doing  business  in  New  Zealand,  and 
having  one  of  its  branches,  if  not  its  head- 
quarters, in  the  City  of  Ghristchuioh.  Sir 
Charles  Clifford  was  in  the  chair;  and  the 
report  runs  thus : — 

"  The  Chairman,  in  returning  thanks,  said 
he  only  trusted  that  time  would  bring  back  to 
New  Zealand  its  old  prosperity.  It  would 
afford  the  directors  very  great  satisfaction  to 
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be  aide  to  return  to  their  old  20  per  cent.,  and 
he  thought  tbat  the  best  thing  they  could  do 
would  be  to  impress  upon  Mr.  Bowen,  when  ho 
«ent  back,  to  strongly  urge  upon  the  people 
and  the  Uovernment  of  New  Zealand  to  do 
ail  that  lay  in  their  power  to  bring  the  country 
back  to  its  old  state  of  prosperity." 

Now,  the  old  state  of  prosperity  was  tbat 
this  company,  doing  business  in  the  colony, 
oat  of  the  bone  and  muscle  and  lifeblood  of 
the  people,  was  in  a  position  to  declare  to  its 
ihareholders  20  per  cent,  of  profits  on  their 
business.  In  the  face  of  these  facts,  how  can 
honourable  members  advocate  that  private  en- 
terprise should  be  encouraged  ?  If  that  is  the 
sort  of  private  enterprise  that  is  to  be  en- 
ooaraged  in  this  country,  then  I  say.  Heaven 
help  New  Zealand  I  Now  I  come  to  the  pro- 
nsioDs  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  provides  for  loans 
to  be  advanced  in  amounts  from  £50  to  £5,000. 
I  emphatically  say  that  £5,000  is  too  large  a 
com.  I  would  reduce  that  sum  to,  say,  £3,000, 
or  I  am  even  prepared  to  accept  of  £1,000  as  the 
in«.T-;mTiTn  I  do  Dot  object  to  the  security  ex- 
tending over  freehold,  lease-in-perpetuity,  and 
peipetual-lease  land.  I  consider  the  security 
is  good.  I  am  in  favour  of  advances  being 
nude  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the  as- 
■cued  value  of  the  security,  on  the  following 
grounds :  When  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  were 
first  discussed  in  the  local  papers,  nothing  was 
Mid  about  the  arrangements  made  in  the  Bill 
ior  the  extinction  of  the  principal  by  1  per 
eent.  of  a  sinking  fund.  This  is  one  of  the 
best  features  of  the  Bill — the  1  per  cent,  that 
is  provided  to  extinguish  the  loon.  My  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  stated  that  few  settlers  would 
take  up  money  on  the  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Bill,  because  to  finally  extinguish  the 
debt  it  was  necessary  to  continue  for  thirty- 
six  aiid  a  half  years ;  but  I  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  in  other  countries 
settlers  have  taken  up  money  from  Govern- 
ments, and  very  gladly  too,  on  repayments 
vhich  have  extended  over  a  greater  number  of 
years.  The  British  Government  has  advanced 
to  farmers  in  Ireland  money  on  which  they 
paid  4  per  cent.,  so  that  at  the  end  of  forty- 
nine  years  the  principal  was  extinguished :  so 
tb&t  no  possible  objection  can  be  raised  against 
the  time  extending  over  thirty-six  and  a  half 
years.  The  advantage  of  the  1  per  cent,  to 
extinguish  the  principal  is  this :  that,  after 
settlers  have  had  the  use  of  the  money  for 
ten  years,  for  every  £100  loan  they  have  paid 
oS  £13  15s.  2d.  of  the  principal;  for  every 
£1,000,  £127  14s.  2d. ;  and  for  every  £3,000, 
£363  2a.  6d.  We  can  easily  picture  to  our- 
selves the  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  charac- 
terizes the  honest  settler  on  finding  that  after 
having  paid  6  per  cent,  interest  ho  has  the 
pleosoie  to  know  that  he  has  paid  so  much 
towards  extinguishing  the  total  amount  of  the 
mortgage.  At  present  the  farmer  is  paying  6 
per  cent,  and  after  having  paid  that  for  ten 
years  there  is  no  diminution  whatever  of  the 
principal :  so  tbat  I  look  upon  this  arrange- 
ment as  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  Bill — 


a  feature  that  I  most  heartily  approve.  If 
the  provision  of  1  per  cent,  to  extinguish  the 
principle  had  not  been  made,  then  I  should 
consider  that  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to 
advance  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
value  of  the  security ;  but  since  that  pro- 
vision has  been  made  it  has  removed  the 
serious  apprehension  I  had  respecting  the  ad- 
vances heing  made  to  the  extent  mentioned 
in  the  Bill.  The  charges  for  deeds  and  valua- 
tions ate  very  reasonable,  and  this  is  a  feature 
that  must  commend  itself  to  every  person  re- 
quiring a  loan.  The  charge  for  valuation  for 
a  loan  of  £1,000  is  only  21s. ;  for  £3,000,  42s. ; 
the  total  cost  of  a  deed  amounts  to  35s.  ;  while 
under  ordinary  circumstances  a  settler  would 
have  to  pay  to  any  ordinary  legal  firm  on  a  loan 
of  £3,000  from  ten  to  fifteen  guineas.  There 
is  a  great  difference  here.  There  is  one  feature 
in  the  Bill  that  I  rather  take  exception  to,  and 
that  is,  that  when  the  interest  becomes  due 
fourteen  days'  grace  only  is  allowed.  That 
is  a  mistake.  It  should  be  extended  to  at 
least  twenty- eight  days'  before  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  foreclose.  Under  this  Bill, 
no  doubt.  Government  would  have  a  number 
of  individuals  applying  for  various  positions 
coimected  with  the  administration  of  the  Act, 
and  I  would  say  to  the  Govemmont  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  very  careful  to  keep  the  expenses 
down  to  a  minimum;  otherwise  the  expenses 
of  management  will  create  a  bail  feeling  in 
the  country,  and  render  the  scheme  unpopular. 
I  should  be  well  satisfied  if  the  Bill  proposed 
only  to  raise  half  a  million,  or  a  million  at 
most,  instead  of  one  and  a  half  millions; 
furthermore,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
that  the  country  should  be  committed  to  a  con- 
tinuous yearly  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half. 
I  think  if  a  million  and  a  half  are  raised — 
that  is,  if  the  House  agrees  to  it  —  we 
should  wait  and  see  how  the  scheme  will  work 
out  before  the  country  is  committed  to  a  larger 
loan.  We  should  be  cautious,  and  have  no 
reckless  borrowing. 
„  go  Mr.  BELL. — Mr.  Speaker,  judging 
'  from  some  of  the  speeches  I  have 
heard  in  this  debate,  I  should  imagine  some 
honourable  members  think  this  is  a  new  ex- 
periment— the  borrowing  of  money  in  London 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest  to  lend  in  New  Zea- 
land at  higher  rates.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  new  ex- 
periment. Institution  after  institution  in  this 
colony  has  tried  this  method  of  finance ;  and 
with  one  or  two  exceptions — and  these  excep- 
tions only  because  of  very  careful  and  Skilful 
management  which  those  particular  companies 
have  been  enabled  to  engage  and  employ — with 
those  exceptions  the  result  has  invariably  boon 
disastrous.  We  have  company  after  company 
which  has  borrowed  money  on  low  interest  in 
London  and  lent  it  here  at  a  higher  rate,  and 
company  after  company  and  individual  after 
individual  has  been  ruined  through  it.  Yon 
have  now  the  "globo  assets,"  and  the  history 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  What  are  the 
"  globo  assets  "?  The  remnant  left  of  reinvest- 
ments. And,  coming  to  individuals,  the  some 
story    is   told   by  the   Christchuroh   firm   o£ 
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Harper  and  Co.  And  the  reason  is  (bis:  The 
interest  in  London  has  to  be  paid  regularly 
and  on  the  nail,  whatever  may  be  the  course 
of  business  in  the  colony,  while  the  interest  in 
this  country  is  not  paid  unless  the  seasons  are 
favourable,  and  unless  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  are  prosperous.  And  when  you  have 
to  pay  your  interest  regularly,  and  have  to 
wait  for  the  payment  of  your  interest  here, 
then.  Sir,  the  process,  unless  the  condition  of 
the  country  continues  to  be  prosperous,  has 
been  in  the  past,  and  will  bo  in  the  future, 
invariably  ruinous.  In  the  management  of 
companies  which  have  not  been  subjected  to 
any  influence,  and  where  no  pressure  could  be 
brought  to  boar,  the  individual  has  had  to 
eufier  if  he  conld  not  pay  ;  and,  if  that  is  the 
experience  of  companies,  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  experience  of  the  State?  Sir,  many  in 
this  country  who  have  hod  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  have 
examined  and  considered  whether  that  is  likely 
to  be  a  profitable  method  of  business,  and  all 
who  have  exercised  sound  judgment  have 
rejected  it,  though  it  suggested  on  the  face  of 
it  the  advantages  suggested  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Sir,  the  country  may  woll  engage 
in  many  forms  of  business  which  heretofore 
have  been  left  to  individual  enterprise.  There 
is  nobody  more  ready  to  recognise  this  than 
myself,  or  more  willing  to  encourage  society, 
wherever  monopoly  exists,  to  replace  individual 
effort  than  myself.  But  there  is  no  business 
more  difficult,  none  more  dangerous,  than  that 
of  money-lending.  There  is  no  business  in 
the  world  that  depends  so  much  upon  special 
individual  skill ;  and  the  possibility  of  the 
retention  of  this  particular  class  of  skill  by  the 
colony  is  an  essential  to  the  success  of  any 
such  proposal  as  the  present.  In  every  one  of 
the  measures  which  have  been  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  who  has 
evidently  studied  and  read  the  subject,  in  every 
one  of  the  schemes  which  arc  known  under 
the  generic  name  of  credits  foitciers,  the  first 
feature  of  such  schemes  is  that  the  capital  shall 
be  repayable  with  the  interest  for  a  term  of 
yoars,  so  that  the  mortgagor  regularly  provides 
annually  his  sinking  fund.  The  honourable 
gentleman  approves  of  a  sinking  fund  in  the 
case  of  individual  loans ;  and  why  should  it  be 
specially  admirable  in  the  case  of  individuals 
when  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  considered  in  the 
case  of  a  country? 

Mr.  WARD.— There  is  finality. 

Mr.  BELL. — There  is  no  fineJity  in  the  land 
on  which  the  loan  is  secured.  As  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua will  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  whatever  happens  to  the 
individual  the  land  is  there ;  it  continues  to 
exist — the  thing  over  which  the  security  is  to 
remain.  It  is  the  land  the  honourable  gentle- 
man looks  to,  and  not  the  individual,  unless  he 
is  going  to  enter  on  such  transactions  as  were 
suggested  to  him  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley — unless  it  is  that  bill-discounting 
is  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  think  the  principle  is  admirable;  I 
am  insisting  that  it  should  be  applied  to  tiie 
Mr.  Bell 


country;  but  I  am  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  consistent.  What  is  going  to- 
become  of  the  sinking  fund  under  this  Bill? 
Why,  Sir,  I  read  this  Bill,  and  I  find  in  section. 
65  that  these  aggregations  of  funds  which  are 
to  accrue  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee- 
— that  is,  the  moneys  which  are  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  loem  to  the  individual  —  are  not 
to  be  applied  in  the  reduction  of  the  moneys 
which  are  borrowed  in  London,  but  they  are  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  Qovernor  in  Council 
may  direct.  Talk  of  sly  borrowing  I  Wliy, 
the  money  is  obtained  twice  over.  It  is  bor- 
rowed in  London  and  lent  to  the  individual 
mortgagors  here,  and  then  the  aggregate  of  the 
sinking  fund  is  invested  by  the  Public  Trustee  ; 
and  then  the  honourable  gentleman  coolly  puts 
in  the  measure  that  he  may  dispose  of  such 
moneys,  with  the  interest,  as  the  Governor 
in  Council  may  from  time  to  time  direct — 
from  time  to  time,  Sir,  I  suppose,  on  roads 
and  bridges  and  public  works,  and  on  tilings 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  declared  it  is 
wrong  and  corrupt  to  borrow  for.  It  is  quite 
a  different  thing  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  now  proposing  from  the  borrowing  of  the 
past,  we  are  told.  That  was  for  public  works  ; 
and  that  was  quite  wrong,  he  says,  and  gave  no 
security  to  the  country.  But  the  borrowing  of 
the  present  is  a  borrowing  where  money  is  lent 
to  the  settler,  and  is  to  be  repaid,  principal  and 
interest,  by  the  settler;  and  the  interest,  as 
it  comes  in,  will,  no  doubt,  be  remitted  to- 
Iiondon  and  paid,  but  as  the  principal  comes 
back  it  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  Treasurer. 
Where  is  the  finality  to  this  scheme  ?  Million 
and  a  half  after  million  and  a  half  comes  pour- 
ing into  the  country  from  London ;  it  is  repaid 
by  the  borrowers,  and  is  not  returned  to  Lon- 
don to  repay  the  amount  that  was  borrowed, 
but  is  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil may  from  time  to  time  direct.  That,  Sir, 
is  finance.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman, 
in  calculating  his  expenses,  know  that  tha- 
expense  of  lending  aud  collecting  £100  is  the 
same  as  the  .expense  of  lending  and  collecting 
£5,000  ?  If  his  money  is  distributed  in  small 
sums  to  small  settlers  the  expense  will  there- 
fore be  greater  than  he  submitted,  or  than 
he  anticipates.  Take  the  case  of  insurance 
companies.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  reason  why  they  place 
a  high  limit  for  policies,  below  which  they 
will  not  insure,  is  that  every  policy,  what- 
ever may  be  its  amount,  carries  with  it 
exactly  the  same  cost  for  collection  and  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  staff.  And  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  his  millions  dis- 
tributed among  a  few,  if  he  has  them,  as  the 
companies  have,  distributed  among  a  small 
class,  the  expenses  will  be  but  small ;  but  if 
he  has  them  distributed — as,  if  they  are  to 
bo  of  any  use  at  all,  they  must  be  distributed — 
widely  in  small  sums,  the  expenses  will  be  far 
greater  than  anything  he  has  led  the  House  to 
imagine.  I  know  something  about  this  matter^ 
and  so  does  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  ask 
him  in  reply  to  say  whether  I  am  not  saying 
what  is  the  experience  of  every  one  having 
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any  knowledge  of  mortgage  basiness.  Ib  it  not 
the  case  that  the  expenses  of  collecting  and 
dealing  with  these  small  loans  is  something 
enormoasly  larger  than  anything  whioh  any 
company  has  ever  engaged  upon  up  to  the 
present  time? 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH.— The  collection  of  the 
land-tax  does  not  cost  much. 

Mr.  BELIi. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man think  that  the  collection  of  this  interest 
will  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  land-tax? 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  a  very  confiding 
inditidnal  if  he  believes  that.  He  has  had 
very  little  experience  of  such  matters  if  he 
thinks  that.  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
OS  that  the  provision  in  clause  31  of  1  per 
cent,  as  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  money 
is  to  be  borrowed  was  only  inserted  because  he 
might  have  to  borrow  at  short  dates  in  an- 
ticipation of  an  issue,  and  to  hypothecate  the 
debentures.  This  is  a  very  lame  explanation. 
If  he  looks  at  the  same  section,  at  the  end, 
he  will  see  a  provision  that  he  may  hypo- 
thecate at  a  higher  rale  to  get  money.  If 
4  per  cent,  is  the  sum  fixed  at  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  finances,  i  per  cent,  and 
not  3^  per  cent,  is  the  sum  between  which 
and  5  per  cent,  we  must  calculate  our  margin ; 
and  when  he  talks  of  1^  per  cent,  margin — 
whatever  may  be  said  about  the  figures  sug- 
gested by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  I  believe  them  to 
be  sound  and  correct — I  say  here  wo  have  on 
the  face  of  the  Bill  the  statement  of  the 
Colcmial  Treasurer  that  he  does  not  expect 
he  can  fix  a  limit  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House  lower  than  i  per  cent.  It  is  said  this 
is  going  to  interfere  with  money-lenders  and 
lawyers.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman  be- 
lieve it  will  ?  Does  he  think  this  is  the  kind 
of  basiness  that  is  done  as  a  general  rule 
among  money-lenders  and  lawyers  ?  It  is  that 
done  by  those  of  whom  the  honourable  member 
tor  Ashley  spoke  to  the  House.  These  small 
loans  are  not  undertaken  by  money-lenders 
or  by  lawyers.  It  is  the  largo  class  of  busi- 
ness, with  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  seek  to  interfere,  which  constitutes 
the  monopoly.  Hundreds  of  people  are  lend- 
ing these  small  sums.  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  suppose  the  people  called  capital- 
ists lend  in  sums  of  £200,  £S00,  and  £100? 
The  thing  is  ridicnlous. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— What  about  the  Har- 
pers'firm? 

Mr.  BEI/L. — The  honourable  gentleman  does 
not  know  what  he  is  talking  about.  An  ex- 
•mination  of  the  business  of  the  Harpers'  firm 
would  bear  out  exactly  what  I  say.  They  did 
not  deal  with  people  in  £200  and  £300.  They 
were  lending  large  sums  of  money.  Does  the 
booonrable  gentleman  suppose  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasnrer  would  interfere  with  the  Harpers' 
finn  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
liere  he  would  have  heard  what  I  said  in 
niaiion  to  the  Harpers'  firm ;  and  I  tell  the 
hoooorable  gentleman  this  because,  when  I 
nferred  to  the  Harpers'  firm,  I  said  that  this 
system  of  finance  was  exactly  the  same — ^we 


are  borrowing  at  a  high  rate  in  London  in 
order  to  lend  the  money  out  in  New  Zealand 
at  a  low  rate,  and  that  is  what  broke  the  firm 
of  Harper  and  Co. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — It  was  personal  extra- 
vagance. 

Mr.  BELIj. — ^The  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  does  not  know  what  he  is  talking 
about ;  honourable  gentlemen  are  entitled  to 
their  opinions,  but  they  do  not  know  anything 
about  it.  I  may  here  add  that  the  Treasurer 
has  missed  one  part  of  the  necessary  Act — that 
is,  the  question  of  stafis  and  offices.  That 
is  a  point  which  has  been  considered  before  in 
relation  to  the  matter  of  District  Solicitors. 
The  salary  the  honourable  gentleman  named, 
as  he  knows,  cannot  possibly  cover  the  expense 
of  the  staff  and  offices  which  must  necessarily 
be  incurred  by  them ;  therefore  he  must  add 
these  items  to  the  expense.  As  to  the  kind  of 
solicitor  who  must  be  appointed :  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knows  that  the  man  fit  to 
undertake  the  Government  business  must  be 
a  man  of  considerable  qualifications ;  otherwise 
on  every  important  Qovernment  matter  it  will 
mean  that  a  more  expensive  man  will  have  to 
be  employed.  I  do  know  something  about  this, 
having  acted  as  legal  adviser  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  many  years,  and  having  been  in  the 
confidence  both  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  of  his  predecessors.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of^  lending  money  on  Uie  freehold 
value,  I  think  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said 
upon  that  subject  is  to  a  large  extent  sound, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  he  will  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  the  ordinary  monoy-lender  unless  the 
House  allows  him  to  lend  up  to  two-thirds  of 
the  value.  I  think  he  will  find  very  little  busi- 
ness in  this  direction  excepting  the  lending  on 
leaseholds.  Of  course,  if  he  likes  that  busi- 
ness, he  is  not  likely  to  have  any  competition. 
AsregE^rds  this  proposal,  the  two- thirds  freehold 
value  is  safe  enough  —that  is,  if  you  can  depend 
upon  your  valuation.  The  whole  difficulty  is 
this:  It  is  very  easy  to  say  yon  can  depend 
upon  the  valuations  of  experienced  Valuers  in 
regard  to  money-lending  in  the  country;  but, 
as  against  that  statement,  there  are  only  a  very 
few  men  in  the  country  whose  estimate  is  ever 
accepted  without  any  question.  I  may  mention 
to  the  House  that  there  is  one  gentleman  in 
the  South  Island  who  is  employed  by  various 
companies,  such  as  the  Australian  Mutual  Pro- 
vident, and  who  is  sent  from  one  end  of  the 
Island  to  another,  and  even  to  the  North 
Island, — and  he  is  employed  by  individuals  as 
well  as  by  companies, — because  they  can  trust 
him.  But  there  is  tl3e  greatest  possible  diffi- 
culty in  finding  a  gentleman  with  the  two 
qualifications  I  name — I  am  speaking  of  their 
capacity  as  valuers  and  their  integrity  and 
honour — I  repeat  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a 
man  with  these  two  qualifications  combined. 
It  is  a  most  difficult  combination,  for  you  have 
to  get  a  man  who  is  able  to  judge  land,  and 
who  is  capable  of  estimating  the  possibility  of 
a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  it,  and  who  is 
well  known  to  be  honest,  and  can  be  tmsted 
not  to  be  inflaenoed  by  the  borrower.     The 
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danger  is  so  great  tbat  there  are  many  who 
refuse  to  enter  upon  it,  and  who  prefer  to  ac- 
cept the  lower  rate  of  interest  which  is  obtain- 
able from  bank  deposits  rather  than  to  depend 
upon  a  business  which  involves  this  factor, 
which  they  cannot  determine.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  knows  just  as  well  as  I  do  this  diffi- 
culty— a  man  having  had  the  business  experi- 
ence of  the  honourable  gentleman,'  who  is 
carrying  on  such  a  business  as  he  docs  outside 
this  House — I  say  that  he  cannot  but  know 
what  is  the  common  experience  in  this  direc- 
tion. And  he  must  know  also  that  the  value  of 
land  is  constantly  fluctuating  in  this  country. 
Taking  one  instance  :  land  which  has  had  up 
to  this  time  a  grain-value — that  is,  because  it 
will  grow  so  many  bushels  of  wheat — has  no 
longer  that  value  now.  It  has  a  grass-value 
now,  and  no  more.  Take  another  instance, 
the  value  of  certain  parts  of  the  North  Island 
which  have  an  exceptional  value  for  dairying 
purposes.  That  value  may  break  down  if  the 
development  of  the  new  dairy  industry  should 
suffer  a  check,  and  land  now  valued  at  £10 
and  £15  an  acre  will  be  reduced  to  its  grozing- 
value  of  £8  and  £4.  All  those  things  the  coun- 
try will  have  to  pay  for ;  all  this  fluctuation  the 
country  will  have  to  pay  for ;  and  it  will  have 
to  face  this  regularly  every  six  months,  when 
it  must  remit  its  interest  to  London.  When 
the  seasons  are  bad,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's colleague's  rents  are  not  paid, — and  at 
times  the  Minister  of  Lands  does  find  his  rents 
are  not  paid, — then  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  find  that  his  intsrest  is  not  paid.  The 
common  experience  of  this  country  is  not  a 
happy  one  in  this  respect ;  and  let  me  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  this :  that  in  those  sea- 
eons,  in  those  bad  times,  he  will  bo  unable  to 
realise  his  securities,  for  in  those  seasons  when 
interest  is  not  paid  land  is  unsaleable;  but 
all  this  time  he  will  have  to  remit  his  inter- 
est to  London,  and  he  will  find  that  ho  will 
have  to  make  up  the  deficiency  from  revenue. 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  probably  tell 
me  that  he  will  have,  or  ought  to  have,  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  hand— namely,  the  one-tenth 
Assurance  Fund — and  will  be  able  to  use  it 
for  this  purpose ;  but  I  think  my  honourable 
friend  will  find  that  that  amount  will  be  tied 
up  in  Treasury  bills.  Of  course,  he  says  that  a 
Treasury  bill  is  as  good  as  gold ;  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  only  got  to  put  his  name  to  it, 
and  the  seal  of  the  colony,  and  anybody  will 
take  it  for  gold.  I  hope  that  is  so,  and  I  hope 
it  may  long  remain  so ;  but  the  time  must 
come  when  there  will  be  lean  years,  and  in  the 
lean  years  there  will  be  a  wide  deficiency ;  but 
the  interest  must  be  provided  whatever  the 
season  is.  The  experience  of  mortgagees  is  just 
the  same  as  the  experience  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  You  have  to  give  up  something,  and 
carry  on  a  "  hanging  gale,"  for  you  cannot  get 
out  of  these  people  any  more  money  than  &e 
year's  income  will  enable  them  to  pay,  and  I 
am  afraid  the  House  would  not  allow  the 
Minister  to  try  to  do  so.  My  honourable  friend 
will  have  to  take  the  part  of  the  usurers — the 
bloodthirsty  usurers  whom  he  so  graphically  de- 
Mr.  Bell 


scribes  as  sucking  the  lifeblood  out  of  the  com- 
munity. Is  the  honourable  gentleman  going  to 
take  the  place  of  those  men  ?  If  the  poor  man 
cannot  pay  his  rent,  is  he  going  to  take  him  by 
the  throat  and  say  to  him,  "  Fay  me  whab 
thou  owest  or  go  out  of  my  land  "  ?  I  think, 
if  he  wanted  to  do  that,  the  House  would  inter- 
fere. I  say  that  there  is  no  sound  finance  ia 
this  scheme,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  time- 
limit  prevents  me  from  saying  one-half  of  what 
I  intended  to  say  upon  this  matter.  It  is  quite 
impossible  for  me,  in  speaking  upon  a  measure 
of  this  kind  under  the  existing  time  limit,  to 
say  one-half  of  what  I  wish  to  bring  before 
the  House,  and  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when 
we  shall  be  able  to  get  rid  of  this  absurd  timo- 
limit.  I  say  that  a  man  who  wishes  to  adduce 
arguments  that  ought  to  be  addressed  to  the 
country  should  not  find  himself  in  the  diffi- 
culty I  am  now  placed  in.  However,  I  desire 
to  read  as  much  as  this  time-limit  will  permit 
me  from  an  extract  from  tho  Scotsman  of  the 
27th  July,  1894.  The  reason  I  read  this  extract 
is  that  the  whole  finance  of  this  scheme  de- 
pends upon  borrowing  at  3}  per  cent.  In  that 
paper  we  find  this  stated 

Mr.  WARD.— What  date  ? 

Mr.  BELL.— 27th  July  — after  the  delivery 
of  the  Financial  Statement,  and  before  any  of 
these  wicked  Tories  could  have  written  Home. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  will  give  you  one  of  a  later 
date. 

Mr.  BELL. — This  is  what  it  says : — 

"Financial  Affairs  in  New  Zealand. 
"  The  course  of  financial  affairs  in  New  Zea- 
land will  require  to  be  closely  watched  by 
British  investors.  For  some  years  past  the 
(Government  have  made  it  their  constant  boast 
tbat,  in  consequence  of  the  flourishing  condi- 
tion of  the  colony,  it  had  become  independent 
of  the  London  money-market.  Thus,  in  his 
Financial  Statement,  made  on  the  16th  June, 
1891,  the  Premier  said,  '  Borrowing  in  the 
English  market  is  to  cease ;  but  it  is  proposed 
to  raise  a  local  loan  to  open  up  land,  repayable 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  land.'  In  May,  1892, 
the  Premier  told  the  representative  of  a  local 
journal  that '  the  Government  would  endeavour 
to  make  the  colony  independent  of  the  London 
money-market,'  adding,  that  '  with  the  esta- 
blished local  credit  this  was  now  becoming  pos- 
sible.' On  the  4th  July,  1893,  the  Hon.  J.  G. 
Ward,  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  presenting  his 
Financial  Statement,  said  that  'no  attempt 
would  be  made  to  place  a  loan  on  the  London 
money-market,'  and  tbat  a  <  self-reliant  policy 
is  to  be  continued,  no  borrowing  being  neces- 
sary ' ;  while,  as  recently  as  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year,  the  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon,  the 
Premier,  wound  up  a  speech,  delivered  at  Fox- 
ton  (New  Zealand),  with  the  announcement 
that '  there  was  plenty  of  money  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  colony,  and  further  bor- 
rowing was  unnecessary.'  Within  six  months 
of  this  last  reassuring  official  utterance  comes 
the  news  that  the  Government  propose  to  taiae 
£2,500,000  —  £1,500,000  in  S^-per-cent.  in- 
scribed  stock,   and  the  balance  in  'Colonial 
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Consols '  bearing  a  mazimtun  rate  of  4  per  cent. , 
•nd  inscribable  at '  any  post-office.'  The  former 
poxtion  is  needed  to  make  advances  to  settlers 
on  the  secarity  of  their  land  at  5  per  cent. 
The  object  of  the  other  portion  is  not  men- 
tioned. Moreover,  £750,000  is  wanted  to  piir- 
cfaase  more  land  from  the  Natives.  But  this 
is  not  all.  Foreign  insurance  companies  are 
to  make  '  Isbige  deposits  with  public  trustees ' 
— otherwise,  the  Government.  That  will  supply 
farther  funds.  The  private  savings-banks  are 
to  be  merged,  lock,  Btock,  and  barrel,  into  the 
Poet-Office  Savings-bank,  which  means  still 
more  cash  to  play  with  in  the  socieJistic  game 
of  financing  the  squatters,  dealings  with  whom 
have  alreskdy  landed  the  banks  in  so  much 
trouble.  This  is  all  of  a  piece  with  the 
guaranteeing  of  the  £2,000,000  of  fresh  capital 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  last-men- 
tioned operation  involved  a  mystery  which  has 
not  yet  been  fathomed.  When  the  news  first 
naehed  liondon  we  pointed  to  the  total  in- 
adee^uacy  of  the  official  explanation  of  the 
afiair,  and  laid  stress  upon  the  statement, 
made  by  Mr.  Ward  in  presenting  the  Bank 
Stock  Ouarantee  Biil  to  Parliament,  that  the 
guarantee  was  needed  to  avert  a  grave  '  dis- 
aster.' We  have,  so  far,  refrained  from  throw- 
ing light  upon  this  matter,  because  it  was  not 
dediMle  to  do  anything  in  the  least  degree 
calculated  to  jeopardize  the  success  of  an  issue 
which  bad  confessedly  saved  the  colony,  and, 
for  that  matter,  the  whole  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  from  a  fresh  and  terrible  crisis.  The 
usually-accepted  explanation  had  been  that  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  crippled  by  a  lock- 
np  of  a  large  portion  of  its  capital  in  the  shares 
of  the  New  Zealand  Estates  Company,  and 
that  the  revenue  previously  derived  from  the 
latter  would  fall  this  year,  and  prevent  the 
bank  from  paying  a  dividend  in  August,  an 
event  that  would  gravely  weaken  its  credit. 

"  The  actual  facts  were  very  different,  and 
much  more  serious.  The  truth  is  that  the 
bank  has  for  a  long  while  past  been  financing 
the  Estates  Company,  and  has  in  this  maimer 
kxJced  up  £600,000  of  its  capital  in  that  con- 
eeis.  It  has  been  making  advances  to  it  of 
S  per  cent.,  and,  when  the  fact  became  known 
to  the  debenture-holders  in  the  Estates  Com- 
pany, these  insisted  upon  the  bank's  position 
in  relation  to  their  own  as  first-charge  creditors 
being  clearly  defined.  This  resulted,  as  we 
understand  the  case,  in  the  bank's  advances 
being  made  a  sort  of  second  charge  on  the 
•sseta  of  the  Estates  Company.  How  much 
of  the  £600,000  may  have  been  used  for 
the  improTement  or  upkeep  of  the  latter's 
property,  and  to  what  extent  it  may  have 
enabled  the  company  to  provide  for  its  deben- 
tnre  interest,  are  questions  not  worth  while 
inquiring  into.  The  maift  and  all-important 
pomt  is  that  the  bank,  having  got  out  of 
bad  business  in  1890  by  converting  its  uurealis- 
able  assets  into  the  ordinary  and  preference 
(hares  of  the  Estates  Company  and  the  cash 
proceeds  of  the  issue  of  the  latter's  deben- 
tures, has  reverted  to  its  old  vicious  sys- 
tem, and  put  back  a  large  portion  of  what  it 


has  with  difficulty  and  at  great  sacrifice  suc- 
ceeded in  releasing  into  the  same  unrealis- 
able  assets,  with  this  further  disadvantage : 
that,  whereas  the  assets  were  formerly  its  sole 
property,  it  has  now  only  a  second  charge  on 
them.  'The  recklessness  of  such  financing  is 
almost  incredible.  Not  a  single  lesson  in  or- 
dinary banking  prudence  has  been  learned  from 
the  calamities  of  the  recent  past.  If  this  per- 
sistence in  the  old  evil  course  concerned  the 
Colony  alone  we  could  well  let  the  thing  go 
with  a  mere  passing  reference.  But  it  happens 
that  there  are  upwards  of  £1,200,000  of  British 
deposits  at  stake  in  this  bank.  The  New  Zea- 
land Government  have  by  their  interposition, 
and  by  pledging  the  credit  of  the  colony, 
saved  the  bank,  and  we  are  asked  to  believe 
that  by  means  of  a  strict  Government  super- 
vision of  its  business  in  the  future  all  will  be 
well.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will  prove  so.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Government  are  themselves 
committed  on  a  huge  scale  to  the  very  class  of 
business  which,  for  the  second  time,  landed  the 
bank  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice.  The  whole 
affair  must  present  itself  to  the  most  ordinary 
intelligence  as  a  financial  muddle  of  the  worst 
kind.  In  the  event  of  anything  happening  to 
the  Estates  Company,  will  the  Government  take 
that  concern  in  hand  also  ?  There  is  talk  of 
setting  up  a  State  bank.  Does  this  mean  that 
the  Government  are  going  to  have  two  big  in- 
stitutions on  their  hands," — Is  this  a  prophet, 
who  asks  so  pertinent  a  question  ? — "  or  do  they 
purpose  using  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  the 
basis  for  such  a  State  institution  ?  The  Govern- 
ment are  about  to  raise  £2,600,000  to  carry  on 
a  land-jobbing  business,  and  have  made  them- 
selves responsible  for  £2,000,OCJ.  The  credit  of 
the  colony  is  therefore  to  be  pledged  to  the  tune 
of  £4,500,000  in  support  of  this  land -jobbing 
enterprise.  Where  and  when  is  the  process  to 
stop?  British  capitalists  and  investors,  both 
small  and  large,  have  an  enormous  stake  in  the 
colony,  and  it  is  quite  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  warned,  before  it  is  too  late, 
that  if  they  go  on  in  the  course  they  have  now 
marked  out  tor  themselves  they  will  wreck 
their  credit,  and  the  colony  itself  into  the  bar- 
gain. The  latter  cannot  bpar  the  burdens  which 
are  being  imposed  upon  it,  and  if  these  con- 
tinue to  be  piled  up  in  the  way  proposed  a 
breakdown  will  sooner  or  later  be  inevitable." 
gQ  Mr.  G.W.BUSSELL.— Sir,  members 
°  '  of  the  profession  of  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  so  distinguished  a  member 
usually  fortify  their  arguments  and  their  posi- 
tion by  authorities.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  upon  this  occasion  he  has  had  to  go  so  far 
for  his  authority,  and  that  the  authority,  when 
quoted,  should  be  so  weak.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  quotation  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  given  us  was  merely  a  richauffi  of  what  has 
appeared  in  the  Conservative  journals  of  New 
Zealand,  and  in  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man read  honourable  members  will  probably 
recognise  an  echo  of  a  good  many  speeches 
made  in  this  House  in  days  post.  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  the 
speech  which  he  has  just  delivered,  drew  a 
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pathetic  picture  of  the  interest  on  the  advances 
to  settlers  being  pocketed  by  tbe  Treasurer; 
but  does  he  suppose  that  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand  is  going  to  be  so  mad  in  fu- 
ture years  as  to  allow  the  Treasurer  to  pocket 
the  interest  derived  from  the  State  mort- 
gagors, or  that,  as  he  supposed,  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  vr-ill  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed 
for  that  purpose?  Does  he  suppose  that  the 
future  policy  of  tbe  country  will  be  placed  on 
sack  a  footing  as  that  ?  The  whole  criticism 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  connection 
with  the  cheap-money  scheme,  if  it  applies 
at  all,  applies  to  all  money-lending  institu- 
tions ;  and  does  he  mean  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  tbe  monej'-lending  companies  are 
going  to  retire  from  business  altogether  ?  Yet, 
if  his  argument  is  worth  anything  at  all,  it 
applies  to  all  money-lending  institutions  in  the 
colony.  According  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, no  securities  will  be  good,  and  no  com- 
petent valuers  are  to  be  obtained ;  and  surely, 
therefore,  not  only  the  State  but  everybody  else 
should  retire  from  the  money-lending  business. 
Then,  he  drew  another  picture,  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  interest  being  remitted  in  lean 
years  ;  but  I  would  ask  him,  how  is  the  land- 
tax  and  the  general  taxation  of  the  colony 
obtained  from  year  to  year?  Does  it  not 
flow  in  the  ordinary  course  ?  And  so,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  the  interest  on  the  moneys  ob- 
tained nnder  this  scheme  will  flow  into  the 
cofiers  of  the  State.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  also,  in  pathetic  terms,  the  experience 
of  certain  persons  in  regard  to  mortgages  and 
mortgagees ;  and  if  we  accepted  his  picture 
one  would  suppose  a  mortgagee  is  a  tender- 
hearted kind  of  man  who  never  thinks  of 
placing  the  slightest  pressure  on  the  mortgagor, 
but  takes  the  good  with  the  bad — who  accepts 
the  position  and  hands  over  to  the  mortgagor 
the  whole  of  the  interest  and,  I  was  going  to 
say,  the  free  use  of  the  capital.  But  that  is 
not  the  experience  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. The  experience  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  has  been  that  the  mortgagee  is  a  man 
who  will  take  every  farthing  of  interest  that  is 
owing  to  him,  and  who,  when  he  cannot  get  his 
interest,  will  keep  the  mortgagor  in  possession 
until  somebody  else  comes  along  with  money. 
Then  No.  1  goes  out,  and  No.  2  comes  in,  only  to 
wait  his  turn.  That  is  the  position.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  refer  to  the 
Government  being  unable  to  obtain  their  rent 
from  leaseholders,  or  the  persons  holding  State 
land,  and  he  asked  if  tbe  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  be  so  bloodthirsty  as  to  drive  these 
people  from  their  homes.  The  answer  is, 
that  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  place  those 
people  on  such  a  footing  as  will  enable  them  to 
meet  their  interest  when  it  comes  due,  and  to 
become  their  own  masters ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  while  the  Bill  proceeds  in  that  direc- 
tion the  cheap-money  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  command  the  support  of  the 
people,  and  certainly  of  every  member  of  the 
Liberal  party.  In  saying  this,  let  me  be  clear. 
I  do  not  bind  myself  to  tlie  whole  of  the  details 
of  this  Bill.  Before  I  sit  down  I  shall  make  a 
Mr.  a.  W.  Rtuull 


few  suggestions, — not  in  a  hostile  sense,  be- 
cause I  regard  this,  next  to  the  land-legisla- 
tion of  the  Government,  as  the  greatest  efiorb 
they  have  made.  We  have  discussed  the  Land 
for  Settlements  and  other  Bills,  but  I  venture 
to  think  the  session  of  1894,  and  the  whole 
of  this  Parliament,  will  be  known  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand  not  so  much  for  the 
land  -  legislation  as  for  the  policy  of  cheap 
money  inaugurated  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  am  glad,  Sir,  that  in  this  matter 
the  Government  have  shown  they  have  the 
courage  of  their  convictions. .  I  am  glad,  in  the 
policy  they  are  bringing  before  tbe  country, 
tbey  have  taken  a  firm  stand  in  regard  to  land- 
legislation.  I  am  equally  glad  they  are  tackling 
the  value  and  the  price  of  money,  which  must 
be  the  complement  of  land-legislation.  One,  I 
say,  is  the  complement  of  the  other.  What  is 
the  condition  with  regard  to  this  matter  of  the 

Erice  of  money?  Honourable  gentlemen  who 
ave  spoken  on  the  other  side  have  recognised 
the  fact  that  foreign  money-lending  companies 
occupy  the  premier  place  in  connection  with  the 
private  finance  of  the  country.  And  what  does 
that  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  capital  which 
our  settlers  ore  using  reaches  them  through 
the  hands  of  foreign  companies  ;  it  means  that 
these  companies  remit  the  interest  which  our 
settlers  pay  to  their  shareholders  at  Home. 
They  have  built  palatial  buildings  throughout 
New  Zealand:  the  whole  of  the  interest  on 
these  is  paid  from  profit  on  mortgages.  There- 
fore, while  we  have  heard  something  throogh- 
out  this  debate  of  the  iron  heel  of  the  bond- 
holder, I  feel  that  the  iron  heel  is  worn  by 
these  companies;  and  it  is  the  business  of 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  try  to  shield 
themselves  from  the  oppression,  I  may  say, 
which  is  going  on,  and  which  has  been  going  on 
for  many  years  in  this  country.  The  honour- 
able the  leader  of  the  Opposition  twitted  the 
Government  party  with  not  speaking  on  this 
question,  but  his  criticism  on  the  measure  must 
certainly  be  discounted  by  the  fact  that  on  a 
previous  occasion  he  not  only  accepted  the 
principle  of  this  measure  but  proposed  a  loan 
for  the  same  purpose  of  something  like  twenty 
millions.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  alleged  that  capital  was  reluctant ;  yet 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  admitted  that  only  under  the  present 
Government  have  the  New  Zealand  SJ-per- 
cent.  stocks  ever  reached  par.  He  said  the 
first  time  that  happened  was  during  last  year. 
That  is  a  triumphant  vindication  of  tbe  policy 
of  the  Liberal  party  and  of  the  administration 
of  tbe  present  Government.  Now,  Sir,  it  has 
been  alleged  throughout  this  debate  that  there 
is  no  chance  of  our  SJ-per-cent.  stock  bring- 
ing par  value,  and .  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dutbie)  repeated 
this  remark  to-day.  I  should  like  to  draw 
his  attention  to  the  report  in  the  London 
Times  of  the  9th  August,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  our  stocks  stood  at  100}.  In  con- 
nection with  the  price  of  our  stocks  on  the 
London  market,  we  must  consider  the  import- 
ant fact  that  for  a  long  time  oar  debentnrea 
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■lood  higher  than  the  debentures  of  any  of  the 
other  colonies.  But  only  a  certain  amount  was 
open  for  inTestment  in  Australian  stocks,  and  as 
soon  as  New  South  Wales  debentures  made  an 
upward  move  it  was  natural  there  should  be  a 
weakening  of  New  Zealand  stock.  At  the  date 
stated  onr  debentures  stood  ^  above  those  of 
New  Sooth  Wales,  4  per  cent,  above  Queens- 
land, and  so  on  in  connection  with  the  other 
colonies.  Now,  I  could  quite  understand  the 
criticism  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  as  to 
the  improbability  of  the  Oovemment  obtaining 
money  at  par  were  the  Colonial  Treasurer  about 
to  place  tne  whole  million  and  a  half  on  the 
market  at  once.  But  we  have  the  assurance  of 
the  Government  that  only  so  much  money  will 
be  raised  as  is  required,  and  we  may  feel  sure 
that  the  Stock  Agents  at  Home  will  place  the 
money  on  the  market  at  those  times  at  which 
the  market  is  favourable.  And,  supposing  we 
allow  }  or  1  Tpex  cent,  for  raising  the  loan,  if 
oar  stocks  bring  101  or  102 — at  present  they 
•le  at  108 — that  will  not  only  pay  brokerage, 
commission,  and  other  charges,  but  will  leave 
a  handsome  profit  to  go  towards  working  the 
ehetMi-money  scheme.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellmgton  City  attacked  the  cheap -money 
scheme  on  its  general  principles.  He  did  so, 
apparently,  from  the  point  of  view  of  one  con- 
nected with  money-lending  institutions.  The 
remark  he  made  was  this :  that  those  who  had 
had  experience  of  loan  companies  raising  money 
in  Ixmdon — I  have  no  doubt  he  has  had  experi- 
ence in  that  direction,  and  therefore  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that- he  should  regard  this  from 
a  critical,  I  was  going  to  say  from  an  interested, 
point  of  view.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in 
the  conree  of  his  speech,  quoted  a  couplet  of 
Pope's — the  honourable  gentleman  was  going 
bn  back,  namely,  one  hundred  and  sixty  years 
— for  his  authority  on  paper  money.  He  quoted 
these  lines : — 

Blest  paper  credit !  l&Bt  &nd  best  snpply, 
That  lends  corruption  taster  wlags  to  fly. 

It  was  certainly  extraordinary  to  go  so  far 
back  as  a  hundred  and  sixty  or  a  hundred  and 
seventy  years  for  a  quotation  on  the  principle 
of  this  Bill.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  looking  over 
Pope,  and  I  would  refer  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  a  couple  of  lines  which  appear  earlier 
in  the  same  poem.    They  are, — 

What  Katnre  irants,  commodious  gold  bestowB  ; 
Tia  ttios  we  eat  the  bread  another  sows. 

So  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  can  find 
Mie  quotation  from  Pope  against  the  cheap- 
money  scheme  it  is  quite  possible  to  find  one 
representing  the  position  of  the  usurious  money- 
lender whom  the  Government  is  attempting 
to  efface  from  this  colony.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  pointed  to 
the  fact  that  in  the  Bill  there  was  a  clause 
iriiioh  provided  that  for  temporary  advances 
tbe  Government  could  hypothecate  the  moneys 
iliat  would  come  in,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
there  was  no  limit  in  connection  with  the 
interest  payable  on  that  hypothecation.  But 
does  he  think  that  any  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  hypothecate  his  bonds  or  debentures  at 
■B  excessive  price  7 


Mr.  BELL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
men allow  me  to  explain?  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  labouring  under  a  mistake.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  the  reason  the  4  per 
cent,  was  inserted  was  that  he  might  require 
to  borrow  for  short  dates.  I  pointed  out  that  it 
was  not  so.  Power  to  borrow  at  short  dates  is 
given  in  the  later  part  of  the  same  clause. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL.— And  later  on  it  is 
provided  that,  in  case  of  temporary  advances 
being  required,  no  limit  should  be  fixed.  I 
quite  agree  that  that  provision  should  bo  there, 
because,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  not  tit  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  arranging  of  interest  on 
temporary  advances,  and  if  his  judgment  is  not 
such  as  to  be  relied  upon  for  that  purpose, 
then  he  certainly  is  not  fit  to  preside  over  tbe 
finances  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  do  not  object  to  that  clause  at 
all. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL.— During  this  debate 
it  has  been  declared  by  the  Opposition  that 
this  is  a  dangerous  scheme  to  carry  into  effect. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
pictured  tbe  losses  that  were  likely  to  arise  on 
the  mortgages,  and  the  cost  of  working  this 
scheme;  but  tbe  same  criticism  could  bo  ap- 
plied to  any  scheme  at  its  inception,  and  for 
honourable  members  to  insist,  as  honour- 
able members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
have  insisted  time  after  time,  that,  because 
this  scheme  may  be  open  to  criticism,  there- 
fore there  should  be  no  scheme  at  all  is,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  entirely  absurd.  We  must 
give  the  Government  credit,  in  connection  with 
matters  of  this  kind — whatever  Government 
is  in  power — I  do  not  suppose  this  Government 
will  EJways  be  in  power :  there  will  be  a  change- 
some  time — but  whatever  Government  is  in 
power,  we  must  give  them  credit  for  tbe  exer- 
cise of  business  capacity  in  connection  with 
these  matters,  and  any  attempt  to  lay  down 
a  rule  of  thumb  would  be  of  no  avail,  as  no 
Government  could  be  expected  to  work  under 
it.  Then,  it  has  been  declared,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter,  that  the  proposed 
scheme  will  result  in  injuring  the  indus- 
tries of  the  colony.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  said  that  the  Government 
would  drive  out  most  of  the  loan  companies, 
and  get  a  great  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
country  into  the  hands  of  the  State  —  that 
this  money  would  necessarily  be  withdrawn 
from  industrial  enterprises,  and  therefore  that 
the  effect  would  be  to  cripple  colonial  manu- 
factures. Now,  that  is  an  exceedingly  short- 
sighted view  of  the  matter.  At  the  present 
time  the  banks  and  loon  companies  in  the 
colony  borrow  their  money  from  the  people  ia 
the  colony,  and  lend  it  out,  not  to  the  various 
industries  in  the  colony,  but  to  farmers,  at 
7  and  8  per  cent.  In  other  oases  they  shift 
money  out  of  New  Zealand  altogether.  The 
effect  of  this  proposal,  I  take  it,  will  be  very 
good,  so  far  as  the  people  of  New  Zealand  Shre 
concerned,  for,  by  inducing  them  to  place  their 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  for 
investment,  they  will  have  the  control  of  their 
own  money  and  as  much  of  other  people's  as 
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the  latter  choose  to  lend.  The  system  of  bor- 
rowing money  in  the  colony  on  land-bonds  and 
on  debentures  held  at  Home  will  form  a  mag- 
nificent channel  through  which  capital  that 
is  now  lying  unused  will  flow  into  the  indus- 
tries of  the  colony,  and  to  our  farms.  In  other 
words,  capital  that  is  now  being  held  at  high 
rates  of  interest  will  be  released,  trnd  will  again 
seek  investment,  not  only  in  settling  people  on 
the  land,  but  also  in  the  starting  of  manu- 
factures and  industries  in  our  towns.  Now, 
there  is  another  matter  in  connection  with 
the  cheap-money  scheme  that  has  not  been 
pointed  out  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and 
which  brings  out  still  more  the  effect  it  is 
likely  to  have  in  years  to  come.  Under  Mr. 
Ooschen's  conversion  scheme  of  1888,  from  1889 
to  1903  the  interest  on  Imperial  Consols  stands 
at  2|  per  cent.,  but  after  1903  the  interest  will 
fall  to  2J  per  cent.  The  effect  of  that  reduction 
will  undoubtedly  be  that  investors  at  Home 
will  be  constantly  looking  to  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  Qovernment  securities  as  a  means  of 
investing  their  moneys,  and  the  effect  will  be 
not  only  that  our  S^-per-cents  will  rise  above 
par,  to  at  least  103  or  104,  but  the  effect  will 
also  be  to  cause  people  at  Home  to  send  their 
money  out  here  for  investment  through  the 
ordinary  channels.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
is  a  huge  borrowing  scheme  ;  but  how  different 
it  is  from  the  borrowing  schemes  that  have 
been  previously  laid  before  this  House  I  In 
this  case  a  million  loan  is  not  to  be  throvra 
down  on  the  floor  of  the  House  to  be  scrambled 
for,  leading  to  "  log-rolling  "  and,  I  was  going 
to  say,  all  sorts  of  swindles  being  perpetrated 
such  as  one  almost,  at  this  stage  of  the  history 
of  the  colony,  stands  amazed  at.  What  is  the 
position  under  this  Bill?  There  is  a  million 
and  a  half  of  money  to  be  brought  into  New 
Zealand,  and  for  every  sovereign  of  it  there 
will  be  an  asset  in  the  different  securities  held 
by  the  State.  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  an  entirely 
different  system  from  anything  that  has  been 
attempted  before.  It  is  childish  to  dream  of 
evil,  and  it  is  easy  to  talk  of  repudiation,  and 
an  increase  of  taxation.  Cries  like  these  are 
very  easily  raised  ;  but  there  is  no  real  dan- 
ger of  these  things  being  realised  if  only  tlie 
administration  is  honest ;  for  these  reasons  : 
7here  will  be  two  great  checks  in  connection 
with  this  oheap-money  scheme.  The  first 
check  will  be  supplied  by  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  a  fast-growing  democracy;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  the  working  of  this  scheme 
will  be  narrowly  scrutinised  by  people  who 
are  not  going  to  get  money,  and  it  will  be 
also  scrutinised  by  the  representatives  of  the 
money  -  lending  institutions,  who  regard  the 
scheme  with  suspicion  and  distrust.  *  There 
are,  therefore,  these  two  measures  of  protec- 
tion in  connection  with  the  cheap- money 
scheme,  and  I  have  no  donbt  the  effect  will  be 
for  the  good  of  the  colonju  The  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  said  that  the  sting  of 
the  Bill  lay  in  its  last  clause,  "  in  its  tail " — 
those  were  his  words.  Why,  he  said  under  this 
Bill  the  Bankruptcy  Act  did  not  apply  I  But 
there  are  two  ways  of  looking  at  that  Act. 
Itr.  a.  W.  BuiseU 


The  first  way  is  as  it  afiects  the  debtor,  and 
the  second  way  is  as  it  affects  the  creditor. 
In  this  case  the  honourable  member  looked 
at  it  only  as  to  ita  effect  upon  the  debtor,  and 
said  nothing  whatever  as  to  how  it  would  affect 
the  mortgagee.  There  is  another  way  of  look- 
ing at  it.  Under  this  Bill  the  State  is  the 
creditor,  and  as  such  the  State  has  a  right 
to  protection.  Then,  as  to  its  effect  upon  the 
debtor,  his  land  and  his  improvements  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  under  the  Bankruptcy  Act, 
and,  although  he  may  be  made  a  bankrupt,  he 
can  come  back  and  reoccupy  his  land,  because 
it  is  protected  from  the  operation  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act.  These  are  sufficient  answers  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  And 
now,  if  I  take  the  opportunity  of  adding  a  few 
criticisms  regarding  the  general  scope  of  the 
measure,  I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  regarded 
as  of  a  hostile  nature  after  what  I  have  eJready 
said.  In  the  first  place,  I  think,  in  connection 
with  these  leasehold  clauses,  we  should  be  very 
particular  that  we  do  not  allow  the  unearned 
increment  to  enter  as  an  element  into  the 
security.  That  is  one  point  on  which  we  re- 
quire to  be  very  careful.  Now,  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  business  of  the  Public  Tmst 
Office  and  Oovernment  Insurance  Fund  ;  but 
I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Treasurer 
that  in  connection  with  the  loans  under  the 
Oovernment  Insurance  Fund  there  are  several 
safeguards.  The  first  is  that  the  money  is  lent 
on  first  mortgage,  the  second  is  that  only  50  per 
cent,  is  lent  on  the  valuation,  the  third  is  that 
loans  of  £500  have  the  priority,  the  fourth  is 
that  the  Board  must  be  unEmimous  in  lending, 
and  the  fifth  is  that  three  members  of  the 
Board  must  attend  the  meeting  and  vote  with 
regard  to  the  application.  I  now  come  to  the 
matter  of  repayments.  So  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  as 
regards  the  proposal  to  lend  the  money  for 
thirty-six  years  and  a  half ,  the  term  is  too  long. 
The  object  of  every  mortgagee  is  to  strengthen 
his  security,  and  to  do  that  he  usually  makes 
provision  to  call  in  a  portion  of  his  loan  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  that  the  position  may  be  re- 
viewed, and  for  very  good  reasons,  too.  The 
conditions,  for  instance,  change.  Now,  the 
position  of  the  borrowers  under  the  Bill  is  this: 
that  after  the  loan  has  existed  for  twenty-five 
years  the  mortgagor  will  only  have  paid  off 
half  the  loan.  I  do  not  think  that  that  gives 
suf&cient  consideration  to  the  State  as  mort- 
gagee. When  we  consider  the  perishable  nature 
of  securities  in  towns,  or  in  connection  with 
woolsheds  and  fences, — when  we  reflect  how 
these  things  decay  and  pass  away, — we  must  sea 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  protection  oE 
the  State  that  these  mortgages  should  from 
time  to  time  be  reviewed  at  an  earlier  period 
than  thirty-six  and  a  half  years ;  for  we  must 
remember  the  scheme  is  not  to  apply  to  country 
lands  only,  but  also  to  lands  in  cities,  and  to 
improvements,  which  constitute  a  secnrity 
regarding  which  caution  is  necessary,  I  ofiet 
these  suggestions  for  the  amendment  of  ths 
Bill,  and  I  hope  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will 
give  them  his  attention,  and  apply  the  Bill 
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to  trtt  mortgages  on  freeholds,  and  only  to 
iQsfa  improyementa  as  belong  to   the   holder 
oi  the  lease,  or  which  are  to  be  made  with 
the  capital  which  the    State   supplies.      Let 
the  ipplicant  go  bnd  lay  before  tbe  Lending 
Boutt  his  application,  and  declare   what   he 
proposea  to  spend  the  money  on,  and  then, 
$t  he  proceeds   with   his   improvements,    the 
State  may  make  progress  payments — ior  these 
improrements    should    increase    the    security 
of  the  State — so  that  the  money  lent  may  go  to 
tne  employment  o{  labour,  and  be  improving 
file  property.    Then,  I  think  it  would  be  aho 
Roper  that  there  should  be  a  provision  in  the 
Kll  that  the  Board  should  be  unanimous  in 
otmnection  with  the  granting  of  loans.    That 
ii  the  principle  followed  in  connection  with  the 
knns  by  tbe  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, and  I  am  aware  of  at  least  one  instance 
ia  which  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Qovernment, 
aitting  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  vetoed  a 
luge  loan  which  Sir  Julius  Yogel  proposed  to 
the  Board  to  bring  about :   the  vote  of   that 
one  officer  was  sufficient  to  veto  that  proposal. 
I  say  that,  if  tKe  application  for  a  loan  does 
not  commend  itself  to  the  whole  of  the  Lend- 
ing Board,  that  should   be  sufficient  reason 
vij  it  should  not  be  granted.    Then,  the  dura- 
tioin  of  tbe  mortgages  should  be  for  ten  ye'ars, 
sad  at  the  end  of  that  period  they  should  be 
reviewed ;  for  this  reason :  If  the  mortgagor 
oannot  go  upon  the  open  market  and  borrow 
money  on  the  same  terms  as  he   has  got  his 
loui  from  the  Qovernment,  then  it  stands  to 
lesson  that  the  Government  has  got  a  weak 
wcarity.    I  say  that  this  measure  will  either 
make  or  break  the  Liberal  party.    If  it  proves 
to  be  saocessful,  the  Liberal  party  are  enter- 
ing upon  a  lease  of  lite  which  will  extend 
lor  man;  yeacs ;  bat  if  the  effect  of  the  scheme 
Bhoold  be  to  bring  about  failure,  or  in  any 
Knse  depression,  then  the  eSect  will  be  dis- 
Mtious  to  the  LibereJ  party ;  and  it  is  therefore 
oor  boEinesE,  as  members  of  the  party,  to  do 
sll  we  can  to  see  that  the  mortgages  are  fixed 
apon  Eoond  lines.     The  last  suggestion  which 
I  rentoie  to  oSer  is  that,  in  the  first  place, 
the  machinery  of  the  existing  State  lending 
departments   should,  as  far   as  possible,  be 
employed  for  the  valuations.    I  make  this  sug- 
gestion to  the    Colonial   Treasurer,   for    this 
reason:   that  he  has  at   the   present  time   a 
system  of  valuation  in  the  Public  Trust  Office 
and  in  the  Government  Insurance  Department, 
and  I  believe  there  is  also  a  valuation  sys- 
tem in  tbe  Public  Works  Department.    From 
these  three  departments  it  ought  to   be  pos- 
oble  for  him  to  get  correct  and  sound  valua- 
tions in  connection  with  properties.     I  come 
now  to  the  point  of  having  general  Valuers 
throughout  the  colony,  who  will  have  to  travel 
orer  very  large  areas  of  country.    Take,  for 
example,  a  Canterbory  Valuer  living,  say,  in 
Christchurch.     He  will  have  to  travel  as  far 
•onth  as  the  Waitaki,  and  north  as  far  as  Eai- 
koara ;  and  I  say  that  the  cost  of  the  valuations 
and  the  travelling-expenses  of  the  Valuers,  and 
tlieir  fees,  most  m  added  to  the  valuations,  and 
>■*  repaid  by  the  bonowers,  if  the  scheme  ia  to 


be  on  sound  lines.  The  suggestion  I  have  to 
make  in  connection  with  this  matter  is  that  the 
existing  valuation  system  of  the  Government 
should  be  employed,  for  the  purpose  of  rednoing 
the  cost  of  the  valuation.  I  say  this  is  an  im- 
portant matter :  and  I  also  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  well  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
assessing  every  valuation  at  a  minimum  of  at 
least  a  guinea,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
that  a  number  of  persons  who  had  their  proper- 
ties valued,  and  who  thereby  obtained  informa- 
tion as  ti  their  value,  but  who  might  not  get  a 
loan,  would  contribute  to  the  cost  of  the  valua- 
tion, and  thus  lessen  the  general  cost  of  work- 
ing. I  should  like  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that, 
in  adop'ting  this  policy  of  cheap  money  being 
provided  by  the  State,  the  Government  are 
carrying  out  one  of  the  principles  of  a  true 
Liberal  policy,  which  is  that  the  functions  of 
the  State  should  be  exercised  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  That 
is  the  foundation  on  which  our  railway  system 
is  built ;  it  is  the  foundation  on  which  our  land 
system  is  built,  and  on  which  State  savings- 
banks  and  the  State  insurance  scheme  are 
built ;  and  the  Government  have  only  gone  a 
step  further  in  undertaking  the  regulation  of 
the  price  of  money  as  a  State  function.  The 
general  effect  of  their  policy  must  be  to  lower 
the  rates  of  interest,  and  the  lowering  of  the 
rates  of  interest  must  undoubtedly  release 
money  that  ia  now  held  at  the  high  rates,  and 
induce  the  spread  of  settlement,  and  promote 
the  progress  of  the  country.  I  shall  strongly 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  rise  with  a  certain 
amount  of  diffidence,  simply  because.  Sir,  we 
have  had  more  time  than  enough  wasted. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh  I 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  "  No."  I  thought  this  afternoon,  when 
the  debate  was  weakening  somewhat,  that  it 
was  coming  to  an  end.  However,  it  seems  to 
have  got  a  fresh  start  so  soon  as  the  galleries 
got  filled,  so  that  I  think  the  tendency  now  is 
quite  in  the  other  direction.  I  should  have 
been  pleased  if  the  same  course  had  been  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  this  measure  as  was 
adopted  in  connection  vrith  the  Licensing  Bill. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  wateh  the  clock  in  order  that 
they  may  speak  the  full  time  allowed  them  do 
not  crowd  into  the  discussion  suggestions  for 
amendments  which  they  put  upon  tbe  Supple- 
mentary Order  Paper ;  so  that  so  soon  as  we 
get  into  Committee  we  have  the  same  discus- 
sion again.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
last  spoke  is  very  ready  for  that  sort  of  work. 
He  has  given  us  a  number  of  suggestions  which 
we  shall  have  to  go  over  again  in  Committee. 

g  an  Let  us  get  into  Committee,  where  we 
'  can  do  real  work :  in  fact,  if  we  could 
reverse  our  mode  of  doing  business  we  should 
have  a  bettor  chance  of  getting  through  the 
work,  and  that  work  would  be  done  more  in  the 
real  interests  of  the  country.  It  is  of  no  use  to 
spend  any  more  time  arguing  one  against  the 
other,  simply  because  one  man  belongs  to  one 
side  of  the  House  and  one  to  another.    So  far 
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as  concerns  the  measure  my  opinion  of  it  is 
that  the  whole  result  of  this  BUI  depends 
upon  the  administration  :  that  is  the  sequel  we 
have  to  rely  on.  The  Bill  is  here  before  us, 
but  there  is  not  one  of  us  who  can  say  it  is  ab- 
solutely going  to  be  a  success  if  badly  adminis- 
tered, and  there  is  not  one  of  us  who  is  prepared 
to  say  that  it  is  bound  to  fail  if  well  adminis- 
tered. Then,  I  say,  let  us  get  to  Committee, 
and  to  real  work.  Some  honourable  members 
say  £500  is  enough  to  lend  to  any  man,  and 
others  are  against  lending  anything  at  all  on 
leasehold  property.  These  are  all  matters  to  be 
threshed  out  in  Committee,  and  the  shorter  we 
make  debates  on  the  floor  of  the  House  on  snoh 
subjects  the  better ;  consequently  I  am  not  going 
to  say  any  more. 

Mr.  MASLIN.— Sir,  I  regard  this  Bill  as  one 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  consider  the 
time  spent  in  debating  it  will  be  time  well 
spent.  The  honourable  member  for  Biccarton 
said  that  this  Bill  would  either  make  or  mar 
the  Liberal  party,  and  I  fully  indorse  that 
opinion.  Seeing  that  it  is  a  question  of  such 
momentous  interest,  I  think  it  behoves  us  to 
be  careful  how  we  proceed  in  connection  with 
it.  The  question  of  cheap  money  for  the  people 
I  think  we  are  all  in  sympathy  with.  We 
all  know  its  desirableness.  If  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  money  and  lend  it  out  on  a  sound  and 
satisfactory  basis  it  is  desirable  that  the  people 
should  have  money  at  the  lowest  possible  rates. 
I  question,  myself,  however,  very  seriously 
whether  it  is  not  going  beyond  the  functions  of 
the  State  to  convert  this  country  into  a  large 
loan-and-mercantile  institution  for  the  pur- 
pose of  absorbing  all  the  mortgage-business  in 
this  colony.  The  history  of  oar  mortgage  in- 
stitutions has  not  been  of  such  a  glowing  and 
prosperous  character  as  to  warrant  us  in  taking 
this  new  departure  on  the  lines  proposed  by 
this  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for  Ric- 
carton  pictured  in  glowing  terms  the  palatial 
buildings  erected  by  our  monetary  institutions, 
but  he  omitted  to  point  out  the  great  losses 
many  of  those  money-lending  institutions  have 
suffered,  and  the  condition  in  which  they  are 
to-day — practically  insolvent.  They  have  lent 
money  out  on  freehold  property,  and,  if  those 
institutions  have  experienced  losses  in  connec- 
tion with  their  business,  when  they  have  been 
managed  by  men  with  expert  knowledge  of 
this  particular  class  of  business,  what  is  to  be 
expected  of  the  State,  which  will  have  to  trust 
the  management  of  the  business  entirely  to  the 
skill  of  others,  without  expert  supervision  ?  We 
know  that  this  placing  the  management  in  the 
bands  of  others  has  led  many  financial  institu- 
tions to  disaster,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  the  scheme  propounded  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  will  end  in  disaster  to  the  State. 
When  I  referred  to  this  question  in  the  finan- 
cial debate  I  pointed  out  one  thing  that  would 
most  likely  arise,  and  against  which  I  have 
seen  no  provision  made  yet,  and  that  is  the 
possibility  of  there  being  a  large  amount  of 
interest  outstanding  in  connection  with  the 
money  that  we  lend.  Any  one  who  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  mortgages  knows  very 
Hr.  Crowther 


well  that,  if  you  have  a  large  amount  of  money 
lent  out,  there  will  be  always  an  amount  of 
interest  outstanding  that  cannot  be  collected 
on  the  due  date,  however  stringent  the  con- 
ditions may  be.  There  will  be  many  a  one  ivho 
will  be  unable  to  meet  interest  on  the  dtie 
date,  when  an  extension  of  time  will  have  to 
be  given.  In  connection  with  the  debate  tlukt 
took  place  on  the  Land-tax  Bill  of  this  session 
it  was  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
urgency  that  the  Bill  should  be  passed  on  that 
occasion  under  which  the  collection  of  the  land- 
tax  was  brought  forward  some  four  months.  If 
the  finances  of  the  colony  are  in  that  condition 
that  we  had  to  collect  that  tax  four  months 
earlier  than  usual  to  meet  engagements,  what 
will  happen  when  we  get  a  bavd  season,  and  we 
have  in  addition  a  large  amount  of  interest  nn- 
paid  in  connection  with  our  loans  to  settlers  ? 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  find  ourselves  short  of 
money  to  pay  interest  in  London  ;  and  we  have 
made  no  provision  to  meet  such  an  emergency. 
I  consider  the  scheme  as  brought  down  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  too  large  altogether.  In 
the  speech  in  which  he  introduced  the  Bill  he 
pointed  out  that  there  would  be  a  necessity  for 
employing  seven  gentlemen  of  the  legal  fra- 
ternity, at  salaries  of  a  thousand  a  year.  Well, 
seeing  that  the  Bill  provides  for  money  to  be 
lent  on  freehold  lands  under  the  Land  Transfer 
Act,  and  on  leaseholds  granted  by  the  Crown 
only,  why  should  we  require  any  legal  skill  in 
order  to  examine  titles  of  this  character  ?  Any 
one  who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  lands 
under  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  such  as  the  Dis- 
trict Land  Registrar,  would  be  able  to  conduct 
the  business,  without  employing  a  whole  array 
of  solioitors,  spending  thousands  of  pounds  in 
this  way.  Then,  there  are  to  be  ten  Valuers 
appointed,  at  £600  a  year  each.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  referred  to  these  aa 
being  most  likely  city  men,  and  I  think  it  is 
most  likely  they  will  be  city  men.  We  know 
very  well  that  these  city  men  have  peculiar 
ideas  of  properties  they  have  to  value.  They 
look  at  everything  from  a  city  point  of  view, 
and  the  result  of  that  must  be  disastrous  to 
any  lending  institution.  If  the  valuations  are 
made  by  this  class  of  men,  without  local  know- 
ledge of  the  district  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
lend,  the  values  will  most  certainly  be  made 
on  too  high  a  scale.  Sir,  if  this  measure  is  to 
achieve  what  those  who  are  most  sanguine  as 
to  its  results  hope  it  will  achieve,  it  must 
lead  to  an  inflation  of  the  values  of  land.  If 
we  get  cheap  money,  the  values  of  land  must 
go  up.  I  feel  certain  that,  if  this  scheme  is 
launched  upon  the  colony  as  brought  down  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  there  will  be  a  land- 
boom  in  connection  with  values,  and  the  result 
will  be  that  we  shall  be  lending  money  on  boom 
values ;  and  by-and-by  there  will  bo  a  reac- 
tion, and  we  shall  find  ourselves  in  the  position 
of  the  Olobo  Assets  and  other  companies, 
and  we  shall  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  out 
of  it.  The  scheme  is  altogether  too  large  for 
the  country  to  undertake.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity to  go  out  of  the  way  to  assist  men  who 
are  in  the  position  of  being  able  to  borrow,  say. 
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£S,000;  they  would  get  very  little  advtmtage 
imder  this   Bill,  because  if  they  had  got  the 
■ecarity    to  give  to  borrow  sach   sums   they 
would  have  no  dlfiScnlty  in  obtaining  money  at 
H  per  cent.,  or  perhaps  6  per  cent.    I  do  not 
■ee  that  the  State  should  go  out  of  its  way  to 
help  men  who  can  obtain  money  at  these  low 
xaAee   of   interest.      We  should  first  help  the 
Crown  tenants,  who  require  assistance,  because 
tiiey  cannot  borrow  on  their  leaseholds.     Men 
win   not   lend  money   on   those  soouribies,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  they  are  so  hampered 
fay  the  conditions  under  the  Land  Act  that 
they  cannot  dispose  of  those  securities.      If 
the  Government  could  bring  down  a  scheme  to 
assist  these  small  holders — men  who  have  at 
present  to  pay  a  high  rate  of  interest — men 
owning,     say,    a    hundred    acres    of    freehold 
poperty,  who  require  from  £200  to  £300;  or 
men  who  hold  leases  from  the  Crown— I  should 
be  in  favour  of  it.     I  think  the  Qovemment 
shoold  have    come  down   with  some   well-de- 
fined proposal  to  lend  money  to  these  classes 
of  settlers.    If  they  had,  I  am  sure  it  would 
have  been  more  acceptable  to  the  House  and 
tho  country  than  the  launching-out  into  this 
wholesale    scheme  of  money-lending,    which, 
sooner  or  later,  may  prove  disastrous  to    the 
country.     There  are,  of  course,  advantages  to 
be  gained  in  connection  with  it ;  but  still,  there 
are  disadvantages,  and  what  we  gain  on  the 
one  hand  we  lose  on  the  other.    It  is  not  all 
glitter,    as    some    honourable    members   who 
advocate  it  would  like  us  to  believe.    Then, 
I  should  like  to  see  the  money  to  be  used  for 
this  purpose  limited  to  the  funds  that  can  be 
obtained  in  the  country.    We  have  a  Bill  on 
the    Order   Paper   now,    called   the    Colonial 
Consols  Bill.    I  would  suggest  that  the  money 
laised  thereunder  should  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lending  it  to  settlers  on  the  security  of 
their  freeholds,  and  that  we  should  not  go  to 
the  Home  market  to  borrow  money  for  these 
porposes  at  all,  until  we  have  had  larger  expe- 
rience of  this  particular  class  of  business.     By 
this  means  we  shall  avoid  disaster,  which  must 
certainly  follow  if  the  proposals  embodied  in 
One  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech  are  given  effect 
to.      There  is  another  remark  I  would  refer 
to    of    the    Colonial    Treasurer's  -—  that  is,   a 
ptoposal  to  lend  on  a  tenant's  interest  in  the 
land.     I  do  not  know  what  that  refers  to,  but 
I  understand  it  to  mean  that  the  tenant  may 
mortgage  the  goodwill  of  a  lease.     Now,  we 
know  that,  when  our  lands  are  put  up  for  bal- 
lot, there  are  a  number  of  applicants  for  them, 
and  any  one  who  is  successful  in  getting  one  of 
these  leases  can  almost  at  once  dispose  of  the 
interest  in  his  lease  for  some  considerable  sum 
in  advance,  according  to  the  size  or  nature  of 
the  land   he  has  obtained.    I  do  not  think 
we    should    lend   on   that   sort    of  security. 
The  security  we  should  lend  on  in  connection 
with  leaseholds  should  be  permanent  improve- 
ments made  by  a  tenant,  and  not  merely  on 
the  interest  a  tenamt  may  acquire  apart  from 
any  expenditure  he  may  have  made ;  otherwise 
we  shall  really  be  only  lendUig  on  our  own  se- 
curity ;  we  sbaU  not  be  lending  on  the  security 


of  the  borrower  at  all ;  and  if  we  do  that  I 
am  sure  it  will  give  great  dissatisfaction  to 
the  country,  and  will  help  to  bring  about  the 
overthrow  of  the  whole  scheme.  While  I 
should  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
on  the  principle  that  it  is  desirable  to  provide 
cheap  money  for  farmers,  in  Commi  ttee  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  make  some  amendments,  or 
support  amendments,  in  the  direction  of  limit- 
ing the  amount  to  be  borrowed  to  very  small 
gums  indeed,  so  that  it  shall  help  the  struggling 
settler,  and  not  the  prosperous  landowner  as 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  I  hope  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  House  will  proceed  with 
considerable  caution  in  this  matter,  because  it 
is  a  departure  which  may  result  in  ruin  to  the 
Government  and  in  considerable  loss  to  the 
whole  country. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  After  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Crowther)  I  suppose  we  may  presume  the  de- 
bate is  pretty  well  ended.  I  gather  from  what 
he  said  that  he  has  heard  nothing  to  cause 
him  to  vote  for  the  Bill.  If  that  is  so,  it  is 
satisfactory,  and  if  a  few  more  honourable 
members  could  be  induced  to  vote  in  the  same 
way  it  would  be  still  more  satisfactory.  So 
far  as  I  can  gather,  the  only  two  speeches  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  have  been  the  speech  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  that  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biccarton.  It  is  curious  that 
this  large  policy  measure  of  the  Government 
has  received  so  little  support  from  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  I  think,  after  all  the  criticism 
which  has  been  made  on  the  measure,  that  at 
least  we  should  have  heard  a  further  defence 
of  the  Bill  from  the  Government  benches, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  yet.  Honourable  mem- 
bers have  adduced  some  very  serious  argu- 
ments against  this  Bill,  against  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  and  against  the  details,  and  it  is 
more  or  less  a  matter  of  detail.  I  think  these 
arguments  ought  to  be  answered  from  the  Go- 
vernment benches,  or  by  some  one  who  has  been 
prompted  by  the  Government,  or  who  knows 
the  Government  feeling  on  the  matter.  There 
are  two  arguments  against  this  Bill  which 
have  not  yet  been  brought  forward.  They 
are  not  Conservative  arguments,  for  they 
have  been  used  by  the  so-called  Liberal  side 
of  the  House.  'The  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  the  honour  to  lead  that  party  some 
three  or  four  years  ago,  in  speaking  on  the 
Land-  and  Income-tax  Bill,  said  that  one  of 
his  objects  in  life  was  to  do  away  with  com- 
petition in  everything  except  competition  in 
money.  He  wanted  competition  in  money, 
he  wanted  as  many  money-lenders  as  pos- 
sible to  come  here  and  lend  their  money ; 
and  his  reason  for  saying  so  was  this :  He 
said  if  we  could  induce  a  number  of  people  to 
come  here  and  lend  money  it  would  mean  com- 
petition in  the  money-market,  and  the  rates  of 
mterest  would  decrease.  That  is  what  has 
happened  in  the  past.  From  10  to  12  per  cent, 
money  has  gone  down  on  reasonable  securities 
to  something  like  6  per  cent. ;  and  no  doubt 
money  would  have  continued  to  go  down  had 
it  not  been  for  the  sudden  check  which  this 
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tendency  received  from  the  policy  brought  for- 
ward by  those  who  are  u^on  the  Government 
benches.  It  not  only  received  a  check,  but  it 
retrograded.  Money  went  up,  and  the  interest 
charges  increased  by  }  to  1  per  cent.  That  is 
a  fact  which  is  well  known  to  those  who  have 
had  anything  to  do  with  mortgages  at  all. 
What  is  the  reason  for  that  I  leave  honourable 
members  to  ascertain  for  themselves.  My  ex- 
planation is  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
policy  brought  forward  by  the  present  Ministry. 
I  may  point  out,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
80-caIled  Liberal  argument,  that  to  a  very 
large  extent  this  Bill  is  going  to  do  away  with 
money  competition,  and  in  that  respect  it  will 
do  a  serious  harm  to  the  very  people  whom  the 
Bill  is  intended  to  benefit.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  it  seems  to  me,  as  to  that.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  introducing  this  measure,  said 
the  other  evening  that  the  main  opposition  to 
this  Bill  would  come  from  the  money-lending 
institutions.  Assuredly  it  is  also  true  that 
there  are  many  money-lending  institutions 
which  possess  securities  now  of  so  doubtful 
a  character  that  they  will  look  upon  this 
measure  as  a  means  of  relieving  themselves 
of  those  doubtful  securities.  That,  I  think,  is 
a  very  forcible  argument  against  this  Bill. 
Very  many  money-lending  institutions  have 
bad  securities,  and  by  means  of  this  Bill  they 
may — I  do  not  say  they  will,  but  I  think  there 
is  a  possibility  of  their  being  able  to — get  out 
of  their  bad  investments.  Then,  there  is  an- 
other argument  which  has  also  come  from  the 
Liberal  side  of  the  House,  and  that  is,  that  all 
mortgages  are  bad,  and  that  anything  that 
will  induce  mortgages  to  be  taken  up  will  be  a 
bad  thing  for  the  country.  If  ever  there  was 
anything  brought  before  this  House  which  will 
induce  men  to  take  up  mortgages  it  is  as- 
suredly this  measure.  One  of  the  objects  of 
this  Bill  is  to  offer  exceptionally  easy  terms  to 
men  to  take  up  mortgages.  If  that  be  so,  it  is 
surely  an  inducement  to  men  to  take  up  mort- 
gages. Very  well :  if  the  argument  which  has 
been  adduced  from  that  side  of  the  House  is 
correct,  that  it  is  a  bod  thing  that  land  should 
be  mortgaged,  then  it  must  be  a  bad  thing  that 
any  policy  should  be  brought  forward  which 
induces  men  to  take  up  mortgages,  and  there- 
fore this  is  a  bad  measure.  But,  although  it  is 
quite  true  this  Bill  really  offers  an  inducement 
to  men  to  take  up  mortgages,  unfortunately 
it  does  not,  on  the  other  hand,  induce  men 
to  pay  them  off.  It  is  quite  true  that  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  a  man  pays  off  1 
per  cent,  in  yearly  instalments,  and  it  is  quite 
true  that  he  may  pay  off  £6  or  any  multiple 
of  £5 ;  but  the  thing  is  this :  If  a  man  pays 
off  £5,  instead  of  receiving  5  per  cent.,  which 
he  is  paying  for  his  loan,  the  Treasurer  only 
offers  him  4  per  cent,  for  his  money.  There 
is  no  inducement  to  a  man  to  pay  off  his 
mortgage  in  instalments  of  £5,  or  any  mul- 
tiple of  £5,  if  he  is  only  going  to  receive  from 
the  colony  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent, 
when  he  himself  has  to  pay  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  and 
the  additional  1  per  cent,  to  pay  ofi  his  loan. 
Mr.  AlUn 


I  should  really  like  to  know  for  whom  this  Bill 
is  intended.  The  speech  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer on  the  second  reading  was,  to  my  mind, 
entirely  misleading.  Is  this  Bill,  for  instanoe, 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  settle- 
ment upon  land  ?  That  was  his  argument  the 
other  evening.  Well,  if  that  be  so,  then  it  is 
intended  to  advance  to  the  settler  money  before 
he  has  msbde  his  improvements.  Is  that  the 
intention  of  the  Bill,  or  is  it  not  ?  I  think  that 
ought  to  be  made  absolutely  plain  before  wa 
go  very  much  further  with  the  Bill,  because 
a  great  deal  depends  upon  it.  It  is  a  much 
more  safe  thing  to  advance  money  to  a  man 
who  has  made  his  improvements  than  to 
advance  money  to  a  man  who  has  taken  up 
land  in  its  natural  or  virgin  state,  and  who 
has  made  no  improvements  upon  it.  That 
point  ought  to  be  made  quite  clear  to  us.  If 
this  measure  is  to  induce  settlement,  if  it  ia 
to  induce  the  taking-up  of  Crown  lands,  if  it 
is  to  provide  for  advancing  money  to  a  man 
who  has  not  made  improvements  —  that,  I 
think,  would  be  an  exceedingly  dangerous  pro- 
position to  bring  forward.  It  would  require  to 
be  hedged  round  with  many  more  safeguards 
than  are  introduced  in  this  Bill.  If  it  is  not  so 
intended — and  I  do  not  think  it  is  intended  in 
reality  for  the  advancement  of  suoh  men  as  I 
have  been  speaking  of — is  it  intended  to  relieve 
those  who  are  now  paying  high  rates  of  inter- 
est? That  has  also  been  brought  forward  and 
adduced  by  the  Treasurer  aa  an  argument  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  There  are,  says  he,  many 
settlers  in  this  country  who  are  paying  large 
rates  of  interest  for  the  money  which  has  beeix 
advanced  to  them.  Is  this  Bill  intended  to  re- 
lieve those  men?  That  point  ought  also  to  be 
mtide  clesbr,  because,  if  so,  it  is  going  to  do  this : 
It  is  going  to  relieve  men  who  now  are  in  the 
hands  of  certain  money-lenders — money-lenders 
who  would  be  extremely  glad  to  get  rid  of  them 
if  they  could.  What  really  is  the  meaning  of 
a  high  rate  of  interest  ?  It  really  means  this : 
that  the  security  itself  is  a  questionable  one. 
If  the  Gk)vemment  are  going  to  relieve  those 
who  are  paying  high  rates  of  interest,  all  I 
can  say  is,  they  will  have  to  take  questionable 
securities ;  and  if  they  are  not  going  to  do  that, 
then,  I  ask,  what  really  is  the  reason  for  this 
Bill  ?  If  a  man  now  has  good  security  he  can. 
at  the  present  time  get  money  at  reasonable 
rates  of  interest.  A  man  who  has  first-class 
security  can  borrow  at  6  per  cent.  I  know  many 
instances  where  men  who  have  undoubted 
security  have  got  money  from  loan  companies 
or  private  individuals  at  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— How  long  ago  was  that? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  know  it  was  so  till  four 
years  ago,  bnt,  unfortunately,  since  then  they 
have  had  to  pay  6}  per  cent.  The  reason  for 
that  I  leave  the  honourable  gentleman  to  judge 
for  himself.  This  Bill  is  going  to  be  of  no 
service  whatever  to  the  intending  settler  so  far 
I  can  read  it,  and  it  is  going  to  be  of  no  service 
to  the  man  who  is  now  paying  high  rates  of 
interest,  because  his  security  ia  a  questionable 
one.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  told  us  that 
he  has  hedged  this  Bill  round  with  all  sorts  of 
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af^naids.  Safeguards  mean  nothing  i{  they 
do  not  mean  this :  that  the  securities  upon 
which  you  are  goiog  to  lend  the  money  shall 
ba  undoubted  ones,  and  that  the  margin  of 
the  securities  shall  be  ample  to  protect  the 
eolcmy  from  any  loss.  There  is  another  argu- 
ment, it  seems  to  me,  against  this  Bill.  No 
provision  \*hatever  is  made  for  the  allocation 
of  the  money.  It  has  been  the  customary 
practice  for  us,  lately  at  any  rate,  to  ear-mark 
nans.  I  think  every  honourable  member,  if 
Ite  really  is  in  earnest  about  the  wanta  of  his 
own  constituents,  ought'  to  see  that  this  loan  is 
ear- marked.  We  all  want  our  share  of  this 
plunder.  I  want  some  for  my  constituency; 
and  does  not  every  member  of  the  House  want 
the  same  for  his  too  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— "No,"  says  an  honourable 
member.  Let  him  go  back  to  his  constituents 
and  say  so.    I  want  my  share  of  it,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  WARD.— Will  you  support  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  will  not  say  that ;  but,  if 
th«re  is  to  be  plunder,  let  me  get  my  share  of  it. 

yii.  WAKD. — You  cannot  get  your  share. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — If  you  refuse  me  my  share  if 
I  Tote  against  this  BiU  it  will,  be  unfortunate 
for  me,  and  perhaps  for  my  constituents  ;  but 
if  this  Bill  passes,  surely  he  will  permit  me  also 
to  have  my  little  share  of  the  plunder.  I  think 
thase  moneys  ought  to  be  ear-marked.  Let  us 
all  have  oar  little  share  of  it.  Let  the  North 
Island  have  half,  and  let  the  South  Island  have 
half.  Let  the  North  Island  be  divided  into 
provincial  districts,  or  constituencies,  and  so 
with  the  South  Island.  If  this  Bill  comes  into 
operation,  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  it  in  future 
years?  Does  anyone  for  a  moment  imagine 
tiiat  this  Bill  is  to  be  restricted  even  to  the  very 
wide  limits  which  it  now  covers?  What  do 
we  read  ?  Only  a  day  or  two  ago,  in  one  of  the 
newspapers,  in  a  report  of  a  Labour  Council 
meeting,  some  one  said  this  was  a  Conservative 
measure,  and  would  have  to  be  widened  and 
made  a  more  Liberal  measure.  This  Con- 
aerrative  measure,  coming  from  those  benches 
oppoaite,  the  so-called  Conservative  side  will 
bave  to  make  more  Liberal.  If  the  settler 
is  entitled  to  this  money  at  cheap  rates  of 
interest,  surely  to  Goodness  there  are  hundreds 
of  others  who  are  as  justly  entitled  to  ask 
the  colony  to  treat  them  upon  equal  grounds. 
g  Q  Very  well,  then,  I  ask,  with  the  BiU 
'  *  as  it  is  now,  taking  the  limit  for 
oonntiy  settlers,  what  will  the  limit  of  it  be 
in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  years'  time? 
There  is  no  knowing  to  what  length  this  may 
in  future  reach ;  it  may  lead  to  such  ends 
ttiat  it  may  ultimately  lead  to  our  wreck  alto- 
gether. If  we  are  to  borrow  at  the  rate  of  a 
million  and  a  half  on  the  London  market,  if 
we  are  to  borrow  £15,000,000  in  ten  years  for 
the  sake  of  the  settlers  only,  how  much  will 
the  total  be  if  it  is  to  include  all  those  persons 
who  are  as  justly  entitled  to  advances  as  the 
settlers  ?  How  much  is  it  going  to  roach  in 
ten  or  twenty  years'  time?  The  railways  will 
be  nothing  to  it ;  the  present  public  debt  of  the 
oolony  will  be  nothing  to  it.    There  is,  how- 
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ever,  one  saving  feature,  at  any  rate.  Even 
though  we  may,  perhaps,  wish  to  borrow  at  the 
rate  of  a  million  and  a  half  for  settlers,  and 
another  million  and  a  half  a  year  for  other  in- 
dividuals in  some  industries  iu  the  country, 
we  have  another  party  whose  consent  will  be 
required  to  that  arrangement,  and  that  is  the 
London  money-market.  Sir,  I  question  very 
much  whether  this  scheme  will  find  accept- 
ance— especially  if  it  is  to  be  made  so  large  as 
I  have  hinted  it  may  be,  to  include  not  only 
the  settler,  but  others — I  question  very  much 
if  this  scheme  will  find  acceptance  with  those 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  hitherto  of  lend- 
ing us  money.  Then,  supposing  what  I  have 
hinted  at  does  not  take  place — supposing  the 
lending  is  limited  in  future  to  settlers  only — 
what  would  be  the  result  of  that  course  in 
about  a  dozen  years?  In  the  ordinary  course 
of  events,  interest,  as  I  say,  has  been  coming 
down  more  or  less  rapidly  every  five  or  ton 
years.  Well,  it  is  fair  argument  to  conclude 
that  in  the  course  of  another  ten  or  twelve 
years  the  ordinary  interest  charged  by  lending 
companies  here  would  also  come  down  to  6 
or,  probably,  5J  per  cent.,  or  oven  5  per  cent. 
What  really  is  a  settler  taking  up  money  under 
this  scheme  going  to  pay  ?  It  is  true  he  is 
only  paying  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  loan, 
but  he  has  to  pay  another  1  per  cent. ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  ho  will  be  paying  6  percent,  per 
annum ;  and,  although  1  por  cent,  is  really  iu 
liquidation  of  the  capital  debt,  the  charge  is 
upon  him  at  the  present  time,  and  the  charge 
upon  him  at  the  presient  time  is  that  which  has 
been  said  to  be  the  hardship,  and  the  settler, 
have  no  doubt,  would  prefer  in  many  instances 
to  pay  the  5  per  cent,  interest  and  to  leave  the 
debt  to  be  looked  after  at  some  future  day. 
Very  well,  then,  he  is  paying  6  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  capital,  and,  as  I  say,  possibly  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  ordinary  interest  may 
decrease  to  such  an  amount  that  it  can  safely 
and  satisfactorily  compete  with  the  Govern- 
ment under  this  scheme.  What  would  be  the 
condition  of  things  then  ?  It  is  true  that 
under  this  Bill  provision  is  made  for  a  man 
paying  oS  his  loans;  but  I  think  what  will  take 
place  is  this :  that  the  borrower  will  not  be  so 
anxious  to  pay  off  his  loan  as  to  start  an  agita- 
tion to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  4^  per 
cent.,  or  even  4  per  cent.,  with  1  per  cent,  for 
paying  ofi  the  capital.  Now,  who  is  going  to 
resist  that  agitation  if  it  is  taken  up  by  the 
people  ?  Will  anybody  upon  the  Government 
benches,  or  anybody  in  this  House  ?  If  the 
scheme  succeeds  and  becomes  widespread,  will 
anybody  resist  that  agitation  for  a  reduction  in 
the  rate  of  interest  ?    I  do  not  think  so. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  not  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN.— "Why  not"?  Because  our 
experience  has  told  us  that  the  Government 
benches  never  can  resist  agitation  of  that  kind. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  it  as  well  as 
I  do.  Well,  if  that  takes  place,  where  is  your 
margin  of  profit  ?  It  is  true  that  under  the 
Bill  provision  is  made  for  the  conversion  of 
loans  :  that  may  be  easy  at  the  time  or  it  may 
not  be,  but,  assuming  that  no  further  conver- 
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aiona  take  place,  then ,  I  say,  the  margin  of  profit 
is  BO  small  that  it  will  probably  result  in  a 
serious  loss  to  the  colony.  Even  under  the 
present  conditions,  without  a  redaction  in  the 
rate  of  intereej;,  I  Eay  the  margin  is  so  small 
that  during  the  iirst  years,  at  all  events,  it  will 
probably  result  in  a  serious  loss  to  the  colony. 
Then,  Sir,  I  did  incidont^y  refer  to  the  pos- 
sible effect  of  huge  borrowing  schemes  on  the 
Home  market,  and,  as  that  has  been  referred  to 
by  others,  I  shall  say  no  more  about  it  now. 
Nor  need  I  stay  for  any  length  of  time  to  say 
anything  about  the  cost  of  getting  the  money. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  assumes  that  because 
the  Consols  at  8^  per  cent,  stand  at  103  the 
Agents  can  raise  this  at  par.  Sir,  our  Consols 
stood  at  103  not  so  long  ago  at  the  time  we 
were  actually  making  conversions  ;  but  did  we 
convert  our  3^  -  per  -  cents  then  at  par  ?  No  ; 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well 
that  we  got  only  95  or  96 ;  and  it  is  quite 
patent,  in  looking  through  the  clauses  of  his 
BUI,  that  the  Colonial  Tresksurer  does  not  ex- 
pect to  raise  the  loans  at  3}  per  cent,  at  par, 
for  he  has  provided  in  the  Bill  that  he  may 
pay  4  per  cent.  Very  well ;  it  has  been  pointed 
out  that  if  he  pays  4  per  cent.,  the  margin 
left,  out  of  which  he  must  pay  expenses  and  to 
Assurance  Fund,  is  only  1  per  cent.,  or  some- 
thing like  £15,000.  He  has  calculated  his  ex- 
fenses,  and  I  say  his  calculation  is  altogether 
elow  the  mark.  I  do  not  say  it  is  below  the 
mark  as  regards  the  salaries  he  will' pay  the 
Valuers  or  the  legal  oihcers,  but  it  is  below 
the  mark  because  he  has  omitted  the  various 
other  charges  which  have  been  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  and  which  will  have  to  be  included  in 
the  management  Act.  If  we  are  to  lend  money 
on  lea>sehold  securities  it  is  quite  plain  and 
patent  to  the  House  that  there  mnst  from  time 
to  time  be  inspection  of  all  these  securities. 
How  in  the  world  otherwise  shall  we  know 
respecting  these  leasehold  securities  that  the 
improvements  upon  them  are  kept  in  repair 
unless  we  have  from  time  to  time  inspectors 
going  round  to  see  that  that  is  done  ?  Unless 
this  is  done,  assuredly  many  of  the  securities 
will  become  worth  almost  nothing.  Buildings, 
fences,  and  all  other  kinds  of  improvements 
will  have  from  time  to  time  to  be  inspected, 
and  that  will  cost  money.  Sir,  there  is  no  pro- 
vision, so  far  as  I  can  see  from  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member,  for  expenses  of  that 
kind.  Nor  do  I  know  that  he  has  calculated 
for  the  loss  of  the  mortgage-tax.  It  has  been 
referred  to  before,  and  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it, 
except  to  say  this :  If  the  scheme  becomes 
widespread,  so  as  to  replace  a  lot  of  the  money 
advanced  by  private  loan  companies,  it  will  in 
the  course  of  time  mean  a  veiy  serious  loss  to 
the  colony — £6,250  for  eveiy  million  and  a  half. 
What  will  that  amount  to  in  the  course  of 
twenty  years?  Or,  supposing  that  the  whole 
of  the  private  mortgages  that  there  are  now  ore 
replaced  imder  the  Government  scheme,  what 
it  really  will  mean  is  that  the  colony  will 
lose  on  account  of  the  mortgage-tax  £125,000  a 
year.  That  is  a  serious  consideration.  If  the 
Mr.  Mien 


advances  under  a  scheme  of  this  kind  repbhce 
private  mortgages  by  loans  from  the  Oovem- 
ment we  shall  lose  by  it  to  the  extent  of   the 
mortgage-tax.    Nor  need  I  refer  at  any  lengtb 
to  the  machinery  of  the  Bill,  which  proposes, 
with  regard  to  freeholds,  that  money  shall  be 
advanced  up  to  two-thirds  of  the  value.    Tba4 
has  been  snmciently  criticized  by  the  honour- 
able member  for    Akaroa,  and  various  other 
members  even  on  the  Oovemment  side  of  tha 
House,  and  that  should  be  sufficient  to  indoee 
the  Government  to  recognise  that  it  is  not  a 
safe  thing  to  advance  money  up  to  two-thirds 
of  the  value.    That  that  has  been  admitted  in 
the  past  is  quite  evident  from  the   fact  that 
other  Government    lending  institutions  have 
never    advanced   beyond  SO  per  cent,   of  the 
value,  and  even  then  they  have  managed  to 
make  losses,  and  in  one  case  a  somewhat  serious 
loss.    And  if  it  be  true  that  under  a  50-per-cent. 
valuation  more  or  less  serious  losses  have  been 
made  to  the  colony,  what  will  take  place  when 
we  lend  up  to  a  two-thirds  valuation  ?    Then, 
it  is  proposed  to  advance  to  the  leaseholder 
upon  the  security  of  his  improvements  ox  of 
the  value  of  his  lease  on  a  50-per-cent.  value. 
Well,  I  do  not  know  how  that  may  work  out  in 
practice,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  an  exceedingly 
dangerous  thing  to  advance  money  upon  lease- 
hold  security   unless    there  are  further  safe- 
guards placed  in  the  measure  than  there  are  at 
present.     What  are  these  improvements,  after 
all  ?  Are  they  things  that  exist  for  ever  withoat 
deterioration  ?      These  improvements  will   be 
gradually  decreasing  in  value.     Of  course  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  may  say  that  at  the  same 
time  his  advances  are  decreasing.    Well,  it  is 
a  question  of  degree  which  are  going  to  decline 
in  value  most  rapidly.    Are  the  improvements 
likely  to  come  to  nil  quicker  than  the  amount 
owing  by  the  leasehold  tenant  comes  to  nil? 
I  think  'the  proposal  to  advance  upon  lease- 
hold securities,  although  it  may  probably  be  a 
beneficial  thing  to  do  if  it  can  be  done  with 
safety,  is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  proposal, 
and  one  which  requires  very  many  safeguards 
to  be  placed  in  the  Bill.    Now,  I  wish  to  say 
a  word,  before  I  sit  down,  with  regard  to  the 
effect  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  this 
Bill.     It  is   full  of  Consolidated    Fund   and 
of  Public  Works  Fund  from  beginning  to  end. 
Clause  84  starts  with  Consolidated  Fund,  the 
bonds  under  this  clause  being  charged  to  Con- 
solidated Fund.     The  Treasurer  will  say,  no 
doubt,  that  there  is  no  other  way  in  which  to 
charge  them.     Any  deficiency  in  management 
is  to  be  met  from  the   Consolidated   Fond. 
In  clause  62,  the  2nd  subsection  of  the  clause, 
the   capital    of  the   Debenture  Fund    repay- 
ment is  placed— where  ?    In  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  it  is  true,  but  at  the  oaU  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.      Well,  Sir,  we  have 
had  experience  of  what  that  means  with  other 
Government  lending  institutions.    This  is  only 
another  means  of  supplementing  the  PuUio 
Works  Fund,  and  of  possibly  supplementing 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  a  more  indirect 
manner  than  has  been  hitherto  done. 
Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so. 
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Mr.  ALLEN. — Well,  the  honoarable  gentle- 
maa  may  say  he  does  not  supplement  the  Fund 
now  liom  the  Public  Trust  and  Life  Insurance 
Departmenta. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  How  could  you  get  it  back 
from  the  Public  Trustee  unless  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  the  right  to  take  it  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Make  provision  for  the  Public 
Trustee  paring  it  direct.  Why  get  it  back  ? 
Why  not  make  provision  for  paying  it  direct, 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Consolidated 
Fund  ?  There  is  no  provision  here  that  the 
Colouial  Treasurer  shall  pay  off  his  bonds  or 
debentures  as  soon  as  he  gets  it  back.  He  is  to 
pay  it  some  time,  but  he  does  not  say  when, 
and  he  mav  use  the  money  for  thirty-six  years 
and  a  h3.\{  before  he  pays  of!  some  of  the  laud- 
bonds.  That  seems  to  me  one  of  the  reasons 
why  this  Bill  lias  been  introduced.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  land-bonds,  clause  C3  provides 
that  the  half-yearly  payments  are  to  bo  made 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  to  be  applied  in  re- 
deemirig  the  bonds :  that  is  true,  but  when  is 
he  to  redeem  them?  The  bonds  are  in  exist- 
ence for  thirty-six  years  and  a  half,  and  as 
long  OS  such  are  in  existence  ho  may  call 
them  in.  But  who  thinks  that  he  is  going  to 
call  them  in  ?  li  he  wants  the  money  he  will 
stick  to  them  as  long  as  he  can,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  time  he  will  probably  say,  "These 
have  gone  into  the  Public  Works  Fund ;  we 
mu^t  rai.-e  another  loan  to  meet  the  bonds." 
My  time  has  drawn  to  a  close,  and,  although 
there  arc  one  or  two  other  things  in  the  Bill  I 
should  like  to  si>eak  about,  I  feel  that  other 
members  have  so  criticized  the  measure  that 
perhaps  it  is  best  for  me  to  offer  no  further  re- 
ui.Arks.  I  should  like,  however,  to  hear  some 
further  explanation  from  the  Treasurer  in 
ai.^wer  to  the  arguments  that  have  been  ad- 
duced against  the  operations  of  the  Bill,  at  any 
rate  frcm  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  side 
of  the  House,  as  well  as  from  this  side. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Sir,  I  rise  again  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  House,  and,  judging  from  the 
enthu!-iastic  manner  in  which  tlie  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  foe  Ricoarton  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  -wore  received,  and  the  very  cool 
manner  in  which  the  opposition  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruco  has  been  received,  I 
exptct  I  shall  not  get  a  very  warm  reception 
mvrclf.  But  I  have  no  intention,  in  rising  to 
speak  on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  to 
moke  anything  like  a  Committee  speech.  I  do 
Dot  intend  to  criticizo  the  Bill  in  detail.  It  is 
not  so  much  the  details  of  the  Bill  I  object  to — 
it  ii  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I  entirely  object 
to  the  reversal  of- the  policy  so  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  by  the  lato  Mr.  Ballanco  two 
years  ago,  and  which  tins  Government,  with 
e^z*l  clearne.'-s  and  decision,  agreed  to  adopt. 
In  fact,  ibey  came  into  office  distinctly  with 
the  fullest  understanding  on  their  part  that 
they  were  to  carry  out  the  policy  announced 
by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  That  being  the  case, 
and  it  being  also  true  that  I  most  distinctly 
and  positively  assored  my  constituents  that 
I  would  support  no  mea.<;nre  in  this  House 
that  would  increase  onr  already  crushing  na- 


tional debt — that  being  the  case,  if  I  approved 
of  the  most  of  the  details  of  this  Bill  I  should 
not  dare  to  vote  for  it  without  first  going  back 
to  my  constituents  and  seeing  by  their  votes  if 
they  would  approve  of  my  moving  in  that 
direction.  When  I  spoke  in  the  financial  de- 
bate I  quoted  some  words  by  Mr.  Ballance  in 
his  lost  Financial  Statement  to  show  how  very 
distinctly  his  policy  was  opposed  to  that  enun- 
ciated in  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  this  year.  I  will  now  quote 
another  sentence  from  Mr.  Ballance,  and  I  do 
60  because  it  really  seems  to  me,  from  the  action 
the  Government  have  taken  in  this  matter, 
they  must  have  forgotten  either  Mr.  Ballance'g 
policy  or  their  own  assertion  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  carry  out  his  policy.  I  have 
here  a  sentence  which  I  will  read  from  Mr. 
Ballance's  Financial  Statement  of  the  30th 
June,  1892— his  last  Financial  Statement.  He 
says, — 

"  I  have  shown  the  necessity  for  weaning  the 
colony  from  a  servile  dependence  on  foreign 
dealers  in  money.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be, 
wise  to  attempt  to  raise  another  loan  in  the 
English  market  at  present.  .  .  .  We  have 
boldly  announced  the  policy  of  not  offering  our 
friends  any  more  paper  for  a  period.  We  pro- 
pose, therefore,  to  keep  faith  with  this  an- 
nouncement, and  to  refrain  from  placing  any 
loan  on  the  English  market." 

Then  he  says  what  we  know  is  so  true, — 

" .  .  .  Of  course  this  limit  means  a  re- 
duced rate  of  expenditure,  and  it  will  impose 
great  care,  moderation,  and  self-denial  on 
honourable  members  ;  but  it  also  means  that, 
for  the  first  time,  we  have  determined  on  a 
policy  of  true  self-reliance— the  only  policy,  I 
firmly  believe,  to  make  this  a  groat  country." 

Now,  Sir,  can  there  be  any  misunderstanding 
those  words,  and  can  you  make  those  words  fit 
in  with  a  proposal  to  borrow  in  all  directions, 
not  only  this  year,  but  to  borrow  yearly  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  for  this  particular  purpose  now 
befoi-e  the  House,  and  for  this  House  to  give 
authority  to  the  Government  to  do  that  ?  This 
is  a  most  complete  reversal  of  policy,  and,  as  I 
said  before,  the  question  is  so  important,  for  the 
sums  involved  ate  so  largo,  and  the  pledges  of 
myself  and  I  believe  a  large  number  of  other 
members  so  distinct  in  the  direction  to  vote  for 
no  more  borrowing  and  no  more  increase  of  the 
public  debt,  that  we  have  no  right  to  consider 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  without  first  going  back  to 
the  country  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  consti- 
tuencies on  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance. 
There  is  no  doubt,  as  Mr.  Ballance  said,  that 
the  declaration  which  he  made  of  the  inten- 
tion to  adopt  a  selfrelisnt  policy,  and  to  appeal 
no  more  to  the  British  money-lender  to  givo 
us  money  to  meet  the  interest  on  loans  we 
borrowed  before — there  is  no  doubt  that  that 
policy  meant  an  amount  of  uphill  work,  and 
self-denial,  and  determined  economy,  such  as  . 
very  few  men  are  disposed  to  adopt.  In  fact,  we 
may  speak  of  it  in  the  lines  of  Dr.  Watts, — 

True,  'tis  a  strait  and  tliorny  road, 
And  mortal  upirits  tire  and  faint. 

The  Treasurer  tired  very  soon  of  this  policy  of 
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gelf-reliance.    In  fact,  I  might  quote  with  re- 
gard to  him  the  words  whicli  old  Jacob  applied 
to  his  son  Issachar ;  with  the  alteration  of  one 
single  word  it  applies  exactly :  "  Issachar  is  a 
strong  ass  crouching  down  between  the  sheep- 
folds  :  and  he  saw  a  resting  place  that  it  was 
good,  and  borroioing  that  it  was  pleasant ;  and 
he  bowed   his  shoulder  to   hear,  and  became 
a  servant  under  taskwork."     Now,   Sir,   the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  one  of  the  finest  op- 
portunities a  man  ever  had  in  this  world  to 
become  the  saviour  of  his  country.     He  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  take  up  Mr.  Ballance's 
policy   and   carry    it   out    unflinchingly.      He 
would  not  have  pleased  everybody,  he  would 
not  have  been  very  enthusiastically  supported, 
he  would  have  been  called  all   sorts  of  bad 
names,  he  would  have  had  to  refure  a  great 
many  favours  asked  of  him ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  would  have  done  a  work  that  would 
have  immortalieed  him.     The  history  of  New 
Zealand  would  have  pointed  him  out  as   the 
man  whose  firmness  put  a  stop  to  the  villain- 
ous  system  of   borrowing  and  extravagance. 
While  I  am  quoting  Scripture  I  must  allude  to 
another  sentence  of  a  theological  character, 
and  there,  again,  I  must  alter  one  word,  and 
I  am  afraid  the  alteration  does  not  make  much 
difference  to  the  meaning  so  far  as  New  Zea- 
land has  been  affected.    It  is  that  this  policy 
is  a  return  to  Vogel  and  all  his  works.    We 
know  what  that  policy  has  done  for  us.    We 
know  what  the  burdens  of  the  country  are 
at  present  as  a  consequence  of   that  policy  ; 
and  we  know  tliat  we  liave  long  ago  reached 
the  highest  point  in  borrowing  that  any  com- 
munity of    the    same  size  has  ever  reached ; 
and  will  not  every  million  we  now  add  point 
out  to  our  creditors,  and  to  money-lenders  in 
England,  that  New  Zealand  is  not  a  place  to 
lend  more  money  ?  Is  it  not  as  sure  as  that  the 
sun  will  rise  to-morrow  that,  as  soon  as  your 
Financial  Statement  gets  to  England  loaded 
with  borrowing  proposals  of  every  description, 
the   interest   on    money,   if   it   does   not   rise 
absolutely,  will  rise  relatively  in  this  country  7 
In  regard  to  this  question  I  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the  junior 
member  for  Wellington  City.     The  manner  in 
which  he  pointed  out  the  undesirable  character 
of  many  of  the  details  of  this  Bill  I  entirely 
agreed  with,  especially  when  he  showed  how 
dangerous  it  would  be  to  lend  up  to  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  property.   But  there  is  one  point 
in  which  I  differ  somewhat  from  him — when  he 
eays  the  low  interest  on  money  is  probably  the 
result  of  temporary  circumstances.    I  do  not 
think  that.    I  think,  and  I  think  specially  in 
connection  with  this  Bill, — and  to  me  it  points 
out  the  danger  of  the  Bill  more  plainly  than 
ever,— that  the  interest  on  money  is  certain  to 
fall.    It  must  fall,  and  this  makes  it  such  an 
appropriate  time  to  have  continued  this  policy 
of  self-reliance,  which  would  certainly  have 
given  us  money  at  a  lower  interest,  and  we 
should  have  been  in  a  position  to  profit  by  the 
most  favourable  markets.    If  you  consider  the 
position  of  the  money-lenders  and  of  the  money- 
borrowers  in  the  world  at  the  present  time,  I 
Mr.  Sautiders 


think  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
money  wjU  be  borrowed  at  lower  rates  of  inter- 
est— at  least,  at  nominally  lower  rates.  England 
is  herself  almost  deluged  with  money,  absorb- 
ing as  she  does  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  a 
year  of  interest  paid  in  appreciated  gold — gold 
worth  twice  as  much  as  it  was  worth  twenty 
yeais  ago.  That  is  one  reason.  But,  besides 
that,  we  have  the  fact  that  America  is  paying 
of!  her  debt,  and  transferring  her  debt  from 
Great  Britain  to  her  own  people.  In  addition 
to  this,  we  know  that  Turkey  and  Egypt  have 
long  had  the  bailiffs  in  their  houses ;  they  can 
borrow  no  more.  South  America  cannot  bor- 
row,  however  much  she  would  like  to  do  so. 
She  has  reached  the  gcal  of  borrowers  sooner 
than  we  have.  Then,  we  have  the  great  Eu- 
ropean countries — Russia,  Austria,  and  Italy — 
and  I  mention  them  only,  because  France  bor- 
rows from  her  own  people ;  the  industrious,  hard- 
working people  of  France  are  the  creditors  of 
the  Government — they  actually  lend  money  to 
their  Government,  so  that  her  debts  will  not 
cripple  her  as  ours  do.  Austria,  Bussia,  and 
Italy  have  long  been  making  demands  on  Eng- 
lish money-lenders,  but  the  appreciation  of 
gold  has  rendered  their  interest  so  oppressive 
that  they  can  carry  this  borrowing  no  further. 
They  are  obliged  to  pull  up  ;  and  where  is 
England  to  find  customers  for  all  the  money 
she  has  to  lend  ?  Under  these  circumstances 
there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  the 
money-market  of  England  will  be  stagnant. 
There  will  be  very  little  demand,  especially 
under  the  great  disturbing  cause  that  the  appre- 
ciation of  gold  has  made  matters  so  much  more 
favourable  to  the  lender  than  to  the  borrower. 
A  trade  so  remunerative  as  money-lending  has 
proved  is  sure  to  be  overdone ;  a  trade  so  dis- 
astrous as  borrowing  has  lately  proved  will  be 
g  Of.  avoided.  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
'  quite  natural,  and  it  would  be  un- 
natural if  otherwise,  that  the  money-lenders 
of  England  will  find  great  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  mortgage  for  the  quantity  of  wealth 
they  have  to  invest  at  the  present  time. 
That  is  another  reason  which,  it  appears  to 
me,  should  have  been  a  very  strong  one  to 
induce  us  to  continue  in  the  course  marked 
out  by  Mr.  Ballance.  It  was  really  magioal 
the  efiect  that  his  announcement  of  no  fur- 
ther borrowing  had  upon  the  credit  of  this 
colony.  Notwithstanding  the  enormous  or  very 
unusual  cessation  of  credit  and  confidence  in 
the  Australian  Colonies,  New  Zealand  after 
that  ofScial  declaration  was  treated  with  con- 
fidence; she  was  lauded  and  trusted  and 
honoured  in  every  way,  and  we  were  offered 
money  at  low  rates,  and  at  very  much  lower 
rates  than  we  had  been  accustomed  to,  or 
even  deserved  imder  tho  circumstances.  Since 
Mr.  Ballance  announced  that  policy  we  have 
borrowed  or  converted  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  money,  and  we  have  saved 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pouncte  by  the  im- 
proved credit  which  immediately  followed  on 
Mr.  Ballance's  announcement  that  we  were 
not  going  to  have  any  new  borrowing  opera- 
tions in  the  English  market.     Yet,  on  the 
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veiy  first  opportunity,  we  are  now  going  bock 
more  voraciously  than  we  ever  went  before, 
«ud  we  are  going  to  borrow  money  by  this 
Bill  alone  at  the  rate  of  a  million  and  a 
half  a  yestr,  and  we  are  going  to  continue  it 
year  by  year.  Shall  we  not  deserve  to  be 
acoosed  of  having  taken  an  unfair  advantage 
of  the  confideiice  of  the  English  creditors, 
having  reversed  the  policy  under  which  we 
obtained  such  a  great  advantage  ?  The  foot 
of  having  proclaimed  our  intention  to  borrow 
no  more  money  under  any  circumstances  will 
lead  strongly  to  the  supposition  that  that  de- 
claration was  merely  made  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  borrow  on  better  terms  than  we  could 
have  done  without  such  a  statement.  That 
is  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed  in  con- 
nection with  this  and  the  other  borrowing 
Bills  before  ns.  Now,  I  know  how  very  hard 
it  will  be  for  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  do  without  borrowed  money,  and  how  very 
bard  it  will  be  to  collect  the  enormous  amount 
of  interest  we  have  to  collect,  not  for  our 
own  people,  but  to  send  out  of  this  colony 
over  the  sea.  No  one  could  appreciate  the 
difficulty  Mr.  Ballance  took  upon  himself  more 
highly  than  I  did  at  the  time  he  announced 
that  policy,  and  I  believe,  if  he  had  still  lived, 
that  that  policy  would  have  been  adhered  to, 
and  the  result  would  have  been  that  our  in- 
terest would  have  gone  down  very  much  lower 
than  it  is  now.      The  interest  generally  has 

gone  down  so  much  that,  notwithstanding  the 
isturbances  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
Australian  financial  world,  I  see  that  Sydney 
is  now  able  to  borrow  money  at  par  and  at  3} 
per  cent.  That  being  the  cose,  I  do  think  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  been  some- 
thing more,  perhaps,  than  human  if  he  had  been 
willing  to  do  without  yielding  to  the  same  weak- 
ness as  all  his  predecessors  have  succumbed  to, 
and  saying,  "  Let  us  have  peace  in  our  time, 
and  let  some  future  Hampden  fight  out  this 
np-hill  battle,  this  great  difficulty  which  sooner 
or  later  must  be  fought  out  in  this  country." 
The  sooner  the  better ;  and  the  later  the 
more  hopeless,  if  not  disastrous,  the  inevitable 
stmggle  must  be.  That  is  all  I  hare  to  say 
with  regard  to  finance ;  but  I  want  to  say 
Eoinething  about  the  land  policy,  because  this 
Bill  reverses  tlio  land  policy  of  the  country  as 
distinctly  as  it  reverses  the  financial  policy. 
What  was  the  great  reason  given  to  us  why  we 
should  not  give  a  freehold  title  to  our  settlers 
npon  tlie  land?  The  great  and  very  good 
reason  assigned  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  was 
that  they  should  not  be  placed  in  a  position 
in  which  they  could  mortgage  their  estates,  be- 
cause if  they  did  they  would  certainly  lose  them, 
I  am  mistaken  if  I  have  not  heard  the  Minister 
of  Lands  himself  quote  Carleton's  lines, — 

Worm  or  beetle,  drought  or  tempest, 

On  a  former's  crops  may  fall. 
But  for  flrat-claas  ruination 

Trust  a  mortgage  'gainst  'em  all. 

We  are  now  not  only  going  to  allow  freeholders 
to  get  rid  of  their  estates  by  mortgaging  them, 
but  we  are  going  to  encourage  the  leaseholders 
to  do  the  same,  and  then  we  are  going  to  make 


things  as  easy  as  we  possibly  can  for  them  to 
get  into  debt,  and  as  difficult  as  possible  to  get 
out  of  it.  Now,  my  experience  with  regard 
to  the  efleot  of  money-lending  goes  back  for 
fifty-two  years  in  this  colony.  Fifty  years  ago 
the  New  Zealand  Company  suddenly  failed, 
and  drove,  by  that  means,  a  number  of  settlers 
on  to  the  land  under  circumstances  for 
which  they  were  entirely  unprepared,  and  as 
destitute  as  men  could  possibly  go  on  to  their 
sections.  They  were  so  poor,  and  circum- 
stances were  so  unfavourable  to  them  at  that 
time,  that  it  is  actually  true  that  in  many  cases 
these  settlers  had  to  dig  up  their  seed-potatoes 
and  eat  a  portion  of  them  to  prevent  actual 
starvation.  None  of  us  had  too  much  to  eat, 
and  there  were  many  instances  where  men 
who  hod  not  enough  to  eat  were  obliged 
to  help  those  who  had  still  less.  That  was 
the  condition  in  which  these  settlers  went 
on  to  the  land,  and  the  struggles  that  those 
men  made  were  something  heroic.  There  were 
different  classes  of  settlers,  but  I  should  say 
that  they  were  all  pretty  much  alike  in  hard, 
honest  struggling  for  the  first  year  or  so ;  but 
after  about  two  years  the  fiend  of  borrowing 
took  possession  of  some  of  them  who  were 
honestly  living  in  their  mud  cottages  and  brush- 
wood whores,  wearing  sack  trousers,  and  going 
to  church  in  a  pair  of  moleskin  trousers  and  a 
blue  shirt  kept  for  the  purpose.  But  now  all 
those  men  who  kept  the  sack  trousers  on 
longest  are  rich  men,  and  own  the  land  that 
was  occupied  at  that  time.  Those  who  went 
into  the  market  to  borrow  money,  and  mort- 
gaged their  lands,  lost  their  land,  and  the  land 
became  the  property  of  the  man  who  had  kept 
his  sack  trousers  uutil  ho  could  earn,  and  not 
borrow,  something  better :  hence  these  men  are 
now  the  owners  of  properties  that  were  once 
divided  between  the  two.  I  could  speak  of  two 
men ;  I  have  mentioned  their  names  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City,  who  knows 
them  both  well.  They  both  came  out  early  in 
1842;  they  both  went  on  the  land,  and  they 
both  went  on  good  land.  Although  struggling 
together,  and  keeping  pace  with  each  other  for 
some  time,  at  last  one  of  them  borrowed  £300, 
and  gave  a  mortgnge  on  his  land.  He  was  very 
soon  after  elected  to  the  Nelson  Provincial 
Council,  and  became  a  greater  man  than  the 
other,  and  for  some  time  you  could  see  that  his 
house  was  much  better— he  had  a  bigger  and 
much  more  luxurious  house  for  himself ;  but  in 
ten  years'  time  he  had  no  house  at  all,  and  be 
was  looking  for  a  Government  billet,  and  got 
one  for  a  time. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  What  interest  did  he 
pay? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  do  not  know  what  in- 
terest he  paid,  but  interest  was  very  high  at 
that  time.  At  any  rate,  that  was  the  result. 
They  were  both  industrious  men  ;  but  the  man 
who  borrowed  nothing,  and  kept  on  his  sack 
trousers, — ^who  used  short  logs  for  stools,  and  a 
slab  for  a  table, — who  did  his  work  with  four 
old  cows,  and  ploughed  his  land  with  them 
— that  man  made  use  of  every  pound,  and  he 
was  very  soon  a  money-lender,  and  died  worth. 
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£20,000 ;  whilst  the  poor  man,  who  bad  begun 
with  him,  and  had  borrowed  this  £300,  died 
a  pauper  about  the  same  time.  That  is  a 
very  common  occurrence,  and  there  really  was 
nothing  very  extraordinary  in  it,  as  it  is  only 
the  common  occurrence  that  followed  bor- 
rowing by  our  early  settlers  in  this  colony. 
The  men  who  have  been  successful  in  this 
colony  are  the  men  who  have  strenuously 
avoided  borrowing,  and  have  relied  upon  their 
own  resources,  however  severe  the  first  pinch 
may  be,  and  who  have  not  been  afraid  to  face 
difficulty  and  to  endure  toil  in  order  that  they 
might  ultimately  obtain  that  reward  which 
follows  upon  industry  and  thrift — but  not  upon 
borrowiug,  wliich  this  Bill  proposes  to  facilitate. 

Mr.  EA.RNSHAW.— Sir,  I  should  not  have 
risen  to  speak  on  this  subject  wore  it  not  that 
I  did  not  wish  to  give  a  silent  vote.  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  the  Government  on  this 
measure.  During  the  course  of  this  debate  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  the  first  instance,  did 
not  do  himself  justice.  Through  making  a 
mistake  over  £1,500,  as  against  £15,000,  it 
appeared  to  be  harassing  to  him,  and  he  did 
not  do  that  justice  to  the  measure  which  I 
think  he  meant  to  do  when  ho  commenced. 
All  through  this  debate  I  have  felt  very  much 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  could  well  say, 
"  Save  me  from  my  friends,"  for,  with  the 
exception  of  the  support  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton  —  which  was  a  whole- 
sale support  of  the  measure — with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  saving  clauses  every  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  has  damned  the  Bill 
with  faint  praise. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Yes ;  there  has  not  been 
a  single  supporter  of  the  Government,  who  has 
got  up  in  this  debate,  who  has  not  said  that  he 
would  amend  the  Bill  in  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— No. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  made  his  speech,  and  I  wish  he  would 
give  me  the  courtesy  of  allowing  me  to  make 
my  speech.  I  do  not  think,  however,  he  showed 
courtesy  when  he  spoke  in  following  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout).  Honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  have  eitiier  said  that  the  Government 
ought  to  limit  the  advance  to  settlers  from 
£50  to  £500  or  £1,000,  or  that  it  should  be 
raised  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  3^  per  cent.,  or 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  not  be 
able  to  put  his  hands  on  these  moneys.  There 
has  been  no  honourable  member  who  has  given 
him  that  clear,  full  support  which,  from  a 
party  point  of  view,  he  might  have  reasonably 
expected  his  supporters  to  give  him  on  this 
measure.  I  have  some  sympathy  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  this  respect,  and 
therefore  he  will  not  show  any  feeling  when 
I  explain  to  him  my  position,  and  tell  him 
quite  frankly  that  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill 
in  the  division.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  late  Premier,  Mr.  Bal- 
lance.  I  was  returned  in  the  last  Parliament 
in  favour  of  a  non-borrowing  policy,  and  his 
policy  was  a  non-borrowing  one.  I  was  re- 
Ur.  Saunders 


turned  to  this  House  on  a  non  -  borrowing 
policy ;  therefore,  on  that  primary  ground,  I 
shall  oppose  this  Bill.  But  this  measure  is 
only  one  of  a  series  of  borrowing  proposal^ 
We  have  before  us  proposals  now  that  cover, 
if  we  take  into  consideration  the  same  term 
that  it  is  proposed  to  borrow  money  under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  five  years.  If 
you  take  that  measure,  and  if  you  take  the 
sum  that  will  be  raised  for  roads  and  bridges 
and  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  that 
makes  three  millions  and  three-quarters.  Then, 
if  the  Government  carry  this  measure  through, 
for  tlie  five  years  it  will  mean  seven  millions 
and  a  half ;  and,  whctlier  this  Government 
occupies  those  benches  in  the  next  Parliament 
or  they  are  occupied  by  others,  if  this  mea- 
sure is  carried  no  Government  can  stop  imme- 
diately that  lending — ^you  will  have  to  continue 
it  for  two  years  more ;  and,  without  taking  the 
conversions  this  year,  that  makes  eleven  and 
a  quarter  millions,  irrespective  of  Consols  and 
contingent  liabilities.  These  are  borrowing 
proposals  which  I  shall  oppose  as  far  as  my 
vote  will  enable  me  to  do  it  in  this  House; 
and  I  honestly  believe  that  if  the  Government 
were  true  to  their  constituencies  they  would 
not  pass  these  measures  until  we  had  gone 
to  our  constituencies  and  realised  what  they 
think  of  these  measures.  No  con.'itituency 
had  this  proposal  before  it  when  it  returned 
a  member  to  this  House.  No  member  of  this 
House,  nor  the  Ministry  itself,  nor  the  Premier 
ever  gave  out  a  manifesto  convoying  wliat  is 
initiated  in  this  Budget  and  the  various  policy 
measures  that  have  come  down ;  and  it  is  only 
fair,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  has 
said,  tliat  these  proposals  should  go  to  the  coun- 
try before  we  give  our  decision  upon  them  and 
place  them  on  the  statute-book.  Now,  I  am 
opposed  to  them,  in  the  first  place,  because  it 
is  practically  borrowing.  Although  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  astute  enough  not  to  bring  in 
the  word  "  borrowing,"  it  is  just  as  much  a  loan 
proposal  OS  the  proposals  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
under  tlie  public -works  policy,  and  on  that 
ground  I  oppose  it.  I  also  oppose  it  because 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  should 
enter  into  competition  in  the  money-market 
with  the  private  money-lender.  What,  to  my 
mind,  they  should  do  would  be  to  try  to  lay 
down  a  fair  standard  rate  of  interest,  and  they 
can  do  that  through  the  Public  Trust  Office  and 
the  Insurance  Department  without  going  into 
this  scheme.  If  they  will  not  come  upon  the 
Public  Trust  Office  and  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment to  absorb  the  money  fur  their  own  pur- 
poses, but  will  let  these  two  departments  have 
the  use  of  their  money  to  lend  out  under  rea- 
sonable proposals,  there  will  not  be  any  more 
demand,  I  believe,  for  these  safe  investments. 
If  there  were,  it  would  be  a  fair  thing  for  the 
Government  to  implement  the  moneys  of.  these 
two  institutions  to  meet  the  mortgages  re- 
quired. Now,  we  have  also  gone  away  from 
the  proposals  in  the  Budget.  In  these  it  was 
clearly  laid  down  that  the  money  should  be 
obtained  at  3^  and  lent  at  5  per  cent.,  and 
that  within  that  1}  per  cent,  should  be  the 
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whole  cost  of  the  traosactions  as  between  the 
OoTemment  and  the  bortoweis.  They  have 
departed  from  that.  For  leasona  best  known 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  he  has  seen  fit  to 
pat  in  this  Bill  a  4-per-cent.  purchase  cover. 
Whether  ho  has  had  advise  from  Home  that 
it  wonld  be  difficult  to  borrow  at  3^  per  cent., 
of  coarse  we  do  not  know.  We  may  have  our 
opinions,  and  my  opinion  is  that  at  the  last 
momeDk  he  believes  he  cannot  raise  money 
at  Home  at  par  at  8},  and  he  has  there- 
lore  to  raise  it  to  i,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
lent  at  more  than  S  per  cent,  to  the  borrower. 
That  shows,  at  any  rate,  that  the  views  of  the 
^  Colonial  Tieasorer  have  been  somewhat  modi- 
fied since  he  gave  his  Budget  Statement.  But 
I  should  like  to  know — I  asked  him  the  ques- 
tion when  I  spoke  on  the  Financial  Statement, 
and  in  the  course  of  this  debate  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  asked  him  the  same 
thing  —  I  asked  the  honourable  gentleman, 
especially  when  speaking  on  the  Financial 
Stetement,  if  he  would  answer  this  question, 
bnt  in  his  reply  he  did  not  do  so.  I  will  now 
ask  it  again :  "  (1.)  Will  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
state  who  will  pay  the  mortgage -tax  now 
paid  by  the  mortgagee — Id.  in  the  pound  over 
£500?  Is  the  State  going  to  surrender  this 
tax,  or  how  will  he  retain  the  revenue  derived 
from  this  source?  For  upon  £1,500,000  ad- 
vances to  convert  present  mortgages  paying 
taxation,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may  lose  about 
£6,000.  {2.)  What  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
cheapening  of  money  and  the  cheapening  of 
land  on  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand  ?  "  I  now, 
a  second  time,  ask  him  if,  when  replying,  he 
will  answer  me  that  question.  I  think  it  is  fair, 
and  one  he  should  answer  on  this  money  ques- 
tion. And  I  should  like  to  know  if  he  is 
going  to  exempt  those  persons  who  borrow 
money  from  the  Government.  Is  ho  then 
going  to  exempt  persons  who  have  mortgaged 
to  private  money-lenders?  If  he  is  going  to 
exempt  Crown  mortgagors,  then  he  must 
exempt  all  mortgages.  I  say  he  has  no  right 
to  make  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  another. 
Under  this  BUI  it  is  also  quite  possible  for 
any  person  who  has  several  distinct  fee-simples 
to  get  several  loans  from  the  Government  upon 
them ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  stop  these  men 
obtaining  several  loans,  and,  after  obtaining 
them,  again  lending  the  money  out  in  smaller 
sums  to  other  persons  who  cannot  avail  them- 
selves of  the  conditions  of  this  Bill.  Sir,  some- 
times I  do  not  think  myself  that  even  the 
Government  want  the  BiU  to  pass.  They  are 
amply  kite-fiying,  to  catch  the  country  settlers' 
vote.  This  Bill  puts  me  very  much  in  mind 
of  one  of  the  great  novelists,  who  wrote,  per- 
haps, the  most  perfect  novel  we  have.  When 
he  bad  written  it,  capable  as  he  was  of  writing 
it  be  did  not  know  what  name  to  give  it,  and  it 
«M  oaij  when  another  great  writer — Dickens 
— SDggested  "  The  Woman  in  White  "  that  he 
lealiaed  that  that  would  be  a  fitting  title  for  it. 
tt  is  just  the  other  way  with  this  Bill,  for,  while 
I  think  the  title  is  perfect  for  catching  the 
eonntiy  settlers,  the  body  of  the  Bill  is  very  im- 
petiaet,  and' it  is  prepared  to  meet  especially 


country  members,  for,  although  they  are  almost 
to  a  man  opposed  to  it,  they  are  afraid,  with  this 
catching  phrase,  "cheap  money  to   settlers," 
how  they  can  face  their  constituents  and  vote 
squarely  against  this  measure.    I  am  very  glad  I 
stand  for  a  city  constituency,  and  therefore  am 
not  troubled  in  that  respect.    I  could  not  follow 
the  logic  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wairaa 
in  proposing  that  money  should  not  be  lent  to 
those  who  have  improvements  on  leasehold.     If 
there  are  any  people  in  the  country  who  should 
have  advances  made  to  them  it  is  those  per- 
sons who  are  not  so  well  able  to  get  advances 
against  their  improvements  as  those  who  pos- 
sess the  fee-simple ;  and,  as  the  Government 
have  made  the  departure  of  going  largely  into 
lease  in  perpetuity  and  perpetual  lease,  it  is 
only  right  that  they  should  provide  straggling 
settlers  with  money  at  a  price  they  cannot  pos- 
sibly get  it  at  in  the  money-leuding  market. 
That  would  have  been  a  movement  that  I  be- 
lieve would  have  had  the  support  of  the  whole 
colony.  It  would  have  allowed  the  Government 
to   meet   this   class    without    competing   with 
the  private  money-market ;  it  would  not  have 
disturbed  the  money-market  or  our  finance 
in  the  colony  or  at  Home.    I{  they  had  done 
that,  and  haid  seen  for  two  or  three  years  how 
that  had  worked  out,   then  they  could  have 
advanced  ;    but  at  the  present  time  they  have 
come  down  with  a  huge  policy,  which  is  very 
taking  so  far  as  the  country  votes  are  con- 
cerned.   They  cannot  hope,  however,  that  they 
will  carry  this  Bill  through  the  House,  for  it 
is  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  while  member  after 
member  has  got  up  and  said  that  he  will  pro- 
pose in  Committee  to  reduce  the  scope  of  the 
Bill,  we  have  the  continual  interjections  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  if  that  is  to  be  done 
he  might  as  well  shelve  the   Bill.     That  is 
significant;    and,   in   voting    for    the   second 
reading  in  the  hope  of  carrying  their  amend- 
ments   in    Committee,    honourable    members 
should  be  very  careful  what  they  do.    I  am 
aware  that  in  voting  for  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  members  only  vote  for  cardinal  principles, 
and  then  amend  it  in  Committee  as  they  tliink 
fit ;  but  where  the  Government  mean  to  carry 
the  crucial  parts  of  their  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee, and  will  call  on  the  majority  to  vote 
with  them  on  this  measure,  honourable  mem- 
bers should  be  careful  what  they  do.     It  is  not 
Go  as-you-please  in  respect  to  this  Bill;  it  is  Go 
as  the  Government  dictate  to  you ;  therefore  I 
should  advise  honourable  members  to  be  careful 
how  they  vote.     Personally  I  shall  have  very 
great  pleasure  in  voting  against  the  Bill.     I  also 
am  of  opinion  that  if  the  Government  do  carry 
this  measure  through — and  I  think  they  will 
carry  the  second  reading — when  it  comes  out 
of  Conmiittee  they  will  simply  shelve  it.     If 
they  do  oarty  it,  then  we  should  safeguard  these 
advances  in  such  a  manner  that  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer,  or  the  gentleman  who  may 
succeed  him,  will  not  be  able  to  put  his  hands 
on  one  shilling  of  the  money.     We  shall  have 
to  guard  against   the  bad   securities  that  are 
going  to  bo  taken  in  hand;  because,  whUe  it 
may  be  true  that  in  Taranaki,  owing  to  the 
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great  advance  in  the  dairy  industry,  lands  have 
very  largely  increased  in  value,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  they  have  increased  in  value  all  over 
New  Zealand.  It  does  not  at  all  follow  that 
the  wheat  lands  are  going  to  increwe  in  value. 
A  good  many  people  think  they  are  not  able  to 
compete  in  the  growing  of  wheat,  and  it  will  be 
worse  as  years  go  by.  Illustrations  like  that 
will  show  that  it  is  not  sound  policy  to  advance 
to  two-tliirds  value  generally.  Those  who  have 
got  advances  at  a  two-thirds  value  got  their  ad- 
vances at  times  when  land-values  were  higher 
than  they  now  are.  I  fail  to  see  how  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  can  give  assistance  to  these  per- 
sons unless  he  is  prepared  himself  to  take  over 
the  large  risks  the  present  mortgagees  are  hold- 
ing, who  would  only  be  too  willing  to  hand  them 
over  to  the  Government.  I  think  one-half 
cover  is  ample.  For  the  next  three  years  we 
should  determine  to  see  how  many  cases  there 
are  that  require  mortgages  at  one-half,  and  how 
many  can  be  relieved  with  the  first  million 
and  a  half.  If  we  find  that  of  no  use,  then 
next  year  or  the  year  afterwards  this  House 
might  consider  how  much  further  they  should 
go  in  this  respect ;  but  if  you  go  to  two-thirds, 
and  give  advances  of  £5,000  the  first  year,  you 
will  have  more  than  one  million  and  a  half 
applied  for;  and,  believing  j'ou  will  have  more 
than  that  number,  it  is  fair  we  should  start 
with  a  perfectly  safe  cover,  and  take  over  only 
those  mortgages  we  know  wo  shall  lose  nothing 
upon.  We  can  test  the  feeling  of  the  country, 
and  test  what  demand  there  will  be  for  these 
advances.  I  support  the  measure  in  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  advances  to  our  Crown  tenants. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  proper  mode  of  coming  to 
them ;  and,  if  it  is  fair  to  advance  two-thirds 
on  freehold,  then  I  say  it  would  be  fair  to 
advance  two-thirds  on  improvements  of  Crown 
tenants  if  you  make  the  demand  that,  as  you 
make  that  advance,  during  the  ensuing  year 
the  tenant  should  make  at  least  one-third 
more  improvements  on  that  land.  If  you 
.QQ     safeguard  it  in  that  respect,  I  think 

■  you  can  make  a  greater  cover  than 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  loan  to  the 
Crown  tenants,  and  it  would  only  be  prospec- 
tively for  the  improvements  they  would  make. 
It  is  these  people  who  should  bo  assisted ;  but, 
with  the  two-thirds  limit  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
increase  of  the  advances  up  to  a  maximum  of 
£5,000,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  had  no  great  desire  so  much  to 
come  to  the  assistance  of  the  really  bond  fide 
struggling  working-men  who  have  gone  on  their 
own  lands  as  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the 
rich  class  of  farmers,  who,  as  I  said  before, 
should  bo  allowed  to  deal  with  the  private 
money-lenders.  At  any  rate,  it  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Crown  that  it  should  come  to 
the  assistance  of  those  who  most  need  it,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  whole  of  the  million  and  a 
half  available  for  the  first  year  would  be  fully 
absorbed  by  the  smaller  holders.  I  have 
always  been  opposed  to  the  Board  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  set  up.  I 
think  that,  if  we  safeguard  this  measure  to  the 
extent  of  advancing  up  to  one-half,  the  Public 

Mr.  Earruham 


Trust  0£Soe  could  do  all  the  work  that  is  neces- 
sary, with  additional  assistance.  At  any  rate, 
it  does  appear  to  me  we  are  going  to  set  up  a 
huge  office  that  will  become  very  expensive  ; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  employment  of  solici- 
tors in  different  centres,  having  solicitors  in 
New  Zealand  to  do  the  Land  Transfer  work,  I 
do  not  think  that  will  work  out  so  well  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  thinks.  It  will,  I  think, 
fall  into  the  hands  of  very  large  firms.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  Valuers,  I  think  we  should 
not  have  a  separate  Board  for  valuation,  but 
that  it  should  be  partly  done  by  the  Land-  and 
Income-tax  Department.  Altogether,  I  am  dis- 
tinctly opposed  to  the  Bill.  I  support  the  title 
— I  think  it  is  a  very  catchy  title.  We  have 
had  a  good  many  catchy  things  put  before  the 
House  this  session,  but,  singularly  enough,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  catch  on  to  them.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  views  have  undergone 
any  change,  or  whether  the  views  of  the  Libiaral 
party  have  undergone  any  change,  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  appears  to  me  that  measures  of  this 
kind  are  simply  a  kind  of  plunging  expedition. 
If  one  will  not  catch  on  with  the  country,  then 
they  say,  "  We  will  try  another";  and  by 
throwing  out  baits  throughout  the  country  to 
the  Liberal  party,  they  may  be  able  to  keep 
place  and  power  in  the  country.  I  do  not  think 
that  should  be  the  true  line  for  the  Liberal 
party  to  go  on.  I  think,  if  they  went  on  the 
lines  which  were  laid  down  by  the  late  Hr. 
Ballance  in  1890  they  would  retain  office  longer, 
they  would  be  stronger,  and  the  whole  country 
would  benefit  far  more  than  it  is  likely  to  do 
under  this  "  wild-cat "  proposal.  I  shall  have 
very  great  pleasure  indeed  in  voting  against 
the  measure. 

Mr.  PERE.— I  wish  to  make  some  remarks 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
clause  which  proposes  to  lend  money  to  the 
farmers  for  the  improvement  of  their  lands.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  indeed  if  this  Bill  is  made 
to  apply  to  the  Natives  as  well,  because  I  think 
hitherto  it  is  only  the  Europeans  that  have  en- 
joyed these  privileges.  Well,  the  Natives  now 
desire  that  they  also  should  shore  these  privi- 
leges. They  have  found  that  the  banks  and 
private  companies  are  not  desirable  parties  to 
deal  with,  because  they  often  have  to  pay  up  to 
9  or  10  per  cent,  for  loans  from  these  institu- 
tions; besides,  they  (the  Natives)  are  not  al- 
lowed sufficient  time  within  which  to  pay  oS 
these  loans.  As  the  law  now  stands,  also,  the 
banks  are  not  able  to  advance  moneys  to 
Natives.  I  think,  whether<you  pass  this  Bill  or 
not,  the  Government  will  always  lend  money  to 
the  Natives.  I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  loons 
should  be  given  to  poor  people  only,  and  some 
one  appointed  who  will  be  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  such  moneys,  and  who  will 
see  that  the  moneys  are  repaid.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  a  person  in  New  Zealand  who  has 
made  improvements  to  his  land  and  has  not 
borrowed  money,  either  from  private  companies 
or  from  some  bank;  even  persons  who  have 
money  go  and  borrow  money  from  these  mone- 
tary institutions.  Therefore  I  wish  very  much 
that  this  clause  in  particular  should  be  made 
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U>  apply  to  the  Natives,  because  Parliament 
now  proposes  to  rate  Native  lands.     Well,  if 
they  are    going  to  do  that,  they  ought  also 
to  give  these  Natives  facilities  for  obtaining 
money  to  place  thorn  in  snch  a  position  as 
will  enable  them  to  pay  oS  these  liabilities.    I 
nnderstand  this  House  has  approved  of  the 
imposition  of  rates  on  Native  lands.    I  think 
those  who  have  money  ought  to  bo  allowed  to 
honovr  money  from  banks  or  from  companies, 
and  so  reserve  these  privileges  for  those  who 
have  not   the  means  to  pay  all  their  debts — 
that  is,  the  settlers  and  those  who  have  no 
money.      Let  those  who  have  money  in   the 
hanks  or  companies  go  to  such  institutions  for 
money.     I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  let  these 
people  enjoy  the  privileges  under  this  Bill,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  Natives.     It  would  be  far 
better  to  exclude  these  people  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  these  privileges.    No  doubt  some  of 
those  persons  who  object  to  this  Bill  have  vested 
interests  in  these  companies  or  banks.    I  must 
eall  the  attention  of  honourable  members  again 
to  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.     I 
myself  suffered  a  good  deal  in  conneotion  with 
that  bank.     These   banking  institutions  have 
losses  of  their  own,  and  if  any  calamity  falls 
npon  any  of  them  their  usual  practice  is  to 
hnnt  up  all  their  customers  and  get  them  to 
pay  np.     Besides,  they  do  not  fix  any  special 
time  for  the  loans.     When  they  found  circum- 
stances were  not  favourable  they  would  only 
give  their  customers  twelve  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  they  would  give  them  notice 
to  pay  up.    Well,  those  persons  who  desire  to 
deal  with  these  institutions  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  do  as  they  like,  and  let  others  who  cannot 
aSord  to  do  that  go   to  the  Government  and 
borrow  money,  and  let  the  Maoris  also  borrow 
money  from  the  Government.     I    shall   con- 
sider it  n  great  injustice  indeed  to  the  Natives 
if  they  are  not  allowed  to  share  in  the  privi- 
leges which  are  proposed  to  be  given  under  this 
Bill,  because,  as  I  remarked  just  now,  they  are 
to  have  rates  imposed  npon  their  lands.    These 
lands  are  generally  not  improved  to  any  great 
extent.     I  think,  therefore,  that  the  proposal 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Crowther)  is  a  very  fair  one — namely, 
to  allow  this  Bill  to  go  into  Committee  in  order 
to  have  amendments  introduced.   In  days  gone 
by  members  of  this  House  used  to  get  up  and 
talk  about  the  poor  people,  and  express  sym- 
pathy  with   them.      In   those    days   the  poor 
people  outside  this  House  had  great  influence 
on  the  members,  simply  because  those  mem- 
bers were  afraid  that  these  poor  people  might 
vote  against  them  at  the  next  election.    But 
now  that  the  Government  has  introduced  a  Bill 
piopaeing  to  borrow  money  from  the  London 
market  in  order  to  lend  to  these  poor  people 
I  find  honourable  members  objecting  to  this 
Bill.    This   is  my  word  to  those  people  who 
are   not  very   well   off :    Never   you   vote   for 
members  who  oppose  this  Bill;  because  they 
have  forgotten  their  old  sympathy  for  yon.    I 
dall  not  have  much  more  to  say  in  regard 
to  this  Bill  now,   Sir,  but,  in  conclusion,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  do  hope  that  the  Natives 


will  be  allowed  to  share  in  the  privileges 
proposed  to  be  conferred  under  this  measure. 
Let  the  rich  people  vote  for  the  banks.  No 
doubt  some  honourable  members  are  directly 
interested  in  these  banks.  I  do  not  wish  the 
Maori  people  to  help  these  people  to  acquire 
wealth.  I  really  think,  if  this  plan  of  the 
Government  succeeds,  the  Maoris  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  effecting  improvements  on  their 
lands,  and  this  House  will  no  longer  say  that 
the  Native  people  are  too  lazy  to  work,  and 
will  no  longer  say,  "Let  us  take  the  Maori 
lands."  Honourable  members  who  make  such 
remarks  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves, 
because  it  is  this  very  Chamber  that  has  made 
these  laws,  placing  restrictions  on  the  Native 
people,  and  which  has  also  introduced  legislation 
to  tie  up  the  Maori  lands.  And,  Sir,  having 
tied  up  these  lands  so  that  the  Natives  could 
do  nothing  with  them,  these  persons  quietly  re- 
mark, "  These  are  very  lazy  people  " ;  and  thoy 
further  say,  "Let  us  make  a  Bating  Bill,  so 
as  to  force  these  people  to  work."  Now,  this  is 
my  word  to  yon :  The  Maori  people  will  not 
pay  rates.  You  will  see  the  Government  by- 
and-by  going  with  a  force  of  soldiers  to  arrest 
the  Maoris.  I  am  telling  you  the  truth.  If 
the  Maoris  are  allowed  a  voice  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  their  lands  I  think  something  will  be 
done.  Look  at  my  Bill  now  before  the  House. 
What  has  been  the  fate  of  that  Bill?  The 
Government  have  kicked  it  out.  The  reason  of 
that  is  that  you  European  people  do  not  wish 
the  laws  to  be  made  in  the  interests  of  the 
Maori  people,  or  as  the  Maoris  wish.  Your 
great  desire  is  to  make  the  law  as  complicated 
as  possible  to  the  Maori  people,  so  as  to  force 
them  to  part  with  their  landu.  The  result  of 
this  will  be  that  they  will  be  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  the  Natives  of  the  South  Island, 
who  are  year  after  year  asking  for  paltry  favours 
from  the  Government.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  this  House  to  reduce  the 
Natives  to  a  state  of  poverty. 

Hon.  SIembehs. — No. 

Mr.  PEBE.— But  I  say,  Yes.  Look  at  the 
heavy  rates  that  have  been  imposed  upon  the 
Native  lands.  There  are  three  distinct  Native 
rates.  I  am  inclined  to  vote  for  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  proposes  to  borrow  money  to 
lend  to  settlers,  but  I  shall  endeavour  in  Com- 
mittee to  introduce  such  amendments  as  to 
make  it  as  easy  as  possible.  I  should  advise 
honourable  members  not  to  continue  saying 
that  the  passing  of  this  measure  will  bring  in- 
jury to  the  banks  and  companies,  for  I  think 
that  those  persons  interested  in  banks  and 
companies  ought  to  be  able  to  look  after  their 
institutions.  I  have  therefore  decided  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government ;  but  with 
regard  to  these  rates  on  Native  lands  I  do  wish 
the  Government  would  remove  them.  Let  the 
Government  first  make  advances  to  the  Na- 
tives, and,  when  the  Natives  have  improved 
their  lands,  then  by  all  means  impose  taxation 
on  them.  Sir,  I  think  the  discussion  on  this 
Bill  ought  to  be  brought  to  an  end  now. 

Mr.  O'BCGAN. — Sir,  I  rise  in  accordance 
with  the  invitation  extended  to  me  in  common 
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with  my  brother  members  by  my  friend  the 
Colonial  TrcEiaurer.  Ho  has  very  distinctly  aad 
courteously  invited  members  of  this  House  to 
do  their  best  to  help  him  to  maJce  this  Bill  a 
workable  measure,  and  to  improve  it  wherever 
practicable.  It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  this 
measure  is  totally  different  from  the  scheme 
which  was  promulgated  some  years  ago  by  the 
late  Premier,  Mr.  Ballance.  When  first  I 
heard  of  the  proposed  initiation  of  this  scheme 
of  cheap  money  I  understood  the  Government 
were  to  take  the  place  of  agents  for  capitalists 
at  Homq.  I  think  that  was  the  scheme  pro- 
pounded some  years  ago  by  the  present  Public 
Trustee,  Mr.  Warburton,  in  a  memorandum  to 
the  late  Premier.  However,  I  find  that  the 
Treasurer,  in  delivering  his  Financial  State- 
ment, intiniat«s  that  ho  proposes  to  borrow 
£1,500,000  per  annum.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  title  of  the  Bill  is  somewhat  misleading, 
because  it  is,  after  all,  only  those  who  have 
good  security  to  offer  who  will  be  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  think, 
therefore,  the  Bill  could  have  been  more  ap- 
propriately called  "The  Advances  to  WeU- 
,to-do  Settlers  Bill."  It  would  certainly  be  a 
very  risky  thing  for  the  Government  to  ad- 
vance money  on  bad  security :  hence  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  if  it  becomes  law  in  its  present  form, 
the  money  will  bo  only  advanced  to  those  per- 
sons who  have  good  security  to  offer.  And, 
after  all,  are  those  the  people  who  are  most 
deserving  of  assistance?  Certainly  not.  The 
11  0  people  who  most  deserve  assistfince 
'  '  are  not  thQse  who  will  be  assisted  by 
this  Bill.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  contentions 
of  some  honourable  members,  notably  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  the 
effect  of  tho  Bill  will  be  to  cause  a  land-boom. 
If  such  were  the  case,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  condemn  tho  Bill.  But  with  the 
operation  of  the  graduated  land-tax,  and  the 
uncertainty  which  obtains  as  to  the  future,  I 
think  there  is  very  little  fear  of  a  boom  in  land- 
values.  I  think,  however,  the  Bill  will  have 
what  I  might  term  a  stimulating  effect — that 
it  will  have  the  same  effect  upon  farming  as 
protective  duties  have  upon  manufactures  and 
industries.  If  protective  duties  are  imposed 
on  manufactured  goods,  the  effect  is  to  induce 
a  large  number  of  people  to  engage  in  manu- 
factures, and  so  to  encourage  industry  by  a 
hothouse  process,  and  bring  about  a  subsequent 
period  of  exhaustion.  I  think  this  Bill  will 
have  the  effect,  owing  to  its  catchy  descrip- 
tion OS  offering  "  cheap  money  to  settlers,"  of 
inducing  a  larger  number  of  people  to  go  on 
the  land  than  would  be-  the  case  under  normal 
circumstances.  Many  people  will  then  em- 
bark in  what  is  at  best  a  risky  enterprise, 
they  will  take  up  more  land  than  they  oan 
profitably  utilise,  they  will  produce  more 
than  they  can  find  a  market  for,  and  the 
end  will  probably  be  disastrous.  I  foil  to 
understand  the  reasoning  of  tho  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  In  speaking  on  this  Bill 
the  other  evening,  he  took  it  as  a  proof  that  the 
contention  which  he,  in  common  with  others 
Mr,  O' Regan 


on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  has  npheld 
during  the  last  three  years — namely,  that  the 
effect  of  the  Oovemment  policy  is  to  raise  in- 
terest— is  verified  by  this  measure.  I  wonid 
like  honourable  members  who  take  up  that  posi- 
tion to  explain  it.  We  have  been  told  on  the 
best  authority — because  it  comes  from  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  benches — 
that  capital  is  being  scared  out  of  the  country. 
Yet  those  honourable  gentlemen  tell  us  that 
the  rate  of  interest  is  rising.  I  take  it  as  aa 
economic  truth  that  interest  is  to  capital  what 
wages  are  to  labour.  If  we  want  to  eneouragtt 
capital  to  come  into  the  country,  the  very 
thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  raise  the  interest. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  will  be  to  reduce  interest.  The  Govern- 
ment con  only  enter  into  competition  with 
private  people  to  a  very  limited  extent.  I  by  no 
means  agree  in  the  abuse  which  is  sometimes 
levelled  by  honourable  members  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it  at  the  money-lenders.  The  rata 
of  interest  is  governed  not  by  the  money- 
lenders, but  by  what  the  people  are  willing 
to  give  —  by  public  competition;  and,  if  tho 
Government  were  to  advance  money  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  upon  the  bad  security 
which  private  money-lenders  do  advance  upon, 
they  would  certainly  have  to  fix  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  than  that  stated  in  this  Bill.  High 
interest  must  always  obtain  with  bad  security  ; 
the  worse  the  security  the  higher  the  interest. 
It  is  utterly  ridiculous  for  people  to  say  that 
those  who  are  under  the  thumb  of  money- 
lending  companies  will  be  able  to  get  assist- 
ance under  the  Bill,  because  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  can  safely  release  mortgages  ; 
neither  do  they  propose  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  those  who  do  pay  a  higher  rate  of 
interest — namely,  those  who  have  bad  security. 
It  is  only  those  who  are  able  to  give  good 
security  whom  they  will  be  able  to  advance 
money  to,  and  consequently  it  is  erroneons 
to  say  that  they  will  ever  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  private  individuals.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  be  sustained  that,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  interest  is  going  to  be 
lowered,  or  that  the  State  is  going  to  enter 
into  competition  more  than  to  a  limited  extent 
with  private  money-lenders.  It  seems  to  me 
that  what  the  farmers  do  want  is  not  cheap 
money  so  much  as  a  market  for  their  prodnoe. 
I  have  always  understood,  and  no  doubt  it 
is  a  fact,  that  high  interest  obtains  in  times 
of  prosperity.  High  interest  and  high  wages 
go  together,  and  they  are  both  convertible 
terms  for  prosperity.  What  the  farmers  really 
do  want  is  a  market  for  their  produce.  Give 
them  that,  and  they  will  need  no  help  from 
the  QoTemment.  Will  this  Bill  give  tbem 
that?  Certainly  not.  Will  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  find  employment  for  the  people  f 
Certainly  not. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Will  any  Bill  ? 

Mr.  O'BEGAN.— «  Will  any  Bill?"  asks  the 
honourable  gentleman.  What  we  want  is  em- 
ployment for  the  people  and  a  market  for  th» 
produce  of  our  farmers.  This  Bill  will  not  give 
that;  therefore  it  must  fall  short  of  what  is 
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•xpeeted  from  it.  Th«n,  it  most  be  remem- 
bered that  this  Government  is  pie-eminently  a 
larmers'  Government. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mi.  O'BEGAK.— I  am  not  at  all  snrprised  to 
hear  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  saying 
that ;  bat  the  fact  remains  that  the  legislation 
which  has  been  passed  by  the  Liberal  party 
since  the  election  of  1890  has  been  largely  in 
the  interests  of  the  farmers.  Honourable  mem- 
bers may  talk  as  they  like  aboat  labovir  legis- 
lation, but  I  say  that  to  a  great  extent  that  is 
a  delosion  and  a  sham.  It  can  do  no  good  for 
those  vrho  irant  work,  no  matter  how  beneficial 
it  may  be  to  those  who  have  work.  The  cru- 
cial feature  in  the  Government  policy  has  been 
to  effect  a  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation. 
Who  have  been  the  gainers  but  the  owners  of 
land?  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  farmers 
have  been  large  gainers.  This  is  a  matter  for 
commendation;  bat  there  are  others  in  the 
oolony  besides  farmers  or  landowners  in  gene- 
ral. We  have  had  no  reduction  in  taxation  for 
the  masses,  bat  we  bare  had  a  change  which  is 
andeniably  a  distinct  gain  to  the  fanners. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  O'KEGAN.— "  No,"  says  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay ;  but  he  must  know 
that  that  is  correct,  and  that  the  fanners  are 
the  great  gainers  under  the  system  of  exempt- 
ing improvements ;  and,  more  than  that,  the 
tatmers  have  been  conciliated  to  an  undue 
extent  by  giving  them  an  exemption  of  £500 
on  the  nnearned  increment. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  —  The  people  in  the 
towns  gain  for  more  than  the  people  in  the 
conntry  by  the  exemption  of  improvements. 

Mr.  O'KEGAN.  —  I  am  speaking  with  re- 
ference to  the  £500  exemption  of  unearned 
inerenxent,  and  not  of  improvements.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  this  in  any  way  disparaging  to  the 
fatmets,  because  the  principle  of  exemption  of 
impiovemenis  is  one  I  thoroughly  believe  in. 
Neither  do  I  say,  by  any  means,  that  this 
cheap-money  scheme  is  going  to  benefit  the 
farmers.  It  is  not  going  to  help  the  farmers 
who  deserve  help  most.  It  is  only  going  to 
beiMfit  the  wealthy — those  who  have  security 
to  offer.  Even  if  I  agreed  with  the  principle 
to  the  same  extent  that  some  honourable 
members  do  who  are  going  to  move  amend- 
ments in  Committee,  I  certainly  would  say 
that  £5,000  is  too  high  a  limit  of  security. 
A  man  who  has  £5,000  security  to  offer  is 
always  able  to  get  money  at  a  reasonable 
i»te.  It  is  the  small  owner  who  is  not  able 
to  get  money  at  his  own  terms — he  has  to  take 
the  terms  offered  by  the  money-lender.  There- 
foze  it  is  entirely  wrong  to  suppose  that  the 
■mail  farmer,  with  £200  or  £S0O,  or  even  £500 
■eenrity,  will  be  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
man  with  £5,000  security  to  offer.  Speaking 
on  the  cheap-money  scheme,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
tatet,  in  the  Budget,  says, — 

"  If,  for  example,  approved  loans  amounted  to 
£500,000,  then  inscribed  stock  for  this  sum  only 
wvnld  be  issued.  After  careful  consideration, 
it  teems  to  me  to  be  infinitely  the  best  plan  to 
dttatn  the  money  directly  on  behalf  of  the 


oolony,  and  for  the  oolony  to  hold  the  securities 
against  the  advances  that  may  be  made.  The 
greatest  good  will  in  this  way  be  conferred  upon 
those  requiring  money  at  low  rates  of  interest. 
It  is  intended  that  a  Lending  Board  should  be 
set  up,  with  certain  defined  powers.  To  stipu- 
late that  these  advances  should  only  be  made 
upon  a  60-per-cent.  valuation  would,  in  my 
opinion,  entirely  neutralise  any  general  good 
that  the  scheme  is  intended  to  confer.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  land-values  have  generally  in 
this  colony  reached  their  minimum.  There 
are,  of  course,  exceptional  cases  where  owners 
adhere  to  higher  values  than  the  land  is  really, 
worth ;  but  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
land  may  not  in  the  future  be  expected  to 
further  depreciate  in  value,  and  as  population 
increases,  and  the  country  becomes  settled,  the 
acreage  value  of  land,  now  at  bed-rock,  must 
show  a  tendency  to  rise  in  proportion." 

That  may  be  perfectly  correct,  but  the  other 
day  we  passed  the  Bating  on  Unimproved  Value 
Bill,  giving  to  local  bodies  power  to  exempt 
improvements  from  taxation,  and  to  raise  ail 
their  revenue  from  the  unimproved  value  only. 
I  do  not  know  yot  whether  that  Bill  is  going 
to  become  law :  but  let  us  suppose  that  it  does 
become  law ;  let  us  suppose  a  local  body  taking 
advantage  of  its  provisions  ;  let  us  suppose  that 
all  the  rates  in  a  county  are  levied  on  the  un- 
improved value  only.  Let  us  suppose,  before 
that  is  done — and  this  is  quite  possible — that 
certain  landholders  in  that  district  have  bor- 
rowed money  from  the  Government  under  this 
Bill :  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation?  It 
simply  would  be  to  tax  away  the  security 
of  the  State.  The  two  measures  are  con- 
tradictory. The  honourable  gentleman  says 
he  does  not  expect  land-values  to  farther  de- 
preciate, and  yet  we  have  already  passed  a 
Bill  which,  if  it  becomes  law  and  is  adopted 
by  the  ratepayers,  must  inevitably  depreciate 
land-values,  and  so  undermine  the  very  security 
the  State  has  for  its  advances.  I  was  some- 
what surprised  to  hear  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
say  in  his  speech  that  he  considered  the  man 
whose  land  was  raised  in  value  by  the  exertions 
of  his  neighbour  would  be  very  foolish  indeed 
if  he  did  not  raise  money  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  on  the  unearned  increment  so 
created.  lb  seems  to  me  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  understand  the  position, 
because,  under  the  circumstances  that  I  have 
referred  to,  you  would  simply  tax  away  the 
security  of  the  State.  I  am  quite  willing  to  give 
my  honourable  friend  credit  for  the  very  best 
intentions,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is,  after 
all,  a  step  in  the  dark ;  but,  if  he  is  going  to 
pass  the  Bill,  I  would  ask  him  to  reduce  con- 
siderably the  limit  of  value  on  which  money 
can  be  advanced  ;  otherwise  this  Bill  vrill  be 
most  unequal  in  its  application,  and  I  am  very 
much  afraid  it  will  land  us  in  disaster.  We 
are  taking  too  many  steps  in  the  dark.  The 
utmost  care  should  be  exercised  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  Sir,  I  am  emphatically  opposed 
to  the  Bill  in  its  entirety.  It  is  idle  for  honour- 
able members  to  say  they  will  vote  for  th« 
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-second  reading  and  move  amendmentB  in  Com- 
mittee ;  because  they  will  make  no  radical  al- 
teration in  Committee.  I  would  gladly  support 
any  solieme  foe  encouraging  land-settlement, 
but  cannot  support  a  delusive  measure  suoh 
«s  this  is.  The  Bill  seems  to  me  to  ofier  no 
celief  to  the  most  deserving  settlers.  It  is 
manifestly  inconsistent  with  the  Bating  on  Un- 
improved Value  Bill  recently  passed  by  this 
House,  and  it  is  calculated  to  buoy  up  intend- 
ing settlers  with  false  hopes — hopes  which  can 
never  be  realised ;  and  it  will  place  this  colony 
in  a  very  awkward  position  at  Home,  in  so  far 
that  it  will  damage  our  credit  if  we  go  to  raise 
more  money.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
•already  we  have  given  authority  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  borrow  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
money  to  buy  Native  land,  a  quarter  of  a 
million  to  buy  private  land  for  settlement,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  million  for  roads  and  bridges. 
We  may  juggle  about  terms  as  much  m  we 
like,  but  it  is  best  to  tell  the  truth  at  all  costs. 
This  certainly  means  extensive  borrowing.  If 
we  go  in  for  such  extravagant  borrowing,,  after 
our  recent  boast  of  a  self-reliant  and  non- 
borrowing  policy,  I  think  the  result  will  be 
fatal  to  our  credit  at  Home. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  only  requires  the  single- 
tax  to  finish  it. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— The  honourable  gentleman 
«ays  it  only  requires  the  single-tax  to  finish  it. 
He  evidently  is  endeavouring  to  be  satirical. 
The  honourable  gentleman  understands  very 
little  about  the  single-tax.  If  he  understood 
more  about  it,  it  woald  be  to  the  interests  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues  and  of  the  country, 
because  it  would  save  us  from  risky  legislation 
of  this  character. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Just  a  word  in  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  is  under  the  impression  that  I 
said  the  cheap-money  scheme  would  boom  the 
colony.  I  have  just  by  chance  got  my  Hansard 
proof,  and  here  is  what  I  said :  "  The  object, 
of  course,  of  the  Government  in  the  cheap- 
money  scheme  is  to  boom  the  colony."  That 
was  not  what  I  said,  but  what  the  Govern- 
ment thought,  would  result  from  this  scheme. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.  — I  accept  the  honourable 
-gentleman's  explanation. 

Mr.  MASSEY. — When  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  spoke  some  little  time  ago  I 
thought  so  much  had  been  said  that  there  was 
really  very  little  left  for  me  to  say.  While  I 
agree  with  the  principle  laid  down  by  previous 
speakers  on  both  sides  of  the  House — namely, 
that  it  is  desirable  that  those  settlers  requiring 
borrowed  money  should  be  enabled  to  get  it  as 
-cheaply  as  possible — I  feel  a  certain  amount  of 
hesitation  about  going  in  for  such  a  wholesale 
borrowing  proposal  as  is  contained  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  Nine  or  ten  years  ago  perhaps  such  a 
Bill  as  this  would  have  been  useful,  and  wel- 
come, because  at  that  time  the  rates  of  interest 
were  very  much  higher  than  they  are  at 
present.  We  all  know  that  they  have  been 
grsidually  getting  lower,  until,  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  admitted  only  a  few  evenings  ago, 
money  can  now  be  got  on  first-class  fraehold 
Mr.  O'Regan 


security  for  5  or  6  per  cent.,  or  even  less  than 
that.  I  have  beard  honourable  members,  in 
speaking  on  the  Bill,  complaining  about  banka 
charging  9  or  10  per  cent.  But  this  Bill  will 
not  prevent  that,  because  banks  do  not  lend 
money  on  mortgage.  They  lend  money  to 
business-men  by  way  of  overdraft;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  men 
from  mortgaging  their  land,  borrowing  money 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  and  relending  at  90 
per  cent. — that  is,  supposing  they  can  get  an 
opportunity.  We  have  been  told  by  different 
speakers  that  the  settlers  generally  are  very 
much  in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  but  by  to-night's 
mail  I  received  a  letter  from  a  very  prominent 
settler  in  the  Auckland  Province,  which  thro\ra 
a  little  light  on  the  subject.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  give  the  settler's  name.  This  is  what  he 
says :  "  The  farmers  themselves  do  not  approve 
of  the  scheme  of  lending  to  farmers.  Any 
amount  of  money  can  be  obtained  on  first-olasa 
security  in  Auckland  at  the  present  time  at  S 
per  cent." 

An  Hon.  Mehbsb. — What  is  the  name  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  name  is  Matthew  Kirk- 
bride  :  he  is  President  of  the  Auckland  Agri- 
cultural Association,  and  a  very  well  known 
settler  in  the  Auckland  Province.  When 
honourable  members  talk  about  settlers  pay- 
ing 8  or  9  per  cent,  by  way  of  interest  on 
mortgage,  they  are  either  exaggerating  or  talk- 
ing about  some  exceptional  case,  where  the 
security  is  not  good,  and  where  the  bor- 
rower has  to  pay  foe  the  badness  of  the 
security.  As  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua told  us  a  few  minutes  ago,  the  worse 
the  security  the  higher  will  be  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
people  who  will  be  benefited  by  this  Bill  will  be 
the  leaseholders  from  the  Crown— the  tenants 
of  the  Crown — the  people  who  wish  to  borrow 
money  on  their  improvements.  Well,  improve- 
ments are  not  generally  considered  first-class 
security,  because,  if  a  man  falls  behind  with 
his  rent  and  is  not  able  to  pay  it,  the  Govern- 
ment may  enter  upon  the  land  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  land,  improvements  and  all. 
Consequently,  if  a  capitalist  lends  money  on 
the  security  of  improvements,  he  will  require 
a  rather  high  rate  of  interest  for  it.  In  any 
case,  if  a  man  has  to  pay  rent  for  land,  and 
interest  on  improvements,  and  to  keep  his 
buildings  insured  in  the  way  provided  for  in 
the  present  Bill,  it  will  take  him  all  his  time 
to  keep  his  bead  above  water;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  we  shall  make  a  great 
many  losses  where  leaseholders  and  Crown 
tenants  are  concerned.  But,  Sir,  what  the 
settlers  specially  object  to  even  more  than 
paying  a  high  rate  of  interest  on  mort- 
gage is  the  high  cost  of  expenses  connected 
with  the  raising  of  the  loans;  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  in  this  Bill  it  is  proposed 
to  make  the  expenses  as  light  as  possible. 
I  consider  that  to  be  the  best  feature  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill.  Then,  about  the  land- 
tax  which  is  at  present  paid  on  mortgages. 
The  State  will  lose  that,  because  we  cannot 
compel  the  British  bondholder  to  pay  it,  and 
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there  is  no  proyision  to  make  the  mortgagor 
Ksponsible.  Iiancl  mortgaged  to  individuals 
neident  in  the  colony  will  Btill  continue  to  be 
taxed,  but  land  that  ia  mortgaged  to  the  State 
on  which  British  money  is  invested  will  escape 
taxation.  That  is  the  position.  If  we  borrow 
money  under  thia  scheme  to  relend  on  mort- 
gage, that  money  will  escape  taxation  unless 
we  tax  the  mortgagor.  If  we  tax  the  mortgage 
we  raise  the  rate  of  interest  by  i  per  cent.,  or 
nearly  so.  If  we  do  not  do  that,  then  i  per 
oent.  should  be  added  to  the  rate  of  interest, 
becanse  by  the  State  becoming  the  mortgagor 
we  lose  the  tax  at  present  paid.  For  every 
million  and  a  half  which  we  borrow  we  lose 
£6,SS0  per  annum  in  land-tax.  Kow,  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  satisfactory.    At  all 

events,  judging 

Hr.  WABD. — Is  that  after  deducting  exemp- 
tions? 
Mr.  MASSEY.— No. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  why  not  deduct  them 
first? 

Mr.  MASSEY. — How  are  you  going  to  deduct 
them?  jTudging  by  the  fact  that  we  had  to 
collect  the  land-tax  four  months  in  advance,  I 
do  not  think  the  Treasurer  can  afford  to  part 
with  the  revenue  in  this  way.  Then  about 
the  proportion  to  lend.  According  to  the  Bill 
it  is  proposed  to  lend  money  to  the  extent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  value.  Well,  Sir,  it  seems  to 
me  that  two- thirds  is  too  much;  50  per  cent. 
would  be  qnite  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  We 
have  no  guarantee,  as  baa  been  pointed  out, 
that  land  is  at  present  at  bed-rock  prices.  In 
fact,  if  the  prices  for  produce  continue  as  low 
as  they  are  at  the  present  time,  and  this  un- 
settling policy  continues,  we  may  have  land 
even  lower  in  value  than  it  is  now.  People 
who  have  money  and  would  naturally  invest  it 
in  land  are  afraid  to  do  so.  They  see  that  the 
landowners  are  treated  as  if  they  were  the 
natural  enemies  of  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity. They  see  that  land  is  taxed,  and 
lealised  wealth  in  other  forms  is  allowed  to 
escape.  They  see  that  the  landowners  are 
taxed,  and  that  other  people  better  able  to  pay 
are  exemptecl ;  and  they  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  land  is  not  a  good  form  of  investment, 
and  wisely  decide  toteave  it  severely  alone.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Xnangahua, 
when  speaking  just  now,  stated  that  land- 
owners were  petted,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
because  they  were  exempted  to  the  extent  of 
£S00.  The  honourable  member  forgets  that, 
while  the  landowner  is  exempted  to  the  extent 
of  £500,  other  members  of  the  community  are 
exempted  to  the  extent  of  £300  upon  income, 
(^pitalise  that  at  5  per  cent. — a  very  moderate 
rate  of  interest — and  you  get  £6,000.  That  is, 
tiie  landowner  is  exempted  to  the  extent  of 
£S00,  and  other  members  of  the  community  to 
the  extent  of  £6.000. 
An  Hon.  Mhmbkb. — And  all  improvements. 
tSl.  MASSEY. — And  all  improvements ;  I 
•dmit  that.  Now,  if  a  capitalist  five  years  ago 
had  lent  his  money  to  the  extent  of  two-thiids 
of  the  value  of  land,  I  ask,  how  would  he  stand 
to-day?    Why,  he  would  be  left  with  a  large 


amount  of  unsaleable  property,  and  with  » 
great  deal  of  his  capital  gone.  We  have  no 
guarantee  that  the  same  thing  is  not  going  to 
happen  during  the  next  five  years  that  has 
happened  during  the  past.  We  have  lately  seen 
financial  institutions  of  the  colony  shaken  to 
their  foundations,  especially  those  financial 
institutions  that  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  land,  and  at  the  same  time  these  institu- 
tions had  the  advantage  of  being  managed  by 
men  of  lifelong  experience,  and  of  very  great 
ability.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  we  are 
rushing  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,  but  I 
do  think  that  we  are  rushing  in  where  better 
men  have  failed.  We  have  been  reminded 
that  we  are  able  to  manage  State  railways. 
State  steamships.  State  printing-offices,  State 
farms,  and  we  know  we  have  gone  a  long  way 
towards  a  State  bank.  But  I  think  we  ought 
to  draw  the  line  at  a  State  pawnshop.  Now, 
we  have  heard  a.  great  deal  about  the  evils  of 
absenteeism,  and  I  think  there  is  one  point  on 
which  all  are  agreed — that  it  is  not  well  to 
encourage  the  holding  of  land  by  absentees. 
Well,  if  we  borrow  five  millions,  and  invest  it 
in  lands— and  five  millions  will  not  go  very 
far  in  connection  with  this  scheme — then  we 
are  selling  five  millions'  worth  of  our  land  to 
the  British  capitalists,  and  giving  them  a  title 
to  it  for  all  time.  They  become  our  landlords 
to  that  extent,  and  we  shall  become  their 
tenants ;  and  I  need  hardly  remind  the  House 
that  they  will  require  their  rents,  and  they 
will  want  them  regularly.  For  every  million 
and  a  half  which  we  borrow  at  4  per  cent. — 
and  I  think  it  has  been  made  quite  clear  that 
the  money  will  cost  that — we  shall  have  to  send 
£40,000  per  annum  out  of  the  colony.  Now,  at 
the  present  time  we  have  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty in  making  ends  meet — in  keeping  our  ex- 
penditure within  our  income.  We  know  for  a 
fact  that  interest  is  pai-tly  paid  with  borrowed 
money,  and  the  more  we  send  away  the  worse 
it  will  be  for  us.  Another  objection  I  have  to 
the  Bill  is  that  it  increases  the  functions  of 
the  State  by  another  department,  and  another 
batch  of  Civil  servants.  According  to  the  Bill 
we  are  to  have  a  Superintendent  and  a  Deputy 
Superintendent,  who  are  naturally  to  have  a 
number  of  clerks  and  assistants.  Then,  in  in- 
troducing the  Bill  the  Treasurer  told  us  that 
we  were  to  have  ten  Solicitors  at  £TU0  a  year,  I 
think,  and  ten  Valuers  at  £600 ;  and  each  of 
these  persons  will  require  clerks  and  assistants, 
and  they  will  have  travelling-expenses. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  did  not  say  anything  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  MASSEY.  — You  stated  that  we  were 
going  to  have  ten  Valuers  at  £600,  and  ten 
Solicitors  at  £700.  I  am  quite  clear  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  did  not  say  what  you  have 
stated. 

Mr.  MASSEY. — I  am  repeating  the  impres- 
sion I  received,  at  all  events.  That  means 
more  patronage  for  the  Government,  of  course, 
and  a  great  deal  more  expense  for  the  unfortu- 
nate taxpayer.  Why,  Sir,  it  would  take  1  per 
oent.  of  the  whole  of  the  money  we  intend  to 
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put  through  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officials 
«lone.  I  fancy  that  a  very  much  simpler 
arrangement  would  have  been  for  the  State  to 
guarantee  loans  to  settlers  up  to  50  per  cent. 
of  the  taxing-value,  such  loans  not  to  exceed 
£1,000,  and  the  interest  not  to  exceed  5  per 
cent.  By  so  doing  the  lender  would  have  got 
the  best  possible  security  for  his  money,  and  the 
borrower  would  have  been  able  to  get  money  at 
the  lowest  possible  rate,  and  there  would  have 
been  no  expense  to  the  colony.  I  have  noticed 
that  some  of  the  covenants  and  conditions  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  are  particularly  strin- 
gent and  unnecessarily  severe.  For  instance, 
it  is  provided  in  one  of  the  covenants  that,  if  a 
man  is  behind  in  interest  to  the  extent  of  four- 
teen days  after  due  date,  the  Government  or 
their  representative  may  enter  upon  the  land, 
take  possession  of  it,  and  sell  the  man  out. 
Now,  I  have  referred  to  the  clause  relating  to 
that  question  in  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  and  I 
And  it  is  provided  there  that  the  mortgagee 
cannot  enter  upon  any  land  until  the  mortgagor 
has  been  two  months  in  default :  that  is,  after 
thirty-one  days  he  may  give  the  mortgagor 
notice,  and  after  another  thirty  days  he  may 
«nter  upon  the  land  and  take  possession.  Thus, 
while  the  private  lender  is  compelled  to  allow 
the  mortgagor  two  months,  the  paternal  Go- 
Ternmont  only  allows  fourteen  days,  and  gives 
no  notice  at  that.  Another  clause  which  I  have 
an  objection  to  is  clause  43, 1  think,  where  it  is 
provided  that  if  a  man  is  able  to  reduce  the 
amount  he  owes  he  is  only  to  be  allowed  i  per 
cent,  for  the  amount  of  the  reduction,  but  is 
charged  5  per  cent,  on  the  principal.  For  in- 
stance, if  a  man  owes  £1,000,  and  pays  off  £100, 
he  is  allowed  4  per  cent,  on  the  £100,  but  is 
charged  5  per  cent,  on  the  £1,000.  I  submit 
there  is  not  much  encouragement  in  that  to 
cause  a  man  to  pay  up,  or  to  endeavour  to  ro- 
ll SO  ^^°^  ^^^  debt.  When  I  first  read  of 
'  '  this  scheme  in  the  Budget  I  was  in- 
clined to  regard  it  favourably;  but  after  dis- 
covering how  many  objectionable  features  the 
Bill  contains,  and  how  much  can  be  said 
•gainst  it,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
to  bring  it  into  operation  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  coimtry.  I  am  as 
anxious  as  any  one  to  see  that  the  settlers 
should  get  the  benefit  of  cheap  money,  but  I 
cannot  approve  of  this  scheme,  because  I  feel 
certain,  if  we  save  a  little  in  the  way  of  interest, 
we  shall  lose  a  great  deal  more  in  other  direc- 
tions. If  we  do  a  little  less  in  the  way  of 
law-making,  and  a  little  more  in  the  way  of 
developing  the  resources  of  the  colony  on  legiti- 
mate lines,  and  so  restore  confidence  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  money  at  the  present 
time,  wo  shall  be  able  to  get  money  for  even 
less  than  the  Government  are  able  to  offer  it 
for,  and  Bills  of  this  character  will  be  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  have  just  a  word  or  two  to 
say  before  the  division  is  come  to,  and  after 
the  speeches  wo  have  had  I  think  I  shall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  very  long.  It 
has  been  asked.  What  reason  is  there  for  this 
Bill  ?  Well,  Sir,  for  the  last  fourteen  years— 
Mr.  liassey 


at  any  rate,  since  I  have  had  a  seat  in  tfas 
House — it  has  been  the  cry  with  the  fonneis 
that  they  were  badly  treated  in  the  way  of 
negotiating  mortgage  loans;  that  they  have 
been  charged  interest  from  10  per  cent.  It  is 
now  actually  down  to  7  and  8  per  cent.  Tha 
bulk  of  the  mortgages  for  small  sumis  to-day 
are  at  8  per  cent,  and  more. 

Hon.  Mehbebs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  —  Yes,  they  are,  and  espe- 
cially those  this  Bill  applies  to.  The  smaU 
mortgages  of  £100  and  £500  are  standing  at 
8  per  cent,  to-day.  And  I  can  tell  you  more 
than  that :  for  a  short  time,  when  the  banks 
were  calling  up  their  capital  to  assist  the 
Australian  Colonies,  you  could  not  get  a  loan 
at  all.  There  were  many  good  investments, 
but  no  money  was  to  be  got  on  them  at  that 
time  at  any  price. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  colony  has  been  in 
that  position  before  now. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— We  want  to  stop  it  from 
getting  into  that  position.  But  we  are  not 
going  to  sit  down  and  listen  to  those  on  the 
Opposition  benches  telling  as  what  to  do.  When 
we  have  a  majority  in  this  House,  we  are  to 
look  to  the  people  that  put  us  here,  and  place 
them  in  such  a  position  that  they  shall  be 
never  put  in  those  difficulties  again.  This  being 
the  case,  we  must  support  the  Government 
now  when  they  are  grappling  with  our  diflS- 
culties  and  introducing  such  a  scheme  as  this 
before  us ;  we  must  assist  ourselves  by  assist- 
ing the  Government  with  their  policy.  This 
measure  has  been  wanted  from  one  end  of  tha 
colony  to  the  other,  and  there  is  not  a  man  on 
the  Opposition  benches  to-night  who  has  not 
spoken  in  favour  of  cheap  money,  or  in  favonz 
01  the  redaction  of  interest,  which  they  know 
very  well  has  been  too  high.  Hardly  a  speaker 
but  has  made  the  statement  that  the  interest 
on  money  is  so  much  reduced  that  you  can  get 
it  now  at  5  and  6  per  cent.  If  anybody  is  ready 
now  to  lend  money  at  5  par  cent.,  I  can  find 
a  few  good  investments  in  the  district  I  come 
from  which  cannot  be  cavilled  at.  But  there 
is  not  a  single  man  on  that  side  of  the  Hoose 
or  here  who  is  ready  to  bock  up  the  statement 
and  go  into  such  a  transaction  to-morrow.  That 
being  so,  we  see  the  roaSbn  for  this  Bill ;  and 
had  not  this  proposal  come  down  in  the  Fi- 
nancial Statement  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  would  be  wanting  9^  per  cent, 
instead  of  5J  per  cent.  What  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  lend  for  months  ago  ? 

Mr.  CKO  WTHER.— Five  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Where  ?    • 

Mr.  CRO  WTHER.— In  the  Waikato;  not  in 
Oamaru. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— No.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  thinks  perhaps  that 
Oamaru  is  a  bad  field  for  investment;  but 
he  would  find  the  lands  in  that  district  mnch 
better  than  the  sour  swamps  of  the  Waikato  to 
invest  his  capital  in.  I  know  no  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  sketched  out  a  better 
scheme  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer  under  this 
Bill.  It  may  possibly  be  amended  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  Bill  is  a  proper  one  at  this 
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hmctare,  and  if  ably  carried  out  it  will  be  a 
Messing  to  the  whole  colony.    But  we  shall,  of 
eooiae,  have  to  take  the  usual  care  with  regard 
to  the  values  in  the  several  parts  of  the  colony, 
so  that  we  may  not  have  any  more  Auckland 
swindles  like  the  Globe  Assets  Company's.    The 
honourable  member  lor  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  specially  pointed  to  me  and  said,  with  re- 
gard to  values,  that  the  grain-growing  districts 
had  jost  come  down  to  the  level  of  the  grazing 
districts.      That    I    disagree   with   altogether. 
Although  grain  ia  at  a  low  price,  at  the  present 
time  wool  ia  at  a  low  price.    Wool  and  mutton 
may  come  down  next  month  or  next  year. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— It  is  down  now. 
Ifr.  DDNCAN.— It  may  be,  but  the  grain- 
growing  districts  will  always  hold  values  over 
and  above  the  grazing  districts.    That,  at  least, 
is  my  opinion  ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  sound  one, 
because  -we  shall  always  require  food,  at  any 
rate,  and  therefore  the  best  grain-growing  dia- 
tdcts  will  oomiaand  a  higher  value  than  the 
grazing  districts,  because  grain  -  growing  dis- 
tricts are  equally  good  for  grazing,  when  you 
ace  not  growing  crops.    When  you  have  to  re- 
new yoox  grass,  of  course  a  grain  crop  is  a  great 
eonsideiation  to  save  the  expense,  and  soue- 
fones  make  a  profit.     But  I  do  not  see  how 
you  are  to  work  the  advances  on  improvements 
mider  this  Bill.    With  regard  to  loans  to  lessees 
on  improvements,  the  provisions  will  have  to  be 
altered  so  as  to  be  somewhat  different  from  the 
elanses  set  out  in  the  Bill,  as  they  are  perish- 
able property.    We  should  have  it  worked  some- 
how in  this  way :  that  when,  say,  half  the  im- 
provements have  been  put  on 

Captain  KUSSELL.  —  What  would  be  the 
value  of  a  white -pine  house  in  thirty -six 
years? 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — It  will  not  apply  to  improve- 
ments of  that  kind,  because  many  improve- 
ments even  on  a  farm  will  be  worth  very  little 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  the  clause  apply- 
ing to  that  will  have  to  be  altered  so  that  a 
term  of  ten  years  will  be  sufficient  for  advances 
upon  improvements,  and  will  need  to  be  re- 
newed at  that  time  to  make  it  fully  safe.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  land,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  our  best  wheat-grow- 
ing land  will  always  keep  about  the  average 
talue,  and  that  the  money  will  be  got  more 
cheaply  in  London  for  this  purpose  than  for 
any  other ;  and  to  support  this  I  have  only  to 
quote  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
when  be  stated  that  the  Cheviot  loan  was 
floated  at  a  very  low  rate  because  it  was  a  land 
investment.  It  is. quite  likely  that  the  money 
for  these  investments  will  be  got  at  3^  per 
oent. ;  and  the  proposal  made  for  paying  off 
is  a  very  great  inducement  to  any  mortgagor, 
because  he  pays  his  1  per  cent,  extra  which 
goes  to  redeem  the  original  mortgage  sum, 
and  in  a  few  years'  time,  no  doubt,  a  pro- 
viiian  will  be  made  that  he  may  be  able 
to  pay  off  a  part  of  his  mortgage.  The  best 
part  of  the  Bill,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  stated,  ia  the  arrangement  under 
which  the  mortgage  can  be  secured  at  first.  At 
present,  sapposing  a  man  wished  to  raise  a 


mortgage  of  from  £1,500  to  £2,000,  and  suppos- 
ing he  had  an  overdraft  at  the  bank,  and  the 
bank  held  his  land  aa  security — it  matters  not 
how  good  his  security  might  be — by  the  time  he 
released  it  from  the  bank  and  got  his  mortgage 
it  would  cost  him  up  to  the  amount  of  £30. 
Thia  money  is  thrown  away.  He  has  to  pay 
the  procuration  fee,  the  valuation  fee  ;  he  has  to 
pay  two  lawyers,  and  by  the  time  the  accounts 
are  made  up  it  will  amount  to  the  sum  I  have 
named.  Under  this  Bill  I  suppose  £5  or  £6 
would  cover  the  whole  expense,  so  that  will 
help  to  pay  interest  for  half  a  year.  I  give  the 
Treasurer  my  hearty  support,  and  when  the 
Bill  is  in  Committee  I  will  assist  him  to  get 
it  made  a  workable  measure;  and  it  will  be 
hailed  with  satisfaction  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  another,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.  — I  hardly  think  I 
have  anything  new  to  say  on  this  Bill,  and  con- 
sequently I  shall  say  very  little ;  but  I  attach 
BO  much  importance  to  the  principle  in  the  Bill, 
and  consider  it  as  so  excellent  in  its  purpose, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  give  a  silent  vote.  Yet 
I  do  not  think  I  should  have  spoken  after  all 
but  for  the  fallacies — the  unconscious  fallacies, 
of  course — of  my  friend  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn.  And  he  stated  these  fallacies  with 
his  usual  emphasis  and  ability.  He  quoted  to 
the  House  more  than  once  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Ballancc  in  1892  of  his  non- 
borrowing  policy.  I  wish  to  speak  with  the 
utmost  respect  of  those  who  are  gone,  but,  while 
Mr,  Ballance's  views  may  have  been  suitable  for 
1892,  it  does  not  follow  that  these  views  would 
be  suitable  now.  Statesmanship,  where  no 
principle  is  involved,  is  a  system  of  adaptation 
to  circumstances;  and  the  only  question  for 
the  House  to  determine  is.  Will  this  Bill  help 
the  settlers  of  the  colony  ?  If  it  will,  then  it 
should  be  supported ;  if  it  will  not,  then  let  it 
disappear.  Then,  my  honourable  friend  chose 
to  tell  us  that  this  Bill  was  a  reintroduotion 
of  Vogel  and  all  his  works.  Why,  it  is  the  very 
opposite.  When  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  seek- 
ing election  in  1884,  immediately  before  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sit 
B.  Stout)  and  he  took  office,  he  made  a  distinct 
promise  that  he  would  provide  cheap  money 
for  farmers.  In  office  he  said  the  thing  was 
not  advisable,  and  they  heard  no  more  of  it ; 
but  the  necessity  remains  and  has  increased. 
Then,  my  honourable  friend  referred  with  his 
wonted  enthusiasm  to  the  old  Nelson  pioneers, 
who  wanted  no  money  from  Government — who 
went  on  their  sections  in  little  more  than  rags 
and  bags,  moleskins  and  blue  blouses.  All 
honour  to  theml  their  self-denial  ivas  ex- 
emplary. But  the  State  tenants  on  perpetual 
or  eternal  lease  must  just  do  the  same  thing. 
If  I  understand  the  Bill,  it  will  only  make 
advances  to  lessees  upon  their  improvements : 
that  is  to  say,  when  they  have  expended 
their  little  capital  in  making  certain  improve- 
ments they  will  get  aa  advance  thereupon 
to  help  them  to  make  still  more.  I  have 
been  on  the  sick-list,  and  have  not  heard  all  or 
many  of  the  speeches  on  the  Bill ;  but  per- 
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haps    the   speech    of    ray   honourable   friend 

the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell), 
which  I  did  hear,  might  be  accepted  as  a 
fair  and  able  exposition  of  those  opposed  to 
the  present  proposals.  For  fervid  opposition 
and  extreme  pessimism  I  am  not  likely  to 
meet  with  its  equal,  unless  indeed  the  speech 
of  my  honourable  colleague  (Mr.  Earnsbaw) 
may  be  classed  in  the  same  category.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  was 
sure  that  Government  loans  must  prove  an 
absolute  failure.  Look,  he  said,  at  the  Globo 
Assets,  the  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Com- 
pany, and  Harper  Brothers.  Why,  the  first 
two  institutions  are  both  offshoots  of  that  un- 
scrupulous and  discreditable  ring  which  ran 
the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand  to  bankruptcy.  Of 
Harper  Brothers  the  less  said  the  better.  Cer- 
tainly, if  the  Government  cannot  manage  with 
more  honesty  and  care  than  the  examples  cited, 
it  would  be  only  wise  to  let  the  business  alone : 
but  I  have  no  fears  on  this  point.  And,  to  my 
thinking,  nothing  is  more  desirable  than  to  help 
the  country  settlers,  who,  year  after  year,  are 
toiling  hard  and  eating  the  bread  of  sorrow  to 
find  heavy  interest  for  mortgagees,  who  do  not 
press  their  victims  out  of  existence  only  be- 
cause to  do  so  would  be  to  kill  the  goose  that 
lays  the  golden  eggs.  I  refer  in  this  connec- 
tion specially  to  financial  institutions.  This 
measure  will  not  only  give  the  mortgagors 
relief  in  a  reduced  payment  of  interest,  but 
will  also  deliver  them  from  the  serfdom  of 
an  absolute  control  of  some  financial  insti- 
tution to  which  they  must  sell  their  produce, 
and  from  which  they  mast  buy  their  supplies. 
And  in  this  special  portion  of  the  contract  lie 
commission,  storage,  brokerage,  discount,  ex- 
change, and  all  the  other  charges  by  which 
clients  Eire  mulcted  in  large  sums  for  very 
small  services.  To  all  this  I  think  it  only  due  to 
my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
add  that  this  Bill  appears  to  me  to  be  closely 
thought  out,  and  able  and  comprehensive  in  its 
details — much  more  so  than  any  Bill  dealing 
with  quite  a  new  order  of  business  generally 
is.  Of  course  t4iere  will  be  mistakes,  omissions, 
and  commissions.  It  is  quite  impossible  to 
strike  oR  a  complete  measure  at  one  heat ;  only 
practical  operation  can  show  that  there  may  be 
too  much  in  one  place  and  too  little  in  another. 
I  am  not  going  to  refer  to  the  objections  taken 
to  details;  they  have  been  already  iterated 
and  reiterated,  and  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  good 
deal  in  some  of  them.  I  may  just  say  that  I 
agree  with  those  who  object  to  lending  such 
large  amounts  as  £5,000  in  one  sum.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  there  might  not  be 
oases  in  which  it  would  be  proper  to  advance 
auoh  a  sum ;  but  it  is  the  struggling  settler 
whose  interests  I  am  concerned  for.  Again, 
going  to  London  for  money  I  most  heartily  dis- 
like, but  I  fear  remonstrance  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  on  this  point  is  hopeless.  Yet  I 
see  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  money  in  the 
oolony.  The  phrase,  "  a  hale  of  paper  and  a 
printing-press,"  which  was  long  sneered  at  by 
our  so-called  financiers,  is  now  forgotten,  but  it 
might  be  turned  to  good  account.  I  fail  to  see 
Ut.  W.  Hutchison 


why  State  debentures  could  not  be  used  for 
financial  purposes.  A  State  debenture  seems 
to  me  as  good  as  a  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
note,  and,  indeed,  a  good  deal  better.  But, 
without  going  any  further,  I  record  my  con- 
viction that  if  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law  it 
will  confer  a  great  boon  upon  the  oolony,  and 
many  a  struggling  settler  will  have  cause  to 
congratulate  himself  upon  having  a  load  of  care 
and  anxiety  lifted  ofi  his  mind. 

Mr.  PIRANL— Although,  Sir,  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  am 
not  like  my  honourable  friend  "the  member  for 
Waitemata,  who  has  been  converted  from  being 
a  supporter  of  the  Bill  to  being  an  opponent  of 
the  measure  by  the  arguments  he  heard  during 
the  debate. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— No. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — At  any  rate,  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther)  will 
admit  there  is  some  merit  in  the  discussion  on 
a  Bill  if  it  will  have  the  effect  of  changing  a 
man's  opinions  thereon.  At  the  same  time, 
I  beUeve  in  the  principle  of  cheap  money  to 
farmers,  and  in  following  that  out  I  am  only 
following  out  the  principle  initiated  by  the 
late  Mr.  Ballanoe,  when  he  carried  out  hii 
scheme  of  lending  money  to  village  settlers. 
Not  only  did  he  advocate  it,  but  he  carried 
it  out  to  the  extent  of  a  liability  of  £60,000 
on  the  colony.  Although  I  believe  in  cheap 
money  to  farmers,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  be- 
lieve in  the  system  laid  down  by  this  Bill.  It 
has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate  that 
one  objection  to  the  scheme  is  the  large  losses 
incurred  by  private  companies.  I  hold  that  is 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  this 
Bill.  Private  companies,  which  have  been  lend-  i 
ing  money  at  the  same  time  as  the  Government  | 
Insurance  Department  and  the  Public  Trust 
Office,  have  lost  large  sums  of  money,  and,  in 
many  instances,  have  forfeited  almost  tfaeii 
entire  capital,  while  these  Government  insti- 
tutions, which  provide  necessary  safeguards, 
have  been  able  to  lend  their  money  at  actual 
profit,  and  not  at  a  loss  at  all.  Another  argu- 
ment against  this  Bill  has  been  that  the  margin 
allowed  between  the  interest  wo  are  to  pay  foi 
the  money  and  the  interest  at  which  we  are  to 
lend  it  to  borrowers  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenses.  Now,  considering  that  the  Public 
Trust  Office  lends  its  money  out  at  a  margin  of 
lOs,  per  £100  to  cover  all  expenses,  and  makes  a 
profit  on  the  investment,  I  think  that  is  a  proof 
that  Government  institutions  can  manage  to 
lend  money  profitably  at  a  margin  of  1^  per 
cent.  Another  argument  used  B;gainst  the  Bill 
was  the  fact  of  Messrs.  Harper,  as  was  stated, 
losing  the  money  they  received  for  investment. 
If  the  Superintendent  of  this  cheap-money 
scheme  is  going  to  follow  the  system  adopted 
by  Messrs.  Harper,  undoubtedly  he  will  lose  the 
money  he  borrows ;  but  I  do  not  think  anybody 
Is  foolish  enough  to  suppose  that  he  is  going  to 
transfer  the  money  to  his  private  account  and 
"do  out  of  it"  those  who  have  lent  it  to  tbe 
oolony  for  investment.    That  is  as  ridiouloua  an 
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argament    as  could  have  been  urged  against 
the  Bill.     One  thing  in  the  Bill  I  object  to  is 
the  pro|iosal  to  appoint  Valuers.    We  have  in 
ix»meotioii  with  the  Government  departments 
now  numy  men  who  are  quite  able  to  value 
these  properties.    For  instance,  I  might  men- 
tion the  Crown  Lands  Bangers,  who  every  day 
of  their  lives  have  to  make  valuations  pretty 
nearly  the  same  as  are  proposed   under  this 
Bill.      Another  dangerous  proposal  contained 
in  this   Bill  is  to  create  a  number  of  Crown 
lawyers.      The  time,  I   hope,   will  yet  come 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  do  without  lawyers 
altogether;   bat  the  principle  in  this  Bill  is 
to  appoint  a  number   of   permanent  hiwyers, 
who  will  be  a  drag  upon  the  progress  of  this 
measnie.      We  should  reduce  to  a  minimum 
the  number  of  lawyers  it  will  be   necessary 
to  employ.     And  I  do  not  like  the  proposal 
to  appoint  so  many  officials  at  £1,000  a  year 
each,   with    prospective   billets   to    others  at 
high  rates  of  salary.    If  simple  forms  of  lend- 
ing the  money  are  devised,  and  the  titles  are 
brooght  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  there 
eannot  be  any  danger,  and  the  work  can  be 
performed  by  the  officers  at  present  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Government,  with  the  assist- 
ance  of  solicitors  brought  in  now  and  again 
when  required.    The  proposal  in  this  Bill  to 
lend  on  leasehold  is  a  perfectly  fallacious  one, 
and  I  cannot  understand  whoever  framed  the 
Bill  supposing  that  any  such  proposal  would  be 
B&ecti've  to  allow  of  money  being  lent  on  lease- 
liold.     If  you  turn  to  section  12  you  will  ace 
ttiat  one  of  the  conditions  of  lending  money  on 
these  leaseholds  is  that  "All  covenants  and 
conditions  on  the  lessee's  part  contained  or  im- 
plied in  the  lease  are  complied  with."    Now, 
what   are   the   covenants  ?     One   is   that   the 
leasee  mast  live  on  the  land  for  ten  years; 
■ad  do  you  mean  to  say  he  is  to  wait  for  ten 
years  before  he  can  take  advantage  of  this  Bill  ? 
Another  covenant  is  that   for  six  successive 
years  he  must  make  certain  improvements.  Are 
none  of  those  settlers  who  have  effected  their 
impiovements    prior    to  that  period   to    take 
advantage  of  the  Bill?    It  seems  to  me  that 
pnvision  is  simply  a  catch,  and  it  would  be 
much   better  for   the  Bill  and  for   the    per- 
petoal-lease  holders  if  this  class  were  left  en- 
tirely ont  of  the  Bill,  and  they  were  enabled 
to  raise  money  by  means  of  the  Trustee  Act 
Amendment  Bill  introduced  at  an  earlier  part 
of  the  session.     There  is  also  no  provision  in 
tiut  part  of  the  Bill  in  reference  to  the  leases 
ta  licenses  on  the  system  known  as  occupation 
with  a  right  to  purchase.     We  know  very  well 
that  in  the  last  Land  Bill  this  system  was  sub- 
atitnted  for  the  old  perpetual  lease ;  and  I  do 
not  see  why  selectors  who  take  up  land,  and 
eaonot  get  their  title  for  twelve  years,  should 
not  be  Mle  to  get  money  just  as  well  as  people 
who  hold  land  under  perpetual  lease  with  a 
light  to  purchase,  or  a  lease  in  perpetuity.    Be- 
ndes,  it  seems  to  me  that  throughout  the  Bill 
there  are  many  evidences  of  careless  and  loose 
drafting.     In  clause  31   there  is  a  provision 
intended  to  prevent  the  Treasurer  from  selling 
the  bonds  under  an  amount  which  would  realise 
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4  per  cent.  ;  but  by  the  careless  drafting  of  that 
provision  it  prevents  anybody  who  holds  bonds 
or  debentures  under  this  Act  from  selling  them 
under  par,  providing  they  are  raised  at  i  per 
cent.  Does  anybody  suppose  for  a  minute  that 
such  a  ridiculous  provision  should  be  imposed  7 

Mr.  WARD. — It  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  PI R AN L— The  Treasurer  says  it  is 
absolutely  necessary.  I  should  like  to  ask 
him  how,  before  the  sale  and  transfer  of  these 
bonds, — which  can  be  transferred  in  the  ordi- 
nary way, — is  he  going  to  find  out  the  price  the 
seller  quits  the  bonds  for?  Is  he  going  to  aak 
every  transferee  what  he  takes  for  his  bonds  ? 
Or  is  it  simply  intended  to  apply  to  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  selling  these  bonds  ?  If  it  is 
simply  intended  to  apply  to  the  Government 
alone,  then  the  Government  should  Bay  so  and 
make  it  clear,  and  not  leave  it  in  the  loose  way 
it  is  provided  for  in  this  clause.  It  seems 
to  me.  Sir,  that  this  Bill  has  undergone  a  sort 
of  process  of  evolution.  When  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  spoke  at  Oamaru  ho  gave  us  to  under- 
stand that  the  lines  under  which  this  scheme 
was  to  be  promoted  were  clearly  laid  down, 
and  that  it  was  not  to  interfere  with  any  finan- 
cial institution,  and  the  Government  had  fully 
determined  on  the  course  they  were  going  to 
take.  In  the  Governor's  Speech  this  paragraph 
occurs : — 

"  Some  effort  should  now  be  made  by  whioh 
the  Government,  without  incurring  dangerous 
obligations,  may  aid  private  enterprise  to  avail 
themselves,  on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  vast 
supplies  of  Knglish  capital,  the  holders  of  which 
are  only  awaiting  openings  for  secure  invest- 
ments." 

This  Bill  does  not  seem  much  like  private 
enterprise  availing  itself  on  reasonable  terms  of 
the  vast  supplies  of  English  capital.  It  is  more 
like  the  Government,  instead  of  private  enter- 
prise, availing  itself  of  the  opportunity  of  get- 
ting cheap  money.  The  Colonial  Treasurer, 
in  his  speech  at  Oamaru,  told  us  that  the 
money  was  only  to  be  lent  on  freehold.  Under 
the  Bill  we  have  several  other  ycurities :  and 
in  his  Financial  Statement,  also,  he  tells  us 
the  money  is  to  be  raised  by  means  of  inscribed 
stock.  But  the  Bill  gives  us  not  only  land- 
bonds  but  the  raising  of  money  by  debentures, 
and  after  it  has  been  raised  by  loan  we  are  to 
go  through  the  expensive  process  of  converting 
it  into  inscribed  stock.  I  think  the  first  sug- 
gestions of  the  Colonial  Treeisurer  very  much 
better  than  those  brought  down  in  this  Bill, 
and  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  that  he 
has  so  far  departed  from  his  original  proposals 
as  to  put  forth  the  objectionable  details  we 
have  before  us  in  the  present  Bill.  I  think, 
if  the  Oovemment  had  confined  the  borrow- 
ing enthrely  to  acting  as  agents  for  those  who 
wanted  to  get  money,  by  establishing  an  office 
in  this  colony  and  another  office  in  London,  by 
means  of  which  settlers  could  get  advances  on 
their  mortgages  with  the  Government  guaran- 
tee, tliat  would  not  create  the  alarm  that  is 
bound  to  be  created  in  the  minds  of  capitalists 
in  the  Home-country  when  wo  go  before  them 
with  a  proposal  for  a  million-and-a-half  loon 
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every  year  for  Goodness  knows  how  many  years. 
That  is  not  only  likely  to  do  harm  to  the 
colony  in  connection  with  these  loans  them- 
Belves,  but  will  damage  our  credit  at  Home, 
and  will  undoubtedly  scare  a  good  many  in- 
Teators  from  sending  their  money  to  the  colony 
independently  of  the  Government.  There  is 
another  feature  in  the  Bill  which  I  think  a 
mistake,  and  that  is  making  the  term  of  those 
loans  thirty-six  years  and  a  half.  Considering 
the  manner  in  which  interest  is  coming  down 
at  Home,  it  is  beyond  question  that  within 
twenty  years  the  rates  of  interest  will  be  very 
much  lower  tlian  they  are  at  the  present  day  ; 
and  I  think  if  we  limited  the  time  to  twenty 
years  it  would  be  much  better  than  to  oommit 
ourselves  to  pay  4  or  3i  per  cent,  to  those  who 
lend  the  naouey,  for  the  next  thirty-six  years 
and  a  half.  There  is  also  a  difficulty  that  will 
occur  through  persons  who  are  able  to  pay 
back  their  loans  being  compelled  to  make  a 
loss  on  their  repayments  of  1  per  cent.  That 
is  a  difficulty  that  should  not  be  allowed  to 
interpose  between  the  success  and  non-success 
of  a  scheme  like  this,  and  it  is  a  crude  method 
of  allowing  borrowers  to  pay  off  their  encum- 
brances. It  will  have  the  effect  of  putting  a 
burden  on  these  people,  because  we  are  bor- 
rowing for  an  extended  period,  and  if  their 
loans  were  shortened  to  twenty  years  it  would 
enable  the  Government  to  make  a  difference 
in  this  respect,  and  would  not  impose  such  a 
heavy  burden  on  settlers  as  compelling  them  to 
pay  1  per  cent,  for  thirty-six  years  and  a  half. 
The  question  of  cheap  money  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  part  of  the  Government  policy.  It  was 
advocated  before  the  election  by  the  Premier 
at  New  Plymouth,  and  during  the  recess  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  Oamaru,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  accordance  with  those  pledges 
the  Government  were  bound  to  bring  down 
some  scheme  for  carrying  out  the  principle  of 
cheap  money  to  farmers.  I  dare  say  we  shall 
be  able,  in  Committee,  to  do  a  great  deal  in 
the  direction  of  modifying  the  objectionable 
features  of  the.Echeme  ;  and  if  we  can  do  that, 
and  make  the  Bill  a  more  reasonable  and  more 
workable  measure  than  it  appears  to  be  at  pre- 
sent, I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  conducive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  settlers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  HASSEY. — I  wish.  Sir,  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  has  stated  that  I  told  the  House 
I  was  first  of  all  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  but  that 
my  opinions  had  been  changed  by  the  argu- 
ments I  heard  used  against  it.  What  I  told  the 
House  was  this :  When  I  first  heard  of  the  pro- 
posal I  was  inclined  to  regard  it  with  favour, 
out,  after  studying  the  BiU  and  perceiving  how 
many  objectionable  features  it  contained,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony  if  it 
became  law. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  has  told  us  that  the 
oheap-money  scheme  was  part  of  the  policy  put 
before  the  colony  during  the  last  election,  and 
he  instanced  as  a  proof  of  this  that  the  Premier 
mentioned  the  proposal  at  New  Plymouth.  He 
Hr.  Pirani 


could  have  gone  a  little  further  and  stated  that 
the  Government  tried  to  sound  the  opinion  of 
the  colony  in  more  ways  than  this  one ;  but 
in  what  manner? — By  flying  pilot-balloons,  first 
one  method,  and  then  another.  One  of  these 
was  put  before  the  colony  by  the  organ  in  this 
city  which  represents  the  great  Liberal  party, 
the  principle  being  that  the  Government  should 
simply  take  up  the  position  of  agent  for  the 
English  money-lender,  and  that  it  should  itself 
undertake  none  of  the  responsibility  involved  in 
this  Bill  at  all ; — a  very  different  position  alto- 
gether. For  my  own  part,  knowing  the  diffi- 
culties of  country  settlers,  my  sympathy  must 
necessarily  be  with  them  in  their  need  for 
cheap  money;  but  I  have  never  been  able  to 
see  that  it  would  be  safe  for  a  colony  like  this, 
so  heavily  indebted  as  it  already  is  to  the  foreign 
money-lender,  to  go  into  the  money-market  for 
the  purpose  of  borrowing  to  lend  to  settlers  after- 
wards. Reference  has  been  made  to  the  great 
losses  sustained  by  companies  and  individuals 
who  have  in  the  past  lent  money  to  country 
settlers,  and  to  others ;  but  it  has  been  stated,  I  | 
think,  by  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru 
that  the  Government  would  be  in  a  safer  posi- 
tion than  would  a  company  or  private  indivi- 
dual, and  as  a  proof  of  that  he  instanced  the 
small  losses  sustained  by  the  Government  Life 
Insurance  Department  and  the  Public  Trus- 
tee. Sir,  these  institutions  h8.ve  not  been  lend- 
ing money  to  settlers  for  a  sufficiently  long 
period  to  admit  of  our  judging  what  their  losses 
may  yet  be.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  yet  to 
eay  how  the  current  investments  of  these  two 
institutions  in  the  shape  of  mortgages  will  even- 
tually wash  out :  in  fact,  no  one  can  say  that 
their  losses  may  not  eventually  be  very  much 
heavier,  when  the  current  engagements  termi- 
nate. And  it  must  be  recollected  that  these  two 
institutions  have  lent  money  in  altogether  dif- 
ferent circumstances  from  those  that  are  pro- 
posed in  the  present  Bill.  The  Public  Trustee, 
for  instance,  has  had  only  limited  sums  avail- 
able, and  has  practically  been  able  to  choose 
his  securities.  Under  this  Bill,  on  the  other 
hand,  great  expectations  have  been  raised  in 
the  minds  of  settlers  who  have  very  indifferent 
securities  to  offer,  and  the  clamour  for  money 
will  be  proportionately  great,  and  so  the  Govern- 
ment risk  will  eventually  increase  beyond  what 
those  two  institutions  have  been  called  upon 
to  face.  Reference  has  been  made  to-night  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccartou  to  the 
squandering,  the  "swindling,"  and  log-rolling 
era  of  the  Stout- Vogel  Government. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Oh,  no  I  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  entirely  mistaken  my  posi- 
tion, and  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No,  Sir;  if  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  has  any  denial  to  make  I  will 
accept  his  denial,  of  course,  at  once.  He  made 
use  of  words  to  that  effect,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stood him.  I  recollect  that  in  the  session  of 
1885  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Stout- Vogel 
Government  with  a  tremendous  flourish  of 
trumpets,  the  title  of  it  being  the  Local  Bodies' 
Finance  and  Powers  Bill.  Its  provisions  pur- 
ported to  secure  an  assured  finance  to  the  local 
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bodies  of  the  colony  by  tbe  payment  of  annual 
inbsidies  amounting  to  £300,000  a  year  for  a 
period  of  twenty-five  yeaia,  and  members  ropro- 
-senting  country  districts  were  challenged  to 
vote  against  this  bribe  offered  to  the  farmers 
-and  settlers :  in  fact,  before  the  session  com- 
menced at  all  I  was  challenged  by  a  prominent 
Government  officer  to  give  any  opposition  to 
each  a  proposal.  I  told  him  at  once  I  would 
oppose  it  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  power : 
ana,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Stont-Vogel 
Qovemment,  the  condemnation  of  tbe  country 
members  was  so  general  that  when  the  Bill 
came  out  of  Committee  scarcely  a  shadow  of 
its  former  self  was  left.  Now,  judging  from  the 
criticism  to  which  this  Bill  has  been  subjected 
from  the  Government  side  of  the  House,  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
lather  sorry  he  has  introduced  such  a  Bill  as  is 
now  before  us. 

Mr.  WARD. — Not  at  all ;  quite  the  opposite. 

Mr.  BUCH.iNAN.  — .4.t  all  events,  I  invite 
members  representing  country  districts  to  take 
coniage  and  give  effect  to  what  I  feel  sure  their 
opinions  are  upon  this  measure  by  following 
the  example  of  1S33,  and,  if  they  do  not  throw 
it  oat  altogether,  I  earnestly  hope  tbcy  will,  at 
all  events,  so  cut  it  down  as  to  reduce  its  power 
for  mischief.  For  my  part,  I  look  on  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  Bill  with  serious  alarm.  As  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  listen  to  the  discussion, 
— and  what  I  have  heard  is  confined  to  what 
was  said  this  evening,  bccaase  I  was  unfor- 
tunately absent  in  the  country  upon  the  first 
night  of  the  discussion, — it  would  appear  as  if 
the  borrowing  country  settlers  alone  were  to  bo 
considered.  I,  Sir,  take  the  wider  view  of  my 
duty,  that  I  represent  ail  classes  of  settlers,  and 
I  therefore  wish  to  know  wliat  compensation 
there  is  to  the  general  taxpayers  of  the  colony 
for  the  enormous  risk  that  the  Government 
propose  to  undertake  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  I  looked  through  the  tariff  a  few 
days  ago  and  incidentally  observed  that,  on 
such  an  article  of  common  use  in  every  house, 
hold  throughout  the  colony  as  currants,  we  are 
now  paying  a  Customs  duty  of  not  less  than 
133  per  cent.  On  kerosene,  an  article  of  com- 
mon use  in  every  household,  wo  actually  pay 
80  per  cent. ;  and  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  looks 
over  the  tariff  he  will  find  lots  of  similar  cases 
throughout ;  and  yet  we  are,  by  this  Bill,  to  run 
the  risk  of  having  to  put  an  additional  burden 
npon  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony !  Cheap 
money,  I  admit,  is  an  attractive  thing,  but  yet 
it  is  accompanied  by  these  and  other  serious 
drawbacks,  one  of  the  most  important  being 
that,  just  as  under  the  Vogol  policy  of  squander- 
ing and  extravagant  expenditure  inaugurated 
in  1870,  so  onr  settlers  will,  in  many  coses,  be 
tempted  to  borrow  money  under  this  Bill  for 
expenditure  upon  unprofitable  purposes,  yield- 
ing little  return  to  meet  the  interest  they  have 
to  pay  the  Government,  let  alone  leave  a  margin 
for  profit.  The  private  lender,  again,  rightly 
holds  the  character  of  the  l>orrowcr  to  be  an 
important  consideration,  but  the  Government 
would  bo  unable  to  give  any  consideration 
whatever  to  this  important  feature,  and  there 


is  therefore  another  risk  added  to  the  operation 
of  this  Bill.  Then,  if  we  ask  what  has  created 
the  necessity,  if  any,  for  such  a  Bill  as  this, 
the  answer  must  be  that,  until  the  present  Go. 
vemment  came  into  office,  the  price  of  money 
advanced  to  settlers  was  coming  down  rapidly  ; 
but  under  the  distrust  created  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  present  Government  the  extra- 
ordinary fact  arose  that,  although  the  price  of 
money  in  England  was  falling  year  by  year, 
the  reverse  process  was  unmistakably  going  on 
here,  interest  not  only  getting  higher,  but  the 
margin  required  by  the  lender  also  steadily  in- 
creasing; so  that  now  we  have  many  settlers 
— as  stated  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  himself — 
who  are  unable  to  renew  their  mortgages  ex- 
cept at  higher  rates.  No  condemnation  upon 
the  Government  could  possibly  be  greater  than 
what  has  been  admitted  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer himself;  and  he  must  accept  for  his 
Government  the  blame  of  any  necessity  what- 
ever for  the  introduction  of  such  a  measure  as 
this.     Then,  we  have  the  Government  once 

12  30  '^S^''^  claiming .  credit  because  the 
■  colony's  securities  in  the  London  mar- 
ket hold  a  superior  position  to  those  of  the 
Australian  Colonies.  Well,  Sir,  that  is  not  a 
fair  position  to  take  up,  because  wo  all  know 
the  abnormal  condition  of  Australian  securi- 
ties is  owing  to  the  banking  crisis  and  other 
special  causes.  But  let  us  compare  the  se- 
curities of  New  Zealand  with  those  of  other 
colonies  which  have  not  gone  through  the 
special  financial  misfortunes  the  Australian 
Colonies  have  had  to  sustain,  and  wo  find  tho 
Canadian  3J-per-oent3 — I  am  quoting  from  the 
latest  edition  of  the  London  Times — were  stated 
in  August  last  at  106 ;  the  Cape  3J-per-cent3 
stood  at  105  to  106 ;  while  tbe  little,  insignifi- 
cant Colony  of  Natal,  with  a  mere  handful  of 
European  inhabitants,  stood  at  103j^  to  103|. 
Can  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  Sir,  find  any  great 
source  of  pride  in  the  fact  that  the  3J-per- 
cents  of  New  Zealand  at  that  date  stood  at 
99  to  101? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— At  vnhat  date  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Tho  8th  August. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— My  information  is 
of  the  9th  August. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  Sir,  I  am  informed 
that  in  last  night's  paper  wo  have  the  New 
Zealand  SJ-per-cents  cabled  at  103.  That  is 
not  tho  first  time  that  the  same  figure  has  been 
cabled,  but  I  have  failed  to  find  confirmation 
of  it  in  any  of  the  official  lists  that  have  subse- 
quently come  to  hand.  It  does  appear  to  me 
as  if  somebody  at  the  other  end  is  engaged 
in  trying  to  boom  New  Zealand  securities  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the 
Government  on  those  benches.  Now,  Sir,  a 
word  as  to  bod-rock  values  —  that  misleading 
phrase  coined  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  If  it 
meant  anything  at  all  it  meant  that  we  had 
arrived  at  bed-rock  in  the  values  of  land,  and 
that  it  was  therefore  perfectly  safe  to  lend 
money  at  the  present  time.  This  is  only  an- 
other illustration  of  the  scanty  consideration 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  given  to 
the  numerous  Bills  he  has  put  before  us  this 
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session.  Let  us  accept  it,  for  the  sake  of 
BiKoment,  to  be  true  that  we  have  arrived  at 
bed-rock  values,  and  that  the  statement  would 
apply  to  any  valuations  made  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Bill  during  the  current  year ; 
but  let  us  also  suppose — and  I  hope  it  will  he 
the  case — that  next  year  we  had  an  advance 
of  10  per  cent,  on  New  Zealand  produce.  We 
should  at  once  have  a  proportionate  increase 
in  the  valuations  made  by  the  Government 
Valuers  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill,  and 
BO  on  in  succeeding  years,  the  values  vsirying 
according  to  the  values  of  New  Zealand  pro- 
duce, and  the  margin  of  one-third  liable  to 
disappear  as  much  larger  margins  have  pre- 
viously disappeared.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  intended  to  con- 
vey to  the  Houie  and  the  country  when  he 
spoke  of  bed-rock  values?  It  means  that  the 
phrase  is  worse  than  valueless,  because  it  is 
absolutely  deceiving  and  misleading.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  Treasurer  meant  it  to  be  so, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  so.  Then,  as  to 
the  margin  of  one-third:  I  hope  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  realises  that  the  House  will 
not  give  the  Government  tliis  Bill  with  such 
a  email  margin  of  security.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  see  that  it  would  very  speedily 
disappear  under  many  circumstances  that  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  by  detailing.  I  am 
sure,  when  the  Bill  goes  to  Committee, — if  it 
gets  that  length, — the  House  will  insist  upon  a 
margin  of  one-half.  Then  we  come  to  the 
questitin  of  advances  on  improvements  to  lease- 
holds. Sir,  this  is  quite  a  new  development 
altogether,  so  far  as  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned. I  turn  to  Hansard  of  1891,  and  I  wish 
to  quote  a  sentence  or  two  from  a  speech  from 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  on  the  Land 
Bill  of  that  year.  He  goes  on  to  say  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  told  that  there 
is  no  system  equal  to  freehold  ;  and  it  is  gene- 
rally supposed  that  the  large  majority  of  the 
farmers  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  are 
their  own  landlords — arc  the  real  owners  of 
the  particular  farms  they  cultivate  and  work. 
Now,  I  am  sure  that  members  in  this  House 
will  bo  astonished  when  I  tell  them  that,  by 
very  careful  calculations  that  have  been  made, 
it  has  been  found  that  about  one-half  of  the 
farmers  at  the  present  moment  are  mortgaged 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  interest  they  have  to 
pay  is  equal  to  a  rack-rent.  About  one  half  of 
the  farmers  are  not  the  owners  at  all  of  the 
land  that  they  cultivate." 

Now,  here  we  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  for  the  farmer  rack-rented 
by  the  interest  on  his  mortgage.  What  is  the 
position  under  this  Bill?  Let  us  take  the 
leaseholders  on  Cheviot  and  Pomahaka.  They 
will  first  be  rack-rented  by  the  Government  on 
the  unimproved  value  of  their  land,  and  sub- 
sequently will  have  aa  additional  burden  in 
the  shape  of  a  mortgage  on  their  improve- 
ments. But  one  would  suppose  that  the  wish 
in  the  session  of  1891  was  that  the  farmers 
should  be  relieved  from  all  mortgages.  But 
as  time  has  gone  on,  and  fresh  demands  have 
ilr.  Buchanan 


been  made  on  the  Government,  they  now  in- 
augurate a  system  of  lending  money  on  im- 
provements. Now,  what  will  be  the  valae  of 
the  security  in  many  cases  obtained  by  the 
Government  in  the  shape  of  improvements? 
The  Minister  of  Lands  received  a  deputation 
not  many  weeks  ago  from  the  Pahiatua  dis- 
trict. The  position  of  these  settlers  was  that, 
although  they  had  felled  hundreds  of  acres  of 
bush,  they  had  been  unable  to  burn,  though  it 
had  in  some  oases  cost  from  £1 10s.  to  £1  ISe. 
an  acre  to  do  so.  The  land  was  of  less  valoB 
than  if  a  single  shilling  had  never  been  ez- 

E ended  upon  it  at  all,  because  the  bush  had 
een  felled  and  they  were  not  able  to  bum  it. 
Then,  there  are  other  cases  where  Iiundreds  of 
acres  of  scrub  are  felled  which,  after  a  few 
years,  grows  up  just  as  bad  as  it  was  before. 
In  other  cases  we  sow  grass-seed,  and  the  grass 
will  only  last  two  or  three  years,  and  vetv 
likely  it  wUl  be  impossible  to  make  the  land 
take  grass  by  surface-sowing  at  any  later  period. 
Tlie  Government  may  lend  money  on  improve- 
ments of  this  character,  and  the  security  may 
disappear  entirely,  and  be  perfectly  valueless. 
In  the  case  of  fencing  and  buildings,  and  any- 
thing else  constructed  of  a  perishable  material, 
what  would  be  the  value  of  them  at  the  end 
of  thirty-six  years  ?  Why,  Sir,  they  would  bo 
largely  valueless.  Under  this  Bill  also,  al- 
thougli  the  money  may  be  cheap  at  5  per  cent, 
today — though  1  deny  it  is  so — what  will  bo 
the  case  in  twenty  or  thirty  years?  It  will 
be  very  much  cheaper  than  it  is  now,  and  the 
settlers  who  borrow  now  will  then  have  a 
liability  on  their  backs  which  they  will  he  very 
glad  to  get  rid  of.  The  Government  have 
brought  in  this  Bill  under  the  false  pretence 
of  being  a  non-borrowing  Government,  and  we 
know  the  various  catch-phrases  used  by  the 
Premier  during  the  elections ;  and  yet  this 
non-borrowing  Government  have  been  shown 
to  have  increased  the  debt  of  the  colony  by  a 
million  and  tliree  quarters  during  their  term  of 
office.  They  have  now  come  out  in  their  true 
colours,  and  the  country  is  recognising  this 
fact.  I  paid  a  short  visit  to  my  constituency 
last  week,  and  I  wa^  astonished  to  find  some 
of  my  strongest  opponents  at  the  last  election 
informing  me  that  in  future  they  would  be 
very  sorry  to  support  the  Government,  as  t^ 
Government  had  departed  from  their  pledges 
of  non-borrowing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  not  sorry  for  that, 
are  you  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Hon.  the  Premier 
will  be  if  he  visits  Greytown,  as  he  did  duxiog 
the  last  elections :  ho  will  find  what  the  settlers 
there  have  to  tell  him.  The  late  Premier,  Mr. 
Ballonce,  learned  a  lesson  at  the  elections  of 
1887 ;  but  the  present  Government  have  for- 
gotten that  lesson,  and  they  will  find  that  at 
the  next  election  they  will  meet  the  same  fate 
as  did  the  Stout-Yogel  Government. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to 
say  anything  on  this  Bill  to-night,  and  would 
not  do  so  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  perhaps 
my  silence  might  be  misunderstood  both  by 
the  House  and  by  my  constituents.    I  am  not 
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^ing  to  say  anything  bard  on  tho  Oolonial 
Trestsarer,  as  he  has  had  such  a  hot  night  of  it 
already.  Almost  every  speaker  who  has  spoken 
to-night  haa  condemned  the  Bill.  Some  of 
those  who  are  going  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  have  condemned  it  in  tlie 
strongest  manner  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  ore  going  to  vote  for  it 
all  the  same,  and  eo  are  you. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— No ;  I  will  not  vote  for 
it.  I  shall  take  my  own  course  in  the  matter. 
This  Bill  has  been  so  fully  discussed  that  I  have 
no  Irish  to  travel  over  the  same  ground  again. 
Bat  there  is  one  point  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to,  and  which  I  think  has  been  over- 
looked by  every  member  who  has  spoken  on  the 
Bill,  and  that  is,  that  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  only  relate  to  freeholders  who  hold  land 
under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  of  1885.  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  who  represent  country  districts,  and 
-old-settled  districts  like  that  which  I  represent 
myself,  to  this  :  that  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  not  5  per  cent,  of  the  settlers 
in  these  old-settled  districts  can  possibly  come 
mider  its  provisions.  The  condition  under 
which  the  money  is  to  be  advanced  is  only  to 
settlers  who  hold  the  land  under  "  The  Land 
Transfer  .Act,  1885";  and  all  other  settlers,  and 
the  old  settlers  of  the  colony,  are  practically 
<but  out  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer  intended 
that  or  not. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — They  can  bring  their  land 
ondcr  the  Aet. 

Mr.  TH05IPS0N.— It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  say,  "  They  can  bring 
their  land  under  the  Act,"  but  he  must  know 
very  little  about  these  things,  or  else  he  would 
not  talk  so  lightly  about  it.  The  expense  of 
bringing  land  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  is 
•0  excessive  and  troublesome  that  very  few 
endeavour  to  do  so,  unless  they  have  doubtful 
titles  or  are  compelled  to  do  so.  Not  5  per 
«nt.  of  the  freeholders,  unless  they  have  doubt- 
ful titles,  have  endeavoured  to  bring  their  land 
imder  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Transfer  Act. 
I  am  surprised  to  find  so  many  members  get 
op  and  support  the  Bill,  and  speak  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  without  having  noticed 
this  point :  in  fact,  I  must  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  great  many  honourable  members 
who  have  spoken  have  never  read  tho  Bill  at 
all.  Take,  for  instance,  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchi- 
son). He  praised  the  Bill  in  the  most  glowing 
language,  and  said  it  is  going  to  assist  the  toil- 
ing settlers — the  settlers  who  have  been  toiling 
for  years  and  years  and  years.  Why,  it  will 
DOS  assist  one  of  these  old  settlers  my  honour- 
able friend  referred  to.  Not  one  of  them  can 
take  advantage  of  the  operation  of  this  Bill : 
vnless  he  goes  to  tho  expense  of  bringing  his 
land  under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Transfer 
Act,  not  one  of  them  can  borrow  a  shilling 
imdet  it.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  if  that  is  the 
intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer — whether  it 
it  10  or  not  I  do  not  know — of  course,  that  is  a 
aiattet  which  can  be  put  right  in  Committee— 


if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
I  think  he  will  make  more  enemies  through- 
out the  colony  than  friends  by  the  introduction 
of  tliis  Bill ;  because  I  fail  to  see  why  the 
whole  of  tho  old  settlers  of  the  colony  should 
be  called  upon  to  go  security  for  large  sums 
of  money  to  be  lent  out  to  newer  settlors  who 
have  come  to  the  country  during  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years,  while  they  themselves  would  reap 
no  benefit  from  it.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  I  think 
it  would  be  better  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  drop  this  Bill  altogether.  The  honourable 
gentleman  shakes  his  hood ;  but  I  venture  to 
sa^  that  when  this  Bill  comes  out  of  Com- 
mittee it  will  come  out  in  such  a  state  that 
he  will  not  recognise  it ;  and  I  think,  myself,  it 
would  be  far  bettor  to  drop  this  Bill  altogether, 
and  confine   his  operations  to  the  money  he 

groposes  to  raise  under  another  Bill  now  on  the 
irder  Paper — the  Consolidated  Consols  Bill. 
If  the  Treasurer  would  do  that  I  believe  he 
would  get  a  very  generous  support  in  this 
House  and  the  country.  If  you  drop  this  Bill 
you  can  go  on  with  your  other  Bill,  to  raise  a 
million  of  money  every  year  in  Consols  and  re- 
lend  it  to  settlers.  If  you  do  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  go  to  the  London  money-market. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  remit  your  interest 
year  after  year  to  London.  I  think  you  will 
find  such  a  proposal  as  that  will  be  much  more 
acceptable  to  the  taxpayers  throughout  the 
colony  than  the  proposals  under  this  Bill. 
Then,  the  proposals  under  this  Bill  are  such 
a  departure  from  the  policy  contained  in  the 
Budget  that  I  think,  before  this  House  sup- 
ports such  a  Bill,  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony 
should  bo  consulted.  For  my  part,  I  cannot 
even  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
I  have  no  wish  to  ofler  any  opposition  to  the 
Bill  if  I  could  conscientiously  support  it,  but  I 
am  not  going  to  condemn  the  BUI,  as  other 
members  have  done,  and  then  support  the 
second  reading.  When  the  Bill  goes  into  Com- 
mittee I  shall  certainly  use  my  right  as  a 
member  of  this  House  to  object  to  everything 
in  the  Bill  that  I  disapprove  of,  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  shall  take  a  division  on  every 
clause  which  I  do  not  approve  of.  I  think  the 
Government,  by  bringing  down  a  Bill  such  as 
this,  and  a  measure  that  has  never  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  ratepayers,  are  not  doing  what  is 
right.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no  one  mem- 
ber sitting  in  this  House  at  the  present  time 
who  has  ever  discussed  such  a  question  as  this 
before  his  constituents,  and  I  say  in  the  most 
friendly  manner  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that 
I  think  it  is  hardly  a  fair  position  for  the  Qo- 
vornment  to  place  their  supporters  in — to  bring 
down  a  Bill  like  this  as  a  policy  measure,  to 
make  it  a  party  question  and  expeot  their  sup- 
porters to  carry  it  through.  We  have  all  to 
answer  to  our  constituents,  and  we  have  all 
our  responsibilities,  equally  with  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches, 
and  I,  for  one,  will  always  endeavour,  as  for 
as  I  possibly  can,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
those  who  sent  me  here.  At  the  same  time  I 
regret  to  have  to  do  what  might  appear  as 
being  in  opposition  to  the  Qovemmeut.      How- 
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ever,  wa  all  know  the  position  we  occupy  in 
this  House,  and  we  must  endeavour  to  do  our 
duty.  Then,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  to 
lend  money  to  two-thirds  of  the  value,  f  ob- 
ject to  that  altogether.  That  is  a  matter  whioh 
has  been  fully  discussed,  and  therefore  I  need 
not  refer  to  it  again.  Another  objectionable 
feature  is  the  proposal  in  regard  to  loans  of 
£5,000.  That,  I  feel  certain,  the  Houso  will 
not  support.  I  quite  agree  with  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  that 
£1,000  should  be  the  maximum  limit.  The 
object  of  the  scheme,  I  understand,  and  have 
always  understood  since  the  proposals  were 
brought  dovm,  was  to  assist  small  settlers. 
Am  I  not  right  in  that?  That  is,  I  am  sure, 
the  impression  which  was  loft  on  every  member 
of  this  House.  Surely  the  proposaJ  to  lend 
sums  of  £5,000  cannot  be  held  to  be  a  proposal 
to  assist  the  small  settlers  of  the  colony.  A 
man  who  is  in  a  position  to  offer  securities  up 
to  £5,000  con  go  on  without  any  assistance  from 
the  Oovemment.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Com- 
mittee, I  think  that  is  one  of  the  alterations 
which  should  be  made — namely,  that  the  maxi- 
mum lent  should  be  £1,000.  With  reference 
to  the  proposal  about  lending  on  leasehold,  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  one  point.  The  Bill  says  in  lend- 
ing on  leaseholds  the  amount  lent  may  be  up 
to  one-half  "  the  lessee's  interest  in  the  lease." 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  is  replying  I 
should  like  him  to  explain  what  he  means  by 
that.  Does  the  lessee's  interest  in  his  lease 
mean  anything  more  than  his  improvements  ? 
docs  it  mean  anything  in  the  shape  of  the 
good- will  of  his  lease?  That  is  a  point  which 
should  be  made  clear  to  the  Houso.  Then, 
there  is  another  point  I  should  like  to  call 
the  honourable  gentleman's  attention  to.  It 
says  no  advance  is  to  bo  mode  on  the  secu- 
rity of  leaseholds  "until — (a)  All  covenants 
and  conditions  on  the  lessee's  part  contained 
or  implied  in  the  lease  are  complied  with." 
Now,  when  are  these  conditions  complied  with  ? 
Are  these  conditions  complied  with  annually, 
when  a  man  pays  his  rent  7  That  is  a  clause 
which  wants  explaining,  because,  to  my  mind, 
no  money  should  be  lent  to  leaseholders  before 
they  have  proved  by  sufficient  residence  on  their 
sections  that  they  are  likely  to  bo  permanent 
settlers.  And,  again,  no  money  should  be  lent 
on  improvements  except  improvements  of  a 
permanent  character.  For  instance,  a  man 
might  go  on  a  section  of  bush-land— be  might 
have  felted,  say,  fifty,  sixty,  or  a  hundred  acres 
of  bush.  The  following  season  might  be  wet, 
and  he  might  get  a  very  bad  burn..  Then  ho 
would  find  that  he  could  not  sow  his  grass,  and 
bis  money  would  run  short ;  and  in  many  cases 
men,  under  such  conditidns,  have  abandoned 
their  sections  altogether  ;  and  it  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  that  numbers  of  men  have  taken 
up  bush  sections  ia  this  provincial  district  with- 
out ever  having  looked  at  them,  and  at  very 
high  valuations,  and  niter  felling  the  bush,  and 
burning  it,  when  they  have  seen  the  land  they 
have  found  it  so  much  inferior  to  what  it  was 
represented  to  be  that  they  are  applying  for  a 
Mr,  Thompson 


revaluation  or  a  reduction  in  their  rent.  They 
state  that  unless  they  can  get  a  revaluation  or 
a  large  reduction  in  their  rent  they  will  b» 
obliged  to  abandon  the  sections,  the  land  being 
BO  much  inferior  to  what  they  expected  it  to 
be.  So  honourable  members  will  see  the  great 
danger  in  attempting  to  lend  money  on  lease- 
hold improvements.  However,  I  do  not  think 
the  Bill  is  likely  to  get  through  in  its  present 
shape :  in  fact,  I  look  upon  tho  present  Bill 
as  being  as  dead  as  Julius  Caesar,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  useless  waste  of  time  discussing  it. 
I  would  suggest  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  should  drop  this  Bill  altogether, 
go  on  with  his  Consols  Bill,  raiSe  a  million  and 
a  half  of  money  in  the  colony,  and  lend  it  to- 
small  farmers,  limiting  the  maximum  amount 
to  £1,000.  If  he  does  that,  then  I  believe  that 
he  can  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  tho  colony ; 
but  to  plunge  into  such  a  scheme  as  this  bor* 
rowing  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  and  lend- 
ing it  out  in  largo  sums  of  £5,000--I  say  the 
whole  scheme  is  of  such  a  reckless  character 
that  I,  for  one,  cannot  take  the  responsibility  of 
even  voting  for  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  GBAHAM. — A  largo  number  of  honoar- 
able  members  have  spoken  upon  this  Bill, 
and  wo  have  had  almost  an  equal  number  of 
different  opinions  expressed  upon  it.  Some 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  aide 
have  spoken  distinctly  against  the  Bill.  Iilost. 
of  those  who  have  spoken  in  its  favour  have 
done  so  in  a  qualified  manner.  Nearly  every 
one  who  has  promised  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  has  reserved  to  himself  the  right 
of  moving  important  amendments  when  tlie 
Bill  goes  into  Committee.  As  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  judge,  I  think  there  are  only 
two  or  three  members  who  have  swallowed 
the  Bill  whole.  Those  who  have  supported 
it  in  a  qualified  manner  have  done  so  for 
a  variety  of  reasons.  My  venerable  friend 
the  junior  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W. 
Hutchison)  told  the  House  that  the  proposal 
was  not  intended  to  give  to  new  or  struggling, 
settlers  the  benefit  of  the  money  when  they 
first  went  on  the  land — not  until  they  had 
made  sufficient  improvements  upon  it  to  en- 
able them  to  go  to  the  Government  and  say,. 
"  We  have  made  these  improvements  " — say  to 
the  value  of  £100 — "and  now,  perhaps,  the 
Government  will  lend  us  £50."  But,  before 
this  can  happen,  they  have,  according  to  my 
honourable  friend,  to  bear  tho  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day  as  best  they  can.  They  have  got  ta 
make  their  own  improvements.  To  do  this, 
they  must  first  get  aid  from  private  money- 
lenders, in  addition  to  u.'iing  their  own  bone 
and  sinew  before  the  Government  will  help 
them  in  any  way.  Tho  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  supported  the  Bill  for  quite  a 
different  reason.  Ho  supports  the  Bill  because 
ho  says  it  will  assist  new  settlers  who  are  open- 
ing up  new  country.  He  said,  '■  If  we  place 
people  on  the  land  they  must  also  havo  the 
wherewithal  to  work  it " :  and  I  agree  with  him ; 
but  the  Bill,  as  it  stands,  will  not  effect  that 
object.  The  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  pointed  out  that  leaseholders  could  only 
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have  adT&nces  npon  their  leaseholds  after  they 
have    complied   with    all   the    covenants   and 
conditions  of  theiz  leases,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us — he  is  a  member  of  a  Land 
Board,    and   probably   is  well   informed — that 
one  of  those  conditions  was  that  they  should 
be  resident  on  their  leaseholds  for  ten  years. 
I  believe  the  Treasurer  confirmed  that. 
Mr.  WARD.— No,  I  did  not. 
Mr.  PIRANI. — He  ought  to  have  done  so. 
Mr.    GRAHAM. — The  honourable  member 
says  the  Treasurer  ought  to  have  confirmed  it. 
■.f.        I  hope  that,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
'  '       is  not  able  to  confirm  it,  he  will  in 
his  reply  prove  that  it  was  incorrect ;  because 
if  it  is  a  fact  that  a  leaseholder  has  to  be  there 
ten  years  or  any  lesser  period — ^lot  it  be  five  if 
you  like — then  the  advances  to  leaseholders  are 
simply  a  myth.     At  any  rate,  whether  he  has 
to  be   ten  years  or  five  years,  ho  is  to  get  no 
advances  ontil  he  has  got  improvements  on  the 
ground  that  are  his  own  property  and  that  he 
can  borrow  upon.    He  cannot  borrow  on  the 
land    when    he    first   acquires   it,    to    enable 
him  to  malce  the  improvements  necessary  for 
him  to  obtain  a  living  from  it.     Supposing  a 
settler  takes  up  a  leasehold  unimproved,  of  the 
Taloe  of  £600 :  say  that  he  has  got  that  land, 
can  he  borrow  upon  it  ?    No. 
An  Hon.  Member. — On  improvements. 
Mr.  GRAHAM. — But  when  a  man  takes  up 
land  is  the  time  he  wants  assistance  to  meJce 
improvements.     It  is  useless  saying  to  him, 
"  After  you  have  made  improvements  on  your 
land  we  will  lend  you  money."    He  wants  the 
money  at  the  time  he  goes  upon  the  land,  if  it 
is  to  be  of  any  use  to  him  at  all.     When  the 
time  comes  that  he  has  made  such  considerable 
improvements  on  the  land  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  willing  to  lend  upon  them,  then  he  has 
very  nearly  reached  the  time  when  he  can  snap 
his  fingers  at  the  Government,  or  anybody  else 
in  the  shape  of  a  money-lender.     Now,  as  one 
of  those  who  have  supported  the  non-borrowing 
self-reliant  policy  of  the  late  Premier  of  the 
colony,   and  as  one  who  came   to  assist  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  and  continuing 
that  policy,  I  may  say  that  I  was  very  much 
astonished     at    the    magnitude    of    the    risk 
contained  in  the    financial   proposals  as  they 
irere  brought  down  by  the  Colonial.  Treasurer 
in  his  Financial  Statement ;  and  the  Bill  which 
is  before  us  now  for  the  provision  of  cheap 
money  was  one  that  staggered  me  as  much  as 
any  of  them.    It  has  been  said  by  the  support- 
en  of  this  measure   that  it  is  not  borrowing 
money  in  the  old   sense  in  which  the  colony 
has  been  used  to  borrowing,  inasmuch  as  the 
money   is   not    to   be   spent    directly    by   the 
colony,  but  to  be  advanced  to  the  settlers  on 
mortgage,  and  they  are  expected  to  pay  the 
interest.     But  as  far  as  the  lenders  of  the 
money  are  concerned,  tbey  will  lend  it  to  the 
colony,  not  to  the  individual  mortgagors,  and 
Uie  colony  is   responsible   to   the  bondholders 
ioi  the  interest.     That,  as  some  honourable 
gentleman  said  to-night,  will  be  a  half-yearly 
Rcafiing  item  which  must  be  met,  and  the 
edony  bae  got  to  take  the  chances  whether 


it  will  be  able  to  collect  the  interest  back 
again  from  the  borrowers.  In  as  far  as  this 
cheap-money  scheme  is  intended  to  be,  and 
can  be  shown  to  be,  in  the  interests  and  for  the 
advantage  of  struggling  settlers,  I  consider  it 
would  be  a  praiseworthy  policy,  deserving  of — 
and  it  will  receive — my  hearty  support ;  but  the 
settlers  who  require  it  most  are  the  very  ones 
who  cannot  get  it — that  is,  those  who  hold  the 
leases  in  perpetuity.  Also,  in  borrowing  money 
to  lend  to  the  settlers  we  ought  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  show  that  the  general  taxpayer  will 
not  be  called  upon  to  make  up  any  collateral 
liability.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  his  Finan- 
cial Statement,  said  that  the  first  essential  to 
the  successful  introduction  of  money  into  the 
colony  is  to  give  an  assurance  to  those  from 
whom  it  is  obtained  that  their  loan  is  safe.  I 
think  it  is  just  as  essential  that  wo  should 
see  that  the  general  taxpayer  is  also  secured 
against  any  collateral  liability  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  first  proposal  of  the  Treasurer,  as 
contained  in  the  Financial  Statement,  was 
that  the  money  should  be  limited  to  advances 
on  freehold  scoifrity  only.  To  this  ho  has 
added  now  the  lending  of  money  to  leaseholders 
in  perpetuity  and  perpetual-lease  holders  ;  and 
I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston, 
with  all  duo  deference  to  the  Treasurer,  has 
made  it  pretty  clear  that  it  will  be  of  little, 
if  any,  use  to  the  settlers  who  go  on  the  land 
at  the  present  time  under  these  forms  of 
tenure.  Then,  again,  is  the  difference  between 
what  wo  have  to  pay  and  what  we  receive  in 
interest,  even  if  we  make  no  loss  in  collection, 
sufficient  to  pay  the  working-expenses  of  man- 
aging this  concern?  The  Treasurer  proposes 
by  the  Bill  to  issue  bonds,  debentures,  and 
other  securities  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding £4  for  every  £100,  and  this  means  that 
he  may  give,  and  possibly  will  give,  £4  for  every 
£100  borrowed;  and  it  goes  on  to  say  that 
such  bonds,  debentures,  or  other  securities 
may,  for  the  purpose  of  temporary  advances,  be 
hypothecated  or  mortgaged  upon  such  terms 
as  to  interest  as  the  said  agents  may  deem 
expedient.  This  means  that  the  money  may  be 
borrowed  temporarily  at  even  more  than  i  per 
cent. ;  and,  supposing  we  borrow  it  partly  at  4 
and  partly  at  3}  per  cent.,  there  are  expenses 
coimected  with  the  borrowing  of  this  money — 
financial  agents,  and  other  expenses— and  the 
chances  are,  if  we  go  on  the  market  year  after 
year  for  a  million  and  a  half,  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  raise  it  at  par.  It  is  only  fair  we 
should  put  the  average  rate  at  which  it  would 
be  raised  at  4  per  cent.  If  we  borrowed  at  3^ 
percent,  the  difioiunoe  between  what  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  and  what  we  received 
would  be  £22,500 ;  hut  if  we  give  4  per  cent, 
the  difference  wotdd  be  only  £1S,000,  tuid  that 
would  mean  that  the  whole  of  the  expenses 
should  be  allowed  not  to  exceed  £15,0C0,  or  else 
the  taxpayers  would  be  called  upon  to  make 
up  any  deficiency.  The  Treasurer,  in  making 
his  statement,  said  that,  although  he  proposed 
to  carry  out  the  management  of  this  cheap- 
money  scheme  by  means  of  the  offices  already 
\  existing,  he  admitted  there  would  be  expenses, 
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and  went  on  to  enumerate  some  of  them,  and  1 
he  put  them  at  a  fairly  high  price.  He  thought 
it  would  require  ten  Valuers  at  £600,  making 
£6,000  ;  and  ten  Solicitors,  at  salaries  ranging 
from  £1,000  down  to  £400— say,  at  an  average 
of  £.700,  making  £7,000 :  or  a  total  of  £13,000 
for  these  two  items  alone.  Then,  the  Treasurer 
—and  I  think  he  was  perfectly  sincere  at  tlie 
time,  and  really  believed  it  —  sthid  that  the 
fees  we  should  derive  from  the  lending  of  the 
£1,500,000,  providing  it  was  lent  in  sums  at  an 
average  of  £1,000,  receiving  a  guinea  for  each 
£1,000,  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  £15,750,  or 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Valuers  and  lawyers,  and  no  one  seemed 
more  surprised  than  himself  when  the  House 
laughed  as  he  made  that  statement.  He 
looked  round  in  surprise,  and  it  wm  not  till 
ho  was  told  that  he  had  put  aji  "  0  "  too  many 
that  he  realised  the  sum  he  thought  to  get 
had  vanished  to  £1,575.  There  is,  as  we  have 
seen,  £13,000  out  of  the  £15,000  margin  gone 
for  these  two  items  of  Valuers  and  Lawyers 
alone ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Bill  also 

Srovides  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superinten- 
ent,  no  doubt  at  a  large  salary,  and  there  is 
also  power  taken  to  appoint  a  staff  for  carrying 
on  the  necessary  work,  which  cannot  be  done 
without  money.  Then,  there  is  a  Begistrar  of 
Mortgages  :  this  officer  will  also  have  to  be  paid 
for.  In  addition  to  the  salaries  of  the  Valuers, 
travelling-expenses  are  to  be  provided  for  them, 
which  will  be  no  mean  sum.  Then,  again,  out 
of  the  profits,  and  as  a  first  charge  after  paying 
to  the  English  money-lenders  the  interest  due 
on  the  money  raised,  there  is  a  sum  of  £750,000, 
supposing  the  whole  amount  of  £1,500,000  is 
advanced  en  loan,  to  be  placed  to  credit  of  on 
Assurance  Fund.  So  far,  tlien,  from  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amounts  paid  bondholders 
and  that  received  as  interest  being  sufficient 
for  paying  working-expenses — without  reckon- 
ing the  probable  losses  in  the  collection  of 
interest — there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  £15,000 
to  £20,000  a  year,  which  would  have  to  be  made 
np  out  of  consolidated  revenue, 
Mr.  WARD.— You  said  £750,000  for  interest. 
Mr.  GBAHAM.  — I  thank  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  am  afraid  I  made  a  similar  mis- 
take to  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  did  the 
other  night ;  but  fortunately  it  does  not  carry 
with  it  the  same  fatal  consequences.  The 
amount  to  be  lent  to  settlers  is  £1,600,000,  and 
the  interest  derived  from  that  amount,  at  5  per 
cent.,  would  be  £75,000.  It  is  provided  that 
one-tenth  is  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Assurance  Fund,  and  one-tenth  that  sum  is 
£7,500.  That  is  the  sum  I  referred  to  and 
meant  to  name  as  being  the  first  charge  upon 
receipts  after  the  payment  of  interest  to  bond- 
holders, and  which  is  to  be  paid  over  before 
anything  is  reckoned  for  any  other  expenses.  I 
have  said,  and  I  think  shown,  that  the  working- 
expenses  and  provision  of  the  Assurance  Fund 
will  be  very  much  greater  than  the  difference 
between  the  amount  of  interest  the  colony 
would  have  to  pay  to  the  bondholders  and  that 
vrhich  it  would  receive  from  the  borrowers — 
that  is,  without  counting  anything  for  oontin- 
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gent  losses  in  the  collection  of  interest  from 
the  borrowers.  Then,  the  Bill  provides  that 
advances  are  to  be  made  from  £5  to  £6,000; 
and  I  may  say  that  almost  every  honourable 
member  who  has  spoken  to-night  has  opposed 
the  idea  of  lending  to  so  large  an  amount. 
I  understood,  and  I  believe  most  hononrable 
members  understood,  that  this  was  a  sobenia 
to  provide  money  for  the  smaller  settlers ;  and, 
as  has  been  said  over  and  over  again,  the  man 
who  is  in  a  position  to  offer  security  for  a  loan 
of  £5,000  cannot  possibly  be  considered  a  ]X>or 
man.  I  agree  with  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  consider  that  the  manimum  amount  that 
ought  to  be  lent  under  this  Bill  should  be  £500. 
That  should  bo  the  most  that  should  be  pro- 
vided for  bond  fide  settlers — ^sums  of  from  £50 
to  £500;  and  if  proper  safeguards  for  the 
security  of  the  colony  were  put  in,  so  that  the 
colony  would  not  have  to  pay  any  deficiency,  to 
that  extent  it  would,  as  I  have  already  said, 
have  my  support.  Large  borrowers  ore  already 
sufficiently  well  provided  for.  The  Government 
have  already  two  large  monetary  institutions 
which  lend  out  money  in  both  small  and  large 
sums.  There  is  the  Public  Trust  Office,  which 
has  the  administration  of  thousands  of  estates 
belonging  to  widows,  orphans,  and  minors,  and 
otliers — a  business  which  is  very  large  now  and 
is  continually  growing,  and  which  is  carried  on 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  State.  The  colony 
guarantees  not  only  the  fidelity  of  its  adminis- 
tration and  its  integrity,  but  also  the  rates  of 
interest  which  shall  bo  paid.     It  guarantees — 

".  .  .  a  common  rate  of  interest,  to  be  paid 
quarterly,  free  of  all  oflice- charges.  This  rate  of 
interest,  which  has  now  been  determined  at  5  per 
cent,  on  capital  up  to  £3,000,  and  i  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  in  excess  of  £3,000,  is  now  allowed 
free  of  all  charges  of  the  Publio  Trust  Office. 
An  income  would  thus  be  derived  of  £50  a  year 
from  £1,000,  or  5  per  cent. ;  £150  a  year  from 
£3,000,  or  5  per  cent. ;  £190  a  year  from  Jg4,000, 
or  4J  per  cent. ;  £230  a  year  from  £5,000,  or 
4f  per  cent. ;  £270  a  year  from  £6,000,  or  4} 
per  cent. ;  and  so  on." 

Under  this  most  important  trust,  the  Go- 
vernment have  very  large  sums  of  money  to 
invest;  and,  if  they  maintain  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  as  brought  down  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  it  is  bringing  down  another  mone- 
tary institution  to  compete  with  departments 
we  have  already  in  existence  where  they  have 
to  invest  large  sums,  and  under  which  they 
have  accepted  large  responsibilities.  Now,  in 
reference  to  the  Life  Insurance  Depsirtmont 
also,  they  have  got  the  interest  of  thirty-one 
thousand  clients,  in  the  shape  of  policyholders, 
to  guard  in  this  matter,  and  they  have  no  busi- 
ness to  start  another  institution  which  shall 
enter  into  competition  to  the  detriment  of  these 
institutions.  The  Life  Insurance  Department 
already  lends  up  to  £5,000,  and  on  sums  of  from 
£3,000  to  £5,000  the  interest  chargeable  is  only 
5^  per  cent. ;  and  provision  is  also  made  for  the 
gra!dual  repayment  of  loans  on  the  instalment 
principle,  or  in  a  lump  sum  before  maturity,  on 
terms  favourable  to  the  borrower.  Therefore 
the  larger  borrowers  are  quite  sufficiently  pro- 
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tected  by  that  office.  They  can  get  their  money 
ebeaiply  enough  as  it  is.  This  Bill,  therefore, 
oagbt  only  to  provide  money  for  the  smaller 
class  o{  settlers,  'who  require  loans  in  small 
aoms,  for  which,  i(  they  go  to  the  Insurance 
Office,  they  have  to  pay  6^  or  7  per  cent.  now. 
So  that  the  large  borrowers  are  more  liberally 
dealt  wiOi  in  the  Insurance  Department  than 
the  small  ones.  I  should  like  to  see  the  small 
borrowers  able  to  borrow  on  as  advantageous 
terms  as  the  large  borrowers  can-  do  so.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  it  was  necessary  to 
bave  a  high  maximum,  so  as  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  better  class  of  secarities.  The 
Insorance  Department  can  take  advantage  of 
tiiese,  and  may  do  so  to  a  much  larger  extent 
than  now  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will 
make  provision  to  carry  into  efiect  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  special  Committee  of  this 
House  set  up  in  1886  I  think,  and  which 
Committee  recommended  that  the  maximum 
amonnt  allowed  to  be  lent  on  any  one  security 
by  the  department  shonld  be  increased  from 
£5,000  to  £10,000,  and  if  he  will  reduce  the 
proportion  necessary  to  be  invested  in  Govern- 
ment seonrities — which  I  was  pleased  to  hear 
him  say  be  proposed  doing — from  one-half  to 
one-quarter  of  the  funds,  which  would  leave 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  a  year  to  be 
lent  on  good  outside  securities  for  the  benefit 
Of  tiie  policyholders.  That  would  be  the  means 
of  placing  the  Oovernment  department  in  as 
good  a  position  as  outside  companies,  which  he 
professed  was  his  desire ;  and  it  would  be  far 
better,  because  that  is  an  institution  where  the 
object  of  lending  money  is  to  make  as  good  a 
profit  as  possible  for  the  policyholders  con- 
nected with  life  insurance,  whilst  I  understand 
this  Bill  is  not  intended  as  a  money-lending  in- 
ttitntion  set  up  to  compete  with  other  Govern- 
ment departments,  but  simply  to  enable  small 
borrowers  to  get  their  loans  on  as  good  terms 
as  can  bn  obtained  by  the  larger  ones.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  rate  of  interest  that  has 
to  be  paid  outside  is  very  high.  There  is  any 
quantity  of  money  that  can  be  got  on  first-class 
saoarity  in  this  colony  in  large  sums  now  at  6 
per  cent,  interest.  I  know  that  to  be  the  case 
myself ;  and  that  practically  means  5}  per  cent., 
bMause  out  of  their  6  per  cent,  the  private 
lenders  bave  to  pay  the  mortgage-tax,  which  is 
tactically  i  per  cent.,  reducing  the  amount 
tbey  receive  to  5}  per  cent.  I  think,  also, 
tbat,  with  reference  to  Solicitors  and  Valuers, 
if  the  Bill  does  pass  it  is  advisable  that  both 
ValnerB  and  Solicitors  should  be  appointed 
by  the  Boards,  and  not  by  the  Government. 
Whether  or  not  it  Vonld  really  have  the  efEeot 
of  placing  tbem  under  political  control,  and, 
conseqnently,  nnder  political  influence,  it  will 
have  the  appearance  of  doing  so,  and  it  would 
be  much  better  it  should  be  done  by  the  Boards 
than  by  the  Government.  I  also  agree  with 
bonourabla  members  who  consider  a  million 
and  a  half  a  year  far  too  much  to  borrow,  and 
mora  than  is  necessary  if  we  confine  the 
•dvanee  of  money  to  small  settlers,  for  whom 
the  obfeet  of  this  Bill  is  professedly  to  raise 
maoey.    I  should  think  that  one-third  of  the 


amount  is  sufficient ;  and  I  also  object  to  the 
million  and  a  half  being  borrowed  year  after 
year.  I  think  it  is  quite  sufficient  if  this 
House  passes  a  law  authorising  Government 
to  borrow  for  one  year  and  see  how  that  works, 
and  then,  if  we  find  it  is  an  advantage,  and  it 
is  taken  advantage  of  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent by  those  it  is  intended  to  benefit,  we  may 
next  year  authorise  a  further  sum.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  that  we  should  now  pass  an 
Act  giving  the  power  to  borrow  for  years  in 
advance.  But,  as  far  as  this  Bill  professes  to 
provide  money  for  struggling  settlers  under 
safe  conditions,  I  cordially  approve  of  it.  I 
confess.  Sir,  that  I  do  not  see  at  present  how 
it  is  to  be  made  to  apply  to  the  class  of 
settlers  who  really  require  it  most  —  namely, 
those  who  are  now  taking  up  unimproved  land 
for  the  purpose  of  going  on  it,  improving  it, 
and  making  a  living  for  thamsclves  under  the 
lease  in  perpetuity  or  under  the  perpetual  lease. 
I  should  like  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  say  how 
it  is  to  be  made  of  advantage  to  them.  If  only 
lessees  who  have  been  on  their  land  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  have  made  improvements  to 
such  an  amount  as  will  enable  them  to  come 
and  ask  for  assistance,  are  to  take  advantage 
of  this  measure — if  it  is  only  such  people  who 
are  able  to  get  assistance  under  the  Bill — then 
it  is  of  no  use  to  new  settlers  who  are  going  on 
the  land,  and  who,  if  they  require  help  at  all, 
must  require  it  at  the  time  they  are  going  on 
the  land.  It  is  of  no  use  to  the  man  who  is 
taking  up  land  and  Iras  no  money  of  his  own, 
because  this  measure  will  give  him  no  assist- 
ance to  go  on  with  the  clearing  of  his  land.  I 
should  like  to  know  how  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  going  to  get  over  that  diffidilty. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  speak  on  this  Bill  to-night,  as  I  said  I 
should  support  the  Bill  when  speaking  on  the 
Financial  Statement ;  and  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion now  to  delay  tho  House  many  minutes. 
We  have  had  all  sorts  of  authorities,  ancient 
and  modern,  past  and  present,  living  and  dead, 
from  Europe  to  America,  quoted  against  this 
principle  of  advancing  money  to  settlers — au- 
thotitios  ranging  from  Alexander  Pope,  a  poet 
and  essayist,  who  lived  a  couple  of  hundred 
years  ago,  down  to  Henry  Georgo,  who  in  the 
present  age  is  going  to  reform  all  the  land-laws 
in  creation  with  his  fanciful  and  foolish  fad. 
Yet  in  all  these  great  authorities  I  never  found 
one  single  sound  argument  against  the  Bill 
before  us.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
jnst  sat  down  told  us  that  the  members  who 
supported  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  did  so 
in  a  qualified  manner.  Well,  Sir,  I  should  like 
to  ask  that  honourable  gentleman  if  there  was 
any  Bill  of  any  importance,  if  there  ever  was 
any  Bill  containing  a  principle  of  this  magni- 
tude brought  into  any  Parliament,  or  ever 
brought  into  this  House,  which  was  supported 
on  its  second  reading  even  by  its  advocates  ex- 
cept in  a  qualified  manner.  We  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  all  Bills,  so  that  the  majority  may 
shape  them  to  the  form  which  will  best  suit 
the  requirements  of  the  colony,  according  to 
the  opmions  of  the  majority  of  honourable 
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members.  That,  I  take  it,  is  the  reason  why 
we  go  into  Commibtee  on  Bills  at  all,  Sir. 
Kow,  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
raised  several  objections  to  this  Bill ;  but  they 
■were  simply  Committee  objections,  and  did 
not  apply  to  the  Bill  as  a  general  principle. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa  said  he  was  going  to  oppose  the  Bill 
very  persistently,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has 
very  good  reasons  for  doing  so.  Gentlemen 
like  him  have  good  cause  for  opposing  a 
measure  of  this  sort.  No  doubt  he  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  money-lending  fraternity, 
and,  consequently,  is  justified  in  opposing  the 
measure. 

Mr.  BUCH.\NAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  entirely  mistaken.  I  have  never  lent 
money  in  my  life. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— I  beg  the  honour- 
ablo  gentleman's  pardon.  I  thought  he  was 
connected  by  marriage  with  the  family  of 
Dives.  My  principal  reason  in  getting  up  to- 
night was  to  support  this  measure  very  briefly. 
I  do  not  intend  to  deal  with  its  details,  which 
I  look  upon  as  Committee  work  entirely.  My 
principal  reason  for  getting  up  and  supporting 
it  is  that  my  honourable  friends  the  Liberal 
members,  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  the  Badical 
members  of  the  Liberal  party  —  the  left  wing, 
in  fact — appear  to  be  turning  rather  Conserva- 
tive if  not  pessimistio  in  their  views,  and  stand 
in  need  of  friendly  advice.  In  fact,  I  am 
rather  surprised  at  many  of  the  speeches  we 
have  listened  to  from  thorn.  The  nonourable 
member  for  Palmerston  has  an  objection  to 
the  Bill  which  shows  that  either  he  has  not 
read  the  Bill  or  else  he  does  not  understand 
it.  There  is  a  sinking  fund  of  1  per  cent, 
provided  for  in  this  Bill,  and  we  know  very 
well  that  it  will  take  thirty-six  and  a  half 
years  for  that  sinking  fund  to  extinguish  the 
loan.  The  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  wanted  it  altered  to  twenty  years.  Well, 
Sir,  that  would  simply  mean  that  the  sinking 
fund  would  have  to  be  increased  to  1^  per 
cent.,  and  that  is  more  than  the  settlers 
could  afford  to  pay.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  abetter 
authority  on  loans  and  sinking  funds  than  most 
of  those  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
on  the  Bill.  With  reference  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  1 
see  the  honourable  gentleman  is  present,  but 
sound  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus:  disturb  him 
not,  but  let  him  rest  —  I  do  not  intend  to 
say  anything  that  he  can  very  much  object 
to.  He  says  that  this  Bill  is  only  intended 
to  lend  money  to  people  who  can  offer  good 
securities.  Well,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  good  secnri- 
ties ;  but  it  is  also  intended  to  lend  money  to 
poor  people  who  are  trying  to  better  their  posi- 
tion. They  have  small  securities,  and  they 
can  got  small  amounts  of  money,  which  will  be 
very  useful  to  them  in  their  efforts  to  make 
homes  for  themselves;  so  that  I  do  not  see 
that  that  objection  amounts  to  muoh.  The 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  also  stated 
that  this  scheme  would  place  people  on  the  land 
Mr.  R.  McKenzie 


who  would  produce  more  than  we  are  aUe  to 
find  a  market  for.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  scarcity  of  markets  for  the  products 
of  New  Zealand.  In  fact,  if  we  produced  twenty 
times  as  much  as  we  da  now  we  could  find 
quite  sufficient  market  in  England.  The  same 
honourable  gentleman  also  stated  that  high 
rates  of  interest  and  high  wages  always  went 
together,  and  that,  consequently,  high  rates 
of  interest  were  not  at  all  a  bad  thing.  Sir, 
I  should  like  to  know  what  work  on  political 
economy  the  honourable  gentleman  has  drawn 
this  high'falutin'  and  fallacious  logic  from. 
According  to  him,  when  there  is  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  labour  is  fully  employed,  and  high 
wages  can  be  maintained.  Now,  I  consider 
that  high  interest  is  one  of  the  worst  things 
that  can  obtain  in  any  country  for  the  working-  I 

classes.  Dear  money  cripples  all  manufac- 
tures, and  stifles  production  and  industries : 
on  the  other  hand,  cheap  money  always  pro- 
motes industry,  and  when  employment  is 
plentiful  wages  are  always  higher  than  when 
work  is  scarce,  if  not  unobtainable.  I  am  at  a 
loss.  Sir,  to  understand  where  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  drawn  his  logic  from.  Some 
honourable  members  have  stated  that  mem-  I 

hers    had    not   discussed    this    question    with  I 

their  constituencies.    I  do  not  know  whether         , 
I  am  the  exception,  but  I  certainly  discussed 
this  principle  with  my  constituents  before   I 
came  to  this  House,  and  said   that  I  would 
support  such  a  measure.     My  greatest  objec-  | 

tion  to  this  Bill  is  that  it  does  not  go  far  ' 
enough.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  make  an  attempt  to  place  the  un- 
employed on  the  land.  Several  honourable 
gentlemen  wanted  to  know  what  would  bap- 
pen  in  the  case  of  advance's  being  made  upon 
the  interest  of  a  leaseholder  in  his  improve- 
ments, buildings,  et  cetera.  Well,  Sir,  all  im- 
provements under  the  purchasing  clause  or 
other  leasehold  tenures  in  our  Land  Act  are 
the  vested  interest  of  the  leaseholder,  and  a 
reasonably  good  security  for  the  State  to  ad- 
vance money  on.  Honourable  gentlemen  who 
get  up  to  oppose  and  denounce  this  Bill,  and 
then  state  that  they  will  support  the  second 
reading,  surprise  me  very  much.  We  all  know 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  shown  himself  quali- 
fied to  manage  the  financial  affairs  of  the  colony 
for  some  years,  and  I  am  sure  he  is  not  going 
to  mismanage  them  now.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  danger  of  his  squandering  or  mis- 
appropriating the  funds  provided  under  this 
Bill.     With  regard  to  the  financial  institutions  I 

mentioned,  it  was  reckless  dealing  with  other  I 
people's  money  that  brought  those  companies 
to  ruin.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand :  every  member  in  this 
House  who  has  studied  the  question  knows  how 
it  has  been  mismanaged,  and  it  was  that  reck- 
less, if  not  criminal,  mismanagement  that  haa 
brought  it  to  its  present  position.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mer- 
.  Of.  cantile  Company.  The  remark  also  ap-  i 
'  plies  to  other  companies  in  this  colony, 
and  the  same  thing  applies  to  financial  instita- 
tions  in  the  Australian  Ooloniei.    At  the  pre- 
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Moat  lime  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  average  rate  of  interest  in  the  colony  is 
8  per  cent.     I  believe,  myself,  it  is  a  little  over 
8  per  cent,  on  what  may  be  considered  first- 
daEs  secarity  ;  and  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
under   this    Bill,  can   reduce  that  interest  to 
5  per  cent,  he  will  be  conferring  aji  inestim- 
able boon  upon  the  settlers  of  the  colony.    By 
dealing  with  the  million  and  a  half  as  it  is  pro- 
posed under  this  Bill  he  will  save  the  settlers 
£45,000  a  year,  and  if  he  continues  to  lend 
similar   sams  it  will  save  the  settlers  some- 
thing like  half  a  million  a  year  in  a  few  years, 
and   will    also   be  the  means  of  assisting  to 
develop   the   industries  of  the  colony,  and  to 
send  the    colony  progressing  ahead  generally. 
I  think  that  is  what  is  most  urgently  required 
by  the  colony  now.    There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind   that  Uiis  measure  may  require   some 
slight  sonendments.  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS.— When  I  look  at  the  time 
— half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  morning — and 
when  I  look  at  the  graceful  forms  posing  all 
round  me,  I  think  it  would  be  absolute  cruelty 
to  attempt  anything  like  a  speech.     Still,  I  am 
one  of  the  noble  army  of  Government    sup- 
porters who  do  not   agree  with  the  details  of 
the    measure,    although    we    agree    with    the 
mrinciple  of  it.     I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  the 
Colonial    Treasurer  that   I  should   say   a  few 
words  concerning  the  Bill,  and  I  can  assure 
the  House  that  I  shall  be  very  mercifal,  and 
■hall  not  inflict  my  ideas  on  them  at  very  great 
length.     I  may  say  that  some  nine  years  ago  I 
advocated  the  principle  of  this  Bill — namely, 
advancing  money  to  farmers  at   low  rates  of 
interest ;  therefore  I  shall  be  found  in  the  lobby 
with  those  who  favour  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.    I  consider  that  this  Bill  throws  a 
greater  amount  of  responsibility  on  members 
of  this  Honse  than  any  Bill  which  wo  have 
had  before   us  during  this  session.      I  think 
the  fatnre  career  of  many  of  us,  and  of  the 
Liberal   party  generally,  will  depend  greatly 
upon  this  measure.     If  it  is  a  success,  well 
and  good — we  shall  receive  a  certain  amount 
of  ci«dit ;  but  if  it  is  the  other  way  we  shall 
receive  the  reverse.     That  statement  may  be 
discounted  as  a  platitude,  but  I  think  it  ap- 
plies with  greater  force   to  this  Bill  than  to 
any  other  which  we  have  had  before  us.      We 
are  going  into  a  new  and  important  scheme, 
and  I  think  on  the  effect  of  this  Bill  the  future 
of  the  liiberal  party  will  greatly  depend.    In 
regard  to  many  of  the  details  of  the  Bill  I 
have  made  notes,  but  I  shall  not  refer  to  them 
now,  owing  to  the  late  hour  at  which  I  am 
^ei^ing.     I  shall,  however,  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  regard  to  some  of  the  criticisms  which 
have  been  made  on  the  measure.     The  first  on- 
ilaoght  on  the  Bill  was  made  by  the  honour- 
able   member    for    Wellington    City   (Sir    B. 
Stout).    I  shall  noc  attempt  to  enter  into  the 
financial  details  which  he  dealt  with.    He  cer- 
tainly made  some  very  sharp  criticism,  which 
teqnires  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ;  and  when  he  is  replying  I  shall  listen 
to  the  way  in  wbioh  he  meets  that  criticism. 


The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Su:  B.  Stout)  maintained  that  this  Bill  was  a 
one-sided  one  inasmuch  as  it  only  proposed 
to  confer  this  cheap  money  upon  a  certain 
class  of  the  population — that  it  was  intended 
to  be  confined  to  the  settlers.  But  I  am  afraid 
that  the  operation  of  this  Bill  will  not  bo  con- 
fined to  settlers,  and  that  is  the  great  fault  I 
have  to  find  with  it.  It  was  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  that  manufacturers  and  others 
ore  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  are  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  farmers.  His  words  were 
that  the  manufacturers  have  as  much  right 
to  be  looked  after  as  the  settlers.  Well, 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  at  all,  and  I  will 
very  briefly  give  my  reasons,  showing  why  I 
think  it  should  be  confined  to  those  follow- 
ing agricultural  and  pastoral  pursuits.  If  the 
country  is  successful  there  is  very  little  doubt 
of  the  towns  getting  on.  The  towns  hang 
upon  the  country,  and  the  reason  for  the  dul- 
ness  now  is  the  low  prices  farmers  have  had 
and  their  bad  harvest.  If  the  farmers  were 
not  in  a  bad  condition  at  the  present  moment 
we  should  not  hear  quite  so  much  about  dull 
times  in  the  cities.  Give  the  farmers  a  start 
and  the  towns  will  share  in  the  benefits.  I 
notice  in  the  Victorian  Bill  I  have  here  that 
its  operation  is  confined  to  advances  to  farmers, 
graziers,  and  persons  engaged  in  agricultural 
and  pastoral  pursuits.  Sir,  I  wish  our  own 
Bill  had  a  similar  scope,  and  if  any  member 
moves  in  Committee  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  in  that  direction  he  will  find  me 
supporting  him,  if  I  do  not  move  it  myself.  I 
believe  there  is  no  occasion  to  make  it  so 
widespread  in  its  operation  as  to  apply  to 
manufacturers  and  to  people  in  all  kinds  of 
businesses.  The  view  of  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  that  manufacturers  are 
entitled  to  have  the  same  concessions  as  coun- 
try settlers  was  re-echoed  by  another  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dutkie). 
Of  course,  I  disagree  with  him  also  on  the 
question.  The  first-named  honourable  mem- 
ber drew  a  pathetic  picture  about  a  man 
having  to  borrow  for  such  a  lengthened  time, 
thirty-six  years  and  a  half,  and  he  depicted 
him  going  down  to  his  grave  a  mortgaged 
man.  That  is  no  change  from  the  present 
circumstances;  we  have  men  going  down  to 
their  graves  mortgaged  now ;  and  such  will 
always  be  the  case.  But  under  this  system  bor- 
rowers will  have  this  advantage :  that,  as  the 
half-yearly  payments  become  due,  the  borrower 
has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  although 
it  may  be  only  to  a  small  extent,  yet  gradually 
and  slowly  he  is  decreasing  his  indebtedness ; 
and,  if  he  does  happen  to  slip  his  cable,  he 
leaves  a  lesser  burden  on  his  family  than  he 
would  under  the  old  system.  He  also  has  the 
advantage  here  of  being  able  to  pay  oS  the 
mortgage  at  any  time  when  he  has  the  money 
to  do  it.  We  all  know  that  under  the  present 
system  that  cannot  be  done,  except  in  a  very 
few  instances.  If  a  lender  has  interest  coming 
in,  and  the  borrower  should  reach  circum- 
stances that  would  enable  him  to  pay  the 
debt  ofi,  he  is  not  allowed  to  do  it  unless  tha 
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lender  can  get  better  interest  and  eib  good 
security,  but  the  borrower  is  kept  to  the  full 
term  of  years,  and  to  the  payment  of  interest 
as  before.  There  is,  too,  an  excellent  feature 
of  the  Bill — that  is,  the  low  charges  made  in 
connection  with  procuring  the  loan.  I  should 
like  to  see  legislation  in  that  direction  to 
affect  future  advances  on  land,  quite  independ- 
ently of  this  measure.  At  the  present  time 
it  is  next  door  to  robbery  the  large  amount 
that  is  charged  a  man  who  wishes  to  eSeot 
a  mortgage  upon  a  small  property.  A  man 
may  have  a  section  worth  £25,  or  even  £20, 
and  it  will  cost  him  three  or  four  guineas  to 
effect  a  mortgage  on  that  property.  I  should 
like  to  see  legislation,  independently  of  this 
Bill,  to  effect  a  reduction  of  those  charges.  I 
am  not  making  any  direct  attack  upon  the 
legal  gentlemen,  though  I  can  hear  them  smile 
audibly  ;  but  I  think  the  charges  are  excessive, 
and  that  legislation  should  be  passed  to  lessen 
them.  There  is  another  feature  of  the  criti- 
cism which  was  indulged  in  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
which,  I  think,  calls  for  comment.  He  said 
that  under  this  Bill  it  would  be  possible  for 
a  man  to  borrow  money  and  use  it  perhaps 
for  speculative  purposes  —  that  is,  to  pur- 
chase insurance  shares  with,  or  something  of 
that  kind.  If  such  a  thing  is  possible  under 
the  Bill  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be  too  severe  a 
task  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  put  in  a 
provision  to  prevent  the  money  being  made  use 
of  in  such  a  manner.  I  trust  he  has  taken 
notice  of  this  particular  criticism  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  I  must  emphatically  object  to  this  sum 
of  £5,000.  I  think  it  is  too  high  an  amount 
altogether,  and  I  would  rather  see  the  Bill  re- 
ceive its  happy  despatch  than  see  it  pass  in  a 
form  in  which  the  sum  of  £5,000  con  be  lent.  I 
consider  that  is  too  high  altogether,  and  would 
make  it  apply  to  a  class  that  does  not  require 
it.  We  thought  we  were  going  to  help  small 
settlers,  and  I  consider  the  man  who  wants 
to  borrow  £5,000  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a 
small  settler.  I  am  fortified  in  this  opinion 
by  the  Victorian  Act,  which  limits  the  amount 
to  £1,000.  I  consider  £500  high  enough,  but 
I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  £1,000;  but  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  support  anything  beyond 
that  amount.  I  do  not  agree  with  those  who 
object  to  lending  money  on  leasehold.  Loans 
on  leaseholds  are  provided  for  in  the  Victorian 
Bill,  and  when  we  consider  that  the  vast  ma- 
jority will  be  leaseholders  it  would  not  do  to 
pass  a  Bill  that  will  shut  them  out;  they  will 
form  an  important  factor  in  our  landholding 
oommunity,  and  are  entitled  to  assistance.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  longer,  although  I 
should  have  liked  to  go  further  into  the  Bill, 
because  it  is  a  matter  that  I  have  given  some 
attention  to  for  years ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
weary  the  House.  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  join  with  those  who 
reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  do  what  they 
ean  to  amend  it  in  Committee. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  for  many  minutes.    Judging  from  the 
course  the  debate  has  taken  the  Bill  is  likely 
Mr.  Cameron 


to  come  out  of  Committee  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  the  Railways  Bill.  I  am  prepared 
to  support  any  well-devised  scheme  for  giving 
financial  aid  to  settlers ;  but  the  Qovemmont 
have  gone  oS  the  track  in  bringing  down  pro- 
posals such  as  are  contained  in  this  Bill.  It  is 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House  that  the  Oo- 
vernment  should  use  colonial  moneys  for  thia 
purpose.  They  have  the  opportunity  of  nsing 
the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  and  the  Oovom- 
ment  Insurance  Department,  and  if  that  had 
been  provided  for  the  proposal  would  have  been 
better  received  by  the  House  and  by  the  coun- 
try. I  would  urge  the  Government  to  consider 
the  suggestion  mode  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden,  that  the  money  raised  by  Con- 
sols should  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  lending 
to  farmers :  that  would  be  an  improvement  on 
this  Bill.    One  objection  to  the  present  pro- 

Eosals  is  that  the  interest  on  a  million  and  a 
alf  per  annum  would  be  a  continual  drain  on 
the  coffers  of  the  colony.  Honourable  mem- 
bers seems  to  be  unanimous  on  affording  aid 
to  settlers.  I  agree  with  them,  but  I  may  say 
I  only  agree  with  the  preamble  and  first  clause 
of  this  Bill ;  in  the  remaining  portions  of  it  I 
hope  to  see  many  amendments  made.  I  dis- 
approve of  BO  large  a  sum  as  £5,000  being  lent 
to  any  one  parson.  This  would  only  permit 
a  few  persons  to  obtain  loans.  I  think  this 
should  be  reduced,  at  any  rate,  to  £3,000. 
Then,  I  do  not  think  I  can  support  the  pro- 
posal to  raise  a  million  and  a  half  for  mors 
than  one  year.  It  could  not  be  taken  as  any 
reflection  on  the  Government  to  say  that  there 
should  be  an  annual  Bill  to  say  what  amount 
should  be  raised.  The  Treasurer  is  asking  too 
much  when  he  asks  for  authority  to  borrow  so 
large  a  sum  as  a  million  and  a  half  a  year  for 
an  indefinite  time.  It  may  be  said  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  to  provide  all  the  machinery 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  this  Bill,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  start  the  machinery 
unless  we  were  assured  of  carrying  it  on  for 
a  number  of  years;  but  the  Government  can 
always  rely  on  the  good  sense  of  the  House  to 
support  their  proposals,  provided  that  the 
scheme  works  satisfactorily.  It  would  not  be 
wise  for  the  colony  to  pay  4  per  cent,  for  the 
money  raised  :  the  whole  essence  of  the  scheme 
is  cheap  money.  Unless  we  raise  the  money 
cheaply  in  the  Old  Country  we  cannot  lend  it 
cheaply  here,  and  by  raising  it  at  1  per  cent, 
and  lending  it  at  5  per  cent,  there  will  not 
be  sufBoient  margin  to  pay  working-expenses. 
In  reference  to  what  has  been  said  about 
lending  on  lease  in  perpetuity — that  settlers 
under  this  form  of  tenure  will  be  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill ; 
I  see  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  this.  If 
a  man  takes  up  bush-land  and  fells  bush  — 
say  he  takes  up  a  hundred  acres  and  fells  in 
one  yeeir  a  hundred  acres,  and  has  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  his  lease  up  to  that 
time,  undoubtedly  he  could  then  obtain  an 
advance  under  these  proposals ;  and  it  wants 
clearly  laying  down  that  the  amount  lent 
should  not  be  according  to  his  interest  in  the 
land,  but  according  to  the  improvements  he 
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has  made.    Another  very  objeotionable  feataia 
is  contained  in  clause  56,  whioh  provides  that, — 
"  If  the  balance  in  the  Management  Account 
is  at  an;  time  insufficient  to  meet  the  charges 
tliereon,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may  from  time 
to  time  advance  such  sums  out  of  the  Oonsoli- 
dated  Fund  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
deficiency  : 
**  (a.)  Provided  that   the   total  amount   so 
advanced  in  any  one  financial  year 
does  not  exceed  the  sum  appropriated 
by  Parliament  for  such  purpose  ;  and 
"  (b.)  Provided  further  that  all  moneys   so 
'advanced  shall  be  repaid  by  the  Super- 
intendent into  the  Consolidated  Fund 
so  soon  as  the  balance  in  the  Manage- 
ment Account  will  admit  of  such  re- 
payment." 
That  is  very  objectionable  ;  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony  should  not  be  called  upon  to  make 
up  any  deficiency  that  may  occur ;  the  whole 
scheme  should  he  self-supporting,  and  if  it  is 
found,  later  on,  that  the  Management  Account 
is  not  self-supporting,  I  think  that  any  extra 
a»t  should  be   borne    by  those  who  get  the 
benefit  of  the  scheme.    I  wished  to  aay  these 
two  or  three  words,  as  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
Bill,  but  shall  endeavour  to  get  it  amended  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  PABATA. — I  rise  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  as  I  think  it  is  a  Bill  in 
the  right  direction — namely,  to  assist  farmers. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  applied  to 
the  Natives,  but  I  should  like  to  see  it  applied 
to  them — that  is,  if  they  wish  to  come  «nder  it. 
I  have  nothing  further  to  say,  but  I  should 
Uke  to  reply  to  a  few  words  the  honourable 
iBember  for  the  East  Coast  used  in  regard 
to  the  Natives  of  the  South  Island.  He  said 
the  Natives  of  the  South  Island,  as  compared 
with  the  North  Island  Natives,  had  had  to  come 
to  the  OoTemment  to  beg  for  four  or  five  acres 
of  land.  I  say  he  is  wrong  in  making  that 
lemazk,  as  the  Natives  did  not  ask  the  Govem- 
ment  to  give  them  land.  The  condition  was, 
when  the  treaty  was  made  between  them  and 
the  Crown,  that  they  should  have  this  land. 
Therefore  it  was  not  right  for  the  honour- 
able member  to  say  that  the  Natives  of  the 
South  Island  have  asked  for  any  such  thing. 
Of  coarse  those  Natives  have  not  got  such  a 
large  tenitory  or  extent  of  country  as  the  Na- 
tives here  have,  but  I  will  guarantee  that  in 
twenty  years'  time  from  this  the  Natives  of 
the  North  Island  will  not  be  nearly  so  well 
off  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  South 
Island.  In  the  South  Island  they  all  hold 
tmall  holdings  at  present,  and  they  improve 
their  land,  and  they  work  man  and  man  to 
keep  their  wives  and  families.  They  do  not 
flimge,  and  go  drinking  and  holding  meetings 
iitd  wasting  their  moneys  as  they  do  in  the 
North  Island,  and  combining  these  things  with 
honeneiog  and  gambling.  I  could  not  allow 
these  remarks  to  pass  without  challenging 
them,  and  therefore  that  is  my  reason  for  say- 
ing these  few  words.  I  will  support  the  Bill 
thmggh  M  its  stages. 


Mr.  HALIi. — Although  the  hour  is  very  late, 
J.  think  I  must  take  this  occasion  to  say  a  few 
words  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  will  take  many  minutes  for  what  I  have  to 
say,  but  I  think  one  of  the  probable  questions 
is  this :  Will  this  Bill  induce  men  to  borrow 
more  than  they  would  otherwise  do  if  it  were 
not  passed?  That  argument  has  been  used 
constantly  on  the  floor  of  this  House  during 
this  disoussion,  and  it  has  been  said  that  the 
consequenoe  of  this  Bill  passing  will  be  to 
induce  men  to  borrow  who  would  not  other- 
wise do  so.  I  may  say  this :  that  money  can 
easily  be  obtained  at  present  from  the  loan 
companies  and  agents  all  over  the  colony,^ 
who  are  now  offering  money — as  we  see  by  the 
advertisements  in  almost  every  paper  in  the 
colony  —  in  various  sums  at  various  rates  of 
interest.  Therefore  the  opportunities,  I  say, 
for  people  to  borrow  at  the  present  time  are 
as  great  as  they  can  possibly  be  supposing 
this  Bill  were  passed.  Now,  the  next  question 
is,  \Yiil  the  margin  of  one-third  be  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenses  and  the  losses  likely  to 
be  incurred  by  transactions  under  the  Bill  7 
When  we  take  into  consideration  that  one- 
third  is  considered  sufficient  margin  all  the 
world  over  —  and  one-third  in  New  Zealand 
under  the  present  system  of  loans  is  always 
considered  sufficient— I  think  we  may  safely 
say,  with  the  oare  which  will  be  taken  by  the 
Board  which  it  is  proposed  to  set  up,  that  the 
one-third  margin  will  be  ample  to  secure  the 
State  against  any  loss  whioh  might  accrue. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Brace 
brought  forward  a  very  peculiar  argument  to- 
night. He  said  it  was  a  bad  thing  to  mortgage, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  said  it  was  a  bad 
thing  to  bring  in  any  legislation  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  driving  away  capital  from 
the  colony.  Then,  the  logical  conclusion  is, 
that  if  it  is  a  bad  thing  to  mortgage  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  drive  capital  away,  but  if  it 
is  a  good  thing  to  mortgage  then  it  is  a  bad 
thing  to  drive  money  from  the  colony.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  was  wrong  in 
saying  that  it  was  a  bad  thing  to  mortgage. 
Take,  for  instance,  a  man  who  has  expended 
£100  on  labour  upon  a  house  whioh  he  is  build- 
ing ;  he  cannot  finish  it,  for  want  of  money, 
unless  ho  borrows.  Is  he  to  allow  that  build- 
ing to  go  to  wreck  and  ruin  when,  by  the 
expenditure  of  a  small  sum  of  money,  he 
30uld  make  it  reproductive,  to  bring  in  rent 
which  would  not  only  pay  for  his  own  labour, 
but  for  the  money  he  has  spent  upon  it  ?  Take 
a  man  ^ho  has  grassed  his  land,  but  who  has 
no  money  to  stock  it  to  make  it  profitable :  it 
is  necessary  he  should  borrow ;  but,  according 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  he  is  not 
justified  in  borrowing.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Stato  to  help  men  precisely  in  that  position, 
and  that  is  the  intention  of  this  Bill.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  proposal  to  lend  large  sums 
of  money ;  for  if  a  man  wishes  to  borrow 
£S,000  he  cannot  be  considered  to  be  a  poor 
man,  or  one  who  should  come  to  the  State 
to  ask  for  help.  The  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  brought  forward  a  oarious  argu- 
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ment  also.  He  said  that  cheap  money  will 
haye  the  effect  of  lessening  the  improved  value 
for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  It  is  the  first  time 
I  have  heajd  such  on  argument  used.  It  is  a 
singular  argument,  that  the  cheapening  of 
money  lessens  the  values  of  land.  I  always 
understood  it  had  the  contrary  effect,  for  if  you 
sold  a  farm  which  had  upon  it  a  mortgage  at  a 
high  rate  of  interest  you  would  get  less  for  it 
than  if  the  tnortgage  was  at  a  low  race  of  in- 
terest. The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  asked  what  would  be  the  value  of  a  white- 
pine  house  in  thirty-six  years,  but  that  argu- 
ment falls  to  the  ground  when  the  fact  is  re- 
membered that  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  loan  will 
have  been  paid  off  in  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years,  and  that  there  will  be  an  appreciable 
difference  in  the  valuation  of  the  security  at 
that  time  and  the  value  when  the  money 
was  advanced.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  forgets  that  there  is  still  the 
land,  and  the  increased  value  from  the  time 
the  money  is  lent  till  the  time  it  is  to  be 
repaid.  I  think  the  value  will  then  be  very 
considerably  increased,  and  the  security  un- 
doubted. I  was  rather  surprised  at  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  said  with 
regard  to  the  exclusion  of  the  State  tenantry 
from  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  Bill. 
Why,  the  honourable  member  baa  admitted 
over  and  over  again  that  the  village-settlement 
scheme  has  been  a  grand  success. 

Mr.  PIRANI.—Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HALL. — And  yet  this  is  only  legislation 
of  the  same  kind ;  it  is  only  the  same  scheme, 
on  a  larger  scale  I  The  man  with  five  acres  of 
village-land  borrows  £25  for  a  house.  He  gets 
an  advance  of  about  one-half  on  his  bush- 
felling,  and  so  on,  often  valued  at  £7  10s. 
and  £10  an  acre.  These  settlers  pay  their 
rent  regularly,  and  the  State  considers  this 
splendid  security.  The  State  keeps  the  fee- 
simple  of  the  land:  and  it  will  have  security 
on  the  larger  areas  proposed  under  this  Bill. 
This  is  on  all-fours  with  the  village-settlement 
scheme,  and  I  may  say  I  think  the  State  has 
full  value  in  the  security  in  this  case.  The 
question  has  arisen,  Has  the  country  asked 
for  this  measure  ?  I  say,  most  emphatically. 
Yes.  If  I  am,  at  any  rate,  to  take  my  own 
district  as  a  criterion,  I  was  asked  during 
the  election,  both  off  the  platform  and  on  it, 
whether  I  would  be  in  favour  of  a  scheme 
whereby  money  would  be  lent  out  to  settlers 
at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest.  I  consider,  as 
I  have  said  previously,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the^  small 
settlers,  that  inoney  should  be  borrowed  and 
lent  out  at  a  cheap  rate  of  interest :  the  large 
owners  can  look  after  themselves.  Then, 
is  borrowing  disastrous  when  the  money  is 
for  reproductive  purposes?  As  I  have  said 
before,  whenever  it  is  used  for  reproductive 
purposes  it  cannot  be  said  it  is  not  well  used. 
Take  the  leaseholder :  What  is  his  position  ? 
At  the  end  of  six  years  he  must  have  20  per 
cent,  of  his  area  in  grass ;  he  must  also  have 
an  amount  equal  to  £1  per  acre  in  improve- 
ments on  his  land  besides.  Now,  when  he  has 
Mr.  Hall 


made  these  improvements  so  far,  I  think  b« 
is  entitled  to  some  consideration,  and  to  have 
some  means  extended  whereby  he  may  make 
his  land  more  reproductive.  When  money  is 
available,  he  will  use  it  for  the  best  interests 
of  himself,  and  consequently  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony.  The  great  hardship  the  settleta 
have  felt  in  the  past  with  regard  to  borrowing 
money  has  not  been  entirely  confined  to  the 
excessive  interest  which  they  have  had  to  pay 
— and,  notwithstanding  the  many  contradic- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  that  statement, 

1  say  that  the  average  rate  of  interest  through- 
out Kow  Zealand  is  now  8  per  cent.  They 
(the  borrowers)  have  not  only,  therefore,  to 
pay  this  large  interest,  but  also  heavy  fees  in 
connection  with  raising  the  mortgage.  I  know 
many  instances  myself  in  which  the  expenses 
have  been  on  this  scale :  There  is,  first  of  all, 
£8  for  procuration ;  the  valuation,  £2 ;  the 
drawing  of  the  deeds,  £2  ;  and  other  expenses, 
£4 :  making  a  total  of  £16,  which  is  equal  to 

2  per  cent,  on  the  amount  borrowed — £800 ; 
thus  causing  an  extra  i  per  cent,  to  be  added 
to  the  7^  per  cent.,  making  the  total  8  per 
cent.,  or  3  per  cent,  more  than  the  settlor 
would  have  to  pay  under  this  Government 
system.     Now,  if  we  can  abolish  that,  and 

,2Q  the  great  apprehension  that  many 
settlers  feel  when  they  go  to  borrow 
money  that  they  may  fail  to  raise  it,  it  would  be 
a  good  thing.  In  many  instances  settlers  have 
collapsed  because  they  have  no  confidence  in 
the  Ixirrowing  system.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  further,  because  I  have  said  sub- 
stantialf^  what  I  wished  to  say.  I  shall  give 
a  general  support  to  the  Bill,  though  I  shall 
be  inclined  to  vote  for  amendments,  first,  to 
lessen  the  amount  to  be  lent,  and,  secondly,  to 
secure  Boards  of  Commissioners  which  shall 
be  removed  from  all  corrupting  influences.  It 
any  member  of  this  House  will  move  in  this 
direction  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  support  him. 
At  the  same  time,  I  may  say  I  congratulate  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  having  brought  forward 
this  measure  on  such  very  short  notice.  Taking 
the  Bill  altogether,  it  is  a  very  good  one ;  and  I 
am  sure  there  is  sufScient  intelligence  in  this 
House  to  make  the  Bill  workable  and  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  PIKANI. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  Sir.  The  honourable  member  foe 
Waipawa  misrepresented  me  when  he  said  that 
I  stated  I  was  opposed  to  the  Bill  including 
Crown  tenants.  What  I  said  was  that  the  Bill 
could  not  include  Crown  tenants,  because  the 
provisions  would  not  apply.  I  am  in  favour  of 
including  Grown  tenants  in  the  proper  manner, 
but  not  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  Bill  as 
drafted. 

Major  HARRIS. — Sir,  this  is  a  matter  I 
have  taken  a  considerable  interest  in  since  the 
J  year  1881.  I  have  advocated  it  on  several 
occasions,  and  I  found  that  at  that  time  the 
settlers  were  pleased  at  the  very  idea  of  it. 
What  their  feeling  is  at  present  I  am  not 
aware,  but  I  think  they  must  have  changed 
their  minds  very  considerably  if  they  do  not 
approve  of  it  now.    I  thank  the  Qovetninent 
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for    having   bronght  this  meiunre  before  the 
Hoose,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  result,  and 
whether    the    Bill    goes    through    Committee 
in    its    present    shape    or   not,    I  think   the 
settiers   generally  have  reason  to   thank  the 
Government  for  taking  them  into  consideration 
at  all.     In  reference  to  the  opposition  to  this 
measure,  I  take  very  little  notice  of  that  at  all, 
as  I  think   it  carries  very  little  weight.     For 
instance,   in    times   past  we  have  heard  what 
has  been  said  about  the  Cheviot  Estate,  and 
what  the  purchase  of  that  estate  was  going  to 
lead  to.     We  know  that  theie  were  as  many 
members  against  that  as  there  are  against  this 
measure,  and  the  prophecies  were  that  it  was 
to  be  a  very  great  failure;  and  now  wo  hear 
this  is  to  bo  a  great  iailure.     I  remember  when 
the  Land-  and  Income-tax  Bill  was  proposed 
as  a  substitute  for  the  property-tax :  when  that 
measure  was  before  the  Hoase  there  were  as 
many  prophecies  of  evil  against  it  as  there 
are  against  this.     It  was  said  that  the  money 
oould  not  be  received  under  the  land-tax,  and 
it  was  afterwards  found  that   a  considerable 
snm  over  what  was  estimated  by  the  Qovern- 
ment  was  obtained  under  the  new  proposal ;  and 
this  also  was  to  oppress  the  settlers  very  much. 
The   settlers  found  out  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  them.     They  had  been  taxed  on  their 
improvements,   and   they  were   relieved    from 
Euoh  taxation.     So  that  we  need  pay  very  little 
attention  to   opposition  coming  from   such   a 
quarter.     At  the  same  time,  it  is  well  to  hear 
Both  sides  of  the  question,  and  to  let  honour- 
able members  judge  between  the  parties.    We 
have  been  told,  as  we  were  told  in  regard  to 
the  land-  and  income-tax,  tbat  the  Oovem- 
ment  are  driving  capital  out  of  the  country. 
That  is  strange,  because   some  of  those  very 
honourable  gentlemen  have  also  stated  that 
this  Government  is  reducing  the   rate  of  in- 
terest.    Now,  some  of  the  honourable  members 
oppoeite  state  that  they  could  obtain  money  at 
S  per  cent.    I  think  it  is  very  good  of  them  to 
make  that  known  to  honourable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  because  some  honour- 
able   members    on    this    side    of   the    House 
who  may  possibly   require   money  may   thus 
be  put    in  the  way  of   getting    it.     I   think, 
however,   this    House    should    not   be    made 
the    medium    of    advertising    cheap    money. 
If  advertising  is  to    be    done    it   should   be 
done  through    the    newspapers.     Those   who 
have  obtained  money  at  5  per  cent,  must  have 
very  good  security,  and  such  transactions  must 
take  place  on  a  lai^e  scale.    Small  holders  of 
property,  I  feel  quite  certain,  cannot  obtain 
money  at  such  a  rate.    There  is  no  member 
in  this  House  who  knows  of  a  person  pos- 
sessed of  but  small  property  getting  money 
at  5  per  cent,   on  that  property.      If   there 
is  a  member  in  the  House  who  knows  such 
a  case  I  should  like  him  to  speak  up.    There 
is  no  reply  to  that.    It  is  only  the  large  holders 
of  property  who  can  obtain  money  at  5  per 
cent.    I  shall  support  the  Bill,  but  will  reserve 
to  sayseU  the  n^t,  in  Committee,  of  doing 
what  I  can  to  improve  it.    I  believe  it  is  the 
wish  of  the    honourable  gentleman  who  has 


brought  forward  the  measure  that  we  should 
do  our  besc  to  improve  it.  I  object  to  the 
amount  of  £1,500,000,  proposed  to  be  raised  for 
this  parpose.  I  think  we  might  agree  to  a 
smaller  amount  than  that,  seeing  that  we  have 
money  in  the  Public  Trust  Office,  Insurance 
Office,  and  Post  Office.  If  these  moneys  oould 
be  utilised  to  commence  such  a  scheme  it 
might  be  well,  and  then,  subsequently,  if  it 
was  found  desirable,  the  scheme  could  be  en- 
larged. I  should  like,  however,  the  people  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  I  object  also  to 
the  Bill  in  this  respect :  that  the  money  is  to 
be  lent  on  land  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  require  persons  to 
bring  their  title  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act, 
because  it  will,  perhaps,  cost  them  ,£20.  I 
have  known  several  cases  where  it  has  cost 
£20.  I  object  to  the  salaries  which  it  is 
proposed  to  pay,  for  I  think  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible for  this  scheme  to  be  managed  by  the 
officers  at  present  in  the  Government  service. 
I  object  to  the  maximum  grant  being  £5,000 — 
I  think  if  we  made  it  £1,000  it  would  be  much 
better ;  and  I  have  an  objection  also  to  the 
minimum  advance  being  fixed  at  £50.  I  think 
it  would  give  greater  satisfaction  if  the  sum 
fixed  were  much  smaller.  It  is  the  very 
small  people  I  like  to  favour  all  I  possibly 
can.  I  think  if  it  were  £25  it  would  be  very 
much  better.  There  are  a  great  many  of  them 
I  know  have  taken  up  rough  land  in  the  back 
country.  They  have  taken  up  land  with  very 
little  means  to  do  it.  They  depend  a  good  deaJ 
upon  the  labour  they  can  get  round  about. 
They  go  away  with  little  else  than  the  flour 
they  take  with'  them,  and  an  axe  on  their 
shoulder;  and  I  think,  after  spendiug  their  time 
in  the  bush,  they  can  quickly  improve  it  to  the 
extent  of  £50,  and  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage to  them  if  they  could  obtain  an  advance  of 
£25  upon  their  improvements.  I  feel  sure  they 
would  be  very  thankful  if  they  could  get  that. 
We  have  been  told  this  afternoon,  by  a  gentle- 
man who  should  have  known  a  great  deal 
better,  that  the  farmers  have  been  pets,  and  he 
says  that  they  get  the  £500  exemption.  Well, 
Sir,  residents  in  towns  get  the  same.  Those 
who  have  properties  in  towns  get  the  £500  ex. 
emption,  and  I  do  not  see  that  farmers  can  be 
looked  upon  aa  pets  in  a  case  like  that,  where 
others  are  receiving  a  like  benefit.  I  regret  very 
much  that  there  should  be  a  mention  at  all  of 
the  farmers  as  against  the  townspeople.  I 
think  we  ought  to  agree  that  what  is  good  for 
the  one  would  be  good  for  the  other,  and  not  to 
grudge  giving  a  little  assistance  to  the  farmers 
seeing  that  they  have  such  a  number  of 
roads  to  make,  and  that  all  the  improve- 
ments done  in  the  country  have  to  be  done 
by  them :  and  no  doubt  they  are  of  assist- 
ance to  the  towns,  for,  of  course,  the  towns 
could  not  do  without  them.  I  should  like  that 
we  should  feel  that  there  is  really  no  com- 
pulsion about  this  at  all.  There  is  no  farmer 
compelled  to  take  the  money  if  he  can  get 
the  money  cheaper  or  to  greater  advantage 
from  a  private  individual.  There  is  nothing 
to  compel  him   to  take  it  from  the  Qovem- 
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ment ;  so  that  there  is  no  disadTantage  to 
him  in  that  respect.  Now,  it  has  been  men- 
tioned iiere  this  evening  that  this  will  be  no 
good  to  settlers  who  are  already  in  debt — that 
they  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  advanoes.  I 
feel  confident  they  coald  obtain  advances,  and 
oould  pay  oS  thoir  present  mortgages  with 
them,  with  the  money  from  the  Government — 
that  is,  if  they  could  get  sufficient  to  pay  oS  the 
inorteages  at  present.  As  to  the  amount  of 
two-thirds,  well,  I  think  that  that  moans  that 
tAie  officials  who  would  have  to  look  after  this 
matter  would  be  empowered  to  go  to  that  ex- 
tent ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  they  would 
go  to  the  two-thirds  limit  in  any  case.  They 
would  have  power  to  do  so  if  they  thought  it 
worth  \\hile  to  do  it.  I  think  it  will  be  a  great 
advantage  to  persons  to  have  thirty-six  years 
in  which  to  pay  the  money ;  and  they  will  feel, 
while  they  are  paymg  the  1  per  cent,  over  and 
above  the  5  per  cent ,  that  that  goes  towards 
paying  of!  the  principal.  I  think  that  will  be 
a  very  great  advantage,  and  particularly  so 
when  they  know  that  they  can  reduce  the 
amount  of  their  indebtedness  as  they  go  on  by 
paying  sums  in  at  any  time  they  wish.  I  also 
think  the  charge  made  by  the  Government  for 
obtaining  this  money  is  reasonable.  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  longer  at  this  hour  of  the 
morning. 

Mr.  WARD. — Sir,  I  can  quite  understand 
that  on  a  subject  so  intricate  and  difficult  as 
this  some  honourable  members  should  have  a 
certain  amount  of  misapprehension  and  mis- 
conception, and  I  say,  without  any  discourtesy 
to  honourable  members  who  have  endeavoured 
to  study  and  master  the  Bill,  that  in  some 
cases  they  have  a  very  incorrect  idea  of  what 
is  intended  under  tlie  Bill.  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  this  before  I  finish.  I  know  I  shall  have 
to  travel  at  a  very  rapid  pace  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  criticisms  of  the  Bill  within  the 
limited  time  of  half  an  hour.  The  honourable 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  at  least, 
when  he  proceeded  to  criticize  the  Bill  very 
severely — and,  having  made  bis  criticism,  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  debate,  he  took  himself 
away  from  the  House,  and  did  not  remain  to 
hear  what  was  said  in  connection  with  the  im- 
portant points  he  raised — did  not  understand 
the  matter,  or  else  placed  the  position  before 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  honour- 
able members.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  cost 
of  raising  the  loan,  and  to  the  amount  of  the 
expenses  in  connection  with  that  loan,— to  the 
lawyers'  fees,  as  well  as  the  other  expenses.  I 
shall  come  to  that  matter  presently.  Before  I 
proceed  further,  however,  let  me  say  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Patoa  that  his  state- 
ment that  this  Bill  had  been  altered  since  it 
was  introduced  is  incorrect.  The  title  of  the 
Bill  was  altered,  but  nothing  in  the  Bill  save  the 
title  was  changed.  The  Bill  in  every  other  re- 
spect is  the  same  as  it  was  prepared  in  the  first 
instance,  and  there  is  no  alteration  in  it.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  stock 
had  gone  down  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Financial  Statement.  It  is  a  pity  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  adhere  more  closely 
Major  Harris 


to  facts.  What  has  happened  since  the  Finan* 
cial  Statement  was  delivered  ?  I  may  say  that 
I  have  in  my  hand,  but  have  not  time  to 
read  it,  a  full  risumg  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment whioh  appeared  in  the  London  7Sme$ 
and  in  other  London  daily  papers  a  day  or 
two  after  the  Statement  was  delivered  in  the 
House,  in  which  the  whole  of  the  important 
proposals  contained  in  the  Statement  ware  re- 
viewed. The  cheap-money  scheme,  the  proposal 
to  obtaJB  £750,000  for  land-purchase  and  road- 
ing — all  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  in  the  London  newspapers  on 
the  21th  July ;  and  this  is  what  has  happened: 
Our  1-per-cent.  stocks  have  advanced  from  107 
to  109J,  and  the  3-per-cents  have  since  gone  np 
from  101  to  103.  I  am  absolutely  correct  in 
what  I  am  saying.  The  information  I  have 
given  honourable  members  is  contained  in  the 
oables  of  the  6th  September, — a  few  days  ago, 
— and  the  statement  I  am  making  is  perfectly 
correct.  During  the  debate  I  have  been  twitted 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  with 
having  made  a  slip  of  an  "  0  "  in  the  remarks  I 
made  in  introducing  the  Bill.  I  stated  at  the 
time,  before  sitting  down,  that  I  had  in  the 
hurry  misread  my  notes.  But  two  honourable 
gentlemen  in  the  House  have  since  made  worse 
slipi!.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea  said 
the  Government  under  these  proposals,  on  the  1 
per  cent,  repayments,  would  acquire  £150,000  a 
year.  Compare  this  with  my  slip.  He  turned 
£15,000  into  £150,000;  and  he  has  the  coolness 
to  twit  me  with  having  made  a  slip  of  on  "0"! 
But  honourable  members  have  not  thought  it 
proper  to  similarly  twit  my  honourable  friend 
with  having  put  one  "  0  "  too  many 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  what  they 
"0." 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member,  in 
that  case,  said  £150,000 :  it  was  quite  a  pardon- 
able slip,  and  any  one  might  easily  fall  into 
the  same  error,  I  remind  liim  of  his  mistake 
just  to  show  that  people  who  live  in  glass 
houses  should  not  throw  stones.  Again,  what 
did  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  say? 
He  said  £750,000  was  paid  to  the  Assurance 
Fund.  To  have  been  correct  he  should  have 
stated  £7,500,  I  corrected  him,  and  then  he 
said  he  had  made  a  slip,  and  put  liimself  right. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — It  was  not  of  so  much  con- 
sequence as  yours. 

Mr,  WARD. — Slips  of  this  sort  sumetimea 
occur  when  such  matters  are  hurriedly  dealt 
with  in  the  House.  The  honourable  member 
for  Kelson,  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  made  a  much  worse  slip  than  I  did,  and 
yet  they  both  coolly  criticized  my  slip,  and  for- 
got their  own  entirely.  I  remind  them  of  thii ; 
it  may  do  them  good.  I  corrected  the  mistake 
at  once,  and  I  think  honourable  members  have 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  this  respect,  I 
have  just  one  word  to  say  about  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs.  He  said  that 
this  Bill  was  a  copy  of  the  Victorian  Act. 
When  I  heard  him  say  that  I  was  very  maok 
amused,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not 
a  copy  of  that  Act.  I  have  no  oopy,  and  I  felt 
perfectly  sure  that  the  draftsman  had  not  a 
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eopj.  I  sent  to  the  draftsman  asking  if  he  faod 
a  oopy  of  the  Victorian  Act,  and  he  luanrecl  me 
kbat  he  had  not,  nor  had  he  used  that  Aot  in 
eonnection  with  this  one,  and  since  Dr.  New- 
man had  made  the  statement  he  had  tried  but 
failed  to  get  a  copy  of  it.  Finally,  I  asked  the 
hoaoat&ble  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  if 
he  had  a  copy,  and  he  kindly  lent  me  his 
copy  to-night.  Then  I  found,  by  a  close  ex- 
amination of  the  Victorian  Act,  tliat  the  only 
similarity  between  the  Victorian  one  and  this  is 
in  the  last  sohedale,  which  happens  to  be  the 
came — ^namely,  a  5-per-cent.  table.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  should  be  more  careful 
in  regard  to  hia  arguments,  because  when 
an  honourable  member  begins  to  criticize  an 
important  Bill  like  this  he  should  ba  well 
fortified  before  depreciating  the  efforts  of 
the  Goremment  in  introducing  it:  and  he 
should  not  have  made  a  statement  which  is 
incorrect.  The  fact  is,  the  rate  of  interest 
being  the  same,  the  table  was  bound,  if  cor- 
rectly computed,  to  be  the  same.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  and  some  other  members 
miaezplaiiied,  or  they  do  not  understand, 
the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  work  this 
land-bond  system.  What  did  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  say  ?  He  said, 
aaanming  that  a  man  wanted  to  borrow  £500, 
what  would  he  require  to  do  ?  He  would 
lequire  to  go  to  his  butcher  with  bis  bond,  and 
probably  have  to  pay  something  by  way  of  dis- 
ooant  before  he  got  the  money.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  a  man  wanted  to  borrow  £500  he  would 
not  get  the  bond  at  all,  as  the  bond  would  be 
given  to  the  man  who  lent  the  money  to  the  Go- 
vernment. Yet  in  discussing  that  important 
point  the  honourable  member  absolutely  led  this 
House  to  suppose  that  the  man  who  borrowed 
the  money  was  the  man  who  got  the  bonds  t 
But  the  man  who  borrows  the  money  is  not  the 
man  who  gets  the  bonds.  The  man  who  lends 
the  money  is  the  man  who  gets  the  bonds, 
irhich  is  a  very  material  difference.  The 
hoDoarable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  criticized 
the  Bill  not  unfairly,  but  he  made  one  or  two 
statements  that  I  shall  refer  to  as  I  pass  on.  He 
said  ttiat  money  was  hoarded  up  because  the 
ooofideiice  of  capital  was  shaken.  I  want  to 
know,  that  being  the  cose,  how  it  if  that  one 
institution  alone  is  said  to  have  sent  out  some- 
thing like  a  million  pounds  from  the  people  of 
this  colony ;  and  I  think  it  is  nnfair  for  the 
hoDonrabie  gentleman  to  make  a  statemeitt  to 
the  effect  that  there  is  a  want  uf  coutidenoe 
in  the  Administration  of  this  country,  causing 
money  to  be  withdrawn  from  investment  in  the 
ooiony.  Bat  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
It  was  rather  difficult  to  argue  against  such  a 
scheme  as  this :  and  probably  it  was  difficult 
for  him  to  so  argue,  seeing  that  he  advocated 
the  boixowing  of  twenty  millions  in  18T7  for  a 
scheme  nnder  mnch  more  unfavourable  condi- 
tioDs.  He  said  that  taxation  was  then  much 
lower  than  it  is  now.  Was  not  that  a  very 
good  reason  for  now  endeavouring  •to  give  the 
people  cheaper  money.  And  if  their  taxes  were 
io  mnch  less  then,  surely  they  could  better 
sSocd  to  pay  more  for  their  money.    Then 
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the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  borrow 
twenty  millions.  Would  honourable  members 
believe  that  at  the  time  he  referred  to  the 
total  amount  of  mortgages  existing  in  this 
colony  was  only  £5,645,248,  including  town 
and  country  mortgagen?  Yet  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  professes  to  be  so  cautious,  ad- 
vocated the  borrowing  of  twenty  millions  of 
money — to  do  what  ?  To  wipe  oft  £5,635,248  of 
mortgages. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — ^Theie  are  no  records  to 
show  that. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  does 
not  like  that.  If  the  honourable  member  wishes 
for  records,  he  has  only  to  look  up  the  parlia- 
mentary  returns,  and  he  will  find  the  whole 
thing  there  recorded :  £5.635,248  was  the  amount 
of  mortgages,  and  £20,000,000  was  the  amount 
that  my  honourable  friend  advocated  should 
be  borrowed ;  and  he  also  advocated  that  the 
money  should  be  lent  at  6  per  cent.  Then  he 
went  on  to  coolly  ask.  Even  if  this  money 
were  borrowed,  what  advantage  would  it  be  to 
farmers,  to  lend  it  at  5  per  cent.  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  money  lent 
at  5  per  cent,  would  be  of  small  benefib  to  the 
farmers.  All  I  can  say  is,  if  there  is  to  be 
very  little  advantage  to  the  farmers  out  of  our 
proposal,  what  advantage  would  it  be  to  them 
to  obtain  money*at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  as 
the  honourable  member  suggested?  And  yet 
be  went  on  to  say  that  he  approved  of  a  scheme 
to  advance  the  money  to  settlers  out  of  the  de- 
posits in  the  Post-Offioe  Savings-Bank.  He  is 
most  inconsistent.  Now,  I  want  to  know  where 
the  difference  comes  in.  If  he  used  the  de- 
posits of  the  people  lodged  in  the  Post-Office 
Savings-Bank  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
loans  to  people  in  this  colony,  where  is  the 
difference  between  doing  that  and  paying  in- 
terest to  the  people  direct,  as  is  proposed 
under  this  Bill  7  There  is  little  or  no  differ- 
ence. Any  proposals  the  Oovernment  makes 
would  be  opposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. I  now  pass  on  to  the  remarks  of  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout) ;  and  I  want,  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  to  place  before  the  House,  in  the 
first  instance,  what  the  position  is.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stated  deliberately  here 
that  there  would  be  a  loss  of  £20,000  a  year 
interest  upon  the  investment  proposal,  and  he 
gave  a  series  of  figures  to  show  how  this  loss 
would  be  incurred.  He  said  the  Treasurer  for- 
got to  tall  the  House  what  the  loss  was  going 
to  be  between  the  time  the  money  was  raised 
and  the  time  it  would  be  paid  by  the  colony 
and  become  interest-bearing,  and  what  the  cost 
was  of  raising  the  loan.  I  forgot  nothing  of  the 
sort ;  and  now  I  will  tell  honourable  members 
what  the  cost  would  be  of  raising  a  million  of 
money.  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
clearly  understood  it  when  he  asked  the  House 
to  believe  that  there  would  be  a  loss  of  £15,000- 
at  1  per  cent.  When  he  said  that,  he  knew 
perfectly  well  thai  the  loan  was  extending  over 
thirty-six  years,  and  that,  in  respect  to  the  cost 
of  raiding  it,  it  was  not,  as  he  asked  us  to  sup- 
pose, all  chargeable  in  one  year,  but  ought  to  be  - 
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extended  over  the  whole  period  for  which  the 
loan  18  issued.  Upon  a  loan  of  a  million  to  be 
raised  at  3^  per  cent.,  the  cost  of  raising  would 
be  £15,000,  and  management  and  expenses 
£15,000 ;  the  interest  at  3^  per  cent,  would  be 
£35,000;  the  Insurance  Fund,  £5,00(>;  and  the 
investments,  £1,000,000:  that  would  make  it 
£1,070,000.  On  the  other  side,  the  credit 
would  be  £1,000,000  for  the  money  invested ; 
valuation-fees  to  be  paid  would  be  £1,050  ;  the 
interest  at  5  per  cent.,  to  be  paid  back  to  the 
department,  would  come  to  £50,000  ;  fees  for 
law-costs,  £526 :  or  a  total  of  £1,061,575.  Now, 
from  the  £1,070,000  there  is  to  be  deducted 
£14,500 — I  am  now  calculating  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years  only,  instead  of  for  thirty-six  years 
— that  leaves  you  a  balance  of  £1,055,500 ;  and 
for  Solicitors  and  Valuers  you  would  require 
to  deduct  £10,000  contributed  by  other  depart- 
ments :  leaving  a  total  of  £1,045,500.  With 
regard  to  this  amount  of  £10,000, 1  would  ask- 
honourable  members  who  have  been  talking 
about  these  expenses  if  I  did  not  explain  to 
the  House  that  these  Solicitors  were  to  do  the 
whole  of  the  business  of  the  Public  Trust  Office 
and  the  Government  Insurance  Office,  and 
other  Government  departments,  and  must  these 
lending  departments  of  the  Government  not  be 
charged  for  the  services  rendered  in  tliat  way  ? 
This  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  would  be  cre- 
dited with  the  amount  of  £10,000,  the  contribu- 
tion for  work  done  for  other  departments,  and 
the  fees  for  work  done  by  the  office ;  and,  in 
connection  with  a  million  of  money  raised  in 
the  way  I  have  just  stated  to  the  House,  would 
you  believe  that,  instead  of  a  loss,  as  some 
honourable  members  have  tried  to  make  out, 
there  would  be  a  profit  to  the  colony  of  over 
£6,000  on  transactions  extending  over  thirty-six 
years  and  a  half  ? 

Mr.  FBASEB.— What  about  the  mortgage- 
tox? 

Mr.  WABD. — The  mortgage-tax  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  this  position.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  the  mortgage-tax,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  be  put  off  this  matter.  The  posi- 
tion has  been  utterly  misrepresented.  That 
is  often  very  astutely  done  by  certain  mem- 
bers of  this  House ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  put 
this  table  of  the  exact  position  in  Haiisard, 
and  I  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen  to  dis- 
pute it  if  they  can.  Every  item  that  ought  to 
be  debited  is  debited,  and,  instead  of  a  loss, 
as  some  honourable  members  endeavoured  to 
show,  there  would  be,  under  this  proposal,  a  pro- 
fit of  over  £6,000  after  debiting  it  fully;  and 
honourable  members  who  from  their  standing  in 
the  House  ought  to  know  better  have  no  right 
to  attempt  to  mislead  the  House  and  the 
country  in  such  an  important  matter  as  this, 
which  could  be  demonstrated  with  the  great- 
est possible  case  if  honourable  members  would 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  it.  The  honourable 
member  asks  what  about  the  mortgage-tax. 
We  beard  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  say  this  was  going 
to  cost  £6,200  on  £1,500,000,  and  we  heard  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
£arnshaw)  repeat  the  same  error,  and  the 
Mr.  Ward 


honourable  member  for  Waitemata  and  honour- 
able gentlemen  all  round  the  House  were  doing 
„  on  the  same  thing.  Now,  did  these  mem- 
'  bers  not  know  there  was  a  deduction 
of  £500  to  be  made  from  the  £1,500  mort- 
gage before  the  mortgage- tax  is  levied  at  all  f 
If  they  did  know,  why  did  they  not  deduct  it  ? 
Does  it  not  show  that  these  honourable  mem- 
bers do  not  know  what  they  have  been  talking 
about?  I  tell  them  now  at  any  rate  that  it  is 
so.  And  I  say  they  do  not  know  what  they  are 
talking  about.  If  they  look  at  the  Land  and 
Income  Assessment  Act  they  will  find  that 
there  is  an  exemption  of  £500  on  a  mort- 
gage up  to  £1,500  to  be  deducted,  the  exemp- 
tion decreasing  by  £1  for  every  £2  of  increas* 
in  the  amount  of  mortgage.  Those  honoar- 
able  members  made  no  deduction,  as  waa 
clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  said,  "  You  have  not 
provided  for  the  mortgage-tax."  What  is  the 
position  of  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment and  the  Public  Trust  Office  ?  Do  they 
deduct  the  mortgage-tax  7  Most  undeniably  not. 
The  Government  do  not  intend  to  deduct  the 
mortgage-tax  in  each  individual  cose.  What 
would  be  the  position  by  the  time  the  million 
of  money  had  been  lent  out?  Instead  of  the 
loss  which  members  talk  about,  the  loss  woald 
be  about  £2,000.  It  would  really  seem  oa  if 
members  assume  that  the  whole  of  the  twenty- 
nine  millions  advanced  to  the  people  of  the 
colony  at  the  present  time  was  going  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  Government  under  this  scheme. 
We  know  that  there  are  now  people  in  the 
colony  trying  to  put  out  money  at  5J  or  6  per 
cent.  But  were  they  doing  it  before  they 
heard  of  this  proposal  ?  Certainly  not.  If  private 
individuals  are  found  willing  to  lend  money 
at  5  per  cent,  the  Government  will  be  only  too 
glad  to  step  s^ide.  The  Government  merely 
desire  to  see  cheap  money  in  the  colony,  and,  if 
the  effect  of  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
is  to  induce  private  individuals  to  supply  the 
necessary  want,  that  is  all  we  require.  When 
honourable  members  talk  of  the  deduction  o£ 
the  mortgage-tax,  let  them  fairly  put  the  posi- 
tion. Kven  if  it  were  intended  to  charge  the 
mortgage-tax  it  would  not  be  imposed  on  ex- 
isting loans,  but  on  fresh  business ;  and  if  we 
advance  a  million  a  year  on  individual  mort- 
gages, the  tax,  so  far  as  the  Government  are 
concerned,  will  not  be  calculated  at  all  on 
individual  mortgages,  but  the  gross  amount  of 
the  mortgages  will  be  calculated  and  the  lend- 
ing office  will  be  asked  to  provide  for  the  tax. 
That  is  the  position  which  the  Public  Trust 
Office  and  the  Government  Insureince  Depart- 
ment are  now  in.  Therefore,  if  honourable 
members  think  the  Government  intend  to  pnt 
an  incubus  on  the  shoulders  of  the  settlers 
in  this  way,  they  have  made  a  great  mistake, 
because  it  was  never  intended,  and,  in  fact, 
would  not  be  likely  to  be  the  case.  Then, 
again,  about  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  We  heard 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  talk 
a  great  deal  about  the  Bankruptcy  Act;  and 
what  did  he  say  7  He  said,  "  Does  the  House 
know  that  under  the  proposals  of  the  Qorata- 
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jnent  a  man  may  get  his  discharge  from 
every  creditoi  but  the  Government,  but  for  the 
term  of  his  nataral  life  he  would  remain  un- 
discharged in  connection  with  his  liability 
imder  this  Bill  ?  "  The  Bankruptcy  Act  would 
not  apply  in  this  case  at  all.  Now,  if  honour- 
able members  look  at  the  Bankruptcy  Act  of 
1892,  clause  132,  subsection  {d),  they  will  find 
that  under  the  law  as  it  stands  at  present  a 
man  is  responsible  to  the  Grown  even  if  he  ob- 
tains a  discharge  from  bis  other  debts.  What 
we  are  doing  under  this  Bill  is  only  widening 
the  existing  law.  For  what  purpose  ?  For 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  State.  When 
the  GoTemment  advances  up  to  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  the  security  it  is  essential 
that  the  State  should  be  protected,  and  we 
have  therefore  taken  the  necessary  safeguard 
in  this  Bill  by  saying  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
ahodld  not  apply,  and,  in  doing  that,  we  have 
only  made  an  extension  of  what  is  already  the 
law.  Yet  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  said  this  was  tin  outrageous  and  dreadful 
condition  imposed  under  the  BiU  upon  the 
nnfortonate  settlor.  But,  as  I  have  shown, 
all  that  he  referred  to  is  done  under  the  exist- 
ing Bankruptcy  Act,  and  we  have  simply  made 
an  extension  of  it.  If  it  is  thought  necessary 
in  Committee  that  this  important  clause  should 
be  amended  so  as  to  insure  for  the  man  who  is 
unfortunate  enough  to  go  through  the  Bank- 
raptcy  Court  the  necessary  protection  to  enable 
him  to  go  back  and  resume  his  holding  of 
land,  I  am  willing  to  consider  that.  But  I 
assure  honourable  members  that  the  colony  is 
not  going  to  be  put  in  a  position  whereby  any 
creditor,  or  any  combination  of  people,  may 
Bay,  "  Here  is  the  Government  which  has 
advanced  so  much  to  the  settler;  under  the 
circumstances,  we  are  going  to  have  a  hand 
in  taking  from  this  man  what  he  has  ao- 
qniied  from  the  Government."  We  are  not 
going  to  put  the  settler,  or  any  person  who 
obtains  a  loan  under  the  Bill,  in  that  posi- 
tion. It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  person  who 
Itas  obtained  a  loan  from  the  Government  that 
he  shoold  be  protected  in  the  way  now  sug- 
gested. Kow,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  said 
that  this  was  a  departure  from  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  I  have  heard  it  said  by  honour- 
able members  in  the  House  during  this  evening 
and  the  other  evenmg  that  this  was  also  a 
departure  from  the  Governor's  Speech.  I  am 
very  much  surprised  to  bear  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  read  the  Financial  Statement 
and  the  Governor's  Speech  come  to  this  House 
and  say  it  is  a  new  departure.  In  what  re- 
spect is  it  a  departure  7  It  is  a  departure  so 
far  as  the  details  are  concerned,  and  in  the 
introduction  of  a  provision  to  advance  to 
leaseholders :  but  nearly  every  member  of  this 
House  wanted  that  put  in.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  introduced  it  into  the  House  in  the 
Trostees  Bill ;  and,  lest  the  Trustees  Bill  should 
not  go  through,  I  decided  that  it  should  be 
put  into  this  Bill,  so  as  to  stiengthen  the 
position  of  the  Government  in  their  endeavour 
to  assist  the  leaseholders  who  have  taken  up 
land  for  settlement  in  the  colony.    The  Govern- 


ment thought  that  leaseholders  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  cheap  money,  and 
we  have  therefore  put  it  into  the  Bill.  We 
have  heard  honourable  members  say  that  this 
is  one  of  the  reasons  for  their  opposing  this 
Bill,  because  it  is  a  departure  in  this  respect. 
Now,  I  tell  honourable  members,  with  all  due 
respect,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  bring  down  all 
the  details  of  a  measure  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. If  you  want  strict  adherence  to  the  pro- 
posals in  the  Financial  Statement,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  practically  to  introduce  their 
Bills  side  by  side  with  the  Financial  Statement. 
Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the  proposal  in  this 
Bill  to  raise  debentures  at  4  per  cent.,  I  am 
amused  at  the  misconception  of  some  honour- 
able members  on  this  point.  Now,  I  tell  the 
House  that  the  Government  do  not  intend  to 
pay  even  3}  per  cent,  for  this  money  if  they 
can  get  it  for  less.  They  hope  they  will  not 
require  to  pay  more  than  8  per  cent,  for  it. 
The  proviso  in  the  Bill,  which  says  debentures 
can  be  issued  at  4  per  cent.,  is  very  necessary, 
for  the  reason  that  the  money  may  be  tem- 
porarily required  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  business  under  the  scheme.  Tem- 
porary accommodation  may  be  required  for  two 
or  three  months  at  yarious  times,  in  which 
case  it  would  perhaps  be  necessary  to  pay  at 
the  rate  of  i  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  Member. — But  you  have  it  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  clause  also. 

Mr.  WARD.— If  it  is  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause  it  can  be  struck  out ;  but  I  say  that 
is  the  reason  for  it ;  and  any  Government  or 
any  members  of  this  House  who  wanted 
to  make  a  success  of  a  large  proposal  such 
as  this  would  have  hampered  themselves  in 
the  initiatory  stages  of  carrying  out  the  busi- 
ness of  the  department  if  they  had  not  inserted 
such  a  proviso  as  this.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Polmerston  stated  that  the 
Government  was  intending  to  issue  inscribed 
stock,  and  he  was  surprised  at  the  proposal  to 
issue  inscribed  stock  in  the  first  instance :  but 
the  provision  in  this  Bill  to  issue  debentures 
at  4  per  cent,  is  an  extra  precaution.  Those 
honourable  members  who  say  we  cannot  get 
money  at  3^  per  cent,  do  not  seam  to  know 
what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  and  I  would 
therefore  invite  them  to  listen  for  one  moment 
to  a  paragraph  from  Commerce,  dated  the 
8th  August,  in  which  it  states  that  deposits 
have  fallen  to  ^  per  cent.,  and  it  goes  on  to 
state  further  tUat  call-money  can  be  over- 
whelmingly supplied  at  }  per  cent.  I  am  not 
going  to  read  this  paragraph  at  length,  but  it 
goes  on  to  say  that  nothing  short  of  wholesale 
shipments  of  gold  abroad  could  ever  alter  the 
overburdened  condition  of  the  money-market. 
In  addition  to  that,  there  is  a  statement  in 
another  financial  paper  to  the  effect  that 
£100,000  was  recently  lent  in  London  for 
16s.  8d.  for  the  use  of  it  for  one  day.  I 
think  honourable  members,  -when  they  hear 
that,  will  agree  that  the  Government  should 
be  able  to  gut  the  money  at  3^  per  cent.,  and 
at  as  cheap  rates  as  any  of  the  other  colonies. 
We  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Wai* 
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zarapa  making  comparisons  between  New  Zea- 
land and  Canada,  (he  Gape,  and  Natal.  He 
gays  that  the  Canadian  3j-per-cents  stand  at 
105  to  106,  those  o{  the  Cape  at  106,  and 
those  of  Natal  at  103.  I  think  thoi^e  were  the 
figures  he  quoted.  But  does  not  the  honour- 
able gentleman  know  that  Canada  and  the 
Cape  are  much  older  borrowing  colonies  than 
our  colony?  Is  it  not  something  creditable 
to  this  colony  that  our  stock  stands  at  103? 
The  honourable  member  said  New  Zealand 
stocks  were  only  103,  side  by  side  with  those  of 
Canada,  at  105  ;  the  Cape,  106 ;  and  Natal,  103. 
I  say  the  honourable  member  cannot  point  to 
any  time  in  the  history  cf  this  colony  when  our 
stocks  ever  before  reached  these  figures.  The 
honourable  member,  I  am  sorry  to  say — like 
some  other  honourable  members — makes  state- 
ments apparently  for  the  purpose  of  decrying 
the  credit  of  this  colony.  Who  is  responsible 
for  whatever  want  of  confidence  there  may 
have  been  from  time  to  time  in  respect  to 
this  colony  at  Home?  Who  has  contributed 
the  articles  to  the  Invtstora'  Review  making 
statements  to  the  detriment  of  New  Zealand  ? 
Who  made  the  communication  to  the  Scots- 
man, which  was  read  by  the  lionourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  to-night? 
Can  the  honourable  member  tell  me  who  made 
it? 

Mr.  BELL. — ^No.  Can  the  honourable  gentle- 
man? 

Mr.  WABD.— No ;  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
honourable  member  knows  who  it  was. 

Mr.  BELL..— No. 

Mr.  WARD.— Certainly  not.  That  informa- 
tion, published  in  the  Scotsman,  looks  very 
much  as  if  somebody  in  this  colony  supplied  it. 

Mr.  BELL. — It  must  have  been  sent  by 
cable. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  was  not  sent  by  cable.  I 
have  read  the  full  risumi  published  by  the 
London  Times  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  article  published  in  the  Scotsman 
looks  as  if  it  had  been  supplied  by  some  one 
who  assumed  that  he  knew  the  finances  of  this 
colony  and  the  Qovernment  proposals.  Who 
has  taken  this  active  interest  in  the  colony  at 
Home  ?  Does  anybody  in  New  Zealand  ever 
take  such  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Scotland, 
for  instance,  as  to  write  here  in  such  a  way 
about  tlieir  aSairs  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— We  have  lent  them  no 
money. 

Mr.  WARD.— No,  but  we  shall  be  able  to  do 
80  some  day,  I  hope.  There  appear  to  be  cer- 
tain busybodies  who  are  ever  ready  to  damage 
the  credit  of  this  colony  so  long  as  they  think 
that  by  doing  so  they  are  injuring  the  credit 
of  the  opposite  party.  In  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  lor  Chalmers,  who  advocated 
the  currency  of  this  colony  being  materially 
changed,  I  may  point  out  to  him'  that  the 
change  which  he  suggested  was  tried  in  Queens- 
land, and  was  an  entire  failure.  The  paper 
currency  there  fell  off  50  per  cent.,  and  a  loss 
of  £20,000  occurred  to  the  Government  during 
the  first  year  it  was  tried.  The  experiment 
was  so  unsatisfactory  that  I  do  not  think  there 
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is  any  probability  of  this  colony  trying  the  sys- 
tem. My  time  is  almost  finished,  and  I  must 
therefore  come  to  an  immediate  conclusion. 
With  regard  to  the  £5,000  limit,  which  soma 
lionourable  members  have  taken  exception  to, 
I  wish  to  say,  if  you  are  going  to  shear  the 
Lending  Board  of  the  power  of  making  solid 
investments,  yon  will  weaken  the  scheme,  and 
prevent  the  making  of  small  investments.  Take 
the  case  of  insurance  companies:  to  enable 
them  to  become  strong  and  safe,  they  find 
it  necessary  to  take  large  risks  as  well  as 
small.  So,  if  you  want  to  make  this  lending 
office  weak,  you  will  confine  it  to  small  in- 
vestments alone.  Wo  want  to  make  small 
loans,  and  that  is  why  I  desire  to  have  the 
loans  spread  over  difierent  classes  of  risks. 
The  strong  must  help  the  weak.  Some  honour- 
able members  —  for  instance,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairau  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City — named  very  small  sums 
as  the  maximum.  If  the  suggestions  of  those 
honourable  members  are  approved  of  in  this 
respect  I  shall  invito  honourable  members  at 
once  to  say  that  the  Bill  shall  go  no  further, 
because  no  Government  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  scheme  which  would  be  made  so 
weak  by  reducing  the  securities  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  would  result  from  only  making  invest- 
ments up  to  £200,  or  even  £800.  In  connection 
with  the  proposal  that  we  should  each  year 
submit  the  requirements  under  this  Act  for 
the  year  to  the  House,  I  wish  to  say  this: 
It  is  an  important  point  that  there  should 
be  a  limit  to  the  amount  to  be  raised  under 
the  Act,  and  in  Committee  I  shall  be  per- 
fectly prepared  to  discuss  the  matter  reason- 
ably. I  want  to  point  out,  however,  that,  if  a 
limit  is  proposed  from  year  to  year,  that  will 
seriously  impede  the  working  of  the  soheme, 
I  would  suggest  to  honourable  members,  in  con- 
nection with  this  point,  that,  if  tliey  want  to 
see  the  business  successfully  carried  on,  it  is  a 
proper  thing  to  say  there  should  be  a  limit ;  but 
if  you  say  the  limit  is  to  be  one  froni  year  to 
year  you  will  seriously  hamper  the  business  of 
such  an  office.  I  think  it  would  be  the  proper 
thing  to  say  it  should  last  for  so  many  years» 
and  stop  there.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  thing. 
It  is  quite  debatable,  and  I  am  prepared  in 
Committee  to  meet  it.  Now,  in  connection 
with  the  expense,  let  me  once  more  point  out 
this  important  fact:  Legal  expenses  at  the 
present  time  cost  us  at  the  rate  of  over  £7,000 
a  year.  I  do  not  say  that  is  excessive;  but 
under  this  proposal  it  is  not  intended  to  add  to 
the  legal  expenses  of  the  country  one  single  six- 
pence. If  honourable  gentlemen  do  not  like 
the  legal  expenses  connected  with  the  scheme, 
let  them  direct  that  the  Registrars  of  Deeds 
shall  perform  this  work.  If  they  wish  to  do 
that,  it  is  possible,  and  can  be  considered  in 
Committee ;  but  the  proposal  in  the  scheme  is 
one  which  will  not  increase  the  legal  expendi- 
ture. The  only  increase  will  be  iu  connection 
with  the  Valuers,  and  I  regard  them  as  more 
important  thaU'  the  Solicitors ;  and  I  think 
the  House  will  be  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
will  see  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
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Uiat  it  ahonld  be  carried.  My  time  is  up,  and 
I  can  only  gay  that  the  Government  are  in 
earnest  in  their  desire  to  benefit  the  people  of 
this  colony,  and  I  believe  lasting  benelite  will 
be  conferred  npon  the  people  if  the  proposals 
in  this  Bill  are  assented  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirteen  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  19th  September,  1894. 


FliEt  Readlnf^— Second  Beading— Sunnyside  Aay- 
lam— BoroaetaB-liKhting— Westland  and  Nelson 
Coalfields  Administration  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakxb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

PIKST  READINGS. 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Hastings  Borough 
Ijoan  Validation  and  Empowering  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
New  Zealand  Company's   Land- claimants 
BOl. 

SUNNYSIDE  ASYLUM. 
The  Hon.  Hr.  JENKINSON  said  he  had 
been  told,  in  regard  to  the  system  of  co-opera- 
tive work  that  had  been  applied  to  skilled 
irorkmen,  that  in  some  cases  these  workmen 
had  not  averaged  6s.  a  day,  and  that  after  the 
cooperative  work  was  done  these  workmen 
irere  given  work  at  a  higher  rate  of  wages  than 
the  ordinary  days  wage  to  compensate  them  for 
the  loss  they  had  incurred  in  working  at  such 
low  wages.  He  asked  a  question  some  time  ago 
«ith  reference  to  fair  wages,  and  it  appeared 
there  was  a  clause  in  the  Public  Works  De- 

ekrtmcnt  conditions  for  tendering  which  stipu- 
ted  that  the  current  rate  of  wages  must  be 
paid.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
certainly  set  a  good  example  ;  and  if  his  in- 
formation was  correct — namely,  that  5s.  a  day 
was  the  actual  amount  earned  by  these  men — 
he  thooght  it  was  not  quite  so  successful  as 
they  could  wish.  Regarding  this  particular 
block  of  buildings  referred  to  in  the  motion, 
he  could  say  from  personal  observation  that  if 
the  men  there  made  anything  like  wages  they 
had  made  them  at  a  loss  to  the  department, 
because  they  were  not  provided  with  sufiS- 
eiently  good  tools  to  carry  out  the  work.  He 
tbonglit,  if  this  return  were  furnished,  they 
Would  be  able  to  see  what  were  the  wages  paid 
to  the  men,  and  would  see  also  the  average 
•mount  earned  by  them  on  this  job.  He  there- 
fore moved  the  motion  standing  in  his  name. 

Uotion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
a  return  be  laid  vyon  the  table  of  the  cost  of  the 
new  block  of  buildings  (containing  baths  and 
eUatts)  at  Sunnyside  Asylum,  referred  to  in  the 
hut  anmial  report  on  asylums,  showing  (1 )  actiial 
cost  of  material,  (3)  actual  cost  of  labour,  (3) 


number  of  men  employed,  and  (4)  time  worked 
and  wages  earned  per  week  by  each  man,  stating 
nature  of  em-ployment,  and  whether  on  co-opera- 
tive or  day  labour." — (Hon.  Mr.  Jemkinsoh.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  objected  to  this 
motion  altogether.  If  they  were  going  to  take 
up  this  position  they  might  as  well  move  for  a 
return  to  find  out  how  shopkeepers  managed 
to  carry  on  an  extensive  business,  what  their 
receipts  were,  what  rates  and  taxes  they  had  to 
pay,  and  what  return  was  left  them,  after  dis- 
charging all  these  demands,  to  meet  business 
engagements.  He  could  see  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  asking  for  returns  of  this  character, 
and  he  was  therefore  prepared  to  move.  That 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  be  not 
adopted.  They  were  met  there  to  legislate  on 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  colony; 
they  were  not  there  merely  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  a  particular  class  of  men — to  find 
out  what  wages  they  got,  and  what  wages  they 
did  not  get.  It  seemed  rather  strange  that  the 
Minister  hod  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  this  was 
a  sort  of  dictation  to  Ministers.  He  could  in- 
form the  honourable  gentleman  that  Ministers 
quite  understood  their  duty,  and  were  not  going 
to  be  dictated  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  motion  was  a  very  proper  one,  and  he 
entirely  agreed  with  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Well,  we  ex- 
pect to  hear  something  from  Ministers  on  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  they 
were  not  going  to  be  dictated  to  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  It  was  a  constant  cause  of 
irritation  to  hear  Ministers  accused  in  this 
way  because  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
get  everything  he  wanted.  He  objected  to  this 
class  of  interruptions  from  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  not 
tolerate  it.  The  honourable-  gentleman  had 
stated  that  Ministers  did  not  say  anything. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— We  expect  the 
Ministers  to  guide  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  they 
were  not  going  to  be  guided  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that,  with 
regard  to  what  had  been  stated  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Jenkinson,  he  always  undpratood  it  had 
been  the  case  hitherto  that  Alinistera  should 
give  their  opinion  upon  matters  of  importance 
like  this ;  and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Ministers  to  express  their  opinion  in  this  case, 
because  it  was  impossible  that  each  individual 
member  of  the  Council  should  know  the  whole 
ins  and  outs  of  the  question.  He  trusted,  there- 
fore, that  for  the  guidance  of  the  Council  Minis- 
ters would  express  an  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  rose  to  a 
point  of  order.  This  refiection  had  been  cast 
upon  him  personally,  he  supposed,  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski.  He  might  say  that  he  -never 
allowed  a  motion  to  pass  by  without  making 
himself  acquainted  with  the  facts.  He  hod  on 
this  occasion  ascertained  from  the  department 
whether  they  hod  any  objection  to  the  motioB, 
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and  he  thought  silence  was  generally  understood 
to  give  consent.  It  was  never  his  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Council  needlessly,  and  he 
did  not  trouble  it  with  more  speeches  than  he 
could  help ;  and  on  this  occasion,  having  ascer- 
tained from  the  department  that  they  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  motion,  he  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  intervene. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  like  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  reply  to  say  briefly  what 
was  the  policy  underlying  his  motion.  Did  he 
desire  to  demonstrate  that  it  was  a  good  thing 
to  take  this  work  on  the  co-operative  principle, 
or  did  he  desire  to  say  that  these  works  having 
been  dealt  with  under  the  co-operative  prin- 
ciple had  led  to  the  payment  of  a  small  wage 
to  the  labourers  7  For  his  own  part,  he  had  no 
objection  at  all  to  the  return.  As  a  matter  of 
interest,  he  wanted  to  know  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  precise  object  was.  He  had 
no  doubt  it  was  a  want  of  keenness  of  per- 
ception on  his  (Dr.  Grace's)  part,  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  him  not  to 
make  it  quite  clear  to  the  Council  what  his 
object  was  in  making  the  inquiry.  Was  it  his 
desire  to  demonstrate  that  the  erection  of 
this  building  by  co-operative  labour  was  a 
good  principle  ?  Secondly,  was  it  his  desire  to 
show  that,  notwithstanding  the  erection  of  the 
building  on  the  co-operative  principle,  the  co- 
operative labourers  did  not  receive  sufUcient 
wages  ?  and  if  that  was  so,  what  did  he  wish  to 
deduce  from  that  argument  7 

The  Hon,  Mr.  SW ANSON  had  been  in  hopes 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  explain 
his  object.  Did  he  propose  to  show  that  the 
workmen  who  were  put  on  the  job  were  supplied 
with  bad  tools  7  II  they  did  not  earn  5s.  a  day, 
was  it  the  Government  or  the  men  who  haid 
lost  by  the  work?  Probably  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  explain  what  was  expected 
bom  the  men  if  they  were  bad  workmen  and 
had  bad  tools  given  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  said  that,  in 
answer  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  he  could  only 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  might  put 
what  construction  bo  liked  on  the  return  when 
it  was  furnished ;  but  he  did  not  want  it  to 
be  thought  that  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
workmen  alone  that  he  had  asked  this  question. 
He  had  the  idea  that  co-operative  work,  when 
extended  to  skilled  work,  would  not  be  a  suc- 
cess. It  might  be  easy  for  the  officers  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  to  give  out  esti- 
mates, and  to  fix  prices  for  unskilled  work  at 
something  near  a  remunerative  rate,  both  for 
the  men  and  for  the  colony.  But  in  the  case 
of  skilled  work,  where  they  had  probably  four  or 
five  diScront  classes  of  workmen  employed,  he 
was  very  much  afraid  the  officers  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  would  not  be  able  to  make 
estimates  sufficiently  exact  either  to  give  the 
workmen  a  good  wage,  or,  if  they  did  give 
them  a  good  wage,  on  the  other  hand  pre- 
vent a  loss  from  accruing  to  the  department. 
In  reference  to  the  particular  work  mentioned 
in  the  motion,  ho  thought  a  great  part  of  it 
was  done  on  the  co-operative  principle ;  and 
when  he  spoke  of  those  workmen  not  having 
Son.  Sir  P.  A,  Buckley 


sufficient  tools,  and  tools  of  the  right  sort  to 
do  the  work,  be  spoke  from  actual  knowledge, 
because  he  happened  to  be  an  Official  Visitor  to 
this  asylum.  During  one  of  his  visits  there  he 
saw  some  of  the  workmen — at  least,  one  maa 
in  particular,  a  bricklayer's  labourer — working 
with  a  bucket  which  had  the  bottom  worn  out, 
and  a  little  bit  of  board  put  in  to  servo  as  a 
bottom ;  and  besides  that  he  had  a  piece  of 
rope  to  haul  up  the  material  to  the  scaffolding, 
but  the  rope  was  8ft,  or  4ft.  too  short.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  if  the  work  was  to  be 
conducted — not  necessarily  in  the  interests  ot 
the  men — but  in  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  department,  these  men 
should  be  furnished  with  good  tools.  He  did 
not  know  whether  these  men  furnished  their 
own  tools  or  not,  but  certainly  they  should 
have  had  better  tools.  At  the  same  time  he 
noticed  the  carpenters  working  with  tools  wliicli 
did  not  appear  first-class,  and  with  which  they 
could  not  possibly  do  the  work  satLsfactorily. 
He  did  not  know  that  it  was  on  this  special 
job  the  men  got  Ss.  a  day,  but  he  was  told 
in  Christchurch  that  on  some  jobs  that  would 
be  the  wage  earned.  He  thought  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski,  when  he  objected  to  the  motion, 
spoke  rather  hurriedly.  He  thought  the  mo* 
tion  brought  forward  was  rather  in  the  interesia 
of  the  public  service,  and  he  had  considered 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  only 
too  willing  to  support  him  in  moving  a  motion 
like  this.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  bad 
said,  if  they  were  to  ask  for  returns  of  thid 
kind,  they  might  as  well  ask  for  returns  in 
reference  to  shopkeepers.  It  was  quite  true 
the  colony  had  nothing  to  do  with  shopkeepers 
in  business,  but  it  was  quite  true  also  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  service,  they  should 
inquire  into  these  things.  These  buildings  were 
carried  out  by  the  Publio  Works  Department ; 
tind  if  members  came  there  to  legislate  for  the 
country,  and  to  do  their  duty  with  regard  to  it, 
he  thought  they  should  keep  their  eyes  open  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  waa 
being  expended.  He  would  only  ask  members 
to  look  back  scarcely  a  couple  of  mouths  at  the 
work  that  was  done  on  the  Museum  here,  and, 
though  members  who  were  accustomed  to  pass 
that  building  might  not  have  noticed  it, — he  did 
not  say  it  was  done  by  co-operative  labour,  but 
it  was  done  by  the  Public  Works  Department, 
— it  was  positively  sickening  to  see  the  way  in 
which  the  work  was  carried  out,  and  the  weeks 
and  weeks  that  were  occupied  in  painting  it. 
He  thought,  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  reflected 
a  moment,  he  would  agree  with  him  that  this 
was  a  most  important  part  of  their  duty :  to 
see  that  the  public  moneys  expended  were  ex< 
pended  in  the  right  way,  so  that  the  Publio 
Works  Department  got  a  fair  return  from  the 
money.  They  must  act  fairly,  and,  while  get- 
ting a  fair  return  for  the  wages  given,  they 
must  at  the  same  time  give  a  fair  day's  wage 
for  a  fair  day's  work.  He  did  not  think  for  one 
moment  that  the  department  would  have  any 
objection  to  furnishing  the  return.  He  only 
wished  the  Council  to  understand  that  he  had 
simply  moved  for  the  xetutn  in  the  interest 
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of  the  public  service,  and  in  order  to  see  that 
they  got  a  fair  day's  work  for  a  fair  day's  wages, 
and  paid  a  fair  day's  wages  for  it. 
Uotion  agreed  to. 

BOROUGHS-LTGHTING. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  did  not  in- 
tend to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  at  any 
great  length  in  dealing  with  this  motion.  He 
thonght  it  would  be  admitted  that  it  was  not 
oatside  the  duties  of  Municipalities  to  provide 
cheap  gas  and  water  for  the  inhabitants  of 
boiooghs.  In  fact,  the  Legislature  had  con- 
templated that  the  Municipalities  would  under- 
take «nch  works  as  gasworks,  for  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  there  were  no  less  than 
nineteen  sections  dealing  with  the  question 
of  lighting.  The  whole  of  the  machinery  for 
dealing  with  this  matter  was  provided  in  the 
Mnnicipal  Corporations  Act  of  1886.  Clause 
353  provided  that  the  Borough  Council  might 
do  all  things  to  light  the  streets,  and  to  supply 
the  inhabitants  with  gas.  They  might  acquire 
land  on  which  to  erect  the  buildings ;  they 
might  raise  a  special  loan  for  the  purpose ; 
they  might  supply  gas  outside  the  borough ; 
they  might  levy  a  gas  rate;  they  must  keep 
a  separate  account  for  all  gas  receipts ;  and 
clause  369  authorised  the  Borough  Council  to 
pnichaae  gasworks.  It  was  this  portion  of  the 
^ct,  he  thought,  which  required  amendment, 
and  to  meet  the  case  he  had  given  notice  of  the 
motion  which  he  was  now  moving.  He  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  Coancil  that  clause  869 
enabled  the  Corporation  to  purchase  gasworks 
already  in  existence  in  the  borough  or  in  the 
Baigbbouihood.  It  further  provided  that  the 
Corporation  or  Council  might  erect  gasworks ; 
but  upon  what  conditions?  This  was  where 
the  hardship  was  —  in  that  the  Corporation 
would  have  to  approach  the  Legislature  and 
get  a  special  Act  passed  enabling  them  to 
commence  such  works.  Now,  he  would  ask 
honourable  members'  attention  for  one  mo- 
ment, and  ask  them  to  call  upon  their  ex- 
perience as  to  the  trouble,  and  the  cost,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  a  special  Act  passed 
through  the  Legislature  when  that  special  Act 
dealt  with  vested  interests,  and  such  large 
vested  interests  as  honourable  members  must 
admit  gas  companies'  interests  were.  Clause 
369  appeared  to  be  very  fair  on  the  face  of  it, 
for  it  provided  that  the  Corporation  might 
pnichase  gasworks ;  but  upon  what  condition  ? 
When  the  gas  company  was  willing  to  sell. 
Well,  it  was  needless  for  him  to  say  that  gas 
companies  were  good  speculations  as  a  rule, 
and  gas  companies,  sis  long  as  they  could  make 
10  per  cent,  or  '20  per  cent.,  were  not  likely 
to  willingly  offer  their  properties  for  sale  to 
Borough  Councils.  He  thought  he  had  said 
almost  enough  to  lead  the  Council  to  believe 
he  was  right  in  assuming  that  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  required  amending  in  the  di- 
rection of  his  motion — that  was,  if  it  was  a  de- 
sirable thing  that  a  Corporation  should  possess 
gaswork:).  He  might  also  add  that  the  law  at 
present — the  Act  he  had  quoted  from — granted 
*  monopoly  to  a  gas  company.    It  had  passed 


into  a  proverb  almost  that  monopolies  were 
bad;  and  in  connection  with  this  matter  he 
might  be  permitted  to  read  the  opinion  of  a 
recent  writer  upon  monopolies.  His  attention 
had  been  called  by  an  honourable  member 
present  to  a  book  on  this  subject.  The  writer 
was  dealing  with  the  action  of  the  State  in 
the  matter  of  certain  undertakings  which  were 
total  or  partial  monopolies.    He  said — 

"  There  is  a  large  and  constantly-increasing 
class  of  industrial  undertakings  possessing 
privileges  which  give  them  more  or  less  the 
character  of  monopolies,  and  whioh  thus  call 
for  special  regulation  by  the  State.  It  is  a 
matter  of  speculative  interest  to  ascertain  what 
these  undertakings  are,  and  what  are  the 
characteristics  which  they  possess  in  common, 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  recognise  and  define 
them." 

He  then  went  on  to  say, — 

"  The  following  is  a  tolerably  complete  list 
of  these  undertakings :  Harbours  and  natural 
navigations,  canals,  docks,  lighthouses,  roads, 
bridges  and  ferries,  railways,  tramways,  gas- 
works, waterworks,  the  post-office,  and  tele- 
graphs. 

"In  some  of  these — e.g.,  docks,  railways, 
gasworks,  and  telegraphs  —  competition  has 
been  attempted  ;  whilst  others  have  been 
monopolies  from  their  commencement. 

"  But  in  none  of  them  has  competition 
proved  to  be  completely  successful.  It  is  of 
great  importance  that  this  point  should  be 
kept  steadily  in  view,  since  it  is  only  in  those 
cases  which  competition  cannot  fully  regulate, 
and  so  far  as  competition  does  not  regulate 
them,  that  the  need  for  special  State  interfer- 
ence is  felt." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WALKER.  — Who  is  the 
writer? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  said.  T.  H, 
Farrer,  dealing  with  the  question  of  "The 
State  in  its  Relation  to  Trade."  He  dealt  with 
monopolies  under  all  the  heads  that  he  (Mr. 
McCulIough)  had"  just  quoted,  and,  in  speaking 
of  gasworks,  he  went  on  to  say, — 

"The  cose  of  gas- supply  is  peculiar,  since 
gas-manufacture  has  reached  a  high  state  of 
development  and  success;  aud  the  complete 
effect  of  the  attempts  Parliament  has  made  to 
control  the  monopoly  is  better  seen  than  in 
cases  where  profits  are  still  small.  In  many 
cases  the  dividends  have  become  so  large  that 
the  public  are  painfully  aware  of  the  conflict 
of  interest  between  themselves  and  the  share- 
holders; and,  on  the  other  hand,  in  certain 
large  places,  prudent  Municipalities  have  made 
a  good  thing  for  the  ratepayers  out  of  the 
supply  of  gas. 

"There  is  one  case — viz.,  Manchester — in 
which  the  gasworks  have  been  originally 
established  by  the  Municipality ;  and  there 
may  be  others.  There  are  many  oases  in 
whioh  works  originally  established  by  a  com- 
pany have  been  subsequently  bought  by  the 
Municipality,  and  these  cases  are  on  the  in- 
crease ;  but  how  few  they  are,  in  comparison 
to  the  coses  of  gasworks  still  owned  by  com- 
panies, may  be  seen  from  the  following  figures : 
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The  totsJ  number  of  gaa  companies  in  Engltind 
and  Wales,  according  to  the  parliamentraiy 
leturn  of  1881,  is  836,  with  an  aggregate 
authorised  capital  of  about  £41,500,000.  In 
the  metropolis  there  are  iour  gas  companies, 
vith  a  capital  of  £13,000,000.  Besides  these, 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  public  gasworks 
in  tlie  bands  of  private  persons ;  and  against 
this  number  of  private  enterprises  there  are 
136  cases  in  which  the  municipal  authority  is 
the  owner  of  the  gasworks." 

He  bad  thought  fit  to  point  out  these  opinions 
to  the  Council  in  dealing  with  the  question  of 
monopoly.  Turning  up  the  English  Acts  of 
Parliament  dealing  with  gas  companies,  he 
found  that  in  nearly  every  case  there  were  cer- 
tain conditions  introduced.  Parliament  evi- 
dently feeling  a  monopoly  was  being  granted. 
Tbe  Acts  mai3e  provision,  first,  that  the  price 
of  gas  should  not  exceed  a  certain  figure,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  that  the  dividends  should 
not  exceed  a  certain  percentage,  evidently  with 
the  mtention  o(  conserving  as  much  as  possible 
the  interests  of  tbe  gas-consumer.  In  tbe  Act 
authorising  the  Droylsden  Gas  Company,  the 
provision  was  that  the  cost  should  not  exceed 
63.  per  1,000ft.,  and  that  price  was  only  to 
continue  for  five  years,  after  which  the  price  of 
gaa  per  1,000ft.  was  to  bo  reduced  to  5s.  6d.  In 
Leicester  the  price  was  not  to  exceed  la.  6d., 
and  the  dividends  wore  not  to  exceed  6  per  cent. 
In  Croydon  tbe  price  was  not  to  exceed  6s., 
and  the  dividends  were  not  to  exceed  7}  per 
cent.  In  an  Act  incorporating  no  less  than 
sixteen  gas  companies  in  and  around  London 
the  provision  was  that  the  gas  should  not 
exceed  48,  6d.  per  1,000ft.,  and  the  dividends 
were  not  to  exceed  10  per  cent.  It  would  be 
teen,  then,  from  these  facts  that  Parliament 
had  attempted  to  regulate  in  some  way  the 
price  of  gas  to  consumers,  and  to  limit  the 
amount  paid  in  dividendx.  He  would  like, 
in  contrast,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  provision  in  some  of  our  local  gas 
companies'  Acts,  such  aa  that  of  Auckland, 
for  instance.  In  the  Act  passed  by  tbe  Legis- 
lature authoriMng  the  formation  of  the  Auck- 
land Gas  Company  it  was  provided  that  the 
dividends  were  never  to  exceed  20  per  cent. ; 
and  in  some  of  the  other  enactments  tbe  same 
provision  was  to  be  found— as,  for  instance,  the 
Wellington  and  Nelson  Acts — namely,  that  the 
amount  paid  in  dividends  was  not  to  exceed 
20  per  cent.  Plonourable  members  would 
notice  the  vast  difference  between  the  per- 
centage allowed  by  this  Legislature  and  tbe 
percentage  of  the  dividends  allowed  by  the 
Parliament  in  England  to  gas  companies  there. 
Another  peculiar  condition  was  attached  to  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  in  Great  Britain,  and  that 
was,  should  the  profits  exceed  the  amount  al- 
lowed to  be  paid  in  dividends,  the  excess  was  to 
form  a  reserve  fund  ;  and,  further,  that  should 
any  two  ratepayers  apply  to  the  Court  when 
this  reserve  fund  was  of  a  large  amount  they 
could  demand  an  inquiry,  and,  if  tbe  result  of 
the  inquiry  was  such,  in  tbe  opinion  of  tbe 
Court,  that  the  price  of  gas  could  be  reasonably 
reduced,  the  company  was  thereupon  called  on 
Eon.  Mr.  iicCullough 


to  make  a  reduction  in  the  price.  AU  these 
facts  pointed  to  the  attempt  of  the  Legislatata 
to  conserve  the  interests  of  gas-consumers  by 
attaching  these  conditions  to  Acts  authorising 
the  construction  of  gasworks.  The  gas  com- 
pany of  Auckland  paid  no  less  than  15  pet 
cent,  to  its  shareholders.  Its  entire  capital  was 
£146,215,  and  it  had  a  reserve  fund  put  aside  of 
18s.  Id.  per  share.  It  would  be  evident  from 
these  figures  that  the  shareholders  of  the  com- 
pany were  in  a  very  favourable  position.  Under 
tliORC  circumstances,  he  thought  he  was  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  had  the  City  Council  or  tbe 
State  any  control  over  the  gas  company  of 
Auckland  it  might  reasonably  have  been  asked 
to  reduce  the  price  of  gas.  The  price  was  IDs. 
per  1,000ft.,  less  a  discount  of  2*.  6d.  if  paid 
within  the  month.  That  was  7s.  6d.  net.  The 
price,  whether  for  lighting,  for  cookiug,  or  for 
motive- power,  was  the  same — no  reduction  waa 
made  for  cooking  or  motive  purposes,  as  wai 
the  case  in  other  places.  It  was  considered  a 
hardship  in  Auckland,  for  it  retarded  to  some 
extent  industrial  pursuitii,  cheap  motive-power 
always  tending  to  increase  the  number  of  local 
industries.  Other  gas  companies  in  the  colony 
did  not  pay  as  large  dividends  as  the  Auckland 
one.    Napier  paid  10  per  cent. ;   Wangauui,  10 

Eer  cent.;  Gisborne,  10  pec  cent.;  Uokitilca, 
e  was  sorry  to  say,  only  paid  5  per  cent.,  bat 
Greymouth  made  up  for  that  by  paying  12^ 
per  cent.  The  Christohurch  Gas  Company 
paid  10  per  cent.  Probably  honourable  mem- 
bers who  were  well  acquainted  with  Dunedin 
and  Christohurch  would  he  able  to  toll  the 
Council  the  feeling  in  those  cities  concerning 
this  question  of  gas-supply.  He  remembered 
seeing  a  discussion  in  tue  Christchurch  Preu 
some  twelve  or  eighteen  mouths  ago.  There 
was  an  agitation  for  tlie  construction  by  the 
Corporation  of  gasworks  in  opposition  to  the 
gas  company  now  having  tbe  works  there,  be- 
cause the  inhabitants  thought  the  price  of 
gas  was  too  high.  He  believed  the  result  of 
that  agitation  was  tbe  reduction  in  the  price 
in  Christohurch.  The  Acts  authorising  gas 
companies  in  New  Zeedand  practically  gave 
the  companies  a  monopoly :  first,  t>eoaase 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  a  Corpora- 
tion getting  authority  to  establish  gasworks 
themselves ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  waa 
questionable  whether  a  Corporation  should 
go  into  competition  with  a  company  then 
existing,  for  it  would  probably  entail  loss  on 
both.  He  wished  to  take  a  middle  course  by 
giving  Corporations  authority  to  purchase  at 
a  reasonable  and  fair  prioe.  If  gas  companies 
had  a  monopoly,  the  question  arose:  Should 
the  monopoly  exist  for  all  time?  —  because^ 
unless  there  was  some  alteration  in  the  law,  it 
would  be  a  monopoly  to  existing  companies 
for  all  time.  This  was  not  right  or  fair  in 
the  interests  of  tbe  inhabitants.  He  thought 
his  motion  was  liberal  and  fair.  There  was 
no  attempt  to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of 
tbe  companies.  It  distinctly  provided  that  it 
should  be  at  tbe  almost  unanimous  desire  and 
wish  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  that  the  Cor- 
poration should  purchase  the  gasworks.     It 
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reqoired    a    majority   in    favour   of   it  of  not 
less  than   two- thirds.      All  would  admit  tbat 
that  was  &  very  large  majority.     In  the  next 
place,    the    company  was   afforded   an  oppor- 
tonity  of  selling  at  a  reasonable  and  fair  price, 
and  it  vras  only  in  the  case  of  a  company  re- 
fusing to  sell,  or  asking  too  high  a  price,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Works  Act  were 
enforced.       This    course    was   suggested    that 
the  greatest  good  might  result  to  the  greatest 
number.       He  might  be  told  that  it  would  en- 
tail  hardsbipa   upon   the   shareholders  of  gas 
companies    to   ask    them   to   relinquish   what 
(hey  might  consider  a  very  good  investment. 
Bat  the  same  argument  was  used  with  regard 
to  the  proprietors  of  large  landed  estates,  who, 
vnder  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  would  be 
called  upoD  to  relinquish  their  properties.    The 
position    was   somewhat   similar,   and,   if   the 
principle    was   right   in   the   Land  for  Settle- 
nienw  Bill,  they  could  not  help  admitting  tbat 
it  was  equally  right  to  deal  with  the  gas  com- 
panies  in   the  direction  he  pointed  out.      He 
hoped  the  Council  would  think  so.    No  doubt 
many  members  of  the  Council  were  interested 
in  gas  companies,  and  knew  more  about  their 
working    than   he  did.     He  was  only  dealing 
with   the   facts   and  figures  he   found  in   the 
lialanee- sheets  of  gas  companies,  but  he  was 
sure  that,  no  matter  how  much  they  might  be 
pezsonally  interested  in  the  question,  it  would 
not  at  all  influence  them  in  dealing  with  the 
bcoad  question,  as  to  whether  the  local  autho- 
rities of  large  cities  should  or  should  not  have 
the  opportunity  given  them  of  acquiring  the 
gasworks  on  fair  and  reasonable  terms.      He 
would  be  sorry  to  make  any  motion  or  suggest 
any  dealing  with  the  property  of  other  people 
except  in  a  manner  which  might  be  charac- 
terised  as   reasonable,    fair,    and   straightfor- 
ward.    He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  t>a- 
esse  him  of  wanting  to  take  any  course  that 
coold  be  characterized  to  the  contrary.     He 
therefore  hoped  that  the  Council  would  admit 
that  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  required 
amending  in  the  direction  ho  pointed  out,  and 
tbat  his  motion  would  be  adopted. 

Motion  made,  nnd  question  proposed,  "  Tliat 
it  be  a  recommendation  to  the  Oovemment  to 
include  in  any  Bill  to  amend  '  The  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1886,'  provisions  whereby 
Borough  CouTicils  desiring  to  acquire  gas  or 
eUctrie-lighting  companies'  works  or  property 
nay  have  the  following  powers  conferred  upon 
thtm,  vis. :  (1.)  T)ie  Council  to  have  tlie  right 
to  demand  from  a  gas  or  electric-lighting  com- 
pany a  statement  in  writing  of  the  price  required 
for  their  works,  such  statement  to  be  lodged 
vUh  borough  officers  within  forty  days  from  the 
receipt  of  the  notice  demanding  such  statetTient. 
(2.)  Should  a  company  refuse  to  sell,  or  tlie 
price  be  in  the  opinioti  of  tlie  Council  too  large, 
and  no  probability  of  an  agreement  being  ar- 
rived at,  then  the  Council  to  have  the  right  to 
take  the  said  works  compulsorily  under  tlie  pro- 
visiont  of  '  The  Public  Works  Act,  188H,'  and 
the  price  and  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for 
tuch  taking  shall  be  assessed  in  manner  pro- 
vided bf  that  Act :   Provided  that,  before  the 


Council  of  any  borough  enter  into  negotiation 
•with  a  gas  or  electric-  lightijig  company  for  the 
purchase  of  works,- a  poll  of  tlie  ratepayers  of 
the  borough  shall  have  been  taken  in  tliat 
respect,  and  a  majority  of  at  least  two-thirds 
shall  have  been  declared  in  favour  of  the  Coun- 
cil acquiring  such  works." — (Hon.  Mr.  McCuL- 
LonoH.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITXIORB  was  sura 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  only  ac- 
tuated by  publio  spirit  in  this  matter;  but 
there  was  another  side  from  which  they  ought 
to  regard  the  question.  The  colony  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be  in  great  want  of  capital  for 
many  enterprises  that  it  was  desirable  should 
be  entered  into  in  the  country.  Was  it  just, 
was  it  fair,  was  it  reasonable,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  that  when  a  company 
happened  to  make  some  little  profit  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  its  property  should  be  taken  away 
and  vested  in  a  Municipality?  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  they  had  the  principle  already 
introduced  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
— which,  he  might  remark  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  was  not  yet  passed.  But  there 
was  this  difference  :  The  Land  for  Settlements 
Bill  dealt  with  the  country  as  a  whole,  and 
conferred  certain  powers  on  the  Oovemment. 
This  Bill  was  to  confer  powers  on  Municipali- 
ties. He  presumed  the  honourable  gentleman 
hod  before  his  mind  some  case  in  which  a  gas 
company  had  succeeded.  He  was  not  at  all 
aware  that  he  had  made  any  proposal  to  take 
up  any  "lame  ducks,"  for  which  the  capital 
was  not  sufficient,  or  where  the  anticipations 
of  the  capitalists  had  not  been  realised. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McOULLOUGH.— I  have  not 
found  any. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE  said  all 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  was  to  take 
away  from  persons  who  had  been  fortunate  in 
their  investments  the  result  of  their  enterprise, 
capital,  and  work.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  thought  it  desirable  that  the  Government 
should  monopolize  all  the  work  of  the  colony, 
and  especially  all  the  profitable  work.  They 
had  heard  plenty  of  people  talking  about  an- 
nexing the  property  of  the  Union  Steamship 
Company,  and  others  talked  about  annexing 
other  enterprises  in  this  colony ;  but  he  had 
always  looked  upon  this  as  a  very  bod  thing, 
because  they  would  come  to  be  mere  waiters 
upon  Providence,  and  that  was  a  very  great  pity; 
and  when  it  came  to  extension  of  such  powers 
it  was  time  to  stop.  He  did  not  think  that  any 
further  powers  should  be  given  to  Municipalities 
than  they  already  possessed.  There  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  coming  to  a  voluntary 
arrangement  with  a  gas  company.  In  some 
places  they  had  done  so,  and  that  ought  to 
quite  meet  the  honourable  gentleman's  views. 
No  Government  could  take  up  a  question  of 
this  sort ;  and  he  did  not  tliink  there  was 
any  particular  good  to  bo  derived  from 
arguing  on  matters  of  thi^  sort  as  in  a  debat- 
ing society.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution,  as  he  did  not  think 
the  proposal  was  a  wise  one.  If  it  were  passed, 
and  if  it  bad  any  effect  at  all,  it  would  have  a 
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very  prejudicial  effect  on  enterprise  and  the 
introduction  of  capital  into  the  colony.  Ha 
tlioaght  himself  that  those  who  had  started  the 
electric  light  in  this  colony  deserved  a  great 
deal  of  encouragement,  and  should  not  be  led  to 
believe  that  they  might  have  their  work  taken 
from  them  at  any  time  if  it  proved  remunera- 
tive. He  could  not  see  the  advisability  of 
putting  more  powers  into  the  hands  of  Munici- 
palities, and  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
succeed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  one  wanted  to 
know  why  they  should  be  asked  to  pass  such  a 
resolution.  It  did  not  appear  to  lead  to  any- 
thing, or  to  have  any  relation  to  any  measure 
which  was  before  them,  or  likely  to  be  before 
them  in  the  near  future ;  and,  as  to  the  Council 
giving  a  lead  to  the  Government,  he  thought 
the  Government  had  proved  that  it  did  not 
want  the  Council  to  give  any  such  indication. 
If  the  Government  wished  to  embody  a  further 
application  of  the  principle  of  compulsory  pur- 
chase to  any  department  of  labour  it  was  quite 
able  to  do  so.  For  his  part,  he  thought  the 
principle  was  utterly  bad  —  utterly  and  irre- 
deemably bad.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
made  the  suggestion  that  it  was  founded  on  the 
principle  of  "  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number."  Now,  the  greatest  good  for  the 
greatest  number  could  be  secured  by  maintain- 
ing the  sacrednesa  of  contract — by  maintain- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  people  in  this  or  any 
other  country  to  enter  into  contracts  which 
should  be  binding  upon  them,  and  should  not 
be  varied  by  the  wiU  of  one  party  to  the  con- 
tract. The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
the  price  which  might  be  paid  for  the  gasworks 
under  his  proposal  would  bo  a  fair  price — that 
he  wanted  nothing  unfair.  How  did  they  know 
that  it  would  be  a  fair  price,  and  that  nothing 
unfair  would  be  proposed  ?  They  knew  that  the 
Municipalities  would  be  endowed  by  the  pro- 
posed legislation  with  compulsory  power,  which 
they  were,  he  supposed,  entitled  to  believe 
they  would  exercise  in  the  way  which,  in  their 
opinion,  would  contribute  most  fully  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Municipality ;  aud  he  saw 
no  reason  to  suppose  that,  if  that  compulsory 
power  of  purchase  was  given,  there  would  be 
anything  but  unfairness.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  told  them  of  certain  restrictions 
which  were  imposed  in  England  and,  he  sup- 
posed, in  some  of  the  colonies  as  to  the  price 
charged  for  gas,  and  as  to  the  dividends  which 
might  be  declared.  So  far  as  he  knew,  they 
bad  not  by  their  legislation  imposed  any  such 
restrictions ;  and  now  were  they  to  be  asked, 
because  of  their  neglect  to  do  so,  to  compul- 
sorily  place  these  people,  who  were  induced  by 
their  legislation  to  go  on  with  useful  works,  in 
the  same  position  as  if  the  Legislature  had  had 
the  wisdom  to  make  those  restrictions  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— There  is  a  restrio- 
tion  in  every  Gas  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER,  said  that  that 
should  lessen  the  inducement  to  interfere  by 
the  application  of  so  dangerous  a  principle  as 
allowing  one  party  to  a  contract  to  vary  the 
contract.  No  doubt  Municipalities  ought  to  be 
Eon.  Sir  O.  S,  Whitmore 


encouraged  to  imdertake  the  supply  of  gas  and 
water  to  the  people :  in  fact,  they  had  not  been 
without  the  encouragement  to  do  so.  It  had 
been  pointed  out  thai  the  state  of  the  law  at 
present  permitted  them  to  enter  into  negotia.- 
tions  for  purchase,  and  he  knew  those  negotia- 
tions had,  in  some  places,  been  actually  carried 
out.  With  regard  to  the  MunioipsJity  of  Dan- 
edin,  the  gas  supply  was  in  the  hands,  first, 
of  private  individuals,  as  were  also  the  water- 
works. The  Municipality,  being  desirous  oi 
possessing  these  means  of  supply,  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  firm  which  supplied  gas, 
and  brought  the  negotiations  to  a  successfal 
issue ;  and  the  price  that  was  asked  was  not 
an  unreasonable  one,  for  a  large  profit  had  re- 
sulted from  the  supply  ever  since  the  pnrchasA 
was  made.  The  same  might  be  said  of  the  sup- 
ply of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 
So  far  as  he  could  discover  from  the  address 
they  had  listened  to,  nothing  at  all  hod  been 
adduced  which  ought  to  induce  them  to  inter- 
fere further  with  freedom  of  contract.  He 
would  vote  against  the  resolution,  and  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  pass  it. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
motion  offered  another  illustration  of  the  pre- 
vailing spirit — that  wherever  an  institution  had 
been  successful  we  must  either  pull  it  down 
or  buy  it.  If  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  what  it  should  have  been. 
it  would  have  gone  in  the  direction  that  all 
the  gasworks,  good  and  bad,  should  be  bought 
oompulsorily.  But  he  gave  each  Municipality 
the  right  to  hold  in  ttrrorem  over  the  gasworks 
to  say  that,  "  Unless  you  reduce  your  dividends 
to  the  vanishing-point  we  will  compel  you  to 
sell."  The  honourable  gentleman  overlooked 
altogether  the  great  public  benefit  that  gaa 
companies  had  rendered  when  the  place  was 
very  sparsely  populated — when  capital  waa 
invested  with  a  certain  amount  of  risk.  He 
was  overlooking  the  fact  that  in  many  in- 
stances  these  companies,  instead  of  declaring 
anything  like  substantial  dividends  aniongst 
shareholders,  had  expended  their  funds  in  de- 
veloping their  works.  These  circumstances 
were  not  taken  into  account,  simply  because 
10  and  15  per  cent,  was  paid  now  as  a  fait 
return  for  what  shareholders  had  sacrificed  in 
the  past.  The  honourable  gentleman  also  over- 
looked the  fact  that,  if  a  company  continued 
to  abuse  its  powers  for  any  length  of  time, 
no  doubt  the  Legislature  would  step  in  and 
enable  Municipalities  to  establish  gasworks  of 
their  own.  The  honourable  gentleman,  he  (Mr. 
Stewart)  noticed,  had  not  given  them  any  com- 
parison between  the  rates  charged  by  the 
Corporations  having  their  own  gasworks  and 
the  rates  charged  by  the  gas  companies.  He 
thought  it  would  be  found  that  there  really 
was  not  much  difference.  He  had  no  doubt 
that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to 
get  the  gasworks  here,  he  could  get  them  at 
a  reasonable  price.  The  rate  charged  in  Wel- 
lington was  very  reasonable,  and  the  gas  com- 
pany had  to  compete  and  was  now  competing 
with  electricity.  And  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  there  was  another  important  factot 
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is  competition  now — namely,  cheap  kerosene ; 
Bsd  people  were  not  absolutely  compelled  to 
rely  on  gas  to  the  extent  that  they  might  have 
been  »t  other  times.  He  objected  to  the  motion 
entirely,  as  being  simply  a  direct  attack  on 
enterprise  and  the  invsstment  of  capital,  and 
also  what  might  be  termed  an  attack  on  suc- 
cessfally-managed  companies.  The  charge  in 
Auckland  did  not  seem  unreasonable, — 7b.  6d. 
a  thousand,  —  although  he  had  no  doubt  the 
honoarable  gentleman  would  like  to  see  it 
dawn  to  2s.  6d.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  thought  it 
«as  a  very  dangerous  motion,  and  would  cet- 
tkinly  op]>03a  it. 

Tha  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  regretted  very  much 
that   the    honourable  gentleman  should   have 
broDght  such  a  motion  forward  at  this  parti- 
enlai   time    of    the  session,  and  on   this  par- 
ticolar  day,  because  it  opened  up  a  very  large 
question,  which  they  could  spend  a  week  over, 
uid  then  not  get  to  the  end  of.    He  would  not 
Attempt    to   follow  the  honourable  gentleman 
into  the  general  question,  except  to  point  this 
oat :    that    there    was    no    monopoly    in    gM 
companies  at  eill.     He  had  been  good  enough 
to    quote    the    Kokitika    Oas   Company.      He 
eonld  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  its 
diridends    had    come   down   from   15  to  6  per 
cent,    in    consequence   of    the   competition   of 
kerosene,   without  any  electric  light.     The  dif. 
ference  in  the  price  of  kerosene  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  lamps  made  it  a  very  successful  compe- 
titor against  gas,  and  they  could  not  call  that 
a  monopoly  where  the  competition  was  so  keen 
on  this  single  accotmt.    That  destroyed  all  the 
aigument  so  far  as  monopoly  was  concerned. 
Was   there   to  be  no  honour  in  Parliament  ? 
Were  they  to  insist  on  persons  bringing  down 
private  Bills  and  going  to  largo  expenses,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  was  Parliament  to  be  allowed, 
without  any  private  Bill,  to  sweep  away  pri- 
vate  interests  legally  acquired,  and  force  per- 
sons to  abandon  what  they  had  spent  money 
on  7    That  was  a  thing  they  ought  to  repudiate. 
They  had    bad  enough  of  it  already  in  their 
recent   legislation.      It  was  not  worth  while 
to  go  into  tbe  details  of  the  motion,  as  there  was 
Eo  moch  that  might  be  said  about  thequestion. 
This  was  not  the  time  to  go  on  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  a  largo  question,  which  might 
take  up  a  whole  day  at  the  least,  and  the  best 
plan  of  disposing  o(  it  would  he  to  move  "  the 
previous  question." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  —  That  is 
Tery  unfair. 

The  Hon.  ilr.  BONAR  said  it  was  not  unfair 
at  all.  The  attempt  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  unfair  in  the  extreme ;  and  his 
reason  for  moving  as  he  did  was  to  avoid  fur- 
ther discussion,  because  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  with  the  business  they  had  before 
them,  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  enter  into  a 
Rener&l  discussion  on  which  nearly  every  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Council  might  have  a  good  deal  to 
aav. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  agreed  with  the 
boDonrable  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  as 
to  tbe  merits  of  the  resolution,  but  disagreed 
with  what  be  proposed  to  do  with  it.    He 


thought  the  question  should  go  to  a  direct  vote, 
and  certainly  hoped,  himself,  that  the  Council 
would  negative  the  motion.  His  honourable 
friend  the  mover  of  tbe  resolution  was,  ha 
thought,  a  speoimen  of  what  bad  example  could 
do.  He  said  they  Tgeie  taking  people's  land 
from  them  when  their  neighbours  wanted  it,  and 
compelling  the  former  possessors  to  move  on, 
and  why  should  they  not  do  the  same  in  this 

I  case  ?  He  (Mr.  Bowen)  had  no  interest  in  any 
gasworks  in  any  way,  but  he,  like  every  one, 
had  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  country, 
and  if  they  were  to  hold,  as  it  were,  a  threaten* 
ing  rod  over  everybody  who  showed  tbe  way  in 
private  enterprise,  all  he  could  say  was  that  all 
enterprise  would  be  as  dead  as  Ceesar.  It  was 
so  now.  He  was  very  much  struck  by  an  ex* 
pression  that  had  dropped  from  the  mover. 
He  was  sure  that  in  private  life  he  would  not  ba 

i  an  advocate  of  such  a  doctrine  or  practice  as 
he  now  suggested.  He  said  he  had  done  his  best 
to  propose  reasonably  fair  and  straightforward 
means  to  get  hold  of  the  gasworks.  That  was 
what  it  came  to.  We  were  to  adopt  what  was 
reasonably  fair  and  straightforward  I  Under  tha 
new  dispensation,  the  words  "  fair  and  straight* 
forward  "  were  to  be  "  reasonably  "  qualified. 
His  honourable  friend  said  it  was  very  hard 
on  the  boroughs  and  on  the  ratepayers  that 
they  could  not  get  hold  of  these  gasworks ;  but 
he  seemed  to  forget  that  it  was  in  their  power 
to  make  any  condition  they  liked  with  these 
companies  when  they  applied  for  the  necessary 
concessions.  They  were  very  anxious  to  get  the 
companies  established  at  the  time  they  wore 
started,  and  they  made  terms  with  them;  and 
yet  the  minute  they  found  the  companies  were 
prospering  they  turned  round  and  said,  "It  is 
not  a  good  bargain,  and  we  want  to  be  off  with 
it" — just  like  the  little  boy  who  said  he  would 
not  play  any  longer,  when  he  did  not  get  the 
best  of  the  game.  There  was  another  fallacy 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  description  of 
the  position  of  these  companies.  Ho  talked  of 
the  shareholders  generally  as  if  they  were  de< 
riving  extravagant  rates  of  profit.  But  honour- 
able members  knew  that  a  great  number  of  tha 
shares  held  in  any  company  hod  been  bought 
at  very  high  prices  from  the  original  sharehold- 
ers, and  those  who  hod  bought  them  were  by 
no  means  getting  a  large  profit  for  the  money 
they  had  put  into  those  shares ;  and  they  had 
put  their  money  into  them,  at  a  price  which 
did  not  promise  a  high  rate  of  interest,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  State  protected  property 
and  enterprise.  They  never  believod  that  the 
State  was  going  to  encourage  spoliation  be- 
cause a  few  people  in  soma  borough  chose  to 
get  up  an  agitation  and  cry  out  that  it  was 
against  their  interest  that  enterprises  of  this 
kind  should  bo  allowed  to  remain  in  private 
hands.  As  to  competition,  his  honourable 
friend  opposite  spoke  of  kerosene ;  but  it  was 
not  kerosene  that  would  endanger  gas  interests  ; 
electricity  was  now  in  the  air,  and  electricity 
was  causing  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  to  the  gas 
companies  in  the  colony.  In  Christchurcb 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  excitement  over 
the    question   whether  electricity  was  to  bfr 
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introduced  into  Christchurch  {or  lighting  pur- 
posen,  and  tlie  gns  company  there  was  very 
anxious  about  it.  There  was  no  doubt  at  all 
that  they  would  have  plenty  of  competition 
in  this  colony,  and  all  those  companies  were 
trembling — a.s  all  oompayies  were — under  the 
threat  of  competition.  He  did  not  think  it  at 
all  likely  tliat  very  large  profits  would  be  made 
for  a  very  long  time  by  any  company ;  there 
were  an  enormous  number  of  inventions  every 
day  which  would  out  into  their  profits.  But 
if  the  State  was  to  interfere  it  would  become 
&  very  serious  matter.  He  agreed  with  his 
honourable  friend  opposite  that  this  was  rather 
an  academic  debate  at  this  stage  of  the  session, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  worth  while  going 
into  the  whole  of  the  merits  of  the  case ;  but 
be  could  not  help  pointing  out  what  a  victim 
«f  bad  example  his  honourable  friend  was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  quite  agreed 
with  the  hononrable  gentleman  who  hod  just 
■at  down  that  the  proper  way  to  dispose  of  the 
question  was  not  by  moving  "  the  previous  ques- 
tion," bat  by  voting  against  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion.  What  did  "  the  previous 
question  "  mean  but  this :  "  That  this  question 
be  not  now  put "  ?  To  his  way  of  thinking, 
tliis  qaestion  should  not  be  put  now  or  at  any 
other  time,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Coun- 
cil would  distinctly  negative  this  question,  as 
it  was  undoubtedly  a  mischievous  proposal. 
It  was  quite  in  accord  with  the  socialistic  pro- 
clivities that  now  manifested  themselves  in 
everything,  and  he  thought  the  whole  thing  a 
mistake.  The  country  was  suffering  from  these 
attacks  of  the  Legislature  on  every  kind  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  whole  community  was  suffering 
seriously  from  this,  and  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent in  a  negative  direction  than  in  a  positive 
ono,  although  people  in  many  oases  were 
bardly  conscious  of  the  fact.  Everything  was 
uncertain,  and  people  were  not  sure  whether, 
if  they  inve<ited  their  money  in  any  enterprise, 
they  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  with  it  or  not. 
He  was  interested  to  some  extent  in  a  gas  com- 
pany. It  was  proposed  originally  that  Pal- 
merston  Korth  should  start  its  own  gas- 
works. The  authorities  there  considered  the 
question  of  the  Municipality  starting  that  en- 
terprise, but  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  not  worth  their  while.  Then  a  private 
person  undertook  to  supply  the  Corporation 
with  gas  on  certain  terms,  having  the  right 
to  carry  on  those  gasworks  for,  he  thought, 
twenty-one  years,  with  a  further  extension  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions.  Ultimately,  the  concern  was 
formed  into  a  company,  of  which  he  was  a 
shareholder.  There  hitd  been  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  in  connection  with  the  matter,  and 
there  had  been  only  a  small  dividend,  so  far — 
namely,  5  per  cent.  It  would  be  a  monstrons 
thing  to  take  from  the  shareholders  of  this 
company  a  property  which  was  beginning  to 
pay  in  a  very  moderate  manner.  The  share- 
bolders  looked  forward  to  the  future,  and,  as 
the  place  extended  and  the  population  in- 
creased in  Palmerston  North,  no  doubt  the 
time  would  come  when  the  dividends  would 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen 


be  increased.  Considering  the  small  dividendi 
paid  now,  and  the  larger  dividends  which  might 
be  expected  hereafter  to  come,  be  thought  it 
might  fairly  be  considered  that  for  the  loeil 
body  to  forcibly  take  over  the  thing  woaU 
be  a  most  iniquitous  proceeding,  —  nothing 
short,  in  fact,  of  downright  robbery  and  con- 
fiscation. So  far  as  the  gas  company  in  th« 
town  referred  to  was  concerned,  they  bad 
exercised  the  greatest  caution  in  their  whol* 
system  of  management  in  order  to  obtain  any 
return  at  all.  It  was  quite  a  mistake  to  sap- 
pose  that  there  was  anything  in  the  nature  o{ 
a  monopoly  in  this  business  when  they  bad 
always  before  them  the  competition  of  kero- 
sene and  the  possible  competition  of  the  elec- 
tric light.  The  whole  thing,  he  believed,  was  an 
entire  delusion.  Had  the  Municipalities  man- 
aged these  things  satisfactorily  and  attained 
success  with  them  1  In  the  very  year  when 
the  concern  promised  to  be  a  success,  to  conn 
down  with  a  proposal  of  this  kind,  to  take  it 
over  before'  it  had  actually  proved  to  be  » 
success,  would  prove  disastrous  to  the  Manioi- 
pality  itself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said  that,  from  what  li« 
had  heard  of  the  discussion,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Council  was  really  there  in  the 
interests  of  companies  and  corporations  rathat 
than  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  objected  to  this  re- 
mark. In  the  whole  course  of  his  life  he  never 
held  a  single  share  in  a  gas  company.  H( 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  not  per- 
sist in  such  insinuations ;  they  were  unworthy 
of  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  hod  not  said  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  held  any  shares.  He 
only  said  that,  so  far  as  he  had  listened  to  the 
discussion,  it  had  been  in  the  interests  of  pro- 
perty rather  than  in  the  interest  of  the  whola 
people.  He  would  be  very  glad  if  that  was  not 
so,  but  everything  he  had  heard  bearing  on 
questions  of  this  sort  since  he  came  to  the 
Council  had  been  in  the  interests  of  the  com- 
panies and  other  monopolies.  Nothing  na( 
said  about  the  interests  of  the  whole  people 
when  the  interests  of  these  combinations  wet* 
concerned,  and  ho  conceived  that  to  be  whei« 
the  fallacy  of  the  discussion  came  in.  Then 
was  no  interest  to  be  considered  as  against  the 
interest  of  the  public.  The  motion  provided 
that  gasworks  should  be  taken,  but  certainly 
taken  at  their  fair  equivalent,  and  he  consi- 
dered this  was  a  proper  thing  to  do  in  a  cam 
of  this  sort.  If  they  went  back  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  question  they  would  find  that  in 
every  case  whore  a  Corporation  acquired  gas- 
works the  people  as  a  whole  hod  benefited  by 
them.  In  Dunedin,  during  the  old  times,  they 
were  paying  15s.  a  thousand  for  gas — and  verf 
bad  gas  it  was — when  the  company  existed. 
The  people  agitated  for  years  and  years,  and, 
ultiniately,  the  Corporation  acquired  the  gas- 
works, and  now  they  only  paid  7s.  6d.  a  thon- 
sand  for  lighting,  and  6s.  6d.  a  thousand  for 
heating  purposes.  Since  then  the  Corporation 
had  rebuilt  the  gasworks,  which  were  at  tba 
time  in  a  ruinous  condition;  and  they  had 
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bom  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  ponnds  lying 
to  credit  of  the  Gas  Account  in  the  Corpora- 
tion books.  Where  would  those  profits  have 
?>ne  had  the  citizens  not  onned  the  works? 
he  Bon.  Mr.  Bonar  said  there  was  no  proteo- 
tion  for  the  compaaies;  but  he  (Mr.  Bolt)  said 
there  was  every  protection  for  the  companieB, 
for  they  were  to  be  paid  for  the  whole  of  their 
property.  What  did  they  want  more  than 
that?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  thought 
the  effect  of  such  a  clause  introduced  into  the 
Hooicipal  Corporations  Act  was  that  no  com- 
panies would  come  forward  to  oonsstraot  new 
gasworks,  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  mistaken,  and  that  the  result  would 
show  that.  If  any  gasworks  were  constructed, 
according  to  their  own  showing  there  would  be 
no  hardship  if  the  gas  companies  were  paid  a 
fair  equivalent  for  their  works — they  had  no 
need  to  say  anything  about  protection  at  all. 
The  only  question  was,  whether  the  compensa- 
tion was  just  or  not,  and  that  question  was  for 
the  pnblio  body  to  consider — not  the  Corpora- 
tion alone,  but  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  the 
company  interested. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  would  reply 
very  shortly,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  intrude 
opon  the  attention  of  the  Council.  He  re- 
gretted to  have  to  say  that  he  thought  most 
honourable  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  had  not 
lead  his  motion.  The  Hon.  Sir  George  Whit- 
more  spoke  as  if  a  Corporation  was  going  to 
take  gasworks  whether  the  shareholders  liked 
it  or  not.  Now,  the  first  condition  of  the  mo- 
tioB  was  that  a  Codncil  should  be  authorised 
to  Degotiate  for  the  purchase  of  gasworks  by  a 
two- thirds  majority  of  the  ratepayers  taken 
at  a  poll.  The  Act  as  it  stood  required  tlie 
company  to  agree  to  sell  before  the  Corporation 
could  buy  it  out.  As  long,  however,  as  a  com- 
pany was  paying  dividends  of  10  and  15  per 
cent,  it  was  not  likely  the  Corporation  would 
tret  get  the  opportunity  of  buying  the  gas- 
works. He  did  not  think  it  could  be  contro- 
verted that  it  was  desirable  Borough  Councils 
tboald  have  an  opportunity  to  supply  cheap 
light  and  cheap  water  to  the  community.  He 
•aid  they  bad  not  that  opportunity  under  the 
law  as  it  existed,  and  therefore  he  was  anxious 
to  amend  it  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the 
motion.  The  gas  company  and  the  Council 
could  come  to  an  amicable  arrangement  if  they 
thoDght  fit.  It  was  only  when  they  could  not 
agree,  and  there  was  no  reasonable  prospect 
of  agreeing,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Works  Act  would  be  brought  into  force  ;  there- 
lorshedid  not  tliink  that  any  great  hardship 
would  be  done.  He  himself  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bolt  that  all  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  had  spoken  as  if  his 
notion  was  a  direct  attack  upon  capital.  Now, 
he  did  not  wish  to  make  any  attack  upon  capi- 
tal He  only  wanted  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  or  borough  to  buy 
gaswnrks  if  they  thought  fit. 
An  Hon.  Ukmbeb.— They  have  got  power 

BOW. 

The  Hon.  Kr.  McCULLOTTGH  said  they  had 
not  got  the  power  unless  a  gas  company  desired 


to  sell.  The  only  object  he  had  was  to  place  ». 
Council  in  a  position  to  acquire  ganworks  by 
paying  for  them.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  said. 
How  did  they  know  that  the  Council  would  act 
fairly?  The  same  question  might  be  asked 
touching  the  dealing  with  land  for  railway 
purposes  under  the  Public  Works  Act.  Had 
it  ever  been  said  that  the  arbitrators  under 
that  Act  acted  unfairly  ?  Therefore  there  was 
not  any  reason  to  suppose  they  would  not  act- 
fairly  in  the  question  of  gasworks.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Oliver  also  said  his  motion  was  a  one- 
sided affair,  and  was  wanted  only  by  a  few 
agitators.  Ho  thought  he  had  made  provision 
for  that  by  saying  it  required  a  two-thirds 
majority  before  the  Council  could  undertake 
the  negotiation.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  said 
there  seemed  to  be  a  demand  in  New  Zealand 
to  pull  down  or  to  get  possession  of  every  suc- 
cessful venture  or  industry  in  the  colony.  He- 
would  call  the  attention  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  ventures  which  were  not  paying — for 
instance,  the  Bank  of  Now  Zealand — to  come 
to  the  State  to  help  them. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  said  it  was 
very  much  like  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  made 
an  admission  about  gas  companies  that  he  (Mr. 
McCullough)  did  not  think  fit  to  make :  he  said 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  plant  was  put  down 
out  of  the  earnings  of  the  company.  That  was 
a  fact,  he  (Mr.  McCullough)  believed.  There 
was  no  getting  at  the  hooks  of  gas  compsbnies 
to  know  what  their  profits  actually  were.  One 
company  that  he  knew  something  about  was 
paying  IS  per  cent.,  and  part  of  the  plant  was 
paid  for  out  of  profits.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart 
admitted  that  fact,  and  he  dared  say  the- 
honourtible  gentleman  knew  a  good  deal  about 
such  matters.  Companies  were  not  only  paving 
15  per  cent.,  but  were  erecting  plant  out  of 
their  extra  profits.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  said 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  opposition  to  gas. 
companies,  which  had  the  eSect  of  keeping  the 
price  of  gas  down.  He  particularly  mentioned 
kerosene ;  while  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  referred 
to  electric  light.  His  (Mr.  McCullough's)  mo- 
tion dealt  with  electrio-lighting  companies  just 
as  much  as  it  did  with  gas  conipunies.  If 
the  price  of  gas  was  brought  down,  and  kero- 
sene and  electricity  competed  with  these  gas 
companies,  he  was  giving  the  gas  companies 
a  fair  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  bad  ven- 
tures, and  honourable  members  ought  to  look 
at  the  question  from  that  point  of  view.  He 
was  giving  facilities  to  the  gas  companies  to 
get  rid  of  their  works  when  they  ceased  to  be 
paying.  Honourable  members  ought  to  sup- 
port his  motion  on  that  ground  alone. 

An  Hon.  Mi:mbeb. — But  would  the  Munici- 
palities buy  them  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoCULLOUGH  said,  of  course 
they  would ;  and  that  was  why  he  wished  to 
give  them  the  opportunity.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar  said  there  would  be  no  opposition  and 
expense  in  getting  a  private  Act  through  the 
Legislature  at  the  present  time.  He  had  asked 
what  about  the  expense  in  the  first  instance. 
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He  would  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  thoie  was  no  opposition  to  these 
private  Acts  Koing  through  in  the  first  in- 
stance; but  would  any  Act  go  through  now 
ivith  a  provision  that  20  per  cent,  might  be 
paid  in  dividends,  when  money  was  to  be  had 
At  5  or  6  per  cent.  ?  If  a  Municipality  brought 
in  a  Bill  at  the  present  time,  they  would  very 
soon  hear  all  about  opposition.  The  power  of 
gas  companies  would  be  exercised  in  Parliament 
very  forcibly ;  he  need  only  refer  to  the  attempt 
made  to  take  a  Bill  through  the  Legislature 
autliorising  the  erection  in  the  City  of  Auck- 
land of  electric-lighting  works.  Who  opposed 
it  7    The  gas  compsjiy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  did  not  wish 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  on  this 
poiut.  With  regard  to  what  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen  had  said  as  to  his  (Mr.  McGuUough's) 
use  of  the  phrase  "  reasonably  fair  terms,"  he 
was  sure  that  any  terms  that  would  be  offered 
to  the  gas  company  under  present  circum- 
stances, or  to  the  landowner  for  any  land  which 
the  State  required,  would  not  be  considered 
reasonable  and  fair  terms ;  therefore  he  used 
the  terra  "  reasonably  fair  terms."  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  pass  the  motion ;  and,  as 
to  the  way  it  was  brought  in,  ho  might  refer 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens's  motion  the  other  day, 
4ealing  with  a  Bill  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  He  was  only  following  a  good 
example,  and,  following  that  example,  he  was 
justihed  in  putting  the  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  wished  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  say  two  or  three  words  in 
explanation  of  the  flat  contradiction  he  gave 
to  the  last  speaker. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  said  that,  if 
he  had  been  wrong  in  the  statement  he  had 
made,  he  was  quite  willing  to  withdraw  it.  He 
had  always  heard  that  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill  he  had  mentioned  came  from  the  gas 
company. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  op- 
position, as  far  as  the  City  of  Auckland  was 
concerned,  was  entirely  upon  the  instruction, 
unanimously  carried,  of  the  Auckland  City 
Council.  It  was  carried,  with  the  exception  of 
his  own  vote,  on  the  judicial  committee  which 
was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  He  believed  such  decisions  were 
hardly  ever  disputed ;  but  he  raised  the  ques- 
tion, as  a  member  in  the  Council,  whether  the 
Auckland  people  should  not  be  left  free  to  treat 
with  any  company,  and  he  was  pleased  to  say 
the  Council  allowed  it  to  go  through  in  that 
iorm.  Ho  had  said  then,  and  he  said  now,  that 
ho  never  held  a  single  share  in  a  gas  company, 
and  it  was  the  Corporation  solely  which  offered 
opposition  in  the  case  which  had  been  men- 
tioned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  was  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
correction. 

The  Council  divided. 

Son.  Mr,  McCuUough 
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WilliaAts. 

McLean 

Majority  against 

13. 

Motion  negatived. 

WESTLAND  AND  NELSON  COALFIELDS 
ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  tiow  read  the  second  tinus,  said 
a  Bill  was  passed  lost  year  giving  the  tenant! 
on  this  reserve  a  right  to  leases  for  twenty-one 
years.  Representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Government  that  this  term  wew  too  short,  and 
it  was  therefore  proposed  to  extend  the  leases 
to  a  term  not  exceeding  forty-two  jears.  That 
was  the  whole  object  of  the  Bill,  and  after  its 
second  reading  it  was  proposed  to  send  the  Bill 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  On  the  former 
occasion  a  great  deal  of  information  with  regaid 
to  the  reserves  was  furnished,  which  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  honourable  members. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  objected  to 
the  Bill,  because  it  was  against  his  principles 
to  allow  any  more  coal-reserves  to  be  alienated 
from  the  Grown,  especially  for  such  a  long 
period  as  forty-two  years.  Twenty-one  years 
was  a  sufficient  time  to  allow  any  company  to 
have  power  to  take  ooal  out  of  a  reserve.  He 
would  divide  the  Council  on  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERU  thought  the  last 
speaker  was  not  aware  of  the  circumstances. 
This  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  coal. 
There  wore  a  number  of  people  located  on  the 
reserves,  having  their  houses  there,  and  up 
to  last  session  they  had  no  tenure,  when  leases 
were  granted  for  twenty-one  years.  But  it 
was  then  urged  that  the  time  was  too  short 
for  them  to  erect  substantial  buildings,  as  they 
would  have  no  compensation  at  tho  end  of 
that  term ;  and  representations  had  been  made 
during  the  recess  which  had  warranted  the 
Govoriimont  in  proposing  tho  present  mea,3ure. 
If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinsoni  had  been  conver- 
saut  with  the  fa<:ts  of  the  case,  having  liberal 
and  extended  ideas,  he  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  support  such  a  Bill,  it  being  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westport.  As 
the  Bill  was  going  before  tho  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  and  as  he  had  spoken  on  it  last 
session,  he  would  not  offer  any  more  remarks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  hoped  the  Bill  would 
not  pass.  He  trusted  these  long  leases  would 
not  be  continued.  At  some  time  it  would  pro- 
bably be  found  that  the  community  should  buy 
out  these  leases,  and  it  would  then  be  urged 
afl  a  reason  for  compensation  that  the  peopis 
had  forty- two  years'  leases.    It  was  unfair  that 
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tbey  sfaould  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  few  people 
for  a  great  number  of  years.  He  felt  Rure  that 
before  the  leases  were  up  there  would  be  an 
a^tation  for  the  community  to  acquire  them, 
and  possibly  large  compensation  would  bo 
claimed. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  it 
vas  obvioas  that  the  honourablo  gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
had  not  read  the  Bill,  or  had  not  understood  it. 
It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  coal  any 
more  than  with  the  skies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— What  is  the 
tiae? 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  if 
the  honoarable  gentleman  would  read  the  Bill, 
and  endeavour  to  understand  it,  he  would  see 
that  it  vas  a  mere  title.  This  was  land  on 
which  persons  had  built  houses,  and  there  was 
no  coal  under  it  at  all.  There  was  no  coal  there. 
It  was  a  reserve  connected  with  some  coalfields. 
He  was  -very  much  surprised  that  honourable 
gentlemen  shonld  get  up  and  speak  on  a  sub- 
ject they  bad  never  paid  the  slightest  attention 
to,  or,  if  they  had,  were  evidently  not  capable 
of  understanding. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  would  explain  to 
those  bononrablo  gentlemen  that  this  Bill  did 
not  apply  to  coalfields,  but  to  the  Township  of 
Westport,  which  was  some  nine  or  ten  miles 
away  from  the  nearest  coalfield.  The  original 
town  had  been  built  on  the  beach  ;  the  sea  en- 
croached on  it  and  washed  it  away,  and  the 
people  got  permission  to  move  higher  up  the 
nver ;  and  they  had  never  been  able  to  get  a 
title  to  the  Town  of  Westport  till  last  session, 
when  they  were  granted  leases  for  twenty-one 
years.  This  was  too  short  for  people  io  put  up 
proper  buildings,  and  it  was  therefore  proposed 
to  extend  the  leases  to  forty- two  years.  When 
the  Bill  went  before  the  Committee  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  would  find  the  positiori  to  be 
exactly  what  he  said. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— What  is  this 
piece  of  land  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOKAR  said  it  was  a  piece  of 
land  on  the  bank  of  the  Buller  River,  set  apart 
as  an  endowment  for  the  construction  of  the 
harbonr,  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
coal-mines. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  the  second  lime." 
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26. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

"Xha  CoonoU  adjoamed  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 
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Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock, 

Pbayeiis. 

FIRST  READING. 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Government  Railways  Bill. 

BULLER  COAL  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  gave  notice  of  the  follow- 
ing question :  To  ask  the  Government— (1.)  If 
they  are  awaro  that  220  men  have  been  dis- 
missed within  the  last  few  days  from  the  Den- 
niston  coal-mines  ?  (2.)  Are  they  aware  that  a 
population  of  from  four  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred people  are  kept  on  the  verge  of  starvation 
through  a  dispute  between  two  coal  companies 
as  to  haulage  rates  of  ooal  at  Mokihinoi  ?  (3.) 
Will  they  take  some  steps  to  relieve  the  distress 
existing  amongst  these  coal-miners  and  their 
families,  by  starting  relief-works  or  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  might  save  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  trouble  of  asking 
this  question.  The  Government  considered  the 
position  was  so  serious  that  they  had  taken  the 
only  alternative  there  was  for  them  to  take. 
The  Westport  Coal  Company's  Granity  Creek 
Mine  had  kept  its  men  idle,  the  Cardiff  Coal 
Company  had  also  kept  its  mine  idle,  and  the 
Mokihinui  Coal  Company  had  done  the  same. 
These  companies  were  not  complying  with  the 
output  conditions  of  their  leases,  and  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  to  give  them  notice  to 
determine  the  leases  of  the  whole  of  these 
mines. 

RANGIORA  COURT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing — (1)  The  number  of  summonses  issued 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Rangiora,  from  the 
1st  September  to  the  ISth  September,  1894  ;  (2) 
the  names  of  persons  issuing  such  summonses, 
and  the  amounts  involved  in  each  ctuie ;  (3)  the 
names  of  the  persons  against  whom  the  sum- 
mouses  were  issued. 

ELTHAM  GO-OPERATIVE  WORKS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing — (1)  The  number  of  men  employed  on 
the  co-operative  works  at  EUham  ;  (2)  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  men  for  the  Iskst  three  mouths; 
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(3)  the  highest  amount  earned  hy  any  one  work- 
man  for  each  of  the  throe  months ;  (i)  the 
lowest  amoant  earned  by  any  one  workman  for 
each  of  the  three  mouths. 

WESTPOHT  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  make  provision  on  this 
year's  estimates  for  the  establishment  of  a 
telephone  exchange  at  Wosiport  ? 

Mr.  REEVES,  on  behalf  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  had  to  say  that  the  department  would 
be  glad  to  open  a  telephone  at  Westport  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  subscribers  were  guaran- 
teed to  enable  the  telephone  to  be  established 
Trithout  loss. 

CHINESE. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
is  true,  as  stated  in  a  Ohristchurch  paper,  that 
Chinese  immigrants  have  been  arriving  in 
Wellington  in  considerable  numbers?  Is  the 
Government  prepared  to  deal  with  this  evil  at 
an  early  date  7  Will  they  raise  the  poll-tax  so 
as  to  give  this  colony  similar  security  to  that 
enjoyed  by  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria, 
and  avert  that  commercial,  social,  and  moral 
ruin  which  threatens  our  larger  centres  of 
population,  and  which  experience  shows  in- 
evitably follows  upon  insufficiently-restricted 
Mongolian  influx? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  they  were  quite  prepared 
to  take  further  steps  to  prevent  the  influx  of 
Chinese  this  session,  if  honourable  gentlemen 
would  allow  the  public  business  to  proceed,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  pass  a  Bill.  Personally 
he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  pass  a  Bill. 
With  regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  question, 
it  was  not  true,  as  stated  in  a  ChrisCcburcU 
newspaper,  that  Chinese  immigrants  had  been 
arriving  in  Wellington  in  considerable  numbers : 
that  WEis  to  say,  it  was  not  true  if  by  that  it 
was  meant  that  a  larger  number  of  Chinese 
bad  been  coming  in  than  had  been  going  away. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  opinion  to  that  effect, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  during  tlie  last  six 
months  ninety-four  Chinese  had  come  into  Wel- 
lington and  ninety-six  had  gone  out.  Therefore 
more  had  gone  away  than  had  arrived. 

KELLY'S  CBEEK  WORKS. 

Mr.  G.  }.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  Whether  any  married  men  have  been 
discharged  from  the  works  at  Kelly's  Creek, 
West  Coast  Road,  and  single  men  retained, 
and  whether  among  those  retained  there  are 
any  who  are  connected  with  or  have  any  inter- 
est in  any  business  carried  on  in  the  locality? 
If  so,  wilt  the  Minister  give  their  names  and 
occupation,  or  the  business  in  which  tliey  are 
interested?  He  had  received  a  letter  affirming 
that  certain  statements  ivere  true  which  he 
had  embodied  in  the  question,  and  he  had  put 
the  question  so  that  the  Minister  might  give 
the  information  asked  for. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  all  the  men  specially 

taken  on  at  the  Kelly's  Creek  works  had  had 

their  services  dispensed  with  on  the  4th  of  last 

Qtonth.   The  only  men  now  there  were  a  block- 
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smith  and  the  permanent  employes  engaged  in 
the  maintenance. 

SUGAR-BEET. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  With  respect  to  the  proposed 
bonus  on  sugar-beet, — (1.)  If  he  will  supply 
small  quantities  of  reliable  seed  to  suoh  farm- 
ers as  have  land  suitable  for  the  purpose  of 
growing  it?  (2.)  What  is  the  cost  of  the 
machinery  necessary  to  manufacture  sugar- 
beet  ?  (3.)  Will  the  department  issue  a  leaflet 
on  the  subject? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  a  small 
quantity  of  seed  had  been  ordered,  and  would 
be  distributed  when  it  arrived  in  the  colony. 
With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question, 
as  to  the  cost  of  machinery,  inquiries  were 
being  made  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  third  part,  the  department 
would  be  very  glad  to  issue  a  leaflet  with  the 
information  required  to  persons  interested. 

AMALGAMATION    OP    BANK   OP    NEW 
ZEALAND  AND  COLONIAL  BANK. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  consent  to  the  paper  laid  on  the 
table  about  the  bank  agreement  being  referred 
at  once  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
giving  full  power  to  that  Committee  to  investi- 
gate statements  made  therein  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  tliat,  after  the  Govern- 
ment had  considered  the  proposals,  they  would 
then  decide  whether  or  not  it  was  necessary  or 
desirable  that  the  matter  should  be  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee ;  but  the 
Government  must  first  come  to  a  decision  upon 
the  proposals  submitted  to  them. 

MAPS  AND  AGRICULTURAL  TEACHING. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  ai^ked  the  Minister  ot 
Education, — (1.)  Whether  he  will,  in  view  of 
the  excellent  and  accurate  maps  of  the  colony 
issued  by  the  Government  Printing  Depart- 
ment, recommend  that  these  maps  be  used  in 
our  public  schools  7  (2.)  Seeing  that  the  public- 
school  syllabus  requires,  under  the  heading  of 
"  Science,"  that  the  elements  of  agricultural 
knowledge  should  be  taught,  will  ha  have  a 
text-book  prepared  for  that  use  in  our  public 
schools  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  (1)  the  Surveyor  General 
had  the  matter  in  hand,  and  (2)  a  professional 
gentleman  of  high  reputation  was  preparing  t^ 
text-book  for  the  purpose. 

WHITE   ANTS. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  the  Government  Entomologist  has 
taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  the  correcluess  or 
otherwise  of  newspaper  notices  regarding  white 
ants,  and  whether  any  official  report  has  been 
received  upon  the  subject  7 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  the 
Entomologist  had  supplied  the  Government 
with  a  preliminaiy  report  on  the  matter,  but 
further  inquiries  were  being  made  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  department  was  getting  a. 
report  on   the    matter,   and  when   this    wa& 
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xeeeiTed    he   would   be   glad   to  inform   the 
hanoarable  gentleman. 

WATERCOURSES. 

Mr.  PIBA17I  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  lefei  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  liand  Drainage  Act  Amendment 
Bill  is  referred  the  matter  alluded  to  in  a 
question  answered  this  session  about  liability 
to  maintain  common  iTatercourses  1 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  to  answer 
this  question.  Yes.  He  would  refer  the  matter 
to  the  Conunittee  on  the  following  day. 

J.  AIKEN. 
Ur.  PIBANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  James  Aiken,  of  Waverlev,  has  been  re- 
Uered  of  his  leases  of  Section  7,  Block  XI., 
Section  1,  Block  XII.,  and  Section  6,  Block 
XV..  Tazanaki  District;  if  so,  by  whom,  and 
for  what  reason?  He  might  explain  that  a 
little  over  a  year  ago  ^Ir.  James  Aiken  was  a 
competitor  at  a  sale  of  University  reserves,  at 
which  he  got  an  area  amounting  to  23,444 
acres.  He  competed  for  almost  every  section, 
and  it  was  known  in  the  district  that  the  rea- 
son of  his  competition  and  bringing-up  of  prices 
of  this  land  from  the  upset  of  6d.  an  acre  to  as 
mach  aa  3s.  9d.  an  acre  was  that  he  had  a 
block  of  7,000  acres  almost  adjoining  it  which 
he  wanted  to  dispose  of,  and  by  raising  the 
price  of  the  other  sections  he  naturally  in- 
eteaaed  the  prospective  value  of  his  own.  Im- 
mediately after  he  had  obtained  or  had  been 
dropped  in  for  these  three  sections  he  left  for 
a  trip  Home  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and 
mnained  away  twelve  months.  When  he 
came  back  he  wished  the  Land  Board  of  the 
diatrict  to  relieve  bim  of  these  sections.  They 
lefnsed  to  do  so,  and  it  was  said  that  since 
tliat,  by  some  means,  Mr.  Aiken  had  got  re- 
lieTed  of  the  burden,  while  those  he  compelled 
to  pay  additional  prices  had  had  to  stick  to 
their  bargains.  He  would  like  the  Minister  to 
infoom  him  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  oircum- 
■tances,  and  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
statement  that  this  speculator  had  been  re- 
lieved of  the  sections  in  question. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  could  not  vouch  for  the 
toith  of  the  whole  of  the  story  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  told  them  in  connection  with 
the  matter.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
man  in  question  was  a  speculator  or  not ;  but 
he  woold  tell  the  House  candidly  all  that  had 
happened,  so  far  as  he  knew,  in  connection 
with  the  matter.  This  Mr.  Aiken  had  been 
a  leaseholder  of  a  number  of  sections,  as  the 
hononiable  gentleman  said,  and  had  fallen 
behind  with  his  rent,  and  would  not  pay  it. 
He  claimed  to  have  paid  more  rent  for  the 
land  than  the  land  was  worth,  and  said  that 
his  neighbours  were  all  in  the  same  position. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  him  (Mr. 
IfeKanzie)  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Fatea,  who  introduced  Mr.  Aiken  as  a  re- 
■peetable  settler  living  in  his  part  of  the 
eoontzy,  and  as  a  gentleman  whose  word  he 
could  trust.  Later  on  Mr.  Aiken  mode  ap- 
plication  to   sorrender   these   sections.     The 
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matter  was  referred  by  him  as  Minister  to 
the  BoEud  at  Taranaki,  and  after  going  into 
it  the  Board  recommended  that  the  surrender 
of  one  section  should  be  accepted;  and  the 
surrender  of  that  section  had  been  accepted. 
The  reason  was  this :  If  they  bad  not  accepted 
the  surrender  of  the  section  the  Board  would 
have  had  to  declare  it  forfeited,  and  it  would 
have  come  to  the  same  thing.  They  had  no 
power  to  force  the  man  to  pay  rent — he  would 
not  pay ;  and  he  supposed  if  the  remainder  of 
the  settlers  in  the  same  block  who  took  up  land 
at  the  same  time  made  a  like  application  to  the 
Land  Board  they  would  be  dealt  with  in  exactly 
the  same  way. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  BANK  OP  NEW 
ZEALAND  AND  COLONIAL  BANK. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  ho  will  obtain  and  print,  for  the  con- 
venience of  members,  the  complete  balance- 
sheets  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the 
Colonial  Bank  for  the  years  1888  to  1893,  inclu- 
sive? He  asked  this  question  in  order  that 
members  might  be  in  a  position  to  get  whatever 
information  might  be  gathered  from  the  balance- 
sheets. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  instructions  had 
been  given  to  have  the  balance-sheets  printed 
and  circulated  as  soon  as  possible. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — For  how  long  back  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Prom  1888  to  1893. 

POOT-ROT. 

Mr.  BUICK  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, If  he  will  instruct  the  Government  Veteri- 
nary Surgeon  to  prepare  a  leaflet  on  the  subject 
of  foot-rot  in  sheep  and  the  best  treatment  for 
its  cure,  and  have  the  same  issued  to  the 
settlers?  He  asked  this  question  because 
during  the  last  few  months  the  subject  of 
this  disease  among  sheep  had  been  exciting 
a  great  deal  of  attention  among  the  sheep- 
owners  of  Marlborough.  A  large  amount  of 
newspaper  correspondence  had  token  place, 
meetings  had  been  held,  and,  as  the  result 
of  this  agitation,  grave  doubts  had  arisen  as  to 
the  precise  nature  of  the  disease.  Mr.  Gil- 
ruth,  the  Government  Veterinary  Surgeon,  had 
visited  the  district  and,  he  believed,  had  ob- 
tained a  considerable  amount  of  information  on 
the  subject.  It  might  be  necessary  that  he 
should  make  certain  experiments,  but  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  Minister  if,  after  these  experi- 
ments were  made,  as  the  result  a  leaflet  would 
be  published  giving  full  information  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease  and  the  best  cure  for  it 
under  different  circumstances. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  at  the  present  time  was 
making  inquiry  into  the  matter  in  the  district, 
and  that  as  soon  as  those  inquiries  were  com- 
pleted the  department  would  get  a  leaflet  pre- 
pared and  circulated  in  the  district. 

GOVERNMENT  DEBENTURES. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  which  ho 
had  given  bim  private  notice.    It  was  as  to 
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whether  he  had  any  objection  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  communication  he  had  referred  to 
in  the  debate  upon  the  Government  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill,  to  the  efieot  that  our  SJ-per- 
cents  were  at  some  recent  date  quoted  in 
liondon  at  103.  He  asked  this  question  be- 
cause, from  the  information  accessible  to 
honourable  members  in  the  ordinary  vray, 
such  a  statement  was  hardly  credible,  bA- 
thoogh  it  might  be  very  gratifying  if  correct. 
He  found  from  the  Economist,  which  was  a 
recognised  authority  on  these  matters,  that  on 
the  14th  July  our  S^-per-ceuts  stood  at  101  to 
102 ;  that  on  the  21st  July,  after  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  legislation  was  announced  in 
London,  they  fell  to  100^  to  101^ ;  and  on  the 
28th  July,  after  the  Budget  proposals  had  been 
cabled  to  London,  they  again  fell  to  100  to 
101.  In  the  Economist  of  the  18th  July  this 
reference  to  New  Zealand  occurred  :  "  Aus- 
tralasians have  not  moved  " — speaking  of  stock 
— "  with  the  exception  of  New  Zealands,  these 
having  fallen  on  sales,  due  to  the  announce- 
ment in  the  Budget  of  a  statement  that  a 
renewed  issue  of  a  million  or  a  million  and 
a  half  is  in  contemplation."  The  latest  date 
of  which  they  had  quotations  was  the  4th 
August,  when  the  quotations  were  99J  to  lOOJ. 
He  was  sure  the  colony  and  the  House  would 
be  glad  to  know  if  there  was  authentic  infor- 
mation as  to  the  rise  in  price  indicated  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Hr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
probably  was  aware — if  not,  he  had  the  honour 
to  inform  him — that  in  July,  the  date  to  which 
he  referred,  the  quotations  given  were  exclusive 
of  dividends.  That  being  so,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  was  sure,  from  his  knowledge  of 
finance,  would  at  once  observe  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  material  difference  between  the  values 
of  stocks  under  those  circumstances  and  the 
values  of  stocks  with  dividends  added.  The 
statement  made  in  the  House  the  other  even- 
ing was  on  information  received  in  reply  to  a 
cable  by  the  Government  to  the  Agent-General, 
who  in  reply  stated  that  for  six  months  the 
S^-per-cents  stood  at  103,  and  the  Agent-General 
would  not  advise  the  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  that  matter  incorrectly.  That  was 
his  reply  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  was 
not  the  business  of  the  Government  or  the 
desire  of  the  Treasurer  or  of  the  Treasury  to'in 
any  way  state  in  connection  with  the  stocks  of 
the  colony  that  the  position  was  other  than 
what  it  really  was.  When  he  informed  the 
House  the  other  evening  that  this  intimation 
had  been  received  from  the  Agent-General,  he 
assumed  that  the  House  would  take  the  state- 
ment from  the  Government  as  indicative  of 
what  the  real  position  was.  If  his  honourable 
friend  was  not  satisfied,  he  would  have  an 
extract  of  the  cable  taken  out,  certified  to,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 
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BINDEE-TWINE. 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, If  he  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  place  binder-twine  on  the   free  list? 
Ihe  matter  was  causing  a  considerable  amount 
Mr,  O.  BiUchiaon 


of  interest  in  the  South,  and  he  had  received 
communications  from  several  farmers'  clubs 
from  time  to  time,  asking  if  it  were  possible 
for  this  duty  to  be  taken  off.  He  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  give  a  favourable 
reply. 

Mr.  WABD  said  this  matter  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  Committee.  The 
report  of  that  had  been  sent  to  the  Govern- 
ment, embodying  recommendations  upon  this 
and  other  matters,  which  would  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Government,  and  when  a 
decision  had  been  arrived  at  the  House  would 
be  duly  apprised  of  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  this  was  a  matter  entirely 
apart  from  what  the  Tariff  Committee  might 
report,  and  he  would  like  to  get  a  separate 
answer. 

Mr.  WAED  said  the  Government  could  not 
give  an  answer  until  they  had  decided  the 
question  as  a  whole. 

GREY  EDUCATION  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, Whether  he  is  aware — (1)  That  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  head  teachers  in  the  Grey 
Education  District  are  in  most  instances  fully 
38  per  cent,  less  than  are  paid  to  bead  teachen 
doing  similar  work  in  schools  with  equal  ave- 
rages in  other  education  districts  of  the  colony ; 
gl)  that  the  teachers  employed  by  the  Grey 
ducation  Board  are  in  nowise  benefited  by 
the  return  to  payment  to  Boards  on  the  work- 
ing-average, instead  of  on  the  strict  average, 
as  recently  made  by  the  Minister  of  Educv 
tion  for  the  express  purpose  of  benefiting  the 
teachers  throughout  the  colony;  (3)  that 
schools  averaging  five,  six,  and  twelve  pupils 
are  managed  by  Committees  enjoying  the  same 
voting-power  at  elections  for  members  of  the 
Grey  Education  Board  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
Committees  of  the  largest  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict and  in  the  colony  ?  And,  if  so,  will  the 
Minister  state  what  remedies  he  will  propose  to 
apply  to  these  examples  of  injustice  under 
which  a  large  body  of  deserving  men  and 
women  are  groaning — men  and  women  who 
are  required  to  possess  the  same  literary 
qualifications  as  other  teachers,  and  to  per- 
form work  equal  in  quality  to  that  performed 
by  their  more  fortunate  brethren  in  more 
favoured  parts  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  believed  the  salaries  were 
lower  in  that  district,  but  scarcely  so  low,  he 
thought,  as  the  honourable  gentleman's  esti- 
mate. He  believed  also  that  the  teachers  were 
not  directly  affected  by  the  payment  on  the 
working  -  averages  except  in  so  tax  as  the 
finances  were  strengthened  by  the  Beards 
getting  more  money.  He  presumed  it  would 
be  worse  for  the  teachers  if  the  Board  did 
not  get  that  money.  He  did  not  thin^  that 
there  were  schools  averaging  only  five  or  six 
pupils  in  separate  districts ;  but  he  believed 
there  was  one  school  averaging  only  eleven, 
and  this  was  due  partly  to  the  Bmallness  of 
the  district.  In  small  districts  he  noticed 
that  the  teachers  were  worse  off  than  those 
in  large  districts.    As  to  what  he  oonld  do, 
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be  hoped  next  session  to  iutFodaoe  a  Bill  to 
classify  the  salaries  of  teachers  if  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  permit  him  to  do  so — that  was, 
if  the  House  would  pass  the  School-attendance 
BUI. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Hr.  McKAB  said  he  noticed  in  the  last  issue 
of  Hansard  that  his  name  had  been  omitted 
Irom  an  important  division-list.  It  was  when 
the  Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill  was 
before  the  House.  On  that  occasion  he  voted 
irith  the  "  Ayes."  He  also  found  that  his 
name  had  been  omitted  from  the  record  of  a 
divixion  that  took  place  on  the  Slst  August, 
■when  he  had  voted  with  the  "  Noes."  He 
found  there  was  no  mention  of  his  name  on  the 
division-list  oa  the  records  of  the  House,  but 
on  examining  the  division-sheets  themselves  he 
found  his  name  marked  in  both  cases.  Owing 
to  the  somewhat  careless  manner  in  which  the 
tellers  had  marked  the  sheets,  the  clerk  was 
unable  to  tell  whether  he  was  present  or  not. 
fie  was  present  at  both  divisions,  and  recorded 
his  vote. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  in  reference  to  the  answer  given  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  his  question  (No.  11),  and 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Minister  to  give 
a  fuller  explanation  of  this  extraordinaty  case. 
He  might  point  oat  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  been  absolved  from  his  obligation  entered 
into  with  the  Lands  Department  was  the 
owner  of  7,000  acres  of  bush-laud  in  the  Strat- 
ford district — a  man  of  wealth ;  and,  as  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  just  said,  his  respecta- 
bility had  been  vouched  for  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Fatea.  He  thought  there  should 
be  some  further  reason  than  that  given  by  the 
Minister  for  relieving  him  from  his  obligation 
incurred  when  he  leased  the  lands  in  question 
in  the  Xaranaki  District.  On  the  date  of  the 
■ale  in  question  something  like  fifteen  sections 
were  ofiered  for  sale,  varying  in  area  from  1,000 
acres  to  645  acres,  and  they  were  sold  at  low 
prices.  This  gentleman  competed  at  the  sale 
of  the  sections,  and  ran  them  up  to  Ss.  to 
3s.  9d.  per  acre,  and  put  the  purchasers  in 
the  position  of  being  very  unfairly  dealt  with. 
Immediately  after  the  sale  this  rich  man  left 
the  colony  for  a  trip  Home,  so  that  he  could 
not  be  compelled  to  go  on  with  his  improve- 
ments. The  other  unfortunate  purchasers  went 
on  with  their  improvements,  and  complied  with 
their  oonditions  and  paid  their  rent.  The 
settler  who  went  Home  returned,  to  apply 
to  the  Land  Board  to  be  relieved  of  pay- 
ment of  rent  for  these  sections,  but  the  Land 
Board  refused  to  consider  the  application  un- 
less be  paid  up  the  rent  in  arrear.  He  paid 
np  the  arrears;  and  then  the  Land  Board 
went  into  the  case  and  refused  to  relieve 
him  of  his  obligations.  Upon  that,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  he  waited  upon  the  Minister,  with  the 
tesolt  that  the  matter  was  again  remitted  to 
the  Land  Board,  and,  as  the  Minister  hod  in- 
fonned  the  House,  the  Board  decided  to  relieve 


him  of  one  section.  Now,  the  principle  in- 
volved was  this  :  If  a  man  of  means,  and  able 
to  pay  his  rent,  chose  to  enter  into  a  specula- 
tion of  that  sort,  and  could  be  relieved  of  the 
efieot  of  his  speculation,  then,  he  considered, 
other  Crown  tenants  in  the  colony  had  the 
same  right  to  be  relieved  as  this  gentleman 
had.  Of  course,  the  Minister  of  Lands  stated 
that  the  other  purchasers  of  those  sections,  tl 
they  hod  the  same  reasons,  could  apply  and  be 
relieved  of  their  sections,  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  forgot  that  the  other  holders  had 
carried  out  the  law  by  improving  their  sections, 
and  therefore  it  would  not  be  fair  to  expect 
them  to  throw  away  their  improvements  for 
the  sake  of  getting  out  of  paying  the  rent. 
This  gentleman  who  evaded  the  law  was  in  a 
better  position,  because  he  had  not  mode  im- 
provements. If,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
said,  there  was  no  way  of  making  a  rich  man 
like  this  pay  his  rent  for  the  sections  he  had 
taken  up,  then  there  must  be  some  amend- 
ment of  the  law  reijuired,  and  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  if  he  could  see  his  way  to 
bring  in  an  amendment  so  as  to  prevent  any 
case  of  that  kind  occurring  in  the  future. 

Mr.  J.  MpKENZIE  said  it  appeared  to  him 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  knew 
very  much  more  about  this  matter  than  he,  as 
Minister  of  Lands,  did.  At  any  rate,  the  honour- 
able member  knew  a  good  deal  more  about 
this  Iklr.  Aiken  than  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  did. 
It  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  that  that 
gentleman  was  a  wealthy  man,  or  that  he  was  a 
speculator,  or  that  ho  held  any  large  blocks  of 
land.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea  had 
represented  him  to  be  a  struggling  settler.  Now, 
it  was  quite  possible  that  the  statements  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  were  correct,  but  the 
Land  Board  hod  reported  that  the  land  was 
too  rough  to  dispose  of  at  the  price,  and  that 
being  the  case  he  believed  they  could  not  force 
this  gentleman  to  pay  his  rent.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston  must  know  that 
it  would  be  two  years  before  this  man  could  be 
compelled  to  make  improvements,  and  there- 
fore he  had  not  broken  the  law  except  in  so 
far  as  he  had  not  pud  his  rent,  and  the  only 
way  the  Government  could  come  upon  him  for 
that  was  to  forfeit  his  section . 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  could  sue  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  know  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
suing  such  settlers  as  the  one  in  question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  know  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  point  out  a  similar  case  where 
a  man  had  been  sued,  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  would 
be  much  obliged  to  him. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  about  Scott's  cose  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  was  a  different 
matter  altogether. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— He  was  sued  tor  rent. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  Scott  was  simply 
a  dummy  for  a  mortgage  company,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  put  him  in  g8M>l 
without  suing  him  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reminded  honourable  mem- 
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bers  that  the  debate  was  confined  to  questions 
on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  with  regard  to  the 
matter  brought  up  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston,  the  Government  would  make 
inquiries,  and,  if  it  were  found  that  this  settler 
was  a  wealthy  man,  as  stated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston,  legal  opinion 
would  be  taken  as  to  the  proper  position  to 
take  in  order  to  comi<el  him  to  pay  his  rent. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  Hon.  the. 
Minister  of  Lands  was  not  correct  when  he 
stated  that  be  (Mr.  Hutchison)  represented  Mr. 
Aiken  as  a  struggling  settler.  The  Minister 
had  drawn  on  his  imagination  for  that.  He 
perfectly  recollected  what  ho  stated  to  the 
Minister,  which  was  that  Mr.  Aiken  was  a 
respectable  settler,  who  wanted  to  be  relieved 
of  unreasonable  rents  under  three  leaseholds 
acquired  by  him  under  the  vicious  system  of 
puDlio  competition  by  auction.  The  Minister 
had  dealt  with  this  matter  entirely  on  the  in- 
formation of  his  department.  As  to  the  other 
settlers  in  the  same  block — the  University  re- 
serve inland  of  Waverley — they  also  had  paid 
too  much  for  their  land.  They  were  endea- 
vouring to  carry  out  the  conditions  of  the 
leases,  and  were  now  desirous  of  getting  the 
relief  that  had  been  extended  to. Mr.  Aiken — 
namely,  to  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  sur- 
rendering their  present  contracts.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  see  no  reason  to  refuse  that 
relief,  under  the  circumstances.  While  on  the 
question  of  adjournment  he  might  be  allowed 
to  supplement  what  he  had  said  in  reference 
to  the  quotations  of  (government  stocks  by  a 
reference  to  the  monthly  investment  list  for 
August  issued  by  a  stock-broking  firm  in  Lon- 
don. This  list  corroborated  the  quotations 
given  by  the  Economist.  The  passage  was  as 
follows 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  as  this 
was  not  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  had  considered  the  matter. 
The  rule  did  not  say  that  the  subjects  open 
to  discussion  must  be  actually  on  the  Order 
Paper,  which  he  thought  was  the  intention  of 
the  new  Standing  Order,  but  that  replies  of 
Ministers  to  questions  on  that  day  might  be 
discussed  on  the  motion  of  adjournment ;  and, 
as  otherwise  there  would  not  be  opportunities 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present  session 
for  private  members  to  discuss  matters  of  the 
kind,  he  bad  allowed  it  to  go  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  of  course,  obeyed  the  ruling, 
but  he  desired  to  point  out  that  it  might  lead 
to  a  member  asking  a  question  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  no  doubt  the 
cose,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient 
to  allow  such  a  practice  to  grow  up;  but  he 
thought  Ministers  might  get  over  that  by  not 
replying  to  questions  without  notice  until  ques- 
tions of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  had 
been  got  over. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  his  honourable  col- 
league would  profit  by  that  bint. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  read  the  extract, 
which  was  as  follows : — 
Afr,  Speaker 


"  The  Colonial  Department  received  a  shock  I 
in  the  announcement  that  the  New  Zealand 
Government  had  had  to  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  support 
took  the  extraordinary  shape  of  a  guarantee  of 
preference  stock  of  the  bank  at  4  per'cent.  for 
ten  years,  and  was  accompanied  by  conditions 
and  circumstances  which  are  not  favourably 
received  on  this  side.  The  bank  itself  is  to 
become  a  Government  institution,  with  head 
office  in  the  colony  —  a  position  which  past 
experience  does  not  justify.  The  successfnl 
issue  of  the  above  stock  was,  moreover,  accom- 
panied by  the  announcement  that  the  colony 
wants  at  once  another  one  and  a  half  millions 
from  this  [London]  side  to  lend  to  farmers  at 
low  rates,  and  one  million  to  be  raised  at  home 
[in  New  Zealand] .  There  are  so  many  objec- 
tions to  be  raised  to  the  idea  of  a  Government 
becoming  its  own  banker — mortgagee  to  many 
who  may  be  its  own  supporters,  and,  as  is 
further  proposed,  sole  issuer  of  bank-notes  in 
the  country—  that  the  proposals  are  viewed  with 
considerable  misgiving  by  stockholders  here 
[in  London] ,  and  have  had  an  adverse  eSect 
upon  the  colonial  market  generally,  and  New 
Zealand  stocks  in  particular." 

Mr.  CROWTHER  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  deserved  great  credit 
for  bringing  up  this  question.  So  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  follow  out  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  it  seemed  that  any 
of  these  tenants  could  jog  along  for  one  year 
and  nine  months  without  having  any  liability. 
Surely,  if  that  was  the  case,  it  was  time  the 
system  was  altered.  He  had  quite  understood 
that  in  this  case  the  sections  of  the  Act  re- 
ferred to  were  sections  that  might  hereafter  be 
amended,  and  his  own  opinion  was  that  if  the 
Land  Board  made  a  recommendation  to  the 
Minister  to  release  the  tenants  the  Minister 
should  act  upon  the  recommendation.  He 
thought  the  department  must  have  had  in- 
formation other  than  that  laid  before  the 
House  that  day,  and,  that  being  the  case,  it 
was  absolute!}'  necessary  that  the  matter 
should  be  followed  up  and  that  something 
should  be  done.  There  was  no  doubt  in  his 
own  mind  that  this  was  a  very  bad  system, 
and  the  sooner  it  was  altered  the  better. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  thought  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  have  misunderstood  him. 
What  he  had  said  was  that  if  any  tenant  of  the 
Crown  made  application  for  land  he  had  to  pay 
down  half  a  year's  rent  in  advance,  and  he 
would  not  be  forced  to  make  his  improvements 
for  a  certain  length  of  time.  The  section  of 
the  Act  referred  to  stated  this,  and  the  ap- 
plicant in  question  had  made  his  half-yearly 
payment.  They  had  no  power  to  force  this 
man  to  pay  rent  if  he  had  not  the  means  to 
do  so;  and,  as  a  rule,  settlers  who  came  be- 
fore the  Government  wishing  to  surrender 
their  holdings  were  men  who  could  not  pay. 
He  had  got  nothing  out  of  the  land,  and  con- 
sequently must  have  lost  on  the  transsMStion. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the 
answer  given  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  his 
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onettion,  and  he  hoped  that,  before  the  sessioa 
elosad,  a  mnch  more  satisfactory  answer  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  the  duty  on  binder- 
twine  \rould  be  given.  He  had  asked  the  ques- 
tion for  a  special  reason  —  namely,  that  the 
fanners  had  found  this  year  that  they  were 
in  considerable  straits,  and  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  reduce  their  expenses.  This  was 
w  important  item  in  their  expenses,  and  it 
was  somewhat  unreasonable  that  the  farmers 
■Iioold  be  charged  a  duty  on  their  twiue.  He 
thought  the  Colonied  Treasurer  would  admit 
that  they  ought  to  give  some  relief,  and,  as  he 
knew  the  honourable  gentleman  sympathized 
with  (he  farming  conmiunity,  that  be  would 
poasibly  have  this  dnty  removed ;  otherwise  he 
mnat  see  that  it  would  mean  increasing  the 
juice,  and  doing  serious  injury  to  the  farmers 
withoat  benefiting  anybody.  There  was  especial 
reason  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  re- 
mit the  duty  this  year,  on  account  of  the  bad 
uaun  they  had  with  their  grain  last  year,  and 
foesibly  would  have  this  year  also.  It  was 
not  bir  to  say  that  this  question  would  have 
V>  be  left  over  until  the  whole  question  of 
tariff  revision  was  dealt  with.  He  thought  it 
was  a  matter  which  should  be  considered  this 
jear,  and  immediately.  Therefore  he  hoped 
that  the  Treasurer,  who  professed  to  be,  and 
be  believed  was,  earnest  in  his  desire  to  help 
thebnning  community,  would  make  the  slight 
concession  asked  for  and  remit  the  duty  at 
once. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  desired  to  odd  a  word  to  what 
bad  been  said  about  binder- twine  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce.  In  1885,  when  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  was  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Auck- 
land people  prevailed  upon  him  to  put  a 
dot;  npon  this  twine,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
poiting  an  industry.  Mr.  Peacock,  the  then 
member  for  Auckland,  said  it  was  going  to 
largely  benefit  the  colony,  and  would  very  soon 
reduce  the  price.  This  duty  was  carried  then, 
very  much  against  the  farmers'  wish  and  in- 
terest. Then,  again  in  1886  they  found  that 
the  dnty  was  advanced  2d. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  duty  was  not  put  on 
until  1B8S. 

Ur.  DUNCAN  said  it  was  put  on  in  Sir 
Julius  Vogel's  time,  and  he  was  1u  the  House 
in  1S88.  The  position  at  present  was  this : 
that,  although  the  raw  material,  in  the  shape 
of  flax,  was  growing  on  the  spot,  and  the  twine 
oould  be  nuide  on  the  spot  in  large  quantities, 
in  eouequence  of  the  New  Zealand  duty  Vic- 
toria was  able  to  land  twine  in  New  Zealand 
Id.  a  poond  cheaper  than  it  was  found  selling 
m  the  colony.  They  could  land  it  here  Id.  a 
pound  cheaper,  after  paying  freight  and  all 
charges  both  ways  for  raw  material.  He  had 
^  told  also  that  Victoria  would  still  land 
jtbereatad.  less  than  the  present  prioe  even 
uthe  duty  were  oCf;  and  he  thought  that, 
|nth  the  raw  material  and  appliances  at  hand, 
U  New  Zealand  conld  not  hold  her  own'  then 
n  Wis  time  that  something  was  done,  and  done 
*t  once.  This  was  not  a  laughing -matter, 
M  the  hrmars  last  year  in  Otago  and  in  most 
«i  Caniarbiiry  were  in  ciienmstanoes  of  dif- 


ficulty through  losing  a  fall  year's  crop  of  their 
wheat  from  wet  weather,  and  the  low  prices 
which  the  crop  would  fetch  would  not  pay  for 
the  harvesting.  This  question  would  have  to 
be  faced,  and  gone  into  at  once,  to  give  them 
some  relief.  If  this  article  were  placed  on 
the  free-list  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  in- 
jury done  to  anybody,  because,  if  it  were  true — 
and  he  believed  it  was — that  it  could  be  landed 
from  Victoria  Id.  a  pound  cheaper  than  the 
locally -made  twine  could  be  sold  for  here, 
then  there  must  be  something  wrong.  He 
trusted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  inquire ' 
into  the  matter,  and  pat  the  twine  on  the  free- 
list  at  once. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  thought  it  was  only 
right  to  say  that  the  binder-twine,  along  with 
other  items  in  the  tariff,  had  received  careful 
consideration  from  the  Tariff  Committee.  He 
was  not  at  liberty  to  say  what  the  decision  was 
that  had  been  come  to  in  the  matter,  but  it 
would  be  a  very  imprudent  thing  to  deal  with 
binder-twine  apart  from  the  other  items  in  the 
tariff.  The  whole  ought  to  be  considered  to- 
gether when  a  settlement  was  made.  It  was 
not  such  a  very  heavy  matter  for  the  farmer, 
this  one  item ;  and  next  year  at  furthest  the 
whole  thing  must  be  gone  into,  and  then  it 
might  be  advisable  to  repeal  this  particular 
duty.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  somewhat  invidious  and  there- 
fore wrong  to  select  this  one  item  alone. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  it  was  evident  that  there 
were  very  few  farmers  on  the  Tariff  Committee. 
The  particular  matter  of  binder-twine  had  been 
so  well  explained  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  and  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru  that  he  need  not  say  anything  except 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  reduce  the 
charge. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pareora  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitata  represented  country  interests. 
It  could  not  be  said  that  there  was  an  un- 
due proportion  of  town  representatives  on 
the  Tariff  Committee.  The  country  members 
on  that  Committee  were  quite  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
request  that  the  House  should  deal  with  one 
special  item  of  the  tariff  this  session.  There 
were  several  articles  of  the  tariff  which  it  was 
far  more  important  to  deal  with  than  the  one 
that  had  been  referred  to.  There  was  cement, 
for  instance ;  and  there  were  other  articles 
which  should  be  immediately  attended  to. 
The  Government  had  for  four  years  burked 
this  question.  He,  however,  understood  they 
would,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Tariff  Committee,  appoint  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission to  consider  the  question.  The  binder- 
twine  made  here  was  made  solely  by  boy  or 
cheap  labour,  which  was  demoralising  to  our 
towns.  The  question  should  be  considered  next 
session. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  might  explain  that  he  waB 
not-  a  member  of  the  Tariff  Committee;  neithet 
did  be  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
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had  just  sat  down  was  not  able  to  teJce  care 
of  himself.  He  was  getting  on  nicely,  and 
would  soon  run  alone. 

Mi.  McLAOHLAN  said,  in  reference  to 
binder  -  twine,  many  honourable  gentlemen 
seemed  tt>  be  ignorant  as  to  that  article.  For 
instance,  his  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Napier  knew  so  little  about  it  that  he  did  not 
know  binder-twine,  or  how  to  tie  a  knot.  He 
might  explain  that  in  his  district  they  imported 
a  great  many  tons  of  twine.  It  was  a  very 
large  item  indeed.  A  farmer  cropping  four  or 
five  thousand  acres  required  tons  of  twine,  and 
if  there  was  a  duty  of  Id.  a  pound  on  twine 
it  handicapped  him  in  his  business.  As  the 
representative  of  a  country  district,  he  would 
be  very  glad  to  see  the  duty  removed  from 
twine. 

Mr.  B.  McEENZIE  said  it  had  been  stated 
that  rings  had  been  formed  here  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  twine.  That  might  be  so ;  but  rings 
had  been  formed  in  Victoria  as  well  as  in  New 
Zealand,  and  they  kept  up  the  price  there  also. 
It  was  a  well-known  fact  that,  owing  to  a  large 
syndicate  in  America  having  gone  into  liquida- 
tion recently,  there  was  a  very  large  quantity  of 
binder-twine  stored  at  New  York  and  Brooklyn, 
and  if  quantities  of  that  twine  were  allowed  to 
come  here  it  would  mean  closing  the  binder- 
twine  works  here.  It  was  nothing  serious  to 
the  farmers  to  have  to  pay  the  small  amount 
that  they  had  to  pay  on  twine.  He  represented, 
he  bad  no  doubt,  as  many  farmers  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru  or  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton.  It  would  be  inad- 
visable for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  go  into  the 
question  of  the  tariS  piecemeal.  They  would 
have  to  deal  with  this  question  in  a  systematic 
manner. 

Mr.  BTJDDO  said  the  farmers  suffered  under 
so  many  grievances  at  the  present  time  that 
this  question  of  twine  did  not  seem  a  large  one 
compared  with  others.  He  might  mention  that 
he  and  his  neighbours  had  been  using  colonial- 
made  twine  with  advantage  to  themselves,  and 
found  it  more  than  a  penny  jm  pound  cheaper 
than  the  imported  article.  There  were  other 
natters  connected  with  the  farming  industry 
which  required  dealing  with  more  than  this 
one  :  there  was  the  question  of  railway  freight 
and  forwarding  the  grain  to  the  seaports,  bonus 
on  export  of  clover,  and  others  of  importance. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  was  a  gentleman  whom  it  was  very  dif- 
ficult to  get  to  accept  a  statement  made  upon 
an  important  matter  in  reference  to  which 
he  was  making  inquiries,  unless  he  really  saw 
the  proof  in  black  and  white.  His  honourable 
friend  no  doubt  was  thoroughly  sincere  in  his 
desire  to  see  what  the  position  of  the  stock  of 
this  colony  was,  and,  that  being  so,  he  hoped 
before  be  sat  down  to  be  able  to  prove  that 
what  he  had  informed  him  that  afternoon  and 
last  evening  was  correct.  The  Melbourne  Argus 
of  the  8th  September,  which  was  a  reliable 
paper,  and  one  which  was  usually  well  in- 
formed, published  the  quotations  for  British 
and  colonial  Government  stocks. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — By  telegram  ? 
Mr.  Flatman 


Mr.  WABD  said  the  date  was  the  30th  Aagust. 
Under  the  heading  "  The  Money-market,  Lion- 
don,  30bh  August,"  it  gave  the  position  of  this 
colony's  stock  as  follows :  New  Zealand  3^-per- 
cents,  102^ ;  and  on  the  6th  September,  as 
103.  That  was  an  independent  authority,  and 
he  thought  it  confirmed  the  statements  vrhioh 
he  had  made  last  evening  and  that  day.  He 
hoped  that  would  be  satis^tory  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Of  course  that  is 
cum  dividend. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
gave  the  quotations  for  July,  and  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  pointed  out  that  that  was  ex  dividend. 
He  informed  his  honourable  friend  that  the 
quotations  which  he  named,  in  September, 
were  with  the  dividend  added.  Now,  when  he 
informed  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
quotations  were  at  108,  the  honourable  member 
did  not  any  longer  dispute  the  point. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  did  not  dispute 
it ;  he  only  asked  for  information. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  had  given  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  information,  and  now  he  said  it 
was  cum  dividend.  His  answer  was,  of  conrse 
it  was.  He  stated  the  facts  as  they  ought  to 
be  stated ;  and  he  again  informed  the  honour- 
able member,  in  confirmation  of  what  he  in- 
formed the  House,  that  the  Argus  of  the  8th 
September  quoted  New  Zealand  3}-per-cent. 
stocks  at  103  ;  and  New  Zealand  4-per-cents,  in 
the  same  paper  of  30th  August,  were  quoted 
at  109,  and  on  the  6th  September  at  109^.  It 
had  been  stated  in  that  House  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  responsible  for  the  depreciation 
of  our  stocks,  and  that  since  the  Financial 
Statement  was  published  and  the  Bank  of  N^ew 
Zealand  Shares  Guarantee  Act  was  passed  our 
stocks  had  gone  down.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  the  independent  source  he  had  quoted 
would  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  and  critical 
that  the  stocks  of  the  colony  under  the  present 
Government  had  not  depreciated.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  last  evening  stated  that 
our  stocks  had  fallen  since  the  publication  of 
the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  6.  HUTCHISON.— Hear.  hear. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  say  they  have  not  fallen. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— They  are  rising  with 
the  approach  of  the  interest-payment. 

Mr.  WABD  asked  if  the  honourable  member 
could  tell  him  any  previous  date  at  which  our 
3)-per-cents  were  10^. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Three  months  ago. 

Mr.  WABD  asked  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  tell  him  when  our  stocks  were  ever 
before  at  103  with  the  dividend  added,  or 
when  the  time  was  approaching  for  the  divi- 
dends to  bo  paid.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knew  that  be  could  not  do  so.  He  invited  him 
to  deduct  the  dividends,  and  take  the  balance, 
and  then  could  the  honourable  gentleman  tell 
him  when  our  3J-percent.  stocks  with  the 
dividend  deducted  stood  in  as  high  a  position 
as  they  did  now?  The  statement  which  haid 
been  made  that  New  Zealemd  stocks  had  d.e- 
preciated  since  the  present  Government  had 
oome  into  office,  and  in  consequence  of  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Adjournment. 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment. 


87 


TOoposala,  was  quite  contniiy  to  the  facts. 
£vezy  one  admitted  that  the  circumstanoes 
under  vhich  the  colony  had  been  called  upon 
to  deal  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  might 
hare  been  calculated  to  depreciate  the  value  of 
oar  stocks ;  and  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
gratifying  intelligence  to  every  one  that  we  had 
maintained  our  position  in  the  London  money- 
maAet.  That  ooght  to  be  a  matter  for  gratifi- 
cation on  the  part  of  honourable  members.  He 
might  say,  in  connection  with  the  quotation  of 
the  3^per-cent.  stocks,  that  there  was  only  one 
monti^'a  dividend  accrued:  that  was  another 
point  which  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man shoald  give  the  colony  credit  for.  He  bad 
jost  had  a  memorandum  handed  to  bim  stating 
that  only  one  month's  dividend  had  accrued. 
He  aasomed  that  the  information  was  correct. 
Bat  why,  when  our  SJ-per-oent.  stocks  stood  at 
103,  and  in  the  face  of  authoritative  informa- 
tion that  that  was  so — why  should  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  be  so  anxious  to  make  out 
that  they  did  not  stand  at  108? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Give.us  the  facts. 

Mr.  WAKD  said  he  had  given  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  facts. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Not  until  we  have 
worried  you. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  worry  him  a  bit.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  was 
very  philosophical  in  his  nature,  and  it  took  a 
gre«t  deal  to  worry  him,  and  the  attempts  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  worry  him  would 
have  no  eSect ;  but  what  he  was  desirous  of 
dmng  on  the  present  occasion  was  to  educate 
his  honooiable  friend.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
do  so,  he  admitted,  but  still  he  endeavoured  to 
do  so.  The  honourable  member  quoted  from 
the  Economist  to  show  that  the  position  of  our 
ctooks  was  attributable  to  the  action  in  regard 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Now,  he  wished 
to  ^ve  the  honourable  gentleman  one  or  two 
aatiioritative  statements  which,  side  by  side 
with  the  Economist,  would  be  accepted  as  aa 
eqnal  if  not  a  better  authority.  The  Standard 
■aid,— 

"The  New  Zealand  loan,  in  the  form  of 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  4-per-cent.  preference 
atoek,  was  stated  this  afternoon  to  be  already 
one  and  a  half  times  subscribed,  and  the  lists 
only  open  nominally  to-morrow.  Large  invest- 
ing institations  are  understood  to  have  written 
for  heavy  amounts  of  it." 

Then,  again,  in  speaking  of  the  same  matter, 
the  CapUalist  stated, — 

"Colonial  Government  secorities  have  been 
in  steady  demand.  A  special  feature  was 
the  lannohing  of  the  Government-guaranteed 
4-per-oent.  stock  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
Although  the  prospectus  was  only  published 
to.day,  the  total  amount  of  stock  ofiered  is 
already  greatly  over-applied  for,  and  stands  in 
the  market  at  1  to  1^  premium  on  the  issue 
iniee  of  £101^." 

That  was  perfect  evidence  of  the  fact  that, 
according  to  the  financial  anthorities  at  Home, 
this  operation  was  regarded  as  being  a  suocess- 
tai  and  aa  essentially  satisfactory  one.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  canency  of  this  bank 


stock  was  only  for  ten  years,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that,  for  short-dated  stock  such  as 
that  was,  under  the  circumstances  it  realised 
a  very  satisfactory  price. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- What  did  they 
realise  7 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  was  not  going  into  that 
matter  now ;  he  was  making  statements  against 
those  which  had  been  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  Government,  he  might  say, 
had  received  a  communication  from  the  Agent- 
General  in  addition  to  that,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  highest  financial  authorities  in  London 
regarded  the  whole  operation  as  being  eminently 
satisfactory.  The  Agent-General  referred  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  other  financial 
authorities  by  name,  and  stated  that  in  their 
opinion  the  financial  operation  was  more  suc- 
cessful than  he  anticipated.  And  the  Agent- 
General  went  into  the  whole  question  whether 
or  not  it  was  desirable  to  have  underwritten 
the  operation  or  to  have  put  them  on  the  open 
market,  and  they  had  the  positive  assurance 
of  the  Agent-General  that  by  financial  autho- 
rities in  England  of  the  highest  standing  it 
was  considered  to  be  anything  but  desirable 
to  put  their  stock  on  the  open  market  without 
being  underwritten,  and  the  general  opinion 
of  the  experts  was  that  if  it  had  not  been 
underwritten  not  half  of  the  amount  would 
have  been  subscribed.  And  what  would  have 
been  the  position  if  it  had  not  been  under- 
written 7  He  merely  wished  to  say  that  a  file 
of  British  papers,  every  one  of  which  referred 
to  the  operation  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  brought  up  to-day,  referred  to  the 
transaction  as  having  been  very  satisfactory. 
That  being  so,  he  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  farther 
than  to  say  that  every  one  was  desirous  of  see- 
ing this  financial  operation  put  through  on 
the  best  possible  terms.  The  Government  on 
this  side,  and  the  Agent-General  on  the  other, 
were  desirous  that  this  should  be  done ;  and 
the  Government  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  the  different  authorities  in  different  parts 
of  the  world  agreed  in  what  was  done  by  the 
Government  of  the  day.  In  that  morning's 
paper  there  was  published  the  opinion  of  the 
Premier  of  Victoria  on  the  subject.  Now,  Sir 
James  Patterson  was  a  hard-headed,  shrewd 
man,  and  a  man  whose  opinion  was  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  people  beyond  the 
limit  of  his  own  colony.  That  opinion  was 
worthy  of  consideration  when  they  remembered 
that  Sir  James  Patterson  was  the  Premier  of  the 
Colony  of  Victoria  during  a  time  when  it  passed 
through  a  period  of  terrible  uneasiness  and  dif- 
ficulty such  as  they  knew  Victoria  had  passed 
through.  What  was  bis  opinion  of  what  was 
done  by  this  colony  in  a  great  emergency  7  He 
would  read  it : — 

"In  common  with  the  politicians  and  Press 
of  New  Zealand  of  all  shades  of  colour.  Sir 
James  Patterson,  of  Victoria,  who  is  essentially 
a  practical  man,  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to 
indorse  the  action  of  his  brother  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  New  Zealand  in  guaranteeing  the  recent 
£2,000,000  issue  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
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Sir  James  expressly  eulogizes  it  as  a  states- 
manlike move.  Financial  institutions,  he  says, 
are  so  bound  up  with  a  country  that  it  would 
not  do  to  let  them  sink.  If  the  Victorian  banks 
had  stood  together  last  year  they  would  have 
been  assisted,  but  they  would  not,  and  were  too 
many  for  the  Government  to  deal  with.  There 
were  too  many  banks,  and  he  advocated  amal- 
gamation." 

Now,  his  honourable  friend  would  see  that 
people  outside  the  colony  appreciated  what  the 
Government  were  doing  in  this  matter,  and  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  himself  ap- 
preciate what  they  were  doing  he  thought  he 
was  a  man  of  sufficient  common-sense  and 
acumen  to  accept  the  judgment  of  people  who 
were  competent  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  Government  policy. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  wrote  that  article  ? 

Mr.  WARD  believed  it  was  written  by  Mr. 
H.  D.  Bell,  but  he  was  not  certain. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  draw  the 
honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  when  he  was  quoting  from  that  morning's 
paper,  if  he  had  turned  to  another  column  he 
would  have  seen  that  the  Mikado  of  Japan 
and  the  Emperor  of  China  had  been  so  strnck 
with  the  policy  of  the  Government  that  they 
had  offered  to  place  the  Premier  of  New  Zea- 
land in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  their  respective 
countries.  It  was  pure  assumption  for  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  and  his  colleagues  to  take  credit 
for  the  value  of  our  stocks.  They  might  as  well 
say  to  a  farmer  that,  because  the  price  of  calves 
had  gone  up  five  "  bob"  a  head,  therefore  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  the  support  of  the 
farmers,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  in- 
strumental in  raising  the  price  of  calves  to 
that  extent.  He  admitted  that  our  debentures 
had  never  been  at  the  price  they  stood  at  to- 
day :  but  why  were  they  at  that  price  ?  The 
reason  wa.s  that  money  was  so  cheap  in  London 
that  all  gilt-edged  securities  were  at  famine 
prices.  That  was  the  position ;  and,  our  securi- 
ties having  been  looked  upon  as  good  securi- 
ties, they  were  forced  up  to  an  unreal  and 
unnatural  height  by  the  cheapness  of  money. 
That  was  the  reason  of  their  having  attained 
their  present  position;  but  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  Budget  haid  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  quotations  of  our  stocks 
was  cool,  empty  assertion.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion. The  actual  position  was  this :  Out  three- 
and-a-halfs  were  about  103  or  lOSJ.  When 
the  news  went  Home  that  we  intended  to 
float  two  millions  in  Loudon,  at  that  time 
there  was  a  drop  in  our  stocks  of  3  per  cent. 
After  the  money  had  been  subscribed  they 
gradually  rose,  until  now  they  were  103  or 
103} ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  was  right 
in  saying  that  they  had  touched  a  very  satis- 
factory position.  But  he  (Dr.  Newman)  be- 
lieved these  stocks  would  come  down  with 
a  rapid  run  if  the  borrowing  policy  of  the 
Government  were  to  be  carried  into  effect.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  in  England  things  were  on 
the  verge  of  a  turn,  and,  even  without  any 
wrong  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
in  a  short  time  our  debentores  would  fall  in 
Mr.  Ward 


London  as  fresh  avenues  of  trade  were  opened 
up  in  that  country.  Too  much  had  been  made 
from  time  to  time  of  our  stocks  being  either  up 
or  down  1  per  cent.  He  would  like  to  ask  the 
Treasurer,  if  this  two-miUion  loan  was  subscribed 
fi^e  times  over,  whether  it  was  not  a  very  great 
mistake  to  have  it  underwritten. 

Mr.  WABD.— We  cabled  Home,  and  asked 
them  not  to  underwrite  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  net  result  of  the 
operation  was  this:  that  the  loan  had  been 
underwritten,  and  the  Agents  had  expended 
an  underwriting-fce  of  1  per  cent.  That  was 
£20,000  for  underwriting  the  loan ;  and  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  our  loan  was  subscribed  five 
times  over.  That  was  an  exceedingly  unwise 
position.  Our  Agents  in  London  should  have 
known  that  the  loan  would  be  rushed,  and  they 
should  not  have  had  it  underwritten,  and  that 
money  should  have  been  saved  to  the  colony 
or  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  There  was 
one  matter  to  which  he  would  like  to  draw 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  attention  tor  half  a 
minute.  It  was  this:  that,  when  we  went  to 
the  London  money-market  to  float  loans  and 
other  things,  we  should  adopt  the  plan  of 
asking  people  to  come  to  our  offices  in  London, 
instead  of  going  to  the  Bank  of  England.  In 
this  manner  large  sums  of  money  coald  be 
saved  by  the  colony.  It  was  found  in  America 
that  they  had  to  pay  very  considerable  charges 
for  raising  money,  and  they  changed  the  system 
there.  When  people  found  they  had  to  apply 
at  the  Treasury  instead  of  at  the  bank,  they 
applied  as  readily  at  the  Treasury  as  at  the 
bank,  and  the  consequence  was  that  the  State 
saved  a  great  deal  of  money.  The  bank  did 
not  bring  any  support  at  all  to  the  raising  of 
a  loeui.  If  a  loan  were  popular  money  would 
come  into  the  Agent-General's  Office  just  as  well 
as  it  would  come  into  the  bank.  Therefore  he 
thought  they  could  save  a  great  deal  in  connec- 
tion with  the  raising  of  loans.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  supply  the  Hoase 
with  information  as  to  why  this  loan  was 
underwritten,  and  why  the  colony's  Agents  hc^ 
agreed  upon  such  a  waste  of  money. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  know  what 
number  of  the  British  Australasian  the  CSolo- 
nial  Treasurer  alluded  to.  He  did  not  find  it 
in  the  number  of  the  9th  August. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  referred  to  the  Argus  of 
the  8th  September. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  the  British  Aiatralasian. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  newspaper  he  referred 
to  was  the  Argus. 

,  „  Sir  B.    STOUT  said  that   in    the 

British  Australasian  of  the  9th  Angnst 
there  was  nothing  about  it*. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  date  was  the  3nd 
August. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  in  the  British  Austral- 
asian of  the  9th  August  he  found  it  stated  that 
our  bonds  were  down  below  par.  He  desired 
to  say  that  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  they 
should  take  their  information  regarding  their 
financial  position  from  the  newspapers.  They 
were  certainly  misinformed.    He  had  befora 
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him,  for  example,  the  Mail  of  the  6th, — 
honouable  members  knew  that  that  was  a 
iieekly  issaed  by  the  London  Times, — and 
there  -was  a  long  article  in  the  Mail,  and  in 
this  article  they  said  that  we  Trere  going  to 
borrow  a  million  and  a  half.  They  had  no 
oonception  that  it  was  a  million  and  a  half  a 
year,  and  they  thought  the  first  a  bold  experi- 
meot ;  to  the  other  they  would  probably  have 
ap{died  another  teim.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
vise  for  them  to  cumber  their  discussion  with 
references  to  the  Home  papers.  He  thought 
they  should  be  able  in  Parliament  to  think  for 
themselTes,  without  the  aid  of  the  outside 
Press.  All  he  had  to  say  was  that  any  person 
who  knew  anything  aboat  stock  transactions  in 
Ijondon  would  know  that  as  soon  as  yon  put 
new  stocks  in  the  market  the  price  of  stocks 
wskB  boond  to  fall.  A  great  deEil  of  stock  was 
taken  up  by  brokers,  who  had  to  sell  to  difierent 
onstomers;  and  if  the  colony  went  yearly  on 
Uie  market  with  a  million  and  a  half,  what 
would  be  the  result  ?  The  brokers  would  not 
be  able  to  "  unload,"  and  the  result  would 
be  that  the  bonds  would  go  down.  If  the 
slightest  tightness  arose  in  the  money-market, 
that  would  depreciate  the  bonds.  He  would 
like  to  say,  judging  from  the  way  the  business 
waa  carried  on,  that  it  looked  to  him  as  if 
they  would  not  get  through  the  session  until 
November,  and  be  thought  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  time  should  be  lost.  They  could 
deal  with  the  financial  Bills,  and  then  get  the 
Public  Works  Statement  before  them,  and 
take  the  other  Bills  later. 

Hr.  SEDDON  concurred  in  a  great  deal 
that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  did  not  think  it  right  they  should 
be  judged  entirely  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
FKas  of  the  Old  Country.  The  reason  this  had 
been  quoted  by  his  colleague  was  that  certain 
extracts  had  been  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  from  the  Economist,  and 
tbeiefote  his  honourable  colleague  had  shown 
that  there  was  another  side  to  the  question, 
and  it  was  right  to  put  the  one  against  the 
other. 

An  Hod.  Hkubeb. — They  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  an  honourable  member 
said  they  were  not  to  be  compared.  He  was 
quite  n^t;  any  comparison  was  in  favour  of 
Uie  BrUish  Australasian :  but  he  would  say 
there  were  financial  journals  at  Home,  and 
it  was  very  well  known  that  the  spirit  moving 
behind  these  journals  was  not  altogether  in 
the  interests  of  the  borrowers.  It  was  right 
this  should  be  taken  into  oonslderation.  Then, 
the  article  that  had  been  quoted  by  the 
bmourable  gentleinan  had  been  corrected 
siooe.  It  had  been  written  under  the  as- 
sumption, owing  to  a  mistake  in  telegraphing 
Home  the  Financial  Statement,  that  the  6o- 
venunent  were  going  to  increase  the  land-tax 
by  not  less  than  £7S0,000.  Very  well;  the 
effect  of  saying  that  they  were  going  to  increase 
the  land-tax  to  that  extent  would  in  itself  have 
A  detrimental  efiect,  and  a  number  of  articles 
whidi  bad  eome  to  baud  bad  been  written 


under  that  assumption ;  whereas  it  was  to  get 
£250,000  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
£250,000  for  the  purcha,se  and  roading  of  pri- 
vate lands,  and  £260,000  for  improving,  roading, 
and  for  the  settlement  of  Crown  lands — or,  for 
these  three  purposes,  a  total  of  £750,000 — that 
had  been  proposed.  He  felt  it  was  only  right 
they  should  set  these  matters  at  rest.  Oovern- 
ment  were  not  responsible  for  the  waste  of 
time.  They  had  asked  members  on  their 
side  of  the  House  that  there  should  be  none. 
It  might  be  of  some  importance  that  Mr. 
Aiken,  who  was  a  settler,  should  not  have 
been  relieved  from  paying  rents  due  upon 
the  land;  but  the  question  was,  since  every 
hour  in  that  House  was  a  matter  of  mo- 
ment, whether  or  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  have  got  what  he  wanted  by 
simply  seeing  the  Minister  of  Lands — by  seeing 
the  Minister  of  Lands  and  telling  him  what  he 
was  prepared  to  do  in  the  matter.  He  agreed 
with  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
that,  if  the  members  would  not  to  some  extent 
curb  themselves,  the  result  would  be  that  the 
House  would  be  sitting  to  the  end  of  November. 
He  could  not  help  it  if  honourable  members 
would  do  these  things;  he  could  not  control 
them. 

Mr.  MASSEY  did  not  wish  to  refer  to  the 
position  of  our  stocks  in  the  London  market, 
but  would  say  a  few  words  on  another  subject 
which  had  been  mentioned — that  of  binder- 
twine.  He  was  sorry  that  he  was  out  of  the 
House  when  this  question  came  up,  but  he 
came  in  in  time  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi,  who  represented  an  agri- 
cultural constituency,  tell  the  House  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  very  little  importance 
to  farmers.  He  wSiS  very  much  surprised  to 
bear  him  express  that  opinion,  for  he  had 
reason  to  know  that  it  was  a  matter  of  very 
serious  importance  to  the  farming  community, 
especially  to  those  farmers  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cereals.  The  duty  on  binder-twine 
was  15  per  cent.,  but  by  the  time  the  twine 
reached  the  farmers  the  duty  made  a  difference 
to  them  of  Id.  a  pound.  Now,  as  numbers 
of  farmers  used  a  ton  of  string  in  their 
operations,  it  would  make  a  difference  to  them 
of  £9  or  £10 — a  tax  from  which  they  received 
no  benefit  whatever.  Farmers  received  for 
their  cereals  at  present  European  prices  less 
freight  and  other  charges;  they  had  to  come 
into  competition  with  the  cheap  land  and  cheap 
labour  of  other  countries;  and  yet  in  their 
own  colony  they  were  taxed  on  articles  which 
they  required.  This,  considering  the  present 
prices  of  cereals,  was  a  serious  matter.  The 
present  prices  of  grain  would  not  afford  much 
in  the  way  of  duty,  and  no  one  knew  that 
better  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  that  honourable  gentleman  would 
see  his  way  to  abolish  it,  and  the  sooner  the 
better. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said,  with  respect  to  binding- 
twine,  while  he  fully  sympathized  with  the 
farmers  and  acknowledged  that  they  had  to 
compete  in  the  world's  market,  he  wished  to 
mention  that  be  noticed  the  total  amount  of 
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datj  paid  on  binding- twine  imported  from  out- 
side the  colony  laat  year  was  only  £93  18s. 
That  was  the  duty  paid  on  binding-twine, 
whereELS  New  Zealsmd  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries binding-twine  to  the  value  of  £3,200.  Th% 
total  amount  imported  was  229owt.,  and  the 
amount  exported  was  l,365cwt.  of  New-Zea- 
land-manuiactured  twine.  Seeing  that  the 
twine  industry  was  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  could  export  twine,  it  was  proved  that  this 
duty  was  no  longer  required,  and  he  thought 
it  should  be  done  away  with  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  did  not  give  the  subject  a  little 
thought  before  addressing  the  House.  He  told 
them  that,  as  only  the  small  sum  he  named 
had  been  paid  as  duty,  the  farmers  could  not 
possibly  be  suffering  very  much  from  the  tax 
upon  twine.  The  honourable  member  surely 
realised  that  the  effect  of  the  tax  had  been 
such  as  almost  to  kill  competition  from  out- 
side. 

Mr.  MASLIN. — We  oompete  with  outside. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  was  so,  and  the 
correspondence  which  had  appeared  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  colony  on  this  subject 
showed  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  a  very  un- 
enviable light.  The  effect  of  Protection  in  this 
matter  had  been  that  the  surplus  twine  manu- 
factured here  had  been  sent  outside  the  colony 
to  the  Australian  Colonies  at  low  prices,  while 
the  highest  price  was  charged  in  this  colony  ; 
and  yet  they  had  a  representative  of  farmers 
getting  up  in  the  House  and  telling  them  in  the 
gravest  possible  manner — whether  he  meant  it 
or  not — that  the  farmers  could  not  be  suffering 
very  much  because  of  this  duty  I  The  farmers 
of  the  colony  had  been  suffering  heavily  because 
of  this,  and  if  the  Government  had  any  sym- 
pathy with  the  farmers — and  it  had  professed 
to  have  a  good  deal — it  would  repeal  this  tax  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  PIBANI  could  not  help  replying  to 
what  the  Premier  had  said.  He  had  spoken  of 
wasting  time  over  a  very  trivial  matter.  This 
very  trivial  matter  involved  rent  to  the  extent 
of  £185  a  year,  and  it  affected  every  Crown 
tenant  in  the  colony.  If  that  oame  within  the 
Premier's  idea  of  a  trivial  matter  he  thought 
there  were  very  many  trivial  matters  in  the 
colony  which  it  would  be  better  to  have  fought 
out  in  the  House.  The  point  was  that,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  law,  if  this  man  felt  ag- 
grieved at  the  decision  of  the  Land  Board,  he 
should  have  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  instead  of  that  he  went  behind  the  back  of 
the  Land  Board  to  the  Minister.  He  thought 
the  Minister,  even  if  ignorant  of  the  facts,  as 
he  admitted  now  that  he  had  been,  should  not 
have  interfered,  but  should  have  directed  the 
man,  as  he  had  ample  means,  that  be  should 
take  his  proper  recourse  and  go  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  appeal.  Then,  there  was  the  other 
point,  about  collecting  rents  from  Crown 
tenants.  If  the  law  did  not  allow  the  Minister 
to  collect  rents  from  Crown  tenants  who  were 
able  to  pay,  simply  because  they  did  not  use 
the  land,  the  sooner  he  brought  in  a  measure 
llr,  MasUn 


to  enable  him  to  recover  such  rents  the  bettor 
it  would  be  for  the  revenue,  because  it  yraa  now 
simply  conferring  a  premium  upon  the  specu- 
lator to  go  in  for  land,  and,  if  he  found  the  rent 
high,  he  could  simply  forfeit  the  land,  and  so 
escape  liability  for  further  payments.  He 
thought  the  matter  was  one  well  worthy  of 
consideration,  and  that  it  was  of  interest  to 
colonists,  as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  the  tenants, 
— ^who  were  treated  in  an  invidious  manner 
compared  with  this  man, — that  the  matter 
should  be  ventilated. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

BATING  BILL. 

IN  COHUnTEB. 

Clause  18. — In  boroughs,  owner  to  be  deemed 
the  occupier  in  oases  of  less  than  three  months' 
occupancy. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  tiie  words  ■  in  a  borough,'  proposed  by 
the  Statutes  Be  vision  Committee,  oe  inserted 
in  the  clause." 
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Majority  against,  10. 
Words  not  added. 

The  Gonunittee  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
clause  13  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 
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Noes,  16. 
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Hutchison, 

Paibs. 

For 

Against. 

Cad 

man 

Mitchelson 

Beeves. 

Qieen.° 

Majority  for,  22. 
Claoae  agieed  to. 

Claose  55. — Half-rates  chargeable  for  build- 
ings unoccupied  for  not  less  than  six  months. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  39. 


Allen 
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Lawry 

Saunders 
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Noes,  16. 
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Smith,  G.  3. 
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Lang 
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Bussell,  W.  B. 
Paibs. 
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For 
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Codman 

Mitchelson 

Camcross.                  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  23. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  62. — Bates  to  carry  interest. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out 
"  twelve  months,"  and  insert  "  six  months  " 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  63. — Bates  overdue  for  two  years  can- 
not be  recovered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved.  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  Tbat  the  clause  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  BUI." 

.  Axes,  40. 
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For 
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Gadman 

, 

Mitchelson. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  retained. 

Clause  70. — ^Native  land  not  to  be  sold  for 
rates  without  sanction  of  Trust  Commissioner. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  to  strike  out  the  re- 
mainder of  the  clause  after  the  word  "  rates," 
in  the  second  line. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  41. 
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Noes,  15. 

Smith,  E.  M. 
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Thompson. 
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Hutchison,  W 
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For 
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Cadman 

Mitchelson 

Pinkerton.                   Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  26. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 
Mr.  WAED.— Sir,  I  feel  that,  after  the  finan- 
cial discussion  we  had  last  evening,  honourable 
members  will  probably  be  disposed  to  have 
this  Bill  cleared  away  in  half  an  hour  or  so. 
With  that  object  in  view,  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
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into  all  the  details  of  the  question,  becaase 
I  feel  sure  the  proposals  contained  in  this  Bill 
ate  of  80  simple  a  character  that  little  or  no 
explanation  is  needed  from  myself  in  order  that 
honourable  members  may  thoroughly  compre- 
hend the  scope  of  this  Bill.  Now,  Sir,  I  take 
it  that,  while  there  may  be  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  usual  methods  of  financing  in  this 
colony,  there  can  be  no  exception  taken  to  the 
proposal  which  baa  for  its  primary  object  that 
of  enabling  the  people  of  this  country  to  have 
a  better  means  of  investing  their  savings  than 
they  have  at  the  present  time.  Under  the 
Post-Office  Savings- Bank  system  large  amounts 
are  paid  in  every  year  to  that  department,  but 
there  is  a  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  that 
department  being  of  such  use  as  it  ought  to 
be  to  the  people,  and  a  difficulty  which  the 
department  itself  finds  it  is  not  easy  to  get 
over.  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  to 
limit  the  amount  depositors  may  lodge  upon 
which  interest  is  to  be  paid  by  the  colony. 
Honourable  members  know  that  the  limit  upon 
which  interest  is  payable  is  J£500.  People 
desirous  of  placing  larger  sums  on  deposit  in 
the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  are  placed  in  the 
position  of  not  being  able  to  earn  interest  upon 
any  deposit  beyond  £500.  Honourable  mem- 
bers may  ask,  Why  is  that  not  met  by  the  Oovem- 
ment  taking  authority  to  pay  interest  beyond 
£500?  I  will  tell  honourable  members  why. 
All  moneys  deposited  in  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  are  practically  at  call.  That  being  so, 
the  colony  might  be  called  upon  at  any  mo- 
ment to  disgorge  large  sums  of  money  when 
it  was  inconvenient  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  imprudent  thing  for  this  colony,  or  any 
other  colony,  to  allow  large  sums  to  be  de- 
posited which,  in  the  ordinary  course,  might 
nave  to  be.  repaid  at  short  notice.  That  is  the 
reason  why  the  Government  originally  decided 
not  to  allow  interest  to  depositors  upon  any 
sum  exceeding  £500.  Another  great  difficulty 
in  connection  with  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
has  occurred  ;  and  it  is  this  :  There  are  friendly 
societies  and  other  societies  anxious  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Post -Office  Savings-Bank 
for  deposits.  There  are  also  various  other 
societies,  among  them  building  societies,  which 
have  desired  to  lodge  their  money  for  invest- 
ment with  our  Post-Office  Savings-Bank.  Both 
classes  of  associations  to  which  I  refer,  in  the 
ordinary  course  might  require  to  have  their 
money  payable  at  short  notice.  There  have  been 
strong  representations  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  change  the  present  system.  It  has 
been  represented  that  the  present  method  has 
precluded  those  societies  from  using  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank  for  the  deposit  of  their 
moneys  at  interest.  Now,  under  the  system 
proposed  in  this  Bill  both  of  these  classes  will 
nave  that  opportunity  afforded  to  them ;  they 
will  have  a  system  by  which  they  can  invest 
their  savings,  and  at  once  place  them  in  the 
position  of  earning  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing 4  per  cent,  under  these  Consols.  Friendly 
societies,  building  societies,  and  people  gene- 
rally now  unable  to  use  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  will  have  given  to  them  andei  this  system 
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a  ready  and  always  avaJlable  method  by  which 
they  can  invest  their  savings.  If  honouraUe 
members  want  another  very  good  reason  why  it 
is  desirable  to  have  the  system  provided  by 
this  Bill  I  will  tell  them  that  other  reason.  It 
has  been  very  well  known  in  this  colony  for 
a  long  time  past  that  many  people  who  ace 
anxious  to  deposit  their  moneys  to  receive  in- 
terest have  been  very  fastidious  as  to  the  places 
they  should  deposit  their  moneys  in,  and  in 
some  cases  it  has  necessitated  their  deposits 
being  limited  to  places  where  they  conld  not 
earn  money  on  their  deposits.  The  result  haa 
been  that  very  large  sums  of  money,  probably 
against  the  will  of  the  people,  and  thrau^  no 
fault  whatever  on  their  part,  are  found  to  be 
transferred  from  this  colony  to  elsewhere.  That 
is  not  a  good  thing  for  the  colony,  while  it  may 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  institutions  that 
avail  themselves  of  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed.  Under  the  proposal  to  issue 
Consols  to  the  extent  of  half  a  million  in  one 
year,  and  half  a  million  another  year,  it  will  be 
open  to  the  public  to  select  this  in  addition 
to  the  usual  places  in  which  they  are  now 
able  to  deposit  their  moneys  for  investment. 
They  will  have  the  State  always  ready  to 
receive  up  to  the  maximum  mentioned  in 
this  Bill,  which  will  at  once  recoup  them 
by  the  pajrment  of  interest.  If  we  want  to 
refer  to  other  colonies,  I  invite  honourable 
members  to  look  at  the  system  which  has 
existed  in  other  parts  of  the  British  dominions 
and  in  England  for  many  years  past.  Then 
the  system  of  Consols  is  found  to  work  tA- 
mirably,  not  only  so  far  as  the  State  is  con- 
cerned, but  the  Government  have  conferred 
upon  the  people  a  means  of  enabling  all  classes 
from  time  to  time  to  invest  their  moneys  in 
these  Consols.  I  do  not  propose  on  the  second 
resting  to  go  into  the  wbole  of  the  details  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  will  point  out  to  honourable 
members  that  under  this  Bill  the  smallest  in- 
vestor in  the  colony  can  invest  £5  under  this 
system,  and  interest  will  be  payable  at  any 
post-office  in  the  colony,  and,  if  investors  so 
desire,  they  can  have  the  Consols  inscribed  in 
the  ordintkry  way.  The  limit  of  time  which 
the  issue  is  not  to  exceed  is  forty  years.  It 
may  be  shorter :  circumstances  must  regulate 
this.  It  may  not  follow  that  the  currency  of 
these  Consols  may  extend  to  forty  years,  but 
there  may  be  peofde  who  in  the  ordinary  coarse 
may  desire  to  invest  not  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  their  investments;  there  may  be 
many  people  who  desire  to  provide  for  trusts 
or  otherwise  by  investing  in  this  class  of  securi- 
ties for  a  long  time.  Honourable  members 
may  ask.  What  are  the  Government  going  to 
do  with  the  money  when  they  get  it?  That 
is  a  natural  question,  and,  as  usual,  I  am 
prepared  to  inform  the  House  how  we  intend 
to  use  the  money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— More  fully  than  usuai  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — The  complaint  of  honoui&ble 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  is  generally 
that  we  are  too  full  in  om  explanations.  Now, 
by  a  system  of  circumlocution,  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaiapa  desires  to  stop  me  from 
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matiBg  a  very  necessaiy  ezplanatioq,  beoanse 
in  thu  ease  I  consider  an  explanation  very 
essential.  Honourable  members  want  to  know 
what  the  GoTemment  are  going  to  do  with  the 
moneys  that  are  invested  in  these  Consols.  In 
file  first  place,  I  am  sore  honourable  members 
<^ipoEite  are  very  anxious,  judging  from  the 
vaj  in  which  they  attack  the  Treasury  benches, 
to  see  a  diminution  in  the  Treasury  bills.  Por- 
tions of  these  moneys  could  from  time  to  time 
be  used  in  lien  of  Treasury  bills.  That  is 
one  poipose  to  which  moneys  received  can  be 
used  by  the  Government  of  the  day,  and  that 
is  the  direction  in  which  a  portion  of  the 
nuau^  received  will  be  utilised  as  it  may  be 
eoBvenient  for  the  Treasury  to  do.  Now,  Sir, 
tiieie  has  been,  I  think,  aa  impression  that  this 
idea  oi  creating  Consols  of  the  colony  is  going 
in  for  what  some  honourable  members  are  dis- 
posed to  term  by  the  very  obnoxious  expression 
of  "wild-cat"  proposals:  I  do  not  know  who 
fiat  suggested  this,  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
honoonwle  members  who  are  ready  to  use  terms 
of  this  kind  ought  to  be  prepared  to  condemn 
the  system  of  finance  which  existed  in  that 
ooonby  which  we  profess  in  many  things  to 
follow,  but  which  we  find  nowadays  following 
the  lead  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  not  a  fair  term 
to  Hiply  to  a  sound  system  of  finance,  as  is 
the  issDe  of  Consols.  It  may  be,  of  course,  a 
convenient  term  for  stigmatizing  the  actions  of 
the  Government  in  connection  with  finance ; 
ud  I  think  any  Treasurer  is  deserving  the 
tymptthy  of  his  fellows,  because,  it  matters 
not  what  be  intends  to  do  in  the  interests  of 
the  eolony,  he  will  find  he  is  subjected  in 
many  cases  to  assertions  and  ideas  which 
emanate  from  others  as  to  his  actions  or  in- 
teotiODs,  which,  to  my  mind,  very  often  have 
no  application  at  all.  Now,  Sir,  the  maximum 
smooDt  of  these  Consols  is  one  million.  The 
rate  of  interest  to  be  payable,  named  in  the 
Bill,  is  not  to  exceed  4  per  cent.  I  wish  to  say 
that  if  the  Government  can  see  their  way  to 
nceire  deposits  by  these  Consols  at  a  less  rate 
than  1  per  cent,  they  will  endeavour  to  do  so ; 
Imt  the  House  should  understand  that  if  we 
neeivB  no  applications  at  less  than  4  per 
cent,  we  shiul  exercise  our  judgment  and 
diietetion,  and,  if  we  should  find  it  neoes- 
Mtj,  we  shall  issue  them  at  4  per  cent.  I 
ggg  thluk,  myself,  that,  looking  at  the  pro- 
posal all  round,  it  should  meet  with 
the  general  approval  of  honourable  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  because,  after  all 
is  Mid  and  done,  the  object  of  every  man  in 
this  House,  and  in  this  country,  should  be  to 
we  that  the  finances  of  New  Zealand  are 
^aeed  beyond  question  on  a  sound  and  stable 
Has.  While  in  past  times  diflerent  Qovem- 
■Mntsand  Treasurers  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  system  of  issuing  Treasury  bills  time 
atet  time,  I  think  theie  can  be  few  honoui- 
kUe  members  who  desire  a  continuation  of 
tiiat.   I  now  put  forth,  in  preference  to  that 

rm,  one  which  is  very  much  better  for 
people  of  the  colony,  which  will  enable 
MwB  to  invest  their  earnings  with  the  Qo- 
vnmnent  of  the  colony,  the  colony  utilising 


those  funds,  and  paying  interest  to  the  people 
of  the  colony,  and  giving  them  an  exchange- 
able security.  An  effort  has  been  made  in  the 
Bill  to  guard  against  what  was  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  difficulties  in  the  first  instance- 
that  is,  to  guard  against  syndicates  outside 
the  colony  availing  themselves  of  this  system 
of  investment  by  purchasing  these  Consols  in 
the  colony.  Honourable  members  will  see  that 
on  reference  to  the  Bill;  but  if  that  effort  is 
not  sufficient  I  am  quite  prepared  to  accept 
any  suggestion  in  Committee  to  further  guard 
this. 

An  Hon.  Mxhbeb. — What  clause  is  that  in  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— I  have  not  looked  at  the  Bill 
this  evening.  I  feel  I  am  quite  able  to  explain 
the  Bill  without  reference  to  its  clauses.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  quite  evident  that  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Government  to  have  this  system  in  prac- 
tice. What  we  intend  is  that  there  should 
be  available  for  the  people  of  this  colony  a 
sure,  ready,  and  exchangeable  system  for 
investment  of  small  sums  of  money  with  the 
Gkivemment  of  the  day,  and  that  Uiey  should 
get  a  ready  form  of  security  in  the  shape 
of  Consols.  The  desire  of  the  Government  is 
to  protect  the  people  of  the  colony  from  any 
possibility  of  these  Consols  being  bought  up  by 
outside  people  and  syndicates  that  may  desire 
such  security  as  this,  and,  if  that  is  not  already 
met,  then,  in  Committee,  I  am  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  have  such  amendments  made  as  will 
enable  that  to  be  done.  It  is  customary  in  this 
colony  to  hear  honourable  gentlemen  say  that 
the  Government  is  quite  anxious  to  go  in  for 
borrowing  large  sums  of  money.  When.  I  tell 
the  House  that  the  British  Consols  current  at 
this  date  sum  up  to  a  total  of  £525,000,000, 
they  will  see  that  this  form  of  investment,  this 
system,  of  financing  in  the  Old  Country,  is  one 
which  is  regarded  as  very  first  class.  I  merely 
refer  to  the  fact,  because  when  the  Government 
of  this  colony  proposes  to  issue  a  million  of 
Consols  it  has  not  been  unusual  to  hear  some 
honourable  gentlemen  very  strongly  condemn 
it.  Now,  I  take  it  that,  while  there  are  some 
honourable  members  anxious  to  see  the  finan- 
cial stability  of  the  colony  conserved,  the  Go- 
vernment are,  and  I  personally  am,  as  anxious 
as  any  member  of  this  House  can  possibly  be 
to  see  that.  Any  one  who  looks  to  the  future, 
and  who  also  knows  what  has  taken  place  in 
the  past,  will  allow  that  this  colony  should  not 
go  on  as  it  has  been  going  under  the  former 
system.  I  say  it  is  a  matter  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  and  of  members  of 
this  House  to  see  that  the  changes  taking  place 
day  by  day  and  week  by  week  and  year  by  year 
are  met  by  the  necessary  alteration  in  the  sys- 
tem connected  with  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
We  have  passed  the  time  when  large  sums 
of  money  are  being  raised  —  though  I  know 
honourable  members  will  dispute  the  point 
—  I  say  we  have  passed  the  time  when  the 
colony  has  at  its  back  in  London  for  the 
Publio  Works  Fund  large  sums  of  money  on 
which  to  lean  for  financial  purposes!  That 
time  is  past,  and  under  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government  this  is  the  only  substitute 
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•we  have  that  can  take  the  place  of  the  former 
system.  I  say  that  advisedly.  Honourable 
members  cannot  say  that  the  proposal  under 
which  money  is  obtained  for  lending  to  settlers 
is  one  on  which  the  ordina^  finances  of  the 
colony  can  be  carried  on.  I  cannot  refer  to 
that  matter,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  do  so  ;  but 
in  that  respect  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
the  colony,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  its  finance, 
being  able  to  rely  upon  moneys  obtained  for 
this  purpose  for  carrying  on  the  extraordinary 
business  of  the  colony.  That  being  the  sole 
question,  to  my  mind 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Where  is  the  clause  you 
have  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — There  are  regulations  to  be 
proposed  in  reference  to  this  matter.  When 
I  said  it  was  safeguarded  I  had  in  my  mind 
the  fact  that  it  is  provided  under  the  Bill 
that  regulations  should  be  created  for  all 
purposes  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  I  may 
say  the  object,  the  desire,  and  the  intention  of 
the  Government  in  framing  those  regulations 
will  be  to  protect  this  money  from  being  sub- 
scribed by  people  outside  the  colony,  and  I  may 
further  add  that  if  that  power  is  found  to  be 
insufficient  the  Government  are  prepared  in 
Committee  to  consider  such  amendments  as 
may  meet  the  case.  In  placing  the  matter 
before  the  House,  I  desire  honourable  members 
to  view  it— as  I  am  sure  they  will,  and  as  the 
Government  is  desirous  that  it  should  be 
taken — in  the  light  of  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary or  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
that  a  large  number  of  people  who  may  be 
daily  earning  money  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  mining  a  safe  investment,  and  one 
which,  should  they  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  desire  to  get  rid  of  it  in  connection 
with  their  private  afiairs  in  any  way,  they 
may  always  know  ia  such  an  investment  as 
can  be  at  once  exchanged.  I  trust  the  Bill 
will  commend  itself  to  honourable  members. 
The  proposal,  I  think,  is  a  thoroughly  safe 
one.  We  have  a  precedent  to  the  extent  of 
£525,000,000  of  investments  in  Consols  for  our 
guidance,  and  I  have  very  much  pleasure  and 
confidence  in  proposing  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— The  cheers  which  greeted 
the  Treasurer  as  he  sat  down  reminded  me  of 
what  occurred  in  English  history  on  a  certain 
occasion  when  the  church-bells  were  ringing 
throughout  England  because  war  had  been  de- 
clared with  Spain.  A  man  wiser  than  his  fel- 
lows said  on  that  occasion  that  before  long  the 
people  of  England  would  be  wringing  their  hands 
with  grief ;  and  I  take  it  that  before  the  policy 
of  this  Government  has  been  carried  out — if 
this  House  is  not  wise  enough  to  check  it — the 
people  of  this  colony  will  be  wringing  their 
hands  over  the  large  amoant  of  debt  that  has 
been  put  upon  them.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment reminds  me  very  much  of  those  coats 
which  one  can  buy  in  the  shops,  which  are 
called  "patent  reversible  coats,"  with  one  side 
for  fair  weather  and  the  other  side  for  rough. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  brought  down 
his  Financial  Statement  he  had  a  paragraph 
Mr.  Ward 


relating  to  these  Consols,  in  which  he  alladej 
to  the  thrift  of  the  people,  and  it  was  said  that 
the  object  of  raising  this  million  of  money  wai 
that  the  Government  might  use  the  funds  to 
promote  the  development  of  the  country.  That 
was  the  object  of  raising  the  million  of  fundi 
then.  The  honourable  gentleman  says, "  Heat, 
hear";  and  yet,  within  the  last  ten  minutes,  lia 
has  told  the  House  nothing  whatever  about  the 
development  of  the  country,  but  has  said  that 
he  wanted  it  for  deficiency  bills — for  Treasury 
bills  are  nothing  but  deficiency  bills. 

Mr.  WARD. — Are  not  Treasury  bills  used  fat 
the  government  of  the  country  ? 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Yes.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  when  they  took  office  got  £800,000  of 
Treasury  bills.  They  raised  another  £100,000; 
afterwards  they  extended  it  to  £176,000;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes  to-night 
to  extend  it  another  whole  million.  Has  the 
policy  of  the  Government  any  continuity  ?  Doet 
he  mean  that  this  is  going  to  develop  the  coun- 
try ?  What  are  Treasury  bills.  Deficiency 
bills  or  Treasury  bills,  by  whichever  name  they 
are  called  they  mean  the  same  thing.  They 
mean  that  there  is  a  deficiency — a  shortage 
in  revenue ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
going  to  taJco  these  deficiency  bills,  or  what- 
ever he  calls  them,  simply  and  solely  because 
the  revenue  of  the  colony  is  going  so  much  to 
the  bad, — because  he  is  afraid  of  a  deficit.  I 
hope  this  House  will  very  carefully  scrutinise 
this  Bill  before  it  passes  it.  This  is  one  of  a 
crowd  of  Bills  that  are  now  before  as,  every  one 
of  which  is  borrowing  in  some  direction.  It  is 
idle  for  honourable  gentlemen  to  use  other 
phrases.  What  is  the  preamble  of  the  Bill?  It 
13  simply  a  pretence  from  start  to  finish.  It 
says,  "  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  encourage 
thrift  by  affording  to  the  people  of  New  Z^ 
land  facilities  for  the  safe  investment  of  their 
savings."  Sir,  this  Bill  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
It  is  a  borrowing  Bill ;  and  what  a  crowd  of 
borrowing  Bills  we  have  1  We  have  a  borrow- 
ing BUI  for  the  Midland  Railway,  two  millions 
for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  now  we 
are  going  to  have  a  Globo  Assets  Bill  for  two  or 
three  millions  more ;  and  Heaven  only  knows 
how  much  more.  Evidently  the  honourable 
gentlemem  who  has  brought  in  these  Bills 
thinks  that  he  has  only  to  ask  the  House  to 
fly  kites,  and  then  a  new  era  of  prosperity  will 
dawn  upon  the  colony.  Sir,  there  is  no  cash 
anywhere  in  his  financial  proposals.  He  seemi 
to  think — and  the  House  cheers  him  on  every 
occasion,  no  matter  how  wild  and  reckless 
his  proposals  are  —  he  apparently  thinks  that 
he  has  only  to  propose  these  Bills  and  the 
country  will  be  all  right.  What  happened  at 
the  time  of  William  III.,  as  described  by  the 
historian,  meets  the  present  position.  We 
have  only  to  go  back  to  the  history  of  Great 
Britain  to  find  out  what  our  present  position 
is.  It  was  then  said  that  the  Land  Bank  of 
England  would  form  the  salvation  of  England 
from  every  trouble ;  it  was  said  that  it  would  be 
like  the  miracles  wrought  for  the  Israelites — 
that  is,  quails  day  by  day  and  manna  every 
evening — and  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
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u  bimgiBg  in  a  BiU  he  looks  round  as  though 
be  were  the  Messiah  of  the  colony  and  were 
going  to  endow  it  with  every  blessing.  The 
honomaUe  gentleman  is  not  yet  oat  o{  his 
tiooUee;  he  has  got  to  see  the  result  o{  it  yet ; 
sod  I  hope  the  Honse  will  have  the  courage 
to  compel  him  to  withdraw  this  Bill.  Before 
the  Bill  should  be  passed,  even  supposing  the 
second  reading  is  granted,  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  define  definitely  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  the  motley.  He  told  us  on 
the  22nd  of  July,  or  thereabouts,  that  it  was 
to  he  osed  to  develop  the  resources  of  the 
eoonti;;  and  to-day  he  expects  a  deficit,  and 
therefore  he  is  going  to  make  use  of  this 
brm  of  Treasury  bill ;  while  to-morrow  he  may 
like  to  do  something  else  with  it.  In  the 
biatotj  of  this  colony  there  never  has  been 
ujjthing  in  the  way  of  placing  a  million  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  a  l^easurer  who  merely 
telli  03  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  it.  Then, 
I  would  draw  attention  to  the  astounding  fact 
thtt  he  ssTB  in  his  slipshod  fashion  that  there 
ue  in  England  £525,000,000  of  Oonsols.  The 
hmotmble  member  has  not  the  faintest  notion 
whst  the  debt  of  England  is.  That  £525,000,000 
ue  mere  Ooeohens — 2i-per-cents.  Outside  of 
that  there  is  a  debt  ol  £200,000,000,  and  out- 
side Consols  the  floating  or  unfunded  debt ; 
and,  theieioie,  saying  this  twice  over,  it  was  no 
mete  slip  of  the  tongue,  like  the  matter  of  say- 
ing £15,000  instead  of  £1,500,  as  he  did  the 
other  night,  but  is  an  actual  mistake.  He  says 
that  England  has  only  this  £525,000,000  of 
CoDsob. 

Ml  WABD.— I  did  not. 

Dr-ITEWMAN.— He  said  it  twice  over. 

Mr.  WABD.— I  did  not  say  "  only." 

Di.  KEWUAN. — A  curious  thing  is — and 
I  hope  honourable  members  notice  it  —  that 
whenever  a  question  is  asked  on  this  side  of  the 
Home  as  to  what  clause  anything  is  in,  the 
iiMoiirshle  gentleman  goes  on,  and  presently 
there  creeps  along  those  benches  a  bit  of  paper, 
udhe  reads  it  out  and  says,  "  It  is  clause  86," 
or  something  like  that.  It  seems  to  me  the 
gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  chairs  draft  the  Bills 
tnd  prepare  the  notes ;  and  the  honourable 
geitlemaa  is  so  busy  flying  his  kites  and 
iwiing  his  new  paper  that  he  has  not  time, 
<iom  start  to  finish,  to  study  the  Bills.  Then, 
we  have  a  remarkable  thing :  the  Premier  one 
night  told  ns  that  this  Bill  was  to  get  at  the 
stocUngE  and  teapots  of  the  old  women  of  the 
colony ;  and  the  Treasurer,  being  impatient  with 
ttie  Premier  for  ttklking  of  stockings  and  tea- 
Pcti  of  old  women,  has,  in  clause  32,  "  gone  one 
Bitter."  He  has  said  to  himself,  "  Where  is 
the  money  to  come  from?  I  have  used  all 
tl>ete  was  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  and  in 
AeGoTemment  Insurance  Department."  The 
nenn'er  says  to  the  Treasurer,  "  Go  to  the 
''ocl'ingB  and  teapots  " ;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman,  searching  where  he  can  find  some 
more  money,  turns  to  the  little  boys  and  little 
glib.  Clause  32  begins,  "Any  person  being  a 
™jnor,  if  over  ten  years  of  age."  He  is  going  to 
Bojt  of  eleven  or  twelve  attending  the  State 


schools,  and  is  asking  them  to  turn  out  all  the 
contents  of  their  little  money-boxes.  That  is 
clause  82 ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  can  think  of  some  others  after  he 
has  exhausted  the  stockings  and  teapots  and 
the  money-boxes  of  the  poor  little  children, 
the  rest  will  be  gone  for,  too.  I  hope  before 
the  House  passes  this  BUI  it  will  insist  on  a 
provision  saying  what  the  money  is  to  be  used 
for — whether  it  is  to  be  used  for  any  definite 
purpose  outside  Treasury  bills ;  and,  if  it  is  only 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Treasury  bUls,  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  agree  to  it.  We  had 
far  better  face  the  music  straight  away,  and 
keep  on  fighting,  than  let  the  country  go  in 
for  paper  money.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  use  a  little  more 
caution  in  his  finance.  If  ho  means  to  borrow 
all  this  money  in  this  direction  this  year,  what 
is  he  going  to  do  next  year?  This  country 
cannot  go  on  increasing  its  burden  of  in- 
terest. This  is  not  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  colonies  that  there 
has  been  an  attemjpt  to  boom  and  make  every- 
thing prosperous  by  writing  on  paper.  Over 
a  hundred  years  ago  there  was  on  American 
statesman  called  Pelehah  Webster,  who  said, 
"  It  is  absolutely  cruel  and  wrong  to  tax  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  So  long  as  you 
have  a  printing-press  and  some  boles  of  paper 
you  can  create  no  end  of  wealth,"  and  he  was 
applauded  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other ;  but  the  result  was,  after  he  had  used  his 
printing-press  and  bales  of  paper,  the  United 
States  were  landed  in  utter  misery  and  despair. 
It  is  just  as  silly  for  a  colony  or  for  a  country  to 
write  on  bits  of  paper  and  say  these  are  worth 
so  much  as  for  any  one  of  us  to  float  any  num- 
ber of  I.O.U.s  and  think  we  are  rich.  I  would 
ask  the  House  to  consider  another  question. 
The  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  these  se- 
curities as  if  equal  to  cash,  and  I  would  put  it 
to  him,  will  persons  invest  in  these  securities? 
I  think,  to  a  certain  extent,  there  will  be  a 
difficulty,  and  that  difficulty  will  be  in  passing 
them  on.  Supposing  any  one  were  to  buy  one 
of  these  debentures — say,  for  £100 — how  would 
he  pass  it  on  and  get  rid  of  it  ?  If  it  were  put 
in  the  bank  at  i  per  cent.,  when  due  £100  in 
gold  or  notes  would  be  paid ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  he  got  a  hundred  debentures  and 
tried  to  sell  them  in  the  open  market,  I  take 
it  that  very  often  they  would  not  fetch  above 
80  or  85  per  cent.  Despite  what  the  Trea- 
surer may  say,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
get  more  than  that.  Therefore  I  think  very 
many  of  them  would  not  be  taken  up.  I  do 
not  propose  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months,  as  it  may  be 
amended ;  but  when  it  is  called  on  for  its  second 
reading  I,  for  one,  shall  vote  against  it.       • 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  should  have  been  glad  if 
the  Treasurer,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  had  explained  its  object.  Its  object, 
1  understand,  is  to  raise  money  locally  in  order 
to  pay  oS  our  Treasury  bills,  so  as  to  have  less 
Treasury  bills  than  we  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  doing  with  before. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — He  did  not  say  that. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT.— Well,  I  am  going  to  deal 
with  that.  I  presume  that  ia  the  argument 
that  will  be  used.  I  ask  this  House  to  con- 
sider what  this  Bill  means.  Nothing  pains 
me  more  than  the  easy,  jaunty  way  in  which 
the  proposal  to  borrow  millions  is  received  by 
the  House.  Do  honourable  members  know 
what  will  happen  this  year  ?  If  the  Bills 
before  the  House  at  present  pass  we  shall  have 
pledged  this  colony  to  five  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions for  this  year;  and  not  only  that,  but 
we  shall  have  pledged  it  for  two  and  a  quarter 
millions  next  year ;  and  so  it  will  go  on  increas- 
ing. What  is  meant  by  this  BUI  ?  Let  me 
point  out  to  the  House  what  this  Bill  means. 
This  money  is  to  be  used  for  converting  our 
floating  debt  into  a  permanent  debt.  That  is 
what  it  means.  I  undertake  to  say,  except 
in  stress  of  war,  that  has  never  been  done  in 
Bngland ;  and  it  has  only  been  done  in  our 
colony  upon  two  occasions,  and  it  was  done 
then  because  we  were  in  such  a  financial  posi- 
tion that  we  could  not  get  increased  taxation. 
We  were  showing  deficits  in  our  revenue,  and 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  convert  some  of 
the  floating  debt.    What  is  to  happen  now  ? 

The  colony  is  going  to  taJie  the  floating  debt 

because,  what  is  a  Treasury  bill  7  It  is  exactly 
the  same  as  an  English  Exchequer  bill ;  it  is 
supposed  to  be  issued  in  aid  of  revenue ;  it  is 
issued  before  the  revenue  is  collected,  and  it 
is  supposed  to  be  paid  ofi  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  What  are  we  going  to  do  ?  To  take 
the  floating  debt — ^which  with  due  finance  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  keep  within  bounds — and 
convert  that  floating  debt,  which  now  amounts 
to  £1,476,000,— that  is  our  limit,  though  the 
whole  amount  is  not  drawn — we  are  going  to 
convert  a  million  of  it  into  a  permanent  debt 
of  forty  years'  standing,  without  sinking  fund  ; 
and  the  result  will  be— what  ?  We  still  main- 
tain our  Public  Revenues  Act.  There  is  no 
proposal  to  amend  or  to  repeal  that.  There- 
fore we  shall  have  £1,476,000  still  available 
as  Treasury  bills  whenever  the  need  arises.  I 
ask  the  House  to  remember  that  this  is  simply 
borrowing  a  million,  not  to  expend  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  or  for  public  works,  or  for 
railways — not  to  buy  Native  land  or  to  expend 
in  lending  to  farmers  —  but  to  convert  our 
floating  debt  into  a  permanent  debt  of  forty 
years'  standing.  I  undertake  to  say  that  if 
a  single  member  in  this  House  had  ventured  to 
urge  this  proposal  on  the  hustings  he  would 
have  been  hardly  listened  to  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. I  ask  the  House  to  be  careful  what  they 
do.  This  Bill  is  simply  borrowing  money 
to  convert  the  floating  debt  into  a  permanent 
debt  of  perhaps  forty  years'  standing.  Let  me 
look  at  this  from  another  point  of  view.  What 
does  the  Bill  propose  ?  It  is  to  give  what  is 
called  a  further  means  of  safe  investment  to 

rirsons  who  have  money  to  invest  in  the  colony, 
do  not  deny  for  a  moment  that  people  may 
desire  this  class  of  security.  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  may  be  able  to 
get  this  million  in  two  years,  although  I  do  not 
think  the  colony's  funds  will  stand  it.  But 
supposing  he  does,  I  ask  the  House  to  consider 


what  this  means.  Where  is  the  money  to  come 
from  ?  It  must  necessarily  come  from  some- 
where. To  say  that  money  is  not  at  present 
invested  is  simply  absurd.  I  do  not  suppose 
money  is  uninvested  either  in  banking  institu- 
tions or  loan  companies.  People  are  not  hoaid- 
ing  their  money  without  putting  it  somewhere. 
This  proposal  will  mean,  therefore,  that  it  will 
take  the  money  out  of  the  savings-banks  ;  it 
will  take  it  out  of  the  general  banks ;  it  will 
take  it  oat  of  Qie  building  societies  and  out  of 
loan  companies.  And  what  would  be  the  efiect  ? 
If  you  deplete  the  banks,  what  will  it  mean  ? 
You  are  now  engaged  in  banking  operations. 
You  are  to  be  engaged  in  banking  operations, 
at  any  rate,  for  ten  years.  If  you  deplete  your 
bank,  if  you  are  going  to  discourage  deposits 
in  your  bank,  you  will  have  to  come  to  the  aid 
of  the  banking  institution  again  by  giving  » 
further  guarantee.  If  the  bank  cannot  obtain 
deposits  here  and  in  London,  what  will  neces- 
sarily follow  7  That  it  cannot  carry  on  banking 
or  ordinary  commercial  business. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— The  money  goes  into  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  amazed  at  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  knowing  so  little  about  finance. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  say  the  Bonk 
of  New  Zealand  is  the  holder  of  Treasury  bills 
at  present  7  Certainly  not.  It  does  not  go  into 
the  bank.  How  do  you  have  Treasury  bills  in- 
vested ?  Not  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  or 
very  few  of  them ;  therefore  it  is  not  going  to 
the  bank  at  all.  You  are  encouraging  people, 
instead  of  depositing  their  money  in  the  banks, 
to  take  up  Consols.  This  weakens  the  bsunks. 
It  will  stop  the  banks  giving  advances  to  vari- 
ous concerns ;  it  will  limit  their  aid  to  com- 
mercial enterprises  and  to  the  manufacturing 
industries ;  and  the  result  is,  it  will  be  taking 
the  limited  capital  of  the  colony  out  of  com- 
mercial enterprise  and  out  of  manufacfenring 
enterprise.  Arid  why?  If  we  need  to  borrow 
this  money,  the  fair  thing  is  to  borrow  in  the 
cheapest  market  where  you  can  get  it.  But  il 
you  borrow  it  from  your  own  people,  and  take 
their  capital  away,  what  will  be  the  resalt? 
Not  a  manufacturer  or  farmer  but  will  be 
crippled  under  this  Bill.  There  is  no  way  oat 
of  It.  I  do  not  deny  that  this  will  be  a  safe 
investment  for  people  who  want  it ;  but  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  should  create  this 
class  of  investment.  It  ought  to  encourage  the 
capital  of  the  colony — it  is  limited  enough — 
being  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  oox 
farming  and  manufacturing  enterprises.  If 
you  ask  the  people  in  New  Zealand  to  take  ap 
Consols  you  will  leave  nothing  for  any  new 
enterprise  whatever.  I  do  not  think  the  colony 
is  called  upon  to  do  that.  You  are  weakening 
our  financial  institutions  by  this  operation. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says  he  is  going  to 
stop  syndicates  £rom  abroad  purchasing  these 
Consols.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  to 
that  effect.  Section  36  cannot  have  that  appli* 
cation.  There  is  no  power  to  make  such  a 
regulation.  But  honourable  members  cannot 
have  seen  what  power  the  honourable  gentle- 
man takes  under  the  Act  by  section  85.  Do 
honourable  members  know  that  after  he  hsB 
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iaBoed  stock  under  this  Act  he  may  go  to 
Ijondan  and  may  convert  the  whole  of  it 
onder  the  Consolidated  Stock  Act  of  1877,  and 
pcaotieally  borrow  in  the  London  market  the 
whole  of  this  stock ;  so  that,  instead  of  there 
being  a  provision  in  the  Act  to  stop  a  foreign 
syndicate  getting  any  of  the  money,  he  has 
power  to  convert  this  loan  under  section  35. 
What  is  the  argument,  therefore,  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  ?  The  only  argument  that  may  be  used 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  is  this :  that  the  colonial 
people,  distmsting  banks,  having  no  commercial 
spirit,  no  enterprise,  no  manufacturing  enter- 
prise, may  wish  to  invest  their  money  in  Go- 
Temment  securities,  and  not  lend  on  mortgage 
nor  to  manufacturers  or  to  banks.  There  may 
100  ^  '^  small  demand  for  this  kind  of 
investment,  but  I  do  not  think  the 
demand  is  sufficient  to  cause  us  to  pass  this 
Bill,  especially  when  I  can  point  out  that  this 
floating  debt  of  ours  is  to  be  made  a  perma- 
nent debt  for  forty  years  to  come.  This  is 
■imply  another  BUI  to  borrow  a  million  of 
money,  and  to  increase  the  permanent  debt 
of  this  colony,  without  any  sinking  fund  or 
other  provision  for  its  being  paid  ofi.  Then, 
there  is  one  point  more  I  wish  to  refer  to. 
I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  does  not  affect  this.  The  point 
is  this :  What  is  the  argument  that  can  be 
Dsed  in  favour  of  selling  these  Consols  ?  The 
only  argument  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
used  is  that,  because  there  ore  in  England 
nnder  the  late  conversion  of  Consolidated  Stock 
scheme  many  millions  of  Consols  in  England, 
therefore  we  ought  to  have  a  million  Consols 
in  this  colony.  But  they  have  a  good  many 
things  in  England  that  we  do  not  want  here, 
snch  as  State  Churches,  and  all  those  things. 
We  do  not  want  these  here  at  all.  Does  the 
hoooarable  gentleman  not  know  that  we  have 
already  nearly  thirty  millions  of  Consols  our- 
selves in  England?  We  have  already  created 
those  Consols  in  England  ourselves  :  and  I  do 
ask  this  House  to  think  what  this  Bill  means. 
Are  we  going  to  allow  one  million  to  be  added 
to  oni  permanent  debt — to  be  made  a  perma- 
asnt  debt  for  forty  years?  I  have  seen  loan 
Klls  proposed  in  uiis  House,  and  I  have 
iMMd  loon  Bills  discussed  in  this  House,  but 
I  think  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have 
listened  to  this  House  proposing  such  a  mea- 
Bora  as  this  as  lightly  as  if  it  were  a  mere 
tinmpery  Bill  to  advance  £SO0  or  £600  to  a 
loe*I  body  to  help  it  with  its  finances.  That 
is  the  way  millions  are  talked  of  in  this  House. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  took 
•zoeption  to  my  asking  the  question,  "  Are  we 
to  have  repudiation  ?  "  Because  I  mentioned 
the  term  the  honourable  member  thought  it 
was  a  wrong  term  to  use.  But  I  do  ask  the 
Eooae  what  is  to  be  the  end  cf  this  colony  if 
this  borrowing  is  to  go  on.  How  can  we  stand 
it?  Is  onr  taxation  to  be  increased?  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  we  have  had  claims  coming  up 
fmn  different  parts  of  the  colony  from  people 
who  wish  to  be  relieved  from  different  taxes  ? 
We  were  to  have  had  tbe  Customs  taxation 
zediieed,  bat  I  venture  to  say,  if  these  borrow- 

yOtj.  LZXXTL-T. 


ing  Bills  are  to  be  gone  on  with,  that,  instead 
of  having  our  taxation  reduced,  we  must  have 
taxation  increased.  There  is  no  otlier  out- 
look before  us.  Our  revenue  is  not  being 
increased.  We  are  dealing  with  a  falling  reve- 
nue :  our  railway  revenue  is  falling ;  our  Cus- 
toms revenue  has  fallen  lower  than  last  year. 
What  is  to  be  the  result?  I  do  ask  the 
House  to  consider  this  carefully.  This  matter 
ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  party  spirit 
at  all,  and  I  do  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  it  in  this 
matter.  I  say  it  is  a  grave  responsibility.  I 
say  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  financial  crisis 
such  as  never  existed  in  the  colony  since  I 
came  to  it,  now  more  than  thirty  years  ago, 
— neither  in  the  case  of  the  Three-million 
Loan,  nor  the  various  war  loans  that  we  have 
raised,  nor  the  borrowing  policy  of  1870.  We 
are  face  to  face  with  a  crisis  more  grave 
than  any  of  these.  I  say  our  financial  insti- 
tutions are  really  staggering  under  their 
troubles;  and  what  are  we  about  to  do?  We 
are  about  to  intensify  their  troubles  by  passing 
this  Bill ;  and  the  Bill  is  not  going  to  be  any 
benefit  to  the  colony  whatever;  it  is  going 
to  injure  the  colony  in  every  way.  It  may 
benefit  a  few  people  who  may  want  what  are 
called  "  safe  investments."  I  do  not  suppose  it 
will  relieve  a  hundred  of  our  people  ;  and  I  ask, 
is  the  colony  going  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this, 
considering  tbe  state  it  is  in  at  the  present 
time  7  I  am  aware.  Sir,  the  Government  wish 
to  get  their  business  hurried  on,  and  I  shall 
say  no  more  on  this  subject.  I  shall  certainly 
record  my  vote  against  the  Bill,  and  I  do  hope 
the  House  will  rise  to  the  occasion  and  reject 
such  a  borrowing  proposal  as  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  may  say  that  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  speech  I  have  just 
listened  to ;  for  I  should  not  have  expected  to 
find  an  apologist  and  advocate  for  the  financial 
institutions,  syndicates,  and  money-lenders  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  person  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City.  I  say  unhesitatingly 
that  the  necessity  for  this  measure  has  arisen 
in  tbe  colony  ;  and,  in  fact,  if  the  statesmen  of 
Kew  Zealand  had  been  true  to  themselves  and 
to  tbe  people,  opportunities  such  as  are  offered 
in  this  Bill  would  have  been  given  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  before.  What  has  caused  the 
depression  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  now  mentioned?  —  though  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  agree  with  him  that  the  crisis  exists 
which  he  has  depicted.  I  say  we  have  year 
after  year  been  draining  the  country,  and  have 
been  sending  £8,000,000  per  annum  from  New 
Zealand  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  and  pri- 
vate indebtedness.  At  the  present  time,  the 
honourable  member  must  admit  that  some- 
thing like  £3,000,000  sterling  leaves  New  Zea- 
land yearly  for  this  purpose  alone ;  and  I  say, 
notwithstanding  all  the  money  the  honourable 
gentleman  mentioned  as  being  the  public  debt 
by  way  of  loan — and  amounting  to  thirty-nine 
millions— of  this  large  amount,  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  had  no  chance  to  invest  therein. 
No,  there  is  no  opportunity  given ;  and  I  say 
this  is  a  drawbaok.    That  is  what  is  crippling 
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our  lesouioes  and  keeping  our  people  poor. 
This  is  the  first;  opportunity  that  Has  been 
given  to  our  people  to  invest  in  the  Consols 
of  their  country.  And  then  the  honourable 
member  tells  us  that  this  means  the  conversion 
ol  our  Treasury  bills  into  a  permanent  debt 
of  £1,(XX),000  sterling.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  that,  with  the  authority  we  have 
as  regards  our  Treasury  bills,  at  any  time, 
if  they  are  used  for  this  purpose,  they  can  be 
converted  by  a  fresh  issue  of  Treasury  bills. 
There  is  no  power  asked  in  the  Bill  to  limit 
the  issue.  The  honourable  member  told  us 
that  there  was  £1,476,000.  He  did  not  tell  the 
House  that,  of  that  amount,  £476,000  remained 
in  England  for  the  Imperial-guaranteed  de- 
bentures. We  have  a  million  pounds  sterling 
to  come  at  any  time  those  are  redeemable.  I 
ohallenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to  find  a 
word  in  the  Bill  that  can  be  construed  to  mean 
that  the  money  raised  under  this  proposal  is 
to  be  permanently  used  for  Treasury-  bills,  or 
that  it  is  to  be  a  permanent  debt  on  the  colony, 
I  challenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to  find 
one  single  word  on  which  that  construction 
can  be  placed.  When  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
was  a.sked  what  it  would  be  applied  for  he 
said  it  would  be  applied  for  this  purpose,  but 
he  never  told  the  House  that  he  was  going  to 
use  this  money  permanently  for  the  purpose 
stated  by  the  honourable  member.  Then,  Sir, 
to  show  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  read  the  Bill  at  all,  he  tells  us  that  we  are 
going  by  regulation  to  prevent  syndicates  from 
taking  advantage  of  this  Act.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  read  section  S  of  the  Bill 
with  section  86  I  think  he  will  find  that  sec- 
tion 3,  at  all  events,  will  prevent  what  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  was  to  be  provided 
against.    Section  3  says, — 

"  The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
Order  in  Council,  authorise  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  receive  by  way  of  deposit  from  persons 
in  the  colony  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be 
mentioned  in  such  order,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  one  million  pounds  sterling,  bearing 
interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  four  pounds  per 
centum  per  annum." 

So  that  there  is  an  Order  in  Council  to 
be  issued,  relating  to  people  in  the  colony. 
Then,  under  clause  86,  there  i's  full  power  given 
to  make  regulations,  which,  together  with  the 
other  section,  I  say,  provides  sufiicient  safe- 
guards. But  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  con- 
cluding bis  remarks,  stated  that  if  anything 
further  was  necessary  he  would  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  meet  it  in  Committee,  and  I  say  that 
all  the  objections  taken  are  purely  Oommittee 
objections.  Sir,  my  honourable  friend  and 
colleague  says  that  he  is  well  able  to  deal  with 
dummies ;  and,  if  there  is  to  be  any  dummying 
in  this,  we  have  been  able  to  stamp  dummying 
out  in  one  direction,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  it  in  another.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that  all  these 
moneys  in  the  colony  are  at  the  present  time 
invested.  I  at  once  say  that  he  is  incorrect  in 
making  that  statement.  Wo  know  very  well 
that  there  are  large  sums  of  money  which  have 
Mr,  Seddon 


been  drawn  out  of  financial  institutions,  and 
sent  out  of  the  colony ;  and  there  are  large 
sums  of  money  which  have  never  been  rein- 
vested at  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Where  is  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON. —I  undertake  to  say  that 
once  these  Consols  are  negotiable  wo  shall  very 
soon  find  where  this  money  has  been.  It  will 
soon  come  to  light,  and  it  will  be  invested.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  lying  dormant.  Thi) 
has  been  proved  unquestionably  in  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  and  I  say  that  when  the 
depression  was  in  this  colony  the  same  thing 
obtained  here.  The  honourable  member  stated 
that  we  should  be  crippling  the  banks.  I  ssj 
we  are  not,  because  the  money  that  will  be  re- 
ceived will  be  paid  to  the  bank,  and  will  pro- 
bably assist  the  commerce  of  the  country.  The 
honourable  member  stated  that  it  would  not 
assist  the  commerce  of  the  country  ;  he  stated 
that  wo  should  be  crippling  ourselves  for  years 
by  sending  money  out  of  the  colony.  I  say  we 
shall  be  keeping  our  money  ourselves,  ^ow, 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  there  are  moneys 
that  have  been  sent  out  of  New  Zealand  for 
investment.  The  Qovemment  have  informa- 
tion upon  that  head — that  there  are  thousands 
and  thousands  of  pounds  that  have  been  sent 
out  of  New  Zealand. 

SirR.  STOUT.— When? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —Not  during  our  time,  at  any 
rate,  but  during  the  time  the  property-tu 
was  in  existence.  The  property-tax  was  the 
cause  of  sending  a  lot  of  money  out  of  the 
colony  for  investment  in  the  other  colonies 
and  elsewhere.  I  say  if  there  bad  been  Nen 
Zealand  Consols  at  that  time  that  money  would 
have  been  invested  in  New  Zealand ;  and  if  our 
present  system  of  taxation  had  been  in  exist- 
ence that  money  would  never  have  been  sent 
out.  But  it  has  been  sent  away,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  with  this  form  of  investment  in  ex- 
istence we  shall  get  that  money  back  to  the 
country.     That  is  my  opinion. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  it  is  to  come 
from  without,  after  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  I  have  said,  it  has  been 
sent  away  from  the  country,  and  there  is  the 
means  here  of  bringing  it  back  to  our  people  in 
New  Zealand  :  and  they  are  New-Zealonders. 
That  is  what  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Hoaie 
— they  are  New-Zealanders ;  and  I  say  it  i« 
almost  discreditable  to  us  to  think  that,  in  a 
country  like  this,  with  the  advantages  we  oSer, 
money  should  be  sent  from  the  colony  to  be 
invested  elsewhere,  where  the  security  is  not 
so  good,  and  where  there  are  not  the  some 
chances.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  re* 
quired  an  answer  as  to  the  moneys  that  are  ia 
the  country  and  not  invested.  Hos  the  honour- 
able gentleman  never  posted  himself  up  in  the 
position  of  the  Post  Office  at  the  present  time? 
In  the  Fost-Office  Savings-Bank  at  the  present 
time  there  is  something  like  £40,000  lodged 
over  the  £500  limit,  and  bringing  in  no  interest 
at  all.  The  honourable  member  must  know 
that  this  is  a  loss  already 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— To  whom  ? 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  this  is  a  loss.  The 
main  loss  ia  to  the  depositor.  Take  the  moneys 
which  are  lying  there,  and  I  say  they  are  dead 
to  the  investor,  and  it  is  a  loss  to  him;  and 
not  only  that,  hut  there  have  been  no  oppor- 
tunities for  the  investment  of  this  money.  I 
do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  this  proposal 
will  have  the  effect  the  honourable  member 
contended  it  will  have,  of  crippling  commerce. 
How  can  it  in  any  way  cripple  commerce  ?  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  in  some  of  oar  institutions 
here  the  moneys  were  dead,  and  were  locked 
np  for  much  greater  security  than  was  re- 
quired as  a  safeguard  for  the  people's  moneys  ? 
They  were  locked  up  absolutely,  and  were  dor- 
mant, especially  when  commerce  wanted  them, 
and  when  the  farmers  wanted  them  ;  and  when 
we  wanted  them  for  the  good  of  the  country 
they  were  not  obtainable. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Where  was  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Looked  up  in  foreign  bank- 
ing institntions :  that  is  where  it  was.  And  I 
say,  if  the  Government  had  bad  the  power  to 
ieeue  these  Consols,  with  the  management  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  people,  that  the  money 
would  have  been  usable,  and  been  used,  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  wo  are  going  to  lock  it 
up  for  forty  years :  and  again  the  Colonial 
Treasarer  has  been  misrepresented.  That  is 
the  full  extent  which  it  can,  of  course,  be 
available  for — that  is  the  maximum  limit, 
and  it  does  appear  to  me  that  this  is  another 
occasion  showing  how  eagerly  advantage  is 
taken  of  any  pretext  for  attacking  any  measure 
«f  Government  policy.  I  am  not  allowed  to  re- 
fer to  a  previous  debate,  but  whenever  a  maxi- 
mum is  named  in  a  Bill,  it  is  eagerly  seized 
npod  by  those  who  oppose  the  measure,  and  is 
used  for  the  purpose  of  argument.  It  has  been 
•tated  all  along  that  this  is  what  can  be  done 
with  the  money.  But  I  say  it  is  not  fair 
argument  or  criticism.  There  is  a  discretion 
piven  in  the  Bill  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and 
it  is  not  to  be  said  that  we  are  going,  or  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  going,  to  exercise 
this  power  to  the  utmost.  I  say  we  must  give 
him  discretion,  and  he  has  asked  for  this  dis- 
eretion,  and  I  think  the  House  will,  very 
properly,  grant  it  to  him.  It  resolves  itself 
mto  this  :  that  in  dealing  with  these  moneys 
it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  safe- 
goard.  This  is  purely  a  Committee  objection, 
which  can  be  met  in  Committee.  These  large 
investments  in  the  Consols  should  be  safe- 
guarded ;  they  would  not  be  negotiable — I  say, 
myself,  they  would  be  unsafe — unless  they  are 
kept  in  a  semi-liquid  state.  It  is  not  possible 
fliat  the  money  could  be  tied  up  as  the  honour- 
able member  would  suggest  —  not  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  can  it  be  kept  in  a 
liquid  state  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  have  received  a  paper 
bere,  and  I  wish  to  refer  to  what  X  have  al- 
ready said  as  to  the  amount  of  moneys  that  are 
at  present  put  away,  which  people  will  not 
invest.  We  have  had  cases  where  persons  have 
Aiddenly  met  with  death,  and  large  sums  of 


money  have  been  found  on  their  persons.  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  moneys  of  some  of  these  people 
are  not  invested.  I  say  there  are  safes,  and 
that  there  are  moneys  put  away  as  I  have 
stated.  As  I  said  before  I  say  so  now  again, 
that  there  are  moneys  locked  up  in  safes,  and 
that  there  are  a  number  of  people  of  the 
middle-classes  and  the  working-classes  whose 
savings  for  years  have  been  locked  up,  and  it  is 
only  to  be  expected  that  it  should  be  so.  All 
the  financial  institutions,  the  banks  of  the 
colony  and  the  bankers,  must  admit  that  these 
people,  of  course,  necessarily  are  very  cautious 
in  what  they  do.  But  I  say  there  was  no  neces- 
sity and  no  reason  why  they  should  put  their 
savings  for  years  in  safes.  They  know  that  the 
Government  is  safe,  and  that  the  country  ia 
safe,  and  that  the  guarantee  of  the  country  is 
their  safety  ;  and  I  say  that,  if  this  measure  is 
passed,  investments  of  this  kind  can  be  ob- 
tained, and  we  shall  find  these  investors  coming 
forward :  and  I  will  also  undertake  to  say  that 
it  will  not  at  all  injure  the  banks.  There 
is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  injure  those  institutions,  but  we  desire  to 
strengthen  their  position.  In  regsurd  to  what 
has  been  said  respecting  the  borrowing  of 
five  millions  and  three-quarters,  I  say  such 
a  remark  is  unfair.  There  is  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  honour- 
able member  to  make  this  misrepresentation. 
This  country  has  suffered  by  misrepresentation 
being  made— by  misrepresentations  sent  Home 
on  purpose  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  colony — 
and  I  see  the  gravest  objection  to  that.  The 
Liberal  party  at  the  time  of  the  Grey  Govern- 
ment, in  1879,  suffered  owing  to  continued  mis- 
representation. The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  what  occurred  then ;  yet  what  ia  he 
doing  now  ?  He  is  exactly  following  out  those 
steps.  He  states  that  we  are  proposing  to  bor- 
row five  millions  and  three-quarters ;  but  I  say 
no  such  borrowing  proposals  at  all  have  been 
submitted  by  the  Government.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  forget  this,  when  talking 
of  the  million  and  a  half  for  advances  against 
freehold  lauds  to  the  settlers  of  the  coun- 
try: that  the  Government  simply  take  the  se- 
curity on  the  one  hand  and  make  the  advances 
on  the  other,  and  the  country  gets  the  benefit  ? 
Again,  in  regard  to  the  £750,000,  the  value 
of  the  land  taken  in  security  is  greater  than 
the  amount  advanced  for  purchase  and  read- 
ing; and,  as  regards  the  advances  to  settlers, 
—  say,  three  millions,  —  the  land  advanced 
against  would  be  worth  at  least  five  millions. 
It  is  not  at  all  like  moneys  borrowed  in  the 
past,  for  the  construction  of  political  rail- 
ways, seeing  that  we  are  not  asking  for  any 
money  which  will  not  be  spent  in  reproduc- 
tion and  in  the  interests  of  the  country.  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  forget  what  the 
moneys  were  borrowed  for  in  those  days,  and 
the  conditions  under  which  moneys  in  the  post 
have  been  borrowed?  I  say  we  can  show  to 
the  merchants  at  Home  that  the  money  pro- 
posed to  bo  raised  is  required  for  advances  to 
settlers,  and  that  will  be  capital  security  even 
up  to  the  utmost  limit— that  is,  the  two-thirda 
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Talue — and  any  security  can  be  given  for  the 
additional  one-third.  Undoubtedly,  I  say  that 
the  conditions  are  difiercnt.  Then,  we  oome  to 
the  question  of  the  three-quarters  of  a  million. 
That  is  a  quarter  of  a  million  for  the  pujxihase 
of  Native  lands.  Why,  in  that  case  we  are 
getting  freehold  lands.  Why  are  the  Natives 
complaining  ?  Why  is  the  honourable  member 
complaining  that  we  are  not  paying  the  Natives 
fair  value  for  their  land,  and  only  paying,  in 
some  instances,  about  half-value  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  travelling  outside 
the  Bill  altogether,  and  is  not  dealing  with  the 
subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  This  is  a  monetary  Bill 
that  is  under  consideration,  and  I  think  mem- 
bers should  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  financial  condition  of  the  colony  upon  a 
measure  like  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  complain.  They 
have  a  bad  oaso  on  that  side.  I  was  simply 
meeting  the  remarks  made  by  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  borrowing.  Ho  said  we  were  unfortu- 
nate in  the  policy  the  Government  have  brought 
down  this  year ;  and  I  was  going  to  say  that  the 
quarter  of  a  million  proposed  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  land  and  for  the  reading  of  Native 
land  is  really  the  amount  we  are  paying  for 
the  land  ;  but  wo  are  getting  double  its  value. 
If  we  were  to  believe  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  the  House,  and  what  the 
Native  members  and  the  North  Island  mem- 
bers have  also  said,  —  they  have  repeatedly 
stated  that  the  Government  are  not  paying 
sufficient  for  the  Native  land ;  and  I  tell  the 
House  that  for  this  quarter  of  a  million  we  are 
asking  power  to  expend  we  shall  get  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  in  return.  That  is,  I  think, 
a  complete  answer  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. With  regard  to  the  quarter  of  a  million 
for  the  reading  of  Crown  lands  and  Native  lands 
already  purchased,  I  say  that  by  doing  this 
we  are  increasing  the  national  wealth  of  the 
country,  because  we  are  increasing  our  popula- 
tion by  attracting  settlers  to  it  with  capital ; 
we  are  also  putting  our  own  people  upon  the 
land ;  and  I  say,  where  moneys  are  expended 
for  such  a  purpose,  that  it  is  fallacious,  and 
wrong  in  fact,  to  say  that  we  are  going  in  for 
an  habitual  system  of  borrowing  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  shall  bo  unable  to  pay  our 
interest.  I  say  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  have  been  the  last  man  to  say  that, 
and  I  am  very  sorry  that  he  could  have  arrived 
at  that  stage  when  be  could  mention  the  word 
"  repudiation  "  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  No 
man  who  loves  our  colony,  who  is  trao  to  his 
country — who  is  a  true  Neiv-Zealander — should 
use  that  word  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  Away 
with  it  I  I  scout  the  idea.  I  say  that  these 
moneys  belonging  to  the  people  will  be  invested 
in  assisting  the  production  of  the  country,  in 
increasing  the  population  and  assisting  our 
various  productions,  and  in  giving  heart  to  the 
people  :  and.  Sir,  to  say  this  means  ultimate 
"  repudiation  " — I  scout  the  idea.  And  1  have 
eveiy  reason  to  do  so.  With  a  season,  I  suppose, 
Mr.  Seddon 


unparalleled  in  the  history' of  this  colony  in 
regard  to  the  low  prices,  with  the  bad  harvesta 
we  have  had  for  the  past  two  years,  we  still 
find  that  we  are  able  to  show  a  gross  surplus 
of  nearly  half  a  million,  and  a  net  surplus  of 
£293,000,  £250,000  of  which  we  can  pay  over  to 
the  Public  Works  Fund  out  of  our  consolidated 
revenue.  And  then,  with  these  facts  before 
him,  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  talks  about  "repudiation" 
under  such  circumstances  I  Let  us  away  with  it. 
With  the  prospect  we  have  before  us,  with  our 
people  in  good  heart  and  hope  implanted  in 
their  breasts,  let  us  not  discourage  them  with 
any  such  pessimistic  forecast.  We  propose  to 
give  them  cheap  money,  and  to  keep  most  of 
the  interest  on  that  money  amongst  ourselves. 
We  are  going  in  the  right  direction,  and  pro- 
bably the  honourable  member  knows  this  is  an 
absolute  fact.  It  has  been  said,  in  regard  to 
this  proposal,  that  wo  are  departing  from  the 
lines  laid  down  —  from  the  self-reliant  policy 
of  this  party  during  the  last  three  years.  I 
tell  the  honourable  member  that  this  proposal, 
the  policy  of  helping  the  people,  and  of  pro- 
viding in  the  colony  the  moneys  required  by 
the  Government,  was  proposed  in  1892,  when 
circumstances  arose  which  are  familiar  to  the 
House ;  and  we  ore  now  going  on  the  lines  then 
laid  down.  Those  lines  are  absolutely  safe,  they 
have  been  tried  in  other  countries,  and  the 
sooner  we  encourage  this  system  here  in  New 
Zealand  the  better  it  will  be  for  New  Zealand. 
I  am  very  sorry,  myself,  that  there  should  have 
been  anything  said  antagonistic  to  this  Bill, 
and  as  indicated  in  the  remarks  made  to-night, 
as  I  look  upon  it  as  being  really  ono  of  the  most 
beneficial  proposals  which  the  Government  have 
brought  before  the  House  this  se-ssion. 

, ,  „  Captain  RUSSELL.— Mr.  Speaker, 
■  it  was  very  amusing  to  me  just  now  to 
hear  the  Premier  charge  my  honourable  friend 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  with 
being  an  apologist  for  lending -companies  and 
for  banks. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.—"  And  syndicates,"  he  said. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — ^Yes.  It  was  a  most 
amusing  thing  to  hear  the  Premier,  who  has 
been  perpetually  denouncing  loan-oompaniea 
and  syndicates  and  ovei7  financial  institution ; 
and  yet,  by  the  queer  irony  of  fate,  he  is  the 
leader  of  a  Government  who  have  done  more  b> 
bolster  up  banking  institutions  and  monster 
syndicates,  and  in  bringing  about  amalgama- 
tion of  banks,  than  any  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  ever  sat  in  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand.  What  was  the  speech  from  first  to 
last  ?  It  was  really  no  defence  of  his  policy,  it 
was  no  defence  of  the  Bill  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing, but  it  was  a  long  tirade  of  abuse  against 
on  honourable  gentleman  whom  he  was  only 
too  proud  to  follow  some  years  ago.  He  taunted 
the  honourable  gentleman  with  buying  political 
support  in  the  days  of  district  railways;  and 
that  was  a  most  unjust  charge,  I  have  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt.  But  I  would  ask,  who  was 
the  most  faithful  henchman  of  the  Government 
at  that  time  ?  Who  was  the  great  fighting-man 
for  the  Stout-Yogel  Government,  except  the 
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FRmier  himself  ?  Tbeie  is  on  old  proverb  as 
to  tiieie  being  hoDonr  among  thieves.  I  maJce 
BO  impat&tion  whatsoever,  bat  it  is  a  saying 
which  \Te  oaght  all  to  remember.  It  is  an  inad- 
visable thing  to  talk  against  those  with  whom 
we  have  acted  cordially  and  sympathetically 
in  days  gone  by.  In  reply  to  the  remark  from 
the  honour&ble  gentleman  opposite,  I  may  say 
that  there  was  a  man  in  the  House  of  Commons 
known  as  "  Singlo-speecb  Hamilton,"  and  lam 
afraid  lest  I  should  be  known  as  "  Single-speech 
Russell,"  because  I  am  continually  being  told 
about  one  speech  which  I  made  some  ten  years 
ago.  It  was  a  very  remarkable  speech,  or  else 
it  contained  the  only  injudicious  thing  which  I 
have  ever  said  in  Parliament,  for  it  is  the  only 
■peech  of  mine  which  the  Premier  ever  brings  up 
against  me.  I  am,  in  this  respect,  quite  unlike 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  who  are 
peipetnally  retiring  from  the  positions  which 
they  took  up  in  former  days.  Every  word  which 
I  said  then  I  was  perfectly  justified  in  saying, 
•od  should  say  again  if  circumstances  arose. 
This  Bill,  to  my  mind,  is  a  perfect  monstrosity ; 
4uid  I  am  determined  that,  eo  for  as  lies  in  my 
power,  the  House  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  more  than  either  Aye  or  Nay  in  regard 
to  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  propose,  before  I  resume 
my  seat,  an  amendment  traversing  the  policy  of 
the  Bill.  What  is  the  policy  of  the  Bill  ?— for 
npon  my  word  it  is  difficult  to  know.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  introducing  it  told  us 
that  it  was  a  very  simple  Bill ;  and  it  is  a 
preeioos  simple  Bill,  and  we  shall  be  precious 
•impletons  if  we  allow  the  Bill  to  go  tbrougb. 
It  is  a  borrowing  Bill  iu  the  very  worst  form. 
There  is  no  attempt  to  conceal  that  it  is  a 
b(»rowing  Bill,  a  Bill  by  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  to  be  allowed  to  get  half  a  million 
<A  money  as  soon  as  he  possibly  can,  nnd  to 
squander  it  in  any  way  he  may  possibly  choose. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  that  he  would 
state  what  the  money  was  wanted  for,  but  he 
did  not  do  so — or,  if  he  did  so,  it  is  a  worse  Bill 
than  I  thought  it  was.  He  told  us,  in  so  many 
words,  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  redeem  Treasury  bills 
— ^it  was  to  be  a  permanent  loan  of  a  million  of 
money  to  redeem  Treasury  bills.  It  may  be 
said  by  some  of  his  enthusiastic  supporters  that 
that  is  not  the  only  purpose  for  which  this 
money  is  to  bo  used,  but  I  have  my  reason  for 
believing  that  it  is  the  only  purpose  for  which 
the  money  is  to  be  used,  for  this  reason  :  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  told  us,  in  reply  to  a 

Section,  that  he  would  inform  this  House  how 
e  money  was  to  be  spent,  and  two  or  three  of 
my  honourable  friends  behind  me  laughingly 
interjected  remarks  in  order  to  get  an  answer 
oot  of  the  Treasurer,  but  ho  told  them  that  he 
was  going  to  give  an  answer,  and  the  only 
■nsner  they  got  was  that  the  money  was  to  be 
nsed  to  take  up  Treasury  bills  ;  but  not  for  an 
instant  did  he  tell  us  that  the  power  which  he 
BOW  possesses  in  regard  to  Treasury  bills  under 
the  Public  Revenues  Act  was  to  be  restricted. 
He  did  not  tell  us  that  the  Public  Revenues 
Act  was  to  be  repealed  or  altered  at  all.     The 

r'cr  which  he  now  possesses  under  the  Pab- 
Bevennes  Act  he  still  intends  to  retain,  in 


addition  to  borrowing  this  million  of  money. 
The  Premier  told  us  that  the  reason  for  this 
Consols  proposal  is  this :  that  we  have  been 
sending  money  out  of  this  colony,  that  we  have 
been  crippling  our  resources  and  impoverishing 
our  people  under  the  former  system  of  borrow- 
ing in  the  English  and  cheapest  market,  but 
that  under  this  system,  by  which  Consols  are 
to  be  floated,  prosperity  is  to  be  brought  to  the 
colony.  He  said  that  the  money  is  going  to  be 
raised  in  the  colony,  but  I  am  as  certain  as  we 
are  all  in  this  chamber  at  the  present  moment 
that  scarcely  any  of  the  money  raised  by  these 
Consols  will  be  New  Zealand  money.  The 
clauses  of  the  Bill  are  absolutely  useless  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  against  the  investment  of 
English  capital  in  these  Consols ;  and,  whatever 
clauses  may  be  introduced  in  Committee,  I 
venture  to  assert  that  they  will  be  absolutely 
inoperative,  and  that  by  no  possible  human  in- 
genuity can  you  devise  provisions  which  will 
prevent  English  capital  flowing  in  to  take  up 
these  Consols,  if  they  are  taken  up  at  all.  You 
may  tell  me  that  a  clause  can  be  drawn  to  pre- 
vent that,  hut  how  are  you  to  prove  that  money 
which  has  come  into  this  colony  and  is  in  the 
possession  of  any  person  for  investment  is  not 
money  belonging  to  some  person  in  England 
but  is  the  bona  fide  property  of  some  person  in 
New  Zealand?  It  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
distinguish  it ;  and,  for  that  reason,  I  say  the 
money  will  as  certainly  be  English  money  as  any 
other  loan  which  has  ever  been  raised.  The 
only  difference  will  be  this  :  that  this  money  is 
to  be  raised  at  4  per  cent.,  while  the  other 
loans  are  to  be  raised,  nominally,  at  3}  per 
cent.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  went  on  to 
draw  a  comparison  between  the  £535,000,000 
of  Consols  in  England  and  this  wretched  Con- 
sols Bill,  or  our  colonial  debt,  as  the  case 
may  be.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no 
comparison  at  all,  or,  if  there  is  a  compari- 
son, it  is  against  this  proposal.  What  is 
the  true  position?  In  England,  under  Mr. 
Ooschen's  scheme,  they  reduce  the  amount  of 
interest  paid  to  2}  per  cent,  on  the  national 
debt  of  England,  which  is  being  persistently 
and  steadily  reduced  ;  whilst  undcrthis  precious 
scheme,  if  you  please,  we  are  now  invited  to 
pay  i  per  cent,  more  than  is  paid  for  the 
consolidated  stock  of  the  colony,  and  our  debt 
is  certain  to  bu  materially  increased ;  so  that, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  analogy  what- 
soever. Of  course,  there  could  bo  no  analogy 
under  any  circumstances ;  but,  oven  taking  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  argument,  there 
is  no  analogy  whatsoever  between  the  position 
of  the  Consols  in  England  and  those  proposed 
to  be  created  under  this  Bill.  The  Premier 
went  on  tell  us  that  large  sums  are  lying 
dormant,  and  that  in  some  cases  money  is 
being  sent  out  of  Now  Zealand  for  investment. 
We  are  perpetually  being  told  in  this  House 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  any  person  to 
borrow  money  at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest ; 
that  persons  with  first-class  securities  are  cry- 
ing out  for  investments,  and  that  they  cannot 
borrow  money  under  7, 8,  and  10  per  cent. ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  honourable  gentlemen 
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opposite  tell  us  in  so  many  words  that  money 
is  lying  dormant,  and  that  there  will  be  a  great 
rush  to  lend  money  at  i  per  cent. ;  whereas 
hitherto  it  has  been  impossible,  on  first-class 
security,  to  borrow  at  anything  under  7  per 
oent.  1  And  I  admit  that  I  should  now  sooner 
take  a  good  investment  in  land  of  first-class 
quality  than  I  should  in  securities  with  the 
colonial  guarantee.  We  are  told  continually 
that  if  any  person  says  a  word  afiecting  the 
credit  of  the  colony  it  is  unpatriotic.  That  is 
all  nonsense,  and  the  sooner  we  put  that  aside 
the  better.  If  any  person  has  a  firm  conviction 
that  the  policy  which  is  being  pursued  is  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  it  is  his 
duty  to  say  so  fearlessly,  whatever  taunts  may 
be  thrown  at  him  for  doing  so.  To  my  mind, 
at  any  rate,  the  system  of  borrowing  we  are 
now  pursuing  is  absolutely  destructive  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  I  can  see  no- 
thing before  us  but  this :  that  we  shall  go  on 
borrowing,  squandering,  and  scattering  money 
until  the  credit  of  this  colony  is  absolutely 
damned  and  "  repudiation  "  is  a  word  which 
will  be  not  unlrequently  heard  in  this  House. 
I  have  thought  for  the  past  three  years,  and 
believe  so  now,  that  unless  we  are  very  care- 
ful indeed  we  shall  be  plunged  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  its  reckless  proposals,  into  financial 
disaster  the  outcome  of  which  we  cannot  see 
at  the  present  moment.  I  have  felt  that  ever 
since  the  Government  came  into  office,  and  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  express 
that  opinion,  as  I  hold  it  so  strongly.  Then, 
the  Treasurer  went  on  to  tell  us  that  it  was 
not  fair  to  fix  on  the  maximum  figures  in  the 
Bill  as  the  sum  which  is  to  be  raised.  What 
is  the  object  of  putting  figures  into  a  Bill  if  we 
are  not  to  argue  on  those  figures?  So  far 
from  being  improper  to  ar^ue  upon  the  maxi- 
mum figures  in  a  borrowing  Bill,  experience 
tells  us  that  the  maximum  figures  in  such  Bills 
are  always  reached. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  did  not  do  it  yourself. 
You  had  power  to  borrow  three  millions,  and 
you  only  borrowed  two. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — Any  borrowing  done 
by  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a  member 
was  to  repair  the  damage  produced  by  previous 
Governments.  But  the  wretched  past  is  a  sub- 
ject which  the  Premier  is  always  bringing  up. 
He  knows  that  his  own  policy  will  not  stand 
examination,  and  so  he  constantly  endeavours 
to  draw  the  hounds  ofi  the  scent  and  run  them 
on  the  proverbial  red-herring.  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  being  very  long,  because  this  is  a  subject 
really  upon  which  there  need  be  no  debate  if 
members  are  only  true  to  the  promises  which 
they  made  from  the  hustings,  and  are  true  to 
the  real  feeling  of  the  country.  I  propose  to 
move  this  amendment,  so  as  to  test  the  feeling 
of  the  House  with  respect  to  this  Bill.  I  shall 
move  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  That," 
in  order  to  insert  these  words :  "  it  is  not  de- 
sirable, by  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  to 
still  further  extend  the  policy  of  borrowing,  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  will  of  the  country 
as  declared  at  the  late  general  election."  Sir, 
when  I  look  around  the  House,  and  think  of  the 
Qa^tain  Bmifll 


speeches  of  honourable  members  which  I  read 
before  they  became  members, — that  is  to  say, 
when  they  were  last  before  their  constituents 
when  they  really  realised  what  the  feeling  of 
the  country  was, — I  feel  sure  that  there  are 
very  few  indeed  who  can  say  that  this  does 
not  voice  the  principle  which  they  enunciated 
when  they  went  on  the  hustings  ;  and,  however 
strong  party  ties  may  be,  let  us  hold  this  in 
mind :  that  party  ties  should  have  no  weight 
when  men  are  pledged  to  a  particular  and  well- 
defined  line  of  action.  If  they  showed  a  tra» 
devotion  to  the  principles  which  they  enun- 
ciated to  the  people,  and  which  they  believe 
to  be  true — if  only  honourable  members  would 
adhere  to  those  principles,  I  should  not  have 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that  this  amend- 
ment would  be  carried  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House.  Sir,  the  Treasurer,  in  speaking 
to-night,  talked  about  limiting  the  use  of  Con- 
sols to  the  people  in  this  country  ;  but,  as  I 
said  just  now,  it  is  perfectly  impossible  to 
do  so,  inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
the  money  as  it  comes  out  from  Home.  But, 
even  supposing  that  such  a  thing  could  be — 
supposing  that  all  the  assertions  about  this 
scheme  being  a  system  of  investment -for  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  are  reliable,  I  would 
ask,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  SSth  clause? 
Under  it  the  Treasurer-has  power  to  convert 
the  whole  of  the  Consols  into  consolidated 
stock  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  of  no  nse  telling 
us  that  this  scheme  is  for  New  Zealand,  for 
here  is  the  power  to  convert  the  New  Zealand 
Consols  into  an  English  loan,  which,  I  can 
see,  will  be  availed  of  at  the  first  emergency 
by  the  Treasurer,  and  this  vaunted  policy 
of  investment  simply  in  Consols  for  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  will  vanish  into  thin 
air,  and  they  will  be  converted  into  in- 
scribed stook.  This  loan  is  different  from 
any  other  loan,  I  believe,  which  has  ever  been 
before  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  It  was. 
introduced  in  a  speech  quite  unworthy  of  the 
occasion.  It  was  a  speech  which,  cut  down  to 
its  narrowest  limits,  meant  this:  "  Gentlemen 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  give  me  a  million  pounds,  to  do 
exactly  what  I  like  with."  It  took  longer  to 
make  the  speech,  but  when  we  analysed  eveiy- 
thlng  he  said  it  amounted  just  to  that:  "Give 
me  a  million  pounds,  with  which  to  play  'ducks 
and  drakes '  if  I  think  fit."  There  is  no  proposal 
— to  use  a  horrid  word — to  "  ear-mark"  the  loan, 
or  to  allocate  it  to  any  particular  purpose.  It 
is  simply  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Colo- 
nial l^asurer  to  spend  in  any  way  he  thinks 
fit.  Do  honourable  members— -iloes  any  person. 
— believe  that  such  a  procedure  would  be  wise? 
No,  Sir.  I  believe  the  country  is  antagonistio 
to  the  last  degree  to  any  such  scheme  as  this ; . 
and  I  believe  the  House,  if  it  ventured  to  ex- 
press its  opinion,  would  be  as  hostile  as  the- 
country  is.  The  idea  that  the  country  can  ever 
prosper  by  perpetual  borrowings  of  money,  and 
the  scattering  of  it  about  broadcast,  in  a 
manner  irrespective  of  any  scheme, — in  a  man- 
ner which  can  conduce  to  no  particular  line 
of  policy,— in  f,  vamx^^t  whioh  ia  more  oalou-^ 
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lated  to  bay  support  than  anything  else — 
sorely  must  be  bad  for  this  coontiy.  When  an 
honourable  gentleman  said  this  evening  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  seemed  to  look  upon 
hiniHalf  as  the  coming  Messiah,  the  Colonial 
Treasorer  said  "  Hear,  hear  "  to  that.  I  do  not 
believe  the  honourable  gentleman  will  ever  be 
the  coming  Messiah;  the  day  will  oome — and 
jKobably  uiat  day  is  not  far  ofi  —  when  the 
people  will  ciy,  "  Crucify  him  I  "  The  trouble, 
misery,  and  misfortune  which  are  being  brought 
on  the  colony  by  the  borrowing  policy  of  the 
Government  will  lead  to  such  a  state  of  dis- 
tress that  the  people  will  cry  out  for  some 
great  retribution  upon  those  honourable  gentle- 
men, and  I  hope  they  will  not  go  so  far  as  to 
cry  out  for  their  blood,  but  undoubtedly  they 
wUl  cslU  oat  for  their  ejection  from  ofSoe.  Do 
not  let  the  House  think  for  one  instant  we  can 
advance  the  true  interests  of  the  oouptry  by 
any  such  scheme  as  this.  Let  us  all  realise 
that  it  is  only  by  energy,  industry,  and  self- 
denial  that  a  country  can  progress.  So  long 
as  we  borrow,  in  my  opinion  so  long  will  the 
country  be  the  reverse  of  prosperous.  And,  so 
that  the  House  may  have  an  opportanity  of 
expressing  its  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  now 
beg  to  move,  That  all  the  words  after  "That" 
be  strack  out  of  the  motion,  with  a  view  of 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof :  "  it  is  not  desirable, 
by  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  to  still 
further  extend  the  pplicy  of  borrowing,  in 
direct*  contravention  of  the  will  of  the  country 
•8  declared  at  the  late  general  election." 

Ur.  a.  HUTCHISON.— In  seconding  the 
amendment  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  sabject  of  the  Bill  the  second  reading  of 
which  has  been  moved  to-night.  It  has  been 
the  occasion  of  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle 
— that  of  the  two  leading  members  of  the  Qo- 
vcamment  being  at  variance  with  one  another 
as  to  the  objects  of  the  measure,  and  each  in 
cmtradiction  of  previous  expressions  of  opin- 
ion l^  himself  as  to  the  objects  for  which  this 
million  of  Consols  is  to  be  raised.  The  Premier 
indulged  ns  by  appearing  in  a  new  role :  I  give 
him  credit  for  not  usually  being  guilty  of  dis- 
cussing the  financial  aspects  of  a  measure. 
Certainly,  if  he  desired  to  make  himself  ridi- 
ealoas  he  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  resnit.  The  way  he  floundered  about  in 
eDdeavooring  to  explain  the  Bill  would  suggest 
that  he  has  not  read  the  Bill ;  and  the  way  he 
oontiadicted  his  honourable  friend  on  the  left 
in  attempting  to  help  him  was  distinctly  amus- 
ing. The  Premier  said  there  was  a  necessity 
for  the  Bill.  I  quite  agree  with  him.  There 
if  a  necessity  for  the  Bill  from  the  point  of  view 
cf  the  Oovemment ;  but  it  is  not  the  necessity 
which  he  indicated.  He  said  the  necessity  arose 
bom  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
money  in  the  colony  seeking  safe  and  easy  in- 
vestment. That  may  be,  to  a  certain  extent, 
tnie;  bat,  if  it  be  trae,  it  is  here  in  the  shape  of 
money  which  is  either  invested  in  other  enter- 
nritaa,  or  is  awaiting  investment — lying,  as  he 
has  indicated,  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
in  deposits  over  £500— aggregating  £40,000— 
which,  by  the  rale  of  the  department,  do  not 


bear  interest.  Is  he  anxious  that  the  taxpayers 
of  the  colony  should  pay  interest  upon  that 
£40,000,  the  use  of  which  the  colony  u  getting 
at  present,  in  the  shape  of  Treasury  bills  ?  The 
Premier  went  on  to  say  that,  besides  money  in 
the  colony  desiring  investment,  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  money  which  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  colony,  and  might  be  brought  back  by 
this  inducement;  but  if  that  money  comes  in 
the  interest  will  certainly  go  out.  If  it  comes 
back  under  this  proposal,  it  will  be  capital  from 
outside  the  colony,  sent  here  for  investment : 
and,  no  doubt,  it  would  obtain  perfectly  safe 
investment  at  what  in  England  would  be  con- 
sidered a  high  rate  of  interest,  as  sure  of  pay- 
ment as  the  best  Knglish  stocks,  for  the 
honour  and  solvency  of  the  colony  are  pledged 
to  every  one  of  these  proposals — ^however  un- 
desirable from  our  point  of  view  —  that  may 
be  carried ;  every  contract  that  the  colony 
makes  will  no  doubt  be  strictly  performed, 
whatever  sacrifice  we  may  have  to  make  to 
keep  faith.  These  Consols  would  be  perfectly 
good  securities — gilt-edged  securities^ which 
investors  in  England  will  be  glad  to  take  ad- 
vantage of,  having  the  promise  of  4  per  cent, 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years, — the  period 
being  indicated  here  as  forty.  The  proposal  is 
such,  however,  that  no  Government  would 
dare  to  make  except  in  the  last  emergency.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stont^  that  if  such 
schemes  as  these  are  adopted  there  is  a  crisis 
approaching  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony  suoh  as 
we  have  not  known  as  yet.  The  Treasurer  in 
his  speech  gave  his  explanation  as  to  the  ob- 
jects to  which  the  money  to  be  raised  under 
this  Bill  would  be  applied.  He  said  it  might 
be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  Treasury  bills 
— that  is  to  say,  promissory  notes  which  have 
a  short  currency  beyond  the  financial  year 
in  which  they  are  issued,  but  only  issued  in 
anticipation  of  revenue  which  is  expected  to 
come  in  to  redeem  them  in  due  course.  The 
present  proposal,  therefore,  is  that,  instead  of 
issuing  Treasury  bills  at  short  dates,  money  is 
to  be  raised  for  present  requirement,  but  not  to 
be  repayable  till  the  end  of  a  long  period  of 
years.  The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  large  amount  of  money  in  England  raised 
by  Consols.  That  is  perfectly  right ;  but  what 
does  the  money  represent?  It  represents  a 
great  part  of  the  national  debt  of  England, 
raised  in  times  of  emergency ;  most  of  it  in 
times  of  war. 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  the  national  debt. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  greater  part  of 
it  represents  crises  in  the  history  of  England, 
and,  most  of  all,  the  expenses  of  disastrous 
wars.  I  take  the  Treasurer  at  his  word ;  I 
accept  his  statement  that  the  money  to  be 
raised  by  these  Consols  is  intended  to  supply  a 
want  such  as  was  supplied  in  England  through 
the  floating  of  Consols  there.  The  Consols  of 
England  represent  deficiencies  from  time  to 
time  in  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  country. 
They  were  raised  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
deficits,  and  that  is  exactly  what  the  Treasurer 
is  forced  to  do  in  this  year  of  grace  1894. 
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That  I  may  not  be  gapposed  to  be  speaking 
\ntbout  justification  on  the  sabject,  I  would 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
on  the  transactions  of  the  last  financial  year 
there  was  absolutely  no  surplus  at  all,  but  a 
deficiency.  The  surplus  is  stated  in  the  Budget 
to  hare  been  £290,238  on  the  Slst  March.  But, 
Sir,  the  credit  balance  carried  forward  from  the 
previous  yecu:  amounted  to  £288,779.  The  dif- 
ference between  these  two  sums,  being  £6,459, 
represents,  by  the  book-keeping  the  Treasurer 
himself  lias  set  out  in  his  Financial  Statement, 
an  apparent  surplus  of  only  £6,4S9.  But  that 
disappears  when  we  consider  that  the  balances 
held  by  the  Government  on  the  Slst  March 
last  were  considerably  larger  than  the  balances 
on  the  Slst  March  of  the  preceding  year.  I 
can  give  the  Treasurer  the  very  items.  On  the 
State  Forests  Account  the  beJanoe  was  greater 
by  £1,916;  on  the  Local  Bodies'  Account  by 
£2,047;  upon  the  Deposit  Account  by  £4,833; 
and  on  general  liabilities  by  £3,200 :  amounting 
in  all  four  items  to  £11,996.  Thus  it  appears 
upon  last  year's  transactions,  as  evidenced  by 
the  Financial  Statement  itself,  that  there  was 
a  deficit  of  over  £S,000.  The  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  has  already  pointed  out 
that,  if  we  eliminate  from  the  annual  balance- 
sheet  as  brought  down  by  the  Treasurer  those 
questionable  transactions  in  the  nature  of 
borrowing  on  debentures  for  sinking-fund  in- 
creases, Uiere  was  a  deficiency  of  over  £17,000. 
Sir,  the  outlook  is  not  promising.  The  June 
quarter  of  this  year  shows  a  faIling-o£E  in 
revenue,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year,  of  £38,000;  while  the 
expenditure  for  the  same  quarter,  as  also  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last 
year,  has  increased  by  over  £23,000.  And  if 
we  look  at  that  weather-gauge,  the  Customs 
revenue,  we  have  indications  which  should  fill 
us  with  the  greatest  concern.  The  Customs 
revenue  is  undoubtedly  falling ;  and  I  hope  it 
will  not  bo  imputed  to  us  here  as  an  offence 
or  crime  if  we  point  out  the  real  facts  that 
onght  to  be  in  the  mind  of  every  member  in 
this  House  who  is  desirous  of  legislating  for 
the  good  of  the  colony.  Here  are  the  figures 
for  the  four  months  of  the  year  as  to  which 
we  have  been  vouchsafed  information :  For 
April,  the  Customs  revenue  was  £129,213,  for 
May  it  was  £118,458,  for  June  it  was  £115,758, 
and  for  July  it  was  £130,843 ;  in  each  instance, 
during  the  last  three  of  these  months,  being 
less  than  the  amount  collected  in  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
total  of  these  four  months — one-third  of  the 
year — ^is  £493,773,  which  will  show  a  deficiency 
upon  the  ratio  for  twelve  months  when  com- 
pared with  the  estimate  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer for  the  current  year — an  estimate  written 
down  by  some  £55,000  from  the  previous  year. 
It  will  show  a  deficiency  of  a  considerable  sum. 

Mr.  WAED.— What  sum? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — The  figures  are 
these :  £498,773  is  the  total  Customs  revenue 
for  the  four  months ;  multiplied  by  three,  it 
gives  £1,481,319,  as  against  £1,600,000,  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Treasurer  for  the  current  year. 
Mr.  Q.  Butchison 


Mr.  WARD.— What  is  the  difierenoo  ? 
Mr.   G.    HUTCHISON.— If  my  honourable 
friend  puts  down  the  £1,600,000— and  he  will, 
I  hope,  be  careful  of  his  oughts  —  and   then 
deducts  the  amount  I  have  given, — namely, 
£1,481,319  as  the  ratio  for  twelve  months, — he 
will  find  the  difierenoe ;  and,  as  this  Hoose 
supplies  the  Treasurer  at  a  cost  of   between 
£6,000  and  £7,000  a  year  with  an  expert  stall, 
he  will  probably  get  the  sum  worked  out  iriUi- 
out  troubling  honourable  members.    These  sze 
the  figures,   and  they  do  show  a  marked  de- 
ficiency, which  it  may  well  be  wished  by  every 
one  here  will  be  made  up  in  the  months  yet 
to  come.    But  the  indications,  unfortun&tely, 
do  not  point  in  that  direction.     My  honour- 
able friend  the  Premier  referred  to  the  opinions 
that  were  expressed  from  time  to  time  as  to 
the  policy  of  the  Government — the  borrowing 
policy  o}  the  Government,  which  he  will  insist 
should  not  be  described  as  borrowing — as   to 
which  he  and  his  colleague  the  Treasurer'  are 
anxious  to  quote  the  favourable  opinions  from 
abroad.      But   the  opinions  of  journals    at  a 
distance  upon  our  proceedings  here  are  not 
of  much  value.    Most  of  the  commendations 
that  have  been  quoted  turn  out  to  be  based  on 
incorrect  information :  for  instance,  the  latest 
opinions  expressed  in  England  are  on  the  snp- 
position   that  the  financial-aid-to-settlers  bor- 
rowing scheme  is  only  intended  to  extend   to 
one  and  a  half  millions — not  for  a  series  of 
years ;  and  it  is  also  supposed  that  this  saheme 
of  Consols  is  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the 
authority  for   an    unlimited   issue   of  postal 
notes  passed  last  year.    It  is  on  such  erroneoxts 
suppositions  that  we  find  very  qualified  com- 
mendation of  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  this  commendation  only  in  papers  which 
have  not  the  position  or  the  authority  of  snch 
journals  as  the  Economist.    Here  is  tia.e  paper 
which  the  Treasurer  quotes  with  effusion,  the 
British  Australasian ;   and  although,  on    the 
incorrect  basis  mentioned,  there  is  a  sort  of 
approval  expressed  in  one  part  of  the  paper, 
we  have  only  to  look  to  another  part  to  jadge 
of  the  quality  of  the  matter  contained  in  this 
hitherto  unquoted  authority.    For  iostanoe,  I 
find  a  letter  from  a  correspondent,  in  whioh 
reference  is  made  to  an  interesting  development 
that   may  be   news   to   honourable   members. 
There  is  a  paragraph  reproduced  in  this  valu- 
able paper  to  this  effect :    "  A  rebellion   has 
broken  out  in  New  Zealand.    Mr.  Stout  is  lead- 
ing the  Government  forces,  and  a  man  named 
Seddon  is  in  charge  of  the  rebels."    Comioid 
as  this  sounds,  there  is,  after  all,  a  gnun  of 
truth  in  the  statement  that  "a  man  named 
Seddon  is  leading  the  rebels."    He  is  at  the 
present  time  leading  rebels  against  the  polioy 
oifirmed  by  the  majority  at  the  general  eleo- 
tion.    The  question  is,  What  did  you  profess  at 
the  general  elections,  and  what  are  you  going 
to  vote  for  now  ?     Was  such  a  scheme  as  this 
propounded  to  the  electors  ?     No,  most  cer- 
tainly not ;  not  a  word  of  it.    If  it  had  been, 
the  rebels  would  not  be  in  the  force  tbey  are  on 
this  occasion.    This  is  the  most  wanton  and 
profligate  scheme  of  borrovring.     The  politi- 
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ciaxis  of  Mtsy  Ttrtue,  who  are  now  reolining  on 
the  Tre&sary  benches,  have  cast  oS  all  shame, 
and  now  paiiade  their  painted  vice  in  the  eyes 
of  the  colony.  Unfortunately,  thay  have  suc- 
ceeded in  depmving  others — a  majority  of  this 
HoQM — who  are  now  as  abandoned  as  them- 
•elves.  No  words  can  be  too  strong  to  de- 
Boonee  the  depravity  evidenced  by  the  policy 
measares  of  this  session.  They  are  a  complete 
revenal  and  renunciation  of  the  principles  of 
tme  liberalism  and  self-reliance — a  change  not 
to  the  credit  of  the  colony,  but  in  repudiation 
of  the  profession  made  only  a  few  months  ago 
to  the  electors  of  the  colony,  upon  the  faith 
of  which  the  present  Ministry  were  confirmed 
in  power.  Had  it  been  foreseen  that  schemes 
such  as  this  would  be  introduced  this  session 
■o  lightly,  so  airily,  and  so  flippantly  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  there  would  have  been  a 
howl  of  reprobation  instead  of  the  chorus  of 
applaase  which  is  claimed  to  have  arisen  at 
the  development  of  the  policy  of  the  Ministry. 
However,  I  trust,  whatever  the  result  of  the 
division  will  be  on  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  electors 
of  the  colony  will  take  note  of  the  great  and 
•erioos  departure  which  marks  the  professions 
«f  the  Government  a  few  months  ago  from  their 
performance  now. 

Mr.  REEVKS. — There  is,  of  course,  only  one 
way  of  accepting  such  a  motion  as  this,  and 
the  Premier,  of  course,  wishes  it  to  be  under- 
•tood  that  the  Government  takes  up  the  gaunt- 
let as  promptly  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  thrown  it  down.  This  is  a  fair  time  for 
that  attack,  and  we  take  it  as  such,  and,  if  we 
did  not  accept  it  in  that  way,  no  Government 
would  be  fit  to  sit  here  for  half  an  hour.  It  is 
a  fair  attack  upon  our  financial  policy,  coming, 
of  course,  from  the  proper  quarter  from  which 
an  attack  should  come.  And  the  attack  repre- 
sents the  Opposition  in  this  House,  and  it 
nptesents  something  more  than  the  Opposi- 
tion, becaose  it  represents  that  financial  spirit 
outside  the  Honse  which  has  always  been 
hostile  to  this  Government,  hostile  to  this 
party,  and,  we  believe,  not  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony  as  a  whole.  Here  in  this  amend- 
ment speak  the  foreign  banks,  the  foreign 
capitalists,  that  large  class  which  has  locked 
ap  the  lands  of  this  colony  for  so  many  years 
and  held  it  against  settlement,  and  that  large 
elaas  which  has  made  use  of  the  working  settlers 
of  this  colony  as  a  means  of  investing  money 
at  hi(;h  rates,  and,  as  a  milch  cow,  to  find 
excessive  returns  for  the  investment  of  their 
money  in  that  way — the  class  which  has  lent 
vumtj  to  settlers  in  years  past  at  rates  falling, 
perhaps,  gradually  from  15  to  6J  per  cent., 
ont  always  high.  And  at  the  present  time, 
thoogh  lower  than  they  once  were,  they  are 
atiil  high  relatively  to  what  they  should  be. 
That  is  the  class.  Sir,  which  dislikes  our 
financial  policy,  and  which  attacks  it  to-night. 
L«t  there  be  no  mistake  about  that.  We 
expected  that  our  financial  policy  would  be 
attacked.  Any  policy  which  treads  on  the  toes 
of  the  money-lender  and  the  financial  insti- 
tution tamst  be  hated  and  attacked.    We  have 


waited  for  the  attack,  we  have  wondered  in 
what  way  it  would  come,  and  because  it  has 
come  in  this  way  we  are  neither  astonished 
nor  are  we  dismayed.  We  are  prepared  to 
meet  it.  Now  with  regard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara.  I  have  once  had 
occasion.  Sir,  to  sum  up  the  honourable 
gentleman's  method  when  he  desired  to  be 
unusually  dramatic.  I  once  had  occasion 
to  sum  up  a  speech  of  his  in  the  words 
"  tragic  humbug,"  and,  if  I  wanted  some  ex- 
pression to  describe  his  speech  to-night,  I  do 
not  think  I  could  possibly  improve  on  the 
words  I  then  used.  Nothing  could  well  be 
more  tragic  or  more  magnificently  insincere 
than  the  speec)^  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man :  the  solemn  tones  in  which  he  warned 
us  of  a  terrible  and  awful  fate  which  is  in 
store  for  the  colony :  the  warnings  he  drew 
from  the  four  months  of  the  financial  year 
which  have  already  expired ;  the  way  in  which 
he  pointed  out,  basing  his  calculations  upon 
these  months,  that  we  must  reasonably  expect 
the  remaining  months  of  the  year  to  lead  us 
to  a  deficit.  All  this  reminded  me  of  his 
manner  in  the  days  when  he  indulged  in  the 
same  gloomy  forebodings  concerning  the  policy 
of  the  Ballance  Administration.  Because  we 
adhered  to  that  policy  we  were  blamed  by  those 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  Now,  because 
we  depart,  as  they  say,  from  that  policy  we  are 
blamed.  It  is  said  wo  are  false  to  the  policy 
of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  and  to  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  past  years.  Why  is 
it  that  those  gentlemen  who  arc  attacking  us 
for  departing  from  that  policy  attacked  us  in 
just  the  same  language  for  sticking  to  the 
same  policy  in  years  gone  by?  Every  word 
they  said  against  our  present  policy  they  said 
against  the  Ballance  policy  in  180:i  and  1893, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  was 
amongst  them.  He  stood  in  the  front  rank 
and  said  the  bitterest  things.  The  honourable 
gentlemen  themselves,  unable  to  say  anything 
effectual  against  us,  borrowed  the  honourable 
gentleman  from  us  and  get  him  to  lead  the 
attack  always.  That  party  has  to  come  to  the 
Liberal  parly  for  brains  and  talents.  It  is 
some  consolation  to  us  to  know  that  the 
ablest  of  our  antagonists  are  borrowed  from  our 
ranks.  It  is  a  poor  consolation,  but  still  it 
is  something.  When  they  want  instruments 
for  attack  they  find  them  on  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BELL. — Eeal  talent  comes  over. 

Mr.  REEVES.  —  Fidelity  never  goes  over. 
And  why  do  the  honourable  gentlemen  not 
regret  that  they  should  come  ?  Have  the 
honourable  gentlemen  no  talent  of  their  own, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  borrow  it  from  this 
side  of  the  House?  Thoy  had  better  de- 
velop a  little  native  talent  on  that  side, 
instead  of  always  having  to  come  to  us  for 
it.  These  opponents  of  a  colonial  borrowing 
policy — why  should  they  set  about  a  parlia- 
mentary borrowing  policy  ?  Why  should  they 
take  the  debating-power,  financial  knowledge, 
and  parliamentary  ability  from  this  side  of 
the  House  ?    It  is  a  terrible  oonfession  of  their 
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vre&kness.  Now  for  my  honourable  friend, 
iffi  may  be  permitted  to  note  one  or  two  of 
his  remarks.  Sir,  he  pointed  out,  as  I  say, 
that  the  revenue  during  the  preceding  months 
of  the  financial  year  had  not  been  elastic — 
that  it  had  been  less  than  the  revenue  of 
the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding 
year ;  and  therefore  be  said  it  is  only  reason- 
able to  assume  that  we  are  going  straight  to  a 
deficit.  Now,  it  is  a  most  unfortunate  thing 
that  we  have  had  to  meet  exactly  this  ar- 
gument before,  and  the  result  of  the  use  of 
this  argument  has  been  terribly  destructive  to 
honourable  gentlemen  who  accused  us  of  going 
straight  to  a  deficit.  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  remember  a  speech  made  in  1892  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  George  Ricnardson — how  he  gave 
us  the  revenue  month  after  month,  and  how  he 
prognosticated  what  the  result  would  be  1  Does 
he  remember  the  words  which  Sir.  Bichardson 
used  then  —  words  which  became  proverbial 
for  years  afterwards — namely,  that  we  were 
"  galloping  to  a  deficit "  7 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No;  Bolleston. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No ;  pardon  me,  it  was  Mr. 
Richardson.  Mr.  RoUeston  never  used  those 
words :  and  thereby  hangs  a  tale.  They  were 
used  in  the  Press  Association's  summary  of  Mr. 
RoUeston's  Halswell  speech,  but  Mr.  Rolleston 
never  did  use  them.  He  forgot  to  use  them. 
He  meant  to  use  them,  and  they  were  put  into 
the  Press  Association's  summary  of  his  speech. 
Unhappily  he  forgot  to  use  them,  but  they 
went  through  the  colony  all  the  same.  The 
man  who  really  did  use  them,  and  from  whom 
Mr.  Rolleston  did  borrow  them  —  for  those 
honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  are  always 
borrowing— the  man  from  whom  Mr.  Rolleston 
meant  to  borrow  them  was  the  then  member 
for  Mataura,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson;  and  he 
based  his  remarks  on  this :  that,  because  the 
revenue  for  the  first  four  months  had  fallen, 
Mr.  Ballance's  Government  were  galloping  to  a 
deficit.  We  accepted  the  challenge,  and  said 
if  he  was  right  and  we  were  wrong  he  and  his 
party  were  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the 
country  as  its  financiers,  and  that  we  should  be 
no  longer  entitled  to  it.  What  was  the  re- 
sult ?  Instead  of  galloping  to  a  deficit  we  were 
able  to  come  down  next  year  with  a  surplus  un- 
precedented in  New  Zealand.  I  should  think 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  House  at  the  time,  would 
have  been  warned  by  the  deplorable  disaster 
— the  awful  cropper  come  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  and  that  he  would  not 
have  made  the  same  mistake. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— Time  will  show. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  accept  that.  Time 
will  show,  as  time  has  shown.  If  time  shows 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  right  and 
the  Treasurer  is  wrong,  of  course  he  will  be 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and 
we  shall  not;  but  again  and  again  time  has 
shown  that  their  prophecies  are  wrong,  and 
that  we  have  turned  out  right.  I  th^  we 
are  entitled  to  say  to  our  friends  and  our  sup- 
porters outside  that  time  is  on  our  side,  and 
that  time  will  again  show  that  we  are  right. 
Mr.  Reeves 


Then  the  honourable  gentleman  went  on. 
Passing  from  melodrama,  he  indulged  in  a 
little  argument.  He  said  that  certain  money 
was  placed  in  the  savings-banks  to  a  consider- 
able amount  by  investors,  and  that  we  were 
getting  the  use  of  that  money  for  nothing,  since 
it  was  there  without  interest ;  and  what  aid  ouk 
proposal  amount  to  but  simply  this :  that  w» 
were  going  to  take  that  money  out  of  the 
Savings-Bank,  use  it,  and  pay  i  per  cent,  in- 
terest upon  the  very  money  which  was  in  tha 
Savings-Bank,  and  which  we  were  now  getting; 
the  use  of  for  no  interest  at  sJl?  He  asked, 
whether  that  was  fair  to  the  taxpayer.  No  ;  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  the  taxpayer  i£ 
we  were  getting  the  use  of  that  money  withoair 
paying  interest.  But  it  unfortunately  happens 
that,  though  it  is  in  the  Savings-Bank  at  call, 
it  is  there  in  such  a  way  that  we  cannot  make 
use  of  it  in  a  profitable  manner.  Therefore  wa 
are  not  getting  the  use  of  it  without  paying 
interest.  But,  if  we  get  it,  and  pay  4  per  cent, 
interest  on  it,  we  shall  not  be  making  a  bad 
bargain  by  the  transfer.  That  disproves  tb» 
honourable  gentleman's  argument  in  that  pac> 
ticular. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— That  is  poor. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Well,  it  may  be  poor,  but  it- 
is  true ;  and  the  honourable  member  for  Pate» 
may  be  dramatic,  but  he  is  not  correct.  There- 
fore I  take  it  that  my  argument  is  more  useful 
than  bis.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to  lecture  the  Treasurer  about  having  re- 
ferred to  the  English  Consols,  and  spoke  of 
the  English  debt  SiS  though  it  was  somethinf; 
superior  to  anything  that  we  borrow.  Why? 
Because  it  was  a  war  debt  raised  at  times  ot 
emergency  and  panic?  Does  that  maJce  it 
better?  On  the  contrary,  it  makes  it  very 
much  worse.  That  money  was  raised  by  the 
million,  the  score  of  millions,  the  hundreds  o£ 
millions  to  waste,  to  throw  it  into  the  sea,  to 
use  it  in  subsidising  German  princes  and  Con- 
tinental emperors  to  lose  battles  against  the 
Great  Napoleon.  Just  because  we  wish  to  raiae 
a  certain  small  sum  of  money  in  the  same  way 
to  spend  in  a  useful  and  productive  msoiner,  is 
that  method  in  any  way  inferior  to  the  Eng- 
lish method?  That  is  a  line  of  argument  I 
am  totally  unable  to  follow.  Raising  money 
by  Consols  is  financing — a  sound  method  of 
raising  money.  Raising  money  by  Consols  to 
spend  in  war  is  a  had  method  of  wasting 
money.  Raising  money  by  Consols  to  use  as 
we  intend  to  use  it  is  a  good  method  of  using 
money,  and  is  in  no  way  comparable  to  the. 
hideous  waste  of  money  in  war. 

Mr.  BELL. — You  call  it  raising  money? 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  call  it  raising  money. 

Mr.  BELL. — It  is  raising  money. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes,  it  is.  And  new  let  ua. 
come  to  that  very  point  about  raising  money. 
What  is  all  this  fuss  about  ?  Why  is  all  this, 
unmeasured  language  used  with  regard  to  Ck 
fresh  borrowing  policy,  loading  the  backs  of  the 
taxpayers  with  debt,  plunging  the  colony  into- 
fresh  millions,  adding  ourdens  to  the  shoulders 
of  posterity,  and  so  on,  and  so  on  ?  What  doss 
all  (his  mean  ?     What  does  it  amount  to  ?     It 
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is  quite  true  we  are  going  to  raise  money  in 
this  way ;  bat  we  are  not,  by  raising  this 
money,  going  to  increase  the  indebtedness  of 
the  oonntiy.  If  this  Consols  Bill  is  not  passed, 
it  will  not  make  the  very  least  difference  in  the 
amoont  of  money  we  raise,  and  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on  that  side  and  on  this  side  must 
recognise  that.  This  is  merely  a  question  of 
how  we  are  going  to  raise  the  money.  The 
money  has  to  be  raised,  and  other  Bills  are  to 
be  passed  by  this  House  to  enable  us  to  spend 
it.  The  expenditure  is  to  be  limited,  and  to  be 
regulated  by  those  other  Bills,  as  honourable 
gentlemen  are  aware.  It  is  simply  a  question 
of  faow  the  money  is  to  be  raised. 

An  Hon.  Mexbeb. — It  is  additional. 

ilr.  BEEVES.— No.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
not  power  to  raise  additional  money  at  all,  but 
merely  a  power  to  vary  the  method  by  which 
we  shall  raise  money.  I  have  not,  Sir,  been 
allowed  to  get  out  three  sentences  without 
at  least  half  a  dosen  interruptions,  and, 
though  I  do  not  mind  one  interruption  at 
a  time,  it  is  really  difficult  to  get  on  when 
there  are  six  or  seven  voices  interrupting  at 
once.  But  to  continue.  I  say  again  it  is  not 
a  question  under  this  BUI  of  raising  one  addi- 
tional sixpence.  If  this  Bill  is  not  passed  we 
■hall  still  raise  exactly  as  many  thousands  of 
pounds  as  we  propose  to  raise  by  it,  but  it 
will  be  raised  in  a  difierent  way.  It  is  ridicu- 
lous and  idle  to  pretend  that,  for  example,  if, 
instead  of  raising  money  by  Oonsols  and  re- 
deeming the  Treasury  bills,  we  go  on  raising 
money  by  Treasury  bills,  that  will  make  a  dif- 
ference in  the  total  indebtedness.  You  will 
have  Treasury  bills  instead  of  Consols — that  is 
all.  Or,  again,  it  is  equally  ridiculous  to  say 
that  if  it  is  raised  by  debentures  instead  of  by 
Consols  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  will 
be  altered.  It  will  not  be  altered.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  will  simply  be  debentures 
instead  of  Consols.  The  question  is,  whether 
you  are  prepared  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
Consols  or  Treasury  bills  or  a  certain  number 
of  debentures,  and,  argue  as  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  will,  they  cannot  alter  it  or 
change  it  from  that.  The  indebtedness  of 
the  colony  will  be  the  same,  but  the  method 
of  raising  some  of  the  money  may  be  dif- 
ferent. Now,  the  House  can  make  its  choice  ; 
what  we  have  now  to  do  is  to  consider  the 
method  of  raising  the  money  by  Consols.  If 
that  is  a  bad  method,  and  not  equal  to  raising 
money  by  Treasury  bills  or  delientnres,  then 
throw  this  Bill  out.  But  if  raising  the  money 
1^  Conaols  is  in  itself  a  sound  accepted  finan- 
oial  method  of  getting  money,  then  I  see  no 
reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  pass.  Very  well. 
Now  I  come  to  the  argument  which  has  been 
brought  to  bear  against  the  raising  of  money 
by  Consols.  That,  I  say,  is  fair  argument. 
If  what  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  said  is  correct,  then  I  say  that  is  a  fair 
reason  for  throwing  the  Bill  out ;  because  he 
a^ned  that  the  mere  raising  of  money  in  this 
way  by  Consols  is  a  bad  thing.  He  says  it  will 
deplete  the  banks ;  it  will  interfere  with  enter- 
prise;  it  will  interfere  with  industry;   it  ia 


looking  up  the  savings  of  the  people,  and  divert* 
ing  them  from  ordinary  commercial  and  indus* 
trial  chaimels. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  That  was  not  my 
argument. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  was  what  I  said. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  said  that, 
but  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  took  up 
the  same  line. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Very  well;  the  argument 
was  used  by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City,  and  it  is  a  fair  argument  to  bring  against 
the  Bill.  It  was  something  like  argument, 
not  mare  melodrama  or  humbug.  If  it  is 
correct,  I  say  it  is  strong  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  not  be  passed.  But  I  see  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  it  will  prove  correct.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  totally  wrong  to  say  that, 
if  money  is  put  into  Consols,  it  will  be  taken 
away  from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Every 
ten-pound  note  put  into  Consols  will  not  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  neces- 
sarily, or  out  of  any  other  bank.  The  chancea 
are  that  a  good  deal  would  not  oome  out  of  the 
bonks  at  all.  The  chances  are  that  some  of  it 
is  not  invested  in  any  way.  I  have  it  as  the 
opinion  of  experienced  people  connected  with 
financial  institutions  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  in  New  Zealand  which 
is  not  in  any  financial  institutions ;  which 
is  not  being  invested  or  made  use  of  at  all; 
which  is  simply  being  hoarded  up  through 
lack  of  confidence  in  financial  institutions — 
lack  of  confidence  caused  by  the  great  disas- 
ters and  panics  in  Australia.  That  money 
will  come  into  the  Oovemment  coffers;  and 
there  is  other  money,  no  doubt,  that  will  do 
so.  Some  of  the  money  lying  at  the  Post- Office 
Savings-Bank  at  call  will  come  in,  ani  no  doubt 
sums  invested  in  other  ways  will  come  in,  and 
I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not.  If  the 
people  want  safe  investments,  why  should  not 
the  State  find  the  safest  investments  for  them  ? 
Why  should  we  not  take  care  of  our  people  ? 
Why,  if  people  want  a  safe  investment  for 
thrift,  should  we  not  find  it  for  them  7  I  say, 
undoubtedly,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  do 
that,  and  that  there  is  no  duty  which  the  State 
can  more  wisely  or  fairly  undertake  than  that. 
The  State  can  do  it  better  than  any  private  in- 
stitution can  do  it,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  do  it,  or  why  the  House  should 
not  support  us  in  doing  it.  But  about  the 
question  of  the  banks,  so  far  from  this  scheme 
taking  something  out  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land it  will  put  something  in  its  way.  The 
money  that  comes  into  the  pocket  of  the  State 
by  way  of  Consols,  every  sovereign  of  it,  will  find 
its  way  into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  for 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  the  institution 
with  which  we  do  business  and  into  which  our 
money  is  paid.  It  is  also  the  institution  with 
which  our  financial  offices  do  business  —  the 
financial  offices  which  hold  Treasury  bills  ;  and 
therefore  if  we  redeem  those  Treasury  bills  a 
good  deal  of  that  money  will  indirectly  find  Ita 
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viaj  to  the  bank.  There  is  no  reason  to  think 
for  a  moment  that  this  scheme  will  in  any  way 
weaken  or  deplete  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
As  regards  the  other  banks — ah  I  that  is  another 
story.  But  do  these  foreign  banks  always 
use  all  the  New  Zealand  money  deposited  in 
them  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  industry 
and  enterprise  in  New  Zealand?  What  do 
the  figures  show  7  That  there  is  a  drain — an 
old  drain,  and  a  considerable  drain — of  New 
JZealand  money  out  of  this  country  through 
these  same  foreign  banks.  There  may  be  a 
-difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
drain.  It  may  be  exaggerated.  I  think  there 
have  been  occasions  on  which  and  newspapers 
in  which  it  has  been  exaggerated,  but  that  the 
drain  has  existed,  and  has  been  a  real  one,  is 
tmdoubted,  and  figures  prove  it. 

Mr.  BELL.— No. 

Mr.  BEEVES. — I  have  the  opinion  of  men. 
Sir,  who  have  taken  an  attitude  almost  as 
friendly  as  that  of  the  second  member  for 
Wellington  City  towards  these  foreign  banks. 

Mr.  BELL. — They  were  wrong. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— That,  of  course,  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.    I  say,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 

.  o  f.  reason  to  suppose  that  this  system  of 
'  '  Consols  is  either  unsound  in  itself  or 
likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  State  bank  of 
Kew  Zealand — by  State  bank  I  mean  the  Bonk 
of  Now  Zealaud ;  and,  as  to  foreign  banks,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  on  the  whole  they 
«an  take  care  of  themselves.  They  are  not 
weak  institutions,  and  a  question  of  £50,000  or 
£100,000  will  not  ruin  them.  The  suggestion 
that  a  whole  million  is  to  come  out  of  them, 
and  to  come  in  a  hurry,  will  not  hold  water. 
It  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  a  million 
of  capital  will  be  taken  up,  at  any  rate,  in  a 
burry.  The  taking-up  of  a  million  by  New 
Zealand  investors  will  bo  a  matter  of  many 
months,  and,  as  I  said  before,  the  greater  part 
will  not  come  out  of  the  banks  at  all,  and,  of 
that  which  does,  only  a  portion  will  come  out 
of  foreign  banks.  Aa  to  what  may  come  out  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  that  and  a  great 
deal  more  will  go  back  into  that  bank.  For 
that  reason  there  is  no  cause  for  thinking  that 
the  system  will  interfere  with  enterprise,  or 
with  the  financial  institutions  of  the  colony. 
This  in  itself  is  a  safe  and  accepted  method 
of  raising  money;  we  have  the  English  ex- 
ample for  this,  and  therefore  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  why  on  this  account  the  Bill  should 
be  rejected.  I  have  already  dealt  with  the 
point  of  whether  this  means  additional  bor- 
rowing or  an  additional  burden  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  taxpayers.  It  is  merely  a  question  of 
the  method  by  which  money  is  to  be  raised, 
the  authority  for  using  which  will  be  given 
by  the  House  in  other  Bills.  Before  I  sit 
down  let  me  say  a  word  or  two  about  the 
attacks  made  on  the  general  principle.  A  great . 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  platform  pledges 
of  those  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay  undertook  to  tell 
as  what  our  pledges  to  our  constituents  have 
been,  and  what  our  duty  is  to  those  who  sent  us 
here.  It  is  quite  true  we  ought  to  keep  oui 
Mr,  Reeves 


pledges,  and  that  we  ought  to  remember  oar 
duty  to  our  constituents ;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  Liberal  electors  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  go  to  the  honourable' member  for  Hawked 
Bay  as  an  authority  on  the  conduct  of  their 
representatives,  and  I  am  inclined  to  tbink 
they  will  not  look  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man as  precisely  the  person  to  teach  us  what 
is  our  duty  towards  our  constituents.  He  and 
his  friends  have  done  nothing  during  the  laat 
three  years  except  to  reproach  us  with  having 
broken  our  pledges  and  forgotten  our  dnty  to 
our  constituents.  They  have  constantly  told 
us  what  our  duty  was. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Why  did  you  not  take 
our  advice  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Because  if  we  had  we  shotild 
have  forgotten  what  our  duty  was,  and  we 
should  certainly  not  have  got  that  renewal  of 
confidence  from  the  constituencies  last  year 
which  they  were  good  enough  to  give  as.  Be- 
member  that  we  went  back  to  our  constitu- 
ents last  November  after  having  done  for  three 
years  everything  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  bis  friends  said  we  ought  not  to  do,  and 
having  refused  to  do  everything  they  said  we 
ought  to  do ;  and,  in  face  of  this  deplorable 
obstinacy  on  our  part,  they  sent  us  back  with 
renewed  and  fresh  expressions  of  confidence. 
Then  they  declined  to  send  back  about  half 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen's  friends.  Thej 
rent  his  party  to  nbands,  and  sent  back  our 
party  stronger  than  ever.  Therefore  we  oar- 
selves  are  likely  to  be  much  better  judges  of 
our  duty  to  our  constituents  than  the  honoot- 
able  gentleman,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  take 
his  dictum  on  the  point.  What  we  were  pledged 
to  our  constituents  in  is  that  we  were  not  to 
have  a  renewal  of  the  borrowing  of  the  past. 
Did  we  pledge  ourselves  to  our  constituents  not 
to  raise  money  by  debentures  in  the  colony  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  land  ?  Do  our  constita- 
ents  say  that  what  we  have  done  in  this  way 
was  wrong  ?  On  the  contrary,  thoy  rctamed 
us  here  because  we  had  done  that ;  because  we 
had  not  hesitated  to  raise  a  very  large  lump  sum 
of  money  to  add  to  the  debt  of  the  colony :  I 
mean  the  £300,000  which  we  spent  on  the  par- 
chase  of  the  Cheviot  Estate.  Now,  if  you  like, 
borrowing  of  that  kind  was  an  addition  to  Uie 
debt  of  the  colony.  We  did  that.  Sir,  and  we 
went  back  to  our  constituents,  knowing  that 
it  was  perfectly  consistent  with  our  professions 
against  borrowing  in  England  in  the  old- 
fashioned  wa^.  And  our  constituents  said 
that  we  were  right,  and  they  sent  us  back  to  go 
on  doing  what  we  had  been  doing  in  the  past. 
Sir,  our  whole  policy  turns  on  that.  We  are 
going  on  raising  money  in  various  forms  in 
this  colony  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
necessary  works,  and  buying  lands  for  settle- 
ment, and  for  reading  and  bridging  in  connec- 
tion with  those  lands  for  settlement.  That  is 
the  whole  gist  of  our  so-oalled  borrowing  policnr. 
As  to  the  cheap-money  scheme,  the  principle 
of  that  was  laid  before  the  electors  at  the* 
general  election,  and  I  say  there  is  no  part  ot 
our  policy  that  was  so  universally  indorsed 
throughout  the   length  and   breadth   of   New 
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Zeftlamd.  Scarcely  any  one  had  a  word  to  say 
against  that.  As  to  the  details  of  the  measare, 
we  neTer  professed  to  lay  them  before  the 
people.  We  said  we  would  use  the  credit  of 
the  colony  to  raise  money  to  let  out  cheaply 
to  the  settlers  of  the  country.  The  cheap- 
money  scheme  means  simply  that  we  should 
nae  the  credit  of  the  colony  for  the  puraose  of 
reducing  the  burdens  of  our  settlers.  Is  there 
no  difference  between  that  and  the  borrowing 
of  the  past?  Is  there  no  difference  between 
borrowing  money  to  lend  and  raising  it  to 
spend  ?  There  is  every  difference  in  the  world. 
People  who  borrow  money  to  spend  generally 
end  in  the  Insolvency  Court,  but  people  who 
borrow  money  to  lend,  if  they  do  it  prudently, 
may  make  a  fortune. 

Mr.  G.  W.  KUSSELL.— May  I  ask  a  ques- 
tion. Sir,  in  reference  to  the  time-limit  ?  The 
Minister  of  Sdncation,  in  commencing  his 
speech,  stated  that  the  Government  accepted 
the  motion  before  the  House  as  equal  to  one  of 
no  confidence.  I  should  like  to  ask  your  ruling. 
Sir,  as  to  whether,  under  the  time-limit,  on  a 
subject  such  as  this,  members  are  not  allowed 
an  hoar.  I  would  refer  yon  to  Standing  Order 
103. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  aware  of  tho  Stand- 
ing Order ;  but  honourable  members  will  bear 
this  in  mind  :  that  when  tho  amendment  was 
proposed  it  was  not  intimated  to  the  House 
that  it  was  brought  forward  as  a  no-confidence 
motion,  iLnd  the  mover  and  seconder,  when 
speaking,  both  limited  themselves  to  half  an 
hour.  That  being  so,  and  as  neither  the  word 
"confidence  "  nor  the  words  "no  confidence  " 
appear  in  the  amendment,  it  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  competent  for  one  side  of  the  House 
to  say  that  it  so  comes  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Standing  Order  as  to  open  the  door  to 
speeches  extending  from  half  an  hour  to  a  fall 
hour.  Of  course.  Ministers  may  regard  the 
effect  upon  their  position  as  tliey  think  proper, 
bat  I  do  not  think  it  is  clearly  expressed  in  the 
amendment  that  it  is  intended  as  a  want-of- 
oonfidence  motion.  I  do  not  think  it  will  affect 
one  side  of  the  House  more  than  another  if  the 
rule  is  strictly  enforced  as  regards  the  half-hour 
being  the  limit  of  speeches  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  would,  of  coarse,  bo  out 
of  place.  Sir,  for  me  to  question  your  ruling, 
bat  I  may  say  that  my  colleague,  at  my  wish 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  has  stated 
that  the  GoTemment  are  bound  to  treat  the 
motion  as  a  want-  of -confidence  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  quite  understand  that ; 
bat  in  the  amendment  as  moved  and  seconded 
in  speeches  not  exceeding  half-hours  it  was  not 
oonveyed  to  my  mind  that  a  want-of.  confidence 
motion  was  intended. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSEUj.— I  only  wish  to  point 
oat  that  I  understood  the  Premier  rose  op  to 
intimate  that  the  Government  would  treat  the 
amendment,  when  it  was  moved  by  the  honour- 
aUe  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  as  a  vote  of  no 
confidence.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea 
asked  the  Premier  whether  he  intended  to 
second  the  amendment.  The  Premier  therefore 
■at  down ;  and,  on  the  first  opportunity  that  was 


given,  I  understood  it  was  met  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  with  a  declaration  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  regard  it  as  a  no-confidence 
motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  so.  I  think  the 
proper  coarse  is  to  accept  tho  Speaker's  ruling, 
and,  as  tho  first  two  speaker^  on  the  other 
side  have  only  taken  half  an  hour  each  for 
their  speeches,  I  therefore  accept  that  as  a  fair 
ruling,  and  I  shall  not  challenge  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  quite  willing  to 
accept  the  Speaker's  ruling,  but  I  regret  that 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Education  was  cut 
short  in  a  speech  which  was  one  of  the  weakest 
and  most  ineffective  I  have  ever  heard  him  de- 
liver in  this  House ;  and  the  same  criticism  is 
applicable  to  the  other  two  members  of  the 
Government  who  supported  this  Bill  to-night. 
It  has  been  a  continual  floundering  from 
begiiming  to  end, — one  member  of  the 
Ministry  contradicting  the  other  in  the  most 
ludicrous  way.  The  Minister  of  Education 
used  the  words  "  tragic  humbug,"  as  applied 
to  a  speech  delivered  from  this  side  of  the 
House  a  year  or  two  ago.  Why,  Sir,  this 
attack  upon  foreign  banks  is  nothing  but  draw- 
ing a  red-berring  across  the  scent.  We  had  the 
Government  assisting  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land a  short  time  ago  to  obtain  foreign  capital. 
Why,  then,  should  he  call  the  other  banks 
"foreign  institutions"?  The  only  difference 
between  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  these 
so-called  foreign  banks  is  that  they  do  rather 
more  business  in  the  Australian  Colonies  than 
in  New  Zealand.  "  Tragic  humbug  "  I  what 
could  be  more  worthy  of  such  a  term  than 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  from 
beginning  to  end?  He  went  on  to  speak  of 
the  motives  which,  ho  said,  instigated  the  at- 
tack to-night.  Why,  Sir,  there  is  no  stronger 
opposition  to  the  borrowing  policy  than  I  am 
giving  it ;  and  can  it  be  said  that  I  have  any 
business  connection  with  the  so-called  foreign 
banks?  His  remarks  are  nothing  but  hum- 
bug of  the  most  tran.sparent  character.  The 
honourable  gentleman  could  not  defend  the 
policy  of  this  Bill  upon  the  election  speeches 
of  members  on  that  side,  or  by  any  state- 
ment of  the  Government  throughout  the- 
country  during  the  elections,  and  he  has  had 
to  resort  to  side-winds  of  this  sort,  in  order  to- 
cast  reproaches  upon  honourable  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  regret  very  much 
to  say  this  is  not  the  only  occasion  on  which 
we  have  heard  similar  imputations,  simply 
because  honourable  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  feel  it  their  duty  to  condemn  the 
policy  of  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Why  did  you  not  do  it 
on  the  Financial  Statement  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — Because  we  wanted  ta 
do  the  honourable  gentleman  and  ourselves 
justice,  by  having  the  actual  policy  Bills  before 
we  put  our  views  before  the  country ;  and  that  is 
the  policy  we  are  following  up  now.  Sir,  the 
Minister  of  Labour  told  us  that  we  attacked 
the  policy  of  Mr.  Ballance's  Government  while 
he  was  in  olfice,  and  that  now,  when  we  acouse 
members  of  the  present  Government  of  depatt- 
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ing  from  that  policy,  we  still  continue  to  attsLck 
them.  Now,  will  the  honourable  gentleman 
«tate  that  we  ever  attacked  the  Ballance 
Qovernment  for  refraining  from  borrowing? 
Who  brought  in  the  policy  of  economy  and 
self-reliance  but  the  late  Atkinson  Qovern- 
ment 7 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  admit  the  Ballance 
Government  did  borrow  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— They  borrowed  on  the 
sly,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  it. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  twits  us  as 
to  the  phrase  of  "  galloping  to'  a  deficit." 
The  honourable  gentleman's  Government  and 
honourable  members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
'do  not  scorn  to  impute  these  words  to  Mr. 
BoUeston  long  after  they  know  he  never  used 
them.  These  words  happened  to  be  on  some 
notes  of  Mr.  Rolleston's  which  were  obtained 
by  the  Press  Agency,  but  they  were  never  used 
by  him.  Then,  what  a  spectacle  the  Minister 
of  Labour  made  of  himself  in  trying  to  make 
the  House  believe  that  we  were  actually  pay- 
ing interest  for  the  £10,000  deposited  in  the 
Post -Office  Savings -Bank!  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  we  were  actually  paying  inter- 
est equal  to  what  we  should  be  paying  if  this 
£40,000  now  lying  idle  were  taken  up  under 
the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  EEEVES.— Exactly  the  reverse. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Then,  we  had  some 
unintelligible  nonsense  about  the  difference  be- 
tween raising  money  under  this  Bill  and  raising 
it  in  England  for  general  purposes.  What  had 
that  to  do  with  the  question  now  before  the 
House  ?  Wo  have  been  trying  to  find  out  what 
the  Government  propose  to  do  with  the  money 
raised  under  this  Bill.  Wo  first  got  one  story 
from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  should  be 
an  authority  on  this  matter;  then  we  had 
another  version  from  the  Premier ;  and  we  had 
a  third  version  from  the  Minister  of  Education. 
Which  version  are  we  to  take  to  be  the  true 
one?  What  are  they  going  to  do  with  the 
money?  They  wish  to  have  it  without  any 
control  svhatever  by  this  House.  Then,  we 
were  told  that  raising  money  by  this  Bill  was 
not  increasing  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony. 
To  begin  with,  can  it  be  said  that  England  is 
not  in  debt  by  the  amount  of  the  Consols  which 
form  a  part  of  her  debt?  And  is  it  to  be  said 
that  under  this  Bill  we  shall  not  be  running 
the  colony  further  into  debt  because  some  of 
the  money — although  not  a  large  part  of  it — 
may  be  advanced  by  settlers  in  the  colony  ?  If 
this  Bill  passes,  and  if  the  money  is  raised, 
most  of  it  will  come  from  England,  just  as  hap- 
pened under  similar  circumstances  in  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales.  About  five  years  ago  I 
happened  to  be  in  Sydney  when  the  Victorian 
Government  pretended  to  be  raising  certain 
sums  of  money  locally.  They  were  going  to  be 
self-reliant ;  they  were  going  to  borrow  money 
in  the  colony,  just  as  the  present  Government 
are  going  to  do;  but  a  well-known  financial 
agent  there  told  me  that  he  himself, — and  he 
also  mentioned  several  other  firms, — was  putting 
in  an  application  to  invest  large  sums  of  Eng- 
lish money  in  those  Government  securities,  | 
Ur.  Buchitnan 


— and  yet  it  was  supposed  to  be  all  borrowed 
locally ;  and  what  he  said  was  this :  "  I  shonld 
be  glad  to  find  money  for  the  Victorian  GoTem- 
ment  at  1  per  cent,  less  in  England  if  it 
were  proposed  to  raise  the  loan  there,  bat  I 
am  still  more  so  to  provide  it  for  them  here 
and  to  receive  1  per  cent,  more  interest." 
So  will  it  be  here  under  the  proposal  to  raise 
money  locally  at  i  per  cent,  while  'we  could 
easily  borrow  in  England  at  8)  per  cent.  Why, 
in  ten  or  twenty  years  what  will  be  the  posi- 
tion ?  We  shall  he  able — and  it  is  not  a  wild 
expectation — to  barrow  our  money  then  at  2| 
per  cent.,  and  at  the  same  time  we  shall  be 
paying  4  per  cent,  on  the  debentures  under 
this  Bill,  with  the  prospect  of  doing  it  for  ■ 
good  many  years  afterwards.  If  the  Gotbis- 
ment  really  require  money  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  to-night,  why  do  they  not  go  in  an 
honest  and  mamy  way  to  London  and  borrow 
at  the  lowest  rate  of  interest?  That  is  what  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony  have  a  right  to  expect, 
and  that  is  what  they  ought  to  do,  instead  of 
following  out  their  old  policy  of  sly  borrowing. 
Then,  we  have  been  told  of  money  lying  un- 
used in  old  women's  stockings,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  many  other  absurd  hiding-places. 
Why,  Sir,  were  ever  such  ridiculous  stories  told 
by  men  occupying  the  important  positions  those 
honourable  gentlemen  do !  And  if  it  be  true 
that  we  have  large  amounts  of  money  lying  idle, 
who  is  to  blame  for  it?  Who  is  responsible  for 
the  want  of  enterprise  but  the  present  Qovern- 
ment ?  Then,  we  had  the  statement  made  over 
and  over  again  that  money  has  been  leaving 
the  colony  and  going  to  the  Australian  Colonies. 
The  Treasurer,  the  Premier,  and  the  Minister 
of  Education  all  harped  upon  this  string. 
I  have  got  an  authoritative  statement  here, 
derived  from  a  well  -known  financial  paper  pub- 
lished in  this  city,  in  which  the  imports  of 
specie  for  the  last  four  years  are  given  at 
£1,007,099,  and  the  exports  at  £596,896,  leaving 
a  balance  in  favour  of  imports  of  not  less 
than  £410,208.  And,  after  all,  these  figures 
show  nothing  but  what  we  have  a  right 
to  expect,  because  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land is  giving  4}  per  cent,  for  twelve-months 
deposits,  while  the  banks  over  in  Austra- 
lia are  only  giving  i)^  for  twelve -months 
deposits:  yet  the  Government  wish  us  to  be- 
lieve that  money  is  leaving  this  colony  for 
Australia,  where  the  rate  of  interest  is  1  per 
cent.  less.  But  if  it  be  true,  despite  what  I 
have  stated,  what  a  damaging  statement  it 
must  be  to  the  Government — that  money,  owing 
to  the  alarm  produced  by  their  legislation,  is 
going  over  to  the  Australian  Colonies  to  accept 
something  like  1  per  cent,  less  of  interest ! 
The  members  of  the  Government  could  not 
have  realised  the  effect  of  their  own  statement 
or  they  would  not  have  made  such  a  daxnaiging 
confession  as  that.  Then,  we  have  the  state- 
ment that  the  Government  is  borrowing  money 
to  assist  small  farmers,  who  have  hitherto  been 
paying  something  like  8  and  10  per  cent.  And 
yet  wo  are  in  the  some  breath  told  that  the 
owners  of  small  sums  of  money  have  no  means 
of  investment,  and  that  this  system  of  Consols 
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ahould  therefore  be  instituted  to  provide  them 
with  an  investment  providing  interest  at  3} 
per  oent.  How  is  it  that  these  owners  of  small 
•ams  of  money  cannot  find  investments  with 
ihe  farmers  who  are  stated  to  be  so  badly  in 
want  of  money  ?  la  it  to  be  said  that  these  two 
classes  are  unable  to  do  business  without  Go- 
vernment assistance?  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  does  not  understand 
the  financial  position,  and  that  he  and  other 
members  of  the  Government  have  floundered 
throngh  all  these  financial  Bills,  until  they  have 
landed  themselves  in  all  sorts  of  contradictions. 
The  Treasurer  commenced  his  speech  by  saying 
that  he  wished  to  enlighten  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa.  It  may  be  owing  to 
the  density  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  bnt  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man left  oS  I  regret  to  say  that  I  was  pretty 
mneh  where  I  was  when  he  started.  The 
faonoarable  gentleman  has  been  bringing  in 
Bills  on  all  sorts  of  subjects,  and  in  nine 
eases  ont  of  ten  he  knows  little  about  them, 
•nd  is  quite  unable  to  explain  their  contents. 
I,  like  other  honourable  members  in  this  House, 
was  pledged  at  the  last  election  to  a  non- 
borrowing  policy,  and  I  have  therefore  steadily 
▼oted  against  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  since  they  introduced  their  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Other  members  pledged  to  a 
similar  policy,  notably  members  on  the  Oo- 
Temmcnt  side,  have  forgotten  their  pledges ; 
hot  1  warn  them  and  other  members  of  the 
Slouse  that  a  day  of  reckoning  will  come  when 
they  will  have  to  meet  their  constituents. 

An  Hod.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  member 
(ays  "  Hear,  hear."  I  am  glad  indeed  that  the 
lumoarable  gentleman  recognises  what  he  has 
to  face,  and  I  wish  the  honourable  gentleman 
joy  of  the  explanation  he  will  then  be  able  to 
make.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  always 
been  harping  about  the  wickedness  of  borrowing 
and  squandering  borrowed  money.  He  con- 
denmed  the  Stout- Yogel  Government  for  con- 
tinued borrowing  when  in  office,  and  now  he  acts 
contrary  to  his  election  pledges,  and  is  support- 
ing the  Government,  who  have  departed  from 
the  policy  laid  down  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance, 
and  are  now  entering  on  a  plunging  policy  which 
Hill  land  the  colony  in  the  same  disasters  as 
when  the  Stout- Yogel  Government  were  kicked 

13  30  *"*'  °^  office  in  1887.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  say  upon  the  Bill.  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  the  honourable  member  for 
Hanke's  Bay  has  moved  his  amendment,  be- 
cause the  country  will  now  see  which  is  the 
borrowing  and  squandering  side  of  the  House 
— which  party  are  adhering  to  their  election 
pledges.  I  hope  honourable  members  will 
realise  that  we  are,  by  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government,  plunging  the  colony  back  into  the 
tame  financial  abyss  out  of  which  we  were 
dragged  by  the  heroic  action  of  the  Atkinson 
Government  when  they  came  into  office  in 
1887. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — ^Which  you  opposed. 

Ht.  BUCHANAN.— No. 


Mr.  Q.  W.  RUSSELL.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  taken 
upon  himself  the  duty  of  warning  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  of  the  great  responsi- 
bility that  attaches  to  them,  in  view  of  th^ 
■policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  not  the  first 
time  this  side  of  the  House  has  this  seasloa 
been  warned  in  this  way  by  the  other  side,  but 
I  beg  to  repeat  the  remark  I  mode  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  session,  that  we  may  be  ourselves 
trusted  to  be  the  guardians  of  our  own  con- 
sciences, and  left  to  face  our  own  constituen- 
cies. It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  drowning 
men  will  catch  at  straws,  and  to-night  we  have 
a  sample  of  that  kind  of  thing  in  the  amend- 
ment to  this  one  of  the  policy  Bills  of  the 
Government.  The  effort  that  has  been  mode 
time  after  time  during  the  present  session  on 
the  part  of  the  Opposition  to  detach  a  section 
of  the  Liberal  party  is  again  repeated,  and  will 
result  in  an  exactly  similar  way  to  the  previous 
attempts. 

Mr.  BELL.— We  do  not  want  them.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BDSSELL.— I  am  perfectly  sure 
of  this:  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
want  me  in  particular.  I  thank  him  very  much 
for  the  compliment,  and  can  assure  him  he  is 
not  going  to  get  me. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  did  not  mean  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  particular. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Then,  as  I  under- 
stand the  position,  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  constitute  the  Opposition  are  going 
solemnly  to  file  into  the  lobby  with  the  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  of  their  party,  and  all  the 
warnings  that  have  been  given  to  this  side  of 
the  House  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa and  other  members  on  that  side  are 
not  going  to  have  the  slightest  effect  as  far 
as  the  votes  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  con- 
cerned. If  that  is  the  position,  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  will  be  able  to  curtail  their 
speeches  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  de- 
bate, for  up  to  the  present  at  least  half  the 
speeches  on  that  side  have  been  warnings  to  us 
as  to  what  course  we  should  follow  in  dealing 
with  this  measure.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  a  great  deal  has  been  said  as  to  what 
the  policy  of  the  Liberal  party  was  three  years 
ago.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  1891,  and  in  that  Statement  the  policy 
which  is  in  this  Bill  is  clearly  shadowed  forth. 
Mr.  Ballance  said,  in  the  Statement  of  1891, — 

"  When  the  nature  of  our  obligations  will 
permit  it,  we  are  of  opinion  that  relief  should 
be  given  on  the  necessaries  of  life  now  paying 
duties  through  the  Customs ;  but  we  must  be 
certain,  while  the  great  object  is  being  reached, 
that  we  shall  have  sufficient  revenue  to  meet 
the  growing  demands  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  arising  through  the  cessation  of  borrow- 
ing large  amounts  of  money  in  the  English 
market.  For,  if  we  are  to  maintain  our  credit 
and  financial  independence,  borrowing  in  that 
market  must  cease ;  while  any  local  borrowing 
is  likely  to  be  confined  to  the  absolute  necessity 
of  carrying  on  those  essential  works  of  colonisa- 
tion, such  as  the  settlement  of  the  people  on 
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the  land,  on  which  depends  eo  directly  the 
prosperity  of  the  commanity." 

And  again,  on  page  11  of  that  Statement,  he 
said,  "  If  borrowing  in  the  English  market  is 
to  be  discontinued,  the  mesLns  will  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  oif  the  work  of  settling 
the  waste  lands  of  the  colony."  Therefore  I 
say  that  -when  honourable  gentlemen  on  that 
side  charge  the  Liberal  party,  as  has  been  done 
to-night,  with  departing  from  the  policy  Mr. 
Ballance  laid  down,  they  are  talking  beside  the 
mark,  and  seem  entirely  unaware  of  what  the 
policy  of  the  Liberal  party  was  in  1691.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  policy  incorporated  in  the 
Bill,  the  policy  of  borrowing  locally — for  it  is 
just  as  well  to  admit  that  it  ia  borrowing — the 
policy  of  borrowing  locally  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  the  great  work  of  colonisation 
throughout  the  country  is  one  that  has  been 
the  main  policy  of  the  Liberal  party  since  it 
came  into  power — that  is,  the  policy  of  extend- 
ing settlement,  making  roads  and  bridges,  pur- 
chasing land  for  settlement ;  and  as  funds  have 
to  bo  provided  for  these  works,  so  the  Govern- 
ment have  in  this  Bill  provided  machinery  by 
which  the  money  can  be  obtained  locally,  as 
well  as  by  debentures  on  the  English  market 
if  occasion  should  arise.  The  policy  of  the 
Liberal  party  has  been  one  of  progress  and  of 
development,  and  this  is  a  portion  of  that 
policy  which  is  now  being  brought  before  the 
country  for  the  first  time.  The  policy  for 
years  past  has  been  to  try  to  create  a  local 
fund,  and  to  endeavour  to  wean  the  colony 
from  what  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  described  as  a 
servile  dependence  upon  the  London  money- 
market.  Honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  desire  that  the  Government  should  bring 
down  a  proposal  for  a  two-  or  three-million 
loan,  for  they  know  that  if  the  Government 
were  to  do  that  the  effect  would  be  disastrous 
so  far  as  the  present  Administration  is  con- 
cerned. But  they  are  not  likely  to  be  satisfied 
in  that  direction.  The  Government  are  deter- 
mined cautiously  and  prudently  to  formulate 
their  measures  in  connection  with  the  finances 
of  the  country,  feeling  their  way  gradually,  and 
moving  step  by  step  in  the  manner  which  pru- 
dence and  statesmanship  would  dictate,  always 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  finance  of  a  young 
country  like  this  must  be  such  that  settlement 
is  not  retarded,  and  that  funds  are  provided  by 
which  the  great  work  of  colonisation  can  be 
continued  and  carried  on  with  success.  There- 
lore  we  have  in  this  Bill  a  policy  under  which 
the  funds  that  are  received  ore  to  be  placed  in 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  from  that  fund 
drawn  out  for  the  purpose  of  providing  em- 
ployment on  co-operative  works  and  on  rail- 
ways, for  the  purchase  of  lands  for  settlement 
Mid  of  Native  lands,  and  for  such  other  pur- 
poses as  the  general  exigencies  of  finance 
may  require.  The  Minister  of  Education 
clearly  and  forcibly  stated  the  position  when 
he  put  it  in  this  way:  If  this  Bill  is  not 
passed,  will  the  general  position  of  the  finance 
of  the  colony  be  affected?  And  ho  pointed  out 
clearly  that,  as  this  is  merely  a  change  of  the 
channel  through  which  the  money  was  to  come 
Mr.  G.  W.  Bustell 


into  the  Consolidated  Fond,  whether  the  B31 

was  passed  or  rejected  does  not  aSect  Hu 
general  position  so  far  as  the  finances  of  Uie 
colony  are  concerned.  Some  remarks  have 
been  made  as  to  the  interest  being  4.  per  cent. 
The  position  in  this  case  is  this :  that  by  bcs- 
rowing  money  in  the  colony  we  should  save 
the  cost  of  brokerage,  stamp  duty,  exchange, 
and  commission.  The  whole  of  these  costs  ajid 
expenses  are  saved,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  bring- 
ing the  money  out  from  London.  Tho  BUI 
before  us  will  also  provide  another  investment 
guaranteed  by  the  State.  I  say  decidedly  that 
the  Government  finance  does  not  depend  npoa 
the  passing  of  this  measure.  Therefore,  when 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  brings  down  an 
amendment  which  traverses  the  policy  of  the 
measure,  the  Government  are  justified  in  ask- 
ing their  party  to  stand  by  them  ;  and,  though 
there  may  be  from  time  to  time  diSerences  of 
opinion  in  the  Liberal  party  as  to  the  details  of 
measures,  yet  1  can  assure  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that,  when 
it  comes  to  a  fair  issue,  such  an  issue  as  is  now 
before  us, — ^when  an  amendment  is  moved  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  which  traverse* 
one  of  the  policy  Bills  of  our  party, — we  all 
know  how  to  close  onr  ranks  and  to  present  an 
unbroken  front  to  the  foe.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion ;  and  therefore  I  should  like  to  say  this : 
that,  while  the  Liberal  party  have  been  pledged, 
UB  I  have  just  read  from  Mr.  Ballance's  Finan- 
cial Statement  of  1891,  to  abstain  from  whole- 
sale borrowing  in  the  London  money-market, 
yet  what  the  Opposition  would  like  the  Libe- 
ral party  to  do  is  to  undertake  such  a  policy  as 
that.  What  they  want  is  a  policy  of  stagna- 
tion on  the  one  hand,  or  of  borrowing  on  the 
London  market;  and  I  think  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  satisfied  on  either  hand.  The 
Government,  by  measures  such  as  this,  are 
going  to  give  the  colony  a  policy  of  progress 
— the  means  of  developing  our  lands,  and  the 
continuation  of  works  to  provide  employment 
for  the  labourers  of  the  colony.  That  policy 
will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  general  progress 
of  the  country,  and  the  Government  are  going 
to  do  this  without  doing  what  the  faononr- 
able  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  wish — that  is,  being  forced  to  go  to  the 
London  market  for  the  money.  I  say  that  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  is  one  which  should 
command  the  support  of  tho  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  party,  because  it  ia  one 
which  is  carrying  ont  we  policy  that  was 
formulated  by  the  party  in  1891,  and  it  ia  a 
policy  which  will  result  in  general  progress 
without  going  to  the  London  market  for  the 
money. 

Mr.  BELL. — Sir,  what  is  the  use  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  trying 
to  mislead  the  House  in  this  way?  He  tall» 
as  if  we  were  all  children.  This  million  is  not 
to  be  used  in  substitution  for  the  moneys  men- 
tioned in  the  other  Bills  before  the  House.  The 
Minister  of  Education  tried  to  mislead  us  in 
the  same  way.  This  is  an  additional  million: 
what  is  the  use  of  pretending  that  it  is  notf 
The   honourable   gentleman   talks   a*  if  the 
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Tieasoiy  biUs  were  raised  in  London,  with 
brokerage,  and  exchange,  and  so  on.  That  is 
not  the  ease.  The  hononiable  gentleman  either 
does  not  understand  it,  or  else  he  is  trying  to 
Tninlnari  as  npon  the  qaestion,  which  is  really 
m»  simpla  as  A  B  C.  This  Bill  says — and  the 
IffiwiataT  of  Ejducation  had  to  admit  it — that 
they  are  to  raise  a  million  or  to  borrow  a  mil- 
Uon.  There  is  no  difierenoe  in  meaning  be- 
tween "raise"  and  "borrow,"  and  if  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  look  at  clause  7  of  this  Bill 
they  will  see  that  the  money  so  raised  is  to 
go  into  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  to  be  dealt 
witb  ae  the  Treasurer  may  think  fit.  That  is, 
it  is  loan -money  to  be  treated  as  revenne, 
instead  of  passing  as  capital  into  the  Public 
Works  Fond.  It  is  a  means  of  borrowing 
ZDoney  and  using  it,  not  for  a  specified  purpose, 
but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing 
the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  year.  And  the 
bonoorable  gentleman  tried  to  persuade  us 
that  it  was  not  borrowing  I  As  to  this  creation 
of  Oonsols,  the  Minister  of  Education  has 
told  the  House  that  the  British  Goveminent 
picoTided  Consols  for  investments  for  the  people. 
Why,  it  makes  one's  hair  stand  on  end  to  hear 
anch  things  stated.  Sir,  do  not  Ministers 
know  that  the  British  Goveminent  is  paying 
oS  Consols  every  year,  by  means  of  sinking 
fnnd,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions?  That 
piDoesa  may  have  been  stopped  for  a  year  or 
two,  on  account  of  provision  heing  made  for 
the  navy.  Do  not  the  Government  know  that 
the  debt  of  Kngl&nd  is  going  down  as  fast  as 
the  English  Government  can  manage  to  bring 
it  down,  and  that  there  is  a  specified  sum  pro- 
vided by  permanent  statute  annually  out  of 
zevenne  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  tbe  debt  7 

Mr.  WARD.— How  mnoh7 

Mr.  BELL. — Seven  millions ;  but  the  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  probably  knows  hotter  than  I 
do. 

Mr.  G.  W.  KXJSSELL.— The  unfunded  debt 
of  1892  was  thirty-five  millions. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  am  speaking  of  the  gradual 
ledoction  of  Consols,  and  the  process  by  which 
the  Mother-country  reduces  the  public  debt 
which  consists  of  Consols.  Does  the  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  suppose  tbat  the  Consols  of 
England  have  a  term  of  forty  years?  Does  he 
■appose  that  that  is  the  system  of  English 
C<mGola? 

Mi.  WAIIO.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BELL. — No ;  but  the  Consols  here  have 
a  deposit-period  of  forty  years.  That  is  not 
leaUy  a  form  of  Consol.  A  Consol  is  a  form 
nodn  which  the  Government  can  pay  off  at 
any  time,  while  the  public  creditor  is  not  en- 
tiUed  to  demand  payment. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL.— It  might  be  four 
hnndred  years. 

Mr.  BELL. — ^It  is  the  period  of  time  that 
the  ooontry  chooses  to  pay  it.  Here  you  take 
the  money  and  tie  it  up,  and  whatever  the  fall 
in  interest  may  be  the  country  is  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  Call  this  Consols  I  The 
Colonial  Treasurer -knows  better,  and  is  only 
calling  it  Consols  for  the  purpose  of  misleading 
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the  country.  The  honourable  member  for  Bio- 
carton  does  not  understand  it,  nor  did  the 
Minister  of  Education.  The  Premier  said  that 
the  foreign  banks  had  ([ot  the  money  and  were 
sending  it  away.  Is  it  that  the  money  has 
been  sent  away,  or  is  it  that  the  foreign  banks 
have  got  the  money  and  are  not  sending  it 
away  ? 

Mr.  SEDDOK. — ^I  said  some  time  ago  they 
had  large  sums  of  money  locked  up. 

Mr.  BELL.— Then,  if  they  have  sent  it 
away,  it  will  not  be  here  to  invest  in  these 
Consols;  and,  if  they  have  not  sent  it  awavi 
the  country  has  it  here  available  for  use  in 
ordinary  business.  But,  as  a  matter  of  faot,  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  quite  wrong,  and  ia 
making  a  statement  that  ha  very  soon  will 
have  to  withdraw.  The  figures  quoted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  are  quite 
correct. 

Mr.  SEDDON.--I  can  show  from  the  banks' 
own  statement  that  the  sum  of  £864,000  has 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  honourable  gentleman  will 
find  that  ho  is  quite  wrong,  and  I  will  only 
wait  for  him  to  make  a  specific  statement.  Ha 
has  got  into  the  wrong  box,  but  I  shall  have  my 
opportunity,  no  doubt,  and  I  will  then  prove 
that  he  is  wrong.  The  Minister  expects  to  get 
the  moneys  which  are  in  the  old  women's  tea- 
pots ;  but  I  do  not  believe  he  will  get  the  old 
women  to  invest,  as  I  do  not  think  this  form 
of  investment  will  be  attriustive,  and  I  will  tell 
the  House  why.  The  honourable  gentleman 
talks  of  "repudiation";  he  says  such  a  word 
ought  never  to  be  used  in  this  House,  I  agree 
with  him,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  he  and  his 
Government  have  been  engaged  in  repudiation 
of  the  very  worst  kind,  a  repudiation  of  their 
liabilities  to  the  poor  class  of  investors — repu- 
diation as  gross  as  it  is  possible  to  be,  I  cannot 
use  any  language  that  will  characterize  it  pro- 
perly. I  say  be  has  been  guilty  of  repudiation 
to  this  very  class  of  investor,  and  I  say  that 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  comes  to  view 
the  course  of  this  legislation  he  will  be  heartily 
ashamed  of  what  he  has  done  in  the  Public 
Trust  Office.  Let  me  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man what  has  been  done.  There  has  been  a 
Public  Trust  Office  in  this  colony  since  1872, 
when  the  office  was  created,  and  it  was  then 
provided  that  moneys  should  be  received  by  the 
Government,  becuing  interest,  which  was  pay. 
able  to  the  persons  who  put  their  money  there. 
The  colony  promised  these  persons,  if  they 
wonld  invest  their  monev  in  &e  Public  Trust 
Office, — ^they  were  mostly  people  with  small 
means, — that  they  would  invest  it  for  them, 
and  give  them  the  whole  interest  earned,  less 
commission ;  but  in  the  year  1891  the  Govern- 
ment introduced  as  a  policy  measure  and  per- 
suaded Parliament  to  pass  an  Act  called  "The 
Public  Trust  Office  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1891,"  and  in  that  Act  they  provided  that,  in 
lieu  of  paying  the  income  to  these  people  on 
their  own  money  —  first,  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  take  their  money  out  of  the  office ; 
and,  secondly,  the  Government,  instead  of  pay- 
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iDg  them  the  interest  Trhich  their  money  was 
earning,  would  pay  them  on  sums  less  than 
£8,000  5  per  cent.,  and  on  same  over  that 
amount  4  per  cent.,  and  they  would  seize  the 
difference.  This  was  nothing  else  bat  theft. 
I  should  have  a,dded  that  that  Act  gave  the 
guarantee  of  the  colony.  It  was  inserted  in 
that  Act  as  if  it  were  a  new  provision,  but  any 
honourable  gentleman  who  will  read  the  Act 
of  1872  will  find  that  the  guarantee  was  ap- 
parently given  under  that  Act,  though  it  is  now 
pretended  that  it  was  not  so  given.  They  said, 
*'  We  will  give  the  guarantee  of  the  colony,  and 
tn  exchange  we  will  seize  the  difference  in  the 
interest."  But  they  would  not  allow  the  money 
to  be  taken  out.  The  Government  solicitors 
opposed  the  taking  of  the  money  out  of  the 
Public  Trust  Office,  and  they  have  opposed  it 
successfully.  These  poor  people  have  got  their 
money  there,  Emd  the  Government  have  the 
use  of  their  funds,  and  are  paying  them  5  per 
cent,  and  4  per  cent.  But  that  is  not  all. 
Power  was  given  to  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
farther  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  at  any  time 
to  any  amount  he  thinks  fit. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Treasury  had  not  got 
money  for  the  last  twelve  months  from  those 
funds. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  honourable  gentlemen  are, 
apparently,  ashamed  of  it  themselves.  I  know 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  too  well  not  to  know 
that  he  will  be  thoroughly  ashamed  of  this 
transaction  when  he  comes  to  review  the  legis- 
lation, when  he  leaves  those  benches.  These 
are  the  honourable  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
previously  described  in  this  matter  as  being 
upon  the  highway  with  masks  upon  their  faces 
before  ;  but  the  masks  have  been  removed  this 
year.  These  people  whom  they  have  robbed  of 
their  full  interest  are  of  the  very  class  who  are 
supposed  to  be  likely  to  invest  their  money 
in  these  Consols.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  it,  however,  if  their  friends  know 
Irom  them,  as  they  are  fast  knowing,  how  they 
have  been  inveigled  and  entrapped,  and  then 
been  deprived  of  the  proper  earnings  of  their 
money.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  was  quite  right  when  he  said  that  the 
money  which  will  find  its  way  here  for  invest- 
ment at  4  per  cent,  is  not  the  money  of  the 
people  of  this  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
mau  will  get  his  money,  I  believe,  but  he  will 
get  no  money  from  the  people  of  the  colony  at 
4  per  cent. ;  he  will  get  foreign  money,  and  the 
interest  will  have  to  be  remitted  abroad.  The 
money  will  not  be  "  ear-marked  "  as  in  the  other 
Acts;  it  will  go  into  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  will  do  what  he 
likes  with  it.  He  will  get  forty-^ears  money 
instead  of  Treasury  bills.  That  is  the  differ- 
ence. The  honourable  gentleman  says,  "If  I 
do  not  get  it  in  this  way  I  shall  have  to  raise  it 
in  Treasury  bills."  Does  he  mean  to  tell  the 
House  that  this  million,  to  be  paid  in  in  forty- 
years  deposits,  can  be  used  as  Treasury  bills 
in  anticipation  of  revenue?  He  knows  better 
than  that.  These  are  not  short-dated  bills  in 
anticipation  of  revenue.  He  cannot  pay  this 
back ;  he  cannot  redeem  this  money.  He  is 
Mr.  Bell 


to  get  this  money  on  a  forty-years  deposit  as  a 
permanent  loan  to  the  colony,  and  it  is  non- 
sense to  say  there  is  any  relation  between  this 
money  and  Treasury  bills.  And  it  is  of  no  use 
attempting  to  deny  that,  nor,  in  fact,  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  attempt  to  deny  it.  A 
further  sum  of  £1,000,000  is  to  be  added  to  the 
permanent  debt  of  the  colony,  and  added  in 
a  way  which  makes  it  a  far  more  permanent 
debt  than  our  inscribed  stock.  It  is  to  be 
added  to  the  permanent  debt  of  the  colony  to 
provide  a  million  pounds  more  revenue  for  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  next  year ;  it  is  in  addition 
to  and  not  in  substitution  for  the  £1,500,000  to 
be  advanced  to  settlers  ;  it  is  to  be  in  addition 
to  and  not  in  substitution  for  the  £1,250,000 
for  land-settlement ;  it  is  in  addition  to  and 
not  in  substitution  of  the  other  £500,000  to  be 
borrowed.  It  is  not  money  to  be  raised  in  the 
colony  for  any  one  of  these  purposes,  but  it  is 
money  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  and 
not  for  the  purposes  of  capital.  Now,  is  the 
House  prepared  for  this?  Of  course  the  Gk>- 
vemment  majority  will  defeat  the  present 
amendment;  but  .is  the  House  prepared  to 
afiirm  the  principle  that  wo  are  to  take  capital 
in  this  way  —  to  take  the  capital  debt  of  the 
colony  and  apply  it  to  the  purposes  of  the 
year?  Occasionally  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  fund  Treasury  bills  which  have  been 
raised  in  excess  of  the  necessities  of  the  year. 
But  it  is  very  bad  finance  to  borrow  for  such  a 
purpose.  It  is  a  wrong  and  improper  thing, 
and  ouly  to  be  done  in  cases  of  great  emer- 
gency. It  has  been  done  once  or  twice,  and 
the  House  practicEklly  apologized  to  the  coun- 
try for  doing  it ;  but  nothing  of  this  magnitude 
has  been  proposed  before — to  deliberately  raise 
a  million  and  odd  it  to  the  capital  debt,  and 
apply  the  money  in  aid  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year.  The  Prodigal  Son  was  not  in  the  aame 
country  with  us. 

Mr.  REEVES.— That  is  quite  true. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  Minister  of  Education  says 
that  what  I  say  is  quite  true.  Indeed,  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  have  made  that 
observation  at  the  end  of  every  sentence  of  rny 
speech,  because  every  sentence  has  been  as  true 
as  that.  I  have  confined  myself  to  demon- 
strable facts.  I  have  only  to  satisfy  my  own 
conscience ;  the  consciences  of  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  do 
not  trouble  me  in  the  least.  I  have  not  said 
a  single  word  of  the  kind  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton.  I  do  not 
know  what  he  said  to  his  constituents,  and  I 
do  not  care.  I  know  what  pledges  I  gave  to 
my  constituents,  and  I  do  care  for  that ;  and  I 
know,  too,  what  those  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  Government  benches  said,  I  know  that 
they  went  to  the  country  under  false  pretences. 
The  money  raised  to  purchase  land  will  not 
.  Q  be  of  any  use  to  the  Treasurer ;  the 
'  '  money  raised  to  road  and  purchase 
Native  land  will  not  be  of  any  use  to  him ; 
and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  being  left 
out  of  this  scramble  amongst  members  of  the 
Government  for  borrowed  money.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Education  is  to  have  his  share,  and  every 
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ether  member  of  the  Gtovemment  is  to  be  pro- 
Tided  with  quantities  of  borrowed  money,  but 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  at  first  left  out. 
This  is  an  invention  by  which  foreign  money — 
not  colonial  money — is  to  be  brought  in  for  his 
nae  :  and  we  are  told  we  are  following  in  the 
fetotstepe  of  the  Mother-country  in  providing 
Coiuols  for  the  investments  of  the  people  I  The 
Mother-country  has  done  nothing  of  the  kind. 
If  it  provided  Consols  for  this  purpose  it  would 
increase,  not  decrease,  the  Consols.  It  has 
penistently  regarded  Consols,  not  as  a  method 
of  investment  for  its  people,  but  as  a  public 
debt  hanging  on  the  shoulders  of  the  country, 
the  weight  of  which  was  to  be  gradually  dimi- 
nished. We  are  day  by  day  adding  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people. 

.  Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Sir,  I  cannot  rise  on  the 
floor  of.  the  House  at  this  time  of  the  morning 
and  say,  as  the  last  speaker  has  said,  that  I  do 
not  care.  I  think  we  owe  a  responsibility  to 
one  another  as  members  of  this  House,  and 
that  we  should  care  for  our  promises  and  our 
pledges  to  those  who  sent  us  here,  and  for  our 
relation  to  one  another.  I  feel  to-night  in  a 
Tery  serious  mood.  I,  somehow,  have  got  it 
into  my  mind  that  we  are  proposing  to  go  too 
far.  I  cannot  get  that  out  of  my  mind.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  only  a  few  hours  ago  since 
we  became  security  for  two  millions  to  a  bank. 
Since  then  we  have  entered  into  a  further  en- 
EBgement  for  the  expenditure  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill.  We  are  now  entering  into 
another  engagement ;  and,  really,  we  are  talk- 
ing millions  just  the  same  as  if  we  were  a 
yonng  country  out  of  debt.  When  we  consider 
nnitedly  cur  total  indebtedness,  and  when  we 
also  consider  the  amount  we  are  proposing  to 
■dd  this  session,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
extreme  necessity  for  being  extremely  care- 
ful and  cautious.  The  Minister  of  Education 
was  very  jubilant  about  bis  debatable  ability, 
but  I  am  very  desirous  to  see  some  one  to  fol- 
low who  is  possessed  of  extreme  caution,  who 
will  look  before  he  leaps,  and  that  we  should 
not  enter  into  this  very  big  project  before  we 
know  exactly  what  the  consequences  will  be. 
It  seems  to  me,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  follow 
this  business,  the  matter  is  altogether  too 
aetioiis  to  talk  about  in  this  way.  We  hear 
statements  about  melodramatic  habits  and 
humbug.  Gentlemen,  this  is  not  the  time  to 
talk  in  tliis  strain.  If  we  had  treated  this 
bosiness  on  somewhat  more  cautious  lines,  as 
is  done  in  connection  with  other  businesses, 
and  said  that  we  would  start  the  first  year  with 
*  quarter  of  a  million  instead  of  a  whole  mil- 
li<ai,  then  we  could  have  gone  back  to  our 
constituents  and  said,  "  This  is  a  start  wo  are 
making,  in  a  most  cautious  manner;  we  are 
desirous  to  feel  our  way  as  carefully  as  we  can ; 
if  the  first  year  we  make  a  success,  we  can 
come  to  you  with  a  full  understanding  that, 
having  mode  a  first  quarter  of  a  million  a 
success,  you  arc  prepared  to  further  trust  us 
in  our  fatnre  parliamentary  life."  Some  of  the 
statements  made  in  the  House  to-night  are  to 
a  very  great  extent  true.  That  we  are  adding 
extra  hardens   to  the    future   generations   is 


beyond  all  doubt ;  and,  when  it  is  very  pro- 
blematical how  the  money  is  to  be  spent, 
when  we  have  no  idea  how  it  is  to  be  spent,  I 
think  it  is  saying  too  much  to  say  they  have 
reason  to  believe  the  House  will  vote  one  mil- 
lion without  any  knowledge  as  to  what  purpose 
it  is  to  be  devoted  to.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, in  all  the  circumstances,  we  are  taking  a 
responsibility  that  needs  further  consideration 
and  more  time  to  think  out.  The  Treasurer 
was  very  short.  He  seemed  to  think  it  was 
not  even  nooessaiyto  explain  what  he  proposed 
to  do  with  the  money.  He  seemed  to  me  to 
say,  "  Throw  it  into  our  pockets ;  we  will  ad- 
minister it  according  as  circumstances  may 
arise ;  you  have  no  need  to  doubt  but  what  we 
shall  be  successful."  Those  of  us  who  have  had 
any  experience  in  this  sort  of  business  know 
very  well  that  it  is  very  much  easier  to  spend 
money  and  to  lend  money  than  to  find  a  profit 
on  it  at  the  end.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  lending  money  is  very  risky  business,  and 
especially  when  the  money  is  lent  upon  the 
very  uncertain  lines  indicated  in  this  measure. 
If  we  could  acquire  any  knowledge  as  to  how 
this  money  was  going  to  be  spent  with  a  view 
to  its  being  reproductive,  then  we  might  explain 
it  away  to  ourselves  that  there  was  every  jus- 
tification for  entering  into  this  very  serious 
undertaking.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  follow  it, 
I  am  not  able  to  satisfy  mysalf  that  the  whole 
of  the  surroundings  justify  us  in  undertaking 
such  a  large  measure  as  this  at  one  meal.  As 
I  have  said  before,  if  it  had  been  half  a  million 
it  would  have  shown  that  we  were  not  going 
altogether  too  fast.  As  it  is,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  measure  that  is  brought  forward  having  a 
large  amount  of  responsibility  and  a  very  great 
amount  of  risk  attached  to  it.  Not  knowing, 
myself,  what  that  may  be,  or  how  we  may 
come  out  of  the  risk,  I  again  say  that  I  feel 
the  responsibility  is  more  than  we  ought  to  be 
asked  to  vote  upon  to-night. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  tne  question." 

Ayes,  38. 


Buddo 

Lamacb 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Camcross 

MasUn 

Kussell,  a.  W 

Caruell 

McQowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Collins 

McTiaohlan 

Steward 

Flatman 

McNab  • 

Tanner 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Hall 

Millar 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

TelUn. 

Houston 

Morrison 

McKenzie,  B. 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 
Noes,  16. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Bell 

Hutchison,  G. 

Saunders 

Crowther 
Eamshaw 

Lang 
Massey 

Smith,  a.  J. 

Fraser 

Mitchelson 

TelUn. 

Harris 

O'Began 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Bossell,  W.  B. 

Wilson. 
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Paibs. 


For. 
Cad  man 
Duncan 
OuinnesB 
Hutohison,  W. 
Joyce 

Mackintosh 
Pere 
Pixani. 


Against. 
Allen 
Stout 
Newman 
McGuire 
Duthie 
Green 

Kelly,  3.  W. 
Button. 


Majority  for,  22. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  HOth  September,  1894. 


Fiist  Beading— Third  Beadine— Lake  Fonyth  Drain- 
age Bill  —  Tramways  Bill  —  Hastinga  Borough 
Ijoan  Validation  and  Empo^rering  Bill— Shops 
and  Shop-assistants  Bill. 

The  Hbn.  the  Spsaxeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIKST  EEADING. 
Bating  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Kgaere  and  other  Blocks  Native  Claims  Ad- 
justment Bill. 

LAKE  FORSYTH  DRAINAGE  BILL. 
•  The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
he  had  promised  the  day  before  to  obtain  in- 
formation from  the  Surveyor-General  as  to  the 
position  of  the  land,  and  he  had  received  the 
following  memorandum  from  him : — 

"  The  lands  included  within  the  schedule  to 
'The  Lake  Forsyth  Drainage  Act,  1894,'  are 
Crown  lands  (see  section  107,  '  Land  Act,  1892'), 
but  any  proceeds  from  them  were,  under  the 
same  clause,  to  be  devoted — first,  to  adminis- 
tration; second,  in  payment  of  reclamation 
works;  third,  in  payment  of  funds  borrowed 
from  the  Little  River  to  Lincoln  Railway. 
The  lands  formed  part  of  the  lands  set  apart 
under  the  Second  Schedule  of  '  The  Ellesmere 
and  Forsyth  Reclamation  and  Akaroa  Railway 
Trust  Act,  1876,'  one  of  the  objects  of  that  Act 
being  the  reclamation  of  Lakes  Ellesmere  and 
Forsyth,  and  the  present  Bill  is  carrying  out 
that  idea  as  far  as  Lake  Forsyth  is  concerned. 
There  is  a  similar  Act  of  last  session  with 
respect  to  Lake  Ellesmere  —  '  The  Halswell 
Biver  Drainage  District  Act,  1898.' " 

He  might  mention  that  last  year,  as  he  hSid 
said  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  a  piece 
of  land,  amounting  in  area  to  two  thousand  and 
odd  acres,  was  given  for  Lake  Ellesmere,  and  it 
miight  be  contended  that  that  was  for  drainage 

Surposes  only.    But  he  had  explained  that  the 
k>unty  of  i^aroa,  which  had  very  little  at  its 


disposal,  had  expended  the  sum  of  £60  lait 
year  in  keeping  this  lake  open.  The  very  fact 
of  the  lake  being  kept  open  had  saved  the  road 
and  the  railway  to  a  great  extent,  and,  a* 
he  understood,  there  was  no  other  means  of 
dealing  with  Banks  Peninsula  than  what  was 
intended  to  give  them.  The  lake  was  kept 
open,  and  the  road  and  railway  would  be  pre- 
served ;  and,  inasmuch  as  Lake  Ellesmere  re- 
ceived two  thousand  acres  with  the  original 
grant,  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake 
Forsyth  thought  a  thousand  acres  would  not 
be  too  much,  as  the  whole  of  the  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  it  would  only  amount  to  abonk 
£40  a  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  explana- 
tion which  his  honourable  friend  had  obtained 
exactly  bore  out  the  statement  which  he  (Mr, 
Stevens)  had  made  to  the  Council  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  as  to  wfaloh 
statement  there  was  a  considerable  amount  oi 
doubt  expressed  by  honourable  members.  The 
fact  was  now  proved  that  this  land  was  the 
source,  practically,  from  which  the  colony  waa 
to  seek  repayment  of  the  over-expenditnie  of 
£50,000  on  the  Akaroa-Lake  Forsyth  Railway. 
The  sum  over-expended  was  about  £50,000,  and 
all  the  lands  within  that  area  were  the  only 
means  by  which  the  Government  could  gat  ra> 
stitution  of  the  fund.  Between  1887  and  1889; 
he  thought,  the  late  Government,  in  an  Aot 
called  the  Lake  Ellesmere  Reclamation  Act^ 
took  power  to  expend  a  certain  amount  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  drying  the  land,  which  was 
quite  unavailable ;  and  the  works  were  in  the 
main  successful,  and  a  large  quantity  of  land 
was  thereby  enabled  to  be  sold.  The  last  ao- 
count  he  had  seen  of  the  state  of  the  fund 
showed  that  there  was  a  liability  left  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund  of  £30,000  on  their  ad< 
yance.  But  what  he  pointed  out  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  what  he  wished  to 
point  out  now,  was  that  all  these  acreages  that 
were  taken  away  formed,  practically,  an  en- 
dowment to  the  railway  in  question.  It  was 
a  clear  loss  to  the  colony,  and  it  simply  meant 
the  giving-up  of  so  much,  which  was  the  only 
means  of  recovering  the  money  over-expended 
on  this  railway  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular 
locality.  He  thought  it  right  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  these  facts,  and  it 
was  entirely  for  the  Council  to  say  whether  it 
considered  it  advisable  that  these  Bills  shoold 
be  almost  annually  brought  forward  for  tht 
purpose  of  absorbing  the  remainder  of  these 
lands.  He  did  not  wish  to  move  any  amend- 
ment, but  he  was  rather  surprised  that  no 
reference  had  been  made  to  these  points  by  th* 
Select  Committee.  He  thought  the  Council 
was  now,  however,  in  possession  of  all  the  facto. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 


TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

IH  COMMITTEB. 

Schedule.  —  Paragraph 


23: 


Cat- 


Second 
riages. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved  the  ad- 
dition of  the  following  words  to  the  paragraph : 
"All  oartiages  and  rolling-stook  shall  havft 
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•attached  saoh  gnaids  or  oowoatehers  as  may 
be  oonsidered  necessary  by  the  Govenusent 
InspectoT  of  Machineiy." 
The  Committee  diviaed. 


Ayes,  8. 

Jenkinson 

Kenny 

Bigg 

Jennings 

MacGregor 

Stewart. 

KeUy 

McCuUough 
Nobs,  23. 

Aoland 

Grace 

Bichardson 

Btonicoat 

Kerr 

Shrimski 

Bolt 

McLean 

Stevens 

Bonai 

Montgomery 

Swanson 

Bowen 

Oliver 

Walker,  L. 

Buckley 

Ormond 

Whitmore 

Dignan 

Pharazyn 

Whyto. 

Feldwick 

Reynolds 

Majority  against 

IS. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

HASTINGS  BOKOUGH  LOAN  VALIDA- 
TION  AND  EMPOWERING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill' be  noa  read  the  third  time,  said 
its  object  was  to  validate  a  loan  of  the  Borough 
of  Hastings  made  in  1886.  It  appeared  that 
it  was  proposed  that  a  loan  of  £25,000  should 
be  raised  for  drainage  and  other  purposes,  and 
the  poll  was  in  favour  of  the  loan.  Shortly 
after  that  the  Borough  Council  obtained  from 
the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  a  sum  of 
£18,000  to  carry  out  these  works,  and  in  1892 
he  supposed  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  application  in  another  quarter,  and  they 
applied  to  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment for  that  amount  to  pay  off  the  advance 
to  tho  bank.  He  should  have  said  that  in 
the  meantime  they  issued  debentures  for  the 
total  amount,  and  the  bank  advanced  them 
the  money  on  the  debentures  to  the  extent  of 
£18,000.  Shortly  after  this,  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  Government  Insurance,  on  the 
Msomption  that  the  rate  would  extend  to  Is.  6d. 
in  the  ponnd  on  the  rateable  value,  and  that 
thai  shoald  be  the  basis  on  which  the  advance 
should  be  made.  This  was  assumed  both  by  the 
valuers  acting  for  the  Government  Insurance 
and  for  the  Borough  of  Hastings,  under  the 
Ifunicipal  Corporations  Act  of  1880,  sections 
46  and  189.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever  as 
to  tho  validity  of  the  loan  on  the  basis  of  the 
shilling  rate,  but  the  understanding  between 
them  was  that  it  should  be  on  the  basis  of 
Is.  GJ:  in  tho  pound,  and  ho  and  one  or  two 
of  the  lawyers  to  whom  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred had  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  under 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  there  was 
authority  for  that,  although  it  looked  at  first 
■ight  as  if  there  was  such  authority.  Now, 
the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Hastings, 
having  in  the  first  instance  proposed  a  loan  of 
£SSflO0,  for  the  last  twelve  months  had  been 
pressed  very  hard  to  obtain  the  further  loan,  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  the  works  ;  but  it  had 
been  held  that  they  could  not  get  further  ad- 
Tances  without   egislation.    He  need  scarcely 


say  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  important 
inland  towns  in  New  Zealand.  Probably  it 
would  become  a  Chicago  in  time  to  come,  and 
drainage  there  was  essentially  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment had  had  any  valuation  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Borough  of  Hastings. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  there 
ought  to  be  some  information  placed  before  the 
Council.  The  funds  of  the  Government  In- 
surance Department  ought  to,  be  most  care- 
fully managed,  and  not  squandered  as  they 
had  been  in  many  instances  in  the  past ;  be- 
cause men  took  out  policies  for  the  benefit  of 
their  wives  and  families.  He  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  for  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  lay 
some  information  on  the  table  to  show  that  the 
loan  was  bond  fide. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  be 
glad  to  furnish  all  information  to  the  Council 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  had  no  doubt 
it  was  all  right.  He  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  matter  himself,  but  he  had  heard 
it  spoken  about  by  people  outside. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
told  the  Council  what  he  did  know.  So  far  as 
he  knew,  from  statements  made  in  another 
place,  the  loss  in  connection  with  loans  by 
the  Government  Insurance  Department  had 
been  merely  nominal,  if  there  had  been  any 
loss  at  all.  This  Bill  was,  he  presumed,  merely 
a  validation  of  title.  He  did  not  think  they 
should  inquire  into  the  values  of  properties: 
that  should  be  left  to  the  Government  officials, 
who  he  was  satisfied  would  act  carefully. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought,  if  in- 
quiries were  made  into  the  statement  that  the 
Insurance  Department  had  lost  money  in  con- 
nection with  their  loans,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  loss  had  bean  very  small. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  it  was 
only  right  that  honourable  gentlemen  should 
be  supplied  with  information,  and  he  would 
supply  the  information  required  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  when  tho  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 
On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  committed. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  they  had 
lately  heard  a  great  deal  about  trusting  the 
people  for  everything.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  liked  to  trust  the  people,  and  he  thought  a 
poll  should  be  taken  in  each  district  so  as  to 
ascertain  whether  they  really  required  the  one 
half-holiday  a  week^or  not,  and,  if  they  did,  to 
decide  upon  what  day  the  half-holiday  should 
be  held.  And  when  the  poll  had  decided  the 
question,  he  thought  the  minority  would  freely 
give  way  to  the  majority.  He  believed  the  Bill 
was  not  required  by  a  large  section  of  the 
community.  Because  a  few  shopkeepers  and 
assistants  wanted  a  half-holiday,  they  had  no 
right  to  grant  it  in  the  face  of  those  in  whose 
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interests  it  was  that  there  should  be  no  half- 
holiday  at  all.  In  San  Francisco,  where  they 
had  adopted  a  half-holiday,  it  resulted  in  the 
employes  being  paid  by  the  hour  instead  of  by 
the  day,  and  the  result  was  that,  instead  of 
being  a  benefit  to  the  shop-assistants,  they 
were  the  losers.  Since  then  action  had  been 
taken  to  get  the  Act  repealed.  However,  be 
that  as  it  might,  he  thought  they  had  no  right 
to  force  upon  the  public  any  half-holiday — to 
prevent  these  people  from  using  their  own  judg- 
ment as  to  whether  they  would  take  a  half- 
holiday  or  not.  He  would  certainly  oppose  the 
Bill  right  through  tmlesa  the  Colonial  Secretary 
would  consent  to  a  poll  being  taken.  There 
were  other  parts  of  the  Bill  which  he  objected 
to,  but  that  was  the  principal  objection  which 
he  hEbd  to  it. 
Bill  committed. 

IH  COMlIimCE. 

Clause  2. — Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BESTNOLDS  moved,  That, 
after  the  words  "  or  place,"  in  the  third  para- 
graph, the  following  words  be  inserted:  "where 
any  person  works  for  hire." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Adand 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Pignan 

Orace 


Bolt 

Buckley 

Feldwick 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 

Majority  for,  4. 

Words  inserted. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


Ayes,  17. 

Oliver 

Ormond 

Beynolds 

Bichardson 

Shrimski 

Stevens 

Swanson 
Taiaroa 
Walker,  L. 
Whitmore 
Whyte. 

KOES,  18. 

KeUy 
Kerr 

MacGregor 
HcGullough 

McLean 
Montgomery 
Bigg 
Stewart. 

HOUSE   OP    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  ZOth  September,  1894. 


Electorates— Mrs.  Clements  and  Another— Waikari 
Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Ciourt— Onm  Industry — 
Primary  -  school  Scholarships  — Railway  Work- 
shops Employes— Moanee  Floods— Fencing  Bill 
— BuUer  Coal-mines- Waihao  and  Waitakl  Na- 
tives—New Zealand  Consols  Bill  — Foreign  In- 
surance Companies'  Deposits  Bill- Licensing 
Bill  —  Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill  — Schoof 
attendance  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the   chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock, 

P&ATBBS. 

ELECTORATES. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  steps  at  once,  or  bring  in  a  measure  early 
Jtext  session,  to  amend  the  present  Bepresenta- 
Bon,  Mr.  ReyTwldi 


tion  Act  of  1887,  so  that  the  absurd  and  ridieit> 
lous  boundaries  of  the  present  electorates  BhaU 
not  be  perpetuated  when  new  districts  axe  allo- 
cated, but  due  consideration  shall  be  given  to 
community  of  interests,  facilities  for  coTninnni- 
cation,  and  topographical  features  of  such  new 
electorates  ?  There  was  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction existing  throughout  the  colony  at 
the  new  boundaries  last  election,  and  very  few 
people  understood  in  what  way  they  bad  been 
arrived  at.  They  were  more  like  a  dog's  hind- 
leg  or  a  crooked  fence  than  anything  else: 
neither  reason  nor  common-sense  seemed  to 
have  been  studied ;  and  there  were  such  diffi- 
culties in  finding  out  the  boundaries  of  Uia 
electorates  that  the  Commissioners  ought  to 
be  made  to  go  round  and  show  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  Representation 
Act  Amendment  Bill,  and  in  it  they  proposed 
that  a  special  Obmmission  should  be  formed 
which  should  adjust  all  the  electoral  boaod- 
aries  of  the  colony,  and  that  that  adjustment 
should  stand  until  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
population  of  the  electoral  districts  of  a  certain 
percentage  which  they  had  not  fixed  yet.  That 
was  the  law  as  it  now  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries. He  believed  these  frequent  chsbnges  of 
boundaries  after  every  census — and  naade  by 
persons  who  had  no  local  knowledge  of  the 
districts,  and  with  little  regard  to  comnaunity 
of  interests,  and  so  on,  for  these  questions 
had  not  always  been  taken  into  consider&tion 
— had  not  been  satisfactory.  A  Bill  dealing 
with  the  question  was  necessary,  he  thoughti 
and  the  Government  would  introduce  it  this 
session.  Though  he  did  not  think  they  would 
be  able  to  get  it  through  during  the  present 
session,  he  hoped  to  have  it  passed  before  thA 
next  census  was  token. 

MBS.  CLEMENTS  AND  ANOTHER. 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Native  Minister,  H 
he  has  made  inquiry  into  the  claina  of  Mrs. 
Clements  and  another,  set  forth  in  Petition  No. 
200,  Session  II.,  and  reported  on  as  follows  by 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  :  "  Petitionera 
allege  that  they  have  been  wrongfully  excluded 
from  their  share  of  the  Ngorara  Block.  They 
pray  that  the  law  may  be  amended  in  order 
that  their  claim  may  be  heard,  and  that  com- 
pensation or  other  relief  may  be  afforded  them. 
It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  petitioners  and 
other  witnesses  that  they  are  left  without  aay 
land  whatever.  The  Committee  is  of  opinion 
that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  Qovem- 
ment  for  inquiry.— 13th  August,  1891  "  ?  If 
inquiry  has  been  made,  what  was  the  result  of 
such  inquiry  in  relation  to  petitioners?  This 
Mrs.  Clements  was  the  mother  of  a  family',  and 
resided  on  and  had  an  interest  in  the  Ngarora 
Block.  He  was  informed  that  these  people 
lived  on  the  block,  and  yet,  when  it  came  to  ba 
adjudicated  upon  by  the  Native  Land  Courti 
they  were  shut  out.  A  petition  came  before 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  an  inquiry 
was  recommended  by  that  Committee.  He 
wanted  to  know  whettier  an  inquiry  had  been 
made  by  the  Government. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Goventment  had 
decided  that  they  oould  not,  as  a  Qorerninent, 
do  an;thiDg  in  Uiig  matter.  There  was  now  a 
Bill  before  the  Hoase,  the  Native  Land  Court 
Bill,  and  it  was  a  matter  for  the  Honse  to  deal 
with.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  move 
that  power  should  be  given  under  that  legisla- 
tioii  to  meet  cases  of  this  kind. 

WAIKARI  STIPENDIARY  MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT. 

Ur.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Joitice,  If  he  will  make  provision  for  a  monthly 
ritting  of  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Comrt  at 
Waikari,as  the  present  arrangements  for  hear- 
ing Court  cases  are  both  inconvenient  and  ex- 
pensive to  settlers  in  the  Waikari  and  adjoining 
districts  ?  He  had  been  requested  by  the  resi- 
dents of  Waikari  and  the  neighbouring  districts 
to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  The  Magistrate's  Court 
sat  once  a  fortnight  at  Amberley,  sixteen  miles 
■oath  of  Waikan,  and  at  Culverden  occasion- 
ally, twenty  nules  north  of  Waikari.  All  the 
eases  from  the  river  Humnui  south  were  heard 
hk  Amberley,  and  some  residents  were  called 
upon  to  go  a  distance  of  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  miles  to  attend  the  Court.  This  was  found 
to  be  very  inconvenient  and  expensive.  If 
occasional  sittings  of  the  Court  could  be  ar- 
Eanged  for  at  Waikari  it  would  be  a  great  con- 
Tenienee  to  the  residents,  and  save  a  great  deal 
of  expense.  These  sittings  oonld  be  held,  he 
believed,  at  a  veiy  trifling  cost. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  no  application  had  been 
leeeived  on  the  subject.  It  was  quite  true,  as 
the  honourable  member  said,  that  Amberley 
ms  sixteen  miles  from  Waikari,  and  that 
Waikari  was  twenty  miles  from  Culverden ; 
bat  there  was  railway-communication  between 
these  places.  Inquiries  would  be  made  of  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and  he  would  see  what 
ooold  be  done. 

GUM  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  MASSE Y  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
bave  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain,  through  the 
Agent-General  or  the  colony's  representative  at 
Um  Canadian  Conference,  the  cause  that  has  so 
diaastroualy  affected  the  gum  industry  ? 

Mr.  WARt)  might  inform  the  honourable 
member  that,  so  far  as  the  Government  had 
been  able  to  obtain  information,  it  appeared 
that  the  cause  of  the  industry  being  affected 
was  the  financial  upheaval  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  United  States.  The  Commissioner  sent 
to  England  had  been  requested  to  inquire 
into  this  matter  amongst  other  things,  and  his 
teport,  on  its  receipt,  would  be  made  public. 

PRIMARY-SCHOOL  SCHOLARSHIPS. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion.  If  he  will  consider  the  present  unsatis- 
factmy  system  of  primary-school  scholarships, 
with  a  view  to  increasing  the  amount  voted 
for  that  purpose,  imd  to  have  one  uniform 
■ystcm  of  examination,  doing  away  with  the 
present  provincial  system  and  opening  all 
•ebolanhips  to  all  the  papils  attending  the 


elementary  schools  in  New  Zealand  7  A  num' 
ber  of  people  recognised  that  the  number  of 
soholarsbips  was  not  fairly  proportioned 
throughout  the  various  education  districts,  and 
they  would  like  to  know  if  more  scholarships 
could  not  be  offered,  so  that  intelligent  lads 
would  be  able  to  win  their  way  in  this  arena, 
and  prosecute  their  studies  without  expense  to 
their  parents.  He  would  he  very  glad  to  get  a 
favourable  reply. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  understood  to  say  that  ha 
proposed  to  deal  with  this  question  shortly  in 
connection  with  the  secondary  schools. 

RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  the  Minister  for  Publid 
Works,  If  there  is  ^y  immediate  prospect  of 
the  men  in  the  various  railway  workshops  in 
the  colony  being  employed  full  time  7  He  had 
been  induced  to  put  this  question  in  con* 
nection  with  the  matter  of  the  rolling-stook. 
He  was  informed  that  there  was  now  work 
sufficient  to  give  full  employment  to  the  men, 
who  at  present  were  only  working  five  days  a 
week. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  to  the  effect  that,  as  already 
stated,  the  Commissioners  did  not  expect  to 
place  the  workshops  on  full  time  until  the  15th 
October.  That  was  the  earliest  date  at  which 
it  could  be  done.  He  regretted  that  the  occa* 
sion  should  have  arisen  for  the  Commissioners 
having  to  put  the  men  on  short  time ;  but  it 
was  better  to  keep  the  whole  staff  on  short  time 
than  to  have  to  retire  a  number  of  the  work" 
men.  He  was  sure  the  Commissioners  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  put  all  the  men  on  full 
work  when  there  was  work.  They  hod,  how- 
ever,  to  deal  with  a  falling  revenue,  and  conse- 
quently there  was  less  necessity  for  rolling-stock 
and  less  work.  The  ISth  October  was  the  date 
the  Commissioners  had  named,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  be  able  to  do  it  then. 

MEANEE  FLOODS. 

Mr.  CARNELL  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  has  received  any  report  from  the  Engi- 
neers on  the  best  way  to  ado^t  to  protect  the 
Meanee  district  from  floods  ;  if  so,  the  nature 
of  their  report  7 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  not  received 
any  report,  but  he  had  received  certain  informa- 
tion in  connection  with  the  matter  to  the  effect 
that  the  Engineer  was  taking  levels  and  pre- 
paring a  report.  It  would  be  ready  shortly, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  show  it  to  the  honour- 
able member. 

FENCING  BILL. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
When  he  proposes  to  go  on  with  the  Fencing 
Bill,  now  referred  to  the  Stock  Committee  7 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  he  hoped  to  put 
this  Bill  before  the  Committee  not  later  than 
Monday ;  but  a  number  of  the  members  of  that 
Committee  were  also  members  of  another  Com- 
mittee which  was  sitting  at  the  present  time  to 
inquire  into  another  matter,  and,  of  course, 
they  ooald  not  be  present  at  the  meetings  of 
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both  Committeea  at  the  one  time.  He  hoped 
that  by  Monday  he  would  be  able  to  bring  the 
Bill  referred  to  before  the  Stock  Committee. 

BULLER  COAL-MINES. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  asked  the  Government, 
— (1.)  Are  they  aware  that  220  men  have 
been  diamissed  from  the  Denniston  coal-mines 
within  the  last  few  days  7  (2.)  Are  they  aware 
that  a  population  of  from  four  to  five  hundred 
are  on  the  verge  of  starvation  at  Mokihinui, 
owing  to  a  dispute  as  to  haulage  rates  on  coal 
in  that  locality?  (8.)  Will  they  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  relieve  the  distress  existing 
amongst  these  coal-miners  and  their  families 
by  starting  relief-works  or  otherwise?  This 
was  a  very  important  m%tter,  not  only  to  the 
people  in  the  district  inunediately  concerned, 
but  also  to  the  colony  generally.  During  the 
last  few  days  220  colliers  had  been  dismissed 
from  Denniston ;  and  he  had  received  informa- 
tion that  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Mokihinui 
the  previous  evening  150  men  were  stated  to 
have  been  out  of  work  for  the  past  six  or  seven 
months  in  that  locality.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  see  his  way  to  make  provision  for 
these  men  to  get  employment,  and  that  the 
Government  would  make  some  definite  state- 
ment regarding  the  dispute  that  had  been  before 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  during  the 
past  six  or  eight  weeks.  It  was  time  that  some- 
thing final  and  oonolnsive  was  done  towards  a 
settlement  of  that  vexatious  question,  which 
was  causing  so  much  distress  and  misery  in  the 
locality  concerned. 

Mr.  3EDD0N  said,  in  regard  to  the  first  part 
of  the  question,  he  had  received  the  following 
reply  from  the  Inspector  of  Mines,  Weatport : — 

"Two  hundred  and  twenty  men  are  under 
notice  to  leave  at  Denniston,  but,  of  these, 
about  a  hundred  and  thirty  will  be  taken  on 
again,  leaving  about  ninety  who  will  be  thrown 
out.  The  reason  for  this  is  want  of  trade ; 
for  inst,ance,  last  week  only  two  shifts  worked. 
Information  from  Mr.  Jamicson  states,  regard- 
ing Mokihinui,  that  owing  to  intermittent  work 
in  the  past  the  people  are  very  necessitous, 
but  probably  three  to  four  hundred  was  a 
more  correct  estimate." 

Mr.  K.  McKENZIE  said  that  a  considerable 
number  of  men,  lie  believed,  had  left  the  dis- 
trict owing  to  the  dispute  under  discussion,  and 
that  unless  it  was  soon  settled  it  would  be  the 
means  of  depleting  the  district  of  its  popula- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  the  reply  from 
the  Inspector  of  the  district.  In  regard  to  the 
Granity  Creek  Mine,  the  Westport  Company 
had  applied  for  some  land  upoa  which  to  put 
their  buildings;  hut,  as  the  law  stood,  tnis 
could  not  be  granted  to  them  as  applied 
for.  There  was  power  given  to  them  to  obtain 
a  lease  of  the  land ;  but  the  non-erection  of 
the  appliances  was  the  reason  they  gave  for 
stopping  work  at  the  time.  Kow,  the  lease  of 
that  mine  had  been  held  for  ten  or  twelve  years, 
but  the  company  had  never  put  out  a  ton  of 
coal.  Tbe  question  was,  whether  the  State, 
having  imposed  conditions  as  to  output  upon 
l£r.  J.  iicKeniis 


ooal-mine  leases,  should  for  any  reason  allow 
those  leases  to  remain  unworked.  He  thought 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  Government 
must  insist  upon  the  output  conditions  being 
complied  with.  With  the  expenditure  by  the 
company  upon  this  mine  during  the  past  two 
years  they  had  now  got  the  mine  into  working- 
order,  and  therefore  his  remarks  would  only 
apply  to  the  time  that  they  had  had  tbe  mine 
before  the  last  expenditure  was  made  upon  it. 
With  regard  to  tbe  Mokihinui  Company,  that 
company  bad  been  unfortunate  ;  they  had 
already  lost  a  number  of  years,  and  very  little 
coal  had  been  won  or  put  out  from  that  mine. 
They  had  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in  oon- 
structing  a  railway,  had  purchased  a  steamer 
and  erected  a  wharf,  and  all  this  expenditure 
was  a  direct  loss  to  them.  The  colony  had 
spent  £86,000  in  making  a  railway  to  the 
mine,  and  now  that  that  railway  was  finished 
no  coal  was  being  put  out.  He  believed  the 
real  reason  was  want  of  capital  on  the  part 
of  the  company.  But  it  was  a  fact  that  tha 
output  conditions  under  the  lease  bad  not 
been  complied  with  by  the  company.  With 
regard  to  the  Mokihinui  Company,  he  said  the 
output  conditions  must  be  complied  with,  and 
notice  would  be  given  in  terms  of  the  lease  to 
determine  the  same.  The  old  Cardiff  Company 
had  held  a  lease  for  over  twelve  years,  and  had 
never  put  out  any  coal.  They  were  always 
wanting  communication  with  the  railways,  as 
they  had  no  means  of  getting  their  coal  away. 
A  new  company  had  been  formed,  but  they  had 
not  put  the  mine  in  working-order  owing  to  the 
disputes  as  to  the  price  to  be  charged  for  the 
carriage  of  the  coaJ  on  the  section  of  the  rail- 
way belonging  to  the  Mokihinui  Company. 
The  Mokihmui  Company  stated  that  they  were 
prepared  to  allow  coal  to  be  carried  over  the 
line,  and  whatever  the  final  adjustment  was  as 
to  the  price  they  would  be  prepared  to  accept 
it.  The  new  Cardiff  Company  had  refused  to 
go  on  putting  out  coal  or  to  send  it  over  the 
Une,  and  the  Select  Committee  had  reported 
upon  the  matter.  The  Railway  Commissioners 
had  made  an  agreement  for  a  year,  and  they 
could  not  see  their  way  clear  to  make  a  new 
agreement.  Therefore  a  dead-lock  had  oo- 
curred,  and  in  the  meantime  the  men  were 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  their  families 
had  been  reduced  to  the  verge  of  starvation. 

An  Hon.  Mbubbr.  —  When  does  the  lease 
expire  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  agreement  between 
the  Railway  Commissioners  and  the  Mokihinui 
Coal  Company  would  expire  next  June.  Tha 
question  was.  Were  they  to  allow  the  output 
conditions  of  the  leases  to  be  ignored,  or  should 
the  Government  insist  on  compliance?  It  was 
not  the  business  of  the  Government  to  interfere 
in  disputes.  The  company  had  undertaken  to 
put  out  coal,  and  they  had  simply  adopted  a 
dog-in-the-manger  policy,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  community.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  notioa 
would  be  given  by  the  Government  to  eaoli  of 
these  companies  that  they  must  comply  with 
the  output  conditions  of  the  leases,  and,  if  they 
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did  not  comply  Tvith  tbem,  then  it  was  the  daty 
of  the  GoTemment  to  cancel  those  leases,  and 
allow  some  one  else  to  work  the  minea.  As 
legaided  temporaiy  relief  being  given  to  the  un- 
fortunate people  out  of  work,  the  Minister  of 
Ltands  had  been  making  a  road  in  the  locality, 
and  he  was  at  present  inquiring  as  to  whether 
farther  expendltare  would  be  wanted  in  con- 
nection with  that  road.  If  further  expenditure 
were  required,  now  would  be  the  proper  time  to 
make  it,  in  order  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the 
people.  The  Qovemment  had  always  laid  it 
down  as  a  rule  not  to  make  work  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  work,  but  he  hoped  the 
Minister  of  lAnds  would  be  able  to  give  relief 
in  this  case. 

WAIHAO  AND  WAITAKI  NATIVES. 

Mr.  PABATA  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
'Whether  steps  have  been  taken  to  make  in- 
quiry as  to  the  advisableness  of  appointing  a 
medical  doctor  for  the  Maori  people  of  Waihao 
•ad  Waitaki  ? 

Mr.  SEDOON  said  that,  from  inquiries  made, 
he  believed  there  were  places  where  medical 
assistance  to  the  Natives  was  desirable,  and  it 
was  intended  to  recommend  that  Dr.  Oarland, 
of  Oamara,  and  Dr.  Barclay,  of  Waimnte,  be 
ofiered  £35  a  year  each  to  attend  to  the  Natives 
at  Waihao  and  Waitaki. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

ADTOUBNED   DEBATB. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  was 
considerably  interested  by  the  heading 
of  a  paragraph  in  the  Financial  Statement 
which  refers  to  "  the  thrift  of  the  people,"  and 
by  the  statement  in  the  paragraph  that — 

"  It  has  been  felt  for  years,  and  is  further 
proved  by  oar  periodical  bank  returns,  that  if 
farther  conveniences  were  afforded  to  the  people 
for  the  investment  of  their  savings  under  the 
xnarantee  of  the  State  a  large  number  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity." 

Now,  Sir,  I  am  not  an  authority,  and  I  do 
not  know  how  far  there  is  a  demand  for  invest- 
ments of  this  kind,  but  I  presume  the  Colonial 
Treasnrer  knows  ;  and  I  take  it,  when  he  sayg 
there  is  a  demand  for  investments  in  the  nature 
of  lavings-bank  investments,  that  is  so,  and  I 
give  him  all  credit  for  desiring  to  provide  some 
means  of  investing  moneys  in  a  way  similar  to 
the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank.  He  has  told  us 
tbat  a  la^e  number  of  people  would  like  to 
invest  their  money  in  the  PostOffice Savings- 
Batik,  bat  the  limit  of  £500  is  too  small  to 
enable  them  to  do  so,  and  that  trust  funds- are 
not  easily  invested ;  that,  in  fact,  it  would  be 
desirable  to  adopt  some  other  method  which 
■hall  mn  hand-in-hand  with  the  Post-Office 
SaviagH-Bank,  and  be  a  completely  safe  and 
aeenie  means  of  investment.  I  think  when  he 
made  this  statement  he  had  in  his  mind, 
perh^s,  the  French  system,  under  which  the 
peasants  and  other  people  of  that  country 
laigely  invest  in  Qovemment  securities ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  such  securities  are  con- 
sidered a  safe  means  of  investment  for  their 
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money.  The  fact  of  a  large  part  of  the  public 
loans  of  France  being  taken  up  by  the  people  in 
the  country  is,  I  think,  a  very  satisfactory  thing. 
It  leads  to  a  very  healthy  state  of  the  country's 
finances,  because  when  every  one  is  interested 
in  the  safety  of  that  finance  every  one  will 
take  moans  to  criticize  the  country's  finance, 
and  see  that  it  is  on  a  perfectly  safe  and  sure 
footing.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  naturally,  in 
looking  round  for  a  system,  desired  to  make  the 
system  as  attractive  as  possible :  and  I  must 
admit  he  has  made  it  a  very  attractive  one. 
The  system  of  issuing  bonds  or  Consols  in  small 
amounts,  which  pass  from  band  to  hand  in  the 
form  of  Consol  certificates,  would  be  a  very 
attractive  form  of  investment,  and,  I  think, 
would  be  used  a  great  deal  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  Now,  when  there  is  so  much  bank- 
ing agitation,  when  we  do  not  know  what  will 
happen  next  day,  when  the  unexpected  is  hap- 
pening BO  often,  with  such  disastrous  efiect  on 
such  a  large  scale,  there  are  many  people  who 
would  prefer  to  hold  these  securities  rather 
than  intrust  their  money  to  banks.  I  think  it 
would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  people  to 
a  large  extent,  and  be  adopted  by  them  as  a 
safe  means  of  investment.  But  we  read  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  with  regard  to  the  objects 
of  the  Bill,  tbat  "  A  Bill  will  be  introduced  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  embodying 
what  the  Government  believe  and  hope  will 
contain  only  simple  machinery  to  enable  the 
thrift  of  the  people  to  be  safely  secured."  Any- 
body reading  that  will  see  that  there  is  a  slight 
ambiguity  in  it,  but  the  main  point  in  that 
paragraph  is  that  the  Bill  is  to  contain  "  only 
simple  machinery  to  enable  the  thrift  of  the 
people  to  be  safely  secured."  That  is  what  we 
understood  the  Bill  to  be  brought  down  would 
be— that  it  would  be  one  only  containing  simple 
machinery  to  enable  the  thrift  of  the  people  to 
be  safely  secured,  and  for  nothing  else.  And 
further  on  in  the  Financial  Statement  we  read, 
"  The  Government  will  be  able  to  use  these 
funds  most  advantageously  in  promoting  the 
development  of  the  country."  How  this  will 
be  done  has  never  been  explained  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  Naturally,  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  expectation  as  to  what  the  Bill  would 
be  like  when  it  was  brought  down,  and  I, 
with  others,  took  an  early  opportunity  of 
seeing  what  it  was.  I  must  say  I  was  very 
much  disappointed  with  the  Bill.  I  had  hoped 
it  would  be  a  Bill  of  another  kind.  There 
are  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  certainly  do  not . 
meet  with  my  approval,  nor,  I  believe,  with 
the  approval  of  the  House  at  large.  There  is, 
first,  clause  7,  which  provides  that  "  All  such 
deposits  .  .  shall  be  paid  into  the  Public  Ac- 
count, and  shall  form  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  colony."  It  we  look  up  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  of  1867  we  shall  find  under  the 
heading  "  Consolidated  Fund  "  that  all  revenue 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  payable  is  to  form  part 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  And  it  subsequently 
says,  "All  produce  of  such  revenue  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  Her  Majesty's  consoli- 
dated revenue  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand, 
snbjact  to  be  appropriated  to  the  public  uses 
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thereof."  If  we  read  that  clause  in  the  Act  we 
find  that  the  money  from  these  Consols  is  to  be 
paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund,  which  is  snb- 
jeet  to  be  appropriated  for  the  public  uses  of 
the  colony.  That  there  can  be  no  doubt  about, 
and,  that  being  the  case,  this  is  purely  a  loan 
proposal. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  Act  are  you  referring 
to? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY. —"The  Public 
Revenues  Act,  1867." 

Mr.  WARD.— That  Aot  is  repealed. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  aware  it  is,  by 
the  Act  of  1891 ,  which  I  shall  read  presently ; 
but  the  meaning  of  "  Consolidated  Fund  "  has 
not  been  altered.  But  this  is  a  pure  loan 
Bill,  and  it  is  net  what  it  was  intended  to 
be  when  mentioned  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. The  question  as  to  what  would  be  done 
with  the  money  has  never  been  answered  to 
my  satisfaction.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  said 
it  would  be  useful  foe  Treasury  bills. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Paying  off  Treasury  bills. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  quite  admit  it 
would  be  useful  for  raising  money  on  Treasury 
bills,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Post  Office  funds 
and  the  Public  Trust  Office  funds  may  be  used. 
And  1  have  no  objection  to  its  being  used  for 
that  purpose  so  long  as  the  deposits  are  not  paid 
into  the  Consolidated  Fund.  But  under  the 
present  Bill,  if  we  used  it  for  Treasury  bills, 
it  might  lead  to  this :  that  a  large  sum  would 
bo  thus  invested  in  Treasury  bills,  and' sooner 
or  later,  under  this  Treasurer  or  some  future 
Treasurer,  the  result  would  be  that  either 
these  Treasury  bills  would  be  converted  into 
funded  stock,  or  the  time  of  their  currency 
would  be  so  enlarged  that  they  would  become 
eventually  part  of  the  funded  debt.  There 
is  no  proposal  in  this  Bill  for  that,  it  is  true, 
but  it  would.be  a  great  temptation  for  future 
Treasurers  to  adopt  that  plan ;  and  I  hope 
that,  before  the  Bill  leaves  the  House,  the  Bill 
will  be  so  altered  that  such  a  thing  could  not 
possibly  be  done.  Then,  there  are  objections 
with  regard  to  clause  25 ;  but  I  am  not  going  to 
refer  at  length  to  that,  because  I  do  not  think 
the  clause  will  be  insisted  upon.  But  I  hope 
there  will  be  amendments  introduced  in  this 
Bill,  altering  it  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
It  is  now  a  loan  Bill,  and  I  hope  that  before 
it  leaves  the  House  it  will  come  out  as  a  propo- 
sal on  the  same  linos  as  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank,  and  it  can  be  made  equally  safe.  The 
Post-Office  Savings- Bank  deposits  go  through  a 
regular  routine,  and  they  ore  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  and  this  scheme 
should  be  framed  upon  similar  lines.  I  will 
read  from  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of  1891 
what  is  done  with  these  moneys  in  the  Post- 
Office  Sovings-Bank.  This  is  clause  74  of  the 
Public  Revenues  Act  of  1891 :  "  Moneys  re- 
ceived for  deposit  in  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  .  .  .  shall  be  kept  in  a  separate 
account " — they  are  not  paid  into  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  Account ;  and  it  says,  further,  in 
subsection  (5),  that — 

"  At  the  end  of  each  calendar  year  the  Post- 
master-General shall  prepare  an  account  show- 
Ifr.  Montgomery 


ing  the  total  profit  accrued  on  the  Post  Offioa 
Account  during  each  year,  and  shall,  on  ot 
before  the  end  of  the  then  financial  year,  pay 
over  the  balance,  after  making  full  provision 
for  all  liabilities  to  depositors  or  otberwiaa 
thereon,  to  the  Consolidated  Fund." 

This  provides  for  accounts  being  fumislied  of 
all  this  money ;  and  in  clause  77  we  have, — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  to  invest  any  part  of  the 
balances  in  any  of  the  accounts  mentioned  in 
this  Part  of  this  Act  in  any  securities  'whioh 
shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor,  by  Order  in 
Council,  to  be  securities  in  which  suoh  balances 
may  bo  invested." 

That  is  what  happens  with  regard  to  deposits 
under  the  Post  Office  Account ;  and  is  there  any 
reason  whatever  why  we  should  not  make  these 
clauses  apply  equally  to  the  proposal  uritli  re- 
gard to  Consols  7  That  would  make  the  Bill  a 
safe  Bill,  and  one  that  I  should  be  prepared  to 
support  thronghont.  It  would  provide  a  means 
of  investing  money,  and  it  oonld  not  be  in  any 
sense  a  charge  on  the  taxpayers  of  the  oolony. 
We  could  have  the  money  shown  in  a  separate 
account  every  year.  I  have  here,  for  instance* 
Return  B.-ll,  the  Post  Office  Account,  in  ^Iiicb 
is  given  a  complete  return  of  the  moneys  con- 
nected with  the  Post  Office.  We  can  all  see 
it  and  criticize  it,  and  we  can  all  know  ^vhat 
has  been  done.  I  have,  further,  a  return  of 
investments  in  the  Post  Office  and  other  ac- 
counts. There  is  a  list  of  them  here;  and  a 
number  of  them  are  Government  securities — 
such  as  those  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  and  loans  to  local  bodies — and  amongst 
them  I  see  £338,000  invested  in  Treasury  bills< 
If  we  tie  up  this  money  in  the  way  that  I 
suggest  there  can  be  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  Treasurer's  proposal  to  utilise  the  ac- 
count for  the  purpose  of  Treasury  bills.  Bat, 
at  the  same  time,  the  money  should  be  tied  up 
in  such  a  manner  that  all  would  kno^  it  is 
safe,  and  that  it  could  not  possibly  become 
siny  charge  on  the  taxpayers  of  tho  colony  ; 
and  a  return  should  be  prepared  at  the  end 
of  every  year.  I  suggest  these  proposals  be- 
cause I  was  returned,  as  I  believe  most  meni'< 
hers  on  this  side  of  the  House  were  returned, 
to  support  this  Government,  and  to  sapport 
them  in  a  non-borrowing  policy.  I  was  re- 
turned on  that  principle,  and  to  that  principle  I 
intend  to  stick.  This  can  be  made  a  Bill  which 
is  not  a  borrowing  Bill,  but  simply  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  Act,  and 
if  it  is  made  on  that  principle,  and  the  money 
is  tied  up  as  I  suggest,  I  shall  be  very  glad  ta 
support  the  second  reading.  I  shall  listen  'with 
great  interest  to  what  the  Colonial  Treastirec 
says  in  his  reply,  and  if  he  agrees  to  the  ajnend* 
ments  I  suggest  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading,  but,  if  the  Bill  is  not  amended  in 
Committ«e,  I  shall  vote  against  the  third  read- 
ing. I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  not  receive 
these  proposals  in  any  hostile  manner.  I  ^-m 
simply  fulfilling  my  pledges  on  the  election 
platform,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  kill  tho  Bill, 
but  simply  to  make  it  a  safe  Bill.  I  feel,  in 
introducing  such  safeguards  as  would  abso- 
lutely tie  up  the  money  in  some  suoh  way  as 
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I  saggett,  it  will  satisfy  those  of  ns  who  were 
returned  on  &  non-borrowing  policy,  and  would 
make  the  Bill  a  safe  and  useful  measure — one 
ttiat  would  be  acceptable  both  to  the  House 
*nd  the  country. 

Mr.  HAIJj-JONES.— I  look  on  this  as  one  of 
the  most  important  Bills  we  have  bad  before 
ns  this  session,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not 
look  on  it  with  any  approbation.  It  is  called  a 
Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  thrift,  and  is  said 
to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  Who  are 
the  people  it  is  supposed  to  benefit?  Who 
comprise  the  largest  portion  of  our  population  ? 
Why,  Sir,  the  workers ;  and  will  this  Bill 
benefit  the  working- people  ?  I  do  not  think  so. 
Their  requirements  are  mot  by  another  institu- 
tioD.  If  we  refer  to  the  Budget,  the  Treasurer 
there  speaks  of  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank, 
where  he  says, — 

"The  Post-Office  Savings-Bank,  it  is  recog- 
nised, presents  a  thoroughly  safe,  and  in  the 
large  majority  of  cases  a  singularly  acceptable, 
ehannel  for  depositing  the  surplus  moneys  of 
oar  wage-eaming  and  trading  classes.  But  it 
has  been  felt  for  years,  and  is  further  proved 
by  oar  periodical  bank  returns,  that,  if  further 
ctrnveniences  were  afiorded  to  the  people  for 
the  investment  of  their  savings  under  the 
goarajitee  of  the  State,  a  large  number  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  It  must  be  home  in  mind  that 
the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  only  pays  interest 
on  a  limited  aggregate  sum  deposited  individu- 
ally, and  requires,  in  the  interests  of  the  de- 
poeitor,  many  forms  and  ceremonies  to  be  gone 
Uuoogh  before  money  can  be  put  in  or  drawn 
out" 

Now,  it  has  been  suggested  by  the  last 
speaker  that  the  money  raised  under  this  Bill 
•honld  be  placed  on  a  similar  footing  to  that 
deposited  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  Ac. 
eoaot.  If  this  is  done,  where  is  the  need  for 
this  Bill?  If  the  maximum  amount  allowed 
to  be  deposited  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
is  too  low,  why  not  raise  it  from  £S0O  to  any 
larger  sum?  And,  if  the  Government  do  not 
care  to  pay  3^  per  cent,  on  the  sums  over  £oOO, 
bt  tbem  pay  a  lower  rate — say,  8  per  cent,  or 
H  per  cent,  as  the  amount  increases.  I  do 
act  think  that  1  per  cent,  of  the  woiking-men 
of  the  colony  have  so  much  money  under  their 
control  after  providing  for  the  necessities  of 
life  as  £S00,  and  who  desire  to  lock  up  their 
■avings,  which  they  may  require  to  use  at  any 
time,  in  Consols,  when  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  gives  them  every  facility  they  require.  I 
think,  if  the  suggestion  of  the  last  speaker  is 
intended  to  be  carried  out,  there  is  no  need  at 
«U  for  this  Bill.  I  look  upon  the  Bill  as 
pmely  a  loan  Bill.  Either  it  is  a  loon  Bill  or  it 
u  not.  If  it  is  a  loan  Bill,  I  would  rather  see 
tbe  Goremment  come  down  and  boldly  say  so  : 
then  we  should  have  to  look  upon  this  question 
in  another  light.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
a  loan  being  raised  in  the  colony  when  money 
is  urgently  required ;  but  we  must  consider 
those  who  have  to  pay  the  interest  on  our  loans. 
If  we  are  going  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose 
«(  catzying  on  public  works,  which  this  Bill 


indicates  that  the  money  is  to  be  raised  for,  why 
should  we  pay  i  per  cent,  for  it,  when  we  wore 
told  only  a  few  hours  ago  that  money  for  another 
purpose  could  be  raised  at  3  per  cent.  7  Why 
should  we  increase  the  burden  borne  by  the 
whole  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  by  raising 
money  at  4  per  cent,  with  1  per  cent,  for  all 
time,  when  we  are  told  that  it  can  be  raised  at 

3  per  cent.  ?  A  great  cry  has  been  mode  thaft 
the  money-lender  in  the  colony  demands  extra- 
vagant rates  of  interest,  and  that  was  given  as 
one  reason  why  we  should  have  the  cheap- 
money  Bill.  Judging  from  the  proposals  in 
this  Bill,  there  are  some  persons  in  the  colony 
who  do  not  demand  a  high  rate  of  interest  for 
moneys  they  lend,  so  long  as  they  have  good 
securities  for  the  money  advanced.  This  must 
be  the  case,  or  how  are  they  going  to  take  the 
Consols  at  4  per  cent,  interest  7  It  is  a  most 
unwise  policy  to  pursue,  when  people  are  will- 
ing to  advance  money  at  as  low  an  interest  as 

4  per  cent.,  for  the  Government  to  try  to  mop 
up  the  whole  of  that  money,  instead  of  leaving 
it  to  go  into  the  ordinary  trade-channels,  such 
as  making  advances  to  settlers  and  the  promo- 
tion of  the  industries  of  the  colony.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  much  better  if  the  Government 
allowed  this  money  which  the  money-lenders 
would  lend  at  a  low  rate  of  iutorest  to  be 
utilised  in  the  way  I  suggest,  instead  of  taking 
it  into  their  own  hands.  If  we  want  more 
capital  in  the  colony,  is  it  right  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  absorb  into  their  own  hands  all  the 
capital  within  the  colony  that  can  be  obtained 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest?  I  maintain  this 
proposal  will  not  benefit  the  people  one  bit. 
It  will  rather  do  harm  than  good.  If  the 
Government  want  to  borrow  money,  let  them 
raise  it  in  the  clieapest  way.  We  have  had  no 
definite  information  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer or  the  Premier  as  to  what  the  money 
raised  under  these  proposals  will  bo  used  for. 
I  can  only  conclude  that  it  is  going  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  public  works, 
as  previous  loans  have  been  used ;  therefore  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOGG. — Sir,  the  first  question  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill  is  this :  Is  it  a  borrowing 
measure?  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  add  to  the  existing  liabilities  of  the 
colony  ?  Well,  it  is,  and  it  is  not,  a  measure 
for  borrowing.  In  one  sense,  undonbtedly,  the 
intention  is  to  add  to  the  permanent  liabilities 
of  the  country,  but  in  another  sense  it  is  bor- 
rowing by  a  method  entirely  new  to  that  which 
the  colony  has  been  accustomed  to,  and  in  this 
respect  it  possesses  the  charm  of  novelty.  We 
are  not  borrowing  under  this  measure  from 
abroad,  but  we  are  borrowing  at  home ;  and 
I  should  like  to  ask  honourable  members  this : 
What  is  imperilling  Now  Zealand  now,  and 
what  has  imperilled  it  in  the  post?  Has  it  not 
been  our  system  of  contracting  foreign  loans 
without  reference  to  the  fact  that  we  never  take 
steps  to  ascertain  whether  the  capital  exists  in 
the  colony  or  whether  there  were  not  capital- 
ists amongst  us  able  to  come  forward  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Government  and  the  country* 
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We  are  at  the  present  time  paying  a  large 
amount  of  interest  every  year  to  foreign  bond- 
holders. We  have  been  told  during  this  de- 
bate that  the  amount  paid  for  private  and 
public  indebtedness  is  in  round  numbers  about 
three  millions  annually,  or  about  one-third  of 
the  value  of  the  colony's  exports.  This  is  a 
very  sorioua  matter.  It  is  admitted,  to  ^uote  a 
familiar  illustration,  that  the  Chinese  are  un- 
desirable colonists ;  and  what  is  the  reason  7 
The  reason  is  eimply  that  the  profits  of 
their  trade  and  their  enterprise,  whatever 
those  profits  may  be,  are  not  again  distributed 
in  Kew  Zealand  bat  are  carried  oS  to  China. 
Well,  Sir,  in  the  same  way  foreign  companies 
are  injurious.  The  banks  that  have  carried  on 
business  in  this  colony,  as  well  as  some  of  our 
public  companies,  insurance  companies,  and 
to  forth,  have  been,  on  the  whole,  exceedingly 
injurious  to  New  Zealand,  because  the  profits 
of  their  enterprise,  instead  of  being  circulated 
in  the  country,  have  been  carried  ofi  into  foreign 
channels.  New  Zealand  has  simply  been  uti- 
lised as  a  milch-cow  for  the  benefit  of  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Money  invested  here  has  been 
continually  taken  away  to  foreign  places,  and 
now  New  Zealand  is  in  the  position  of  being 
further  impoverished  if,  instead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  borrow  from  amongst  their  own  popu- 
lation and  conserving  a  spirit  of  patriotism 
amongst  our  own  colonists,  we  resume  borrow- 
ing from  foreign  sources.  Then  the  question 
arises.  Is  borrowing  a  necessity  ?  If  we  take 
the  theory  of  the  Opposition,  surely  we  must 
admit  it  is  a  necessity.  Ever  since  the  present 
Government  came  into  ofiice  we  have  been 
told  by  that  great  authority  on  financial  mat- 
ters that  borrowing  is  indispensable ;  that,  do 
what  we  like,  we  must  barrow.  And  I  think 
they  ought  to  compliment  us  on  the  fact  that 
we  are  realising  the  truth  of  their  assertion. 
Z,  for  one,  never  denied  that  borrowing  is  a  ne- 
cessity, especially  in  the  case  of  a  new  coun- 
try. I  do  not  know  whether  I  differ  from  other 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  stand  unpledged  with 
regard  to  the  judiciousness  of  borrowing,  if 
we  find  it  to  be  necessary  to  borrow  for  repro- 
ductive works :  and  that  is  the  essence  of  the 
whole  question.  We  see  at  the  present  time 
that  settlers,  as  well  as  the  Corporations  in 
the  colony,  find  that  borrowing  is  a  necessity. 
Borrowing  has  never  ceased.  We  find  borrow- 
ing on  the  part  of  private  individuals,  bor- 
rowing on  tb«  part  of  public  companies  which 
are  carrying  on  various  enterprises,  and  we 
have  borrowing  on  the  part  of  large  public 
corporations  ;  and  the  question  is  this  :  Are  the 
Government  of  the  day  going  to  have  their 
hands  tied,  now  that  they  are  endeavouring,  in 
a  way  that  has  never  been  tried  before,  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  colony — now  that 
they  are  endeavouring  not  to  contract  our 
public  works,  but  rather  to  expand  them — now 
that  they  are  endeavouring  to  facilitate  settle- 
ment in  all  parts  of  the  country,  in  places  that 
a  few  years  ago  would  certainly  not  have  been 
looked  upon  as  a  field  for  settlement  at  all  ?  I 
ask,  Sir,  the  Government  having  entered  upon 
lir.  Hogg 


a  policy  of  enterprise,  are  they  to  have  their 
hands  tied,  chained  np,  or  restricted  ?  It  it 
quite  true  that  I  stand,  like,  I  dare  say,  many  | 
other  honourable  members  in  this  Souse,  i 
pledged  not  to  endeavour  to  assist  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  borrow  from  without — that  is,  to 
contract  foreign  loans.  But  the  question  of 
borrowing  from  within  is  an  entirely  different 
question  from  that;  and  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  mark  the  great  diSaronce  that 
exists  between  raising  foreign  loans  in  the 
London  market  and  endeavouring  to  utilise  the 
capital  that  is  lying  dormant  in  the  country 
itself.  Because,  after  all,  what  is  capital  7  It 
signifies  our  commercial  lifeblood.  Our  veins 
have  been  tapped  hitherto  for  the  benefit  of 
outsiders.  But  the  question  is  this :  Are  we 
not  warranted  in  making  use  of  the  capital 
that  is  now  lying  dormant  ?  And  we  are  told 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  capital  is  lying 
dormant  in  our  own  financial  institutions. 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  arguments  whicli  have 
been  used  by  the  opponents  of  this  meaeuza 
to  a  great  extent  answer  themselves.  We  Iiav« 
been  told  that  this  money  cannot  be  raised — 
that  our  Consols  will  not  be  taken  up.  We 
have  also  been  told  that  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  will  be  to  ruin  the  banks;  that  it  will 
deplete  the  Government  Savings-Bank  ;  that  it 
will  weaken  oar  financial  institutions  ;  that 
the  people  will  wring  their  hands  ;  tbat,  in 
short,  we  shall  have  a  financial  famine.  Well, 
Sir,  after  all,  this  method  of  raising  money  is 
not  novel.  Are  we  not  following  the  exsonple 
of  the  greatest  commercial  country  in  tlie 
whole  universe  ?  Are  we  not  following,  in  this 
Bill,  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  the  county 
that  is  able  to  lend  to  the  whole  world,  the 
country  that  is  recognised  as  the  most  finan- 
cially sound  in  the  whole  universe?  I>o  w« 
not  know  that  that  country,  as  the  CJolonial 
Treasurer  has  stated,  has  not  less  than 
£575,000,000  invested  in  British  Consols  ?  And 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  prophets  of  evil  we 
have  in  this  House,  have  those  investments 
in  British  Consols  ruined  the  Bank  of  fing- 
land?  Have  those  investments  injured  the 
financial  institutions  of  England  ?  Have  they 
burst  up  the  savings-banks  of  that  country  7 
Have  they  interfered  with  the  commercial  life- 
blood  of  that  country?  Is  it  not  circulating 
now  as  freely  as,  or  more  freely  than,  be- 
fore the  British  Consols  were  inaugurated  ? 
Then,  Sir,  if  those  predictions  are  correct 
that  we  cannot  raise  the  money,  are  we 
going  to  injure  our  banks  by  passing  this 
Bill?  I  should  like  to  ask,  what  do  these  pre- 
dictions come  to?  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  in  the  past  the  moneyed  interest  in 
New  Zealand  has  controlled  the  Government, 
and  to  a  great  extent  has  controlled  the  policy 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  It  has 
controlled  Parliament.  Of  this  there  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt.  The  banks  have  been 
running  the  colony.  But  now  we  find  the 
position  has  changed.  Under  a  Liberal  Ad- 
ministration, instead  of  the  banks  running  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand  has  the  banks  coining  to  it  in  a 
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rappUftnt  attitade.  The  banks  are  compelled 
(o  come  to  the  House  before  they  can  amsJ- 
gamate  or  move  one  step  in  the  direction  in 
which  they  are  trayelling.  I  ask,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Consols  what  are  the  people 
•akad  to  do  ?  Are  they  asked  to  lend  to  foreign 
bondholders  ?  Not  for  a  moment.  They  are 
■aked  to  lend  to  a  corporation  controlled  by 
themselves.  We  know  very  well  that  commer- 
oial  constitutionalists  and  commercial  constitn- 
tionalism  offer  the  best  possible  guarantee  that 
the  money  will  be  paid.  What,  after  all,  are 
the  people  doing?  They  are  asked  simply  to 
lend  to  their  own  institutions — to  lend  to  the 
Government  of  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  eoantry.  And  I  say  no  true  national  policy 
could  be  inaugurated  of  a  financial  character 
that  is  more  calculated  to  develop  the  resources 
of  a  young  country  than  the  policy  contained 
in  this  Bill.  Sir,  to  follow  an  apt  illustration, 
the  sun  in  former  ages  produced  our  coalfields ; 
those  coalfields  have  been  developed  and  the  coal 
brought  to  the  surface  by  human  labour,  and  we 
know,  on  the  other  hand,  that  those  coalfields 
ate  simply  fructifying — they  are  developing  the 
fields  of  our  enterprise ;  they  are  assisting 
our  very  atmosphere,  and,  instead  of  that 
ooal  being  lost,  it  is  going  again  to  replenish 
the  earth — it  is  going  back  to  fructify  the  soil 
in  which  it  was  origineJIy  produced.  In  the 
■ame  way  we  are  going  to  use  the  produce  of 
capital.  Capital  produces  interest ;  but  so  long 
as  we  keep  the  interest  in  our  own  hands,  and 
borrow  from  our  own  people,  who  will  receive 
the  benefit?  How  can  it  impoverish  the  coun- 
try if  the  money  is  expended  in  work  that  will 
famish  employment  for  labour  in  developing 
tixe  resoorces  of  the  colony  ?  Capital  is  the 
food  on  which  industry  thrives.  It  is  abso- 
lutely essential  not  pnly  to  public  works,  but 
it  is  essential  to  those  who  are  endeavouring 
to  eoItiTate  the  industries  on  which  New  Zea- 
land mnst  be  built  up,  and  which  will  eventu- 
ally maJce  her  that  great  nation  which  I  hope 
she  will  be.  New  Zealand  is  being  drained 
throngb  the  medium  of  the  heavy  interest  she 
has  to  pay  to  those  who  have  been  advancing 
money  to  her  in  the  past.  And  what  do  we 
find  ?  We  find  this  :  that  our  merchants, 
that  our  tradespeople,  that  our  artisans,  our 
settlers,  our  local  bodies,  are  all  clamouring 
and  erying  out  to  the  Government,  "Give, 
give;  we  want  more  money;  we  cannot  get  on 
without  it."  We  have  natural  resources  and 
sjdendid  machinery  in  this  country ;  it  offers 
a  splendid  field  for  development.  We  have  a 
thnfty  and  hard-working  population ;  hut  our 
aetUen  are  in  the  position  of  an  engine  trying 
to  revolve  without  the  natural  oil  that  is 
essential  to  keep  it  in  good  operation,  and  to 
preserve  it.  The  machinery  is  grinding  itself 
to  pieces  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  capital, 
and  that  capital  we  must  have.  Well,  Sir, 
why  is  it  that  there  is  so  little  capital  oirou- 
latuig  in  the  country  ?  I  say  this :  that  the 
Oovemment  have  been  doing  a  noble  work 
during  the  last  few  years.  Smce  their  party 
came  into  power  they  have  been  prosecuting 
publio  works,  doing  their  very  best  to  assist 


the  settlers,  and  responding  to  the  demands 
of  members  of  this  House  and  the  demands, 
for  instance,  of  my  own  district;  they  have 
been  endeavouring  to  find  money  for  roads 
and  bridges,  and  they  have  been  doing  much 
for  the  unemployed  of  the  country.  They  have 
been  endeavouring  to  solve  the  question  of 
social  distress,  to  promote  comfort  amongst 
families,  to  prevent  such  a  thing  as  privation. 
But,  although  they  have  been  exerting  them- 
selves heroically  in  this  direction,  it  is  quite 
evident,  unless  we  are  going  to  inflict  further 
taxation,  that  more  food  most  be  found  in 
order  to  replenish  the  empty  Treasury.  In 
what  position  does  the  Treasury  stand?  We 
know  there  has  been  a  very  heavy  drain  upon 
it.  I  have  applied  time  and  again  on  behalf 
of  my  own  district  to  get  works  undertaken  in 
that  district ;  and  in  every  part  of  the  colony 
the  settlers  have  demanded  works — works 
which  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
life,  such  works  as  bridges  over  dangerous 
rivers  ;  and,  while  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
get  works  of  this  description  undertaken  as 
quickly  as  possible,  the  reply  which  has  been 
given  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  the  heada 
of  the  departments  has  been,  "  We  should  be 
only  too  glad  to  give  you  all  the  works  the 
settlers  desire,  but  where  is  the  money  to  come 
from?"  I  maintain  that  the  money  must  be 
found.  If  the  feeding-bottle  is  empty  it  must 
be  filled.  I  say,  why  should  it  not  be  filled  ? 
If  we  have  the  milk  in  the  country  that  milk 
must  be  drawn.  We  are  not  going  to  get  a 
foreign  stimulant.  That  is  what  we  have  been 
getting  in  the  past*  from  the  banks  and  from 
the  financial  institutions  that  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  is  weeping  over  because 
this  Bill  is  going  to  hurt  them.  Never  mind 
though  it  does  weaken  them  if  it  strengthens 
the  State,  and  I  say  that  the  strength  of  the 
Government  of  this  country  lies  in  the  efforts 
they  are  making  to  help  the  settlers  of  New 
Zealand.  We  know  what  these  foreign  finan- 
cial institutions  have  been  doing.  Have  they 
not  year  after  year,  during  the  last  twen^ 
years,  entirely  through  this  foreign  borrowing 
policy,  been  distributing  such  dividends  as  10, 
12,  Shnd  15  per  cent.  ?  And  amongst  whom  ? 
Amongst  the  population  of  New  Zealand? 
No;  but  amongst  their  shareholders  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  That  is  where  the  money 
of  New  Zealand  has  been  going.  That  is  the 
reason  why  these  institutions  are  afraid  to  lend 
at  the  present  time,  because  there  is  no  borrow- 
ing from  abroad  as  there  was  before.  And  we 
are  not  going  to  allow  them  to  drain  their  10- 
and  15- percentages  from  the  unfortunate  settlers 
of  New  Zealand,  who  have  to  contend  with  fall- 
ing markets  and  great  disabilities.  I  say  we 
have  no  right  to  go  out  of  our  way  to  assist  those 
institutions  if  at  the  same  time  we  neglect  to 
cultivate  a  national  policy  and  help  ourselves ; 
and  the  way  to  help  ourselves  is  by  giving  to 
the  capitalists  of  New  Zealand,  who  have  made 
their  money  here  through  their  thrift  and  enter* 
prise,  a  safe  investment ;  and  that  is  what  the 
Bill  is  doing.  The  greatest  authorities  tell  us 
that  money  is  the  vital  principle  of  the  body 
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politic.  Tlie  Treasury  of  a  country  is  the  heart 
of  that  country,  and  if  we  can  control  the 
Treasury  we  shall  control  our  own  public 
Afiairs.  The  objection  is  made  to  this  measure 
for  raising  money  that  the  loan  is  not  ear- 
marked ;  that  the  money  need  not  necessarily 
be  applied  to  works  of  a  reproductive  character ; 
that  the  money  that  is  raised  by  means  of 
these  Consols  need  not  be  used  foe  the  purpose 
of  making  advances  to  settlers,  or  for  making 
roads  and  bridges  and  other  public  works.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  who  spoke  last — 
the  honourable  member  for  Timaru — alluded  to 
these  roads  and  public  works  as  not  being  of 
Of  reproductive  character.  Well,  Sir,  I  take  a 
very  different  view  of  the  matter,  because  I 
maintain  this :  that  no  works  could  possibly 
be  of  a  more  reproductive  character  than  pub- 
lic works  in  a  young  country.  It  is  quite  true 
I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  heavy  interest  being 
paid  annually  on  account  of  increasing  loans, 
ont,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  like  to  ask 
this  question:  Are  the  people  of  Now  Zealand 
prepared  to  be  taxed — to  have  an  additional 
load  of  taxation  placed  upon  them?  What 
would  be  thought  of  a  working-man,  who  has 
ploughed  his  way  from  the  commencement, 
working  hard  and  earnestly  from  morning  to 
night,  and  making  a  perfect  slave  of  himself 
in  order  that  his  children  may  go  well  clothed, 
do  without  work,  and  live  upon  bis  hard  earn- 
ings 7  I  say  a  man  who  adopts  a  policy  of  that 
kind  is  not  only  adopting  a  policy  that  is  cruel 
to  himself,  but  one  that  is  merciless  to  his 
children,  who  should  be  taught  to  work  the 
same  way  as  he  has  done.*  And  what  are  we 
doing  in  New  Zealand  —  in  this  young  coun- 
try 7  Are  we  not  laying  the  foundations  of  the 
colony — foundations  for  all  time  7  That  being 
the  case,  are  we  to  bear  the  whole  of  the 
burden  7  Sir,  the  public  works  we  are  making, 
the  railways  we  are  constructing,  are  for  eJI 
time — they  are  works  upon  which  our  future 
institutions  will  depend.  Our  settlers  are  not 
merely  doing  work  for  themselves,  but  for  all 
time ;  and,  if  the  Government  come  forward 
and  say,  "  We  are  going  to  borrow  through 
the  medium  of  these  Consols  foe  the  purpose 
of  relending  so  as  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country,"  I  say  the  Government  have  a 
right  to  be  supported  in  carrying  out  a  policy 
of  that  character.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
patriotic  policy.  The  money  under  this  Bill 
is  not  going  to  be  invested  badly.  It  has  been 
invested  badly  in  the  past,  when  we  had  foreign 
loans,  but  as  long  as  the  money  is  raised  in 
the  colony  the  owners  of  the  money  who  are 
in  the  colony,  and  able  to  vote,  will  see  that  it 
is  properly  spent.  They  will  have  full  control 
over  the  investments.  It  is  simply  one  class 
of  the  people  who  have  money  lending  that 
money  for  the  assistance  of  those  who  require 
it,  and  lending  it  with  a  patriotic  desire  to 
Bee  New  Zealand  and  its  public  works  go 
ahead.  And  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
not.  Sir,  step  by  step  I  believe  we  are  ap- 
proaching the  inevitable.  There  is  not  the 
least  doubt  of  it  that  our  financial  institu- 
tions ore  becoming  weaker.  And  why?  Be- 
Mr,  Hogg 


cause  they  are  in  the  hands  of  private  cor- 
porations ;  and,  as  these  institutions  become 
weaker,  I  believe  we  are  approaching  nearer 
and  nearer  to  what  in  the  opinion  of  many  is 
inevitable,  and  that  is,  a  State  bank.  Tb«ra 
is  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  not  only 
in  New  Zealand,  but  in  the  other  colonies,  thMt 
is  the  thing  which  is  standing  in  front  of  tha 
banks  and  menacing  them  now.  \Vg  are  with- 
drawing, possibly,  the  means  of  their  support. 
But  why  are  we  doing  this?  We  are  doing  it 
because  we  are  opposing  what  we  might  term 
— and  though  some  people  may  regard  it  as 
hurtful,  I  think  the  consequences  will  not  be 
so  unpleasant — we  are  opposing  State  social- 
ism to  the  reign  of  individualism  which  wa 
have  sufEorsd  from  in  the  past.  Kearly  the 
whole  of  the  institutions  that  are  springing  up 
are  in  that  direction.  We  have  railways,  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  the  public  schools, 
and  I  could  mention  hundreds  of  difierent  in- 
stitutions, and  there  is  also  our  labour  legisla- 
tion :  the  whole  of  these  institutions  are  of  one 
character.  In  them  the  State  is  doing  the 
work  of  the  people;  and,  if  the  State  is  going  to 
carry  on  that  work,  unless  we  are  going  to  have 
stagnation  you  must  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  State,  and  the  only  way  of  doing  that  is 
by  bringing  capital  into  play,  because  capital 
signifies  the  lifeblood.  It  is  not  right  that 
this  should  be  allowed  to  lie  dormant.  What 
has  happened  in  the  other  colonies  ?  Xjook  at 
the  banks  bursting  there  day  after  day,  and 
people  who  bad  money  deposited  in  these  banks 
awaking  next  morning  to  find  that  they  were 
without  a  shilling.  There  is  a  universal  feeling 
of  distrust  because  of  that,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  money  is  kept  hoarded,  aud  is  not 
circulated.  New  Zealand  is  suffering  from  de- 
pression because  people  feel  that  their  money 
would  be  insecure  in  the  financial  institutions. 
I  believe  that,  instead  of  the  population  re- 
fusing to  respond,  they  will  very  heartily  re- 
spond to  the  offer  that  is  contained  in  this  Bill, 
and  that  the  Consols  will  be  freely  taken  up 
by  people  who  want  a  better  security  than  is 
offered  now  through  the  medium  of  our  banks. 
I  believe  the  Bill  is  capable,  however,  of  being 
greatly  improved,  and  I  should  like  to  see 
clause  8a,  if  possible,  struck  out.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  necessity  for  that  olaose. 
If  certain  safeguards  are  needed  in  the  Bill,  I 
think  I  can  say  tliat  the  Government  and  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  will  accept  any  safeguards 
that  may  be  advisable.  I  consider  the  object 
of  the  Government  is  thoroughly  patriotic,  said 
that  money  that  is  dormant,  and  capita.!  that 
is  now  unused,  or  that  otherwise  might  leave 
New  Zealand,  will  by  this  measure  be  bronght 
into  active  use.  I  believe  the  Bill  will  pro- 
mote the  development  of  the  country  districts, 
and  that  it  is  essential  for  the  general  pro- 
sperity of  the  people. 

Mr.  Q.  J.  SMITH.  — I  do  not  propose  to 
occupy  very  much  time  in  connection  with  this 
Bill,  but  I  feel  that  it  is  of  such  an  import- 
ant character  that  it  would  not  be  wise  for  me 
to  allow  the  opportunity  to  go  past  witboot 
making  a  few  remarks  upon  it.    The  honourabl* 
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genUeman  -who  has  just  sat  down  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  difierence  between 
loans  contracted  in  the  London  market  and 
loans  contracted  in  the  colony.  With  that  I 
agree  to  a  very  large  extent.  But,  Sir,  whether 
loans  are  contracted  in  the  London  market  or 
in  the  colony,  the  result  is  the  same  so  far  as 
the  payment  of  interest  is  concerned,  and  the 
additional  debt  aind  burden  placed  upon  the 
people  of  the  colony.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  spoke  about  foreign  institutions 
and  the  pressure  they  put  upon  the  colony; 
but  I  have  read  this  Bill,  and  I  can  see 
nothing  in  it  to  prevent  the  foreign  capital- 
ist from  holding  these  Consols,  and  continu- 
ing the  pressure  upon  the  colony  and  upon  the 
people  of  the  colony.  Kow,  I  read  the  Bill 
again,  and  I  find  that  both  the  Financial 
Statement  and  the  Bill  speak  of  encouraging 
the  thrift  of  the  people.  But  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  said  the 
object  of  the  Bill  waa  to  provide  New  Zealand 
capitalists  with  an  outlet  for  their  money.  Sir, 
I  did  not  know  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
liCgislature  to  provide  investments  for  the  capi- 
talists of  New  Zealand.  I  thought  that  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature,  composed  as  it  is  of 
representatives  of  the  democracy  of  New  Zea- 
land, was  more,  and  ought  to  be  more,  in  the 
direction  of  easing  the  burdens  at  present  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  people,  and  giving  them  a 
chance  to  raise  their  position.  Sir,  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  Government  during  this 
session  have  been  startling  in  the  extreme.  It 
may  be  that  I  am  new  to  handling,  or  to  wit- 
nesitiDg  the  handling,  of  such  large  amounts  as 
we  have  been  dealing  with,  but  I  confess  that 
from  time  to  time  I  have  been  somewhat 
staggered  at  the  ease  with  which  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  and  many  members  of  this 
Bouse  have  spoken  of  millions,  and  half-mil- 
lions. I  confess  that  I  have  been  somewhat 
aghast;  bnt  I  consider  that,  of  all  the  proposals 
we  have  had  before  the  House  this  session,  this 
is  the  most  startling.  As  I  read  the  Bill,  Sir, 
it  is  a  Bill  which  proposes  to  borrow  one 
millioD  sterling  from  the  people  of  the  colony 
if  it  can  be  got;  and  this  million  of  money  is 
not  borrowed  for  reproductive  works,  it  is  not 
ear-mazked  for  advances  for  settlers,  nor  is  it  to 
i>e  Implied  in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  settle- 
ment, or  in  the  opening-up  of  Native  lauds  or 
for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges.  The 
only  clause  that  deals  with  the  question  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  shall  be  dealt  with 
in  accordance  with  the  charges  that  are  made 
from  time  to  time  upon  that  fund.  Now,  if  the 
tme  object  of  the  Bill  had  been  to  encourage 
thrift,  and  to  provide  an  outlet  for  the  savings 
of  the  people,  I  should  have  thought  the  Bill 
woDid  hav3  had  some  provision  authorising  the 
application  of  the  money  raised  in  some  direc- 
tion snch  as  I  have  indicated.  But  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  Bill  at  all  stating  how  the 
money  is  to  be  dealt  with  after  it  gets  into  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  If  once  it  gets  into  that 
fund  it  seems]  to  me  that  we  shall  be  adding 


an  additional  million  to  our  present  indebted- 
neRE,  and  that  will  be  a  very  serious  matter. 
What  will  be  the  result  if  this  Bill  passes? 
It  means  that  small  sums  may  be  withdrawn 
from  building  societies,  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank,  and  private  savings-banks,  and  invested 
in  Consols.  Money  that  is  at  present  deposited 
in  the  banks  at  call  may,  possibly,  bo  with- 
drawn and  invested  in  Consols;  and  this  will 
simply  mean  that  there  will  be  a  restriction 
'  on  trade,  the  floating  capital  vrill  be  reduced, 
and  the  people  of  the  colony  will  suffer  by  it. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Financial  Statement  speaks  of 
the  savings  ot  the  people  being  locked  up.  I 
contend  that  if  these  small  sums  are  invested 
in  Consols  they  will  still  be  locked  up  as  if 
they  were  on  deposit  for  a  short  period,  be- 
cause if  the  holder  of  Consols  wishes  to  realise 
he  will  have  to  submit  to  a  discount.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  the  Consols  can  be  passed  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  are  transferable  by  delivery, 
but  if  an  individual  wishes  to  get  cash  for  one 
of  these  Consols  he  will  not  get  par  for  it — be 
will  have  to  submit  to  a  discount. 

Mr.  MOEEISON.— Question. 

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH. — It  is  a  matter  of  opinion, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham  is 
entitled  to  his ;  and  I  am  sure  he  will  allow 
me  to  have  mine.  Now,  we  have  been  talking 
from  time  to  time  of  revising  the  tariff.  It  is 
desired  that  we  should  be  enabled  to  take  the 
duties  off  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  so  relieve 
the  working- people  of  the  colony;  but  this 
proposal  simply  means  an  additional  £35,000 
or  £40,000  interest  per  annum,  and  that  means 
extra- taxation  to  provide  for  it.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  proposal 
for  the  revision  of  the  tariff  must  be  a  long 
way  in  the  distance.  The  Bill  itself  provides, 
as  X  have  said  before,  that  the  Governor  may 
authorise  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  receive, 
by  way  of  deposit,  one  million  sterling,  bear- 
ing interest  not  exceeding  4  per  cent  pet 
annum.  These  deposits  may  be  continued  for 
a  period  of  forty  years.  That  would  mean  that 
for  forty  years  we  are  to  have  an  additional 
million  of  debt,  supposing  these  Consols  are 
taken  up.  Then,  section  7  provides  that  the 
deposits  shall  be  paid  into  the  Public  Account, 
and  form  port  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
colony.  But,  to  my  mind,  the  worst  feature  of 
the  whole  Bill  is  section  35,  which  provides 
that  all  these  Consols  may  be  converted  into 
stock  by  order  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 
That  means  that  after  this  House  has  autho- 
rised the  issue  of  the  Consols,  after  the  money 
has  been  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the 
Governor  in  Council  moy  calmly  add  it  to  the 
debt  of  the  colony  and  increase  the  debt  by  a 
million.  Now,  I  say,  if  it  ia  necessary  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony  that  we  should  go 
in  for  a  loan  of  a  million,  it  would  be  far 
better  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  say  so  to 
the  House,  and  let  us  vote  the  money  with  our 
eyes  open.  I  for  one  do  not  approve  of  the  pro 
posals  of  this  Bill.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  said  that  the  amount  raised 
under  the  Bill  was  to  be  judiciously  applied  ia 
reducing  the  amount  of  the  Treasury  bills. 
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Mr.  WARD.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  O.  3.  SMITH.— Well,  that  might  be.  I 
am  aware  I  did  not  take  the  exact  words  of 
the  Treasorer  down  at  the  time ;  hut  what  he 
meant  was  that  they  were  to  be  applied  in  re- 
deeming Treasury  bills  in  some  way  or  other. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  Q.  J.  SMITH. — My  memory  may  be  in- 
correct, but  I  am  fairly  near  the  mark.  When 
the  Minister  of  Education  came  to  speak  he 
told  us  that  the  money  was  to  he  spent  on  repro- 
ductive  works.  Now,  I  say,  if  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  spend  this  money  on 
reproductive  works,  or  on  any  of  the  Bills  that 
have  been  passed  this  session,  that  ought  to 
have  been  stated  in  the  Bill,  and  I  believe  the 
Bill  would  then  receive  very  much  more  sup- 
port when  it  comes  to  its  second  reading.  If 
the  money  is  to  be  applied  in  reducing  the 
amount  of  Treasury  bills,  or  in  dealing  with 
Treasury  bills  in  any  way,  I  expected  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  said  that  he 
proposed  to  reduce  the  authority  given  him  for 
the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  by  a  proportionate 
amount ;  but  I  did  not  hear  him  say  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  is  simply  a  proposal  to  put  this  amount 
to  the  credit  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  to 
treat  it  as  other  sums  ore  treated  that  are 
placed  there — that  is,  that  it  should  be  paid 
out  in  any  way  the  Ministry  may  for  the  time 
being  tliink  necessary.  Now,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  has  becomo  a  very  serious  matter. 
Supposing  that  the  amounts  we  have  autho- 
rised are  continued  for  the  next  five  years. 
We  have  for  land  for  settlement  a  quarter 
of  a  million  a  year  —  that  is  a  million  and 
a  quarter.  We  have  the  advances  to  settlers, 
which  may  mean  a  million  and  a  half  a  year, 
.  Q  making  seven  and  a  half  millions. 
'  '  Then,  there  are  the  Native  lands  and 
roads — half  a  million  for  five  years,  which  is 
equal  to  two  and  a  half  millions ;  and  to  this 
has  to  he  added  the  Consols — a  million  under 
the  pesent  Bill,  That  gives  a  total  of  twelve 
millions  and  a  quarter  in  five  years ;  and,  if  we 
take  interest  on  this  amount  at  even  8}  per 
cent.,  it  means  an  annual  charge  of  £428,750 
over  our  present  amount.  We  have  also  a 
contingent  liability  of  two  millions  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  guarantee,  so  that  our  indebted- 
ness in  five  years,  if  we  continue  at  the  present 
proposed  rate,  will  be  increased  by  fourteen 
and  a  quarter  millions.    I  do  not  think  I  have 

fiven  any  specific  pledge  against  borrowing, 
ut  the  proposals  of  the  Government  ore  so 
startling,  and  of  such  a  serious  nature — and  I 
believe  will  tend  to  the  injury  of  the  colony — 
that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  vote  against  the  Bill 
last  night.  I  did  so  because  I  helieved  it  to  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  The  Minister 
of  Education,  in  speaking  on  this  Bill,  talked 
about  fidelity  and  loyalty;  but  I  conceive 
that  the  first  duty  of  members  of  this  House 
is  to  be  faithful  and  loyal  to  the  trust  that  has 
been  reposed  in  them ;  that  our  first  con- 
sideration is  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust  that 
our  constituents  have  reposed  in  us ;  and  after 
we  have  discharged  our  duty  in  the  best  inter- 


ests of  the  colony,  then  we  should  study  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  occupy  the  Trea- 
sury benches.  First  of  all,  I  consider  that  out 
duty  is  to  the  colony,  and,  believing,  as  I  do, 
that  this  Bill  will  work  injury  to  the  coloay, 
and  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  I 
shall  vote  against  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— I  would  not  have  liisi 
to  say  a  word  on  this  Bill  if  it  had  not  bgea 
that  I  consider  my  duty  to  those  who  sent  me 
here  requires  that  I  should  not  give  a  silent 
vote  upon  it.  It  is  useless  to  take  up  the  timi 
of  the  House  in  debating  the  question  h  tt 
whether  this  is  a  borrowing  Bill  or  not.  It  if* 
borrovring  Bill,  and  one  of  the  worst  deaerip. 
tion,  in  so  far  as  it  is  not  borrowing  for  any 
specific  purpose.  I  do  not  object  to  the  Qo- 
vernment  raising  money  in  the  colony  in  Oas- 
sols  if  the  Government  make  proposals  in  tbt 
Bill  that  the  money  shall  be  used  for  tarn 
specific  purpose.  I  do  not  object  to  the  mode 
of  raising  tne  money  ;  but  what  I  do  object  to 
is  that  the  Government  should  call  upon  mem. 
bers  of  this  House  to  give  their  authority  to 
raise  a  million  of  money  without  telling  ni 
what  that  money  is  being  raised  for.  So  far  u 
I  am  personally  concerned,  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  as  it  bos  beat 
very  well  discussed  already ;  but  I  wish  to  tell 
the  House  and  the  Government  the  position  I 
intend  to  take  np  in  giving  my  vote  upon  it.  I 
object  entirely  to  clause  7  and  clause  85;  bat  I 
shall  wait  and  hear  what  statement  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  will  make  in  reply  as  to  what 
alterations  he  intends  to  propose  in  thoH 
clauses  in  Committee.  If  his  explanation  it 
satisfactory  to  me,  then  I  shall  vote  accoid- 
ingly ;  and  I  shall  certainly  not  give  my  sap- 
port  to  a  measure  of  this  land,  or  to  any  othet 
similar  measure,  unless  I  know  distinctly  how 
the  money  is  to  be  used.  This  policy,  to  my 
mind,  looks  something  very  like  the  plongisl 
policy  of  a  reckless  gambler  who  has  lost  aU 
sense  of  responsibility,  and  who  is  prepared 
to  plunge  headlong  in  some  direction  or 
another,  knowing  not  where  he  is  going  to 
bring  up.  The  last  speaker  observed  very  troly 
that  the  first  duty  of  every  member  of  thia 
House  is  to  those  who  sent  him  here,  and 
to  the  colony  generally ;  and  I  do  feel  certain 
that  in  dealing  with  a  measure  like  this  am 
first  duty  is  to  consider  the  effect  of  this  pohcy 
on  the  well-being  of  the  colony,  before  we  de- 
cide on  giving  our  votes.  That  is  the  first  con- 
sideration by  which  we  should  be  inflaenoed, 
I  am  not  pledged  in  any  way  either  for  bor- 
rowing or  against  it.  My  constituents  sent 
me  here  to  vote  as  I  think  best  in  the  intereat 
of  the  colony,  and  I  am  allowed  the  free  sat 
of  my  own  judgment  on  each  question  that 
comes  before  the  House.  I  have  no  desin 
to  do  anything  to  place  the  Government  in 
an  embarrassing  position,  but  the  Ministry 
must  understand  distinctly  that  I  have  oomt 
here  to  do  my  duty  so  far  as  I  am  able  ta 
those  who  sent  me  here,  and  to  the  colony, 
and,  if  the  Government  bring  dovm  meosurei 
that  I  believe  are  likely  to  lead  to  disaster  or 
ruin,  then  they  must  expect  my  opposition  to 
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those  meaanns.  However,  I  shall  reserye  my 
tigfat  to  decide  how  I  shall  vote  on  the  second 
xeading  until  I  have  heard  if  the  Colonial 
Trettsarer  intends  to  make  any  satisfactory 
rapty  in  reference  to  the  clauses  I  have  men- 
tiomed ;  and,  if  he  is  able  to  tell  the  House  that 
ha  will,  when  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee, 
bring  down  a  clause  dealing  with  moneys  pro- 
posed to  be  raised,  and  their  control  and  man- 
a^ment,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall 
not  oppoee  the  Bill,  but  unless  that  is  done 
tlie  honourable  gentleman  cannot  expect  my 
•araort. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  should  not  have  risen  to 
Mky  a  word  on  this  Bill  had  it  not  been  for  the 
extimordinary  spectacle  presented  to  the  House 
ci  three  Ministers  making  three  difierent  state- 
mmts  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  this 
mcHiey  when  it  was  received.  Such  an  extra- 
oidioATy  spectacle  used  not  to  take  place,  and 
I  confess  it  wonld  have  been  considered  an 
extraordinary  thing  in  the  past  if  it  had  been 
thought  possible  for  the  members  of  a  Ministry 
to  oome  down  to  the  House  and  give  us  views 
not  similar  to  those  of  each  other  on  such  an 
important  subject.  First  of  all,  we  had  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  telling  us  in  a  very  jaunty 
style  that  honourable  members  wonld  like  to 
know  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  the  money. 
I  for  one  listened  very  carefully  to  hear  what 
was  going  to  be  done  with  it;  and  he  said 
faonoorable  members  would  not  be  averse  to  tho 
Government  taking  up  Treasury  bills.  That 
was  the  sort  of  answer  we  got.  We  thought 
that  was  only  one  answer  to  the  Bill,  and  I 
expected  a  number  of  others,  but  nothing 
more  was  given  as  to  what  he  was  going  to  do 
with  it.  After  the  Colonial  Treasurer  came  the 
Premier,  whose  speech  was  no  doubt  drawn  by 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  The 
Premier  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was 
not  at  all  necessary  to  invest  this  money  in 
Treasury  bills.  Then,  we  had  some  more 
corioas  statements  from  the  Minister  of  £du- 
eation  after  the  eleven-o'clock  adjournment 
the  other  night.  No  doubt  the  Government 
had  had  considerable  warning  from  their  sup- 
postetv;  and  the  Minister  of  Education  said^I 
will  give  his  own  words :  "  Honourable  mem- 
ben  know  perfectly  well  that  the  Government 
veqnire  this  money  for  other  measures  which 
ws  are  bringing  down."  And,  so  far,  this  was 
the  very  first  intimation  we  had  of  what  the 
Qovemment  were  going  to  do  with  this  money 
in  relation  to  the  other  financial  measures 
they  are  bringing  in.  I  suppose  during  the 
h*U-hoar'a  adjournment  the  Government  found 
th*t  their  sapporters  were  not  such  fools  as 
they  had  taken  them  for,  and  no  doubt  the 
Prcanier  intimated  to  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion that  he  must  get  up  and  tell  tbe  House 
a  Uttie  more  of  what  the  Government  were 
going  to  do  with  the  money.  I  expect  what 
will  probably  be  done  will  be  that  a  member 
a<  the  Hoose,  snob  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Dnsedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkertcn),  will  be  put 
np  to  move  some  amendment,  giving  one  the 
UUa  that  tbe  Government  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.    The  Qovemment  will  then  say 
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that  they  have  considered  the  matter,  and  will 
accept  the  amendment,  and  we  shall  have  the 
whole  Bill  completely  altered  in  the  direction 
that  the  Government  supporters  have  indi- 
cated. The  policy  of  the  Government  is  not 
infrequently  changed  in  this  way.  We  have 
hskd  two  what  might  be  called  "  wild-cat "  pro- 
posals. I  do  not  quite  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  term ;  but  I  know  what  kite-flving  is, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  their  proposals  are 
more  like  kite-flying  proposals.  It  seems  to 
me,  in  fact,  that  the  Minister  is  always  flying 
some  kite  or  another  in  order  to  get  money 
out  of  the  people,  forgetting  that  we  shall  have 
to  pay  for  it  in  the  shape  of  increased  taxa- 
tion. I  expect  we  shall  find  that  when  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  replies  he  will  say  that 
he  proposes  to  alter  this  Bill  considerably, 
and  that  he  will  tell  us  how  he  proposes  to 
utilise  the  Consols,  and  that  he  will  give  us 
more  definite  information  than  the  Minister 
of  Education  gave  us.  Probably  he  will  tell 
us  that  this  money  will  bo  usod  for  the  settle, 
ment  of  land,  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
and  for  reading ;  and,  if  we  had  got  that  in- 
formation in  the  first  instance,  probably  some 
of  us  would  not  have  objected  so  much  to  the 
Bill,  because  it  might  be  advisable  to  borrow 
money  judiciously  for  this  purpose.  As  it  was, 
the  Bill  came  down  with  absolutely  no  informa- 
tion as  to  what  necessity  there  was  for  tho 
borrowing  proposed.  Those  who  are  opposed 
to  borrowing  generally,  except  (or  specific  pur- 
poses, cannot  give  that  support  to  this  pro- 
posal which  probably  tho  Treasurer  expects. 
The  other  evening  a  question  was  asked  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  as  to  tho  stock 
quotations  in  London.  Our  4-pcr-cents  are 
quoted  in  London  at  109,  and  yet  the  Treasurer 
proposes  to  float  this  stock  in  tho  colony  at 
par.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  simply  means 
that  we  shall  lose  very  considerably  by  it,  and 
if  we  went  to  London  we  should  perhaps  get 
about  3  per  cent,  premium  on  the  loan.  In 
that  case  we  should  gain  a  premium  of  some- 
thing like  £30,000 ;  but  if  tho  loan  is  floated  in 
this  colony  we  shall  practically  lose  by  that 
transaction  £30,000.  My  own  advice  to  tho 
Government,  which,  of  course,  tlieywill  not  take, 
is  that  it  would  be  very  much  better  for  thnm 
to  retire  these  wonderful  Bills,  every  one  of 
which  shows  such  evidence  of  great  want  of  care 
in  their  preparation.  It  is  somewhat  curious 
that  the  Premier  adopts  the  old  tactics  that 
used  to  be  pursued  by  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son. When  that  honourable  gentleman  was  at 
the  hea4  of  affairs  in  this  country  it  was  usual 
for  him  to  delay  bringing  down  his  most  im- 
portant measures  until  late  in  the  session, 
believing  that  then  he  would  be  able  prac- 
tically to  carry  anything  through  tho  House. 
The  present  Premier  has  delayed  bringing  these 
Bills  down,  in  the  expectation  that  he  will  be 
able  to  carry  them  out  just  as  he  would  like ; 
but  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  was  expected 
has  happened.  If  ho  liad  brought  down  Bills 
earlier  in  the  session  his  followers  would  have 
been  new  to  the  work,  and  would  have  given 
them  nnconditioual  support.    Now  thoy  have 
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found  their  feet,  and  the  Qovemment  side 
has  generally  become  disorganized,  and  the 
measures  have  not  that  hearty  support  which 
Qovemment  expect.  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  would  be  much  better  that  the  Government 
should  take  them  back  and  read  them  during 
the  recess.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  they  have 
not  even  read  them.  During  the  recess  they 
can  read  them,  and  properly  digest  them,  and 
bring  them  before  the  House  next  session 
prepared  in  a  state  that  will  be  manifest  to  the 
House.  Probably  after  what  took  place  last 
night  the  Government  have  made  some  arrange- 
ment with  members  of  their  own  party,  and 
smoothed  them  over  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I 
am  certain,  however,  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  are  against  it.  It  would  be  very  much 
better  if  the  Bill  were  not  pressed  forward, 
and  if  its  consideration  were  delayed  till  next 
session. 

Mr.  COLLINS. — As  one  becomes  more  and 
more  accustomed  to  the  methods  of  parlia- 
mentary debate  one  ceases  to  experience  that 
surprise  which  one  felt  in  the  earlier  days 
of  the  session.  One  gets  accustomed  to  the 
methods  and  to  tbe  tactics  used  by  the  Oppo- 
sition— I  do  not  mean  by  the  organized  Oppo- 
sition, but  by  those  who  choose  at  any  time  to 
oppose  any  particular  measure  before  the  House. 
In  this  debate  we  have  had  a  considerable 
amount  of  simulated  sincerity  upon  the  ques- 
tion and  a  great  deal  of  assumed  earnestness 
on  the  part  of  some  members  of  this  House. 
All  this  has  been  played  ofi  with  some  little 
effect — I  do  not  say  dramatic  effect :  the  effect 
has  not  been  very  dramatic.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  debate  we  were  supposed  to  be  in  accord 
with  tho  policy  enunciated  in  this  Bill.  We 
were  told  in  vehement  terms  that  we  were  pre- 
pared to  violate  one  by  one  our  election  pledges 
— as  a  matter  of  fact  I  do  not  think  our 
speeches  were  deemed  of  sufficient  importance 
to  send  all  through  the  country — but  when  we 
apeak  we  are,  at  any  rate,  charged  with  attempt- 
ing to  evade,  and  even  violate,  distinct  pledges 
made  in  our  election  speeches.  I  for  one  deny 
that  upon  any  occasion  this  session  I  have  in 
any  way  whatever  come  within  a  measurable 
distance  of  violating  an  election  pledge.  It 
may  be,  however,  that  in  an  election  speech 
one  spoke,  and  spoke  strongly,  against  the  policy 
pursued  in  the  first  place  of  carrying  on  public 
works  by  means  of  borrowed  money,  and  m  the 
second  place  of  applying  that  money  to  publio 
works  of  a  speculative  character.  That  policy 
has  been  condemned,  and  I  undertake  to  say 
that  policy  will  continue  to  be  condemned.  I 
deny,  in  spite  of  the  undignified  laughter  of  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  that  this 
comes  within  measurable  distance  of  a  loan ;  I 
mean,  within  measurable  distance  of  a  loan  on 
the  foreign  market  for  purposes  of  public  works. 
We  e^re  getting  used  to  that  laughter,  that 
sneer  which  covers  so  much ;  but  it  will  have 
less  effect  the  more  of  it  we  hear.  I  for  one  am 
quite  convinced  of  this:  that  sneering  laugh 
does  not  come  with  very  good  grace  from  one 
who  has  had  such  a  long  experience  of  political 
life,  and  one  who  is  supposed  to  possess  very 
Mr.  Wilton 


great  ability,  and  to  be  the  embodiment  of  all 
the  political  virtues  which  this  House  posBeases. 
I  think  he  would  be  thought  a  great  deal  more       | 
of  if  he  refrained  from  laughter  of  tiiat  kind 
when  a  younger  member  of  this  House  rose  in 
his  place  to  address  this  Assembly.     This  Bill 
appears  to  me  to  be  what  it  is  assumecl   to  be 
by  those  who  have  introduced  it — namely,  a  Bill 
calculated  to  encourage  colonial  thrift,    a   Bill 
in  every  sense  calculated  to  encourage  the  de- 
velopment of  colonial  thrift.  If  the  Gk>verninent 
of  this  country  requires  money—  and  money  it 
must  have — I  quite  conceive  that  it  can  obtain 
that  money  from  no  better  quarter  than  from 
the  people  of  this  country ;  and  I  will   main- 
tain thac,  being  the  first  time  a  Colonial  Ck>n- 
sols  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  this  Souse, 
it  is  the  inauguration  of  a  splendid  departora 
from  past  policy.    It  is  the  inauguration  of  a 
new  era — that  when  in  the  future  moneys  are 
required  for  public  purposes  they  should  be  ob- 
tained from  the  people  of  this  country.      Wbat 
does  it  mean  1     We  have  heard  over  and  over 
again  that  we  are  paying  annually  to  the  foreign 
holders  of  our  bonds  some  three   millions  of 
money.    Let  the  members  of  this  House  con- 
ceive what  it  would  mean  if  these  moneys  were 
disseminated  among  the  bondholders    of    tliis 
colony.     Let  them  but  fancy  three  millions  of 
money  added  to  the  amount  circulating  \Hrithin 
the  colony!    What  would  it  mean?     It  wonld 
mean  freer  finances,    encouraged   commerce, 
such  as  would  insure  remarkable  prosperity; 
and  I  say  we  shall  not  know  the  covin  try  as 
we  know  it  now  if  we  once  inaugurate  snch  a 
condition  of  affairs.    It  has  been  said  over  and 
over  again  that  this  means  of  raising    money 
is  really  tantamount  to  a  foreign  loan.      We 
have  been  told  by  the  Opposition  themselves 
that  this  money  will  really  be  subscribed  in  the 
London  market.    What  does  that  mectn  ?     A 
few  weeks  ago  it  was  repeatedly  affiraaed  that 
money  was  being  drained  from  this  country; 
it  was  said  that  we  could  not  get  people    to 
invest  their  money  in  this  country ;  And   now, 
because  we  offer  a  loan  at  4  per  cent.,   we  are 
told  that  we  are  to  get  the  money  from  the 
very  quarter  and  from  the  very  people  that  ht^ 
so  distinctly  declined  to  invest  their  moneys 
with  us.    Then,  Sir,  for  a  moment  I  must  refer 
to  observations  made  by  the  middle  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City.     He  said  he  bad  never 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
find  for  capitalists  an  outlet  for  their  money ; 
but  if  the  Government  of  this  country  caja  find 
capitalists — large  and  small  capitalists — an  out- 
let within  this  country,  surely  it  is  better  that 
they  should  have  that  investment  in  the  colony 
itself  than  that  they  should  have  to  look  for 
investment  elsewhere.     Bat   I   conceive     it    is 
essentially  the  duty  of  this  Government  to,  if 
it  is  possible,  find  an  outlet  and  fair  means  of 
investment  for  all  moneys  within  this  colony, 
and  if  this  Bill  comes  within  measurable  dis- 
tance of  accomplishing  that  effect  it  will  afford 
a  lasting  benefit  to  this  colony.     The   honour- 
able member  said  it  would  mean  an  increased 
liability  of  £40,000  per  annum,  which  he  said 
would  have  to  be  met  by  increased  taac&tioa. 
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Not  necessarily  so.  If  the  utilisation  of  this 
money  can  be  made  to  enhance  our  com- 
mercial prosperity,  to  enhance  the  financial 
condition  of  this  country,  then,  it  appears 
to  me,  the  very  increase  of  our  commercial 
prosperity  may  render  it  totally  unnecessary 
that  that  amount  shall  have  to  be  raised  by 
ad^tional  taxation.  But  all  the  opposition 
to  this  measure  is  really  levelled  at  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  and  the  Opposition  hope 
that  they  may  weaken  the  present  Qoveru- 
ment  by  luring  some  members  from  this  side, 
and,  if  they  cannot  lure  them,  then  that  they 
may  bluster  them  into  opposing  the  present 
measure.  Now,  I  believe  that  all  those  sugges- 
tions that  have  been  thrown  oat,  and  which  the 
Opposition  has  so  vehemently  put  forth,  really 
spring  from  more  than  a  half-suspicion  that 
the  policy  enunciated  by  the  Government  is 
likely  to  be  pre-eminently  successful,  and  they 
are  afraid  of  that  success.  They  see  the 
Government  formulating  a  policy  which  is 
destined  to  insure  the  progress  of  this  country 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  give  them,  I  will  not 
say  a  renewed  lease  of  political  life,  but  an 
niilimiced  lease  of  political  life.  The  Opposi- 
tion see  the  time  when  they  shall  gain  acces- 
sion to  those  tjenches  fading  further  and  further 
into  the  dim  distances  of  political  futurity, 
and  they  are  afraid  these  measures  will  mean 
solidarity,  that  they  will  moan  prosperity,  and 
that  they  will  mean  substantial  progress ;  and 
that  is  tho  reason  why  they  are  so  earnest  in 
their  denunciation,  and  so  desirous  of  luring 
members  from  this  side  of  the  House  to  their 
own. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— The  honourable  gontle- 
maii  who  has  just  sat  down  commenced  by 
gpealting  of  the  tactics  of  the  Opposition,  and 
said  their  assumed  earnestness  was  almost 
dramatic.  That  is  where  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Opposition  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  in,  for  his  earnestness, 
whether  it  is  assumed  or  genuine,  is  simply 
comic.  Sir,  ho  went  on  to  say  that  as  it  is  not 
a  loan  from  the  foreign  market  it  is  not  bor- 
rowing. 

Mr.  COLLINS.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— What  did  you  say  ? 

Mr.  COLLINS. — You  did  not  pay  attention. 

Mr.  EARKSHAW.  —  Under  tho  circum- 
stances I  Khali  stand  by  my  statement.  When 
an  honourable  member  is  accused  of  mis- 
quoting another,  and  is  only  twitted  in  reply 
when  requesting  to  be  supplied  with  the  cor- 
rect statement,  nuder  such  circumstances  he 
has  a  right  to  stand  by  his  statement.  This 
assertion  was  not  only  made  by  the  honour- 
able geniieman,  but  it  has  been  implied  by  a 
great  number  of  members  who  have  spoken  on 
this  question,  both  directly  and  indirectly. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
says,  "  It  is  true."  That  is  an  evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  my  statement.  Well,  Sir,  I  deny 
it.  I  say,  no  matter  where  or  how  the  Govern- 
ment raise  money,  that  is  a  loan.  It  may  be 
better  to  raise  it  in  the  colony  than  in  England, 
or  it  may  not, — that  is  a  question  of  opinion, 
— bat  the  fact  remains  that,  from  whatever 


source  the  Government  get  moneys  that  have 
to  be  repaid,  that  is  a  loan.  It  has  to  be 
paid  back,  no  matter  where  the  money  is  ob- 
tained; and  there  are  only  two  sources  from 
which  the  State  gets  revenue — land-sales  and 
taxation.  Now,  Sir,  from  that  point  of  view, 
whether  it  is  a  good  thing  or  not,  whether 
it  is  a  necessity  or  not  for  the  (Government 
to  raise  this  loan,  I  shall  oppose  it.  I  only 
regret  that  the  other  night  I  did  not  feel  well 
enough  to  stay  in  the  House  for  a  division  on 
the  cheap-money  scheme,  or  I  should  have 
forced  it  to  a  division.  I  left  my  pair  against 
the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  would  have  made  no 
difference. 

Mr.  EAENSHAW.— No  ;  it  would  have  made 
no  difference.  I  have  yet  to  learn,  however, 
that  right  is  always  on  the  side  of  numbers.  In 
fact,  the  history  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  race  has 
been  that  all  that  has  been  right  has  sprung 
first  from  tho  minority ;  and,  though  the  Go- 
vernment may,  by  whipping  their  members, 
and  by  one  process  or  another,  get  them  to 
swallow  their  hustings  speeches  and  their 
hustings  pledges,  and  get  overwhelming  ma- 
jorities in  their  favour,  it  does  not  at  all  follow 
that  the  Government  or  those  honourable 
members  are  right,  or  that  the  constituencies 
will  justify  them  for  tho  votes  they  have  given 
iu  this  House.  The  honourable  momber  for 
Christchurch  City  also  said  that  this  is  a  Bill 
calculated  to  encourage  thrift  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  He  ought  to  encourage  thrift  on 
the  part  of  tho  Government.  I  do  not  think 
the  Bill  will  do  so.  The  more  one  gets  into 
debt  tho  worse  one  is.  Then,  take  the  ques- 
tion of  thrift  as  applied  to  tho  working- 
.  Of.  classes.  At  the  present  time  the 
'  working-classes  can  get  4  per  cent, 
on  their  investments  in  the  Post  Office  up  to 
a  reasonable  sum — £:^,  I  think  it  is,  and 
3i  per  cent,  to  £500.  And  this,  I  say,  guards 
the  working-man  to  a  very  fair  extent  for 
what  may  be  termed  household  thrift  —  that 
is,  thrift  from  wages.  When  he  gets  beyond 
that  point  it  is  better  for  him,  and  for  the 
colony,  that  he  should  invest  his  surplus 
moneys  over  that  in  advancing  the  indus- 
tries of  the  country,  and  trade  of  one  class  or 
another.  Therefore,  from  the  working-man's 
point  of  view,  I  fail  to  see  where  the  encourage- 
ment of  thrift  comes  in.  Then,  he  said  it  was 
a  good  thing  for  the  Government  to  find  cash 
for  the  worKing-mon  of  this  colony  as  well  as 
for  settlers.  I  think  it  is  good,  too,  that  tho 
Government  should  always  so  carry  out  the 
enactment  and  administration  of  the  law  that 
it  should  be  to  the  advantage  not  only  of 
the  working-classes,  but  of  those  embarked  in 
trade  or  industry :  if  they  do  that  it  will  be  a 
good  thing.  But  to  argue  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  the  Government  to  put  up  a  million 
of  colonial  Consols  simply  that  the  capitalists 
of  New  Zealand  may  keep  their  money  bringing 
in  interest — simply  to  absorb  their  money — is 
not  a  wise  thing  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  wfuld  bo  far  better  to  keep  it  free,  so 
that  they  may  be  forced  to  the  position  of 
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more  rapidly  using  their  money ;  becauBe,  if 
they  can  get  4  per  cent,  interest  upon  dormant 
capital,  and  which  will  only  require  |  per 
cent,  loss  to  melt  down  into  cash,  there  is 
no  doubt  they  will  keep  their  money  back 
longer  from  what  may  be  termed  the  pre- 
carious industries  than  they  do  at  present. 
I  have  only  one  other  remark  to  make  about 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  then  I  have 
done.  He  says  all  this  opposition  is  levelled  at 
the  present  Administration.  I  deny  it.  There 
were  members  of  the  Qovernment  party — I  do 
not  speak  of  myself,  because  I  suppose  they  do 
not  look  upon  me  as  a  Government  supporter  ; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  face  of  the  finanoial 
policy  proposals  put  before  us,  I  do  not  regard 
myself  as  a  supporter  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  wish  to  say  that  outright,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  misunderstanding.  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  my  position  clear  when  I 
meet  my  constituents,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  further  misunderstood  in  the  House,  and 
I  say,  now  the  Government's  financial  pro- 
posals are  before  the  House,  I  differ  from 
them  in  tolo ;  therefore  I  am  not  a  supporter 
of  the  present  Government.  I  believe  a  man 
should  always  have  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions, and  neither  for  party  purposes  nor  for 
his  own  purposes  should  he  refuse  to  give 
full  and  fair  expression  to  the  views  he  holds. 
As  to  the  remarks  made  about  Liberals,  there 
went  into  the  "  Noes  "  lobby  last  night  just  as 
sound  supporters  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion as  went  into  the  other  lobby.  I  need 
not  refer  to  names.  What  is  more  than  that, 
men  voted  against  this  measure  who  have 
been  as  great  Liberals,  and  have  done  as 
much  for  the  Liberal  cause  in  Now  Zealand, 
as  any  man  that  voted  for  the  Bill.  So  that, 
as  to  the  question  of  attacking  the  Liberal 
party,  this  is  no  such  thing;  it  is  a  question 
of  whether  we  are  again  to  go  in  for  a  borrow- 
ing policy,  or  to  carry  out  in  the  main  that 
which  was  the  central  plank  of  the  Liberal 
policy  in  1890,  when  we  came  into  this  House 
led  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe — that  we  should 
be  a  self-reliant,  non-borrowing  party.  It  was 
on  this  cry  that  we  won,  and  at  the  elections 
of  1890  the  bulk  of  the  members  returned 
to  the  House  were  pledged  to  a  non-borrowing 
policy.  Now,  such  is  the  demoralisation  of 
this  House  that  it  comes  within  the  compass 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  get  up  and,  in 
his  few  remarks  on  the  policy  of  borrowing 
a  million,  state  coolly  his  idea  that  half  an 
hour  is  quite  ample  to  discuss  and  deal  with 
this  measure.  I  will  quote  from  the  Govern- 
ment organ,  so  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  see  I  am  not  misrepresenting  him : 
"  The  Bill  would  not  occupy  more  than  half 
an  hour."  There  was  a  time  in  New  Zealand 
when  the  borrowing  of  millions  was  carried 
on  on  a  large  scale,  but  I  do  not  think  any 
one  who  teaia  the  past  history  of  warfare  in 
this  House  over  the  public-works  proposals 
of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  the  raising  of  money 
from  time  to  time,  will  find  that  there  has 
ever  been  a  Parliament  that  dealt  in  so  tax  a 
manner  with  the  raising  of  millions,  and  the 
Mr.  Earmhaw 


pledging  of  millions  more  that  will  have  to  be 
raised,  as  the  present  Liberal  party,  and  tbe 
Government  who  lead  them.  We  appear  to 
be  enacting  a  sort  of  comedy.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  gets  up  and  proposes  this  measare ; 
he  is  replied  to  from  the  Opposition  side,  when 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  moves  an  amend- 
ment. After  that  we  have  the  Minister  of 
Education  getting  up  and  taking  that  as  a 
want-of-confidence  motion.  They  carried  it, 
as  they  have  done  several  times  during  the 
session,  upon  issues  that  conflicted,  ia  my 
opinion,  with  the  consciences  of  members,  aai 
with  the  pledges  given  to  their  constituent*. 
They  have  on  several  occasions  under  this  cry, 
and  led  by  the  party  Whip,  gone  into  the  lobl^ 
when  they  knew  very  well  they  should  have 
opposed  the  Government.  And  on  this  occasion 
so  much  have  the  minds  of  a  large  number  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Government  been  dis- 
turbed over  these  proposals  that  o.  large  deputa- 
tion has  waited  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  a  sort  of  caucus  has  been  held,  with  the 
result  that  the  Treasurer  has  had  to  give  way, 
and  the  Government  are  going  to  climb  down 
on  this  measure,  and  shift  from  the  ground  on 
which  they  brought  in  the  Bill.  I  hope,  if  this 
is  not  correct,  the  Treasurer  will  distinctly 
deal  with  this  position  when  he  comes  to  reply. 
The  Minister  of  Education,  in  speaking,  did 
not  do  justice  to  himself  ;  it  appeared  to  me  to 
be  one  of  the  poorest  speeches  he  ever  made. 
He  made  one  or  two  very  curious  statements, 
and  as  I  will  read  from  the  Government  organ 
he  will  see  my  statement  is  correct :  "  If  &is 
Bill  were  not  passed  it  would  not  moke  the 
least  difference  in  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
raised."  If  this  is  true,  why  did  the  Govern- 
ment make  it  a  question  of  no  confidence  ?  If 
the  finance  of  the  Government  is  not  going  to 
be  jeopardized,  if  this  is  not  going  to  upset  the 
finances  at  all,  \ihy  treat  it  as  a  question  of 
no  confidence  ?  The  reply  ia  obvious :  that  so 
much  are  this  measure  and  the  whole  policy 
of  the  finance  of  the  Government  distasteful 
to  members,  and  not  in  accordance  with  their 
views,  that  Ministers  were  afraid  to  go  to  the 
straight  issue  on  the  second  reading,  whether 
it  was  to  be  thrown  back  on  their  hands  or 
not,  and  were  only  too  glad  to  take  up  the  por- 
tion of  making  it  a  no-confidence  question,  so 
that  they  could  whip  their  supporters  into  the 
lobby  to  support  the  second  reading.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say,  "  The 
raising  of  money  to  spend  on  reproductive 
works  within  the  colony  was  a  good  thing." 
I  do  not  know  that  the  question  of  expending 
has  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the  question 
of  raising.  Whether  it  is  advisable  to  raise 
money  to  spend  on  reproductive  works  is  one 
thing  ;  but  when  it  is  said  the  raising  of  money 
by  Consols  to  spend  on  reproductive  works  is 
a  good  way  of  raising  the  money,  I  fail  to  see 
where  the  logic  comes  in.  However,  no  doubt 
this  measure  will,  of  course,  in  one  way  or 
another,  be  carried,  to  satisfy  the  Government. 
This  is  simply  one  phase  of  the  whole  new- 
departure  of  the  Government  since  we  came  to 
this  House.    There  was  not  a  member  of  this 
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House  who,  wben  he  came  here  in  June,  had 
any  conception  of  the  policy  that  has  been  un- 
folded day  by  day  to  us :  and  if  the  Qovern- 
ment  had  fonnd  that,  after  scooping  up  all  the 
sinking  foods  and  conversions,  they  had  come 
to  the  end  of  their  tether,  when  they  met  us 
ibis  session  in  this  House  they  should  have 
told  na  the  position  and  unfolded  their  policy 
measures.  But  the  members  of  the  House 
shonld  then  have  been  sent  back  for  a  recess 
to  meet  their  constituents  and  to  explain  the 
true  financial  position,  bo  see  whether  they  ap- 
proved of  these  measures  or  not.  There  is  not 
a  member  in  the  House  who  can  really  and 
truly  say  his  constituency  is  in  favour  of  these 
measures.  And  I  am  not  going  to  be  unfaithful 
to  my  pledges  to  my  constituents — I  am  not 
gomg  to  plunge  my  constituency  into  such 
large  borrowing  proposals,  till  I  have  unfolded 
to  them  what  I  conceive  these  proposals  to  be, 
and  got  their  opinion  as  to  whether  they  are 
good  for  them  or  the  country.  If  they  tell  me 
in  unmistakable  terms  that  they  wish  for  the 
policy,  it  will  he  for  me  to  consider  whether  I 
am  prepared  to  support  the  proposals  or  retire 
from  the  arena.  But  until  I  nave  met  my 
constituents  and  placed  before  them  these  mea- 
Euree  I  absolutely  refuse  to  allow  myself  to  be 
tied  up  to  these  proposals  enunciated  by  the 
Government.  What  are  the  proposals  ?  Let 
us  look  at  some  of  them.  What  are  the  pro- 
posals for  this  year  ?  A  million  and  a  half  for 
loans  to  settlers,  £250,000  lands  for  settlement, 
£S50,000  for  Kative-land  purchase,  £250,000 
for  roads  and  bridges,  a  million  for  Consols: 
that  makes  £3,250,000;  and  then  there  come 
contingencies  that  we  cannot  ignore.  Honour- 
able members  have  all  had  placed  in  their 
fugeoD-boles  the  report  of  the  Midland  Railway 
Cmnmittee,  and  have  seen  how  the  Premier 
is  leading  proposals  that  the  sum  of  £618,000 
ihall  be  paid  by  the  House  to  the  Midland 
Bailway  Company  to  complete  the  line.  Then, 
there  is  a  contingent  liability  of  two  millions 
to  the  bank.  And  that  business  is  not  settled 
yet,  and  when  we  have  done  with  the  bank  we 
shall  find  four  millions  of  Government  money 
in  it.  I  regret  that,  instead  of  making  this  a 
contingent  liability,  the  Oovcinment  did  not 
detennine  to  put  three  millions  cash  into  the 
bank,  and  have  full  participation  in  it,  and  not 
■imply  a  contingent  interest.  This  policy  is 
not  one  that  can  stop  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
If  the  present  Government  remain  on  those 
benches  till  the  end  of  our  term — and  there 
is  every  indication  they  will  do  so — they  will 
carry  this  on  for  three  years ;  and,  even  if 
they  lose  tbe  confidence  of  the  country  and 
are  onsted,  no  succeeding  Government  could 
at  once  shut  down  on  these  proposals.  It 
would  take  at  least  two  years  for  any  other 
occupants  of  those  Treasury  benches  to  taper 
o9  and  end  the  course  entered  into  by  these 
plungers.  With  all  their  boldness  and  pressure 
npon  members  the  present  position  so  frightens 
them  that  they  dare  not  do  what  it  is  in  their 
heart*  to  do — make  the  roads,  the  bridges,  and 
Natrve-Iand-pnrcbase  proposals  for  the  same 
term  as  the  Land  for  Settlements  loan  policy— 


a  five-year  currency  also.  But  this  will  follow 
as  a  necessity.  If  you  take  these  Bills  for  five 
years  and  the  loans  to  settlers  for  five  years  you 
come  up  to  a  matter  of  £16,250,000  for  five 
years'  proposals.  A  million  and  a  half  for  five 
years  for  advances  to  settlers  is  £7,500,000; 
£250,000  for  five  years  for  lands  for  settle- 
ment, £1,260,000;  £500,000  for  five  years  for 
Native  lands  and  roads  and  bridges,  £2,500,000. 
A  million  of  Consols, — and,  as  this  is  really 
meant  to  wipe  the  slate  of  all  Treasury  bills, 
and  powers  still  remain  to  recontraot  or  issue 
fresh  Treasury  bills,  we  may  put  to  this  an 
additional  million  during  the  term  of  this  Par- 
liament. That  makes  £13,250,000.  If  you  add 
to  that  £618,000  which,  if  the  Premier  can  drag 
his  forces  into  the  lobby,  he  proposes  to  give 
to  the  Midland  Bailway,  it  makes  £18,868,000. 
The  Premier  means  to  dissever  the  Nelson  Dis- 
trict from  the  main  contract.  In  order  to  con- 
trol the  Canterbury  vote  the  Government  ore 
determined  to  put  their  proposal  through  at  all 
hazards.  Then  you  have  got  the  £2,000,000 
contingent  liability,  which  makes  £15,868,000 
of  actual  and  oontingent  liabilities.  We  have 
got  to  explain  our  action  in  regard  to  this 
matter  to  our  oonstituents.  I  say  I  absolutely 
decline  to  have  anything  to  do  with  such  pro- 
posals. I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  returned 
twice  to  this  House  as  a  representative  of  la- 
bour— as  a  working-man.  If  I  leave  this  House 
I  go  back  to  the  same  ranks  I  came  from. 
My  reading  of  history  on  this  question  shows 
me  that  every  loan  policy  in  the  case  of  every 
nation  has  been  disastrous  to  the  working-men. 
I  do  not  care  whether  you  go  to  the  war  coun- 
tries of  Kurope,  or  whether  you  go  to  England, 
or  to  the  newer  country  of  America,  the  same 
thing  comes  out — namely,  just  as  you  build  up 
the  national  indebtedness,  so  must  you  neces- 
sarily have  taxation  imposed,  and  such  taxation 
must  come  out  of  the  bone  and  sinew — the 
working-men,  the  producers — of  the  country. 
Because  I  hold  these  views,  I  cannot  support 
these  proposals  of  the  Government.  I  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with 
them  on  these  grounds  —  on  their  borrowing 
proposals.  I  say  that  their  proposals  put  to  the 
blush  the  proposals  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  There 
is  not  an  Anglo-Saxon  country  to-day  which  is 
plunging  in  the  manner  in  which  the  present 
Government  are  plunging  here.  Who  put  them 
there?  Was  it  not  the  working-man's  vote  of 
New  Zealand?  Is  this  the  return  for  tbe  trust 
reposed  in  them?  Is  this  following  out  the 
proposals  of  the  late  John  Ballance  and  the 
last  Parliament  ?  I  say  now,  as  I  said  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  that  it  was  a  national 
calamity  to  the  working-men  that  that  man 
died.  I  think  so  still.  I  have  no  faith,  I  have 
no  trust,  T  do  not  believe  in  the  honour  of  the 
men  on  those  benches  to  stand  by  the  interests 
of  the  working-men  of  New  Zealand  ;  and,  be- 
cause I  hold  these  views,  I  shall  oppose  their 
proposals  up  to  the  hilt. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— I  am  surprised  at  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  last  addressed  the  House.  He  denounced 
the  Government  because  they  are  endeavouring 
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to  raise  money  in  the  colony  for  colonial  pur- 
poses. Why,  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, since  this  Parliament  assembled,  .  has 
brought  forward,  and  if  he  could  he  would 
carry,  proposals  for  Donedin  and  Otago  whioh 
would  require  a  loan  of  half  a  million.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  one  of  the  advocates 
for  the  completion  of  the  Otago  Oentral  line. 
An  honourable  gentleman  asks,  "What  has 
that  to  do  with  it  ?  " 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Well,  he  was  making 
such  a  noise  and  rattle  behind  me  I  thought 
that  was  what  he  said.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man considers  that  work  the  most  important 
in  the  colony.  I  ask  him,  if  he  has  the  brain- 
power which  he  ought  to  have,  to  say  how  that 
line  can  be  constructed,  or  other  public  works 
of  that  magnitude  be  made,  unless  the  Oovem- 
meut  raise  moneys  by  loan  or  otherwise  ?  So 
far  as  this  particular  Bill  is  concerned,  I  am 
going  to  support  it,  and  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  out  their  proposal.  Because, 
first,  it  is  a  policy  Bill,  and  next  because — why 
should  not  New  Zealand  issue  Consols  such  as 
they  have  in  other  countries  ?  In  those  countries 
Consols  are  issued  in  which  people  can  invest 
their  money.  There  are  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  people  in  the  world  who  would  make 
use  of  such  a  system  for  investing  their 
money.  There  is  many  a  man  who,  wishing 
to  provide  for  his  children,  desires  to  make  a 
safe  investment,  to  place  his  money  beyond 
the  ris^  or  responsibility  in  connection  with 
banks  or  building  societies,  or  the  dishonesty 
of  a  private  trustee,  or  bad  judgment  in  making 
investments.  Now,  this  proposal  opens  up  an 
avenue  for  such  investments,  and  I  believe, 
if  this  Bill  is  carried,  the  Oovernment  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  raising  a  million  of  money 
in  the  colony  in  order  to  carry  this  proposal 
out  to  its  completion.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  Government  proposals, — about 
their  going  in  for  twelve,  fifteen,  or  even 
twenty  millions  of  money.  I  say  the  Govern- 
ment, in  a  country  like  New  Zealand,  will  be 
called  upon  in  the  next  few  years  not  only  to 
go  in  for  a  million  or  fifteen  millions,  but  to  go 
in  for  thirty  or  forty  millions. 

Hon.  Membkbs. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Yes,  thirty  or  forty 
millions,  if  they  are  to  carry  out  all  that  is 
asked  of  them  by  members  of  this  House. 
Deputations  from  Auckland  and  Dunedin  and 
all  parts  of  the  colony  have  asked,  for  instance, 
for  the  consolidation  of  our  local  loans.  I  for 
one  have  been  urging  upon  the  colony  to  go 
in  for  the  consolidation  of  local  loans.  I  was 
one  of  those  who  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  take  up  the  important  question  of  consoli- 
dating our  harbour  loans.  How  can  the  Go- 
vernment make  roads  and  railways,  and  open 
up  the  country,  purchase  Native  land,  and"  do 
other  public  works  unless  they  have  money  ? 
And  how  can  the  Government  get  money  unless 
they  raise  the  money,  in  this  way?  A  large 
number  of  Government  supporters  objected  to 
these  proposals  because  the  money  was  to  bo 
paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund.  What  they 
Ur.  E.  M.  Smith 


want  is  for  the  Government  to  define  how  they 
are  going  to  use  the  money.  A  large  nambet 
of  honourable  gentlemen  have  asked  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  a  portion  of  the  consolidated 
revenue  for  hospitejs  and  charitable  aid.  If 
there  are  no  funds  going  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  only  the  Customs  and  ordinary  revenue, 
how  can  the  Government  carry  out  their  policy? 
The  great  drawback  of  democracy  is  this  :  We 
speak  on  the  floor  of  this  House  of  the  triomph 
of  the  democracy,  of  the  grand  triumph  of 
labour  being  represented  here  ;  but  the  de- 
mocracy has  failed  in  one  point,  because  it  is 
afraid  to  trust  the  democracy;  it  is  afraid  to 
trust  the  Government  which  has  been  elected 
by  the  people.  It  is  a  weak  point  in  the  links 
of  the  chain  when  we  find  men  who  have  been 
returned  to  this  House  as  the  direct  representa- 
tives of  labour  denouncing  the  Government 
and  the  Government  policy,  and  denouncing 
everything  which  would  be  in  the  interests  (rf 
the  settler.  I  know  hundreds  of  men  who  aie 
on  small  sections  of  land,  on  fifty,  a  hundred, 
or  two  hundred  acres  of  land  —  sober,  in- 
dustrious, hard-working  men,  men  who  get 
up  at  dawn  of  day  and  who  work  till  daris: 
these  men  are  worthy  of  some  consideration, 
and  it  is  by  these  policy  Bills  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to 
these  men.  It  has  been  said  in  this  debate 
that  the  Liberal  party  proclaimed  from  the 
public  platforms  that  they  were  going  in  for  a 
non-borrowing  policy.  And  they  have  kept  theii 
pledge  faithfully.  They  stated  that  they  would 
carry  out  that  policy  until  they  had  placed 
the  finances  of  the  colony  on  a  sound  footing. 
I  maintain  that  the  Government  have  placed 
the  finances  of  the  colony  on  a  sound  footing. 
We  have  come  down  ever  since  we  have  been 
in  power  with  a  surplus.  We  have  been  able 
to  convert  our  national  debt,  and  I  unhesi- 
tatingly say  that,  if  a  direct  loan  was  placed 
on  the  English  market  of  ten  millions  at  the 
present  time,  it  would  be  doubly  and  trebly 
subscribed.  That  would  be  a  fair  test  of  how 
we  stand  n-  the  Home  market.  The  quar- 
ter of  a  million  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
land  in  the  North  Island  wUl  easily  be  ex- 
pended. I  know  Natives  who  have  been  waiting 
for  years  for  the  Government  to  purchase  their 
land.  We  should  have  in  Taranaki  an  officer 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Department  under  the 
control  of  the  Land  Board ;  and  I  hope  the 
Minister  will  make  provision  before  the  closing 
of  this  session  for  the  carrying-out  of  my  sug- 
gestion. That  officer  would  be  able  to  pur- 
chase thousands  of  acres  of  land  from  the 
Natives  during  the  next  twelve  months,  and 
splendid  land  too,  where  there  are  roods  and 
rivers.  Then  we  shall  have  such  progress  as 
we  ought  to  have.  I  think  the  Consols  will  be 
largely  taken  up  by  trustees  and  others  who 
wish  perfectly  safe  investments.  When  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  replying  I  am  sure  he  will 
convince  and  satisfy  the  House  with  reference 
to  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  the  money.  It 
is  on  these  lines  that  I  shall  support  the  Go- 
vernment, believing  aa  I  do  that  from  1890 
every  Bill  which  they  have  brought  in  has  been 
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in  tbe  interests  of  the  oonntry — not  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  classes,  bnt  in  the  interests  of  the 
masses.  Ko  Government  has  done  so  much 
for  the  industrial  classes,  no  Qovemment  has 
dona  so  mach  for  the  working-men  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  no  Government  has  endeavoured  to 
do  so  maoh  for  them.  Since  I  landed  in  this 
colony  thirty -five  years  ago  I  have  watched 
the  progress  of  New  Zealand.  I  have  studied 
its  politics.  I  know  what  was  done  by  the 
Contuiaoas  Ministry,  and  by  the  remnants 
of  that  party  who  are  now  represented  in  such 
small  omnbers  on  the  Opposition  benches, 
.g  I  know  we  have  none  of  those  large 
land  jobs  which  we  used  to  have.  Wo 
have  now  the  national  estate  cut  up  into  small 
and  reasonable  areas,  and  where  before  one 
person  had  the  chance  of  getting  land,  three 
hundred  or  five  hundred  people  have  the 
chance  now.  A  man  with  very  little  cash  is 
now  i^orded  the  opportunity  of  taking  up 
land  equally  with  the  man  who  has  great  re- 
soarces  in  the  bank  and  could  get  large 
overdrafts  ;  and.  Sir,  when  I  study  and  care- 
fully weigh  over  what  is  being  done,  to  find 
oat  how  the  colony  is  progressing  from  year 
to  year,  how  the  land  is  being  settled,  how 
roads  are  being  opened  up,  and  how  peaceably 
the  people  are  going  on,  I  say  it  is,  for  me,  an 
object-lesson  and  a  guiding  star  not  to  desert 
the  Government,  but  to  freely  lend  them  all  the 
support  I  can  with  a  view  to  keeping  them  in 
power.  And  I  say  this :  They  have  a  right  to 
get  this  sapport  from  their  party  when  those 
honourable  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  are 
trying  to  destroy  and  detract  from  the  merits 
of  the  Government,  and  when  they  are  trying  to 
depreciate  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Government 
in  order  that  they  may  destroy  the  Govern- 
ment. What  is  the  great  object  and  aim  of 
the  Opposition,  both  of  the  past  and  present  ? 
It  is  a  part  of  their  functions  to  try  and  show 
that  the  Government  is  doing  that  which  is 
wicked  and  which  will  destroy  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  colony.  What  for?  Is  it 
because  they  think  that  if  they  were  able  to 
change  from  that  side  of  the  House  to  this 
side  to-morrow  they  would  be  in  a  position 
to  bring  down  more  sound  policy  Bills,  or 
BilU  that  would  be  more  in  the  interest  of 
what  ahontd  be  national  progress?  Not  at 
all.  It  is  a  qnestion  with  them  of  the  ins  and 
the  onis ;  it  is  not  a  question  of  what  are  the 
wants  of  the  community.  Now,  what  I  do 
maintain  is  this:  that,  in  spite  of  the  weak- 
nesses or  defects  in  the  Qovemment  proposals, 
there  has  not  been  one  measure  brought  into 
the  House  in  which  has  not  been  displayed  an 
anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
do  the  best  they  can  for  all  classes  of  the  com- 
mmiity,  and  especially  the  industrial  class, 
especially  the  settlers  who  are  going  on  the 
land.  And  while  I  know  that,  and  while  I  am 
watching  them  very  carefully,  and  while  I  see 
they  are  prepared  to  amend  clauses  in  their 
Bills  where  necessary,  and  are  prepared  to  be 
guided  by  their  supporters  in  amending  clauses 
m  Older  to  strengthen  this  measure,  in  order  to 
make  it  secure,  in  order  to  give  proper  safe- 


guards to  the  people  of  the  colony, — when,  Sir, 
I  feel  that  the  Government  are  acting  in  that 
manner,  and  are  willing  to  meet  us  in  that 
way,  I  say  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  surround 
them,  to  rally  round  them,  and  keep  the 
small  minority  of  an  Opposition  from  out- 
flanking them,  from  getting  a  snatch  vote 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  say,  "The 
Government  is  defeated  by  a  majority  in  the 
House."  Sir,  I  say  I  look  upon  these  Go- 
vernment policy  Bills,  as  I  have  said  over 
and  over  again,  as  being  in  the  interests  of 
the  people ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  honourable 
gentlemen  who  claim  to  be  Liberals  saying 
they  wiU  not  support  the  Qovemment,  and 
that  they  are  prepared  to  go  back  to  their  con- 
stituents to-morrow.  I  only  wish  they  had 
the  opportunity  of  goiog  back  to  their  consti- 
tuents to-morrow.  I  prophesied  at  the  last 
election  where  some  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  would  be,  and  my  prophecy  came 
true.  I  prophesy  now,  concerning  some  of 
those  gentlemen,  that  if  a  dissolution  took  place 
to-morrow,  and  they  went  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, this  would  happen:  that  some  of 
them  would  not  return  again.  When  we  con- 
tested •the  election  in  the  interests  of  the 
working-men  in  1890  we  said  we  were  going  to 
support  the  Liberal  Government — that  we  were 
going  to  support  them  because  they  were  en- 
deavouring to  do  the  very  best  they  could  for 
the  working-classes;  and  this  is  the  only  Go- 
vernment that  has  ever  legislated  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  working-men ;  and.  Sir,  when  at  the 
last  election  they  were  going  on  the  same  Imes 
that  they  have  since  taken,  and  which  they 
had  advocated  before,  it  was  the  working-men 
who  put  them  in.  Now  we  are  asked  to 
go  back  to  these  working  -  men  and  ask 
whether  they  are  going  to  be  finoodled.  They 
would  find  they  are  not,  and  would  find  them- 
selves relegated  to  an  outside  ticket.  There  is 
no  doubt  of  it.  Let  the  experiment  be  tried, 
and  we  shall  find  some  other  honourable 
gentlemen  sitting  in  those  seats  instead  of  my 
honourable  friends.  This  is  now  the  20tfa  of 
September,  and  there  is  still  a  large  amount  of 
business  to  get  through,  and  I  shall  therefore 
make  my  remarks  very  brief.  But  I  do  ask  the 
Liberal  party  to  remember  it  was  returned  at 
the  last  general  election  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment, to  carefully  watch  the  Opposition, 
to  carefully  watch  their  tactics,  and  not,  in  a 
weak  moment,  to  allow  the  Government  to  be 
defeated  by  these  side-issues.  If  the  Opposi- 
tion want  to  prove  the  strength  of  the  Govern- 
ment, why  did  they  not  come  down  with  a  bold 
no-confidence  motion  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session  ?  No,  they  would  not  do  that.  They 
had  not  pluck  enough  to  do  that,  because  they 
knew  it  would  be  like  the  fly  trying  to  attack 
the  elephant,  which  would  flick  it  away  and 
say,  "  Get  away  to  destruction."  That  would 
have  been  the  eSeot.  What  they  do  is  to 
bring  in  amendments  which  are  really  an  in- 
direct way  of  seeking  to  pass  a  vote  of  censnie 
on  the  Government.  Well,  they  have  sought 
to  get  a  vote  of  no  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment passed ;  and  what  do  they  find  was  the 
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lesalt?  They  found  out  last  night  when  the 
division  was  taken.  What  was  the  result? 
Tbii-ty-eight  to  sixteen.  That  was  the  re- 
sult; and  I  think  that  is  a  good  indication 
of  the  position  which  the  Oovernment  holds  in 
this  House.  Sir,  I  feel  convinced  that  it  is  a 
great  grievance  with  the  Opposition,  and  the 
reason  wliy  they  are  so  infernally  wild  is  that 
they  are  sorry  the  Government  is  going  in 
for  this  groat  policy ;  because  they  know  that, 
if  the  Government  can  only  purchase  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poxmds'  worth  of 
land  in  the  North  Island,  if  the  Government 
spend  money  on  the  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
if  they  spend  £250,000  on  roads  and  bridges, 
and  keep  on  placing  the  people  on  the  land, 
they  are  safe  and  sound,  as  far  as  the  taxpayers 
of  this  colony  are  concerned,  for  the  next 
twenty  years, — and  that  is  where  the  wrath 
comes  in.  Why,  I  heard  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition — he  is  now  in  another 
place — talking  the  other  day,  and  I  overheard 
him  say,  "If  the  Government  can  only  get 
this  policy  affirmed  they  will  be  safe  for  the 
next  twenty  years."  That  is  what  they  be- 
lieve ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  We  are 
going  on  splendidly,  and  if  we  only  go  in  the 
way  we  are  going  now  we  shall  have  what  this 
great  country  wants  —  peace,  progress,  and 
prosperity ;  and  in  order  to  attain  that,  and 
to  bring  it  about,  I  am  going  to  support  the 
Government  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  very  long  in  dis- 
cussing the  measure  before  us.  I  am  going  to 
support  it,  although  I  shall  try  to  have  it 
amended  in  certain  direotions  in  Committee — 
with  regard  to  this  clause  35,  and  perhaps  one 
or  two  others.  But,  still,  I  think  this  Bill  will 
commend  itself  to  the  country,  and  acting  on 
that  belief  I  rise  here  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
plaining to  the  House  in  a  few  words  the 
reason  why  I  support  it.  Of  my  own  personal 
knowledge  I  know  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  in  tliis  country  that  is 
awaiting  development,  that  is  awaiting  invest- 
ment, but  that  in  the  meantime  is  locked  up, 
for  the  people  who  own  it  will  not  invest  in 
financial  institutions:  they  will  not  invest  in 
banks ;  and  I  am  sure  we  can  scarcely  blame 
them.  And,  knowing  that,  what,  then,  these 
people  have  to  be  provided  with  is  a  good  in- 
vestment for  their  money.  I  am  well  pleased 
to  see  this  Government  is  attempting,  by  intro- 
ducing this  Consols  Bill,  to  afford  an  outlet  for 
these  people's  money.  Of  course,  although 
this  Bill  gives  authority  to  raise  a  million  in 
Consols,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  a 
million  of  Consols  is  to  be  subscribed  in  the 
colony  at  once, — that  this  million  is  going 
to  be  raised  in  a  few  months,  or  the  next 
year  or  two.  In  fact,  my  own  individual  opin- 
ion is  that  if  this  Govemmeot  manages  to 
get  a  matter  of  £250,000,  or  at  the  most 
£500,000,  of  New  Zealand  money  invested  in 
Consols  within  the  next  twelve  months  it  will 
have  done  very  good  work.  Now,  I  am  in- 
clined to  object  to  one  or  two  remarks  that 
iell  from  some  of  the  speaketB  this  Kftemoon, 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


and  in  the  first  place  I  should  like  jaat  to  give 
a  running  commentary  on  some  of  fche  state- 
ments that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  the  City  of  Dunedin  (Mr.  E&msh&w).  The 
honourable  gentleman  introduced  himself  in  a 
very  happy  manner,  and  taunted  ^tbe  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Collins) 
with  introducing  what  may  be  termed  the 
comedy  element.  And,  of  coarse,  seeing  that 
he  taunted  the  lionourable  gentleman  with  in- 
troducing the  comedy  element,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  the  honourable  members  who  may 
criticize  him  must  be  introducing  wh&t  may 
be  termed  the  dramatic  element.  Now,  I 
know  that  earnestness,  or  tragedy,  is  not  a 
characteristic  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  was  criticizing  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Collins).  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  this  principle  that  we  are  now 
discussing  is  not  a  large  one,  but  from  the  very 
moment  this  session  opened  the  honourable 
member  (Mr.  Eamshaw)  has  simply  been  posing 
not  only  before  the  eyes  of  the  House,  bat 
also  before  the  eyes  of  bis  constituents,  with 
regard  to  the  position  be  has  taken  up  on  this 
measure,  and  in  various  other  directions.  So  I 
think  it  com'es  with  very  bad  grace  from  him 
I  to  taunt  other  honourable  gentlemen  in  this 
I  House  with  enacting  a  part  in  light  comedy  or 
in  any  other  form.  Another  statement  the 
I  honourable  gentleman  mads  was  that  this 
I  measure  would  satisfy  the  Government.  Li 
I  my  opinion.  Sir,  it  will  satisfy  the  people  as 
I  well ;  it  will  satisfy  the  people  of  this  colony ; 
I  and  so  convinced  am  I  of  this  that,  if  Uiie 
Consols  Bill  were  placed  before  the  country  at 
the  present  time,  and  an  election  taken  upon 
it,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  people  of 
the  colony  would  indorse  the  measures  the 
Government  have  brought  down  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  send  them  baok  reinforced — 
at  least,  would  send  back  their  old  supporters. 
Some  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  ate 
consistently  and  persistently  opposing  the  Qo- 
yernment  measures  have  certainly  not  been 
actuated  in  all  cases  by  a  sense  of  what  their 
constituents  required.  I  think  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  what  may  be  termed  the  personal 
element  introduced  into  these  matters,  and,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  use  a  phrase  which  was 
used  the  other  evening,  I  would  say  that  some 
men  are  Liberals  for  what  they  cein  get  out  at 
Liberalism ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  large 
number  of  the  criticisms  which  we  have  heaid 
here  in  this  House  have  simply  emanated  frcna 
those  who  may  be  termed  opportunist  poli- 
ticians. I  am  no  opportunist  politician  who 
merely  sticks  to  Liberalism  for  what  he  can 
get  out  of  it.  I  have  never  denied  nor  disputed 
the  fact  that  I  am  a  worker,  and  that  I  have 
come  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  workers,  and  I 
can  go  back  to  their  ranks  to-morrovr  if  neces- 
sary. When  I  was  returned  at  the  last  general 
election  I  told  the  electors  that  I  had  sevonl 
planks  in  my  platform,  which  I  enumerated, 
and  I  said  to  them,  "  If  you  do  not  like  thera, 
do  not  vote  for  me."  But  there  are  other 
members  who  have  been  trying  to  sit  between 
two  stools,  and  then,  onoe  they  are  letuiiud. 
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(bey  define    ihe  stool  they  are  going  to  sit 
upon.     The  honourable  member  for  Danedin 
City  (Mr.  £am8haw)  also  said  that  might  is 
not  right,  &nd  that  it  did  not  necessarily  follow 
the  meaBures    they  broaght  down  were   right 
simply  bec&uae  the  Government  had  a  majo- 
rity at  their  back.     I  wonder  what  would  have 
been  thought  of  the  honourable  gentleman  if 
he  had  stood  up  in  Danedin  a  month  before  the 
election  and  talked  in  this  manner ;  and,  if  he 
had  made  statements  of  this  description,  what 
chance  would  he  have  had  of  election?    Was 
not  might    right    there?    The    people,   by  a 
majority,    returned    the    larger  proportion   of 
members  of  this  House  pledged  to  support  the 
liberal  Government.    They  were  the  majority, 
and  fay  the  majority  they  were  certainly  right. 
Now  tre  find   the  very  honourable  gentlemen 
who  are  returned  by  majorities — ^by  the  law  of 
majority — turning  round  and  saying  that  the 
majority  is  not  right.    Well,  it  does  nob  neces- 
sarily follow  that  majorities  are  always  right. 
I  do  not  think  the  majority  was  right 'when 
ihey  retarned  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
made   that   remark.     Kow,  there  is  another 
statement  that  has  been  made,  and  this  state- 
ment  enaajaated  from  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House — that  the  three  Ministers  who  spoke 
here  last  night  differed  in  telling  the  same 
story.     Well,  I   did  not  pay  very  particular 
attention    to  the  account  the  Ministers  were 
giving,  because  I  think  the  Ministers  can  take 
very  good  oare  of  themselves ;  but  I  am  going 
to  pay   particular  attention   to  some  of   the 
stories  that    have   been    told   by  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House, 
and  by  some  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
shoald  be  sitting  along  with  them.    Now,  no 
two  of  them  agree  with  regard  to  their  inter- 
pretation of  the  effect  of  these  measures.     The 
honouiable    member    for   Christchurch    City 
(U.W.  Q.  J.  Smith)  stated  that  the  Qovernment 
measures  submitted  and  those  they  were  going 
to  being  down — the  measures  referred  to  in  the 
Budget — were   going   to  pledge  this  colony  to 
boziow  to  the  exUtai  of  upwards  of  £14,000,000. 
We  had  also  a  statement  from  the  repressnta- 
tiTc  of  Danedin  City  (Mr.  Eamshaw)   to  the 
effect  that  it  was  upwards  of  £18,000,000,  and 
that  honourable  gentleman  had  carefully-pre- 
pajred   tables,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  took 
great  care  to  compile  them,  and  to  see  that  his 
fignres  were  properly  placed  before  he  read 
them  out ;  so  that  there  is  only  a  diSerence  of 
£4,000,000  between  the  figures  of  what  I  may 
term  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the  middle 
mrty,  though  I  dare  say  their  sources  of  in- 
formation were  the  same,  if  traced  to  the  foun- 
tain-head.   It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that,  if 
we  can  make   mistakes   on  this   side  of   the 
JSoose, — which  I  do  not  admit, — the  members 
of  the  Opposition,  and  those  who  have  criticized 
this  measuie,  cumot  say  that  they  do  not  play 
tbe    same    tune.    Now,  with  regard  to   this 
£18,000,000  and  £14,000,000,-1  am  not  going 
to  attempt  to  dispute  the  figures,  for  I  think  it 
would  be  absnrd  to  take  them  in  earnest  and  to 
^t„ttn^  them, — ^but  those  gentlemen  who  have 
between  them  a  difference  of  four  millions  have 


not  said  a  single  word  about  the  assets  the 
colony  is  going  to  acquire  by  the  expenditure  of 
the  money.  There  is  a  million  and  a  half  a 
year  to  be  lent  to  settlers  of  the  colony  on 
freehold  and  leasehold  property,  and  they  say 
that  will  amount  in  five  years  to  seven  and  a 
half  millions ;  and  yet  we  ore  not,  according 
to  what  has  been  said,  to  have  one  shilling's 
worth  of  property  to  represent  that  seven  and 
a  half  millions  invested  in  mortgages  in  t)ie 
colony  I  If  there  are  mortgages  there  must  be 
assets ;  and  yet  you  are  to  have  no  assets  I  I 
think  it  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to  try  to 
follow  those  honourable  gentlemen,  owing  to 
the  illogical  position  they  take  up.  There  was 
also  a  very  flattering  remark  made  by  aa 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House :  in  fact,  when  he  made  it  I  felt 
amused,  for  the  first  time  during  the  course  of 
the  debate.  I  refer  to  the  remark  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Otaki.  He  said  that 
the  Ministers  were  taking  a  leaf  out  of  the  lata 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  book,  and  that  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  as  a  rule,  kept  back  his  policy 
measures  to  the  last  week,  or  to  the  end,  of 
the  session,  and  then  drove  them  through  the 
House  with  the  iron  heel  of  his  majority. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  said  that 
belongs  to  the  party  who  have  lauded  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  to  the  skies,  and  who  was  a 
consistent  supporter  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  I 
think  it  says  very  little  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  try  to  traduce  the  memory 
of  his  late  leader  by  using  an  argument  of 
that  description.  I  can  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that,  if  that  was  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son's style,  it  is  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  style 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now  preside 
over  these  benches :  at  least,  it  is  not,  so  far  as 
anything  that  has  yet  come  to  my  knowledge. 
They  have  not  driven  us,  or  used  the  iron  heel 
of  a  majority:  in  fact,  though  I  have  heard 
a  good  deal  about  being  driven  into  the  lobby 
by  the  Whips,  there  has  been  nothing  of  the 
kind.  If  there  has  been  anything  approaching 
it,  it  has  been  the  counting  of  noses  by  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  see  how  many 
members  they  were  likely  to  carry  away  from 
this  disorganized  right  wing — how  many  have 
broken  away. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — It  is  the  left  wing. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Left  or  right  is  im- 
material, it  is  not  of^much  account ;  it  is  in  the 
centre  where  the  pressure  comes.  I  can  assure 
the  House  there  has  been  no  pressure  brought 
to  bear  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  only  wish 
further  to  impress  upon  members  the  neces- 
sity of  carefully  considering  the  proposals  that 
have  been  submitted  by  Ministers.  Although 
they  may  not  agree  witli  them  entirely,  they 
must  remember  this :  that  a  large  number  of 
the  objeotions  that  have  been  raised  during 
the  course  of  the  debate  are  simply  Committee 
objections,  and  those  objections  can  be  met  in 
Committee,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be, 
for  I  have  never  known  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
or  any  of  the  Ministers  take  np  an  antagonistic 
position  in  Committee  and  say  that  they  would 
not  allow  their  Bills  to  be  amended.    To  say. 
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aa  has  been  said,  that  the  Ministry  is  going  in 
entirely  for  a  borrowing  policy  is  certainly  in- 
oorrect  and  misleading,  because,  m  I  have  said 
before,  this  certainly  is  not  borrowing.  I  said 
that  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  in  the  finan- 
cial debate,  and  I  do  not  want  to  go  over  the 
same  ground  again.  I  say  that  the  money  that 
is  invested  in  land,  and  the  money  that  is 
lent  out  to  settlers,  is  not  borrowing ;  it  is 
simply  that  the  Government  is  guaranteeing  to 
the  money-lender  that  his  interest  will  be  paid, 
in  order  that  money  may  be  provided  for  the 
settlers  at  a  greatly-reduced  rate  of  interest. 
And  why  should  wo  not?  I  know  that  our 
settlers,  in  the  past,  have  paid  10  sjid  12  per 
cent,  and  upwards,  and  that  the  last  drop  has 
been  taken  out  of  them.  I  know  a  man  who 
made  an  application  to  a  financial  institution 
in  Dunedin  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
a  valuer  was  sent  out  to  value  the  property, 
and  for  that  valuation  £5  5s.  was  charged, 
although  the  train-fare  would  not  be  more 
than  half  a  sovereign,  and  the  valuer  oould 
go  to  the  farm,  value  it,  and  return  to 
town  the  same  afternoon.  Then,  any  one  who 
has  been  in  the  lawyers'  hands  knows  what  a 
serious  item  the  solicitors'  expenses  are,  and  if 
you  take  that  item,  and  the  valuers'  fees,  you 
will  find  that  the  borrower  always  has  to  pay 
10  or  12  per  cent.,  or  more.  Under  the  new 
system  a  settler  will  receive  his  money  at  5  per 
cent.,  and  the  expenses  of  lodging  the  applica- 
tion and  procuring  the  necessary  mortgage- 
bonds  are  very  small;  and  on  that  account 
alone  the  measure,  I  think,  should  commend 
itself  to  any  business-man,  or  to  any  man  with 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  longer,  but  will  simply 
say  that  I  intend  to  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— This  Bill  is  so  important 
that  I  hardly  care  about  giving  a  silent  vote 
upon  its  second  reading.  I  shall  occupy  the 
House  only  a  very  few  minutes  in  expressing 
my  opinion  upon  the  principle  which  it  con- 
tains. I  think.  Sir,  it  has  been  generally  ad- 
mitted that  this  is  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  borrow  a  million  within  the  colony 
at  i  per  cent,  per  annum.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  According  to  the  Bill,  this  money 
will  be  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund  when- 
ever it  is  received  ;  but  it  does  not  tell  us  what 
is  the  object  for  which  this  money  is  to  be 
borrowed.  Now,  I  feel  that,  as  members  of 
this  House  and  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  have  a  right  to  know  in  what  direction  this 
money  is  going  to  be  used.  I  for  one  must 
most  emphatically  protest  against  a  Ministry 
being  given  a  million  of  money  to  do  what  they 
like  with.  The  whole  policy  of  the  Government 
seems  to  be  one  of  borrow,  borrow — continual 
borrowing.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  is  evidently 
of  opinion  that  the  only  way  to  make  the  colony 
prosperous  is  to  borrow  as  much  as  ever  he 
can,  and  as  often  as  ever  he  can.  Whatever 
may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  public  debt  of  the 
oolony  will  be  increased  by  the  amount  of 
money  which  we  are  able  to  raise  in  the  way 
of  Consols,  and  that  there  will  be  another 
Afr.  Moniion 


£40,000  or  £50,000  a  year  to  be  screwed  out 
of  the  taxpayer  on  account  of  interest.  Sir, 
when  the  history  of  this  colony  oomes  to  be 
written  the  great  Liberal  party,  of  which  wa 
have  heard  so  much  this  afternoon — the  Groat 
Liberal  Party,  written  in  large  capitals — will 
be  known  as  the  great  borrowing  party,  the 
party  who  are  liberal  with  other  people's 
money.  Sir,  the  Premier  told  us  last  night, 
in  speaking  to  the  Bill— and  be  told  us  it  in 
that  benevolent  way  which  suits  him  so  nicely 
and  which  we  all  know  so  well  he  assumes 
whenever  he  has  a  bad  cause  to  defend — that 
the  colony  was  poor  because  the  people  had 
no  safe  investments  for  their  money.  Sir,  does 
he  forget  that  we  have  banks  guaranteed  by 
the  colony,  numerous  private  savings-banks, 
and  the  Post-Oifice  Saving-Bank,  with  branches 
in  all  directions  ?  Sir,  the  fact  is,  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  up  their  minds  to  have  this 
money,  and  the  Premier  thinks  a  bad  excuse 
is  better  than  none.  Then,  he  went  on  to  tell 
us  that  the  Government  were  not  short  of 
funds,  and  he  went  over  a  list  of  sums  of 
money  which  he  said  they  hod  in  hand.  But 
only  two  months  ago,  as  every  member  of  this 
House  knows,  he  came  down  and  told  us  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury  required  that 
the  land-tax  should  be  collected  four  months 
in  advance.  Sir,  he  forgets  that  membem 
of  this  House,  and  the  people  of  this  colony, 
are  able  to  draw  their  own  conclusions  from 
these  facts.  In  common  with  many  other 
members,  I  was  returned  to  oppose  a  borrow- 
ing policy  in  every  possible  form,  and  I  intend 
doing  80,  and  consequently  I  intend  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
„  oQ  Mr.  MILLAR. — Sir,  I  may  say  that 
'  I  was  rather  surprised  at  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  Opposition  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  We  were  told  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, in  his  opening  remarks,  that  the  money 
which  is  proposed  to  be  borrowed  here  would 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  number 
of  Treasury  bills.  I  have  heard  it  stated  on 
several  cocasions — and,  in  fact,  1  have  heard 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  condemned  because  of 
the  fact — that  he  has  depleted  the  Government 
Insurance  Department  and  the  Public  Trust 
Office  of  their  moneys  for  the  purpose  of  Trea- 
sury bills.  Now,  under  this  scheme,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  Treasurer  proposes  to 
go  direct  to  the  public  and  borrow  money 
from  them,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Public  Trust  Office  and  Post  Office  to  keep  their 
moneys  to  invest  in  legitimate  enterprises. 
Therefore,  I  say,  it  is  inconsistent  on  the  part 
of  the  Opposition  to  condemn  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  for  this  proposal.  I  do  not,  person- 
ally, object  very  strongly  to  the  Bill  itself, 
but  I  do  object  to  the  time  it  is  brought 
forward.  At  the  present  time,  when  we  are, 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  middle  of  a  financial 
crisis,  and  when  we  know  that  in  a  day  or  two 
we  shall  be  dealing  with  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant matters  we  have  ever  had  before  this 
House,  it  is  rather  unfair,  I  think,  for  the 
Minister  to  ask  us  to  pledge  ourselves  to  a 
million  of  money  foe  no  partionlar  poipoee  at 
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all.  I  thini:  the  Govemment  will  stndy  the 
iatensti  of  themselves  and  their  auppoiters  if 
they  will  allow  these  BUls  to  stand  over  until 
noh  time  as  we  have  dealt  with  the  other 
matters.  We  have  an  unknown  liahility  to 
fiee;  and,  when  one  comes  to  consider  what 
we  hare  done  this  session,  I  say  it  should 
caau  va  to  patue  and  consider  whether  we 
ought  to  go  on  with  any  other  proposals  to 
incni  farther  liabilities  until  we  know  exactly 
001  position  in  regard  to  finance.  What  I  want 
to  know  is,  where  do  we  stand  at  the  present 
time  ?  I,  for  one,  confess  I  cannot  see.  I  do 
not  know  how  we  are  to  come  out  of  it  all.  I 
feel  strongly  on  this  matter,  as  I  do  not  oare 
sboDt  pledging  myself  to  any  measure  which  is 
going  to  increase  the  liabilities  of  the  colony 
nntil  I  know  where  we  are  in  regard  to  this 
mcit  important  question.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  in  his  remarks,  made  a 
Kiy  wild  usertion,  which  I  feel  myself  called 
Bpon  to  repudiate.  He  stated  that  he  was  the 
onlv  man  who  had  had  the  pluck  to  stand  up 
ud  eay  a  certain  thing  and  then  come  to  the 
Hoiue  and  stick  to  it.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
ptiticululy  claims  to  have  stuck  to.  I  know 
that  I  laid  my  views  before  my  constituents 
reiy  clearly,  and  I  have  not  yet  been  called  to 
ucoant  for  any  action  I  have  taken  in  this 
House;  bat  I  think  the  honourable  member 
himself  has.  I  can  read  plain  English,  and  I 
have  seen  by  some  of  the  newspapers  in  the 
South  that  he  has  been  severely  condemned 
and  called  to  account  for  certain  action  of  bis, 
in  regard  to  breaches  of  pledges  he  had  made. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  altogether  plucky 
to  do  that  sort  of  thing,  and  I,  for  one,  am  ndk 
going  to  do  anything  of  that  kind.  I  have 
pledged  myself  to  a  constitnency  against  bor- 
nming  in  the  London  market,  and  I  intend 
to  (tick  by  that  on  all  occasions.  Although 
this  is  not  directly  borrowing  in  the  London 
msrket,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  distinctly  borrow- 
ing. Bat  we  are  borrowing  at  the  present 
time,  and  have  authority  under  the  Public 
EeTennes  Act  to  borrow,  one  million  per  annum 
to:  Tieasory  bills.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but, 
lonKding  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  state- 
ntnt,  be  is  going  to  use  this  money  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  or  redeeming  Trea- 
•ny  Inlls,  as  the  case  may  be.  I  say  most 
anpliitically  that  when  this  Bill  comes  into 
Committee  I  shall,  for  one,  endeavour  to 
Hnend  it  to  that  the  money  may  be  tied  down 
J^wme  specified  purpose.  If  it  is  to  he  for 
wessnry  bills,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  support 
that,  or  if  it  is  to  be  for  any  fixed  and  proper 
PoipoM  I  shall  support  it ;  but  I  do  object  to 
the  money  going  into  consolidated  revenue  for 
»ny  use  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may.  desire. 
Another  point  I  object  to  in  regard  to  these 
Mtomeasares  is  that  power  is  taken  to  inscribe 
'•'•kians.  I  have  objected  to  that  before,  and 
I  object  to  it  again  now.  It  is  a  fact  that  there 
M  no  secniity  left  when  a  man  has  redeemed 
hu  mortgage,  and  then  the  colony  is  pledged 
to  a  oertain  amount.  When  we  have  borrowed 
■«W  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  it  has  been 
fn  hack  to  us,  we  have  no  right  to  use  it  ae 


ordinary  levenue,  but  we  should,  as  honest 
men,  redeem  the  debentures  that  we  have 
issued  for  this  specific  purpose.  The  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  in  his  re- 
marks, said  he  believed  we  should  be  doing  a 
good  thing  if  we  went  in  for  a  thirty-  or  forty- 
million  loan ;  but,  as  we  always  take  the 
honourable  member's  remarks  on  most  matters 
with  a  grain  of  salt,  I  think  we  can  take 
them  in  that  way  now.  He  should  know  that 
the  borrowing  of  money  means  the  payment 
of  interest,  and  the  payment  of  interest  means 
the  increase  of  taxation,  and  the  working-man 
will  have  to  pay  it,  as  he  has  had  to  do  in  the 
pebRt.  Therefore  I,  for  one,  will  strongly  oppose 
any  borrowing  proposals  that  will  result  in 
an  increase  of  taxation.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  the  Ministry  would  have  done  better 
if  they  had  told  us  in  plain  English  that  we 
have  come  to  that  stage  when  we  must  either 
increase  taxation  or  go  in  for  more  borrowing. 
I  believe,  myself,  that  we  have  come  to  that 
stage,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  tell  my  consti- 
tuents that  that  is  the  case,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  before  pledging 
myself  to  anything  of  this  sort,  on  which  they 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  being  consulted. 
The  honourable  member  for  Now  Plymouth 
went  on  to  talk  about  the  consolidation  of  Har- 
bour Board  loans,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  indorsed  what  he  said ;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  one  of  the  most  statesman- 
like proposals  that  has  ever  been  brought  for- 
ward if  all  those  loans  were  consolidated  and 
taken  over  by  the  State.  The  benefit  would  be 
that,  instead  of  paying  5  or  6  or  7  per  cent.,  as 
the  local  bodies  are  doing  now,  they  would  only 
have  to  pay  ii  or  5  per  cent.  This  would  be  a 
direct  saving  to  the  colony,  and  would  keep  a 
large  amount  of  money  in  the  colony  which  at 
present  goes  out  of  it.  Any  one  who  condemns 
a  proposal  such  as  that  is  not,  I  maintain, 
working  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  or  in  the 
interests  of  the  taxpayers.  I  believe  that  in 
Committee  this  Bill  will  be  amended  very  con- 
siderably, and  I  myself  think  it  ought  to  be. 
The  principle  the  Colonial  Treasurer  advances 
is  a  good  one— namely,  that  there  ought  to 
be  securities  for  people  who  have  money  to 
invest.  It  has  been  the  existence  of  such  a 
measure  as  this  which  has  largely  led  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  France.  And,  if  wo 
intend  to  prevent  this  money  being  mopped  up 
by  the  syndicates  which  have  been  so  strongly 
reflected  upon  by  some  honourable  members, 
then,  I  think,  we  shall  be  doing  well  by  adopt- 
ing the  French  system  of  allocating  these  funds. 
In  France,  under  such  a  system  as  this,  the 
loan  is  advertised,  and  people  send  in  applica- 
tions for  it  on  a  certain  day  mentioned,  and 
the  Administration  then  proceed  to  allot  those 
debentures  to  the  persona  who  have  applied  for 
them,  satisfying  all  the  small  men  first — those 
who  have  applied  for  one  or  two  or  three. 
Then  they  give  the  balance  of  the  loan  to  those 
who  have  applied  for  large  sums.  If  such  a 
system  as  this  was  adopted  here  I  believe  what 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  in  view  would  be 
attained — namely,  the  creation  of  a  largo  clasa 
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of  national  bondholders.  This  has  proved  very 
beneficial  where  it  has  been  tried,  and  I  beUeve 
it  would  prove  beneficisLl  here  now.  It  wonld 
have  this  effect,  which  some  faononrable  mem- 
bers would  be  sorry  to  see  at  the  present  time  : 
It  would  enable  a  person  to  take  a  five-pound 
note  and  buy  these  debentures.  He  oould 
then,  being  a  national  creditor,  claim  to  have 
a  stake  in  the  country,  and  that  is  what  some 
honourable  members  condemn  the  absence  of 
at  the  present  time.  I  hope  that  when  the 
Bill  gets  to  Committee  honourable  members 
will  deal  with  it  as  seriously  as  it  deserves, 
because  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  we  should  consider  what  we  are 
doing  with  all  the  money  that  is  being  asked 
for  now  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  myself 
am  perfectly  prepared,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
states  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  borrow  money,  to  give  this  proposal  my 
support ;  but  I  certainly  desire  to  allow  those 
who  returned  me  here  under  a  distinct  pledge 
not  to  borrow  to  say  whether,  under  the  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  of  the  colony,  we  are 
justified  in  going  in  for  a  borrowing  policy.  I 
trust  that,  after  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
if  it  is  agreed  to,  the  Treasurer  will  not  carry  it 
through  Committee  until  such  time  as  we  have 
dealt  with  the  proposals  which  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  bring  forward  in  regard  to 
banks,  because,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  we  have  up 
to  the  present  pledged  ourselves  to  the  extent 
of  two  millions  of  money,  and  before  we  get  out 
of  this  we  may  have  to  pledge  ourselves  to  two 
or  three  millions  more.  If  we  are  to  take  over 
the  whole  of  the  Assets  Company,  as,  according 
to  Mr.  Murray,  we  seem  to  be  going  to  do,  who 
knows  where  we  shall  be?  And  I  ask  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  if  he  will,  in  his  reply, 
state  how  we  stand,  and  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  outcome  of  this  scheme.  It  is  absolutely 
necessar}',  before  the  final  consideration  of  this 
measure,  that  the  Treasurer  should  say  bow 
the  colony  will  stand  with  regard  to  its  action 
in  connection  with  the  banks. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Chalmers  stated  that  some  of  my  constitu- 
ents had  pulled  me  up  with  regard  to  certain 
pledges  which,  he  says,  I  did  not  keep.  I  have 
to  state  that  not  one  single  elector  in  my 
district  has  made  any  objection  or  complaint 
to  me  in  connection  with  any  action  I  have 
taken  in  this  House. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.  —  I  intend  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  though  I  shall 
not  confine  myself  to  the  BiU  as  dnfted.  I 
suppose  this  Bill  is  capable  of  amendment  in 
Committee,  as  some  honourable  members  say  it 
deserves  to  be  amended,  just  in  the  same  way 
as  other  Bills  have  to  be  amended.  There  are 
many  reasons  why  I  support  this  Bill.  It  is  to 
create  a  fund  in  which  people  having  money  to 
leave  to  their  children  can  invest  it  safely.  In 
England  it  is  a  fact  that  these  sources  of  in- 
vestment are  filled  up  by  people  having  money 
to  leave  in  trost,  and,  although  the  rate  of 
interest  may  be  smtkll,  the  investment  is  a 
eertainty  for  all  time.  For  tbi»  leason,  I  am 
Mr.  MUlar 


prepared  to  rapport  the  creation  of  these  Con- 
sols. I  know  that  there  are  a  great  nnmbcc  of 
embryo  Colonial  Treasurers  in  this  House  who 
are  prepared  to  teach  the  Colonial  Tressnxer 
a  good  deal  more  than  he  already  knovra 
about  the  finances  of  this  country  and  the 
management  of  finance.  I  came  here  praeti- 
Rklly  unpledged  as  to  borrowing  or  no  boc- 
rowing.  I  came  here  at  the  instance  of  my 
constituents  to  support  the  Qovemment  and 
their  policy,  and  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
planks  in  that  policy ;  at  any  rate,  I  under- 
stand it  to  be  so.  I  have  a  great  deal  more 
faith  in  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  occupy 
the  Treasury  benches  than  in  those  who  hav« 
seceded  from  the  party  and  gone  into  opposi- 
tion. Those  who  .cavil  at  the  Government  pre- 
tend that  the  operations  of  the  Post  Office  and 
other  institutions  are  different  from  what  is  pro- 
posed under  these  Consols.  But  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  much  difference,  further  than 
that  the  field  of  operations  is  larger.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  more  security  in  regard 
to  the  savings  of  the  people  in  the  Saving^ 
Bank  than  under  the  Consols  scheme.  All  I 
can  do  is  to  repeat  to-night  what  has  been  said 
by  a  great  many  honourable  members,  who 
have  repeated  the  speeches  mode  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Therefore  I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  any  more  time,  except  to  say  that  I 
shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  do  what  I  can  to  make  any  necessary 
amendments  in  it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— This  subject  has  been  so 
thoroughly  debated  by  several  able  speakers 
that  I  shall  make  only  a  few  remuks  upon  the 
Bill.  The  Bill  is  very  important,  in  so  far  as  it 
marks  a  distinctly  fresh  departure  in  borrow- 
ing, and  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  doing 
justice  to  myself  if  I  did  not  give  reasons  for 
the  vote  I  am  about  to  record  against  the 
second  reading.  In-  the  first  place,  in  listening 
to  the  debate  on  the  subject  I  was  very  mnoh 
struck  by  one  feature  of  the  various  speeches. 
It  seems  to  me  that  honourable  members  are 
dealing  with  millions  with  the  lightest  hearts 
imaginable.  We  in  this  House  are,  as  a  body, 
poor  men.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one 
m  this  House  who  can  be  considered  wealthy, 
and  many  of  us  are  more  familiar  with  the 
value  of  shillings  and  even  pence  than  of 
larger  sums.  But  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
honourable  members  have  revelled  in  millions 
— in  the  contemplated  expenditure  of  borrowed 
millions ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  they 
would  cost  their  minds  back  and  consider  the 
true  bearings  of  this  financial  proposal  on  the 
colony.  I  was  not  in  the  House  when  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  introduced  the  BiU,  but  I 
am  informed  that  on  that  occasion  he  afforded 
bnt  a  very  brief  explanation  as  to  the  pnrpoMB 
for  which  this  million  of  money  is  to  be  bor- 
rowed. Hitherto,  when  any  Government  have 
thought  such  a  step  as  borrowing  so  large  aa 
amount  as  a  million  necessary,  they  have  pre- 
viously submitted  a  scheme  of  works,  and 
placed  fully  before  the  House  and  the  ooontty 
the  objects  it  was  wanted  for,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  be  made  acquainted  with  tto 
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intentioD,  and  expreas  an  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
poied  works,  and  deoide  whether  the  scheme 
vu  in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  But 
]iere  we  have  a  proposal  to  borrow  a  million, 
ud  no  object  at  all  is  stated  to  the  House.  It 
it  liniply  borrowing  at  the  sweet  will  of  the 
Mimstiy  of  the  day.  Under  these  proposals 
lugei  nuns  of  money  are  to  be  borrowed  than 
thii  HoDse  would  ever  consent  to  in  order  to 
oarry  out  any  scheme  of  railways,  because  we 
know  th&t  farther  railways  are  not  now  wanted 
ud,  U  built,  would  never  pay  ;  but,  if  the 
money  is  once  borrowed  and  available,  it  will 
be  lonnd  impossible  to  prevent  useless  works : 
there  will  be  little  restraint  as  to  its  expend!- 
ton.  I  repeat  that  the  House  ought  to  bie  very 
eutfol  about  this  matter,  and  that  the  object 
of  the  loan  should  be  put  clearly  before  the 
Home.  Another  feature  that  strikes  me  is 
this :  Four  years  ago  we  made  a  great  depaf - 
tare  bj  extending  the  franchise  to  the  "  one 
man  one  vote,"  and  under  that  extended  fran- 
chite  we  had  returned  to  this  House  a  number 
ol  labour  members  to  specially  represent  the 
labour  interest.  So  far  as  New  Zealand  is 
eoncemed,  she  was,  through  this,  an  object  of 
interest  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  if  we  may 
judge  by  the  criticisms  in  the  English  and 
Ainerican  Press.  It  was  pointed  out  as  one 
of  the  great  features  of  this  movement  that 
the  labour  members  of  this  Parliament,  despite 
the  depression,  and  despite  the  opportunities 
tor  employment  a  loan  policy  would  afford, 
had  firmly  refused  to  plunge  tJie  country  into 
debt.  Bat  the  aspiration  for  self-reliance  has 
been  thrown  overboard,  and  this  departure 
is  the  beginning  of  unlimited  borrowing. 
Strengthened  as  the  labour  party  now  is,  it 
win  be  interesting  to  watch  whether  they 
will  adhere  to  high  principles,  and  will  still 
abstain  from  plunging  the  country  into  debt. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  by  several  speakers 
in  Ae  course  of  this  debate  that  there  has 
been  nothing  to  justify  the  departure  in  the 
diiection  of  this  proposal.  Prudence  seems  to 
haw  been  thrown  overboard,  and  we  are  now 
afSieted  with  an  unlimited-borrowing  mania. 
By  the  various  Government  proposals  we  are 
asked  to  agree  to  borrow  twelve  and  a  half 
millionfi.  Kever  before  has  such  a  wild  pro- 
posal been  made ;  and  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  look  at  the  loss  of  proper  control, 
withdrawn  from  the  House  by  these  proposals. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  lias  struck  honourable 
members  what  the  full  efiect  will  be.  We  are 
already  forty  millions  in  debt.  Wo  have  in 
this  country  but  a  very  small  population,  and 
websTe  to  send  two  millions  out  of  it  annually 
by  way  of  interest  on  that  borrowed  money ; 
■ad,  if  we  are  going  to  add  the  annual  charge 
fM  interest  arising  on  borrowing  these  enor- 
nicns  rams,  amonnting  to  something  like  half 
a  million  more,  the  country  cannot  bear  it. 
True,  part  of  these  loans  is  to  be  invested  on 
mortgage ;  but,  if  we  are  going  to  mortgage 
&11  our  land  to  the  Brltidi  bondholder,  and  send 
away  every  half-year  the  tents  as  interest  upon 
mortgages,  it  is  praotioally  sending  away  the 
lifebbod  of  the  country,  and  the  resalt  will 


be  that  misery  and  distress  will  be  the  lot  of 
our  people.  If  we  look  back  to  four  years  ago, 
when  the  Atkinson  Glovernment  restored  the 
flniuaoes  of  the  country,  we  find  that  they  had 
to  put  on  fresh  taxation  to  the  amount  of  some 
£120,000,  and  we  know  what  disturbance  that 
caused  throughout  the  whole  country ;  and, 
if  we  agree  to  these  proposals  and  plunge  fur- 
ther into  debt,  with  attendant  extra  interest, 
it  will  result  disastrously  to  this  colony.  The 
colony  cannot  afford  further  taxation  with- 
out deep  and  lasting  depression.  All  our  pro- 
ducts are  falling  in  price,  and  the  future  is  not 
bright.  True,  we  can  see  some  little  hope  of  a 
small  advance  in  the  price  of  wool ;  but  that  is 
the  exception,  and  I  say  this  is  not  the  time 
to  plunge  the  country  into  fresh  liabilities,  and 
to  put  fresh  taxation  upon  us.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  this  session  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
men  were  unemployed,  arising,  for  one  cause, 
from  the  fact  that,  for  the  first  time  during  the 
winter  months,  very  little  bushfclling  is  going 
on,  to  which  people  in  this  province  have  been 
before  accustomed ;  and  if  we  impose  further 
taxation  on  these  landowners  and  farmers — for, 
as  has  been  pointed  out,  they  are  the  people 
who  have  to  find  the  money — there  will  be 
further  depression,  and  the  working  -  classes 
will  suffer,  and  this  will  still  further  add  to 
the  distress  in  the  country.  I  also  object  to 
this  proposal  in  the  Bill  to  convert  this  loan 
into  a  permanent  debt  of  the  country.  I  find 
that  we  added  to  our  debt  last  year,  apart  from 
and  beyond  the  result  of  conversion,  the  sum 
of  £618,000  in  London.  In  this  insidious  sys- 
tem of  short-dated  loans  and  conversions  we 
have  adopted  a  very  expensive  system.  As  I 
said  yesterday,  it  costs  IJ  per  cent,  to  convert 
our  loans ;  but  the  Treasurer  is  regardless  of 
cost,  so  long  as  he  can  borrow  and  avoid  doing 
so  openly.  In  so  far  as  this  scheme  will  suc- 
ceed in  getting  the  money  within  the  colony,  I 
think  it  is  likely  to  be  a  very  great  disadvan- 
tage. In  all  civilised  communities  industrial 
pursuits  are  largely  assisted  by  the  banks  of  a 
country,  and  it  is  the  very  essence  of  business 
that  banks  are  able  to  act  as  a  medium  between 
the  borrower  and  the  lender ;  and  if  the  colony 
interferes  and  diverts  this  money  from  the 
banks  we  shall  not  have  money  available  for 
the  assistance  of  industry,  and  those  people 
who  have  only  small  capital  will  have  a  great 
deal  of  difGculty  in  borrowing  to  carry  on  their 
enterprises.  It  seems  to  me  the  Government 
are  mopping  up  all  the  money  they  can  get, 
like  a  great  octopus  stretching  out  its  ten- 
tacles in  all  directions.  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Chalmers  in  regard  to  conversions.  This  is  a 
matter  which  one  always  hears  talked  about, 
as  if  by  some  legerdemain  great  financial 
benefits  might  be  secured ;  but  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  refer  to  the  correspondence 
with  Sir  Dillon  Bell  he  will  find  that  all  these 
conversions  are  comparatively  unprofitable 
transactions.  English  money-lenders  are  quite 
able  to  calculate,  and  ore  not  likely  to  convert 
to  their  own  loss.  The  market  value  for  the 
stock  to  be  converted,  or  given  in  exchange,  is 
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ascertained  and  agreed  upon.  Then  the  cur- 
rency of  the  bond  and  the  rates  of  interest  on 
both  sides  are  calculated.  The  correspondence 
in  several  cases  gives  the  Ebctuariai  calculations, 
and  on  this  the  Agent-Qeueral  tells  us,  we  pay 
1  per  cent,  premium  to  induce  the  bondholder 
to  consent  to  convert.  If  to  this  be  added  the 
ever- attendant  cost  of  conversion  for  commis- 
sions, stamps,  et  cetera,  amounting  at  the  least 
to  H  per  cent.,  we  thus  add  2^  per  cent,  to  our 
debt,  and  the  only  benefit  is  a  temporary  re- 
duction of  interest  at  the  cost  of  later  years. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  take  the 
trouble  to  peruse  those  papers,  he  will  find  that 
there  is  not  so  very  mucn  advantage  in  any  con- 
version scheme  that  has  as  yet  been  effected. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  — Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
remember  ever  listening  to  a  debate  in  this 
House  in  which  the  remarks  made  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  were  so  extremely 
uncharitable  as  they  have  been  on  this  occa- 
sion. Sir,  the  sixteen  members  who  had  the 
audacity  to  vote  against  the  Oovernmont  last 
night  have  been  referred  to  by  several  speakers, 
and  notably  by  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  as  selfish  individuals  who  prefer 
to  vote  against  what  they  believe  to  be  highly 
advantageous  to  the  country  so  tbat  the  present 
Government  might  not  have  the  great  credit 
that  would  result  from  their  wonderfully  able 

Eroposal.  Kow,  Sir,  this  is°  not  the  first  time  I 
ave  heard  a  loan  referred  to  as  a  wonderful 
proof  of  ability,  and  a  certain  road  to  the  grati- 
tude of  a  nation.  I  remember  that,  when  Mr. 
Domett  brought  in  his  Three-million  Loan,  that 
was  said  to  bo  the  greatest  proof  of  ability  that 
a  man  could  exhibit  in  this  House.  Wo  all 
know  what  that  meant,  and  what  was  the 
result  of  that  great  ability.  We  are  not  al- 
lowed in  this  House  to  call  each  other  liars 
or  thieves  or  robbers,  but  I  say  no  man  could 
bo  referred  to  in  more  ruthless  or  more 
cruelly-wicked  terms  than  to  say  of  him  that 
he  was  prepared,  for  some  party  purpose,  or 
for  some  advantage  to  himself,  to  vote  against 
a  proposal  which  he  believed  would  be  the  sal- 
vation of  this  country ;  and  that  is  what  the 
accusation  of  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  amounts  to.  Now,  that  gentleman 
has  not  tho  excuse  that  ho  is  a  young  member. 
Although  he  is  young  to  this  House  he  is  not 
young  as  a  public  speaker ;  and  words  of  that 
kind,  deliberately  used  in  this  House,  are,  I 
think,  exceedingly  discreditable. 

Mr.  COLLINS. — I  never  made  use  of  any 
assertion  capable  of  such  an  interpretation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  have  no  doubt  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  will  accept  a 
denial  so  distinctly  made. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS. — Sir,  my  ears  are  not  very 
good,  but  they  arc  so  good  that  I  cannot  have 
made  any  mistake  as  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  honourable  member  that  we  were  op- 
posing this  Bill  for  party  purposes ;  and  there 
can  be  no  more  cruel  chaise  than  to  say  that 
we  fear  the  prosperity  of  our  own  country. 

Mr.   COLLINS. — I  repeat  that  I  mode  no 
assertion  capable  of  such  an  interpretation. 
Mr.  Duthie 


Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Well,  Sit,  we  mnst  let 
it  drop.  I  distinctly  heard  the  words,  and 
that  was  the  impression  they  left  on  my  mind. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  went  on  to 
say,  "How  do  you  know  what  our  promises 
were  at  the  hustings?  How  can  you  accuse 
us  of  having  promised  not  to  support  a  bor- 
rowing policy  ?  "  I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able member  will  deny  that  he  very  distinctly 
promised  to  support  the  policy  announced  by 
the  Ballance  Government ;  perhaps  he  wlU 
not  deny  that? 

Mr.  COLLINS. — I  promised  to  support  the 
policy  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Very  well.  I  was  going 
to  read  Mr.  Ballance's  policy,  but  I  will  take 
this  Government's  policy  announced  at  that 
time,  which  is  precisely  the  same.  I  cannot 
take  their  present  policy,  because  that  was  not 
made  known  until  more  than  seven  months 
after  the  honourable  member  was  elected. 
Their  policy  prior  to  the  election  is  thus  de- 
clared by  Mr.  Ward  in  his  Financial  State- 
ment made  four  or  five  months  before  the  elec- 
tion : — 

"To  borrow,  or  not  to  borrow,  that  is 
the  question.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony  are  being  better  con- 
sulted by  our  steadfastly  adhering  to  the  policy 
of  self-denial,  and  by  maintaining  the  strong 
financial  position  which  we  now  hold,  than  by 
adopting  a  borrowing  policy." 

You  supported  that. 

Mr.  COLLINS.— That  is  why  I  support  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  — Then  the  honourable 
member  must  attach  a  different  meaning  to 
words  from  what  I  do.  But  Mr.  Ward  goes  on 
to  say,  "  The  Government  believe  that  borrow- 
ing is  not  necessary,  and  have  decided  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  country  without  having 
recourse  to  it."  That  is  the  policy,  Sir,  which 
tho  honourable  gentleman  promised  to  support. 
That  is  the  policy  which  most  young  members 
promised  to  support.  That  is  the  policy  I  came 
here  to  support,  and,  such  being  so,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  turn  round  and  support  a  policy 
the  very  opposite  of  that,  and  tho  most  vortv- 
cious  borrowing  policy  ever  proposed  to  this 
House,  or  ever  adopted  in  any  English-speaJc- 
ing  community.  Sir,  I  see  that  the  Minister 
of  Labour  is  now  in  his  place,  and,  as  he  mcbde 
a  very  remarkable  speech  to  us  last  night,  I 
should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  that 
speech.  It  was  what  you  may  coll  an  aCter^ 
dinner  speech.  It  was  really  an  after-supper 
speech.  I  do  not  allude  to  any  alcoholic  fea- 
ture about  it ;  the  honourable  gentleman  ia 
above  any  suspicion  of  that  kind,  and  he  will 
therefore  not  object  to  a  joke  in  that  direc- 
tion :  but  the  speech  was  bristling  with  the 
peculiarities  which  we  expect  to  find  in  an 
after-dinner  speech  —  the  speech  was  so  very 
inaccurate,  so  very  injudicious,  and  was  cal- 
culated to  do  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  be 
intended.  In  the  first  place,  he  told  us  very 
distinctly,  and  without  any  beating  about  tho 
bush,  that  the  ability — the  brains  of  this  House 
was  the  term  he  used — would  be  found  on  this 
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side  of  the  House,  and  they  only  got  over  on 
that  side  now  and  then  when  a  black  sheep 
ibisook  the  fold  and  went  over  there. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  —  No,  yoa  did  not  say 
"  black  sheep."  At  the  very  sam6  time  that 
the  Minister  of  Ednoation  was  telling  us  that 
all  the  brains  were  on  his  side  of  the  House 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— At  the  very  moment  that 
the  Minister  was  telling  as  that  the  great  pre- 
ponderance of  brains  was  on  his  side  of  the 
House  the  Premier  was  holding  up  his  finger 
very  vigorously  to  his  friends  with  these  good 
brains  as  a  warning  to  say  nothing ;  so  that  I 
sappoae  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
whilst  all  the  brains  are  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  they  are  concentrated  in  one  individual, 
and  that  individual  was  the  one  chosen  to  ex- 
press the  opinions  of  this  side  of  the  House, 
whilst  the  rest  were  cautioned  to  say  nothing, 
lest  they  should  prove  unequal  to  the  very  diffi- 
cult task  of  defending  this  new  policy.  But  the 
most  remarkable  illustration  that  the  Minister 
of  Labour  was  not  quite  in  his  usual  form  was 
that  he  vehemently  accused  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  of  inconsistency  be- 
cause be  had  opposed  tiie  Qovermnent  when 
they  did  not  borrow,  aud  he  now  opposed  them 
when  the}'  did  borrow,  or  propose  to  borrow. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No  ;  I  did  not  do  that. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— WeU,  Sir,  I  think  the 
honoorable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  will  bear 
me  ont :  and  it  was  the  first  practical  admission 
from  the  Oovemment  that  this  policy  was 
exactly  the  reverse  of  what  they  professed  a 
year  ago.  It  docs  not  seem  to  have  occurred 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  made 
that  remark  that,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  was  so  very  inconsistent  in  oppos- 
ing the  Government  when  they  did  not  borrow, 
and  also  when  they  did  borrow,  the  accusation 
of  inconsistency  applied  with  infinitely  more 
force  to  those  young  members  who,  after  being 
elected  on  the  Baliance  policy,  and  after  the 
■onoancement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that 
there  was  to  be  no  borrowing,  are  now  ready 
to  follow  the  Government  into  the  lobby  and  to 
mpport  any  amount  of  borrowing  the  Govern- 
ment may  think  proper  to  propose.  That 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  the  hononrable  member.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  was  unwise  enougli  to  attempt  a 
oorapacison  between  the  financial  policy  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  financial  policy  that  is 
now  proposed  in  this  country.  Now,  Sir,  when 
we  attempt  to  compare  the  two  countries  we 
shoold  bear  distmctly  in  mind  that  the  po]^ula- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  is  some  fifty-seven  times 
greater  than  ours.  If  we  reckon  that  we  have 
some  seven  hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 
Great  Britain  has  forty  millions;  Bind  if  you 
divide  the  one  by  the  other  you  find  that 
tiiere  is  fifty-seven  and  one-seventh  times  as 
much  population  in  England  as  there  is  here. 
I  will  say  nothing  about  the  immense  wealth 
that  is  pouring  into  England,  about  the  one 
hondrea  and  fifty  millions  she  receives  for 
interest  of  money,  and  the  many  circumstances 


that  would  justify  a  loan  in  Great  Britain 
which  would  be  highly  imprudent  here  ;  and  if 
you  multiply  by  fifty-seven  the  loans  we  are 
proposing  at  the  present  time,  and  just  fancy 
the  English  community  going  in  for  loans  at 
that  rate,  you  will  sae  something  very  different 
from  what  England  has  ever  done,  even  in  the 
wildest  days.  The  wildest  days  of  borrowing 
that  have  occurred  in  Great  Britain  were  the 
days  of  George  III.  In  that  reign  there  were 
no  less  than  six  hundred  millions  of  money 
borrowed  in  sixty  years.  That  means  on  aver- 
age rate  of  ten  millions  a  year,  which  is  only 
equal  to  an  annual  borrowing  of  £175,428  by 
our  population,  which  we  should  talk  of  in 
this  place  as  if  it  were  a  thing  of  no  conse- 
quence at  all ;  and  yet  it  brought  Great  Britain 
to  financial  disgrace,  and  her  bonds  to  some- 
thing less  than  £60  per  £100.  Now,  one  million 
to  us  is  equal  to  fifty-seven  millions  in  Eng- 
land. And  yet  we  think  nothing  of  borrowing 
five  millions  in  one  year,  although  equal,  in 
proportion  to  our  population,  to  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  millions  for  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  was  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  time  of  George  III.  ? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— It  was  twenty-three  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  WARD.— About  fifteen  millions. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— You  are  taking  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign ;  I  am  taking  the  end 
of  it.  But  you  may  take  which  you  like,  or 
you  may  halve  it,  and  halve  it  again,  and  still 
the  enormous  folly  of  our  reckless  borrowing 
will  stand  out  beyond  all  comparison  with  the 
wildest  days  of  England's  wildest  administra- 
tion. But  I  do  not  wont  to  go  back  a  hundred 
years.  It  was  the  Minister  of  Labour  who  led 
to  that  date,  and  I  think  it  was  very  unfair 
to  go  back  a  hundred  years  to  compare  the 
policy  of  England  with  our  policy.  England 
has  committed  many  follies,  like  most  other 
countries,  in  connection  with  war.  But  Eng- 
land, as  I  said  before,  in  her  very  wildest  days 
never  borrowed,  in  proportion  to  her  popula- 
tion, a  fiftieth  part  of  what  this  Government 
proposes  to  bolrrow  this  year.  Now,  Sir,  lot  us 
comparo  the  fifty  years  during  which  we  have 
been  borrowing.  What  is  the  result  ?  During 
the  last  fifty  years  Great  Britain  has  paid  off 
£120,000,000  of  her  national  debt.  And  what 
have  we  been  doing?  Incurring  a  debt  equal 
on  her  population  to  £2,280,000,000.  If  you 
multiply  our  debt  by  fifty-seven,  to  make  up  the 
difference  between  our  population  and  that  of 
England,  we  have  increased  our  debt  to  that 
extent.  Now,  it  is  true,  eis  the  Minister  of 
Education  said,  our  debt  is  not  for  war.  If 
there  were  anything  that  would  justify  bor- 
rowing it  is  war.  I  do  not  say  tliat  it  would  be 
easy  to  justify  war ;  very  few  wars  that  I  ever 
remembered  could  be  justified  ;  but,  if  you  have 
to  go  to  war,  then  I  say  there  is  nothing  that 
would  justify  borrowing  so  much  as  war,  be- 
cause there  is  no  doubt  the  nation  that  can 
command  at  once  the  largest  resources,  and 
attack  vigorously  and  more  economically, 
stands  the  chance  to  do  it  more  successfully 
than  the  nation  that  dribbles  on,  and  is  cou- 
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Btantly  defeated.  Every  one  Tvill  admit  it  is 
never  wise  to  go  to  war  unless  you  make  suob 
arrangements  as  to  insure  success.  We  are 
told  this  is  not  for  war.  But  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is  for  anything  better  than  war.  If 
this  House  consents  to  such  a  loan  on  such  con- 
ditions I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  would  not  be 
more  injurious  to  the  country  than  if  it  were 
borrowed  for  war.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great 
constitutional  wrong  to  this  country  to  propose 
that  a  million  of  money — equal  to  fifty-seven 
millions  in  England — shall  be  borrowed  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
do  what  he  likes  with.  Just  fancy  even  such 
able  men  as  Gladstone,  or  Ooschen,  or  any 
of  our  great  statesmen — Sir  Bobert  Peel,  for 
instance  —  coming  to  the  British  Parliament 
and  proposing  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
collect  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  fifty- 
seven  millions  in  one  year,  and  spend  it  how 
they  pleased  I  What  would  be  the  position 
of  a  statesman  in  England  who  proposed  any- 
thing of  the  kind  ?  He  would  never  bb  heard 
of  as  a  statesman  in  England  again;  and  I 
say  this  is  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  when  we  pro- 
pose to  collect  a  million,  as  in  this  Bill,  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer without  any  control  on  the  part  of  the 
people's  representatives  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  money  is  to  be  disposed  of.  All  that 
I  said  the  other  night  with  regard  to  the  objec- 
tions I  had  to  the  cheap-money  Bill  I  have  in 
still  greater  force  to  this  Bill.  I  shall  go  into 
the  lobby  against'  it  and  vote  against  it,  and  I 
shall  be  quite  satisfied  in  my  own  conscience 
that  I  am  doing  the  right  thing.  As  to  the 
motives  that  may  bo  attributed  to  any  of  us  in 
opposing  this  Bill,  I  may  say  that  during  a  long 
— very  long — political  life  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  been  accused  but  once  before  of  using 
my  political  position  for  any  private  interest 
or  purpose  of  my  own.  I  will  take  advan- 
tage, while  you.  Sir,  are  in  the  chair,  of 
Baying  that  you  will  remember  that  I  had 
not  been  in  the  House  six  weeks  before  I 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Fox  in  your  presence  the 
position  of  Colonial  Treasurer.  You  will  also 
remember  that  in  1879  I  took  a  very  active 
part  in  protesting  against  the  Orey  Govern- 
ment, for  the  reason  for  which  I  protest  against 
this  Government — because,  after  great  profes- 
sions of  economy,  they  had  gone  into  gross 
extravagance  and  reckless  borrowing ;  and  I 
took  a  very  active  part  in  dislodging  that 
Government,  and  was  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  I  could  not  have  been  refused  a  port- 
folio had  I  claimed  it,  but  declined  to  do  so  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Ilolleston.  Now,  you  will  re- 
member, I  am  sure,  in  the  following  year  I  had 
occasion  to  oppose  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Bating  Bill,  and  that  I  was  successful  so  far 
that  the  Government  considered  themselves 
defeated ;  but,  rather  than  remove  that  Go- 
vernment at  that  time,  I  consented,  at  the 
request  of  the  Premier,  and  on  condition  that 
the  Bill  should  never  be  heard  of  again,  to  vote 
against  my  own  conscience  and  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  that  I  had  condemned,  rather  than 
dislodge  that  Government  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Saunders 


they  weta  actively  engaged  in  reducing  tb* 
expenditure  of  the  country.  And  Mr.  Swan- 
son,  Mr.  Oolbeok,  and  Mr.  Hurst  did  the  same, 
and  by  that  means  kept  ourselves  out  and  kept 
the  Hall  Government  in.  I  think  all  these 
things  are  ehough  to  satisfy  you,  Sir,  knowing 
all  the  circumstances  as  you  do,  that  I  have 
never  been  an  office -se&er  in  this  House. 
During  the  whole  time  I  have  never  sought 
office  in  any  Government,  and  have  con- 
stantly taken  the  attitude  of  refusing  office. 
That  being  the  case,  I  am  hardly  a  proper 
subject  to  be  charged  by  members  who  have 
just  entered  this  House  with  any  evil  motiva 
of  that  kind,  even  though  I  do  not  and  will 
not  support  the  present  Government  so  long  as 
I  consider  their  policy  erroneous  and  dangerous 
to  the  country.  I  always  have  been,  and  still 
am,  willing  to  support  them  in  what  I  believe 
to  be  prudent  and  right. 

Mr.  FRASER.— The  Colonial  Treasnier,  in 
introducing  this  Bill,  termed  it  a  very  simple 
measure.  He  was  quite  right.  It  is  a  simple 
measure,  so  simple  that  "  he  who  runs  may 
read  " — so  simple  that  any  one  can  nnderstand 
it.  It  means  this ;  that,  so  far  as  the  million 
referred  to  is  concerned,  the  Bill  proposes  to 
take  away  from  the  House  one  of  its  most 
cherished  privileges,  the  control  of  the  pune 
—  the  right  to  say  how  loan -money  is  to  be 
spent.  That  is  what  the  Bill  means,  there  it 
>o  doubt  about  it.  I  desire  to  compliment 
the  Treasurer  for  the  consistent  manner  in 
which  he  has  behaved  during  this  session  in 
regard  to  the  Bills  he  has  introduced.  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  him,  and  I  cannot 
recollect  one  occasion  on  which,  in  introdacing 
a  Bill,  he  has  thoroughly  explained  the  full 
purport  of  it ;  he  has  always  left  something — 
indeed,  a  good  deal — to  say  in  reply.  He  has 
fenced  most  ingeniously  all  the  questions  put  to 
him  during  the  various  debates,  and  then  when 
exercising  his  right  of  reply  he  has  glanced 
at  or  ignored  the  arguments  used  against  the 
measure,  and  employed  the  whole  power  of  his 
oratory  to  refute  statements  which  were  never 
made.  That  has  occurred  very  frequently.  No 
doubt  these  are  very  clever  tactics,  and,  al- 
though they  seem  to  have  amused  his  followers 
considerably,  I  am  not  quite  so  sure  that  they 
will  commend  themselves  so  much  to  the  coun- 
try. So  far  as  the  Bill  itself  is  concerned,  what 
is  it,  stripped  of  aU  the  sophistry  about  the  de- 
sire to  encourage  thrift?  It  is  a  loan  Bill,  and, 
I  venture  to  say,  a  loan  Bill  such  as  has  never 
before  been  placed  before  Parliament.  AU  loan 
Bills  have  been  brought  down  with  a  schedule 
of  works  attached.  Where  is  the  schedule 
attached  to  this  Bill  ?  There  is  none  whatever. 
It  is  proposed  to  borrow  a  million  in  Consols, 
and  there  is  not  the  slightest  indication  as 
to  how  the  money  is  to  be  spent — ^not  a  word. 
It  is  true  this  may  be  done  yet.  Hints  have 
been  given  this  afternoon  by  various  speakers 
that  the  Government  are  prepared  to  aocept 
amendments  in  the  Bill.  In  taat,  about  mid- 
day I  watched  with  amusement  a  troop  of  the 
faithful  coming  into  the  lobby  from  chamben 
occupied  by  Ministers.    I  presume  there  bad 
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heen  a  eanctm,  and  I  suppose  the' result  of  that 
eancas  may  be  that  the  Treasurer,  m  replying, 
may  produce  from  his  pocket  the  schedule  I 
say  ttiis  Bill  requires.  I  do  not  know  about 
that.  However,  we  have  now  to  deal  with  the 
Bin  as  it  is  before  us :  The  Treasurer  informed 
OS  that  the  money  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
these  Consols  could  be  applied  to  redeem  Trea- 
sury bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  FRASEB.— To  redeem  existing  Treasury 
Wll*. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No ;  certainly  not. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  made  no  such  statement. 

Mr.  FRASEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
■aid  it  might  be  so  applied. 

Mi.  WABD.— No. 

Mr.  FBASER.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man repeat  what  he  did  say  ? 

Mr.  WABD. — I  said  it  was  quite  possible  to 
use  the  money  raised  in  this  way  in  lieu  of 
Treasury  bills.- 

Mr.  FRASEB. — I  must  accept  the  honourable 
gentleman's  statement,  but  I  took  his  words 
down  "  to  redeem  existing  Treasury  bills."  But 
even  taking  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
words,  what  do  they  mean  ?  They  mean  that 
they  may  be  applied  to  that  purpose — he  will 
not  deny  that.  Why,  I  always  understood  that 
Treuury  bills  were  short  -  dated  promissory 
notes  issued  in  anticipation  of  revenue,  and  to 
be  redeemed  and  taken  up  at  maturity  as  the 
revenue  came  in.  But  what  do  we  find  now  ? 
The  revenue  is  not  to  be  used  to  redeem  the 
bills,  but  loan-money  is  to  do  it.  I  say  this  is  an 
extraordinary  proposal  to  put  before  the  House, 
and  lam  sure  it  will  not  commend  itself  to  this 
House,  and  certainly  it  will  not  to  the  country. 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  whatever  words  the 
Treasorer  did  use,  what  we  were  led  to  infer 
was  that  Treasury  bills  were  going  to  absorb  a 
certain  amount  of  this  money,  if  not  the  whole 
of  it.  Subsequent  speakers  from  the  Treasury 
benches  used  the  same  argument.  I  say  it  is 
entirely  wrong  that  Treasury  bills  should  be 
redeemed  in  this  manner  ;  it  simply  means  the 
money  is  to  be  spent  in  a  way  the  House  has 
no  knowledge  of.  I  maintain  there  is  no  indi- 
cation whatever  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  proposed  to  be  borrowed  under  this  Bill 
is  to  be  applied  or  spent,  and  that  is  a  thing 
which  I  cannot  conceive  this  House  agreeing 

8  30  ^-  -^  trust,  if  the  Bill  passes  its  second 
reading,  that  in  Committee  the  mis- 
chievous parts  of  the  Bill  will  be  eliminated 
from  it.  Did  the  Treasurer  expect  the  House 
i  to  take  him  seriously  when  he  stated  that 
these  Consols  are  to  be  created  on  the  lines  of 
English  Consols?  Because,  if  he  does,  he  is 
condemned  out  of  his  own  mouth.  English 
Consols  were  not  created  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding investments  for  people  residing  in  that 
ooontiy.  They  were  created  in  consequence  of 
file  severe  straits  for  money  in  wMch  that 
country  found  itself  at  various  periods.  There- 
fore, if  there  is  anything  in  his  argument  at 
all,  it  logically  follows  that  the  necessity  for 
these  Consols  is  that  the  Government  also 
aie  in  sore  straits  for  money.     I  do  not  say 

VOL.  LXXXVL— 10. 


that  it  is  so,  but  I  say  that  the  argument 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  clearly  indicates 
that.  I  hope  it  is  not  so ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  not  blame  us  because  of 
the  logical  conclusion  we  have  come  to  from 
his  own  statement.  Then,  the  Premier  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  said  that  we  must  trust 
the  Treasurer.  Does  the  House  not  trust 
the  Treasurer  —  does  the  House  not  always 
trust  every  Treasurer?  But  it  trusts  him 
within  the  limits  of  an  Act  called  the  Publio 
Revenues  Act.  Here,  however,  he  goes  beyond 
the  provisions  of  that  Act.  I  certainly  cannot 
support  the  Bill  as  it  sttmds  now.  It  is  a  mis- 
chievous measure,  to  my  mind.  I  maintain 
that  the  demands  which  the  honourabTo  gentle- 
man is  making  upon  this  House  are  unpre- 
cedented. I  suppose  we  shall  be  told  by-and-by, 
as  we  have  been  told  in  various  other  debates, 
that  there  has  been  obstruction  on  this  side 
of  the  House  because  we  have  criticized  this 
measure.  I  hold  that  those  honourable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  those  other 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  had  the  iude- 
pendence  to  criticize  these  proposals,  and  who 
have  spoken  and  voted  fearlessly  in  regard  to 
them,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country  for 
their  action.  I  trust,  if  the  Bill  does  pass  the 
second  reading,  that  if  it  goes  into  Commit- 
tee it  will  come  out  so  altered  that  its  own 
father  wilt  not  know  it. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.— I  rise  to  oppose  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  care  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  matter, 
as  I  feel  very  strongly  that  this  is  a  very  mis- 
chievous measure.  It  is  not  a  measure  which 
is  in  the  true  interests  of  the  country.  Under 
it  the  Treasurer  will  have  a  million  of  money 
placed  in  the  Consolidated  Fund  which  he 
can  use  accoraing  to  his  own  sweet  will.  If 
the  Treasurer  had  shown  that  this  money  was 
required,  and  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  the  country's  resources,  th6 
Government  should  propose  to  raise  a  loan  in 
the  proper  way  in  the  financial  market  at 
Home.  Instead  of  that,  we  find  a  Bill  of  this 
description,  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  get  a  million  of  money  in  the  most  in- 
sidious way,  and  he  will  have  the  power  of 
spending  it  as  he  thinks  proper,  as  the  Bill  has 
no  schedule  and  is  not  ear-marked.  Some  time 
ago,  when  the  taxation  proposals  were  intro- 
duced, the  Colonial  Treasurer  assured  us  that 
he  had  a  surplus  of  over  £290,000.  Notwith- 
standing that  alleged  surplus,  the  unfortunate 
settlers  of  the  country  have  had  to  pay  the 
land-tax  twice  in  one  year.  Surely  it  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  insist  on  that, 
in  view  of  what  they  had  previously  stated. 
The  Government  told  us  that  they  were  a  non- 
borrowing  Government ;  but  honourable  gentle- 
men can  judge  of  the  value  of  that  statement 
by  their  own  proposals.  They  have  already 
gone  in  for  the  two  millions  to  bolster  up  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  they  have  gone 
in  for  a  million  and  a  half  for  the  purpose  of 
lending  money  to  settlers.  That  is  a  very 
dangerous  measure,  in  my  opinion,  and  it 
should  be  carefully  guarded,  in  the  interests 
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o{  the  taxpayers.  I  think  the  farmers  should 
have  cheap  money :  still,  I  also  think  it  is  a 
very  dangerous  measure,  and  the  Goyernment 
and  the  House  will  have  to  be  very  careful  in- 
deed, or  very  large  sums  of  money  will  be  lost, 
and  the  taxpayers  of  the  country  will  have  to 
make  such  losses  good.  Then,  there  is  a  pro- 
posal to  get  money  from  foreign  insurance 
companies — to  make  those  companies  which 
are  doing  business  in  New  Zealand  pay  large 
sums  of  money  into  the  Treasury.  What  is 
this  for?  Simply  in  order  that  the  Treasurer 
may  use  that  money. 

Hr.  SPEAKER. — You  are  anticipating  an- 
other order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  McGUIBE. — I  thought  in  disoossing 
this  question  we  could  discuss  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes  ;  but  honourable  mem- 
bers cannot  discuss  Bills  which  are  set  down' 
for  consideration  later  on. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE. — I  submit.  Sir,  most  cheer- 
fully to  your  ruling.  This  non-borrowing  Go- 
vernment have  been  in  power  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  they  have  added  to  the  debt  of  the 
colony  nearly  £3,000,000  already,  and  even 
under  the  transactions  of  last  year  they  have 
added  to  the  debt  a  sum  of  £750,000.  The 
country  was  never  before  in  such  a  state  as  it 
is  in  at  present.  We  are  giving  employment 
to  more  people  who  would  otherwise  be  un- 
employed than  has  been  the  case  for  many 
years  past ;  and  I  can  never  remember  a  time 
when  so  many  persons  were  out  of  employ- 
ment. The  Government  tell  us  they  have  a 
surplus  of  something  like  £800,000.  They  re- 
ceived from  this  House  £700,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  public  works,  such  as  rail- 
ways, roods,  and  bridges,  and  opening  up  the 
oountiy  generally.  But  what  sums  have  they 
expended  ?  They  have  expended  a  little  over 
£400,000.  Therefore  on  that  vote  alone  they 
have  saved  something  like  £300,000.  This  is 
how  they  make  up  the  surplus.  Then,  again, 
from  the  conversion  operations  they  got  some- 
thing like  £250,000.  Had  they  not  succeeded 
in  getting  that  money  from  the  conversion 
operations,  and  had  they  expended  the  money 
which  had  been  voted  by  this  House,  we  should 
have  had  a  deficit  this  year  of  half  a  million, 
together  with  an  increase  of  our  national  debt 
of  £750,000— going  to  the  bad  at  the  rate  of 
£1,250,000.  I  am,  as  I  have  said,  going  to 
oppose  this  Bill.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  further  at  present.  I,  however, 
trust  that  honourable  members  who  have  the 
true  interests  of  the  country  at  heart  will  be 
found  voting  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— May  I  be  allowed  to  cor- 
rect one  statement  which  I  made  in  my  speech  7 
I  am  told  that  I  said  that  even  during  the 
extravagant  and  ruinous  borrowing  of  George 
the  Third's  reign,  Great  Britain  never  bor- 
rowed more  than  ten  millions  in  one  year. 
That  is  not  correct.  What  I  intended  to  say, 
and  what  would  have  been  correct,  is  that 
even  during  that  reign  of  reckless  borrowing 
Great  Britain  did  not  average  more  than  ten 
millions  a  year. 

Mr,  McQuire 


Mr.  BUICK. — Two  or  three  minutes  will  be 
sufficient  for  all  I  have  to  say  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  like  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
such  an  important  measure  as  this.  I  can 
honestly  say  that  I  have  never  felt  so  great  a 
difficulty  during  all  the  time  I  have  been  in 
Parliament  in  coming  to  a  decision  upon  a 
question  as  I  do  at  the  present  moment-  I 
have  every  desire  to  support  the  Govomment 
in  every  reasonable  proposal,  but  I  must  con- 
fess that  the  proposals  which  I  understand 
they  introduce  in  this  Bill  are  rather  much  for 
me.  This  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
borrowing  measure.  If  the  English  language 
means  anything  at  all,  that  is  the  purpose  of 
the  Bill.  I  may  state  that  my  position  is  this : 
I  was  elected  to  this  House  opposed  strongly 
to  borrowing.  I  was  opposed  to  borrowing  in 
every  sense  of  the  term,  aai,  if  possible, 
more  especially  to  borrowing  for  no  specially- 
defined  purpose.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
this  is  a  borrowing  Bill.  It  is,  I  believe,  a 
Bill  borrowing  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
public  works,  and  it  is  further  a  Bill  for  bor- 
rowing for  no  specially-defined  public  works. 
That  is  the  main  objection  which  I  have  to 
the  Bill.'  It  seems  to  me  that  the  position 
of  the  Govommen  t  is  this :  They  are  at  the 
present  moment  facing  an  empty  Treasnry. 
They  do  not  wish  to  tell  the  public  so.  They 
want  to  borrow  one  million  under  this  Bill, 
but  they  do  not  wish  the  public  to  know  it. 
And  they  will  not  let  the  public  know  it  if 
they  can  prevent  it.  That  is  precisely  the  posi- 
tion they  are  in  to-day.  I  do  not  blame  them 
for  being  in  that  position  ;  but  what  I  say  is 
this :  They  ought  honestly  to  face  that  position 
and  tell  us  so.  That  is  the  attitude  I  take  up- 
I  for  one  would  think  none  the  less  of  them  if 
they  came  down  and  stated  openly,  "  We  vrant 
to  borrow  £1,000,000  for  public  works,"  al- 
though I  would  not  support  it ;  but  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  we  simply  have  a  sly 
way  of  getting  a  large  sum  of  money  into  the 
Treasury.  It  is  simply  money  going  into  the 
big  pot,  and  the  Government  are  going  to  ladle 
it  out  as  they  like.  Now,  the  primary  purpose 
of  this  Bill  is  a  very  admirable  one  indeed — 
that  is,  to  provide  a  safe  means  of  invest- 
ment for  people  who  have  saved  small  sums  of 
money,  aud  who  at  the  present  time  are  afraid 
to  invest  them  in  the  ordinary  channels  of 
investment.  But,  I  say,  if  that  is  really  the 
intention  of  the  Bill,  there  is  no  need  for  the 
Bill,  because  the  position  of  these  people  can 
be  met  by  the  opportunities  that  are  offered  for 
investment  in  the  Post-Offico  Savings- Bank.  ^ 
All  that  working-men  can  save  can  be  absorbed 
in  that  office  with  very  great  safety  and  ease. 
I  know  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  eoa 
a  working-man,  and  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  can  accommodate  ail  that  I  can  save- 
Thousands  in  this  colony  are  in  exactly  the 
same  position ;  therefore,  so  far  as  that  class 
of  people  are  concerned,  this  Bill  is  really  not 
required.  I  agree  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
that  larger  deposits  than  £500  in  the  Post-Office 
Savings-Bank  would  not  be  convenient  to  tha 
Government,  because,  if  they  wete  suddenlx 
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called  upon  to  find  large  sums  of  money  at 
a  moment's  notice,  it  would,  in  some  in- 
stances, place  them  in  a  difficulty,  and  the 
honouiable  gentleman  is  quite  right  in  limit- 
ing the  amount  of  deposit  in  the  Post-Offioe 
SavingB-Bank  to  £500.  But  I  think  that  diffi- 
culty could  be  got  over,  and  the  purpose  of 
the  Government  be  easily  met,  by  devising 
some  means  of  having  a  system  of  fixed  de- 
posit in  the  Savings-Bank  for  sums  over  £500 
for  a  term  of  five  or  ten  years.  If  that  vrere 
done,  I  think  the  whole  purpose  and  intention 
of  this  Bill  could  be  met,  and  then  there 
would  be  no  fear,  as  there  is  at  the  present 
time  in  the  minds  of  honourable  members, 
that  this  is  purely  a  borrowing  Bill.  Now,  as 
the  Bill  stands,  I  must  vote  against  the  second 
reading.  I  should  like  to  see  amendments 
made  in  it  in  Committee,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
these  amendments  are  so  drastic  that  the 
Treasurer  himself  would  not  be  prepared  to 
accept  them.  I  will  give  the  House  an  indica- 
tion of  what  I  should  like  to  see,  so  as  to  make 
this  Bill  as  safe  as  possible  if  we  are  going  to 
pass  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  an  ajnount 
of  one  million  is  too  great  a  sum  to  attempt  to 
laiae  in  this  way.  If  it  is  meant  to  meet  the 
Borplns  money  in  this  colony — that  is,  the 
money  that  is  put  away  in  the  stockings  and 
teapots — then,  I  say,  £100,000  would  be  quite 
BUfiScient  to  meet  that.  If  the  amount  were 
lednced  to  that,  then  this  would  be  a  safer 
measure.  I  should  also  like  to  see  the  7th 
danse  strnck  oat  of  this  Bill,  because  as  it 
stands  at  the  present  time  the  money  raised 
iinder  this  measure  will  simply  go  into  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  may  be  used  for  any 
parpoee  the  Government  choose  .to  apply  it  to. 
Clause  35  is  also  an  objectionable  one,  because 
it  means  that  at  some  future  time  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  may  convert  the  whole  of  this  bor- 
rowed money,  and  then  it  would  simply  be 
made  a  permanent  addition  to  the  national 
debt,  which  would  probably  cost  us  £40,000  a 
year  in  the  way  of  interest.  Then,  I  should 
also  like  to  see  the  purposes  for  which  the 
money  is  to  be  used  clearly  defined  in  the 
Bill.  IHmng  the  financial  debate  I  spoke  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  Consols  on  a  modified 
scaJe,  bat  I  was  then  under  the  impression 
that  the  Government  were  going  to  use  this 
jnooey  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  private 
Isuid  for  settlement,  and,  if  I  was  satisfied  the 
money  was  going  to  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
I  should  certainly  not  have  so  great  an  objec- 
tion to  the  measure,  but,  as  it  is,  I  cannot 
conscientiously  vote  for  a  measure  which  is 
so  directly  in  contravention  of  the  pledges 
which  I  have  given  to  my  constituents.  I 
prefer  very  much  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
eicplaining  the  whole  measure  to  my  constitu- 
ents before  committing  myself  to  the  details 
laid  down  in  this  Bill. 

>Ir.  TANNEB.  — I  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  that  the  matter  before  us  this  evening 
is  a  matter  of  too  grave  import  for  any  honour- 
able member  to  remain  silent  on  it.  I  shall 
pat  into  half  a  dozen  sentences  what  I  have 
to  aay.     We  know  the  position.    The  Govern- 


ment know  the  position,  and  we  know  it.  I 
was  not  returned  absolutely  pledged  against 
borrowing  under  any  conditions.  Any  candi- 
date who  stood  before  the  electors  and  gave 
pledges  of  that  kind  would  be  an  extremely 
foolish  man.  I  have  always  been  against  in- 
creasing the  indebtedness  of  the  colony ;  for 
the  public  debt  is  already  our  heaviest  national 
burden.  I  shall  not  enter  upon  an  elaborate 
train  of  reasoning  in  order  to  prove  that  this  is 
not  a  borrowing  proposal,  or  that  the  letter- 
press of  the  Bill  means  exactly  contrary  to  the 
impression  conveyed  on  reading  it.  If  there  is 
any  meaning  in  words,  it  is  a  Bill  authorising 
the  raising  of  a  loan  of  a  million,  without  any 
need  for  it  to  be  explained  to  the  House.  In 
these  circxmistances,  my  duty  is  clear,  and  I 
am  fully  prepared  to  accept  the  responsibility 
which  that  duty  entails  in  voting  against  the 
second  reading. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  intended  to  take  no 
part  in  this  debate,  but  I  feel  bound  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  under  the  circumstances  which  have 
taken  place.  No  one  this  session  has  more 
loyally  supported  the  Government  in  their 
policy  than  I  have  done;  but.  Sir,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  to  any  Government  or  to 
any  Treasurer  an  open  credit  for  a  million  of 
money  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  please.  This 
appears  to  be  the  gist  of  the  BiU  now  before 
us.  I  object  in  toto  to  section  85,  which  gives 
power  to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  declare 
all  or  any  of  the  Consols  created  or  certificates 
issued  under  this  Act  to  be  convertible  into 
stock  created  or  issued  imder  "  The  Consoli- 
dated Stock  Act,  1877,"  and  "  The  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1834."  I  object  also  to  section  7, 
which  places  the  whole  of  this  money  in  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
in  his  reply,  is  willing  to  assure  us  that  in  this 
Bill  he  will  introduce  a  clause  to  the  effect 
that  the  money  raisefl  under  the  Bill  shall 
be  applied,  and  applied  only,  to  the  pvurposes 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  this  House— 
as,  for  example,  the  quarter  of  a  million  to  be 
devoted  to  reading  in  the  North  Island,  to 
the  purchase  of  Native  land  in  the  North 
Island,  and  the  further  quarter  of  a  million  to 
be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  private  land  in 
the  South  Island, — then  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  vote  for  the  Bill  and  allow  the  money  to  be 
applied  to  the  purposes  which  the  House  has 
sanctioned.  But  if  this  BiU  is  to  mean,  as  it 
seems  to  me  to  mean,  that  authority  is  given 
for  raising  a  million  of  money  without  any 
appropriation  being  made,  then  I  absolutely 
cannot  vote  for  it.  The  explanation  of  the 
Treasurer,  as  I  understood  it  —  I  may  have 
understood  it  wrongly,  I  admit,  and,  if  so,  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  be  able  to  explain 
when  he  replies — was  to  this  eSect :  that  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  this  Bill — of  course 
it  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  the  whole  mil- 
lion will  be  obtained  in  the  first  year,  but, 
perhaps,  a  quarter  of  a  million  or  half  a  mil- 
lion, as  the  case  may  be — that  this  money 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  retiring 
Treasury    bills.     Well,    Sir,    it   is    perfectly 
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clear  that,  if  you  retire  Treasury  bills  which 
are  issued  in  anticipation  of  revenue,  then 
there  ia  so  much  more  revenue  placed  at 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  disposal ;  so  that  the 
thing  ia  as  broad  as  it  is  long.  For  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  to  be  raised  under  the 
Bill  there  is  no  appropriation  vrhatever,  and  no 
direction  from  thia  House.  It  is  not  possible 
to  ask  any  member  of  the  House,  however 
loyal  he  may  be,  however  strongly  Liberal  he 
may  be,  however  strongly  he  may  believe  in  the 
present  Oovermnent,  as  I  do  believe  in  them — 
and  there  is  no  man  in  whom  I  believe  more 
thoroughly  and  wiLh  greater  confidence  than 
ia  the  Colonial  Treasurer  —  I  say  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  him  to  give  the  Government  an 
open  credit.  I  say  I  am  not  so  prepared.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
his  reply,  will  be  able  to  say  to  the  House  that 
this  clause  85  shall  be  struck  out ;  further,  that 
clause  7  shall  be  struck  out ;  and,  moreover,  that 
a  clause  will  be  put  in  to  the  effect  that  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  the  Bill  shall  be 
devoted  to  purposes  already  sanctioned  by  this 
House,  or,  if  he  pleases,  that  the  Public  Trus- 
tee shall  be  put  in  the  position  of  investing  it 
in  such  securities  as  he  thinks  best.  If  this 
is  done,  the  Bill  shall  have  my  hearty  support, 
but  I  feel  that  I  cannot,  under  any  circum- 
stances, vote  for  the  Bill  unless  I  have  these 
assurances. 

Mr.  LAKG. — I  did  not  intend  to  speak  this 
evening,  nor  do  I  now  intend  to  take  up  for 
more  than  a  few  minutes  the  time  of  the 
House ;  but  so  many  members  have  spoken  on 
this  very  important  question  that  I  do  not  care 
to  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  matter.  I  may  say 
that  I  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  manner 
in  which  Ministers  have  made  their  speeches 
upon  this  question.  It  appeared  as  if  they 
knew  very  little  about  the  Bill.  At  any  rate, 
they  gave  us  very  little  information,  and  what 
little  information  they -gave  us  was  certainly 
very  contradictory.  In  fact,  there  seemed  to 
be  only  one  point  upon  which  they  agreed  at 
all,  and  that  is  that  they  wanted  a  million  of 
money.  I  was  also  very  much  surprised  to  see 
CO  many  of  the  Government  supporters  getting 
np  in  their  places  and  condemning  the  Bill  in 
the  strongest  possible  terms,  and  then  finishing 
np  their  speeches  by  saying  they  were  going  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  I  can  only  ac- 
count for  it  by  assuming  they  wished  to  excuse 
themselves  to  their  constituents  ;  but  I  think 
that  the  electors  of  the  country  look  more  at 
the  way  in  which  their  members  vote  than  at 
the  way  in  which  they  speak.  I  may  say  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  very  extraordinary  that  we 
■hould  be  asked  to  support  a  Bill  giving  the 
Government  a  million  of  money  without  their 
telling  us  in  any  way  how  that  money  is  to  be 
used.  I  shall  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WABD.— I  think.  Sir,  that  the  House 
has  heard  offered  here  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion such  statements  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  just  made.  There  seems  to  be  a  great 
desire  on  the  part  of  some  honourable  members 
to  tell  UB  what  the  consequences  of  our  actions 
Major  Sttward 


will  be  so  far  m  the  electors  are  concerned. 
Now,  I  would  point  out  that  the  same  story 
was  told  to  honourable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  all  through  last  session.  We 
were  told  then  that  when  we  went  before  our 
constituents  we  should  see  how  they  would  treat 
us.  That  was  then  the  continuous  theme  of 
several  honourable  members.  Well,  we  had 
the  decision  of  our  constituents,  and  we  are 
satisfied.  This  session  several  honourable 
members  have  taken  up  the  same  role.  My 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wakatipa,  I 
think,  is  one. 

Mr.  FRASBR.— No. 

Mr.  WARD. — At  any  rate,  several  honourable 
gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  House  are  for 
ever  warning  honourable  members  on  this  side 
to  beware  of  the  possibility  of  a  heavy  reckon- 
ing when  they  go  before  their  constituents. 
Now,  I  say  that  every  member  of  the  House 
has  a  right,  and  properly  so,  to  carefully  weigh 
every  matter  that  comes  up  for  consideration, 
not  only  as  to  the  effect  it  may  have  on  his 
own  constituents,  but  as  to  its  eSeot  upon 
the  whole  colony.  But  to  me  it  becomes  almost 
nauseous,  as  it  must  be  to  other  members  of 
the  House,  to  see  some  of  the  honourable 
members  who  are  supporting  the  measures  of 
the  Government  pointed  at  by  certain  hononr- 
able  members  on  that  side  of  the  House,  who 
say,  in  effect,  "  Be  careful,  gentlemen,  how  yoa 
vote.  Remember  you  have  to  go  to  your  con- 
stituents." I  say  it  is  almost  insulting  to  give 
expression  to  such  utterances  as  that,  which 
come  so  frequently  from  some  of  the  leading 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I 
propose  to  briefly  touch  upon  some  of  the 
points  which  have  been  raised  during  this  dis- 
cussion. First  of  all,  let  me  point  out  what 
was  the  position  in  connection  with  this  matter 
a  very  short  time  ago.  Have  honourable  mem- 
bers forgotten  the  circumstances  that  existed  in 
the  country  prior  to  the  last  election  7  Do  they 
forget  that  from  one  end  of  New  Zealand  to  the 
other  there  was  an  almost  unanimous  expres- 
sion of  opinion  that,  owing  to  the  disturbed  state 
of  trade,  caused  by  the  puUing-in  of  money  on 
the  part  of  our  financial  institutions  here,  and 
sending  it  out  to  Australia  and  elsewhere,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  Government  should  do 
something  to  stop  the  great  outflow  of  money. 
Honourable  members  made  statements  of  that 
sort  here,  and  when  speaking  on  the  publio 
platform  they  pointed  out  the  position  into 
which  matters  were  drifting,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  something  in  the  direction  now 
proposed  should  be  brought  down  in  ParU»- 
ment.  I  am  really  surprised  at  the  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  in  this  matter,  because,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  he  entertained  the  same 
opinion — that  the  outflow  of  capital  was  in- 
jurious to  che  colony,  and  that  legislation 
was  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  it.  I  say 
that  several  honourable  members  who  are  now 
twisting  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  as 
indicated  in  thia  Bill,  into  a  proposal  to  go 
in  for  a  loan  have  entirely  forgotten  what 
then  took  place,  and  what  vae  pledges  of  thft 
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GoTemment  were.  They  also  entirely  over- 
look the  reqniFements  of  the  colony,  and 
the  necessity  that  has  called  for  this  le^sla- 
tion.  There  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion 
a«  to  the  right  way  to  meet  the  case.  What 
the  Government  have  got  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent, however,  is  the  sending  of  an  excess  of 
the  people's  capital  oat  of  the  colony ;  and  that 
U  the  object  of  this  Bill,  Those  honourable 
members  say  it  is  a  borrowing  proposal.  If 
they  had  been  in  the  Honse  when  it  was 
noposed  to  establish  the  Post-0£Eice  Savings- 
Banlc,  what  woold  they  have  then  done  ?  They 
wootd,  npon  their  argnments, — fallacious  ones, 
X  oontend, — have  voted  in  the  direction  they 
now  indicate,  and  in  my  opinion  there  would 
probably  have  been  no  Post- Office  Savings- 
Bank  established  in  this  colony  at  all. 

Mr.  BEILL.— Money  at  call. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  the  position  of  de- 
posits. If  during  the  current  year  the  people 
of  Kcw  Zealand  increased  these  deposits  to, 
■ky,  five  millions  of  money,  upon  which  in- 
t«reBt  woald  be  payable,  in  the  Post -Office 
Savings-Bank,  the  colony  would  have  to  take 
them  under  the  postal  system.  So,  if  the  Go- 
vernment give  e&ect  to  the  proposal  contained 
in  this  Bill,  and  the  people  elect  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  system  of  investing  their  money 
ander  it,  there  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  some 
shrinkage  in  the  deposits  malde  in  the  Post- 
OfBce   Savings-Bank.     Honourable  members 

Q.  whom  we  hear  talking  about  this 
'  being  a  proposal  for  a  loan  are  not 
viewing  it  impartially,  and  they  evidently  do 
Bot  know  what  the  proposal  really  is.  The 
question  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  moneys  is 
an  entiiely  different  matter,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  consider  that  later  on.  But  I  wish  now 
to  reiterate  that  this  proposal  for  issuing  a 
million  Consols  in  the  colony  was  not  made  by 
the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  million  of  money  for  public  works  or  for 
anything  of  the  kind.  The  talk  about  obtain- 
ing moneys  in  this  way  for  railways,  such  as 
tiiat  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
t«i  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  is  quite  out  of  place. 
Does  tliat  honoDnU>le  gentleman  mean  to  tell 
this  House  that  he  is  so  ignorant  of  our  mode 
of  bnsiness  in  Parliament  that  he  does  not 
know  that  an  appropriation  would  have  to  be 
taken  first — that  before  anything  of  the  sort 
could  be  done  it  would  have  to  come  under 
the  review  of  honourable  members  ?  But  my 
honourable  friend  was  in  a  moat  sympathetic 
and  pathetic  mood.  In  quite  a  touching  way 
he  was  appealing  to  the  labour  members,  and 
pointing  ont  to  them  the  course  they  should 
follow.  Surely  he  must  have  forgotten,  and  if 
h«  did  forget  I  would  remind  him  of  the  fact, 
that  almost  every  proposal  that  has  been  made 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere  in  the  direction  of 
aasisting  the  labourer  of  this  country  has  met 
with  his  most  Serce  denunciation.  He  has  for 
years  been  constantly  opposed  to  labour  and  to 
labour  interests,  and  yet  he  now  makes  on  ad 
taptandum  appeal  to  the  labour  members  as  to 
what  they  shoold  do.  Let  me  suggest  to  my 
bonoarable  friend  that  he  should  allow  the 


labour  members  to  exercise  their  intelligence, 
and  to  vote  without  dictation-  or  suggestion 
from  one  who  has  been  so  consistently  opposed 
to  the  interest  they  represent,  ^en,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
has  a^ain  accused  us  of  flying  kites.  That 
honourable  gentleman  went  back  to  William 
III. :  and  it  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact 
that,  while  he  went  back  to  William  IH.,  my 
honourable  and  esteemed  friend  the  member 
for  Selwyn  went  back  to  George  III.  Those 
honourable  gentlemen  gave  us  ancient  history  ; 
but  we  do  not  want  ancient  history.  Let  me 
bring  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  back  to  modem  history,  and  remind 
him  that,  though  he  is  now  opposed  to  the  mil- 
lion of  Consols  as  proposed,  before  the  House 
met  he  was  willing  to  go  in  for  two  millions  of 
borrowed  money,  one  million  of  which  was  to 
be  used  in  carrying  on  public  works,  and  the 
other  million  for  his  favourite  North  Island 
Trunk  Bailway.  That  was  the  proposal  of  my 
honourable  friend  ;  and  yet  he  comes  here  and 
takes  exception  to  the  proposal  in  this  Bill  to 
enable  minors — and  every  one  in  the  House 
should,  I  think,  wish  to  see  it— given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  suitable  investments  for 
their  money.  The  honourable  member  comes 
here  and  jokes,  and  absolutely  ridicules  the 
proposal  to  confer  this  benefit  on  minors  by 
holding  out  an  inducement  to  them  to  exercis* 
habits  of  thrift.  I  can  only  express  my  very 
great  surprise  at  my  honourable  friend.  Then, 
again,  the  honourable  gentleman  indulged  in 
some  remarks  about  the  difference  between  the 
statement  I  had  made  as  to  the  number  of 
Consols  which  were  existing  in  England  at 
a  particular  time  and  the  English  national 
debt,  and  said  he  thought  I  should  have  known 
a  little  more  about  it.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  he 
did  not  arrive  at  a  right  conclusion.  I  was 
referring  to  a  apeci&c  amount  of  Consols :  but, 
as  the  honourable  member  does  not  appear 
to  know  what  the  national  debt  of  England  is, 
I  will  tell  him.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1893, 
it  wos  £071,000,000. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— You  have  looked  it  up 
since. 

Mr.  WARD. —  I  hod  it  lying  on  my  table  here 
at  the  time,  and  the  particular  point  which  I 
referred  to  was  the  £525,000,000  of  ConBols— 
a  particular  item  selected  from  the  Imperial 
balance-sheet.  Now,  the  honourable  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  says  that  this  is  a 
proposal  to  convert  Consols  into  a  permanent 
debt.  I  say  I  disagree  entirely  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  We  do  not  seek  to 
convert  the  Consols  into  a  permanent  debt.  It 
is  all  very  well  for  honourable  members  to  take 
a  particular  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  to  take  the 
maximum  limit  of  the  proposed  currency,  and 
to  say  that  we  aire  going  to  issue  these  for  forty 
years,  and  to  convert  them  into  a  permanent 
debt.  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  it  is 
any  period  "  up  to  forty  years  "  ;  and  it  may  bo 
a  very,  very  much  shorter  period.  Under  cir- 
cumstances that  are  suitable,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  issue  being  for  a  very  short  time 
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indeed.  Then,  I  ^oald,  for  a  moment,  point 
out  to  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Wairarapa  the  position  in  which  he  is.  That 
honourable  gentleman  said  he  was  prepared  to 
TOte  for  a  million  if  it  was  straight  borrowing, 
and  then  he  went  on  to  explain  what  he  meant 
by  a  system  of  straight  borrowing,  and,  by  way 
of  illustration,  said  he  was  prepared  to  agree 
that  the  Savings-Bank  should  receive  deposits 
for  a  fixed  period,  and  that  the  limit  of  £S00 
should  be  removed.  Since  he  would  agree  to 
that,  I  would  point  out  that  he  should  be  a 
supporter  of  this  system  of  Consols  which  he 
expresses  himself  as  opposed  to.  If  he  is  going 
to  fix  a  time  during  which  deposits  may  be 
made  with  the  Savings-Bank,  and  during  which 
the  depositors'  money  shall  not  be  withdrawn, 
would  ne  not  thus  place  the  money  absolutely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government  of  the  colony 
through  the  Post-O£&oe  Savings-Bank?  I  say 
certainly  be  would.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man favours  a  million  of  money  being  paid 
into  one  of  the  Government  institutions;  he 
favours  the  extension  of  the  Savings-Bank  sys- 
tem so  as  to  allow  of  a  large  sum  of  money 
being  lent  in  that  way ;  and  yet  he  draws  the 
line  at  the  proposal  we  are  making  in  this  Bill, 
for  the  reason  probably  that  it  is  not  his  ovm 
idea.  Now  I  must  return  for  a  moment  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  The 
honourable  gentleman  expressed  the  opinion 
some  time  ago  that  at  some  time  or  other  I 
was  going  to  be  crucified. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  said  I  hoped  you 
would  not  be. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  expressed  the  opinion  that  very  pro- 
bably I  should  be  crucified,  and  that  people 
would  not  want  my  blood,  but  that  what  they 
would  do  would  be  to  eject  me  from  o£Sce. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  was  discuss- 
ing this  matter  it  occurred  to  me  that,  while  he 
referred  to  the  possibility  and  even  stated  that 
the  time  was  arriving  when  the  term  "  repu- 
diation" might  be  applied  to  this  colony,  his 
own  memory  so  far  as  bis  own  actions  were 
concerned  must  have  again  become  very  de- 
fective. If  under  this  proposed  system  repu- 
diation is  probable,  what  must  the  position 
have    been  had   his   proposals   made   in   his 

?;een  and  salad  days  been  given  effect  to? 
hose  proposals  were  that  the  colony  should 
commit  itself  to  an  expenditure  of  twenty 
millions  to  lend  to  private  individuals — at  a 
time,  too,  when  its  indebtedness  under  mort- 
gage was  less  than  six  millions,  and  when 
the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony  was  a 
little  more  than  half  of  what  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Yet  that  honourable  gentleman 
now  talks  about  repudiation.  What  must  have 
been  his  ideas  of  repudiation  in  those  days? 
He  must  have  believed  that  we  were  absolutely 
on  the  verge  of  something  that  was  a  great 
deal  worse  than  repudiation.    Now,  for  the 

Surpose  of  trying  to  do  something  against  the 
bvemment,  or  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
Government  in  a  wrong  position,  he  uses  this 
word  with   a   lightness   that  is   inexcusable. 
^Those  honourable  gentlemen   sometimes   ao- 
Afr.  Ward 


ouse  me  of  levity  because  I  do  not  look 
sour  enough;  and  yet  some  of  them  get  up 
and,  in  the  most  frivolous  manner,  use  terms 
that  are  likely  to  be  cabled  to  England,  as 
being  used  by  leading  members  of  this  HousOi 
to  the  eSeot  that  this  colony  is  about  ta 
repudiate.  I  have  never  before  beard  of  ra- 
sponsible  men  in  any  Assembly  making  sug- 
gestions of  this  kind.  I  say  that  every  lovet 
of  his  country  should  scorn  the  idea  of  the 
possibility  of  such  a  thing  as  repudiation  in 
this  country.  I  am  indeed  very  much  sur- 
prised at  honourable  members  ;  but  it  is  quite 
in  keeping  with  the  policy  of  those  who  are 
opposing  the  present  Government,  and  not 
only  of  those  opposing  the  Government  ia 
this  colony,  but  of  those  who  are  opposing  it 
out  of  the  colony.  If  you  take  the  scathing 
financial  articles  that  have  appeared  frona 
time  to  time  since  this  Government  took 
office — and  which,  notwithstanding  the  great 
anxiety  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
has  hsid  the  effect  of  sending  our  stocks  up— i£ 
you  take  those  scathing  articles  in  connection 
with  our  finance,  what  do  you  find  ?  You  find 
that  the  main  sentiment  animating  those 
articles  is  the  hope  that  financial  trouble  may 
come  over  this  colony ;  and  I  would  ask,  foe 
what  purpose  is  this  desired  ?  It  is  in  order  to 
oast  out  those  at  present  in  office,  and  to  allow 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  now  in  op- 
position to  come  in.  That  is  the  plain  Englidi 
of  it.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for  I^tea 
has  delivered  a  financial  statement  upon  this 
occasion.  The  honourable  gentleman,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  somewhat  reckless  in  his  state- 
ments in  connection  with  financial  matters. 
He  has  a  happy  knack  of  accusing  other  people 
of  being  reckless,  but  he  really  does,  himself, 
make  statements  in  the  House  upon  finance 
which  will  not  stand  very  much  discussion. 
There  is,  for  instance,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's argument  with  reference  to  the  falling 
of  £38,000  in  the  revenue  during  the  quarter, 
and  of  the  expenses  having  gone  up  £20,000. 
Why,  does  the  honourable  gentleman  not 
know,  do  not  all  honourable  members  know, 
and  does  the  country  not  know  that  the  June 
quarter  is  always  one  of  the  worst  for  the 
revenue  of  the  colony  7  In  addition  to  that, 
does  the  honourable  member  not  know  that 
during  the  winter  months  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditure is  higher  than  usual  ?  Why  is  this  ? 
It  is  usually  higher,  and  it  is  so  higher  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  people  who,  unfortu- 
nately, are  unable  during  the  winter  months  to 
get  work  in  the  ordinary  way,  from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other.  The  honourable 
gentleman  very  consistently  selects  the  very 
worst  features  in  connection  with  the  finance 
of  the  colony,  and  then  comes  down  to  the 
House  and  asks  honourable  members  to  ac- 
cept his  statements  as  an  index  of  what  the 
real  position  is.  All  I  can  say  is  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  wants  the  reputation 
of  being  an  accurate  forecaster  of  finance, 
he  will  do  himself  more  credit  by  taking  the 
average  than  by  selecting  a  month  or  two  in 
order  to  suit  his  own  purposes.    Then,  again. 
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the  honoQiablo  gentleman  expressed  the  hope 
that  I  vould  not  drop  my  noughts  upon  this 
occasion  as  I  bod  done  upon  a  formei  occasion. 
Now,  I  vould  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that,  if  I  did  make  a  slip  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  he  himself  made  a  much  more 
•erions  one,  for  he  converted  £15,000  into 
£1JSO,000.  To  sav  the  least  of  it,  I  think  that 
honourable  members  who  live  in  glass  houses 
shonld  not  throw  stones.  I  hope  he  will  do 
as  I  have  done,  leave  his  extra  nought  in 
Hansard.  Again,  the  honourable  gentleman 
talked  about  a  deficiency  in  the  estimates. 
Now,  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  time  by  read- 
ing the  Financial  Statement,  but  ff  honour- 
Aide  members  will  look  there  they  will  see,  on 
page  6,  that,  ib  forecasting  the  estimated  reve- 
nne,  I  specially  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
Customs  revenue  had  fallen  somewhat  during 
the  first  three  months,  but  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  likely  to  continue  fallmg. 
When  the  honourable  member  comments  on 
the  fact  that  the  Customs  revenue  is  falling 
and  the  railway  revenue  is  falling,  I  think  it 
wonld  be  only  fair  on  his  part  to  see  that  in 
toe  general  estimates  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment I  have  provided  for  a  reduced  revenue 
of  nearly  £135,000  below  what  it  was  for  the 
pieeeding  year.  This  being  so,  I  say  that, 
when  he  and  other  honourable  gentlemen 
select  the  worst  months  of  the  year,  and  en- 
deavour to  create  the  impres-sion  that  the 
colony  is  "  going  to  the  dogs,"  they  are  not 
doing  what  is  fair  to  the  Government  or  to 
the  oonntiy.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (>Ir.  Bell)  says  the  colony  is 
already  repudiating,  that  what  it  is  doing  is 
the  worst  kind  of  repudiation,  and  that  it  is 
theft  of  the  worst  kind.  I  only  wish  to  say  that 
the  hononrable  gentleman  refers  to  the  opera- 
tions of  a  particular  department,  and  that  he 
is  wrong  in  his  assumption  that  the  present 
GoTonment  is  responsible  for  the  legislation 
to  which  he  refers.  I  am  not  saying  that 
legislation  was  not  right,  but  I  wish  to  re- 
peat that  the  legislation  referred  to  was  not 
the  work  of  the  present  Oovemment.  That 
being  so,  1  may  say 

Mr.  BELL.— It  was  the  Act  of  1891. 

Mr.  WABD.— I  hold,  at  any  rate,  that  we 
are  not  responsible,  and  I  say  that  when  the 
matter  which  the  honourable  gentleman  refers 
to  comes  before  the  House  I  will  show  that 
■aeh  is  the  case.  When  discussing  a  proposal 
for  the  initiation  of  a  system  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Consols  in  the  colony,  it  is,  I  think, 
quite  unusual  to  draw  in  extraneous  matters 
in  connection  with  the  system  in  a  particular 
department — and  which  in  the  ordinary  course 
will  come  np  for  debate — and  apply  it  to  the 
whole  colony.  Now,  just  let  me  reply  to  the 
hoDoorable  member  for  Marsden  for  a  minute 
or  two.  That  honourable  gentleman  this  after- 
noon delivered  a  speech  to  the  House,  and  in 
that  speech  he  gave  us  some  information  of  a 
▼ery  valuable  kind.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
b<»ioaiabIe  member  say  that  his  people  did 
not  tend  him  here  with  a  rope  round  his  neck, 
and  when  the  honoorable  gentleman  goes  back 


to  his  constituents  I  hope  they  will  not  find 
it  necessary  to  put  a  rope  round  his  neck ;  I 
trust  that  when  he  comes  back  next  session 
they  will  again  send  him  without  a  rope.  I 
may  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
criticizing  the  proposal,  at  times  made  state- 
ments which  in  his  calmer  moments  he  will,  I 
think,  realise  were  a  little  ill-advised  and  not 
very  complimentary.  I  am  prepared  to  give 
him  credit  for  doing  his  very  best  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  constituency  and  of  the  country,  and 
I  think  he  should  oredit  other  people  with  being 
just  as  anxious  to  do  what  is  proper,  and,  while 
claiming  to  act  from  good  motives  himself,  he 
should,  I  think,  give  credit  to  others  fot 
being  animated  by  similar  motives.  No  good 
result  can  be  gained  by  making  remarks 
which  are  somewhat  offensive  in  their  tone. 
I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that, 
while  his  criticism  is  accepted  in  good  part, 
other  people  can  indulge  in  the  same  kind 
of  criticism  if  they  find  it  necessary  to  do 
so.  Now,  Sir,  just  one  word  about  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Otaki. 
That  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  three 
Ministers  had  made  three  different  statements, 
and  the  hononrable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
stated  that  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
that.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  have  been  listening  very 
carefully  to  the  speeches  of  Ministers  in  the 
House.  At  any  rate,  I  heard  no  such  diversity 
of  opinions  expressed  by  Ministers.  If  the 
honourable  member  assumed  they  were  going 
to  get  up  one  after  the  other  and,  like  parrots, 
reiterate  word  for  word  what  had  already  been 
said,  then  all  that  I  can  say  is  that  he  will 
not  get  the  present  Ministry  to  act  in  such 
a  maimer.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
our  opinions  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  but 
there  is  no  attempt  to  copy.  It  has  been  cus- 
tomary for  honourable  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to  twit  me  with  getting  up  in  a 
jaunty  style  and  indulging  in  criticisms  with 
regard  to  their  actions.  If  I  do  that.  Sir,  it 
is  because  I  do  not  wish  to  make  people  feel 
unhappy,  and  I  hope  I  do  not  look  unhappy 
myself.  But,  notwithstanding  the  serious  re- 
sponsibility resting  on  my  shoulders,  I  hope 
I  am  not  expected  to  make  my  life  miserable 
to  please  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  do  not 
act  in  a  jaunty  manner.  If,  however,  I  act 
as  stated,  what  can  be  said  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself?  Why,  when  he  got  up 
to  speak  to-day  he  was  beaming  all  over  his 
face,  and  during  his  speech  looked  to  bo  in 
anything  but  earnest.  I  would  tell  honour- 
able members  that,  while  the  policy  of  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  is  to 
accuse  honourable  members  on  this  side  who 
usually  support  the  Government  of  acting 
in  contradiction  to  their  pledges,  they  are 
giving  them  a  very  excellent  character  indeed. 
It  must  he  very  reassuring  to  that  side  of 
the  House  to  know,  on  such  good  authority, 
that  instead  of  the  Government  wagging  the 
tail,  the  tail  is,  according  to  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen,  wagging  the  Government  on 
this  occasion.    How  can  any  honourable  mem- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


152 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Consols  Bill. 


[Skpt.  20 


her  say  that,  under  these  ciroumstances,  the 
party  is  being  driven  by  the  Government?  I 
nope  they  will  accept  the  assurance  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  this  is  not  so, 
though  it  was  probably  his  desire  to  create 
an  opposite  impression.  There  are  several 
other  things  that  I  wish  to  clear  up  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Bill.  It  has  been  said  several 
times  during  this  debate  that  the  policy  o{  the 
present  Government  is  a  great  departure  from 
that  o{  the  Ballance  Government.  Sir,  do 
honourable  members  who  make  these  state- 
ments mean  to  tell  me  that  they  have  read 
the  Financial  Statement  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  delivered  in  1891  ?  If  they  have  not 
read  that  Statement  I  would  advise  them  to  do 
80,  for  in  it  they  will  find  a  clear  indication 
given  of  the  strong  possibility  of  a  loan  being 
necessary  in  this  colony.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers want  now  to  know  the  exact  words,  I  will 
give  them.    They  are  these  : — 

"...  while  any  local  borrowing  is  likely 
to  be  confined  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  carry- 
ing on  those  essential  works  of  colonisation, 
such  as  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the 
land,  on  which  bo  directly  depend  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  community." 

Then,  again,  in  1892  the  following  words 
appear  in  the  late  Mr.  Ballance's  Statement,  in 
referring  to  borrowing  proposals : — 

"  The  same  objection,  however,  that  applies 
to  foreign  loans  does  not  apply  to  borrowing 
within  the  colony,  and  I  believe  it  possible 
to  place  a  moderate  loan  at  a  reasonable  rate 
of  interest,  extending  over  some  time,  without 
any  difficulty." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  say,  — 

"It  may  be  said  the  securities  would  find 
their  way  to  England,  or  that  the  absorption 
of  so  much  money  would  tend  to  make  it  dear 
in  the  colony." 

And  so  on.  How,  I  tell  this  House  that 
every  member  of  the  present  Government 
knows  that  the  opinion  of  the  late  Treasurer 
in  1391  was  that  we  should,  in  all  probability, 
have  to  borrow  the  following  year.  And  it  is 
not  divulging  any  Cabinet  secret  to  tell  the 
House  that  it  is  an  absolute  fact  that  in 
1892  he  had  made  up  his  mind  that  borrow- 
ing could  not  be  done  without  in  that  year, 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  success  of  the 
conversion  operations,  the  then  Treasurer  of 
this  colony  would  have  come  down  with  a 
proposal  to  borrow  money;  and  I  ask  honour- 
able members  if  they  would  have  been  pre- 
pared to  carry  out  the  late  Premier's  policy. 
I  am  not  trading  upon  what  has  occurred  in 
the  slightest  possible  degree,  but  I  say  that 
the  late  Treasurer  knew  that  the  time  was 
bound  to  come  when  we  should  have  to  raise 
money  to  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
country.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  and  other  honourable 
members  to  contend  that  we  do  not  require 
money  in  order  to  carry  on.  I  say  that  the 
operations  of  the  colony  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  money. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then  you  are  bor- 
rowing it  1 

Mr.  Ward 


Mr.  WABD. — I  say  money  is  the  first  essen- 
tial for  the  carrying-on  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  My  honourable  friends  say  that  the 
proposals  contained  in  this  Bill  are  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  million  of  money  to  cany 
on  the  public  works  of  the  colony.  This  I 
deny  absolutely.  I  say  that  was  not  intended 
under  the  proposals  contained  in  this  Bill,  and 
if  we  did  intend  to  borrow  money  we  ahoold 
not  do  so  unless  the  House  gave  its  assent  in 
the  ordinary  way.  Now,  Sir,  let  me  deal  wiUi 
several  other  points  raised  by  honourable  mem- 
bers. Some  honourable  members  seem  to  think 
that,  because  clause  35  refers  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Stock  Acts,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  use  the  money  in  some  way  otbei 
than  that  intended,  or  in  some  way  other  than 
that  in  which  we  would  have  the  House  be- 
lieve it  is  to  be  used.  Now,  I  am  prepared  to 
do  what  I  think  will  absolutely  remove  the 
scruples  of  any  member  of  this  House  who 
really  desires  to  give  the  people  of  the  colony 
a  system  under  which  they  can  invest  their 
earnings  in  such  a  way  as  will  insure  their 
getting  a  reasonable  return  on  their  money. 
I  am  prepared  to  have  the  same  method  mads 
applicable  to  the  proposals  in  this  Bill  that  is 
now  applied  to  the  funds  in  the  Post- Office 
Savings-Bank  of  the  colony.  There  can  then 
be  no  misunderstanding  about  the  matter,  and 
no  such  thing  as  the  Government  collaring 
the  money  to  use  it  for  any  purpose  other 
than  that  intended.  I  am  prepared  to  hare 
an  amendment  put  into  the  Bill  in  Committee 
to  say  that  any  money  which  may  be  in- 
vested or  contributed  under  this  system  shall 
be  paid  into  a  separate  account,  and  a  return 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  precisely  in  the  same  way  as  is  done 
in  connection  with  the  Post -Office  Savings- 
Bank.  That,  I  think.  Sir,  will  effectually  re- 
move the  objections  of  honourable  members. 

An  Hon.  Meuber. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  WAED.  — It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
honourable  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  to  laugh ;  but  I  say  the  proposal  I  am 
now  making  is  one  which  will  effectually  re- 
move this  money  from  the  ordinary  disposal 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  day ;  and  that  is  what 
I  am  prepared  to  do  in  order  to  make  the  Bill 
thoroughly  effectual.  Let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  the  Government  want  to  take  advantage  of 
any  member  of  this  House.  What  we  wskut  to 
do  is  to  have  a  system  such  as  this  initiated 
in  the  colony,  so  that  the  people  may  be  safe- 
guarded in  investing  their  money. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  about  conversion  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  Sir,  if  it  will  be  of  any 
service  to  the  honourable  member,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  strike  clause  35  out  of  the  Bill  alto- 
gether, and  also  to  strike  out  clause  7.  Is 
that  sufficient  for  the  honourable  gentleman? 
I  am  prepared  to  do  more  than  that.  I  cam 
assure  the  House  that  there  is  a  misunder- 
standing about  the  proposal.  The  whole  object 
of  this  is  to  enable  the  people  of  the  colony 
to  invest  their  savings  in  a  system  of  Con- 
sols, and  to  give  a  more  productive  system  to 
them  than  exists  at  the  present  time  in  tiu 
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odon J.  If  honourable  membeis  want  to  under- 
atand  how  this  system  has  been  used  in  the 
past,  let  them  carry  their  memories  back  to  the 
time  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  when  Con- 
sols were  issued  by  the  French  Government. 
These  the  French  peasants  and  others  took 
ap  largely.  Large  sums  were  invested  under 
that  system.  When  the  system  was  started 
in  Fnuice,  money  that  had  been  stowed  away 
waa  at  once  unearthed  by  the  people  of  the 
ooontry.  As  for  talking  of  borrowing  under 
thifl  Bill  for  carrying  on  the  public  works 
of  the  colony,  I  say  it  never  was  intended; 
(hnd,  if  honourable  members,  when  the  Bill 
goes  into  Committee,  will  accept  the  amend- 
ments which  I  have  suggested,  and  which  I 
am  prepared  to  cordially  agree  to  myself,  all 
objection  on  this  score  must  be  removed.  I 
oan  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  appears  to 
jne  that  honoarable  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  have  not  been  able  this  session 
to  criticise  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
in  a  fair  manner.  They  seem  to  have  been 
kfflipted  with  a  plethora  of  words  such  as  I 
have  nerec  before  heard  in  this  Bouse.  It 
has  therefore  been  necessary  for  me,  for  the 
pnipose  of  exposing  the  misrepresentations  of 
those  honourable  members,  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House,  upon  this  and  other  occasions, 
when  I  should  not  otherwise  have  done  so.  It 
seems  to  me  that  those  honourable  members 
•le  resorting  to  the  old  tactics,  the  tendency  of 
which  is  to,  if  possible,  cripple  the  finances  of 
the  colony.  I  would  ask.  What  mined  the 
Grey  Ooremmeut?  What  ruined  the  Stont- 
Vogel  Government?  Was  it  not  that  the 
lionoDrable  gentlemen  who  were  on  that  side  of 
the  House  were  continnally  decrying  the  Go- 
vernment? Sir,  history  repeats  itself:  those 
honourable  members  are  doing  the  same  thing 
now,  in  the  hope  that  they  may,  by  this  pro- 
cess, succeed  in  ejecting  the  Government  from 
office.  But,  Sir,  Uiey  will,  I  think,  find  on  this 
occasion  that  they  have  undertaken  a  much 
more  difficult  task  than  they  imagined. 

Mr.  BUICK. — As  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, I  wish  simply  to  say  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasnrer  has  rather  misunderstood  me 
as  to  the  action  X  intended  to  take.  I  did  not 
■ay  that  I  would  support  a  loan  of  £1,000,000. 
I  said  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  he  came 
down  with  a  straightforward  proposal  to  bor- 
row this  £1,000,000.  The  Treasurer  has  also 
misunderstood  mo  when  he  supposed  I  was 
•gainst  this  system  of  Consols.  I  said  that 
the  prime  motive  of  the  Bill  was  a  good  one. 
I  am  not  opposed  to  the  principle  itself,  but 
I  object  to  several  of  the  provisions  in  this  Bill 
by  which  the  principle  is  to  be  given  effect  to. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question 
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Bell  Heke  Saunders 

Buchanan  Hutchison,  G.   Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther  Kelly,  J.  W.       Stout 
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Eamshaw  McGuire  Wilson. 
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Mackintosh  Mackenzie,  T. 

Pere.  Button. 

Majority  for,  17. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

FOBEIGN  INSUBANOE  COMPANIES' 
DEPOSITS  BILL. 

Mr.  WABD. — In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  explain  that  the  principal 
object  in  introducing  it  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House  is  to  insure  that  people  who 
do  business  with  life,  fire,  and  marine  offices 
in  this  colony  shall  have  some  security  in  con- 
nection with  the  business  that  they  may  offer 
to  such  offices.  By  way  of  prelude,  I  may 
say  that  the  draftsman  has,  in  connection 
with  life  offices,  inadvertently  allowed  the 
Bill  to  apply  to  some  of  the  large  mutual  life 
offices  carrying  on  business  in  this  colony,  and 
in  Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  put  that 
right.  As  the  Bill  stands,  it  has,  I  believe, 
under  their  articles  of  association,  the  effect 
of  putting  some  of  the  mutual  offices  in  a  posi- 
tion which  it  was  not  intended,  when  the  Bill 
was  being  prepared,  that  they  should  occupy. 
The  desire  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  strong 
offices  doing  business  in  this  colony,  hut  to 
insure  that,  in  the  case  of  offices  that  are  per- 
haps not  strong,  people  doing  business  with 
them  shall  afterwards  not  find  out  that  they 
have  made  a  mistake.  The  object  is  to  make 
the  Bill  OS  fair  as  possible,  and  to  enable  that 
to  be  done  a  sliding  scale  has  been  drawn  np, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  First  Schedule  of 
the  Bill.  In  connection  with  policies  it  is 
proposed  that,  where  the  amount  assured  by 
current  policies  does  not  exceed  £20,000,  a 
deposit  of  £5,000  is  necessary,  and  for  every 
additional  £20,000  of  assurance  there  is  to 
be  an  increase  of  £1,000  in  the  deposit,  until 
the  total  sum  deposited  amounts  to  £10,000. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  get  a 
deposit  of  £10,000,  either  in  cash  or  approved 
securities,  out  of  foreign  offices  proposing  to 
carry  on  fire  insurance,  or  marine  insurance, 
or  fire  and  marine  insurance  business  in  the 
colony.    This  has,  I  may  say,  been  modified 
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somewhat  since  the  proposal  was  first  made 
in  the  FioaDcial  Statement.  It  was  at  first 
intended  to  have  a  deposit  of  £20,000,  but 
upon  going  into  the  matter  the  Government 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  that  might  have 
the  effect  of  unfairly  forcing  out  of  the  colony 
those  offices  at  present  established  here  which, 
though  strong,  are  not  doing  a  large  business. 
It  was  not  the  desire  to  interfere  with  such 
ofSoes,  but  to  insure  that  people  doing  business 
with  them  shall  have  some  guarantee  as  to 
their  stability.  It  is  also  intended  to  prevent 
foreign  companies  with  limited  liability  from 
carrying  on  business  in  this  colony,  and  those 
already  established  from  continuing  such  busi- 
ness after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Bill.  This 
provision  appears  to  be  desirable,  as,  in  face 
of  the  policies  which  some  of  those  offices 
issue,  it  is  impossible  for  one  who  does  not 
know  what  is  comprised  in  their  articles  of 
association  to  comprehend  what  their  con- 
ditions really  are.  Accident  insurance  offices 
are  also  brought  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.  There  have  been  in  the  colony  some 
offices  which  have  not  treated  the  people  doing 
business  vrith  them  in  such  a  way  as  they  ought 
to  have  done.  There  is  on  record  here  at  the 
present  time  the  case  of  one  office  carrying  on 
business  in  the  colony — I  am  referring  to  a  fire 
insurance  office  —  which  took  up  risks,  and 
afterwards  got  into  difficulties,  and  the  people 
who  paid  their  money  for  the  risks  found  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  being  unable  to  even 
get  the  premiums  returned  to  them.  I  think  it 
is  desirable  that  this  important  matter  should 
be  dealt  with,  and  if  the  Bill  can  be  improved 
upon,  or  if  any  honourable  member  may  think 
that  the  proposals  will  unduly  affect  foreign 
offices  carrying  on  business  in  the  colony,  I 
shall  be  only  too  happy  to  consider  in  Commit- 
tee any  reasonable  suggestions.  I  might  also 
say  that  honourable  members  will  see  that 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  imputing  the 
proposals  of  this  Bill  to  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  obtain  money.  By  referring 
to  the  Bill,  honourable  members  will  see  that 
it  is  quite  optional  for  offices  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  the  colony  to  deposit  approved  securi- 
ties ;  if  they  elect  to  deposit  money,  however, 
.  they  may  do  so,  and  that  money  will  bo  de- 
posited in  the  Public  Trust  Office,  and  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — In  what  ? 

Mr.  WABD. — The  money  will  be  invested  by 
the  Public  Trustee  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— In  Treasury  bills  ? 

Mr.  WABD. — The  money  would  be  at  the 
call  of  the  offices,  and,  should  they  at  any  time 
desire  to  take  it  out  and  substitute  ordinary 
securities  such  as  I  have  named,  or  if  they  give 
up  business,  the  money  would  be  returned  to 
them  at  once. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Six  months  afterwards. 

Mr.  WABD.  —  Provision  is  also  made  for 
offices,  if  they  desire  to  do  so,  to  substitute 
colonial  stock  for  ordinary  securities.  That 
will  be  at  once  accepted.  I  desire.  Sir,  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Ward 


Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
much  to  criticize  in  a  Bill  of  this  description, 
but,  as  it  has  been  called  a  policy  Bill,  I  sup- 
pose that  is  sufficient  excuse  for  criticizing  it. 
There  are  many  objections  to  be  made,  and  I 
will  first  deal  with  what  is  an  important  item 
— that  of  life  assurance.  A  life-assurance  con- 
tract is  a  long  contract,  and  the  risk  extends 
over  a  great  number  of  years,  and  there  may  he 
a  reason  for  asking  that  a  life  assurance  office 
should  therefore  give  some  security  to  policy- 
holders here,  if  that  office  is  not  a  Kew  Zea- 
land ofiice.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the 
same  deposit  should  be  insisted  upon  where  the 
contract  is  not  long  extended. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  propose  to  have  that  dealt 
with  in  the  Bill. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— This  one  provision  in  regard 
to  life  companies  may  be  necessary,  but  then 
the  security  should  not  be  fixed  at  the  same 
limit.  So  far  as  fire  and  marine  offices  are 
concerned,  they  are  in  quite  a  different  posi- 
tion. A  fire  risk  is  only  a  yearly  risk;  a 
marine  risk  may  be  for  less  than  a  year;  iuid, 
although  it  may  be  necessary  to  insist  upon 
security  for  a  life  office  because  the  risk  is  so 
long,  and  may  be  extended  for  so  many  years, 
it  is  useless  to  interfere  with  fire  offices,  for 
the  risk  is  simply  a  yearly  risk,  and  is  entirely 
different  from  a  life-office  risk.  A  man  may 
insure  for  fifty  years,  and  never  have  a  fire; 
and  I  leave  it  to  the  House  to  say  whether  the 
same  security  should  be  given  in  the  case  of 
a  fire  office  as  in  the  case  of  a  life  office.  In 
general  a  fire  office  only  takes  a  year's  risk, 
and  all  the  time  this  colony  has  been  in  exist- 
ence there  has  been  no  case  where  a  fire  risk 
has  not  been  paid  by  any  foreign  office. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

Sir  B.  STOUT. — I  know  that  there  have  been 
risks  not  paid,  but  I  meant  there  had  been 
none  unpaid  because  the  company  was  not  able 
to  pay  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — There  was  a  case  in  Auck- 
land. 

An  Hon.  Member. — And  in  Wellington. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  is  the  name  of  the 
company  ?  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  case. 
I  ask  honourable  members  to  recollect  also  that 
the  fire  offices  cannot  take  all  the  fire  risks. 
That  is  another  point.  The  life  offices — for  ex- 
ample, the  Government  Insurance  Office — will 
take  almost  all  the  life  risks  asked  for,  up  to 
a  certain  limit;  but,  so  far  as  fire  insurance 
oifices  are  concerned,  the  local  fire  insurance 
offices  cannot  do  all  the  fire  business  that  is 
offered  to  them.  Not  only  can  they  not  do  all 
the  fire  business,  but  honourable  members 
know  that  up  to  last  year  even  the  foreign 
offices  in  the  colony  could  not  undertake  all 
the  fire  risks  they  were  asked  to  take,  by  mer- 
chants and  others,  because  they  had  a  limit. 
What,  then,  will  happen?  If  you,  by  any 
legislation,  make  all  the  foreign  offices  dis- 
continue business  here,  the  injury  would  fall 
on  the  commercial  community.  You  will  not 
got  your  risks  taken  up,  in  the  first  place ;  and 
the  second  injury  will  be  that,  if  you  limit  or 
restrict  the  business  of  certain  offices,  you  will 
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TUB*  tile  risks,  and  yon  will  call  upon  the 
iosaters  to  pay  this  deposit,  for  the  money  will 
eome  oat  of  theii  pocket.  The  more  foreign 
offices  there  are,  and  the  larger  those  ofGoes 
•ze — the  greater  the  enconragement  you  give 
to  foreign  offices — the  lower  will  be  the  rates 
of  premiam  for  your  fire  risks.  Suppose  by 
any  legislation  you  prohibited  fire  offices  from 
coming  to  this  colony,  what  would  follow  if 
you  were  limited  to  the  four  offices  belonging 
to  New  Zealand  ?  I  think  there  are  only  four : 
the  National,  the  Standard,  the  South  British, 
and  the  New  Zealand :  if  you  attempted  to 
Umit  the  fire  business  to  these  offices,  what 
would  happen?  They  could  not  safely  under- 
take all  the  risks  that  would  be  offered  to 
them;  they  could  not  take  one-tenth  of  the 
liaks ;  and  consequently,  if  they  did,  they 
would  hare  to  charge  such  a  premium  as 
would  practically  prevent  persons  insuring 
their  property. 

Mr.  WARD. — A  number  of  the  foreign  in- 
•niance  companies  have  their  securities  here 
now. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Some  of  them  may  have 
doable  or  treble  the  security.  They  may  have 
invested  the  money  in  various  ways ;  but  that 
is  not  the  point.  The  point  is,  why  should  the 
State  undertake  to  say  they  have  to  look  after 
the  security  of  the  people  who  are  dealing  with 
eommerciai  business  ?  Why  restrict  it  to  fire 
insurance  companies  ?  Why  not  apply  the 
same  principle  to  companies  who  are  doing 
business  in  other  directions  of  commerce? 
Why  not  apply  it  to  persons  who  are  carrying 
on  a  large  produce  business,  for  example  ?  And 
why  not  abo  apply  it  to  the  banks  ? 

ilt.  WARD. — Why  insist  on  banks  having  a 
lEserve  of  coin  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber knows  nothing  more  than  that  about  the 
hanking  business  of  the  colony  he  does  not 
know  much.  I  am  amazed  to  hear  that 
statement.  The  honourable  member  ought  to 
know  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  two 
eases  at  all.  The  reason  why  a  coin  reserve 
is  required  is  that  the  coin  reserve  must  be 
held  against  paper  money,  which  is  a  mono- 
poly which  the  State  has  delegated  to  cer- 
tain institutions.  There  is  no  analogy  to  this 
argument  at  all.  There  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  eommerciai  businesses  carried  on  in 
this  colony.  Wo  may  have  a  company  or  a 
private  individual  stajrting  in  Wellington,  who 
may  buy  wheat  to  the  value  of  £100,000,  or 
frozen  meat,  or  butter:  is  the  State  to  step  in 
and  say,  "  You  are  not  to  conduct  your  business 
of  purchasing  unless  you  deposit  a  certwn 
aoKmnt  of  security  with  the  Government "  1 
Then  I  could  understand  the  argument.  It 
would  mean  that  no  grocer  would  have  the  right 
to  start  business  in  the  White  City  of  Oamaru 
nnlcM  he  was  prepared  to  deposit  so  many 
tboosaod  pounds  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Before  be  can  sell  he  has  got  to  buy,  perhaps, 
irom  the  wholesale  dealer.  If  you  are  going 
to  lay  no  person  is  to  carry  on  commerce  until 
•eemity  is  given,  to  what  extent  will  you  carry 
that  principle  out  7    As  far  as  fire  insurance  is 


ooncemed,  it  is  purely  a  commercial  transac- 
tion, which  only  lasts  a  year,  and  it  is  not  like 
life  insurance.  A  certain  event  must  happen  ;. 
there  may  never  be  a  fire ;  and  there  is  no 
analogy  between  the  two  cases.  What  will  be 
the  result  of  a  policy  of  this  class  ?  It  first 
limits  your  oompetition,  and  that  will  neces- 
sarily raise  your  risks ;  and  it  will  be  utterly 
valueless  as  security.  What  is  the  deposit  to 
be  under  this  Bill  ?  Honourable  members  will 
see  by  clause  5  of  this  Bill  that  every  fire  and 
marine  insurance  company  doing  business  in 
this  colony  is  to  deposit  £10,000.  What  is- 
£10,000  in  the  case  of  a  big  fire  ?  It  is  nothing, 
at  all.  What  is  it  in  the  case  of  a  marine 
risk  ?  Nothing  at  all.  It  is  giving  no  security 
at  all.  And,  if  you  are  going  to  insist  on  foreign 
offices  making  this  deposit,  why  not  insist  on 
local  insurance  companies  doing  the  same  ? 
The  local  company  may  be  in  debt ;  and  what 
security  is  there  in  that  case  ?  If  the  Govem- 
ment  are  to  stand  between  the  large  insur- 
ance coihpanies  and  these  local  companies, 
then  you  must  insist  on  these  local  com- 
panies giving  certain  approved  securities  to 
the  Government  before  they  can  carry  on  this- 
class  of  business.  I  submit  that  this  Bill  can- 
not have  any  beneficial  effect.  It  affords  no 
security  to  the  persons  having  fire  insurance ; 
and  what,  then,  is  its  object  ?  Simply  to  worry 
and  harass  foreign  companies  which  are  doing 
business  here  ;  and,  if  it  tends  to  drive  then> 
out  of  the  colony,  what  will  be  the  result  ?  I 
again  repeat,  it  will  simi^y  injure  those  people 
who  have  to  obtain  fire  risks,  because  the  ratea 
will  be  raised,  and  the  insurers  will  have  to  pay 
for  these  deposits.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand, 
addressed  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  by  several 
insurance  companies,  and  I  understand  that 
there  is  only  one  local  insurance  company  that 
has  not  joined  in  the  protest.  The  other  six 
companies,  that  have  not  joined  in  the  pro- 
test, are  large  English  companies,  and  possibly 
they  may  think  that  if  they  can  get  a  mono- 
poly, by  legislation  such  as  this,  it  will  he  very 
beneficial  to  them,  and  they  therefore  do  not 
want  to  join  in  this  protest.  I  was  surprised  to 
find  the  number  of  companies  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  New  Zealand.  This  protest  is  signed 
by  twenty-three  companies  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  this  colony.  Two  of  these  are  local 
companies,  and,  I  understand,  one  other  local 
company  joins  in  this  protest.  What  is  their 
argument  ?  They  protest  against  the  proposala 
of  the  Government,  tmd  the  reasons  they  give 
aie  these : — 

"  1.  That  the  proposed  protection  has  not 
been  demanded  by  the  public. 

"2.  That  it  is  a  distinct  advantage  to  the 
public  and  to  the  commercial  community  gene- 
rally for  foreign  insurance  companies  of  high 
standing  to  be  established  in  New  Zealand. 

"  3.  That  the  four  local  companies  established 
in  New  Zealand  could  not  conduct  the  business 
of  the  colony  without  the  aid  of  foreign  insur- 
ance companies. 

"  4.  That  Government  interference  with  ordi- 
nary commercial  transactions  is  strongly  to  bft 
deprecated. 
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"  S.  That  the  Bill,  if  it  became  latv,  instead 
o{  affording  increased  seoarity  to  the  public, 
would  tend  to  weaken  the  power  of  companies 
to  make  good  their  losses,  as  the  strength  of 
insurance  capital  lies  in  its  being  held  in  a 
concentrated  and  liquid  form,  under  immediate 
control,  to  meet  necessity  at  every  point. 

"  G.  That  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  unsound, 
-and  if  similar  Bills  are  enacted  elsewhere  the 
result  would  be  that  insurance  capital  would 
be  disintegrated  and  scattered,  and  unavailable 
for  application  to  its  special  purposes. 

"  And,  finally,  we  would  respectfully  suggest 
that,  instead  of  placing  further  disabilities  upon 
the  insurance  offices  domiciled  in  the  colony, 
and  who  materially  contribute,  in  license-fees, 
income-  and  land-taxes,  and  steunp' duties,  to 
the  revenue,  the  Oovernment  should  seriously 
consider  the  advisability  of  placing  a  tax  upon 
the  large  amount  of  insurance  premiums  con- 
tributed in  this  colony  to  companies  and  under- 
writers noi  established  in  New  Zealand,  to 
the  manifest  loss  of  revenue  to  the  colonial 
Exchequer,  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  com- 
panies operating  here." 

Now,  there  are  two  points  mentioned  in  this 
Bill  to  which  I  have  not  referred.  I  wish  to 
refer  to  them  now.  The  first  is,  What  must 
the  effect  be  on  our  local  companies?  Now, 
some  of  our  local  companies  have  got  agencies 
in  London,  America,  California,  and  in  all  the 
other  colonies — Victoria,  New  South  Wales, 
Tasmania,  South  Australia,  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia. If  these  companies  are  compelled  to 
pay  £10,000  as  a  deposit  in  every  place  in  which 
they  start  business,  what  will  result  ?  Their 
capital  will  be  so  dissipated  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  have  that  capital  pat  out 
in  such  a  form  as  to  enable  them  to  take  risks, 
and  it  will  simply  prevent  them  from  compet- 
ing in  foreign  places;  so  that  by  this  Bill  you 
are  really  injuring  our  local  companies,  and 
doing  them  no  good.  The  next  point  is  this. 
We  will  take,  for  example,  a  company  that 
starts  hero,  and  that  wishes  to  withdraw  from 
the  colony,  and  gives  notice  to  insurers  that  it 
will  continue  to  insure  their  properties.  The 
whole  of  that  insurance  can  be  eflected  in  Lon- 
don. There  will  be  no  stamp  duties,  no  license- 
fees,  no  revenue  from  clerks  and  offices.  That 
company  will  be  carrying  on  business  without 
having  a  local  habitation  or  a  name  in  New 
Zealand,  and  without  paying  a  single  penny  to 
the  revenue,  and  yet  doing  business  in  the 
colony.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  as  a  business- 
man, will  know  what  often  happens.  We  will 
suppose  there  is  a  block  of  buildings  in  Wel- 
lington, and  the  owner  wishes  to  get  £20,000 
on  the  block.  He  may  go  to  the  local  office, 
and  they  may  say,  "  We  will  only  give  you 
£10,000"— or  £15,000— "on  the  block,  and  our 
margin  is  10s." — or  ISs. — "per  cent."  "Oh," 
says  the  owner  of  the  block,  "  I  can  do  better ; 
I  will  write  to  my  agents  in  London," — and  he 
gets  it  insured  perhaps  for  £20,000,  at,  perhaps, 
78.  Cd.  per  cent.  Now,  that  class  of  business 
is  done.  I  know  it  is  done.  I  have  had  one 
transaction  myself,  and  have  seen  others. 
And  what  is  the  result?  If  you  force  this 
Sir  B.  Stout 


insurance  to  go  to  Australia  or  elsewhere  joa 
will  not  get  any  revenue  from  fire  insoranoe. 
You  will  lose  your  stamp  duties,  your  license- 
fees,  and  you  will  also  lose  something  more. 
Having  a  foreign  office  located  here,  it  means 
not  only  some  employment  to  clerks,  bat  also 
rent  of  offices,  and  so  forth.  So  that,  as  far 
as  this  Bill  is  concerned,  you  are  going  to 
get  no  advantage.  You  are  injuring  your  local 
offices,  because  you  will  have  similar  legisl*- 
tion,  perhaps,  proposed  in  the  other  colonies, 
and  there  your  local  offices  will  be  prevented 
from  entering  into  competition  with  other 
offices.  And  what  is  the  value  of  this  part  of 
the  Bill?  I  repeat,  sgain,  it  is  only  a  yearly 
contract,  so  far  as  fire  insurance  is  concerned; 
but  80  far  as  marine  business  is  concerned 
the  insurance  is  for  the  voyage.  It  may  be 
two  years,  on  a  long  voyage.  But,  generally, 
when  insurances  are  effected  for  a  long  voyage 
the  insurances  are  effected  in  Home  ofBcss, 
and  not  in  New  Zealand  offices  at  all.  I 
therefore  ask  the  House  not  to  agree  to  the 
principle  laid  down  in  this  Bill  so  far  as  fire 
and  marine  offices  are  concerned. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  — My  honourable  ooUeagne 
has  so  fully  dealt  with  this  measure  that  I  do 
not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Honae 
many  minutes.  In  so  far  as  the  proposal  re- 
lates to  life  insurance,  I  do  not  think  that 
under  the  present  law  there  is  a  suffioient  de- 
posit required  in  the  colony ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  in  so  far  as  fire  and  marine  insur- 
ance is  concerned,  the  deposit  named  in  the 
Bill  is  altogether  unnecessary.  It  will  prevent 
new  offices  opening  here,  and  will  make  it  not 
worth  the  while  of  certain  offices  to  carry  on. 
In  regard  to  life  insurance,  I  think  the  Trea- 
surer ought  to  agree  to  a  scale  in  proportion  to 
the  business  done:  that  would  be  more  suit- 
able, and  would  not  drive  insurance  companies 
from  the  colony,  and  deprive  it  of  the  advan- 
tage of  competition  or  of  the  different  tables 
the  offices  offer.  In  regard  to  the  question  of 
limited-liability  companies,  the  Treasurer  has 
intimated  that  he  will  meet  the  objectiona 
raised,  and  there  is  no  need  for  me  to  deal  with 
that.  Passing  to  marine  and  fire  insurance: 
it  is  pointed  out  by  the  protesting  companies 
that  there  has  been  no  demand  by  the  public 
for  any  Bill  of  this  sort.  Commercial  people 
are  quite  competent  to  look  after  their  own 
affairs,  and  quite  able  to  discriminate  as  to 
which  are  really  sound  insurance  companies 
and  which  are  to  be  avoided ;  and,  so  far  as  the 
insurance  companies  are  concerned,  there  has 
been  no  call  on  their  part  for  any  legislation  of 
this  sort.  Nor  can  the  Government  point  to 
any  transaction  that  has  called  for  this  legis- 
lation. The  effect  of  this  Bill  will  probably 
be  to  defeat  the  object  the  Government  have  in 
view.  It  will  not  bring  deposits  into  the  Trea- 
sury to  any  extent ;  but  a  good  many  offices 
will  withdraw,  and  continue  to  do  business 
without  an  office  in  the  colony.  Traders  must 
get  cover,  and  will  again  be  driven  to  insure 
outside  the  colony,  with  all  the  attendant  in- 
convenience. Then,  similar  legislation  may  be 
adopted  in  other  colonies,  and  oui  New-  Zeft- 
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iMid  oompuiies  will  be  called  opon  to  find 
ainiilu  deposits  wherever  they  are  doing  busi- 
Btn.  It  will  be  a  great  dlBadvantage  to  the 
insunoice  companies  to  haye  their  funds  tied 
up  in  this  vay.  They  will  be  deprived  of  the 
use  of  so  much  capital,  deposited  with  the 
nrious  GoTemments,  and  not  available  to  pay 
bisea  when  snch  dcour, — becanee,  unless  the 
eompmy  winds  np  or  withdraws,  its  deposit 
moft  be  maintained.  Bat  where  the  Bill  will 
ptincipaliy  defeat  its  object  is  in  respect  to 
muine  insurance.    We  know   now  that  the 

Soncipal  exporters  from  New  Zealand  do  not 
obnsmess  in  the  colony;  it  is  done  entirely 
in  London  by  means  of  the  cable,  which  is 
ehetp  and  available.  There  is  no  difficulty  to 
taj  finn  in  covering  risks  to  much  better  ad- 
vantage in  the  English  market.  And  wherever 
you  load  insatance  companies  with  disabilities 
and  lestriotioss,  as  proposed,  you  will  throw 
tiiem  ont  of  the  race  in  competition,  and  it 
will  tessit  in  a  sharp  restriction  of  business, 
in  the  loss  of  stamp  revenue,  and  in  bringing 
DO  advantage  to  the  insuring  public.  I  am  sur- 
piiied  at  the  Treasurer,  with  his  commercial 
experience,  bringing  forward  such  proposals. 
I  think,  at  least,  if  we  pass  the  second  reading, 
the  Bill  should  then  be  withdravm. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— I  think  the  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  spoke  last  have  hardly  put 
the  case  fairly  before  the  House.  The  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  referred  to  the 
difierence  between  a  life  policy  and  a  fire  policy, 
one  bong  for  a  long  period  and  the  other  being 
only  for  a  year;  but  he  forgot  to  mention  that 
the  year  policy  might  cover  a  larger  amount 
than  the  life  policy,  and  it  is  just  as  important 
that  the  public  should  be  guarded  with  refer- 
ence to  insurance  risk  in  one  case  as  the  other. 
The  abject  of  this  Bill  is  to  prevent  mushroom 
eompanies  coming  into  competition  in  New 
Zealand,  and  I  tiiink  honourable  gentlemen 
«ha  have  any  knowledge  of  the  aSairs  of  in- 
niance  companies  know  that  companies  have 
been  doing  business  on  such  terms  as  were  not 
safe.  That  the  result  of  such  a  measure  may 
to  some  extent  increase  premiums  no  sensible 
man  will  doubt,  but  it  is  much  better  that  the 
poblio  should  pay  a  fair  premium  for  a  secure 
Bsk  than  have  a  risk  worth  nothing  because 
ttie  premium  happens  to  be  cheap.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  the  clauses  in  the  Bill  are  all  that 
they  should  be ;  but  that  some  security  is  re- 
paired from  foreign  companies  doing  business 
in  New  Zealand  I  think  s^l  right-thinking  indi- 
liduals  will  be  prepared  to  admit.  The  whole 
foratioD  resolves  itself  into  this:  Is  it  wise 
that  the  colonist  should  be  secured  against  the 
ii<lB  that  are  taken  by,  I  might  almost  »ay, 
hogns  eompanies — is  it  wise  that  there  should 
be  Bome  protection  for  people  who  are  not  pre- 
J«ied  to  raotect  themselves  ? 

Vi.  PUtAKI. — Sir,  I  can  give  instances  from 
•«hial  experience  showing  the  necessity  for  the 
KU,  and  it  surprises  me  greatly  that  the  mem- 
hen  for  Wellington  City,  who  ought  at  least  to 
blow  something  of  the  circumstances  I  am 
shout  to  speak  of,  are  so  ignorant  of  what  has 
ocBurred  in  the  town  they  represent.   A  gentle- 


man of  the  name  of  Baird  purported  to  be 
the  general  mauskger  of  a  company  belong- 
ing to  New  South  WaJes — I  fo^et  the  name, 
but  I  think  it  was  the  Colonial  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  He  established  himself  in  business 
here,  and  opened  agencies  throughout  the 
Manawatu  and  Hawke's  Bay  districts.  Busi- 
ness went  on  for  about  twelve  months,  and 
during  that  time  there  were  about  twelve  risks 
at  least  in  which  fires  occurred,  and  not  one 
single  risk  was  met  after  the  fire.  It  was  a 
very  great  hardship  in  my  own  district  to  a 
number  of  farmers  and  business  people,  and  I 
feel  sure  that,  if  it  had  not  been  checked  by 
publicity  in  the  newspapers,  such  companies 
would  be  running  the  same  game  now,  without 
any  check  from  the  large  business  firms  that 
have  been  spoken  of  as  people  who  could  be 
trusted  to  find  out  the  true  character  of  such 
bogus  companies.  It  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  public  should  be  protected  from 
swindles  of  this  character,  and  more  especially 
in  regard  to  insurance.  It  is  a  thing  that, 
above  all  things,  should  be  safe  and  secure; 
and,  if  it  is  not  to  be  so,  we  might  just  as  well 
do  without  it.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Treasurer  has  introduced  the  Bill,  and  trust 
that,  at  any  rate,  the  main  principle  will  be 
passed  into  law,  and  act  as  a  check  against 
further  swindles. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  afforded  an  instance  of  the  vague  and 
loose  way  in  which  the  most  important  subjects 
are  frequently  approached  in  this  House.  He 
began  in  the  most  indefinite  manner  to  state 
to  the  House  that  he  "  thought "  the  name  of 
a  certain  company  in  this  city  represented  by 
Mr.  Baird  was  the  Colonial  Fire  Insurance 
Company ;  then,  further,  that  "  about "  a 
dozen  men  in  the  Falmerston  district  had  held 
risks  that  had  not  been  met. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  can  show  you  the  names 
and  policies  of  sufferers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — In  an  equally  vague  way 
he  states  that  a  number  of  farmers — a  large 
number — a  dozen  is  not  a  very  large  number — 
and  business-men  had  suffered  because  of  the 
defalcations  of  this  company,  and  that  were  it 
not  for  the  exposure  of  the  bogus  business  of 
this  company  a  still  further  number  would 
have  suffered.  The  oases  he  speaks  of  cannot 
have  been  of  any  extent  or  importance,  or  they 
would  be  familiar  to  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  his  colleague.  Both  are 
quite  ignorant  of  these  cases ;  and  I  for  one, 
though  living  in  the  district  for  a  good  many 
years  now,  have  never  had  these  oases  brought 
under  my  notice.  And  supposing  there  have 
been  a  few  defalcations,  can  the  honourable 
gentleman  name  any  business  in  which  some 
do  not  occur,  and  will  he  therefore  argue  that 
the  Qovernment  must  necessarily  step  in  with 
special  legislation  to  protect  people  against 
their  own  indiscretion?  Surely  those  people 
who  insure  with  bogus  companies  do  not  take 
proper  precautions  to  ascertain  the  business 
soundness  of  the  institutions  whioh  offer  to 
take  their  risks.  The  Bill  under  discussion  is 
another  specimen  of  the  eternal  meddling  of 
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4ihis  Oovernment  in  matters  they  do  not  take 
the  troable  to  understand.  The  Treasurer  has 
been  blamed  for  brining  in  this  measure,  but 
I  feel  satisfied  that  it  was  not  introduced  at 
his  instance,  because  his  business  knowledge 
would  not  prompt  him  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill. 
The  real  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  frequent 
use  of  the  word  "foreign"  —  foreign  com- 
panies. It  hits  a  shallow  public  prejudice; 
and  tuny  stick  is  good  enough  to  beat  a  dog 
with,  and  instances  of  this  are  cropping  up  in 
this  House  continually.  New  Zealand  should 
be  the  last  country  in  the  world  to  talk  about 
foreign  companies  and  foreign  capital;  be- 
came it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of  settle- 
ment much  more  than  ordinarily  indebted  to 
the  assistance  afforded  by  foreign  capital. 
The  effect  of  this  Bill  would  necessarily  be  to 
increase  the  price  of  insurance  to  every  farmer 
and  business -man  throughout  New  Zealand; 
and  though  there  are  so  many  so-called  foreign 
companies  competing  in  New  ZeEuland,  great 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  covering  the 
risks  attached  to  some  of  oar  largest  business 
concerns.  Take,  for  instance,  the  costly  esta- 
blishments owned  by  the  freezing  companies : 
to  my  knowledge,  and  with  all  the  competi- 
tion that  exists,  a  difficulty  is  frequently 
experienced  in  covering  their  risks  satisfac- 
torily, and  it  is  only  by  the  distribution  of  risks 
amongst,  the  so-called  foreign  companies  that 
the  business  of  these  freezmg  companies  has 
been  carried  on  successfully.  I  do  hope,  as  far 
as  the  fire-companies  portion  of  the  Bill  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  Treasurer  will  reconsider  the 
position,  and  realise  that  it  affords  no  security 
whatever  to  the  public  to  have  £10,000  de- 
posited by  each  of  them.  What  is  £10,000  com- 
pared with  the  serious  risks  which  these  com- 
panies undertake  in  many  cases?  It  affords 
no  protection  whatever ;  and  I  hope  to  see  these 
foreign  companies  rather  increased  in  number, 
because  we  shall  then  have  business  people, 
farmers,  and  all  those  interested  in  insurance, 
able  to  insure  at  a  rate  much  lower  than 
they  can  at  the  present  time.  Do  honour- 
able gentlemen  realise  the  enormous  difference 
between  the  premiums  which  we  in  New  Zea- 
land have  to  pay  compared  with  the  rates 
current  in  the  Home-country?  And  is  it  by 
the- provisions  of  a  Bill  such  as  this  that  New 
Zealand  insurers  are  to  be  relieved  from  the 
heavy  premiums  they  have  to  pay  ?  I  there- 
fore hope,  as  far  as  fire  and  marine  companies 
are  concerned,  that  the  Government  will  allow 
them  perfect  freedom  to  go  on  in  the  future  as 
they  have  been  doing  in  the  past.  I  have  no 
interest  in  the  business  of  any  of  these  com- 
panies, and  hold  no  shares  in  them.  My  only 
aim  is  to  encourage  the  investment  of  insurance 
capital,  BO  that  che  public  generally  can  get 
their  risks  covered  on  the  most  favourable 
terms. 

Mr.  a.  J.  SMITH.— I  recognise  that  this  Bill 
is  of  such  great  importance  to  the  mercantile 
community  that  I  think  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  were  not  to  say  one  or  two  words 
in  connection  with  it.  First,  what  is  the  posi- 
tion of  foreign  companies  so  fax  as  New  Zea- 
Mr.  Bttchanan 


land  is  concerned?  We  must  not  forget  that 
they  are  now  paying  a  tax  for  the  privilege  of 
carrying  on  business  in  New  Zealand  of  £300 
a  year.  In  addition  to  that,  they  pay  an 
income-tax  on  their  profits.  They  occupy 
as  a  rule  large  buildings,  and  they  pay  mnoi- 
cipal  rates,  and  employ  a  very  large  stafi  of 
clerks  to  do  their  work.  Before  we  attempt 
to  do  anything  which  will  interfere  with  the 
carrying-on  of  this  business  in  New  Zealand  we 
should  be  very  certain  that  we  shall  get  some 
corresponding  advantage.  What  I  am  afraid 
of  is  this :  that  one  of  the  results  of  passing  this 
Bill  will  be  that  some  offices  now  carrying  on 
business  in  New  Zealand  will  withdraw  rather 
than  submit  to  the  terms  set  out  in  this  BiU. 
The  result  will  then  probably  be  that  traders 
who  even  at  the  present  time  cannot  get  suffi- 
cient cover  will  get  even  less ;  and  men  who 
ore  employed  in  business  in  the  large  centres 
will  have  to  take  correspondingly  greater  risks, 
which  means  in  the  case  of  a  fire  absolate 
ruin.  Some  little  time  ago,  on  another  Bill, 
I  heard  from  the  Government  benches  certain 
remarks  about  close  corporations.  If  this  Bill 
is  passed  I  believe  it  will  lead  to  close  corpora- 
tions being  formed  in  connection  with  certain 
fire  insurance  companies,  and  the  result  will 
be,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  that  insurance  rates  will 
be  considerably  increased ;  and  I  think  that 
at  the  present  time  we  are  suffering  from  pre- 
miums which  are  exorbitantly  high,  and  any- 
thing which  will  tend  to  raise  them  will 
inflict  a  burden  upon  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  do  not  think  this  Government  ought 
to  attempt  to  infiict  such  a  burden  upon  them. 
There  is  another  question.  If  the  5few  Zea- 
land Government  insists  on  deposits  being 
made  by  foreign  companies  it  is  extremely 
probable  that  the  Australian  fire  and  marine 
insurance  companies  doing  business  in  New 
Zealand  will  instigate  their  Governments  to 
impose  like  terms  upon  New  Zealand  ofiSces, 
and ,  as  the  capital  of  New  Zealand  companies 
is  extremely  limited,  it  will  mean  that  they 
will  not  be  able  to  carry  on  a  business  in  those 
colonies,  and  will  have  to  confine  their  opera- 
tions to  New  Zealand.  In  addition  to  that,  if 
these  foreign  offices  close  their  New  Zealand 
business  the  whole  of  their  colonial  staSs  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  any  one  who  knows 
anything  about  the  labour-market,  so  far  ai 
the  clerical  profession  is  concerned,  will  realise 
that  to  have  forty  or  fifty  clerks  thrown 
on  the  labour-market  in  New  Zealand  wiU  be 
a  very  serious  thing  for  those  engaged  in  pen- 
manship. This  Bill  will  press  heavily,  in  my 
opinion,  mostly  on  the  poorer  parts  of  our  popa- 
lation.  Those  engaged  in  mercantile  trans- 
actions, or  in  large  trading  concerns,  will 
simply  get  insurances  effected  by  open  cover  in 
London.  The  premiums  will  be  paid  in  Lon- 
don, and  the  result  will  be  that  a  large  amount 
of  business  will  be  lost  in  the  colony.  I  hope 
that,  when  this  Bill  gets  into  Committee,  the 
clause  relating  to  fire  and  marine  insurance 
companies  will  be  either  struck  out  or  very 
considerably  amended.  Again,  there  are  in  this 
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colony  Eome  companies  carrying  on  business 
as  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies  viith 
a  very  large  capital,  and  under  this  proposal 
they  would  be  required  to  make  a  certain  de- 
posit. Then,  there  are  other  smaller  companies 
earring  on  busmeas  as  fire  offices  only  :  they 
will  have  to  make  the  same  deposit  as  offices 
carrying  on  both  fire  and  marine  business.  I 
think  Uiat  provision  is  unfair  to  the  smaller 
offices,  and  I  thitak  that  in  Committee  the 
amount  to  bo  deposited  by  fire  and  marine 
offices  should  under  certain  circumstances  be 
materially  reduced. 

Sir.  BELL. — I  understand  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  say,  with  regard  to  life  insurance  com- 
panies which,  being  first  formed  many  years 
ago,  have  a  few  shareholders  as  well  as  a 
ntutual  fund,  that  he  does  not  intend  the  Bill 
to  apply  to  them.  I  understand  him  to  as- 
cent to  that,  and  that  he  wUl  accept  amend- 
ments which  will  make  it  clear.  With  regard 
to  fire  companies,  I  really  wish  to  put  this  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer — there  is  no  party  ques- 
tion involved  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind :  I  would 
ask  him,  is  it  not  quite  clear  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  we  cannot  afford  to  do  without  the 
large  companies?  Is  it  safe  for  the  New 
Zealand  companies  to  stand  alone?  Let  us 
take,  for  instance,  large  companies  like  the 
liiverpool  and  liondon  and  Globe,  the  Sun, 
and  the  Royal.  Take  those  three  together — 
there  can  be  no  question  about  them.  Any 
man  who  knows  anything  about  business  pre- 
fers to  insure  with  one  of  these  large  companies, 
letting  them  reinsure.  Then,  there  is  the  cose 
of  ihe  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe.  It  is 
a  life  insurance  as  well  as  a  fire  insurance 
company,  but  it  refused  to  do  life  insurance 
business  in  Kew  Zealand  after  the  passing  of 
the  Liife  Insurance  Policies  Act,  because  it  was 
required  to  give  security.  That  company  said 
it  was  not  worth  its  while  to  submit  to  such 
tenas.  Perhaps  it  is  rather  a  high  and  mighty 
tone  to  take,  but  we  have  to  consider  it,  be- 
cause that  is  the  tone  the  companies  are  likely 
to  take.  I  hope  the  Treasurer  wiU  consider 
that  point  before  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee. 
There  is  a  great  deal  in  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  said,  and  what  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  in  introducing  the  Bill 
— namely,  that  the  public  do  want  protection 
in  the  matter  of  bogus  companies ;  but  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  provide  that.  The  Bill 
should  be  prospective,  and  not  retrospective — 
that  is,  that  fire  and  marine  companies  which 
may  come  here  hereafter  to  do  business  should 
be  required  to  make  a  deposit;  that  no  com- 
panies should  be  able  to  carry  on  business,  other 
than  the  companies  carrying  on  business  here 
sow,  without  making  a  deposit.  I  have  very 
good  ground  for  believing  that  the  result  of  this 
measure  will  not  be  to  bring  £10,000  or  £20,000 
hero  at  all:  not  because  the  companies  are 
not  able  to  invest  that  money  here,  not  that 
it  would  not  be  a  good  investment,  but  they  are 
likely  to  say,  "  After  all,  our  business  in  New 
Zealand  is  not  so  very  large  as  to  induce  us  to 
depart  from  our  principle  and  give  security." 
They  will  not  give  security,  because  it  would 


be  submitting  to  a  kind  of  indignity.  That  is 
the  attitude  which  the  larger  companies  are 
likely  to  take  up.  The  object  of  the  Bill  will 
be  obtained  if  the  House  simply  provides  that, 
for  the  future,  every  insurance  company  which 
comes  to  do  business  in  New  Zealand  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  provisions  already  required  by 
law,  deposit  with  the  Public  Trustee  sufficient 
security  to  cover  all  possible  risks.  That,  no 
doubt,  has  the  look  of  protection  about  it,  and 
it  might  have  that  eSect ;  but  I  think  it  would 
at  all  events  prevent  the  establishment  of  any 
bogus  businesses  such  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fears.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  com- 
panies now  carrying  on  business  which  are  not 
safe,  or  which  would  be  rendered  more  safe  by 
the  mere  deposit  of  these  small  sums  with  the 
Public  Trustee.  As  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows,  the  only  thing  which  can  bring  a  fire 
company  down  is  an  immense  conflagration, 
and  then  companies  go  down  like  ninepins. 
With  regard  to  life  insurance  companies,  I 
submit  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  this 
matter  requires  reconsideration.  The  sum  ha 
is  taking  is  too  large  in  some  ceases  and  not  too 
large  in  others.  What  is  required  is  that  there 
should  be  a  sufficient  deposit  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  iusurod.  Then,  why  is  a  bank 
deposit-receipt  excluded  from  the  allowed  se- 
curities ?  There  seems  no  reason  against  it, 
except  the  reason  suggested  by  the  Govern- 
ment— namely,  that  those  deposit  moneys  are 
drafted  away  to  foreign  countries,  I  can  as- 
sure the  honourable  gentleman  there  is  no 
foundation  for  that ;  and  great  hardship  will 
be  inflicted  on  these  companies  if  they  are  not 
allowed  to  invest  moneys  in  securities  of  that 
kind — investments  which,  I  may  point  out  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  are  allowed  to  pri- 
vate trustees  at  the  present  time. 

,,  „  Mr.  WAED.  —  In  replying  on  this 
Bill,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  proposals 
contained  in  it  relative  to  fire  and  marine  in- 
surance offices  are  not  oppressive.  I  may  say 
that  in  the  Capo  Colony,  in  the  United  States, 
and  in  Canada  offices  of  this  class  have  to 
deposit  the  sum  of  £10,000. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— In  some  of  the  States. 

Mr.  WAED. — Yes ;  in  some  of  the  States, 
and  in  the  Cape  Colony  and  in  Canada.  I 
think.  Sir,  that  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  such  a  Bill  as  this.  The  argu- 
ments which  have  been  adduced  against  the 
proposal  are  deserving  of  consideration ;  and 
when  in  Committee — as  I  indicated  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill— the  Govern- 
ment will  be  prepared  to  consider  any  reason- 
able proposals  which  are  calculated  to  improve 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question, '"That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that 
the  House    may  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Licensing  Bill." 

Ayes,  82. 
Buddo  Collins  Platman 

Cornell  Eamshaw         Hall-Jonea 
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Haitia 

Meredith 

Seddon 

Heke 

Mills 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Joyce 

Montgomery      Stevens 

Kally,  J.  W. 

Morrison 

Stout 

Lamach 

Newman 

Tanner 

Mackintosh 

Pinkerton 

Ward. 

MoOowan 

Pirani 

Tellers. 

MoKenzie,  B. 

Reeves 

Maslin 

MoLaohlan 

Bussell,  a. 
Noes,  21 

W.  MoNab. 

Buchanan 

Houston 

Parata 

Buick 

Kelly,  W. 

Saunders 

Carroll 

Lang 

Steward 

Crowthec 

Lavfry 

Wilson. 

Dimoan 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Millar 

Bussoll,  W.  B 

Oreen 

O'Regan 

Thompson. 

HaU 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Cadman 

Allen 

Carncross 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mitohelson 

Smith, 

E.  M. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  11. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  conimitted. 

INSPECTION  OP  MACHINERY  BILL. 

IN   COMUITTES. 

Clause  4.  —  Drivers  of  all  engines  and 
travelling-engines  to  have  certificates  of  com- 
petency. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  or  of  any  engine  propelled  or 
moved  from  place  to  place  by  its  own  motive- 
power  and  machinery,"  with  a  view  to  making 
the  clause  not  apply  to  traction-engines. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  SO. 


Buddo 

Hogg 

Reeves 

Buiok 

Mackintosh        Seddon 

Camell 

McKenzie, 

R.     Smith 

Carroll 

McNab 

Stevens 

Collins 

I^Iillar 

Steward 

Eamshaw 

Mills 

Stout 

Flatman 

Montgomery      Tanner. 

Green 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

O'Regan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Harris 

Parata 

Pinkerton. 

Heke 

Noes,  18. 

Buchanan 

Maslin 

Bussel),  W.  R 

Crowther 

Massey 

Saunders 

Duncan 

McQowan 

Wilson. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Newman 

MoLachlan 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W 

Lang 

Paibs 

For 

, 

Against. 

Cadman 

Allen 

Camcrosa 

Duthie 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McKenzie,  3. 

Mitchelson 

Ward. 

Fraser. 

Majority  against,  12. 


Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. — ^Examinations. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  application- 
fee  be  lOs.  instead  of  £1. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  certificate- 
fee  be  2s.  6d.  in  place  of  10s. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

SCHOOL-ATTENDANCE  BILL. 

IN  COMUITTEE. 

Clause  3. — Every  child  between  seven  and 
thirteen  to  attend  school:  "Provided  that 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  child  whose 
place  of  residence  is  more  than  two  miles 
from  the  nearest  public  school,  the  distance 
being  measured  by  the  shortest  road." 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  to  insert  the 
following  words  after  the  word  "road":  "or 
where  they  cannot  conveniently  reach  a  public 
school  by  rail." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Exemptions. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  to  substitute  the  words 
"  School  Committee  "  for  "  Board." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. — "If  any  child,  required  by  this 
Act  to  attend  a  public  school,  does  not  attend 
such  school,  the  Education  Board  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  such  child  resides  may  give  the 
parent  of  such  child  notice  in  writing,  in  the 
form  or  to  the  effect  of  the  Schedule  hereto." 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Education  Board,"  with  a  view  to  inserting 
"  School  Committee." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  21. 

Carroll 

Mills 

Smith,  O.  J. 

Collins 

Montgomery      Stevens 

Earnshaw 

Morrison 

Stout 

Harris 

Pirani 

Tanner. 

Heke 

Beeves 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Saunders 

Pinkerton 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Green. 

MoNab 

Noes.  23. 

Buchanan 

Hall-Jones 

McLachlan 

Buddo 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Buick 

Houston 

Newman 

Camell 

Kelly,  W. 

O'Regan 

Crowther 

Lang 

Russell,  G.W 

Duncan 

Maslin 

Tellers. 

Platman 

McGowan 

Graham 

Hall 

McKenzie, 
Pairs 

R.    Massey. 

For 

Agamst, 

Cadman 

AUen 

Carncross 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Ward. 

Fraser. 

Majority  against,  3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Government 


[COUNCIL.] 


BaUwaya  Bill. 


161 


Words  atrnok  out,  and  wotds  "  School  Com- 
mittee  "  substituted. 
BUI  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  Slst  September,  1894. 


Pint  Beadlngs— Third  Be&dings— Bill  dlncharged— 
GoTcmment  Ballwas-s  Bill — Shops  and  Shop- 
assistants  BUI. 

The  Hon.   the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-put  two  o'clock. 

Pbiters. 

FIKST  READINGS. 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill,  School-attend- 
ance Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Tramways  Bill,  Hastings  Borough  Loan  Vali- 
dation and  Empowering  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Mackenzie  County  Boundary  Extension  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  in 
addiig  the  Council  to  read  this  Bill  the  second 
time  it  may  not  he  out  of  place  to  remind 
honourable  members  who  were  in  the  Council 
at  the  time  of  the  reason  which  led  the  then 
GoTermnent  to  make  the  change  which  was 
made  by  the  Railways  Act  of  1887;  and  it  may 
perhaps  he  interesting  to  other  honourable 
membiers  who  were  not  then  here  to  tell  them 
also  the  same  reasons.  Sir,  the  then  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  in  introducing  that  Bill  in 
another  place,  stated  that  the  country  was 
olamouring  for  a  change,  that  there  was  nothing 
bnt  dissatisfaction  right  throughout  the  railway 
serrice,  and  that,  at  any  cost,  this  clamour 
should  be  set  at  rest.  He  also  said,  I  think, 
so  far  as  I  remember,  having  glanced  through  his 
speech — a  very  able  speech,  delivered  on  that 
occasion  in  1887 — that  he  himself  had  been  very 
mnch  opposed  to  the  change,  but  he  thought 
that  public  opinion  was  in  that  direction,  and 
tended  so  much  in  that  direction  that  he  had 
become  a  convert  to  the  scheme.  Sir,  it  will  be 
in  the  recollection  of  honourable  members  that 
one  of  the  great  desires  on  that  occasion  was  to 
get  irhat  are  known  as  experts—  experts  in  rail- 
way management.  Victoria  had  taken  th  e  lead , 
and  Victoria  had  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
tjttema  of  railway  management  perhaps  known 
— ^but  Victoria's  experts  have  cost  them  some- 
thing ;  and  New  South  Wales,  not  to  be  out- 
done in  the  management  of  railways,  got  ex- 
perts also,  with  a  result  that  is  probably  well 
known  to  honourable  members.  Queensland 
followed  also  in  the  same  lines  :  and  it  was  so 
fashionable  that  New  Zealand  thought  it  a 
proper  thing  to  do  to  get  experts  also.  I  have 
never  ceased  to  think,  speaking  for  myself  indi- 
vidnally,  that  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
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change  at  the  time  was  to  get  rid  of  soma 
objectionable — to  some  people,  not  to  me  — 
some  objectionable  officers  in  that  department. 
That,  I  think,  was  pretty  widely  circulated  all 
over  the  place  at  the  time;  and  how  far  the 
change  has  been  a  success  is  a  matter  well 
known  to  every  one.  This  Bill  was  introduced 
in  December,  close  upon  Christmas-time,  when 
it  became  necessary  to  hurry  a  great  many 
matters  through  the  House.  The  Bill  was 
introduced  then,  and  it  is  a  very  curious  feuit 
that  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
another  place  and  the  present  Premier,  who 
was  then  a  private  member  of  tho  House,  were 
in  accord  upon  this  question.  They  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  undesirable  that  a  change 
should  be  made  ;  but  the  clamour  for  tho  change 
was  so  great  that  it  was  considered  that  the 
railways  should  be  handed  over  from  the  poli- 
tical control  of  Parliament  and  from  parlia- 
mentary influence  to  a  body  irresponsible — I 
should  say,  to  an  irresponsible  body.  I  would 
only  refer  to  one  portion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech,  and  I  will  not  weary  the 
Council  by  any  very  long  remarks  upon  the 
question. 

An  Hon.  Membsr. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  glad 
to  hear  my  honourable  friend  say  "  Hear,  hear," 
because  I  am  sometimes  accused  by  him  of  not 
giving  very  full  information  on  matters  which 
come  before  this  Council.  I  am  pleased  to  see 
that  my  friend  is  still  my  friend,  and  comes  to 
my  assistance  on  this  occasion  as  he  has  d«ne 
on  many  others.  I  will,  however,  call  attention 
to  one  short  remark  by  Captain  Russell,  who,  I 
believe,  leads  the  Opposition  in  another  place 
on  the  present  occasion.  This  remark  is,  I 
think,  worthy  of  the  attention  of  honourablo 
members.    Among  other  things,  he  said,  — 

"  Though  I  now  think  that  it  may  be  my 
duty  to  vote  for  this  proposal,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  is  a  serious  reflection  upon  parlia- 
mentary government  when  we  admit  it  is 
impossible  our  railways  could  be  managed  by 
the  chief  legislative  body.  It  is  as  much  as  to 
say  that  we  have  been  continually  doing  what 
we  know  to  have  been  wrong,  instead  of  insist- 
ing on  what  is  right  being  done.  I  do  not 
believe  that  under  t)ie  proposed  Bill  we  shall 
get  much  better  results  from  the  railways  than 
at  the  present  time." 

Well,  Sir,  that  was  the  view  held  by  both 
honourable  gentlemen,  as  I  have  stated,  and 
that  was  the  view  held  by  many  other  members 
of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  upon  that 
occasion,  and  that  is  the  view  that  was  held 
by  myself,  although  I  said  nothing  in  this 
Chamber,  because  I  saw  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  anything,  as  honourable  members 
in  another  place  approved  of  the  measure.  It 
was  not  carried  unanimously,  and  a  reference 
to  Hansard  will  show  how  it  was  rushed 
through  Conmiittee  in  that  House  by  force 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  until  it 
reached  this  place.  Sir,  when  it  reached  here 
the  late  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  who 
was  then  Attorney-General  of  the  colony,  in  a 
very  able  speech  in  moving  the  seoond  reading. 
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of  the  Bill,  said  it  was  an  experiment.  It  was  ' 
an  experiment,  and  the  same  reasons  which 
exist  now  existed  then  for  a  change  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  railways.  Sir,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion public  opinion  demanded  that  the  change 
now  proposed  sboald  take  place ;  that  there  bad 
been  nothing  but  dissatisfaction  right  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  railway  service ;  and  it  is 
hoped,  by  the  restoration  of  the  control  of  the 
milways  to  a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  that,  at 
any  rate,  there  will  be  more  responsibility,  such 
as  has  not  existed  during  the  last  five  years. 
I  am  not  going  to  find  any  fault.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  find  that  any  langaage  of 
mine  is  misinterpreted.  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  those  gentlemen  who  have  managed 
the  railways.  I  be  ieve  many  of  them  did 
their  duty  honestly  and  conscientiously ;  and  I 
believe  some  are  able  men,  though  I  am  not 
going  to  individualise  them.  But  the  same 
reasons  for  a  change  that  existed  in  1887 
exist  now,  and  have  caused  the  Government 
to  introduce  this  Bill  to  restore  possession  of 
the  property  of  the  railways  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  to  the  same  extent  as  before  the 
change  was  made  in  1887.  Sir,  there  is  only 
one  feature  in  this  Bill  which  calls  for  re- 
mark. Under  the  Bill  of  1887  there  was  no 
Board  of  Appeal,  but  under  this  Act  it  is  pro- 
posed to  create  a  Board  of  Appeal,  the  Board 
to  consist  of  a  District  Judge,  a  representative 
of  the  railway  employes,  and  a  representative  of 
the  officers  of  the  Railway  Department.  That 
Board  of  Appeal  will  have  authority  to  regu- 
late every  matter  about  which  dispute  may 
come,  and  which  is  brought  under  the  notice 
of  that  body.  There  are  other  small  provisions 
in  the  Bill  which  arc  of  a  mechanical  or  tech- 
nicsJ  character,  and  do  not  require  any  com- 
ment at  the  present  time,  as  they  can  more 
properly  be  dealt  with  in  Committee.  Honour- 
able members  will  also  notice  that  on  the 
Supplementary  Order  Paper  I  have  given 
notice  of  several  amendments  which,  I  think, 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  Bill.  These  also  are 
matters  which  can  be  considered  in  Committee. 
Sir,  it  is  the  fashion,  I  believe,  in  many  places 
to  allege  that  this  Council  is  not  in  touch  with 
public  opinion,  and  that  this  Council  resists 
public  opinion.  I  have  never  been  a  party  to 
holding  that  view,  but  I  say  that  this  Council 
has  resisted  what  has  been  alleged  to  be  public 
opinion  until  it  has  ascertained  wliat  was  public 
opinion,  and,  having  ascertained  that,  it  has 
fallen  in  with  it,  and  carried  out  the  voice  of 
the  people  as  honestly  and  as  earnestly  as  any 
other  body.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  more  to 
say  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
It  is  practically  a  restoration  of  property,  valued 
at  over  fifteen  millions,  handed  over  to  a  non- 
political  Board,  as  it  was  called  at  the  time:  it 
u  now  to  be  revested  in  Her  Hajesty  the  Queen, 
I  move.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  second 
Hme. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— This 
Bill  is  very  different  from  the  one  which  was 
sent  up  here  last  year.  The  Bill  last  year  was 
similar  to  the  one  which  was  introduced  in 
another  place  this  year,  and  it  practically  gave 
Hon.  Sir  P.  A,  Buckley 


control  of  the  railways    to    the    Government 
without    throwing  upon  the  Government  re- 
sponsibility in  oonneotion  with  their  manage- 
ment.   This  Bill  logically  carries  out  what  I 
know  some  people  are  in  favour  of — that  is, 
that    the    railways    should    be    under    direct 
State  control.     Now,  I  think  that  this  Gonn- 
cil  acted  wisely  last  year  in  treating  the  Bill 
which  was  brought  up  then  as  it  did  ;   bat  I 
also  think  the  time  has  now  arrived — that  u 
to  say,  there  has  been  a  sufficient  expreBsicM 
of  public  opinion — to  justify  the  chango  which 
is  now  proposed.     I  personally  do  not  agree 
with  that  change.    I  think  it  is  a  Tetrogiada 
step  ;  that  the  colony  will  come  to  repent  of  it 
yet ;  and  that,  instead  of  its  being  in  any  way 
an  improvement,  it  is  a  decided  disadvantage. 
Now,    the    Attorney-General   has  referred    to 
what  took  place  in  Victoria  and  New  Sooth 
Wales.    If  honourable  gentlemen   will    study 
the  Acts  nnder  which  these  Railway  Commia- 
sioners  existed  there,  they  will  find  that  they 
were  very  different  from  those  which  governed 
the   Railway    Commissioners    in   this    colony. 
The  Railway  Commissioners  in  this  ooantry 
were  placed  in  office  not  for  the  purpose  <» 
constructing  lines  or  recommending  their  coo- 
struotion  in  any  way — that  is  to  say,  it  waa 
not  part  of  their  duty ;  but  they  were  put  in 
control  as  experts,  and  as  men  above  political 
and  other  influences,  to  carry  on  these  r&ilways 
in  what  may  be  termed  a  businesslike  manner. 
Now,  I  venture  to  say  they  have  been    emi- 
nently  successful   in   that.      There  has  been 
a  very  large  amount  of  traffic  conducted,  and 
there   has    been,    practically,   immunity  from 
acciJent.     The  department,  I  think,  has   been 
well  officered,  discipline  has  been  maintained, 
and  I  think  the  whole  colony  ought  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  way  in  which  the  railways 
have  been  managed  during  the  last  five  yean. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  so-called  cry 
for  a  change  in  the  management  is  confined 
to  very  few.     I  say,  relatively,  to  few:    at  all 
events,  they  do  not  represent  those  who   are 
immediately   connected  by  business   relation* 
with  the  Railway  Commissioners,  becanse  the 
business-men  and  the  settlers  who  have  dealings 
with  the  Railway  Commissioners,  taking  them 
as  a  body,  I  believe,  have  approved   of   the 
present    management.      It    is    perfectly    true 
that  complaints  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  farmers  that  they  could  not  get 
their    grain   carried    at    such    rates    as    they 
thought  it  should  be  carried  at,  and  there  have 
been  other  complaints  made;  but  there  is  no 
public  department  against  which  grievances 
will  not  be  raised,  and  respecting  which  griev- 
ances may  not  be  supposed  to  exist.    I  main- 
tain   that    the    three    late    Commissioners— 
namely,    Messrs.    McKerrow,    Maxwell,    and 
Hannay— were  eminently  successful  in  carry- 
ing on  this  business  in  a  satisfactory,  suocesa- 
ful,  and  enterprising  manner.    And  I  maintain 
that  the  change  now  proposed  is  one  which  is  a 
retrograde  movement,   one  which  is  brought 
forward    merely    to    give    expression     to    the 
clamour  of  a  section  of  the  community,  and 
not  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  colony.      I 
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need  not  take  np  tbo  time  of  the  Council 
farther  on  that  question.  There  are  several 
amendments  which  I  think  are  necessary,  and 
I  see  the  honoorable  gentleman  has  given 
notice  of  certain  amendments  ;  but  whilst  this 
Bill  vests  all  the  property  in  Her  Majesty  the 
Qocen — that  is  to  say,  removes  it  from  the  Bail- 
way  Commi<;sioners — I  think  there  ought  to  be 
more  distinct  provisions  making  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  liable  for  all  rights  of  action  which 
DOW  exist  against  the  Railway  Commissioners. 
The  Bill  is  rather  peculiar,  as  it  states  that  all 
rights,  powers,  duties,  et  cetera,  are  to  be  re- 
Tested  in  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  as  against 
the  Kailway  Commissioners ;  but  with  regard 
to  the  rights  of  workmen  who  may  be  injured, 
and  the  rights  of  persons  who  may  have  claims 
against  the  Railway  Commissioners,  it  does 
not  seem  to  efiect  a  transfer  of  what  I  might 
call  actions  in  tort  or  wrong  done  against  the 
Railway  Commissioners.  The  liability  is  not 
transferred  to  Her  Majesty,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
will  see  that  in  order  to  do  justice  it  will  be 
nece&>iiry  to  make  that  provision. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Look  at 
sabscction  (12)  of  clause  4.    ■ 

The  Hon.  \V.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  have 
looker!  at  it,  and  it  states  as  follows : — 

"All  rights,  powers,  duties,  and  obligations 
DOW  by  law  conferred  and  imposed  upon  the 
Railway  Commissioners  are  hereby  transferred 
to  Her  Majesty ;  and  all  references  to  the  Bail- 
way  Commissioners  in  any  statute  or  I'e^nia- 
tion  thereunder,  or  in  any  Order  in  Council, 
Proclamation,  or  other  similar  instrument,  shall 
be  construed  tis  references  to  Her  Majesty." 

It  appears  very  much  as  though  the  ex- 
isting obligations  of  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  accidents — that  is,  injury 
to  goods  or  harm  done  to  passengers  —  will 
not  be  transferred.  I  think  the  Bill  should 
provide  something  to  this  effect :  that  all  rights 
and  claims  which  might  exist  against  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  may  be  enforced  as  against 
Her  ^lajesty.  Although  I  do  not  approve  of  it, 
I  shall  not  oppose  the  Bill,  simply  because  I 
think  the  matter  has  been  fairly  ventilated, 
and  the  party  in  power  are  giving  expression  to 
the  opinion  of  those  who  sent  them  there.  I 
think,  however,  the  measure  is  one  which  may 
be  very  dearly  bought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  told  us 
that  the  management  under  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners has  been  eminently  successful.  Of 
conriie,  that  is  a  debatable  point,  and  it  is  one 
which  I  am  not  going  to  deal  with.  But  I 
might  remark  that  the  prosperity  of  our  railways 
depends  not  only  on  their  successful  manage- 
ment, bat  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  prcsperity 
of  the  colony  as  a  whole.  In  dealing  with  a 
question  like  this  we  have  to  look  at  it  in  that 
ught.  The  Commissioners  may  have  been  emi- 
nently successful,  or  they  may  have  been  the 
revene ;  but  the  prosperity  of  our  railways  in 
itcelf  would  be  no  sufficient  argument  for  or 
aftainEt  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  or 
a  reason  for  the  control  of  the  railways  revert- 


ing to  the  Government.  Sir,  I  support  the  Bill, 
and  I  am  in  favour  of  it  for  the  reason  that  it 
proposes  to  put  right  a  wrong  that  was  perpe- 
trated in  1887,  because  I  think  that  such  an 
institution  as  our  railways  should  never  have 
been  put  beyond  Government  control  and  placed 
in  the  hands  or  under  the  control  of  irrespon- 
Bible  persons.  Wo  have  been  told  that  one  of 
the  objects  in  so  placing  the  railways  in  the 
hands  of  these  people  was  to  obviate  the  occur- 
rence of  political  influence  in  respect  of  ap- 
pointments. Now,  if  that  is  so,  I  think  it  is 
more  desirable  that  the  Oovemment  of  the 
colony  should  have  the  power  of  making  ap- 
pointments to  the  service  than  that  three  irre- 
sponsible persons  should  have  a  like  power. 
There  is  often  a  cry  about  political  influence, 
and  we  hear  occasionally  about  "  the  right 
colour"  when  appointments  are  mode  by  the 
Government ;  but,  taking  all  that  into  con- 
sideration, I  say  it  is  better  that  people  holding 
responsible  positions  like  the  Ministry  should 
have  the  power  of  making  these  appointments 
rather  than  persons  who  have  no  responsibility 
other  than  that  which  appertains  to  their 
office :  the  one  might  lead  to  political  patron- 
age, but  the  other  might  lead  to  nepotism. 
If  there  is  anything  at  all  in  the  argument 
that  it  is  desirable  that  the  railways  should 
be  continually  under  this  independent  control, 
I  say  all  our  Government  institutions  should 
be  conducted  on  a  similar  basis.  Wo  should 
have  Commissioners  to  run  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  and  Commissioners  to 
run  the  Government  Insurance — we  had  them 
at  one  time  and  they  proved  a  failure ;  and 
we  should  also  have  Commissioners  to  run  the 
Public  Trust  Office :  but  wo  have  found  from 
experience  that  the  Government  is  quite 
capable  of  conducting  its  own  enterprises  with- 
out taking  advantage  of  the  services  of  persons 
quite  outside,  and  who  are  irresponsible.  Now 
I  come  to  this :  What  are  the  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways as  an  institution?  If  any  one  has  seen 
the  large  railway  institutions  of  other  colonies 
or  countries,  the  fact  that  strikes  him  is  that 
our  railway  system  in  New  Zealand  is  a  mere 
onc-horso  show,  and  no  more  to  be  compared 
with  the  railway  systems  of  other  countries 
than  a  wheelbarrow  is  to  be  compared  with  a 
cooch-and-four.  As  it  is,  if  a  man  happens  to 
miss  a  train  he  feels  himself  growing  old  while 
he  waits  for  the  next  one.  Yet,  in  order  to  run 
this  ono'horso  show  and  to  carry  on  this  enter- 
prise we  have  had  three  men  doing  the  work  of 
one.  Let  us  look  at  the  matter  from  a  practi- 
cal point  of  view,  and  from,  the  point  of  view 
from  which  any  businessman  would  conduct 
an  enterprise.  Would  any  man  couducting 
such  an  enterprise  employ  three  men  to  do  . 
one  man's  work?  Sir,  that  is  exactly  the 
position  in  which  the  railway  service  of  this 
colony  has  stood  since  1887 :  so  I  welcome  the 
return  to  Government  control,  because  I  think 
it  is  passible  for  the  Government  to  appoint  an 
Under-Secretary  or  a  General  Manager,  or  some 
officer  of  that  sort,  who  will  run  the  railways 
just  as  economically,  and  probably  more  so, 
and    quite  as   much  to  the  advantage  of   the 
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country,  as  the  three  Commissioners  who  have 
been  running  them  during  the  past  six  or  seven 
years.  In  looking  over  the  Bill,  there  is  one 
provision  which  I  confess  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand. That  is  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Board  of  Appeal.  This  Boanl  is  not  a 
Board  of  final  appeal,  because  it  is  provided 
that,  though  the  Boajrd  of  Appeal  may  give  a 
decision,  it  must  be  afterwards  ratified  by  the 
Minister.  In  the  question  of  imposing  fines 
the  Board  has  no  jurisdiction.  The  appeal  is 
left  to  the  Minister,  and  I  cannot  understand 
why  that  should  be  so.  I  think  a  Board  so 
constituted  should  give  satisfaction  to  every- 
body concerned. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Look  at  the 
amendment  on  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG. — I  confess  I  have  not 
read  that  amendment ;  I  am  going  by  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLE  Y.— That  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  proposed  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIQG.— Then,  again,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  Board  shall  have  power  to  de- 
cide any  questions  brought  before  it  other  than 
appeals  against  fines.  But  it  is  a  very  short 
tune  since  we  passed  the  Industrial  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill,  which  is  now  a  law, 
and,  that  being  so,  I  think  it  is  desirable  that 
the  questions  on  which  the  Board  shall  decide 
and  determine  should  be  set  forth  in  this  Bill ; 
otherwise  I  think  there  is  likely  to  be  a  col- 
lision between  the  Board  so  set  up  or  the 
Minister  and  the  Court  of  Arbitration  set  up 
under  the  Act  I  have  referred  to,  passed  re- 
cently. Under  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act  the  railway  servants  have  the 
power,  if  they  think  fit,  to  bring  any  grievances 
they  have  before  the  Court  of  Arbitration,  and 
the  decision  of  that  Court  is  to  be  final.  Yet, 
supposing  that  a  decision  of  the  Board  of  Ap- 
peal under  this  Bill  is  also  to  be  final,  it  is 
bard  to  say  in  what  position  we  should  really 
stand.  There,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  element  of 
weakness.  But  these  are  mcktters,  of  course, 
which  can  be  set  right  in  Committee,  and  I 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  approval  of 
and  of  supporting  entirely  the  principle  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  of  course  I  am 
very  well  aware  of  the  political  exigencies  of 
this  case.  We  are  all  well  aware  of  the  habitual 
ingratitude  of  all  democracies,  and  we  have  had 
abundant  experience  in  this  colony  of  the  injus- 
tice with  which  some  of  our  best  public  servants 
have  often  been  treated.  Recognising  all  that, 
I  do  not  exhaust  myself  in  surprise  at  what 
some  honourable  members  have  said  in  rela- 
tion to  this  measure;  but  I  think  we  should 
do  better  to  remember  the  old  proverb,  "  It  is 
well  to  be  off  with  the  old  love  before  you  are 
on  with  the  new,"  and  do  justice  to  the  ser- 
vants we  have  had  before  proceeding  to  con- 
sider the  kind  of  service  that  is  to  await  us 
under  this  measure  in  the  future.  It  is  with  a 
desire  to  contribute  a  quota  to  that  view  of  the 
subject— one  which,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  Council — that  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  occasion.  My 
honourable  friend  Sir  Patrick  Buckley,  in  in- 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg 


troducing  the  Bill,  exhibited  his  asoal  skill. 
It  is  a  very  marked  skill,  for  he  touched  the 
several  subjects  lightly,  suggested  a  good  deal, 
and  committed  himself  to  very  litUe.  Bat, 
Sir,  I  appeal  from  Sir  Patrick  Buckley,  the  ad- 
vocate of  this  measure,  to  Sir  Patrick  Buckley, 
the  just  man,  whose  mental  equipoise  is,  I 
think,  undisturbed  by  party  bias.  I  aek  him 
now  if  Mr.'J.  P.  Maxwell  was  not  an  inv&laable 
public  servant. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  always 
said  he  was. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  am  glad  of  the 
admission.  A  comparison  was  established  be- 
tween our  Railway  Commissioners  and  those 
of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales.  Sir,  the 
Commissioners  appointed  in  Victoria  began  by 
demanding  nearly  a  million  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  the  railways  in  an  efficient 
condition,  and  the  Railway  Commissioueis  in 
New  Zealand  from  the  first  moment  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  getting  a  few  thousands  of 
pounds. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— They  wanted  £44,O00. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— But  they  did  not 
get  even  £44,000,  and  I  wish  to  do  justice  in 
this  matter ;  and  I  want  my  honourable  friend 
to  understand  that'I  am  not  a  partisaji.  I  say 
we  should  not  expect  more  from  our  institu- 
tions than  we  are  likely  to  get  out  of  them; 
but  we  ought  to  bo  fair  to  our  public  8er7ants. 
As  to  the  comparison,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  Victorian  lines  were  run  in  a 
most  extravagant  manner,  and  yet,  in  many 
instances,  the  service  was  not  as  good  as  ooz 
own.  Taking  New  South  Wales,  the  system 
introduced  into  the  management  of  the  rafl- 
ways  there  was  one  of  conducting  them  re- 
gardless of  expense ;  and  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  was  that 
they  had  nothing  else  to  do  than  to  esta- 
blish a  splendid  service,  and  it  would  attract 
traffic.  What  was  the  case  with  our  Com- 
missioners ?  They  were  left  without  means, 
and  face  to  face  with  the  problem  of  an  ex- 
tremely unpopular  service,  which  had  been 
conducted  on  political,  commercial,  and,  I 
might  add,  romantic  principles.  With  a  hos- 
tile country,  narrow  means,  and  a  rikthez 
feeble  support  from  the  Government,  they  set 
to  work  to  effect  reforms ;  and  what  was  the 
result?  They  increased  the  efficiency  of  the 
service,  they  increased  the  returns,  and  they 
put  the  whole  system,  in  the  teeth 'of  a  great 
many  difficulties,  on  a  business  footing,  ^ow. 
Sir  Patrick  Buckley  says  that  the  original  Act 
was  introduced  owing  to  the  unpopularity  of 
the  service  prior  to  the  passage  of  that  mea- 
sure in  1887,  and  the  inference  clearly  was  that 
that  unpopularity  attached  to  the  General 
Manager,  Mr.  Maxwell. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— He  was  put 
there  by  the  Ministry  who  introduced  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  my  case.  I  want  to  show  that  we 
should  be  just;  and  it  is  absolutely  true  that 
it  was  the  intense  unpopularity  of  lii.  Max^vell 
with  a  large  majority  that  led  to  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  appointing   Commissioners.       We 
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euinot  donbt  that.  And  what  did  the  Go- 
Teinment  do?  Thej  retained  him.  And  why  ? 
Becanse  they  conid  not  get  any  other  compe- 
tent num.  I  know  absolutely  that  they  could 
sot  get  any  other  competent  man.  I  do  not 
want  to  say  they  could  not  get  any  man,  but 
they  tried  in  England,  in  Victoria,  and  in 
America.  The  colony  was  not  prepared  to 
pay  what  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  an  ex- 
pert of  equal  merit.  Why  did  not  the  Go- 
Tcmment,  seeing  that  Mr.  Maxwell  was  in  its 
service,  and  was  admittedly  a  fiist-rate  man, 
tiiidei  these  circumstances  make  him  Chief 
Commissioner  ?  They  hampered  the  unfortu- 
nate man  with  a  surveyor — an  honest,  trust- 
worthy, hardy  Scot,  but  one  who  knew  as  much 
tlxrat  railways  as  I  do,  and  that  is  mighty 
little.  They  hampered  Mr.  Maxwell  with  a 
caations  and  carefully-trained  official  who  had 
worked  in  harness  successfully  under  the  in- 
niiiation  and  control  of  various  Ministers  of 
Lands — they  put  him  in  as  Chief  Commis- 
siimer  to  manage  the  railways.  Was  that 
giving  Mr.  Maxwell  justioe  ? 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— That  is  my  case, 
as  br  as  the  Railway  Commissioners  are 
coneeraed.  Now,  what  does  all  this  show? 
Bimply  that  ifr.  Maxwell  has  been  a  wonder- 
ful public  servant,  for,  although  hampered 
on  every  side,  he  has  effected  administrative 
wonders ;  and  we  ought  to  be  grateful  to  him. 
As  for  the  dissatisfaction  in  the  service  itself, 
let  ns  see  what  that  dissatisfaction  amounts 
to,  and  how  it  arose.  The  railway  hands 
on  the  various  railway-lines  were  absolutely 
taught  that  no  man  should  have  a  salary  of 
more  than  £500  a  year,  and  that  the  higher 
Injiches  of  the  service  were  constantly  being 
fostered  to  the  neglect  of  the  others.  I  know 
the  case  of  an  official  who  was  chief  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  locomotives  in  this  colony. 
His  salary  was  a  very  small  one,  not  more 
than  £800  a  year,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was  so 
much.  I  ask  anybody  to  consider  the  enormous 
amount  of  wealth  that  was  at  the  disposal  of 
that  man's  judgment  and  wisdom.^to  consider 
what  economic  results  depended  on  his  fitness 
—a  man  who,  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  having  such  a  valuable  plant  under  his 
tapetintendencQ,  would  have  been  getting  a 
veiy  handsome  salary  indeed.  The  truth  is, 
there  are  certain  classes  of  servants  whom  you 
must  pay  well  if  you  want  economical  adminis- 
tration; and  the  men  working  our  lines  must 
be  tanght  that  you  cannot  equalise  salaries, 
but  that  they  must,  by  merit  and  intelligence, 
make  themselves  worthy  of  the  higher  posi- 
tions. I  have  as  much  sympathy  with  these 
men  as  anybody  in  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
believe  there  was  any  great  discontent  among 
the  great  mass  of  these  men,  but  what  there 
was  I  believe  was  fostered  by  misrepresenta- 
tions. However,  I  would  say  one  word  more 
in  relation  to  this  matter  of  Mr.  Maxwell.  No 
Patiiament  can  administer  a  railway  system ; 
and  it  will  be  found  by  experience,  as  it  has 
always  been  found,  that  you  must  have  an  em- 
pire complete  in  itself.     You  cannot  be  for 


ever  changing  the  machinery ;  otherwise  failure 
will  result.  My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Rigg 
said  that  the  appointment  of  these  Railway 
Commissioners  had  led  to  the  practice  of  ne- 
potism. I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  if  these  Railway  Commissioners 
ever  appointed  any  of  their  relatives  to  offices 
in  the  service.    Can  he  tell  me  that  is  so  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— I  might  explain  that 
I  said  no  such  thing. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— You  used  the  word 
"  nepotism." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— I  said  that  the  control 
of  our  lines  being  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible 
persons  might  lead  to  nepotism,  and  I  thought 
that  was  just  as  bad  as  what  is  termed  political 
patronage. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  understood  that 
you  alluded  to  nepotism  in  coimection  with  the 
Commissioners. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— No. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— It  appeared  to  me  to 
be  so  said  in  regard  to  appointments  in  the  ser- 
vice. But  I  say  there  has  been  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  that  complaint  is  absolutely  baseless, 
OS  are  other  complaints  made  against  these  Rail- 
way Commissioners.  These  men  rendered  in- 
valuable assistance  to  the  colony  at  a  moment 
of  great  public  difficulty,  and  we  shaJl  be  for- 
tunate indeed  if  the  colony  ever  again  gets 
officers  like  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  referred 
to  Mr.  Maxwell ;  but  on  looking  over  the  Bill  I 
find  that  the  two  late  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
Hannay  and  Maxwell,  seem  to  have  been  care- 
fully excluded  from  the  benefits  which  it 
appears  will  be  given  to  the  present  holders  of 
the  office  of  Railway  Commissioners.  In  sub- 
section (5),  clause  4,  it  is  stated, — 

"The  two  preceding  subsections  shall  also 
apply,  mutatii  mutandis,  to  the  persons  holding 
the  office  of  Commissioners  at  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act  who  were  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice of  the  colony  at  the  commencement  of 
'  The  Government  Railways  Act,  1887.' " 

That  appears  to  carefully  exclude  the  pre- 
vious Commissioners,  Messrs.  Hannay  and 
Maxwell. 

Tho  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  -No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  understand 
it  does,  and  I  cannot  read  it  otherwise  ;  but  if 
it  is  not  the  intention  it  ought  to  he  made  clear, 
as  this  clause  seems  to  exclude  the  former 
Commissioners  while  it  includes  the  present 
ones.  Of  course,  the  effect  is  that,  whereas 
Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Hannay  were  paid  Civil 
servants  at  the  time  they  were  appointed  Com- 
missioners, by  this  clause  they  are  excluded 
from  the  benefits  which  might  have  accrued 
to  them  as  Civil  servants  had  they  remained 
a  certain  time  in  the  service  of  the  colony,  for 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  retiring- 
allowance  based  upon  their  length  of  servioe, 
I  think  the  compensation  is  a  month  for  every 
year's  service.  According  to  this  Bill  they  are 
absolutely  excluded,  as  I  read  the  Act,  from 
any  benefits.  But  if  the  Colonial  Secretary 
assures  me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  tha 
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Government  to  conaider  the  claims  of  those 
gentlemen  I  have  nothing  moie  to  say  on  that 
point.  Of  couise  it  can  be  easily  amended  in 
Committee.  I  will  only  say  that  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  colony  has  every  reason  to  be 
grateful  to  those  gentlemen  for  the  very  effi- 
cient way  in  which  they  managed  the  railways 
for  years  past.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  gather, 
I  believe  that  the  colony  as  a  whole  is  not  in 
favour  of  the  change  proposed,  and  that,  so  far 
as  the  users  of  the  railway  are  concerned,  they 
would  very  much  prefer  having  the  services  of 
the  Commissioners,  I  refer  to  the  late  Com- 
missioners, as  I  know  nothing  about  the  pre- 
sent Commissioners.  The  late  Commissioners 
unquestionably  did  their  work  well  in  every 
way,  and  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  colony, 
and,  that  being  the  case,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  there  is  anything  like  the  general 
desire  alleged  to  prevail  for  the  change  of 
policy  that  is  here  indicated.  As  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace  said,  of  course  there  are  always  a 
certain  section  of  the  community  who  are 
anxious  for  change,  and  they  will  certainly 
clamour  for  it  until  they  get  it.  But,  as  far 
as  I  am  myself  competent  to  judge,  the  people 
who  use  the  railways  are  not  at  all  anxious 
for  this  change,  and  certainly  there  has  not 
been  any  general  clamour  for  it.  Tatke  the 
different  Chambers  of  Commerce  all  over  the 
country,  and  you  will  find  that,  without  any 
exception,  they  are  strongly  opposed  to  any 
change  being  made  in  the  system  of  em- 
ploying CommiBsioners  to  manage  our  rail- 
ways. The  Canterbury  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, at  a  meeting  on  the  8th  instant, 
passed  the  following  resolution :  "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Chamber,  the  interests  of  this 
colony  will  best  be  served  by  a  continuance  of 
the  present  system  of  management  by  Com- 
missioners free  from  political  control."  That 
resolution  was  passed  after  a  full  discussion 
on  the  BiU  as  it  originally  came  before  the 
House.  They  examined  it  and  discussed  the 
question  from  a  more  difficult  point  of  view 
than  if  tbey  had  been  discussing  it  now,  be- 
cause one  of  their  main  objections  was  that 
the  Bill  as  originally  brought  down  proposed 
a  sort  of  double  control.  The  Bill,  however, 
now  before  the  Council  is  less  injurious  in 
that  respect,  as  it  proposes  to  do  away  with 
the  Commissioners  entirely.  I  myself  would 
rather  have  had  the  Commissioners  as  we  are 
accustomed    to   see   them   and    the   railways 

S laced  entirely  beyond  political  control  than 
ave  had  our  railway  system  made  a  political 
system  under  political  control.  The  result,  we 
shall  probably  find,  will  be  mischievous,  and 
if  we  decide  to  try  the  experiment  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  it.  There  can 
be  very  little  doubt  about  that ;  but  I  should 
very  much  prefer  returning  to  the  system  of  di- 
rect Government  control,  rather  than  to  revert 
to  the  half-and-half  system  originally  proposed. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  alterations  have 
been  made  in  another  place  which  have  given 
birth  to  the  present  Bill.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment against  placing  the  railways  under  the 
control  of  an  independent  Boadxl, — that  if 
Bon.  Mr.  Pharasyn 


that  system  is  good  in  the  case  of  railways 
it  ought  to  be  applied  in  all  other  depart- 
ments,— that  by  no  means  follows,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  many  of  the  deportments 
are  simply  of  a  mechanical  kind,  and  go  on 
in  a  regular  routine,  such  as  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  and  they  are  perfectly 
easily  managed  by  the  ordinary  political  be&d ; 
while  railway  majiagement  does  unquestion- 
ably require  the  services  of  experts — that  is,  of 
people  who  have  to  regard  the  whole  question 
not  only  from  a  mechanical  and  technical 
point  of  view,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
general  business.  It  appears  to  me  there 
must  necessarily  arise  a  very  great  evil  in  the 
management  of  our  railways  when  that  msboage- 
ment  is  constantly  subject  to  political  preBscie 
— the  pressure  of  constituents  who  want  grain 
rates  lowered  in  one  place,  and  who  tvant 
'rates  on  something  else  lowered  in  another, 
and  who  desire  all  sorts  of  changes  in  the  time- 
table, and  everything  else,  which,  no  doubt, 
locally,  may  be  very  convenient,  but  which,  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  railways  as  a 
whole,  must  prevent  their  being  really  as  useful 
to  the  country  as  they  would  he  when  con- 
ducted on  different  lines.  I  do  not  see  how  it 
is  possible  that  railway  management  under 
political  control  can  escape  this  political 
pressure.  It  is  inevitable.  We  have  already 
had  the  experience,  and  that  experience  has 
shown  it  was  .necessary  to  make  the  change 
which  we  made  in  1887.  I  remember  being 
quite  convinced  at  that  time  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  experiment  would  entirely  depend 
upon  the  persons  appointed  to  conduct  the 
railw9,ys.  All  I  can  say  now  is  that  the  ex- 
periment has  been  eminently  successful.  The 
railways  have  been  conducted  in  a  vexy  effi- 
cient manner,  as  regards  both  the  convenience 
and  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  they  b&ve 
steadily  increased  in  their  net  proceeds,  so  that 
last  year  we  find  they  were  paying  something 
more  than  3  per  cent.,  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  would  not  continue  to 
pay  reasonable  interest,  of  course  subject,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  properly  observed, 
to  the  general  condition  of  the  country.  Of 
course  every  one  will  admit  that  this  coiidition 
would  have  a  very  large  effect  upon  the  success 
of  our  railways — certainly  so  far  as  their  pay- 
ing is  concerned.  Well,  I  can  only  regret  &at, 
having  tried  this  experiment,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  said,  and  having  found  it  success- 
ful, we  should  now  think  it  necessaxy  to  try 
another  experiment — the  experiment  of  revert- 
ing to  the  old  system.  I  am  not  at  the  present 
moment  prepared  to  oppose  trying  this  experi- 
ment. I  think  that,  under  the  political  condi- 
tions of  the  country,  it  is  on  experiment  which 
has  become  inevitable.  I  only  hope  that  the 
details  of  the  Bill  may  be  altered  in  the  direc- 
tion I  have  pointed  out,  so  as  to  do  no  injustice 
to  the  gentlemen  who  have  given  such  valuable 
services  to  the  country,  and  who  certainly  de- 
serve to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  considera- 
tion by  the  Government  and  the  people. 

The  Hon.   Mr.    JENNINGS.  — Sir,   several 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this 
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snbjeet  have  entered  into  a  defence  of  the  Bail- 
way  Commissioners.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
aay  one  'word  against  the  past  Commissioners, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent.  I  think  the  Bill  is 
one  whioh  deals  with  a  wider  question — that  is, 
whether  the  railways  shall  be  under  political 
oontiol  or  not.  Personally,  I  am  strongly  in 
faTOOT  of  their  being  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  there  are  very  few  reasons,  I 
think,  that  could  be  given  why  they  should 
not  be  nndez  that  control.  The  Hon.  Dr. 
Grace,  in  referring  to  the  Bill,  stated  that  no 
Padiament  could  regulate  railway  manage- 
ment. Well,  there  is  a  work  with  regard  to 
Qennany  and  its  State  railways,  and  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  answers  his  |)articnlar  objection  very  well. 
Herr  Maybach,  m  speaking  m  the  Reichstag, 
in  1888,  of  the  control  of  the  railways  in  Ger- 
many, said, — 

"  This  year  we  have  made  a  surplus  of  fifty- 
one  million  [marks]  beyond  the  amortisation 
of  thiee-qnacters  per  cent. ;  and  next  year  we 
expect  *  surplus  of  forty-nine  millions,  whioh 
oan  be  applied  to  other  State  purposes.  Last 
year  we  were  able  to  make  a  surplus  which 
exceeded  by  twenty-nine  million  marks  the 
entile  interest  on  the  national  debt  [of  Prussia] , 
and  wa  hope  next  year  to  make  a  larger  sur- 
pios  stiU  when  we  have  built  several  small 
unes  in  order  to  complete  the  railway  network. 
Thic  year  we  have  laid  aside  784,500  marks  for 
the  improvement  of  the  salaries  of  the  officials 
tt  invate  lines  taken  over  by  us — a  total  of 
9,700,000  marks  applied  to  this  purpose.  More- 
over, we  have  made  considerable  iinanoial 
sacrifices  in  order  to  give  railway  employes 
lest  on  Sunday.  Go  through  the  country,  and 
ask  the  people  whether  or  not  the  nationalisa- 
tion of  the  railways  has  benefited  them.  You 
wiU  hear  from  the  overwhelming  majority  a 
lood  '  Yes.'  (Loud  applause  from  the  Conser- 
vatives.) When,  after  a  few  years,  we  have 
ecmpletely  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  trans- 
ition we  shall  be  able  to  tell  what  the  State 
railway  administration  can  do.  I  am  not 
altogether  dissatisfied  with  what  it  has  done 
■Ireidy.  but  I  think  it  will  do  better  still." 

I  eonld  also  quote  instances  of  the  very  suc- 
eeasfol  woj^ing  of  the  railways  in  Belgium, 
which  have  been  under  State  control  for  many 
years.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  also  stated  that 
the  Bailway  Commissioners  here  hod  had 
very  little  money  to  work  upon.  Well,  if  he 
will  hunt  np  the  Public  Works  Statement  of 
last  jear  he  will  find  that  the  Railway  Com- 
missuMiers  demanded,  in  effect,  no  less  a  sum 
than  £714,914.  I  think  every  one  will  admit 
that  this  is  a  fair  amount  in  a  small  colony  like 
this  for  three  irresponsible  gentlemen  to  have 
the  handling  of.  But  the  main  point  in  it  is 
this :  that  the  other  place  could  not  got  any 
infonnation  whatever  about  the  expenditure  of 
that  money.  Therefore  I  think  that  is  really 
a  very  strong  ground  indeed  for  the  people's 
gepcesentatives  requiring  and  demanding  a 
change,  so  far  as  railway  management  is  con- 
eeoied.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  whether  the 
nOwaya  shall  be  under  politioal  control  or  no 


control  at  all,  for  that  is  what  it  amounted  to, 
so  far  as  the  Commissioners  were  concerned, 
during  the  last  five  years.  There  are  several 
other  points,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council.  I  might  refer  to  the 
many  requisitions  and  demands  that  have  been 
made  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  past.  I  will, 
however,  only  refer  to  one  instance,  and  that 
is  a  small  one.  A  number  of  people  who  reside 
at  Avonside  and  Helensville  wanted  the  trains 
altered  to  suit  the  requirements  of  settlers  and 
working-men  living  in  those  plEuses,  but  the  Com- 
missioners resolutely  set  their  faces  against  it, 
and  would  not  alter  the  trains  to  suit  the  great 
majority  of  the  people.  This  is  only  one  in- 
stance out  of  a  great  multiplicity  that  have  oc- 
curred  all  over  the  colony  of  a  similar  character. 
I  believe  if  the  railways  were  under  Govern- 
ment control  these  little  irritations  that  have 
existed  in  the  past  would  be  done  away  with. 
The  railways  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  run 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  great 
revenue  out  of  them.  I  think  there  is  a  greater 
object  in  the  railways  than  that.  The  object 
should  be  to  open  up  the  country,  and  to  suit 
the  requirements  of  the  people,  and  I  think  by 
having  these  railways  under  Government  con- 
trol we  shall  obtain  that  end.  I  should  also,  if 
I  could  in  any  way,  further  a  scheme  that  has 
been  promulgated  by  a  very  well  known  man  in 
Auckland,  and  perhaps  many  honourable  mem. 
hers  have  heard  of  him — that  is,  Mr.  Samuel 
Vaile.  I  should  certainly  bo  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment could,  now  they  are  dealing  with  these 
railways,  see  whether  it  was  not  possible  in 
some  way  to  assist  that  gentleman  in  carrying 
out  the  views  that  he  has  so  persistently  and 
earnestly  advocated  year  after  year.  Many 
great  reforms  and  many  great  projects  of  honest 
people  have  been  laughed  at  and  ridiculed  when 
first  brought  before  the  public.  In  fact,  the 
very  man  who  first  took  the  system  of  railways 
into  serious  consideration —Thomas  Grey,  of 
Nottingham — was  treated  as  a  madman.  Many 
people  laughed  at  him,  as  many  people  laugh 
at  Mr.  Vaile ;  but  I  think  that  a  man  who  has 
shown  so  much  earnestness,  and  who  has  spent 
so  much  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  in  trying 
to  further  his  scheme,  is  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  and  if  they  could 
in  some  manner  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
proving  whether  he  is  right  or  not  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a  very  great  tax  on  the 
colony  if  it  were  tried  on  one  section  of  the 
railways.  If  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  do  that,  a  very  great  object  mi^ht  be 
achieved.  I  have  very  much  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  we.are  going 
to  have  political  management  now.  My  honour- 
able friend  opposite  has  suggested  that  Mr. 
Vaile  should  try  to  get  his  views  carried  out 
now,  for  now  is  the  time  to  have  all  experi- 
ments tried.  There  is  the  great  danger,  I  take 
it,  of  politioal  management — that  we  may  be 
subject  to  every  rash  experiment  that  may  b« 
urged  by  politicians  interested  or  disinterested. 
However,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion ol  Mr.  Vftile's  plans,  except  to  say  that  I 
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thick  the  chief  fallacy  at  'the  bottom  of  his 
suggestions  is  that  he  wants  to  apply  a  system 
which  has  been  tried  with  some  success  in  a 
very  populous  country  to  a  country  that  is  not 
populous.  Kow,  I  must  congratulate  my 
honourable  friends  on  the  Qovernment  benches 
on  having  brought  down  a  policy  Bill  which 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Council.  But  the  rea- 
sons for  which  it  will  be  accepted  are  various, 
and  very  dissimilar  in  character.  In  the  first 
place,  there  are  a  large  number  of  members 
in  this  Council,  as  well  as  in  another  place,  who 
believe  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  the 
railways  out  of  reach  of  political  control.  It 
has  been  found  in  Europe  and  elsewhere  that 
political  control  has  been  most  disastrous  in 
the  management  of  railways.  An  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  quoted  Germany,  but  I 
would  remind  him  that  Germany  is  not  exactly 
a  country  in  which  politicians  of  all  shades 
can  interfere  directly  with  the  management 
of  the  railways. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— But  they  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— No,  Sir,  they  do 
not.  In  France  they  do,  and  it  has  been  found 
exceedingly  difficult  to  manage  the  railways 
economically  in  France  in  consequence  of  this 
interference.  In  France  some  of  the  railways, 
as  honourable  gentlemen  know,  are  in  private 
hands,  and  some  are  in  the  hands  of  the  State, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  interference,  politi- 
cal inteference,  has  led  to  great  corruption  and 
mismanagement. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— What  about 
Belgium  ?    They  have  State  railways  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Yes,  in  Belgium 
the  railways  are  State  railways,  and  they  work 
better  in  Belgium  than  anywhere  else.  It  is 
a  remarkably  small  country,  and  the  manage- 
ment is  a  strictly  business  one — not  political. 
But  the  question  before  us  now  is  this  Bill, 
and  I  say  I  believe  a  great  many  honourable 
members  feel,  like  myself,  that  the  time  has 
come  when  we  must  accept  political  control, 
lest  a  worse  thing  happen  to  us ;  because  we 
have  seen  that  it  is  possible  to  interfere,  as  we 
thought  the  Government  could  not  interfere, 
with  the  control  and  management  of  the  Com- 
missioners. Sir,  a  little  while  ago,  when  we 
had  Commissioners  not  directly  subservient  to 
the  Government,  the  backbone  was  taken  out 
of  the  Conmiission,  deliberately  taken  out  of 
the  Commission,  and  since  that  time  the 
Commissioners  are  simply  the  servants  of  the 
Government  for  the  time  being,  and,  I  am 
afraid,  are  under  other  influences  too.  From 
what  we  have  heard,  the  position  of  employes 
may  be  dependent  on  unacknowledged  and 
iiresponsilile  pressure  from  below.  I  must  say 
that  I  would  myself  a  great  deal  rather  see  the 
railways  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovernment,  who 
are  directly  responsible  to  the  people,  and  who 
can  be  brought  to  book  for  what  they  do,  than 
see  them  in  the  hands  of  a  Commission  which 
is  nominally  responsible,  but  which  is  reaUy 
only  a  cloak  to  conceal  from  the  public  the 
teal  wielder  of  power.  The  Government  have 
destroyed  the  mdependence  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners.  Let  them  openly  take  ovet  the 
Bon.  Mr.  Bowen 


responsibility.  I  should  just  like  to  refer  to 
what  has  been  said  about  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives not  having  been  able  to  get  infoiin&- 
tion  from  the  late  Commissioners.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  informa- 
tion could  not  be  got  in  another  place.  Sir,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  inquires,  he  will  find 
out  the  reason  that  information  coold  not  be 
got  there :  if  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
insisted  upon  getting  information,  they  could 
have  got  it;  it  has  never  been  shown  that  there 
was  any  intention  or  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  to  withhold  it.  There  was  cuae 
expression  used  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  bringing  in  the  Bill  vthich 
I  must  protest  s^ainst,  and  that  is,  that  the 
Bill  has  been  brought  down  owing  to  the 
great  dissatisfaction  in  the  country  vrith  the 
management  of  the  railways  by  the  Coib- 
missioners.  Sir,  the  Bill  was  not  brongfat 
down  at  all  in  its  present  shape.  It  wac 
brought  down  in  a  totally  different  shape,  and 
I  think  honourable  gentlemen  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  was  brought  down  in  oonseqaenoe 
of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
subordinate  the  Commissioners  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  not  blaming  the  Government 
more  than  their  followers  for  their  desire  to 
absorb  power ; — some  people  think  that  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  omnipotent.  It  was  not 
because  of  public  dissatisfaction  that  the  Go- 
vernment dismissed  the  late  Commissioners; 
it  was  not  because  there  was  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  people  who  used  the  railways. 
There  was  singularly  little  dissatisfaction  in 
the  country.  The  system  was  gaining  strength, 
and  only  required  the  loyal  co-operation  of  the 
Government.  This  it  did  not  get,  and  there- 
fore it  did  not  get  a  fair  trial.  The  late  Com- 
missioners had  a  very  difficult  task  to  carry 
out,  and  I  think  they  did  it  remarkably  well 
under  the  circumstances.  They  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  been  a  very  popular  body,  having 
such  duties  to  perform.  I  think  they  did 
their  work  honestly  and  fearlessly,  and  I  only 
hope  it  will  be  done  nearly  as  well  by  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  I  have  my  doubts.  I  also  hope 
that  the  Government,  if  they  find  that  they 
are  not  able  to  conduct  the  railways  as  they 
were  conducted  before  their  interference  last 
year,  will  come  down  here  and  tell  as  so 
honestly,  and  ask  us  to  put  back  the  control 
of  the  railways  into  the  hands  of  a  body 
totally  and  absolutely  independent  of  politietJ 
influence,  or,  at  any  rate,  as  independent  as  it 
is  possible  to  make  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  nxay  say  I 
am  thoroughly  opposed  to  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  Council.  I  believe  the  change  is  one 
which  will  be  very  injurious  to  the  interesta  of 
the  colony.  I  would  far  sooner  that  the  late 
Commissioners  were  there  for  two  or  three 
years  longer,  to  see  whether  they  had  not  the 
confidence  not  only  of  the  Legislature  bnt  d 
the  public.  Hitherto,  I  believe,  they  have  had 
that  confidence.  I  consider  they  have  done  their 
duty,  and  that  the  colony  is  largely  indebted  to 
the  Commissioners  for  the  way  in  whioh  cor 
railways  have  been  managed. 
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An  Hon.  Mevbeb. — The  present  Commis- 
sioners ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— No ;  I  do  not 
know  anything  abont  the  present  Commis- 
sioners. I  am  talking  of  the  late  Commis- 
sioners, and  I  think  that  the  colony  is  highly 
indebted  to  them  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties.  I  hold  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  trill  open  the  door  largely  to  jobbery 
and  corruption.  There  is  no  doubt  there  will 
be  inflaences  brought  to  bear  on  the  Ministry 
cf  the  day,  whoever  that  Ministry  may  be,  by 
members  of  Parliament,  and  the  Ministry  of 
the  day  will  give  way  in  all  probability  in  order 
to  retiun  their  seats,  and  to  secure  the  votes  of 
certain  honourable  members.  The  resalt  must 
be  that  the  colony  will  be  the  sufferer.  I  be- 
lieve, Sir,  that  if  party  government  did  not  exist 
in  this  colony  it  might  then  be  safe  to  leave  the 
railifays  to  the  administration  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  because  the  Government,  in  point  of 
bet,  would  not  be  selected  as  it  is  at  present, 
nnder  party  organization,  but  would  be  selected 
so  K8  to  be  composed  of  all  the  best  and  most 
capable  men  to  carry  oat  the  duties  devolving 
on  our  administrators.  It  has  been  said  in 
KDOtber  place  that  since  the  change  of  Com- 
missioners has  taken  place  there  have  been  a 
number  of  dismissals  and  reductions  in  the 
railvay  service,  and  it  has  been  proved  by  these 
statements  that  these  reductions  and  dismis- 
sals certainly  were  not  carried  out  with  much 
credit  to  the  parties  concerned.  I  am  not 
aware  that  as  yet  these  statements  have  been 
contradicted,  but  I  can  understand  perfectly 
well  that  there  must  be  some  foundation  for 
them,  otherwise  they  would  never  have  been 
made.  The  honourable  gentleman,  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  other  House,  who  made  these 
etatements  I  know  to  be  a  thoroughly  honour- 
able man,  and  he  would  not  have  made  the 
statemente  unless  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
of  their  trutbfnlness.  As  I  said  before,  I  am 
tharoughly  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill, 
bat  I  should  not  feel  justified  under  the  circum- 
stances in  voting  against  its  second  reading. 
Such  being  the  case,  I  shall  not  record  my  vote 
eidier  one  way  or  the  other.  I  shall  show  my 
(^position  by  not  voting  on  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KEBR.— I  am  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  and  will  support  it.  I  cannot  see 
that  we  should  hand  over  the  railways  to 
Commissioners  while  we  maintain  all  other 
services  nnder  political  control.  We  have  not 
suffered  from  having  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  under  political  control,  or  from 
having  the  pnhlio  works  of  the  colony  nnder 
the  same  control;  and  I  cannot  see  for  my 
life  why  taking  the  railways  under  political 
contool  should  have  the  damaging  effect  some 
honourable  members  would  lead  us  to  believe. 
Now,  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  Bill,  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  serviceable.  I  am  rather 
surprised,  after  some  honourable  members 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  discussion  have 
said  all  that  it  was  possible  for  them  to  say 
against  the  Bill,  that  they  wound  up  by  say- 
ing that  they  will  support  it.  One  honour- 
able gentleizun  I  was  very  mueh  soiprised  at, 


because  he  is  an  old  politician,  and  one  who 
generally  speaks  and  votes  consistently.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  regrets  that  the  change 
must  take  place.  He  said  that  the  change 
was  only  wanted  by  a  few  parties,  that  it  was 
a  retrograde  movement,  and  not  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony ;  and  yet  he  concluded  by  say- 
ing he  was  going  to  vote  to  pass  a  measure 
that  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  colony ! 
That  is  something  that  I  cannot  understand. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  spoke  in  a  somewhat 
similar  strain.  He  objects  to  the  political 
control,  and  says  that  it  will  he  mischievous, 
but,  nevertheless,  he  is  not  prepared  to  oppose 
the  Bill.  I  think  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  entertain  those  opinions — that  it  is  mis- 
chievous to  the  country,  and  likely  to  do  the 
country  a  great  amount  of  harm— ought  to  vote 
against  the  Bill.  As  I  said  at  the  commence- 
ment, I  have  not  much  to  urge,  unless  I  go 
over  all  the  different  views  that  have  been 
explained  by  Councillors,  not  only  to-day,  but 
last  session,  and  generally  in  conversation.  It 
is  generally  admitted  that  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  colony  to  have  the  railways 
worked  as  other  departments  are  worked,  under 
the  political  control  of  the  country,  and,  seeing 
that  every  precaution  is  put  in  to  relieve  the 
workmen — such  as  a  Board  of  Appeal — and 
that  their  interests  are  conserved  in  every 
respect,  I  think  it  is  a  piece  of  legislation  in 
the  interests  of  the  general  moss  of  the  people,  - 
and  that  it  will  have  a  very  beneficial  effect, 
and  give  railway  facilities  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country.  I  have  no  doubt  the  wants 
of  the  settlers  will  he  much  better  attended  to, 
that  freights  will  be  reduced,  nnd  the  traffic  on 
the  lines  increased.  Altogether,  I  think  this 
Bill  may  be  safely  passed.  The  country  will 
then  have  the  management  of  the  railways, 
and  the  people  will  be  responsible  to  them- 
selves. I  have  often  looked  into  this  mat- 
ter, and  considered  that  it  was  not  in  keeping 
with  good  government  to  give  over  our  prin- 
cipal works  to  three  or  four  men  who  have 
no  responsibility.  We  might  as  well  give 
over  everything  else  to  irresponsible  people 
and  get  them  to  manage  for  us.  What  would 
be  said  supposing  we  appointed  two  or  three 
men  to  look  after  public  works,  and  gave  them 
carte  blanche  to  spend  money  as  they  chose 
without  giving  an  account  of  it  to  Parliament? 
The  thing,  in  my  opinion,  simply  amounts  to 
that,  and  I  think  it  is  time  the  railways  were 
under  the  control  of  the  people. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— It  seems 
to  me  to  be  quite  forgotten  that  there  is  no- 
thing new  about  this  at  all.  We  had  this 
state  of  things  before  for  a  great  many  years, 
and  it  ended  in  failure.  When  we  had  it  before 
we  were  so  disgnsted  with  it  that  we  were 
willing  to  consent  to  the  proposal  to  have  an 
English  Commissioner — a  high-price  man — 
sent  out  to  put  our  railways  in  good  working 
order,  and  have  the  best  management  possible. 
Instead  of  a  Chief  Commissioner  being  brought 
out  three  gentlemen  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  New-Zealanders  were  appointed  ;  and  that 
was  quite  enough,  the  tact  of  their  being  New- 
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Zealanden,  to  place  them  vithin  the  reach  of 
everybody,  and  from  the  day  they  took  office 
to  the  day  they  retired  they  never  had  fair- 
play  in  the  country.  Nevertheless,  I  think  it 
is  only  due  to  Mr.  Maxwell  especially  to  say 
that  he  retires  from  his  office  with  the  respect 
of  everybody,  and  with  the  name,  well  earned, 
throughout  all  Australasia  of  being  by  far  the 
best  railway  manager  in  these  waters ;  and,  if 
it  can  be  any  satisfaction  to  him  to  know  it,  I 
think  we  are  bound  to.  give  him  that  praise. 
Moreover,  I  think  it  was  an  unfortunate  thing 
that  a  somewhat  brusque  manner,  and  nothing 
else  whatever,  caused  the  reaction  against 
him  that  culminated,  first  of  all,  in  his  not 
being  made  the  chief  expert,  and,  secondly,  in 
his  having  to  retire  at  the  termination  of  bis 
term  of  office, — which  has  been,  so  far  as  I 
have  always  heard,  eminently  successful.  It 
is  quite  impossible  for  a  man  to  satisfy  every- 
body, and  any  gentleman  who  looks  into  a 
newspaper  published  about  the  time  referred 
to  will  see  that  it  was  one  perpetual  course  of 
correspondence  raised  far  and  loud  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony  for  certain  concessions; 
and,  of  course,  the  refusal  of  these  things, 
it  not  being  possible  to  grant  them,  raised 
a  certain  amount  of  carping  all  through  the 
country ;  and,  oven  if  the  Commissioners 
appointed  had  endeavoured  to  grant  the  con- 
cessions demanded,  I  think  that  cry  would 
not  have  been  put  down  very  easily.  At  all 
events,  when  their  time  came  to  an  end,  it 
appears  they  got  into  an  impossible  position 
on  account  of  the  ridiculous  proposals  of 
some  of  their  servants,  and,  in  order  to  get  over 
the  difficulty,  and  to  consult  the  views  of  the 
people,  and  to  scatter  about  large  sums  of 
money,  even  under  parliamentary  control,  the 
original  intention  was  set  aside.  At  any  rate 
we  shall  know  who  is  responsible  for  the  future, 
and,  although  the  management  of  the  railways 
in  the  past  by  Government  was  a  failure, — and 
we  can  only  hope  that  it  will  not  be  so  in  the 
future, — we  shall  have  had  the  advantage  of 
having  had  the  railways  under  the  control  and 
management  of  experts  for  some  years,  and 
may  hope  that  the  result  will  be  far  bettor  than 
it  otherwise  would  have  been.  At  present  the 
benefit  to  all  parte  of  the  colony  from  the  rail- 
ways is  not  at  all  equal ;  there  are  parts  of  the 
colony  which  get  all  the  benefit  while  the  rest 
of  the  colony  is  handsomely  taxed  to  pay  for  it. 
In  many  parts  there  are  no  railways,  and  yet 
those  portions  have  to  help  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  debt;  and  I  think  our  taxation  should 
bo  more  equalised.  I  wish  to  speak  hopefully 
as  to  the  future,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied  if  the 
Minister  of  Bailways  is  able  to  conduct  things 
in  the  future  as  well  as  they  have  been  con- 
ducted under  Messrs.  Maxwell,  Hannay,  and 
McEerrow  ;  at  the  same  time,  I  think  a  great 
deal  of  credit  is  due  to  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  done  so  much.  The  case  of  the  Prussian 
railways  has  been  referred  to,  and  their  manage- 
ment by  the  Government,  but  there  is  not  very 
much  to  crow  about  on  these  railways,  as  they 
give  a  very  moderate  result  indeed ;  they  are 
pot  so  good  as  our  own. 

Son.  Sir  Q.  8.  Whitmort 


An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — They  have  been  vezy- 

much  improved  lately. 

The  Hon.  Sir  O.  8.  WHITMOBE.— I  can 
only  speak  about  what  I  really  know,  &nd  I 
do  know  that  they  were  some  years  ago  much 
inferior  to  our  lines.  I  think  they  hare  the 
broader  gauge,  but  they  are  very  much  more 
costly,  and  the  Government  control  is  &  very 
poor  one. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — ^They  pay  better  than 
the  company  lines. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  8.  WHITMOBE.— I  have  no 
idea,  but  I  think  they  do  not  pay  so  well  as  the 
company  lines.  A  comparison  made  the  other 
day  showed  that  the  private  lines  were  far 
better  managed  than  the  Government  ones. 
As  regards  this  Bill,  I  did  not  desire  to  make 
any  further  remarks,  but  I  wished  to  add  my 
testimony  to  that  of  the  other  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  as  to  the  success 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  I 
say,  further,  that  our  railway  system  has  been 
enormously  improved  by  him  since  the  day  vco 
took  it  away  from  the  Government  control. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— With  regard  to  this 
Bill,  it  seems  to  meet  with  general  approval. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  are  going  to  vote 
for  it  although  they  are  in  favour  of  the  con- 
trol by  Commissioners,  and  others  are  going  to 
vote  for  it  because  they  believe  in  the  Bill  smd 
hope  it  will  pass.  I  shall  vote  for  it  also,  be- 
cause I  have  always  opposed  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners ;  therefore  I  can  speak  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  with  a  clear  mind,  it  seems 
to  me  that  those  honourable  members  who 
think  that  a  department  of  State  of  the  mafrni- 
tude  of  the  Bailway  Department  can  be  placed 
beyond  political  control  are  labouring  under 
a  delusion.  Parliament  is  omnipotent  in  the 
matter;  and  it  is  simply  impossible  in  this 
countiy,  where  every  man  and  woman  has  a 
vote,  to  limit  political  control.  The  only  way 
I  know  of  by  which  railways  could  be  placed 
beyond  political  control  would  be  to  sell  them. 
Would  that  satisfy  the  colony  ?  Certainly  not. 
The  railways  then  would  pay,  because  the 
country  would  be  taxed  tremendously  to  make 
them  do  so,  and  because  thoy  would  be  run  in 
the  interests  of  the  shareholders,  and  not  of 
the  country.  The  interests  of  the  shareholders 
only  are  kept  in  view  by  private  corporations. 
With  regard  to  the  late  Commissioners,  I  have 
not  a  word  to  say  against  them.  No  doubt 
both  Mr.  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Hannay  were  very 
good  administrators.  I  came  into  contact  with 
both  gentlemen  frequently  during  past  years, 
and  I  always  found  them  to  be  thoroughly  good 
officers  ;  but  it  is  not  on  that  ground  that 
I  oppose  them,  or  any  other  Commissioners, 
but  it  is  on  the  ground  that  Parliament  must 
have  the  control  of  its  own  departments.  That 
was  why  I  opposed  the  appointment  of  the 
Commissioners.  Parliament  must  have  the 
control,  and  will  have  the  control,  in  spite  ot 
anything  that  may  be  attempted  against  it.  In 
America,  which  has  a  written  Constitution,  a 
department  might  be  placed  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  Congress,  and  it  would  be  extremely 
diffioult  to  xestore  it  to  such  control,  on^ng 
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to  Uie  rigid  nakiie  of  the  Constitotion  ;  but 
Sn  a  eonntiy  like  this,  which  is  absolutely 
Dsder  the  coDtrol  of  the  people,  I  do  not  see 
liov  eren  the  people  can  do  away  with  the 
political  control,  and  it  is  therefore  very  un- 
wise to  attempt  it.  What  we  ought  to  do  is  to 
pat  safegDuds  on  the  administration,  and  to 
pat  Minuters  in  power  who  have  a  little  back- 
Lone— people  who  can  face  the  country  and 
resist  the  clamours  for  things  that  are  not 
desirable.  Under  the  system  of  direct  poli- 
tical control  it  is,  to  my  mind,  inevitable  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  good  departinental  head. 
One  of  the  first  things  the  GoTemment  should 
do  is  to  get  a  first-class  man  as  General 
Ifaniger,  and  we  ought  then  to  defer  a  great 
deal  to  his  advice  in  respect  to  administration. 
Of  conrse,  Parliament  must  have  a  voice  in 
the  matter.  Vfe  do  not  run  the  railways  for 
the  sake  of  making  S  or  4  per  cent,  profit, 
bat  we  nm  them  in  the  interests  of  the  per- 
Kiis  who  use  them.  The  General  Manager 
most  giro  way  on  points  of  policy,  but  on  all 
mere  details  I  think  the  Minister  ought  to  be 
gaided  to  a  laige  extent  by  the  General  Man- 
ia's view  of  the  matter.  I  do  not  see  why 
this  Bulway  Department  cannot  be  managed 
•ffidently  b;  the  Government  and  by  a  Minis- 
ter, just  the  same  sis  any  other  department. 
I  shall  therefore  support  the  Bill,  as  I  think 
we  should  never  have  taken  the  railways 
kwaj  from  political  control  in  order  to  place 
tbtm  in  the  liands  of  irresponsible  Commis- 
lioneo. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHAKDSON.— I  wish  to 
laj  a  few  words,  and  I  do  so  because  I  had 
voy  much  to  do  with  the  action  taken  in  1887 
b  connection  with  this  matter,  and  previously. 
I  was  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  that 
time,  and  I  remember  I  strongly  supported  the 
appointment  of  the  Railway  Commissioners. 
I  spoke,  on  tfae  occasion  of  the  passing  of 
the  Railways  Bill  in  the  other  Chamber,  under 
a  sense  of  very  great  responsibility,  having 
had  control  of  the  railways  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, as  Minister  for  Public  Works,  for  many 
years.  From  my  own  experience,  I  can  only 
tay,  in  reply  to  those  persons  who  think  it  is 
voy  easy  for  a  Minister  to  control  the  rail- 
ways, that  the  next  Minister  who  attempts  to 
eontrol  (hem  will  find  it  a  very  different  matter 
from  that  represented  just  now.  I  am  not 
going  into  a  long  discussion  on  the  question, 
ud  I  only  rose  to  explain  why  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  and  to  support  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Council.  I  think  it  is  due 
to  myscUand  to  this  Council  that  I  should  do 
to.  IJie  honourable  gentleman,  in  introducing 
Uie  Bill  jost  now,  stated,  very  correctly,  that 
Victoria  was  the  first  to  start  placing  its  rail- 
way! nnder  the  management  of  Railway  Com- 
missioneB,  and  New  South  Wales  followed  suit, 
tten  Queensland ;  and,  lastly.  New  Zealand,  to 
Min  thefaahioii,  followed  suit  also.  That  is 
joit  what  we  did  not  do ;  for,  unfortunately, 
in  did  sot  vote  a  sum  equal  to  that  voted  by 
aw  other  colonies  for  a  Chief  Commissioner. 
ndittBeDt  CMisideted  that  the  money  voted 
*>*9iiit6  enough  to  command  the  services  of 


a  very  good  man.  I  protested — I  think  it  was 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning — against  the 
ainount  fixed,  but  the  Government  insisted  on 
passing  the  Bill  through,  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  and  they  had  their  way.  It  is 
also  quite  true  that  the  Government  did  make 
attempts  to  get  a  Chief  Conunissioner,  and  if 
the  Government  had  had  sufficient  backbone 
they  would  have  got  one,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
the  country  would  have  supported  their  action. 
They  oonid  have  got  a  man,  and  rnore  than  one 
man,  quite  as  good  as  any  one  of  those  they 
were  getting  for  Victoria  or  Hew  South  Wales 
bad  they  chosen  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
offering  a  larger  salary  than  that  given.  My 
object  in  supporting  the  Bill  then  was  that  wo 
should  have  a  Chief  Commissioner  from  out- 
side, and  that  the  other  two  men  should  be  got 
in  the  colony — to  have  a  first-class  expert  from 
outside,  in  whom  the  outside  world  and  the 
colony  would  have  confidence ;  and,  when  that 
was  done,  to  get  two  of  the  best  local  men  in 
the  colony.  What  railway  expert  did  they  put 
in  ?  They  put  in  a  man  who  had  not  an  iota 
of  an  idea  about  the  management  of  railways, 
and  they  not  only  put  him  there,  but,  in  the 
position  he  occupied  under  the  Act,  he  had  the 
right  of  veto  on  every  single  question,  if  he 
chose  to  exercise  it.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
one  single  word  against  Mr.  McKerrow ;  I  be- 
lieve that  in  the  position  he  has  occupied  he 
has  done  the  best  ne  could;  and  I  cannot  add 
anything  to  what  has  been  already  said  in 
favour  of  those  two  gentlemen — Messrs.  Han- 
nay  and  Maxwell.  I  believe  in  Mr.  Maxwell 
thoroughly.  He  came  out  here  with  other  en- 
gineers when  we  could  not  get  any  engineers 
in  the  colony,  and  from  the  very  first  day  he 
was  in  the  colony  he  showed  a  most  remark- 
able amount  of  ability.  Not  only  so,  but  be- 
fore he  left  the  shores  of  England,  I  believe, 
he  was  asked  to  remain  there  and  take  up  a 
better  position.  I  know,  myself,  that  on  vari- 
ous occasions  afterwards  appointments  were 
offered  him  at  a  far  higher  salary  in  England 
had  he  chosen  to  accept  them.  If  the  Bill  as 
introduced  in  another  Chamber  had  come  up 
here,  I  should  have  been  found  opposing  it,  and 
I  think  the  Government  have  shown  very  good 
tact  indeed  in  sending  the  Bill  here  in  the 
shape  they  have ;  otherwise  I  should  have  op- 
posed it.'  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  and  I  only 
hope  that  who  ever  has  the  luck  to  be  Minis- 
ter of  Railways  will  be  able  to  withstand  the 
frightful  amount  of  worry  to  which  he  will 
be  subjected  day  and  night,  from  Christmas 
Day  to  Christmas  Day ;  he  will  be  worried  and 
badgered  for  favours  of  every  description. 
Whatever  may  be  the  position  he  takes  up  he 
will  be  bound  to  give  offence,  and  eventually 
bring  great  odium  on  the  Government.  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— I  only  wish  to  say  a 
few  words,  and  I  do  so  merely  for  the  sake  of 
demurring  to  some  of  the  statements  made  by 
some  honourable  gentlemen.  We  have  been 
told  by  Sir  George  Whitmore  that  the  control 
by  Goverrmient  prior  to  the  Commissioners 
coming  into  office  was  a  failure.    I  demur  to 
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that.  I  do  not  think  it  was;  and,  if  it  was 
not  quite  so  cucoessful  as  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners' control,  I  think  that  can  be  fairly 
explained.  The  Government  started  with  the 
railways  very  inefficiently  equipped  in  many 
ways.  There  were  lines  that  were  not  joined 
with  one  another,  the  system  was  practically 
incomplete,  and  it  had  only  reached  its  pre- 
sent stage  of  efficiency  when  the  Government 
surrendered  it  to  the  Commissioners.  They 
entered  into  a  field  which  was  quite  ripe  for 
success,  and  we  had  every  reason  to  expect 
they  would  be  successful.  The  Government 
had  no  such  opportunity.  Again,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stewart  told  us  that  this  Bill  is  the  result 
of  clamour  from  a  small  section  of  the  people. 
I  demur  to  that  statement  also,  for  what  he 
calls  clamour  is  practically  to  be  found  to  date 
from  1890,  for  in  that  year  the  first  cry  was  got 
np  against  the  Commissioners.  I  need  not 
refer  further  as  to  the  cause  of  that  cry,  as  the 
main  reason  is  known ;  but  I  do  say  that  the 
opinion  has  been  growing  in  strength  that  this 
department  of  the  public  service  should  revert 
to  the  hands  of  the  Government  again.  My 
opinion  is  that  it  was  a  great  blunder  that  the 
railways  were  ever  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners,  as  I  do  not  think  that  any 
large  concern  like  this,  in  a  democratic  country, 
should  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  few' irre- 
sponsible men.  The  fact  is  that  management 
by  the  people  is  the  very  principle  of  demo- 
cratic government.  We  have  a  large  annual 
expenditure  on  our  railways,  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  control  over  that  expenditure, 
and  on  that  ground  alone,  if  on  no  other, 
the  management  should  revert  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Again,  I  would  ask,  for  what  purpose 
have  we  railways  in  a  young  country  like  this  1 
The  cry  when  the  Commissioners  took  office 
was  that  our  railways  should  be  conducted  on 
what  were  called  commercial  lines — that  they 
should  be  conducted  for  profit  -  making ;  hut 
now  I  think  a  great  many  people  are  beginning 
to  see  that,  in  a  young  country  like  ours,  at 
tmy  rate,  the  wisest  policy  with  regard  to  our 
lailways  would  be  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country  as  much  as  possible.  You  cannot 
carry  them  on  on  commercial  principles  if  you 
carry  them  on  to  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
country.  I  have  no  idea  of  casting,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  cast,  the  slightest  slur  on  the  Com- 
missioners in  this  respect,  for  they  carried  out 
the  mandate  of  the  people  when  they  took 
office;  but  they  have  conducted  the  railways 
too  much  on  commercial  lines,  and  I  think 
that  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  more  en- 
couragement should  be  given  to  many  of  our 
industries,  which  afe  still  hampered.  Even 
this  session  there  has  been  a  proposal  to  put  a 
duty  on  fruit  to  encourage  fruit-growing,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that,  if  railway  facilities  had 
t>een  given  to  fruit-growers  in  this  country  to 
iiring  their  fruit  to  tovm  at  moderate  cost,  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  any  such  pro- 
posal. That  is  one  case  in  point  as  showing 
that  the  Commissioners  have  run  the  railways 
too  much  on  commercial  principles.  I  must 
say  that  the  legislation  which  put  tiiis  depart- 
Hon.  iir.  BoU 


ment  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
appears  to  be  amongst  the  last  of  a  long  line 
of  Conservative  legislation,  which  practically 
closed  in  1890,  and  which,  I  believe,  was  kept 
up  mainly  by  the  old  cry  to  mistrust  Govern- 
ment action.  The  other  colonies  also  took  ap 
the  same  cry.  But  what  do  we  see  now  ?  AU 
round  we  see  miserable  failure  in  eveiy  respect 
with  regard  to  this  question.  We  also  see 
failure  such  as  the  history  of  the  world  has 
never  seen  before  in  the  commercial  manage- 
ment of  every  institution,  such  as  banks,  et 
cetera.  The  opinion  is  fast  gaining  ground 
that  if  you  want  to  have  a  thing  properly 
controlled,  honestly  controlled,  it  must  be  con- 
trolled by  the  representatives  of  the  people; 
and  to  say  that  wo  shall  do  away  with  political 
control,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  has  pointed  oat, 
in  a  democratic  country  suoh  as  this,  where 
every  boy — at  any  rate,  every  youth — and  girl 
of  twenty-one  has  a  vote,  is  nonsense.  "Yoa 
have  appointed  your  Commissioners,  and  they 
are  appointed  under  certain  conditions  by  the 
people,  but  you  cannot  get  away  from  demo- 
cratic institutions,  for,  as  a  last  resource,  it 
must  come  to  political  control.  The  CommiSr 
sioners  are  created  by  the  people,  and  there- 
fore to  say  that  you  are  going  to  manage  the 
railways  without  any  political  control  is  a  mis- 
take. As  to  management,  there  is  no  difficult 
in  getting  an  expert  if  an  expert  is  necessary, 
any  more  than  in  getting  an  expert,  say,  for 
the  Defence  Department.  I  think  the  theory 
holds  good  that  if  you  manage  your  Customs, 
Defence,  Post  Office,  and  Public  Trust  Office 
under  direct  Government  control  you  can 
manage  this  department  also.  There  is  a  direct 
disadvantage  in  not  having  this  department 
under  Government  control.  It  is  quite  true 
you  may  be  able  to  avoid  some  of  the  evils 
connected  with  Government  control  by  having 
a  department  under  Commissioners,  but  yon 
must  also  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  a  great  dis- 
advantage for  a  country  such  as  this  not  to  be 
able  to  express  its  wishes,  desires,  and  wants 
directly  to  the  management.  This  can  never 
be  done  through  the  Commissioners,  as  the 
people  Lave  no  means  of  approaching  the  Com- 
missioners directly — only  an  indirect  means ; 
whereas  with  regard  to  the  Government  the 
wants  of  the  country  can  bo  expressed  directly 
to  the  Government.  I  say  that  putting  the 
control  of  this  department  m  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners  was  a  slur  upon  parliamentary 
institutions  and  upon  parliamentary  govern- 
ment, which  should  be  remedied  as  quiokly  as 
possible.  We  are  not  going  to  hark  back  in 
this  way  to  individualistic  methods;  we  have 
seen  too  much  failure  already  in  those  methods. 
I  shall  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  did  not  intend 
to  offer  any  remarks  on  this  Bill — and  those  I 
shall  make  willbe  very  short — had  it  not  been 
for  the  reference  the  Colonial  Secretary  made 
to  the  speech  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
in  1887,  on  the  occsbsion  that  the  Act  now  about 
to  be  repealed  was  introduced.  The  impressiaii 
the  Colonial  Secretary  gave  to  the  Council  vrM 
that  Mr.  Mitchelson,  in  introducing  that  Bill, 
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wu  inbodueing  a  thing  whioh  wae  at  variance 
irith  iis  own  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BDCKI.EY.— Up  to  that 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVBNS.— Yes,  up  to  that 
lime.  The  impression  conveyed  was  that  Mr. 
Uitchelson  was  introducing  a  measure  whioh 
he  did  not  approve  of  in  regard  to  the  change  in 
the  i&ilnay  management.  I  think  there  is  no 
ioobt  that  was  the  impression.  The  Colonial 
Seeret&iy  read  only  part  of  the  speech.  Let 
me  read  the  first  portion : — 

"  I  myself  have  for  many  years  been  against 
appointing  non-political  Boards,  fearing  that 
Iqr  doing  so  we  should  be  parting  with  too 
much  poner.  I  have  during  the  past  year 
eonsideied  the  question  very  carefully,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  have  reluctantly  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  only  solution  of  our  present 
difficulties  is  a  non-politicaJ  Board." 

What  were  the  circumstances  whioh  led  to 
that  conclusion  ?  The  speech  explains  them : — 

"We  are  continually  receiving  applications 
from  Tuions  ports  of  the  colony  for  conveni- 
encM,  exora  accommodation,  and  other  matters, 
and  there  are  also  complaints  of  inconsistencies 
and  anomaUes  in  our  present  scale  of  rates  and 
charges,  and  repeated  applications  for  reduc- 
tions." 

Again,— 

"If  it  were  possible  that  a  Minister  could  be 
•pfointed  to  the  position  of  Minister  of  Bail- 
ways  and  Public  Works  for  a  definite  period, 
then  I  should  say.  Maintain  our  present  posi- 
iion ;  but,  where  we  have  Besponsiblo  Govern- 
ment, and  Ministers  are  subject  to  come  and 
rat  the  will  of  the  House  or  of  the  people,  it 
a  matter  of  impossibility  for  any  Minister, 
no  matter  how  clever  he  may  be,  to  grasp  the 
position  or  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  intricacies  of  railway  management, 
which  requires  years  of  cstreful  thought  and 
stud^  to  thoroughly  master.  In  the  unfortu- 
nate position  of  Minister — who,  perhaps,  is  only 
in  office  for  a  very  short  time — he  has  to  rely, 
to  a  very  large  extent,  entirely  upon  the  advice 
and  information  he  receives  from  the  officials 
of  the  department :  and  this  will  always  be  the 
case  K  long  as  we  carry  out  our  present  system 
of  ^pointing  Ministers  to  the  position  who 
have  had  no  practical  experience." 

Now,  Sir,  uiese  were  really  the  views  of  Mr. 
Uitcbelson— and  they  were  the  views  of  the 
Govemment  of  the  day — who  introduced  that 
Bill,  and  it  was  in  no  light  spirit  of  getting  rid 
of  Government  responsibility  that  the  Govern- 
ment  ot  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  my  late  colleague, 
introduced  the  measure  in  1887 ;  but  it  was 
to  get  lid  of  what  had  become  an  intolerable 
bnrden— a  positive  danger  to  the  country — 
with  regard  to  the  continutj  pressure  that  was 
kooght  from  time  to  time,  for  a  series  of  years, 
upon  saccessive  Oovemments  with  regard  to  a 
Tinety  of  matters,  whether  appointments,  or 
knfU,  or  traffic  rates.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Kelly  talked  of  Ministers  with  backbone. 
oil',  what  sort  of  a  backbone  can  a  Minister  be 
(aid  to  have  who  has  all  his  other  limbs  taken 
•way  fnmi  him — that  is  to  say,  who  has  been 


quietly  extinguished  by  his  constituency  be- 
cause he  thought  right  to  agree  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  grain  rates  on  the  railways  ?  Yet 
we  have  haid  that,  Sir;  and  not  only  in  one 
instance,  but  I  think  in  more  than  one.  Yet 
my  honourable  friend  talks  about  a  man 
with  a  backbone  t  I  ask,  what  is  the  use  of  a 
Minister  with  a  backbone  if  the  constituency 
simply  sends  him  out  into  the  cold  ?  Yet  that 
is  exactly  the  state  of  things  to  which  you 
are  going  to  return.  As  to  that,  I  hardly 
think  it  possible  that — I  do  not  say  any  one 
person,  but — any  person  of  any  real  experience 
can  ever  have  any  doubt.  I  have  been  now 
a  number  of  years  in  the  Legislature— a  great 
many  years  —  and  I  remember  my  life  was 
made  ejmost  intolerable  by  reason  of  the  pres- 
sure upon  me  by  persons  in  the  employment  of 
the  Railway  Department  who  hsbd  grievances, 
as  they  thought  —  many  of  them  supposed 
grievshnces,  I  believe,  but  which  they  aired  be- 
fore the  member  of  the  district.  If  that  is 
a  desirable  state  of  things  to  re-establish  by 
all  means  re-establish  it ;  but  I  think  dif- 
ferently. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — There  is  a  Court  of  Ap. 
peal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes,  you  have  a 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  I  think  you  may  have 
that  Court  itself  appealing  to  the  Legislature 
before  it  is  twelve  months  old.  Then,  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Bolt  has  informed  us 
that  what  we  have  now  is  antagonistic  to  the 
spirit  of  democracy — la  inconsistent  with  demo- 
cratic institutions.  I  wish  that  my  honour- 
able friend  had  had  a  short  interview  with  me 
before  the  sitting  this  afternoon,  and  that  I 
could  have  asked  him  to  look  at  the  division- 
list  on  the  occasion  that  has  been  referred  to 
in  1887.  That  Bill  was  carried  on  its  second 
reading  by  a  majority  of  forty-five.  Titers 
were  twenty-one,  including  pairs,  who  voted 
against  it,  and  that  was  all.  Nearly  the  whole 
House  voted,  and  the  majority  was  forty-five  ; 
and,  Sir,  it  would  harrow  my  honourable 
friend's  feelings  to  look  over  that  division-list. 
I  hardly  venture  really  to  look  over  it,  for  some 
of  his  desLrest  political  friends  are  there  voting 
for  that  measure.  It  is  not  a  perishable  and 
transient  thing,  that  division ;  it  is  one  of  the 
things  that  are  embalmed  in  Haiisard.  It 
might  be  too  much  for  me  to  call  attention  to 
all  the  names,  but  I  will  glance  at  a  few  of 
them.  There  is  the  present  Minister  of  Lands, 
there  is  the  present  Minister  of  Labour — they 
are  both  in  the  majority ;  and  I  see  there  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  who,  I  believe,  fills  the 
important  and  honourable  ofiice  of  Govern- 
ment Whip,  a  gentleman  named  Lawry — he 
agreed  with  the  majority ;  and  tho  rest  are  so 
numerous  that,  as  we  see  the  newspapers  in- 
form us  under  certain  circumstances,  "  they 
are  too  numerous  to  mention";  but  I  will  leave 
the  volume  of  Hansard  on  the  table.  I  do 
really  and  seriously  mean  to  say  that  I  feel 
that  the  step  that  is  now  being  taken  is  one  ot 
great  public  danger.  It  is  perfectly  true  that, 
whether  democratic  or  not,  we  can  undo  the 
evil  we  do ;    but  there  is  something  in  the 
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saying  that  the  evil  remains.  "  The  evil  that 
men  do  lives  after  them,"  and  I  think  that  is 
just  what  is  going  to  happen  in  the  present 
case.  I  helieve  the  evil  which  will  be  done  by 
this  Parliament  in  introdacing  so  enormous  an 
engine  of  political  management  as  this  means 
is  going  to  inflict  a  very  serious  injury  on  the 
■  country  and  one  which  is  entirely  gratuitous- 
one  that  is  utterly  uncalled-for  by  all  those 
who  use  our  railways,  whether  they  be  the 
travelling  public,  or  the  importers  who  have 
signified  their  opinion,  or  the  exporters — the 
producers  of  the  colony — who,  1  tmow  person- 
ally, do  not  want  this.  And  all  for  what  ?  If 
my  honourable  friend  will  forgive  me  for  saying 
so,  all  for  the  sake  of  talcing  the  opportunity  of 
grasping  at  political  power. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— I  am  very 
glad  indeed  that  we  have  one  honourable 
gentleman  present  who  was  a  Minister  in 
power  at  the  time  the  change  was  made  in 
1887,  and  I  am  glad  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  confesses  that  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  member  were  not  strong  enough 
and  had  not  courage  enough  to  control  the  rail- 
ways. I  think  that  is  the  effect  of  the  remarks 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  made  in  the 
very  tragic  speech  we  have  listened  to.  He  ad- 
mits that  the  Government  had  not  the  stamina 
or  the  backbone  to  control  the  railways ;  and 
I  believe  that  is  the  reason  why  the  change 
was  made.  My  honourable  friend  Mr,  Jen- 
nings, in  his  speech,  referred  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Vaile,  and  I  shall  refer  to  the  same  gentleman, 
because  I  find  that  in  a  circular  that  has  been 
addressed  by  Mr.  Vaile,  I  think,  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  there  is  a  paragraph  the 
sentiments  contained  in  which  are  as  so  well 
in  accord  with  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject 
that  I  do  not  think  I  can  do  better  than  quote 
them.    He  says, — 

"  Railways,  in  every  country  where  they  exist, 
are  pre-eminently  its  great  highways.  They 
are  the  channels  along  which  its  trade,  com- 
merce, and  social  intercourse  must  flow.  No 
Government  has  the  right  to  hand  over  the 
highways  of  its  country  to  the  supreme  control 
of  any  set  of  men,  nor  would  they  dare  attempt 
it  in  the  case  of  the  common  roads.  To  keep 
control  of  intercommunications  is  one  of  the 
first  duties  of  every  Government." 

Now,  why  did  not  the  Government  recognise 
that  ?  Why  did  not  the  Government  introduce 
a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  these  sentiments  ?  We 
know,  from  what  took  place  in  another  place, 
and  from  the  public  newspapers,  that  the  Bill 
— the  Bill  that  now  gives  the  Government  con- 
trol of  the  railways,  or  purports  to  give  the 
Government  control  of  the  railways — is  not  the 
Bill  that  was  introduced  elsewhere  ;  and  I  ask, 
why  did  the  Government  not  introduce  it  in  this 
form  ?  Why  did  they  not  continue  the  bold 
policy  of  dealing  with  the  railways  that  they 
started  when  they  made  the  late  appointment 
of  Commissioners,  instead  of  bringing  down  a 
sort  of  bastard  measure  that  is  neither  one  thing 
nor  another  ?  I  am  glad  indeed  that  the  Go- 
vernment accepted  the  amendments  which  are 
going  to  place  the  railways  wholly  under  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


control  of  the  Government.  Bat  I  was  &tf- 
pointed,  and  I  think  the  OoTemment  nen  tl 
blame  for  not  bringing  down  a  measure  in  b 
first  instance  that  would  ^ve  practical  effect 
to  the  mandate  of  the  people.  The  GoTen- 
ment  knew  very  well  they  had  the  counti;  it 
their  back  on  the  question.  They  knew  pet- 
fectly  well,  when  the  representatives  of  the 
people  were  returned,  that  this  was  one  of  fa 
chief  planks  —  that  the  railways  must  come 
directly  under  political  control ;  and  yet,  io- 
stead  of  bringing  down  the  Bill  in  the  form  the; 
have  it  now,  they  brought  it  down  in  a  sort  i 
bastard  form,  which  was  neither  one  thing  soc 
another ;  which  gave  the  Minister  a  seat  on  the 
Board,  but  under  which  the  Minister  and  the 
Commissioners  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  hm 
worked  amicably  together  for  two  months.  The 
Government,  I  think,  started  a  fairly  boU 
policy  when  they  made  the  late  appointmenti. 
And,  while  on  the  question  of  those  appoint- 
ments, I  should  like  to  say  that  the  ciiticinn 
we  have  had  on  the  Bill  this  afternoon  hu 
been  animated,  in  my  opinion,  by  nothing  else 
than  fond  praise  of  one  of  the  late  Commis- 
sioners— Mr.  Maxwell.  We  have  heard  \iat 
gentleman's  name  from  almost  every  comer  of 
the  chamber,  and  most  gentlemen  who  hm 
spoken  have  spoken  in  praise  of  him.  'WeS, 
I  am  not  going  to  say  a  word  to  detract  from 
the  character  of  Mr.  Maxwell ;  I  believe  that 
he  is  a  good  railway  man.  But  the  Hon.  Dt. 
Grace  referred  to  Mr.  Maxwell  as  being  Uie 
one  man  in  New  Zealand  who  had  reformed 
the  railway  service  and  had  put  the  service  one 
different  footing,  and  who  gave  general  »ti& 
faction.  Well,  I  should  like  to  add  that  he  ii 
the  one  man  in  the  railway  service  who  hsi 
also  given  very  general  dissatisfaction.  I  tsk 
honourable  gentlemen  here,  why  did  not  Tit 
Maxwell  give  satisfaction  for  years  before  he 
was  mode  a  Commissioner  ?  For  years  befoie 
that,  he  was  the  General  Msuiager  of  the  rail- 
ways, with  almost  supreme  power.  We  hate 
been  told  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  that  On  \ 
Government  of  that  day  did  not  dare  resist  the 
applications  made  for  the  lowering  of  istei; 
but  if  they  had  such  a  strong,  such  a  wonder- 
ful man  in  Mr.  Maxwell  at  the  head  of  the  | 
railways,  as  the  General  Manager,  why  iii  \ 
they  not  refer  the  applicants  to  him,  and  saj, 
"  There  is  the  General  Manager ;  we  do  not  . 
deed  with  details  of  management — we  rely  upoa  ; 
him  for  the  management  of  the  railways  "  ?  I  | 
do  not  think  Mr.  Maxwell  was  competent  to  i 
give  satisfaction,  or  perhaps  it  was  from  the  j 
fact  that  when  ho  was  the  General  Manager 
he  seemed  to  take  very  little,  if  any,  trouble  to 
give  satisfaction.  On  the  other  hand,  when  h( 
got  to  be  a  Commissioner — -when  his  powea 
were  vary  much  increased — he  gave  the  veij 
greatest  dissatisfaction.  There  is  just  one 
other  remark  regarding  Mr.  Maxwell.  No* 
that  he  is  out  of  the  service  I  do  not  think  «i 
should  enter  into  anything  that  in  any  \nj 
might  be  construed  against  bis  reputetion; 
but  I  say  I  was  disappointed  in  Mr.  Maxwelll 
action  after  he  hod  ceased  to  be  a  Commb- 
sioner.    As  soon  as  the  other  CommissioiRi 
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got  into  power  he  seemed  to  take  some  trouble 
to  m&ke  theii  path  the  most  difficult  imagin- 
able. The  present  Oommissionera  were  a  very 
tkcat  time  in  power  before  the  question  of  the 
(nin  ntes — of  lowering  those  rates  —  was 
noaght  forward  in  the  country.  Now,  we  find 
Ur.  Maxwell,  when  this  question  was  being 
discussed  in  the  country,  after  he  had  been 
Oeneial  Manager  of  the  railways  for  years, — 
after  he  had  b^n  one  of  the  Kailway  Gommis- 
sionere  for  five  years,  with  almost  supreme 
control,— immediately  he  got  out  of  office, 
writing  a  letter  to  the  newspapers  saying  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  grain  rates  should  be  at 
once  lowered,  and  that  the  grain  rates  in  Can- 
teibniy  could  be  lowered  without  difficulty, 
tncl  urging  the  Commissioners  to  lower  them. 
Then,  in  a  letter  of  a  still  later  date,  we  find 
he  kgitated  in  a  Wellington  newspaper  that 
the  thioDgh  service  between  Wellington  and 
Kew  Plymouth  should  be  conducted  on  much 
{uter  lines.  I  do  not  say  anything  about 
whether  we  should  have  a  faster  or  a  better 
lervice  there  or  not ;  but  if  it  seemed  necessary 
to  Mr.  Maxwell,  or  if  he  was  sincere  in  his 
wish  that  the  New  Plymouth  service  should 
be  better  and  quicker,  why  did  he  not  inaugu- 
nte  k  better  service  ? 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — How  could  he  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKIN90N.  —  He  was  a 
Commissioner  with  supreme  control,  but  he 
sever  took  these  steps  to  improve  the  service, 
except  those  which  were  in  the  way  of  increas- 
ing the  difficulties  that  were  likely  to  come 
ia  tbe  path  of  those  who  como  after  him.  Be- 
fore leaving  office  ho  inaugurated  some  most 
txpensive  works,  and  gave  orders  to  the  shops 
thkt  certain  locomotives  should  be  built  —  I 
■appose,  with  a  view  to  increasing  tbe  service. 
He  sIeo  gave  orders  that  some  very  expensive 
work  should  be  carried  out  between  here  and 
Kew  Plymouth  in  reducing  the  grade  of  one  of 
the  sections  on  that  line,  and  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  this  extra  expense  that  part  of  the 
present  dissatisfaction  reigns  in  the  railway 
service,  and  that  men  have  to  go  on  short 
time— he  swelled  the  expenses  so  much  with 
those  works.  I  do  not  know  if  they  were  ne- 
eessaiy,  but,  whether  he  intended  it  or  not, 
what  he  then  did  increased  the  difficulties 
of  those  who  came  after  him.  Then,  Sir,  we 
hare  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  saying  that  when 
Ur.  Ulaxwell  was  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, in  1888,  the  Government  could  not 
get  an  efficient  man  to  take  his  place,  be- 
oaose  they  did  not  oSer  a  salary  large  enough. 
How,  regarding  the  salary  of  these  Railway 
Commissioners  and  of  railway  officers,  we  are 
told  by  a  great  many  honourable  gentlemen 
that  imless  wo  give  very  high  salaries  we  can- 
not get  efficient  men.  But  we  have  also 
lieata  and  know  that  the  Manawatu  Kailway 
Oompany  has  a  most  efficient  service,  and  that 
it  i>  a  well-managed  company.  Yet  I  notice 
that  a  few  weeks  ago  they  advertised  for  a 
■ecretoiy  for  that  company  —  that  means 
teally  a  general  manager  for  the  oompany; 
■odtbey  offered  a  salary  of  £400  per  annum. 
While  OUT  Bailway  Commissioners  were  being 


paid  £1,200  and  £1,000,  the  Manawatu  Com- 
pany have  offered  their  secretary  £400.  And 
who  took  that  position  ?  One  of  the  lata  Boil- 
way  Commissioners — one  of  those  gentlemen 
we  were  paying  £1,000  a  year  to.  He  stepped 
into  the  breach  and  accepted  the  £400,  and 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  do  as  good  work  there 
as  he  did  in  the  Government  service.  I  hope 
for  any  sake  honourable  gentlemen  will  not  say 
that  the  efficiency  of  men  entirely  depends  on 
the  amount  of  their  salary.  I  do  not  wish  to 
reflect  for  one  moment  upon  Mr.  Hannay's 
aotion.  I  think  he  is  deserving  of  tbe  highest 
credit  for  attempting  to  carry  on  the  work  he 
is  accustomed  to,  and,  because  he  has  accepted 
the  salary  of  £400  a  year,  I  do  not  wish  to  re- 
flect upon  him  for  a  moment ;  but  I  say  that  his 
action  in  accepting  that  salary,  and  the  action 
of  the  Manawatu  Company  in  offering  such  a 
salary  as  that,  is  quite  sufficient  to  prove  that 
the  salaries  on  the  Government  railways  are 
far  too  high.  Now,  there  is  another  point 
respecting  the  Railway  Commissionors  that  I 
want  to  touch  upon — I  think  it  was  touched  on 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson— and  that  was  in 
reference  to  the  Chief  Commissioner.  I  want 
to  know  why  this  particular  Commissioner  was 
retained  when  these  appointments  were  made. 
He  was  kept  in  the  place  he  occupied,  the 
Chief  Commissionership,  and  had  the  power 
of  veto.  If,  then,  there  was  dissatisfaction 
reigning  in  the  country  through  the  action 
of  the  Railway  Commissioners,  why  were  not 
all  made  to  suffer  alike?  Why  was  this 
Chief  Commissioner  kept  on,  and  with  the 
same  power  that  ho  had  before?  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
about  railways,  although  he  had  been  cradled 
in  the  public  service  from  his  babyhood.  We 
know  that  Mr.  McKerrow,  although  he  may 
have  been  a  good  Government  officer  in  his 
particular  department — the  Survey  Department 
— had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  what  was  re- 
quired in  connection  with  railways,  and  had 
not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  business 
connected  with  the  running  of  trains.  His  sit- 
ting on  the  Board  was  a  perfect  farce,  and  he 
did  nothing,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  to  prove  that 
he  had  the  stamina  or  the  qualifications  to 
be  Chief  Commissioner,  except  that  I  find,  on 
reading  back,  this  about  him :  that  he  made 
this  report  concerning  the  railways.  He  says, 
in  1892, '"  The  Commissioners  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  inform  the  Government  that  the  re- 
lations between  themselves  and  the  railway 
servants  are  quite  cordial  and  harmonious." 
That,  I  think,  is  a  most  palpable  falsehood, 
and  that  it  was  bo  is  known  throughout  the 
country.  I  have  before  referred  to  tho  matter 
of  these  railway  servants  being  on  short  time, 
and  we  are  told  that  the  workshops  men  being 
put  on  short  time  is  caused  by  a  shrinkage 
of  the  receipts  and  revenue  of  the  railways. 
I  should  like  to  know  why  the  workshops 
men  should  be  the  ones  singled  out  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  that  is  arising  from  the 
depression  and  through  prices  going  down  of 
wlieat,  et  cetera.  Five  or  six  hundred  men  in 
the  railway  workshops  throughout  the  colony 
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are  pat  on  five  days'  work  a  week.  Some  of 
these  men  receive  only  6g.  6d.  a  day,  and  yet 
their  pay  is  reduced  from  £1  168.  to  £1  lOs.  a 
week,  and  t)>at  not  only  for  the  few  winter 
months,  but  for  six  months  of  the  year,  because 
they  are  not  to  be  put  on  full  time  again  until 
the  ISth  October.  That  is  the  latest  news :  the 
workshops  are  to  be  started  on  full  time  on  the 
15th  October.  But  why  was  that  date  chosen  ? 
Because  four  weeks  will  bring  it  to  the  Novem- 
ber holidays,  which,  in  Chrtstchurch,  amount 
to  a  week,  and  so,  following  the  15th  October, 
they  would  only  have  three  weeks'  pay.  And 
in  December  we  have  the  Christmas  holidays. 
So  that  for  six  months  continuously  they  will 
be  on  short  time  and  stiort  pay.  Why  did  not 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  who  has  the  power, 
say,  "  We  will  decrease  expenditure  by  de- 
creasing the  number  of  trains,"  instead  of 
screwing  the  whole  out  of  the  men  ?  And  why 
should  not  those  who  are  receiving  high  sala- 
ries lose  something  ?  But  no ;  what  they  say 
is,  "  We  will  reduce  the  men  who  arc  at  work 
at  6s.  6d.  a  day,  and  who,  instead  of  get- 
ting £1  18s.,  shall  only  get  £1  10s.;  but  we 
will  not  touch  the  highly-paid  men.  They 
are  to  go  right  on."  And  in  this  present 
Bill  we  find  that  something  of  this  old  style 
is  to  continue — these  class  distinctions  are 
retained.  We  find  in  one  part  of  the  Bill 
that  the  officers  are  to  have  their  usual  leave 
of  absence,  which  amounts  to  from  three  to 
six  weeks,  and  even  up  to  twelve  months  in 
some  instances,  but  tliat  the  employes— the 
men  on  68.  6d.  a  day  —  are  to  he  content 
with  one  week.  That  is  three  days  in  addition 
to  the  three  days  they  already  get,  and  I  thank 
the  Government  for  that  concession.  This  is 
simply  continuing  the  class  distinctions  that 
have  arisen  in  our  railways,  and  the  class  dis- 
tinctions that  have  been  pretty  well  pointed 
oat  by  tlie  action  of  the  Commissioners  in 
putting  the  men  at  the  railway  workshops  on 
short  time  for  so  long  a  period.  My  opinion 
of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Bailways  is  this 
— and  I  do  not  want  to  go  behind  people  to 
say  so :  that  he  is  too  mummified  and  wrapped 
up  in  red  tape  to  undertake  the  working  of 
this  department.  The  Chief  Commissioner, 
and  many  of  the  other  officers,  have  been  too 
long  in  the  public  service,  and  when  the 
slightest  difficulty  arises  they  take  the  easiest 
way  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  cut  down  the 
working-men.  That  has  been  the  practice  in 
the  past.  I  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt  has  also 
referred  to  it.  Before  the  reaction  came,  in 
1890,  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  sacred  expression, 
"  Touch  the  working-men  first  if  there  is  any 
reduction  to  be  made."  On  inquiring  why  the 
officers  of  the  railways  were  not  reduced  as 
well  as  the  men,  I  was  told  that  the  officers 
save  all  their  time — that  is,  they  worked  on 
holidays  or  overtime  without  extra  pay.  That, 
however,  is  simply  a  myth.  Few  of  the  officers 
ever  work  overtime.  And,  then,  we  are  told 
that  the  officers  are  always  at  the  call  of  the 
Commissioners.  Now,  a  short  time  ago  I  saw 
a  complaint  in  the  Wellington  papers  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  heads  of  many 
Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson 


departments  of  the  Government  were  to  b« 
found  lolling  about  the  Wellington  Qasy  at 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  day,  when  their  under- 
strappers were  doing  the  work  in  the  offices. 
And  I  know  that  that  nefarious  system  is  carried 
on  in  the  railways,  for  I  have  only  to  go  back 
about  a  week  to  a  day  when  I  found  two  of 
the  heads  of  the  department  drinking  cham- 
pagne at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  Central  Hotel 
when  they  should  have  been  at  their  work  in 
the  offices.  W^ell,  Sir,  I  trust  that  this  Bill 
will  pass,  and  that  the  Minister  who  is  to 
administer  and  control  the  railways  will  work 
them  in  the  interests  of  the  country.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  he  will  make  it  his 
first  duty  to  teach  the  country,  or  attempt 
to  teach  the  country,  that  revenue  is  not  the 
only  object  for  which  the  railways  are  run — 
that  the  object  for  which  the  railways  wera 
built  was,  and  should  be,  to  benefit  the  coun- 
try. The  country  has  borne  taxation  for  roads 
without  the  slightest  demur;  and  why  should 
it  not  to  a  great  extent  bear  taxation  for 
railways  ?  Why  should  we  always  look  at  the 
end  of  every  four-weekly  period  to  the  per- 
centage of  receipts  over  expenditure,  to  sea 
whether  these  railways  are  managed  well  or 
otherwise  ?  It  is  impossible  to  tell  from  these 
returns  whether  the  railways  are  giving  gatis- 
faotion.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should 
give  satisfaction  if  we  say  the  only  object  we 
have  in  running  them  is  to  make  money. 
I  hope  this  will  be  one  of  the  first  improve- 
ments the  Minister  will  make  when  he  takes 
over  the  railways  :  that  he  will  manage 
them  with  the  view  of  serving  the  country, 
and  not  with  the  view  of  making  them  pay. 
I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  carping  and 
dissatisfaction  because  the  railways  are  not 
paying,  and  I  hope  sincerely  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  see  that  the  railways  are  run  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  whether  they  pay  or  not. 
It  was  said  that  the  last  railway  administra- 
tion gave  satisfaction.  Now,  I  called  atten- 
tion last  year  to  the  dissatisfaction  caused  by 
the  late  Commissioners  owing  to  the  express 
train  which  runs  from  Dunedin  to  Ghristchurch 
having  so  few  stoppages,  and,  in  reference  to 
that,  I  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  saying 
that  since  the  late  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners the  gentlemen  appointed  have  gone 
over  the  railways  inquiring  into  complaints  and 
grievances,  and  they  have  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  the  people  between  Dunedin 
and  Christchurch  by  allowing  the  express  to 
stop  at  certain  stations.  I  think  that  bears 
me  out  in  saying  that,  if  the  trains  were  run 
in  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  question 
of  serving  the  cotmtry  were  made  of  mora 
prominent  importance  than  the  question  of 
revenue,  the  colony  would  indorse  the  action 
of  the  Government,  and  say  it  wsbs  quite  right 
for  the  Government  to  take  over  the  railways. 
I  say  that  the  country,  if  it  were  only  properly 
served  by  the  railways,  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  bear  extra  taxation  to  make  up  for  any  loss 
of  revenue  that  might  accrue  from  the  in- 
creased cost  of  a  better  service.  I  remember 
last  year,  in  the  debate  that  took  place  on  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Government 


[CODNCIL.] 


Bailways  Bill, 


177 


mbjaet,  reference  was  made  especially  to  the 
Canterbury  District,  smd  to  the  competition 
tarried  on  against  the  railways  by  the  owners 
ol  tiaction-engines.  Well,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Government  coald  go  further  in  the 
matter  by  serving  the  coantry  more  in  connec- 
tion with  its  roads  and  railways,  and  I  think 
that  if  the  Minister  who  is  to  hold  the  port- 
folio of  railways  were  to  go  further  afield,  and 
make  a  feeder  to  the  railways  by  establishing  a 
system  of  carriage  on  roads  by  means  of  trao- 
tion-engines,  he  vrould  do  a  great  deal  of  good 
to  the  countoy,  and  also  increase  the  traffic  of 
the  railways.  This  would  be  the  means  of 
^ving  the  railways  more  work,  and  the  farmers 
and  Etationholders  would  find  the  benefit, 
because  a  traction-engine  would  come  straight 
to  their  bam  or  woolshed,  and  get  loaded  np, 
and,  if  a  special  form  of  truck  to  suit  rail  and 
load  were  adopted,  take  the  load  right  into  town 
to  the  wool-  or  grain-stores.  There  would  be 
only  one  loading  and  one  unloading.  At  present 
the  farmer  has  to  cart  his  grain  to  the  railway, 
fint  loading  it  at  his  barn,  and  again  un- 
loading it  at  the  railway-station ;  then  he  has 
to  do  the  same  in  the  town,  loading  at  the 
nilway- station  and  unloading  at  the  grain- 
stores.  I  cannot  see  much  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  the  State  further  extending  a  system 
of  direct  carriage,  and  if  the  State  owned  a 
few  traction-engines  I  think  the  result  would 
be— in  fact,  I  am  sure  it  would  be  —  a  very 
much  better  plan  than  building  branch  rail- 
ways, IS  has  been  done  in  the  past,  which 
has  proved  such  a  failure.  While  on  this 
■object,  I  may  say  that  it  was  referred  to  in 
the  last  Commissioners'  report.  Speaking  of 
traetioD-engines  carrying  to  railway-stations, 
they  say, — 

"This  fact  should  cause  no  surprise,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  roads  and  bridges 
are  free  to  the  owner  of  the  traction-engine. 
He  has  no  contribution  to  make,  either  of  in- 
terest on  capital,  cost  of  road,  or  for  mainten- 
uee;  the  ratepayers  do  that  for  him.  The 
railways,  on  the  other  hand,  provide  nearly  3 
per  cent,  interest  on  capital  cost,  and  bear 
the  entire  cost  of  maintenance,  which  averages 
fl.40  per  mile  per  annum." 

If  it  can  be  proved  to  be  the  case  in  Canter- 
bury th&t  traction-engines  could  do  this  work 
better  than  railways,  it  indicates  that  there 
is  something  radically  wrong.  I  say,  with  a 
view  of  meeting  the  evil,  and  lessening  the  ex- 
pense to  the  fanners,  the  Government  should 
at  once  take  in  band  the  question  of  feeding 
the  railways  from  the  settlers,  and  that  could 
be  done  by  means  of  traction-engines  and 
tncb  made  to  suit  both  road  and  railway. 
As  regards  the  railway  system  generally,  there 
is  aootfaer  point :  In  Canterbury  last  year  there 
were  hundreds  of  tons  of  potatoes  rotting,  and 
they  were  actually  thrown  away,  while  men 
ia  the  towns  were  almost  starving.  Surely  it 
ii  a  pity  that  families  should  be  allowed  to 
■tatve  in  this  country.  Why  should  we  have 
■neb  a  state  of  things  existing,  and  why  should 
not  the  railways  be  utilised  to  bring  this  pro- 
dace  into  the  towns  7    The  same  remark  may 
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also  apply  to  firewood.  There  are  hundreds 
of  tons  of  firewood  rotting  in  this  District  of 
Wellington,  on  account  of  bushfelling  going 
on ;  and  within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  Christ- 
church  it  is  the  same,  and  it  ia  the  same  at 
Dunedin.  Yet  we  cannot,  so  far,  utilise  the 
railways  to  bring  this  into  town.  If  the  Minis- 
ter  will  take  this  into  consideration — namely, 
that  the  towns  must  be  fed  by  the  railways — 
and  let  the  whole  country  bear  the  taxation 
and  give  us  cheap  carriage,  we  shall  have  a 
much  better  state  of  things  existing  in  the 
towns.  There  will  be  less  unemployed,  because 
a  good  many  of  these  men  would  be  able  to  get 
up  country  and  earn  some  means  of  support, 
wnile  the  expense  would  be  almost  nothing. 
It  would  simply  mean  taking  empty  trucks 
out  and  loading  them  up ;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
many  men  in  Kew  Zealand  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  load  np  those  trucks  with  firewood  if 
they  had  the  chance.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deaJ  lately  as  to  the  high  price  of  coal,  and  I 
think  this  is  a  case  where  the  Government 
should  step  in  and  minimise  the  evil  that  exists 
by  carrying  the  coal  free,  and  also  firewood, 
or  by  reducing  the  freight  to  a  very  small 
amount.  I  also  hope  the  Minister  will  deal 
with  the  matter  of  salaries  in  the  railway  ser- 
vice. I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  the  case  that 
in  the  matter  of  salaries  any  comparison  can 
be  made  with  the  Manawatu  Railway  Com- 
pany; because  they  do  not  pay  high  salaries. 
I  am  quite  sure,  if  the  Minister  follows  the 
course  that  has  been  laid  down  by  the  present. 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  he  will  take  some 
step  to  put  the  salaries  of  the  railway  service 
on  a  more  equitable  footing.  But  there  are 
a  large  number  of  items  in  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  railways  that  could  be  also  saved. 
One  is,  the  lines  being  so  frightfully  curved — 
I  do  not  refer  now  to  the  politically-orooked 
ones.  I  think  that  the  matter  of  straightening 
the  different  lines  could  be  taken  in  hand  at 
once  by  the  Government.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
be  an  expensive  work,  but  it  would  be  reproduc- 
tive work.  If  we  look  at  the  Wellington-Pitone 
line  we  find  that  it  is  almost  like  a  corkscrew; 
and  many  other  lines  arc  as  bad.  Honourable 
members  must  know  the  line  between  Law- 
rence and  Milton,  which  is,  I  think,  one  of 
the  most  striking  examples  of  curvature  that 
could  possibly  be  found ;  I  do  not  suppose  that 
there  are  2  chains  of  straight  line  in  the. 
whole  distance:  and  I  think  the  Government 
might  certainly  take  the  matter  in  hand  and 
straighten  these  lines.  In  a  very  few  years  the 
expense  would  be  saved  in  wear-and-tear,  from 
the  less  cost  that  would  be  required  to  keep 
the  rolling-stock  in  repair.  Then,  we  have  the 
Bimutaka  incline.  Of  aU  the  stupendous  monu- 
ments of  stupid  and  foolish  engineering,  that 
line  beats  all.  I  am  not  quite  sure,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  was  built  by  Mr.  Maxwell. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— I  heard  it 
was  Mr.  Maxwell.  That  section  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government  at  once.  There 
is  one  point  on  the  Bimutaka  incline  where 
two  or  wree  miles  would  be  saved  by  the  con- 
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sttuction  of  a  shorl;  tunnel.  But  it  is  simply 
»  question  of  time  when  the  Government  will 
have  to  take  into  consideration  the  question 
of  building  a  new  line  to  Faatherston,  or  to 
the  plains  beyond  Featherston,  by  some  other 
louta  than  by  way  of  the  Kimutaica.  There  is 
also  the  question  of  stations.  On  the  main 
■oath  line,  at  the  junction  of  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral, we  have  a  station  at  Wingatui ;  there  was 
already  a  junction  —  namely,  at  Mosgiel  —  a 
znile  further  on,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  in- 
deed to  run  the  Otago  Central  line  from  there. 
I  think  the  people  in  the  district  agitated  some 
time  ago  with  a  view  to  getting  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral to  start  from  Mosgiel  Junction  instead  of 
from  Wingatui.  They  have  there  sufficient 
loops  and  sufficient  sbunting-lines  to  satisfy 
all  requirements  of  the  Otago  Central  for  some 
time.  And  now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
e.  report  that  has  been  spread  by  a  member  of 
another  place  as  to  some  action  said  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  Railway  Society  just  before 
the  appointment  of  the  last  Commissioners.  I 
refer  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  "railway 
black  list."  I  say  most  emphatically — because 
I  have  been  blamed  for  it  by  one  neWspaper  in 
Wellington — that  I  never  had  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  such  a  thing  bsing  in  existence. 
I  can  also  say  that  the  Railway  Society  had  not 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  such  a  thing  being  in 
existence;  and  I  can  also  say  that  one  of  the 
Commissioners— the  one  who  has  been  charged 
with  connivance  in  regard  to  this  list — is  a  man 
of  honour,  and  very  much  above  descending  to 
such  a  depth  as  making  any  arrangements  of 
the  character  hinted  at  as  to  the  removal  or 
dismissal  of  any  railway  men.  This  is  the 
same  gentleman  who  has  been  appointed  a 
Jommissioner ;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
he  has  been  so  appointed,  because  last  year,  in 
the  debate  on  the  Railway  Bill,  I  said  that 
he — Mr.  Ronayne — was  then  considered  by  the 
railway  men  to  be  the  most  efficient  officer  in 
the  railway  service.  I  am  very  glad  indeed 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  did  appoint 
that  gentleman,  as  his  powers  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  appointment  are,  I  believe,  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired.  Mr.  Bonayno  was 
blamed  for  entering  into  a  ring  with  the  Rail- 
way Society  which  would  result  in  the  dis- 
missal of  some  of  the  men  and  in  the  reducing 
of  others.  I  knew  at  once,  and  say  now,  that 
such  a  thing  was  very  much  below  a  man  of 
Mr.  Bonayne's  honour.  I  have  also  heard  it 
said,  and  I  believe  it  is  on  record  in  Hansard 
of  the  present  session,  that  Mr.  Ronayne  was 
not  an  acknowledged  expert  in  railway  matters. 
As  I  said  before,  the  railway  men  thought  Mr. 
Bonayne  one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in 
the  service,  and  any  person  who  knows  his  past 
history  knows  that  he  is  a  railway  expert  of 
very  long  standing.  In  regard  to  this  matter, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  in  speaking  to-day  on  the 
present  appointments,  thought  all  the  back- 
bone was  taken  out  of  the  Commission  when 
the  late  appointments  were  made. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.  — I  ask  the 
Eon,  Mr.  Jenhitwon 


honourable  gentleman  if  there  is  no  backbone 
in  tlie  present  Commissioners.  Did  they  not 
show  backbone  on  the  occasion  when  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  and  the  country  said  just 
a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  grain  rates  should  be 
lowered  ?  The  Commissioners  then  took  np  a 
stand  and  said,  '*  No ;  if  we  decided  to  lower  the 
grain  rates  there  would  be  a  loss  of  £10,000  a 
year."  And  they  absolutely  refused  to  make 
any  concession  regarding  those  rates  unless  the 
Minister  would  bear  the  responsibility  of  such 
action.  I  think  their  action  on  that  ocoasion 
showed  that  the  present  Commissioners  have 
backbone,  and  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  merely 
a  buffer  for  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  I  do 
not  think,  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  that  there  ia 
very  much  matter  to  discuss  in  it,  or  any  fault 
excepting  in  regard  to  that  part  where  it  makes 
a  distinction  between  the  persons  employed. 
All  through  the  Bill  we  find  the  word  "  em- 
ployes "  and  the  word  "  officers."  I  think  that 
the  whole  of  the  servants  on  the  railways  as 
a  class  ought  to  come  under  the  term  "em- 
ployes." And  on  that  point  I  wish  also  to  refer 
to  the  matter  of  the  Appeal  Board.  The  BUI 
says, — 

"  One  person  to  be  elected  by  the  officers  of 
the  railway  service  in  the  North  Island  and 
Middle  Island  respectively,  and  one  person  to 
be  elected  by  the  employes  of  such  service  in. 
the  aforesaid  Islands  respectively." 

If  wo  set  up  a  Board  on  this  constitution  to 
deal  with  the  grievances  of  the  service,  if  the 
grievance  affected  both  officers  and  servants, 
and  if  the  whole  of  the  servants  were  dissatis- 
fied, how  could  the  country  expect  justice  from 
a  Board  constituted  of  those  men  who  were 
elected  by  the  parties  aggrieved?  Under  the 
Bill  two  votes,  I  think,  will  decide  the  appeal, 
and  therefore  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  will 
not  have  any  voice  in  the  matter.  I  myself 
would  rather  see  a  Board  composed  of  one  per- 
son appointed  by  the  Minister  and  of  another 
person  appointed  by  the  employes, — not  by  the 
officers,  but  by  the  whole  of  the  employes, — 
with  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  as  Chairman. 
I  certainly  also  object  to  the  provision  which 
says,  "  Every  decision  of  the  Board  shall  be 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Minister  be- 
fore it  takes  effect."  I  think  that  provision 
completely  nullifies  any  good  that  might  be 
done,  and  I  am  entirely  against  this  Appeal 
Board.  We  had  one  before  composed  of  really 
competent  people,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a 
complete  dead-letter;  and  I  am  very  much 
afraid  that  this  Appeal  Board  will  turn  out  on 
the  same  lines,  if  it  is  provided  that  every  de- 
cision of  the  Board  shall  be  submitted  for  the 
final  decision  of  the  Minister.  It  simply  nul- 
lifies what  little  good  might  accrue  from  the 
Board  being  appointed.  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Bill  will  be 
accepted  by  the  Council,  and  that  the  change 
will  be  accepted  by  the  country,  and  that  the 
country  will  indorse  what  the  Government  have 
done— or  perhaps  I  should  say  what  a  private 
member  has  done— in  saying  that  the  rail- 
ways shall  come  back  direct  to  Government 
control. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Sir,  I  rise  to 
eompliment  the  GoTemment  upon  the  acquisi- 
tion in  this  Chamher  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
nan  who  has  just  ekddressed  the  Council.  We 
bATe  heard  him  for,  I  suppose,  about  two  hoars 
— for  an  hour  and  a  htJi  before  the  adjourn- 
ment and  for  half  an  hour  afterwards — and  it 
•eems  to  me  that  if  there  is  one  man  in  this 
country  who  is  fit  to  conduct  and  carry  on  the 
cailway  system  of  the  colony  it  is  the  honour- 
able member  who  last  spoke.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  lecturing  us  and  advising 
the  Government  upon  what  is  best  to  be  done 
«nd  how  to  do  it ;  upon  the  straightening  of 
the  Bimutaka  line,  and  upon  taking  the 
twists  out  of  the  lines  from  Dunedin  to  Law- 
tence,  and  from  Wellington  to  Pitone.  He 
has  told  us  how  to  take  these  lines  through 
the  high  mountains  and  bring  them  into  proper 
ahape  and  form.  The  honourable  gentleman 
aeems  to  me  to  be  very  sore ;  something  must 
have  hnrt  him  during  his  lifetime  to  ma^e  him 
•peak  so  ill  of  every  officer  in  the  Railway 
I>epartment ;  but  I  might  remark  that  it  is  a 
natter  of  record  that  if  any  officers  were  well 
used  they  were  the  officers  of  the  Railway  De- 
partment by  the  late  Commissioners — Messrs. 
McKerrow,  Maxwell,  and  Hannay.  I  am  not 
in  love  with  those  gentlemen,  but  it  ill  becomes 
■ay  man  who  occupies  the  position  of  the 
bononrable  gentleman  to  run  down  gentlemen 
who  have  endeavoured  to  do  their  best  in  the 
Interests  of  the  colony.  They  may  have  erred, 
bat  they  erred  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community  in  not  giving  way  to  one  or  two 
individuals  who  desired  to  benefit  themselves. 
I  say  that  the  sole  reason  that  these  gentlemen 
have  been  disposed  of  is  on  account  of  the  cry 
got  np  amongst  the  working-classes  in  the 
department  against  the  Commissioners  because 
they  did  not  raise  the  wages  to  that  extent  that 
those  classes  expected  they  should  bo  raised. 
With  regard  to  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Hannay, 
we  can  simply  say  that  they  were  two  gentlemen 
who  were  well  qualified  for  the  positions  they 
were  called  on  to  fill,  who  were  able  men  in 
their  profession,  and  who  did  their  best  in  the 
interests  of  the  Crown.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  it  ill  becomes  any  one  who  has  left  the 
service  to  speak  ill  of  them.  With  reference  to 
the  remarks  made  about  the  high  wages  paid 
to  some  officers  in  the  department,  tlie  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  to  the  position  Mr. 
Hannay  has  lately  accepted  in  the  service  of  the 
Uanawatu  Railway  Company  and  the  salary 
be  is  to  receive  as  compared  with  his  salary  as 
a  Railway  Commissioner  ;   but  the  honourable 

fentleman  did  not  point  out  the  difference  in 
is  work  and  responsibility  as  compared  with 
the  work  and  responsibility  of  the  position  ho 
formerly  occupied  in  the  Government  service. 
When  Mr.  Hannay  was  in  the  Government 
•ervice  he  was  responsible  for  two  thousand 
miles  of  railway,  and  ho  had  much  greater 
responsibility  than  he  \YiU  have  under  the 
Uanawatu  Railway  Company.  He  has  now 
nothing  to  do  with  the  outside  working,  but  only 
to  attend  to  office-work,  for  which  he  is  to  re- 
««lve  £100  a  year :  and  I  think,  if  an  honourable 


member  rises  here  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
charges  against  a  man,  and  says  that  he  was 
not  worth  high  wages,  he  should  be  truthful  in 
the  matter.  However,  I  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised when  I  heard  the  honourable  gentleman 
making  that  speeoh,  for  I  well  remember  one 
he  made  on  a  former  occasion,  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  refer  to  now.  I  have  been  in  Parlia- 
ment now  twenty  years,  and  I  have  heard  a 
great  number  of  speeches  delivered  in  my  time, 
but  I  have  never  listened  to  one  more  degrad- 
ing to  the  position  the  honourable  gentleman 
occupies  in  this  Council  than  the  speech  the 
honourable  gentleman  delivered  this  afternoon. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  oh  I 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— You  may  "  Oh, 
oh  I  "  as  much  as  you  like,  but  I  will  show  my 
reason  for  what  I  say.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  two  officers  of  a  certain  depart- 
ment and  said  that,  instead  of  being  in  their 
offices,  he  found  them  in  the  Central  Hotel 
drinking  champagne.  Well,  Sir,  I  did  not 
know  that  we  had  a  detective  amongst  us. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — You  were  not  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— If  I  had  been 
there  you  would  have  found  a  gentleman,  and 
you  would  not  have  heard  me  talking  about 
men  whom  I  saw  taking  a  glass  of  champagne. 
It  is  a  wonder  to  me  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  give  their  names.  The 
honourable  member  also  went  into  a  long 
rigmarole  as  to  the  way  we  should  manage 
the  railways,  and  he  asked,  as  we  did  not  use 
the  roads  and  bridges  in  order  to  make  a  pro- 
fit out  of  them,  why  should  it  be  necessary 
to  make  the  railways  pay  a  return  ?  I  say  it 
is  a  different  thing.  The  roads  and  bridges 
are  constructed  by  the  local  bodies,  and  they 
must  get  the  money  for  them  by  means  of 
local  taxation  direct  from  the  people ;  but  in 
the  case  of  the  railways  it  is  entirely  differ- 
ent, and  the  railways  ought  to  be  made  to 
pay,  to  bring  in  a  return  for  the  money  in- 
vested in  them.  If  the  railways  are  to  pay 
nothing,  I  should  like  to  ask  where  the  money 
is  to  come  from.  The  roads  take  very  little 
to  maintain  ;  but  the  railways,  after  they  are 
conslructed,  require  a  great  deal  of  money 
for  maintenance ;  and  if  they  return  nothing 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from?  The 
honourable  gentleman  contradicted  himself  a 
great  deal  on  that  point,  and  I  trust  that,  in 
future,  when  he  gets  up  to  speak  ho  will  make 
himself  clear.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  any  further 
into  this  matter,  but  I  tiiink  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  in  future  adopt  a  more  modi- 
fied tone  before  he  makes  further  statements 
of  the  kind  in  this  Council :  and  I  think  the 
railway  men  should  watch  the  kind  of  indi- 
viduals they  have  allowed  to  get  into  the  rail- 
way society.  I  intend  to  support  the  Bill,  but 
I  would  rather  have  in  the  control  one  Com- 
missioner who  would  sit  in  the  other  Chamber 
and  answer  any  questions  that  might  be  asked 
relative  to  the  railway  service.  As,  unfortu- 
nately, that  cannot  be  done,  the  next  best  thing 
is  for  the  Government  to  take  over  the  rail- 
ways, and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill. 
All  I  can  say  is  this :  that  I  pity  the  Govem- 
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meot  for  the  trouble  that  will  be  put  upon 
Ministers,  through  the  pressure  of  honourable 
members  to  bring  all  their  friends  of  "the 
tight  colour  "  into  the  service.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  before  he  is  very  much 
older,  will  very  much  regret  having  introduced 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  have 
a  word  or  two  to  say  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Jenkinson.  I  listened  with  ^ain  to  many 
of  his  remarks,  and  I  listened  with  very  great 
pain  to  the  language  be  used  about  certain  high 
officials.  That,  Sir,  is  not  a  question  that  is 
before  this  Council.  It  is  not  a  question  of  the 
character  of  those  men ;  they  were  selected  for 
their  positions,  and  I  am  quite  sure  they  would 
not  go  to  my  honourable  friend  for  a  character 
if  they  wanted  one.  Sir,  there  has  not  been 
a  single  Government  measure  introduced  into 
this  Council  which  that  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  attacked,  not  excepting  even  the  Shop- 
hours  Bill.  Everything  is  wrong,  and  this  Bill 
is  wrong  from  head  to  foot.  There  is  no  single 
clause  of  the  Bill  worthy  of  consideration,  if  we 
except  one  or  two  points  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  seems  to  think  fit  to  approve  of. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  lectured  the 
Government  here  to-night,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  Council  will  not  tolerate  such  language 
from  any  member  of  the  Council,  and,  above 
all,  will  not  tolerate  from  any  young  and  inex- 
perienced member  of  this  Council  attacks  upon 
the  characters  of  officials  of  high  standing, 
when  those  officials  have  not  any  opportunity 
of  reply.  Sir,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  those 
gentlemen ;  I  never  was  in  favour  of  these  Com- 
missioners; but  I  say  it  is  a  monstrous  thing 
for  any  member  of  this  Council  so  to  attack 
any  official.  How  can  an  ofiicial  put  his 
heart  in  his  work  if  attacks  of  this  character 
are  made  upon  him  7  I  am  sorry  to  hear  any 
one  holding  the  high  position  of  a  member  of 
this  Council  attacking  officials  in  that  way.  As 
I  stated,  I  was  opposed  to  the  Act  taking  the 
property  in  the  railways  from  the  Queen  and 
handing  it  over  to  Commissioners.  I  was 
opposed  to  that  from  the  first ;  I  thought  it  a 
mistake,  and  have  never  ceased  to  think  so,  and 
that  is  the  reason  I  wish  to  have  it  restored. 
But  we  made  a  great  mistake  in  this  colony. 
We  have  been  looking  round  for  an  expert  for 
military  purposes,  and  we  have  found  one  ;  but 
we  made  the  biggest  mistake  in  that  we  did 
not  discover  in  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  been  lecturing  the  Government  on  every  Bill 
a  railway  expert  who  could  have  straightened 
the  whole  of  the  lines  by  a  stroke  of  his 
pen ;  and  yet  that  honourable  gentleman  knows 
very  little  of  the  merely  mechanical  part  of  the 
duties  which  he  had  to  perform  I  He  little 
knows  the  trouble  a  Minister  has  regarding 
these  matters.  He  little  knows  the  amount 
of  labour  to  be  performed,  or  what  work  has 
to  be  done.  The  honourable  gentleman  sits 
confidently  there,  and  knows  nothing  whatever 
about  the  labour  or  the  nature  of  the  work 
that  has  to  be  done  by  men  who  have  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  at  heart,  and  who,  I 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 


undertake  to  say,  have  the  interests  of  the  very 
people  he  pretends  to  favour  more  at  heart 
Chan  he  has  himself;  and  I  say  that  I  am 
one  of  them,  and  that  I  will  yield  to  no  man 
in  this  Council  in  my  honest  desire  to  see 
the  working-classes  put  on  a  proper  footing.  I 
have  been  one  of  those  who  have  favoured 
more  than  any  other  the  working-men  of  this 
country,  and  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no  one 
they  have  more  confidence  in,  though  I  say  it 
myself.  I  am  obliged  to  speak  so  warmly,  be- 
cause the  honourable  gentleman's  attack  has 
been  made  in  such  unmeasured  language. 
He,  fibrst  of  all,  characterized  this  as  a  bastard 
measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Will  the 
honourable  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  in  whAt 
way  I  attacked  the  measure  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  ex- 
plained, and  am  explaining,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  informed  the  Council  that  this 
was  a  bastard  measure,  in  the  way  the  Bill 
was  introduced  by  the  Government  in  another 
place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Pardon  me, 
I  did  nothing  of  the  sort. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  — I  took 
the  honourable  gentleman's  words  down,  and  I 
ask  Hansard  to  record  them.  He  said  it  was  a 
bastard  measure,  introduced  in  another  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Yes,  the  Bill 
was  introduced  in  another  place. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  not 
going  to  be  interrupted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  protect 
me.  Sir.  He  said  this  was  a  bastard  measure, 
but  the  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  other  House, 
and  was  a  Bill  of  the  same  character  which 
the  Minister  had  before  the  elections  told  the 
people  the  Government  irftended  to  introduce 
into  Parliament — that  was,  a  measure  to  give 
to  the  Minister  a  controlling  or,  at  least,  a 
responsible  position  on  thai  Board.  The  Go* 
vernment  placed  alternative  proposals  in  the 
measure.  They  placed  that  proposal  and  an 
alternative  one.  This  was  the  one  that  was 
adopted  by  the  representatives  of  the  people; 
and  the  Government,  feeling  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  preferred  that  they 
should  introduce  the  measure  in  its  present 
shape,  accepted  it.  Yet  this  is  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  calls  a  bastard  mea- 
sure I  Sir,  it  was  in  direct  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  people,  in  direct  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
another  place  that  the  Bill  has  reached  this 
Chamber  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  now.  I 
say  this  to  the  honourable  gentleman :  He  has 
from  time  to  time  charged  people  with  not 
having  the  courage  of  their  opinions  —  with 
speaking  against  a  measure  and  voting  the 
other  way.  I  ask  him  now  to  vote  against  this 
Bill,  if  he  has  the  courage  of  his  opinions.  I 
dare  him  to  do  so,  for  he  has  spoken  against  it 
as  much  as  any  one.  I  ask  him  to  vote  against 
the  measure.  He  would  not  dare  to  go  down 
to  Christchurch  if  he  did.  There  was  one  argu- 
ment he  used  that  I  will  briefly  refer  to.  He 
said  that  the  Government  should  make  them- 
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■alves  the  possessors  oi  the  traction-engines. 
Sir,  is  there  to  be  no  private  enterprise  ?  Are 
we  to  have  our  meals  regulated,  oar  time  for 
going  to  bed  regnlated,  by  the  State  ?  Is  every- 
thing to  be  done  by  the  State  ?  What  nonsense, 
to  be  sore  1  If  we  get  the  traction-engines,  and 
have  the  honourable  gentleman  regulating 
them,  the  country  is  to  go  right.  That  is  the 
position.  And,  then,  the  enormous  and  mag- 
nificent argument  in  favour  of  that  was  that 
there  were  men  starving  in  Christchurch,  and 
fanners  were  prepared  to  give  them  pota- 
toes, but  they  would  not  go  to  the  farmers  for 
the  potatoes,  and  the  farmers  must  bring  them 
to  the  men  I  That  was  the  argument  the 
honoorable  gentleman  used.  Well,  Sir,  a 
man  deserves  to  starve  if  he  cannot  go  for 
bis  own  potatoes.  My  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Shrimski  has  anticipated  pretty  well  every- 
thing I  had  to  say  to  him  in  other  respects, 
•nd  so  I  will  now  leave  him  to  the  considera- 
ti<m  of  the  Council.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or 
two  about  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Pharazyn.  He  has  re- 
fmed  to  what  he  considers  the  injustice  of  a 
mbsection  of  a  clause  of  this  Bill.  Sir,  there 
is  no  injustice  in  that ;  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  rights  of  those  who  are  entitled 
to  them ;  but  he  was  under  the  impression, 
anongly,  as  he  informed  me  afterwards,  that 
the  rights  of  some  officials  who  had  left  the  ser- 
vice— that  is,  of  the  two  Commissioners — were 
Bot  protected  in  the  same  way.  This  afternoon 
I  was  informed  officially  that  every  right  to 
which  they  were  entitled  on  leaving  the  Service 
was  granted  to  them  on  leaving  the  Service,  so 
that  the  object  is  really  to  protect  precisely  the 
mme  rights  of  one  or  two  others  who  are  still  in 
the  Service  and  entitled  to  be  considered  as 
Civil  servants.  My  honourable  friend  also,  with 
thair — ^I  was  going  to  unsex  him  and  call  him 
CaKaodra,  but  that  would  not  be  right  —  be 
n  hardly  that;  but  my  honourable  friend  is 
always  gloomy  ;  everytliing  is  going  to  be  wrong ; 
but  still  he  is  going  to  vote  for  the  Bill.  I 
have  never  known  him  to  take  any  other  view 
than  that  of  melancholy  foreboding  and  a 
Cajmndra-like  fear.  I  have  noticed  that  often ; 
but  Biill  the  colony  has  survived,  notwith- 
standing his  prophecy.  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression, when  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Grace 
■poke  this  afternoon,  that,  in  my  anxiety  to 
place  before  the  Council  the  fullest  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  measure,  I  had  used 
aome  Isfiguage  which  might  in  some  degree 
be  taken  as  reflecting  upon  individuals  who 
have  been  connected  with  the  railways.  That 
was  the  last  thing  I  had  any  intention  of 
doing,  and  if  any  language  of  mine  could  have 
conveyed  that  idea  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man I  most  certainly  say  it  was  not  intended. 
Sir,  it  is  all  very  well  to  attack  public  servants. 
I  myself,  like  many  other  people,  before  I  came 
in  contact  with  them  had  very  peculiar  notions 
of  them.  But  when  you  see  these  men  at  their 
Anties,  the  assiduity  they  bring  to  bear  upon 
the  labonrs  they  are  engaged  in,  the  loyalty 
they  give  to  any  Oovemment,  no  matter  what 
Oovecnment  it  may  be — Sir,  I  speak  as  having 


had  some  years'  experience  amongst  them,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  no  living  man  has  a  higher 
opinion  of  the  Civil  Service  of  New  Zealand 
than  I  have,  for  a  more  faithful,  loyal  body  of 
men  there  could  not  be,  even  though  they  may 
not  feel  with  you,  or  may  be  opposed  to  you  poli- 
tically. Now,  I  have  just  one  word  to  say  to 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens,  and  I  hope 
he  will  give  me  the  same  permission  that  I  gave 
him.  He  said  he  hoped  he  would  be  permitted 
to  use  the  expression  that  this  would  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  grasping  political  power.  I 
would  say  that  no  Government  ever  grasped 
more  political  power  than  the  Government  my 
honourable  friend  was  at  the  end  of,  for  he  was 
not  originally  one  of  the  Continuous  Ministry, 
but  joined  it  towards  the  close  of  its  career. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Why  imitate  out 
example  7 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— WeU,  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners,  or 
morals.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  my 
honourable  friend,  but  I  will  ask  permission  to 
use  the  same  language  that  he  did,  and  I  say 
that  no  Ministry  grasped  political  power  bo 
ardently  and  effectively  as  the  Government  of 
which  my  honourable  friend  was  one.  Sir,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Maylmakea 
personal  explanation  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  put  words  into  my  mouth  which  I 
did  not  use.  He  said  that  I  called  this  tt 
bastard  Bill.  What  I  said  was  that  the  Bill 
as  introduced  into  the  other  Chamber  was  a 
bastard  Bill.  The  Bill  we  have  now  been 
discussing  I  am  in  favour  of,  and  will  vote  for. 

BiU  read  the  second  time. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BIIiIj. 

IM  COHKITIEE. 

Clause  2. — ^Interpretation. 
The  Hon.  "Mr.  ORMOND  moved.  That  the 
following  subsections  be  added  at  the  end  of 
the  clause : — 

"  '  Office  '  means  any  building  or  place  used 
as  a  banking  office,  insurance  office,  or  for 
any  other  business  or  commercial  purpose  : 

"  '  Office  employ^  '  means  any  person  em- 
ployed in  any  office  as  defined  in  the  preceding 
paragraph." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  14. 
Acland  Jennings  Shrimski 

Bolt  Ormond  Stevens 

Bonar  Pharazyn  Swanson 

Bowen  Reynolds  Williams. 

Grace  Bigg 

Noes,  11. 
Bamiooat  Kelly  Montgomery 

Buckley  Kerr  Richardson 

Dignan  MocGregor         Whyte. 

Feldwick  McCnllough 

Pais. 
For.  Agaitut. 

Oliver.  Jenkinson. 

Majority  for,  3. 
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Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  to  strike 
out  from  the  definition  of  "  shop-assistant "  the 
words  "  or  any  member  of  the  shopkeeper's 
family." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.'' 

Atks,  11. 
Bolt  Jennings  MoCuUough 

Buckley  Kelly  Montgomery 

Dignan  Kerr  I^igS- 

F«ldwick  MacGregor 

Noes,  14. 
Aoland  Ormond  Stevens 

Bamicoat  Pharazyn  Swanson 

Bonar  Reynolds  Whyte 

Bowen  Bichardson        Williams. 

Qrace  Shrimski 

Pais. 
For.  Agaitut. 

Jenkinson.  Oliver. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  struck  out. 

Clause  3. — Shops  to  close  on  one  working- 
day  at  one  o'clock. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIOG  moved.  That  the  words 
"one  working-day"  be  struck  out,  in  order  to 
insert  the  word  "  Saturday." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  20. 
Acland  Grace  Pharazyn 

Bamicoat  Jennings  Beynolds 

Bolt  Kelly  Shrimski 

Bonar  MacGregor        Stevens 

Bowen  McCullough       Swanson 

Buckley  Montgomery      Williams. 

Dignan  Ormond 

NoKS,  3. 
Feldwick  Bigg  Whyte. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved.  That 
at  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  the  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted  as  the  second  paragraph : 
"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  hawker,  pedlar, 
or  itinerant  vendor  of  other  wares  than  fish, 
fruit,  vegetables,  or  confectionery  to  ply  his 
trade  in  any  city,  borough,  or  town  district  on 
smj  afternoon  on  which  shops  are  required  by 
this  Act  to  be  closed." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ates,  9. 
Acland  Dignan  McCullough 

Bolt  Feldwick  Montgomery 

Buckley  Jennings  Bigg. 

Noes,  14. 
Bamicoat  MacGregor         Stevens 

Bonar  Ormond  Swanson 

Bowen  Pharazyn  Whyte 

Orace  Reynolds  Williams. 

Kelly  Shrimski 


Paib. 
For.  AgatMst. 

Jenkinson.  Oliver. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  4. — Particular  exceptions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved.  That  th* 
word  "may,"  in  subsection  (2),  be  struck od^ 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  word  "  shall." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestioa, 
*■  That  the  word  '  may '  stand  part  of  tb* 
clause." 

Ayes,  13. 

Aoland  Dignan  McCuUoagh 

Bamicoat  Jennings  Montgomery 

Bolt  Kelly  Ormond 

Bowen  MacGregor  Bigg. 

Buckley 

Noes,  9. 

Feldwick  Reynolds  Swanson 

Grace  Slurimski  Whyta 

Pharazyn  Stevens  Williams. 

Paib. 
For. 
Jenkinson. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Amendment  negatived,  tmd  word  "may" 
retained. 

New  clause  9. — Mode  in  which  day  for  clos- 
ing shops  to  be  fixed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  moved,  That  the  follow. 
ing  subsection  be  added : — 

**  In  the  event  of  any  day  other  than  Satur- 
day being  appointed  by  the  local  authority 
as  closing-day  under  this  Act,  then  any  shop, 
keeper  shall  be  entitled  to  close  his  shop  on 
Saturday  in  lieu  thereof,  on  giving  notice  to 
the  Inspector  of  his  desire  to  do  so.  Snch 
notice  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Inspector  dnriug 
the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  and  sball 
be  taken  as  proof  of  the  facts  therein  stated." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Againtt. 
Oliver. 


Acland 
Bamicoat 
Bolt 
Bowen 


Ayes,  12. 
Dignan 
McCullough 
Ormond 
Pharazyn 

Noes,  7. 
Kelly 
Montgomery 


Bigg 
Stevens 
Swanson 
Williams. 


Buckley  Kelly  Reynolds 

Feldwick  Montgomery      Shrimski. 

Jennings 

Paib. 
For. 
Oliver. 

Majority  for,  S. 
Subsection  added  to  the  clause. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  elevek 
o'clock  p.m. 


Agaitut. 
Jenkinson. 
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HOUSE  OF  EEPEBSENTATIVES. 

Friday,  2Ut  September,  189i. 

tint  Beading— Taeluta  te  Tokoiti— Talta  Constable 
— Korth  Island  I'mnk  Bailway  —  Wellington 
lAnd-salea— Nortb  Canterbuiy  Charitable  Aid 
Board  — Fruit  Duty — Local  Bodies'  "Thirds" 
ud  "Fourths" — Awamoko  Dairy  Factory  — 
Amalgamation  of  Colonial  Bank  and  Bank  of 
New  Zealand— Feildlng  liibrary— Qradoated 
Taxation— Tax  on  Mortgages— Otago  Central 
Bailway— Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands 
Asqmsition  Bill. 

Vi.  Sfxaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatkbs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Tiunways  Bill. 

TAEKATA  TE  TOKOITI. 

Kr.  W.  KEIiLY  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
If  the  leoommeDdation  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Cominittee  of  last  session  on  the  petition  of 
TaekiUte  Tokoiti  has  been  carried  out?  If  not, 
il  it  tite  intention  of  the  Government  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation — namely,  Uiat 
tliia  petition  should  be  referred  to  the  Qovem- 
Btnt,  with  the  recommendation  that  an  inquiry 
Aonld  be  held  into  the  matter  at  Botorua? 
The  matter  had  been  before  the  House  on 
Hteial  occasions.  Last  session  'the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  had  made  a  reoommendsb- 
tioD  that  an  inquiry  should  be  held  into  the 
matter.  Nothing,  however,  had  been  done, 
end  be  withed  to  know  what  the  Government 
intended  to  do. 

lIr.S£DDON  said  nothing  had  been  done  as 
yet,  but  the  recommendation  of  the  C!ommittee 
Kogld  receive  every  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  who  would  go  into  the 
matter  carefully. 

TATTA  CONSTABLE. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, If  he  will  appoint  a  constable  for  the 
Tails  district,  in  the  Hutt  County  ?  This  was 
a  gloving  and  important  district,  and  he  had 
been  asked  by  some  of  the  residents  to  move  in 
tills  matter,  as  there  was  a  considerable  distance 
between  the  Lower  Hutt  and  the  Upper  Hutt. 

Ur.  SEDDON  was  afraid  that  the  Qovern- 
ment  wonld  not  be  able  to  comply  with  the 
bosoniable  gentleman's  request,  for,  from  in- 
fonoation  received,  it  appeared  that  the  Taita 
ms  included  in  the  Lower  Hutt  police  district, 
da  distance  from  the  Lower  Hutt  station  to 
the  Tuta  being  only  three  miles  and  a  half. 
Ibe  Lower  Hutt  constable,  who  was  a  mounted 
constable,  visited  the  Taita  four  times  a  week. 
Mo  complaints  had  been  received  of  want  of 
(oliee  supervision  in  the  district,  and  it  was 
not  considered  necessa^  at  present  to  open  a 
police-station  there.  Taking  the  population, 
and  camparing  it  with  other  parts  of  the 
district,  and  seeing  that  the  residents  there 
really,  as  far  as  he  could  gather,  were  very  law- 
abiduig,  he  did' not  think  there  was  any  neces- 
liiy  for  a  police-station :   in  fact,  be  beUeved  it 


would  be  rather  a  reflection  npon  them  to  open 
a  station  there. 

NOBTH  ISLAND  TBUNK  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  inform  the  House  of  the 
amount  now  owing  to  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Bailway  Loan  for  moneys  used  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  Native  land  under  the 
provisions  of  the  North  Island  Main  Tronic 
Bailway  Loan  Application  Act ;  and  if  he  will, 
out  of  the  £250,000  that  is  now  annually,  for 
a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands,  repay  to  the  credit  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway  such  sums 
of  money  as  have  been  taken  from  it  under  the 
above-named  Act,  and  thus  enable  provision  to 
be  made  upon  this  year's  estimates  for  tha 
further  construction  of  the  railway  for  which 
the  loan  was  originally  "  ear-marked  "  ?  Ha 
would  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  a  further  sum 
should  be  provided  for  the  construction  of  this 
railway.  The  Financial  Statement  showed 
that  the  only  sum  available  out  of  the  loan  for 
this  work  was  £79,000,  and  against  that  there 
were  liabilities  amounting  to  £29,000,  leaving 
only  £50,000  for  further  works  on  this  im- 
portant railway.  Seeing  that  the  Government 
were  providing  sums  of  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  railways  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony  which  were  not  of  so  much  importance 
from  a  colonial  point  of  view  as  this  one,  some- 
thing ought  really  to  be  done  for  this  line,  in 
order  that  the  Wellington  Provincial  District 
might  be  connected  by -rail  with  the  Auckland 
Provincial  District. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  see,  by  the  Bill  which  was 
presently  to  be  discussed,  that  the  Government 
were  only  asking  for  £250,000  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  Native  lands.  From  a  return 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  he  noticed  that 
£220,000  had  already  been  taken  out  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway  Loan  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  Native  lands.  The  pre- 
sent Government  had  not  taken  that  money : 
£100,000  had  been  taken  by  the  Stout- Vogel 
Government  and  £120,000  by  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment. If  the  present  Government  were 
to  be  called  upon  to  restore  these  two  sums  of 
money,  amounting  to  £220,000,  out  of  the 
£250,000,  it  would  leave  them  only  £30,000 
with  which  to  buy  Native  lands  this  year. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed over  three  years. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
were  asking,  in  the  Bill  he  hod  referred  to,  for 
money  for  one  year.  The  money  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  loan  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  to  restore  that  money  he  thought  it  would 
require  another  Aot  to  be  passed.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  far  better  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  asked  the  Government 
if  they  were  prepared  to  pass  another  Bill  to 
raise  this  £220,000  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
back  the  money.  At  any  rate,  he  might  inform 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  refund  the  £220,000  out  of  tha 
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amount  of  money  which  the  Govemmeut  was 
asking  the  House  to  authorise. 

WELLINGTON  LAND- SALES. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  instruct  the  Superintending  Surveyor 
and  Under-Secretary  for  Lands  to  consult  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  with  regard  to 
the  dates  of  land-sales  in  the  Wellington  Dis- 
trict before  printing  the  plans,  so  that  such 
sales  will  not  clash,  as  at  present,  with  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Land  Board?  He 
would  point  out  to  the  Minister  that  the  last 
three  land-sales  held  in  the  Wellington  District 
had  been  fixed  for  days  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ings of  a  Land  Board.  The  result  had  been 
great  inconvenience  to  a  number  of  people  who 
had  come  in  from  the  country  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Board.  He  thought  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  by  which  these 
sales  would  be  held  on  other  dates. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  dates  of  the 
land-sales  in  the  Wellington  District  were  fixed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  who  was 
also  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  for  that  gentleman  to  fix  dates 
which  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board.  However,  it  was  some- 
times necessary  for  plans  to  be  prepared,  and 
Proclamations  to  be  issued,  and  so  forth,  so 
that  it  was  not  always  possible  to  fix  the  exact 
dates  on  which  the  sales  should  be  held  very 
for  in  advance  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 
He  was  informed  by  the  department  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  the  members  of  the  Board  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  general  public. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioner. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  would  communi- 
cate with  the  Commissioner  and  see  if  some 
better  arrangement  could  not  be  made. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  that  some  of  the  sales  of 
land  were  held  outside  the  Town  of  Wellington 
— for  instance,  at  Waverley  and  other  places — 
and  when  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
was  away  at  those  sales  he  could  not  preside  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

NOBTH   CANTEBBURY   CHARITABLE 
AID  BOABD. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Government,  Will 
they  appoint  a  Commission  armed  with  full 
powers  to  inquire  into  the  serious  allegations 
made  against  the  North  Canterbury  Charitable 
Aid  Board  (1)  with  reference  to  the  high 
salaries  paid  to  officials,  and  (2)  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  charitable  relief  is  dispensed  ; 
and  so  satisfy  themselves  and  the  public  that, 
if  untrue,  an  unjust  stigma  may  be  lifted  from 
the  Board,  and,  if  true,  that  such  stops  may  be 
taken  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  speedy  and 
effective  change  in  the  administration  of  chari- 
table aid  ?  His  attention  had  been  drawn  to 
the  necessity  of  placing  a  question  of  this  kind 
on  the  Order  Paper  by  reason  of  certain  corre- 
spondence, and  also  certain  editorials,  which 
appeared  in  one  of  the  Christohuroh  papers; 
and,  furthermore,  the  allegations  made  in  those 
articles  and  letters  were  homo  out  to  some 
Hr,  J.  McKenHt 


extent  by  repeated  complaints  made  to  him  1>7 
certain  persons  in  Ghristchurch.  If  the  allega- 
tions were  unfounded,  it  was  only  a  matter  of 
justice  that  the  Board  should  be  relieved  of 
the  stigma  which  had  been  cast  upon  it. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  Government  could 
not  appoint  a  Boyal  Commission  becaase  then 
were  certain  rumours  in  the  air.  He  might 
say  that  efforts  had  been  meide  more  than  onu 
to  ascertain  whether  there  was  anything  in 
tho  statement  made,  anonymously,  conceming 
the  Charitable  Aid  Board,  but  they  bad  never 
been  able  to  get  any  evidence.  Were  specific 
charges  made,  he  would  certainly  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  asking  tho  Cabinet  to 
appoint  a  Boyal  Commission,  or  he  would  taka 
some  other  means  of  having  the  matter  in- 
quired into. 

FRUIT  DUTVr. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  Government  intend  this  session  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  increase  the  duty  upon  fruit,  as 
announced  in  the  Financial  Statement,  or  if 
this  part  of  their  policy  has  been  finsJly  aban- 
doned? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  wooU 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  the  policy  propounded 
in  the  Financial  Statement.  If  circumstanoei 
prevented  their  carrying  out  the  whole  of  that 
policy  this  "session  they  would  regret  it,  but 
whatever  they  did  would  bear  good  fruit. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  "  THIRDS  "  AND 
"  FOURTHS." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  In  what  account  annexed  to  the 
Financial  Statement  is  included  the  sum  of 
£28,799  8s.  lOd.,  held  on  account  of  local 
bodies  in  respect  of  "  thirds"  and  "fourths" 
on  the  81st  March  last  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  account  was  not  in- 
cluded in  any  table  attached  to  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  di 
Lands,  If  he  has  yet  had  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  as  to  whether  moneys  deposited 
on  account  of  surveys  on  the  selection  of  tm- 
surveyed  land  should  be  subject  to  contribu- 
tions of  "  thirds  "  or  "  fourths  "  (according  to 
tenure)  to  the  local  bodies  interested ;  and,  if 
such  opinion  has  been  obtained,  whether  ^a 
Minister  has  any  objection  to  inform  the  House 
of  the  effect  of  such  opinion  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  reply  of  the  Law  Officers  of  tha 
Crown.  When  he  did  receive  it  he  would  let 
the  honourable  gentleman  know. 

AWAMOKO  DAIRY  FACTORY. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Whether,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  the  settlers  in  the  district  of 
Awamoko,  North  Otago,  he  has  given  or  will 
give  directions  to  one  of  tha  dairy  experts  to 
proceed  to  that  locality  to  advise  the  settlers 
as  to  the  best  steps  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  a  dairy  factory  7  He  had 
the  honour  on  the  previous  day  to  hand  to  the 
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Umister  of  Ijancis  a  telegram  from  a  gentleman 
-well  known  to  the  honourable  member,  asking 
tb&t  eome  assistance  should  be  given  to  the 
setUeis  in  that  district  in  establishing  a  dairy 
factory.  He  need  scarcely  point  out  that, 
omug  to  the  low  price  of  grain,  farmers  in 
Canterbury  bad  had  to  cl^^ngo  very  much  their 
syttem  of  farming,  and  go  in  more  for  dairying : 
in  fact,  he  thought  that  was  going  to  bo  their 
talration.  As  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
very  great  interest  in  his  department,  he  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  press  him  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  settlers. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  already 
^Ten  instructions,  and  an  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  sent  to  Awamoko. 

AMAIiGASIATION  OP  COLONIAL  BANK 
AND  BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Ur.  O'BEGAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If,  before  Parliament  is  asked  to  consider  the 
proposed  amalgamation  between  the  Colonial 
Bank  and  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  the  Go- 
Temment  will  place  clearly  before  this  House 
the  present  value  and  nature  of  the  assets  of 
each  bank,  and  the  amount  each  has  invested 
in  real  estate  (1)  within  the  colony  and  (2) 
vitbont  the  colony?  Also,  will  the  Govern- 
ment  obtain,  for  the  information  of  members, 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  present  value 
of  inch  real  estate  ?  Also,  if  the  Government 
will  at  once  refer  the  memorandum  of  amal- 
gamation of  these  two  banks  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  for  investigation  and  report? 
He  was  prepared  to  hear  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
say  this  wels  too  large  an  order.  No  doubt 
it  was  a  very  large  order,  but  it  would  place 
before  honourable  members  some  idea  of  what 
they  were  asked  to  undertake  if  it  was  pro- 
posed to  amalgamate  those  two  banks.  Al- 
thoogh  it  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  get 
this  information,  still  honourable  members 
ihonld  have  it  before  they  were  asked  to  dis- 
cuss, much  more  to  sanction,  the  proposal  to 
amalgamate  the  banks.  He  might  state  that 
there  was  a  slight  inaccuracy  in  the  question. 
In  the  assets  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  he 
meant  also  to  include  the  value  of  "  the  globo 
assets."  Even  if  the  question  were  not  an- 
swered so  satisfactorily  as  be  should  like,  still 
it  wonld  show  the  House  what  a  gigantic  mat- 
ter this  was,  and  his  fellow-members  would  see 
that  they  were  asked  to  take  a  step  in  the  dark, 
unless  placed  in  possession  of  the  information 
he  sought. 

Ur.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
was  introducing  matter  highly  argumentative, 
which  would  be  quite  suitable  in  making  a 
motion,  but  not  in  asking  a  question. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  did  not  wish  to  introduce 
Mgnmentative  matter,  but  he  wished  to  point 
oat  that  unless  they  had  the  information 
alluded  to  they  would  be  taking  a  step  in  the 
dark. 

Ur.  WARD  said  he  hod  stated  the  other  day 
that  the  Government  bod  this  matter  under 
ooneideration,  and  until  they  had  come  to  a 
decision  he  could  not  give  an  answer  to  the 
qnestion. 


Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Government 
would  give  the  House  more  information  as  to 
when  they  intended  dealing  with  this  question. 
A  circular  had  been  issued  calling  a  meeting  of 
shareholders  of  the  Colonial  Bank  for  the  26th 
instant. 

Mr.  WARD  hoped  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  give  the  House  the  information  before 
that  date. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— And  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  had  no  Bill  at  present. 
Perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  had  better 
wait  till  the  information  was  given. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  know  what 
was  the  answer  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
the  last  part  of  the  question — namely,  if  the 
Government  will  at  once  refer  the  memoran- 
dum of  amalgamation  of  these  two  banks  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  for  investiga- 
tion and  report. 

Mr.  WARD  said  his  reply  must  be  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  reply  he  had  on  a  previous 
occasion  given  to  a  question  pat  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston — namely,  until 
the  Government  had  considered  the  memoran- 
dum and  had  arrived  at  a  decision  upon  it 
they  would  not  refer  it  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee. 

FEILDING  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  the  Government  will  vest  in  the  Feild- 
ing  Borough  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  public  library,  an  area  of  land  sufficient 
for  that  purpose  out  of  the  land  upon  which 
the  Courthouse  stands  in  the  said  borough? 
The  Courthouse  stood  in  an  allotment  of  about 
half  an  acre,  which  was  a  great  deal  more  than 
was  necessary  for  the  purpose.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to  vest  a 
small  portion  of  the  land  in  the  library  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  land  surrounding  the 
Courthouse  was  only  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  and 
Feilding  was  such  a  flourishing  township,  snr- 

q  Q  rounded  by  such  a  growing  district,  and 
it  was  so  obvious  that  the  town  must 
progress,  and  that  a  larger  Courthouse  would 
be  required  there,  that  the  Government  did  not 
think  it  desirable  to  part  with  any  portion  of 
the  reserve. 

GRADUATED  TAXATION. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Whether  he  will  consider  the  equity  and 
justice  of  applying  the  graduated  system  of 
taxation  to  all  properties  held  in  this  colony 
of  a  higher  value  than  £210,000,  so  as  more 
equally  to  distribute  taxation  on  the  shoulders 
of  those  better  able  to  bear  it  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  there  were  three 
taxpayers  in  the  colony  with  lands  of  a  higher 
unimproved  value  than  £210,000.  One  of  them 
paid  graduated  tax  on  £812,982,  another  on 
£676,243,  and  the  third  on  £346,811,  the  rate 
in  each  case  being  2d.  in  the  pound.  The 
Government  had  not  considered  as  to  whether 
it  was  desirable  to  increase  the  amount  beyond 
£210,000.    It  was  not  proposed  at  present. 
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TAX  ON  MOBTGAGES. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
■urer,  Whether  he  will  consider  the  propriety 
and  faimcBs  of  relieving  taxpayers  of  payment 
on  mortgages  under  the  graduated  system  of 
taxation,  in  like  manner  as  the  primary  and 
ordinary  taxation  under  the  direct  system  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  matter  was  one  which 
vas  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
and  he  might  say  it  was  proposed  to  make 
an  alteration  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
That  alteration  would  be  seen  when  the  Land 
and  Income  Assessment  Bill  was  circulated. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  supply  correct  information  of  the 
actual  balance  now  due  and  owing  from  the 
several  large  sums  set  apart  by  difierent  Go- 
vernments, and  specially  placed  under  the  sup- 
posed bond  fide  scheme  of  oeing  "  ear- marked," 
lor  the  purpose  of  promoting  and  carrying  on 
the  Otago  Central  Kailway-line,  after  deduct- 
ing all  moneys  that  have  been  really  expended 
on  the  said  railway  -  line  since  any  of  the 
moneys  referred  to  was  first  "  ear-marked  "  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  with  a  view  of  assisting 
the  honourable  member  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information,  and  so  as  to  save  a  return  being 
asked  for,  he  had  requested  the  department  to 
give  him  some  details  as  to  the  amount  "  ear- 
marked "  for  expenditure  on  the  Otago  Central 
line  and  of  the  amount  expended.  The  only 
amounts  specially  borrowed  and  "  ear-marked  " 
for  the  Otago  Central  were  as  follow:  "Loan 
Act,  1882,"  £800,000;  "Loan  Act,  1886," 
£140,000;  "Loan  Act,  1888,"  £85,000;  per- 
manent-way, et  cetera,  £80,000 :  total,  £605,000. 
The  total  expenditure  on  the  line  to  the  Slst 
March  last  amounted  to  £621,719,  in  addition 
to  which  a  further  amount  of  £15,504  was 
chargeable  for  rolling-stock,  making  a  gross 
total  of  £637,228 :  so  that  not  only  had  the 
total  amount  "  ear-marked  "  been  expended 
upon  it,  but  £32,228  had  been  found  in  ad- 
dition. 

LANDS  IMPROVEMENT  AND  NATIVE 
LANDS  ACQUISITION  BILL. 

Mr.  3.  McKEN2IE. — In  rising  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  may  say  it  is  one 
of  those  peaceful  measures  which  I  have  no 
doubt  every  member  of  the  House  will  support. 
Honourable  members  know  that  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  brought  down  by  my  colleague 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  be  outlined  the  fact  that 
the  two  sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  pre- 
paration of  land  for  settlement  and  for  purchase 
of  Native  land  were  to  be  asked  for  under  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House,  and  I  think,  of  all  the 
measures  indicated  in  that  Statement,  this  one 
ought  to  be  the  most  acceptable  to  the  House. 
Therefore  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  at  any  great  length  in 
expatiating  on  the  profits  and  benefits  to  be 
derived  by  the  colony  through  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  Honourable  members  must  be 
aware  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  colonisation  in  a  young  country 


like  this  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  there  has  been  no  period  in  the 
history  of  the  colony  when  it  was  more  necea- 
sary  to  make  ample  provision  for  roads  and 
bridges  in  the  colony  than  it  is  at  present. 
In  evidence  of  that,  I  would  point  out  to  the 
House  that  at  the  present  moment  applications 
are  before  the  Government  for  three  times  the 
amount  of  money  that  is  set  forth  here  as 
being  proposed  for  roads  and  bridges.  In  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  and  to  give  even  any- 
thing like  justice  to  the  various  claims  that 
have  been  made  on  the  colony  to  open  op 
Crown  lands  by  roads  and  bridges,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  this  amount  of  money  along 
with  the  other  sums  we  have  at  our  disposaL 
Sir,  there  are  provisions  in  this  Bill  not  only 
for  roads  and  bridges  to  open  up  Crown  lands 
which  we  are  at  the  present  time  disposing  of, 
and  which  are  already  being  surveyed  for  the 
purpose  of  being  disposed  of,  but  also  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  lands  we  may  acquire  ai 
any  time.  There  is  also  provision  in  the  Bill 
to  the  effect  that  a  certain  proportion  of  this 
money  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  impioT- 
ing  land  before  putting  settlers  on  it.  Liast 
year  we  took  a  vote  for  that  purpose,  and  we 
have  made  a  commencement  in  that  way,  ajid 
so  far  as  that  commencement  has  gone  it  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  we  intend  to  extend 
that  system  of  improving  land  by  felling  bush, 
grassing  it,  and  then  disposing  of  it  to  settlers, 
who  can  get  work,  so  that  we  may  help  these 
men  and  give  them  a  start  on  their  own  farms, 
after  which  they  will  have  to  pay  to  the  Grown 
interest  on  the  value  of  the  money  so  spent  in 
making  improvements,  and  which  is  to  be  added 
to  the  capital  value  of  the  lands.  Then,  we  have 
in  contemplation  in  this  matter  the  starting  o{ 
several  others  of  these  improved  farm  settle- 
ments, some  of  them  in  the  North  Island, 
some  of  them  in  the  extreme  north,  some  of 
them  in  the  Wellington  District,  some  in 
Otago,  and,  in  fact,  all  over  the  colony  we  wish 
to  have  a  few  of  these  settlements.  Honour- 
able members  will  understand  that  the  amount 
of  money  we  can  use  for  this  purpose  will,  to 
a  certain  extent,  be  limited.  It  cannot  be  & 
very  large  sum,  and  the  work  cannot  go  on  vexy 
fast ;  but  still  we  think  it  is  one  of  those  workai 
which  will  pay  the  colony  eventually  very  well 
to  go  into,  and  one  of  those  works  through 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  get  a  large  number 
of  people  placed  on  the  land.  Then,  there  is 
the  question  of  village  settlements.  We  are 
getting  a  good  many  more  village  settlements 
established  throughout  the  country,  and  they 
want  some  assistance  to  start  upon  the  first 
year  or  two,  and  that  also  will  be  provided  foe 
cut  of  the  moneys  in  the  first  part  of  this  Bill. 
Then,  Sir,  with. regard  to  this  Bill,  honour- 
able members  will  see  that  it  is  divided  into 
three  Parts.  The  First  Part  provides  for  a 
sum  of  £250,000  for  roads  and  bridges,  and 
for  improved  lands,  as  I  have  already  stated. 
Honourable  members  will  see,  moreover,  that 
all  the  money  uudcr  this  Part  of  the  Bill  will 
have  to  bo  voted  by  Parliament.  The  Minis- 
ter of  the  day  will  have  to  bring  estimates 
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beton  the  House,  and  the  approval  of  the 
House  itHI  have  to  be  given  before  the  moDey 
eau  be  expended,  and  the  House  itself  will 
have  full  control  over  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  about  clause  9 
and  the  ptoviso  to  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Clause  9  states  where 
the  mone;  is  to  be  put  when  raised.  It  is  to  be 
placed  in  a  certain  fond  called  the  Lands  Im- 
provement Account,  and  iu  order  to  be  paid  out 
of  that  account  it  must  first  be  appropriated  by 
Parliament.  Honourable  members  will  see  by 
sections  3  and  1  that  Parliament  will  have  first 
to  approve  of  the  money  before  any  of  it  can  be 
paid  to  any  one.  This  Fart  of  the  Bill  does  not 
wply  to  Native  lands.  It  is  in  the  Second  Part 
that  ne  make  provision  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  and  honourable  members  will,  I 
am  sure,  agree  with  me  that  there  is  no  object 
to  vhich  \Fe  could  better  apply  any  money  at 
our  disposal.  And,  when  I  explain  to  the  House 
that  ve  have  at  the  present  time  under  nego- 
tiation very  large  areas  of  Native  lands,  it  will 
he  seen  by  honourable  members  that  it  is  im- 
poadUe  to  close  these  negotiations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  these  Native  lands  without  having  the 
meins  to  do  it  with.  We  have  in  the  King- 
couotiy  an  area  of  from  seven  to  eight  hundred 
thousand  acres  under  negotiation,  ajid  wo  have 
in  theGisbomo  and  Wskiapu  district  from  five  to 
fixhnndred  thousand  acres  under  negotiation. 
We  have  of  the  Awarua  Block  a  balance  of 
a  hondred  and  thirty  thousand  axsres,  over  axid 
aboTe  what  we  have  already  purchased,  under 
Bigotiatian.  We  have  under  negotiation  in 
the  Wanganui  district  three  hundred  thousand 
acres.  These  are  some  of  the  larger  areas  that 
m  hare  under  negotiation.  But  in  addition 
to  Uiese  there  are  areas  iu  other  parts  of  the 
edony,  not  so  large  in  extent,  but  which 
will  be  of  very  great  importance  with  regard 
to  settlement  to  those  parts  of  the  colony 
yiimn  the  land  is  situated.  Then,  to  com- 
plete these  negotiations,  and  to  successfully 
cany  out  the  desire  which  I  am  sure  this 
House  must  feel — namely,  to  bring  these  large 
anas  of  Native  land  into  a  more  productive 
state  than  they  are  in  at  the  present  time — it 
will  be  necessary  to  set  aside  a  portion  of  this 
iBoneyiortbe  purchase  of  Native  lands,  for  the 
poipose  of  reading  the  land  and  making  it  ac- 
eesiible  for  settlement,  to  pay  for  surveys,  and 
10  forth.  Part  III.  makes  provision  for  raising 
these  bmds,  and  states  how  the  moneys  are  to 
be  provided,  and  so  on.  On  the  whole,  Sir, 
I  think  honourable  members  will  agree  that 
ttii  Bill  will  meet  tlieir  views,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  in  connection  with  the 
mads  and  bridges,  honourable  members  will 
admit  that  we  have  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
demands  in  the  various  portioQS  of  the  colony ; 
but  we  find  that  there  will  not  be  Buffioient 
funds  to  go  on  without  some  assistsmce  of  this 
Bsture.  I  may  say  it  is  useless,  in  my  opinion, 
to  jdsce  people  on  the  land  unless  you  provide 
tiiUB  vith  the  means  to  get  to  and  from  their 
holdings.  You  may  place  settlers  on  a  block 
of  bnsb-Iaod ;  but  to  keep  them  there  success- 
fully, and  to  enable  the  district  to  progress,  we 


shall  have  to  give  them  the  means  to  get  into- 
their  country.  Without  that,  I  am  afraid  it- 
will  simply  mean  a  lingering  death  to  them. 
Several  amendments  will  be  necessary  in  Com- 
mittee to  provide  for  the  more  easy  working  of 
the  measure,  which  were  somehow  overlooked 
when  the  Bill  was  drafted.  I  shall  also  bo- 
proparcd  to  accept  any  reasonable  amend- 
ments that  honourable  members  may  see  fit 
to  propose.  I  hope,  Sir,  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Sir,  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  ofiering  any  opposition  to  the^ 
Bill,  which  I  consider  is  a  desirable  one,  and 
one  that  will  meet  with  approval  in  all  coun- 
try districts  throughout  the  whole  of  the  North 
Island  and  parts  of  the  South  Island.  But 
to  judge  from  the  remarks  of  the  Minister  in 
moving  the  second  reading,  we  should  be  led  to 
suppose  that  the  mqpey  proposed  to  be  raised 
under  the  Bill  for  the  purposes  of  reading  and 
bridging  is  not  as  it  was  originally  intended  to 
be — namely,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
roads  and  bridges  through  lands  acquired  by 
the  Crown  for  the  purpose  of  settlement,  or  to 
give  access  to  such.  The  Minister  stated  that 
he  had  received  applications  for  votes  for  three 
times  the  amount  proposed  to  be  raised  under 
the  present  Bill.     I  notice  that  clauso  3  says, — 

"  The  Minister  shall,  as  soon  as  convenientlj 
may  be  after  the  opening  of  each  session,  lay 
beforo  Parliament  estimates  of  the  cost  of  such 
of  the  aforesaid  works  as  he  proposes  to  con- 
struct out  of  the  funds  available  and  appro-, 
priated  therefor,  as  hereinafter  provided." 

And  in  clause  9  there  is  a  rather  peculiar 
proviso,  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  as  it  is.    The  proviso  is  as  follows : — 

"Provided  that  any  payments  on  account- 
of  the  construction  of  works  under  this  Part 
of  this  Act,  begun  or  completed  since  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March  in  the  now  current 
year,  may  be  made  from  the  said  Lands  Im- 
provement Account  under  this  Act,  notwith- 
standing that  such  payments  may  have  been 
advanced  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  or 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  the  amount 
of  such  payments  may  be  transferred  occoi-d- 
ingly." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  had  that  before 
you  this  session  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  — Where  is  the  esti- 
mate? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  is  meant  to  cover 
the  expenditure  that  has  been  going  on  in 
connection  with  opening  Crown  lemds  and  for 
roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  I  want  to  under- 
stand is,  whetlior  the  money  proposed  to  be- 
raised  under  the  Bill  is  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  roads  and  bridges  in  settled 
districts,  or  is  only  to  be  borrowed  to  make 
roads  and  bridges  through  Crown  lands,  and  to- 
give  access  to  such. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes;  to  give  access  to 
Crown  lands. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  think  it  should  ba 
made  a  little  more  clear,  because  under  th» 
Bill  it  seems  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  construct- 
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ing  other  roads  and  bridges;  which  I  do  not 
think  is  at  all  desirable.  As  to  the  means  to 
be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  Native 
lands  I  entirely  agree,  and  I  also  agree  with 
the  proposition  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  a 
portion  of  the  money  so  raised  may  be  used  for 
opening  up  roads  and  making  bridges  to  give 
access  to  those  lauds,  because  the  Minister 
'would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  work  of 
colonisation  without  such  power.  There  are 
several  matters  of  detail  in  connection  with 
the  Bill  that  need  to  be  amended,  but  these 
are  simply  Committee  objections,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  help  the  Minister  in  every  way 
I  can  to  make  the  Bill  a  workable  measure. 
Although  it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
loan  Bill,  it  will  enable  good  work  to  be 
effected. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— Sir,  it  cannot,  at  any  rate, 
be  said  that  this  is  not  a  borrowing  Bill.  We 
beard  of  other  Bills  that  they  were  not  bor- 
rowing Bills — they  were  simply  raising  money 
for  a  specific  purpose.  This  is  a  Bill  providing 
for  the  borrowing  of  half  a  million  :  and  the 
House  seems  to  take  half-millions  nowadays 
Tery  lightly.  Sir,  I  would  point  out  one  or 
two  things  that  I  am  surprised  the  Minister 
of  Lands  did  not  explain  to  the  House.  This 
is  apart  from  the  question  of  borrowing,  which 
I  shall  refer  to  later  on,  I  should  like  honour- 
able members  to  read  sections  i  and  5  of  this 
Bill.  Do  they  see  what  these  sections  mean  ? 
They  are  these  : — 

"  Any  person  may  by  agreement  with  the 
Minister  settle  upon  any  Grown  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  or  otherwise  improving  the 
same  upon  such  terms  as  to  advances  or  other- 
wise as  may  be  agreed  on,  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  may,  when  authorised  by  Parliament, 
make  all  such  advances  out  of  moneys  avail- 
able under  this  Act. 

"Any  person  who  settles  on  and  improves 
such  lands  pursuant  to  any  such  agreement  as 
aforesaid  has  a  prior  right  to  a  license  or  lease, 
under  Port  III.  of  '  The  Land  Act,  1892,'  of  so 
much  or  such  portion  of  those  lands  as  may  bo 
flefiiied  by  regulations  under  this  Act,  but  not 
of  any  area  greater  than  tliat  prescribed  in  the 
said  Act." 

That  means  that  the  Minister  may  agree 
with  any  person  he  likes. 

Mr.  3.  McKEliZIE.— It  means  the  improved 
farms  we  are  carrying  on  now. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  listen  to  me  I  will  tell  him  what  it  means. 
It  means  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  may  under 
this  Bill  set  aside  for  a  man  640  acres  of  first- 
class  land,  and  that  the  Treasurer  may  make 
any  advances  he  chooses  to  make  to  him  out 
of  this  money  to  be  borrowed,  and  when  the 
improvements  ore  made  this  man  is  to  be 
allowed  to  get  this  piece  of  land  without  com- 
petition. 

Mr.  BELL. — Tho  Treasurer  has  paid  for 
them,  not  the  man. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Exactly.    But  he  is  to  have 

a  prior  right.    It  is  an  amendment  of  the  Land 

Act.    It  is  giving  the  Minister  power  to  allow 

a  man  to  take  over  lands  for  any  term,  and 

Mr.  ilitcJieUon 


on  any  terms,  and  receive  part  of  any  mos^ 
that  the  Minister  and  the  Colonial  Treasure 
pleases,  and  without  complying  with  the  Lud 
Act  or  any  other  Act  in  existence.  I  b»t,  Sir, 
there  never  was  such  a  section  proposed  in  u 
Act  before.  Why,  the  Czar  of  Russia  would  not 
propose  such  a  thing  without  consniticg  lb 
nobles.  And  yet  not  a  single  word  was  aid 
about  it  when  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
was  moved. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  suppose  the  Eogsi 
will  agree  to  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  Minister  has  the  poTO, 
I  quite  admit.  Ho  has  a  majority  in  tlu 
House,  and  this  is  called  a  policy  Bill,  and  h 
their  followers  will  swallow  anything  that  ii 

Proposed ,  no  matter  what  their  opinions  mij 
e,  or  what  their  pledges  may  have  beei. 
I  ask  this  House  to  look  at  these  section. 
Is  it  right  to  give  any  Minister  of  the  Gion 
power  to  make  such  an  agreement  withogl 
any  proper  safeguards  being  provided  ?  Then 
should  have  been  some  explanation  given  vha 
the  second  reading  was  moved.  I  now  wut 
further  to  point  out  this  :  that  this  Bill  it  not 
limited  in  regard  to  its  roads  and  bridge*  te 
opening  up  Crown  lands.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
House  knows  the  history  of  this  roads-asd- 
bridges  construction  system  that  we  have  teen 
on  the  floor  of  this  House.  It  was  originally 
proposed  in  1877.  Prior  to  that  it  was  stateif 
that  we  should  not  hear  the  name  of  mit 
and  bridges  in  this  Parliament  except  for  thr 
purpose  of  congratulation.  I  think  I  am  quot- 
ing the  words  of  one  Financial  Statement. 
This  road-making  was  all  to  be  managed  by 
our  local  bodies.  The  Counties  Act  was  til 
deal  with  this  work,  and  it  was  to  cease  to  la 
a  function  of  the  Legislature.  In  1877  it  vu 
pointed  out  that  in  dealing  with  these  lacdl 
that  were  far  removed  from  settlement  then 
was  absolute  necessity  for  spending  a  sum  i^ 
money  for  opening  up  Crown  lands  for  sile 
and  the  sum  of  £50,000  was  asked  for  bv  thi 
then  Minister  of  Lands,  Mr.  Donald  Reid,  fo 
that  purpose.  What  has  this  amounted  np 
now  ?  Year  after  year  it  has  increased ;  an 
now  we  are  to  have  no  less  than  a  quarter  o 
a  million  of  borrowed  money  spent  absobtel, 
for  this  purpose.  How  has  such  money  bea 
used  ?  I  am  not  making  any  charge  again! 
this  Ministry,  but  I  say  that  ever  since  almost 
1877  the  money  has  not  been  spent  on  roai 
for  opening  up  Crown  lands  in  the  strict  senil 
of  that  term.  Honeys  have  been  sometime 
spent  on  roads  miles  and  miles  removed  froii 
Crown  lauds.  Now,  it  may  be  said  that  i 
you  make  a  main  road  it  is  bound  to  open  nj 
Crown  lands.  There  is  an  old  proverb  whid 
says  all  roads  lead  to  Rome,  and  I  suppose  i 
you  make  a  main  street  in  a  town  miles  an 
from  Crown  lands  it  would  be  said  that  "^" 
is  opening  up  Crown  lands.  But  that  is 
the  strict  meaning  of  the  provision  in  this  Bil 
for  I  venture  to  say  that,  when  the  pnUii 
works  estimates  come  down  with  allocations^ 
roads,  more  than  half  the  money  that  is  t 
be  voted  for  this  year  will  not  be  spent  toope 
up  Crown  lands  for  sole  at  all,  out  will  bl 
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gpent  in  varions  parts  of  the  colony.  We  have 
only  to  take  up  the  public-works  estimates  for 
the  last  ten  years  and  it  will  be  found  that 
Tote  after  vote  for  roads  and  bridges  is  not  to 
opennp  Crown  lands  at  all.  Now,  I  want  to 
point  oat  bow  this  Bill  is  drawn.  I  understand 
that  {he  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  getting 
the  drafting  altered.  Will  honourable  mem- 
bers look  at  clause  2,  and  then  go  down  to 
claitEes  8,  9,  and  10  ?  From  a  draftsman's  point 
of  view  they  are  all  wrong.  All  that  need  have 
been  said  in  this  Bill  was  simply  this :  that  the 
nun  of  J£250,00O  was  to  be  raised  for  roads  and 
ttiidges  and  other  works  for  opening  up  Crown 
lands  for  sale.  That  ought  to  have  been  put 
into  one  clause.    How  does  this  clause  2  read  ? 

"The  works  contemplated  by  this  Part  of 
ttiii  Act  are  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  roads  and  bridges,  the  preparation  of  lands 
for  settlement,  and  such  other  works  incidental 
thereto  as  the  Minister  of  Lands,  hereafter 
called  '  the  Minister,'  may,  with  the  approval 
ol  Failiamcnt,  think  necessary." 

3  30  ^'bU,  then,  section  8  provides  that— 
'  "  Oat  of  the  moneys  hereinafter  au- 
thoiittd  to  be  raised,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thontand  pounds  shall,  as  and  when  raised,  be 
paid  into  the  Public  Account,  and  be  thence 
tranafened  by  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  a 
sepuate  account,  called  '  The  Lands  Improve- 
ment Account.'  " 

Ai:d  then,  section  9  refers  to  the  application 
of  the  money,  as  follows : — 

"The  moneys  in  the  said  Lands  Improve- 
.ment  Account  are  applicable  only  for  the 
constraction  of  the  works  and  the  payment  of 
the  sums  for  which  money  is  appropriated  by 
Parliament  for  the  purposes  of  this  Part  of  this 
Act." 

Then  comes  the  proviso  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden  referred  to,  and  the 
abject  of  which  I  shall  mention  in  a  minute, 
I  Eobmit,  Sir,  that  the  getting  of  this  money  is 
to  be  done  in  a  very  peculiar,  roundabout  way. 
I  iubmit  that  if  the  money  is  to  be  borrowed 
for  such  a  purpose  it  ought  to  be  so  defined, 
either  for  opening  up  Grown  lands  for  settle- 
meat,  or  the  amount  ought  to  have  been 
stated  for  general  contribution  to  roads  and 
bridges.  That  is  not  done.  Under  this  Bill 
there  is  no  limit.  The  Minister  may  spend  the 
whole  £250,000  if  he  pleases,  and  not  spend  a 
peimy  on  roads  opening  up  Crown  lands  for 
nle.  I  apprehend  that  is  not  the  meaning  of 
what  this  Bill  should  be.  The  money  is  to  be 
borrowed  in  the  first  instance  from  the  Post 
Office,  the  Government  Insurance,  and  the 
Public  Trust.  If  they  cannot  supply  it,  then  it 
comes  from  the  Public  Works  Fund  :  there  is 
not  much  there.    Clause  10  reads, — 

"  Any  moneys  appropriated  to  speciBc  roads 
or  bridges  under  this  Part  of  this  Act  may  be 
paid  over  wholly  or  partly  to  the  local  au- 
thority in  whose  district  the  works  are 
•itaated,  or  under  whose  control  such  works 
•le  nsnally  performed,  upon  such  terms  and 
eonditioni  as  the  Minister  may  in  each  case 
determine  by  agreement." 

The  point  is  this :  Under  this  section,  where 


is  the  specific  appropriation  ?  There  is  nona 
in  the  Bill.  Then,  there  is  the  other  point 
about  raising  the  money.  Half  a  million  is  to 
be  raised  locally.  Well,  what  will  happen  ?  It 
is  to  be  raised  locally  at  4  per  cent.,  and 
then  power  is  taken  to  convert  tbis  in  London. 
That  is  what  is  called  "sly  borrowing":  yoit 
may  create  the  debt  here,  hold  it  only  for  six 
months,  and  then  take  it  to  London,  convert 
it,  and  instead  of  calling  it  borrowing  you  call  it 
a  conversion  operation,  and  the  London  peoplft 
are  asked  not  to  lend  you  money,  but  to  con- 
vert your  bonds.  The  same  thing  that  was 
done  in  regard  to  the  Cheviot  purchase  will  b» 
done  here.  I  do  not  see  why  we  are  going  in 
this  roundabout  way.  Why  not  go  to  London 
at  once  and  borrow  the  money  at  8^  per  cent.  ? 
Why  issue  bonds  here,  and  then  go  to  London 
and  pay  for  the  conversion  of  those  bonds? 
You  can  do  it  much  more  economically  by  going 
at  once  to  London  and  asking  for  a  loan  at  3}  per 
cent.  This  scheme  is  what  has  been  properly 
termed  "  sly  borrowing."  I  do  not  think  we 
need  half  a  million  for  this  purpose.  We  can- 
not afford  it.  What  does  it  mean  ?  It  means 
that  we  are  to  pay  £20,000  of  interest  annually. 
We  are  to  practically  add  to  our  interest  ac- 
count £20,000  per  annum,  saying  nothing  about 
sinking  fund.  Now,  it  has  been  said  we  shall 
get  Native  lands  for  it.  No  doubt  you  do ;  but 
what  becomes  of  the  money  you  get  from  the 
Native  lands?  That  money  is  taken  into  th» 
Consolidated  Fund  and  used  for  your  ordinary 
purposes.  It  does  not  go  in  redemption  of 
your  debentures  ;  and  hence  this  will  come  to 
be  a  permanent  debt  on  the  colony.  You  get 
nothing  in  return  for  the  money  you  spend 
upon  roads  and  in  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  so  far  as  redemption  of  your  debt  is 
concerned.  It  becomes  a  permanent  debt.  It 
is  true  that  under  this  Bill  this  is  to  be  for 
only  one  year.  But  what  does  that  mean  ?  It 
means  that  next  year  we  shall  need  the  same 
amount  of  money ;  and  what  is  the  House  asked 
to  do  ?  The  House  is  asked  to  add  to  the  per- 
manent debt  of  the  colony  half  a  million  a 
year.  It  means  £20,000  in  interest  in  each  year. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  you  will  get  a  return 
from  that  in  the  lands,  and  in  your  reading. 
No  doubt,  if  the  money  is  spent  on  roads,  et 
cetera,  it  increases  the  productive-power  of  the 
colony ;  but  can  the  colony  afford  to  go  on 
increasing  its  permanent  debt,  and  pay  £20,000 
a  year  more  for  those  purposes  ?  I  do  not 
think  you  can,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it 
is  wise  that  such  a  large  sum  as  this  should  be 
borrowed  ;  and  I  hope  that  when  the  Bill  geta 
into  Committee  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
Sbgree  to  reduce  the  amount.  If  he  says  our 
ordinary  Consolidated  Fund  cannot  afiord  suffi- 
cient money  to  be  spent  on  roads  and  bridges 
and  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  then  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  limit  the 
amount  now  asked  for.  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  Government  has  ever  asked  for  such  a  largo 
amount  to  be  spent  in  one  year  on  such  a  pur- 
pose. This  is  the  first  time  in  this  colony  whea 
£250,000  has  been  asked  for  for  roads  and 
bridges  out  of  borrowed  money,  and  £230,000 
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{or  the  parehase  of  Native  lands.    Go  and  look 

At  all  the  past  borrowing  Bills,  and  yoa  will  not 
find  any  such  large  snm  as  this  set  apart  for 
these  purposes  in  one  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  had  thought  that,  at 
all  events,  this  Bill  would  have  met  with  the 
Approval  of  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
-City,  but  it  appears  there  is  nothing  the  Govern- 
ment can  do,  no  measure  that  they  con  bring 
forward,  but  meets  with  his  hostility  and  ad- 
Terse  criticism.  The  honourable  member  Icnows 
very  well  that  this  is  not  borrowing.  They  say, 
of  course,  that  laughing  is  catching,  and  so  is 
-crying :  probably  the  honourable  member  may 
Jiot  laugh  wheu  I  have  finished.  I  say  that,  if 
the  honourable  member  had  taken  the  House 
into  his  confidence  as  he  should,  he  must  know 
that  under  the  Native  Land  Purchases  Act  now 
we  are  entitled  to  raise  £20,000  a  year  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  Native  lands. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Not  £250,000. 

Mr.  SEDDUN.— That,  I  believe,  runs  fur  this 
and  another  two  years,  and  consequently  we 
are  entitled  by  law  to  raise  £150,000  for  this 

fnrpose.  Now,  what  is  asked  for  this  purpose 
say  in  justice  to  the  North  Island  must  be 
done.  We  have  the  land  oflered  by  the  Natives. 
The  opportunity  is  there.  We  can  get  the  land 
at  prices  which  are  fair  to  the  colony  and  just 
to  the  Natives ;  but  while  we  go  on  with  this 
dribbling  process  that  has  been  going  on  in  the 
past,  not  merely  are  the  Natives  injured,  living 
a  life  of  misery  and  degradation,  but  our  own 
population  is  driven  away.  Let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  listen  to  me  for  a  moment,  and 
he  will  see  the  necessity  for  at  once  dealing 
with  this  question.  Here  is  a  telegram  just 
received  by  me, — and  all  honourable  gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  have  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  heart  will  say  that  it  is  time  some- 
thing should  be  done : — 
"  Secretary,  Labour  Department,  Wellington. 

"Depajtures  for  Sydney:  'Tasmania'  — 
129  saloon,  95  steerage;  '  Rotomahana  ' — 164 
saloon,  94  steerage;  ■  Moraroa '— 243  saloon, 
180  steerage  :  total— 535  saloon,  369  steerage  ; 
-905.  Return  tickets,  68  saloon,  2  steerage: 
total,  70.  This  return  includes  both  sexes — 
company  could  not  give  separate.  Fares: 
saloon,  £1 ;  steerage,  10s.  Of  course,  nearly  all 
would  trj'  and  go  saloon.  The  whole  talk  was 
<joolgardie,  and  no  donbt  but  the  gold-fever  is 
somewhat  on.  It  would  be  difficult  to  tell  capi- 
tal, but  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  a 
man  to  go  to  Ooolgardie  would  require  about 
£20,  as  it  would  taJce  nearly  £10  to  get  there, 
and  a  prudent  man  would  want  £10  on  arrival. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  will  go  if  they  can  only 
manage  to  arrive.  Passengers  comprised  all 
•classes — solicitors,  clerks,  tradesmen,  labourers, 
speculators.  There  is  no  doubt  but  many 
have  gone  on  spec,  just  to  see  the  place,  and 
stop  or  return  as  inducements  offer.  To  this 
is  added  the  enticement  of  such  cheap  trips 
that  men  are  tempted,  as  they  could  not  live 
on  shore  for  treble  the  sum.  I  heard  some 
were  heard  to  say  they  had  a  lingering  cold  and 
would  try  the  trip  for  a  change.  You  can  take 
Sir  B.  Stout 


this  as  an  instance,  and  conclude  how  a  large 
number  are  going  just  for  the  trip,  careless  how 
it  tarns  out.  If  good,  so  much  we  better,  and, 
if  not,  well,  they  hod  a  cheap  and  pleasant 
outing.  ..  jj   pgaaossos, 

"  Labour  Bureau  Agent,  Auckland." 

A  total  of  905  persons  leaving.  What  does  all 
this  point  to?  It  points  to  this:  that  if  we  had 
the  land  opened  for  them, — if  we  had  it  rooded, 
BO  that  they  could  get  upon  the  land, — the 
chances  are  they  would  not  be  wanting  to  go 
to  Australia,  but  would  be  permanently  settled 
on  the  lands  of  our  colony.  And  here  is  at  once 
— if  the  honourable  gentleman  desired  to  do 
what  was  just — the  answer  to  the  question: 
Are  we  under  the  circumstances  to  permit  this 
drifting  policy — neither  more  nor  less  —  this 
losing  of  the  population  of  our  colony,  to  con- 
tinue— or  are  we  at  once  to  firmly  grapple  with 
the  evil,  take  a  bold  course,  and  take  the 
necessary  means  for  placing  the  people  on  the 
land  ?  That  is  the  difference  between  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  contending  for  and 
the  course  the  Government  are  following.  Now, 
with  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  with  regard  to 
nearly  every  Bill  we  bring  before  the  House, 
when  there  is  nothing  else  to  be  found  fault 
with,  the  drafting  is  defective.  So  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  should  not  like  to 
tempt  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  to  place 
anything  before  him  in  the  way  of  temptation, 
in  case  there  should  be  a  violation  of  the  Dis- 
qualification Act,  but  if  a  Bill  draftsman  were 
wanted  in  the  colony,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  take  up  that  position,  then 
thanksgivings  would  he  offered,  and  I  think 
our  troubles  would  be  over.  I  wish  to  say  this: 
that  when  the  honourable  member  was  in  my 
position  he  was  very  much  troubled  with  the 
same  complaint,  because  the  Bill-drafting  from 
1884  to  1587  was  no  better  than  we  have  at 
the  present  time.  As  to  the  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Act,  the  Judges  have 
said  that  no  man  who  reads  it  can  understand 
it.  At  all  events,  Sir,  there  may  be,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  says,  room  for  improve- 
ment. But  that  is  purely  a  Committee  objec- 
tion. When  we  get  into  Committeo  on  this 
Bill  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  give 
my  honourable  colleague  his  able  assistance, 
and  then,  no  doubt,  we  shall  make  the  drafting 
perfect. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  is  the  meaning  of 
section  4? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
very  anxious  to  get  me  away  from  the  point 
I  am  dealing  with  at  the  present  time.  The 
honourable  member  asks  me  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  section  4.  Well,  I  simply  say  this  :  The 
honourable  member  said  wo  could  take  the 
moneys  raised  for  the  purpose  of  giving  assist- 
ance to  any  person  settled  on  the  land ;  that 
we  may  take  the  wholu  of  this  mone.v,  and  that 
this  .power  was  given  solely  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands. 

SirR.  STOUT.— No ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  as  I  understood  the 
honourable  member.    He  may  not  have  used 
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the  enct  voids,  bnt  that  vras  the  meaning  of 
vrhat  be  i&id.  He  meant  that  this  Bill  was 
gitin;  i  penional  power  to  the  Minister  of 
Lmdi  to  take  publio  moneys,  anci  that  fa- 
Toaritinn  could  be  exercised,  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  tbe  State.  We  have  been  carrying  out 
this  policy.  We  have  been  assisting  settlers 
who  h&ve  gone  upon  the  lands.  We  found 
that  tbe  demand  for  work  was  very  great  this 
winter,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  give  some 
assistance  to  these  people — deserving  men,  men 
ready  and  anxious  to  work,  men  vmo  in  time 
will  make  splendid  settlers.  Were  we  to  allow 
them  to  lemain  in  the  towns,  a  charge  on  the 
ratepayers,  living,  I  say,  a  life  of  misery,  their 
wins  and  children  saffering,  whilst  we  had  a 
public  estate  there  7  The  trees  wanted  felling  ; 
the  men  were  there  to  do  it ;  every  tree  felled 
meant  the  improvement  of  the  publio  estate 
of  this  country.  We  have  therefore  taken 
those  means.  We  have  placed  those  men 
on  those  lands.  They  have  felled  the  bush. 
It  is  ready  for  burning.  We  shall  have  the 
kind  grassed.  And,  as  my  honourable  colleague 
nts,  we  have  a  school  now  in  one  district. 
These  very  men  are  independent;  Uiey  are 
hewing  homes  for  themselves,  and  they  will 
hecome  permanent  settlers,  and  will  increase 
flie  products  of  the  country.  Then,  for  such 
a  paipose  we  propose  taking  a  portion  of  the 
money  so  raised,  and  to  pay  these  men  for  the 
wxirk  they  have  done,  at  the  value  of  their 
labour  to  the  land,  and  ultimately  they  will  pay 
back  to  the  State  a  fair  interest  on  the  money 
we  have  raised  for  this  purpose.  The  capital 
value  of  the  land  has  been  increased,  therefore 
tte  security  is  good  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  am  voic- 
ing the  opinion  of  this  House  when  I  say  I 
do  not  think  there  are  half  a  dozen  members 
who  will  not  approve  of  the  Qovernment  taking 
this  coarse— in  settling  people  on  the  land. 
The  sooner  we  admit  this  fact  the  better :  that 
it  is  of  no  use  taking  a  man  simply  with  nothing 
bnt  his  hands  and  putting  iiim  in  tbe  bush  in 
the  hope  that  he  will  become  a  settler.  You 
cannot  do  it.  You  must  have  public  works 
going  on,  at  which  he  can  earn  sufficient  to  pay 
ioc  bis  food  and  clothes ;  and  married  men 
with  families  must  bo  assisted,  or  they  are  a 
bnrden  on  the  ratepayers  under  the  Charitable 
InsUtntions  Act.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
adopt  Ibis  course,  and  the  sooner  we  go  to 
work  in  a  practical  shape  the  better  it  will  be. 
I  suppose  my  colleague  will  take  a  certain 
amount— perhaps  £20,000— for  this  purpose. 
Xbis  is  a  fair  idlocation,  and  will  not  be  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  BELL.— He  ought  to  take  the  whole. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  afraid  we  must  not  go 
to  extremes;  but,  at  all  events,  there  ought  to 
b*  a  fair  and  liberal  proportion. 

An  Hon.  Ueubeb. — £20,000  is  not  enough. 

Mr.  SEDDON.- 1  am  pleased  to  hear 
bononrable  members  say  they  approve  of  this 
'Course  that  is  laid  down.  Bnt  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  takes  exception 
to  what  we  propose  to  do  under  section  4,  and 
flie  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  done,  because 
^  gins  too  much  power  to  the  Minister,  and 


may  be  abused.  I  say,  so  long  eis  we  have 
Besponsible  Government,  and  with  the  senioi 
member  for  Wellington  City  in  the  House — and 
I  hope  he  will  be  here  a  long  time — I  do  not 
think  my  colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands,  or 
any  one  on  these  benches,  will  be  able  to  do 
much  wrong  without  its  being  exposed.  There 
is  a  check  on  Ministers — the  members  direct, 
and  the  people  in  the  country.  If  a  Minister 
Is  not  to  be  trusted  in  matters  of  this  kind  he 
has  no  right  to  be  oti  these  benches.  Yoa 
must  trust  him.  And  not  only  this :  you  have 
the  JLand  Boards  —  are  they  corrupt?  Who 
deal  with  the  details  of  settling  the  people  on 
the  land?  The  Land  Board;  they  do  not 
come  to  the  Minister  direct.  And  there  is 
another  safeguard.  There  are  the  Minister, 
the  Land  Board,  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Lands :  are  they  corrupt  and  not  to  be  trusted  ? 
I  say  an  argument  of  this  kind  will  not  hold 
water  for  a  moment.  Not  only  that,  but,  as 
regards  these  very  roads  and  bridges  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  so  much  about, 
every  vote  has  to  come  before  the  House.  In 
the  Publio  Works  Statement  there  will  be  a 
schedule  showing,  item  by  item,  on  what  parti- 
cular roads  and  bridges  the  Minister  of  Lands 
proposes  to  expend  the  money.  There  is  a  safe- 
guard. It  is  not  to  be  left  to  the  Minister's 
own  sweet  will  and  discretion  to  spend  this 
money  on  particular  roads  and  bridges — the 
responsibility  rests  with  the  House.  The  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  will  have  the 
opportunity,  if  he  finds  a  road  or  bridge 
which  does  not  lead  to  Crown  land,  or  which 
does  not  open  up  Crown  land  or  Native  land, 
of  moving  that  the  item  be  struck  out,  and 
calling  on  the  Minister  to  explain  in  detail  the 
particular  item.  Surely  that  in  itself  is  a  safe* 
guard ;  and  there  is  not  any  weight  whatever  to 
be  attached  to  his  argument  in  that  respect. 
Then,  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of 
Lands  has  been  compared  to  the  Czar  of 
Bussia.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  the  Czac  of 
Russia,  but  I  know  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  I 
know  he  is  not  threatened  ;  he  is  not  afraid  of 
the  assassin ;  there  are  none  of  these  bombs 
placed  in  his  way ;  there  is  nothing  going  on 
to  compass  his  destruction,  and  I  at  once  say 
that  if  the  life  of  the  Czar  of  Bussia  was  as 
happy  as  that  of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  he 
was  as  well  satisfled  that  he  had  done  justice  to 
his  people  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  he  would  have  nothing 
to  fear.  The  Minister  of  Lands  has  nothing  to 
fear,  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  have  that  said  of 
him.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
occasion — and  I  do  not  think  he  was  warranted 
in  saying  this — to  say  that,  where  it  is  a  matter 
of  policy,  the  Government  supporters  swallow 
it,  and  do  precisely  what  they  are  told.  I 
undertake  to  say  that  if  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man challenges  a  division  on  this  Bill  he  will 
find  the  Opposition  members  will  come  with 
the  Government  and  do  their  duty  to  the 
country. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— To  their  districts. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No ;  I  say,  to  their  country ; 
and  if  the  honourable  member  does  not  see  his 
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way  to  do  what  I  believe  is  his  duty  to  the 
ooontry — and  particularly  to  his  conetituents, 
and  to  the  Korth  Island  in  particular — I  mast 
express  my  regret ;  because  I  say  that  the  one 
yray  possible  of  helping  settlement,  or  develop- 
ing the  resources  of  the  North  Island  par- 
ticularly, is  by  putting  in  exercise  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  before  us.  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  that  it  was  said  some  years 
ago — in  1877  and  after  that  year — that  we  were 
not  to  hear  rosids  and  bridges  mentioned  on  the 
floor  of  the  House, 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Before  that  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  alluding  to  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces.  All  I  can  say  is  this  :  I  have  been 
m  the  House  since  1879,  and  I  have  always 
heard  roads  and  bridges  mentioned  on  the  floor 
of  the  House.  We  have  general  politics  and 
the  higher  branches  of  politics  discussed  at 
the  commencement  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
session,  but  the  keenest  interest  in  any  matter 
coming  before  the  House  is  in  the  public- 
works  estimates :  in  fact,  party  and  the  higher 
branches  of  politics  vanish  into  thin  air  before 
the  Public  Works  Statement. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— When  are  we  going  to 
get  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  soon  as  it  is  ready. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Not  ready  yet  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  impossible.  Here  we 
have  these  proposals,  and  we  have  to  depend 
on  our  supporters  and  on  the  Opposition  to 
assist  us  in  passing  this  Bill,  and  by  doing 
that  we  shall  be  expediting  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  It  is  of  no  use  for  us  to  say  that 
we  are  not  going  to  have  a  road  or  a  bridge 
mentioned  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  It  is 
unavoidable :  you  are  bound  to  have  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  one  of  those  who  are 
constantly  urging  extension  of  the  functions 
of  the  State.  Now,  I  say  one  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  State  is  promoting  the  settlement 
of  the  country,  and  you  cannot  promote  the 
settlement  of  the  coimtry  without  roads  and 
bridges,  and  you  cannot  construct  roads  and 
bridges  unless  you  have  money,  and  you  cannot 
get  money  except  from  the  people  through  the 
House.  The  Parliament  holds  the  public  purse- 
strings.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  K.  Stout),  when  Premier,  tried  his 
hand  in  1886  :  he  is  responsible  for  the  Counties 
Act  of  that  year :  that  is  the  local-government 
measure  tlie  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
Ministry  placed  on  the  statute-book.  Did  they 
do  anything  in  the  direction  of  preventing  a 
road  or  bridge  from  being  mentioned  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  ?  If  ever  there  were  mea- 
sures that  took  from  local  governing  bodies 
their  revenue,  and  left  the  districts  dependent 
upon  allocation,  it  was  the  very  legislation  he 
promoted.  If  he  had  gone  back  to  the  old 
provincial  system  and  given  the  local  bodies 
a  certain  revenue  that  they  could  depend  upon, 
and  from  that  revenue  could  construct  roads 
and  bridges,  I  could  have  understood  it ;  but 
when  he  hod  the  opportunity  he  did  not  do  so. 
Therefore  he  should  not  blame  the  present 
Government  because  we  have  simply  had  to 
Mr,  Seddon 


deal  with  some  questions  of  greater  import- 
ance ;  and  I  do  hope,  at  all  events,  we  shall  to 
some  extent  minimise  what  is  a  growing  evil 
— that  is,  small  amounts,  small  roads  and 
bridges  in  our  settled  or  unsettled  districts, 
coming  before  Parliament.  But  it  can  only 
be  done  by  depleting  the  general  revenue.  Wa 
must  give  to  the  local  governing  bodies  the 
revenue  wherewith  to  construct  roads  and 
bridges  wtiich  are  necessary  for  the  promotion 
of  settlement  in  the  counties  and  Road  Board 
districts.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  says 
half  this  money  might  be  spent  in  opening 
up  or  constructing  roads  and  bridges  in  no 
way  whatever  connected  with  Crown  lands  or 
with  the  settling  of  Crown  lands.  I  say  the 
power  is  given  to  the  House  itself,  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  danger — no  ohanoe  what- 
ever— of  anything  wrong  being  done  in  this 
respect.  It  may  be  that  there  may  be  a  block 
of  Native  land  beyond  the  main  roald  which  the 
Government  have  purchased  from  the  Natives. 
We  may  not  be  able  to  approach  the  land. 
Upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  contention, 
it  would  be  unwise  to  spend  money  because 
this  Native  land  was  there.  I  say  you  most 
not  consider  that ;  you  must  consider  the  fact 
that  you  have  the  land  beyond,  and  unless  yon 
connect  that  land  with  the  arterial  road  yon 
cannot  promote  settlement.  I  am  not  going 
to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  last  Administration, 
but  I  say  that  in  purchasing  Native  lands  it 
would  pay  better  to  have  given  £1  10s.  an 
acre  and  bought  lands  adjoining  roods  and 
bridges,  and  close  to  settlement,  than  to  get  it 
miles  away,  giving,  perhaps,  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  for 
it.  But,  this  policy  having  obtained,  we  are 
called  to  make  the  best  of  it.  For  the  future  I 
should  say.  Buy  as  close  as  you  can  to  the  roads 
— buy  the  best  land,  and  get  it  as  near  to  white 
settlement  as  you  can.  This  is  a  wiser  policy. 
These  are  matters  we  must  under  the  circum- 
stances take  into  consideration.  As  regards 
the  question  of  sly  borrowing,  and  this  bogey 
that  has  been  raised  time  after  time  in  the 
House,  every  measure  that  comes  before  the 
House  now  is  met  with  the  exclamation,  "  Oh  1 
that  is  borrowing."  I  say  thai  this  is  not  bor- 
rowing in  the  general  acceptation  of  the  term. 
I  say  that  where  you  are  buying  an  estate,  and 
have  the  value  of  your  money  in  exchange,  you 
have  your  debenture  in  the  one  hand  and  the 
land  in  the  other.  That  is  quite  a  different 
thing  altogether  from  borrowing  money  for 
public- works  purposes — and  some  of  the  works 
anything  but  reproductive — many  being  poli- 
tical and  not  in  the  interests  of  the  country. 
That  is  the  distinction;  and  we  can  say 
honestly  this  is  no  loan.  You  do  not  find 
any  loan  Bills  brought  down  by  Government; 
not  for  six  years  has  there  been  one  on 
the  statute-book.  Will  it  be  said  that  the 
money  raised  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
the  Cheviot  Estate  was  borrowing  ?  Never 
a  word  was  said  about  it;  and  what  is  the 
difference  between  acquiring  the  Cheviot  Es- 
tate for  the  promotion  of  settlement  in  Canter- 
bury and  acquiring  Native  lands  in  the  North 
Island  ?    We  are  simply  going  under  this  Bill 
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to  use  th«  money  in  the  some  way  as  in  the 
due  of  the  Cheviot  Estate.  Neither  is  it  sly 
bonowing  noi  borrowing  in  any  sense  of  the 
tenn.  I  thought  on  this  Bill  we  might  have 
had  jost  a  speech  from  my  colleague  explain- 
ing the  details,  and,  if  there  were  any  defects, 
I  am  sore  my  colleague  would  be  only  too  glad 
of  the  assistance  of  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  ot  any  honourable  mem- 
ber in  (he  House.  I  was  pleased  to  find  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  admitting  the 
necessity  (or  the  Bill  and  promising  to  support 
it  It  is  Mvhen  bringing  measures  of  this  kind 
torwaid,  and  they  are  received  as  this  has  been, 
that  we  receive  encouragement,  and  the  country 
nndec  such  circumstances  will  appreciate  the 

,  f.  action  of  the  Opposition  in  taking  such 
'  a  course.  But  if  they  follow  the  lead 
oi  the  hononrable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stoat),  and  carp  Euid  cavil  at  every 
messnie  no  matter  what  its  beneiits  to  the 
oanntTjmay  be,  then  their  criticism  will  fall 
flat,  becau3e  the  people  will  say,  "The  Qo- 
venunent  cannot  always  be  wrong."  This  is 
one  of  those  cases  in  which  I  thought  every 
member  would  have  said  we  were  going  in 
the  right  direction,  and  that  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  this  legislation  would  have 
been  sacb  as  to  commend  themselves  to  every 
ti^t-tbinkiog  man  in  the  country. 

Ur.  BELL. — The  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
peats  to  be  inspired  with  hope  that  the  mem- 
bei9  of  the  Opposition  will  be  bribed  to  come 
into  this  profligate  scramble  for  the  borrowed 
money  which  he  throws  on  the  floor  of  the 
Eoase.  The  hononrable  gentleman  read  a  tele- 
goun  jnst  now,  stating  that  large  numbers  of 
men  are  leaving  the  colony.  Does  he  remem- 
ber the  speech  which  he  made  in  the  last  Par- 
liament about  our  fathers  and  brothers  leaving 
the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  was  no  Coolgardie  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  BELL.— If  it  is  Coolgardie,  what  does 
the  honourable  gentleman  read  the  telegram 
for? 

Mr.  SEDDON.~We  ought  to  have  a  counter- 
attraction  in  the  way  of  land-settlement. 

Mr.  BELL.— Why,  people  in  all  parts  of  the 
eoontty  are  in  distress,  and  not  one  single  thing 
B  being  done  for  them  by  this  Qovemment. 
Money  is  to  be  borrowed  for  the  people  who  are 
able  to  borrow  money  upon  the  security  of  their 
leaseholds  and  freeholds.  Money  is  to  be  bor- 
nwedforthe  purchase  of  Native  land ;  but  not 
one  single  penny  has  been  proposed  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
the  employment  of  labour.  This  money  is  to 
be  dissipated  without  helping  the  labourers. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Out  of  what  funds  are  the 
two  thoosand  men  paid  who  are  now  employed 
on  varions  works? 

Mr.  BELL. — ^The  hononrable  gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that,  when  money  was 
formerly  used  for  public  works,  labour,  at  all 
•vente,  was  being  employed.  I  do  not  say  it 
*a!  always  a  good  thing  ;  but  that  expenditure 
aid  employ  labour.  This  expenditure  does  not 
(Bplay  labour.     It  will  simply  go  into  the 
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pockets  of  the  well-to-do  class.  I  should(have 
been  glad  if  I  could  have  stood  beside  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  and  said,  ■*  Here, 
at  last,  is  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  lands  and  for  the  employment 
of  labour."  The  honourable  gentleman  says 
that  £20,000  out  of  £250,000  is  to  be  used  in  the 
employment  of  labour. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No  ;  that  is  for  bushfellintf. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  proper  course  which  this 
country  should  take  in  respect  to  its  land  is 
this  :  This  country  is  the  landlord  of  its  own 
land,  and  it  ought  to  remain  the  landlord. 
Every  acre  it  sells  is  a  wrong.  It  has  been  said 
that  I  stated  in  one  of  my  election  speeches 
that  I  drafted  a  Bill  for  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
That  is  not  correct.  I  said  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands  was  beginning,  and  I  hoped  he  would 
continue,  to  adopt  what  I  had  been  preaching 
for  years  from  the  platform — namely,  that  the 
country  should  undertake  the  improvement  of 
the  land,  and  then  settle  tho  land ;  that  it 
should  not  send  people  in  misery  into  the  busb 
without  funds.  Now  the  honourable  gentle- 
man comes  down  with  a  Lands  Improvement 
and  Native  Lands  Acquisition  Bill.  The  real 
policy  of  the  country  is  patent  for  a  Ministry 
which  is  willing  to  undertake  it;  but  this 
Ministry  will  not  undertake  it.  We  own  the 
land,  which  is  in  great  part  covered  with  bush. 
We  know  that  people  will  not  leave  the  towns 
and  go  into  the  oush.    It  is  a  life  of  misery. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  BELL. — Yes ;  it  is  a  life  of  misery.  For 
a  long  time  the  men  cannot  earn  a  shilling  on 
the  land ;  the  land  has  to  be  cleareci,  and  then 
grassed.  But  the  country  has  it  in  its  power, 
without  adding  a  shilling  to  its  debt,  really  to 
do  all  the  work  for  them.  It  can  employ  these 
men,  and  then  make  them  pay  for  the  improve- 
ments afterwards.  There  is  no  di£Sculty  about 
it  at  all.  The  thing  can  bo  done  on  a  large 
scale  just  as  it  is  done  on  a  small  scale.  I  am 
speaking  of  a  thing  which  has  been  thoroughly 
thought  out,  not  only  by  myself,  but  by  men 
far  more  competent  to  deal  with  this  subject 
than  I  am.  The  Minister  of  Lands  has  re- 
cently tried  the  experiment.  Has  it  or  has  it 
not  been  a  success  where  he  has  tried  it  ?  I 
understood  the  Premier  to  say  that  it  has  been 
a  success.  If  it  be  successful  for  a  number  of 
isolated  men  to  clear  small  sections  and  then 
settle  the  country,  it  must  necessarily  be  more 
advantageous  to  clear  the  country  in  large  blocks 
and  put  the  men  upon  cleared  land,  whero 
they  can  earn  an  income.  The  Premier  says 
these  clauses  have  been  drafted  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
has  pointed  out  that  they  will  not  effect  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Take  some  possible  succes- 
sors of  the  honourable  gentlemen  :  How  will  it 
be  possible  to  trust  them  with  such  powers  as 
are  given  here  in  clauses  i  and  5  ?  It  is  easy  to 
use  language  which  will  enable  the  country  to 
do  the  work;  but  this  Act  provides  that  the 
colony  shall  enter  into  an  agreement  with  these 
people,  and  make  advances  to  them,  when  it 
should  itself  expend  the  money  and  employ  the 
people. 
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Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— That  is  what  we  are 
doing. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  know  that,  and  that  ie  what 
the  Government  ought  to  continue  to  do.  I 
approve  of  what  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
doing  in  this  respect,  and  hope  he  will  con- 
tinue in  that  way.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  proposes  that  the  House  shall  pass 
a  measure  retrospectively  authorising  expendi- 
ture to  be  incurred  out  of  the  loan  which  is  to 
be  raised  for  the  construction  of  works  under 
this  part  of  the  Act.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  alieady  taken  funds  under  this  Bill 
in  anticipation  that  it  will  be  passed,  no  doubt 
Parliament  would  condone  that  once  or  twice, 
but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does  that 
kind  of  thing  often  the  Government  will  find 
themselves  defendants  in  the  Supreme  Court 
at  the  suit  of  the  Auditor-General.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  say,  "  I  am  going 
to  borrow  money," — and  I  should  not  object  to 
the  word  "  borrow  "  at  all — if  he  would  say,  "  I 
am  going  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  this  Government,  the  people  of  this 
country,  the  landowners  of  the  country,  to  im- 
prove their  estate,  and  thereafter  to  settle  the 
people  of  the  country  on  an  improved  estate  " — 
they  would  have  no  greater  supporter  in  that 
proposal  than  myself.  That  is  part  of  the 
policy  which  I  myself  have  long  advocated. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— Making  a  good  road? 

Mr.  BELL. — I  consider  that  making  a  good 
road  into  a  block  is  a  necessary  part  of  the 
buBiQCss  of  the  country,  but  I  believe  in  being 
repaid  the  money  which  we  use  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  Oiuder  this  proposal  we  are  adding 
to  the  permanent  debt  of  the  colony  for  works 
which  we  ought  to  pay  a  portion  of  ourselves. 
Take  the  case  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Bailway  Loan.  Wo  were  told  that  the  money 
might  be  just  as  well  spent  in  the  purchase  of 
Kative  land,  and  that  such  purchases  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  railway.  The  money  was 
expended  on  Native  land  instead  of  in  the 
construction  of  the  line  ;  and  the  money  has 
all  gone — it  has  disappeared. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  quite. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  land  is  there,  but  the  pro- 
oeeds  go  in  "  thirds  "  and  "  fourths,"  and  all 
the  rest  of  it.  Part  of  the  land  is  disposed  of 
for  special  settlements,  and  part  of  it  is  let, 
and  the  money  goes  into  the  ordinary  revenue. 
To  give  the  land  on  999-year8  leaseholds,  and 
to  make  no  provision  for  the  refund  of  the  capi- 
tal, is  to  increase  the  debt  of  the  country  with 
the  mere  chance  of  the  rent  providing  for  the 
interest.  Any  landowner  who  entered  upon 
such  a  programme  as  the  present  Government 
has  entered  upon,  making  no  provision  for  re- 
payment, would  find  himself  landed  in  the 
Oourt  of  the  Official  Assignee ;  and  the  objec- 
tion, at  all  events,  on  my  part  —  I  speaJc  for 
noue  but  myself — is  this :  that  the  provision  is 
one  under  which,  as  the  honourable  member 
tells  us,  he  is  going  to  buy  land  without  having 
anything  with  which  to  replace  the  money,  and 
he  is  also  going  to  dispose  of  the  land  so  that 
in  the  end  we  shall  have  a  debt  and  nothing  for 


it.  I  say  we  have  been  told  before  in  tliii 
country  what  the  honourable  gentleman  now 
tell  us,  and  the  result  has  been  that  we  ham  a 
debt  and  no  assets  to  represent  it — ^the  land 
that  was  aoquired  is  land  that  haa  aimpij 
gone ;  we  have  paid  oH  no  debt.  Bat  the  coo- 
version  of  these  debentures  into  stock  meuu 
an  addition  to  the  permanent  debt — ^it  means 
that,  if  you  take  the  debentures  here  which 
might  possibly  have  been  redeemed — ^whioh  we 
might  possibly  have  made  an  efiort  to  redeem 
— and  convert  them  into  stock  elsewhere,  the 
burden  will  become  so  great  to  ourselves  as 
well  as  to  our  successors  in  this  coontry  that 
we  shall,  unless  we  are  particular,  iiave  this 
Parliament  held  up  to  execration  in  fatate 
years.  I  know  very  well  how  inefieotual  ia  oni 
protest ;  yet  we  are  speaking  with  a  sense  of 
the  gravity  of  the  occasion  when  we  indicate 
that  which  is  of  the  essence  of  the  most  ordinary 
rule  of  business.  If  you  enter  upon  an  arrange- 
ment, or  a  policy,  or  a  course  which  will  inevit- 
ably lead  to  the  expenditure  of  capital  money, 
then  you  must  make  provision  for  the  filling-ap 
of  the  hole  in  your  afiairs,  or  you  must  come  to 
inevitable  ruin.  It  was  said  the  other  day  that 
the  provision  of  a  guarantee  on  two  midions 
was  to  add  an  enormous  sum  to  the  oofiers  ai 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Why,  any  one  can 
see  that  two  millions  appears  on  one  aide  of  the 
account,  and  two  millions  appears  on  the  other, 
and  that  unless  provision  be  made  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  the  bank  will  be  exactly  m 
the  same  position  as  regards  its  balance-sheet 
years  hence  as  it  is  now.  That  is  the  position 
of  the  country,  and  I  maintain  that  lif  we  go 
on  borrowing  million  after  million,  adding  to 
the  public  debt,  and  making  no  provision  for 
reduction  by  annual  sinking  fund,  faoweTer 
small,  wo  are  continuing  a  course  of  wicked 
and  profligate  extravagance  which,  I  am  sine, 
will  lead  to  this  Parliament  and  this  Govern- 
ment being  held  up  to  the  execration  of  the 
people  of  the  future. 

Mr.  FIBANI. — It  is  surprising,  after  all  we 
have  heard  in  the  past  from  the  Opposition 
about  money  being  driven  away  from  the  comi- 
try,  causing  loss  to  the  working-men,  to  find 
the  argument  that  cheap  money  in  the  countiy 
will  not  give  or  will  not  cause  more  employ- 
meut  is  advanced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  We  know  this: 
tbat  if  the  settlers  can  get  cheap  money, — if 
they  can  get  money  at  a  cheap  rate  to  be  ex- 
pended in  improving  their  lands, — the  whole  ot 
the  money  spent  on  these  improvements  goes 
to  the  working-men  ;  and  nothing  will  do  more 
to  improve  the  position  of  the  working-men 
than  will  the  expenditure  of  this  cheap  money 
by  settlers  in  improving  their  lands.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  Itself,  I  think  it  is  a  wise  step 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  intio- 
dnce  such  a  measure  as  this  in  regard  to  im- 
proving lands  for  the  use  of  the  settlers.  Bat 
I  fancy  he  has  gone  rather  too  far  when  he 
allows  the  area  of  land  to  be  taken  up  under 
this  system,  and  to  be  improved  under  this 
system,  to  be  the  area  defined  in  Fart  III.  of 
the  Land  Act.    That  means  that  tia»  assisted 
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settlers  will  be  able  to  take  up  640  acres  of 
fiist-clacs  land,  or  2,000  acres  of  second-olass 
land ;  and  if  a  man  wants  to  take  up  that  area 
he  does  not  want  the  assistance  laid  down  in 
this  Bill.  Already  wo  have  two  settlements,  I 
believe, — one  at  Femberton  and  the  other,  re- 
cently formed,  on  the  Hautapu  Block, — based 
pretty  well  upon  these  lines.  The  buah  is 
felled  and  the  land  grassed,  and  after  that  is 
done  it  is  divided  up  into  small  areas,  so  that 
those  doing  the  improvements  will  be  able  to 
take  up  the  land  to  better  advantage  than  if 
they  attempted  to  take  it  up  in  the  first  in- 
stance. But  the  mistetke  the  Minister  hM 
made  is  this:  that,  while  cheap  land  close  to 
the  main  trunk  lines  of  railway — like  that 
piece  of  land  at  Levin,  which  is  now  called  the 
Hoiowhenua  Village  Settlement,  and  the  piece 
of  land  near  Waverley  called  Uomohaki — is 
available,  land  which  is  eminently  adapted 
for  small  settlers  and  for  settlement  on  the 
same  lines  as  are  laid  down  here,  he  has  gone 
into  the  back  blocks.  He  has  gone,  for  in- 
stance, to  places  like  Femberton,  where  these 
small  settlers  have  to  plough  their  way,  I 
might  almost  say,  through  tons  of  mud,  and 
where  it  is  impossible  to  have  any  vehicular 
traffic;  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,- if  the 
settlements  are  not  a  failure  under  these  cir- 
emnst&nces,  it  will  be  owing  to  superhuman 
abilities  on  the  part  of  the  men  living  there. 
It  is  an  essential  for  the  success  of  small 
settlements  to  place  the  men  who  are  to  make 
a  hvelihood  out  of  these  lands  near  to  the 
centres  of  population,  and,  if  that  is  made  the 
first  consideration,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  it 
will  mean  very  much  more  successful  settle- 
ment than  if  you  put  them  in  remote  parts 
of  the  district.  In  regard  to  the  second  part 
of  the  Bill  —  that  dealing  with  Native-land 
acquisition — it  seems  to  me  that  from  the  first 
purchase  of  Native  land  by  the  colony  until 
the  present  day  the  colony  is  really  no  richer ; 
and  until  we  alter  our  system  of  acquiring 
Native  lands,  and  acquire  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settlement,  and  not  for  speculation  by 
die  State,  we  shall  never  have  a  satisfactory 
system  of  acquiring  Native  lands.  If  the 
State  were  to  administer  the  lands  on  behalf 
of  the  Native  owners,  and  to  use  the  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  sottlcment  merely,  placing  alto- 
gether on  one  side  the  question  of  the  money 
to  be  derived  from  those  lands,  we  should  not 
only  get  land  without  liaving  to  borrow  money 
for  it,  but  we  should  prevent  the  jobbery  and 
corruption  with  which  the  Native  Department 
has  reeked  so  much  ever  since  it  was  in- 
stituted in  the  colony;  and  I  say  that  it  is 
impossible  to  altogether  separate  from  the 
acquisition  of  Native  lands  in  the  way  of  pur- 
chase that  sort  of  jobbery  and  corruption.  It 
is  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it  exists,  and 
it  will  never  be  improved  off  the  face  of  the 
colony  until  we  abolish  that  system  of  ooquir- 
ing  Native  land.  I  trust  this  Bill  will  bo 
carried,  sund  that,  at  any  rate,  the  part  dealing 
with  the  improvement  of  lands  for  settlement 
will  be  passed,  and  such  safeguards  given,  and 
each  limitation  of  the  area  made,  as  will  im- 


prove the  measure,  and  make  it  more  in  the 
interest  of  the  small  settlers  than  it  appears  to 
be  on  the  face  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  prefaced  his 
remarks  with  a  short  dissertation  on  the  value 
of  cheap  money  to  farmers,  but  it  was  not  at 
all  applicable  to  this  Bill.  Ho  went  on  to  de- 
nounce the  past  system  of  acquiring  Native 
lands,  and  he  declared  that  lands  ought  to  be 
bought  near  the  centres  of  settlement,  and 
that  Native  lands  in  the  future  should  not  be 
bought  for  speculative  purposes  but  for  settle- 
ment. Vfell,  I  hold  that  the  Oovernment  are 
only  doing  their  duty  in  buying  Native  land  for 
speculation.  They  require  to  go  into  the  re- 
mote parts  of  a  district,  and  to  rail  and  road  the 
country  to  these  lands,  and,  if  tlity  are  not  to 
gain  the  advantages  of  the  increased  value  that 
they  thus  confer  upon  the  land,  then  I  should 
like  to  know  who  are  to  gain  those  advantages. 
The  Government  should,  of  course.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  advantage  of  the  land  which  they 
may  acquire  in  such  places  as  were  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Falmerston,  and 
the  revenue  from  which  will  yet  form  a  con- 
siderable fund  in  this  colony.  Now,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  principle  of  the  measure  itself. 
I  quite  approve  of  allocating  money  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  The  more  quickly 
we  purchase  Native  lands  and  bring  them  into 
utility  the  hotter.  Regarding  that  part  of  the 
Bill  which  provides  that  £250,000  shall  be 
raised  for  improving  Crown  lands,  I  may  say 
that,  personally,  from  my  experience  of  the 
Crown  lands  in  the  South,  I  do  not  think  a 
great  deal  of  it.  Ferbaps  these  settlements 
may  be  more  successful  in  the  North,  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  system  of  employing 
labour  in  improving  bush-farms  is  a  system 
which  adds  a  great  cost  to  the  land  when  it 
oomes  to  be  taken  up  either  by  the  men  who 
cleared  the  land  or  by  other  settlers.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  seemed  to  dwell  for  some  considerable 
time  upon  the  absolute  necessity  there  was 
for  providing  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  repay- 
ing the  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed  either 
for  the  purchase  of  land  or  for  reading.  He 
said  that  a  small  amount  should  be  reinvested 
to  provide  a  fund  for  that  class  of  security.  I 
altogether  disagree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's conclusions.  I  hold  that  the  people  of 
the  colony  should  not  be  required  to  reduce  the 
principle ;  if  they  succeed  in  paying  interest 
on  the  moneys  so  borrowed  they  do  very  well 
indeed.  We  know  that  if  posterity  inherits  tbo 
liability  it  will  also  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
improvements  that  have  been  made.  I  cannot 
quite  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  in  his 
contention,  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  Bill  in 
some  of  its  clauses  requires  modification,  or 
perhaps  I  shall  better  express  my  meaning  by 
saying  that  some  of  the  clauses  might  be  more 
carefully  defined.  Clause  4  is  of  this  descrip- 
tion. It  really  appears,  as  drafted,  to  read  as  if 
people  may  squat  almost  everywhere,  and  have 
a  right  to  the  lands  on  which  they  squat.     I 
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ahtkll  be  prepared  to  aseist  in  amending  the 
Bill  in  Committee. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  have  venr  much  pleasure  in 
noticing  that  this  Bill  has  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and  I  generally  find  that  those 
who  have  the  least  experience  of  some  of  these 
measures  are  usually  anxious  to  give  their  opin- 
ions. I  now  allude  to  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City,  and  to  the  medium,  or  second, 
member  (Mr.  Bell),  the  middle  man.  He 
generally  gives  expression  to  opinions  on  nearly 
every  subject.  But  I  venture  to  ask  him  what 
practical  experience  he  has  had  in  connection 
with  land.  Kow,  when  ho  gives  us  some  of  his 
experience  with  regard  to  his  own  profession, 
I  always  listen  to  him  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion, because  I  know  ho  is  one  of  those  capable 
men  whose* opinions  on  legal  matters  are 
worth  listening  to.  But  when  he  gets  up  to 
read  a  lecture  to  the  House  on  matters  apper- 
taining to  land  I  merely  take  his  remarks  at 
a  discount,  and  think  to  myself  that  what  he 
knows  about  the  subject  is  not  worth  taking 
notice  of.  Sir,  it  is  very  amusing  at  times 
to  hear — either  during  a  debate  or  just  at 
the  termination — the  introduction  of  the  com- 
mon conjunction  "if" — "If  so-andso  is  al- 
tered I  shall  be  found  a  warm  supporter." 
However,  the  "  if "  is  always  there.  The 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  a  warm 
supporter  of  the  measure,  and  the  criticism 
he  has  brought  forward  against  it  has  certainly 
not  been  of  that  nature  which  will  carry  con- 
viction to  the  mind  of  any  one  who  has  been 
listening  to  him.  To  my  mind,  such  criticism 
weakens  the  position  ho  takes  up.  Sir,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  this  is  a  Ministry  that  has  the 
courage  of  its  opinions.  They  bring  something 
forward,  I  admit,  that  is  somewhat  new.  All 
the  better.  If  we  are  going  to  run  in  the  same 
old  groove  year  after  year,  we  shall  still  hear 
people  complaining  of  the  depression  here  and 
the  want  of  work  there.  Something  must  be 
done,  everybody  must  admit  that,  and  so  it  is 
for  the  Government  to  come  out  with  a  policy 
that  will  be  beneficial  to  the  colony,  and  it  is 
the  duty  o!  this  House  to  improve  whatever 
measures  they  bring  forward.  They  cannot  be 
perfect  all  through,  but  there  is  evidence  of 
good  faith  and  of  the  great  interest  they  take 
in  the  work  they  have  before  them.  They 
are  doing  their  best  to  place  before  the  House 
such  measures  as  will  tend  to  improve  the 
position  of  all  those  who  reside  in  the  colony  at 
the  present  time.  Kow,  taking  clause  2,  which 
relates  to  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges : 
I  venture  to  say  that  roads  and  bridges  are 
the  mainstay  of  the  back-country  settlers,  and 
we  shall  have  to  find  something  in  the  way  of 
reasonable  accommodation  for  them  if  we  want 
to  do  them  any  good — that  is,  if  we  want  them 
to  remain  on  the  land.  And,  if  we  acknowledge 
that  the  lands  will  require  the  outlay  of  a  large 
amount  of  capital  and  labour  to  improve  them, 
the  greater  facilities  we  give  the  settlers  the 
better ;  and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  in 
time  they  will  encourage  others  to  come  and 
take  up  land  alongside  of  them.  I  know  that 
in  a  great  part  of  the  district  I  represent  the 
Ur.  T.  MaeJcenti* 


people  have  very  poor  roads:  in  fact,  they 
are  miserable  tracks  to  their  holdings,  and  I 
recognise  that  there  is  something  required  in 
the  direction  this  Bill  shadows  forth,  not  only 
to  improve  the  Crown  lands,  but  also  to  im- 
prove the  lands  held  by  other  people  as  well. 
With  regard  to  the  objections  raised  by  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  against 
clause  4,  he  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  points 
he  raised  are  to  be  provided  for  by  regulations, 
and  I  assume  the  position  of  a  man  coming 
under  these  regulations  will  be  the  same  as 
that  of  a  man  who  takes  up  land  under  the 
village-settlement  system  —  that  is,  that  he 
will  be  required  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
under  the  system  before  he  is  entitled  to  take 
up  a  lease  of  the  land.  Sir,  I  assume  that  this 
Bill  does  provide  for  borrowing  for  suitable 
purposes,  and  my  only  objection  to  it  is  that 
it  is  only  for  a  quarter  of  a  million  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands,  and  I  think  it  should 
be  a  great  deal  more.  Some  people  have  sm 
objection  to  the  idea  of  purchasing  land  for 
settlement  under  any  circumstances;  and  we 
must  all  acknowledge  that  the  purchase  of  land 
near  any  settlement  —  that  is,  an  old  settle- 
ment— costs  a  great  deal  to  tlio  colony.  But 
if  we  purchase  Native  land  at  a  reasonable 
figure,  OS  the  Minister  has  told  us,  and  then 
road  it,  to  my  mind  Parliament  is  doing  a  good 
thing.  Wo  are  encouraging  settlement,  and 
locating  on  the  lands  people  who  would  other- 
wise remain  about  the  towns.  I  do  not  view  & 
settler's  life  in  the  same  deplorable  light  as 
that  pictured  by  tUe  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  The  bushman  has 
hard  work,  but  his  greatest  trouble  is  as  to 
what  he  is  going  to  get  for  his  dinner,  and  if 
he  can  keep  the  flour-bag  supplied  he  can  look 
forward  with  hope  to  gaining  in  the  future  some 
of  those  advantages  of  civilisation  we  consider 
necessary  to  u.';.  There  arc  many  little  troubles, 
of  course,  to  be  put  up  with,  but  at  the  same 
time  there  are  many  pleasures  in  a  bush  life 
that  those  who  live  m  towns  do  not  have ;  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  we  should  attempt  to 
discourage  people  from  becoming  settlers ;  we 
should  rather  attempt  to  draw  a  brighter  picture 
and  persuade  those  who  live  in  the  towns  to  go 
and  settle  in  the  country.  Before  sitting  down 
X  should  like  to  say  that  this  Bill  has,  to  my 
mind,  made  provision  to  supply  a  long-felt 
want,  and  I  hope  when  we  go  into  Committee 
to  consider  the  deteils  of  the  Bill  we  shall  all 
have  this  object  in  view — namely,  to  improve, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  important  mee^ure  be- 
fore the  House,  and  endeavour  to  buy  as  much 
of  our  Native  lands  as  will  be  required  for 
settlement  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  cannot  help  carrying  my 
mind  back,  Sir,  to  about  the  year  1882,  remem- 
bering that  the  first  member  who  suggested 
that  the  Crown  lands  should  be  improved  be- 
fore sale  was  the  late  Mr.  Macarthur.  Now 
'so  much  is  said  in  favour  of  first  reading  land 
and  then  settling  it  that  the  originator  of  the 
system  should  be  remembered.  In  those  days 
he  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  the  sale  of 
improved  lands,  and  the  company  with  whioh 
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be  was  connected  was  the  first  to  settle  land 
guccessfnlly  in  that  way.  I  think  the  settle- 
ment obtained  in  this  way  in  that  district,  by 
its  sacoess,  proved  that  to  be  the  proper  way. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  proposal  is  first  of 
all  to  expend  money  on  roads,  and  I  agree  in 
the  main  with  the  Bill.  I  believe  that  for  ho 
better  purpose  could  money  be  raised  than  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  There  ace  still 
some  few  lands  in  my  own  district  that  could 
be  purchased  if  the  Government  go  the  right 
•way  about  it.  They  are  now  distinctly  a  bar  to 
settlement.  And,  further,  towards  the  centre 
of  the  Island,  where  the  land  is  not  quite  so 
good,  there  are  still  large  areas,  on  which  I  am 
quite  certain  they  will  never  get  settlers  unless 
they  make  roads  there  first.  I  intend  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  pro- 
bably should  net  have  made  any  remarks  had 
it  not  been  for  the  Premier  saying  that  wo 
could  not  banish  roads  and  bridges  from  the 
House.  There  is  no  harm  in  discussing  roads 
and  bridges  in  the  House ;  but  what  I  object 
to  ii  the  way  in  which  the  money  is  {^located 
for  the  roads  and  bridges.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  any  money  spent  on  roads  and  bridges 
it  sboDld  be  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  if  you  are 
going  to  provide  any  money  for  the  purpose 
of  roads  and  bridges,  you  should  lay  down  the 
principle  by  Act,  to  allow  all  portions  of  the 
colony  to  participate  in  the  advantages,  so  that 
no  member  may  gain  an  advantage  over  an- 
other by  backstairs  influence.  Now,  the  Roads 
and  Bridges  Construction  Act  laid  down  the 
principle  clearly ;  but  it  went  too  far,  it  was  too 
generous,  but  main  roads  under  it  were  sub- 
sidised. To  my  mind,  it  was  an  Act  that  was 
very  suitable  to  the  North  Island.  On  the 
West  Coast  during  the  lost  ten  years  the  local 
bodies  bavo  had  to  settle  the  whole  of  their 
laods,  and  to  devote  most  of  their  rates  for  the 
purpose  of  making  main  roads,  and  they  could 
not  get  any  aissistance  from  the  Government  to 
do  it.  The  Koads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act 
enabled  them  to  get  Government  assistance  to 
make  roads  and  bridges.  And  some  such  assist- 
ance should  be  given  to  local  bodies  where  main 
roads  are  yet  to  bo  mode.  The  Surveyor-General 
in  his  report  tells  us  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  Government  may  be  called  upon  to 
take  over  soBie  of  the  main  roads  of  the  colony ; 
and  when  the  question  of  the  allocation  of 
funds  is  going  through  I  iiope  the  House  will 
insist  on  some  means  being  adopted  whereby 
all  people  may  participate  in  the  moneys  avail- 
able. I  shall  certainly  vote  for  the  second 
leading  of  the  Bill.  There  are  some  clauses 
that  I  think  might  be  amplified,  but  I  shall,  at 
any  rate,  say  nothing  more  until  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee. 

\rr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Sir,  like  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  shall 
strongly  support  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and 
for  this  reason :  I  think  the  reading  of  the 
colony  is  a  most  important  matter,  and  one 
which  has  been  very  mnch  neglected  in  days 
pact.  In  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
nononrable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell),  I  agree  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  country 


being  improved  before  settlement.  I,  however, 
diSer  from  him  in  one  respect.  I  gather  from 
what  he  said  that  he  considers  that  it  is  proper 
that  there  should  be  connected  with  this  ex- 
penditure something  in  the  nature  of  a  sinking 
fund,  so  that  the  money  spent  could  be  paid 
back.  But,  if  that  method  is  brought  about,  I 
do  not  see  how  wo  can  avoid  something  in  the 
nature  of  the  cash  system  of  selling  our  lands. 
If  that  is  to  be  the  result  of  what  the  honour- 
able member  proposes,  then  we  certainly  should 
not  be  able  to  carry  out  that  idea.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  no  more  land  should 
be  sold.  I  think  all  our  land  should  be  on 
perpetual  or  eternal  lease,  provided  it  is  re- 
valued from  time  to  time,  and  while  I  am  in 
this  House  I  shall  always  advocate  that  course.' 
I  think  the  Government  should,  in  letting  its 
lands,  in  the  first  place  give  an  opportunity  to 
small  settlers  who  take  up  sections  to  find  em- 
ployment in  making  the  roads  and  in  opening 
up  further  blocks  of  land.  The  settlers  should 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  enlarging  their 
holdings.  I  think  if  that  principle  were  carried 
on  it  would  be  a  great  success.  My  principal 
object  in  rising  in  connection  with  this  Bill  is 
to  object  in  toto  to  clauses  4, 5, 6,  and  7.  Clause 
i  provides  that  any  person  may,  by  agreement 
with  the  Minister,  settle  upon  any  Crown  land. 
This  Bill  is  not  confined  to  bush  districts  in 
the  North  Island  ;  it  relates  to  wherever  there 
are  Crown  lands  to  be  opened  up,  and  any  per- 
son can,  by  agreement  with  the  Minister,  go 
and  settle  upon  those  lands ;  and,  having  done 
80,  power  is  given  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
advance  to  those  particular  persons  money  with 
which  to  improve  the  block.  I  ask  honourable 
members  to  notice  particularly  that — 

"  Any  person  may  by  agreement  with  the 
Minister  settle  upon  any  Crown  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  or  otherwise  improving  the 
same,  upon  such  terms  as  to  advances  or  other- 
wise  as  may  be  agreed  on,  and  the  Colonial 
Tresbsurer  may,  when  authorised  by  Parliament, 
make  all  such  advances  out  of  moneys  avail- 
able under  this  Act." 

I  say,  if  these  clauses  are  to  remain  in  the 
Bill,  you  will  bo  bringing  back  the  very  worst 
evils  that  have  been  caused  by  the  gridironing 
in  Canterbury  in  past  days. 

An  Hon,  Member. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL. —  An  honourable 
member  says  "Nonsense I"  It  may  be  non- 
sense so  far  as  ho  is  concerned ;  but  we  all 
know  what  the  evils  of  that  system  were  in 
Canterbury ;  and  we  say  this :  that  if  any  man 
is  to  be  allowed  to  go  and  pick  the  eyes  out  of 
a  valuable  block  of  land,  and  thus  cause  diffi- 
culties with  regard  to  the  future  settlement  of 
that  block,  it  is  bound  to  be  disastrous  in  its 
effect  on  large  portions  of  the  country.  I  say, 
Sir,  that  any  enactment  which  permits  of  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  gridironing  being  carried 
out  will  be  disastrous  in  the  future.  The 
Government  should  themselves,  in  the  first 
place,  improve  the  land,  and  when  it  is  im- 
proved they  should  throw  it  open  for  sale  under 
the  ordinary  clauses  of  the  Land  Act,  and  let 
everybody  have  the  same  opportunity  of  select- 
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ing  tho  land.  No  petaon  shonid  be  enabled  to 
get  tbe  ear  of  the  Minister  and  make  a  private 
agreement  with  him  to  secure  special  portions 
of  a  block.  If  that  piovision  is  to  be  carried 
oat  in  this  Bill  you  bare  got  a  worse  form  of 
gridironing  than  ever  existed  in  Canterbury. 
Honourable  members  talk  of  safeguards,  but 
I  object  altogether  to  the  necessity  of  safe- 
guards where  a  matter  of  principle  is  involved, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  the  House  will  throw  out 
this  portion  of  the  Bill.  I  should  like  to  ask 
why  clauses  like  these  are  incorporated  in  this 
Bill.  This  is  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act 
in  a  most  important  matter,  and  one  that  ought 
to  liavB  been  brought  down  in  a  general  Act, 
and  not  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  It  has  no  busi- 
ness in  this  Bill,  because  it  is  asserting  a  new 
and  general  principle,  and  I  shall  do  my  best 
to  have  this  clause  excised  in  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  very  glad  to  be  able 
to  give  the  Minister  a  general  support  to  the 
principle  of  this  Bill,  although,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  does  not  largely  interest  the  district  I 
represent,  because  it  happens  for  the  most  part 
to  be  an  old-settled  district.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  I  was  much 
astonished  at  what  fell  from  the  two  members 
representing  Wellington  City.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Bell  complained  that  there  was  only 
£20,000—80  the  Premier  said^to  be  allocated 
to  the  improvement  of  the  land,  and  that  there 
was  no  sinking  fund  provided  to  prevent  the 
cost  of  tho  land  from  being  added  to  the  per- 
manent debt  of  the  colony.  Now,  there  is  only 
one  way  in  which  that  can  be  arranged,  as  far  as 
T  know,  and  that  is  fay  a  reversion  to  the  freehold 
system,  against  which  both  these  honourable 
gentlemen  are  strongly  opposed.  I  think,  if 
they  will  look  to  the  history  of  land-settlement 
in  this  colony,  they  will  fail  altogether  to  find 
any  profit  which  has  been  made  by  the  State 
on  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  Native 
land  out  of  which  any  fund  could  have  been 
established  for  extinguishing  the  debt.  Are 
settlers  to  be  charged  a  rats  beyond  that  which 
they  can  afiord  to  pay  out  of  the  products  of 
the  land  ?  I  feel  satisfied  settlers  generally  arc 
heavily  enough  taxed  already,  without  any 
further  burden  being  imposed  upon  them ;  and 
it  would  be  impossible  that  any  such  fund  as 
that  named  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  should  be  esta- 
blished. The  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  must  also  realise  this.  He  objected  to  the 
purchase  of  Native  land. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No ;  1  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  mean  this  at  all  events,  as 
he  objected  to  the  large  addition  which  would 
be  made  to  the  debt  of  the  colony  by  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  land. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.-Hear,  hear;— out  of  bor- 
rowed money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  indicate  how  he  could  avoid 
creating  this  debt  in  perpetuity,  if  he  insists 
that  the  freehold  land  shall  not  be  jmrted  with 
by  the  State. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Btuiell 


Sir  B.  STOUT.— Take  the  Native  Land  Act 

of  1886. 

Mr. -BUCHANAN.— That  did  not  mean  that 
the  Crown  was  to  buy  Native  land  at  all ; 
the  Crown  was  to  act  as  agent  for  the  Natives, 
who  would  still  remain  the  owners  of  the 
land.  The  honourable  gentleman  must  see  that 
that  is  altogether  inconsistent  wiht  the  land- 
nationalisation  which  he  supports. 

SirB.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  if  the  Natives  an 
to  remain  the  owners  of  the  land,  I  cannot  see 
how  the  State  can  at  the  same  time  be  the 
owner.  The  honourable  gentleman  wonld  then 
have  a  system  of  landlordism  under  the  Natives 
in  the  same  way  as  if  the  Government  parted 
with  the  land  to  Suropeans,  who  would  after- 
wards let  it  to  farmers,  as  is  tbe  custom  in 
Qreat  Britain.  As  regards  the  roa^s-and- 
bridges  section  of  the  Bill,  as  a  representative 
of  the  North  Island,  what  comes  home  to  me 
is,  if  the  settlers  in  a  bush  district  are  to  pay 
their  way  and  make  homes  for  themselves  I 
cannot  see  how  they  are  to  establish  dairy 
factories  and  settle  as  they  ought  to  do  npoa 
the  land  unless  they  have  roads  to  carry  their  ' 
produce.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  take  my 
criticism  in  no  unfriendly  spirit ;  but  when  wa 
had  £30,000  allocated  in  1891,  I  think,  for 
roads  and  bridges  without  any  schedule  what- 
ever, he  was  severely  condemned,  and  rightly 
so;  and  now  we  have  no  less  than  £250,000 
under  this  Bill.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
were  on  this  side  of  the  House  he  would  be  the 
first  to  criticize  and  condemn  such  a  system 
of  uncontrolled  expenditure  as  this. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  will  have  the  esti- 
mates for  all  these  roads. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Unless  there  is  such  a 
schedule  it  leaves  the  distribution  of  tbe  money  j 
to  tho  sweet  will  of  the  Minister,  exposing  him 
to  accusations  of  all  sorts,  which  in  many  cases 
may  be  justified,  of  allocating  this  money  ac- 
cording to  the  "  colour  "  of  the  applicant.  Then 
I  come  to  the  remarks  of  the  Premier  where  he 
condemned  the  dribbling  system  that  had  ob- 
tained in  the  past  in  the  settlement  of  lands, 
and  he  read  to  the  House  a  telegram  he  had 
received  from  Auckland  as  to  the  large  number 
of  people  who  had  departed  to  Australia  by  the 
steamers  he  mentioned.  I  am  glad  to  say  we 
have  now  an  opportunity  of  saying  to  the  Pre- 
mier, and  to  the  members  of  the  Government, 
that  their  own  chickens  have  come  home  to 
roost.  How  often,  both  inside  and  outside  of 
this  House,  on  every  platform  throughout  the 
colony,  have  we  heard  them  denounce  the 
Atkinson  Government  for  the  exodus  of  our 
population  about  four  or  five  years  ago!  He 
pleads  the  Coolgardie  goldfields  and  cheap 
steamer-fares  as  the  loadstones  that  are  with- 
drawing our  population  by  the  hundred ;  bat 
what  about  the  public-works  expenditure  which 
was  going  on  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
during  the  years  of  the  Atkinson  Government  ? 
Are  we  not  aware  of  the  millions  of  public  and 
private  money  that  were  being  poured  into 
those  colonies  during  that  time,  and  that  the 
returns  from  Coolgardie  ore  but  a  drop  in  the 
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backet  compared  vith  them?  We  shall  now 
iMwhat  the  present  Govenuoent — the  Govern- 
ment that  was  to  cure  all  labour  troubles,  that 
waito  find  employment  for  all  the  unemployed, 
that  was  to  inaugurate  an  era  of  prosperity 
that  would  be  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  the 
oolony — ^with  Parliament  sitting  and  a  strong 
naioiity  at  their  back,  we  shall  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  they  can  do  with  the 
exodus  and  the  "  unemployed  "  difficulty.  The 
bonoorable  gentleman  has  already  done  a  great 
deal  of  harm  to  the  colony  by  suspending  the 
aword  over  the  most  enterprising  settlers  in 
New  Zealand,  and  utterly  destroying  all  con- 
fidence ;  and  the  working-men  are  the  greatest 
sofieteiB.  We  have  inquiries  now  from  Sydney 
and  the  Australian  Colonies  generally  as  to 
what  the  efiect  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
policy  is,  and  the  reply  can  only  be  in  one 
dlKction.  The  Premier  told  us  that  we  had 
thousands  of  men  willing  to  work,  and  that 
all  that  was  required  was  to  open  the  lands 
to  these  people.  What  are  men  without 
money  to  do  upon  the  land  7  With  only  their 
swigs  on  their  backs,  and  nothing  to  com- 
mence the  arduous  work  of  settlement,  what 
•ui  they  do?  They  ean  do  very  little  until  they 
are  &st  able  to  save  some  money  and  make 
a  eranmencement.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  was  good  enough 
to  describe  in  piteous  terms  the  hardships  of 
settlets  in  the  bush  ;  but  the  honourable  gentla- 
man  himself  has  never  had  much  experience 
in  tbe  bosh  or  in  the  real  work  of  settlement. 
I  have  myself  gone  through  a  little  of  it  in  an 
experience  of  nearly  forty  years  in  the  colonies, 
and  I  never  thought  life  in  the  bush  to  be  a 
miserable  life,  and  I  deprecate  the  idle  talk  of 
men  whose  experience  is  altogether  confined  to 
tbe  towns.  I  have  mislaid  some  evidence  that 
eame  before  the  Labour  Bills  Committee  during 
the  last  few  days,  but  the  purport  of  the  evi- 
dence given  by  one  of  the  witnesses — Mr.  Allan 
Ward,  the  president  of  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Gooncil — is  that  "  he  would  be  very  sorry  in- 
deed to  send  his  boy  out  to  a  country  district  to 
go  cow-spanking,  and  work  for  sixteen  hours  a 
rn  day."  Boys  in  factories  who  are  ap- 
prenticed for  a  term  get  in  most  cases 
•ometbing  like  Ss.  or  Gs.  a  week  to  commence 
with,  their  wages  increasing  very  slowly  during 
the  term  of  their  indentures,  and  their  food 
and  lodging  cost  much  more  than  that,  even 
altiumgh  they  live  with  their  parents.  My  ex- 
peilenee  of  country  boys  is  that  they  start  at 
St.  to  lOs.  with  hoard  and  lodging,  and  their 
wages  increase  as  they  grow  to  be  more  useful ; 
and  they  are  thus  able  to  save  money  from 
tile  very  beginning.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  a  boy  in  the  towns  is  to  save  money  out 
of  his  6e.  a  week,  after  finding  food,  clothing, 
•od  lodging.  Then,  Sir,  we  had  a  ludicrous 
attempt  by  the  Premier  to  deny  that  the 
SBOO^IOO  to  be  raised  under  this  Bill  was  in 
any  sense  bonDwing,  because  it  was  to  be  used 
fo  nads  and  bridges  and  the  purchase  of 
HattTs  lands.  The  enormous  borrowings  of 
the  past  have  been  to  a  la^e  extent  used  for 
tlw  nniB  .poipoae* ;   yet  we  never  think  of 


separating  the  sums  so  used  when  totalling  up 
tbe  amount  borrowed  in  the  past.  That  the 
Premier,  with  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
his  offioo,  should  calmly  get  up  and  talk  suoh 
nonsense  as  this  is  really  most  extraordinary. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— That  is  unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Is  it?  When  did  it 
become  so?  I  agree  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kiccarton  in  their  opinion  that  clause 
4  is  a  very  dangerous  one.  ■!  can  understand 
that  good  use  might  be  made  of  it  if  modified, 
but  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it  as 
it  now  stands.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  power 
that  should  be  vested  in  any  Minister  of 
Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIS. — As  my  own  district  is  very 
much  interested  in  this  question  of  acquiring 
Native  lands,  it  might  not  be  out  of  place  for 
mo  to  say  a  few  words  on  tbe  subject.  We 
have  heard  from  various  members  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  with  regard  to  these  intended 
loans  the  Government  are  proposing  to  raise, 
that  when  the  people  of  the  colony  hear  of 
these  proposals  they  will  be  very  indignant 
indeed  at  money  being  borrowed  in  this  way. 
In  regard  to  myself,  I  may  state  that,  if  mem- 
bers think  the  country  is  opposed  to  loans  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  settlement,  I  say  in 
my  case  it  is  altogether  different.  When  I 
stood  on  the  platform  at  Wanganui  I  advocated 
strongly  that  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  the 
Government  should  borrow  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  up  the  lands  of  the  oolony  it 
was  the  present.  So  it  cannot  be  urged  that  I 
am  one  who  would  be  afraid  to  face  my  con- 
stituents when  I  advocate  that  it  is  necessary 
that  money  should  be  borrowed  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  Native  lands  and  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  bridges  for  the  promotion  of 
settlement  generally.  For  a  long  number  of 
years — forty  or  upwards — in  the  district  which 
I  represent,  we  have  been  confined  to  a  narrow 
strip  of  land ;  we  could  not  go  back  a  distance 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  vrithout  being  in  the 
midst  of  Native  land.  While  we  have  seen 
other  parts  of  the  colony  progressing — roads 
being  made,  and  settlement  taking  place — 
we  have  been  in  the  unfortunate  position  of 
knowing  that  by  no  possibility  could  settle- 
ment be  stretched  away  back,  and  settlers 
planted  on  the  back-country.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  times  have  been  changing.  The 
Government  have  seen  the  necessity  of  pur- 
cbasing  lands ;  they  have  succeeded  in  purchas- 
ing the  Waimarino  Block  and  various  other 
blocks,  and  land-sottlement  is  going  on  :  but  it 
has  been  going  on  too  slowly,  the  Natives  hold- 
ing land  in  large  quantities,  but  it  could  not 
be  acquired  because  the  Government  have  not 
had  the  money  with  which  to  make  tbe  pur- 
chase. By  this  proposed  loan  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands — 
which  I  consider  altogether  too  small,  but  it 
will  still  give  the  Government  the  means  of 
assisting  settlement  to  a  large  extent — by  means 
of  this  quarter  of  a  million,  large  numbers  of 
people  may  be  placed  on  lands   that  are  ai 
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?:e8ent  useless  alike  to  Europeans  and  Natives. 
ou  can  go  over  miles  of  land  and  see  nothing 
but  bush — very  beautiful  for  scenery,  but  use- 
less for  a  people  to  acquire  a  living  upon. 
When  this  money  is  raised,  matters  will  be 
changed ;  the  Government  will  have  the  means 
to  buy  land  from  the  Natives,  and  plant  people 
upon  it.  We  were  told  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  that 
this  was  a  profligate  scramble  for  borrowed 
money.  I  resent  this  language  altogether ;  it  is 
not  a  profligate  soramble,  but  an  honest  effort  to 
see  that  the  people  of  the  country  are  properly 
settled.  The  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to 
say  that  people  were  leaving  this  colony  in  enor- 
mous numbers  because  the  Qovernment  was 
not  giving  them  employment.  The  Govern- 
ment is  twitted  that  it  is  not  spending  money 
in  legitimate  employment.  I  say,  if  money  is 
to  be  spent  in  legitimate  employment,  it  should 
be  in  opening  up  these  lands.  The  charges 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  utterly  fall 
to  the  ground.  The  Laud  for  Settlements  Bill 
has  been  discussed  at  great  length,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  it  received  a  large  measure  of  sup- 
port, the  object  being  to  raise  money  by  which 
large  blocks  of  land  could  be  bought  back  for 
the  people.  The  part  of  the  colony  that  will 
benefit  by  that  measure  most  is  the  South 
Island.  And  rightly ;  I  do  not  grudge  the 
large  sums  of  money  being  spent  there.  But 
I  sav  that  members  from  the  South  Island 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  North  Island  mem- 
bers having  opportunities  of  getting  lands  pur- 
chased from  the  Natives  for  the  same  object 
for  which  they  themselves  desire  land.  I  very 
much  regret  that  Native  lands  are  going 
through  the  Land  Court  so  slowly.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  Government  using  more  energy 
in  the  way  in  which  land  is  put  through  the 
Court.  Whether  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting 
Judges  I  cannot  say;  but,  no  doubt,  il;  is 
going  through  altogether  too  slowly  for  settle- 
ment purposes,  and  I  do  hope  greater  efforts 
will  be  made  in  the  future  to  have  titles  de- 
fined more  quickly  them  they  have  been  in  the 
past.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  price  paid  for 
Native  land  is  too  small  —  that  the  Natives 
have  been  robbed.  But  it  has  not  been  taken 
into  consideration  that  the  smeJl  price  paid 
is  on  account  of  the  land  being  situated  away 
from  centres  of  population :  the  roading  that 
has  to  take  place,  and  the  surveys  having  to  be 
done  in  a  most  expensive  manner,  necessarily 
causes  this  land  to  be  of  very  small  value 
indeed  as  compared  with  land  near  settle- 
ments. The  Premier  said  to-day  that  it 
should  be  the  object  of  the  Government  to  buy 
lands  near  settlement,  not  to  have  them  so 
far  away.  I  only  wish  the  Government  were 
able  to  do  that,  but  I  am  afraid  they  vrill 
not  be  able.  The  land  is  far  back,  and  far 
away  from  where  people  can  get  those  com- 
forts they  should  be  able  to  get.  But  I  do  not 
think  the  country  people  want  all  these  com- 
forts. A  deplorable  picture  was  painted  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  about  their  miserable  life.  I  have 
been  among  them  and  have  seen  them,  and, 
Mr.  WiUis 


though  their  hardships  are  very  great,  I  have 
never  met  a  class  of  men  more  oheerfol, 
more  hopeful,  in  looking  forward  to  making 
homes  for  themselves.  The  picture  painted 
by  the  honourable  member  was  altogether 
different  from  what  I  have  found  the  circum- 
stances to  be.  What  can  be  happier  than  for 
a  man  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  he 
has  got  the  timber  off  his  land  and  the  grass 
down?  If  he  has  only  a  little  wbare,  no  mat- 
ter how  small,  he  feels  he  has  got  a  home 
where  he  can  look  forward  to  living  happily, 
instead  of  being  oppressed  by  the  strikes  and 
struggles  that  take  place  amongst  those  in  the 
cities.  Therefore,  instead  of  looking  at  this 
as  a  gloomy  picture,  it  is  quite  different  from 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  pointed  out. 
Of  course  the  position  of  some  of  them  might 
be  a  great  deal  improved,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  altogether  the  success  it  should  have 
been.  I  think  a  mistake  has  been  made  in 
planting  these  settlers  all  together  in  a  mass, 
where  they  have  not  opportunities  of  getting 
employment.  I  should  like  to  see  the  largec 
holdings  mixed  up  with  the  smaller,  so  that 
these  men  might  get  employment.  I  think 
the  Government,  before  (facing  men  on  these 
sections,  should,  in  the  first  place,  improve  the 
sections — at  any  rate  of,  say,  twenty-five  acres 
—by  cutting  the  bush  down,  and  thus  save  time, 
so  that  these  men  could  go  to  work  at  once, 
instead  of  having  to  wait  a  long  time  before 
they  got  the  bush  down  and  the  grass  on.  If 
this  were  done  the  Qovernment  would  be  im- 
proving their  own  freehold,  increased  valae 
would  be  given  to  the  land,  and  they  could 
afterwards  get  the  increased  value*  from  the 
tenants.  It  would  be  the  means  of  assisting, 
to  a  large  extent,  a  number  of  settlers  who  are 
only  too  anxious  to  help  themselves  if  oppor- 
tunity is  given.  Every  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  assist  land-settlement;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  this  scheme  of  borrowing  a  quarter  of 
a  million  of  money  is  as  good  as  many  of  the 
other  schemes  which  the  present  Government 
have  introduced.  Why,  even  the  approval  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  oaght 
to  be  sufficient  to  prove  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that  these  are  good  proposals. 

Mr.  BUDDC— I  am  bound  to  admit  that  I 
have  very  little  sympathy  with  settling  small 
settlers  on  bush-land.  I  consider  that  a  man 
without  capital,  except  under  special  condi- 
tions, cannot  thrive  on  bush-country.  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  that  in  this  Bill  no  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  leasing  of  Native  lands. 
I  think  that  would  be  a  much  easier  way  of 
acquiring  those  lands,  and  it  would  also  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  the  Natives,  who  ve 
know  are,  as  a  rule,  not  thrifty,  nor  do  they 
take  care  of  money,  espooially  when  they  get 
it  in  large  sums.  In  the  debate  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  I  indicated  very  clearly  thaA  I 
should  not  approve  of  the  large  sum  of  half  a 
million  being  borrowed  for  this  purpose.  I 
consider  half  of  that  sum,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  finances,  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
Am  I  to  understand  that  the  Govemment, 
in  introducing  this  Bill,  intend  to  inaugoxata 
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■  progressive  public-woiks  policy?  If  bo,  I 
think  it  will  be  the  daty  of  the  House  to  de- 
termine ivhether  there  is  a  necessity  for  such 
a  policy ;  and  also  if  it  is  judicious,  in  the  pre- 
sent Etate  of  the  labonr-market,  to  attract  large 
niunbeis  of  men  from  the  other  colonies,  who 
when  these  works  are  done  will  be  thrown  on 
the  laboor-market  of  this  colony.  As  to  the 
necesEity  for  roads  and  bridges  in  the  North 
Island,  I  believe  that  every  one  who  has 
travelled  in  the  North  Island  will  admit 
that  many  of  the  roads  are  in  a  wretched 
state,  and  that  bridges  are  urgently  required. 
Bnt  to  boild  bridges  in  remote  distriote,  and 
attract  a  population  there  that  is  not  at  all 
likely  to  be  a  settled  one,  is,  I  think,  inadvisable 
in  the  present  state  of  our  finances.  What  is 
wanted  is  land-settlement — giving  the  settlers 
the  right  to  make  their  own  roads,  and  so 
piDTide  for  their  present  wonts  until  their  land 
oeoomes  reproductive.  I  am  not  going  to  tra- 
verse the  pnblio-works  policy  of  the  past ;  but 
the  general  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  a  large 
proportion  of  those  works  were  entirely  un- 
neeessaiy.  In  regard  to  our  position,  I  may 
point  out  that  there  is  not  a  single  export  of 
the  colony  which  has  a  ready  market  at  payable 
prices,  if  we  except  dairy  produce.  The  hnest 
wheat  in  the  world  can  be  had  f.o.b.  at  Adelaide 
•t  2s.  Id.  a  bushel,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
hiTe  news  that  the  Argentine  and  India  have 
enormons  increases  in  their  wheat  yield  over 
last  year's.  In  wool  at  the  present  time  there 
ii  a  small  improvement :  and  I  think  we  must 
admit  there  is  very  great  room  for  improve- 
ment, considering  the  low  prices  which  have 
been  raling.  Dairy  produce  is  expected  to  be 
at  least  25  per  cent,  cheaper  in  the  coming 
season  than  it  has  been  during  the  past  sea- 
son; while  our  frozen-meat  industry,  although 
it  is  paying  its  way,  cannot  be  said  to  be  yield- 
ing a  profit.  This  Government  is  quite  strong 
enoogh  not  to  add  large  sums  to  our  public 
debt.  I  think  we  shall  have  to  run  the  colony 
more  strictly  on  business  lines,  and  I  consider 
om  policy  should  be  to  increase  the  amount  of 
settlement  on  improved  land,  giving  to  the 
settlers  the  right  to  make  their  own  roads. 
I  have  always  been  strongly  against  putting 
settlers  without  means  on  bush-land.  If  we  do 
as  I  suggest  we  shall  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  sturdy  yeomanry,  and  keep  the  labouring 
population  away  from  the  towns,  where  they 
cannot  get  anything  else  to  do  at  the  present 
time  bot  purely  relief-works.  I  shall  vote  for 
tte  (tcond  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  in  Commit- 
tee I  shall  do  my  best  to  get  the  amount  to  be 
expended  reduced  by  at  least  one- half. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  led  the  House 
to  infer  that  it  was  he  who  first  advocated 
the  opening-up  of  lands  by  roads  before  settle- 
ment takes  place.  Why,  that  policy  has  been 
advocated  not  only  by  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, bot  it  was  also  advocated  by  myself 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago.  I  have  always 
been  of  opinion  that  in  settling  a  block  of 
hod  the  moat  economical  way  of  proceeding 
b  to  ddvB  Ki  arterial  road  through  that  land. 


In  the  matter  of  bush-settlement,  I  have 
always  held  the  idea  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, before  placing  men  on  bush-land  who  are 
not  possessed  of  money,  that  certain  things 
should  be  done.  Say,  for  example,  that  a  man 
is  going  to  occupy  a  hundred  acres  of  land :  it 
is  a  great  benefit  not  only  to  the  Government, 
but  to  the  intending  occupier,  that  at  least  25 
per  cent,  of  the  bush  should  be  felled  and 
burned,  and  the  land  sown  in  grass,  so  that 
the  occupier  may  live  in  a  proper  and  com- 
fortable condition,  as  compared  with  what  he 
has  to  do  if  he  has,  upon  entering  on  his  land, 
to  cut  away  round  the  root  of  some  huge  tree 
before  he  can  get  a  sufficient  clearing  in  order 
to  establish  a  home  for  himself,  or  pitch  a 
tent  for  himself  and  his  wife  and  family.  That 
occurs  in  a  great  many  instances  in  the  settle- 
ments which  are  now  progressing.  I  would  also 
impress  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of 
having  these  improvements  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  experience  of  bush-settlers  who 
have  had  twenty  or  thirty  years'  experience  of 
felling  bush  and  sowing  it  with  grass.  Instead 
of  practising  the  improper  system  of  felling 
only  trees  of  a  certain  diameter,  and  allow- 
ing the  others  to  stand — which  is  a  great 
mistake — I  think  the  Government  would  be 
consulting  their  own  interests,  and  the  in- 
terests of  every  one  who  goes  on  the  land,  if 
they  caused  every  tree  to  be  felled,  with  the 
exception  of  some  trees  such  as  the  rata  and 
totara.  The  latter  tree  may  be  required  for 
fencing  and  other  purposes,  and  should  not  be 
burned;  and  the  rata  will  often  burn  down 
without  being  felled.  I  can  assure  honourable 
members  that  if  I  were  offered  land  with  the 
bush  standing,  or  to  have  the  bush  partially 
felled,  I  should  jirefer  to  have  the  standing 
bush.  I  speak  from  practical  experience  in 
this  matter,  because  I  have  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  acres  of  bush  felled,  and  have  seen 
it  done.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  clause  4 
of  this  Bill  will  give  such  powers  to  the  Minis- 
ter as  wUl  enable  him  to  permit  his  friends 
to  go  on  to  the  land  in  the  North  Island, 
and  either  gridiron  it  or  take  the  eyes  out  of 
the  blocks.  That  is  putting  a  wrong  construc- 
tion upon  the  Bill.  Let  us  take  this  posi- 
tion :  We  have  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
line :  hundreds  of  men  are  employed  there 
with  their  families.  They  are  constructing 
this  line  of  railway  through  Crown  lands. 
Many  of  them  have  been  there  for  two,  three, 
or  four  years,  and  they  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  acquire  a  smeJl  piece  of  land  upon  which  to 
found  a  home  for  themselves  suad  their  families. 
I  say,  while  they  are  working  in  the  locality 
of  Government  land,  it  should  be  the  privilege 
of  these  people,  who  are  the  pioneers  of  the 
country,  to  nave  a  sufficiency  of  land  upon 
which  to  make  a  home  ;  and,  whether  the  land 
be  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  the  Minister  or  his 
officers  will  carefully  see  that  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  monopolize  or  take  any  undue  quantity 
of  good  land.  If  the  Government  wish  to  en- 
courage settlement  of  good  land  in  small  areas 
they  must  offer  every  possible  facility  for  it, 
and  not  allow  red-tape  to  hinder  sucti  settle- 
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ment,  There  are  at  the  present  moment  a  very 
large  number  of  people  in  my  electorate  Trho 
are  anxious  to  go  upon  the  land,  and  take 
up  any  area  of  land  almost,  in  order  that  they 
may  make  a  home  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  instead  of  being  compelled  to  live  in 
tents  on  the  roadside,  just  as  if  they  were  so 
many  gipsies.  That  ia  not  the  manner  in 
which  the  people  of  this  country  should  be 
.  on  treated.  From  my  own  point  of  view, 
what  the  Oovemment  should  do  in 
the  matter  is  to  carry  out  the  law  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  provided  by  the  Bill  now  under 
discussion.  It  is  contended,  Sir,  that  the  Oo- 
vemment should  acquire  Native  lands  by 
lease,  and  sublet  it  to  the  people  of  this 
colony.  Now,  I  have  the  most  decided  and 
positive  objection  to  any  such  course  being 
adopted.  We  have  on  the  one  hand  given 
effect  to  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  moneyed  people  of  this  colony  from 
becoming  our  landlords,  and  we  say  the  Crown 
should  be  the  only  landlord.  If  this  applies 
to  the  case  of  Europeans,  why  should  it  not 
also  apply  in  the  case  of  Maoris  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  we  have  not  the  money 
with  which  to  buy  land.  I  say,  without  much 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  Government 
have  already  acquired  from  the  Maoris,  and 
have  in  their  possession,  as  much  Native  land 
as  it  is  possible  to  settle,  and  settle  judiciously 
and  properly,  within  the  next  five  or  six  years 
without  acquiring  another  acre.  But  wherever 
land  is  offered  for  sale,  and  at  such  prices  as 
the  Qovercment  can  acquire  it,  it  is  their  duty 
from  time  to  time  to  acquire  land ;  but  they 
need  not  expect  that  they  are  going  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Native  title  over  the  lands  of  the 
colony  within  one,  two,  or  three  years.  There- 
fore it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qovernment  to  utilise 
with  every  reasonable  expedition  the  land  that 
they  have  already  purchased.  And,  if  the  Go» 
vomment  do  as  they  intend  to  do  under  the 
Native  Laud  Bill  that  is  before  the  House,  I 
say  there  will  be  little  fear  indeed  of  the  land 
being  taken  up  by  private  individuals.  The 
Oovemment  can  proclaim  any  block  of  Native 
land  as  being  under  negotiation  for  purchase, 
and  so  prevent  any  private  dealings,  without 
any  legislation  other  than  that  which  we  have 
at  present.  But  on  that  head  I  would  say 
this :  There  has  been  a  very  great  deal  of  noise 
made  in  this  colony,  and  especially  in  this 
House,  for  purely  [Mtrty  purposes,  not  by  the 
present  Opposition  or  by  the  present  Oovem- 
ment, hut  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  the 
outcry  that  has  been  made  has  been  very  like 
demanding  the  locking  of  the  stable-door  after 
the  horse  is  lost.  Now,  what  do  the  Native 
lands  consist  of,  or,  rather,  that  portion  which 
still  remains  in  Native  hands?  They  consist 
obiefiy  of  forest;  and  lands  which  are  not  forest 
lands  can  only  bo  occupied  with  any  prospect 
of  profit  whatever  in  areas  varying  from  two 
thousand  to  twenty  thousand  acres.  But  there 
are  honourable  gentlemen  who  talk  as  if  any 
one  acre  was  equal  to  another.  Such  is  not  the 
case,  and  I  do  hope  that  a  reasonable  and  fair 
estimate  will  be  ma4e  of  the  present  situa> 
Mr.  Steven* 


tion  ai  compared  with  what  the  sitaation 
was  some  twenty  years  ago.  Providence  be- 
stowed  down  upon  us  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  any  colony  in  the  world  eTer  had, 
especitJly  on  the  coast  where  I  live,  when  it 
clad  the  whole  country  with  forest.  Had  it  not 
been  for  that,  the  whole  of  the  land  would 
before  now  have  been  mopped  up  and  mono- 

Solised  in  runs  varying  in  extent  up  to  a  hnn- 
red  thousand  acres.  Where  now  thouseuidB 
of  people  are  living  there  would  only  have  been 
as  many  sheep ;  and  what  the  Government 
should  do  is  to  offer  every  possible  inducement 
for  people  with  capital  to  come  and  make  their 
homes  and  settle  down  amongst  the  people 
who  require  capital  to  utilise  their  labour.  It 
is  a  physical  impossibility  for  a  country  to 
prosper  with  capital  only  or  with  labour  only. 
One  of  the  greatest  politioal  economists  has 
laid  it  down  that  capital  and  labour  must  run 
hand-in-hand.  Let  us  take  the  millions  of 
acres  in  the  back-country  along  the  west 
coast  of  this  Island  especially,  and  I  venture 
to  say  it  is  a  positive  wrong,  and  an  abeo- 
lute  absurdity,  and  will  retard  the  progress 
of  the  country,  to  have  any  such  legislMon 
passed  in  this  House  as  would  prevent  men 
with  £5,000,  £6,000,  or  £10,000  from  investiog 
their  money  there  for  the  purposes  of  bcma  fide 
Eettlement,  which  would  give  employment  to 
people  who  are  only  able  to  occupy  small  areas, 
but  require  work.  That  is  the  way  to  settle 
the  remainder  of  the  buah-country,  and,  if  Uie 
bush-oountry  is  only  to  be  settled  in  small 
areas  up  to  two  hundred  acres,  we  shall  have 
placed  ourselves  in  a  situation  which  will 
render  it  necessary  to  bring  down  further 
legislation  in  the  direction  of  permitting  the 
holders  of  these  small  areas  to  acquire  a 
sufficient  amount  of  land  in  order  to  live 
upon  the  soil  without  ontside  assistance.  At 
present  there  are  only  two  classes  of  indus- 
try which  are  suitable  for  our  bush-country. 
They  are  the  grovring  of  sheep  and  cattle  and 
the  dairy  industry.  These  are  the  only  in- 
dustries. There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
fruit  and  many  other  industries  that  might 
spring  up  if  they  were  only  fostered  and 
encouraged;  but  I  say  that,  owing  to  tho 
geographical  position  of  the  colony,  it  is  im- 
possible we  can  profitably  utilise  ovir  lands  for 
any  purpose  to  any  extent  other  than  those  for 
which  they  are  now  utilised.  Let  us  see  what 
amount  of  profit  one  can  make  out  of,  say, 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  that  is  suitable 
only  for  running  she^  or  cattle.  Why,  Sir, 
about  £400  per  annum,  under  tho  very  best 
circumstances,  is  what  one  would  get  from 
five  hundred  acres  of  land.  Such  being  the 
case,  for  a  man  with  a  family  of  five,  six,  or 
seven  children  I  say  that  is  not  sufficient, 
especially  when  those  children  have  grown 
up.  If  be  chooses  to  subdivide  his  land  ha 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so,  and  he  would 
therefore  require  a  greater  area.  With  respeet 
to  the  very  terrible  state  in  which  the  bush- 
settlers  live,  as  described  by  the  honoor.- 
able  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Bell), 
when  ha  said  that  they  live  in.  unhappiness 
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diaoomfort,  I  shonld  be  very  glad  if 
the  hononiable  gentleman  had  visited  perhaps 
the  moat  outlying  settlement  in  my  electorate, 
or,  indeed,  on  the  west  coast  of  this  Island, 
ai  some  honourable  members  and  myself  did 
the  other  day,  when  there  were  forty  children 
drawn  np  in  a  line,  who  wonld  do  credit  to  any 
ooantry  or  colony.  These  children,  I  can  assnre 
him,  are  equal  va  happiness,  in  health,  in  in- 
telligence, and  in  every  other  way  to  any  of  the 
diUdren  in  the  cities.  And  what  is  required 
for  the  purpose  of  making  these  settlements 
ncoaperons  is  that  these  children  shall  hane  the 
fairest  and  best  opportunity  of  obtaining  an 
edneation  that  will  fit  them  for  any  calling  in 
Ufe.  This  aboald  be  done,  but  I  regret  to  say 
that  in  the  past  such  has  not  been  the  oase. 
Thic  ookmy  has  looked  to  the  larger  centres  for 
edacational  institutions,  and  the  advantages  of 
this  edneation  are  only  available  in  -the  edu- 
eational  institntions  that  exist  in  the  large 
etBties,  but  these  large  institntions  are  not 
available  for  the  children  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  those  of  whom  I  have  just  spoken.  It 
was  only  twelve  months  ago  that  those 
settleta  began  to  move  out  to  the  locality 
io  wfaieh  uey  are  now  living ;  and  at  their 
own  cost  and  expense  they  are  erecting  their 
own  schoolhonse,  and  providing  their  own 
teacher,  and  they  are  not  in  the  position 
at  present  of  waiting  for  promises  to  be  ful- 
filled by  the  powers  that  be.  I  say  that  the 
Oovemment  should  make  every  possible  pro- 
vision, and  not  mete  out  to  Boards  of  Kduoa- 
tion  a  qiecific  sum  for  educating  the  children 
in  the  baek-«onntry.  It  may  be  there  are  thirty 
or  forty  families  assembled  or  set  down  pro- 
bably in  two  or  three  months,  and  the  Board 
of  Bdoeation  has  no  opportunity  of  knowing 
anything  about  them,  and  it  can  make  no 
provision ;  and  therefore  I  say  the  Minister  of 
Education  should  be  in  a  position  to  grant  a 
qteeial  vote  at  any  time  it  may  be  required, 
jather  than  allow  children  in  these  places  to 
go  for  siz  or  twelve  months  without  education. 
Now,  Sir,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  a  very 
desirable  one  indeed.  It  is  one  which  I  believe 
will  bear  good  fruit,  but  it  is  one  which  ought 
to  be  administered  with  the  greatest  possible 
liberality.  There  shonld  be  every  liberty  given 
to  the  KNi^  fide  working-men  who  are  working 
on  public  or  other  works,  and  who,  on  ac- 
eoont  of  what  work  is  likely  to  be  done  in  the 
vicinity  in  improving  the  land,  need  sections  for 
themMlvee.  I  aay  these  men  should  have  a 
fair  opportnnity  of  making  their  selection  if 
th«y  choose  out  of  the  particular  block,  and  of 
settling  npon  it,  without  the  necessity  of  having 
to  wait  for  several  years,  as  they  have  had  to 
do  in  a  great  many  cases.  I  assure  honourable 
gantlemen  these  are  men  who  are  as  able  and 
willing  as  any  man  in  the  colony  to  hew  out 

I  for  themselves  in  the  bush,  and  live  and 
npon  the  land.    Very  small  pieces  of 

rill  snffiee  for  the  purpose  while  they  can 
Mva  wages  from  the  Oovomment  for  their 
ieea   on   pnblic  works ;   but  immediately 

IB  paWe  works  cease  it  is  an  impossibility 

tfMi  mj  aan  make  a  living  npon  ten  acres  of 


land — ^nay,  npon  fifty  acres  of  land.  I  say  they 
shonld  be  permitted  to  acquire  such  land  as  will 
enable  them  to  live  within  the  four  comers  of 
the  district  where  they  find  their  work,  without 
troubling  to  run  all  over  the  colony  to  obtain 
work  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  their 
families.  Now,  I  hope  the  Government  will 
carry  out  what  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to- 
effect,  and  not  merely  put  it  on  the  statute- 
book.  If  we  are  to  enact  laws  in  this  House 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  they  should  be 
active  laws,  and  not  dormant  laws  ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  find  that  a  great  many  of  the  laws  that 
we  have  made  are  dormant  laws  and  not  active 
laws ;  and  I  am  under  the  impression  that  we 
might  even  have  done  without  some  of  these 
provisions  in  connection  with  the  Bill  before 
the  House,  which  honourable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  occupying  the  Minis- 
terial benches,  have  put  in,  wishing  to  place 
themselves  beyond  the  suspicion  or  derision  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  them.  But  any 
Minister  of  the  Crown  who  exercises  that  which 
he  believes  to  be  reasonable  justice  in  oases 
which  come  before  him  at  once  finds  petitions 
laid  before  the  House  from  those  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  injured,  and  honourable  members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  characterize  the 
Minister  as  anything  but  of  the  purest  water. 
And  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  great 
deal  in  our  laws  which  would  otherwise  be  un- 
necessary for  the  purpose  of  giving  efiect  to  the 
desires  or  requirements  of  those  to  whom  we 
must  look  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  those  people  who  are  going  to  hew 
out  homes  for  themselves  in  the  bush.  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  this :  I  do  not  think  it 
will  serve  any  good  purpose  to  have  the  whole 
of  the  improvements  made  upon  the  land  by 
the  Government  before  asking  those  people  to 
occupy  them.  I  say,  if  one-fourth  of  those 
improvements  were  effected  on  the  land,  the 
occupier  could  then  utilise  his  time  in  making 
the  remainder  of  the  improvements  while  he  is 
out  of  work.  This  is  really  what  they  desire. 
What  they  really  require  is  the  nucleus  in  the 
shape  of  clearing  and  good  roads  before  they 
are  asked  to  take  possession  of  the  property. 
I  know  there  are  a  number  of  honourable  gentle- 
men in  this  House  who  think  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  people  to  go  and  live  in  the  bush. 
That  is  quite  a  fallacy.  And  it  is  also  a  cer- 
tain fact  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
people  who  have  left  a  most  admirable  lo- 
cality for  future  settlement  because  up  to  the 
present  time  they  have  been  unable  to  acquire 
the  land  they  desired,  though  they  have  been 
walking  over  it  every  day.  It  is  held  back  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  red-tapeism  of 
the  Act,  which  I  think  quite  unnecessary.  Now 
touching  again  on  the  subject  of  Native  lands, 
I  contend  that  any  person  who  wishes  to  ac- 
quire a  piece  of  Native  land  of  an  area  laid 
down  by  the  land-laws  of  the  colony  should  he- 
permitted  to  do  so,  provided  it  is  intended  for 
0071^  fid»  occupation,  just  in  the  same  way  aa 
Crown  lands  are  intended  for  bond/Ue  ocoupa4 
tion.  I  know  in  many  plaoes  in  this  Island  ther* 
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are  sons  of  desirable  settlers  who  would  be  glad  to 
acquire  lands  from  the  Katives,  and  pay  even  a 
higher  price  for  it  than  the  Government  would 
pay.  And,  Sir,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  Heaven, 
what  objection  can  there  be  against  two  settlers, 
both  of  whom  ore  citizens  of  New  Zealand, 
both  understanding  the  nature  of  their  under- 
taking, entering  into  an  engagement?  It  is 
simply  because  a  cry  has  been  got  up  to  the 
efiect  Uiat  any  one  who  deals  with  a  particle 
of  Native  land  is  a  speculator  or  a  land-shark, 
or  is  dishonest.  Now,  I  hope  the  Oovernmeut 
will  remember  my  views  on  this  subject,  and,  if 
I  should  have  the  pleasure  of  being  here  two  or 
three  years  heuce,  or  probably  longer,  I  feel 
as  certain  as  possible  that,  if  the  Natives  are 
prevented  from  disposing  of  their  lands  to 
Europeans  under  the  system  I  have  described, 
settlement  in  this  country  will  be  very  much 
slower  indeed  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 
With  these  few  remarks  I  will  conclude,  in  the 
hope  that  this  Bill  will  become  law,  and,  having 
become  law,  that  the  Qovemment  will  make  it 
an  active  measure  and  not  a  dormant  measure. 
And,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said 
with  regard  to  clauses  i  and  6,  it  is  my  humble 
opinion  that  these  clauses  only  give  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  that  liberty  to  which  he  is  entitled 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Grown.  It  is  surrounded 
with  the  greatest  possible  safeguards,  because 
not  one  of  those  transactions  can  be  ratified 
until  ratified  by  Parliament.  It  states  here 
most  particularly  that  authority  of  Parliament 
is  to  be  obtained, — in  seotion  4.  Therefore,  if 
anything  that  may  be  done  by  the  Minister 
is  done  unjustly  or  unfairly,  his  action  may  be 
reversed  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  — Well,  that  is  my  view 
of  it,  and,  if  it  is  not  so  intended,  I  hope  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  will,  in  his 
generous  kindness,  assist  this  House  to  make 
it  as  good  a  measure  as  this  House  and  the 
honourable  member,  I  am  sure,  desire  to  see  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— Before  the  Minister 
replies,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  Bill.  We  have  had  two  or  three  very 
extraordinary  speeches  this  afternoon,  but  we 
have  heard  very  little  about  the  Bill.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  gave  us  a  lecture  on  bush -settlement. 
He  evidently  sets  himself  up  as  an  authority  on 
everything  pertaining  to  farming,  and  he  drew 
a  very  doleful  picture  of  a  settler's  life.  If  we 
have  many  speeches  such  as  his  in  this  House 
it  will  probably  prevent  a  great  many  of  our 
young  men  from  going  into  the  country  and 
becoming  settlers.  Sir,  that  honourable  gentle- 
man has  taken  very  good  care  to  divest  him- 
self of  all  his  own  property,  and  he  is  now  an 
extreme  Radical  so  far  as  the  land-laws  are 
concerned.  In  speaking  of  the  life  of  a  bush- 
settler,  I  take  a  very  different  view  from  that 
expressed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  it  would  be  much  better  if 
a  large  number  of  those  young  men  who  now 
remain  in  the  tovras,  and  go  into  factories  and 
such  places,  and  eke  out  a  very  miserable 
existence,  where  they  get  haU-poiaoned  with 
Mr,  Stevena 


foul  air,  were  to  go  into  the  back-country  aad 
become  bush-setUera.  They  would  not  find 
it  at  all  the  miserable  life  depicted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  this 
afternoon.  Any  man  who  has  spent  a  few 
years  in  the  bush  -  settlements  in  this  or 
the  neighbouring  colonies  will  admit  at  onoe 
that  there  is  not  a  class  of  people  who  enjoy 
a  pleasanter  life  and  better  health  than  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  our  colonies.  It  will  be  a 
very  bad  day  indeed  for  this  or  any  other 
colony  when  our  young  men  become  so  effemi- 
nate that  they  will  prefer  to  loll  about  the 
street-comers  of  our  towns  and  spend  th«t 
time  in  frivolity  and  amusement  instead  of 
going  back  into  the  country  districts  and  be- 
ooming  settlers.  However,  I  will  pass  from 
that  to  the  few  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton,  who  gave  us  a  lectan 
upon  gridironing.  I  have  no  doubt  thair  that 
honourable  gentleman,  like  some  others  in 
Canterbury,  has  got  gridironing  on  the  brain. 
I  believe  it  is  a  very  popular  subject  in  Can- 
terbury; but  any  one  who  uses  that  term  in 
reference  to  the  North  Island  does  not  know 
what  he  is  talking  about.  To  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  anything  approaching  gridiron- 
ing could  take  place  under  the  control  of  the 
present  Minister  of  Lands  is  a  great  stretch 
of  ims^nation.  The  system  under  which 
these  bush-settlements  are  formed  is  this :  A 
number  of  men  can  apply  for  a  number  of 
sections  under  this  system,  and,  so  soon  as  the 
Minister  can  acquire  a  block  of  land  suitable 
for  that  class  of  settlement,  the  block  is  sur- 
veyed in  sections  by  the  Survey  Department, 
and  the  applications  are  received  publicly  from 
those  who  are  prepared  to  take  up  the  sections. 
As  for  anything  approaching  gridironing,  the 
very  idea  of  such  a  thing  taJcing  place  is  the 
utmost  nonsense.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  I 
am  greatly  in  favour  of  that  particular  system 
of  settlement.  It  is  a  new  experiment,  bow- 
ever,  and  has  not  hod  a  fair  test  yet — that  is, 
improving  bush-lands  first,  and  letting  them 
afterwards  to  the  men  who  fell  the  busb.  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
he  is  now  entering  upon  a  class  of  settlement 
with  which  he  can  have  had  very  little  expe- 
rience. He  has  been  accustomed,  prinoipaUy, 
to  the  opening- up  of  lands  in  the  Middle 
Island,  and  when  ne  comes  to  deal  with  the 
bush-lands  under  this  system  he  will  find  that 
it  is  necessary  to  exercise  the  utmost  care  and 
caution ;  else  very  grave  mistakes  will  be  made. 
For  instance,  a  number  of  men  may  be  em- 
ployed to  fell  bush  at  a  good  rate  of  wage,  and, 
unless  this  bush  is  properly  felled,  in  oar  wot 
districts  in  the  North,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
get  a  good  bum ;  any  one  who  has  had  anything 
to  do  with  that  bushfelling  or  clearing  knows 
by  experience  that,  unless  the  undergrowth  and 
everything  else  is  properly  felled,  and  eveiy^ 
thing  done  in  a  proper  way,  it  is  impossible  to 
get  a  good  bum,  with  the  result  that  the  land 
on  which  the  bush  is  felled  may  have  to  lie  for 
a  number  of  years  before  you  can  get  it  bnmtd 
off.  Another  thing  I  should  like  to  state  U> 
the  Minister  is  that  this  class  of  work  should 
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be  oanfined  entirely  to  liz  months  o{  the  year. 
Mo  boah  ahonld  be  felled  in  the  simmier  months 
in  the  North  Island,  because  in  the  dry  season 
the  chances  are  that  some  one  may  drop  a 
match  accidentally,  and  the  fire  may  be  oarried 
throngh  Uie  busfa,  which  may  not  be  burnt  out 
pK>perly  ;  abd  the  result  may  be  that  a  lot  of 
trees  may  be  there  for  years  before  they  can 
be  properly  burned,  and  the  cost  of  felling 
the  boah  is  practically  lost.  3o  in  dealing 
with  this  class  of  settlement  I  would  suggest  to 
the  Minister  that  he  will  require  to  be  very 
eazefol  indeed,  otherwise  veiy  grave  mistakes 
may  arise.  Then,  coming  to  the  proposal  which 
is  to  give  a  man  who  fells  the  bush  the  pre- 
smptiTe  right  of  selection,  I  think  that  is  a  yery 

Siood  proposal,  in  this  way :  If  the  man  who  is 
ailing  the  bosh  intends  to  take  up  the  land  he 
will  have  a  particular  interest  in  felling  it 
properly,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  the  work 
being  slammed.  In  this  work  it  is  impossible 
for  any  inspector  to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown 
merely  to  visit  the  blocks  to  tell  whether  the 
work  is  done  properly  or  not.  The  only  safe- 
guard by  whicli  they  can  secure  that  object 
would  be  by  compelling  the  man  to  go  through 
the  bosh  first  and  fell  all  the  under-scrub.  If 
that  is  not  done  it  will  be  impossible  to  tell 
wfaetha  the  work  is  done  properly  or  not.  So 
that  the  Minister  will  need  to  be  very  careful.  In 
reference  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  said  in  criticizing  the  amount 
of  £aO,000  as  the  probable  sum  to  be  expended 
on  this  class  of  settlement,  the  honourable 
gentleman  argued  that  there  is  a  large  expen- 
aitnre  proposed  in  this  Bill  for  road-works, 
BQ  independent  of  bushfelling  altogether ; 
bot,  in  fact,  I  myself  would  sooner  see 
the  whole  of  the  money  spent  in  roading  the 
land  than  even  in  felling  the  bush;  for  this 
reason :  We  have  any  number  of  farmers'  sons 
in  the  country — ^practical  men,  who  understand 
how  to  farm  bush-land.  If  the  Crown  will  only 
load  these  lands  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  getting  these  lands  taken  up ; 
they  will  be  taken  up  immediately.  A  great 
many  persona  will  be  in  a  position  to  take  up 
that  land,  and  they  will  be  able  to  employ 
a  great  number  of  men  who  are  at  present  de- 
pendJTig  upon  the  State  for  employment.  If 
you  put  on  bnsh-land  a  class  of  people  who  are 
not  accustomed  to  bush-work,  depend  upon  it 
those  men  will  be  a  failure.  Bush-farming 
cannot  be  learned  in  a  day  or  two.  It  requires 
•ome  yeara'  experience  to  enable  men  to  be- 
come bosh-farmers,  and  I  hope  the  Minister 
will  be  very  careful  in  carrying  out  his  system 
of  settlement  under  this  Bill.  I  hope  it  is  not 
intended  to  establish  the  system  of  farming 
now  established  up  at  Levin.  There  the  settlers 
expected  to  be  provided  for  by  the  State  as  long 
aa  they  lived;  and  the  last  speaker,  I  think, 
intended  something  approaching  that  in  his 
■pc«ch.  He  said  it  was  impossible  for  small 
■sttlers  to  get  a  living  on  twenty  or  even  fifty 
mctta  of  land  unless  the  Government  supplied 
I  tb«m  with  work.  My  idea  of  settlement  is 
I  this :  that  if  a  settler  gets  assistance  for  a  few 
he  onght  not  to  look  to  the  Qovemment 


for  assistance  any  longer.  I  would  not  give  » 
fig  for  the  settler  who  is  always  looking  to  the 
Qovemment  for  assistance.  Unless  they  have 
sufficient  self-reliance  they  will  never  beooma 
good  settlers.  Therefore  suggesting  that  the 
Qovemment  should  put  on  these  bush -farms 
a  class  of  men  who  expect  always  to  fall 
back  upon  the  Qovemment  for  work  is  a  mis- 
take ;  no  greater  mistake  could  be  made  by  any 
Qovemment.  If  we  want  them  to  succeed  wa 
must  put  upon  these  bush-farms  a  olasg  of  men 
who  possess  a  knowledge  and  experience  of 
bush-farming.  Now,  Sir,  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  purchasing  Native  lands :  that  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  proposals 
that  have  been  brought  before  the  House  this 
session.  I  do  not  Imow  whether  the  Qovem- 
ment are  going  to  be  successful  in  their  opera- 
tions or  not.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  at  the 
present  time  in  the  Native  mind  against  selling 
to  the  Government.  I  do  not  think  that  for  the 
last  twenty  years  feeling  was  ever  so  strong 
or  so  intense  as  it  is  now  in  the  North  Island. 
There  is  an  agitation  going  on  amongst  the 
Natives  to  this  effect  :  that  they  should  be 
allowed  the  pre-emptive  right;  and  I  believe 
the  Government  wiU  find  they  will  be  able  to 
secure  very  little  Native  land  for  some  time. 
The  Natives  are  agitated,  and  consider  they 
have  a  grievance,  and  tliey  object  to  the  Qo- 
vemment refusing  to  give  them  the  right  of 
free  trade  in  their  own  lands ;  and  that  will  be 
the  great  difficulty  the  Government  will  have 
to  deal  with.  But  I  hope  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
in  dealing  with  this  measure,  as  I  presume  he 
is  going  to  have  charge  of  that  department, 
intends  to  appoint  a  Land -purchase  Board. 
If  he  wonts  to  make  this  a  success  he  must 
shake  himself  clear  of  the  pakeha-Maori  ele- 
ment— an  element  that  we  find  hanging  about 
every  Native  district  in  the  North  Island,  and 
an  element  that  seems  to  live  and  fatten 
upon  the  Natives.  If  he  wants  to  make  it  a 
success  he  must  shake  himself  clear  of  the 
pakeha-Maori  element,  and  must  set  up  a  nevr 
Native  Land  Purchase  Board,  consisting  of  men 
who  will  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  valua- 
tion and  purchase  of  Native  land ;  and  I  hope 
he  will,  as  far  as  he  possibly  can,  bring  to 
a  conclusion  the  purchase  of  blocks  now  par- 
tially purchased.  I  understand  that  a  large 
number  of  blocks  in  the  North  Island  have  been 
partially  purchased  for  some  years  past,  but 
until  these  purchases  are  completed  it  is  im- 
possible to  deal  with  these  lands  and  open 
them  for  settlement.  If  he  succeeds  in  doing 
that,  then  he  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the 
whole  of  the  people  in  the  North  Island.  The 
whole  system  of  Native-land  purchase  in  the 
North  Island  for  years  past  has  been  a  system 
of  bungling,  and  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  take  a  new  departure  in  that  respect. 
Then,  Sir,  I  would  suggest  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  should  have  a  return  pre- 
pared every  year  showing  the  operations  under 
this  Bill.  I  think  we  should  know  where  the 
lands  have  been  purchased,  the  quality  of  the 
land,  the  amount  that  has  been  paid  for  it,  and 
when  the  purchase  of  the  block  is  likely  to  ba 
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completed.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no  one 
in  this  House  at  the  present  time  who  can 
tell  what  quantity  of  Native  land  we  have 
purchased  wiiliin  the  last  five  or  six  years, 
the  number  of  blocks  the  purchase  of  which  has 
been  completed,  or  what  position  these  blocks 
are  in.  I  fear  a  very  poor  account  could  be 
given  of  the  money  that  has  been  spent  undef 
that  system.  If  the  Minister  will  take  a  new 
departure  and  set  up  a  new  Native  Land  Pur- 
chase Board — I  do  not  suggest  that  he  should 
set  up  the  same  Board  as  is  provided  in  the 
Bill  for  purchasing  private  lands,  but  there 
should  be  two  or  three  gentlemen  on  this  new 
Board  in  whom  the  Qovernment  could  place 
the  fullest  reliance  as  to  their  good  judgment, 
and  these  men  should  visit  and  inspect  every 
block  before  it  is  purchased,  and  see  that  we 
got  fair  value  for  our  money,  because  I  believe 
that  a  number  of  blooks  that  have  been  pur- 
chased in  tliis  Island  will  never  be  fit  for  settle- 
ment purposes.  In  dealing  with  this  question, 
I  am  sure  the  Natives  are  pretty  well  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  although  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
sometimes  complains  of  their  being  hardly 
dealt  with ;  I  think  in  many  instances  during 
past  years  they  have  been  able  to  hold  their 
own  in  selling  land.  But  I  would  suggest,  when 
the  Native  Land  Purchase  Bill  is  brought 
down,  that  in  all  our  settled  districts — such 
as  wo  have  in  the  northern  parts  of  Auck- 
land, where  the  Natives  own  blocks  of  land 
not  of  any  great  extent  —  they  should  have 
the  fullest  liberty  to  deal  with  those  lands  as 
they  like — that  the  Government  should  not 
claim  the  pre-emptive  right  over  these  lands. 
In  that  part  of  the  colony  for  many  years  the 
Natives  nave  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing 
directly  with  the  settlers.  Most  Native  lands 
have  been  bought  from  the  Natives  by  settlers. 
There  has  been  no  difficulty,  no  disturbance ; 
the  Natives  and  Europeans  live  upon  the  most 
friendly  terms,  and  I  think  these  people  may  be 
allowed  to  deal  with  their  lands  as  they  think 
proper;  and,  as  land  is  always  sold  in  small 
areas,  there  is  no  danger  of  the  aggregation  of 
large  estates.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  Bill,  and  I  cannot  seo  anything  in 
the  measure  which  any  honourable  member 
could  take  any  objection  to.  If  the  Bill  is 
passed  and  tho  Minister  gets  the  necessary 
powers  to  get  tho  money  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  I  feel  certain  that  under  the 
honourable  gentleman's  careful  administration 
the  Bill  will  bo  a  great  success.  It  is  very 
much  needed  in  the  North  Island :  in  fact,  at 
the  present  timft  we  have  scarcely  any  land 
open  for  settlement,  and  I  am  sure  every  settler 
in  the  North  Island  will  bo  pleased  when  this 
Bill  becomes  law.  I  have  no  foar  of  any 
abuses  cropping  up  under  this  Bill  as  long  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  the  administra- 
tion of  it.  I  am  sure  the  Bill  will  be  carefully 
administered,  and  I  have  therefore  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  M.  .SMITH.— As  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant Bill,  dealing  with  half  a  million  of 
money,  and  as  it  traverses  the  pablio-workg 

Mr,  Thompton 


polioy  of  the  Oovemment,  I  think  it  my  daty 
to  say  something  about  it.  This  is  the  Bill  of 
all  Bills  that  I  have  been  waiting  for,  because  I 
think  it  will  do  more  good  for  the  North  lalaad 
than  all  the  other  Bills  put  together.  I  am 
surprised  beyond  measure  to  hear  any  honoor- 
able  member  representing  a  constituency  of  the 
South  Island  getting  up  and  speaking  against 
this  Bill,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  be  fonnd 
voting  against  it.  Did  we  not  tell  them  this: 
that  we  supported  the  Land  for  Settlemente 
Bill  because  we  who  represent  the  North  Island 
knew  that  none  of  that  money  would  be  spent 
in  the  North  Island,  but  that  its  expenditure 
would  be  confined  strictly  to  the  Middle  Island, 
and  that  we  did  not  wish  all  the  money  to  be 
spent  in  the  North  Island  ?  That  is  the  sop  in 
the  pan  we  gave  yon  to  get  your  support  to  this 
Bill.  We  do  not  want  to  lure  young  men  from 
the  Middle  Island,  and  bring  them  up  to  the 
North  Island  to  settle  on  the  bush-lands.  But 
what  we  do  want,  and  what  the  Minister  is 
desirous  of  doing,  is  to  settle  these  lands 
properly,  and  he  cannot  do  that  without  roads 
and  bridges,  so  he  must  have  the  money  asked 
for  in  this  Bill.  Now,  if  honourable  members 
were  to  go  up  into  my  district  and  I  were  to 
show  them  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
country  for  the  want  of  roads,  they  would  come 
back  to  this  House  and  support  this  Bill.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Minister  will  lay  every  penny  of 
this  money  out  wisely  and  well.  I  believe  he 
will  road  tho  lands  and  bridge  the  most 
dangerous  rivers,  and  then  settlement  must 
progress.  When  honourable  members  talk 
against  this  Bill  it  shows  me  they  have  not 
been  on  an  electioneering  tour  through  those 
districts,  or  they  would  know  better.  Bat 
I  have ;  and  what  is  the  result  ?  Some  of 
these  men  have  gone  beyond  the  roads,  and 
have  taken  up  land  in  the  Tanner  and  other 
settlements,  and  in  the  settlements  up  the 
Junction  Road,  and  these  men  tell  me  they 
would  not  go  back  to  Christchurch  into  the 
warehouses  they  worked  in  before  if  you  gave 
chom  10s.  a  day.  These  men  told  me  Qiat, 
and  I  know  they  are  in  an  independent  posi- 
tion. They  feel  proud  that  they  see  before 
them  two  hundred  acres  they  can  call  theii 
own,  and  can  produce  for  themselves  and  theic 
families  all  they  require.  When  they  vrant 
butchers'  meat  they  can  go  out  with  their  rifle. 
There  is  any  amount  of  fish  in  tho  river,  and 
what  with  wild  oattlo,  and  pigs,  and  pigeons 
there  is  no  fear  but  that  they  will  have  plenty 
of  food  in  the  house — that  is,  men  on  the 
frontiers.  And  they  work  from  daylight  to 
dark;  and  what  is  the  result?  They  have  got 
a  large  amount  of  the  bush  down :  but  when 
they  sow  grsAS-secd,  and  know  that  they  can- 
not get  their  produce  to  market  without  a 
bridge  over  the  dangerous  Waitara  River,  it  is 
no  wonder  they  are  asking  the  Government  to 

Srovide  funds  to  build  a  bridge  across  this 
angeious  river.  To  show  how  the  Minister  is 
putting  these  people  on  the  land,  I  will  giv« 
an  instance.  A  poor  man  and  his  family, 
brought  up  in  the  Old  Country  strictly  as  a 
farmer's  man,  sold  out,  and  expended  almost 
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•0  the  money  he  posaessed  in  coming  here. 
They  homed  this  man's  clothing,  under  the 
qoanntine  regulations.  He  intended  going  to 
Ganterboiy,  but  he  had  to  come  to  Taranaki 
baeanse  he  had  not  sufficient  money  to  pay 
his  passage  any  further.  I  heard,  through  a 
friend  of  mine,  of  the  man  and  his  family  being 
in  a  dei^orable  state,  having  landed  with  only 
a  few  shillings,  and  he  had  taken  a  house  on 
the  outskirts  because  it  was  cheap.  I  went 
to  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioner,  who  com- 
municated with  the  Minister,  and  the  Minis- 
ter gave  instructions  that  this  man  should  be 
taken  on  road-work  in  the  place  of  a  man  who 
had  given  it  up.  He  was  taken  on,  and  started 
wwk  on  the  Mimi  Boad.  They  told  him  there 
was  work,  and  if  he  liked  to  take  it  the  condi- 
tions were  that  he  should  receive  a  small  block 
of  land  where  he  could  live  with  his  family, 
there  was  plenty  of  firewood,  and  that  be  must 
pat  up  a  whare  within  a  month.  The  man 
aeoepted  the  terms.  They  are  now  surveying  a 
block  close  to  the  road,  and  this  man  will  get  a 
hundred  acres.  I  undertake  to  say  that  within 
twelve  mtmtbs  he  will  be  in  sin  independent 
position,  and  road-work  will  be  found  for  him. 
This  is  going  on  all  over  the  country ;  and  while 
we  have  these  good  results  and  this  kind  of  ad- 
ministration by  the  Minister  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  back  the  Government  up.  We  know 
they  cannot  make  roads  and  bridges  in  addi- 
tion to  making  other  improvements.  When 
the  honourable  member  for  Eaiapoi  said  he  was 
in  favour  of  these  men  being  put  on  land  and 
being  asked  to  make  the  main  arterial  roads  of 
the  district,  I  was  shocked  to  hear  any  honour- 
able gentleman  professing  to  have  the  interests 
of  the  settlers  at  heart  seeking  to  do  this.  I 
know  some  of  the  roads  are  formed,  and  the 
metal  costs  £600  a  mile ;  and  the  settlers  have 
not  only  paid  the  Government  for  their  land, 
but  have  gone  in  for  two  loans,  and  have  taxed 
themselves.  Some  of  the  rivers  in  the  district 
are  not  bridged,  and  it  is  impossible  in  some 
of  the  rapid  riyers  to  have  fords.  I  say,  of 
all  the  things  the  Government  requires  to 
do  in  the  interests  of  progress  and  the  settler 
tbe  nuun  thing  is  to  put  up  bridges  and  make 
zoads.  With  regard  to  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke 
save  some  valuable  hints  to  the  Government, 
bat  I  can  give  a  few  hints  that  are  more  valu- 
able. He  asked  the  Government  to  set  up  a 
sipecial  Board  for  purchase.  I  think  there  is  no 
necessity  for  anything  of  the  kind.  All  that 
is  required  is  an  expert  or  two  selected  by  the 
Government  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  Land 
Board,  and  to  report  to  the  Land  Board  on  the 
blocks  of  land  within  the  surrey  districts, 
Mid  when  one  of  these  has  got  the  sanction 
of  the  Natives  to  sell  to  the  Government  it 
riioald  be  for  the  Board  to  visit  the  land  and 
fcom  time  to  time  advise  the  Government,  and 
the  purchase  conld  be  completed.  I  have  a 
li«t  of  blocks  of  land  which  I  will  not  weary 
-the  House  by  reading — some  purchased,  some 
pMitly  purohaoed,  and  some  waiting  for  the 
Oovemment  to  purchase — and  if  these  pur- 
43haM8  lie  completed  then  the  Lands  Depart- 


ment will  have  large  quantities  of  land  during 
two  or  three  years.  I  have  here  a  map  show- 
ing the  Native  lands,  and  I  shall  be  willing  to 
show  it  to  other  honourable  gentlemen.  I  can 
show  that  between  Auckland  and  Taranaki 
Provinces  there  are  seven  millions  of  acres 
waiting  for  settlement,  and  a  large  area  that 
can  be  purchased.  But  how  ?  Not  with- 
out passing  these  policy  Bills  and  giving  the 
Government  the  sums  they  ask  for.  We  talk 
about  borrowing  a  few  millions.  I  am  sur- 
prised. I  have  always  preached  that  this 
Government  should  borrow  five  millions,  and 
ear-mark  it  entirely  for  the  purchase  of  Na- 
tive lands.  I  know  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District  will  object 
to  it,  but  I  ask  the  House  not  to  pay  any 
attention  to  him.  I  think  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  Natives.  When  I  was  the 
pioneer  of  the  Mokau  we  found  blocks  of  land 
that  the  Maoris  had  never  so  much  as  ^hot  a 
tui  on.  We  got  a  lease,  but  before  we  got  the 
lease  the  Government  could  have  purchased  it 
for  Is.  6d.  an  acre,  but  they  had  no  money, 
and  were  not  inclined  to  purchase  it.  And  we 
are  paying  the  Natives  £150  a  year :  uo  matter 
whether  wo  make  a  penny  out  of  the  land  or 
not  we  have  to  pay  the  rent,  and  they  take 
care  always  to  get  their  rent  in  advance.  We 
are  paying  them  £150  for  what  was  no  good  to 
them  in  the  past,  and  what  would  be  no  good 
to  them  now  but  for  the  energy  and  enterprise 
of  the  Europeans,  who  came  into  the  country 
and  surrounded  the  Natives  with  the  blessings 
of  civilisation.  I  object  to  the  Government 
having  the  pre-emptive  right  to  deal  with 
Native  land.  I  am  willing  they  should  have 
the  right  to  acquire  blocks  of  land  in  districts 
where  there  is  no  European  settlement.  When 
I  see  hundreds  and  thousands  of  acres  allowed 
to  grow  over  with  furze,  and  a  nuisance  to 
the  neighbours,  and  know  they  are  not  sub- 
ject to  fencing  or  road-deviation,  or  anything 
the  same  as  Europeans,  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  country  if  the  Government  did 
not  surround  these  lands  of  the  Natives,  and 
did  not  attempt  to  acquire  the  pre-emptive 
right,  and  if  they  put  loss  of  these  lands  under 
the  control  of  the  Public  Trustee.  We  should 
individualise  these  lands  as  quickly  as  we  can. 
If  the  Natives  came  to  the  Government  to  say, 
"Give  us  the  Crown  grant  and  we  are  pre- 
pared to  become  Europeans,  subject  to  taxes, 
and  rood-deviations,  and  fencing,  and  all  the 
things  required  of  Europeans,"  that  would 
be  the  way  to  deal  with  the  Native  lands 
in  the  interests  of  both  Natives  and  Euro- 
peans. I  believe  the  day  will  never  return 
when  people  will  be  able  to  get  large  blocks  of 
a  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  I  for  one  hope 
it  never  will  return,  and  will  do  my  "  level 
best "  to  prevent  such  large  blocks  from  being 
SMsquired.  I  believe  the  greatest  blessing  ever 
bestowed  on  New  Zealand  was  the  bush.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  bush  these  lands  would 
not  have  been  the  storehouses  of  accumulated 
wealth  they  are  now,  because  if  they  hod  been 
clear  they  would  have  been  gobbled  up  like 
the  lands  on  the  East  Coast.     If  we  put  a 
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poor  man  on  these  bush-lands,  at  the  setme 
time  giving  him  employment  on  the  roads, 
we  are  giving  him  an  independency  he  could 
not  get  in  any  other  country.  All  we  have 
to  do  is  to  legislate  in  the  interests  of  the 
masses,  and  not  oi  the  classes,  and  to  watch 
the  Oovornment,  and  support  them  through 
thick  and  thin.  We  Me  extending  Liberalism, 
and  administering  the  affairs  in  the  interest 
of  the  nation.  Knowing  this,  I  shall  support 
the  Oovemment  in  their  policy  Bills ;  and 
when  I  hear  that  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion are  going  to  support  this  Bill  I  think  how 
nicely  wc  shall  get  it  through.  It  amused 
me  to  hear  the  honoxirable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Bell)  getting  np  and  claiming 
that  he  droited  this  Bill.  He  did  not  use  those 
words,  but  said  that  was  what  he  preached  on 
the  platform.  I  think  he  must  have  got  hold 
of  one  of  my  old  speeches  when  he  spoke  of 
the  poor,  degraded  position  of  the  bush-settler. 
I  was  thinking  whether  he  thought  of  the 
bush-settler  when  dining  at  Government  House. 
Ever  since  I  dined  there  that  is  the  reason  I  go 
in  for  the  bush-settler,  seeing  the  difference  be- 
tween the  grandeur,  wealth,  and  luxury  there, 
and  the  miserable  condition  of  the  struggling 
bush-settler.  When  leaving  that  house  I  made 
oon  a  vow  that  I  would  do  my  "  level 
best "  to  equalise  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  this  colony.  Now  let  me  turn  my 
attention  to  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  B.  Stout).  I  really  did  think, 
when  wo  got  this  Bill,  that  we  should  at  last 
find  the  honourable  gentleman  supporting  one 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Government.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  this  Bill  is  badly 
drafted.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  lived 
a  long  time  in  this  country.  He  is  a  fine 
classically-educated  man.  He  has  the  parlia- 
mentary history  of  the  colony  at  the  tip  of  his 
tongue,  and  there  is  no  doubt  he  is  a  clever 
man.  But  what  does  he  dream  about  at  night  ? 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  Government.  He  sees 
he  is  left  out  in  the  cold.  Ho  has  no  portfolio. 
Then  he  asks,  "How can  I  support  these  Bills ? 
I  must  look  at  them  from  a  lawyer's  point  of 
view,  and  in  the  light  of  the  way  I  have  been 
treated  by  the  party."  I  have  very  great 
esteem  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
therefore  am  very  sorry  for  him,  and  I  will 
ask  him  to  take  my  aidvice  and,  before  the 
session  closes,  come  back  to  the  Liberal  lines 
and  adopt  the  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  we  will  forgive  him,  and  then  we 
will  offer  him  a  ])ortfolio  when  the  next  shufHe 
of  portfolios  takes  place. 

Ye  friends  of  tinith,  yo  statesmen,  who  survey 
The  rich  man's  joys  increase,  the  poor's  decay, 
■Tls  yours  to  judge  how  wide  the  limits  stand 
Between  a  splendid  and  a  happy  land. 

Hoist  the  Uberal  banner  high. 

On  to  victory  grand ! 
The  old  Conservative  and  Opposition  schemes 
defy, 

And  support  the  progressive  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— It  has  been  said  that  money 
can  jDurchase  anything — that  if  we  only  have 
sufficient  money   wo  can  obtain  anythmg  we 
Mr.  E.  if.  Smith 


desire ;  and  that  appean  to  be  the  policy  now- 
being  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  Of  covirse  we  can  have  settlers 
if  we  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  them.  It 
is  quite  possible  to  produce  bananas  and  pine> 
apples  and  other  tropical  fruits  or  semi-tropicij 
fruits  in  Greenland ;  but,  then,  consider  the 
cost  of  producing  them:  they  will  not  be  worth 
the  expense  of  the  fuel.  And  so  with  regard 
to  the  attempts  of  the  Government  to  induce 
settlers  to  come  to  New  Zealand  and  locate 
themselves  on  the  land.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
desire  to  see  settlers  located  upon  the  land. 
We  all  wish  that,  and  we  only  differ  as  to  the 
means  by  which  that  desirable  end  is  to  be  at- 
tained. We  have  had  the  Land  for  SetUenaents 
Bill,  and  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  and  now 
we  have  the  present  Bill.  First  let  us  look 
at  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  in  the  light  of 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made  in  regard  to 
the  expense  of  introducing  settlers.  We  have, 
first  of  all,  a  quarter  of  a  million  per  annum 
— I  believe  it  is  to  be  per  annum — devoted  to 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  land  in  order  that 
settlers  may  be  placed  upon  it.  I  do  not  think 
any  one  objects  to  the  principle  of  purchasing 
land  when  it  is  desirable ;  but  I  object  to  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill  on  the  ground  that 
borrowing  is  required  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
that  there  is  no  provision  made  for  extinguish- 
ing the  debt  which  we  propose  to  incur.  I  ask 
honourable  members  just  to  look  at  what  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
with  regard  to  the  cost  of  each  settler  to  the 
country.  I  believe  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  stated  that  the  Government  ex- 
pected to  get  50,000  acres  per  annum  for  this 
quarter  of  a  million.  That  would  be  at  the 
rate  of  £5  per  acre,  and  each  settler  would  have 
on  an  average  100  acres  of  land.  That  means 
a  cost  of  £S00  a  settler.  But  the  colony  is  to 
be  at  the  cost  of  £500  for  each  settler  to  be 
placed  on  the  land  under  that  Bill  alone,  and  it 
is  never  to  be  repaid.  There  is  the  difficulty. 
It  is  not  as  if  this  land  was  to  be  sold  and  the 
purchase-money  applied  to  reducing  the  debt  ; 
it  is  not  as  if  the  land  was  to  be  leased  at  a 
continually-increasing  rent,  as  the  colony  pro- 
gresses with  rents  advancing  generally;  bat 
there  is  to  be  one  fixed  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  an  everlasting  lease— a  rent  which 
would  never  repay  the  purchase-money.  So 
that  the  colony  is  to  be  committed  to  that 
expense  under  this  BiU  alone.  I  am  dealing 
with  this  one  only  in  the  first  place. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman  in  order 
in  discussing  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
which  has  passed  this  House  ? 

Mr.  SPRAKEK.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  at  liberty  to  comment  generally  on  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  colony,  bat  not  to  discuss 
the  details  of  the  various  measures  beyond 
their  bearing  on  the  proposed  legislation  which 
is  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  have  referred  to  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill  only  to  show  the  position 
the  colony  is  in,  with  these  cumulative  advances 
to  settlers.     Under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
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Bill  each  settler  will  cost  the  colony  £500,  which 
is  never  to  be  repaid,  because  under  the  terms 
of  the  ererlasting  lease  no  provision  ia  made  {or 
ttiai  Then  we  come  to  the  advances  to  settlers. 
It  trill  not  do  to  put  settlers  on  the  land  with- 
OQt  an;  mone;  at  all  and  with  no  experience, 
and  expect  them  to  be  a  suocess ;  and,  conse- 
quently, another  provision  has  been  made  by 
vbich  advances  are   to   be   made  to   settlers. 
I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  these  advances 
are   to    be   made  :    this    is    an    untried    ex- 
periment, and  we   shall   have   to  wait  to  see 
(he  result  of  it.    But,  at  all  events,  the  cost 
to  the  colony  in    settling   these   men  upon 
fte  land  will  be  cumulative.     It  may  be  that 
each  settler  will  get  £1,000,  or  perhaps  £500. 
There  is  no  provision   made   for   a  return  of 
that    It  will  still  be  an  increasing  cost,  so  that 
if  each  settler  gets  £500  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill  and  £500  under  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill,  there  you  have  £1,000  at  once 
for  each  settler.    I  say,  much  as  I  desire  to  see 
•ettleis  placed  upon  the  land,  I  think  the  cost 
will  be  far  greater  than  any  advantage  which 
could  be  obtained  from  it.    In  this  present  Bill, 
which  is  in  the  same  direction,  we  have  a  pro- 
vision made  under  which  advances  are  to  be 
made  to  those  who  have  had  no  experience  in 
farming— mere  labourers,  perhaps,  who  will  go 
upon  bush-land  and  fell  the  bush,   and  have 
advances  made  by  the  Government  to  enable 
them  to  cany  on  this  work  o    bushfelling,  and 
ultimately  to   become   leaseholders,    probably 
nnder  this  system   of   the  everlasting   lease. 
Then  what  will  be  the  efiect?    These  men  are 
to  have  these  advances.     I   do   not  know   to 
what  extent ;  but  I  know  perfectly  well  that  a 
imall  sum  will  not  go  very  far,  and  we  may  ex- 
pect that  a  considerable  sum  wUl  be  necessary 
to  advance  to  each  settler  in  order  to  give  him 
any  chance  whatever  of  getting  a  foothold  on 
the  land.    What  is  to  be  the  security  for  this  7 
Our  own  land.    The  land  that  belongs  to  the 
colony  is  to  be  taken  as  the  security  for  this. 
But  then,  perhaps,  honourable  gentlemen  will 
»y,  "  But  it  is  improved  land,  and  the  security 
ia  the  improvements  which  are  put  upon  it." 
But  have   honourable   gentleman   considered 
this:  that  the  increased   value  of  the  land 
moreover   is    not    in    proportion    to    the    ex. 
penditure  npon   it?    We  have  known  many 
instances  —  and   I    dare   say   this    experience 
can  be  borne  out  throughout  the  colony  —  in 
which  improved  land  has  not  been  enhanced 
in  value  anything  like  in   proportion  to  the 
amount  expended   upon   it.    For  instance,  if 
»  piece  of  land  is  worth  £500,  and  if  £1,000  is 
spent  in  improving  it,  that   property  would 
not  bring  in  the  market  £1,500.    In  this  case 
we   shall    have    the    Government    advancing 
IBoney,  and  taking  no  security  for  it,  because 
the  men  are  not  able  to  give  it :  they  will  only 
bave  these  improvements,  which  are  supposed 
to  be  a  security;  but  if  these  improvements 
■ere  put  into    the    market    they  would  not 
fetch  the    sum   which    the    Government   has 
lent  in  addition  to  the  price  of  the  land.    One 
Ikonourable   gentleman   complained   that  the 
lionourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
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Bell)  had  used  as  an  argument  against  this 
Bill  that  no  provision  was  made  for  a  sinking 
fund,  and  he  said,  *'  Where  could  that  come 
from  except  out  of  the  produce  of  the  settlers  ?  " 
Of  course,  that  is  where  we  expect  it  to  come 
from.  If  these  settlers  get  the  benefit  of  the 
money  which  has  been  advanced,  surely  there 
should  be  some  provision  made  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  rent,  which  increased  rent  would 
make  some  provision  for  returning  the  debt. 
Are  we  to  go  on  for  ever  ?  Are  we  never  to 
make  a  provision  for  repayment  of  the  money? 
Then,  this  Bill  makes  provision  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  land.  So  far  as  that  ia  con- 
cerned, we  should  have  no  objection  to  it, 
even  if  the  Government  honestly  and  boldly 
declared  their  intention  of  going  in  for  a 
borrowing  policy  foi;  this  purpose,  provided 
always  that  the '  land  when  obtained  should 
be  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  as  to  recoup  the 
Government.  But  if  the  land  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  same  way  as  land  under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  then  we  shall  only 
be  creating  trouble  by  buying  these  lands ;  we 
shall  never  have  a  fund  to  repay  the  money. 
I  should  have  no  objection  at  all  to  the  Go- 
vernment going  in  for  a  policy  of  borrowing 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Native  land  if 
the  land  were  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  way 
that  the  money  could  be  repaid,  and  the  debt 
reduced ;  but  on  any  other  system  I  should 
certainly  oppose  it.  It  is  the  same  vrith  re- 
gard to  roads  and  bridges.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government— I  think  it  was  the 
Premier — told  us  that  we  were  not  borrowing 
money.  That  is  a  foolish  way  of  talking ;  we 
know  perfectly  well  it  is  borrowing  money. 
Honourable  members  cannot  shut  their  eyes 
to  the  fact.  We  are  borrowing  money ;  and 
why  not  do  it  boldly,  and  say  it  is  for  roads 
and  bridges  ?  We  have  had  works  constructed 
out  of  loans,  and  the  colony  has  benefited 
much  by  them,  and  if  the  works  to  which  the 
money  is  applied  are  judiciously  constructed 
it  is  far  better  that  we  should  be  borrowing 
for  the  construction  of  these  works,  and  effect- 
ing permanent  improvements  for  the  colony 
that  ofier  some  security  for  the  money,  rather 
than,  by  these  various  schemes  we  have  placed 
before  us,  attempting  to  raise  money  for  the 
purpose  of  locating  settlers  on  the  land  at 
such  an  enormous  cost.  To  the  principle  of 
purchasing  land  from  the  Natives  I  entirely 
agree,  but  at  the  same  time  I  should  not  be 
disposed  to  give  to  the  Government  the  sole 
pre-emptive  right,  and  take  away  the  right 
of  the  Natives  to  dispose  of  land  as  they  may 
think  fit.  But  with  regard  to  all  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  I  object  to  them.  I  object 
to  the  advances  to  settlers  made  in  this  way, 
which  is  only  plunging  the  colony  further  and 
further  into  debt  without  any  security  being 
taken  for  the  repayment  to  the  fund,  and  with- 
out any  provision  for  sinking  fund  or  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  MoGOWAN. — I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  for  more  than  one  or  two 
minutes.  Indeed,  I  had  not  intended  to  say 
one  word,  and  should  not  have  risen  had  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310       Landt  Improoemmt  and       [HOUSE.]    Native  Lands  &c.  Bill.    [Sept.  21 


not  been  for  the  speech  meide  by  the  hononr- 

able  gentlemtbn  who  has  just  sat  down.  The 
lemarks  he  has  thought  fit  to  make  do  not 
■ay  much  for  his  logic.  He  starts  away  with 
telling  us  the  cost  of  these  settlers  to  the 
colony,  and  he  says  that  what  we  are  doing  is 
buying  our  own  lands.  Well,  if  we  are  buying 
oar  own  lands  we  still  have  the  money  among 
tis,  because  if  the  lands  are  bought  from  the 
ITatives  the  Natives  have  the  money.  There 
U  no  change  in  the  wealth  of  the  country  in 
the  purchase  of  these  lands.  It  is  not  going 
away.  It  is  not  going  away  to  pay  large  con- 
tractors for  carrying  on  public  works,  railways, 
and  so  forth,  where  the  amounts  spent  on  these 
public  works  represent  so  much  capital  that 
goes  out  of  the  country.  In  this  oekse  you  buy 
the  land,  and  you  have  the  land  and  the 
money  as  well.  Now,  with  reference  to  the 
statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
it  has  cost  £500  for  each  settler — honourable 

fentlemeu  may  smile,  and  I  am  sorry  they 
o  smile ;  it  appears  to  me  they  do  not  look 
below  the  surface,  but  simply  take  the  state- 
ment made  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  the 
land  as  being  something  which  the  colony 
has  lost.  But  the  price  paid  for  Native  land 
is  never  lost  to  the  colony.  The  accumulated 
capital  that  is  put  into  a  farm  in  the  way  of 
improvements  has  not  gone  out  of  the  colony 
by  any  means ;  it  is  recirculated,  and  it  is  by 
this  means  a  country  becomes  powerful  and 
wealthy,  and  is  able  to  put  an  ever  larger  area 
under  cultivation,  and,  by  doing  that,  is  in- 
creasing the  wealth  of  the  country  by  increased 
production.  The  honourable  gentleman  also 
referred  to  the  continual  cost  that  these  settlers 
must  necessarily  be  to  the  State.  But  the 
cost  which  these  settlers  are  to  the  State  will 
be  represented  by  the  increasing  value  of  the 
land  by  the  improvements  they  put  on  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  gave  as  an  illus- 
tration a  certain  estate  which  a  man  bought, 
and  for  which,  after  be  had  put  a  thousand 
pounds'  worth  of  improvements  on  it,  he  could 
not  get  a  price  larger  than  its  original  value. 
What  kind  of  example  is  this?  This  is  an 
example  that  is  only  too  frequent  when  a  land- 
boom  is  on.  A  man  buys  a  piece  of  land  and 
puts  an  expensive  building  upon  it.  For  what 
purpose?  In  order  to  receive  a  higher  rent, 
01  to  sell  it  at  an  enhanced  value.  But  be- 
cause this  land-boom  does  not  last,  and  the  man 
loses  by  his  speculation,  is  that  an  argument 
against  the  prime  value  of  the  land  ?  He  knows 
it  is  not  an  argument.  If  honourable  gentle- 
men would  simply  occupy  the  time  at  their 
disposal  by  suggesting  improvements, — if  they 
would  apply  their  minds  to  the  Bill,  and  the 
features  of  the  Bill,  instead  of  each  other's 
Statements  and  of  matters  outside  of  the  Bill 
itself, — it  would  be  very  much  better. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I,  too,  should  like  to 
make  a  remark  with  regard  to  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  City  of  Auck- 
land (Mr.  Button),  because  it  certainly  was 
a  most  extraordinary  one,  and  was  the  kind  of 
speech  that  was  heard  from  the  old  Conserva- 
tive party  in  the  House,  but  which  we  Teiy 
Mr,  iloQmoan 


rarely  hear  now.  The  most  extraordinary  stata> 
ment  of  all  was  that  each  settler  placed  on 
the  Cheviot  Estate  cost  the  colony  the  sua 
of  £1,000.  He  said,  under  the  Act  every  settler 
cost  £500,  and  this  was  never  to  be  repaid. 
If  he  looks  at  the  return  under  the  Cheviot 
Estate  Act  he  will  find  the  amount  of  in- 
terest which  the  rents  at  present  prodaee: 
I  think  he  will  find  that  it  is  £5  7s.  6d.  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  we  pay  8^  per  cent,  for 
the  money,  so  that  I  should  like  to  know  how 
we  lose  the  amount  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  for  every  settler  put  on  the  Cheviot. 
And  then  wo  bod  the  statement  that  this  £500 
more  which  has  to  be  advanced  to  this  unfor- 
tunate settler  who  has  cost  the  colony  so  much 
is  never  to  be  repaid.  He  has  not  read  th« 
Qovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  It  baa 
been  repeated  so  often  that  the  payment  tA 
this  loan  was  to  extend  over  thirty-six  years 
that  I  wonder  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not 
aware  of  the  fact.  The  advances  to  settlers 
are  for  thirty-six  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  advances  will  be  completely  paid  ofi. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Lease  in  perpetuity. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  honourable 
member  (Mr.  Button)  said  this  £500  advanced 
to  the  settler  was  never  to  be  repaid.  I  wish 
to  show  that  not  only  is  it  to  be  repaid,  bnt 
that  a  certain  amount  will  be  repaid  every 
year;  so  that  for  the  colony  it  is  a  perfectly 
safe  and  good  transaction,  and  it  will  all  be 
repaid  in  thirty-six  years.  The  curious  thing 
is  that,  while  the  honourable  gentleman  up- 
braids the  Government  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  and  the  Government  policy  in 
general,  he  approves  of  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.  What  difference  is  there  in  principle 
between  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot  Estate 
and  the  purchase  under  this  Bill  of  Native 
land  7  I  fail  to  see  the  slightest  difference  in 
principle.  In  the  one  case  the  Government 
buy  from  the  Natives,  and  in  the  other  case 
from  a  private  owner.  It  has  been  suggested 
to  me  that  perhaps  the  difference  lies  in  the 
fact  that  in  the  one  case  the  land  is  near  to 
Auckland,  and  in  the  other  case  it  is  not ;  and 
there  may  be  something  in  that  distinction. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button)  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  congratulate  the 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  on  the  tone  of  the 
Opposition  towards  the  Bill.  It  has  been  a 
very  pleasant  feature  first  to  see  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden  and  then  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  and  others  getting 
up  and  saying  they  approved  of  the  Bill.  It 
undoubtedly  goes  to  show  that  the  Opposition 
have  recognised  since  the  elections  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  in 
his  Land  for  Settlements  Bill.  That  was 
what  policy  we  were  fighting  for  at  the  last 
election,  and  the  country  showed  its  approval 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  his  land-settle- 
ment policy,  although  the  Opposition  tried  to 
show  that  the  policy  was  a  very  had  one.  It 
is  very  pleasing,  therefore,  to  find  that  the  Op- 
position now  admit  that  the  policy  of  the  Minia- 
Wt  of  Lands  is  not  a  bad  one,  bat  a  good  one 
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for  the  colony,  and  that  some  of  them  at  least 
«re  sapportisg  this  Bill.     With  regard  to  the 
Bill  itself,  I  would  say  that  it  is  really  two 
Bills.     One  part  is  that  dealing  with  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands,  and  the  other  is  the 
part  of  the  Bill  relating  to  roads  and  bridges. 
xTow,  with  respect  to  the  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  relates  to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
I  entirely  agree  with  it.    It  is  exactly  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  purchase  of  land  for  settle- 
ment sach  as  the  Cheviot  Estate.    In  speaking 
•t  the  election  I  defended  the  purchase  of  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  and  I  hoped  that  more  land 
wonld  be  purohased  in  the  same  manner ;  and 
therefore  I  feel  perfectly  prepared  to  speak  and 
Tote  for  that  part  of  the  Bill,  especially  so  as  I 
see  there  is  a  clause  which  makes  roads  and 
bridges  payable  out  of  the  same  fund  as  land 
that  is  bought.    But,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Bill  I  do  not  feel  so  certain : 
not  becaase  I  do  not  say  it  is  a  good  thing,  for 
there  may  be  a  necessity  for  it,  but  because 
when  speaking  at  the  elections  I,  in  common 
with    other    honourable    members,    expressed 
myself  against  any  description  of  borrowing.    I 
iaie  say,  if  I  bad  been  asked  a  question  on  this 
point  at  the  election — whether  it  was  good  to 
Doriow  for  more  roads  and  bridges  for  the  pro- 
motion of  settlement — I  might  have  said  I  was 
in  favour  of  it;  but  it  was  not  suggested,  and 
consequently  I  declared  myself  against  borrow- 
ing.   Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  the 
first  part  of  the  Bill.    This  proposal,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  for  roading  Crown  lands.     Well,  we 
still  have  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  the 
credit  of  the  Public  Works  Fund.    If  I  remem- 
ber aright,  it  was  mentioned  in  the  Financial 
Statement  that,  after  allowing  for  liabilities, 
there  was  a  balance  of  some  £48,000  last  year ; 
and  it  wsks  stated,  "  We  propose,  as  before,  to 
transfer  £250,000  to  the  Public  Works   Fund 
for  construction  of  reproductive  works,  and  in 
aid   of  the  settlement  of  the  land."     Well,  I 
had  hoped  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  would 
be   able  to  apply  this  £250,000  which  I  speak 
of  in  aid  of  the  settlement  of  the  land.    I  had 
hoped   that  that   £250,000,  together  with  the 
amoant  left  over  from  the  Public  Works  Fund, 
£48,000,  vrould  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
necessary  roads  and  bridges.     It  would  have 
been  within  £35,000  of  what  we  spent  on  pub- 
lic works  last  year,  and  I  am  sorry  it  is  not 
so.      Now,  with  regard  to  particular  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  I  must  say  I  think  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  safeguards  in  this  Bill  which  are  par- 
ticnlarly  acceptable.    There  is,  first,  clause  8, 
which  provides  that  estimates  of  each  of  the 
w^orks  ore  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  each 
session.     That  is  a  very  safe  clause,  and  there- 
fore a    clause  that   I  think  the  House  will 
approve   of.    Then,  with  regard  to  clause  4, 
about   advances  to  settlers,  I  entirely  agree 
irith  the  principle  of  advances  to  settlers  with 
wrhich   to  make  improvements,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  is  the  policy  the  Minister  of  Lands 
fa&3  taken  up.    It  is  impossible  for  men  to  go 
on  unimproved  land  and  improve  the  land  for 
tbemselves  withont  having  sufficient  money  to 
go  on  with,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Minister 


of  Lands  taking  up  the  attitude  of  helping 
them.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  this  should 
have  been  part  of  the  Oovemment  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill,  and  should  not  be  in  this  Bill. 
We  should  have  had  regulations  with  regard 
to  the  amount  that  ought  to  be  advanced,  or 
the  kind  of  property  on  which  it  was  to  be  ad- 
vanced, and  on  what  improvements,  and  so  on; 
and  we  should  have  known  exactly  how  it  was 
going  to  be  used.  I  have  no  dread  of  its  being 
used  badly.  I  have  every  faith  in  the  Minister 
of  Lands  as  an  administrator.  I  think  he  is 
the  best  land-administrator  we  have  had  in 
the  colony,  and  that  he  has  sufficient  know- 
ledge to  adopt  this  policy.  His  settlements 
at  the  Chasland's,  and  in  the  North  Island, — at 
Pemberton  especially,  —  have  proved  suooess- 
ful ;  and  I  think  that  is  the  land-settlement 
policy  of  the  future.  I  am  also  glad  to  sea  that 
we  are  going  to  have  a  separate  account  in 
this  matter — the  Lands  Improvement  Aocount. 
I  have  always  believed  in  the  policy  of  having 
a  separate  account,  because  it  allows  Parlia- 
ment to  see  exactly  what  we  are  going  on. 
It  is  provided  for  in  the  Consols  Bill  and  in 
this  case ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  a  separate 
account  provided  for  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Bill,  which  deals  with  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.  I  should  like  to  see  exactly  the  same 
provision  in  the  two  cases.  I  am  told  that  it  is 
so  in  the  other  Bill ;  therefore  my  suggestion 
is  of  no  practical  value,  although  it  shows  my 
opinion  .on  the  point.  Then,  with  regard  to 
n  Q  clause  5,  which  relates  to  a  man  hav- 
'  ing  a  prior  right  to  the  land,  I  hardly 
like  to  see  it  introduced  in  the  Bill.  I  would 
rather  it  wore  made  part  of  the  regulations. 
I  think  it  will  tend  to  hamper  the  Minister 
of  Lands  in  the  distribution  of  the  land  if  a 
man  is  to  have  a  prior  right.  I  should  like  to 
see  him  make  regulations  from  time  to  time. 
I  do  not  at  all  like  this  principle  of  priority 
of  right  introduced.  Of  course,  on  the  other 
hand,  wo  have  clause  6,  which  mokes  it  com- 
paratively safe,  and  I  do  not  see  how  any  harm 
can  come  of  it.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
viso in  clause  5,  I  hope  that  will  be  struck 
out,  and  that  whatever  has  been  done  hitherto 
under  the  Public  Works  Act  will  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund.  As  it  was 
begun  in  that  fashion,  it  is  only  fair  that  it 
should  be  so  finished,  and,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  it  is  technically  impossible  to  say  that  the 
work  was  begun  under  an  Act  that  was  not 
in  force.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  consent  to 
strike  this  out,  though  I  do  not  attach  very 
much  importance  to  it.    Then,  this  proviso  in 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  will  explain  that. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  Minister  will  explain  that  in  his  reply. 
With  regard  to  the  debentures,  I  see  they  are 
to  be  raised  in  the  colony,  and  they  are  to  be 
made  payable  in  any  money-order  office  in  the 
colony ;  and  no  doubt  that  is  a  wi.sa  provision. 
But,  since  we  are  to  borrow  by  Consols  and  for 
advances  to  settlers,  I  think  it  would  perhaps 
be  better  to  go  direct  to  the  London  money-' 
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market  and  call  it  a  loan,  and  then  we  shall 
all  know  exactly  what  it  ig.  I  do  not  oare 
about  conversion,  because  it  means,  as  we  all 
know,  that  there  will  be  a  little  more  money 
provided  under  the  Act,  I  have  no  objection 
to  there  being  a  little  more  money,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  what  we  are  going  to  bor- 
row, and  I  think  the  conversion  clause  should 
be  struck  out.  I  should  like  to  see,  in  the  case 
of  the  Native  lands,  a  separate  account  kept, 
so  that  the  rent  could  be  set  off  against  the 
interest,  and  so  that  we  might  be  able  to  see 
that  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  were  not 
losing  anything  by  the  transaction.  Then  we 
should  be  able  to  go  to  our  constituents  and 
say,  "The  interest  and  rents  are  so-and-so," 
and  one  balances  the  other,  and  we  could  Ehow 
the  taxpayers  that  they  would  have  nothing  to 
pay.  That  is  "the  reason  I  object  to  the  money 
being  borrowed  on  roads  and  bridges,  because 
it  is  to  form  a  charge  on  the  taxpayers  in- 
directly. Though  they  may  get  a  part  of  it 
back,  still  for  the  time  being  it  will  be  a  charge 
on  the  taxpayers.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add, 
except  that  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give  a 
{general  approval  to  the  policy  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands. 

Mr.  McQUIRE. — Sir,  we  have  heard  a  good 
deal  about  the  late  elections  during  this  debate, 
and  very  little  about  the  Bill.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  taken  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  to  task 
with  reference  to  the  difference  between  the 
Cheviot  purchase  and  Native-land  purchase. 
He  could  not  see  the  difference  ;  but  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  difference,  as  any  one  who  studies 
the  question  will  see.  With  reference  to  Native 
lands,  those  lands  are  paying  no  rates  or  taxa- 
tion whatever,  and  they  are  yielding  nothing 
whatever  to  our  revenue ;  they  are  a  bar  to 
settlement  in  every  possible  direction  :  whereas 
the  Cheviot  had  been  paying  both  rates  and 
tskxes.  It  was  adding  to  our  exports,  and 
yielding  to  our  revenue ;  and  if  that  is  not  a 
difference  I  do  not  know  what  a  difference  is. 
I  shall  support  the  Bill,  as  I  think  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  country,  but  it  requires  to  be 
carefully  looked  into  in  Committee,  and  when 
it  goes  there  I  shall  certainly  do  my  best  to 
improve  it  in  every  respect.  With  regard  to 
the  roads  and  bridges,  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  beginning  at  last 
to  acknowledge  that  his  settlements  will  be  a 
failure  unless  he  opens  them  up  with  roads 
and  bridges.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  him  acknowledge  it,  and  I  have  been 
trying  to  impress  upon  him  from  time  to 
time  the  necessity  of  doing  something  for  the 
struggling  settlers,  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man paid  very  little  attention  to  it.  However, 
I  am  glad  to  see  he  now  recognises  that  these 
paper  settlements  of  his  will  be  a  complete 
failure  unless  there  is  money  spent  in  opening 
up  the  country  with  roads  and  bridges.  Here 
is  a  grand  opportunity  for  the  Minister  of  Lands 
and  the  Gtovemment  to  absorb  all  the  unem- 
ployed in  the  country  in  a  way  that  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  State.  Unless  the  people  get 
employment  in  opening  up  the  country  with 
Mr.  Montgomery 


roads  and  bridges,  so  as  to  make  the  land  ready- 
for  settlement,  they  cannot  get  employment 
at  all.  I  therefore  hope  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
now  that  he  recognises  the  necessity  of  roads 
and  bridges,  will  without  delay  take  action  ;. 
and  by  so  doing  he  will  give  employment  to 
the  unemployed,  and  necessary  conveniences 
to  the  settlers.  There  is  no  difiSculty  what- 
ever if  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  thoroughly  in 
earnest  in  tbe  matter.  In  the  Public  Works 
Statement  I  think  it  was  stated  that  there 
was  sufficient  money  to  do  this :  and  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  at  all.  Then,  I  trust  that 
suitable  people  will  be  placed  upon  the  land; 
because  I  must  confess  that  since  we  intro- 
duced our  system  of  land-settlement  there  has 
not  been  the  same  amount  of  settlement  as 
there  was  under  the  deferred -payment  and 
perpetual -lease  systems  in  the  past.  Under- 
them  the  land  was  taken  up  as  quickly  as 
it  was  surveyed.  Some  of  it  was  bought  for 
cash,  some  on  deferred  payment,  and  some 
on  perpetual  lease ;  and  there  was  always  & 
certain  amount  of  money  coming  in  for  the 
purpose  of  making  roads.  Land  was  yielding 
in  every  way,  and  the  Treasurer  had  no  neces- 
sity to  borrow  for  reading  this  land.  The  land 
was  then  self-supporting.  But  under  our  nevr 
system  we  have  nothing  but  dissatisfaction. 
The  roads  are  in  a  disgraceful  state.  Bullocks 
and  horses  have  almost  disappeared  in  some 
of  the  roads  in  the  North,  and  the  loss  in  this 
way  to  individual  settlers  has  been  very  great. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  assist  the  Minis- 
ter in  every  way  in  this  direction,  because,  if 
he  is  in  earnest  in  his  efforts,  past  experience 
should  tell  him  what  to  do,  and  he  would  be 
able  to  place  the  settlers  on  the  land  and  open 
the  country  in  a  thoroughly  businesslike  way ; 
but  I  con  tell  the  honourable  member  honestly 
and  candidly,  as  I  have  on  every  occasion  told 
him — and  I  never  went  behind  his  back  to  do 
80  —  that  up  to  the  present  time  the  whole 
of  the  settlements  have  been  a  failure.  I  hope 
he  will  repair  that  by  starting  a  system  of 
roads  and  bridges,  because  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  if  settlement  is  to  progress  that  the 
country  should  be  opened  up  with  good  roads 
and  bridges.  With  reference  to  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  it  is  a  matter  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  the  Government  undertaking,  because  I 
can  tell  the  Government  and  the  Minister  of 
Lauds  that  £100,000  spent  on  buying  Native 
lands  will  do  much  more  for  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  than  if  you  spent  a  million  of 
money  in  repurchasing  land  already  settled 
upon,  as  land  purchased  in  that  way  will  ho 
found  very  expensive  when  it  has  finally  passed 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  sitting  as  a 
Judge  in  arbitration.  The  thinking  people, 
upon  whom  the  brunt  of  taxation  will  foU,. 
are  against  purchasing  private  estates  before 
we  settle  the  Crown  and  Native  lands.  The 
interest  has  to  be  paid  yearly  for  this  resettle- 
ment of  country  which  is  already  paying  rates 
and  taxes.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
in  an  advantageous  and  economical  manner  to 
settle  the  Native  lands,  and  I  shall  assist  the 
Qovemment  in  every  way  I  can  in  the  matter.. 
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I  am  qnite  certain  that  the  Minister  will  oon- 
tesa  that  what  he  has  done  in  the  past  in  the 
shape  of  settlement  has  failed  considerably  for 
want  of  a  proper  STstem.  I  know  that  special 
settlements  here  and  there  were  forced  upon 
him,  and  active  agents  were  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  them  up,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment  were  anxious  to  get  the  lands  settled  in 
some  way  or  another ;  but  they  have  made  a 
complete  failure  so  far.  I  dare  say  the  Minister 
is  desirous  of  settlement  taking  place,  hut  he 
has  not  gone  about  it  the  right  way.  He  must 
haTe  obtained  experience  during  the  past  three 
years.  I  intend  to  watch  him  very  closely  for 
the  future,  with  the  object  of  rectifying  past 
mistakes  and  making  better  provision  for  the 
luture.  He  has  left  out  an  element  that  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  that  element  W8ks 
to  open  up  the  country  thoroughly.  Now,  I 
am  against  borrowing  so  much  money,  as  hor- 
towing  will  mean  increased  taxation,  and  the 
burdens  of  the  people  are  very  heavy  at  the 
present  time.  There  have  been  such  large  bor- 
rowing schemes  introduced  this  session  as  to 
astonish  me,  coming  as  they  do  from  a  Govern- 
ment professing  to  be  a  non-borrowing  Govern- 
ment. We  seem  to  be  drifting,  drifting,  drift- 
jog.  So  far  as  our  finances  are  concerned,  I 
am  afraid  our  sheet-anchor  is  gone  since  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  died,  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  drifting  hopelessly  away,  and  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  soon  be  on  the  rocks.  However, 
it  is  perhaps  not  yet  too  late  to  turn  over  a  new 
le^,  and  see  that  the  moneys  expended  in  this 
country  are  expended  in  the  interests  of  the 
State,  and  that  fair-play  and  justice  will  be 
done  to  every  section  of  the  community,  and 
that  people  wUl  be  treated  fairly  and  honestly, 
irrespective  of  politics  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
As  far  as  the  Bill  is  concerned,  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  any  further  time  in  discussing  it. 
I  believe  the  Bill  is  in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  will  have  my  support.  I  wUl  try  to 
amend  it  in  otder  to  make  it  workable  in  every 
way. 

Mr.  HOGG. — I  am  very  glad  to  learn  from 
the  honourable  member  opposite  that  he  is 
going  to  support  this  Bill.  It  is  quite  true  that 
be  takes  a  rather  despondent  view  of  the  situa- 
tion. He  thinks  that  we  are  borrowing  too 
mnch  money,  and  he  expresses  the  opinion 
that  the  colony  is  drifting,  drifting,  drifting 
more  or  less  to  ruin.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  the 
honourable  member  will  be  found,  before  very 
long,  when  the  Public  Works  Statement  comes 
before  this  House,  drifting,  drifting  in  a  very 
liopcfal  direction  ;  and,  possibly,  seeing  the  re- 
quirements of  the  district  I  represent,  I  shall 
be  found  drifting  in  the  swim  with  him.  He 
and  I  have  the  reputation  of  being  two  of 
the  greatest  beggars  in  this  House  in  regard  to 
loads  and  bridges :  that  is  the  reputation  we 
liave  enjoyed  for  the  last  two  years  ;  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  the  requirements  of 
the  district  I  represent  in  the  matter  of  roads 
and  bridges  are  exceedingly  great,  and  nearly 
as  pressing  now  as  they  were  some  years  ago, 
because,  i^thongh  a  large  amount  of  publio 
-vrork  has  been  done,  the  number  of  settlers 


has  increased  proportionately,  and  the  require- 
ments, if  anything,  so  far  from  being  met, 
have  simply  been  augmented.  The  honourable 
member  has  referred  to  some  of  the  roculs  in 
his  district,  and,  by  way  of  illustration,  he  has 
assured  the  House  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
boggy  condition  of  those  roads,  bullocks  and 
horses  have  disappeared  altogether.  I  am  glad 
to  say  the  condition  of  the  roads  in  the  Fotty- 
mile  Bush,  in  my  district,  is  not  quite  so  bad; 
but,  although  bullocks  and  horses  do  not  occa- 
sionally disappear,  it  is  said  that  they  get  so 
imbedded  in  the  mud  as  to  require  rope-and- 
tackle  to  drag  them  out,  and  that  when  they 
are  pulled  out  they  sometimes  appear  without 
their  shoes.  That  is  a  very  bad  state  of  affairs. 
However,  what  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  is  the 
very  illogical  address  delivered  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button). 
He  deprecates  borrowing,  eyen  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands,  yet  in  the  very  same 
breath  he  tells  the  House  he  could  believe 
in  a  Government  introducing  a  bold  policy 
and  going  in  for  bu3ring  auad  selling  these 
Native  lands.  Well,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  this  Bill  contemplates,  if  it  does  not 
contemplate  the  very  thing  the  honourable 
member  has  been  advocating.  The  only  thing 
he,  apparently,  finds  fault  with  is  that  the 
policy  is  not  sufficiently  bold,  and  that  instead 
of  spending  a  quarter  of  a  million  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  go  in  for  several  millions.  His 
opinion  evidently  is  that,  instead  of  raising 
money  by  an  easy  method  that  will  not  injure 
any  one  in  the  colony,  the  Government  should 
go  in  for  further  plunging  in  the  London  money- 
market,  and  should  resume  the  system,  in- 
dulged in  for  so  many  years  with  great  disad- 
vantage to  the  country,  of  raising  foreign  loans, 
a  system  from  which  we  are  now  suffering  very 
severely,  having  every  y^ar  to  pay  neMly  two 
millions  to  the  foreign  creditor  on  that  account. 
He  tells  us  in  so  many  words  he  has  no  faith 
in  the  settlers  to  be  placed  on  the  land  under 
the  Bill  now  introduced.  H9  alleges  that  the 
money  proposed  to  be  advanced  to  these  settlers 
will  never  be  repaid ;  yet  each  of  these  Bills 
that  he  refers  to  makes  ample  provision .  for 
the  payment  of  substantial  interest  on  every 
shilhng  that  is  expended !  The  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  remarked,  provides  not  only  for  pay- 
ment of  interest,  but  for  the  repayment  of  the 
capital  within  the  period  of  thirty-six  years. 
Surely,  Sir,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  referred  in  that  way  to  this  and 
some  other  Bills  he  could  not  possibly  have 
read  them,  or,  if  he  read  them,  cannot  have 
understood  their  provisions.  Then  he  talked 
of  "  mere  labourers,  men  of  no  experience " 
being  placed  on  these  bush-lands  and  being 
unable  to  prosecute  bushfelling.  What  kind 
of  persons  would  he  like  to  see  placed  on 
bush-lands?  Who  are  the  men  who  are  likely 
to  improve  bush-lands  and  make  homes  on 
bush-lands  for  themselves  ?  I  say  they  are  the 
labourers  of  this  country.  Would  he  select 
those  gentlemen  who  exist  in  Auckland,  called 
the  National  Association  ? — a  very  proper  name 
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to  give  them,  because  they  are  always  gnashing 
theii  teeth  at  everything  in  the  shape  of  pro- 
gress. They  would  go  there  to  starve;  they 
could  not,  as  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  suggested,  face  even  the  wild  cattle  ; 
they  would  hie  up  the  nearest  tree.  A  more 
illogical  argument  could  not  be  used  against  the 
class  of  men  the  Government  are  endeavouring 
to  place  upon  the  lands.  The  class  of  men  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  perhaps  select 
are  known  as  remittance-men,  with  regard  to 
whom  it  would  have  been  well  had  the  colony 
shut  its  doors  against  them  ;  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  scorns  the  idea  of  "  mere 
labourers  "  being  placed  on  bush-lands  I  I  have 
always  understood  that  men  of  education  have 
a  different  appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  labour 
from  that ;  because  who  are  the  men  who  are 
making  this  or  any  other  country  7  I  main- 
tain it  is  "mere  labourers."  I  maintain  that 
*<  mere  labourers  "  are  about  the  best  class  of 
men  we  have  in  New  Zealand  at  the  present 
time.  Then,  he  talks  of  growing  bananas  in 
Oieenland,  as  if  these  labourers  wanted  to  be 
sheltered  under  glass  houses.  Whatever  may 
be  said  of  the  pensioners  and  remittance-men 
in  Auckland,  I  am  satisfied  these  labourers  are 
men  who  are  working  out  their  destiny.  I  am 
going  to  support  this  Bill,  and  that  portion  of 
it  with  reference  to  Kative  lands,  because  I 
know,  without  travelling  far  from  Wellington, 
it  is  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  For 
some  time  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  get  the 
Government  to  purchase  a  block  of  a  thousand 
acres  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bkatahuna.  It 
is  splendid  Native  land,  but  not  profitably  oc- 
cupied, and  yet  it  is  bounded  by  a  good  main 
road,  can  be  easily  settled  upon,  and  has  a 
township  at  each  end  of  it ;  there  is  the  Town 
of  Hastwell  at  one  extremity,  and  the  Town  of 
Sketahuna  at  the  other  extremity.  It  has  a 
creamery  at  each  extremity,  and  lots  of  settlers 
are  wishing  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  upon 
the  land.  The  reason  the  Government  have 
not  been  able  to  acquire  it  is  that  the  Natives 
— sagacious  individuals— are  waiting  for  the 
unearned  increment.  The  land  in  its  unim- 
proved state  they  value  at  about  £3  an  acre. 
That  land  is  paying  little  or  no  rates — I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  paying  any  rates  at  all — yet  iUl 
round  that  land  we  have  improvements  going 
on,  and  population  concentrated.  It  is  a  shame 
that  land  of  that  character  is  not  acquired 
for  settlement,  when  in  the  townships  there 
is  a  large  amount  of  destitution,  and  "mere 
labourers  "  are  willing  to  work,  but  are  unable 
to  find  employment  on  the  soil.  Now,  how 
many  would  that  thousand  acres  maintain  1 
Divided  into  forty -acre  allotments,  it  would 
maintain  twenty -five  families;  if  you  allow 
four  for  each  funily,  it  will  mean  a  hundred 
souls  placed  unquestionably  beyond  the  reach 
of  destitution ;  not  only  that,  but  they  will 
be  placed  in  comfortable  circumstances.  If 
the  Bill  was  to  do  nothing  more  than  provide 
homes  for  men  of  that  class  it  ought  to  be 
passed;  but  we  find  this  Bill  is  only  one  of 
a  number  of  policy  Bills  that  have  been  in- 
troduced this  session,  and  undoubtedly  inter- 
ior. Sogg 


laced  or  dovetailed  together.  It  is,  ou  the  oim 
hand,  intended  to  relieve  the  labour-market 
and  to  find  investment  for  capital  that  ia 
now  locked  up,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  things.  It  is  alleged 
that  owing  to  the  depression  that  prevails  there 
is  great  room  for  improvement,  and  I  say  no 
more  effectual  method  for  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  colony  can  be  found  than  the 
method  contained  in  Bills  of  this  character. 
The  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  which  has 
been  passed  by  this  House,  is  intended  to 
open  up  for  settlement  unimproved  privabe 
lands.  The  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  cd  the 
other  hand,  is  intended  to  assist  the  small 
capitalists  or  working-men  of  thrifty  habits 
who  are  able  to  go  upon  the  land  and  improve 
it  up  to  a  certain  stage,  and  who  then  may 
require  to  borrow  on  their  improvements. 
The  Government  introduced  that  Bill  wiUt 
the  view  of  assisting  a  very  deserving  class  of 
colonists  ;  but  while  the  Bill  was  under  dis- 
cussion we  had  it  pointed  out  by  members,  one 
after  another,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  who  were  hostile  to  the  Bill,  that  it 
did  not  make  provision  for  labourers  with- 
out capital,  and  who  could  not  go  upon  the 
land  and  make  homes  unless  they  received 
assistance  from  the  State  or  from  some  one 
else.  Now,  Sir,  this  Bill  has  been  introduoed 
to  meet  the  case  of  this  very  class  of  deserving 
individuals.  It  has  been  introduced  to  meet 
the  cases  of  men  who  have  their  health  and 
their  strength,  who  are  prepared  to  work  for 
themselves  and  their  families,  but  who  have 
no  capital  whatever ;  and,  if  it  meets  the 
cases  of  these  men,  what  effect  will  it  have  7 
Will  it  not  ease  the  labour-market?  Will 
it  not  diminish  the  cry  of  the  unemployed? 
Will  it  not  assist  many  of  these  families 
who  are  now  on  the  border  of  privation  ? 
Will  it  not  render  assistance  to  those  who 
greatly  need  it  ?  Will  it  not  lessen  the  de- 
mand that  is  continually  made  upon  bene- 
volent and  charitable  institutions  7  Is  it  not 
calculated  to  prevent  poverty  7  Is  it  not  calcu- 
lated to  remove  destitution  7  And  may  it  not 
be  claimed  that  it  is  well  calculated  to  build 
up  New  Zealand  7  I  say  no  Bill  more  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  could  pos- 
sibly be  brought  forward  than  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House.  Not  only  that,  but,  as  the 
Premier  has  remarked,  this  Bill  is  likely  to 
stop  the  exodus  from  this  country.  It  is  per- 
fectly true— owing  to  the  temptations  offered 
in  a  neighbouring  colony,  whose  goldfields  are 
exciting  considerable  attention — that  a  good 
many  of  our  best  colonists  are  leaving  us  ;  bat 
that  is  only  a  temporary  attraction.  There  is 
very  little  doubt  that,  no  matter  how  wealthy 
Coolgardie  may  be,  owing  to  the  number  that 
are  rushing  there  it  is  destined  to  be  speedily 
a  gg  worked  out ;  and  by  the  time  Cool- 
'  '  gordie  becomes  sultry,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  many  of  the  venturous  ones 
will  be  returning  to  our  shores;  and  when 
they  do  come  back,  if  they  come  back  with 
the  gold  they  have  earned,  I  hope  we  shall 
have  some  of  the  lands  which  are  now  in 
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the  bancli  of  the  Katives  thrown  open  for 
disposal.  This  is  one  object  the  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  accomplish.  It  is  one  of  a  few  Bills 
that  have  been  introduced  this  session  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  land.  Then,  with  regard 
to  iia  question  of  roads  and  bridges,  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly pleased  that  provision  in  this  respect 
is  made  in  the  Bill,  for,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  done  under  the  public-works  policy 
of  late  years,  the  provision  hitherto  has  been 
totally  inadequate.  In  the  district  I  represent, 
in  one  county — Paliiatua — they  have  borrowed 
under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  close  on 
HOfiOO,  for  which  they  are  now  paying  about 
£2,000  a  year  interest  and  capital.  I  say  this : 
that  if  the  settlers  of  a  district  like  that  can 
manifest  such  enterprise,  if  they  are  not  afraid 
to  bonow  to  this  extent,  if  they  are  able  to 
respond  to  the  demands  of  the  Government,  if 
they  an  able  to  pay  this  amount  regularly  into 
the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  they  ought 
to  leoeive  more  assistance  than  they  do.  Only 
a  few  years  ago  you  would  hardly  find  ten  or  a 
dozen  families  in  that  district.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  two  or  three  thousand  settlers 
on  (he  land  and  more  or  less  prosperously 
settled.  I  quite  agree  with  the  remark  that 
the  tetUers'  lot  is  not  such  a  bad  one.  It 
is  qoite  true  they  have  a  very  hard  task  and 
an  uphill  battle,  as  a  rule  ;  but  if  they  are  only 
awrted  by  the  Qovemment  in  the  way  now 
iBDpoted  their  labours  will  be  considerably 
lightened;  they  will  go  cheerfully  to  work,  and, 
though  the  work  may  be  hard  and  the  climate 
severe,  they  will  carve  out  homos  for  them- 
selves, and  whistle  at  their  work  because  they 
aie  not  at  the  mercy  of  the  private  money- 
lender, and  have  a  Minister  of  Lands  who 
mderstands  their  wants  and  necessities.  Be- 
eaose  it  is  not  the  case,  as  has  been  represented 
by  one  honourable  member,  that  the  Minister 
is  not  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Minister  has  always  been  aware  of 
these  requirements,  and  time  after  time,  when 
I  have  applied  to  him,  he  has  expressed  regret 
that  the  means  at  his  disposal  were  not  suffi- 
eisnt  to  comply  with  the  demands.  Some  re- 
marks have  been  made  about  clauses  4  and  6 
and  two  or  three  succeeding  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
which  give  the  Minister  power  to  arrange  with 
the  settler  the  conditions  under  which  he  is  to 
settle  on  the  land  and  improve  it.  I  think  these 
elanies  are  very  necessary ;  they  seem  to  me  to 
he  the  essence  of  the  whole  Bill.  If  the  Minis- 
tsr  cannot  be  intrusted  to  make  snoh  arrange- 
ments he  is  unfit  for  the  position  he  occupies. 
I  know  we  have  a  Minister  in  the  position  who 
nndentands  the  requirements  of  settlers,  whose 
heart  and  soul  are  hound  up  in  endeavour- 
ing to  get  the  country  properly  settled  and 
the  buih-lands  of  the  colony  improved ;  and  he 
will  take  care,  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  notwithstanding,  that 
the  land  does  not  get  into  the  hands  of  a  few. 
His  object  is  not  to  build  up  large  estates,  but 
to  place  a  large  population  on  the  soil  of  Kew 
Zealand,  and  thus  make  it  the  place  I  hope  we 
sliall  see  it  before  many  years.  His  object  is 
a  thoronghly  patriotic  one,  and  he  ought  to  be 


allowed  a  free  hand  in  oanying  on  the  work 
of  settlement.  No  Minister  has  ever  occupied 
the  position  who  has  laboured  harder  or  with 
more  sincerity  to  place  the  people  on  the  land, 
and  I  give  him  credit  for  that.  If  he  has  not 
done  everything  that  has  been  demanded  of 
him,  it  is  because  he  has  not  had  the  means 
at  his  disposal,  and  we  ought  cheerfully  to  vote 
him  this  half  a  million  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  land  and  the  constmction  of  roads  and 
bridges,  and  for  placing  men  in  necessitous  cir- 
cumstances, with  families  depending  on  them, 
in  situations  where  they  can  live  in  comfort 
instead  of  living  in  poverty.  If  ever  there  was 
brought  before  the  House  a  Bill  that  ought  to 
receive  the  assistance  of  members  of  all  shades 
of  political  opinion  itjs  the  Bill  now  intro- 
duced, and  I  hope  every  honourable  member 
will  support  it. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
quoted  me  as  if  I  had  used  the  words  "  mere 
labourers"  in  a  sense  that  would  depreciate 
them,  whereas  the  context  clearly  showed  that 
I  used  it  to  show  the  inability  of  such  per- 
sons, from  want  of  experience,  to  make  success- 
ful farmers. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  very  properly  eulogized  the 
Minister  of  Lands  as  a  patriotic  man,  and  as 
desirous  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  benefit 
settlers.  We  are  all  prepared  to  believe  he  is 
imbued  with  patriotic  feeling,  and  has  a  great 
desire  to  do  everything  that  lies  in  his  power 
to  secure  the  proper  settlement  of  the  land. 
But  when  he  went  on  to  say  that  on  account  of 
his  patriotic  feeling  we  ought  to  give  him  a  free 
hand,  there  we  may  come  to  difier.  It  does  not 
follow  that  because  he  is  patriotic  be  is  always 
wise,  or  that  a  man  imbued  with  a  noble  spirit 
can  carry  his  noble  aspirations  into  efiect.  We 
could  not  all  agree  that  he  is  always  wise,  nor 
should  we  all  agree  that  he  is  the  only  Minister 
who  has  been  patriotic,  nor  who  has  placed 
numbers  of  persons  on  the  land.  Statistics  go 
to  show  that  his  efforts  have  been  no  more 
successful  than  those  of  his  predecessors.  But 
it  is  useless  to  discuss  that.  We  may  all  agree 
that  the  desire  has  been  great  upon  the  part 
not  only  of  all  Ministers  of  Lands,  but  of  all 
members  of  Parliament,  to  do  everything  they 
can  to  place  people  on  the  land.  I  was  amused 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
said  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  very 
illogical  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
far  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button).  It  seemed  to 
me,  at  any  rate,  to  be  one  speech,  out  of 
many,  which  was  not  illogical.  Whether  he 
was  right  or  whether  he  was  wrong  will  depend 
upon  tixe  view  honourable  members  take  on  the 
question,  but  he  was  certainly  not  illogical.  He 
stuck  to  the  point  very  closely  and  conoisely ; 
he  had  an  opinion,  and  he  expressed  it  very 
plainly,  and  not  at  all  illogicaUy.  I  venture 
to  say  that  every  speech,  almost,  that  has 
been  delivered  on  the  Bill  has  been  illogioal.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  I  sit  down,  if  any 
honourable  gentleman  does  me  the  honour 
to  criticize  what  I   am  now  saying,  he  will 
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lay  that  I  have  been  illogical;  though  I  will 
strive  to  be  as  logical  as  I  oan.  We  had 
a  very  good  illustration  in  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere.  He  made 
one  o{  those  speeches  which  are  now  becom- 
ing characteristic  of  him.  He  approved  of 
one-half  of  the  Bill  and  condemned  utterly  the 
other  half.  It  was  a  case  of  nature  on  the  one 
part  and  art  on  the  other;  it  was  a  case  of 
the  politician  on  the  one  side  and  the  farmer 
on  the  other.  He  is  more  loyal  than  logical. 
He  does  not  support  any  measure  'the  Govern- 
ment bring  in,  in  his  address  to  the  House, 
but  he  votes  in  a  very  Governmental  manner 
when  it  comes  to  a  division.  That  is  the 
class  of  supporter  every  Government  ought  to 
wish  for.  No  Government  cares  for  a  supporter 
who  votes  for  them  when  they  are  right — that 
is  nothing;  they  want  one  who  will  vote  for 
them  when  they  are  wrong,  and  in  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  they  have  a  very 
good  specimen  of  the  desirable  supporter.  Re- 
ferring once  more  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton,  he  said  this  Bill  was  only  one 
of  a  number  intimately  dovetailed.  It  is  per- 
fectly true.  This  is  one  of  a  series  of  Bills 
intimately  dovetailed — a  series  of  borrowing 
proposals  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
colony  ;  and  no  wonder  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  gone  out  of  the  House,  because  he 
is  one  of  those  who  were  intimately  dovetailed 
with  the  non-borrowing  policy.  Yet  he  advo- 
cates a  Bill  such  as  this,  which  authorises 
borrowing  a  quarter  of  a  million  I  I  am  not 
afraid  to  say  I  disapprove  of  the  Bill  myself 
entirely.  I  want  honourable  members  to  en- 
deavour to  pat  aside  from  their  minds  for  a 
moment  aU  the  plausible  rhapsodies  about 
settling  the  people  on  the  land.  We  are  all 
anxious  to  settle  the  people  on  the  land ;  we 
are  all  anxious  that  Native  land  should  come 
into  useful  occupation ;  but  that  has  very 
little  to  do  with  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
What  we  have  to  do  is  to  consider  whether 
it  is  a  wise  and  proper  measure,  whether  it 
carries  out  the  policy  of  the  Government  that 
was  enunciated  with  brazen  tongues  from 
almost  every  platform — namely,  that  this  was  a 
non-borrowing,  self-reliant  Government.  Whe- 
ther this  is  one  of  the  true  policy  measures 
which  every  supporter  on  the  Government 
side  is  obliged  to  vote  for,  or  whether,  as  it 
is  a  direct  traverse  of  the  policy  enunciated, 
every  man  will  be  allowed  to  go  as  he  pleases, 
I  do  not  know ;  but,  if  the  latter  is  the  case, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  Bill  will  be  rejected 
on  its  second  reading.  But  I  am  afraid  such 
is  not  the  case — that  once  more  the  Govern- 
ment whip  will  crack  in  the  lobbies,  and  that 
honourable  members  will  troop  in  to  vote 
against  every  promise  made  on  the  hustings 
and  violate  their  own  convictions,  and  do  what 
the  Minister  of  Lands  —  that  very  patriotic 
Minister — tells  them  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Perhaps  yon  will  give  us 
another  hand  and  move  another  amendment. 

Captain  RUSSELI,.— The  time  may  come 
when  I  might  do  so,  if  I  had  the  same  chance 
of  helping  a  lame  dog  over  a  stile  as  I  had  the 
Captain  Butiell 


other  night.  The  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames  was  very  amusing.  It 
was  a  very  short  speech ;  it  consisted  chiefly 
in  this :  He  told  as  we  ought  to  speak  on  the 
Bill,  and  not  comment  on  other  people's  re- 
marks. He  spoke  for  about  ten  minutes,  and 
during  that  time  he  was  too  wise  to  follow  the 
advice  he  gave  to  others.  He  did  nothing  but 
criticize  other  people's  remarks,  and  sat  down 
with  an  air  of  ineffable  wisdom  and  self-satis- 
faction. That  was  another  of  the  very  illogical 
speoches  made  this  evening.  One  word  to  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  Ha 
scolded  people  for  talking  about  land,  of  which, 
he  said,  they  knew  nothing.  I  wonder  how 
much  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  about 
land.  Probably  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
speak  about  land  know  more  about  it  than  he 
does.  But  why  should  we  not  speak  upon  sub- 
jects unless  we  have  a  professional  knowledge 
of  them.  Have  I  no  right  to  speak  about 
anything  other  than  sheepfarming.  We  all 
have  liberty  to  speak  on  subjects  of  which  we 
think  we  know  something.  What  does  the 
honourable  member  know  ?  He  knows  a  little 
stufi  he  calls  poetry,  and  he  knows  precious 
little  about  himself,  or  he  would  not  talk  haJi 
so  much  about  himself  as  he  usually  does.  I 
was  very  glad  to  notice  that  we  had  a  conies- 
sion  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  this  afternoon. 
We  have  been  told  during  the  whole  time  the 
Government  have  been  in  office  that  they  are 
a  self-reliant  non-borrowing  Government,  ajid 
are  going  to  carry  on  public  works  out  of 
revenue,  and  are  perfectly  able  to  do  that. 
But  to-day  he  said  to  carry  on  public  wotls 
out  of  current  revenue  is  absolutely  impossible. 
That  is  nothing  new.  It  was  exceedingly  pa-. 
triotic,  for  for  years  past  he  has  told  us  aa 
entirely  different  tale.  But  to-night  he  has 
really  enlightened  the  country  as  to  the  true 
position.  Of  course  we  knew  perfectly  well 
that  at  the  rate  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  colleagues  have  been  spending  they  could 
not  carry  on  public  works  out  of  revenue.  I 
have  often  said  that  to  tax  the  many  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few  is  improper.  I  still  maintain 
that  to  tax  the  many  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing roads  and  bridges  for  the  select  few  is  not 
the  true  policy  for  this  country.  It  is  a  policy 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  avoided,  because 
at  the  present  moment  the  people  have  to  bear 
a  greater  weight  of  taxation  almost  than  they 
can  bear ;  yet  we  are  to  be  told  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  revenue  which  is  being  raised 
from  the  poorest  is  to  be  expended — in  what  7 
In  providing  capital  for  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
to  a  very  great  extent.  He  said  that  at  no  time 
were  roads  and  bridges  so  necessary  as  they  are 
at  the  present  moment.  That  I  do  not  agree 
vrith.  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  enormous 
necessity  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
seems  to  think  for  pushing  on  roods  into  some 
outlandish  parts  of  the  colony.  But,  as  mj 
time  is  limited,  I  will  not  venture  on  that 
subject  now.  As  the  Premier  spoke,  he  also 
admitted  that  there  was  a  little  borrowing  in 
this  scheme. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 
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Captain  BUSSELL. — I  sliould  be  paying  him 
•  compliment  if  I  called  him  a  sophisticated 
thetorician,  but  that  is  about  the  only  phrase 
which  properly  explains  the  style  of  argument 
which  the  honourable  members  opposite  have 
put  forward  in  connection  with  this  borrow- 
ing proposal.  If  they  had  the  courage  to  say, 
"The  country  demands  a  loan,  and  we  will 
hare  a  lotin,"  I  should  certainly  give  them 
my  respect,  though  they  certainly  would  not 
get  my  vote ;  buc  when  they  endeavour  by  a 
system  of  absurd  argument  to  prove  to  this 
Eonse  that  they  are  a  non-borrowing  Govern- 
ment, and  that  there  is  no  borrowing  going 
on  at  the  present  time,  it  simply  is,  to  my 
mind,  beneath  contempt  :  it  is  not  worth 
one's  time  dwelling  upon  such  argument  as 
that  The  Premier  said  we  were  not  borrow- 
ing—that  it  was  merely  an  exchange  of  one 
valse  for  a  value  somewhat  better.  That  was 
said  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  land. 
What  did  he  really  mean  by  that  ?  For  in- 
stance, if  I  go  into  a  grocer's  shop,  and  there 
—I  do  not  buy,  of  course,  but — get  41b.  of 
tngar  in  exchange  for  a  shilling  which  I  give, 
do  I  or  do  I  not  go  through  the  process  of 
baying,  according  to  the  Premier's  argument? 
According  to  him,  I  do  not  buy,  I  simply  ex- 
change one  value  for  another  value.  That  is 
Inst  on  a  par  with  his  argament  about  non- 
bonowing.  The  Government  send  to  England 
and  get  a  certain  number  of  sovereigns,  and 
tiie;  exchange  it  for  a  certain  quantity  of  land ; 
and  he  says  that  is  not  borrowing.  But  the 
Premier  went  on  to  say  that  we  must  not  be 
aghast  at  the  £-2SO,000  which  is  asked  for  under 
this  Bill,  because  under  the  existing  Act  they 
have  power  to  get  £150,000  during  the  next 
three  years.  Now  we  are  to  have  £250,000, 
ustead  of  £150,000  spread  over  three  years  1 
Surely  under  this  proposal  borrowing  is  being 
inUnsified,  and  that  is  in  direct  violation  of 
every  principle  which  the  Premier  has  advo- 
cated for  some  years.  I  give  the  Premier,  as 
leader  of  the  House,  credit  for  greot  astuteness, 
and  for  being  able  to  get  through  business  in  a 
wonderful  way.  But  when  I  consider  him  as 
Native  Minister,  there  I  lose  respect  for  him 
entirely.  He  knows  nothing  abont  the  Maoris, 
their  feelings,  their  customs,  or  their  tradi- 
tions. He  says  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
would  do  the  Natives  an  immense  amount  of 
good,  inasmuch  sls  they  are  now  living  a  life 
of  misery  and  degradation.  The  Notives  living 
on  their  own  land  are  living  no  life  of  misery 
and  degradation.  They  may  not  live  up  to  the 
high  standard  of  European  civilisation,  but 
they  do  not  live  a  life  of  misery  or  degradation. 
But  when  the  policy  of  the  Native  Minister 
really  comes-  into  effect,  when  the  Native 
people  have  been  deprived  of  their  lands,  when 
they  ate  made — as  he  apparently  wishes  them 
to  be  made — State  pensioners,  then  their 
misery  and  degradation  will  be  brought  about. 
Then,  the  Premier  told  us  about  the  exodus — 
•hont  the  935  people  who  left  lately  for  Austra- 
lia; and  he  went  on  to  say  that  we  must  at 
once  grapple  with  this  evil.  This  was  an  evil 
which  the  honourable   gentleman  was  going 


to  grapple  with  the  very  day  the  Ballanoe 
Government  came  into  office.  It  was  one 
of  the  main  grounds  upon  which  their  prede- 
cessors were  said  to  deserve  ill  of  the  colony. 
It  was  to  be  grappled  with  at  once.  And  yet, 
by  the  Premier's  own  confession,  he  has  not 
attempted  to  grapple  with  the  question  yet. 
He  says  we  must  grapple  with  this  question  at 
once,  after  the  people  have  begun  to  go.  I  tell 
the  honourable  gentleman  he  can  do  nothing 
with  it.  The  day  will  come  for  those  people  to 
return,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  prophecies  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  will  be 
correct,  and  that  they  will  come  back  with 
their  pockets  full  of  gold  from  Coolgardie,  and 
become  settlers,  taking  up  land,  and  paying  for 
it  with  money  which  they  have  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. The  Premier  asked  what  this  emigra- 
tion pointed  to.  I  think  the  Government  is 
partly  responsible.  The  "  unemployed  "  dif- 
ficulty is  more  serious  than  I  have  ever  known 
it  during  my  thirty  years'  experience.  The 
reason  why  people  are  unemployed  now  is 
that  from  end  to  end  of  the  colony — from  the 
North  Cape  to  Foveaux  Strait — capital  has  been 
frightened  to  such  an  extent  as  to  arrest  enter- 
prise and  to  cause  industrial  depression.  That 
is  the  principal  reason  why  the  unemployed 
are  going  away  to  Australia.  But  the  Premier 
went  on  to  say,  "  You  must  place  these  people 
on  the  land,"  and  within  two  or  three  seconds 
he  contradicted  himself  flatly — he  said,  "There 
is  no  use  putting  men  in  the  bush  with  no- 
thing but  their  hands."  There  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  him.  It  is  not  that  I  have  not 
every  sympathy  with  persons  going  on  the 
land.  I  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
assist  then  going  on  the  land  ;  but  I  have 
always  held  the  opinion — and  shall  never  fail 
to  express  that  opinion — that  to  put  men  on 
bush- land,  unless  they  have  £1  or  £2  an  acre 
saved  up  before  going  there,  is  simply  put- 
ting them  in  a  position  in  which  they  cannot 
possibly  succeed  —  a  position  in  which  their 
work  and  time  will  inevitably  be  thrown  away; 
and  the  speculator,  whom  everybody  in  this 
Hoase  is  so  fond  of  denouncing,  is  the  only 
person  who  will  reap  the  benefit  of  the  labour 
of  these  poor  men. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Did  the  early  settlers 
have  £2  an  acre  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  circumstances  of 
the  early  settlers  were  entirely  different,  and  if 
I  had  time  to  go  into  that  question  I  could  do 
so,  because  I  was  an  early  settler  myself.  Then, 
the  Premier  said,  "The  Parliament  of  the  people 
holds  the  purse-strings."  This  Parliament  of 
the  people  does  not  hold  the  purse-strings.  The 
only  persons  who  have  held  the  purse-strings  in 
this  colony  for  some  time  past  are  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  ilinisteriol 
benches.  And  they  have  not  held  the  purse- 
strings  tightly ;  they  have  loosened  the  mouth 
of  the  purse  and  scattered  the  gold — and  even 
the  credit  of  the  colony — in  every  possible  direc- 
tion. This  Parliament  has  not  attempted  to 
hold  the  purse  strings  of  the  colony,  and  I  am 
happy  in  the  belief  that  the  colony  will  some 
day  bring  a  sure,  a  certain,  and,  I  hope,  ik 
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speedy  retribution  on  those  honourable  gentle- 
men, who  have  failed  in  their  principal  duty  to 
the  colony.  I  will  not  go  into  the  subject  of 
the  life  of  misery  of  the  bush-settler.  It  is 
no  doubt  a  life  of  misery  if  he  wants  to  trudge 
along  muddy  roads  and  hang  about  small  bush 
townships ;  he  may  under  these  ciroamstances 
have  a  certain  amount  of  misery;  but  if  he 
sticks  to  his  work,  and  remains  on  his  property, 
and  is  not  ashamed  to  show  himself  a  work- 
ing-man in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term,  his 
life  will  not  be  one  of  misery.  As  I  have  only 
a  few  minutes  left  I  shall  now  touch  on  a  few 
points  in  the  Bill.  To  begin  with,  I  disapprove 
entirely  of  clause  2.  I  do  not  desire  to  make 
any  reflection  on  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but 
I  say  under  this  clause  he  has  power  to  make 
roads  and  bridges  wherever  he  pleases  in  the 
colony.  He  may  say  that  is  not  his  intention. 
But  I  do  not  care  twopence  what  his  intention 
is  :  I  say  we  must  take  the  Bill  and  look  within 
the  four  corners  of  the  Bill  for  its  meaning. 
There  is  no  use  trying  to  look  into  the  recesses 
of  the  Minister's  brain  for  what  the  Bill  means. 
We  must  look  to  the  Bill  itself.  Under  this 
clause  there  is  no  question  that  the  Minister 
has  absolute  power  to  make  roads  and  bridges 
wherever  he  chooses.  Again  I  say  I  have  no 
desire  to  imply  anything  but  the  most  straight- 
forward and  honourable  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  Minister;  but  I  object  to  such  a  power  as 
that  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  Minister. 
Clause  4  surely  contains  a  principle  which  is 
absolutely  unjustifiable.  The  Premier,  speak- 
ing on  this  clause,  said  that  no  Minister  could 
deal  as  he  oliose  with  the  land — that  he  would 
be  pulled  up  by  the  administration  of  the 
Land  Board.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  Under 
clause  4  the  Minister  has  power  to  allow  any 
person  ho  chooses  to  go  upon  land  wherever  he 
chooses,  and  take  up  that  land  before  survey. 
Was  ever  such  a  proposal  made  in  any  reason- 
able Assembly  before?  It  is  in  distinct  con- 
travention of  his  own  previous  professions.  It 
is  a  principle  under  which  those  persons  who  are 
on  intimate  terms  with  the  Land  Department 
— I  do  not  say  with  the  Minister,  but  with  the 
Land  Department,  or  the  surveyors — will  have 
a  chance  of  first  finding  out  where  the  good 
land  is,  and  they  will  get  that  land,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  every  other  person  who  wishes  to  settle 
.««  in  the  district.  The  Minister  may 
■^"•""  say  "  No."  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
so  amend  the  clause  as  to  satisfy  this  House. 
Such  is  not  the  case  at  present.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  no  doubt  the  case  is  as  I  have 
stated :  and  then,  in  addition  to  that,  the  per- 
son who  can  squat  in  this  manner  on  the  land 
is  to  be  found  money  to  go  and  cut  the  bush 
down  or  improve  it  in  the  way  he  chooses.  But 
this  is  not  confined  to  bush-lands.  In  any  part 
of  the  country  a  man  may  squat  and  get  full 
advances  on  his  improvements.  My  honourable 
friend  on  my  left  explained  to  the  House  this 
evening  that  there  are  very  many  instances 
■where  many  years'  labour  has  been  spent  in 
improving  a  freehold,  aud  in  which  the  pro- 
perty plus  the  improvements  is  not  saleable 
for  more  than  the  owner  originally  gave  for 
Captain  Busaell 


it.  Therefore  the  Minister  must  not  imagine 
that  in  making  improvements  on  bush-lands, 
when,  perhaps,  once  in  three  years  the  settler 
may  not  get  his  burning  done,  he  is  not  tan- 
ning the  risk  of  financial  disaster,  or  that  he 
will  not  have  grave  cause  to  regret  that  any 
such  advances  have  been  made.  In  the  9th 
clause,  also,  there  is  a  clear  case  of  borrowing 
to  supplement  public-works  expenditure ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  the  money  which  has  been 
expended  prior  to  the  3l8t  March  lost — before 
ever  the  Bill  was  dreamt  of — is  to  be  recouped 
out  of  this  fund,  and  paid  back  to  the  Publio 
Works  Fund  or  Consolidated  Fund ;  and  so,  as 
I  say,  you  will  see  it  is  distinctly  a  case  of 
supplementing  that  Fund  with  money  that  has 
yet  to  be  raised.  Then,  again,  one  of  the  points 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  has  not 
been  drawn  is,  that  out  of  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
the  Minister  will  have  the  power  of  disposing 
of  so  miioh  as  he  chooses  in  the  purchase  of 
Native  land,  and  so  much  as  he  chooses  in 
making  roads.  He  will  be  able  to  take  the 
money  under  the  theory  of  purchasing  NatWe 
land  and,  in  reality,  spend  the  money  ia 
making  roads.  There  is  another  clause  under 
which  the  Minister  may  hand  over  money  to 
the  local  bodies :  and  I  admit  the  local  bodies 
would  get  better  value  for  the  money  than  the 
Minister.  But,  in  spite  of  the  assuranoes  con- 
stantly made,  it  is  a  pity  the  Minister  should 
have  large  sums  of  money  at  his  disposal  to  hand 
over  to  the  local  bodies  to  spend,  at,  perhaps, 
the  time  of  a  general  election,  when  they  may  be 
likely  to  influence  votes.  This  is  not  a  tem- 
porary advance,  although  in  one  clause  it  is 
apparently  made  out  to  i>e.  Then,  the  money 
is  to  be  borrowed  at  4  per  cent.  Why  we  should 
borrow  at  4  per  cent,  when  we  are  to  get  money 
in  England  at  8J  per  cent.  I  cannot  under- 
stand. It  seems  to  me  to  be  bad  business.  Yet, 
in  reality,  this  provision  that  the  debentures 
shall  only  have  a  currency  of  fourteen  years  is 
merely  a  blind,  for  power  is  left  to  the  Minister 
to  extend  these  debentures  after  the  fourteen 
years.  He  may  in  every  instance  obtain  the 
loan  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  not  for  four- 
teen years ;  and  this  fact  ought  to  receive  the 
attention  of  the  House.  I  am  against  bor- 
rowing, and  there  is  no  necessity  for  such  an 
enormous  sum  to  be  borrowed.  It  means  the 
acquisition,  at  the  rate  at  which  the  Qovern- 
ment  have  been  paying,  of  over  a  million  acres 
of  Native  land  a  year.  There  is  no  prospect  ot 
getting  such  an  area  for  some  time  to  come, 
nor  is  it  necessary  for  settlement  purposes  to 
buy  to  such  an  extent.  If  the  Government  per- 
sist in  borrowing  money  it  will  inevitably  hare 
the  effect  of  ruining  the  credit  of  this  colony. 
Ministers  may  say  that  in  alluding  to  this  as  in- 
jurious to  the  credit  of  the  colony  I  myself  am 
doing  injury  to  it.  Nothing,  as  I  take  it,  will 
do  more  injury  to  the  colony  than  the  belief, 
now  strong  in  England,  that  New  Zealand  is 
once  more  going  into  a  plunging  borrowing 
policy;  and  this  Bill  only  makes  another  step 
in  that  direction,  and  will  lead  to  disastroas 
results. 
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Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  should  not  have  risen 
to  speak  on  this- Bill  but  for  the  speech  which 
the  Premier  made  this  afternoon,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  before  to  get  in  my  review  of  the 
remarlcs  he  made.  There  were  three  notable 
phrases  he  used,  and  I  wish  more  especially 
to  refer  to  one  of  them,  because  it  is  the  key- 
note to  the  change  that  has  taken  place  from 
the  Ballance  policy  to  the  Seddon  policy,  and 
there  is  a  reason  why  the  House  should  con- 
sider the  change.  The  words  he  used  were : 
"departures  from  the  colony  "  ;  "  this  is  not  a 
borrowing  policy " ;  and  that  they  "  are  not 
going  to  continue  a  dribbling  policy."  It  is 
upon  the  phrase  "  dribbling  policy "  that  I 
wish  primarily  to  speak.  First  with  regard  to 
the  departures.  From  this  is  seen  the  change 
the  Government  are  taking  in  this  matter. 
Mow,  as  far  as  the  present  departures  are  con- 
oomed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  cheap  fares 
owing  to  the  competition  between  the  shipping 
oompauies,  and  the  demand  for  free,  non-union 
labooiers  and  shearers  in  Australia,  are  largely 
xespontible  for  the  exodus  of  the  people  from 
Kew  Zealand  at  the  present  time.  But,  Sir, 
I  think  it  is  only  well  that  the  Premier's 
remarks  to  an  interviewer  should  be  brought 
before  this  House,  because  they  show  clearly 
how  his  mind  changes ;  and  in  to-night's  Post 
—  that  paper  which,  along  with  others,  the 
Government  would  like  to  compel  to  say  who  it 
is  that  writes  its  articles :  and  in  this  connec- 
tion, if  they  had  their  way,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary also  that  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
send  the  telegrams  should  be  printed  at  the 
foot  of  them — in  that  paper,  I  was  going  to  say, 
there  are  some  very  remarkable  statements. 
They  are  contained  in  what  is  supposed  to  be 
an  aeconnt  of  an  interview  between  Miss  Krout 
and  the  Premier. 

An  Hon.  Mfwbbb. — Who  ? 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.  — I  thought  you  knew 
her.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  that  lady's 
acquaintance.  I  think  she  was  quite  a  capable 
representative  of  the  Inter-Ocean  newspaper 
and  the  other  newspapers  in  America  for 
which  she  has  been  writing.  And  the  Pre- 
mier did  not  delude  that  lady,  and  I  do  not 
tiiink  that  the  remarks  she  has  conveyed  to 
the  Press  of  the  States  will  delude  the  people 
there,  for,  though  undoubtedly  the  people  of 
America  like  to  be  humbugged,  yet  they  realise 
the  humbug  when  it  is  given  to  them.  Miss 
Krout  also  refers  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  to 
whom  she  was  introduced.  She  says,  "  He  is 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  was  selected  to  fill 
this  important  post  from  the  ability  he  had 
displayed  in  the  management  of  his  own  pri- 
vate enterprises."  Why,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  at  all  selected  for  that  rea- 
son ;  I  am  very  glad  to  see  him  there,  but 
he  is  simply  occupying  that  position  because 
there  was  no  one  else  in  the  Ministry  capable 
of  taking  the  position.  Then,  Miss  Krout  says 
she  met  both  the  Minister  of  Education  and 
tlx.  Tregear.  Of  the  former  she  expresses  no 
Ofonion,  but  the  latter  she  considers  "  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-informed  man."  I  think  the 
libmae  will  quite  recognise  that  Miss  Krout  was 


not  humbugged  at  all  —  that  she  was  quite 
able  to  discern  the  characteristics  of  those  she 
came  in  contact  with.  But  now  we  come  to 
the  Premier,  and  when  Miss  Krout  interviewed 
him, — 

"He  had  just  returned  from  a  mission  of 
pacification  to  the  still  hostile  Maoris  in  the 
centre  of  the  North  Island.  They  had  with- 
drawn to  the  mountains,  and  were  poverty- 
stricken  and  Buffering." 

Then,  the  Premier  goes  on,  after  telling  a 
good  yam  about  the  chief  Kereru,  and  the 
"  taipan  "  he  had  got  from  the  Natives, — 

"■The  chief  gave  it  me,'  said  I^Ir.  Leddon, 
'  as  the  head  of  the  Qovernmont,  telling  me 
he  realised  that  it  was  useless  to  resist  any 
longer,  and  he  asked  me  to  be  a  father  to  hia 
people  and  to  protect  and  aid  them.' " 

Well,  Sir,  I  pity  the  Natives  when  they  have 
got  into  the  clutches  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  a  very  good  father  he  will  make  to  them. 
Then,  the  article  proceeds, — 

"  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this 
colony  to  know  that  the  Premier  some  time  ago 
solved  the  '  unemployed '  difficulty  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  and  practical  manner.  This  is 
how  he  told  Miss  Krout  it  was  done  :  '  A  few 
years  ago  we  found  that  we  were  losing  our 
population  at  an  alarming  rate.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  14,000  within  a  very  brief  period. 
It  was  because  no  employment  could  be  found 
for  skilled  workmen  in  shops  and  factories. 
We  finally  gave  them  employment  upon  the 
public  roads — not  paying  all  alike,  but  giving 
i  the  able-bodied,  those  capable  of  doing  the  best 
work,  the  highest  wages,  the  second-  and  third- 
rate  less,  according  to  their  earning-ability. 
Then,  when  they  learned  to  use  tools,  we  in- 
duced them  to  take  up  Government  lands, 
which  could  be  purchased  for  £5  an  acre.' " 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  know  how 
many  men  who  have  been  employed  on  the 
public  works  of  New  Zealand  have  been  placed 
on  the  lands  of  New  Zealand ;  it  would  be  in- 
teresting not  only  to  the  House  but  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  I  fear,  so  far  as  that 
is  concerned,  these  works  have  been  a  signal 
failure.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
this  lady,  "  We  have  absolutely  stopped  bor- 
rowing money,  and  have  resolved  to  become  an 
independent  and  self-supporting  colony.  We 
have  had  a  period  of  severe  depression,  but 
times  ore  improving."  This  is  the  one  point  I 
want  to  come  to.  The  Premier  declares  they 
are  a  non-borrowing  Government.  We  have 
certainly  had  a  change  of  front  since  the 
House  met.  I  am  coming  to  the  interesting 
part  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-^Eather  sour  grapes. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— The  honourable  member 
is  feeling  rather  sour  now.  I  am  going  to  show 
that  he  has  left  the  lines  of  his  late  chief, 
whom  he  bos  talked  so  much  of  in  this  House. 
He  talked  about  "a  dribbling  policy."  Who 
was  it  introduced  in  this  House  what  the  Pre- 
mier now  contemptuously  calls  "  the  dribbling 
policy"?  Was  it  not  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoo? 
What  was  that  "  dribbling  policy  "  ?  It  was 
the  expenditure  of  £50,000  for  lands  for  settle- 
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iDeot  and  £50,000  for  Native-land  purohase. 
That  was  the  extent  to  which  our  late  chief 
thought  fit  to  go.  It  was  on  these  lines  of 
moderation  he  gathered  around  him  the 
strength  of  the  late  Parliament,  and  captured 
the  country,  instead  of  having  it  hostile  to  the 
Liberal  party.  These  were  the  lines  on  which 
the  Liberal  party  captured  the  country,  and 
these  are  the  lines  from  which  the  present 
Government  are  departing.  Let  me  quote  an 
-extract  on  this  question  from  the  Financial 
Statements  of  the  late  Premier  in  1891  and 
1892.    In  1891  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  said,— 

"If  we  are  to  maintain  our  credit  and  finan- 
cial independence,  borrowing  in  that  [the 
English]  market  must  cease ;  while  any  local 
borrowing  is  likely  to  be  confined  to  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  carrying  on  those  essential 
works  of  colonisation,  such  as  the  settlement  of 
the  people  on  the  land,  on  which  depends  so 
directly  the  prosperity  of  the  community." 

That  was  in  1891.  Then,  Sir,  he  said  in  1892, 
«n  borrowing, — 

"  I  have  propounded  in  other  places  a  finan- 
cial policy  of  self-reliance,  SLnd  shown  the 
necessity  for  weaning  this  colony  from  a  servile 
dependence  on  foreign  dealers  in  money.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  wise,  even  were  it  feasible, 
to  attempt  to  raise  another  loan  in  the  Eng- 
lish money  market  at  the  present  time." 

And  then,  speaking  upon  the  question  of 
raising  money  in  the  colony,  he  said, — 

"I  believe  it  possible  to  place  a  moderate 
loan  at  a  reEisonable  rate  of  interest." 

This  is,  no  doubt,  foreshadowing  to  a  small 
extent  the  proposal  of  the  present  Government 
with  regard  to  Consols.  That  was  the  policy 
of  the  late  Premier.  What,  Sir,  is  the  policy 
of  the  Government  on  this  same  question  ?  It 
is  a  series  of  loans  —  £250,000  for  lands  for 
settlement,  £250,000  for  Native-land  purchase, 
£250,000  for  roaids  and  bridges.  The  former 
was  a  self  -  reliant  policy ;  the  present  is  a 
plunging  policy.  That  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  posiciong.  Now,  the  4th  clause 
in  this  Bill  is,  in  my  opinion,  most  objection- 
able. Not  only  do  the  Government  propose  to 
allow  a  man  to  go  and  pick  out  the  eyes  of 
unsurveyed  Crown  land — or  it  can  be  surveyed 
Crown  land — but  they  are  going  to  lose  money 
by  this  scheme,  because,  if  we  advance  money 
to  settlers  on  improvements,  it  must  neces- 
sarily follow  that  they  will  lose  the  survey-fees 
that  are  at  present  demanded  from  persons 
going  on  to  unsurveyed  Grown  lands.  And  they 
are  to  be  allowed  to  pick  out  the  eyes  of  it.  In 
this  respect  the  Government  are  going  to  lose 
still  further  money ;  and  I  altogether  object  to 
that.  Even  as  it  is  now,  in  our  bush  districts 
the  Government  are  opening  block  after  block, 
and  before  one  block  is  fairly  settled  they  allow 
the  settler.')  to  go  on  to  the  next  block  that  is 
opened  and  pick  out  the  eyes  of  it.  It  simply 
means  that  there  is  twice  the  amount  of  money 
spent  on  getting  a  block  opened  than  if  the  Go- 
vernment determined  that  the  blocks  should  be 
reasonably  occupied  before  further  blocks  are 
opened.  This  Bill  is  like  another  Bill  that  is* 
i>efore  us— namely,  the  Bailways  Bill — in  that 
Mr.  Eamsham 


it  is  a  double  Bill.  On  the  other  measure,  of 
course,  the  Government  said,  "If  we  cannot 
carry  one  part  of  the  measure  we  will 
carry  the  other."  And  so  in  this  Bill.  The 
First  Part  of  the  Bill  is  to  get  a  loan  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  authorised  by  this  House 
to  carry  out  their  public-works  policy.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  it.  And  the  continaal 
conflict  there  is  in  the  Cabinet  between  the 
Minister  of  Lands  and  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  is  as  to  the  allocation  of  moneys,  as  to 
whether  they  shall  be  spent  on  railway-forma- 
tion, or  roads  and  bridges ;  and  the  Minister  of 
Lands  has  determined  that  he  will  have  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  use  for  his  own  purposes — 
to  be  entirely  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Premier.  But  with  regard  to  that  Part  of  the 
Act  relating  to  roads  and  bridges,  that  Part 
should  be  introduced  by  the  Premier,  becanM 
it  belongs  to  his  department.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  member  after  member  who  haa 
spoken  on  this  question  has  been  afraid  to 
give  full  expression  to  his  opinions,  because  he 
well  knows  that  if  he  spoke  against  it  the 
Minister  of  Lands  would  take  oare  that  yeiy 
little  of  that  money  would  be  spent  on  roads 
and  bridges  in  his  district.  And,  what  is  m.oia 
than  that,  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
reduce  the  public-works  expenditure ;  and  they 
are  very  careful  to  keep  the  Public  Worla 
Statement  back  until  they  have  got  their  policy 
measures  through.  They  will  then  be  aole  to 
say  what  they  will  do  in  regard  to  railway 
formation,  and,  as  this  is  done  under  the  dis- 
tinct banner  of  a  loan  proposal,  things  will 
not  be  so  rosy  as  they  seem  in  that  respect. 
Now,  the  Premier  stated  that  there  was  not 
a  word  said  about  borrowing  for  the  Cheviot 
purchase.  That  statement  is  incorrect,  be- 
cause there  were  many  members  who  spoke 
against  it  distinctly.  I  know  that  I  myself  and 
others  said  it  was  a  borrowing  proposal,  and 
not  only  was  it  a  borrowing  proposal,  but  the 
moneys  coming  in  from  the  rents  and  from  the 
sale  of  those  sections  are  not  going  to  redeem 
the  debentures  for  the  purchase  of  that  estate. 
That  debt  has  been  incurred  practically  for  all 
time,  and  the  money  we  are  getting  for  the 
gale  of  that  land  is  being  used  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  public  works.  So  that  the  borrowing 
for  the  Cheviot  purchase  was  distinctly  borrow- 
ing, just  as  the  raising  of  money  under  tliis 
Bill  is  borrowing.  I  understand  that  many 
members  of  this  House  will  vote  for  this  Bill, 
not  because  they  believe  in  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  but  because  they  see  that  the 
measure  will  Ira  inevitably  rammed  through 
by  the  majority  on  the  Government  side,  and 
if  they  offer  any  resistance  to  it  they  will  get 
nothing  for  their  own  districts.  The  Minister 
will  simply  say,  "  If  you  do  not  want  the  Bill 
there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the  expenditure 
of  money  in  your  district."  If  the  Middle 
Island  members  think  they  are  going  to  get 
anything  out  of  this  they  are  very  much  mis- 
taken. The  bulk  of  the  money  is  going  to  be 
used  in  the  North  Island.  It  is  the  southern 
members  who  have  so  much  to  gain  by  a  self- 
reliant  policy  of  living,  and,  if  they  ooold  only- 
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•ea  thftt,  when  the  time  comes  that  we  must 
zaiaa  a  loan  they  might  get  a  fail  share  for 
the  eonlhem  end  of  the  coIodj.  Bat  I  am 
Teiy  mnch  afraid  that  under  this  policy  the 
Uinistet  of  Iiaads  is  determined  that  the 
moneys,  instead  of  being  spread  all  over  New 
Zealand  for  the  opening  of  land,  shall  be  used 
to  push  settlement  mainly  in  the  North  Island. 
I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be  a  division  on  this 
question,  bat  if  there  is  I  shall  vote  against 
Uia  second  reading.  I  might  say  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Oovemment  are  not  receiving 
rapport  from  the  very  men  whom  they  have 
stroked  down  the  bock.  Daring  the  present 
and  last  Parliament  the  Oovemment  have  had 
moeh  to  say  about  the  Knights  of  Labour,  a  body 
which  is  quite  able  to  give  an  opinion  on  these 
questions.  I  have  said  time  and  again  in  this 
House  that  we  were  returned  on  a  non-borrow- 
ing policy,  and  a  resolution  has  been  carried  by 
the  Knights  of  Labour  assembly  in  Dunedin 
against  borrowing.  That  assembly  is  one  of  the 
most  powerfnl  assemblies  in  New  Zealand,  and 
it  is  a  most  active  and  representative  body. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — How  many  members  ? 

Mr.  EABNSHA  W.  — The  rules  of  the 
assembly  will  not  permit  me  to  tell  you  the 
number,  hot  the  honourable  member  will  take 
my  word  for  it  that  it  is  more  powerful  than 
any  organization  that  had  ever  before  existed 
in  Otago  since  Otago  has  been  a  province.  If 
I  did  tell  the  House  the  number  of  members 
belonging  to  it  they  would  be  astonished. 
This  resolution,  wbioh  is  dated  the  20th  Sep- 
tember, is  as  follows  : — 

"The  Knights  of  Labour  passed  a  rcsoln- 
fion  to-night  protesting  against  the  borrowing 
policy  of  the  Government,  on  the  gcounds  of 
mterest  coming  from  the  pockets  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  the  colony,  and  going  to  enrich  foreign 
eapitalistfi,  and  as  the  Government  professed  to 
be,  and  were  elected  as,  a  non-borrowing  Go- 
Temment;  also  disapproving  of  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill,  inasmuch  as  a  State  Bank 
Bill,  similar  to  the  one  proposed  in  New  South 
Wal^  would  meet  the  monetary  requirements 
of  the  country  without  imperilling  the  national 
credit." 

Sir,  I  am  very  glad  that  I  received  this  news 
after  my  declaration  of  yesterday.  If  I  had 
got  it  before,  it  would  have  been  said  that  I  was 
trimming  my  sails  to  catch  the  passing  breeze. 
But  I  am  very  glad  that  so  large  and  representa- 
tive  a  body  of  the  electors  of  Dunedin,  of  all 
elassei  of  the  oommnnity,  should  so  thoroughly 
indoise  the  position  I  have  continually  taken 
np  in  this  House  since  we  were  returned  to 
carry  oat  a  non-borrowing  policy.  The  fact 
VaaX  they  have  passed  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 
pnsent  Government  for  their  borrowing  pro- 
clivities bears  out  the  views  I  have  expressed 
in  this  House  with  regard  to  the  Budget 
pcopoeals.  But  it  is  useless  to  occupy  much 
time  en  this  question,  because  no  matter  what 
measore  is  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
Government  it  is  swallowed  by  their  supporters. 
If  arer  there  was  a  time  when  the  game  of 
pcdcer  was  played — "going  it  blind"  —  it  is 
doting  this  session  of  Parliament,  for  whether 


a  proposal  of  the  Oovemment  is  a  proper  ona 
or  not  their  supporters  are  prepared  to  swallow 
it  without  reflection.  It  appears  to  me  that 
they  are  determined  to  rely  on  the  wisdom  of 
the  Oovemment  to  promulgate  a  policy  and 
not  upon  their  own  judgment.  As  to  whether 
these  measures  are  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
or  whether  they  are  for  the  good  of  the  workers- 
of  New  Zealand,  or  whether  they  are  on  the 
lines  to  which  members  were  pledged  when 
returned  to  this  House,  they  do  not  care  to 
consider.  They  simply  appear  to  believe,  as 
members  of  the  Liberal  party,  that  every  pro- 
posal that  is  put  forward  by  this  Government 
must  be  the  right  and  proper  thing,  and  they 
go  and  vote  blindly  upon  it.  Sir,  I  hare  opposed 
every  policy  measure  this  Government  has 
brought  in,  because  I  honestly  believe  it  is  all 
the  difference  between  the  self-reliant  policy 
of  the  late  Premier  and  the  plunging  policy  o£ 
the  present  Premier.  I  have  already  shown 
what  was  proposed  by  the  late  Premier,  and 
the  difference  between  the  £100,000  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  him  and  what  is  now  proposed. 
Here,  without  any  great  influx  of  population, 
we  are  asked  to  increase  that  £100,000  to 
£800,000.  I  say,  if  the  Oovemment  had  been 
honest  to  their  supporters,  they  would  simply 
have  introduced  these  measures  and  then  gona 
to  the  country  to  their  constituents  for  their 
sanction  before  carrying  them.  I  say  that  from 
the  North  Cape  to  the  Bluff  the  country  is  not 
in  favour  of  these  measures,  and  the  people  will 
say  that  we  should  not  have  supported  them. 
,-Q  Mr.  DUNCAN.  —  Sir,  in  saying  a 
'  '  few  words  about  this  Bill,  it  is  rather 
refreshing  to  me  to  note  the  chajige  that  has. 
come  over  the  Opposition.  When  these  policy 
Bills  were  brought  down  they  were  attacked 
by  almost  every  member  oC  the  Opposition  as 
being  huge  borrowing  policies ;  they  were  con- 
demned to  utter  ruin,  and  those  honourable 
gentlemen  declared  they  should  be  kicked  right 
out  of  the  House,  because  they  had  departed 
from  the  policy  as  laid  down  by  the  original 
leader  of  the  party — the  Hon.  Mr.  Ballance — 
and,  of  course,  departing  from  that  policy, 
the  Government  had  no  right  to  occupy  those 
benched.  That  was  the  dictum  laid  down  by 
the  Opposition ;  but  now,  on  the  top  of  all  the 
borrowing  Bills,  we  come  to  the  last  one,  and 
that  seems  to  be  the  one  that  suits  the  Opposi- 
tion ;  therefore  they  go  in  bald-headed  for  it,. 
With  very  few  exceptions,  they  all  support  this 
Bill.  And  for  what  reason?  Because  they 
expect — no  doubt  it  is  very  plain  on  the  face  of 
the  Bill — the  bulk  of  the  money  will  be  spent 
in  the  North  Island.  If  we  were  to  follow 
their  tactics  we  should  throw  this  Bill  out. 
We  have  a  chance  of  getting  our  Bills  passed 
without  this  Bill  being  added  to  them,  and  it 
will  save  the  country  half  a  million  to  throw 
this  Bill  out;  and,  no  doubt,  for  the  South 
Island  that  would  be  a  very  good  thing  to  do. 
Bat  I  have  no  such  selfish  intention  in  my 
head  as  to  take  that  course,  because  I  think 
what  is  good  for  one  part  of  the  country  will 
not  injure  the  other;  and  therefore,  as  we 
have  required  to  get  a  Bill  to  acquire  leutd. 
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for  settlement  in  the  Soath  Island,  and  have 
;got  that  Bill  through  the  House,  I  think, 
in  foiincgs,  \re  should  let  the  North  Island 
have  a  Bill  to  acqnire  land  there.  I  do  not 
follow  the  dictum  of  the  Opposition  that  this 
Ooremment  should  be  kicked  off  the  benches 
because  they  have  not  adhered  to  the  original 
policy.  If  you  will  look  into  the  words  that 
have  been  very  badly  quoted  by  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Dunedin  City  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  late  Tresisarer  stated  plainly  that  the 
money-market  at  that  time  was  not  in  such 
A  position  as  to  warrant  the  colony  in  borrow- 
ing, but  it  was  a  likely  thing  that  they  might 
raise  money  in  the  colony.  He  showed  that 
it  was  necessary  that  money  should  come  from 
somewhere  to  replenish  the  finances  at  that 
time,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  very  short  time  after. 
We  have  managed  to  get  through  a  year  or 
more  since  that,  and  we  find  the  people  of 
the  colony,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  to  my 
thinking,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
loan  well  spent,  and  spent  in  the  direction  of 
settlement,  is  quite  a  necessary  thing;  and 
that  is  my  opinion  too.  I  believe  that  this 
money  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  a  very  good  thing,  in  Com- 
mittee, to  see  that  the  money  derived  from  the 
sale  of  this  land — the  rents — should  go  towards 
paying  interest  on  the  loan,  so  that  the  colony 
would  not  be  loaded  to  any  greater  extent  than 
it  is  at  present.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  stated  that  this  was  a  policy  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  patronage  in  the  hands 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  think — and  I  be- 
lieve most  members  of  the  House  will  agree 
with  me — that  the  Minister  of  Lands  does  not 
require  a  policy  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
patronage.  He  is  as  popular  a  tlinister  of 
Lauds  as  we  have  hod  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  policy  of  purchasing 
lands  will  add  very  much  to  his  popularity,  be- 
'Causo  up  to  this  time  I  think  he  has  earned  his 
spurs  as  well  as  any  previous  Minister,  and  the 
fact  that  this  House  is  willing  to  pass  this  Bill 
goes  a  good  way  to  show  the  popularity  of  the 
Minister  and  the  confidence  this  House  has 
in  him  that  he  will  administer  these  Bills 
to  aoquire  land  with  even-handed  justice  and 
with  a  like  regard  for  the  colony  as  a  whole. 
In  the  next  sentence  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  said  he  would  have  respect 
for  the  Minister  if  he  went  in  for  a  loan.  He 
would  have  respect  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues  if  they  went  in  the 
wrong  direction,  if  they  went  against  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country,  if  they  got  the  country  to 
turn  against  ihem,  so  that  be  would  have  some 
prospect  of  occupying  those  benches  in  future. 
That  is  the  respect  ho  would  have  for  them  in 
going  in  for  a  loan.  To  go  in  for  a  loan  in  the 
ordinary  terms  was  generally  to  borrow  money 
to  carry  on  a  policy  of  railway-construction, 
land-purchasing,  and  road-construction.  Of 
coarse  there  is  a  portion  of  this  money  for  that 
— land-purchase  and  roads — and  the  loan  will 
be  quite  ample  to  carry  them  out  in  the  direction 
they  are  -going.  Then,  in  the  next  portion  of 
his  speech  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Mr.  Dufican 


Bay  said,  "When  the  Natives  have  parted 
vrith  their  lands,  then  come  the  misery  and 
the  degradation."  I  believe  the  hononrabla 
gentleman  is  a  better  judge  in  regard  to  this 
matter  than  other  members  of  the  Honse, 
because,  from  what  I  am  told — I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  this  from  my  own  knowledge,  bni; 
from  what  I  am  told — in  the  district  he  comes 
from  the  Natives  had  a  large  quantity  of  land 
there,  and  it  was  taken  from  them,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  believe,  holds  a  very 
large  share  of  that  property.  If  that  is  so  it 
accounts  for  the  misery  and  degradation  of  the 
Natives  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  and  ths 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  has  con- 
tributed to  the  degradation  of  the  Natives  in 
the  Hawke's  Bay  Province  to  a  larger  extent 
than  any  other  member  in  this  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  next  stated  that  the 
reason  the  unemployed  are  going  away  is  that 
capital  has  been  scared  away.  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been ;  but  some  people,  with  soma 
truth,  have  stated  that  capitalists  of  the  class 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  have  been  latterly 
tying  up  their  purse-strings  pretty  tightly,  and 
not  allowing  the  capital  to  be  expended  in  the 
way  they  formerly  spent  it.  And  it  has  been 
said — perhaps  rather  cruelly — that  they  have 
done  this  for  a  purpose,  and  possibly  that  pur- 
pose was  to  scare  away  the  unemployed  in- 
stead of  scaring  away  the  capital.  It  appears 
to  me  that  that  would  be  the  most  fitting  way 
to  put  it — that  the  unemployed,  rather  than  re- 
main in  the  misery  they  are  in,  might  be  scared 
away.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to  talk  of  settlements  in  the  bush,  and  to 
his  mind  it  was  not  such  a  hard  thing  to  settle 
in  the  bush  at  all,  because  he  had  been  an  early 
settler  himself.  But  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
was  a  bush-settler.  I  am  told  the  part  of  the 
country  he  comes  from  is  open  country,  and 
not  bush  at  all.  If  that  be  so  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  very  much  misery  or  hard- 
ship to  put  up  with  when  he  settled  upon 
land  such  as  the  plains  of  Hawke's  Bay.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  the  Minister  had 
the  power  to  purchase  as  little  land  as  he  liked, 
so  that  he  would  not  have  to  purchase  a  cer- 
tain quantity.  That  is  for  the  very  good  reason 
that  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  lay  down  a 
rule  as  to  the  quantity  to  be  purchased  nnder 
the  Bill  now  under  discussion.  It  wonld  de- 
pond  upon  the  amount  offered  by  the  Natives 
that  can  be  purchased,  so  that  the  purchasing- 
power  of  the  Minister  would  depend  entirely 
upon  his  opportunity  and  the  advantage  taken 
of  it.  No  doubt  the  House  has  confidence  in 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  would  pur- 
chase as  much  Native  land  an  was  sufficient 
for  purposes  of  settlement.  The  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Sir. 
Earnshaw)  was  something  like  the  sermon  of 
the  "  stickit  minister."  There  was  an  old  lady 
who  went  to  church  when  the  new  minister 
came,  but  after  hearing  him  she  stopped  at 
home  for  the  next  two  or  three  Sundays.  He 
called  on  her  to  see  why  she  stopped  at  home, 
and  when  he  asked  her  why,  she  said,  "  Oh, 
yon  read   your  sermon."     "Is   that  a  b«d 
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thing  y  "  Mad  tbe  ministeT.  "  Oh,  bat  you  did 
not  read  it  \>dl,"  said  tlie  old  lady.  "  Oh,  that 
is  wone,"  said  the  minister.  "  Well,"  she  said, 
"yoaraennon  nas  not  worth  leading."  That 
is  something  like  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech.  He  read  it ;  he  did  not  read  it  well ; 
•nd  it  was  not  worth  reading.  I  do  not  know 
il  any  one  understood  what  he  was  saying,  hut 
there  was  some  interview  between  an  American 
lady  and  the  Premier  ;  and  it  appeared  that  ha 
was  of  opinion  that  American  people  like  to  be 
biunbngged,  but  the  Minister  was  not  able  to 
hnmbug  this  lady  :  so  the  honourable  member 
for  Danedin  City  thinks  the  Premier  is  not  fit 
for  bis  position.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  should  like  the  Minis- 
ter to  explain  whether  the  Port  of  the  Bill 
that  amtlies  to  roads  and  bridges  will  apply  to 
both  Isonds,  and  whether  it  will  apply  to  rail- 
way bridges.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  money 
can  be  well  spent  on  roads  and  bridges  to  open 
ap  tbe  country,  and,  when  we  hear  from  all 
parts  a  cry  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  land,  it  is  not  a  large  sum 
to  snend  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— I  may  say  briefly  that, 
while  recognising  some  of  the  advantages  to  be 
gained  to  the  people  of  this  colony  by  the  pro- 
posals that  are  underlying  this  measure,  I  do 
not  at  all  approve  of  some  of  the  clauses  in  it. 
I  find  that  clause  5  states, — 

"  Any  person  who  settles  on  and  improves 
SDch  lands  pursuant  to  any  such  agreement  as 
aforesaid  has  a  prior  right  to  a  license  or  lease, 
under  Part  III.  of  '  The  Land  Act,  1892,'  of  so 
much  or  such  portion  of  those  lands  as  may  be 
defined  by  regulations  under  this  Act,  but  not 
of  any  area  greater  than  that  prescribed  by  the 
said  Act." 

Now,  Sir,  I  find  "  The  Land  Act,  1892,"  de- 
fines the  tenure  under  which  these  lands  are 
leased  or  sold  for  cash.  Now,  recognising  that 
this  is  a  Bill  that  is  going  to  give  the  Minis- 
ter power  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  to  acquire 
Native  lands  to  assist  people  to  settle,  and 
Also  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  to  moke  roads  and 
bridges  to  open  up  and  develop  theJands,  while 
agreeing  that  no  more  important  duty  can 
occupy  Ministers'  attention,  still  at  the  same 
time  I  should  like  to  see  the  colony,  which  is 
really  pledging  her  credit  to  the  extent  of 
half  a  million,  able  definitely  to  see  that  at 
some  future  time  she  will  be  recouped  some  of 
tbe  money  she  is  spending  in  that  direction. 
I  should  have  liked  to  see  something  in  the 
shape  of  a  proposal  for  a  revaluation.  I  am 
not  particular  with  regard  to  the  time  the 
lease  should  mn — thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years — 
so  long  as  a  terminating  point  is  attached  to 
the  lease.  I  want  to  see  the  colony  in  the 
position  that  there  shall  be  some  given  period 
for  revaluation,  so  that  the  colony  will  be 
recouped  some  of  her  original  outlay.  Of 
course,  I  know  that  this  is  slightly  incon- 
sistent with  the  action  I  took  in  connection 
with  a  measure  previously  before  the  House. 
I  supported  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
rather  against  my  will,  seeing  that  the  land 
«M  going  to  be  leased  under  the  lease  in  per- 


petuity; hut  I  was  given  to  understand  that 
there  would  he  an  opportunity  before  the  end  of 
the  session  for  not  only  myself,  but  others  who 
held  the  some  views,  to  express  our  opinions 
with  regard  to  this  matter  of  the  tenure  of 
Crown  lands,  and  that  the  Minister  would  take 
that  as  an  indication,  and,  instead  of  dealing 
with  the  question  this  session,  would  bring 
down  a  measure  next  session  that  would  deal 
with  the  whole  of  the  Crown  lands. 

Mr;  TANNER.— Happy  is  the  man  who 
knows  his  opportunity. 

Mr.  MORKISON.  —  I  have  now  taken  this 
opportunity  to  define  my  position  accurately 
on  this  point ;  and  I  am  certain  that  the 
Minister  was  perfectly  honest  in  the  state- 
ment he  mode  to  a  large  number  of  mem- 
bers some  short  time  ago ;  and  I  think  at  no 
very  distant  date  a  Bill  will  be  submitted  to 
the  House  placing  all  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
colony  under  the  perpetual  -  lease  system  with 
revaluation — that  is,  if  a  majority  of  the  House 
are  prepared  to  support  the  Minister  in  that 
direction.  With  regard  to  some  of  the  criti- 
cisms advanced  against  the  measure,  I  shall 
briefly  touch  upon  one  or  two.  And  first 
with  regard  to  clause  2,  which  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  touched  upon.  He  objected  to 
the  extraordinary  powers  the  Minister  of  the 
day  was  going  to  hold  under  clause  2.  He 
said  that  under  the  clause  the  Minister  would 
have  absolute  power — those  were  the  words  he 
used — to  make  roads  and  bridges  ail  over  the 
colony,  in  any  part  he  chose,  and  he  spoke  of 
the  amount  of  patronage  that  would  place  in 
his  hands.  I  do  not  think  the  clause  gives 
the  Minister  such  extraordinary  powers  as  the 
houonrable  member  claims,  because  it  states, 
"The  Minister  may,  with  the  approval  of  Par- 
liament, .  ."  He  has  to  consult  Parliament 
on  these  matters,  to  bring  down  estimates  of 
works  that  might  be  done  for  the  approval  of 
Parliament,  so  that  Parliament  could  put  its 
foot  down,  and  say,  "  We  will  have  none  of 
it."  I  think  that  does  away  with  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
Minister  would  have  absolute  control.  With 
regard  to  this  much-debated  clause  4,  I  do 
not  see  a  great  deal  to  object  to  in  it,  see- 
ing that  the  Bill  is  drafted  so  particularly  in 
tbe  direction  of  assisting  men  without  means 
to  go  on  the  land  to  moke  permanent  homes  for 
themselves.  I  say  that  is  noble  work,  which 
should  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
of  every  member  in  it.  Great  objection  is  made 
against  the  clause  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  expense  to  assist  settlers — spoon-feeding 
them  for  a  certain  time  till  they  are  able  to 
help  themselves.  To  illustrate  the  position, 
and  put  my  point  of  view  :  say  a  man  ac- 
quired a  block  of  bush-land ;  it  will  be  sur- 
veyed— and  it  should  be  surveyed — into  alter- 
nate blocks  of  at  least  one  hundred  SiCres.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  you 
can  put  a  man  with  a  family  on  fifteen  or 
twenty  acres  of  bush-land  removed  forty  or 
fifty  miles  from  some  large  town,  and  dump 
him  down  and  say  to  him  that  he  is  to  hew 
oat  a  home  for  liimself.    He  cannot  do  it. 
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If  we  want  to  establish  a  successiul  race  of 
permanent  settlers  on  this  land  we  must  pro- 
vide them  witli  a  sufficient  area  on  which  they 
may  have  some  prospect  of  establishing  a  home ; 
and  if  the  block  of  land  purchased  by  the 
Crown  is  surveyed  into  alternate  blocks,  and 
settlers  placed  upon  each  alternate  block,  the 
Grown  retaining  possession  of  every  second 
block,  and  the  settler  is  allowed  so  much  per 
acre  for  clearing  it,  and  after  he  has  cleared  a 
certain  portion  the  Government  makes  some  ad- 
vances to  him  for  work  done,  he  can  gradually 
acquire  a  home  for  himself.  This  money  will 
keep  him  going,  and  after  a  year  or  so  he  will 
have  sufficient  land  cleared  co  plant  some  crops 
or  grass.  If  some  such  scheme  were  followed 
out,  by  the  end  of  two  years  we  should  have 
assisted  to  place  a  very  industrious  class  of 
people  on  the  soil,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  90  per  cent,  would  remain  emd  be- 
come permanent  industrious  settlers.  Under 
our  present  system,  tlie  way  we  deal  with  the 
imemployed  is  not  at  all  satisfactory.  Certain 
reproductive  works  are  carried  on  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  we  cart  our  unem- 
ployed from  the  centres  on  to  these  reproduc- 
tive works  merely  for  a  few  months.  There 
they  remain  any  time  up  to  nine  months, 
and  the  result  is,  when  the  works  are  done, 
the  men  drift  back  into  the  centres,  and  in  a 
month's  time  the  men  are  as  hard  up  as  ever. 
11  BO  U'"^^'^  some  such  scheme  as  what  I 
have,  perhaps  crudely,  sketched  out,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  Minister 
would  be  able  not  only  to  relieve  the  congested 
state  of  the  labour-market,  but  to  put  some 
very  industrious  settlers  on  the  land.  A  great 
deal  of  opposition  was  made  to  certain  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  In  my  opinion  Mr. 
Bell  did  not  say  anything  which  could  be  found 
fault  with.  I  was  really  surprised  to  find  so 
many  honourable  members  drawing  attention 
to  his  remarks  and  asking  if  he  was  competent 
to  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to  bush-settlers. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  have  heard 
such  an  objection  taken.  I  say  a  man  does  not 
require  to  be  bom  on  a  bush-farm,  or  to  be 
brought  up  there,  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  how  bush  ■  settlements  should  bo  con- 
ducted. We  know  very  well  that  in  America, 
Canadel,  and  in  these  colonies  some  of  the  most 
successful  settlers — some  of  whom  wo  have  in 
Kew  Zealand — are  men  who  were  not  brought 
up  to  farming,  bat  were  drawn  from  all  classes 
and  professions.  And  these  men  have  become 
successful  runholders  and  farmers.  They  went 
into  bush-settlements,  and  have  made  homes 
for  themselves.  These  men  have  been  drapers, 
shoemakers,  tailors,  lawyers,  clerks,  doctors : 
in  fact,  members  of  all  professions  have  gone  on 
the  land  and  been  successful.  The  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  advocated  strongly,  and 
with  a  certain  amount  of  warmth,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  make  roads  and  bridges  until 
the  settlers  were  on  the  land — In  fact,  that  the 
Government  should  not  make  roads  and  bridges, 
but  that  the  settlers  should  do  so  —  and  the 
honourable  member  calls  himself  a  practical 
Mr.  Morrison 


farmer  I  Imagine  putting  twenty,  thirty,  or  fiffy 
men  in  bush-country  where  there  are  no  roads 
or  bridges,  where  these  men  are  supposed  to  be 
— men  without  capital,  men  who  are  there  for 
the  purpose  of  hewing  out  homes  for  themselves, 
and  who  are  assisted  by  the  Government  with 
advances — imagine  these  men  being  placed 
there  without  roads  or  bridges  to  help  them  in 
developing  the  land  1  I  am  sure,  if  the  honour- 
able member  had  given  the  matter  a  thought, 
he  would  not  have  made  the  statement  which 
he  did.  I  only  wish  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  tenure 
provided  in  the  Bill.  I  may  say  that  I  shall  be 
prepared,  on  any  occasion  which  may  arise  in 
the  future,  to  support  the  perpetual  lease  with 
a  revaluation  clause  as  against  the  lease  in 
perpetuity,  and  I  would  very  much  like  to  aee 
the  honourable  gentleman  alter  this  Bill  in 
Committee  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  honourable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  virility  of  their  speeches 
in  criticizing  the  measures  of  the  GovernmenL 
I  cannot  supposo  that  such  criticism  is  com- 
forting to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  any  more 
than  his  honourable  colleague  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  liked  the  very  drastic  criticiems 
which  proceeded  from  his  own  side  of  the 
House  upon  the  financial  measures  which  the 
Government  have  introduced  this  session. 
Such  experiences  must  have  recalled  to  their 
minds  the  couplet  which  appears  in  the  "  Anti- 
Jacobin,"  where  the  invocation  is  made, — 

Bat  of  all  plagaes,  good  Heaven,  thy  wrath  can  send. 
Save,  save,  oh  I  save  us  from  the  candid  friend  I 

The  last  speaker  has  Indicated  one  occasion 
when  he  took  a  bold  and  independent  stand. 
He  has  now  added  another.  The  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill  was  only  got  through  this 
House  on  the  understanding,  as  I  am  told,  and 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  corroborated 
to-night,  that  an  opportunity  would  be  given 
this  session  for  reviewing  the  question  of  the 
lease  in  perpetuity.  Soon  after  the  second 
reading  of  that  Bill  I  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands  if  he  yvas  prepared  to  give  the  promised 
opportunity,  and  he  very  candidly  said  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  give  any  such  opportunity. 
However,  I  desire  to  congratulate  the  honour- 
able member  for  Gaversham  for  having  now 
in  this  Bill  discovered  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  are  not  patting  it 
quite  correctly. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  putting  it  per- 
fectly correctly,  and,  in  order  to  prove  that,  I 
will  read  what  occurred. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  be  in  order  in  quoting  Hansard  of  thia- 
session. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON. —  A  question  and 
answer  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  I  state  my  re- 
collection, after  refreshing  my  memory  with 
the  record  of  what  took  place.  However,  I 
congratulate  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham  on  having  discovered  the  opportunity  of 
moving  in  the  direction  of  altering  the  leasa. 
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in  perpetuity,  by  introdnoing,  as  on  amendment 
in  thii  Bill,  proviaion  for  periodio  revalaatioDS. 
I  tnut  he  will  not  permit  any  caaous  which 
may  be  called  on  this  Bill,  as  has  been  called 
en  other  Bills  of  a  like  character,  to  dissuade 
kim  bom  taking  that  coarse. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Will  you  support 
him? 

Mr.  O.  HITTCHISON.— Will  I  support  him  ? 
Tea,  I  will  pledge  myself  to  support  such  a 
proposition,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  adhere  to  the  lines  he  has  indicated 
to-nigfat,  I  myself  will  take  an  opportunity  of 
moving  in  Committee,  on  the  5ta  clause  of 
this  Bill,  that  the  tenure  shall  be  the  lease  in 
perpetuity  varied  by  periodic  valuations,  so 
that  an  opportunity  will  arise,  although  it  is 

gobaUy  not  desired  by  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
t  testing  the  question  this  session.  My 
honourable  friend  asks  why  I  should  support 
■nch  a  proposal.  I  would  do  so,  as  a  lesser 
evil  than  the  lease  in  perpetuity,  though  it 
must  not  be  understood  that  I  am  at  all  in 
favour  of  that  tenure  under  the  Act  of  1892. 
I  prefer  the  old  perpetual  lease  with  option  of 
Ireehold,  but  if  we  cannot  get  a  whole  loaf  we 
will  be  content  with  a  half.  I  shall  be  satisfied 
in  this  Parliament  with  having  broken  the 
lease  in  perpetuity,  which  is  a  double-edged 
band — a  fraud  against  the  settler  and  a  fraud 
against  the  colony.  I  would  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  another  deviation  by  the 
Government,  as  indicated  by  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill,  from  the  proposals  outlined  in  the 
Rnandal  Statement.  In  the  Financial  State- 
ment there  were  three  subjects  of  borrowing : 
there  was  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  which 
we  have  sJready  passed,  giving  power  to  the 
Minister  to  raise  £250,000  a  year ;  then  there 
was  the  proposal  as  to  rocids  and  bridges; 
and  there  was  the  proposal  as  to  Kativo-land 
pinrchase.  The  two  latter  were  by  no  means 
associated  in  the  Financial  Statement.  On 
the  contrary,  I  find  that  there  are  several 
paragraphs  on  various  subjects  intervening  be- 
tween the  one  and  the  other.  They  are  both, 
however,  bracketed  in  this  Bill  in  so  far  as  the 
zaiaing  of  money  is  concerned  ;  and  this  other 
Rgnificant  thing  occurs :  that  whereas  the  Land 
(or  Settlements  BUI — which  we  have  passed, 
nving  power,  as  I  say,  to  the  Minister  to  raise 
^SO,0(X)  a  year — repeals  the  preceding  Act 
which  was  passed  in  1892,  authorising  the 
raising  of  £50,000  a  year,  this  Bill,  in  deal- 
uig  with  roads  and  bridges  and  Native-land 
porcbases,  does  not  propose  to  repeal  either 
of  the  Acta  which  are  already  on  the  statute 
book  relating  to  these  same  subjects,  and 
which  authorise  the  raising  of  £50,000  a  year. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  does  repeal  one  Act. 

Ur.  O.  HUTCHISON.— I  did  not  understand 
it  ao;  but  I  aecept  the  oorrection,  and  as- 
sume that  this  Bill  will  supersede  the  power 
to  bonow  £50,000  a  year  for  the  purchase  of 
Hative  lands  under  the  Aot  of  1892;  but  I 
■boold  like  to  know  from  my  honourable  friend 
the  Vinittn-  of  Lands  whether  the  power  at 
presant  given  under  "  The  Qovemment  Loans 

voii.  iixxrvi.— IS. 


to  Local  Bodies  Act  Amendment  Act,  1891 "  to 
raise  £50,000  a  year  is  intended  to  be  repealed. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  is  not  touched. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  power  is  stiU 
retained  under  that  Act  to  raise  £50,000,  in 
addition  to  the  £250,000  for  roads  and  bridges 
proposed  under  this  Bill ;  so  that,  with  another 
£250,000  for  Native -land  purchases,  the  bor- 
rowing proposals  here  are  really  £500,000  under 
these  two  heads,  p2iu  £50,000  more  under 
"  The  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1891,"  which 
is  synonymous  with  the  proposal  here  as  to 
roads  and  bridges.  That  the  colony  may  have 
some  idea  of  what  has  been  going  on  under  the 
three  borrowing  Acts  already  on  our  statute- 
book — namely,  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
the  Beads  and  Bridges  Act  (otherwise,  but 
misleadingly,  termed  "  The  Government  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Aot  Amendment  Aot,  1891  "), 
and  the  Native  Land  Purchases  Act — I  should 
like  to  place  on  record  in  Bansard  a  few  figures 
— significant.  Sir — from  a  return  laid  on  the 
table  recently  on  my  motion,  and  which  shows 
what  moneys  have  been  borrowed  and  spent 
under  these  several  Acts : — 

Under  "  The  Land  for  Settlements  A.et, 
1892." 

£  £ 

1883-94.      Debentares  issued      ...      38,866 

Amount  expended      ...  ...       87,542 

1881-85.      Debentures  issued      ...       15,000 

Amount  expended      ...         ...  61S 

April  1,1883,) 

to         >  Other  amounts  credited        896 
Jane  80,  IBM.) 

Honourable  members  will  thus  see  that  under 
"  The  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  1892,"  which 
this  Bill,  if  passed,  will  repeal,  there  has  al- 
ready been  raised  this  year  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  in  addition  to  the  quarter-million 
authorised  to  be  raised  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill,  now  going  through  the  other 
Chamber. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.—I  say  £15,000  has 
already,  under  the  Act  of  1892,  been  raised  in 
the  present  financial  year. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then  the  return 
must  be  wrong.  I  say  debentures  amounting 
to  £15,000  have  been  issued,  and  up  to  the  SOth 
June  only  £618  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.- £15,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— £15,000?  I  am  glad 
of  the  explanation,  and  I  hope  my  honourable 
friend  is  quite  serious  in  making  it. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— That  is,  if  we  pass  it. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Of  course;  but  if 
this  Bill  does  not  pass  you  will  still  have  power 
to  borrow  money  this  year  to  the  extent  of 
£35,000,  being  the  balance  of  the  £50,000  al- 
ready authorised.  Now  I  will  pass  on  to  the 
expenditure  under  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act  of  1891,  which  is  synonymous 
with  the  subject  of  roads  and  bridges  under 
this  Bill,    Here  are  the  figures : — 
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£ 
8,000 


Under  "  Th»  OovemnuiU  Loam  to  Loeal  Bodita 
Aot  Amendntent  Act,  1801." 
£ 
1801-92.   Debentam  created         ...     8,000 

Amount  expended  

188B-93.    Debentures  created         ...    9B,8S3 

Amount  expended  ^ 

1883-M.    Debenture*  created  ...    80,000 

Amount  expended  30,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  respect  of  roads  and 
bridges  the  fnll  amonnt  raised'  last  year  has 
been  expended,  and  that  there  baa  not  been 
anything  yet  done  this  year. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.  —  We  b«ve  not  gone 
beyond  the  limit  in  any  year. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Quite  so ;  but  yon 
expended  last  year  exactly  the  amount  raised. 
Now  we  come  to  the  Native  Land  Porohases 
Act  of  1893.  The  return  gives  the  following 
pwtioulars : — 


18BS-B3.  Debentures  created 
Amount  expended 

1803-H.  Debentures  created 
Amount  expended 


£ 
97,700 

Tsiobo 


March  31^ 

to 

June  SO, 

18M. 


1I>,G75 
76,064 


Debentures  created 
Amount  expended 


90,000 


14,856 


So  that  already  this  year  the  limit  under  the 
powers  of  borrowing  under  the  Act  proposed  to 
be  repealed  have  been  exercised.  And,  if  I 
understood  what  my  honourable  friend  has 
stated,  it  is  intended  under  the  present  Bill 
to  take  power  this  year  to  raise  in  addition 
£250,000,  so  that,  with  the  debentures  already 
issued  under  the  former  Act,  there  will  during 
the  present  year  be  £300,000  available  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  The  point  I  desire 
to  aslc  the  attention  of  honourable  members 
to  is  this :  that,  although  the  First  Part  of 
the  Bill  deals  with  roaids  and  bridges,  and 
the  Second  Part  with  Native  land,  the  Third 
Part  applies  the  raising  of  the  funds  for  both 
these  objects ;  that  is  to  say,  both  sets  of  loans 
are  to  be  raised  in  the  same  way,  both  are 
convertible  into  stock,  and  ,no  doubt  are  in- 
tended as  soon  as  possible  to  be  placed  on  the 
London  market.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  fact,  which  should  be  borne  in 
mind.  Yet  the  two  proposals  are  different  in 
character.  My  honourable  friend  the  OoloniaJ 
Treasurer,  in  his  Budciet  speech,  had  to  admit 
that,  as  to  the  £250,000  proposed  to  be  spent  on 
roads  and  bridges,  it  was  unmitigated  borrow- 
ing. It  was  money  going  out,  and  not  coming 
btbok,  unless  indirectly ;  but  the  money  to  be 
spent  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land  was,  he 
suggested,  in  a  different  category,  because  it  was 
money  going  out  for  the  acquisition  of  land 
that  would  be  afterwards  disposed  of  and  make 
a  direct  return.  If  this  distinction  is  to  be 
preserved  it  is  desirable  that  the  money  to  be 
received  for  land  so  acquired  should  be  ear- 
marked: that  is  to  say,  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  settlement  of  the  land  should  be 
applied  towards  redeeming  the  loan. 

Mr.  J.  MoKSNZIE.— It  does  not  appear  in 
the  original  Bill ;  only  certain  clauses.  You 
have  not  read  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  my  honourable 
Iriend  will  not  desl  with  the  moneys  to  be  re- 
Mr.  Q.  B.}Uehi»on 


ceived  for  the  land,  aad  which  ehoold  be  pkwiil 
to  a  special  account? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Of  course. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Such  is  not  provided. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- It  is  left  in  aen- 
siderable  doubt ;  and  I  am  glad  to  have  tbaie 
assurances  from  the  Minister,  and  I  tmat  he 
will  take  measures  in  Committee  to  make  that 
perfectly  clear.  The  Bill  will  be  all  the  more 
satisfactory  if  that  be  done. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZEB.— You  will  find  it  in  the 
original  Act — 90th  clause,  subsection  (a). 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  original  Act  of 
1892,  is  it  7 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  only  provides 
for  a  return  being  made  to  Parliament  showing 
how  the  moneys  are  received  and  paid.  It 
does  not  provide  for  the  income  from  the  lands 
being  placed  to  a  separate  account  and  only 
used  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  debentures 
that  may  be  issued  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing money  for  the  aoquisition  of  the  land. 
That  is  the  point  which  I  desire  to  have  mads 
clear.  I  was  glad  to  hear  one  or  two  hononxaUe 
members  who  usually  support  the  Government 
state  distinctly  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
see  that  such  a  provision  was  inserted,  and  I 
trust  my  honourable  friend,  now  that  he  sees 
the  Bill  is  not  quite  clear  on  the  point,  will 
have  it  amended  in  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.- It  will  be  just  so  rnoeh 
the  worse  for  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  know  how  it 
ban  be  so  much  worse  for  the  North  Island 
that  there  should  be  an  account  kept  which 
would  give  information  to  the  House  as  to  how 
the  moneys  have  been  expended,  and  to  what 
purposes  the  revenue  from  the  settlement  of 
the  land  is  to  be  applied. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  have  already  stated 
that  on  the  12th  July  I  tabled  all  the  informa- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  wants. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentle- 
men must  not  carry  on  a  conversation  with 
one  another. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  objeot.  Sir, 
to  these  interruptions,  because  it  is  all  in  the 
way  of  getting  light  thrown  on  the  subject. 
What  we  want,  and,  I  believe,  the  majority  of 
the  House 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— You  are  misleading 
the  House. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No;  I  desire  to  show 
how  important  it  is  that  these  moneys  should 
be  ear-marked,  so  that  the  revenue  from  lands 
which  are  to  be  purchased  with  borrowed  money 
shall  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  bonds. 
That  is  the  point,  and  we  will  no  doubt,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Minister,  make  it  plain. 
I  would  now  refer  to  one  or  two  sections  of 
this  Bill,  whioh,  I  agree  with  some  honootaUe 
members,  tkre  curious  in  the  matter  of  draft- 
ing. It  is  a  matter  of  observation  that  these 
policy  Bills,  which  are  coming  down  so  rapidly, 
dealing  with  finance  and  the  raising  of  miaaiej, 
are  very  loosely  worded  indeed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Not  properly  drafted, 
did  yon  say  7 
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Vr.  O.  UUTUUISON.  —  Very  indifferently 
dntfted. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  must  request  the  honoar- 
»ble  gentlemen  to  allow  this  conversation  in 
ttke  conrse  of  a  debate  to  cease,  and  to  let  the 
debate  proceed  withont  such  interruption. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— There  is  something 
diffieolt  to  Hnderstand  in  the  drafting  of  the 
IBill.     Hera  is  the  2nd  clause,  for  instance  : — 

"The  works  contemplated  by  this  Part  of 
the  Act  are  the  construction  of  roads  and 
baddgee,  the  preparation  of  lands  for  settlement, 
and  such  other  works  incidental  thereto  as 
the  ICinister  of  Lands,  hereinafter  called  '  the 
Minister,'  may,  with  the  approval  of  Parlia- 
snant,  think  neoessary." 

How  is  the  approval  of  Parliament  to  be 
czprencd  ?    Is  it  by  resolution  ? 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— By  the  estimates. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Oh,  well,  you  should 
mj  80.  "According  to  appropriations  to  be 
made  i:^  Parliament"  has  been  the  language 
oidinaiily  nsed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— If  you  read  the  Bill 
yoa  will  find  that. 

Mr.  a.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  speaking  of  the 
Skid  danse,  which  is  novel  in  its  construction. 

Mr.   J.    Mckenzie.  —  Look   at   the    8rd 


Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  coming  to  that 
«Iaiise.    It  reads, — 

"  The  Minister  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  opening  of  each  session,  lay 
befots  Parliament  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
each  of  the  aforesaid  works  as  he  proposes  to 
oonstmct  ont  of  the  fonds  available  and  appre- 
ciated therefor,  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Well,  that  advances  us  a  Uttle.  Now  I  come 
to  ctanse  4  ;  it  is  most  peculiar : — 

"Any  person  may  by  agreement  with  the 
Minister  settle  upon  any  Crown  land  for  the 
porpoae  of  clearing  or  otherwise  improving  the 
aante,  upon  such  terms  as  to  advances  or 
otherwise  as  may  be  agreed  on,  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  may,  when  authorised  by  Parlia- 
ment, make  all  such  advances  out  of  moneys 
Available  under  this  Act." 

If  that  be  intended  as  a  reference  to  appro- 
priation, I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  better 
to  keep  to  the  form  of  words  usually  used  in 
dealing  with  appropriations.  The  6th  clause 
gam  on  to  say, — 

"Any  person  who  settles  on  and  improves 
■Deb  Isiods  pnisnant  to  any  such  agreement  as 
«foraaaid  has  aptior  right  to  a  license  or  lease, 
mider  Part  IIL  of  '  The  Land  Act,  1892,'  of 
ao  much  or  snch  portion  of  those  lauds  as  may 
be  defined  by  regnlations  under  this  Act,  but 
not  of  any  area  greater  than  that  prescribed 
in  the  sua  Act." 

I  have  referred  to  Part  III.  of  the  Land  Act 
«f  189S.  and  find  that  Part  deals  with  the  op- 
tional system:  cash,  oeoupation  with  the  right 
of  jmrcliase,  and  the  lease  in  perpetuity. 

Mr.  3.  Mckenzie.— What  about  licenses 
already  purchased  7 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— If  my  hononrable 
friend  means  that,  we  shall  be  satisfied ;  but  it 
would  be  preferable  to  employ  the  phrases  used 


in  the  Act  referred  to.  The  whole  thing  is  so 
ambiguous,  one  would  suppose  that  the  BUI  was 
drafted  in  a  thunderstorm.  The  6th  section 
affords  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
an  opportunity  for  introducing  his  proposed 
amendment  with  reference  to  periodical  re- 
valuations. I  will  not  proceed  further  with  a 
criticism  of  this  Bill  at  this  time,  because  I 
perceive  there,  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  Committee  work.  When  we  have  gone 
through  that  stage  perhaps  the  Bill  may  better 
commend  itself  to  the  majority  of  members  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  O'BEOAN. — I  rise  to  endeavour  to  im- 
prove this  Bill  by  proposing  an  amendment, 
which  I  will  presently  read.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  Bill  is  part  and  parcel  of  a 
policy  of  borrowing.  It  is  undoubtedly,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  said,  a  reversion 
to  the  policy  put  in  practice  many  years  ago  by 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and,  as  far  as  I  oan  see,  it  is  no 
improvement  whatever  upon  the  policy  of  that 
gentleman.  I  personally  object  to  borrowing, 
but  on  certain  conditions  I  would  not  object 
to  it,  and,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  support 
the  Bill  conscientiously  and  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  I  intend  to  propose  this  amendment. 
My  hononrable  friend  the  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, and  also  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  were  loud  in  their  praises  of  this  Bill 
this  evening.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  chief 
reason  why  Bills  of  this  kind,  which  propose 
to  scatter  money  broadcast  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony,  are  hailed  with  satisfsustion  by 
some  honourable  members  is  that  they  see  a 
good  time  coming,  when  money  will  be  spent 
freely  out  of  the  public  chest,  and  that  the 
consolidated  revenue  is  going  to  bear  the 
interest.  That  certainly  was  the  evil  of  the 
past,  and  that  is  why  so  much  log  -  rolling 
was  done,  and  why  so  many  political  rail- 
ways and  other  public  works  were  made  in  the 
colony.  It  is  surely  only  fair  and  just  that 
those  districts  which  benefited  by  the  con- 
struction of  public  works  so  largely  should  be 
called  on  to  pay  interest  on  those  public  works. 
It  is  manifestly  unfair  to  make  public  works 
for  certain  parts  of  the  colony,  and  tax  every- 
body in  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing interest  upon  their  cost.  Dealing  first  with 
the  Crown  lands,  let  us  imagine  what  will 
happen  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  if  it 
becomes  law  in  its  present  form.  Land  will 
be  taken  under  the  lease -in -perpetuity  sys- 
tem, under  the  provisions  of  which  the  present 
occupiers  are  allowed  to  hold  the  property 
as  long  as  they  live,  under  the  existing  valua- 
tion.   Is  not  that  an  extraordinary  principle  7 

j„  »  The  land  is  held  for  999  years  without 
revaluation,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  all  the  increment  accruing  to  the  land 
after  it  is  taken  up  will  go  to  benefit  private 
individuals.  Here  we  are  asked  to  expend  an 
enormous  sum  of  money  to  open  up  Crown 
and  Native  lands  for  settlement.  Indue  course 
this  land  will  be  occupied  by  a  class  of,  no 
doubt,  very  deserving  settlers ;  but  the  roads 
and  bridges  which  wUl  have  been  made  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  will  certainly  hava 
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gone  to  benefit  them,  and  them  alone.  Yet 
the  rest  of  the  colony  'will  be  called  upon  to 
bear  the  interest.  In  regard  to  the  Native 
lands,  speaking  personally  I  think  the  Maoris 
are  being  demoralised  by  the  present  sys- 
tem of  Native-land  purchase.  Sir,  I  cannot, 
for  my  life,  see  why  the  Maoris  should  be 
bought  out  of  lands  in  which  they  have  no 
pre-emptive  interest.  It  is  utterly  ridiculous, 
to  my  mind,  to  say  that,  because  a  few  abori- 
ginals happen  to  be  scattered  here  and  there 
in  various  parts  of  the  forest,  it  cannot  be 
reclaimed  and  settled  without  taking  large 
sums  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  to 
acquire  the  title  to  it.  Here  we  have  a  system 
of  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  Natives, 
as  their  land  cannot  be  settled  without  an 
enormous  cost  to  the  taxpayers,  who  wish  to 
occupy  it  under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system. 
I  have  no  objection  to  dealing  with  the  Natives 
fairly,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
in  the  past  they  have  been  dealt  with  hardly 
and  in  a  manner  that  is  far  from  creditable  to 
the  Kuropoana ;  but  of  late  years  the  tendency 
has  been  to  indulge  in  too  much  sickly  senti- 
mentality about  the  Maori  race.  They  are  being 
demoralised  by  the  indulgence  observed  by  the 
Europeans  towards  them.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  up  in  the  Kotorua  district  the 
Maoris  are  being  really  spoiled.  They  are  like 
spoiled  children — demanding  excessive  rents, 
which  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay  to  them, 
and  people,  have  to  pay  heavily,  I  understand, 
for  taking  sketches,  and  for  visiting  certain 
localities  in  the  district.  My  contention  is 
that  it  has  a  demoralising  efiect  for  any  people, 
whether  they  be  white  or  black,  to  get  sums 
of  money  they  do  not  earn.  Again,  we  talk 
about  land-monopoly.  My  opinion  is  that 
amongst  the  Maoris  we  have  land-monopo- 
lists as  bad  as  any  Europeans.  And  the  Native 
lands  will  be  increased  in  value  by  the  public 
works,  and  by  the  money  which  is  spent  by  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony.  The  Maori  owners 
will  receive  the  benefit,  which  is  not,  I  think, 
a  very  creditable  state  of  things.  As  regards 
tenure  and  taxation,  there  should  be  no  dis- 
tinction whatever  in  dealing  with  either  Maoris 
or  Europeans.  However,  I  should  have  had  no 
objection  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  and  to  sacrifice 
my  principles  as  regards  the  Native  lands,  if 
the  evils  that  at  present  exist  in  regard  to 
land-tenure  were  not  to  be  perpetuated.  But 
under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system  they  will 
be  perpetuated.  Indeed,  with  regard  to  ad- 
vances to  settlers,  if  I  may  be  eJlowed  to  refer 
to  that,  while  giving  all  credit  to  my  honour- 
able friend  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  his  inten- 
tions, I  cannot  help  agreeing  in  the  view  taken 
by  the  honoiurable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Button^.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  gentle- 
man was  right  in  his  contention.  Strange 
though  it  may  appear,  and  although  he  sits  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
him  that  this  scheme  of  advances  to  settlers 
is  not  really  advances  at  all.  It  means  the 
Government  backing  bills  for  settlers. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — What  about  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand? 

Jlfr.  O'Began 


Mr.  O'BEOAN.— It  is  the  same  thing.  The 
Government  propose  to  back  bills  for  settlen 
on  their  State  security.  And  it  seems  to  ma 
that  the  remark  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button),  that  we 
were  paying  too  dear  for  our  whistle,  waa  quite 
correct.  The  Government  are  not  advancing 
money  on  any  security  to  be  offered  by  the 
tenant,  because  the  occupier's  interest  is  not  in 
the  land  itself,  but  in  the  improvements.  The 
land  is  really  the  property  of  the  State,  which 
will  be  called  on  to  advance  money  upon  its 
own  security ;  which  seems  to  me  to  be  a  vei; 
curious  way  of  doing  business.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  support  this  BiU  provided  it  is  a  little 
amended,  which  I  think  might  be  consented  to 
by  the  Government,  seeing  there  is  a  Better- 
ment Bill  on  the  Order  Paper.  At  present  it 
seems  we, are  going  to  scatter  money  broadcast 
over  the  colony,  and  no  provision  whatever  is 
to  be  made  to  pay  the  interest  on  it.  I  have 
been  looking  forward,  in  common  vrith  a  great 
many  of  my  brother-members  in  this  House,  to 
a  time  when  the  present  Ministry  would  remit 
some  of  the  Customs  duties.  I  have  been  look- 
ing forward  to  the  time  which  wets  spoken  of 
by  the  late  Premier  and  the  present  Treasurer 
when  they  promised  a  reduction  of  duties  on 
the  necessaries  of  life — a  change  which  X  con- 
sider absolutely  necessary,  and  one  that  would 
benefit  the  working- classes  far  more  than  this 
so-called  labour  legislation  which  has  occupied 
the  time  of  the  House  to  an  undue  extent.  I 
have  been  looking  forward  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  for  this  happy  ideal  to  be  consummated. 
But  under  the  present  circumstances  it  seems 
there  is  to  be  increased  taxation  in  tbe  futore, 
because  if  yon  expend  money  as  proposed  under 
this  Bill,  without  making  provision  to  pay 
interest,  the  taxation  must  necessarily  be  in- 
creased. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — It  pays  its  own  way. 

Mr.  O'BEGAK. — There  is  no  provision,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  for  making  it  pay  its  own  way. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  is,  I  know,  a  strong  sap- 
porter  of  the  principle  of  betterment,  and  he 
has  embodied  that  principle  in  a  Bill  to  give 
efiect  to  it,  which  is  now  on  the  Order  Paper. 
Whether  it  is  going  to  be  proceeded  with  or  not 
I  do  not  know.  The  amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose will  have  a  most  desirable  efiect,  because 
it  is  only  fair  that  those  who  have  money  spent 
in  their  district  should  pay  for  it. 

An  Hon.  Mgmbeb. — Are  you  prepared  to  pay 
for  what  is  done  in  the  Xnangahna  District  ? 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Certainly  I  am :  and  so  tai 
we  have  had  but  little  to  pay  for.  It  is  mani- 
festly unfair  to  have  special  expenditure  in  one 
part  of  the  colony  when  the  whole  colony  haa 
got  to  pay  for  it.  I  move.  Sir,  That  the  Bill  b« 
referred  back  to  the  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  the  principle  of  betterment, 
as  I  think  that  amendment  would  have  the 
desired  efiect. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Sir,  with  all  the  respect  I       , 
have  for  my  honourable  friend  the  member       i 
for  Inangahua,  I  object  to  his  idea  that  the 
Natives  should  be  experimented   upon  by  ns 
in  regard  to  their  lands  in  the  direction  he 
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incUcates.  So  {ax  as  his  pet  scheme,  land- 
nationaJisation,  is  concerned,  I  -would  suggest 
that  he  should  apply  that  first  of  all  rather 
to  the  lands  held  in  large  areas  by  Earopeans 
or  private  individuals  in  this  colony.  I  think 
if  he  advocated  that  policy  he  would  be  giving 
more  support  to  the  land-for-settlement  policy 
which  has  been  introduced  by  the  present  Qo- 
vemment.  He  has  been  pleased  to  say  that 
the  Natives  are  being  demoralised  in  several 
parts  of  this  colony,  and  that  they  have  no 
tight  to  anything  arising  from  their  laiid  be- 
cause they  have  not  worked  for  it.  I  beg,  Sir, 
to  say  that  they  are  no  more  demoralised — 
whatever  may  be  their  want  of  education — 
than  are  sections  of  the  European  population 
in  OUT  large  centres.  They  have  made  the 
moet  of  their  lands  under  the  exceptional 
eonditioiis  under  which  they  have  held  them. 
They  have  fought  for  their  lands ;  they  have  in 
the  past  disputed  the  right  of  the  Europeans 
to  their  present  sovereignty  over  their  lands ; 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  approach  them  now 
in  a  more  civilised  spirit,  and  make  them  one 
with  ourselves.  Referring  to  the  question  of 
the  aeqaiaition  of  Native  lands,  there  are  some 
members  in  this  House  who  object  to  it. 
then  are  some,  again,  who,  while  objecting  to 
that  Part  of  the  Bill  which  proposes  to  borrow 
£250,000  for  roading  and  bridging  the  country 
aod  improving  Crown  lands,  prefer,  first  of 
•11,  that  the  Native  lands  should  be  acquired 
by  the  Crown.  Well,  that  signifies  a  selfish 
policy,  to  my  mind.  I  wt»  surprised  to  hear 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button)  advocating  such  a  principle  as  that, 
because  I  have  always  given  him  credit  for 
being  fair  in  a  question  affecting  not  only  the 
Europeans,  but  also  his  dark-skinned  brethren. 
Why  should  the  honourable  gentleman  be  so 
jealous  r^^ding  the  lands  and  rights  of  the 
European,  population  of  this  country,  and  yet 
advocate  in  the  same  breath  that,  if  you  want 
to  buy  lands,  you  should  buy  up  the  Native 
lands  first  ?     Is  that  generous  1 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  CABROLL. — That  is  the  only  conclusion 
I  could  draw  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
lemarks. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  CABROLL.— Well,  I  am  glad  to  find  out 
that  I  am  mistaken ;  but  there  is  that  tendency 
<Ki  the  part  of  honourable  members  to  say, 
"  Save  ttie  European  lauds,  but  buy  up  the 
Haoii  lands  for  settlement."  Settlement  is  a 
very  good  thing,  but  they  do  not  urge  that  it 
be  applied  to  European  lands.  Now,  that  is 
imfair,  and  not  only  imfair,  but  ungenerous. 
The  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Plktea  I  only  noted  with  regard  to  their  bearing 
on  the  land  policy  of  the  colony.  He  was  in 
faTonr  of  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham,  that  at  a  certain 
stage  of  this  Bill  the  question  should  be  de- 
eidsd  as  to  the  tenure  that  should  exist  under 
thia  Bill — that  is  to  say,  whether  this  House  is 
to  decide  in  favour  of  the  eternal  lease  or  of 
pttpetnal  lease  with  revaluation.  He  openly 
oecland,  in  the  same  sentence,  that  he  was  in 


favour  of  the  right  of  purchase,  but,  as  he  could 
not  get  that,  he  would  favour  perpetual  lease 
with  revaluation,  because  it  was  going  in  that 
direction.  I  only  refer  to  this  to  show  there 
are  two  opinions  held  by  two  different  sections 
in  this  House — the  one  section  strongly  in 
favour  of  perpetual  lease  with  revaluation,  be- 
cause they  say  it  is  tfae  fairer  tenure  and  more 
to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  this  colony 
by  preserving  a  better  revenue,  and  a  bett^ 
supervision  of  the  land  of  the  people  in  their 
hands;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  those  of 
the  persuasion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  go  in  for  perpetual  lease  with  revaluation, 
simply  because  it  carries  them  nearer  pur- 
chase. These  expressions  are  very  significant, 
and  should  be  noted  by  gentlemen  in  dealing 
with  this  question  of  the  land  policy  of  the 
colony.  Of  those  who  criticized  this  measure 
there  were  some,  who  would  not  openly  deolajre 
against  this  Bill,  but  who  were  inclined  to  he 
against  it  purely  because  they  are  hostile  to  the 
Government.  There  were  others,  again,  who 
spoke  against  the  passing  of  this  Bill  on  the 
pretext  that  it  smelt  too  much  of  borrowing. 
The  only  member  who  openly  spoke  against  it 
was  the  leader  of  the  Opposition :  he  said  he 
would  have  none  of  the  Bill.  The  issue  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  is  this,  and  no  one  applied  it 
Bo  directly  as  the  honourable  gentleman  :  Are 
we  to  have  roads  and  bridges  throughout  this 
colony  ?  are  we  to  improve  Crown  lands  in  thia 
colony,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  settle- 
ment, by  roads  and  bridges,  or  are  we  not? 
Many  declare  they  are  in  f  avoiir  of  roading  and 
bridging  and  improving  the  Grown  liuids  of  the 
colony  in  order  that  these  lands  may  be  fitted 
for  settlement,  but  they  are  against  borrowing 
for  that  purpose.  In  fact,  all  were  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill  one  way  or  another  ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  was  the 
only  one  who  openly  declared  that  he  did 
not  see  any  utility  whatever  for  carrying  on 
roads  and  bridges.  Now,  I  differ  from  my 
honourable  friend  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 
I  only  regret  that,  expressing  as  he  does,  with 
the  merit  of  candour  and  with  the  courage  of 
his  opinions,  his  views  upon  this  question, 
he  is  so  far  out  of  touch  with  the  feelings 
and  desires  of  the  people  of  this  colony. 
If  there  is  one  cry  throughout  the  North 
Island — throughout  his  own  district  and  my 
district — if  there  is  one  cry  on  the  part  of  the 
people  more  than  another,  it  is  their  cry  for 
roads  and  bridges.  I  can  refer  honourable 
members  to  many  rising  settlements  in  the 
back-country  of  my  district,  situated  in  wild, 
~,  and  almost  inaccessible  parts,  where 


settlers  have  gone  up  with  their  families,  have 
taken  up  sections,  are  carving  out  homes  for 
themselves,  where  it  is  a  struggle  from  morning 
till  night,  and  they  vainly  cry  out  for  assist- 
ance. They  want  roads  and  bridges  to  allow 
them  to  have  communication  with  the  centres ; 
they  want  roads  and  bridges  to  enable  them 
to  carry  their  produce  to  muket;  and  they 
want  roads  and  Dridges  to  enable  them  to  take 
up  there  what  they  need  to  obtain  from  the 
centres  of  population.   They  want  roads  and 
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bridges,  I  say ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  that,  my 
honourable  niend  says,  "  We  do  not  want  loade 
and  bridges."  I  am  speaking  now  not  only  of 
Wairoa,  bat  of  the  Gisbome  district.  Now, 
he  also  aaii  that  he  was  ag&inst  Native-land 
purchase.  It  was  an  open  declaration  on  his 
part.  Sir,  has  this  country  been  against  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands?  This  is  quite  a  new 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  Qovemments  that  have  been  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  this  country  for  years 
past  have  had  for  their  Native  policy  that  they 
should  buy  wherever  they  thought  fit  for  the 
pnbUo  interest.  We  have  affirmed  the  prin- 
ciple under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  that 
the  Crown  can  purchase  private  estates  for  the 
purposes  of  settlement.  Then,  if  you  give  that 
power  to  the  Crown  to  buy  private  estates,  why 
draw  a  line  of  demarcation  between  lands  held 
by  Europeans  and  lands  held  by  Natives  in 
80  far  as  the  public  welfare  is  concerned?  I 
say  the  rights  of  the  Crown  should  be  para- 
mount wherever  the  interests  of  the  public  are 
in  question  —  It  matters  not  whether  it  is 
buying  European  or  Native  lands.  That  is  the 
principle  we  should  advocate,  and  it  is  a  fairer 
thing  for  both  sides,  and  it  is  arriving  at  that 
union  of  the  two  races,  placing  them  on  the 
one  footing,  which  I  have  always  favoured.  It 
is  an  important  step  towards  that.  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  Qovemment  resuming  the  right  of 
pre-emption.  They  hold  it  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  BUI.  If  we  give  the  Grown  the 
light  by  special  legislation  to  buy  private 
estates  held  by  Europeans,  why  make  any  dif- 
ference as  to  the  lands  held  by  Natives  7  It  is 
not  reasonable  '  it  is  not  fair.  Not  only  that. 
Take  our  old  chiefs  in  the  past :  what  did  they 
do?  They  entered  into  a  solemn  treaty,  and 
they  ceded  the  sovereignty  of  New  Zealand  to 
Oreat  Britain,  and  in  return  were  guaranteed 
that  they  should  not  sell  to  any  one  but  the 
Crown,  if  they  so  chose,  but,  still,  the  Crown 
was  the  only  one  that  could  buy. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No.  The  Crown  had  the 
first  right  to  buy. 

Mr.  OAKROLL.  — Well,  that  is  the  pre- 
emptive right.  I  am  in  favour  of  anything 
that  is  fair,  just,  and  honest.  I  do  not  think 
Skuy  one  coming  here  should  come  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  delegate,  nor  should  he  come  nere 
only  to  represent  his  own  constituency ;  he 
should  come  here  to  represent  the  interests  of 
the  colony  at  large;  and,  if  we  are  intrusted 
with  the  colonisation  of  the  country,  we  must 
not  be  guided  by  individual  views  or  individual 
inclinations,  but  must  proceed  on  broad  lines, 
and  consider  the  advantage  and  progress  of  the 
country,  and  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  con- 
cerned. Sir,  there  is  another  point  I  will  touch 
upon.  The  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Oity  (Mr.  Button),  although  he  did  not  mean 
it  in  an  offensive  spirit,  endeavoured  to  show 
the  thorough  incapacity  of  those  who  toil  to 
become  settlers ;  and  this  was  affirmed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  Now, 
in  my  experience  in  this  colony — and  I  have 
visited  a  good  many  parts  of  it — I  have  wit- 
nessed settlements  growing  up  and  maturing 
Mr.  Carroll 


into  large  centres ;  I  have  come  in  contact  with 
the  class  of  people  to  whom  these  statements 
have  been  applied,  and  I  have  found  them  to 
be  of  the  thrifty  class  of  labourers,  who  have 
saved  a  little  money,  and  who  have  gone  to  &U9« 
the  wild  country  they  come  in  contact  with 
in  the  interior,  and  founded  settlements :  they 
are  labourers.  The  inference  from  the  re- 
marks of  those  honourable  members  is  this: 
that  the  labouring-classes  cannot  make  good 
settlers ;  it  is  only  those  who  aro  in  the  poe- 
session  of  capital  who  can  make  good  settlers, 
say  my  honourable  friends.  Well,  you  mil 
find  even  in  that  class  that  there  are  somii 
not  fitted  to  become  good  settlers ;  yon  will 
find  thriftless  people  in  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity :  but,  Sir,  I  take  my  own  district,  and 
I  find  in  our  settlements  thero  some  of  cm 
most  sturdy  settlers  and  well-to-do  men  start- 
ing at  the  lowest  rung  of  the  ladder.  You  do 
not  require  special  training  to  become  a  settler. 
You  require  a  good  stout  heart;  you  require 
zeal ;  you  require  earnestness  and  a  wish  for 
the  improvement  of  the  country;  and  if  he 
has  hands  and  a  sound  heart  you  have  only  to 
give  such  a  person  the  opportunity,  and  he  will 
become  a  good  settler — we  have  many  instazices 
of  the  kind  in  this  country — and  he  will  make 
a  living  suitable  to  his  wants.  And  that  is  oat 
policy  :  we  want  to  give  every  one  a  chance  of 
getting  on  the  land  ;  we  do  not  want  to  pursne 
a  selfish  policy;  we  do  not  want  to  pursue 
the  policy  of  the  past;  we  want  to  pursue  a 
generous  policy,  and  to  give  every  man  a  chanoft 
of  getting  on  the  land  and  of  showing  to  us 
what  he  ia  capable  of  doing.  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
object  to  the  pre-emptive  right  over  Native 
lands  being  placed  in  the  Crown.  They  mean 
this  :  that  the  Native  lands  should  be  throws 
open  to  private  dealing.  Now,  that  is  a  thing 
we  have  to  face  the  country  with.  If  we  are 
going  to  colonise  this  country  we  must  obserre 
very  carefully  indeed  snoh  principles  as  will 
bring  about  the  desired  good  to  the  many. 
What  will  be  the  result  if  free  trade  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Native  lands  be  allowed  to 
creep  in  to-morrow  ?  You  will  find  competi- 
tion. You  win  find  several  moneyed  rings. 
You  will  find  several  persons  having  the  com- 
mand of  capital  or  unlimited  credit  competing 
against  each  other  for  one  block  of  land.  In- 
variably in  the  case  of  large  blocks  of  land  you 
will  find  there  are  from  a  hundred  to  three 
hundred  Native  owners.  You  will  find  that 
one  person  will  have  obtained  fifty  signatures, 
another  person  sixty,  and  so  on.  And  what 
does  that  mean  ?  That  means  confusion,  diffi- 
culty, fights  among  the  Natives  themselves,  and 
it  leads  to  the  great  blot  upon  Native-land  par- 
chase  we  have  witnessed  from  time  to  time  in 
the  past — defective  titles  on  the  part  of  Euro- 
peans. They  have  to  come  and  clamour  to 
Parliament  to  pass  legislation  to  validate  de- 
fective titles.  We  should  have  the  same  thing 
over  and  over  again.  It  is  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory state  of  things.  Where  a  Native  holds 
land  like  a  European  let  him  deal  with  it  «a 
1  a  European  would,  but  where  they  hold  in 
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laim  BmnlMn  individnal  dealing  should  be 
k  Uiing  ol  the  past.  It  has  led  to  more  con- 
faalao,  mora  litigation,  more  fighting,  more 
diaeomfort,  more  rain  to  all  parties  conoemed, 
Boiopaans  and  Natires  alike,  than  any  other 
tUag;  and  we  should  not  perpetuate  that 
state  of  things.  Now,  Sir,  I  notice  by  this 
BQI  brought  in  by  my  honourable  ooUeague 
that  it  should  be  read  with  the  Native  Land 
Ponhaae  and  Asqnisition  Aot  of  1893.  There 
ia  o(M  point  I  will  say  on  the  part  of  the 
NatiTW  on  which  they  have  a  just  ground  for 
nomplaint,  and  that  is,  according  to  Uie  system 
ct  past  Hative-land  purchases  the  Natives  have 
mtftx  been  able  to  get  a  fair  and  just  value  for 
kbeir  lands.  How,  I  ^nite  agree  with  honour- 
aUe  members  in  their  expression  of  opinion 
that,  if  the  Natives  sell  to  the  Government  or 
if  the  Ooremment  purchase  their  lands,  they 
an  antitled  to  a  fair  value,  just  the  same  as 
logo  Europeans.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
prinople  contained  in  the  Native  Land 
Aaquisltian  Act  of  1893  embodied  in  this  Bill, 
■o  that  any  purohaae  of  Native  land  engaged 
'  in  by  the  Qovemment  should  be  based  on  this 
gnxuid  of  valuation ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Na- 
tiva  uwuani  will  be  assured  of  the  proper  value 
for  thair  land,  deducting,  of  coarse,  expenses 
and  so  forth.  I  should  also,  on  behalf  of  the 
Mativaa,  lilw  to  see  some  proposal  adopted 
wheiahy  the  Qovemment  of  the  day  can  cut 
vp  the  lands  to  settle  the  Natives  on.  I  think 
«•  ai*  fotgatting  our  Native  neighbours  alto- 
gather  in  oar  ecku  to  push  on  European  settle- 
■Msit  throughout  New  Zealand,  and  in  buying 
OB  NativB  lands  for  that  purpose  we  are  forget- 
tas  an  obligation  on  ourselves — a  sacred  duty 
€t  ooing  what  is  right  and  just  to  the  Native 
iahahttants  of  ths  colony;  and  I  say  we  can 
da  thiem  justioe  if  we  take  the  same  trouble 
with  them  as  we  do  with  Europeans,  and  settle 
them  on  their  own  lands  and  make  settlers 
of  them,  make  them  producers,  and  oontri- 
hatcKS  to  the  revenue,  and,  under  these  circum- 
atanoes,  let  them  share  the  same  responsibilities 
as  are  imposed  on  the  Europeans  themselves. 
Ihe  laads  left  to  the  Natives  now,  in  this 
•eloij,  are  not  of  the  richest  quality.  They 
have  immenae  areas,  seven  or  eight  million 
Msaa,  bat  two-thirds  of  it  is  not  of  first-class 
■nali^ ;  and  the  limitation  of  areas  to  be  held 
by  inrnviduals,  which  is  the  principle  running 
thmogh  our  land  poUcy  with  regara  to  Crown 
landa,  ahoald  have  a  greater  elasticity  than  it 
ha*  at  present.  I  take  exception  here  to  the 
I  of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
His  idea  is  that  where  the  Grown  ao- 
I  huida  it  ahoald  aoqaira  them  near  large 
he  instanced  the  State  farms  at  Levin, 
aad  otfaar  places,  and  said,  if  we  want  to  push 
«a  aettlwiwait,  we  moat  reatrict  our  purchases 
to  the  aoqoiaition  of  lands  natuc  large  centres, 
and  OBt  them  up  into  small  sections,  and  then 
w«  ahoald  have  a  perfect  state  of  land-settle- 
iBSMt.  Ha  did  not  believe  in  the  limit  of  640 
aesas  of  flnt-elass  land  to  a  settler,  on  the 
gao^id  that  it  was  too  much.  I  hold  a  difler- 
eat  ofteiflo.  I  say  640  aeras  ia  little  enough. 
Vary  few  people  who  lire  fax  latge  centres  know 


what  a  back  settler  has  to  put  up  with,  and  the 
balance  of  the  land  left  for  the  Grown  to  ac- 
quire is  not  til  plains  or  uadulating  hills,  and 
not  that  class  of  land  you  can  go  upon  and, 
with  little  improvements,  make  a  home  for  your- 
self ;  but  it  requites  a  lot  of  work  and  indnstry, 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  I  say  it  would 
be  compatible  with  our  desire  to  do  good  and 
advance  settlement  to  have  our  limitations  aa 
regards  area  more  elastic.  I  should  prefer 
rather  a  value  limitation.  But  I  say  we  must 
take  one  step  at  a  time,  and  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied, and  all  are  quite  satisfied  on  uiis  side  of 
the  House,  that  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
Bill  in  charge  of  my  colleague  is  the  first  and 
most  important  step.  Let  us  secure  this  van- 
tage-ground in  the  interests  of  settlement,  and^ 
then,  as  other  developments  ooour, — and  in  the 
near  future  some  things  will  disclose  them- 
selves,— ^we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
further  step  in  the  direction  of  settlement.  I 
do  not  wish  to  say  more.  I  think  the  policy  of 
my  colleague  will  bear  good  fruit,  and  will  com- 
mend itself  to  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
colony ; 

Hr.  HEKE. — Listening  to  the  speech  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down,  I  may  say  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  the  honourable  member  speak  in  favour, 

<  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  rights  of  the  Natives. 

i  But  I  wish  to  say  this :  that  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  most  inconsistent  with 
the  opinions  that  he  advanced  a  few  years  book 

I  on  the  matter  of  the  rights  of  the  Natives  and 

'  of  the  Crown  as  regards  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.    I  have  here  a  little  record  of  a  speech 

.  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  in  the  year 
1887,  while  contesting  the  Eastern  Maori  elec- 
tion with  Mr.  Wi  Pere.  Sir,  a  few  days  ago 
I  observed,  among  the   parliameatary  items 

I  in  one  of  our  newspapers,  a  short  paragraph 
stating  that  the  Native  members  were  strenu- 
oasly  opposing  and  stonewalling,  before  the  Na- 
tive Anairs  Oonmiittoe,  the  Native  Bill  wherein 
the  Government  propose  to  resume  to  them- 
selves the  pre-emptive  right  over  Maori  londa. 
With  your  permission,  Sir,  I  desire  to  say 
something  on  this  question — a  question,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  too  lightly  treated,  and  a  question 
that  is  not  approached  with  the  consideration 
and  seriousness  it  is  entitled  to— for  there  ia 
no  subject  before  our  legislators  of  greater  im- 
portance, infinencing  as  it  .does  the  two  races, 
and  with  them  the  whole  colony.  But,  first, 
allow  me  to  prefaoe  my  remarks  with  a  little — 
I  hope,  pardonable— egotism.  Firstly,  I  have 
never  had,  nor  do  I  expect  to  have  in  the  future, 
any  connection  with  Native-land  transactions ; 
secondly,  1  am  far  from  an  opponent  of  the 
present  Government,  and  but  for  abusing  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot  I  could  say  more ;  and, 
thirdly,  I  do  not  believe  the  expressions  of 
opinion  I  am  about  to  give  you  because  I 
write  them,  but  I  write  them  because  I  be- 
lieve them.  Now,  to  proceed.  The  Native 
members  are  strenuously  opposing  the  re- 
sumption of  the  pre-emptive  right  by  the 
Qovemment,  and  I  say  to  them,  "Kia  kaha," 
for  thare  ia  no  more  commendable  straggle 
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recorded  in  history  for  right  »nd  jnstioo  than 
theirs  in  blooking  this  cruel  and  cowardly 
proposition  of  a  Ministry :  cruel,  because  it  is 
unjust;  cowardly,  because  it  is  the  strong 
treading  on  the  weak.  "  It  is  excellent  to  have 
a  giant's  strength,  bat  it  is  tyrannous  to  use  it 
like  a  giant."  Let  us  review  Timi  Kara's  opin- 
ions on  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  over 
Native  leinds.  During  the  contest  for  the  East- 
em  Maori  seat  in  1887  a  very  large  gathering 
of  Natives  was  held  at  Fakirikiri,  near  Ois- 
borne,  the  chief  topics  for  discussion  being 
politics  and  religion.  Both  Mr.  Carroll  and 
Wi  Pere  dealt  with  the  former  subject,  the 
text  being  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Act.  Mr.  Carroll  criticized  the  measure  most 
cleverly  and  most  adversely,  saying,  inter 
alia, — 

"  It  was  a  law  actually  in  existence  affecting 
a  large  number  of  people  and  their  lands.  He 
was  altogether  opposed  to  the  law.  Some 
present  may  see  great  advantages  in  the  Act. 
For  his  own  part  he  saw  none.  .  .  .  The 
principle  of  the  Act  is  in  itself  bad.  The  con- 
trol of  the  Maori  land  under  the  Administration 
Act  passes  into  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
The  desire  of  the  Maori  was  that  the  mana  of 
the  land  should  rest  with  the  Maori  people. 
.  .  .  Instead  of  the  Natives  being  pro- 
tected by  the  law  they  were  placed  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Government  of  the  day.  Once 
the  people  themselves  lost  control  of  their 
lands  in  the  way  he  indicated,  they  had  to  bid 
Good-bve  for  ever  to  it." 

Again,  at  Waipawa,  on  the  4th  August,  1887, 
addressing  a  public  meeting,  he  said, — 

"  The  time  has  come  when  our  aboriginal 
brothers  should  not  be  treated  as  children,  and 
put  out  to  nurse  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  should  be  encouraged  to  act  and 
think  for  themselves.  It  was  but  just  that 
they  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  Europeans,  and  allowed  to  deal  with  their 
land  as  they  thought  was  best  for  themselves, 
Vfith  ample  protection  afforded  by  legislation, 
and  suitable  reserves  set  apart  for  the  different 
tribes.  He  could  see  no  harm  that  would  be- 
fall the  Natives  in  dealing  with  the  remain- 
der. .  .  .  The  whole  tenor  of  the  legislation 
was  to  close  up  every  avenue  by  which  the 
Natives  might  be  able  to  lease  or  sell  their 
lands  to  persons  outside  the  Government,  and 
to  place  all  power  and  authority  over  those 
lands  in  the  hands  of  the  State.  The  speaker 
urged  upon  his  hearers  to  fight  for  justice,  and 
show  the  powers  that  be  that  they  (the  Maoris) 
had  reached  a  time  when  they  could  look  after 
their  own  interests,  and  would  not  be  placed  in 
the  position  of  infants  or  impotents ;  and,  to  do 
this,  the  most  important  step  was  to  hold  on 
to  their  lands,  and,  by  strong  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear,  have  the  Native  Minister's 
nonsensical  experiment  obliterated  and  vriped 
out  from  among  the  laws  of  the  land. 
Again,  he  explained  that,  while  the  country  was 
groaning  under  the  burden  of  debt,  the  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  endeavouring  to  alleviate  the 
trouble,  retarded  progress  and  kept  out  foreign 
Mr.  Heke 


capital  by  their  selfish  and  blind  tying-npof  the 

land  through  their  Native  policy." 

Once  more,  in  the  report  of  the  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the 
Native  land-laws,  Mr.  Carroll  adds  a  special 
note,  most  truthful,  logical,  and  interesting. 
He  says, — 

"  Upon  the  question  of  the  Crown  resomiog 
the  right  of  pre-emption  over  lands  ovmed  by 
the  Maoris,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  such  a 
step  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic,  while  the 
legality  itself  of  such  a  proceeding  is,  I  be- 
lieve, open  to  grave  doubt.  The  Crown  baaea 
its  title  to  land  in  New  Zealand  not  on  the 
right  of  discovery  or  conquest,  but  on  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi.  By  that  Treaty  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  pre-emption  over  such  lauds 
as  the  Native  proprietors  might  be  disposed 
to  alienate  was  yielded  to  Her  Majesty,  froni 
the  period  of  signing  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi 
until  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty  was  ob- 
tained to  ■  The  Native  Land  Act,  1862 ' :  over 
twenty  years  that  right  remained  in  full  force. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  ample  opportunity 
was  afforded  for  testing  the  efficacy,  wisdom, 
and  justice  of  the  prerogative  so  assured.  In 
some  vague  way  the  Europeans  have  always 
regarded  themselves  as  having  an  undefined 
reversionary  interest  in  Maori  lands ;  the  Na- 
tives, on  the  other  hand,  have  always  failed  to 
cordially  acquiesce  in  the  administration  of 
their  territorial  estates  by  the  various  Govern- 
ments that  have  from  time  to  time  controlled 
the  destinies  of  New  Zealand.  And  so,  for  the 
long  stretch  of  time  the  Government  retained 
the  right  of  pre-emption  over  the  Native  lands, 
the  x>eriod  was  fraught  with  many  acts  of  in- 
justice to  the  Natives.  They  called  to  mind 
the  words  used  to  them  by  Captain  Hobson 
when  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  signed — ^thot 
the  two  races  had  become  united  under  one 
Sovereign ;  but,  in  strange  contradiction  to 
this  harmonious  union,  they  saw  millions  of 
acres  of  their  land  passing  from  them,  in 
some  instances  at  ^.  an  acre,  secured  nomi- 
nally by  the  Government,  but  in  reality  for 
the  more  favovured  subjects  of  Her  Gracious 
Majesty.  So  unjust,  indeed,  were  many  of  the 
Government  purchases  that  they  were  con- 
demned in  Parliament  by  men  holding  exalted 
positions,  and  who  were  in  every  way  capable 
of  forming  an  unbiassed  judgment." 

I  may  here  state  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  private  transactions  between  in- 
dividuals and  the  Natives.  He  did  not  refer, 
as  in  his  report  on  the  Commission,  to  the  {aet 
that  the  Government  also  had  a  hand  in 
some  of  the  transactions  that  he  names  as  a 
great  injustice.    Then  he  goes  on, — 

"  Parliament  at  length  was  no  longer  able  to 
conceal  from  itself  that  great  wrongs  upon  the 
Native  race  were  being  perpetrated.  It  saw, 
as  it  expressed  itself  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Native  Land  Act  passed  at  the  time,  that  it 
would  greatly  promote  the  peaceful  settlemaat 
of  the  colony  and  the  advancement  of  the 
civilisation  of  the  Natives  if  their  rights  to 
land  were  ascertained,  and  defined,  and  de- 
clared, and  if  the  ownership  of  each  lands 
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when  so  defined  and  declared  was  assimilated 
•■  nearly  as  possible  to  the  owneiship  accord- 
isg  to  British  lav.  With  a  view  of  giving 
«flect  to  the  foregoing  objects,  Her  Majesty 
mired  in  iaimat  of  the  Natives  so  much  of  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi  as  reserved  to  her  the  right 
cf  pre-emption  over  their  lands.  I  entirely  fail 
to  understand  how,  as  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Act  of  1862,  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand,  having  renonnced  the  right  of 
fre-emption  over  Kative  lands,  oan  again  ao- 
qaiie  that  prerogative  withont  the  assent  of  the 
Natives.  Upon  equitable  gronnds  alone  the 
Parliament  should  not  attempt  to  regain  the 
prerogative  it  abandoned  about  thirty  years 
ago.  Sach  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Legidatnre  would,  in  my  opinion,  intensify  the 
mistaist  the  Native  population  too  long  have 
had  in  Colonial  Governments.  They  would 
immediately  discern  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  tlie  Government  to  enrich  the  European 
cokmitte  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  territorial  in- 
teteiti  of  the  Maori  subjects  of  the  Queen.  To 
the  Native  mind,  unversed  in  the  subtleties  of 
the  lav,  tuoh  a  proceeding  would  be  regarded 
by  the  present  generation  of  Maoris  as  simply 
confiscation.  They  would  feel  themselves 
thiora  back  in  the  onward  march  of  progress, 
hampered  and  shut  out  from  the  many  ad- 
vutagee  of  civilisation  that  they  now  look  so 
hopefaUy  forward  to,  and  regard  as  being  with- 
in theii  reach.  I  think  the  resumption  by  the 
Clown  of  the  pre-emptive  right,  restricting  the 
Natives  to  but  one  market  in  which  they  could 
diqwse  of  their  lands,  would  retard  instead 
of  promoting  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
Uany  of  the  more  intelligent  and  prudent  of 
the  race  are  turning  their  attention  to  sheep- 
fuming  and  stock-raising  generally.  They  are 
fOEiessed  of  the  wholesome  idea  of  becoming 
piodncere,  and  laudably  desire  to  emulate  their 
more  experienced  European  neighbours  in  the 
art  of  ggricalture  and  profitable  stock-rearing. 
To  attain  this  end,  they  fully  recognise  that  it 
wogid  be  wise  for  them  to  dispose  of  such 
tleaa  of  their  surplus  lands  as  they  are  not 
likely  to  require  for  themselves,  and  from  the 
disposal  of  such  lands  to  obtain  the  necessary 
fimds  for  clearing,  fencing,  and  stocking  the 
land  retained  for  their  own  profitable  occupa- 
tion. With  the  Native  mind  running  in  this 
groove,  dominated  with  the  desire  of  becoming 
tbstanghly  useful  settlers  and  adding  to  the 
piodo(^e  powers  of  the  colony,  it  may  he 
nu(»ably  expected  that,  with  legislation  of  a 
jodicioDS  character  afforded  them  such  as  will 
&irly  meet  their  aspirations,  little  apprehen- 
•ion  need  exist  as  to  their  willingness  to  place 
file  lands  not  needed  for  their  own  use  in  the 

Sblie  market.  Evidence  adduced  before  the 
mmission  proved  conclusively  that  where  the 
Covemment  interposed  with  its  pre-emptive 
right,  as  was  the  case  in  the  King-country,  the 
Kativea  could  not  obtain  a  fair  price  for  their 
land.  The  Government  offered  Ss.  an  acre: 
at  the  same  time  private  purchasers  were  in 
cnutant  communication  with  the  owners,  sjid 
billing  to  pay  them  £1  an  acre.  Need  one 
wondet  th»t  a  deadlock  in  Native-land  trans- 


actions in  that  peoi;  of  the  country  occurred  ? 
The  inevitable  result  arising  from  such  a  con- 
dition of  things  is  that,  if  the  Natives  caimot 
sell  to  the  purchaser  prepared  to  give  them  a 
larger  sum  thein  the  Government,  they  will 
not  sell  at  all ;  and  it  will  be  observed  that  not 
even  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  itself,  or  any  law 
passed  by  Parliament,  assumed  the  power  of 
compelling  the  Natives  to  alienate  their  land. 
So  that  it  comes  to  pass  that  large  areas  of 
excellent  country,  well  adapted  for  settlement, 
remain  looked  up,  because,  forsooth,  the  Na- 
tives refuse  to  accept  the  Ss.  an  acre  offered  by 
the  Government,  when  private  parties  are  pre- 
pared to  give  them  more  than  six  times  that 
amount.  While  still  on  the  question  of  the 
pre-emptive  right,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  quote  the  words  of  Mr.  Alfred  Domett :  '  In 
governing  masses  of  men  we  must  look  upon 
a  wrong  really  felt  as  a  real  wrong.  It  mat- 
tered not  that  on  abstract  principles  of  justice 
or  theories  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  a 
wrong :  if  it  was  really  felt  by  them,  then  it 
must  be  treated  as  a  real  wrong.  And  this 
was  the  case  with  the  Maoris,  and  their  feeling 
about  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption.'  It 
is  nearly  thirty  years  since  these  words  were 
uttered  in  the  New  Zealand  Parlitunent,  and 
they  are  as  pregnant  with  truth  now  as  they 
were  then.  Not  only  in  regard  to  the  exercise 
of  the  pre-emptive  right  should  the  Govern- 
ment interference  with  the  Natives  be  avoided, 
but  in  many  other  respects.  A  race  that  has 
been  in  contact  with  the  most  civilised  nation 
on  earth  during  the  past  half-century,  a  race 
admittedly  intelligent,  and  possessed  of  great 
territorial  estates,  may  in  reason  be  expected 
to  have  sufficient  disoenmieut  to  distinguish 
between  governmental  treatment  properly  and 
improperly  bestowed." 

With  such  an  eloquent  dissertation  from  such 
an  authority  before  us,  it  would  seem  that  the 
subject  was  exhausted ;  but  it  is  not — there 
are  other  phases  that  require  consideration.  I 
have  said  that  the  proposed  resumption  by  the 
Grown  of  the  pre-emptive  right  was  unjust ;  I 
now  add  that  it  is  impolitic,  and  entirely  opposed 
to  the  recognised  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, wherein  they  claim,  as  the  corner-stone  to 
the  colony's  advancement,  the  opening -up  of 
land  for  settlement.  Let  the  pre-emptive  right 
once  again  return  to  the  Crown  and  so  surely 
does  land  for  settlement,  in  so  far  as  Native 
land  is  concerned,  receive  its  quietus.  For  the 
Natives  will  not  sell  their  lands  at  the  price 
offered  to  them  by  the  Government.  And,  Sir, 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  judging  by  the  past, 
and — ^yes,  judging  by  the  present?  It  is  not 
too  extravagant  to  say  it  is  spoliation ;  it  is, 
in  fact,  what  might  be  expected  from  one  hold- 
ing letters  of  marque  —  a  license  to  plunder. 
The  speech  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
just  now  made  is,  in  my  opinion,  ver^  incon- 
sistent. As  to  the  quarter  of  a  milUon  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  under  this  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  Native  lands,  I  think  there  is 
no  need  for  any  more  borrowed  money  being 
used  for  this  purpose.  Fast  Governments  and 
the  present  Government  have  been  purchasing 
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Native  land  for  a  good  many  yaan.  I  fail  to 
understand  whether  the  Qovemment  are  de- 
termined to  open  op  these  lands.  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  QoTemment  to  settle  those 
lands  as  soon  as  the  parohase  is  oompleted,  I 
think  it  would  be  far  better,  and  more  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  to  adopt  a  diflerent 
system  from  the  present  one.  The  way  in  whioh 
the  purchase  of  Native  land  is  being  careied  on 
at  the  wesent  time  I  think  is  perfectly  ridien- 
loas.  The  colony  will  never  receive  even  inter- 
est on  the  money  whioh  is  thus  spent.  When 
do  the  Oovemment  intend  to  get  this  money 
back  again  ?  As  far  as  I  ondeistand  it,  I  do 
not  think  they  will  get  it  back  again  at  all :  if 
they  do,  it  is  in  the  far-distant  fntnie ;  and  here 
we  have  the  people  of  the  colony  groaning  under 
the  heavy  burden  of  taxation,  through  no  fault 
of  theirs,  but  through  the  inoonsideratoness 
of  their  Governments.  It  is  merely  throwing 
money  away.  The  taxpayers  of  the  colony  have 
to  pay  interest  on  the  money  so  expended,  and 
I  think  every  honourable  member  should  gravely 
consider  this  matter,  and  reject  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  borrowed  for  this  purpose.  If  it 
were  a  matter  of  £S0,000,  as  set  out  m  the  Acts 
now  in  force,  there  would  not  be  a  great  deal  of 
objection  to  a  sum  of  that  kind ;  bat  I  do  not 
thmk  it  is  necessary  that  any  Government 
should  go  in  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land. 
I  think  they  should  lease  Native  land.  I  think 
it  is  vory  unfair  that  honourable  members 
should  object  to  the  disposal  of  Grown  land, 
and  then  argue  on  the  other  side  in  favour  of 
borrowing  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land. 
The  Natives  have  every  right  to  keep  their 
land  as  far  as  possible;  atui,  if  they  are  not 
able  to  hold  on  to  their  land,  it  is  the  duty  of 
their  representatives  in  this  House  to  try  and 
bring  forward  a  meaoure  to  prevent  them  from 
disposing  of  their  land  right  oat,  and  te  urge 
Parliament  to  pass  measures  which  will  be  of 
lasting  benefit  to  the  Natives.  That  would 
not  retard  settlement.  I  think  something  on 
the  lines  set  out  in  "The  Native  Land  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1886,"  is  necessary  in  the 
way  of  Native-land  legislation.  I  do  not  alto- 
geUier  agree  with  everything  set  out  in  that 
Act ;  but  I  think  some  measure  on  those  lines 
would  be  more  beneficial  and  satisfactory  to 
the  Natives,  and  it  would  also  have  the  good 
result  desired  by  every  member  of  this  House — 
namely,  of  settling  the  people  on  the  land.  The 
whole  thing  is  set  out  in  a  Bill  which  was  pro- 
pounded by  the  Natives  themselves  at  a  meet- 
ug  held  at  Gisbome  a  few  months  ago — I 
believe  in  April  last.  That  Bill  was  intn^uced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District.  I  may  inform  the  House  that 
no  Europeans  had  a  hand  in  the  propound- 
ing of  that  scheme  ;  it  was  all  Maori  work. 
Such  a  Bill  will  not  in  any  way  retard  settle- 
ment. The  Bill  recognises  this  Parliament  and 
the  Government  to  a  certain  extent :  at  the  same 
time  it  sets  out  that  the  Natives  themselves 
should  have  a  greater  voice  in  the  administra- 
tion of  their  lands,  whioh  is  only  fair.  What 
I  wish  to  contend  is  this :  that  if  the  aim  of  any 
measure  brought  before  this  House  propoundefl 
;ifr..S«&« 


Inr  the  Natives  themaelves  ia  to  aettle  tiw 
Native  land,  and  if  that  measora  would  be  foe 
the  benefit  of  the  colony  as  a  whole,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Natives,  I  do  not  think  amy 
Oovemment  which  may  be  in  power  should 
ignore  such  a  Bill.  If  this  House  tries  to 
satisfy  the  Native  mind,  and  takes  the  Na- 
tives into  its  confidence,  it  can  easily  gat  tfaa 
Natives  to  woric  satiafaetorily  with  the  Oovem- 
ment. Instead  of,  as  at  present,  disturbances 
occurring,  and  obetmotion  being  oSared  to  sur- 
veyors, yon  would  find  the  Natives  working  in 
harmony  with  the  Europeans  and  the  Oovem- 
ment. There  are  some  things  here  I  wish  to 
put  before  the  House  in  reference  to  the  dif- 
ferent transactions  between  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand  and  the  Natives  in  their  land- 
purchases.  We  have  heard,  in  several  oasea, 
honourable  members  state  that  by  allowing 
private  individuals  to  deal  with  the  Natives  we 
should  be  doing  that  whioh  in  many  oasas 
would  be  a  dangerous  thing  for  the  Natives, 
and  also  for  the  colony.  What  I  wish  to  say 
is  this:  There  have  been  several  transaoticrns 
between  the  Native  and  the  Crown :  I  will  quote 
a  case  in  point,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
disgraceful  purchases  that  were  ever  made  by 
the  Oovemment  from  the  Natives.  I  find,  fay 
looking  up  the  old  records,  that  the  Nativea 
were  compelled  to  sell  to  the  Grown  for  the  smn 
of  £25,000,  and,  by  making  inquiries,  I  find 
out  that  private  individuals  were  willing  ta 
give  the  sum  of  £150,000  for  the  same  block  of 
land.  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  fair  for  any 
Government,  or  any  Parliament,  to  pass  any 
law  that  tends  to  deprive  the  Natives  of  thefr 
righte.  I  think  the  Natives  should  have  evaiT 
right  in  respect  of  the  property  they  hold.  I 
aUo  agree  with  some  of  the  statements  mads 
by  honourable  members,  that  where  it  is  found 
now  that  private  individuals  will  fairly  buy  the 
land  open  for  purposes  of  selection  a  certain 
area  should  be  named  as  the  limit  that  may 
be  acquired  by  private  individuals.  We  hav» 
this  in  force  in  the  Native  Ijand  Court  Aei 
of  1886.  I  think  the  area  is  set  out  there 
at  six  hundred  acres.  We  could  apply  this 
to  any  Bill  that  is  brought  forward  in  is- 
spect  to  the  buying  of  land  from  the  Native*. 
But  what  I  wish  to  urge  upon  the  Hooae  is 
this :  that  the  rights  of  the  Natives  should  be 
recognised,  and  they  should  not  be  deprived 
of  any  <rf  the  privileges  whioh  are  given  the 
Europeans  themselves.  Now,  there  are  several 
oases  I  could  mention  where  the  Oovemment 
have  actually  offered  2s.  or  8s.  per  acre,  and 
where  private  individuals  were  prepared  to  give 
the  Natives  from  30s.  to  30s.  per  acre  for  the 
same  property.  There  is  another  point.  I  have 
here  a  cutting  from  the  Anokland  Bmrald,  whioh 
I  will  read : — 

"XSsTOVr  GovEBHKEirr  Dbauhq  with  Maobi 

Lastss. 

•■  To  the  Editor. 

"  Sib, — ^I  am  the  owner  of  two  hundred  aoraa 

of  land  within  the  Bohe  Potae,  at  a  place  named 

Kakepnku,  near  Alexandra.  I  am  ofiered  £1  Ids. 

psK  acre  by  Europeans  for  it,  but  oannot  sell  ii 
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te  th«m,  u  the  land  ii  inoladad  within  th« 
Qowmtment  ProcUunation.  Mr.  WiUJnson,  the 
Qonwmment  M«nt,  will  only  girs  6i.  per  aote 
te  it.  I  hear  the  Gorenunent  are  baying  lands 
which  they  sold  years  ago  to  the  pakahas,  in 
the  Middle  laland,  for  £8  and  £4  per  acre. 
Why  don't  they  give  ne  the  same  price  for  our 
Itnda  ?— I  am,  fto.,  "  Taxkuka.." 

In  eonelnsion,  I  wish  to  say  this :  that  the 
—"*»■''«  that  feU  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Waiapa  are  very  inconsistent,  and  therefore 
it  doec  not  lead  one  to  place  any  confidence  at 
lU  in  the  administration  of  the  present  GoTem- 
m«nt. 

Mr.  IiANO. — It  is  not  my  intention  to  take 
uf  ancb  ct  the  time  of  the  Hooae  at  this  hour, 
bat,  ••  tine  Bill  is  of  oonsiderable  importance  to 
Ibe  iiMtnet  I  represent,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
lew  words  on  it.  I  think  there  is  no  measure 
to  which  we  should  attach  greater  importance 
ttun  one  to  pioride  for  the  making  of  roads 
•■d  hddgee  to  open  np  for  settlement  the  baok- 
eeontiy.  I  may  say  that  we  cannot  expect 
sattkn  to  snoeeed  if  they  have  not  the  means 
•f  giitliini  their  prodooe  to  market.  The  diffi- 
eoflMB  of  so  many  settlers  arise  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  impossiUe  for  them  to  sell  their  stock 
or  pRtdoce.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  about 
chuise  4,  under  wliioh  the  Minister  may  allow 
pecaons  to  settle  on  Grown  lands  to  improve 
the  same.  I  think  that  is  a  very  good  clause, 
so  kaig  aa  proper  regulations  are  made.  I  take 
it  that  by  this  the  Minister  intends  to  make  it 
pcesihlc  for  peo{de  without  capital  to  settle  on 
the  land,  and  to  find  work  for  them, — which, 
ef  eoozse,  means  cash, — till  they  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  get  a  return  from  the  land.  But  there 
is  one  tiling  that  should  be  guarded  against, 
and  that  is,  if  the  Government  mean  to  pay  a 
maa  the  full  valne  for  clearing  the  bnan,  at 
tba  and  of  the  time  he  might  leave  it  and  get 
Mtotber  job  elsewhere  ;  and  that  would  not  be 
eaRjing  out  the  intention  of  this  clause.  I 
think  that  such  men  should  only  be  paid  in 
cash  to  the  value  of  half- wages  in  the  first  place, 
aad  the  other  half  should  be  expended  in  pay- 
ing for  graas-aeed,  fencing,  and  other  improve- 
lawita  This  would  insure  that  none  but  bona 
fU»  settlers  wonld  take  np  land.  Speaking 
to  Fact  H.  of  this  BUI,  I  may  say  that  in  my 
etoiituiate  there  is  a  very  large  quantity  of  Na- 
tive lamd.  In  one  block  there  is  an  area  equeJ 
in  eooent  to  a  great  many  of  the  electorates  of 
tUi  coloay.  This  land  has  remained  nnooca- 
fsad  far  a  great  many  years,  and  I  think  that 
■ay  ooe  who  a^roved  of  the  Land  for  Settle- 
amta  Bill  cannot  fail  to  vote  for  this  measure, 
te  Uik  is  snperior,  I  think,  in  every  way  to 
Hm  Land  for  Settlements  BiU.  These  Bills 
hoT*  been  compared,  bat  I  think  they  are  very 
<?ff>wr*.  for  Uis  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
talcsa  land  from  peopl*  who  have  the  privilege 
of  anllTng  their  land  in  the  open  market  if 
they  think  fit,  bat  the  Native  lands,  at  least 
tfaoaa  in  the  King-country,  can  still  only  be 
■dU  to  the  Crown.  The  Nativea  have  not  the 
BDvilegs  of  faaviiM  a  voice  in  the  valuing  of 
bair  own  land.    I  waa  vei^  glad  to  hear  the 


honourable  member  for  Waiapn  state  that  the 
Natives  have  been  unfairly  treated  in  the  past, 
and  I  am  sure  I  can  bear  that  statement  out 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge.  I  know  a 
case  in  which  only  about  a  quarter  of  the  price 
that  could  have  been  got  for  the  lands  if  placed 
in  the  open  market  was  ofiered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think,  so  far  as  Native  lands  are 
oonoemed,  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  purpose  of  settling  them, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  my  views  on 
that  subject.  If  the  Government  were  to  sell 
the  land  they  have  acquired,  and  allow  the 
Natives  to  have  a  free  hand  with  their  own 
land,  the  county  wonld  be  settled  in  a  v«^ 
short  time.  That  might  easily  be  done  in  thu 
way:  The  Qovemment  should  act  as  agenta 
for  tiiie  tftle  of  the  land,  and  place  the  same 
conditions  on  it  as  on  Crown  lands,  regulating 
the  size  of  blocks  that  could  be  disposed  of.  I 
should  like  to  give  the  opinion  of  a  stranger 
on  the  way  the  Natives  have  been  treated  by 
the  Government  with  regard  to  their  land. 
To  do  that,  I  vrill  read  a  small  portion  of  a 
clipping  from  a  newspaper.  This  is  how  it 
strikes  an  Australian : — 

"  An  Australian,  who  has  just  made  a  trip 
into  the  King-country,  sends  an  account  of 
what  he  saw.  One  Maori  chief  whom  he  saw 
expressed  himself  as  much  annoyed  that  the 
Government  had  prevented  him  from  selling 
land  to  Europeans.  The  Natives  at  that  place 
had  three  acres  cultivated,  while  they  possessed 
miles  of  virgin  land.  Our  correspondent  then 
proceeds :  '  The  whole  of  the  country  I  passed 
over  was  splendid  limestone  country,  where  no 
grass-seed  has  been  planted,  but  here  and  there 
were  patches  of  grass,  the  seed  brought  there 
evidently  by  horses.  One  oan  see  how  this 
grass  is  working  the  fern  out  and  taking  strong 
hold.  .  .  .  And  all  this  great  country  doing 
no  good  to  anybody  I  It  struck  me  as  vary 
extraordinary  that  New  Zealand  should  allow 
their  Government  to  buy  such  a  property  as  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  which  would  cost  pounds  per 
acre,  whereas  there  are  miles  of  grand  country 
to  be  got  for  some  shillings  per  acre.  If  the 
South  Island  is  so  thickly  populated  that  there 
is  no  room  for  the  people,  why  not  open  this 
country  and  send  the  Southerners  up  here? 
There  is  plenty  of  room  without  cramping  the 
Native.  Looking  at  the  Cheviot  Estate  trans- 
action, and  seeing  all  the  idle  country  south 
of  Auckland,  I  can  only  put  it  down  to  a  bid  for 
politiocJ  power,  and  it  is  a  pity  the  North  Island 
allows  it.  If  the  Government  would  allow  the 
white  man  to  deal  with  the  Maori,  holding  the 
power  of  sanctioning  all  arrangements,  there 
would  be  no  such  thing  as  the  land-grabber 
getting  in,  and  this  country  would  soon  be 
made  remonerative  to  Government  settlers  and 
Maoris.'" 

I  may  say  the  Government  are  very  much  to 
blame  for  not  having  done  more  to  settle  the 
Native  lands.  If  they  hsMl  used  the  same 
amount  of  energy  in  the  North  as  they  have 
used  in  the  South  the  country  would  have  been 
settied  many  years  ago.  Ten  years  ago  the 
iwtciotions  were  placeid  on  the  land,  and  n» 
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settlement  has  taken  place  dariil^  that  time, 
and,  if  things  are  going  on  in  the  same  way,  in 
all  probability  there  will  be  none  for  the  next 
ten  years.  But  if  the  restriotions  are  taken  oS 
the  land  it  will  be  settled  in  a  very  short  time. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Government  have  not 
acquired  the  land  because  they  had  not  the 
means  of  doing  so  ;  but  this  is  not  correct,  for 
they  have  not  even  expended  all  the  money 
that  they  had  at  their  disposal.  If  this  Bill 
passes  there  will  be  no  excuse  then  for  Go- 
vernment not  acquiring  the  land,  and  for  that 
reason  I  shall  sapport  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— At  this  late  hour  I  shaU 
not  detain  the  House  very  many  minutes.  I 
had  intended  to  speak  somewhat  on  the  merits 
of  the  Bill,  but  I  shall  now  refrain  from  doing 
80.  I  should  like,  however,  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks  in  connection  with  something 
that  has  been  said,  and  to  the  point — to  some- 
thing that  has  been  said  not  only  to-night, 
but  at  other  times  and  on  other  occasions. 
Up  to  the  supper  adjournment  I  think  full 
approval  of  the  Bill  was  expressed  in  the 
speeches  made :  there  were  only  abont  four 
members  who  had  offered  anything  like  oppo- 
sition to  it.  Those  members  were  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout), 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Eamshaw),  and  the  honourable  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  (Oaptain  Russell); 
and  then,  later  on,  there  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  This  is  a  measure  dealing 
not  only  with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
but  also  with  the  disposal  of  them.  As  usual, 
the  lease  in  perpetuity  oame  in  for  some  con- 
siderable attention.  I  dare  say  it  is  well 
known  to  members  of  the  House  who  were 
here  last  Parliament  that  I  was  the  only  mem- 
ber on  this  side  of  the  House  who  voted  against 
the  lease  in  perpetuity.  I  still  believe.  Sir,  in 
revaluations ;  I  have  never  changed  my  opinion 
on  that ;  but  I  decline  to  be  drawn  into  a  lobby 
on  any  side-issue,  or  by  persons  who  are  doing 
this  with  ulterior  motives.  I  shall  not  be  drawn 
into  the  lobby  at  any  time  by  anything  of  that 
kind,  and  if  any  attempt  is  maide  to  do  that 
-sort  of  thing  in  connection  with  this  Bill  I 
shall  be  found  voting  against  it.  In  1892,  when 
the  Act  was  passed,  I  endeavoured  to  afSrm 
that  the  principle  of  the  lease  in  perpetuity 
was  bad.  I  was  defeated  on  that, — or,  rather, 
the  party  with  whom  I  voted  were, — but  I 
shall  take  another  opportunity  when  the  land- 
laws  come  up  for  amendment  to  vote  so  that 
the  lease  in  perpetuity  may  be  put  out.  At 
the  same  time,  I  very  much  question  whether 
the  lease  in  perpetui^  or  the  perpetual  lease  is 
now  the  solution  of  the  difficuty.  We  know 
that  changes  take  place  pretty  frequently  in 
ideas  as  to  land-tenure.  There  was  a  time — 
not  so  veiy  long  ago — when  no  one  thought  of 
anything  but  a  freehold ;  no  one  ever  dreamed 
of  anything  but  freehold.  Then  we  had 
the  land  -  nationalisation  scheme  propounded, 
and  it  went  very  freely  all  over  uie  country, 
and  was  fully  believed  in  by  a  great  many 
persons,  myself  among  the  number.  That 
Ifr.  Lang 


shifted  to  what  is  known  now  as  the  single- 
taz,  so  warmly  espoused  by  my  hononrabls 
friend  the  member  for  Inangahua.  But,  after 
all  has  been  said  and  done,  there  is  another 
phase  of  the  question  coming  along,  and  I  am 
not  sure  but  that  it  will  be  better  than  either 
of  the  last,  and  that  is  that  the  only  right  to 
land  shall  be  the  right  to  use  it,  and  that 
whenever  a  person  shall  fail  to  use  his  land  he 
shall  have  no  right  to  keep  it,  and,  if  a  person 
has  two  farms  and  leases  one,  that  will  be 
taken  as  sufficient  evidence  that  he  has  more 
land  than  he  can  use,  and  has  no  right  to  have 
it.  But,  while  that  is  so,  I  do  not  claim  for 
one  moment  that  the  scheme  we  are  now  talk- 
ing about  carries  with  it  anything  like  confisca- 
tion. The  persons  leasing  the  land  have  the 
right  to  purchase,  and  persons  so  purchasing 
will  have  also  the  right  to  pay  a  fair  rate  ci 
interest.  If  a  person  has  enough  land  it  will 
be  an  incentive  to  him  to  improve  it,  and 
obtain  for  himself  the  right  to  own  the  land 
for  all  time  with  his  successors,  on  the  under- 
standing, of  course,  that  they  carry  out  the 
conditions  imposed.  That  is  no  "  fad  "  of  mine; 
I  am  simply  expressing  what  is  now  a  phase 
of  thought  which  perhaps  before  long  may  lead 
to  a  better  solution  of  the  land  difficulty  than 
either  the  lease  in  perpetuity  or  the  perpetual 
lease.  I  have  several  other  matters  I  shaU 
pass  over,  but  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  remarks 
the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui  made 
as  to  his  constituents.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  face  his 
constituents  in  rcjgard  to  a  borrowing  policy. 
It  would  be  amusing  to  know,  and  some  day 
I  shall  take  the  trouble  to-  find  out,  how  many 
times  the  words  "  non-borrowing  policy  "  and 
"  non-borrowing  Gkivernment  "  appear  in  the 
debates  this  session.  They  have  been  repeated 
so  many  times  that  they  must  occupy  a  con- 
siderable space  in  Hansard.  The  hononrable 
gentleman  said  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  faos 
his  constituents  re  borrowing.  I  hope  that  no 
member  in  this  House  is  afraid  to  face  the 
electors  for  anything  he  has  done  here.  I 
dare  say  the  electors  of  Wanganui  are  like 
the  electors  in  other  towns,  and  are  intelligent 
enough  to  know  that  when  they  send  repreaanta- 
tives  to  this  House  they  send  representatives — 
they  do  not  send  delegates  merely ;  and  I  would 
refuse  to  come  to  the  House  as  a  delegate  were 
I  expected  to  do  so.  But  there  is  another  very 
refreshing  thing.  It  is  a  very  encouraging  sign 
that  we  have  certain  persons  who  think  they 
have  sufficient  brain-power  not  only  for  them- 
selves to  assist  in  everything  that  may  be  pro- 
posed— not  only  are  they  able  to  think  for 
themselves,  but  tfaey  actually  claim  the  tight 
to  think  for  other  people  too.  Last  Parliament 
we  were  told  what  would  happen  when  we  went 
back  to  our  constituents.  I  was  to  be  politically 
buried,  and  my  coffin  was  ordered ;  but,  not- 
withstemding  this  very  large  order,  I  am  stQl 
here,  and  most  of  those  who  were  loudest  in 
prophetic  utterances  of  this  kind  are  not  here 
now.  So  I  think  that,  notwithstanding  wa  may 
have  men  amongst  us  believing  that  they  poa- 
BOSS  massive  brains  and  giant  intellect,  and 
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•n  «Ue  to  gaide  the  thoughts  of  others,  they 
had  better  reserve  their  strength,  beoanse  they 
maj  yet  need  it  all.  And  those  of  us  who 
may  not  be  bo  fnlly  gifted,  and  who  may  be 
unable  to  fully  appreciate  the  good  offices 
of  tbeae  individDals,  prefer  to  follow  onx  own 
thoughts  and  take  the  consequenoes  of  our 
on  aots,  and  have  no  wish  to  burden  our 
friends  with  car  shortoomings ;  and  it  may  be 
that  the  country  knows  what  we  have  been 
doing,  and  that,  under  the  circumstanoes,  we 
have  no(hmg  to  fear  there.  I  shall  nob  refer 
to  what  was  said  regarding  last  Parliament,  as 
iome  honourable  gentlemen  are  aware  that 
there  wis  a  great  deal  of  that  kind  of  thing. 
Uy  coffin  was  once  ordered,  but  I  am  still  here  ; 
bat  the  honourable  members  who  made  those 
statements  are  not  here ;  and,  as  threatened 
men  Utc  long,  I  will  simply  advise  honourable 
membeis  who  have  brains  enough  to  use  for 
their  own  purposes  to  resent  the  motion.  I 
would  also  say,  in  regard  to  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  that, 
to  be  logical,  be  ought  to  follow  up  that  amend- 
ment by  proposmg  to  confiscate  all  land — Na- 
tive and  European. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  think  the  title  of  this  BUI 
should  be, "  The  New  Zealand  Half -million  Loan 
Act,  1B94,"  and  that  it  should  contain  a  clause 
npealing  "  The  Oovemment  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act,  1891,"  because  that  Act  provides 
already  for  the  allocation  of  £60,000  a  year  for 
the  nnding  of  lands.    The   Bill  should  also 
ooutain  a  provision  that  these  loans  shall  be 
ear-marked,  and  that  this  loan  especially  shall 
be  ear-marked  for  the  Minister  of  Lands  for 
my  psrpose  he  thinks  fit. 
Mr.  O'Began's  amendment  negatived. 
Mr.J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  in  rising  to  reply 
to  the  remarks  me^e  in  connection  with  tufa 
Bill,  I  r^ret  that  it  is  only  at  such  a  late  hour 
oi  the  night,  or  early  hour  of  the  morning,  that 
I  have  the  opportunity  to  reply  to  the  various 
statements  made  in  connection  with  this  mea- 
sure, because  there  have  been  statements  made 
that  would  deserve  a  great  deal  more  attention 
than  I  can  possibly  give  with  the  time  at  my 
disposal.    I  am  soriy  the  honourable  members 
who  made  these    charges  and'  statements  are 
not  present  to  hear  what  I  have  to  say  on  the 
subject.    It  seems  to  me  that  some  honourable 
members  have  not  read  the  Bill.    That  is  quite 
evident  so  far  as  the  member  for  Inangahua  is 
eoBcemed,  who  moved  the  amendment  which 
has  just  been  disposed  of,  because,  in  reference 
to  this  particular  Bill,  the  "  betterment "  sys- 
tem that  the  honourable  member  referred  to  is 
intiodnced  so  far  as  the  lands  which  are   to 
Mma  under  the  Bill  are  concerned.    I  regret 
Tery  much  that  the  member  for  Inangahua  is 
not  here,  because  I  have  to  say  to  him  that  ic 
•onld  be  very  much  better  that  he  should  not 
allow  himself  to  be  flattered  into  the  position  of 
king  made  use  of  by  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House.    If  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  expects  to  retain  the  respect  of  a 
^8»  number  of  members  of  this  House,  I  tell 
mm  quite  plainly  that  he  will  have  to  alter  his 
wnae  in  this  Assembly.    I  hope  he  will  go  to 


the  other  side  of  the  House,  because  that  is  the 
proper  place  for  him.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man caimot  claim  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Gk)- 
vemment.  He  last  night  voted  for  a  no-oon- 
fidenoe  motion  against  the  Government,  and  he 
moved  the  amendment  this  evening  in  a  light 
and  airy  way  quite  like  any  schoolboy ;  and,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  trot  oat 
this  principle  of  his  in  connection  with  the 
single-tax  on  every  conceivable  occasion,  then 
the  members  of  this  House  will  very  soon  get 
tired  of  his  single-tax.  We  are  quite  prepared 
to  give  him  one  night  every  session  to  discuss 
such  a  measure,  and  to  give  him  the  whole 
night  for  himself,  and  then  we  shall  see  how 
many  members  he  will  be  able  to  get  to  assist 
him.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  be  able 
to  go  throughout  the  colony  during  the  recess  ; 
he  will  then  have  time  to  preach  single -tax 
throughout  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and 
to  see  if  he  can  get  some  members  of  the  pre- 
sent House  to  assist  him ;  but  the  honourable 
member  knows  there  is  not  a  single  member 
of  Parliament  who  is  prepared  to  support  the 
single-tax,  and  that  he  should  trot  it  out  on 
every  occtwion  is  to  me  extraordinary.  The 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  sufficient 
common-sense  to  see  that  he  cannot  hope  to 
carry  that  tax  in  this  House  for  fifty  years  to 
come,  and  if  he  wishes  to  get  it  carried  in  his 
lifetime  he  must  take  a  very  different  course 
from  what  he  is  taking  at  the  present  time. 
I  advise  the  honourable  gentleman  to  consider 
the  matter,  and,  if  he  finds  any  opinions  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  congenieJ  to  his  views, 
probably  that  is  the  proper  place  for  him.  I 
come  now  to  another  honourable  gentleman, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  regret  to  say 
that  he  told  us  to-night  that  the  Native  policy 
of  the  present  Government  was  pauperising  the 
Natives  ;  but  I  ask,  does  not  the  private  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  throughout  the  colony 
go  far  more  in  the  direction  of  doing  that  than 
the  fact  of  the  Government  purchasing  under 
proper  conditions  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  3.  McEENZIE.— I  say  it  does ;  and  I 
say  that  matters  have  come  under  my  know- 
ledge during  the  time  that  I  have  been  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  this  colony  which.  If 
the  daylight  were  properly  thrown  upon  them, 
would  reveal  the  fact  that  transactions  of  the 
most  flagrant  character  have  been  carried  out 
in  the  private  purchase  of  land  from  the  Na- 
tives. If  you  threw  the  Native  lands  open  to 
applicants  for  private  purchase  there  are 
lawyers  in  this  City  of  Wellington  who  would 
have  every  acre  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Wellington  in  the  next  twenty  years;  they 
would  be  the  owners :  and  on  that  account  no 
private  individual  should  be  allowed  to  pur- 
chsise  Native  lands.  Why  did  the  residents 
of  Hawke's  Bay  purchase  the  whole  of  that 
beautiful  country  from  the  Natives  ?  Why  did 
they  bleed  the  Natives,  if  it  was  a  bad  thing  to 
do?  The  honourable  member  believes  in  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  so  do  all  the  people 
who  oppose  the  Bill, — although  they  pretend  to 
favour  these  principles  while  really  opposed  to 
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tiiem.  Then,  the  hononraUe  gentleman  went 
on  to  say  that  Uie  ptesent  Qovemment  have 
Boattered  the  sovereigna  tiuoaghout  the  oolooy, 
and  Boattered  the  CMdit  of  tiie  colony  and  onr 
•eourities  all  over  the  world.  Yee,  vm  have 
scattered  our  seonrities  and  our  credit. 

An  Hon.  Mkhbxb.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— We  have  scattered  onr 
oiedit  and  our  financial  polioy  all  over  the 
world,  and  it  has  brought  home  a  beautiful 
result.  Let  me  tell  the  House  and  the  honour- 
able member  that  we  have  received  a  tele- 
gram this  morning  from  London  showing  the 
position  of  our  b<uids  to-day.  Oar  4-per- cent, 
bonds  now  stand  at  109  and  109^;  so  that,  in 
scattering  onr  securities  and  our  sovereigns  all 
over  the  world,  we  are  bringing  good  to  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand.  We  find  onr  8^-per- 
cents  standing  at  lOiif  and  103^,  and  a  dividend 
was  paid  only  a  month  ago.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion they  stand  in  at  the  present  moment  in 
the  London  market ;  that  is  the  result  of  onr 
Financial  Statement;  and  I  think  we  have  not 
anything  to  be  ashamed  of,  and  nothing  to 
deplore,  so  far  as  the  credit  of  the  colony  is 
concerned.  Let  me  now  refer  to  another  gentle- 
man, whom  I  am  glad  to  see  here,  because  I 
have  something  to  say  to  him.  I  refer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button).  For  a  long  time  I,  have  not  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  speeik,  but  to-night  we 
had  a  speech  from  him  of  the  good  old  Tory 
style.  We  are  not  used  to  that  sort  of  thing 
from  that  side  of  the  House,  although  we  know 
they  are  all  Tories,  of  course,  bat  they  are  afraid 
to  express  their  opinions  in  the  same  bold 
manner  as  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  did  to-night.  But  I  am  told  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  inspired  to-night  by 
the  presence  in  the  House  of  the  secretary  of 
the  National  Association,  and  so  he  made  the 
speech  he  did.  The  honourable  {gentleman 
said,  "  We  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  but  we  object  to  the  Bill  itself."  Then, 
again  we  had  this  "  bad  drafting  "  trotted  out. 
Of  course,  whenever  a  lawyer  gets  up  in  this 
House  he  condemns  the  drafting. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  never  referred  to  drafting. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  took  down  the  state- 
ment the  honourable  gentleman  made  in  his 
speech,  which  was  to  the  effeot  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  right  enough,  but  the 
Bill  itself  was  all  wrong,  and  was  not  properly 
drafted.  What  is  the  principle  the  nonour- 
able  gentleman  would  like  to  see  carried  out 
in  all  measures  in  this  colony  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  from  the  Natives?  He  told 
ns  the  proper  principle  was  to  seU  all  the  land, 
as  soon  as  possible  after  being  bought  by  the 
Crown,  to  those  who  oan  pay  cash  for  the  same, 

H  oA  and  not  to  allow  labourers  to  get  on  it, 
'  '  but  only  those  who  are  supplied  with 
capital.  That  is  the  principle  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  these 
people  with  capital :  and  what  would  they  do  ? 
They  would  lead  us  to  another  financial  cata- 
strophe such  (w  we  narrowly  escaped  the  other 
day.  They  buy  for  cash,  and  borrow  the  cost  of 
improving  the  land,  and  get  themselves  into 
Mr.  J.  McKtruie 


debt.  Wa  baUeva  that  mace  Mttlan  oan  h« 
got  on  the  land  by  leasing  ibe  land  to  tiban, 
and  assisting  them  to  get  on  to  it  by  oar  q» 
tern.  When  the  bononzable  gentlemaa  dita^ 
proves  of  these  people  he  oalls  labourers,  aai 
says  they  are  not  fit  to  go  on  the  land  and 
make  good  settlers,  I  tell  him  that  if  he  wfll 
go  wiui  me  I  will  bring  under  his  notiee 
farm  after  farm  owned  by  men  who  came  to 
this  colony  twenty-five  years  ago  mereljr  •• 
lahonrers.  Those  men  are  in  many  eases  in  a 
good  position  to-day,  and  are  quite  able,  many 
of  Aem,  to  bay  a  portion  of  the  Qlobo  Assati 
estates  when  sold.  Then,  we  had  trotted  out 
to-night  by  the  honoarable  gentleiiian  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill  aad  the  advanoas 
to  settlers,  although  these  things  have  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  Bill  now  under  oonsideia- 
tion.  Why  did  the  honoarable  gentleman  refer 
to  them  ?  He  told  as  how  much  each  settler 
on  the  Cheviot  cost  us,  and  how  much  each 
settler  would  cost  us  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill,  and  then  he  made  a  calculation  as 
to  the  cost  of  each  settler  under  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill.  He  onght  to  make  a  fazthar 
computation, — and  no  one  is  more  competent 
than  he  to  do  it,  because,  I  understand,  ha  is 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
He  might  have  told  the  House  how  much  eaoh 
of  the  thirteen  hundred  shareholders  of  tiiot 
institution  gained  by  having  that  bank  backed 
by  title  colony.  Was  that  done  to  save  the  hank 
or  the  pockets  of  its  shareholders  ?  Not  at  ail. 
It  was  done  to  save  tiia  colony.  Nor  do«s  the 
Oovemment,  in  making  advances  to  settlers, 
or  in  proposing  this  measure,  intend  to  benefit 
private  individuals,  but  the  benefit  is  for  the 
people  of  the  colony  as  a  whole.  In  the  action 
which  the  Oovemment  took  in  connection 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  by  which  wa 
backed  the  interests  of  the  thirteen  handred 
shareholders  of  that  institution  to  the  tone  of 
£1,SS9  each,  did  we  do  that  in  the  interests  of 
the  shareholders  ?  No ;  we  did  it  to  save  tbs 
colony  from  the  catastrophe  which  the  failara 
of  the  bank  woidd  have  occasioned.  The 
honourable  gentleman  should  not  have  over- 
looked that  two  -  million  guarantee  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  of  which,  I  under- 
stand, he  is  the  legal  adviser.  Now  I  have 
something  to  say  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea.  The  honourable  gentleman  handled 
this  Bill  very  skilfully,  from  his  point  of  view, 
but  I  am  quite  sure  he  had  not  read  the  mea- 
sure when  he  started  to  speak,  but  before  he 
finished,  owing  to  the  information  I  was  able 
to  give  him,  he  certainly  was  able  to  get  some 
grasp  of  the  Bill.  The  first  mistake  he  made 
was  m  saying  that  we  did  not  keep  a  separata 
account  of  land  purchased  from  the  Natives. 
The  honoarable  member  for  Marsden  fell  into 
the  same  error.  Now,  I  find  that  I  laid  on  the 
table,  on  the  12th  July,  a  return  showing  the 
whole  of  tbe  land-transactions  and  of  the  land 
purchased  from  the  Natives  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  will  find  there  each  year's  trsmaae- 
tions,  and  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been 
expended.  The  honourable  gentleman  veiy 
skilfully  trotted  out  to  the  House  the  amoont 
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of  waoBf  to  be  Bpent  mid«c  the  Native  CiMid 
Porobaaea  Ant,  but  he  did  not  tell  the  Hooae 
bow  many  aezea  ot  land  weie  pnrehased  by  the 
Cioim  doling  that  time.  Ton  will  find  here 
that  doling  last  year  the  oolony  was  able  to 
hoy  ovar  350,000  acres.  I  think  the  expeaditure 
last  year  apon  land  bought  from  the  Natives 
was  something  like  £80,000.  Now,  included  in 
that  amount  is  the  price  of  the  Awama  Block, 
and  the  Awama  Block  has  an  area  of  some- 
where about  112,686  acres,  which  we  purchased 
from  the  Natives.  Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man WKf  this  is  a  loan,  and  that  the  colony  is 
not  to  teeeive  any  lesalt  from  that  pntohaae — 
that  the  money  spent  is  to  become  an  addi- 
tion to  the  permanent  debt  of  the  oolony,  and 
the  oolony  will  have  to  pay  Interest  on  the 
mmay  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  for  that  Awarua 
Block  we  ooold  get  to-morrow  £900,000,  and 
yet  it  only  eost  ns  £80,000 ;  so  that  the  colony 
eoold  now  moke  £120,000  on  that  purohaee ; 
■ad  when  we  have  roaded  and  bridged  it, 
and  pot  people  upon  it,  it  will  yield  a  large 
profit.  On  this  subject,  I  may  say  that  to 
a  lai^B  extant  the  settlers  in  the  South  Island 
will  not  paztieipate  under  these  two  Bills.  Bnt 
we  have  got  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  for 
the  Soath  Island,  and  we  thought  it  only  right 
UkaX  the  North  Island  shonld,  as  a  vuid  pro 

!t  this  BiU  for  the  purt^ase  of  Native 
Then,  in  the  £260,000  for  roads  and 
both  Islands  will  participate.     There 

me  places  which  will  not  participate 
to  saoh  an  extent  as  others  —  Canterbury, 
for  instance,  which  was  referred  to  by  the 
hooonraUe  member  for  Kaiapoi  (Mr.  Buddo) 
thia  evening.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  attitude 
be  took  op,  because  I  have  always  looked  upon 
him  as  one  of  those  members  who  brought  a 
good  deal  of  common-sense  to  the  House.  But 
had  the  same  rule  been  applied  to  Canterbury 
in  tiw  early  days  that  some  members  wish  now 
to  i^ply  to  this  Island,  had  the  people  there 
been  called  on  to  make  their  own  roads  and 
taiklgas,  they  would  not  have  the  roads  and 
bnd^  they  have  at  the  present  time.  Did 
they  not  get  for  very  many  years  the  whole  of 
the  Land  Fund  for  that  purpose  7  And,  after 
the  land  Fund  was  abolished  so  far  as  the 
pcovinoea  were  concerned,  did  they  not  get 
millinns  of  money  spent  npon  public  worlDi? 
Sraoe  road  districts  there  received  more  money 
in  one  year  than  we  now  ask  for  the  whole 
oohiay.  Pat  a  nnmber  of  settleT*  on  the  Awa- 
raa  Block  to-moczow,  and  give  them  the  pro- 
Mads  of  the  Uook,  and  I  venture  to  say  they 
WDold  not  come  to  the  House  for  one  peimy 
for  loads  and  Inidges.  We  must  distribute  the 
BMoey  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  colony. 
I  most  txnne  now  to  the  two  honourable  mem- 
ben  for  Wellington  City,  and  I  regret  very 
mneh  to  notice  that  neiUier  of  them  is  now 
ia  the  Hoose.  Both  of  them  condemned  the 
SiB ;  yet  there  ate  no  people  more  directly 
JBtaweted  in  the  porposes  of  the  Bill  than  the 
oeastitaeney  of  Wellington,  which  those  two 
tassMiirable  gentlemen  tepmsent,  because  a 
lasge  portion  of  the  land  to  be  pnrehased  from 
the  Natives  will  be  land  in  this  provincial  dis- 


trict, and  a  large  proportion  of  the  amount  to 
be  spent  on  roeids  and  bridges  will  be  spent  in 
the  Wellington  District.  Does  not  the  putting 
of  hondieda  of  settlers  on  the  Crown  lands  of 
Wellington  benefit  the  City  of  Wellington, 
which  those  honourable  gentiemen  represent? 
Do  they  want  ns  to  leave  them  without  roads 
and  bridges  7  Now  I  come  to  the  question  of 
what  is  improvement  on  land.  The  honour- 
able the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City, 
and  also  the  middle  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Bell),  told  ns  what  were  improve- 
ments on  land.  I  have  this  to  say  to  honour- 
able members :  No  doubt  the  felling  of  bush, 
the  burning  of  bush,  and  the  grassing  of  Uuad 
are  all  improvements;  but  all  these  improve- 
ments put  on  a  block  of  land,  without  the 
means  of  improving  it  further,  would  be  value- 
less to  the  country.  Boads  to  a  piece  of  land 
add  more  to  its  value  than  anything  you  can 
do  to  the  land.  We  have  members  in  this 
House,  apparently,  who  do  not  wont  settle- 
ment, and  who  do  not  want  roads.  These 
hononrable  gentlemen,  possibly,  would  be  quite 
satisfied  to  dispone  of  the  Awarua  Block  in  ton- 
thousand-ftore  blocks.  If  we  must  do  so,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button)  will  find  us  six  or 
seven  gentlemen  who  would  buy  the  block,  and 
they  would  bo  quite  satisfied  to  pay  for  it  much 
more  than  the  money  it  has  cost  us.  That 
would  be  a  capital  thing  for  them,  bnt  it  would 
be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the  oolony.  Instead 
of  affording  homes  for  hundreds  of  thriving 
settlers,  it  would  be  given  over  to  sheep,  and 
all  the  improvements  would  consist  of  a  very- 
little  bit  of  roading  to  the  nearest  wtxilshed, 
to  allow  them  to  get  their  wool  to  market. 
That  is  not  what  we  want.  We  want  settlers 
there,  and  we  want  to  settle  them  on  two-hnn- 
dred-acre  allotments  if  possible,  and  in  areas 
up  to  three-  and  four-hundred-aore  allotments. 
To  do  that  demands  roads,  because  each  man 
requires  the  means  of  getting  to  and  from  bis 
section,  and  if  he  has  not  that  means  the  land 
is  of  no  value  to  him.  That  is  the  difference 
between  our  policy  and  the  policy  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  would  go  in  for  if  they 
had  the  opportunity.  Then,  we  were  told  that 
the  lands  purchased  under  this  Bill  from  the 
Natives  would  not  pay  interest  on  the  cost  or 
sinking  frmd  to  repay  the  loan.  But  hononr- 
able members  must  see  that  the  whole  of  the 
rents  derived  from  the  lands  to  be  purchased 
from  the  Natives  will  be  paid  into  the  consoli- 
dated revenue.  All  land  purchased  by  this  Qo- 
vernment  will  well  pay  the  colony  for  its  pur- 
chase ;  and  when  critics  go  over  the  money  spent 
in  that  way — £60,000  a  year,  or  whatever  it  may 
be — since  we  took  office,  it  will  be  fonnd  that 
the  colony  has  got  full  value  for  it  in  the  shape 
of  land.  No  one  can  say  that  is  borrowing  such 
as  previous  Governments  have  gone  in  for. 
With  reference  to  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  when  his  Gk>vem- 
ment  was  in  office  did  not  his  Government 
borrow  ?  Why,  they  borrowed  for  the  district 
railways.  I  have  a  return  here  of  what  they 
oost.    In  the  year  1886  the  Stout- Vogel  Oovem- 
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ment  borrowed  £188,300  for  the  purpose  of  buy- 
ing district  railways;  and  in  1887,  £166,187: 
making  a  total  of  £354,487  with  which  to  buy 
district  railways.  Can  you  believe  for  one  mo- 
ment that  these  railways  were  worth  20s.  in 
the  pouod  on  the  price  we  paid  for  them?  Are 
they  paying  interest  ?  A  number  of  them  are 
not  paying  the  grease  used  on  the  wheels  of 
the  trucks  running  over  them.  We  have  no  in- 
terest from  them,  and  the  railways  themselves 
are  not  worth  the  money  the  colony  paid. 
When  we  find  that  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  in  office,  went  in  for  borrowing  money 
with  whicli  to  buy  rotten  district  railways, 
instead  of  leaving  the  large  landowners  with 
these  white  elephants 

An  Hon.  Member. — Did  you  not  support  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIBi. — I  do  not  remember  at 
the  present  time  ;  possibly  I  did. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh ! 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Bat,  Sir,  that  is 
nothing.  It  does  not  matter  how  I  voted;  I 
was  not  responsible  by  occupying  a  position  on 
these  benches  at  the  time.  I  should  not  say 
anything  about  the  district  railways  to-night 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  in  office  at  that  time  and 
borrowed  so  largely  himself  accuses  the  pre- 
sent Government  of  "  borrowing,  borrowing, 
borrowing  for  everything. "  Honourable  gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  House  may,  of  course, 
say  it  is  borrowing.  But  if  we  are  to  consider 
it  as  borrowing — which,  like  my  colleague 
the  Premier,  I  do  not  admit, — if  honourable 
members  of  this  House  choose  to  insist  that  it 
is  borrowing — then  I  say  it  is  borrowing  for  a 
good  purpose,  and  a  very  different  one  altogether 
faom  previous  borrowing  carried  on  in  ^his 
colony.  Then,  we  had  the  usual  tirade  from 
both  honourable  members  for  Wellington  City 
as  to  the  drafting  of  the  Bill.  Now,  I  will  tell 
the  House  a  story  as  to  the  drafting  of  a  Bill. 
Honourable  members  must  not  think  that  I 
drafted  this  Bill.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  legal 
draftsman  myself.  All  I  can  do  is  to  give  the 
principles  I  wish  to  be  embodied  to  some  one 
else,  who  drafts  the  Bill ;  and  I  believe  this  Bill 
is  as  well  drafted  as  any  of  the  lawyers  in 
this  House  could  draft  it.  Well,  the  other  day 
I  wanted  a  certain  clause  drafted  in  a  way 
that  I  thought  would  be  acceptable.  I  gave 
the  same  subject  to  three  diSerent  lawyers 
in  Wellington,  and  I  requested  them  to  draft 
a  clause  for  me,  but  I  did  not  tell  any  of 
them  that  I  had  given  it  to  the  others  Well, 
I  got  the  three  clauses  drafted  by  the  three 
different  lawyers,  and  I  took  them  to  a  fourth 
lawyer — a  member  of  this  House — and  asked 
him  what  he  tliought  of  them.  He  replied  that 
it  was  the  same  subject,  only  put  in  different 
language.  They  were  done  by  three  different 
draftsmen,  but  the  object  can  be  attained  by 
either  of  them.  The  form  of  drafting  is  a 
question  of  taste  entirely.  One  man  drafts  in 
one  way,  and  another  in  another  way.  Then, 
when  we  get  a  Bill  down  here,  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  finds  fault  with 
the  drafting  of  it,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  finds  fault  with 
Mr.  J.  McKeiuie 


the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  Then, 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button)  finds  fault  with  the  drafting  of  them 
both.  As  I  said,  it  is  impossible  to  draft  a 
Bill  to  please  every  member  having  difiereat 
views.  I  have  a  great  many  notes  here,  that 
I  shall  not  have  time  to  refer  to  to-night ;  but 
I  must  say  one  or  two  words  in  connection 
with  the  Bill  itself.  Honourable  members  will 
see  that  clause  5  entirely  provides  for  these 
improved-farm  settlement.  This  House  last 
year  voted  a  sum  of  £3,000  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  this  class  of  settlement,  and 
we  found,  after  all,  that  we  had  not  power  to 
carry  out  what  the  House  desired.  What  we 
want  is  to  be  able  to  say  to  a  number  of  wodk- 
ing-men, "  You  go  and  olear  the  bush,  and  im- 
prove the  place,  and  yon  will  be  able  to  get  a 
section  of  land  there."  If  you  take  away  that 
power  we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  sending 
the  men  there  with  their  wives  and  families, 
and,  when  they  have  improved  the  land,  we 
cannot  give  them  the  sections,  because  w« 
have  no  power  to  give  them  priority  of  choice, 
with  the  result  that  a  man  may  be  sent  there ' 
to  do  this  work  and  carry  out  all  the  improve- 
ments without  any  guarantee  that  he  will  get  a 
section  of  land  he  has  himself  improved.  That 
is  the  whole  object  of  this  clause.  Then,  Sir, 
we  are  told  to  look  at  the  handle  of  corruption 
this  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  Well,  I  am  beginning  to  think  that 
those  people  who  are  continually  looking  oat 
in  the  different  Bills  for  some  corrupt  objects 
must  be  very  corrupt  themselves.  I  say,  iiyoa 
have  to  tie  a  man  down  by  Act  of  Parliament 
to  keep  him  pure,  then  that  man  should  not  be 
here,  because  I  venture  to  say  that  any  Minis- 
ter sitting  on  these  benches  has  any  amoont 
of  opportunity  of  corruption  under  the  Acts 
at  the  present  time,  and  if  a  Minister  is  not 
sufficiently  honest  without  being  tied  down  by 
Acts  of  Parliament  he  should  not  be  here  at 
all.  But  if  honourable  members  will  only  read 
this  through  they  will  see  that  there  can  be  no 
corruption  about  the  matter  at  all.  The  land 
is  to  be  disposed  of  under  Part  III.  of  the  Lamd 
Act,  and  the  improved  value  will  be  added  by 
the  Land  Board,  and  the  Land  Board  will  work 
the  whole  of  the  business  in  connection  with 
the  Minister  of  Lands;:  and  if  this  is  not  passed 
you  will  have  to  stop  this  class  of  settlement. 
The  Bill  will  then  have  to  be  thrown  out,  and 
there  can  be  no  improved  farm-settlement  snoh 
as  is  going  on  at  the  present  time.  We  have 
now  three  or  four  of  them  going  on  sinoe  the 
Act  was  passed  last  session,  and  one  of  them  la 
so  far  advanced  that  there  is  alretuiy  a  school 
there.  We  got  the  men  to  go  there  with  their 
wives  and  children,  and  they  commenced 
work  the  very  next  day,  on  the  assurance  that 
they  were  clearing  the  land  for  themselves. 
Unless  you  give  them  that  assurance  you  cajmot 
get  them  to  go.  They  are  not  going  there  for 
two  or  three  months'  work,  unless  you  assure 
them  that  they  will  get  a  section  when  they 
have  improved  the  land.  If  members  are  not 
prepared  to  give  this  power  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  then  they  must  pat  somebody  else 
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iti  my  pliuse  in  vrbom  they  will  have  more 
buth;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  any  Minister 
withoat  this  power  will  be  quite  useless,  and 
miable  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
If  honourable  members  wish  any  improvement 
to  be  made  in  the  clause  to  make  the  Bill  more 
clear,  then  they  can  propose  it  in  Committee ; 
bat  to  do  away  with  it  altogether  would  simply 
mean  that  this  class  of  settlement  could  not 
be  earned  out.  With  regard  to  the  proviso  in 
MctioD  9,  a  great  deal  has  been  maide  out  of 
that.  The  position  is  this :  Members  will  be 
asked  to  vote  this  £250,000  when  the  estimates 
come  down ;  and,  if  they  are  not  prepared  to 
TOte  the  money,  then  it  will  have  to  come  out 
oi  consolidated  revenue,  and  that  means  that 
then  will  be  less  money  for  roads,  schools, 
and  other  public  works.  If  members  are 
prepared  to  raise  the  taxation  of  the  country 
to  make  these  roads  and  bridges  without  such 
prorision  as  here  provided,  the  Government 
will  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  comply  with  their 
views  on  this  matter.  If  they  are  not  prepared 
to  do  that,  they  must  pass  this  Bill. 

Tbe  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  42. 
Buchanan         Kelly,  W.  O'Began 

Boddo  Lang  Pinkerton 

Cainell  Iiamach  Firani 

Carroll  Lawiy  Bussell,  Q.  W. 

CoUms  MasUn  Seddon 

CiDwthet  Massey  Smith,  E.  M. 

Flatmao  MoKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  3. 

Graham  MoKenzie,  B.    Steward 

Hall  Mcljachlan       Tanner 

Hall-Jones        MoKab  Thompson 

Banis  Meredith  Ward. 

Hogg  Mills  Tellers. 

Eooston  Montgomery      McGowan 

EotchiioD,  G.   Morrison  Stevens. 

Joyce 

Noes,  7. 
Bntton  „  ,  ^  Tellers. 

Zamshaw         pf!i.^  Allen 

Green  i-arata.  Kusaell,  W.  E. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Mitohelson 

Camcross  Stout 

Oninness  Dathie 

Mackintosh  Bell 

Willis  Te  Ao 

Wilson.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  35. 
Bill  lead  a  second  time. 
Ur.  PARATA  explained  that  he  had  called 
for  a  division  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House. 
He  had  voted  with  the  "  Noes,"  though  he  had 
intended  his  vote  to  go  with  the  ■'  Ayes." 
_  Mi.  O'KEOAN,  by  way  of  personal  explana- 
tion, sud  there  appeared  to  be  an  impression 
•mongst  some   honourable  members    that  he 
had  Men  put  up  to  move  the  amendment  that 
evening.    It  had  been  said  that  he  had  been 
pnt  np  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
the  honourable    member   for  Auckland   City 
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(Mr.  Button),  and  by  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City.  He  desired  to  remove  that 
erroneous  impression.  He  hoped  honourable 
members  would  take  his  word  that  he  was 
responsible  to  none  but  himself  for  the  aotioD 
he  bad  taken. 
The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OP   BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  24th  September,  1894. 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Colonial  Bank— Qovem- 
ment  Advances  to  Settlers  BUI— Lands  Improve- 
ment and  Native  Lands  Acquisition  Bill. 


Mr.  Sfzakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND 
COLONIAL  BANK. 
Mr.  WABD. — Sir,  before  you  call  on  the 
orders  of  the  day  I  wish  to  ask  the  leave  of  the 
House  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  passed  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  representatives  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  the  Colonial  Bank  in  con- 
nection with  the  amalgamation  proposals  which 
were  forwarded  by  those  two  institutions  to 
the  Government.  A  printed  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
honourable  members  at  onoe.  I  should  like, 
while  asking  leave  of  the  House  to  lay  the  cor- 
respondence on  the  table,  to  state,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  terms  of  the  communications 
which  have  passed  between  the  Government 
and  the  two  banks  have  been  unanimously 
arrived  at  by  the  Government.  I  further  de- 
sire to  say  that  the  idle  rumours  which  have 
been  current  outside,  to  the  effect  that  there 
have  been  strained  relations  between  the  Pre- 
mier and  myself  in  connection  with  this  im- 
portant matter,  are  entirely  without  founda- 
tion. To  show  the  untruthfulness  of  those 
rumours,  we  have  not  even  had  a  dispute  on 
the  question.  There  has  not  only  been  no 
diversity  of  opinion  between  him  and  me,  but 
the  Government  have  been  in  perfect  accord 
upon  this  important  matter;  and  I  may  say 
that  the  Government  have  unanimously  arrived 
at  the  conclusions  which  are  embodied  in  the 
memorandum  which  I  now  desire  to  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  House.  I  wish  also  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  that,  while  honour- 
able members  naturally  have  been  anxious  that 
an  investigation  should  he  made  into  the  aSairs 
of  these  institutions,  I  think  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  correspondence  how  difficult  or  how 
impossible  it  would  have  been  to  have  had  this 
matter,  as  has  been  suggested,  referred  to  any 
Committee  —  whether  the  Publio  Accounts 
Committee  or  any  other  Committee  —  before 
the  Government  hod  dealt  with  it.  The  respon- 
sibility in  an  important  matter  such  as  this 
is  devolves  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  to  have  intercepted  the  action, 
if]  any,  which  the  Government  might  recom- 
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mend  to  the  Hoose,  and  in  reference  to  which 
the  Government  was  collecting  information 
before  we  arrived  at  a  decision, — to  have  inter- 
cepted our  judgment  or  conclusions  by  the 
leferenoe  of  an  important  matter  such  as  this 
is  to  a  Committee, — would  simply  have  been, 
if  the  Government  had  assented  to  it,  asking 
the  House  to  place  a  buffer  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  country.  I  need  not  state 
that  this  has  been  a  very  important  and  a  very 
difficult  matter  for  the  Government  to  deal 
with.  We  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  such 
information  as  would  guide  us  to  reasonable 
conclusions,  and,  having  got  that  information, 
it  was  necessarily  impossible  in  a  day  or  two  to 
have  so  fully  considered  matters  as  to  be  able 
to  place  the  information  before  the  House. 
I  may  say  that,  while  the  GoTemment  recog- 
nise all  the  advantages  which  would  accrue 
to  this  colony  by  the  amalgamation,  if  it 
could  be  brought  about,  we  took  up  the 
position  that  the  first  consideration  for  the 
Government  to  weigh  was,  What  was  best 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony?  And,  in  that 
respect,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  replies  which 
have  been  communicated  to  both  institutions 
that  we  regarded  it  as  essential,  and  placed  it 
in  the  first  consideration,  that  the  interests  of 
the  colony  should  be  conserved  and  safe- 
guarded before  everything  else.  I  merely  now 
desire  to  say  that  the  correspondence  will 
disclose  the  fact  that  the  proposals  which  have 
been  made  to  the  Government  by  the  two 
banks  have  been  regarded  by  the  Government 
in  some  essential  features  as  not  being  of  a 
character  to  warrant  our  assenting  to  some  of 
them.  I  have  no  further  remark  to  make 
than  this:  that  I  hope  honourable  members, 
when  they  see  what  has  been  done  by  the  Go- 
verimient,  will  give  the  Government  credit  for 
doing  what  on  a  former  occasion  I  pointed  out 
they  intended  doing — ^namely,  acting  in  this 
matter  in  what  they  believed  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony.  I  move.  That  the 
papers  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

IN  COUMITTEE. 

Clause  15. — "  The  Superintendent  shall  beez 
officio  Chairman  of  the  General  Board,  and  the 
six  persons  holding  for  the  time  being  the  offices 
of  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Public  Trustee,  the 
Government  Insurance  Commissioner,  the  Sur- 
veyor-General, the  Solicitor-General,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Taxes  shall  be  ex  officio  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Board." 

Gaptoin  BUSSELL  moved.  That  the  words 
"  the  Public  Trustee  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  46. 
Buddo  Duncan  Green 

Buick  Earnshaw  Hall 

Carroll  Flatman  Harris 

Crowther  Graham  Hogg 

Mr.  Ward 


Mackenzie.  T.  3^  J^»J^ 


Hutchison,  W.  Meredith  Smith,  KIL 

Joyce  Mills  Smith,  O.  J. 

Kelly,  J.  W.  Montgomery      Stevens 

Kelly,  W.  Morrison  Steward 

Lang  Newman  Stoat 

Lawry  O'Regan  Tanner 

Mackintosh  Parata  Thompson 

Maalin  Pirani  Ward. 

McGowan  Reeves  Tettert. 

MoKenzie,  J.  Saunders  Hoosttm 

McLachlan  SeddoB  Buasell,  0.  W. 
McNab 

Noss,  6. 

AUen 

Button  ...■««;-.  Russell,  W.B. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Mitchelson 

Gamcross  Te  Ao 

Pinkerton.  Duthie. 

Majority  for,  39. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  17. — Quorum. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  moved.  That  the  fiat 
word,  "  Three,"  be  struck'  out,  with  the  ykt 
of  inserting  the  word  "  Four." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  aai  word  "  Fooi "  in- 
serted. 

Clause  21. — Members  of  District  Board. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  words"* 
other  fit  persons  "  be  struck  out,  so  as  to  confine 
the  membership  of  District  Boards  to  Gonm- 
ment  officers  solely. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestioi, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted stnd 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  so. 
Bell  Mackintosh       Russell,  W.B. 

Buddo  Massey  Saimdsis 

Carroll  McGowan  Seddon 

Collins  McKenzie,  3.     Smith,  E.  U. 

Duncan  McLachlan        Stevens 

Harris  Mills  Tanner 

Hogg  Montgomery      Ward. 

Houston  Morrison  Tellert. 

Kelly,  W.  Parata  Joyce 

Larnach  Pirani  Russell,  G.  W. 

Lawry 

Noes,  25. 
Buchanan  Heke  Newman 

Buick  Kelly,  J.  W.       O'Regan 

Button  Lang  Smith,  0.  J. 

Carncross  Mackenzie,  T.    Stout 

Earnshaw  Maslin  Thompsoo. 

Flatman  McKenzie,  B. 

Green  McNab  Telkrt. 

Hall  Meredith  Crowther 

Hall-Jones         Mitchelson        Graham. 

Pairs. 
For.  AgaiiaL 

Millar  Te  Ao 

Pinkerton  Duthie 

Beeves.  Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  for,  5. 
Words  retained. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL  moved  to  insert,  after 
tka  wad  "  persons,"  the  words  "  not  being 
lumtbm  «f  ailkac  tha  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  or  Legialatna  CamtaL" 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bachanan 

Button 

Eamshaw 

Oreen 

Eall-Jones 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lang 

Baddo 

Bokk 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Dancao 

FUtman 

Oiaham 

Hall 

Hartis 


Houston 


Ate3,  19. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McKanzie,  B. 
Newmaa 
O'Began 
Pirani 
Bnssell,  W.  B. 

KOBS,  33. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McOotran 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Hontgomei; 
Morrison 


Smith,  a.  3. 

Stout 

Tanner. 

TelUrs. 
CamoroBS 
Bussell,  a.  W. 


Farata 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
Mills. 


Paiss. 

For 

AgavHtt. 

Mitchelson 

MUlar 

TeAo 

Piokerton                   Duthie 

Beeves. 

Hutchison,  Q. 

Majority  against 

U. 

Amendment 

negatived. 

Mr.  WABD   moved,  That 
ported. 
The  Comnuttee  divided. 

progress  be  re 

Ayz3,  36. 

Allen 

Honscon 

Pinkerton 

Bell 

Kelly,  \V. 

Pirani 

Baddo 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Cejncioss 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Saunders 

Cunell 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  3. 

Stevens 

Boncan 

McLachlan 

Stout 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Fruer 

Millar 

WilUs. 

6r»ham 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Joyoe 

Harris 

Parata 

Mills. 

Hogg 

NOKS,  14. 

Button 

Maslin 

Steward 

Eamshaw 

McKenzie,  B. 

Tanner. 

Oreen 

McNab 

TelUrs. 

Hill-Jones 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Lang 

Smith,  a.  J. 
Paibs. 

Massey. 

For 

Agaitist. 

Cadmai 

L                      Duthie 

Pere 

TeAo 

Seddon. 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Piqgtess  reported. 

LANDS  IMPBOVEMENT  AND  NATIVE 
LANDS  ACQUISITION  BILL. 

IN  COinCITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Minister  may  allow  persons  to 
settle  on  Crown  lands  to  improve  same. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved.  That  the  word 
"  person  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  of  in- 
serting the  words  "  number  of  working-men 
comprising  an  association  formed  under  regu- 
lations in  compliance  with  this  Act." 

Words  struck  out,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. — Application  of  moneys  in  Land 
Improvement  Act. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso, "  May  pay  for  works  already  done." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Buddo 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Joyoe 

Kelly,  W. 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Eamshaw 

Green 

Heke 


For. 
Cadman 
CarncroSB 
Steward 
Tanner 
Ward. 


Atbs,  83. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McQowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
Meredith 
Millar 
Morrison 
O'Began 

Nobs,  14. 
Lang 
Massey 
McNab 
Iilitchelson 
Montgomery 

Faibs. 


Pinkerton 
Beeves 

Bussell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Thompson 
Willis. 

TelUrs. 
Hall 
Mills. 


Bussell,  W.  B. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tellers. 
Allen 
Stout. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Button 
Hutchison,  G. 
Newman 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Majority  for,  19. 

Proviso  retained. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  or  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Buddo 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Houston 

Joyce 

Kelly,  W. 

Lamach 


Ayes,  36. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McOowan 
McKenzie,  3. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Meredith 
Miller 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Began 


Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Beeves 

Bussell,  G.W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  it. 

Stevens 

Thompson 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Mills. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


244       Lands  Improvement  and       [HOUSE.]  Native  Lands  tie.  BiU.    [Sept.  24 


Allen 

Bell 

Eamshaw 

Green 

Heke 


KOES,  12. 
McNab 
Mitchelson 
RusseU,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Stout. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 


For. 
Oadmau 
Carocioss 
Steward 
Tanner 
Ward. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Button 

Hutchison,  G. 
Newman 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Majority  for,  24. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  10. — Moneys  may  be  paid  to  local 
authority  for  expenditure. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Buddo 

Camell 

CanoU 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

3'oTce 

Kelly,  W. 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Eamshaw 


Asxs,  86. 
Lamach 
La  wry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
Massey 
MoGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
MoKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 

Noxs,  8. 
Heke 

Mitchelson 
Stout. 


Mills 

Montgomery 
O'Began 
Pirani 

Bussell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Thompson. 
Tellers. 
Pinkerton 
Stevens. 


Tellers. 
Allen 
Green. 


For. 
Cadman 
Camcross 
Steward 
Tanner 
Ward. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Te  Ao 

Hutchison,  G. 
K^wman 
Button. 

28. 


Majority  for, 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. — Amount  to  be  used  for  purchase 
of  Native  lands. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIK  moved  to  add,  after  the 
word  "  pounds,"  the  words  "  shall  when  raised 
be  paid  into  the  Public  Account,  and  be  credited 
by  the  Treasury  to  a  separate  account,  called 
'  The  Native  Land  Purchase  Account.'  " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  18. — Nature  and  currency  of  deben- 
tures. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  add  the  following 
sew  subsection :  "  (4.)  Be  not  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  at  a  price  which  will  yield  to 
the  purchaser  thereof  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
by  the  year  than  four  pounds  for  every  one 
hundred  pounds  of  the  purchase-money  given 
for  the  same." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"The  payments  so  authorised  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  deemed  to  include  the  cost  of  con- 
structing roads  and  bridges  to  give  access 
to  Native  lands  purchased  under  any  of  the 
hereinbefore-mentioned  Acts,  and  also  the  cost 
of  administering  these  Acts  and  this  Act." 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  and  also  the  cost  of  administering." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Joyce 

Bell 

Eamshaw 

Fraser 


Asks,  31. 
Kelly,  W. 
La  wry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
Morrison 

Noes,  7. 

Mitchelson 
Stout. 


For. 
Buchanan 
Button 
Duthie 
Green 
Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 
Newman 
Te  Ao. 


Paibs. 


O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  3. 

Stevens 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Smith,  £.  M. 

TelUra. 

Allen 
Massey. 


Against. 
Montgomery 
Ward 
Cadman 
Pirani 
Mackintosh 
Steward 
Tanner 
Camcross. 


Majority  for,  24. 

Words  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  clause :  "  but  all  payments 
authorised  by  this  section  shall  be  paid  oat  of 
moneys  authorised  for  this  purpose." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

••All  lands  acquired  under  this  Act,  'The 
Native  Land  Purchases  Act,  1892,'  or  '  The 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Act, 
1893,'  and  all  lands  leased  under  section  five  of 
this  Act,  shall  be  disposed  of  only  under  the 
lease-in-perpetuity  system  of  the  Land  Act, 
provided  that  all  such  lands  shall  be  subject  to 
revaluation  every  twenty-one  years ;  but  on 
such  revaluation  there  shall  not  be  taken  into 
account  any  increase  of  falue  caused  by  the 
improvements  made  by  the  lessee,  but  only 
such  increase  as  may  have  been  caused  by  the 
expenditure  of  public  money,  the  increase  of 
population,  and  other  causes  independent  of 
the  selector." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  new  clause  be  added  to  the  BiU." 
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Lahaur  Bills            [GO 

Ayes,  13. 

Allen 

MoNab              Stont 

Bnddo 

Millar 

EamshAW 

Mitehelson               Tellers. 

HKll-Jones 

Morrison            O'Began 

Haslin 

Aussell.G.  W.  Smith,  G.J. 

Noes,  24. 

CuneU 

Kelly,  W.           Mills 

OarroU 

Lawry                Seddon 

X)iiDcan 

Massey               Smith,  E.  M. 

Flatman 

MoGowan          Stevens 

MeKenzie,  J.     WUlis. 

Hall 

McKenzie,  B.          TeUen. 

Hogg 

MoLachlan       Harris 

Houston 

Meredith           Pinkerton. 

Joyce 

PAias. 

For 

Against 

Bnchanon                   Montgomety 

Batton 

Ward 

Oathie 

Gadman 

Gteen 

Pirani 

Heke 

Mackintosh 

Hatchison,  G.             Steward 

Newm&n                     Tanner 

TeAo. 

CamcroBS. 

[COUNCIL.] 
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Majority  against,  11. 

New  danse  negatived. 

Mr.  AIiLEN  moved  the  following  new 
elanie :  " '  The  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act,  1891,'  is  hereby  repealed." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  new  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ates,  7. 


Ben 

Eamshaw 

Smith,  G. 
Stout. 

J                Tellers. 
'■       Allen 

Mitehelson. 

Noes,  31. 

Bnddo 

Houston 

Morrison 

Gamell 

Joyce 

O'Began 

CartoU 

KeUy,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Dnncan 

Lawry 

Bussell,  G.  W 

Flatman 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Flaser 

McKenzie, 

J.     Smith,  E.  M. 

Graham 

McKenzie, 

B.    Willis. 

Hall 

McIjAchlan 

Hall-Jones 

MoNab 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Meredith 

Millar 

Hogg 

Mills 

Paibs 

Stevens. 

Fen 

Against. 

Bnchanan 

Montgomery 

Batton 

Ward 

Dathie 

Cadman 

Green 

Pirani 

Heke 

Mackintosh 

Hntchison,  G. 

Steward 

Newman 

Tanner 

TeAo. 

Camcross. 

Majority  against,  24. 

New  clanse 

negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  25th  September,  1894. 

Third  Beading— Labour  Bills  Committee — Shops  and 
Shop  -  asBiBtantB  Bill — Inspection  of  Machinery 


BUI — School-attendance  B: 


ipec 
111. 


The   Honse    adjonmed   at   half-past    three 
o'clock  a.m. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

FBA.TEBS. 

THIED  BEADING. 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill. 

LABOUB  BILLS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  thought  it  would 
commend  itself  to  members  of  the  Council. 
They  already  had  in  another  place  a  Labour 
Bills  Committee,  which  went  over  all  the 
labour  Bills  previous  to  their  coming  before 
the  Council;  and  some  of  the  witnesses  who 
were  examined  before  the  Committee  in  an- 
other place,  and  spent  a  number  of  days  before 
that  Committee,  and  v?ere  desirous  also  of  com- 
ing before  the  Council,  were  put  to  much  trouble 
and  inconvenience  owing  to  that  Committee  not 
being  a  joint  one.  If  this  motion  were  carried 
the  result  would  be  a  saving  of  time  and  ex- 
pense, and  it  would  also  have  the  advantage 
that  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  would  be  present, 
and  would  be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  ques- 
tions that  at  present  gave  the  Council  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  difficulty  to  determine. 

Motion  made,  and  question  prooosed, "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Councu,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Jjabour  Bills  Committee  should  be  a 
Joint  Committee;  and  that  the  necessary  steps 
be  taken  to  give  effect  to  this  expression  of 
opinion."— (Hon.  Mr.  Biog.) 
.  The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  said  there  was  more 
than  one  consideration  which  arose  in  this 
matter.  It  was  quite  true  that  in  many  cases  it 
was  advisable  that  there  should  be  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  important  Bills,  and  that  it  would 
save  considerable  time  and  trouble.  But  he 
held  that  this  particular  class  of  Bills  should 
not  be  relegated  to  a  separate  Committee  in 
future  for  ever.  A  tendency  had  grown  up  to 
call  a  certain  number  of  Bills  labour  Bills, 
and  to  treat  them  as  separate  from  anything 
that  would  benefit  the  community  at  large ;  and 
this  seemed  to  him  most  mischievous.  He 
thought  all  Bills  should  be  dealt  with  as  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  all.  A  particular  Bill  might 
require  a  special  Committee,  and  in  that  case 
should  be  referred  to  one ;  but  it  was  a  mis- 
chievous thing  to  classify  a  certain  amount  of 
legislation  as  legislation  a£Eecting  the  interests 
of  only  one  part  of  the  community.  It  was 
creating  a  feeling  which  ought  not  to  exist — 
that  the  interests  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
community  were  at  variance  with  those  of  others 
— and  he  thought  a  great  deal  of  the  mischief 
and  evils  that  were  now  occurring  in  the  coun- 
try arose  out  of  that  misconception.  It  might 
have  been  well  intended  originally,  and  pos- 
sibly when  these  Bills  first  came  down  there 
was  some  reason  for  relegating  a  certain  nom- 
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ber  to  one  particular  Committee ;  bat  be  boped 
that  the  nomenclature  of  "  labour  Bills"  would 
not  be  perpetuated,  and  that  no  sort  of  Bills 
would  be  branded  with  a  particular  stamp,  and 
sent  to  a  gpecially-constituted  Committee,  as  if 
we  had  difierent  classes  of  people,  whose  inter- 
ests must  necessarily  clash  with  one  another. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHKIMSKI  did  not  see  that 
they  would  gain  anything  by  having  a  Joint 
Committee  on  Labour  Bills  any  more  than  a 
Joint  Waste  Lands  Committee,  a  Joint  Local 
Bills  Committee,  or  any  other.  He  would  ask 
the  mover  of  the  motion  whether  he  was  him- 
self satisfied  with  the  Bills  that  came  up  from 
the  other  Chamber,  or  whether  the  Council  had 
not  always  to  rectify  them.  They  were  sent 
up  from  the  other  Chamber  in  an  imperfect 
state,  and  when  they  came  to  the  Council  the 
Council  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  atten- 
tion on  the  Committee  to  try  to  make  the  best 
of  them.  If  there  was  a  Joint  Committee  on 
these  Bills  there  ought  to  be  Joint  Committees 
on  all  other  Bills.  He  would  therefore  oppose 
the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  like  to  say 
that  all  progress  in  parliamentary  life  was  the 
result  of  compromise,  and  it  was  only  by  an 
elaborate  system  of  sifting  that  they  could  ar- 
live  at  what  was  really  in  the  interests  of  any 
particular  class  or  section  of  the  community. 
The  method  of  having  separate  Committees  for 
each  House  best  served  the  end  sought,  and  the 
interests  of  all  sections  of  the  community  were 
thus  best  served.  He  admitted  for  himself — 
and  he  had  been  in  the  Council  for  over  twenty 
years — that,  no  matter  how  long  they  might  take 
in  the  consideration  of  measures  involving  any 
fundamental  principle,  he  never,  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  was  thoroughly  satisfied  that  he  bad 
really  done  the  very  best  by  the  measure  that 
was  possible.  It  most  be  remembered  that, 
their  legislation  was  nearly  always  more  or 
less  experimental.  Their  intention  was  clear 
enough,  their  willingness  to  efiect  reform  was 
admitted,  and  the  uniform  desire  to  do  the 
best  was  a  quality  that  was  constant  amongst 
them.  But  the  difficulty  of  eliminating  from 
measures  the  non-essential,  and  seeing  clearly 
where  the  point  of  practical  interest  lay,  was 
very  great.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
thought  his  honourable  friend  would  not  gain 
anything  by  having  his  motion  carried.  He 
admitted  that,  on  the  surface,  it  would  appear 
as  though  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  gained 
in  the  saving  of  time  and  the  loss  of  friction. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  friendly 
friction  was  a  means  by  which  they  arrived  at 
the  best  results.  On  the  whole,  it  would  be 
better  to  proceed  by  the  ordinary  rule  which 
had  hitherto  guided  them,  and  if  at  the  end 
of  their  deliberations  they  succeeded  in  doing 
material  service  he  would  be  satisfied,  because 
very  often  the  result  of  their  best  efforts  was 
not  in  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  said  the  objections 
taken  to  the  motion  were  not  really  against 
a  Joint  Committee,  but  rather  against  having 
a  separate  Labour  Bills  Committee — in  other 
'Words,  having  such  a  Committee  at  all.  He  did 
Bon,  Mr.  Bovaen 


not  anticipate  the  discossion  taking  this  foim 
when  he  moved  his  motion,  so  that  ne  asiminfj 
that,  supposing  they  were  to  have  a  Laboat 
Bills  Committee  at  all,  it  was  desirable  that  it 
should  be  a  joint  one.  He  thoaght  that  im 
a  fair  assumption,  considering  that  no  aign- 
ment  had  been  adduced  against  the  Commiuee 
being  a  joint  one.  As  regarded  the  necessitj 
for  a  Labour  Bills  Committee,  the  'Bxya.  Hz, 
Bowen  had  opposed  the  present  Conunittee, 
but  had  told  them  it  was  desirable  to  fa*«« 
special  Committees  to  deal  with  special  sub- 
jects. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Special  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  said  that  was  exactir 
the  position.  These  Bills  were  special  Bills  ana 
required  special  knowledge  to  underatajid  theiB. 
It  was  to  deal  with  these  very  Bills  that  speciil 
appointments  had  been  made  to  the  Council: 
so  that  the  whole  contention  brought  forwud 
against  the  constitution  of  the  Labour  Bills 
Conmiittee  was  altogether  in  favour  of  it.  TluU 
being  go,  he  trusted  that  the  Council  would  sea 
its  way  to  agree  to  the  motion,  and  that  they 
should  have  a  Joint  Committee,  for  the 
he  had  given. 

The  Council  divided. 


Axes,  9. 

Buckley 

Jennings 

MaoOregor 

Feldwick 

Kelly 

MoOuUongh 

Jenkinson 

Kerr 

Nobs,  20. 

Rigg- 

Acland 

Kenny 

Shrimski 

BailUe 

ManteU 

Stevens 

Bolt 

Montgomery 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Bowen 

Pharazyn 

Whyte 

Dignan 

Beynolds 

Waiiams. 

Grace 

Bichardson 

Majority  against,  11. 
Motion  negatived. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL 

BECOUMITTED. 

Clause  2. — Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moveJ. 
That  the  words  "  where  any  person  works  is 
hire,  and  "  be  struck  ont  of  the  following  paia- 
graph:— 

"  '  Shop '  means  any  building,  or  portion  of  • 
building,  or  place  where  any  person  works  for 
hire,  and  in  which  goods  are  exposed  or  offered 
for  sale  by  retail." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  staod 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  18. 
Acland  Kenny  Shrimski 

Barnicoat  Mantell  Stevens 

Bonar  Ormond  Swanson 

Bowen  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Dignan  Beynolds  Whyte 

Grace  Bichardson        Williams. 


Bolt 

Buckley 

Jennings 


Noes,  9. 
Kelly 
Kerr 
MaoGregor 


McCallougb 
Montgomery 
Bigg. 
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Paibs. 


For. 

Against. 

Feldwick 

McLean 

OUver. 

Jenkinson. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVRNS  moved,  That  the 
following  words,  struck  out  of  the  above  para- 
gapb— namely,   "  and   includes    the    bars    of 
hotels  licensed    under   '  The    Licensing  Act, 
1891,'  and  ■  The  Alcoholic  Liqnors  Sale  Control 
Act,  1893,'  "  be  reinserted. 
Ilie  Committee  divided. 
Ayzs,  4. 
Bolt  ManteU 

HacGr^or  Stevens. 

Nobs,  21. 

Aelaod  Jennings  Reynolds 

Bamicoat  Kelly  Richardson 

Bonu  Kenny  Bigg 

Bowen  Kerr  Shrimski 

Buckley  McCnllongh  Swansea 

Dignsn  Montgomery  Walker,  L. 

Feldwick  Ormond  Whyte 

Once  Pharazyn  Williams. 


For. 
Oliver. 


Pais. 


Against. 
Jenkinson. 


Majority  against,  20. 

Motion  negatived. 

Glsose  3.— Shops  to  close  on  one  working- 
day  li  one  o'clock. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  L.  WALKER  moved  to  insert 
"  a  haiidiesser  "  among  the  exceptions. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ares,  18. 


Aclsnd 

Bamicoat 

Booar 

Bowen 

Dignan 

Giacb 

Kenny 

Mantel! 

McGulloagh 

Ormond 

Pharazyn 

Reynolds 

Noes,  9. 

Richardson 

Shrimski 

Swanson 

Walker,  L. 

Whyte 

Williams. 

Bolt 

Backlev 

Feldwick 

Jennings 

Kelly 

Kerr 

MacGregor 

Montgomery 

Bigg- 

Paib. 
For.                             Against. 
Oliver.                         Jenkinson. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Words  inserted. 

Clanse  9. — Mode  in  which  day  for  closing 
■hops  to  be  fixed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  moved  to  strike  out 
the  following  subsection  : — 

"  (5.)  In  the  event  of  any  day  other  than 
Satat^y  being  appointed  by  the  local  aatho- 
tity  as  olosing-dav  under  this  Act,  then  any 
shopkeeper  shall  be  entitled  to  close  his  shop 
on  Saturday  in  lien  thereof,  on  giving  notice 
to  the  Inspector  of  his  desire  to  do  so.  Such 
notice  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Inspector  during 
the  month  of  Jannanr  in  each  year,  and  shall 
be  taken  as  proof  of  the  facts  therein  stated." 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland  MacGregor        Richardson 

Bolt  McCuUough       Shrimski 

Bowen  ManteU  Stevens 

Dignan  Ormond  Swanson 

Grace  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Kenny  Reynolds  Whitmore. 

Noes,  9. 
Bamicoat  Jennings  Montgomery 

Buckley  Kelly  Rigg 

Feldwick  Kerr  Williams. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Oliver.  Jenkinson. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Words  retained. 

INSPECTION  OP  MACHINERY  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
object  of  this  Bill  was  a  very  simple  one.  At 
present  the  Act  was,  and  had  been  for  the  last 
few  years,  administered  under  the  Commis- 
sioner of  "Trade  and  Customs,  and  it  was  now 
proposed  to  transfer  the  administration  to  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works.  The  other  point  in 
the  Bill  was  the  granting  of  certificates  to  men 
at  present  engaged  in  the  working  of  machinery, 
such  as  traction-engines  and  other  classes  of 
machinery.  Experts  would  say  that  it  required 
much  more  skill  to  drive  a  traction-engine  than 
an  ordinary  railway-engine.  He  was  not  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  it  was  so  or  not ;  but 
it  seemed  probable,  seeing  that  in  the  one  cage 
the  engine  had  to  be  driven  over  an  uneven 
track,  while  in  the  other  case  it  ran  over 
smooth  rails ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  object  was 
to  give  certificates  to  men  engaged  in  work  of 
this  character  after  the  passing  of  the  neces- 
sary examination.  Complaint  had  been  made 
that  the  employment  of  inexperienced  persons 
to  drive  these  engines  was  very  dangerous,  and 
that  the  person  driving  them  ought  to  pass  an 
examination ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  Board  of 
Examiners  was  to  be  set  up.  This  was  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  and  he  now  begged  to  move. 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  this  Bill  ap- 

E eared,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  a  large  extent,  to 
ear  hardly  upon  country  settlers.  In  the 
country  they  did  all  sorts  of  work  by  ma- 
chinery on  farm-stations,  and  in  bush  settle- 
ments much  work  was  done  by  steam,  and  it 
was  a  kind  of  work  that  was  attended  with 
very  little  risk  to  life  or  danger  of  accident,  and 
might  be  done  by  fairly-skilled  persons,  who 
might  not  be  able  to  pass  such  an  examination 
as  was  here  set  forth.  It  was  not  prescribed, 
as  far  as  he  could  see,  what  the  examination 
was  to  be;  and  that  was  the  difficulty.  He 
put  it  to  his  honourable  friend  that  at  present 
at  these  establishments  any  intelligent  man 
could  learn  in  a  very  short  time  to  drive  an 
engine  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  up  firewood 
on  a  farm,  for  crashing  com  for  horses  to  eat. 
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or  any  other  food ;  and  ii  they  were  compelled 
to  obtain  the  services  of  an  engineer  for  work 
of  this  character  it  might  be  extremely  difficult. 
At  any  rate,  there  was  nothing  prescribed  to 
show  what  was  the  class  of  examination  these 
persons  had  to  pass,  and,  he  took  it,  it  was 
meant  that  the  person  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose should  be  an  engineer.  If  that  were  so, 
he  simply  said  this  Bill  would  be  a  very  great 
incumbrance  and  difficulty  in  the  way  of  per- 
sons who  used  these  engines  for  all  sorts  of 
purposes  on  farms,  stations,  and  such  places. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  quite  agreed  that  there 
was  very  great  necessity  for  an  examination  for 
drivers  of  locomotives  or  large  engines,  in  order 
to  insure  protection  of  life  and  property;  but  to 
apply  it  generally  seemed  to  him  to  be  absurd. 
So  far  as  concerned  the  class  of  engines  em- 
ployed on  farms  or  dairies,  an  ordinary  farm- 
labourer,  with  a  week's  instruction,  would  be 
competent  to  take  charge  of  an  engine.  Now, 
this  man  might  not  be  able  to  pass  such  an 
examination  as  wets  intended ;  he  might  be  re- 
quired to  know  all  the  properties  of  steam,  and 
to  have  all  the  theoretical  knowledge  connected 
with  the  working  of  steam-engines.  That  was 
surely  not  required  for  the  working  of  engines 
generally  in  use  upon  farms.  They  might  as 
well  say  that  before  a  man  should  be  allowed  to 
drive  a  horse  he  must  be  a  professional  anato- 
mist or  a  veterinary  surgeon ,  and  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  bodies  of  animals.  He  saw  no 
definition  in  the  Bill  of  what  knowledge  was 
required  from  candidates  for  examination.  If 
it  was  meant  that  a  candidate  was  simply  to 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  practical  working  of 
an  engine,  that  was  quite  right  and  proper,  and 
any  person  of  ordinary  intelligence  would  pass 
such  an  examination ;  but  if  he  had  to  pass  an 
examination  as  to  the  properties  of  steam,  and 
to  show  theoretical  knowledge  of  mechanical 
powers,  it  would  be  impossible  for  persons  who 
ordinarily  drove  such  engines  to  do  so  ;and  this 
would  prove  a  great  drawback  to  the  persons 
using  these  engines,  and  would  certainly  tend 
to  limit  their  use. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHARDSON  did  not  see 
that  the  Bill  went  so  far  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond  supposed.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it 
was  mainly  intended  for  the  protection  of  life. 
The  main  section  of  the  Bill  was  section  4, 
which  said, — 

"  Every  person  employed  or  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  engine-driver  who  is  in  charge  of 
any  engine  or  machinery  in  which  steam, 
water,  or  air  is  used,  or  any  two  of  them,  as  a 
motive-power,  by  means  of  which  respectively 
persons  are  brought  up  or  passed  down  or  along 
any  shaft,  pit,  or  inclined  plane  or  level  in  any 
mine  or  coal-mine,    .    .    ." 

Surely  it  would  be  proper  to  insist  upon  a 
certificate  being  obtained  for  purposes  like 
that ;  and  the  only  other  occupation  was  that 
in  which  any  engine  was  propelled  "  or  moved 
from  place  to  place  by  its  own  motive-power 
and  machinery";  and,  he  took  it,  this  simply 
referred  to  engines  that  were  driven  npon  the 
public  roads,  and  he  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary that  capable  men  should  be  in  charge 
Son.  Mr.  Ormond 


of  these  engines,  so  as  not  to  endanger  the  Uvea 
or  limbs  of  the  travelling  public.  Of  course 
the  subjects  of  the  examination  were  not  pre- 
scribed in  the  Bill,  and  he  did  not  see  very 
well  how  the  details  of  the  examination  could 
be  prescribed  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  noticed  that 
clause  6  gave  the  Governor  the  power  to  make 
regulations.    It  said, — 

"  The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
Order  in  Council,  make,  alter,  or  revoke  regu- 
lations jyrescribing  how  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances engines  used  for  agricultural  pnz- 
poses  only  may  be  driven  by  uncertificated 
persons." 

It  would  therefore  be  a  great  deal  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Government,  and  they  might 
be  trusted  not  to  do  anything  that  would  in- 
juriously aSect  the  public  interest. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that  was 
the  intention. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  said  that,  in 
reference  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond's  objection, 
be  thought  clause  6  would  meet  any  such  case 
as  mentioned.  It  might  be  true  that  any  in- 
telligent man  could  drive  an  engine  used  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  it  was  also  true  that 
at  the  present  time  a  large  number  of  traction- 
engines  and  the  engines  used  on  farms  were  a 
source  of  danger  through  the  utter  inexperi- 
ence of  the  men  taking  care  of  them ;  and  the 
farmers  themselves  ought  to  agree  that  some- 
thing like  this  was  necessary.  A  certificate 
could  be  very  easily  got  by  the  person  desiring 
it  simply  going  before  the  Chief  Inspecting  En- 
gineer of  Machinery.  It  was  a  very  necessary 
matter  to  compel  these  men  to  get  certificates, 
and  he  thought  the  farmers  themselves,  as  a 
matter  of  safety  and  economy,  ought  to  be 
pleased  at  this  regulation. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

SCHOOL-ATTENDANCE  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  in  moving. 
That  thii  BiU  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
this  was  a  short  Bill  of  considerable  importance, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  make  attendance  at 
schools  more  regular,  and  to  provide  that  chil- 
dren who  were  now  without  instruction  should 
have  the  means  of  instruction  placed  within 
their  reach.  The  first  paragraph  of  clause  3 
said, — 

"Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  principal 
Act,  every  child  between  the  age  of  seven  years 
and  the  age  of  thirteen  years  is  hereby  required 
to  attend  some  public  school  at  least  six  time* 
a  week,  morning  attendances  and  afternoon 
attendances  being  separately  counted." 

So  that  six  times  a  week  meant  attendance 
on  three  days  of  the  week.  He  thought  it 
would  be  considered  that  it  was  only  right  that 
that  extent  of  attendance  should  be  exacted 
from  them.    Then,  there  was  the  proviso : — 

"  Provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply 
to  any  child  whose  place  of  residence  is  mora 
than  two  miles  from  the  nearest  public  school, 
the  distance  being  measured  by  the  shortest 
road,  or  who  cannot  conveniently  reach  a  pablio 
aohool  by  railway." 
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The  fiist  part  of  the  subeection  was  in  acoord- 
ance  with  the  Act  now  in  force,  but  the  lost 
part  «aa  new.  Free  railway  passes  were  given 
to  these  children,  so  that  with  these  free  passes 
those  children  wbo  lived  at  a  distance  of  more 
than  two  miles  away  on  a  line  of  railway  could 
reach  the  school.  Then,  the  next  paragraph 
was  in  accordance  with  the  Act — namely,  that 
referring  to  examinations.  He  would  rea!d  it : — 
"  Provided  also  that  the  parent  of  any  child 
may  apply  for  and  receive  a  certificate  from 
the  School  Committee  of  the  district  in  which 
lacb  child  resides,  exempting  snoh  child  from 
attendance  in  whole  or  in  part  at  school,  upon 
satisfying  the  School  Committee  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  one  of  the  following  grounds, 
namely : — 
"(1.)  That  the  child  is  under  efficient  and 

regular  instruction  elsewhere : 
"  (2.)  That    the   child    is   unable   to   attend 
school  by  reason  of  sickness,  danger 
of  infection,  temporary  or  permanent 
infirmity,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  : 
"(3.)  That    the    road    between    the   child's 
residence  and   the  school  is  not  suf- 
ficiently psissable : 
"  (i.)  That  one  of  the  Inspectors  or  the  head- 
master of  any  public  school   has,  by 
writing  under  his  hand,  certified  that 
the  child  has  reached  a  standard  of 
education   prescribed   by  any  regula- 
tions under  the  principal  Act  as  the 
standard  of  exemption." 
This  was  in  the  Act.     Then,  clause  4  defined 
"  parent "  to  include  the  guardian  and  house- 
lioider  in  whose  family  a  child  resides.     Clause 

5  was  a  re-enactment  of  the  present  law,  except 
that  the  word  "  may  "  was  changed  to  "  shall." 
It  would  read  in  this  way  : — 

"The  School  Committee  of  the  district  in 
vhieh  such  child  resides  shall  give  the  parent 
of  eoch  child  notice  in  writing,  in  the  form  or 
to  the  effect  of  the  Schedule  hereto,  calling 
upon  such  parent  to  send  such  child  to  school ; 
and  if  sach  parent,  after  receiving  such  notice, 
refuses  or  neglects  to  send  such  child  to  school, 
■och  parent  shall  be  summoned  before  any 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  or  any  two  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  who  shall  order  such  parent  to  send 
such  child  to  a  public  school." 

That  was  the  alteration  in  clause  5.    Clause 

6  was  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  Clause  7 
was  a  new  clause,  namely, — 

"  When  any  child  required  by  this  Act  to 
attend  a  public  school  has  been  enrolled  in  the 
register  of  a  public  school,  and  being  in  good 
h^th  does  not  attend  at  least  six  times  in 
any  week  in  the  course  of  which  the  school  is 
open  nine  times,  the  parent  of  such  child  shall 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  2s.  for  every  such 
week  in  which  such  child  shall  have  attended 
leas  than  six  times :  Provided  that  proceedings 
for  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  incurred  by 
leaaon  of  insufficient  attendance  during  any 
Mtt  of  any  month  cannot  be  instituted  except 
daring  that  month  or  during  the  next  following 
month." 

It  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  allow  months 
to  elapse  before  the  offence,  if  It  was  an  offence. 


could  be  judged  in  a  Court  and  a  penalty 
enforced.  Then,  the  8th  clause  dealt  with 
penalties :  "  All  proceedings  for  orders  to  send 
children  to  school  and  for  recovery  of  penalties 
under  this  Act  may  bo  had  and  taken  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  '  The  Justices  of  the 
Peace  Act,  1882.' "  The  9th  clause  stated  that 
any  person  appointed  by  the  Education  De> 
partment  as  truant  officer  might  conduct  pro- 
secutions on  behalf  of  the  School  Committee. 
That  would  not  prevent  the  Committees  from 
doing  it  themselves,  as  the  Committees  could 
do  it,  and  did  it  now.  It  was  an  addition.  The 
10th  section  was  a  re-enactment  of  a  clause  in 
"  The  Education  Act  1877  Amendment  Act, 
1885."    Then,  clause  11  stated— 

"  Every  penalty  recovered  under  this  Part 
of  this  Act  shall  be  paid  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  to  the  School  Committee  of  the  district 
in  which  such  penalty  is  recovered,  and  shall 
thereupon  become  part  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee Fund. 

"This  provision  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
sufficient  appropriation  of  any  money  recovered 
as  aforesaid,  and  a  sufficient  authority  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  for  making  the  payments 
aforesaid." 

He  wished  to  have  an  alteration  in  this 
clause — namely,  that  the  words  "  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  such  penalty  is  recovered  "  be 
struck  out,  and  these  words  inserted  in  their 
place :  "  at  whose  instance  the  prosecution 
has  been  made."  Then,  there  was  an  important 
clause  in  Part  II.  It  was  very  necessary ;  and 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  Maori  children,  and 
the  means  of  education  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, he  thought  they  should  be  compelled  to 
attend  school  just  the  same  as  the  children  of 
Europeans  were.  Part  11.  therefore  dealt  with 
compulsory  attendance  at  Native  schools  ;  and 
clause  12  provided  that  the  following  expres- 
sions should  have  these  meanings  assigned  to 
them  :— 

"  '  Native  school '  means  and  includes  any 
school  carried  on  as  a  school  for  native 
Maoris  and  half-castes  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Minister  of  Education  : 

"  ■  Committee '  means  a  Committee  for  a 
Native  school  elected  under  any  regula- 
tions from  time  to  time  prescribed  by 
the  Minister  of  Education  for  the  con- 
duct of  Native  schools : 

"  '  Chairman '  means  the  person  from  time 
to  time  elected  by  a  Native  School  Com- 
mittee as  Chairman  of  such  Committee." 

Then,  clause  13  stated, — 

••  Every  Native  or  half-caste  child  who,  if  not 
a  Native  or  half-caste,  would  be  required  by 
this  Act  to  attend  a  public  school  shall  attend 
a  Native  school  at  least  six  times  a  week, 
subject  to  the  same  provisoes  and  conditions 
as  to  exemption  and  penalty,  and  in  all  other 
respects,  as  are  expressed  in  the  First  Part  of 
this  Act,  except  as  follows : — 

"  (1.)  The  functions  assigned  by  this  Act  to 
Primary  School  Committees  shall  be  performed 
by  the  Committee. 

"  (2.)  Prosecutions  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  be  conducted  by  the  Chairman. 
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"  (3.)  Penalties  recovered  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Pablio  Account  and  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  vote  for  2)ative  schoolo. 

"  (4.)  The  passing  of  the  Fourth  Standard  of 
the  Kative  School  Code  shall  be  a  sufficient 
ground  for  issuing  a  certificate  of  exemption." 

He  would  move  at  the  proper  time  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  primary "  in  subsection  (1), 
because  it  was  not  necessary.  Then,  there 
was  the  schedule,  which  was  merely  a  formal 
thing.  He  thought  this  Bill  was  very  much 
needed,  and  that  its  provisions  were  an  improve- 
ment on  the  present  law.  Ho  himself  had 
considered,  for  very  many  years,  that  some- 
thing in  this  direction  in  education  matters 
was  required.  He  had  considered  that  there 
was  a  necessity  for  some  more  drastic  measure 
than  they  had  had ;  but,  then,  there  was  an 
objection  in  the  way,  which  he  had  recognised 
to  be  very  strong.  He  had  thought  that  tho 
mode  of  proceeding  should  be  this :  that  the 
school  should  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
police,  and  if  the  schoolmaster  found  that  there 
were  any  children  not  attending  school — some 
of  those  on  the  roll — according  to  the  Aot, 
be  should  immediately  notify  to  the  police 
that  such  and  suiih  a  child  was  not  attending. 
Instead  of  that,  the  Act  originally  passed  left 
a  great  deal  to  the  Committees.  Now,  the 
members  of  Committees  did  not  like  to  pro- 
secute their  neighbours — they  did  not  like  to 
take  the  initiative ;  and  so  he  would  place  the 
initiative  on  the  police.  People  did  not  like 
a,  policeman  to  come  up  to  t^eir  doors,  espe- 
cially in  the  country  districts,  where  every  one 
knew  his  neighbours'  business  rather  better 
than  the  person  himself ;  and,  if  they  saw  a 
policeman  coming  to  any  one's  door,  they 
would  think  something  was  "  up."  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  thought  this  was  the  best 
Bill  they  could  bring  forward. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEM  said  the  question 
of  compulsory  school  -  attendance  was  a  very 
delicate  one,  and  had  been  very  difficult  to 
deal  with  from  tho  first.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  children,  as  they  knew,  especially 
in  populous  places,  whoso  parents,  from  selfish- 
ness or  profligacy,  neglected  their  education ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  considered  a 
very  dangerous  thing  to  make  the  educational 
system  distasteful  and  even  hateful  to  parents, 
especially  where  they  were  obliged,  through 
family  exigencies,  to  keep  their  children  from 
school.  It  was  a  very  difficult  question,  and 
the  clauses  referring  to  it  in  the  Act  of  1877 
were  a  compromise  between  those  who  were 
anxious  to  have  compulsory  clauses  at  all  risks 
and  those  who  thought  there  might  be  consider, 
able  danger  in  the  matter,  especially  on  the 
first  introduction  of  a  national  system  of  pri- 
mary education.  He  had  looked  forward  to 
the  Bill  with  some  anxiety,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  he  did  not  see,  as  the  Bill  came  before 
them,  any  marked  difference  between  the  law 
as  it  stood,  and  that  now  proposed.  There  was 
a  marked  change  in  the  law  proposed  by  the 
Bill  as  introduced  in  another  place,  which  he 
was  glad  to  see  the  good  sense  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  had  rejected,  and  that 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 


was  the  provision  taking  the  administration  of 
the  compulsory  clauses  away  from  local  Com- 
mittees. If  there  was  anything  a  local  Com- 
mittee ought  to  see  to  more  than  another  it  was 
this  question.  Who  knew  the  circumstoncea 
of  their  neighbours  better  than  the  local  Com- 
mittees? Certainly  not  the  Education  Boards. 
And  it  was  not  a  question  only  of  insisting  on 
education,  or  of  providing  against  neglect,  bat 
a  question  of  inquiring  into  and  appreciating 
the  circumstances  under  which  children  were 
attending  school.  He  knew  cases  where  it 
was  far  better  morally  for  the  child  to  be  kept 
from  school  to  help  a  destitute  parent  than  to 
be  sent  to  school  and  leave  his  parent  in  abso- 
lute Indigence.  There  were  cases  of  this  sort 
which  ought  to  be  considered,  anf  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  local  Committee  was  the 
body  to  best  consider  them.  He  did  hope,  what- 
ever might  be  done  about  education,  they  woald. 
never  allow  any  interference  with  the  local 
element  in  the  system.  There  was  always  a^ 
strong  tendency  towards  centralisation  in  edu- 
cation as  in  other  matters.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  one  of  the  chief  dangers  lay  in  this : 
that  the  more  intelligent  the  central  body  was, 
the  more  it  interested  itself  in  the  question  of 
education,  and  the  more  it  had  studied  the 
question  the  more  apt  it  was  to  think  that  it 
alone  ought  to  absorb  all  the  powers.  They 
ought  to  be  very  careful  to  watch  the  central- 
ising instinct,  because  its  tendency  was  to  de- 
stroy the  local  interest  taken  in  the  work  of 
education  in  the  country,  and  thus  destroy 
a  great  part  of  its  value,  and  certainly  & 
great  part  of  its  efficiency.  It  must  be  re-' 
membered  that  the  blunders  of  a  local  body 
could  be  more  easily  rectified  than,  and  were 
never  so  far-reaching  as,  the  blunders  of  a  cen- 
tral office.  He  was  therefore  glad  to  see  the 
alteration  that  had  been  made  in  this  zespeot. 
One  little  matter  hsbd  been  overlooked  —  he 
thought,  accidentally — by  reason  of  an  altera- 
tion in  the  other  House.  When  the  Bill  was 
brought  down  originally  it  was  proposed  to  leave 
the  granting  of  exemption  cenificates  to  the 
Boards ;  but  that  was  altered,  and  it  was  give 
back  to  the  Committees— quite  rightly.  But 
in  the  original  Aot  there  was  a  provision  for 
giving  an  appeal  from  the  Committees  to  the 
Board ;  and  there  ought  to  be  an  appeal  in  a 
matter  of  this  sort,  which  might,  perhaps,  be 
very  important  to  a  family.  That  had  been 
left  out  in  the  Bill  now  before  the  Council. 
When  the  BiU  came  into  Committee  he  would 
move  that  there  be  Sbdded  a  proviso  to  clause  S 
that  any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  decision 
of  a  Committee  in  refusing  to  grant  an  exemp- 
tion certificate  might  appeal  to  the  Education 
Board,  which  might  overrule  or  confirm  such 
decision.  He  happened  to  know  one  or  two- 
cases  in  which  appeals  had  been  made  with 
very  good  reason  and  justice.  There  happened 
in  one  cose  to  be  some  local  prejudice  ;  and  in  | 
another  he  was  afraid  it  was  a  religious  question  I 

which  led  to  the  controversy  as  to  whether  a. 
child  was  being  properly  educated  or  not ; 
but  when  the  matter  came  before  the  Board 
there  was  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the 
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ibM  vas  being  educated  qnite  as  well  as  it 
would  have  been  in  a  public  school,  and  waB 
tiieiefore  reasonably  entitled  to  an  exemption ; 
ud  Uiat  was  so  he'ld  by  the  Board.  Cases  of 
that  sort  were  sura  to  arise  occasionally,  and 
tome  pioTision  should  therefore  be  put  back 
into  the  Bill  such  as  at  present  existed  in 
daose  90  of  the  .Act  of  18T7.  With  regard  to 
Native  schools  he  hoped  that  before  very  long 
these  schools  might  be  placed  under  the  Edu- 
eatioB  Boards,  or  that  some  special  system  of 
local  superintendence  should  be  established. 
Bovever,  in  the  meantime  he  dared  to  say 
there  was  very  good  reason  for  keeping  them 
•till  under  the  central  authority.  Ha  was  not 
■officieotly  acquainted  with  the  ciroamstancos 
oi  the  Native  districts  to  be  able  to  say.  He 
would  be  glad  to  support  the  Bill,  although, 
M  he  said  before,  be  did  not  see  any  very  great 
difeteoce  between  it  and  the  law  as  it  stood 
atpieaent.  Bat  machinery  was  now  provided 
which  would  facilitate  the  enforcement  of  the 
Ian  where  the  Committees  found  it  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  that  School 
Committees  had  the  same  power  at  present  as 
thfij  were  to  have  under  the  Bill.  His  expe- 
lienca  was  that  School  Committees,  as  a  gene- 
lal  rule,  would  not  take  the  initiative.  The 
Committees  in  his  district  had  requested  the 
Board  to  take  action,  and  wished  to  divest 
themseWea  of  the  responsibility.  He  thought 
a  pavilion  should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  that, 
when  the  Committees  wished  to  confer  on  the 
Board  the  power  of  taking  action  under  the 
Bill,  they  could  do  so.  Cnless  the  Board  could 
•0  act  the  Bill  would  be  practically  a  dead- 
letter  in  moat  country  districts,  and  only  be 
^rative  in  boroughs  or  town  districts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  that  power  should  not  be  re- 
moved from  the  Committeen,  as  they  could 
not  expect  people  in  a  district  to  give  their 
attention  to  these  matters  without  having  a 
certain  amount  of  power.  At  the  same  time, 
they  had  always  felt  great  difficulty  in  com- 
pelling attendance.  This  was  not  so  much  the 
ease  in  town  districts  where  they  had  a  truant 
officer ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  have  such  an 
officer  in  many  country  districts.  He  also 
agreed  that,  if  the  Education  Act  was  made 
oppressive  on  the  people,  instead  of  being  the 
Beans  o{  advancing  education  people  would 
hare  a  distaste  for  it,  and  it  would  fail  in  much 
«f  the  benefit  that  should  be  derived  from  it. 
A  great  deal  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  people.  It  would  be  noticed  by 
the  Council  that  clause  5  setid  they  "  shall "  do 
so-and-so— "  they  shall  take  action  to  compel 
children  to  attend  the  schools." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— What  is  to 
he  done  to  the  Committees  if  they  do  not  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  as  the 
bonoarable  gentleman  knew,  they  could  not 
iofce  the  Committees  to  take  action,  and  a 
good  deal  mast  be  left  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  Committees.  With  regard  to  the  appeal 
to  the  Board,  he  thought  it  was  very  likely, 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  had  said,  that  clause 


90  of  the  Act  of  1887  had  been  omitted  be- 
cause it  had  been  intended  that  the  Board 
should  manage  things  altogether.  He  would 
look  into  the  matter  carefully,  as  he  thought 
some  such  provision  should  be  restored.  With 
regard  to  the  matter  of  Native  schools,  he 
entirely  agreed  with  the  principle  of  having 
Native  children  educated  along  with  others; 
but  that  was  a  matter  requiring  time — it  could 
not  be  done  all  at  ouce.  He  knew  a  Native 
school  in  the  district  in  which  he  lived  which 
was  uncommonly  well  taught,  and  a  great 
many  European  children  went  there.  He 
would  gladly  welcome  the  time  when  the 
children  of  the  Maori  race  and  those  of  Euro- 
pean origin  would  receive  their  education  in 
the  same  schools ;  but  this  could  only  come 
about  after  some  time.  He  believed,  however, 
that  the  time  was  coming  when  the  Natives 
and  Europeans  would  be  brought  together.  In 
the  meantime,  this  was  a  move  in  the  right 
direction :  that  the  children  of  the  Native 
schools  must  attend  and  receive  education 
when  the  means  were  placed  at  their  disposal. 
.   Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  flv» 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  2Sth  September,  189i. 


Bills  disclmrgoa— Railway  Charges  on  Fruit,  &e. — 
Workers' UnionB—Pobangina  Boad  Boai-fl— Kirl- 
kiri  Telephone  — Chinese  Premises  — Civil  Ser- 
vants —  Turangarere-Ohingaiti  Koad  —  Awaroa 
Burvey  District — Maintenance-mea  on  Hallways 
— liaundries,  &c. — Frozen-meat  Carriage  on  Hall- 
ways— North  Island  Trunk  Kailway — Customs 
Bevenue— Lime  Freight  on  Railways — Exodus  to 
Australia — Stealing  Flowera  from  the  Ceniotory 
— Correspondence  with  Judge  Bartoa— Educa- 
tion Endowments  — Tariff  Committee  —  Lands 
Improvement  and  Native  Lauds  Acnuisitiou  Bill 
— Gtovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Fbayebs. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  Adul- 
teration Prevention  Bill,  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 
Bill,  Lunatics  Bill  (No.  1),  Chattels  Transfer 
Bill,  Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  Unclaimed  Land  Bill, 
Eight  Hours  Bill,  Poisons  Importation  and 
Carriage  Bill,  Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
Electoral  Bill,  Commissioners'  Powers  Bill, 
Distress  for  Rent  Abolition  Bill,  Pawnbrokers 
Bill,  Sale  of  Beer,  Wine,  and  Spirituous 
Liquors  at  Bellamy's  Prohibition  Bill,  Juries 
Bill,  Second  -  hand  Dealers  Licensing  Bill, 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  Phar- 
macy Bill,  Town  Districts  Bill,  Coroners'  In- 
quests Bill,  Threshing-machine  Owners'  Lien 
Bill,  Guaranteed  Banks  Amalgamation  Pro- 
hibition Bill,  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid 
Boards  Special  Empowering  Bill,  Cemeteries 
Act  Amendment  (Cremation)  Bill,  Fire-bri- 
gades Bill,  Teachers'  Court  of  Appeal  Bill, 
Criminal  Code  Bill  (No.  8),  Contagious  Diseases. 
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Act  1869  Repeal  Bill,  Shipping  and  Seamen 
and  Marine  Engineers  BiU,  Property  Law  Con- 
fiolidation  Bill. 

RAILWAY  CHARGES  ON  FRUIT,  ETC. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON,  it 
was  ordered,  That  a  return  (if  obtainable)  be 
laid  before  this  House  giviQg  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  charges  on  our  railways  for 
the  carriage  of  fruit  and  Agricultural  and  dairy 
products  for  long  distances— say,  from  ten  to 
a  hundred  miles — with  the  charges  for  the 
-same  class  of  goods  on  the  Australian  lail- 
wavs. 

WORKERS'  UNIONS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Government, — 
(1.)  Whether  workers'  unions  come  under  the 
provisions  of  "  The  Mining  Act,  1891,"  in  the 
same  way  as  mining  associations,  County  Coun- 
cils, and  Road  Boards  ?  (2.)  If  not,  what  steps 
are  required  to  be  taken  to  effect  this?  He 
hod  been  asked  by  the  secretary  of  a  workers' 
onion  to  put  this  question.  Some  months  ago 
an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Government 
Qazette  under  which.  County  Councils  and  other 
authorities  could  come  under  the  Mining  Act. 
A  number  of  the  members  of  this  union  who 
resided  in  the  Waikaia  district  were  very  de- 
sirous to  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  term  "workers' 
anions  "  was  not  known,  but  there  was  nothing 
to  prevent  any  number  of  persons  from  com- 
bining together  to  form  a  mining  association,  if 
they  desired  to  take  advantage  of  the  regulations 
nndar  "The  Mining  Act,  1891,"  for  granting 
«id  towards  prospecting.  The  first  thing  to  be 
done  was  for  the  local  body  to  pass  a  resol  ution 
adopting  the  regulations.  Then  it  was  iqi  these 
{Mrsons,  jointly  and  separately,  to  apply  to  be 
treated  as  a  prospecting  association  and  as  a 
party  for  prospecting  purposes.  Then,  when 
the  local  body  gave  them  assistance,  the 
Government  had  also  regulations  to  provide 
the  pound  for  pound  and  its  distribution. 

POHANGINA  ROAD  BOARD. 

Mr.  PIKANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,. 
Why  deferred  "  thirds "  are  not  handed  over 
to  the  Fohangina  Road  Board  in  respect  to 
the  endowments  disposed  of  by  the  Wanganui 
Harbour  Board,  and  which  ore  not  specially 
exempted  by  law  from  such  payment  ?  He 
would  like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  that  under  "  The  Wanganui  Harbour 
Endowment  and  Borrowing  Act,  1877,"  it  was 
enacted  that  these  lands  must  be  disposed  of 
in  like  manner  to  other  waste  lands  within  the 
district.  Under  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  the 
game  year  this  clause  was  enacted : — 

"  59.  One-third  of  the  price  of  any  block  of 
land  disposed  of  under  this  Part  of  this  Act 
shall  be  handed  over  to  the  County  Council  or 
Road  Board  of  the  district  within  which  such 
land  is  situated,  to  be  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  within,  or  to  open  up,  the 
block  for  the  bcnefic  of  the  selectors.  And  the 
payments  made  by  the  selectors  shall  from  time 
to  time,  until  the  amount  of  such  one-third  be 
leached,  be  paid  over  to  such  County  Council 


or  Road  Board,  as  the  case  may  be.  The 
plans  of  proposed  roads  shall  in  all  cases  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Waste  Lands  Boaid 
of  the  district." 

An  almost  exactly  similar  clause  wsis  enacted 
in  the  Land  Acts  of  1885  and  1892;  and  in 
"The  Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Endowment 
Sale  Act,  1892,"  an  exception  was  made  with 
regard  to  the  lands  disposed  of  for  a  special 
settlement  under  that  Act.  Not  a  single  penny 
of  the  thirds  had  been  paid  over  to  the  local 
body.  The  Board  in  question — the  Harbour 
Board — had  certainly  spent  some  money  in 
making  roads,  but  not  in  any  way  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  he  would  like  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  explain  why  the  Receiyer 
of  Land  Revenue  had  not  acted  in  a  similar 
manner  in  this  case  to  what  he  had  done  in 
connection  with  other  Crown  lands. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  afraid  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman's  view  of  the  matter  was  not 
correct :  at  least,  according  to  the  information 
he  had  received  it  appeared  that  section  4  of 
the  Wanganui  Harbour  Endowment  Act,  under 
which  most  of  the  Wanganui  Harbour  endowi- 
ment  was  disposed  of,  provided  that  after  de- 
ducting the  cost  of  survey  only  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  should  be  paid  to  the  Wanganui  Har- 
bour Board  Fund ;  and  section  8  of  "  The  Wa- 
nganui Harbour  Endowment  Sale  Act,  1892," 
specially  exempted  the  block  taken  up  by  the 
special-settlement  association  from  ttie  pay- 
ment of  "  thirds."  That  was  the  information 
he  had  from  the  department  on  the  subject, 
and,  if  the  statement  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  were  correct,  then  this  mast 
be  wrong.  However,  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  comparing  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  with  that  of  the  department, 
and  see  which  was  right  and  which  was 
wrong. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  ask,  further,  did 
not  the  Minister  think,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
exempt  certain  portions  of  land  under  "  The 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Sale 
Act,  1892,"  from  payment  of  these  thirds,  that 
proved  his  contention,  and  therefore  there  mast 
be  some  obligation  to  pay  these  "thirds"  on 
the  other  lands  ?  or  why  exempt  one  portion  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  not  for  him 
to  judge.  There  was  an  officer  who  had  to 
decide  whether  the  "  thirds  "  should  be  paid  or 
not.  It  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  but  that  officer  interpreted  the  law. 
Of  course  he  could  not  say  that  the  officer  was 
wrong,  but  he  would  look  the  subject  up. 

KIRIKIRI  TELEPHONE. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  establish  a  telephone  at 
Kirikiri,  on  the  Main  North  Road,  in  the  Bay 
of  Islands?  His  reason  for  asking  this  was 
that  in  the  district  of  Kirikiri,  situated  on  the 
Main  North  Road  towards  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
there  was  a  store  which  was  a  calling-place 
for  a  great  number  of  commercial  travellers. 
This  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  from  the 
nearest  telegraph-station,  and  the  telegraph-line 
was  running  right  past  the  place  within  a  few 
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ehams  of  the  store.  It  wonld  be  a  great  oon- 
lenieoee  to  have  a  telephone  -  station  there. 
Ihae  ware  a  large  number  of  people  employed 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  was  neoessary 
that  thej  should  have  the  latest  information 
possible  from  the  large  oentres.  He  hoped  the 
kinistet  would  see  his  way  to  give  the  settlers 
this  assistance.  He  had  had  the  pleasure  of 
handing  in  a  petition  on  the  subjeot  a  few  days 
ago. 

Mi.  ward  might  say  he  was  advised  that 
the  estimated  revenue  was  £12  per  annum,  and 
the  estimated  deficit  £22  per  anntun.  To  open 
this  office  would  cost  £200,  and  the  difficulty 
ms,  the  report  stated,  that  there  was  no  likeli- 
hood of  the  revenue  increasing.  If  the  resi- 
dents were  very  anxious  to  have  the  line,  and 
vonld  pay  a  reasonable  subsidy,  the  matter 
could  be  considered.  The  amount  that  would 
be  required  would  be  about  £80. 

CHINESE  PREMISES. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Premier,  Will  the 
Government  issue  instructions  to  have  the 
premises  owned  and  occupied  by  Chinese  more 
•fiicieDtly  inspected,  that  the  public  may  be 
lafeguarded  from  the  overcrowded  and  insani- 
tary conditions  wliich  now  menace  the  general 
health  of  oar  large  cities  ?  He  would  scarcely 
have  made  the  matter  of  this  question  a  subject 
to  bnng  before  the  House  had  he  not  felt  that 
it  was  of  very  considerable  importance.  He 
might  say  that  since  it  had  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper  he  had  received  communications 
both  from  Ghristchurch  and  Wellington,  dis- 
tinctly proving  that  there  was  great  necessity 
&r  attention  to  be  called  specifically  to  this 
matter.  It  was  well  known  that  the  manner 
in  which  Chinese  herded  together  in  premises 
totally  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  their 
manner  and  mode  of  life,  were  such  as  really  to 
•eiioosiy  menace  the  heaJth  of  any  community 
amongst  whom  they  might  reside.  He  hoped 
the  Hoose  would  receive  an  assurance  that  the 
attention  of  the  proper  authorities  would  be 
called  to  the  matter,  so  that  the  evil  spoken  of 
might  be  redressed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  power  given 
to  the  Government  to  moke  the  inspection  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned. 
The  premises  occupied  by  the  Chinese  would 
not,  of  course,  come  under  the  factory  laws, 
and  he  did  not  know  there  was  any  law  they 
would  come  under  except  the  municipal  law. 
Under  the  mtmicipal  law  the  local  authorities 
had  power  to  make  an  inspection ;  and  he 
would  send  a  copy  of  the  question  and  of  the 
honourable  member's  remarks  upon  it  to  the 
local  authorities  in  Wellington,  Christohuroh, 
Aoekland,  and  Danedin,  and  ask  them  cour- 
ttooaly  to  make  inquiries  and  to  attend  to  the 
matter.  He  himself  thought  it  was  a  question 
that  should  be  looked  to,  and  looked  to  at  once. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will  oon- 
(iderttie  desirability  of  amending  the  conditions 
Under  which  the  youth  of  the  colony  are  ad- 
mitted to  the  CinI  Service,  so  that  yonug  per- 


sons who  have  passed  the  whole  of  the  standards 
in  the  public  schools,  and  who  are  sufficiently 
educated  for  the  duties  which  they  will  be  ex- 
pected to  discharge,  may  not  be  precluded  from 
receiving  employment  in  the  departments  of  the  ' 
State  ?  He  might  say  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  to  the  youth  of  New  Zealand  that,  whether 
they  belonged  to  the  town  or  the  country,  they 
should  have  an  equal  opportunity  of  entering 
the  public  service  of  the  colony.  If  the  exami- 
nation for  the  Civil  Service  was  unnecessarily 
severe,  soma  attention  ought  to  be  devoted  to 
it.  If  the  curriculum  of  the  publio  schools  was 
not  sufficient  to  fit  a  youth  to  pass  the  entrancft 
examination  for  the  Civil  Service,  either  that 
examination  should  be  reduced  or  the  curricu- 
lum of  the  schools  should  be  raised.  He  con- 
sidered that,  with  regard  to  obtaining  employ- 
ment in  the  departments  of  the  State,  the  child 
of  the  country  settler  and  the  child  of  the  city 
merchant  should  be  placed  on  fair  and  equfd 
terms. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  Civil  Service  .\ct  was  somewhat 
defective  as  regarded  the  admittance  of  cadets, 
and  an  expression  of  opinion,  he  thought,  had 
been  given  by  the  House  as  to  the  direction 
which  reform  should  take.  He  questioned 
very  much  whether  this  session  he  would  b&  • 
able  to  bring  down  a  measure  dealing  with  it ; 
but  at  OS  early  a  date  as  possible  next  session 
he  would  be  prepared  to  submit  proposals 
which  would  widen  the  scope  for  admittance 
into  the  Civil  Service.  He  thought  the  Service 
should  be  open  to  youths  of  the  whole  colony, 
instead  of  the  advantages  being  given  to  those 
youths  whose  parents  could  afford  to  pay  for 
private  tuition.  He  thought  every  district  in 
the  colony  should  have  a  chance,  but  whether 
such  districts  should  be  the  education  districts 
or  the  provincial  districts  he  could  not  quite 
say. 

SirR.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  raising  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  only  indicating  the  way 
in  which  there  might  be  an  amendment,  by 
taking  the  youths  from  the  head  of  the  lists  of 
the  respective  districts  he  had  named.  He 
thought  there  was  room  for  reform. 

TURANGARERE-OHINGAITI  ROAD. 
Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  place  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  on  the  public-works 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
metalling  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Road  between  Turangarere  and  Ohingaiti  ?  He 
did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he  re- 
ferred to  only  the  portion  of  the  road  that  had 
not  been  metalled;  it  was  the  portions  that 
had  already  been  partially  metalled.  Many 
portions  of  the  road  had  been  insufficiently 
metalled,  and  the  consequence  was  that  th» 
drays  had  cut  it  up  during  the  present  winter; 
and,  if  the  work  were  not  attended  to,  next 
summer  the  rood  wonld  become  absolutely 
impassable.  During  the  next  twelve  montha 
there  would  bo  a  great  deal  of  heavy  traffic  in 
this  direction,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would 
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eee  his  way  to  prevenl;  this  ro&d  from  getting 
in  trhe  eame  position  as  the  one  running  from 
Birmingham  to  Pemberton. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  in  a  few  days 
the  Public  Works  Statement  would  be  brought 
down,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
then  be  informed  as  to  the  various  sums  of 
money  that  would  be  provided  for  roads.  The 
honoiirabie  gentleman  could  not  expect  him  to 
.anticipate  that  document. 

AWAROA  SURVEY  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
any  portion  of  the  £500  voted  to  open  land 
for  settlement  in  the  Awaroa  Survey  District, 
Raglan  County,  remains  unexpended;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  permit  it  to  be  expended  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  the  Settlers'  Thirds 
•Committee  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  out  of  the  sum 
of  £500  voted  last  year  for  these  local  roads 
there  remained  unexpended  about  £50.  The 
other  portion  of  the  vote  was  expended  through 
the  Chief  Surveyor  at  Auckland.  There  was 
DO  provision  in  law  which  would  permit  the 
balance  of  the  vote  to  be  expended  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  local  body  mentioned. 
The  Government  was  only  authorised  to  expend 
Totes  of  Parliament  through  local  authorities. 
As  to  what  money  was  left,  ho  would  give  instruc- 
tions with  regard  to  it  to  the  Chief  Surveyor. 

MAINTENANCE-MEN  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier, 
If  he  will  bring  under  the  notice  of  tho  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  with  a  view  to  provide  a 
remedy,  the  long  hours  of  the  maintenance- 
men  on  the  railways,  these  hours  occasionally 
extending  to  twelve  and  rarely  to  less  than  ten 
hours  a  day;  and,  in  connection  with  these 
hours,  will  he  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  rule  which  states  that  if  men 
have  to  work  more  than  ten  hours  they  shall, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Inspector,  be  paid 
overtime — a  rule  which  has  become  practically 
obsolete  7  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Pre- 
mier had  had  any  communications  with  the 
Railway  Commissioners  on  this  subject,  but,  if 
he  had,  no  doubt  such  communications  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  the  usual  formula  upon 
the  subject,  which  might  mean  anything,  but 
yet  meant  absolutely  nothing.  He  submitted 
the  maintenance-men  were  really  deserving  of 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  House.  They 
worked  away  from  home,  and  were  deprived 
almost  entirely  of  social  intercourse  with  their 
families.  They  left  their  homes  early  in  the 
morning,  and  they  did  not  get  back  until  late 
at  night ;  in  many  cases  occupying  ten  hours 
a  day.  He  thought  the  fact  of  there  being  so 
few  accidents  indicated  a  vigilance  deserving 
of  great  credit,  and  he  hoped  the  Premier 
would  interest  himself  in  the  matter,  and  that 
some  consideration  would  be  shown  to  these 
men. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Railway 

Commissioners    was   that  the    working-hours 

of  the  maintenance-men  were  fixed  at  eight 

par  day,  or  forty-eight  hours  per  week  of  six 

Mr.  Stevena 


wo^ag-dikys.  The  ordinary  working-time  wm 
from  eight  to  fire.  There  was  no  rule  whioh 
provided  for  working  np  to  ten  hoars  befom 
overtime  was  paid,  and  never  bad  been  one. 
Overtime  was  paid  under  certain  raguIaMons 
for  work  in  excess  of  eight  hours  a  day.  That 
was  the  reply  of  the  Commissioners,  and  if 
it  was  incorrect  he  regretted  that  the  Com- 
missioners had  given  a'misleading  reply.  Pro- 
bably the  information  the  honourable  member 
had  received  was  hot  in  accordance  with  what 
was  stated  in  the  reply  of  the  Commissioners ; 
but  there  might  be  some  explanation  of  that. 
The  Government  could  only  say  that  the  reply 
was  in  accord  with  the  Commissioners'  deter- 
mination with  regard  to  the  eight-hour  system, 
and  on  the  payment  of  overtime  when  the  men 
worked  over  eight  hours  a  day. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  thought  if  tho  Premier 
would  moke  inquiry  in  some  other  form,  not 
through  the  Railway  Commissioners  themselves 
— supposing  he  sent  some  one  to  Aramoho  to 
make  inquiries  from  the  men  themselves — he 
would  hear  a  different  story. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  any  information,  which,  of  eonise, 
would  be  confidential,  he  would  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  consult  with  him,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  such  information  was  credible  or  other- 
wise. 

LAUNDRIES,  ETC. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  Whether  the  Government  will  place 
all  laundries  and  other  institutious  which  are 
partially  supported  by  grants  of  public  moneys 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  ?  He 
wished  to  bring  before  the  House  the  fact  that 
certain  laundries  and  other  businesses  that 
received  help  by  way  of  grants  of  public  money 
were  entering  into  competition  with  ontsiide 
people.  Tho  particular  institution  he  referred 
to  was  the  Mount  Magdala  laundry,  neai 
Christchnrch.  That  institution  had  received  a 
grant-in-aid,  and  it  entered  into  competition 
with  outside  laundries.  The  consequence  was 
that  a  number  of  indigent  people  were  hindered 
from  supplementing  their  limited  income,  or, 
indeed,  from  making  a  living  at  all,  on  account 
of  the  low  charge  for  work  done  in  that  laundry. 
In  addition  to  that,  there  waa  a  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  institutions  referred  to  came  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  and  if  that 
was  correct  he  hoped  the  Minister  of  Liaboor 
would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  bring  the  insti- 
tution under  the  Factories  Act. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  ho  would  obtain  a  legal 
opinion  as  to  whether  such  institutions  did  not 
come  under  the  Factories  Act  already.  With 
regard  to  what  bad  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member,  he  need  scarcely  remind  him  that 
there  was  no  Factories  Act  regulating  prices 
charged  for  washing. 

FROZEN-MEAT  CARRIAGE  ON 
RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL   asked   the  Govern- 
ment,   Will    they,   in    view  of    the  probable 
rapid  increase  during  the  coming  season  of  the 
frozen-meat  export  trade,  request  the  Railway 
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GommUsioaen  to  vaavA,  say,  twenty  of  the 
grain-traeka  into  lefriger&ted  cars  for  the  con- 
Teyanea  of  fioian  meat  on  the  Humnui-Blufi 
line ;  or  will  they  place  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  sneh  a  sam  as  may  be  necessary  to 
convert  the  said  tracks,  estimated  at  about 
£1,GG0?  He  would  like  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  small  price  of  grain 
in  recent  years,  there  was  an  immense  num- 
ber of  trucks  soitable  for  carrying  grain  now 
rendered  almost  entirely  useless,  while  the 
frOEen-meat  trade  was  likely  to  be  very  much 
larfer  than  in  previous  years.  Both  the  Christ- 
eharcfa  companies  —  the  Ohristchurch  Meat 
Company  and  the  Canterbury  Frozen  -  meat 
Company — had  already  booked  a  large  number 
of  sheep,  and  it  was  an  assured  fact  that  at 
present  there  was  no  margin  over  and  above 
the  actual  requirements  of  the  trade  on  the 
Haranni-BlnS  line.  It  had  been  stated  offi- 
cially by  the  Commissioners  that  it  would  take 
iEl,600  to  convert  twenty  grain -trucks  into 
tmeks  soitable  for  the  carriage  of  frozen  meat, 
•nd  it  was  most  important  that  the  work 
shonid  be  put  in  hand  at  once.  He  believed  the 
Commissioners  objected  to  take  this  amount 
<mt  of  revenue,  and  if  that  was  the  case  it 
Appeared  to  him  it  was  a  most  short-sighted 
policy  that  what  was  the  greatest  industry  in 
the  colony  next  to  the  wool  industry  should  be 
in  any  way  handicapped  by  a  shortage  of  trucks 
during  the  coining  season.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
▼emment  would  give  an  assurance  that  the 
matter  would  bo  attended  to,  as  the  Commis- 
•ionerB,  he  regretted  to  say,  had  been  very 
nlnetant  in  connection  with  it.  That  was  his 
czpenence  of  them,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment wonid  bring  down  the  amount  necessary 
to  bave  these  tracks  converted  at  onoe. 

Ur.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
missionets  waa  to  the  effect  that  if  the  funds' 
for  which  they  had  applied  to  the  Government 
were  provided  they  would  probably  be  able  to 
meet  the  request.  As  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated,  the  sam  of  £1,600  was  re- 
tailed for  the  purpose,  and  the  Government 
admitted  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  further- 
ing this  industry;  and,  considering  the  sum 
mentioned  would  meet  the  emergency,  the 
Government  would,  if  requested  by  the  Railway 
Commisaioners,  make  provision  for  the  amount. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  be  will  this  session  introduce  a  Bill 
to  aatboiise  the  refund  to  the  North  Island 
Slain  Trunk  Loan  of  the  amount  now  owing  to 
that  fund  for  moneys  taken  from  it  for  the 
pnrchooe  of  Native  land,  under  the  provisions 
ii  the  North  Island  Main  Tnmk  Railway  Loan 
Aj^Iioation  Act  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKEMZIB  said  this  question  was  a 
wry  simple  one,  bat  it  involved  the  sum  of 
£220,000.  This  sum  was  taken  out  of  the 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  for  the  purposes  of 
purehasiog  Native  land  along  the  line  of  rail- 
'•ray.  and  it  could  only  be  replaced  by  passing 
An  Act  to  provide  money  for  the  purpose.  He 
•ate  that  the  honourable  gentleman  op- 


posite had  a  horror  of  borrowing,  and  would 
not  be  prepared  to  support  a  Bill  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  would  not  shock  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  judge  himself  in  the  matter, 
because  he  (Mr.  McKanzio)  would  certainly  be 
very  much  shocked  if  the  Government  proposed 
to  borrow  £220,000  for  that  purpose.  It  would 
not  do  to  take  the  amount  out  of  the  sum  of 
£250,000  provided  under  the  Bill  passed  this 
session,  because  it  would  leave  only  the  sum  of 
£30,000,  and  the  Government  required  a  great 
deal  more  than  that.  The  proceeds  accruing 
out  of  this  loan  were  set  aside  as  an  endowment 
for  the  railway,  Euid  could  not  be  dealt  with  in 
any  other  way  than  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  "The  Land  Act,  1892."  He  was 
sorry  he  could  not  promise  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  Government  would  pass 
a  loan  Bill  through  this  session. 

CUSTOMS  REVENUE. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Why  the  following  motion  is  opposed : 
"  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  giv- 
ing tlie  amount  collected  for  Customs  revenue 
during  the  month  of  August  last,  together 
with  the  amount  collected  for  Customs  revenue 
during  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year  "7 
He  noticed  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal 
of  Labour  that  the  custom  previously  followed 
for  one  or  two  months  in  that  journal  of  giving 
the  Customs  returns  for  the  preceding  month 
had  been  discontinued. 

Mr.  WAHO  said  the  answer  was  a  similar 
one  to  that  ho  had  given  on  a  former  occasion 
this  session.  The  Government  entertained 
the  opinion  that  it  was  desirable  that  this  in- 
formation should  be  published  quarterly,  not 
monthly. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  given  every  week 
in  Sydney. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  did  many  stupid  things 
there. 

LIME  FREIGHT  ON  RAILWAYS, 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  is 
aware  that  a  request,  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  farmers  in  and  around  the  districts  of  Brace, 
Olutha,  and  Tuapeka,  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  flailway  Commissioners,  asking  that  a  con- 
siderable reduction  be  mode  in  the  rate  for  the 
carriage  of  lime?  What  reply  have  the  Com- 
missioners given  to  this  request?  Will  the 
Premier,  if  the  reply  is  not  favourable,  ask  the 
Commissioners  to  again  consider  the  matter? 
Will  the  Premier,  if  he  should  take  control  of 
the  railways,  give  encouragement  to  the  farm- 
ing industry  by  complying  with  the  request? 
He  had  been  asked  by  many  farmers  to  ask  for 
this  concession  in  the  freight  of  lime.  It  wag 
a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
farmers,  and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer. 

Mr.   SEDDON  said  the   reply  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  as  follows : — 
"The  Commissioners  have  the  petitions  t8> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


366 


Exodus  to 


[HOUSE.] 


Australia. 


[Sept. 25 


f erred  to  ander  oonaider&tion,  but,  as  the 
majority  of  those  seeking  the  reduotioa  are 
vritbiu  the  radius  of  twelve  miles,  for  which  the 
<^rge  for  conveyance  of  lime  is  only  Is.  9d. 
a  ton,  the  request  does  not  seem  reasonable. 
The  charges  to  stations  in  the  districts  men- 
tioned outside  this  limit  cure  exceedingly  low, 
and  will  not  admit  of  reduction  without  loss." 

.  on         He  had  told  the  honourable  member, 

'''"^'  the  House,  and  the  country  that  the 
carrying  of  lime  and  manure  at  very  low  rates 
more  than  repaid  the  cost  by  the  increased 
production.  The  Commissioners  had  control 
of  the  railways,  and,  as  they  had  said  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  it  would  be 
unfair  to  judge  what  course  they  would  take. 
The  rate  named  by  the  Commissioners  seemed 
to  him  to  be  reasonable,  but  whether  more 
oould  be  done  in  this  matter  was  a  question 
for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  answered  the  last  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  him  to  be  Minister  of  Bailways. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Who  will  be? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  very  hard  to  say, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  the  member 
for  Wellington  Suburbs.  However,  this  would 
be  a  matter  for  consideration  when  the  Govern- 
ment assumed  control.  It  would  be  very  much 
out  of  place  for  him  now  to  be  pledging  the 
Government  as  to  what  they  would  do.  They 
bad  not  got  control  yet.  They  must  take 
everything  into  consideration.  They  must  con- 
sider the  condition  of  the  colony's  finance,  and 
other  matters  must  be  considered.  He  had 
told  the  honourable  gentleman  the  views  which 
the  Government  held  on  the  matter  —  that 
every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  tbe 
carriage  of  lime  and  manure — that  they  should 
be  carried  at  the  lowest  possible  rates.  Further 
than  that  he  could  not  go  at  present. 

EXODUS  TO  AUSTRALIA. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
is  aware  that  amongst  the  nine  hundred  pas- 
sengers who  are  reported  to  have  lefc  Auckland 
for  Sydney  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  there 
was  a  large  proportion  of  desirable  colonists 
with  capital;  and  whether  this  increasing 
exodus  to  Australia  has  received  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  if  they  are  now 
about  to  take  any  steps  to  endeavour  to 
induce  the  people  to  remain  in  New  Zea- 
land? Seeing  tbe  great  interest  which  the 
Premier  took  in  bygone  years  in  reterence  to 
an  exodus  of  population  which  then  occurred, 
he  had  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  glad  to  see  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  By  the  ruturns  he  noticed  that  for 
four  months  prior  to  September  the  departures 
were  at  the  rate  of  5,550  a  year.  He  thought 
that  was  an  indication  that  attention  to  this 
subject  by  the  Government  was  required.  He 
was  informed  from  banking  quarters  that  a 
number  of  these  emigrants  were  taking  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  capital  with  them,  which 
proved  that  those  people  who  were  leaving 
ifr.  Seddon 


wore  people  whom  it  was  desirable  to  letun 
in  the  country,  and,  by  taking  their  capital 
away,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  return.  He 
would  read  extracts  from  a  letter  handed  to  him 
on  the  subject.  The  letter  was  dated  "  Kings- 
land,  Auckland,  25th  August,  1894,"  and  said, — 

"  We  are  moving  again,  this  time  to  Sydney ; 
leaving  Auckland  by  the  '  Tasmania '  on  the 
18th  of  next  month.  I  think  it  was  in  January 
last  that  I  went  to  Gisbome,  and  used  your 
letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  S— — .  .  .  I  liked 
what  I  saw  of  Poverty  Bay,  and  but  a  few 
weeks  ago  had  almost  decided  to  go  there  to 
take  up  land  for  my  two  sons.  The  new  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  to  borrow,  and  this 
general  interference  with  everything,  qnite 
decided  me  to  invest  no  more  money  in  New 
Zealand." 

The  writer  went  on  to  explain  that  he  was 
about  leaving — and  he  did,  in  fact,  leave — the 
colony  by  the  steamer  mentioned.  He  thought 
that  this  question  deserved  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  because  such  a  large  exodus  of 
most  desirable  people  was  weakening  the  colony, 
which  was  losing  the  very  class  of  people  who 
alone  oould  carry  on  the  real  work  of  settle- 
ment. He  trusted  the  Minister  would  be  able 
to  give  snch  an  answer  as  would  give  en- 
couragement, which  to  some  extent  might  tend 
to  stay  this  exodus. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
did  not  state  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who 
signed  the  letter,  but  tbe  colony  was  well  rid  of 
such  a  man.  Probably  the  writer  stopped  in 
the  colony  in  the  flourishing  days,  when  vast 
sums  of  money  were  being  spent  on  public 
works.  He  had  had  the  benefit  of  the  nneamed 
increment,  and  had  probably  made  a  large 
sum  of  money;  and  now  that  he  had  to  bear 
his  fair  share  of  the  taxation,  and  do  his 
duty  as  a  good  colonist,  he  took  the  first  ship 
for  other  colonies.  Those  colonies  were  wel- 
come to  suoh  colonists,  and  we  did  not  regret 
the  loss  of  such  men.  He  would  read  the 
substance  of  a  telegram  which  he  had  received 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  admitted  that  some 
nine  hundred  men  left,  most  of  them  being 
for  New  South  Wales  en  route  for  the  Gool- 
gardie  diggings.  It  was  stated  that  the  gold- 
fever  was  strong.  It  was  generally  admitted 
that  a  man  going  to  Coolgardie  would  require 
about  £20  for  the  journey,  and  £10  when  he 
got  there  :  any  prudent  men  would  want  £10  on 
their  arrival ;  on  the  other  hand,  many  would 
go  if  they  could  only  manage  to  arrive  there. 
Amongst  the  passengers  there  were  all  classes. 
For  instance,  there  were  solicitors.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  much  to  regret  in  that. 
Then,  there  were  clerks.  Well,  he  thought  we 
had  a  goodly  number  of  clerks  in  this  colony. 
Then,  there  were  tradesmen,  labourers,  and 
speculators.  There  was  no  doubt  that  many 
of  those  men  had  gone  on  "  spec."  to  see  the 
place,  and  to  stop  or  return  just  as  inducement 
offered.  To  this  was  added  the  enticement  of 
the  cheap  trip.  The  fares  at  the  present  time 
on  board  the  cteamers  were  so  low  that  really 
any  one  who  was  at  all  tempted  to  take  a 
change  of  air  was  induced  to  take  suoh  a  trip^ 
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Hum  waa  no  doabt  whatever  that  these  low 
lues  were  doing  a  great  deal  of  hu:m  to  the 
eolony.  Theydistarbed  people  and  caused  them 
to  b«  on  the  moye.  As  one  who  had  been  on 
the  goldfields  for  the  last  thirty  years,  he 
might  say  that  when  he  read  of  Goolgardie 
heoegan  to  feel  a  little  nneasy  himself.  One 
eould  not  help  it.  At  the  same  time  this  matter 
naeded  to  be  treated  seriously.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  liked  to  see  our  people  going 
amy  and  no  effort  being  made  to  keep  them. 
Mombers  of  persons  were  leaving  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  gam.  And  settle- 
ment had  been  retarded  in  the  l^orth :  that 
mif^t  have  had  something  to  do  with  a  num- 
ber of  theie  men  going  away.  If  the  amounts 
iriiieh  the  Oovemment  auced  Parliament  to 
vote  were  granted,  they  would  put  road-making 
in  hand,  and  endeavour  to  place  people  on  the 
land,  and  by  doing  that  they  would  probably 
{xeTsnt  others  from  going  away.  He  might 
point  out  that  the  colony  lost  some  fourteen 
tbonsand  people  in  three  years — from  1887  to 
1890— and  he  would  undertake  to  say  that  it 
would  not  be  the  fault  of  the  present  (Govern- 
ment if  anything  like  that  happened  again. 
They  would  do  their  best  to  retain  the  popula- 
tion in  the  colony,  and  make  the  people  pro- 
•perena,  contented,  and  happy. 

STEALING  PliOWBBS  FBOM  THE 
CEMETERY. 

Ml.  DUTHIB  asked  the  Acting  Minister  of 
Joitice,  Whether  there  were  any  undisclosed 
aiiconuiances,  beyond  those  reported  in  the 
Stw  Zuland  Tima  of  the  19th  instant,  that 
{utifled  the  apparently  excessive  sentence  of 
a  fine  of  £5  passed  on  one  Mary  Harris  for 
dealing  a  flower  in  the  public  cemetery ;  and 
whether,  if  there  are  no  such  circumstances, 
die  Minister  will  remit  or  materially  reduce 
tte  fine?  He  might  explain  that  the  cemeteir 
waa  Tested  in  the  City  Gounoil.  The  authon- 
tiei  wiihed  to  withdraw  the  case.  The  Magis- 
tute,  however,  insisted  that  the  person  should 
k  broDght  up,  and  then  he  inflicted  on  her 
«fcat  seemed  to  be  a  very  excessive  fino. 
SSi  attention  having  been  drawn  to  the  mat- 
te, he  wrote  to  the  Town  Clerk,  who,  in  his 
npiy,  stated  that  Mrs.  Harris  seemed  to  be  a 
ns{«otable  woman,  and  earned  her  living  by 
wihing  and  odd  work,  and  to  be  very  poor,  so 
iar  as  he  oould  judge ;  and  that  she  was  not  the 
^Jitematic  flower-stealer  that  the  authorities 
*«i»ted  to  catch.  He  (Mr.  Dothie)  might  poin  t 
ont  that  to  fine  a  washerwoman  £5  who  earned 
Us.  a  week,  and  to  make  her  pay  the  costs, 
•cold  result  in  this :  that  it  would  take  one- 
thiid  of  her  income  for  six  months.  He  thought 
fba  House  would  agree  that  under  the  oircum- 
■tances  inch  a  large  fine  partook  somewhat  of 
•raelty.  However,  he  would  be  glad  to  hear 
Mne  jastification  for  the  Magistrate's  action 
■  therewerecircumstancesto  justify  it ;  other- 
viae  he  trqsted  the  Minister  would  consider 
%t  matter,  and  grant  some  remission  of  the 
tn*. 

Hi.  beeves  said  until  he  read  the  report 
<l  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  he  took  the  same 
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-view  of  the  oekse  as  the  honourable  gentleman. 
But  he  had  in  his  possession  a  lengthy  report 
from  Mr.  Martin,  which  showed  that  this  aot 
was  unfortunately  a  deliberate  one  ;  it  was  not 
an  isolated  one,  nor  was  it  the  result  of  sudden 
temptation  or  impulse.  A  great  deal  of  flower- 
stealing  from  graves  had  been  going  on,  and 
nothing  oould  atop  it  until  this  conviction. 
Since  the  conviction  it  had  suddenly  and  com- 
pletely stopped.  He  was  bound  to  say,  after 
carefully  reading  the  report  of  the  Magistrate, 
that  he  saw  no  reason  for  thinking  that  the 
sentence  was  one  of  undue  harshness.  The 
Magistrate  imposed  one-fourth  of  the  lighter 
of  two  penalties  allowed  by  the  Aot,  and  he 
did  not  press  that  the  fine  should  be  paid  at 
once,  but  allowed  it  to  be  paid  in  weekly  in- 
stalments which  the  woman  herself  said  she 
oould  pay.  He  also  made  no  order  for  im- 
prisonment in  default  of  the  instalments  not 
being  paid,  so  that,  in  the  case  of  default,  a 
special  application  would  have  to  be  made 
before  imprisonment  could  be  inflicted. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
the  Minister  to  say  that  the  woman  had  been 
guilty  of  previous  acts  of  the  same  kind,  or 
that  this  was  not  the  first. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  did  not  say  she  had 
been  guilty  of  any  previous  acts,  or  that  she 
had  been  accused  of  anv  previous  act. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  it  was  not  an  isolated  act. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  Yes ;  it  was  one  of  a 
number  of  thefts  which  had  taken  place  about 
the  same  time. 

COBRESPONDENOE    WITH   JUDGE 
BABTON. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  would  object  to  a  return,  if  moved  for,  to 
complete  the  Judge  Barton  correspondence  up 
to  the  present  date  being  laid  on  the  table? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  it  was  simply  the  cor- 
respondence relative  to  the  Court  business  he 
could  see  no  objection  to  such  a  return. 

EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  this  House 
approves  of  lands  proposed  to  be  reserved  as 
endowments  for  education  (as  set  forth  in  Paper 
No.  182,  laid  upon  the  table  on  the  19th  Sep- 
tember, 1894)  being  permanently  set  aside  as 
endowments  for  education. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

TABIPP  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  debate  upon  it. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — Tell  us  what  it  means. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  simply  meant  that 
there  had  been  evidence  taken  by  the  Tariff 
Committee ;  that  documents  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  which,  of  coarse,  had 
been  sent  to  the  Government  and  were  of  a 
somewhat  confidential  nature.  Of  course,  if 
any  persons  read  through  the  correspondence 
and  minute-book  they  might  probably  get  au 
idea  as  to  what  action  would  be  taken  when 
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Pailiament  vras  called  npon  to  desJ  with  the 
tariff  question.  He  thought,  as  these  docu- 
ments and  the  correspondeiice  were  of  a  some- 
what confidential  nature,  that  it  was  only  fair 
they  should  be  kept  confidential. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  minutes,  evidence,  documents,  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Tariff  Committee  be  ordered  to 
be  treated  as  confidential." — (Mr.  Stddon.) 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  suggest  to  the  Premier 
that  the  resolution  was  quite  unnecessary,  be- 
cause he  understood  that  for  some  weeks  past, 
whenever  a  motion  bad  been  brought  on  for 
extra  duties  on  boots,  shoes,  ironmongery,  et 
cetera,  there  had  always  been  clearances  of 
goods  at  the  Customs  in  all  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  so  there  would  be  nothing  gained  by  this 
motion.    It  was  too  late. 

Captain  KUSSBLL  did  not  say  that  this  was 
not  a  delicate  question,  in  connection  with 
which  the  Government  was  justified  in  pro- 
ceeding cautiously ;  but,  at  the  same  tmie, 
there  were  certain  conditions  as  to  the  reports 
of  Select  Committees  which  must  be  recog- 
nised. It  was  in  the  power  of  any  member  of 
the  House  to  attend  a  Committee  and  hear  the 
proceedings,  and  it  had  generally  been  assumed 
that  the  proceedings  of  a  Select  Committee 
were  for  the  benefit  of  the  House  which  ap- 
pointed that  Committee.  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  motion  proposed  by  the  Premier, 
there  was  a  certain  section  of  members  of  the 
House  who  would  be  familiar  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  on  this  question,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  members  who  had  appointed 
the  Committee  could  not  obtain  that  informa- 
tion. He  would  not  like  it  to  happen  that, 
because  they  did  not  call  attention  to  this 
matter,  a  precedent  should  be  established  in 
the  future  that  the  evidence  taken  by  a  Com- 
mittee and  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  kept  private.  He  was  not 
sure  whether  Mr.  Speaker  should  not  give  his 
ruling  as  to  whether  the  proceedings  of  that 
Committee  were  not  the  property  of  the  House, 
and  whether  the  papers  should  not  be  laid  on 
the  table  under  those  circumstances. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  quite  competent 
for  the  House  to  say  what  was  to  be  done  with 
xegard  to  the  custody  of  the  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings and  evidence,  if  it  should  think  that  it 
was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
that  such  evidence  and  correspondence  should 
not  be  cJlowcd  to  get  abroad. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  he,  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  desired  to  see  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee,  and  he  had  a^ed 
to  be  allowed  to  see  them,  hut  was  met  with  a 
refusal,  on  the  ground  that  they  wore  to  bo  kept 
secret.  He  thought  that  this  was  an  extra- 
ordinary course,  and  he  had  endeavoured  to 
find  some  precedent  for  the  course  suggested 
by  the  Premier,  but  had  not  been  able  to  find 
one.  The  singularity  of  the  proceedings  now 
was  made  more  marked  from  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  bad  stated  that  certain  documents 
which  were  deemed  confidential  had  been  for- 
warded to  the  Government  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 
Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  anderstood  the  Pre- 
mier to  say  that  papers  had  been  sent  to  the 
Government  by  the  Committee  which  the  Go- 
vernment considered  confidential.  Of  conrse 
he  accepted  the  Premier's  assurance  that  it 
was  not  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  explained  that  what  he  did 
say  was  that  a  communication  had  been  sent 
to  the  Government  which  was  of  a  semi-confi- 
dential nature,  and  the  Government  had  givmi 
the  benefit  of  the  choice  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  understood  that  mem- 
bers of  a  Committee  simply  received  a  delega- 
tion of  power  by  the  House  to  inquire  into  a 
subject  and  report.  It  was  the  privilege  of  any 
member  of  the  House  to  attend  at  a  Committee 
sitting,  except  when  the  Committee  happened 
to  be  in  deliberation,  when  members  were 
expected  but  not  bound  to  withdraw.  Mem- 
bers, whether  present  or  not  at  meetings  of  a 
Committee,  expected  to  have  an  opportnnity 
of  perusing  the  proceedings.  He  did  not  at- 
tach much  importance  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Committee  in  question,  but  he  thought  it 
might  be  taken  as  absolutely  correct  that  the 
proceedings  of  that  Committee  were  through- 
out in  the  direction  of  raising  the  tarifi  duties. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  the  Committee  was  in  the  direction 
of  raising  the  tariff  duties,  and  of  turning  oor 
Customs  tariff  into  what  be  might  call  »  pro- 
hibitive tariff. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  are  fishing. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  was  not  at  all  fishing. 
His  information  was  of  the  most  reliable  cha- 
racter. He  felt  convinced  of  that.  The  colony 
should  understand  the  danger  with  which  it 
was  threatened,  and  that  the  Government  had 
taken  the  present  unusual  course  to  keep  the 
proceedings  secret.  That  capped  the  whole 
matter,  and  confirmed  what  had  been  suspected 
to  be  the  intention  of  members  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches — that  this  colony  was  to  be  faced 
with  a  chimge  in  the  tariff  which  would  be 
most  hurtful  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  very  astute ;  there  was  a  great  deal  under- 
lying the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks. 
There  was  a  great  deal  in  the  honourabla 
gentleman's  speech  which,  he  thought,  with- 
out some  reply  from  the  Government  benches, 
might  be  calculated  to  very  seriously  disturb 
the  trade  of  the  colony.  Ho  did  not  know 
whether  that  was  the  intention  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  that  might  certainly  be 
the  effect  his  speech  would  have.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  stated  that  this  Committee  had 
proposed  to  increase  the  tariff,  and  his  state- 
ment was  an  entirely  misleading  one :  in  fact, 
it  was  most  inaccurate.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  this  mode  of  guessing  what  had 
taken  place  at  the  proceedings  of  this  Com- 
mittee a  means  of  creating  an  impression  in 
the  country  that  they  were  going  to  have  a 
prohibitive  tariff,  and  he  thought  that  such  an 
impression  was  not  at  all  desirable.  It  could 
only  be  liable  to  create  a  great  disturbance  in 
trade,  and  possibly  it  would  disturb  the  oidii 
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jiAi^  iiaportation  of  goods  into  this  colony  for 
a  considerable  time  to  come.  If  that  weie  so, 
the  object  of  the  honoarable  gentleman  in  so 
iceqaently  saying  that  the  Customs  levenue 
ms  not  keeping  up  in  the  colony  was  quite 
^pu«nt.  They  now  found  him  explaining  or 
•ehoiog  the  preconceived  idea  for  the  purpose 
of  leading  the  people  to  believe  the  tariff 
Has  going  to  be  seriously  interfered  with.  The 
hosooiable  gentleman  would,  by  first  creating 
a  drop  in  the  revenue,  afterwards  assert  it 
as  a  fact  that  the  low  Customs  revenue  had 
been  dne  to  the  action  of  the  Government ; 
whereas  the  honoarable  gentleman,  by  the 
oonise  he  had  suggested  should  be  followed, 
ironld  be  the  primary  cause  of  it.  Honourable 
members  were  sufficiently  sensible,  he  thought, 
to  know  that  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  the  only 
object  of  the  Goveminent  in  suggesting  that 
the  Committee's  minotes  should  be  kept  con- 
fidential ires  to  prevent  a  disturbance  of  trade. 
There  was  nothing  contained  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Tariff  Committee  which, 
in  the  ordinary  course,  could  not  be  made 
public;  bat,  if  the  suggestions  of  a  Commit- 
tee which  had  gone  into  the  tariff  question 
were  pablished  in  the  colony  and  sent  abroad 
lefore  the  decision  of  the  Honse  and  the 
Goveminent  had  been  arrived  at  in  the  ordi- 
nary coarse,  it  would  tend  to  disturb  the  trade 
of  those  people  interested.  It  was  very  much 
better,  therefore,  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee shoald  be  regarded  as  confidential,  and 
also  the  correspondence  and  minutes.  He  was 
rare  honourable  members  would  do  the  Qovern- 
ment  the  justice  of  admitting  that  in  a  matter  of 
this  sort  honourable  members  would  at  once  be 
taken  into  their  confidence  if  that  course  were 
at  all  necessary.  The  honourable  members 
who  had  attended  the  Tariff  Committee  had 
made  this  snggestion,  and  if  the  Government 
bad  published  the  proceedings  they  would  have 
been  abasing  confidence.  The  only  object  of 
the  motion  was  to  prevent  disturbance  in  trade, 
and  he  was  sure  that  every  honourable  member 
who  was  animated  by  a  desire  to  do  his  best 
fo  the  country  would  agree  that  if  this  mo- 
tion was  not  carried  it  would  not  be  for  the 
lest  interests  of  the  country. 
_  Mr.T.  MACKENZIE  said  they  were  justified 
in  expecting  that  some  action  would  be  taken  by 
the  Government  in  connection  with  the  tariff. 
For  the  last  two  or  three  years  they  haid,  each 
dnancialyear,  a  Statement  which  declared  that 
theywoaldgo  into  this  question,  and  as  regu- 
larly, at  the  close  of  the  session,  that  question 
was  ignored.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
ttid  that  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  were  likely  to  disturb  trade; 
bat  it  was  his  own  action  and  the  action  of 
bis  ofScers  that  was  seriously  disturbing  the 
bade  of  the  colony.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
telegram  from  the  promoter  of  a  certain  in- 
dnstry  in  the  colony  which  stated  that  owing 
to  the  recent  action  of  some  of  the  Customs 
AfKcera,  and  the  imposition  of  tariffs  which 
were  nerer  contemplated,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  shut  down  his  works  and  go  to  some  other 
colony.    This  was  an  industry  of  very  great 


importance  in  the  colony,  but  he  did  not  think 
he  was  justified  in  disclosing  the  contents  of 
the  telegram  just  then  ;  but  he  would  show  it 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  confidence.  It 
was  like  thei  proceedings  of  the  Committee  in 
question ;  it  was  confidential,  and  he  knew  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  ask  that  it 
should  be  disclosed.  However,  what  it  went  to 
show  was  that,  owing  to  the  recent  action  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  officers,  an 
important  industry  in  the  colony  would  have  to 
be  closed  down.  The  honourable  gentleman 
also  wished  the  House  to  understand  that  the 
Government  did  not  contemplate  an  increase 
of  the  duties,  but  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the  words  of 
the  Premier  in  dealing  with  the  tariff.  That 
honourable  gentleman  so  far  forgot  himself 
and  the  interests  of  the  colony  as  to  say  that 
he  would  support  a  duty  of  5s.  per  ton  to  be 
placed  on  coal  imported  into  the  colony.  It 
was  also  known  that  the  Premier  was  in  favour 
of  a  duty  being  placed  on  grain. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  never  said  that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  these  opinions 
were  in  the  air,  and  the  Premier  had  stated  in 
the  House  that  he  would  consider  the  propriety 
of  putting  a  duty  on  grain.  The  majority  of 
the  Committee  consisted  of  Protectionists  :  they 
knew  perfectly  well  what  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  and  of  that  Committee  were. 
There  was  a  feeling  of  unrest  now  existing,  and, 
even  if  the  session  were  prolonged  a  little  far- 
ther, ho  thought  something  should  be  done  to 
amend  the  tariff:  it  would  be  in  the  interest 
of  the  whole  of  our  trade,  and  would  create  a 
feeling  of  tranquillity  which  did  not  at  present 
exist. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  had  stated  when 
the  Committee  was  appointed  that  he  thought 
it  was  a  great  mistake.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  if  they  wished  to  have  a  change 
in  the  Customs  tarUl,  to  bring  down  their  own 
proposals  to  the  House,  and  not  to  send  them  to 
a  Committee.  He  declined  himself  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  because  he 
did  not  think  the  Committee  should  deal  with 
the  matter  at  all.  He  had  heard  from  the 
Treasurer  that  this  matter  would  be  referred  to 
a  Committee ;  and  that  seemed  to  him  to  mean 
that  the  tariff  was  not  going  to  be  altered  this 
session  at  all,  but  that  it  was  to  bo  shunted  for 
the  next  twelve  months.  That  was  the  object 
of  the  Committee.  The  position  was  this :  This 
was  not  a  secret  Committee  at  all,  because  by 
Standing  Order  225  there  was  such  a  thing 
recognised  as  a  secret  Committee,  but  this 
had  not  been  made  a  secret  Committee,  and 
consequently  members,  if  they  wished,  could 
attend  the  Committee.  Any  report  by  this 
Committee  could  have  no  effect  whatever  at 
the  present  time.  For  example,  one  day  the 
Free-traders  on  the  Committee  were  in  a  ma- 
jority, and  they  carried  Free-trade.  The  next 
day  the  moderate  Protectionists  were  in  a  ma- 
jority, and  they  carried  moderate  Protection. 
On  the  third  day  the  Protectionists  were  in  a 
majority,  and  carried  Protection :  and  there 
could  be  no  result.    He  could  not  think  that 


Digitized  by 


Google     — 


960 


Tariff 


[HODSE.] 


CommitUe. 


[Sbpt.  26 


bononrable  members  did  not  want  the  report 
of  the  Tariff  Committee  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House,  because  it  was  contradiotoiy  to  their 
wishes,  for  they  ought  to  have  the  question 
gnbmitted  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  What 
they  heard  in  the  lobbies  was  that  the  duties 
were  to  be  raised  on  sJmost  every  article  of 
consumption — flour,  boots,  and  everything  else 
except  tea,  on  which  he  did  not  think  the 
duty  was  too  high  at  present.  He  thought  it 
was  only  fair  that  the  country  should  know 
that  practically  the  majority  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  party  would  next  year  approve  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  Customs  duties.  That  was  what 
had  to  be  faced,  and  that  was  what  was  going 
to  be  carried.  And  it  would  have  been  carried 
in  the  present  yeeor  if  the  Government  had 
brought  it  down.  That  was  exactly  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  were  placed. 
Hon.  Meubebs. — No. 

.  Q  Sir  R.  STOUT  said  honourable  mem- 

■  hers  might  say  "No,"  but  one  of  the 
honourable  members  who  cried  "No"  loudest 
was  one  with  regard  to  whom  the  Premier  had 
only  to  lift  his  little  finger  and  he  would  go 
into  whatever  lobby  he  might  tell  him  to  go 
into.  There  was  no  doubt  about  that.  He  did 
not  name  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  it  must  be  the  honour- 
able member  for  Danedin  City. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  not  a  member 
for  a  southern  constituency.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  was  not  pleasant  to 
the  Premier,  he  knew,  because  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  had  a  mind  of  his 
own. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— A  reflex  of  yours. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Qovernmont  were 
▼ery  anxious  for  revenue,  but  did  not  like  to 
put  it  on.  He  did  not  blame  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  What  he  fSir  R.  Stout)  said  was 
that  the  Government  bad  got  to  put  on  new 
duties  next  session,  for  honourable  members 
might  go  on  relying  on  the  fact  that  new  duties 
would  have  to  be  put  on  next  session.  There 
was  no  chance  of  getting  out  of  it,  with  the 
proposals  that  were  now  before  the  House.  It 
was  as  certain  as  that  the  sun  would  rise  to- 
morrow, if  their  finance  was  to  be  kept  safe. 
He  did  not  see  why  the  report  and  resolutions 
should  not  be  published.  It  could  not  affect 
trade.  Supposing  he  was  a  merchant,  and  had 
heard  that  Custom.s  duties  were  going  to  be 
put  on  certain  articles  before  Parliament  met 
next  year,  he  would  clear  the  goods  that  were 
likely  to  have  duties  imposed  upon  them.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  there  would  be  any  clear- 
ances of  tea,  but  various  other  things  would 
be  cleared  in  order  that,  if  the  tariff  should 
be  increased,  he  would  have  less  duties  to 
pay.  It  would  be  far  better  to  publish  the 
report  and  resolutions,  and  let  the  merchants 
know  what  they  had  to  look  forward  to.  He 
thought  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  eparate  items  of  the  tariff  should 
be  published.  Of  course,  it  would  not  be  right 
to  publish  any  confidential  information  with 
regard  to  particular  industries,  as  it  might  dis- 
close the  business  of  those  who  gave  informa- 
Sir  R.  Stout 


tion,  but  he  oonld  not  see  vrfaat  objeotion*- 
there  could  be  to  the  country  seeing  what 
resolutions  had  been  come  to  on  different 
items  of  the  tariff.  Ought  not  honourable 
members  to  discuss  the  tariff  question  with 
their  constituents,  and  ought  not  the  consti- 
tuents to  be  consulted?  Supposing  a  mem- 
ber of  that  House  told  his  constituents  that  it 
was  proposed  there  should  be  an  increased  duty 
on  grain  from  9d.  to  2s.  "Oli,  no,"  they  wouU 
say ;  "  we  do  not  believe  it."  Then  the  mem- 
ber would  tell  them,  "It  was  said  so  in  the 
lobbies."  What  use,  therefore,  was  there  in 
keeping  anything  back?  It  would  be  talked 
about  and  kuown  about,  and  would  have  the 
very  opposite  effect  intended  if  the  publication 
of  these  resolutions  were  withheld.  He  would 
therefore  suggest  the  publication  of  these  reso- 
lutions—  excluding,  of  course,  information  of 
a  confidential  character  which  was  given  by 
manufacturers  in  the  various  branches  of  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  believed  if  the  publication  of 
this  information  had  any  effect  at  all  it  would 
be  to  increase  clearances,  and  so  increase  the 
revenue  for  the  current  year.  He  could  not 
understand  why  there  should  be  any  secrecy 
in  the  matter.  Less  harm  would  be  done  if 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  were 
made  known  to  the  whole  world.  Unless  this 
were  done  there  would  be  an  unrest  in  trade, 
in  anticipation  of  something  taking  place.  So 
far  as  what  had  been  done  by  the  Committee 
was  concerned,  nothing  would  really  coma  of 
it.  There  were  some  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee who  were  very  much  in  earnest  in  a 
desire  to  amsnd  the  tariff :  these  would  have 
worried  Ministers ;  and,  that  they  might  be 
kept  quiet  for  the  session,  they  were  set  oa 
in  a  Committee  to  occupy  their  time  and  ex- 
haust their  energy.  The  Colonial  Treasuiei, 
however,  did  not  want,  nor,  he  was  sure,  for  a 
moment  intend,  to  upset  his  revenue  by  carry- 
ing the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
into  effect.  He  thought  it  would  do  good  if 
those  recommendations  were  made  known  to 
the  public,  and  ho  therefore  thought  that  the 
Premier  ought  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
allow  the  whole  matter  to  bo  published  bo  the 
world. 

Mr.  SBDDON  desired  to  say  that,  in  moving 
the  motion,  he  did  not  think  it  would  give  iim 
to  any  debate,  and  therefore  had  not  gone 
into  the  matter  fully.  The  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  had  stated  that,  with  re- 
gard to  the  resolutions  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee, one  resolution  was  passed  one  day 
and  was  negatived  the  next.  One  day  the 
Free-traders  were  in  the  ascendant,  and  the 
next  day  the  Protectionists.  That  must  show 
very  clearly  that  in  the  selection  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Committee  the  Government  bud 
acted  very  fairly.  Where  they  had  a  Coot- 
mittee  so  evenly  divided  as  to  represent  the 
opinions  of  members  of  that  House,  and  whaxe 
the  House  was  so  equally  divided,  he  thongbt 
they  might  take  it  for  granted  that  there 
would  be  nothing  very  serious  done  as  far  aw 
the  tariff  was  concerned.    He  said  tbereion. 
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•cKisedly,  itatements  made  even  in  this  de- 
iMto, — be  wonld  not  nay  that  the  senior  mem- 
ber foi  Wellington  City  had  made  these  state- 
ments on  purpose,  or  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  vould  desire  wilfully  to  cause  un- 
eertainfy  in  trade,  and  loss  of  revenue ;  but 
■one  knew  better  than  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  that,  in  pointing  out  directions  in 
which  the  tariff  would  be  amended,  it  would 
have  an  injarions  effect  between  now  and  the 
next  session  of  Parliament.  Such  action  on  the 
lymoarable  gentleman's  part  was  not  what  he 
wonld  call  patriotic.  Whatever  might  occar, 
the  Oovemment  were  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  could  only  pass  such  a  tariff 
as  wonld  be  approved  of  by  the  people,  and 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  people 
had  already  been  consulted.  The  voice  of  the 
peeple  had  been  given  in  that  Chamber,  and 
the  Government  would  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people. 

An  Hon.  Mxkbeb. — What  are  the  wishes  of 
the  people  ? 

lir.  SEODON  said  one  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people  was,  if  practicable,  a  free  breakfast- 
table.  When  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
hngton  City  occupied  the  position  which  he 
^Mr.  Seddon)  had  now  the  honour  to  fill  that 
bmonrable  gentleman  did  not  consult  his  own 
-sopportera  with  regard  to  the  tariff.  He  con- 
■olted  no  one  concerning  it  excepting  a  ool- 
leagne,  who  thought  the  people  would  put  up 
with  anything  he  proposed.  He  brought  down 
a  taiifi  a^inst  the  wishes  of  his  own  sup- 
iwrters,  and  against  the  wishes  of  the  party, 
and  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  wrecked 
t^e  party.  With  that  example  before  him,  he 
aasared  the  honourable  gentleman  he  was  not 
prepared  to  wreck  the  party.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  take  counsel  with  the  party  and  with 
the  people,  and  to  propose  such  a  tariff  as  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  people.  He  was  sure  the 
bononr^ble  members  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
K.  Stoat  and  Mr.  Duthie)  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  would  all  concede  that  there 
was  grave  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment %o  deal  with  the  matter  this  session. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — The  Government 
desire  not  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  in  the  early  days  of  the 
•easion  the  Government  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee,  and  when  the  honour- 
aUe  member  for  Patea  wanted  to  limit  them 
to  fourteen  days  the  Government  agreed  to  a 
month.  They  had  not  the  whole  information 
that  wac  reqoiied.  They  met  the  honourable 
gentleman,  a  eompremise  was  effected,  and  the 
Committee  were  to  report  in  a  month.  He 
believed  every  member  of  the  Committee  was 
easions  to  report  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
bat  the  moment  they  got  into  the  subject  they 
fomd  it  stupendous.  They  found  that  it  would 
require  great  care,  time,  and  attention,  and 
tliey  desired  to  do  that  which  was  perfection 
iteeU.  That  being  the  case,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  Oovemment  that  the  report  was  not  down 
■ooner.  What  was  the  great  anxiety  of  the 
beoetnable  member  for  Patea  ?  Surely  he  was 
■et  anxiaiia  to  stay  theta  MUX  Ohiistmas.    Hi* 


only  anxiety  was  this :  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  knew,  in  asking  the  Government 
to  deal  with  this  question,  that  it  was  one  in 
regard  to  which,  unless  the  greatest  care  was 
exercised,  it  might  prove  injurious  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  country.  The  Government 
felt  that  a  question  of  this  kind  required  to 
be  dealt  with  in  such  a  way  that  no  acci- 
dents would  happen.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
articles  to  be  raised,  as  far  as  he  knew,  there 
were  one  or  two  trades  in  the  colony  that  re- 
quired attention.  It  was  now  six  years  since 
any  alteration  in  the  tariff  was  made.  The 
condition  of  the  colony  had  altered  in  respect 
to  some  of  the  trades.  At  the  time  the  tariff 
was  passed  it  was  thought  that  these  trades 
would  be  encouraged  by  the  new  tariff.  There 
hod  been  a  mistake  made  in  regard  to  these 
particular  trades,  and  with  regard  to  others 
anomalies  existed  which  required  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  a  change  was  required  to  be  made. 
These  changes  could  be  made  without  at  all 
increasing  the  tariff  in  the  aggregate.  That  wa* 
the  remedy — it  was  more  a  question  of  adjust- 
ment ;  and  he  desired  to  say  at  once  that  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  was  in- 
correct in  making  the  statement  he  did,  that 
increased  taxation  through  the  tariff  would  be 
necessary  next  session  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  meet  their  engagements.  It  was  a 
statement  of  that  kind  going  forth  that  would 
do  evil,  and  he  at  once  took  this  opportunity  of 
meeting  it  and  saying  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  to  warrant  the  statement  being  made. 
It  was  quite  true  there  was  a  falling-oS  in 
two  months'  Customs  revenue ;  but  there  was  a 
considerable  incree^e  last  month  as  compared 
with  the  previous  month.  That  being  the  case, 
there  was  nothing  to  warrant  the  statement  of 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  that 
there  mast  be  increased  taxation.  He  quite 
concurred  with  the  remark  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  that 
the  Government  for  the  last  four  years — the 
Liberal  party — hod  resisted  any  interference 
with  the  tariff,  because  they  believed  the  time 
was  not  opportune  to  make  any  change,  and 
that  there  should  be  some  certainty,  some 
finality.  Constant  tinkering  with  the  tariff,  and 
statements  that  it  was  going  to  be  done,  were 
injurious  to  commerce  ;  and,  having  that  con- 
viction, the  Government  had  said  from  the 
commencement  that  now  the  time  had  arrived 
when  something  must  be  done,  and  they  desired 
to  do  it,  and  do  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  would 
not  be  required  to  be  touched  again  for  some 
years  after  that  was  done,  so  that  the  com- 
mercial men  of  New  Zealand  would  know 
definitely  and  distinctly  where  they  were.  It 
was  from  a  desire  that  this  should  be  done  that 
the  Government  had  asked  for  a  Committee 
to  assist  them  and  advise  them  npon  several 
matters.  They  had  experts  on  the  Committee. 
However  careful  the  men  on  the  Government 
benches  might  he,  or  however  good  their 
officers  might  be,  they  must  bring  in  experts  to 
their  assistance,  and  there  were  on  that  Com- 
mittee experts,  enlightened  men,  men  who 
felt  the  responsibility  that  was  placed  on  theie 
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'  shoulders,  and  who  were  ahle  to  advise  Parlia- 
ment wisely  and  well.  Having  their  counsel 
was  a  decided  advantage.  They  had  now  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  tahle  of  the 
House. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  certainly  had  the 
report  of  the  Committee;  but  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  desired  to  go  behind  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee,  to  see  each  and 
every  resolution.  He  might  want  to  do  so, 
probably,  for  the  purpose  of,  on  the  platform, 
attacking  some  member  of  that  Committee,  who 
would  at  the  time  have  no  chance  of  defending 
himself  and  explaining  why  he  had  voted  for  a 
given  resolution  or  why  he  had  not.  He  did 
not  think  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
was  incapable  of  doing  this,  and  he  must  say  it 
would  be  unfair  to  attack  any  member  of  the 
Committee  on  any  resolution  or  amendment 
without  his  having  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing what  he  had  done.  If  that  could  be  done 
they  would  find  that  members  of  Committees 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
tariff  would  do  like  the  honourable  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  and 
the  other  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Dnthie) — refrain  altogether  from  attending  the 
Committee.  There  had,  however,  been  those 
appointed  to  the  Committee  who  had  done 
their  duty,  and  they  had  no  right  to  be  placed 
in  a  false  position.  Then,  they  had  had  corre- 
spondence sent  in  by  manufacturers  and  com- 
mercial men,  and,  regarding  this,  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  treated  the  Committee  with  every 
oonfidence,  but  had  not  for  a  moment  thought 
that  that  correspondence  would  be  printed  with 
the  papers  or  become  public.  If  those  who 
had  sent  this  correspondence  had  thought  it 
would  be  made  public  the  Government  would 
never  have  received  it.  There  must  be  con- 
fidence in  dealing  with  such  questions  as  this. 
He  had  not,  in  the  first  instance,  moved 
that  it  should  be  a  secret  Committee;  but, 
seeing  what  hod  eventuated,  he  asked  the 
House  to  agree  that,  at  all  events,  the  minutes 
and  the  various  resolutions  passed  and  the 
references  submitted  should  be  treated  as 
confidential.  If  the  Government  had  been 
dealing  with  the  tarifi  question  he  should  not 
have  objected  at  all,  and  should  not  have  moved 
this  motion,  because  they  would  then  have  had 
the  tarifi  before  them  to  have  the  resolutions 
passed  into  law.  As  the  matter,  however,  was 
held  over  for  a  year,  he  asked  the  House  to 
hold  over  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
and  the  correspondence. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LANDS  IMPROVEMENT  AND  NATIVE 
LANDS  ACQUISITION  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,— I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  Bill.  I  was  not  present  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  replied  on  its  second 
leading,  and  I  did  not  hear  what  was  said ;  but 
there  were  one  or  two  remarks  made  then  that 
I  wish  to  refer  to,  and  I  wish  to  put  on  record 
Mr.  Seddon 


some  things  abont  this  Bill  that  I  think  may  be 

beneficial.  Sir,  this  is  a  borrowing  Bill.  It 
proposes  to  borrow  half  a  million.  It  proposes 
to  raise  this  half -million  in  the  colony,  bnt 
it  gives  power  to  convert  the  half -million — 
once  it  is  raised — under  "The  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1877,"  and  therefore  to  get  the 
money  from  the  London  market.  I  do  nob 
think  honourable  members  are  aware  of  the 
total  amount  of  loan-money  that  we  now  give 
the  Minister  to  spend  for  roods  independently 
of  what  comes  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund, 
Under  "The  Government  Loans  to  Loco! 
Bodies  Act,  1886,"  there  was  a  sum  of  £200,000 
to  be  set  aside  each  year.  That  Bill  is  un- 
repealed. Under  the  Act  of  1891  amending  it 
£50,000  can  be  taken  out  of  the  £200,000  and 
spent  on  improving  blocks  of  land,  so  that,  if 
we  add  together  the  amount  of  money  in  tiiis 
Bill,  the  amount  of  money  that  is  in  the  Aet 
of  1886,  and  the  amount  of  money  that  is 
authorised  by  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
we  have  the  large  sum  of  money  for  expendi- 
ture, or,  rather,  administration  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  of  practically  £950,000. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— How  is  it  made  up? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  will  explain  later  on  how 
it  is  made  up.  It  hsts  been  said  that  the 
£50,000  taken  by  the  1891  Act  cannot  be  spent 
because  blocks  cannot  be  found  to  spend  it  on. 
The  fact  is,  blocks  have  been  already  pro- 
claimed, and  the  estimated  cost  for  improving 
those  blocks  has  been  put  down  at  £150,566, 
and  out  of  that  sum  only  £67,833  has  been  ex- 
pended, so  that  there  is  to  expend  on  these 
blocks  alone  no  less  a  sum  than  £82,738 — prac- 
tically two  years'  expenditure  almost  to  go. 
It  is  true  that  last  year  only  £30,000  was  ex- 
pended, but  still  there  ia  £82,733  yet  to  spend 
over  proclaimed  blocks.  —  that  is,  assuming 
that  the  statement  made  in  the  Crown  Zjands 
Report  is  accurate.  I  assume  that,  although 
I  notice  here  —  and  perhaps  the  honourable 
member  will  correct  it — that  the  tables  do 
not  correspond  with  the  statements ;  the  figures 
are  two  or  three  hundreds  out  —  there  is 
some  mistake  somewhere.  Now,  honourable 
members  may  think  the  amount  to  be  bor- 
rowed under  the  Bill  is  really  to  be  spent  in 
opening  up  lands  for  settlement.  That  is  what 
has  been  assumed,  and  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill  says,  "  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the 
settlement  of  the  people  upon  the  lands  of  the 
colony,  it  is  expedient  to  give  better  accei^s  to 
such  lands."  The  assumption  is  that  this  is 
to  be  used  on  roads  to  open  up  lands  for  settle- 
ment. Now,  the  fact  is  that  that  term  has 
become  quite  a  misnomer.  Last  year,  and  the 
year  before,  and  away  back — I  am  not  saying 
this  only  of  the  present  Minister,  but  of  other 
Ministers — the  money  to  be  spent  upon  roads 
to  open  up  Crown  lands  has  not  been  spent 
upon  roads  to  open  up  Crown  lands  at  all,  but 
simply  on  little  votes  given  to  various  honour- 
able members  and  various  districts.  Why,  if 
we  take,  for  example,  the  table  in  the  Crown 
Lands  Report  this  year — take,  for  example,  one 
province,  the  Province  of  Nelson,  in  the  sohe- 
dnle:  that  shows  what  areas  are  to  be  bene- 
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ited  by  roads.  There  are  several  thousands 
gi  pounds  expended  there,  bat  there  is  not  a 
■ogle  acre  of  Grown  lands  benefited  by  the 
expenditnre ;  though  they  are  headed  "Boads 
to  open  up  Grown  Lands  for  Settlement."  In 
C^terbnr;  very  little  was  expended,  but  it 
wiB  not  to  beneist  Grown  lands  at  all.  Then, 
onder  Otago,  there  was  a  vote,  for  example,  for 
the  Henley  protective  works,  and  a  vote  for 
(he  Karnwhenua  Bridge,  and  so  on,  but  it  did 
not  affect  the  Crown  lands  in  the  slightest 


lb.  J.  McEENZIE.  — The  Marawhenua 
Bridge  did. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  taking  it  that  the 
hoDontable  gentleman's  Crown  Lands  Report 
is  tcciuate,  and  if  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  the  table  annexed  to  the  Crown  Lands 
Bepoit  they  will  see  that  what  I  am  stating 
is  eonect,  and  that  the  tables  showing  the 
R»di  to  open  np  Crown  lands  do  not  give  any 
area  of  Crown  lands  benefited  at  all  by  the 
Munwhenua  Bridge.  In  Table  9  you  will 
see  that;  so  that  practically,  of  this  stim  of 
tSSCfiOO,  more  than  half  will  be  spent  not  in 
opening  up  Crown  lands  at  all ;  it  is  simply 
mtbe nature  of  giving  aid  to  settled  districts 
to  make  their  roads:  and  it  is  given  on  no 
ptmciple  whatever.  I  can  understand  aid 
beiDg  given  to  roads  according  to  mileage,  or 
tiie  nnmber  of  roads  in  a  district,  or  on  some 
welkdefined  principle,  but,  so  far  as  this  vote  of 
aqmiterof  a  million  is  concerned,  it  is  to  be 
Sfeat  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  Minister  of  the 
day.  No  doubt  he  has  to  have  the  approval  of 
Parliament :  but  how  is  Parliament  to  deal  with 
inch  a  question  ?  Members  may  reject  a  vote 
referred  to  them,  bnt  they  cannot  put  on  the 
estimates  a  vote  for  a  road  that  may  be  more 
Beeecsan,  and  it  is  an  invidious  task  to  ask 
honooiule  members  to  vote  against  a  road  put 
on  the  estimates  for  the  member  for  some  par- 
ticnlar  district.  That  is  perfectly  clear  from 
what  I  have  stated.  Honourable  members  who 
look  at  the  table  will  see  a  column  in  which  is 
stated,  "  Area  of  Crown  Land  rendered  better 
accessible  "—by  roads ;  and  in  some  districts, 
as  I  have  already  said,  there  is  no  area  ren- 
dered better  accessible,  using  the  term  in  the 
widest  possible  way. 

Mr.  J.McKENZIB.— You  are  miring  up  two 
things. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  mixing  up  two 
thingi.  I  am  mixing  up  miscellaneous  roads 
•ad  loads  to  open  up  Crown  lands,  and  if  the 
konouiable  member  will  refer  to  the  table  he 
will  see  I  am  right.  If  he  will  refer  under  this 
Ixad  be  will  see  that  is  so.  The  honourable 
gantleman  asked  how  I  made  up  the  amount 
of  ie95O,0OO.  I  wiU  tell  him.  First,  under  this 
Bin  there  is  £500,000 :  that  is  made  np  of 
aSOfiOO  for  roads,  and  £250,000  for  Native 
lands  phu  roads.  Now,  I  do  not  think  1  am 
sAigtoo  farin  saying  that,  out  of  this  £250,000, 
ttO|(IOO  will  be  for  roads,  so  that  we  have  roads 
000,000  nnder  this  Bill.  Then,  there  is  a  sum 
cl<SOO,000  for  toads  called  "  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies''  bnt  stiU  loads  nndMr  the  Act  of  1886. 


Ifr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  Minister  has  not 
that. 

Sir  B.  8X011?.— The  honourable  gentleman 
should  read  the  Bill.  The  Minister  has  the 
£50,000,  and  the  other  £150,000  is  to  be  made 
applicable  to  the  local  bodies  ;  I  am  only  point- 
ing out  the  total  amount.  That  is  £500,000  we 
are  going  to  borrow  for  roads.  This  is  how  I 
make  up  the  other  £450,000 :  There  is  Native 
lands,  £200,000;  and  lands  for  settlement, 
£250,000:  altogether,  therefore,  £950,000  bor- 
rowed for  roads  and  lands.  Now,  I  do  not 
think  the  House  appreciates  what  the  borrow- 
ing proposals  may  be.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  Minister  to  get  up  and  say,  "  If  you  do  not 
vote  this  you  will  not  get  roads."  Well,  Sir, 
there  are  things  just  as  necessary  as  roads, 
and  they  are  financial  security  and  economy. 
We  cannot  in  a  colony  like  this,  or  in  any  other 
country,  get  all  we  WEUit  in  one  year,  and  I  say 
this  is  the  greatest  extravagance,  and  that  the 
colony  cannot  stand  it,  and  that  is  why  I  stated 
a  little  while  ago  that  we  must  have  increased 
taxation.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  Minis- 
ter in  England  borrowing  at  the  same  rate  that 
we  are  borrowing  ?  Our  population  is  one. 
fifty-seventh  of  that  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
What  would  be  thought  if  a  Minister  in  Eng- 
land proposed  a  loan  of  £54,000,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  for  making  roads  ?  They  at 
once  would  imagine  he  was  insane.  They  could 
come  to  no  other  conclusion.  I  will  give  an 
instance:  What  did  they  do  in  reference  to 
naval  matters  in  1889?  What  did  they  pro- 
pose there  ?  It  was  thought  an  extravagant 
vote  when  the  Ministry  asked  for — what  ?  For 
twenty-one  and  a  half  millions,  to  be  spread 
over  five  years.  We  want  at  the  same  rate  fifty- 
four  millions  for  one  year.  Or,  if  you  like  to 
take  all  these  borrowing  proposals  together— I 
am  not  referring  to  the  Consols,  because  they 
.  q~  may  be  used  for  this  and  other  Bills — 
"^  we  have  £1,500,000  for  advances  to 
settlers  and  £950,000  for  lands  for  settlement, 
making  £2,450,000  of  borrowing;  and,  at  the 
same  rate,  the  Chancellor  of  the  English  Ex- 
chequer would  have  come  down  and  asked  for 
a  loan  of  £139,000,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  did  they  borrow  to 
get  the  land  back  in  Ireland  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  know  what  the 
honourable  member  is  referring  to ;  but  if  any 
proposal  like  this  had  been  ma4e  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  England,  and  he 
had  come  down  and  asked  for  £139,000,000,  he 
would  not  have  been  able  to  maintain  his  seat 
for  a  single  day.  They  would  have  considered 
him  mad.  And  at  the  same  rate  we  are  asked 
to  borrow  an  amount  this  year  of  £2,460,000. 
What  I  complain  of  in  this  Bill  is  that  honour* 
able  members  are  continually  having  it  thrown 
out  at  them  that  we  do  not  want  settlement 
because  we  do  not  agree  to  these  borrowing 
proposals.  But  settlement  proceeded  when 
there  was  less  borrowing  just  as  quickly  as 
now ;  and  I  say,  except  you  lay  down  some 
well-defined  soheme,  that,  in  coming  to  this 
House  threatening  members  by  saying  that 
they  desiie  to  oppose  settlement  and  progress 
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you  are  casting  a  ilur  upon  us,  and  your 
scbemes  for  borrowing  must  lekod  the  colony 
in  endless  financial  confusion.  What  did  the 
people  of  England  do  after  the  close  of  the 
Indian  Mutiny,  and  the  United  States  after 
the  Civil  War?  They  reduced  the  national 
debt  after  the  Indian  Mutiny  by  £132,000,000, 
while  after  the  American  War  the  debt  was 
reduced  by  the  sum  of  £245,000,000.  What  are 
we  doing?  We  are  going  to  add  to  the  pub- 
lic debt;  and  it  means  that  for  every  million 
we  are  borrowing  it  costs  us  the  sum  of  £35,000 
to  £40,000  a  year,  l  say  it  is  hotter  to  keep  to 
some  well-defined  scheme,  and  by  the  Acts 
passed  in  1886  to  1891,  if  carried  out,  you  can 
obtain  and  open  up  land  for  settlement  without 
rushing  into  this  mad  scheme.  Then,  again, 
this  £40,000  which  we  have  to  pay  on  every 
million  borrowed  could  be  spent  in  making 
roads ;  and  if  yon  want  information  on  this 
matter  we  have  only  to  look  at  what  took  place 
last  year  in  the  tables  of  the  Crown  Lands 
Report,  and  see  what  actually  occurred.  I 
shul  say  no  more  about  that,  except  one  word 
as  to  the  reference  the  honourable  member 
made  in  my  absence.  He  said  the  district 
railways  were  rotten  purchases.  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  the  honourable  member  means  by 
continually  harping  back  upon  what  some  past 
Oovemment  did,  even  if  they  did  something 
wrong  in  the  past,  instead  of  discussing  the 
Bill  before  us. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— You  said  settlement 
in  the  past  was  carried  on  as  fast  as  it  is  now. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  said  it  was  carried  on 
taster.  I  was  not  harping  bacl^  on  the  past ; 
and  I  ws«  only  showing  that  we  could  have 
settlement  without  borrowing  schemes.  I  ad- 
mit at  once  there  will  be  greater  difficulty  in 
regard  to  settlement  now  than  there  was  in  the 
past,  and  for  the  reason  that  men  have  to  go 
farther  into  the  interior,  and,  consequently, 
there  will  be  greater  difiiculties.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  wishes  to  cast  a  slur  on  the 
Qovernmeut  that  passed  the  District  Railways 
Act.  Well,  the  honourable  gentleman  voted 
for  it,  and  supported  it ;  and  I  would  not  have 
referred  to  the  matter  but  for  the  fact  that  this 
session,  whenever  Ministers  are  put  in  a  comer 
and  cannot  answer  fair  criticism,  they  harp 
back  to  something  that  took  place  between 
1884  and  1887.  There,  again,  they  are  casting 
a  slur  on  the  memory  of  a  member  of  the  very 
Government  who  assisted  and  supported  the 
Teiy  thing  of  which  they  are  now  talking — the 
memory  of  a  man  they  followed. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  were  responsible,  as  the 
head. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  responsible,  any 
more  than  the  honourable  gentleman  is  re- 
sponsible. Each  member  of  a  Ministry  is 
responsible  for  his  own  function.  But  this  con- 
tinual harping  upon  the  actions  of  their  late 
chief  is  not  creditable  to  Ministers.  The  total 
amount  spent  on  the  purchase  of  the  district 
railways  was  only  £489,000;  and  what  railways 
did  we  get  for  that  ?  For  that  sum  we  got 
183  miles  of  railway,  and  I  undertake  to  say 
.that  no  railways  have  been  so  cheaply  bought 
Sir  B.  Stout 


in  any  colony  in  the  British  Empire.  We  got 
them  at  far  less  them  they  cost — about  two- 
thirds  of  the  cost;  and  then  members  should 
remember  that  in  the  case  of  those  lines  the 
colony  was  then  paying  2  per  cent,  guarantee, 
and,  as  we  got  the  money  at  4  per  cent.,  we  were 
practically  paying  2  per  cent.,  and  for  this 
amount  we  got  the  Waimea-Gore  line,  the 
Duntroon-Hakateramea  line,  and  the  Bakaia- 
Ashburton  line.  Of  course,  the  Botorua  line 
did  not  earn  anything,  because  it  was  an  un- 
completed line,  and  until  it  was  completed  to 
Botorua  you  could  not  expect  it  to  earn  money 
as  a  line  for  tourist  traffic.  But  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  purchase  of  that  line.  It  would 
require  too  long  a  time  to  go  into  the  defence 
of  this  matter,  but  it  is  easily  defended,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  talking  so  ^ibly, 
does  not  know  what  he  is  talking  about.  The 
honourable  gentleman  voted  for  the  Bill  in  1885, 
and  he  is  now  criticizing  his  own  actions,  and 
he  is  casting  a  slur  upon  what  he  did  eight  or 
nine  years  ago.  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words 
upon  what  occurred  in  Committee.  I  exceed- 
ingly regret  that  the  lilinister  did  not  consent 
to  some  amendments  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— So  I  did. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Some  of  the  su^eetions 
I  made  I  did  so  not  for  the  purpose  of  injuring 
the  Bill,  but  to  make  it  more  readable  from  » 
lawyer's  point  of  view.  When  in  Committee  I 
did  not  oppose  any  clause,  but  anything  I  did 
was  practically  to  make  the  Bill  read  better, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  our  labours  as 
perfect  as  possible.  I  am  not  going  now  to 
criticize  the  clauses  of  the  Bill ;  I  opposed 
clauses  2,  3,  and  9,  and  I  again  repeat  that 
they  do  not  read  correctly,  and  they  are  not 
what  a  lawyer  would  put  together.  I  do  not 
put  the  hlthme  on  the  draftsman  or  the  Minis- 
try, as  I  know  what  happens.  You  get  a  Bill 
from  the  draftsman ;  the  Bill  goes  through 
Cabinet,  and  amendments  are  suggested,  and 
we  often  get  the  Bill  here  in  such  a  shape 
as  it  would  not  he  in  if  properly  prepared  a* 
first.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  section  10  is  entirely  unmean- 
ing. I  pointed  this  out  to  the  honourable 
member  before.  Section  10  says, "  Any  moneys 
appropriated  to  specific  roads  or  bridges  under 
this  Part  of  this  Act."  There  is  not  a  single 
specific  appropriation  in  the  Bill.  What  is  uie 
meaning  of  it?  The  clause  is  utterly  unmean- 
ing. A  clause  like  that  could  be  made  useful, 
and  it  is  practically  copied  from  a  clause  in 
the  Public  Works  Appropriation  Act ;  but  it  is 
not  needed  here,  and  is  utterly  useless,  and  it 
should  not  be  here  at  all.  I  pointed  it  out 
to  the  honourable  member,  who  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  deal  with  it.  Another  clause  I 
wish  to  refer  to  relates  to  the  conversion  opera- 
tions. I  think  that  clause  should  be-  stoook 
out.  I  refer  to  clause  24.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  having  the  powan  ot 
conversion,  but  we  ought  to  have  one  thing  or 
another.  If  this  is  to  be  a  local  loan,  why  oould 
we  not  take  the  money  we  are  to  get  aaai  oar 
Consols,  our  Insuzanoe,  our  Savings-Bank,  er 
the  Public  Trust  Office?    If  we  ara  to  rely  on 
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oanelres  I  see  no  reason  ^hy  this  aeotion  of 
the  BUI  should  have  been  framed.  I  object  in 
thia  Bill  to  the  nay  in  which  we  are  borrowing 
in  the  colony.  It  is  not  as  thongh  we  are  rais- 
ing the  money  in  London,  or  for  one,  two,  or 
toniteen  years  at  i  per  cent.  We  do  not  do 
that.  We  write  to  the  Agent-General  and  ask 
Urn  to  conrert  the  stock  we  have  issued  in  New 
Zealand.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  is  what 
was  characterized  by  an  English  paper  as  "  sly 
tonowing."  We  do  not  put  the  money  on  the 
Iiwdon  market ;  and  when  we  go  to  the  Zjondon 
knken  with  this  stock  that  is  to  be  converted 
tbe^  do  not  think  it  is  a  new  loan,  they  look  at 
it  umply  as  an  old  loan,  and  we  are  simply,  by 
meani  of  conversion,  adding  to  a  debt  without 
inionningoDr  creditors.  That  is  sly  borrow- 
ing, and  I  do  not  think  it  is  honest  or  fair  to 
oor  eieditors.  The  fair  thing  to  do  would  be  to 
go  on  the  London  market  at  onoe  without 
moitiiig  to  this  proposal.  I  believe  we  talk 
aboat  the  state  of  commerce  and  trade,  but 
tilling  this  money  locally  in  this  way  does  not 
tend  to  benefit  either  commerce  or  trade.  It 
may  be  that  we  have  money  in  the  Savings- 
Sank  and  the  Pnblio  Trust  Office  that  cannot 
be  invested,  bnt  that  cannot  be  said  when  we 
•18  proposing  to  go  directly  to  London  for  the 
poipose  of  borrowing  money  to  lend  to  fanners. 
If  we  have  money  here  we  should  have  no  need 
to  go  diieet  to  Liondon  to  borrow.  I  might 
have  nfened  to  the  correspondence  laid  before 
the  Hoiue  relating  to  conversions,  and  told  the 
EoQse  what  really  is  the  position  of  this  ques- 
tion, bat  I  do  not  wish  to  go  further  afield.  I 
can  only  say,  in  reference  to  this  particular 
BUI,  that  I  think  it  is  extravagant.  I  think 
it  is  too  much  borrowed  money  to  spend  on 
nads,  too  much  borrowed  money  to  spend  on 
native  lands.  The  Minister  might  ask.  What 
money  scheme  could  be  suggested  without  in- 
ereiang  the  debt  of  the  colony  7  Take  "  The 
Native  Land  Administration  Aot,  1886,"  tinder 
which  the  Minister  could  have  got  the  Natives 
to  lease  their  lands  without  buying  it  from 
them.  That  would  not  have  injured  the  colony, 
and  the  colony  would  not  have  been  plunged 
into  debt.  The  only  objection  I  have  heard 
mged  to  that  is  that  it  would  make  the  Maoris 
landlords.  What  do  you  mean  by  this  Bill? 
U  «e  borrow  this  money  in  London  your  nai 
laodloids  will  be  the  stock-owners  at  Home. 
Xhey  are  the  real  landlords,  and  they  get  the 
hAb  power  over  us,  and  not  the  Maoris.  The 
latter  would  have  got  their  rents  and  spent  the 
money  in  the  colony.  They  are  not  people 
who  are  absentees ;  but  under  this  Bill  you  are 
aakiog  yonr  money-lender  your  landlord,  in 
ifieet.  He  gets  your  money  from  you,  he  pays 
M  taxes,  bat  spends  the  money  away  from  the 
sclooy,  and  you  are  giving  this  great  benefit  to 
•ksentees  who  pay  no  taxation  and  who  spend 
joor  money  oat  of  the  place  at  Home.  I  would 
intiher  say,  so  far  as  the  Maoris  are  concerned, 
.^sy  are  utilising  the  land,  and  thev  can  sell 
«*>i  lights  to  the  Crown  under  the  Kative 
^Bi  Administration  Act.  Parliament  has 
KM  t^t  to  take  from  the  funds  the  oo«t  of 
■Mding  the  laod«  aad  the  ooct  of  atttvayint 


the  lands,  and,  so  far  as  Native  lands  are  con- 
cerned, you  can  get  them  without  borrowing; 
and  you  get  your  land  opened  for  settlement, 
and  you  cease  to  be  responsible  to  the  absentee 
bondholders,  to  whom  you  have  to  pay  the 
uttermost  farthing.  I  could  show  various  ways 
of  arranging  a  better  scheme  without  increas- 
ing the  burdens  of  the  colony,  and  it  is  there- 
fore nonsense  of  the  honourable  member  to 
say  that  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed  there  will  be 
no  progress  of  settlement.  We  can  have  settle- 
ment and  progress  without  plunging  the  colony 
into  debt,  and,  depend  upon  it,  a  few  years  wiil 
show  whether  those  who  are  now  talking  of  this 
Bill  not  plunging  the  colony  into  debt  under 
this  wretohed  borrowing  scheme  will  not  re- 
gret it. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  should  like  to  point  out  one 
or  two  fallacies  in  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  It 
is  becoming  customary  in  this  House  to  make 
a  comparison  between  this  colony  and  England 
so  far  as  our  flnanciej  indebtedness  is  con- 
cerned. He  said  if  England  borrowed  at  the 
same  rate  as  we  sjre  doing  here  she  would  re- 
quire to  borrow  fifty-four  millions  per  annum. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No  ;  £189,000,000. 

Mr.  WARD. — Surely  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  fairness  to  the  people  of  this  colony, 
does  not  expect  them  to  accept  a  statement 
such  as  that.  Suob  a  statement  is  calculated 
very  seriously  to  mislead.  What  is  .the  posi- 
tion ?  Take  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
argument.  Their  population  is  fifty  -  seven 
times  greater  than  ours.  Take  our  indebted- 
ness at  forty  millions.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman's  argument  is  worth  anything,  Eng- 
land ought  at  the  present  timi3  to  be  indebted 
to  the  extent  of  how  much  ?— £2,208,000,000. 

Mr.  BELL. — So  she  would  be  if  you  were 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  have  no  doubt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  the  possessor  of  what  is 
commonly  termed  prescience.  I  have  no  doubt 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  hod  lived  in  times 
long  gone  by  he  would  have  been  regarded  as 
one  of  those  forecasters  of  possible  events 
whom  it  is  desirable  to  get  out  of  the  road.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  a  case  like  the  present  the 
honourable  gentleman's  sense  of  reasoning  for 
the  moment  is  dimmed  by  his  political  preju- 
dice against  the  Oovemment.  I  think  that  is 
very  much  to  be  regretted.  Now,  coming  to 
the  aiguments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  what  is  the 
position  ?  According  to  his  own  argument,  at 
the  present  time,  it  does  not  matter  who  is 
Treasurer  of  England — a  position  to  which  I 
do  not  aspire :  I  have  quite  enough  to  do  as 
Treasurer  of  a  country  such  eis  this — the 
position  would  be  that  England's  indebted- 
ness would  be  £2,208,000,000.  Well,  that 
would  be  so  if  the  figures  and  arguments  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  were  correct.  The 
basis  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument 
was  this:  That,  England's  population  being 
fifty  -  seven  times  greater  than  that  of  this 
odony,  If  there  were  a  similar  proportion  of 
debt  theit  debt  would  be  what  he  stated.    I 
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say  their  indebtedness  under   such    oircum- 
atances  ought  to  be  £2,208,000,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No ;— ought  not  to  be  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  WARD. — We  have  been  borrowing  at  a 
certain  rate  :  that  is  admitted.  Our  population 
is  fifty-seven  times  less  than  that  of  England. 
That  is  a  certainty,  is  it  not?  I  say,  then,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  is  cor- 
rect, England's  indebtedness  ought  to  be 
£2,208,000,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Ours  ought  to  be  a  fifty- 
seventh  of  England's. 

Mr.  WARD. — At  that  rate,  ours  ought  to  be 
a  fifty-seventh  of  £2,208,000,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. —  No;  a  fifty-seventh  of 
Eingland'g  debt. 

Mr.  WARD.— If  it  should  be  a  fifty-seventh 
of  England's  indebtedness,  England's  indebted- 
ness should  be — what? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Nearly  £700,000,000. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  amount  of  their  public  in- 
debtedness is  £671,000,000.  Docs  the  honour- 
able member  ask  the  people  in  this  country  to 
accept  that  as  a  fair  comparison?  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  not  Icnow  that  railroads 
and  many  harbour-works  which  we  pay  out  of 
public  funds  and  include  in  our  national  debt, 
are  made  out  of  private  funds  in  England? 
In  this  colony,  who  has  made  our  railways 
and  harbours  ?  Has  not  that  expenditure  been 
added  t<^  the  ordinary  indebtedness  of  the 
colony  ?    I  say  that  it  has. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  the  harbours. 

Mr.  WARD. — A  great  many  harbours.  Very 
well,  take  the  railroads,  and  leave  the  harbours 
out.  The  private  indebtedness  of  England  on 
account  of  railways  is  £1,000,000,000.  If  you 
add  the  £1,000,000,000  to  the  £671,000,000,  it 
amounts  to  £1,671,000,000.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  in  making  his  comparison  with 
England,  left  out  that  £1,000,000,000  of  in- 
debtedness. There  can  be  no  question  about 
that.  All  I  wish  to  point  out  in  connection 
with  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  is 
the  absolute  fallacy  of  the  honourable  member's 
argument  in  making  a  comparison  between 
our  indebtedness  and  that  of  England,  when  he 
leaves  out  the  cost  of  the  English  railways  and 
includes  the  cost  of  our  railways.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  if  the  English  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  went  on  at  the  rate  we 
are  going  on  it  would  soon  end  in  national 
bankruptcy.  I  say  this  country  is  going  on 
at  nothing  like  the  rate  England  has  gone  in 
indebtedness  in  connection  with  railways  and 
other  works  I  have  mentioned.  Even  on  a 
population  basis  that  is  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— In  the  railways  the  share- 
holders have  the  liability,  and  are  not  paying 
interest. 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes;  and  in  the  financial 
proposals  which  the  Government  have  placed 
before  the  country  at  the  present  time  that  is 
ptecisely  our  position.  The  taxpayers  will  not 
be  called  upon  to  pay  the  interest. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  for  the  roads? 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  on  the  bulk  of  this  money. 
In  the  case  of  the  £1,500,000  fot  advances  to 
Ur.  Ward 


settlers,  the  return  of  tents  and  interest  would 
recoup  the  colony :  it  would  not  increase  tba 
taxation.  Take  the  £500,000  out  of  the  £750,000 
to  which  the  honoorable  gentleman  has  alluded 
which  is  for  purchase  of  Native  and  private 
lands :  the  whole  of  that  expenditure  would  at 
once  become  interest  -  bearing,  either  by  rents 
or  by  actual  interest  payable  upon  the  amonnte 
so  expended.  The  bqlk  of  the  money  which 
is  being  asked  for  will  be  reproductive  as  far 
as  eaming-power  is  concerned.  Just  a  word 
or  two  in  oonneotion  with  what  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  has  said  as  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands  having  obtained  authority  to  spend 
£950,000.  The  honourable  gentleman  knowg 
that  £200,000  of  the  moneys  to  which  he 
alludes  is  under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act,>nd  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  that 
last  year,  out  of  that  £200,000,  only  £50,000 
was  set  aside  for  expenditure  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  and,  of  that  sum,  only  £30,000  was 
actually  expended. 

Sir  R.  8T0UT.-^I  said  so. 

Mr.  WARD. — That  is  the  position  this  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  so. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentlenum  also 
said  thattthe  Minister  of  Lands  hod  £950,000 
for  expenditure  on  these  works.  But  I  would 
point  out  that  the  local  bodies  apply  for  their 
loans  in  the  ordinary  course,  and  that  that 
expenditure  is  not  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  at  all.  As  to  the  £250,000  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  was  to  be  expended 
entirely  on  roads,  the  ^eater  portion  of  that 
money,  I  understand,  is  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  land,  with  the  object  of 
promoting  settlement.  That  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  ordinary  road  expenditure.  If  the 
greater  portion  of  the  £250,000  is  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  clearing  of  bush  for  settlement 
purposes,  it  cannot  be  used  for  road-making. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Do  you  know  what  was  spent 
last  year  for  roads  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— £130,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  Minister  of  Lands  spent 
£176,000  himself,  besides  what  was  spent  out  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  understand  that  the  greater 
portion  of  that  money  was  expended  in  the 
maintenance  of  main  roads. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— About  £22,000  only. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  deducting  that  amount 
from  £167,000,  it  leaves  £145,000.    There  is  a 
very  material  difference  between  that  amount        j 
and  half  a  million. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  was  only  in  oonneo- 
tion with  the  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  understood  the  honoucable 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  £950,000  under  his  control.  If  £145,00» 
was  expended  on  roads  last  year,  it  appeals  to 
me  pretty  clear  that  there  cannot  possibly  be 
the  increase  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggests  next  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  includes  loans  to  local 
bodies.  There  will  be  about  £350,000  for 
roads. 

Mr.  WARD. — So  far  as  I  can  gather,  there 
is  notUDg  like  that  amount  for  roads  alon* 
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proridedin  the  finaneial  ezpenditore  of  this 
yeu.  I  think  my  honoarable  colleague  the 
ICJniBtei  of  Lands  will  be  able  to  olear  up 
that  point.  The  bonooxable  gentleman  says, 
in  connection  with  this  load  expenditure,  that 
it  ia  done  upon  no  principle  whatever.  The 
hoDonnble  gentleman  must  know  that  this 
House,  and  not  the  Minister  of  Lands,  is  re- 
^omible  for  that ;  because  the  votes  ue  placed 
More  the  House  for  it  to  affirm  or  reject. 
If  there  is  no  principle  in  the  present  system, 
the  Uinister  of  Lands  is  in  no  way  respon- 
lible  foi  that.  He  submits  his  proposals  to 
the  House  after  exercising  the  greatest  care, 
tad  if  the  House  assents  to  them  I  do  not  think 
tiu  honoaiable  gentleman  should  be  accused 
of  ezereiaing  no  principle  so  far  as  this  ex- 
penditme  is  concerned.  My  own  view  is  that 
m  shonld  have  the  power  of  expending  more 
tanoally  in  opening  up  roads  for  the  develop- 
ment of  settlement.  I  may  point  out  that  the 
London  Goimty  Council  spends  a  million  every 
jeu  on  streets  and  roads.  It  gets  no  return 
whstevei  from  that  expenditure.  But  in  the 
cue  of  the  bulk  of  the  money  the  expenditure 
of  which  we  are  asking  the  House  to  authorise 
tiiia  year  the  Treasury  will  be  recouped  by 
the  retnm  of  interest  in  the  shape  of  rents. 
cQ  Then,  about  these  conversion  opera- 
tions: I  think  that  was  a  most  de- 
niable provision.  The  honourable  member,  I 
kncv,  is  anxious  to  prevent  the  colony  from 
becoming  overburdened  with  debt,  and  so  am  I, 
and,  I  un  sure,  so  is  every  member  of  this 
Home;  bat  the  honourable  gentleman  ought 
to  fPTO  others  credit  for  endeavouring  to 
uetcise  their  intelligence  to  prevent  that  from 
eoning  about.  Why  are  these  conversion  Acts 
on  the  statute-book  at  all?  Conversion  has 
of  late  years  been  used  very  successfully,  and 
oimveision  was  essentially  part  of  the  financial 
system  of  the  colony.  It  is  the  natural 
■eqnence  of  obtaining  money  that  in  due  course 
eonveision  operations  should  take  place,  and, 
if  bononrable  members  say  that  conversion  is 
wrong,  then  the  conversion  Acts  should  be 
npealed. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  is  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  the  London  market. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentleman  is 
mistilien.  The  conversion  operations  have 
been  carried  on  openly  in  the  London  market. 
There  was  due  publicity  given,  and  the  whole  of 
tile  operations  were  well  known  on  the  London 
Stock  Exchange.  They  were  not  kept  in  the 
dark  opon  the  matter  in  the  slightest  degree ; 
and  to  say  that  it  was  taking  an  unfair  ad- 
nntage  in  not  doing  the  thing  openly  is  to 
nggest  what  is  not  the  case.  .  I  say  that  the 
ganTeoionB  in  the  ordinary  course  have  been 
*siiied  out  publiclys  and  were  included  in  the 
deed-poll.  The  people  most  concerned  would 
have  the  full  knowledge  of  what  was  proposed 
to  be  done,  and  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
•ly  bonowing. 

SitB.  STOUT.— The  deed-poll  is  simply  the 
power  of  attorney  to  yonr  agents. 

lb.  Ward.— It  contains  a  good  deal  more 
tiMii  that.    It  contains  the  proposals  for  con- 


version. It  ear-marks  the  conversion  opera- 
tions. It  contains  the  amount  to  be  converted,, 
and  the  rates  payable.  How,  1  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  suggesting  that  the- 
speech  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  a  slur  upon 
the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe,  was  doing  the  Minister 
of  Lands  a  great  injustice.  I  say.  Sir,  that 
evety  one  who  was  associated  with  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance  has  the  highest  estimate  of  his 
character,  and  the  highest  possible  respect  for- 
his  memory;  and,  further  than  that,  I  will  say 
that  the  policy  which  the  present  Qovemment 
has  adopted  is  the  policy  which  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  was  himself  favourable  to,  and  it  is 
ridiculous  to  suggest  that  the  arguments  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  were  a  slur  upon  his  memory. 
At  that  time  Mr.  Ballance  was  not  Minister  for 
Public  Works. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — He  was  only  a  member  of  the 
Government  who  were  responsible  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  private  railways. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— He  was  just  as  responsible 
as  any  other  member  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  Government  as  a  whole 
were  responsible,  sind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  select  the  late  Mr.  Bal- 
lance as  one  upon  whom  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  cast  any  slur,  because  I  say  no  member 
of  the  Government  would  cast  a  slur  upon  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  I  should 
like  to  say  this  with  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  statement  as  to  this  being  an 
accession  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony: 
that  he  ought  not  to  overlook  the  fact  chat 
this  is  a  progressive  country,  which,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  for  many  years  to  come  re- 
quires to  have  settlement  promoted,  where 
there  will  be  large  annual  expenditure  for 
the  opening-up  of  roads  for  the  settlement  of 
the  lands  of  the  colony.  And  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  blames  the  Government  for 
bringing  down  the  most  reasonable  proposals 
it  can  suggest  to  the  House  for  carrying  out 
the  policy  of  settlement  in  the  colony.  If  my 
honourable  friend  knows  of  a  more  practical 
proposal  he  ought  to  suggest  it,  because  if  he 
can  suggest  a  better  policy  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  lands,  and  for  enabling  those  lands 
to  be  opened  up,  I  think  the  members  of  this. 
House  would  be  only  too  happy  to  hear  of- 
such  proposals,  and,  if  they  were  good  ones, 
to  accept  them.  But,  Sir,  we  have  recog- 
nised that  the  lifeblood  of  this  colony  must 
not  be  sapped.  Settlement  must  go  on. . 
People  must  be  settled  on  the  land.  Further- 
roads  must  be  opened  up,  and  the  necessary 
lands  must  be  obtained,  and  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  in  his  desire  to  obtain  further  lands  for 
settlement,  must  have  the  necessary  means  at 
his  disposal  to  purchase  and  road  those  lauds. 
And  how  are  you  going  to  do  this  great  work, 
unless  you  have  the  money  to  do  it?  I  say 
that  the  measure  now  boEore  the  House  is. 
necessary  in  the  present  position  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  believe  that  any  impartial 
gentleman,  looking  into  the  details  of  the  Bill 
carefully,  wUl  say  that  this  is  an  unre8LSonabl» 
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amount  of  money  to  provide  the  Minister  of 
Lands  with  to  promote  in  every  possible  VTay 
the  settlement  o{  the  country;  and  in  my 
opinion  increased  taxation  for  this  purpose  is 
not  justified,  and  will  certainly  not  under 
these  proposals  be  necessary.  I  can  only  say 
.that  the  Minister  of  Lands  has  placed  the 
vrhole  position  fairly  before  the  House.  This 
is  part  of  the  policy  oi  the  Government ;  and 
I  do  not  admit  what  some  honourable  gentle- 
men say — namely,  that  the  sum  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  is 
any  more  than  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try warrant. 

Mr.  BELL. — Sir,  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
have  time  to  refer  to  one  or  two  s&tements 
made  by  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer;  but  I  remember  that  the  number 
of  his  noughts  is  becoming  almost  historical, 
and  I  think  he  will,  after  reconsideration,  be 
able  to  reply  to  himself — to  reply  to  his  own 
arguments  outside  this  Chamber.  I  shall  not 
occupy  more  time  than  I  can  help  in  referring 
to  a  matter  which  came  up  in  Committee  on 
this  Bill.  On  that  occasion  I  made  a  speech 
which  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  described 
as  cruel,  and  he  invited  me  to  meet  him  on 
some  country  platform,  and  promised  that  his 
friends  would  subject  me  to  such  a  bombard- 
ment of  rotten  eggs  and  bags  of  flour  as  would 
effectually  close  my  mouth. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  quoting  what  I  said.  What  I  said 
was,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  went  to  any 
country  platform  and  made  the  same  speech  he 
would  stand  a  good  chance  of  getting  rotten 


Mr.  BELL. — I  do  not  want  to  argue  about 
terms,  but  the  Minister  invited  me  to  go  with 
him  to  a  country  platform ;  and  I  will  accept 
the  statement  now  made  by  the.  Minister  that 
if  I  expressed  the  same  views  I  should  stand  a 
good  chance  of  having  my  mouth  closed  with 
rotten  eggs  and  bags  of  flour.  He  went  on  to 
say  of  me  that  I  do  not  represent  my  constitu- 
ents in  the  City  of  Wellington,  and,  in  his  own 
eloquent  and  terse  phrase,  he  said,  "  You  will 
never  see  Wellington  again."  As  the  proceed- 
ings in  Committee  are  not  reported,  I  think  it 
is  only  fair  to  those  who,  whether  I  represent 
them  properly  or  not,  are  at  the  present  mo- 
ment my  constituents,  and  to  the  electors  of 
this  provincial  district  generally,  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  Imowing  what 
I  did  say.  I  shall  now  briefly  restate  it,  in 
order  that  on  some  future  occasion,  if,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  thinks,  they  still  hold 
with  him,  they  may  proceed  to  provide  them- 
selves with  the  unsavoury  arguments  by  which 
he  expects  I  shall  be  concluded,  if  not  con- 
vinced. I  am  now  going  to  restate  the  position 
which  excited  the  indignation  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  pass  by  one  matter  with 
a  mere  reference,  i  advised  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  use  that  language  not  to  me,  but 
to  his  supportoiB  on  that  side  of  the  Honse;  at 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  took  what  I 
«onceive  to  be  entirely  unreasonable  ofienoe, 
which  drove  him  to  make  a  diceot  attadc  npoo 
llr.  Ward 


myself.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything 
ofiensive  to  the  honoiuable  gentleman.  TIm 
honourable  gentleman  indicated  that  he  wonU 
offer  opposition  to  me  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion in  Wellington;  but  it  is  only  in  the  natnra 
of  things  that  he  should  do  what  he  has  dona 
in  the  past — that  he  should  do  his  best  to  keep 
me  out  of  Parliament.  Had  I  been  on  ththk 
side  of  the  House  his  opposition  might  bar* 
had  some  effect.  Now,  Sir,  with  the  exceptioa 
of  one  or  two  clansee  in  the  Bill  the  third 
reading  of  which  is  now  before  this  Houae, 
I  supported  it,  as  I  have  always  strongly 
supported  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  of 
the  colony  upon  improving  Crown  lands  be- 
fore settlement.  And  I  also  with  perfect  con- 
sistency supported  the  amendments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  to  inteo- 
duce  in  the  earlier  olanses  of  this  Bill  saA 
a  provision  as  would  insure  that  the  moneys 
raised  should  be  expended  on  roads  and  bridge* 
on  Crown  lands,  and  should  not  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  works  in  settled  districts.  I  was, 
1  say,  consistent  in  that.  I  then  said,  and  I 
reiterate,  that  roads  and  bridges  are  loeal 
works,  the  cost  of  which  ought  to  be  provided 
by  the  locality  out  of  local  rates,  or  local  loans 
for  which  interest  and  sinking  fund  are  pro- 
vided by  the  locality.  I  said,  and  I  reiterate, 
that  there  is  only  one  exception  to  that  rule 
— namely,  that  the  Crown  lands  of  the  coloDy 
may  be  improved  before  sale  out  of  colonial 
moneys,  in  order  that  higher  prices  might  be 
obtained.  I  say  that  is  proper  finance,  and 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  colony  on 
business  lines.  Then  I  was  attacked  and  ap- 
pealed to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
by  others,  who  asked  me  what  I  had  to  say 
with  regard  to  settlers  who  had  recently  beeo 
settled  upon  Crown  lands  and  who  were  with- 
out reasonable  means  of  access,  and  I  replied 
that  those  men  had  obtained  their  land  alb  a 
price  or  rent  fixed  having  regard  to  that  ia- 
accessibility,  and  that,  therefore,  they  ooght 
themselves  either  to  provide  out  of  their  rates 
the  means  of  access  to  their  lauds,  or  to  do  it 
out  of  borrowed  money,  of  which  they  them- 
selves should  pay  the  interest  and  the  sinking 
fund ;  or  that,  if  they  were  to  have  the  moneya 
of  the  colony  for  that  purpose,  they  should 
pay  a  betterment  tax,  inasmuch  as  their  lands 
were  let  to  them  at  a  rent  based  on  the  inao- 
cessibility,  and  made  accessible  out  of  borrovved 
money.  To  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Mastorton  gave  an  answer  quite  logical.  His 
said  that  my  premiss  was  wrong — that,  in  fact, 
the  price  paid  was  a  price  which  was  only  iair 
if  the  land  had  been  accessible.  I  do  not  agree 
with  him;  but, .if  it  is  so,  it  shows  how  un- 
justly onr  land-laws  are  administered.  Now, 
I  admit,  and  never  was  so  silly  as  to  refnae 
to  admit,  that  the  oonstruction  of  roads  and 
bridges  through  a  settled  district  might  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  CroiWB 
lands  adjoining  and  surrounding  it.  I  did 
not  object,  or  seek  to  object,  to  expenditure 
of  that  kind,  nor  did  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  limit 
snob  expenditure ;  bat  what  I  said,  and  whatt 
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I  Tutante  now,  ia  this  :  The  honotnable  gaatla- 
Bua,  the  Hintater  of  Iianda,  haa  taken  a  letter 
d  lioenae  by  this  maaaore.  He  ia  permitted  to 
BrpaA  the  money  either  in  the  improvement 
o(  Cioini  lands  or  in  the  construotion  ol  roads 
ud  bridges  within  settled  diatricta.  He  tella 
na  he  has  still  to  lay  propoaala  for  specifia 
wvks  before  Parliament ;  and  I  sidmit  that, 
thoogh  I  do  not  think  it  is  put  in  very  precise 
temis,  but,  still,  I  will  oonoede  that  to  him 
tod  admit  it.  Bat  hononzable  members  know 
that  it  is  mere  pretence  to  say  there  is  any- 
tUiig  in  the  schednle  to  prevent  the  Minister 
bam  spending  the  money  as  he  pleasea.  The 
Nlling  of  the  log  ia  not  a  new  game,  and  never 
win  be  BO  long  aa  you  have  borrowed  money, 
I  sratessed  the  opinion  that  the  honourable 
gentwm&n  would  not  be  able  to  resist  the  pres- 
san  brought  upon  him  by  honourable  mem- 
ben  and  by  depntationa  from  diatricta.  I 
itid  he  would  not  be  able  to  resist  the  prea- 
nie ;  and,  indeed,  honourable  members  on  his 
aide  agreed  with  that  view,  and  expressed  a 
belief  that  the  Wast  Ck>aat  would  get  a  con- 
siderable share  of  this  money  for  settled  dis- 
tricts. I  want  the  borrowed  money,  if  it  be 
bonDwed  at  ail,  to  be  spent  npon  the  landa  of 
the  colony,  and  in  the  improvement  of  the 
landi  of  the  colony,  and  not  in  the  relief  of 
iettlen  from  local  ratea.  If  money  is  to  be 
spent  in  that  way,  I  do  not  see  why  I  should 
ut  have  a  road  made  in  the  City  of  Welling- 
tn  out  of  colonial  loan-money  for  the  con- 
venieaee  of  its  inhabitants.  I  object  to  that 
in  inndple;  bat  it  would  be  aa  justifiable 
as  nme  of  the  things  which  the  honourable 
natleman  has  taken  a  license  for  under  this 
Bin.  I  say  the  rolling  of  the  log  is  not  a 
new  game,  and  the  rolling  of  the  log  is  begin- 
ning again  as  fast  aa  the  honourable  gentlenuui 
aan  let  it  in  motion  by  pouring  borrowed  money 
mto  the  colony  and  laying  theae  achedulea  on 
the  table. 

Hon.  Mekbebs. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  BELL.  —  It  is  not  corruption.  No 
konootable  member  haa  anything  to  gain  to 
kinuelL  But,  inatead  of  sittmg  here  to  repre- 
Knt  the  country,  each  honourable  member 
thinkE,  tfhen  borrowed  money  is  going  about, 
fbat  it  is  his  daty  to  his  constituents  to  get 
tome  of  this  money.  He  thinks  it  ia  part  of 
his  dnty  as  a  repreaentative  in  thia  Houaa  to 
do  that:  and  that  is  the  injury  which  ia  done 
to  our  whole  political  system.  The  Public 
Works  Statement  is  held  back  now  jnst  as  it 
bai  been  held  back  in  the  past,  and  the  reason 
why  it  is  held  back  is  simply  thia :  that  it 
giies  opportunity  to  meaaure  the  merit  of  a 
Wnstituency,  and  the  desirability  of  providing 
axpenditure  among  that  constituency,  by  the 
fraitical  conduct  of  the  representative  of  that 
aonatitnency  in  thia  Houae.  Sir,  that  is  the 
imanwhy  the  Public  Works  Statement  ia  held 
MA  ;  there  is  no  other  reason. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— What  a  fund  of  informa- 

tiODl 

Ur.  BELL. — ^^le  bonoarable  member  for 
us  Thames  aays.  What  a  fond  of  information  t 
I  do  not  snppose  I  am  giving  the  honooiable 


gentleman  any  information  in  aaying  that.  He 
knowa  it  perfectly  well  without  my  stating  it. 
I  am  simply  stating  a  fact  which  he  and  other 
hononrable  gentlemen  seek  to  keep  out  of  the 
pages  of  Hansard.  But  it  is  a  fact  that  1^ 
BiUa  of  thia  kind,  whioh  give  a  license  of  thu 
nature,  the  Miniater  ia  only  seeking  to  carry  on 
the  same  unfortunate  and  unhappy  demoralisa- 
tion and  degradation,  whioh  has  been  subver- 
sive of  the  principles  that  should  govern  the 
representativea  of  the  people  in  this  House. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words,  and  to  congratulate  the  House  on  the 
advance  that  is  rapidly  being  made.  The  time 
was  when  there  was  no  honourable  member  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  House  who  would  allow 
there  was  any  attempt  to  borrow  on  the  part 
of  the  present  Government.  Sir,  the  most 
sophisticated  arguments  were  Sidduoed  by  mem- 
beta  on  that  aide,  one  after  another,  to  prove 
that  under  no  conceivable  circumstances  could 
it  be  alleged  that  any  borrowing  proposal  had 
been  anbmitted  by  the  Government.  I  am 
glad  to  aee,  however,  aa  we  get  on,  and  as  the 
new  members  on  the  Government  side  are 
beginning  to  realise  the  true  position  of  affairs, 
that  they  are  beginning  to  a^nit  there  ia  very 
considerable  borrowing  in  the  propoaala  of  the 
Government.  It  ia  a  comfort,  after  sitting 
here  for  three  months,  doing  venr  exhausting 
work  to  find  there  is  still  a  laugh  left  in  the 
honourable  gentleman.  It  is  no  longer  a  ques- 
tion with  the  Government  party  whether  there 
ia  borrowing  or  non-borrowing.  It  ia  now  a 
question  whether  it  ia  hundreds,  or  thousands, 
or  hundreds  of  thoustuids,  or  millions ;  and  they 
have  not  yet  quite  arrived  at  a  conclusion, 
but  they  are  beginning  to  think  that  it  is  a  num- 
ber of  millions  the  colony  is  borrowing.  The 
Oolonial  Treasurer  just  now  was  completely 
outside  the  mark  when  he  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
was  wrong  in  his  comparison  between  the  debt 
of  New  Zealand  and  that  of  England.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  arguments  he  attempted  to  put 
forward  amounted  to,  because  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  got  so  confused  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  follow  him.  He  went  on  to  say  that, 
if  there  was  a  comparison,  it  was  a  com- 
parison favourable  to  New  Zealand.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  of  thousands  of  millions  which 
were  embarked  in  private  concerns  in  the  Old 
Country,  which  here  are  charges  on  the  debt 
of  the  colony.  But  he  forgot  one  or  two 
essential  particulars  in  the  arguments  he  ad- 
duced. He  drew  his  comparison  of  the  rail- 
ways in  England  and  New  Zealand,  bat  forgot 
to  tell  the  House  thia :  that  our  railways  are 
made  entirely  out  of  foreign  borrowed  money, 
that  the  locomotives  of  oar  railways  are 
manufactured  in  Europe,  the  very  raila  they 
run  upon  are  made  outside,  and  the  whole  of 
the  money  therefore  is  borrowed,  and  interest 
sent  back  again  from  this  country.  He  for- 
got to  tell  the  House  that  the  circumstances 
were  entirely  difierent  in  the  case  of  England, 
inasmuch  as  there  the  whole  of  the  money 
to  build  the  railways  is  found  within  the 
four   oomexs   of   England.    The   looomotiTas 
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are  manufaotuied  there,  and  the  railways  are 
made  in  England  with  English  money,  and 
therefore  money  is  not  sent  out  of  the  ooontiy 
«8  in  tlie  cose  of  this  colony,  but  is  only  an 
investment  of  the  country  itself  within  its  own 
borders.  Oar  circumstances  are  altogether 
different.  He  did  not  say  that  England  owns 
one  thousand  milUong  of  money  lent  to  other 
countries,  and  that,  whatever  embarrassment 
there  may  be  in  connection  with  railway  invest- 
ments, the  interest  the  thousand  millions  re- 
turn to  the  people  of  England  is  expended  in 
England,  and  therefore  there  is  not  likely  to  be 
experienced  there  the  distress  that  our  borrow- 
ing will  bring  about  in  New  Zealand.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  spoke 
of  the  log-rolling  which  is  going  on  very  fast, 
and  he  tokes  a  more  charitable  view  of  such 
matters  than  I  do  myself.  He  thought  that  the 
rolling  of  the  log  was  primarily  in  the  interests 
of  the  constituencies.  I  should  take  a  different 
view  to  that.  I  should  say  it  is  primarily  in  the 
interest  of  the  man  who  rolls  the  log,  and  that 
the  constituency  is  quite  a  secondary  considera- 
tion :  to  keep  himself  right  with  his  ooo- 
Btituency  is  probably  the  motive  that  gives  the 
impulse  to  the  log.  But,  unfortunately,  now 
we  should  not  compare  the  public-works  policy 
with  the  rolling  of  a  log,  but  rather  with  the 
loUing  of  a  snowball.  A  short  time  ago  this 
Oorernment  called  itself  a  distinctly  non-bor- 
rowing, self-reliant  one  that  was  rolling  a  com- 
paratively small  snowball.  During  the  three 
or  four  years  they  have  been  in  office  they  have 
kept  rolling,  and  rolling,  and  rolling  until  their 
policy,  like  a  snowball, — different  from  a  log, — 
bag  been  oud  of  continual  increase  of  borrowing, 
until  now  we  find  a  snowball  so  large  that  pro- 
bably the  country  will  be  unable  to  bear  its 
weight  much  longer,  and  it  will  melt,  under  the 
genial  sunshine  of  true  criticism,  until  nothing 
18  left  of  it  but  a  mass  of  dirt  accumulated  in 
its  travels.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  said  to  us, 
*'  It  is  all  very  well  to  gay  we  must  not  go  into 
debt;  but  how  else  can  we  get  roads?  "  And  he 
requested  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  to  suggest  some  scheme  by  which  we  could 
get  roads  without  further  borrowing.  This 
Bill  is  most  iniquitous,  inasmuch  as  it  mixes 
np  two  matters — one  borrowing  for  the  im- 
provement of  Crown  lands,  and  the  other  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  It  was  skilfully 
done,  no  doubt,  inasmuch  as  there  is  £260,000 
for  the  improvement  of  "new-acquired  land," 
as  it  is  termed ;  but,  as  has  been  pointed  out 
by  many  honourable  members  who  have  al- 
ready spoken,  it  gives  power  to  the  Minister  to 
use  this  money  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand 
he  thinks  fit.  Whatever  the  intention  of  the 
Government  may  be,  there  is  no  part  of  New 
Zealand  in  which  roads  and  bridges  cannot 
be  made  at  the  will  of  the  Minister  if  he 
chooses.  I  may  be  told  that  Parliament  will 
be  asked  afterwards  to  ratify  what  the  Minister 
has  done.  We  have  seen  a  Serjeant-at-Arms 
sitting  in  this  House-  against  the  will  of 
honourable  members,  but  because  Ministers 
say,  "Batify  this  appointment ;  "  so  they  will 
ratify  any  schedule  the  Minister  may  bring 
Captain  Russell 


down.  So  long  as  they  have  their  present 
majority,  so  long  will  that  majority  agree  to, 
without  consideration,  anything  put  before 
them.  So  do  not  let  us  oongole  ourselves  with 
the  idea  that  there  is  ptkrliamentaiy  controL 
We  have  seen  the  Minister  in  his  somewhat 
passionate  manner  do  what  he  chooses ;  and  so 
with  the  same  strong  will  he  compels  his  fol- 
lowers to  do  what  he  chooses.  And  it  is  the 
Minister  of  Lands  who  is  to  arrange  in  the  future 
wherever. a  road  or  a  bridge  is  to  be  made, 
and  his  colleagues  and  Parliament  may  do 
what  they  like  if  they  do  not  choose  to  agree 
with  him.  Here  is  an  undesirable  set  of  eir- 
cumstances,  a  precions  state  of  things.  Col- 
leagues and  Parliament  are  to  be  cast  aside, 
and  the  Minister  is  to  do  exactly  what  he 
pleases.  The  Minister  may  laugh,  bat  he 
knows  that  I  am  correct  in  saying  what  I 
say.  I  have  a  thorough  dislike  to  giving  soch 
power  to  the  Minister.  I  am  convinced  it  is 
injurious  to  the  colony;  and  I  am  also  con- 
vinced of  this:  that,  though  it  may  be  held 
desirable  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money 
annually,  even  then  there  is  no  very  urgent 
necessity  for  it — certainly  not  to  the  extent 
mentioned  in  this  Bill.  It  is  quite  possible  to 
get  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  all  the  roading 
that  is  required  at  the  present  time  without 
having  to  borrow.  On  further  consideration  of 
„  qf.  the  subject,  and  after  looking  into  the 
'  figures,  I  find  that,  as  for  the  figures 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  his  argument, 
they  are  worse  even  than  I  supposed  them 
to  be.  Now,  taking  the  debt  of  England  at 
£675,000;000— I  do  not  know  the  exact  figures, 
but  some  honourable  gentleman  told  us  it  was 
about  that — and  adding  the  cost  of  railways, 
£1,000,000,000,  we  arrive  at  a  gross  total  o{ 
£1,675,000,000  for  the  consolidated  debt  of 
England,  with  the  railways  added,  as  against 
£40,000,000,  which  is  the  public  debt  of  this 
colony.  But  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  the 
population  of  England  is  fifty -seven  tinaes 
greater  than  that  of  New  Zealand,  which 
proves  this:  that,  taking  the  railway  debt  aa 
a  part  of  the  public  debt  of  England, — which 
it  is  not, — and  comptwing  the  gross  amount 
with  the  public  debt  of  New  Zealand,  we  find 
that  if  the  public  debt  of  England  were  to  be  of 
the  same  proportion  as  it  is  in  New  Zealand 
it  would  amount  to  £2,260,000,000,  as  against 
£1,675,000.000,  which  the  debt  of  England 
coupled  with  the  cost  of  the  railways  really  is 
at  the  present  time.  However,  if  you  take  the 
figures  in  another  way  it  will  stUI  show  that 
the  indebtedness  of  New  Zealand  is  infinitely 
greater  proportionately  than  that  of  Eni^land. 
Deduct  the  cost  of  the  railways  in  both  in- 
stances from  the  sums  which  I  have  already 
quoted  and  it  will  leave  the  balance  still  more 
unfavourable  for  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  than  it  now  appears,  because,  on 
the  same  principle,  multiplying  by  fifty-seven — 
the  proportionate  population  of  England  being 
fifty-seven  times  greater  than  that  of  this  colony 
— if  the  debt  of  England  were  to  be  taken  at 
the  same  proportion  as  ours,  their  public  debt 
would  amount   to   £1,475,000,000,  instead  of 
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£675,000,000,  which  it  xeally  is.  Ftobably  if  the 
indebtednesa  of  the  local  bodies  of  both  coun- 
tzies  were  also  taken  into  acooont  oui  position 
would  appear  to  be  really  worse  than  it  appears 
Iran  the  last  calculation.  As  I  have  already 
■aid,  I  believe  there  is  a  better  system  of  getting 
money  to  road  the  country  than  this  very  ex- 
pensive system  of  borrowing  that  is  now  being 
niged  upon  the  House,  and  it  is  this :  Whatever 
our  opinions  may  be  upon  the  nationalisation 
of  the  land,  every  honourable  member  must 
agree  that,  as  the  larger  proportion  of  land  has 
already  passed  from  the  State  into  the  hands  of 
private  individuals,  the  nationalisation  of  the 
estate  of  the  colony  is  practically  an  impos- 
■ibility,  and  therefore  the  Government  might 
well  continue  to  sell ;  though  I  know  there  are 
persons  who  think  that  to  sell  an  acre  of  land 
is  wrong.  I  hold  a  different  opinion  myself. 
Bat,  leaving  that  on  one  side  for  the  moment, 
there  can  be  no  question  that,  so  far  as  the  land- 
tennre  of  the  colony  goes,  it  is  impossible  to 
nationalise  the  land.  Therefore,  having  parted 
with  the  land  to  a  certain  extent,  would  it  not 
be  better  to  sell  or  lease  what  remains,  under 
the  land- laws  of  the  colony?  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  always  held  that  what  is  called  the 
leaae  in  perpetuity  is  in  itself  most  iniquitous. 
We  are  practically  giving  away  the  estate  of 
the  colony  for  no  purpose.  Though  I  am  cold 
there  is  interest  chargeable  on  the  leasehold, 
yet  the  fact  remains  that  as  the  land  con- 
tinues increasing  in  value  the  State  will  not 
lei^i  the  advantage  accruing  from  that  in- 
crease. Instances  of  this  increase  will  readily 
occur  to  every  person.  The  value  of  some 
land  will  increase  tenfold  or  even  a  hundred- 
fold within  the  next  fifty  or  one  hundred 
years,  and,  as  the  persons  who  take  up  land 
under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system  only  pay 
interest  on  the  original  value,  and  as  some  of 
this  land,  which  is  now  sold  merely  as  country 
land,  will  be  the  sites,  I  hope,  of  busy  and  pro- 
cperoos  towns,  the  colony  will  derive  no  ad- 
vantage whatever  from  parting  with  that  land 
on  what  I  call  the  entirely  wrong  system  of 
giving  it  away  instead  of  reaping  the  advantage 
which  is  to  be  got  from  it  by  selling  it.  We 
■boald  do  this,  instead  of  borrowing  largely: 
ftnd  the  need  for  such  sums  gls  we  are  now 
•sked  to  aathorise  for  land  -  purchase  does 
not  exist,  so  far  as  any  immediate  require- 
ment is  concerned,  because  there  are  large 
Areas  of  country  still  unoccupied  and  unsettled. 
And,  though  I  think  it  desirable  to  buy  Native 
land,  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  large  a  sum 
as  £2-50,000  being  authorised  for  buying  land  in 
addition  to  the  £50,000  a  year  already  autho- 
riaad.  I  do  not  care  to  discuss  the  amount 
which  the  Government  will  have  at  their  dis- 
posal for  making  roads  and  for  the  purchase  of 
Kative  lands.  Under  this  Bill  there  is,  to  my 
mind,  an  iniquitous  provision  by  which  money 
Apparently  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  Native 
Iimd  can  in  reality  be  employed  to  open  up 
mads  to  ^ve  access  to  Native  land.  Take 
that  definition  in  its  narrowest  sense  and 
jaa  will  find  that  it  affords  opportunity  for  a 
gteat  deal  of  Ministerial  patronage.     Take  it 


in  its  vridest  sense,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
part  of  New  Zealand  in  which  money  cannot 
be  spent  on  roads  and  bridges  under  the 
nominal  and  flimsy  pretext  that  it  is  being 
spent  in  giving  access  to  Native  lands.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  quite  wrong.  However, 
reverting  to  the  subject  I  was  dealing  with,  I 
should  very  much  prefer  to  see  a  certain  sum 
devoted  annually  only  to  the  purchase  of  Na- 
tive land.  Surely  that  would  be  wise  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  colony,  because  we  must  bear 
this  in  mind :  We  are  now  asked  to  pledge 
the  credit  of  the  colony,  of  every  individual 
in  the  colony,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  away 
land  to  certain  individuals — to  certain  favoured 
individuals,  I  may  say.  I  do  not  mean  that 
they  will  be  favoured  by  the  department ;  but, 
still,  it  must  be  felt  that  these  persons  will 
be  favoured  individuals ;  and  yet  every  person 
in  the  community  will  be  liable  to  taxation 
if  the  circumstances  should  be  such  that  the 
Crown  tenants  are  not  able  at  any  time  to 
pay  their  rent :  that  is  to  say,  all  wUl  then  be 
liable  to  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
Now,  surely  it  would  be  better,  when  a  large 
piece  of  country  is  bought  by  the  Government, 
that  it  should  be  opened  up  for  settlement; 
and,  instead  of  giving  away  the  whole  of  this 
land  to  persons  under  leaiie  in  perpetuity,  it 
would  be  desirable  to  divide  it  into  such  sec 
tions  that  you  should  have  all  kinds  of  settlers 
represented.  In  other  words,  what  1  advocate 
is  that  a  certain  area  of  land  should  be  laid 
off  for  cash  sales  and  a  proportion  for  lease 
under  the  perpetual-lease  system.  The  money 
derived  from  the  cash  sales  should  be  expended 
in  forming  the  main  roads  through  the  block, 
so  giving  .employment  to  the  perpetual -lease 
holders  during  the  early  days  of  their  occu- 
pation. There  is  a  great  deal  to  recommead 
the  perpetual  lesise,  but  nothing,  that  I  see, 
to  recommend  the  lease  in  perpetuity.  But 
if  the  system  were  adopted  that  I  suggest  it 
would  encourage  persons  with  limited  capital 
to  take  up  land.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a 
wise  thing  to  put  persons  absolutely  devoid 
of  cash  on  bush -land.  To  put  men  without 
one  penny  of  their  own  on  bush-land  means 
that  they  will  have  absolutely  nothing  to  live 
upon,  and  that  they  must  live  in  continual 
hardship  for  many  years — that  sort  of  heurd- 
ship  which  is  inoidentai  to  the  settler's  life 
in  a  new  district.  I  do  not  attach  much  im- 
portance to  that,  because  the  man  who  is  not 
prepared  to  undergo  hardship  of  that  kind  is 
hardly  worth  considering,  and,  if  these  men 
struggle  on  for  years  successfully,  it  will  not  be 
in  misery,  for  so  long  as  there  is  hope  it  will  be 
nothing  but  a  pleasure.  But  the  inevitable 
result  of  putting  men  on  the  land  without  capi- 
tal must,  in  my  opinion,  be  that  at  the  end  of, 
say,  five  years  or  so  these  men  will  fail,  and 
have  to  be  bought  out  by  those  who  have  ac- 
quired a  little  capital,  and  they  will  reap  the 
benefit  of  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  origi- 
nal occupiers.  Therefore,  I  say,  such  a  scheme 
as  this  might  be  devised:  that  certain  areas 
of  land  should  be  sold  annually,  and  other 
letnds  opened  up  for  selection  under  the  per- 
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petoal-Iease  system,  to  allow  those  with  small 
oapital  to  go  on  the  land ;  and  the  perpetual- 
lease  holders  would  have  the  advantage  of 
having  roads  made  by  persons  with  capital, 
who  wish  to  settle  on  land,  but  are  unable  to 
purchase  land  as  they  wish  to  do.  This  wa« 
evidenced  the  other  day  by  a  letter  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  read  from  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
anxious  to  settle  in  New  Zealand,  but  was 
frightened  away  by  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  know,  myself,  of  similar  circum- 
stances ;  but  if  sufficient  land  were  opened  up 
annually  for  sale,  and  if  arterial  roads  were 
constructed  through  blocks  to  enable  them  to 
be  comfortably  occupied,  this  would  be  ob- 
viated. It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  utterly  disas- 
trous policy  to  go  in  for  further  borrowing. 
But  if  we  allow  men  with  capital  to  purchase 
land,  they  would  give  employment  to  the  per- 
petual-lease holders  during  the  earlier  years 
of  their  occupation,  and  there  would  be  the 
double  advantage  of  having  the  roads  made 
out  of  the  land — which  seems  a  quite  legiti- 
mate principle — and  of  giving  employment  to 
those  men  without  oapital  who  are  prepared 
to  go  on  the  land,  until  they  are  able  to  make 
a  living  out  of  it.  That  is  what  I  wish  to 
see.  I  should  like  to  make  a  remark  upon  Jthe 
observation  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  he 
declined  to  consider  the  position  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway.  Money  has  been  ad- 
vanced from  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bail- 
way  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads,  and  for 
other  purposes  in  connection  with  the  supposed 
advancement  of  that  railway;  and,  seeing  that 
nnder  this  Bill  it  is  contemplated  to  take 
money  out  of  a  fund — money  which  has  yet 
to  be  raised — to  recoup  the  Consolidated  Fund 
for  the  moneys  expended  up  to  the  Slst 
March  last — I  cannot  see  why  the  principle 
should  not  be  further  extended.  We  are  not 
likely  to  expend  a  quarter  of  a  million  this 
year,  and  why,  therefore,  a  portion  of  the 
money  advanced  to  the  Public  Works  Fund 
from  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
Fund  should  not  be  restored  to  it,  so  as 
to  allow  the  line  to  be  pushed  on,  I  cannot 
understand.  I  would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  paid  from  the  North  Island 
Uain  Trunk  Railway  Fund  to  make  roads  to 
give  access  to  lands  on  the  West  Coast,  par- 
ticularly from  Wanganui,  Pipiriki,  Hunter- 
ville,  and  other  places,  and  I  would  urge  that 
there  is  a  legitimate  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
people  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gis- 
bome  and  the  East  Coast  to  similar  considera- 
tion ;  and  I  hope  the  Minister,  when  he  has 
passed  the  Bill,  which  is  inevitable,  will  take 
Into  consideration  the  large  area  of  country  on 
the  East  Coast  which  has  benefited  not  one 
iota,  and  which  under  his  proposals,  unless  my 
vision  is  distorted,  will  be  liable  to  the  further 
taxation  which  must  be  imposed  on  the  colony 
within  the  next  two  years  to  make  up  for  the 
expenditure  under  his  administration. 
Mr.  HEKE. — I  wish  to  express  a  few  words 
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in  reference  to  the  amount  set  apart  to  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  purchase  of  Native  land.  I  think, 
myself,  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  to  borrow 
more  money  to  purchase  Native  land.  I  think 
the  aim  of  this  Government,  and  of  every  Go- 
vernment that  may  come  into  power,  should 
be  to  try  to  settle  all  the  Crown  lands  at  the 
present  time,  and  all  the  lands  purchased  from 
the  Natives  year  after  year,  instead  of  bor- 
rowing more  money  for  this  purpose,  which 
amounts  to  nothing  but  placing  more  taxation 
on  the  people.  The  aim  of  the  Govemmmit 
should  be  to  try  to  recoup  all  the  money  spent 
in  purchasing  Native  land.  If  such  a  positioa 
could  be  taken,  no  doubt  any  Government  that 
may  come  into  power  would  be  able  to  purchase 
Native  lands  when  the  colony  is  in  a  position 
to  realise  they  are  in  the  receipt  of  revenue 
that  goes  towards  the  extinguishment  of  money 
borrowed  for  this  purpose.  I  know  qnite  well 
every  Government  wishes  to  make  a  record  in 
the  purchSfSe  of  Native  lands.  I  think  that  is 
a  folly  that  should  be  put  a  stop  to  for  at  least 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  the  attention  of  every 
Government  should  be  turned  to  settling  the 
people  on  the  land  and  getting  a  source  of  re- 
venue to  extinguish  the  money  borrowed  in  the 
past.  I  intended  to  test  the  feeling  of  honour- 
able members  last  night  in  reference  to  the 
amount  set  apart  in  the  Bill ;  but  I  thought 
it  was  not  advisable,  nor  of  any  use,  to  call 
for  a  division  on  it,  as  the  evident  inclination 
of  every  honourable  n^ember  is  towards  pur- 
chasing Native  land  year  after  year,  which  I 
think  to  be  a  great  mistake.  Although  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  a  great  deal  in  reference  to  the 
moneys  intended  to  be  borrowed  for  roads  and 
bridges — and  I  think  it  is  advisable  that  money 
should  be  obtained  for  that  purpose— I  do  not 
agree  with  the  amounts,  as  the  strain  on  the 
taxpayer  is  already  heavy  enough.  The  cry  is 
raised  at  present  to  reduce  the  tariff.  Well,  I 
think,  it  the  step  in  the  direction  I  mentioned  is 
taken  it  will  be  one  in  the  right  direction — 
namely,  that  of  allowing  taxation  to  be  relieved 
on  the  taxpayer.  I  merely  wish  to  protest 
against  the  large  sum  intended  to  be  borrowed 
for  the  purchase  of  more  Native  land. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
add  to  those  I  made  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill  is 
simply  a  pill  coated  with  sugar.  The  sugar  in 
the  Bill  consists  in  its  reference  to  roads  and 
bridges;  the  nauseous  part  of  the  Bill  has 
reference  to  borrowing  money  for  this  purpose. 
A  little  time  ago  the  colony,  from  the  North 
Cape  to  the  Bluff,  protested  against  any  fur- 
ther borrowing,  and  I  believe  that  nearly  every 
member  gave  some  pledge  to  his  constituents 
that  he  would  oppose  any  further  borrowing. 
It  was  the  cry  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  that  we  had  had  enough  of 
borrowing.  I  find  on  reading  the  papers  that 
wherever  a  candidate  spoke  against  increas- 
ing the  debt  of  the  colony  by  borrowing  that 
sentiment  was  hailed  with  cheers.  But  now  I 
find  honourable  members  are  ready  to  take  this 
Bill — to  swallow  this  pill,  as  I  call  it,  beoauae 
of  its  sugar-coating  witii  lefeienee  to  roads  amd 
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bridges.  I  know  that  the  coantry,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  does  desire  that  loads  and  bridges 
■hoald  be  constructed ;  but  before  the  last  elec- 
tion the  country  had  that  before  it  just  as 
much  as  it  has  now.  The  question  was  just  as 
much  the  burning  question  before  we  addressed 
the  electors  as  it  is  on  the  present  occasion, 
and,  notwithstanding  that  the  country  settlers 
felt  the  necessity  for  roads  and  bridges,  they  did 
mot  desire  that  these  roads  and  bridges  should 
b«  constructed  with  borrowed  money.  If  the 
aentiment  of  the  settlers  has  changed,  then  I 
say,  Let  us  have  roads  and  bridges  with  money 
borrowed  on  a  fair  and  open  basis — let  it  be 
understood  we  go  in  for  borrowing  money  for 
that  purpose,  and  let  the  roads  and  bridges  be 
specified  for  which  the  money  is  to  be  borrowed. 
I  shoold  have  far  less  objection  to  the  borrow- 
ing of  money  if  it  were  to  be  devoted  for  certain 
specified  roads  and  bridges  scheduled  in  an  Act 
or  declared  by  Parliament.  But  when  I  come 
to  this  Act  there  is  neither  one  thing  nor  the 
other.  There  is  no  guarantee  that  any  par- 
ticular road  should  have  any  particular  sum. 
Indeed,  it  appears  to  'me  not  to  give  relief  to 
present  settlers  at  all.  The  object  is  not  to 
fxinstruct  roads  for  or  give  facilities  to  those 
already  on  the  land,  but  the  first  object,  I 
believe,  is  to  provide  roads  and  bridges  in  con- 
nection with  laud  that  is  to  be  purchased ;  so 
that  if  this  comes  into  efioct  the  settlers  who 
expect  that  they  will  get  something  that  will 
help  them  will  find  themselves  very  much 
mistaken.  I  say  that  this  Bill  misleads  the 
settlers  now  on  the  land,  as  it  will  bo  found 
to  give  very  little  relief  to  those  who  are  at 
present  on  the  land.  I  believe  one  of  the 
main  features  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  the 
Hinistry  to  advance  money  to  those  who  have 
no  money,  in  order  that  they  may  go  on  rough 
bush-land  and  endeavour  to  bring  it  into  work- 
able order.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  in  this  respect.  He 
has  bad  experience  in  these  matters,  and  knows 
that  it  requires  a  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
perience to  prepare  a  man  for  a  farmer's  life ; 
and  you  cannot,  by  simply  advancing  a  little 
money  to  men,  enable  them  to  go  on  to  rough 
bush-land  and  become  successful  settlers  at 
once.  I  wish  to  emphasize  this :  that  this  Bill 
is  what  I  should  call  a  fraud.  It  pretends  to  be 
«  Bill  to  assist  with  roods  and  bridges  settlers 
already  in  the  country,  whereas  it  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  money  is  to  be  advanced  in 
connection  with  lands  that  are  going  to  be 
opened  up,  and  not  those  already  settled.  I 
protest  against  this  Bill.  It  is  only  a  sweet 
morsel  held  out  to  tempt  settlers,  and  is  en- 
tirely misleading,  and  I  protest  against  money 
being  borrowed  for  this  purpose.  If  the  coun- 
try bom  north  to  south  has  changed  its  mind 
with  regard  to  borrowing,  next  session  we  shall 
have  learned  it,  and  be  prepared  to  support 
borrowing  for  legitimate  purposes;  and  what 
I  call  legitimate  purposes  are  those  we  have 
already  expended  money  on.  I  believe  that 
the  money  we  have  borrowed  in  the  past  for 
public  works  will  give  far  better  value  than  any 
money  expended  under  any  of  these  expeci- 
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mental  Acts  which  the  present  Government 
are  initiating.  I  shall  oppose  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— I  shall  support  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill.  I  voted  for  the  second  read- 
ing without  making  any  remarks,  as  I  did  not 
wish  to  hinder  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee  at  the  earliest  moment.  I  should 
now  have  voted  for  it  with  much  more  pleasure 
had  it  had  one  or  two  alterations.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  Bill  at  any  length,  because  I 
realise  that  at  such  a  late  period  of  the  session 
the  sooner  we  get  some  Bills  passed  through, 
and  into  the  other  House  the  better  for  our 
prospect  of  an  early  close  of  the  session.  But 
I  must  express  my  opinion,  Jn  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  already  agreed  to  raise  £250,000 
for  the  purchase  of  lands,  that  the  amount 
proposed  in  this  Bill  is  excessive.  However,  as 
the  "  true  Liberal  party  "  are  strong  enough  to 
carry  any  sum  that  may  be  put  in  any  Govern- 
ment measure,  I  suppose  we  must  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  majority,  and  let  the  BiU 
go  through.  But  there  is  one  principle  I  re- 
gret is  not  put  in  this  Bill,  and  that  is  the  one 
embodied  in  the  amendment  moved  last  night, 
providing  for  the  retention  of  the  fee-simple 
by  the  State,  and  a  periodical  revaluation  of 
the  rent  to  be  paid  for  land  acquired  under 
the  Bill.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  State  owner- 
ship of  the  land,  and  I  think  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  House  has,  for  the  second  time 
this  session,  refused  to  acknowledge  this  prin- 
ciple. The  time,  I  think,  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  country  will  demand  that  the  land- 
laws  of  the  colony  shall  be  changed  and  State 
ownership  be  recognised  as  the  leading  prin- 
ciple of  our  land' laws.  It  has  been  said  that 
revaluation  is  unfair,  but  I  merely  point  out 
that  a  revaluation  may  either  be  upward  or 
downward.  If  the  land  becomes  more  valuable 
through  the  expenditure  of  public  money  and 
increase  of  population,  or  other  causes,  then 
undoubtedly  the  rental  value  of  the  land  will 
be  higher;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  value  of 
produce  falls,  or  if  from  various  causes  the  value 
of  the  land  is  low,  the  rental  to  be  paid  will 
be  reduced;  therefore  either  way  you  look  at 
it  it  is  fair.  I  again  express  my  regret  that 
members  of  the  House  have,  for  the  second 
time  this  session,  refused  to  admit  the  principle 
of  State  ownership  of  land,  with  periodic  re- 
valuations of  rent. 

Mr.  COLLINS.— I  do  not  wish,  Sir, 
unnecessarily  to  prolong  the  debate  on 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  but,  as  it  is  a 
matter  in  which  I  take  a  very  great  interest, 
and  on  which  to  my  constituents  I  expressed 
very  pronounced  opinions,  I  feel  justified  in 
making  one  or  two  comments  on  the  Bill  at 
this  stage.  I  may  say,  Sir,  that  during  the 
election  campaign  I  repeatedly  and  strongly 
advocated  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  for 
settlement  purposes,  and  I  have  watched  the 
passing  of  this  measure  through  the  House 
with  a  very  considerable  amount  of  interest, 
and  interest  of  a  very  deep  character.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  this  House  has 
passed  no  more  important  measure  than  this 
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during  this  gession.  The  whole  of  the  details 
have  been  so  much  disoussed  that  I  shall 
endeavour,  for  the  few  moments  I  intend  to 

trespass  upon  the  attention  of  honourable 
members,  to  confine  my  observations  to  one 
or  two  points.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  who  referred  to  the  speech  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  endeavoured  to  dis- 
parage the  arguments  that  honourable  gentle- 
man put  before  the  House  by  pointing  out  that 
there  was  a  very  distinct  difference  between 
the  indebtedness  of  private  companies  in  Eng- 
'  land  and  the  indebtedness  of  this  colony. 
Over  and  over  again  it  has  been  suggested  that, 
if,  in  referring  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
colony,  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  this  colony  has  engaged  in  very  expensive 
enterprises  which  in  the  Old  Country  fall  to 
the  charge  of  private  companies,  the  relative 
positions  of  the  two  countries  would  stand  very 
differently.  It  has  been  argued  that  our  in- 
debtedness during  the  past  fifty  years  has  in- 
creased at  a  rate  altogether  out  of  proportion 
to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Old  Conntry.  Sir, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  pointed  out — and 
I  would  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact — that 
in  the  Old  Country  very  large  sums  of  money 
are  expended  upon  works  of  a  public  charac- 
ter, which  moneys  are  drawn  from  the  purses 
of  private  individuals^f  private  companies. 
In  this  way  more  than  one  thousand  millions 
of  money  have  been  expended  during  the  past 
fifty  years  on  railways  alone.  Now,  what  was 
the  reply  of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  argument  on 
this  point?  He  says  there  is  no  comparison, 
because  the  moneys  so  expended  are  expended 
within  the  Old  Country  —  that  is,  within  the 
country  in  which  they  are  raised ;  they  were 
their  own,  drawn  from  people  in  their  own 
country,  and  did  not  represent  loons,  such  as 
the  money  raised  for  this  colony  represents. 
But  if  the  honourable  member  will  deal  with 
this  matter  fairly — if  he  will  not  draw,  as  has 
often  been  said,  a  red-herring  across  the  scent 
on  this  point — I  think  he  will  see  there  is  really 
a  very  cogent  argument  from  this  standpoint. 
Although  it  may  be  true  that  those  moneys 
are  withdrawn  from  private  persons  within  the 
conntry,  and  are  expended  within  the  country, 
and  so  cannot  be  termed  a  loan,  they  neverthe- 
less represent  a  loan  drawn  from  one  portion 
of  the  community,  the  interest  on  which  very 
largely  comes  from  another  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. It  may  be  termed  a  loan  within 
the  country  as  truly  as  honourable  members 
have  used  the  term  with  regard  to  the  raising 
of  Consols  within  this  country.  The  argu- 
ment is  exactly  the  same.  But  I  would  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  remarkable 
difference  between  this  country  and  the  Old 
Country.  What  is  the  national  income  of  the 
Old  Country  ?  It  is  £1,250,000,000  per  annum, 
out  of  which  £200,000,000  represents  rent  and 
£250,000,000  represent  interest.  No  wonder 
the  Old  Country  can  find  funds  for  the  con- 
struction of  her  own  railroads  without  raising 
external  loans  when  there  ace  classes  of  pri- 
vate individuals  within  the  Old  Country  in 
Mr.  Collim 


receipt  of  such  huge  sums  as  £300,000,000  pec 
annum  for  rent  and  £250,000,000  per  annum 
for  interest.  No  classes  in  this  conntry  are 
in  receipt  of  incomes  of  anything  like  the  ex- 
tent of  the  incomes  in  the  Old  Land.  And 
yet,  what  have  we  seen  within  the  lost  fifty 
years  ?  This  country  fifty  years  ago  was,  prac- 
tically speaking,  without  any  of  the  arts  and 
appliances,  the  means  and  methods,  of  civilised 
communities.  What  has  been  done  within  the 
past  fifty  years  ?  Within  that  time  so  effectu- 
ally have  the  features  of  this  country  been 
transformed  that  persons  coming  from  the 
Old  Country  now  practically  feel  that  they  are 
simply  stepping  from  one  portion  of  Great 
Britain  to  another.  They  find  all  the  means 
and  appliances  characteristic  of  civilised  and 
settled  communities.  Now,  it  was  impossible 
that  this  could  have  been  done  by  expending 
money  belonging  to  those  within  the  colony. 
The  people  who  came  here  were  not  the  posses- 
sors of  millions  in  rent  and  interest,  and,  when 
public  works  demanding  such  an  enormona  ex- 
penditure bad  to  be  carried  out,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  these  moneys  should  be 
obtained  from  a  country  where  people  were  in 
possession  of  moneys  that  could  be  lent  out 
for  this  purpose.  I  think,  when  we  take  these 
facts  into  consideration,  we  shall  really  see 
that  there  is  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
argument,  and  of  cogent  argument  too,  in  the 
material  advanced  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  no  measure  has  been 
more  demanded  by  the  conntry  than  this  mea- 
sure for  the  settlement  of  the  Native  lands. 
As  I  said  before,  it  is  not  my  desire  now,  once 
again,  to  traverse  the  details  of  the  measure. 
I  simply  desire,  on  the  third  reading,  to  say  I 
believe  no  more  useful  work  will  have  been 
accomplished  this  session  than  the  bringing  of 
the  Native  lands  within  the  possibility  of  im- 
mediate settlement.  I  believe  that  wUI  add 
materially  to  the  prosperity  of  the  conntry. 
And,  Sir,  while  it  has  been  urged,  and  may  still 
be  urged,  that  we  are  losing  sight  of  the  towns, 
I  would  again  point  ont  that  the  success  of  the 
country  means  the  success  of  the  towns,  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  means  the  progress 
of  the  towns ;  and  I  feel  quite  convinced  that  if 
honourable  members  would  only  take  a  broad 
and  generous  view  of  the  matter  they  would 
realise  that  they  could  not  do  better  work 
than  by  setting  themselves  to  the  passing  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  am  opposed  to  this 
measure  because  it  is  one  of  the  number  of 
borrowing  Bills,  and  I  oppose  it  all  the  more 
because  of  the  very  peculiar  ground  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  up  in  this  matter.  The 
Government,  having  seen,  generally  speaking, 
that  the  centres  of  population  in  New  Zealand 
were  opposed  to  a  borrowing  policy,  and  re- 
alising that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  con- 
trol and  hold  the  country  votes,  have,  with 
great  astuteness,  put  the  borrowing  to  what 
may  be  termed  country  purposes.  In  other 
words,  instead  of  raising  money  to  enter  upon 
a  public-works  policy,  they  are  raising  money 
primarily  for  the  oountiy  districts— that  is^ 
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under  eovar  of  the  department  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Iiands.  Now,  there  is  one  amend- 
meat  which  the  Minister  has  himself  made  in 
clauses  4  and  5  which  I  think  is  a  very  proper 
amendment,  and  that  is,  the  striking-oat  of  the 
word  "  person,"  and  putting-in  of  the  words 
"  number  of  working-men  comprising  an  asso- 
ciation-" That,  of  course,  will  stop  any  man 
from  being  able  to  pick  out  the  eyes  of  the 
Crown  lands,  which,  with  the  Bill  as  it  came 
doini  to  us,  wonid  undoubtedly  have  been  done. 
However,  I  oppose  the  Bill  because  it  seems 
to  me  that,  as  has  been  well  said,  log-rolling, 
so  far  as  the  country  votes  are  concerned,  will 
be  the  order  of  the  day.  I  endeavoured  to  get 
the  word  "  Crown  "  inserted  before  "  Lands  " 
•o  as  to  read  "  Crown  Lands  Improvement," 
«nd  I  think  I  had  good  grounds  for  doing 
that,  seeing  that  this  House  had  voted  a  mil- 
lion and  a  quarter  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
for  settlement,  and  that  in  this  Bill  it  also 
proposes  £200,(XX)  practically  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  Native  lands — that  is,  £200,000 
for  lands  and  £50,000,  I  believe,  for  roadiog 
these  lands.  Now,  I  think  if  we  had  a  far 
smaller  amount  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  con- 
fined specially  to  land  the  Crown  is  purchasing, 
then  the  Crown  would  get  back  the  money 
by  the  enhanced  value  it  would  put  upon  these 
lands  before  they  were  settled  upon.  The  Bill 
as  it  is  now  gives  the  Minister  of  Lands  the  con- 
trol of  half  the  votes  in  this  House,  and  that,  I 
believe,  is  really  the  main  object  the  Govern- 
nurnX  have  in  view  in  putting  the  Bill  forward 
instead  of  bringing  down  the  proposals  in  con- 
neetion  with  public  works.  That,  at  any  rate, 
is  the  way  in  which  I  look  at  it.  This  Bill,  and 
Bills  which  the  Jlinister  of  Lands  has  brought 
down,  practically  covers  £800,000  of  loan-money, 
and  I  say  there  was  no  member  of  this  House 
tetamed  to  support  any  such  policy.  I  am 
quite  sore  of  that,  for  I  have  read  most  of  the 
speeches  of  honourable  members  when  they  were 
addressing  their  constituents.  I  think  t  have 
read  nearly  every  speech  of  every  member.  I 
went  throngh  them  all,  and  my  opinion  is  that 
the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  party  were  re- 
tanied  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  late  Mr. 
Ballanee — a  non-borrowing  self-reliant  policy ; 
and,  instead  of  that,  here  we  have  proposals  for 
£300,000  of  borrowing  for  dealing  in  lands  and 
roads.  Behind  this,  we  have  other  proposals  for 
advance*  to  settlers,  and  the  Consols  to  wipe  out 
the  present  issue  of  Treasury  bills.  I  think,  as 
I  said  before,  the  Government  should  have  al- 
lowed honourable  members  to  consult  their  con- 
stituencies as  to  whether  these  proposals  wore 
what  tbsy  desired  or  not.  I  quite  realise  that 
no  country  member  in  this  Hours  can  trust 
himself  to  oppose  tliis  measure,  because  every 
oountry  district  in  New  Zealand  is  in  want  of 
better  roads — wants  roads  to  sections  that  have 
been  sold  in  the  past  but  which  are  inacces- 
sible, and  the  general  wish  is  to  see  every 
district  developed.  Of  course,  if  any  coun- 
try member  were  to  oppose  a  measure  of 
this  kind  he  would  be  in  very  great  danger 
of  coming  into  conflict  with  his  constituents. 
I  quite  sbdmit  that  it  has  been  a  very  astute 


move  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  put  the 
new  policy  under  the  administration  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  because,  if  they  had  come 
down  to  the  House  with  borrowing  proposals 
for  public  works  for  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, there  is  no  doubt  that  those  members 
who  have  no  railroads  in  their  districts  could 
not  have  supported  the  vote.  At  the  same 
time,  though  this  vote  is  under  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  yet,  practically,  it  is  just  as  much  a 
vote  as  if  it  had  been  raised  for  public  works, 
because  the  sums  of  money  that  would  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  will 
not  come  under  this  heading,  and  larger  sums 
can  be  voted  for  public  works  and  for  railways. 
Whichever  way  you  look  at  it,  it  simply 
means,  after  aU  is  said,  that  the  public  works 
are  to  be  supplemented  by  £300,000,  because 
there  is  £250,000  for  roads  and  bridges  under 
this  Bill,  and  there  is  £50,000  under  the  1891 
Act.  It  is  very  curious  that,  when  in  Com- 
mittee, the  Minister  made  very  indistinct 
statements  with  regard  to  these  loans  to  local 
bodies.  First  he  did  not  know  anything  at  all 
about  it,  then  he  was  not  going  to  use  it, 
and  then  he  made  another  remark,  that  it 
would  bo  in  one  of  the  schedules  he  would 
bring  down.  That  he  should  have  made  the 
three  statements  is  one  of  the  carious  things 
that  we  often  hear  from  the  Ministerial 
benches.  Then,  there  is  the  £.50,000  more  for 
Native  lands.  That  really  means  £350,000  for 
the  roads  and  bridges  of  the  colony  this  year. 
Now,  I  say  no  member  of  this  House  was  re- 
turned to  support  any  such  proposal.  Not  a 
country  member  was  returned  on  that  condi- 
tion. Of  course,  there  is  also  the  £250,000  for 
land  for  settlement,  and  £250,000  for  Native 
lands,  making  £450,000  for  land-purchases  this 
year.  I  am  a  strong  believer  in,  and  have 
always  supported,  the  idea  that  the  proper 
function  and  duty  of  the  Government  was  to 
deplete  the  cities  and  get  men  on  the  land  as 
fast  as  they  could  do  this  properly.  There  is 
no  need  for  the  Government  to  go  in  for  this 
excessive  land-purchasing  when  we  have  such 
a  large  amount  of  Crown  lauds  available 
and  already  in  our  possession.  It  would  be 
better  that  the  money  should  be  devoted  to 
the  rooding  of  Crown  lands  we  have  already; 
and  I  consider  the  Government  could  open 
up  four  times  the  amount  of  land  —  land 
quite  OS  good  as  tlio  land  they  are  purchasing 
under  this  Act.  Of  course,  these  lands  are  not 
so  accessible  as  the  land  they  intend  to  acquire, 
but  I  have  always  held  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
State  primarily  to  find  land  where  the  people 
desire  it.  So  long  as  there  is  land  vacant  in 
the  colony,  there  is  the  place  for  them  :  so 
long  as  the  Government  give  them  proper  ac- 
cess to  it,  that  should  be  sufficient.  Now,  I 
said  before  that  I  believe  this  money  will 
be  spent  for  log-rolling  and  controlling  votes 
in  this  House,  and  that  the  bulk  of  it  will  not 
bo  spent  in  developing  the  Crown  lands  that 
the  Ministry  are  going  to  purcha-oe.  I  am  sura 
it  will  be  found  that,  when  the  Public  Works 
Statement  comes  down,  the  ordinary  sums  of 
money  that  we  have  found  in  the  past  appear- 
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ing  in  that  Statement  for  roads  and  bridges  I 
will  really  coma  out  of  this  vote,  and  therefore 
this  means  simply  and  purely  the  raising  of 
loan-moneys  for  a  public-works  policy.  I  am 
opposed  to  this  policy  in  every  shape  and  form, 
and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Sir,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  refer  to  the  speech  just  delivered  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Danedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw).  Ho  has  thrown  no  new  light 
upon  the  subject,  and  what  he  has  given  is 
simply  a  repetition  of  what  he  has  said  several 
times  already  this  session.  I  intend,  however, 
to  occupy  the  House  for  a  few  minutes  in  con- 
nection with  the  remarks  made  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  with  regard  to 
the  Bill,  and  I  am  also  going  to  refer  to  the 
medium  member  for  Wellington  City  before  I 
sit  down.  I  regret  very  much  indeed,  and  more 
80  than  anything  I  have  bad  to  do  in  this  way 
in  my  life  before,  to  have  to  get  up  here  to-night 
and  say  what  I  am  about  to  say.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  forgotten 
his  friends  in  the  country  who  did  so  much 
for  him  in  the  past.  Those  are  the  bona  fide 
settlers  of  New  Zealand.  I  am  sure  that  those 
people  have  done  very  much  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  politically.  The  honourable 
gentleman  may  laugh,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
about  it,  and  he  knows  it ;  and  he  also 
knows  it  is  true  that  be  has  done  his  best 
to  damage  this  Bill  and  to  prevent  it  from 
becoming  law — a  measure  which  is  intended 
to  assist  all  bona  fide  settlers  to  go  on  the 
land,  and  to  assist  them  when  they  are  there. 
If  this  assistance  is  not  given  them,  then,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  settlement  and  progress 
will  be  checked  to  a  large  extent.  I  am  not 
going  to  refer  to  the  matter  the  honourable 
gentleman  brought  up  in  connection  with  the 
question  whether  the  borrowing  of  money  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  or  the  borrowing 
of  it  in  London  is  better,  as  I  think  my  col- 
league the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  answered 
that  matter  sufficiently  without  its  being  neces- 
sary for  me  to  refer  to  it.  I  come  now  to  the 
question  of  opening  up  lands  for  settlement, 
and  on  this  matter  I  have  something  to  say  to 
the  honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  this  afternoon  that  land  was 
opened  up  in  the  past  without  the  expenditure 
of  money  in  this  way.  This  statement  sur- 
prised me  very  much,  and  I  challenge  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  prove  to  this  House 
and  to  show  where  lands  have  been  opened  up 
in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  without  large 
expenditure  of  money.  I  ask  him,  bow  is  it 
possible  that  land  can  be  opened  up  for  settle- 
ment without  the  expenditure  of  money,  and 
how  is  it  possible  that  you  can  put  people  on 
the  land,  and  get  them  to  settle  down,  and 
give  them  access  to  that  land,  without  in  the 
first  place  considerable  sums  being  expended 
to  enable  them  to  get  on  to  it?  In  the  Pro- 
vince of  Otago  in  the  old  days  the  honourable 
member  will  remember,  probably,  what  was 
the  very  first  question.  Was  not  the  very  first 
question  in  the  life  of  that  province  the  mat- 
ter of  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges? 
Mr,  Eantihaw 


The  same  thing  occurred  in  the  settlement 
of  Canterbury  :  when  that  province  ■waa  opened 
up  the  Provincial  Government  received  large 
sums  from  some  of  their  lands ;  bat  where  is 
that  revenue  now?  Where  are  the  million* 
that  were  got  from  land  revenue  at  that  time  ? 
Sir,  it  has  not  been  spent  on  roads  and  bridges. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  know  that 
there  were  in  those  days  very  large  revennes  re- 
ceived from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  spent  on 
the  land  itself.  Those  lands  were  near  the  sea- 
coast. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Thoy  had  no  railways. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  lands   were   near 
the  harbours,  and  the  roods   could   be   easily 
made  to  them ;  but  now  we  have  no  lands  of 
such  value.     We   cannot  get  revenue   of    that 
sort;  and  what  are  we  to   do?      Are    we  to 
check  settlement,  and  say  to  the  settlers  we 
are  not  going  to  help  them  ?    It  is  useless  talk- 
ing like   that,   or,    indeed,  about    what   wa* 
done  in  the  past   when  large  sums  of  money 
were   available  from  the  sale  of   these   lands. 
We  have  no  such  advantages  now.     We  have 
only  poor  remnants  of  land  away  in  the  back- 
oountry,  and  if  these  happen   to    be   of   any 
value  they  must  be  opened  up  with  the  as- 
sistance that  this  Bill  is  going  to  give.     The 
honourable  gentleman  was  very  misleading  in 
the   statement  he   made  to   this    H!ouse   with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  plaiced 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.     He 
said  that  £950,000  was  to  be  at  his   disposal 
under  these  measures  this  year.      In  the  first 
place,  the   honourable   gentleman    referred   to 
the  £750,000  to  be  provided  by  the  three  snms 
which  this   House   is  about  to  pass,    and    he 
added    £200,000  which   is  at   the    disposal   of 
the   Qovernment  under    the    Loans   to    Local 
Bodies  Act.    Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  know  that  he  was  deceiving  this  House 
when  he  made  the  statement  that  £150.000  oat 
of  the  £200,000  for  loans  to  local  bodies  was 
available ;  because  that  sum  is  not  av&ilable 
to  the  Minister  in  any  shape  or  form.      That 
money  is  only  available  for   the  local   bodies 
on  their  making  proper  application,  and  afts 
first  appealing  to  the  ratepayers   to   sanction 
such   application.      On    the    receipt    of    these 
applications    from   local  bodies    the   Colonial 
Treasurer  finds  the  money  for  them,  bat   they 
have  to  show  him  first  of  all  that  they  have 
passed  the  necessary  order,  and  have  sufficient 
revenue  in  their  districts  to  provide  both  Uie 
sinking  fund  and  the  interest  on    the    loan. 
This  money  is  not  a  loan  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  at  all  in  any  shape  or  form  :  in   fact,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  transaction    in 
connection  with  such  advances  to  local  bodies, 
nor  have  I  anything  to  do  with  the  expcnditaie. 
It  is  a  matter  that  goes  direct  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  who  deals  with  it  entirely.     Then, 
with  regard   to    the  honourable   gentleman's 
statement   that  the    Minister    of   Lands   was 
authorised  to  spend  £50,000  under  the    Act  of 
1892,  what  has  been  the  result  of   that    Actf 
Last  year  wo  were  only  able  to  make    nse  of 
£30,000,  and  daring  the  whole  time  the  Act  has 
been  in  force  £67,833  was  the  total  amount  oat 
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{ the  £150,000  we  could  nse  within  three  years ; 
therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  can  see  that 
in  asking  for  this  money  the  Government  are 
not  doing  any  more  than  what  they  proposed 
to  do  when  the  former  Act  was  passed. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Why  did  you  not  use  more? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  have  explained  this 
teTetal  times  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  but 
he  Till  not  have  the  matter  explained  to  him. 
I  have  explained  to  him  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible to  get  blocks  of  land  suitable  for  the 
purpose  that  we  require.  We  only  had  a  few 
Blocks  of  land  which  were  suitable.  The  other 
lands  recommended  were  not  suitable,  because, 
if  ve  load  the  lands  with  the  amount  as  re- 
quired by  the  Act,  the  settlers  will  have  to  pay 
for  interest  such  sums  as  will  make  the  laud 
M  dear  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
•mount.  The  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
snderstand  the  question,  and  I  think  I  shall 
have  to  get  him  down  to  my  office  and  give 
bim  a  lesson  on  the  subject.  Oat  of  this 
£150,000  which  was  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Treasarer  for  the  local  bodies  last  year,  only 
£87,000  was  granted,  and  this  year  we  do  not 
know  what  may  be  granted  until  the  applica- 
tions are  made,  but  I  can  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  not  a  sixpence  is  available  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  lands  for  settlement 
from  that  sonrce.  Now  let  us  come  to  the  three 
(Hills  of  £250,000  which  he  referred  to  and 
which  made  np  the  £950,000  with  the  £200,000 
added.  Taking  the  first  amount  of  £250,000  for 
itnd-setUement  in  the  South  Island,  I  ask  this 
House  and  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
come  from  the  South,  where  are  we  going  to  get 
land  for  oar  young  settlers  and  farmers'  sons  in 
the  South  Island  ?  We  have  no  Crown  land  to 
put  them  on.  The  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edinCity  (Mr.  Eamshaw)  said  there  was  plenty 
of  good  land,  but  I  will  pay  him  handsomely 
njself,  oat  of  my  own  pocket,  to  show  me,  if 
he  can,  where  the  land  is.  The  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  know  what  he  is  talking 
ahont,  as  there  is  no  land  in  the  South  Island 
available.  Where  is  the  land  in  Canterbury  ? 
I  appeal  to  the  Canterbury  members,  and  I  ask 
them  what  they  have  got  to  say  for  the  future 
oi  Canterbury  in  regard  to  land-settlement. 
There  is  no  room  for  progress  or  any  extension 
of  settlement  in  Canterbury  or  North  Otago, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  any  member  of  this 
House  prepared  to  go  before  his  constituents 
and  say  this  money  is  unnecessary  in  North 
Otago,  Canterbury,  and  Hawke's  Bay.  I  say 
it  will  be  no  burden  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand,  such  as  was  pictured 
by  Uie  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  to- 
night. The  colony  will  lose  nothing  by  the 
transaction,  and  other  parts  of  the  colony  will 
not  have  to  bear  anything  in  the  shape  of 
additional  taxation.  Let  us  take  the  next 
£250,000— for  the  purchase  of  Native  land. 
Surely  honourable  members  from  the  North 
must  know,  if  we  are  to  get  the  land  in  the 
North  Islsaid  that  we  require  for  settlement, 
the  only  land  that  we  can  get  is  Native  land. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  would  tell  us  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  should  be  to 


open  up  these  Native  lands  to  a  few  wealthy 
speculators  and  lawyers  in  the  North  Island,  and 
land-monopolists,  who  will  swindle  the  Natives 
out  of  it.  That  is  the  policy  some  honourable 
members  would  like  to  see  carried  out ;  but  it  is 
not  the  policy  that  the  Government  intend  to 
adopt.  We  say  that,  in  regard  to  these  Native 
lands,  we  should  get  them  at  a  fair  price  and 
open  them  up  for  settlement,  so  that  in  time 
the  colony  will  be  recouped  every  sixpence  it 
has  paid  for  them,  and  interest  also ;  therefore 
there  will  be  no  loss  to  the  colony.  Tjet  ns 
now  come  to  the  £250,000  to  be  provided  under 
this  Act  for  the  opeaing-up  of  Crown  lands. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  many 
settlers  at  the  present  time  are  not  able  to  get 
to  their  farms  or  from  their  farms  for  several 
months  in  the  year,  and  it  means  that  when 
this  money  is  spent  they  will  be  able  to  get 
access  to  them,  and  there  will  be  prosperity  and 
progress  of  settlement.  With  regard  to  this 
matter,  I  say  the  members  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout  and  Mr.  Bell)  do  not  represent  their 
constituency  as  they  ought  to  do ;  and  I  ask,  how 
can  we  settle  all  those  lands  from  Hunterville 
to  Ruapehu  without  giving  the  settlers  assist, 
ance  ?  How  can  we  get  settlers  to  take  np  all 
the  country  there,  those  beautiful  valleys,  and 
the  Awarua  Block,  and  say  to  them  they  are  to 
find  the  money  themselves  to  make  the  roads 
and  bridges?  It  is  impossible.  It  cannot  be 
done  without  some  assistance.  It  means  to 
the  City  of  Wellington  the  opening-up  of  a  new 
province  ;  and  I  tell  every  elector  in  the  City 
of  Wellington,  from  the  smallest  tradesman  to 
the  largest  merchant,  that  his  interests  are  not 
being  represented  in  this  House  by  the  honour- 
able members  who  made  those  speeches  here 

o  oj>  to-day.  There  are  one  or  two  mora 
remarks  which  I  should  like  to  make  in 
reference  to  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  before  I  refer  to  the  medium  member  for 
Wellington  City.  The  senior  member  accused 
me  of  stating  certain  things  in  reference  to  the 
purchase  of  the  district  railways  when  he  was 
not  present. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. — I  saw  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  does  not  matter 
where  the  honourable  gentleman  saw  it.  I 
may  state  that  I  did  make  a  statement  in  con- 
nection with  the  purchase  of  the  district  rail- 
ways— that  rotten  transaction  from  the  first  to 
last  of  the  purchase  of  the  district  railways. 
Why  did  I  make  it  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man attacked  the  Government  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  he  also  attacked  myself,  with 
regard  to  what  he  alleged  to  be  our  borrowing 
propensity,  as  shown  in  our  measures.  If  these 
allegations  had  been  made  by  a  member  who 
never  himself  had  any  connection  with  borrow- 
ing we  might  accept  the  rebuke ;  but  in  this 
case  they  were  made  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
a  member  of  a  Government  which  borrowed 
largely — for  instance,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
district  railways — and  I  venture  to  say  that 
during  the  time  he  was  in  office  he  made  very 
large  applications  to  Parliament  for  borrowing 
purposes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  much  ? 
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Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  cannot  aay  how 
xnuoh,  but  it  was  a  very  large  amount.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  policy 
of  my  late  chief,  and  said  I  should  not  have 
referred  to  this  matter  becauso  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Qovemmcnt  which  purchased  these 
railways.  But  I  say,  with  regard  to  the  policy 
of  my  late  chief,  Mr.  Ballance,  that  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  is  an  extension  of  his 
policy.  He  was  my  colleague  when  I  intro- 
duced the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  under 
which  £50,000  was  autborised,  and  also  when 
£50,000  was  authorised  for  the  purchase  of 
land  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  and 
also  £50,000, for  Native  lands.  On  all  those 
occasions  my  late  colleague  told  me  that  the 
sum  was  not  suffioient,  but  that  it  was  as  much 
as  he  could  ask  the  House  at  that  time  to 
sanction.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  were  here 
now,  he  would  be  a  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  got  some  policy  under  which  he 
is  prepared  to  open  up  Crown  lands  without 
money.  I  say  he  would  be  the  greatest  bene- 
factor to  this  country,  or  to  any  country,  if 
he  would  bring  down  such  a  policy  luid  ex- 
plain it  to  the  House,  and  let  us  get  to  work 
upon  it.  But  I  may  say  that  I  have  never  seen 
how  that  was  to  be  done.  During  my  career  in 
this  colony  I  have  always  found  if  one  wanted 
any  work  done  one  had  to  find  the  cash  for  it. 
I  say  it  is  impossible  to  put  people  on  the  land 
without  spending  money.  Now  with  regard 
to  the  medium  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell).  I  have  already  said  that  that 
nonourable  gentleman  did  not  properly  repre- 
sent bis  constituents  last  night.  I  have  no 
doubt  he  thinks  he  does  ;  but,  from  my  point 
of  view,  he  did  not  do  so  last  evening.  I  would 
not  have  referred  to  this  matter  to-night  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  apparently  wish 
to  place  on  record  in  Hansard  the  speech  which 
he  made  last  evening.  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  how  is  it  possible  for  bim  to  say  that 
the  opening-up  of  land  in  the  interior  of  the 
Wellington  ir'rovince  does  not  benefit  the  City 
of  Wellington? 

Mr.  BELL.— I  never  did  say  that. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.  — Well,  how  are  you 
going  to  open  up  the  land  ?  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  go 
into  the  country  districts  and  preach  the 
policy  which  he  has  suggested  I  would  not 
like  to  be  responsible  for  what  happened  to 
him.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  I 
used  towards  him  last  night  language  which  I 
should  have  reserved  for  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  I  deny  that,  however,  and  will 
only  say  that  I  should  be  careful  to  use  no  lan- 
guage to  one  honourable  member  which  I  conld 
not  equally  apply  to  another,  and  I  am  sure, 
Sir,  that  yon  do  and  will  see  that  no  language 
is  applied  to  one  member  which  may  not  be 
applied  to  another.  The  honourable  member, 
however,  is  new  to  politics.  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  he  is  rather  thin-skinned  with  regard 
to  any  attack  made  upon  him  in  this  House. 
The  honourable  gentleman  imagines,  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  he  is  sometimes  browbeating  a  wit- 


ness in  the  witness-box  when  he  !a  addressing 
some  members  of  this  House.  I  believe  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  being  trained  slowly 
to  be  a  very  good  politician,  and  I  think  that 
his  listening  to  such  remarks  as  I  am  making 
this  evening  will  do  him  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  that  he  will  be  a  better  member  next  year 
than  he  has  been  this.  I  am  going  to  deal  very 
gently  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  because 
I  know  he  does  not  like  to  be  struck  very  hard, 
and  I  should  not  like  to  do  that.  Last  night 
I  attacked  the  honourable  gentleman  rather 
warmly  for  a  little  time,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
do  that  at  the  present  time,  and  I  see,  more- 
over, that  he  is  taking  the  thing  very  plea- 
santly. The  honourable  gentleman  says  that  it 
is  impossible  for  the  Minister  to  resist  certain 
pressure  which  may  be  brought  to  bear  on  him. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  any  pressure  can  be  brought  on  myself  in 
connection  with  these  roads  and  bridges  ?  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  say  that.  Large  numbers  of  honour- 
able members  have  waited  upon  me  from  time 
to  time  in  reference  to  various  matters,  and 
I  am  sure  that  none  of  them  has  brought 
pressure  to  bear  upon  me  successfully,  and 
that  I  have  not  acceded  to  any  request  unless 
I  could  see  that  it  was  in  the  interest  of  tian 
colony.    Then,  with  regard  to  log-rolling. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — What  does  it  mean  ? 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  think  it  means,  in 
politics,  "  You  claw  my  back  and  I  will  claw 
yours."  In  other  words,  "  If  you  only  manage 
to  give  me  a  road  or  a  bridge  I  will  give  you  & 
vote  in  this  House."  I  suppose  that  is  what  it 
means.  I  may  say,  in  connection  with  this 
Bill,  that  my  desire  is  to  get  the  country 
settled  ;  and  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  accuses  me  of  making  passionate 
appeals  to  honourable  members,  and  carrying 
those  appeals  even  to  another  place — namely, 
into  the  Cabinet-room — I  am  -sure  no  member 
of  this  House  can  accuse  me  of  having  made  a 
passionate  appeal  on  the  floor  of  the  House  for 
anything  I  was  directly  interested  in  myself. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  I  have  over  spoken 
with  earnestness — and  when  I  am  convinced  as 
to  the  rights  of  a  thing  I  always  speak  with 
earnestness — it  has  been  when  dealing  with  the 
question  of  doing  something  for  the  assistance 
of  the  settlers  of  New  Zealand.  I  arrived  in 
this  country  when  I  was  a  very  young  man, 
and  I  have  had  to  make  two  homes  for  myself, 
and  I  know  the  difficulties  of  a  young  settler  in 
a  new  country.  Both  in  this  House  smd  in 
another  place  I  have  always  done  my  best  to 
assist  the  settlers  of  this  country  to  get  homes 
and  land  for  themselves.  I  know  as  a  fact 
that,  without  good  roads  and  good  bridges,  in 
many  cases  settlement  may  be  of  very  little 
value.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  referred  to  the  large  sum  of  money  which 
has  been  taken  out  of  the  loan  for  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway,  and  he  said  that  that 
money  ought  to  be  paid  back  again.  During 
the  time  I  have  been  in  office  I  have  constructed 
a  road  out  of  this  money  from  Pipiriki  to 
Hunterville  at  a  cost  of  something  like  £43,000; 
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and  I  Tentore  to  s&y  that  road  has  done  a 
gieat  deal  of  good  to  Wellington,  and  it  has 
opened  up  a  very  large  area  of  country  whioh 
'was  almost  unknown  when  I  took  office.  How 
is  it  possible  to  expect  settlers  without  means 
to  do  a  work  like  that,  to  open  np  such  a  large 
tract  of  country?  We  have  put  a  road  right 
through  the  whole  of  the  Waimarino  Block,  of 
400,000  acres.  That  block  was  bought  by 
my  late  chief,  Mr.  Ballance,  at  something  more 
than  2s.  an  acre.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  the  block  has  since  been  sold  as  high  as 
£1  an  acre,  and  some  parts  far  more  than  that. 
I  think  the  average  price  was  17s.  6d.  per 
•ore.  The  construction  of  that  road  has  been 
the  making  of  that  block,  and  it  has  added  to 
its  value  to  that  extent.  And  I  say,  through 
this  Bill  we  are  now  passing,  the  same  thing 
will  apply  in  connection  with  large  blocks  of 
Kative  land  in  the  North  Island  which,  with- 
out some  assistance  such  as  we  can  give,  would 
have  to  lie  dormant  for  years  to  come.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  a  work  whioh  no  settlers  could 
overtake  themselves  without  some  assistance 
from  the  colony.  I  have  one  or  two  words  to 
■ay  with  reference  to  the  remarks  whioh  fell 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(lit.  Button).  He,  of  course,  differs  from  the 
other  two  lawyers,  the  honourable  members 
for  Welliagton  City.  He  has  quite  a  different 
opinion  as  to  this  BUI  from  that  held  by  those 
honourable  members.  They  said  that  this  Bill 
is  meant  to  open  up  land  already  settled,  and 
not  Crown  land  at  all.  But  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  says  it  is  all  for  the 
Crown  land.  When  these  three  eminent  legal 
laminaiies  disagree  in  reference  to  the  meaning 
of  this  Bill  I  am  sure  honourable  members 
will  agree  with  me  that  they  do  not  know  much 
about  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  the 
whole  country  is  pledged  against  borrowing. 
He  said  he  read  it  in  the  newspapers.  What 
newsjpapers  has  he  been  reading  7  I  venture  to 
■ay  that  the  only  newspaper  which  he  reads  is 
the  Auckland  Herald,  and  that  is  the  organ  of 
the  "  National  Ass."  He  gets  his  information 
from  it.  I  advise  the  honourable  gentleman 
not  to  take  his  information  from  that  news- 
paper, because  there  are  other  parts  of  the 
colony  1>eaideB  Aviokland  where  gentlemen  make 
speeches  and  have  made  pledges,  and  know 
what  they  said  about  them.  I  venture  to  say 
that  on  every  platform  upon  which  I  spoke  I 
said  that  I  really  must  get  more  land  and  more 
money  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  settlement, 
if  settlement  was  to  progress.  Every  honour- 
able member  who  supported  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill  during  the  last  election  must 
have  known  that  it  was  necessary  to  take 
more  money  to  buy  land.  I  have  just  one 
word  to  say  to  the  honourable  member  for 
C^nstchorch  City  (Mr.  O.  J.  Smithy  in  con- 
nection with  the  lease  in  perpetuity.  The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  pro- 
vision for  revaluation  ought  to  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  last  night.  I  could  not  accept 
that  amendment  in  this  Bill  by  a  side-issue, 
commencing  with  the  revaluation  on  working- 
men  only.    I  would  say  to  those  hononrable 


members  who  believe  in  revaluation  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  bring  down  a  resolution,  and  test 
the  question  in  the  House.  Let  us  not  try  it 
in  one  Bill  like  this ;  but  let  us  have  a  reso- 
lution which,  if  it  is  carried  in  this  House, 
will  apply  to  every  Bill  dealing  with  land 
we  have  got,  so  that  we  shall  have  the  same 
policy  throughout  the  whole  of  our  land- 
legislation.  When  that  time  comes,  I  will 
give  every  opportunity  to  any  honourable 
member  who  may  choose  to  bring  forward  the 
question  to  have  it  discussed  on  the  floor  of 
this  House.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  those 
honourable  members  who  believe  in  that 
system  to  try  their  strength,  and  see  where 
they  are  in  the  House.  If  they  do  that,  they 
will  see  what  their  position  is,  and  whether  the 
country  believes  in  their  policy.  But  let  me 
say  this  to  them :  It  must  not  only  apply  to  the 
lease  in  perpetuity,  but  also  to  the  freehold, 
because,  if  it  is  to  be  fair  at  all,  it  should  be  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  no  more  land  in 
the  colony  should  be  disposed  of  except  on  lease 
with  revaluation.  That  would  be  a  fair  test- 
question  to  go  to  the  country  on  ;  and  it  would 
be  a  fair  test  to  ask  the  Minister  to  introduce 
the  system  into  the  land-laws  of  the  colony. 
Let  us  not  have  a  big  question  like  this  settled 
by  a  side-wind.  Let  it  be  fairly  settled  in  this 
House,  and  let  us  see  if  any  member  is  strong 
enough  to  carry  such  a  resolution.  I  have. 
Sir,  to  thank  those  honourable  members  who 
have  supported  me  in  this  Bill,  and  I  con- 
clude by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Bill  will 
give  all  the  benefits  that  I  and  those  who  sup- 
port it  expect  of  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  Sir.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  said 
he  would  like  to  know  where  I  got  my  informa- 
tion from  with  reference  to  the  amount  of 
money  that  could  be  expended  on  blocks  under 
"  The  Gkivernment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1891."  I  would  explain  that 
the  information  was  obtained  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  report,  C.-l,page  12,  laid 
on  the  table  this  year. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

IR    COMMITTEE. 

Clause  22. — Duties  of  District  Board. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved.  That  the  words 
"  or  other  property  "  be  inserted  after  the  word 
"  land." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayss,  6. 

Qreen 
McQowan 

McNab 
Stout. 

Noes,  43. 

Tetters. 
Button 
Eamshaw, 

Bell 

Fraser 

Hutchison,  W. 

Buddo 

Qrabam 

Lang 

Carncross 

HaU 

Lawry 

Camell 

Hall-Jones 

Mackintosh 

Collins 

Harris 

Masliu 
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Houston 
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Hutchison,  O. 
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[Sept.  25 


HcEenzie,  3. 
HoKeuzie,  B. 
McLaohlan 
Meredith 
Mills 
Morrison 
Newman  ' 
O'Regan 


Pinkerton 

Piranl 
Reeves 
Kussell,  G 
Saunders 
Smith,  E 
Smith,  a 
Steward 

PAHtS 


For. 
Allen 
Buchanan 
Duthie 

Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mitchelson 
McKenzie,  3. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Te  Ac. 


Tanner 

Thompson 

Ward 

.  W.  Willis. 

M.  Tellers. 

J.      Hogg 

Montgomery. 

Against. 
Seddon 
Millar 
Cadman 
Lamach 
Duncan 
Carroll 
Stevens 
Parata 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  37. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  24. — Glasses  of  land  on  which  money 
may  be  advanced. 

Subsection  (1). — "Freehold  land  held  in  fee- 
simple  under  '  The  Land  Transfer  Act,  1885.' " 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  moved.  That  the  word 
"  rural"  be  inserted  after  "freehold." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  17. 

Carncross 

Lang 

Montgomery 

Collins 

Maslin 

Saunders 

Crowther 

Massey 

Tanner. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Green 

McLachlan 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Meredith 

Thompson. 

Nobs,  31. 

Bell 

MackintosL 

L        Pirani 

Buddo 

MoGowan 

Reeves 

Buiok 

McKenzie, 

3.     Smith,  E.  M. 

Cam  oil 

McKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  a.  J. 

Earnshaw 

MoNab 

Stout 

Flatman 

Mills 

Ward 

Hall 

Mitchelson 

Willis. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Harris 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Graham 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 
Paibs. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Allen 

Lamach 

Buchanan 

Millar 

Duthie 

Cadman 

Kelly,  J 

.  W. 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Stevens 

Russell 

W.  R. 

Parata 

TeAo. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  at  the  end  of 
subsection  (1),  the  words  "  or  registered  under 
'  The  Deeds  Registration  Act,  1868.'  " 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  44. 
Buddo  Carncross  Crowther 

Buick  Carnell  Eamshaw 

Button  Collina  Graham 


Green 

Hall 

Hall -Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  G. 

Lang 

Lawry 

Mackintosh 

Massey 

McGowan 

McGuire 

Fraser 
JTaslin 
Montgomery 


McKenzie,  J. 

McKenzie,  R. 

McLachlan 

MoNab 

Meredith 

Mills 

Morrison 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Reeves 


Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E 

Smith,  G. 

Steward 

Stout 

Tanner 

Ward 

Willis. 

TelUrt, 
Houston 


3. 


Russell,  Q.  W.  Thompson. 
Noes,  7. 


Newman 
Wilson. 


Tellers. 
Bell 
Flatman. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

Duncan  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lamach  Allen 

Millar  Buchanan 

Parata  Russell,  W.  B. 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Stevens.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  87. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  to  strike  out  subsection 
(3),  with  the  view  of  inserting,  "  Crown  lands 
held  under  Parts  III.  and  YI.  of  'The  Land 
Act,  1892.'  " 

Subsection  struck  oat,  and  words  proposed 
inserted. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  add,  "  Crown  land* 
held  on  lease  as  small  grazing -runs  under 
'  The  Land  Act,  1885,'  or  under '  The  Land  Act, 
1892.'  " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved  to  add,  "  Crown 
lands  hold  under  agricultural  lease  under  the 
Mining  Act,  and  Crown  lands  not  being  held 
for  mining  purposes  under  '  The  Westland  and 
Nelson  Coalfields  Administration  .\ot,  1877.'  " 

Words  added,  and  clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

Clause  27.—"  (1.)  Such  Agents  shall  have  fall 
power  and  authority  to  raise  from  time  to  tinte 
in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere,  by  bonds,  de* 
bentures,  or  scrip,  or  by  the  issue  of  inscribed 
stock  under  '  The  New  Zealand  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1877,'  or  otherwise,  such  sum  oc 
sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  stun 
of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
in  any  one  year,  as  the  Governor  in  Council 
may  from  time  to  time  authorise:  Provided 
that,  whenever  the  total  amount  of  bonds  or 
other  securities  authorised  to  be  created  in 
any  one  year  is  not  issued  within  such  year, 
the  aforesaid  Agents  may,  at  any  subsequent 
period,  create  and  issue  bonds  or  other  securi- 
ties for  the  balance  of  the  amount  so  autboiised 
as  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  amount  autho- 
rised to  be  issued  at  or  during  such  subse- 
quent period. 

"  (2.)  The  authority  hereby  conferred  npon 
the  Governor  in  Council  is  a  continuing  au- 
thority, and  may  be  exercised  from  time  to 
time  until  this  Port  of  this  Act  is  repealed." 
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For. 
Gadman 
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^IcKenzie,  J. 
Millar 
Beeves. 

Paibs 

Against. 
Duthie 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Button 
Ta  Ao 
Buchanan. 
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Mir.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out  the 
voids  "five  hundred  thousand,"  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  amount  to  one  million. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questiom 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Baddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Flstman 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hania 


Hoiuton 

Allen 

Bell 

Boick 

Cameross 

Cnnrther 

Eamsbaw 

Fiaser 

Graham 

Green 

Heke 


ATBS,  28. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Larnach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
Morrison 
Farata 

Noes,  28. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McQuira 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
O'Began 


Piiani 

Russell,  Q.W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Ward 
WiUis. 

Tellers. 
MiUs 
Pinkerton. 


Russell,  W.  B. 

Smith,  O.  J. 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Lang 
Montgomery. 


For. 
Cadman 
McKenzio,  J. 
Reeves 
Stevens. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 

Button 
BuchantLn 
Te  Ao. 


The  Ceaibmah  gave  his  casting- vote  in  favour 
«l  the  "  Ayes." 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out 
Iho  words  "  in  any  one  year." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Canicroes 

Camell 

Collins 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Joyce 

Kelly,  W. 


Allen 

Bdl 

Boddo 

Bnick 

Ciowther 

Eamshaw 

Fraser 

Ortham 

Green 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  28. 
Larnach 
liawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  R. 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Began 
Parata 
Pere 

Noes,  27. 
Heko 

Hutchison,  O. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Hassey 
McGuire 
McNab 
Newman 


Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Bussell,  W.  B. 

Smith,  a.  J. 

Stout 

Tanner 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Meredith 
Thompson. 


Majority  for,  1. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Subsection  (2)  was  struck  out,  and  the  follow- 
ing substituted  in  lieu  thereof :  "  Provided 
further  that  the  authority  hereby  conferred 
upon  the  Governor  under  this  Act  shall  abso- 
lutely cease  after  the  expiration  of  two  years 
from  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act; 
and  provided  further  that  the  total  amount 
raised  under  this  Act  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  three  millions  sterling." 

Clause  31. — "No  bond,  debenture,  or  other 
security  issued  under  this  Part  of  this  Act  shall 
be  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  at  a  price 
which  will  yield  to  the  purchaser  thereof  a 
higher  rate  of  interest  by  the  year  than  four 
pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  pur- 
chase-money given  for  the  same ;  but  such 
bonds,  debentures,  or  other  securities  may  foe 
the  purposes  of  temporary  advances  be  hypo- 
thecated or  mortgaged  upon  such  terms  as  to 
interest  as  the  said  Agents  may  deem  expe- 
dient." 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words  "  four 
pounds"  be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting "  three  pounds  ten  shillings  "  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  34. 
Buddo  Lawry  Pinkerton 

Cameross  Maslin  Pirani 

Camell  McGowan  Russell,  G.  W. 

Collins  McKenzie,  R.    Seddon 

Flatman  McLachlan        Smith,  E.  M. 

Hall  McNab  Stevens 

Hall-Jones         Meredith  Tanner 

Harris  Mills  Willis. 

Hogg  Montgomery 

Houston  •         O'Began  Tellers. 

Kelly,  W.  Parata  Joyce 

Larnach  Pere  Morrison. 


Bell 

Buick 

Crowther 

Eamshaw 

Graham 

Green 

Heke 


Noes,  18. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 
McGuire 
Bussell,  W.  R. 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 

Thompson. 
Tellers. 
Allen 
Fraser. 


For. 
Cadman 
Duncan 
McKenzie,  J. 
Millar 
Beeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Button 
Te  Ao 
Buchanan. 


Majority  for,  16. 
Amendment  negatived. 
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Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 

The  Ciommittee  divided. 


Ayes,  27. 

Allen 

Heke 

Parata 

Bell 

Hutchison,  0 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Bnddo 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Mackenzie,  T 

Stout 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Earnahaw 

Massey 

Thompson. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Graham 

MoNab 

Camcross 

Green 

Newman 

Eussell,  0.  W, 

Hall-Jones 

Noes,  27. 

Bniok 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Cam  ell 

McGowan 

Firani 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  B. 

Seddon 

Hall 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Harris 

Meredith 

Ward 

Hogg 

Mills 

Willis. 

Houston 

Montgomery 

TelUrs. 

Joyce 

O'Began 

Morrison 

Kelly,  W. 

Pere 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Larnach 

Paibs. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Bnohanan                   Beeves 

Button 

McKenzie,  J. 

Duthie 

Gadman 

Kelly,  J 

.  W.               Duncan 

Te  Ao 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Mackintosh. 

The  Chaibmam  gave  his 

casting-vote  with 

the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved. 

That  progress  be 

reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  21. 

Allen 

Lang 

Parata 

Bell 

Mackenzie,  T 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

JIassey 

Tanner. 

Earnshaw 

MoGuire 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McNab 

Heke 

Green 

Newman 

Hutchison,  G. 

Hall-Jones 

Noes,  32. 

Buddo 

Larnach 

Pirani 

Carn  cross 

La  wry 

Seddon 

Camell 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McKenzie,  B. 

Stevens 

Flatman 

McLachlan 

Stout 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Hall 

Mills 

Ward 

Harris 

Montgomery 

WUlis. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Joyce  , 

Pere 

O'Regan 

KeUy,  W. 

Pinkerton 
Paibs. 

RusseU,  G.  W. 

For 

. 

Against. 

Buchanan                    Reeve's 

Button 

McKenzie,  J. 

Duthie 

Cadman 

KeUy,  J.  W.  Duncan 

Te  Ao  Millar 

Wilson.  Mackintosh. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

Progress  subsequently  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  throe  o'clock  a 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
WedTiesday,  26th  September,  189i. 


First  Beading— Tliird  Beadinga— Cheviot  and  ?<»»■ 
haka  Estates — Shops  and  Sbo^assistants  Bill- 
Government  Ball  ways  Bill— Xiand  for  Eettk- 
ments  BUI— Factories  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  it 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Lemds  Improvement  and  Native  La&dsAeqoi- 
sition  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Westlaod  ul  I 
Nelson  Coalfields  Administration  Bill, New Zta-  . 
land  Company's  Land-claimants  BilL 

CHEVIOT  AND  POMAHAKA  ESTATES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Goveni- 
ment, — (1.)  How  many  settlers  have  taken  up  I 
land  in  the  Cheviot  Estate,  particularising  &»  I 
different  classes  of  land  so  taken  up,  the  total  | 
acreage  of  each  class,  and  the  number  ct  I 
settlers  to  each  class  ?  (2.)  How  many  of  each  ] 
class  of  settler  is  now  settled  on  the  land  ?  (3.) 
What  acreage  of  the  estate  remains  nndispo 
of,  and  how  many  settlers  of  each  class  will  sach  j 
residue  provide  for  ?  (4.)  Similar  informatiaa  j 
^0  above  in  respect  to  the  Pomahaka  Estate  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the  reply  \ 
of  the  department  was  as  follows: — 

"  Cheviot. — ^The  number  of  settlers  who  htm  j 
taken  up  land  on  the  Cheviot  Estate  up  to  tka  | 
21st  June,  1894,  was  817,  and  the  acreage  and  j 
classification  is  as  follows : — 


Sjrstem. 

No.  of 
Sec- 
tions. 

No.  of 
SetUers. 

Area 

Town  lands,  cash     ... 
Suburban  lands,  casb 
Bural  lands,  cash     ... 
Lease  in  perpetoity... 
Villa(;e-homestead  ... 
Grazmg-tarmH 
Pastoral       

66 

as 

0 

107 

90 

31 

8 

47 
85 

9 
107 
90 
31 

8 

A.     tLT. 
•W  Sfl 

isB  in 

6,aM  IS 
33,936   19 

S.418  Ifl 
4S,6»  «  I 

3,171  1  « 

Totals 

wa 

317 

79,697  3» 

"  The  number  of  settlers  on  the  land  on  tb* 
21st  June  was  171,  exclusive  of  children  sni  I 
persons  employed  by  settlers;  but  the  time  I 
allowed  for  residence  has  not  yet  expired.  Hi*  | 
number  of  each  class  cannot  be  given. 
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"The  acreage  remaining  undisposed  -  of  is 
S,066  acres,  which  is  to  be  retained  for  future 
Tillage,  recreation,  and  other  reserves. 

"  Pomahaka. — The  number  of  selectors  who 
haTe  taken  up  land  on  this  estate  is  eighteen. 
They  are  all  of  one  class — rural  lands.  The 
total  acreage  occupied  by  these  settlers  is  4,518 
acres  3  roods  and  22  perches.  The  acreage  of 
the  estate  undisposed  of  is  2,717  acres  1  rood 
SB  perches;  providing  sections  for  eleven  more 
persons." 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  llr.  SWANSON,  in  moving  the 
motioD  standing  in  his  name,  might  refer,  first 
of  all,  to  Standing  Order  141,  which  said, 
"Whenever  any  matter  of  privilege  or  order 
arises  it  shall  be  immediately  token  into  con- 
sideration." If  it  had  not  been  that  the  writer 
ol  the  letter  he  complained  about  stated  that  he 
vss  present  when  everything  which  was  said  by 
Ut.  Tregear  before  the  Committee  was  spoken 
he  would  not  have  troubled  himself  with  what 
appeared  in  newspapers ;  but,  coming  from  the 
qnarter  from  which  it  came,  it  would  be  throw- 
ing discredit  on  what  he  hod  said  if  he  did  not 
eoutradict  it ;  and  he  thought  the  Council 
ibonld  permit  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Tre- 
gear u>  be  printed.   He  would  read  th^  letter : — 

•"Tilt  Shop-}ioUTS  and  Mr.  Tregear. 
"To  the  Editor. 

"  Sib, — A  report  in  your  paper  of  this  morning 
Duntes  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  in  speak- 
to  the  Shop-hours  Bill,  quoted  from  Mr.  Tre- 
gear's  evidence  before  the  Labour  Bills  Com- 
mittee to  the  efiect  that  the  half-holiday  closing 
mold  be  a  hardship  on  the  small  shopkeepers. 
As  one  of  those  wno  were  present  when  Mr. 
Ti^ear's  evidence  was  given,  allow  me  to  state 
that  the  two  hours  during  which  he  was  ex- 
amined vere  spent  in  giving  his  reasons  why  the 
holiday  shoDld  be  compulsory.  At  the  end, 
however,  after  much  sentiment  hod  been  talked 
about  shops  kept  by  widows,  cripples,  and  others 
—people  who  gleaned  their  profits  when  other 
laiger  shops  were  shut — he  was  asked  if  he 
thought  closing  Euch  shops  would  be  a  hard- 
ship to  them,  and  he  answered  that  he  sup- 
posed it  woidd.  I  hope  his  evidence  in  full  wUl 
oe  printed.— I  am,  &c.,  "  Libebai.." 

The  insinnation  contained  in  that  letter  was 
that  he  bad  pnt  words  into  the  mouth  of  Mr. 
Tregear  which  he  never  uttered.  He  would 
nad  some  of  Mr.  Tregear's  evidence : — 

"Hon.  Ur.  Riehardsem.]  Do  you  know  the 
feelings  o{  the  shopkeepers  themselves  in  regard 
to  this  legislation? — I  have  attended  several 
meetings  of  employers  in  Dunedin,  Christ- 
dinrcb,  and  Auckland,  and  here.  I  con- 
■idered  that  the  employers  came  forward  in 
the  most  manly  way  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
assistants." 

The  witness,  Mr.  Tregear,  seemed  to  see  that 
the  large  shopkeeper  could  get  a  holiday  when- 
ever he  liked,  and  that  his  business  could  be 
canied  on  by  his  assistarits  as  well  in  bis  ab- 
sence as  when  he  waa  present,  and  very  likely 
•  little  better.   He  did  not  say  that  the  holiday 


was  wanted  by  the  large  shopkeeper  for  him. 
self,  but  for  his  assistants,  and  the  employers 
came  forward  in  the  most  manly  way  to  help, 
them. 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Bichardson.'}  Do  you  mean  the 
large  or  the  small  employers  ? — I  attended  a 
large  number  of  meetings  where  both  were 
fairly  represented,  but  the  smaller  shopkeepers 
were  not  so  eager  as  the  larger  ones." 

And  that  was  what  he  (Mr.  Swanson)  said^ 
Mr.  Tregear  was  asked  about  the  most  efiectiva- 
way  of  carrying  out  tho  object  of  the  Bill,  and 
various  objections  were  put  forward,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  the  half -day  should  be  taken 
and  made  a  sort  of  Sunday,  and  that  all  shopa 
should  be  shut : — 

"  Suppose  all  the  shops  to  be  shut,  and  the- 
day  settled,  would  not  that  meet  the  case? — 
Yes ;  I  thirik  so, 

"  Much  more  simply  than  any  other  ? — Yes  ; 
more  simply,  and  more  desirably  if  it  could  be 
done. 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen.]  Do  you  not  think  that 
the  sanitary  clauses  are  the  most  important 
part  of  the  Bill?  Have  you  had  any  repre* 
sentations  from  the  small  shopkeepers  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  who  really  have  to 
work  on  afternoons,  getting,  as  it  were,  the 
scraps  of  business  that  fall  from  the  tables  of 
the  rich  shopkeepers  ?  You  are  aware  thc^t 
there  are  many  people, — widows  and  others, — 
who  get  their  livelihood  in  a  small  way  when 
the  large  shops  are  closed  7 — I  have  had  such 
representations  made  to  mo  from  porsons  who 
employ  no  shop-assistants  —  many  of  them 
women,  who  stand  behind  a  half-door  that  is 
open,  and  carry  on  a  trade.  These  people  com- 
ploiu  bitterly.  They  say  that  their  livelihood 
is  going  to  be  token  away  from  them. 

"  Indeed,  tliey  carry  on  their  trade  with  their 
domestic  living  ? — Yes. 

"But  it  is  after  the  ordinary  hours  when 
trade  is  carried  on  that  I  am  referring  to  ? — 
Yes. 

.  "  They  do  most  of  their  work  when  the  big 
shops  are  closed? — It  will  be  a  hardship  on 
them — many  of  the  very  small  shopkeepers:  I 
admit  that." 

He  did  think  that  he  had  some  cause  of 
complaint  of  the  extremely  "Liberal"  gentle- 
man who  wrote  that  letter;  and  ho  thought 
the  Council  had  some  cause  to  complain  when 
persons  who  were  present  at  meetings  of  Com- 
mittees published  statements  which  were  in 
flat  contradiction  of  the  facts.  Ho  would  not 
weary  the  Council,  otherwise  ho  could  read 
the  whole  of  the  evidence,  which  would  bear 
out  his  statement;  but  he  did  hope  that 
"Liberal"  would  bo  obliged  for  once,  and  that 
the  evidence  would  bo  prirlted.  He  could  as- 
sure any  one  who  would  look  over  it  that  more 
would  be  found  to  the  same  purpose.  He  had 
seen  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Tregear  in  ths  news- 
papers, and  which  put  very  mildly  that,  while 
he  said  there  would  be  cases  of  hardship,  it 
was  not  to  be  inferred  that  he  opposed  the  Bill ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  went  before  the  Committee 
to  support  the  Bill,  and  did  so  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.     But  the  stem  truth  drew  those 
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answers  from  him,  and  he  was  not  the  man  to 
'deny  them  when  the  questions  were  fairly  put 
to  him. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  '*  That 
the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Trcgear  upon  tlu 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  that  the  said  evidence  be  printed." 
— (Hon.  Mr.  Swanson.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said  that  as  a  rule  he 
did  not  think  it  was  judicious  on  the  part  of 
members  to  take  too  much  notice  of  corre- 
fipondence  which  appeared  in  the  newspapers ; 
1>ut  on  this  occasion,  as  the  letter  purported  to 
come  from  one  who  was  present,  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  right  in 
taking  up  the  position  which  he  h&A  done,  and 
also  in  putting  himself  right  with  the  Council, 
He  quite  agreed  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  the  facts  fairly ;  but  he  thought  some- 
thing more  would  be  necessary.  He  thought 
«omo  attempt  should  be  made  to  ascertain  who 
the  member  of  the  Committee  was  who  was 
guilty  of  such  bad  taste  as  to  write  to  the  news- 
papers in  connection  with  a  matter  which  had 
«omo  before  a  Committee  of  the  Council.  He 
did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  motion ;  but  he 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  an  amend- 
ment. The  evidence  of  Mr.  Tregear  was  valu- 
able evidence  ;  but  at  the  same  time  there  was 
other  evidence  which  he  thought  it  was  just  as 
desirable  should  be  published.  Therefore  he 
proposed  to  amend  -  the  motion  so  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Labour 
Bills  Committee  on  the  Shops  and  Shop-assist- 
ants Bill  should  be  printed.  He  therefore 
moved.  After  the  word  "  That,"  to  strike  out 
the  tuorda  following,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"  all  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill  be  Uiid  on 
the  table  and  be  printed." 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  wished  to 
say  thero  was  a  reason  for  publishing  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Tregear  only.  As  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated,  it  had  been  falsely  reported 
m  the  public  Press ;  and  considering  the  period 
of  the  session,  and  the  quantity  of  evidence 
thac  was  taken, — to  none  of  which  reference 
had  boen  made,  and  in  respect  of  which  the 
same  argument  would  not  apply, — he  thought, 
for  tho  purpose  of  putting  the  honourable 
gentleman  right,  if  they  confined  themselves 
to  tho  evidence  of  Mr.  Tregear,  that  probably 
would  be  the  wiser  plan.  Therefore  ho  would 
oppose  any  more  evidence  being  printed,  as  it 
might  bo  very  costly,  and  the  evidence  might 
take  a  long  time  to  put  into  print,  and  thus 
there  would  be  delay  in  getting  a  contradiction 
made  of  the  statement  which  had  gone  the 
tounds  of  the  Press. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  had  been  just 
going  to  say  exactly  what  the  Hon.  Sir  George 
Whitmore  had  stated.  In  the  one  case  there 
Tras  a^ccessity  fcr  printing  the  evidence,  inas- 
much as  the  veracity  of  one  of  tho  members  of 
the  Council  was  impugned.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  evidence  should  be  printed,  so  that  ic 
should  not  appear  that  the  writer  of  the  letter 
referred  to  was  speaking  the  truth.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  carry  the  printing 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson 


any  further.  He  thought  there  was  far  too 
much  printing  in  the  blue-books.  If  the 
writer  of  the  letter  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee he  did  very  wrong  in  revealing  anything 
which  took  place  at  the  Committee.  It  was 
contrary  to  their  Standing  Orders  that  anything 
which  took  place  in  Committees  should  be 
made  public.  He  thought  it  was  hardly  worth 
while  as  the  session  would  soon  close,  but  if 
there  was  more  time  it  might  be  advisable  that 
inquiries  should  be  made  as  to  who  the  culprit 
was  who  wrote  the  letter  which  appeared  in 
the  newspaper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  trusted  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rigg  would  be 
accepted.  There  was  only  one  other  witness 
who  gave  evidence  before  the  Committeo  on 
the  Bill,  and  that  was  Mr.  Blair,  of  the  firm 
of  L}'on  and  Blair.  That  gentleman  was  in 
favour  of  the  Saturday  half-holiday.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  altogether  fair  that  only  one 
side  of  a  question  should  be  printed.  Person- 
ally he  had  very  great  sympathy  with  the 
position  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson  had 
been  placed  in  by  the  writer  of  the  letter. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  no  member  of 
the  Committeo  wrote  that  letter.  He  thought 
it  would  be  far  better  to  let  this  matter  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Labour 
Bills  Committee,  and  it  could  be  ascertained 
if  any  member  of  Che  Committee  did  write  the 
letter.  He  trusted  the  Council  would  accept 
the  amendment,  and  allow  tho  whole  of  the 
evidence  to  be  printed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,  as  Chair- 
man of  tho  Committee,  and  having  taken  that 
position  temporarily,  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  to  say  a  word  or  two,  especially  in  view  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  spoken.  He  thought  the  Council 
had  better  allow  the  small  amount  of  extra 
evidence  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Blair  was  by  no 
means  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  He  stated  that 
he  had  been  established  here  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  he  had  made  it  an  invariable  rule 
to  close  for  a  half  day  on  Saturday  every  week. 
He  said,  "  All  I  want  is  to  carry  on  my  busi- 
ness in  my  own  way." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  acoept  tho  amendment 
The  matter  had  been  very  neatly  put  by  the 
Chairman.  Nobody  could  contradict  anything 
that  Mr.  Blair  said.  He  gave  all  bis  workers 
a  half-holiday  on  Saturday,  and,  if  the  half- 
holiday  was  changed  to  some  other  day,  he 
wished  to  go  on  doing  then  as  he  was  doing 
now.    Everything  he  said  was  self-evident. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  tho  Bill  if 
he  had  made  inquiry  into  clause  7,  relating  to 
leave  of  absence. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
received  the  following  memorandum  from  the 
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Under- Secietuy  for  Pnblic  Works  upon  the 
qoestion : — 

"  Memorandum  for  the  Hon.  the  Attomey- 
Oeneial. 

"In  response  to  yonr  request  by  telephone, 
I  haTe  the  honour  to  state  that  clause  7  of  the 
above  BUI  (the  Aist  part  of  the  clause)  was  in- 
serted for  the  purpose  of  insuring  at  least  one 
week's  uninterrupted  leave  to  every  railway 
employ^.  Many  of  the  men  only  get  three 
days'  leave  at  present,  and  they  don't  always 
get  even  these  three  days  all  at  one  time.  The 
class  of  men  alluded  to  are  men  who  are  paid 
overtime  if  they  work  beyond  the  regulation 
hoars.  Men  who  are  not  paid  overtime  get 
tme  week's  leave  per  annum  in  addition  to  the 
three  days. 

"  When  the  clause  was  under  diacussisn  in 
the  Uouse  Sir  Robert  Stout  pointed  out  that 
it  might  operate  to  curtail  the  leave  of  such  of 
the  officers  who,  under  the  present  regulations, 
are  entitled  to  more  than  a  week  per  annum. 
The  latter  part  of  clause  7  was  therefore  moved 
by  Sir  Robert,  and  accepted  by  the  Premier. 

"  Some  of  the  railway  employes  get  two 
weeks'  leave  per  annum,  and  others  (the 
clerical  and  Head  Office  staii)  three  weeks'." 

Bill  read  the  third  time. 

LAND  FOB  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair,  in  order 
that  the  Council  may  go  into  Committee  on 
this  BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  I  propose  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  motion.  Having 
spoken  on  the  principle  of  this  Bill  on  the 
second  reading,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  repeat 
any  of  the  arguments  then  used,  or  to  say  any- 
thing at  all  as  to  the  general  effect  of  the  pro- 
poiials  in  the  Bill ;  but,  having  been  Chairman  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  which  has  had 
chaige  of  the  Bill,  I  think  it  right,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Council,  that  I  should  detail 
some  of  the  principal  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  it.  The  position  is  not  an  ordinary 
one,  as  will  be  seen  by  honourable  members 
on  reference  to  the  Bill.  It  has  undergone 
enormous  changes,  and  it  will  be  for  me  to 
•how  that  these  are  necessary,  before  going  into 
the  main  changes  that  have  been  made.  I 
might  say  that  most  of  the  earlier  ones  are 
incidental  to  the  greater  change  :  many  of  them 
are  merely  verbal,  and  are  put  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  Bill  work  more  smoothly. 
There  is  one  point  which  I  should  mention  :  it 
is  with  reference  to  the  proviso  in  clause  21. 
This  proviso  has  been  put  in  by  the  Committee 
to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  as  to  the  power  of 
any  Ooremment  to  increase  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  the  clause  limiting  the  expenditure  to 
£2SO,000  within  the  year.  I  ask  the  attenlion 
of  bonoarable  members  to  the  large  change  that 
ha3  been  made  in  the  Bill,  and  the  reason  for 
it.  The  existing  law  enables  the  Government 
to  take  land  within  certain  limits  by  voluntary 
agreement.  This  Bill  was  introduced  by  the 
Ckivemment  this  session  for  the  purpose  of 
lidding  the  compulsory  power  in  the  taking  of 


land  to  the  power  which  already  exists;  and 
when  the  Committee  came  to  examine  the  - 
Bill,  and  especially  clauses  6  and  7,  they 
found  that  the  state  in  which  the  Bill  then 
was  made  the  proposed  compulsory  power  of 
taking  land  absolutely  inoperative.  The  Com- 
mittee then  addressed  itself  to  putting  the 
Bill  into  suoh  a  shape  that  it  would  carry  out 
the  views  of  the  Govenmient  on  that  point ; 
and  I  will  explain  the  manner  in  which  it  so 
happened  that  the  BUI  was  inoperative  for 
the  purpose  for  which  the  Government  brought 
it  down.  There  is  power  given  in  the  Bill  to 
an  owner  to  make  a  selection  from  the  block 
as  to  which  the  notification  of  taking  may  b& 
given  to  him,  and  for  this  purpose  the  land 
notified  to  be  taken  is  subject  to  selection  by 
the  owner,  for  retention,  of  1,000  acres  of  first- 
class  land,  or  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land, 
or  5,000  acres  of  pastoral  land.  There  is  a 
further  provision  in  the  Bill,  which  honourable 
members  will  see  on  page  8,  clause  7,  subsection 
(3),  for  the  purpose  of  this  compulsory  taking, 
and  selection  by  the  owner  of  the  portion  he 
wishes  to  retain.  The  clause  says  what  land 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  first-class,  second-class, 
and  pastoral  that  ho  is  enabled  to  select  from ;. 
but  the  Bill  was  so  admirably  constructed,  and 
was  passed  in  suoh  a  complete  and  perfect  shape,, 
that  there  was  absolutely  no  authority  in  it — no 
Court,  no  power,  nor  any  other  machinery — to 
say  how  the  land  should  be  deemed  to  be  of 
any  of  the  classes.  It  comes  to  this :  that,  if 
an  owner  received  a  notice,  all  he  would  have 
to  do  would  be  to  get  his  solicitor  to  serve  the 
Government  with  a  notice  to  stop  proceedings 
for  the  taking  of  the  land,  I  believe  that  is 
understood  to  have  been  absolutely  the  position 
of  the  Bill  as  it  came  to  the  Council.  It  has 
been  on  exceedingly  arduous  task,  and  ouo 
of  extreme  difficulty,  both  for  the  Committee 
and  the  legal  advisors  of  the  Government,  to 
get  machinery  put  into  the  Bill  that  shall 
carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  it.  The  Committee,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Government  Law  Advisers, 
have  reconstructed  the  Bill  so  far  as  the 
classifying  of  land  is  concerned,  and,  starting 
with  the  notification,  they  have  made  pro- 
vision for  the  Compensation  Court  acting  as 
the  classifying  authority.  The  Court  having, 
then,  classified  the  land,  the  claim  of  the 
owner  to  be  allowed  to  retain  so  much  of  it 
will  be  considered  by  the  Compensation  Court 
— that  is,  within  the  limit  prescribed — and  th& 
Court  will  decide  the  quantity  to  which  the- 
owner  is  entitled,  having  regard  to  the  class  of 
land  which  is  established  by  the  classification 
made  by  the  Court.  The  Court  then  will  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  compensation  to  which, 
the  owner  is  entitled,  and  subsequently  the 
Proclamation  will  issue,  and  the  land  will  be 
taken,  and  the  whole  proceedings  will  h%  com- 
pleted. I  think  the  Council,  on  examining 
these  clauses,  will  see  that  a  great  deal  of 
care  has  been  taken  with  them.  I  take  no- 
special  credit  to  myself,  though  the  Commit- 
tee is  entitled  to  some  credit,  and  I  think  that 
the  professional  assistance  that  has  been  given 
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is  also  entitled  to  credit  for  the  present  shape 
of  the  new  clauses.  I  should  ssvy,  however,  that 
the  production  of  the  whole  Bill  as  originally 
introduced  is  not  at  all  creditable,  for  in  the 
-course  of  a  long  experience  I  have  never  before 
known  a  measure  of  policy  that  has  come  to 
this  Council,  or  left  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  the  condition  in  which  we  received 
this  measure.  Let  me  point  out  to  honourable 
gentlemen  in  connection  with  this  matter  that 
this  Council  is  repeatedly  assailed  for  opposing 
measures  which  aie  supposed  to  be  of  a  Liberal 
•character,  and  it  has  been  assailed  in  regard 
to  this  particular  question  repeatedly.  The 
Council,  if  it  desired  to  defeat  this  Bill,  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  but  to  pass  it  in  the 
form  in  which  it  came  to  it.  If  it  desired  to 
justify  the  attacks  which  have  been  made 
upon  it,  it  could  have  passed  the  Bill  exactly 
-as  it  came  to  the  Council.  But  the  Committee 
felt  that  the  Council  would  not  take  up  such 
a  position — that  it  owed  a  duty  to  the  public, 
and  that  it  was  not  their  business  to  take 
advantage  of  any  accidental  circumstances  to 
defeat  a  measure  of  policy, — as  on  the  second 
reading,  when  wo  said  that,  however  much  we 
-disliked  this  measure  for  the  compulsory  seizing 
of  land,  nevertheless,  it  having  been  before 
the  country,  and  having  been  adopted  by  the 
-constituencies,  we  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
reject  that  principle.  What  I  have  said  I 
now  repeat :  that  the  rejection  of  the  principle 
"would  be  complete  had  the  Council  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  Bill  as  it  came  to  this  Council ; 
but  through  the  medium  of  these  clauses  the 
Committee  have  made  it  a  workable  measure. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Sir,  my  honour- 
able friend  who  has  just  spoken  has,  I  think, 
very  clearly  defined  the  position  of  this  Bill 
when  it  came  to  the  Council,  and  what 
lias  been  done  with  it  by  the  Committee,  and 
ho  has  made  it  so  clear  that  I,  as  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  may  say  he  has,  in  my 
-opinion,  in  the  clearest  terms  put  the  position 
before  the  Council ;  and  I  think  it  will  have 
the  odvantago  of  showing  those  outside  the 
Council  how  much  care  is  taken  with  important 
measures  like  this  in  their  preparation.  Sir, 
this  Bill  is  an  important  policy  Bill,  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  it  came  down  hero  in 
an  entirely  unworkmanlike  condition,  and  my 
honourable  friend  put  it  rightly  when  he  said 
that  had  the  Committee  of  the  Council  left  it 
where  it  was  the  Minister  could  not  have  availed 
himself  of  this  policy  at  all.  He  would  have 
been  brought  up  on  the  threshold  with  a  faulty 
Act,  which  did  not  carry  out  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  created.  I  cannot  help  adding  to 
what  my  honourable  friend  has  said,  that  when 
■Government  policy  measures  like  this  come 
down  in  this  state  it  shows  very  little  caro  on 
tho  part  of  those  who  prepare  them.  This  is 
supposed  to  be  a  great  plank  in  the  platform  of 
legislation  on  which  we  are  now  engngod,  and 
it  is  instructive  to  see  what  was  the  condition 
in  which  it  came  before  us.  I  was  not  here 
when  this  Bill  was  discussed  on  its  second 
leading,  and  I  therefore  want  to  take  ad- 
-rantoge  of  this  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words 
Uon.  Mr.  Stevens 


about  it.  Again  referring  to  the  condition  <^ 
the  Bill,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
what  the  Bill  was  in  its  entirety  when  it  first 
came  down  to  the  Legislature.  I  myself  was  of 
opinion,  and  am  of  opinion  still,  that  the  Bill 
is  going  to  do  very  great  injury  to  the  country  in 

feneral.  That  is  my  opinion  about  it.  Bot, 
ir,  when  it  came  down  to  the  Legislature 
first  it  hod  in  it  a  provision  which,  to  my 
mind,  made  it  more  objectionable  than  it  is 
at  tho  present  time.  In  the  Bill  as  it  came 
down  there  was  a  proposal  that  the  Minister 
should  have  the  right  to  take  out  of  any  pro- 
perty in  the  country  such  pieces  or  portiona 
as  he  thought  fit,  and  to  leave  the  rest. 
Sir,  I  want  to  point  out  again  that  there  was 
an  utter  want  of  thought  or  consideration,  in 
my  opinion,  foe  what  the  effect  of  that  pro- 
posal would  be  to  tho  country.  Nothing  could 
be  proposed,  in  my  opinion,  that  would  mora 
injure  the  confidence  of  the  people  ontsid* 
the  colony,  and  in  the  colony,  than  that  pro- 
posal, if  it  became  law ;  and  yet  it  was  recom- 
mended as  part  of  the  policy.  There  is  a  very 
large  amount  of  English  capital  invested  in 
this  country;  and  what  would  have  been  the 
position  of  that  capital  had  such  a  provision 
been  passed?  Why,  any  security  which  any 
individual  or  company  may  have  in  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  liable  to  be  destroyed  at 
a  moment's  notice  by  the  action  of  the  Oovern- 
ment.  Could  there  be  anything  that  would 
more  thoroughly  injure  our  credit  than  such  a 
proposal  as  that  ?  It  is  true  that  that  pro- 
posal is  not  now  in  the  Bill.  I  think  it  was 
withdrawn  almost  before  tho  Legislature  con- 
sidered it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Hear, 


The  Hon. 
hear. 

The  Hon. 
friend  says 


Mr.  ORMOND.— My  honourable 
Hear,  bear,"  but  he  forgets  that 
this  already  has  done  its  injury.  This  thing 
has  gone  Home.  It  has  been  acted  upon,  and 
it  has  already  done  a  great  deal  of  injury  to 
the  credit  of  the  colony.  We  have  still,  Sir,  to 
recognise  that  the  Government  that  proposed 
it  is  a  Grovemment  that  is  still  in  office,  and, 
probably,  is  likely  to  be  in  office  for  some  time, 
and  that  that  was  its  deliberate  proposal.  I 
have  personal  knowledge  of  very  considerable 
injury  having  been  done  to  the  colony  by  that 
proposal.  I  know  of  cases  of  companies  that 
were  proposing  to  increase  their  capital  which 
they  were  prepared  to  invest  in  the  eonntrv, 
which  have  taken  alarm  at  this  proposal,  and 
which  have  abandoned  any  idea  of  increasing 
their  capital ;  and  the  effect  of  that  proposal 
cannot  be  exaggerated,  and  has  been  most  mis- 
chievous. It  adds  to  the  evidence  offered  by 
my  honourable  friend  who  spoke  before  me  that 
this  Bill,  as  it  came  down— important  measure 
as  it  is — was  very  ill-considered.  Now,  Sir,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  con- 
stitutional position  of  the  Council  with  regard 
to  this  measure,  and  I  do  so  because,  as  far  as 
I  follow  the  debate  on  the  second  reading,  this 
point  was  treated  in  different  ways  by  those 
who  spoke  on  the  matter.  Sir,  my  view  may 
be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words.    It  is  this: 
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that  this  principle  of  compulsory  land-taking 
which  wu  refused  assent  by  the  Council  before 
the  elections  —  that  this  principle  had  been 
proposed,  of  coarse,  by  the  present  GoTernment. 
The  present  Government  obtained  a  large  ma- 
jority at  the  elections,  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
igree  that  this  was  a  portion  of  their  policy 
Khich  vas  approved  of  at  the  elections — that 
is  to  say,  the  principle  of  the  compulsory  taking 
of  land ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  it  would 
not  become  the  Council  to  take  any  action 
which  wonld  override  what  may  be  said  to  be 
(he  will  of  the  pnblio  on  the  subject.  But, 
Sir,  when  I  say  that  that  principle  has  been 
affirmed,  I  should  like  to  draw  the  line  there, 
and  to  say  that  is  all,  in  my  opinion,  that  was 
affirmed  during  the  late  elections.  The  subject 
teceiTed  no  very  great  attention.  It  was,  no 
doobt,  made  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to, 
bst,  80  far  as  I  was  able  to  follow  the  elections, 
there  was  nothing  done,  either  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  speeches  of  its  individual  mem- 
bets,  or  by  the  speeches  in  general  of  those 
who  addressed  the  public,  in  defining  tlie  lines 
upon  which  the  proposal  was  to  be  given  effect 
to;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  in  this  Bill  we 
have  now  before  us  there  is  an  evidence  of  utter 
fsilore,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
sentative branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  do  in 
Committee  what  I  think  ought  to  have  been 
their  especial  duty — that  is,  to  define  clearly 
tiie  lines  of  settlement  on  which  this  principle 
is  to  be  carried  into  eSect.  Sir,  this  Bill  is 
wngularly  defective  in  defining  those  lines ;  and 
«{  all  important  subjects,  if  this  Bill  has  the 
importance  which  is  ascribed  to  it,  it  is  one  of 
the  ]^anks  which  ought  to  have  been  mainly 
attended  to  by  the  representative  branch  of  the 
Lejislatore.  What  were  the  cries  we  did  hear, 
for  instance,  at  the  elections  in  relation  to  this 
measoie  ?  Sir,  so  far  as  I  remember,  they  may 
be  lommed  up  in  words  like  this :  Land  for 
the  landless ;  land  for  the  artisans  near  the 
centres;  and  land  for  the  farmer,  especially 
br  the  man  who  tilled  the  land.  So  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,  those  were  the  three  main 
pnnciples  which  were  to  be  provided  for :  the 
principle  of  close  settlement  was  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for.  Well,  what  is  thero  in  this  Bill  to 
gife  effect  to  a  condition  of  things  such  as 
tiiat,  supposing  those  to  have  been  the  planks  1 
Take  one  portion,  say  clause  4,  which  is  the 
clause  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Minister  of  Lands  can  dispose  of  lands — one  of 
tts  provisions,  in  fact,  for  providing  land  for 
settlement  under  the  Land  Acts ;  and  then 
^•oses  2, 3,  and  4,  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  land  in  the  shape  of  farms  and  grazing-runs, 
thatmns  right  through  the  Bill,  exchanges  of 
pasture  land,  and  so  on.  You  lose  sight,  if  you 
examine  the  measure  carefully,  of  the  main 
object,  which  is  the  settlement  of  the  people 
OB  the  land ;  and  it  appears  to  be  a  measure 
devised  largely  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing 
awney  to  purchase  land  to  be  disposed  of  again 
fes  gnuing-mns  or  sheep-farms.  Kow,  Sir,  I 
My,  if  such  an  intention  had  been  placed  bo- 
isie  the  people  they  would  not  have  given 
ibtit  asstnt  to  the  compulsorjr  ptinoiple.  What 


they  did  mean  was  close  settlement  of  one  or 
two  kinds  chiefly,  and  they  mean  this  still. 
And  I  will  point  out  presently  that  under  the 
Bill  as  it  stands  close  settlement,  especially  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  large  centres,  cannot  be 
carried  out  under  this  Bill ;  it  is  almost  ex- 
pressly prohibited ;  and  therefore,  from  my  point 
of  view,  this  Bill  is  a  departure  from  what  was 
intended,  the  intention  being,  as  I  have  said, 
to  further  close  settlement,  and  farming  of 
the  class  I  have  referred  to.  In  looking  at 
this  question  we  are  assisted  a  great  deal  by 
the  administration  of  the  past  year,  and  if  we 
look  at  the  administration  of  the  past  year — 
particulars  of  which  were  very  fully  and  kindly 
given  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  me  to-day, 
in  answer  to  a  question — we  arrive  at  what,  as  I 
shall  show  to  the  Council,  is  exactly  the  clasa 
of  settlement  that  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  past  year,  and  this  I  shall  try  to  contrast 
with  the  kind  of  settlement  which  ought  to  be 
carried  out  if  in  this  Bill  we  are  to  give  effect 
to  what,  I  contend,  the  people  ask  that  land 
should  be  taken  for  on  the  compulsory  prin- 
ciple. In  the  return  which  my  honourable 
friend  gave  ns  to-day  there  is  information 
afforded  as  to  the  purchase  and  disposal  of  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  on  which  a  sum  of  £260,000 
was  expended.  That  is  a  sum  exceeding  the 
amount  which  is  to  be  given  for  expenditure  in 
this  year,  or  in  any  one  year,  under  this  Bill — 
that  is  to  say,  £250,000.  Well,  just  let  us  see 
what  has  been  achieved  in  Cheviot.  Sir,  my 
honourable  friend  answered  my  question  today 
as  to  what  has  been  done  in  Cheviot,  and  the 
results  are  given  in  these  particulars,  which  I 
think  I  have  taken  out  correctly.  Tliey  show 
that  in  the  Cheviot  Estate — which  consists  of 
79,657  acres,  and  which  cost,  as  I  have  said, 
£260,220,  there  have  been  326  sections  dis- 
posed of  to  317  selectors,  who,  between  them, 
have  got  this  79,657  acres.  In  working  this 
out,  I  find  these  317  selectors  have  cost  the 
colony  £821  each  to  place  on  the  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMEnY.— Cost  the 
colony  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Yes.  The  cost 
of  the  estate  was,  as  I  have  said,  £260,000; 
the  selectors  settled  on  the  land — they  are  not 
all  on  the  land ;  only  171  are  on  the  land,  ac- 
cording to  the  answer  I  got  to-day — but  there 
are  317  who  have  selected  and  taken  up  land, 
and  taken  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  And  I 
say,  again,  that  they  have  cost  the  colony  £821 
a  settler.  Now,  this  is  a  very  important  thing. 
That  is  why  I  asked  the  question,  so  as  to 
try  to  arrive  at  what  it  is  leading  us  to,  and 
what  we  aro  getting  for  our  money.  I  noticed 
the  other  day  that  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  in  a 
speech  in  another  place,  in  talking  of  this  mat- 
ter, quoted  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  who  in  the 
speech  that  he  quoted  said  that  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  Government  was  that  with  £250,000 
of  expenditure  they  would  settle  1,250  people. 
If  this  were  right,  the  cost  to  the  colony  would 
be  £1,250,  instead  of  £821.  That  can  be  taken, 
I  suppose,  as  a  correct  statement  of  what 
the  Government  ore  achieving  in  the  way  of 
settlement  of  the  land.    I  find,  locking  at  the 
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class  of  settlement — still  quoting  from  the 
return  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  me  to- 
day— 107  lease-in -perpetuity  selectors,  Tvho  had 
taken  up  an  average  of  223  acres  each,  making 
a  total  acreage  of  23,936  acres ;  and  thirty-one 
grazing-farms,  of  1,407  acres.  In  addition  to 
this,  I  find  nine  rural  settlers  taking  up  6,358 
acres,  and  eight  pastoral  settlers  with  3,171 
acres ;  making  up  a  total  of  77,098  acres.  So 
that  it  will  be  seen  the  bulk  of  this  land  has 
gone  into  the  hands  of  comparatively  a  few 
people.  This  also  is  a  very  important  point  in 
connection  with  the  question  we  are  now  con- 
sidering. According  to  the  information  with 
regard  to  the  only  other  property  the  Govern- 
ment have  dealt  with —the  Pomahaka  Estate — 
a  great  deal  of  it  is  undisposed  of.  There  is  a 
total  of  7,265  acres,  and  eighteen  lease-in-per- 
{)etaity  selectors  have  been  put  on  the  land,  and 
eleven  are  expected  to  be,  making  twenty-nine 
settlers  on  7,265  acres.  I  have  not  the  cor- 
rect cost  of  the  Pomahaka  Estate,  but  I  am 
told  it  is  £18,000  or  over.  In  this  case,  the 
twenty-nine  settlers  on  the  Pomahaka  Block 
have  cost  the  country  £605  each.  It  is  fair  for 
us,  in  considering  this  measure  having  for  its 
object  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land, 
to  say  that  the  settlement  of  these  two  blocks, 
which  is  claimed  to  be  successful,  is  evidence 
of  how  it  is  to  bo  done  in  the  future,  especially 
when  wo  examine  the  Bill  and  find,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  that  its  provisions  are  mainly, 
apparently,  in  t)ie  direction  of  obtaining 
land,  not  for  close  settlement,  but  for  grazing- 
runs  and  sheep- farms.  Now  I  want  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  class  of  settlement  that, 
in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  provided  for,  as 
against  the  class  of  settlement  which  has  been 
provided  for  at  Cheviot  and  Pomahaka, — and 
before  I  leave  Cheviot  and  Pomahaka  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Council  and  the  Government 
where  this  is  going  to  end.  Now,  how  are  you 
going,  by  any  reasonable  borrowing  in  the 
world,  to  settle  people  on  the  land,  if  it  is  going 
to  cost  these  sums  to  put  them  on  ?  And  I  am 
going  lo  ask  why  it  is  not  right  that  better  pro- 
vision should  first  be  made  for  those  who  have 
far  greater  wants,  whose  necessity  is  fifty 
thousand  times  greater  than  that  of  the  people 
who  have  been  put  on  land  which  was  al- 
ready in  profitable  occupation.  I  want  to 
point  out  what  class  of  settlement  ought  to  be, 
in  my  opinion,  the  justification  for  a  measure 
like  this,  and  ought  to  be  provided  for  first. 
First  we  will  take  the  farming  class — the  men 
who  are  at  present  living  in  agricultural  and 
pastoral  districts — men  who  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  land  on  which  partly 
to  maintain  themselves  while  they  are  partly 
maintaining  themselves  by  employment  in  the 
districts  where  they  are  located :  because  I  hold 
that  this  class  of  settlement  is  the  most  legiti- 
mate to  be  first  provided  for.  It  is  a  very 
large  class,  and  a  very  valuable  class — a  class 
out  of  which  can  bo  built  up  a  homestead 
farming-class,  who,  if  put  in  a  proper  position, 
would  establish  themselves  to  great  advantage, 
and  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  country.  I 
know  in  many  parts  of  the  country  there  is 
Hon.  Mr.  Orm<md 


an  absence  of  the  class  of  land  open  for  these 
people  to  occupy,  and  I  would  say  that  what 
IS  needed  for  them  is  a  class  of  land  which 
should  not  be  taken  up  in  very  large  acreage,  but 
should  be  of  first-class  quality,  and  within  easy 
reach  of  a  market,  near  a  railway,  and  where 
employment  can  be  obtained  in  times    when 
men  are  not  engaged  on  their  own  farms.    If 
these  conditions  were  fulfilled  the  Government 
would  be  establishing  a  class  which  would  be 
of  value  to  the  country.    The  next  class  I  say 
the  country  might  provide  for  to  advantage  is 
the  artisan  class  in   the  towns.    I  know  that 
among  this  class  there  is  a  feeling  that  they 
have  a  claim   to  consideration   in  land-settle- 
ment,  and  the  thinking  men  amongst  them 
think  that   if   they  were   within    reasonable 
reach  of  towns — say,  two  to  five  miles — if  the 
Government   granted    them    limited   acreages 
small  proprietaries  of  these    people  could  be 
put  down  in  numbers   of  fifty  or  twenty,  and 
so  on :    they  could  attend  to  their  ordinary 
business ;    and  they  could  work  on  their  land 
oa  those  days  on  which  there  is  no  employ- 
ment for  them  as  artisans ;   and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  there  are  many  of  those  days  amongst  all 
the  artisan  classes  at  present — one  or  two  days 
in  each  week  on  which  tbeir  trades  do  not  work 
—  and  I   fear  there  are   going   to   be   more 
during  the  year  coming  on.    If  provision  were 
made  for  this  class  by  giving  them  a  small 
acreage  of   good  land  in  such  positions,  on 
which  to  establish  homes,  they  would  be  as- 
sisted to  provide  for  themselves  in  the  inter- 
vals between  their  work.     I  conceive  that  to 
be  a  statesmanlike  way  of  providing  for  a  class 
of  people  who  are  at  present  in  not  very  satis- 
factory circumstances;  and  they  ought  to  be 
provided  for  next  to  the  farmer  class,  or  at 
the  same  time.     Now,  what  could  be   done 
with   the   money  in   that  direction?     I  have 
taken  out  roughly  what,  it  appears  to  me,  could 
be  a  means  of  giving  effect  to  such  a  scheme 
as   I   have  just  sketched  out.     We   hare  got 
£250,000  to  spend  in  the  year.     Suppose  out  of 
that  we  devoted  £100,000  to  the  settlement  of 
people  of  the  artisan  class  on  pieces  of  land, 
say,  from  one  to  five  acres  in  extent.    I  say  such 
an  acreage,  within  four  or  five  miles  of  the 
centres,  would  be  a  groat  provision  to  assist  sHch 
men  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  families. 
What  could  bo  done  in  this  way  ?     So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  ascertain — not  sticking  exactly  to 
the  four  centres  named  in  the  Bill,  but  extend- 
ing it  to  all  the  large  centres  iu  the  colony — 
you  could  get  such  land  at  from  £50  to  £100  an 
acre.    That  is  what  I  consider  a  full  valuation. 
Then,  suppoeing  I  am  right,  and  you  adopted 
a  one-acre  system,  you  would  have  a  thou- 
sand sections  for  artisans  of  this  class,  and,  if 
two  acres,  you  would  have  five  hundred.     I 
would  go  on  and  say  what  could  be  done  with 
the  small-farm  business.    There,  I  should  say, 
for  the  class  of  settlement  I  have  sketched 
out,  the  areas  of  the   allotments  should  be 
from  five  to  twenty  acres,  supposing  the  land  to 
be  of  first-class  quality.     It  could  be  bought  in 
situations  I  have  in  my  eye  all  over  the  country 
at  from  £5  to  £80 ;  and  if  this  were  done,  and  li 
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the  sections  were  five  aores,  five  hnndied  people 
eoald  be  settled,  and,  ii  ten  aores,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  people  could  be  settled.  I  say 
this  is  capable  of  being  given  effect  to,  and 
Touid  work  out  results  vrhich,  as  compared 
vitb  the  Cheviot  business,  would  be  of  incal- 
ealable  benefit  to  the  country.    In  the  one  case 

Sn  would  provide  for  a  class  of  settlement 
I  which  there  is  a  demand ;  and  in  the  other 
joa  are  interfering  with  settlement  which, 
tt  any  rate  to  a  certain  extent,  is  beneficial, 
and  with  very  inadequate  and  poor  results. 
And,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  follow  this  Bill, 
it  does  not  provide  for  the  class  of  settle- 
ment to  which  I  have  referred.  And  I  will  tell 
jon  why.  The  Bill  limits  the  acreage  within 
nach  of  centres  which  the  Government  can 
take  to  five  hundred  acres.  There  are  few 
mch  properties  in  existence  within  this  dis- 
tance of  the  centres,  and  therefore  the  Bill 
shows  that  the  Government  does  not  at  all 
tike  into  consideration  the  necessity  for  pro- 
lUing  for  this  class  of  settlers.  These  are  my 
views  in  connection  with  the  settlement  that 
is  wanted  as  against  that  given  effect  to  at 
Qieriot  and  Fomahaka;  and  I  give  these  ideas 
in  the  hope  that  they  will  become  known,  and 
that  the  fact  of  their  being  put  forwshrd  in  a 
piblic  way  may  lead  to  a  difEerent  class  of 
Mttlement  being  carried  on  under  the  Bill  from 
tbat  which  has  been  given  effect  to  during 
tbe  past  year  in  the  cases  of  Cheviot  and 
Pcmabaka.  I  want  further  to  say  this  of  the 
dass  of  settlement  of  tbe  land  that  has  been 

S'ven  effect  to  at  Cheviot  and  Fomahaka :  that, 
the  country  does  make  up  its  mind  that  it  is 
aecessary  to  provide  this  class  of  settlement, 
the  field  for  it  (s  mainly  in  the  North  Island  of 
the  colony,  where  Native  land  is  lying  waste 
Boeh  more  suitable  for  tbe  purpose  than  the 
Itnii  that  have  been  taken,  and  which  could 
k  got  at  a  tithe  of  the  cost  of  the  settlement 
tt  Cheviot.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  this  class 
tf  settlement  at  the  present  time  needs  to  be 
fNvided  for  by  the  State.  There  is  land  for 
Mle  wherever  you  go :  in  fact,  I  do  not  know 
of  any  land  which  is  not  for  sale,  or  whose 
owner  would  not  be  glsbd  to  sell  it  if  he  could. 
I  want  now  to  say  a  few  words  about  the 
injnrionB  efiects  of  this  Bill;  and  they  are 
many.  The  instances  which  occur  in  our 
overy-day  life  are  numerous  in  which  we  hear 
inm  onr  friends,  and  from  persons  who  come 
bto  the  country  and  go  out  of  it,  how  this 
KIl  is  operating.  What  are  its  tendencies  ? 
Its  tendencies  are  to  take  away  all  interest 
in  beautifying  the  country,  and  improving 
it,  and  m&kiog  homesteads  in  it.  That  is 
what  it  is  doing.  I  could  give  the  names  of 
atmy  persons  whom  I  know  whose  cases  bear 
oat  what  I  say.  There  are  instances  within 
the  knowledge  of  many  of  as  in  which  friends 
vithin  (he  last  month  or  six  weeks  intended 
to  go  ont  into  the  country  where  they  have 
Boperty,  and  they  intended  to  improve  it,  to 
Mild  on  it,  to  plant  It,  and  to  make  homes  for 
Ihamselves  and  their  children  after  them,  and 
tbey  have  given  up  that  intention  because  of 
Una  Bill.    Why  should  they  go  oat  ? 
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An  Hon.  Mbicbkb. — Why  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— I  will  tell  the 
honourable  member  why.  He  perhaps  does 
not  know  it.  A  man  who  has  taken  up  a  waste 
piece  of  land,  and  who  has  improved  it  with 
the  view  of  handing  it  down  to  his  children, 
has  something  to  live  for.  But  this  Bill  takes 
that  land  away  from  him ;  and  if  you  can 
imagine  anything  worse  for  the  country  I  do 
not  know  it.  This  Bill  is  also  stopping  what  is 
the  lifeblood  of  all  new  countries — the  inflow 
of  settlers  with  capital.  While  I  have  been 
here  I  have  met  gentlemen  who  have  come 
from  the  other  colonies  tad  from  Home,  and 
who  saj  they  like  the  country  and  everything 
about  it  but  its  laws  and  their  interference 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  everything 
which'  is  tending  to  destroy  individuality  and 
the  desire  of  settling  the  country.  That  is  what 
the  legislation  which  we  are  at  present  engaged 
upon  is  producing.  And  it  is  driving  away  the 
class  of  people  who  are  wanted ;  and  much 
misery  is  being  created  in  our  midst  by  what 
is  going  on.  If  my  honourable  friends  lived 
in  country  like  that  which  I  come  from  they 
would  see  the  misery  which  is  being  brought  on 
the  country  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
numbers  of  unemployed  in  the  country  such  as 
those  who  live  in  a  city  like  Wellington  do  not 
dream  of.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
men  are  travelling  In  hordes  through  the  pas- 
toral districts  of  the  colony,  and  they  aro 
being  maintained  and  fed.  It  is  with  great 
regret  that  I,  an  old  settlor,  should  say  so, 
but  they  are  going  about  from  house  to  house 
begging  bread;  and,  to  my  mind,  that  is  a  mise- 
rable state  of  things.  That  state  of  things  is 
probably  greatly  owing  to  legislation  of  this 
kind,  which  is  stopping  the  introduction  of 
capital  and  the  employment  of  money,  which 
if  not  discouraged  would  provide  the  very  thing 
which  the  men  whom  I  have  referred  to  require, 
and  which  they  should  be  able  to  get,  living  in 
a  young  country  like  this.  I  have  stated  al- 
most all  I  watnt  to  say  upon  this  measure.  I 
feel  very  strongly  upon  it.  I  think  the  injury 
which  it  will  eSect  will  be  more  indirect  than 
direct.  I  do  not  anticipate  any  direct  injury 
from  it  at  all,  I  may  say,  but  I  do  repeat 
that  it  will  have  a  deterrent  effect  upon  the 
employment  of  money ;  it  will  have  a  deter- 
rent efiect  upon  the  settlers,  discouraging  them 
from  improving  their  land.  I  do  not  know 
that  at  this  stage  of  the  session  we  should 
attempt  an  alteration  of  this  Bill.  I  think 
this  Bill,  as  I  have  said  before,  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  provide  for  proper  settlement. 
I  feel  strongly  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  I  did 
with  respect  to  the  recent  Beink  Bill.  I  felt 
then,  and  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  Legis- 
lature was  devolving  upon  the  Government 
the  rights  and  the  duties  of  the  Legislature ; 
and  I  say  so  again  in  regard  to  this  Bill — 
that  it  is  failing  altogether  to  mark  out  the 
lines  that  the  Government  should  act  under. 
There  is  very  little  of  it  in  any  of  the  policy 
Bills  which  we  are  having  brought  before  us. 
I  shall  not  myself  attempt  to  make  any 
amendments  in  the  Bill,  although  I  express 
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the  opinionB  -which  I  have  done  as  to  its  being 
altogether  inadequate.  And  I  shall  also  not 
do  BO  because  doing  so  would  lead  us  pro- 
bably into  altercations  with  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  at  a  tirne  when  no  sufficient 
consideration  could  be  given  to  the  subject.  In 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  attempts 
were  made  to  make  provision  for  close  settle- 
ment, and  such  attempts  were  defeated. 
Therefore,  if  the  Council  were  now  to  enter 
on  such  a  course  as  I  have  indicated,  we  should 
be  entering  upon  something  that  would  bring 
US  into  conflict  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  at  a  period  of  the  session  when  it 
would  be  hopeless  that  the  point  at  issue  could 
be  properly  settled. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOKE.— J  per- 
sonally have  always  been  in  favour  of  peace. 
If  the  owners  of  large  estates  are  to  be  tor- 
mented as  they  have  been  for  several  years,  and 
threatened  to  have  their  properties  taken  from 
them,  I  think  there  ought  to  be  something  like 
a  reasonable  provision  mads  for  buying  them 
all  out.  If  we  are  to  have  charges  of  "con- 
structive crime  and  social  -  pestism  "  brought 
against  any  people  in  the  country,  I  think  the 
wisest  way  would  be  to  buy  them  out.  I 
think,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  just  said,  they 
would  be  perfectly  willing  to  sell,  and  shake  the 
dust  of  this  colony  ofi  their  feet.  I  am  quite 
certain  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in 
doing  that :  but  there  is  one  thing  that  I  must 
say.  I  cannot  see  that  this  amendment  of  the 
present  Act  provides  for  it.  That  is,  the  Minis- 
ter ought  not  to  be  encouraged  to  come  down 
here  and  claim  the  credit  of  buying  properties 
at  absurd  prices  at  a  time  when  produce  must 
be  cheap,  and  when  the  value  of  land  is  not 
very  great.  I  do  not  think  that  point  has  been 
met  by  the  provisions  of  the  altered  BUI.  There 
ought  to  be  a  distinct  provision  for  that.  There 
ought  to  be  a  minimum  price  which  the  Qovem- 
ment  should  pay  for  any  land — that  is  to  say, 
the  price  on  which  the  owners  of  the  property 
are  being  taxed.  I  hope  that  may  be  altered 
In  Committee.  I  may  say  that  I  should  be  in 
favour  of  withdrawing  the  limit  mentioned  in 
the  Bill,  and  enabling  the  Government,  if  they 
choose,  and  if  they  are  wise  enough  to  buy  up 
all  the  great  estates  and  large  properties,  to  try 
what  they  can  do  with  those  properties.  With 
regard  to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  said  with 
reference  to  provision  being  made  for  the  artisan 
class,  that  is,  to  a  large  extent,  what  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance  proposed.  He  proposed,  and  he 
tried,  to  place  these  men  near  centres  where 
when  their  labour  was  not  permanently  re- 
quired, they  might  have  little  homesteads  to 
which  they  could  retire  when  they  were  out  of 
work,  and  where  their  families  could  live  while 
ihey  happened  to  be  away.  Then  they  could 
return  to  their  homesteads  when  they  were  not 
employed  in  other  ways.  I  think  that  would 
be  a  much  better  system  than  this  general 
system  of  taking  everybody's  property  away 
from  him,  and  giving  it  to  people  who  can 
just  afiord  to  carry  on  small  farms.  However, 
that  is  a  detail  which  I  should  not  like  to 
interfere  with.  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  in 
Son.  Mr.  Ormond 


Committee  to  induce  the  Council  to  place  a 
minimum  price  on  any  purchase  made  under 
the  Bill.  Without  that,  this  is  a  confiscatory 
measure.  It  has  no  other  purpose,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  than  to  remove  from  the  commnnity 
that  class  of  persons  who  are  always  railed 
against,  and  who  have  been  for  the  last  few 
years  perpetually  attacked.  Adequate  moqey 
is  not  provided  in  this  Bill  to  buy  oat  both 
the  land  -  proprietor,  and  that  person  nuns 
wicked  still,  the  absentee.  I  think  the  Bill  is 
defective  in  that  particular.  As  I  have  said, 
I  think,  in  Committee,  it  would  be  wise  if  we 
took  pains  to  see  that  there  shall  be  a  minimnm 
price,  and  that  land  shall  be  taken  at  the  land- 
tax  valuation  with  10  per  cent,  added.  U  that 
is  put  in  the  Bill,  the  measure  may  have  a  fair 
chance  of  succeeding.  Lshrge  properties  will 
be  bought,  and  then  it  will  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  decide  whether  it  will  carry  out  Ur. 
Ballance's  principle  of  placing  a  labour  colony 
on  the  land,  and  giving  labourers  or  artisans 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  members  of  the 
small  yeoman  class  of  freehold  farmers.  I,  for 
my  part,  think  we  should  provide  for  that  class 
of  people. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  S  H  R I M  S  K  I.— Reference 
has  been  made  to  the  Cheviot  Estate  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  and  I  agree  with  him  to  a 
certain  extent.  No  doubt  the  purchase  was  a 
very  extravagant  one,  and  very  likely  it  will  not 
return  interest  on  the  money  expended  upon  it. 
I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  simply  re- 
ferred to  the  original  cost,  vrithout  adding  to 
it  the  cost  of  roads  and  bridges ;  but  unfor- 
tunately the  Government  were  driven  into  this 
purchase  by  the  act  of  the  former  owners 
in  not  agreeing  to  the  valuation  which  the 
Land-tax  Commissioner  put  upon  it.  Con- 
sequently, under  the  circumstances,  we  are 
not  to  blame.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself 
now  under  consideration,  I  think  its  eSeots  will 
not  be  so  serious  as  some  honourable  mem- 
bers anticipate.  It  may  prejudicially  afieot 
one,  but  at  the  same  time  it  wQl  probably 
benefit  hundreds.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  know 
that  in  the  district  where  I  live  live  have  large 
tracts  of  country  adjoining  the  town  which  ace 
in  the  hands  of  large  estate-owners  and  absen- 
tees, who,  while  they  draw  everything  they  can 
from  the  colony,  spend  very  little  in  it.  Sir,  if 
properties  like  that  were  bought  from  the  New 
Zeedand  Land  Company — snch  as  the  property 
adjoining  the  Town  of  Oamaru  —  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that,  instead  of  being  over- 
burdened as  we  are  now  by  enormous  taxation, 
and  the  place  being  almost  starved  ont,  that 
looality  would  become  a  very  prosperous  one. 
The  land,  I  believe,  could  be  purchased  at  a 
far  lower  price  than  that  fixed  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  is  a  very  good  one. 
Near  any  centre  where  the  Government  can 
acquire  land  it  should  be  acquired,  and  cot  ap 
into  small  allotments,  which  wonld  be  bene- 
ficial to  settlement,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  the  Government  would  do  that  they  could  get 
more  than  the  five  hundred,  or  even  five  tbon- 
sand  acres  adjoining  the  Town  of  Oamam,  and 
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in  many  otber  loealities  besides.  I  speak  from 
myovn  experience.  I  am  certain  that  the  Go- 
Temment  could  purchwe  land  which  I  do  not 
(oppose  would  exceed  in  cost  £18  an  acre — the 
Tery  beat  of  land ;  and  while  this  might  perhaps 
be  injurious  to  one  individual  it  would  benefit 
many  hundreds.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  think  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  vote  for  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  I  feel  very  much 
interested  in  the  two  speeches  that  have  been 
delivered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormoud  upon  this  Bill.  I  should 
like  to  say,  in  relation  to  the  position  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has  so  clearly  stated  to  the 
Council,  that  this  new  experience  merely  affords 
an  additional  proof  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
effecting  practical  legislation  when  dealing  with 
complex  subjects.  We  must  not  forget  that 
when  a  new  Parliament  is  elected  a  very  large 
number  of  the  members  returned  to  the  Legis- 
lature are  absolutely  without  parliamentary  ex- 
peiienoe,  and  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  for  the 
leaders  of  a  House,  in  a  somewhat  tempestuous 
atmoaphece,  to  control  all  the  elements  which 
thoroughly  ordered  and  perfectly  regulated  lead 
to  the  best  results.  I  am  not  now  seeking  to 
exculpate  the  Government  from  any  measure 
of  blame  that  may  perhaps  attach  to  it  as  to 
the  character  of  the  drafting  of  this  mesjure. 
I  feel  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  in 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  a  sufficiently  varied 
capacity  so  as  to  render  him  equal  to  the 
Tuioas  efforts  he  has  got  to  put  forth  in  dif- 
ferent directions  for  the  furtherance  of  his 
objects,  whether  political,  or  social,  or  di- 
rected purely  and  simply  in  a  naked  manner 
lor  tbe  good  of  the  commonwealth.  I  say 
that,  EG  far  as  the  clearing-up  of  this  difficulty 
goes,  it  is  merely  a  distinct  proof  of  the  abso- 
Inte  necessity  for  a  second  Chamber  in  any 
colony  situated  such  as  ours  is.  And  this 
experience  merely  affords  another  guarantee  to 
the  conntry  of  the  fact  that  no  party  spirit, 
about  vrhich  we  have  so  often  heard  lately,  will 
ever  be  availed  of  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony  in  this  Chamber. 
Were  it  otherwise,  would  it  not  have  been  the 
limplest  thing  in  the  world  for  the  Council,  by 
neglecting  its  sacred  duty,  to  allow  this  mea- 
lare  to  lapse  through  the'  incompetence  and 
inefficiency  of  the  measure  itself  1 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.- The  Select 
Committee  would  have  rectified  that. 

Tbe  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— My  honourable 
fnend  Mr.  Montgomery  alleges  that  such  a 
eoodition  of  things  could  not  have  been  pos- 
sible, beeanse  the  Select  Committee  would 
have  rectified  such  a  deficiency  in  the  Act. 
Sir,  the  Select  Committee  is  a  part  of  the 
Council,  and,  if  that  Select  Committee  had 
been  influenced  by  any  party  spirit,  there  is 
so  doubt  whatever  that  the  business  of  the 
conntry  would  have  been  less  well  done  than 
it  it.  But  I  merely  wish  to  indicate  this — I 
merely  wish  to  draw  attention  of  colonists  to 
this  little  fact:  The  sense  of  the  Council  is 
■gainst  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  and  yet 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  is  made  into  tux 


efficient  and  practicable  measure  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council.    Why  is  that  so  7    Simply  be- 
cause we  are,   in   reality,    all   thorou^ly  in 
earnest  about  advancing   the  welfare  of   the 
community.   And  if  we  take  diverse  views  about 
what  are  the  best  interests  of  the  colony  we  are 
here  to  give  expression  to  those  diverse  views, 
and  the  discussion  which  follows  leads  to  re- 
sults  as  hitherto — ending  in    great   practical 
benefit  to  the   colony.     Sir,  here  is  another 
illustration  of  the  value  of  the  application  of 
unbiassed  practical  capacity  to  the  public  busi- 
ness.   That  is  all  I  claim  for  the  Council  in 
relation  to  this  measure.    I  would  say  to  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.   Ormond  that,  though 
I  agree  very  largely  with  his  speech, — and  I 
agree  with  it  entirely  where  he  says  that  the 
kind  of  settlement  he  suggests  would  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  colony, — though  I  agree  with 
him  in  these  particulars,  these  details,  I  do  not 
agree  with  alt  that  ho  has  said  in  his  speech ; 
and  here  you  will  at  once  perceive  that  mem- 
bers who  may  be  in  accord  in  relation  to  gene- 
ral principles  often  form  difierent  views  as  to 
means  and  results.    I  am  not  of  opinion  that 
the  country  is  at  present  flooded  by  unem- 
ployed owing  to  mischief  resulting  from  this 
proposed  measure,  or  any  such  proposed  mea- 
sure.   I  am  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  our 
unemployed  very  largely  depends  upon  the  price 
of  our  products  in  London,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  the  incidence  of  the  taxation  on  property 
is  80  severe  and  is  so  severely  felt  that  the 
margin  of  profit  left  for  tbe  employment  of 
labour  has  been  seriously  diminished  by  our 
financial  system.     I  think  that  an  average 
earning  of   something  like  6  per  cent,  is  as 
much  as  is  obtained  &om  land  in  this  colony. 
Now,  inasmuch  as  half  the  value  of  the  land  in 
the  colony,  or,  perhaps,  rather  more,  is  mort- 
gaged at  an  average  rate  of  something  over  6 
per  cent., — and  not  very  much  over,  for  there 
are  misconceptions  in  relation  to  the  current 
rates  of  interest, — the  margin  left  to  tbe  owner 
of  the  property  for  his  personal  expenditure, 
and  for  employment  in  any  further  industries, 
is  very  limited,  and  this  margin  has  been  very 
seriously  reduced  of  late  by  the  constantly-de- 
clining English  market.    Now,  Sir,  that  I  hold 
to  be  the  fundamental  cause  of  the  number  of 
our  unemployed.    To  that  prominent  reason, 
based  on  the  fluctuations  in  prices  of  our  com- 
modities in  London,  has  to  be  added,  in  my 
judgment,  the  fact  that  labour  has   of  late 
uniformly  demanded  more  for  its  share  than 
colonists  could  afford  to  pay.    That  being  so, 
I  feel  that  labour,  between  the  two  poles, — 
through  the  low  prices  of  our  commodities 
in  London,  and  the    high   prices   demanded 
in  the  shape   of  wages — is   suffering   a  very 
bad  time ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  con- 
dition of  labour  cannot  be  improved  except 
through  the  instrumentality  of  higher  rates  for 
our  commodities  in  England,  and  lower  rates 
demanded  for    labour  in    the    colony.    Now, 
with  regard  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill,  I  made  no  comment  upon  the  measure 
on  its  second  reading,  because  last  year,  when 
the  Bill  was  before  the  Council  for  oonsidera- 
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tion,  I  pointed  oat  that  there  ytaa  one  fanda- 
mantal  error  which  was  hound  to  act  moat 
gravely  against  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and 
that  fundamental  error  lay  in  the  fact  that  as 
the  Bill  originally  came  to  this  Council  twelve 
months  ago  any  portion  of  a  man's  property 
outside  a  given  area  might  be  selected  for 
settlement  by  the  Grown  without  remedy  to 
the  owner  in  relation  to  the  balance.  I 
sought  to  show  that  the  effect  of  that  would 
be  that  land-proprietors  would  have  great  di£B- 
onlty  in  borrowing  money  on  their  properties, 
owing  to  the  insecure  condition  in  which  the 
balance  of  the  property,  when  the  Government 
had  selected  from  it,  would  be  left.  Now,  this 
Bill  contains  a  provision  by  which  the  Oovem- 
ment  must  buy  the  whole  of  a  property  in 
case  the  person  whose  property  is  sought  to  be 
diminished  demands  it.  This  Bill,  by  provid- 
ing recourse  to  the  property-holder  in  the  way 
of  affording  him  a  right  to  demand  that  the 
Qovernment  shall  purchase  the  whole  of  his 
property,  removes  that  fundamental  com- 
mercial fault,  as  I  take  it,  in  last  year's  mea- 
sure. In  connection  with  the  sentimental  view 
of  this  measure,  and  its  effect  upon  settlement 
and  the  improvement  of  lands  generally,  per- 
sonally I  do  not  attach  so  much  importance 
to  that  element  as  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Orraond  does,  because  I  hold  that,  within  an 
area  restricted  to  one  thousand  acres  in  one 
instance,  two  thousand  acres  in  another,  five 
thousand  acres  in  a  third,  and  five  hundred 
acres  in  a  fourth,  men  will  have  plenty  of  land 
left  for  the  cultivation  of  their  natural  enthu- 
siasm in  the  direction  of  improving  lands  ;  and 
I  hold  that  when  the  public  come  to  under- 
stand that  this  measure  reduces  to  a  practical 
form  the  present  problems  which  are  exercising 
the  minds  of  the  Legislature  it  will  restore 
confidence  among  the  people.  It  is  perfectly 
true  the  proverb  still  holds  good,  "  Give  a  dog 
a  bad  name  and  hang  him."  We  have  got  a 
bad  name,  but  we  are  vastly  too  useful  to  hang 
yet.  We  have  too  much  in  ns  to  make  it 
possible  for  such  a  character  as  we  have  re- 
cently obtained  for  wild  legislation  to  ruin  our 
future.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion, during  the  current  period  of  incubation, 
affects  our  interests  prejudicially  ;  I  am  satis- 
fied that  this  kind  of  legislation  does  restrict 
the  introduction  of  capital  ;  but  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  a  juster  appreciation  of  our  real 
ends,  and  a  wider  knowledge  of  our  real  diffi- 
culties, will  pat  us  outside  the  sphere  of  this 
kind  of  prejudice,  and  lead  to  a  restoration  of 
confidence.  Now,  I  would  say,  what  would 
property-holders,  in  their  own  interest,  have 
the  colony  to  do  ?  In  my  view  the  general  and 
local  taxation  of  land  is  already  overburden- 
some.  In  my  view  the  productive  power  of 
land  will  soon  have  reached  its  limit,  owing  to 
the  check  put  upon  the  energy  of  the  people 
by  the  smaJl  returns  for  capital  so  employed. 
What  then  would  be  the  remedy  for  a  condition 
of  that  kind  ?  The  answer,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
broaden  the  basis  of  taxation,  and  broaden  out 
the  foundation  of  the  landed  interest.  How  can 
that  better  be  done  than  by  iucreasing  settle- 
Eon.  Dr.  Oraet 


ment  ?    I  hold  it  is  a  question  of  the  character 

of  the  settlement  that  is  to  be  effected  under  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  and  I  hold,  if  a  measure  of 
this  kind  is  wisely  administered  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement,  and  free  from  collateral 
issues,  that  the  measure  itself  is  a  measure  of 
promise.  I  do  not  know  that  we  could  possibly 
have  a  better  illustration  than  the  condition  of 
the  Town  of  Oamaru.  There  are  many  such  dis- 
tricts in  the  colony,  where  there  is  no  progress 
and  no  settlement,  yet  where  the  land  is  fit 
for  settlement,  and  where,  as  I  hold,  under  this 
measure  settlement  could  be  effected  bene- 
ficially to  all  parties;  and  surely,  if  a  landed 
proprietor  receives  a  price  arranged  by  a  Jndge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  and  two  Assessors  be  will 
have  received  a  sufficiency  for  the  land  that  he 
has  parted  with.  If  our  experience  is  worth 
anything,  does  it  not  show  that  the  trouble 
with  a  large  number  of  landed  proprietors  is 
that  they  have  too  much  land  and  too  little 
money,  and  that  their  land  is  not  saleable  ? 
If  we  admit  all  this,  we  must  admit  that  the 
particular  effect  of  a  measure  of  this  kind  can- 
not be  deleterious  to  the  interests  of  this 
colony.  I  agree  absolutely  that  our  experience 
in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  Pomahaka, 
and,  so  far  as  we  know,  of  Cheviot,  has  not 
been  satisfactory,  and  I  have  no  doubt  what 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  meant  was  that  we  had 
in  the  Cheviot  business  eight  hundred  and 
odd  pounds  a  year  with  each  settler  at  risk. 
Of  course,  the  settler  has  not  cost  the  colony 
eight  hundred  and  odd  pounds;  but  we  have 
a  risk  of  £800  upon  each  man,  which  is 
a  very  large  risk  to  have  in  relation  to  what 
is  a  problematical  experiment.  If  I  nndar- 
stand  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument, 
it  is  that  we  should  have  a  leas  amount  of 
risk  per  head,  and  we  should  afford  to  each 
person  a  better  chance  of  profitably  working 
than  we  have  hitherto  afforded  him.  In  this 
view  I  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
entirely,  and  also  with  his  view  that  our 
speculation  in  regard  to  Cheviot  and  Poma- 
haka has  not  been  a  desirable  speculation. 
In  point  of  fact,  we  must  settle  the  country, 
and  I  hold  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  maintaui 
our  financial  solvency  unless  we  extend  Ui« 
basis  of  settlement ;  and  if  this  Bill  is  carefully 
administered,  and  if  wo  profit  by  experience 
already  in  regard  to  both  Pomahaka  and  the 
Cheviot,  it  ought  to  bo  successful. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— Sir,  as  one 
who  is  in  favour  of  the  principles  of  this  Bill, 
and  as  one  who  has  also  taken  some  part  as 
a  member  of  the  WMte  Lands  Committee  in 
shaping  it,  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  a  few  words 
at  this  stage,  and  in  doing  so  I  may  say  that  I 
entirely  agree  with  what  has  been  said  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Chairman  of  the  Ck)m- 
mittee — that  if  this  Bill  had  been  passed  by  this 
Council  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  presented 
to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives  I  am 
convinced  that  not  a  single  acre  of  land  could 
have  been  taken  compulsorily  under  the  pro- 
visions of  it.  That  is  a  very  startling  fact,  and 
it  is  a  very  startling  commentary  on  the  manner 
in  which  a  Bill  of  so  much  importance  aa  this 
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ynB  prepared  in  tbe  first  ioatance,  and  the 
nuinner  in  -which  it  was  paaacd  through  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  may  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
here,  and  who  was  also  in  charge  of  the  Bill  in 
the  Waste  Iiands  Committee,  will  admit  that 
this  statement  is  correct,  and  that  no  one  was 
more  surprised  than  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  find  that  the  Bill  was  in  this  condition.  The 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
seemed  not  to  be  aware  of  it;  and,  indeed,  no 
one  who  had  taken  any  part  in  the  handling 
of  the  Bill  seemed  to  have  discovered  that  the 
Bill  was  so  absolutely  inept  a  measure  as  it 
was  found  to  be  in  many  respects.  I  feel 
bound  to  mention  the  attitude  towards  the 
Bill  taken  by  those  members  of  the  Waste 
l4uids  Committee  who  are  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill.  On  tbe  Waste  Lands  Oom- 
mittee  there  were  several  niembers  of  this 
Council  who  are  entirely  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  and  yet  it  was  fonnd  that  in 
amending  it  they  did  their  utmost  loyally  to 
bring  it  into  workable  form.  It  is  a  very  im- 
perfectly-drawn measure,  and  it  is  a  duty  that 
we  owe  to  those  honourable  gentlemen  that  we 
should  acknowledge  that  attitude,  and  also  the 
attitude  of  the  Cotmcil  as  a  whole  towards 
the  Bill.  This  attitude  has  been  to  me  one 
of  agreeable  surprise.  I  think  the  statement 
made  by  the  last  speaker,  to  the  effect  that  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Council  are 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  is  correct; 
bat  I  am  convinced  that  the  majority  have 
given  way  on  the  ground  that  it  is  considered 
(hat  a  mandate  has  been  received  froYn  the 
country,  and  that  a  Bill  to  this  eSect  should 
be  passed.  That  being  so,  it  has  caused  me 
very  great  surprise,  I  must  admit,  to  find  that 
those  members  of  the  Council  who  are  so 
strongly  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
have  given  themselves  so  much  trouble  and 
devoted  so  much  time  and  consideration  to 
pot  it  into  the  shape  by  which  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  could  be  carried  out.  With 
regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  may  say  that  I  am 
in  favour  of  it ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel 
bound  to  say  this  Bill  is  not  precisely  on  the 
lines  that  I  should  have  liked  to  see  it.  There 
was,  I  admit,  a  very  grave  objection  raised  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  that  this  measure  is  not 
what  the  country  expected — that  is  to  say,  that 
it  was  mainly  intended  to  provide  land  for  the 
landless.  That,  I  am  convinced,  is  the  kind  of 
mea.sure  which  the  country  did  desire,  and  the 
measure  which  the  country  now  desires.  The 
statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  is  correct : 
tbe  Bill  is  bo  framed  at  present  that  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  cities  cannot  bo  ac- 
qoiied  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill — that  is  to 
say,  land  in  small  axeas,  because  it  is  only  in 
small  areas  that  land  can  be  acquired  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cities.  Yet  by  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  tbe  owner  of  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  city  is  entitled  to  say  to  the  Minis- 
ter, "  Yon  can  go  about  your  business.  I  have 
Ave  hundred  acres  of  land,  but  yon  cannot 
take  it."  This  objection  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  is  altogether  too  ambitions.    The 


vrhole  scheme  is  too  ambitions.  The  amount 
to  be  borrowed  is  too  large ;  and  the  area  o( 
land  to  be  taken  is  also  too  large.  The  Bill,  I 
am  quite  sure,  would  be  found  very  much 
more  advantageous  if  it  had  been  laid  do^ni 
upon  very  much  more  moderate  lines;  and 
if  the  areas  to  be  taken  and  the  areas  to  be 
disposed  of  were  very  much  smaller:  then  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  requirements  of  the 
country  would  have  been  very  much  better 
served.  But  I  am  quite  sure  that  we  shaJI 
before  long  have  to  amend  the  Bill,  so  as 
to  make  provision  for  small  settlement  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  cities.  All  depends  upon 
the  administration  of  the  Act.  The  land  is  to 
be  disposed  of  under  regulations  made  under 
the  Land  Act  of  1892,  and  under  those  regu- 
lations the  area  may  be  large  or  small.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Minister,  in  tbe  adminis- 
tration of  this  Act,  will  BO  frame  the  regula- 
tions as  to  make  provision  for  small  settlement; 
and  there  is  ample  power  for  the  framing  of 
these  regulations.  However,  all  depends  upon 
the  manner  in  which  this  Act  is  administered. 
I  have  no  doubt  that,  when  the  Bill  comes  to 
be  amended,  as,  to  my  mind,  it  will  have  to  be 
next  session,  the  Minister  will  find  that  his 
best  course  is  to  amend  it  in  such  a  way  as 
to  make  provision  for  small  settlement  neat 
the  towns  :  then  I  am  convinced  the  Act  will 
be  found  exceedingly  advantageous.  At  pre- 
sent, even  with  the  very  large  number  of 
amendments  that  have  been  mode  in  the  Bill 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  it  is  still  very 
far  from  being  a  perfect  measure.  In  point  of 
fact,  it  is  an  extremely  incomplete  measure, 
with  all  the  "doctoring"  it  has  received. 
Still,  it  has  been  very  much  improved,  and,  as 
I  have  said,  if  the  Act  is  wisely  administered, 
as  no  doubt  it  will  be,  I  am  convinced  that, 
notwithstanding  its  defects,  it  will  be  found  to 
be  an  advantageous  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN.— Sir,  it  is  inevitable 
that  a  Bill  that  has  been  brought  down  to 
the  Council  from  a  special  Committee  so  com- 
pletely changed  as  this  Bill  has  been  should 
provoke  a  sort  of  second-reading  debate  on 
going  into  Committee.  I  am  very  glad  this 
debate  has  taken  place,  if  only  for  the  op- 
portunity we  have  had  of  listening  to  so  very 
interesting  and  practical  a  speech  as  the  speech 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Ormond  made  just 
now,  and  which  I  think  will  be  very  useful  out- 
side che  walls  of  the  Council.  I  cannot  let  the 
Bill  go  into  Committee  without  taking  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  opinion  as  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  because,  although  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  main  features  of  this  Bill  have 
been  before  the  country  and  will  be  passed, — 
perhaps  in  a  modified  shape,  but  still  passed, — 
it  does  not  follow  that  those  who  disapprove 
of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  should  bo  expected 
silently  to  swallow  that  principle.  Sir,  Ithink 
that  there  is  in  this  Bill  a  principle  which  may 
be  mitigated  in  practice,  but  which  is  morally 
bad ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  distinctly  a 
check  to  colonisation.  Colonisation,  I  repeat, 
is  almost  at  on  end  in  this  country— it  will  be 
killed  outright  by  this  Bill.    I  mean  colonisa- 
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tioti  in  the  sense  in  whioh  we  have  always 
undeistood  it.  I  was  lather  surprised  at  my 
honoarable  friend  Dr.  Grace  suggesting  that  it 
is  a  mere  sentimental  view  which  people  hold 
when  they  believe  their  Crown  grant  confers  an 
absolute  right — that  it  was  only  a  sentimental 
view  which  people  had  when  they  thonght, 
having  settled  on  their  land  and  improved 
it,  through  years  of  toil  and  self-denial  and 
anxiety,  with  the  hope  of  handing  it  down  to 
their  children,  that  it  could  not  be  taken  from 
them  by  a  Minister.  That,  Sir,  is  no  senti- 
mental view,  but  the  view  which  used  to  be 
held  by  all  Kngliahmen  us  to  the  tenure  of  stny 
property  to  whioh  they  were  legally  entitled. 
But  it  has  been  said  or  suggested  that  this 
measure  was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
settle  the  country — to  settle  people  on  the 
land;  that  such  confiscation  as  has  hitherto 
been  known  only  in  countries  ruled  by  despotic 
tyrants  was  the  result  of  all  available  land 
being  occupied  in  this  country'by  monopolists. 
Well,  Sir,  notwithstanding  the  passing  of  this 
Bill,  I  believe  the  compulsory  clauses  will 
scarcely  ever  be  put  in  force.  Apart  from  all 
the  Crown  land  still  unoccupied,  and  the  large 
areas  of  Native  lands  unpurchased  and  now 
lying  waste,  there  is  too  much  privately-owned 
land  being  offered  for  sale  all  over  the  country, 
and  not  only  land  that  is  some  distance  up  the 
country,  but  such  land,  near  to  the  centres 
of  population,  as  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Ormond  spoke  of.  Now,  it  is  very  difScult  to 
speak  of  private  individuals,  and  not  fait  to 
quote  them  without  special  authority,  or  to 
bring  their  private  affairs  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council ;  but  there  is  one  case  which  I  will 
mention  here,  because  the  gentleman  I  speak 
of  has  himself  written  to  the  newspapers  to 
state  the  case.  This  gentleman  is  very  well 
known  in  Canterbury — my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Stevens  will  know  all  about  him  :  I  refer 
to  Mr.  Henry  Gray  —  an  extremely  careful 
man,  and  a  man  whose  word  can  be  taken  as 
sufficient  assurance  for  everything  he  says. 
Well,  this  gentleman,  who,  I  may  say,  is  a 
thorough  judge  of   land,  wrote  to  the  news- 

Eapers  the  other  day  in  Canterbury  stating  that 
e  offered  all  his  land  to  the  Government,  that 
it  was  situated  about  Christchurch,  that  it  was 
good  land,  and  land  in  many  parts  particularly 
well  suited  for  close  settlement  —  and  that  it 
was  offered  at  the  Government  valuation — that 
is,  at  the  price  put  upon  it  by  the  Government 
for  taxation  purposes, — and  the  Government 
^ice  was  lower  than  any  price  whioh  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  suggested  this  afternoon : 
and  yet  it  was  refusedT  And  since  this  land 
was  refused  by  the  Government  he  has  sold  it 
at  a  price  higher  than  the  Government  valua- 
tion— higher  than  the  price  at  which  it  was 
offered  by  him  to  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  whole 
of  the  land? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN Yes;  the  whole  of 

the  land,  which  shows  that  he  did  not  set  an 
exorbitant  price  on  any  part  of  it.  He  wrote 
to  the  papers  to  give  publicity  to  his  state- 
•ment,  and  therefore  I  feel  jastifled  in  quoting 
Eon.  Mr,  Boteen 


this  as  one  instance  among  hundreds  to  show 
that  plenty  of  land  is  available  at  a  icMonable 
price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Did  ha 
sell  the  whole  of  the  land  ? ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— He  sold  the  land 
he  offered.  His  letter  can  be  easily  found ;  I 
have  not  got  it  by  me  at  this  moment.  I  say 
this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  There  is  plenty  of 
land  of  all  kinds  to  be  got  in  the  country  at  a 
very  reasonable  price,  and  at  such  a  price  as 
an^  jury  would  put  upon  it.  There  is  plenty  of 
it  m  every  province  in  the  country,  and  thero- 
fore  I  do  not  believe  that  these  compulsory 
clauses  were  wanted,  and  I  do  not  believe  they 
will  be  put  in  force,  or  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  put  them  in  force.  But  I  do  think  it 
is  advisable  that  every  care  should  be  taken, 
and  every  check  put  on  the  purchase  of  land,  so 
that  only  that  which  is  really  useful  and  bene- 
ficial for  settlement  should  be  bought,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  mistake  made  about  it. 
Wich  that  view,  I  propose  in  Committee  to  sug- 
gest an  amendment  in  section  6.  There  is  now 
a  Court  provided  by  the  Act  for  purchasing,  and 
I  intend  to  propose  a  clause  to  this  effect : — 

"No  land  shall  be  taken  compulsorily  until 
a  description  thereof  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
Council  of  the  county  in  which  such  land  is 
situated,  or,  in  any  county  in  which  '  The  Conn- 
ties  Act,  1886,'  is  suspended,  to  the  Road  Boards 
within  the  said  county,  and  the  said  county  or 
the  majority  of  the  said  Road  Boards  have 
reported  to  the  Governor  on  t>he  suitability  of 
the  land  proposed  to  be  taken.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  County  Council  or  Road  Boards 
(as  the  case  may  be)  to  report  their  opinion 
forthwith." 

I  think,  Sir,  this  would  be  a  very  useful 
check,  and  one  that  the  Qovemment  them- 
selves ought  to  be  glad  to  accept,  because  it 
will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
local  information  about  the  land  in  question 
whioh  may  be  more  valuable  than  what  they 
can  get  from  the  official  Board.  At  any  rate, 
it  will  be  further  light  on  the  subject,  which 
is  not  to  be  despised.  Most  of  the  questions 
left  for  discussion  in  this  Bill  are  Committee 
questions.  I  hope  that  any  reasonable  amend- 
ments will  be  accepted  by  the  Government  in 
the  spirit  in  which  they  arc  offered,  and  that 
there  will  be  a  fair  and  reasonable  discussion 
on  the  clauses  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— With  re- 
gard to  what  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens 
has  said,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  BUI  came 
up,  in  so  far  as  its  machinery  is  concerned,  in  a 
somewhat  imperfect  state.  In  fact.  Sir,  from 
what  I  heard  of  the  discussion  when  it  was 
taking  place  in  the  other  House,  there  was  a 
difficulty  how  to  classify  land  as  first-,  second-, 
and  third-class;  and  when  it  came  before  a 
Select  Committee  of  men  who  had  been  said 
to  be  hostile  to  the  Bill  they  did  their  duty, 
just  as  those  who  were  in  favour  of  it  did  their 
duty,  in  endeavouring  to  make  perfect  that 
whioh  was  not  perfect  before.  I  think  the 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  said  that  the  Minister  in 
ohatge  of  the  BiU  suggested  that  whioh  has 
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been  adopted — namely,  that  a  Board  of  Arbi- 
tnton  tbonld  be  the  Conit  to  decide  as  to  the 
ttute  classes  of  land ;  and,  at  any  rate,  during 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee, very  great  care  and  attention  was  be- 
stowed on  these  points ;  and  also  very  great 
eare  and  judgment  were  used  by  the  Chairman, 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens,  in  develop- 
ing that  idea  of  bringing  the  machinery  into 
laoh  a  shape  that  the  Arbitration  Court  would 
not  only  judge  of  the  value  of  the  Ismd,  but  also 
under  what  class  that  land  should  be  brought, 
I  can  nndeistand  that  it  would  have  been  better 
il  the  Bill  had  been  brought  to  this  Council  in 
amoteperfect  form  ;  but,  Sir,  this  is  a  revising 
Chamber:  in  fact,  the  very  reason  of  its  exist- 
ence is  that  it  is  a  revising  Chamber.  Mem- 
ben  here  are  not  supposed  to  be  swayed  by 
pditical  or  partisan  feeling.  We  simply,  there- 
ion,  in  the  Conunittee,  performed  our  duty, 
and,  I  think,  did  it  well,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens  in  that  Committee  devoted  a  great 
(Isal  of  time  and  attention  and  clear  judgment, 
prompted  by  his  wish  to  make  the  Bill  as 
perfect  as  possible.  I  think  I  am  only  giving 
him  his  due  in  saying  this.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting  what  the  Hon. 
Kr.  Ormond  stated.  He  spoke  of  the  Bill  as 
it  came  down  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
latnie ;  bat  I  only  want  to  speak  of  the  Bill  as 
it  comes  here,  because,  whatever  possible  effect 
it  might  have  had,  whatever  oMcntity  there 
was  in  regard  to  this  policy,  or  whatever  wrong 
this  policy  might  have  committed  in  its  im- 
mature state  as  it  was  brought  down  or  passed 
through  another  place,  I  only  know  the  Bill  as 
it  comes  here.  If  I  go  outside  that  I  go  into 
political  questions  at  once  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  at  all,  because  I  think  we 
should  endeavour  to  have  as  little  expression 
of  political  party  feeling  in  this  Chamber  as 
possible.  That  there  will  be  party  feeling  I 
can  quite  understand,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
a  matter  to  be  deplored  that  there  should  be 
any  expression  of  party  feeling  which  might 
eall  forth  rejoinders,  for,  depend  upon  it,  if  one 
man  is  actuated  by  feeling,  and  expresses  it 
strongly  against  another  man,  that  other  man 
will  have  something  to  say  in  reply.  The  Hon. 
Ur.  Oimond  said  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
had  been  affirmed  at  the  general  elections, 
and  that  therefore  he  would  vote  for  it.  He 
did  not  like  the  principle,  but  it  had  been  af- 
firmed by  the  country.  But  he  went  on  to  ask, 
I*  What  would  have  happened  under  this  BUI 
if  the  Cheviot  Estate  had  been  taken  under  its 
provisions?"  Now,  the  Cheviot  Estate  would 
probably  never  have  been  purchased  under  this 
Bill  at  all.  The  Cheviot  Estate  was  purchased 
becMise  if  it  had  not  been  so  purchased  the 
ravenne  would  have  suffered  very  much.  It 
was  entirely  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue 
o(  the  country  that  it  was  purchased ;  and 
ttten.  Sir,  the  Qovemment,  having  got  it,  nata- 
lity hod  to  make  the  best  of  that  particular 
Uook.  I  do  not  at  all  say  the  Oovemment 
WDoU  have  bought  the  land  under  this  Bill, 
Bat  when  they  got  that  estate,  and  put  men  on 
tt  in  BDall  sections  of  good  agriouftaral  land. 


they  had  to  make  sections  of  larger  area, 
some  partly  good  and  some  not  so  good ;  and 
then  there  were  other  sections  outside  that 
again  that  were  only  fit  for  grazing  purposes, 
that  could  not  be  oultivated  to  advantage,  and 
they  had  to  let  that  in  larger  sections  still. 
And,  when  my  honourable  fnend  Mr.  Ormond 
puts  forth  to  this  colony  without  any  explana- 
tion that  we  have  spent  £821  in  placing  every 
settler  upon  that  land,  what  does  he  mean  ? 
When  you  speak  of  the  cost  of  the  settlers 
placed  upon  the  land,  what  does  it  mean  in 
the  usual  acceptation  of  the  word  ?  That  the 
colony  has  gone  to  this  expense  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Will  my  honour- 
able friend  allow  me  to  say  that  I  used  the 
word  "borrowed" — "borrowed"  to  that  ex- 
tent on  eskoh  individual  settler  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.—No,  Sir;  I 
put  down  the  honourable  gentleman's  words. 
If  he  does  say  he  said  that,  I  must  not  oontinae, 
but  I  was  astonished  to  hear  him  put  it  in  that 
shape,  because  I  do  not  think  it  was  ingenuous ; 
I  think,  in  point  of  fact,  it  was  disingenuous. 
Now,  the  men  have,  after  obtaining  allotments 
under  a  system  of  public  tender  at  auction, 
gone  upon  this  land  at  Cheviot,  said  they  have 
to  pay  so  much  rent  per  annum.  If  they  fulfil 
their  engagements  it  has  cost  the  country  no- 
thing— not  a  shilling.  I  mention  this  because, 
if  it  were  not  put  into  a  very  different  shape 
from  that  which  my  honourable  friend  has  put 
it  in,  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world  that  the  ex- 
pense of  putting  roods  and  bridges,  and  so  forth, 
and  the  expense  of  putting  men  upon  this  land, 
have  cost  the  country  so  much,  and  therefore 
that  it  is  a  failure.  Now,  I  saw  the  return  for 
Fomahoka  ;  we  shall  learn  more  about  that  by- 
and-by,  and  shall  know  by-and-by  something 
more  about  the  assertions  that  were  mode,  and 
about  the  insinuations  that  have  been  thrown 
out  against  Ministers'  characters.  In  the  mean- 
time, from  the  report  that  has  been  placed  on 
the  table,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  an 
unsuccessful  affair.  Now,  a  few  words  more, 
which  I  have  to  say  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Ormond — a  gentleman  who  has  occupied 
high  places  in  the  colony,  and  who  is  deservedly 
listened  to  with  great  attention.  He  did  not 
confine  himself  to  speaking  to  this  Bill,  bat 
he  spoke  about  the  legislation  of  the  country 
— that  is,  of  the  present  Government  —  as 
shaking  confidence.  Well,  the  answer  to  this 
will  be  just  as  short  as  what  he  gave  us.  It  is, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  has  shaken  confidence. 
It  is  only  a  matter  of  opinion  on  his  part,  and 
my  opinion  differs  from  nis  entirely.  And  what 
has  my  honourable  friend  done  with  regard  to 
settlement  for  the  number  of  years  he  was  in 
power  in  this  colony  ?  What  has  he  done  ?  I 
do  not  speak  of  what  he  himself  has  done  upon 
his  own  private  estate,  but  what  has  he  done 
for  the  people  of  the  colony? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— I  have  settled  a 
great  many  more  people  than  you  have. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Then,  what 
we  have  is  this :  My  honourable  friend  makes 
it  a  personal  question.  From  a  personal  point 
of  Tiew,  he  aaks  what  have  I  done?    Well,  pei>. 
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haps  he  is  wrong.  Perhaps  be  is  entirely  wrong. 
I  did  not  acquire  my  property  at  the  extremely 
cheap  rate  he  acquired  hia.  Let  us  be  personal, 
if  you  like  ;  but  he  has  no  right  to  say  that  he 
ha£  done  more  than  I  have.  I  can  compare 
my  pass8bge  through  the  world  with  his;  and, 
though  I  have  not  done  so  well  (or  myself,  I 
have  done  quite  as  well  for  other  people.  I 
was  simply  speaking  of  my  honourable  friend 
as  a  public  man  who  has  held  prominent  posi- 
tions in  this  country  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  comes  here  to-day  and  says  the  Government 
are  not  going  the  right  way  about  the  matter, 
and  that  we  should  acquire  lands  in  the  North 
Island  and  settle  people  upon  it.  Why,  Sir, 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  dreaming,  or  he 
thinks  that  we  must  be.  This  is  the  first 
Government  that  ever  did  anything  towards 
assisting  the  people  to  go  upon  the  lands  of  the 
North  Island.  Sir,  there  is  a  Bill  in  another 
place  that  proposes  to  buy  land  to  the  value  of 
£250,000  in  the  North  Island— bush-land— to 
road  it,  to  assist  settlers  to  go  upon  it,  and  to 
advance  money  to  assist  in  catting  the  timber 
down,  so  that  the  settlers  can  live  during  the 
time  they  are  getting  their  land  under  grass. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  has  been  done. 
This  is  the  first  Government  that  has  sejd  the 
land  shall  not  be  parted  with  for  the  future  in 
large  blocks  to  individuals  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  in  the  past,  as  we  all  know, 
so  that  it  was  characterized  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  in  another  place  not  many  years 
ago  by  saying  that  the  title-deeds  were  smeared 
with  rum  and  blood.  I  remember  that  very 
well.  The  present  Government  is  one  that  is 
objected  to  because  it  is  said  not  to  have  taken 
the  proper  means  of  putting  settlers  on  the  land. 
Sir,  the  desire  is  to  put  men  upon  the  land  upon 
small  holdings  in  places  where  they  can  bene- 
ficially occupy  them ;  to  put  men  upon  larger 
holdings  where  the  land  will  support  them, 
with  their  families ;  and  not  to  buy  land, 
as  the  Hon.  Mt.  Ormond  has  said,  for  sheep- 
runs — to  buy  one  man's  sheep-run  to  put  the 
sheep  of  another  man  upon  it.  The  Bill  is 
different  from  the  BUI  of  last  year,  and  from 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  of  1892,  bat  has 
increased  the  area,  because  the  owner  of  a  pro- 
perty from  which  the  Government  wants  five 
or  ten  thousand  eM^res  may  now  say,  "No, 
take  the  lot";  and,  if  the  Government  be 
obliged  to  take  the  whole  property,  necesseurily 
there  will  be  some  land  in  it  adapted  for  grazing 
only,  and  consequently  they  have  increased 
the  size  of  the  sections  to  meet  that  difficulty. 
Now,  I  can  understand  very  well  that  many 
people  may  think  the  proper  way  to  settle 
people  upon  the  land  is  m  small  sections,  that 
they  could  work  for  the  larger  holders.  That 
might  be  very  well.  It  would  be  the  means  of 
bringing  labour  to  the  doors  of  the  larger  pro- 
perty-holders, and  would  be  very  convenient 
lor  them.  But  what  the  Government  want  to 
see  is  hundreds  or  thousands  of  settlers  upon 
the  land  making  homes  for  themselves — that 
is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  sections  are 
larger — to  make  homes  for  themselves  where 
they  can  bring  up  their  families  aa  independent 
Son.  Mr.  Montgomery 


men,  and  not  mere  bits  of  land  which  tbey 
could  simply  have  habitations  upon,  so  that, 
in  order  to  live,  they  must  go  to  richer  men 
not  far  away  and  ask  for  work.  Sir,  it  is  a 
thoroughly  democratic  measure.  It  is  to  put 
men  upon  land,  so  that  they  can  live  with- 
out having  to  take  off  their  caps  and  beg 
other  people  to  give  them  employment.  I 
have  never  disguised  from  myself  the  fact  that 
this  is  a  measure  I  have  always  wanted;  it 
is  one  to  provide  for  settlement, — not  merely 
one  to  provide  labour  for  those  men  who  are 
holders  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  acres.  My 
honourable  friend  Dr.  Grace,  in  the  vary  kindly 
and  good  spirit  which  always  characterizes  him, 
spoke  of  this  measure  as  being  one  that  was 
against  the  sense  of  the  Council,  but  as  one 
that  tlie  Council  would  pass.  Well,  I  believe 
that  is  BO.  But  does  not  that  show,  when  it 
has  been  passed  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
in  another  place,  after  a  general  election,  that 
this  Council  is  not  in  touch  with  the  people — 
that  the  sentiment  in  this  Council  is  not  in 
touch  with  the  sentiment  of  the  people?  Well, 
Sir,  I  think  it  is  a  wise  thing  on  the  part  of 
honourable  members  who  do  not  like  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  yet  find  the  country  will  have 
it,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  it — to  make 
it  as  perfect  as  we  can.  I  think  that  shows 
wisdom,  and  also  a  commendable  feeling  o& 
their  part  that  I  am  sure  is  the  one  that 
should  characterize  every  man  in  this  House. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  reply  to  my  honourable 
friend  Afr.  Bowen,  who  brought  forward  a  paf- 
ticular  instance.  To  do  that  I  should  have  to 
get  particular  information.  I  have  sent  for  it, 
and  I  should  have  had  it  had  I  been  appiisad 
before  that  the  case  would  be  referred  to.  I 
have  this  information :  "  That  the  Board  re- 
ported it  was  not  suitable  for  settlement."  That 
was  the  reason  it  was  not  purchased ;  but  the 
papers  will  be  in  my  hands  very  shortly.  I  have 
sent  for  them.  I  admit  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Bowen  would  not  pat  forward  a  thing 
he  did  not  believe.  I  know  he  would  not  do 
that,  and  I  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
what  he  said,  and  at  the  time  he  spoke  it  w«t 
in  my  mind  that  he  was  only  speaking  on  one 
side  of  the  question,  as  furnished  to  him.  Mr. 
Henry  Gray  himself  has  very  strong  feeling  in 
the  matter,  and  very  strong  objections  to  Go- 
vernment measures,  and  to  the  Government, 
and  generally  he  likes  to  keep  things  as  they 
are.  I  would  ask  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen's  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  respecting  this  land  of  Mr. 
Gray's.  Mr.  Gray  is  a  very  estimable  inaa,  it 
a  very  strong  partisaa,  and  is  very  strong 
against  the  Government.    He  says, — 

"  I  deliberately  charge  Ministers  with  pur- 
posely abstaining  from  buying,  with  the  ol^ect 
of  having  an  apparent  reason  for  forcible  re- 
sumption." 

I  think  you  can  see  the  strong  party  feeling 
there.  He  offered  17,400  acres  of  land  *t 
£80,000— take  all  or  none.  Now,  this  is  whftt 
the  Surveyor-General  says : — 

"  Mr.  Gray  offered  about  14,700  acres  te 
varioQS  parts  of  Canterbury,  most  of  whieii 
was  near  Wajkaie,  and  pastoral  coontiy;  th« 
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prices  T&ried  fnm  £i  to  £32  ISa.  an  aore,  the 
prieea  being  conditional  on  the  parchase  of  the 
whole.  The  Board  zejeoted  all  but  668  acree, 
«■  not  being  in  districts  where  land  was  wanted, 
or  as  too  high-priced,  or  as  partly  pastoral 
ooantry ;  and  a  special  report  was  made  by 
Kanger  Mussen  on  the  663  acres,  which  showed 
the  land  to  be  suitable,  but  it  was  incumbered 
by  three  years'  lecwes,  which  prevented  the 
Board  recommending.  The  other  blocks  were 
well  known  to  Hanger,  and  did  not  require  in- 
spection.    ToUl  sum  asked  was  over  £80,000." 

The  Board  reports  that  with  the  exception 
of  663  acres  it  is  not  suitable  for  settlement. 
The  Minister  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  beyond 
giving  careful  attention  to  this  report.  When 
my  honourable  friend  knows  this,  he  will  see 
it  was  oat  of  the  power  of  the  Minister  to  buy 
the  whole  land.  I  think,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  hears  the  facts  of  the  case,  he  will 
understand  that  the  information  given  to  him 
was  one-sided  information,  given  by  a  man 
who,  however  estimable  in  his  private  charac- 
ter, is  sach  an  opponent  of  the  Qovemment, 
and  such  a  strong  partisan,  that  he  is  not  a 
person  to  be  relied  upon  in  this  matter ;  and  I 
am  sure  he  will  be  very  careful  about  receiving 
information  from  him  again. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND.— One  word  in  per- 
sonal explanation.  My  honourable  friend  said 
I  had  been  disingenuous  to  the  Council  in  say- 
ing that  each  settler  put  upon  the  land  had 
cost  the  Oovemment  so-and-so.  My  argument 
was  founded  on  the  colony  having  borrowed 
Boney  for  this  purpose  of  settling  the  people 
on  the  land  token  oompulsorily,  and  my  argu- 
ment was  that  every  settler  on  the  Cheviot 
bad  caused  the  country  to  borrow  and  incur 
a  liability  of  £821.  That  was  my  statement, 
quite  clearly,  as  will  be  seen  when  my  speech 
IS  reported.  There  is  nothing  disingenuous  in 
that.  I  also  wish  to  say  that  I  am  sorry  I  was 
tempted  into  making  the  retort  I  did  to  my 
booourable  friend  when  he  was  good  enough  to 
■ay  I  had  never  bad  any  part  in  putting  people 
on  the  land.  He  had  begun  the  personality 
moat  distinctly,  and  I  am  sorry  I  took  part  in 
being  porsoniu  in  such  a  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  under- 
stood to  say, — I  was  speaking  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  simply  as  a  Minister  of  the  Grown, 
Hid  did  not  spe^  of  him  as  an  individual,  and 
after  his  attack  on  the  Government  policy  I 
think  I  was  justified  in  speaking  as  I  did. 

Bill  committed. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That 
tke  Man.  the  Speaker  leave  the  ehair,  in  order 
(kat  the  Council  may  go  into  Committee  on  this 
BO. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG. — Sir,  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  on  this  Bill,  as  I  did  not  speak  on 
the  second  reading,  nnderatanding  that  the 
^Vs^-f  wonld  not  take  place  on  that  occasion, 
bat  on  the  question  of  going  into  Committee. 
The  anestion  was  then  asked  as  to  the  neoeseity 
for  uiis  BiU,  and  I  propose  t*  aaswsc  that 


question  now.  In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  now 
before  us  is  a  consolidation  measure.  In  the 
second  place,  it  has-been  found  desirable  to 
remedy  defects  in  one  or  two  important  clauses 
of  the  main  Act.  The  first  of  these  occurs  in 
the  provision  which  gives  a  half-holiday  every 
week  to  women  and  young  persons.  It  was 
found,  when  the  Act  had  been  in  force  some- 
thing like  eighteen  months,  that  a  few  words 
in  this  provision  entirely  nullified  its  effect, 
and,  such  is  the  irony  of  fate,  that  it  was  left  to 
the  honorary  solicitor  of  the  Wellington  Trades 
Council  to  find  out  that  defect  when  defending 
an  employer  against  a  charge  brought  by  the 
Factories  Inspector.  This,  solicitor  was  Mr. 
J.  W.  Poynton  ;  and  since  that  decision  was 
given  on  the  point  raised  by  him  there  has 
been  in  many  coses  a  systemoticol  evasion 
of  the  low  so  far  as  the  half  -  holiday  is  con- 
cerned. Then,  again,  the  low  has  been  evaded 
to  a  certain  extent  owing  to  the  definition  of 
what  a  factory  is.  In  the  Act  now  in  force 
any  place  employing  more  than  three  persons 
is  held  to  be  a  factory,  but  there  is  no  provi- 
vision  to  meet  the  cose  of  an  estoblishment  kept 
by  one  man,  who  takes  orders  and  distributes 
his  work  to  various  people  who  do  the  work 
at  their  own  residences.  This  point  is  not 
altogether  met  in  the  Bill  before  us,  although' 
it  is  to  some  extent.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  con- 
sider requires  some  attention,  and  I  am  sorry 
it  is  one  so  difficult  to  deal  with  as  completely 
as  I  could  wish.  There  is  a  new  provision  intro- 
duced in  the  Bill  to  deal  with  an  objection- 
able practice  that  has  arisen  in  consequence 
— namely,  what  is  known  as  homo  work.  It 
has  been  found  that  wherever  this  practice 
has  grown  to  any  extent  the  most  objection- 
able results  have  followed.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  fruitful  causes  of  sweating,  for  thQ  reason 
that  the  people  whose  necessities  are  greatest 
are  generally  those  who  take  the  work  home. 
Agoin,  owing  to  this  practice,  it  is  found  that 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases  ore  readily 
transmitted ;  so  much  so  thot  the  London 
County  Council  has  found  it  necessary  to 
strictly  prohibit  home  work  in  their  clothing 
contracts.  In  the  Bill  now  before  us  it  is 
proposed  to  follow  the  law  already  in  force 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  cause 
all  these  tenement-made  goods  to  be  labelled. 
I  should  have  preferred  to  have  seen  the  Bill 
go  a  little  further  in  that  direction,  and 
I  think  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
prohibited  home  work  altogether.  I  om  quite 
aware  that  at  this  time  last  year  I  did  suggest 
that  this  provision  of  labelling  should  be 
adopted;  but  since  then,  hoving  read  of  the 
evils  resulting, — porticulorly  how,  in  the  slums 
of  London,  this  clothing  material  is  used  by 
the  people  for  bedding  and  to  keep  themselves 
warm,  and  all  the  diseases  that  have  followed 
from  the  practice, — I  should  have  preferred  to 
have  seen  a  provision  to  this  effect — namely, 
that  all  clothing  made  for  sale  should  be  made 
only  in  a  registered  fcMstory.  I  had  some  in- 
tention of  moving  a  provision  to  this  efieet, 
bnt  I  have  decided,  on  thinking  it  over,  to  leave 
1  it  to  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
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oonsidei  whetfaet  it  is  desirable  to  take  this 
course  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Let  ua  get 
into  Committee,  and  we  shall  see. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG.— I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  me  to 
speak  or  not,  but  I  have  a  very  few  more  words 
to  say,  and,  with  his  permission,  I  will  say 
them.  In  the  Bill  as  it  came  down  there  is  a 
provision — and  I  believe  it  is  also  in  the  Act — 
that  girls  employed  in  type-setting  may  be 
allowed  two  holidays  other  than  the  Queen's 
Birthday  and  Easter  Monday.  I  do  not  know 
why  that  was  pat  in  the  Act  at  all;  for  the 
reason  that  on  every  newspaper  there  is  a  fixed 
staff,  and  whenever  it  is  thought  desirable  to 
bring  out  the  newspaper  it  is  necessary  that 
the  whole  stafi  should  be  present,  and  I  cannot 
see  how  it  is  possible  in  such  oases  to  give  the 
girls,  who,  I  understand,  are  employed  in  some 
numbers  on  some  papers  inlN^ew  Zealand,  holi- 
days other  than  those  mentioned.  It  would  be 
just  as  inconvenient  to  employers  as  on  the 
days  named  in  the  Act.  I  trust  the  Bill  will 
pass  in  something  like  the  shape  in  which  it 
has  come  from  the  Labour  Bills  Committee, 
and  then  I  feel  satisfied  that,  so  far  as  factory 
.  legislation  is  concerned,  it  is  not  likely  that  we 
shall  be  troubled  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  think  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
goods  should  be  manufactured  in  factories  only 
will  act  very  arbitrarily  and  cruelly.  There  are 
in  this  colony  many  women  who  have  to  take 
home  work,  and  at  the  same  time  to  look  after 
their  families ;  and,  if  we  compelled  them  to 
go  to  factories, to  work,  what  would  become  of 
their  children  ?  Who  would  look  after  them 
and  send  them  to  school  ?  I  think  it  would  be 
a  very  cruel  provision,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  more  privileges  and  concessions  that  are 
given  to  a  certun  class  the  more  they  want ; 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  think  my 
honourable  friend  ought  to  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  without  trying  to 
stufE  anything  more  into  it,  thereby  bringing 
about  unnecessary  cruelty. 

Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  64. — Persons  entitled  to  half-holiday. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB  moved,  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,  *'  That 
the  clause  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  7. 
Bolt  Jennings  Bigg 

Feldwick  Kerr  Swanson. 

Jenkinson 

KoES,  16. 
Acland  Kelly  Beynolda 

Bamiooat  MaoGregor        Biohardson 

Bonar  Montgomery      Stevens 

Bowen  Ormond  Walker,  L. 

Buckley  Fharazyn  Whitmore. 

Dignan 

Majority  against,  9. 
B(m.  Mr.  Bigg 


Clause  struck  out. 
Bill  reported,  wiUi  amendments. 
The    Council    adjourned    at    twenty-seTen 
minutes  to  eleven  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   BEPBESBNTATIVB8. 
Wednesday,  g6th  September,  1894. 

Fint  Beadlngs— Oovemment  Advances  to  B«tUen 
BiU. 


Mr.  Spraebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pn^YEBS. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  Hospitals  and  Chari- 
table Aid  BUI. 

GOVEBNMBNT    ADVANCES    TO 
SETTLEBS  BILL. 

m  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  89. — Colonial  Treasurer  may  raise 
sums  by  land-bonds. 

Mr.  O.  W.  BUSSELL  moved  to  leave  out  all 
the  words  after  "  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to,"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting instead  the  words  "  agree  with  any 
person  entitled  to  receive  money  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  for  the  issue  to  such  per- 
sons of  debentures  bearing  four  per  centum  pet 
annum  in  such  sums  as  may  be  agreed  upon." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  34. 
Buddo  Houston  Parata 

Buiok  Hutohison,  W.  Pinkerton 

Carnoross  Joyce  Pirani 

Camell  Mackintosh       Beeves 

Carroll  McOowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan  MoKenzie,  J.     Stevens 

Flatman  MoKenzie,  B.    Steward 

Graham  McLaohlan        Vfaxd. 

Hall  McNab 

Hall-Jones         Meredith  Telltn. 

Harris  Morrison  Lawry 

Hogg  O'Began  Mills. 


AUen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Collins 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Green 

Hutohison,  G. 

KeUy,  J.  W. 


KoES,  25. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
Mitohelson 
Newman 
Bussell,  W.  B. 
Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Stout 
Tanner 
Te  Ao 

Thompson 
WUson. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Bussell,  a.  W. 


Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman.  Dnthie. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Amendment  negatived. 
ClaoM  agreed  to. 
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Patrt  IV. — AdTancea  on  mortgages. 

Claoaa  41,  safaaection  (8).  —  "No  advanoe 
•hall  be  granted  for  a  sum  of  less  than  fifty 
or  mora  than  five  thousand  pounds,  and  every 
•dranee  shall  be  for  fifty  pounds  or  a  multiple 
of  fifty  pocnds." 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  five,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  one  " 
in  lien  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
pMt  of  the  snljsection." 


Bell 

Baddo 

Batten 

Oatnell 

Cuxoll 

CoUins 

Gcowther 

Dnncan 

VlMXmaa 

HaU 

Hanis 


ly.W. 


Axes,  36. 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 


Baohaman 
Bniek 
C«merow 
Dothie 

Eamsfaaw 


Qnliaai 
Oiocii 


McGowam 
McKenzie,  J. 
HcKenzie,  B. 
MoZjaohlan 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Began 
Pinkerton 

KoES,  26. 
HaU-Jones 
Heke 
Houston 
Hutchison,  O. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McOnire 
MoNab 


Pirani 
Beeves 

Bussell,  a.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Ward 

waiis. 

TeUtra. 
Joyce 
Mills. 


Meredith 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

Saunders 

Stout 

Tanner 

Wilson. 

TeOen. 
Smith,  O.  J. 
Thompson. 


For. 
Cadman 
UUlar 
Pere. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Mitohelson 
Bntton 
TeAo. 


Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing, as  subclause  (4) :  "  Kot  more  than  five 
flioosand  pounds  shall  be  advanced  to  any  one 
boczower." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mz.  O.  W.  BUSSEXIi  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  added  to  the  clause :  "  Appli- 
cations  for  loans  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
pounds  shall  have  priority  over  applications  for 
UNCger  soms." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  O.  SMITH  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso :  "  Provided,  further,  that  no 
■B^ication  for  sums  over  one  thousand  pounds 
uall  be  granted  untU  the  expiration  of  one 
month  frran  the  date  of  the  application  being 
zveeiTed." 

Tba  Coimttittee  divided. 


B«U 

0iiclsuian 

Baddo 

BaUk 


Ayx8,3: 
Dathie 
Eamshaw 
Frasei 
Gieen 


Hall-Jones 
Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 
lAng 


Maslin 
Massey 
MoNab 
Newman 


BoBsell,  W.  B.         Tellers. 


Stout 
Wilson. 


Allen 
Smith,  a.  J. 


Beeves 

Bussell,  O.  W. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Ward 

WilUs. 

Tellers. 
Harris 
MoGowan. 


Noes,  42. 
Oamcross  Lamach 

Oamell  Lawry 

Carroll  Mackenzie,  T 

Collins  Mackintosh 

Crowther  McOuire 

Duncan  McKenzie,  J. 

Platman  McLachlan 

GnAam  Meredith 

Hall  MiUs 

Hogg  Mon^;omery 

Houston  Morrison 

Hutchison,  W.  Parata 
Joyce  Pinkerton 

KeUy,J.W.       Pirani 
KeUy,  W. 

Paibb. 
For.  Against. 

Button  Millar 

Mitchelson  Cadman 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  21. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  the  following  addition : 
"  Provided  always  that  all  applications  for  loans, 
within  a  period  of  fourteen  days  shall  be  deemed 
simultaneous  applications." 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  THOMPSON   moved   the  foUoviing, 
addition :  "  Provided  also  that  not  more  than 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds  shall  be  lent  in 
one  electorate  antU  all  applications  from  other 
electorates  are  considered  by  the  Board." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Green 

Heke 

Houston 

Lang 

Baddo 

Boick 

Camcross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

HaU 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 


Ayes,  16. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Stout 

Massey 

Wilson. 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

McKenzie,  B. 

Newman 

Bussell,  W.  B 

Thompson. 

Noes,  42. 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Lawry 

Bussell,  Q.  W 

Mackintosh 

Saunders 

Maslin 

Seddon 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

MoLaohlan 

Stevens 

McNab 

Steward 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Mills 

Ward 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Parata 

TeUera. 

Pinkerton 

Morrison 

Pirani 

O'Began. 

Paibs. 


For. 
Buohanan 
Button 
Hutohiaon,  G. 


Against. 
Millar 

Hutchison,  W. 
Lamaoh 
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Hitohelson  Gasman 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  27. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  O.  3.  SMITH  moved  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  clause,  the  words  "  All  moneys  advanced 
tmder  this  Act  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  various  provincial  dis- 
tricts proportionate  to  the  population  of  such 
districts." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 
Bamshaw 
Eeke 
-Hassey 

Buddo 

Buick 

Camell 

OarroU 

Collins 

Ciowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Qraham 

Hall-Jones 

Hams 

Houston 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 


Ates,  9. 
Mitohelson 
Newman 
Kussell,  W.  B. 

Noes,  41. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Mfiwlin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  3. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
O'Began 


TetttTB. 
Smith,  a.  3. 
Stout. 


Parata 

Pinkerton 

Eus'sell,  a.  W. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E. 

Stevens 

Taimer 

Thompson 

Ward 

WillU. 

T»U«rt. 
Hogg 
Morrison. 


,  M. 


For. 
Bell 
Button 
Dnthie 
Qreen 

Hutchison,  G. 
Lang 
McGuire 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 


Againit. 
Millar 

Hutchison,  W. 
Cadman 
Camcross 
Lamach 
Steward 
Beeves 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Majority  against,  82. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  12.  —  Conditions  subject  to  which 
advances  will  be  made. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  strike  out  "  two- 
thirds,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  one-haJf," 
as  the  limit  to  which  advances  could  be  made. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  two-thirds,'  proposed  to  be 
omitted,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Buddo 

Camell 

OarroU 

Collins 

Crowther 

Flatmaa 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 


Atbs,  82. 

Kelly,  W. 

Newman 

Xiawry 

Parata 

Maclantosh 

Pinkerton 

Maslin 

Bussell,  a.  W 

McOowan 

Seddon 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

McKenzie,  B. 

Ward 

McLachlan 

WilUs. 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Mills 

Dnnoan 

MorriBon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Allen 

Buick 

Eamshaw 

Oraham 

Heke 

Houston 


NoM,  19. 
Massey 
McNab 
Mitohelson 
Montgomery 
O'Began 


Smith,  a.  J. 

Stout 

Tanner. 

Tellsrs. 


Kelly,  J.  W.      Saunders 


Bussell,  W.  B.  Buchanan 


.For. 
Cadman 
Camcross 
Hutchison,  W. 
Latnach 
Millar 
Pere 
Piiani 
Beeves 
Steward. 


Paibs. 


Thompson. 

Against. 
Duthie 
Green 
Button 

Hutchison,  O. 
BeU 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
MoOuize 
Lang. 


Majority  against,  13. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of  sob- 
section  (1),  the  following  words  :  "  if  it  oonaisti 
of  rural  Ismd,  or  one-half  if  it  consists  of  vAta 
or  suburban  land  ;  and  the  class  of  land  ahall, 
in  each  instance,  be  determined  by  the  Board." 

The  Committee  divided. 


AUen 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Camell 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Eamshaw 

Heke 

Massey 


Ate8,  ii. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mackintosh 

Maslin 

MoQowim 

McKenzie,  J. 

McKenzie,  B. 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Meredith 

Mills 

Mitohelson 

Montgomery 

Noes,  8. 
O'Began 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Thompson. 


Morrison 

Newman 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

Saundeta 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Ward 

WUIis. 

TeUer*. 
Collins 
Bussell,  a.  W. 

TelUn. 
Houston 
Stoat. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

Camcross  Green 

Hutchison,  W.  Button 

Lamach  Hotohiaon,  O. 

Millar  IBell 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Wilson 

Beeves  McGuire 

Steward.  Lang. 

Majority  for,  36. 
Words  added. 
Subsection  (3). 

Mr.  MASLIN  moved.  That  the  words  "  the 
lessee's  interest  in  the  lease  "  be  stmek  ort, 
with  a  view  to  inserting  the  following  woidi: 
"permanent  improvements  made  on  the  lanAt" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.}     GovoTonrnt  Advances  to,    [HOUSE.] 


Settlers  Bill. 

Paibs 

For. 

AgaiTitt. 

Oadman 

Dathie 

Oamcross 

Oreen 

Flatman 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Hooston 

McQaire 

Hatohison,  W. 

Button 

Lomach 

Hutohison,  G. 

Mnnkintosh 

NewTTiftti 

Millar 

Bell 

Pero 

TeAo 

Pirani 

Wilson 

Beeves 

BusseU,  W.  B. 

Slewaid. 

Lawry. 

301 


the    question, 
be  struck  oat 


The  Oommittee  divided  on 
'*That  the  words  proposed  to 
dknd  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayh,  84. 

Allan  Hogg  Parata 

Baohanan  Joyce  Pinkerton 

Boddo  Kelly,  W.  Seddon 

CameU  Lawiy  Smith,  E.  M. 

CanoU  MaokenEie,  T.  Stevens 

Qnwthei  Uassey  Stout 

Duncan  MoQowan  Ward 

Flatman  McKenzie,  J.  Willis. 

Piaser  McKenzie,  B. 

Gtabam  Meredith  TtlUn. 

Haois  Mitchelson  MoLaohlan 

Heke  Morrison  Mills. 

Noes,  10. 

MoNab  Tfllarg 

Mo^ntgomeiy  Maslln 

BuBsell,  Q.  W. 


Bnidc 
Collins 
Hall-Jones 
KeUy,  J.  W, 


O'Regan 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

n»Hm^n  Dnthie 

Camcrou  Green 

Flatman  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Houston  MoGuire 

Hutchison,  W.  Button 

Lamach  Hutohison,  G. 

Mackintosh  Newman 

MiUar  Bell 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Krani  Wilson 

Beeves  Bnssell,  W.  B. 

Steward.  Ijang. 

Majority  for,  24. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Qaoie  43.  —  Provisions    relating   to   moit- 

Snbsection  (2.)—"  The  term  of  the  loan  shall 
be  tbiity-Etx  and  one-hail  years." 

Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSEIiL  moved.  That  the  words 
"thirty-six  and  one-half  years  "  be  struck  oat, 
with  a  view  to  inserting  the  words  "  not  more 
than  ten  years." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  jnoposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  subsection." 

Ayes,  39. 
Allen  Heke  Mitchelson 

Bnehaoan  Hogg  Montgomery 

Bnddo  Kelly,  W.  Morrison 

Bnick  Lawry  Parata 

CameU  Mackenzie,  T.   Pinkerton 

CanoU  Haslin  Seddon 

CoUins  Massey  Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowthei  UcGowan  Stevens 

I>unean  McKenzie,  3.     Ward 

Fiaser  McKenzie.  B.   Willis. 

Otaham  McLiaohlan  Tellert. 

Hall  McNab  Joyce 

Han-Jones        Meredith  Mills. 

Haois 

Noes,  4. 
a„;ih  r   I  Tellers. 

K"'  ®-  O'Bogan 

'*'*^*-  BusseU,  G.  W. 


Majority  for,  85. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WABD  moved,  That  the  following  be- 
added  to  subclause  (2) : — 

"  Provided  that  in  the  covenants  implied  in 
mortgages  of  land  registered  under  '  The  Deeds 
Begistration  Act,  1868,'  that  Act  shall  be  read 
in  Ueu  of  *  The  Land  Transfer  Act,  1885,'  when- 
ever the  last-mentioned  Act  occurs." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WABD  moved.  That  the  following  be 
added  as' a  new  subclause : — 

"  Every  mortgage  docket  of  land  registered 
under  '  The  Deeds  Registration  Act,  1868,'  shall, 
for  oU  purposes  whatsoever,  be  deemed  to  be  a 
deed  or  instrument  within  the  meaning  of  that 
Aot,  and  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  land  by  way 
of  mortgage  within  the  meaning  of  '  The  Pro- 
perty Law  ConsoUdation  Act,  1883,'  and  may  be 
registered  under  the  former  Act  accordingly,, 
the  Superintendent  being  the  mortgagee  and 
the  person  signing  the  docket  being  the  mort- 
gagor, of  the  land  therein  mentioned." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Subsection  (9). — "The  form  of  mortgage  in 
the  Third  Schedule  of  this  Act  (hereinafter 
called  ■  the  mortgage  docket ')  shall  be  used." 

Mr.  WABD  moved.  That  these  words  be  struck 
out,  and  the  following  inserted  in  lieu  thereof : — 

"  (9.)  The  respective  forms  of  mortgage  in  the 
first  and  second  parts  of  the  Third  Schedule  to 
this  Act  (hereinafter  called  '  the  mortgage 
docket ')  shall  be  used  for  mortgages  of  land 
held  under  ■  The  Land  Transfer  Act,  1886,'  and 
land  registered  under  '  The  Deeds  Begistration 
Act,  1868,'  respectively." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  SO. — Form  of  land-bond. 

Subsection  (3). — "  Shall  have  the  same  cur- 
rency as  the  mortgage  for  the  purposes  of 
which  it  wM  issued." 

Mr.  BELL  moved.  That  these  words  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ansa,  80. 
Buddo  Harris  McKenzie,  J. 

Buick  Hogg  McKenzie,  B. 

CameU  KeUy,  W.  MoLaohlan 

Carroll  Lawry  McNab 

Duncan  Mackenzie,  T.   Meredith 

Hall  Maslin  MiUs 

Hall-Jones         McGowan  Morrison 
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Fazata 

Piokerton 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  H. 

Allen 
Bachanan 
Eamshaw 
Frasei 


Stevens 

Ward 

Willig. 

Nobs,  10. 

Massey 
Mitchelaon 
Montgomery 
Stout 

Paibs. 


TeUtn. 
GollinB 
Graham. 


Tellen. 
Ruasell,  Q.  W. 
Smith,  O.  J. 


For.  Agaiiut. 

Oadman  Duthie 

Camorosa  Green 

Platman  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Honston  MoGoire 

Hutchison,  W.  Button 

Joyce  Heke 

Lamach  Hutchison,  G. 

Mackintosh  Kewman 

Millar  Bell 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Wilson 

Reeves  Russell,  W.  R. 

Steward.  Lang. 

Majority,  for,  20. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  51. — Land-bonds  to  be  Government 
securities. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  the  following  proviso : 
*■  Provided  that  no  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Government  Insurance  Department  or  Public 
Trust  Office  shall  be  invested  in  land-bonds  or 
debentures  under  this  Act." 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  14. 
Allen  Hall-Jones         Montgomery 

Buick  Mackenzie,  T.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw  Massey  Tellars. 

Fraser  MoNab  Buchanan 

Graham  Mitohelson         Stout. 

Nobs,  26. 
Bnddo  Maslin 

Camell  McQowan 

Carroll  MoKenzie,  J. 

Collins  McKenzie,  R. 

Duncan  McLachlan 

Hall  Meredith 

Harris  Mills 

Kelly,  W.  Morrison 

Lawry  O'Began 

Paibs. 


Parata 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Ward 

WillU. 

Telleri. 
Hogg 
Smith,  E.  M. 


For. 
Bell 
Button 
Duthie 
Green 
Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
MoGuire 
Newman 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Against. 
Millar 

Hutchison,  W. 
Cadman 
Camcross 
Joyce 
Lamach 
Flatman 
Steward 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
Reeves 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  78. — Bsmkruptcy  Act  not  to  apply. 
The   Committee  divided    on   the    questi<Mi, 
■  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Majority  against,  12. 


Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Graham 

Harris 

Hogg 

Lawry 

McGowan 

Allen 
Buick 
Eraser 
Hall 


Aybs,  21. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLaohlan 
Meredith 
Mills 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 
RnsseU,  G.  W. 


Seddon 
Smith,  B.  M. 
Stevens 
Ward 
WUlis. 

TeUer*. 
Montgomery 
Morrison. 


Nobs,  11. 

Hall-Jones  Stout. 
Maslin  Tellers. 

McNab  Eamshavr 

Mitohelson  Smith,  O.  J. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

Camcross  Green 

Duncan  Buchanan 

Flatman  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Houston  McQuire 

Hutchison,  W.  Button 

Joyce  Heke 

Kelly,  W.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Lamach  Hutchison,  Q. 

Mackintosh  Newman 

Millar  BeU 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Wilson 

Reeves  Russell,  W.  B. 

Steward.  Lang. 

Majority  for,  13. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

New  clause  11. — <*  The  Governor  in  Council 
may  also,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such 
Valuers,  not  being  members  of  the  stafi,  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  business  aforesaid, 
and  they  shall  be  paid  such  remuneration  as 
may  be  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly." 
Agreed  to. 

New  clause  71. — **  Every  person  employed  in 
the  business  of  the  Advemoes  to  Settlers  Office 
who  directly  or  indirectly  takes  any  fee  or  re- 
ward from  any  applicant  for  a  loan  under  this 
Act  shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  be 
liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour." 

Agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 


8.0. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 
Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH,  with  the  permission  ot 
the  House,  desired  to  make  a  few  remadn, 
and  he  trusted  anything  he  might  say  would 
he  oonsidered  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  speaking  on  a  private  matter 
or  on  the  public  business  of  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  House. 
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Mr.    a.    J.    SMITH   thought  the  matter 
affected  the  oondaot  of  pnblio  businegs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  if  the  hononrable 
gentleman  spoke  to  pablio  business  that  was 
one  thing,  but  a  private  matter  had  better  be 
dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  persons^  explanation. 
Mr.  6.  J.  SMITH  thought  the  House  would 
grant  him  the  necessary  permission,  seeing  it 
affected  him  personally. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  might  lead  to 
unnecessary  debate. 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  said  that  at  the  time  of 
the  election  he  was  returned  against  the 
wishes  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Ministry, 
and  since  then,  on  various  occasions,  he  had 
fcnmd  it  very  difficult  to  get  information  on 
pablic  subjects  from  several  members  of  the 
Ministry.  The  last  thing  he  had  to  complain 
of  had  occurred  the  other  day,  when  a  meet- 
ing  of  the  Liberal  party  was  held  of  which  he 
did  not  receive  any  notice,  and,  as  his  exclusion 
had  been  notified  throughout  the  colony,  he 
wished  to  place  his  position  before  the  House, 
his  csonstituents,  and  the  colony  generally. 
He  had  written  to  Mr.  Mills,  the  senior  Whip, 
as  follows : — 

•*  35th  September,  1894. 

"Deab  Mb.  IStus, — I  understand  there  is 
to  be  held  to-day  a  caucus  of  the  Liberal  party, 
and  that  cards  have  been  issued  for  same.  As 
I  have  not  received  a  card,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
know,  at  your  early  convenience,  whether  this  is 
an  oversight,  or  intentional.  —  Yours  sincerely, 
"Oeobob  3.  Smith. 

"C.  H.  Mills,  Esq.,  M.H.B." 

Later  on  he  saw  Mr.  Mills,  and  received  from 
him  a  verbal  answer;  but,  in  case  of  mis. 
understanding,  he  wrote  to  him  again,  as  fol. 
lows: — 

"  35th  September,  1894. 

"  Deab  Mb.  Mills, — Bef  erring  to  our  conver- 
sation of  to-day,  I  shall  be  glad  if  yon  will 
favDor  me  with  a  vrritten  reply  to  my  letter  of 
this  morning,  so  that  there  may  not  be  any 
misunderstanding  on  the  matter  referred  to. — 
Yours  very  truly,  "  Qeoboe  3.  Smith. 

"C.  H.  Mills,  Esq.,  M.H.B." 

To  that  communication  he  received  a  reply 
as  foUowB : — 

"  Wellington,  25th  September,  1894. 

"  Dkab  Mb.  Smith, — Your  note  of  this  date 
to  hand,  asking  if  it  was  an  oversight,  or  if 
it  was  intentional,  not  sending  you  an  invi- 
tation to  the  eaucns  meeting  of  the  Liberal 
pMty  held  to-day.  In  reply,  I  regret  to  say 
it  was  not  an  oversight,  as  your  actions  and 
attjtndn  to  the  Government  daring  the  session 
baTe  been  sach,  we  could  not  think  you  wished 
to  be  recognised  as  one  of  the  true  Liberal 
party. — ^Yours  truly, 

"  C.  H.  Mills  (for  Whips). 

>•  Geacge  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.H.B." 

Now,  in  connection  with  that  letter,  he 
HMTcly  wished  to  say  that  the  only  Qovem- 
inent  policy  Bill  which  he  had  not  supported 
had  Men  the  Consols  Bill.  He  had  voted  for 
th«  seoond  reading  of  every  policy  measure 
with  that  exception,  but  he  had  had  certain  ob- 


jections to  that  Bill  as  brought  down,  the  nature 
of  which  he  had  specified.  Where  the  friotion 
first  started  was  in  reference  to  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill.  He  supported  the  principle 
of   that  Bill,  but   differed    from   the  tenure 

fiven  under  it.  Since  then  opportunities  had 
een  taken  on  certain  occasions  with  the  in- 
tention of  damaging  him  in  his  constituency, 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  that,  while  he  pro- 
fessed to  come  to  the  House  as  a  Liberal,  he 
had  really  come  as  a  Conservative,  if  such  terms 
were  applioable  to  parties  in  New  Zealand.  He 
wished  to  place  on  record  that  it  had  been 
stated  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Ministry 
to  force  a  few  of  their  supporters  over  to  the 
Opposition  benches— that  they  would  be  very 
glad  if  they  went  over.  That  was  the  position 
Ministers  were  taking  up,  and  not  only  that, 
but  they  would  be  very  glad  if  some  of  the 
troublesome  members,  who  declined  to  be  go- 
verned by  a  domineering  autocracy,  would  go 
over.  He  supposed  he  could  take  the  Minister 
of  Lands  as  a  member  of  the  Liberal  party,  but 
all  he  could  say  was  that,  if  the  members  of 
the  Liberal  party  could  not  show  more  cour- 
tesy than  that  honourable  gentleman,  he  was 
sorry  for  them. 

Mr.  SFEAKBB  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  now  reflecting  on  other  members  of  the 
House,  and  he  should  confine  himself  to  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  and  not  go  beyond  the  fair 
bounds  of  such  explanation. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said,  unfortunately,  the 
forms  of  the  House  would  not  allow  him  to  refer 
to  a  previous  debate,  but  when  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands  made  use  of  the  expres- 
sion towards  him  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
which  he  did 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  time  to  refer  to  any- 
thing said  in  a  debate  was  when  the  occur- 
rence took  place,  and  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH  said  he  was  not  refer- 
ring to  it ;  he  recognised  that  the  forms  of  the 
House  precluded  him  from  so  doing.  He  would 
suppose  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Liberal  party,  and  cEune  to  that 
House  a  Liberal,  but  he  could  not  see  that  his 
action  was  in  consonance  with  his  professions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  exceeding  the  limit  allowed  for  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  and  he  must  request  him 
to  confine  himself  to  a  personal  explanation, 
and  not,  by  reflecting  upon  other  members, 
introduce  matter  tending  to  create  an  irregular 
debate. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  he  would  abide  by 
the  rules  of  the  House ;  but  he  only  wished  to 
place  on  record  that  he  himself  had  been  sub- 
jected to  certain  things  which,  unfortunately, 
by  the  forms  of  the  House,  he  could  not  refer 
to.  He  wished  to  say,  however,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  party,  and  also  to  the 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that 
he  believed  that  they  had  the  kindest  feelings 
towards  him.  While  he  had  come  there  to 
support  the  Liberal  party,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  sink  his  own  individuality  in  any  way :  and, 
if  honourable  gentlemen  who  from  time  to  time 
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allowed  a  certain  independence  were  not  care- 
fol  they  would  also  be  treated  as  he  had  been. 
He  had  nothing  more  to  say.  He  thanked  the 
House  very  sincerely  for  listening  to  his  ex- 
planation, and  he  trusted  that,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  would  even  outlive  the  ill-will 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  did  not  know  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  as  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  Ho  did  not  insult  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
was,  he  did  not  speak  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, either  in  the  lobby  or  in  the  House,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  that  was 
discourtesy  he  could  not  help  it,  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  generally  p^sed  him 
and  gave  him  the  cold  shoulder,  and  he  was 
certainly  not  going  to  run  after  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  any  occasion.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
further  than  that.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  speak  to  him  when  the  Speaker  was 
not  present  be  would,  he  thought,  be  able  to 
explain  matters  to  him.  So  far  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  concerned,  and  as  to  his 
being  a  member  of  the  Liberal  party,  he  for  one 
had  never  looked  upon  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  being  a  member  of  the  Liberal  party. 
Ho  never  thought  he  was  one.  The  first  time 
he  knew  the  honourable  member  claimed  to  be 
a  Liberal  was  that  night. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  it  was  very  unfair  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands  to  say  that  an  honour- 
able member  was  not  a  member  of  the  Liberal 
party  ;  and  he  was  glad  to  think 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  never  looked  upon 
him  as  such. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  well,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  vision  had  been  very  short:  that 
was  all  he  could  say.  The  hononrable  member, 
as  Minister,  ought  particularly  to  have  read 
the  honourable  member's  opinions  before  com- 
ing to  any  conclusion ;  and  he  would  undertake 
to  say  that,  so  far  as  Liberalism  was  concerned, 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City 
was  a  Badical,  and  went  far  beyond  many 
Liberals,  and  probably  further  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself.  He  could  not  refer  to 
what  had  taken  place  in  Committee,  and  was 
sorry  the  forms  of  the  House  prevented  it. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  would  just  like  to  say, 
in  respect  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Christohurch  City,  that  he  had  known  him  for 
many  years,  and  had  always  known  him  as 
a  gentleman  of  extremely  Badical  views,  and 
when  he  learned  that  the  honourable  member 
was  coming  to  that  House  he  was  pleased  to 
think  they  would  have  among  them  a  gentle- 
man who  was  as  good  a  Liberal  as  any  member 
of  the  Liberal  party.  Since  that  time  nothing 
had  occurred  to  cause  him  to  alter  that 
opinion. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said,  as  Mr.  G.  3.  Smith  was 
his  colleague,  and  as  he  held  views  upon  some 
questions  differing  much  from  that  gentleman's, 
he  would  like  to  say  that  he  had  known  Mr. 
Smith  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  had  known 
him  to  be  a  Liberal.  He  knew  Mr.  Smith  to 
be  a  Liberal  of  pronounced  Liberal  views.  He 
Mr.  a.  J.  Smith 


himself  regarded  Mr.  Smith  as  a  Liberal — in 
fact,  politically  speaking,  as  a  Badical.  As  lit. 
Smith's  colleague,  and  holding  in  many  respects 
views  radically  opposed  to  those  of  the  honouz- 
aUe  gentleman,  ne  was  bound  to  say  that  ha 
exceedingly  regretted  that  any  friction  should 
have  occurred  between  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  any  one  in  that  House.  Mr.  Smitb 
hod  been  uniformly  courteous  to  him  in  spite 
of  some  differences  of  opinion,  and  he  hoped 
that  courtesy  which  he  had  always  extended  to 
others  would  be  extended  to  the  hononzable 
member  himself.  He  was  exceedingly  sony 
that  any  friction  of  that  kind  should  have  oo- 
ourred  ;  and,  if  the  result  of  the  statement  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  made  would  be  to 
heal  any  breach  which  hod  been  made  ha 
would  be  glad,  and  if  it  could  plaoe  him  in  the 
position  which  he  ought  to  occupy  before  the 
House  and  the  country — and  particularly  before 
his  constituents — he  would  be  very  glad  that 
Mr.  Smith  hod  made  the  statement.  He 
thought  the  Minister  of  Lands — whom  he  had 
invariably  found  as  courteous  as  Mr.  Smith — 
had  failed  to  understand  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  really  thought,  if  the  two  honoor- 
able  gentlemen  could  be  brought  face  to  face, 
or  if  Mr.  Smith  would  see  the  Minister,  as  the 
Minister  had  suggested,  and  have  five  minutes' 
conversation  with  him,  they  would  settle  tiie 
whole  business,  and  become  as  great  friends 
as  they  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  BUSSELL,  speaking  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Liberal  party,  thought  a  very  much 
larger  question  was  involved  than  simply  the 
position  of  one  member  of  that  party.  Had 
the  leaders  of  a  party  the  right  to  say  whether 
a  member  should  or  should  not  be  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  party  7  It  seemed  to  him  that 
that  was  the  question  that  underlay  the  matter. 
For  his  part,  he  could  only  say  that,  while  he 
was  a  loyal  Liberal,  he  would  never  place  him- 
self in  the  position  of  being  expected  entirely 
to  subordinate  every  opinion  he  held.  While 
he  supported  the  general  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  shonld  always  reserve  to  himseU  the 
right  to  criticize  details,  and,  where  he  thought 
proper,  to  vote  against  any  measure  that  came 
up.  He  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  the 
time  should  come  that,  because  he  chose  to  take 
up  that  position,  he  should  no  longer  be  re- 
garded as  a  member  of  the  Liberal  party.  He 
thought  that,  unless  some  important  division 
had  taken  plaoe  in  which  the  member  for 
Christohuroh  City  had  clearly  gone  over  to  the 
Conservative  party,  and  had  thus  placed  him- 
self outside  the  Liberal  party,  the  party  had  no 
right  to  shut  him  out  from  caucuses  or  from 
meetings  which  were  recognised  as  meetings  of 
the  party.  That  was  his  view  of  the  matter. 
Speaking  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
complimentary  remarks  to  that  honobrable 
gentleman,  beoause  he  did  not  need  them. 
The  hononrable  gentleman  held  an  undoubtedly 
strong  position  in  Christchurch,  and  was  recog- 
nised by  all  the  Liberal  associations  there  as  a 
Liberal.  He  thought  it  was  very  unfortonata 
that  the  Whips  had  taken  the  ill-advised  cooisa 
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they  had  taken  to  prevent  the  honourable  mem- 
her  from  attending  the  caucus.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn,  who  so  often  took  up  a  strong  position 
against  the  Oovemment,  was  invited  to  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  well,  perhaps,  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
bad  broaght  the  matter  forward.  The  honour- 
able member  said,  in  his  opening  remarks,  as 
applied  to  the  Ministry,  that  he  was  returned 
to  the  House  against  the  wishes,  at  all  events, 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Ministry.  He 
took  it,  from  that,  that  the  honourable  member 
was  alluding  to  his  colleague  the  Minister  of 
Education.  If  that  was  the  case,  it  gave  him 
the  key  to  the  whole  position. 

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH  explained  that  he  had  not 
qiecified  the  Minister  of  Education,  and  he 
had  better  leave  it  there.  He  might  say  that 
he  woald  exclude  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  if  he 
had  to  specify  oarticular  members. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  then  the  honourable 
member  made  it  all  the  worse  for  himself.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  alluded  to  him  (Mr. 
Seddon),  but  if  he  did  he  could  tell  the  honour- 
able member  he  was  making  a  great  mistake, 
and  this  error  might,  perhaps,  have  led  the 
bonoorable  member  to  form  a  very  erroneous 
opinion.  They  all  recognised  that,  whoever  was 
letomed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Liberal  party,  they  should  come  there  as  equals, 
and,  no  matter  what  might  have  occurred 
during  the  elections,  they  were,  after  election, 
members  of  the  party  and  entitled  to  friendly 
consideration.  Whoever  was  elected  as  the 
choice  of  the  people  had  been  accepted  by  him 
(Ui.  Seddon),  in  the  position  he  held,  as  a 
member  of  the  party.  On  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's arrival  in  Wellington  he  was  treated  by 
him  (Mr.  Seddon)  cordially,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  say  that  he  had  ever 
treated  him  discourteously.  If  there  was  any 
diflerence,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  felt  himself  aggrieved  at  the  action  of  any 
of  tbe  Ministers,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  spoken 
to  him  on  the  matter.  Now,  he  challenged  the 
hoDoorable  member  ;  he  could  not  say  that  he 
had  done  so. 
Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well ;  there  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  made  a  mistake,  for  he 
ought  to  have  spoken  to  him.  Now  they  came 
to  this  question  of  the  exclusion  from  the 
caucus  the  other  day.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber had  said  that  he  bad  voted,  with  one  ex- 
ception, for  the  Liberal  measures.  Now,  he 
would  refer  the  honourable  gentleman  to  the 
fact  that  up  tiU  the  13th  September  he  had 
on  sixty  occasions  voted  against  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  gay  whether  on  matters  of  principle 
or  on  matters  of  detail  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  mistaking 
what  he  had  said — namely,  that,  according  to 
the  division-lists,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
np  till  the  13th  September,  had  voted  sixty 
tunes  against  the  Ministry. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  said  some  of  the  Ministry  had 
voted  against  the  Government. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  would  like  to  see  that  perhaps. 
At  all  events,  he  was  only  giving  the  honour- 
able gentleman  facts  :  on  sixty  different  ocoa- 
sions  he  had  voted  against  the  Ministry.  How 
could  the  Ministry,  under  such  circumstances, 
look  upon  him  as  a  supporter  ?  He  said  it  was 
unreasonable  for  him  to  expect  it  for  a  moment. 
Could  it  be  said  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  any  sympathy  with  a  Ministry  against 
which  he  had  voted  sixty  times  ?  Under  the 
circumstances,  they  could  not  take  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  and  put  them  in  the 
same  category  with  Mr.  Smith,  the  member 
for  Christchurch  City.  Some  honourable  mem- 
bers received  occasionally  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  those  lectures  which  did 
young  members  good.  They  got  the  benefit  of 
his  ripe  experience.  He  was  the  Nestor  and 
the  father  of  the  House,  and,  though  they  might 
disagree  with  a  great  deal  of  what  he  said, 
still  they  knew  it  was  well  intended,  and  it 
sometimes  proved  beneficial.  He  did  not  object 
to  that  at  all,  but  he  did  object  to  a  member 
like  Mr.  Smith  claiming  to  be  a  Government 
supporter,  and  yet  never  missing  an  opportu- 
nity of  voting  against  them.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  felt  himself 
aggrieved.  Ho  said  he  had  heard  members  of 
the  Ministry  say  the  party  was  too  strong,  and 
that  they  desired  to  further  strengthen  them- 
selves by  driving  from  the  party  a  certain 
number  of  members.  It  was  a  peculiar  way  to 
strengthen  a  party — reducing  its  numbers.  He 
must  say,  aa  head  of  the  party,  he  would  not 
take  that  course  to  strengthen  the  party.  Far 
from  it.  He  said  the  Liberal  party  was  never 
so  strong  as  it  was  at  present,  and  it  was  his 
duty,  in  the  interests  of  the  party  and  of 
Liberalism,  and  in  the  in  terests  of  tbe  people,  to 
keep  it  strong.  He  hoped  he  had  made  it  so. 
Whoever  had  informed  the  honourable  member 
of  what  be  had  stated  to  the  House  had  in- 
formed him  of  that  which  was  incorrect.  He 
would  say  this :  If  it  was  simply  in  name  that 
members  belonged  to  the  Liberal  party  of  this 
colony,  and  thoy  were  always  voting  against  the 
Liberal  party,  they  might  go  where  they  liked ; 
but  they  must  not  claim  to  be  of  the  Liberal 
party,  and  yet  always  vote  against  it.  That  was 
what  he  said  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  would  say  again  there  was  not,  as  far  as 
he  knew,  anything  whatever  personal  in  this. 
They  were,  on  the  member  for  Christchurch 
City  admitting  the  error  of  his  ways,  quite 
prepared — those  who  were  of  the  party — to 
kill  the  fatted  calf.  There  was  another  point 
to  be  considered.  He  was  grieved  that  the 
honourable  member,  when  he  found  what 
had  occurred,  when  he  asked  the  senior  Whip 
whether  it  was  an  oversight  or  whether  it  was 
intentional,  did  not  ask  for  an  explanation. 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  would  have  said,  "  Well,  there 
are  a  number  of  your  votes  you  have  given  on 
nearly  every  occasion  against  the  Government. 
Surely  the  Goveinment  cannot  always  be  wrong. 
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that  you  should  be  always  right.  If  you  desire 
to  be  of  the  party  and  remain  with  it,  there  are 
occasions  when  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
subordinate  yourself ;  when  you  must,  in  the 
interests  of  the  party  and  of  Liberalism,  assist 
the  party,  etnd  not  always  be  found  against  it." 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  if  the  whip  had  not 
been  used  so  much  it  would  have  been  better 
for  the  party. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  wherever  there  was  mu- 
tiny, and  that  mutiny  was  likely  to  spread,  and 
it  had  been  caused  by  one  who  had  acted  so 
antagonistically  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  done,  he  had  no  right  to  complain  of  the 
whip. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Let  us  go  home. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  all  very  well, 
but  he  could  not  allow  those  remarks  to  go. 
A  personal  explanation  had  been  allowed  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and,  when  a  serious 
accusation  had  been  made  against  Ministers, 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  answer  it.  An  ex- 
planation had  been  given  by  his  honourable 
colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands  as  to  any 
discourtesy  being  intended.  His  colleague  was 
not  to  the  manner  gentle  born ,  and  he  might  be 
a  little  brusque  in  manner,  but  those  who  knew 
him  the  longest  must  know  very  well  that  he 
was  warm-hearted,  and  that  when  honourable 
members  went  to  see  him  on  business  or  any- 
thing connected  with  his  department  he  was 
always  willing  and  glad  to  meet  them  and  dis- 
cuss matters  with  them.  After  this  explana- 
tion, he  thought  that  probably  there  would  be 
a  reunion ;  and  he  hoped  himself,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  Minister  of  Education,  who  had 
been  specially  alluded  to 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH. — I  never  mentioned  the 
Minister  of  Education. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  would  have  been  better 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  ha,d  done  so.  He 
{Mr.  Seddon)  knew  to  whom  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  saying  that  he  knew  that  he  had  come 
to  the  House  against  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  col- 
league's will 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH. — I  never  said  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  colleague  was  not 
present  to  speak  for  himself.  So  far  as  he  had 
known  or  seen. matters  aSecting  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  there  was  no  feeling  at  all  in 
the  matter.  If  the  matter  had  come  on  sooner, 
and  there  hod  been  an  explanation,  it  would 
have  removed  the  impression  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  mind.  It  was  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  by  his  conduct  hereafter  to 
prove  that  he  was  still  a  suj^porter  of  the 
Liberal  party.  He  would  be  judged  by  his 
works,  but  judging  by  his  works  hitherto  he 
had  not  been  at  all  true  to  that  party. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  three 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  27th  September,  1994. 

Second  Beading— Third  Beading — Edaeation  Ed- 
dowments— Factories  Bill— Lands  Imnovenun 
and  Native  Ijands  Acquisition  Bill— ^atiag  «■ 
Unimproved  Value  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spsakeb 

half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 


took  the  chair  it 


SECOND  READING. 
Rating  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Bill. 

EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, it  was  resolved,  That  this  Coandl 
approves  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  reserved 
as  endowments  for  education,  as  set  forth  is 
Paper  No.  118,  of  19th  September,  1894,  beiag 
permanently  set  aside  as  endowments  fs 
education. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

BECOMIinTED. 

Clause  63,  subsection  (3). — Employment  dt 
females  and  young  persons  in  priDting-otBeea 
on  holidays. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved  to  insert  in 
paragraph  (c),  after  the  words  <*  employed  in," 
the  words  "  fish-preserving  factories  or." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayeb,  23. 

Acland 

MacGregor 

Shrimski 

Bouar 

Man  tell 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Morris 

Swanson 

Dignan 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Peldwiok 

Peacock 

W^hitmore 

Grace 

Pharazyn 

Whyte 

Holmes 

Reynolds 

WiUiams. 

Kenny 

Richardson 
Noes,  7. 

Bamicoat 

Jennings 

McCnlloogfa 

Bolt 

Kelly 

Montgomery. 

Buckley 

Paib. 

For. 

Against. 

Oliver. 

Jenkinson. 

Mr.  Seddon 


Majority  for,  16. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  further  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  TM 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  Tint 
the  word  '  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  staal 
part  of  the  question." 

AY£3,  21. 
Acland  Feldwick  Montgomery 

Baillie  Holmes  Morris 

Barniooat  Jennings  Reynolds 

Bolt  Kelly  Riohardsoa 

Bonar  Kenny  RigK 

Buckley  Kerr  W^er,  L. 

Dignan  McCuUongh      Whyte. 
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Noes,  11. 
Boiren  Ormond  Stevens 

Grace  Peacock  Swanaoa 

IhcGregoi        Pfaarazyn  Williams. 

Mantell  Shrimski 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Oliver.  Jenldnson. 

Majority  for,  10. 
Amendment  negatiyed. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 

LANDS  IMPKOVEMENT  AND  NATIVE 

LANDS  ACQUISITION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— This  BiU,  as 
hoDOorable  members  will  notice  from  a  perusal 
of  it,  is  divided  into  three  Parts.  The  Third 
Fart  has  tor  its  object  the  providing  of  the 
sinews  of  war,  so  to  speak,  for  carrying  out  the 
objects  embraced  in  Parts  I.  and  II.  I  need 
acarcely  remind  honourable  members  that  it  is 
impossible  in  a  new  country  like  this  to  carry 
ent  the  work  of  colonisation  from  ordinary 
levenne,  and  that  the  money  to  the  credit  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund  has  for  a  long  time 
been  a  diminishing  quantity.  The  First  Part 
of  the  Bill  has  for  its  object  the  giving  of  assist- 
ance Co  settlers  who  intend  to  settle  down  in 
bosh-country,  or  the  upper  parts  of  the  ooontry, 
and,  while  so  engaged,  to  give  them  employ- 
ment, ill  order  that  they  may  ultimately  make 
homes  for  themselves.  The-demand  made  upon 
the  Government  for  lands  of  this  description 
is  probably  greater  than  honourable  members 
ate  aware  of,  and  the  requirements  are  very 
great  in  order  to  enable  people  to  settle  upon 
lands  of  this  character,  as,  of  coarse,  it  is  neces- 
Hiy  that  there  should  be  roads  and  bridges 
and  conveniences  for  them  to  get  to  their 
homes.  It  was  my  fortune,  a  few  weeks  before 
the  opening  of  Pcurliament,  to  go  up  to  a  part 
of  tius  province  which  has  been  settled  for 
about  thirty  years,  and,  really,  it  was  only 
abouc  two  years  ago  that  for  the  first  time  the 
lettlers  were  able  to  attain  to  wbac  is  known 
as  civilisation.  During  that  time  they  bad  to 
hump  everything  on  their  backs,  and  submit  to 
much  suffering  and  hardship,  and,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  any  roads  to  their  lands,  some 
of  these  settlers  had  not  left  the  place  for 
two  or  three  years.  The  Bill  provides  that 
any  appropriation  for  roads  and  bridges,  and 
for  other  improvements  upon  the  lands  to  be 
acquired,  mast  be  submitted  to  Parliament, 
and  that  the  estimates  for  carrying  out  such 
works  mast  also  be  submitted  to  Parliament. 
So  that  there  shall  be  no  concealment  of  any- 
thing that  is  going  on.  Parliament  is  to  have 
this  matter  nnder  its  control,  and  is  to  be  able 
to  say  whether  any  work  ought  or  ought  not  to 
be  carried  out.  It  is  proposed  by  the  BiU  to 
give  facilities  to  associations  to  settle  in  the 
opper  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  go  upon 
bush-lands  to  make  homes  for  themselves; 
and  it  is  also  provided  that  such  associations 
shall  have  priority  over  those  persons  who 
may  become  selectors  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1882.    The  Board  is  to  ascertain  the  nnim- 


proved  value,  and  add  to  that  the  value  of  the 
improvements  paid  for  by  the  State,  and  upon 
the  two  values  will  be  estimated  the  annual 
rental  which  these  selectors  have  to  pay.  That 
is  a  fair  way  of  dealing  with  people  of  that 
class  who  are  desirous  of  settling  upon  country 
of  that  description,  and  it  is  becoming  a  very 
serious  demand  indeed  upon  the  Government. 
Then,  the  funds  accruing  to  the  amount  of 
£250,000  it  is  provided  shall  be  paid  into  a 
separate  account,  to  be  known  as  a  "  Land 
Improvement  Account."  This  money  it  is  pro- 
vided shall  not  be  appropriated  for  any  other 
purpose.  It  is  provided,  however,  that  local 
authorities  shall  have  the  power  of  arrange- 
ment or  agreement  with  the  Minister  to  ex- 
pend such  money  in  any  particular  locality. 
That  is,  I  think,  a  very  good  arrangement, 
because  the  local  bodies  will  take  great  care 
that  not  more  than  is  necessary  is  expended. 
I  now  come  to  the  Second  Part  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  tell  honourable  members  that  the  acquisition 
of  Native  land  has  become  a  very  important 
matter.  We  have  at  present  under  negotia- 
tion many  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  and  we 
want  to  get  funds— £250,000 — for  further  N8t- 
tive-land-purchasing.  When  I  tell  honourable 
members  that  there  are  under  negotiation  at 
present  large  areas  t)f  land  in  several  parts  of 
the  colony — for  instance,  in  the  King-coantry 
there  are  700,000  to  800,000  acres,  in  the  Ois- 
bome  district  500,000  or  600,000,  and  I  may  ' 
say  that  some  of  this  is  the  finest  land  in  the 
world  ;  in  the  Awarua  Block  180,000  acres 
beyond  that  already  acquired,  and  in  the  Wa- 
nganui  district  some  800,000  acres — they  will 
see  that  the  amount  we  are  asking  for  for  the 
purpose  of  the  acquisition  of  land — namely, 
£250,000 — is  not  a  very  large  amount.  These 
are  the  features  of  the  Bill  which  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to.  The  Third  Part  is  merely  the 
machinery  part,  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to 
issue  the  necessary  debentures  to  obtain  the 
money  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Parts  I. 
and  II.  I  move.  That  the  Bill  be  nmo  read  th» 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Sir,  this  Bill  is 
for  purposes  that  I  think  all  sides  of  the  Coun- 
cil will  agree  are  desirable — that  is,  the  settle- 
ment of  Native  lands,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  at  present  lying  idle,  and  which  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  to  have  improved.  It 
appears,  however,  to  me  that  the  Bill  would 
have  been  very  much  better  if  it  had  been  kept 
distinct— that  is  to  say,  if  Part  II.,  relating  to 
the  purchase,  settlement,  and  improvement  of 
Native  lands,  had  been  put  in  a  separate  Bill. 
It  would  have  been  more  convenient  if  this  had 
been  done.  I  want  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  Bill,  prefacing  them  by  saying  that 
I  agree  generally  in  the  purpose  for  which  the 
Bill  is  designed.  There  are  some  provisions  in 
it,  however,  which  I  think  will  require  con- 
sideration when  we  go  into  Committee,  and  it 
is  well  to  point  out  a  few  of  them  which  are 
worth  such  consideration.  Part  I.  provides 
funds  to  the  extent  of  £250,000  for  the  opening- 
up  of  land  practically  for  settlement,  and  it  is 
provided  in  the  earlier  clauses,  2  and  8,  that  & 
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statement  of  such  work  shall  be  laid  before 
Parliament  at  the  opening  of  each  session. 
Does  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary mean  that  we  are  not  going  to  apply  this 
Bill  until  after  the  next  session  of  Parliament  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No  ;  be- 
cause it  deals  with  land  which  is  now  under 
contract. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND.— If  the  Government 
vrish  to  take  full  advantage  of  this  Act  it  could 
attain  its  object  by  putting  in  the  schedules  of 
the  Public  Works  Statement  those  works  they 
can  see  their  way  to  recommend,  so  that  a 
year  shall  not  be  lost  in  the  development  of 
the  country.  I  oome  now  to  clause  i,  which, 
to  some  extent,  ought  to  be  read  with  clause  5. 
It  is  defined  in  that  clause  that  any  number 
of  "working-men  *  may  comprise  an  associa- 
tion ;  and  I  want  to  know  why  that  term 
should  be  used  in  this  Bill.  Why  should  not 
settlers'  sons  and  people  of  any  class  who  de- 
sire to  take  up  land  be  allowed  to  come  under 
the  Bill  and  to  form  associations  ?  This,  per- 
haps, is  a  Committee  objection ;  but,  still,  it  is 
objectionable  to  see  a  clause  of  the  kind  in  a 
Bill  of  this  nature,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  amended 
when  we  go  into  Committee.  Going  on  a  little 
farther,  honourable  members  will  see  that  in 
this  same  clause  power  is'  given  to  these  asso- 
ciations to  make  arrangements  with  the  Minis- 
ter ;  and,  if  honourable  members  will  consider 
this  clause  with  clauses  5  and  6,  they  will  see 
that  by  such  an  agreement  the  persons  taking 
up  land  become  entitled  to  be  considered  the 
persons  who  can  get  land  under  the  Land  Act. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Bv  priority. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Yes.  I  think  I 
am  fairly  stating  the  position  when  I  say  that 
the  Minister  is  put  in  the  position,  in  my 
opinion,  of  overriding  the  Land  Act;  and  we 
ought  to  be  very  careful  not  to  permit  that. 
In  the  Land  Act  we  have  carefully  em- 
bodied provisions  that  none  shall,  by  acci- 
dent, or  chance,  or  favour,  get  first  in  these 
applications  ;  but  under  this  measure  it  will  be 
quite  possible  for  members  of  these  associations, 
by  private  communication  with  the  Minister, 
to  get  into  a  position  of  advantage  which 
they  ought  not  to  have  over  people  having 
the  same  right  to  competition ;  and  I  think, 
therefore,  we  shall  have  to  look  carefully  into 
these  provisions  when  we  get  into  Committee 
on  this  Bill.  I  will  illustrate  the  danger  of 
this  provision  by  pointing  out  what  has  hap- 
pened in  a  locality  in  this  Provincial  District 
of  Wellington,  and  close  to  the  Hawke's  Bay 
boundaries ;  and  the  case  I  shall  refer  to  wiU 
show  how  necessary  it  is  that  every  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  that  land  may  not  be 
taken  or  occupied  without  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  persons  who  are  interested  therein.  Now, 
land  in  the  Provincial  Districts  of  Welling- 
ton and  Hawke's  Bay  is  becoming  a  minimum 
quantity  —  that  is.  Crown  land  suitable  for 
settlement.  Just  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Wel- 
lington Provincial  District,  between  Hawke's 
Bay  and  Wellington,  tliere  was  a  large  block 
of  land,  containing  something  like  eighty  thou- 
sand acres.  It  was  situated  at  the  back  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond 


Akiteo.  Those  members  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  locality  will  know  where  I  mean. 
This  land  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  pas- 
toral district  where  there  have  been  a  lai^e 
number  of  men  settled  for  years  as  shepherds, 
ploughmen,  and  in  other  capacities.  These 
men  have  been  looking  forward  to  forming  & 
settlement  on  this  land.  There  were  about 
twenty  of  them,  and  they  had  about  £200  each, 
and  their  intention  was  to  go  on  the  block 
when  it  was  opened  up  for  settlement. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— When  was 
that? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.  — About  a  year 
ago  —  perhaps  more.  These  people  waited  a 
long  time  and  inquired  many  times  at  the 
Land  Office  when  the  land  was  to  be  opened 
up,  and  they  were  told  it  would  be  thrown 
open  in  due  course.  They  waited;  and  at 
last,  after  many  applications,  they  were  told  in 
answer  to  the  last  application  that  the  land 
was  all  gone.  Where  had  it  gone  to  ?  It  had 
gone  to  what  were  called  associations ;  and  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  members  of  these 
associations  are  only  occupying  it  here  and 
there,  and  three-fourths  of  the  members  never 
mean  to  occupy  the  land  at  all.  In  this  case 
bona  fide  men  hod  been  elbowed  out  and  pre- 
vented from  becoming  settlers.  I  merely  put 
this  case  forward  to  show  that  we  ought  to  be- 
very  careful  to  guard  against  people  and  a£so- 
cialions  having  the  right  to  unduly  interfere 
with  settlement,  and  particularly  with  the 
settlement  of  the  class  I  have  just  sketched. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  open  to  that 
objection,  and  the  case  I  have  mentioned 
happened  under  the  Land  Act.  The  purpose 
of  the  Part  is  an  excellent  one,  and  there 
is  ample  scope  for  it.  That  is  all  I  have  to- 
say  about  Part  I.  Part  II.  deals  with  Native 
lands,  and  provides  for  two  distinct  purposes — 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  land  and  for  the 
opening-up  of  that  land  for  settlement.  The 
amount  set  aside  for  the  purpose  is  £250,000. 
Now,  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary just  now  gave  us  information  as  to  the 
amount  of  land  that  the  Government  at  the 
present  moment  have  under  consideration  for 
purchase.  I  did  not  exactly  follow  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  figures,  but  they  were  con- 
siderable— five  hundred  thousand  acres  in  one 
case,  and  so  on.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  hear 
that  the  Government  were  in  negotiation  for 
land  to  the  extent  and  of  the  character  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  described ;  but  there, 
again,  we  must  remember  that  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  as  indicated  in  another  Bill 
that  will  come  down  to  this  Council — namely, 
the  Native  Land  Bill — is  for  the  Government 
to  resume  the  right  of  pre-emption  over  all 
Native  lands  in  the  North  Island.  Now,  I 
ask  my  honourable  friend,  who  has  just  now 
told  us  what  a  large  scope  there  is  for  settle- 
ment, and  the  amount  of  land  that  has  been 
offered — namely,  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
in  one  block,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres  in  another  block — I  am  not 
exaggerating  the  matter  when  I  say  it  amounts 
to  something  like  a  million  acres — I  ask  my 
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bonoozable  friend,  is  this  money  that  is  pro- 
vided in  this  Bill  going  to  meet  the  demand 
which  will  be  pat  upon  it  ?  The  appropriation 
is  only  £250,000,  and  half  of  that  is  for  Native- 
l&nd-purohasing,  and  the  other  half  for  opening 
it  up. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  It  is 
£250,000  for  each  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Not  in  this 
BiU,  trhich  only  proyides  £250,000  for  the  two 
purposes;  and  if  we  take  away  the  amount 
required  for  the  construction  of  works  it  will 
only  leave  half  of  that  amount  available  for  the 
purchasing,  and  under  the  circumstances  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  safScient. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  will  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  look  at  clause  8, 
and  he  will  see  that  there  is  £250,000  in  Pare  I. 
and  £250,000  in  Part  II.  Part  I.  does  not 
apply  to  Kative  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND. —  I  think  my 
honourable  friend  misunderstands,  and  he  was 
not  following  what  I  was  saying.  The  Bill  pro> 
vides  £250,000  for  the  purchase  and  the  open- 
ing-up  of  Native  lands  for  settlement,  and  what 
I  say  is  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
larger  vote  if  this  Bill  is  going  to  be  given 
effect  to.  At  present  it  appears  that  only 
£250,000  is  provided  for  the  two  purposes,  and 
I  wish  to  draw  my  honourable  friend's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  under  the  circumstances 
which  I  have  explained  to  the  Council,  and 
imder  this  policy,  this  money  will  not  be 
lofficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case, 
and  the  demand  which  will  be  thrown  on  the 
country  by  the  carryingout  of  that  policy. 
There  is  another  element  in  this  Fart  II.  which 
requires  attention.  The  wording  of  the  pro- 
vision says  that  the  money  may  be  expended 
for  giving  access  to  Native  lands  purchased 
tmder  the  Bill.  That,  again,  is  very  significant, 
and  open  to  very  wide  interpretation,  as  it  is 
quite  possible  that,  unless  the  money  is  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  opening-up  of  the  lands 
referred  to,  it  might  be  appropriated  to  land  to 
which  it  is  not  intended  that  it  should  be 
appUt'd.  The  other  Part  of  the  Bill— Port  III. 
— authorises  the  issue  of  debentures  to  the 
amount  of  £500,000  at  i  per  cent.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  about  that,  except,  of  course, 
that  it  IS  borrowing,  and  it  appears  to  me 
nnneccssary  that  the  Government  should  pay 
so  much  as  4  per  cent.,  as,  if  instead  of  bor- 
rowing in  the  colony,  we  borrowed  in  the  Lon- 
don market,  we  could  got  this  money  at  3  per 
cent,  instead  of  4  per  cent.  It  appears  to  me, 
as  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  colony,  that  it 
would  have  been  much  better,  insteald  of  issu- 
ing debentures,  if  we  went  straightforwardly  to 
the  London  money-market  and  said  we  were 
going  in  for  a  legitimate  object:  then  we  would 
get  the  money  on  the  best  terms. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  —  I  apprehend 
that  this  Bill  vrill  go  both  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  and  to  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee, in  virtue  of  its  having  reference  to  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown  and  also  to  Native 
lands.  Whether  that  will  be  the  course 
adopted  I  am  not  certain,  but  presume  this  is 


the  right  course.  The  position  of  the  thing 
appears  to  me  to  be  this :  that  the  Government 
have  seen  reason  at  last  to  understand  that 
which  I  think  was  understood  by  most  people 
before :  that  the  self-reliance  policy — that  is  to 
say,  the  policy  of  carrying  on  public  works 
without  the  aid  of  the  money  of  some  one  else — 
is  an  utter  impossibility.  We  have  been  told  for 
a  very  considerable  period — at  least,  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years — that  there  would  be 
entire  self-reliance,  and  that  we  should  make 
our  public  works  of  every  description  out  of,  I 
think,  surplus  revenue,  and  certainly  that  on 
no  account  were  we  to  have  recourse  to  the 
English  market  for  money  for  the  purposes  in 
question.  Sir,  I  say  at  the  outset  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  find  that  some  provision  is 
made  for  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands,  in 
Older  to  supply  the  great  and  growing  want  of 
land  for  settlement  by  the  inhabitants.  I 
would  submit  that  the  proposal  now  made  is 
one  infinitely  better  than  even  the  suggestion 
of  such  a  doctrine  as  that  it  is  desirable  to 
acquire  land  from  private  individuals  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement  while  there  is  any  land 
in  the  hands  of  the  Natives  lying  idle,  suad 
which  might  be  acquired  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill.  This  is  a  Bill  which  will  probably 
go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  I  pre- 
sume my  honourable  friend,  or  whoever  is  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  on  that  occasion,  will  provide 
some  definition  of  the  word  "working-men," 
because,  if  we  are  going  to  leave  these  words  in 
the  Bill,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  interpreta- 
tion clause  defining  them,  with  all  submission 
I  would  say  we  should  merit  some  degree  of 
contempt,  if  not  of  suspicion.  My  honourable 
friend,  no  doubt,  therefore,  will  be  prepared  to 
put  in  a  clause  giving  a  definition  of  the  word 
"  working-men." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  will  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  definition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Exactly.  Per- 
haps my  honourable  friend  would  like  to  include 
or  to  exclude  from  the  term  the  unemployed. 
There  is  a  point  in  the  Bill  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  my  honourable  friend, 
with  a  view  to  its  explanation.  I  would  say  at 
this  stage  that  there  has  been  very  little  time 
to  examine  the  Bill  critically  by  the  light  of 
the  Land  Act ;  but  there  is  a  point  I  wish  to 
refer  to.  Under  this  Bill  it  appears  that  mem- 
bers of  these  associations  are  to  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  Part  III.  of  the  Land  Act. 
Now,  I  want  my  honourable  friend  to  explain 
whether  these  are  to  be  special- settlement 
associations  or  not,  because,  if  they  are,  they 
will  come  under  Part  IV.  of  the  Land  Act  as  it 
now  exists,  and  they  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be 
subject  to  very  different  conditions  in  many  im- 
portant respects  from  those  which  the  Third 
Part  of  the  Land  Act  provides  for  dealing  with 
Crown  lands  under  what  is  known  as  the  "  op- 
tional system."  If  they  work  under  the  Third 
Part  of  the  Land  Act,  they  will  be  put  under 
what  is  known  as  the  "optional  system  ";  but  U 
they  are  to  be  special-settlement  associations, 
which  is  a  term  known  to  the  Land  Act,  then 
they  come  under  Part  IV.,  and  the  cironm- 
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stances  of  their  settlement  will  be  materially 
different.  There  is  another  point  with  regard 
to  the  provision  in  clause  10.  Here  is  power  to 
pay  moneys — moneys  appropriated  for  special 
roads  and  bridges  under  the  Bill  generally 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND.— That  would  be 
under  the  appropriation  provided  in  clause  4. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  am  aware  of 
that,  and  of  course  it  does  not  touch  the  land 
which  is  in  preparation  for  settlement.  It  is 
confined  to  roads  and  bridges ;  but  I  wish  my 
honourable  friend  to  explain  either  now  or  to 
the  Committee  when  it  meets  the  precise 
method  in  which  this  form  of  agreement  will 
be  carried  on.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  open 
to  very  considerable  exception,  unless  some 
intelligible  explanation  of  its  operation  is  given 
to  us — that  is,  the  one  which  enables  the 
Minister,  of  his  own  motion,  to  agree  with  a 
local  body  for  the  erection  of  bridges  and  the 
construction  of  roads. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Clause  10. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes.  I  must  also 
ask  attention  to  the  proposed  method  of  raising 
this  money.  Is  the  money  which  is  to  be  raised 
—  this  half-million  —  to  be  raised  exclusively 
in  the  colony,  or  is  it  to  be  raised  abroad  as 
well  as  in  the  colony  ?  The  Bill,  it  appears  to 
me,  is  hardly  clear  upon  that  point.  Judging 
from  the  20th  clause,  it  appears  to  me  as 
a  matter  of  inference  that  the  loan  is  to  be  a 
local  loan  raised  exclusively  in  the  colony.  It 
does  not  say  anything  about  the  repayment  of 
the  principal  at  the  post-offices,  or  what  not, 
but  it  makes  interest  payable  there;  and  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  quite  plain  whether 
the  loan  is  to  be  confined  to  the  colony  or 
not.  Now,  if  the  loan  is  to  be  confined  to 
the  colony,  that  raises  the  question  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  In  that  case,  the  question 
of  productiveness  to  the  lenders  will  arise, 
and  it  will  be  very  materially  affected  by  this 
circumstance :  that,  inasmuch  as  it  will  form 
part  of  the  income  of  the  person  lending  the 
money  on  these  debentures,  he  would  be  liable 
under  the  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act 
to  pay  an  income-tax  of  Is.  in  the  pound  upon 
that  interest ;  and  that  will  apply  equally 
to  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Bill,  which  mea- 
sure has  not  reached  us,  and  to  any  other 
provision  where  the  loan  is,  so  to  speak,  domi- 
ciled in  New  Zealand  and  confined  to  New 
Zealand  money.  It  appears  impossible  to  ex- 
aggerate the  importanue  of  that  construction, 
in  view  of  the  difference  between  the  rates  of 
interest  which  are  prevalent  in  England  and 
the  rates  of  interest  in  New  Zealand.  If  the 
person  who  lends  money  at  4  per  cent,  in  this 
country  is  liable  to  an  income-tax  of  Is.,  or 
6  per  cent.,  it  materially  interferes  with  the 
prospect  of  successfully  obtaining  a  loan  of  that 
character  in  the  New  Zealand  market,  and  the 
same  remark  I  have  just  made  would  apply 
to  the  Bill  now  under  way — the  New  Zealand 
Consols  Bill.  I  ask  my  honourable  friend's 
attention  to  the  question,  and  I  ask  him  to  say 
if  I  am  wrong  in  my  statement ;  but  I  am 
afraid  I  am  not  wrong.  I  ask  any  honourable 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


gentleman  who  has  any  familiarity  with  finan- 
cial affairs,  or  even  with  ordinary  bnsineM 
matters,  what  prospect  is  there  for  a  loan 
domiciled  in  New  Zealand  being  successfnlly 
raised  if  the  rate  of  interest  payable  on  it  is 
proposed  to  be  subject  to  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion by  way  of  income-tax  on  the  interest,  as 
I  have  indicated  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  have 
just  one  or  two  words  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down. 
I  really  am  not  certain  whether  he  is  serious  or 
not.  On  questions  of  finance  I  suppose  then 
is  no  one  more  serious  than  the  honourable 
gentleman.  My  honourable  friend  puts  to  me 
the  question,  How  will  the  money  be  raised? 
I  have  only  to  call  his  attention  to  the  first 
section  of  Part  III.  —  section  16.  There  he 
will  find  it ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  care- 
fully studied  the  Bill,  as  he  does  everything, 
for  no  one  pays  more  attention  to  the  work 
of  this  Council  than  does  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  will  there  find  the  manner  in 
which  this  money  is  to  be  raised.  He  asks  me, 
in  the  nature  of  a  conundrum,  whether  the 
money  is  to  bo  obtained  outside  the  colony  oc 
inside.  There  is  the  provision  in  clause  16 
under  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised.  Then, 
my  honourable  friend  is  facetious  enough  to  aik 
me  what  is  a  working-man.  Sir,  the  BiU  hal 
this  proviso  introduced  in  another  place :  and 
here  I  would  say  I  have  to  deal  with  the  BUI  as 
I  find  it  here.  Bills  are  prepared  and  intro- 
duced, and  sometimes,  perhaps,  they  are  mote 
carefully  prepared  than  honourable  gentlemen 
suppose,  but  thoy  are  so  mutilated  in  another 
place  that  almost  all  intention  and  object  is 
taken  out.  The  Bill  as  originally  introduced 
contained  these  words  in  clause  7 :  "  Any  per- 
son," but  the  word  "  person  "  was  struck  out, 
and  the  words  *'  number  of  working-men,  com- 
prising an  association  formed  in  auscordanee 
with  the  regulations  mode  under  this  Act," 
were  substituted.  Now,  I  will  tell  my  honour- 
able friend  what  a  working-man  is.  I  do  not 
suppose  there  is  a  harder-working  man  in  Ke« 
Zealand  than  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, and  I  venture  to  say  I  am  another. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Before  you  pat 
the  question,  I  should  like  to  say,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation, that  I  am.  quite  aware  of  the  pzoeem 
in  the  clause  to  which  my  honourable  friend 
referred — clause  16.  The  doubt  which  arose  in 
my  mind  was  in  consequence  of  the  wording  of 
clause  20,  and  I  think  I  had  a  right  to  put  th* 
question  to  my  honourable  friend. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

BATING  ON  UNIMPROVED  VALUE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMEKY.— Sir,  tbuis 
a  new  matter,  and  it  is  a  very  important  Bill, 
M  honourable  members  are  aware.  It  ir,  is 
point  of  fact,  a  Bill  to  enable  the  local  auti:ori- 
ties  to  declare  whether  or  not  the  rating  shall 
be  upon  the  unimproved  value  of  land ;  and 
the  unimproved  value  means  the  gross  vaioi 
of  land,  as  defined  in  the  Bill,  less  the  value  U 
all  improvements  thereon.    I  will  ask  the  at- 
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tention  of  the  Conncil  to  clause  3,  Trhich  states 
that,— 

"For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  section  two 
of  'The  Rating  Act,  1894,'  shall  be  read  subject 
to  the  amendments  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

"  The  definition  of  the  words  '  rateable  pro- 
perty '  shall,  except  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
water  rates  or  gas  rates,  be  construed  as  if  the 
words  '  without  the  buildings  and  improye- 
ments  thereon'  had  been  enacted  therein,  in 
lien  of  the  words  '  with  the  buildings  and  im- 
proTements  thereon,'  where  the  latter  occur  in 
the  said  section." 

This  clause  must  be  read  with  the  11th 
seetion  of  the  Bill,  which  reads  as  follows : 
"  Provided  that  all  water  or  gas  rates  fixed  by 
Act  or  ordinance,  and  levied  within  the  city, 
boiODgfa,  county,  or  district,  shall  be  levied  on 
the  gross  valne,  and  not  on  the  unimproved 
valne."  There  may  be,  however,  another  im- 
portant amendment  required  which  the  liaw 
OfScei  has  been  consmted  on,  and  it  is  a 
matter  worth  the  consideration  of  honourable 
members.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which 
says  that  drainage  rates  shall  not  be  levied 
npon  the.  gross  valne.  In  the  town  I  oome 
from — Christchurah — there  is  a  very  heavy  rate 
levied  for  protective  work  against  the  Biver 
Waimakariri ;  and  if  it  .were  levied  on  the  un- 
improved value  it  would  not  be  right,  and  I 
ihmk  it  should  be  provided  that  the  rates  shall 
be  levied  in  such  a  case  on  the  gross  value  of 
property.  I  mention  that  matter  because  I 
thinjc  that  honourable  members  who  oome  from 
Cfaristchurch  would  naturally  wish  to  have  the 
matter  considered.  The  4th  clause  of  the  Bill 
makes  provision  for  ratepayers,  by  vote,  adopt- 
ing this  rating  on  unimproved  value.  I  will 
read  the  clause : — 

"Twenty  per  centum  of  the  ratepayers  on 
the  roll  where  the  number  of  the  ratepayers 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred,  fifteen  per  centum 
where  the  number  of  the  ratepayers  does  not 
exceed  three  hundred,  and  ten  per  centum 
where  the  number  of  the  ratepayers  exceeds 
three  hundred,  by  writing  under  their  hands 
delivered  to  the  Mayor  of  any  city  or  borough, 
or  the  Chairman  of  any  Town  Board  or  county, 
or  to  the  Chairman  of  a  Town  Board  or  Boad 
Board  of  a  town  district  or  road  district  in  any 
county  where  '  The  Counties  Act,  1886,'  is  sus- 
pended, or  in  any  county  wherein  the  County 
Council  does  not  levy  a  general  rate,  may  de- 
mand that  a  proposal  to  rate  property  upon  the 
basis  of  the  unimproved  valne  of  land  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  ratepayers'  vote ;  and  thereupon 
the  votes  of  the  ratepayers  shall  be  taken  upon 
such  a  proposal  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Mayor  or  Chairman,  as  the  case  may  be,  not 
less  than  twenty-one  nor  more  than  twenty- 
eight  clear  days  after  the  delivery  of  such  de- 
mand, and  such  day  shall  be  forthwith  notified 
in  a  newspaper  published  or  circulating  in  the 
district. 

"On  SQch  day  a  poll  shall  be  taken  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  law  for  the  time  being 
in  force  in  the  city  or  borough,  town  district,  or 
county,  or  town  and  road  districts,  as  the  case 
may  be,  respectively  on  a  proposal  to  raise  a 


special  loan  therein ;  and  all  provisions  of  any 
such  law  necessary  for  this  purpose  are  hereby 
incorporated  with  this  Act,  subject  to  this  dif- 
ference :  that  the  voting-papers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Act  shall  be  printed  in  the 
following  form: — 

" '  Pboposai,  that  property  shall  henceforth 
be  rated  upon  the  basis  of  the  unim- 
proved value  thereof. 
"  '  1.  I  vote  for  the  above  proposal. 
" '  2.  I  vote  against  the  above  proposal.' 

"  And  no  such  proposal  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  carried  unless  affirmed  by  a  like  majority 
as  is  required  by  the  law  last  mentioned  to 
carry  a  proposal  to  raise  a  special  loan." 

That  clause  makes  a  pretty  careful  provision 
against  the  law  being  altered  suddenly  unless 
there  is  the  proper  number  of  votes  required. 
Clause  5  enacts  that  after  a  vote  is  onpe  taken 
no  similar  proposal  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
vote  of  the  ratepayers  before  three  years.  The 
clause  reads  as  follows : — 

"  In  case  any  proposal  as  aforesaid  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  vote  of  the  ratepayers  in  any 
district,  and  is  either  a£&rmed  or  negatived,  no 
similar  proposal  shall  be  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  ratepayers  in  such  district  for  the  period 
of  three  years  from  the  date  when  the  first- 
mentioned  proposal  was  submitted  to  the  said 
ratepayers  and  their  votes  taken  thereon  : 

"  Provided  that  on  the  expiration  of  such 
period  the  local  authority  .of  any  of  the  aforesaid 
districts  may,  under  the  conditions  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  mutatis  mutandis,  by  sec- 
tion four  hereof,  determine  that  the  operation 
of  this  Act  within  the  district  under  its  juris- 
diction shall  cease,  and  thereupon,  on  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing,  '  The  Eating 
Act,  1894,'  shall  m  its  entirety  come  into  force 
therein ;  and  such  last-mentioned  determina- 
tion may  again  in  like  manner  be  reversed." 

Under  this  provision  the  ratepayers  can  say 
whether  they  will  have  this  rating  on  the  un- 
improved value  or  not,  and  they  can  at  the  end 
of  the  three  years  reverse,  if  they  think  fit, 
their  first  decision  to  bring  the  Act  into  force. 
If  the  proposal  is  carried,  the  local  authority 
is  to  give  efiect  to  the  wish  of  the  ratepayers 
by  a  special  order,  and  must  forward  a  copy  of 
such  special  order  to  the  Government.  Then 
a  valuation-roll  is  to  be  prepared  showing  the 
amount  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  city, 
borough,  county,  or  district  on  which  the 
rates  are  to  be  levied.  Clause  7  deals  with 
this  matter,  but  it  contains  two  exemptions. 
The  clause  reads, — 

"  A  valuation-roll  of  the  rateable  property  in 
the  city,  borough,  county,  or  district  sbikll,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  gazetting 
of  such  special  order,  be  prepared  by  such 
Council  or  Board  in  manner  as  provided  by 
'  The  Bating  Act,  1894,'  in  respect  of  local 
authorities  rating  on  the  capital  value ;  with 
this  exception :  that,  instead  of  setting  forth 
the  capital  value,  all  notices  of  assessment  and 
the  roll  shall  set  forth  the  gross  value,  the 
value  of  improvements,  and  the  unimproved 
value  of  all  rateable  property  in  the  city, 
borough,  county,  or  district  for  which  such  roll 
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is  prepared ;  and  the  rates  of  sach  district 
shall  bo  made  and  levied  on  the  unimproved 
value  of  laud,  in  accordance  with  '  The  Bating 
Act,  1894,'  as  amended  by  this  Act." 

Then  there  is  provision  made  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  rating-power  under  the  Acts  of  1876 
and  1882,  and  this  provision  is  contained  in 
clause  10,  subsection  (1),  as  follows : — 

"  When  such  rating-power  or  rate  has  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  value  of  rateable  property, 
a  rating-power  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
shall  henceforth  be  exercised  or  imposed  re- 
spectively by  local  authorities  rating  under 
this  Act,  as  if  it  were  a  rating-power  or  rate  of 
three-farthings  in  the  pound  on  the  gross  value, 
as  defined  in  section  two  hereof,  and  so  on  a 
greater  or  smaller  sum  in  the  like  proportion 
for  a  greater  or  smaller  rating-power  or  rate 
than  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  annual 
value." 

There  is  a  proviso  in  this  clause  as  to  rates 
that  form  the  security  of  any  loan,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Provided  always  that,  in  the  case  of  any 
fixed  rate  which  forms  the  whole  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  security  for  any  loan,  if  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General  shall  at  any  time 
be  satisfied  that  the  change  above  mentioned  in 
the  mode  of  levying  rates  will  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  the  security  for  such  loan,  then  he 
may,  by  order  published  in  the  Oaietle,  fix  a 
rate  in  accordance  with  this  Act  which  shall  as 
nearly  as  may  be  produce  the  same  amount  as 
the  rate  levied  before  the  commencement  of 
this  Act,  and  thereafter  such  rate  shall  for  all 
purposes  whatsoever  be  the  rate  which  shall  be 
levied  in  lieu  of  the  rate  which  would  otherwise 
be  leviable  before  the  commencement  of  this 
Act." 

That  very  properly  provides  that  sufficient 
rates  shall  be  levied  as  security  for  any  loan. 
Clause  12  makes  provision  for  rating  upon  the 
gross  value.    This  clause  states, — 

"  When  any  local  authority,  not  having 
power  of  its  own  motion  to  adopt  this  Act,  is 
compelled  under  section  nine  hereof  to  mejce, 
levy,  and  recover  a  rate  under  this  Act ;  and 

"'  In  so  far  as  any  local  authority  is  authorised 
to  make,  levy,  and  recover  a  rate  on  behalf  of 
any  other  local  authority : 

"  The  Chairman  of  such  local  authority  shall 
forward  to  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes  a  copy 
of  the  resolution  imposing  such  rate,  together 
with  a  declaration  under  his  hand  in  the  Form 
B  in  the  schedule  hereto,  or  to  a  like  effect." 

I  have  now  referred  to  the  important  points, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Bill  is  purely  machinery 
matter.  The  principle  of  the  measure  is  that, 
in  future,  corporate  bodies,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
ratepayers,  may,  if  the  ratepayers  so  deter- 
mine, levy  rates  upon  the  unimproved  value ; 
or  the  ratepayers  may  determine  not  to  do  so. 
I  move,  Tliat  the  Bill  be  now  read  tlie  seccmd 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PH.iBAZYN.— Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  told  us  that  he  had  called  atten- 
tion to  a  number  of  the  points  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
Eon.  Mr.  Montgomery 


certainly  did  so  in  the  way  of  reading  the  aide* 

notes.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  utterly 
failed  to  give  any  reason  whatever  why  this 
Council  should  reverse  its  decision  of  last  year 
not  to  pass  the  Bill  which  came  to  it  then. 
This  Bill  contains  practically  the  remains  of 
the  Bill  we  then  amended,  and  which  now 
appears  as  the  Bating  Act  of  1893.  As  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  the  principle  is 
contained  in  clause  11,  which  is  controlled  by 
the  interpretation  contained  in  clause  2,  which 
reads  as  follows  :  "  '  Unimproved  value  of 
land '  means  the  gross  value  of  land,  as  herein 
defined,  less  the  value  of  all  improvements 
thereon."  That  is  the  whole  meaning  of  the 
Bill.  There  is  a  clause  in  this  Bill  which  I 
think  will  conflict  with  the  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Act.  I  notice,  In  look- 
ing up  that  Act — namely,  "The  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Act,  1835" — that  clause 
23  provides, — 

"  Contributions  from  each  of  such  local 
authorities  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  rateable  property,  as  defined 
in  *  The  Bating  Act,  1876,'  or  '  The  Bating 
Act,  1882,'  in  the  district  or  subdivision  repre- 
sented by  each  local  authority  respectively,  as 
may  be  provided  by  resolution  of  the  Board 
made  under  the  powers  herein  contained." 

The  Bating  Act  of  1876  defines  "rateable 
value"  as  "the  rate  at  which  such  property 
would  let  from  year  to  year,  including  improve- 
ments " ;  and,  under  the  Bating  Act  of  1882, 
"  rateable  property  "  means  "  all  land,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments  in  the  colony,  with 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  with 
the  following  exceptions,"  amongst  others: — 

"Lands,  not  exceeding  in  each  case  one 
hundred  acres  in  extent,  and  buildings  used 
for  a  public  asylum,  a  hospital,  or  lighthouse 
purposes,  and  lands  used  for  purposes  of  public 
plantations." 

Well,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  a  county 
adopts  this  Act  it  will  prevent  the  contribu- 
tion to  charitable  aid  being  levied  upon  it, 
because  the  terms  of  the  Aot  are  different  from 
the  terms  of  the  Bill  now  before  us.  Of  course, 
the  most  important  point,  apart  from  the 
principle  of  the  measure  as  regards  rating  on 
unimproved  value,  is  that  it  adopts  the  principle 
of  local  option.  It  says,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  explained,  that  each  locality  may, 
if  it  chooses,  bring  this  Act  into  operation.  If 
a  certain  resolution  is  carried, — if  the  voting  is 
in  that  direction,— then  the  rating  is  to  be 
on  the  unimproved  value  of  the  land  in  that 
particular  locality  for  a  specified  time.  Sir,  it 
appears  to  mo  that  if  this  principle  of  rating  is 
the  right  one — that  is,  the  principle  of  rating  on 
the  unimproved  value — it  ought  to  be  adopted 
universally.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  why 
in  some  particular  locality  this  species  of  local 
rating  should  apply  and  in  some  particular 
locality  the  rating  should  take  place  on  unim- 
proved values,  whilst  the  rating  under  the 
present  system,  including  land  and  everything 
on  it,  should  be  enforced  in  other  localities.  I 
really  cannot  understand  upon  what  grounds 
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local  option  is  to  be  altowed  in  such  a  case  as 
this.  The  only  result  will  be  that,  wherever 
it  appears  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  majority 
of  the  voters  to  have  the  rating  in  one  direction, 
it  will  be  carried  in  that  way ;  and  where  it 
appears  to  be  in  tlie  interest  of  another  party, 
they  will  carry  it  in  another  direction ;  but 
there  will  be  no  decision  as  to  whether  it  is 
a  right  or  a  wrong  thing  in  itself.  It  will  be 
simply  a  sort  of  local  fight  as  to  which  party 
should  prevail  in  the  district.  It  appears  to 
me  that  a  principle  of  this  kind  ought  to  be 
decided  by  the  supreme  Legislature,  and  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  localities  to  deal  with  as  they 
might  choose.  You  might  just  as  well  make 
criminal-law  a  matter  of  local  option,  and  de- 
clare that  in  some  parts  of  the  colony  sheep- 
stealing  should  be  an  offence  while  in  other 
parts  it  should  not.  No  doubt  there  are  many 
localities  in  which  it  may  be  very  convenient 
for  the  majority  of  the  voters  to  declare  that 
sheep-stealing  should  not  be  an  offence.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  might  be,  but  it  certainly 
does  not  seem  any  proper  ground  for  making 
any  distinction  of  that  sort  where  a  principle 
is  involved.  Sir,  what  are  rates  intended  for? 
Surely  rates  are  intended  to  pay  for  the  gene- 
ral conveniences  provided  by  localities, — for 
roads,  bridges,  and  so  forth, — and  the  whole 
principle  of  rating  has  been  that  those  who 
benefit  by  this  expenditure  should  pay  their 
fair  contribution  towards  it.  Roughly  speak- 
ing, it  may  fairly  be  said  that  the  persons 
who  are  in  occupation  and  have  made  im- 
provements, whether  in  the  shape  of  buildings 
or  agricultural  improvements,  are  probably 
more  benefited  by  expenditure  in  rates  than 
persons  who  hold  lands  without  having  made 
any  improvements  at  all,  and  who  are  possibly 
non-residents.  That  seems  to  be  a  reasonable 
principle.  It  may  be  somewhat  rough-and- 
ready,  but  still  it  is  a  principle  that  always 
has  been  applied,  and  it  appears  to  me  a 
very  fair  one.  But  that  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  adopt  is  a  totally  different  principle. 
It  is  proposed  to  abandon  this  principle,  and 
to  make  the  rates  so  as  to  relieve  persons  who 
happen  to  have  improvements,  whether  in 
the  shape  of  buildings  or  agricultural  improve- 
ments— to  relieve  them  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  have  not  made  improvements  on  their 
land,  possibly  because  they  are  unable  to  do  it. 
Well,  Sir,  taxation  in  this  form  is  certainly  a 
very  gross  kind  of  class  legislation.  It  is  an 
attempt  to  specially  tax  a  particular  part  of  the 
community  who  very  often  may  be  the  poorer 
part  of  the  community.  It  has  not  even  the 
excuse  of  taxing  the  rich  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor.  It  seems  to  me  very  likely  to  tax  the 
poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  A  man  with 
really  good  land,  occupied  and  considerably 
improved,  or  a  man  of  large  means,  can  improve 
his  property,  and  be  is  to  pay  little,  while  a 
man  who  has  very  bad  land,  on  which  it  is 
impossible  to  make  improvements,  or  a  man 
whose  means  may  be  deficient,  may  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  a  person  who  is  better  off  than 
himself.  We  know  that  the  valuations  of  1891 
for  the   boroughs   amounted   to   £36,400,000, 


and  the  improvements  were  of  the  value  of 
£18,400,000,  while  the  land  was  valued  at 
£18,000,000  ;  while  in  the  counties  the  land 
was  valued  at  £86,000,000,  and  the  improve- 
ments at  £28,000,000,  the  land  without  im- 
provements being  valued  at  £58,000,000,  in 
that  case  showing  that  the  land  was  of  con- 
siderably more  value  than  the  improvements. 
The  tendency  of  rating  on  the  unimproved 
value,  therefore,  would  be  to  increase  the  pro- 
portionate amount  of  taxes  so  far  aa  charitable 
aid  is  concerned,  which  is  taken  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  counties,  and  to  make  them  pay  a 
higher  proportion  than  they  contribute  now. 
Sir,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  know  what  are  the 
motives  which  have  induced  the  Government 
to  bring  forward  this  proposal.  I  suppose  there 
has  been  a  certain  amount  of  agitation  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  respecting  it.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  a  portion  of  the  ratepayers  may 
desire  to  shuffle  off  their  obligations  on  toother 
people.  I  can  quite  understand  and  believe 
that  people  with  splendid  warehouses  and  fine 
buildings  may  be  perfectly  willing  to  have  their 
properties  rated  upon  the  mere  value  of  the 
land,  and  so  throw  a  large  amount  of  the  rates 
upon  persons  who  have  not  these  buildings, 
warehouses,  and  so  forth.  There,  again,  it 
appears  to  me  the  tendency  will  be  for  the 
richer  ratepayer  to  escape  at  the  expense  of 
the  poorer  one.  Well,  Sir,  that  of  course  is  a 
mere  piece  of  selfishness,  which  I  think  ought 
not  to  be  encouraged  by  legislation  in  which 
this  Council  takes  part.  It  is  simply  an  unfair 
distribution  of  the  local  burdens  of  the  com- 
munity. But,  apart  from  that,  there  is,  no 
doubt,  an  idea  that  land  ought  to  bo  treated 
differently  from  any  other  kind  of  property. 
Under  the  various  theories  of  land-nationalisa- 
tion, single-tax,  and  so  forth,  there  is  a  party 
whose  theory  is  that  all  taxation  ought  to  fall 
upon  land,  and  upon  land  only.  No  doubt 
they  are  also  actuated  by  the  notion  that  if 
ail  the  taxation  is  thrown  upon  the  land  it 
will  force  people  to  improve  it,  and  to  employ 
labour  in  consequence.  Well,  I  very  much 
doubt  whether  it  will  have  that  effect  at  all ; 
but,  even  if  it  does,  it  does  not  at  all  follow 
that  even  that  good  ought  to  bo  obtained  by 
an  unfair  system  of  rating.  I  am  confirmed 
in  this  opinion  that  single-tax  notions  are  very 
much  at  the  bottom  of  the  theory — if  there  is  a 
theory — on  this  question  by  finding  that,  in 
another  place,  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  single- 
tax  principle  said  that,  in  principle,  not  even 
Henry  George  could  have  drafted  a  more 
logical  Bill  than  this,  and  he  urged  that  as  a 
reason  why  the  House  should  adopt  this  prin- 
ciple. Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  into  the 
question  of  whether  Henry  George  is  a  prophet 
or  not :  he  certainly  is  not  a  prophet  who  is 
honoured  in  his  own  country.  In  America 
Henry  George  is  considered  simply  a  crank 
and  nothing  else  ;  and  I  remember  a  friend 
of  mine,  an  exceptionally  able  man,  who  was 
once  master  of  the  Kelson  College,  who  told 
me  that  he  found  Henry  George's  book  one  of 
the  most  useful  books  he  was  acquainted  with. 
He  said,  "  I  found  it  extremely  useful  for  my 
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logic  class,  as  there  I  have  examples  of  all  the 
fallacies  that  could  possibly  be  brought  to- 
gether " ;  and  he  spoke  of  the  book  seriously 
as  useful  in  this  way.  It  is  amusing  to  find 
that  a  person  of  this  sort  is  now  to  regulate 
our  legislation  in  a  practical  form.  It  may  be 
just  worth  while,  with  reference  to  my  honour- 
able friend  opposite,  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Henry  George's  single-tax  doc- 
trines have  been  denounced  by  the  Catholic 
Church  as  most  immoral  and  pernicious,  and 
the  Bev.  Father  McGlynn  was,  I  think,  made 
to  withdraw  from  the  Anti-Poverty  Society 
in  New  York,  and  from  connection  with  Mr. 
Henry  George.  Now,  whatever  we  may 
think  of  the  theology  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
there  is  no  doubt  its  tendency  has  always 
been  to  advocate  the  interests  of  the  masses, 
and  certainly  not  to  advocate  the  interests 
of  the  rich;  but  it  has  always  been  actuated 
by  an  extreme  desire  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  in  any 
country  where  it  exercised  its  power,  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  authorities  of  that  Church 
would  have  taken  such  a  strong  stand  as  they 
have  taken  on  this  question  unless  they  had 
seen  the  mischievous  consequences  of  these 
doctrines  to  the  masses  of  the  people.  Now, 
so  much  has  been  talked  about  the  single- 
taz  principle  and  the  unearned  increment,  and 
so  forth,  that  it  is  really  worth  while  calling 

Sublic  attention  to  the  matter.  We  constantly 
ear  it  said  that  the  principle  laid  down  by 
Mill  of  the  unearned  increment  is  something 
which  is  to  be  taken  as  an  axiom.  Well, 
gentlemen  who  take  that  sort  of  view  seem 
never  to  read  anything  of  the  later  economists, 
and  they  pull  up  at  John  Stuart  Mill,  who  is 
a  very  admirable  authority  on  many  points, 
but  certainly  not  to  be  considered  infallible  at 
the  present  day.  A  great  many  of  his  pro- 
positions have  been  entirely  exploded,  and,  in 
fact,  the  whole  theory  of  economic  science 
has  been  enormously  changed  since  his  time. 
We  have,  for  instance,  first  of  all.  Professor 
Jevons,  who  entirely  altered  the  complexion  of 
the  whole  science  by  pointing  out  what  was  the 
true  theory  oC  value.  Then,  again,  there  is  Sir 
Louis  Mallet,  a  very  great  authority  on  the 
question  of  the  single  tax,  and  Professor  Mar- 
shall, who  also  repudiates  all  these  unearned- 
increment  ideas  ;  and  I  think  one  of  the  latest 
writers,  in  addition  to  Mallock,  who  has  written 
very  ably  on  the  question,  is  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
who  puts  the  subject  in  an  exceedingly  simple 
form  in  a  paragraph  which  I  will  quote,  in  his 
"  Unseen  Foundations  of  Society."  The  Duke 
of  Argyll  says,— 

"  This  universal  fact  that  value  depends  upon 
demand — that  is,  the  number  and  eagerness  of 
other  men  who  desire  to  possess  themselves  of 
the  product,  or  to  share  in  its  use,  together 
with  their  ability  to  pay  for  that  possession, 
and  necessity  to  pay  the  price  demanded  if 
they  are  to  get  the  article  at  all — is  the  best 
exposure  of  the  Capital  Letter  fallacy  in  J.  S. 
Mill's  well-known  formula  of  an  '  Unearned 
Increment '  in  the  value  of  things.  There  is 
one  answer  to  it  often  employed — that  it  de- 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn 


mands  an  equal  consideration  to  be  given  to 
'Unearned  Decrements.'  And  the  rejoinder  is 
just.  The  decrements  of  value  which  arise  on 
all  possessions  from  time  to  time,  and  which  do 
often  so  arise  in  spite  of  the  most  meritorious 
efforts  and  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  those  who 
lose  by  them,  are  as  common  as  the  corre- 
sponding increments.  .  .  .  So  far,  therefore, 
the  retort  that  Mill's  doctrine  is  unjust  and 
fallacious  unless  followed  to  its  logical  resnit 
as  to  '  decrements '  as  well  as  to  '  increments '  is 
more  than  a  mere  retort,  because  it  reveals  the 
unsoundness  of  the  reasoning,  and  the  typical 
deceptiveness  of  the  phrase  expressing  it.  But 
the  use  of  this  retort — even  the  use  of  the 
words — involves  some  concession  to  a  fallacy 
which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  otherwise.  That 
fallacy  ought  not  to  be  merely  utilised  for  a 
rejoinder.  It  ought  to  be  utilised  and  exposed. 
"  Mill's  formula  counts  as  '  earned  '  some 
imdefined  portion  of  the  market-value  of  things 
— which  portion  is  supposed  to  represent  the 
special  and  meritorious  work,  or  labour,  of  the 
owners ;  whilst  it  counts  as  ■  unearned  '  some 
other  portion  —  equally  undefined  —  which  is 
supposed  to  represent  nothing  but  the  value 
conferred  by  the  increased  demand  of  society. 
Bat  the  truth  is  obvious  the  moment  we  come 
to  think  of  it — that  the  lowest  scale  of  value 
has  precisely  the  same  contributory  elements 
in  its  composition  as  the  highest,  no  possession 
being  of  any  value  at  all  except  that  which 
arises  out  of  the  desires  and  wants  of  other  men, 
and  the  lowest  scale  of  price  being  just  as  much 
due  to  that  demand  as  the  highest.  The  whole  of 
this  doctrine  is  merely  one  of  the  developments 
of  the  fundamental  fallacy  of  Bicardo's  theory 
that  the  value  of  any  article  or  commodity  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  labour  or  meri- 
torious work  bestowed  upon  it.  Rlcardo  did  not 
push  his  doctrine  to  these  absurd  consequences. 
And  Professor  Marshall  has  made  a  gallant  and 
not  altogether  unsuccessful  attempt  to  show  that 
he  has  been  misinterpreted — his  ideas  ridden  to 
death  by  his  followers.  This  may  be  in  a  mea,- 
sure  true  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  Bicardo's 
own  doctrine  was  one-sided  in  an  extreme 
degree — vitiated  by  the  neglect  of  essential  ele- 
ments—and that  his  idea  of  the  absolute  pre- 
dominance of  what  he  called  '  labour '  as  the 
determining  element  of  value  was  essentially 
erroneous,  leading  to  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences in  English  economics.  It  is  easy  to 
see,  for  example,  how  it  led  to  the  speculative 
extremes  to  which  it  was  pushed  by  J.  S.  Mill. 
When  the  facts  of  value  are  obviously  seen  to 
be  departing  widely  from  the  assumed  law 
which  ought  under  the  theory  to  regulate  its 
measure,  the  natural  suggestion  which  arises  in 
the  mind  of  a  dogmatic  theorist  is  that  it  is 
'so  much  the  worse  for  the  facts,'  and  that 
natural  laws  ought  to  be  checked  and  sus- 
pended as  far  as  possible  by  artificial  and  arbi- 
trary human  action.  There  is  no  absurdity  of 
consequence,  as  we  have  seen,  which  will  not 
be  faced  by  men  in  this  frame  of  mind ;  and 
assuredly  no  consequence  could  do  more  vio- 
lence both  to  logic  and  the  moral  sense  than 
that  which  would   follow,  and  has    actually 
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faUotred,  from  the  idea  which  underlies  the 
tesehing  on  this  subject  of  J.  3.  Mill." 

That,  Sir,  in  a  very  short  form,  is  really  the 
eneotial  reply  to  the  single-tax  and  unearned- 
increment  argument.  Then,  it  appears  that 
vhat  is  objected  to  is  speculation  in  land, 
becaose  somehow  or  other,  land  being  different 
from  anything  else,  it  is  supposed  there  ought 
to  be  no  value  in  it  which  is  caused  by  the 
action  of  other  people,  just  as  if  even  the  rate  of 
wages  is  not  as  mnch  caused  by  demand  over 
which  the  labourer  may  have  no  control  what- 
ever. As  to  property  in  land,  I  really  cannot 
see  why  there  should  be  all  this  jealousy 
about  it.  After  all,  what  is  meant  by  it  ?  It 
only  means  having  the  sole  use  of  the  property 
bestowed  npon  the  individual  who  happens 
to  possess  it  at  the  time.  Sometimes  it  will 
rise  in  value,  and  sometimes  it  falls,  like  any 
other  article  which  is  considered  property :  this 
Bill  is  practically  an  attempt  to  destroy  land 
as  property.  It  is  not  to  be  treated  like  any 
other  property.  As  John  Austin  defines  pro- 
perty, "  Property  is  every  right  to  a  thing  which 
IS  indefinite  in  point  of  user  " :  that  is,  any  pro- 
perty  a  man  has  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do 
what  he  likes  with.  There  is  no  definite  point 
at  which  the  law  steps  in  and  says,  "  You  have 
no  right  to  ose  it  for  this  particular  purpose." 
But  now  it  is  proposed  under  this  Bill  to  say, 
"  Von  may  use  land  to  build  upon,  to  grow  things 
npon,  but  not  for  exchange  purposes,  not  for 
■peculation :  at  least,  if  you  do,  it  will  be  spe- 
cially taxed,  and  practically  you  will  have  it 
nltunately  taken  from  you  by  way  of  taxation." 
This  interference  with  the  right  of  the  free  ex- 
change of  land  is  just  as  bad  as  interference  with 
the  ri^ht  of  free  exchange  in  any  other  thing. 
In  principle  it  is  part  of  the  Protection  policy 
which  has  been  so  injurious  to  this  and  to  the 
other  colonie<i,  and  it  has  to  a  certain  extent, 
an  intentional  result  to  force  men  to  improve 
tbeir  property  wbe^i  really  it  does  not  pay  to 
do  so— diverting  capital  from  employment  in 
which  it  may  be  used  to  cases  in  which  it  is 
not  advisable  to  employ  it.  Take  the  case  of 
oar  occupied  lands  in  towns  :  there  is  always  a 
certain  demand  for  houses,  and  a  certain  de- 
mand (or  shops,  stores,  and  so  forth  ;  and  under 
this  Act  you  are  to  penalise  a  man  who  does 
not  make  improvements  on  his  land,  by  taxing 
him  at  a  greater  rate  than  a  person  who  has 
built  is  taxed.  You  are  practically  forcing  him 
to  produce  more  in  the  way  of  building  dwelling- 
faooBcs  or  other  kinds  of  buildings  than  are  re- 
quired at  the  particular  time,  thereby  diverting 
capital  from  the  coarse  it  would  naturally  take 
into  a  coarse  which  is  relatively  unprofitable, 
and  which  will  ultimately  be  injurious  to  the 
community  as  a  whole.  It  is  forcing  capital 
and  labour  into  wrong  channels  ;  and  that  is  at 
ihe  bottom  of  the  fallacy  and  the  mischief  of 
protective  interference  with  the  free  exchange 
of  property,  no  matter  of  what  kind  it  may  be. 
Sir,  believing  this  Bill  is  unjust  and  mischievous 
in  principle,  and  if  made  operative  in  any  dis- 
trict will  be  especially  oppressive  to  the  poorer 
owners  of  property,  and  also  believing  that 
there  is-no  demand  for  it  in  the  country  as  a 


whole,  I  move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   BEPRBSENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  27th  September,  1894. 


First  Beading— Sovernment  Bailways  Bill— Shops 
and  Shop-assistants  BUI— New  Zealand  Consols 
BUI.  

Mr.  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

PIBST  BEADING. 
Water-supply  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legis- 
lative Council  stating  that  the  Council  hod 
passed  this  Bill,  with  amendments  in  which 
they  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  desired  to  draw  attention  to 
one  amendment  whioh  might  appear  to  be  an 
infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House — 
namely,  that  portion  of  new  clause  10  dealing 
with  salaries,  in  case  the  extension  of  the  ap- 
pointments of  Commissioners  took  place.  Such 
an  amendment  could  not,  of  coarse,  originate 
in  the  Legislative  Council ;  but,  as  this  pro- 
vision was  In  the  Bill  passed  by  the  House,  he 
did  not  regard  the  transference  of  the  provision 
from  the  4th  clause  to  the  10th  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  but  thought 
it  right  to  mention  the  matter. 

^Ir.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Bill  be  approved  of.  The  only 
material  alteration  was  a  provision  giving 
power  to  the  officers  to  inflict  penalties,  and 
to  suspend  junior  officers  or  employes,  subject 
to  the  right  of  appeal.  That  power  wa?  in  the 
original  Act.  It  was  a  power  which  was  also 
in  other  Acts — for  instance,  that  dealing  with 
the  Survey  Department — so  that  he  did  not 
think  it  was  out  of  the  way  to  put  such  a 
power  in  this  Bill.  Otherwise,  the  amend- 
ments were  simply  of  a  technical  character, 
and  improved  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  like  the  Minister 
to  inform  the  House  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  appoint  a  Minister 
of  Railways,  and,  if  so,  did  the  Government 
intend  to  ask  the  House  to  sanction  an  Act 
authorising  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
Ministers ;  and,  if  such  was  intended,  what 
salary,  if  emy,  they  proposed  to  pay  the  new 
Minister. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wished  to  point  out  one 
amendment  in  the  Bill  —  the  words  "  All 
persons  now  in  the  service  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners  who  were  in  the  Civil  Service 
immediately  before  the  first  of  January,"  and 
so  on.  Suppose  there  was  a  Railway  Com- 
missioner who  had  been  in  the  Civil  Service, 
would  he  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  dur- 
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ing  the  time  he  viaa  a.  Railway  Cominissioner  ? 
He  seemed  to  be  exempted  from  this  Act.  He 
understood,  when  the  Bill  was  going  through 
the  House,  that  provision  would  be  made  for 
those  Commissioners  who  were  in  the  Civil 
Service  before  their  appointment  as  Commis- 
sioners. Were  they  to  be  entitled  to  any  com- 
pensation ?  He  referred  to  the  three  old  Com- 
missioners. Two  of  the  present  Commissioners 
bad  also  been  in  the  Civil  Service  :  were  thoy 
to  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  ?  The  way 
the  Bill  read  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  any 
— neither  the  old  Commissioners  nor  the  pre- 
sent ones. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said,  in  reply  to  the  last  ques- 
tion, he  did  not  see,  himself,  why  the  Com- 
missioners should  be  differently  treated  from 
the  workmen. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  they  were  in  the  Bill. 

ill.  SEDDON  said  their  status,  as  regarded 
the  Civil  Service,  was  retained,  and  properly  so. 
It  was  so  under  the  original  Act,  and  it  was 
quite  light  to  retain  it  in  this  Bill.  But  as 
to  the  time  they  had  been  acting  as  Commis- 
Bloners  and  receiving  large  salaries— very  much 
larger  than  they  were  receiving  when  in  the 
Civil  Service,  or  would  have  received  if  they 
had  been  retained  in  the  Civil  Service — he 
thought  those  increased  salaries  compensated 
them  for  what  they  would  have  obtained  as 
compensation  if  they  had  remained  the  whole 
time  in  the  Civil  Service.  If  that  was  not 
dear  he  would  look  into  the  matter  to  see 
that  it  was  carried  out. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  honourable  member  to  subsection 
(5.)  That  might  be  held  to  apply  to  two  of  the 
present  Commissioners,  and  the  result  would 
be,  for  example,  that  Mr.  McKerrow  would  get 
his  compensation  for  the  whole  time,  while 
Mr.  Hannay  would  be  deprived  of  his.  He 
did  not  think  that  was  fair. 

Iilr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  inquire  into 
the  matter.  He  was  told  that  a  computation 
of  Mr.  Hannay's  and  Mr.  Maxwell's  compen- 
sation had  been  made  and  they  had  been  paid 
for  the  time  referred  to.  He  might  say  he  was 
rather  surprised  at  that  himself. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  about  the  other 
one? 

Jtlr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  other  one ; 
Mr.  McKerrow  had  been  retained  in  the  service. 
He  understood  that  compensation  had  been 
computed  for  the  time  they  had  been  Rail- 
way Commissioners.  He  was  going  to  inquire 
into  that,  to  see  whether  it  was  so  or  not,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  law.  The  Audit  Department  was,  of 
course,  responsible,  if  that  were  so.  At  all 
events,  he  would  look  into  the  matter,  because 
he  did  not  desire  them  to  be  treated  differently 
from  the  workmen.  He  heard  the  other  day  of 
a  workman  who  had  been  retired,  and  for  the 
whole  time  he  had  been  working  on  the  rail- 
ways for  the  past  five  years  he  had  only  re- 
ceived three  months'  compensation;  whilst,  of 
cour.^e,  had  he  been  in  the  Civil  Service  he 
would  have  received  a  month  for  every  year. 
However,  he  would  look  into  the  matter  and 
Sir  B.  Stout 


make  it  clear.  The  points  raised  by  the  honoui^ 
able  member  for  Eden  were — (1)  Whether  the 
Government  this  session  intended  to  bring  down 
a  Bill  asking  the  House  to  increase  the  noinber 
of  Ministers ;  and  (2)  if  the  answer  was  in  the 
affirmative,  what  would  be  the  salary  of  the 
Minister  for  Railways  ?  He  might  say  the  Go- 
vernment hod  come  to  no  decision  yet  upon 
the  subject.  Of  course,  until  they  had  decided 
as  to  the  appointment  of  an  extra  Minister,  it 
would  be  out  of  place  to  mention  the  question 
of  salary.  The  Government,  at  all  events, 
would  not  take  charge  until  the  1st  January- 
next,  and,  in  the  meantime,  there  would  be  the 
salaries  of  the  present  Commissioners  to  pay ; 
so  that  was  practically  nine  months  of  the  year 
gone.  The  question  then  was  raised  whether, 
for  the  three  months,  it  was  advisable  to 
appoint  another  Minister,  and  put  upon  the 
colony  the  expense  of  his  salary,  or  whether 
they  might  not  manage  from  the  1st  January 
till  the  House  met  next  session  with  the  pre- 
sent number  of  Ministers.  These  were  ques- 
tions which  the  Government  must  consider. 
Efficiency  should  be  maintained  in  the  railway 
service,  and  if  savings  could  be  effected  it 
would  bo  a  proper  thing  to  do.  Ministers  were 
very  hard  worked  at  present,  and  there  might 
probably  be  a  readjustment.  He  had  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  take  the  position  of 
Minister  of  Railways,  but  the  Government  had 
come  to  no  final  conclusion  on  the  matter. 
When  the  Government  arrived  at  a  conclusiim 
he  would  inform  honourable  members.  He  did 
not  know  that  there  ever  was  a  time  when  he 
had  stood  up  in  his  place  in  that  House  and 
felt  so  gratified  as  he  did  now  at  finding  that, 
at  last,  after  a  long  struggle,  the  people  had 
hod  returned  to  them  a  property  which  should 
never  have  been  taken  from  them. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  stating  that  the  Council  had  passed 
this  Bill  with  amendments,  and  asking  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved,  That  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  clauses  8, 
3,  new  clause  t),  and  new  clause  16a  be  dis- 
agreed with,  and  that  the  other  amendments 
be  agreed  to.  The  amendment  made  in  clause 
2  was  a  vital  amendment.  That  was  an 
amendment  which  defined  a  shop  as  a  place 
in  which  a  person  worked  for  hire,  and  it 
exempted  from  the  Act  all  shops  in  which  no 
paid  shop-assistant  was  employed.  He  need 
not  detain  the  House  by  giving  a  series  of 
arguments  why  he  did  not  think  that  amend- 
ment should  be  accepted.  The  question  had 
been  discussed  in  that  House  four  or  five  times 
in  as  many  years.  Ho  could  point  oat,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  Bill  of  1831  contained  that 
exemption,  or  something  like  it ;  but  that  ex- 
emption was  struck  out  by  a  considerable 
majority,  of  which  he  formed  one  himself.  In 
1892, 1803,  and  this  year  the  Government  had 
positively  refused  to  accept  any  such  amend- 
ment in  the  Bill.    He  had  already  stated  that 
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the  Oovernment  vrould  drop  the  Bill  if  such  an 
amendment  were  carried.     Nevertheless  they 
loand  that  the  Coancil  carried  this  amendment, 
and   when   the  GoTemment  recommitted  the 
elaose  the  Council  sustained  the  amendment  by 
a  majority  of  two  to  one.    It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  amendment  stood  on  a  totally 
different  footing  from  the  exemption  of   any 
particular  trade  from  the  Act.  There  might  be, 
and  there  was,  some  necessity  and  fairness  in 
exempting  the  whole  of  a  certain  trade  from 
the  operation  of  the  Act.     But  there  could 
be,  from  his  view,  no  fairness   or  reason   for 
exempting,  say,  one -third  of  the  shops  in  a 
particular  trade  from  the  Act  while  bringing 
the  other  two-thirds  under  it.  This  amendment 
made  it  an  oSence  to  employ  paid  labour.     He 
did  not  think  a  man  should  be  punished  for 
employing  labour  and  paying  it.    This  was  an 
amendment  which    gave   an   advantage   to   a 
man    employing    labour  and    not    paying   it. 
This  was  an  amendment  which  enabled  a  man 
to  treat  his  own  flesh  and   blood  very  much 
worse  than  he  would   treat  hired   assistants. 
He  did  not  think  that  was  right.    But,  whether 
it  was  right  or  whether  it  was  wrong,  the  in- 
justice  remained  that  under  this  amendment  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  shops  in  each 
trade  would  be  closed,  while  a  certain  proportion 
would  be  left  open ;  so  that  for  giving  a  man  a 
holiday  and  paying  him  the  employer  of  labour 
would  be  punished  and  would  lose  a  certain 
amount  of  trade.     He  did  not  think  there  was 
an  appreciable  number  of  shops  in  the  colony 
oQ      which   depended    for   their  existence 
and   their  profit  on  keeping  open  on 
ereiT  afternoon  in  the  week.     He  quite  ad- 
mitted that,  when  the  early-closing  Bill  was 
introduced    some  years  ago,  under  which  all 
these  small  shops  would  have  been  closed  every 
evening  except  one,  there  was  something  in  the 
cry  that  such  a  Bill  would  ruin  a  considerable 
number  of  small  shopkeepers.    The  opposition 
to  the  shop-hours  regulations  on  the  part  of 
■mall  shopkeepers  was  in  connection  with  the 
early-closing  movement ;  but  he  did  not  think 
there  was  nearly  the  same  amount  of  feeling 
with  regard   to  the  half-holiday  Act,  and  he 
did  not  think  an  appreciable  amount  of  injury 
would  be  done  to  any  shopkeepers  by  a  half- 
boliday  Act.     He  knew  that  large  numbers  of 
■mall  shopkeepers  who  did  not  employ  labour 
were  very  anxious  to  have  this  Act  passed — ^pro- 
vided, as  they  expressed  it,  that  they  should  all 
shut  together.      Slany  of   them  were  just  as 
anxious  for  a  half-holiday  for  themselves  and 
their  families  as  were  any  of  the  employers  of 
labonr.    Moreover,   if  this   amendment   were 
retained,  it  would  not  merely  exempt  shops 
worked  by  families  or  by  widows  with  their 
children.     This  not  only  exempted  shops  con- 
dacted  by  families,  but  it  exempted  shops  in 
which  labour  was  employed  without  payment 
of  wages  in  money ;   any  one  who  knew  any- 
thing about  the  indtistries  in  towns  must  know 
the  large  extent  to  which  assistants  might  be 
employed  who  got  no  money  payment  in  return ; 
and  the  extent  to  which  such  an  amendment 
as  this  would  go  caused  him  to  ask  that  that 


amendment  be  not  agreed  to.  It  would,  of 
course,  be  said  that  small  shopkeepers  as  a 
class  were  wholly  opposed  to  the  Act  without 
that  amendment ;  but,  if  that  were  the  case, 
he  could  not  have  possibly  come  to  that  House 
as  a  representative  of  Ghristchurch.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  those  who  supported  this 
Act  were  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  they 
were  returned  for  the  suburbs  and  boroughs, 
and  would  not  probably  otherwise  have  been 
returned  at  the  general  election,  because  small 
shopkeepers  in  those  constituencies  might  be 
said  to  a  great  extent  to  have  had  the  power 
to  dominate  as  a  body  the  elections  of  that 
time.  And,  if  they  were  as  a  whole  opposed  to 
this  Act  without  the  amendment,  the  present 
representatives  would  not  have  been  returned, 
because  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
those  whom  this  amendment  would  ruin  would 
have  returned  in  almost  every  case  a  member 
to  that  House  prepared  to  support  the  Bill 
and  oppose  that  particular  amendment.  With 
regard  to  another  point,  the  Council  had  done 
what  he  thought  was  most  objectionable  in  re- 
gard to  fixing  the  half-holiday  by  local  option. 
There  were  some  classes  of  trades  that  got  a 
great  deal  of  their  trade  given  to  them  on 
holidays,  and  whose  shops  were  kept  open  on 
holidays  for  the  convenience  of  the  holiday- 
making  public,  and  of  the  public  who  were 
not  at  work  on  those  days.  It  was  obvious 
that  it  would  be  an  injury  to  shut  them  on 
the  holidays  and  deprive  them  of  a  certain 
amount  of  their  trade.  There  was  no  objection 
to  shut  them  on  some  other  day ;  they  were 
prepared  to  submit  to  that.  But,  instead  of 
allowing  this  clause  to  remain,  under  which, 
for  example,  if  a  Saturday  half -holiday  were 
mode  general  in  VVoUington  Cit}',  hairdressers 
kept  their  half-holiday  on  Thursday  and  the 
butchers  and  photographers  on  Thursday,  the 
Council  had  struck  that  clause  out  altogether, 
and  it  had  put  in  a  clause  to  say  that  a  spe- 
cial day  might  be  appointed  for  butchers  and 
photographers.  It  bad  exempted  hairdressers 
from  the  Act  altogether — a  quite  unnecessary 
and  improper  thing  to  do,  he  thought— and  it 
had  made  no  provision  whatever  for  any  other 
holiday  except  for  butchers  and  photographers. 
Then,  again,  the  Council  had  put  in  a  new 
clause — clause  9  —  one  passage  of  which  was 
ungrammatical,  and  another  of  which  did  not 
express  what  it  was  meant  to  express.  The 
Council  had  also  inserted  a  new  and  import- 
ant clause  dealing  with  banks  and  merchants" 

offices.     Under  this  clause 

"  The  closing-hour  of  all  offices  shall  be  not 
later  than  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  each 
week-day  except  Saturday,  when  the  closing- 
hour  shall  be  not  later  than  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon :  Provided  that  cashiers,  lodgcr- 
keeners,  and  cash-book  keepers  in  any  office 
shall,  before  leaving  their  offices,  balance  the 
books  in  their  charge  of  the  day's  transactions ; 
and  provided,  further,  that  exception  shall  be 
made  in  respect  of  not  exceeding  six  days  in 
each  calendar  month,  when  employes  may  be 
required  to  return  to  work  after  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening  for  not  exceeding  three  hours 
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in  any  one  day.  It  is  further  provided  that  this 
section  eholl  not  apply  to  Bhipping,  tramway, 
and  newspaper  ofSces." 

He  did  not  object  to  the  principle  of  this 
clause,  and  he  was  not  asking  the  House  to 
object  to  it  for  any  other  reason  than  that  be 
thought  it  could  not  be  worked  unless  the 
qualifications  in  it  were  greatly  modified.  He 
must  therefore  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with 
that  amendment.  He  moved,  That  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
clauses  2,  8,  new  clause  9,  and  new  clause  IGa. 
of  the  shop  and  Shop-assistants  Bill  be  dis- 
agreed with  ;  that  the  rest  of  the  amendments 
be  agreed  to ;  sjid  that  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Tanner, 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  Managers  to  draw 
up  reasons  for  so  disagreeing. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  the  Hen.  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  in  his  remarks  on  this  Bill,  had 
failed  to  tell  the  House  anything  about  the 
most  important  injury  that  would  bo  inflicted 
under  the  Bill  as  now  altered  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  in  regard  to  opening  of  grog- 
shops. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  suggested  that  it  would 
be  better  to  deal  with  the  first  amendment  by 
itself,  with  reference  to  shops  keeping  open 
where  no  labour  was  employed,  because  he 
intended  to  take  a  division  on  that.  To  his 
mind,  the  Council  had  improved  the  Bill  by 
this  aipiendment,  notwithstanding  all  that  had 
been  said  by  the  Minister  of  Labour,  and  he 
believed  that  experience  would  show  that,  if 
this  amendment  were  not  retained  in  the  Bill, 
they  would  ruin  hundreds  of  small  tradespeople 
in  the  colony.  He  knew,  from  private  corre- 
spondence he  had  received,  that  the  very 
class  of  people  that  this  was  proposed  to  help 
were  going  to  be  ruined.  There  was  no  use  in 
trying  to  evade  this  view  of  the  question.  If 
they  prevented  those  workmen  whose  wives 
«nd  families  were  carrying  on  small  businesses 
from  assisting  to  support  their  families  it  would 
bring  that  class  of  people  to  ruin.  There  was 
no  question  about  that.  It  did  not  matter 
what  day  it  was.  These  people  in  many  in- 
stances lived  in  their  own  shops,  and  were  en- 
deavouring to  earn  a  little  to  add  to  the  earn- 
ings of  their  husbands,  and  it  would  be  a  most 
cruel  thing  to  prevent  them  from  earning  an 
honest  living.  If  the  majority  of  the  House 
wore  unanimous  with  regard  to  this  class  of 
legislation,  which  would  simply  ruin  the  small 
working  tradesman,  he  said  that  those  who 
supported  this  class  of  legislation  would  have 
to  take  the  responsibility  for  it.  For  his  part, 
he  would  not  take  such  a  responsibility,  for  he 
would  divide  the  House  on  it,  and  those  honour- 
able members  who  were  prepared  to  support 
this  class  of  legislation  could  record  their  votes 
in  favour  of  it,  and  those  who  thought  it  would 
injure  a  large  number  of  people  could  vote 
against  it.  He  begged  to  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  this  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  the  Bill  ought 
to  be  passed  as  it  left  that  Chamber,  or  else  the 
legislation  on  the  subject  should  be  repealed 
altogether.  Either  one  position  or  the  other 
ought  to  be  taken  up. 
Mr.  Beeve$ 


Sir  B.  STOUT  did  not  know  bow  the  amend- 
ment was  to  be  put ;  but  he  intended  to  mon. 
That  the  amendments  moved  in  lines  22,  23, 
and  24,  clause  2,  be  disagreed  with.  They  re- 
lated to  the  opening  of  hotel  bars.  This  clause 
had  already  been  discussed  in  the  House,  and 
aiHrmed  by  a  considerable  majority.  What  he 
objected  to  was  this :  He  thought  it  was  very 
unfair  that  the  amendment  should  have  bean 
made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Minister.  He 
understood  that  he  urged  the  Committee  in 
another  place  to  strike  this  amendment  out, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  very  fair  that  the 
honourable  member  should  go  to  a  Committee 
of  another  place  to  urge  them  to  amend  the 
Bill  in  that  direction.  He  would  only  point 
out  that  in  England,  in  the  Shop  Bill,  —  a 
totally  difierently-constructed  Bill  from  this, 
he  admitted, — a  publichouse  bar  was  declared 
to  be  a  shop  ;  and  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber talked  about  small  shopkeepers  working 
their  families  without  payment  for  long  hours, 
that  applied  tenfold  to  hotel  bars,  which  were 
allowed  to  be  kept  open  till  eleven  o'clock  in 
some  places,  and  ten  o'clock  in  others.  Was  it 
fair  that  a  barmaid  attending  at  a  bar  should 
be  differently  treated  from  a  shop-girl  who  had 
to  attend  in  a  shop  ?  The  associations  in  a  shop 
were  far  better  for  the  shop-girl  than  were 
the  associations  of  a  bar  for  a  bar-girl.  He 
thought  it  was  entirely  unfair  that  a  barmaid 
or  a  barman  should  be  put  in  a  different  posi- 
tion from  a  shop-assistant.  So  far  as  health 
was  concerned,  it  could  not  be  said  for  one 
moment  that  people  employed  in  bars  had  not 
as  much  right  to  be  looked  siter  as  assistants 
in  shops.  He  asked  the  House  to  look  at  it 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  Was  it  not  an 
absurdity  that  a  man  should  be  prevented  from 
selling  sugar  on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  when  he 
was  allowed  to  sell  whiskey  ?  He  was  sure  that 
such  an  argument  could  have  no  logical  stand- 
ing in  the  House.  They  all  knew  what  the 
result  would  be  if  there  was  a  half-holiday  foe 
factories  and  shop-hands  and  the  bars  were 
kept  open.  It  would  be  an  injury  to  workmen 
— a  temptation  to  them  to  waste  their  means. 
He  asked  the  House,  so  far  as  this  amend- 
ment was  concerned — the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Cunedin  City 
(Mr.  W.  Hutchison) — to  disagree  with  its  being 
struck  out. 

Mr.  REEVES  wished  to  moke  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
made  a  very  unfair  imputation  against  him.  It 
would  be  imagined  from  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  went  to 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  to 
urge  that  this  particular  amendment  should  be 
struck  out.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  went  to 
tbe  Committee  to  speak  generally  on  the  Bill ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  dealing  with  a  large 
number  of  other  subjects,  he  dealt  with  thia 
one,  and  said  then  what  he  had  said  in  that 
House,  without  any  alteration  or  concealment. 
Whether  they  thought  it  right  or  not  that  pub- 
lichouses  should  be  closed  half  a  day  in  the 
week,  he  was  not  going  to  argue  that,  ajud  he 
did  not  do  so,  either  before  the  Committee  or  in. 
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tiie  Hoose.  What  he  did  say  was  that  the  Bill 
was  not  the  right  place  for  it — for  such  a  provi- 
sion. 

SiiB.  STOUT.— Why? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  because  the  Licensing 
Act  was  the  proper  place. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Why,  then,  was  it  not  so  in 
England? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  because,  as  the  honourable 
Mntleman  knew,  they  did  not  shut  up  the  pub- 
uehouses  in  England  on  a  weekly  half -holiday. 
Kow,  he  said  to  the  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive  Council  that  it  might  be  said  that,  if  they 
were  to  reserve  this  amendment  for  the  Licens- 
ing Bill,  the  Licensing  Bill  might  not  coma 
before  them  at  all — that  the  House  might  not 
jass  that  Bill  this  session,  and  therefore  it 
would  not  go  to  the  Council,  and  consequently 
they  would  not  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
provinon  for  it  there.  But  that  was  not  his 
idea  at  all.  He  said,  if  the  Committee  thought 
(hat  pablichonses  should  be  shut  up  on  the 
half-holiday,  and  there  was  no  chance  of  their 
patting  it  into  the  Licensing  Bill — he  would 

g refer  that,  rather  than  put  it  in  the  Shops 
ill,  they  should  put  it  in  the  Factories 
Bill,  which  it  was  entirely  in  the  Council's 
power  to  do.  That  would  be  a  bettor  place 
WC  it,  seeing  that  the  factories  half-holiday 
was  that  observed  by  the  mass  of  the  popula- 
tk>n.  It  was  an  absurdity  to  put  this  in  the 
fibop-assistants  Bill,  when  they  knew  that  the 
tbop-assistants  did  not  form  the  mass  of  the 
popnlatiOD,  and  if  there  was  one  class  of  the 
Bopolation  that  did  not  resort  to  the  publio- 
xiaiues  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  drink  it 
was  the  shopmen  and  shop-girls. 

Hi.  HOGG  said,  with  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  be  led  away  by 
them.  The  honourable  member  had  suggested 
that  if  the  small  shops  were  closed  it  meant 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  business  com- 
suinity  would  be  ruined.  He  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  spoken  under  a  mis- 

rehension  of  the  facts.  The  experiment  of 
ng  both  small  and  large  shops  had  been 
very  well  tried  daring  the  last  year  or  two  in 
the  coantiy  districts,  and  he  could  speak  with 
Kgard  to  tolerably  large  towns  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, and  say  it  had  worked  remarkably  well. 
The  small  traders  had  voluntarily  closed  their 
{semises  in  the  same  way  as  the  larger  busi- 
ness people,  and  he  was  not  aware  of  a  single 
instance  in  which  this  had  resulted  in  ruin. 
Whenever  an  innovation  of  a  beneficial  charac- 
ter was  proposed  a  class  of  ruin-mongers  were 
eODtinoally  predicting  misfortune  of  this  kind. 
To  his  mind,  they  resembled  very  much  the 
miner  who  on  one  occasion  tumbled  into  a 
shaft,  and,  thinking  he  was  going  to  eternity, 
instead  of  travelling  down  a  very  short  distance, 
hong  on  by  his  finger-tips  till  daylight,  and 
then  discovered  he  was  only  about  six  inches 
from  the  bottom.  There  was  no  ruin  whatever 
impending  over  the  heads  of  the  small  shop- 
keepers. He  would  ask  this  question :  Were 
those  honourable  gentlemen  that  interfered 
with  the  Bill  in  this  matter  animated  by  a 


desire  to  assist  the  small  shopkeepers,  to  assist 
the  widows,  or  those  who  bad  families,  to  obtain 
a  living;  or  were  they  not  animated  by  a  de- 
sire to  bring  suoh  men  as  the  Chinese  traders 
into  aotive  competition  with  the  European  em- 
ployers of  labour,  who  had  some  little  regard 
for  their  servants,  and  wished  to  give  their 
shop-assistants  a  reasonable  holiday  ?  His  im-- 
pression  was  that  they  were  less  animated  by 
sympathy  with  the  widows  and  families  of  shop- 
keepers, and  the  small  people  generally,  than 
by  an  entire  want  of  sympathy  with  the  very 
large  number  of  shop-assistants  we  had  in 
this  colony.  He  contended  that  if  the  views 
which  emanated  from  those  honourable  gentle- 
men were  not  prompted  by  that  spirit  they 
ought  to  assist  in  giving  protection  and  relief 
to  the  large  as  well  as  the  small  traders.  So 
far  as  Wellington  was  concerned,  the  small 
traders  that  would  benefit  by  the  Council's 
proposal  consisted  very  largely  of  Chinese. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  regretted  that  when  this 
Bill  was  in  Committee  he  had  not  the  oppor- 
tunity, through  having  to  occupy  the  chair,  of 
expressing  his  views  upon  some  of  the  clauses 
in  it.  He  took  this  opportunity  of  warning 
the  Government  that  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
by  his  radical  and  hasty  legislation  in  the 
interests  of  what  he  called  the  cause  of  labour, 
was  doing  what  would  ultimately  rain  the 
Liberal  party :  that  was  to  say,  he  was 
legislating  in  a  direction  that  was  unfair,  and 
would  have  a  most  detrimental  effect  upon  the 
libeifty  of  the  subjeot.  And  this  was  one  of 
those  important  points  in  the  Bill  for  amend- 
ing which  in  the  manner  they  had  done  he 
thought  every  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
Xiegislative  Council.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  give  a  half-holiday  to  the  shop-assistants — 
to  the  persons  who  were  hired  and  required  to 
work  for  their  masters ;  but,  if  the  master, 
whether  male  or  female,  chose  to  carry  on 
business,  he  or  she  ought  to  have  free  liberty 
to  carry  on  the  business  how  or  in  what 
manner  he  or  she  liked.  That  was  the  prin- 
ciple which  actuated  the  Legislative  Council  in 
making  this  amendment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Because  they  did  not 
understand  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  know  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  had  that  ex- 
perience in  business  matters  that  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  hEwd — men  who  had  grown 
old  in  dealing  with  this  and  other  matters, 
while  the  honourable  member  was  quite  young 
and  had  no  experience  as  to  these  things.  He 
(Sir.  Guinness)  certainly  took  exception  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  what  he 
did  in  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Legislative  Council  to  advocate  the  passage 
of  this  Bill,  or  in  attending  there  at  all.  It 
was  not  the  duty  of  any  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  advocate,  coerce, 
or  dictate  to  the  Council  how  they  should 
deal  with  a  particular  measure.  He  said  this 
was  absolutely  improper,  and  the  very  fact  of 
that  honourable  gentleman,  of  all  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown,  going  to  the  Committee  of 
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the  liegialative  Oounoil  and  attempting  to  do 
snoh  a  thing  was  bound  to  have  the  very  con- 
trary effect  to  that  which  he  expected  it  would 
have.  It  was  more  likely  to  cause  the  mutila- 
tion by  the  Council  of  the  Bill  sent  up  from 
the  House  than  anything  else. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  had  been  dona  re- 
peatedly. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  that,  then,  such  con- 
duct ought  to  be  stopped.  This  House  and  this 
Parliament  should  not  for  one  moment  allow 
any  Minister  of  the  Grown  or  any  member  of 
the  House,  when  a  Bill  had  once  passed  it,  to 
be  permitted  to  go  to  the  other  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  to  influence  members  of 
that  Chamber  to  give  effect  to  legislation  passed 
in  the  House.  The  honourable  member  might 
laugh,  but  he  did  not  think  the  practice  was 
a  sound  and  proper  one,  and  he  believed  if 
such  a  thing  had  been  done  by  past  Govern- 
ments it  would  have  been  found  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  when  he  was 
in  opposition,  would  have  been  one  of  the  very 
first  to  get  up  and  use  the  most  harsh  and 
strong  language  against  the  conduct  of  any 
Minister  who  did  such  a  thing.  This  motion 
to  disagree  with  the  Council's  amendments 
was  one  he  could  not  support.  He  hoped  a 
division  would  be  taken  upon  it,  so  that  they 
might  see  what  members  were  in  favour  of 
psissiDg  the  drastic  legislation  that  was  now 
being  promoted  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  was  in  charge  of  what  were  called  "  the 
labour  Bills,"  but  many  of  which  might  be 
stigmatized  as  "  Bills  for  the  suppression  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject." 

Mr.  GREEN  did  not  agree  at  all  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  last  speaker.  A 
great  many  times  during  the  present  session 
they  had  been  told— they  had  all  their  political 
failings,  the  lost  speaker  along  with  the  rest — 
that  they  should  not  legislate  for  a  particular 
class,  but  legislate  generally  for  the  whole  com- 
munity. He  took  leave  to  think  this  was  a 
right  and  proper  thing  to  do,  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  they  were  legislating  for 
one  section  in  the  towns,  and  they  would  be 
legislating  directly  against  the  interests  of 
another  section.  If  it  was  at  all  a  desirable 
thing — and  he  presumed  it  was  considered  a 
desirable  thing — to  establish  the  principle  that 
there  should  be  a  half-holiday  observed  once  a 
week  by  the  people  of  business  in  the  towns,  he 
thought  it  was  a  most  improper  thing  to  allow 
one  set  of  people  to  keep  their  shops  open  while 
another  set  were  obliged  to  close  theirs.  In  fact, 
there  were  many  cases  within  his  own  know- 
ledge where  people  who  did  not  employ  others 
than  members  of  the  family  were  doing  as  much 
business  as  those  who  employed  outside  labour. 
Was  it  to  be  contended  for  one  moment  that 
the  person  who  had  to  find  money  to  pay  those 
whom  he  employed  should  be  placed  at  a 
greater  disadvantage  than  those  who  carried 
on  a  business  with  the  assistance  merely  of 
their  own  families?  It  was  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  community  that  there  should  be  such 
legislation  as  that.  The  honourable  gentleman 
Jir.  Quinneis 


said  it  was  quite  an  improper  thing  for  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown  to  give  evidence  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council  in  connectioB 
with  a  measure  which  hod  been  successfully 
carried  through  the  House.  This  was  the  first 
time  he  had  heard  such  an  opinion  expressed. 
He  had  known,  in  years  past,  those  acting  in 
representative  positions  as  Ministers  of  the 
Grown  having  to  change  to  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,  because  one  party  did  not  re- 
main in  power  long,  and  whatever  was  done  by 
one  party  in  one  Parliament  was  very  often 
done  by  the  opposite  party  In  the  next  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  when  a  Minister  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing his  measure  through  that  House,  knowing 
the  position  of  it,  and  having  a  particular 
knowledge  of  it,  he,  and  also  other  membeis 
who  had  a  special  knowledge  of  the  subject 
going  through  the  House,  would  naturally  wish 
to  appear  before  the  Committee  of  the  other 
Chamber  and  give  their  testimony  there.  He 
thought  they  ought  not  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  he  would  very  heartily  support  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  were  in  opposition 
to  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  appear  in  the  new 
role  of  speaking  in  defence  of  the  Minister  of 
Labour.  He  thought  they  would  do  very  well 
if  they  allowed  the  Minister  who  had  worked 
at  a  Bill  to  do  as  a  Minister  was  allowed  to 
do  in  some  European  legislative  chambers — 
take  charge  of  it  in  another  place  and  debate 
its  principles  there ;  and  he  thought  a  chs^ge 
might  well  be  made  in  that  direction.  He 
considered  that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill 
had  an  entire  right  to  go  to  the  Committee  of 
another  Chamber  and  give  evidence  there  in 
favour  of  it.  As  regarded  the  clause  shutting 
up  shops,  he  thought  there  should  be  one  rule 
only :  it  should  apply  to  all  or  none,  because 
all  should  have  the  half-holiday  or  none  should 
have  it.  He  knew  several  shops  in  tliis  town 
which  wore  run  by  two  daughters  or  two  sons 
of  the  owner,  and  would  not  come  under  this 
Bill,  while  the  neighbouring  man,  who  hap- 
pened not  to  have  daughters,  but  who  had  to 
employ  labour,  would  be  compelled  to  close  up 
his  shop.  He  hoped  the  House  would  carry 
out  the  principle  of  shutting  up  all  or  none. 
There  was  one  clause  which  he  thought  the 
House  should  take  into  consideration,  and 
that  was  clause  16,  inserted  by  the  ITpper 
House.  It  legislated  for  bank  -  clerks  and 
clerks  in  ofiScos.  These  were  a  class  of  men 
who  had  to  work  very  long  hours  for  very 
scanty  pay,  and  they  had  anything  but  aa 
easy  life  of  it;  and,  when  they  were  giving  all 
other  classes  of  the  community  the  advantage 
of  a  half-holiday,  it  was  right  and  just  for  the 
Legislative  Council  to  insert  this  clause;  and 
though  the  Minister  did  not  like  the  clause 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  do;  I  only  think  some 
words  should  be  altered. 

.Dr.  NEWMAN  was  very  glad  to  heat  that 
the  Minister  approved  of  the  clause.  Probably 
there  were  other  portions  of  the  Bill  which 
required  to  be  amended,  but  he  hoped  the- 
amendment  with  regard  to  bank  and  other 
clerks  would  be  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  8EDD0N  hoped  members  would  see 
theiz  way  clear  not  to  debate  the  principle  o{ 
Hub  measure.  That  was  done  on  the  second 
leading  of  the  Bill.  The  House,  by  a  large 
majority,  agreed  to  it,  and  it  was  sent  to 
another  place.  I^othing  had  occurred  since  to 
change  lioe  will  of  the  majority  on  that  point. 
They  were  asked  now  to  go  back  to  what  they 
did  before.  That  being  the  case,  they  should 
come  to  the  decision  to  adhere  to  the  Bill  as  it 
was  sent  up.  He  believed  there  was  underlying 
this  amendment  a  very  dangerous  state  of 
things.  They  had  to  look  to  the  health  and 
com&rt  of  the  children  of  the  country,  and,  if 
parents  injured  their  children's  health,  it  was 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  step  in  and  prevent 
it.  Pariiament  would  be  inconsistent  if  it  did 
not  insist  on  parents  doing  their  duty  to  their 
children.  It  was  just  as  right  to  close  shops  in 
which  the  children  of  the  owners  were  em- 
ployed as  any  others.  If  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  what  would  they  have  ?  They  would 
have  a  number  of  Chinese,  who  would  all  be 
partners,  and  not  assistants  at  all.  They  would 
work  as  partners,  and  they  would  keep  their 
shops  open  while  the  shops  of  other  people 
were  closed ;  and  then  they  would  have  these 
ver^  shopkeepers  coming  to  Parliament  and 
asking  for  protection.  He  thought  these  were 
good  and  potent  reasons  why  they  should  afBrm 
the  Bill  as  they  sent  it  up  to  another  place  in 
regard  to  the  definition  of  "  shop." 

ilr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  House  had 
agreed  to  a  certain  line,  and  the  Premier  now 
■ued  the  House  to  adhere  to  it.  Generally 
ipealcing.he  was  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
opnion ;  but  if  they  adhered  to  one  portion  of 
this  Bill  they  ought  to  adhere  to  the  whole  of 
it.  The  Premier  said  they  had  agreed  upon  a 
certain  line  of  policy,  and  he  said  so  too,  con- 
sequently he  did  not  think  they  should  adhere 
to  one  portion  and  leave  out  another.  He  did 
not  at  the  outset  make  any  remarks  about 
elaose  2,  because  he  felt  it  was  absolutely 
futile,  seeing  the  Legislative  Council  had,  by 
a  large  majority,  decided  against  it ;  but  he 
sympathized  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  as  he  thought  the  conduct 
of  the  Minister  of  Labour  was  most  objection- 
able in  reference  to  that  clause. 

Mi.  speaker.  —  Are  you  discussing  the 
Council's  amendment  relating  to  publichouses  ? 

Mr.  W.  HOTCHISON.— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  amendment  has  not 
yet  been  proposed  from  the  chair,  but  will  be 
taken  next. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said,  at  any  rate  it 
was  not  right  in  any  case  that  the  Minister 
shonid  seek  to  lobby  and  influence  the  decision 
of  the  Legislative  Council  against  what  had 
been  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  that  House. 

Mr.  PIXKERTON  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Matsden  had  made  the  statement  that 
amall  shopkeepers  were  going  to  be  ruined  by 
tbit  legislation,  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  not  once  told  them  how  that  was  going  to 
be  bconght  about.  He  (Mr.  Pinkerton)  did  not 
tbink  ue  small  shopkeepers  were  going  lo  be 
mined  if  they  shut  up  their  shops  one  half-day 

VOIi.  LXXXTL-Zl. 


ont  of  six.  No  shopkeeper  was  so  busy  as  to 
be  unable  to  earn  a  living  if  ho  had  to  close  his 
shop  for  one  half-day  in  each  week.  They  could 
do  all  their  business  in  five  and  a  half  days. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  com- 
plained that  the  Minister  had  done  wrong  in 
giving  evidence  before  the  Legislative  Council. 
Now,  was  it  not  a  right  thing  for  the  Legis- 
lative Council  or  that  House  to  obtain  the  best 
information  they  could?  He  did  not  know 
any  one  better  able  to  give  evidence  of  cir- 
cumstances within  his  own  knowledge  which 
afiected  this  principle  than  the  Minister  of 
Labour.  They  had  often  heard  it  stated  that 
widows  were  going  to  be  ruined,  and  it  was 
urged  that  widows  who  had  two  or  three 
daughters  should  be  allowed  to  keep  their  shops 
open,  else  they  would  be  ruined.  But  what 
about  the  widow  next  door,  who,  perhaps, 
had  no  daughters  and  was  a  poorer  woman? 
She  would  be  compelled  to  close  her  shop. 
Why  should  one  be  allowed  to  remain  open, 
while  the  other  was  compelled  to  close  her 
shop  because  she  had  no  daughters  and  had 
to  employ  one  assistant?  The  liberty  of  the 
subject  had  been  one  of  the  questions  dealt 
with  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey ; 
but  if  the  liberty  of  the  subject  was  not  to  be 
interfered  with  in  the  case  of  small  shopkeepers, 
what  was  to  be  said  of  the  large  shopkeepers  in 
a  cose  of  this  kind,  where  the  employes  might 
volunteer  their  labour  to  the  large  shops  and 
so  ruin  the  system  ?  The  shopkeepers  them- 
selves, and  not  the  shop-assistants  only,  wanted 
this  Bill,  and  dfcrely  they  could  very  well  allow 
them  to  legislate  for  themselves. 

Mr.  EAHNSHAW  said  there  was  one  phase 
of  the  question  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  in 
great  danger  if  they  accepted  the  Legislative 
Council  amendment  with  regard  to  the  defini. 
tion  of  a  shop.  If  he  read  this  amended  Bill 
correctly  it  would  mean  that  even  shops  that 
employed  labour  would  be  able  to  evade  the 
Act,  and  employ  their  own  assistants  on  Satur- 
day nights  or  on  any  late  nights.  Thoy  would 
engage  their  employes  practically  paying  them 
for  six  days  and  only  employing  them  for  five 
days,  with  the  tacit  understanding  that  unless 
they  volunteered  their  services  for  the  afternoon 
on  which  the  shops  generally  were  closed  they 
would  have  to  go  without  employment.  That 
evasion  could  be  made  if  the  Bill  remained  as 
it  was  now.  The  position  he  was  stating  could 
be  taken  up,  and  he  therefore  trusted  the 
Minister  would  absolutely  refuse  to  allow  this 
amendment  to  his  Bill,  and,  rather  than  accept 
it,  that  he  would  drop  the  Bill.  That  was  his 
strong  opinion.  He  agreed  with  one  of  the 
amendments  in  subsection  (5)  of  new  clause 
9,  with  regard  to  shops  that  desired  to  keep 
the  Saturday  half-holiday.  In  his  opinion,  the 
Minister  made  a  retrograde  movement  when 
be  abandoned  the  position  token  up  in  last 
year's  Bill,  that  they  should  primarily  have 
the  half-holiday  on  Saturday,  unless  the  local 
bodies  chose  to  alter  it.  The  Minister  aban- 
doned that  position,  and  left  it  entirely  to  what- 
ever Skfternoon  local  bodies  chose  to  fix.  If 
they  could  not  gain  anything  in  advance  they 
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should  not  lose  what  they  already  had,  for 
many  firms  had  for  years  heen  giving  the  half- 
holiday  to  their  employes  on  Satui^ay.  The 
first  amendment  seemed  to  him  to  be  crucial 
to  the  whole  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
would  determine  that  every  shop  should  be 
described  as  coming  within  this  Act  for  the 
half-holiday,  or  woald  abandon  the  Bill. 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  rose  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  House  would  not  agree  to  the  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden.  He  was 
sure  the  action  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
elected  as  he  was  with  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry,  would  cause  to  the  Government  some 
considerable  amount  of  anxiety,  speaking  as  he 
did  from  the  Opposition  benches  and  in  the 
manner  that  honourable  member  had  spoken. 
It  was  worse  than  if  he  were  a  private  member  ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Smith)  really  hopeid  that  when  the 
fatted  calf  was  killed  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Orey  would  be  invited  to  the  banquet. 
He  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Minister  of 
Education  in  reply  just  one  word  as  to  "  office." 
He  saw  that  "office  "  meant  any  banking  office, 
insurance  office,  or  office  used  for  commercial 
purposes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  not  before  the 
House  at  present. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  was  perfectly  right  when  he 
said  that  the  effect  of  this  amendment  of  the 
Council  would  be  to  allow  a  large  majority  of 
the  Chinese  shops  to  remain  open  whilst  other 
shops  alongside  them  were  closed. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That  the 
amendment  of  the  Legislative  Council  be  dis- 
agreed with." 
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words  regarding  bars  of  hotels,  in  clause  2,  be 
agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  amendment 
be  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  Minister  of 
Labour  had  stated  that  this  provision  would 
be  better  introduced  in  the  Factories  Act. 
That,  he  thought,  was  just  the  very  last  Act 
it  should  be  in.  Bat  he  wished  specially  to 
emphasise  what  he  thought  to  be  the  great 
impropriety,  after  a  majority  of  the  House  had 
agreed  to  a  particular  clause  in  a  Bill,  of  a 
Minister  going  behind  this  majority  and  eadea- 
Touring  by  the  means  at  his  power  to  counter- 
act what  bad  been  done  by  a  majority  of  the 
House.  The  Minister  had  his  argument  while 
the  clause  was  under  discussion,  to  which 
every  one  was  willing  to  listen,  and,  having 
finished  that  argument,  and  the  House  having 
come  to  a  decision  on  the  question,  it  was  dis- 
loyal to  the  House  that  the  Minister  should  go 
to  the  Legislative  Council  and  there  nse  his 
influence  to  alter  that  decision.  Although  the 
honourable  member  wished  to  support  the 
publichouse  interest,  he  should  remember  his 
position  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  prevent  the  idea 
from  being  laid  down  that  Ministers  or  members 
should  not  go  before  Committees  of  another 
Chamber  with  a  view  of  furthering  measure* 
they  promoted  in  the  House.  It  was  done  in 
the  case  of  local  Bills  by  the  members  who 
had  introduced  them.  To  quote  so  late  an 
instance  as  the  bank  Bills,  the  Legislative 
Council  appointed  a  Committee,  and  asked 
Ministers  to  go  up  before  the  Committee  and 
go  into  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  those 
mes£ures ;  and  it  was  a  most  usual  occurrenoa. 
He  held  the  view  himself  that  this  was  not  the 
proper  Bill  for  this  provision  to  close  public- 
houses;  it  should  go  into  the  Licensing  Bill. 
They  there  fixed  the  time  for  puhlichooses  to 
close  at  night  and  on  certain  days,  and  they 
should  also  fix  there  the  afternoon  on  which 
they  were  to  close.  It  had  been  included  in 
this  Bill  almost  by  accident,  and,  anyhow,  it 
was  only  carried  by  the  casting  Totis  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees — although  he  must 
not  complain  of  that.  It  was  to  give  further 
opportunity  for  discussion,  and,  knowing  the 
time  was  limited,  and  that  this  opened  up  a 
large  subject,  Ministers  did  not  think  it  de- 
sirable to  recommit  the  Bill.  For  this  reason 
only  he  should  vote  against  it,  as  it  ought  to  go 
into  the  Licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  reply  to  the  argu- 
ment which  the  Premier  attempted  to  lay  down 
that  it  was  a  recognised  practice  for  Ministers 
to  go  before  the  Legislative  Council  to  advocate 
their  measures.  The  Premier  instanced  the 
case  of  local  Bills;  but  that  was  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent thing.  In  regard  to  what  was  done  wiUi 
local  Bills,  members  went  up  to  give  evidence 
about  them ;  they  had  local  knowledge  enabling 
them  to  do  so.  He  asked,  what  evidence  or 
knowledge  had  the  Minister  of  Labour  with 
regard  to  whether  a  bar  should  be'  closed  on  a 
pa^icular  day  or  not?  What  evidence  did  he 
go  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  give  ?    Did  he 
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01  to  give  evidence  on  other  portions  of  the 
Bill?   Certainly  not. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  did. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  what  knowledge  the 
Uinister  had  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  bosiness  of  shops — greengrocers'  shops,  oon- 
fectioneis'  shops,  lolly-shops — although,  he 
most  admit,  he  might  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  last  class — hatchers'  shops,  and  every 
other  kind  of  shop  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 
What  possible  evidence  could  he  give  in  re- 
gard lo  that  question?  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  up  under  the  pretence  of 
giting  evidence,  and,  once  inside  the  doors  of 
tke  Council,  commenced  to  advocate  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill,  he  was  doing  that  which 
vas  absolutely  wrong.  And  more  especially 
ms  be  wrong,  as  was  well  pointed  out  by 
the  honooiable  member  for  Donedin  City  (Mr. 
W.  Hutchison),  in  advocating  the  rejection  of 
■omething  that  the  House  had  passed.  That 
WIS  where  he  did  wrong.  He  (Mr.  Guinness) 
okjected  to  it,  and  would  always  continue  to 
oqect. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  amused  at  the  inno- 
cence of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Gtj,  vbo  had  expressed  surprise  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Minister  of  Labour.  That  honourable 
gestleman  must  know  that  when  the  Bill  was 
is  the  House  the  Minister  of  Labour  did  all  be 
could  to  oppose  this  clause.  It  was  well  known 
that  all  these  labour  Bills  were  lobbied  through 
the  other  House,  and  the  Minister  was  well 
known  to  do  it.  So  far  as  this  particular  clause 
vas  concerned,  he  failed  to  see  why  the  bar  of 
ahotel  should  be  kept  open  while  they  insisted 
on  every  one,  small  and  great,  closing  his 
place  of  business  in  the  afternoon.  Were  they 
to  understand  by  the  action  of  the  Minister 
of  Labour  that  he  wished  to  play  into  the 
bands  of  the  publicans  ?  That  was  the  only 
eonclnsion  they  coold  come  to.  Why  the 
Minister  should  take  such  a  keen  interest  in 
the  bouness  of  hotelkeepers,  while  he  pro- 
feated  to  have  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  workers,  was  a  puzzle  to  himself  SiUd  to 
every  one  else.  He  hoped  honourable  members 
would  do  their  duty  and  insist  on  treating  all 
classes  alike.  Now  that  they  had  determined 
to  close  the  smallest  hucksters'  shops,  and  to 
eempel  every  one,  man  or  womsm,  in  the  com- 
mimity  to  shut  up  on  an  afternoon,  no  matter 
what  his  or  her  business — if  it  was  only  a  shirt- 
maker  making  a  living  they  compelled  tier  to 
*lose— while  they  were  so  very  careful  of  the 
poor  people,  they  should  not  insist  on  keeping 
the  bars  open  to  tempt  them  to  spend  their 
money. 

Mr.CBOWTHER  did  not  rise  to  continue 
the  severe  criticism  on  the  poor  Minister  of 
I*bonr.  He  believed,  with  the  Premier,  that 
this  provision  should  be  in  the  Bill  it  belonged 
to— the  Licensing  Bill.  He  had  no  fear  of  the 
great  influence  that  was  supposed  to  have  been 
exercised  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  another 
]daee.  It  went  by  inference  that  that  honour- 
*Ue  gentleman  had  not  as  much  influence 
there  as  among  the  week-kneed  Liberals  here. 
He  thought  thu  was  a  waste  of  time.    He  had 


made  up  his  mind  that  the  only  way  to 
settle  this  matter  was  to  have  one  afternoon 
for  every  one. 

.Q  Mr.  BUTTON  had  no  objection  to 

'  '  the  Premier  putting  this  clause  in  the 
Licensing  Bill,  but  he  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  go  into  the  present  Bill  as  well. 
This  was  one  of  those  things  which  you  could 
not  have  too  much  of.  It  was  a  good  thing, 
and  was  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  Bill. 
Besides,  they  had  not  got  the  Licensing  Bill 
through  yet,  and  it  was  quite  possible  it  might 
not  go  through. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  just  as  far  ahead  as 
this. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  desired  to  see  pnblichouses  put  upon 
the  same  footing  as  other  shop?  should  not 
miss  this  opportunity  of  having  that  done.  If 
there  were  two  provisions  in  different  Acts  in- 
consistent with  each  other  it  was  very  advis- 
able chat  one  should  be  struck  out,  but  in  this 
case  there  was  no  inconsistency,  and  he  was 
sure  the  country  would  be  very  much  pleased 
indeed  to  see  the  provision  in  both  Bills. 

Mr.  HcNAB  desired  to  point  out  that  the 
Licensing  Act  did  not  contain  all  the  provi- 
sions relating  to  publichouses,  and  therefore 
he  did  not  see  the  inconsistency  of  including 
this  provision  in  this  Bill.  It  was  a  remark- 
able thing  that  the  licensing-law  was  the  only 
law  as  to  which,  if  you  wanted  to  get  at  the 
complete  law,  you  had  to  go  to  the  Lunatics 
Act.  A  hotel  certainly  had  as  great  a  relation 
to  a  shop  as,  for  instance,  had  banking  offices, 
insurance  offices,  and  commercial  offices. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  need 
for  licensed  houses  being  included  in  a  Shop- 
hours  Bill.  He  could  quite  understand  that 
his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  the  Grey 
was  somewhat  sore  at  having  lost  his  pet 
clause.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  interrupted  him,  and 
said  it  was  not  lost.  He  quite  admitted  it 
was  not  lost,  because  he  believed  it  would  be 
included  in  the  Licensing  Bill.  That  was  the 
proper  Bill  in  which  to  insert  such  a  provi- 
sion ;  and,  if  it  was  included  in  that  Bill,  .to 
take  effect  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
licenses,  he  would  be  prepared  then  to  con- 
sider whether  to  support  it  or  not.  The  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  knew  very  well 
that  it  could  not  be  brought  into  force  until 
the  present  licenses  had  expired. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  the  BuUer  was  always  inconsistent. 
He  had  been  returned  to  that  House  pledged  to 
the  Prohibitionists,  and  was  returned  on  the 
Prohibitionist  ticket. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— You  were. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  No,  he  was  not. 
He  was  not  the  Prohibitionist  candidate  at  the 
election,  yet  he  was  elected  to  represent  a  Pro- 
hibitionist constituency.  Now,  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  was  inconsistent,  inas- 
much as  he  voted  to  close  Bellamy's  for  seven 
days  in  the  week,  yet  he  would  not  vote  to 
close  hotels  for  one  half-day  in  the  week.  Speak- 
ing for  his  own  district,  he  might  say  that 
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the  hotelkeepera  there  would  bail  with  delight 
the  oiicamstances  which  would  require  them 
to  close  one  half-day  only  in  the  week.  He 
supported  either  the  absolute  closing  of  all 
places  of  business  once  a  week  or  else  no  closing 
at  all.  That  was  the  position  which  he  had 
taken  up  from  the  first.  That  was  a  position 
which  the  Minister  of  Labour  agreed  with,  and 
he  expecl'ed  to  see  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  same  lobby  with  himself  when  the  divi- 
sion took  place  presently. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  said,  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  applying  the  compulsory  half-holiday  to 
hotels,  he  thoroughly  agreed  with  those  honour- 
able members  who  had  said  that  legislation  af- 
fecting hotels  should  be  provided  in  the  Licens- 
ing Bill.  Speaking  for  the  constituency  which 
he  represented,  the  position  was  simply  this : 
that  if  the  Bill  was  so  amended  that  it  would 
apply  to  hotels  it  would  not  be  operative.  It 
was  impossible  to  make  the  Bill  operative  in  a 
scattered  district  like  his.  Of  course  he  was 
not  speaking  with  regard  to  city  constituencies. 
It  seemed  to  him  ridiculous  to  contend  that,  if 
they  closed  shops,  the  inmates  would  make 
straight  away  for  the  nearest  publichonse.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  trust  the  good  sense  of 
the  shop-assistants  in  that  matter.  There  was 
altogether  too  great  a  tendency  nowadays  to  try 
to  make  people  virtuous  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
which,  to  his  mind,  was  an  impossibility.  He 
was  talking  recently  to  some  publicans  in  this 
city,  and  they  assured  him  that,  under  the  law 
as  it  stood  at  present,  they  did  no  increased 
business  on  the  half-holiday.  When  shop-as- 
sistants and  others  got  their  holidays  they  were 
only  too  eager  to  go  out  into  the  country,  or 
otherwise  enjoy  themselves,  rather  than  go  into 
publichouses.  Ho  thought  they  should  trust 
the  people  in  this  respect,  and  allow  them  to 
enjoy  themselves  just  as  they  pleased.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  this  matter  would  be 
deferred  until  they  had  before  them  the  Licens- 
ing Bill. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  might  point  to  the  ease  of 
chemists,  whose  shops  were  included  in  this 
BUI,  and  who  were  carrying  on  a  trade  as 
nearly  like  as  possible  to  that  of  publichouses 
— that  was,  whether  you  viewed  the  sale  of 
liquor  as  a  drug  or  as  a  beverage.  If  thoy  were 
determined  to  bring  chemists'  shops  under  this 
Bill,  and  were  determined  that  chemists  should 
close  half  a  day  a  week,  he  failed  to  see  why 
they  should  not  deal  with  publichouses  in  this 
Bill,  and  why  they  should  not  compel  them 
to  close  half  a  day  a  week.  If  the  working-men 
were  to  succeed  in  this  country,  he  thought  it 
would  only  be  by  putting  down  the  liquor- 
traffic,  or  closing  it  up  as  much  as  they  possibly 
could.  Closing  the  hotels  for  half  a  day  a  week 
was,  in  his  opinion,  worth  more  than  half  a 
dozen  labour  Bills  put  on  the  statute-book.  He 
was  hopeless  of  any  real  reform  of  labour  in 
New  Zealand,  or  any  other  country,  so  long  as 
this  other  trade  was  allowed  to  run  side  by  side 
with  it.  Therefore  he  would  support  this  pro- 
vision being  put  in  this  Bill,  or  any  other 
Bill.  If  all  matters  connected  with  the  liquor- 
traffic  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  Licensing 
Mr.  T.  Mackemie 


Bill,  then  provisions  for  the  dosiog  of  chemists 
and  druggists'  shops  should  be  placed  in  the 
Chemists  and  Druggists  Act.  The  Premier 
was  very  adroit  in  his  remarks  as  to  dealing 
with  this  question  in  the  Licensing  BilL 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  did  net  say 
that  the  Government  would  support  sneh 
a  provision  being  inserted  in  the  Licensing 
Bill.  Those  who  really  believed  that  hotels 
should  be  closed  for  half  a  day  in  the  week 
would  determine  that  the  barmaid  should  have 
a  half-holiday  in  the  week.  He  trusted  that 
the  time  would  soon  come  when  they  would 
determine  that  there  should  be  no  barmaids  at 
all  in  New  Zealand.  He  thought  they  should 
maintain  the  advantage  they  had  got,  and  he 
would  vote  to  keep  this  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  he  was  not  present  ia 
the  House  when  this  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  Bill,  but  if  he  had  been  he  most  certainly 
would  have  voted  against  it.  To  his  mind,  the 
clause  had  no  business  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
If  it  should  he  inserted  in  any  Bill  at  all  it 
should  be  in  the  Licensing  Bill.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  take  an  impartial  and  just  view  <tf 
this  matter,  without  any  prejudice  or  proclinty 
of  his  own,  and  he  thought  one  or  two  of  the 
arguments  advanced  by  honourable  members 
were  of  a  fallacious  character.  It  had  been 
asked.  Why  should  not  publichouses  come  under 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  shops  gene- 
rally? In  the  first  place,  shopkeepers  did  not 
have  to  pay  £40  a  year  as  a  license-fee,  which 
hotelkeepers  had  to  pay.  It  was  therefore 
quite  unjust  to  interfere  with  licenses  unless 
they  made  some  corresponding  reduction  in  Ote 
license-fees.  And,  next,  the  real  crax  of  the 
question  was  that  refreshment  -  rooms  selling 
beverages  which  those  who  had  temperance  pro- 
clivities were  able  to  indulge  in  were  aetoally 
exempted  from  the'  operation  of  the  Bill.  A 
man  might  go  to  a  temperance  refreshment- 
room  and  get  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee,  but  a  man 
who  wanted  refreshment  of  another  kind  was 
to  be  prevented  from  getting  on  that  one  after- 
noon of  the  week  what  he  required.  This  ynt 
class  legislation  of  the  worst  character.  It  was 
totally  unfair  that  one  section  of  the  commn- 
nity  should  be  subject  to  one  class  of  ]egislati(m 
and  another  to  another  class.  It  would  act 
make  the  slightest  difference  to  him  personally 
if  hotels  were  closed  every  day  of  the  week. 
As  a  matter  of  strict  justice  it  appeared  to  be 
manifestly  unfair  that,  because  a  man  hap- 
pened to  require  a  different  kind  of  refreshment 
from  what  be  (Mr.  Collins)  took  himself,  b« 
should  be  subjected  to  a  rule  he  (Mr.  Co]Un4 
was  not  subject  to.  He  considered  it  tyranny 
that,  because  a  man  could  not  take  a  partico- 
lu  kind  of  refreshment,  he  should  be  prevented 
from  taking  any  refreshment  at  alt.  As  a 
matter  of  impartial  justice  he  thought  that 
thev  should  not  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  the  speech  they  had 
just  listened  to  was  of  the  most  extraordinaiy 
character.  The  honourable  member  might  just 
as  well  say  he  could  not  support  any  portion  of 
the  Bill,  as  every  clause  was  of  a  coercive  cha- 
racter.   He  did  not  question  for  a  moment  th» 
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light  o{  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  go  before  any 
Cranmittee  of  the  Legislabure  witU  a  view  of 
ezpreiisiDg  hia  opinioiu:  on  any  measure  before 
that  Oommittee,  but  he  did  object  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  labour,  who  had  strenuously  opposed 
this  particular  clause  when  being  debated  by 
the  House,  carrying  that  opposition  before  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  after  the  House 
had  adopted  the  clause,  and  influencing  the 
CommitteQ  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  That  was  the  point.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Minister,  in  trying  to 
inaice  out  that  a  liquor-shop  or  a  hotel  was  not 
strictly  a  shop,  was  absurd.  It  was  a  distinc- 
tion without  a  difference.  If  a  settler  in  the 
countiy.  in  the  midst  of  harvest,  with  his  crops 
dead  ripe  and  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by 
vind,  had  his  machine  broken  and  wanted 
a  casting,  a  tradesman  could  not  sell  that  cast- 
ing. If  the  tradesman  did  so  he  would  be 
sabjeet  to  a  fine  of  £5;  but  the  same  man 
could  on  the  same  afternoon  spend  as  much 
money  as  he  pleased  in  drink  at  a  hotel.  There 
were  about  fourteen  hundred  hotels  in  the 
colooy  at  the  present  time,  in  which  were  em- 
ployed, at  a  low  estimate,  about  seven  thousand 
persons,  and  he  thought  the  seven  thousand 
persons  so  employed  were  entitled  to  considera- 
tion. Several  publicans  bad  spoken  to  him  on 
this  qaestion,  and  they  agreed  that  it  was  an 
act  (rf  cmelty  for  the  Legislature  to  compel 
them  by  law  to  keep  their  houses  open  and 
their  employes  at  work  seven  days  in  the  week. 
Hii  attention  had  been  drawn  to  this  matter 
(gain  and  again  by  hotelkeepers. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY.— Oh  I 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Plenty  knew  very  well  that 
hotelkeepers  were  compelled  to  supply  liquor  to 
tnvellers,  and  also  to  boarders  in  their  houses. 
Therefore  hotelkeepers  were  compelled  to  be 
there  all  day,  and  to  supply  liquor  on  Sundays  ; 
they  had  no  time  ofi  duty,  but  had  to  keep  the 
biuincss  going  from  Sunday  morning  to  Satur- 
day night.  He  thought  a  feeling  of  commisera- 
tion ahould  lead  the  House,  quite  apart  from 
the  teetotal  aspect  of  the  question,  to  give 
those  employed  in  hotels  the  same  opportunity 
of  having  an  outigg  with  their  families  as  other 
folk.  He  could  not  see  that  there  was  anything 
wrong  in  insisting  that  the  words  compelling 
hotels  to  close  on  the  same  afternoon  as  other 
shops  should  be  reinstated  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  hoped  that  the  House 
woald  not  be  led  away,  by  any  side-wind  which 
the  Minister  of  Education  had  raised,  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  liquor-sellers  on  this  im- 
portant  question.  The  House  hod  done  the 
right  thing,  at  the  right  time,  and  in  the  right 
idacs,  when  they  refused  to  make  the  ezoep- 
tioni  which  the  Minister  had  asked  them  to 
make  in  this  Bill  in  favour  of  shops  which  were 
the  last  that  should  receive  any  exceptional 
treatment  in  their  favour.  It  was  the  Minister 
of  Laboor  who  wanted  them  to  go  out  of  the 
way  and  to  make  a  highly-improper  exception 
in  this  Bill  in  favour  of  the  most  dangerous 
ttade  and  the  most  dangerous  shops  they  were 
called  on  to  deal  with.  All  that  the  tempeianoo 


party  proposed  was  that  these  dangerous  shops 
should  be  treated  in  exactly  the  some  way  as 
all  other  shops.  Why  should  the  owners  of 
shops  in  which  bread,  moat,  groceries,  and 
other  wholesome  and  harmless  things  were  sold 
be  compelled  to  close,  whilst  the  Legislature 
went  out  of  its  way  to  insist  that  shops  offering 
a  dangerous  temptation,  under  which  a  certain 
proportion  of  those  exposed  to  that  temptation 
bad  always  fallen,  should  be  kept  open  ?  Far 
better  that  none  of  the  shops  should  be  closed 
than  that  we  should  first  of  all  insist  that  our 
young  people  should  leave  their  ordinary  em- 
ployment and  then  that  these  dangerous,  and 
too  often  fatal,  traps  should  be  left  open  to  ajlure 
them  to  destruction.  He  found  no  fault  with 
the  Minister  of  Labour  for  any  efforts  he  might 
malce  to  get  the  Legislative  Council  to  conform 
to  the  wishes  of  the  House,  but  he  found  great 
fault  with  him  when  he  used  his  utmost  efforts 
to  get  a  Council,  whose  dangerous  interference 
with  the  House  he  had  always  condemned  so 
strongly,  to  set  aside  what  the  House  had  ao- 
complished  in  removing  temptations  from  the 
labouring-class,  whom  he  ought  to  be  protect- 
ing. The  Minister  of  Labour  had  taken  up 
a  position  in  that  House  which  was  absolutely 
unique.  No  other  Minister  of  Labour  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world  would  be  found  pretend- 
ing to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  labouring- 
classes  and  yet  constantly  advocating,  with  far 
greater  zeal,  the  interests  of  the  liquor-sellen, 
who  did  BO  much  in  every  part  of  the  world  to 
lessen  the  comforts  and  to  lower  the  position  of 
the  toiling  classes.  John  Burns  and  most  of 
the  great  leaders  of  the  labouring-classes  in 
Qreat  Britain,  America,  and  Oermany  were 
also  honoured  leaders  in  every  temperance  re- 
form, and  there  was  no  instance  in  which  they 
were  not  watching  to  remove  the  dangers  of 
alcohol  as  far  as  possible  from  the  path  of  those 
in  whose  true  interests  they  were  labouring. 
All  the  other  leaders  o<  labour  organizations  he 
had  ever  heard  of  admitted  that  alcoholic  drinks 
were  the  greatest  enemies  of  the  working- 
classes,  and,  without  exception,  they  were 
doing  every tlung  they  possibly  could  to  with- 
hold from  the  working-classes  the  greatest  and 
most  fatal  temptation  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed. Such  was  the  position  the  honourable 
member  occupied  in  the  House,  and  it  was  a 
very  unfortunate  position,  and  one  which  he 
was  certain  would  lead  him  not  only  to  oppose 
what  they  had  already  done,  but  it  would  cause 
him  equally  to  oppose  this  principle  being  in- 
serted in  the  Licensing  Bill.  That  being  the 
case,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  be  misled 
by  any  efforts  to  make  out  that  this  was  the 
wrong  place  in  which  to  introduce  a  right 
thing.  This  was  not  a  wrong  place,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  stultify  itself  by 
repealing  a  principle  they  had  passed  which 
would  be  of  so  much  advantage  to  the  country, 
Mr.  FLATMAN  would  like  to  suggest  a  com- 
promise. He  thought,  if  the  Minister  was 
prepared  to  allow  this  part  of  the  clause  to 
pass  in  the  Bill,  they  should  agree  to  trans- 
ferring it  to  the  Licensing  Bill  if  the  lattac 
passed. 
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Mr.  HALL-JONES  thought  the  suggestion 
of  the  last  speaker  Tvas  an  admirable  one. 
The  whole  of  this  difficulty  had  arisen  beoanse 
the  Minister  had  failed  to  grasp  the  proper 
aspect  of  the  question — that  all  places  should 
be  closed  or  none  at  all.  If  he  had  proposed 
that,  he  would  have  been  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  With  regard  to  the  clause 
now  under  discussion,  he  could  not  approve  of 
the  action  the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken. 
This  addition  to  the  clause  was  not  moved  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  nor  was  it  supported 
by  him,  but  when  It  had  been  ple^oed  m  the 
Bill  it  was  his  duty  as  representing  the  majority 
of  the  House  to  insist  that  it  should  be  re- 
tained in  the  Bill.  The  question  was,  whether 
they  were  to  have  a  Government  or  a  majority 
of  the  House  ruling,  or  whether  the  Minister 
was  to  carry  out  his  own  sweet  will  on  any 
question.  The  question  hiLd  been  raised  as  to 
whether  this  was  the  right  place  to  insert  this 
clause,  and  it  had  been  said  that  a  hotel  was 
not  a  shop.  What  was  the  definition  of  a  shop 
in  the  Bill  ?  He  would  read  it :  "  '  Shop  '  means 
any  building,  or  portion  of  a  building,  or  place 
where  amy  person  works  for  hire,  and  in  which 
goods  are  exposed  or  offered  for  sale  by  retail." 
Was  it  not  a  fact  that  goods  were  exposed  for 
sale  in  hotels?  There  was  clearly  no  distinc- 
tion between  a  shop  and  a  hotel  according  to 
the  interpretation  clause  of  the  Bill.  If  a  hotel 
was  not  a  shop,  why  was  a  coffee-house  a  shop  ? 
CoSee-honses  had  been  held  to  be  shops,  be- 
cause they  were  placed  among  the  exemptions. 
He  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Collins) 
talking  about  the  injustice  that  hotelkeepers 
would  suffer  by  having  to  pay  a  license-fee  of 
£40  and  then  having  to  close  for  one  half-day 
in  the  week.  Shopkeepers  had  to  pay  their 
rents,  and  many  of  tbom  had  entered  into  long 
leases,  and  the  rents  for  their  shops  were  some- 
times exceedingly  heavy,  and  yet  under  this 
Bill  they  were  compelled  to  close.  There  was 
no  greater  injustice  in  the  case  of  hotelkeepers 
than  in  the  case  of  shops. 

^  gg  Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  had  not  intended 
'  to  speak  on  this  question  at  all.  He 
had  intended  to  register  uls  vote  as  he  had 
done  on  previous  occasions,  for  he  thought  they 
had  debated  the  question  very  fully,  and,  as 
several  other  amendments  were  to  be  agreed  to 
or  disagreed  with,  the  sooner  they  got  to  them 
the  better.  But  the  honourable  member  for 
Fareora  had  referred  to  him  by  name,  and  said 
he  believed  he  (Mr.  Smith)  would  not  shake 
his  head  if  he  waited  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
say.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  compromise  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  about  to  suggest, 
otherwise  he  would  have  supported  it.  He  had 
a  rooted  aversion  to  compromises  unless  he 
could  see  that  he  was  getting  something  very 
substantial  by  giving  way.  Kow,  the  prin- 
ciple running  through  this  Bill  was  a  half- 
holiday  for  the  employes,  and  he  could  not 
see  a  difference  between  a  shop  which  retailed 
goods,  such  as  bread,  sugar,  meat,  or  drapery, 
and  a  shop  which  retailed  liqnor.  The  defi- 
nition given  in  the  Bill  woa  this :  "  '  Shop ' 


means  any  building,  or  portion  of  a  building, 
or  place  where  any  person  works  for  hire,  and 
in  which  goods  are  exposed  or  offered  for  sale 
by  retail "  ;  and  he  contended  that  the  bar  of 
a  hotel  came  within  that  meaning.  So  far  as 
the  payment  of  the  license-fee  was  concerned, 
and  the  kind  of  privilege  they  had  of  selling 
liquor  on  the  Sunday,  that  was  taken  away 
from  them  in  England,  no  compensation  being 
given  or  reduction  made,  and  he  did  not  see,  so 
far  as  that  was  concerned,  that  there  was  any 
argument  in  it  at  all.  They  had  here  in  this 
Bill,  and.  in  fact,  in  most  of  the  Bills  pamed 
by  the  House,  provisions  that  were  of  a  re- 
strictive character.  The  Legislature  by  this 
Bill  interfered  with  rights  and  privileges  for 
the  good  of  the  community  as  a  whole.  They 
said  shoffkeepbrs  should  close  their  shops  on  a 
particular  day ;  but  when  they  sought  to  make 
it  apply  to  this  particular  trade  they  were 
met  with  the  cry  that  they  were  passing  class 
legislation.  They  did  not  propose  to  close  the 
hotel ;  they  proposed  to  close  the  hotel-bar,  oc 
the  shop  of  the  hotel ;  and  he  hoped  the  Honse 
would  insist  that  the  alteration  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  should  not  be  agreed  to. 
He  hoped  members  of  the  House  would  re- 
member the  vote  they  gave  on  a  previous 
occasion,  and  would  stand  by  their  honest 
convictions. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RCSSELL  was  entirely  in  favont 
of  this  amendment  being  disagreed  with.  He 
thought  that  the  principle  which  underlay  this 
Bill  had  been  clearly  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith), 
and  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  class  in  the 
community  so  hard-worked  as  were  the  em- 
ployte  in  the  pnbliohouses.  They  worked  early 
and  late ;  and  if  it  was  necessary  to  provide  & 
holiday  for  those  who  were  engaged  in  shops, 
and  who  now  worked,  on  an  average,  seven  or 
eight  hours  a  day,  it  was  very  much  more 
necessary  that  those  employed  in  hotels  should 
have  this  small  concession.  He  felt  fortified 
in  asking  for  this  provision  by  the  new  clause, 
16a,  which  had  been  inserted  in  the  Bill, 
and  which,  he  presumed,  was  not  objected  to 
by  the  Minister.  This  provided  that  clerks 
in  offices  were  to  have  the  half  -  holiday.  It 
was  an  entirely  new  departure  in  this  Bill; 
and  therefore  he  was  justified  in  insisting 
on  employes  in  hotels  being  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  in  shops  or  offices. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  as  to  the 
Licensing  Bill  being  the  proper  place  for  it,  it 
there  was  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  Iii- 
censing  Bill  becoming  law,  then  they  might  be 
justified  in  allowing  this  Bill  to  pass,  with  the 
assurance  of  the  Grovernment  that  they  would 
put  the  clause  in  the  other  Bill.  But  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  prepared  to  give  an  assurance 
to  this  effect.  All  they  were  prepared  to  say 
was  that  the  House  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  inserting  it  in  that  Bill  when  it  came  on. 
But  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  there  was 
comparatively  little  prospect  of  the  Licensing 
Bill  becoming  law  this  year.  The  sooner  they 
accepted  the  position  the  better;  tbnd,  thaA 
being  the  case,  it  became  their  duty  to  insist 
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that  this  concession  to  hotel  employes  ahonld 
remain  where  it  was. 

Mr.  CABNCBOSS  said  the  attention  of  those 
who  voted  with  the  Ministry,  particularly  those 
who  approved  of  the  Council's  amendment, 
oaght  to  be  directed  to  the  division  which 
WAS  taken  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison)  moved  that 
these  words  should  be  put  in.  As  far  as  his 
recollection  served  him,  every  vote  of  the 
Opposition  except  one  vote  was  in  favour  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Now,  they  all  knew  very  well 
that  those  honourable  gentlemen  were  not  in 
favooi  of  this  Bill,  and  therefore  the  only 
teMon  for  their  voting  for  the  clause  was  to 
make  the  Bill  still  more  unpopular  than  it 
was  in  its  original  form.  It  was  not  their 
idea  to  help  the  Minister  or  the  Bill.  Their 
whole  idea  was  to  kill  the  Bill  if  they  could. 
That  being  so,  he  thought  the  Minister  was 
perfectly  right  in  the  stand  he  had  taken. 
AlthoQgh  he  (Mr.  Camcross)  did  not  appre- 
ciate de  Bill  very  much,  still  he  felt  it  right 
to  vote  with  him  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  a  great  desJ  hod  been 
said  with  respect  to  this  proposal  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  amendment  made  by  the  Legislative 
Conncil.and  he  understood  from  the  discussion 
which  he  had  heard  that  every  member  who 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  retention  of  this  pro- 
vision did  so  for  the  purpose  of  placing  hotel 
employte  on  the  same  footing  and  giving  them 
the  same  rights  sknd  privileges  as  the  employes 
of  shops  of  other  kinds.  Now,  the  position  was 
this,  and  he  had  it  from  the  very  best  authority : 
that  if  the  employte  in  hotel-bars,  whether  male 
or  female,  were  brought  under  the  Shops  and 
Shop-assistants  Bill  they  would  be  required  to 
wane  at  least  eighteen  hours  longer  than  they 
ware  required  to  work  under  existing  ciroum- 
stkneas,  and  that  the  salaries  or  wages  which 
they  would  receive  would  be  at  least  25  per 
cent,  less ;  and,  such  being  the  cose,  he  took  it 
that  those  hononrable  gentlemen  who  were 
(ddeavoaring  to  do  a  kindness  to  a  section  of 
the  community  in  this  colony  were  doing  them 
the  greatest  possible  injury  by  retention  of  the 
words  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Legis- 
Uttve  Conncil.  He  therefore  would  point  out 
the  fact  that  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  so  assiduous  in  the  protection  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  community,  who  required  no  protec- 
tion other  than  that  which  they  got  honestly 
and  fairly  from  their  employers,  were  only 
■peaking  theoretically,  without  any  practioal 
Imowledge  of  the  subject  which  they  were  dis- 
cussing. They  were  speaking  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  consumption 
of  liquor  in  this  colony.  If  every  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  House,  and  every  one  desirous 
of  preventing  the  consumption  of  liquor  in  this 
oonntrjr,  would  take  this  stand  they  would  have 
his  right  hand  and  support :  If  the^r  closed  the 
pacts  of  New  Zealand  against  the  importation 
of  liquor,  if  they  closed  the  distilleries,  and 
eloMd  every  means  of  introducing  liquor  into 
tida  colony,  he  said  that  would  be  a  practical 
•ad  bosinwisHke  way  in  which  to  go  about  it. 


But  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  wished 
to  pose  as  the  great  reformers  on  the  liquor 
question  were  merely  clipping  ofi  the  twigs  of 
the  trees — clipping  the  twigs  o£E  the  old  oak 
with  the  idea  that  they  were  going  to  kill  it. 
But  the  closing  of  the  bars  on  an  afternoon 
was  not  going  to  do  it ;  and  if  hononrable 
gentleman  would  do  what  he  suggested  they 
would  have  his  support.  He  had  always  ad- 
vocated it.  He  did  not  think  that  any  good 
service  or  purpose  could  be  achieved  by  deriv- 
ing a  revenue  from  that  which  a  considerable 
section  of  the  community  said  was  not  good  for 
the  population  of  this  or  any  other  country; 
and  therefore  let  them  come  down,  and  let 
those  strong  and  great  advocates  of  the  tem- 
perance cause  make  up  their  minds  in  a  busi- 
nesslike manner,  and  in  a  practical  way  say, 
"We  are  about  to  do  this:  We  are  about  to 
introduce  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  criminal  to  import  intoxicating  liquor  into 
this  colony,  or  to  manufacture  liquor  in  this 
colony."  Then  the  question  would  be  as  easy, 
as  they  said  in  bush  parlance,  as  "  rolling  ofi  a 
log."  But  no ;  they  had  not  the  courage  of 
their  opinions,  because  it  would  interfere  very 
largely  and  very  greatly  with  their  material 
good,  and  it  was  necessary  for  their  existence 
and  well-being  to  benefit  by  the  revenue  derived 
therefrom.  Now,  he  could  assure  honourable 
gentlemen  that  if  they  were  going  to  retain 
this  clause,  which  was  struck  out  in  another 
place,  instead  of  doing  justice  to  those  whom 
they  wished  to  protect  they  might  be  doing 
them  grave  and  gross  injustice.  He  was  say- 
ing this  from  information  which  he  was  positive 
was  conclusive,  because  it  was  information 
obtained  from  the  very  best  source;  and  he 
said,  in  these  matters  as  well  as  in  others, 
that  many  honourable  gentlemen  spoke  on 
these  matters  who  had  not  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  what  the  facts  were. 
He  thought  this  question  might  be  deferred 
until  next  session,  and  a'  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee could  take  the  evidence  of  both  hotel 
employers  and  hotel  emplov6s,  and  find  out 
whether  hotels  could  be  or  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  a  grocer's  or  a  draper's 
shop.  Under  the  existing  law,  with  respect  to 
the  eight-hours  system,  or  that  which  was 
considered  to  be  the  eight-hours  system,  every 
employ^  in  every  establishment  that  was  not 
a  hotel,  whether  a  male  or  a  female  employi, 
must  be  there  at  the  stroke  of  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  hod  to  remain  until  noon, 
and  be  back  again  at  one  o'clock.  The  ques- 
tion now  being  discussed  was  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong 
that  hotel  employes  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  all  other  employes.  It  was 
contended  by  honourable  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  this  subject  that  the  reason  why 
hotel  employes  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  all  other  employes  was  that  they  re- 
quired, and  it  was  just  they  should  have,  the 
same  privileges.  Now,  he  said  this :  that  during 
the  week  hotel  employes  had  about  eighteen 
hours'  more  privilege  than  the  majority  of  em- 
ployes in  any  other  business.    That  was  what 
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he  wished  to  point  out  in  connection  with  the 
matter  now  being  discussed.  If  honourable 
gentlemen  questioned  that,  he  could  bring  the 
best  proof  to  show  that  his  statements  were 
correct  on  this  point.  The  arguments  of 
honourable  gentlemen  who  were  so  extremely 
anxious  to  protect  that  class  of  the  community 
who  were  employed  in  hotels  were  purely  falla- 
cious, and  they  were  doing  the  hotel  employes 
an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit  by  the  course 
they  were  pursuing. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  this  clause  at  the  time  it  was 
brought  forward  in  the  House,  and  he  would 
again  support  the  Minister  on  the  point.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  in  dealing  with  the  half- 
holiday  question  there  were  three  sections 
connected  with  it.  In  the  Factories  Act  the 
workpeople  were  dealt  with,  so  in  this  Shops 
and  Shop-assistants  Bill  the  class  of  shop-as- 
sistants should  be  dealt  with.  In  like  manner, 
the  proper  place  to  deal  with  this  question  of 
hotel-bars  being  closed  on  the  half-holiday  was 
in  the  Licensing  Bill.  Re  thought  it  was 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that  those  prohibi- 
tion members  should  seek  to  insert  and  discuss 
clauses  that  ought  not  to  appear  in  the  Bill 
now  under  discussion.  Let  them  deal  with 
prohibition  in  the  proper  place.  This  measure 
was  not  the  place  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  be  generally  sup- 
ported the  measure  for  the  half-holiday,  but  he 
thought  the  temperance  party  were  going  a 
little  too  far  in  trying  to  compel  hotelkeepers 
to  absolutely  close  their  hotels  en  the  half- 
holiday. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Only  the  bars. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  this  restriction  would 
be  a  great  inconvenience  to  travellers.  What 
right  had  the  Prohibitionists  to  say  that  a  man 
should  not  get  a  drink  if  he  paid  for  it  ?  What 
right  hod  they  to  say  that  travellers  had  no 
light  to  get  what  they  liked,  whether  it  was 
beer,  tea,  or  coffee  ?  He  would  vote  against  any 
measure  to  deprive  people  of  what  they  ought 
to  have  in  ordinary  life.  The  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  could  take  tea  or  coffee ; 
and  he  did  take  a  great  quantity  of  it,  there 
was  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  that.  It 
would  be  an  injustice  to  compel  hotels  to  abso- 
lutely close  for  half  a  day  in  order  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  a  number  of  fanatics. 

Mr.  MASLIN  was  pleased  to  hear  some  of 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei,  especially  in  respect  to  colonial 
prohibition.  There  was  one  thing  very  certain 
— that  those  who  believed  in  local  prohibition 
believed  in  colonial  prohibition,  and  they  would 
try  as  far  as  possible  to  educate  the  public  up 
to  their  idea  of  things,  and  as  soon  as  pub- 
lic opinion  was  ripe  for  the  movement  they 
would  he  prepared  to  take  the  necessary  step 
in  that  direction.  He  was  glad  that  when  the 
Licensing  Bill  came  up,  and  when  the  question 
of  colonial  prohibition  was  before  the  House, 
they  would  have  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  voting  for  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  colonial  prohibition.  He  was  muoh 
Mr.  Stevtiu 


astonished  at  some  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's arguments,  especially  those  in  regard 
to  employes  in  hotel-bars.  He  thought,  if  any 
one  class  required  a  half-holiday  more  than 
another,  it  was  these  persons.  If  they  were 
employed  for  seventeen  hours— from  six  in  the 
morning  till  eleven  at  night — in  the  unhealthy 
atmosphere  of  a  hotel-bar,  it  was  a  good  reason 
why  they  should  have  one  half-day  to  them- 
selves to  get  a  little  fresh  air.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  hotel-bars  should  not  be  included  in 
the  closing  proposals  of  this  Bill,  because,  as 
had  been  already  pointed  out,  the  Bill  prevented 
persons  from  getting  the  necessaries  of  life  on 
the  half-holiday;  and  why,  therefore,  should 
it  not  restrict  them  from  getting  the  luxuries 
of  life  on  that  particular  day?  He  believed  if 
this  exemption  were  allowed  it  would  have  a  very 
demoralising  effect,  especially  in  country  towns. 
The  labouring-men  were  working  out  in  the 
country  the  greater  port  of  the  week,  and  came 
home  on  Saturday  night,  and,  if  the  Saturday 
half-holiday  were  adopted,  what  would  be  the 
spectacle  ?  Every  shop  would  be  closed  ex- 
cept shops  which  would  be  open  for  the  sale 
of  liquor ;  and  these  hotel-bars  were  nothing 
but  man-traps.  If  he  could  close  a  man-trap 
he  would  endeavour  to  do  so  with  all  his 
might.  The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Dnthie)  tried  to  point  out  that  the 
Licensing  Bill  was  the  place  in  which  to  make 
this  provision  for  the  closing  of  hotel-bars, 
because  they  did  not  come  under  the  definition 
of  a  shop.  He  thought  they  should  have  two 
strings  to  their  bow.  A  bar  was  as  much  a 
shop  as  were  places  in  which  they  sold  boots 
or  anything  else.  They  sold  bottles  of  whiskey. 
Why  should  there  be  a  distinction  between 
selling  a  bottle  of  whiskey  and  selling  a  bottle 
of  pickles  7  How  could  it  be  said  that  a  place 
in  which  a  bottle  of  whiskey  was  sold  was  not 
a  shop  7  The  member  for  Christohuroh  City 
(Mr.  Collins)  said  injustice  would  be  inflicted 
upon  hotelkeepers,  on  the  ground  that  they  paid 
£40  a  year  for  their  licenses.  The  Legislative 
Council  had  introduced  a  clause  by  which  the 
clerks  of  auctioneers,  who  also  paid  £40  a  year 
for  their  licenses,  must  have  a  half-holiday. 
He  quite  agreed  that  they  should;  but,  if  auc- 
tioneers had  to  close  their  business  places  for 
half  a  day  in  order  to  give  their  employes  the 
benefit  of  this  holiday,  why  should  there  be  any 
objection  to  the  hotelkeepcr  closing  his  bar  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  paid  for  a  license? 
Auctioneers  paid  for  a  license  also,  and,  not- 
withstanding that  fact,  this  Bill  proposed  that 
they  should  give  their  employes  a  half-holiday. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  vote  for  the  reten- 
tion of  this  clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  should  not  reply  at 
any  length  to  the  remarks  that  had  been  made 
during  the  course  of  the  discussion,  because  he 
believed  that  every  honourable  member  had 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  how  he  intended  to 
vote  on  this  question.  For  himself,  if  he  agreed 
with  some  honodrable  gentlemen  that  public- 
houses  were  places  where  poisons  were  retailed 
for  the  destruction  of  the  human  race,  then  hie, 
like  other  honourable  gentlemen  holding  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Sfu^s  and 


[HOUSE.] 


Shop-assistants  Bill. 


329 


view  of  the  matter,  would  of  course  vote  with 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  But, 
AR  be  merely  looked  upon  hotels  as  places  in 
which  refreshments  could  be  obtained,  he  would 
vote  agaiost  that  honourable  gentleman.  He 
and  others  had  no  doubt  that  alcohol  taken 
in  moderation  was  hurtful  to  nobody  —  in 
fact,  for  many  people  it  was  a  good  thing ; 
and  honourable  members  who  took  that  view 
of  the  case  would  vote  for  having  public- 
houses  open  on  every  afternoon  in  the  week, 
jost  as  they  would  vote  for  keeping  every  re- 
freshment place  open  every  afternoon.  With 
r^ard  to  the  attacks  made  upon  him,  these 
attacks  reminded  him  of  old  times,  especially 
during  last  Parliament,  when  so  many  on- 
slaughts were  made  upon  him  in  connection 
with  his  labour  legislation ;  but  he  fought  all 
those  attacks  out,  and  he  got  his  Bills  through, 
wid  he  should  fight  the  matter  out  again  this 
Parliament  if  necessary.  With  regard  to  the 
tone  adopted  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Grey,  be  had  only  to  say  the  honourable 
member  and  himself  belonged  to  the  same 
party,  they  were  usually  on  friendly  terms, 
and  they  asoally  agreed  with  each  other,  but 
he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  expressed  his  views  without  adopting  a 
tone  quite  so  disagreeable  or  a  manner  quite 
so  noisy.  However,  that  was  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  consider,  not  for  him  (Mr. 
Beeves).  Then,  with  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  that 
honourable  gentleman,  of  course,  occupied  a 
different  position  from  that  of  Mr.  Guinness. 
He  was  older  than  ho  (Mr.  Reeves) — in  fact, 
older  than  most  of  the  members  in  that  House. 
This  was  the  sixth  consecutive  occasion  upon 
which,  without  the  slightest  provocation,  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  made  a  personal 
attack  upon  him.  Why  he  did  not  know. 
He  shoQld,  however,  not  forget  the  member 
for  Selwyn's  age  and  venerable  position,  and 
should,  therefore,  neither  reply  to  bis  attack 
of  that  afternoon,  nor  to  any  subsequent 
attack  he  might  make  during  the  session. 
.Q  With  regard  to  the  attack  that  had 
'  '  been  made  upon  him  because  he  had 
gone  before  a  Committee  of  the  Upper  House 
and  made  a  general  statement  with  regard  to 
the  Bill,  he  had  frequently  done  so,  and  would 
-do  (o  whenever  he  got  the  opportunity  again 
in  regard  to  any  Bill  of  which  he  might  be 
in  charge,  or  in  which  he  might  be  interested. 
He  only  wished  that,  insteaS  of  only  having 
the  chance  of  going  before  a  Committee  of 
Another  place,  he  could  have  the  chance  of 
going  before  the  Council  as  a  whole.  It  would 
be  an  excellent  reform  if  Ministers,  who  drew 
Bills  up,  and  made  a  special  duty  of  forward- 
ing them,  and  who  debated  them  and  supported 
them  in  the  House,  were  able  to  go  before  the 
Council  and  take  charge  of  them  there.  That 
-was  the  one  good  point  in  the  Elective  Execu- 
tive BUI  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  ;  it  was  the 
one  thing  he  would  willingly  and  cheerfully 
have  seen  passed  into  law,  and  it  was  one 
thing  he  would  always  support  and  advocate  ii 


ever  he  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  He 
would  like  to  know  %vhat  would  have  become  of 
some  of  the  clauses  of  some  of  his  Bills  if  he 
had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  go  before  Com- 
mittees in  another  place  and  explain  them 
there,  and  if  he  had  not  given  the  members  of 
those  Committees  such  information  and  spe- 
cial knowledge  as  he  had  with  regard  to  those 
clauses.  It  was  virtually  impossible  that  Minis- 
ters in  another  place,  who  had  not  only  to  take 
charge  of  some  five  or  six  Bills  which  they 
had  made  a  special  study  of,  but  of  all  the 
Government  Bills — often  on  the  very  shortest 
notice  —  could  have  that  special  knowledge 
with  regard  to  many  points  of  those  Bills 
that  the  Ministers  who  had  special  charge 
of  them  in  the  House  possessed.  He  made 
no  reflection  on  his  colleagues,  who  did  their 
work  thoroughly,  conscientiously,  and  indus- 
triously; hut  he  thought  the  reform  he  spoke 
of  would  be  a  most  excellent  one,  and  he  would 
support  it  whenever  he  had  a  chance.  As  re- 
garded the  charge  that  he  had  taken  a  special 
interest  in  the  labour  Bills,  and  that  he  was 
not  satisfied  to  get  them  through  the  House 
and  fling  them  on  to  the  Council,  and  let  them 
take  their  chance  and  live  or  die  there — instead 
of  that  being  a  cause  for  blame,  it  was  a  thing 
of  which  he  was  justly  proud,  and  for  which  he 
thought  the  labouring- classes  would  thank  him 
in  days  to  come.  He  would  not  be  true  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  if  he  did  not  make  every 
effort  to  get  all  the  labour  Bills  passed  not  only 
in  the  House,  but  in  another  place,  and  put  on 
the  statute-book,  or  if  he  did  not  do  bis  utmost 
to  get  them  passed  in  the  form  which  he  con- 
sidered best.  It  was  stated  t)>at  the  clause  in 
question  was  passed  by  the  Houae  by  a  majority ; 
whereas  it  was  passed  by  the  casting-vote  of  the 
Chairman,  who  stated  that  lie  voted  in  favour 
of  it  in  order  to  give  opportunity  for  further 
consideration. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— Which  it  has  not  got. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  had  received  considera- 
tion in  another  place. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  the  point. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said.  Well,  it  was  getting 
further  consideration  in  the  House  now^  If  it 
had  been  thrown  out  it  would  not  have  got  that 
further  consideration.  That  was  a  complete 
answer  to  that  charge.  He  did  not  intend  to 
be  dictated  to  by  any  member  as  to  what  he  did 
in  order  to  get  his  Bills  on  the  statute-book  ;  if 
the  majority  thought  he  did  wrong  they  could 
punish  him  by  removing  him  from  his  position ; 
but  he  would  not  take  the  dictation  of  any  indi- 
vidual member  as  to  his  action  in  getting  Bills 
on  the  statute-book  after  they  had  passed  the 
House.  He  would  do  what  he  thought  to  be  best, 
as  he  had  done  in  the  past.  It  was  said  this 
clause  must  be  in  its  proper  place  m  the  Bill  if 
such  a  section  as  the  clause  relating  to  banks 
and  offices  was  in.  If  there  were  a  Bill  deal- 
ing specially  with  the  hours  to  be  observed  by 
banks,  and  if  that  Bill  were  coming  before  the 
House  in  a  few  days  to  be  amended  and  passed, 
he  would  say  there  was  a  special  reason  for 
not  putting  a  clause  in  this  present  Bill ;  but, 
as  there  was  no  possibility  of  insuring  f^  bali- 
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holiday  or  shorter  hours  to  bank-clerks  unless 
by  provision  in  this  Bill,  they  were  justified 
in  putting  a  clause  in  this  Bill.  If  there  were 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  hours  to  be  observed  by 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  if  it  were  before 
the  House,  he  would  say  they  were  justified  in 
removing  the  clause  relating  to  druggists  which 
was  in  this  Bill  to  that  measure.  But,  as  there 
was  nothing  of  the  sort,  the  clause  was  in 
its  proper  place  in  this  Bill.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  paid  employes  in  hotel 
bars  had  as  much  right  to  a  holiday  as  others. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  that.  There  was 
a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  give  them  that  half- 
holiday —  not  this  clause.  It  was  said  this 
clause,  if  retained,  would  not  injure  the  Shop- 
assistemts  Bill.  He  thought  it  would.  He 
believed  it  would  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
prevent  Saturday  from  being  adopted  as  the 
universal  half-holiday  throughout  the  colony. 
If  publicans  were  compelled  to  shut  up  on  the 
half-holiday,  it  meant  that  the  publicans,  who 
were  a  very  powerful  element  in  the  munici- 
palities, would  use  every  effort  to  have  the  day 
on  Wednesdays  or  Thursdays,  and  not  Satur- 
days, because  they  would  not  want  to  close  on 
Saturdays,  of  all  days.  That  was  one  reason 
why  the  clause  should  not  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill.  He  was  quite  justified  in  keeping  to 
labour  Bills  pure  and  simple.  He  was  not 
there  to  argue  as  to  the  principle  whether 
publichoases  should  be  closed  on  a  certain  day 
or  not,  and  he  declined  to  argue  on  it.  It 
might  be  right,  but  he  would  not  disonss  the 
point.  This  was  a  Bill  dealing  with  shops,  and 
the  lioensing-law  should  not  be  put  into  it. 
The  Labour  Department  was  not  the  proper 
department  to  aidminister  the  licensing-law,  or 
any  portion  of  it,  and  he  had  a  very  strong  ob- 
jection to  have  the  admiristration  of  any  part 
of  tlie  licensing-laws  thrust  on  himself  or  his 
department.  The  department  had  neither  the 
funds  nor  the  ability  to  administer  the  licens- 
ing-laws, and  it  was  putting  it  in  a  most  in- 
vidious and  unfair  position.  It  would  be  unable 
effectually  to  discharge  the  duties,  and  odium 
would  be  cast  on  it  in  consequence.  If  the 
Housciwanted  the  licensing-law  changed  and 
more  rigorously  administered,  in  God's  name 
let  them  have  it,  bnt  let  it  be  done  by  the 
Licensing  Act,  which  was  the  proper  place 
for  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  omission  of  the  words  regarding  bars  of 
hotels,  in  clause  2,  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  84. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinketton 

Carroll 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Crowther 

Lang 

Seddon 

Dancan 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M 

Duthie 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Fraser 

HcKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Graham 

McKenzie,  R. 

Ward 

Oieen 

McLaohlon 

Willis. 

Hall 

Mills 

Harris 

O'Regan 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Camcross 

Houston 

Pere 

Collins. 

Mr. 

Reevei 

!NoKS,  30. 

Allen 

Hutohison,  W 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buddo 

Joyoe 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Bnick 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Saunders 

Button 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Camell 

McQowan 

Stout 

Kamshaw 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Flatman 

Mitohelson 

WiUon. 

Guinness 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Heke 

Newman 

McNab. 

Hutohison, 

G. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  new  clause  16ii.  be  dis- 
agreed with, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  like  to  point  out  that 
this  provision  would  cast  a  heavy  additional 
burden  on  the  Minister  of  Labour.  At  present 
he  had  only  to  deal  with  labour,  but  this  clanse 
would  put  all  commercial  offices,  bonks,  and 
insurance  offices  under  the  Labour  Bureau;, 
and  how  they  would  be  able  to  do  that  he  was 
not  aware.  It  would  be  an  exceedingly  heavy 
task.  He  would  also  point  out  to  the  Minister 
that,  as  there  wa.s  a  Bank  Act  dealing  ■mth 
bank-holidays,  an  amendment  of  the  law  in 
that  respect  ought  to  be  made  in  a  special 
Bill,  and  ought  not  to  come  within  the  general 
Shops  Bill. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  afraid  the  last  speaker 
failed  to  grasp  the  situation.  The  honoarai>Ie 
gentleman  would  see  that  this  Bill  would  give 
the  Minister  of  Labour  an  oppoftunity  of  ap- 
pointing a  few  more  officers.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  build  up  a  big  Labour  Department. 
That  department  was  now  as  large  as  was. 
necessary  to  look  after  the  working-men,  and 
now  we  were  going  to  look  after  the  bank  and 
insurance  clerks.  Of  course,  that  would  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  o£ 
providing  for  a  few  more  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  desired  to  know  whether 
it  was  intended  to  include  the  export  branches 
of  shipping  offices  under  the  Bill.  It  would 
seriously  afiect  mercantile  transactions  if  these 
offices  were  closed.  For  iQStanoe,  in  the  case 
of  a  direct  steamer  leaving,  bills  of  lading,, 
specifications,  et  cetera,  hod  to  be  pat  through, 
and  if  these  offices  were  closed  it  would  mean 
that  business  would  be  much  hampered. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  ridiculous 
to  say  that  "  cashiers,  ledger-keepers,  and  cash- 
book-keepers  shall,  before  leaving  their  offices, 
balance  tbe  books  in  their  charge  of  the  day's 
transactions."  They  might  be  kept  all  nig^t- 
in  order  to  do  that.  He  thought  the  House 
ought  to  object  to  that  part  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ricoarton :  not  because  he  thought  there  ought 
not  to  be  a  reasonable  provision  made  for 
allowing  the  books  to  be  balanced,  but  becanse 
the  word  "  shall "  provided  that  they  should 
sto^  after  five  o'clock  and  do  this  work  whethw 
their  employen  wished  it  or  whether  they  did 
not  wish  it.  He  thought  tbe  clause  was  badly 
worded,    and   that    they  might   improve  tm 
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wording,  and  so  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
diaa^ve  with  that  part  of  the  claase  which  he 
had  indicated.  As  to  the  suggestion  to  deal 
with  banlcB  in  a  special  Act,  if  he  thought  there 
waa  a  powerful  and  determined  party  sworn  to 
get  soich  an  Act  on  the  statute-book  or  die 
in  the  attempt,  he  would  be  willing  to  try  and 
have  that  done.  But,  as  there  was  not,  they 
had  better  have  the  bank-olerka  in  this  Bill. 
Tbs  jpetBonalities  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Maraden  were  such  as  they  might  expect 
from  him.  The  Labour  Department,  instead 
of  being  a  colossal  department,  was  by  far  the 
smallest  and  cheapest  department  in  the  Qo- 
Tstnjnent.  He  donbted  whether  any  labour 
department  in  the  world  was  worked  so  cheaply. 
The  expense  had  not  increased,  as  a  compari- 
son of  the  estimates  this  year  with  those  of  last 
year  showed.  He  thonght  he  could  administer 
tiiia  claose  without  appointing  a  number  of  his 
friends  to  positions  in  the  department. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Kr.  Bell,  ilz.  Tanner,  and  Mr.  Beeves  were 
appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing 
with  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

IS  COXiaXTEE. 

Clause  3.— Deposits  not  exceeding  £1,000,000 
may  be  received. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  That  the  words 
"  one  million  pounds  "  be  struck  out,  with  a 
view  of  inserting  "  five  hundred  thousand 
poonds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  ttie  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  claose.^' 

Axes,  S7. 
OaEncross  Lamach  Farata 

Catnell  Lawry  Pinkerton 

Oanoll  Mackintosh        Reeves 

Dimean  Maslin  Seddon 

Flatman  McQowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Oiabam  MoKenzie,  3.     Stevens 

Hall  MoKenzie,  B.    Steward 

Harris  MoLaohlan       Thompson 

Meredith  Ward. 

Millar 


Hooskm 
Hntchiaon,  W.  Mills 
Joyce  Morrison 

KeUy,  W.  O'Begaa 


Tellers. 
Collins 
Bussell,  O.  W. 


Boiek 

Bnttoa 

Ciowther 

Dntfaie 

"Ramnhmr 

Fcmaer 

Oraen 

HaU-^enes 


NoKB,  23. 
H6ke 

Hutchison,  O. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Masaey 
MoNab 
Montgomery 
PaiB6. 


Newman 
Russell,  W.  B. 
Smith,  Q.  3. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Telleri. 
Allen 
Buchanan. 


For. 
Cadman 
Pere 
Pirani 
Willis. 


Againit. 
Mitchelson 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Bell. 


Amendment  negatived,  and  "  one  million 
pounds  "  retained. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  words 
"  four  pounds  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  in- 
serting "  three  pounds  ten  shillings." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  40. 


Buiok 

Joyce 

Farata 

Carncross 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Carnell 

Lamach 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Collins 

Mackintosh 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

Maslin 

Smith,  0.  J. 

Flatman 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Graham 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Hall 

MoKenzie,  B. 

Tanner 

Hall-Jones 

MoLaohlan 

Ward. 

Hsjris 

MoNab 

Hogg 

Mills 

TelUrs. 

Houston 

Morrison 

Montgomery 

Hutchison,  W. 

O'Began 
Nobs,  22. 

Pinkerton. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  G. 

Saunders 

Buchanan     • 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stout 

Buddo 

Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Thompson 

Button 

Wilson. 

Crowther 

McGuire 

Duthie 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Eamshaw 

Millar 

Eraser 

Heke 

Bussell,  W.  B 
Paibs. 

Massey. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Oadmau 

Mitchelson 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani 

Green 

WUlis. 

Bell. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  clause,  "  and  no  Consols  shall  be  issued 
at  a  price  that  will  give  more  than  four  per 
centum  interest." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Button 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 


Majority  for,  14. 


Houston 


Ayes,  23. 
Lang 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Millar 
Newman 
Bussell,  W.  B. 
Smith,  G.  J. 

Noes,  34. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
MoLaohlan 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 


Steward 
Stout 
Thompson 
Wilson. 

Teller*. 
Eamshaw 
Mackenzie,  T. 

O'Regan 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Bussell,  G.  W. 
Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Ward. 

Tetters. 
Graham 
Mills. 
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For. 

Avi/iMat. 

Bell 

WilliB 

Fraser 

Beeves 

Green 

Pittmi 

Hutchison, 

G. 

Xjftmftoli 

McGuire 

Stevens 

Mitchelson 

Gadman 

TeAo. 

Pere. 
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Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — Date  of  repayment  and  interest  to 
be  fixed. 

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  forty  years,"  with  a  view  to  reducing 
the  term  within  which  the  deposits  are  repay- 
able. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Buddo 

Buick 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Hall -Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 


Allen 

Button 

Camcross 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Fraset 

Graham 


Ayes,  31. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLaohlan 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Morrison 
Parata 

Noss,  22. 
Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
Moslin 
Massay 

Montgomery  Tellers. 

Bussell,  W.  B.  Newman 
Saunders  Smith,  G.  3. 


Pinkerton 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Tanner 

Ward. 

Tetters. 
Hall 

Mills. 


Steward 
Stout 
Thompson 
Wilson. 


For. 
Cadman 
Larnach 
Lawry 
Pere 
Pirani 
Stevens 
Willis. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Mitchelson 
Hutchison,  G. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
TeAo 
Green 
McGoire 
Bell. 


Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Clause  7. — Deposits  to  be  paid  into  Public 
Account. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  clause  be  struck 
out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  a  new  clause. 

.Agreed  to,  and  clause  struck  out. 

Clause  82. — Minors  may  become  Consols' 
holders,  and  transfer. 

Mr.  6UCHAKAI7  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  BiU." 


Buddo 

Buick 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Graham 

HaU 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Allen 

Eamshaw 

Maasey 


Ayes,  38. 
Houston 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  B. 
Mcljaohlan 
McKab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 

NoKS,  8. 
O'Regan 
Bussell,  W.  B. 
Stout. 


Moiriton 

Kewmaji 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Tanner 

Ward. 

TeOerm. 
Lawry 
Smith,  E.  IL 


TellerM. 
Buchanan 
Wilson. 


FilBS. 

For. 
Cadman 
Carnoross 
Duncan 
Hutchison,  W. 
Larnach 
McKenzie,  J. 
MUlar 
Pere 
Pirani 
Stevens 
Steward 
Willis. 


Against. 
Mitchelson 
Button 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Duthie 

Hutchison,  O. 
B'ra«er 
Heke,' 
TeAo 
Green 
McGuire 
Lang 
Bell. 


Majority  for,  25. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  retained. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause : — 

"  Ko  Consols  or  certificates  issued  under  the 
authority  of  this  Act  shall  be  convertible  into 
stock  under  '  The  New  Zealand  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1877,'  or  '  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1884.' " 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  this  new  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Collins 

Crowther 

Graham 

Hsbll-Jones 

Heke 

Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 


Ayes,  21. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Newman 

Noes,  21. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
MoGowon 
McKenzie,  J. 
McXiachlan 
Mills 
Parata 


O'Began 
Bussell,  W.  R. 

Stout 
Taimer. 

TeOers. 
Bamshaw 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Bussell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  !£. 
Wsjd. 

TeUen. 
Morrison 
Pinkerton. 


Joyce 


For. 
Bell 
Button 
Duthie 


Paibs. 


Willis 
Camcross 
Hutchison,  W. 
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Ote«n 

Hntohison,  Q. 
KeUy.  J.  W. 
littng 
HcOniie 
Mitchelson 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Fiianl 

Lamaoh 

Duncan 

StewELrd 

Stevens 

Cadman 

MsboMntoah 

Millai. 


The  Chaibxas  gave  hia  oasting-vote  'with 
the  "  Ayes." 

Mi.  BUGH.'VNAK  said  he  fo^t  when  the 
division  was  taken  that  he  was  paired  with  the 
Minister  o{  Lands,  and  therefore  his  vote, 
which  was  given  with  the  "  Ayes,"  ought  to  be 
teooided  with  the  "  Koes." 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  having  given  his 
easting-vote,  the  matter  could  not  be  reopened. 

Qaose  read  a  second  time. 

The  motion,  "  That  the  clause  be  added  to 
the  Bill,"  was  subsequently  negatived  on  the 
voices. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'cloelc  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  118th  SeptenOier,  1894. 


Third  Beading— Bank  of  New  Zealand— Forest  Be- 
-Badng  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill, 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeaeeb  took  the  ohaii  at 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 
Fbatzbs. 

THIKD  BEADINO. 
Sehool.attendance  Bill. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, In  view  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  Share  Guarantee  Act  imposing 
on  them  the  necessity  for  appointing  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Directors  within  three 
months  of  the  issue  of  the  guaranteed  shares, 
wluch  time  is  about  to  expire,  and  also  of  the 
bet  that  the  Board  of  Directors,  whose  election 
ms  also  provided  for  by  that  Act,  has  been 
elected,  when  they  will  inform  Parliament  of 
the  date  on  which  the  appointment  of  Presi- 
dent will  be  made  7  He  wished  to  say  that,  of 
eonrse,  he  had  no  desire  whatever  to  a^  a  ques- 
tiOD  that  might  be  in  the  least  inconvenient 
to  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  duty 
which  they  had  to  perform,  and  which,  he  ad- 
mitted, was  of  a  very  delicate  and  important 
character.  At  the  same  time,  he  would  say 
that  the  importance  of  the  appointment  men- 
tioned in  the  question  was  such,  consider- 
ing the  immense  responsibility  which  the 
colony  had  recently  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  having  regard  also  to 
the  bet  that  the  bank  largely  carried  on 
operations  outside  the  colony,  and  having  re- 
^zd  likewise  to  the  nature  of  the  Assets 
Company  and  its  important  bearing  on  the 
position  of  the  bank,  that  it  appeared  to  him 


— ^in  fact,  he  was  aware — that  there  was  very 
considerable  anxiety  in  the  country  to  know 
the  decision  which  the  Government  had  come 
to  upon  the  appointment  of  a  President  of  the 
bank.  He  had  therefore  thought  it  right  to 
ask  this  question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  was  quite 
sure  that  his  honourable  friend  would  give  the 
Government  credit  for  being  as  anxious  to  have 
this  important  question  settled  as  he  was. 
Papers  which  would  be  laid  on  the  table  as 
soon  as  they  were  ready  would  show  exactly 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
The  matter  was  now  under  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  and  they  had 
not  yet  decided  as  to  the  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed. A  person  would  shortly  be  appointed, 
no  doubt,  and  he  trusted  he  would  be  one  who 
would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Council 
and  of  the  country. 

FOBEST  BESERVES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  moved,  Tliat 
a  return  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  all  lands  set 
apart  as  forest  reserves  under  "  The  New  Zea- 
land State  Forests  Act,  1885,"  during  the  years 
1890,  1891,  1892,  and  1893,  showing  the  area, 
and  locality  in  which  the  lands  so  set  apart 
are  sUuate.  His  object  in  asking  for  this  re- 
turn was  to  ascertain  how  far  the  intention  of 
"  The  New  Zealand  State  Forests  Act,  1885," 
had  been  carried  out.  Repeatedly  papers  were 
laid  on  the  table  withdrawing  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  reserves  made  under  it.  He 
was  anxious  to  know  if  further  reserves  were 
being  set  apart  by  the  Government  of  the  day. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

EATING  ON  UNIMPROVED  VALUE 
BILL. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Resuming  the 
discussion  on  this  Bill,  I  should  like  to  say 
that,  as  I  understand  the  Bill,  it  proposes  for 
the  future  to  take  the  land,  without  any  im- 
provements that  may  be  placed  upon  it,  as  the 
sole  basis  of  rating,  and  that  it  intends  to  make 
this  applicable  wherever  in  a  district  it  is 
adopted  by.  the  vote  of  a  meeting  of  ratepayers, 
to  be  called  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  and  to 
apply  this  principle  to  all  the  rating  by  any 
local  body  within  that  area.  I  do  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  question  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  single-tax  theory,  bocauso  I  do  not  think 
that  is  exactly  applicable,  nor  is  it  ver}'  con- 
venient to  bring  that  question  into  play  in 
connection  with  a  question  of  this  kind.  It 
appears  to  me  rather  that  the  better  way  to 
discuss  this  question  is  to  consider  whether  this 
principle  of  the  exemption  of  improvements 
from  rating  should  be  adopted.  Instead  of 
assuming,  as  appears  to  be  the  common  prac- 
tice, that  this  is  in  itself  a  good  rule,  I  prefer 
to  invite  honourable  gentlemen  to  consider  it 
from  the  exactly  opposite  point  of  view,  and  to 
consider  what  reasons  there  are  for  its  adop- 
tion. If  it  is  said  that  we  have  already  adopted 
this  system  in  regard  to  general  taxation,  in 
the  matter  of  land  for  general  purposes,  I  would 
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Bay  this :  The  two  objeota  for  wbioh  money  is 
raised  on  land  are  totally  different.  In  the  one 
case — of  general  taxation — there  ia  an  entirely 
different  set  of  necessities  to  provide  for :  public 
defence,  the  protection  of  life  and  property, 
public  debt,  education,  and  the  maintenance  of 
all  the  departments  of  government.  When  we 
turn  from  that  to  local  rating,  we  find  the 
objects  totally  different,  and  they  stand  on  a 
totally  different  basis.  Instead  of  being  for 
such  objects  as  I  have  mentioned,  they  are 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  value  of  land, 
and  for  the  personal  convenience  and  oomfort  of 
ratepayers,  passengers,  and  so  forth.  Sir,  this 
is  the  point  of  view  at  which  I  propose  to  start, 
having,  as  I  think,  got  rid  of  the  point  that 
might  be  raised  that,  because  we  have  adopted 
the  principle  in  one  form  of  taxation  and  for 
one  set  of  objects,  we  shoald  therefore  adopt  it 
for  local  rating.  The  purposes  for  which  we 
adopt  rating  I  take  to  be  generally  these  :  the 
ordinary  rate,  special  rates,  and  rates  for  such 
objects  as  drainage,  river  -  conservation,  har- 
bours, and  last,  but  not  least,  hospital  and 
charitable  aid — in  point  of  fact,  the  poor-rate  ; 
and  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Montgomery,  in 
the  remarks  he  made  yesterday,  appeared  to 
indicate  that  this  Bill,  in  relation  to  ite  applica- 
tion to  these  subjects,  gives  to  him  and  to  the 
Government  generally  only  partial  satisfac- 
tion,—that  he  considers  river-conservation  and 
drainage  should  be  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  principle.  Why,  I,  for  one,  am  at 
a  loss  to  understand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  said 
that  was  a  matter  for  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes,  Sir,  it  is 
a  matter  for  consideration  whether,  in  respect 
to  rating  for  these  objects  and  all  the  others 
that  might  be  mentioned,  the  principle  should 
not  be  rejected.  That  is  my  idea  of  the  con- 
sideration that  should  be  applied  to  it.  Before 
going  into  any  other  question,  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  this  point.  Take  the  case  of  special 
rates.  Here  are  people,  in  innumerable  in- 
stances, who  have  deliberately  consented  to 
the  application  of  special  rating  to  their  pro- 
perties for  the  purpose  of  getting  some  par- 
tieiilar  work  done,  and  they  did  so  on  the 
understanding  that  a  set  of  circumstances  ex- 
isted which  they  then  saw.  I  merely  mention 
this  incidentally.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  a  great  invasion  of  the  position  they 
then  occupied,  and  one  which  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  justify  after  careful  consideration. 
The  main  object  of  my  remarks  is  this:  to 
attempt  to  show  the  Council  what  must  inevi- 
tably be  the  effect  of  this  measure  on  different 
classes  of  the  community.  It  appears  to  me 
the  object  of  those  who  advocate  this  measure 
is  simply  to  catch  some  person  here  and  there 
who  does  not  improve  his  property.  A  sort  of 
popular  notion  has  been  got  up  that,  because 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  such  persons,  an 
Aet  should  be  brought  in  to  penalise  them.  I 
am  not  going  to  advocate  unimproved  property. 
Far  from  it.  But  what  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  is  that  the  present  Bill  proposes  to  establish 
a  permanent  principle  on  which  local  taxation 
Hon.  Mr.  SUveru 


shoald  rest  for  the  future,  as  far  as  we  can  see, 
and  possibly  for  all  time,  whilst,  on  the  othmr 
hand,  the  existence  of  property  in  an  unim- 
proved condition  must  of  necessity  be  tempo- 
rary. That  state  of  things  cannot  continue  lor 
any  long  period  of  years  under  such  a  burden 
as  land-tax  and  loct^  rating.  The  aggregate  of 
burdens  placed  on  unimproved  land  mast  of 
necessity  be  dealt  with  in  some  manner  by  vraj 
of  realisation.  If  the  land  is  realised  by  a 
non-improving  proprietor,  the  new  owner  will 
not  buy  it  for  the  purpose  of  letting  it  lie 
idle.  liet  us  now  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  effect  on  different  classes  of 
property.  I  am  quite  aware  that  in  certain  dis- 
tricts, certain  bush  districts  possibly  that  might 
occur  to  the  minds  of  honourable  gentlemen, 
a  system  of  this  kind  might  be  more  or  less 
acceptable.  Some  people  have  a  strong  pre- 
judice in  favour  of  the  exemption  of  improTO- 
mente,  but  I  should  like  to  ask,  why  should  any 
one  who  has  valuable  improvements  escape 
from  taxation  ?  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why 
he  shoald.  He  has  put  improvements  on  his 
property  for  purposes  of  his  own,  for  his  own 
advantage — the  improvement  of  his  own  posi- 
tion and  his  own  convenience.  There  is  some 
idea,  I  believe,  abroad  that  he  has  been  a  great 
public  benefactor  by  spending  money  on  im- 
provements. We  all  know  that  if  he  has  spent 
the  money  judiciously  it  is  a  very  good  thing, 
but  if  injudiciously  the  argument  would  dis- 
appear. But  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  farther 
into  that.  The  point  is  this :  By  this  Bill  the 
person  who  spends  money  on  improvements 
will  be  permanently  and  totally  exempted  from 
taxation,  although  those  improvements  may 
have  been  exhausted  over  and  over  again  in  the 
course  of  years,  and  may  not  have  been  re- 
newed. It  may  be  said,  in  the  case  of  exhausted 
improvements  and  depreciation  of  their  valae, 
this  state  of  thing  would  from  time  to  time  be 
corrected  by  valuation,  and  so  it  would;  bat 
this  is  no  answer  to  my  point :  that  the  owner 
has  made  the  improvements  with  the  special  and 
only  object  of  benefiting  himself.  In  examin- 
ing different  classes,  I  wish  to  show  what  the 
influence  of  this  Bill  may  be,  and  will  sum  up 
its  general  effect.  Take  the  case  of  a  town. 
You  can  go  down  the  streete  in  any  of  our 
towns,  and  you  will  find  enormous  buildings  in 
the  shape  of  banks  or  warehouses  on  a  piece  of 
land  no  larger  than  that  held  by  a  person  of 
very  small  means.  Such  instances  must  be  as 
common  as  possible  to  honourable  gentlemen. 
And  what  is  the  effect  of  this  ?  That  the 
wealthy  corporation  or  individual,  having  pat 
up  a  large  building  for  ite  or  his  own  advan- 
tftge,  will  pay  no  more  taxation  on  that  piece 
of  land — being  of  the  same  area — than  the 
small  and  poor  person  ;  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  such  would  be  the  case.  Is  this  a 
fair  state  of  things  ?  Because  on  individual  is 
not  able  to  erect  a  building  of  the  same  sise 
and  value  as  another,  because  his  building  is 
no  larger  than  he  can  afford,  is  that  any  reasoii 
why  he  should  be  punished  to  the  extent  of 
making  up  the  deficiency  out  of  the  value  of 
the  land?    I  cannot  conceive  anything  more 
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iNish,  or  that  would  operate  moie  uofairly 
«nd  almost  cruelly.  Take,  again,  the  case 
of  lesideiiceE.  Every  one  must  be  familiar 
irhh  the  fact  that  the  largest  bouse  very  fre- 
qnently — especially  where  the  land  is  scarce 
—is  put  upon  land  no  larger  in  size  than  a 
«aaner-acre  section.  Such  instances  are  as 
{■miliur  to  me  as  possible.  The  position  is  this : 
A  luge  bank  or  warehouse  is  in  numerous  in- 
Itonces  put  up  on  ground  no  larger  than  aji 
•djoinisg  property  on  which  are  buildings  not 
wii&  a  tenth  part  of  the  bank  or  warehouse, 
•nd,  nevertheless,  the  latter  are  as  large  as 
He  required  bv  the  owner,  and  as  much  as  he 
aw  ^ord.  Yet  the  two  properties  would, 
snder  this  Bill,  pay  the   same  rates.     Again, 

•  person  puts  up  a  house  worth  from  £1,000  to 
S,000  on  a  piece  of  land  which  is  no  larger 
dun  that  of  his  neighbour,  who  occupies  the 
whole  of  a  piece  of  land  of  similar  value  with 
a  building  worth  only  £200  or  £300.  Exactly 
the  same  position  of  hardship  occurs,  and  I 
Hj  it  is  not  a  fair  position ;  it  is  anything  but 
■  fur  position.  Again,  coming  to  the  country 
&tiictE,  every  one  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
valuable  land  is  of  a  character  which  would 
JBitifj  in  a  general  way  a  much  larger  ex- 
fanditure  of  capital  on  it  in  the  way  of  im- 
jnvements  than  land  of  a  poor  qualibr.    Such 

•  position  will  not  bo  questioned.  I  am  not 
peaking  of  improvements  in  the  way  of 
SMnunog  land  or  anything  of  that  sort,  but 
fHOument  improvements.  You  therefore  start 
Vitti  this  position  :  As  regards  the  towns,  you 

'  tn  making  the  poor  man  pay  as  against  the 
^4di;  in  the  suburbs,  where  residences  chiefly 
j|nTail,  yon  are   doing  the  same  thing;  and 
m.  the  countiy,    owing   to   good    land  being 
Mter  worth  improving   than  poor  land,   the 
■me  results  must  occur.    I  believe  it  would 
le  utterly  impossible  to  upset  the  position  I 
bkve  stated.    Viewing  it  in  the  most  impar- 
tial manner,  that  is  the  conclusion  to  which  I 
ihave  come.    It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  at 
tKj  length  ;  I  have  said  vixtually  all  I  wish  to 
«R.    But  there  is  one  point  left,  and  it  is  this : 
Line  power  will  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
[tie  ratepayers. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Hear,  hear. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— My  honourable 
Uesd  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  am  surprised 
ftahhe  should  take  so  shallow  a  view.  Does 
ke  imagine  the  people  to  whose  interest  it  is, 
aad  who  have  great  influence  ia  the  localities, 
will  not  induce  their  poor  neighbours — and 
ttey  would  be  quite  justified  in  doing  so — to 
IwTe  a  public  meeting  got  up  for  the  purpose 
ef  adopting  the  scheme  ?  Certainly  they  would. 
And  as  for  numbers  in  a  community  being  an 
dement  of  safety,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  one.  I 
■m  quite  satisfied  that  the  richer  proprietors 
:V31,  when  they  understand  the  meaning  of 
Ail,  get  up  sm  agitation — probably  sucoess- 
Iftdly — for  the  adoption  of  the  scheme ;  and 
Hiey  will  do  it  in  their  own  interests ;  and  for 
Suee  years  the  poorer  inhabitants  in  all  these 
localities  will  be  suffering  without  any  chance 
of  remedy  until  the  expiration  of  three  years. 
It  does  appear  to  jne  that  the  Bill  has  been 


brought  forward  under  an  entire  misconception 
of  what  is  proper  in  regard  to  the  prinoi^e  of 
local  taxation,  and  that  it  is  in  itself  mis- 
chievous to  the  last  degree,  and  that  it  is  oal- 
culated  to  inflict  on  those  who  are  least  able  to 
bear  it  the  heaviest  burden. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has  answered 
most  satisfactorily  the  arguments  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Fharazyn  in  one  respect.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Fharazyn  was  afraid  this  would  in- 
juriously affect  the  large  landholders.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  thinks  it  would  injuriously 
aSect  the  small  holders. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN.— I  said  it  would 
injuriously  affect  the  holders  of  poor  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  said  it  was  an  insidious  attack  on 
landed  estate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FHARAZYN.— Of  course  it  is. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— I  think,  myself,  it 
will  not  to  any  extent  injuriously  affect  any 
one,  but  will  tend  to  relieve  the  actual  occu- 
piers of  land.  Of  course,  I  do  not  know  what 
will  be  its  effect  on  other  districts  so  well  as 
on  my  own  District  of  Taranaki ;  and  there, 
I  think,  so  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  it  will 
be  unanimously  accepted  by  the  public  vote 
in  rural  districts.  How  wUl  this  operate  ? 
What  are  these  local  rates  for?  They  are 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  roads;  and  I 
think  our  interest  ought  to  be  to  protect  those 
who  live  on  their  properties,  utilise  them,  and 
make  use  of  the  roads,  in  preference  to  those 
who  are  absent  and  hold  land  simply  for  specu- 
lative purposes.  I  think  this  Bill  will  effect 
that  object.  I  do  not  think  much  difficulty 
will  arise  with  respect  to  ascertaining  the 
unimproved  value,  because  we  have  already 
had  some  experience  in  this  matter.  A  short 
time  ago  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  under 
which  Valuers  had  to  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
the  unimproved  and  the  gross  value  of  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  method  they  adopted  to  ascer- 
tain the  unimproved  value  was  this :  They  first 
ascertained  the  gross  value  of  the  land,  in- 
cluding the  improvements,  they  next  ascer- 
tained the  present  value  of  the  improvements, 
and  from  the  gross  value  they  deducted  the 
value  of  the  improvements,  and  the  balance 
represented  the  unimproved  value.  It  was 
found,  practically,  that  the  value  of  the  im- 
provements was  from  one-fourth  to  one-thixd 
of  the  gross,  and  therefore  in  a  district  like 
ours  it  will  not  materially  affect  those  who 
have  largely  improved  their  land.  This  is  not 
a  new  proposal  at  all.  This  method  of  rating 
was  in  operation  in  TaraneJci  in  1858.  I  have 
the  provincial  ordinance  here,  and  will  read 
the  clause.  The  ordinance  was  psbssed  in  1858, 
and  we  then  had  the  benefit  of  the  legal  advice 
of  a  gentleman  who  now  occupies  the  position 
of  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  who  was 
then  Provinoial  Solicitor — Judge  Richmond. 
After  providing  for  an  acreage  rate  for  the 
rural  ^stricts,  the  ordinance  stated  that — 

"  Within  the  town  distriot  an  uniform  rate 
per  cent,  to  be  assessed  on  the  value  of  aU  lands 
within  the  distriot,  exclusive  of  all  buildings. 
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etections,  and  improvementa  whatBoever,  shall 
in  every  case  be  imposed,  such  value  to  be  as- 
certained as  hereinafter  provided." 

The  rate  was  not  to  be  less  than  i  per 
cent.,  and  was  to  be  fixed  by  a  public  meeting 
of  ratepayers.  Subsequently,  the  rate  on  the 
unimproved  value  was  changed  to  a  minimum 
of  2d.  in  the  pound  on  the  capital  value, 
but  not  to  exceed  8d.  in  the  pound.  This  ordi- 
nance was  in  operation  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  until  an  Act  was  passed  by  this  Legis- 
lature altering  the  mode  of  levying  taxation. 
Therefore  this  was  in  operation  in  New  Zea- 
land before  Henry  Oeorge  was  ever  thought  of, 
or  before  his  views  had  come  before  the  public. 
The  effect  in  the  Taranaki  District  will  be  that 
it  will  discourage  speculation  in  land,  and  re- 
duce taxation  on  the  improving  settler.  Under 
the  present  system  the  man  who  fells  bush, 
and  erects  fences,  buildings,  and  a  house,  is 
rated  for  all  these  improvements  ;  whereas  the 
man  alongside  of  him,  who  makes  no  improve- 
ments and  lets  the  bush  remain,  and  who  does 
not  contribute— or,  at  any  rate,  contributes  a 
very  small  proportion  —  towards  making  the 
loaas,  is  rated  about  one-fourth  as  much  ;  yet 
his  land  rises  in  value,  and  the  time  comes 
when  the  man  who  does  nothing  is  able  to  sell 
and  make  a  profit,  and  pockets  the  proceeds 
without  contributing  a  fair  share  to  local  rates. 
This  practice  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  irri- 
tation in  the  district,  and  there  have  several 
times  been  complaints  and  difficulties  that 
have  arisen  under  the  present  system.  The 
Bill  cannot  be  put  into  operation  by  the  local 
authority  without  a  requisition  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  ratepayers,  and,  in  fact,  it 
cannot  be  done  until  one -half  of  the  rate- 
payers agree  to  it ;  and  it  must  be  understood 
that  at  any  rate  the  principle  of  "  one  man  one 
vote  "  does  not  apply  with  regard  to  local  go- 
vernment. Some  of  the  ratepayers  will  have 
from  two  to  five  votes,  and  they  can  record  their 
plurality  of  votes  against  the  unimproved  rating 
proposal  to  rate  on  the  unimproved  value.  It 
is  not  the  number  of  individuals  who  decide, 
but  the  number  of  votes  recorded  at  the  poll, 
that  determines  the  matter,  so  that  it  is  rather 
in  favour  of  the  large  owners  than  otherwise. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  very  class  of  people 
who  do  not  want  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KKLLY.— Then,  they  certainly 
will  not  vote  for  it,  and  therefore  they  have  a 
remedy.  I  cannot  say,  of  course,  what  will  be 
done  in  the  towns ;  the  country  will  generally 
regard  the  Bill  with  favour.  Then,  with  regard 
to  local  option  in  this  matter,  we  have  this  local 
option  already.  I  think  the  local-option  system 
is  a  good  one,  and  I  think  it  might  be  extended 
in  other  directions  in  order  to  protect  us  from 
the  results  of  a  too  advanced  democracy.  It 
is  possible  to  amend  our  Constitution  in  that 
direction  with  advantage.  But  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  our  system  of  local  rating.  Of 
course,  if  it  were  confined  entirely  to  rates  ex- 
pended on  roads  and  such  purposes  there  would 
be  no  great  objection  to  be  urged  against  it,  but 
when  we  come  to  take  into  consideration  the 
yery  heavy  levies  that  are  made  upon  the  local 
Son.  Mr.  Ketty 


bodies  for  the  purpose  of  charitable  aid  I  think 
the  system  of  rating  with  regard  to  that  should 
be  altered.  I  think  the  rate  for  this  purpose 
should  not  be  levied  on  the  occupiers  of  land 
only,  but  that  it  should  also  be  levied  on  the 
realised  wealth  of  the  country.  I  contend 
that  the  money  required  for  charitable  -  aid 
purposes  should  to  a  lEirgo  extent  be  drawn 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  wealthy,  and  that 
the  occupiers  of  land  should  not  be  colled 
upon  to  pay  more  than  a  fair  share  of  the 
amount.  Of  course,  this  is  a  large  subject, 
and  it  does  not  enter  so  much  into  our  calcu- 
lations here,  because  I  see  under  the  Bill  pro- 
vision is  made  with  regard  to  water  rates  and 
gas  rates,  which  are  to  be  levied  on  the  gross 
value  of  the  property.  By  simply  amending 
the  Bill  the  contributions  required  for  chari- 
table-aid and  hospital  purposes  should  be  in- 
cluded in  that  oategory.  I  intend  to  support 
the  Bill.  I  think,  myself,  it  is  an  improvement 
so  far  as  a  large  portion  of  the  colony  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— This  BUI  brings  before 
us  two  questions,  one  of  which  is  of  an  exceed- 
ingly large  and  important  character — that  is, 
the  question  or  the  principle  of  taxing  the  un- 
improved value  of  land.  The  next  question 
is  of  a  more  subordinate  character — the  utility, 
or,  rather,  the  expediency,  of  applying  that 
principle  to  the  present  system  of  local  taxa- 
tion. I  should  have  thought,  and  I  expected, 
that  this  discussion  would  have  mainly  hinged 
on  the  question  of  expediency,  and  I  was  pre- 
pared to  listen  and  give  every  consideration  to 
the  opinions  of  honourable  gentlemen  in  the 
Council  who  had  devoted  years  of  study  to  this 
question  of  local  taxation.  I  say  I  thought 
this  discussion  would  hinge  more  on  the  ques- 
tion of  expediency ;  but  I  find  that  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Fharazyn  has  opened  up  the 
larger  question  of  the  desirability  or  otherwise 
of  imposing  a  tax  on  the  unimproved  values  of 
land.  And  in  order  to  support  his  own  view  he 
attempted  to  demolish  the  justice  of  the  theory 
of  toxmg  the  unimproved  values  of  land.  In 
support  of  that  he  gave  us  large  quotations 
from  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  book,  "The  Unseen 
Foundations  of  Society,"  and  he  also  endea- 
voured to  throw  some  discredit  on  the  works  of 
Mr.  Henry  George.  I  should  not  have  troubled 
the  Council  with  my  view  on  the  general  ques- 
tion had  it  not  been  opened  up  by  the  extracts 
given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  from  the 
Duke  of  Argyll's  book.  That  being  so,  I  think 
it  only  right  that  something  should  be  said  on 
the  opposite  side.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  de- 
clared that  this  Bill  was  of  a  selfish  character, 
because  it  would  relieve  those  who  had  im- 
proved their  property  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  had  not.  As  for  the  selfishness,  I  fail  to 
see  where  it  comes  in.  A  man  wants  a  piece 
of  land,  and  he  rears  a  building  upon  it  such 
as  he  requires  for  carrying  on  his  business  ;  and 
a  man  buys  a  piece  of  land  alongside  of  him, 
but  does  not  want  to  use  it.  He  has  no  use  for 
it  at  the  present  time,  and  he  waite  until  his 
neighbour  has  built  perhaps  a  warehouse,  or 
offices,  or  insurance  buildings,  ot  anything  else 
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— ^he  waits,  I  say,  till  people  of  that  class  build 
afonnd  his  section  and  give  a  value  to  it,  a  value 
towazds  which  he  does  not  contribute  anything 
himself.  Who  is  the  selfish  man  ?  I  say  the 
■elfish  man  is  the  one  who  is  endeavoaiing  to 
get  wealth  towards  which  he  has  not  oontri- 
bated.  That  is  particularly  unfair  to  the  man 
who  is  forwarding  the  prosperity  of  the  place  by 
patting  up  buildings  or  anything  else  upon  his 
land.  My  honourable  friend  said  that  frequently 
the  man  that  did  not  improve  his  property  was 
the  poorer  man  of  the  two.  I  quite  admit 
that.  But  what  has  made  him  so  ?  He  ought 
to  have  taken  to  heart  the  aphorism  of  Poor 
Biehard,  "Buy  what  you  don't  want,  and  you 
shall  soon  sell  your  necessaries."  This  man 
has  bought  land  that  he  does  not  want,  and  in 
■ome  eases  he  has  to  sell  his  necessaries.  But 
because  he  has  done  that,  I  do  not  think  we 
are  required  to  extend  to  him  our  sympathy. 
He  had  no  right  to  buy  land  and  hold  it 
solely  for  speculative  purposes — to  wait  until 
the  growth  and  the  industry  of  the  commu- 
nity had  made  it  valuable.  We  do  not  com- 
miserate the  glutton  because  he  gets  sick, 
and  I  say  that  a  man  has  no  right  to  be 
eommjser&ted  if  he  is  under  any  hardship  in 
consequence  of  holding  such  a  necessary  com- 
modity as  land  for  speculative  purposes.  My 
honourable  friend  said — and  he  quoted  from 
•ome  unnamed  friend — that  Mr.  George's  book 
was  full  of  all  the  fallacies  that  might  be 
imagined  in  political  questions.  Well,  I  do 
not  know  of  any  man  of  real  eminence  who  has 
said  that,  so  far  ae  the  main  principle  of  his 
book  is  concerned,  which  is  the  exposition  of 
the  law  of  rent,  his  position  can  be  shaken. 
I  know  there  have  beien  many  carping  critics 
of  Mr.  George's  opinions,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  nphold  Mr.  George  in  all  his  statements.  I 
will  merely  say  that  many  of  those  who  have 
attempted  to  demolish  Mr.  George  hold,  I 
think,  a  very  second-rate  position  in  the  field 
of  economics  of  the  present  day.  I  allude 
especially  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  from  whose 
book  my  honourable  friend  quoted  very  largely, 
and  to  Mr.  Mallock.  Mr.  Mallock  wrote  a 
book  ealled  "  Progress  and  Property,"  which 
was  aimed  at  Mr.  George.  Had  be  ceased 
writing  then,  he  might  have  had  some  reputa- 
tion. Unfortunately,  he  is  also  the  author  of 
•  book  which  he  calls  "Is  Life  worth  living?" 
This  qaertion  he  answers  in  the  negative. 
I  may  point  out  that  every  person  who  does 
not  commit  suicide  gives  a  practical  refutation 
of  his  assertion.  The  next  man  who  under- 
took to  demolish  Mr.  George  was  the  Duke 
of  Argyll  himself.  Now,  I  do  not  think  the 
Duke  of  Argyll  is  a  great  authority  in 
eeottoinics.  Some  time  ago  he  acquired  a 
gnat  tepntation  through  writing  a  book  called 
"The  Beign  of  Law,"  in  which  he  endea- 
▼onred  to  show  that  everything  in  nature  is 
beaatifolly  adapted  to  what  it  was  intended 
for;  thai,  for  instance,  the  length  of  the  wing 
of  the  albatros  is  just  sufficient  to  poise  it  in 
the  air.  Evidently  the  Duke  thought  that 
the  vring  was  made  for  the  work  which  it  had 
to  petfonn:    instead  of  that,  science  teaches 
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us  it  was  the  work  that  made  the  wing.  If 
he  is  as  well  up  in  political  subjects  as  he 
is  in  scientific  subjects,  I  am  nob  sure  that 
any  great  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  him. 
I  said  at  the  commencement  that  there  were 
only  a  few  remarks  I  wished  to  make,  as  a 
set-oS  against  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  read  from  the  Duke's  book.  I  have  a  few 
extracts,  not  so  voluminous  as  those  the  honour- 
able gentleman  brought  before  us  yesterday, 
but  a  few  which  I  thinJc  it  wise  to  bring  before 
the  Council,  and  I  shall  give  extracts  from 
men  who  I  am  sure — at  any  rate,  some  of 
them — will  be  recognised  as  authorities  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  and  who  will 
be  recognised  as  authorities  by  this  Council. 
I  shall  first  give  an  extract  from  Professor 
Marshall :  and,  by  the  way,  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  quoted  from  Professor  Mar- 
shall. Here  is  what  Professor  Marshall  says 
on  the  increase  of  rents : — 

"  It  seems  that  the  agricultural  (money)  rent 
of  England  doubled  between  1795  and  1815, 
and  then  fell  by  a  third  till  1822.  After  that 
time  it  has  been  alternately  rising  and  falling, 
and  it  is  now  about  forty-five  or  fifty  millions, 
as  against  fifty  or  fifty-five  millions  in  1878, 
when  it  was  at  its  highest.  It  was  about 
thirty  millionB  in  1810,  sixteen  millions  in  1770, 
and  six  millions  in  1600.  Bub  the  rental  of 
urban  land  in  England  is  now  rather  greater 
than  the  rent  of  agricultural  land,  and,  in  order 
to  estimate  the  full  gain  of  the  landlords  from 
the  expansion  of  population  and  progress,  we 
must  reckon  in  the  value  of  the  land  on 
which  there  are  railways,  mines,  docks,  &o. 
Taken  altogether,  the  money  rental  of  Eng- 
leuad's  soil  is  probably  twice  as  high,  and  its 
real  rental  three  or  four  times  as  high,  as  when 
the  corn-laws  were  repealed." 

That  IB  trota  Marshall's  "Economics  of 
Industry :  1892."  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
in  London,  by  recent  estimates  of  the  value  of 
property,  the  agricultural  value  of  the  land  on 
which  London  is  built  will  be  about  £250,000, 
while  the  capital  value  is  £300,000,000.  That 
capital  value  is  increasing  at  present  at  the 
rate  of  £4,500,000  a  year,  giving  an  increase 
annually  to  the  landlords  of  £8!)0,000.  I  will 
next  ask  honourable  members  to  listen  to  this 
quotation  as  to  how  this  increase  of  rental 
affects  industry  and  trade.  And  the  quotation 
I  take  is  from  the  report  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion prepared  by  Mr.  O'Connor,  which  was 
presented  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  think, 
in  1885,  "  On  the  Depression  in  Trade  and  In- 
dustry." Here  is  what  Mr.  O'Connor  says  in 
his  report : — 

"  Not  only  in  London  does  the  amount  paid 
for  the  occupation  of  ground  bear  a  higher  pro- 
portion to  the  profits  of  trade  than  it  formerly 
did,  but  in  Birmingham  too,  where  trade 
prices  have  been  lowered,  profits  reduced, 
and  wages  are  less,  and  where  there  are  large 
numbers  of  persons  vainly  seeking  employ- 
ment, the  price  which  has  to  be  paid  for  the 
use  of  the  land  has  increased.  ...  It 
thus  appears  that  over  the  entire  country 
there  is  a  cause  at  work,  general,  permanent, 
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and  far-reachinR,  affecting  every  branch  of 
industry  in  mine,  and  farm,  and  factory, 
the  effects  of  which  are  traceable  in  the 
languishing  condition  of  the  agricultural  and 
the  mining  and  manufacturing  interests.  The 
cause  is  the  fact  that,  under  the  existiug  land- 
system,  the  owners  of  the  soil  are  able  to. 
obtain,  and  do  exact,  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  industry  of  the  United 
Kingdom  that  the  remainder  is  insufficient 
to  secure  adequate  remuneration  to  the  indus- 
trial classes,  either  in  the  shape  of  wages  to 
operatives  or  reasonable  profit  to  the  organizers 
of  labour — the  employers  or  capitalists." 

As  an  illustration  of  bow  these  values  arise, 
I  think  this  is  a  great  lesson  for  us,  living  in 
a  new  country,  and  a  practical  exposition  of 
the  extension  of  wealth  and  comfort  to  be 
expected,  if  not  in  our  time,  I  hope,  at  any 
rate,  for  our  children  if  private  ownership  of 
land  were  abolished.  Here  is  an  instance  of 
the  rise  in  land- values : — 

"  In  the  Pariah  of  Plumstead  land  used  to  be 
let  for  agricultural  purposes  for  £3  an  acre. 
The  income  of  an  estate  of  2S0  acres  in  1845 
was  £750  per  annum,  and  the  capital  value 
at  twenty  years'  purchase  was  £15,000.  The 
Arsenal  came  to  Woolwich,  with  the  Arsenal 
the  necessity  for  five  thousand  houses,  and 
then  came  tiie  harvest  for  the  landlord.  The 
land  the  capital  value  of  which  hsbd  been 
£15,000  now  brought  in  an  income  of  £14,250 
per  annum.  The  ground  landlord  has  received 
£1,000,000  in  ground-rents  already,  and  after 
twenty  years  hence  the  Woolwich  estates,  with 
all  the  houses  upon  them,  will  revert  to  the 
landowner's  family  and  bring  in  another  mil- 
lion, meaning  altogether  a  swap  of  £15,000 
for  a  sum  of  £2,000,000." 

What,  I  ask,  have  the  landlords  done  in  this 
case?  Kothing.  I  will  point  out  that  this  is 
not  an  exceptional  case  ;  and  here  I  shall  quote 
the  words  of  a  man  who  stands  in  the  same 
political  school  as  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and 
whose  name  is  associated  with  the  old  English 
Whig  party.  John  Bright  says,  speaking  on 
the  Irish  Land  Bill  of  1881,— 

"If  you  complain  that  the  Bill  gives  too 
much  to  the  tenant  and  takes  all  that  it  does 
give  from  the  landlords,  I  should  make  this 
answer :  If  at  this  moment  all  that  the  tenants 
have  done  were  gone  and  all  that  the  landlords 
have  done  were  left,  the  land  would  be  as  bare 
of  house  and  bam,  fences,  and  cultivation  as  it 
was  in  prehistoric  times.  It  would  be  as  bare 
as  an  Ajnerican  prairie,  where  the  Indian  now 
roams  and  where  the  white  man  has  never 
trod.  I  believe,  and  I  think  I  am  within  the 
mark,  that  nine-tenths,  excluding  the  towns  of 
course,  of  all  that  is  to  be  seen  on  the  farm- 
land of  Ireland — the  houses,  bams,  fences,  and 
whatever  you  call  cultivation,  or  freeing  land 
from  the  wilderness — have  been  placed  there  by 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  and  not  at  the  expense 
of  the  landlord." 

Professor  Thorold  Bogers  gives  the  following 
also  with  reference  to  landlords : — 

"  Every  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil, 
every  railway  and  road,  every  bettering  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  SoU 


condition  of  society,  every  facility  given  for 
production,  every  stimulus  applied  to  consnmp- 
tion,  raises  rent.  The  landowner  sleeps,  but 
thrives.  He  alone  among  all  the  recipients  in 
the  distribution  of  products  owes  everything  to 
the  labours  of  others ;  contributes  nothing  of 
his  own." 

Sir,  I  have  just  one  small  quotation  more, 
and  it  is  from  Mr.  John  Morley.  Mr.  Morley 
says, — 

"The  question  of  unearned  increment  will 
have  to  be  faced  before  many  years  are  over. 
It  is  unendurable  that  great  increments,  which 
have  not  been  earned  by  those  to  whom  they 
accrue,  but  have  been  formed  by  the  industry 
of  the  community,  should  be  absorbed  by  those 
who  have  contributed  nothing  to  that  in- 
crease." 

Sir,  there  is  no  use  continuing  to  quote  from 
Mr.  Morley  or  any  one  else.  Common-sense 
teaches  us  that  the  community  gives  this 
wealth  to  land,  and  that  it  is  not  the  owner 
who  does  so.  If  every  man  gets  what  he  earns, 
the  owner  has  no  right  to  it.  It  belongs,  of 
right,  to  the  community  only.  We  all  know 
the  position  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  be- 
longs to  the  smug,  obsolete,  respectable  old 
Whiggish  school.  He  is  practically  now  a  be- 
lated remnant  of  a  decaying  class  so  far  as 
that  school  of  thought  is  concerned,  and  he 
would  not  be  quoted  as  an  authority  in  eco- 
nomic questions  anywhere;  and  the  tratfa  is, 
the  further  we  consider  these  matters — the 
further  we  see  into  our  social  arrangements — 
the  more  unjust  our  social  arrangements  ap- 
pear. There  is  no  question  about  it  that  the 
private  ownership  of  laud  means  a  stupendous 
robbery  of  the  people.  It  is  a  question  which 
we  ought  seriously  to  consider,  whether,  in 
dealing  with  our  lands,  we  are  doing  the  proper 
thing  for  the  future.  What  are  we  doing?  We 
are  practically  handing  them  over,  as  the 
British  lands  are  now  handed  over,  to  a  select 
few  of  the  people,  giving  that  few  the  power  to 
exploit  all  the  others  for  all  time  to  come.  I 
do  trust  that  at  some  future  day  we  shall 
deal  with  this  question  from  a  colonial  and 
national  standpoint.  At  any  rate,  I  support 
the  Bill  cheerfully.  I  think  it  goes  in  the 
proper  direction.  It  is  endeavouring  to  apply 
an  important  principle  to  local  taxation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORB.— I  do  not 
intend  to  follow  the  remarks  or  the  quotations 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down.  They  do  not  in  the  smallest 
degree  touch  the  Bill  that  is  now  before  us. 
To  begin  with,  several  of  the  arguments  the 
honourable  gentleman  used  were  of  a  charac- 
ter that  would  be  just  as  effective  upon  any 
subject  foreign  to  the  Bill :  in  fact,  they  were 
entirely  aside  from  the  question.  Mr.  George 
is  a  crank,  who  is  entirely  repudiated  in  his  own 
country,  and  is  accepted  in  no  country  as  am 
authority ;  and  he  is  absolutely  preached  down 
by  an  authority  that  I  do  not  suppose  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  argue  against — I 
think,  by  Mr.  Gladstone  himself.  Mr.  George  is 
out  of  the  case  altogether.  Let  us  come  back 
to  the  Bill,  and  a  little  consideration  of  the 
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Bill,— which,  I  may  say,  I  intend  to  support,— 
will  show  that  it  is  eminently  just  in  principle. 
Now,  I  say,  to  begin  with,  that  I  most  support 
the  Bill,  hecanse  I  entirely  believe  in  the  Land 
Act  of  1878,  and  the  principle  there  laid  down, 
which  is  to  compel  occupation.  I  may  remark, 
however,  that  the  operation  of  this  Bill  will  be 
almost  entirely  confined  to  the  towns  of  the 
colony,  because  outside  those  places,  at  all 
events,  there  are  very  few  people  buying  land 
or  holding  it  for  speculation:  in  fact,  I  doubt 
if  a  EiDgle  instance  can  be  given  in  which 
land  outside  of  towns  and  suburbs  is  utterly 
snnsed,  and  is  kept  purely  for  speculative  pur- 
poses by  the  holders  ;  at  any  rate,  I  know  of  no 
SDch  land.  There  may  be  some  parts  of  the 
colony  where  land  has  been  given  to  military 
settlers  and  others,  and  who,  probably  in  ignor- 
ance of  the  fact  that  they  ever  owned  the  land, 
have  allowed  it  to  remain  unused.  I  say  there 
may  be  persons  with  land  in  that  position 
absolutely  ignorant  of  it.  But  in  the  towns 
and  the  suburbs  it  undoubtedly  does  apply. 
0<  conrse,  it  would  be  highly  unfair  to  tax  this 
higUy-valuable  land  in  the  same  way  as  very 
kad  land.  There  must  be  a  distinction  be- 
tween good  and  bad  land.  1  presume  the 
valuation  will  be  put  on  the  absolute  selling- 
valne  of  the  land,  and  nothing  else.  When 
we  come  to  the  point,  is  it  just  and  fair  that 
«  man  should  be  allowed  to  hold  land  for 
qiecalation  in  the  centres  of  the  towns,  and 
which,  while  he  is  doing  nothing  to  it,  acquires 
a  Tilae  which  sometimes  runs  to  as  high  as  a 
Inmdred  or  a  thousand  per  cent,  of  what  it 
«riginally  cost  him  ?  We  naturally  ask,  is  it 
tolerable  that  he  should  have  that  advantage, 
tod  never  pay  anything  at  all  towards  the  ez- 
jenses  which  devolve  upon  the  community? 
is  for  water-rates,  and  so  on,  these  are  imposed 
according  to  the  amount  of  water  used ;  and  in 
&e  same  way  people  pay  for  gas;  but  when  it 
comes  to  ordinary  taxation,  and  often  special 
taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  the  towns,  I  do  not 
think  it  right  that  people  who  do  nothing  with 
their  land,  and  who  are  in  good  situations, 
ihould  be  allowed  to  get  the  value  per  foot 
that  these  lands  have  acquired  through  the  in- 
dustry and  labour  of  other  persons.  There  ig 
no  question  of  the  ground-rent  in  this  matter. 
Nobody  wants  to  know  whether  something  was 
advanced  on  the  security  of  the  ground-rent  of 
a  factory  or  anything  of  the  kind.  That  is  not 
the  qaestion.  The  question  is  this :  Whether 
the  improvements  made  on  the  land  should 
or  should  not  he  exempted,  inasmuch  as  those 
nnprovements  give  great  value  to  vacant  land 
adjoining.  I  think  improvements  should  be 
-exempted,  and  all  land  should  pay  on  the 
valne  it  has  acquired  by  the  industry  and  the 
(Mtlay  and  the  enterprise  of  the  persons  along- 
(ide.  The  question  of  the  ground-rents  is  quite 
another  question,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
specially  in  a  young  country  where  we  are  try- 
ing to  push  on  settlement.  I  do  not  think  there 
should  be  any  sort  of  speculation,  which  means 
the  baying  of  land  and  leaving  it  unused  and 
unimproved.  Therefore  I  am  entirely  in  favour 
of  this  Bill.    Another  thing  which  makes  me 


more  disposed  to  support  the  Bill  is  that  it 
contains  a  provision  by  which  every  town  will 
he  able  to  decide  according  to  the  vote  of  the 
ratepayers  who  are  interested,  and  they  will  do 
so  in  proportion  to  what  they  possess.  You 
could  have  no  better  protection  for  themselves 
and  their  property,  for  the  Bill  provides — just 
as  in  the  case  of  a  joint-stock  company — that  a 
certain  number  of  votes — which  are  awarded 
according  to  value,  and  not  by  universal  8\if- 
frage  —  shall  or  shall  not  carry  the  measure. 
I  am  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  as  I  was  in  favour 
of  the  exemption  of  improvements  in  the  case 
of  country  lands,  for  general  purposes,  in  1878. 
One  thing  may  be  said  about  that,  and  that 
is  this :  that  it  is  exceedingly  il-Liberal.  The 
argument  was,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  account,  because  a  man  considered,  in  buy- 
ing, the  probable  rise  through  the  success  of 
the  town.  But  the  man  bought  the  land  for  his 
own  profit  only.  While  he  ought  to  take  his  fair 
share  of  the  burdens,  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
to  say  that  he  was  more  enterprising,  and  that 
he  ought  to  get  the  whole.  There  were  several 
remarks  I  am  disposed  to  object  to  in  the 
speeches  of  the  Hon.  Hr.  Stevens  and  others. 
They  all  seemed  to  turn  on  the  old  question  ot 
the  property-tax,  and  the  country  rejected  that. 
It  was  a  monstrous  proposal,  and  the  country 
absolutely  threw  it  out.  It  was  a  proposal 
under  which  people  had  to  pay  for  what  they 
did  not  get.  I  believe  in  the  principle  of  the 
income-tsbx,  hut  I  cannot  see  where  the  justice 
of  the  pioperty-tax  come  in.  The  only  objec- 
tions I  have  heard  levelled  against  the  Bill  are 
the  same  objections  that  were  levelled  by  some 
honourable  gentlemen  against  the  property- 
tax.  I  do  not  regard  this  Bill  as  any  indorse- 
ment of  the  single- tax  at  all, — which,  to  my 
mind,  is  an  infamous  proposal,  which  I  shall 
always  oppose.  While  I  do  not  think  it  is  on 
indorsement  of  the  principle  of  the  national- 
isation of  the  land,  which  has  been  condemned 
by  all  respectable  members  of  the  ultra-Liberal 
party  at  Home,  I  nevertheless  think,  in  a 
colony  like  this,  that,  in  towns  in  the  course 
of  construction  and  settlement,  it  is  a  mon- 
strous proposal  that  anybody  can  buy  sections 
and  keep  them  until  they  have  acquired  a  value 
through  the  industry  of  other  people.  I  will 
give  an  instance  of  what  has  occurred  in  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens's  own  part  of  the  country — in 
Christchurch.  What  price  was  paid  for  the 
TriaDf;le  in  Christchurch  itself  ?  It  was  bought 
for  £70,  and  it  is  now  worth  more  than  £400,000. 
Any  persons  who  own  land  ought  to  pay  rates 
proportionately  for  every  foot  of  the  land. 
Other  sections  there  were  bought  for  £25  the 
quarter-acre,  and  many  smaller  ones  for  £5. 
One  section,  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre, 
was  sold  for  £5,000,  although  the  owner  only 
gave  £7S  for  it  in  1878.  I  think  that  a  man 
ought  to  pay  taxation  per  foot  of  the  value 
which  the  land  has  arrived  at,  without  count- 
ing the  expenditure  the  other  man  had  been 
exposed  to,  which  gave  a  valne  to  it.  The 
value  of  the  land  was  absolutely  nothing  but 
for  this.  Because  other  people  during  a  series 
of  years  had  improved  their  property,   and. 
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paid  more  rates  than  be  did,  the  owner  came, 
one  fine  day,  and  got  an  enormoas  increase 
of  1,000  per  cent,  on  his  capital.  That  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  so  monstrous  that  I  shall 
oppose  the  principle  in  any  form.  While  I 
cannot  bear  the  principle  of  land-nationalisa- 
tion, nevertheless  I  think,  when  we  see  the 
things  -which  are  done  by  aggregations  of  people 
in  building  towns,  we  ought  to  consider  those 
who  give  their  help  and  those  who  do  not.  I 
think  the  Bill  is  for  the  protection  of  the  rate- 
payers. It  is  a  fair  measure,  and  I  shall  sup- 
port it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SW ANSON.— Sir,  we  are  told 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  that  un- 
occupied lands  in  towns  do  not  pay  rates. 

The  Hon.  SirG.  S.  WHITMORE.— Certainly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— I  say  they  do, 
•nd  also  water-  and  gas-rates.  When  the  Oo- 
Temment  sell  allotments  in  the  towns  they 
ought  to  state  beforehand  that  they  must  be 
occupied.  When  these  sections  in  the  towns 
were  originally  sold  the  Tressury  was  empty, 
and  the  Government  was  very  glad  to  get  the 
money  for  them;  but  now,  when  buildings 
have  been  put  up  about  them,  the  rates  are 
increased,  and  it  is  the  selling  -  value  per 
foot  that  is  now  rated.  I  know  something 
about  land  in  the  country,  and  I  can  give 
an  instance  of  what  has  occurred  in  the  North. 
A  good  deal  of  land  was  given  to  the  settlers ; 
other  people  bought  land  and  cleared  the  coun- 
try, and  now  they  are  being  denounced  as 
money-lenders  and  absentees.  If  any  improve- 
ments were  efiected  by  their  neighbours,  the 
rates  went  up  in  proportion.  What  are  the 
rates  collected  for?  They  are  for  streets  and 
sewers,  lighting,  and  roods  and  bridges,  et 
cetera.  Those  who  have  vacant  allotments  do 
not  contribute  so  much  to  the  wear-ond-tear 
of  the  streets.  None  of  the  dwellers  on  those 
allotments  go  about  wearing  out  the  pavement, 
or  cutting  up  the  streets  with  their  horses  and 
carts.  These  people  ought  to  pay  a  fair  share 
of  the  rates,  and  I  say  they  do  now.  And  I 
gay  it  was  the  necessities  of  the  State  that 
caused  it  to  sell  this  land.  If  the  State  had 
wanted  these  sections  to  be  occupied  it  should 
have  said  so  when  the  land  was  sold.  That 
was  not  done,  and  the  Government  were  very 
anxious  to  get  the  purchasers'  money.  I  know 
an  instance  in  Auckland  province  where  there 
was  an  acreage  rate.  We  had  got  a  lot  of  capital 
people  with  their  wives  and  families  from  Home 
— pensioners.  Each  got  an  acre  and  a  cottage. 
The  acreage  rate  was  put  in  force,  and  one  man 
— Every  Maclean — outside  the  village,  in  the 
rood  district,  actually  paid  more  in  rates  than 
the  whole  of  the  people  in  the  village,  and  had 
not  a  voice  in  the  matter.  These  vil  lage  people, 
who  paid  a  shilling  each,  voted  for  making  roads 
and,  owing  to  their  numbers,  as  to  what  was  to 
be  done  and  who  was  to  do  it ;  and  when  the 
acreage  rate  was  imposed  these  works  had  to 
be  paid  for,  for  the  greater  part,  by  the  others. 
I  do  not  speak  from  self-interest,  but  I  think  it 
is  right  to  tell  what  I  know  of  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS.— As  Choiiman 
Eon.  Sir  Q.  8.  TVhitmore 


of  a  County  Council,  I  feel  called  upon  to  say 
a  few  words  on  this  matter.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  I  come  from  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  Bill  will  act  disastrously  on  the 
county's  finance,  besides  inflicting  groat  hard- 
ship on  the  poorer  owners  of  land  owing  to 
the  increased  taxation  required  to  be  put  upon 
their  lands  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiencies 
in  the  revenue,  while  those  who  are  able  to  pay 
will  get  oS  with  a  nominal  rate.  In  our  connty 
one-fourth  of  the  area  is  owned  by  the  Crown, 
one-third  by  the  Maoris,  and  the  remainder  by 
the  settlers.  Since  the  repeal  of  the  Grown 
and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act,  the  settlers  axe 
rated  for  reading  the  whole  connty ;  while  tho 
Natives,  who  are  the  principal  ofienders  in  de- 
stroying the  roads,  pay  no  rates.  The  Crown 
and  the  Natives  are,  in  our  county,  the  specu- 
lators who  are  lying  by  for  the  unearned  incre- 
ment, for  they  pay  no  rates.  I  will  state  a  case 
as  a  practical  illustration  of  my  meaning.  In 
a  Maori  district  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
port  there  is  a  company  of  kauri-gum  buyers, 
who  send  out,  on  an  average,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  tons  of  gum  per  week  In  Maori  bullock- 
wagons,  and  import  a  like  quantity  of  goods 
on  the  return  trip.  They  have  a  plant  in  bnild- 
ings  emd  improvements  worth  £6,000  or  £7,000. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  they  will  get 
oS  with  a  nominal  rate,  and  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  will  have  to  be  put  on  to  the  oountry 
settlers,  who  are  already  groaning  under  the 
incubus  of  the  gum-traffic,  from  which  the 
county  derives  no  revenue.  Yesterday  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  one  of  our  County  Coun- 
cillors, and,  by  leave  of  the  Council,  I  will  read 
an  extract.     He  says, — 

"  You  will  perhaps  know  that  this  winter  we 
have  had  an  extra  trouble  on  theKaikohe  Falls 
Boad  in  the  hauling  of  60,000ft.  of  timber,  and 
all  other  material,  to  build  the  big  hotel  at 
Kaikohe.  Many  of  our  settlers  have  been  pretty 
angry,  and  have  been  inclined  to  use  rough 
language,  saying  that  the  County  Council 
should  make  the  drivers  pay  extra ;  and  they  cite 
English  recent  cases  to  bock  up  their  arguments. 
You  can  imagine  that,  as  I  have  been  travel- 
ling over  that  road  lately,  I  have  got  vexed.  The 
wear-and-tear  is  bad  enough,  but  the  Maori 
bullook-wagons  ore  abominable.  A  lot  of  the 
contractor's  work  done  recently  is  destroyed, 
water-tables  filled  up  with  the  ploughing  of  the 
wheels,  and  the  ends  of  the  culverts  cut  off 
through  careless  driving.  I  have  threatened  to 
summon  several,  but  the  Maoris  are  impudent 
in  their  wickedness." 

The  timber  referred  to  is  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  large  hotel,  to  cost  £1,500.  Under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  the  proprietor,  who 
has  been  destroying  the  roods  as  fast  as  the 
repairs  were  mode,  will  be  let  oS  with  a  nominal 
rate ;  and  the  rates  will  have  to  be  put  on  the 
countty  settlers,  who  are  for  the  most  {tort 
poor,  and  find  it  difficult  to  make  both  ends- 
meet.  For  my  own  part,  this  Bill  will  reduce 
my  rates  very  materially ;  but,  as  Chairman  of 
the  County  Council,  I  am  bound  to  protest 
against  it  as  being  disastrous  to  the  county 
finance,  irritating  and  vexatious  to  the  poorer 
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owner  of  luid,  and  likely  to  create  bad  blood 
between  the  two  races. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  have  listened 
to  the  speeches  delivered  in  advocacy  of  this 
BUI.  bat  the  argument  seems  to  be  against  it. 
I  will  refer  to  those  used  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
George  Whitmore  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt.  The 
Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  announced  that 
he  was  a  strong  opponent  of  the  single-tax, 
ifaat  he  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  argu- 
ments used  by  Henry  George;  bnt  he  said  he 
intended  to  support  this  BUI,  which  is  in  the 
direction  of  the  single-tax.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bolt  used  an  elaborate  argument  in  favour 
of  the  single-tax,  and  taxing  the  unearned 
increment,  and  against  ^vealthy  men  escaping 
their  fair  share  of  taxation.  Bnt  this  Bill  will 
enable  wealthy  men  to  escape.  Last  year  I 
pointed  out  this  fact,  and  my  remarks  were 
satirised  by  honourable  gentlemen  on  that 
aide.  They  derided  the  notion  that  wc,  who 
opposed  a  similar  proposal,  could  be  actuated 
by  any  desire  for  fair  taxation — by  any  desire 
to  exact  from  owners  of  property  their  fair 
share  of  taxation.  It  seems  to  me,  as  has 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  that  in  the  discussion 
of  this  Bill  it  ought  not  to  be  thought  that 
those  who  oppose  it  do  so  for  selfish  reasons. 
I,  like  them,  shall  escape  taxation  under  this 
Bill.  It  is  not  from  any  selfish  ground  that 
I  oppose  the  Bill,  bnt  because  I  believe  it  is 
{oDnded  on  a  false  notion  of  the  principle  and 
scope  of  local  taxation.  As  to  the  arguments 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt  about  the  agricultural 
Talne  of  London,  that  seems  to  me  to  be  quite 
beside  this  matter ;  it  has  no  bearing  at  all 
on  this  subject.  Then,  we  had  to  listen  to  an 
interesting  criticism  of  the  work  by  the  Duke 
of  Argyll— "The  Reign  of  Law."  This  was 
interesting,  because  Uie  Duke  of  Argyll  is  a 
very  interesting  man ;  bat  I  cannot  see  what 
bearing  it  has  on  the  solution  of  this  ques- 
tion. To  listen  to  the  arguments  used,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  those  who  own  un- 
oocupiod  sites  in  towns  keep  them  unoccupied 
because  of  some  far-reaching  desire  to  profit  by 
the  work  of  theix  neighbours.  Well,  Sir,  I 
believe  that  is  entirely  a  delusion.  I  believe 
the  building  of  houses  in  towns  proceeds  exactly 
pari  passu  with  the  demand.  In  Wellington 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  bouses  at  present,  but 
only  a  few  years  ago  there  were  upwards  of  four 
hundred  houses  unoccupied.  Kvidently  the 
persons  who  had  built  those  houses  then  un- 
occupied bad  built  too  qi^ickly,  and  the  houses 
now  being  built  in  this  town  are  in  response  to 
a  lefiitimate  demand.  In  one  case,  as  in  the 
other,  there  is  no  proof  furnished  at  all  that 
the  owners  of  unoccupied  sites  deserve  to  be 
panished  because  these  sites  are  not  built 
npon.  They  will  be  built  on  soon  enough. 
As  soon  as  demanded,  houses  will  be  built — 
everybody  knows  that.  Has  there  been  any 
reason  at  all  given  for  bringing  in  this  Bill  ? 
I  do  not  remember  having  heard  of  a  single 
speech  in  advocacy  of  it.  Honourable  gentle- 
men who  justify  it  by  the  argument  for  tax- 
ing the  unearned  increment  entirely  mistake 


the  two  subjects  of  general  and  local  taxa- 
tion; they  rest  on  entirely  different  grounds. 
The-  Hou.  Mr.  Kelly  pointed  out  that  the 
selfish  proprietor  of  land  who  forebore  from 
making  improvements  should  be  taxed  as  a 
;  sort  of  punishment  for  selfishly  standing  by 
'  while  his  neighbours  give  value  to  his  land. 
As  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the 
owner  of  improved  lands  is  taxed  more  because 
he  makes  more  use  of  the  means  which  are 
provided  by  taxation  than  his  neighbour  who 
leaves  his  ground  vacant.  How  can  you  force 
a  man  to  build  before  a  legitimate  demand 
arises?  A  demand  will  arise  as  soon  as  you 
get  an  increased  number  of  users  to  justify 
those  who  have  unoccupied  sites  building  upon 
them.  As  for  the  taxation  proposed  meeting 
the  case  put  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  it  will 
do  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  person  who  in 
future  refrains  from  building  houses  on  his  site 
will,  if  the  community  increases  and  prospers, 
inevitably  get  the  unearned  increment.  This 
taxation  will  not  deprive  the  owner  of  it.  Not 
at  all.  Probably  the  alteration  will  be  very 
smidl  indeed.  Although,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  this  Bill  nas  no 
connection  with  the  theory  of  Henry  George 
and  the  single-tax  or  the  unearned  increment, 
yet  it  is  one  of  those  steps  taken  in  complianoe 
with  the  ignorant  demand  now  heard,  under 
the  delusion  that  it  may  become  more  easy  to 
adopt  the  single-tax.  I  can  see  no  other  reason 
for  the  proposal.  I  have  not  heard  a  recom- 
mendation or  seen  a  sound  argument  in  favour 
of  it,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  reject  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  intend  to 
vote  against  the  Bill,  and  I  do  so,  first  of  all, 
thinking  it  is  not  wanted,  and  that  there  is  no 
demand  for  such  a  measure.  It  seems  to  be 
the  endeavour  of  the  Government  to  bring  for- 
ward a  measure  dealing  with  every  conceivable 
question,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony. 
It  is  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  that  this 
was  not  upon  the  principle  of  "one  man  one 
vote,"  but  that  the  ratepayers  would  have  a 
certain  number  of  votes,  up  to  five,  which  is  the 
case  at  present.  We  find  a  Bill  before  the 
Legislature — which,  fortunately,  has  been  with- 
drawn— the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  which 
provided  that  every  man  in  a  borough  should 
only  have  one  vote — in  fact,  that  every  person 
on  the  electoral  roll  for  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Corporation.  The  Bill 
gave  authority  to  raise  loans  and  to  levy  heavy 
rates;  and  what  for?  So  that  the  money 
might  be  expended  among  them,  and  might  be 
the  means  of  providing  employment,  not  for 
bona  fide  workmen,  but  for  a  number  of  loafers. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— What  are 
"  loafers  "  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  refer  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  the  dictionary.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  Bill  is  badly  drafted,  and  I 
think  that  is  sufiBcient  reason  why  it  should  be 
rejected.  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Council  any  further.  I  simply  wanted 
to  give  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  against 
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the  Bill.  I  hop«  the  Council  will  leject  it  hy  a 
large  majority :  in  fact,  I  should  like  to  see  it 
Tejected  unanimously. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KEBR. — Sir,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  support  the  Bill,  and  I  should  do  so 
more  warmly  were  it  not  optional,  and  were  it 
to  he  carried  out  by  every  County  Council,  Boad 
Board — by  every  local  body.  I  was  very  much 
amused  yesteirday,  when  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, by  the  manner  in  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Fharazyn  introduced  Henry  George  as  a  man 
whose  ideas  and  theories  are  exploded,  and 
who  was  termed  "  a  crank  "  by  the  Americans. 
To  show  he  is  not  a  crank,  I  may  state  that 
not  three  months  ago  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture unanimously  invited  him  to  deliver  an  ad- 
dress to  them  on  the  solution  of  the  question  of 
providing  for  the  unemployed.  He  did  address 
that  Legislature,  and  made  a  powerful  speech, 
occupying  two  hours,  and  the  House  accorded 
him  a  vote  of  thanks.  That  does  not  look  as 
if  he  was  a  crank,  when  a  body  of  intelligent 
men  such  as  I  have  mentioned  asked  him  as  a ' 
favour  to  address  them  on  a  very  difficult  ques- 
tion. That  ought  to  place  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  those  who  ace  acquainted  with  the  labour 
difficulties.  I  am  not  generally  put  down  as  a 
single-taxer,  nor  have  I  studied  very  much  the 
principles  of  the  single-tax;  but  from  what  I 
have  beard  and  read  in  connection  with  Henry 
Qeorge  no  one  would  say  he  was  a  crank,  but 
a  very  intelligent  man,  who  bad  handled  the 
questions  he  treated  of  very  intelligently.  I  was 
also  surprised,  and,  in  fact,  greatly  surprised, 
to  hear  gentlemen  like  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fhara- 
zyn come  forward  and  declaim  against  this 
measure  as  not  being  in  the  interests  of  the 
XX}or  man.  I  have  looked  upon  this  Bill  from 
the  opposite  direction  altogether,  as  being  one 
in  the  mterests  of  the  poor  man ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  speeches  made,  I  am  still  of  that 
opinion.  It  is  not  the  people  who  put  up  largo 
buildings  wlio  wish  to  throw  the  burden  of 
taxation  on  to  the  unoccupied  sections  ;  it  is 
quite  the  reverse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— And  the  smaller 
houses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR.— Those  who  hold  un- 
occupied sections  wish  improved  property  to 
pay  the  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  unfair,  in 
my  opinion,  to  tax  a  man  on  account  of  im- 
proving his  property.  If  the  unimproved  value 
were  taxed,  instead  of  the  buildings,  all  would 
come  in  for  a  share  of  taxation.  Now,  I 
would  ask,  is  it  the  poor  man  that  holds  the 
sections  in  towns  like  Wellington,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin?  I  say.  No,  they  are 
held  by  capitalists  and  financial  institutions, 
banks,  and  insurance  companies ;  and  they 
have  built  on  the  portions  they  require,  and 
allow  the  vacant  spaces  to  remain  until  their 
value  is  enhanced,  and  they  find  a  good  pur- 
chaser. I  consider  these  sections,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  property-holders  in  the  different 
cities,  should  bo  taxed,  so  as  to  cause  these  in- 
stitutions to  pay  a  reasonable  and  fair  amount 
towards  the  support  of  the  towns.  It  is  very 
good  to  have  these  sections,  I  have  no  doubt ; 
Hon.  Mr.  Beynold$ 


but  immediately  this  Bill  is  passed  a  certain 
amount  of  ta»ition  will  be  levied  on  these 
unimproved  properties,  and  tbe  result  will  be 
that  they  will  come  under  the  hammer  of  the 
auctioneer.  The  capitalists  will  soon  get  quit  of 
them  if  they  find  they  have  large  amounts  M 
pay  in  taxation  ;  and  those  who  buy  them  will 
no  doubt  see  their  way  to  build  on  their  sec- 
tions and  make  a  profit,  and  they  will  simply 
have  the  ground-value  to  pay  on  in  the  way  of 
taxation,  and  nothing  on  their  property.  Every 
town  in  the  colony  has  a  large  number  of  these 
sections,  which  will  grow  more  valuable  as 
population  increases.  Cities  grow,  gas  com- 
panies are  formed  and  gas  is  laid  on,  water- 
works are  established,  public  works  are  carried 
on,  streets  and  footways  are  formed,  town  halls 
are  built,  and  all  the  rest;  and  therefore  the 
value  of  these  unimproved  sections  is  increased. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  those 
people  who  build  should  be  punished,  in  the 
way  of  taxation  being  placed  upon  them,  for 
being  thrifty,  zealous,  and  enterprising ;  whUe 
those  who  hold  unoccupied  sections  are  no 
good  whatever  to  the  community  or  to  the 
revenue  of  the  countnr.  Therefore  I  think  if 
the  owners  are  compelled  to  build  or  to  sell  to 
others  that  would  build,  it  would  promote  the 
general  activity  of  trade  in  tbe  towns,  and 
cause  a  great  amount  of  prosperity  that  we  for 
some  time  have  lacked.  I  look  upon  tbe  con- 
dition of  these  unoccupied  sections  as  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  shameful,  and  trust  the 
Bill  will  go  through,  so  as  to  cause  them  to 
he  built  upon,  thereby  wiping  awny  those  eye- 
sores that  we  meet  with  as  we  pass  along  the 
streets  of  the  larger  towns.  I  allude  to  vacant 
sections  with  a  few  sheets  of  old  iron  fencing 
them  in.  This  is  one  of  the  best  Bills  that 
could  be  introduced,  because  it  will  not  affect 
the  poor  man,  but  will  simply  make  those 
who  can  well  afford  it  pay  taction  for  their 
unoccupied  sections.  If  it  were  the  poor  man 
who  would  be  affected  I  could  understand  the 
Bill  being  opposed ;  but  I  am  confident  in  my 
own  mind  that  it  will  affect  those  who  have 
money  and  could  build,  if  so  inclined.  We 
know  there  is  a  scarcity  of  houses  for  men  with 
moderate  incomes  ;  they  cannot  get  houses 
unless  they  go  two  or  three  miles  out  of  a  city. 
We  know  that  the  suburban  lands  of  Welling- 
ton and  Dunedin,  and  other  places,  are  held  in 
large  areas,  and,  until  a  favourable  opportunity 
occurs  to  sell,  will  still  be  so  held,  and  trades- 
men and  poor  people  cannot  get  so  much  land 
as  to  build  a  home  on,  unless  by  mortgaging  at 
ruinous  prices.  I  need  detain  the  Council  no 
longer.  I  believe  this  is  a  good  Bill,  and  I 
believe  it  is  one  of  many  good  Bills  that  have 
been  introduced  in  the  interests  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people ;  and,  if  it  be  for  the  gooJ  of 
the  mass  of  the  people,  capital  must  hang  its 
head  for  a  little  while,  and  give  those  who  have 
been  hanging  their  heads  for  many  years  a 
chance  to  hold  them  up. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  gSth  September,  1894. 

Taiill  BeTialon  Committee— Scoria-ash  Carriage  on 
Kai]iray»— Wairarapa  Unemployed— Dairies  Bill 
— Wnister  of  BallwajH— Qovemment  Printing 
Office— Hoiowhenua  County  Bridges — Publio 
Works  Statement— Domain  and  Cemetery  Boards 
— GoTemment  House  Fence  —  Waltahnna  Oold- 
proepeetlng— ClareviUe  Telephone — Members  of 
the  House  o{  Representatives  also  Members  ot 
Sdneation  BoiU'da— Delegate  to  England  to  float 
Gompanlea— Female  Faotory-Inspeotors— Kalta- 
nnta  Biding — Declarations  before  Postmasters 
— Wanganni  Art-nniona— Bank  of  New  Zealand— 
F.  F.  Whitiki  — Ministerial  Allowances  —  Pro- 
ducing Documents  in  the  Supreme  Court— Ad- 
iOQinment— New  Zealand  Consols  Bill— Native 
Land  Court  BUI. 


Ml.  Sfeaxsb  took  the  chair  at  baU-past  two 
o'clock. 

PUTEBS. 

TARIFF  REVISION  COMMITTEE. 

Hi.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Govemment, 
Whether  they  have  considered  the  reports  and 
lecommendations  of  the  Tariff  Bevision  Com- 
■littee ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  QoTemment  state 
to  the  Honse  the  decision  arrived  at  in  conneo- 
tioB  therewith  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Govemment  had  not 
eomidered  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
Tariff  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  what  the  recom- 
mendations were. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
WIS  just  as  well  aware  of  the  position  as  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  was.  Under  the  circumstances, 
be  hoped  later  on  to  be  able  to  tell  the  House 
what  the  Govemment  intended  to  do  in  the 
natter. 

SCOBIA-ASH  CARRIAGE  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Government,  If 
thev  will  approach  the  Railway  Commissioners 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  reduction  in  the 
charges  to  Road  Boards  in  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vince for  conveyance  of  scoria  ash  ?  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  there  was  a  large 
qnantity  of  scoria  in  many  districts  in  the 
Auckland  Province,  and  scoria  was  very  much 
required  for  road-metalling  purposes.  AH  i;hey 
wanted  was  that  a  reduction  might  be  made  in 
the  charge  for  carriage. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  following  was  the 
reply  of  the  Commissioners :  "  The  Commis- 
sioners have  DOW  under  consideration  a  re- 
adjustment of  the  various  commodities  at 
present  under  Class  Q  in  the  tariff,  with  a  view 
to  lightening  the  charges  in  some  respects. 
fieoria  ash  is  among  these  articles." 

WAIRARAPA  UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Govemment, 
Whether  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  the  anemployed  in  the 
Wairarapa  district?  In  patting  the  question 
standing  in  his  name,  he  wished  to  say  that 
for  months  post  the  district  which  ho  repre- 
sented had  a  large  number  of  men  who  were 
unable  to  get  employment.    He  had  mentioned 


this  to  the  Govemment  before,  and  in  yester- 
day's Post  there  appeared  the  following  tele- 
gram :— 

"  Ten  hungry  men  took  charge  of  the  kitchen 
at  Blairlogie  Station  on  Tuesday,  and  helped 
themselves.  They  were  arrested  by  Constable 
CoUerton,  and  brought  to  Masterton.  They 
appeared  before  Mr.  Hutchison,  S.M.,  to-day, 
and,  after  telling  a  woeful  tale  of  the  hardships 
ot  the  swagger's  life,  were  convicted  and  dis- 
charged." 

He  had  no  explanation  to  make  in  putting 
this  question,  except  to  say  that  this  unfor- 
tunate state  of  affairs  had  existed  during  the 
whole  winter.  To  his  own  knowledge,  twenty- 
two  unemployed  men  were  found  in  food  and 
accommodation  for  a  single  night  by  one  settler. 
The  Government  had  taken  steps  in  the  case  of 
other  districts  to  find  employment  for  men  out 
of  work,  and  be  hoped  the  Government  would 
not  consider  Wairarapa  undeserving  of  similar 
consideration. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  nobody  ever  thought 
that  the  population  of  Wairarapa  was  less 
deserving  than  that  of  other  districts  in  the 
colony.  The  Govemment  did  their  best  to  help 
on  deserving  persons  everywhere  throughout 
New  Zealand.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  went  to  show  that  there  was  distress 
in  his  district,  but  also  that  there  was  consider- 
ably less  distress  there  than  there  was  some 
months  ago,  because  the  figures  cited  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  sank  into  insignificance 
compared  with  the  figures  he  quoted  three 
months  ago.  It  was  true  that  there  were  men 
in  the  Wairarapa  district  out  of  work,  but  the 
information  of  the  department  was  that  the 
number  had  considerably  decreased  during  the 
past  month. 

DAIRIES  BILL. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Whether  the  Dairies  Bill  will  be 
dealt  with  this  session  ?  The  people  in  his 
district  wanted  to  know  if  this  Bill  would  be 
proceeded  with,  because  the  present  state  of 
affairs  was  retarding  the  opening  of  the  freez- 
ing-works at  Waitara. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  might  say  the  Govern- 
ment considered  the  Dairy  Industries  Bill  one 
of  great  importance.  He  hoped  on  ilonday  to 
get  that  Bill  from  the  Committee,  and  to  have 
it  before  the  House  on  Wednesday  or  Thurs- 
day, and  he  trusted  it. would  become  law  this 
session. 

MINISTER  OP  RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  asked  the  Premier,— 
(1.)  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
appoint  a  Minister  of  Railways  during  the  pre- 
sent, or  before  the  next,  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment ?  (2.)  If  BO,  is  such  Minister  to  be  one 
of  the  present  Cabinet  Ministers  ?  (8.)  If  not, 
does  Govemment  propose  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  Cabinet  Ministers  without  the  sanction  . 
of  Parliament  ?  (4.)  What  salary,  if  any,  does 
Govemment  propose  to  attach  to  the  new  port- 
folio of  Minister  of  Railways  ? 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  Teplied  to  this  ques- 
tion on  tbe  previous  day,  and  he  could  only 
repeat  the  reply  he  then  gave— namely,  that 
the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government.  The  Government  would  not  take 
control  of  tho  railways  until  tbe  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary next,  and  between  the  1st  of  January  and 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  it  was  a  question 
whether  there  should  be  additional  expense 
incurred  in  the  direction  indicated  in  tho 
honourable  gentleman's  question.  However, 
the  matter  was  under  consideration,  and  he 
would  take  the  House  into  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  probably  later  on.  It  was 
certainly  a  most  important  matter. 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Government, 
MVill  they,  before  incurring  any  further  expense 
in  adding  to  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
have  the  building  examined  by  experts  in  the 
printing  trade,  so  that  additions  may  be  made 
in  a  way  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,  the  de- 
fects of  the  present  building  so  far  as  lighting 
is  concerned  ? 

Sir.  CADMAN  said  that,  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  extension  of  the  Printing  Office, 
provision  would  be  made  to  give  extra  light. 

HOROWHENUA  COUNTY  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  assist  the  Horowhenua 
County  Council  (on  the  same  principle  as  the 
Raugitikei  County  Council  was  assisted  to  build 
a  bridge  over  the  Rangitikei  River  at  Vinegar 
Hill)  by  a  subsidy  of  pound  for  pound  to  build 
the  bridges  on  the  Main  West  Coast  Road  of 
the  North  Island  in  their  county  7  His  reason 
for  asking  this  question  was  that  the  Horo- 
whenua County  Council  was  not  able,  out  of  its 
own  funds  or  by  borrowing,  to  provide  sufficient 
money  to  construct  those  bridges,  and  their 
absence  was  very  dangerous  to  life.  The  land 
had  been  handed  over  to  the  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  so  there  were  no  "  thirds  "  coming 
from  it,  and  the  Council  bad  had  no  assistance 
from  Government  to  help  them  in  settling  the 
country.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Government 
would  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  County 
Council,  so  OS  to  enable  them  to  construct  the 
necessary  bridges  on  these  lines  of  communi- 
cation. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  he  looked 
upon  the  Horowhenua  County  as  being  in  a 
different  position  altogether  from  the  Rangitikei 
County  in  connection  with  the  lands  held  by 
each  county.  A  large  quantity  of  land  in  the 
Horowhenua  County  was  purchased  by  the 
Manawatu  Railway  Company,  and  the  com- 
pany also  purchased  lands  direct  from  the  Na- 
tives. Consequently  the  Government  could  not 
see  their  way  to  comply  with  the  honourable 
gentleman's  request.  The  Government  hod  re- 
ceived almost  no  land  revenue  from  the  Horo- 
whenua County,  and  therefore  he  could  hold 
out  no  hope  of  any  large  subsidy  being  granted. 
However,  the  Government  was  quite  prepared 
to  consider  any  special  case  on  its  merits. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Premier, 
When  he  proposes  to  lay  the  Public  Woiki 
Statement  before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  reply  to  this  question 
was  one  that  must  be  as  acceptable  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  it  would  bo  to  the 
House.  The  Statement  would  be  brought  down 
so  soon  as  the  Government  knew  what  funds 
were  available  for  works.  He  was  not  in  a 
position  to  bring  it  down  until  the  Lands 
Improvement  and  Native  Lauds  Acquisition 
Bill  was  passed  through  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  He  was  now  speaking  to  one  who 
knew  the  position.  Until  the  Government  knew 
what  their  ways  and  means  were  he  could  not 
possibly  bring  down  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. It  was  no  fault  of  his  or  of  the  honoat- 
able  member's.  He  would  bring  the  Statement 
down  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

DOMAIN  AND  CEMETERY  BOARDS. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will,  during  the  recess,  move  to  have  legislation 
prepared  to  deal  with  the  question  of  making 
Domain  and  Cemetery  Boards  elective  bodies? 
He  made  no  charge  against  the  administration 
of  these  Boards,  but  he  trusted  the  system 
would  be  changed,  and  that  therefore  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  this  question  favourabl* 
consideration. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  was  a  matter 
that  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  him- 
self and  other  members  of  the  Government 
whenever  the  question  came  up  about  the 
appointment  of  new  members.  He  might  say 
that  no  special  demand  had  been  made  upon 
the  Government  to  change  the  present  system, 
and  in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  please  everybody.  He  thought 
it  was  a  subject  that  might  fairly  he  considered 
when  the  question  of  the  extension  of  local  go- 
vernment came  to  bo  dealt  with  by  that  House. 
He  might  inform  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  Government  did  not  appoint  or  nomi- 
nate any  class  of  men  without  consulting  the 
people  in  the  district.  The  people  in  the  dis- 
trict were  asked  to  nominate  men  for  a  Do- 
main Board.  The  names  were  submitted  to 
the  chairman,  and  after  his  approval  they  were 
forwarded  for  the  approval  of  the  Gk>vemor. 
Ho  was  inclined  to  think  that  in  every  case 
where  local  bodies  could  appoint  Domain 
Boards  they  should  do  so.  In  some  oases  the 
members  of  the  Board  hod  been  appointed  for 
soma  time,  and  the  Government  could  not  very 
well  ask  these  gentlemen  to  retire  all  in  a  body 
for  the  purpose  of  handing  the  appointments 
over  to  a  local  body ;  but  it  was  a  question  that 
must  be  considered  when  local  government 
came  to  be  dealt  with. 

GOVERNMENT  HOUSE  FENCE. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will, 
during  the  recess,  give  instructions  to  have  the 
present  unsightly  fence  around  the  Government 
House  removed,  bo  as  to  dispense  with  its  prison- 
like appearance  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  then 
have  the  trees  trimmed  and  a  fence  suitable  to 
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the  buildings  erected?  The  recent  improve- 
mentB  made  in  the  grounds  surrounding  the 
Parliament  Buildings  had  induced  him  to  put 
this  qaestiOD  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he 
thought  it  was  quite  time  that  an  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  fence  surrounding  Go- 
vernment House. 

Mr.  S£DDON  said  this  was  a  matter  which 
he  would  like  to  consult  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  upon.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  right  for  the  Government  to  do  anything 
that  might  be  against  His  Excellency's  wishes 
in  respect  to  the  fence  surrounding  Government 
House.  He  would  consult  His  Excellency  in 
leference  to  the  matter,  and  would  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  oE  the  result. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  take  into  consideration  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  of  coarse,  they  were 
always  to  be  considered. 

WAITAHUNA  GOLD-PROSPECTING. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  give  some  assistance  to  the  prospect- 
ing for  gold  in  the  Waitahuna  district  ? 

Mr.  C.ADMAN  said,  if  the  settlers  in  the 
Waitahuna  district  would  adopt  Part  XV.  of 
the  regulations  under  the  Mining  Act,  which 
related  to  prospecting,  he  would  be  glad  to 
place  them  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
mining  districts. 


3.0. 


CLAREVILLE  TELEPHONE'. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, Whether  he  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  establish  a  telephone- 
station  at  ClareviUe?  The  population  of  this 
district  was  increasing  very  fast,  and  it  would 
be  a  great  public  convenience  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  see  their  way  to  grant  this  con- 
venience. The  polos  already  existed  all  along 
the  line,  and  therefore  the  expense  would  be 
Teiy  small. 

Mr.  BEEVES  siud  be  was  informed  that  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  it  was 
quite  possible  that  a  favourable  answer  would 
be  given  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ALSO  MEMBERS  OP 
EDUCATION  BOARDS. 
^Iz.  COLLINS  asked  the  Government,  Is  it 
true  that  certain  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  who  are  also  members  of  Edu- 
cation Boards  are  in  the  habit  of  charging  their 
lailway-fare  as  an  item  in  their  expenses  while 
travelling  free  under  the  parliamentary  pass; 
and,  if  so,  will  they  take  steps  to  have  the 
practice  at  once  discontinued  7  He  would  like 
to  observe  that  this  was  not  an  agreeable  ques- 
tion to  have  to  ask,  and  nothing  but  a  very 
■teiii  sense  of  duty  could  have  impelled  him  to 
place  it  npoo  the  Order  Paper.  If  the  sugges- 
tion in  that  statement  were  true,  it  was  a  most 
reprehensible  practice,  and  most  improper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  make  such  reflections  on  other 
bo&oarable  members  in  asking  a  question,  see- 


ing that  the  introduction  of  debatable  matter 
was  entirely  prohibited  by  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  COLLINS  thought  he  was  justified  in 
saying  that  the  practice  was  reprehensible  if  it 
was  carried  on. 

An  Hon.  ^Mehbeb. — Whom  do  you  allude 
to? 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  he  alluded  to  the  mem- 
bers who  were  guilty  of  the  practice. 

An  Hon.  Mkubeb. — Liberals  ? 

Mr.  COLLINS  said,  whether  they  were 
Liberals  or  not,  the  pActice  was  one  which 
should  at  once  be  put  a  stop  to.  He  thought 
the  country  had  a  right  to  demand  it. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  could  such  things  bo  ? 
He  hoped  not.  Was  it  true?  The  Govern- 
ment had  no  reason  to  suppose  it  was  true. 
They  had  absolutely  no  information  on  the 
subject.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  such 
information  he  would,  of  course,  be  very  glad 
to  get  it  from  him,  and  would  undertake  that 
the  attention  of  the  Boards  in  question  should 
be  called  to  it  at  once;  but  if  there  were  simply 
rumours  on  the  subject  he  would  recommend 
the  School  Committees  in  the  district  in  which 
the  rumours  were  current  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  members  of  the  Board  suspected, 
and  whom  they  elected.  The  School  Com- 
mittees elected  the  members  of  the  Boards, 
and  the  School  Committees  ought  to  look  after 
them. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  this  question  had  been 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  several  days,  and  the 
Minister,  if  he  choEe,  could  have  communicated 
with  the  secretaries  of  the  various  Boards  and 
ascertained  the  truthfulness  or  not  of  the  allega- 
tions. So  far  as  the  North  Canterbury  Educa- 
tion Board  was  concerned,  there  was  no  truth 
in  the  statement  of  the  honourable  member 
who  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  allow  any 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  a  question  and  the 
answer  that  was  given  to  it. 

Mr.  REEVES,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  might  state  that,  having  no  reason  what- 
ever to  suppose  that  the  suggestion  was  well 
founded,  it  was  not  for  him  to  assume  tliat  it 
was  well  founded,  and  telegraph  to  thirteen 
Education  Boards  on  the  subject. 

DELEGATE  TO  ENGLAND  TO  FLOAT 
COMPANIES. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  thoy  propose  giving  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Tariff  and  Industries 
Committee,  that  a  delegate  be  despatched  to 
England  at  the  expense  of  the  colony  to  pro- 
mote and  float  companies ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
they  will  undertake  that  no  member  of  this 
House  shall  receive  any  part  of  the  moneys  to 
be  expended  ?  He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  desired  to  touch  the  feelings  of 
any  honourable  member.  He  had  merely  placed 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  order  that 
the  Government  might  give  tlio  House  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  from  them  tbat  they  had 
no  intention  to  subsidise  any  member  of  the 
House  to  go  on  such  an  expedition  as  was  con- 
templated in  the  recommendation  of  the  Corn- 
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mittee.  To  his  mice],  it  was  not  decent  of  a 
member  to  accept  it,  and  he  thouglit  the  House 
should  DOW  iiear  that  the  Government  hod  no 
intention  to  do  what  bad  been  recommended. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  said,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  that  the  Government 
had  not  considered  the  recommendation  of  the 
Tariff  Committee.  He  did  not  think,  unless  there 
was  very  good  cause  indeed  shown  for  such  a 
recommendation  as  this,  that  the  Government 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  do  what  had 
been  recommended ;  but  it  would  be  unfair 
to  the  Committee  for  the  Government  to  come 
to  a  hurried  conclusion  without  having  gone 
through  the  evidence,  to  see  whetlier  or  not 
the  Committee  were  warranted  in  making  the 
recommendation. 

FEMALE  PACTORY-INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked,  Whether  the  female 
Inspectors  in  connection  with  the  Factory  Acts 
whose  salaries  have  been  provided  for  in  the 
estimates  have  been  appointed,  and,  if  not, 
when  will  they  be  bo  appointed  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  a  glance  at  page  8  of 
the  Labour  Report  would  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  information  with  regard  to 
the  lady  Inspector  who  wEfs  appointed  in 
March  last.  The  sum  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  lady  Inspector  was  only  voted  a  few 
weeks  a^o,  and  was  not,  in  fact,  yet  appro, 
priated.  When  the  first  lady  Inspector,  who 
was  now  going  round  the  colony,  and  taking 
a  preliminary  survey  of  the  female  workers  of 
the  colony,  had  finished  her  report  of  all  the 
districts,  then  the  appointment  of  a  second 
one  would  be  t^ken  mto  consideration,  and, 
if  she  was  appointed,  of  course  a  division  of 
the  work  between  both  of  them  would  be  con- 
sidered. 

KAITANGATA  BIDING. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  received  any  communication  asking  them 
to  introduce  an  amendment  of  the  River  Boards 
Act  so  as  to  provide  for  the  representation  of 
Kaitangata  and  the  Kaitangata  Riding  on  the 
Clutha  River  Board,  and  further  to  provide  for 
certain  other  alterations  in  the  Biver  Boards 
Act  7  If  so,  will  they  state  the  nature  of  the 
amendments  asked  for,  and  what  action  they 
propose  to  take  to  give  efiect  to  the  same  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  a  proposal  was 
received  in  June  last  from  the  Mayor  of  Kai- 
tangata asking  that  a  new  Biver  Board  Act 
should  be  passed,  with  the  view  of  allowing  the 
Kaitangata  Borough  to  have  a  representative 
upon  the  Clutha  Biver  Trust  Board.  Virtually 
it  would  be  an  amendment  of  the  Clutha  River 
Trust  Board  to  bring  in  any  legislation  of  this 
sort.  After  giving  this  matter  careful  con- 
sideration the  Government  did  not  think  it 
advisable  on  their  part  to  introduce  legislation 
this  session  on  the  subject.  At  any  rate,  see- 
ing that  the  question  was  only  raised  in  June 
last,  he  thought  it  would  be  quite  soon  enough 
for  the  Government  to  introduce  legislation 
when  they  knew  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  district.  His  own  opinion  was  that  the 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


measnre  should  be  a  local  Bill.  If  the  people 
of  the  district  were  united  on  this  m&ttet, 
and  wished  that  there  should  be  a  new  trust 
created,  he  thought  they  should  take  the  initia- 
tive, and  not  the  Government. 

Mr.  ALLE:4  understood  that  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  Biver  Boards  Act  should  ba 
amended,  which  was  a  public  measure ;  he  did 
not  know  that  a  local  Bill  could  amend  snch  a, 
public  measure.  He  might  say  that  the  people 
were  determined  about  this  matter,  and  aa 
thought  the  Government  knew  that. 

Mr,  J.  McKENZIE  said  any  legislation  on 
this  matter  would  practically  mean  the  repeal 
of  the  Clutha  Biver  Trust,  and  he  thought  that 
before  anything  was  done  the  people  of  the 
district  should  have  full  time  to  consider  the 
matter. 

DECLAEATIONS  BEFORE  POST- 
MASTEBS. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Will  he  give  greater  facilities  than  at  present 
exist  for  applications  under  Parts  III.,  IV.,  V., 
or  VI.  of  "  The  Land  Act,  1892,"  by  allowing 
the  necessary  declarations  to  be  made  before 
local  Postmasters  where  no  Justices  are  resi- 
dent within  a  convenient  distance  f 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  did  not  think  it  was  ad- 
visable to  have  all  Postmasters  of  the  colony 
signing  declarations  of  this  sort.  It  was  very 
important  that  such  declarations  should  be 
signed  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  There 
had  already  been  several  cases  in  which  some 
people  narrowly  escaped  being  lodged  in  Her 
Majesty's  gaols  for  making  declarations  in  a 
slipshod  manner.  Even  some  Justices  of  the 
Peace  did  not  know  the  gravity  of  the  ofience 
which  was  committed  in  signing  declarations 
before  the  requirements  of  the  law  were  com- 
plied with.  In  any  district  where  there  was  a 
demand  for  land  surely  some  one  could  become 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  so  that  such  declara- 
tions could  be  made  before  him.  • 

WANGANUI  ART-UNIONS. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Premier,  Why  is  it 
that  the  police  gave  notice  to  the  combined 
friendly  societies  in  Wanganui  that  no  articles 
other  than  bona  fide  works  of  art  as  specified  by 
Act  would  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  for  by  art- 
union  under  the  Lotteries  Act,  when  in  other 
centres  in  New  Zealand  bicycles,  furniture, 
cows,  horses,  pigs,  and  firewood  are  allowed  to 
be  publicly  so  disposed  of  ?  It  was  necessary 
to  state  that  the  friendly  societies  of  Wanganoi 
had  nothing  whatever  to  say  against  the  law 
being  strictly  enforced,  but  their  complaint  vras 
that  they  were  being  treated  strictly  while  in 
other  centres  of  the  colony  the  law  was  being 
openly  violated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  on  inquiry  from  the  head 
of  the  police,  he  had  received  the  following 
reply :  "  Nothing  is  known  of  this  matter  here. 
A  report  has  been  called  for."  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  should  have  given  some 
information  so  as  to  throw  some  light  upon  the 
question.  He  would  like  to  know  in  what  parte 
of  the  colony  pigs  were  considered  and  treata] 
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as  works  of  art.  It  wax  quite  trae,  if  the  facts 
were  as  stated,  that  there  had  been  a  violation 
of  the  law.  He  knew  that  applications  had 
been  made  with  respect  to  some  beautiful 
china,  but  the  Goveminent  had  been  very  strict, 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  refused  the 
application.  He  would  be  only  too  glad  to  see 
that  the  law  was  carried  out  impartially,  and 
that  all  parts  of  the  colony  were  treated  alike. 

Mr.  WILIilS  said  he  hod  tickets  referring  to 
the  different  articles  in  his  possession.  Such 
lotteries  had  taken  place  at  Palmerston,  Christ- 
chnreh,  and  other  places. 

Mr.  BEIjIi  said  the  Colonial  Secretary  had 
giTen  permission  for  an  art-union  in  which  one 
of  the  prizes  was  a  sucking-pig. 

B.\NK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  would  like  to 
ask  (he  Premier  if,  in  connection  with  the 
election  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, the  Govemment  would  inform  the  House 
when  they  proposed  to  appoint  a  President  of 
the  bonk,  and  also  an  Auditor. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Oovernment  were 
attending  to  this  matter.  He  had  hoped  to 
be  in  a  position  that  day  to  give  some  in- 
formation to  the  House  on  the  subject.  The 
Government  were  awaiting  information,  and 
on  receipt  of  that  information  he  would  give 
it  to  the  honourable  member. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Premier 
would  assare  the  House  that  the  appointment 
would  be  made  before  the  termination  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  to  have  both  the  ap- 
pointments made  within  a  week. 

P.  P.  WHITIKI. 

Mr.  PERE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  has  caused  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  petition  of  Poora  Patu 
Whitiki,  Nos.  122  and  12G,  1886,  in  accordance 
with  the  report  of  the  Native  Aflairs  Committee 
of  chat  year ;  and,  if  not,  will  the  Native  Minis- 
ter instruct  the  Stipendiary  Magi-itrate  for  the 
Bay  of  Plenty  district,  or  some  other  officer,  to 
inqaire  into  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiry  was  made  by 
Mr.  Brabant,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  re- 
ported as  follows : — 

"The  land  referred  to  is  within  the  confis- 
cated boondary  line,  and  is  part  of  the  block 
known  as  Lot  63,  Matata.  It  was  awarded  in 
1867  by  the  Compensation  Court  to  the  Nga- 
tipikiao,  and  subsequently  sold  by  them  to 
the  Government.  The  petitioners,  the  Tawera 
Tribe,  assert  that  the  land  was  theirs  before 
the  confiscation,  and  not  Ngatipikiao's  as 
decided  by  the  Court.  Even  if  this  were  so, 
however,  they  could  have  no  claim  to  it  after 
confiscation,  as  they  were  in  rebellion,  and 
had  to  be  satisfied  with  the  award  of  the 
Crown  Agent — viz.,  Lots  65  and  21,  Matata, 
1,&95  acres,  which  land  is  in  the  same  lo- 
cality." 

The  petitioner  was  so  informed  in  a  letter 
of  which  the  following  was  a  translation : — 


•'  Native  Office,  Wellington, 

"  28th  October,  1886. 
"  Fbiends, — Salutations.  Your  petition  to 
the  House  applying  for  the  rehearing  of  Wha- 
karewa  and  Kawerau  No.  2  Blocks  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Government,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  have  the  facts  inquired  into. 
And  this  is  to  inform  you  that,  after  careful 
inquiry  into  your  application,  the  Slinister  of 
Native  Affairs  is  of  opinion  that  it  cannot  be 
granted. — Yours,  Ac, 

"  T.  W.  Lewis. 
"  To  Paora  Pata  Whitiki,  To  Umutika, 
"  Matata,  Bay  of  Plenty." 

MINISTERIAL  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier, 
When  he  expects  to  be  able  to  render  the  re- 
turn ordered  on  the  4th  July  last  as  to  Minis- 
terial allowances  and  expenses  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  inquire  as  to  the 
delay  in  reference  to  this  return. 

PRODUCING  DOCUMENTS  IN  THE 
SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  matter  he 
wished  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
A  summons  heji.  been  granted  by  the  Supreme 
Court  asking  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
should  attend  suid  bring  with  him  a  petition 
that  had  been  lodged  with  the  House,  and  pro- 
duce it  and  other  documents  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  thought  the  House  had  jealously 
guarded  its  position  in  respect  of  documents, 
papers,  and  petitions  lodged  with  it  in  the  past. 
The  question  now  was,  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Speaker  should  be  asked  by  the  House  to  exer- 
cise his  rights  as  Speaker  and  refuse  to  grant 
what  was  demanded.  He  thought  on  this  occa- 
sion they  should  follow  the  course  that  had 
hitherto  obtained,  and  that  the  Supreme  Court 
should  not  have  the  power  to  do  this.  It  was 
not  an  occasion,  so  far  as  he  knew,  in  which  it 
should  be  done.  It  would  be  a  most  incon- 
venient thing  if  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  was  to- 
be  taken  away,  especially  during  the  session, 
and  asked  to  produce  these  papers ;  and  he 
therefore  moved,  That  the  request  be  refused. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  would  read  the- 
Standing  Order  which  bore  upon  the  subject. 
It  was  No.  253,  and  was  as  follows : — 

"  No  Clerk  or  officer  of  this  House,  or  short- 
hand writer  employed  to  take  minutes  of  evi- 
dence before  this  House  or  any  Committee 
thereof,  may  give  evidence  elsewhere  in  respect 
of  any  proceedings  or  examination  had  at  the 
Bar,  or  before  any  Committee  of  this  House^ 
without  the  special  leave  of  the  House." 

It  was  now  moved  that  the  House  declines  to 
grant  leave  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  attend 
in  obedience  to  the  summons  for  the  produc- 
tion of  several  parliamentary  papers  now  in 
his  custody  as  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BELL  said  there  were  two  questions. 
The  first  the  Premier  had  referred  to,  as  to  the 
inconvenience  which  might  be  caused  by  the 
Clerk's  absence.  The  Parliamentary  Privileges 
Act  entitled  Mr.  Speaker  to  prevent  the  de- 
parture of  any  officer  of  Parliament  during; 
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the  Bession.  The  question  of  inconvenience 
to  the  House  could  easily  be  settled  by  the 
ordinary  order  postponing  the  trial  while  the 
Clerk's  attendance  was  required  in  Parliament. 
On  the  second  question,  and  the  far  more  im- 
portant one,  he  would  venture  to  suggest  that 
there  were  two  sides  to  it.  It  would  never  do 
for  the  House  to  allow  its  papers,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  be  overhauled  in  a  Court  of  law. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  House  should  not 
refuse  the  production  of  papers  which  were 
material  to  the  determination  of  a  matter  be- 
tween the  parties,  simply  because  those  papers 
happened  to  have  come  into  the  custody  of 
the  House.  Ho  injury  could  be  caused  to  any 
person  by  the  production  of  the  papers,  be- 
cause the  Parliamentary  Privileges  Act  hedged 
round  with  the  completcst  privilege  any  per- 
son who  made  a  statement  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House.  No  person  could  be  injured  by 
the  discovery  of  the  fact  that  he  had  made 
any  statement  of  any  kind.  It  might  well  be 
that  evidence  given  before  the  Committees 
might  be  material  to  the  determination  of  ques- 
tions in  the  Supreme  Court.  He  knew  some- 
thing about  this  matter,  though  be  might 
as  well  tell  the  House  he  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  it  at  present,  although  at  one 
time  he  had  care  of  a  petition  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Horowhenua  Block — one  of  the 
petitions  on  behalf  of  Major  Kemp — which  it 
was  now  asked  the  House  should  give  leave  to 
produce.  Many  members  were  aware  of  the 
questions  which  had  arisen  about  this  block, 
but,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  he 
would  state  why  it  was  that  this  evidence  was 
material.  The  Horowhenua  Block  consisted 
of  50,000  acres,  and  originally  stood  in  the 
name  of  Major  Kemp  alone,  the  other  owners 
being  registered  in  the  books  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  Major  Kemp  held  a  certificate 
of  title  as  the  sole  owner  of  this  block,  as 
trustee  for  a  number  of  Natives  who  were 
registered  as  owners.  Then,  upon  the  parti- 
tion of  the  block,  sections  were  allotted  to 
different  Natives,  members  of  the  tribe,  in- 
cluding the  Hunia  family,  and  including  Major 
Kemp  liimself;  and  there  was  left  a  block 
unallotted  of  about  14,000  acres,  standing  in 
the  name  of  Major  Kemp,  as  trustee  for  the 
Muaupoko  Tribe,  whose  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tions were  on  this  block.  The  Hunia  family 
objected,  and  accordingly  the  Court  then  added 
the  name  of  Warena  Hunia  to  that  of  Major 
Kemp,  these  two  men  being  left  the  certifi- 
cated owners  of  the  14,000  acres  upon  which 
the  iluaupoko  Tribe  were  living  and  were 
settled. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  desired  to  know  if  the 
honourable  member's  present  remarks  affected 
the  matter  of  privilege  as  to  whether  these 
documents  were  to  be  produced  or  not.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  merits  of  the  case 
were  being  opened  up. 

Mr.  B]<;LL  said  they  did,  and  he  was  endea- 
vouring to  show  why  it  was  that  the  House 
should  allow  the  documents  to  be  produced. 
There  were  circumstances  in  which  the  House 
would — in  order  that  justice  might  be  done, 
Mr.  Bell 


and  to  prevent  injustice  being  done — give  per- 
mission, and  he  would  proceed  to  show  that 
this  was  such  a  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  case  was  now  aboat 
to  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Supt«me 
Court.  Was  it  fitting  thai  the  House  should 
discuss  its  merits?  There  might  be  some 
question  of  the  propriety  of  the  House  antici- 
pating the  action  of  the  Court  by  ezpresaing 
its  views  on  a  matter  subjtuiice. 

Mr.  BELL  would  bow  to  Mr.  Speaker's  de- 
cision, but  he  was  endeavouring  to  avoid  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  case.  He  had  stated 
nothing  up  to  this  point  that  was  in  dispute. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  draw  the  honourable 
gentleman's  attention  to  the  propriety  of  ab- 
staining from  discussing  a  matter  that  was 
about  to  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  granted  that  was  so ;  but 
he  wished  Mr.  Speaker  to  see  the  difficulty  he 
was  in  in  arguing  that  this  was  a  case  where 
the  House  would  give  its  permission  for  the  pro- 
duction of  evidence.  For  that  purpose  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  state  the  facts,  without 
entering  into  controversial  matters. 

„  OQ  Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  it  was  very 
'  desirable  they  should  do  nothing  that 
might  have  the  semblance  of  encroaching 
upon  the  proper  functions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  discussing  a  case  of  this  kind  which 
was  pending  in  the  highest  Court  of  law,  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  BELL  submitted  that  it  wag  a  case  in 
which  the  House  should  grant  the  leave. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  confine  himself  to  showing  why  such 
leave  should  be  granted.  He  only  wanted  to 
protect  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  not  to  show  any  tendency  to  en- 
croach upon  a  matter  belonging  to  the  Supreme 
Court  by  debating  it  in  tho  House  before  it 
was  dealt  with  before  the  proper  tribunal,  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  would  obey  Mr.  Speaker's 
request  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  the  letter.  He 
was  not  speaking  as  an  advocate,  but  only 
as  one  who  happened  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  this  case,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
be  informed  of  what  the  Natives  required. 
There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts.  The 
two  Natives,  Hunia  and  Kemp,  hod  become 
the  certificated  owners  of  a  block  of  14,000 
acres,  upon  which  the  Muaupoko  were  settled. 
Then  Hunia  claimed  that  the  order  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  had  made  him  the  actual 
owner.  There  was  no  trust  mentioned  in  the 
order  of  tho  Land  Court ;  but  two  Commit- 
tees of  that  House  had  reported  that  beyond 
ail  question  it  was  a  trust.  He  was  not  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  upon  that  point,  hut  he 
would  simply  refer  the  House  to  the  reports  of 
the  Native  .\ffairs  Committees  of  two  sepa- 
rate sessions  upon  the  question.  There  was 
documentary  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  and  a  petition  signed  by  Hunia, 
stating  facts  on  the  one  side;  and  on  the 
other  side  there  were  papers  and  petitions 
signed  by  Kemp,  also  stating  facts,  and  evi- 
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dence  given  before  those  Committeea  was  also 
in  the  possession  of  the  Honse.  He  thought, 
if  the  House  had  done  him  the  honour  of 
following  him,  it  would  see  that  no  possible 
injary  could  be  done  to  any  person  by  the 
House  saying  that  the  litigants'  petition  and 
evidence  as  given  before  the  House  should 
Im  available  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  able  to  see  what  had  been  the 
•everal  statements  made  by  those  persons  be- 
fore the  several  Committees  of  the  House.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  case  where  leave  should 
be  given,  and  ho  begged  to  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  leave  be  given. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  think  that  the  House 
was  competent  to  express  an  opinion  either  way 
on  this  matter.  The  proper  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  set  up  a  small  Committee  of  Privileges  to 
■ee  whether  the  documents  ought  to  be  given  or 
not.  He  understood  that  there  was  a  lawsuit 
between  Kemp,  on  the  one  side,  as  represent- 
ing the  Muanpoko  Tribe,  and  Hunia  on  the 
other  bide.  He  did  not  know  who  had  asked  for 
the  documents,  but  he  might  say  what  would 
happen  if  the  House  refused  the  documents. 
The  parties  who  lost  the  lawsuit  through 
such  refusal  would  petition  the  House  for 
nlief,  and  endless  trouble  hereafter  would  be 
entailed.  He  would  suggest  that  a  Commit- 
tee should  be  appointed  consisting  of  five  or 
six  members  —  Sir.  Speaker,  the  Premier, 
Captain  Russell,  and  one  or  two  others — who 
should  report  whether  the  documents  should 
be  produced  or  not,  the  whole  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  selected  to  be  those  who 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  case  one 
way  or  another.  Both  motion  and  amend- 
ment should  be  withdrawn ;  and  the  Committee 
might  bring  up  a  report  on  Monday,  which 
would  settle  the  matter  once  for  all. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  disagreed  with  the  sug- 
gestim  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  on  the  ground 
that  he  thought  that  every  person  who  sent 
a  petition  to  or  who  in  any  way  approached 
F^^ament  knew  that  whatever  he  gave  in 
evidence,  or  whatever  took  place  before 
the  Committee,  was  a  privileged  communica- 
tion ;  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  one  party  to 
allow  another  to  get  hold  of  any  information 
or  eommonication  that  had  been  sent  to  the 
Hoase,  in  order  that  it  might  be  used  in  Court. 
Such  information  should  only  be  used  in  those 
cases  where  both  parties  to  a  litigation  agreed 
that  the  documents  and  papers  that  had  been 
presented  to  Parliament  should  be  produced 
faefoie  the  Court. 

Mr.  HBKE  thought,  as  far  as  the  Standing 
Orders  were  concerned,  it  was  within  the  power 
of  the  House  togrant  or  to  refuse  the  papers 
referred  to.  It  was  ooly  fair  that  the  House 
■honld  grant  the  permission  applied  for,  as 
it  had  had  petitions  on  the  subject  for  several 
yean,  and  also  two  or  three  during  the  present 
•easioD.  When  the  last  petition  was  before 
the  Kative  Afiairs  Committee  this  session  the 
whole  matter  was  postponed  on  account  of  the 
«u:tion  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
the  meantime  the  Mnaupoko  Tribe  had  been 


deprived  of  their  rights,  and  had  been  kept  in 
suspense  waiting  for  an  inquiry  to  be  mode 
into  their  petition.  He  thought  it  would  be 
only  fair  and  reasonable  for  the  House  to  take 
into  its  serious  consideration  the  application 
for  the  papers,  and  grant  the  same.  It  was 
immaterial  to  him  whether  or  not  the  matter 
was  referred  to  a  Committee,  as  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout),  but  be  would  urge  the  House  to- 
grant  the  leave,  and  if  any  tribunal  were  able 
to  settle  the  matter  this  session  it  would  bo  for 
more  beneficial  both  to  the  House  and  also 
to  the  tribe  the  petition  referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  on  reference  tO' 
Hansard  he  hew]  found  the  following  cose,  in> 
which  a  similar  application  had  been  mside. 
The  reference  was  in  Hamard,  page  491,  .Tune- 
July,  1889:— 

"  Mr.  MtTCBEiiSON  said  the  Government  in- 
tended to  oppose  this  motion.  During  the 
recess  the  honourable  member  applied  to  Mr. 
Speaker  to  be  supplied  with  evidence  taken 
before  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee.  Mr. 
Speaker  cocamunicated  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  ascertain  whether  they  had  any 
objection  to  a  copy  of  the  evidence  being 
supplied.  After  consideration,  the  Govern- 
ment came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
entirely  wrong  to  supply  it.  It  appeared  that 
the  honourable  member  desired  to  obtain  the 
evidence  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  solicitor  . 
to  use  it  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Go- 
vernment considered  that  documents  in  the 
possession  of  the  House  should  not  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  He  would  ask  the  House  to 
negative  the  motion." 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  was  the  case  ? 

Hr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  in  reference  to 
an  application  mode  by  Taiwhanga.  It  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority.  He  might  say 
that  there  was  great  danger  if  they  departed 
from  well-recognised  rules,  and  the  present 
case  was  not  one  in  which  an  extreme  course 
should  be  taken.  It  was  only  in  an  extreme 
case  where  such  an  application  as  this  should 
be  granted.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  had  told  the 
House  that  this  question  had  been  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  that  that  Com- 
mittee had  refused  to  go  into  the  matter  be- 
cause it  was  then  before  the  Supreme  Court. 
To  show  the  position,  ho  might  say  that  there 
were  on  that  Committee  certain  members  who 
had  in  the  past  been  connected  with  the 
matter  under  consideration,  and  very  properly 
they  would  not  vote  on  the  question.  There- 
fore, on  that  ground  the  House  should  keep  to 
those  well-defined  lines  which  were  absolutely 
safe.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  know  that  there  were  members 
who  held  opposite  views,  and  here  came  the 
application :  what  was  the  position  of  those 
people  in  this  matter?  Where  persons  who 
came  before  Committees  and  tendered  their 
evidence  felt  that  they  were  protected,  and  had 
privileges,  it  would  shake  their  confidence  if 
the  evidence  was  liable  to  be  made  public,  and 
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he  thought  that  they  ought  not  to  allow  that 
confidence  that  existed  in  those  persons  in 
relation  to  anything  they  said  or  did  to  be 
«hakeu  by  such  things  being  brought  against 
them  eldowhere.  He  would  therefore  ask  the 
HouRe  to  negative  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell).  With  regard  to  the  suggestion  to 
refer  this  particular  matter  to  a  Committee,  he 
did  not  think  that  would  answer,  because  it 
was  a  question  as  to  whether  any  officer  of  the 
House  was  to  be  taken  away  by  the  wish  of 
the  majority.  This  objection  was  a  fatal  one, 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  he  ttiought  that 
the  House  would  do  well  not  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  Select  Committee,  as  nothing  would  be 
gained.  He  would  ask  the  House  to  disagree 
with  the  amendment,  and  to  continue  to  act 
in  accordance  with  the  resolution  it  had  passed. 
He  had  forgotten  to  say  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden  had  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  would  legislate  in  respect  of  this 
very  question  this  session.  A  Bill  had  been 
presented  to  the  Government,  and  was  now 
under  consideration.  At  all  events,  they  should 
be  quite  content  to  pass  an  Act  which  would 
'Prevent  any  ikdvantage  being  taken  by  one  side 
over  the  other.  If  this  course  was  not  fol- 
lowed, and  the  matter  was  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  House  would  be  placed 
at  a  disadvantage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  might  state  that  petitions 
in  regard  to  the  Horowhenua  Block  had  been 
-before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  and  the  Committee  re- 
cognised that  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  difSculty  in  connection  with  them.  The 
Committee  had  come  to  a  conclusion  with  re- 
gard to  Block  No.  11.  This  session  a  petition 
came  before  the  Committee  from  Major  Kemp 
upon  the  same  subject,  but  the  Committee 
became  aware  that  a  case  was  pending  in  the 
Supreme  Court  on  this  matter,  and  decided 
that  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Committee  to 
enter  into  the  matter  under  the  circumstances. 
Oonsequently,  he  understood  the  petition  was 
withdrawn.  A  short  time  ago  be  received  a 
letter  from  a  firm  of  solicitors  asking  that  one 
of  the  petitions  from  Warena  Hunia  should 
4)0  delivered  up  to  them,  to  be  made  use  of  at 
a  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Wanganui. 
The  letter  was  as  follows : — 

"  Wellington,  7th  September,  1894. 
"  Deab  Sib, — Horowhenua  No.  11 :  There  is 
an  action  set  down  for  hearing  at  the  Wanga- 
nui sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  25th 
instant,  at  which  it  is  necessary  to  have  the 
petition  presented  to  Parliament  by  Warena 
Hunia,  dated  the  2Tth  July,  1891,  produced. 
We  understand  that  the  petition  is  under  your 
-control,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
will  authorise  the  handing  of  the  same  to  the 
Begistrar  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Wellington, 
with  instructions  to  him  to  cause  same  to  be 
produced  to  the  Court  at  its  sitting  at  Wanga- 
nui, and  to  be  returned  to  you,  or  to  some 
officer  you  may  name,  as  soon  as  the  Court  or 
the  Judge  has  finished  with  it.  We  will,  if  you 
Mr,  Seddon 


wish  it,  issue  a  subpoena  to  any  person  yon 
may  name. — Yours  obediently, 

"  Bbown  axd  Deak. 
"  B.  M.  Houston,  Esq.,  M.H.B., 

"  Chairman,  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
"  Parliament  Buildings." 
He  felt  that  he  had  no  power  to  grant  that 
request ;  and  ho  caused  a  letter  to  be  written 
to  the  firm  of  solicitors,  as  follows : — 

"  Native  Affairs  Committee, 

"  House  of  Representatives, 
"  Wellington,  10th  September,  1894. 
"Dear  Sirs, — I  am  directed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  House 
of  Bepresentativcs,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favour  of  the  7th  instant,  and,  in 
reply,  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
obtain  an  order  of  the  Court  for  the  produc- 
tion of  Warena  Hunia's  petition  of  1891.  The 
Chairman  is  advised  that  this  is  the  only  course 
by  which  the  petition  you  require  can  be  re- 
moved from  the  custody  of  the  House. — Yours, 
&c.,  "  F.  Habtjiann, 

"  Clerk,  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
"  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
*'  Messrs.  Brown  and  Dean, 

"  Barristers  and  solicitors,  Wellington." 

He  had  consulted  several  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the  subject,  and  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  his  duty  to  adopt  this 
coarse ;  and,  as  the  matter  was  now  under  dis- 
cussion, he  thought  the  question  ought  to  be 
considered  as  to  whether  there  should  not  be  a 
distinct  understanding  that  any  Chairman  of 
Committees  situated  in  this  way  had  no  autho- 
rity to  give  up  any  records  or  papers  that  came 
beforo  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
He  was  glad  the  matter  had  come  before  the 
House,  in  order  that  he  might  state  his  views, 
and  in  order  that  other  honourable  gentlemen 
might  also  state  their  views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PERE  said  this  matter  had  been  before 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  he  had 
asked  that  Committee  to  come  to  some  settle- 
ment with  regard  to  it,  hut  the  Committee 
replied  that  the  matter  was  before  the  Su- 
premo Court,  and  any  decision  they  might 
give  might  prejudice  the  hearing  in  the  Sn- 
preme  Court.  The  Committee  considered  that 
it  would  be  better  to  adjourn  the  hearing  of 
the  petition  until  the  Supreme  Court  had  dealt 
with  the  Horowhenua  case,  then  pending  in 
that  Court.  In  his  opinion  it  was  not  a  very 
weighty  question,  and  it  could  be  easily  solved. 
The  laud  belonged  to  the  whole  tribe,  and  the 
two  men  were  in"  the  title  as  trustees  for  the 
tribe.  The  Natives  had  been  petitioning  for 
mtkny  years,  and  the  Government,  instead  of 
settling  the  matter,  were  prolonging  it.  He 
thought,  under  the  circumsteuices,  that  the 
House  should  let  the  Supreme  Court  have  the 
documents  asked  for;  and  the  House  should 
take  an  impartial  view  of  the  matter.  Several 
members  had  advised  the  litigants  to  withdraw 
the  case  from  the  Supreme  Court,  but  they 
would  not  do  so  ;  therefore,  if  they  suffered  loss 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  was  their  own  fault. 
The  Native  Affairs  Committee  had  also  advised 
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Hie  litigants  to  withdraw  the  case  from  the 
Sopreme  Court  and  allow  the  House  to  settle 
it  HoweTer,  be  thought  it  better  to  allow  the 
ease  to  be  fought  out.  It  was  the  people  who 
owned  the  land  that  he  felt  for ;  but  he  had 
not  the  same  sympathy  for  the  two  litigants. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  44. 
Bnddo  Lamach  Pinkerton 

Boiek  Ijawry  Bussell,  W.  B. 

Cancross  Mackenzie,  T.    Sanndeis 

Oamell  ^lackiutosh       Seddon 

Carroll  Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  O.  J. 

Ciowtiier  McKenzie,  B.    Stevens 

Duncan  McNab  Steward 

Xlttnum  Meredith  Tanner 

Gnham  Millar  To  Ao 

GoinDecs  Mills  Thompson 

Eall.JoDes        Montgomery      Willis. 
Bonston  Morrison  Tellert. 

Hntchison,  W.  O'Began  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Joyce  Pere  McGowan. 

Noes,  12. 
Bochanan         Lang  Stout. 

EaniBhaw         Massey  Tellers. 

Gnea  McGuire  Bell 

Eeke  Newman  Wilson. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

McLachlan  Fraser 

Pinui  Button 

Reeves  Allen 

RuBseU,  G.  W.  Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  for,  32. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOUBNMENT. 
Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  sorry,  at  this  late 
fetiod  of  the  session,  to  have  to  move  the  eA- 
{tonunent  of  the  House,  but  he  did  so  in  con- 
■quenceof  the  question  which  had  been  placed 
tn  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honourable  mem- 
icr  foi  Clatha.  When  that  honourable  gentle- 
Van  asked  the  question  he  distinctly  stated 
Ikat  he  did  not  refer  to  any  individual  member 
if  the  House,  but  there  was  no  doubt  at  all 
Hat  it  was  directed  at  himself  (Mr.  Smith). 
He  therefore  wanted  to  tell  the  House  what 
file  facts  of  the  case  were.  This  application 
Ms  made  through  him  at  the  request  of  a  very 
large  omnber  of  the  people  in  the  Taranaki 
District,  representative  of  the  business-men  of 
Bm  distoict,  and  men  who  were  members  of 
Ac  Chamber  of  Commence,  and  the  leading 
pea  there,  and  they  were  prepared  to  sub- 
Mribe  the  money  stated  in  the  application 
|Dand  for  pound.  He  was  an  old  colonist  of 
pTCr  thirty  years'  standing;  and  when  he  re- 
IMmbeted  the  great  things  that  had  been 
Mhieved  by  sending  men  to  the  Old  Country  ; 
•hen  be  remembered  the  success  of  Sir  Julius 


Vogel  when  he  was  sent  Home  to  float  the  tea- 
million  loan ;  when  he  remembered  that  the 
Midland  Bailway  project  was  brought  about  by 
sending  people  to  England  ;  when  he  knew  that 
their  great  coal  deposits  had  been  developed 
through  practical  business-men  proceeding  to 
•  England  in  order  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
capitalists  of  the  Old  Country,  it  was  only  a  rea- 
sonable thing  for  the  people  of  Taranaki  to  ask 
the  Government  to  subscribe  pound  for  pound 
for  the  purpose  to  which  he  referred,  if  the  Go- 
vernment thought  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  to  do  so,  and  not  merely  in  the  interests 
of  any  individuals  or  any  particular  district. 
Was  there  anything  lowering  to  the  dignity  of 
the  House  in  asking  for  such  a  thing  as  that  ? 
He  had  advocated  tliis  course  upon  many  occa- 
sions, both  in  season  and  out  of  season.  Why 
should  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  get 
up  in  the  House  and  denounce  the  proposal 
upon  personal  grounds  ?  He  (Mr.  Smith)  knew 
the  immense  amount  of  good  that  would  be 
done  to  New  Zealand  if  the  proposal  were 
given  effect  to.  It  would,  in  the  first  place, 
mean  the  keeping  in  the  colony  of  half  a  mil- 
lion a  year.  It  would  enable  them  to  maJce 
their  own  railway  plant,  which  they  were  now 
importing  from  Germany,  America,  and  Bel- 
gium. They  wanted  to  get  the  capitalists  of 
England  to  take  this  matter  up,  and  that  was 
why  the  project  was  set  on  foot.  It  would  be 
no  pleasure- trip  to  a  man  to  drag  ten  tons  of 
minerals  about  with  him  and  exhibit  it  at  the 
Colonial  Institute,  and  before  the  scientific  men 
and  capitalists  of  Great  Britain.  The  Com- 
mittee which  had  inquired  into  the  subject 
was  nearly  unanimous  in  its  recommendation ; 
there  was  only  one  dissentient  voice.  The 
promoters  of  the  scheme  did  not  want  it  to  be 
said  that  the  Government  would  be  voting  the 
funds  of  the  colony  to  a  supporter  of  theirs, 
unless  they  were  convinced  that  good  to  the 
colony  would  result  from  it.  They  wanted  that 
House  to  decide  it,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
let  it  go  by  the  decision  of  the  House.  If 
the  decision  of  the  House  was  against  it  they 
would  drop  it  at  once  and  for  ever.  When 
they  knew  what  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
were  doing  in  the  matter  of  developing  their 
mineral  wealth  by  the  introduction  of  British 
capital,  surely  there  was  nothing  unreason- 
able in  this  proposal  that  the  Government 
should  subscribe  pound  for  pound  of  the  ex- 
pense that  would  have  to  be  incurred  in  send- 
ing a  representative  to  the  Old  Country.  He 
had  not  supposed  there  would  be  any  member 
of  the  House  so  narrow-minded  as  to  raise 
his  voice  against  it.  But  if  a  member  of  that 
House  was  proposed  for  this  or  that  Board,  or 
in  connection  with  this  or  that  scheme,  some- 
body in  the  House  rose  and  denounced  it. 
Such  a  course  of  action  was  lowering  the  tone 
and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  holding  the 
House  up  to  ridicule  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
of  the  country.  He  was  persuaded  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  House  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City,  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  national  question.  When  that 
honourable    gentleman  was   Premier   of   the 
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colony  there  was  a  great  exhibition  in  Wel- 
lington, and  he  dragged  the  honourable  gentle- 
man down  to  that  exhibition  to  let  him  see 
what  the  Taranaki  District  was  capable  of 
producing  in  the  shape  of  mineral  wealth 
alone.  Over  and  over  again  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  had  promised  hisi 
assistance,  and  he  would  see  now  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  do.  There  was 
untold  wealth  lying  in  that  district,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  and  if  the  matter 
were  properly  brought  under  the  attention  of 
English  capitalists  plenty  of  capital  would 
flow  into  the  colony  for  the  development  of  this 
untold  wealth.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
the  Government  were  asked  to  send  ten  tons  ot 
minerals  Home.  The  question  of  the  profitable 
development  of  the  ironsand  had  been  already 
solved,  and  it  only  required  to  be  brought 
prominently  before  the  men  of  capital  and  the 
scientists  of  Qreat  Britain  to  insure  its  speedy 
development.  There  were  millions  of  money 
lying  idle  in  the  Old  Country  awaiting  invest- 
ment, and  if  these  capitalists  only  knew  what 
a  field  there  was  in  New  Zealand  they  would 
soon  utilise  their  money  in  the  development  of 
this  industry.  Ho  need  only  refer  to  the  great 
success  be  had  in  Auckland  when  the  men  and 
machinery  were  placed  at  his  disposal.  He 
showed  several  hundred  people  what  could  be 
done  with  the  ironsand ;  and  what  was  wanted 
was  capital  to  produce  great  and  most  splendid 
results.  The  development  of  this  industry 
would,  of  course,  as  a  natural  consequence,  lead 
to  the  greater  development  of  their  coal-mines. 
Large  quantities  of  coal  would  be  used  up ; 
and  members  knew  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  wealth  of  England  was  due  to  the  utilisa- 
tion of  her  coal.  It  was  with  that  object  that 
the  people  of  Taranaki  approached  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  was  set  up  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  which  was  the  best  way  to 
promote  the  resources  of  the  colony.  That 
Committee  was  comprised  of  men  representing 
the  intelligence  of  the  country;  and  why  there- 
fore did  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  put 
the  question  he  did?  That  honourable  gentle- 
man would  say  he  did  so  in  the  interests  of  the 
country ;  but  such  was  not  the  case.  It  was 
because  he  (Mr.  Smith)  was  on  one  side  of  the 
House  and  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
other.  Ever  since  he  entered  Parliament  in 
1890,  up  to  the  present  time,  that  honourable 
gentleman  had  always  been  having  a  fling  at 
him ;  and  he  could  tell  that  honourable  gentle- 
man that  whenever  he  did  not  approach  him 
in  an  open,  aboveboard  manner  he  would  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  order  to 
put  the  matter  properly  before  the  country. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  might  say  that 
when  it  was  for  them  it  was  a  grand  thing, 
but  when  it  was  for  somebody  else  it  was  a 
very  wrong  thing.  The  honourable  gentleman 
told  him  a  little  lime  ago  that  when  he  was  on 
one  of  his  explorations  to  find  out  some  new 
track  he  actually  applied  to  the  Qovemment 
(or  a  co-operative  man  to  carry  his  swag.  Not 
that  he  objected  to  that,  because  he  thought  if 
one  was  going  into  the  country  for  such  an 
Mr.  E.  U.  Smith 


object  he  should  have  some  assistance,  and  pro- 
bably if  he  had  applied  to  him  he  would  have 
given  him  assistance.  They  had  in  the  colony 
plant  which  had  cost  £100,000 ;  they  had.  as 
Mr.  Speaker  knew,  in  his  electorate  nearly  a 
hundred  skilled  workmen,  men  who  had  been 
trained  in  the  best  shops  in  England  and 
America ;  they  had  the  men,  the  plant,  and 
the  material  here,  and  all  they  wanted  was  the 
capital ;  and  they  proposed  to  reach  the  capitaL 
They  knew  very  well  that  without  a  direct  vote 
of  the  House  the  Government  could  not  grant 
money  to  any  member  for  any  such  purpose 
without  bringing  him  under  the  Disqualifica- 
tion Act.  He  did  not  want  a  penny  of  such 
money — his  supporters  would  subscribe  his 
expenses ;  but  they  wanted  to  send  the  material 
Home,  and  he  believed  the  shipping  companies 
would  make  a  great  reduction  in  the  freight. 
If  the  Government  placed  an  amount  on  the 
supplementary  estimates,  and  if  that  amount 
were  carried  by  the  House,  he  thought  they 
should  bow  to  that  decision,  as  it  would  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Tariff  and  Industries  Committee,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  steadily  oppose  this  recommendation 
of  the  Committee,  and  he  regretted  to  say  he 
was  the  only  one  of  the  Committee  who  opposed 
it.  He  had  not  opposed  it  on  any  grounds 
personal  to  the  honourable  gentleman ;  ha 
thought  they  must  all  recognise  the  earnest- 
ness of  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth with  reference  to  the  development  of 
this  industry.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a, 
member  of  that  House  more  desirous  of  seeing 
the  iron  industry  developed  than  he  was ;  so  that 
his  remarks,  he  felt  sure,  would  be  accepted  on 
this  subject  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  gave  them. 
The  Industries  Committee  was  appointed  to 
find  out  the  best  mode  of  developing  the  indus- 
tries of  New  Zealand.  They  at  once  came  face 
to  face  with  the  issue,  Was  it  the  best  mode  to 
pay  men  in  this  colony  to  go  Home  to- float 
private  companies  to  develop  the  industries  of 
New  Zealand  ?  That  was  the  question,  which 
every  member  must  answer  for  himself.  In  his 
opinion  it  was  the  last  way  in  which  they  should 
spend  the  colony's  money.  The  honourable 
gentleman  put  his  case  before  the  Committee 
very  fairly  and  temperately.  Ho  stated  that 
his  object  was  that  one  or  two  gentlemen  should 
be  sent  from  New  Plymouth  or  New  Zealand 
to  meet  the  ironmasters  in  England,  many  of 
whom  hod  had  to  let  their  blast-fixes  go  oat; 
and  no  doubt  they  would  be  desirous  of  start- 
ing a  business  in  some  other  suitable  place. 
It  was  clearly  understood  by  the  Committee 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  one 
of  the  two  persons  who  were  to  go  Home  ;  and 
no  doubt  the  people  of  New  Plymouth  and 
Auckland  who  subscribed  the  i^SO  for  ex- 
penses would  look  to  the  central  figure,  who 
had  continually  placed  this  question  before  the 
country,  to  go  Home  on  this  expedition  as 
their  export.  The  question  then  arose.  Was 
it  right  or  proper  that  the  House  should  vote  it 
sum  of  money  to  send  a  member  of  the  House 
Home  to  float  a   company,   or  to   negotiate 
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with  private  companies,  to  come  oul:  to  this 
oonntxy  to  start  that  indnstry?  It  was  upon 
that  gronnd,  and  upon  that  ground  solely,  that 
he  gave  his  vote  very  distinctly  against  the 
proposal  made  to  the  Committee,  and  he  had 
seen  no  reason  since  to  alter  his  views  in  that 
nspeot.  The  honourable  gentleman  stated  in 
bis  remarks  in  the  House  that  a  number  of 
the  leading  men  in  hia  district,  and  other 
persons,  were  prepared  to  subscribe  pound  for 
pound  up  to  £2Sb,  making  with  the  subsidy 
£500,  to  send  some  person  Home  for  the  par- 
pose  he  had  indicated.  He  also  stated  that  in 
Auckland,  when  making  the  test,  there  were 
some  five  hundred  people  interested  in,  or  pre- 
sent at,  the  operations,  and  that  they  were 
very  moch  pleased  at  the  result.  If  this  was 
BO,  be  ventured  to  say  to  the  Government  and 
to  the  House  that  there  should  be  no  difficulty 
at  all  in  raising  the  amount  of  £600  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  sending  a  person  Home  for  this 
pnrpose — that  was,  if  the  people  were  satisfied, 
after  seeing  the  tests,  that  the  work  which  the 
bonoorable  gentleman  had  conducted  foryears 
past  had  come  to  that  stage  that  the  problem  of 
the  redaction  of  ironsand  had  been  practically 
solved.  If  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ments in  that  respect  were  correct,  there  could 
be  no  difficulty  in  arranging  that  matter.  In 
his  opinion,  however,  unless  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  say  to  the  delegates  that 
they  were  determined  that  all  the  iron  rails, 
bridges,  and  material  used  by  the  Government 
in  New  Zealand  should  be  made  of  colonial 
iion — onlcss  they  made  that  a  stipulation — 
they  would  not  induce  any  Home  firm  to  come 
ont  here  to  supply  the  other  part  of  the  local 
market.  The  output  of  such  works  would  be 
much  larger  than  the  local  consumption,  and, 
that  being  so,  they  would  have  to  look  to  out- 
side markets.  It  must  be  recollected  that  yon 
oonld  not  start  a  blast-furnace  and  keep  it 
going  for  one  month  and  then  stop  it  the 
next:  it  must  be  kept  going  always.  As  a 
preliminary,  therefore,  the  Government  would 
nave  to  say  that  they  were  determined  to  use 
Kew  Zealand  iron,  and  New  Zealand  iron  only. 
He  did  not  think  the  Government  had  come  to 
that  point,  and  he  thought  a  decision  in  that 
respect  should  be  arrived  at  first,  before  any 
money  was  voted.  He  quite  realised  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  spent  years  of  his 
life,  and  had  impoverished  himself,  in  trying  to 
promote  this  industry,  and  he  would  personally 
like  to  assist  him  or  any  delegates  in  going 
Home ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  vote  money  to  send  any  one 
Home  to  float  a  private  company.  If  that  were 
done  in  this  case,  it  must  be  done  in  other 
eases.  Take,  for  instance,  the  proposal  in  the 
Budget  with  regard  to  the  beet-sugar  industry : 
(hey  might  just  as  well  vote  a  sum  of  money 
to  send  Home  some  person  to  float  a  private 
company  to  develo;)  that  industry.  So  they 
could  go  on  from  industry  to  industrjr.  He 
ventured  to  state  that  that  would  end  in  the 
litter  demoralisation  of  the  House.  It  was  not 
the  amount,  it  was  the  principle  which  was 
involved.    He  trusted  the  House  and  the  Go- 
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vemment  would  be  most  careful  in  coming  to  a 
decision  upon  this  question,  because  giving  a 
grant  of  money  would  not  end  with  the  pre- 
sent oase.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
question  of  the  reduction  of  ironsand  in  New 
Zealand  was  no  new  question.  There  were 
other  countries  which  had  large  quantities  of 
ironsand.  This  was  a  very  great  question, 
and  members  should  approach  it  from  a  prac- 
tical point  of  view,  and  from  the  position  of 
being  guardians  of  the  public  purse.  It  was 
only  upon  those  grounds  that  he  was  speaking. 
With  regard  to  constructing  large  ironworks  in 
New  Zealand,  they  could  not  rely  solely  upon 
the  products  of  ironsand ;  they  must  also  de- 
velope  onr  heematite  lodes.  Thoy  must  have 
soft  heematite  pigs  to  mix  up  with  the  product 
of  the  ironsand.  He  was  convinced  that  iron- 
sand would  make  first-class  bar-iron.  He  knew 
something  of  the  materials,  and  could  say  that 
it  was  almost  equal  to  Lowmore  iron.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  equal  to  it,  but  it  lay  be- 
tween B.B.S.  and  Lowmore.  If  they  were 
going  to  use  it  for  castings — and,  of  course, 
they  must  use  it  for  all  purposes — they  must 
have  other  grades  of  iron  t^  mix  for  the  various 
purposes  required.  In  his  opinion,  the  plant 
should  be  placed  in  the  CoUiugwood  district, 
which  was  within  easy  shipping  distance  of  the 
ironsand,  close  to  the  largest  beds  of  haema- 
tite in  the  colony,  and  also  close  to  coalfields. 
This  was  a  large  question,  and  one  which  fully 
deserved  the  attention  of  the  Government.  He 
altogether  demurred  to  the  money  coming  ont 
of  the  public  Exchequer. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  was  dissatisfied  with 
the  answer  made  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  as  to  when  the  Government  were  going 
to  lay  the  Public  Works  Statement  on  the 
table.  He  had  gone  to  the  trouble  to  take 
out  the  number  of  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  sitting  of  the  House  upon  which 
the  Public  Works  Statement  was  delivered 
during  the  last  eleven  years,  and  he  found 
that  the  last  three  years  compared  most 
unfavourably  with  former  years,  and  that  the 
present  Minister  for  Public  Works — the  Premier 
— was  the  greatest  sinner  of  all  Ministers  for 
Public  Works  in  this  respect.  In  1884  the 
Public  Works  Statement  was  delivered  fifty- 
one  days  after  the  sitting  of  the  House ;  in  1885, 
seventy-five  days ;    in  1886,  forty-two  days ;  in 

.  qj,  1887,  sixty-seven  days ;  in  1888,  ninety- 
'  nine  days.  That  was  the  longest  time 
for  which  the  Public  Works  Statement  had  been 
delayed,  and  that  was  caused  by  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  thrown  upon  the  then  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  the  revision  of  the  Cus- 
toms te^ff.  In  1889  forty-eight  days  elapsed 
before  it  was  delivered ;  in  1890,  thirty-six  days. 
Then,  coming  to  1891,  the  first  year  of  the 
Ballance  Government,  when  the  present  Pre- 
mier held  the  portfolio  of  Public  Works,  eighty- 
eight  days  elapsed ;  in  the  following  year, 
ninety- five;  and,  in  1893,  ninety  days.  That 
was  last  year.  Those  who  were  members  of 
Parliament  last  year  would  remember  that  the 
debate  upon  the  Public  Works  Statement,  the 
public -works  estimates,  and  the  supplcmen- 
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taiy  estimates  were  all  forced  throagh  during  | 
one  sitting,  and  during  the  early  hours  of  the  | 
morning,  by  the  Premier.  The  debate  upon  the 
Pnblic  Works  Statement  last  year  was  taken 
only  two  days  before  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment. They  had  now  been  in  session  ninety- 
nine  days,  and  they  still  had  not  got  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  nor  did  they  know  when  they 
were  going  to  get  it ;  and  they  were  led  to  be- 
lieve, by  the  statement  of  the  Premier  made  a 
few  days  ago,  that  he  expected  to  prorogue  the 
House  not  later  than  the  end  of  the  second 
week  in  October.  The  Premier  had  said  there 
was  good  reason  for  the  delay  that  had  taken 
place  ;  he  said  that  the  Government  were  still 
unaware  of  the  amount  of  money  they  would 
have  at  their  disposal  for  carrying  on  the 
public  works  of  the  colony.  In  the  Financial 
Statement  they  were  told  that  the  amount 
available  from  the  Public  Works  Fund  on 
the  Slst  March  last  was  £263,787.  It  was 
also  stated  there  that  it  was  proposed  during 
the  present  year  to  set  apart  out  of  revenue 
£2fiO,000  for  the  purposes  of  public  works 
throughout  the  colony;  and,  in  a  table  laid 
before  the  House  on  the  previous  day  by  the 
Treasurer,  they  found,  from  the  correspond- 
ence that  had  taken  place  between  himself 
and  the  Agent-General,  that  it  was  also  pro- 
posed to  coUar  another  £50,000  from  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  Taking  these  three  amounts,  they  found 
the  Minister  would  have  £568,787  for  expendi- 
ture during  the  present  financial  year,  £233,000 
more  than  was  actually  expended  Isst  year, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  amounts 
proposed  to  be  taken  out  of  the  loans  to  be 
raised  under  the  Bill  that  passed  this  House 
two  or  three  days  ago.  One  might  imagine, 
from  the  statement  of  the  Premier,  that  he  did 
not  himself  know  what  amount  he  would  have 
available  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  of 
{he  colony  until  he  knew  whether  the  Bill  was 
going  to  pass  in  another  place  or  not.  Now, 
honourable  members  who  supported  that  Bill, 
as  he  himself  had  done,  did  not  contemplate 
that  any  portion  of  the  moneys  named  in  the 
Bill  was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  ordinary  public  works  of  the  colony. 
As  he  understood  the  provisions  of  that  Bill, 
the  moneys  proposed  to  be  raised  under  it 
were  for  the  purpose  of  improving  lands  for 
settlement,  and  for  making  roads  and  con- 
structing bridges  for  opening  up  and  giving 
SMicess  to  Grown  lands,  and  for  similar  purposes 
in  connection  with  the  land  to  be  acquired 
under  the  Bill  from  the  Natives.  Seeing  that 
this  was  the  case,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
saty  for  the  Government  to  make  this  long 
delay  before  making  public  their  proposals  for 
carrying  on  public  works  during  the  present 
financial  year.  The  Minister  of  Lands,  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  said  it  was  their  intention 
to  prepare  three  schedules  of  works  that  were 
to  De  carried  on  under  its  provisions.  Seeing 
that  was  the  case,  he  thought  the  Premier 
would  be  doing  justice  to  the  members  of  the 
House  and  to  the  country  if  he  stated  he 
would  deliver  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
Mr.  iiUeheUan 


say,  on  Tuesday  next;  and  if  the  Bill  wliidi 
appeared  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  so 
much  conoem  was  not  passed  in  another  place, 
more  especially  as  so  little  of  the  money  auUio- 
rised  by  it  would  actually  be  required  for  ex- 
penditure during  the  present  year,  no  harm 
would  be  done ;  and,  if  it  was  passed,  the  sche- 
dules could  be  attached  to  the  supplementary 
estimates,  and  the  votes  could  be  passed  t^ 
the  House  for  the  purposes  the  Minister  li 
Lands  considered  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  country.  He  was  inclined  to  think,  from 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place,  and  from  the 
statement  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
that  his  intention  was,  as  soon  as  the  Bill  in 
question  became  law,  to  set  apart  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  moneys  provided  under  it  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  ordinary  pablie 
works  of  the  colony.  If  that  was  his  intention, 
it  was  not  right  to  members  of  the  House,  who 
had  assisted  in  passing  the  Bill  upon  the 
understanding  that  the  money  raised  under  it 
was  to  be  used  for  other  purposes.  He  con- 
sidered the  Premier  ought  not  longer  to  delay 
the  delivery  of  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
and  ought  not  to  do  as  he  had  done  during  the 
previous  session, — namely,  ask  the  House  to 
discuss  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  and  to  pass  the  public-works 
estimates  and  the  supplemental  eetimatos 
through,  the  same  night,  or  at  one  sitting, 
as  was  done  last  year  by  sheer  force.  Such  a 
thing  had  never  before  been  attempted  in  Kew 
Zealand,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  done.  He 
felt  sure  that,  if  honourable  members  allowed 
the  Premier  to  use  the  same  influence  to  force 
his  public-works  estimates  through  as  he  had 
done  during  last  session,  they  would  not  only 
bo  doing  themselves  an  inju^  but  an  injoiy 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  very  moderate  in  his  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  delay  in  bringing  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  But  he  would  pat 
it  to  him,  as  a  practical  man,  how  was  it  pos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  down  that  Statement  un- 
less ways  and  means  were  first  provided  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  knew  very  well  there 
were  only  ways  and  means  for  slightly  over 
half  a  million,  and,  of  course,  in  that  he  in- 
cluded what  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  termed 
the  "  windfall  "  of  the  £50,000  he  had  alluded 
to.  Never  had  the  Public  Works  Fund  been  so 
low  in  the  history  of  the  country.  He  supposed 
the  loan-balance  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
£60,000  or  £70,000.  The  Public  Worics  Fund 
had  never  before  been  in  the  position  it  was  in 
at  the  present  time.  The  honourable  member 
knew  that  very  well ;  and  he  knew,  as  a  prac- 
tical man,  that  you  must  have  money  that 
would  oover,  at  aU  events,  the  expenditure  for 
two  years.  No  Public  Works  Minister  would  be 
worthy  of  the  name  unless  he  saw  his  ways  and 
means  for  at  least  two  years.  Ho  was  allading 
now  to  the  £500,000,  The  other  moneys,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  full  well,  were  for 
entirely  different  purposes,  but  they  must  come 
down  under  the  Public  Works  Statement.  As 
to  the  roads  that  were  to  be  made  to  open  up 
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Crown  lands  and  land  bonght  from  the  Natives 
oat  of  the  £250,000,  the  Minister  of  Lands  was 
hoWTid  by  law — the  law  they  weze  passing — to 
place  item  by  item  for  each  of  these  roads  upon 
the  public-works  estimates. 

Mr.   MITCHELSON.  —  They  were  brought 
down  one  yeaf  in  the  Appropriation  Act. 

Air.  SEDDON  said  they  oould  not  be  appro- 
piiated  without  first  being  passed  by  the  House 
under  the  public-works  estimates.  As  he  had 
told  the  House  previously  regarding  this  qus^- 
tar  of  a  million,  there  would  have  to  be  a 
schedule  showing  the  roads  that  would  have 
to  be  constructed.  The  allocation  of  the  money 
would  have  to  be  determined  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  works  specified.  It  was  impos- 
sible, therefore,  for  him  to  bring  down  the 
I>nUic  Works  Statement  until  he  knew  whether 
or  not  that  money  was  to  be  granted.  If  it 
were  not  granted,  where  should  he  be  with  his 
Pablie  Works  Statement  ?  Perhaps  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  would  like  him  to  bring  down 
bis  Pablie  Works  Statement,  then  for  him  to 
hare  his  ways  and  means  cut  down,  and  to  be 
left  a  laughing-stock  to  honourable  members 
•Ad  to  the  country.  It  might  please  the 
honourable  member  to  put  him  in  that  posi- 
tion, bat  he  was  not  going  to  be  put  in  it  if  he 
conld  avoid  it.  He  had  no  wish  to  keep  the 
Statement  back,  but  he  was  quite  sure  the 
honourable  member  would  sympathize  with 
the  Government  when  he  saw  the  time  it  took 
to  get  through  the  business.  He  was  not  com- 
plaining, because  he  knew  the  magnitude  of  the 
proposals,  and  the  desire  there  was  for  placing 
their  views  with  regard  to  those  proposals  fully 
before  the  country.  They  oould  not,  under 
the  circumstances,  complain.  The  honourable 
member  told  them  that  this  was  the  ninety- 
ninth  day.  Well,  that  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Government.  The  honourable  member  knew 
Ihat  this  session  many  important  matters  had 
ciane  np.  There  had  been  the  Standing  Orders, 
and  no  ordinary  Bill  that  had  ever  come  before 
the  House,  or  that  was  likely  to  come  before  it, 
waa  of  the  same  importance  as  were  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.  It  had  necessarily  taken  a  consider- 
able amount  of  time  to  deal  with  them.  That 
was  work  that  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Then,  there  had  been  legislation  affect- 
ing other  matters  of  great  importance  which 
hard  to  be  dealt  with,  which  no  Government 
could  have  foreseen.  These  had  come  as  sur- 
pcisea,  suddenly,  and  the  Government  and 
Parliament  had  had  to  deal  with  them.  If  the 
boooaiable  member  was  reasonable,  these  were 
matters  that  he  ought  to  take  into  considera- 
tioax.  This  had  delayed  their  financial  pro- 
poaftla.  He  was  not  complaining  of  the  time 
tbat  bad  been  taken  np  in  the  debate  on  the 
Address  in  Beply  or  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment. Considering  the  magnitude  of  the  pro- 
posals, he  did  not  think  any  unreasonable 
delay  had  occurred,  but  still  these  proceedings 
had  taken  time:  and  then  there  was  the  re- 
fusal of  honourable  members  to  sit  late.  If 
honourable  members  had  sat,  perhaps,  another 
dozen  evenings  till  six  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
probably   they  would   have   had    the    Public 


Works  Statement  before  now.  Their  own  eap- 
porters  had  on  more  than  one  occasion  abso- 
lutely refused  to  do  any  more  work,  and  the 
Oovermnent  had  had  to  submit  to  the  inevi- 
table. He  regretted  this  very  much,  but  hoped 
that,  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  they 
would  be  in  a  position  to  know  what  funds 
would  be  available.  He  wished  to  remove  one 
misapprehension  the  honourable  member  had. 
The  honourable  member  had  said  they  were 
going  to  use  money  out  of  the  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion provided  for  opening  up  Grown  and  Native 
lands  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  public 
works.  It  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
railways.  There  were  the  Eketahun8i-Wood- 
ville  connection,  the  Otago  Central,  the  com-, 
pletion  of  the  Rotorua  Une ;  but  they  were 
not  going  to  use  the  money  raised  under 
the  Native  Land  Acquisition  Bill  for  ordinary 
public-works  purposes.  They  would  adhere  as 
closely  as  possible  to  what  they  had  told  the 
House ;  but  they  could  not  bring  the  Public 
Works  Statement  down  till  they  knew  what 
the  ways  and  means  would  be.  Then,  they 
had  to  provide  for  public  buildings,  and  for 
roads  cuid  their  maintenance.  These  would 
be  on  the  ordinary  public -works  estimates, 
apart  from  the  others.  If  the  honourable 
member  were  in  his  position  he  would  see  it 
was  a  position  of  difficulty.  He  hod  no  desire 
to  keep  back  information  or  statements.  He 
must  say  members  had  been  most  reasonable 
in  their' Inquests ;  there  had  not  been  half  a 
dozen  who  had  asked  him  this  session  for  works. 
Their  means,  however,  were  limited,  but  it  was 
not  on  that  account  that  the  Statement  had 
been  kept  bock.  They  hod  to  take  into  account 
the  Coolgordie  attraction,  and  the  fact  of  so 
many  men  being  out  of  employment ;  together 
with  the  demands  for  the  increase  of  settlement. 
The  Government  had  to  take  all  these  into 
account,  and,  so  far  as  they  could,  they  would 
endeavour  to  retain  the  population  by  making 
reproductive  works,  and  the  estimates  would 
be  drawn  with  that  object.  Honourable  mem- 
bers would  give  the  Government  credit  when 
he  told  them  the  expenditure  lost  year  under 
Part  I.  was  the  lowest  expenditure  on  public- 
works  in  the  history  of  the  colony, 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  absolutely  lower 
than  the  expenditure  during  the  last  year  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  term  of  office; 
and  he  thought  that  there  could  be  no  com- 
plaint. It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government, 
with  reference  to  the  public -works  expendi- 
ture, to  husband  their  resources :  and,  if  they 
were  true  to  the  colony,  themselves,  and  the 
people,  they  must  assist  settlement  and  thereby 
assist  the  people.  As  regarded  the  question  of 
the  adjournment,  and  the  question  of  sending 
some  one  Home,  he  did  not  agree  that  that  was 
the  proper  course  to  adopt,  because  it  might  be 
said  that  the  Government  did  so  to  please  a 
supporter,  and  to  promote  his  welfare.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  de- 
served well  at  the  hands  of  the  colony,  but 
they  conld  send  some  specimens  of  the  raw 
material  tP  the  Agent-General,  to  bring  the 
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resouioes  of  the  colony  fally  before  the  British 
public.  That  was  a  work  which,  he  thought, 
was  justified;  but  to  send  Home  a  representa- 
tive to  float  companies  and  to  provide  capital 
was  a  thing  be  did  not  think  the  State  would 
be  justified  in  doing.  Before  coming  to  a  final 
Gonclasion  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  through 
the  evidence  produced  before  the  Committee, 
and  then  they  could  decide  accordingly. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  was  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  had  taken  the 
question  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  spirit  he  had  taken  it  in, 
but,  unfortunately,  that  was  a  matter  he  could 
not  help,  and  he  did  not  offer  to  apologize  for 
it.  He  held  that  Parliament  should  be  as  free 
as  possible  from  motions  of  this  kind.  It  was 
undoubtedly  true  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, since  he  had  held  a  scat  in  that  Parlia- 
ment, had  actually  asked  the  Oovernment  to 
send  him  Home  at  the  expense  of  the  colony, 
and  that  was  an  improper  position  for  any 
honourable  member  to  take  up. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  be  had  never  asked 
the  Government ;  he  asked  the  House. 

Mr  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Government 
was  the  voice  of  the  House.  He  thought  if 
the  House  were  represented  in  London  by  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  and 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour  they  might  expect 
the  colony  to  be  "  boomed." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Did  you  say 
"  doomed  "  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  had  stated 
that  this  matter  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  on  a  previous  occMion,  and  un- 
doubtedly it  had,  and  the  reports  had  been 
opposed  to  giving  him  aid,  and  had  been  sent 
back  to  the  Select  Committee  in  order  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  matter  again  before  the  Com- 
mittee to  secure  a  favourable  report ;  but  the 
reports  again  were  unfavourable.  It  was  a 
question  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
repeatedly  advocated — namely,  the  subsidising 
of  a  member  of  that  House.  No  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  fancied  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  mineral  wealth  in  his  district, 
but  he  was  so  exuberant  in  his  admiration 
of  Taranaki  that  he  exaggerated  the  amount 
enormously.  What  had  he  told  the  House? 
That  there  were  some  417,000  square  miles  of 
coalfields  in  Taranaki  alone. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— I  did  not  say  that.  We 
have  a  great  deal  of  coal  in  our  district,  and  I 
said  400  square  miles. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  mHantard, 
and,  no  doubt,  the  honourable  gentleman  cor- 
rected his  Hansard  proofs.  He  would  read  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  said — it  was  in 
Volume  80,  page  67 :  "  447,000  square  miles." 
The  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say 
that  each  acre  had  30,000  tons  of  coal,  and 
therefore  the  sum-total  would  be  no  less'  than 
8,580,000,000,000  tons  of  ooal. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  giving  a  quotation  to  lead  the  House 
to  believe  that  he  is  reading  from  Hansard, 
Mr.  Seddon 


when  be  is  not.    His  statements  are  not  in  the 
pages  of  Harnard,  and  it  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  had  given  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  words  in  Hansard, 
but  he  would  read  the  whole  extract.  SpeaJdng 
of  their  natural  products,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  reported  in  Hansard  to  have  said, 
"  And  now  those  vast  coalfields,  covering  an 
area  of  447,000  square  miles,  averaging  about 
80,000  tons  to  the  acre,  lay  there  slumbering." 
On  that  computation  there  were  286,000,000 
acres  of  coal;  but  a  trouble  here  arose,  as 
there  were  only  67,000,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand,  and  on  the  basis  of 
447,000  square  miles  there  would  be  no  less 
than  8,580,000,000,000  tons  of  coal  in  that  dis- 
trict. He  thought  that  would  be  sufficient, 
and  that  the  House  would  support  him  in  his 
conclusion  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
really  slightly  exaggerated  the  matter. 

Mr.  E.  SI.  SMITH.— No. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  all  in 
Hansard  except  the  quantity  of  coals,  and 
the  column  was  hardly  wide  enough  to  afiord 
space  to  embrace  the  figures.  The  honontabla 
gentleman's  demands  upon  the  Oovernment 
for  this  expedition  Home  were  diminishing. 
He  formerly  claimed  £200,000,  when  he  first 
approached  the  Vogel  Government,  but  he 
would  do  him  the  credit  of  saying  that  he  had 
not  asked  for  that  sum  all  out  of  one  loan.  He 
had  asked  for  £150,000  from  one  loan  and 
£50,000  from  another,  so  as  to  make  it  a  bit 
easier  for  the  Government.  This  was  not  the 
first  occasion  that  the  indecency  of  the  honotir- 
able  gentleman's  action  had  been  apparent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  withdraw  that  expression,  as  it  waa 
one  that  should  not  be  applied  to  any  member 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  with- 
draw it,  but  he  was  merely  quoting  what  Sir 
John  Hall  had  said  on  a  previous  occasion  when 
this  very  subject  was  before  the  House.  What 
he  desired  to  say  was  that  it  was  not,  to  his 
mind,  right  that  any  member  of  the  House 
should  use  his  influence  on  the  Committees 
when  be  was  interested  in  a  matter  under  con- 
sideration, as  it  prevented  the  members  of  a 
Committee  from  going  into  a  matter  as  freely 
as  they  should. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  that  he  went  out  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  when  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  came  before  the  House  it- 
was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  once  more, 
in  order  that  the  honourable  member  might  be 
present  and  state  his  application  more  fully; 
and  he  did  attend  the  Committee  personally; 
but  after  consideration  the  Committee  reported 
that  it  had  no  recommendation  to  make.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  also  a  little 
incorrect  with  reference  to  an  application 
which  he  alleged  that  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  had 
made  for  a:»istance  on  an  expedition  from  the 
Government.  Possibly  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  a  private  conversation,  but  he 
had  no  recollection  of  it.  It  was  perfectly 
correct  that  mention  had  been  made  to  the  G<>- 
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^eminent  for  assistance,  bat  no  assistance  was 
ever  given.  He  thought  any  one  who  knew 
him  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  would  know  that  he  took 
his  fair  share  o{  what  was  going  on.  Hod 
Government  given  a  man  he  woald  have  been 
employed  to  carry  a  food-supply  to  a  central 
depdt,  from  which  they  might  work,  and  employ 
the  time  more  profitably.  He  offered  to  supply 
the  men  with  food  and  all  they  required,  and 
only  asked  the  Government  to  pay  the  wages. 
That  was  a  very  small  contribution,  and  would 
only  have  come  to  £5  or  £6.  The  expedition 
had  cost  those  in  charge  £100,  and  the  work 
they  were  on  was  more  likely  to  be  beneficial 
to  the  colony  than  to  himself.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, ho  did  not  think  it  was  fair  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  make  the  state- 
ment he  did.  He  objected  to  the  principle  of 
faononrable  members  influencing  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  having  public  moneys  spent 
upon  them  in  order  that  they  might  go  to  the 
Old  Country  to  develop  industries  that  ought 
to  be  developed  on  their  own  merits.  If  the 
trade  of  this  colony  was  to  be  developed  it 
must  largely  depend  upon  its  own  merits,  and, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that 
he  could  prove  on  oath  that  he  could  supply 
material  from  2S  to  30  per  cent,  less  than  the 
price  at  which  the  articles  could  be  landed 
m  the  colony  at,  if  that  could  be  done,  surely 
it  was  evident  that  the  industries  of  this 
colony  in  a  very  short  time  could  bo  developed 
hoth  with  profit  to  the  promoters  and  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  colony.  He  thought  the  course 
suggested  was  an  improper  one  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  suggest. 

Mr.  BUCHAK.4N  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  >«ew Plymouth  was  the  Buzfuz  of  the 

,  -  House.  He  did  not  think  the  honour- 
'  '  able  gentleman  was  responsible  for 
his  actions  or  words  when  he  got  on  to  the 
subject  of  Taranaki  and  its  industries.  Past 
experiences  proved  that  this  was  so;  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
therefore  have  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
and  should  not  be  taken  seriously  when  he 
vent  oS  at  full  speed  as  he  usually  did  on  the 
subject  of  native  industries  in  his  own  parti- 
cular part  of  the  country.  The  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier had  replied  to  the  question  as  to  when 
the  Pnblic  Works  Statement  would  be  brought 
down  that  he  had  not  got  his  policy  Bills 
through,  and  that  until  the  House  granted 
■apftlies  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  Public 
Works  Statement  down.  This  was  the  ninety- 
ninth  day  of  the  session,  and  they  were  only  now 
dealing  with  the  policy  Bills  which  were  an- 
nounced and,  practically,  carried  in  the  debate 
on  the  Financial  Statement.  How,  then,  could 
the  Premier  justify  himself  tor  the  unreason- 
able delay  which  had  taken  place  in  bringing 
down  bis  policy  Bills  ?  He  had  two  or  three 
words  to  say  to  the  Minister  of  Labour,  who 
had  made  a  pretence  of  answering  the  im- 
portant question  be  had  put  to  him  on  the 
•alnect  of  the  nnemployed  in  Wairarapa,  and 
told  the  Honae  that  he  was  anxious  to  deal 
even-handed  justice  to  the  labouring  popula- 
tion in  all  parts  of  the  colony;  but  he  took 


good  care  to  conceal  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
carting  the  unemployed  from  his  own  district 
and  spreading  them  broadcast  over  the  whole 
colony,  the  VVairarapa  included. 

Mr.  REEVES.  —  Where  are  they  in  your 
district? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  they  were  to  be  found 
travelling  up  and  down  the  Wairarapa  district 
looking  for  work  but  unable  to  get  it,  and  pos- 
sibly some  of  those  unfortunates  were  among 
those  who  owing  to  hunger  and  want  had 
helped  themselves,  as  ha«l  been  shown  by  the 
extract  he  had  quoted  shortly  before  from  the 
Evening  Post.  With  regard  to  the  unem- 
ployed in  his  district,  the  Minister  had  stated 
that,  according  to  the  best  information  at  his 
disposal,  the  number  had  very  greatly  de- 
creased since  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  made 
his  somewhat  alarming  statement  to  the 
House  some  little  time  ago.  He  had  stated  to 
the  House  nothing  but  what  he  knew  from 
his  own  personal  knowledge  to  be-true.  And, 
to  show  how  little  attention  was  paid  to  the 
unfortunate  labouring-men  in  the  Wairarapa 
district,  he  would  quote  the  authority  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  department  as 
given  in  the  Labour  Journal.  In  the  Journal 
of  January  the  agent  for  Masterton  reported, 
"  Business  good ;  no  idle  men  in  the  district ; 
plenty  of  employment  for  those  who  are  willing 
to  work."  Martinborough :  "  No  idle  men  in  the 
district ;  "  and  so  on.  In  the  following  month, 
February,  the  Masterton  agent  reported, 
"  Harvesting  operations  are  being  carried  on, 
which  gives  employment  to  a  number  of  men 
in  the  district."  Martinborough:  "Very  few  idle 
men  in  the  district."  In  March  the  Masterton 
agent  reported,  "  Since  last  report  a  large 
number  of  men  have  found  their  way  into  this 
district,  and  this,  combined  with  the  finishing 
of  the  harvest  operations,  has  thrown  a  number 
of  men  on  the  market,  and  they  are  at  present 
unemployed."  To  his  own  knowledge  some  of 
these  men  came  from  the  district  represented 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Does  the  report  say  they 
come  from  my  district? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  speaking  from  his 
own  knowledge.  They  were  sent  to  the  Forty- 
mile  Bush,  and  were  shortly  afterwards  dis- 
charged. The  Journal  for  April  reported,  as 
to  Masterton,  "  Trade  fairly  good.  There  are 
a  good  many  men  out  of  work  at  present,  as 
there  always  are  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Bush- 
felling  will  again  absorb  almost  all  those  at 
present  out  of  work."  Martinborough :  "  A  few 
general  labourers  and  bushmen  reported  as 
being  out  of  employment."  In  May  the  report 
from  Masterton  was,  "Unskilled  labour:  A 
number  of  men  are  reported  out  of  employ- 
ment in  the  district."  Martinborough:  "No 
appreciable  change  since  last  report."  That 
meant  that  there  were  no  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. He  knew  that  to  be  quite  contrary  to 
fact;  and  the  agent  there  did  not  report  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  ofBoe  the  true 
state  of  ailairs  in  the  district.  The  Masterton 
report  for  June  was,  "  Work  is  very  slack. 
Agent  attributes  cause  to  low  prices  now  ruling 
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for  produce,  which  debars  farmers,  squatters, 
and  others  from  employing  the  amount  of 
labour  they  are  usually  In  the  habit  of  doing." 
Martinborough :  "Agent  in  his  report  states 
that  in  his  opinion  the  'unemployed  cry'  has 
been  greatly  exaggerated  in  his  district.  There 
is  no\r  a  class  of  men  on  the  road  different 
from  the  bond  fide  man  in  search  of  work ; 
they  state  that  they  want  work,  and  yet  will 
not  leave  the  main  beaten  track  to  look  for 
it."  Now,  with  regard  to  that  statement,  he 
had  to  say  that  on  the  stations  away  from  the 
main  beaten  track  some  of  them  had  to  put  up 
something  like  twenty  men  for  the  night.  The 
report  of  the  Labour  Agent  was  as  wrong  and 
muleading  as  anything  could  well  be,  and  the 
Labour  Bureau  must  have  known  that  this 
was  so.  The  Masterton  report  for  July  was, 
"  Unskilled  labour  very  plentiful ;  many  men 
waiting  for  bush-felling  contracts,  which  are 
expected  to  come  out  shortly.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  idle  men  in  the  district."  Martin- 
borough  :  "  No  residents  reported  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  appreciable  difference  in  number 
of  men  on  the  road."  For  August  the  reports 
from  Masterton  were :  "  There  is  a  visible  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  men  oat  of  employment 
in  this  district  as  compared  with  last  month, 
but  the  supply  is  still  in  excess  of  the  demand ; 
many  of  those  seeking  employment  seem  to  be 
totally  unfitted  for  axe  or  pick  -  and  -  shovel 
work."  Martinborough— now,  he  wanted  to 
particularly  call  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to  this :  "  In  his  report  for  the  last 
month  our  agent  states  that  there  is  a  great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  men  on  the  road, 
and,  SiS  far  as  he  is  aware,  there  are  no  resi- 
dents in  the  district  out  of  employment." 
There  never  was  a  more  glaring  misstatement 
than  that  delivered  to  a  Minister  by  any 
responsible  officer ;  and  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  commented  on  his  agents'  reports 
as  if  they  were  something  to  be  relied  upon. 
The  agent's  last  report,  for  September,  was, 
"  There  are  a  number  of  men  on  the  roads,  but 
with  the  advent  of  fine  weather  it  is  likely  that 
a  lot  of  work  will  be  put  in  hand,  such  as  scrub- 
cutting,  &c."  Here  they  had  the  agent  making 
the  astounding  statement  that  scrub-outting 
would  be  available  to  take  up  the  unemployed 
at  this  late  period  of  the  season,  almost  on 
the  threshold  of  summer.  It  was  a  piece  of 
wicked  misrepresentation,  which  ought  to  be 
exposed.  He  thought,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wanted  to  get  honest  work  through  his 
Labour  Bureau,  as  he  felt  sure  he  did,  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  his  agent  for  so  many 
months  past  deserved  the  severest  reprehen- 
sion. It  was  simply  untrue  that  the  number  of 
unemployed  had  largely  decreased,  as  stated 
by  the  Labour  Journal,  and  they  had  a  right 
to  as  much  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  his  own  constituents. 
The  colony  had  been  put  to  a  large  amount  of 
expenditure  in  sending  the  unemployed  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  constituency  to 
other  districts,  and  here  were  those  unfortu- 
nate men  in  the  Wairarapa  travelling  over 
muddy  roads  and  rough  country,  all  through 
Mr.  Buchanan 


the  winter,  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  weather  and 
hardship,  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  employ- 
ment. He  had  received  very  scant  courtesy 
and  attention  from  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  had  received  nothing  but  a  misleading 
answer — namely,  that  the  Wairarapa  "  unem- 
ployed "  difficulty  was  not  such  as  called  for 
attention,  because  of  the  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  men  seeking  employment.  The 
facts  of  the  case  were  easily  obtainable,  and 
were  absolute  proof  to  the  contrary. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  emphasize  the 
remarks  of  bis  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Eden  as  to  the  extremely  improper  position 
in  which  the  House  had  been  placed  owing  to 
the  Public  Works  Statement  not  being  brought 
down  before  so  late  a  period  of  the  session. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  very  suavely  and  with 
his  usual  astuteness  endeavoured  to  divert  their 
attention  from  the  real  fact  at  issue  by  saying 
that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  until  this  extremely 
late  period  because  the  financial  policy  of 
the  Oovemment  had  not  yet  received  the 
assent  of  Parliament.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  they  had  been  told  over  and  over 
again  that  there  were  no  borrowing  proposals 
in  the  Oovemment  policy,  and  they  were  now 
told  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  push  on  the 
public  works,  which  were  to  be  carried  on  out 
of  borrowed  money,  because  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Oovemment  had  not  been  assented  to. 
But,  if  all  the  reasons  the  Premier  had  to  put 
forward  for  the  Public  Works  Statement  being 
so  late  in  coming  down  were  that  he  had 
been  unable  to  get  a  set  of  financial  policy 
Bills  passed,  it  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the 
Oovemment  that  the  financial  Bills  had  not 
been  passed  long  ago.  It  could  not  be  said 
that  they  had  had  opposed  to  them  an  obstruc- 
tive band  of  men  upon  the  Opposition  beuches, 
and  it  could  not  be  denied  also  that  there  had 
been  a  majority  of  the  most  submissive  natnra 
following  the  Premier.  They  had  seen  one  or 
two  young  members  plunge  a  little  bit  in  har- 
ness, but  in  less  than  no  time  they  were  brought 
back  into  subjection,  and  there  never  was  so 
submissive  a  majority  as  that  which  had  fol- 
lowed the  honourable  gentleman  during  the 
present  session.  Why,  then,  was  not  this  finan- 
cial policy  brought  down  earlier  in  the  session  ? 
They  had  it  alluded  to  in  the  Oovemor's  Speech, 
and  subsequently  in  the  Financial  Statement : 
were  they  right  then  in  assuming  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  even  shaped  their  financial 
policy  when  the  House  met?  He  was  afraid 
that  was  the  only  conclusion  they  could  come 
to.  They  could  arrive  at  no  other  concInsioB 
than  that  during  the  recess  Ministers  were  sky- 
larking all  over  the  colony,  without  devoting 
any  time  or  attention  to  formulating  the  policy 
they  intended  to  introduce  when  Parliament 
assembled.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Premier,  even  from  his  own  showing,  bad  been 
most  neglectful.  When  he  said  "  the  Pre- 
mier "  he  spoke  of  him  as  the  moving  spirit  in 
Cabinet.  He  told  them  just  now  there  was  the 
fact  of  the  Coolgardie  diggings  enticing  away 
so  many  of  onr  people ;  that  never  hoi  work 
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been  so  se&rce ;  that  never  was  the  price  of 
gnm  ao  low,  and  therefore  so  many  persona 
thrown  oat  of  employment.  But  notwithstand- 
ing— notwithstanding  that  Goolgardie  was  at- 
tracting the  sniplus  laboar,  notwithstanding 
the  low  price  of  meat,  of  wool,  of  grain,  and  the 
abaormally  low  price  of  gam,  notwithstanding 
that  he  was  going  to  spend  more  money  on 
poblic  works  this  year  than  had  been  spent  for 
Teats  past — by  his  own  showing,  the  Premier 
was  allowing  great  numbers  of  people  to  go  away 
from  this  colony  because  he  was  too  supine — he 
eoold  not  speak  of  him  as  lazy,  for  there  was 
no  lasiness  about  the  honoarable  gentleman 
— bnt  becanse  he  was  too  careless  to  get  the 
money  to  employ  them.  He  admitted  that  he 
was  asking  Parlument  for  a  larger  expenditure 
than  had  been  going  on  for  years,  but  in  spite 
of  all  this,  he  had  neglected  his  opportunity, 
and  had  idlowed  people  to  drift  away  because 
ha  was  not  prepared  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  keep  them  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEBDON.— The  expenditure  during  the 
last  three  months  has  been  doable  what  it  was 
fotmerly. 

Captain  BUSSELIi  said,  if  that  was  so, 
then  it  was  nnanthorised  expenditure,  and  this, 
too,  witbont  haTing  bronght  down  the.  Public 
Works  Statement,  by  which  that  expenditure 
eonid  bejostifled. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  money  has  been  spent 
oat  of  appropriations. 

Oi^taut  BUSSELL  said  that,  seeing  the 
appropriations  must  haye  lapsed  on  the  Slst 
of  Much  last,  ail  the  expenditure  since  that 
time  bad  been  going  on  without  appropriation 
of  anylcind  whatsoever.  He  was  sometimes 
amosed  by  the  Premier ;  and  they  heard  so 
many  similes  about  him.  They  were  told 
that  sometimes  he  trampled  on  bis  followers 
with  hobnailed  boots,  and  then  they  heard 
aboat  the  "  sweet  will "  of  the  honourable 
gentleman — a  delicious  combination  of  hob- 
nailed boots  and  sweet  will.  He  was  pleased 
to  hear  the  Premier  tell  them  that  he  was  not 
going  to  allow  any  person,  at  the  country's  ex- 
pense, to  go  to  England  and  float  companies  of 
any  nature. whatever.  It  would  have  been  a 
great  mistakn,  because,  as  had  been  pointed 
oat  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Eamshaw),  the  promoters  of  beet- 
root-sugar factories  or  of  any  other  kind  of 
indnstiy  whatever  would  have  just  as  much 
ri^t  to  be  sent  Home  at  the  oountiy's  expense 
aa  the  jHomoters  of  the  ironsand  industry; 
and,  so  &r  OS  one  conld  judge,  the  promoters 
of  snch  other  companies  would  probably  he 
mnch  more  soocessfnl  than  the  promoters  of 
any  ironsand  eompcuay.  He  was  able  to  recall 
the  year  1856;  and  in  that  year,  before  he  came 
to  New  Zealand,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
tools  that  had  been  manufactured  from  Tara- 
naki  ironsand,  and  he  was  then  assured  there 
woold  be  a  complete  revolution  in  the  iron  in- 
dnatiy  consequent  npon  the  Taranaki  ironsand 
being  manometnred  in  large  quantities.  That 
WM  nearly  forty  years  ago ;  and  still  the  Tara- 
naki iroiuand  was  in  the  same  position:  the 
indnsfary  had  not  been  developed.    In  truth, 


whether  the  sending  Home  of  Mr.  Smith  would 
enormously  develop  the  industry  was  an  open 
question;  they  could  not  assume  it  as  abso- 
lutely certain ;  he  did  not  think  it  was.  Bnt, 
as  a  great  matter  of  principle,  the  Premier  was 
right  in  refusing  to  admit  that  it  was  the  daty 
of  the  Government  to  give  premiumd  from  the 
funds  of  this  colony  to  enable  private  persons 
to  proceed  to  England  to  assist  the  floating  of 
companies.  Surely  everybody  must  admit  that 
a  subject  which  had  been  so  long  before  the 
public  of  New  Zealand,  and  upon  which  so 
much  money  had  been  expended  on  experi- 
ments, was  not  likely  to  prove  a  success  in 
the  commercial  world,  or  private  enterprise 
would  have  proved  this  long  ago.  Whatever 
industry  was  likely  to  prove  successful  never 
lacked  capital.  They  had  had  experiments  in 
gold,  silver,  copper,  even  tin,  and  now,  with 
regard  to  ironsand,  they  were  told  that  unless 
Mr.  Smith  went  Home  it  was  impossible  to  get 
the  iron  industry  started.  Unfortunately,  ex- 
perience went  to  show  that  on  the  coast  of 
Sweden  there  were  any  quantities  of  ironsand 
similar  in  character  and  quality  to  that  of 
Tai»naki. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Chemically  it  is  quite 
different. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  that,  although  the 
ironsand  of  Sweden  was  in  close  proximity  to 
the  large  markets  of  the  world,  yet  they  were 
unable  to  successfully  utilise  it.  If  that  were 
the  case,  and  considering  all  the  difficulties 
about  coal,  although  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  said  there  were  447  square 
miles  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Ply- 
mouth, unfortunately  it  was  not  in  juxtaposi- 
tion with  the  ironsand. 
Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Close  to  it. 
Captain  BUSSELL  was  quite  right  in  saying 
it  was  not  in  juxtaposition.  It  was  recognised, 
in  the  smelting  of  iron,  that  unless  they  had 
coal,  lime,  and  iron  in  juxtaposition  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  on  the  smelting  industry 
successfully.  He  understood  the  Minister  of 
Labour  wanted  to  say  a  few  words  before  the 
dinner  adjournment,  and  he  would  therefore 
sit  down  in  order  to  allow  the  honoarable 
gentleman  that  opportunity. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  wanted  to  address  a 
few  words  to  the  House  in  general,  and  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  in  parti- 
cular. The  honourable,  gentleman  bad  again 
favoured  the  House  with  the  bitter  cry  of  the 
poor  Wairarapa  landowners.  As  far  as  one 
could  judge,  the  larger  landowners  in  that  un- 
fortunate district  must  be  the  worst-treated, 
the  most  heavily  burdened  men  in  all  New  Zea- 
land. That  was  what  one  would  gather  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  wailinga  and  com- 
plainings on  their  behalf,  and  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  periodically  OEone  to  that 
House  to  cry  and  wring  his  hands  on  their 
behalf  because  they  actually  had  to  find  a  meal 
for  a  certain  number  of  unfortunate  men  who 
had  to  walk  about  the  country  to  look  for  work. 
These  poor  men,  with  their  thirty,  forU,  fifty, 
and  sixty  thousand  acres  of  land,  aotutJly  bad 
to  find  a  meal  uid  a  shakedown  for  the  on- 
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fortunate  swagger  who  walked  about  from  one 
station  to  another  to  look  for  work  in  winter- 
time. This  was  another  of  the  tales  of  woe 
and  hardship  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
periodically  brought  before  the  House.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  say  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  bs  ashamed  of  himself,  because  that 
would  he  unparliamentary ;  but  if  he  were 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  represented  the 
land-monopolists  of  the  Wairarapa,  he  thought 
he  should  be  ashamed  of  himself  to  come  there 
and  tell  such  pitiful  and  periodical  tales  of 
woe,  and  to  appeal  for  mercy  on  behalf  of  these 
great  landowners,  as  he  did  once  or  twice  every 
session.  If  those  gentlemen  objected  to  the 
"  swagger  "  nuisance  there  was  open  to  them  a 
very  easy  way  of  dealing  with  it,  and  that  was 
to  break  up  those  big  estates  o(  theirs  and 
allow  the  people  to  settle  on  the  land.  They 
did  not  hear  of  this  "swagger"  nuisance,  and 
complaints  about  them,  in  districts  which  were 
closely  settled,  but  they  did  bear  of  it  from 
those  districts  where  the  land  was  monopolized, 
where  it  was  mopped  up  by  huge  estates, 
where  humanity  was  divorced  from  the  soil, 
and  where  they  got  their  labour  by  means  of 
keeping  the  "  swagger "  system  on  foot  year 
after  year.  What  was  the  "  swagger  "  system 
but  the  offspring  of  the  land- monopoly  ?  If 
the  honoureJble  gentleman  wanted  to  cure  the 
one  he  had  better  cure  the  other.  After  his 
pitiful  appeal  the  honourable  gentleman  then 
launched  into  an  attack  upon  himself  (Mr. 
Beeves),  charging  him  with  carting  his  con- 
stituents wholesale  up  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's district  at  the  public  expense,  and  turn- 
ing them  loose  to  wander  about  on  the  roads. 
Now,  none  of  his  constituents  had  ever  been 
oarted  up  to  that  district  at  all.  None  of 
them  'haA  ever  been  put  on  public  works 
there ;  none  of  them,  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe,  were  to  be  found  wandering  about  on 
the  roads.  A  few,  and  a  very  few,  of  his  con- 
stituents during  this  year  had  been  sent  to 
public  works,  but  not  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's district,  but  in  the  district  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton.  If  his  honourable 
friend,  who  took  up  an  enormous  and  improper 
share  of  the  time  of  that  House,  would  only  be 
quiet  when  in  his  seat  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  would 
be  able  to  get  on  faster.  A  few  of  his  cou- 
stituents  were  sent  up  to,  and  put  upon  works 
in,  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton's 
district ;  and  why  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Wairarapa  should  come  to  the 
House  and  relate  the  woes  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  passed  comprehension. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  was  very 
well  able  to  take  care  of  his  own  district,  and 
did  not  require  the  advocacy  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa.  Now,  how  many  of 
his  (Mr.  Beevea's)  constituents  had  been  carted 
up  to  the  district  represented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton  ?  During  this  last 
quarter  actually  twenty  men  were  sent  up  there 
to  be  put  on  railway-  and  road-work.  That  was 
the  cry  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
lapa.  But  he  would  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  they  were  not  carted  up  there  at 
Mr.  Ret/eei 


the  public  expenne.  Taking  them  ap  there  did 
not  cost  the  public  sixpence.  They  paid  for  it 
themselves. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  no  business  to  contradict  him,  and  to 
make  statements  that  were  perfectly  contrary 
to  fact  on  subjects  about  which  he  (Mr.  Beeves) 
must  know  a  great  deal  more  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  would  not  give  way  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  must  take  his 
gruel  quietly.  He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  most 
Scotchmen  knew  how  to  suffer  in  silence.  The 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  seem  able  to 
take  his  gruel  in  silence.  He  was  very  noisy 
when  getting  the  whip,  but  he  would  not  get 
less  of  it  on  that  account.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  likened  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  to  Serjeant  Buzfuz.  Had 
the  honourable  gentleman  any  idea  of  who 
Serjeant  Buzfuz  was  ?  He  had  better  look  up 
"  Pickwick,"  and  he  would  see  the  absurdity 
of  drawing  any  parallel  between  that  great  legu 
luminary  and  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  was  not  an  Old  Bailey  lawyer  by 
profession,  and  was  not  like  Serjeant  Biizfnz 
in  personal  resemblance.  He  was  about  as 
much  like  Serjeant  Buzfuz  as  he  was  like  Mrs. 
Bardell.  Again,  the  member  for  Wairarapa 
complained  that  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  did  nothing 
to  help  the  working-men.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  so  carried  away  by  the  exuber- 
ance of  his  own  verbosity  that  he  ten  minutes 
afterwards  contradicted  himself  by  saying  that 
he  (Mr.  Beeves)  had  every  desire  of  doing  every- 
thing for  the  working-man,  which  was  quite 
the  reverse  of  what  he  said  previously.  Then, 
as  to  the  charge  that  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  bad 
answered  the  honourable  gentlemen  discour- 
teously. He  gave  a  very  plain  and  courteous 
answer.  Had  the  honourable  gentleman  any 
idea  of  what  courtesy  was?  Why  did  he  not 
show  some  courtesy  when  talking  about  him 
(Mr.  Beeves)?  The  honourable  gentleman 
should  try  to  practise  courtesy  instead  of 
preaching  it.  It  would  be  a  complete  change 
in  his  whole  demeanour.  As  to  the  attack 
on  the  Labour  Agent,  well,  who  was  likely  to 
know  more  about  the  state  of  labour  in  Wai- 
rarapa,— the  Labour  Agent,  who  had  been  living 
there  for  three  months,  or  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  been  in  Wellington  con- 
suming more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  public 
time  during  the  last  three  months,  and  de- 
laying the  progress  of  business  by  his  eternal, 
wearisome,  and  inconsequent  harangues  about 
all  things?  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  devote  himself  to  business, — if  he  would 
try  to  master  facts,  instead  of  speaking  so 
often,  and  delaying  the  business  of  the  coontry, 
— he  would  know  more  than  he  did  about  the 
state  of  labour  in  Wairarapa,  and  would  do 
less  to  stop  the  Government  from  carrying  oat 
remedial  measures  which  were  calculate  to 
benefit  the  working-men  and  stop  that  evil  of 
want  of  employment  which  he  talked  abont, 
and  which  he  and  his  friends  had  caused  fos 
years  past  by  monopolizing  the  soil  of  the  oonn- 
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by.    If  the  hononrable  gentleman  did  this  he 
would  do  a  gzeat  deal  more  good  than  by  trying 
to  make  capital  against  the  Qovemment. 
Motion  for  adjoamment  negatived. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

7  30  ^  ^^  question,  That  this  Bill  be 
■    read  a  third  time, 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,— I  do  not  intend  to  take 
ap  the  time  of  the  House  more  than  two  or 
three  minutes  in  speaking  on  this  Bill.  I  speak 
at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  because  there  are 
-certain  things,  which  have  come  out  in  the 
discussion  in  Committee,  which  really  did  not 
come  out  on  the  second  reading ;  and  I  wish  to 
l^ve  my  reasons  why  I  opposed  this  BiU,  and 
shall  do  so  in  two  or  three  minutes,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  have  a  long  debate.  This  is  the  be- 
ginning of  what  may  be  termed  a  new  system 
ID  New  Zealand.  It  is,  that  we  may  raise 
money  locally  instead  of  doing  as  we  have 
hitherto  done — namely,  going  on  the  London 
market  for  loans.  The  interest  fixed  in  the 
Bill  is  not  to  exceed  i  per  cent.,  and  the  term 
may  be  np  to  forty  years.  I  do  not  think  we 
need  this  Bill  at  all.  So  far  as  small  investors 
are  concerned,  they  have  ample  facilities  in 
our  savings-bajoks ;  for  our  larger  investors  we 
have  our  ordinary  bank-deposit  system ;  and 
the  system  proposed  in  this  Bill  must  conflict 
with  one  or  other  of  oar  existing  systems :  thai 
is,  you  may  help  to  deplete  the  savings-banks 
of  some  of  the  deposits,  though  I  do  not  think 
yon  will  do  so ;  or,  under  the  system  on  which 
people  deposit  money  at  from  4  to  5  per  cent. 
m  the  ordinary  banks,  you  may  encourage 
them  to  invest  in  New  Zealand  Consols.  I  do 
not  think  that  if  that  takes  place  it  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  colony.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  that  we  have  not  sufficient  funds  avail- 
able for  ordinary  commercial  enterprises,  and 
that  if  the  Government  should  take  these 
moneys  instead  of  getting  our  loan-money 
from  liondon  it  will  tend  to  cripple,  to  some 
extent,  our  commercial  enterprises.  That  is 
-one  of  the  reasons  why  I  am  opposed  to  this 
Bill.  Some  have  said  that  it  is  not  a  loan.  It 
is  a  loan  from  ourselves,  and  is  carrying  out, 
no  doubt,  the  policy  shadowed  forth  in  the 
Pinancial  Statement  of  1891.  I  am  not  going 
to  read  that,  but  if  honourable  members  choose 
to  refer  to  it  they  will  see  that  the  then  Trea- 
sarer  hinted  that,  instead  of  our  going  to  the 
London  market  to  obtain  money  for  our  public 
works,  we  ought  obtain  all  that  we  required 
locally;  and  this  is  the  means  by  which  that 
is  to  be  done.  It  is  true,  so  far  as  the  money 
i»  concerned,  that  it  can  only  be  applied  to 
Oovemment  securities  approved  of  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  Of  course,  the  moneys 
received  as  Consols  may  be  applied  in  the 
pnrchase  of  our  debentures — that  is,  deben- 
tures under  our  Native  Land  Acquisition  Act, 
onr  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  our  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies'  Act,  and  onr  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act— if  that  Bill  should  pass.  There- 
foore  all  the  money  we  get  will  practi- 
«aUy  be  invested  in  Government  debentures. 
It  wffl  be  the  means  of  furnishing  the  Go- 


vernment with  loan-money  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  public  works  and  for  the  purchase 
of  European  and  Native  lands.  Therefore, 
whatever  it  may  be  called,  it  is  practically  a 
Bill  to  obtain  loan-money.  One  of  the  things 
I  strongly  object  to,  even  from  a  colonial  or 
State  point  of  view,  is  the  long  term  that  may 
be  given  to  those  Consols.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
commercially  sound.  I  referred  to  this  point 
in  Committee,  and  I  now  wish  to  put  it  on 
record  that  the  best  financiers  recommend 
now  that  loans  should  be  for  short  terms.  I 
know  that  there  are  some  who  have  advocated 
that  loans  raised  by  the  State  should  not  be 
redeemable — that  they  should  be  irredeemable 
bonds ;  but  the  vast  majority  of  fineincial  ex- 
perts recognise  that,  with  the  continual  fall  in 
interest  which  has  gone  on  during  this  cen- 
tury, it  is  entirely  inadvisable  to  make  loans 
for  long  periods.  If  you  make  them  for  loug 
periods,  and  interest  falls,  you  come  to  pay 
higher  rates  than  you  otherwise  would  pay. 
Honourable  members  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  look  at  the  rise  and  fall  in  English  Con- 
sols— to  see  what  took  place  a  hundred  years 
ago.  In  the  case  of  our  Consols  we  were 
paying  up  to  6  per  cent.,  and  sometimes  7  per 
cent.,  for  our  money;  5  and  6  per  cent,  was  the 
ordinary  rate.  Now  our  Consols  are  issued  at 
2}  per  cent.,  and  in  1903  they  will  only  be  2} 
per  cent.  And  we  must  expect,  considering  the 
enormous  sums  of  money  for  investment  in  the 
Home-country,  that  interest  will  not  tend  to 
rise ;  it  will,  if  anything,  tend  to  fall.  It  is 
entirely  inadvisable  to  have  our  loans  for  loug 
periods;  I  think  we  should  have  limited  the 
term  to,  say,  fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, the  Committee  la..st  evening  were 
not  able  to  agree  to  any  amendment  being 
made  in  the  Bill  unless  the  Government  con- 
sented, and  therefore  it  allowed  the  term  of 
forty  years  to  remain  in  the  Bill.  It  is  quite 
true  the  Treasurer  has  said  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  issue  bonds  for  that  loug  term,  and 
may  issue  for  a  much  shorter  term;  but  we 
ought  not  to  give  such  a  power  to  any  Colonial 
Treasurer.  It  may  be  that  a  Treasurer  may 
be  in  financial  straits,  and  may  give  a  loan 
for  a  long  period ;  and,  if  he  does  so,  he  can 
say  that  he  has  got  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  a  Committee  of  this  House 
declined  to  shorten  the  period  mentioned  in 
the  Bill.  I  think  this  is  a  mistake,  and  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  it  has  been  agreed  to.  As  to 
the  other  points  in  the  BiU,  as  the  Treasurer 
is  not  very  well,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss 
them  to-night.  I  only  again  express  my 
regret  that  this  Bill  should  have  been  intro- 
duced. I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary.  It  will 
not  help  our  financial  position  one  bit.  It  will 
only  tend,  I  believe,  to  injure  our  banks  ;  and, 
by  injuring  our  banks,  it  will  not  enable  them 
to  give  the  commercial  people,  or  the  manu- 
facturing people,  the  SMSCommodation  they 
should  get.  It  is  bad  finance  for  an^  State  to 
attempt  to  get  hold  of  all  the  capital  of  the 
State  to  use  for  State  purposes.  Wherever  that 
is  done  the  whole  State  suffers.  I  might  have 
cited  financial  authorities  upon  this  subject, 
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bnt  I  referred  to  them  in  Committee  last  night, 
and  I  shall  now  simply,  on  the  third  reading, 
enter  my  protest  against  the  psbssing  ot  this 
Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  a  long  speech,  but  I  wish  to  refer  to 
some  things  which  I  consider  very  noticeable  in 
this  Bill.  One  is  that  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
this  borrowing  was  to  offer  an  investment  for 
savings  in  New  Zealand,  whereas  it  came  out 
in  Oommittee  that  there  was  nothing  at  all  to 
prevent  English  investors  from  taking  up  the 
lull  amount.  I  think  the  Treasurer,  before  the 
Bill  finally  becomes  law,  should  draw  up  and 
insert  some  clause  to  prevent  that.  The  actual 
position  is  that  our  l-per-cents  are  at  pre- 
sent at  109^,  and  are  largely  taken  up  by 
insurance  companies  and  other  large  money- 
investing  companies.  If  any  of  these  institu- 
tions choose  through  their  agents  to  buy  our 
bonds  they  will  get  our  4-per-oents  at  100, 
instead  of  paying  109).  These  bonds  are  for 
forty  years,  whereas  our  inscribed  stock  is 
for  a  shorter  period ;  therefore  it  is  a  better 
investment  for  any  company  to  invest  here 
than  to  take  up  any  of  our  bonds  in  Englahd. 
This  will  to  a  great  extent  defeat  the  object 
of  this  Bill,  and  it  might  have  the  effect  that 
instead  of  borrowing  money  at  8}  per  cent,  we 
shall  be  borrowing  it  at  4  per  cent.  I  think  the 
Treasurer  should  devise  some  means  to  prevent 
speculations  of  this  kind  being  carried  on,  be- 
cause it  would  be  an  exceedingly  unwise  way 
of  borrowing  money  for  any  purpose.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  one  exceedingly  vicious  aspect 
of  the  Bill  has  been  altered,  inasmuch  as  it 
said,  if  any  money  was  invested  in  this  manner, 
that  it  should  be  paid  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  colony.  I  am  happy  to  see 
that  taken  out.  I  want  to  say,  further,  that 
if  any  loan  is  raised  in  the  colony  there 
should  be  a  clause  in  the  Bill  appropriating 
it  to  some  specific  purpose.  There  is  in  this 
Bill  no  direction  how  it  is  to  be  used,  or  what 
for,  and,  though  the  Treasurer,  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  states  that  it  is  for  one  purpose,  he 
said  in  Committee  that  it  might  be  used  for 
another  purpose.  Every  other  loan  that  has 
been  raised  in  the  colony  for  many  years  has 
been  for  some  specific  purpose.  I  would  also 
point  out  that  we  have  already  borrowed  this 
session  a  large  amount,  and  it  is  a  great  pity 
that  the  Treasurer  should  insist  on  borrowing 
further  in  this  direction.  He  seems  to  think 
the  colony  is  to  be  mode  prosperous  in  this  way, 
but  I  for  one  cannot  see  it.  Then,  I  think 
the  House  should  take  notice  of  one  remark- 
able fact,  which  shows  how  rapidly  the  evil  of 
borrowing  goes  on.  We  originallT  began  by 
guaranteeing  one  or  two  small  t^ngs,  such 
as  the  Westport  Harbour  and  Greymouth  Har- 
bour loans,  but  we  have  gone  on  from  bad  to 
worse,  until  lost  year  we  guaranteed  all  the 
notes  of  all  the  banks  in  New  Zealand,  prao- 
tioally  guaranteeing  a  million  for  outsiders; 
«nd  this  year  we  have  guaranteed  two  mil- 
lions for  a  bank,  and  it  is  on  the  cards  that 
-we  are  going  to  borrow  still  further  for  that 
institution.  The  colony  has  pledged  ita  credit 
Sir  B.  Stout 


for  three  millions  for  the  banks.  I  do  not 
object  to  some  of  the  guarantees,  but  I  do 
thmk  the  House  should  be  vary  careful  before 
it  goes  very  much  further  in  guaranteeing. 
The  time  will  oome  when  the  colony  will  m 
called  upon  to  meet  the  interest  on  some  of 
these  guarantees.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  another  question,  and  that  is  this: 
If  we  borrow  all  this  money,  and  it  is  not  speci- 
fically allotted  to  works,  and  is  frittered  away 
in  unproductive  works,  how  is  he  going  to 
manage  without  further  taxation  7  This  loan 
means  additional  taxation,  and,  unless  it  ii 
put  into  reproductive  works,  such  as  railways 
carried  to  a  paying-point,  it  cannot  be  made  to 
pay.  If  the  Treasurer  had  come  down  with 
any  definite  scheme  this  Bill  would  not  ba 
nearly  so  bad  as  it  is ;  but  I  should  be  glad  if 
the  Treasurer  would,  in  his  reply,  tell  us  whac 
the  money  is  to  be  used  for.  I  am  aware  that 
any  hostile  criticism  is  practically  useless.  I 
should  further  like  to  say  that  the  clause  which 
the  Treasurer  says  is  tying  up  the  power  of  the 
Treasurer,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  do  that  at 
all.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  I  can  see 
no  great  advantage  from  the  Bill,  but  on  the 
contrary  disaster.  If  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man IS  going  to  get  all  the  money  he  can  out  of 
the  colony,  and  not  spend  it  in  profitable  works, 
it  simply  means  fresh  taxation,  and  a  large 
amount  of  public  money  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation and  put  into  the  coffers  of  the  State. 

Mr.  BUDDO.— I  shall  only  detain  the  Hooae 
a  few  minutes  while  I  record  my  objectionB  to 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  for  us  to 
withdraw  at  present  money  from  the  channela 
of  our  trades,  and  I  think  this  Bill  is  not  so 
much  devised  with  a  view  to  encourage  thrift 
in  the  colony  as  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
Old  Country  of  investing  the  funds  of  those 
wealthy  institutions  which  are  receiving  large 
profits  from  foreign  countries  and  the  colo- 
nies. The  circumstances  of  the  Mother-coun- 
try and  of  this  country  are  entirely  dissimilar. 
They  have  a  very  large  income  from  outside 
sources,  and  there  is  a  mutual  advantage 
in  their  Consol  system.  It  is  a  very  good 
investment  for  the  public,  and  it  is  alsio  & 
good  policy  for  the  Treasui7  to  keep  their 
national  debt  going  from  this  source;  vriiile 
in  New  Zealand  eveiy  penny  of  revenue  ia 
required  for  running  the  State  and  finding  the 
cash  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  capital  we 
have  borrowed  from  the  Mother- country.  The 
first  proposal  that  strikes  me  is  that  in  clans» 
3,  to  borrow  £1,000,000.  I  consider  at  present 
the  raising  of  Consols  in  this  colony  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  would  be  a  mistake. 
The  state  of  trade  in  the  colony  cannot  afford 
it,  and  if  you  give  a  limit  of  one  million  it  will 
be  entirely  disastrous  to  trade,  which  is  now 
suffering  from  a  lack  of  capital.  The  traders- 
and  farmers  of  this  country  find  very  great  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  overdrafts  at  the  banks  and 
equal  difficulty  in  meeting  their  mortgages, 
while  every  facility  is  already  given  for  tiie 
encouragement  of  thrift  in  the  colony  by  invest- 
ing in  the  Post-Offioe  Savings-Bazik,  as  well 
•a  by  pntate  flBanotal  institutions.     I  have 
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W>  el^cotion  to  the  State  hariBg  every  oppor- 
tasitf  to  aoquiie  funds  in  t«mx>oruy  diffionl- 
Ues,  bat  laraly  it  might  do  lo  on  diSerest  hnes. 
Weftk  finance  <m  the  petrt  of  any  OoTemment 
is  a  mistake.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  take 
•ate  that  we  do  not  wecJcen  the  finance  of 
A*  tcadeis  and  others  in  the  eolouy  who  are 
diiTing  a  legitimate  trade  for  the  good  of  the 
•oont^.  We  must  not  forget  that  a  com- 
paratively  large  amoont  of  revenue  is  derived 
tram  small  traders  and  farmers  throughout  the 
colony,  and  the  working-people  depending  upon 
them  ;  and  I  consider  a  system  of  Consols  will 
•ripple  them  in  every  way.  I  see  no  reason 
why  nearly  the  whole  of  this  money  that  has 
been  voted  this  session  for  various  purposes 
•onid  not  be  raised  in  the  London  market. 
Tbait  is  the  place  to  go  to  for  loons,  especially 
when  oar  trading  finance  is  not  strong.  There 
it  not  the  slightest  doubt  we  should  serve 
tt«  interests  of  the  country  by  doing  so,  and 
•t  the  same  time  allow  our  local  finance 
to  adjust  itself.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
Airing  the  past  year  the  bank  overdrafts  to 
mall  trading  finns  have  been  decreased  by 
one-half.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  many  cases 
we  have  very  largely  reduced  trade  by  this.  So 
long  as  money  is  plentiful  the  trader  is  en- 
eooraged  to  go  on,  bat  the  moment  the  bank 
tells  him  he  must  draw  in  he  is  liable  to  re- 
strict his  business.  We  must  allow  that  money 
is  not  plentiful  at  present,  and  we  shall  find 
this  system  of  investing  the  private  funds  of 
tlie  oolonists  in  Consols  necessarily  restricts  our 
trade.  I  believe  the  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  day,  if  they  see  that  our  trade  suffers 
ftom  this  system,  will  be  to  at  once  raise 
money  in  some  other  way  if  it  is  required,  and, 
if  not,  at  any  rate  to  allow  the  Consols  scheme 
to  Itave  a  rest.  The  State  has  a  duty  to  per- 
form, and  the  first  duty  is  to  the  taxpayer  in 
matters  of  finance  and  to  protect  the  traders, 
and  throngh  them  the  colony  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  BUTTON.  — I  merely  wish  to  put  on 
record  that  in  all  its  stages  I  have  opposed  this 
Bill,  which  is  one  of  the  financial  policy  Bills 
of  the  Government.  I  hold  the  opinion  that  it 
is  calculated  to  produce  very  mischievous  ccn- 
ssquenees;  and,  without  any  further  remark, 
or  any  other  wish  than  to  record  my  protest 
against  the  Bill,  I  content  myself  with  voting 
against  the  third  reading. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  members  of  the 
Goretmnent  have  never  been  in  the  nnfor- 
tnnate  position  in  which  we  are  placed  now, 
neither  can  they  realise  the  difiScnlty  under 
which  we  all  labonr  in  getting  up  to  make  a 
inotest  against  that  in  the  wisdom  of  which 
we  certainly  disbelieve.  We  are  under  this  dis- 
advantage :  that  we  know  it  we  are  capable  of 
•dTaneiag  any  argament  worth  listening  to 
it  will  not  be  attended  to;  that  members' 
minds  are  made  up  for  them,  and  it  is  useless 
to  put  forward  any  argument,  however  con- 
vincing it  may  be.  This,  however,  will  not 
deter  me  from  entering  once  again  what  I 
leeogaise  to  be  a  fntile  protest  against  what  is 
vfrtnally  admitted  by  the  House  to  be  a  very 
improper   and    injuoieioas    measure.     Three 


special  reasons  may  be  brought  against  the 
Bill :  first,  that  it  is  a  borrowing  Bill  intro- 
duced by  a  Government  which  professes  to  be 
a  self-reliant,  non-borrowing  Government ;  the 
second  reason  is  that  this  borrowing  Bill  is 
a  Bill  borrowing  at  the  most  expensive  rate 
it  is  possible  to  raise  money  at;  and  third, 
this  expensive  borrowing  Bill  is  in  itself  a  sham. 
What  has  come  of  all  the  promises  that  we 
were  to  be  self-reliant  ?  They  have  gone.  Why 
are  we  compelled  now  under  this  Bill  to  borrow 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  colony  can  obtain 
money  for  in  the  Old  Country  ?  And  in  the 
third  place,  why  is  the  country — and,  I  am 
afraid,  the  House — led  to  suppose  that  the 
money  will  be  raised  in  New  Zealand  itself? 
Everybody  must  know,  if  he  takes  the  trouble 
to  think,  that  a  Bill  cannot  by  any  human 
ingenuity  be  devised  under  which  it  is  possible 
to  provide  against  the  money-lender  in  Eng- 
land taking  advantage  of  the  high  rate  of 
interest  offering  nnder  the  so-called  New  Zea- 
land Consols  Bill.  I  have  heard  of  a  case  in 
point.  Some  time  ago  Queensland  and  Victoria 
set  themselves  to  have  local  loans  at  a  con- 
siderably higher  rate  of  interest  than  ordinary 
loans  raised  in  the  Mother-country.  What  was 
the  result  ?  There  is  an  instance  of  a  Scotch 
financial  company  doing  a  large  business  in 
Australia  which  took  advantage  of  the  high 
rate  of  interest  offered  by  the  Queensland  and 
Victorian  Governments,  and  that  institution, 
instead  of  subscribing  as  it  would  have  done 
for  a  share  of  a  loan  to  be  raised  by  those 
colonies  in  the  Mother-country,  at  a  compara- 
tively low  rate  of  interest,  tendered  for  and  got 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  at  a  higher  rate  in 

Q  Q  the  colony  on  the  so-called  local  loan. 
'  '  The  manager  of  the  institution  him- 
self admitted  that  it  was  practically  a  free  gift 
of  nearly  1  per  cent,  to  that  institution,  as 
they  had  funds  that  they  were  bound  to  invest 
in  colonial  securities,  and  would  have  so  in- 
vested them  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  had 
not  the  higher  rate  of  interest  been  practically 
forced  upon  them  by  these  local  loans  in  Vio- 
toria  and  Queensland.  So  there  can  be  no 
donbt  it  will  be  in  this  instance  aJso.  Persons 
in  England  with  money  to  invest  cannot  be 
prevented  from  investing  in  securities  belong- 
ing to  New  Zealand  unless  they  are,  as  I  be- 
lieve they  soon  will  be,  afraid  of  onr  being 
nnable  to  pay  onr  interest. 

An  Hon.  Msmbkb. — Oh  I 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Why  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  "  Oh  "  ?  Nero  fiddled  while 
Rome  was  burning,  and  I  believe  there  are 
several  honourable  members  in  this  House  who 
would  fiddle  whatever  happened  to  New  Zea- 
land ;  but  that  is  not  going  to  deter  me  from 
saying  that  I  believe  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  New  Zealand  securities  will)  be 
depressed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
now  on  those  benches,  That  will  be  the  in- 
evitable result  of  the  plunging  the  Government 
is  forcing  on  the  colony.  It  cannot  but  have 
a  depressing  effect  on  our  securities.  This  Con- 
sols Bill  has  another  disadvantage,  (that  of 
allowing  the  Minister  of  the  day — endeavour  to 
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oontrovert  my  argument  who  may— of  allowing 
the  Government  of  the  day  to  practically  invest 
a  million  of  money  in  any  way  tbey  choose 
whatsoever ;  and  this  House,  in  a  manner  I 
believe  unprecedented  in  any  Parliament  of 
any  Kngli^  -  speaking  people,  has  allowed  a 
Government  which  has  proved  itself  false  to  all 
the  promises  it  made  on  the  hustings — false 
to  everything  the  people  were  led  to  believe 
of  it — to  borrow  money  in  a  reckless  manner, 
without  the  slightest  control  over  its  expendi- 
ture on  the  part  of  the  representatives.  Sir,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  put  this  opinion  on  record. 

Mr.  EAENSHAW.— There  is  one  thing  that 
strikes  me  as  very  singular,  and  that  is,  that 
not  one  of  the  Government  party  has  seen  fit  to 
get  up  and  put  on  record  his  opinion  whether 
this  Bill  should  pass.  An  honourable  member 
says  they  do  not  wish  to  waste  time,  and  "  Hear, 
hear,"  says  the  Premier.  I  noticed  this  morn- 
ing the  Premier  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time, 
for  he  wasted  two  or  three  hours  when  honour- 
able members  might  as  well  have  been  in  their 
beds.  Sir,  I  think,  notwithstanding  what  the 
leader  of  th  e  Opposition  has  said — that  it  is  hard 
to  speak  in  a  House  that  has,  by  overwhelm- 
ing numbers,  determined  upon  giving  support 
thick  and  thin  to  the  Government  in  this  mea- 
sure— it  is  still  the  duty  of  every  honourable 
member  who  opposes  the  measure  not  only  to 
give  his  vote  against  it,  but  also  to  state  the 
reasons  why  he  gives  that  vote.  Though  this 
House  has  only  just  come  from  the  people,  the 
fact  remains  that  the  people  have  not  in  any 
way  indorsed  this  policy ;  and.  Sir,  at  every 
possible  point  in  Committee  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer determined  that  he  would  have  no  amend- 
ment, uo  matter  how  reasonable  it  might  be, 
though  he  said  from  time  to  time  that  he 
had  no  wish  at  all  to  do  that  which  the  Bill 
will  permit  him  to  do.  Yet  even  on  this 
point  he  determined  he  would  have  no  amend- 
ment whatever,  cither  of  a  legal  character  or 
to  restrain  any  Colonial  Treasurer  from  doing 
that  which  he  himself  said  he  did  not  want 
to  do.  He  called  upon  his  majority  to  ram  the 
Bill  through  the  House  without  any  amend- 
ment whatever.  Now,  Sir,  the  main  point  in 
which  the  Committee  tried  to  amend  the  Bill 
was  that  one  million  was  more  than  was  re- 
quired. According  to  the  Treasurer's  own 
statement  he  only  meant  to  raise  half  a 
million,  either  within  the  current  financial 
year  or  within  a  year.  Now,  if  it  was  so,  there 
was  no  necessity  to  pass  a  million,  because  this 
House  will  be  in  session  in  plenty  of  time 
next  year  to  pass  half  a  million,  or  whatever 
amount  the  House  in  its  wisdom  may  see 
fit  to  pass.  But,  apparently  careless  of  that 
which  has  always  been  one  of  the  highest 
privileges  of  Parliament,  one  which  Parlia- 
ments nave  most  jealously  guarded, — that  from 
year  to  year  they  shall  pass  the  estimates 
and  find  the  ways  and  means, — this  House 
has  taken  a  new  departure,  and  on  unpre- 
cedented course  —  that  is,  it  has  committed 
itself  to  giving  moneys  for  several  years  in 
advance,  even  though  it  did  not  Imow,  in 
some  cases,  what  the  money  wu  going  to  be 
Captain  Bussell 


used  for.  Then,  there  was  the  question  with 
regard  to  interest.  Though  the  Treasurer,  and 
every  Minister,  and  a  great  number  of  thaiE 
supporters  have  said  from  time  to  time  there 
is  an  enormous  amount  of  money  lying  in  this 
colony  that  is  not  earning  interest,  that  money 
is  plentiful,  and  that  there  will  be  a  large  d^ 
mand  for  these  Consols,  yet,  in  the  face  of  re- 
iterated statements  that  they  could  raise  monej 
easily  in  the  London  market  at  3}  per  cent., 
they  have  determined  tbey  will  have  nothing 
less  than  4  per  cent,  in  this  Bill.  And,  Sir, 
what  is  more  than  that  is,  they  sure  demanding 
CO  have  it  for  a  time  that,  I  think,  is  altogethez 
extreme.  If  we  take  the  fall  in  the  rates  of 
interest  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  we  shall 
see  that  forty  years  is  too  long  a  time  to 
issue  4-per-cent.  Consols  for.  But  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  with  all  his  assertions  that  there  is 
plenty  of  money  in  this  colony,  is  not  at  all 
sure  that  he  will  be  able  to  get  money  in  the 
colony,  and  therefore  he  is  determined,  if  he 
cannot  get  it  in  the  colony,  he  shall  have 
power  in  this  Bill  to  go  on  the  money-market 
m  the  Home-country  and  raise  the  money  there. 
He  was  not  sure  in  the  first  place,  for  it  vraa 
partly  a  legal  point,  as  to  whether  the  Act  of 
1884  was  sufficient,  or  whether  the  Act  of  1887 
was  not  the  primary  Act,  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible under  that  Act,  unless  in  certain  suc- 
ceeding measures  it  is  specifically  stated  in  cer- 
tain terms :  under  that  Act  he  would  be  able 
to  go  to  the  Old  Country  and  raise  this  money 
either  by  converting  it  into  inscribed  stock  or 
by  raising  it  on  the  ordinary  money-market. 
Now,  the  amendment  I  moved  in  Committee 
I  think  WM  a  most  reasonable  one.  It  was 
that  if  we  are  going  to  have  Consols  in  New 
Zealand  we  should,  at  any  rate  in  the  first 
place,  determine  that  we  would  have  them  at 
the  lowest  possible  price  within  the  purchasing- 
power  of  the  Treasury  in  New  Zealand,  and  that 
tbey  should  not  be  sold  at  less  than  par.  That, 
I  think,  was  a  fair  amendment ;  but  the  Trea- 
surer opposed  it  with  the  whole  force  of  his 
battalions.  That  is  clear  evidence  that  he 
does  not  believe  he  can  get  the  money  at  that 
price,  and  that  he  is  determined  he  will  have 
money,  even  if  he  has  to  get  it  at  95,  97,  or  99. 
I  think  the  House  should  not  have  given  tbe 
Treasurer  this  latitude.  He  may  say  he  does  not 
mean  to  sell  at  less  than  4  per  cent. ;  but  this 
House  has  no  right  whatever  to  allow  it  to  be 
at  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
as  to  the  price  at  which  be  will  purchase 
money.  We  ought  to  determine  in  most  un- 
mistakable language  what  the  conditions  are 
on  which  we  shall  get  money.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  said,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in 
Committee  —  and  owing  to  his  not  accepting 
amendments  the  debate  was  more  of  a  second- 
reading  character  than  a  debate  on  Com- 
mittee points — that  moneys  invested  in  banks 
are  not  loans.  Well,  I  contend  that,  whether 
you  put  money  into  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank  or  whether  you  put  it  on  deposit  in  any 
of  the  private  banks,  that  is,  so  far  as  Uw 
depositors  are  concerned,  a  loan.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  these  Oonsols  are  a  specific  loan. 
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only  that  it  is  raised  in  the  oolony ;  and  the 
late  Oolonial  Treasnrer  had  no  qualms  upon 
this  question,  because  in  his  18^  Budget  he 
distinctly  stated  that  it  would  be  a  loan  raising 
aooney  on  Kew  Zealand  Consols.  Now,  there 
is  one  clause  that  seems  to  aim  at  an  old- 

S). pension  scheme;  it  is  the  one  that  will 
ow  minora  over  ten  years  of  age  to  be  the 
holders  of  Consols.  As  they  are  to  have  a  oni- 
rency  of  forty  years,  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
is  driving  at  an  old-age-pension  scheme  or  not, 
but  it  may  be  intended  to  be  something  in  the 
nature  of  an  annuity — something  that  when  the 
holders  are  fifty  they  can  fall  back  upon.  I  do 
not  know  that  that  is  so,  but  it  clearly  shows 
that  he  means  to  dive  into  every  hole  and 
Miser  in  New  Zealand  to  get  money  to  spend. 
Now,  there  is  another  point  with  regard  to  this 
Consols  measure  on  which,  I  think,  the  House 
has  not  taken  a  proper  stand,  and  it  is  this : 
that  for  the  first  time  in  New  Zealand  we  are 
voting  money  before  we  know  what  it  is  to  be 
used  for.  That  would  be  new  not  only  in  New 
Zealand,  but  in  every  Anglo-Saxon  country. 
Ways  and  means  should  always  come  after  the 
policy  is  unfolded  as  to  the  works  the  Govern- 
ment mean  to  undertake;  but  this  year  we 
have  determined  to  give  the  money  first,  and  to 
find  out  afterwards  what  it  is  going  to  be  used 
for.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  money  will 
simply  be  absorbed  by  the  measures  which  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  introduced,  and  that 
the  QoTcnunent,  instead  of  raising  a  distinct 
sum  of  money  for  the  prosecution  of  public 
works,  are  raising  by  a  side-wind  three-quarters 
of  million  as  a  country  vote.  There  cclu  be 
no  question  at  bJI  about  this :  that  the  Govern- 
ment feel  they  are  certain  of  the  city  vote — 
whether  their  present  supporters  are  or  are  not 
returned  for  the  centres,  they  feel  sure  they  can 
poll  the  city  votes;  and  they  have  so  formu- 
lated  their  borrowing  proposals  as  though  the 
money  was  all  to  be  raiseil  for  the  country,  in 
the  hope  that  thereby  they  will  secure  the 
eoontiy  party  in  New  Zealand.  I  tell  them 
^ey  will  never  secure  the  middle  yeoman 
fanners  in  New  Zealand — they  will  never  have 
them.  They  have  never  belonged  to  the  Liberal 
party,  and  never  will  belong  to  it.  The  Govern- 
ment can  fly  as  large  a  kite  as  they  like  for  that 
vote :  they  will  never  get  it,  and  they  will  find 
that  out  a:  time  goes  on.  Though  they  may 
think  that  by  this  dexterous  process  of  splitting 
up  the  vote  they  will  control  the  country  vote,  I 
uel  sure  that  when  the  members  return  to  their 
eonstituencies  the  country  people  will  see  the 
hoUowness  of  these  proposals.  And  it  is  to  be 
zegretted  that  a  Ministry  that  for  three  years 
went  roond  the  country  stumping  the  country 
•nd  asserting  that  they  were  a  self-reliant, 
non-borrowing  panfy 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — We  have  heard  that  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— 7e8,  and  you  will  hear  it 
again  and  again  in  this  House,  just  as  long  as 
I  choose  to  state  it.  I  know  what  I  am  say- 
ing, and  I  know  what  I  am  doing,  and  if  the 
lumoaiable  gentleman  only  knew  it  as  well  he 
wonld  get  on  his  feet  and  debate  these  mea- 


sures more  than  he  does,  instead'  of  simply 
blindly  supporting  them.  The  people-of  Oamara 
did  not  send  their  member  to  the  House  to 
support  these  proposals.  They  sent  him  to 
support  the  Government  who  were  promtd- 
gating  from  every  platform  in  New  Zealand 
a  self-reliant  non- borrowing  policy,  and  the 
honourable  member  was  returned  on  thosb  lines,. 
for  doing  that.  The  members  who  were  sup- 
porting them  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  who 
were  returned  to  the  House  for  this  Parliament, 
did  not  realise  that  the  Government  were  not 
living  on  the  net  revenue  of  the  colony,  though 
they  had  led  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to 
believe  that  they  really  had  been.living  within 
their  resouroes.  And  yet,  without  any  great 
change  having  taken  place  in  the  oountry, 
the  Government  have  met  this  House  and 
asked  under  half  a  dozen  diflerent  systems  for 
loan-money.  So  far  as  the  electors  are  con- 
cerned, the  country  has  not  pronounced  in 
favour  of  these  financial  proposals,  and  I  believe 
that  when  the  country  realises  the  magnitude 
of  these  proposals  it  will  say,  "  We  will  have 
none  of  them,"  However,  I  am  not  going  to 
speak  any  longer  on  the  question.  I  gave  my 
views  very  fully  when  we  were  debating  this 
Bill  in  Committee,  and  I  trust  the  time  will 
soon  come  round  when  I  shall  be  able  to  de- 
bate the  question  in  public,  and  realise  whether 
the  people  of  the  district  I  come  from  really 
sent  me  to  the  House  to  support  these  pro- 
posals or  not. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  told  us  a  few  minutes  ago 
that  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors  was  fiddling 
while  the  city  was  burning.  Well,  I  do  not 
think  any  of  us  here  to-night  are  in  that  mood. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  feel  the  question  is 
too  important  to  be  so  lightly  treated.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  related 
the  story,  of  course,  only  to  illustrate  the  posi- 
tion. So  for  as  I  am  concerned,  upon  this 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  I  feel  more  afraid  of 
it  than  I  did  on  the  first  consideration.  If  I 
oould  make  up  my  mind  under  any  circum- 
stances that  we  could  form  any  groundwork 
for  making  ourselves  believe  that  we  oould 
make  it  a  success  I  should  be  willing  to  sup- 

rrt  it,  I  have  a  strong  desire  to  do  whatever 
con.  If  I  could  only  make  myself  believe 
it  is  for  the  good  of  thi^country  and  the  people 
who  are  in  it  I  certainly  would  do  so.  I  have 
no  desire  to  find  fault  with  any  member  in  this 
House.  I  have  no  desire  to  preach  either 
Liberalism  ot  any  other  ism.  My  doctrine  is 
the  good  of  the  country.  I  would  support  this 
measure  if  I  could  believe  that  we  could  see 
sufilciently  far  ahead  to  offer  some  sort  of 
guarantee  to  the  people  who  sent  us  here  that 
it  was  a  measure  that  we  had  the  best  reason 
to  believe  would  promote  the  interests  of  the 
country.  At  present  I  have  not  been  able  to 
train  my  mind  into  any  such  belief :  I  must 
therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Before  the  honourable 
gentleman  replies  I  have  just  a  few  words  to 
say.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  been  corn- 
puled  by  certain  circumstances  beyond  his  con- 
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trol  to  aooept  vuioiia  amendmeuta  to  this  Bill 
since  he  first  introduced  it ;  it  has  thereiore 
been  considersbly  modified;  but  the  measaie, 
in  my  opinion,  is  still  one  that  ought  not  to  he 
passed.  However,  the  honoivable  gentiemaa 
has  not  a  majority  at  his  baok  whioh  enahUs 
him  to  carry  anything  through  this  House, 
no  matter  how  inimicaJ  it  may  be  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  before  the  country  at  the  late 
-elections  he  made  no  proposal  whatever  such 
as  is  embodied  in  this  Bill — namely,  to  go  upon 
the  London  market  to  borrow  a  million  of 
money,  and  with  power  to  expend  that  million 
without  any  control  whatever  by  this  House, 
— ^because  the  honourable  gentleman  has  no 
schedule  whatever  attached  to  the  Bill.  All 
he  tells  us  is  that  the  Bill  is  no  worse  than 
receiving  deposits  of  money  through  the  Post- 
Offioe  Savings-Bank ;  but  he  has  endeavoured 
to  hide  the  fact  from  this  House  that  this 
money  is  to  be  borrowed  for  forty  years,  with- 
out any  power  on  the  part  of  the  lenders  to 
-demand  its  repayment,  whereas  in  the  ease  of 
the  Fost-Offioe  Savings-Bank  the  money  de- 
posited there  by  the  colonists  is  on  demand, 
liable  to  be  paid  out  at  any  time.  Then,  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  replies  on  the  third 
reading,  I  hope  he  will  give  the  House  an  ex- 
planation of  the  reason — ^he  has  not  done  so 
yet — why  we  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  i 
per  cent,  interest  out  of  the  consolidated  reve- 
nue on  the  million  to  be  borrowed,  when  the 
'Government  on  more  than  one  occasion  has 
told  this  House  and  the  country  that  our 
credit  was  so  good  that  there  was  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  borrowing  money  at  par  in  the 
London  money-market  at  3A  per  cent,  interest. 
What  justification  haa  the  nonourable  gentle- 
man for  tying  down  this  colony  to  the  payment 
-of  i  per  cent,  interest  for  for^  year<,  when  as 
a  matter  of  certainty  we  shall  be  able  long 
before  chat  to  borrow  money  possibly  at  half 
that  rate  of  interest?  The  honourable  mom- 
4>er  for  Hawke's  Bay  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  what  he  had  been  told  more  than 
«nce  already — that  he  would  not  be  able  to 
keep  out  the  foreign  money-lender  from  gaining 
the  advantage  of  the  high  rate  of  interest 
under  this  Bill,  The  honourable  gentleman 
told  us  that  he  was  going  to  make  provision 
for  this  by  regulation.  I  feel  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  be  able  to  do  that,  and 
more  especially  after  the  instances  which  have 
already  been  related  regarding  similar  borrow- 
ings by  Queensland  and  Victoria,  for  these 
transactions  have  also  come  under  my  own 
personal  notice.  The  manager  of  the  financial 
company  which  conducted  these  operations 
told  me  the  whole  particulars  himself,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  about  them; 
and  we  shall  have  an  exact  repetition  of  cbem 
under  this  Bill — namely,  foreign  capital  coming 
in  and  taking  all  the  debentures  at  4  per  cent, 
interest,  when  the  colony  oould  have  bor- 
cowed  at  8^  per  cent.  The  Government  have 
over  and  over  again  been  convicted  of  sly  bor- 
rowing. To  that  they  are  now  adding  equally 
sly  spending,  because  we  can  get  no  parcicnlan 
Afr.  Buchanan 


whatavec  from  the  Government  benches  aa  to 
the  porpoaei  to  whioh  this  million  d  money  ia 
to  be  pat.  Foe  my  part  I  have  done  my  dat^ 
to  my  oonstitnency  and  to  the  colony  in  wn»lri«ig 
my  protest  against  this  Bill,  and  I  oan  go  no 
further  than  to  vote,  as  I  shall  do  presently, 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  have  to  thank  the  senioc 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stont)  foe 
his  expression  of  consideration  this  evening. 
I  regret  that  I  sannot  agree  with  the  observa- 
tions which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  put 
upon  record  in  speaking  upon  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill.  In  Committee,  as  he  said,  various 
points  were  debated  very  fully,  and,  of  coutae, 
the  opinions  of  the  Government,  as  expressed 
in  Committee,  were  not  recorded.  Now,  tine 
honourable  member  takes  exception  to  this 
proposal  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  laisiiig 
money  locally,  and,  like  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa,  he  indicated  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  raise  this 
money  at  i  per  oent.  I  have  stated  already, 
and  I  now  repeat  it,  that  both  honourable  mem- 
bers very  conveniently  forgot  to  state  that  the 
rate  of  interest  is  not  to  exceed  4  per  oent.  I 
stated  in  Committee  during  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill  that  it  was  intended  to  fixst  issue 
these  Consols  at  8}  per  oent.  If  after  trial 
the  rate  is  found  to  be  too  low  to  do  any  good, 
then  only  would  the  higher  rate  be  adopted. 
Whether  or  not  this  system  of  issuing  Oon- 
Bols  at  that  rate  of  interest  vrill  be  accept- 
able to  the  public,  if  it  cannot  be  to  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  it  will  be  to  the  people 
in  the  colony  who  wish  for  a  safe  means  of 
investment  which  they  are  unable  to  obtain 
for  themselves.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout) 
stated,  on  this  point,  that  the  savings-bcmkB 
were  the  proper  places  for  the  smaller  class  of 
investors  to  put  their  small  deposits.  That,  no 
doubt,  is  so.  He  went  on  to  argue  that  the 
banks  were  the  right  places  for  the  large 
deposits  to  be  placed  in.  I  do  not  deny  Uiat 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent right  on  that  point  also.  I  say,  how- 
ever,— and  I  think  very  few  members  will  con- 
tradict it, — that  during  the  last  year  or  two 
some  of  the  institutions  in  this  colony  which 
have  received  large  sums  of  money  on  deposit 
have  not  used  those  moneys  in  the  colony, 
but  that  those  moneys  have  gone  elsewhere, 
and  that  there  was  a  desire  expressed  during  tiie 
elections  that  this  exodus  of  money  from  the 
colony  should  to  a  certain  extent  be  stopped. 
The  primary  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  give  those 
persons  who  are  desirous  of  sending  their  money 
to  the  monetary  institutions  of  the  colony  for 
investment  an  alternative  method  of  placing 
their  money  out  at  interest,  feeling  that  the 
colony  should  have  the  benefit  of  its  investment 
here.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  pro- 
posal has  been  put  before  the  House  ;  and  I 
repeat  that  the  3}  per  oent.  interest  at  which 
it  is  intended  to  issue  the  Consols  in  the  firat 
instance  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  the  effect 
feared  by  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi. 

An  Eon.  Mbubsb.— Is  that  at  par  ? 
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Hr.  WABD. — Of  course  it  is  at  par,  as  the 
iKmoanUe  member  will  see  if  he  looks  at  the 
BiU.  Honoazable  members  oontinae  to  harp 
upon  this  paj:  bosiness.  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attantion  of  the  Honse  to  the  real  position  in 
cannection  with  this  par  matter.  We  heard 
the  honotuable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Sunshaw)  make  statements  on  this  point  to- 
aight,  and  last  night  also,  which  showed  that 

,lu  could  never  have  read  the  Bill,  for  if  he 
bad  read  the  Bill  and  understood  it  he  would 
nevei  have  made  the  statements  he  did  in 
Committee  or  in  the  Hoase.  If  he  will  look  at 
tUnae  6  be  will  see  that  it  is  absolutely  pro- 
vided that  "Every  person  making  any  such 
deposit  shall  at  the  same  time  lodge  an  appli- 
«atioa  in  the  prescribed  form  for  his  name 
to  be  entered  in  the  register  as  the  holder  of 
iaienbed  Consols  for  uie  amount  which  he 
M  deposits."  Consequently  Consols  would  be 
tbsolntely  inscribed  for  the  amount  he  has  de- 
joiited.  Therefore  the  honourable  gentleman's 
aignnient  about  issuing  below  par  will  not 
(tud  looking  into.  If  a  person  vnshes  to  take 
ont  Consols  for  £100,  he  puts  down  £100,  and 
be  gets  an  inscription  for  the  amount  which 
he  deposits.  The  honourable  member  could 
not  have  understood  the  matter  when  he  made 
hit  statement.  If  a  person  is  desirous  of  in- 
Ksting,  say,  a  sum  of  £15  under  this  proposal, 
be  wUl  receive  Consols  for  that  amount,  and 
if  lie  has  £250  to  deposit  he  gets  an  inscrip- 
tion  o{  Consols  for  £250.  The  honourable  mem- 
bti  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  asserted 

;  fiist  throngh  these  Consols  we  wish  to  borrow 
to  the  full  extent  allowed  by  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  honourable  gentleman  can  be 
Kiious  in  maJcing  a  statement  of  that  kind. 
tChis  is  not  an  issue  of  debentures,  it  is  not  an 
iuue  of  Treasury  bills,  nor  is  it  an  issue  of 
stock  with  the  object  of  obtaining  money  for 
this  colony  for  loan  purposes;  but  it  means 
^aang  these  Consols  on  sale  to  the  people  in 
Oa  nrioQs  money-order  branches  of  the  Post 
Office,  end  at  the  Treasury.  If  they  do  not 
a  an  choose  to  invest  in  this  way  the  colony 
'  does  not  get  sixpence  from  them.  There 
iiaveiygreat  difference  between  the  position 
ol  these  Consols,  Treasury  bills,  and  debenture 
stock,  and  a  trial  of  the  system  will  prove  be- 

Cl  question  the  correctness  of  my  assertion, 
re  is  no  such  possibility  as  inscribing  at 
heloi?  par.  The  honourable  gentleman  asked  in 
Committee  why  I  would  not  accept  an  amend- 
Bent  from  him  to  the  effect  that  Consols  should 
not  be  issued  at  below  par.  The  honourable 
MDUeman  must  know  it  is  an  absurdity  to  say 
uUi.  If  it  were  necessary  or  useful,  of  course 
I  ahoold  have  accepted  it,  but,  as  it  is,  it  is  not 
pociible  to  issue  below  par.  Then,  again,  I  am 
told  that  no  amendments  in  the  Bill  would 
have  been  accepted  by  me  in  Committee ;  bat 
■I  think  honourable  members  will  agree  that 
eiery  amendment  I  proposed  in  Committee 
MS  sgieed  to.  They  were  important  amend- 
ments, and  in  the  direction  of  doing  what  some 
bonooiable  members,  in  my  opinion,  rightly 
desired ;  and  the  prinoipal  one  was  to  have  this 
money  s^egnaided  and  not  allowed  to  go  into 


the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  moved  amendments 
absolutely  patting  it  beyond  the  power  of  any 
Government  to  use  this  money  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  loan-money ;  and  honourable  mem- 
bers, in  saying  that  no  amendments  were  ac- 
cepted in  Committee  of  this  House,  are  saying 
what  is  not  correct.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  said  that  this 
system  of  lending  for  long  periods  is  not  econo- 
mically sound,  and  he  argued  that  some  years 
ago  money  was  worth  6,  6,  and  7  per  cent. 
Well,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  at  the  time 
the  honourable  member  referred  to  money  was 
dearer  than  it  is  now.  And  the  honourable 
gentleman  cited  financial  authorities  for  saying 
it  is  undesirable  to  issue  these  loans  for  long 
periods;  but  let  us  come  down  to  the  practical 
level,  and  I  say  that  the  position  of  affairs  in 
the  financial  world  at  the  present  time  is  op- 
posed to  that  view.  We  have  this  on  the  best 
authority,  and  lately  had  an  instance  where  a 
short-dated  loan  did  not  realise  nearly  as  much 
as  it  would  have  realised  had  it  been  a  long- 
dated loan.  Daring  the  last  month  or  two  we 
have  received  Information  from  the  Agent- 
Oeneral  that  the  highest-known  financial  au- 
thorities have  stated  that  the  very  fact  of 
limiting  the  period  of  years  would  probably 
act  detrimentally  to  the  object  for  which  a 
recent  loan  was  issued.  I  refer  to  the  guaran- 
teed two  niillions  for  the  bank.  That  being  so, 
it  appears  to  me  that,  while  honourable  mem- 
bers are  taking  exception  to  the  proposal  in 
this  Bill  that  the  time  should  not  exceed  forty 
years,  they  completely  overlook  the  fact  that 
circumstances  might  arise  which  would  make 
it  desirable  to  make  the  issue  for  forty  years. 
I  repeat  that  olrcumstances  may  arise  in 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  the  issue 
for  forty  years.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  said  that 
when  in  Committee  I  stated  that  the  Treasurer 
did  not  intend  to  issue  the  Consols  for  so  long 
a  term  as  forty  years.  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  made  no  such  statement  in  Committee  ;  and, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  when  the 
House  assembled  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  I  had  stated  so,  I  wish  to  put  on 
record  the  fact  that  I  had  not  stated  in  Com- 
mittee that  I  was  not  going  to  issue  them  up 
to  forty  years.  I  said  the  maximum  period 
was  forty  years,  and  if  a  lesser  period  was 
not  sufficient  that  would  be  done.  Now,  Sir, 
I  pass  on  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  I  was  a  little  sur- 
prised at  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks. 
He  said  that  no  Opposition  had  ever  been  in 
such  a  position  as  the  present  Opposition,  as 
their  arguments  were  not  listened  to.  Surely 
the  honourable  member  must  imagine  we  have 
all  got  very  deficient  memories,  and  that  we 
do  not  remember  what  took  place  in  1887, 
1888,  and  1891,  during  a  portion  of  which 
time  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  the  Qo- 
vemment.  It  goes  without  saying  that  there 
never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  colony 
when  the  arguments  of  the  Opposition  were 
not  listened  to ;  and,  if  the  arguments  were 
listened  to,  then  the  honourable  gentleman 
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was  deluding  this  colony  as  to  what  took 
place  during  the  time  of  the  Administration 
of  which  he  was  a  member ;  and  I  think  that 
by  comparison  with  what  then  took  place  the 
party  at  present  in  power  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  be  ashamed  of.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber forgets  that  even  last  night  a  number  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Qovemment,  as  a  result 
of  legitimate  debate  in  Committee,  did  not  do 
what  the  honourable  member  stated.  They 
did  not  support  the  Government ;  they  listened 
to  argument,  and  voted  accordingly ;  and  it 
shows  clearly  that  what  took  place  is  in  very 
material  particulars  very  different  from  what 
took  place  when  the  hnnourable  member  was 
in  an  Administration.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  a  terrible  alarmist;  he  is  a  pessimist 
of  the  first  order;  and  I  regret  it  for  his  own 
sake,  because  he  is  a  very  estimable  gentleman, 
and  one  wc  rU  respect ;  and  I  should  like  him 
to  take  a  very  much  higher  and  more  hopeful 
view  of  the  position  of  aSairs  in  the  colony.  Ho 
said  there  were  three  reasons  why  this  proposal 
should  not  be  assented  to.  First,  because  it 
was  borrowing ;  secondly,  because  the  expenses 
in  connection  with  borrowing  would  be  heavy, 
and  we  should  have  to  pay  4  per  cent. — he 
forgot  to  say  the  interest  would  not  exceed  4 
per  cent.  ;  and,  thirdly,  it  was  a  sham.  We 
will  deal  with  the  borrowing  aspect.  Well,  my 
honourable  friend  said  this  is  a  borrowing  pro- 
posal. Surely  he  does  not  ask  the  House  seri- 
ously to  put  it  in  the  same  category  as  ordinary 
loan  proposals. 

Captain  EUSSELL.— No.    I  wish  I  could. 

Mr.  WARD. —My  honourable  friend  says 
he  wishes  he  could.  But  I  repeat,  unless  the 
people  of  this  colony  choose  to  invest  in  these 
Consols,  the  Treasury  will  get  no  money  for 
them ;  but,  if  investments  are  ma4e  under  the 
proposals  in  this  Bill,  the  money  is  beyond  the 
control  of  the  Administration  of  the  day  for 
the  purposes  of  the  public  works  of  the  colony. 
It  is  a  precisely  similar  position  to  that  of  the 
ordineiry  deposits  of  the  people  in  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank ;  and  I  think  it  is  strain- 
ing a  point  to  say  that  it  is  borrowing,  for  all 
that  it  amounts  to  is  that  it  places  the  depart- 
ment at  the  disposal  of  the  people  under  a 
better  system  than  that  of  tne  Post  -  Office 
Savings-Bank.  Now  we  come  to  the  second 
reason,  that  of  its  being  an  expensive  system 
of  obtaining  money.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber, with  all  the  pessimism  with  which  he 
asked  the  question,  entirely  overlooked  this 
important  fact :  Supposing  we  give  4  per  cent, 
on  these  Consols,  does  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  know  that  the  holders  of  the  Con- 
sols would  be  receiving  the  income  from  them 
in  this  colony,  and  in  the  ordinary  coarse  the 
holders  would  pay  income-tax?  Most  un- 
doubtedly the^  would ;  and  that  is  a  material 
point.  Assuming  you  had  in  this  colony  at  the 
present  moment  raised  money  under  this  sys- 
tem at  S}  per  cent.,  which  is  the  amount  these 
Consols  would  be  issued  at,  and  if  we  were  able 
to  get  the  money  at  8^  per  cent,  in  London, 
we  have  to  remember  that  the  local  investors 
would  have  to  contribute  to  the  taxation  of  the 
Mr.  Ward 


oolony,  and  to  pay  inoome-tax  upon  the  money 
invested,  which  goes  to  show  clearly  that,  whiu 
the  honourable  member  may  legud  this  as  a 
most  expensive  system  of  borrowing,  it  points 
in  the  opposite  direction.  Now,  where  does  the 
"  sham  "  come  in  ?  It  is  quite  true  that  my 
honourable  friend,  although  ne  is  of  an  alarm- 
ist character,  and  believes  that  the  proposala 
the  Oovemment  are  making  will  inevitably 
result  in  reckless  plunging — it  is  quite  true, 
whether  the  honourable  member  entertains  this 
opinion  or  not,  that  he  did  not  so  very  long  ago 
advocate  the  raising  and  loaning  of  twenty 
millions  in  this  colony,  at  6  per  cent.  I  think. 
The  honourable  gentleman  quietly  proposed  to 
raise  twenty  millions  sterling  for  investment  on 
private  mortgage  in  this  colony,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  amount  of  mortgages  was  only  about 
six  millions  sterling ;  and  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  along  here  and  tells  us  we 
are  indulging  in  a  system  of  reckless  finance 
I  want  to  know  what  terms  can  be  applied  to 
a  gentleman  who  advocated  such  a  wild-cat 
scheme  as  he  advocated  in  his  "  green  and 
salad  days."  Words  fail  me  to  put  the  honour- 
able member  in  the  position  which  he  ought  to 
be  in ;  and  I  do  hope  he  will  be  very  careful,  and 
not  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  one  or  two  others 
who  have  preceded  us  in  the  politics  of  this 
country,  by  absolutely  leading  themselves  to 
believe  that  the  whole  world  is  going  to  the 
dogs,  and  that  New  Zealand  is  going  there  first. 
I  can  quite  conceive  that  by  giving  continued 
expression  to  such  views  honourable  gentlemen 
make  themselves  believe  them ;  and  even  the 
more  sanguine  wonder  whether  or  not,  instead 
of  doing  good,  we  are  going  where  the  honour- 
able member  suggests.  I  hope  his  tempera- 
ment will  alter  for  the  better.  Then,  again,  I 
do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
expect  that  the  system  of  finance  the  Govern- 
ment has  advocated  is  going  to  be  used  for 
such  purposes  as  he  advocated  in  Committee. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  the  classes  of 
investments  were  very  bad  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  he  was  serious  when  he  suggested  that  we 
ought  to  include  racehorses. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — No ;  I  said  advances 
to  settlers. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  Of  course ;  the  honourable 
member  is  quite  right ;  he  evidently  intends 
that :  but,  if  he  thinks  raceliorses  would  be  a 
first-rate  class  of  security,  of  course  he  is  quite 
welcome  to  that  opinion. 

Captain  RUSSELTj.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  kindly  explain  how  income  -  tax 
would  be  collected  on  the  savings  of  people 
whose  income  would  be  in  most  ceises  under 
£300? 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  asks 
me  to  kindly  explain  how  income-tax  wonld 
be  collected  on  the  savings  of  people  whose 
income  would  be  mostly  under  £300.  Surely 
he  does  not  mean  to  say  that  every  one  who 
invested  in  the  Consols  would  be  in  receipt  of 
an  income  under  £300.  If  he  does  think  so» 
then  I  am  very  sorry  for  him.  For  instanoe, 
there  is  included  in  this  Bill  provision  for  invest- 
ment by  minors,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fast,  it  is 
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qoite  conceivable  that  there  are  minora  -who 
are  seeking  for  assiBtance,  or  whose  trustees 
are  seeking  for  a  class  of  investment  they  can- 
not get. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  tmsteos  pay  for 
BMny  of  them. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  hononrahle  member  will 
probably  give  one  credit  for  knowing  a  little 
about  some  of  these  things,  and  although  those 
iftarp  queries  of  his  have  to  be  dealt  with  upon 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  it  is  significant  that  he 
seldom  gets  one  ofi  the  track ;  bat  I  say  the 
balk  of  the  people  in  this  colony  who  avail 
themselves  of  this  system  will  undeniably  pay 
income-tax.  It  is  perfectly  true,  however,  that 
there  are  many  who  will  not  do  so.  I  say  it 
is  a  much  better  system  to  have  that  money 
raised  in  the  colony,  and  the  earnings  upon  it 
retained  by  the  people  in  the  colony,  who  pay 
income-tax.  Customs  duties,  and  in  other  ways 
contribate  to  the  revenue  of  the  country.  I  want 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  honourable  mem- 
bers for  Auckland  City,  Messrs.  Button  and 
Crowther.  It  is  to  my  mind  a  very  significant 
fact  that,  while  the  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Button)  says  that  he  is  going  to  oppose  the 
whole  of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  to-night's  Evening  Post  you  will  find 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Auckland  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  either  to-day  or  yesterday,  urging 
that  a  large  expenditure  of  money  should  be 
made  for  carrying  on  railways  at  one  place,  and 
for  opening  up  roads  in  the  Auckland  District. 
Those  honourable  members  are  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  advocate  that  money  should  be  ob- 
tained for  these  purposes ;  and  I  want  to  know, 
when  proposals  to  that  effect  are  brought  for- 
vaid,  if  they  are  going  to  oppose  them.  I  am 
sure  they  will  be  the  first  there,  and  no  one 
will  deny  that  you  will  find  them  all  there 
when  the  division  of  the  moneys  takes  place, 
and,  no  doubt,  there  will  be  other  honourable 
gentlemen  there  who  also  on  this  occasion  as- 
sume the  role  of  pessimists.  When  it  comes  to 
the  time  of  the  division  of  the  necessary  moneys 
for  various  districts  in  this  colony  you  will  find 
that  there  are  no  other  two  members  in  this 
Hoose  who  will  be  so  soon  after  the  spoils  as 
the  two  honourable  members  I  have  refected  to, 
who  profess  to  be  so  anxious  about  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  country ;  and  the  third 
will  be  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Marsden,who  backs  them  up  for  his  district  re- 
qairements  very  well.  Then,  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa, 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  also  is  becoming 
somewhat  singular  in  his  views ;  and  I  may 
say,  without  offence  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  his  attitude  is  really  becoming 
somewhat  extraordinary,  because  we  find  him 
eontinoally  airing  his  eloquence  upon  every 
conceivable  snbject.  In  Committee  he  acted 
quite  fairly  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  having  vigor- 
oosly  opposed  it  right  through.  But  when  he 
says  there  were  no  amendments  made  in  the 
Bill  he  must  know  that  that  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man haa  misunderstood  me.    I  said  there  were 
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no  amendments  made  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  motion. 

Mr.  WARD. — Sir,  there  have  been  no  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Bill  except  those  I  moved 
myself.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
supported  some  of  them ;  but  he  should  not 
allow  his  opposition  to  everything  emanating 
from  the  Government  to  place  him  in  a  false 
position.  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  will  lose  caste  if  he  does  not  draw 
the  line  somewhere.  Now,  one  word  for  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Eamshaw).  That  honourable  gentleman's  at- 
tempt to  raise  the  question  of  city  and  coun- 
try .  support  to  the  Government  in  connection 
with  this  Bill  was,  I  think,  ill-advised.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  reason 
the  Grovemment  were  catering  to  the  country 
members  was  that  they  knew  they  would  have 
the  support  of  the  cities.  Well,  if  that  is  so, 
then  all  I  can  say  is  that  when  the  elections 
come  round  it  will  be  very  bad  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  But  I  think,  if  my  honourable 
friend  will  look  at  the  city  support  in  this 
House,  he  will  see  that  we  have  not  got  that 
support  as  a  whole  in  any  part  of  the  oolony, 
so  that  his  argument  in  that  respect  was  un- 
fair to  both  the  country  members  and  the  town 
members  who  support  the  Government.  The 
three  members  for  the  City  of  Wellington  have 
opposed  this  measure  right  through,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  generally  opposed  to 
the  Government ;  and  two  of  the  Auckland 
members  are  generally  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  also  one  of  the  Christchurch  members 
is  not,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  a  Government 
supporter.  Then,  we  have  the  honourable 
member  himself,  a  representative  of  the  City 
of  Dunedin,  who  has  proclaimed  himself  in 
this  House  a  deserter  from  the  Government. 
That  being  so,  the  honourable  membRr  will  see 
that  his  argument,  so  far  as  this  view  of  the 
question  is  concerned,  is  scarcely  borne  out  by 
the  actual  condition  of  affairs.  Now,  I  have 
said  that  the  honourable  gentleman  accused 
the  Government  supporters  of  not  debating 
this  Bill ;  and  I  think  he  was  again  unjust  to 
the  Grovemment  supporters  and  to  members 
of  the  Government  upon  this  question.  And 
why  ?  Because  did  they  not  occupy  the  whole 
night  in  talking  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  ?  It  has  been  thoroughly  debated  m  Com- 
mittee. They  know  that  the  custom  is,  when 
the  third  reading  comes  on,  to  let  it  go  with 
one  or  two  speeches.  There  is  seldom  a  lengthy 
debate  on  the  third  reading,  especially  at 
this  period  of  the  session,  when,  I  think,  there 
is  a  general  desire  not  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  at  any  great  length.  And  I  have 
reason  to  thank  many  honourable  members  for 
their  generosity  in  waiving  their  right  to  in- 
dulge in  long  speeches  when  no  object  can  be 
attained.  I  have  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
this  system  of  introducing  Consols  into  New 
Zealand  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  good  one.  Time 
alone  will  enable  the  colony  to  judge  whether 
my  opinion  is  justified.  I  say  that  in  the  colony 
at  the  present  time  there  are  moneys  available 
for  investment  which  it  is  well  known  are  not 
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invested  at  all.  I  believe  there  are  moneys 
in  the  colony  which  are  nob  deposited  in  the 
banks  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time,  and, 
that  being  so,  I  say  the  Government  are  quite 
right  in  giving  to  the  people  of  the  colony 
another  method  of  placing  their  moneys  on  de- 
posit. And  I  repeat  that,  so  far  as  this  system 
of  Consols  is  concerned,  it  is  impossible  to  issue 
them  below  par,  and  the  proposal  to  issue  them 
in  the  first  instance  at  3}  per  cent,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  safe  policy,  and  one  which  can  only 
be  left  to  time  to  judge.  I  hope  it  will  succeed. 
It  is  an  experiment,  and  the  money  may  not 
be  freely  saoscribed,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be.  I  decline  absolutely, 
myself,  as  one  who  desires  to  see  the  country 
prosperous,  to  believe  in  the  pessimistic  views 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
and  those  who  support  him  in  such  views. 
I  am  hopeful  of  the  future  prospects  of  the 
country. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 
Ates,  81. 
Kelly,  W.  Parata 

Lamach  Finkerton 

Lawry  Beeves 

Mackintosh       Seddon 
Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. 

McGowan  Stevens 

MoKenzie,  J.      Ward. 
McKenzie,  B. 
Millar  TeUen. 

Mills  Hogg 


Catncross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Guinness 

Hall 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W.  Morrison  Montgomery. 

Noes,  22. 

Allen  Haiisey  Stout 

Bell  McGuire  Tanner 

Buick  McNab  Te  Ao 

Crowther  Meredith  Thompson. 

Eamshaw  Mitchelson 

HalUJones         Bussell,  W.  B.  Taien. 

Heke  Saunders  Buchanan 

Hutchison,  G.    Smith,  G.  3.      Newman. 
Paibb. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

Harris  Lang 

Joyce  Button 

MoLachlan  Green 

Pirani  Wilson 

Bussell,  G.  W.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Steward  Fraset 

WiUis.  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

NATIVE  LAND  COXJBT  BILL, 
n  Q  Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  it  was 

'  '  with  some  diffidence  that  I  accepted 
the  position  of  Native  Minister.  I  knew  that 
this  question  was  one  of  great  importance  to 
New  Zealand,  and  more  particularly  to  the 
North  Island.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Go- 
vernment, so  far  as  possible,  to  bring  about 
friendly  relations  with  the  Native  race,  and 
we  had  every  desire  to  do  justice  to  our  Na- 

Mr.  Ward 


tive  brethren.  First  it  was  necessary  that 
there  should  be  confidence  established.  It 
was  the  want  of  confidence  and  the  distrust 
that  have  existed  in  the  past  that  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  troubles  between  the  two 
races.  I  am  pleased  now  to  say  this :  that 
the  relations  between  the  two  races  are  of  the 
most  friendly  and  cordial  character.  I  have 
every  confidence  in  saying  that  the  Native  rac« 
now  look  upon  the  pakehas  as  their  friends. 
It  requires  much  more  to  be  done.  The  Legis- 
lature, I  say,  has  its  duty  to  perform,  and  does 
perform  it,  and,  if  it  performs  it  well  and 
wisely,  then  I  say  we  have  for  the  last  time 
heard  of  discord  as  between  the  two  races. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  Native  mind  should 
be  ascertained.  I  say  it  was  impossible  to 
.ascertain  it  by  remaining  in  Wellington.  I 
considered.  Sir,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the 
Natives  should  be  visited  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  colony ;  yes,  even  in  the  hilly  fastnesses 
of  the  Urewera  country.  There  were  some 
parts  of  the  colony  where  the  Natives  were 
what  is  known  in  the  Ms^ri  language  as  pouri. 
The  Natives  there  had  taken  up,  as  it  were, 
the  position  that  they  could  not,  in  many  in- 
stances, come  to  see  the  Government.  In 
some  instances  they  would  not  come;  they 
remained  isolated;  and  something  was  re- 
quired to  be  done,  and  I  believed  that  it 
was  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  that  the 
Native  Minister  should  go ;  and  there  was 
no  lowering  whatever  of  the  dignity  of  the 
position  by  the  Native  Minister  going  into 
the  Native  districts  and  meeting  the  Natives 
face  to  face.  I  say  the  fact  of  having  done  so 
has  already  borne  good  fruit,  and  it  has  had 
the  effect  of  improving  the  relations  between 
the  two  races.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  said  that  it 
was  necessary  to  get  a  grasp  of  the  Native 
mind ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
saying  now  that  that  which  probably  many 
members  of  this  House  had  been  led  to  believe, 
particularly  in  the  past,  would  be  dispelled  if 
they  had  taken  the  round  I  took.  They  would 
have  found  that  in  the  different  Native  dis- 
tricts and  parts  of  the  colony,  and  amongst 
the  different  tribes,  there  is  a  difference  ol 
opinion  as  to  how  Native  questions  should  be 
dealt  with.  What  has  proved  satisfactory  to 
the  Ngatimaniapotos  would  not  be  accepted  for 
a  moment  by  the  Natives  on  the  East  Coast. 
They  have  a  different  idea  altogether  as  to  how 
matters  affecting  them  should  be  dealt  with. 
Neither  would  the  Natives  north  of  Auckland 
approve  of  being  dealt  with  as  the  Ngatimania- 
potos would  desire  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
Ureweras  are  a  different  people  entirely  from 
those  I  have  mentioned,  and  want  separate 
and  distinct  treatment.  That  treatment  which 
would  apply  to  the  Natives  in  the  districts  I 
have  mentioned  would  not  for  a  moment  be 
approved  by  the  Ureweras.  The  result  of 
my  visit  into  the  Native  districts  may  be 
summed  up  under  two  heads.  One  grievance, 
and  the  principal  one  that  I  found,  was  in 
respect  of  the  lands  of  the  Natives,  and  the 
management  of  their  lands.  True,  Sir,  where 
they  were  empowered  to  dispose  of  their  lands 
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and  to  obtain  a  title  to  their  lands  through 
the  Courts,  there  was  a  defect  in  the  law — 
procrastination,  delay,  and  expense  —  and  it 
was  txom  these  two  points  in  particalar  that 
I  found  there  was  the  necessity  for  a  change. 
I  will  now  tell  the  House  what  the  different 
modes  of  treatment  are  that  are  required 
by  the  different  Natives.  At  Taumarunui, 
aucid  right  through  the  Waikato,  the  Natives 
favour  individual  dealing  with  land  also.  The 
Katives  prefer  individual  dealing  with  land, 
dealing  direct  with  the  Government;  and  they 
vere  satisfied  —  in  fact,  well  pleased  —  with 
the  Kative  Land  Acquisition  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion. There,  if  you  were  to  say  that  they  were 
to  deal  through  their  chiefs  with  the  Oovem- 
ment,  they  would  not  for  a  moment  hear  of  it. 
Whether  their  chiefs  have  been  dishonest  with 
them  I  cannot  say,  or  whatever  the  reason 
may  be,  bat  the  result  was  that  each  owner 
desired  to  have  a  title  to  the  land  ascertained, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  land  to  the  Oovemment 
individually.  But  what  they  complained  of 
was  the  prices  that  had  hitherto  been  paid. 
Tbey  complained  of  the  Government  having 
forced  down  the  price  of  their  lands,  and  then 
their  necessities  compelled  them  to  take  what 
was  offered  :  hence  they  had  sold  only  the 
worst  of  their  land  to  the  Government,  re- 
ferring the  best.  Even  for  the  worst  they  had 
sold  uiey  complained  that  tbey  did  not  re- 
ceive a  proper  value,  and  they  hailed  with 
tadsfaction  and  delight  the  Act  which  we 
passed  last  session.  In  Waikato  I  tried  to 
ascertain  the  Native  mind  as  regards  the  King 
movement,  and-I  found  this :  that  they  did  not 
desire  to  have  a  separate  power  of  their  own ; 
they  were  not  at  all  disloyal  to  Her  Majesty. 
I  found  that  underlying  this  whole  King  move- 
ment there  was  this  one  fact:  that  it  was  only 
by  that  movement  that  they  were  able  to  have 
any  land  at  all  to  live  upon.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  King  Natives  there  whose  lands 
have  been  confiscated  ;  they  have  no  lands,  they 
are  absolutely  landless :  and  there  are  a  large 
number  of  them  without  land.  By  keeping  up 
the  King  movement  they  have  been,  of  course, 
squatting  upon  lands  of  their  friends.  Now, 
as  the  Government  have  commenced  to  pur- 
chase the  land  from  the  Natives  and  to  deal 
with  the  Natives,  as  these  Natives  get  their 
lands  throDgh  the  Court,  so  the  position  of 
these  landless  Natives  becomes  almost  intoler- 
able, and  they  have  shifted  occasionally  from 
place  to  place.  As  regards  the  Opitea  Block, 
where  we  had  the  trouble  with  Kerei  Kaihau, 
I  fonnd  underlying  this  the  fact  that  a  very 
laige  number  of  these  landless  Natives  were 
fqaatted  on  that  block.  If  the  Government 
negotiated  and  took  tbat  block  and  made  a 
road  throngh  it  they  would  have  to  go  and  live 
with  some  of  their  friends.  I  found  this,  and 
look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  questions  we  shall 
haw  to  deal  with  :  that  if  we  can,  as  has  been 
done  in  the  South  Island  and  elsewhere,  make 
some  arrangement  and  provide  by  some  means 
or  other  for  these  landless  King  Natives  now 
in  the  King-country,  and  who  ore  most  discon- 
tented, then  I  believe  myself  tbat  will  effec- 


tually and  for  ever  settle  the  King  movement. 
Now,  Sir,  in  the  North  of  Auckland  the  Na- 
tives are  entirely  opposed  to  dealing  with  the 
Government — in  fact,  to  having  any  dealing 
whatever  as  regards  their  lands.  The  Bill  that 
was  introduced  by  the  Maori  member  for  the 
district  might  be  said  to  fairly  represent  the 
minds  of  the  Natives  north  of  Auckland,  and 
the  Native  districts  there.  They  want  to 
establish  Native  rights,  to  have  their  own 
legislation,  a  Parliament  of  their  own,  to  govern 
themselves,  and,  as  it  were,  to  draw  a  cord 
round,  and  allow  no  one  inside  except  by  per- 
mission of  the  Natives. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  —  They  are  all  Home 
Bulers  up  there. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — They  are,  as  my  honourable 
friend  says,  almost  all  Home  Rulers  up  there. 
I  inquired  what  was  the  cause  of  this,  and 
I  found  it  was  the  low  prices  for  land  and 
unsatisfaotory  dealings,  and  the  improvements 
made  as  regards  the  settlement  that  had  taken 
place,  and  in  some  instances  the  advantages 
they  had  found  by  leasing  the  land.  In  fact,  I 
may  tell  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
that  there  the  Natives  have  grasped  the  situa- 
tion, and  they  believe  that  the  unearned  in- 
crement should  go  to  them.  Therefore,  as  far 
as  their  land  is  concerned,  they  are  desirous  of 
leasing  and  dealing  individually,  and  not,  of 
course,  coming  to  the  Oovemment.  But  among 
them  I  found  one  or  two  agitators  who  had 
been  there  from  the  East  Coast,  and  I  found 
that  amongst  the  Natives  they  hod  their  pro- 
fessional agitator,  as  we  have  amongst  the 
Europeans.  Therefore  in  that  respect  they 
have  copied  the  pakeha.  Now,  on  the  East 
Coast  the  Natives  are  very  favourable  to  the 
Government. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— What  part  of  the  East 
Coast  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  mean  in  the  Gisbome  dis- 
trict, and  all  up  the  East  Coast.  Tbey  ore 
very  favourably  disposed  towards  the  Govern- 
ment there,  and  do  not  desire  to  go  further  than 
this :  that  they  wish,  in  dealing  with  their  lands, 
to  have  committees  of  management.  On  the 
East  Coast  they  favour  the  committee  system. 
They  favour  trusts  being  established,  and  deal- 
ing by  committees  with  the  Government  as  cor- 
porate bodies.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
as  far  as  that  part  of  the  colony  is  con- 
cerned, that  with  plenty  of  money  available 
for  land-purchase,  with  these  corporations  or 
committees  appointed,  wo  shall  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtainmg  as  much  land  as  we  require. 
They  have  also  a  desire — which,  I  think,  should 
be  fostered — to  leave  their  old  system  of  settle- 
ment and  congregating  together,  and  to  go  in 
for  individual  settlement  and  farms.  I  found  a 
great  desire  on  their  part  to  do  that,  and  they 
put  some  very  pointed  questions  to  me.  They 
said  the  Government  were  finding  money  for 
placing  Europeans  on  the  land,  but  they  were 
doing  nothing  whatever  to  assist  the  Natives, 
— to  place  tbem  on  the  land  in  the  same  way, 
Tbey  said  that  in  this  respect  past  Govern- 
ments had  failed  to  do  their  duty  to  them. 
Now  I  come  to  the  Urowera  country,  and  I 
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may  saj,  as  regards  that  country,  and  regard- 
ing what  has  generally  been  the  idea  in  the 
mind  of  the  public  as  to  the  value  of  that  land 
for  settlement  purposes,  the  sooner  that  is 
dispelled  the  better  for  all  concerned.  It  has 
been  something  like  a  coveted  garden,  coveted 
by  those  who  are  afar  o&,  by  those  who  know 
nothing  whatever  about  it.  If  those  people 
went  and  saw  that  country  they  would  sym- 
pathize with  the  Uieweras  who  want  to  keep 
the  country  to  themselves.  There  is  very 
little  flat  fertile  land.  It  is  the  most  broken 
part  of  the  colony  that  I  have  visited.  It 
is  nothing  but  a  series  of  mountains,  gorges, 
and  creeks  from  one  end  of  the  boundary-line 
to  the  other.  The  land  in  time,  many  years 
hence — it  is  very  heavily  timbered — may  be- 
come fit  for  grazing  purposes,  but  that  is  all  it 
is  fit  for.  From  Whakatane  up  to  Ruatoke  you 
have  good  land,  but  most  of  that  has  already 
been  acquired.  There  is  just  one  block  going 
through  the  Court,  and  when  that  block  is 
through  I  do  not  think  we  should  exercise  our 
minds  in  the  slightest  as  regards  the  remain- 
ing lands  in  the  Urewera  territory.  The  Ure- 
weros  and  other  Natives  say  that  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  when  Native  Minister,  promised  that 
a  boundary  -  line  should  be  made,  and  that 
within  that  line  the  land  should  be  theirs. 
After  visiting  the  district,  I  advised  that  in  this 
respect  we  should  let  them  alone.  It  has  been 
said  that  there  are  gold  and  other  minerals  in 
that  part  of  the  colony.  I  saw  some  likely- 
looking  auriferous  country,  and  in  some  places 
I  saw  some  alluvial  wash,  and  if  I  had  had  a 
tin  dish  and  been  on  a  prospecting  expedition 
I  should  certainly  have  tried  it.  It  certainly 
looked  very  likely-looking  wash.  I  also  came 
across  two  or  three  quartz  reefs,  and  some 
quartz  was  given  to  me  which  was  said  to 
have  come  from  a  creek  called  Buatahuna, 
near  Te  Whaiti.  There  is  no  doubt  it  was 
gold-bearing,  but  whether  it  came  from  that 
creek  or  not  I  could  not  say.  At  all  events,  I 
saw  nothing  to  warrant  the  Government  going 
to  the  extreme  of  interfering  with  the  Natives 
within  that  boundary.  What  I  think  should 
be  done,  and  which  could  be  easily  done,  would 
be  this :  I  think,  if  there  were  a  road  made  from 
Galatea  to  Te  Whaiti,  and  from  Te  Whaiti  to 
le  Mimi,  and  then  across  to  Lake  Waikare- 
moana,  the  Natives  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
assist  in  making  it.  If  you  sent  a  surveyor 
there  and  attempted  to  survey  it  you  would 
have  trouble  at  once ;  but  if  you  sent  an  over- 
seer who  understood  the  Native  character,  and 
asked  him  to  make  a  road  right  through,  and 
start  to-morrow,  the  Natives  would  assist  him 
to  make  it.  That  is  the  way  you  have  to  go 
about  this  business.  I  also  found  there — and 
it  was  very  pleasing  to  me — a  desire  that  we 
should  establish  Native  schools,  for,  though 
these  Natives  have  by  their  own  action  separated 
from  us,  they  now  begin  to  see  that  they  have 
done  a  wrong  to  their  children,  and  the  Natives 
at  Buatoke,  Te  Whaiti,  and  Buatahuna  all  want 
schools.  I  say  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
indeed  if  we  established  schools  for  them.  At 
Galatea,  Mr.  Wylie,  the  schoolmaster,  has  great 
3ir.  Seddon 


power  over  the  Natives.  He  is  their  medicine- 
man, their  doctor,  and  nearly  everything  to 
them — he  has  their  entire  confidence  ;  and  if 
we  had  such  a  schoolmaster  at  Buatoki,  and 
another  at  Te  Whaiti,  and  another  aA  Bua- 
tahuna there  would  be  an  end  for  all  time,  in 
my  opinion,  to  any  trouble  with  the  Ureweras. 
1  may  say  that  I  met  with  the  most  friendly 
reception  from  one  end  of  the  Urewera  country 
to  the  other.  Their  demands  were  not  at  aU 
unreasonable ;  but  the  threats  which  have  been 
held  out,  and  the  fears  which  have  been  esta- 
blished in  their  minds,  were  such  as  to  keep 
them  aloof  from  Europeans.  I  hope  the  same 
friendly  feeling  will  be  established,  and  that  we 
shall  treat  them  as  was  recommended  very 
many  years  ago.  I  told  them  very  firmly  tlu^ 
we  must  know  where  their  land  lay,  but,  as 
regarded  subdivision  or  making  detail  snrveyt 
of  their  land,  that  was  not  intended  at  sJI. 
They  were  quite  prepared  to  agree  to  that. 
My  opinion  is  that  for  some  years  to  come 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  our  trying 
to  purchase  any  of  their  land.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  doing  more  than  surveying  the 
outside  boundaries.  I  do  not  think  we  shall 
ever  again  have  trouble  with  the  Ureweras. 
I  have  said,  as  regards  the  Waikato  Na- 
tives and  those  on  the  East  Coast,  that  no 
law  you  can  pass  would  please  them.  Oar 
laws  must  be  applicable  to  the  Native  mind  ia 
different  parts.  There  is  the  some  difierenca 
of  opinion  as  exists  amongst  Europeans.  What 
has  kept  the  Natives  living  together  in  hapus 
has  been  the  fact  that  in  the  past  our  laws  have 
been  defective,  A  tribe  has  land  in  the  Waikato, 
say,  and  in  Taupo,  and  one  section  of  the  tribe 
lives  on  the  land  in  the  Waikato  and  the  other 
section  at  Taupo.  The  land  is  cut  np  almost 
like  a  chess-board,  and  those  little  bits  of  land 
have  been  given  to  Natives  residing  in  the  two 
places.  No  attempt  has  been  mode  to  allow 
the  Natives  to  exchange  their  land,  or  to  give 
the  Court  the  power  of  saying  to  the  Natives 
where  they  are  separated  in  this  way  that  they 
may  exchange  their  land.  That  seems  to  ms 
to  have  been  a  serious  defect,  and  the  Natives 
themselves  have  said  so.  Some  of  these  pieces 
of  land  were  hardly  sufficient  for  a  Native 
to  live  upon.  The  land  was  scarcely  worth 
selling,  because  there  were  so  many  persons 
interested  in  it.  The  Government  were  not  pur- 
chasing it,  private  persons  could  not  do  so, 
and  there  the  land  has  remained  year  after 
year.  We  must  have  legislation,  I  think,  which 
will  permit  exchanges  to  be  made  between 
the  Natives.  If  we  do  this  we  shall  be  doing 
good,  and  we  shall  promote  their  going  upoa 
the  land  and  settling  upon  it  the  same  as 
European  settlers.  Now  I  come  to  the  diffi- 
culties in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of 
titles.  I  have  often  heard  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  and  in  the  country,  the  Natives  con- 
demned because  their  land  has  remained  under 
their  customary  title ;  and  it  was  said  they 
were  blocking  settlement.  But  when  you  begia 
to  go  into  the  question,  as  I  had  to  do,  yon 
come  to  understeund  how  our  laws  stood.  First 
of  all,  there  are  the  delays  after  the  applications- 
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b&Te  come  in.  There  is  the  cost  of  survey; 
then  there  is  the  Court  to  heaj  the  case,  which 
would  probably  go  into  it  for  a  month  or  two  ; 
4Liid  then  there  would  be  an  adjournment,  and 
the  Court  would  probably  go  back  to  further 
investigate  the  case  after  a  delay  of  eight  or 
twelve  months.  In  the  meantime  the  Natives 
would  be  kept  in  suspense.  The  Court  was 
sometimes  held  in  a  townsliip,  and  the  Natives 
were  kept  waiting  there  day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  and  month  after  month.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  Natives  were  some- 
times almost  penniless  when  they  came  to  the 
towns :  in  fact,  they  have  no  right  to  be  dragged 
to  the  towns  at  all.  One  serious  blot  has  been 
that  after  the  title  had  been  ascertained  there 
was  an  application  for  rehearing ;  the  applica- 
tion came  before  the  Judge ;  the  Judge  had  to 
decide  « hether  a  rehearing  should  be  granted  ; 
then  a  rehearing  was  granted ;  and  then  three 
months  had  to  elapse.  There  was  all  this  delay 
And  expense.  Many  of  the  Natives  saw  that 
they  would  become  landless  and  penniless 
through  going  to  the  Courts  as  the  law  stood. 
Now,  I  will  state  what  is  proposed  to  be  done 
under  this  Bill.  The  Bill  is  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  First  Division  deals  with  the  Native 
Land  Court,  the  Second  Division  being  the 
policy  or  administration  as  regards  Native  land 
after  it  has  passed  through  the  Court.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  advantage,  as  is  proposed  in 
this  Bill,  that  land  once  having  gone  through 
the  Court  should  bo  under  the  Land  Transfer 
Act  direct.  What  has  been  the  ruin  of  many 
of  our  settlers  and  those  who  have  trafficked  in 
Native  Und  has  been  that  there  has  been  no 
finality.  For  a  private  person  to  go  in  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  land  is  almost  like  going 
on  to  a  sandy  desert  without  a  compass — you 
scarcely  know  where  you  will  land  ;  the  result 
will  probably  be  that  you  will  perish.  That  has 
been  the  experience  of  many  persons  in  this 
n  ^  colony.  In  the  Bill  before  us  an  honest 
'  attempt  has  been  made  to  remove  the 
difficulties  in  this  respect.  Applications  (or 
hearing  and  rehearing  have  been  abolished 
altogether,  and  the  privilege,  if  you  may  call 
it  so,  of  going  to  the  Supreme  Court  has  also 
been  taken  away.  Under  this  Bill  there  is 
simply  a  Native  Land  Court,  and  a  Court  of 
Appeal  established  in  connection  with  it,  and  a 
decision  of  that  Court  of  Appeal  is  final.  It  is 
much  better  that  it  should  he  so  than  to  have 
the  law  as  it  stood  in  the  past.  There  is  also  a 
better  provision  made  for  assisting  the  benefi- 
ciary owners  in  trust.  During  my  visit  to  the 
Natives  I  found  their  laws  very  defective,  their 
land  being  given  to  a  certain  number  whose 
names  were  inserted  in  a  certificate  of  title  as 
owners.  They  were,  no  doubt,  intended  to  bo 
owners  in  trust — practically  trustees;  but  as 
time  hag  gone  on,  and  developments  have  taken 
place,  in  many  instances  there  has  been  a  great 
injustice  done  to  the  tribes  by  those  who  have 
had  their  names  placed  in  the  certificates.  I 
think  myself  that  the  possibility  of  such  things 
occurring  onght  to  be  taken  away,  and  provi- 
sion is  made  (or  this  in  the  Bill.  The  sooner 
that  is  done  the  sooner  justice  will  be  done 


to  a  large  number  of  Natives.  Then  I  come 
to  '  the  question  of  surveys.  As  the  law 
stood  in  the  past  no  doubt  many  surveys  took 
place  when  the  real  owners  of  the  land  had 
never  mode  any  application  at  all.  A  man 
desiring  to  purchase  would  go  to  the  surveyor, 
and  the  surveyor  worked  with  the  intending 
purchaser  and  obtained  the  signatures  of  some 
who  had  no  right  to  the  land ;  but  with  these 
names,  and  a  claim  to  be  interested  in  the 
land,  the  surveys  have  taken  place ;  and  many 
Natives  have  complained  of  this.  Eventually 
the  survey  has  been  mode,  and  the  surveyor 
has  had  a  lieu  on  the  land,  which  has  remained 
standing  there.  Sometimes  he  has  had  the 
power  of  forcing  a  sale,  and  by  this  machinery 
the  land  has  been  put  into  the  market  and  sold. 
I  say  the  time  has  arrived  when  these  surveys 
ought  to  be  done  under  direct  Government 
control,  and  private  surveys  should  be  entirely 
abolished.  This  has  been  forced  on  my  mind 
from  what  I  saw  and  heard  on  making  in- 
quiries. I  suppose  the  total  amount  involved 
in  liens  on  past  surveys  would  be  about  £20,000, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  something  should  be 
done  in  dealing  with  this  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Button)  moved  in  the  direction  of 
meeting  those  cases.  It  is  a  large  sum  to  ask 
us,  no  doubt,  to  find,  knowing  our  straitened 
finances,  but  I  believe,  myself,  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  authority  to  the  Surveyor- 
General  to  ascertain  the  fair  value ;  the  Go- 
vernment might  then  have  the  power  to  satisfy 
the  liens,  and  the  Surveyor-General  ought  to 
take  the  land  at  a  fair  value  for  the  amount 
advanced.  It  would  be  much  better  for  the 
Government  to  stand  in  this  position ;  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Natives,  and  tend  to  solve 
some  of  the  difficulties  which  surround  this 
very  difficult  question.  I  may  say  that  be- 
fore concluding  I  shall  briefly  go  through  the 
Bill,  so  that  members  may  follow  me  as  I 
explain  some  of  its  details.  But  I  come  now 
to  the  question  of  the  policy  of  the  resumption 
of  the  pre-emptive  right,  and  in  this  respect, 
although  there  may  be  many  Who  will  difier 
from  the  Government  on  this  point,  I  say  it 
is  the  only  safe  policy  to  adopt.  We  may, 
and  I  think  should,  give  reasonable  facility  to 
those  who  have  been  in  the  past  engaged  in 
purchasing  Native  land,  so  as  to  allow  them 
to  obtain  a  title ;  but  as  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  January  last  I  think  the  Legislature 
would  act  wisely  in  saying  that  there  should 
be  only  one  means  by  which  the  Natives  can 
dispose  of  their  land  —  namely,  through  the 
Government.  As  regards  promises  or  agree- 
ments to  purchase  entered  into  before  that 
date,  some  compromise  may  be  arrived  at. 
We  have  no  wish  to  do  what  is  unjust.  There 
may  have  been  some  technical  difficulties.  In 
(act,  it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  Native 
laws,  or  the  laws  relating  to  the  Native  Land 
Court.  A  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  him- 
self said  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  under- 
stand the  existing  law.  I  say  there  is  good 
cause  made  out  for  allowing  such  agreements 
to  be  completed,  and  in  this  case  the  QoTem- 
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ment  aie  piepaired  to  carefully  consider  giving 
a  fair  compromise,  not  desiring  to  do  what  is 
unjust.  At  the  same  time  we  must  protect 
the  Natives  against  fraud  where  they  have  not 
received  fair  value,  or  where  improper  influence 
has  been  brought  to  bear ;  but  where  it  has  been 
a  square  bargain  between  the  Natives  and  the 
purchaser  I  think  we  ought,  in  passing  the  Act, 
to  meet  the  cases,  and  settle  once  and  for  all, 
and  stop  once  and  for  all,  the  purchase  by  pri- 
vate individuals  from  the  Native  race.  I  think 
this  is  a  sound  policy,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
should  never  have  been  departed  from ;  and 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  ever  brought 
about  in  the  North  Island  arose  from  the  Act 
of  1873.  In  Division  I.  of  the  Bill  you  will  find 
a  provision  enabling  the  exchange  of  lands  from 
the  Natives.  Then,  there  is  the  policy  question 
of  Testing  the  settlement  of  blocks  of  land 
owned  by  large  numbers  of  Natives,  and  the 
nomination  and  appointment  of  committees  of 
management.  I  have  good  reasons  for  consider- 
ing it  desirable  that  this  should  be  done.  This 
is  more  applicable  to  the  East  Coast  Natives, 
whilst  in  other  portions  of  the  Bill  we  have 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  individual  Native 
by  giving  facilities  for  the  ascertainment  of 
title.  The  VVaikato  Natives  will  then  be  able 
to  deal  individually  with  their  land.  As  regards 
Natives  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  they  could 
adopt  either  one  of  the  two  methods  I  have 
mentioned,  but  with  them  it  is  more  a  question 
of  price  than  of  anything  else,  and  with  the 
Native  Lands  Acquisition  Act  of  last  session, 
and  with  a  fair  price  offered  to  them,  I  think  the 
land  will  be  offered  to  the  Government,  and 
di£Bculties  in  this  direction  whicli  have  stopped 
settlement  will  be  removed.  Then,  as  regards 
private  dealing  with  land  under  sections  G8  to 
73 :  If  we  drew  the  line  at  that  all  at  once 
there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Bill  through  this  session,  but  we  know  there 
must  be  some  compromise,  especially  where 
extreme  views  are  held  on  this  question.  And 
I  say  myself  that  we  shall  not  bo  doing  what 
is  just  to  the  Native  race  or  right  to  the  colony 
if  we  do  not  resume  the  pre-emptive  right,  i 
have  said,  as  regards  the  part  of  the  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  Native  Land  Court,  we  give  under 
section  53  to  the  Native  Land  Court  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  regard  to  the  probate  of  wills 
and  the  administration  of  estates.  We  find  a 
number  of  wills  made  by  Natives,  influenced 
while  unwell,  probably  on  their  death -bed, 
where  undue  influence  has  been  brought  to 
bear ;  and  the  making  of  wills  amongst  the  Na- 
tives is  quite  a  trade:  in  fact,  it  has  become 
quite  a  fine  art.  That  wants  to  be  met,  and  is 
met  under  this  Bill.  Then,  there  is  the  question 
of  transmutation  to  freehold  tenure.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  in  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  and  in  the  interests  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  or,  if  we  maintain  the  right  of  private 
individuals  to  purchase,  it  is  a  necessary  thing 
to  do.  Sections  101  to  113  are  entirely  dealing 
■with  applications  for  rehearing,  et  cetera.  I 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  has  tended 
so  much  to  injure  and  demoralise  our  Native 
brethren,  or  been  so  expensive  to  them  and  to 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  country,  and  has  kept  back  settlement  so 
much,  as  the  difficulties  in  ascertaining  titles 
and  the  constant  applications  to  the  Court  and 
the  contingent  expenses.  That  is  met  in  this 
Bill.  The  proceedings  are  simplified,  and  the 
costs  reduced ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  ma- 
chinery is  such  that  the  method  of  ascertain- 
ment of  title  is  more  complete.  There  is  also- 
provision  made  for  the  execution  of  deeds  by 
Natives.  The  functions  of  the  Trust  Com- 
missioners are  abolished,  and  the  duties  that 
devolved  upon  the  trust  are  now  to  devolve  oa 
the  Native  Land  Court.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity for  the  double  expense,  and  the  proposed 
machinery  of  the  Native  Land  Court  is,  in  my 
opinion,  preferable.  The  expense  will  be  less, 
whilst  the  work  will  be  better  done.  As  regards 
the  law  relating  to  surveys,  we  have  also  met 
that  matter  as  well  as  we  are  able  under  exist- 
ing circumstances.  In  conclusion,  I  desire  to 
impress  upon  the  members  of  the  House  that 
the  laws  relating  to  Native  Land  Courts  and 
dealing  with  Native  lands  are  very  defective. 
Go  through  the  statute-book,  and  take  this 
Bill,  and  see  the  number  of  Acts  that  have  to 
be  repealed.  Any  man  who  turns  up  and  goes 
through  the  schedule  will  see  the  number  of 
Acts  repealed.  This  Bill  only  contains  a  few 
clauses,  and  any  person  who  takes  it  up  and 
reads  it  can  very  well  understand  it.  Thoia 
has  been  amendment,  yet  it  is  a  consolidation. 
I  say  it  simplifies  matters,  and,  if  carried  into 
law,  I,  with  confidence,  say  it  will  be  about  one 
of  the  best  things  that  have  happened  to  New 
Zealand  for  many  years.  I  may  be  told  that  it 
is  rather  late  now  to  bring  in  a  measure  dealing 
with  this  large  question  ;  but  this  Bill  has  run 
the  gauntlet  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 
I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  that  Commit- 
tee— members  who  bold  different  opinions  from 
my  own  on  general  politics — for  having  assisted 
me  in  improving  the  Bill  in  Committee.  Some 
of  the  amendments  that  were  proposed  I  did 
not  see  my  way  to  accept,  but,  taking  the 
Bill  as  it  comes  from  that  Committee  now,  as 
regards  Division  I.,  I  think  the  House  will  be 
practically  imanimous  in  passing  it.  Then, 
with  regard  to  Division  11. :  I  would  ask  the 
House  to  go  through  Division  I.,  and  to  post- 
pone Division  II. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— For  a  month  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  I  cannot  do  that.  I 
wish  to  tell  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Eden  that  we  should  attempt  to  deal  with 
Division  II.,  and  settle  this  policy  question, 
because  the  uncertainty  is  injurious  alike  to  the 
Europeans  and  to  the  Slaoris.  It  is  simply  pro- 
crastinating :  and,  while  we  are  advancing  in 
the  construction  of  roads,  I  know  others  are 
on  the  track;  while  the  North  Island  Tr'.mk 
Railway  is  being  constructed,  the  land-grabber, 
the  land-shark,  the  pakeho-JIaori  is  at  work, 
and  we  must  not  allow  that  to  go  on.  We 
have  a  right  to  put  our  foot  down  and  stop  it, 
especially  when  there  is  a  fair  compromise  to 
meet  those  who  have  perhaps  in  some  in- 
stances, owing  to  mistakes  as  to  the  law,  com- 
mitted themselves,  and  whose  purchases  are 
just,  though  not  legal.    I  am  ^uite  prepared  to 
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meet  rach  cases,  sooner  than  block  the  passing 
of  a  Bill  by  which  we  ore  to  do,  I  believe,  the 
proper  thing  with  regard  to  the  Native-land 
question. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Do  you  mean  to  de- 
bate Division  II.  to-night? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  want  to  take  ad- 
Tantage  of  my  bononxable  friend.  We  could 
not  divide  the  debate  unless  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  two  Farts  were  in  separate  Bills  ; 
but,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  proceeding  with 
Part  U.  to-night.  The  policy  clauses  I  intend 
to  postpone,  and  simply  to  carry  Fart  I.  of  the 
Bill  as  it  emeiged  from  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee.  I  think  that  is  all  that  is  neces- 
Skiy.  Sir,  in  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  some 
lather  cruel  criticisms  were  mGide  at  the  time  I 
undertook  tho  position  of  Native  Minister.  I 
ftdmit  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  I 
was  on  the  Native  Committee  gome  years  ago, 
and  occasionally  on  specially-appointed  Com- 
mittees to  deal  with  Native  questions,  my 
knowledge  of  Native-land  laws  and  Native  Land 
Acts  was  somewhat  meagre.  But,  I  desire  to  do 
justice  to  the  Natives,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Europeans  in  the 
North  Island.  I  saw  that  it  was  a  very  large 
qnestion,  and  that  unless  it  was  dealt  with 
promptly,  and  in  such  a  way  as  would  prevent 
trouble  in  the  future,  it  would  be  a  very  bad 
thing  for  the  colony.  I  therefore  accepted  the 
position,  and  have  laboured  hard  to  master,  as 
far  as  I  could,  the  details  of  this  large  and  very 
important  question.  And  here.  Sir,  I  must  say 
I  have  been  ably  assisted  in  my  labours  by  my 
eoUeague  the  representative  of  the  Native  race 
in  the  Cabinet.  He  has  been  of  great  assist- 
ance to  me,  and  in  rendering  that  assistance  I 
would  say  he  has  at  aU  times  adhered  to  what 
he  propounded  in  this  House  years  ago.  If 
that  had  then  been  carried  out ;  if  we  had  then 
endeavoured  honestly  to  place  Natives  and 
Europeans  on  one  plane,  and  had  amended  the 
laws,  then,  I  say,  the  North  Island  would  be  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  to-day.  His  advice 
was  then  unheeded ;  but  he  has  remained  true 
to  his  convictions ;  and  as  I  went  through  the 
country  I  found  the  Native  race  are  coming  to 
view  matters  from  that  standpoint.  That  being 
the  ease,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  assist  them, 
and  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  an  honest  attempt 
to  deal  with  a  most  important  question.  And 
if  that  qnestion  is  dealt  with  on  the  lines  laid 
down  in  this  measure  I  say  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  North  Island,  a  good  thing  for 
New  Zealand,  and  a  good  thing  alike  both  for 
Natives  and  Europeans.  I  ask  the  assistance 
of  members  on  both  aides  of  the  House  to  deal 
with  this  qnestion,  and  to  deal  with  it  in  such 
a  way  that  it  shall  reflect  credit  upon  our 
efiorts. 

Mr.  PERE. — Sir,  I  wish  to  make  some  re- 
marks r^ardiog  this  Bill.  My  first  word  is 
that  I  agree  to  ihe  Parts  of  this  Bill  which 
have  been  passed  by  the  Committee  being  dealt 
with  by  this  House.  I  think  that  Fart  deal- 
ing with  Native  lands  should  be  postponed,  and 
also  those  ports  in  the  Bill  which  honourable 
members  might  wish  to  amend.     I  say  this 


because  the  Government  and  the  Native  mem- 
bers have  not  yet  consulted  together  in  regard 
to  this  question  of  dealing  with  Native  lands. 
That  is  one  of  the  main  principles  on  which  I 
was  returned  to  this  House.  The  House  has 
had  put  before  it  a  Bill  compiled  by  the  Native 
people.  I  think  the  Bill  compiled  by  the 
Native  people  is  tax  superior  to  any  Bill  pre- 
viously introduced  into  this  House,  because  all 
the  Bills  which  have  been  hitherto  introduced 
into  this  House  by  Europeans  have  parts  in 
them  which  the  Europeans  themselves  are 
unable  to  explain  the  meaning  of.  And  even 
some  honourable  members  in  this  House  are 
unable  to  explain  some  of  the  clauses  in  those 
Bills.  Well,  I  will  explain  that  I  have  often 
found  that  whenever  any  difficulty  besets  any 
honourable  member  in  this  House  the  invari- 
able practice  is  to  go  and  consult  a  lavryer 
about  it,  and  even  those  lawyers  who  are  con- 
sulted are  sometimes  unable  to  explain  these 
laws.  It  hEhS  often  been  said  in  these  cases 
that  Mr.  Button,  solicitor,  of  Auckland,  can 
perhaps  explain  the  meaning.  Then,  honour- 
able members  are  sometimes  referred  to  Sir 
Robert  Stout  or  Mr.  Bell.  With  regard  to  the 
Maori  Bill,  the  difference  is  this:  When  a 
Native  reads  his  Bill,  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands what  is  contained  in  it.  I  therefore 
think  that  the  reading  of  the  Part  of  this  Bill 
which  has  reference  to  Native  lands  should  be 
postponed  until  the  Government  and  the  Maoris 
have  talked  the  matter  over.  I  have  now  been 
in  this  House  a  long  time,  and  have  not  yet 
seen  the  Government  taking  any  steps  in 
this  direction.  I  have  been  hoping  that  the 
Government  would  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
having  my  Bill  before  this  House  considered. 
But  my  Bill  has  been  blocked  by  Government 
Bills.  This  is  the  first  Government  that  has 
had  about  a  hundred  Bills  in  one  session 
brought  before  this  House,  while  mirfe  is  only 
one.  I  consider  that  all  the  Bills  introduced 
into  this  House  by  private  members  are  Go- 
vernment Bills,  because  they  all  have  one  ob- 
ject— that  of  administering  the  aSairs  of  the 
colony.  The  Bills  introduced  in  this  House  by 
the  Maori  people  are  only  two  in  number— one 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  and  the  other  by  myself.  I  refer 
to  the  Bill  to  which  Mr.  Hone  Heke's  name  is 
attached.  That  Bill  is  the  outcome  of  the 
pain  which  the  Natives  have  been  experiencing 
m  consequence  of  the  hardships  which  they 
have  undergone  at  the  hands  of  the  Europeans. 
As  a  result  of  that,  the  Natives  ask  to  be 
emancipated  from  their  present  state,  so  that 
they  may  in  future  look  to  the  Queen  only.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  House  has  any  cause 
to  ridicule  the  idea  of  Mr.  Hone  Heke  in  intro- 
ducing that  Bill.  It  has  been  the  outcome 
of  bsd  legislation  by  this  House  in  the  past. 
,f.  Q  The  other  Bill  referred  to  is  the  one  to 
■  ■  which  my  own  name  is  attached.  The 
sole  object  of  the  Bill  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand  is  that  no  trouble  shall  fall  either  upon 
the  Maori  people  or  upon  the  Europeans. 
Under  this  Bill  it  is  proposed  that  sales  should 
only  be  effected  when  a  perfect  understanding 
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has  been  arrived  at  between  the  parties  and 

they  have  conseoted  to  the  transaction.  Such 
is  the  case  also  v?ith  regard  to  leasee.  Another 
principle  introduced  into  this  Bill  is  to  enable 
the  Itlaori  people  to  go  in  for  farming,  because 
the  Kative  people  are  at  present  unable  to  do 
this,  owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  upon  them 
by  legislation  made  by  this  House.  Having  tied 
tip  all  the  lands,  I  he  Kuropeans  now  say  that 
the  Klaoris  are  too  lazy  to  work  their  lands. 
Well,  in  reply  to  such  a  taunt,  I  now  say.  Let 
the  Maoris  administer  their  own  affairs,  so  that 
you  may  see  whether  what  you  say  is  true  or 
not.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Maoris  are 
to  be  allowed  to  legislate  for  themselves,  but 
what  I  mean  is  that  the  Maoris  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  introduce  into  this  House  cer- 
tain measures  for  its  consideration,  and  to  be 
passed  into  law  by  the  House,  so  that  both  races 
may  well  understand  the  provisions.  Of  course, 
when  the  Maori  people  introduce  a  Bill  into 
this  House  the  Kuropeans  ought  not  to  amend 
it  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  unworkable. 
Honourable  members  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
what  they  have  done  in  the  past  in  introducing 
bad  legislation  In  regard  to  the  Maoris.  I  am 
surprised  at  the  Europeans  persisting  in  talking 
about  the  Hatives  in  this  manner  year  after  year. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Maori  people  to  put  a  stop 
to  dealings  with  Native  lands.  I  am  quite  in 
accord  with  the  Premier  when  he  says  it  is 
now  the  wish  of  the  Maori  people  to  turn  their 
hands  to  farming.  I  also  agree  with  his  remark 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Maori  people  to  ap- 
point committees  to  administer  their  lands,  and 
that  all  dealings  with  Native  lands  in  the  way 
of  sale  should  be  made  through  these  oom- 
mittces,  and  that  leases  also  should  be  made 
through  the  committees.  It  is  the  wish  of 
the  Native  people  that  the  Government  should 
assist  and  be  their  friend  in  dealing  with  this 
question!  All  this  is  provided  in  my  Bill.  It 
is  proposed  also  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
assist  the  Maori  people,  some  of  the  members 
of  this  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Na- 
tives. I  dare  say  honourable  members  have 
read  the  clauses  in  my  Bill,  and  understand 
the  position.  Of  course,  I  admit  there  are  some 
clauses  in  my  Bill  which  are  objectionable 
to  Europeans,  because  it  deprives  them  of 
certain  advantages.  I  will  point  them  out. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  to  resume 
the  pre-emptive  right  over  Native  lands,  so 
that  when  the  Government  wish  to  purchase 
a  block  of  land  they  may  do  as  they  like 
with  regard  to  it.  And  with  regard  to  Native 
lands  now  vested  in  the  Public  Trustee, — I 
mean  the  lands  on  the  West  Coast,— the  Go- 
vernment do  not  like  these  lands  to  -come 
under  this  Bill ;  and  also  the  power  to  en- 
able (he  Natives  to  legislate  for  themselves. 
Perhaps  the  reason  why  they  do  not  like 
the  Natives  to  hold  these  powers  is  that  they 
do  not  wish  the  Natives  to  prosper.  It  is  a 
great  wish  of  the  Native  i>eople  now  that  this 
Government  should  help  thom  in  formulating 
some  laws  for  the  government  of  themselves. 
It  is  also  their  wish  that  the  Government 
should  borrow  money  to  enable  them  to  work 
ilr.  Pere 


their  lands.  That  is  my  own  wish  too,  be- 
cause the  Native  people  are  being  victimised 
by  banks  and  private  companies.  I  have 
already  explained  my  views  on  this  matter, 
in  my  last  speech  —  that  is,  with  regard  to 
the  position  of  both  Natives  and  Europeans. 
I  am  not  alluding  to  rich  and  wealthy  Euro- 
peans. If  such  legislation  were  introduced, 
then  the  hope  which  the  Europeans  express 
— that  at  some  future  time  prosperity  might 
light  upon  the  Maori  people — will  be  realised. 
I  will  tell  the  House  the  way  to  place  the 
Natives  on  a  more  prosperous  footing.  Do 
not  allow  foreigners  or  people  from  the  islands 
and  other  countries  to  come  to  New  Zealand. 
Reserve  New  Zealand  for  ourselves.  We  have 
the  poor  with  us  now,  let  us  provide  for  them, 
because,  if  we  do  not  provide  for  those  Euro- 
peans and  the  poor,  the  probability  is  they  will 
be  setting  up  unions,  and  they  will  be  shooting 
us.  I  think,  therefore,  the  best  way  out  of 
this  difficulty  is  what  I  have  suggested.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  Sir,  that  the  poor  people 
in  England  are  being  driven  out  here  by  the 
Government  in  England ;  and  I  am  also  afrskid 
it  is  the  wish  of  honourable  members  now  to 
make  New  Zealand  as  prosperous  and  as  popu- 
lous as  England  is  too  soon.  That  is  exactly 
why  the  poor  people  are  now  flocking  into  New 
Zealand.  I  suppose  it  is  the  wish  of  New- 
Zealanders  to  fill  this  land  with  people,  so  that 
they  will  soon  be  able  to  set  up  a  kingdom  of 
their  own.  I  think  we  have  a  king,  and  that 
ought  to  be  our  king.  I  allude  to  Tawhiao's 
son.  That  ought  to  be  quite  enough  for  us. 
Sir,  if  the  Government  will  consent  to  help  the 
ilaoris  in  obtaining  money,  and  the  means 
generally  for  enabling  the  Natives  to  settle 
their  lands  and  improve  them,  we  shall  see  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  colony  will  be  in  a 
more  prosperous  state ;  and  we  shall  see,  too, 
that  a  larger  revenue  will  be  received,  after 
the  adoption  of  such  a  system.  It  will  take 
time  for  the  Natives  to  pay  the  rates ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  Government  do  not  aflord 
these  facilities  to  the  people,  I  shall  feel  in- 
clined to  go  and  tell  the  Native  people  not  to 
pay  this  rate  that  is  imposed  on  them,  because 
they  are  unable  to  do  so,  as  all  their  lands 
are  covered  with  bush.  Under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, the  Natives  are  unable  to  dis- 
tribute themselves  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  owing  to  the  want  of  facilities,  and 
owing  to  the  want  of  good  land  for  them  to  go 
upon.  In  some  districts  there  are  about  five 
hundred  Natives  generally  living  together,  and 
this  is  due  to  the  want  of  land  for  them  to 
go  on.  If,  therefore,  the  committees  are  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  this  question,  then  the 
land  will  be  thrown  open  to  these  people. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  useless  to  appoint 
these  committees  if  they  have  not  money  at 
hand.  The  appointment  of  committees  should 
be  made  simultaneously  with  the  borrowing 
of  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  work 
they  have  to  do.  If  this  Bill  will  help  the 
Premier  to  enable  the  appointment  of  such 
committees  to  be  made  I  shall  withdraw  all 
the  bad  words  and  bad  terms  I  have  used  in 
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this  Hooae.  I  wish  also  to  say  that  Vbe 
members  of  this  House  are  far  superior  to 
those  who  introduced  bad  legislation  in  the 
past.  I  therefore  now  say  to  honourable  mem- 
bers. Let  the  bad  legislation  be  confinod  to 
the  past.  I  am  now  appealing  to  the  honour- 
abe  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  and  to  other 
members ;  also  to  the  honourable  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City,  who  helped  in 
this  matter  on  a  former  occasion.  That 
honourable  gentleman  took  the  first  and  initia- 
tory step  towards  the  appointment  of  Native 
committees  when  he  introduced  an  Act  some 
time  ago,  but  the  Act  then  introduced  by  him 
eventually  became  a  dead-letter. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  should  like  to 
begin  my  remarks  by  offering  my  congratula- 
tions to  the  Hon.  the  Premier  upon  the  speech 
which  he  has  delivered  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
It  was  logical  and  clear,  and  showed  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  acquired  a  wonder- 
ful grasp  of  the  subject  during  the  time  he  has 
been  in  office.  I,  of  course,  differ  from  some 
puts  of  this  policy,  but  I  can  honestly  con- 
gratulate him  upon  the  .speech  he  made.  With 
respect  to  the  First  Division  of  the  Bill — the 
administration  part  —  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  quite  right  when  he  said  that,  practi- 
cally, this  portion  of  the  Bill  would  go  through 
without  opposition ;  but  there  are  sundry  amend- 
ments which  I  should  like  to  see  made  in 
the  First  Division  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  itself  is 
a  vast  improvement  upon  any  other  Bills  that 
we  have  had  dealing  with  the  subject,  and 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  who 
last  addressed  us  —  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Eastern  Maori  District — showed  very 
plainly  indeed  what  is  tlio  opinion  of  the  Na- 
tives upon  the  subject  and  the  policy  of  the 
Bill.  Honourable  gentlemen  to-night  who  will 
follow  me  will,  no  doubt,  deal  fully  with  the 
details  of  the  Bill,  and  I  intend  not  to  refer 
to  the  details,  but  simply  to  deal  with  this 
qnestion  of  the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive 
right.  I  shall  endeavour  to  show,  as  I  go 
along,  that  the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive 
right  would  be  wrong,  and,  in  order  to  do 
so,  I  shall  quote  the  Native  Minister  himself 
as  having  furnished  many  arguments  against 
it.  He  told  us  the  experience  he  had  gained 
from  the  various  sections  of  the  Natives  in 
travelling  through  New  Zealand,  and  he  went 
on  to  say  that  the  law  must  be  made  so 
•8  to  suit  the  different  sentiments  of  the  dif- 
ferent tribes.  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
us  that  the  sentiment  prevailing  among  the 
people  one  and  all  was  that  they  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  do  what  they  chose  with  their  own 
lands:  ia  other  words,  they  objected  to  the 
resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right  by  the 
Crown.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  told  us  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  Native  people  not  to  have 
the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right  by 
the  Crown,  bat  that  they  should  be  allowed 
in  their  own  way  to  deal  with  their  own  lands; 
and  that  seems  to  me  the  only  sound  policy 
that  we  can  follow.  It  is  a  misfortune,  as  I 
find  is  the  case  on  looking  round  the  Chamber 


now,  that  so  little  interest  ia  taken  in  this 
vital  subject. 

Mr.  CARNELL.  — They  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  says,  "  They  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it."  If  that  is  the  case,  surely  a 
sense  of  duty  would  lead  them  to  endeavour 
to  understand  the  pros  and  cons  of  a  subject 
which  must  be  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to 
the  Native  people,  but  also  to  the  whole  of  New 
Zealand.  As  the  Premier  narrated  his  travels 
he  told  us  that  from  Taumaranui  to  Waikato 
the  Natives  preferred  individual  dealings  with 
their  lands,  and  they  stated  that  they  did  not 
receive  proper  value  from  the  Government  — 
that  they  were  a  loyal  people,  but  would  be 
averse  to  the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive 
right  by  the  Crown.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  reached  the  Waikato,  and  he  told 
us  that  the  people  of  the  Waikato  were  all 
landless,  but  they  were  perfectly  content — al- 
though they  were  landless,  they  were  loyal. 
I  think  the  honourable  member's  own  words 
were  that  "  all  they  required  was  some  land 
granted  to  themselves  " ;  they  were  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  Maori  king,  who,  in  their  opinion, 
ought  to  govern  all  New  Zealand,  but  they 
wanted  lands  for  themselves  in  separate  hold- 
ings. Then  the  honourable  gentleman  travelled 
to  the  East  Coast,  where,  for  the  first  time, — 
at  least  he  specially  mentioned  the  fact, — he 
met  Natives  who  were  favourable  to  the  Go- 
vernment, or  I  presume  so.  Ho  travelled  a  great 
many  miles  before  he  met  them,  but  they  were 
favourable  to  the  Government  :  ana  how  could 
they  otherwise  express  themselves,  when  they 
found  the  Native  Minister  travelling  amongst 
them  ?  All  will  agree,  even  the  Premier  him- 
self, that  they  wished  to  control  the  dealings 
with  their  own  lands,  and  were  opposed  to  the 
resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right  by  the 
Crown;  and  they  wanted,  further,  what  I  have 
advocated  for  fifteen  years — namely,  the  indi- 
vidiialisation  of  titles— so  that  tliey  might  have 
Beparato  holdings,  which,  I  maintain,  can  be 
the  only  solution  of  this  question.  Then  the 
honourable  gentleman  travelled  into  the  Uri- 
wera  country,  and  the  Premier,  in  spite  of  their 
being  "  pouri,"  sympathized  with  them,  al- 
though ho  was  scarcely  happy  in  the  illustra- 
tion he  gave.  He  said  they  wanted  to  keep 
their  own  land,  and  we  must  sympathize  with 
him,  because  according  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, the  people  were  so  poor  that  they  could  not 
even  find  a  dish  for  him  with  which  he  could 
wash  for  gold.  Still,  the  day  will  come  when 
there  may  be  goldfields  discovered  there,  when 
the  land  will  come  into  occupation.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  as  regard.s  the  resumption 
of  the  pre-emption,  the  Uriwcras  want  to  stick 
to  their  land  to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  every- 
body else.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  wont 
on  to  say  that,  although  the  probability  of  hos- 
tility bad  passed,  we  had  better  not  send  a 
surveyor  up  there.  Does  not  that  go  to  show 
that  we  have  still  to  be  careful  in  our  dealings 
with  the  Natives,  and  that  we  have  to  consult 
them  ?    And  we  ought  to  consider  their  feelings 
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their  sentiments,  and  their  ptejudiocs  when  we 
come  to  altering  the  law  in  connection  with 
their  lands.  All  the  Native  members,  repre- 
senting the  feelings  of  the  whole  Maori  people, 
are  opposed  to  the  resumption  of  the  pre- 
emptive right.  The  members  of  the  Native 
Afiairs  Committee,  appointed  by  Ministers  on 
account  of  their  greater  intimacy  with  Native 
matters,  agreed  almost  unanimously  to  strike 
out  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  authorising  the  re- 
sumption of  the  pre-emptive  right;  and  all 
honourable  members  who  have  addressed  the 
House  in  this  debate  have  agreed  on  this  one 
point,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  they  may 
have  upon  the  details:  that  the  Natives  should 
be  allowed  to  deal  with  their  own  lands.  It  is 
a  matter  of  supreme  importance  to  them,  it  is 
also  of  supreme  importance  to  the  colony,  and 
we  ought  to  sanction  nothing  that  is  in  direct 
violation  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Maori  people. 
I  sympathize  with  the  desire  of  the  Premier  to 
simplify  the  administration  of  the  Native  Land 
Courts,  and  to  prevent  the  miserable  scenes  of 
drunkenness  and  debauchery  which  are  said 
to  be  attendant  on  the  sittings  of  the  Court: 
and  I  hope  such  may  be  prevented ;  but  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right  by  the 
Crown,  as  inquiry  into  titles  must  take  place 

..  f.  under  any  circumstance.  But  I  con- 
'  tend  that  the  resumption  of  the  pre- 
emptive right  is  perfectly  at  variance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  The  Treaty 
of  Waitangi  conferred  upon  the  Natives  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects,  and 
the  Natives  did  concede  to  the  Crown  the  right 
of  pre-emption.  But  I  say  that  pre-emption 
did  not  mean,  and  was  not  meant  to  include, 
the  sole  right  of  purchase  by  the  Crown.  I 
should  just  like  to  read  to  the  House  a  few  of 
the  words  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  as  they 
put  the  case  more  clearly  than  my  own  argu- 
ments would  be  able  to  put  it.  In  the  second 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  of  the  year 
1840,  it  says,— 

"  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England  con- 
firms and  guarantees  to  the  chiefs  and  tribes 
of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the  respective  families 
and  individuals  thereof,  the  full,  exclusive,  and 
undisturbed  possession  of  their  lands,  estates, 
fisheries,  and  other  properties  which  they  may 
collectively  or  individually  possess,  so  long  as 
it  is  their  wish  or  desire  to  retain  the  same  in 
their  possession." 

That,  Sir,  goes  certainly  to  prove  that  the 
Natives  were  to  be  allowed  to  have  the  sole  use 
and  disposition  of  their  lands  so  long  as  they 
choose  to  retain  them.  And  in  the  third  clause 
it  goes  on  to  say,  "  In  consideration  thereof 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England  extends  to 
the  Natives  of  New  Zealand  her  Royal  protec- 
tion, and  imparts  to  them  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects."  Now,  reading 
these  two  articles  together,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  the  Natives  share  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects ;  and  no  right  or 
privilege  of  a  Britisli  subject  is  held  more 
dearly  than  the  right  of  doing  exactly  what 
he  chooses  with  his  own  property.  The  re- 
Captain  Bwiell 


Bufnption  of  the  pre-emptive  right  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  dearly-loved  right  and  privilege 
every  one  is  entitled  to.  It  is  in  contravention 
of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  more  particularly 
because  the  Natives  were  by  that  Treaty  assured 
that  they  would,  individually  and  collectively, 
possess  the  lands  and  other  properties  which  it 
was  their  wish  to  retain.  The  spirit  now  of 
our  legislation  is  undoubtedly  to  prevent  their 
retsining  in  their  own  hands  the  dealings  with 
their  lands,  if  they  wished  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— To  whom  were  the  Natives 
to  dispose  of  their  lands  under  the  Treaty  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Crown  had  tha 
first  right  of  purchase.  The  word  "  pre-emp- 
tion "  bears  its  own  meaning.  Pre-emption  is 
"  the  first  right."  There  can  be  no  doubt  aboat 
it,  if  you  ta]^e  any  encyolopeedia  or  dictionary, 
pre-emption  will  be  found  to  mean  the  first 
right  of  purchase,  but  not  the  sole  right, 
which,  I  contend,  was  never  conceded  by  the 
Natives.  However,  I  am  fortified  in  the  posi- 
tion I  take  up  by  a  statute  dealing  with  th& 
subject  called  "  The  Native  Land  Purchase 
Ordinance,  1846."  That  ordinance  was  passed, 
so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  by  reading,  conse- 
quent upon  the  sale  of  land  by  the  Natives  to 
individuals  subsequently  to  the  passing  of  tha 
Treaty  of  Waitangi.  The  words  are  thesa: 
"  Whereas  it  is  essential  to  both  the  peaceable 
and  prosperous  colonisation  of  New  Zealand 
that  the  disposal  of  land  therein  should  ba 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Government  of  tha 
colony  " — now,  Sir,  the  word  "  control "  does  not 
there  imply,  so  far  as  I  can  understand,  that 
the  Government  should  have  the  sole  right  of 
buying  it — "  and  to  that  end  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  and  over  all  lands  within  the  eolooy 
hath  been  obtained  by  treaty,  and  is  vested  in 
Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  all 
lands  alienated  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Crown  " — mark  the  words  "  sanction  of  tha 
Crown  " — "  by  any  person  of  the  Native  race 
to  any  person  not  of  the  some  race  do,  by 
virtue  of  such  alienation,  vest  in  the  Crown 
as  part  of  the  domain  lands  thereof."  If 
the  sanction  of  the  Crown  hod  been  given 
there  was  still  power  to  sell  land  to  a  private 
individual,  proving  that  the  word  "  pre-emp- 
tion "  was  not  meant  to  have  the  effect  which 
some  honourable  members  wish  to  give  it. 
"  And  whereas  divers  persons  have,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Crown,  entered  into  contcaots 
for  the  purchase,  use,  or  occupation  of  lands, 
while  private  contracts  are  not,  and  in  most 
cases  cannot  be,  made  with  due  regard  to  the 
validity  of  title  " — and  so  on.  Mark  the  words 
"  without  the  sanction  of  the  Crown."  Surely 
this  passage,  which  I  have  quoted  from  the 
Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  of  18i6,  goes 
distinctly  in  the  direction  of  proving  that  there 
were  negotiations,  and  that  thesa  negotiations 
had  been  carried  on  between  the  individual 
and  the  Natives  subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi ;  and  it  can,  I  think,  fairly  be  said 
that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  British  sub- 
jects, conferred  in  1840  by  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi, did  not  exclude  from  the  Natives  power 
to  deal  with  their  own  lands,  subject  to  tha 
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control  and  sanction  of  the  Crown.  I  therefore 
contend  that  fifty-four  years  after  the  passage 
of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  it  would  be  in 
direct  violation  of  the  principle  agreed  to  half 
a  century  ago — of  allowing  the  Natives  to  deal 
with  their  own  lands,  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
regulation  and  control  of  the  Crown — to  claim 
for  the  Crown  the  solo  riglit  of  purchase.  It 
may  be  said,  and  it  has  been  said  very  frequently 
indeed,  that  it  would  be  infinitely  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Natives  if  the  Crown  alone  hod 
the  right  to  purchase.  With  this  I  disagree 
most  completely.  In  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee no  got  the  evidence  of  a  chief  from  the 
Taupo  district,  named  Ta  Heuheu.  In  reply 
to  a  question  of  my  own — I  cannot  guarantee 
the  exact  words  —  he  stated  that  the  soiling 
value  of  land,  if  the  Crown  had  the  sole  right 
of  porchase,  would  diminish  from  5s.  to  Is.  an 
acre.  Whether  he  was  right  in  that  assumption 
ic  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  but  there  is  uncontested 
evidence  which  goes  to  show  that  if  the  Crown 
hAS  the  sole  right  of  purchase  it  will  reduce  the 
selling  value  of  Maori  lauds  enormously.  It 
leems  to  me  unjust  that  there  should  be  a 
limitation.  I  agree  that  the  country  may  have 
the  right  to  prevent  the  alienation  of  large 
areas  of  land  to  an  individual ;  I  could  concede 
that ;  but  as  to  the  justice  of  it,  tiiat  is  another 
thing.  But,  if  the  Natives  are  not  allowed  to 
deal  with  their  lands  as  they  wish,  it  will  be  a 
mistake  both  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
Natives  and  of  the  Europeans.  I  remember 
makiog  a  speech  on  the  subject  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  I  took  the  trouble  this  evening  to  look 
np  that  speech,  and  I  should  like  to  quote 
some  illustrations  I  used  at  that  time  as  to  the 
effect  the  resumption  of  the  preemptive  right 
would  have  on  the  value  of  land, — because  so 
long  as  the  Crown  and  the  Crown  alone  had 
the  right  of  purchase,  the  price  paid  to  the 
Natives  was  ridiculously  small :  and  I  shall 
proceed  to  show  that  the  Native  Land  Act  was 
not  introduced  at  the  solicitation  of  land- 
sharks,  as  is  so  frequently  asserted.  The 
first  Native  Land  Act,  of  1862,  was  not  intro- 
duced at  the  solicitation  of  laud-sharks,  but  on 
the  direct  advice  of  Sir  George  Grey,  who  was 
Governor  of  the  colony,  and  on  the  advice  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  viho  was  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  then.  And  all  the  highest 
living  authorities  on  Native  questions  of  those 
days,  not  excepting  Bishop  Selwyn,  agreed 
that  the  true  solution  of  the  Native  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  way  to  make  the  Native 
people  satisfied  with  Native -land  sales,  was 
to  pass  a  Native  Land  Bill  empowering  them 
to  deal  with  what  was  their  own.  To  illus- 
trate the  prices  paid  by  the  Crown,  I  referred 
on  that  occasion  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Kogau 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner  on  land-transac- 
tions in  the  Kaipara  district  from  1857  to  185'J. 
He  reported  152,530  acres  as  bought  for  £5,520, 
or  at  a  fraction  over  8d.  per  acre.  Then, 
in  Auckland,  so  late  as  18G1,  244,000  acres  of 
land  were  purchased  by  the  Native  Land  Pur- 
chtkse  Department  at  an  average  of  9d.  per 
acre.  There  are  other  illustrations  similar,  if 
not  worse.    Then,  we  come  to  another  cose. 


which  illustrates  well  what  would  inevitably 
happen  if  the  Crown  had  still  the  right  of 
purchase.  Mr.  Commissioner  Searancko,  writ- 
ing in  1861,  says, — 

"  On  12th  November,  1858,  I  had  again  the 
honour  of  reporting  to  you  on  the  negotiation 
for  the  purchase  of  the  block  [Upper  Mana- 
watu]  of  land,  when  his  obstinacy  was  further 
confirmed  and  shown.  I  then  offered  him  [Te 
Hiriwanu]  a  sum  of  £5,000,  aud  subsequently 
£6,000 — both  indignantly  refused.  Since  that 
time  I  have  twice  seen  him  and  his  friends, 
but  his  demands  were  still  so  exorbitant  that 
I  was  compelled  to  decline  any  further  negotia- 
tion verbally  till  such  time  as  he  would  listen 
to  reason.  The  acreage  of  this  block  is  250,000- 
acres,  of  which  quantity  136,000  are  of  good 
available  quality." 

I  wonder  what  "  reason  "  was  in  those  days, 
when  a  chief  was  so  obstinate  and  unreason- 
able as  to  want  £6,000  for  a  quarter  of  a  million 
acres ;  but  this  is  an  illustration  of  what  hap- 
pens with  Government  officers  writing  about 
the  unreasonable  demands  of  the  Natives ! 
Fancy  the  absolute  indignation  expressed  at 
the  fact  of  Native  chiefs  wishing  to  get  a  few 
pence  more  for  their  land  I  And  inevitably  that 
will  come  about  again  if  the  Crown  has  the 
sole  right  of  purchase.  Here  are  a  few  words, 
on  the  introduction  of  the  first  Native  Land 
Bill.  It  was  the  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell 
who  was  Native  Minister  at  the  time.  He 
said, — 

"I  hope,  however,  honourable  members  who 
sec  me  standing  here  as  a  Minister  and  bring- 
ing down  such  a  measure  will  not  mistake  the 
position  which  His  Excellency's  Advisers  take 
in  this  matter.  We  do  not  pretend  to  come 
down  to  this  House  and  ask  its  assent  to  a  new 
policy  of  our  own,  or  to  accept  from  us  a  pro- 
posal which  might  or  might  not  afterwards— as 
in  the  case  of  'The  Territorial  Rights  Act,  1858  * 
— receive  the  assent  of  the  Governor.  Wo  pro- 
pose it  as  one  means  of  giving  practical  eflect 
to  the  Native  policy  of  His  Excellency  Sir 
George  Grey,  and  it  is  with  the  highest  grati- 
fication that  I  am  enabled  to  announce  to  the 
House  that  the  principle  involved  in  this  Bill 
— namely,  that  the  Natives  shall  bo  allowed  to 
have  as  good  a  title  to  their  lands  as  the  pjuro- 
peans  have  to  theirs,  and  that  they  should,  in 
the  event  of  their  disposing  of  or  renting  their 
land,  bo  allowed  to  obtain  tho  value  of  their 
land — has  received  His  Excellency's  assent." 

And  this  was  upon  a  letter  written  by  the 
Duko  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  George  Gi-ey  in  1801, 
when  Governor  of  the  Cape,  and  when  he  was 
about  to  return  to  reassume  the  Governorship 
or  New  Zealand.  There  is  nothing  like  quoting 
authorities  on  the  subject,  and  these  were  the 
words  of  Bishop  Selwyn :  — 

"  Tho  remedy  appears  to  be  simple — namely, 
an  unqualified  recognition  of  the  Native  land 
title  to  the  fullest  extent,  aud  with  every  legal 
security  that  would  be  given  to  any  landed  pro- 
prietor of  our  own  race." 

I  have  taken  tho  trouble  to  quote  this,  inas- 
much as  it  goes  to  show  what  the  opinions  of 
eminent  men  were  when  the  Native-land  quos- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380 


Native  Land 


[flODSB.] 


Court  Bill. 


[Sept.  28 


tion  was  one  of  Eerious  import  in  this  colony. 
Men  like  Mantell,  Richmond,  FitzGerald,  Caile- 
ton,  Domett,  and  others  held  the  same  opin- 
ion— that  the  right  of  pre-emption  was  not 
beneficial  to  the  colony,  that  it  was  retard- 
ing colonisation,  and  was  not  in  the  true 
interests  of  the  colony  and  of  the  Native 
people,  and  that,  therefore,  it  should  be  re- 
pealed. If  it  was  desirable,  so  far  back  as 
1862,  to  allow  the  flatives  to  deal  with  their 
own  lands,  it  would  be  unjust  that  that  privi- 
lege should  be  taken  away  now,  unless  very  good 
<;ause  is  shown  for  doing  so.  The  principle  I 
have  always  advocated  is  the  individualisation 
of  the  title.  There  is  no  use  repeating  argu- 
ments I  have  adduced  to  the  House  before  in 
favour  of  such  a  scheme  as  that ;  but  I  would 
ask  the  Premier  to  remember  this :  that,  how- 
ever desirous  be  may  be  of  obtaining  land  for 
the  settlement  of  the  colony, — which  is  a  right 
-and  proper  thing  for  him  to  desire, — first  of  all 
we  must  consider  what  is  just  to  the  Native 
people  :  and  justice  to  them  demands  that  we 
should  endeavour  to  elevate  them  and  place 
thcni  on  the  same  footing  as  the  European  race 
as  speedily  as  it  is  possible  to  do  it.  That  can 
best  be  done  by  granting  to  them  exactly  the 
samo  privileges  and  putting  on  them  the  same 
•responsibilities  as  are  imposed  upon  ourselves 
in  the  matter  of  the  land.  Again,  on  this  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  pre-emption,  there  are  many 
difficulties  in  the  way,  and  the  Premier  said  lie 
would  endeavour,  when  we  are  in  Committee 
on  Division  II.  of  the  Bill,  to  see  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  meet  those  defects,  and  to 
adjust  them.  I  would  point  out  this  :  that  the 
Premier  said  that  reasonable  facilities  would  be 
given  for  completing  transactions  entered  into 
before  the  1st  January  lost.  If  he  had  said 
reasonable  facilities  would  be  given  to  complete 
transactions  entered  into  prior  to  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  I  could  understand  wliac  he  was 
aiming  at;  but  why  he  should  limit  it  to  the 
1st  January  last,  and  not  up  to  the  present 
time,  I  cannot  understand.  I  would  ask  him 
to  consider  that  it  is  practically  a  repudiation 
of  the  just  rights  enjoyed  by  the  people  if  trans- 
actions entered  into  under  the  Native-land  laws 
of  the  country  at  the  present  time  are  not 
allowed  to  be  completed,  because  it  seems  to 
me  that  to  prohibit  from  completing  their 
transactions  with  the  owners  any  persons  who 
have  invested  money  believing  they  would  in 
the  courso  of  time  acquire  a  proper  title  to 
those  lands,  would  be  quite  extraordinary ;  it 
is  unjust  to  these  people  to  say,  arbitrarily, 
that  all  the  money  they  have  invested  shall  be 
lost  money.  Of  course,  such  an  act  as  this  will 
affect  every  class  of  security.  You  must  bear 
in  mind  that  land-speculation  has  been  going 
on  iu  every  district  of  the  North  Island.  I  be- 
lieve that  land-speculation  has  been  perfectly 
right,  legal,  and  beneficial,  and  that  it  would 
continue  to  be  so  if  it  were  allowed  to  go  on. 
It  has  been  carried  on  under  the  land-laws  of 
the  country  at  the  present  lime,  and  I  would 
mrge  the  Premier,  if  he  succeeds  in  passing  the 
clause  of  the  Bill  in  relation  to  this  matter,  to 
Iiavc  a  fair  and  proper  time  for  completion  of 
Captain  Bussell 


transactions  extended  to  all  those  persons  who 
have  entered  legitimately  into  negotiations 
either  for  the  lease  or  the  purchase  of  lands. 
I  would  suggest  that  those  persons  should 
have  a  proper  definite  time  extended  to  them 
to  complete  these  transactions,  otherwise  there 
will  be  a  very  serious  loss  to  these  people ;  and 
it  cannot  be  held  to  be  just  that  persons  who 
have  only  done  what  the  law  allowed  should 
bo  punished  by  an  Act  which  really  would  be 
retrospective  in  its  effect.  Whether  the  House 
will  indorse  the  arguments  I  have  endeavoured 
to  place  before  it  to  show  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption is  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Na- 
tive people  I  do  not  know;  they  are  worthy 
of  consideration.  Tlie  Native  people  are,  like 
ourselves,  now  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  and  to 
impose  upon'  them  restrictions  that  are  not 
imposed  upon  ourselves  seems  to  me  on  im- 
proper thing  to  do.  The  day  was  when  the 
Maoris  were  a  powerful  race ;  they  were  always 
a  chivalrous  and  a  brave  people  ;  and  now  that 
we  are  more  powerful,  though  we  are  not  more 
chivalrous  and  brave,  we  must  remember  in  our 
very  strength  that  the  Maoris  are  still  a  brave 

f>eople,  they  are  equally  colonists  of  New  Zea- 
and  and  subjects  of  the  Queen,  and  that  justice 
to  them  is  due  at  our  hands. 

Mr.  G.\BKOLL.  —  I  must  compliment  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  upon  the 
mildness  of  his  words,  and  the  temperate  lan- 
guage he  has  used  throughout  his  speech  on 
this  Bill.  I  see  very  clearly  now  that  we  have 
come  within  measurable  distance  of  each  other, 
which  may  have  the  effect  of  our  arriving  at  & 
more  satisfactory  solution  of  this  question.  In 
considering  this  subject  we  must  view  the  law 
which  exists  at  the  present  time,  and  then  judge 
by  contrast  whether  this  Bill  is  an  improve- 
ment or  otherwise.  It  must  be  known  to  honour- 
able gentlemen  that  the  existing  laws  ore  for 
from  being  satisfactory.  There  are  restrictions 
and  limitations  at  the  present  time  affecting 
generally  all  dealings  in  Native  lands,  which  I 
need  not  mention.  There  are  also  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  Native  owners  trading  with  their 
lands,  either  to  the  Government  or  to  private 
individuals,  and  there  are  manifold  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  Europeans  who  wish  to  enter 
into  ti'ansactions  with  the  Natives.  The  en- 
deavour of  tho  Government  is  honestly  in 
the  direction  of  trying  to  improve  things  as 
they  stand.  Wo  have  done  the  best  we  could. 
We  have  considered  the  question  from  all 
points,  and  with  due  consideration  for  the  in- 
terests of  both  Natives  and  Europeans ;  we 
have  studied  closely  the  rival  theories  of  in- 
dividualism and  collectivism,  and  wo  have 
earnestly  endeavoured  to  do  what  is  in  the 
right  direction.  I  candidly  admit  that  no 
one  can  bring  m  a  perfect  Bill,  to  meet 
all  details  and  all  conditions  satisfactorily. 
There  is  always  some  defect  or  other,  some 
unworkable  part  here  or  there,  and  it  is  only 
after  you  bring  a  law  into  force  that,  by  its 
operation,  you  find  out  what  the  weak  points 
are.  But  wo  claim  the  credit  of  aiming  at 
true  principles,  which  will  lead  to  the  proper 
ending  of  all  the  difficulties  that  have  clouds 
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ns  in  the  past.  Now,  standing  out  clearly  and 
boldly  in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man are  the  two  points  which  he  emphasizes. 
Fint  of  all,  he  is  in  £&Tour  of  free -trade  in 
native  land — or,  in  other  words,  he  is  against 
the  principle  of  pre-emption  by  the  Crown. 
Secondly,  he  thinks  individualism  is  the  only 
system  by  which  the  present  di£5cultio8  can 
M  surmounted.  Now,  although  1  am  inclined 
to  agree  with  him  to  a  certain  extent  —  and 
I  followed  bis  arguments  pretty  closely  —  I 
must  differ  from  him  on  more  than  one  point 
in  these  two  principles  which  he  advocates. 
First  of  all,  let  ns  deal  with  the  question  of 
free-trade.  Supposing  to-morrow  the  Natives 
had  free-trade — that  free-trade  in  its  entirety 
was  in  force  in  this  colony  —  what  would  be 
the  resnlt?  Every  European  who  wished  to 
aeqaire  a  piece  of  land  would  go  to  the  Natives 
individually,  and  would  make  individual  bar- 
gains and  acquire  individual  interests  in  blocks 
of  land' which  were  not  individually  but  col- 
lectively owned. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Individualise  first. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— To  individualise  in  all  Na- 
tive blocks  of  land  would  be  an  impossibility, 
and  in  most  instances  would  prove  ruinous  to 
the  owners.  I  will  put  a  case.  I  with  fifteen 
hundred  others  own  a  block  of  seventy  thou- 
sand acres.  It  is  not  cleared  land ;  it  is  bush- 
ooontry,  and  very  irregular.  Now,  there  would 
be  fifteen  hundred  of  us  to  individualise. 
Would  it  pay  us  to  do  it?  What  could  we 
do  with  onr  individual  shares?  They  would 
be  thrown  away.  The  cost  of  survey  alone  would 
eat  np  each  owner's  shore.  Honouiablo  gentle- 
men can  understand  that  it  is  practically  im- 
possible to  deal  with  land  of  that  character 
on  the  individual  system.  You  cannot  in- 
dividualise, and  therefore  I  am  in  favour  of 
that  portion  of  this  Bill  which  advocates  a 
system  of  committees,  or  the  setting-up  of  cor- 
porate bodies.  In  that  I  quite  agree  with  the 
Kative  member  for  the  East  Coast,  and  with 
my  honourable  colleague  the  Premier.  That  is 
the  only  way  by  which  you  can  deal  with 
lands  so  circumstanced.  I  will  put  it  this 
way,  to  make  it  clear:  Supposing  that  land 
was  owned  by  fifteen  hundred  Europeans,  what 
woald  be  the  first  thing  that  would  suggest 
itself  to  the  mind  of  these  Europeans  ?  They 
would  face  the  fact  that  they  could  not  indi- 
TidtuJise  it  to  advantage, — that  their  individual 
owoeiship  was  of  no  use  to  them.  Some  of  the 
fifteen  hundred  owners  would  call  a  meeting  of 
their  co-owners  and  would  say,  "Let  us  incor- 
porate ourselves ;  let  us  form  ourselves  into  a 
joint-stock  company,  all  the  owners  becoming 
shareholders ;  let  us  set  up  a  committee,  who 
shall  be  onr  directors ;  let  them  deal  with  this 
land  ;  let  them  cut  it  np  in  any  shape  or  form 
they  think  best  for  selling  or  leasing  purposes, 
and  the  proceeds  from  the  leasing  or  selling 
shall  be  divided  among  the  owners  or  share- 
11  SO  holders  pro  ratS."  That  would  be  the 
most  convenient  and  speedy  method 
of  bringing  land  nnder  such  conditions  either 
into  the  market,  or  into  cultivation  or  other 
lue.    Now,  we  will  again  take  the  individual 


system,  and  I  will  show  how,  in  a  very  few 
cases,  it  might  work.  Supposing  that  laud  al- 
ready instanced  was  first- class  land — beautiful 
fertile  country,  all  plains,  bountifully  watered, 
and  of  the  highest  value,  worth,  say,  £12  or 
£15  an  acre.  In  a  case  of  that  kind — a  very 
exceptional  one — I  should  be  in  favour  of 
individualisation.  It  would  then  pay  each 
individual  owner  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
survey,  to  incur  the  cost  of  going  before  the 
Court,  getting  his  individual  title,  paying  for 
it,  and  holding  his  land  in  fee-simple.  These 
are  the  two  extreme  coses  I  wish  to  place  before 
the  House,  in  order  that  honourable  members 
may  fully  comprehend  the  merits  of  both. 
But,  then,  what  is  the  fact  now  ?  AH  the  best 
lands  of  the  Native  people  have  gone  from 
them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Well,  the  quantity  of  land 
they  hold  now  which  you  con  describe  as 
first-closs  land  is  nothing  to  speak  of.  Cer- 
tainly in  our  part  of  the  country  it  is  only  a 
little  portion  here,  a  parcel  there,  and  so  forth. 
Speoking  generally,  the  creom  of  the  country 
has  olreody  passed  from  the  Natives  into  the 
hands  of  Europeans.  Therefore  we  must  come 
down  to  this:  that  the  bulk  of  the  land  held 
by  the  Maoris  at  the  present  time  is  second-, 
third-,  and  fourth-class  land.  That  being  so, 
we  must  adopt  a  principle  of  dealing  with  such 
land  that  will  bring  about  the  best  results. 
I  am  inclined  to  favour  the  system  of  incor- 
poration of  owners  in  preference  to  any  other.. 
I  will  just  refer  shortly  to  our  trip  through 
the  North  Island.  The  Premier  has  given  an 
account  of  it  which  I  can  corroborate.  In 
different  ports  of  the  colony  the  Natives  live 
under  diffoient  conditions.  In  the  Woikato, 
OS  has  been  stated  by  my  colleague,  the  Ngo- 
timaniopotos,  who  are  the  largest  landowners, 
are  nut  so  much  in  favour  of  collectivism  as 
they  are  of  having  individual  dealings  with 
their  lands.  They  used  very  forcible  arguments 
in  support  of  it.  They  were  very  reasonable, 
and  they  also  said  that,  failing  to  get  free- 
trade,  or  the  right  to  individually  deal  with 
their  land,  they  were  quite  prepared  to  be 
allowed  to  work  under  the  Act  pa.ssed  la.st 
session  entitled  the  Native  Land  Purchase 
and  Acquisition  Act.  The  principle  therein  in- 
volved is  that  any  purchases  conducted  by  the 
Government  with  the  Natives  shall  carry  with 
them  the  principle  of  valuation  —  that  is  to- 
eay,  that  there  shall  be  a  fair  valuation  of 
Native  lands  when  purchased  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  the  Premier  is  quite  prepared 
to  concede  that  point  to  any  section  of  the 
Natives  throughout  the  Island,  making  the 
exception  in  land  already  under  negotiation  to 
the  Government.  That,  I  consider,  would  be 
fair.  Where  the  land  has  not  been  under 
negotiation,  where  the  land  has  not  been 
under  contract  to  the  Government,  although  it 
may  be  under  Proclamation,  then  the  Native 
Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Act  passed  last 
year  should  come  into  operation  ;  and  if  the 
Natives  wont  it  so  let  them  hove  it  by  all 
means ;  we  cannot  honestly  withhold  it  from 
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them.  I  must  correct  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  in  his  reference  to  the  iu:count 
Riven  by  the  Premier.  In  the  Waikato  the 
Premier  did  make  a  difference  between  what 
we  call  the  Kingites  and  the  Waikatos.  The 
Kingite  Natives  are  absolutely  landless.  They 
told  us  tales  of  woe  about  their  landless  con- 
dition. They  asked  for  land  to  be  given  to 
them  that  tboy  might  settle  upon  it.  They 
are  so  badly  off  for  land  that  they  even  asked 
for  school  reserves  to  be  returned  to  them, 
which  they  admitted  they  had  given  years  ago 
{or  such  purposes.  There  ore  in  the  Waikato 
some  Natives  who  are  not  Kingites,  who  are 
v6ry  well  advanced  in  education,  who  are  in 
daily  communication  with  Europeans,  who  own 
jand  individually,  and  in  some  cases  collec- 
tively— fairish  and  good  land.  They  separated 
themselves  from  the  King  movement  because 
it  was  to  their  advantage  to  do  so.  They  say, 
like  reasonable  persons,  that  they  can  make 
more  out  of  their  land  by  utilising  it  than  by 
joining  a  movement  such  as  the  King  move- 
ment. In  the  North  of  Auckland,  it  is  quite 
true  that,  as  the  Premier  said,  they  are  in- 
«pired  by  a  strong  national  sentiment.  They 
have  a  reverence  for  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, 
but  they  cannot  reduce  anything  evolved  from 
it  to  a  practical  basis.  They  say,  "  Give  us 
■*  home  rale ' ;  we  adore  that  Treaty ;  that  Treaty 
was  entered  into  on  our  soil;  our  old  people 
made  solemn  pledges,  and  were  the  recipients 
of  the  bounty  of  Great  Britain"  ;  and  so  forth. 
They  say,  "  Wo  adhere  to  that  Treaty,  and  we 
Ask  you  to  give  us  home  rule.  Let  us  make 
laws  ourselves,  and  administer  our  own  affairs." 
I  have  nothing  much  to  say  against  that.  We 
may  admire  their  national  spirit,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  in  this  material  age,  we  cannot  give 
way  to  sentimentalism.  We  must  consider  the 
ultimate  result :  the  good  of  the  Maoris  and 
Europeans,  and  the  question  of  colonisation 
and  settlement.  Touching  the  question  of  the 
pre-emptive  right :  it  is  open  to  argument.  I 
take  a  different  view  from  that  advanced 
by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay.  He  says  the  pre-emptive  right 
docs  not  mean  the  sole  right  to  buy.  That  may 
be  so ;  but,  after  reading  that  Treaty,  the  only 
right  to  buy,  I  contend,  rested  in  the  Govern- 
ment. If  a  Native  chose,  in  regard  to  his  own 
property,  he  had  the  sole  right  to  the  use  of 
it:  but  there  was  nothing  in  that  treaty  to 
indicate  that  he  could  sell  to  any  one  apart 
from  the  Crown.  That  was,  however,  altered 
or  varied  by  some  ordinance  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  quoted.  What  was  the  principle 
there  ?  It  admitted  that  there  could  be  private 
dealings,  but  they  were  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  Government  and  to  the  sanction  of  the 
■Crown.  If  my  honourable  friend  is  in  favour  of 
that,  let  him  see  what  our  present  Bill  proposes. 
We  propose  the  pre-emptive  right :  that  the 
first  right  to  purchase  Native  land  should  rest 
in  the  Crown ;  and,  furthermore,  wa  say  that 
any  dealing  whatsoever  between  private  indi- 
viduals and  the  Natives  shall  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Crown ;  the  Crown  shall  be 
cognisant  of  every  transaction  affecting  Native 
Mr.  Carroll 


land.  We  have  the  experience  of  the  pist, 
and  are  guided  by  that  experience.  In  eveir 
instance  in  which  the  Natives  have  beea 
allowed  to  deal  as  they  liked  with  Earo- 
peans  their  land  has  gone  from  them.  Cut 
any  honourable  gentleman  point  to  any  ridi 
tract  of  country  still  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  Natives  ?  No.  All  the  good  portions  of 
the  country  are  settled  upon  by  Europe&in- 
Wliere  are  the  Native  owners  who  parted 
with  those  lands  ?  Where  are  those  who,  le- 
cording  to  the  free-trade  principle,  received 
the  value  of  the  land  in  those  days?  Vnitt 
has  become  of  that  money  ?  Sir,  both  Na- 
tives and  money  have  disappeared.  Those  who 
are  alive  at  the  present  time  are  &bsolnte 
paupers.  That  has  been  brought  about  by 
free-trade.  The  Natives  have  ne\-er  profited  I7 
free-trade  in  their  land.  Under  the  other  sys- 
tem they  have  profited  tu  this  extent:  In  most 
of  their  purchases  the  Government  made  re- 
serves, wliich  the  Natives  continue  to  hold. 
Those  reserves  are  not,  as  a  rule,  open  to  pri> 
vate  dealing.  There  cannot  be  any  serioci 
injury  done  to  the  Natives  by  the  Govammeni 
having  the  pre-emptive  right.  I  hold  that 
that  right,  as  against  free-trade,  will  prove  in 
the  end  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Nati<«(. 
Wherever  the  Maori  and  the  Government  act 
harmoniously  together,  one  as  the  coloniser 
and  the  other  as  the  colonist  and  settler,  good 
must  come  from  it.  I  need*  only  instance  the 
case  of  the  West  Coast  Native  reserves.  Sop- 
posing  the  West  Coast  Native  Beserves  Act  bad 
not  been  passed  by  this  Legislature,  where 
would  have  been  all  that  beautiful  land  stretch- 
ing along  the  west  coast  of  the  North  Island. 
which  still  belongs  to  the  Natives  ?  That  laad 
would  have  fallen  into  the  bands  of  private  in- 
dividuals. What  is  the  result  now  ?  Throngh 
the  operations  of  that  Act  the  land  is  reserved 
for  the  Natives.  The  Public  Trustee  was  ap- 
pointed to  administer  those  reserves.  They  are 
cut  up  and  leased  to  different  Europeans  ;'  and 
very  good  settlers  they  are:  in  fact,  the  whole 
of  that  country  is  closely  settled.  The  rents 
have  gradually  increased,  during  the  last  five 
years,  from  £7,000  to  about  £16,000.  That  is 
the  result  of  administering  Native  lands  for 
their  benefit  on  broad  lines,  and  under  OoTem- 
ment  superintendence. 

Mr.  BELL.— Why  not  try  that  system  ? 

Mr.  CARKOLL.— That  system  should  be  in 
voRue. 

Mr.  BELL.— That  is  not  in  this  Act. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — This  is  an  important  step 
towards  it.  Let  us  get  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  in.  The  objection  made  to  the  principle 
we  embody  in  the  Act  is  that  the  Crown  is  to 
have  the  right  of  purchase ;  but  we  hare  em- 
bodied this  principle  in  all  our  legislation.  We 
have  passed  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act. 
giving  the  Crown  the  right  to  purchase  private 
lands  held  by  Europeans ;  and  would  yon  forego 
this  right  in  connection  with  Native  lauds  ?  It 
stands  to  reason,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  must  stand  above  tlie 
individual,  and  must  exercise  its  right — that 
right  is  greater,  and  the  exercise  of  it  must  be 
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on  wideT  lines.  After  all,  what  is  fair?  Let  us 
be  fair  to  all ;  let  ns  divide  the  present  legisla- 
tion into  three  parts;  let  us  say  that  whore 
the  Kative  is  fit  to  take  up  the  position  of  a 
European,  being  free  and  independent,  holding 
in  fee-simple — not  any  undefined  interest — he 
shall  be  the  same  as  the  European ;  where  they 
occupy  tribal  estates,  let  them  have  the  right 
to  incorporate  themselves  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  better  with  their  lands.  Let  the  Go- 
vernment, in  the  public  interest,  buy  what  it 
vraiits,  before  anybody  else.  And  there  is 
another  class  we  must  attempt  to  deal  with. 
We  should  clear  up  the  past—clean  the  slate  ; 
clear  op  all  the  imperfect  transactions  under 
'which,  although  acting  bond  fide  in  an  honest 
spirit,  people  have — by  the  peculiar  legislation 
passed  by  the  House,  and  by  the  various  rulings 
given  by  the  Courts  on  difierent  points  on 
which  tiUes  have  hinged — been  unfortunate 
enough  to  be  placed  in  snob  positions  as  to 
entitle  them  to  claim  relief  from  us.  We  are 
not,  however,  in  a  position  to  make  good  what 
was  really  bad.  But  wherever  there  has  been 
an  honest  effort  in  the  direction  of  acquiring 
Native  lands,  where  all  parties  have  agreed, 
SLod  only  technicalities  bar  the  way,  it  is  only 
just  that  we  should  legislate  to  afford  them  the 
relief  it  is  meet  they  should  have.  I  have, 
in  condasion,  to  point  out  that  I  have  divided 
the  question  into  three  parts.  As  far  as  the 
machinery  part  of  the  Bill  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  think  we  shall  disagree.  Division  I.  was 
earefully  discussed  and  threshed  out  before  the 
Committee,  and  whatever  amendments  we  were 
able  to  make  in  it  wo  made.  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  difficulty  in  passing  that  Division  of 
the  Bill  through  Committee,  and  I  am  sure  we 
■hall  receive  assistance  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  There  may  be  portions  here  and  there 
which,  in  our  endeavours  to  make  a  good  Bill, 
we  have  not  thoroughly  grasped,  or  made  as 
effective  as  they  should  be ;  but  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Committee,  no  doubt,  in  going  over 
the  Bill  will  pick  out  such  parts  and  set  them 
completely  right.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
portion  of  the  Bill — Division  II. — I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  Premier  propose  to  deal  with  that  on 
another  occasion,  although  the  debate  will  be 
taken  on  the  whole  Bill.  I  think  that  is  a  wise 
course.  No  matter  how  much  we  differ,  no 
matter  from  whac  different  standpoints  we  look 
at  the  question,  the  policy  involved  entirely 
depends  upon  the  question  of  the  pre-emptive 
right :  how  far  it  may  be  extended  or  modified ; 
how  for  it  will  meet  the  condition  and  oir- 
enmstMiees  of  the  Natives  living  in  one  part 
of  the  colony;  how  far  it  will  meet  the  cir- 
eomstances  of  the  Natives  in  another  part ;  and 
how  far  it  will  affect  the  Europeans  who  are 
desiions  of  acquiring  small  holdings  here  and 
there  directly  from  the  Natives.  But  let  the 
ininciple  of  honesty  be  the  first  consideration 
in  onr  efforts  to  bring  about  a  happy  solution 
of  the  question.  Let  ns  be  fair  and  straightfor- 
ward with  all  parties.  I  have  every  hope  that 
before  the  Bill  passes  through  the  Legislature 
we  shall  have  come  close  together,  and  on  the 
ynaci^  of  give  and  take,  governed  by  reason 


on  all  sides,  we  shall  make  a  very  fair  measure 
indeed. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  should  like  to  touch  upon 
the  arguments  raised  by  the  Premier  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  before  I  touch  on  the  Bill 
itself.  The  arguments  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waiapu  were  directed  first 
to  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption,  and  its 
benefits  to  the  Natives  if  that  right  were  re- 
sumed by  the  Crown,  and  he  urged  upon  the 
House  the  disaster  that  would  fall  on  the  Na- 
tives if  private  dealings  were  allowed,  giving 
cases  to  substantiate  his  arguments.  I  wish  to 
say  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  go  through  the 
course  of  the  arguments  raised  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  In  years  back — take  the  year 
1887,  when  he  was  contesting  the  Eastern 
Maori  Electoral  District  with  another  candi- 
date— the  whole  course  of  his  arguments  then, 
and  a  few  years  after  that,  was  against  the 
Crown's  right  of  pre-emption,  and  he  gave  very 
sound  arguments  against  it.  1  may  quote  in- 
stances where,  in  a  special  report  by  the  honour- 
able member,  when  a  Commission  was  set  up 
by  this  House  to  inquire  into  the  best  mode  of 
coming  to  a  solution  of  the  Native  question, 
he  says, — 

"Evidence  adduced  before  the  Commission 
proved  conclusively  that  where  the  Oovernment 
interposed  with  its  pre-emptive  right,  as  was 
the  case  in  the  King-country,  the  Natives  could 
not  obtain  a  fair  price  for  their  lands.  The 
Government  offered  3s.  an  acre :  at  the  same 
time,  private  purchasers  were  in  constant  com- 
munication with  the  owners,  and  willing  to 
pay  them  £1  an  acre.  Need  one  wonder  that 
large  areas  are  blocked,  therefore,  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  the  Natives  refuse  to  take  the  8s.  an 
acre  offered  to  them  by  the  Government,  when 
private  parties  are  prepared  to  give  them  more 
than  six  times  that  amount  ? — and  quite  right 
too.  During  the  many  years  the  Government 
retained  the  right  of  pre-emption  over  the 
Native  lands,  the  period  was  one  fraught  with 
many  acts  of  injustice  to  the  Natives." 

It  was  most  amusing  to  listen  to  the  honour- 
able member.  He  completely  changed  front. 
While  speaking  just  now,  he  raised  the  argu- 
ment that  it  is  fair  that  the  Crown  should 
have  this  right.  If  such  an  argument  should 
be  recognised  by  this  House,  all  I  can  say  is 
this :  that  I  think  it  very  unfair  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  after  putting  his  views  fully 
and  most  clearly  before  the  Natives,  to  come 
and  urge  now  in  the  House  quite  the  contrary 
to  what  he  urged  a  few  years  back.  Whether 
he  has  changed  his  mind  entirely,  of  course  I 
do  not  know :  perhaps  that  may  be  so.  Then, 
on  another  occasion,  he  put  before  the  Natives 
this :  that  the  desire  of  the  Maori  people  was 
that  the  mana  of  the  land  should  rest  with  the 
Maori  people.  Instead  of  the  Natives  being 
protected  by  the  law,  they  were  placed  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Government  of  the  day.  Once 
the  people  themselves  lost  control  of  their 
lands,  they  had  to  say  Good-bye  for  ever  to  it. 
I  may  add  that  this  will  be  the  inevitable 
result  if  the  rights  of  the  Natives  are  taken 
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away  from  them  l>y  Acts  passed  by  this  Parlia- 
ment. And  he  insisted  on  several  occasions, 
before  large  gatherings  of  Natives,  that  the 
Katives  should  hold  on  to  their  lands.  Listen- 
ing to  the  arguments  raised  by  the  Minister  to- 
night, they  are  most  inconsistent  with  all  the 
statements  he  was  so  fond  of  telling  the  Kative 
people  on  the  East  Coast  and  elsewhere.  I 
should  like  to  touch  on  some  of  the  arguments 
raised  by  the  Premier.  In  the  first  instance,  I 
will  touch  upon  his  flying  tour  through  the  Na- 
tive settlements.  I  have  here  a  pile  of  letters, 
written  to  me  from  all  parts  of  New  Zealand, 
and  from  the  leading  chiefs  in  the  country.  All 
these  letters  show  that  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  everytbing  put  before  them  by  the  Premier 
when  he  went  through  on  his  flying  tour.  I 
can  substantiate  that,  as  far  as  the  North  of 
Auckland  is  concerned,  the  Natives  there  were 
pouri — that  is,  sorrowfal — that  they  were  dis- 
satisfied. I  helped  the  Premier  myself  to 
convene  a  meeting,  and  a  very  representative 
meeting,  of  all  the  Native  chiefs  of  the  Nga- 
puhi  Tribe  and  the  Karawa  in  the  Hokianga 
district  at  Waima,  to  hear  what  the  Premier 
and  his  colleague  the  honourable  member  for 
Waiapu  had  to  say  to  them.  Addressing  the 
Natives,  he  said  that,  if  they  had  any  grievances 
at  all,  that  was  their  opportunity  to  have  them 
placed  before  him.  The  Natives,  of  course, 
were  delighted  to  bear  this  statement  by  the 
Premier.  The  Premier  stood  and  lectured  them 
on  different  matters  ;  and  the  time  came  when 
they  thought  it  was  drawing  to  a  close  and 
the  Premier  would  be  leaving.  They  asked 
him  whether  he  had  time  to  listen  to  their 
grievances :  that  was  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  answer  the  Premier  gave  to  the 
Natives  was  far  from  satisfactory.  He  said  he 
had  no  time — that  be  had  to  catch  the  ferry- 
boat at  a  certain  hour ;  which  was  no  doubt 
correct.  But  he  should  have  said  that  in  the 
first  place,  and  not  left  them  to  think  that  they 
were  going  to  be  satisfied  by  having  a  hearing 
from  the  Premier,  who  would  listen  to  their 
ISO  g"Bvances.  However,  I  shall  not  dwell 
'  '  upon  that.  Now  with  respect  to  the 
land  in  and  about  Waikato.  As  stated  by  the 
Premier  himself,  the  Natives  there  are  entirely 
against  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  being 
extended  over  their  lands,  and  they,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  states,  bring  forward  strong 
arguments.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
Now,  the  main  feature  of  the  objections  raised 
by  the  people  of  the  Waikato,  and  also  by  all 
the  Natives  throughout  the  country,  is  this : 
that  the  prices  offered  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment purchasers  are  far  too  small  compared 
with  the  prices  offered  to  them  by  private  in- 
dividuals. I  would  impress  upon  the  House 
this:  that  the  only  thing  the  Natives  want  is 
the  necessary  safeguards  to  prevent  sharp  prac- 
tice: that  is  all  tliey  want.  Pass  some  good 
measure:  that  is  all.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
arguments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay.  It  is  only  reasonable  that  a 
limit  should  be  put  to  the  area  that  may  bo 
sold  by  the  Native  owners  to  any  private  indi- 
vidual. That  would  get  rid  of  the  chance  of 
Mr.  Heke 


private  individuals  buying  from  the  Natives 
such  extensive  areas  as  used  to  be  the  case  in 
times  past.     We  have  that  now  in  force  under 
the  Act  of  1886,  which  limits  the  area  to  about 
650  acres.    Whether  that  is  complied  with  or 
not,  of  course,  I  do  not  know.     The  Premier 
says    that  what  should  be  done  is   to  gain 
the  confidence  of  the  Natives.    That  is  quite 
right.    Now,  if  the  confidence  of  the  Natives 
should   be  gained,   as  stated  by  the  Premier, 
we  have  here  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  the 
Native   member  for  the   East  Coast- — a  Bill 
which  deals  with  the  whole  administration  of 
Native  lands.    Now,  what  I  should  like  to  tell 
honourable   members  is   this :   When  dealing 
with    Natives'   property  honourable   members 
must  take  into   consideration  that    it  is  very 
unfair  to  compare  the  Native  mind  with  the 
European   mind.     If  it  is  the  desire  of  this 
House  to  pass  legislation  to  deal  satisfactorily 
with  Native  property,  you  ought  to  accede  to 
some  of  the  proposajs  that  are  made  by  the 
Natives  themselves.    There  is  no  doubt  about 
that.     Now,  there    is   one  thing  which  would 
bring  the  whole  question  to  a  speedy  and  most 
satisfactory  issue,  and  that  is  to  accede  to  the 
Natives  all  the  different  provisions  set  out  in 
the  Native  Lands  Administration  Bill  that  has 
been  introduced  before  the  House  by  the  Native 
member  for  the  East  Coast.    There  are  pro- 
visions set  out  in  that  Bill  which  are  also  set 
out  in  the  Native  Lands  .4.dministration  Act  of 
188G.     And  here  I  may  refer  to  the  arguments 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waiapu  to-night.     He  recognises  the  principle 
which  is  set  out  in  "  The  Native  Lands  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1886."    Now,  I  should  like 
to  tell  the  House  that  when  the  hononrable 
member  put  forth  his  views  before  the  Natives, 
in  1887,  a  year  after  that  Act  was  passed, 
he  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  principle  set 
forth  in  the  Act.    To-night,  however,  we  hear 
him  affirm  the  principle  set  forth  in  the  Act  of 
1886.    It  is  most  wonderful.    No  doubt  he  is 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the 
Natives  through  Native  committees,  which  I 
firmly  believe  should  be  conceded  by  this  House 
to  the  Natives.     I  also  wish  to  say  that  there 
arc  several  clauses  in  the  Native  Land  Court 
Bill  now  before  the  House  that  have  been  taken 
from  the  Bill  which  the  honourable  member  for 
the  East  Coast  has  introduced.    There  is  the 
matter  of  incorporating  and  setting  np  of  com- 
mittees.   No  doubt  that  has  been  token  out  of 
the  honourable  member's  Bill,  and  also  the 
matter  of  exchange.    What  I  should  like  to  say 
is  this :  It  is  a  pity  that  the  Premier  could  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  accept  the  whole  Bill. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  opposed  to  the  present 
laws  of  the  country.    It  aims  at  nothing  else 
than  the  utilising  of  the  Native  lands ;  it  gives 
the  Natives  power  to  deal  with  Europeans  or 
the  Government  direct,  and  to  settle  people  on 
the  lands  by  way  of  lease  to  the  Government 
or  to  Europeans,  or  sale  to  the  Government 
or  to  any  Europeans.     The  Natives  who  at- 
tended the  meeting  at  Gisbome  said  that  the 
Natives  had  not  the  means  of  stocking  their 
land ;  and  it  was  thought  fit  that  some  pro- 
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idakm  choald  be  set  out  in  the  Bill  intro- 
dnoed  by  the  bononrable  member  for  the  East 
Co*Bt  to  enable  tbem  to  obtain  funds  to  get 
■toek  or  to  clear  the  land,  ao  as  to  bring 
teiTmae  to  them,  and  also  to  provide  for  the 
increase  of  settlement  in  the  colony.  Kow, 
tonching  npon  the  Bill  itself,  there  are  clauses 
in  the  Bill  with  which  I  agree.  I  believe,  with 
the  Premier,  and  also  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Carroll,  that  some  of  its  clauses  are  good.  At 
the  aame  time  I  must  take  exception  to  other 
claoaea  in  the  Bill,  which  woald  do  nothing 
bot  tend  to  proToke  and  irritate  the  minds  of 
the  NatiTes :  such  clauses,  if  carried,  would 
tend  to  cause  trouble,  which  might  result  in 
Uoodsfaed.  There  is  no  doubt  about  tbat.  I 
leiar  to  clauses  60  and  61.  Now,  this  is  a 
kind  of  legislation  that  should  not  be  intro- 
daced  in  any  measure  that  is  intended  to  deal 
with  Kative  matters.  Here  you  have  clauses 
which  take  away  all  rights  from  the  Natives, 
and  vest  those  rights  in  persons  who  have  no 
right  whatever  to  the  soil  of  New  Zealand. 
They  may  have  a  piece  of  land  where  they 
live,  but  they  were  not  the  original  owners.  I 
think  such  clauses  as  these  are  nothing  but 
noUr  to  the  Native  owners.  Clause  60  vests 
the  power  in  a  Judge,  who  can  authorise  a 
■nrveyor  to  go  npon  Native  lands  and  cause 
a  sorvey  without  the  consent  of  the  Natives, 
thus  depriving  the  Native  owners  of  all  their 
rights.  I  think  that  is  very  unfair.  However, 
I  win  move  when  the  Bill  is  committed  that 
a  change  should  be  mads,  and  I  would  ask 
the  Premier  to  reconsider  the  matter,  and  to 
pot  in  a  clause  or  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that 
the  consent  of  the  Natives  should  be  obtained 
in  the  first  place.  Then,  clause  61  hands  over 
entirely  the  rights  of  the  Natives  to  the  Sur- 
vejor-General.  That  is  awfully  wrong.  There 
is  no  justice  in  that — depriving  the  Natives  of 
all  their  original  rights  to  the  soil,  and  then 
handing  them  over  to  a  person  who  practically 
has  no  right  at  all.  It  is  not  only  on  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi,  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  Natives 
base  their  rights  to  the  soil,  but  on  the  fact 
that  they  were  original  owners  coupled  with 
that  Treaty.  I  think  it  is  very  unfair  that 
a  measure  should  be  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment to  deprive  the  Natives  of  their  original 
rights.  Now,  leaving  that,  I  should  like  to 
refer  to  the  clauses  that  set  out  the  matter 
of  surveys  and  survey  costs.  This  is  a  very 
important  matter.  Under  this  Bill,  as  honour- 
able members  can  see,  surveys  can  be  forced 
npon  the  Native  lands  whether  the  Natives 
like  it  or  not.  Now,  it  is  very  unfair  that, 
where  surveys  are  forced  on  the  Natives 
whether  they  like  it  or  not,  the  charges  for 
tfae  survey  should  be  laid  upon  the  land,  and 
tbat  they  should  be  charged  a  cruel  interest 
of  5  per  cent,  on  the  principal.  If  the  Natives 
are  unable  to  pay  such  survey-cost,  the  interest 
to  be  paid  continues.  I  think  that  is  very 
imfair.  However,  I  shall  endeavour  to  intro- 
dnoe  something  that  may  be  reasonable,  and  I 
wonld  ask  the  Fremidr  and  his  colleagues  to 
act  as  reasonably  as  possible  and  try  to  put  the 
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thing  into  a  reasonable  form,  I  think  the 
rights  of  the  Natives  should  be  acknowledged. 
There  is  another  thing  I  should  like  to  see  in 
this  Bill.  The  minority  here  is  shown  to  have 
full  power  over  the  majority.  This  is  unfair. 
If  the  principle  laid  down  by  this  Parliament, 
or  by  any  Parliament,  was  that  the  minority 
should  rule  the  majority,  it  would  be  all 
right.  In  this  House  the  majority  must  rule, 
and,  if  it  is  recognised  that  it  is  right  for  the 
majority  to  rule  here,  it  ought  also  to  be 
recognised  in  the  matter  of  the  Native  lands. 
The  majority  of  the  owners  interested  in 
alienating  the  block  of  land  should  be  recog- 
nised, instead  of  the  minority.  We  have  had 
cases  for  several  years  in  which  trouble  has 
been  brought  upon  the  Natives  by  one  single 
individual.  I  venture  to  say,  if  this  Bill  is 
passed  in  the  shape  it  is  in  at  the  present  time, 
the  inevitable  result  will  be  that  trouble  will 
again  arise  among  the  Natives.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it,  I  think,  that  this  Parliament 
should  try  to  avoid  all  that  as  far  as  possible. 
As  the  Premier  has  agreed  to  deal  separately 
with  the  part  of  this  Bill  which  refers  to  the 
Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  over  Native  lands, 
I  will  reserve  my  right  of  speaking  on  that 
until  it  is  brought  forward. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— You  may  not  have 
the  opportunity. 

Mr.  HEKE. — Well,  speaking  upon  this  point, 
I  think  we  have  had  so  many  cases  bearing 
upon  it  that  it  may  be  accepted  by  members  of 
the  House  that  wo  have  just  grounds  for  say- 
ing that  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  over 
Native  lands  should  cease  altogether.  We  hear 
honourable  members  on  the  Government  side 
urging  this:  that  the  Natives  have  suffered 
materially  in  respect  of  dealings  with  indivi- 
duals, and  that  by  allowing  the  Crown  to  deal 
with  them  the  effectswould  not  be  so  disastrous 
to  the  Natives,  and  tbat  it  would  be  better, 
therefore,  that  the  dealings  with  the  Crown 
should  be  mode  with  the  Natives  direct.  I 
can  bring  before  this  House  evidence  to  show 
that  the  transactions  which  have  taken  place 
between  the  Government  and  the  Natives 
have  been  just  as  bad  as  the  dealings  which 
have  transpired  between  private  individuals 
and  the  Natives.  In  fact,  we  have  before  a 
Committee  of  this  House  a  petition  which 
shows  clearly  that  even  direct  dealings  with 
the  Crown  have  been  to  the  Natives  more 
disastrous  than  dealings  by  the  Natives  with 
individuals.  And  here  I  wish  to  urge,  and 
again  repeat  that,  if  the  Government  wish  to 
prevent  disastrous  effects  from  falling  upon  the 
Natives  in  respect  of  any  transaction  made  be- 
tween the  Natives  and  Europeans,  they  should 
provide  all  necessary  safeguards  to  prevent 
sharp  practice.  That  is  all.  And  I  think  the 
matter  of  having  Native  committees,  so  that 
every  negotiation  or  transaction  with  the  Native 
owners  of  land,  either  by  individuals  or  by  the 
Crown,  should  go  through  the  committees, 
should  be  agreed  to.  The  majority  should  be 
recognised,  and  the  consent  of  the  majority 
should  be  obtained  in  the  first  place  be- 
fore the  committee  is  able  to  deal  with  any 
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land  or  any  proposition  put  before  it  by  the 
Native  owners.  Touching  upon  the  question 
of  pre-emptive  right  again,  I  have  had  several 
communications  from  Europeans  and  Natives 
where  they  say  the  offers  made  to  them  by 
Government  purchasers  are  far  too  small,  and 
by  comparing  the  offers  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  private  oSers  it  shows  that  between 
the  Government  offers  and  the  private  offers 
there  is  a  great  disparity.  In  many  cases  the 
private  offers  are  in  amount  treble  those  made 
by  the  Government,  and  in  many  oases  they 
are  four  or  five  times  greater  than  the  prices 
offered  by  the  Government.  In  that  case,  I 
should  like  to  say  this:  that  any  measure 
that  is  introduced  into  this  House  to  obtain 
betterment  or  the  unearned  increment  should 
not  be  applied  to  Native  property.  Here  the 
Crown  takes  everything  under  this  by  offering 
the  Native  merely  2s.  for  his  land,  where  pri- 
vate owners  would  offer,  no  doubt,  £1.  I  say 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind,  which  is  in- 
troduced to  obtain  the  unearned  increment, 
should  not  be  applied  to  Native  land  at  all, 
and  even  rates  should  be  avoided  altogether, 
and  all  stamp  duty  on  Native-land  trans- 
actions should  be  avoided.  I  think  this  is  only 
a  fair  argflment  to  be  used  in  respect  of  the 
right  of  the  Crown  with  regard  to  Native  land. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— At  this  hour  of  the  morning 
I  do  not  intend  to  keep  the  House  long,  but 
perhaps  it  would  be  better,  if  no  other  mem- 
bers wish  to  speak,  that  I  should  say  a  few 
words  now.  First,  I  have  to  say  that  the  Bill 
has  been  divided  by  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee into  two  parts.  The  first  portion  deals 
with  what  may  be  termed  the  machinery  set 
up  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  Native  title, 
and  for  settling  disputes  between  the  Natives 
in  respect  of  their  land,  probates,  successions, 
and  so  on.  The  second  portion  deals  with  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  deaJing  with 
Native  lands,  or  in  administering  Native  lands. 
I  propose  to  say  a  few  words  under  this  head- 
ing, but,  before  I  do,  I  may  refer  to  one  or  two 
remarks  that  the  Premier  used  when  speaking 
of  his  visit  to  Native  settlements  recently.  I 
quite  approve  of  what  he  did  in  making  him- 
self, as  Native  Minister,  acquainted  with  the 
desires  and  views  of  the  Native  people.  I  give 
him  every  credit  for  performing  his  duty  in 
that  reppect ;  but  I  was  rather  surprised  at  the 
way  he  put  it,  as  if  it  had  not  been  the  custom 
formerly  for  Native  Ministers  to  do  this.  It 
may  be  that  he  really  did  not  mean  to  give  to 
bis  words  the  meaning  that  they  convey.  We 
know  that  various  Ministers  in  this  colony — 
Sir  Donald  McLean,  Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Biyce,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ballance, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  RoUeston,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cad- 
man — have  visited  the  Native  settlements  and 
seen  the  Natives,  in  order  to  ascertain  their 
views.  And,  even  though  I  was  never  Native 
Minister,  yet  when  I  was  in  office  I  visited 
the  Native  settlements  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  the  Natives,  especially  with  refer- 
ence to  my  idea  of  dealing  with  their  lands ; 
80  that  I  know  something  about  them  too.  I 
will  now  point  out  what  the  attitude  of  the 
Mr.  Eeke 


Native  people  is  generally  in  reference  to  deal- 
ing  with  their  lands.  To  the  Maori  race  the 
land  is  everything.  It  is  their  sole  possession. 
They  have  not  advanced  so  far  as  to  become 
an  agricultural  people  in  our  sense  of  the  term. 
When  we  came  to  this  colony  they  were  nei- 
ther pastoralists  nor  agriculturists  ;  they  lived 
mainly  by  hunting,  and  it  is  only  after  long 
training  that  you  can  expect  any  race  to  settle 
down  and  become  an  agricultural  people.  It 
is  absurd  to  compare  their  race  with  ours. 
Men  of  our  race  have  been  accustomed  to 
agriculture  by  a  thousand  years'  descent  and 
training.  We  must  therefore,  in  dealing  with 
the  Maori  people,  make  allowance  for  their  his- 
tory and  heredity,  and  not  expect  too  much 
from  them,  or  that  they  will  follow  our  ways 
very  readily.  As  I  have  said,  the  land  is  their 
only  possession.  They  have  had  no  training  in 
manufactures.  It  would  take  hundreds  of  years 
before  you  could  expect  them  to  follow  on  onr 
lines.  Then,  the  next  thing  is  this:  They  are 
not  a  people  that  have  been  trained  to  in- 
dividualism, such  as  our  race  has  been  trained 
to.  They  are  still  in  the  communal  stage, 
and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  expect  them 
to  get  out  of  that  stage  at  once.  In  deal- 
ing with  them,  we  must  deal  with  them  as 
they  are,  and  not  as  we  would  like  them  to 
be, — -although,  I  must  say,  it  seems  to  me  that 
on  the  part  of  our  own  race  there  is  a  tendency 
to  revert  to  what  is  termed  socialism,  and  to 
do  away  in  many  respects  with  individualism ; 
and  we  ought  therefore  to  make  allowance 
for  the  Maori  people.  I  make  these  few  re- 
marks because  they  bear  on  the  manner  is 
which  I  think  the  Native  lands  should'be  dealt 
with.  We  must  not  forget,  I  say,  that  the  Na- 
tives are  a  communal  people  living  in  a  com- 
munal state,  and  that  they  are  not  yet  advanced 
enough  to  be  treated  like  races  trained  in  in- 
dividualism. What  does  the  Bill  propose  to  do? 
So  far  as  the  first  part  of  the  Bill  is  concerned, 
I  agi'oe  generally  with  its  provisions.  I  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  them.  On  the  contrary, 
I  believe  that  the  Bill,  if  passed  into  law,  will 
confer  many  benefits  upon  the  Maori  people  in 
the  ascertainment  of  their  titles,  and  in  their 
dealing  with  land,  especially  in  so  far  as  con- 
cerns leases.  The  new  part  of  the  Bill  really  is 
that  referring  to  the  Appellate  Court  in  refer- 
ence to  Native  titles.  I  approve  of  the  pro- 
vision for  an  Appellate  Court.  It  was  what 
I  suggested  some  years  ago  when  I  was  ex- 
amined before  the  Boyal  Commission,  and  I 
think,  if  honourable  members  will  turn  up  the 
evidence  I  gave,  they  will  find  that  I  then 
sketched  out  what  I  believe  the  Appellate  Goort 
should  be.  I  did  that,  having  been  engaged 
in  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  luiowing  the 
difficulties  in  reference  to  the  ascertainment 
of  Native  title.  It  will  be  seen  that  Part  X. 
is  that  which  deals  with  the  Appellate  Court. 
What  it  does  is  this,  and  I  do  not  see  any- 
thing wrong  in  it :  It  says  to  the  Maori  people, 
"  You  shall  have  the  same  right  of  appeal  to 
this  new  tribunal  as  Europeans  have  in  carry- 
ing a  dispute  to  the  Court  of  Appeal.  An 
Appellate  Court  is  set  up  for  you,  and  the  ma-- 
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«biiiei7  is  set  ap  to  give  you  what  is  equivalent 
to  a  second  hearing."    There  is  no  limit  in  re- 
ference to  the  appeal,  and  I  do  not  know  if  it 
iroDld  be  mse  to  nave  a  limit.     The  only  dis- 
tinction between  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  and 
irhst  I  advocated  in  giving  evidence  before  the 
Boral  CommiBsion  is  that  in  my  proposal  I 
suggested  that  all   evidence   should  be  taken 
down  in  miting  in  the  Court  of  first  instance — 
the  Court  which  has  first  to  hear  applications 
to  determine  who  are  the  owners  of  the  land. 
That  evidence  would-  be   all   taken   down  in 
writing.    Now,  if  it  were  taken  down  in  writ- 
ing, after  the  Court  had  given  its  decision,  if 
any  party  was  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of 
tbe  Court  he  would  have  the  right  to  go  to  the 
Appellate  Court,  and  that  Court  would  not  have 
to  taketresh  evidence,  but  would  have  to  decide 
tbe  case  on  the  evidence  given  in  the  lower 
Court,  except  under  special  circumstances,  and 
veiy  strong  reasons  being  shown  for  a  contrary 
course  being  pursued.    It  seems  to  me  that  this 
Fkrt  X.  should  be  amended  in  that  direction. 
I  un  very  sorry  that  I  did  not  attend   the 
Kative  Affairs  Committee,    and   I    certainly 
voiild  bave  done  so  but  for  the  fact  that  I  had 
so  many  other  Committees  to  attend;  and,  if 
I  bad  done  so,  I  would  have  tried  to  get  the  Bill 
amended  in  that  direction.     The  difficulty  in 
this  Part  is  this, — and  I  hope  the  Premier  will 
consider  what  I  am  saying,   because  I  think 
be  should  move  in  this  direction:  Under  this 
Bill  we  will  suppose  a  case  is  to  be  heard.    We 
know  that  some  cases  at  present  take  over  four 
months  to  hear.     Under  this  Bill  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  will  be  gone  over  again  before  the 
Appellate  Court,  so  that  it  will  be  gone  over  in 
Court  perhaps  twice.   I  think  that  is  a  mistake. 
It  vill  entail  a  great  deal  of  expense  on  the 
Dative  people,  and  1  think  that  is  unfair.    The 
whole  of  the  evidence  should  be  given  in  the 
£i5t  instance,   and    then    no   fresh    evidence 
should  be  admitted  except  upon  very   strong 
jrounda,  such  as  absolute  sickness  at  the  time 
of  the  first  hearing,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
Then  let  the  higher  Court  be  guided  by  the 
original  evidence,  listen  to  arguments  based 
npon  that    evidence,    and    give    its    decision 
accoidinglv.     I  therefore  approve  of   the  ap- 
pellate tribunal,  subject  to  the   limitations   I 
nave  set  out.    There  is  another  point,  and  that 
is  in  reference  to  the  surveys.     I  think  the 
lorveyors  who  survey  the  land  with  the  con- 
tent of  the  Natives  ought  to  have  a  lien  or 
charge  upon  it,  and  when  the  land  is  sold  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  that  lien  ought  to  be  met. 
The  only  other  thing  is  what  was  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Uaori  District,  as  to  the  power  to  make  surveys 
—whether  there  ought  to  be  power  to  survey 
without  the  approval  of  the  owners  of  the  land. 
12  30    ^''^'^^  "  '^  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both 
sides  of  that  question,  but  the  difficulty 
about  the  thing  is  as  to  the  owner  of  the  land. 
Tou  may  not  be  able  to  ascertain  the  owner 
before  survey  until  a  Court  decides ;  and  if,  for 
example,  one  section  of  tbe  Natives  say  the 
jand  is  theirs,  and  another  section  say  the  land 
is  theirs,  who  is  to  give  the  right  of  survey  ? 


Some  would  say  if  it  were  given  to  the  person 
who  had  a  sort  of  mana  over  the  land  it  would 
remove  the  trouble,  and  therefore  it  might  be 
wise  for  both  parties  to  leave  the  discretion  to 
the  Native  Minister.  But  in  that  respect  the 
Bill  is  not  so  objectionable  as  the  honourable 
member  forthe  Northern  Maori  District  thought. 
I  sheJl  not  say  more  about  the  general  principles 
of  the  Bill  than  to  again  repeat  that  I  gene- 
rally approve  of  the  amendments  made,  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  if  this  first  part  is  carried  out, 
that  it  will  be  found  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  Maori  people.  As  to  Division  II.,  I  hold 
very  strong  views,  and  I  doubt  if  it  is  any 
improvement  on  "  The  Native  Land  Adminis- 
tration Act,  1886."  Notwithstanding  that  that 
Act  was  repealed,  and  that  no  transactions 
were  brought  under  it,  I  still  believe  we  ought 
to  go  on  similar  lines  in  dealing  with  Maori 
lands ;  and  that  leads  me  to  reiterate  what  I 
said  before,  that  the  Maoris  are  a  communal 
people,  and  we  ought  to  allow  them  committees 
to  manage  their  land — committees  of  owners. 
I  agree  with  Mr.  Fere  that  the  committee  sys- 
tem should  be  tried.  That  is  one  reason  why 
I  urge  the  passing  of  a  law  to  set  aside  a  block 
of  a  hundred  thousand  acres  in  the  Poverty  Bay 
District,  and  to  appoint  committees  to  manage 
the  lands.  I  do  not  think  we  should  have 
any  land-purchasing  at  all  excepting  in  special 
cases;  and  even  then  we  do  not  need  to  bor- 
row the  money.  If  we  said  to  the  Maori 
people,  "  If  you  wish  to  sell  your  land,  here 
is  the  Waste  Lands  Board  to  act  for  you 
as  your  kaiwhakahaere, — as  your  agent  for  ad- 
ministering your  Native  land ;  you  can  have 
your  own  committees,  who  can  confer  with  the 
Land  Board  as  to  the  mode  in  which  you  wish 
your  land  disposed  of.  If  you  wish  it  sold,  it 
can  be  sold  through  the  operation  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  :  it  may  be  sold  under  the  terms 
of  the  Land  Act  for  cash  by  auction."  I  think 
that  would  be  a  fair  thing.  We  should  allow 
them  to  put  it  up  to  auction,  the  Land  Board 
to  have  the  right  to  get  payment  for  the  survey 
and  a  certain  portion  for  reading  the  land.  The 
amount  would  be  limited  by  Act.  This  course 
would  be  cheaper;  and  if  the  Maoris  wished  to 
lease  it,  either  under  the  lease  in  perpetuity  or 
the  perpetual  lease,  they  should  have  the  right 
to  do  so,  and  the  colony  need  not  buy  an  acre 
of  land.  It  would  simply  be  the  agent  for  the 
purpose  of  sale,  and  the  Maori  people  would  get 
the  proceeds.  Native-land-purchase  I  believe 
to  be  a  great  evil,  and  private  dealings  in  land 
a  curse,  for  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  whole- 
sale individualisation  of  titles  and  free-trade  in 
Native  land.  I  do  not  think  that  is  right  at  all. 
You  must  have  a  limit,  and  you  must  stop 
people  from  buying  land  in  large  blocks.  If 
the  Maoris  wish  to  lease  only,  as  has  been  done 
on  the  west  coast  of  tbe  North  Island,  you  need 
not  prevent  their  doing  so.  The  Maoris,  un- 
fortunately, have  not  learnt  much  thrift  or  fore- 
sight, and  I  am  afraid  the  tendency  in  them 
would  be  to  sell  more  land  than  they  ought  to 
sell,  and  not  to  reserve  sufficient  for  them- 
selves. That  system  should  be  adopted,  and 
all  private  dealings  in  land  stopped.     I  am. 
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willing  to  give  the  Native  Minister  all  neces- 
sary assistance  to  protect  the  Maoris ;  and, 
instead  of  the  State  buying  land,  I  would  say 
to  the  Natives,  "  If  you  wish  to  sell  your  land 
you  must  consult  the  Waste  Lands  Board  ;  we 
will  aid  you  to  survey  and  road  it,  and  in  that 
way  you  will  get  full  value  for  your  land,  and 
we  can  pat  a  stop  to  those  who  rob  you  of  it." 
The  Natives  will  get  value,  and  the  colony 
every  benefit.  The  Maoris  have  very  great 
grievances,  but  I  do  not  think  that  adopting  the 
right  of  pre-emption  will  remedy  them.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  "  pre-emption  ?  "  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
that  pre-emption  simply  means  that  the  Crown 
is  to  have  the  first  ofier,  but  it  was  never  meant 
by  pre-emption  that  the  Crown  was  to  have  the 
first  offer  at  a  lower  price  than  the  Maoris  could 

Set  from  other  people.  I  had  a  letter  from  a 
loori  yesterday,  in  which  he  states — I  need 
not  give  the  names — that  he  had  an  interest 
in  a  block  of  GOO  acres  or  700  acres,  hut  the 
Government  had  put  a  Proclamation  upon  the 
land.  Apparently  the  Government  is  offer- 
ing someching  like  12s.  6d.  an  acre  for  land 
worth  £3  an  acre.  The  land  was  assessed  at  £3 
an  acre,  and  there  was  a  person  in  the  district 
who  would  have  given  that  price  for  it ;  and  I 
say  it  is  entirely  unfair  for  the  Government 
to  say  to  the  Natives,  "  You  must  give  us  this 
land  at  12s.  6d.,  although  an  outside  purchaser 
would  give  £3  for  it."  How  would  Europeans 
like  to  be  treated  in  that  way  ?  Under  "  The 
Native  Bights  Act,  1865,"  they  are  entitled 
to  the  same  rights  as  Europeans,  and  there- 
fore the  Maoris  have  a  great  grievance,  and  I 
sympathize  with  them.  We  have  no  right 
to  seize  their  land  at  a  price  less  than  they 
can  get  for  it  in  the  open  market  from  other 
people.  That  is  what  they  object  to,  and  I 
would  urge  the  House  to  consider  that  ob- 
jection. Uf  course  I  will  move  in  that  direc- 
tion, and,  whether  successful  or  not,  I  believe 
in  doing  what  I  consider  is  just  for  Maoris 
and  Europeans  alike.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  every  detail  is  perfect  in  "The  Native 
Land  Administration  Act,  1886,"  but  I  wish 
to  see  that  principle  in  force.  We  should  go  to 
the  Maori  people  and  say  to  them,  "If  you 
wish  to  sell  your  lands  we  will  act  for  you 
as  a  medium  in  the  sale.  You  shall  get  the 
very  best  price  that  can  be  got  for  your  land ; 
it  shall  be  sold  by  auction ;  we  will  not  allow 
you  to  sell  it  in  large  blocks,  bnt  with  the  same 
restrictions  as  our  waste  lands  are  sold  under. 
We  will  help  you  by  making  a  temporary  ad- 
vance for  reading  and  survey,  and  the  Auditor- 
General  shall  see  that  the  money  is  properly 
applied.  You  will  get  cash  for  it,  and  you  will 
get  rid  of  the  people  who  live  on  you— the 
agents  and  Commissioners.  Or,  if  you  wish  to 
lease  the  land,  we  will  prepare  it  for  you  ;  we 
will  get  the  rents  audited,  and  we  will  arrange 
for  their  collection,  and  see  that  justice  is 
done."  What  harm  could  there  be  in  giving 
the  Maoris  this  right  7  It  is  unfair  to  expect 
that  the  race  can  compete  with  us  in  land- 
dealing  or  in  anything  else,  and  we  ought  to 
try  to  do  what  wo  can  to  preserve  the  race. 
Sir  B.  Stout 


To  force  them  to  go  into  the  open  market  and 
compete  with  us  is  to  ask  a  race  which  has  for 
years  lived  a  communal  existence  to  jump  &t 
once  to  a  higher  civilisation,  and  no  race  can 
do  so.  The  lines  I  have  mentioned  are  the  ones 
that  reform  should  take,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  a  fair  compromise,  and  one  the  Maoris  will 
accept.  But  if  you  force  on  them  this  pre- 
emption, and  take  the  Imid  from  them  at  any 
price,  you  are  casting  a  great  burden  on  them, 
and  they  will  consider  that  they  are  resting 
under  a  heavy  grievance,  which  no  amount  of 
speech  will  ever  get  rid  of.  All  I  ask  this 
House  to  do  is  to  give  the  Maori  people  real 
justice  ;  and  we  can  give  them  that  justice 
without  doing  any  injustice  to  other  parts  of 
the  population  of  this  colony.  We  have  by 
law — our  honour  itself — pledged  to  treat  them 
as  we  treat  Europeans.  They  have  eqaaJ 
rights  with  us,  and  I  say  it  is  utterly  un- 
fair that  we  should  seize  their  land  at  a  less 
price  than  they  can  get  for  it  from  other 
people.  That,  I  think,  is  the  line  reform  should 
take.  Then,  they  want  committees  to  act  for 
the  owners  of  the  land  ;  and  we  should  allow 
them  to  elect  their  own  committees  to  manage 
the  land.  They  can  elect  them  annually  or 
triennially,  and  the  committees  can  confer 
with  the  Land  Board,  and  the  Ltuid  Board  con 
proceed  to  deal  with  the  land,  and  you  can 
reserve  burial-places,  pas,  and  cultivations,  and 
by  that  means  you  will  educate  the  race  and 
do  what  you  can  do  to  preserve  it.  I  have  to 
say  one  word  more.  There  is  no  doubt  thafe 
the  Maori  race  is  lessening  in  population  very 
largely.  In  the  North  of  Auckland,  where  you 
would  think  the  Maori  race  would  be  better 
preserved  than  in  other  parts  of  New  Zea- 
land, there  is  great  trouble  amongst  them. 
They  are  decreasing  very  much  in  nnmbcrs ; 
diseases  have  got  amongst  them,  more  par- 
ticularly consumption,  and  there  is  a  bitter 
outlook  in  many  respects  for  the  race.  Let  us 
look  at  the  thing  fairly  in  tbo  face.  We  have 
to  remember,  therefore,  if  we  wish  to  preserve 
them  and  their  lands  from  ruin,  we  must 
preserve  the  land  for  their  successors  —  the 
Crown  is  the  ultiTtia  lueres — so  that  in  that 
respect  wo  are  not  putting  our  population 
to  any  undue  strain  in  looking  at  it  from  the 
race  point  of  view  as  far  as  effecting  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Maori  race  is  concerned. 
There  is  another  reason  why  wo  ought  to  take 
great  care  that  the  race  should  be  preserved 
and  not  be  lost.  It  is  a  noble  race,  with  many 
noble  qualities  ;  and  on  the  ground  of  brother- 
hood, now  that  we  live  amongst  them,  we  ought 
to  strain  a  point  to  preserve  them,  just  as  if 
they  were  our  own  flesh.  I  say  it  is  entirely  un- 
just, entirely  inhumane,  for  this  colony  to  kill 
the  race :  for  that  will  be  the  case  if  you  force 
them  into  individualising  their  titles  and  intro- 
duce free-trade  in  land.  I  appeal  specially  to 
this  House  to  consider  the  principle  of  the  laws 
we  have  passed  to  limit,  as  it  may  be  termed, 
individualisation  in  the  struggle  for  life.  What 
are  our  Factories  Act,  our  Shop-assistants  Act, 
and  all  the  restrictions  we  arc  passing  this 
session,  and  passed  in  the  last  Parliament  ?    It 
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U  the  ptoteat  againBt  extreme  individualism — 
against  the  extreme  struggle  for  life.  It  says 
there  are  weak  ones  amongst  ourselves  that 
have  to  be  preserved,  and  if  you  allow  extreme 
individualism  and  capitalistic  monopoly  the 
weak  ones  must  go  to  the  wall.  If  we  ore  doing 
this  for  our  own  people,  why  should  we  not  apply 
the  same  law  to  the  Maori  race  in  order  that 
it  may  be  preserved  with  far  more  care  than 
it  has  been?  I  do  therefore  beg  that  their 
lands  be  dealt  with  under  the  system  I  have 
indicated.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  it  can 
be  worked  out  without  trouble.  I  believe  it 
«an  be  worked  out  with  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  the  Maori  people.  It  may  be  that 
the  .-Vet  of  188G  was  not  accepted  by  them ; 
they  did  not  understand  it,  and  they  hod  what 
were  called  pakeha-Maoris  who  denounced  it, 
and  said  it  would  do  great  injury  to  the  Maori 
people,  because  they  wanted  what  is  called 
indjvidualisation  of  titles  to  enable  them  to  get 
bold  of  the  land.  They  wanted  to  have  the 
tight  to  purchase  at  whatever  price  they  pleased, 
and  that  was  the  class  who  opposed  the  intro- 
daction  of  the  Act.  I  believe  it  is  the  only  Act 
that  would  tend  to  preserve  the  race  and  to  do 
equal  justice  to  both,  and  I  wish  this  House  to 
remember  that  in  doing  what  I  ask  it  is  not 
inflicting  injury  upon  the  European  people, 
but  it  will  really  be  raising  the  same  feelings 
«f  brotherhood  amongst  them  when  we  sh^ 
have  done  what  we  can  to  preserve  the  Maori 
people. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  1st  October,  IS94. 


Vast  Beading— Major  C.  Brown— Land  tor  Settle- 
ments Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PUAYEBS. 

FIRST  READIiilG. 
^cw  Zealand  Consols  Bill. 

MAJOR  C.  BROWN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  brought  up 
the  following  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  on  the  petition  of  Major  Charles 
Brown : — 

"  Tbo  Public  Petitions  Committee,  having 
carefully  considered  the  petition  of  Major  C. 
Brown,  of  Taranaki,  praying  for  inquiry  into 
alleged  grievances,  ana  that  he  be  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  removing  the  great  reproach 
cast  on  his  long  pnblio  service,  and  having 
taken  evidence  l£ereon,  have  the  honour  to  re- 
port that  your  Committee,  having  considered  all 
the  facts  brought  before  them,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  have  the  case 
folly  investigated  by  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 


Native  Land  Court,  and  that  the  Government 
should  take  the  necessary  steps  for  this  pur- 
pose." 

He  moved.  That  tlie  report  do  lie  on  the  tabU. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLKY  thought  it 
was  only  fair  to  the  Guvemmont  that  he  should 
make  some  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee.  In  the  first  place, 
he  would  say  that  he  had  no  desire  whatever  to 
cast  the  slightest  reflection  upon  the  Commit- 
tee ;  but  unfortunately  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cadman, 
who  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  some 
time,  had  not  been  able  to  attend  the  Commit- 
tee and  give  evidence.  The  Committee  reported 
without  taking  his  evidence,  and  without 
having  taken  the  evidence  of  any  one  from  the 
Native  0£Bce.  If  the  Government  had  been 
asked  they  would  have  put  before  the  Commit- 
tee evidence  of  a  character  that  would  have 
justified  the  action  taken  by  the  Government. 
He  therefore  begged  to  move.  That  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  be  suspended,  in  order  that  he 
might  move  that  the  report  hb  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  taking  evi- 
dence which  would  be  submitted  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  that  this 
petition  had  been  a  long  time  under  considera- 
tion. The  Committee  had  been  watting  for 
more  evidence,  which  they  had  sought  again 
and  again.  The  Native  Minister  and  the 
Minister  of  Justice  had  been  more  than  once 
invited  to  give  evidence,  and  they  were  invited 
to  attend  that  morning  when  the  Committee 
came  to  a  decision.  In  every  way  they  had 
sought  more  evidence,  if  more  was  to  be  had, 
and  had  carefully  considered  what  evidence 
there  was.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Brown's  petition 
had  been  sent  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  Na- 
tive JVffairs,  Mr.  Hoselden,  to  report  on,  and 
that  ofiicer  had  sent  in  a  fall  report,  which  had 
been  fully  considered.  If  the  motion  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  were  passed,  the  case  would 
again  be  considered  by  the  Committee  ;  but  he 
might  remark  that  already  it  hod  not  been 
loosely  considered,  but  very  deliberately,  and 
all  accessible  evidence  token.  The  Committee 
had  passed  no  opinion  whatever  on  the  action 
of  the  Government,  but  had  merely  recom- 
mended that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be 
granted  and  that  an  investigation  of  the  case 
be  made  by  an  independent  tribunal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said,  after  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, he  thought  tbo  Hon.  the  .ittorney-Goneral, 
who  had  quite  properly  endeavoured  to  put  the 
Government  in  a  proper  position  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  might  withdraw  his  proposal, 
and  lot  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  acted 
upon  by  the  Government.  It  was  only  a 
recommendation  for  an  investigation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— It  is  mora 
than  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  it  did  not 
seem  to  him  more  than  that.  His  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Bamicoat  had  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee expressed  no  opinion  on  the  subject ; 
they  merely  said  that  the  matter  ought  to  be 
investigated  by  a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court.  Major  Brown  hod  published  a  pamphlet. 
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\rhich  wax  merely,  of  course,  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment of  the  case  ;  but  on  reading  that  he  cer- 
tainly came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  investigated,  in  justice 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  Major  Brown 
himself. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIK  STEWART  said  of 
course  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  evidence 
the  Government  would  bring  before  the  Com- 
mittee, but,  assuming  that  the  documents 
which  had  been  brought  before  the  Committee 
disclosed  generally  the  nature  of  the  petitioner's 
grievances,  it  seemed  quite  obvious,  in  the 
first  place,  that  there  was  no  reflection  what- 
ever cast  on  the  Government ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee thought  that  the  circumstances  were 
sufficiently  doubtful,  to  put  it  in  the  mildest 
way,  to  justify  Major  Brown's  having  the 
matter  investigated  by  some  outside  tribunal ; 
and  that  tribunal  was  one  which  the  petitioner 
himself  suggested — namely,  the  Chief  Judge  of 
the  Native  Land  Court.  The  circumstances 
were  somewhat  involved.  The  chief  facts  were 
brought  out  before  District  Judge  Kettle,  who 
tried  a  case  in  which  the  circumstances  came 
out  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  jury  in  that  case 
held  practically  that  Major  Brown  had  correctly 
interpieted  the  document  in  regard  to  which  he 
was  now  impeached,  and  that,  in  fact,  so  far  as 
Major  Brown  was  concerned,  he  had  distinctly 
complied  with  his  duty  in  interpreting  the 
document.  It  was  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  some  other  charges  against  Major 
Brown;  but  the  Committee  did  not  consider 
themselves  called  upon  to  investigate  any 
charges  which  were  not  before  the  Committee, 
even  supposing  the  Government  could  bring 
forward  evidence  of  a  very  strong  character 
justifying,  in  their  opinion,  the  step  which 
they  had  taken.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Major 
Brown  had  been  connected  publicly  with  the 
Native  Department  for  a  considerable  number 
of  years.  As  far  as  could  be  known,  this  was 
the  first  imputation  which  had  been  cast  upon 
him — at  all  events  publicly.  He  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  circumstances,  but  he  was 
quite  satisfied  that  the  proper  CQurse,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Government  themselves,  was 
to  have  the  matter  investigated  by  some  out- 
side tribunal.  7%e  suggestions  or  insinuations 
which  had  been  levelled  against  Major  Brown 
were  of  a  very  grave  character,  and  such  that 
no  man  who  had  occupied  tlie  position  which 
ho  had  occupied  would  allow  to  rest.  There 
was  oDO  matter  which  he  wished  to  refer  to,  and 
that  was  that  the  Government  showed  a  very 
great  want  of  courtesy  —  not  intentional,  per- 
haps— to  these  Committees.  The  Committee 
met  morning  after  morning  ;  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  Government  had  been  commu- 
nicated with,  but  no  member  of  the  Government 
hod  attended  the  Committee,  or  sent  any  one 
to  represent  them.  Committees  were  very  often 
left  to  hunt  after  information  themselves  in 
order  to  bring  up  their  reports.  In  this  cose, 
the  correspondence  between  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Native  Affairs  (Sir.  Haselden)  and 
Major  Brown,  and  Major  Brown's  statement 
of  the  case,  and  Judge  Kettle's  report  were  all 
Hon.  Mr.  Pliarazyn 


brought  before  the  Committee,  and  were  con- 
sidered ;  and  upon  these  different  documents 
the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  case  was  a  matter  for  investigation  by  the 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court.  H» 
did  not  luiow  what  the  Council  might  say 
about  the  matter,  but  he  had  a  very  strong 
opinion  that  Major  Brown  was  entitled,  befora 
his  removal  from  office,  to  have  the  matter 
investigated  by  a  tribunal  in  which  Parliament 
would  have  confidence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  felt  that  he  was  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  of  most  members  of  the 
Committee  when  he  said  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  that  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  have  some  evidence  from  the 
Government  upon  this  question.  It  was  quite 
evident,  at  least  to  his  mind,  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  taken  the  a.ction  which 
they  did — namely,  that  of  striking  Major  Brown 
ofi  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  —  witboat 
having  some  good  reasons  for  doing  so.  The 
Committee  thought  it  was  very  unfortunate 
that  they  did  not  have  some  evidence  from  the 
Government.  At  any  rate,  for  his  part  he 
would  like  to  see  this  question  referred  back 
to  the  Committee,  so  that  such  evidence  as 
was  forthcoming  might  be  taken. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  and  he  looked  upon  the  case  as 
being  this — namely,  that  it  was  practically  a 
charge  against  the  Ooverimient.  That  was 
what  it  meant.  Major  Brown  contended  that 
he  had  been  unjustly  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  being  struck  off  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  and  having  bis  license  as  interpreter 
cancelled.  He  therefore  wanted  some  person 
outside,  whom  he  named,  to  be  appointed  to 
judge  the  case,  and  this  the  Committee  bad 
agreed  to — ho  (Mr.  Swanson)  thought,  not  very 
wisely,  for  it  was  unusual  for  a  man  on  hu 
trial  to  have  the  selection  of  bis  Judge.  Major 
Brown  asked  that  an  outside  power  should  in- 
vestigate the  case.  That  request  was  agreed  to. 
He  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  Judge,  and  he 
might  bo  entirely  impartial.  Even  if  the  Com- 
mittee had  waited  several  more  days,  he  still 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  have  been 
heard,  because,  if  the  report  meant  anything, 
it  meant  a  condemnation  of  their  conduct. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  might  not 
appear  so  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  legal 
mind,  but  it  did  so  to  his  mind.  Major  Brown 
complained  about  what  had  been  done  to  him, 
and  asked  to  have  inquiry  made  outside  the 
Government  before  there  was  any  chance  of 
the  Mmisters  being  heard  on  the  subject.  He 
would  support  the  motion,  with  a  view  to  the 
report  going  back  to  the  Committee  to  obtain 
further  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  had  no  objection  to 
the  report  being  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  new  evidence,  but  he 
demurred  to  the  statement  that  the  report  of 
a  Committee  on  the  petition  o!  a  petitioner 
who  had  a  grievance  could  properly  be  viewed 
as  a  charge  against  the  Government  because 
the  Committee  recommended  an  inquiry  by 
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the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court. 
One  of  the  functions  of  the  Xjegialatura  was  to 
redress  grievancea  of  petitioners  against  the 
Crown,  and,  if  no  redress  was  to  be  obtained 
against  the  Crown  by  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature, the  privilege  was  a  farce  and  a  delusion. 
Keither  this  nor  any  other  Government  was 
free  from  error,  and  the  Government  should  not 
consider  the  report  of  a  Committee,  honestly 
made,  a  hostile  one. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  knew  no- 
thing about  this  case,  but  he  wished  to  say 
that  there  was  no  question  that  within  the 
Province  of  Taranoki  Major  Brown  had  been  a 
good  servant  to  the  country,  and  it  did  appear 
to  him  that,  after  a  long  career,  lasting,  to  his 
knowledge,  thirty-three  or  thirty- four  years,  he 
aboold  not  be  denied,  at  all  events,  a  chance  of 
making  his  case  good.  He  should  be  very  glad 
to  seethe  case  referred  back  to  the  Committee. 
Hajor  Brown  had  served  the  country  in  a  laud- 
able manner  for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  had 
made  himself  respected  by  all  the  people  in 
the  Taranaki  Province. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWKN  said  the  Council  as  a 
whole  had  heard  nothing  about  the  merits  of 
this  case,  and  it  was  very  important  that  in 
OMning  to  any  decision  on  the  matter  they 
•hoold  have  the  whole  of  the  facts  before  them, 
because  it  appeared  that  there  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  man  at  stake  as  well  as  his  prospects ; 
and  there  was,  on  the  other  band,  the  question 
of  how  he  had  been  dealt  with.  He  did  not 
quite  understand,  as  the  matter  hod  now  come 
before  the  Council,  why  the  Committee  had  not 
had  the  information  they  wanted  before  them. 
He  onderstood  that  they  had  applied  for  it,  but, 
of  course,  it  was  not  always  convenient  for  a 
Hinister  to  be  present  when  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  work  going  on.  But  he  thought,  at  any 
rate,  all  the  documents  or  information  in  the  de- 
peitment  ought  to  have  been  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee without  delay.  In  the  Native  Depart- 
ment, for  instance,  there  were  Under-Secretaries 
and  others.who  could  have  given  the  information 
necessary.  He  thought  there  must  have  been 
some  depturtmental  neglect  in  the  matter.  He 
was  only  judging  from  what  had  been  stated  in 
the  Council.  As  the  matter  stood,  they  were 
aware  that  there  was  further  evidence  that 
could  be  got,  and,  in  the  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned, he  thought  that  such  evidence  should 
he  obtained. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  wished  the 
Council  to  understand  that  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  reflecting  upon  the  action  of  the 
Committee.  He  also  wished  to  inform  his 
bonoorable  friend  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man most  concerned,  who  had  been  summoned 
to  appear,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cadman,  was  unable  to 
attend,  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  been 
confined  to  his  bed  for  some  time ;  the  Com- 
mittee therefore  came  to  their  conclusion 
without  hearing  what  he  had  to  say  on  the 
matter.  He  thought  it  was  quite  as  much  in 
the  interest  of  Major  Brown  as  in  the  interests 
of  the  Government  that  this  information  should 
be  supplied  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  Oo- 
Tetnment.     He  held  that  it  was  only  right 


that  every  subject  of  Her  Majesty  should  peti- 
tion Parliament  if  he  chose  to  do  so,  and  he 
had  a  perfect  right  to  be  heard.  He  thought 
that  before  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
matter  the  Committee  might  have  had  a  little 
patience,  so  as  to  enable  the  evidence  to  be 
submitted  to  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That 
t)ie  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
further  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  hoped  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  having  moved  that  the  matter 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  would  see 
that  further  evidence  and  information  were 
brought  forward.  He  could  only  say  that  they 
had  been  endeavouring  to  get  evidence  from 
the  source  indicated  by  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  any 
more.  The  evidence  they  had  was  complete, 
ho  thought,  comprising  as  it  did  a  very  full 
report  from  the  Under-Secretary  for  Justice, 
He  understood  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  ab- 
solve the  Committee  from  any  charge  of  haste 
or  unfairness.  He  wished  to  state  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  that  the  last  thing  the  Com- 
mittee intended  was  to  impute  any  fault  to 
the  Government.  Their  desire  was  rather  to 
enable  the  Government  to  completely  excul- 
pate themselves.  At  present  the  Government 
seemed  to  him  to  have  committed  an  act  which 
might  admit  of  being  interpreted  harshly,  and 
such  a  tribunal  as  wets  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  absolve  the 
Government  from  any  such  charge.  He  hoped 
the  Colonial  Secretary  would  promise  that  fur- 
ther evidence  should  be  obtainable  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  should  not  have  to  sit 
again  and  again  awaiting  information  which 
they  were  not  able  to  acquire. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Council  would  be  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  evidence,  as  well  as  the 
report  that  was  brought  up  by  the  Committee, 
as  it  did  not  appear  to  bo  on  the  table  at 
present.  With  regard  to  those  members  of  the 
Committee  who  had  expressed  dissatisfaction 
at  the  whole  of  the  evidence  procurable  not 
being  taken,  there  was  no  evidence  or  copy  of 
the  proceedings  attached  to  the  report,  as  was 
usuelI  in  the  case  of  Committees  on  Bills.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  if  they  were  placed  in 
possession  of  the  proceedings  iu  manuscript 
they  might  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  when  it  came  down. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
matter  had  not  been  hastily  considered.  It 
had  been  before  the  Committee  a  number  of 
weeks,  and,  if  the  Government  had  not  placed 
such  evidence  before  the  Committee  as  they 
should  have  done,  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 
had  themselves  entirely  to  blame. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
explanation  he  hod  given,  that  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  department  was  ill  in  bed,  would 
have  prevented  the  honourable  gentleman  from 
casting  any  further  reflection  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 
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The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEW  ABT  said  there 
seemed  to  be  some  misunderstanding.  There 
■was  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  the  evidence 
available  being  given  by  the  Under  Secretary. 
In  no  case  had  there  been  any  reflection  on  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Cadman,  because,  so  far  as  he  could 
understand  the  case,  the  whole  thing  had  been 
conducted  by  correspondence.  As  far  as  he 
could  see,  the  Committee  had  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  before  them.  The  chief  dif- 
ference seemed  to  be  as  to  whether  the  matter 
should  be  referred  for  investigation  to  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  or  to  a  tri- 
bunal selected  by  the  Government  itself.  They 
thought  it  was  better,  on  the  whole,  that  the 
judicial  head  of  the  Native  Department  should 
decide  a  question  of  this  kind,  and  he  thought 
80  still.  But  it  seemed  to  him,  in  order  that 
there  should  be  no  suggestion  of  the  Committee 
having  come  hastily  to  a  conclusion,  if  there 
was  any  further  evidence  to  be  obtained,  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  be  so  obtained. 

Motion,  That  the  report  be  referred  back  to 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  further  evidence,  agreed  to. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  moved,  Tltat  the 
Bill  be  recommitted. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  trie  question." 


Buckley 

Feldwiok 

Jenkinson 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bowen 

Dignan 

Grace 

Holmes 

HacGregor 


Ayes,  8. 
Kelly 
Kenny 
Kerr 

Noes,  23. 
McLean 
Morris 
Oliver 
Peacock 
Pharazyn 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Stevens 


McCuUough 
Montgomery. 


Stewart 
Swtuisou 

Taiaroa 
Walker,  L. 
Whitmore 
Whyte 
Williams. 


Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Jennings.  Shrimski. 

Majority  against,  15. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  recommitted. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  8. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  moved  to  add  the 
following  proviso : — 

"  Provided  that  such  selection  may  be  com- 
posed of  first-class,  second-class,  and  third-class 
land;  and  that  the  sirea  selected  shall  be  so 
determined  that  the  acreage  of  each  class  shall 
not  exceed  proportionately  the  prescribed  maxi- 
mum." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause.' 


Aoland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Dignan 

Holmes 

Kelly 

Buckley 

Feldwiok 

Jenkinson 


Atbs,  23. 
MacGregor 
McLean 
Oliver 
Peacock 
Pharazyn 
Reynolds 
Richardson 

Noes,  8. 
Jennings 
Kenny 
Kerr 


Stevens 

Stewart 

Swanson 

Taiaixia 

Whitmore 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Montcomecy 
Bigg. 


Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Ormond.  McCuUoogh. 

Majority  for,  14. 
Proviso  added. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  moved.  That  the  ioi- 
lowing  new  clause  be  added  after  clause  6 : — 

"No  land  shall  be  taken  compulsorily  until 
a  description  thereof  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Council  of  the  county  in  which  such  Uad 
is  situated,  or,  in  any  county  in  which  'Thi 
Counties  Act,  1886,'  is  suspended,  to  tht 
Road  Boards  within  the  said  county,  and  tba 
said  county  or  the  majority  of  the  said  Bead 
Boards  have  reported  to  the  Governor  on  the 
suitability  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  County  Council  or 
Road  Boards  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  report 
their  opinion  within  fourteen  days  after  receipt 
of  such  description." 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  15. 
Acland  McLean  Stevens 

Bamicoat  Oliver  Swanson 

Bowen  Peacock  Walker,  L. 

Dignan  Reynolds  Whyte 

Holmes  Richardson        Williams. 

Nobs,  15. 
Bolt  Kelly  Pharazyn 

Buckley  Kenny  Rigg 

Feldwiok  Kerr  Stewart 

Jenkinson  MacGregor         Taiaroa 

Jennings  Montgomery      Whitmore. 

Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Ormond.  MoCuUoogh. 

The  Hon.  the  Chaibman  gave  his  casting-voti 
with  the  "  Noes." 
New  clause  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  with  further  amendment. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  fin 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  1st  October,  1894. 


First  Readings— Factories  Bill — Ooverament  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Bill. 


Mr.    Speakeb  took  the  chair  at   hali-paM 
seven  o'clock. 
Praters. 
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FIRST  BEADINGS. 
Mining   Bill,   Native   Iiand  (Yalidation  of 
Titles)  Bill. 

FACTOBIES  BILL. 
On  the  coDsideration    of    the    amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill, 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  though  ha   should    not 
ask  the  Hoaso  to  agree  with  all  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this 
Bill,  yet  at  the  same  time  it  was  his  pleasant 
dnty  to  express  his  sense   of   the  reasonable, 
fair,  and  businesslike  spirit  in  which,  on  the 
vhole,  this  Bill  appear>)a  to  have  been  treated 
in  another  place.     On  more  than  one  occasion 
he  bad  had  to  protest — sometimes  rather  vigor- 
ondy— against  the  manner  in  which  labour 
Bills,  so-called,  had  been  treated  by  the  Coun- 
«d];  and  so  he  thought  it  was  only  proper 
en  this  occasion  to  say  exactly  the  opposite, 
because  it  was  right  that  the  spirit  in  which 
the  Council  had  treated   this  Bill  should  he 
f&iriy  recognised.     A  number  of  amendments 
bad  been  made,  but   with  many  of   them  he 
should   not   ask   the   House   to   disagree.     In 
some  cases  these  amendments  were  positive 
improvements,  and  appeared  to  have  bieen  in- 
ssited  with  a  genuine   intention  of   making 
the  Bill  better.     In  one  or  two  other  oases 
the  amendments  made  were  really  of  the  most 
tti^g  character.    In  certain  other  cases  he 
did  not  consider  that  the  amendments  were 
improrements,  but,  as  some  of  them  were  of 
so  importance,  he  should  not  ask  the  House 
to  disagree  with  them.    Certain  of  the  amend- 
ments,   however,    were    distinctly   blots,    he 
thoDght,  on  the  Bill,  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  his  asking  the  House  to  disagree 
with  them,  and  asking  the  House  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  reasons   for  disagree- 
ment. He  would  not,  unless  the  Honse  wished, 
dwell  upon  those  amendments  with  which  he 
sbonld  not  ask  the  House  to  disagree,  but  would 
briefly  explain  the  amendments  with  which  he 
wished  the  House  to  disagree.     First  of  all, 
there  was  an  amendment  in  the  first  line  of 
the  new  subsection  put  into  clause  20.    That 
«a>  a  very  good  subsection,  or  was  intended  to 
be :  that  was  to  say,  it  insisted  that  a  record 
should  be  kept  in  every  factory  of  the  sums 
earned  by  the  workers  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
iobmission   to  the  Inspector,  who  should,  of 
course,  use  it  in  the  preparation  of  his  annual 
report,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  conditions 
which  regulated  the  using  of  all  information 
given  by  factories.     However,  in  wording  it — 
probably  inadvertently — the  word  "wages" 
had  been  nsed  instead  of   "  earnings  " — that 
was  to  say,  a  record  was  to  be  kept  of  the  wages 
paid.   It  ought  to  have  been  of  the  "earnings  " 
paid  or  received,  because,  of  course,  wages  paid 
would  exclude,  he  believed,  under  a  decision, 
the  earnings  of  piece-workers;  and  it  was  most 
desirable,  if   a  record  was  to  be  kept  at  all, 
that  a  record  should  he  kept  of  the  earnings 
of  piece-workers.    Then,  again,  for  a  reason, 
or  without  one — for  the  action  was  inscrutable 
— the  Council  had  struck  out  the   last  para- 
graph of  clause  54.    That  was  a  para^^ph 


inserted  to  prevent  women  from  working  in 
factories  at  certain  times  when  to  do  so  would 
be  most  injurious  to  their  health.  That  clause, 
he  might  say,  had  been  inserted  in  the  English 
Factories  Act ;  and  why  the  Legislative  Council 
of  New  Zealand  should  object  to  the  insertion 
of  such  a  proviso  as  that,  of  so  humane  and 
needful  a  character, — a  proviso  which  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  had  not  objected  to, — he  con- 
fessed was  a  mystery  to  him ;  but  probably, 
on  conference,  the  Council  would  see  fit  to 
reconsider  that  decision.  Then,  there  was  an 
amendment  in  clause  56,  to  which,  as  it  stood, 
he  strongly  objected,  although  ho  did  not  think 
the  Council  hod  put  it  in  with  any  sinister 
motive.  Clause  56  staled  that  no  child  should 
work  in  a  factory,  and  the  Council  had  added 
the  words  "save  with  the  consent  of  the  In- 
spector." Now,  at  first  sight,  that  appeared  to 
be  on  extremely  proper  addition ;  but  they  must 
remember  that  "  factory  "  now,  under  this  new 
Act,  would  consist  of  every  place  in  which  two 
persons  worked.  One  of  these  persons  might 
be  the  employer,  so  that  the  employer  and  one 
employ^  would  make  a  factory.  Now,  it  was 
obvious  that  many  factories  would  be  of  a  do- 
mestic character — that  they  would  be  part  of 
the  house  in  which  the  families  lived.  It  was 
suggested  that  children  belonging  to  a  family 
factory  might  well  be  allowed,  for  example,  to 
sweep  out  in  the  morning  the  room  of  which 
the  so-called  factory  would  consist,  and  unless 
a  permit  was  allowed  to  be  given  by  the  Inspec- 
tor, even  that  could  not  be  done.  However,  as 
the  reason  for  putting  that  in  was  that  it  should 
apply  to  those  very  small  factories,  he  thought 
it  should  be  clearly  stated  that  it  could  only  be 
allowed  to  apply  to  these  small  domestio  fac- 
tories, and  that  on  no  consideration  should 
children  under  fourteen  be  allowed  to  work  in 
the  lai^er  factories.  He  imagined  the  Council 
would  make  no  objection  to  that.  Then,  in 
section  (c)  of  subsection  (3)  of  clause  63,  by  an 
obvious  error  in  the  wording,  the  Council  had 
enacted  that  fish -curing  factories  should  be 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  half-holi- 
day clause  during  the  fruit- preserving  season. 
Then,  there  was  a  new  proviso  inserted  in  sub- 
section (2),  clause  63 :  the  half-holiday  clause. 
Now,  reasonable  as  that  proviso  appeared  to 
him,  he  wished  to  ask  the  House  to  disagree 
with  it,  for  certain  reasons.  It  was  a  proviso 
that,  where  a  shopkeeper  was  also  a  factory- 
owner,  and  the  shop  and  factory  were  attached 
to  each  other,  he  should  be  allowed  to  close  the 
factory  on  the  day  on  which  his  shop  was  com- 
pulsorily  closed  by  any  Act  compiUsorily  closing 
shops.  The  meaning  was  that,  if  the  closing- 
day  for  the  shop  was  Thursday,  and  the  closing 
day  for  the  factory  was  Saturday,  the  shop- 
and  factory-keeper  should  bo  allowed  to  close 
both  shop  and  factory  on  Thursday.  That  was 
exactly  the  reverse  of  what  he  thought  should 
be  done.  He  thought  that  the  shopkeeper 
should  be  allowed  to  close  his  shop  on  the 
factory-day,  but  not  to  close  his  factory  on 
the  shop-day.  It  v^as  obvious  that  the  factory- 
day  usually  in  the  larger  places  was  Satur- 
day, and  was  likely  to  remain  Saturday.    He 
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-wished  to  do  nothing  which  would  deprive 
any  of  the  factory-hands  of  the  Saturday  half- 
holiday,  and  to  force  them  to  close  on  the 
shops  day  —  which  might  be  Wednesday  or 
Thursday — would  do  that.  He  thought  the 
Council  would  probably  offer  no  objection  to 
reversing  the  action  of  the  amendment,  and  he 
asked  the  House  to  disagree  with  it.  The 
Council  had  struck  out  clause  64  entirely  : 
that  was  the  clause  which  gave  the  hall- 
holiday  to  adult  workers.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  so  much  hope  of  the  Council 
giving  way  on  that  point,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  he  would  ask  the  House  to  disagree 
with  that.  If  they  could  not  get  their  way  on 
that,  possibly  it  would  require  an  Eight  Hours 
Bill,  which  he  trusted  would  pass  into  law  next 
session,  and  would  regulate  the  hours  of  adult 
labourers.  Although  he  asked  the  House  to 
disagree  with  these  amendments,  he  thought  it 
only  right  to  express  his  sense  of  the  reasonable 
way  in  which  this  Bill  had  been  treated,  and  to 
express  the  conviction  that,  if  the  House  was 
met  in  the  same  reasonable  spirit  with  regard 
to  these  amendments,  this  Bill,  which  he 
trusted  would  go  on  the  statute-book  shortly, 
would  not  only  be  the  best  Factory  Act  in  the 
Empire,  but,  he  honestly  believed,  the  best  Fac- 
tory Act  on  any  statute-book  in  the  world.  He 
moved.  That  this  House  agrees  with  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the 
Factories  Bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  follow- 
ing :  Those  in  the  first  line  of  new  subsection 
(2U) ;  in  the  last  paragraph  of  clause  54  ;  in 
clause  5G ;  in  the  new  proviso  inserted  in  sub- 
section (2),  section  68 ;  and  subsection  (c)  of 
section  3  of  clause  63,  with  which  it  disagrees : 
and  that  this  House  also  disagrees  with  the 
Council's  action  in  striking  out  clause  64 :  and 
that  Sir  R.  Stout,  Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly,  and  the 
mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  so  disagreeing. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be   recom- 
mitted for  the  further  consideration  of  certain 
clauses, 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  moved,  That  clause  25  be 
recommitted. 
The  House  divided. 


Mills 

Morrison 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 
Pirani 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Button 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Heke 

Buddo 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 


Ayes,  23. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McNab 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Parata 

Noes,  30. 
Flatman 
Hall- Jones 
Hogg 
Houston 
Joyce 
Larnach 


Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Te  Ao. 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Meredith 


Reeves 
Seddon 
Stevens 
Thompson 


Ward. 

Tellen. 
Harris 
Montgomery. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Duthie  Cadman 

Green  McLachlan 

Russell,  W.  R.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Majority  against,  7. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.    T.   MACKENZIE    moved.    That 
preamble  and  clause  11  be  recommitted. 
The  House  divided. 


til* 


Ayes,  13. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Thompson. 

Button 

Massey 

Crowther 

Mitchelson 

TeOen. 

Fraser 

Parata 

Allen 

Heke 

TeAo 

Noes,  40. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Carnell 

Larnach 

Beeves 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Saunders 

Collins 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Dun  cam 

McGowan 

Smith,  a.  J. 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Flatman 

McNab 

Steward 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Ward. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Newman 

Graham 

Joyce 

O'Regan 
Paiks. 

McKenzie,  B- 

For 

Against. 

Duthie 

Cadman 

Green 

McLachlan 

Russell, 

W.  R.             Russell,  G.  W. 

Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  the  recom- 
mittal of  clause  64,  for  the  purpose  of  striking 
out  certaiu  words,  with  a  view  of  inserting  the 
following  words :  "  who  shall  at  the  end  of 
each  financial  year  apply  the  whole  of  tlw 
moneys  received  on  account  of  the  principal 
moneys  as  aforesaid  during  the  preceding 
financial  year  in  redeeming  land-bonds  bj 
means  of  annual  drawing." 

The  House  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Button 

Fraser 

Graham 

Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Buddo 
Carncross 


Ayes,  23. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
Mitchelson 
O'Regan 
Parata 
Pirani 
Saunders 

Noes,  31. 
Carnell 
Carroll 


Smith,  G.  3. 
Stout 
Tanner 
TeAo 
Thompson. 
TelUrs. 
Montgomery 
Newman. 

Crowther 
Duncan 


Mr,  Reeves 
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Hamthaw 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Jojce 

Kelly,  W. 

Liaruaeh 

Ijawty 


Mackintosh 

ilcGowan 

ilcKenzie,  J. 

HcKenzie,  R. 

McKab 

Meredith 

Mills 

Morrison 

Finkerton 


Beeves 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Steward 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Hogg. 


Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Dathie  Codman 

Green  McLachlan 

Russell,  W.  R.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  MASSEY  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted with  the  view  of  inserting  the  following 
new  clause :  "  Where  any  person  or  company 
lends  money  at  five  per  centum  interest  or  less 
no  mortgage-tax  shall  be  charged." 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  12 

Allen 

Lang 

Thompson. 

Batten 

Mackenzie,  T.           Tellers. 

Eamsbaw 

Mitchelson 

Bell 

Fraser 

Stout 

Massey. 

Heke 

Noes,  40 

Bnddo 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 

Camell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pirani 

Carroll 

Kelly,  W. 

Reeves 

Collins 

Larnach 

Saunders 

Crowther 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J 

.     Smith,  G.  J 

Flatman 

3IcKenzie,  R.    Stevens 

Graham 

McNttb 

Steward 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Hall-Jones 

Hills 

Ward. 

Harris 

Montgomerj 

Hogg 

Morrison 

TelUrs. 

HoQston 

O'Kegan 

Carncross 

HntchisoD,  W 

Parata 
Paies. 

McGowan. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Dnthie 

Cadman 

Green 

McLachlan 

ilaslin 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Russell, 

W.  R. 

Russell,  G.  \V. 

TeAo. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  26. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved.  That  the  Bill  be 
recommitted  in  order  to  consider  the  following 
new  clause : — 

"  Ont  of  the  interest  received  from  mort- 
gages nnder  this  Act,  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
the  tax  on  all  mortgages  under  this  Act,  as  if 
the  mortgage  had  been  to  a  private  company, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Land-tax  Commissioner." 

The  House  divided. 


Ans,  17. 

Allen 

BeU 

Bocbamui 

Buddo 
Button 
Fraser 

Heke 

Lang 
Mackenzie,  T 

Mitchelson 
Montgomery 

Carncross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Matman 

Graham 

Guinness 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 


Newman 

Stout 

Thompson. 

Noes,  S8. 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
KoUy,  W. 
Larnach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McNab 
Mills 
Morrison 
0' Regan 
Paibs. 


Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Smith,  G.  J. 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Reeves 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Maslin 
Meredith. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 

Russell,  W.  R. 
TeAo. 


Against. 
Cadman 
McLachlan 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  21. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  42. — How  advances  to  be  made.  Sub- 
section (8) :  Amount  of  advance. 

Major  STEWARD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  fifty  pounds  or,"  and  to  insert  instead 
the  words  "  twenty-five  pounds  nor." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  43. — Conditions  subject  to  which 
advances  will  be  made. 

The  following  subclause,  (6),  was  struck  out : 
"  The  lessee  is  entitled  under  his  lease  to  com- 
pensation for  all  improvements  made  by  him 
on  the  land  comprised  therein." 

Clause  4G. — Mortgage  docket  to  be  executed 
subject  to  provisions  of  Act. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  the  following  new 
subclause,  to  follow  subclause  (4) :  "  The  Go- 
vernor in  Council  may  from  time  to  time  bjr 
regulations  alter  any  of  the  aforesaid  covenants 
and  conditions  or  prescribe  additional  covenants 
and  conditions ;  but  such  regulations  shall  not 
affect  any  mortgage  existing  at  the  time  when 
they  are  made." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  58.  —  "  The  Superintendent  shall, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  close  of  each  finan- 
cial year  as  aforesaid,  prepare  a  balance- 
sheet." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  odd,  after  "  prepare," 
the  words  "  and  lay  before  Parliament,  if  not 
sitting,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  74.— "'The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1892,' 
shall  not  apply  to  this  Act." 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  add,  after  •'  to,"  the 
words  "  debts  payable  under." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
clause,  "except  in  cases  where  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  shall  certify,  in  writing,  his  consent 
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to  the  discharge  of  a   bankrupt  from  debts 
payable  under  this  Act." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WARD  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"  Notwithstanding    anything    contained    in 
this  or  any  other  Act,  the  following  provisions 
shall  apply  to  every  mortgage  of  leasehold  land 
under  this  Act : — 
"  (1.)  The  term  of  the  mortgage  (in  no  case  ex- 
ceeding the  aforesaid  term  of  thirty-six 
and  one-lialf  years)  shall  expire  on  the 
duo  date  of  the  prescribed  half-yearly 
instalment  next  preceding  the  date  of 
the  expiration  of  the  lease,  and  such 
instalment  shall  include  the  balance 
of   principal    then    owing  under  the 
mortgage. 
"(2.)  Subject  to  the  aforesaid  modification, 
principal  and  interest  shall   be  pay- 
able by  the  prescribed  half-yearly  in- 
stalments. 
"  (3.)  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  mortgagor 
to   surrender  his  lease  or  to  exercise 
any  right  of  purchase  of  the  land  com- 
prised therein  without  the  consent  in 
writing  of  the  Superintendent. 
"  (4.)  So  long  as  any  moneys  remain  owing 
under   the    mortgage    the    Superin- 
tendent shall  have  the  sole  right  to 
receive  all  sums  payable  to  the  mort- 
gagor in  respect  of  compensation  or 
valuation  for  improvements  or  other- 
wise  however   under  the  lease,  and 
may  at  the  expense  of  the  mortgagor 
do  all  things  necessary  in  order  to 
obtain  the  same. 
"(5.)  All  such  sums  when  received  by  the 
Superintendent  shall    be   treated    as 
moneys  arising  from  the  lawful  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  sale." 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,— I  do  not  think  that  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill  should  go  through 
the  House  without  my  putting  on  record  my 
objections  to  the  measure.  I  do  not  say  I  ex- 
pected that  when  the  Bill  went  into  Committee 
the  Committee  would  be  allowed  a  free  hand 
in  making  amendments,  but  I  expected  that, 
At  all  events,  amendments  not  affecting  the 

Principle  of  the  Bill  would  bo  considered  by  the 
'reasurer,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  But  a 
new  doctrine  has  been  laid  down,  and  it  is 
this :  that  if  any  person  is  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  he  is  not  allowed  to  suggest 
any  amendment,  because  it  is  thought  to  be 
iatal  to  the  Bill  itself.  If  that  principle  is  to 
be  carried  out  in  future  legislation  in  this 
House  it  makes  Committee  consideration  of 
4t  Bill  a  perfect  farce.  I  wish  to  point  out 
what  I  consider  defects  in  this  Bill,  assuming 
that  the  House  is  willing  to  affirm  the  prin- 
'Oiple  that  the  State  is  to  become  a  money- 
lending  institution.  We  have  been  told  that 
.this  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  of  class  legislation.  It 
Mr.  Ward 


is  a  Bill  of  class  legislation.  First,  I  point  out 
that  it  does  not  give  to  all  persons  in  the 
State  equal  chances  of  becoming  borrowers 
of  money.  It  limits  the  right  of  borrowing 
to  those  who  have  freehold  land,  or  who 
are  tenants  of  the  Crown  under  certain  con- 
ditions. It  does  not  give  to  people  who  have 
leasehold  land  the  right  to  borrow  except 
they  be  Crown  tenants,  and  it  prevents  people 
who  have  leases — most  valuable  leases — from 
getting  any  advantage  under  this  Bill ;  such, 
for  example,  as  tenants  of  Municipalities, 
tenants  of  Harbour  Boards,  tenants  of  Edu- 
cation Boards,  and  those  who  are  tenants — as 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey — under  the  Native  Land  Act,  dealing  with 
leases  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island. 
It  is  therefore  in  one  respect  a  BUI  giving  privi- 
leges to  certain  classes  of  the  community,  and 
depriving  others  of  like  privileges.  I  submit 
that  if  there  is  to  be  a  Bill  passed  providing 
for  lending  money  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  classes  that  are  mentioned  in  this 
Bill.  All  those  vrho  have  leaseholds  that  ara 
valuable  should  have  had  the  same  right  to 
borrow  from  the  State  up  to  the  half  vajue  of 
their  leaseholds  as  other  lessees  under  this 
Bill.  Then,  I  need  not  point  out,  for  that 
has  been  done  before,  that  the  Bill  only  gives 
aid  to  certain  classes.  Manufacturers  and 
others  who  may  require  assistance  for  carrying 
on  their  work  are  debarred  under  this  Bill, 
except  they  be  landowners,  from  getting  any 
benefit  whatever.  And  it  is  well  known  that 
in  the  towns  where  manufactures  exist  very 
few  manufacturers  hold  freehold  land ;  conse- 
quently they  can  get  no  loon  on  their  leasa- 
iiolds,  because  they  have  leaseholds  of  either 
church  property,  municipal,  educational,  or 
Harbour  Board  property.  Consequently,  manu- 
facturers are  not  only  prevented  from  borrow- 
ing on  the  security  of  their  machinery,  but  on 
the  security  of  the  leasehold  interest  which 
thoy  may  have.  Then,  I  would  point  out  that 
the  original  limit  has  been  maintained  in  the 
Bill,  notwithstanding  that  many  members  on 
the  second  reading  said  they  were  in  favour 
of  the  limit  being  reduced.  They  have  been 
convinced  apparently  privately,  not  by  argu- 
ments in  the  House,  but  convinced  by  some 
meeting  or  other,  or  by  private  arrangement, 
and  they  have  consequently  voted  contrary  to 
the  opinions  they  expressed  when  they  spoke 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  might  be 
very  useful  for  the  House  to  look  at  the  only 
report  I  believe  that  was  ever  brought  up  in 
this  House  dealing  with  tnis  subject.  That  was 
in  the  year  1885.  If  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  18S5,  on  the  3rd  September,  they 
will  see  set  out  at  length  a  report  on  "  Advances 
to  Settlers."  That  report  was  brought  up  by 
the  late  Mr.  Macandrew,  and  in  that  report  the 
limit  was  fixed  at  £2,000.  Not  only  was  the 
limit  fixed  at  £2,000,  but  the  amount  ol  the 
advance  was  not  to  exceed  one-half  the  value. 
There  were  other  provisions  in  the  report  which 
it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  refer  to  far- 
ther than  to  mention  that  the  inteieKt  to  be 
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p«ud  by  the  settlers  was  only  4)  per  cent.  I 
simply  refer  to  that  report  as  showing  that  the 
matter  was  carefaUy  considered  by  a  special 
Gommittee  of  the  House.  They  did  not  think 
proper  to  give  any  aid  to  settlers  beyond  £2,000, 
or  to  advance  money  beyond  half  the  value  of 
the  freehold.  There  is  one  thing  in  regard  to 
which  I  woold  congratulate  the  House,  and 
that  is  that,  instead  of  having  an  indi^nite 
amoant,  as  it  originally  appeared  in  this  Bill, 
of  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  with  no  limited 
term,  bat  to  go  on  apparently  for  ever,  the 
House  has — and  the  Treasurer  has  consented 
to  it — limited  the  amount  to  two  years — that 
is,  to  three  millions.  That,  no  doubt,  will  be 
an  advantage.  I  may  now  state  what  has  hap- 
pened in  reference  to  the  bonds  and  debentures 
under  the  Bill.  That  is  certainly  the  most  pecn- 
liar  provision  in  the  Bill.  We  have  authorised 
the  Treasurer  to  borrow  in  London  at  4  per  cent. 
interest.  It  is  true  he  is  not  bound  to  issue 
bonds  at  4  per  cent.,  but  he  has  the  power  to 
issue  bonds  at  4  per  cent,  in  London,  whilst  we 
give  him  power  to  issue  land-bonds  here  limit- 
ing him  to  3^  per  cent.,  so  that  he  has  no  dis- 
cretion to  give  4  per  cent.,  say,  in  Wellington, 
for  land-bonds,  but  he  may  give  4  per  cent,  in 
London  on  moneys  borrowed  for  exactly  the 
same  purpose.  That  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
most  peculiar  clauses  in  the  Bill.  Why  he 
should  be  permitted  to  give  4  per  cent,  to  the 
London  money-lender  and  only  3}  to  the  New 
Zealiuid  money-lender  I  cannot  understand, 
and  during  all  the  debates  in  Committee  no  ex- 
planation was  afiorded  of  that  peculiar  provi- 
sion. I  am  now  still  dealing  with  some  of  the 
elaases  oE  the  Bill  before  saying  a  few  words 
about  the  principle.  I  will  now  refer  to  the 
clause  about  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  I  think  it 
is  a  great  pity  that  this  clause  74  should  have 
been  kept  in  the  Bill.  What  does  it  mean? 
It  means  that  the  Crown  can  override  every 
other  creditor.  I  will  suppose  that  a  farmer 
has  borrowed,  say,  £1,000  under  this  Bill,  and 
that  a  great  calamity  happens  to  him.  For 
example,  he  may  be  one  of  those  small  farmers 
who  were  injured  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Dis- 
trict by  the  recent  floods;  or  he  may  be  a 
farmer  in  the  Taieri  district,  where  the  Taieri 
River  might  overflow.  The  river  inay  over- 
flow and  seriously  injure  him,  so  that  it  may 
reduce  his  property  to,  say,  half  its  value. 
He  cannot  make  his  interest  out  of  his  land. 
He  has  borrowed,  say,  up  to  two-thirds  of  the 
value — that  is,  £1,S00  on  the  land.  He  has 
got  about  £1,000  on  it,  but  the  flood  has  come 
and  reduced  his  land  in  value.  He  may  have 
lost  his  stock  too;  and  he  may  have  other 
creditors.  But  he  may  have  some  stock  and 
other  things;  bnt  what  would  happen  under 
this  Bill  7  We  will  suppose  that  he  owes  other 
creditors  £500,  and  he  has  property  worth  £500 
ontside  the  farm,  we  will  say,  in  stock  and 
agricultural  machinery.  Under  this  Bill,  what 
may  happen  ?  Those  creditors  who  have  given 
him  the  £500  may  be  his  grocer  and  his  mer- 
ch&nt,  or  those  who  have  advanced  money 
tojinrcbase,  say,  grass-seed  and  various  other 
things  in  regard  to  which  agriculturists  get  aid. 


What  will  happen  under  this  Bill  ?  The  Crown 
can  step  in  and  seize  the  whole  of  this  five 
hnndred  pounds'  worth  of  property,  and  the 
other  creditors  may  be  left  lamenting,  and  will 
not  get  a  single  shilling.  It  is  not  as  if  the 
Grown  could  come  in  and  claim  the  dividend 
along  with  the  other  creditors.  Under  this  Bill 
the  Crown  can  step  in  and  seize  the  whole 
£500,  and  the  other  creditors  must  go  without  a 
shilling.  I  ask,  is  that  fair  ?  Is  it  fair,  if  the 
Crown  is  entering  upon  a  business  like  this, 
that  it  should  have  advantages  which  no  other 
dealer  had  ?  If  the  man  borrowed  money  from 
a  loan  company,  or  from  any  ordinary  mort- 
gagee, this  loan  company  or  mortgagee  would 
have  no  advantage  over  the  other  creditors. 
They  would  have  the  security  of  the  land, 
but  outside  of  that  they  could  not  take  a 
single  shilling.  They  would  simply  get  the 
same  dividend  out  of  the  man's  estate,  if  he 
became  bankrupt,  as  the  man's  other  creditors 
who  had  lent  him  money  or  who  had  given  him 
goods.  But  under  this  Bill  the  Superintendent, 
or  the  Crown,  practically, — this  new  lending 
institution, — is  to  have  an  advantage  that  no- 
loan  company  nor  any  other  person  has.  I 
think  this  is  entirely  unfair.  This  is  giving  the- 
Crown  an  enormous  advantage,  and  I  say  the 
effect  of  it  will  be  very  damaging  to  a  borrower's 
credit,  because  if  a  merchant  knows  that  a 
man  is  mortgaged  to  the  Crown  he  will  know 
that  the  Crown  has  a  prior  right,  and  that  if 
the  man  becomes  bankrupt  he  perhaps  will  not 
get  a  single  shilling— the  Crown  will  step  in 
and  ttJce  the  whole  of  it ;  and  therefore  this 
man's  credit  will  be  lessened,  and  though  he 
may  get  his  money  at  i  per  cent,  or  even  1 
per  cent,  less  interest,  it  will  entirely  deprive 
him  of  credit  so  long  as  you  keep  section  74  in 
the  Bill — that  is,  so  long  as  you  say  that  the 
Crown  is  to  have  prior  rights,  and  is  not  to  be 
bound  by  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  Crown  in 
1892  abandoned  all  its  rights;  it  said  that  it 
was  to  stand  just  the  same  as  any  other  cre- 
ditor if  a  man  became  bankrupt;  but  under 
this  Bill  that  law  is  entirely  altered,  and  the 
result  is,  that  the  Crown  will  have  prior 
rights,  and  this  man  will  either  be  deprived 
of  his  credit,  or,  if  other  creditors  trust  him, 
they  will  certainly  be  injured.  That  is  most  un- 
fair. I  submit  that,  if  the  State  is  to  become 
a  money-lender,  it  should  take  up  the  same 
position  as  any  other  mortgagee  or  loan  com- 
pany. It  should  have  no  greater  advantages 
than  other  lending  institutions,  and  ought  to 
be  subject  to  the  same  liabilities.  That  would 
be  fair  competition.  But  the  present  Bill 
means  unfair  competition,  and  I  cannot  see 
how  it  can  be  defended.  And  that  brings  me 
to  the  second  point,  and  that  is  as  to  the 
mortgage-tax.  I  understood  the  Treasurer 
to  say,  in  Conunittee,  in  regard  to  the  dif- 
ference between  3^  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent., 
that  he  was  willing  that  the  Crown  should  pay 
the  mortgage-tax.  But  wo  learned  this  even- 
ing '.that  he  was  not  willing  that  the  Crown 
should  pay  the  mortgage-tax.  The  result  is 
that  if  three  millions  are  raised  under  this  Bill 
— and  it  should  keep  at  three  millions— sup- 
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posing  only  three  millions  are  borrowed,  every 
year  so  long  as  these  mortgages  exist  we  shall 
lose  £12,500  of  mortgage- tax,  which,  if  this 
money  were  lent  by  a  private  company,  the 
private  company  would  have  to  pay.  The 
Treasurer  may  say  that  the  three  millions 
might  be  lent  by  a  number  of  companies,  and 
that  each  of  these  companies  would  have  cer- 
tain exemptions.  Bat  that  would  not  be  so, 
because  exemptions  are  only  allowed  in  tlie 
case  of  small  mortgages.  Therefore  the  result 
will  be  to  place  this  department  in  an  unfair 

Position  as  compared  with  loan  companies, 
'ou  are  practically  foregoing  a  tax  of  £12,500 
a  year,  and,  if  you  borrow  a  million  and  a  half 
every  year  after,  you  are  giving  up  an  additional 
£6,250  every  year  hereafter  upon  every  million 
and  a  half  borrowed.  What  will  be  the  result 
of  that?  You  are  having  what  is  entirely  a 
class-tax.  You  are  allowing — for  this  is  really 
what  it  amounts  to  —  you  are  allowing  every 
mortgagor  who  borrows  from  the  Crown  to  get 
off  paying  J  per  cent, ;  he  pays  5  per  cent., 
while  those  who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to 
borrow  from  the  Crown  are  bound  to  pay  5J  per 
10  SO  '^^"''-  ^  submit  this  is  entirely  a  piece 
of  class  legislation.  Leaving  what  I 
may  term  the  details  of  the  Bill,  I  now  wish 
to  point  out  what  this  Bill  really  means.  I 
submit  that  It  means  the  beginning  of  a  bor- 
rowing policy,  of  which  we  do  not  see  the  end. 
Kow,  we  —  compared  with  all  the  countries 
in  Europe,  almost  —  have  overborrowed  ;  we 
are  heavily  in  debt.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  I  think,  on  the  sooond  reading  of 
this  Bill,  that  if  we  took  the  amount  of  money 
that  had  been  spent  on  railways,  and  added 
that  to  the  national  debt  of  England,  it  would 
have  been  seen  that  we  compared  favourably 
with  England.  He  is  entirely  wrong.  The 
total  amount  spent  in  the  making  of  railways 
in  England — which  would  include  rolling-stock 
also— I  think,  is  £865,000,000.  That  is  accord- 
ing to  Mulhall.  I  am  willing,  however,  to 
give  him  a  thousand  millions.  If  that  is  added 
to  the  present  national  debt  of  England,  even 
if  we  take  oar  population  as  a  basis,  we  only 
ought  to  have  borrowed  £27,000,OOU,  instead 
of  £39,000,000 ;  and  so  wo  at  present  stand  as 

•compared  with  England  very  badly 

Mr.  WARD. — Have  you  worked  it  out? 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes,  I  have  worked  it  out ; 
and  that  is  what  we  should  have  borrowed, 
taking  it  at  that  amount.  And  if  England  had 
borrowed  at  the  rate  that  we  have  borrowed  she 
would  have  a  debt — plus  the  railway  debt — 
of  £2,248,000,000 ;  whereas  if  you  add  the  two 
together — that  is,  include  the  railway  debt — her 
debt  is  something  like  £1,600,000,000.  That  is, 
«ven  compared  with  England  we  do  not  stand 
well.  We  have  overborrowed  compared  with 
England ;  and  it  should  be  remembered,  so  far 
as  England  is  concerned,  she  has  been,  so  far 
as  she  can,  reducing  her  debt.  She  has  reduced 
the  debt  since  the  Indian  Mutiny  no  less  than 
£130,000,000  ;  and  so  it  is  with  other  countries. 
The  United  States  have,  since  the  war,  reduced 
their  debt  something  like  £250,000,000 ;  and 
we  are  starting  a  new  borrowing  proposal.  It 
Sir  n.  SUnU 


is  all  very  well  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  say  that  we  shall  get  by  the  borrowmg  pis- 
posals  sufficient  out  of  our  mortgagom.  If  we 
are  only  to  got  it  out  of  our  mortgagors  ij 
paying  j  per  cent,  on  the  mortgage-tax  it 
is  affecting  our  revenue  in  another  direction, 
because,  as  the  mortgages  increase,  oor  mort- 
gage debt  will  run  off,  and  we  shall  have  to 
raise  some  new  form  of  taxation.  But  I  aj 
that  no  State  ought  to  borrow  money  simp^ 
because  it  can  invest  this  borrowed  money  in 
getting  interest.  If  you  increase  the  debt, 
financially  it  remains  a  debt  to  the  colony. 
Look  at  the  total  debt.  Let  any  person 
narrowly  scrutinise  your  income  and  expendi- 
ture, and  by  this  proposal  I  submit  you  la 
affecting  the  credit  of  the  colony.  Now,  then. 
Sir,  there  are  two  or  three  questions  which 
may  be  asked,  and  I  wish  to  meet  them  in  a 
practical  way.  It  may  be  said,  "  How  are  yon 
to  help  our  settlors  ?  "  Now,  I  wish  to  answer 
that.  I  will  deal  first  with  those  who  are 
your  freeholders,  and  I  say,  so  far  as  helpmg 
them  is  concerned,  that  you  ought  to  have 
utilised  your  Public  Trust  Office  funds  and 
your  Insurance  funds,  and  that  woald  haw 
given  you,  with  prudent  management,  aboat 
half  a  million  a  year.  If  you  do  not  take  np 
Treasury  bills  you  might  have,  say,  from  the 
Post-OfBce  Savings-Bank  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion a  year  to  lend  to  settlers,  and  that  viU 
make  three  quarters  of  a  million  for  the  lend- 
ing departments  to  help  those  who  requiia 
it.  That  would  have  been  a  prudent  thing  to 
do.  Then  you  could  have  reduced  the  in- 
terest, I  believe,  to  5  per  cent.,  because,  so  far 
as  your  Public  Trust  Office  is  concerned,  you 
only  require  to  pay  5  per  cent,  up  to,  I  thuk, 
£3,000  and  i  per  cent,  beyond;  and,  so  fu 
as  your  Government  Insurance  is  concerned, 
5  per  cent,  would  have  paid  them,  because  their 
premiums  are  based  on  a  4-pei-cent.  table. 
But,  instead  of  that,  you  have  invested  too 
much  of  your  Insurance  money  at  less  thaa 
that — 4  per  cent.,  and  some  of  it  at  3|  pet 
cent.  Because,  if  that  is  lent  at  3}  per  cent,  it 
is  entirely  bad  finance.  You  are  injuring  yoor 
Government  Insurance  by  making  die  rate  len 
than  what  should  be  the  actual  rate.  So  far 
you  are  injuring  your  Public  Trust  Office  a]«, 
by  making  them  come  out  with  a  deficit.  If 
you  are  not  investing  too  much  in  the  Trea- 
sury bills  you  should  have  adopted  a  practical 
scheme  to  help  your  settlers — at  all  cTents, 
all  the  freehold  settlers) — because  half  a  mil- 
lion a  year  would  be  sufficient  to  aid  them. 
You  could  have  adopted  such  a  plan.  It  might 
have  been  asked,  "  What  about  your  settleis 
who  are  just  going  or  have  recently  gone  on  to 
the  Crown  lands?"  They  would,  no  doubt, 
require  assistance.  This  Bill  has  given  them 
no  assistance  of  any  value,  because,  bo  far  m 
the  value  of  the  interest  of  their  leases  is  con- 
cerned, during  the  early  years,  in  which  they 
require  assistance  from  the  Crown  or  from  com- 
panies, they  can  get  nothing  under  this  Bill. 
The  value  of  their  leases  will  mean  nothing 
to  them.  No  wonder  an  honourable  member 
wished  to  reduce  it  to  £25.    Some  of  them  will 
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not  be  able  to  get  £10  under  this  Bill.  It  will 
be  no  aid  to  the  bush  settlers  who  have  been 
only  in  the  bush  six  or  twelve  months.  When 
they  ask  for  some  aid  to  enable  them  to  odd 
to  their  improvements  you  should  have  aided 
them  in  another  way,  and  I  think  it  would 
have  been  a  popular  way  to  aid  them.  Yoa 
might  have  said  that  for  the  first  three  or  four 
years,  or  even  five  years,  that  they  were  in  the 
bosh  districts  you  would  not  charge  them  any 
rent  at  all.  By  this  scheme  you  are  giving  no 
aid  to  them  whatever.  And  I  would  point  out, 
aa  I  have  shown,  so  far  as  giving  aid  to  settlers 
is  ooDoemed,  yon  can  aid  them  without  need  of 
this  Bill  at  all.  But  I  do  not  think  the  ideal 
state  of  the  agriculturist  is  to  bo  a  borrower.  I 
thick  it  has  been  an  immense  injury  in  any 
coontry  where  it  has  been  tried,  and  honoar- 
able  members  will  remember  that  I  said  in 
Committee  that  I  thought  the  true  ideal  of 
the  agricultural  settler  was  to  be  a  man  who 
was  not  mortgaged  at  all,  and  who  was  not  in 
4ebt.  I  will  not.  Sir,  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Hoose  by  quoting  an  authority  that  I  have 
found  since;  he  bears  out  the  statement  I  made 
in  Committee.  I  refer  bonourable  members  to 
a  book  on '  political  economy,  by  Professor 
Oide,  Professor  of  the  Montpelier  University 
in  Prance.  He  is  talking  of  borrowing  under 
this  very  system — the  CrSdit  Fancier  —  that 
immense  syndicate  which  is  lending  in  Frtuice 
ap  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
money.  The  lending  of  this  money  has  not 
been  of  advantage  to  the  French  settler.  It 
has  not  been  of  advantage  to  the  French  agri- 
culturist. It  is  not  bias,  it  is  not  political 
eolour,  with  Professor  Oide.  He  is  writing  as  a 
political  economist— as  a  scientific  expert  deal- 
ing with  this  question — and  he  points  out  that 
the  tme  way  to  help  the  settler  was  to  have 
had  the  homestead  law  as  it  is  in  the  United 
States.  They  should  not  have  been  allowed  to 
borrow  at  all  on  their  lands,  and  they  would 
tben  have  had  secured  to  them  their  homes, 
so  that  their  homes  could  not  be  taken 
for  debt.  Their  homes  should  not  be  mort- 
gaged or  parted  with ;  and  if  that  system  had 
been  in  existence  in  France  it  would  have  been 
far  better  than  the  mortgage  system.  He  goes 
on  to  show  what  the  facility  that  is  given  for 
borrowing  by  this  Credit  Fonder  system  in 
France  has  done.    He  says  of  the  borrower, — 

"  It  might  bring  him  luck  once,  but  might 
min  him  ten  times  over.  Following  an  inverse 
tendency,  we  should  be  inclined  rather  to 
-demand  the  adoption  of  certain  measures, 
snch  as  the  homestead  laws  in  the  United 
States,  which,  by  preventing  the  landowner 
from  borrowing,  insure  to  him  and  his  family 
the  safe  possession  of  his  land." 

That  will  be  found  on  page  806  of  his  book 
on  political  economy.  And  so  it  goes  on  to 
show  that,  instead  of  this  borrowing  facility 
which  has  been  given  in  France,  in  Switzer- 
land, and  in  Germany,  helping  the  small 
agricultarists,  it  has  been  really  their  ruin 
or  injnry.  And  yet,  with  all  this  staring  us 
in  the  face,  we  are  now  to  adopt  this  system 
foi  the  first  time.    We  are  to  load  onr  colony 


with  debt,  we  are  to  injure  our  credit ;  and  for 
what?  Who  are  to  be  aided?  The  people 
to  be  aided  nre  the  people  who  are  to  go  up 
even  to  £5,000  in  amount ;  and  the  Treasurer 
says  this  is  necessary,  because  if  he  cannot 
advance  up  to  the  limit  proposed — unless  be 
gets  mortgages  above  £2,000 — the  system  will 
not  be  a  payable  system.  I  ask  this  House  at 
the  last  moment,  is  it  fair  to  adopt  this  sys- 
tem at  all  when  it  has  never  been  considered  in 
the  country  ?  When  members  who  have  come 
here  pledged  to  no  borrowing  have  got  to  go 
back  and  reconcile  this  measure  with  their 
pledges  to  their  constituents,  when  their  con- 
stituents have  never  thought  out  what  the 
indirect  effects  of  such  a  system  might  be,  I 
think  it  necessary,  in  the  short  time  at  my 
disposal,  to  point  out  what  this  Bill  will  do. 
I  believe  it  is  mischievous  and  not  necessary, 
and  I  believe  that  all  the  aid  the  settlers  re- 
quire could  be  got  from  our  existing  Govern- 
ment Insurance  and  other  departments.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the  London 
market  for  a  single  penny  for  the  purpose  when 
we  could  have  carried  it  on  without  doing  that 
in  other  ways.  And  I  feel  that,  so  far  as  our 
settlers  are  concerned,  if  they  are  encouraged 
to  go  into  schemes  of  borrowing,  it  will  happen 
just  as  this  professor  says — it  may  bring  them 
luck  once,  but  it  will  bring  ruin  to  them  in- 
evitably, and  I  think  it  will  tend  to  ruin  the 
colony  as  a  whole.  That  is  why  even  at  the 
last  moment  I  have  entered  my  protest  against 
this  Bill,  and  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  before  this  Bill  goes 
through  its  final  stages  I  want  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  it,  as  it  is  a  measure  of  a  momentous 
character.  However,  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  many  minutes.  I  think  the  condition 
of  the  farmers  of  the  colony  is  such  that, 
within  the  limits  of  moderation,  a  measure  of 
this  kind  could  have  been  mode  a  very  desir- 
able one,  and  I  should  have  had  much  pleasure 
in  supporting  such  a  measure  ;  but  I  think  the 
Klinister  has  lost  a  very  considerable  chance 
indeed.  He  hod  a  chance  of  bringing  in  a  Bill 
which  would  have  met  with  the  approval  of  this 
House  and  the  country  had  he  framed  it  with 
more  care  and  been  more  cautious  in  the  nature 
of  his  proposals.  Had  he  proposed  to  raise  a 
sum  of  £500,000,  and  had  he  proposed  to  lend 
that  money  simply  and  solely  to  the  farmers 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  it  would  have  gone  exceedingly  well, 
and  if  he  had  limited  loans  to  £1,000  or  £2,000, 
instead  of  £5,000,  he  could  have  had  this  Bill 
through  a  week  ago  with  one-quarter  of  the 
opposition  that  has  been  raised  to  it.  Hod  he 
done  what  I  have  pointed  out  he  would  have 
brought  in  a  Bill  which  would  have  gained  the 
approval  of  the  country,  instead  of  the  hostility 
of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  it.  The  speech 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  made  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  is  in 
very  striking  contrast  to  the  speech  which  he 
made  to  this  House  at  the  close  of  last  year, 
and  it  is  in  such  striking  contrast  to  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  now  that  I  shall  read  an  extract 
or  two  from  his  speech.    He  said, — 
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"It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  during 
the  past  financial  year  our  progress  has  been  oi 
the  most  satisfactory  nature.  In  every  direo- 
tion  this  is  apparent.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  never  in  the  history  of  the  colony 
were  its  prospects  brighter.  Land-settlement 
has  progressed  vigorously.  Our  pastoral  and 
agricultural  interests  have  assumed  large  di- 
mensions." 

Sir,  can  it  be  said  for  a  moment  that  the 
farmers  are  to-day  in  a  happy  condition  ?  I 
say  No.  Then,  let  us  see  how  he  winds  up  in 
a  glorious  peroration,  and  let  us  contrast  the 
position  stated  by  him  a  few  months  ago  and 
the  condition  which  he  pictured  in  bringing 
this  Bill  forward  at  the  present  time.  He 
said, — 

"Trade  and  commerce  are  active  and  in- 
creasing. The  bulk  of  our  exports  is  larger 
than  ever.  Our  runs  have  greatly  developed. 
.  .  .  The  avenues  for  employment  are  large 
and  expanding.  ...  It  requires  only  the 
active  cooperation  of  all  classes  to  steadily 
advance  this  colony  to  an  exalted  position 
amongst  the  countries  under  the  sway  of  the 
British  Crown." 

If  he  had  put  in  the  words  "an  auxiliary 
kingdom  of  the  British  Crown"  he  would  have 
made  that  sentence  perfect.  What  was  the 
condition  of  affairs  with  regard  to  our  popula- 
tion at  that  time  ?  Our  population  was  then 
increasing ;  but  to-day  our  population  is  going 
away  at  the  rate  of  about  a  thousand  a  month. 
As  regards  this  Bill,  I  believe  that  various 
amendments  could  be  introduced;  and  before 
it  finally  passes  this  House,  after  it  comes 
back  from  another  Chamber,  I  hope  he  will 
introduce  several  modifications,  and  make  it 
more  workable.  I  think  there  should  be 
clauses  introduced  into  it  to  limit  the  appli- 
cation of  this  money.  I  do  not  think  large 
buildings,  such  as  hotels,  grandstands,  et  cetera, 
are  properties  upon  which  moneys  should  be 
advanced.  Various  other  safeguards  should 
also  be  intrdduced  to  enable  the  scheme  to  be 
conducted  with  something  like  safety.  Then, 
I  would  point  out  the  danger  there  is  of  lend- 
ing money  on  properties  situated  in  bush 
townships.  I  refer  to  what  I  might  call  mush- 
room townships  in  the  country,  in  which  pro- 
perty, we  know,  goes  up  for  a  time,  and  tben 
comes  down  with  a  run  equally  often.  There 
is,  I  say,  considerable  danger  in  lending  money 
to  these  bush  townships.  For  a  period  they 
have  a  glowing  time  of  it,  but  after  a  very 
short  time  the  whole  thing  collapses ;  and  any 
man  or  any  State  that  lends  money  to  these 
country  townships  will  find  that  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  that  money  is  practically  lost. 
Therefore,  I  say,  it  is  necessary  the  Lending 
Board  should  be  guided  by  regulations  under 
which  money  may  bo  advanced  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  success  or  failure  of  this  scheme 
depends  wholly  and  solely  on  the  Lending 
Board.  If  the  Lending  Board  proceeds  with 
oare  and  caution,  if  it  looks  into  all  securi- 
ties narrowly,  and  refuses  to  be  led  away  in 
times  of  a  boom,  then  the  danger  will  not  be  so 
great  as  it  might  be.  We  know  that  in  times 
Dr.  Newman 


of  a  Ixiom  it  is  very  dangerous  to  lend  money, 
because  at  those  periods  property  goes  to  what 
may  be  termed  a  fictitious  value.  I  am  aware 
that  in  some  countries  of  the  world  this  scheme 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  farming 
community  ;  the  Credit  Foncitr  in  France  has 
done  good  by  reducing  the  rates  of  interest 
from  12  and  13  per  cent,  down  to  5  per  cent. 
The  scheme  has  also  done  good  in  parts  of 
Germany,  where  it  has  also  been  a  great  success. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  get  away 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  many  cases  ia 
which  exactly  the  opposite  has  been  the  result; 
and  we  should  profit  by  the  mistakes  of  other 
people,  and  avoid  following  in  the  footsteps 
which  have  led  to  disaster  elsewhere.  Let 
honourable  members  take  the  Argentine  Re- 
public as  an  example.  In  that  Republic  the 
scheme,  instead  of  developing  into  one  for  the 
assistance  of  farmers,  has  been  turned  into  a, 
mighty  engine  of  disaster  to  the  community. 
Though  it  was  safeguarded  to  the  extent  that 
not  more  than  one-half  the  value  should  be 
advanced  on  property,  yet  the  large  amount  of 
paper  money  which  was  put  into  circulation 
lent  a  fictitious  value  to  the  land.  The 
consequence  was  that  money  was*  lent  on  a 
paper  valuation,  and  when  the  bubble  burst 
these  lands  went  down  in  value  until  they 
became  almost  unsaleable,  and  since  then  the 
Argentine  has  been  in  a  miserable  st&te  of 
financial  embarrassment  and  stagnation.  The 
same  thing,  it  is  true,  has  been  introduced  ia 
Victoria;  but  if  this  system  had  been  intro- 
duced there  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  price  of 
land  was  run  up  to  a  fictitious  value,  one  can 
easily  see  how  great  the  disaster  would  have 
been.  Let  me  point  out  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  what  occurred  in  France  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Cridit  Fancier.  A  gentleman 
named  Wolowski,  who  occupied,  I  suppose,  a 
position  analogous  to  that  which  will  be  occu- 
pied by  the  Superintendent  under  this  measure, 
had  the  guidance  of  that  scheme  at  its  initia- 
tion. M.  Wolowski  was  exceedingly  careful 
and  cautious  in  his  management  of  the  scheme, 
and  the  result  was  that  nearly  all  the  loans 
were  a  success,  and  most  of  them  were  paid  off ; 
but  a  demand  came  from  the  outside,  and  Teiy 
strong  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  against  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  institution. 
They  said  that  under  his  administration  it  was 
altogether  too  conservative  finance,  and  he  was 
deposed  from  that  position.  Two  others  were 
put  in  his  place :  they  were  to  conduct  a  more 
advanced  and  radical  finance.  They  did  so, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  Credit  Fotieier  under 
these  two  men  went  ahead  at  such  a  pace,  and 
lent  money  so  recklessly,  that  the  institution 
got  into  very  great  difficulties,  and  was  almost 
bankrupt.  Then  other  and  more  cautions 
men  were  put  in  their  place,  and  the  institu- 
tion was  restored  to  a  condition  of  prosperity 
and  soundness.  That  is  the  risk  we  run  here 
through  the  introduction  of  such  a  scheme  as 
this.  If  the  Lending  Board — and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  be  a  member  of  it — adopts 
a  policy  of  proper  caution  and  carefulness  as 
to  how  it  lends  its  money,  then  this  Bill  can 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18M.J    Oovemnunt  Advances  to     [HOUSE.] 


Settlers  Bill. 


401 


be  mtde  one  of  very  great  value  indeed ;  but 
I  ihoold  like  to  ask  the  Colonial  Tieaauier  a 
qDntion  npon  one  or  two  matters.  Upon  the 
neond  reading,  or  somewhere  in  Committee, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  said  this  Bill  would  not 
inere&se  oar  national  debt.  That  seemed  to 
BU  u  extraordinary  position  to  assume.  The 
bonoaiable  gentleman  is  going  to  have  three 
kinds  of  stock.  He  is  going  to  have  deben- 
tures; he  is  also  going  to  have  inscribed 
(tack;  and  he  is  going  to  have  land-bonds 
that  can  at  any  moment  be  converted.  We 
have  twenty-nine  mUlicns  in  what  is  called  in- 
senbed  stock,  which  becomes  due  in  1929.  If 
he  raises  the  money  by  inscribed  stock,  that 
inscribed  stock  will  become  a  part  of  tho  other 
inieribed  stock,  and  will  become  part  of  the 
national  debt  of  this  colony.  If  he  issues  a 
laige  nnmber  of  land-bonds  in  this  colony  I 
cannot  quite  see  how  he  will  be  able  to  get 
them  taken  np;  and,  if  he  raises  a  million  in 
London  by  means  of  inscribed  stock,  how  can 
ke  prevent  people  at  the  other  end  from  de- 
elanng  that  this  is  part  of  tho  national  debt? 
I  think  be  has  no  escape  from  the  position 
that  it  trill  increase  the  national  debt  of  the 
eitoy.  I  can  quite  understand  that  the  two 
milliam  guaranteed  to  the  bank  will  not  be 
added  to  oar  debt ;  but  unquestionably,  when 
the  money  borrowed  under  this  Bill  is  in- 
Miibed,  it  will  be  part  of  the  national  debt, 
Hul  I  think  he  should,  if  possible,  try  to  avert 
that.  I  think  that  in  floating  these  land-bonds 
kt  3}  per  cent,  he  is  making  a  great  mistake. 
I  Uunk  he  will  be  nnable  practically  to  float 
id;  of  these  land-bonds  in  this  colony.  Had 
k  taken  a  higher  rate  of  interest  he  might 
{et  rid  of  them.  In  other  countries  where 
the  scheme  has  been  introduced  they  floated 
their  bonds  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  some- 
thing like  a  par  value,  and  these  bonds  were 
ftited  with  from  hand  to  hand,  and  the  money 
wis  profitably  employed.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  given  us  no  idea  as  to  how  many 
«f  these  land-bonds  he  is  going  to  put  on  the 
naiket.  Though  we  have  at  various  times 
liked  him  for  information  upon  that  subject, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  vouchsafed  us 
aone,  and  we  are  still  in  the  dark  concerning  it. 
1  thmk  this  Bill  will  require  modification  in 
wriona  ways.  In  my  opinion,  the  rate  of  in- 
terest has  been  fixed  too  low  to  pay  working- 
etpenses.  Of  course,  if  he  gets  money  at  8^ 
per  cent.,  with  1}  margin  to  play  on,  be  may 
M  able  to  pay  his  way  ;  but  if  he  has  to  bor- 
IDW  at  4  or  ii,  and  lends  at  S,  I  cannot  see  how 
ttis  possible  for  him  to  pay  his  way,  or  prevent 
file  eobny  from  incurring  a  very  serious  loss. 
I  think  us  scheme  should  be  safeguarded  in 
tkis  way :  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
finds  it  will  not  pay  to  lend  the  money  at  5  per 
cent.,  then  power  should  be  given  to  increase 
the  fnture  rate  of  interest  npon  these  loans. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  honourable 
pntleman  would  have  done  a  wiser  thing  if, 
instead  of  frightening  the  English  money- 
lender, he  had  proceeded  on  a  more  tentative 
•«le.  In  Victoria  they  propose  to  borrow 
ftilj  £900,000  a   year,  whereas  the   honour- 
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able  gentleman,  under  this  measure,  proposes 
to  borrow  three  times  that  amount  a  year. 
11  30  ^"^^  there  is  this  difference  :  that  they 
borrow  their  money  within  the  colony 
and  out  of  their  own  savings-banks,  and  the 
interest  is  repayable  at  home ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  borrow  the  money 
in  the  English  market,  which,  I  take  it,  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
he  did  not  taJce  up  the  amendment  which  was 
divided  upon  this  evening,  and  which  was  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  now  utterly 
abandon  any  such  thing  as  a  sinking  fund. 
The  old  idea  of  a  sinking  fund  is  a  thoroughly 
exploded  doctrine.  Though  Priestley  and  Ham- 
ilton and  others  thought  they  had  only  to  set 
aside  money  in  order  that  it  might  accrue  at 
compound  interest,  and  so  pay  of!  the  debt,  yet 
all  modem  financiers  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  that  if  you  want  to  get 
out  of  debt  there  is  only  one  way,  and  that  is  by 
paying  the  debt.  In  other  words,  if  you  have 
£20,000  or  £60,000  in  hand,  you  should  pay  off 
£20,000  or  £50,000  of  the  debt.  That  is  the 
plan,  and  not  to  put  it  into  a  sinking  fund. 
You,  Sir,  sitting  in  that  chair  for  so  many 
years,  must  have  recognised  that  in  the  case  of 
a  sinking  fund,  whether  for  the  colony  or  for  a 
local  body,  the  consequence  is  that,  after  the 
sinking  fund  has  been  accumulated  by  some 
thrifty  Treasurer,  an  unthrifty  Treasurer  comes 
along  and  takes  it  up  and  uses  it.  At  one  time 
the  sinking  fund  in  this  colony  accumulated 
to  three  and  a  half  millions ;  and  to-day  how 
much  is  there  left  ?  £850,000.  Various  improvi- 
dent Treasurers  came  in  and  took  all  there  was  ; 
and,  if  we  start  with  a  sinking  fund  attached 
to  this  loan,  some  Tree^urer  will  come  in  and 
borrow  all  that  sinking  fund.  If  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
had  been  carried  it  would  have  meant  that,  as 
money  came  in,  so  much  of  the  debt  would 
have  been  exchanged,  and  thon  there  would 
have  been  no  money  for  an  improvident  Trea- 
surer to  lay  his  hand  upon.  We  have  had 
several  locej  bodies  which  have  accumulated 
sinking  funds,  and  then  they  have  voted  for 
having  them  taken  up  and  used.  There  is 
another  very  unsatisfactory  thing,  and  it  is 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  gone  in  for 
borrowing  all  this  amount  of  money  at  one  felt 
swoop  ;  because,  looking  over  the  return  of  the 
Lands  and  Deeds  Begistration  Office,  I  find 
the  growth  each  year  is  about  £1,500,000  or 
£1,600,000.  On  the  31st  March,  1892,  the 
total  of  mortgages  registered  was  £26,833,000, 
and  it  grew  to  £27,900,000  in  1898.  Again,  on 
the  31st  March,  1898,  it  was  £27,900,000,  and 
it  grew  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  £29,600,000. 
That  is  a  little  more  than  a  million  and  a 
half  a  year ;  and  yet  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proposes  calmly  to  borrow  a  million  and 
a  half  a  year.  I  cannot  think  a  million  and 
a  half  a  year  will  be  absolutely  got  by  him. 
The  pity  seems  to  me  that  he  should  have 
come  in  with  such  a  large  amount,  because 
that  is  the  total  growth  of  all  the  mortgages, 
and   that  includes   all   above  £5,000,  and  a 
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large  variety  of  mortgages  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  accept  under  the  Bill, 
and  which  be  has  no  right  to  accept  under  the 
Bill.  This  is  a  fact  he  stated  himself :  that  he 
would  need  only  £500,000  this  year.  It  seems  to 
me,  then,  a  pity  that  he  should  have  put  in  for 
£1,800,000  in  order  to  frighten  the  English  bond- 
holder. At  the  same  time,  I  do  admit  that  this 
Bill  has  been  improved  in  Committee,  and,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  only  allowed  his 
followers  to  improve  the  Bill  as  they  desired,  it 
would  have  been  made  very  much  better  still. 
I  think  the  limitation  of  the  amount,  and 
making  the  term  two  years  instead  of  three, 
are  decided  improvements.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
third  reading,  in  the  hope  that  the  Bill  will 
be  further  improved  in  another  Chamber,  and 
that  next  year,  if  it  is  found  unworkable,  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  bring  down  an 
amending  Bill,  which  will  make  it  more  satis- 
factory than  it  now  is. 

Major  STEWARD. —  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  at  any  length  on  the  policy  of  this  Bill. 
I  spoke  previously  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill;  and,  with  members  of  the  House  gene- 
rally, I  am  earnestly  in  favour  of  the  object 
which  it  seeks  to  gain — that  is,  that  the  settlers 
of  the  country  shall  be  enabled  to  pursue  their 
industries  under  a  lighter  handicap  than  they 
have  at  present.  Therefore,  Sir,  with  the 
general  policy  of  the  Bill  I  agree,  and  I  shall 
he  very  glad  when  it  is  passed  into  law.  But 
my  special  object  in  rismg  to-night  is  to  say 
that  I  feel  very  much  disappointed  with  the 
action  of  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City.  It  faecamo  my  duty,  in  Committee,  as 
a  member  for  South  Canterbury,  in  which  dis- 
trict three  or  four  village  settlements  have  been 
established,  and  from  the  settlers  of  which  I 
have  received  numerous  letters  asking  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  take  advantage  of 
this  measure,  and  pointing  out  the  difficulty 
in  their  way  —  it  became  my  duty,  I  say, 
to  ask  that  the  minimum  of  advances  that 
might  be  given  upon  improvements  should  be 
reduced  from  £50  to  a  lesser  sum.  A  num- 
ber of  those  holdings  are  of  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  acres,  and  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments that  have  been  put  upon  them  is,  in 
many  cases,  not  more  than  £50,  £60,  £70,  or 
£80  within  the  last  year,  and  it  has  been  a 
severe  struggle  for  them  to  do  that  in  view  of 
the  small  yield  of  grain  and  the  abnormally 
low  price  for  the  grain  in  the  English  market. 
The  fact  is  this:  th&t  the  quotation  in  England 
lately — within  the  last  three  or  four  days — is 
£1  4b.  8d.  per  quarter  for  grain,  which  means 
8s.  Ofd.,  and  the  cost  of  delivering  in  London 
of  that  grain  is  Is.  8^d.,  which  leaves  Is.  4d.  to 
the  grower — a  price  which  cannot  pay.  The 
men  who  have  taken  up  these  allotments  of 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  acres  have  necessarily 
done  BO  with  the  view  of  putting  thtm  down 
in  grass,  and  in  the  meantime  they  have 
raised  grain-crops.  They  have  lost  heavily, 
and  have  not  been  able  to  pay  their  rentals. 
My  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands 
has  been  very  merciful  during  the  last  year 
«i  eighteen  months,  and  has  not  pressed 
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them  for  their  rent.  A  number  of  them  liWM 
written  to  me,  almost  piteously,  asking  m«i 
to  do  all  I  can  in  their  behalf,  and  they  httva 
told  me  that  if  they  are  able  to  get  advanoes 
of  anything  like  50  per  cent,  on  what  they 
have  already  spent  on  permanent  improve- 
ments of  their  sections  they  will  be  able  to 
pay  their  rent  and  ce^rry  on.  Now,  in  some 
of  these  cases  the  permanent  improvements  do 
not  amount  to  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  £100. 
therefore  it  follows  that  the  minimum  of  £S0 
will  not  relieve  them  at  all ;  and  acting  at  their 
instance,  and  in  their  behalf,  I  have  sucoeedad 
up  to  a  certain  stage  in  carrying  to-night  in 
this  House  that  the  possible  amount  that  may 
be  advanced  under  certain  circumstemces,  if 
the  Minister  is  satisfied,  shall  be  £25.  Sir, 
when  the  amendment  of  the  clause  which  was 
committed — clause  42 — was  moved  by  me,  and 
was  carried,  I  was  surprised  to  find  my  honour- 
able friend — I  may  say  my  literary  friend,  who 
knows  thoroughly  what  ought  to  be  the  con- 
struction of  language — the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  opposed  me  on  the  technical 
ground  that,  because  clause  42  was  committed 
simply  for  the  reduction  of  £50  to  £25,  there- 
fore it  was  not  competent  for  me  to  move  a 
further  amendment  to  make  the  clause  con- 
sistent with  itself.  Sir,  I  simply  wish  to  refer 
to  your  own  decision,  which  will  be  found  at 
page  29  of  the  "  Decisions  of  Speakers  "  o{ 
New  Zealand,  which  lies  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  which  says,  "  It  is  not  in  order 
to  recommit  a  portion  of  a  clause ;  the  whole 
clause  must  bo  recommitted."  Therefore,  Sir, 
clause  42  being  recommitted,  I  was  clearly 
within  your  own  ruling,  and  entirely  in  order, 
in  moving  the  addition  of  the  words  that  were 
proposed.  I  do  not  propose  to  challenge  the 
decision  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  bat 
I  simply  desire  to  place  this  on  record.  This 
being  a  money  Bill,  it  will  not,  I  think — I  speak 
with  due  deference  —  be  possible  for  another 
place  to  amend  the  Bill,  and  therefore  it  will 
have  to  be  amended  by  Ocvemor's  message  to 
bring  it  within  the  compass  of  the  Queen's 
English.  The  section  originally  read  as  follows 
— I  refer  to  subsection  (3)  of  clause  42 :  "  No 
advance  shall  be  granted  for  a  sum  less  tbaa 
fifty  pounds  or  more  than  five  thousand 
pounds,  and  every  advance  shall  be  for  fifty 
pounds  or  a  multiple  of  fifty  pounds."  The 
Committee  has  struck  out  the  words  "  fifty 
pounds  or,"  and  we  have  inserted  the  words 
"  twenty-five  pounds  nor."  The  subsection 
therefore  now  reads,  "No  advance  shall  be 
granted  for  a  sum  of  less  than  twenty-five 
pounds  nor  for  more  than  five  thousand 
pounds,  and  every  advance  shall  be  for  fifty 
pounds  or  a  multiple  of  fifty  pounds."  There- 
fore the  subsection  is  in  confiict  with  itself. 
Beginning  by  saying  that  no  advance  shall 
be  less  than  £26,  it  ends  by  saying  it  shall 
not  be  less  than  £50  or  a  multiple  of  £50.  It 
is  therefore  perfectly  evident  that  the  further 
amendment  proposed  in  Committee  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  m6kke  the  clause  cany 
the  intention  of  the  Committee.  It  could 
not  be  amended,  I  believe,  in  another  place. 
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•nd  will  have  to  be  amended  by  Governor's 
ntessage.  It  is  possible  it  may  be  amended 
on  the  third  reading,  in  acoordanoe  with 
what  is  done  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but 
that  is  the  only  course  that  can  be  pursued. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  should  like  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  The  honourable  mem- 
oer  has  apparently  led  the  House  to  assume 
that  I  was  opposed  to  the  reduction  to  £25. 

Major  STEWABD.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  was  in  favour  of  a  reduc- 
tion to  £10 ;  and  all  I  said  was  this.  When 
it  was  ruled  that  other  sections  could  not  be 
amended  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  amend- 
ments specially  referred  to  the  Committee,  I 
raised  the  question  whether  this  section  of  the 
Bill  could  be  otherwise  amended.  I  was  not 
oppotied  to  the  amendment,  but  I  wished  the 
rule  to  be  uniform. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  wish  to  say  I  did  not 
challenge  the  honourable  member.  What  I 
wanted  to  point  out  was  that  a  consequential 
amendment  necessary  to  the  amendment  that 
had  been  carried  had  not  been  admitted  in 
Committee,  and  that  if  not  put  in  there  it  will 
have  to  be  moved  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill,  or  otherwise  come  down  by  Governor's 
message. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  the  House 
ooght  to  understand  perfectly  dearly  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  did.  As  far 
as  I  was  able  to  gather,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's speech  was  an  excellent  speech  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Major  STEWARD.— What  do  you  say? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  said  it  was  a  most 
excellent  speech,  and  would  be  appreciated  by 
his  constituents.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man states  that  lie  was  very  much  pleased  to 
have  carried  the  amendment,  which  would  en- 
able his  new  settlers  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Bill.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that 
some  of  these  settlers  will  take  advantage  of  the 
Bill  to  the  fullest  limit,  and  that  in  the  course 
o(  a  year  or  two  they  will  approach  this  House 
with  a  petition  and  ask  to  be  freed  from  the 
interest  on  these  advances.  These  now  settlers 
have  already  been  before  this  House.  They 
petitioned  to  have  areas  of  agricultural  country 
m  that  vicinity  opened  for  settlement  at  Wai- 
mate. They  wore  clamouring  for  the  land,  and 
said  they  would  improve  it,  and  pay  rent  and 
interest  upon  tho  cost,  and  become  good  and 
genuine  settlers ;  but  they  have  not  had  the 
land  two  years  before  they  petition  for  reduction 
of  rent,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
pleads  that  a  whole  year's  rent  should  bo  re- 
mitted. That  is  where  the  weakness  of  the 
Govenunent  administration  comes  in.  They 
boy  land  with  an  excessive  valuation  put  on, 
lik«  Pomabaka,  and  the  people  are  handicapped 
for  all  time.  The  honourable  member  groans ; 
and  no  wonder.  Extend  this  principle  suf- 
ficiently and  you  will  find  a  political  influence 
created  that  will  be  quite  strong  enough  to 
come  to  this  House  and  insist  that  remis- 
Mons  of  rent  and  of  interest  shaJl  be  made. 
This  Bill  is  one  which  I  am  sorry  to  think  I 
did  not  succeed  in  amending.    I  should  have 


liked  to  have  began  by  amending  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill,  which  reads  as  follows :  "  Whereas, 
by  reason  of  the  high  rates  of  interest  charged 
on  mortgage  of  land,"  to  odd  "  consequent  on 
the  unjust  and  heavy  taxation  imposed  on  the 
mortgagee,  and  consequently  on  the  unfortu- 
nate borrower."  That  is  what  I  wished  to  insert, 
as  it  would  have  made  it  dear  to  farmers — that 
is,  the  borrowers — that  the  reason  why  the  rate 
of  interest  was  so  heavy  was  that  people  who 
advanced  that  money  on  land  had  certain  taxa- 
tion placed  upon  it  which  was  not  placed 
upon  other  securities.  If  that  amendment  had 
been  inserted,  they — the  borrowing  farmers — 
would  have  understood  the  reason  why  money 
was  dear  to  them  to-day.  The  preamble  goes 
on  to  say,  "  and  the  heavy  incidental  expenses 
connected  therewith,  settlers  are  heavily  bur- 
dened, and  the  progress  of  the  colony  is  much 
retarded."  Sir,  I  did  hope  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would 
bring  down  a  measure  of  genuine  relief  to 
the  farmers.  Has  ho  done  so  ?  He  has  not. 
The  Bill  is  largely  a,  deception.  Let  us  take 
an  example.  You  first  of  all  advance  to  the 
settler  his  £100,  and  you  give  him  to  under- 
stand that  by  paying  5  per  cent,  on  tho  prin- 
cipal and  1  per  cent,  by  way  of  sinking  fund 
it  will  be  finally  wiped  out  in  thirty-six  years ; 
and  you  give  him  to  understand  that  with  1 
per  cent,  sinking  fund  he  may  by  his  toil  have 
a  free  estate  to  hand  over  to  liis  grandchildren. 
Let  us  inquire  into  it.  A  man  borrows  his 
£100,  and  for  the  first  lialf-year  he  has  only 
5  per  cent,  interest  to  pay,  and  1  per  cent,  goes 
towards  the  final  extinguishing  of  tho  debt ; 
but  take  the  eighth  year,  and  he  is  paying 
7  per  cent. ;  and  in  twenty  years  how  much  is 
he  paying?  Why,  10  per  cent. — 5  per  cent, 
interest  and  5  per  cent,  principal ;  and,  as  the 
principal  sum  upon  which  he  has  to  work 
diminishes,  his  yearly  payments  of  principal 
largely  increase — that  is,  as  his  ability  to  pay 
decreases  his  calls  become  heavier.  I  venture 
to  say,  when  it  is  understood  in  this  colony 
that  that  is  tho  mode  in  which  this  Bill  is  to 
be  applied 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Does  the  Olago  Daily 
Times  say  that  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No,  the  Otago  Daily 
Times  is  different ;  but  I  wonder  tho  honour- 
able gentleman  reads  the  Ottujo  Daily  Times, 
because  he  has  frequently  said  that  you  cannot 
rely  upon  the  Otago  Daily  Times,  and  I  wonder 
the  honourable  gentleman  reads  anything  he 
cannot  rely  upon.  His  time  is  much  too  valu- 
able. Let  us  take  this  £100  without  the  aid  of 
tho  Otago  Daily  Times.  I  want  to  show  that 
tlie  annual  instalment  required  from  the  bor- 
rower is  too  heavy,  and  that  he  is  not  getting 
that  relief  that  is  necessary.  I  think  it  would 
be  far  better  if  you  charged  them  the  5  per 
cent.,  Euid  let  them  understand  that  they  can 
continue  at  that  rate  as  long  as  they  keep  their 
farms  sound.  But  the  amount  you  require 
them  now  to  pay  off  is  too  much,  as  there  are 
few  farmers  making  sufficient  to  enable  them 
to  pay  off  such  a  large  amount.  When  a  farmer 
borrows  his  £100,  no  doubt  he  imagines  he  is 
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getting  that  sum  for  the  whole  period  of  thirty- 
six  years,  but  be  is  doing  nothing  of  the  sort. 
Why,  in  twelve  years'  time  before  expiry  it  is 
down  to  £50,  and  he  has  only  £50  to  work  on ; 
and  if  yon  take  it  for  a  longer  period,  fifteen 
half-yearly  payments  before  it  is  due,  it  is  down 
to  £30 ;  and  yet  he  is  paying  on  that  £30  the 
■mn  of  £6  per  annum,  which  is  almost  30 
per  cent,  on  the  total  advance.  I  venture 
to  say  that  is  not  the  kind  of  relief  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  gives  them  to  under- 
stand he  is  extending.  I  wish  also  to  refer 
to  the  mode  of  borrowing  this  money.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken  authority  to 
borrow  it  by  two  methods — first  in  the  colony, 
and  secondly  at  Home.  I  say  he  has  no  right 
to  borrow  in  the  colony  for  this  purpose  at 
the  present  time,  for  every  penny  is  required 
in  the  colony  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
trade  and  manufacture  and  production ;  and, 
if  the  Oovemment  induce  money-lenders  to 
place  their  funds  in  the  colonial  stocks,  they 
are  absorbing  the  money  which  is  required  for 
the  development  of  the  country.  But  this  is 
not  the  only  thing:  there  is  the  Consols  Bill, 
Tinder  which  the  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  borrow  £1,000,000.  What  does  that 
mean?  Why,  if  the  money  is  raised  here  at 
4  per  cent,  he  will  be  paying  £90,000  more 
on  bis  £1,000,000  than  he  ought  to  pay.  The 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  money  U 
over-plentiful  here,  and  seeking  investment  at 
8^  per  cent. ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  quoted 
a  case,  giving  particulars,  showing  that  there 
are  excellent  securities  going  begging  upon 
which  9  per  cent,  is  now  being  paid.  These 
securities,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  says,  are 
only  half  the  land-tax  assessment:  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  realise  how 
illogical  his  contention  is.  On  the  one  hand 
he  asserts  there  are  ample  funds  awaiting  in- 
vestment at  3^  per  cent.,  and  on  the  other  that 
there  is  excellent  security  going  begging  at  9 
per  cent.  He  also  tells  us  that  all  this  money 
IS  to  be  advanced  on  new  mortgages ;  and  we 
know  perfectly  well  it  is  not  to  be  advanced  on 
any  such  new  security. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — I  understood  you 
did  Eay  it — that  you  expected  that  the  money 
was  going  to  be  taken  up  on  new  mortgages. 

Mr.  WARD.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  accept  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  statement.  I  must  have  mis- 
understood what  he  said,  because  there  are  no 
such  mortgages  to  absorb  the  amount  he  states. 
Now  I  come  to  a  very  important  point — namely, 
that  part  regarding  the  taxation  of  mortgages. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  refused  to-night 
to  place  private  persons  advancing  money  in 
this  colony  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Oovem- 
ment are  placed.  If  a  private  person  is  foolish 
enough  to  come  to  New  Zealand  with  £10,000 
and  to  settle  here,  and  to  bring  his  wife  and 
family  with  him,  he  is  told  at  once  that  if 
he  advances  money  on  mortgage  he  is  not  to 
be  permitted  any  exemption,  but  is  to  be  sub- 
jected to  i  per  cent,  taxation,  and  will  have 
ilr.  T.  JtacJcentit 


to  pay  8s.  4d.  for  every  £100  he  advances.  That 
is  what  he  is  told-  The  Government  can  borrow 
from  the  money-lenders  at  Home ;  the  money- 
lender may  remain  in  England,  and  this  BUI 
empowers  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  from  him  at 
4  per  cent.,  and  that  money  is  not  to  be  sub- 
jected to  taxation  in  this  colony  at  all.  That 
is  a  matter  the  House  and  the  country  ought  ta 
understand.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  is  giving 
a  distinct  premium  to  people  to  stay  in  other 
countries  and  draw  all  their  income  from  this 
colony  through  the  Government,  and  the  money 
is  not  to  be  taxed ;  but  if  they  come  here  to 
settle,  and  bring  their  wives  and  families,  and 
spend  their  income  and  live  in  the  place,  for 
doing  that  they  are  to  be  subjected  to  special 
taxation.  I  say  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
will  never  carry  out  a  policy  of  that  sort  if 
he  gives  it  that  consideration  which  he  ought 
to  give  it.  He  will  perhaps  tell  us  that  this 
money  is  to  be  subject  to  taxation.  He,  how- 
ever, has  not  yet  made  the  discovery  that  it 
is,  and  he  has  twice  voted  against   its   being 

E laced  on  the  same  footing  as  money  advanced 
y  private  persons  and  companies-  The 
Bill  shows  that,  if  there  is  any  deficiency  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  these 
funds,  the  honourable  gentleman  can  fall 
bock  upon  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  make  up  any  deficiency  that 
might  arise  from  advancing  money  to  bor- 
rowers or  farmers  in  the  colony.  And  what 
does  that  mean  ?  That,  if  this  scheme  is  not 
a  success,  every  borrower  is  to  he  assisted  by 
persons  who  do  not  borrow,  bat  who  are  con- 
suming dutiable  goods  in  the  colony,  and  that 
the  consolidated  revenue  is  to  bear  any  loss  in 
regard  to  any  advances  made  under  this  mea- 
sure. Speaking  generally  upon  this  question  of 
money,  I  believe  myself  that,  had  the  Govern- 
ment not  interfered  as  much  as  they  have  in 
this  colony  with  the  ordinary  trade  the  ordi- 
nary law  of  supply  and  demand  would  have 
brought  down  money  at  the  present  time  to 
the  rate  indicated  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance. 
He  pointed  out  in  several  speeches  that  money 
was  only  worth  5J  per  cent.,  and  that  Govern- 
ment could  not  get  5^  per  cent,  for  their  ia- 
surance  money.  That  was  three  years  ago,  and 
he  illustrated  in  the  Financial  Statement  year 
by  year  that  charges  were  coming  down  in 
consequence  of  previous  sound  administration. 
And  in  this  House  he  quoted  one  case  in  which 
one  money-lending  firm  was  prepared  to  take 
up  these  advances  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 
The  reason  money  was  high  in  this  colony  was- 
not  far  to  seek.  Firstly,  money  was  soared 
away  a  few  years  ago  by  the  dreadful  threats 
uttered  against  all  who  had  any  money  in  the 
colony ;  secondly,  the  money  which  would 
naturally  have  tajcen  the  place  of  the  with- 
drawn capital  was  all  absorbed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, as  I  will  presently  show ;  and,  thirdly,, 
severe  exceptional  taxation  was  placed  on  8^ 
money  advanced  on  mortgage,  which  was  not 
placed  on  money  going  into  other  investment. 
If  the  Government  had  not  absorbed  so  much 
of  the  funds  in  the  Public  Trust  Office,  In- 
surance, and  Post  Office  there  would  have  been 
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ample  money  available  without  going  to  the 
London  market.     Its  own  funds  are  very  large, 
uid  they  ought  not  to  have  to  go  to  London. 
The  Government  Insurance  lent  something  like 
£1,691,000  in  stock,  deficiency  bills,  and  Trea- 
sary  bills,  and   only   some  £400,0CI0   odd   ad- 
vanced on  mortgage ;    and   if  we  look  at  the 
business  last  year  in  connection  with  the  Go- 
Temment  Insurance  we  find  that  £114,000  of 
Treasury  bills  were  renewed,  and  only  £3,000 
of  mortgages  were  renewed.    The  Public  Trust 
OfSce  renewed  £212,000  of  Treasury  bills,  and 
not  one  penny  of  mortgages    was  renewed ; 
and  if  we  go  still  further  we  find  that  the 
money  has  been  absorbed  by  the  Government 
at  a  Ion  rate  of  interest — ^moneys  that  ought 
to  have  gone  in  the  natural  course  of  affairs 
to  the  settlers  of  the  colony  in  order  to  give 
them  assistance.    In  addition  to  that,  we  have 
taxed  once,  and  sometimes  twice,  every  penny 
advanced  on  mortgage,  and  we  have  put  taxa- 
tion upon  money  coming  here  for  investment 
on  mortgage.      Again   referring  to   this   Bill, 
let  OS  look  at  the   position  a  man  occupies 
who  borrows  £100  under  this  scheme  from  the 
Govemment.     First  of  all  he  refunds  £100; 
then  there  is  the  interest,  £117 — and  we  should 
suppose  that  for  that  £217  he  was  enjoying 
advantages  on  the  whole  £100  for  the  whole 
period,  but  he  is  not.    Twelve  and  a  half  years 
before  his  final  payment  is  due  his  advance  is 
down  to  £50,  and  he  is  not  enjoying  the  full 
benefit  of    the  £100.     There   are  something 
like  fifteen    payments,  and  before   the   final 
amount  is  due   it   is  down   to  £30.    That  is 
^e  position.     After  paying  no  less  than  £217 
for  the  loan,  he  does  not  enjoy  the  full  advan- 
tages of  the  £100  for  the  whole  period.    The 
Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  to-night,  in  refer- 
ence to  exemptions  on  mortgages,  that  five  in 
every  six  were  exempt.    I  find  that  the  money 
advanced  on  mortgage,  speaking  roughly,  when 
Mr.  Ballance  was  preparing  his  financial  pro- 
posals three  years  ago,  was  about  twenty-five 
millions,  and  the  taxation  derived  from  that 
was  £100,000,   and  •  if  we  work  that  out  we 
find  that  it   includes  almost  every  penny  of 
that  twenty-five   millions  of  money;   and,  if 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  contention  is  correct, 
that  five-sixths   of   these   advances   on   mort- 
gage are   exempt,  surely   the  vast  proportion 
of  that  £100,000  would  never  be  levied  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  made  that  state- 
ment, I  regret  to  say,  without  considering  the 
matter  in  its  fullest  sense.    I   say  that  the 
intention  of   this  Bill  was  primarily  to  aid 
the  farmers  of  the  colony.    That  intention  has 
,njj    been  entirely  departed   from.     You 
■  ■    sure    embracing  within   the   scope   of 
the  BiU   your  town   buildings   and   suburban 
residences.     You  may  advance  a  lot  of  money 
on  the  security  of  some  mushroom  town,  the 
prosperity   of   which   is   contingent  upon   the 
mines  in  its  neighbourhood.    But  a  lot  of  the 
minea  may  be  shut  down,  or  may  run  out,  and 
the  buildings  in  that  vicinity  will,  of  course, 
denreciate  in  consequence.     We  know  how  the 
VBloes  of   town  property  rise   and  fall,  and 
I  say,  in.  «  measure  of  this  sort,  the  Ck>- 


venunent  ought  not  to  embrace  within  its 
scope  securities  of  that  description.  Then,  Sir, 
the  amount  of  the  advance  shows  that  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  is  to  secure  the  large  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  There  can  be  no  small 
farmers  aided  if  we  are  going  to  advance  on 
properties  worth  £7,000  and  £8,000.  This  Bill 
provides  that  you  can  advance  money  on  pro- 
perties worth  £8,000  and  £10,000  in  the  towns. 
Kow,  an  average  of  £20,000  comes  to  each 
constituency,  so  the  money  will  not  go  far. 
The  advancing  up  to  two-thirds  of  the  value  is 
also  too  high,  and  for  these  and  other  reEisons 
1  consider  that,  instead  of  having  a  good  and 
useful  measure  submitted  to  us,  we  have  a 
crade  and  ill-thought-out  proposal,  such  as 
the  settlers  would  not  be  justified  in  accepting. 
Now,  if  the  Government  had  brought  down  a 
Bill  proposing  to  charge  a  reasonable  rate  of 
interest,  and  letting  the  person  who  borrowed 
continue  to  pay  interest  so  long  as  his  se- 
curity continued  good  and  he  was  prepared  to 
pay,  they  might  have  done  some  good;  bat 
they  do  not  propose  that.  They  are  willing 
to  advance  money  on  security,  making  the 
borrowers  believe  that  the  1  per  cent,  sinking 
fund  will  in  time  liquidate  the  principal  of  the 
debt ;  whereas  in  reality  they  will  as  time  goes 
on  call  up  up  to  15  and  20  per  cent.,  which  it 
must  be  apparent  is  beyond  the  means  of 
settlers  to  pay,  and  all  the  time  the  principal  is 
being  gradually  diminished.  I  am  sorry  they 
have  not  brought  in  a  more  workable  measure. 
I  should  like  to  explain  that  I  gave  a  pair  the 
other  night  to  a  member  who  was  unwell,  and 
I  am  made  to  support  Mr.  Eamshaw's  amend- 
ment to  extend  the  principle  of  lending  on  all 
classes  of  property :  this,  of  course,  I  strongly 
object  to. 

Mr.  LANG. — I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  for  more  than  a  couple 
of  minutes,  but  I  want  to  give  my  reasons 
for  voting  against  this  Bill.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  a  very  different  measure  from 
that  which  was  placed  before  the  country  at 
the  time  of  the  elections.  It  was  always 
spoken  of  then  as  a  measure  for  providing 
cheap  money  for  farmers,  and  the  Premier 
himself,  in  this  House,  spoke  about  it  as  a 
measure  for  providing  cheap  money  for  farmers. 
Then,  again,  I  object  to  the  two-thirds  valua- 
tion. This,  I  believe,  is  the  extreme  limit  to 
which  money  is  generally  lent  by  private  people 
and  commercial  firms,  and  we  know  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  they  have  failed  in  conse- 
quence. We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Qovernment  will  be  more  careful  than  private 
people  or  commercial  firms  are  with  their 
money.  Then,  again,  the  proposal  is  to  lend 
money  up  to  £6,000:  this  sum  I  consider  to 
be  a  great  deal  too  high,  and  altogether  it  is 
at  variance  with  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  Government,  to  do  the  greatest  amount  of 
good  to  the  greatest  number.  Surely  it  is  bet- 
ter to  divide  £5,000  among  twenty-five  people 
than  to  give  it  all  to  one  individual.  The 
smaller  borrowers  would  reap  a  greater  bene- 
fit in  proportion  than  the  larger  ones.  The 
larger  one,  who  wonts  on  advance  of  £5,000, 
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does  not  gek  8o  much  advantage  as  the  man 
who  requires  to  borrow  £50  or  £100,  beoanse 
the  interest  on  small  amounts  is  much  higher, 
and  the  cost  of  obtaining  the  mortgage  is 
much  larger  in  proportion.  The  amount  of 
relief  which  the  measure  is  intended  to  afiord 
will  be  a  mere  drop  in  the  bncket.  What  is 
one  and  a  half  millions  when  compared  with 
the  twenty-nine  millions  which  is  the  amount 
lent  on  mortgage  in  the  colony  7  It  seems  to 
me  that  only  a  favoured  few  will  get  the  ad- 
vantage. The  Government,  in  their  system  of 
co-operative  works,  are  stated  to  be  doing  good 
to  the  poorer  people,  and  it  is  said  to  be  of 
greater  advantage  to  let  the  work  direct  to 
them  than  to  let  it  to  contractors.  Surely, 
then,  they  ought  to  adopt  the  same  plan  in 
regard  to  this  scheme,  and  allow  the  advantage 
to  be  obtained  by  the  smaller  people,  as  in  the 
first  case.  The  honourable  member  for  Bic- 
carton,  in  moving  his  amendment,  excused 
himself  for  not  supporting  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  £5,000  in  order  to  replace  it 
with  £1,000  on  the  ground  that  very  few  would 
require  the  larger  amount ;  but  the  Minister 
said  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  larger  amount 
left  in,  for,  if  not,  it  woald  not  pay.  Now,  I 
think  it  goes  without  saying  that  the  Minister 
will  naturally  prefer  the  large  sums,  so  as  to 
make  it  a  paying  concern.  This  Bill  was  not 
altogether  popular  in  the  country,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  when  it  becomes  known  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  it  will  be  still  more  unpopular  than 
before. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  detain  the  House  at  any  length  at  this  stage 
of  the  debate,  because  when  I  spoke  on  the 
second  reading  I  stated  my  objections  very 
fully.  But  there  are  one  or  two  points  which 
at  that  time  I  failed  to  bring  out  clearly,  and 
which  I  propose  now  to  refer  to  very  briefly 
indeed.  The  iirst  is  that  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form  has  never  been  before  the  country.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  one  or  two  members  of 
the  Oovemment  at  the  time  of  the  late  election 
mentioned  that  it  was  intended  to  do  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  providing  cheap  money  for 
the  settlers ;  but  outside  the  capital  it  was 
never  understood  that  this  Bill  was  to  apply 
to  merchants,  manufacturers,  publicans,  and 
other  people  in  the  cities.  It  was  always 
spoken  of  and  referred  to  as  a  Bill  to  provide 
cheap  money  for  farmers.  Even  now,  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  it  is  referred  to  as  a 
iarmer's  loan  Bill.  The  opposition  to  it  at  the 
present  time  in  the  country  is  very  strong,  but 
when  the  electors  realise  that  we  are  going  in 
for  borrowing  to  such  an  extent  the  opposition 
to  it  will  be  much  stronger  than  it  is  now.  I 
have  received  a  telegram  from  a  gentleman  in 
Auckland  on  this  subject,  and  this  is  what  he 
says 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Is  he  a  member  of  the 
National  Association? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  believe  he  is.  All  these 
people  are  members  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb.— The  National  "  Asses." 

Mr.  MASSEY.— There  are  no  asses  in  the 
Mr.  Lang 


National  Association,  but  there  are  plenty  of 
two-legged  donkeys  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That,  sir,  is  a  very  im- 
proper remark  to  make  in  reference  to  members 
of  the  House.  I  call  upon  you  to  withdraw  it 
at  once. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  withdraw  the  remark. 
This  is  the  telegram : — 

"  Feeling  here  very  strong  against  borrowing 
proposals.  Petition  against  Cheap  Money  Bill 
and  Consols  being  numerously  signed.  First 
petition,  740  signatures,  posted.  More  to  fol- 
low." 

This  is  an  indication  of  what  is  going  on  at 
the  present  time,  and  a  very  strong  indication 
too.  Turning  to  the  Bill  itself,  there  is  the 
clause — subsection  (8)  of  clause  44 — which  re- 
fers to  cases  where  the  mortgagors  pay  sums, 
additional  to  the  1  per  cent.,  in  reduction  of 
the  principal  of  the  mortgage  debt :  "  All  such 
last-mentioned  payments  shall  be  credited  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum 
per  annum."  Now,  let  us  suppose  a  man  has 
borrowed  £1,000  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.  We  will  imagine  he  has  paid  off  £S0O 
of  that  money.  For  that  £500  he  is  only 
credited  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per 
cent,  per  annum,  but  he  is  still  charged 
5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  £1,000,  which  would 
mean  £50  per  annum.  He  is  credited  with 
£20  per  annum  for  the  £500  he  has  paid  off, 
leaving  £30  per  annum  which  he  still  owes : 
that  is  interest  at  the  rate  really  of  6  p&r 
cent.,  which,  with  the  1  per  cent,  sinking  fund, 
means  an  annual  charge  of  7  per  cent,  per 
annum.  We  have  heard  the  property-tax 
spoken  of  as  a  tax  upon  industry,  but,  Sir, 
this  is  even  worse  in  that  respect.  This  I 
consider  to  be  a  most  objectionable  clause.  I 
do  not  think  the  Treasurer  can  explain  it 
away.  However,  it  is  quite  useless  to  urge 
objections  against  the  Bill.  When  the  division 
is  taken  a  large  majority  will  follow  the  Govern- 
ment into  one  lobby,  and  we  shall  have  a  small 
minority  in  the  other  lobby.  We  can  only  pro- 
test against  the  Bill  becoming  law,  and  against 
another  three  millions  being  added  to  the  al- 
ready heavy  burdens  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW. -There  is  an  old  saying 
about  the  Bourbons  that  they  learned  nothing 
and  that  thoy  forgot  nothing.  So  it  is  with 
the  Government:  though  they  have  had  the 
research  and  views  of  others  before  them,  yet 
thoy  have  learned  nothing  new,  nor  improved 
on  the  scheme  before  this  House  in  1S8S. 
In  that  year,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mao- 
andrew,  a  Committee  was  set  up.  Looking 
through  the  names  I  find  they  were  not  all  of 
them  Liberals ;  in  fact,  the  Liberal  party  of 
to-day  would  regard  them  as  very  Conservative. 
The  purpose  for  which  that  Committee  was  set 
up  was, — 

"  To  consider  and  report  as  to  how  far  it  is 
expedient  that  the  credit  of  the  colony  should 
be  applied  towards  making  advances  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest  to  settlers  on  the  security  of 
their  land,  and  also  as  to  the  best  mode  in 
which  such  credit  may  be  so  applied,  the  Com- 
mittee to  have  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
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p^)er8,  and  to  confer  with  any  Committee  of 
the  I<egialative  Council  that  may  be  appointed 
Kith  a  similar  object ;  five  to  form  a  quoram  ; 
and  to  report  in  three  weeks." 

That  Committee  consisted  of  Mr.  Bevan, 
Ur.  Brace,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  DargavUle,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Whyte,  Sir  J.  Vogel,  and  Mr.  Mac- 
andrew.  And  yet,  Conservative  as  this  Com- 
mittee might  be  considered,  they  proposed  a 
measare  for  advancing  money  to  settlers  whieh 
was  far  better  for  the  country  in  general,  and 
for  the  settlers  particularly,  than  this  measure 
which  the  GoTemment  has  brought  before  us. 
I  will  just  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  Com- 
mittee's report,  so  that  members  may  realise 
how  fat  tbey  meant  to  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  struggling  settlers  of  New  Zealand : — 

"YoDZ  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
paUic  credit  of  New  Zealand  might  with  ad- 
vaotage  be  applied  towards  enabling  settlers, 
on  the  secority  of  their  land,  to  acquire  ad- 
vances at  a  comparatively  low  rate  of  interest. 
Soeh  advances  might  be  made  through  the 
I«iid  Transfer  Department,  in  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding £2,000  to  any  one  individual,  for  any 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years;  rate  of  in- 
terest, 4^  per  cent,  per  annum ;  amount  of 
such  advance  not  to  exceed  one-half  of  the 
value  as  fixed  under  the  Property  Assessment 
Act.  Mortgagor  to  be  entitled  to  cancel  mort- 
gage at  any  time  on  payment  of  the  principal 
■ad  interest  to  date  of  cancellation." 

"  The  sole  instrument  of  mortgEige  should  be 
the  indorsation  thereof  on  the  certificate  of 
title,  and  its  registration  in  the  Land  Transfer 
Office  books." 

"The  amount  advanced  should  be  paid  in 
Kew  Zealand  Government  debentures  of  not 
less  than  £100  each,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
(rf  4  per  cent,  per  annum,  with  a  currency  of 
fifteen  years.  Principal  and  interest  to  be  pay- 
able either  at  the  Colonial  Treasury  or  the  Bank 
of  England." 

"  Mortgages  outstanding  81st  March,  1885. — 
£100  and  under  £500 :  Number,  24,922 ;  amount, 
£5,421,793.  £500  and  under  £1,000 :  Number, 
IfiK ;  amonnt,  £5,027,888.  £1,000  and  under 
(^fiOO :  Nnmber,  6,634.  Above  £100  and  nnder 
£1,000:  Nomber,  32,788.  Total  amount, 
£10,449,676." 

That,  I  think,  is  a  far  better  scheme  for  a 
Oovemment  that  meant  to  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  struggling  settler — by  advancing 
him  a  reasonable  amonnt  of  money  on  assured 
secarity,  and  under  conditions  that  were  safe 
to  the  colony,  and  it  would  not  have  involved 
'  the  colony  in  the  amonnt  which  the  present  Go- 
vernment ohoose  to  do.  When  I  was  speaking 
on  the  Financial  Statement,  I  asked  a  question 
which  has  since  been  asked  of  the  Colonial 
Tnasnrer,  and  during  this  debate  he  has  again 
■od  again  been  challenged  by  many  members 
an  the  same  point,  and  to-night  he  has  also 
Iwsn  eballenged  by  several  members,  but  he 
always  nsfnaed  to  squarely  meet  the  issue — 
Wbo  will  pay  the  mortga^tax  ?  He  has  at 
kit  Mid  that  the  mort^tgor  will  not  pay  it ; 
bat  he  baa  not  said  that  tha  mortgagee  will 


pay  it.  He  is  shuffling  on  this  question,  if  that 
is  a  permissible  word  to  use,  and  he  has  not 
answered  it  in  a  way  the  House  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Th« 
Honse  can  onl^  come  to  one  conclusion :  that 
the  State  is  going  to  forego  the  mortgage-tax. 
I  contend  that  the  only  logical  conclusion 
must  be,  if  the  Government  foregoes  this 
mortgage-tax,  they  must  forego  all  mortgage- 
taxes,  because  you  cannot  tax  one  class  of  the 
community  and  let  others  go  free.  And  it  is 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  manufacturers  in 
towns  are  not  going  to  get  any  relief.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  given  a  distinct  assur- 
ance that  manufacturers  ar>)  going  to  get  no 
relief;  yet  they  will  be  compelled  to  make  good 
a  portion  of  this  mortgage- tax.  I  think  this  is 
very  unfair,  and  if  taxation  is  going  to  be  im- 
posed in  this  way  every  one  in  the  community 
has  a  right  to  share  in  the  borrowed  money. 
As  I  have  said  before,  this  Bill  is  a  very  specious 
one,  and  it  is  one  that  country  members  will 
have  great  difficulty  in  withstanding.  Town 
members  can  stand  very  firmly  against  it,  but 
it  must  be  a  great  tax  on  the  country  members 
to  resist  it,  because  every  country  settlor  will 
believe  at  the  fitst  glance  that  he  will  get 
money  very  cheaply  from  the  Government,  and 
for  ibe  moment  members  may  be  in  a  very  un- 
comfortable position  if  they  do  not  support  it, 
although  I  believe  in  the  end  the  settlers  will 
come  to  see  that  it  will  not  be  of  that  great 
advantage  the  Government  would  lead  them  to 
believe.  I  have  always  been  in  favour  of  the 
Government  coming  to  the  assistance  of  these 
leaseholders  that  the  Government  are  creating, 
seeing  that  they  cannot  borrow  money  in  the 
open  market  like  those  who  hold  in  fee-simple, 
and  if  the  Government  had  been  desirous  to 
feel  their  way  with  this  scheme  and  meet  this 
class  of  settlers  to  the  value  of  half  their  im- 
provements, and  to  a  retwonable  amount,  say 
£500  or  £1,000—1  think,  myseU,  £600  would  be 
quite  ample  at  first — the  whole  of  the  country 
would  have  gone  with  them.  But  the  scheme 
they  have  brought  before  the  Honse  is  of  such 
magnitude  that  the  country  should  pronounce 
on  it  before  it  becomes  law,  and  I  trust  the 
Legislative  Council  will  in  their  wisdom  refuse 
to  pass  the  measure  until  it  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  country.  As  the  measure 
is  now  before  ns  no  constituency  in  New  Zea- 
land has  pronounced  in  its  favour.  The  gene- 
ral question  of  advances  to  settlers  has  been 
before  them,  as  I  have  shown,  from  1885 ;  but  I 
say  distinctly,  that,  as  the  scheme  now  is,  it 
has  not  received  the  sanction  of  the  country. 
It  goes  without  saying  that  it  will  pass  this 
House  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  if  not 
carried  on  the  voices ;  yet  I  say  the  Upper 
House  should  exercise  its  privilege  and  see 
that  a  measure  should  not  be  passed  by  them 
until  they  realise  that  the  country  has  pro- 
nounced in  its  favour.  Another  thing  I  should 
like  to  point  out  is  that,  from  the  time  they 
spoke  on  the  platforms  of  the  country  at  the 
initial  stage  of  the  sobeme,  the  Government 
have  shifted  their  ground.  They  were  at  first 
to  borrow  money  at  8}  pet  cent,  and  lend  it  at 
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£  pel  cent.,  and  all  costs  were  to  be  paid  ont  of 
that  1}  per  cent.  But  since  then  they  have 
demanded  that  the  House  should  give  them 
power  to  borrow  at  4  per  cent.,  and  that  they 
shall  lend  it  at  5  per  cent.,  plus  the  cost  of 
the  mortgage,  although  we  shall  be  minus  the 
mortgage-tax.  That  is  widely  different  from 
the  sclieme  as  first  before  the  country.  But, 
no  matter  how  the  Government  has  changed, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  the  party  as  a  party 
is  prepared  to  carry  it  simply  because  it 
is  a  Government  proposal.  And  this  shows 
how  lax  members  of  the  party  have  been  with 
regard  to  discussing  this  measure  on  its  second 
reading,  and  on  committal ;  and  there  is  also  a 
very  small  quonlm  in  the  House  even  on  its 
third  reading.  The  course  of  this  measure  has 
been  unprecedented,  with  regard  to  any  of  its 
magnitude,  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand  in 
connection  with  proposals  to  borrow  money.  I 
am  sure,  if  a  ballot  could  be  taken  of  members 
on  this  question,  the  proposal  would  be  thrown 
oat  by  an  overwhelming  majority;  and  I  have 
good  grounds  for  this  opinion  in  the  lax  man- 
ner in  which  the  members  have  dealt  with  the 
measure  while  it  has  been  before  the  House. 
I  altogether  oppose  the  Bill,  because  I  think 
two-thirds  is  an  extreme  rate  to  lend  at.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  land  has  come  down  to 
bed-rock,  but  we  do  not  know  whether  that  is 
so.  Take,  for  instance,  the  best  land  in  New 
Zealand — in  Taranaki :  though  it  may  be  going 
up  at  present,  how  long  can  we  say  that  the 
price  of  produce  will  keep  up  ?  It  will  fluctu- 
ate in  the  future  as  frozen  mutton  and  as 
wheat  have  fluctuated  in  the  past.  We  have 
seen  the  time -in  New  Zealand  when  wheat- 
lands  would  bring  double  or  treble  what  they 
will  bring  now.  You  cannot  say  that  prices 
are  at  bed-rock  with  regard  to  produce.  They 
will  always  be  of  a  fluctuating  character,  and 
if  the  Government  are  to  lend  money  for 
thirty  six  years  and  a  half  I  say  they  cannot 
aSord  to  du  it  above  a  one-half  valuation.  They 
should  at  any  rate,  in  the  first  few  years,  feel 
certain  of  the  ground  they  are  going  on,  and 
not  extend  it  beyond  the  half  value.  They  have 
had  the  experience  in  their  own  departments  of 
Insurance  and  Public  Trust,  and  companies, 
vrith  regard  to  lending  on  half  valuation ;  and  I 
say  there  is  no  need  to  go  beyond  that,  at  any 
rate  for  the  first  year  or  two.  And  I  oppose 
the  five-thousand-pound  limit,  because,  if  it  is 
true  there  is  such  an  overwhelming  number  of 

geople  suffering  under  the  payment  of  high 
iterest  for  advances,  that  is  all  the  more  reason 
why  they  should  disperse  the  money  over  the 
widest  area  and  cut  down  the  advances  to  a 
nominal  sum.  This  return  in  1886  shows  that 
in  the  first  two  years,  if  they  had  made  it  £100, 
they  would  have  haA  more  than  they  could 
4o  with  three  millions  to  meet  the  demands 
on  tbem.  I  also  object  to  the  clause  dealing 
with  bankruptcy.  I  think  that  if  the  Govem- 
nent  enters  into  finance,  whether  as  money- 
lenders or  anything  else,  it  should  conform  to 
.common  usage,  and  it  has  no  right  to  have 
precedence  in  this  case ;  more  especially  seeing 
that  there  is  demanded  as  an  insoranoe  against 
Mr.  Eamthaw 


these  risks  the  putting-by  of  one-sixth  of  tiu 
payments  received,  there  is  no  need  to  hate 
this  clause,  that  if  any  one  goes  through  the 
Court  the  Government  shall  have  a  lien  upon 
him  as  long  as  he  lives.  I  think  it  is  improper, 
and  not  what  one  would  expect  from  a  Liberal 
Government.  I  have  opposed  this  measure 
consistently,  as  I  have  opposed  all  the  financial 
policy  measures,  because,  as  far  as  my  lights 
lead  me,  the  country  has  not  pronounced  on 
them  as  a  whole.  There  are  no  parts  of  the 
colony,  since  we  have  been  here,  that  have  de- 
clared with  any  certain  sound  at  ail  that  they 
approved  of  these  financial  policy  proposals. 
In  times  past,  when  large  money-lending  pro- 
posals have  been  brought  forward,  it  ha* 
always  been  that  there  has  been  a  vitality 
throughout  the  country  either  opposing  or 
supporting  them ;  but  I  say  in  no  province 
in  New  Zealand,  while  we  have  had  these  large 
financial  policy  measures  before  us,  has  there 
been  any  indication  that  they  approve  of  them. 
I  do  not  believe  a  single  constituency  have 
declared  by  any  large  public  meeting  that  they 
approve  of  these  iinaQcial  proposals,  but  there 
are  many  places  where  they  have  distinctly 
pronounced  against  them.  I  say  on  these 
grounds  the  hand  of  the  Government  should  be 
stayed,  and  I  do  trust  the  Upper  House  will  see 
its  way  not  to  pass  the  Advances  and  Consols 
Bills  till  the  country  has  pronounced  an 
opinion  upon  them.  I  do  not  believe  the  Go- 
vernment think  they  are  going  to  get  them 
through.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
hope  the  Upper  House  will  throw  them  out,  for 
two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  they  will  have 
money  enough  to  go  on  with.  They  will 
have  one  million  for  public  works  and  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  without  this,  and  that  is 
enough  for  this  year.  But  if  the  Upper  House 
does  throw  them  out  they  will  be  able,  on  the 
platforms  throughout  the  colony,  to  say,  "  Look 
at  what  we  should  have  done  for  you  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  Legislative  Council."  And  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  that,  when  the  Govern- 
ment threw  the  whole  of  these  financial  mea- 
sures on  the  floor  of  the  House,  it  was  so  done 
with  the  sincere  hope  that  the  Legislative 
Council  would  throw  some  of  the  lai^er  ones 
out.  In  spite  of  this,  I  trust  they  vrill  not  be- 
come law  this  session,  and  that  the  country 
will  have  time  to  consider  as  to  whether  it  will 
be  to  its  advantage  to  have  them  gone  on  witiii. 
I  certainly  oppose  this  Bill,  and  shall  continue 
to  do  so;  and  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  of  any 
real  advantage  to  the  country  as  a  whole. 
That  part  which  refers  to  advances  to  bush- 
settlers  I  can  thoroughly  understand,  and  I 
could  cordially  support  it,  because  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  people  whom  we  are  putting 
on  the  lands,  and  more  especially  the  bush- 
lands,  with  hardly  any  funds  at  all,  have  a 
claim  on  the  colony  in  this  respect :  not  that 
this  country  must  assist  them  with  money, 
but  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  State  to  stand  by  them  and  see  that 
they  are  not  driven  back  into  the  towns. 
12  30  ^^  '^  ^^  respect  it  will  be  a  wise 
'   thing  for  the  Government  to  adTaoce 
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moneys  in  small  snms  to  busb-settlers — for 
instaocs,  to  those  who  take  np  land  under  the 
leaee-in-perpetuity  system ;  but  that  would  not 
leqnire  more  tbui  half  a  million  of  money. 
Half  a  million  would  be  ample  to  meet  all 
these  cases  to  a  reasonable  amount ;  and  I  have 
BO  doubt,  if  the  Government  would  refrain 
from  absorbing  the  moneys  of  the  Publio  Trust 
Office  and  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment for  Treasury  bills,  suid  allowed  those 
moneys  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  it  would 
meet  the  case,  or,  if  not,  only  a  small  sum  more 
would  be  required.  If  that  was  found  to  be  a 
■access,  we  could  increase  the  margin  of  ad- 
vances. That  would  have  been  a  policy  of  self- 
leliaoce.  As  it  is,  it  is  a  policy  of  pliinge.  We 
a(e  trying  to  do  the  whole  thing  at  once.  I 
ttnst  that  this  measure,  in  spite  of  the  pre- 
liminary support  which  it  has  received  in  this 
House,  will  be  thrown  out  in  another  place,  in 
<nder  tbat  the  country  may  be  able  to  pro- 
noimce  clearly  upon  it. 

Mr.  O'REGAN. — I  rise  to  oppose  the  mea- 
•Dte,  but  from  principles  apparently  very  dif- 
erent  from  those  of  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  In  this  connection  I 
am  willing  to  give  the  Ministry  credit  for  every 
good  intention ;  I  am  willing  to  accept  their 
(ssmance  that  they  are  actuated  by  a  laudable 
desire  to  assist  struggling  settlers ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  good  intentions  of  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  in  excess  of  their  compre- 
bension  of  the  true  principles  of  democracy. 
In  the  first  place,  the  fact  seems  to  be  over- 
looked that  not  only  are  struggling  settlers  to 
be  assisted  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
iat  also  those  who  certainly  cannot  be  in- 
cluded in  that  category,  because  you  cannot 
call  a  man  who  has  security  to  ofier  for  £5,000 
a  struggling  settler.  He  may,  of  course,  be  a 
imi  fide  settler ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
yon  cannot  place  a  man  who  has  twenty-five 
pounds'  or  fifty  pounds'  worth  of  security  in 
the  same  category  as  a  man  who  has  security 
to  the  value  of  five  thousand  pounds.  A  man  in 
the  latter  position  is  generally  able  to  make  his 
own  terms,  and  to  meet  the  money-lender  on 
something  like  terms  of  equality.  Therefore  it 
leems  to  me  that  it  is  quite  erroneous  to  con- 
sider this  as  a  Bill  to  assist  only  the  struggling 
Mttler.  It  is- equally  as  absurd  to  say  that 
this  Bill  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
«onntry.  In  discussing  all  the  polioy  Bills 
of  the  Ministry  during  the  present  session  we 
hare  been  repeatedly  met  with  the  cry  that 
because  the  Ministry  were  returned  by  a  large 
majority  the  country  has  approved  of  their  mea- 
sores.  How  can  that  be  said,  when  so  many 
issues  are  put  before  the  electors?  Under 
these  circumstances  the  country,  having  had 
Romany  issues  involved  in  one  election,  cannot 
be  described  sls  having  declared  in  favour  of 
any  particular  measure.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  Eamshaw)  has  also 
committed  an  error  in  saying  tbat,  if  there  had 
liMS  an  appeal  to  the  country  after  this  Bill 
was  proposed,  then,  in  the  event  of  a  majority 
ooming  back  to  support  the  Government,  we 
'Mold  have  taken  that  as  being  a  declaiation  of 


the  country  in  favour  of  the  measure.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  reflects, 
will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  the  only  way 
by  which  we  can  find  if  the  country  is  in  favour 
of  a  Bill  is  by  putting  the  question  to  the  direct 
vote  of  the  people.  Therefore  I  hope  when  the 
Referendum  Bill  comes  on  again  honourable 
gentlemen  will  recognise  that  the  true  way  to 
test  the  feelings  of  the  country  is  by  such  a 
measure  as  that.  It  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy  that  if  you  depress 
the  rates  of  interest  or  wages  you  raise  rent 
— that  is,  the  value  of  land.  The  whole  of 
the  producers  of  the  colony  are  divided  into 
landowners,  lalyjurers,  and  capitalists;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  sum-total  of  the  wealth  of 
the  community  is  divided  into  rent,  wages, 
and  interest.  It  is  a  characteristic  of  ma- 
terial progress  that,  as  a  country  becomes 
more  populous,  as  industries  become  more  in- 
tricate, and  as  civilisation  advances  in  every 
respect,  wages  and  interest  decline.  What  we 
have  suffered  from  in  the  past  is  not  high 
rates  of  interest,  because  high  interest  is  a 
very  good  thing.  High  interest  is  to  capital 
what  high  wages  are  to  labour.  The  true  index 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  is  the  rate  of 
wages  and  the  rate  of  interest.  It  is  a  popular 
error  to  suppose  that  wages  and  interest  rise 
and  fall  inversely.  They  both  rise  and  fall 
together.  What  does  rise  as  material  progress 
advances  is  the  value  of  land.  If  we  succeed 
in  lowering  the  rate  of  interest  by  this  Bill 
— and  I  do  not  admit  that  we  shall — we  cer- 
tainly cannot  raise  the  rate  of  wages.  Where 
does  the  increased  increment  go  ?  It  goes  to 
raise  the  value  of  the  land.  An  honourable 
gentleman  nays  that  the  cry  is  that  wages  are 
too  high  already.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wishes  to  get  a  seat  in  the  House  at 
the  next  election  he  will  certainly  have  to 
keep  that  statement  in  the  background.  And 
I,  for  one,  shall  feel  enlightened  if  he  will  ex- 
plain how  any  community  can  prosper  with  low 
wages.  How  can  trade  flourish  if  the  people 
are  not  able  to  buy  ?  How  can  there  be  pur- 
chasing power  but  when  the  people  are  earning  ? 
However,  I  have  not  risen  to  give  a  disserta- 
tion on  the  theory  of  wages,  but  I  simply  wish 
to  point  out  that,  if  the  rate  of  interest  is 
reduced  in  consequence  of  this  Bill — I  do  not 
say  that  will  be  the  inevitable  offect — it  will 
not  raise  wages,  but  the  increased  increment 
must  go  to  the  value  of  the  land.  This  Bill 
must  have  a  stimulating  effect.  I  think  that 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  cheap  money  must 
inevitably  have  the  effect  of  inducing  a  large 
number  to  go  upon  the  land.  It  will  have 
the  same  stimulating  effect  with  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  the  land  as  protective  duties  have 
upon  the  development  of  industries.  But  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  such  stimulation  is 
healthy.  Stimulation  by  such  artificial  means 
is  never  healthy,  and  it  must  in  the  end  be 
disastrous.  A  large  number  of  people  will  be 
induced  by  the  prospect  of  obtaining  cheap 
money  to  take  up  land  and  embark  in  the 
pursuit  of  farming ;  they  will  find  that  there 
are  no  adequate  markets  for  their  produce; 
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and  in  the  end  they  will  be  unable  to  pay  oS 
the  interest  or  principal  of  these  loans.  This 
Roheme  will  have  an  enlivening  efiect  for  a 
time;  it  may  cause  a  moderate  land -boom, 
but  it  will  not  promote  healthy  settlement 
or  find  employment  for  the  people.  It  must 
have  the  ultimate  efiect  of  strengthening  the 
position  of  those  who  are  already  very  well 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  by  adding  to 
the  increment  of  their  land.  Again,  if  cheap 
money  is  such  a  good  thing,  why  tax  mort- 
gages* and  incomes?  It  must  be  clear  to 
every  one  that  if  you  tax  capital  it  is  not  the 
owner  who  is  taxed,  but  the  user,  the  borrower. 
Those  who  borrow  have  to  pay  the  taxation 
by  increased  interest,  just  as  the  masses  have 
to  pay  the  Customs  duties  in  the  increased 
prices.  If  the  Government  wish  to  give  the 
people  cheap  money  let  them  repeal  the  income- 
tax  and  the  mortgage- tax.  If  they  would 
do  that  they  would  find  no  stronger  supporter 
than  I  should  be.  Another  objecticn  to  the 
Bill  is  that  it  creates  costly  and  elaborate  ad- 
ministrating machinery.  It  will  find  comfort- 
able billets,  no  doubt,  for  a  number  of  people, 
and  it  will,  I  think,  open  the  avenues  to  poli- 
tical corruption  and  favouritism.  I  do  not 
say  that  will  be  the  case,  but  I  say  most  em- 
phatically that  when  the  Bill  becomes  law 
there  will  be  innumerable  opportunities  for 
such  corruption.  For  these  reasons,  I  cannot 
see  my  way  to  support  the  Bill.  I  may  be 
told  by  the  Mmister  of  Lands  that  this  is  not 
true  Liberalism ;  but,  at  the  risk  of  obtain- 
ing another  dressing-down  from  that  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  what  is  true  Liberalism,  I 
must  adhere  to  my  decision  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  It  must  not  be  understood  for  a  moment 
that  I  am  in  any  way  antagonistic  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  farmers.  I  know  the  farmers  are 
in  a  very  undesirable  condition,  and  I  know 
they  are  a  very  deserving  class.  They  are  in 
a  true  sense  struggling  colonists,  and  if  I 
thought  this  Bill  would  give  any  genuine 
assistance  to  them  I  should  very  gladly  support 
it.  The  Bill  cannot  in  reality  assist  botidfide 
or  deserving  settlers,  and  will  only  give  sub- 
stantial assistance  to  those  who  are  well  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  I  cannot  support 
the  Bill ;  but  if  my  views  on  it  are  not  borne 
out  by  experience  hereafter,  I  shall  not  only  be 
surprised,  but  well  pleased. 

Mr.  3.  \V.  KELLY. — I  wish  to  explain  a  vote 
which  I  gave  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee. 
A  division  was  taken  over  one  clause,  which 
provides  that  the  Bill  should  a{iply  to  both 
town  and  country.  On  Tuesday  night  I  gave  a 
general  pair  against  the  Bill,  and  during  the 
evening  I  was  paired  against  the  motion  men- 
tioned, of  which  I  was  entirely  in  favour.  I 
merely  wish  to  explain  this,  to  get  it  into 
Hansard. 

Mr.  WARD.— There  have,  I  think,  been  a 
few  peculiar  positions  in  the  debate  which 
has  taken  place  this  evening.  In  the  first 
place,  let  me  point  out  briefly  to  my  honour- 
able friend  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  the  position  in  regard  to  several  of  the 
questions  raised  by  him.  Tha  honooiable 
Mr.  O'Began 


gentleman  urged  that  the  provision  as  regazds 
the  Bankruptcy  Act  should  not  be  kept  in  this 
Bill,  and  he  therefore  advocated  that  the  se- 
curity to  the  State  should  be  reduced.  Prae- 
tically,  that  is  what  he  did.  If  his  proposal 
were  carried  out,  the  security  of  the  State  for 
moneys  held  in  this  way  would  certainly  be 
weakened.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
urged  that  the  margin  should  be  increased. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear.  Margin  in- 
creased ;  made  half,  instead  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  From  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member,  it  appeared  to  me  that  he 
was  underrating  the  security  the  State  was  to 
hold  under  these  proposals.  That  appeared  to 
me,  at  any  rate,  to  be  the  trend  of  his  argu- 
ment, and  I  think  I  listened  to  him  attentively. 
Surely  the  honourable  member  cannot  under- 
stand the  proposals.  Now  let  me  deal  with 
one  or  two  of  his  contentions.  He  said  that  no 
amendments  were  allowed  to  be  made  in  tiae 
Bill  when  in  Committee  this  evening.  I  would 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had 
the  same  opportunities  as  other  honourable 
members  to  move  amendments.  There  was 
no  attempt  to  prevent  reasonable  amendments 
being  made,  but  I  objected  to  the  amendments 
proposed  in  the  House  to-night  without  notice. 
In  Committee  no  fewer  than  five  important 
amendments  were  made  in  clause  25,  however, 
and  honourable  members  had  opportunities  <^ 
moving  further  amendments  in  Committee, 
which  they  could  have  availed  themselves  oL 
The  honourable  member  states  that  the  ten- 
dency of  this  Bill  is  in  the  direction  of 
class  legislation,  and  one  of  his  arguments 
was  that  it  did  not  enable  manufaotureis  to 
obtain  money.  Now,  I  merely  desire  to  repeat 
the  arguments  that  I  used  on  a  former  oeea- 
sion,  to  the  effect  that,  if  an  amount  of  money 
were  going  to  be  lent  by  this  process  to  the 
country  settlers,  clearly  you  would  set  free  a 
large  sum  of  money  which  must  benefit  the 
towns.  I  do  not  think  you  can  get  away 
from  that  position ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
to  have  every  class  of  the  community  in- 
cluded in  the  measure  would  only  cause  the 
system  to  break  down,  and  I  say  the  original 
object  of  the  Bill  was  never  intended  to 
cover  that.  By  obtaining  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  use  of  the  country  you  must 
at  the  same  time  benefit  the  towns  very  con. 
siderably.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  the  seniw 
member  for  Wellington  City  and  the  honour- 
able member  who  sits  beside  him — the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Eamshaw) 
— both  referred  to  the  proposal  made  by  the 
late  Mr.  Macandrew  in  1885,  and  favoured  it 
as  against  the  one  put  forward  by  the  Giovem- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Only  on  the  two  things,  the 
£2,000  and  the  half-margin.    - 

Mr.  WARD.— While  Mr.  Maoandrew  pro- 
posed to  borrow  money  at  4  per  oant.  and  to 
lend  it  at  4}  per  cent.,  we  propose  to  borrow  at 
3^  per  cent.,  and  to  lend  at  5  per  oent.  His 
proposal  was  i  per  cent,  margin,  ours  is  H  par 
o«nt.  margin.  I  am  referring  now  to  the  in- 
toiMt,  of  ooniM.  I  think  onr  system  is,  there- 
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tee,  nndeniably  the  better  and  the  sounder  of 
tke  two.  This  being  so,  and  if  those  honourable 
laembere  favoured  the  Macandrew  proposal, 
their  arguments  against  this  Bill  will,  I  think, 
■sarcely  bear  looking  into.  Let  me  now,  Sir, 
deal  with  the  proposal  to  issue  debentures  in 
London  and  land-bonds  in  the  colony.  My 
honourable  friend  said  that  no  explanation  had 
been  made  as  to  why  it  was  proposed  to  raise 
money  in  London  up  to  4  per  cent,  and  in  the 
colony  at  3}  per  cent.  I  did  explain  that  the 
4  per  cent,  was  put  into  the  Bill  for  the  simple 
reason  that  at  odd  times  we  may  not  be  able 
to  obtain  money  at  8^  per  cent,  for  short-dated 
debentoies.  I  have,  however,  said  in  the 
House,  and  also  when  in  Committee,  that  it 
is  not  intended  to  raise  this  money  at  over 
3|  per  cent.  Let  me  refer  again  to  the 
Maeandrsw  system.  Under  it  the  money 
was  proposed  to  be  raised  at  1  per  cent.,  but 
they  had  absolutely  the  power  to  obtain  it  at 
nmch  below  par.  This  being  so,  the  present 
system  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  that,  which- 
ever way  you  look  at  it.  I  will  now  deal  with 
the  bankruptcy  proposal.  The  honourable  the 
senior  meniber  for  Wellington  City  commented 
adversely  upon  the  proposal  to  exclude  debtors 
under  this  Bill  from  the  operation  of  the  Bank- 
mpt^  Act.  Simply  stated,  the  position  is,  that 
we  arc  asking  that  the  Crown  debtors  under 
this  Bill  shall  be  placed  in  the  same  position 
as  they  were  in  before  the  passing  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  of  1892.  I  say  that  every  member 
in  this  House,  and  every  person  in  the  country, 
whatever  his  attitude  towards  the  Government 
of  the  day  may  be,  must  admit  that  this  is 
oxkly  a  reasonable  provision.  So  far  as  the  un- 
fortunate bankrupt  is  concerned,  if  his  bank- 
ruptcy is  brought  about  by  misfortune,  then, 
undoubtedly,  no  one  representing  the  Govern- 
ment ot  the  Lending  Board  would  be  harsh 
with  him  under  those  circumstances. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— They  would  have  priority. 

Mr.  WAKD. — They  would  have  priority,  auid 
ligbtly  so.  I  say  that  in  a  case  where  the 
State  is  lending  money  ail  over  the  country, 
and  where  the  money  is  in  the  position  of  being 
an  investment  by  the  State,  it  is  only  right 
that  the  State  should  have  the  first  claim  to 
be  secured  against  ordinary  creditors.  I  do  not 
think  any  practicable  man  need  have  anything 
to  fear  onder  the  proposal  contained  in  this 
Bill,  whatever  Government  may  happen  to  be 
in  office.  I  would  now.  Sir,  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  with  regard  to  the  mortgage-tax.  The 
liODonxable  gentleman  said  that  the  three  mil- 
li<»u  to  be  lent  under  this  Bill  would  cost  the 
State  £12,500  a  year,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
who  was  going  to  pay  this.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  said  on  the  mortgage-tax,  and  an 
amendment  was  moved  in  the  House  with  re- 
paid to  it.  I  opposed  that  amendment,  for 
tte  simple  reason  thaA  under  the  Bill  the  mort- 
gMe-tax  is  not  paid  by  the  mortgagor  at  all. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  never  was. 

Mr.  WAKD.  — Very  well;  that  being  so, 
there  is  no  necessity  to  have  an  amendment 
tD  jnevant  its  being  charged  to  the  mortgagor. 

Six  B.  STOUT.— That  was  not  the  amend- 


ment. It  was  that  it  was  to  be  charged  to  the 
mortgagee. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  it  was  to  be  paid  by  the 
mortgagee,  and,  of  course,  that  is  the  Super- 
intendent. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  objected  to  that. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  objected  to  it  under  the  cir- 
cumstances ;  because  what  is  the  use  of  putting 
an  amendment  in  the  Bill  which  is  already 
provided  for  ?  I  say  that  under  this  Bill  the 
mortgagor  is  relieved  from  the  mortgage-tax, 
and,  because  he  is  relieved  from  the  mortgage- 
tax  per  86,  the  mortgagee  pays  the  mortgage- 
tax.  That  is  quite  clear.  I  think,  when,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  says,  the  mortgagor 
is  not  called  upon  to  pay  the  mortgage  -  tax,, 
then,  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  business,  the 
Superiutendent  will  require  to  provide  for  the 
mortgage-tax.  Then,  again,  let  me  deal  with 
this  argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
about  the  indebtedness  of  England  and  the 
comparison  which  he  has  made  between  Eng- 
land and  this  country.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man was  quoting  the  year  1889  from  Whitaker. 
I  have  taken  the  year  1891,  and  when  I  quoted 
trom  Whitaker  the  other  evening  I  said  the 
private  debt  of  England  for  railway-construc- 
tion alone  was  nearly  a  thousand  millions. 
It  was  really  £919,425,121  in  1891:  that  is 
two  years  ago ;  and  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man takes  the  trouble  to  look  he  will  find  that 
at  the  present  time  the  debt  of  England  is  over 
a  thousand  millions  ;  so  that  the  figures  I  used; 
upon  that  occasion  were  quite  correct.  For 
two  docks  alone  England  has  spent  £11,000,000; 
none  of  which  is  included  in  the  public  debt. 
Who  will  say  what  this  country  will  be  fifty 
years  hence?  This  is  still  a  young  country. 
Yet,  look  at  what  has  been  done  here  in  in  little 
over  half  a  century  ?  We  have  constructed  all 
our  railways  and  many  of  our  harbour-works 
out  of  loan;  we  have  opened  up  the  country 
by  roads  ;  we  have  established  postal  and 
telegraph  services  all  over  the  country,  and 
promoted  public  works  in  every  conceivable 
direction.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  find  the 
honourable  gentleman  saying  that  if  the  debt 
of  England  was  proportioned  to  that  of  this 
country  it  would  be  £2,248,000,000.  I  ask  any 
honourable  member  to  say  whether,  with  our 
limited  population,  we  have  not  very  well 
provided  for  our  public  works  for  many  years 
to  come.  We  cannot  duplicate  our  railways, 
our  harbours,  and  our  telegraphs.  I  say  that, 
taking  a  reasonable  view  of  it,  we  have  provided 
for  ourselves  many  years  ahead  of  our  present 
population.  And,  in  order  to  have  a  true  com- 
parison of  both  countries'  indebtedness,  yon 
must  compare  the  age  of  each,  the  popula- 
tion of  each,  and  the  increase  that  has  taken 
place.  With  a  population  fifty- seven  times 
greater  than  ours,  England  ought  of  coarse 
to  be  improving  her  position  at  a  greater  rate 
than  we  are.  One  nundred  and  fifty  years 
hence  will  be  the  time  to  make  a  reasonable 
comparison  between  our  position  to-day  and 
that  of  EnglsAd  to-day.  But  to  compare  a  young^ 
country  like  this  with  a  huge  empire  like  Great 
Britain  is,  in  aoy  opinion,  absurd.   The  honour- 
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able  gentleman's  argument  will  not  8tand  look- 
ing into.  Then,  as  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's counter- proposition,  with  lefeienoe  to 
the  Insurance  and  Trust  Office  funds.  He  8»ys 
that  halE  a  million  a  year  should  be  con- 
tributed by  way  of  advances  to  settlers  by 
these  two  departments.  But,  I  would  ask, 
have  those  departments  not  done  all  they 
could  in  this  direction? — and  are  they  not 
doing  CO  now  ?  Have  they,  however,  been 
able  to  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
people  of  this  country  for  loan-moneys  7  Cer- 
tainly not.  And  why?  Because  they  have  not 
had  the  money  to  do  it.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ciutba  was  mistaken  in  some  of  the 
figures  he  used,  and  these  figures  were,  of 
course,  misleading.  I  do  not  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  purposely  misleading ;  but 
in  making  a  comparison  between  the  renewals 
of  Treasury  bills  and  the  renewals  o{  ordinary 
mortgages  he  talked  about  he  forgot  that  they 
were  the  ordinary  renewals  of  the  Oovemment 
Insurance  and  renewals  of  the  Public  Trust 
Office.  The  honourable  gentleman  entirely  over- 
looks the  fact  that  as  Treasury  bills  mature 
they  must  be  either  paid  oS  or  be  renewed  in 
the  ordinary  course,  and  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  used  the  term  "  renewal "  he  con- 
fused two  distinct  systems ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  cannot  in  a  case  of  this  sort  make  any 
comparison  between  the  advances  of  ordinary 
mortgages  and  the  renewals  of  Treasury  bills. 
But  let  the  honourable  member  take  the  gross 
amount  of  loans  advanced  by  these  two  institu- 
tions on  mortgage.  That  is  the  right  way  to  do 
it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  during  the  last  twelve 
months  the  Government  has  had  comparatively 
little  for  public  purposes  from  either  of  the 
departments ;  they  have  been  allowed  to  invest 
the  funds  with  private  people  ;  and  I  have  said 
this  before,  and  I  repeat  it:  Our  desire  is  to 
allow  those  institutions  to  lend  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  their  money  to  private  indivi- 
duals, and  a  less  amount  to  the  State.  So 
that  clearly  cuts  against  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Now,  Sir,  just  a  word 
or  two  in  connection  with  the  arguments  of 
my  honourable  friend  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  about  the  French  system. 
The  honourable  gentleman  quoted,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Credit  JPoncier  system,  that,  while 
£120,000,000  had  been  advanced,  the  same 
writer  stated  that  it  had  done  no  good  as  far  as 
the  mortgagors  were  concerned — that  it  had 
heen  of  little  or  no  use  to  agricuXturists.  Now, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  venture  to  say  no  one  will 
deny  the  statement  that  if  a  book  were  written 
by  the  honourable  member  himself  upon  the 
proposed  system  of  advances  to  settlers  in  this 
country  we  should  find — and  it  would  only  be 
natural  to  find — that,  in  accordance  with  his 
views,  he  would  use  every  conceivable  argument 
he  could  against  these  proposals ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  would  find  that  those  who 
favoured  the  system  would  produce  counter- 
arguments just  as  sound  and  just  as  strong; 
and,  of  course,  it  would  be  easy,  fifty  years 
hence,  when  we  are  all  dead  and  gone,  for 
some  one  to  quote  from  a  wod:,  say,  by  the 
Itr.  Ward 


senior  member  for  Wellington,  and  say,  Heace 
are  strong  reasons  why  a  soheme  such  as  this 
should  not  be  carried.  It  generally  happens 
that,  when  one  authority  can  be  quoted  to  idiow 
that  a  particular  system  is  not  good,  eqnaUy 
good  authorities  can  be  quoted  to  show  that 
it  is  excellent.  But  to  show  that  the  bonouz- 
able  gentleman  did  not  go  quite  far  enough  in 
order  to  give  the  real  cause  of  the  £120,000,000 
not  having  resulted  in  the  relief  of  agricul- 
turists, here  is  what  was  said  by  the  wzitoc 
he  referred  to:  "In  spite  of  these  ingeniona 
combinations,  the  Cr€dit  Fonctcr  has  not  been 
able  to  render  very  great  services  to  agricnl- 
tnre ;  the  sum-total  of  the  capital  lent  by  it 
rises,  indeed,  to  the  imposing  figure  of  nearly 
£120,000,000  sterling ;  but  the  greater  part  of 
this  has  been  employed  in  building,  and  hardly 
a  quarter  has  gone  to  country  property."  Vary 
well,  the  primary  object  of  this  system  is  to 
allow  money  to  go  to  country  property  ;  and,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Lending  Board  is  created 
for  the  purpose  of  making  advances  chiefly  on 
land.  The  same  system  exists  in  connection 
with  Oovemment  Insurance  and  Trust  Office 
advances,  which  have  hitherto  been  largely 
lent  on  that  class  of  security.  How  many  loans 
have  been  made  on  buildings  ?  Comparatively 
few ;  and  I  say  that  under  the  system  we  have 
here  you  will  find  the  Lending  Board  will 
make  comparatively  few  loans  upon  properties 
in  town.  Then,  again,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man quoted  the  United  States,  and  held  them 
up  as  an  example  which  should  be  followed. 

Sn:  R.  STOUT.— No,  I  did  not ;  not  in  bor- 
rowing at  all.  I  quoted  the  same  author  as 
saying  that  the  homestead  system  should  be 
adopted,  and  borrowing  discouraged.  I  did 
not  say  the  United  States  were  an  example 
we  should  follow,  especisdly  not  the  Western 
States.     They  are  dreadfully  mortgaged. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  said 
we  should  rather  be  inclined  to  adopt  certain 
measures,  such  as  the  homestead  law  in  the 
United  States,  which  prevented  the  owner  from 
borrowing.  Very  well ;  I  hold  in  my  hands  the 
Ancestors'  Review  for  November,  1893,  and  in 
it  I  find  the  farm  mortgages  in  the  United 
States  amount  to  £167,240,600.  That  being 
so,  how  can  the  honourable  gentlemen  advo- 
cate the  system  referred  to  in  this  work  from 
which  he  quoted,  and  from  which  I  have  just 
quoted?    I  find  in  the  same  work  the  follow- 

-  f,  ing  statement :  "  Four  States  have  a 
'  total  indebtedness  upon  '  acres '  of 
£114,000,000  odd,  and  this  debt  had  all  been 
created  within  a  period  of  ten  years — from  1880 
to  1890."  Now,  the  honourable  member  advo- 
cates that  that  system  should  be  adopted. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— No ;  the  homestead  system. 
They  cannot  mortgage  a  homestead. 

Mr.  WARD. — Now,  just  let  me  for  a  moment 
deal  with  the  remark  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  WaJtemata,  The  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  he  represents  the  views  of  a  cer- 
tain section  in  the  northern  portion  of  tiie 
colony,  who,  I  may  say,  are  opposed  to  every 
part  of  the  polioy  of  the  Government ;  and  then 
he  read  a  letter  in  oonneotion  with  tiie  matter. 
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I  will,  however,  read  a  letter  that  was  sent  to 
me  ttom  Cambridge,  Waikato,  dated  the  24bh 
Smfeembei,  1894.  This  statement  is  made  in 
tlifa  letter  :— 

■*I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  you  in  le- 
ferenoe  to  vonr  'cheap-money  scheme.'  Not- 
withstanding petitions  to  the  contraty,  there 
is  a  very  general  feeling  of  favour  to  the  mea- 
sure about  here;  bat,  to  he  candid,  I  must 
state  that,  on  account  of  your  being  personally 
unknown  in  this  part,  many  people  are  under 
the  impression  that  the  whole  of  the  money 
will  be  advanced  to  the  southern  farmers,  thus 
leaving  the  North  Island  out  in  the  cold. 
Hence  the  antagonism.  Personally,  I  think 
tliat,  with  proper  safeguards,  no  Bill  yet  before 
iba  House  has  promised  such  beneficial  results 
to  the  colony  as  this  one,  which  reduces  the 
hardens  of  the  '  root  of  the  colony's  prosperity ' 
— ^viz., '  the  producer.' " 

The  friends  of  the  hononrable  member  for 
Waitemata  have  evidently  given  expression  to 
the  opinion  that  the  whole  of  this  money  is  to 
he  lent  in  the  South;  but  I  can  assure  the 
Honse  that  it  is  to  be  fairly  distributed  by  the 
Lending  Board  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
tiie  other. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— What  is  the  name  of 
tbe  writer  of  the  letter? 

Mr.  WABD. — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  give  the  name. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— X  think  that  letter 
(honld  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WAKD. — Probably  the  honourable  mem- 
ber does  not  understand  tbe  rules  of  tbe  House. 
Here  is  another  letter  from  the  same  dis- 
trict:— 

"  I  must  congratulate  you  on  the  very  states- 
manlike measure  you  have  brought  forward, 
and  I  am  sure  if  honourable  members  knew 
what  a  great  boon  it  will  be  to  a  large  number 
of  settleis,  who  at  present  suffer  under  a  heavy 
baiden  of  interest  paid  to  foreign  capitalists, 
they  woold  not  offer  the  opposition  they  are 
doing  to  its  safe  passage." 

Here  is  another  letter,  still  from  the  same 
district :  "  Your  cheap-money  proposals  meet 
with  the  general  support  of  those  who  have 
nsnally  been  favourable  to  the  Government ; 
bat  they  are  bitterly  opposed  by  those  who 
have  been  usually  opposed  to  the  Government." 
In  my  opinion  those  three  letters  give  a  very 
fair  index  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  colony.  I  have  other  letters  from 
tbe  same  place  almost  to  the  same  effect,  but 
I  do  not  propose  to  read  them,  as  I  have  not 
time.  Let  me  tell  honourable  members  what 
(he  position  is  in  the  seven  colonies  in  connec- 
tion with  the  borrowing  of  money  from  1871 
to  1892,  and  then  they  will  be  able  to  judge 
what  it  is  the  Grovemment  are  aiming  at.  The 
wren  colonies  borrowed  no  less  than  three 
bnodied  and  forty  millions  during  the  period 
I  have  named.  Half  of  that  amount  is  re- 
naaented  by  local  and  State  loans  —  that  is, 
£170,000,000.  They  paid  away  £106,250,000  in 
Interest  on  public  loans,  and  they  sent  away 
forty-seven  and  a  quarter  millions  for  invest- 


ment elsewhere  ;  therefore  ninety-nine  and  ft 
quarter  miUions  of  the  earnings  of  the  people 
were  sent  away  to  non-residents  in  twenty-two 
years.  They  imported  three  hundred  and  forty 
millions,  and  exported  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  miUions  for  interest  and  reinvestment. 
That  is  an  indication  of  what  has  gone  on  in 
the  seven  colonies.  I  could  point  out  to  honour., 
able  members  to  what  extent  the  diminished 
rates  of  interest  proposed  under  this  Bill  would 
have  reduced  the  total  amount  of  interest  sent 
out  of  the  colonies,  and  by  how  much  the  colo- 
nies would  have  been  richer  in  consequence  if 
those  rates  had  obtained  in  the  past,  but  time 
does  not  permit  me  to  do  so.  Let  me  now 
quote  a  Conservative  authority,  one  which,  I 
think,  will  reassure  some  honourable  members 
who  have  shown  great  hostility  to  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  in  this  Bill.  I  am  about  to 
quote  from  the  London  Times,  which  is,  I  think, 
an  authority  that  has  a  good  deal  of  weight  with 
some  honourable  members,  and  it  may.  make 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  seriously 
consider  his  position,  and  perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  representing  Waitemata  will 
change  his  views  after  hearing  this  autho- 
rity. I  need  hardly  say  that  the  Government 
are  not  in  any  way  responsible  for,  noc  have 
they  inspired,  articles  appearing  in  the  London 
Times.    What  does  it  say  ?    It  says, — 

"  Mr.  Ward's  cheap-money  scheme  will  re- 
move the  chief  obstacle  to  extreme  settlement 
—  the  lack  of  capital.  The  Government,  in 
venturing  to  borrow  in  the  English  market  for 
the  purpose,  is  leading  the  way  more  boldly 
than  the  other  colonies.  If  the  movement 
proves  successful  it  will  be  of  an  importance 
which  can  hardly  be  exaggerated,  not  only  to 
the  colonies  concerned  but  also  to  the  rising 
generation  of  Great  Britain.  It  seems,  indeed, 
to  carry  with  it  something  not  far  removed  from 
the  settlement  of  our  most  pressing  social  ques- 
tion. But,  precisely  because  it  is  so  import- 
ant, it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  conducted 
with  the  utmost  caution." 

Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  honourable  member 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  that. 

Mr.  MA8SEY.— Quite  so. 

Mr.  WABD. — The  honourable  gentleman 
says,  "  Quite  so."  Yet  does  he  assist  us ?  Why 
upon  every  amendment  that  was  moved  in 
Committee  the  honourable  gentleman  voted 
against  us. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— No. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  was  the  same  with  some 
other  country  members.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha,  for  instance,  opposed  the  Bill. 
Yet  just  DOW  ho  referred  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
beoatue  it  was  intended  to  benefit  the  cities  as 
well  as  the  country  settlers.  What  did  my 
honourable  friend  do  when  various  amend- 
ments were  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlers?  Why,  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
voted  against  the  Government.  Does  that 
show  the  desire  on  his  part,  which  he  pro- 
fesses to  have,  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
country  settlers  ?  Those  honourable  membeis 
who  have  ahready  opposed  the  Government 
in  this  important  matter  think  that  they  majr 
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place  themselves  in  a  position  of  security 
wholly  and  solely  because  they  profess  to  be- 
lieve that  it  should  be  for  the  country  alone. 
We  found  them,  however,  when  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  extending  the  assistance  that  was  pro- 
posed for  the  country  settlers  with  a  view  of 
promoting  the  producing  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, voting  against  the  amendments  proposed 
in  that  direction.  What  did  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wellington  Sub- 
urbs say  just  now  ?  He  said,  "  I  am  going  to 
support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill."  What 
a  lot  we  have  to  thank  him  for!  Notwith- 
standing this,  he  opposed  almost  every  amend- 
ment in  Committee ;  on  almost  every  division 
be  voted  against  us.  And  after  opposing  it  in 
all  those  divisions  we  find  him  now  actually 
coming  forward  at  the  last  moment  and  telling 
us  he  is  going  to  support  the  third  reading.  It 
is  most  magnanimous  on  his  part,  and  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  usually 
support  a  Bill  in  this  way.  He  votes  against  it 
at  a  critical  time,  and  afterwards  he  supports 
the  third  reading.  It  is  really  "  too  much  joy" 
altogether.  I  would  here  add  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  the  Bill  as  safe  as  possible. 
We  have  provided  for  an  Assurance  Fund,  and 
for  a  Sinking  Fund,  and  we  have  provided  for 
a  Board  to  be  kept  clear  of  political  control  for 
the  purpose  of  administering  this  important 
matter  in  a  right  and  proper  manner.  We 
have  provided  for  a  Board  similar  to  that 
which  has  carried  on  so  successfully  the  lend- 
ing operations  of  the  Government  Insurance 
Department,  and  those  of  tho  Public  Trust 
Offices.  In  the  ordinary  sense  this  is  an  entirely 
different  system  of  borrowing  from  that  usually 
carried  on  in  the  country.  If  any  one  tells  me 
that  the  obtaining  of  cheap  money  for  the 
settlers  to  increase  their  spending-power,  and 
thereby  to  promote  the  productiveness  of  the 
country,  is  a  thing  that  is  going  to  prove 
damaging  to  the  colony,  and  is  merely  increas- 
ing the  amount  of  our  borrowed  money,  I  must 
say  that  that  is  not  a  right  position  to  take 
up.  How  can  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  say  that  reducing  the  rate  of  in- 
terest in  the  country  will  not  tend  to  increase 
wages?  Will  not  the  opportunity  afiordod 
the  settlers  of  obtaining  money  at  a  cheap  rate 
enable  them  to  go  in  for  improvements  that 
they  are  now  debarred  from  undertaking,  and 
will  not  that  be  the  means  of  giving  employ- 
ment to  people  who  are  now  out  of  work  ?  It 
is  absolutely  contrary  to  the  experience  of 
people  who  know  anything  of  business  to 
imagine  that  if  a  man  is  paying  high  interest 
lor  his  money  he  can  afford  also  to  pay  high 
wages.  How  can  those  engaged  in  industrial 
enterprises,  or  how  can  the  settler  in  the 
country,  if  he  has  to  pay  exorbitant  rates 
for  his  money,  afford  to  give  wages  to  his  em- 
ployes at  a  rate  as  high  as  he  could  afford  to 
give  if  he  had  only  to  pay  5  per  cent,  for  his 
money  ?  While  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
make  a  certain  amount  of  political  capital 
against  the  Government  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  I  repeat  my  firm  conviction  that 
ilio  measure  has  ever  been  tntrodnoed  in  this 
Mr.  Ward 


House  which  has  been  likely  to  do  as  mneh 
good  for  the  colony  as  a  whole  as  this  scheme, 
if  properly  administered,  for  obtaining  money 
at  a  cheap  rate  of  interest  for  tho  people  of  the 
country.  We  depend  to  a  large  extent  for  onr 
prosperity  upon  the  success  of  our  producers. 
The  wealth  of  our  cities  to  a  large  extent  de- 
pends upon  successful  production  in  the  coun- 
try, and  if  we  are  going  to  do  anything  to  aid 
the  producing-power  of  the  country  we  shall 
undeniably  enable  every  one  to  do  better.  I 
would,  in  conclusion,  express  my  surprise  at 
finding  some  very  intelligent  members  of  this 
House,  from  whom  I  expected  better  things, 
giving  expression  to  views  utterly  hostile  to  a 
proposal  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  calculated  to 
be  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  whole  colony. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  wish  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
stated  that  I  had  made  the  assertion  that  some 
£1,690,000  was  all  invested  in  Government 
stocks.  I  made  no  such  statement.  The  state- 
ment I  made  on  that  occasion  was  that  some 
£498,000  of  the  Government  Insurance  Fund 
was  invested  on  mortgage,  and  the  balance 
was  invested  in  securities  of  various  charac- 
ters ;  but  I  did  not  say  the  whole  funds  were 
invested  in  Government  stocks,  but  that  they 
were  chiefly  in  Government  stock.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  also  wrong  in  say- 
ing that  I  voted  against  the  Government  on 
all  measures  referring  to  small  settlers  obtain- 
ing benefits.  My  votes  were  distinctly  in  the 
other  direction.  I  voted  for  genuine  but  op- 
posed spurious  assistance. 

Mr.  WABD, — The  honourable  gentleman  mis- 
represents me.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that 
on  every  amendment  favourable  to  settlers  the 
honourable  gentleman  voted  against  them. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 
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Newman  Buchanan 

Pere  Te  Ao 

RusseU,  G.  W.  Rusgell,  W.  B. 

Majority  for,  25.* 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
oae  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  Snd  October,  1894. 


First  Beading!— Third  Beading— New  Zealand  Ck>n- 
soUBlll. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Ooverument  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  New 
Zealand  Consols  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Iiand  for  Settlements  Bill. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  the 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  encourage  thrift,  and  to 
enable  persons  of  small  means  to  invest  their 
moneys  in  safe  securities.  As  honourable 
members  are  aware,  there  is  in  the  Post-Office 
Savings-Bank  an  institution  in  which  small 
amounts  of  this  character  can  be  safely  in- 
vested, but,  as  honourable  members  also  know, 
the  amount  on  which  interest  can  be  paid 
cannot  exceed  £500,  ao  that  persons  depositing 
money  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  are  con- 
fined to  a  sum  not  beyond  £500,  for  beyond 
that  amount  interest  is  not  paid,  and  there- 
fore it  is  useless  to  deposit  it.  It  may  be  said 
that  probably  it  would  be  as  well  to  extend  the 
operation  of  the  Post-Office  Saviags-Bank,  with 
a  Tiew  to  enabling  it  to  pay  interest  on  larger 
soma  than  £500;  but.  Sir,  the  sums  which 
are  placed  on  deposit  in  that  institution  are 
deposited  at  call,  and  it  would  be  impossible 
for  any  Government  or  institution,  no  matter 
how  strong  its  finances  might  be,  to  bear  the 
■train  supposing  there  was  a  rush  upon  an 
establishment  of  that  character.  It  has  there- 
fore been  considered  desirable  to  adopt  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  what  are  known  as 
British  Consols  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
persons  to  deposit  small  or  large  sums,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  the  currency  of  the  period 
limited  in  the  Act,  and  on  which  interest  at  a 
ranee  not  exceeding  4  per  cent,  may  be  allowed. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  the  Trea- 
anzer  to  receive  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  £1,000,000,  to  be  invested  in  the 
maimer  to  be  prescribed  by  this  Act,  and  to  be 
•ubject  to  the  control  not  only  of  Parliament, 
hat  of  the  Controller-General,  and  to  be  placed 
to  a  separate  aoconnt.  Sir,  I  know  there  will 
be  some  difference  of  opinion  upon  a  matter 
«t  this  importance,    which    is   new    to    the 


country ;  but  I  need  scarcely  point  out  that  in 
doing  this  we  are  following  the  example  of  a 
country  whose  fioances,  probably,  are  not  to  be 
surpassed  so  far  as  soundness  is  concerned — 
we  are  following  the  example  of  the  Mother- 
country  in  taking  this  step.  Sir,  the  amount 
of  Consols  in  that  country  exceeds,  I  think, 
£760,000,000  at  the  present  day,  and  I  under- 
take to  say  that  no  memt>er  of  the  Council, 
no  matter  how  much  he  may  disapprove  of 
this  Bill,  will  say  for  a  single  moment  that 
the  existence  of  Consols  in  Groat  Britain 
has  disturbed  the  finances  of  that  country; 
on  the  contrary,  it  has  helped  the  finances 
of  the  country,  and  helped  the  finances  in  more 
ways  than  one.  I  need  only  refer  to  another 
example,  and  that  is,  what  took  place  after  the 
Pranco-PruBsian  war,  when  the  thrifty  people 
of  France  found — what  Prussia  never  expected 
they  would  find — the  two  milliards  of  francs 
that  were  wrung  from  France  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  The  people  found  the  money  be- 
cause they  were  thrifty,  and  placed  their  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  for  which  they 
received  a  small  rate  of  interest.  Now,  as  I 
said,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  enable  the 
Treasurer  to  receive  small  Bums  or  large  sums, 
not  exceeding  one  million  in  all,  from  the 
people  of  the  colony.  That  is  expre.ssly  pro- 
vided for,  to  enable  the  people  to  place  this 
money  on  safe  investment,  bearing  interest 
on  sums  beyond  the  limit  on  which  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank  would  give  them  interest. 
The  mode  of  inscription  is  very  simple,  as 
honourable  members  will  see  upon  reading  the 
Bill.  There  is  a  Registrar  appointed,  and  the 
Registrar  is  to  inscribe  stock,  if  I  may  so  call 
it.  Any  person  wishing  to  inscribe  his  name, 
say,  for  £1,000  goes  to  this  officer,  pays  his 
money,  and  gets  his  receipt ;  and  if  at  any  time 
afterwards  he  wishes  to  obtain  a  portion  of  that 
money  for  the  purpose  of  converting  it  to  some 
other  use  he  also  gets  what  ia  called  a  Consols 
certificate,  and  that  bears  interest  also  ;  and 
upon  that  being  granted  to  him  the  original 
amount  is  reduced  by  the  amount  of  the 
certificate ;  and  any  person  holding  that  cer- 
tificate can  either  retain  it  or  get  it  also 
inscribed.  The  rest  of  the  Bill  is  a  piece  of 
machinery  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
object  referred  to.  I  do  not  think  further  ex- 
planation is  necessary,  and  move,  That  t}ie  Bill 
be  now  read  Vie  secoiid  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWBN.— Sir,  I  hope  my 
honourable  friend  who  brought  down  this  Bill 
will  not  think  I  want  to  lecture  the  Council  or 
himself  if  I  oppose  the  Bill.  I  am  not  given 
to  lecturing,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  add 
the  labour  of  listening  to  a  lecture  to  the  hard 
work  my  honourable  friend  says  is  his  special 
heritage.  However,  I  think  this  Bill  is  too 
important  and  serious  a  one  not  to  be  con- 
sidered carefully.  It  is  one  concerning  which 
every  honourable  member  in  this  Council  should 
ask  himself  whether  it  in  required  by  the  coun- 
try, and  whether  it  would  be  beneficial  or  in- 
jurious to  the  country.  Now,  it  appears  to  me 
that  in  the  very  inception — in  the  naming  of 
the  Bill — there  is  a  confusion  of  ideas.    I  do 
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not  understand  why  this  paiticulor  loan  should 
be  oaJled  Consols  any  more  than  any  other 
loan  that  is  raised  by  the  colony.    I  take  it, 

Sir,  that  all  our  loans  are  seoored  npon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  colony.  The  word 
"  Consol "  originated  in  the  consolidation  of 
the  liabilities  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  securi- 
ties which  were  offered  to  the  lender  in  Pitt's 
time — a  consolidation  which  was  effected  port 
passu  with  the  consolidation  of  the  Customs 
revenue.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  been  the 
custom  to  pledge  special  items  of  revenue  for 
special  loans — a  practice  which  was  very  in- 
convenient and  led  to  great  confusion.  Why 
this  million  which  is  to  be  borrowed  now  should 
be  specially  called  New  Zealand  Consols  I 
cannot  understand,  imd,  as  I  said  before,  I  am 
afraid  it  shows  a  certain  amount  of  confusion 
of  idea  in  the  matter.  My  honourable  friend 
spoke,  on  introducing  the  Bill,  of  its  being  the 
means  of  encouraging  thrift  among  the  people ; 
and  I  find  this  extraordinary  preamble  to  the 
Bill :  "  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  encourage 
thrift  by  affordiog  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
facilities  for  the  safe  investment  of  their 
savings."  Well,  Sir,  I  never  heard  of  a  loan 
being  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
people  to  exercise  thrift  by  lending  money  to 
the  Government.  My  honourable  friend  says  it 
is  on  the  same  footing  as  the  great  consolidated 
debt  of  the  British  Empire.  Sir,  it  does  not  re- 
quire any  great  consideration  to  remember  how 
that  debt  accumulated,  painfully,  step  by  step, 
through  the  great  necessity  and  the  danger  of 
the  time  when  most  of  it  was  incurred.  Cer- 
tainly it  was  not  incurred  in  order  to  encourage 
thrift  among  the  people  and  to  find  an  invest- 
ment for  them.  I  think  his  other  illustration 
of  the  subject,  when  be  spoke  of  the  milliards 
which  the  unfortunate  French  people  had  to 
pay  after  the  Franco- Prussian  war  is  quite  as 
inappropriate,  for  I  do  not  think  the  Prussians, 
when  they  levied  upon  France  the  two  mil- 
liards which  had  to  be  raised,  had  much  idea  of 
promoting  thrift  among  the  people  of  France. 
My  honourable  friend  also  spoke  of  the  savings- 
banks,  and  pointed  out  that  we  had  this  ma- 
chinery for  encouraging  thrift ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  State  savings-banks  are  most  benefioial 
institutions  if  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 
But  he  said  that  our  State  Savings-Bank  did 
not  go  far  enough,  and  that  we  required  further 
means  of  encouraging  thrift  among  the  people. 
As  it  is  at  present,  people  can  invest  up  to  £500 
in  the  Savings-Bank ;  and  is  it  advisable  to  per- 
mit investments  beyond  £500  in  the  Savings- 
Bank?  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  people  them- 
selves, or  for  the  country,  that  so  much  money 
that  is  wanted  for  legitimate  enterprise  should 
be  locked  up  under  Government  control.  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  a  proper  thing  for  the 
State  to  have  large  sums  locked  up  in  such  a 
way  that  there  would  not  be  any  liquid  money 
available  to  meet  a  run  on  the  bank  at  any 
time.  At  this  moment  there  are  three  mil- 
lions deposited  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank, 
the  chief  part  of  which  is  invested  in  Govern- 
ment securities.  In  England  they  limit  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen 


deposits  in  aavlogs-banks  to  £160,  while  we 
limit  them  to  £500.  In  France,  where  the  limit 
of  deposit  is  considerably  less  than  in  England, 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on 
this  matter,  and  H.  Jules  Simon,  one  of  the 
most  enlightened  statesmen  of  France,  has 
very  forcibly  pointed  out  the  great  danger  that 
arises  in  France  from  allowing  too  large  sums 
to  be  kept  on  deposit  in  the  State  savings- 
bank;  and  he  has  shown  that  if  any  great 
public  calamity  took  place  at  any  time,  when 
it  would  be  most  necessary  for  the  people  to 
fall  back  on  their  deposits  in  the  savings-bank, 
it  might  be  most  difficult  for  the  State  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  it  suddenly,  and  he 
strongly  urged  that  there  should  be  a  smaller 
limit  than  at  present.  Well,  I  do  not  think  de- 
positors can  complain  of  the  limit  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
State  is  in  a  far  worse  position  for  meeting  any 
sudden  run  than  the  English  Post  Office  would 
be,  because  there  the  Consols  are  a  compara- 
tively liquid  security,  and  one  upon  which 
money  can  be  always  raised,  whereas  I  very 
much  doubt  whether,  if  any  great  calamity  sud- 
denly befel  this  country  and  a  great  run  took 
place  here  on  the  Savings-Bank,  that  institu- 
tion, with  all  its  resources,  and  with  the  State 
behind  it,  could  meet  at  a  moment's  notice  all 
demands.  The  mention  by  my  honourable 
friend  of  the  Savings-Bank  led  me  to  say  this, 
because  I  think  it  is  a  very  mistaken  idea 
that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  that  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  should  be  locked  up 
in  deposits  which  can  be  operated  on  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government.  That  idea  is 
founded  on  the  belief  that  the  State  can  spend 
the  people's  money  better  than  people  can  do  it 
themselves.  That  ie  a  very  great  fallacy.  It 
has  always  been  held  hitherto  that  the  less 
dragged  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  by 
taxation  or  otherwise,  the  better  it  is  for  the 
State  ;  that  it  is  better  for  the  people  to  spend 
their  money  than  to  give  it  to  the  State  to 
spend  it  for  them.  But  now  it  appears  we  are 
to  legislate  with  a  view  of  finding  investments 
for  the  people.  I  think  that  in  itself  is  a  great 
fallacy  ;  and,  further,  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
Bill  will  find  investments  for  the  people,  for 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  to  prevent 
outsiders  from  coming  in  and  investing  in  this 
colony.  You  ofier  4  per  cent.,  whereas  you  can 
raise  the  money  in  Engleuid  at  S}  per  cent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Look  at 
clause  S. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  know  clause  3. 
It  reads  as  follows : — 

"The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time, 
by  Order  in  Council,  authorise  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  receive,  by  way  of  deposit,  from 
persons  in  the  colony,  such  sum  or  sums  as 
may  be  mentioned  in  such  order,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  one  million  pounds  sterling,  besLr- 
ing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  four  pounds 
per  centum  per  annum." 

There  is  such  a  thing,  however,  as  dealing 
through  an  agent,  and  I  do  not  see  any  ma- 
chinery in  the  Bill  for  preventing  people  oat- 
side,  who  wish  to  invest  at  4  per  cent,  when 
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they  oan  only  get  3}  per  oent.  in  England  on 
oar  bonds,  from  investing  in  this  colony.  If  the 
money  was  really  all  found  by  people  bona  fide 
living  in  the  oolony,  and  who  were  settled  here, 
it  wonld  be  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the 
colony,  especially  at  this  time,  that  a  million 
of  money  should  be  locked  up  in  the  hands  of 
the  Goremment  which  wonld  otherwise  have 
been  devoted  to  improving  the  country  and 
settling  the  people  on  the  land — a  process  that 
is  so  much  talked  about  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  one  of  the  complaints  nowadays  that  the 
banks  are  reeking  with  money  and  refusing 
deposits.  And  why  ?  Because  the  people  have 
lost  their  confidence  in  what  is  going  on.  They 
are  liampered  in  trade,  in  manufactures,  in 
fanning  by  harassing  legislation ;  they  are 
kwing  foith  in  wholesome  enterprises  and  look- 
ing their  money  up  in  the  banks.  And  now  we 
are  to  ask  them  to  lock  up  more  money  in  de- 
posits which  are  to  be  held  by  the  colony.  I 
cannot  see  any  reason  whatever  for  asking 
tiiem  to  lend  this  money  to  the  Government. 
Again,  the  Consols  in  England  can  be  con- 
verted at  any  time ;  and  if  there  is  a  change  in 
the  value  of  money,  and  the  public  credit 
grows  stronger,  the  Government  can  convert 
or  pay  o&  Consols  that  are  at  too  high  a  rate  of 
interest,  just  as  was  done  not  long  ago  by  Mr. 
Goschen,  when  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  was  re- 
duced to  2}  and  2^  per  cent.,  decreasing  auto- 
matically. Under  this  Bill,  in  a  country  where 
there  are  groat  fluotnations  in  the  value  of 
money,  we  are  to  borrow  at  a  fixed  rate  for  the 
long  period  of  forty  years ;  we  shall  have  to 
pledge  ourselves  to  pay  4  per  cent,  during 
that  period.  There  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween Consols  in  England  and  what  are  called 
Consols  here.  It  is  said  that  this  Bill  is  not 
borrowing.  Well,  it  is  not  borrowing  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  If  it  were  stated 
straightforwardly  that  money  was  wanted  for 
a  certain  purpose  we  could  openly  proclaim  our 
object  and  borrow  the  money  in  the  cheapest 
market.  But  this  is  indirect  borrowing.  It  is 
aocnmnlating  funds  which  can  be  borrowed 
and  used  by  Government  without  atrracting 
public  attention  immediately.  The  money  will 
be  swallowed  up  in  what  has  been  termed  the 
maelstrom  of  colonial  finance,  and  we  shall 
have  to  pay  the  highest  price,  because  the 
lender  will  not  know  exactly  where  we  have 
borrowed,  how  we  have  borrowed,  or  what 
we  have  borrowed  before.  It  may  be  thought 
that  this  will  not  influence  our  credit  in  Lon- 
don, because  it  is  not  borrowing  by  a  loan  in 
the  open  London  market.  But  does  any  one 
seriously  suppose  that  London — that  is,  the 
I«ndon  that  lends  money  to  the  colonies — 
will  not  know  what  we  are  doing  ?  Those  who 
are  going  to  invest  their  money  will  know  all 
■bout  it,  and  we  shall  hear  a  great  deal  about 
it  very  quickly  if  those  so-called  Consols  are 
not  put  upon  the  market  like  any  ordinary 
loan.  It  is  also  said  that  this  money  may  be 
used  for  Treasury  bills  and  deficiency  bills 
in  the  same  manner  as  Saviags-Bank  money 
is  used ;  but,  if  it  is,  will  not  these  facilities 
for  getting  money  lead  to  further  borrowing  ? 

VOL.  IiXXXYt-e7i 


Surely  it  ie  always  the  oase  that  the  greater  the 
facilities  you  give  for  borrowing,  and  for  bor- 
rowing easily,  the  greater  will  be  the  extrava- 
gance in  expenditure.  That  is  always  the 
case,  both  in  private  iChd  public  affairs.  If 
this  money  is  withdrawn  from  local  enterprise, 
and  employes  in  town  and  country  are  not  to 
spend  it,  the  "unemployed"  difficulty  will  be 
largely  increased,  while  the  taxation  of  the 
country  grows  more  burdensome  every  day. 
We  are  asked  to  sanction  this  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  borrowing  a  large  sum  of  money  which 
is  to  be  taken,  possibly,  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people  here,  but  more  probably,  I  balieve, 
out  of  the  pockets  of  other  people  elsewhere — 
from  whom  we  could  have  got  the  money  at  a 
less  rate  ot  interest  by  borrowing  in  the  ordi- 
nttty  way — in  order  to  spend  it  nobody  knows 
bow.  And  the  only  reason  given  for  the  mea- 
sure by  the  Government  is  that  it  is  to  provide 
investments  for  the  people.  Sir,  I  think  this 
is  such  a  very  novel  procedure,  and  one  so 
little  expected  or  even  dreamt  of  in  any  circle, 
social,  financial,  or  political,  that  the  colony 
ought  to  pause  before  plunging  into  such  a 
career  as  suggested  in  this  Bill  without  any 
reason  given.  I  therefore  move.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  the  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— Sir,  I  should  not  like 
to  see  the  amendment  carried  without  a  few 
words  being  said  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  although 
I  am  hardly  prepared  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion, as  the  Bill  was  only  circulated  last  night, 
and  I  have  not  had  time  to  study  it.  There 
are,  however,  one  or  two  remarks  that  have 
fallen  from  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  I  must  refer  to.  We  are  told  that 
this  is  a  Bill  to  borrow  a  million  of  money. 
Supposing  that  were  so,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
I  say  that  under  some  circumstances  it  might 
be  advisable  that  we  should  borrow  a  million 
of  money.  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  be 
afraid  to  borrow  money  if  it  is  required  ;  but 
the  point  is,  in  what  manner  the  money  is  to 
be  invested  or  applied,  and  that  is  where  the 
difficulty  lies.  If  we  are  going  to  invest 
money  through  the  Government  so  as  to  ob- 
tain a  percentage  over  and  above  what  we 
pay  for  it,  then,  I  say,  it  is  to  our  interest  to 
borrow  as  much  as  we  possibly  can,  because  in 
so  far  OS  we  succeed  in  making  a  profit  on 
these  investments  we  shall  become  the  more 
prosperous.  This  is  done  every  day  in  the 
mercantile  world,  and  it  is  just  exactly  what 
promotes  private  enterprise  and  industry,  and 
spurs  a  man  on,  and  brings  forth  all  his  energy, 
and  it  is  why  many  are  enabled— by  obtaining 
money  at  such  a  rate  as  will  yield  them  a  pro- 
fitable return — to  earn  a  competence  for  them- 
selves, and  in  many  instances  a  fortune.  But 
is  the  borrowing  of  this  million  of  money,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  borrowing,  any  more  a  borrowing 
transaction  than  borrowing  the  money  that  is 
deposited  in  the  Government  Savings-Bank  ? 
When  money  is  deposited  in  that  institution,  it 
is  never  asked  how  that  money  is  intended  or 
is  going  to  be  invested  ;  for  when  people  place 
the  money  in  the  Savings-Bank  they  invest  it 
because  they  liave  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
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ment,  and  they  invest  it  because  they  get  a 
percentage  on  their  investment,  and,  so  far  as 
the  person  depositing  the  money  is  concerned, 
all  matters  affecting  him  end  there.  He  takes 
little  or  no  risk ;  the  interest  is  guaranteed  by 
the  Government ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  gets 
a  return  for  bis  money,  and  is  satisiied  that 
he  has  a  good  and  safe  investment.  If,  then, 
it  is  desirable  that  people  should  invest  their 
money  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  and 
get  a  percentage  on  that  investment,  what  is 
the  difierence  between  so  doing  and  investing 
money  in  Government  Consols  ?  The  only 
difference  is  one  of  degree,  and  lies  in  the 
amount  of  deposits  bearing  interest,  because 
in  the  Savings-Bank  the  amount  is  limited  on 
which  interest  is  paid,  and  in  the  other  it  is 
not  so.  There  is  little  or  no  diSerence  between 
the  two  classes  of  investments,  and  to  call 
one  borrowing  and  the  other  non-borrowing 
is  what  I  really  cannot  understand.  Then, 
we  are  told  of  the  difficulty  the  State  would 
experience  in  the  event  of  a  run  taking  place 
on  a  Savings-Bank,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it 
might  not  have  sufficient  liquid  assets  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  it;  but  I  would  point 
out  that  the  bank  which  is  least  likely  to  have 
a  run  upon  it  is  a  bank  which  is  a  Government 
institution,  because,  as  I  said  on  a  previous 
occasion,  the  backbone  of  credit  is  coniidenoe, 
and  as  long  as  people  have  confidence  in  the 
State  —  which  is  really  having  confidence  in 
themselves — there  is  no  likelihood  of  any  run 
taking  place  upon  any  banking  institution  which 
is  supported  by  the  State.  If  it  is  wrong  that 
money  should  be  invested  in  these  institutions 
because  a  run  might  take  place  upon  them, 
what  shall  we  say  when  the  money  is  deposited 
in  private  institutions,  which  are  not  backed 
by  Government  ?  How  are  they  going  to  meet 
a  run  ?  Can  any  one  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  there  is  any  bank  here  that  could  meet 
a  run  if  it  took  place  to-morrow — that  is,  a 
run  upon  the  whole  of  its  deposits  at  call 
and  also  its  note-issue  ?  Therefore  in  that  re- 
spect the  people  are  better  off  in  having  their 
money  invested  in  Government  Consols  than 
in  any  private  institution.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen  referred  to  the  fact  that  under  this 
Bill  foreign  capitalists  might  invest  their 
money  in  the  Consols.  I  agree  with  him 
there.  I  have  looked  through  the  Bill,  and 
I  find  it  would  be  possible  through  an  agent 
for  them  to  do  so.  But  do  we  not  frequently 
hear  complaints  that  capital  is  being  driven 
away  from  the  colony  by  the  Government  ?— 
and  yet  here  we  find  the  honourable  gentle- 
man complaining  that  capital  is  going  to  be 
attracted  to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.  — At  4  per  cent., 
when  you  can  get  it  at  3}. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG. — Yes.  Even  supposing 
that  is  the  case,  we  know  that  there  is  some- 
thing like  sixteen  millions  of  money — I  speak 
from  memory — on  deposit  in  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  colony,  and,  that  being  so,  it 
is  fair  to  assume  that  a  proportion  of  these  de- 
posits will  be  transferred  to  the  Consols,  and, 
if  a  proportion  of  those  deposits  should  be  so 
Son.  Mr.  Rigg 


transferred,  I  do  not  think  we  need  trouble 
ourselves  about  a  matter  of  ^  per  cent.  In 
course  of  time  it  may  be  that  investors  in  the 
Consols  will  be  solely  confined  to  New  Zea- 
land, but  I  do  not  see,  at  the  present  time,  how 
we  can  prevent  foreign  capital  from  coming 
into  the  country  under  this  scheme,  even  at 
i  per  cent.  Then,  we  are  told  that  the  banks 
in  the  colony  are  overflowing  with  money,  and 
that  this  is  because  the  people  in  the  colony 
have  lost  confidence  in  it.  I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  I  state  the  fact 
that  gold  is  accumulating  in  the  Bank  of  Bng- 
land  at  the  present  time  to  a  greater  extent 
them  at  any  time  during  the  present  century, 
if  that  is  a  sign  that  the  people  of  England 
have  lost  confidence  in  that  country.  Then, 
we  are  again  told  that  it  is  our  legislation  that 
is  causing  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  country, 
and  that  such  legislation  is  the  cause  of  the  de- 
pression that  exists;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  seem  to  see  that  the  depression  is 
world-wide,  and  that  the  want  of  confidence  is 
world.wide,  and  that  consequently  it  is  unfair 
to  put  down  to  any  matter  of  local  legislation  a 
state  of  affairs  that  is  almost  universal.  I  have 
on  a  previous  occasion  explained  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  cause  of  this  depression,  so  that  I  need 
not  again  refer  to  it ;  but  we  cannot  believe  for 
a  moment  that  a  depression  which  is  universal 
is  on  account  of  anything  we  may  do  in  New 
Zealand.  This  is  all  I  wish  to  say.  I  shonld 
have  liked  to  have  a  little  more  time  to  pro- 
perly study  the  Bill ;  but  I  trust,  at  any  rate, 
that  the  amendment  will  not  be  carried,  bat 
that  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  going 
through  the  Bill  in  Committee :  and  probably 
the  debate  that  will  take  place  in  Committee 
may  cause  some  honourable  members  to  alter 
the  opinions  they  at  present  hold  in  regard  to 
it,  and  we  shall  find  it  placed  on  the  statute- 
book. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sac  down  has  told 
us  that  this  is  really  borrowing  a  million  of 
money,  and  he  also  said  that  if  it  was  advisable 
to  borrow  money  for  some  purpose — possibly  a 
very  much  larger  sum — that  should  be  done. 
I  quite  agree  with  him  ;  but  in  all  cases,  whe- 
ther of  public  or  private  borrowing,  the  first 
thing  to  be  considered  is  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  money  is  to  be  invested.  No 
private  or  public  body  ever  borrowed  money 
imless  they  were  certain  beforehand  as  to  how 
they  were  going  to  expend  it ;  and  nothing  can 
be  more  reckless  than  this  kind  of  borrowing. 
If  any  private  person  were  to  borrow  money  in 
this  fashion  he  would  very  soon  find  himself 
lauded  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and  no  person 
would  think  of  borrowing  money  unless  he  had 
decided  what  return  he  was  likely  to  get  for 
the  investment  he  had  made.  We  all  liko  to 
make  advantageous  investments,  but  under 
this  Bill  we  are  simply  borrowing  in  a  very 
indirect  and  expensive  manner  a  million  of 
money,  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  apparently  to  play  with.  I 
will  not  use  that  word,  because  that  was  the 
case   when   the    Bill   originally   was  brought 
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down.  The  expenditure  of  the  money  is  now 
oonflnod  to  a  certain  extent  by  clause  7 ;  the 
money  to  be  borrowed  is  to  be  paid  into  the 
Public  Account,  and  is  deposited  under  "  The 
Public  Bevenues  Act,  1891,"  which  provides 
that  no  public  money  can  be  expended  without 
being  voted  by  Parliament  or  ou  a  warrant  of 
the  Governor.  It  is,  of  course,  a  considerable 
check  upon  this  money  being  used  recklessly, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  fact  remains  that 
money  is  to  be  borrowed  without  our  knowing 
how  it  is  to  be  disposed  of :  and  that  appears  to 
mo  to  bo  a  very  dangerous  kind  of  finance.  To 
borrow  money  without  saying  how  that  money 
is  to  bo  expended,  or  why  it  is  being  borrowed, 
is,  as  I  said  before,  borrowing  in  a  very  un- 
businesslike fashion.  Instead  of  going  to  the 
cheapest  market  and  borrowing  the  necessary 
million  at  the  cheapest  possible  rate — at,  pos- 
sibly, 3  per  cent,  or  less — we  go  to  borrow  at  4 
per  cent. ;  and  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the 
money  will  really  be  raised  in  London,  because 
a  considerable  amount  of  profit  will  accrue  to 
those  who  have  speculated  in  the  matter,  of 
course  at  the  cost  of  the  colony.  Well,  this 
seems  to  me  an  unbusinesslike  proceeding.  I 
can  quite  understand  that  it  may  be  possible  or 
advisable  to  borrow  money,  but  to  borrow  in 
this  extremely  foolish  manner  does  seem  to  be 
altogether  unwise.  The  indirect  effects  of  bor- 
rowing m  this  way  are  very  difficult  to  arrive 
at.  If  the  money  is  actually  deposited  in  con- 
siderable sums  by  the  people  of  this  colony, 
it  will  possibly  be  to  the  injury  of  all  kinds 
of  enterprise,  for  all  the  money  will  be  absorbed 
by  the  Government,  and  the  expenditure 
will  not  ultimately  be  distributed  in  public 
works,  and  so  on.  Under  this  system  of  in- 
vestment a  considerable  amount  of  financial 
difficulty  will  arise,  and,  if  the  money  is  to  be 
borrowed,  it  will  be  borrowed  at  an  extravagant 
rate,  and  practically  in  London,  and  we  shall 
have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  we 
should  have  to  pay  if  we  went  straight  to  the 
London  market.  I  object  altogether  to  this 
kind  of  borrowing  as  being  very  unbusinesslike 
in  every  way,  both  as  regards  the  amount  of 
interest  and  as  regards  the  method.  I  think 
that  to  determine  upon  borrowing  before  the 
purpose  for  which  the  money  is  required  has 
been  defined  is  untenable.  In  all  previous 
cases  we  have  always  said  that  the  money  is  to 
be  raised  for  some  particular  purpose — for  the 
making  of  railways,  et  cetera — and  appropria- 
tions are  made  in  various  forms  for  the  money 
proposed  to  be  borrowed ;  but  for  money  to 
be  borrowed  without  any  specific  appropriation 
being  proposed  is  wrong.  It  seems  to  mo 
to  be  a  most  important  point,  and  chiefly  on 
that  ground  I  shall  support  the  amendment  of 
tbe  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen.  My  own  experience  of 
Governments  is  that,  whenever  you  have  to  put 
money  in  their  hands,  if  you  do  not  tie  them 
up,  they  are  pretty  certain  to  waste  it ;  and  the 
experience  of  all  legislation  is  that  to  keep  a 
Government  economical  and  thrifty  you  must 
keep  them  poor.  Tbe  Bill  is  intended,  accord- 
ing to  the  preamble,  no  doubt  to  encourage 
thrift  amongst  the  people ;  but  I  should  like 


to  see  a  Bill  which  would  encourage  thrift  in 
the  Parliament  and  Government.  What  we 
want  is,  practically,  a  Bill  to  encourage  thrift 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  rather  than  the 
people.  I  do  not  say  this  Government,  but  any 
Government.  The  people  will  be  thrifty  enough 
if  only  left  alone.  If  left  alone  they  will  make 
their  investments  in  the  best  possible  way  to 
obtain  the  best  value  or  interest  for  it.  We 
shall  then  soon  have  plenty  of  thrift ;  but  if 
we  constantly  interfere,  and  allow  the  State  to 
interfere,  with  the  desires  of  the  individual, 
and  place  this  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, although,  no  doubt,  it  is  with  the  best 
possible  intentions,  we  shall  diminish  the  thrift, 
the  savings  of  the  people,  and  wo  shall  increase 
the  extravagance  of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— I  wish 
merely  to  say  one  word.  I  conceive  that  these 
Consols  will  be  a  very  convenient  form  of  in- 
vestment for  trustees,  executors,  and  people 
of  that  kind.  These  are  obliged  to  carry  out 
the  principle  of  investing  in  Consols  in  Kng- 
land,  and  it  has  proved  a  very  great  protection 
to  minors  and  persons  holding  trusts  in  the 
past.  If  it  is  intended,  if  there  is  any  surplu.<s 
from  this  expedient,  to  apply  it  to  the  repur- 
chase of  Treasury  bills  I  think  it  would  be  a 
very  good  Bill  indeed,  except  for  one  thing — 
that  it  would  take  an  enormous  quantity  of 
money  out  of  the  industries  of  the  colony.  I 
very  much  doubt  if  there  is  a  very  great  quan- 
tity of  money  belonging  to  New-Zealanders  not 
invested.  People  may  have  some  money  in 
those  teapots  and  stockings  in  the  country. 
That  may  be  so  to  some  extent ;  but  the  pro- 
bability IS  there  is  very  much  less  there  than 
people  fancy.  It  was  undoubtedly  proved  that 
the  French  people  had  put  away  money  in  that 
way,  and  when  the  French  nation  had  to  find 
money  for  the  indemnity  after  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war  it  was  quite  wonderful  how  much 
money  we«  found  in  the  country.  But  there 
had  been  very  many  years  through  which  the 
French  nation  had  been  accustomed  to  hoard 
up  money,  and  they  hid  it  because  they  had 
very  little  confidence  in  the  joint-stock  banks 
or  anything  else.  In  fact,  the  success  of  the 
first  Imperial  loans  was  entirely  due  to  this : 
that  the  people  trusted  the  Government  and 
would  not  trust  the  banks.  That  feeling  of 
insecurity  existed  all  over  France,  and  money 
was  put  away.  I  have  seen  exactly  the  same 
thing  happen  in  the  eastern  part  of  Europe, 
where  people  would  produce  money  that  had 
been  put  away  several  hundred  years  before. 
But  as  far  as  the  Consols  here  are  concerned, 
assuming  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  informed 
the  House  correctly,  I  think  it  is  not  a  bad 
thing.  I  think  it  will  be  a  good  thing  to  allow 
persons  who  have  money  available  an  opportu- 
nity of  investing  it  for  a  short  time  in  an  easily 
exchangeable  form  of  Government  security  that 
may  go  from  hand  to  hand.  I  have  sufficient 
faith  in  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  to  be- 
lieve that  he  does  understand  the  matter.  If 
this  money  is  applied  to  the  repurchase  and 
withdrawal  of  a  certain  amount  of  Treasury 
bills — which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  come  to 
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an  enormous  amount  at  the  present  time ;  a 
sum  which  has  a  tendency  year  by  year  to  in- 
crease, no  matter  what  Government  may  be  in 
power — I  think  the  Bill  is,  in  the  main,  a  good 
Bill,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  measure  quite  worth  try- 
ing. Another  year  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  whether  it  is  successful,  or  has 
had  the  effect,  which  I  rather  fear  it  will  have, 
of  withdrawing  a  great  deal  of  the  working 
money,  which  belongs  to  private  individuals, 
from  industrial  use.  Honourable  gentlemen 
have  not  far  to  go  to  see  how  that  operates. 
There  is  the  Manawatu  Railway :  there  is  a 
very  small  portion  of  that  railway  capital  which 
has  been  paid,  or,  at  least,  has  been  taken  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  for  most  of  the  money 
is  in  debentures.  Ever  since  that  was  started 
to  the  present  day  there  has  been  the  greatest 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  take  their 
money  out  of  it,  although  they  are  getting 
regular  dividends,  and  the  railway  is  said  to  be 
paying  well.  I  think  it  will  prove  to  be  a  little 
that  way  with  the  Consols.  We  shall  find  that 
no  very  great  surplus  exists  in  the  pockets  of 
the  people  or  in  teapots.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  that  it  is  otherwise,  but  I  think  it  is  not. 
However,  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  the  Bill  a 
trial. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— 
This  Bill,  the  last  honourable  gentleman  said, 
was  brought  forward  as  an  experiment.  Now, 
the  real  essence  of  the  Bill  is  borrowing,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
Bill  has  not  shown  us  that  borrowing  is  neces- 
sary. Ho  has  not  indicated  in  any  way  that 
the  Government  require  money,  and  until  that 
is  done  it  seems  to  me  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Council  not  to  pass  legislation  which  is  un- 
necessary, and  which  may  lead  to  complica- 
tions. Does  the  honourable  gentleman  say 
the  Government  require  money  7 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— If  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  addressing  me,  I 
would  ask  him  to  give  notice  of  the  question. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— 
The  Government  apparently  admit  that  they 
do  not  require  money,  and  yet  they  want  to 
borrow  money  now.  I  want  to  know  why  it 
is  this  money  ia  required.  I  do  not  wish  to 
use  any  offensive  expression,  but  it  seems  to 
me  this  Bill  is  simply  a  subterfuge — that,  under 
cover  of  giving  facilities  to  the  people  to  put 
their  savings  in  Consols,  the  Government  are 
really  endeavouring  to  obtain  power  to  raise 
a  loan  of  a  million.  I  say  it  is  a  mere  sub- 
terfuge for  borrowing,  and  nothing  but  bor- 
rowing. If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  an- 
other which  the  working-classes  in  this  colony 
have  declared  for  some  years  past  it  is  that 
the  colony  shall  not  borrow.  That  has  been 
the  universal  ciy ;  and  at  a  meeting  in  Dun- 
edin,  at  which  I  spoke,  some  time  ago,  there 
was  a  very  emphatic  protest  entered  by  the 
})eop)e  there  against  the  idea  of  borrowing 
being  entertained.  There  was  a  feeler  put 
forward  in  certain  quarters  there  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  asked  to  borrow,  I  think, 
either  £2,000,000  or  £8,000,000;  but  almost 
nine-tenths  of  those  who  were  present — and  it 
Son.  Sir  O.  S.  Whitmori 


was  a  very  full  meeting— declared  against  bor- 
rowing, and  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
it.  And  why  ?  The  persons  who  suffer  from  this 
borrowing  in  the  end  are  the  working-claesea. 
The  taxation  ultimately  goes,  like  water,  to 
the  lowest  level.  They  are  the  persons  who  are 
suffering  now ;  and  if  we  had  not  so  much 
money  to  pay  for  the  money  we  have  borrowed 
people  who  now  have  to  pay  taxation  would 
be  able  to  employ  their  surplus  earnings  in 
the  development  of  the  colony  in  a  way  that 
they  cannot  do  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
understand  this  insatiable  thirst  which  every 
Government  indicates  to  get  money  by  begging, 
borrowing,  or  stealing.  It  is  simply,  "  Let  as 
have  money  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever, and  let  the  future  look  after  itself."  I 
maintain  there  is  a  very  healthy  public  opinion 
in  the  colony  at  the  present  time  against  bor- 
rowing, and  I  think  it  is  a  pity  to  impair  or 
interfere  with  that  public  opinion.  This  Bill, 
as  has  been  pointed  out  already,  is  professedly 
a  Bill  to  raise  money  from  persons  in  the 
colony ;  but  I  think  honourable  members  will 
admit — in  fact,  every  honourable  member  who 
has  spoken  so  far  has,  I  think,  admitted  — 
that  this  Bill  does  not  accomplish  that  object. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  an  Eng- 
lish millionaire's  coming  hero  and  taking  up  the 
whole  of  the  loan  if  he  can  get  it — tliis  million 
of  money — absolutely  nothing ;  and  the  various 
attempts  here  are  more  assumed  than  real — 
the  attempts  to  confine  the  loan  to  the  colony. 
I  perfectly  admit,  as  the  honourable  and  gallant 

fentleman  who  last  spoke  stated,  that  there  are 
ifficultles  at  times  on  the  part  of  trustees  and 
others  who  have  trust  moneys  to  secure  a  ready 
and  safe  mode  of  investment.  But  this  BiU 
is  apparently  not  brought  forward  in  their  in- 
terest, it  is  promoted  practically  in  the  interests 
of  those  with  small  savings,  and  there  are  other 
facilities  at  present  for  investing  money  of  that 
kind  in  the  hands  of  trustees.  An  Act  was 
passed  in  1891  the  scope  of  which  was  that  the 
power  of  investment  on  the  part  of  trustees  was 
very  largely  extended,  and  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  had  been  experienced  in  reference  to 
investments  by  trustees  were  removed.  For  in- 
stanoe,  formerly  if  a  trustee  paid  money  into  a 
bonk  on  deposit,  and  the  bank  came  to  grief,  the 
trustee  was  personally  liable  for  the  loss.  Now, 
in  regard  to  any  bank  carrying  on  business  under 
a  statute  of  this  colony — and  I  think  all  the 
banks  have  been  either  incorporated  or  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament  —  trustees  can  deposit 
money  in  them,  and  have  there  as  high  a  rate 
of  interest  as,  if  not  a  higher  rate  than,  is  given 
by  this  Bill ;  so  that  the  evil  which  existed 
some  years  ago  was  removed  by  legislation  in 
1891.  My  objection  to  this  Bill  is  that  it  is 
borrowing  and  nothing  but  borrowing ;  and 
until  the  public  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
pronouncing  in  favour  of  a  borrowing  policy 
I  do  not  feel  justified  in  supporting  the  BiU. 
I  perfectly  admit  that  at  the  present  some  of 
the  banks  have  a  plethora  of  money,  arising 
from  the  absolute  wont  of  enterprise  of  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony.  In- 
stead of  taking  theit  money  and  entering  int» 
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inTestmente — that  is  to  say,  into  enterprises  in 
land,  or  manufactures,  or  business  of  various 
kinds — ttiey  prefer,  rather  than  run  the  risk 
which  the  outlook  seems  Co  indicate,  to  deposit 
their  money  in  tlic  bank,  so  that,  at  all  events, 
they  will  be  sure  to  have  the  principal,  though 
the  income  may  not  be  so  great.  They  wish 
to  moke  certain  of  the  priucipal  when  the 
time  arrives.  That,  probably,  is  a  temporary 
evil ;  I  hope  it  is.  But  there  is  no  question 
that  enterprise  is  absolutely  paralysed  in  this 
colony.  At  the  present  moment  we  are  prac- 
tically at  a  standstill,  and  it  may  be  that  a 
similar  state  of  things  exists  in  the  other  colo- 
nies— I  dare  say  it  does  to  a  certain  extent 
— bat  that  is  no  reason  whatever  for  it  in  this 
colony :  at  all  events,  there  should  be  none. 
There  is  a  want  of  confidence,  no  doubt,  and 
that  is  the  cause,  to  a  great  extent.  But  this 
Bill  is  bad  in  its  conception ;  it  is  bad  in  its 
«xecutioD,  for  it  in  uo  way  accomplishes  the 
purpose  which  the  Government  have  in  view, 
and  I  shall  therefore  feel  compelled  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Sir,  there 
seems  no  inclination  to  continue  the  debate. 
I  do  not  know  if  that  is  because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  proposed  the  amendment 
and  those  who  thmk  with  him  wish  to  force  a 
vote  on  the  amendment.  I  do  not  think  that 
would  be  the  wisest  course.  I  think  that  this 
measure  brought  down  by  the  Government  de- 
serves a  greater  amount  of  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Council.  Therefore  I  propose 
saying  a  few  words  upon  the  matter.  The  last 
speaker's  sole  objection  to  the  Bill  was  that  it 
was  a  borrowing  Bill,  and  he  is  opposed  to  bor- 
rowing. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— They 
do  not  require  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— That  is  not 
■o.  The  honourable  gentleman  made  a  good 
attempt  to  draw  the  Colonial  Secretary  by 
asking  him  to  reply  to  a  question ;  but  the 
Colonial  Secretary  is  of  the  same  profession  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  asked  the  ques- 
tion, and  probably  is  as  clever  in  refusing  to 
answer  a  question  when  it  does  not  suit  him  to 
answer  it  as  the  honourable  gentleman  is  clever 
in  asking  it.  I  think  that  the  Bill,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  measure — that 
is,  if  the  position  as  stated  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  and  by  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  another  place  is  correct — namely,  that 
they  find  there  is  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  waiting  for  investment. 
They  find,  from  their  experience  of  the  Post- 
Oflice  Saving?- Bank,  that  a  great  deal  of  money 
is  placed  there,  even  though  they  can  give  no 
interest  upon  it.    I  think  that  fact  is  admitted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.  — Am  I  to  under- 
stajad  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that 
more  money  is  put  into  the  Savings-Bank  than 
the  Government  can  pav  interest  upon  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Than  the 
Government  are  allowed  to  pay  interest  upon. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  think  you  will 
find  you  are  mistaken. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— I  am  per- 
fectly sure  I  am  correct  in  making  that  state- 
ment. The  Government  pay  interest  only  on 
sums  up  to  £500,  and  frequently  there  are 
larger  sums  of  money  deposited,  though  the 
depositors  can  only  receive  interest  upon  sums 
up  to  £500.  That  is  a  fact.  If  that  is  so,  the 
Government  themselves  are  proposing,  by  this 
Bill,  to  offer  facilities  to  persons  with  plenty 
of  money  and  who  are  desirous  of  a  safe  in- 
vestment for  their  surplus  money.  That  is  the 
object  of  the  Bill  so  far  as  I  can  read  it.  It 
is  a  permissive  measure,  for  it  is  not  compul- 
sory on  any  person  to  buy  the  Consols  or  to 
take  them  up.  From  the  tenor  of  the  remarks 
made  by  several  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken,  it  appears  that  they  have  the  im- 
pression that  the  money  will  be  found,  and  the 
anticipations  of  the  Government  realised. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — From  outside. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— It  does  not 
follow  that  it  will  be  from  outside  at  all.  An 
honourable  member  has  reminded  me  just  now 
that  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to  encourage 
thrift.  Manifestly  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  afford  facilities  to  thrifty  persons 
who  have  money  to  buy  these  Consols.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  remarked  that  we  are 
going  to  give  4  per  cent,  for  the  money,  and 
that  the  money  could  be  obtained  in  London 
probably  for  3^  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  anything  in  this  Bill  which  justifies  the 
honourable  member's  saying  that.  The  clause 
says,  "  an  amount  of  interest  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding four  per  centum."  It  does  not  follow 
at  all  that  the  Tteasurer  is  going  to  give  4  per 
cent.  He  is  going  to  give  the  market  value  of 
the  money,  and  it  may  be  3}  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  Member. — In  New  Zealand  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— In  New 
Zealand.  He  will  probably  get  his  money 
for  3}  per  cent.,  and  he  could  not  get  the 
money  anywhere  else  cheaper  than  3}  per 
cent.  Therefore  I  say  the  assumption  that 
the  Treasurer  is  going  to  give  4  per  cent,  is 
not  a  fair  one.  The  Bill  contains  nothing  to 
justify  that.  It  says  "  not  exceeding  four  per 
centum."  There  is  another  thing  regarding 
these  investments.  The  Bill  says  that  the  Trea- 
surer may  issue  them  for  any  number  of  years 
not  exceeding  forty  years.  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Treasurer  from  issuing  the  Consols 
for  five,  seven,  or  twenty -one  years,  or  any 
number  of  years  less  than  forty  years.  Will 
any  honourable  member  say  that  persons  who 
have  money,  and  who  care  to  invest  it  for  a 
term  of  twenty-one  years  at  4  per  c^nt.  are  not 
acting  wisely  in  doing  so  ?  It  will  be  a  good 
means  for  investing  the  money  in  trust  estates. 
I  believe  the  Government  will  find  they  will 
have  a  groat  deal  of  these  Consols  taken  up 
by  trustees.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  they 
will  have  a  million  subscribed,  but  I  antici- 
pate that  they  will  have  a  large  sum  of  money 
offered  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 
Now  as  to  the  objection  as  to  borrowing,  and 
not  so  much  to  borrowing,  as  I  understand  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  as  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  stated  as  to  what  the  Gtovemment  are 
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Koing  to  do  with  the  money  when  they  get  it. 
That  seems  to  be  a  great  objection.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  raised  that  objection.  He  says 
it  is  customary,  when  money  is  borrowed  by 
the  colony,  that  the  purport  for  which  the 
money  is  borrowed  should  be  stated.  That 
is  so,  under  ordinary  circumstances.  Now,  I 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  if,  when  money 
is  placed  in  the  Post-OfEloe  Savings-Bank,  the 
depositors  turn  to  the  Government  and  ask, 
"What  are  you  going  to  do  with  it?"  Of 
course  they  do  not  ask  such  a  question.  And 
yet  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  investments 
and  the  Consols  are  exactly  alike.  This  Bill 
provides  that  the  money  shall  be  invested  in 
the  same  way  as  provided  by  the  Public  Reve- 
nues Act  of  1891 ;  and  the  Public  Bevenues 
Act  of  1891,  in  clause  77,  deals  with  the  way 
in  which  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank  shall 
be  treated.  The  Government,  I  believe,  will  be 
quite  justified  in  using  some  of  the  money  that 
they  get  under  this  measure  for  advances  to  the 
local  bodies.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  their 
doing  that,  and  it  would  be  a  very  good  way  of 
using  the  money.  They  would  have  security 
for  the  money  advanced  to  local  bodies,  and 
I  believe  it  would  be  wise  if  the  Government 
would  spend  money  in  that  way.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  feared  that  if  the  Government  got 
this  money  so  easily  they  would  spend  it  easily 
— that  money  easily  got  is  very  frequently  easily 
spent.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  question  aiTect- 
ing  this  Bill  at  all.  That  is  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion— the  opinion  entertained  by  the  honourable 
member  concerning  the  Government,  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  Government  is  a  bad  or  a 
good  one. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  all  Governments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— All  Govern- 
ments  ?  If  you  think  that,  then  the  honourable 
member  would  equally  oppose  the  lending  of 
money  to  any  Government,  and  as  money  must 
be  lent  to  Governments,  as  Governments  must 
get  money  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  country, 
then  I  do  not  see  why  this  Government  should 
be  singled  out  as  likely  to  be  more  extravagant 
than  any  Government  which  has  preceded  it 
or  is  likely  to  succeed  it.  No  doubt  honour- 
able members  will  admit  that  money  must  be 
had  for  the  government  of  the  country,—  for 
administration  and  other  services.  Do  honour- 
able gentlemen  think  that  from  the  surplus 
revenue,  we  will  say,  the  Government  of  this 
colony  are  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  de- 
mands of  the  colonists  in  the  direction,  say, 
of  settlement — in  reading  and  bridging,  and  in 
other  directions,  all  adding  to  the  capital  of  the 
country  7 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — That  is  another  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— That  is 
quite  true ;  there  is  another  Bill  dealing  with 
land  improvements :  but  I  am  speaking  of  the 
main  question  of  borrowing,  to  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stewart  and  others  have  referred  this  after- 
noon. In  their  eyes  this  is  borrowing.  I  ad- 
mit that  this  Bill  means  borrowing,  or  having 
money  lent  upon  special  terms,  and  for  use  in 
special  directions:  these  directions  I  have  al- 
ready referred  to.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why, 
Hon.  Mr.  McCullotigh 


in  a  general  sense,  borrowing  should  not  take 
place.  The  colony  cannot  carry  on  public 
works  without  borrowing,  and  I  think  all  the 
objections  that  have  been  raised  against  the 
Bill  because  of  borrowing  do  not  carry  weight. 
In  my  opinion,  the  money  is  safeguarded.  The 
Government  cannot  dead  with  it  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner  ;  they  cannot  spend  it  foolishly  ; 
they  can  only  use  it  in  certain  directions,  and 
those  directions  are  laid  down  in  the  Public 
Bevenues  Act  of  1891 ;  and,  if  there  is  surplus 
money  in  the  colony,  I  think  the  Government 
are  justified  in  bringing  in  a  measure  which 
will  offer  facilities  to  persons  having  the  money 
to  invest  to  do  so  on  what  may  be  considered 
good  security ;  therefore  I  propose  supporting 
this  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  understand 
this  is  a  Bill  to  encourage  thrift,  and  we  are 
informed  that  the  Government  are  under  the 
impre!iRion  that  there  are  vast  stores  of  money 
somewhere  or  other  in  the  colony — in  stockings 
or  other  receptacles,  possibly  in  dons  and  caves 
of  the  earth.  Sir,  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  these  large  funds.  I  believe  that 
their  existence  is  a  fiction— that  is  to  say, 
their  existence  in  the  hands  of  these  persons 
who  are  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  Bill. 
That  there  are  large  funds  in  banks  which  are 
held  there  temporarily  waiting  a  chance  of  more 
profitable  investment  than  can  be  got  at  the 
present  time  is  highly  probable;  but  to  sup- 
pose that  there  is  any  large  sum  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  settlers  of  this  country'  is,  I 
am  perfectly  convinced,  an  utter  delusion. 
Sir,  let  me  say  that  I  wish  it  were  the  case 
that  money  was  so  held.  That  is  precisely  the 
sort  of  thing  which,  above-  all  others,  is  the 
best  for  any  nation,  and  the  one  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  does  not  exist,  and  under  probable  con- 
ditions is  a  state  of  things  which  we  on  this 
side  of  the  globe  are  about  as  for  from  as  is 
possible.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  one  of  the 
most  important  points  has  been  missed  in 
this  discussion,  and  that  is :  Supposing  the 
stores  of  money  were  there,  would  they  be 
invested  at  the  rate  of  interest  offered?  Cer- 
tainly they  would  not.  I  cannot  understand 
how  any  one — I  heard  my  honourable  friend 
who  has  just  spoken  deliver  his  speech — how 
any  one  can  possibly  be  possessed  of  the  amount 
of  faith  my  honourable  friend  enjoys.  Sir,  I 
would  give  many  years  to  be  blessed  with  such 
an  amount  of  faith  as  my  honourable  friend. 
He  believes  not  only  in  the  existence  of  the 
money,  but  that  the  people  are  going  to  lend  it 
to  the  Government  at  S}  per  cent.,  subject  to 
deductions  by  way  of  income-tax — a  point 
which  my  honourable  friend  did  not  appear  to 
see,  but  which  I  think  the  lender  of  the  money 
would  very  soon  discover.  We  are  told  also 
it  has  been  suggested  chat  the  trustees  are 
likely  to  make  use  of  this.  Well,  if  the  money 
were  at  short  dates  —  if  the  money  were  in 
bonds,  not  issued  for  more  than  a  year,  or 
some  other  short  period — I  could  quite  under- 
stand some  of  it  would  be  taken  up  by  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  trustees  or  otherwise. 
But  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  people  who 
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represent  foreign  inBiirance  companies  may 
not,  to  some  extent,  avail  themselves  of  the 
Consols,  as  proposed,  because  it  appears  that 
they  are  to  ok  taken  by  the  throat  and 
made  to  stand  and  deliver  to  a  considerable 
extent.  They  must  invest  their  funds  to  a 
large  amoant  in  the  colony,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  they  may  avail  themselves  of  this  as 
a  means  of  getting  a  certain  amount  of  inter- 
est on  the  sums  they  must  deposit;  but  the 
idea  that  it  is  going  to  be  made  use  of  by 
others  and  by  trustees  appears  to  me  to  be 
an  entire  delusion.  Look,  for  instance,  at  the 
position  of  a  trustee  who  would  invest  money 
for  forty  years  in  Kew  Zealand  Government 
Consols  at  3^  or  even  4  per  cent.  I  should 
think  the  beneficiary,  when  be  attained  his 
majority,  would  immediately  set  in  motion 
against  the  trustee  an  institution  known  as 
the  Supreme  Court,  for  having  made  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad  use  of  the  money  during  the 
term  of  his  minority.  I  know  that  is  exactly 
what  I  should  attempt  to  do  were  I  the  bene- 
ficiary. But  the  most  extraordinary  proposi- 
tion in  the  Bill  is  this :  that  it  is  to  be  taken 
in  conjunction  with  another  measure  before 
the  Ijegislature  which  we  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  from  the  other  Chamber  this  after- 
noon— I  mean  the  cheap-money  scheme.  Let 
as  read  the  two  together,  as  to  their  titles,  and 
we  actually  find  that  it  is  proposed  to  borrow 
money  from  the  people  of  this  country  and 
then  to  go  and  lend  it  to  some  other  people  in 
this  country.  Does  it  not  strike  every  one  that 
it  would  be  much  simpler  to  let  them  keep 
their  money  and  lend  it  to  the  others,  instead 
of  taming  the  Oovemment  into  a  collecting 
institutton,  getting  all  the  funds  that  may  bo 
available,  and  then  lending  it  to  people  who 
could  just  as  well  borrow  it  from  the  owners 
themselves  ?  Yet  that  is  exactly  the  proposition 
placed  before  the  country  in  the  form  of  these 
Bills,  and  it  is  mainly  in  consequence  of  the 
atter  absurdity  of  the  proposal  that  I  feel  con- 
strained to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  my 
honourable  friend ;  because,  otherwise,  the  Bill 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  so  singularly  inefficient  a 
character  that  I  believe  it  would  have  no  effect 
whatever,  except  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  insurance  companies  to  make  some  use  of 
it.  Sir,  I  trust  there  will  be  a  time  when  some 
change  may  take  place  in  the  views  which  are 
held  about  this  sort  of  thing,  and  when  ex- 
perience may  possibly  prevail ;  but  this  is  a  new 
finance,  and  when  you  have  such  a  grotesque 
transaction  as  the  one  now  before  us,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  I  am  afraid,  instead  of  the  people  in 
Ijondon,  as  suggested,  taking  alarm  at  our  pro- 
ceedings, they  will  be  filled  with  what  is  known 
as  inextinguishable  laughter.  With  these  few 
remarks,  I  shall,  under  the  circumstances,  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGEBGOB.— Sir,  what  has 
■track  me  in  listening  to  this  discussion  is  that 
if  the  arguments  of  the  Attorney-General,  who 
introduced  the  Bill,  and  the  arguments  adduced 
by  the  other  honourable  members  who  have 
supported  it,  are  the  strongest  arguments  that 
can  be  aged  in  support  of  the  measure,  then 


it  must  be  a  very  peculiar  measure  indeed. 
Now  as  to  the  arguments  that  the  Attorney- 
General  used.  If  we  refer  to  the  preamble  of 
the  Bill  we  learn  that  it  is  an  imitation  of  the 
English  system  of  Consols,  which,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  is  no  argument  in  favour  of  it  at 
all,  because  the  two  systems  are  so  entirely 
different  that  there  is  no  similarity  between 
them ;  not  even  is  there  analogy.  The  preamble 
of  this  Bill  describes  its  object  as  being  the 
investment  of  savings  by  the  creation  of  Kew- 
Zealand-inscrlbed  Consols,  or  rather  this  is  the 
short  title.  The  preamble  describes  the  object 
to  be  the  encouraging  of  thdft  by  affording  to 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  facilities  for  the 
safe  investment  of  their  savings.  That,  Sir,  is 
another  name  for  simply  a  proposal  to  borrow. 
It  is  neither  more  nor  lees  than  borrowing 
under  false  pretences ;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Bill  is  in  no  sense  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  thrift,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  it  will  not  have  that  effect.  From  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used,  a  more  appro- 
priate title,  it  seems  to  me,  would  have  been 
"  An  Act  to  provide  Investments  for  Well-to-do 
People."  One  of  the  strongest  arguments 
used  in  favour  of  the  Bill  was  advanced  by 
Sir  George  Whitmore,  who  stated  that  it  will 
afford  a  more  convenient  investment  for  trus- 
tees and  others.  Now,  that  is  certainly  not 
the  professed  object  of  the  Bill :  in  fact,  it  is 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  object  of  it. 
The  object,  we  were  told,  is  to  encourage  people 
in  thrift,  and  it  ccuinot  be  said  that  to  provide 
a  safe  investment  for  trustees  has  anything 
whatever  to  do  with  the  encouragement  of 
thrift.  If  the  real  object  of  the  Bill  is  what 
it  professes  to  be,  the  answer  to  that  is  simply 
that  the  Post -Office  Savings -Bank  affords  all 
necessary  facilities  for  the  encouragement  of 
thrift,  and  provides  a  safe  investment  for  small 
savings.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  difference 
between  the  provisions  under  the  Post -Office 
Savings -Bank  Act  and  this  Bill,  and  there  is 
probably,  as  explained  by  the  Attorney-General, 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  difference.  In 
reference  to  this  proposal,  moneys  deposited 
in  the  Post -Office  Savings -Bank  are,  as  we 
know,  held  at  call ;  and  there  is  this  difference 
also :  that  on  money  deposited  in  the  Savings- 
Bank  the  interest  may  be  varied,  but  under 
this  scheme  of  Consols  it  cannot  be  varied.  It 
would  seem  a  very  peculiar  way  of  encouraging 
thrift.  Supposing  Consols  were  issued  for,  say, 
twenty,  or  thirty,  or  even  forty  years  at  4  per 
cent.,  the  rate  of  interest  cannot  be  reduced; 
and  that  strikes  me  as  most  peculiar,  and  an 
unlikely  way  of  encouraging  thrift.  Supposing 
a  trustee  wants  to  find  a  safe  investment, 
and  he  is  receiving  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  his 
investment  is  secured  for  forty  years,  while 
thrifty  people  who  are  anxious  to  make  smaU 
savings,  and  who  con  only  make  small  deposits, 
would  not  receive  perhaps  more  than  2}  or  3} 
per  cent.  A  remarkable  feature  in  the  money- 
market  at  the  present  time  is  the  extraordi- 
narily low  rate  of  interest  prevailing,  or  to 
which  interest  is  tending.  We  have  heard 
lately,  on  the  most  authentic  authority,  that 
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the  amount  of  money  in  London  seeking  in- 
vestment is  Eomething  altogether  unprece- 
dented, and  that  the  rate  of  interest  there  at 
the  present  time  is  lower  than  it  has  ever  been. 
It  is  also  almost  certain  that  before  many  years 
have  passed,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
New  Zealand  is  placed,  if  the  Consols  under 
this  Bill  were  issued  for  forty  years,  before  those 
forty  years  were  up  the  rate  of  interest  would 
be  very  much  lower.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
that  the  rate  of  interest  proposed  to  be  offered 
under  this  Bill  would  not  necessarily  be  i  per 
cent.,  but  I  am  quite  certain  that  at  present 
in  New  Zealand  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
not  receive  very  much  money  under  this 
scheme  except  for  special  purposes,  such  as 
that  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Hr.  Stevens.  There 
are  a  few  insurance  companies  that  will  pro- 
bably be  compelled  to  deposit  money,  but  at 
the  present  moment  in  New  Zealand  they 
could  not  deposit  it  at  a  less  rate  than  i  per 
cent.,  and  the  result  would  be  that  we  should 
be  raising  money  at  a  higher  rate  than  it 
oould  be  obtained  at  in  England.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  McCullough  has  told  us  quite  correctly  that 
the  rate  of  interest  under  this  Bill  would  not 
necessarily  be  4  per  cent. ;  but  the  Bill  pro- 
fesses in  its  preamble  to  be  one  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  by  affording 
them  facilities  for  the  investment  of  money.  If 
the  Bill  is  Ao  have  any  effect  at  all,  then  it  is 
quite  certain  that  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  is  the 
very  lowest  rate  of  interest  which  could  be  fixed 
at  present,  and  the  result  would  be  that  we 
should  then  be  borrowing  money  at  a  higher 
rate  than  we  could  get  it  at  if  we  were  borrow- 
ing in  the  open  market.  It  la  admitted  even  by 
those  honourable  members  who  have  supported 
the  Bill  that  it  is  a  borrowing  Bill.  No  one  can 
deny  that,  and  if  we  have  to  borrow  money  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  say  so,  and  to 
obtain  it  at  the  cheapest  price.  Therefore  the 
proper  statesmanlike  course  for  the  Government 
to  have  adopted  would  have  been  simply  to  have 
said,  "  The  colony  requires  to  borrow  a  million 
of  money,  and  the  proper  way  to  raise  it  is  to 
raise  it  in  the  London  market,  where  we  can 
get  it  cheapest."  But  to  raise  the  money  under 
this  Bill  in  the  colony  at  present  would  be 
simply  making  a  present  of  at  least  ^  per  cent, 
to  the  English  creditor.  That  is  what  it  would 
come  to,  because,  no  doubt,  although  the  Bill 
professes  that  it  is  Intended  to  be  limited  to 
New  Zealand,  it  cannot  be  so  limited,  for  it 
contains  at  present  no  provision  by  which  its 
operation  can  be  restricted  to  the  colony,  and 
I  cannot  conceive  any  provision  that  would 
have  the  effect  of  absolutely  restricting  the 
lending  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  That 
being  so,  it  comes  to  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  proposal  simply  to  borrow  money,  and 
to  borrow  it  needlessly  at  the  high  rate  of 
4  per  cent. ;  and,  in  practice,  although  it  is 
intended  for  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  in 
point  of  fact  we  shall  be  giving  away  the 
greater  portion  of  it  to  the  English  investor, 
and  we  shall  pay  i  per  cent,  more  than  we 
should  pay  if  we  bad  given  it  to  him  direct. 
As  to  the  arguments  that  have  been  used  in 
Hon.  Mr.  MaeGregor 


favour  of  the  BiU,  it  has  been  said  that  it  is 
a  right  and  proper  thing  for  the  Government 
to  enter  upon  this  line  of  business;  but,  if 
it  is  the  proper  thing  for  a  Government  to 
borrow  money  from  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, in  order  to  make  a  profit  by  lending  it  out 
to  other  people  in  Now  Zealand,  that  strikes 
me  as  a  very  peculiar  proposition.  There  are 
many  capitalists  borrowing  money  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  lending  it  out  at  a  profit ;  and,  if  the 
present  owners  of  the  money  can  lend  it  to  the 
same  advantage,  it  would  be  in  every  way 
better  that  the  transaction  should  be  carried 
on  between  the  private  lenders  and  borrowers 
than  that  it  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Bill,  however,  does  not  profess 
to  be  one  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  profit  out 
of  the  investing  of  money,  but  it  professes  to  be 
a  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  thrift.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  a  wise  thing  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  enter  upon  a  money-lending  business 
merely  for  the  sake  of  making  a  profit,  in  the 
first  place,  and  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  pos- 
sible that  the  Government  can  invest  money 
and  make  a  profit.  That  would  not  be  a  proper 
thing  for  the  Government  to  do,  and  it  is  not 
the  object  of  the  Bill,  which  is  really  something 
entirely  different.  It  is  simply  to  raise  money; 
and  here  I  must  say  that  there  is  another  very 
bad  point  about  the  Bill  which  distinguishes  it 
from  former  borrowing  Bills — a  point  referred 
to  by  previous  speakers.  There  is  no  indica- 
tion and  no  appropriation  as  to  how  the  money 
is  to  be  applied.  The  Bill  is  admittedly  a 
borrowing  Bill,  and  yet,  if  it  becomes  law,  it 
does  not  say  how  this  money  is  to  be  applied. 
Either  of  these  objections  should  be  sufficient 
to  condemn  it,  and,  to  my  mind,  either  is  suffi- 
cient. As  to  the  argument  used  by  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  in  introducing  the  BiU, 
with  regard  to  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank, 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  the  Bill  was 
necessary  because  of  the  restrictions  as  to  the 
terms  on  which  money  could  be  received  on 
deposit  in  the  Savings-Bank,  and  also  because 
the  moneys  deposited  there  are  held  at  call. 
These  are,  no  doubt,  two  very  important  points. 
But  the  Hon.  Mr.  Boweu  pointed  out  that  it  is 
a  very  risky  thing  for  any  Government  to  hold 
even  such  large  sums  as  £500  at  call,  and 
therefore  the  argument  of  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral as  to  the  Savings-Bank  is  entirely  futile. 
The  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  is  a  perfectly 
legitimate  thing,  and  occupies  a  necessary 
place  in  the  community.  It  is  an  institution 
which  is  intended  to  enable  people  to  invest 
small  savings,  and  which  is  designed  to  en- 
courage thrift ;  but  this  proposal  is  nothing  of 
the  kind,  and  it  has  not  really  the  object  it 
professes  to  have.  Another  great  fault  I  have 
to  find  with  the  Bill  is  that  it  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  professes  to  be.  What  its 
real  object  is  I  am  not  going  to  say.  We  know 
that  on  a  former  occasion  a  former  Colonial 
Treasurer  introduced  a  New  Zealand  Consols 
Bill,  or  a  New-Zealand-inscribed  Stock  BiU. 
I  refer  to  the  Consols  BiU  introduced  by  the 
late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  1883.  Now,  that 
BiU  was  described  as  a  New-Zealond-inscribed 
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Stock  Bill,  and  it  was  what  it  professed  to  be. 
It  Tis  simply  a  borrowing  Bill,  and  the  pur- 
pose for  whioh  that  money  was  borrowed  was 
declared — namely,  the  prosecution  of  publio 
woria.  It  would  be  infinitely  better,  if  this 
money  is  intended  to  be  used  for  the  poiobase 
of  land  for  settlements,  for  the  improvement  of 
linds  for  settlement,  or  for  the  acquisition  of 
N&tive  lands,  tbat  it  should  be  stated ;  and,  if 
it  is  necessary  to  borrow  money  in  addition  to 
the  millions  to  be  borrowed  under  the  pro- 
Tiiions  of  the  Bills  introduced  for  those  pur- 
poses, it  would  have  been  very  much  better  if 
it  had  been  stated.  It  is  not  a  Bill  in  any 
Bense  for  the  encouragement  of  thrift,  but  it  is 
one  simply  for  the  raising  of  money.  It  would 
not  bays  the  eSect  of  encouraging  thrift,  but 
it  would  be  used  as  a  means  for  English 
Epecalators  and  English  investors  to  rob  the 
«olonjr  of  ^  per  cent.  That  is  the  difference 
between  the  rate  at  which  the  money  is  pro- 
posed to  be  borrowed,  and  the  rate  at  which  it 
'Coald  be  legitimately  borrowed.  For  these 
leacons,  I  consider  that  the  Bill  is  not  called 
for,  aod  that  it  would  be  pernicious  in  its 
opeiatioD;  and  therefore  I  intend  to  vote  for 
toe  amendment. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Ibe  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
fiTe  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIVBS. 
Tuesday,  gnd  October,  1894. 


Thiid  Beadicg — InsDracce  CompanioB — North  Island 
Mun  Truuk  Railway  Loan — Mines  Statement — 
Shops  and  Bbop-aBsiBtants  Bill — New  Plymouth 
Harbour  —  Bank  of  New  Zealand  —  Waitekauri 
Telephone — Te  Ante  College— Bank  of  New  Zea- 
laad— New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency 
Compuiy— Local  Bating— Liocal  Bodies'"  Thirds'' 
and  "Fourths" — Old-aKe  Pensions— Bash-bum- 
ing— Cheviot  Schools— Otara  Block— Acetic  Acid 
—  Dnke  and  Duchess  of  York's  Visit  —  "  Arab  " 
ud  "Shah"  Teas— Flax— North  Island  Trunk 
Railway— Old  Soldiers'  Pensions- Wanganui  Pri- 
i*oners--Syrlan  Hawkers — Caversham  Telephone 
—Colonial  Bank— Bank  of  New  Zealand—  E.  8. 
W.  Bntler — Bank  of  New  Zealand  Qlobo  Assets- 
Goaianteed  Banks  Amalgamation  Prohibition— 
Adjooxnment— Native  Land  Court  Bill. 

ilr.  Sfzakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
'dock. 

THIRD  READING. 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill. 

INSDKANCE  COMPANIES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MILLAR,  it  was 
idcied.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
wwmg — (1)  The  number  of  insurance  com- 
Mies  trading  in  the  colony,  and  their  names  ; 
9  the  date  upon  which  they  commenced  busi- 
Ms ;  (3)  the  amount  of  money  invested  by  each 
ampany  in  this  colony  in  (a)  Qovernment 
lennties,  (i)  freehold  and  leasehold  lands,  and 
)  mortgagee. 


NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAILWAY 
LOAN. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELSON,  it 
was  ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  amounts  that  have  been 
taken  from  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way Loan  for  the  following  purposes — namely : 
(1)  Purchase  of  Native  land,  (2)  construction 
of  roads  and  bridges,  (S)  surveys,  (4)  snagging 
and  clearing  the  Wanganui  River,  and  (5)  postal 
subsidies. 

MINES  STATEMENT. 

(For  tables  referred  to  in  tlia  Statement,  lee  Appendix 

O.-a.) 

The  following  Statement  by  the  Minister  of 
Mines  (Mr.  Cadman)  was  laid  on  the  table : — 

Mr.  Speaker,  —  In  preparing  a  Statement 
on  the  mining  industry  of  the  colony  I  find 
myself  limited  to  localities  and  matter  trodden 
over  and  dealt  with  by  other  Ministers  during 
the  past  ten  years,  thus  affording  one  very 
little  latitude  for  original  remarks.  The  in- 
dustry may  be  said  to  be  confined  to  gold  and 
coal,  for,  although  there  are  a  variety  of  other 
metalliferous  and  mineral  ores  in  the  colony, 
very  little  attention  has  as  yot  been  directed 
towards  their  development,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, so  long  as  gold  and  coal  continue  to  be 
worked  remuneratively,  we  need  not  look  for 
rapid  strides  in  other  branches  of  mining.  The 
reason  for  this  is  obvious.  Gold  is  found  in 
the  ore  in  a  metallic  state,  and,  although  it 
occurs  in  many  instances  in  combination  with 
other  metals— making  its  extraction  of  a  some- 
what complex  nature  —  yet  those  persons  at 
present  engaged  in  mining  7>ursuits  in  the 
colony  are  better  acquainted  with  the  methods 
of  extracting  gold  and  silver  from  ores  than 
they  are  with  the  mode  of  dealing  with  any 
other  metals.  Hence  the  difficulty  in  getting 
people  to  devote  either  their  labour  or  capital 
to  the  opening-up  of  othor  mines. 

The  improvements  in  machinery  and  appli- 
ances for  the  reduction  and  treatment  of  auri- 
ferous and  argentiferous  ores  have  done  a  great 
deal  towards  making  lower-grade  ores  pay  for 
working.  The  introduction  of  the  Cassel  pro- 
cess, by  which  the  gold  and  silver  in  the  pul- 
verised ore  is  leached  out,  and  a  far  larger 
percentage  of  the  assay-value  obtained  tha:i 
hitherto  got  by  any  other  method,  was  last 
year  the  means  of  making  some  of  the  mining 
companies  in  the  North  Island  remunerative 
ventures ;  whereas  without  this  process  the 
operations  would  have  been  carried  on  at  a  loss. 
The  Cassel  process  is,  however,  far  from  per- 
fect, as  it  will  give  only  an  average  result  of 
about  85  per  cent,  of  the  assay-value  of  the  gold 
in  the  ore,  and  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  silver. 
The  loss  therefore  of  the  precious  metals  is 
still  very  considerable.  This  loss  varies  in  pro- 
portion to  the  character  of  the  ore :  when  it 
contain!)  argillaceous  material  forming  a  great 
deal  of  slimes  no  method  has  yet  been  adopted 
whereby  the  cyanide  of  gold  and  silver  con  be 
completely  washed  out.  The  slimes  absorb  the 
cyanide,  but  after  being  for  some  time  in  the 
vats  it  seems  to  set  closely  together  and  form 
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impervious  bands,  through  which  the  solution 
cannot  be  filtered.  For  the  reason  stated,  the 
process  has  not  as  yet  proved  a  success  in  treat- 
ing the  tailings  in  the  Iliddle  Island,  but  it  is 
expected  that  the  difficulty  vrill  soon  be  over- 
come. 

As  showing  the  value  of  the  Cassel  process, 
I  would  mention  that  the  Cassel  Company 
purchased  the  tailings  belonging  to  the  Waihi 
Company,  which  had  been  stacked  from  the 
time  that  crushing  operations  were  commenced 
up  to  November  last,  for  £5,000  ;  and,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  up  to  the  23rd  of 
August,  bullion  to  the  value  of  £11,369  has 
been  recovered. 

I  may  also  be  permitted  to  remark  that  the 
improvements  in  hydraulic  and  dredging  ap- 
pliances enable  ground  to  be  worked  remunera- 
tively that  a  few  years  ago  could  not  be 
operated  upon  except  at  a  loss.  There  is  still 
plenty  of  scope  for  the  extension  of  hydraulic 
sluicing  ;  but,  in  order  that  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  men  could  be  employed  in  this  branch 
of  mining,  it  would  require  a  conservation  of 
the  water  in  numerous  available  streams  and 
rivers,  which  can  readily  be  brought  to  com- 
mand localities  where  auriferous  drifts  are 
known  to  exist.  The  whole  of  the  water-rights, 
however — the  streams  which  are  easily  brought 
to  command  the  ground — are  held  by  private 
parties,  who  in  many  instances  do  not  utilise 
one-half  of  the  water  for  which  they  hold 
rights.  Some  of  the  water-races  are  not  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  convey  the  number  of 
sluice-heads  for  which  the  rights  are  granted, 
and  in  most  cases  the  water  is  used  only  from 
eight  to  twelve  hours  a  day,  it  being  allowed  to 
run  to  waste  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.  In 
many  instances  this  waste  could  not  be  pre- 
vented, as  the  topographical  character  of  the 
country  is  not  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
storage  reservoirs  ;  but  there  are  many  places 
where  these  could  be  constructed,  and  the  spore 
water  conserved. 

The  utilisation  of  water  as  a  motive-power  to 
work  mining  and  other  plants  also  deserves 
consideration.  There  are  a  number  of  rapid 
rivers  which  could  not  be  diverted  at  a  reason- 
able cost  to  command  the  auriferous  drifts, 
but  which,  in  many  instances,  especially  on 
the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  and  in 
Otago,  could  be  easily  utilised  to  generate 
electricity,  which  can  now  be  transmitted  for 
long  distances  with  very  little  loss.  In  some 
places  even  large  pumping -plants  might  be 
used  with  success  to  raise  water  for  hydraulic 
sluicing,  where  the  motive-power  would  cost 
nothing  beyond  the  necessary  expenditure  on 
machinery  and  appliances  for  lifting  the  water. 
There  are  largo  areas  of  country,  which  could 
be  made  remunerative  for  working  by  hydraulic 
sluicing  were  water  available,  which  are  not 
suitable  for  either  agricultural  or  pastoral  pur- 
poses, but  nevertheless  could  be  utilised  so  as 
to  afiord  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men 
for  many  years. 

Assistance  to  the  gold-mining  industry  has 
always  been  subject  to  the  whim  of  the  Minis- 
ter or  Ministers  of  the  day,  the  zesolt  being 
Mr.  CadiTian 


that  help  has  been  rendered  spasmodically  ia 
accordance  with  the  political  pressure  generally 
from  goldfield  members.  What  is  required  is 
the  establishment  of  a  definite  fund  whereby 
reasonable  amounts  will  be  periodically  raised, 
and  to  which  may  be  added  any  sum  Parlia- 
ment may  consider  advisable.  In  very  few- 
instances  will  any  company  venture  to  tesb 
deep  levels  without  assistance,  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  such  assistance  will  be  given  on 
some  definite  basis  to  be  agreed  on  before  the 
work  proceeds,  and  that  any  balance  of  an 
unexpended  vote  at  the  end  of  any  financial 
year  will  be  again  revoted. 

illHKBAL  PbODUCTION. 

On  reference  to  Table  No.  1,  annexed,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  quantity  and  value  of  gold 
and  silver  produced  for  the  year  ending  the  8l8t 
December,  1893,  was  289,887oz.,  of  the  value  of 
£922,881 ;  while  700,603  tons  of  other  minerals 
(including  8,317  tons  of  kauri-gum),  of  the  total 
value  of  £899,793,  were  also  produced  for  the 
same  period ;  as  against  260,182oz.  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  the  value  of  £958,740,  and  687,295  tons 
of  other  minerals  (including  kauri-gum),  of  a 
value  of  £907,566  produced  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  details  of  the  quantities  and  values  of 
the  different  minerals  exported  for  the  year  are 
as  follow:  Gold— 226,811oz.,  value  £913,138; 
silver— 63,076oz.,  value  £9,743 ;  antimony-ore 
—  331  tons,  value  £3,467  ;  manganese-ore  — 
819  tons,  v^ue  £943  ;  mixed  minerals — 37  tons, 
value  £650 ;  coal— 69,136  tons,  value  £72,699 ; 
coke— 51  tons,  value  £63 ;  kauri-gum — 8,317 
tons,  value  £510,775 ;  while  the  coal  produced 
and  consumed  in  the  colony  amounted  to 
622,412  tons,  valued  at  £311,206 :  making  a 
total  value  of  all  minerals  of  £1,822,674. 

The  value  of  gold  and  silver  produced  up 
to  the  end  of  1893  wafi  £49,454,886;  and  the 
values  of  other  minerals  and  metalliferous  ores, 
including  kauri-gum,  are  as  follow:  Copper, 
£17,866;  chrome,  £37,367 ;  antimony,  £49,507; 
manganese,  £.56,107 ;  hsBmatite,  £226 ;  mixed 
minerals,  £70,322  ;  kauri-gum,  £6,860,196  ;  coal 
exported,  £659,882;  coke  exported,  £23,643; 
the  value  of  coal  raised  and  consumed  in  the 
colony  being  £3,842,408  :  making  a  total  value 
of  £61,072,410. 

I  may  here  mention  that  the  quantity  of 
foreign  coal  imported  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1893,  was  117,444  tons,  of  the 
value  of  £111,956  :  of  this,  6,026  tons,  of  the 
value  of  £6,460,  was,  however,  again  sent  out  of 
the  colony. 

GOLD-MIinNG. 

The  gold -mining  industry  has  done  more 
than  any  other  towards  the  settlement  of  the 
colony.  When  we  look  back  at  the  small 
number  of  inhabitants  in  New  Zealand  before 
the  discovery  of  gold,  we  must  admit  that  the 
present  population  is  due  to  the  great  infloz 
of  people  in  the  early  days  of  the  goldfields. 
Although  the  number  of  persons  now  employed 
in  gold-mining  is  small  compared  with  what  it 
was  when  the  Dunstan,  Sbotover,  and  West 
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Ooaet  diggings  broke  ont,  there  are  still  about 
sixty  tbouaand  people  supported  by  this  in- 
dustry, \Thich  even  at  the  present  time  forms 
an  important  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony.  Thousands  of  acres  of  land  have  been 
put  into  cultivation  which,  but  for  the  large 
population  the  discovery  of  gold  brought  to  our 
shores, — giving  the  bona  fide  agriculturist  a 
local  market  for  his  produce, — would  in  all 
probability  still  be  in  its  natural  state ;  either 
covered  with  bush  and  fern,  or  devoted  only  to 
the  pasturage  of  a  few  sheep  and  cattle. 

Gold-mining,  like  all  other  industries,  is 
r&pidly  being  brought  to  a  science.  The 
happy-go-lucky  method  of  working  hitherto 
pursued,  by  sinking  here,  there,  and  every- 
where without  a  defined  plan,  is  fast  dying 
away.  Men  are  getting  a  better  knowledge  of 
mineral  and  metalliferous  ores,  and  the  forma- 
tions in  which  to  look  for  them.  The  improve- 
ments in  machinery  and  appliances  admit  of 
ground  being  worked  far  more  cheaply  than 
formerly ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  gold-min- 
ing is  becoming  more  difiScult  as  year  after 
year  passes  by. 

The  auriferous  lodes,  where  rich  patches  of 
gold  were  found  in  the  past,  are  gettmg  worked 
out  on  the  upper  levels;  and  doep-sinkiog  in 
many  places,' with  a  large  influx  of  water  to 
contend  with,  has  to  be  undertaken  in  order  to 
follow  the  lodes  down.  This,  together  with 
requiring  men  of  skill  and  ability  to  carry  on 
the  operations  to  a  successful  issue,  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  cost  of  working. 

In  alluvial  mining  the  greatest  labour-saving 
appliance  that  can  be  used  is  a  large  supply  of 
water  at  a  high  elevation  above  the  ground 
proposed  to  be  worked ;  but  this  requires  a  con- 
siderable outlay  in  the  construction  of  water- 
races,  tail-races,  and  hydraulic  plant.  The 
working  miner  of  to-day  is  very  diflerently 
situated  from  the  miner  of  former  years.  He 
oow  requires  not  only  to  give  a  large  amount  of 
labour,  but  he  must  have  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  at  command,  to  enable  him  to  go  into 
the  undertaking.  The  wages  of  the  miner  are 
much  less  than  formerly,  and  now  many  of 
them,  having  large  families  to  support,  cannot 
afford  to  lay  by  sufficient  money  to  enable 
them  to  undertake  operations  on  a  large  scale. 
To  bring  a  mining  venture  to  a  payable  stage, 
capital  and  labour  require  to  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  every  encouragement  and  facility  should 
be  afforded  the  miner  to  get  our  mineral  wealth 
developed.  The  field  for  gold-mining  opera- 
tions to  be  carried  on  should  be  extended  to 
the  utmost  possible  limit,  as  this  industry  will 
afford  employment  to  the  working-classes,  and 
have  a  much  greater  tendency  towards  solving 
the  question  of  the  "unemployed"  than  any 
other.  Even  on  the  old-established  goldflelds 
men  can  always  earn  a  livelihood,  though  they 
may  not  be  able  to  make  the  ordinary  rates  of 
wages.  It  is  intended  to  give  better  facilities 
by  granting  a  good  tenure  to  land  on  goldflelds, 
■o  uial  the  miners  can  build  comfortable  homes 
and  have  a  sufficient  area  on  which  they  can 
grow  their  own  vegetables  and  keep  a  oow  or 


two,  thus  enabling  them  to  maintain  their 
families  and  reduce  the  cost  of  living  to  a 
minimum. 

The  yield  of  gold  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March  last  (Table  No.  2)  shows  an  increase  over 
the  previous  year  of  12,043oz.,  representing  a 
value  of  £52,758.  The  total  yield  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  Customs  returns  of  the  quan- 
tity entered  for  exportation— not  including  the 
gold  manufactured  into  jewellery,  &c.,  in  the 
colony — was  247,702oz.,  representing  a  value  of 
£970,220 ;  while  the  yield  for  the  former  year 
amounted  to  228,659oz.,  having  a  value  of 
£917,167..  The  increased  yield  last  year  came 
from  the  Auckland  sind  Otago  Districts,  being 
ll,374oz.  and  4,781oz.  respectively ;  while  the 
Marlborough  District  showed  a  decrease  in  the 
yield  over  the  former  year  of  793oz.,  Nelson 
61doz.,  and  the  West  Coast  2,706oz. :  making 
the  total  increase  in  the  North  Island  and 
Otago  16,155oz.,  and  the  total  decrease  in  the 
other  districts  4,112oz.  Of  the  gold  produced, 
last  year,  the  Auckland  District  contributed 
S2,426oz.,  or  21-78  per  cent,  of  the  total  yield ; 
Marlborough  and  Nelson,  4,441oz.,  or  1-84  per 
cent.;  the  West  Coast,  98,930oz.,  or  4110  per 
cent.;  and  Otago,  84,905oz.,  or  3o'28  per  cent. 

Earnings  of  the  Gold-minen. 

The  only  way  this  can  be  arrived  at  is  by 
taking  the  returns  furnished  to  the  depart- 
ment by  the  various  Wardens  of  gold-mining 
districts  of  the  number  of  minors  actually  em- 
ployed in  claims  on  the  goldflelds,  and  the 
quantity  of  gold  entered  for  exportation,  ac- 
cording to  the  Customs  returns.  This  does 
not,  however,  represent  the  whole  of  the  gold, 
as  there  is  a  certain  quantity  manufactured  in 
the  colony  each  year,  and  parcels  are,  no  doubt, 
token  away  by  Chinese  and  others  leaving  the 
colony  which  do  not  go  through  the  Customs. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  number  of  men 
employed  by  the  miners  in  getting  blocks  and 
sawn  timber  for  mining,  who  are  not  included 
in  the  return  of  miners  employed  in  claims. 
These  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  taken  into  account, 
as  against  the  extra  amount  of  gold  obtained 
over  the  quantity  shown  for  exportation  in  the 
Customs  returns. 

The  total  number  of  miners  employed  last 
year  was  11,553,  as  against  12,197  for  the 
previous  year,  showing  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber last  year  of  644.  This  decrease  is  princi- 
pally in  the  Otago  District.  Taking  the  number 
last  year,  and  the  value  of  gold  obtained — 
namely,  £970,220 — the  average  earnings  of  the 
miners  are  equeJ  to  about  £83  193.  7d.  per 
annum,  while  their  average  earnings  for  the 
former  year  amounted  to  £7S  4s.  Sd.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  £8  15s.  2d.  over  the 
average  earnings  for  the  former  year.  Taking 
the  different  districts,  with  the  number  of 
miners  employed  in  each,  and  the  value  of  the 
gold  obtained,  the  average  earnings  in  each 
locality  would  be  as  follow :  Auckland,  £161 
ISs.  7d. ;  Marlborough,  £36  53.  lOd. ;  Nelson, 
£38  8s. ;  West  Coast,  £75  7s.  3d. ;  and  Otago, 
£75  18s.  lid.  a  man  per  annum. 

The  average  earnings  in  some  districts  are~ 
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small,  but  many  of  the  miners  employ  a  portion 
of  their  time  in  other  pursuits. 

QUABTZ-WOBKUIOS. 

The  returns  furnished  by  the  proprietors  of 
crushing-mills,  which  will  be  found  in  detail  in 
pages  83  to  85  of  the  Inspecting  Engineer's 
Report  on  the  Goldficlds,  will  show  honourable 
members  that  this  branch  of  gold-mining  is 
steadily  progressing,  and  the  yield  increasing. 
As  the  quartz-workings  may  be  termed  "  the 
permanent  gold-producing  mines "  of  the 
colony,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  the  yield  of  gold 
increasing  from  this  source.  The  returns  re- 
ferred to  show  that  in  the  Auckland  District 
89,916  tons  of  quartz  were  crushed,  and  18,900 
tons  of  tailings  treated,  which  gave  54,885oz.  of 
gold  and  61,.S89oe.  of  bullion,  representing  an 
estimated  value  of  £219,651.  This  would  be 
equivalent  to  about  85,202oz.  of  gold,  as  the 
average  value  of  the  gold  found  in  the  North 
Island  is  about  £2  lis.  6d.  per  ounce,  whereas 
the  value  of  the  gold  found  in  the  Middle 
Island  is  about  £3  19s.  per  ounce.  In  the 
I^elson  District  4,551  tons  of  quartz  yielded 
914oz.  of  gold,  having  an  estimated  value  of 
£3,610;  on  the  West  Coast  45,090  tons  of 
quartz  yielded  28,S53Jcz.  of  gold,  having  ap- 
proximately a  value  of  £114,214  ;  and  in  Otago 
9,723  tons  of  quartz  yielded  6,573ioz.  of  gold, 
representing  an  estimated  value  of  £22,015 : 
making  a  total  of  168,190  tons  of  quartz  and 
tailings  crushed,  which  yielded  120,253oz.,  of 
an  approximate  value  of  £359,490,  as  against 
£320,282  for  the  previous  year.  This  shows  that 
about  37^  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  gold 
obtained  last  year  came  from  auriferous  lodes. 

In  connection  with  quartz-workings  I  may 
observe  that  the  improvements  in  the  appli- 
ances for  recovering  the  gold  from  the  crushed 
pulp  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
increased  yield  from  the  North  Island  last  year. 
In  some  cases  nearly  as  much  gold  has  been 
recovered  from  the  tailings  as  from  the  crushed 
ore,  after  passing  through  the  ordinary  pro- 
cess of  gold-saving.  This  is  entirely  due  to  the 
introduction  of  the  cyanide  process.  Wherever 
this  process  has  been  adopted  in  the  North 
Island  it  has  proved  a  success.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  only  on  ore  having  a  certain  value 
that  it  can  be  used,  as  the  expense  of  treat- 
ment, together  with  the  royalty  to  the  Cassel 
Company,  would  in  very  few  cases  be  less  than 
12s.  per  ton,  extslusive  of  the  cost  of  fine 
crushing.  The  cost  of  treatment,  however, 
varies  with  the  class  of  the  ore  to  be  dealt 
with.  This  necessarily  requires  men  having  a 
metallurgical  knowledge  to  treat  the  different 
ores  successfully. 

I  shall  now  briefly  refer  to  the  different 
localities  where  quartz-mining  is  carried  on. 

Coromandel, 
The  yield  of  gold  from  Coromandel,  including 
Kuaotunu,  last  year  was  10,019oz.  This  was 
obtained  from  10,242  tons  of  quartz  and  2,388 
tons  of  tailings;  while  for  the  former  year 
12,403  tons  of  quartz  and  2,760  tons  of  tailings 
gave  a  yield  of  12,954oz. :  showing  a  decrease  m 
the  yield  of  gold  of  2,935oz.  for  the  last  year. 
Mr.  Cadman 


The  English  company  referred  to  in  last 
year's  Statement  has  not  met  with  much  suc- 
cess, but  recently  it  has  got  gold-bearing  stone 
in  the  deep  levels  of  the  Kapanga  Mine ;  and 
rich  stone  has  also  been  discovered  in  the 
ground  forming  portion  of  the  Coromandel 
Company's  property.  This  will,  no  donbt, 
give  an  impetus  to  further  prospecting  in  the 
locality. 

At  Kuaotunu  about  the  same  number  of 
claims  have  been  worked  as  during  the  former 
year,  but  some  of  them  have  been  giving  very 
poor  returns.  The  introduction  of  the  cyanide 
process,  however,  added  considerably  to  the 
yield  of  gold  from  that  field  last  year.  Both 
the  Try  Fluke  and  Great  Mercury  Companies 
have  erected  Cassel  plants  in  connection  with 
their  crushing-batteries,  and  last  year  3,420oz. 
of  gold  was  obtained  by  this  process.  The  total 
yield  of  gold  from  the  Kuaotunu  field  last  year 
was  8,044oz.  This  came  from  9,660  tons  of 
quartz  and  2,240  tons  of  tailings,  but  the  tail- 
ings may  be  said  to  form  a  portion  of  the  quartz 
crushed. 

Thames. 

Notwithstanding  the  ory  of  depression  in  this 
district  there  were  l,068oz.  more  gold  obtained 
' — according  to  the  quantity  entered  for  expor- 
tation for  the  year  ending  the  31st  March  last 
—last  year  than  for  the  previous  year:  vide 
Table  No.  2.  The  mines  are,  however,  getting 
deeper  as  every  year  passes  by,  and  a  feeling  is 
entertained  that,  unless  something  is  done  to 
test  the  deep  levels,  in  a  few  years  many  of  the 
properties  will  be  valueless,  as  the  holders  have 
not  sufRcient  means  to  undertake  prospecting 
operations  below  the  level  that  can  be  drained 
by  the  Big  Pump ;  and,  although  there  are  a. 
number  of  companies  affected  by  the  drainage 
system,  the  areas  of  their  separate  holdings  ate, 
however,  comparatively  small.  A  combination 
of  the  whole  of  the  companies  interested  in  the 
deep  levels  is  required  before  any  extensive 
prospecting  operations  in  this  direction  can  be 
proceeded  with.  The  holdings  below  the  500ft. 
level  are  at  present  utterly  useless,  but  never- 
theless the  value  placed  on  the  ground  in  many 
instances  is  such  that  it  will  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  find  outside  capital  to  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  companies.  Before  any  practical 
results  will  ensue,  the  present  holders  of  mining 
property  in  this  locality  will  have  to  modify 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  value  of  their 
claims,  or  else  offer  sufficient  inducements  for 
capitalists  to  assist  them ;  otherwise  mining  in 
the  district  is  bound  to  dwindle  down,  and  in 
time  many  of  the  properties  will  be  forced  into 
liquidation.  Every  year  the  payable  stone  in 
the  upper  levels  is  gradually  getting  less,  and 
the  time  will  come  when,  unless  money  is  forth- 
coming to  test  the  lodes  at  deeper  levels,  the 
mines  will  have  to  be  abandoned.  It  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  find  persons  philanthropic 
enough,  even  with  Oovemmeut  assistance,  to 
embetrk  their  capital  for  the  benefit  of  others 
unless  they  receive  a  corresponding  advantage. 

During  the  last  year  there  were  34,637  tons 
of  quartz  and  14,970  tons  of  muUock  crushed, 
also  13,220  tons  of  tailings  treated,  on  this  field. 
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yielding  S4,637oe.  of  gold,  representing  an  esti- 
mated valne  of  £92,650;  while  650  men  were 
employed  in  the  mines. 

The  principal  gold -producing  mines  have 
been :  The  Moanataiari,  4,536oz. ;  Kew  Albor- 
nia,  5,992oz.;  Hazelbank,  2,669oz.;  Waiotahi, 
2,719oz.;  May  Queen,  4,S69oz.;  and  the  Cam- 
bria, l,170oz. 

OhiMemuri. 

This  is  a  district  which  is  likely  to  become  a 
very  large  gold-producing  one,  as  it  contains  a 
large  area  in  which  auriferoas  lodes  have  been 
aiieady  discovered  and  are  known  to  exist.  In 
many  places  no  prospecting  has  been  done,  and 
portions  of  the  field  are  yet  unexplored.  The 
yield  from  the  Waihi  Company's  mine  last  year 
proves  that,  by  nsing  improved  machinery  for 
saving  the  bullion,  the  property  is  a  valuable 
one.  Nevertheless,  the  same  property  from 
which  this  company  is  obtaining  such  large 
retains  was  worked  for  over  eight  years  by  the 
Martha  Company,  the  yield  being  only  sufficient 
to  pay  working-expenses.  The  lode  was  pre- 
viously worked  by  the  Martha  Company,  which 
took  out  only  what  was  considered  the  best 
portion  of  the  stone,  and  from  this  only  about 
4dwt.  of  gold  pet  ton  was  obtained  by  the  pro- 
oen  adopted  oy  that  company.  Last  year 
19,343  tons  of  quartz  were  crushed  from  this 
mine,  yielding  bullion  to  the  extent  of  S4,661oz., 
having  a  value  of  £54,000.  As  the  company 
haa  erected  a  Cassel  plant  to  treat  the  ore  by 
the  cyanide  process,  they  expect  this  year  to 
have  much  larger  returns.  By  this  means  they 
get  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  assay-value  of  the 
gold,  and  not  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the 
silver,  in  the  ore.  Previous  to  this  only  66  per 
cent,  of  the  gold  and  40  per  cent,  of  the  silver 
was  obtained. 

At  Waitekanri  good  returns  have  been  ob- 
tained from  the  Komata  Mine,  and  from 
Lowrie's  New  Find.  Another  discovery  has 
been  made  by  Bimie  and  party,  who  have 
recently  erected  a  crushing-battery,  but  the 
results  of  the  crushing  have  not  been  so  far 
satisfactory.  At  Karangahake  the  Crown  Com- 
pemy  has  been  working  successfully,  and  getting 
good  returns.  No  doubt  there  are  other  lodes 
in  this  locality  which,  by  judicious  working, 
with  proper  appliances  for  saving  the  bullion, 
wrould  give  payable  results.  All  through  the 
Ohinemuri  district  the  gold  is  found  in  com- 
bination with  a  large  percentage  of  silver,  and 
the  S3rstem  of  treatment  requires  to  be  quite 
different  from  that  for  ore  containing  free  gold 
only. 

The  battery  retains  from  Waitekauri  last 
year  were:  Komata  Mine,  14,606oz.  bullion, 
from  1,708  tons  of  stone  and  1,705  tons  of  tail- 
ings ;  Lowrie's  New  Find,  l,682oz.,  from  600 
tons  of  quartz ;  and  the  Crown  Company,  at 
Karangahake,  crushed  4,544  tons  of  ore,  yield- 
ing ll,131os.  of  bullion. 

The  Crown  Company  was  the  fiist  to  intro- 
duce the  cyanide  process  into  the  colony ;  and, 
as  they  have  made  considerable  improvements 
in  the  method  of  treatment,  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  the  bullion  is  now  recovered. 


The  total  yield  from  the  Ohinemuri  district  last 
year  was  68,60Soz.  of  bullion,  representing  a 
value  of  about  £107,000 ;  while  454  men  were 
employed  in  the  mines. 

Waiorongomai. 
There  are  very  few  men  now  working  at 
Waiorongomai.  There  appears  to  be  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  bullion  in  the  ore,  but  so 
far  it  has  not  been  treated  successfully.  A  fair 
percentage  of  the  value  cannot  be  recovered  by 
the  ordinary  battery  process,  and  the  ore  con- 
tains too  large  a  percentage  of  copper  to  treat 
it  economically  with  cyanide  of  potassium. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  lodes  m  the  dis- 
trict known  to  contain  gold,  but  most  of  the 
miners  originally  in  this  locality  have  loft  the 
field,  and  very  little  prospecting  is  done.  The 
total  yield  from  this  field  last  year  was  2,515o8. 
bullion,  representing  a  value  of  about  £2,500, 
while  only  twenty-nine  men  were  employed  in 
connection  with  the  mine. 

LyM. 
This  was  never  a  large  quartz-reefing  district, 
the  principal  gold-producing  claim  being  the 
Alpine.  In  this  claim  the  lode  has  been  stoped 
out  from  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  800ft.,  and 
it  still  gives  payable  returns.  Adjoining  this 
claim  the  Lamach  Company  have  constructed 
an  adit-level  for  a  distance  of  about  3,300ft., 
and  have  succeeded  in  cutting  the  north  block 
of  the  Alpine  lode,  which  is  said  bo  show  gold 
freely.  This  company  has  been  about  twelve 
years  constructing  this  adit-level,  and  it  is 
to  \»  hoped  it  will  yet  be  rewarded  for  its 
labour  and  perseverance.  During  the  past 
year  there  were  9,876  tons  of  quartz  crushed 
m  this  locality,  yielding  9,186oz.  of  gold,  valued 
at  £36,744 ;  while  sevenfy-four  men  were  em- 
ployed in  the  mines. 

Inangahua. 

This  is  by  far  the  largest  quartz-reefing  dis- 
trict in  the  Middle  Island.  It  extends  for  a 
distance  of  forty  miles,  but  the  claims  are 
greatly  scattered,  Beef  ton  being  in  the  centre ; 
but  there  are  only  a  few  claims  working  within 
a  radius  of  three  miles  of  the  town.  The 
workings  are  gradually  extending  from  Devil's 
Creek  to  the  Big  River.  At  the  latter  place 
some  very  good  auriferous  stone  was  obtained 
last  year  in  the  Big  Biver  Company's  claim. 
At  Merryjigs,  the  Cumberland  Company  has 
been  doing  fairly  well ;  but  the  adjacent  com- 
panies—  namely,  the  Oolden  Lead  and  Sir 
Francis  Drake — were  not  successful  in  their 
operations  last  year.  The  Progress  and  Globe 
Companies,  at  Devil's  Creek,  both  have  a  large 
number  of  men  employed,  and  the  former  com- 
pany has  been  successful  in  paying  dividends, 
but  the  other  company  has  only  been  paying 
expenses. 

The  Keep  It  Dark  and  Wealth  of  Nations 
Mines,  at  Crushington,  have  been  worked 
steadily  during  the  year.  The  latter  com- 
pany has  been  fairly  successful,  bat  the  former 
has  had  to  make  calls  to  carrv  on  prospecting 
opeiations.    The  Keep  It  Dark  is  the  deepest 
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mine  below  sesrleyel  in  this  district,  being 
about  150ft.  below  that  datum. 

At  the  Sir  Charles  Bussell  Mine,  at  Pain- 
killer, some  good  stone  has  been  struck,  and  a 
crushing-battery  is  now  being  erected  near  the 
mine.  Prospecting  operations  at  the  deep  levels 
are  being  carried  on  at  Boatman's  by  the  Wel- 
come Company,  but  no  payable  stone  has  yet 
been  struck. 

During  the  past  year  35,214  toits  of  stone 
were  crushed  and  tailings  treated  in  the  Ina- 
ngahua  district,  yielding  19,367^02.  gold,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  about  £77,470.  The  total 
quantity  of  quartz  crushed  in  this  district  since 
it  was  opened  amounts  to  594,461  tons,  which 
yielded  449,4S6oz.  of  gold,  having  a  value  of 
£1,696,997,  out  of  which  dividends  have  been 
paid  to  the  extent  of  £529,429 ;  while  the  whole 
of  the  calls  made  by  the  mining  companies 
amount  to  £305,379.  This  shows  that  there 
has  been  £224,050  returned  to  the  shareholders 
more  than  has  been  paid  in  calls.  The  value 
of  the  dividends  paid  last  year  was  £18,832, 
while  312  men  wore  employed  in  the  mines. 

Otago. 

The  principal  quartz-mining  districts  in  Otago 
are  Skipper's,  Macetown,  Old  Han  Bange,  Nen- 
thorn,  aud  Borewood  ;  but  the  two  principal 
claims  where  operations  were  carried  on  last 
year  were  the  Phoenix  aud  the  Premier,  both 
of  which  are  now  held  by  English  companies. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  both  these  companies 
have  been  floated  on  the  London  market  in 
such  a  manner  that  those  investing  their  capital 
will  receive  a  fair  percentage  for  their  money. 
We  require  capital  in  our  mining  ventures  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  oar  lodes,  and  I 
wish  to  see  all  persons  who  invest  their  money 
jln  undertakings  of  this  nature  receive  adequate 
returns. 

The  Phoenix  Mine  has  recently  been  pur- 
chased by  the  Achilles  CompEuiy,  but  no  ex- 
tensive operations  have  yet  been  commenced. 
The  Premiur  Mine  yielded  a  fair  quantity  of 
£old  last  year,  owing  to  its  operations  having 
been  extended. 

The  Tipperory  Mine,  at  Macetown,  is  now 
the  property  of  an  EnglLsh  company ;  but,  so 
far,  no  payable  returns  have  been  obtained. 
The  Cromwell  Mine,  at  New  Bendigo,  is  also 
the  property  of  an  English  company,  which  has 
expended  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in 
prospecting  the  lode  to  a  greater  depth,  and  in 
sinkmg  a  now  shaft,  but,  so  far,  without  find- 
ing any  stone  of  a  payable  character.  Some 
very  rich  stone  was  obtained  from  this  mine  in 
the  early  days,  and  it  is  expected  that  another 
rich  gold-bearing  ledge  will  be  found  at  a 
deeper  level. 

At  the  Old  Man  Range,  and  also  at  Bare  wood, 
some  of  the  mines  have  been  worked  at  a  con- 
siderable profit,  but  at  neither  of  these  places 
are  extensive  operations  carried  on.  A  few 
parties  are  still  working  some  of  the  Nenthom 
lodes,  and  getting  a  fair  quantity  of  gold. 

The  total  quantity  of  gold  obtained  last  year 
from  quartz-mining  in  Otago  was  5,573^oz., 
representing  a  value  of  about  £22,015. 
Mr.  Cadman 


Very  little  more  is  known  this  year  respect- 
ing the  Wilson  Biver  reefs  than  there  was  last 
year.  The  Golden  Site  Company,  the  owners 
of  the  prospectors'  claim,  have  opened  out  on 
both  sides  of  Wilson's  Biver,  and  a  portion  of 
the  lode  on  the  north  side  is  said  to  be  very 
rich.  A  crushing-battery  has  recently  been 
erected,  and  the  result  of  crushing  the  first 
130  tons  of  lode-stuS  was  204oz.  retorted  gold. 
It  is  stated,  however,  that,  during  the  eight 
days  occupied  in  crushing,  six  days  were  spent 
in  patting  mullock  through  the  battery. 

Concltiding  Bemarks  on  Quartz-mining. 
In  oonclading  my  remarks  on  quartz-mining, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  point  out  that  the  system 
hitherto  adopted  in  working  the  mines  is 
neither  advantageous  to  the  shareholder  nor  to 
the  colony.  Every  mining  company  should 
have  a  fund  to  draw  on  to  carry  on  prospect- 
ing operations  when  the  day  of  adversity 
comes.  Instead  of  paying  away  every  shil- 
ling of  the  profits  in  dividends,  a  certain 
percentage  should  be  placed  to  a  reserve  fund, 
which  should  be  allowed  to  accumulate  until 
required  to  open  up  fresh  workings.  This  is 
exemplified  In  the  case  of  the  Welcome  and 
Keep  It  Dark  Companies,  at  Beefton ;  and 
also  in  some  of  the  companies  at  the  Thames, 
which  have  paid  away  large  sums  in  dividends 
without  retaining  any  reserve  fund  ;  and  appli- 
cations are  now  baing  made  to  the  Government 
to  come  to  the  assistance  of  these  companies 
to  help  in  the  development  of  their  properties. 
Had  a  reserve  fund  been  created,  and  left  to 
accumulate,  many  of  the  shareholders  would 
not  have  been  so  eager  to  dispose  of  their 
shares,  so  as  to  get  clear  of  calls.  The  e&ect 
of  having  a  reserve  fund  would  be  that  the 
shares  would  be  better  held,  and  money  would 
be  available  for  prospecting  and  opening  oat  the 
mines  afresh  without  having  to  make  calls. 

Alluvial  Mining. 

I  now  come  to  alluvial  mining,  which  is  con- 
fined to  the  Middle  Island  and  Stewart  Island, 
but  at  the  latter  place  there  is  scarcely  any  one 
working.  About  62J  per  cent,  of  the  gold  pro- 
duced last  year  came  from  the  auriferous  gravel 
drifts  of  the  West  Coast  and  Otago.  Very  little 
alluvial  mining  is  carried  on,  however,  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term,  the  principal  workings 
being  hydraulic  sluicing  and  dredging.  The 
ground,  as  it  becomes  poorer,  requires  to  be 
worked  on  difiecent  methods  from  that  adopted 
in  former  years,  when  only  a  pick,  shovel,  and 
tin  dish  were  required  to  enable  the  miner  to 
earn  his  livelihood.  Water  must  now  bo  made 
to  do  tho  work,  instead  of  manual  labour.  By 
having  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  plenty  o{ 
dump  for  tailings,  a  grain  and  a  half  of  gold  to 
the  cubic  yard  of  material  can  now  be  made  re- 
munerative, and  when  the  material  can  all  be 
sent  away  without  having  to  handle  any  bonlders 
even  less  than  that  can  be  made  to  pay. 

Seeing,  therefore,  that  water  is  so  necessary 
an  adjunct  to  working  the  auriferous  grav^ 
drifts,  more  attention  should  be  given  to  its 
conservation.  Every  site  for  a  dam  or  reservoii:' 
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should  be  set  aside  tot  this  pozpose.  At  the 
present  time  the  whole  of  the  streams  that  can 
be  diverted  are  utilised  by  the  miners  for  a 
certain  portion  of  the  day ;  but  sufficient  pro- 
vision is  not  made  for  storing  up  the  night- 
water,  and  also  the  flood-water.  If  this  were 
attended  to,  both  the  West  Coast  and  Otagn 
fields  would  afiord  profitable  employment  to  a 
far  larger  mining  population  than  at  present. 

The  number  of  miners  employed  in  alluvial 
mining  is  almost  entirely  limited  to  the  quan- 
tify of  water  available.  Very  little  of  the 
ground  contains  sufficient  gold  to  pay  for  driv- 
ing the  best  portions  of  it  out,  and  water  is  the 
only  factor  that  can  be  used  to  make  such 
groimd  remunerative. 

There  are  also  many  places  where  the  rivers 
could  be  utilised  as  a  motive-power  to  generate 
electricity,  and  where  this  could  be  done  at  a 
reasonable  cost  pumping  appliances  might,  in 
some  instances,  be  used  to  lift  the  water  into 
reservoirs  at  sites  where  it  would  be  scarcely 
possible  to  get  a  stream  of  water  by  gravitation. 
I  shall  now  refer  to  the  principal  fields  where 
alluvial  mining  is  carried  on. 

Mahakipawa. 
The  early  workings  in  the  upper  portion  of 
the  field  are  now  nearly  exhausted,  but  there 
is  still  a  considerable  extent  of  ground  left  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  creek-bed  which  would 
afiord  employment  to  a  limited  number  of  men 
were  it  not  for  the  frequency  of  floods,  which 
in  every  case  fill  the  underground  workings 
with  water.  The  gold  has  been  traced  for  a 
short  distance  into  Mr.  Cullen's  freehold,  and 
very  eood  washdrift  is  being  obtained  in  the 
King  Solomon  Mine.  Several  shafts  have  been 
sunk  lower  down  the  flat,  but  none'  of  them 
hais  got  on  to  the  same  run  of  gold.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  this  gold  will  yet  be 
traced  under  the  township,  and  near  the  terrace 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  flat.  About  125 
men  were  employed  in  this  locality  last  year. 

West  Coast. 

This  embraces  a  large  field,  which  may  be 
said  to  extend  from  Collingwood  to  Jackson's 
Bay,  a  distance  of  about  350  miles.  At  Colling- 
wood extensive  preparations  are  being  made  by 
the  Parapara  Sluicing  Company  to  work  the 
alluvial  flats  in  the  vicinity  of  Appo's  Creek 
and  the  Parapara  Flat,  but  it  will  be  a  con- 
siderable time  yet  before  operations  can  be 
commenced. 

Daring  my  recent  visit  to  the  West  Coast  I 
was  greatly  surprised  to  find  such  extensive 
axeas  containing  auriferous  drifts,  which  can 
be  made  remunerative  by  hydraulic-sluicing 
operations.  The  whole  of  the  West  Coast 
aboonds  with  rivers  and  streams  which  can  be 
utilised  for  mining,  a  great  portion  of  the 
country  in  this  loccility  being  suitable  for  no 
other  purpose.  The  quantity  of  gold  produced 
on  the  West  Coast  last  yeu  was  about 
98,d30oz.,  having  a  value  of  £395,728,  and  there 
were  about  3,860  men  employed  in  working 
alluvial  claims,  of  whom  990  were  Chinese. 


Matakitaki. 
There  is  an  extensive  field  for  sluicing 
operations  in  the  upper  portions  of  the  Ma- 
takitaki  Valley  and  Glenroy  Terraces,  where  a 
large  supply  of  water  can  be  brot^ht  to  com- 
mand the  ground  at  a  comparatively  small  out- 
lay ;  and,  from  the  information  afiorded  me  in 
the  district,  there  is  a  lajge  area  of  ground 
likely  to  pay  for  working,  with  a  good  supply  of 
water.  A  company  has  recently  taken  np  a 
special  claim  in  this  locality,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  bringing  in  water  from  the  Matakitaki 
Biver  to  work  it.  From  the  prospects  shown 
me — said  to  have  been  taken  from  shafts  sunk 
in  this  ground,  giving  an  average  of  3gr.  to  the 
cubic  yard  of  material — it  should  make  a  valu- 
able mining  property. 

Westport,  Addison's,  and  Charleston. 
In  the  Westport  district  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  are  engaged  in  working  the  auri- 
ferous black-sand  leads  at  Addison's,  CroninviUC; 
Charleston,  and  between  Westport  and  Nga- 
kawau.  Many  persons  also  find  profitable  em- 
ployment in  washing  the  auriferous  black  sand 
found  on  the  ocean-beach  along  the  West 
Coast,  from  Karamea  to  Jackson's  Bay.  A 
prospecting  association  has  been  formed  in 
Westport,  with  a  view  of  cutting  a  tunnel  tail- 
race  through  the  Pakihis,  from  the  ocean-beach 
to  Fairdown,  so  as  to  cut  the  black-sand  leads 
which  are  supposed  to  run  through  this  flat. 
At  Addison's  Flat  a  large  number  of  men  are 
employed.  Some  of  them  have  been  working 
there  since  it  was  first  opened,  and  are  said 
to  be  making  fair  wages.  At  Charleston  rich 
patches  of  gold-bearing  sand  have  been  worked, 
and  a  number  of  men  are  still  finding  profit- 
able employment  in  this  locality. 

Grey  Valley. 
In  the  Grey  Valley,  at  Granville,  Orwell 
Creek,  Callaghan's,  Nelson  Creek,  Red  Jack's 
Creek,  No  Town,  Moonlight,  and  Blackball, 
there  are  a  considerable  number  of  miners 
making  a  fair  livelihood.  There  are  large  areas 
of  auriferous  ground  in  these  localities,  which 
will  yet  be  worked  by  hydraulic  sluicing.  Pro- 
vision will  have  to  be  made  for  proclaiming 
several  streams  in  this  valley  watercourses  into 
which  tailings  and  mining  debris  may  be  dis- 
charged. 

Greenstone,  Kumara,  and  Waimea. 
At  Maori  Gully,  Maori  Creek,  Greenstone, 
Westbrook,  Kumara,  and  Waimea  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  miners  employed,  espe- 
cially at  Kumara,  which  is  the  prmcipol  field 
for  sluicing  on  the  West  Coast.  When  one  sees 
the  extensive  hydraulic  -  sluicing  operations 
which  are  carried  on  in  a  part  of  the  country 
valuable  only  for  mining  and  the  timber  it  con- 
tains, every  facility  and  encouragement  should 
be  given  to  men  who  are  ready  and  willing  to 
expend  their  capital  and  labour  in  extending 
the  field  of  operations.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  Kumara  field  has  yielded  gold  to  the 
value  of  about  £1,250,000  from  an  area  of  not 
more  than  600  acres,  and  then  only  on  a  false 


Digitized  by 


Google 


432 


Mines 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Oct.  2 


bottom,  it  fills  one  with  wonder  and  admiration 
at  the  resources  and  wealth  whioh  have  lain 
hidden  for  such  a  period  from  the  eyes  of  man. 
At  Oallaghan's,  between  Eumara  and  Wai- 
mea,  a  party  of  miners  have  constructed  a 
tunnel  tail-race  for  drainage  purposes  of  about 
8,000ft.  in  length,  and  are  now  getting  sufficient 
gold  to  pay  them  fair  wages.  There  is  also  a  con- 
siderable area  of  ground  in  the  Upper  Waimea 
Valley  whioh  has  scarcely  yet  been  prospected, 
and  is  likely  to  afford  employment  for  a  large 
number  of  miners  when  the  branch  of  the  Wai- 
mea Water-race  is  completed. 

Humphrey's  Oully. 
At  Humphrey's  Oully,  near  Arahura,  large 
sluicing  operations  are  being  carried  on,  but 
the  quantity  of  water  yet  brought  on  to  the 
ground  is  not  sufficient  to  work  the  claim — 
which  is  over  200  acres  in  extent — on  such  an 
extended  scale  as  the  holders  of  the  property 
deem  advantageous.  From  what  I  could  learn, 
steps  are  being  taken  to  get  more  capital  to 
extend  the  head-water  race  to  the  Arahura 
Biver,  when  a  never-failing  supply  of  water  will 
be  obtained. 

Kanieri  and  Woodstock. 
Coming  to  Kanieri,  Woodstock,  and  Bimu, 
we  find  a  considerable  mining  population, 
some  working  the  ground  by  sbafts  and 
tunnels,  and  some  by  hydraulic  sluicing,  where 
water  and  fall  for  tailings  can  be  got.  The 
Bimu  field  is,  however,  at  so  high  an  elevation 
that  the  expense  of  getting  a  large  supply  of 
water  would  be  so  great  ^at  few  individuals 
with  sufficient  capital  could  be  found  to 
undertake  the  construction  of  a  water-race 
sufficiently  large  to  work  the  ground  on  the 
hydraulic  principle.  Becently  a  new  dis- 
covery of  gold  has  been  made  between  the 
branches  of  the  Kanieri  Biver,  which  seems 
to  be  a  continuation  of  the  Gentle  Annie 
Diggings.  This  discovery  was  made  by  the 
Himu  Prospecting  Association,  who  have  been 
doing  very  useful  work  in  this  locality.  A 
few  shafts  were  bottomed  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  and  a  little  gold  was  being  found  in 
each  of  them — about  2idwt.  to  the  load ;  but 
further  work  will  have  to  be  done  before  much 
is  known  respecting  it. 

Bou. 

At  Ross  there  is  now  only  a  small  mining 
population  compared  with  what  there  was  in 
the  days  when  mining  operations  were  carried 
on  in  the  deep  ground.  Most  of  the  Ross  Flat 
is  now  held  by  the  Ross  United  Company, 
who  are  working  the  upper  levels  by  the  aid 
of  a  tail-race  on  the  ocean-beach.  The  water 
used  in  sluicing  the  ground  is  discharged  into 
this  tail-race,  and  the  tailings  are  lifted  by  a 
bucket-elevator  for  a  certain  distance,  and 
afterwards  in  trucks  up  an  incline  tramway. 
The  large  quantity  of  stones  and  tailings  whioh 
cover  the  flat  mark  the  extensive  workings 
which  were  carried  on  in  the  early  days  of  the 
field. 

There  are  said  to  be  eight  different  layers  of 
Mr.  Cadman 


gold-bearing  wash-drift,  one  above  the  other, 

in  this  flat.  The  lowest  one,  worked  in  the- 
early  days,  proved  to  be  far  the  richest.  This 
is  about  240ft.  under  the  sea-level,  and  yet  no 
main  bottom  has  been  reached.  The  pumping- 
plant  formerly  used  by  the  company  was  in- 
sufficient to  contend  with  the  water,  and  as  all 
the  available  capital  was  expended  the  lower 
workings  had  to  be  abandoned.  Several  efforts 
have  been  made  to  get  extra  capital  to  place  a 
larger  plant  on  the  ground,  but  so  far  without 
success. 

A  little  to  the  south  of  Ross  is  the  ilont  d'Or 
Sluicing  Claim,  with  a  face  about  200ft.  high. 
A  large  quantity  of  gold  has  been  obtained  from 
this,  and  stead;  dividends  paid  to  the  share- 
holders. From  the  appearance  of  the  country, 
and  the  information  anorded  me  when  visiting 
the  West  Coast  fields,  I  believe  this  is  a  part  of 
the  colony  where  profitable  employment  will 
be  found  for  willing  and  energetic  men  for  a 
long  period. 

Otago. 

The  discovery  of  gold  in  Otago  was  the  means 
of  the  first  rapid  influx  of  population  to  our 
shores ;  and  from  this  district  5,054,592oz.  of 
gold,  representing  a  value  of  £19,975,412,  have 
been  obtained.  This  goldBeld  is  a  portion  of 
the  colony  where  there  is  comparatively  no 
dense  bush,  and  consequently  the  difficulties 
met  with  in  prospecting  are  not  very  great :  at 
the  same  time  some  of  the  land  is  at  such  an 
elevation  that  mining  operations  can  only  be 
carried  on  for  about  six  months  of  the  year.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  visit  this  important 
mining  district  yet,  but  hope  to  do  so  during  the 
recess. 

There  is  a  large  area  of  land  in  Otago  having 
a  very  old  quartz-schist  formation,  and  where 
this  exists  the  overlying  drifts  are  in  most  oases 
auriferous.  The  elevation  in  many  places, 
however,  prevents  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
being  obtained.  This  is  the  case,  for  instance. 
at  Mount  Crifiel,  Mount  Buster,  and  the  Old 
Man  Range,  where  the  supply  of  water  is  de- 
pendent on  the  melting  of  the  snow.  Last 
year  4,182  miners  were  employed  in  the  alluvial 
workings  in  the  Otago  District :  of  these,  1,233- 
were  Chinese. 

JIaereiBhenua. 

There  is  a  considerable  area  of  groond  covered 
with  auriferous  drifts  in  this  locality,  but  the 
expense  in  bringing  in  a  large  water-supply  to 
the  field  is  too  great  for  individual  miners. 
The  number  of  miners  on  the  field  has  varied 
very  little  for  several  years.  Last  year  there 
were  seventy-seven  men  employed  in  mining, 
and  the  gold  obtained  was  2,897oz.,  represent- 
ing a  value  of  £9,849,  which  is  equal  to  about 
£128  lis.  per  man.  This  shows  that  even  with 
a  small  supply  of  water  on  the  field  the  miners 
here  are  doing  better  tban  on  many  of  the  other 
goldfields. 

Mount  Ida. 

The  Mount  Ida  field  inolndes  Taieri,  Ken- 
thorn,  Hindon,  Hamilton,  Hyde,  Kyeboin, 
Mount  Buster,  St.  Bathan's,  and  the  Upper 
Manuherikia  Valley.    In  these  localities  630 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1891.] 


Mines 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


433 


xniaenirere  employed  in  alluvial  mining  last 
year,  o<  whom  180  were  Chinese,  and  the 
qoanlity  of  gold  obtained  was  about  13,880oz., 
representing  a  value  of  £55,S83.  In  some  parts 
of  the  field  the  miners  are  making  only  ameJl 
wages,  but  in  other  parts  rioh  yields  ate  ob- 
tatined. 

In  Naseby,  where  the  largest  population  is 
aitaated,  the  ground  is  very  poor,  and  it  is  only 
by  having  a  good  supply  of  water  that  the 
miners  can  earn  even  small  wages. 

ifount  Buster. 

This  was  known  as  Clark's  Diggings  in  the 
early  days,  where  very  rich  drifts  were  found  in 
the  beds  of  the  small  gullies;  but  as  these 
■hallow  workings  became  exhausted  the  gold 
was  traced  into  a  large  deposit  of  quartz  drift, 
which  has  been  worked  every  season  since  the 
discovery,  yielding  handsome  returns.  It  is, 
however,  only  for  about  six  months  of  the  year 
that  mining  operations  can  be  carried  on,  owing 
to  the  severe  frost  and  the  large  quantity  of 
■now  which  falls  at  this  elevation  —  about 
4,000ft.  above  the  sea-level.  The  discovery  was 
not  only  an  important  one  to  the  lucky  finder, 
bat  it  has  led  to  similar  deposits  being  worked 
in  other  localities  in  OCago,  with  equally  good 
lesttlts.  From  the  explorations  made  by  the 
Mining  Geologist,  there  appear  to  be  many 
places  yet  untouched  which  contain  similar 
formations,  and  which  are  likely  to  prove  re- 
manerative  for  working  by  systematic  methods 
on  the  hydraulic  principle.  Passing  on  from 
Mount  Baster,  at  the  foot  of  the  range  is  the 
Kyebnm  diggings,  where  a  limited  number  of 
persons  are  said  to  be  earning  small  wages.  The 
line  of  quartz  drift  can  be  traced  along  the  foot 
of  the  monntains  through  the  Naseby  field  and 
into  the  Upper  Manuherikia  Valley,  and  simi- 
lar drifts  occur  in  almost  every  goldfield  in 
Otago. 

St.  Bathan's. 

The  whole  of  the  alluvial  workings  at  St. 
Bathan's  are  in  the  same  class  of  quartz  drift 
as  found  at  Mount  Buster,  and  some  of  the 
claims  in  this  locality  are  yielding  handsome 
returns.  One  of  them,  belonging  to  Mr.  John 
£wing,  has  been  giving  a  large  yield  for  a 
number  of  years.  Last  season  he  washed  up 
SOOoz.  of  gold,  and  he  has  only  eight  men  em- 
ployed. The  depth  of  the  quartz  drift  at  St. 
Bathan's  has  never  yet  been  tested,  ilr.  Ewing 
is  now  down  nearly  200ft.,  and  no  bottom  has 
jet  been  reached.  The  gold  occurs  in  bands 
and  layers,  and,  from  the  manner  in  which 
this  deposit  lies,  it  must  be  one  of  the  oldest 
anriferons  drifts  in  Otago,  being  found  in  some 
places  under  SOOft.  of  "  Maori  bottom  "  belong- 
ing to  the  Miocene  formation. 

As  the  workings  are  being  extended  in  this 
locality,  the  quaJrtz-drift  formation  is  likely  to 
be  found  remunerative  wherever  a  good  supply 
of  water  can  be  obtained  to  command  the 
ground  at  a  sufficient  elevation  to  admit  of 
hydraulic  elevators  being  used. 

A  short  distance  from  St.  Bathan's  are  Scan- 
dinavian Hill  and  Muddy  Creek,  where  rich 
finds  of  gold  have  been  obtained  in  the  past, 
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and  payable  results  are  likely  to  continue  for 
the  future. 

Vinegar  Hill  and  Welshman's. 
Again,  at  Vinegar  Hill  rich  auriferous  gravel 
drifts  were  found  near  the  surface,  and  the  gold 
was  traced  from  these  into  deep  ground,  which 
seems  from  its  formation  to  have  been  an 
ancient  fresh-water  lake.  This  is  indicated  by 
the  large  number  of  the  vertebree  of  small  fish 
found  in  the  beds  of  green  silt  sand-mud,  which  - 
is  now  hardened  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
difficult  to  disintegrate  even  with  water  under 
a  high  pressure.  Mr.  £wing,  who  has  been 
working  a  claim  in  this  locality  for  many  years, 
has  recently  got  out  of  the  greensand  forma- 
tion and  come  on  a  deposit  of  quartz  drift 
which,  judging  from  the  prospects  obtained,  is 
likely  to  prove  a  valuable  discovery.  At  Vinegar 
Hill  and  Welshman's  there  are  several  claims 
giving  good  returns. 

Tinker's. 
This  has  been  for  many  years  the  richest 
alluvial  diggings  in  the  colony.  There  is  a 
comparatively  small  population,  but  the  average 
yield  of  gold  for  the  number  of  men  employed 
for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  considerably 
more  than  on  any  other  goldfield  in  New  Zea- 
land. Last  year,  however,  notwithstanding 
that  there  was  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  season,  the  quantity  of 
gold  obtained  was  not  so  great  as  formerly.  The 
estimated  jdeld  last  year  was  about  2,200oz., 
representing  a  value  of  £8,800,  and  about  forty 
men  were  employed  on  the  field. 

Tuapelca. 

This  is  the  oldest  field  in  Otago.  It  was  dis- 
covered in  1861.  The  news  of  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  this  locality  reaching  Australia  was  the 
means  of  inducing  thousands  of  people  to  flock 
to  our  shores  to  try  their  luck  at  mining,  while 
others  came  to  follow  commercial  and  other 
pursuits.  The  only  indications  remaining  to 
mark  the  places  where  the  crowded  population 
was  then  residing,  in  Gabriel's,  VVeatherstone's, 
Munro's,  and  Waitahuna  Gullies,  are  large 
deposits  of  tailings  and  old  workings.  Very 
few  persons  are  now  working  in  these  gullies, 
but  strange  to  say  that  after  the  ground  in 
Gabriel's  Gully  has  been  turned  over  time  after 
time  there  is  still  a  company  getting  very  good 
returns  from  washing  the  old  tailings  on  the 
hydraulic  elevating  principle. 

At  the  head  of  Gabriel's  the  famous  "  Blue 
Spur,"  from  which  a  very  large  quantity  of 
gold  has  been  obtained,  is  now  being  worked  in 
a  face  by  an  English  compskuy,  who  are  blast- 
ing the  brecciated  material,  breaking  it  up 
with  picks  and  hammers,  then  lifting  it  with 
hydraulic  elevators  and  sluicing  it  away.  The 
results  of  this  company's  operations  last  year 
have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  auriferous  brecciated  material  follows 
a  fault-line  across  the  country,  and  is  found 
at  Weathers  tone's  and  Waitahuna.  Probably 
other  portions  of  it  may  pay  for  working  on  a 
similar  principle  to  that  adopted  at  the  Blue 
Spur. 
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Included  in  the  Tuapeka  district  is  a  portion 
of  the  Clutha  Valley,  and  also  the  Waipori 
and  Waitahuna  goldfields.  The  results  of  the 
alluvial  workings  in  this  district  last  year  were 
26,070oz.  gold,  representing  a  valne  of  £105,233 ; 
while  763  men  were  employed  in  the  mines. 

CUttha  Valley. 

There  is  a  large  area  of  auriferous  drift-gravel 
in  this  valley,  and  also  in  the  bed  of  the  Clutha 
•  Biver.  Several  mining  companies  are  carrying 
on  hydraulic  sluicing  and  elevation  operations 
in  this  locality,  amongst  which  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Island  Block  and  Island  Block  Ex- 
tended Companies.  The  results  of  the  workings 
last  year  have  given  very  satisfactory  returns. 
The  former  Island  Block  Company,  which  is 
formed  almost  entirely  of  English  capital,  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Clark  to  work  his  freehold  on  his  receiving  a 
certain  royalty.  This  company  obtained  last 
year  about  2,000oz.  of  gold  as  a  result  of  its 
operations.  There  are  also  three  large  hy- 
draulic sluicing  companies  near  Roxburgh — 
namely,  the  Hercules,  the  Hercules  Extended, 
and  the  Boxburgh  Amalgamated.  The  last- 
named  company  was  fairly  successful  lost  year, 
and  paid  one  dividend  to  the  shareholders. 

Every  tributary  of  the  Clutha,  from  the  Lin- 
dis  to  the  Pomahaka,  haa  in  the  post  carried 
large  quantities  of  gold  into  it,  and  may  be  said 
to  be  still  doing  so.  There  is  scarcely  an  acre 
of  ground  in  the  valley  of  this  river  that  is  not 
auriferous ;  and,  as  the  bed  of  the  Clutha  has 
been  shifted  from  time  to  time,  wherever  any  of 
the  ancient  beds  are  found  large  deposits  of 
gold  are  obtained.  The  anriferous  drifts  in  this 
valley  will  therefore  take  a  long  time  to  work 
oat. 

Old  Man  Range. 

A.  considerable  quantity  of  gold  has  been  ob- 
tained from  Campboll's,  Potter's,  Butchers',  and 
Oonroy's  Qullies,  also  from  the  shallow  gullies 
leading  into  Bald  Hill  Flat.  The  whole  of  the 
face  of  the  Old  Man  Range  above  the  latter 
place  is  highly  auriferous,  and  in  recent  years 
a  rich  quartz  lode  has  been  discovered  and 
worked  by  Messrs.  Grossan  and  Gray.  There 
are  also  two  hydraulic  elevating  plants  now 
working  the  ground  on  Bald  Hill  Fiat  with 
payable  results. 

Crommell. 

There  are  a  number  of  sluicing  claims  on  the 
banks  and  terraces  alongside  the  Clutha  and 
Kawarau  Rivers,  and  also  at  Bannockbum.  In 
the  early  days  there  was  very  rich  ground  at 
the  latter  place,  and  a  large  number  of  miners 
were  employed  for  a  long  time.  The  shallow 
workings  are  now  all  exhausted,  and,  although 
there  is  still  a  rich  layer  of  auriferous  gravel 
near  the  bottom,  there  is  a  great  depth  of 
material  to  sluice  away  containing  little  or  no 
gold,  which  makes  the  general  average  value  of 
the  material  low.  There  are  still  a  good  number 
of  miners  in  the  locality,  bat  the  greater  portion 
of  them  are  making  only  small  wages. 

Cardrona  and  Criffel. 
The  number  of  miners  about  Cardrona  varies 
Mr.  Cadman 


very  little  from  year  to  year.  As  one  portion  of 
the  field  is  worked,  another  is  opened  up.  Lost 
year  some  new  ground  was  opened  in  the  face 
of  the  range,  on  a  line  of  quartz  drift,  which  is 
likely  to  prove  a  valuable  discovery.  The  same 
run  of  ground  extends  along  CriSel  faoe  to  the 
foot  of  Mount  Barker.  The  ground  is,  how- 
ever, at  a  high  elevation,  and  the  supply  of 
water  that  can  be  got  to  command  it  is  con- 
sequently limited.  The  drift  does  not  contaia 
sufficient  gold  to  pay  for  working  by  any  other 
method  than  hydraulic  sluicing.  Several  of 
the  miners  combined  together  and  brought  in 
a  water-race  from  the  Roaring  Meg,  and  con- 
structed dams  on  the  top  of  the  range :  these 
store  the  water  for  about  sixteen  hours.  By 
this  means  several  parties  have  each  a  small 
supply  of  water  for  about  eight  hours  a  day. 

Last  year  there  were  about  l,200oz.  of  gold 
obtained  from  Cardrona  and  700oz.  from  Criffel. 
At  the  latter  place  only  a  few  cl8dms  are  being 
worked.  The  whole  of  the  water  brought  on 
to  the  field  is  in  the  hands  of  one  party,  and 
sluicing  operations  can  only  be  carried  on  for 
about  six  months  of  the  year. 

Arrow  and  Shatover. 
The  rich  auriferous  drifts  obtained  at  the 
heads  of  the  Arrow  and  Shotover  Rivers  have 
afforded  profitable  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  mmers  for  many  years,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent time  there  are  a  number  of  claims  which 
still  continue  to  give  good  returns.  The  beds  of 
these  rivers  have  been  cut  down  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  feet  below  whore  the  water  originally 
flowed,  causing  numerous  slides  and  slips  from 
the  sides  of  the  ranges.  The  atmosphere  and 
the  action  of  the  water  have  disintegrated  the 
material  from  these  slips  and  allowed  the  lighter 
particles  to  be  carried  away  with  the  streams, 
leaving  those  of  greatest  density  in  the  beds. 
No  doubt  the  action  of  the  stones,  and  the 
large  quantities  of  shingle  travelling  down  the 
streams,  ground  the  gold  to  such  an  extent  that 
large  quantities  of  it  have  been  carried  away  in 
suspension  in  the  water  to  the  ocean ;  but,  not- 
withstanding this,  heavy  deposits  of  gold  have 
been  found  both  in  the  wash-  drift  in  the  beds  of 
the  rivers  and  in  the  crevices  of  the  bed-rock, 
which  in  places  formed  gigantic  ripples  for  col- 
lecting the  precious  metal.  The  large  under- 
taking of  Miller  Brothers  at  the  Arrow  Falls 
and  at  Londonderry  Terrace  on  the  Shotover, 
OS  well  as  the  operations  of  Davis  Brothers  on 
Stony  Creek  Terraoe,  are  all  works  where  a  con- 
siderable capital  had  to  be  expended  in  opening 
up  the  ground.  Unless  they  were  men  with 
sufficient  means  at  their  command,  they  could 
never  enter  into  mining  ventures  of  this  de- 
scription. There  are  several  other  claims — 
such  as  Aspinal's  at  Skipper's  Point,  Smith's, 
Monk's,  and  Gemmel's  at  the  Sandhills,  and 
B.  Johnston's  on  Pleasant  Creek  Terrace — 
which  give  excellent  returns,  year  after  year, 
when  there  is  a  good  season  for  water.  Some 
of  these  claims  have  been  worked  for 
thirty  years,  and  it  is  said  that  from  one 
of  them  over  SO.OOOoz.  have  been  obtained. 
When  we  have  such  large  areas  and  great 
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■depths  of  aoriferouB  diifta  aa  there  &re  in 
some  of  the  terraces  on  the  Arrow  and  Shot- 
over  and  other  rivers,  Trith  streams  carrying 
large  volnmes  of  water  that  could  be  lifted 
and  conveyed  along  the  side  of  the  ranges,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  colony  has  valuable 
assets  in  these  drifts.  The  time  will  come 
vthen  more  attention  will  be  given  to  the  con- 
servation of  water,  and  this  will  afioid  greater 
employment  for  the  labouring-classes.  There 
are  plenty  of  men  who  would  rather  work  on  a 
mere  pittance  on  the  goldfields,  and  be  their 
own  masters,  with  the  chance  of  finding  pay- 
able claims,  than  work  for  others.  There  is 
no  class  of  men  in  the  oolony  with  more 
independent  spirit  and  more  intelligence  than 
the  gold-miner. 

Wilson's  Biver. 
The  number  of  men  employed  about  Wilson's 
Kiver  is  considerably  less  than  last  year,  but 
gold  is  being  discovered  in  other  places  in  this 
locality,  which  keeps  a  fair  mining  popalation 
in  the  district.  Last  year  there  was  a  new 
discovery  at  Crayfish  Island,  and  some  rich 
deposits  of  gold  -  bearing  drifts  were  found. 
This  is  a  new  district,  very  little  explored,  and 
one  where  there  is  a  probability  of  good  yields 
being  yet  obtained.  On  the  mainland  very  few 
persons  have  travelled  through  the  country 
between  Wilson's  and  the  Waiau  Bivers,  where 
there  is  likely-looking  country  for  gold  to  be 
found,  bufr  at  present  this  locality  may  be 
termed  terra  incognita,  as  there  is  no  road 
or  track,  and  there  ore  large  and  deep  rivers  to 
cross,  which  greatly  militate  against  the  dis- 
trict being  prospected. 

COAL-MINISG. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  the  progress  of  the  coal-mining  in- 
dustry. A  comparatively  few  years  ago  there 
were  only  three  mines  where  bituminous  coal 
was  raised — namely,  the  Brunner,  the  Coal-pit 
Heath,  and  the  Coalbrookdale ;  but  more  re- 
cently a  mine  has  been  opened  up  at  Blackball, 
and  two  mines  at  Mokihinui— the  Cardifi  and 
Mokihinui  Mines;  while  largo  works  are  also 
now  in  progress  to  open  mines  at  Granity 
Croek,  near  Ngakawau,  in  the  Westport  dis- 
trict, and  at  Coal  Creek,  in  the  Grey  district. 
A  mine  has  been  in  existence  at  Colliugwood 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  limited  extent 
of  the  field,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
coal  to  a  market,  will  always  make  the  output 
from  this  mine  very  small. 

The  total  number  of  coal-mines  on  the  list 
last  year  was  153,  but  a  large  number  of  these 
are  merely  pits,  or  open  cuttings,  where  lignite 
is  worked  in  a  face  to  snpply  local  demands. 
Both  lignite  and  brown  coal  are  suitable  only 
for  locid  consumption,  or  within  such  a  radius 
of  the  place  where  it  is  raised  as  will  admit  of 
its  being  sold  at  a  cheap  rate.  So  far  as  is  yet 
known,  the  whole  of  the  bituminous  coal  in  the 
colony  is  confined  to  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island,  and,  as  this  is  the  only  class  of 
coal  we  have  suitable  for  ocean-going  steamers, 
it  is  from  the  mines  in  this  locality  that  we  ( 


may  in  future  look  for  a  largely-increased  out- 
put. 

So  far  the  coal-mining  industry  has  pro- 
gressed only  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of 
commerce  and  the  number  of  new  industries 
which  have  been  established ;  and  the  output 
from  the  mines  newly  opened  up  and  in  pro- 
gress will  depend  entirely  on  the  trade  that  can 
be  established  with  other  countries.  Foreign 
markets  will  have  to  be  found  before  the  coal- 
mining industry  assumes  large  proportions.  A 
great  deal  also  depends  on  the  further  improve- 
ment of  the  harbours  of  the  West  Coast. 

These  works  will  have  to  be  more  advanced 
before  we  are  able  to  send  away  large  cargoes 
of  coal  to  compete  with  coal  from  other  coun- 
tries in  foreign  markets,  and  even  when  the 
harbour  -  works  are  completed  it  will  take  a 
considerable  time  before  a  large  trade  can  be 
established  with  other  countries.  As  regards 
the  price  per  ton,  we  cannot  compete  with  the 
coal-proprietors  in  China  and  Japan,  It  is 
only  from  the  superiority  of  our  coal  that  we 
can  hope  to  succeed.  Hence  it  is  gratifying 
to  find  that,  at  the  tests  msbde  with  different 
coal,  at  the  Woolwich  Dockyard,  the  evapora- 
tive power  of  the  Westport  coal  was  placed 
higher  even  than  that  of  the  coal  from  the 
Welsh  mines. 

During  the  last  year  the  output  from  all 
the  mines  in  the  colony  was  691,548  tons,  as 
against  673,315  for  the  year  previous,  showing 
an  increased  output  for  the  year  of  18,233  tons. 
The  total  quantity  imported  was :  Prom  Vic- 
toria, 1,383  tons ;  from  New  South  Wales, 
113,122  tons ;  and  from  Queensland,  2,939  tons : 
making  a  total  of  117,444  tons.  This  makes 
the  total  quantity  raised  and  imported  808,992 
tons ;  hut,  of  this,  24,288  tons  were  exported  to 
other  countries,  and  50,838  tons  were  used  in 
coaling  direct  steamers  for  Europe.  However, 
this  may  be  taken  as  consumption  within  the 
colony,  as  it  is  owing  to  the  extension  of  our 
commerce  that  these  steamers  are  required. 
The  total  consumption  of  coal  in  the  oolony 
therefore  last  year  was  784,704  tons,  as  against 
770,599  tons  for  the  previous  year.  This  shows 
the  increased  consumption  for  last  year  to  be 
14,105  tons. 

There  has  not  been  a  great  fluctuation  in  the 
import  of  coal  for  the  last  twelve  years.  During 
that  period  the  import  has  ranged  from  128,068 
tons  to  101,341  tons.  La«t  year  about  8,000 
tons  less  than  the  previous  year  were  imported. 
The  import  of  coal  is  principally  from  New 
South  VVales ;  and,  as  that  colony  is  an  outlet 
for  a  considerable  quantity  of  New  Zealand 
produce,  kauri  timber,  &o.,  coal  is  carried  as 
return  cargo  instead  of  ballast.  Thus,  if  only 
the  cost  of  loading  and  unloading  be  obtained, 
it  pays  better  to  carry  coal  than  to  come  back 
inoallost,  which  has  to  bo  bought  in  the  first 
instance,  besides  which  there  must  be  reckoned 
the  cost  of  loading  and  discharging. 

Notwithstanding  that  bituminous  coal  is  the 
class  we  have  to  look  to  for  an  increased  out- 
put, the  last  year  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
quantity  raised  of  25,927  tons,  while  there 
was  on  increased   output  of  41,526  tons  of 
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Sitob-coal  and  6,694  tons  of  blown  coal.  The 
ecrease  in  the  output  of  bituminous  coal 
last  year  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the 
faults  which  have  been  met  with  in  the  Biunner 
Mine,  and  the  flooding-out  o{  Coal-pit  Heath 
Mine.  The  latter  mine  has  now  been  aban- 
doned, hue  operations  in  the  Bruuner  Mine  are 
now  being  extended  by  opening  up  new  work- 
ings. Operations  have  also  been  suspended  in 
the  Mokihinui  Mine  for  most  of  the  year.  Two 
new  mines  have,  however,  been  opened  up — 
namely,  the  Blackball  and  the  Cardiff — both  of 
which  now  send  coal  into  the  market.  The 
Westport  Company  are  also  constructing  an 
incline  to  open  up  the  Granity  Creek  Mine, 
and  four  sections  of  the  railway  from  Cobden 
to  Coal  Creek  are  in  course  of  construction; 
and,  when  completed,  these  works  will  enable 
coal  to  be  put  into  the  market  from  the  Coal 
Creek  and  Hamilton  and  Smith  leases.  The 
ontput  from  the  Brunner  Mine  was  40,065  tons 
less  than  the  year  previous. 

The  Blackball  Company  have  constructed  an 
aerial  tramway  for  three  miles  to  connect  their 
mine  with  the  railway,  over  which  about  400 
tons  a  day  can  be  sent.  The  same  tubs  used 
for  bringing  the  coal  out  of  the  mine  are  hooked 
on  and  carried  across  on  a  wire  rope  to  the  bins 
which  are  erected  alongside  the  Greymouth- 
Beefton  Railway  at  Ngahere.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  see  this  tramway  working ;  and  when  people 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  working  of 
tramways  of  this  description  they  will  be  more 
extensively  used  in  transporting  the  coal  from 
the  mines  to  where  it  can  be  taken  away.  The 
cost  of  construction  of  tramways  of  this  descrip- 
tion is,  in  the  first  instance,  not  one-half  that 
of  a  railway ;  and  they  can  be  taken  across 
rough  country,  where  grades  for  an  ordinary 
railway  could  not  be  got. 

A  new  coal  lease  has  been  granted  to  a  com- 
pany at  Hikurangi,  and  the  work  of  opening 
up  the  mine  is  being  rapidly  proceeded  with. 
There  are  two  other  coal-mines  in  this  locality, 
and  another  lease  has  been  applied  for.  The 
railway  between  Kamo  and  Hikurangi  has  re- 
cently been  completed,  so  that  coal  from  this 
field  can  now  be  brought  to  a  port  of  shipment. 
At  Kawakawa  the  Bay  of  Islands  Coal  Com- 
pany have  abandoned  the  mine,  but  a  lease  of 
the  area  lately  held  by  the  Bay  of  Islands  Com- 
pany, of  640  acres,  will  shortly  be  issued  to  a 
new  company.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
Kamo  Company,  at  Whangarei,  had  to  abandon 
their  mine  m  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 
This  company  carried  on  operations  for  several 
years  at  a  loss,  and  finally  had  to  succumb  to 
circumstances.  The  land  is  freehold,  and  there 
is  little  hope  of  the  mine  being  opened  again. 
Last  year  the  output  from  the  Kamo  Mine  was 
considerably  larger  than  it  had  been  for  some 
years  previously. 

At  Kgunguru  a  small  mine  has  been  opened, 
having  the  best  class  of  coal  in  the  North 
Island,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  inferior 
to  the  bituminous  coal  on  the  West  Coast. 
However,  the  output  will  never  be  large,  as 
vessels  of  more  than  8It.  draught  cannot  come 
into  the  port. 

Mr.  Cadman 


Earnings  of  the  Coal-miners. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  get  at  the  exact  earn- 
ings of  the  coal-miners.  In  previous  years  it 
has  been  arrived  at  on  the  basis  that  it  cost  the 
mine-proprietors  6s.  per  ton  to  put  the  coal  in 
the  trucks  or  wagons  ready  to  send  it  away  to 
market  or  a  port  of  shipment.  If  the  same 
basis  be  taken  this  year,  the  earnings  of  the 
miners  would  be  £202,464  Ss.  The  average 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  coal-mines 
last  year  being  1,888,  this  would  give  an  average 
wagei  of  £107  4s.  8d.  a  mtux  per  annum.  The 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  coal-mines  for 
the  previous  year  being  1,698,  the  average  wage 
was  equal  to  £119  7s.  id.  a  man  per  annum. 
The  average  output  per  man  last  year  was  366- 
tons,  as  against  400  tons  for  the  year  previous. 
The  lower  output  last  year  is  accounted  for  by 
the  large  amount  of  dead-work  in  opening  up 
the  Cardiff,  Granity  Creek,  the  new  mine  at 
Brunner,  and  the  Hikurangi  mines. 

METALLIFEEOnS    MiNIKG. 

Very  little  has  yet  been  done  in  metalliferous 
mining,  other  than  gold  and  silver,  in  the 
colony,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  dif- 
ficulties there  are  to  contend  with,  not  only 
in  getting  machinery  and  appliances  on  the 
ground,  but  also  in  getting  men  with  sufficient 
capital  to  open  out  and  work  the  mines.  The 
attention  of  those  persons  who  put  their  money 
into  mining  is  generally  directed  to  gold  only. 

No  doubt  several  companies  have  been 
formed  to  work  metallilorous  ores  in  the 
colony,  but  their  failures  in  many  instances 
have  been  due  to  want  of  sufficient  capital 
to  prosecute  the  work.  When  once  the  limited 
capital  first  available  was  expended,  the  small 
number  of  men  who  would  invest  their  money 
in  undertakings  of  this  character  rendered  it 
almost  impossible  for  any  company  that  in  the 
first  instance  proved  unsuccessful  to  get  fresh 
capital  to  assist  them  in  continuing  their 
operations.  The  extremely  rough  and  broken 
nature  of  the  country  where  ores  are  found 
makes  the  difficulty  of  access  very  consider- 
able, which  greatly  increases  the  cost  of  work- 
ing metalliferous  mines.  The  only  ores  of  this 
character  that  are  at  present  worked  are  anti- 
mony and  manganese. 

Maiiganese. 

There  are  large  quantities  of  manganese  in 
the  colony,  but  its  low  value  will  not  admit  of 
costly  transit  to  a  port  of  shipment ;  and  it  is 
only  when  the  ore  can  be  got  near  the  ocean- 
beach,  where  vessels  can  come  to  load,  that  it 
can  be  made  remunerative  for  working. 

Hitherto  mining  for  this  ore  has  been  con- 
fined principally  to  the  Auckland  District — at 
Whangarei,  Bay  of  Islands,  and  Waiheke  Island. 
There  is  some  very  rich  ore  in  the  Otago  Dis- 
trict, near  the  mouth  of  the  Taieri  Biver,  but 
it  has  not  been  found  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
work  remuneratively.  During  the  last  year 
819  tons  were  exported,  representing  a  value  of 
£948. 

Antimony. 

The  principal  workings  of  antimony-ore  are 
at  Endeavour  Inlet,  Queen  Charlotte  Sound,. 
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the  present  company  being  the  third  one  to 
eznbarlc  in  the  undertaking.  The  two  former 
companies  failed  to  make  the  venture  payable, 
and,  after  spending  a  large  capital  in  opening 
op  the  mine,  and  in  placing  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances on  the  ground,  the  mine  was  disposed 
-of  to  the  present  company.  Considerable  sums 
of  money  have  been  expended  in  the  erection 
of  furnaces  to  produce  crude  antimony,  and 
failure  after  failure  ensued,  until  recently, 
when  Mr.  Seager,  ironfoundcr,  of  Wellington, 
invented  a  process  whereby,  it  is  hoped,  crude 
-sjitimony  will  be  produced  at  a  comparatively 
small  cost.  It  is  stated  that  by  this  process 
one  cord  of  firewood  is  sufficient  to  produce  one 
ton  of  crude  antimony.  The  process  has  now 
1>een  working  for  three  months  continuously, 
and,  so  far,  has  given  every  satisfaction.  The 
■limes  of  the  antimony-ore,  which  were  until 
recently  considered  a  waste  product,  are  now 
converted  into  a  marketable  commodity.  If 
the  process  is  successful,  it  has  overcome  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
daction  of  antimony  from  its  ore  that  has  been 
experienced  in  all  the  countries  of  the  world 
where  this  metal  is  obtained.  It  is  stated  that 
the  cost  of  production  is  so  small  that,  even  at 
the  present  low  price  of  star  antimony,  it  can 
be  delivered  in  the  Home-markets  at  such  a 
nte  as  to  leave  a  fair  margin  of  profit.  This 
process,  when  it  becomes  generally  known, 
may  have  the  effect  of  reopening  other  anti- 
mony mines,  at  Waipori  and  elsewhere.  Iia.it 
^ear  there  wore  831  tons  of  antimony  and  anti- 
mony-ores exported,  having  a  value  of  £3,467. 

Cintutbar. 
ProppecUng  operations  were  carried  on  last 
year  with  a  view  of  finding  a  lode  of  cinnabar 
at  Puhipnhi,  bat,  so  far,  no  lode  has  yet  been 
'discovered.  The  cinnabar  is  found  amongst 
the  gravel  wash-drift  in  the  bed  of  a  small  creek 
in  small  rounded  pellets.  About  7SIb.  of 
oinnabar  has  been  collected  by  washing  the 
drift,  and  in  all  probability  this  mineral  will 
yet  be  traced  into  the  solid  country,  where  it 
will  be  found  in  situ.  A  sample  of  this  ore 
was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Laboratory  for  ana- 
lysis. This  proved  to  contain  about  84  per 
cent,  of  quicksilver.  A  syndicate  has  also  been 
nospecting  a  lode  containing  cinnabar  at 
Ohaeawski,  but  the  ore  is  of  a  very  poor  quality. 
QnicksUver  is  found  in  the  black  mud  at 
the  hot  pools  at  Ohaeawai,  which  has  been 
liberatod  from  a  lode  containing  cinnabar, 
alongside  these  pools :  the  heat  of  the  ground, 
together  with  the  alkali  it  contains,  being 
snjHicient  to  distil  the  quicksilver  from  the  ore. 

ScheelUe. 
In  some  parts  of  the  Middle  Island  there  are 
.qnantities  oE  scheelite,  which,  at  the  present 
price  offered, — namely,  lOs.  per  unit,  delivered 
on  shipboard  at  either  London  or  Liverpool, — 
fraght  to  pay  for  its  production.  Scheelite  is 
found  at  Bncklerbum,  Waipori,  Hendon,  and 
other  places  in  Otago,  and  at  Wakamarina  in 
llarlborough.  Inquiries  have  been  made  by 
Hessn.  Blackwood  and  Company,  of  Liverpool 


and  London,  regarding  this  mineral,  and  they 
offer  to  take  about  200  tons  per  annum  at  the 
price  stated. 

Kauri-gum. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  kauri-gum-digging  became  an  in- 
dustry capable  of  supporting  a  large  population, 
the  amount  raised  every  year  shown  that  there 
is  still  a  considerable  quantity  to  be  obtained. 
Last  year  8,317  tons  were  exported,  having 
a  market  value  of  £510,775,  whereas  in  the 
former  year  there  were  exported  8,705  tons, 
valued  at  £517,678.  In  addition  to  this  there 
is  a  certain  quantity  used  in  the  colony  for 
making  varnish,  and  also  in  gasworks.  The 
price  of  gum  as  shown  by  the  Customs  returns 
gives,  however,  but  a  poor  idea  of  what  the 
gum-digger  actually  obtains  from  the  store- 
keeper. The  price  varies  in  accordance  with 
the  quality  of  the  gum.  The  local  price  for 
low  quality  of  gum,  washed  nuts,  is  from  £10 
to  £15  per  ton.  For  unpacked  ordinary  well- 
scraped  gum,  of  which  there  etre  two  qualities 
— namely,  ordinary  dark  gum,  £25  to"£80  pet 
ton ;  and  for  good,  hard  black  gum,  from  £35  to 
£45  per  ton.  The  best  gum  (rescraped)  brings 
£80  per  ton,  and  in  some  cases  it  ia  said  that 
special  samples  have  realised  as  much  as  £140 
per  ton.  What  is  known  as  tree-gum — that  is, 
gum  lodged  in  the  forks  of  trees,  and  exuda- 
tions— is  worth  about  £20  per  ton  in  its  native 
state,  but  when  rescraped  it  brings  from  £45  to 
£50  per  ton.  Before  shipping  to  the  Home- 
market  all  the  gum  is  re-sorted  and  classified ; 
and,  although  the  prices  paid  for  some  samples 
are  very  small,  when  the  gum  comes  to  be 
classified,  the  average  value  of  the  product  for 
last  year  was  £61  8s.  8d.  per  ton,  which  in* 
eludes  the  price  of  boxes,  freight,  and  com- 
mission. 

It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  number  of  men 
engaged  in  this  industry  so  as  to  estimate  their 
average  earnings,  but  from  what  can  be  learned 
in  the  gum-digging  districts  the  earnings  do 
not  exceed  those  of  the  gold-miners.  The  gum- 
digger  has,  however,  one  great  advantage  over 
the  gold-miner  in  that  he  requires  no  ex- 
pensive outfit  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his 
operations,  a  spade,  spear,  haversack,  and 
jack-knife  being  all  that  he  requires. 

This  industry  affords  a  means  of  livelihood  to 
a  large  number,  both  of  the  European  and  Na- 
tive population.  From  what  is  known  respect- 
ing the  earnings  of  the  gum-digger,  there  must 
be  at  least  seven  thousand  people  employed 
in  this  industry,  as  ic  is  maintained  that  their 
average  wage  would  not  amount  to  £1 10s.  per 
week.  Wherever  there  is  land  in  the  North 
suitable  for  settlement  the  settlers  can  always 
earn  a  little  money  by  gam-digging  when  not 
engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil,  thus  affording 
them  a  means  of  getting  ready  money  to  pur- 
chase any  necessaries  they  require  beyond 
what  they  produce.  The  gum  industry,  there- 
fore, forms  a  very  important  element  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  northern  portion  of  the 
colony. 

Roads  and  Tracks. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  roads  and 
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tracks,  which  are  essential  for  opening  op  the 
lands  of  the  colony,  and  nowhere  more  so  than 
in  the  gold-mining  districts.  The  rugged, 
broken,  and  precipitous  nature  of  the  country 
where  quartz-mining  operations  are  carried  on 
renders  roads  and  tracks  necessiry  in  every 
direction,  for  without  them  it  is  impossible  to 
get  machinery  or  supplies  on  to  the  ground. 
Already  large  sums  have  been  expended  in  the 
construction  of  works  of  this  character,  but  the 
extension  of  mining  operations  demands  a 
further  expenditure  on  roads  and  tracks  to  give 
ordinary  facilities  tor  prospecting  the  country, 
and  supplying  the  wants  of  those  engaged  in 
the  development  of  our  mineral  resources ;  also 
to  enable  machinery  to  be  placed  on  the  ground 
where  auriferous  deposits  of  a  payable  charac- 
ter have  been  found.  In  many  instances  these 
roads  tend  not  only  to  open  up  new  mines,  but 
they  also  give  great  facilities  for  people  taking 
np  small  plots  of  land  to  make  homes  for  them- 
selves and  to  dispose  of  their  produce  amongst 
the  mining  community.  Although  the  land 
may  not  be  of  very  good  quality,  any  small 
flate  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  miners, 
who,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  avocations, 
•ce  quite  prepared  to  take  them  up  and  do  a 
little  cultivation  in  their  spare  time,  and  thus 
become  permanent  settlers. 

The  cost  of  roads  and  tracks  authorised  last 
year  was  £28,9S8,  and  the  actual  expenditure 
£18,275.  Of  this  amount,  £15,506  was  ex- 
pended by  direct  grants,  £2,719  by  subsidies 
to  local  bodies.  The  liabilities  on  works  of  this 
character  on  the  Slst  March  last  were  £18,590. 
During  the  last  twelve  years  that  the  Minister 
of  Mines  has  had  control  of  this  vote  the  ex- 
penditure has  amounted  to  £215,516.  Of  this 
•mount,  £140,502  was  in  direct  grants,  and 
£75,014  by  subsidies,  the  local  bodies  during 
the  same  period  having  contributed  £49,620. 

From  the  nature  of  the  country  in  which 
mining  is  generally  carried  on,  the  cost  of  con- 
structing roads  and  tracks  to  enable  machinery 
to  be  brought  on  to  the  ground,  and  give  facility 
for  the  mines  being  opened  up,  is  far  beyond 
the  amount  that  coi^d  be  raised  by  local  bodies 
in  mining  districts  by  the  present  system  of 
rating,  which  has  now  reached  the  highest  limit 
allowed  by  law.  Since  the  Grown  and  Native 
Lands  Bating  Act  has  been  dispensed  with, 
even  the  present  high  rates  are  inadequate  to 
maintain  the  present  roads  and  tracks.  It  has, 
therefore,  become  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
Mines  Department  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  local  bodies. 

The  following  are  the  rates  levied  in  the  pound 
in  the  different  goldfields  counties :  Coromandel, 
IJd.;  Thames,  lid.;  Ohinomuri,lJd.;  Piako,  Jd.; 
Marlborough,  no  rate  levied  by  the  county,  but 
there  are  six  Road  Boards  in  this  county  which 
levied  different  rates  ;  Collingwood,  f  d. ;  Road 
Boards  in  Collingwood  County,  Jd. ;  BuUer,  IJd. 
general  rate  and  ^d.  special  rate  ;  Inangahua, 
IJd.;  Grey,  lid.;  Westland,  IJd.;  Tuapeka, 
f  d. ;  Vincent,  }d. ;  Lake,  Id. ;  Slaniototo,  f  d. ; 
Southland,  jd.  general  rate  and  j^d.  special  rate. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the 
goldfields  counties  in  the  North  Island  and  on 
Mr.  Cadman 


the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  are  rated 
up  to  the  fullest  extent  the  law  permits. 

Wateb-iiaces. 

The  most  essential  adjunct  to  mining,  es- 
pecially in  systematically  working  auriferous 
drifts,  is  a  good  supply  of  water ;  and  it  behoves 
UB  in  granting  water-rights  to  take  care  that 
the  whole  of  the  water  comprised  in  thesA- 
rights  is  properly  utilised,  inasmuch  as  the 
number  of  men  who  can  be  profitably  employed 
on  our  goldfields  depends  in  a  great  measure  on 
the  quantity  of  water  that  can  be  brought  to 
command  the  ground.  When  one  comes  to  see 
the  extensive  areas  of  auriferous  drifts  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  also  on  the  goldfields  of  Otago, 
the  impression  is  that  were  there  a  larger 
supply  of  water  there  would  be  a  considerably 
increased  population  earning  a  competent  liva- 
lihood. 

The  returns  furnished  by  the  Wardens  show 
the  value  of  the  water-races  on  the  goldfields, 
exclusive  of  those  constructed  by  the  Oovem- 
ment,  to  be  £821,020,  while  the  value  of  tul- 
races,  dams,  and  reservoirs  amounts  to  £379,634. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  value  of.  water-races 
constructed  by  the  Government  in  the  Middl* 
Island  is  £346,687.  Two  of  these — namely,  th* 
Waimea-Kumara  and  the  Mount  Ida  Water- 
races — are  controlled  by  the  department.  The 
total  expenditure  on  these  two  water-races  hai 
been  £241,290;  and  the  net  profit,  including  the 
duty  on  the  gold  obtained  from  claims  worked 
with  water  from  water-races  controlled  by  th* 
department  before  the  gold  duty  was  abolished, 
has  been  £79,357  98.  6d.  The  Waimea-Kumara 
Water-race  cost  £171,655 ;  and  the  total  value 
of  the  sales  of  water,  since  its  constraction 
about  sixteen  years  ago,  has  been  £132,820, 
while  the  total  expenditure  during  this  period 
has  been  £80,545.  This  leaves  a  net  profit,  ex- 
clusive of  the  duty  on  gold  before  its  abolition, 
of  £52,275.  The  net  profit  last  year  was  £3,574. 
The  demand  for  water  from  the  Waimea  por- 
tion of  the  race  is  gradually  getting  less,  but  s 
new  branch  is  being  constructed,  and  when  this 
is  completed  it  will  enable  the  miners  to  woric 
an  extensive  area  of  land  on  which  auriferous 
drifts  are  known  to  exist,  but  which  could  not 
be  profitably  worked  without  a  large  supply  of 
water.  The  expenditure  on  this  branch  up  to 
the  Slst  March  last  was  £1,908,  and  another 
£2,400  will  have  to  be  spent  before  it  can  be 
brought  to  a  profitable  issue. 

The  Kumara  portion  of  the  water-race  has  in 
the  past  given  a  large  percentage  on  the  cost  of 
construction,  but  it  will  require  extension  to 
open  up  fresh  ground  so  that  the  whole  supply 
of  water  can  be  fully  utilised.  Although  the 
net  profits  on  the  working  have  been  large,  the 
other  expenditure  in  connection  with  subsidis- 
ing the  construction  of  tail-races  to  allow  th« 
ground  to  be  worked  has  absorbed  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  profits,  and  this  expenditure 
will  have  to  be  continued  in  the  future  as  the 
working  of  the  claims  is  extended.  One  tail- 
race  is  now  in  course  of  construction,  which 
has  been  subsidised  to  the  extent  of  £1,S00, 
and  another  will  have  to  be  made  to  allow  the 
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ground  to  be  worked  lower  down  the  flat,  which 
'will  require  to  be  subsidised  to  a  similar  amount. 
The  sales  of  water  last  year  amounted  to  £5,582, 
while  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  was 
£1,917,  leaving  a  not  profit  on  the  working  of 
£3,665. 

The  Mount  Ida  Water-race,  which  was  for- 
merly managed  by  a  Trust,  showed  up  to  the 
beginning  of  last  year  a  net  loss  on  the  working 
of  £3,595.  The  Trust  was  abolished  at  the  end 
of  189S ;  and  since  then  sales  of  water  have 
amounted  to  £1,422,  while  the  expenditure  on 
maintenance  has  been  £1,013,  showing  a  net 
profit  on  the  working  of  £409.  When  the 
Government  took  over  the  race  it  was  in  very 
had  repair,  and  an  expenditure  of  £2,837  had  to 
be  incurred  before  sufldcient  revenue  to  main- 
tain it  could  be  expected.  This  water-race  is  a 
valuable  asset  to  the  colony,  for  if  the  water 
conld  not  be  sold  for  mining  purposes  it  could 
be  nsed  for  irrigating  the  Maniototo  Plains,  and 
thus  convert  a  large  area  into  good  ogricnlturol 
land. 

The  water-race  which  was  purchased  from 
the  Official  Assignee  in  the  estate  of  B.  John- 
ston at  the  same  time  as  the  Government 
took  over  the  Mount  Ida  Race  cost  £1,000.  The 
net  profit  on  working  these  two  water-races  last 
year  was  £104.  A  small  expenditure  will  have 
to  be  made  on  these  races  next  spring  for  clear- 
ing them  out,  so  that  a  larger  supply  of  water 
can  be  sent  down  to  miners  working  in  the 
^oinity  of  Blackstone  Hill. 

The  Nelson  Creek  Water-race  was  previously 
leased,  but  the  lease  expired  in  August  last, 
and  fresh  tenders  were  called  for  leasing  it  for 
another  term.  However,  after  the  lease  had 
been  accepted,  one  of  the  principal  bridges 
came  down,  and  as  all  the  bridges  are  greatly 
decayed  the  lease  was  given  up.  It  would  cost 
about  £25,000  to  renew  the  bridges,  and  the 
Government  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  ex- 
pend any  money  in  this  direction.  They  will, 
however,  be  quite  prepared  to  entertain  pro- 
posals from  responsible  persons  either  to  renew 
the  bridges  and  flumes  or  to  reconstruct  a 
portion  of  the  race  so  as  to  do  away  with  them, 
and  to  supply  water  to  the  miners  in  the  dis- 
trict at  a  rate  to  bo  agreed  npon. 

Pbospectikg. 
There  are  large  areas  both  in  the  North 
and  Middle  Islands  where  scarcely  any  pro- 
specting has  yet  been  done.  In  order  to  get 
■yetematic  prospecting  operations  established 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Government  to  grant 
assistance  not  only  towards  opening  up  new 
fields,  but  also  to  test  the  ground  at  greater 
depths  than  have  hitherto  been  worked.  The 
latter  remark  applies,  of  course,  to  quartz  lodes 
only.  It  is  well  known  in  the  colony,  and  also 
in  other  gold-bearing  countries,  that  auriferous 
quartz  found  in  lodes  is  in  shoots  and  ledges. 
These  generally  occur  in  certain  belts  of  country 
having  barren  places  between  them.  At  the 
same  time,  when  rich  auriferous  quartz  has  been 
'worked  profitably  on  the  upper  levels,  and  the 
same  formation  continues  to  go  down,  gold-beor- 
iog  stone  is  likely  to  be  again  found  at  a  lower 


level.  None  of  the  lodes  in  the  colony  has  yet 
been  worked  to  any  great  depth.  The  deepest 
shaft — that  of  the  Queen  of  Beauty  at  the 
Thames — is  only  about  748ft.,  and  gold-bearing 
stone  was  got  in  the  lowest  level  from  this 
shaft.  The  Kapanga  Mine,  at  Coromandel, 
has  been  worked  for  the  last  sixteen  years  by 
an  English  company,  which  has  been  re-formed. 
This  company  has  expended  a  large  capital  in 
opening  up  and  developing  the  mine  without 
being  rewarded  for  the  outlay.  In  order  to 
test  the  deep  levels  in  the  mine  the  main  shaft 
has  been  continued,  and  it  is  now  down  to  a 
depth  of  720ft.,  a  small  lode  containing  auri- 
ferous stone  having  been  cut.  The  workings  in 
the  Keep  It  Dark  Mine  have  also  been  carried 
down  to  a  depth  of  over  700ft.,  and  gold  has 
been  found  in  the  lode,  although  not  of  a  pay- 
able character  for  working.  A  payable  lode 
has,  however,  recently  been  cut  in  the  Lamach 
Tunnel,  at  the  Lyell,  which  has  been  carried 
into  a  r&nge  at  a  low  level  for  a  distance  of 
about  3,200ft.  This  indicates  that  there  is  a 
fair  probability  of  gold  being  struck  at  much 
lower  levels  than  have  yet  been  reached.  In 
support  of  testing  auriferous  lodes  at  deep 
levels,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  the  experience  gained  on  the  gold- 
fields  of  Victoria,  where,  in  some  instances, 
when  the  lodes  gave  out  at  a  depth  of  750ft., 
new  lodes  were  discovered  at  a  depth  of  1,500ft., 
having  a  blank  between  those  depths  at  which 
no  lode  was  found.  This  occurred  in  Mr. 
Zjandsell's  No.  180  Mine  at  Bendigo,  and  where 
payable  returns  were  got  at  a  depth  of  nearly 
2,d00ft.  If  it  is  found  that  the  lodes  in  this 
colony  can  be  proved  to  be  payable  for  working 
to  great  depths  it  will  give  a  new  lease  of  life 
to  quartz-mines.  The  large  number  of  men 
employed  in  this  class  of  mining,  and  those 
depending  on  them,  deserve  every  encourage- 
ment, and  some  assistance  should  be  granted 
to  test  the  deep  levels.  If  the  test  proves  sno- 
cessful  a  new  era  will  be  opened  up  in  the 
history  of  mining  in  the  colony,  and  profitable 
employment  will  be  afforded  for  a  much  larger 
population. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  all  information 
regarding  the  likelihood  of  finding  gold-bearing 
quartz  at  greater  depths  than  have  hitherto 
been  worked,  an  arrangement  was  made  with 
the  Government  of  Victoria  to  send  a  mining 
geologist  to  visit  this  colony  to  make  an  ex- 
amination of  our  auriferous  lodes  in  the  dif- 
ferent mining  districts.  A  report  by  Mr.  K.  A. 
F.  Murray,  P.G.S.,  of  the  Mines  Department  of 
Victoria,  on  this  subject  has  been  laid  on  the 
table. 

Encouragement  should  also  be  given  to 
mining  associations  and  local  bodies  to  enable 
them  to  prospect  the  back-country.  It  is  not 
to  be  assumed  that  every  party  will  meet  with 
success,  but  a  great  deal  of  useful  work  boa 
been  done  in  the  post  in  this  direction  by  pro- 
specting aisociations.  In  particular,  I  may 
mention  the  Rirau  Prospecting  Association  on 
the  West  Coast,  which  has  carried  on  opera- 
tions in  a  systematic  and  economical  manner 
for  several  years,  and  has  recently  opened  up  a 
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new  field  between  the  branches  of  the  Kanieri 
River.  The  extent  of  this  is  not  yet  known, 
but  sufficient  gold  has  been  got  to  warrant 
mining  operations  being  carried  on. 

It  may  also  be  noted  that  it  was  with  Go- 
vernment assistance  that  the  lode  now  being 
worked  by  the  Waihi  Gold-mining  Company, 
at  Waihi,  from  which  excellent  returns  are 
being  obtained,  was  first  discovered.  There  is 
yet  plenty  of  country  comparatively  unex- 
plored, or  where,  at  least,  no  prospecting  has 
been  done,  which  is  likely  to  contain  a  vast 
amount  of  mineral  wealth,  and  the  large  num- 
ber of  people  employed  in  mining  are  entitled 
to  some  recognition  of  the  bencfics  the  colony 
has  derived  from  their  labours  in  the  past,  by 
granting  them  some  assistnnce  towards  de- 
velopijg  the  industry  in  the  future. 

The  total  amount  expended  in  subsidies  for 
prospecting  during  the  past  twelve  years  has 
been  £15,713,  the  amount  expended  last  year 
being  £1,592. 

Geological  Explobatiok. 

During  the  past  year,  Mr.  A.  McKay,  the 
Mining  Geologist,  was  engaged  in  exploring  and 
tracing  the  auriferous  quartz  drifts  in  Otago, 
and  the  result  of  his  explorations  is  likely  to  be 
the  opening-up  of  new  ground  in  this  locality. 
Wherever  these  old  quartz  drifts  occur  they  are 
found  to  be  gold-bearing,  and  to  contain  layers 
or  bands  which  are  extremely  rich.  This  has 
been  the  case  at  Mount  Buster,  St.  Bathan's, 
Tinker's,  and  elsewhere. 

It  is  intended  to  get  the  whole  of  the  gold- 
fields  of  the  colony  carefully  examined,  and  a 
geological  map  prepared  showing  the  different 
formations,  their  sequence  and  major  faults  or 
displacements,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
an  examination  of  the  country,  so  that  in  time 
we  may  have  a  reliable  map  which  will  be  a 
great  guide  to  those  who  carry  on  prospecting 
operations  in  search  of  gold  or  other  minerals. 
A  map  of  the  Otogo  goldfield  east  of  Lake 
Wakatipu,  explored  lost  year,  has  been  pub- 
lished with  departmental  reports. 

I  would  also  call  tho  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  a  geological  report  and  map  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  James  Park,  who  has  been  em- 
ployed as  Instructor  and  Lecturer  at  the 
Thames  School  of  Mines  for  the  last  five  years. 
The  information  was  obtained  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  duties,  and  while  exploring  the  field 
with  his  students.  The  lodes  with  their  dis- 
placements and  breaks  are  shown  on  the  map, 
and  can  be  seen  by  any  one  at  a  glance. 

MlNIJJO  Machihesy. 
In  order  to  give  all  the  latest  information 
with  regard  to  mining  machinery  and  appli- 
ances for  the  reduction  and  treatment  of 
metalliferous  ores,  I  have  directed  that  full 
publicity  be  given  in  the  departmental  reports 
to  any  system  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
department  which  would  be  likely  to  prove  of 
interest  to  persons  connected  with  mining.  It 
is  only  by  new  appliances  and  improvements  m 
mining  machinery  that  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at 
a  more  perfect  and  economical  method  for  the 
Mr.  Cadman 


recovery  of  metals  so  as  to  make  our  numeroiu 
low-grade  ores  pay  for  working.  In  the  Inspect- 
ing Engineer's  Report  on  Goldfields,  ptiges  125 
to  150,  will  be  found  several  descriptions  and 
plans  of  mining  machinery  and  processes  for 
the  treatment  of  auriferous  ores. 

Schools  of  Mines. 

The  progress  made  by  the  students  attending 
the  Schools  of  Mines  has  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant  a  scholarship  for  a  term  of  three 
years  at  the  Otago  University  to  one  student 
from  each  of  the  schools  at  the  Thames,  Reef- 
ton,  and  Dunedin,  on  their  getting  the  number 
of  marks  prescribed  by  the  regulations.  The 
subjects  for  examination  are :  Mining,  Pump- 
ing and  Winding,  Ventilation  of  Mines,  the 
Composition  and  Use  of  Explosives,  Mining- 
and  Land-surveying,  Geology,  and  Drawing. 
To  be  able  to  pass  in  some  of  these  subjects 
Btudonts  will  require  to  have  a  good  knowledge 
of  mathematics,  and  therefore  this  subject  was 
not  made  compulsory.  These  scholarships  are 
offered  as  an  incentive  to  young  men  to  con- 
tinue their  studies  at  these  schools. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  most  ot  the 
students  who  have  attended  the  Thames 
School,  and  passed  through  a  three -yean 
course,  have  readily  obtained  employment — 
some  as  assayers  to  mining  companies,  others 
being  employed  by  the  Cassel  Company  in 
carrying  on  leaching  operations  with  cyanide 
of  potassium.  A  number  of  middle-aged  men 
have  also  attended  the  evening  classes,  which 
enabled  them  to  pass  their  examinations  and 
obtain  certificates  as  mine-managers. 

The  average  number  of  students  attending 
the  Thames  School  during  the  last  year  was 
ninety-one:  of  this  number,  forty  were  r^^- 
lar  students,  and  fifty-one  attended  Saturday 
lectures  only.  Thirteen  parcels  of  ore  were 
treated  with  the  experimental  plant,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  21,6101b.  All  appli- 
ances necessary  to  treat  pulverised  ore  by  the 
cyanide  process  have  been  added  to  the  experi- 
mental plant,  BO  that  any  one  can  now  have 
small  parcels  of  ore  tested  by  the  most  modem 
methods  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

The  progress  made  at  the  Reefton  School 
during  the  past  year  has  not  been  so  good  as 
formerly  :  this  is  due  to  the  conductor  having 
to  give  more  of  his  time  to  outlying  schools  on 
the  West  Coast.  It  is  found  that  unless  con- 
tinuous teaching  is  adhered  to  a  good  attend- 
ance cannot  be  secured,  neither  can  satisfactory 
progress  be  made. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  tho  School 
of  Mines  at  Dunedin  last  year.  The  course  of 
lectures  at  this  school  occupies  a  term  of  six 
months  in  tho  year,  during  the  vacation  many 
of  the  students  going  to  work  in  the  mines  ;  so 
that,  as  far  as  technical  teaching  is  concerned, 
the  students  at  the  Thames  School  pursue 
their  studies  for  a  longer  space  of  time  in  a 
three-years  course  than  the  Dunedin  students 
do  in  four  years. 

The  total  expenditure  on  Schools  of  Mines 
since  their  inauguration,  exclusive  of  the 
amounts  contributed  towards  the    School  ot 
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Mines  connected  with  the  Obago  University, 
has  been  £12.896 :  of  tliis  amount,  £1,6(M  lias 
been  expended  on  buildings,  £943  on  chemicals 
and  school  requisites,  and  £10,349  on  salaries 
of  instructor!).  Last  year  the  expenditure 
amoonted  to  £1,05G.  The  total  contribution 
given  towards  the  School  of  Mines  at  the 
Otago  University,  including  £500  paid  last 
year,  amounts  to  £4,250. 

SUMIUBT   OP  ExPESDIinRE  ON  WOEKS. 

The  total  value  of  works  authorised  since 
Totes  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Minister  of  Mines  has  been  £489,825.  Of  this 
amount,  £823,561  was  paid  by  Government, 
and  £94,246  by  local  bodies,  prospecting  asso- 
ciations, and  mining  companies.  These  works 
consist  of  subsidised  roads  and  tracks,  £130,220 ; 
loads  constructed  by  direct  grants,  £153,580 ; 
water- races,  £56,847;  drainage  -  channels, 
£31,401 ;  prospecting-works,  £53,153 ;  wharves, 
£436;  diamond  and  other  drills,  assistance 
given  towards  the  treatment  of  ores,  and 
artesian-well  boring,  £6,590 ;  Schools  of  Mines, 
inclusive  of  the  amount  paid  towards  the 
school  in  connection  with  Otago  University, 
£17,145 :  making  a  total  of  £439,325.  Of  this 
amount,  the  Government  has  paid  £823,561, 
and  the  liabilities  on  the  works  in  progress  on 
the  3Ist  March  last  amounted  to  £21,518.  A 
detaUed  statement  of  the  cost  and  expenditure 
on  these  works  will  be  found  in  the  tables 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Inspecting  En- 
gineer, pages  288  to  246. 

MiNINO   LEOISI.ATI0N. 

I  have  deemed  it  desirable  to  have  a  con- 
solidation of  the  Mining  Companies  Act,  and  a 
Bill  has  been  prepared  accordingly.  The  only 
alteration  proposed  is  in  regard  to  the  transfer 
of  shares,  it  being  intended  to  make  more 
stringent  provisions  to  enforce  registration.  It 
is  also  proposed  to  enforce  the  winding-up  of 
mining  companies  which  cease  to  hold  three 
consecutive  meetings  of  shareholders,  and  to 
make  the  Official  Assignee  liquidator  of  such 
companies.  This  is  found  necessary,  as  there 
are  companies  iu  existence  which  do  not  hold 
any  mining  property,  but  are,  nevertheless, 
required  to  make  yearly  returns,  and  some  of 
these  companies  have  held  no  meetings  for 
years,  the  directors  taking  no  interest  in  the 
matter.  The  date  of  publishing  returns,  from 
the  month  of  January  to  the  month  of  March, 
will  also  be  altered,  so  as  to  give  time  to  get 
the  necessary  information  from  companies 
whose  head  offices  are  not  in  the  colony. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  ask  Parliament  to  vote 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  this  session  in 
order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  which 
necessarily  arise  in  the  mining  districts — 

(1.)  For  aid  to  further  develop  the  lower 
levels  in  quartz-reefing  districts ; 

(2.)  For  the  construction  of  water-races  and 
storage  reservoirs ; 

(3.)  For  compensation  arising  from  the  pro- 
clamation of  rivers,  streams,  and 
creeks   as   watercourses    into    which 


tailings  and  other  ddbrU  can  be  de- 
posited ; 
(4.)  For  the  payment  of  compensation  for 
the  resumption  of   land   held  under 
occupation    licenses    and    residence 
sites. 
As  a  very  large  amount  will  be  required  for 
some  years   to  come,   it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Parliament  will  see  its  way  to  give  tbe  neces- 
sary assistance  by  annual  appropriations,  in 
order  to  allay  the  feeling  which  seems  to  be 
gaining  ground  in   our  mining  centres  that 
the  encouragement  Parliament  always  seems 
willing  to  afford  the  farming,  dairying,  and 
other   industries    of   the    colony  is  gradually 
being  withheld  from  the  mining  industry. 

Provision  will  also  be  mt^e  for  battery 
superintendents  to  have  full  control  of  and 
be  responsible  for  all  the  machinery  and 
appliances  for  the  reduction  and  treatment  of 
ore  where  cyanide  of  potassium  and  other 
chemicals  are  used.  Further  provision  will 
also  be  made  for  carrying  on  dredging  opera- 
tions on  foreshores. 

Claims  fob  Bkwakds. 
As  a  large  number  of  petitions  are  presented 
to  the  House  every  year  claiming  rewards  for 
the  early  discoveries  of  many  of  the  goldfields, 
I  think  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  House  to 
express  some  general  opinion  on  this  question. 
Kewards  for  the  discoveries  of  future  goldfields 
are  provided  for  in  the  existing  regulations. 

Conclusion. 
In  concluding  my  remarks,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  mining  industry  has  formed  a 
large  factor  in  the  advancement  of  the  colony. 
From  1861  to  1866  emigration  poured  in  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  a  large  number  of 
people  found  profitable  employment  on  our 
goldfields.  Many  of  these  made  considerable 
sums  of  money  iu  following  up  a  digger's  life, 
which  they  invested  in  the  purchase  and  culti- 
vation of  land.  Many  people  from  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  were  also  attracted  hero  by  the 
discovery  of  gold,  bringing  considerable  sums 
of  money  with  them,  and  making  homes  for 
themselves  in  the  colony,  which  possesses  an 
invigorating  climate,  a  great  extent  of  rich 
arable  and  pastoral  land,  large  areas  containing 
auriferous  drifts,  metalliferous  and  miuertj 
lodes,  and  a  quality  of  gold  which  cannot  be 
surpassed,  together  with  an  almost  unlimited 
water-supply,  which  can  be  utilised  as  a 
motive-power  to  drive  machinery.  New  Zea- 
land is  pre-eminently  a  country  suitable  for 
mining,  for  the  establishment  of  industries,- 
and  for  the  investment  of  capital.  The  mining 
industry  opens  up  a  field  for  the  employment 
of  the  working-classes  whereby  they  can  earn 
an  independent  livelihood  ;  but,  in  order  to 
give  greater  facilities  for  the  extension  of  this 
industry,  a  further  expenditure  is  required  in 
opening  up  the  coimtry  by  roads  and  tracks, 
and  in  granting  assistance  towards  the  develop- 
ment of  our  mineral  wealth.  By  so  doing  we 
shall  open  up  new  fields,  where  our  surplus 
labour  can  be  profitably  utilised ;  and,  if  iaea 
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cannot  make  large  wages,  they  will  at  least 
earn  a  fair  livelihood.  The  proposed  legisla- 
tion to  give  a  good  tenure  to  small  plots  of  land 
on  tho  goldfields  will  give  the  miners  an  incen- 
tive to  remain  on  the  land,  and  to  employ 
their  spare  labour  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil. 

I  trust  my  lengthened  remarks  on  mining 
have  not  wearied  honourable  members.  The 
importance  of  the  question  demands  consi- 
derable attention ;  and,  as  we  have  a  large 
ezteut  of  hilly  country  which  is  only  suitable 
for  pastoral  and  mining  pursuits,  it  is  our  duty 
to  utilise  this  to  the  best  advantage,  and  fur- 
nish a  means  of  enabling  tho  working-classes 
to  find  profitable  employment. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

Mr.  BEEVES  brought  up  the  following 
reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill, 
and  moved.  That  the  reasons  be  agreed  to,  and 
transmitted  to  the  Council : — 

"  Tho  amendment  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  clause  2,  by  which  all  shops  in 
which  hired  labour  is  not  employed  are  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  Act,  is  not 
desirable,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

"  Under  the  existing  law  all  persons  em- 
ployed in  shops,  whether  paid  or  simply  main- 
tained, are  entitled  to  a  weekly  half-holiday. 
But  under  this  Act,  as  amended  by  the  Council, 
unpaid  assistants  will  cease  to  be  entitled  to 
any  holiday.  An  unpaid  shop-assistant,  how- 
ever, is  at  least  as  deserving  of  a  half-holiday 
as  a  paid  assistant,  if  anything  rather  more  so. 

"  It  is  believed  that  the  amendment  will  not 
be  just  to  those  shopkeepers  who  pay  their 
assistants,  seeing  that  to  punish  a  shopkeeper 
by  loss  of  business  because  he  pays  the  labour 
he  employs,  and  to  reward  with  increase  of 
business  the  shopkeeper  who  manages  to  em- 
ploy labour  without  paying  it,  is  not  in  accord 
with  any  principle  of  equity  Again,  the 
amendment  would  appear  to  permit  a  shop- 
keeper, the  father  of  a  family,  to  refuse  to  his 
own  children  the  half-holiday  which  he  would 
have  to  grant  to  a  hired  labourer. 

"  If  the  amendment  before  mentioned  was 
put  in  with  any  intention  of  preventing  inter- 
ference with  shops  worked  by  the  co-operation 
of  families,  then  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  it 
has  far  overshot  the  mark,  for  one  of  the  largest 
classes  of  shopkeepers  exempted  by  it  will  be 
the  Chinese,  amongst  whom  in  NeW  Zealand 
family  life  notoriously  does  not  exist. 

"  Moreover,  it  is  submitted  that  shopkeepers, 
who  now  employ  one  or  more  assistants,  who 
are  boys  or  girls,  at  a  small  weekly  wage,  will 
be  able  to  evade  the  Act  by  merely  giving  these 
persons  board,  or  board  and  lodging,  in  lieu  of 
money  payment.  It  is  surely  not  desirable  to 
put  on  the  statute-book  an  enactment  which 
thus  leaves  open  an  easy  way  to  wholesale 
evasion.  Further,  it  is  submitted  that,  though 
it  may  be  just  to  exempt  certain  trades  wholly 
from  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  it  cannot  be 
just  to  exempt  some  of  the  shopkeepers  in  a 
trade  while  at  the  same  time  leaving  the  rest 
Mr,  Cadman 


of  the  shopkeepers  in  that  very  trade  subject 
to  the  Act. 

"It  is  submitted  that  most  of  the  small 
shopkeepers  are  willing  and  anxious  to  close 
on  a  half-holiday,  provided  all  have  to  close 
together.  For  instance,  it  cannot  be  irrelevant 
to  this  issue  to  draw  attention  to  the  support 
to  general  compulsory  closing  given  in  th« 
House  of  Representatives  by  nearly  all  the 
members  representing  the  ten  or  twelve  largest 
towns  and  their  suburbs.  It  is  in  these  con- 
stituencies that  the  smaller  shopkeepers  are 
most  numerous,  and  where  the  voting-powers 
of  their  families,  themselves,  and  their  friends 
would  be  most  conspicuously  shown.  It  is  un- 
doubted that  they  form  there  a  very  powerful 
class  numerically,  and  one  keenly  aJive  to  its 
own  interests.  Nor  can  there  be  any  suggestion 
that  this  point  has  not  been  clearly  laid  before 
the  smaller  shopkeepers.  It  is  a  matter  of 
public  knowledge  that  they  have  been  emphati- 
cally and  repeatedly  warned  that  general  cloeing 
would  injure  and  ruin  them.  The  question  has 
been  debated  in  Parliament,  on  the  platform,, 
and  in  the  newspapers  for  years.  The  verdiot 
of  the  last  general  election  may  therefore  be 
assumed  to  have  been  given  deliberately,  and 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  aspects  of  th» 


"  It  is  also  desirable  to  draw  the  Coiuicil's 
attention  to  the  repeated  afSrmations  of  the 
principle  of  this  Bill  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. This  is  the  fourth  successive  year 
in  which  a  Government  Bill  containing  a  pro- 
vision for  the  general  compulsory  closing  of 
shops  on  a  half-holiday  has  been  passed  by  the 
elective  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

"  Between  the  third  and  the  fourth  year  a 
general  election  intervened,  the  result  of  whicli 
was  not  in  any  way  to  diminish  the  large  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

"  While  the  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  an 
amendment  was  given  notice  of  similar  to  that 
subsequently  mode  by  the  Council.  The  Minis- 
ter in  charge  at  once  stated  that  tho  Govern- 
ment considered  such  an  amendment  would 
affect  the  Bill  so  vitally  that  if  it  were  passed 
the  Bill  must  bo  dropped.  The  importance 
therefore  now  attached  to  the  Council's  amend- 
ment is  not  in  any  way  an  afterthought. 

"  Finally,  it  is  submitted,  as  regards  this 
amendment,  that  the  number  of  small  shop- 
keepers who  depend  for  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  trade  upon  keeping  open  on  a 
half-holiday  must  be  exceedingly  small.  It  is 
true  that  such  a  shopkeeper,  if  questioned,  will 
often  say  that  his  or  her  livelihood  depends 
upon  the  ability  to  keep  the  shop  open  when 
larger  shops  are  closed.  But  in  most  cases 
that  refers  to  the  question  of  what  is  known  as 
*  early  closing '  as  distinguished  from  <  half- 
holiday  closing.'  It  is  admitted  that  very 
strong  objection  was  taken  to  the  Earlv  Closing 
Bill  of  1891 ;  but  that  was  not  this  Bill.  This 
Bill  only  stops  tho  evening  trading  on  one  day 
a  week. 

"  Passing  to  clause  3,  there  appears  no  valid 
reason  why  hairdressers  should  not  close  on 
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•omo  afternoon  in  the  week,  thongh  possibly 
not  on  the  generaJ  half-holiday.  They  might 
be  pnt  in  the  same  class  with  butchers  and 
photographers.  But  it  is  sabmitted  that  the 
power  to  fix  a  special  day  for  special  trades 
•hoold  not  be  confined  to  these  three  trades, 
but  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
bodies. 

"  In  new  clause  9  the  second  and  third  para- 
graphs do  not  appear  to  be  so  worded  as  to 
exactly  express  the  meaning  sought  to  be  con- 
veyed by  them. 

"  As  to  new  clause  numbered  16a,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  it  was  possibly  not  the  intention  of 
the  Council  to  enact  by  statute  that  cashiers 
ttod  bookkeepers  must  remain  in  offices  after 
5  p.m.  to  balance,  but  rather  to  permit  them 
to  do  so.  It  is  suggested  also  that  further  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  overtime  at  the  half- 
yearly  balances  and  on  mail-days." 

Motion  ai((reed  to. 

NKW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Will  the  Government  give  a  day  in  order  to 
discuss  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  question, 
with  respect  to  the  endowments  of  the  Board, 
the  bondholders,  ratepayers,  and  the  financial 
aspect  generally,  as  a  day  spent  in  this  way 
will  be  to  the  best  interests  of  New  Zealand, 
particularly  at  the  present  time  ;  and  will  also 

S've  an  opportunity  to  new  members  to  make 
.emselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
question,  which  is  so  little  understood  by  the 
House?  The  action  of  the  Government  in 
respect  of  this  matter  was  being  closely 
watched  at  Home,  and  if  they  did  not  act 
straightforwardly,  honestly,  and  honourably  in 
the  matter  ho  was  afraid  thoy  would  seriously 
injure  the  credit  of  the  colony.  The  question 
was  therefore  very  important  not  only  to  the 
ratepayers  affected,  but  to  the  colony.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion from  many  aspects— from  the  bondholders' 
aspect,  from  the  ratepayers'  aspect,  and  from 
a  colonial  and  financial  aspect.  If  attention 
was  not  given  to  the  latter  aspect,  the  Govern- 
ment might  find  themselves  boycotted  on  the 
Iiundon  money-market.  Ho  therefore  trusted 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  give  him  a  favour- 
able answer,  and  allow  a  day  to  be  set  aside 
for  the  consideration  of  this  important  matter. 
It  would  be  desirable  to  afford  the  young  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  making  themselves  fully 
acquainted  with  this  important  question. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— Oh  I 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  did  not  know  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Invercargill  understood 
anything  about  the  matter,  which  was  really 
«  very  important  question.  He  trusted  the 
Treasurer  would  reply  that  he  was  willing  it 
sfaonid  be  considered  in  all  its  aspects,  as  the 
qnestion  asked  by  him  (Mr.  McGuire)  was  one 
seriously  affecting  the  honour  of  the  Govem- 
ment  and  of  the  House. 

oQ         Mr.    WARD  said  his  honourable 

'     friend  had  asked  when  an  opportunity 

vroold  be  given  to  enable  honourable  members 

to    make    themselves    thoroughly  acquainted 


with  this  question.  He  had  heard  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  himself,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  hold  forth  for  a  consider- 
able time  on  this  subject,  as  a  reference  to 
Haiisard  would  show.  He  was  perfectly  sure 
that,  as  a  reasonable  man,  his  honourable 
friend  would  recognise  that  there  was  still  very 
important  business  to  be  considered  this  ses- 
sion, and  it  was  therefore  highly  improbable 
that  a  day  could  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  this  matter.  Of  course,  if  the 
business  could  be  proceeded  with  in  such  a 
way  as  to  enable  this  to  be  done,  it  would  be 
very  gratifying  to  the  Qovemment  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  opportunity  he  asked 
for. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  as  the  colony  is  committed  up  to- 
the  present  to  the  extent  of  £2,000,000  by  way 
of  guarantee  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand's 
stability,  it  is  the  intention  that  the  colony 
continue  the  risk  of  the  bank's  carrying  on 
business  in  Australia  and  other  places  outside 
of  New  Zealand  and  not  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  Parliament  of  this  colony  ?  As  the 
future  of  this  colony  was  very  much  concerned 
in  the  question  he  had  on  the  Order  Paper,  he 
hoped  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  rise  to 
the  occasion,  and  give  the  House  full  informa- 
tion as  to  the  Government's  intentions  in  rela- 
tion to  this  very  important  matter. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  hoped  in 
the  next  few  days  to  be  able  to  announce  the 
appointment  of  a  President  to  this  institution, 
and  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  see  that  the  Government  could  scarcely 
deal  with  the  matter  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs,  or  until  they  had  appointed 
the  President. 

WAITEKAURI  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  authorise  telephone-com- 
munication to  be  established  at  Waitukauri, 
Thames  Goldfield  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  had  been  found  that  there 
would  be  a  deficit  of  £14  a  year  if  this  line  was 
constructed  ;  but  if  a  local  subsidy  to  the  extent 
of  £56  was  subscribed  the  line  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

TE  AUTE  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  PARJVTA  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will  set  asido  a  sum 
out  of  the  Civil  List  to  pay  for  medical  attend- 
ance at  Te  -Aute  College,  Uawko's  Bay  ?  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that  of  late 
years  Native  and  half-caste  children  hod  been 
affected  by  illness  at  the  Te  Aute  College.  The 
parents  of  those  children  were  unable  to  be 
there  when  the  children  were  ill,  and  conse- 
quently in  many  cases  they  died,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  parents 
were  not  in  a  position  to  pay  for  medical  at- 
tendance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiries  would  be  made 
into  this  matter.    When  in  the  North  at  tho 
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beginning  of  the  present  year  hia  attention 
was  called  to  the  same  question  by  a  number 
of  Natives,  who  said  they  feared  to  send  their 
ohildren  to  this  institution  for  the  same  reasoB 
as  stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
would  see  what  could  be  done. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  LAKNACH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  early 
action  will  be  taken  to  insist  upon  a  separation 
of  the  Estates  Company  from  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  so  as  to  simplify  and  to  lessen  the  risk 
of  the  colony  in  connection  with  its  guarantee 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  would  wait 
for  the  guidance  of  the  President  who  was 
shortly  to  be  appointed  to  this  institution,  be- 
fore taking  any  action. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  AND  MERCAN- 
TILE AGENCY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  steps  will  be  taken  immediately  to 
ascertain,  for  the  information  of  this  House,  to 
what  extent,  if  any,  the  New  Zealand  Loan 
and  ticrcantile  Agency  Company — either  the 
old  company,  the  new,  or  both — is  in  any  way 
concerned  in  its  financial  relations  with  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  ;  and,  if  either  company 
or  bank  is  indebted  to  the  other,  to  what  ex- 
tent, and  how  long  has  any  such  debt  existed  ? 
He  hoped  the  Treasurer,  in  answering  this 
question,  would  indicate  to  the  House  what 
the  Government's  intentions  were  in  reference 
to  the  duties  of  the  two  officers  that  were  to  be 
appointed  in  respect  to  the  bank  and  this  com- 
pany, and  at  what  times  they  would  perform 
their  respective  duties. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  President  of  this  insti- 
tution would  be  required  to  devote  his  services 
exclusively  to  the  Dusiness  of  the  institution, 
and  his  duties  would  be  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  colony,  and  would  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
colony  generally.  The  question  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  put  was  one  the  answer 
to  which  would  require  a  statement  of  details 
that,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
could  not  be  furnished  for  publicity.  He 
might  say,  in  connection  with  this  important 
matter,  that  the  President  of  the  institution 
would  require  to  ascertain  for  himself  what 
the  position  was,  and,  if  it  was  an  unsatis- 
factory position,  be  would  be  required  to  report 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  day. 

LOCAL  RATING. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the.Oommissioner  of  Taxes  has  had  any 
replies  from  the  various  local  bodies  of  the 
colony  to  his  circular  re  valuation  for  rating 
purposes?  If  so,  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
replies,  and  if  they  are  against  his  proposal, — 
that  the  local  bodies  should  pay  all  cost  of 
valuation,  and  supply  a  copy  for  the  mere  cost 
of  copying, — will  the  Government  pay  a  fair 
«hare  of  the  cost  of  such  valuation  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  state  that  the  Commis- 
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sioner  of  Taxes  hod  reoeived  replies  from  the 
various  local  bodies.  The  circular  containing 
the  proposal  was  sent  to  sixty-four  counties, 
and  to  thirty-nine  Boad  Boards  in  which  the 
Counties  Act  was  not  in  operation.  Two- 
thirds  of  these  bodies  had  replied,  twenty-eight 
accepting  the  proposal  and  eight  declining. 
Twenty-four  forwarded  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
apparently  sent  round  by  the  Taranoki  County 
Council.  Three  answers  were  vague,  and  one 
offered  to  pay  for  the  valuation  if  the  depart- 
ment would  make  it.  Those  who  forwaided 
the  Taronaki  resolution  did  not,  apparently, 
consider  the  proposal  on  its  merits.  The 
valuations,  which  the  department  would  pro- 
bably have  asked  for  copies  of,  would  have 
been  those  of  land-tax-paying  estates  only — an 
average  of  perhaps  one  in  ten  of  the  properties 
on  some  rolls  and  one  in  fifty  on  others.  He 
might  state  that  after  this  year  subsidies 
would  be  payable  on  rolls  which  had  not  been 
prepared  in  the  Land-  and  Income-tax  OfBce. 
If  there  was  any  further  information  required 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  he  would  be 
happy  to  furnish  it  to  him  by  correspondence. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  "  THIRDS  "  AND 
"FOURTHS." 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Where,  on  the  31st  March  last, 
was  the  sum  of  £28,799  8s.  lOd.,  referred  to  in 
Return  No.  183  as  the  total  which,  on  the  date 
mentioned,  was  to  the  credit  of  the  va^ioas  local 
bodies  in  respect  of  "  thirds  "  and  "  fourths  "  ? 
Some  days  ago  he  had  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer in  which  of  the  several  accounts  attached 
to  the  Financial  Statement  this  sum  of 
£28,799  8s.  lOd.,  referred  to  in  Return  No.  183 
as  the  total  of  the  debt  mentioned  to  the  various 
local  bodies,  appeared.  The  reply  was,  In  none. 
He  hod  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  tables  at- 
tached to  the  Financial  Statement  contained 
information  concerning  all  moneys  connected 
with  the  public  accounts.  He  would  now  like 
to  know  where  that  sum  of  £28,799  8s.  lOd. 
was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  amount  referred 
to  could  bo  found  in  the  Deposit  Accounts 
of  the  various  Receivers  of  Land  Revenue 
throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — Then,  it  does  not 
appear  in  the  tables  attached  to  the  Financial 
Statement  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 
Jlr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Premier,  Will  the 
Government,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  by  this  House  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  old-age  pensions,  appoint 
a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  fully  into,  and 
take  evidence  upon,  the  matter  during  the  re- 
cess, so  that  Parliament  may  be  fully  prepared 
to  legislate  in  this  direction  early  next  ses- 
sion 1  A  considerable  amount  of  interest  was 
taken  in  this  question  by  a  large  number  of 
people  in  the  colony,  and  he  hoped  to  receive  a 
favourable  answer. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honouiable  member 
■was  qnita  correct  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
'very  large  number  of  people  who  desired  that 
ftn  old-age-pension  scheme  should  be  esta- 
Uished.  The  matter  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  and  that  Committee 
had  reported.  He  thought  ha  was  speaking 
the  mind  of  every  member  of  that  Committee 
when  he  said  thac,  although  it  looked  a  some- 
what small  question  when  they  commenced 
their  investigation,  yet  before  they  had  gone 
into  the  subject  very  far  they  found  it  most 
complicated  and  difficult  to  deal  with.  He 
did  not  think,  himself,  that  a  Commission 
would  solve  this  problem.  He  thought  it  would 
tsbke  the  united  brains  of  those  who  represented 
the  people  in  this  country  to  deal  effectively 
with  this  very  difficult  matter.  This  problem 
should  not  be  left  to  two  or  three  persons  to 
solve. 

BUSH-BUKNING. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
li  he  will  during  the  recess  make  such  in- 
quiries as  will  enable  him  to  bring  in  a  BiU 
relating  to  the  burning  of  bush?  A  Bill  had 
been  introduced  in  Parliament  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  bush-burning  some  years  ago,  but 
nothing  had  been  done  since.  Every  now  and 
then  a  case  cropped  up,  and  there  was  no  law 
to  deal  with  it.  There  was  a  case  in  his  dis- 
trict which  entailed  a  serious  loss  to  a  man, 
which  had  there  been  an  Act  would  not  have 
occurred.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  give  answer  to  his  question  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  special  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  Government 
in  connection  with  the  matter,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
legislate  upon.  There,  however,  could  be  no 
harm  in  requesting  the  department  to  make 
inquiries  from  the  various  officers  in  the  land 
districts,  so  as  to  obtain  necessary  information 
in  the  event  of  legislation  to  deal  with  the 
question  next  session. 

CHEVIOT  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  As  so  many  families  are  now 
resident  on  Cheviot,  with  the  prospect  of 
several  additional  families  settling  there  with- 
in the  next  few  months,  what  provision  does 
the  Government  intend  making  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Education  Board  of  the  district 
sufficient  funds  to  provide  five  schools,  now 
nrgently  required  —  namely,  at  MoKenzie, 
Waiau,  Frognall,  Domett,  and  Port  Robinson  7 
He  would  point  out  the  necessity  for  special 
provision  being  made  for  the  education  of  these 
children.  It  was  now  eleven  months  since  a 
portion  of  the  Cheviot  Estate  was  disposed  of, 
so  that  some  of  the  families  had  been  there 
about  ten  months.  From  the  latest  informa- 
tion in  his  possession  he  found  that  in  the 
places  he  had  named  in  his  question  there  were 
tbe  following  numbers  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  twelve  years :  McKenzie,  45 ; 
Waiaa,  29;  Froghall,  26,  Domett,  24;  and 
Fort  Robinson,  38.      He  might  say  that  he 


had  placed  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
in  consequence  of  receiving  from  a  lady  on 
Cheviot  the  following  letter,  dated  "  Port  Robin- 
son, 24th  September,  1894"  :— 

"DsAB  Sib, — I  have  been  requested  by  the 
mothers  of  this  district,  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Port  Robinson,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  in- 
stant, to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject 
of  getting  a  school  for  our  children  as  goon  as- 
possible.  I  have  enclosed  a  list  of  parents  and 
the  number  of  the  children  each  of  us  have 
ready  for  school.  I  have  also  written  at  their 
desire  to  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Beeves  on  the  same 
subject.  We  hope,  Mr.  Meredith,  you  will  use 
your  influence  on  our  behalf,  as  a  school  is  a 
boon  we  mothers  will  know  how  to  appreciatCr 
after  the  long  holiday  our  olive-branches  have 
enjoyed. — Yours  respectfully, ." 

Now,  such  an  appeal  as  that  the  Minister  of 
Education  could  not  possibly  resist ;  and  it 
would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  mothers 
on  the  estate,  and  also  to  the  male  portion  of 
the  population,  if  the  Minister  of  Education 
placed  a  special  sum  on  the  estimates  to  pro- 
vide schools  for  these  people.  To  supply  five 
schools  was  more  than  the  Education  Board 
of  the  district  could  do  out  of  the  ordinary  vote 
which  they  received.  Therefore  he  appealed 
t9  the  Government  for  consideration  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  should  be  delighted  to 
please  the  mothers,  and  to  please  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  so  ably  represented  them. 
When  the  honourable  member  last  asked  this 
question  he  told  him  that  the  special  require- 
ments of  the  district  would  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  school-buildings  vote  was 
distributed.  He  really  could  not  add  any- 
thing to  that,  nor  did  he  wish  to  take  anything 
away  from  it.  It  was  not  unusual  in  outlying 
parts  of  the  country  for  settlement  to  go  on  so 
rapidly  that  special  provision  had  to  be  made 
for  it.  The  department  always  did  its  best  to 
take  such  cases  fairly  intQ  consideration  when 
the  vote  was  being  distributed.  That  was  an 
unusual  circumstance  in  their  part  of  the  coun- 
try he  was  sorry  to  say,  and  therefore  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  aware  of  the 
practice  of  the  department  in  that  respect. 
That  had  been  the  practice,  and  ho  hoped 
that  what  the  department  would  do  would 
satisfy  the  honourable  gentleman. 

OTARA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,. 
When  he  proposes  to  place  the  Otara  Block, . 
adjoining  the  Township  of  Waikawa,  in  the 
market? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  wa3  proposed  to 
open  this  land  for  selection  under  the  Land 
Act  OS  soon  as  possible. 

ACETIC  ACID. 
Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, If  he  will  offer  a  bonus  for  the  manu- 
facture of  acetic  acid  within  the  colony  ?  He 
hod  been  requested  by  a  correspondent  to  put 
this  question,  as  he  was  very  anxious  about  it. 
and  was  prepared  to  go  in  for  the  mannfactuie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■446  -'  Arab  "  and  "  Shah  "  Teas.    [HOUSE.] 


Flaz. 


[Oct.  2 


of  this  article  if  eocouragement  were  given  to 
him. 
lix.  WARD  WM  sorry  he  could  not  give  the 

honourable  gentleman  a  favourable  answer. 

DUKE  AND  DUCHESS  OF  YOBK'S 
VISIT. 

Mr.  \V.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier,  If 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  rumour  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  joined  with  one  or  more  of  the 
Australian  Governments  in  inviting  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  York  to  visit  Australasia? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  some  months  ago 
the  Premier  of  Victoria,  Sir  James  Patterson, 
communicated  with  the  New  Zealand  Uovorn- 
meut,  and  with  the  other  Australasian  Govern- 
ments, asking  them  to  co-operate  in  inviting 
His  Boyal  Highness  and  the  Duchess  of  York 
to  visit  the  colonies,  and  ho  believed  that  in 
joining  in  that  invitation  the  Government  were 
doing  that  which  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in 
this  colony  would  heartily  indorse. 

"ARAB"  AND  "SHAH"  TEAS. 
Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Is  not  the  mode  of  business  set  forth 
in  the  following  advertisement  an  infringement 
of  the  Gaming  and  Lotteries  Aot;  and,  if  so, 
should  not  means  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
illegitimate  trading:  "'Arab'  and  'Shah' 
Teas. — Look  out  for  the  cash  presents  enclosed 
with  tea.  As  these  famous  tead  have  now 
Tgained  such  a  thorough  hold  on  the  public 
taste,  the  proprietors  have  decided  to  discon- 
tinue a  great  portion  of  their  advertising,  and 
to  give  tlieir  customers  the  benefit  of  the  money 
thus  saved.  To  ofiect  this,  a  large  number  of 
-cash  orders  for  23.  6d.,  53.,  and  10s.  each  will, 
After  1st  June,  be  enclosed  in  many  of  the 
packets  and  tins  containing  the  tea.  These 
«ash  orders  (printed  on  pink  paper)  will  be  pay- 
able througli  the  storekeeper  from  whom  the 
tea  has  been  procured,  or  from  the  wholesale 
(N.Z.)  agents "  7  An  advertisement  of  this 
description  had  appeared  in  a  Christchurch 
newspaper.  The  name  of  the  advertiser  was 
not  given,  because  it  did  not  appear ;  but  he 
would  like  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment regarding  it.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
very  objectionable  mode  of  trading,  and  was 
not  what  could  be  called  honest  and  fair  trade. 
Mr.  Newnes,  the  proprietor  of  Tit-Bits, — who, 
by  the  way,  was  a  member  of  the  British 
Parliament, — was  interdicted  from  a  course  of 
action  which,  by  payments  to  those  who  cor- 
rectly solved  literary  puzzles,  had  resulted  in 
an  immense  circulation  being  obtained  for  his 
newspaper.  That  practice  was  stopped  very 
summarily  by  process  of  law,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered to  be  leading  to  a  certain  amount  of 
gambling.  If  that  was  the  law  in  England,  and 
if  such  objectionable  practices  were  resorted  to 
in  this  colony  as  were  set  forth  in  this  ques- 
tion, then  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
know  what  our  law  was  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  department  would 
make  inquiries  into  the  matter,  and,  if  it  should 
appear  there  was  any  infringement  of  the  law, 
■action  would  he  taken. 

ilr.  J.  W.  Kelly 


FLAX. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, When  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  ex- 
perts appointed  to  inquire  into  the  applications 
for  the  flax-bonus  will  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  House  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  sorry  he  could  not 
give  a  date  when  this  report  would  be  ready. 
'ihe  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  this  inquiry  were  at  work  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  had  a  number  of  machines  to 
examine  before  they  could  report.  Conse- 
quently he  was  not  in  a  position  to  state  when 
that  report  would  be  ready,  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  ready  he  would  lay  it  on  the  table. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TBUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  LAWBY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  If  he  is  awate  that  the  business 
now  before  the  Railways  Committee  will  occupy 
the  whole  time  the  Committee  will  have  during 
the  present  session,  and  for  this  reason  they 
will  be  unable  efiectively  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  deciding  the  best  route  for  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  line  ?  (3.)  Will  he, 
during  the  recess,  set  up  a  Royal  Commission 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  exhaustive  in- 
quiry into  the  whole  question  relative  to  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  line,  with 
a  view  of  finally  settling  the  best  route  for 
the  before -mentioned  line?  He  thought  i6 
was  quite  time  that  the  subject  contained  in 
this  question  should  be  decided  one  way  or 
another.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
honourable  members  that  last  year  an  import- 
ant Committee  was  set  up  by  the  House, 
which  went  very  exhaustively  into  the  whole 
question,  taking  evidence  on  oath,  and  their 
report  was  now  one  of  the  State  documents  of 
the  colony.  Ho  was  very  well  aware  that  the 
Premier  stated,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  that  he  would  refer  the 
whole  question  to  the  Railway  Committee  that 
had  been  set  up  this  session.  But  be  (Mr. 
Lawry),  as  a  member  of  that  Committee,  kiaew 
the  work  that  Committee  had  to  do,  and  it  would 
only  be  a  sham  to  refer  it  to  that  Committee, 
because  the  Committee  had  neither  the  time 
nor  the  opportunity  to  take  it  in  hand.  This 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  whole 
of  the  North  Island.  He  was  aware  that  the 
railway  could  not  be  made  without  money,  any 
more  than  the  Egyptians  of  old  could  make 
bricks  without  straw ;  but  that  did  not  pre- 
vent an  agitation  of  the  whole  question  as  to 
the  route,  and  he  hoped  the  Premier  would 
give  a  favourable  reply  to  this  question,  and 
would  set  up  an  independent  Boyal  Commis- 
sion to  report  next  session,  so  that  the  question 
of  route  might  be  settled  once  and  for  ever. 

Mr.  SEDDQN  said  that  if  the  question  could 
be  settled  once  and  for  ever  probably  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  course  indicated ; 
but  he  undertook  to  say,  whatever  way  the 
Commission  reported,  the  part  of  the  colony 
reported  against  would  bring  it  up  next  session, 
and  would  want  another  Boyal  Commission. 
He  had  little  doubt  that  would  be  the  result. 
What  was  wanted  more  than  a  Commission 
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was  an  indtoation  to  the  Government  as  to 
where  the  means  to  construct  the  railway 
were  to  come  from.  The  money  at  the  present 
time  available  was  less  than  £80,000;  con- 
seqnendy  it  shoald  not  exercise  the  minds  of 
members  very  much  as  to  where  that  money 
would  be  expended.  Without  forestalling  the 
Publio  Worlcs  Statement,  he  might  aay  that 
there  would  be  a  very  fair  division  of  what  was 
left,  and  it  would  be  so  expended  as  to  give  the 
greatest  amount  of  benefit  derivable  from  such 
expenditure. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— You  are  shuffling  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  admitted  that  circum- 
stances were  altered,  and  for  this  reason :  that 
the  honourable  member  had  asked  that  the 
line  be  taken  through  via  Waitara,  and  the 
report  received  was  of  such  a  damning  nature 
that  they  had  to  leave  the  Waitara  route,  the 
same  being  impracticable.  Probably  another 
and  better  route  might  be  discovered. 

An  Hon.  Heubeb. — Where  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  not  say  where.  The 
qaestion  was  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
Boyal  Commission.  They  bad  a  Railways 
Committee  set  np  now,  and  he  did  not  see, 
himself,  the  slightest  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
that  Committee  taking  Mr.  Beynolds's  report, 
Mr.  Donkin's  report,  and  Mr.  Holmes's  report, 
smd  bringing  down  a  report  to  the  House  which 
wonld  place  the  matter  fairly  before  the  House 
and  the  country.  He  had  gone  through  these 
reports  carefully,  and,  after  a  careful  perusal 
of  them,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  something 
more  would  have  to  bo  done  if  there  was  to 
be  any  change  whatever.  That  was  so  far  as 
these  reports  were  concerned.  Mr.  Reynolds's 
report  clearly  showed  that  an  expenditure  of 
£50,000  would  alter  the  gradients  between 
Wanganui  and  Stratford  so  as  to  make  it  a 
fast  -  travelling  line,  and  allow  of  the  carriage 
of  goods  at  reasonable  rates.  On  the  other 
hand,  as  to  the  proposed  deviation  of  the  central 
route,  the  explorations  of  Mr.  Holmes  proved 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  deviate  tlie  line 
ID  tha^  country.  That  meant  that  they  must 
adhere,  so  far  as  the  central  route  was  con- 
cetned,  to  the  old  route.  The  nxplorations  had 
not  placed  the  matter  one  jot  farther  ahead. 
He  thought,  if  the  Railways  Committee  went 
through  these  reports,  the  Committee  would  be 
able  to  report  this  session .  He  did  not  think 
a  Royal  Commission  would  help  the  matter. 
When  more  money  was  available,  this  question 
might  be  further  agitated,  but  the  Government 
did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  go  to  the  expense 
-of  a  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  if  the  Premier  did  not 
think  the  money  belonging  to  this  loan  that 
had  been  spent  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
was  an  asset. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
Native  lands  had  been  purchased  by  money  out 
of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  but  it 
was  done  by  direction  of  Parliament.  There 
was  no  doubt  the  funds  had  been  expended  for 
that  purpose,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  not 
ft  liquid  asset,  and  would  not,  without  legisla- 
tion, be  available  for  farther  works. 


OLD  SOLDIERS'  PENSIONS. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, If  he  will  make  arrangements  that 
oolonial  pensions  to  old  soldiers  be  paid  in  the 
same  way  as  English  pensions  in  Auckland? 
It  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  that  old 
soldiers  who  had  shifted  to  Auckland  were 
put  to  great  inconvenience  and  delay  in  re- 
ceiving their  )>ensions.  He  had  therefore  put 
the  question  in  the  hope  that  the  Premier 
might  see  his  way  to  having  these  pensions 
paid  through  the  Defence  Department  there  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Imperial  pensioners  were 
paid.  Such  a  system  would  put  an  end  to  con- 
siderable inconvenience  and  delay,  and  would 
be  much  appreciated  by  those  interested  in  the 
matter. 


3.30. 


Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  exactly  under- 
stand the  question  as  put.  "The  sys- 
tem of  paying  colonial  pensions  was  vfirj' nearly 
identical  with  the  method  adopted  in  paying 
Imperial  pensions.  If  anything,  the  difierenee 
was  in  favour  of  the  system  of  paying  colonial 
penfsions.  If  further  improvement  could  be 
made  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to  make  it. 
He  would  confer  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  if  the  honourable  member  was  able  to 
render  the  Government  any  assistance  in  this 
respect  he  would  be  glad. 

WANGANUI  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  will  make  inquiries  into  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Wangamti  Herald  thftt 
thirteen  prisoners  awaiting  trial  wore  crowded 
into  two  blackholes  beneath  the  Supremo  Court 
last  Monday,  seven  being  in  one  cell  and  six  in 
another,  where  there  are  not  sufTicient  cubic 
feet  of  air  for  more  than  two  persons  in  each 
cell  ?  The  grounds  were  very  strong  indeed  for 
some  change  being  made  in  the  way  prisoners 
awaiting  trial  were  treated  at  Wanganui.  He 
knew  that  the  facts  were  8,3  stated  by  the 
Berald,  that  thirteen  people  were  put  into  these 
small  cells :  in  fact,  the  proper  name  to  apply 
to  them  would  be  dungeons.  These  cells  were 
so  dark  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  one 
person  to  see  another ;  and  when  the  prisoners 
were  caken  out  the  air  was  so  poisonous  that 
people  who  came  in  contact  with  it  felt  sick. 
He  himself  had  visited  the  place,  and  he  could 
certify  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  by 
the  Herald. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Government  were 
inquiring  into  the  matter;  and,  in  spite  of 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  they 
had  some  reason  to  think  that  inquiry  would 
show  that  instead  of  there  being  two  cells  there 
was  only  one.  But,  in  case  the  honourable 
gentleman's  view  of  the  matter  turned  out  to 
be  correct,  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  be  would  do  his  best  to  prevent 
such  a  state  of  things  from  continuing  any 
longer,  because  it  certainly  would  not  be  at  all 
proper. 

SYRIAN  HAWKERS. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
proposes  to  bring  in  legislation  this  session  to 
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prevent  the  influx  o{  Syrian  hawkeis,  male  and 
lemale  ?  As  the  number  of  Syrian  hawkers 
had  largely  increased,  and  as  the  Hawkers  and 
Pedlars  Bill  had  not  come  up,  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  Government  if  they  would  introduce  a 
short  Bill  of  two  or  three  clauses,  like  the 
New  South  Wales  Act,  to  stop  any  further  in- 
flux of  these  people. 

Mr.  KEKVES  thought  the  Bill  was  in  the 
pigeon-holes  now :  at  any  rate,  it  would  be 
there  within  an  hour. 

CAVERSHAM  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  MORRISON  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, If  he  will  take  into  consideration  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Hatton  and  others,  to  provide 
the  petitioners  with  a  telephone  service  to 
Caversham  at  a  rate  based  on  the  exact 
mileage  from  Dunedin,  and  without  requiring 
a  flve-years  guarantee  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  request  of  the  peti- 
tioners had  already  been  granted.  Caversham 
subscribers  to  the  Dunedin  Exchange  would 
be  charged  for  the  distance  measured  by  the 
Main  South  Road,  and  if  this  measurement 
brought  intending  subscribers  within  two  miles 
of  tlio  Exchange  a  five-years  guarantee  would 
not  be  required.  Beyond  two  miles  the  usual 
bond  to  keep  the  connection  for  five  years  must 
be  given. 

COLONIAL  BANK. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
TreEisurer,  If  there  is  any  foundation  for  the 
statement  that  negotiations  are  on  foot  for 
giving  the  Colonial  Bank  the  whole  or  a  share 
of  the  Public  Account  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  some  short  time 
ago  the  Colonial  Bank  applied  for  a  third  of  the 
Government  account.  The  matter  hod  not  then 
been  considered.  It  was  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  explain,  for  the  information  of  this 
House,  what  are  the  defined  and  respective 
duties  of  the  President  and  Auditor  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  after  the  appointments 
have  been  made,  in  relationship  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government,  as  the  chairman  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  meeting  yesterday  is 
reported  to  have  said,  "  The  Government  will 
know  nothing  more  about  the  confidential 
affairs  of  the  bank  in  the  future  than  it  has 
known  in  the  past " ;  and,  if  that  is  the  case, 
of  what  avail  will  be  the  appointment  of  these 
high  officials? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident was  to  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
colony— to  protect  the  colony  so  far  as  its 
guarantee  of  two  millions  to  that  institution 
was  concerned,  and  to  see  that  no  improper 
business  was  conducted,  and  generally  to  ex- 
ercise a  supervision  over  the  conduct  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution  in  the  interests  of  the 
State,  which  had  given  the  guarantee.  The 
duties  of  the  Auditor  were  to  audit  and  check 
the  transactions  in  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution. 

Dr.  Newman 


Mr.  O'BEOAN.— What  about  Mr.  Murray's 
statement  ? 

Mr.  WARD  presumed  the  honourable  mem*- 
her  did  not  wish  that  the  ordinary  private 
affairs  of  the  customers  of  the  bank  were  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Government.  He  might 
inform  the  honourable  member  that  the  prac- 
tice would  not  be  so.  What  would  be  done 
would  be  that  the  President,  as  representing 
the  colony,  would  of  course  be  fully  cognisant 
of  everything  that  was  done,  and  if  anything 
improper  was  done  it  would  then  be  his  duty 
to  communicate  with  the  Government. 

B.  S.  W.  BUTLER. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  report 
of  the  A  to  L  Petitions  Committee  upon  the 
petition  of  E.  S.  W.  Butler?  The  petitioner 
in  this  case  set  forth  that  he  had  been  put  to 
expense,  inconvenience,  and  disgrace  through 
the  conduct  of  the  Deputy  Assignee  in  Bank- 
ruptcy at  Oamaru.  He  prayed  for  redress. 
The  Committee  reported  on  the  case  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"That  as  the  Deputy  Assignee  entered  into- 
an  agreement  with  petitioner  to  the  effect  that, 
in  event  of  petitioner  signing  a  certain  deed, 
his  discharge  in  bankruptcy  would  not  be  op- 
posed, and  as  the  Assignee  now  opposes  the- 
said  discharge  on  the  ground  that  the  petitionee 
has  since  appealed  to  Parliament,  the  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  Government 
should  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
case." 

The  petitioner  had  been  waiting  in  Welling- 
ton for  some  days.  He  (Major  Steward)  had 
been  asked  to  postpone  this  question  until  that 
day,  and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  now 
be  able  to  give  an  answer  of  a  favourable 
nature. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  matter  was  sub 
judiee.  The  District  Judge  had  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  application.  It  was  there- 
fore quite  clear  that  the  petitioner  should 
bring  the  conduct  of  the  Assignee,  if  he  objected 
to  it,  before  the  Court.  The  Assignee  was  an 
officer  of  the  Court,  and  was  therefore  amen- 
able to  it.  It  was  scarcely  the  place  of  the 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  litigation. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  GLOBO 
ASSETS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer,— (1.)  If  the  Government  propose  to  allow 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  pay  off  the  de- 
bentures of  the  Globo  Assets  out  of  the  guaran- 
teed loan  ?  (2.)  If  not,  to  what  other  purpose 
is  the  £1,000,000  to  be  devoted  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Treasurer?  As  the  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close  it  was  only  right  that 
the  House  and  the  country  should  have  an 
answer  to  this  question.  He  asked  the  ques- 
tion some  time  ago,  and  now  repeated  it. 

Mr.  WARD  might  inform  the  honourable 
member  that  the  Government  would  consider 
what  was  the  best  course  to  follow  when  the 
money  to  which  the  honourable  member  re- 
ferred had  been  paid  into  the  institution.    As 
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a  matter  ot  faot,  the  greater  portion  of  the  two 
millions  aubacribed  would  not  be  paid  in  nntil 
the  26th  of  this  month. 

Dr.  NBW MAN.— Surely  the  honourable 
genUeman  knows  what  is  going  to  be  done 
with  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member 
most  recognise  that  this  was  a  very  difficult 
and  a  very  important  matter.  It  was  a  matter 
upon  which  a  light  answer  ought  not  to  be 
called  for  from  the  Treasurer.  There  might  be 
many  things  which  would  influence  the  final 
decision  of  the  Government.  The  Government 
as  a  whole  would  require  to  deal  with  an  im- 
portant matter  such  as  that  was.  He  might 
'aay,  for  the  information  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  nothing  had  yet  been  done 
in  the  matter.  If  an  investment  in  the  Globo 
Assets  debentures  was  found  to  be  desirable 
in  the  intereets  of  the  country,  that  might  be 
a  suitable  investment  for  a  portion  of  the 
money  to  be  made  in.  But  he  might  in- 
form the  honourable  gentleman  that  no  de- 
cision had  been  arrived  at  yet,  inasmuch  as  the 
money  had  not  yet  been  subscribed.  As  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew,  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  and  he  was  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  want  the  Government  to 
astily  decide  in  regard  to  the  investment  of 
such  a  large  sum  of  money.  The  Government 
would  require  to  give  great  care  and  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  he  need  only  add  that  if  he 
had  been  in  a  position  to  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  answer  he  would  readily  have 
done  so. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  give  an  answer  before  the 
session  terminated. 

Mx.  WABD  would  not  undertake  to  do  that. 
The  responsibility  must  fall  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  House  must  be  prepared  to  leave 
the  Qovemment  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  this  matter.  If  the  investment  was  made 
before  the  session  was  over  he  would  be  only  too 
happy  to  inform  the  House  accordingly.  The 
matter,  as  he  had  said,  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  it  would  receive  most  careful 
attention  from  the  Government. 

GUABANTEED  BANKS  AMALGAMATION 
PROHIBITION  BILL. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
take  charge  of  the  Guaranteed  Banks  Amal- 
gamation Prohibition  Bill  introduced  by  the 
member  for  Wellington  City;  or  will  he  him- 
self introduce  a  measure  to  effect  the  objects 
proposed  by  that  Bill  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  would  not 
take  up  the  honourable  gentleman's  Bill  upon 
the  question  to  which  he  referred,  and  he  might 
add  that  the  Government  were  of  opinion  that, 
uider  proper  safeguards,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  the  amalgamation  referred  to  would  have 
been  very  desirable ;  and  it  was  still  so. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  MoGUIBE  begged  leave  to  move  the 
adjonxmnent  of  the  House.    He  was  compelled 
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to  do  so  on  aooonnt  of  the  very  unsatisfactory 
answer  which  he  had  received  from  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  a  question  he  had 
asked.  The  New  Plymouth  Harbour  question 
was  an  important  one,  afiecting  a  very  large 
number  of  settlers,  who  had  his  sincerest  and 
most  heartfelt  sympathy.  The  question  af- 
fected the  character  of  the  Government  for 
honour  and  honesty,  and  also  the  character 
of  the  members  of  the  House,  in  the  Mother 
Country,  The  question,  if  not  given  considera- 
tion to,  might  also  seriously  embarrass  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  London  money-market,  and 
therefore  should  not  be  treated  lightly  as  here- 
tofore. To  show  what  was  felt  about  this 
matter,  he  would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
which  he  had  received  by  last  mail  from  the 
vice-president  of  the  bondholders,  Mr.  Busby. 
That  gentleman  said, — 

"  Our  newspapers  here  publish  periodical  re- 
ports of  cablegrams  from  New  Zealand  pointing 
out  the  satisfactory  financial  condition  of  the 
colony  and  its  ability  to  meet  all  its  engage- 
ments. I  must,  however,  remind  you  that  the 
Government  of  New  Zealand  has  violated  the 
conditions  under  which  the  harbour  loan  was 
raised,  without  offering  any  redress  to  the  bond- 
holders ;  and  I  beg  to  assure  you  that,  should 
the  Government  seek  to  issue  any  new  Govern- 
ment loan  upon  this  market,  the  Committee  of 
Bondholders  will  take  active  and  immediate 
steps  to  oppose  such  issue  until  the  Govern- 
ment has  done  justice  to  the  bondholders.  The 
resolution  to  adopt  this  course  was  oommuni- 
oated  to  the  Premier  of  your  House — the  late 
Hon.  Mr.  Ballance — and  the  committee  are 
resolved  to  carry  it  into  effect  should  the  oppor- 
tunity arise." 

The  letter  from  which  he  had  made  the  ex- 
tract was  dated  "London,  25th  July,  1894." 
What  was  the  reason  the  bondholders  took  such 
strong  measures  against  the  Government  in 
this  matter  ?  It  was  simply  because  the  bond- 
holders and  the  people  in  the  harbour  rating  dis- 
trict had  been  robbed  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  their  endowments.  In  1874  an  Act  was  passed 
granting  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  lands 
disposed  of  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Tara- 
naki  by  sale  or  otherwise  as  an  endowment  to 
the  harbour.  Although  that  was  granted  to  the 
harbour  in  1874,  and  also  in  167G  by  the  Finan- 
cial Arrangement  Acts,  and  still  again  when  the 
land  revenue  was  consolidated  after  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  provinces,  the  Government  in  1879 
and  1880  took  away  from  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  Board  out  of  the  rating-area  200,000 
acres  of  land.  That  land  was  valued  by  the 
Property-tax  Commissioner  at  £400,000.  There- 
fore the  House  had  robbed  that  harbour  of 
£100,000.  This  surely  was  sufficient  reason  tor 
the  bondholders  taking  the  action  of  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders, the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
gave  notice  to  the  Premier.  Hod  not  that 
land  been  taken  away  £100,000  would  have 
been  lying  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners,  and  the  settlers  whom  he  (Mr. 
McGuire)  had  the  honour  to  represent  would 
not  have  been  compelled  to  suffer  an  unjust 
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impogition.  This  was  why  he  had  hionght 
up  this  matter  before  the  Hoase  on  so  many 
oooasions,  and  why  a  Committee  was  set  up 
during  last  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the 
merits  o(  the  case.  That  Committee  had 
brought  up  a  report  which  he  had  continually 
pressed  the  Government  to  carry  out.  That 
report  was  satisfactory  in  every  way;  but,  in 
place  of  carrying  out  that  report,  they  used 
their  servile  majority  in  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  and  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  for 
the  purpose  of  reversing  the  decision  of  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Committee.  The  re- 
port in  question  showed  clearly  that  the  settlers 
and  the  bondholders  had  been  robbed  of  their 
endowments, — that  a  great  outrage  had  been 
committed,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  redress.  Their  endowment  was  taken  away 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  inter- 
ested, or  of  the  bondholders  who  had  lent  their 
money,  but  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  colony. 
Now,  if  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
away  that  land  in  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
it  was  also  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  inter- 
est of  justice,  that  restitution  should  be  made 
of  the  value  of  the  land  so  taken.  But  not 
only  had  the  Government  evaded  the  report 
brought  down  by  the  Committee,  but  they  had 
in  every  way  in  their  power  prevented  the 
House  from  doing  justice  to  the  Kew  Plymouth 
Harbour.  Only  the  other  day  tbe  Chairman  of 
the  Bogfrd  came  down  to  the  House  and  asked 
the  Government  to  consider  the  financial 
position  of  his  Board,  with  a  view  of  reducing 
the  interest  from  6  to  4  per  cent.;  and  yet, 
although  they  had  robbed  the  district  of  its 
endowments,  disregarding  Acts  of  Parliament 
made  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  on  the  strength  of  which  they  al- 
lowed the  Harbour  Board  to  borrow  £200,000, 
they  would  not  in  the  smallest  degree  assist  the 
settlers  nor  make  restitution  for  the  great  in- 
justice inflicted  upon  them.  What  could  be 
more  outrageous  than  such  conduct  ?  And  even 
their  own  supporter — the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth — who  stuck  to  them  through 
thick  and  thin,  through  right  and  wrong,  could 
get  no  assistance  from  the  Government  for 
the  unfortunate  settlers  whom  the  honourable 
member  represented,  who  were  so  unjustly  op- 
pressed. No  such  outrageous  injustice  had  ever 
been  committed  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
He  (Mr.  HcGuire)  had  asked  that  this  question 
should  be  relegated  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  decide  on  the  lines  of  honesty,  jus- 
tice, and  good  conscience,  and  he  was  willing  to 
stand  or  fall  by  an  inquiry  on  the  grounds  in- 
dicated. This  was  a  most  complex  and  di£BcnU 
question.  Many  Acts  of  Parliament  were  con- 
nected with  it.  It  therefore  required  a  Judge, 
or  some  one  in  that  capacity,  independent  of 
the  Government,  one  who  would  have  no  wire- 
pulling behind  him,  and  who  would  act  justly 
and  fairly  in  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
the  bondholders,  and  the  settlers,  to  thoroughly 
investigate  it.  But  the  Government  was  not 
prepared  to  adopt  his  (Mr.  McGuire's)  sugges- 
tion. Why  were  they  not  prepared  to  adopt 
it?  Because  they  feared  the  result  of  an  in- 
Mr.  McOuire 


dependent  investigation.  The  bondholders  saw 
all  along  how  unjustly  they  had  been  treated, 
and  they  would  therefore,  he  believed,  take  the 
action  they  bad  given  notice  of.  The  moment 
the  Government  put  a  loan  on  the  London 
market,  that  moment  the  bondholders  would 
boycott  them ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  country  if  it  would  only  have 
the  effect  of  making  the  Government  have  mora 
regard  for  honest  and  honourable  dealings  in 
the  future.  Here  was  a  district — perhaps  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  colony  —  where 
many  of  the  settlers  had  rendered  great  service 
to  the  Government  during  the  war,  and  tbe 
compensatian  they  received  for  their  gallant 
conduct  was  to  be  robbed  in  the  most  out- 
rageous and  barefaced  way  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  yet  the  same  Government  a  month 
or  so  ago  cheerfully  backed  a  bill  for  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  to  the  tune  of  two  millions, 
but  they  would  not  move  a  foot  to  assist  their 
own  settlers,  although  they  led  the  people  to 
believe  they  were  working  in  the  true  interests 
of  the  small  and  struggling  people  on  the 
land.  Here  were  eighteen  hundred  small 
settlers  coming  to  them  for  assistance  and 
redress;  they  could  not  even  spend  a  day  in 
making  inquiries,  or  go  into  the  matter,  which 
so  seriously  affected  them,  and  see  if  justice 
had  been  done.  The  endowment  in  ques- 
tion had  been  taken  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  it  was  token  by  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion appointed  in  order  to  settle  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  to  save  the  credit  of  the 
country,  because  if  a  shot  had  been  fired  at 
that  time  our  credit  would  have  gone.  For,  it 
would  he  remembered,  we  had  at  the  time  the 
endowment  was  token  a  five-million  loan  on  the 
market.  It  was  clear  this  had  been  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony ;  and  now  justice  de- 
manded that  the  landls  should  bo  valued,  and 
one-fourth  of  their  value  placed,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners.  Had  this 
been  done  justice  would  have  been  done  to  tbe 
district,  and  he  would  not  have  been  there  ad- 
vocating the  cause  of  these  unfortunate  settlers, 
who  were  honestly  and  honourably  struggling 
against  many  difficulties  to  pay  their  way. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  take  the  matter 
up,  in  the  interest  of  the  honour  of  the  colony, 
and  compel  the  gentlemen  who  temporarily 
occupied  the  Treasury  benches  to  act  on  the 
lines  of  justice  and  honour.  If  there  was  any 
other  harbour  in  New  Zealond  that  had  a 
claim  such  as  they  had,  in  God's  name  let  the 
Government  meet  it,  and  act  fairly  and  justly. 
But  from  the  day  the  honourable  gentleman 
became  Premier  to  the  present  he  had  never 
assisted  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, although  that  honourable  gentleman 
followed  him  wherever  hn  might  lead.  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  ought  to  act  fairly  while  he 
had  yet  time.  He  was  endeavouring  to  mislead 
the  people;  but  the  mist  in  their  eyes  was 
clearing  away,  and  they  were  beginning  to  see 
him  in  his  true  light  os  the  greatest  political 
deceiver  that  ever  sat  on  the  Treasury  benches. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  said  that  tbe  letter  he 
(Mr.  McGuire)  wrote  to  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
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Barer  was  most  nnjast  to  the  bondholders.  If 
it  would  not  be  taking  up  too  much  time,  he 
would  read  that  communication  to  the  late 
Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer,  which  would 
completely  dispose  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's unfounded  assertion  ;  and  if  the  proposal 
he  made  had  been  carried  out  and  acted  upon 
the  trouble  would  have  been  removed  and 
justice  done  to  all  parties.  The  Government 
of  that  day  acted  most  unjustly,  and  he  now 
challenged  the  Premier  to  place  the  question 
before  an  independent  tribunal.  The  people 
in  his  district  were  willing  to  submit  it  to  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  would  be 
independent  of  the  Government,  and,  what- 
ever decision  the  Judge  arrived  at,  the  settlers 
were  willing  to  abide  by  that  decision;  and  he 
again  challenged  the  Premier,  and  he  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  take  up  the 
challenge  and  have  the  question  relegated  to  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  let  the  report 
of  the  Judge's  finding  be  brought  up  next 
session.  Ho  would  now  conclude,  and  reserve 
any  further  remarks  for  his  reply. 

Mr.  £.  M.  SMITH  had  no  desire  to  join  in 
the  debate,  but  the  honourable  member  for 
Sgmont  had  dragged  him  into  it,  and  he  must 
defend  his  position.  He  had  on  every  occasion 
done  his  best,  both  in  the  last  and  in  the 
present  Parliament,  to  get  redress  for  the  har- 
bour grievance ;  but  after  it  had  been  investi- 
gated by  a  Committee,  and  brought  up  before 
the  House  again  and  again,  he  could  see  plainly 
they  were  only  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
fuid  the  country  in  dealing  with  it  again  that 
session,  as  it  was  evident  the  Government  and 
the  House  would  do  nothing  to  help  the  rate- 
payers. Had  they  not  tested  the  House  over 
and  over  again  ?  A  deputation  from  the  Har- 
bour Board  had  waited  on  the  Government 
and  laid  their  financial  position  before  the 
Government,  and  they  had  replied  that  they 
could  not  accept  the  responsibility  of  taking 
over  the  harbour  debts  of  the  colony,  amount- 
ing to  five  millions.  He  did  not  wish  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  to  put  him  in 
a  false  position  by  putting  it  in  Hansard  that 
be  (Mr.  Smith)  hod  not  rendered  every  assist- 
ance in  his  power  to  get  the  case  thoroughly 
investigated.  It  was  well  known  to  honourable 
members  that  he  had  done  his  best  in  that  way  ; 
but  he  was  not  going  to  waste  his  time  and  the 
time  of  the  country  by  ding-donging  at  the 
question  in  and  out  of  season,  when  the  House 
would  not  listen  to  them,  and  no  vote  was 
to  be  taken.  When  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  the  Government  had  not  done  any- 
thing for  the  district  in  harbour  matters,  he 
might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
but  for  the  Government  coming  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  harbour  the  expenditure  of 
£250,000  would  have  been  a  sheer  waste  of 
money.  The  harbour  would  have  been  spoiled, 
-and  the  sand  would  have  accumulated,  so  that 
the  harbour  would  have  now  been  a  thing  of 
'the  past.  But  by  the  Government  and  the 
.House  making  provision  for  dredging  the  har- 
bour they  bad  saved  it,  and  now  the  "  Taka- 
^ona"  and  the  coasting-boats  could  enter  it 


OS  well  as  enter  the  Wellington  Harbour ;  and 
the  Government  should  not  be  slated  because 
they  did  not  see  their  way  to  accede  to  the 
request  of  the  deputation  from  the  Harbour 
Board  to  convert  the  harbour  loan.  He  did 
not,  however,  rise  to  speak  on  this  question. 
He  rose  to  speak  on  on  important  question  not 
only  affecting  his  own  district,  but  Auckland 
and  other  parts  of  the  colony.  This  was 
in  reference  to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Bsulway.  The  Premier  had  stated,  in  answer 
to  a  question,  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity to  set  up  a  Boyal  Commission  in  the 
matter;  and  he  quite  agreed  with  him.  All 
they  wanted  was  that  the  Government  should 
faithfully  and  honestly  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  House.  A  Committee  had 
been  set  up,  which,  after  investigation,  had 
reported,  and  the  result  was  that  their  recom- 
mendation had  been  carried  into  effect.  Sur- 
veyors had  been  sent  out  to  explore.  But 
what  he  did  dispute  was  the  information  that 
had  been  conveyed  to  the  Premier  by  his 
officers.  Why  should  a  public  ofiicer  give 
such  information  to  the  head  of  his  depart- 
ment as  would  override  a  direct  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Select  Committee  and  distinct  in- 
structions from  the  House  itself  ?  Let  anybody 
read  the  report,  and  he  would  undertake  to 
say  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hales,  the  Engioeer- 
in-Cbief ,  and  that  of  the  Survey  Engineer,  were 
quite  opposed  to  each  other.  He  wanted  to  put 
the  House  and  the  country  and  the  Premier 
in  possession  of  these  facts.  The  Premier  had 
stated  that  if  he  had  been  guided  by  his  offi- 
cers he  would  never  have  sent  the  survey  party 
out.  What  did  that  mean?  Then,  he  said 
he  had  withdrawn  the  survey  party  at  the 
recommendation  of  his  officers.  And  why? 
Had  the  officer  been  over  the  ground?  He 
(Mr.  Smith)  said,  Ko.  Had  he  devoted  suffi- 
cient of  his  time  to  investigate  the  case,  and 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts  ?  He 
^  Q  went  out  to  Urenui  from  the  hotel 
after  having  his  lunch,  and  yet  was 
back  in  time  for  his  supper.  He  saw  only  a 
short  distance  of  the  railway  route  from  the 
hill-side  at  Urenui,  and  yet  he  came  back  and 
told  them  he  was  going  to  withdraw  his  party. 
Was  that  an  investigation?  No;  it  was  a 
sheer  waste  of  public  money  to  send  a  party 
out,  providing  they  did  not  carry  their  survey 
right  through  to  Taumaranui.  They  should 
have  evidence  brought  down  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  this  session.  From  .the 
Sentry  Hill  Junction  to  the  Upper  Waitara 
Valley  there  was  only  a  distance  of  sixteen  or 
seventeen  miles,  and  the  country  was  such 
that  they  could  make  a  railway  easily.  The 
road  was  all  made,  and  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  the  way  ;  and,  in  fact,  until  they  got  to  the 
dividing-range  the  only  obstacle  on  the  route 
would  be  a  tunnel  of  60  or  65  chains  in 
length.  Let  them  call  witnesses  and  put  them 
on  oath  as  to  this  survey,  and  they  would  find 
that  the  statement  of  the  Engineer  was  in- 
correct. There  was  no  obstacle  in  the  route 
to  making  a  railway  from  the  Sentry  Hill 
Junction  to  Taumaranui,  a  distance  of  only 
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Bixty-flve  miles,  and,  aa  he  had  said,  there 
would  be  only  one  tunnel  in  the  whole  length. 
The  line  would  run  through  the  Upper  Wai- 
taxa  Valley,  and  there  was  magnificent  land  fit 
for  settlement  all  the  way  along.  Then,  once 
they  were  over  the  dividing  range  to  the 
Q^eaneraki  Valley,  they  oame  across  the  first 
deposits  of  coal.  There  was  enough  coal 
tiiere,  and  the  coal  was  so  easily  accessible 
that,  with  railway  communication,  for  4s. 
a  ton  they  could  supply  the  Government 
with  all  they  required.  He  defied  the  Go- 
vernment to  dispute  the  statement  he  was 
making.  If  they  were  to  set  up  Committees 
to  investigate  this  matter,  and  tben  withdraw 
the  survey  party  on  the  slender  pretext  that 
the  Engineer  was  going  to  investigate  the  case, 
he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  was  a  waste 
of  public  money  and  a  waste  also  of  the  time 
of  the  country.  If  the  Government  had  no 
confidence  in  Mr.  Donkin's  survey,  let  tliem 
send  a  party  of  their  own  through,  and  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  result.  He  was 
glad,  at  any  rate,  of  the  opportunity  of  putting 
this  in  the  records  of  Hansard,  in  order  that 
the  country  might  see  how  this  Engineer  had 
dealt  with  the  question.  He  should  have  gone 
and  camped  out  in  the  country  through  which 
the  line  of  survey  was  being  carried,  and  have 
made  himself  conversant  with  the  whole  thing. 
He  (Mr.  Smith)  did  not  interfere  with  the 
question  of  the  railway  between  Wellington 
and  the  North,  but  what  he  did  maintain  was 
this:  that  they  had  been  promised  from  the 
early  days  of  the  public- works  policy  that  they 
should  have  railway  connection  between  Tara- 
naki  and  Auckland :  and  he  defied  the  Govern- 
mient  and  their  Engineers  to  controvert  the 
statement  which  be  was  making,  that  there 
was  a  practicable  route  to  connect  Taranaki 
and  Auckland,  running  up  to  the  Mimi,  and 
for  some  distance  along  the  ooast-line.  i?hen, 
they  had  the  statement  in  one  of  the  papers 
that  Mr.  Wilson  Hursthouse,  one  of  the  Go- 
vernment Engineers,  had  recently  gone  from 
the  Upper  Mokau  Bail  way  -  station  to  the 
Awakino  Valley,  and  that  he  had  reported  that 
there  was  a  splendid  route  for  the  proposed 
lailway,  with  a  gradient  of  1  in  250.  Yet 
they  were  going  to  shelve  the  question,  and 
all  because  the  Government  Engineer  made 
an  unfavourable  report,  when  he  had  not  done 
his  work  properly.  He  (Mr.  Smith)  had  always 
held  this  officer  in  high  esteem,  and  bad  al- 
ways been  on  friendly  terms  with  him,  and 
he  wished  to  deal  fairly  with  every  officer 
in  the  Government  service  ;  but  when  they 
found  such  an  officer  leading  the  Govern- 
ment astray  by  making  a  report  that  could 
not  be  substantiated,  it  was  his  (lyir.  Smith's) 
duty,  as  the  representative  of  an  important 
constituency,  and  in  the  interests  of  both 
Taranaki  and  Auckland,  to  have  the  matter  set 
right.  And,  in  this  connection,  ho  was  very 
sorry  to  see  that  the  members  who  had  formed 
a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Goverrmient  in 
reference  to  this  matter  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session — he  meant  the  representatives  of 
Auckland — were  not  in  their  places  now.  He 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


wanted  the  Railway  League  in  Auckland  to 
know  that  the  only  members  from  their  dis- 
trict who  were  in  their  places  in  the  House 
while  this  matter  was  being  ventilated  were 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamcll  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden.  The  others  were 
all  absent  from  the  Chamber.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  would,  before  the  session  closed,  bring 
him  (Mr.  Smith)  face  to  face  with  this  En- 
gineer, and  would  allow  the  evidence  that  was 
now  available  to  be  adduced  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  Of  course,  if  he  could  not 
substantiate  what  he  had  stated  he  would 
admit  that  the  Engineer  was  right,  and  he 
would  not  ask  for  the  matter  to  go  further. 
But  he  would  insist  upon  exposing,  and  would 
do  his  "  level  best  "  to  ^pose,  such  reports  as 
these,  no  matter  if  they  were  from  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  colony.  He  pointed  to  the 
fact  that  a  track  had  been  cut  from  Urenui 
across  to  Taumaranui,  and  the  QovemmeBt  had 
spent  only  £150  in  having  that  track  cut.  Then 
they  sent  out  a  surveyor,  and  he  retried 
that  he  had  been  over  the  track ;  aipd  then 
they  started  this  survey  headed  by  Mr.  Donkin. 
If  they  had  lost  confidence  in  that  Engineer, 
they  should  change  him  ;  but,  because  the 
Government  had  no  confidence  in  him,  were 
they  to  lose  this  route  ?  They  bad  any  amount 
of  people  on  this  line  prepared  to  take  up  land. 
They  knew  it  would  be  one  of  the  best-paying 
railways  in  New  Zealand.  And  they  would  not 
cease  to  agitate  the  matter  until  a  line  had 
been  made  to  connect  Taranaki  with  Auckland. 
There  were  nine  million  acres  of  land  there 
awaiting  development  by  railways  and  roads. 
He  knew  the  Government  were  doing  well  in  the 
making  of  roads  in  his  district,  and  they  were 
settling  the  land;  but  they  could  not  develop- 
the  resources  of  the  mineral  lands  until  a  redl- 
way  was  made  between  Taranaki  and  Auck- 
land. He  was  prepared  to  bring  evidence 
which  would  prove  that  there  was  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  connecting  Taranaki  with  Auck- 
land by  railway,  and  this  evidence  meant  that 
the  information  which  Mr.  Hales  had  oould  not 
be  substantiated.  There  could  be  no  reliance 
placed  upon  it,  for  he  did  not  go  over  the  traok 
and  did  not  sufficiently  investigate  tlie  case  to 
warrant  him  in  going  before  the  Government 
and  giving  them  such  information  as  to  lead' 
them  to  withdraw  that  survey  party.  He 
hoped  the  Minister,  if  he  did  not  hear  this 
speech,  would  at  least  read  it  in  Hansard, 
and  that  then  he  would  give  him  (Mr.  Smith) 
the  assurance  that  he  would  carry  oat  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  and  would 
have  the  railway  route  properly  surveyed.  If 
that  report  went  against  the  people  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  the  Minister  then  said  it  was  not 
practicable  to  make  this  railway  owing  to  the 
engineering  difficulties,  they  would  bow  to  that 
decision  and  cease  to  agitate.  But  until  then 
they  would  continue  to  agitate,  no  matter 
whether  the  present  Government  was  in  power 
or  any  other  Government.  It  was  their  duty 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  people  in  a. 
right  and  proper  manner,  and  not  to  be  coerced 
by  any  action  of  any  Qovemment. 
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Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man blamed  the  Oovemment  for  withdrawing 
these  surveyors.  He  thought  the  Government 
■were  only  to  blame  for  yielding  to  the  pres- 
sure brought  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
a  few  others  and  taking  away  money  belonging 
to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Fund  to 
be  expended  upon  useless  surveys  in  a  part  of 
the  country  that  the  Premier  must  know  was 
unsuitable  for  a  railway,  and  against  the  ad- 
vice of  his  officers.  There  was  no  question  but 
that  they  should  get  on  with  the  Makohine 
Gorge  Viaduct,  and  in  delaying  this  work  they 
were  not  dealing  with  the  money  available  for 
this  railway  as  they  ought  to  do.  It  might  be 
that  the  balance  of  money  still  lying  to  the 
credit  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  was 
very  low,  but  there  was  no  reason  that  he  knew 
o(  why  that  line  should  not  partake  of  a  share 
of  the  money  transferred  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  It  was  as  well  entitled  to  it  as  any 
work  in  the  colony ;  especially  as  for  years 
past  the  funds  borrowed  for  this  trunk  line 
hod  been  diverted  to  road-making,  to  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  snagging  a  river,  and  for  the 
payment  of  a  steamer's  subsidy.  Money  was 
received  as  they  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
the  Native  lands  purchased  along  the  route 
of  this  North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  and 
some  part  of  this  money  should  be  made 
available  for  completing  this  part  of  the  rail- 
way. It  was  not  creditable  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  Administration  that  twelve 
or  thirteen  miles  of  the  completed  line  be- 
yond the  Gorge  should  be  lying  idle  and 
unavailable,  with  the  roads  on  the  other 
«ide  in  an  impa-ssable  state,  and  traffic  stopped 
with  the  interior.  There  was  no  need  for  the 
colony  to  spend  largo  sums  of  money  in  making 
that  road  when  tbey  were  making  a  railway 
alongside  it.  The  fair  thing  would  be  that 
money  should  be  found  this  session  to  put  that 
work  in  hand.  He  hoped  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would,  in  a  spirit  of  fair-play,  look- 
ing to  the  importance  of  the  work,  see  his  way 
to  make  provision  for  the  completion  of  this 
viaduct. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  revert  to 
the  subject  of  the  Taranaki  Harbour  endow- 
ments, which  hod  been  so  ably  and  earnestly 
brought  before  the  attention  of  the  House  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  In  con- 
nection with  that  subject,  he  thought  it  was 
very  unfortunate  that  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  should  have  been  so  easily 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  held  that  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  taken  a  more  determined  stand  better 
terms  would  have  been  obtained  for  the  dis- 
trict. If  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  had  backed  up  his  colleague  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  more  deter- 
minedly in  connection  with  the  endowments, 
the  settlers  might  have  expected  some  mea- 
sure of  relief  to  follow.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber had  indicated  that  he  was  satisfied  with 
the  answer  given  by  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  the  endowments.  He  (Mr.  Hutohi- 
«on)  thought  it  was  matter  for  grave  dissatis- 


faction; but,  as  long  as  honourable  member* 
delivered  themselves,  practically,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  they  need  ex- 
pect nothing  but  dissatisfaction.  There  was 
before  them  just  now  an  illustration  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  on  the  subject. 
There  was  the  Premier  asleep.  He  did  not 
even  give  the  remarks  of  his  follower,  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth,  either 
on  the  subject  of  the  endowments  or  on  the 
subject  of  the  railway,  the  least  attention. 
U'nless  the  members  for  the  district  stood  to- 
gether and  determined  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  ventilating  their  grievances  they 
might  expect  Taranaki  grievances  to  be  con- 
tinually put  off  by  the  Ministry,  for  the  Grovem- 
ment  knew  they  held  the  vote  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  quite  safe ;  and 
consequently,  the  representation  of  Taranaki 
being  divided  on  the  subject  of  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  endowment,  they  could  expect 
nothing  satisfactory.  As  it  happened,  the 
golden  opportunity  had  been  lost  tihrough  the 
indifference  of  the  Government.  Time  was 
when  the  bondholders  would  have  been  con- 
tent, and  were  even  anxious,  to  accept  a 
con>promise,  if  he  might  call  it  so ;  but  the 
Government  were  quite  careless,  or  worse. 
Now,  through  the  delay  which  had  occurred, 
the  favourable  opportunity  had  probably  been 
lost,  chiefly,  as  he  thought,  through  the  dis- 
sension among  the  members  from  that  part  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  would  like  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  He  had  never  disagreed 
with  the  other  members  from  his  district  on 
this  subject.  They  had  always  worked  on  the 
one  platform. 

Mr.  MITCHEL30N  would  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reply  to  a  statement  made  by 
the  Premier  in  regard  to  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  between  Wellington  and 
Auckland.  He  must  confess  he  was  somewhat 
disappointed  at  the  answer  given  to  his  ques- 
tion by  the  Premier.  He  hod  hoped  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  take  up  a  better 
and  more  reasonable  position  than  he  had 
taJcen.  It  was  quite  time  that  this  question  of 
routes  was  settled,  as  it  had  been  hanging 
over  sufficiently  long.  He  would  impress  upon 
the  Government  the  necessity  for  setting  the 
matter  at  rest  once  and  for  all.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell  that  it  would  be  absolutely  useless  to  send 
the  matter  to  the  Railways  Committee,  as  that 
Committee  had  at  the  present  time  more  work 
than  could  be  completed  this  session,  so  that  it 
would  be  quite  incompetent  to  undertake  such' 
a  question  as  this.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  a  large  portion  of  this  loan  had 
been  used  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands, 
and  that  those  lands  were  acquired  under  the 
authority  of  an  Act  of  this  House.  That  was 
quite  true  ;  but  the  circumstances  had  altered 
considerably  since  the  Act  was  passed.  At  the 
time  the  Act  was  passed  the  mode  of  disposing 
of  the  Crown  lands  of  the  colony  was  somewhat 
different  from  the  mode  in  vogue  at  the  present 
time ;  and,  if  the  railway  had  to  wait  until  the 
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fands  were  available  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
Bale  of  lands,  then  the  progress  made  with  the 
construction  of  this  line  would  be  very  poor 
indeed.  Then,  there  was  another  question. 
These  lands  were  disposed  of,  under  the  exist- 
ing Land  Act,  under  the  lease-in-perpetuity 
and  other  systems,  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  money  had  to  be  paid  over  to  local  bodies  by 
way  of  "thirds"  and  "  fourths,"  such  as  was 
never  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
lioan  Application  Act.  There  was  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  loan  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
making  surveys,  roads,  bridges,  snaggmg  the 
Wanganui  River,  et  cetera.  The  Minister  of 
LandB  had  admitted  that  the  sum  of  £80,000 
had  been  spent  on  one  road  alone — the  road  be- 
tween Pipiriki  and  Karioi  —  and  honourable 
members  must  admit  that  the  Government 
could  find  ways  and  means  to  obtain  money  for 
other  purposes  of  far  less  importance  than  the 
construction  of  this  railway  between  Wellington 
and  Auckland.  The  answer  they  gave  in  this 
respect  was  most  unsatisfactory  to  himself,  and 
he  was  sure  it  could  not  be  satisfactory  to 
honourable  members  who  came  from  the  dis- 
trict he  had  the  honour  to  represent.  Money 
was  found  for  the  continuation  of  railways  in 
various  parts  of  the  colony  of  much  less  im- 
portance, and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  make  some  provision  in  addi- 
tion to  that  which  the  Premier  stated  would  bo 
available  under  Part  I.  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  If  that  were  not  done,  then  it  would  be 
a  question  as  to  when  this  railway  would  be 
completed.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Dnthie)  had  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  construction  of  the  viaduct  near 
Ohingaiti,  and,  as  settlement  was  progressing 
at  a  very  rapid  rate  in  that  part  of  the  colony, 
he  thought  the  Government  should  commence 
this  work,  and  render  aid  to  those  people  who 
were  about  taking  up  land  in  the  Awarua  Block, 
which  was  at  the  present  time  being  opened 
up  by  the  Crown.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  do  something  this  session  to  legislate, 
first,  for  the  further  and  more  rapid  progress 
of  the  line,  and  something  to  determine  which 
route  the  line  should  take. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  most  be  patent  to 
honourable  members  that  the  Government  were 
considerably  hampered  in  respect  of  questions, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  thero  were  so  many 
motions  for  adjournment  moved.  He  should 
have  thought,  at  that  period  of  the  session,  that 
members  would  wish  to  get  through  the  work 
and  go  home,  and  that  those  members  who 
might  not  feel  exactly  satisfied  with  answers 
they  received  to  questions  would  show  some  for- 
bearance. The  Government  naturally  wished 
to  avoid  these  adjournments  by,  in  their  replies, 
avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  saying  anything 
that  would  provoke  debate.  The  honourable 
member  knew  very  well  that  the  Public  Works 
Statement  would  be  down  very  shortly,  and  in 
that  Statement  the  Government  would  say 
what  they  intended  to  do  in  reference  to  this 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  As  regards  the 
tonte,  the  honourable  member  told  the  House 
Mr.  MitchtUon 


that  £70,000  was  available  for  the  work.  What 
could  they  do  with  that  money?  It  would 
take  more  than  that  for  the  Makohine  Viaduct, 
and  the  completion  of  this  line,  say,  to  the 
tunnel  at  the  northern  end  of  the  Mokau  would 
take  about  half  the  money;  and,  when  it  was 
done,  what  use  would  it  be  ?  What  use  was 
there  to  trouble  about  the  question  of  routes 
until  such  time  as  there  were  moneys  available 
for  the  completion  of  t&e  work  ?  He  said  un- 
hesitatingly—and speaking  very  plainly — that 
to  make  railways  before  settlement  could  pos- 
sibly take  place  was  a  mistake,  more  particu- 
larly when  there  were  lands  already  taken  up 
with  no  roads  yet  made  to  them.  If  he  were 
a  representative  of  the  Auckland  District,  not- 
withstanding all  that  had  been  said  as  regarded 
the  immediate  necessity  for  finishing  this 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  he  would 
say  that  to  make  a  road  from  below  the  tunnel 
to  connect  Taranaki  directly  with  the  Waikato 
and  Auckland  would  be  far  more  important 
to  the  Auckland  District.  It  would  tend  to 
promote  settlement,  and  would  give  far  greater 
advantages  to  the  settlers  than  would  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway.  That  was  the  view 
he  held  upon  the  point.  Now,  as  regarded  tho 
viaduct,  he  admitted  that  settlement  beyond 
that  point  was  going  on  very  rapidly.  There 
was  a  large  amount  of  work  done  on  the  other 
side  of  the  line,  and  any  moneys  spent  in  that 
direction,  where  the  line  was  completed,  were 
moneys  well  spent.  As  regarded  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  so  as  to  complete-  the  lino  to  a 
point  below  the  tunnel,  that  was  money  well 
spent.  Then,  coming  to  the  next  question, 
that  of  finding  money  to  complete  the  Mako- 
hine Viaduct :  if  they  came  down  with  a  pro- 
posal to  borrow  money  for  that  purpose  the 
honourable  member  would  be  the  first  to  aesail 
the  Government.  Honourable  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  would  immediately  make  it 
a  pretext  for  an  attack  upon  the  Government. 
They  asked  questions  with  a  view  of  getting 
tlie  Government  to  give  answers,  and  on  those 
answers  they  attacked  the  Government.  The 
Government  were  quite  right  to  evade  as  far  as 
possible  any  attack  being  made  in  regard  to 
those  questions. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  about  the  Land 
Fund? 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked,  what  did  the  honourable 
member  say  when  they  asked  that  the  Land 
Fund  should  be  applied  for  the  construction  of 
the  Otago  Central  Railway?  That  was  the 
very  point  upon  which  the  Government  were 
attacked.  If  it  was  done  in  one  case  it  would 
have  to  be  done  all  round.  They  might  as  well 
apply  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Otago  Central  Railway ;  but,  if 
that  was  proposed,  they  would  at  once  have 
honourable  members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
objecting  to  the  moneys  being  used  for  that 
purpose.  Then,  as  regarded  the  land  that  htA 
been  purchased :  it  was  not  quite  settled  yet. 
There  had  been  no  opportunity  of  turning  it 
into  cash.  The  honourable  gentleman  heA 
asked  the  question  whether  it  would  require 
legislation  to  do  so.    The  Government  were 
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doing  their  best,  and  when  the  Pnblio  Works 
Statement  came  down  he  felt  sure  the  Govern- 
ment -would  be  congratulated  by  honourable 
members  on  the  course  they  had  taken.  As  to 
the  statement  in  reference  to  New  Plymouth 
Harbour,  if  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
thought  for  a  moment  that  he  was  promoting 
the  welfare  of  that  Harbour  Board  by  taking 
up  four  or  five  afternoons  during  the  session  to 
bring  the  question  before  the  House,  and  thus 
wasting  the  time  and  placing  an  additional 
burden  on  the  taxpayers,  he  was  making  a 
great  mistake.  Parliament  was  not  prepared 
to  take  over  these  harbour  loans  and  saddle 
them  on  the  shoulders  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony.  There  was  no  doubt  that  a  mistake 
was  made  as  regarded  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour,  but  when  that  large  expenditure  was 
entered  upon  the  people  no  doubt  had  their 
eyes  open  as  to  what  it  wonld  involve.  The 
bondholders  had  a  right  to  be  paid.  The 
moneys  must  be  raised  locally  for  the  purpose, 
and  any  attempt  made  to  force  this  on  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony  would  be  resisted  to  the 
utmost. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— What  about  the  endow- 
ments? 

Mr.  SBDDOK  said  there  had  been  no 
material  change  in  that  respect.  The  honour- 
able member's  new-born  zeal  in  the  interests 
of  the  bondholders  of  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  was  somewhat  amusing,  because  he 
and  the  honourable  member  both  knew  of  the 
existence  of  a  communication  the  honourable 
member  sent  to  the  late  Premier,  in  which 
be  pointed  out  that  then  was  the  time  — 
then  wa&  the  opportunity.  If  they  let  it  stand 
over  until  June,  the  Board  itself  would  be  able 
to  pay  its  interest ;  but  if  they  coUared  the 
bonds  then,  the  bondholders  would  not  know  if 
the  interest  would  be  met  in  June.  He  said, 
"  Strike  the  iron  while  it  is  hot.  Let  the  colony 
take  it  over,  and  then  there  is  an  end  to  the 
matter."  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a 
good  memory  he  would  remember  that.  But 
the  Government  could  not  see  their  way  to 
do  anything  that  was  dishonourable,  and  they 
would  be  no  party  to  a  questionable  transac- 
tion. If  this  matter  was  to  be  brought  up  time 
after  time,  thereby  causing  a  great  waste  of 
time  every  afternoon,  all  he  had  to  say  was  that 
it  proved  the  honourable  member  to  be  un- 
reasonable. The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  was  an  out-and-out  supporter  of  the 
Government.  He  had  brought  this  question 
before  the  House  time  after  time,  and  urged 
the  Government  reasonably ;  but  they  had  had 
to  resist  him,  just  as  they  had  to  resist  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite.  The  Govern- 
ment were  desirous  of  rendering  every  assist- 
ance possible  to  any  part  of  the  colony,  but  it 
would  be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the  colony  if  they 
were  to  attempt  to  saddle  the  country  with  all 
these  Harbour  Board  loans.  He  hoped  they 
would  bear  no  more  about  this  during  the 
session,  and,  instead  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House,  he  hoped  honourable  members  would 
get  on  with  the  business  of  the  country. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  agreed  with  the  Premier  that 


it  was  a  mistake  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  continually  at  this  period  of  the 
session.  There  was  only  one  point  he  wished 
to  touoh  upon,  and  that  was  in  reference  to 
the  North  bland  Trunk  Bailway.    He  thought 

.  q»  the  first  consideration  of  the  Public 
'  Works  Department  should  be  to  com- 
plete the  viaduct  that  had  been  mentioned.  If 
that  were  done  it  would  tend  to  open  up  good 
land  and  would  be  an  immense  benefit  to  the 
colony.  He  submitted  that,  as  some  of  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan  money  had  been 
spent  in  road-making  and  in  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  both  those  portions  of  the  loan 
should  be  returned  to  it.  That  was  only  fair 
and  honest :  in  fact,  it  would  be  dishonest  not 
to  do  BO.  As  to  the  amoimt  which  had  been 
spent  in  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  that 
ought  to  be  kept  in  a  separate  account,  and, 
so  soon  as  the  land  was  disposed  of,  the  income 
from  that  land  should  be  specially  set  aside 
for  that  loan.  In  asking  that  no  person  was 
asking  anything  unfair.  As  to  the  route,  the 
Auckland  people,  by  desiring  the  line  to  go 
vid  Taranaki,  had  delayed  this  matter  very 
considerably.  The  central  route  was  the 
proper  route.  He  had  always  held  that  opin- 
ion, and  had  never  varied  in  regard  to  it.  It 
was  settled  by  a  Committee  of  that  House, 
which  was  almost  unanimous.  There  was 
only  one  member — the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery, 
of  the  Legislative  Council — who  was  opposed 
to  the  central  route.  Ail  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  came  to  the  decision 
that  the  central  route  was  the  route,  and  this 
spending  of  money  on  surveys  of  routes  was  a 
waste  of  money.  The  central  route  would 
open  up  a  large  quantity  of  land.  Eight  or 
nine  years  ago  he  made  the  same  statement. 
He  would  not  take  up  any  further  time,  but  he 
hoped  the  Public  Works  Statement  would  soon 
be  brought  down,  and  that  the  lines  he  had  in- 
dicated would  be  followed  in  connection  with 
this  railway.  No  doubt  all  these  discussions 
about  routes,  railways,  and  everything  else 
arose  from  the  Public  Works  Statement  not 
being  down.  This  was  the  longest  time  in  the 
colony's  history  that  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment had  been  delayed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  have  New  Plymouth 
bonds  to  do  with  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it,  but  the  other  question,  about  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  line,  had  led  to  half 
the  discussion  this  time.  It  was  utterly  wrong 
to  keep  back  the  Public  Works  Statement. 
Last  year  he  urged  the  Premier  to  bring  down 
the  Public  Works  Statement  promptly.  It 
was  contrary  to  the  proper  carrying-on  of  all 
business  to  have  it  delayed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  I  admit  that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  there  had  never  been 
such  delay  as  this  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  have  not  got  the  money 
yet. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  need  the  money  to  bring  down 
the  Public   Works  Statement.     In  mgland 
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the  custom  was  to  fix  on  the  works  they  were 
going  to  nndertake,  and  then  to  bring  down 
the  Statement. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  such  a  system  were 
pursued  here  it  would  land  the  colony  in  finan- 
cial difficulty. 

Mr.  BUTTON  could  not  allow  the  debate  to 
pass  without  saying  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
It.  The  money  that  was  taken  from  the  vote 
passed  by  the  House  for  the  main  line  between 
Wellington  and  Auckland  had  been  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  no  doubt ;  and, 
that  having  been  diverted,  provision  should  be 
made,  in  all  fairness,  that  the  fund  should  be 
recouped  again.  When  Lhe  land  was  sold  the 
proceeds  should  be  set  apart  in  order  that  they 
might  be  applied  towards  the  repayment  of 
this  money.  They  must  not  forget  that  they 
would  not  be  able,  out  of  that  fund,  to  recoup 
the  whole  amount,  because  the  conditions  con- 
nected with  the  selling  of  land  had  changed. 
Since  the  money  was  taken  to  purchase  land 
the  local  bodies  had  received  one-third  of  the 
price  of  the  land  sold.  At  that  time  it  was 
sold  for  cash.  Now  there  were  deferred  pay- 
ments, and  all  sorts  of  arrangements,  and  the 
local  bodies  received  the  "  thirds."  Connecting 
Auckland  with  Taranaki  and  Wellington  by 
rail  was  a  very  important  matter.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  Premier  that,  if  the  railway 
was  not  available  or  practicable  at  present 
for  want  of  funds,  then  they  should  have  a 
good  road  that  could  be  used  for  driving  stock. 
It  would  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  have 
a  road  by  which  stock  could  be  driven  to  the 
Waikato  district.  That  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  Waikato,  and  also  to  Auckland. 
With  regard  to  borrowing  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  railway,  he  was  still  consistent  with 
the  remarks  he  had  made  already  on  that  sub- 
ject. Even  if  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  making 
this  railway,  he  should  be  opposed  to'  borrowing 
until  the  country  bad  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion  upon  this  question  of 
borrowing.  It  was  a  burning  question  at  the 
last  election  whether  or  not  money  was  to  be 
borrowed,  and  whether  the  colony  should  go 
further  into  debt.  All-round  pledges  were  ex- 
torted from  the  candidates  that  no  further 
borrowing  should  take  place.  If  the  country 
had  changed  its  mind,  the  electors  should  be 
consulted  on  this  matter.  He  was  rather  dis- 
posed to  think  that  for  road  and  railway  pur- 
Soses,  perhaps,  the  country,  or  some  of  the 
istricts  of  the  country,  might  have  changed 
their  minds;  but  until  that  was  referred  to 
them  he  should  be  opposed  to  borrowing  even 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  railroad. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  consider  the  claims 
that  Auckland,  Taranaki,  and  Waikato  had 
upon  that  House  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  The  moneys  that  were  voted  by  that 
House  had  been  diverted,  and  consequently  no 
road  had  been  made  ;  and  he  pressed  the  claims 
of  these  districts  upon  the  House  ;  and  perhaps 
before  long  some  way  would  be  devised  by 
which  some  measure  of  justice  might  be  done 
to  these  districts. 
Mi.  CROWTHEP.  said  that  as  be  bad  not 
Sir  R.  Stout 


been  in  the  House  during  the  whole  of  this  de- 
bate he  was  more  or  less  at  a  disadvantage,  but 
since  being  elected  he  had  tried  to  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  requirements  and  the 
condition  of  things  in  relation  to  this  busi- 
ness as  far  as  he  had  been  able.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  statement  just  made  by 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  in  one  respect,  that  of  all  things 
necessary  that  viaduct  seemed  to  him  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  at  this  end, 
because  already  there  was  a  very  large  number 
of  settlers  beyond  it.  The  railway  was  already 
made — that  was,  the  formation — and  if  this 
crossing  were  clear  it  would  necessitate  com- 
paratively little  outlay  to  have  the  trains  run- 
ning to  an  important  township  that  already 
existed.  There  was  a  large  population  there. 
There  were  two  bakers'  shops,  two  or  three 
butchers'  shops,  and  throe  publichouses. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  would  not  say  Sir 
Robert  Stout  advocated  it  on  that  account? 

Mr.  OROWTHER  said  Sir  Robert  Stout  had 
learned  to  know  that  he  was  not  all  the  world, 
nor  even  all  New  Zealand.  He  had  learned  to 
know  that,  like  the  rest  of  the  members,  and 
had  to  go  with  the  tide,  and  it  was  a  very  uphill 
business  to  go  against  it.  On  tlie  other  hand, 
he  thought  the  honourable  member  was  right 
in  saying  that  Parliament  would  have  very 
much  greater  pleasure  in  voting  the  sums  if 
the  Govenunent  would  first  show  tbem  what 
their  estimates  were.  The  Premier  shook  his 
head  at  that.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  wrong 
way  of  doing  business  to  ask  the  House  to  vote 
BO  many  thousands,  and  then  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  suggest  to  the  House  in  what  *way  the 
money  should  be  spent.  The  expenditure  should 
first  be  suggested,  and  then  the  House  should 
be  asked  for  a  lump  sum.  Then  honourable 
members  could  satisfy  themselves  whether  a 
lesser  amount  would  suffice.  It  would  enable 
members  to  pass  their  own  opinions  as  to  the 
fairness  or  otherwise  of  the  allocation.  If,  as 
it  seemed  was  the  course  adopted  last  session, 
this  part  of  the  business  was  not  laid  before 
the  House  until  two  days  before  the  House 
rose,  he  was  quite  sure  the  matter  could  not  be 
gone  properly  into  in  such  a  time.  It  was  bis 
duty  also  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  what  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  said  about 
these  surveys.  He  (Mr.  Crowther)  gave  the 
Government  credit  for  having  granted  those 
survey  expeditions  with  a  view  of  finding  the 
best  route.  The  best  route  could  not  be  fixed 
until  the  surveys  were  made.  He  thought  that 
every  month  they  had  been  acquiring  informa- 
tion that  would  hereafter  be  useful  to  them. 
The  surveys  made  seemed  to  have  cost  a  certain 
amount  of  money,  but  he  could  not  believe  the 
money  had  been  wasted.  It  seemed  to  him  the 
expenditure  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
that  they  might  acquire  the  necessary  know- 
ledge to  determine  the  most  judicious  way  ot 
expending  the  money.  Such  being  the  case, 
be  did  not  think  the  money  had  been  thrown 
away.  They  knew  the  Wellington  people  had  all 
along  favoured  the  central  route.  If  it  transpired 
that  that  was  the  best  route  in  the  interMt  of 
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the  colony  as  a  whole,  he  did  not  think  there 
woDid  be  strong  opposition  to  that  decision. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
and  all  other  members  who  had  a  strong  desire 
lo  have  a  connection  between  Auckland  and 
Taranaki,  would  not  fight  against  circumstances 
which  they  could  not  possibly  control,  if  it  were 
quite  clearly  shown  to  them  that  the  central 
route  was  the  best  one  in  the  interests  of  the 
country.  He  was  in  hopes  that  this  system 
would  be  followed,  because  since  he  had  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Wellington  end  he  was  more  strongly  in  favour 
of  it  than  he  could  have  been  before.  There 
was  beautiful  land  here.  There  was  timber. 
People  were  getting  their  houses  up  and  form- 
ing townships  in  a  place  where  two  years  ago 
he  was  sure  no  one  could  have  believed  that 
it  was  possible  to  form  a  township  at  all. 
These  places  were  continuously  growing,  and 
(he  settlers  were  extremely  anxious  to  make 
homes  for  themselves.  This  township  which 
he  referred  to  was  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from 
Hunterville,  and  the  road-formation,  and  all 
the  surroundings,  were  extremely  expensive  in 
the  way  of  getting  the  necessaries  of  life  from 
the  place  where  the  train  stopped  miming  at 
present.  If  the  Glovernment  would  follow  this 
matter  to  a  finish,  and  allow  these  surveys  to 
go  on,  so  as  to  eJlow  some  finality  to  bo  arrived 
at,  the  matter  could  be  pressed  forward  at  a 
greater  speed  than  had  hitherto  been  the  case. 
So  far  as  ha  was  individually  concerned,  he 
was  determined,  as  far  as  his  efforts  would 
allow  him,  to  assist  in  carrying  on  this  work, 
and  nothing  would  keep  him  back.  He  should 
make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
route  and  the  expense,  and  what  facilities  the 
railroad  would  afford  to  the  community.  He 
ought  also  to  say  that,  with  regard  to  get- 
ting the  work  pushed  on  at  the  other  end — the 
Anokland  end — there  seemed  to  bo  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  now.  It  was  simply  the  want  of 
money.  The  most  difficult  part  of  the  works 
was  partly  done.  The  deep  cutting  had  been 
completed,  and  ere  long  he  supposed  the  rail- 
way would  be  opened  right  up  to  the  North 
End  Tunnel.  That  being  easy  country  to  travel 
«ver,  it  would  not  take  a  largo  sum  of  money 
to  get  the  railway  pushed  on.  The  most  to  be 
done  now — and  he  conld  say  it  was  being  done 
at  this  end — was  to  get  the  necessary  plate- 
laying  done,  stations  built,  and  other  con- 
veniences, which  of  necessity  must  follow  the 
formation  of  the  line,  attended  to.  Ho  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  their  way  in  the 
near  future  to  press  on  this  business.  He  did 
not  know  what  the  difficulties  were  in  convert- 
ing the  money  back  again,  but  supposed  that 
was  the  great  difficulty — the  want  of  money. 
But,  since  honourable  members  had  recently 
been  in  the  habit  of  talking  of  millions  in  a 
-very  lavish  way,  he  thought  it  was  very  pos- 
sible that  when  they  met  again  they  might 
1)6  able  to  devise  some  means  of  finding  the 
money. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  this  was  a  matter  of  the 
j^eatest  possible  importance  to  the  district  he 
and  other  northern  members  represented :  in 


fact,  it  was  of  great  importance  to  every  part  of 
the  Auckland  Province.  Such  being  the  case, 
he  would  like  to  refer  very  briefly  to  one  or  two 
statements  made  by  the  Premier.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  told  the  House,  in  speaking  of 
the  Main  Trunk  Railway,  that  it  was  a  mis- 
take to  make  railways  ahead  of  settlement. 
But  he  forgot  that  this  railway  was  to  connect 
large  centres — Auckland  and  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  Auckland  and  New  Plymouth.  So 
that  it  could  not  be  said  that  this  railway  was 
being  made  in  one  sense  ahead  of  .settlement. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  there  was 
no  money  available.  He  apparently  had  for- 
gotten that  a  sum  of  money  was  borrowed  to 
construct  this  railway,  and  out  of  that  money 
half  a  million  had  been  spent  in  baying  Native 
land  and  in  constructing  roads  and  bridges. 
Money  should  be  available  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  our  railway  system  in  the  North 
Island.  If  no  money  was  available  for  making 
railways,  how  could  money  be  found  for  con- 
necting the  west  coast  of  the  South  Island 
with  Canterbury — the  line  running  over  a  snow- 
clad  range,  where  no  settlement  could  take 
place  ?  Seeing  that  this  matter  was  so  import- 
ant to  the  Province  of  Auckland,  he  thought 
the  people  of  Auckland  had  been  wonderfully 
patient  about  it.  So  far  as  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  colony  was  concerned, 
they  might  as  well  have  been  on  an  island. 
Ha  did  not  think  the  people  of  Otago  would 
have  allowed  themselves  to  be  put  ofi  in  that 
way — to  have  had  an  immense  area  of  their 
land  locked  up  from  settlement,  as  had  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Province  of  Auckland. 
From  communications  which  he  had  noticed  in 
the  Auckland  papers  lately  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  people  of  Auckland  were 
beginning  to  realise  that  this  was  a  question  of 
very  much  more  importance  to  them  than 
as  to  who  occupied  tno  Ministerial  benches, 
or  whether,  for  instance,  the  liquor  traffic 
should  be  controlled  by  a  three-fifths  majority, 
or  whether  there  should  be  the  direct  veto,  or 
as  to  many  other  questions  about  which  the 
country  and  that  House  occasionally  got  ex- 
cited. The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  had  referred  to  the  question  of  the  route. 
So  far  as  he  was  personally  concerned,  he  oould 
express  no  opinion  as  to  which  was  the  best 
route,  but  he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  difference  of  opinion  in 
this  respect  in  Auckland  had  hiudercd  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway.  The  people,  however, 
were  rapidly  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
railway  must  be  made,  and  they  would  very 
soon  demand  that  on  this  question  their  repre- 
sentatives must  he  united,  or,  if  not,  out  they 
would  go  on  the  very  first  opportunity.  They 
were  only  asking  that  justice  should  be  done 
to  Auckland,  and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  whatever  Ministry  occupied  the  Government 
benches  to  see  that  money  was  found  for  the 
construction  of  this  railway. 

Mr.  LAWRY  entirely  deprecated  the  action 
of  the  Premier  when  a  question  of  this  nature 
wag  brought  before  the  House.  To  the  north 
part  of  this  Island  this  was  a  question  of  very 
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large  importance.  It  waR  of  far  greater  im- 
portance than  many  of  the  Bills  which  were 
brought  before  the  House.  To  those  members 
representing  the  northern  districts  this  was 
a  question  of  vital  importance ;  and,  indeed, 
it  was  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the 
colony  itself.  He  was  very  desirous,  as  he  had 
indicated  by  questions  which  he  had  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper,  to  have  this  question 
of  the  route  settled  once  and  for  ever.  If  it 
could  be  shown  to  him  that  the  central  route 
was  the  best  route  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  accept  the  de- 
cision of  an  independent  jury  that  might  come 
to  such  a  conclusion,  and  he  would  loyally 
support  any  Government,  or  House  in  which 
he  might  be  a  member,  in  carrying  that  rail- 
way into  practical  effect.  He  might  say  that 
he  knew  more  about  this  question  than  any 
other  layman  iu  Kew  Zealand,  and  for  this 
reason  :  He  had  been  over  the  whole  three 
tracks  which  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  that  afternoon.  He  did  not  know 
very  much  about  engineering  matters,  but  he 
did  know  what  the  quality  of  land  was.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout),  like  other  Wellington  members,  and 
like  the  Premier  himself,  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
was  absolutely  in  favour  of  the  central  route, 
without  having  any  practical  information  him- 
self as  to  the  nature  of  the  country  or  the 
engineering  difiBculties. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Premier  had  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  at  all. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  in  Auckland  be  distinctly  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  central 
route ;  and  he  (Mr.  Lawry),  being  an  Auckland 
member,  and  being  in  favour  of  the  Stratford 
route,  was  almost  insulted  by  the  Premier  for 
expressing  such  an  opinion  on  the  matter. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  said  he  was  in  favour  of  thecentral 
route.  Why,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  hod 
not  been  in  favour  of  that  route  he  would  never 
have  been  elected  for  Wellington.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  like  the  Premier  and  others, 
advocated  the  central  route  without  knowing 
anything  about  the  matter.  As  to  the  Com- 
mittee's report  which  had  been  referred  to,  had 
any  other  report  been  brought  up  the  Atkinson 
Government  would  have  gone  out  of  o£Sce. 
What  did  they  do  7  They  sent  evidence  to  the 
Auckland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  said, 
"  Vou  must  support  the  central  route  or  no 
route  at  all." 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— The  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment were  not  in  office.  It  was  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Government. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — Not  when  the  question  of 
route  was  decided. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said  the  question  of  the  route 
was  decided  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  was  fighting  the  late  member  for 
Egmont  for  the  Egmont  seat.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  was  then  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  and  he  decided  on  the  route 
without  seeing  it  at  all.  If  the  honourable 
Mr.  Lawry 


gentleman  had  not  then  reported  in  favonr  of 
the  central  route  the  then  Premier  might  have 
lost  his  seat,  and  the  Government  would  have 
gone  out  of  office.  That  was  the  time  when 
the  question  of  the  route  was  decided,  and  ib 
was  decided  before  any  evidence  was  taken  on 
Che  question. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— It  never  was  decided. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  it  was  decided  on  the 
honourable  gentleman's  report,  and  he  re- 
ported on  a  route  which  he  had  never  seen  at 
all.  The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  said  that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  was  in 
favour  of  the  central  route,  and  that  that  route 
would  open  up  a  large  amount  of  land.  He 
would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  confine 
his  expressions  of  opinion  to  legal  questions. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knew  nothing  about 
land.  What  was  the  land  on  the  central 
route  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Pumice. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  it  was  nothing  but  pumice, 
except  a  little  bit  of  land  around  Ohokuru 
and  Pipiriki.  From  there  up  to  the  Aucklemd 
Province  it  was  a  region  of  pumice.  He  would 
ask  those  honourable  membiBrs  who  believed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  country  if  they  would 
advocate  the  construction  of  a  railway  through 
a  region  of  pumice.  Then,  the  engineering 
difficulties,  in  his  opinion,  were  practically  in- 
surmountable. When  he  went  over  these  three 
railway  routes  he  had  with  him  one  of  the 
most  practical  engineers  in  the  colony.  Oa 
consulting  their  aneroids  when  travelling  from 
the  bed  of  the  Wanganui  Biver  to  the  Wai- 
marino  Bush  till  they  struck  the  open  plains 
around  the  base  of  Buapehu,  in  a  distance  of 
aboat  eight  miles,  they  rose  2,800ft.  He  would 
ask  any  man  who  was  not  an  engineer  even, 
but  whose  knowledge  was  based  on  what  he 
had  read,  if  he  thought  a  practical  railway 
route  could  be  found  over  such  country  as  that. 
Then,  as  to  the  Stratford  route:  They  travelled 
down  from  that  divergence  at  Kawakawa ; 
they  crossed  over  from  the  pumice-land  and 
right  through  to  the  Ngaire,  and  the  bulk  of 
that  land  was  as  good  as  the  land  around  the 
slopes  of  Mount  Egmont  and  the  district  of 
Hawera,  being  fit  for  immediate  and  profitable 
settlement,  'rhen,  when  he  came  through  the 
central  route  the  first  time,  he  made  a  diverg- 
ence from  Karioi  to  Taupo  Lake,  and  struck 
the  Wanganui  Biver  at  Taumaranui.  They  did 
this  with  the  view  of  seeing  the  Fuketapu 
Bush.  What  did  they  find?  They  found  thai 
the  land  right  through  to  the  river  was  prin- 
cipally pumice-land,  and  totally  unfit  for  settle- 
ment. When  they  returned  to  Auckland,  what 
did  the  honourable  member  for  Wellingtoa 
Suburbs  say  ?  He  said  that  they  had  diverged 
from  the  central  route,  because  they  did  not 
go  and  see  the  Waimarino  Bush. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Hear,  hear.  You  did  not 
see  it. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  that  was  just  on  a  par  with 
other  statements  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  in  that  House.  He  admitted  that 
Mr.  Cadmon  did  not  see  it.  When  he  (Mr. 
Lawry)  went  back  to  Auckland  ttai  saw  the 
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statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
others  in  Wellington,  he  made  another  start  in 
company  with  an  engineer.  They  went  right 
through  the  Waimarino  Bush. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Is  not  that  good  ? 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  it  was  good  country  for 
trees,  but,  when  yon  took  the  trees  off,  the  soil 
would  float  away  into  mid-air. 

Mr.  WILSON. — It  is  under  grass  now  right 
away  down  to  Pipiriki. 

Mr.  L.4.WRY  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  talk  about  the  district  in  which  he 
lived.  He  (Mr.  Lawry)  knew  something  about 
the  Waimarino  Bush,  having  travelled  through 
it.  At  first  he  was  favourably  impressed  with 
the  country.  He  saw  most  magnificent  totara- 
trees  —  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  splendid 
trees  —  but  where  they  were  exposed  to  the 
wind  they  were  bowled  over  like  ninepins. 
,Q  They  were  just  standing  on  the 
pnmice,  and  any  practical  man  knew 
whether  land  of  that  nature  was  likely  to 
grow  grass.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  and  himself  were  slightly  at  vari- 
ance. He  (Mr.  Lawry)  believed  in  the  Strat- 
ford route  ;  the  honourable  gentleman  believed 
in  the  Mimi  route.  He  had  seen  that  route 
also,  and  believed  there  was  a  practical  route 
there ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  open  it  up  by  a  road,  to  enable  people  to 
drive  their  cattle  from  Taranaki  to  the  Wai- 
kato,  and  vice  versa.  His  own  impression  was, 
having  seen  all  three  routes,  and  thus  having 
an  advantage  over  other  members,  that  for 
settlement  purposes  and  railway  purposes,  and 
considering  the  absence  of  engineering  diffi- 
culties, the  one  route  was  that  via,  Stratford. 
He  advised  the  Auckland  members  not  to  be 
hoodwinked  by  the  Wellington  members,  but 
to  vote  in  favour  of  giving  Auckland  a  fair 
share, — though  this  was  a  very  narrow  phase  of 
the  question.  He  knew,  taking  Hawera  as  the 
centre  of  the  Taranaki  District,  if  you  made 
the  central  railway  to  connect  at  Marton,  and 
go  through  from  that  point  to  Auckland,  Wel- 
lington must  necessarily  secure  the  whole  trade 
of  the  coast.  This  was  as  clear  as  the  electric 
light.  He  did  not  take  the  same  narrow  view 
of  the  question  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs,  but  he  would  point  out  to 
the  Auckland  members  that  if,  from  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  they  wanted  Auckland 
to  secure  a  fair  share  of  the  trade  they  must 
by  every  effort  at  their  command  oppose  the 
construction  of  the  central  line  through  that 
region  of  pumice. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  speech  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  perfectly  astound- 
ing, particularly  in  his  description  of  the 
Ohura  Valley.  And  if  they  read  the  account 
of  that  valley  in  the  papers,  as  given  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  Sir.  Jackson  FaJmer, 
and  Mr.  Cadman,  they  would  imagine  it  to  be  an 
oasis  in  a  desert  of  very  large  extent — a  magni- 
ficent fertile  valley,  on  which  you  could  put  all 
the  unemployed  and  all  the  people  who  wanted 
to  settle  on  the  land.  Would  it  be  believed, 
when  the  surveyors  went  there  they  found  it 
ftbont  6  chains  wide  for  half  its  length  7    And 


the  honourable  gentleman  talked  about  the 
wide-spreading  valley  I  It  contained  the  worst 
of  the  pumice  in  Auckland  Province  in  its 
upper  reaches.  When  the  honourable  gentle- 
man went  to  Mr.  Grace's  place  on  Lake  Taupo, 
which  was  in  the  Auckland  Province,  the  whole 
of  the  country  north  of  that  was  pumice  conn- 
try,  and  it  was  largely  drained  by  the  Strat- 
ford route.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
talked  about  another  valley.  What  was  that? 
About  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  in  many 
peurts  not  20  chains  wide.  Then,  he  sneered  at 
the  totara-forest  in  Waimarino.  He  challenged 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  whether  there 
was  a  forest  anywhere  else  in  New  Zealand  to 
compare  with  it  for  magnificence  of  the  trees 
and  for  general  splendour.  He  never  saw  any- 
thing equal  to  it.  For  miles  there  was  nothing 
but  solid  walls  of  totara.  And  the  honourable 
gentleman  said,  because  there  was  a  little 
pumice  here  and  there,  that  it  was  worth 
nothing.  In  one  thing  he  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  Premier  bad  said 
he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  central  route.  He 
had  before  him  a  speech  of  the  Premier  in 
which  he  said  that  the  new  surveys  settled  the 
question  against  the  Stratford  route.  And  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  said,  speaking  at  Auckland, 
to  Mr.  MacMillan,  then  President  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  on  the  8th  December,  that 
the  question  of  route  would  be  settled  this 
session.  These  two  gentlemen  said  the  mattet 
should  be  fixed  up,  and,  of  course,  they  had 
done  nothing  of  the  kind — which  was  nothing 
at  all  unusual.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable 
geutlemsku  who  last  spoke  that  if  they  could 
settle  the  question  once  for  all  it  would  be  a. 
great  deal  better.  He  hoped  the  Auckland 
members  would  now  see  how  unwise  it  was  for 
the  Auckland  and  Wellington  members  to  be 
always  opposing  one  another.  If  they  agreed 
they  could  have  the  railway  made  in  three 
or  four  years  He  was  quite  satisfied  with  the 
railway  going  on  at  the  Wellington  end,  and  the 
further  the  railway  was  extended  from  Hun- 
terville  the  better  he  was  pleased.  He  was 
very  glad  to  hear  the  Premier  had  not  decided  to 
set  up  a  Commission.  All  the  Commissions  had 
been  set  up  in  the  most  ludicrous  fashion,  and 
their  decisions  would  not  settle  the  matter. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  Premier  had  decided 
to  go  on  with  the  route  at  this  end,  and  to- 
spend  money  equally  at  each  end.  He  would 
like  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  who- 
last  spoke  that,  when  talking  of  pumice,  he 
forgot  that  for  sixty  miles  north  from  Marton 
there  was  the  most  splendid  country  in  New 
Zealand.  He  must  admit  that  Awarua  and 
inland  Patea  would  all  bear  settlement.  And 
though  he  took  a  disparaging  view  of  the  Wai- 
marino, he  (Dr.  Newman)  had  been  through  it 
again  recently ;  it  was  some  440,000  acres  of 
Crown  land  in  extent,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  it  was  one  of  the  few  still  remaining  good 
blocks.  The  Government  had  settled  38,000 
acres  recently  in  small  settlements,  and  they 
would  not  have  done  that  if  it  had  not  been 
satisfactory  land.  And,  as  for  its  being  pumice- 
land,  further  up  there  was  a  large  amount  in 
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the  Reiaruke  oonntiy  wbioh  was  flue  grass 
lax\A,  and  which  was  going  to  be  out  up 
shortly  as  grazing-land.  He  hoped  the  Auck- 
land members  would  agree  to  shake  bands 
with  Wellington,  and  they  could  get  the  line 
through.  It  was  grievous  to  him  to  see  Can- 
terbury and  Westland  uniting  to  get  a  railway 
across  icy  peaks,  while  Auckland  and  Welling- 
ton woald  not  unite  to  get  one  through  the 
finest  country  in  New  Zealand.  If  they  would 
shake  hands  they  could  get  it  through  in  three 
years.  What  a  gain  it  would  be  to  Auck- 
land, which  was  in  reality  as  isolated  as  an 
island — almost  a  foreign  country — and  scarcely 
a  part  of  themselves !  He  took  it  there  was  no 
work  which  would  repay  the  colony  so  well  as 
finishing  the  railway  by  the  central  route. 

Mr.  LANG  said  the  question  was  one  of  con- 
siderable importance  to  his  district,  and  he 
wished  to  odd  bis  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  not  pressing  on  with  the 
construction  of  the  line  connecting  these  two 
important  cities.  He  thought  the  route,  having 
beeu  made  a  question  of  dispute,  was  kept  so 
by  the  Government  in  order  to  delay  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  It  would  be  a  good  thing 
if  the  members  interested  would  give  way  to 
one  another  and  unite  to  bring  pressure  to 
have  the  line  pushed  on  at  once.  So  much 
had  been  said  on.  the  question  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  delay  the  House,  but  he  considered  it 
a  disgrace  that  the  Cities  of  Auckland  and 
Wellington  should  remain  so  long  separated. 
There  was  one  thing,  however,  that  he  thought 
of  more  importance  even  than  the  railway,  and 
that  was  a  track  suitable  for  driving  stock  be- 
tween Waikato  and  Toranaki.  This  road  would 
not  only  be  of  benefit  to  the  districts  named, 
but  also  to  tho  whole  of  the  province,  as  it 
would  enable  settlers  in  the  far  north  to  dis- 
pose of  their  store  cattle  to  better  advantage. 
He  hoped  that  the  Government  would  see  their 
way  to  open  this  road  at  once,  so  that  it  might 
be  used  this  summer. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  year  after  year 
the  quarrel  about  the  route  went  on,  with 
the  result  that  they  never  got  anything  at 
all.  The  Government  found  members  dis- 
agreeing as  to  routes,  and  naturally  did  not 
wish  to  spend  money,  and  said,  "  Oh !  very 
well ;  as  soon  as  the  route  is  decided  we  will 
spend  the  money " ;  and  while  other  districts 
were  getting  railways  theirs  was  stopped  by 
a  squabble  over  the  route.  He  thought  the 
Government  should  decide  the  route.  They 
had  every  information  on  the  subject.  He 
was  satisfied,  if  the  Government  did  their  duty, 
they  would  decide  before  next  session  what 
route  the  railway  should  take,  and  he  did  hope 
they  would  have  no  more  ot  this  squabbling. 
He  was  not  himself  wedded  to  the  central 
route,  but  thought  it  was  the  best;  but  he 
would  be  quite  satisfied  one  way  or  the  other 
so  long  as  the  matter  was  settled. 

Major  HARRIS  said  that,  seeing  honourable 
members  interested  in  the  matter  were  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  of  so  little  importance  to  Wel- 
lington but  of  so  much  interest  to  Auckland, 
the  matter  might  be  left  to  Auckland  to  settle. 
Dr.  Newman 


Instead  of  shaking  hands  with  the  WellingtOB 
members,  as  the  member  for  Wellington  Sob- 
nrbs  said,  he  thought  the  Auckland  members 
should  shake  hands  with  themselves,  aad  unite 
with  Taranaki  and  try  to  get  a  line  in  that 
direction.  In  Auckland  they  wished  to  have  a 
line  to  Taranaki.  As  the  honourable  membet 
for  Wellington  Suburbs  stated,  Auckland  was 
almost  an  island,  and  had  no  communication 
with  other  parts  of  the  colony,  so  that  in  that 
case  they  had  little  community  of  interest 
with  Wellington,  but  they  mast  have  a  com- 
mon interest  with  Taranaki.  He  suggested 
that  the  Wellington  members  should  tbink  no 
more  about  tho  matter,  but  leave  it  to  Auck- 
land and  Taranaki. 

Mr.  BELL  had  a  word  to  say,  not  in  regard 
to  the  central  line,  but  in  regard  to  the  answoE 
to  his  question  abont  the  banks.  He  was  told 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  some  weeks  ago  that 
amalgamation  could  not  be  carried  out  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament.  He  thought  it  had 
been  demonstrated  that  the  banks  would  do 
it,  if  they  thought  fit,  without  that  consent. 
Kow  the  Treasurer  changed  his  ground,  and 
said  that  he  would  not  take  charge  of  bis  Bill. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  changed  his  ground 
to-day  altogether.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  said  some  time  ago  that  the  reason  why 
he  did  not  take  up  that  Bill,  or  introduce 
another  Bill  to  the  same  efiect,  was  not  that 
the  Bill  was  not  necessary  to  prevent  the 
amalgamation  from  taking  place  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament,  but  because  the  Govern- 
ment considered  the  amalgamation  would  have 
been  advisable,  and  that  they  still  considered 
such  an  amalgamation  to  be  advisable.  What 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  stated  to- day  was  a 
complete  justification  of  his  (Mr.  Bell's)  action 
in  bringing  in  his  measure.  It  also  showed 
that  it  was  improper  that  that  measure  should 
have  been  discharged  from  the  Order  Papez 
and  that  Parliament  should  not  have  bad  the 
opportunity  of  determining  whether  it  should 
not  be  the  governing  body  in  this  matter. 
Furthermore,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  his 
statement,  told  the  House  first  of  all  that  he 
considered  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  the 
banks  should  amalgamate ;  and,  secondly,  that 
it  was  a  matter  for  the  Government  to  deter- 
mine, and  not  for  Parliament,  —  having  first 
informed  the  House,  weeks  ago,  that  it  was 
a  matter  which  could  not  be  clone  without 
the  concurrence  of  Parliament.  He  protested 
against  the  course  which  the  Government  had 
taken  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  did  not  wish  to  prevent  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  from  exercis- 
ing his  right  of  reply.  He  just  wished  to  say 
that  he  was  not  going  to  enter  into  this  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  particular  route  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  should  take  ; 
and  he  would  say  that  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Auckland,  through  their  own  squabbling 
over  this  matter,  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  whole  delay.  He  thought  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility rested  with  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Auckland,  and  it  was  well  the  country 
should  know  it.    Until  the  people  of  Anckland 
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had  made  up  their  minds  what  route  they 
wanted  there  was  very  little  prospect  of  get- 
ting the  railway  extended,  and  he  hoped  this 
squabbling  over  the  railway  route  would  not 
prevent  the  Government,  at  any  rate,  from  open- 
ing a  road  from  the  Waikato  to  Taranaki :  he 
meant  an  ordinary  bush-road,  to  enable  the 
settlers  to  drive  their  stock  from  one  part  of  the 
colony  to  the  other.  It  need  not  be  expensive, 
and  he  trusted  the  Government  would  provide 
money  on  the  estimates  this  session  for  carry- 
ing that  road  through,  so  as  to  connect  these 
two  districts.  This  work  could  be  done  this 
summer:  indeed,  it  could  have  been  done  last 
sommer.  He  hoped  this  year's  estimates 
would  contain  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
to  make  this  road :  he  could  assure  honour- 
able members  that  the  money  spent  in  opening 
this  road  would  bo  of  the  greatest  service  to 
the  settlers  of  both  provinces — Taranaki  and 
Auckland.  Then  the  question  of  the  rival 
routes  for  this  railway  could  wait  until  the 
Auckland  people  had  agreed  which  one  they 
wanted.  So  long  as  they  squabbled  amongst 
themselves  he  would  not  interfere  with  the 
question  at  all. 

Mr.  COLLINS  would  like  to  express  his 
sense  of  dissatisfaction  and  disappointment  at 
the  reply  given  to  his  question  by  the  Premier 
that  afternoon.  It  had  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Boyal  Commission  to  consider 
the  subject  of  old-age  pensions.  In  his  reply 
the  Premier  stated  that  the  matter  was  sur- 
rounded with  such  di£Bcultieg  that  it  would 
require  the  whole  united  wisdom  of  the  House 
to  deal  with  it,  and  that  he  thought  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Boyal  Commission  would  be  of 
little  utility  so  far  as  this  matter  was  con- 
oemed.  Well,  it  might  be  presumption  on  his 
part,  but  he  held  quite  a  contrary  opinion. 
He  thought,  if  the  matter  was  one  that  was 
surrounded  with  snoh  insutmovmtable  difficul- 
ties as  the  Premier  seemed  to  think,  that  was 
Ute  very  reation,  at  any  rate,  why  a  Commis- 
sion of  inquiry  should  have  been  set  up  to 
collect  all  the  information  it  could,  and  obtain 
evidence  during  the  recess.  That  Commission 
wonld  have  been  enabled  to  collect  such  in- 
formation as  wonld  very  largely  assist  the 
wisdom  of  the  House  in  coming  to  a  just 
decision  on  the  matter.  It  was  too  bad  that 
the  country  should  have  been  misled  in  this 
matter.  Previous  to  the  general  election  and 
daring  that  election  the  country  was  led  dis- 
tinctly to  understand  that  this  matter  of 
old  -  age  pensions  would  be  dealt  with  by 
the  present  Parliament.  The  first  session 
of  this  Parliament  had  now  nearly  gone 
by,  and  nothing  had  been  done,  and  from  the 
tone  of  the  Premier's  reply  he  feared  that 
Bothing  was  intended  to  be  done.  He  again 
expressed  his  sense  of  dissatisfaction  at  the 
Premier's  reply,  because  he  considered  the 
matter  of  too  important  a  nature  to  be  disposed 
of  in  this  way.  They  found  men  on  every  side 
— men  who  had  tried  what  they  could  to  make 
the  country  what  it  was — men  who  had  given 
forty  or  fifty  years  of  labour  to  the  enrichment 
of  the  colony — now  dependent  on  the  miserable 


dole  dealt  out  to  them  by  the  Charitable  Aid 
Boards.  They  found  men  who  had  worked 
hard,  steadfastly,  and  courageously  for  forty 
years  now  dependent  in  their  old  age  upon 
charitable  aid,  and  receiving  miserable  sums  of 
Is.  9d.  or  2s.  a  week.  It  was  really  a  monstrous 
thing  that  there  should  be  any  further  delay  in 
dealing  with  a  matter  like  this. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — Why  did  they  not  save 
money  ? 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man asked  him  why  these  people  did  not  save 
money.  He  knew  very  well  that  many  of  them 
were  not  in  a  position  to  save  money,  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  that  which  many 
men  were  aware  of  he  must  know  that  multi- 
tudes of  working-men  could  not  do  justice  to 
themselves  and  their  families  and  at  the  same 
time  save  money.  The  money  they  earned  had 
been  required  to  feed,  and  clothe,  and  educate, 
and  give  shelter  to  their  families.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  know  that,  if  he  knew 
anything  at  all  of  the  lives  of  the  workers. 
Very  few  of  the  workers  could  save  a  suffi- 
ciency to  keep  themselves  in  their  old  age. 
Very  few  had  been  able  to  do  so  in  the  past. 
How  could  they  save  a  sufficiency  to  keep 
themselves  in  any  degree  of  comfort  in  their 
old  age?  It  was  a  monstrous  thing  that  people 
who  were  sufiering  now  through  no  fault  of 
their  own  should  be  charged  with  thriftless- 
ness,  and  with  having  neglected  golden  oppor- 
tunities. Some  had  done  so,  no  doubt ;  but 
there  were  thousands  in  the  colony  who  had 
not  been  thriftless,  and  who,  through  no  laok 
of  desire  to  do  the  best  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  were  now  dependent  upon  charity. 
They  had  not  the  opportunity  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was,  perhaps,  fortunate 
to  have,  of  having  any  surplus  from  which  they 
could  save  sufficient  to  aid  themselves  in  their 
old  age ;  and  he  trusted  members  would  not 
allow  this  session  of  Parliament  to  roll  by  with- 
out forcing  the  Government  to  take  some  action 
in  the  matter.  The  country  looked  for  it,  the- 
people  desired  it,  and,  above  everything  else, 
the  multitudes  of  those  who  had  lived  a  life  of 
hardship  in  enriching  the  country  deserved 
now,  in  consideration  of  that  hardship,  to  re- 
ceive some  attention.  Moro  than  that,  they 
had  the  question  of  the  unemployed  coming  up 
for  solution.  If  only  those  who  were  to-day  still 
working  when  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  work — and  there  were  hundreds 
in  this  colony  who  were  past  sixty  years  of  age, 
and  some  over  seventy  years  of  age,  still  work- 
ing, who,  if  they  could  see  that  a  small  sunk 
o(  money  was  secured  to  them  in  the  way 
of  an  old-age  pension,  if  they  only  knew  that 
they  were  tree  from  the  risk  of  starvation  and 
actual  want,  would  be  willing  to  lay  down 
their  tools  to-morrow  —  could  take  uie  rest 
which,  by  years  of  labour,  they  had  justly 
earned,  their  withdrawal  from  labour  would, 
enable  their  places  to  be  taken  by  younger 
men,  who  would  do  the  work  in  a  better  man- 
ner, and  who  would  thereby  be  provided  with 
the  means  that  might  prevent  them  from 
falling  into  similar  circumstances  in  their  old 
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age.  He  thought  the  matter  was  one  of  such 
profound  importance  that,  in  spite  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  Premier  said  surrounded  the 
matter, — and,  if  there  were  difficutiea,  it  was 
all  the  more  reason  the  matter  should  be 
taken  in  hand  at  once, — a  Commission  should 
be  set  up  to  consider  the  matter.  They  bad 
been  told  by  the  Premier  that  such  a  Oommis- 
eion  must  be  set  up  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
Ho  thought  they  should  find  some  means 
whereby  the  Government  would  be  forced  to 
deal  with  a  matter  which  the  Government 
themselves  promised  to  the  country  should  be 
dealt  with.  They  had  led  the  country  to  an- 
ticipate they  would  deal  with  the  matter,  and 
now  he  feared  the  matter  was  being  neglected 
because  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way. 
Naturally  there  would  be  difficulties,  but  that 
was  all  the  more  reason  why  the  House  should 
endeavour  to  overcome  those  difficulties,  and 
he  could  not  imagine  any  way  by  which  these 
difficulties  would  be  more  readily  overcome 
thsji  by  setting  up  a  Commission  armed  with 
full  powers  to  obtain  information^ — to  gather 
the  fullest  possible  evidence,  so  as  to  lead  the 
House  to  a  wise  and  just  decision  on  this 
important  matter. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  had  only  wanted,  in  his 
reply,  to  show  that  what  the  Premier  had  said 
was  incorrect ;  but,  as  the  hour  for  adjourn- 
ment had  now  arrived,  he  would  not  detain  the 
House. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

ggp  Mr.  MITCHELSON.  — I  wish  to 
°  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  Bill  now 
under  consideration;  but  before  commencing 
my  remarks  I  must  congratulate  the  Premier 
upon  the  fact  that  he  appears  to  have  taken 
some  considerable  trouble  to  make  himself 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  subject  now 
before  the  Houre.  The  honourable  gentleman 
Htated,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  it  was  with  extreme  diffidence  he 
undertook  the  position  of  Native  Minister, 
and  that  at  the  outset  he  determined  to  visit 
each  Native  district  throughout  the  country 
before  he  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as  to 
what  he  might  consider  necessary  in  the  way 
of  amended  legislation  on  the  Native -land 
question.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  the  found  in  the  various  districts  which 
he  visited  that  the  Natives  in  each  of  those 
districts  expressed  different  opinions,  and  that 
the  policy  required  by  one  section  of  the  Native 
people,  or  the  people  of  one  district,  was  not 
that  which  was  required  by  the  Natives  in 
another  district.  He  stated  that  the  Natives 
between  Taumaranui  and  Otorohanga  desired 
to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  their  own  land  in 
any  wa^  they  thought  fit ;  they  did  not  express 
an  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  pre-emptive  iJight  by  the  Crown, 
and  while  making  this  statement  to  him  they 
highly  approved  of  the  Native  Land  Purchase 
Bill  of  last  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
they  certainly  should  approve  of  that  Bill, 
Mr.  ColliTia 


inasmuch  as  it  gave  to  them  the  power  to 
obtain  a  much  larger  price  for  their  land 
than  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  them  by 
the  Crown,  owing  to  the  provisions  contained 
in  it  for  the  setting-up  of  a  Valuation  Board; 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  they  so  heartily 
approved  of  that  Bill.  But,  during  his  visit 
to  the  Natives  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
at  no  settlement  did  he  receive  from  the 
Natives  any  advice  as  to  the  resumption  of 
the  pre-emptive  right  by  the  Crown.  The 
honourable  gentleman  concluded  his  introduc- 
tory remarks  by  saying  that,  having  visited  the 
whole  of  the  Native  districts,  he  now  had  a 
pretty  good  idea  as  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Natives  throughout  the  whole  of  the  colony; 
and  in  the  Bill  which  he  has  introduced  to  Par- 
liament he  had  given  the  Legislature  an  op- 
portunity of  passing  into  law  an  Act  that  would 
prevent  further  litigation  in  the  future,  and 
also  prevent  further  discord  between  the  Euro- 
peans and  the  Native  people.  Well,  Sir,  I 
think  that  by  his  own  words  he  has  proved  to 
the  House  that  the  views  of  the  Native  people 
are  not  embodied  in  the  Bill.  In  the  Waikato 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  making  himself 
acquainted  with  the  King  movement,  and  with 
the  Natives  who  considered  the  late  Tawhiao 
to  be  their  leader  and  King,  and  one  of  the 
things  which  he  stated  was  the  cause  of  this 
movement  being  still  in  existence  was  that  a 
very  large  number  of  the  Native  people  were 
entirely  without  land,  and  he  said  that  if  land 
could  be  provided  for  these  people  the  King 
movement  would  cease.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  is  aware 
that  the  King  movement  was  readily  in  existence 
long  before  the  Waikato  lands  were  confiscated, 
and,  in  fact,  some  three  or  four  years  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentlemsm  must  have  been 
somewhat  misinformed  when  he  told  the  House 
that  these  Natives  were  entirely  without  land, 
for  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Waikato  war,  al- 
though some  twelve  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  oelonging  to  the  Waikato  people  were  con- 
fiscated, the  Government  of  the  day  considered 
it  only  right  to  reserve  a  considerable  portion 
of  these  lands  to  be  returned  to  those  Natives 
who  had  been  in  rebellion  ;  and  in  a  return 
laid  before  the  House  in  18T1  he  will  find  that 
278,891  acres  were  set  apart  for  this  purpose 
— that  is  to  say,  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
turned to  those  Natives  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  rebellion,  and  also  to  those  Natives 
whose  lands  had  been  confiscated  but  who  had 
remained  friendly.  The  words  of  the  return 
aro  these :  "  Quantity  of  land  in  each  district 
given,  agreed  to  be  given,  or  reserved  for 
Natives,  whether  friendly  or  not."  There  is 
no  doubt  that  great  injustice  was  done  to  the 
Ngatimahuta  and  Waikato  Tribes  by  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  whole  of  their  territory,  while 
the  Ngatimaniapoto  Tribe  were  allowed  to  re- 
tain the  whole  of  the  country  south  of  the 
Funiu  River,  seeing  that  the  Ngatimaniapoto 
people  were  just  as  much  responsible  for  the 
war  as  the  Ngatimahuta  and  Waikato  Tribes 
were.    And  yet,  aK  I  say,  they  were  allowed  to 
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letain  the  whole  of  their  vast  and  valuable 
possesgions,  while  at  the  same  time  the  Wai- 
katos  were  deprived  of  the  whole  of  their 
territory.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
mier to  make  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into  this 
matter,  bo  as  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of 
this  large  area  of  land,  which  wafl  set  apart 
for  the  Natives  in  the  year  I  have  mentioned. 
He  will  find  the  return  in  G.-4,  Volume  1,  of 
the  Appendices  of  1871.  There  were  several 
Acts  of  Parliament  passed  extending  the  time 
under  which  these  lejids  could  be  set  apart  and 
proclaimed  for  the  various  tribes  and  Natives 
who  were  found  entitled  to  sections.  I  think 
the  last  Act  was  passed  in  1884,  extending 
that  time  for  another  period  of  two  years.  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  repeated 
changes  of  Government  that  have  taken  place 
since  1884  have  led  to  this  large  question 
escaping  thac  notice  which  ought  to  have  been 
given  to  it ;  otherwise  there  is  no  doubt  there 
would  not  be  so  many  Natives  now  without 
land  as  appears  from  the  statement  of  the 
Premier.  If  he  will  look  at  the  Oazette  of 
1879,  pages  1481  and  1498,  he  will  there  find 
that  a  considerable  area  of  land  was  set  apart 
by  Proclamation  for  various  tribes  and  indi- 
viduals, amounting  to  68,098  acres.  So  far 
as  Tawbiao  and  his  immediate  followers  are 
concerned,  they  are  not  so  badly  oil  for  land 
as  the  Premier  led  the  House  to  believe,  for 
during  the  time  I  was  Native  Minister  I  re- 
turned to  Tawhiao  and  his  people  a  consider- 
»ble  area — in  fa«t,  some  of  the  finest  land 
surrounding  the  Mangare  Mountain,  two  miles 
from  the  Borough  of  Onebunga,  which  at  the 
present  time  is  returning  the  Natives  a  con- 
siderable revenue  in  the  shape  of  rents.  Then, 
there  is  the  Pukapuka  Reserve,  in  the  Remuera 
district— rich  volcanic  land,  and  large  enough 
to  produce  food  sufficient  for  the  whole  of  the 
Waikato  people.  This  Pukapuka  Reserve  was 
in  the  very  early  days  of  the  colony  set  apart 
as  a  special  reserve  for  several  Natives ;  but 
somehow  or  other,  although  a  Crown  grant 
was  made  out,  it  was  never  issued,  and  during 
the  time  I  was  Native  Minister  I  requested 
the  Governor  to  csmcel  the  Crown  grant  and 
have  the  land  taken  before  the  Native  Land 
Court  and  again  adjudicated  upon,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  returned  to  the  original 
grantees  or  to  their  descendants,  Tawhiao  and 
bis  people,  bat  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
should  have  no  power  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the 
land  except  on  lease,  as  was  the  original  in- 
tention. I  trust  that  the  Premier  will  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  position  in  which  these 
Natives  are  at  the  present  time,  and,  if  any 
section  of  them  are  found  to  be  without  land, 
that  he  will  take  stops  to  see  they  are  amply 
provided  for.  The  Pukekawa  Settlement,  the 
block  near  the  Waikato  Biver,  where  Tawhiao 
and  his  people  have  been  recently  residing,  is 
a  block  of  some  five  or  seven  thousand  acres  ; 
but  they  have  no  real  title  to  it.  Although  the 
large  area  of  land  I  have  before  mentioned  was 
set  apart  for  the  Waikato  people,  I  do  not  think 
that  any  titles  have  actually  been  issued  in 
respect  of  it.     Coming  to  another  question 


raised  by  the  Premier  in  his  speech — namely, 
that  in  regard  to  the  Opuatia  Block — I  may  say 
that  it  contains  some  forty-five  thousand  acres, 
and  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  dispute 
between  the  Government  and  the  Natives  in 
connection  with  this  block.  Some  of  the  Na- 
tive owners,  I  believe,  are  at  the  present  time 
incarcerated  in  Mount  Bden  Prison  on  account 
of  their  offering  obstruction  to  the  survey  and 
rood  parties  sent  out  by  the  Government,  the 
Europeans  in  the  Auckland  District  having  got 
up  a  considerable  amount  of  agitation,  and 
having  sent  a  request  to  the  Government  to 
acquire  this  land  for  settlement  purposes:  and 
there  is  no  doubt  it  is  oouveuiontly  situated  and 
is  well  adapted  for  settlement.  It  is  of  very 
good  quality,  and  a  number  of  Europeans  are 
desirous  of  acquiring  sections  in  this  particular 
block ;  but,  while  I  admit  that  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Crown  should  purchase  this  land  for 
settlement,  I  think  the  Premier  should  take 
steps  to  see  that  a  sufBcient  area  of  the  block 
is  specially  reserved  for  the  use  and  occupation 
of  the  present  owners  and  their  children.  I 
regret  very  much  that  the  Native  Minister 
during  his  visit  to  the  Waikato  district  did  * 
not  meet  Tawhiao.  Various  Native  Minis- 
ters— in  fact,  I  may  say  almost  all  the  Native 
Ministers  who  have  occupied  the  position 
since  the  time  of  the  war  —  made  repeated 
attempts  to  bring  Tawhiao  and  his  people  more 
into  accord  with  the  Europeans  and  their 
customs,  and  as  Tawhiao  became  older  yoar 
by  year  he  was  getting  into  that  frame  of 
mind  which  would  have  induced  him  to  ac- 
cept any  reasonable  suggestion  that  was 
made  in  the  proper  direction  by  the  Pre- 
mier. Tawhiao  himself  was  always  amenable 
to  reason,  but  unfortunately  he  had  some 
unwise  counsellors,  who  badly  advised  him. 
f  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Premier 
did  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  meet  him.  It 
appears  to  me  from  what  I  read  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  reason  why  the  Premier  did  not 
visit  him  was  that  the  country  was  not  large 
enough  to  hold  two  kings.  The  Premier  ap- 
peared to  allow  his  pride  to  get  the  advantage 
of  his  better  feelings,  and  passed  on  without 
seeing  one  who,  whatever  his  faults  may  have 
been,  was  a  great  and  noble  chief,  and  one 
who  was  thoroughly  believed  in  by  his  own 
people  and  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Native 
people  throughout  the  colony,  as  was  proved 
the  other  day  by  the  enormous  number  that 
attended  his  funeral.  Passing  on  to  the  North 
of  Auckland,  we  find  that  the  Premier  visited 
a  good  many  districts  in  that  part  of  the 
colony,  and  even  there  he  did  not  find  any 
section  of  the  Natives  requesting  him  to  bring 
in  the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right. 
He  found  the  Natives  in  that  part  of  the  colony 
very  much  against  selling  their  land  either  to 
the  Crown  or  to  Europeans.  Their  idea  was  to 
lease  their  land,  and  not  to  sell  it ;  and  this, 
too,  is  my  experience  of  the  Natives  there. 
They  own  a  considerable  tract  of  country  still, 
and  some  of  it  is  exceedingly  valuable  ;  and, 
while  the  Premier  states  now  that  he  has  a 
thorough  grasp  of   the    requirements  of  the 
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Native  people,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
the  views  expressed  by  the  Natives  during  his 
visits  to  the  various  districts  are  embodied  in 
the  Bill  before  the  House  for  discussson,  more 
especially  of  the  Natives  in  the  northern  dis- 
trict. He  told  us  also  that  on  the  East 
Coast  there  was  no  expression  from  the  Na- 
tives favouring  the  right  of  pre-emption  by 
the  Crown.  On  the  Bast  Coast  he  found  the 
Natives  expressed  themselves  desirous  of  man- 
aging all  their  affairs  through  different  com- 
mittees. When  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  Urowera 
country  he  was  met,  I  believe,  in  a  very  friendly 
manner  by  the  chief  Kereru  and  his  people,  and 
when  Kereru  was  giving  the  usual  welcome  to 
the  Premier  he  expressed  regret  that  Mr.  Cad- 
man,  the  ex-Native  Minister,  did  not  also  ac- 
company him,  as  the  previous  year  Mr.  Cadman 
had  visited  him.  I  thinlc  that  was  the  first 
occasion  when  a  Native  Minister  had  gone  into 
the  interior  of  the  Urewera  country  to  meet  the 
Native  people  in  their  own  settlements.  When 
the  Premier  found  that  Kereru  was  rather 
disappointed  at  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cadman, 
he  expressed  himself  in  this  way  to  the  old 
chief :  that  when  Mr.  Cadman  was  in  the 
Urewera  country  the  Native  people  had  only 
an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, but  in  him  they  had  the  greatest  rangatira 
in  the  colony,  the  Premier,  and  therefore 
they  should  be  very  highly  honoured  by  his 
having  visited  them  instead  of  the  ex-Native 
Minister.  The  Premier  also  told  us  that  the 
country  was,  of  a  rugged  character,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  was  advisable  for  the  Crown 
to  acquire  any  of  it  at  the  present  time  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement.  I  have  never  visited 
that  country  myself,  but  this  is  in  thorough 
accord  with  the  description  I  have  received 
of  it  at  various  times.  The  country  is,  I  be- 
lieve, excessively  broken ;  but  there  are  some 
very  fertile  valleys  through  it.  The  Premier 
also  told  us  that  he  thought  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  erect  three  schools — one  at  Rnatoki, 
another  at  Kuatahuna,  and  one  other.  Bat  I 
hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  only 
think  it  necessary  to  do  so,  but  will  give  in- 
structions to  do  it ;  for  now  that  he  has  been 
in  the  country  and  finds  the  Natives  there,  who 
have  lived  in  a  semi- barbarous  state  for  so  many 
years,  are  willing  to  forego  their  former  habits 
and  allow  schools  to  he  erected,  he  should  at 
once  give  instructions  for  the  erection  of  the 
schools,  and  also  the  aid  to  make  the  road 
which  he  mentioned  through  the  country.  The 
Premier  stated  that  he  considered  that  if  the 
present  Bill  was  allowed  to  pass  it  would  end 
litigation  and  settle  all  the  difficulties  pre- 
viously experienced  regarding  Native  legisla- 
tion. I  hope  the  anticipations  of  the  Premier 
will  be  borne  out,  but  I  am  not  at  all  so 
sanguine  as  he  is,  for  every  year  since  I  have 
been  in  Parliament — or  almost  every  year — we 
have  had  Native  Bills  brought  down  amending 
those  previously  passed,  and  each  was  thought 
to  be  the  last  that  would  be  required  ;  so  that, 
if  the  Premier  can  succeed  in  passing  a  Bill 
through  Parliament  that  will  at  once  and  for 
ever  Eet  the  question  of  Native  legislation  at 
Mr.  Mitehelson 


rest,  he  will  be  accomplishing  a  thing  I  con- 
sider almost  impossible.  Ae  regards  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
took  a  great  deal  of  care  with  it.  I  think  it 
was  before  the  Committee  for  nearly  three 
weeks,  and  all  its  provisions  were  very  fully 
discussed.  The  Committee  divided  the  Bill 
into  two  parts.  The  first  part,  which  I  believe 
the  Premier  intends  to  pass  through  Committee 
to-night,  is  one  I  think  the  House  ought,  with 
various  slight  amendments,  to  thoroughly  agree 
with.  There  are  several  amendments  that  will 
be  required  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  while  it  is 
passing  through  Committee,  but  they  will  not 
cause  a  very  large  amount  of  discussion ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  the  Premier  has  agreed  that 
the  second  part — namely.  Division  II. — shall  not 
be  proceeded  with  for  some  two  or  three  days, 
in  order  to  see  if  some  compromise  may  not  be 
arrived  at.  I  quite  agree  with  the  first  part 
—  namely.  Division  I.  —  and  I  think  it  is  a 
very  great  improvement  upon  the  present  law 
relating  to  our  Native  Land  Court  and  its 
administration,  and  that  it  will,  as  he  says, 
enable  lands  to  pass  through  the  Court  with 
greater  facility,  and  lessen  the  expense  not 
only  to  the  Natives,  but  also  to  the  Euro- 
peans. I  think  [both  Natives  and  Europeans 
will  accept  that  part  of  the  Bill  without  much 
opposition.  It  is  quite  plain,  I  think,-  to 
honourable  members  that  the  Bill  as  a  whole 
cannot  be  so  acceptable  to  members  as  the 
Premier  has  endeavoured  to  lead  us  to  believe, 
inasmuch  as  we  have  three,  if  not  four.  Na- 
tive members  in  the  House  opposing  the  second 
part  of  the  Bill — that  is.  Division  II.  —  that 
is  to  say,  the  part  of  the  Bill  which  refers 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption.  And,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Native  members  in  this  House 
who  oppose  Division  II.  of  the  Bill,  we  have 
had  a  very  large  number  of  petitions  that  were 
presented  to  this  House  considered  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  sent  both  by  Euro- 
peans who  reside  on  the  East  Coast  and  by 
Natives,  and  we  have  also  had  several  Native 
chiefs  before  the  Committee  protesting  and 
making  powerful  speeches  against  the  pass- 
ing of  that  particular  part  of  the  Bill.  I  my- 
self entirely  disagree  with  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  this  respect.  While  the  right  of 
pre-emption  may  be  a  very  good  thing  in  its 
way,  I  do  not  consider  that  we  have  any  right 
at  the  present  time  to  prevent  the  Natives  from 
dealing  with  their  lands  in  any  way  they  think 
fit,  so  long  as  they  obey  the  law,  and  dispose  of 
the  land  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  in  accord 
with  our  own  Land  Acts.  The  Government  have 
at  the  present  time  upon  the  statute-book  an 
Act  which  enables  them  to  expend  £50,000  per 
aimum  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  and 
this  session  we  have  passed  another  Act  giving 
power  to  expend  a  quarter  of  a  million  further 
in  the  acquisition  of  Native  land ;  and  I  think, 
with  these  two  Acts  upon  the  statute-book,  that 
should  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  Government 
at  the  present  time,  more  especially  taking  into 
consideration  that  under  the  Native  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  passed  last  year  the  Government 
have  the  power  to  proclaim  any  Native  land 
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«b»k  it  may  be  dMiroos  to  pnichaaa  in  the 
interest  o{  settlement  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try, BO  that  any  blocks  of  land  which  they  may 
consider  desirable  for  the  purposes  of  settle- 
ment they  can  easily  proclaim,  and  so  prevent 
Europeans  from  getting  hold  of  such  land. 
While  they  have  that  provision  already  upon 
the  statute-book,  I  fail  to  see  that  any  suffi- 
cient or  just  reason  has  been  adduced  to  war- 
mnt  the  House  in  passing  such  a  drastic  policy 
as  that  contained  in  Division  II.  of  this  Bill. 
I  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Premier  to 
postpone  this  part  of  the  Bill,  at  all  events  for 
another  year,  so  as  to  see  how  he  will  get  on 
with  the  large  amount  of  money  the  House 
has  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  land.  If  he  finds  that  it  is  necessary 
to  resume  the  pre-emptive  right  next  year, 
it  will  he  soon  enough  then  for  him  to  ask 
the  House  to  agree  with  the  proposal.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  that  the  only  true  solution  of  the  diffi- 
colty  surrounding  the  Native -land  question 
is  the  individualisation  of  titles.  I  believe 
that  is  the  first  and,  in  fact,  the  only  cure — 
that  is  to  say,  individualisation  in  all  cases 
where  such  is  possible.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waiapu  stated  that  he  did  not  agree 
with  individualisation,  and  he  instanced  an 
extreme  case  where  such  would  be  almost  im- 
possible. It  was,  however,  »,n  isolated  case. 
There  are  probably  several  other  blocks  subject 
to  similar  conditions,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  the  House  to  instance  such  a  case  as 
that  against  the  question  of  individualisation. 
Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  regards  the  acquisition  of  Native 
lands,  I  sincerely  hope  that,  wherever  land 
is  acquired  in  large  blocks,  they  will  take 
every  precaution  to  see  that  reserves  sufficiently 
large  are  set  apart  in  every  Native  district  for 
the  use  and  occupation  of  the  Natives.  If  he 
does  not  do  this  he  will  find  that  the  Na- 
tives, who  are,  unfortunately,  too  eager  to  sell 
their  land  in  order  to  obtain  money,  will  be 
left  in  a  great  many  instances  utterly  without 
land.  I  myself  should  like  to  see  all  the  lands 
porchased  from  the  Natives  paid  for  in  some 
form  of  debenture  not  transferable,  and  bear- 
ing a  reasonable  rate  of  interest,  for  it  is  quite 
clear  to  those  who  know  anything  at  all  about 
how  the  Natives  parted  with  their  land  be- 
fore, how  in  many  cases  their  money  was 
squandered,  and  how  a  few  months  after 
they  had  sold  their  land  they  were  left  entirely 
without  means,  that  if  they  can  be  prevented 
from  parting  with  the  moneys  paid  to  them 
for  their  land  a  very  good  thing  will  be  accom- 
plished. I  do  not  think  sufficient  care  in  this 
respect  has  been  exercised  in  the  past,  and  the 
Premier,  I  think,  will  do  well  to  see  in  the 
future  that  such  a  policy  as  I  have  indicated 
shall  he  carried  out.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  shall  endeavour  by  every  means  possible  to 
assist  the  Oovemment  in  making  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  a  workable  Bill  so  far  as 
Division  I.  is  concerned,  but,  so  far  as  Division 
II.  is  concerned,!  shall  use  every  effort  to  pre- 
vent its  passing  this  session. 

VOL.  Lxxxvi.-ao. 


Mr.  CABROIjIi.  —  I  wish  to  correct  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  understand  him  to 
say  that  I  was  against  the  individualisation  of 
titles.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said,  where  it  was 
possible,  that  it  wonld  be  a  good  thing. 

Mr.  B£LL. —  Sir,  I  wonder  how  many  per- 
sons there  are  in  this  House  who  understand 
in  the  least  the  measure  that  is  now  before  it. 
I  do  not  profess  to  understand  it,  though  I  have 
had  far  greater  opportunities  than  the  majority 
of  members  of  studying  the  particular  series  of 
Acts  of  which  this  is  one.  A  Bill  of  this  kind 
ought  not  to  be  brought  down  to  us  late  in  the 
session.  We  ought  not  to  he  considering  it  at 
the  fag-end  of  the  session  at  all.  It  comes  so 
recently  from  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — It  has  been  down  six 
weeks. 

Mr.  BELL. — From  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee? Sir,  nothing  of  the  kind — one  week 
at  most.  What  is  the  use  of  our  studying  the 
Bil^  before  it  comes  from  the  Native  Aifairs 
Committee?  If  honourable  gentlemen  will 
only  look  at  the  Bill  they  will  see  how  it  has 
been  altered  in  that  Committee.  Members 
have  a  great  deal  to  do,  and  it  is  quite  hope- 
less, if  Bills  are  going  to  Select  Committees,  for 
honourable  members  to  attempt  to  study  their 
language  before  they  come  bock  from  the  Com- 
mittees. Now,  what  has  been  the  history  of 
this  Native  legislation  which  the  Premier  has 
referred  to  ?  It  has  been  a  history  of  disaster 
caused  by  these  Acts  being  brought  down  and 
considered  and  passed  late  in  the  session. 
There  have  been  three  series  of  Acts.  There 
were  the  Acts  preceding  the  Act  of  1873. 
Then,  the  Act  of  1873  stood  until  the  Act 
of  1886,  which  repealed  the  Act  of  1873  and 
the  intermediate  Acts ;  and  the  Act  of  1886  is 
to  be  abolished  by  this  Act.  Then,  Sir,  there 
were  the  amendments.  The  Act  of  1886  was 
not  amended  in  1887,  because  of  the  dissolu- 
tion. In  the  year  1888  Parliament  repealed 
one  of  the  Acts  of  1886,  and  mode  such  a 
mess  of  the  other  that  no  one  has  been  able 
to  understand  it  since.  In  the  year  1 889  Parlia- 
ment passed  an  Amendment  Act ;  in  the  year 
1890  Parliament  amended  that  Act,  and  again 
in  1892.  I  think  there  was  none  last  year; 
hut  there  have  been  perpetual  and  consecutive 
amendments.  If  honourable  members  look  at 
the  Acts  they  will  see  some  of  the  sections — 
a  section,  for  instance,  of  the  Act  of  1888  oc- 
cupies a  whole  page— amending  section  after 

Q  f.      section  and  word  after  word  of  the  Act 

''  of  1880.  I  am  able  to  point  out  to  the 
hononrablo  gentleman  several  passages  in  the 
Sill  which,  if  passed  in  their  present  form,  will 
do  injury  both  to  Maori  and  European.  With 
regard  to  Division  I.,  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  praise  which 
has  been  given  to  the  Premier  for  having 
brought  it  down.  It  may  be  that  it  does,  and 
I  trust  it  does,  contain  better- framed  provi- 
sions than  the  existing  Acts.  Practically  it  is  a 
consolidation  and  redraft  of  clauses  which  are 
to  be  found  in  all  our  Native-land  Acts  since 
1865,  and  in  our  present  series  of  Acts,  which 
commenced  in  1886,  and  I  trust  it  is  nothing 
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else ;  but  do  nob  let  bonoarable  members  be 
led  away  bv  the  suggestion  that  there  is  some- 
thing novel  in  this  part  of  the  Bill.  The  Pre- 
mier told  us  that  there  was  something  new 
about  surveys,  and  I  asked  if  it  was  in  this 
BiU.  He  told  me  it  was;  but  even  after  a 
microscopical  examination  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  it.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
told  us  that  there  was  a  provision  in  this  Bill 
for  preventing  the  making  of  fraudulent  wills,  as 
has  been  done  all  over  the  country  by  Maoris ; 
but  I  cannot  find  that  provision.  One  salutary 
provision,  however,  is  made ;  that  is,  in  the 
case  of  persons  entitled  to  succeed,  whether 
the  wills  are  or  are  not  genuine,  the  Oourt 
may  award  the  land  to  the  successor.  There 
is  nothing  further  that  I  am  able  to  find,  and 
I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  when  reply- 
ing will  be  able  to  show  me  that  I  am  wrong. 
The  honourable  member  will  no  doubt  point 
to  the  provisions  relating  to  appeal,  and  say, 
"  Here  is  something  new  " ;  but  honourable 
gentlemen  will  be  very  much  surprised  to  find 
that  the  Appellate  Court  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  the  old  Court  of  rehearing,  consisting 
of  the  same  number  of  Judges  and  having  ex- 
actly the  same  constitution.  In  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  Bill  the  honourable  member 
states  that  there  have  been  complaints  about 
the  number  of  rehearings,  but  I  may  inform 
him  that  under  the  present  law  the  Court  of 
rehearing  is  final.  Under  the  present  system 
a  rehearing  can  only  be  granted  by  the  Chief 
Judge  giving  his  consent  if  he  find  that  there  is 
»,  prima  facie  case,  as  in  the  case  of  Europeans 
in  a  European  Court,  where  you  cannot  get  a 
new  trial  unless  the  Judge  says  there  is  a 
primd  facie  case.  That  is  the  existing  law. 
That  limits  the  opportunity  to  obtain  a  re- 
hearing. Bat  under  this  Bill  every  Native  will 
be  entitled  to  a  rehearing,  although  the  case 
has  previously  taken  nine  months,  as  the  Awa- 
rua  case  did.  The  Minister  representing  the 
Native  race  will  tell  the  House  that  the  Natives 
are  always  ready  to  find  money  Co  continue 
litigation  when  defeated;  and,  whereas  under 
the  present  law  they  are  expected  to  prove  the 
necessity  for  rehearing,  under  this  proposed  Bill 
there  will  be  no  need  to  show  a  primd  facie 
case,  and  in  every  single  case  there  will  be  a 
new  trial  before  two  Judges.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  abolish  his  Court  of  first 
instance  altogether,  since  the  Court  of  second 
instance  will  have  to  sit  on  every  case.  Then, 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that, 
under  this  Bill,  the  Appellate  Court  would  de- 
termine all  such  cases  upon  written  evidence  ; 
but  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind.  The  Court 
of  Appeal  will  have  to  determine  each  case  on 
oral  evidence,  just  the  same  as  the  Court  of 
first  instance.  The  honourable  member  for 
Eden  does  not  seem  to  have  seen  the  point, 
and  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he 
will  consider  the  matter,  will  see  in  this  pro- 
vision a  door  for  endless  litigation  ;  and  I  do 
trust  the  House  will  not  affirm  that  principle. 
The  Hon.  the  Minister  representing  the  Na- 
tive race  knows  that  what  I  am  saying  upon 
this  matter  is  entirely  correct.  With  regard 
Mr.  Bell 


to  the  first  part  of  the  BiU,  I  would  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  would  oblige  me  by  looking  at 
subsection  (11)  of  clause  16.  I  do  not  intend 
to  trouble  the  House  with  examples,  but  I 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  look  at  that 
clause.  Up  to  the  present  the  Court  has 
always  had  the  power  to  apportion  rents 
amongst  the  Native  lessors.  There  is  a  provi- 
sion that  the  Court  may  apportion  the  rent; 
and  the  honourable  member  has  added,  in 
reference  to  this  apportioning,  this  provision: 
that  the  Court  may  "  negative,  modify,  or  ap- 
portion any  of  the  express  or  implied  provisions 
of  any  such  lease  as  aforesaid  as  to  any  parcel 
or  parcels,  or  as  to  the  whole,  of  such  land." 
That  is  to  say,  we  give  the  Court  the  power 
to  negative  the  title  in  the  case  of  a  European 
holding  a  genuine  lease  from  a  Maori.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  honourable  member  did  not 
intend  that ;  and  I  say  that  any  honourable 
member  can  thus  see  that  in  passing  a  codify- 
ing law  in  a  hurry  we  may  cause  irrevocable 
injury.  Let  me  give  the  House  an  instance 
of  the  injury  that  was  done  by  the  House  in 
1886,  and  if  honourable  members  will  give  me 
their  attention  I  will  explain  the  gravity  of  the 
matter,  and  why  I  am  urging  that  this  Bill 
should  stand  over  until  next  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  usual  laihoa. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  am  giving  reasons  to  the 
House,  and  if  honourable  members  will  give 
me  their  attention  they  will  be  able  to  judge 
between  me  and  the  honourable  member,  who 
says  that  my  reply  means  tailioa.  I  do  not 
think  that  I  am  inclined  to  go  slower  than  the 
honourable  member  in  most  matters.  This 
is  what  happened  in  1886:  Mr.  BaUance  was 
then  Native  Minister.  One  Act  of  1886  pro- 
hibited all  future  dealings  with  Native  land. 
The  other  was  the  Native  Land  Court  Act, 
which  provided  for  the  ascertainment  of  titles. 
In  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  the 
greatest  care  W8^  taken  by  the  Government  to 
provide  against  the  danger  of  interference  with 
inchoate  titles.  There  were  special  provisions 
inserted  in  that  Act  providing  that  tiUes  which 
were  in  course  of  completion  should  be  allowed 
to  be  completed.  I  am  not  now  discussing  the 
question  of  whether  that  was  right  or  wrong. 
The  House,  however,  intended  to  pass  that 
legislation,  and  in  the  Act  of  1888  the  House 
again  reiterated  its  expression  of  intention; 
but,  unfortunately,  neither  Act  was  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  result  was  that  a 
number  of  titles  which  the  House  had  rightly 
or  wrongly  intended  to  allow  to  be  canfirmed 
were  rendered  invalid  by  that  legislation.  My 
honourable  friend  the  Minister  representing 
the  Native  race  and  the  Premier  introduced 
last  year  the  Validation  Act  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  remedying  the  wrong  that  was  done 
unintentionally  by  this  House  in  1886.  The 
honourable  gentleman  cannot  say  that  what  I 
have  mentioned  is  not  true,  and  I  confess  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  well  to  remedy  the 
wrong  that  was  done  in  1886.  The  wrong 
was  done  in  1886  by  the  House ;  and,  in  con- 
sidering what  was  then  done,  let  us  consider 
the  language  which  was  then  used. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.~-Bad  drafting  again. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  honourable  genUeman  will 
■ever  have  perfect  Bill-drafting.  I  am  sure 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  as  anxiooa 
as  myself  to  be  correct  on  matters  of  detail.  He 
and  I  may  diSer  upon  questions  of  principle, 
but  we  cannot  differ  upon  the  desirability  of 
expressing  our  meaning  in  clear  language. 
What  happened  was  this,  and  I  want  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it :  The  Act  of 
1873  made  it  unlawful  to  acquire  less  than  the 
whole  of  the  shares  of  the  Natives  in  a  block. 
It  is  quite  evident,  and  it  was  always  admitted 
ky  the  Courts,  that  the  process  of  acquiring  the 
whole  involved  the  necessity  of  purchasing 
share  by  share.  The  Act  of  1886,  making  it 
illegal  to  acquire  any  land,  and  repealing  the 
Act  of  1873,  left  people  who  had  purchased  in- 
dividoal  shares  without  anything  at  all.  The 
result  of  the  present  measure  may  be  the  same, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  intention  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  The  Premier  spoke 
of  putting  the  sponge  over  the  past :  and  it  is 
most  desirable  that  the  sponge  should  be  put 
over  the  past.  I  give  him  emd  his  colleague 
«very  credit  for  what  ws«  done  last  year  by 
the  Validation  Act,  but  the  sponge  cannot  be 
placed  over  the  past  by  attempting  to  prevent 
people  from  completing  the  purchases  or  leases 
which  they  have  commenced  to  acquire.  I  do 
not  agree  with  many  of  my  honourable  friends 
sitting  near  me  who  think  that  there  should 
be  free 'trade  in  Native  land.  When  the 
Hotue  is  dealing  with  interests  so  large  as 
these, — dealing  with  these  large  areas  of  coun- 
try, and  dealing  with  the  titles  of  so  many 
people,  altering  the  law  which  has  created  and 
which  affects  them, — the  House  is  invited  by 
the  Government  to  proceed  with  a  light 
heart  to  finish  the  Bill  and  get  it  through 
in  one  evening.  And  this  is  a  Bill  which 
affects  more  people,  I  should  say,  than  any 
other  Bill  you  could  pass.  The  Factories 
Act  affected  a  large  number,  but  not  so  large 
a  number  as  this.  You  are  dealing  with  a  Bill 
which  affects  the  race  whose  interests  we  are 
most  nearly  pledged  to  protect.  You  are  deal- 
ing with  a  number  of  people  who  are  settled 
upon  land  in  this  Island.  I  only  protest,  for 
my  part,  that  I  am  unable  to  do  my  duty 
as  a  member  of  this  House.  I  say  that  for 
myself ;  and  I  feel  sure  that,  of  all  those  who 
are  now  doing  me  the  honour  to  listen  to  me, 
and  those  who  remain  in  the  Chamber  and 
pay  no  attention,  there  are  not  half  a  dozen 
members  who  have  read  the  Bill  and  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Oh  1 

Mr.  BELL.— The  honourable  member  for 
Biccarton  may  have  read  it,  but  I  do  not  think 
be  is  an  authority  on  this  particular  class  of 
legislation. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  hope  you  do  not 
intend  to  put  that  in  Hansard. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  admit  that  my  honourable 
friend  is  an  authority  on  nearly  every  subject 
under  the  sun,  but  not  on  this.  If  I  make  that 
admission,  I  am  sure  be  will  not  take  objection 
to  the  exception.   I  have  said  so  much  with  re- 


gard to  Division  I.,  and  with  regard  to  part  'of 
Division  II.  With  regard  to  that  part  of  Divi- 
sion II.  which  provides  for  incorporation,  there 
is  no  class  of  legislation  whioh  deserves  higher 
commendation.  But  it  has  not  been  devised 
by  tbe  present  Government.  It  was  devised  by 
some  settlers  at  Gisbome,  who,  last  year  or  the 
year  before,  drew  up  a  private  Act  which  incor- 
porated a  tribe  in  the  possession  of  land  there. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  that  form  of  ownership 
must  be  successful,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  to 
see  it  in  a  Native  Bill.  My  honourable  friend 
tbe  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  has  seen 
these  Bills  in  the  past,  and  I  appeal  to  him, 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  House  has  been 
occupied  year  after  year,  between  the  years 
1865  and  1878,  between  1873  and  1886,  and 
again  between  tbe  years  1886  and  1^4, 
with  eouendment  after  amendment?  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  grapple  with 
this  subject,  it  is  only  right  that  he  should 
bring  something  more  than  the  supervision  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  to  bear  on  this 
Bill.  The  members  of  that  Committee  have 
not  time  to  attend  to  matters  of  detail,  and 
I  submit  that  the  Bill  should  not  only  go  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  but  to  a  special 
Committee  also.  It  ought  to  be  considered 
from  the  point  of  view  as  it  affects  the  Natives, 
and  also  from  the  point  of  its  details,  and  this 
could  best  be  done  by  referring  it  to  a  special 
Committee.  It  ought  to  be  so  considered,  so 
that  there  should  be  no  possibility  of  wrong 
being  done  such  as  bos  been  done  in  the 
past  by  dealing  with  the  question  in  that 
careless  way  in  which  it  has  been  treated  from 
the  year  1865  to  the  present  time.  I  should 
like  to  see  this  Parliament  turn  over  a  new 
leaf  in  this  matter,  and  postpone  this  Bill  until 
next  session,  so  as  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
of  considering  it  in  the  meantime ;  and,  also, 
that  thoso  people  in  the  country  who  are 
so  largely  interested  in  the  question  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  it,  and  in- 
forming the  honourable  gentleman  of  their 
views  upon  it.  The  result  of  that  would  be 
that  he  would  pass  an  Act  that  would  be  a 
credit  to  him.  If  he  passes  tbia  Act  it  will  not 
be  a  credit  to  him,  because  he  may  be  tbe 
cause  of  serious  misfortune,  for  which  he  will 
in  the  future  be  heartily  ashamed.  Perhaps 
he  believes  that  he  will  not  command  so  large 
a  majority  next  year ;  but  I  tell  him  that  if 
he  brings  down  a  well-considered  measure 
next  year  he  will  find  that  he  will  have  the 
assistance  of  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  pass  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be 
a  credit  to  him — if  not  in  the  first  year,  at 
any  rate  the  second  year.  I  have  not.  Sir, 
been  able  to  refer  at  greater  length  to  the 
details  of  the  measure,  because  hod  I  done 
so  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  say  what  I 
wished  upon  the  necessity  for  delay;  and  I 
therefore  have  been  obliged  to  abstain  from 
doing  so.  I  know  it  would  be  of  very  little  use  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  Committee,  because  it  is  hopeless  to 
expect  him  to  reconsider  matters  which  he 
professes  to  have  considered  already.     Bat  I 
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do  appeal  to  him  to  lei  it  go  among  other  Bills 
whi(3i  have  been  dropped,  to  be  dealt  with  in 
due  ooarae  when  it  has  been  submitted  to  the 
House  and  the  country  foi  real  and  detailed 
examination  and  review. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.— Sir,  I  shonld  like  to  make 
a  few  observations  on  this  Bill  before  it  goes 
to  Committee.  I  think  the  Premier  deserves 
a  considerable  amount  of  credit  for  the  pains 
he  has  taken  to  bring  the  measure  before  the 
House,  and  to  meet  the  feelings  and  views  of 
the  Natives  with  regard  to  this  important 
matter.  I  do  not,  however,  say  that  this  is 
a  perfect  measure.  Far  from  it.  There  are 
some  grave  defects  in  the  Bill,  which  I  hope  to 
see  removed  before  it  passes  into  law.  I  can 
scarcely  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
who  has  last  spoken  in  what  he  said  about  the 
measure.  There  are  many  things,  however, 
which  he  said  in  which  I  entirely  agree  with 
him.  With  regard  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Bill  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  I  can  say 
that  it  occupied  the  attention  of  that  Com- 
mittee fully  three  weeks,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  members  who  composed  that  Com- 
mittee were  gentlemen  who  have  considerable 
knowledge  of  Native  matters.  We  had  there 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout),  also  the  honourable  member  for 
Eden,  both  of  whom,  I  think,  are  authorities 
in  these  matters.  Wo  had  also  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  whom  I  consider 
the  best  authority  on  Native  matters  in  this 
House.  I  consider  that  the  views  held  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  are  better 
than  those  of  any  other  member  I  have  heard 
speak  on  the  Bill  in  this  House.  We  had 
also  the  assistance  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier, 
who  attended  the  Committee,  as  also  did  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Carroll.  We  had  also  the  services 
of  the  Chief  Judge  of  tlie  Native  Land  Court. 
No  doubt  there  are  several  matters  of  detail 
which  have  been  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell) 
to-night,  amendment  as  to  which  would  have 
improved  some  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill ;  and, 
while  I  agree  with  many  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  I,  on  the  other  hand,  object  to  a  good 
many  of  the  clauses.  The  Bill,  as  the  House 
will  see,  has  been  divided  into  two  paits,  and  I 
think  this  was  a  very  wise  course  adopted  by 
the  Committee.  The  first  part  deals  with  the 
Native  Land  Act,  and  the  other  with  the  pre- 
emptive right.  I  think  the  Bill  simplifies  the 
conduct  of  the  Native  Land  Court  very  con- 
siderably compared  with  what  it  has  been  in 
the  past.  I  think  it  will  be  necessary'  for  the 
Government  to  appoint  more  Judges  than 
there  are  at  present  in  the  Native  Land  Courts, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates should  be  made  also  Native  Land  Court 
Judges.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  in  what 
he  says  about  the  Appellate  Court,  for  in  my 
opinion  this  will  bring  about  finality.  Be- 
hearings  will  not  be  as  numerous  in  the  future 
as  they  have  been  in  the  past.  There  is  one 
other  important  feature  in  the  Bill  which  has 
Bot  been  in  any  other  Native  Land  Conrt  Bill, 
Jlr.  Bell 


and  that  is  the  power  given  to  the  Natives 
to  exchange  land  with  each  other.  This  is  a 
subject  which  has  exercised  the  minds  of  the 
Natives  in  the  northern  part  of  the  colony 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  am  glad  to  sea 
that  the  Qovernmeut  has  recognised  the  ne- 
cessity for  giving  this  power,  and  has  provided 
for  it  in  this  Bill.  Many  of  these  Natives  will 
have  the  power  conferred  upon  them  by  this 
Bill  6f  exchanging  small  sections  for  othet» 
which  it  will  suit  them  better  to  have.  There 
are  other  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  I  at- 
tempted to  have  expunged  from  it.  I  con- 
sider that  the  keeping  of  clause  20  in  ihe  Bill 
is  a  great  blot  upon  this  measure.  I  have  no 
doubt  my  views  on  that  subject  will  not  coin- 
cide with  those  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)— that  is,  with 
regard  to  the  admission  of  lawyers  to  the 
Native  Land  Court.  I  consider  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  evil  which  has  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  Native  Land  Court  has  arisen  through 
lawyers  being  admitted  to  practise  in  thaii 
Court.  I  consider  the  Judges  of  Native  Xjand 
Courts  should  decide  all  matters  according  to 
Native  custom,  and  not  upon  legal  technicali- 
ties. I  believe  the  system  of  allowing  solicitors 
to  appear  in  cases  going  through  these  Native 
Land  Courts  has  been  the  cause  of  great  ex- 
pense and  loss  to  the  Natives,  and  things  have 
taken  place  that  would  not  bear  the  light  of 
day.  The  Patetere  case  is  one  that  might  be 
cited  as  an  example.  Such  a  thing  should 
not  be  allowed  to  be  enacted,  and  I  consider 
it  would  be  better  for  the  Natives  i(  solicitors 
were  excluded  from  the  Native  Land  Courts 
altogether.  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Bill.  The  Premier  knows 
that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment having  the  pre-emptive  right  over  all 
Native  lands.  I  believe  that  the  Government 
should  have  the  power  of  purchasing  any  large 
blocks  of  land  that  they  may  require  for  settle- 
ment purposes ;  but  they  should  be  prepared 
to  go  on  with  the  purchase  and  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Native  title,  and  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  land  so  taken ;  and,  if  they  are 
not  prepared  to  do  that,  then,  I  contend,  the 
Natives  should  have  power  to  dispose  of  their 
land  as  they  think  fit.  I  believe  the  exercise 
of  the  pre-emptive  right  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  colony  will  have  a  very  injurious  effect. 
The  Natives  there  are  not  in  favour  of  the  Go- 
vernment having  the  pre-emptive  right.  I  have 
a  letter  from  a  Native  there.  He  says  that 
this  power  should  not  be  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment. My  correspondent  wishes  the  Natives 
to  have  the  power  to  buy  and  sell  as  they  wish ; 
that,  in  fact.  Native  lands  should  be  brought 
under  the  same  laws  as  European  lands.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  clause 
69  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Bill.  I  hope 
this  clause  will  not  be  passed  by  this  House. 
The  Bill  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  statute- 
book  if  such  a  clause  as  that  remains  in  it.  I 
will  read  the  clause,  and  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  it  means  : — 

"  Any  person  who,  either  on  his  own  behalf 
or  as  trustee  or  agent  for  any  other  person,. 
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shall  prooure,  take,  or  accept  any  conveyance, 
lease,  transfer,  gift,  or  other  aasoianoe  from  any 
Native  o{  any  Native  land,  or  (excepting  under 
Part  XII.  hereof)  of  any  customary  land,  or 
land  the  Native  owners  of  which  shall  here- 
after be  determined  on  investigation  of  title, 
or  of  any  interest  therein,  or  of  any  timber, 
gum,  minerals,  flax,  or  other  natural  product 
thereof  respectively,  or  shall  be  a  party  to  any 
negotiation,  agreement,  contract,  or  promise 
therefor  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  in  addition  thereto  shall  be  liable  to  im- 
prisonment for  a  period  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  months,  and  upon  any  forfeiture  or 
conviction  hereunder  the  estate  or  interest  in 
land  so  unlawfully  acquired  shall  vest  in  the 
Crown.  Proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  any 
penalty  imposed  under  this  section  may  be 
taken  by  any  person  authorised  by  the  Minister 
in  that  behalf. 

"  No  creditor  of  any  Native  shall  have  any 
remedy  against  the  interest  of  such  Native  in 
any  customary  land,  or  any  land  the  title  to 
which  shall  hereafter  be  investigated,  and  no 
such  land  or  interest  shall  vest  in  any  Official 
Assignee  in  Bankruptcy." 

That  clause  has  been  struck  out  by  the  Native 
Afiairs  Committee,  but  I  understand  it  is  to  be 
reinserted  here.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  that  is  a 
very  objectionable  clause,  both  to  Europeans 
«nd  Natives.  I  know  that  in  my  district  on  the 
West  Coast  there  are  a  number  of  sections  held 
which  have  not  been  passed  through  the  Court. 
The  Europeans  have  been  accustomed,  when 
jcequiring  to  build  a  house,  to  apply  to  the  Na- 
tives for  the  timber.  It  is  very  dj^cnlt  to  get 
timber  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
Maoris  fix  a  price ;  but  no  single  Maori  can  sell 
a  tree  without  consulting  the  others.  The  price 
ig  then  fixed,  and  the  European  agrees  to  pay 
the  price  stipulated ;  but  the  tree  may  remam 
on  the  ground  for  a  couple  of  years  after  the 
bargain  has  been  completed.  Now,  I  say,  with 
regard  to  a  transaction  of  that  kind,  which  is 
perfectly  fair  and  reasonable,  to  make  a  Euro- 
pean liable  to  a  penalty  of  £S00  or  three 
months'  imprisonment  is  monstrous,  and  such 
a  clause  as  that  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any 
fltatutc-book  in  the  world. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  is  only  a  repetition  of  the 
previous  law. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.— I  am  very  sorry  such  a 
clause  should  be  in  the  Bill.  There  are  other 
parts  of  the  Bill  which  I  agree  with,  and  others 
which  I  disagree  with ;  but,  as  regards  the  first 
part  of  the  Bill,  it  is  a  very  great  improvement 
npon  the  present  law.  There  are  some  excep- 
tions, which  I  shall  endeavour  to  have  amended 
in  Committee.  I  desire  to  compliment  the 
Premier  on  his  endeavour  to  pass  a  Bill  which 
is  an  improvement  upon  those  which  are  now 
-on  the  statute-book.  I  do  not  consider  this 
Bill  perfect.  No  donbt  the  Premier  hag  at- 
tempted to  do  his  best  in  the  matter.  He  has 
made  a  very  fair  attempt  to  simplify  the  law, 
and  I  shall  endeavour  to  lend  him  all  the  as- 
sistance I  can  to  make  it  as  perfect  a  measure 
M  possible :  but  I  shall  also  do  everything  in 


my  power  to  prevent  the  passing  of  that  daose 
69. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Sir,  I  have  given  this  Bill, 
as  one  member  of  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, a  great  deal  of  consideration  and  atten- 
tion, and  I  think  I  can  claim  some  little  kudos 
for  trying  to  assist  the  Minister  in  putting  it 
into  workable  shape.  But,  notwithstanding  all 
the  labour  spent  upon  it,  I  quite  think  many 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  are  very  ap- 
plicable to  the  Bill.  As  to  the  Minister,  I  quite 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  respecting  him — 
that  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  his  attempt 
to  meet  a  very  great  difficulty.  Well,  notwith- 
standing he  has  brought  the  Bill  down,  and 
that  in  many  respects  I  think  it  is  an  improve- 
ment upon  the  old  law,  yet  it  is  a  matter 
that  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  and,  as  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  are. of  such  a  nature  that, 
unless  they  are  very  carefully  considered,  they 
may  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  I  think  he 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  suggestion  that  has 
been  made,  and  leave  the  Bill  over,  after 
having  introduced  it  to  the  House  and  having 
had  this  debate  upon  it,  for  the  consideration 
of  himself  and  his  Advisers  during  the  recess, 
and  bring  it  down  again  early  next  session.  If 
he  does  that  he  may  depend  upon  it  he  will 
have  the  support  of  honourable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  well  as  on  his  own 
side  ;  and,  if  he  brings  the  Bill  into  the  House 
in  a  good  shape  next  year,  we  will  help  him  to 
pass  it  through  the  House.  Now,  while  I 
speak  of  many  of  the  clauses  being  an  improve- 
ment, and  while  I  say  that  the  Minister  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  his  attempt  to  grapple 
with  a  very  serious  and  difficult  matter,  I  would 
just  call  attention  to  some  points  on  which  I 
differ  from  the  honourable  member.  Neverthe- 
less, I  do  not  think  our  difference  is  very  great. 
I  think  there  is  a  mode  of  reconciliation  on 
this  sabjeot.  I  refer  to  the  provision  he  has 
put  into  this  Bill  giving  the  Crown  the  sole 
pre-emptive  right.  I  believe  the  Minister,  in 
introducing  this,  has  tried  to  meet  a  very  great 
difficulty,  and  a  scandal  that  has  existed  for  a 
long  time,  on  account  of  private  purchasers 
getting  into  contact,  througli  persons  who  ue 
not  of  the  highest  principle,  with  the  Natives, 
and  effecting  contracts  with  the  Natives  which 
are  very  disastrous  to  the  Natives,  and  by  no 
means  just  in  themselves.  I  think  all  the 
benefits  aimed  at  can  be  accomplished  by  a 
very  slight  alteration  of  this  Act,  and  yet  ob- 
viate the  necessity  for  the  resumption  of  the 
pre-emptive  right  on  behalf  of  the  Crown.  I 
know  ^e  Natives  very  strongly  object  to  this, 
and  to-day  I  have  just  had  a  few  memoranda 
made  from  the  petitions  presented  against  this 
part  of  the  Bill.  I  find  that  nine  petitions  have 
been  presented  against  this  part  of  the  Bill, 
having  5,953  Native  signatures ;  and  then,  in 
addition  to  that,  there  have  been  petitions  pre- 
sented in  favour  of  Mr.  Pere's  Bill  containing 
finoiples  I  am  about  to  refer  to,  and  which, 
think,  would  meet  the  difficulty.  It  would 
mean  a  considerable  modification  of  this  Bill, 
but  one  which  I  consider  the  Premier  might 
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agree  to.  There  are  four  petitions,  bearing 
4,981  Native  eignatures,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Pere's 
proposal ;  bo  that  we  have  altogether  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  Kative  signatures  against  the 
pre-emptive  right  being  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  what  I  propose,  instead  of  the 
pre-emptive  right  being  taken  by  the  Crovem- 
ment,  is  some  such  scheme  as  was  introduced 
by  the  Act  of  1886.  Provision  is  there  made 
for  incorporating  the  Natives  and  appoint- 
ing Committees  by  which  these  corporations 
may  act.  Under  the  Act  of  1886  Committees 
were  appointed,  and  it  was  only  through  these 
Committees  that  lands  could  be  sold,  the 
Government  taking  control  of  the  matter.  The 
Government  themselves  were  not  necessarily 
the  purchasers,  but  all  purchases  were  to  be 
through  the  Government.  Now,  I  have  no 
objection  to  that.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  present  state  of 
things  if  all  purchases  had  to  go  through  the 
Government.  But  the  difficulty  with  this  Bill 
as  it  now  stands  is  that,  while  the  owners  of 
blocks  are  incorporated,  and  Committees  are 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  land,  and  to  alienate 
the  land  too,  I  think  they  can  only  dispose  of 
land  to  persons  who  are  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  If  that  were  amended,  and  the 
Government  gave  up  the  pre-emptive  right 
generally,  I  should  not  object,  in  particu- 
lar cases,  over  areas  where  the  Government 
have  made  Proclamations,  to  their  retaining 
the  pre-emption  in  such  cases.  The  Premier 
will  remove  a  great  deal  of  irritation  from  the 
minds  of  the  Natives  if  he  will  give  up  the 
Crown  pre-emptive  right,  and  will,  instead  of 
that,  provide  that  sales  and  dispositions  of  Na- 
tive land  in  the  future  should  only  be  through 
Government  channels,  but  that  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  shall  not  necessarily  be  the 
purchasers.  If  some  such  principle  a«  that  can 
be  accepted  by  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  then  he  and  I  shall  be  in  perfect  accord  in 
regard  to  the  Bill  itself.  I  differ  from  him  in 
that  one  particular,  and,  if  a  reconciliation  can 
be  efiected  between  us  on  that  basis,  I  desire  as 
earnestly  as  he  does  to  make  this  Bill  in  every 
way  a  workable  Bill.  I  quite  recognise  the  fact 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind  is  liable  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  unless  it  is  very  carefully 
considered,  and  I  think  he  would  be  wise  in 
accepting  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  and  allow- 
ing the  Bill  to  remain  over  till  next  session,  so 
that  it  may  be  very  carefully  considered,  and 
brought  down  at  an  early  part  of  the  session ; 
and  he  may  rest  assured  that  I,  for  one,  and,  I 
believe,  other  members  of  this  House,  will  give 
him  a  warm  support  in  getting  it  through  and 
making  it  a  good  measure. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— I  feel  that  it  is  futile  to 
attempt  to  offer  any  opinions  respecting  this 
measure  which  may  have  the  effect  of  diverting 
legislation  from  that  channel  through  which, 
I  feel  confident,  the  Native  Minister  desires  it 
to  go,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  very  few 
honourable  members  who  have  taken  sufficient 
interest  in,  or  who  have  had  opportunities  of 
Jmowing,  the  history  of  Native-land  purchases 
Mr.  Button 


in  the  past.  The  arguments  used  respecting 
the  Bill  and  its  proa  and  eons  up  to  the  present 
moment  have  been  of  a  technical  character. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  how  the  machinery 
clauses  of  the  Bill  may  be  best  amended. 

Mr.  BEIiIi. — It  is  almost  entirely  a  technical 
BUI. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— It  is  not  entirely  a  tech- 
nical Bill.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  greatest 
policy  measures  which  have  ever  been  brought 
before  Parliament  respecting  Native  matters. 
Such  being  the  case,  I  shall  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain, from  the  policy  point  of  view,  and  not 
from  the  technical  point  of  view,  what,  in 
my  opinion,  would  have  been  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  colony  had  it  been  carried  out, 
and  what  will,  I  believe,  be  a  very  consider- 
able advantage  in  the  future,  if  the  Natives 
have  an  opportunity  of  dealing  with  their  own 
lands.  I  feel  a  great  deal  of  diffidence  in  ex- 
pressing this  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be 
thought  that,  because  I  am  a  Native  agent,  I 
am  speaking  with  some  degree  of  selfishness  in 
the  matter.  That  does  not  actuate  me  in  my 
remarks  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  am  speaking 
because  I  have  had  a  life's  experience  amongst 
the  Natives,  and  I  know  their  wants,  I  believe, 
as  well  as  any  man  in  New  Zealand.  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  their 
wishes  are  respecting  their  business.  I  was 
extremely  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  say,  in 
his  speech  the  other  night,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve any  good  result  could  be  brought  about 
by  the  individualisation  of  title.  I  entirely 
disagree  with  him  on  that  point.  It  is  the 
hope  and  the  wish  of  the  Natives  that  they 
shall  have  their  titles  individualised.  I  know 
Natives  in  many  parts  of  New  Zealand  who 
would  be  living  comfortably  and  prosperously 
were  they  occupying  the  individual  portions  of 
land  belonging  to  them  under  their  ancestral 
rights.  For  honourable  gentlemen  to  assume 
that  the  Natives  occupy  their  land  in  common, 
and  live  almost  in  a  state  of  communism,  is 
not  correct.  That  is  only  so  with  regard  to 
their  hunting-grounds.  In  their  cultivations 
you  will  see  l^at  they  have  linos  of  division, 
each  person  owning  his  part  of  the  cultivation. 
Such  being  the  case,  it  does  not  in  any  degree 
divert  the  Native  mind  from  that  which  it  has 
been  accustomed  to  from  time  immemorial  if 
we,  by  our  Native  Land  Court,  and  by  our  sur- 
veys, subdivide  their  land  and  give  each  person 
his  own  separate  part  for  occupation.  It  was 
contended  by  the  Native  Minister  that  it  wag 
impossible  to  make  subdivisions  in  some  in- 
stsjices.  These  instances  are  very  few  indeed. 
In  the  large  majority  of  cases  it  is  quite  possible 
to  subdivide  the  Native  land  so  that  each  indi- 
vidual may  have  his  own  section.  That  is  foe 
the  individual  benefit  of  the  Natives.  But  the 
next  phase  of  the  question  is  that,  if  the  Go- 
vernment wish  to  acquire  land  from  the  Natives, 
it  is  one  of  the  greatest  objections  imaginable 
that  the  titles  should  be  individualised.  The 
larger  the  areas  of  land  which  can  be  passed 
through  the  Court  the  more  expeditiously  can 
the  title  be   acquired    by   the   Government. 
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Wliere  the  OoTemment  wish  to  acquire  lacd, 
Mid  where  the  Native  owners  are  willing  to 
dispose  of  it,  it  is  qnite  right  to  have  the  land 
passed  through  the  Court  without  subdivision, 
as  hs.s  been  done  in  many  instances.  But 
when  it  is  a  question  of  the  Natives  wishing 
to  occupy  their  land,  or  to  sell  a  portion  of  it 
to  individual  Europeans,  in  such  cases  it  would 
he  manifestly  unjust  to  the  Natives  were  they 
not  permitted  to  have  their  titles  individual- 
ised. Had  the  Natives  been  permitted  to  sell 
their  land  during  the  last  twenty  years  with- 
out restrictions  being  placed  over  them,  had 
they  been  permitted  to  sell  their  land  in  mode- 
rate areas,  such  as  those  prescribed  under  our 
Crown-land  laws,  I  am  certain  that  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  I  reside,  and  away  beyond  that, 
we  should  have  had  many  hundreds  of  settlers 
where  there  is  not  a  settler  now  to  be  seen. 
Because  twenty-five,  thirty,  or  forty  years  ago 
large  tracts  of  country  were  taken  up  by  Euro- 
peans from  the  Natives  at  a  positively  inade- 
quate price,  there  has  been  a  hue  -  and  -  cry 
against  any  individual  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  purchase  of  Native  land.  I  think 
that  the  resumption  of  the  pre-emptive  right 
to-day  will  be  doing  nothing  more  than  locking 
the  stable -door  after  the  horse  has  gone.  I 
feel  confident  that,  if  the  Government  were 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  made  by  many  honour- 
able gentlemen  and  surround  the  dealings  of 
private  individuals  with  every  safeguard  and 
caution,  preventing  anything  in  the  shape  of 
unfair  deialing  with  the  Native  owners,  pri- 
vate enterprise  and  cash  would  be  expended 
to  a  very  large  extent,  and  we  should  have 
both  Natives  and  Europeans  much  more  satis- 
fied than  they  will  be  if  compelled  to  wait  pro- 
bably for  two  or  three  years  before  they  can 
deal  with  the  land.  The  position  is  this: 
The  Goverimient  hold  as  much  land  now  as, 
nay  even  more  land  than,  can  be  disposed  of 
during  the  next  three  or  four  years,  and  any 
Natives  who  wish  to  dispose  of  their  land  to  the 
Government  will  have  to  go  through  all  the 
routine  and  red-tapeism  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment, the  Lands  Department,  and  the  Sur- 
vey Department ;  they  will  have  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  these  departments,  and  wait  month 
after  month  before  their  transactions  can  be 
eompleted.  To  my  mind  there  can  be  nothing 
more  easy  than  for  a  Native  to  bring  his  land 
before  the  Court  and  have  his  title  granted 
to  him.  On  the  order  of  the  presiding  Judge, 
a  direct  certificate  of  title  under  the  Land 
Transfer  Act  should  issue.  Multifarious  titles 
have  been  issued  by  the  Native  Land  Court 
•ince  it  was  established.  It  has  issued  titles 
which  have  been  of  no  use  to  Natives  or  Euro- 
peans. It  has  also  been  said  in  this  House 
that  enormous  swindles  take  place  in  con- 
nection with  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  so 
forth.  Honourable  members  do  not  consider, 
in  saying  that,  what  they  are  talking  of.  A 
Court  sits  for  many  months,  and  determines 
the  interests  of  four  or  five  hundred  people  to  a 
block  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land.  That  is  done  in  the  cheapest  possible 
way.    Let  us  take  a  European  property  of  five 


or  six  hnndred  thousand  acres  of  land  and  put 
that  in  Chancery,  and  see  what  the  cost  woald 
be  of  determining  the  ownership  of  the  land.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  cost  would  be  tenfold 
more  than  the  cost  of  ascertaining  the  Maori 
ownership.  The  Natives  should  be  able  to 
bring  their  cases  before  the  Court,  and  the 
Courts  should  be  held,  where  possible,  at  the 
Native  kaingas.  The  Natives  should  not  be 
dragged  into  cities.  Imagine  Natives  living  up 
countrj;  being  brought  to  Wellington  to  have 
their  cases  heard.  Numbers  of  Natives  living 
at  Taupo  and  other  places  inland  are  brought 
down  to  Wanganui,  where  they  dissipate  every- 
thing they  possess,  for  they  are  sometimes 
kept  waiting  months  and  months.  Because 
of  these  delays,  and  their  consequences,  the 
Native  Land  Court,  Native  agents,  and  all  who 
are  connected  with  Native-land  transactions 
ore  blamed.  The  wrong  lies  chiefly  in  the 
policy  and  its  administration,  which  policy,  in 
the  way  I  have  described,  tends  to  pauperise 
the  Natives.  The  pauperising  of  the  Natives 
has  not  been  owing  to  the  fees  charged.  I  may 
say  that  I  could  name  one  agent  who  received 
ten  guineas  per  diem  from  each  side,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  same  amount  from  the  Government. 
But  because  one  person  has  acted  unfairly,  is  it 
reasonable  that  the  whole  community  should 
suffer  wrong  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  the 
wrong  which  hcM  been  committed  by  that 
individual  ?  Most  certainly  not.  If  the  Native 
Minister  will  accept  the  suggestion  of  other 
members  besides  myself,  and  pass  Division  I. 
of  the  Bill,  and  allow  the  policy  part  of  the 
measure  to  stand  over  till  next  session,  I  am 
quite  sure  he  will  then  have  had  better  oppor- 
tunity of  satisfying  himself  as  to  the  general 
wishes  both  of  the  Natives  and  Europeans ; 
because  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  in  pass- 
ing this  legislation  we  lure  passing  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Natives  only,  or  for  their  detri- 
. .  n  ment  only.  There  is  a  very  large  sec- 
'  '  tion  of  Europeans  concerned  in  this 
question,  and  the  larger  majority  of  the  people 
concerned  are  those  who  have  been  the  pioneers 
of  the  country,  who  have  gone  back  into  the 
bush  for  the  purpose  of  making  homes  for 
themselves,  and  dealing  fairly  and  honourably 
with  the  Natives ;  and  I  say  it  is  unjust,  un- 
wise, and  unfair  if  a  Bill  is  to  pass  in  the 
Legislature  which  will  only  be  of  very  ques- 
tionable good  in  some  cases,  but  in  most  cases 
will  do  great  and  serious  harm  to  the  Natives. 
That  should  not  be  the  object  of  our  legislation. 
The  object  of  our  legislation  in  this  respect 
ought  to  be  to  do  what  is  just  towards  the 
Natives  and  also  towards  the  Europeans.  With 
respect  to  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands  by  the 
Government,  I  am  sure  there  will  not  be  the 
slightest  difBculty  in  the  Government  acquir- 
ing all  the  lands  they  require,  for  they  have 
all  the  machinery  with  which  to  do  it  without 
resuming  the  pre-emptive  right.  They  have 
merely  to  issue  a  Proclamation  in  the  Oazttte 
to  say  that  the  land  within  a  certain  prescribed 
boundary  is  under  negotiation  for  purchase  by 
the  Government,  and  no  other  person  is  per- 
mitted to  deal  with  it.    This  gives  them  the 
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right  of  pre-emption  at  once — that  is,  imme- 
diately the  KativeB  receive  any  sum  whatever 
in  respect  of  the  sale  of  it.  But  I  am  con- 
vinced that  there  are  small  blocks,  small  areas 
of  land  in  various  parts  of  this  Island,  where 
the  Natives  and  Europeans  both  know  each 
other,  having  lived  together  for  years,  and  on 
friendly  terms,  and  lived  together  as  settlers, 
where  both  Natives  and  Europeans  would  like 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  about — or,  rather, 
sot  to  have  broken  up — that  friendliness  or 
kindliness  which  has  always  existed  between 
them.  That  being  so,  I  do  hope  that  at  the 
present  period  of  the  Maori  history  of  Kew 
Zealand  nothing  harsh,  or  which  the  Natives, 
together  with  a  large  number  of  persons  who 
know  something  of  the  Native  character  and 
habits,  would  consider  harsh,  will  be  done. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  not  pass  a  mea- 
sure which  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Natives, 
appear  to  treat  them  harshly  or  unjustly. 
Under  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  the  Natives 
had  their  lands  reserved  to  their  chiefs,  to 
be  controlled  by  their  chiefs,  and,  up  to  the 
period  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  "  The 
Native  Land  Act,  1862,"  the  Government  ac- 
quired land  from  the  Natives  in  those  days  by 
what  was  called  "  cession."  A  deed  of  cession 
was  executed  by  all  the  reputed  owners,  but 
the  land  was  never  passed  through  the  Native 
Land  Court ;  and  most  of  the  valuable  blocks 
of  land  that  were  acquired  in  those  days  was 
not  required  to  be  passed  through  the  Native 
Land  Court.  Now  they  have  not  only  to  pass 
through  that  Court,  but  the  Government  are  to 
fix  on  an  arbitrary  price.  They  are  to  say, 
"  You  must  take  that  price  or  nothing."  This 
would  be  unfair  and  uojnst.  It  may  be  good 
for  the  colony ;  it  may  be  a  benefit  to  the 
colony ;  but  it  is  unjust  to  the  Natives,  who 
hold  their  lands  in  accordance  with  our  Con- 
stitution. Our  Constitution  is  given  to  ns 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  fairly,  honourably, 
and  justly  with  the  Natives,  and  I  say  if  we 
violate  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  by  resuming 
the  pre-emptive  right  it  will  be  a  mistake. 
But  if  the  word  "  pre-emptive "  were  inter- 
preted as  I  believe  the  interpretation  should 
be  put  upon  it,  and  if  you  called  it  the  first 
light  and  not  the  exclusive  right,  in  that  case 
it  would  be  right,  if  we  had  that  interpretation 
of  the  word  in  the  Act  when  it  became  law,  to 
say  that  the  Government  shall  have  the  first 
right  to  acquire  land,  but,  on  the  refusal  of  the 
Natives  to  accept  the  Government  price,  the 
Natives  shall  then  bo  free  to  deal  with  whomso- 
ever they  choose.  That  would  be  fair  and  just ; 
but  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  this,  because 
under  the  existing  law  the  Government  can 
quite  easily  acquire  the  whole  of  their  lands, 
and  prevent  private  dealings  by  the  issue  of 
Proclamations.  I  do  not  think  it  will  serve 
any  good  purpose  if  I  waste  any  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  I  will  appeal  to 
the  Native  Minister  and  ask  him  to  agree  to 
the  suggestions  that  have  been  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  Secoud  Division  of  the  Bill.  If  he 
agrees  to  the  postponement  of  this  until  next 
session,  I  am  quite  sure  he  will  be  consulting 
Jir,  SUmn* 


his  own  best  interests,  and  giving  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  the  Natives,  and  will  be  doing 
no  injustice  whatever  to  any  section  of  the  £a- 
ropeon  community  in  New  Zealand,  because  I 
fail  to  see  any  reason  in  the  statement  —  I 
do  not  know  why  or  where,  or  on  what  pub- 
lic platform,  or  at  whose  instance,  or  whether 
it  emanated  from  the  Minister  himself,  as  it 
very  probably  did — "  I  am  going  to  prevent  any 
future  injustice  being  done  to  the  Native  race  ; 
I  am  going  to  prevent  anything  in  the  shape 
of  land  -  sharks  in  the  future."  Why,  the 
character  of  the  country  now  will  prevent  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  land-sharks  swallowing 
up  large  tracts  of  good  land,  because  we  have 
between  eight  and  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land 
to  be  acquired,  and  many  millions  of  that, 
I  am  quite  sure,  the  Government  ought  to  be 
glad  for  private  enterprise  to  eicquire ;  and  it 
would  relieve  the  Government  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  having  to  settle  the  land  and  put 
people  on  it,  which  people,  if  they  purchased 
from  the  Government,  would  say  in  a  year  or 
two  that  they  could  not  live  on  small  areas  of 
the  class  of  land  to  which  I  refer;  whereas  if 
they  purchased  direct  from  the  Natives  the  re- 
sponsibility would  be  thrown  on  the  purchasers. 
I  will  conclude  by  asking  the  Native  Minister 
to  weigh  well  and  carefully  consider  —  and 
seriously  consider,  as  I  am  sure  he  will  do — 
the  desirability  of  accepting  the  advice  ten- 
dered both  by  his  friends  and  his  adversaries. 
With  respect  to  the  other  portion  of  the  Bill, 
the  machinery  clauses,  they  are  very  necessary, 
and  anything  that  could  be  done  for  the  sim- 
plification of  the  Courts  will  be  in  the  interests 
both  of  the  Natives  and  of  the  Europeans  who 
are  concerned  in  the  matter  of  Native-lands 
settlement. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Sir,  I  cannot  let  this 
important  Bill  pass  without  saying  a  word  or 
two,  as  I  represent  a  district  with  a  large 
amount  of  Native  lands  and  a  large  number  of 
Natives,  and  I  wish,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Natives,  to  state  what  I  know  to  be  their 
wishes  and  desire.  I  listened  to  the  Native 
Minister  when  he  was  explaining  the  Bill,  and 
then  when  he  had  done  and  was  followed 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  other 
honourable  members  on  the  opposite  side  I 
heard  them  give  him  very  great  credit  for 
the  grasp  he  had  taken  while  he  was  Native 
Minister.  As  a  Government  supporter,  I  shall 
go  a  long  way  in  supporting  their  Native  mea- 
sures, as  I  have  done  all  their  other  policy 
Bills  ;  but,  without  wishing  to  travel  over  the 
same  ground  as  other  honourable  members,  I 
cannot  give  the  Government  my  support  in 
those  clauses  which  give  the  pre-emptive  right 
to  purchase  all  the  Native  lands  in  the  colony. 
I  am  willing  to  support  the  Government  in  pre- 
venting large  blocks  of  Native  land  from  being 
acquired  by  the  land-grabber  and  Epeoulator, 
but  there  are  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  from 
two  or  three  acres  to  four  or  five  hundred  acres, 
that  it  would  he  in  the  interests  of  settlement 
and  of  the  Natives  themselves  were  they  allowed 
to  deal  with  as  they  liked.  They  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  Europeans  ia 
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regard  to  deaJing  with  their  land.  The  Net- 
tives  of  Mew  Zealand  have  a  great  grievance 
against  the  Qovemment  of  New  Zealand,  who 
are  treating  the  Natives  differently  from  the 
Buropeana ;  they  ore  treating  them  more  like 
children  than  like  grown-np  men.  Now,  they 
should,  OB  far  as  possible,  individualise  these 
titles,  and  should  allow  the  Natives  to  deal 
with  their  lands  as  they  may  think  proper. 
The  Native  Minister  knows  very  well  that  I 
have  brought  cases  under  his  notice  of  some  of 
the  most  industrious  and  most  straightforward 
settlers  in  my  district,  where  the  Natives  have 
been  agreed  on  the  one  part  and  the  settlers 
have  agreed  on  the  other  part ;  but  we  are 
always  tinkering  with  the  Native -land  laws, 
and  placing  the  lands  in  such  a  position  that 
they  cannot  be  dealt  with.  The  Oovemment 
cannot  under  any  circumstances  purchase  all 
these  lands ;  they  have  not  the  money  with 
which  to  do  so,  and  therefore  if  they  claim  the 
pre-emptive  right,  and  get  the  Bill  through  the 
House,  it  will  be  the  means  of  retarding  settle- 
ment in  the  country.  Why  should  the  Na- 
tives not  be  taken  into  consideration  ?  They 
are  petitioning  the  House  session  after  session 
to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  their  lands  as  they 
think  proper,  and  it  is  this  treating  the  Na- 
tives differently  from  the  Europeans  that  is 
causing  the  disagreement  with  the  Natives.  I 
maintain  that  the  Government  has  now  the 
pcwer,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  lost  spoke,  by  Proclama- 
tion, to  prevent  any  person  in  the  colony  from 
acquiring  large  holdings ;  but  I  know  cases 
where  land  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Native 
Land  Court  for  families,  and  these  families 
have  got  in  some  cases  thirty  and  forty  thousand 
acres  of  land ;  but  yet  the  land  set  aside  for 
them  cannot  be  dealt  with,  because  the  Pro- 
clamation has  been  made  to  cover  the  dis- 
trict. There  are  many  cases  I  could  have 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister.  The 
Natives  have  a  grievance  against  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  are  placing  their  lands  in  the 
band  of  the  Public  Trustee — he  is  administer- 
ing the  lands  of  the  Natives.  I  am  not  saying 
that  he  is  not  backed  up  by  the  law,  but  I 
undertake  to  say  if  that  law  were  forced  on  the 
Europeans  it  would  lead  to  a  civil  war.  There 
is  one  clause  in  the  Bill  in  which  the  Minister 
wonts  to  go  back  to  last  January.  Why  not 
make  it  up  to  the  time  the  Bill  is  passed  into 
law,  and  all  transactions  entered  into  by 
Europeans  in  good  faith  to  be  completed? 
I  wiU  back  the  Government  up  in  prevent- 
ing fraud  and  the  acquisition  of  large  blocks. 
But  let  the  Native  Minister  come  round  to  my 
district  and  spend  a  fortnight  with  me  when 
the  House  closes,  and  I  will  show  him  some 
large  areas  lying  there,  in  small  blocks,  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  adjoining  small  settlers 
should  be  cut  up  and  settled  than  lying  as  they 
are — idle,  covered  with  furze,  and  a  nnisanoe 
to  everybody,  filling  the  air  with  the  seeds  of 
weeds,  and  giving  rise  to  the  nuisance  of  small 
birds.  Therefore,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  I  may  say  that  if  there  is  a  division 
«aUed  for  which  will  be  in  the  direction  of 


endeavouring  to  insert  clauses  in  the  Bill  giv- 
ing the  Government  the  right  to  stop  the  land- 
monopoly  I  shall  support  it,  but  I  shall  certainly 
vote  against  the  Government  having  the  pre- 
emptive right  over  all  lands  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY.— A  good  deal  has  been  said 
to-night  on  this  Bill  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  listened  with  considerable  attention 
to  the  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
on  the  Bill.  I  may  say  that,  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee,  I 
took  considerable  interest  in  getting  it  through 
that  Committee.  I  undoubtedly,  with  other 
honourable  members,  must  compliment  the 
Premier  for  bringing  down  this  Bill,  because 
there  are  many  clauses  in  it  which  it  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  pass  in  order  to  fix  up 
matters  that  we  of  very  great  importance  to 
the  people  resident  in  Native  districts.  The 
Bill  that  the  honourable  member  has  brought 
down  repeals  no  less  than  nine  existing  Acts, 
and  that,  of  itself,  I  think  is  a  great  considera- 
tion, and  one  that  the  House  will  receive  with 
favour.  That  portion  of  the  Bill  having  refer- 
ence to  the  pre-emptive  right  I  am  most  de- 
cidedly against.  I  understood  that,  when  that 
Second  Division  of  the  Bill  was  disposed  of  in 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  the  honourable 
gentlemEUi  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  not 
bring  it  before  the  House  again.  Now  I  under- 
sta'nd  he  intends  to  take  it  through  the  House. 
The  honourable  gentleman  bos  been  recom- 
mended to  postpone  proceeding  with  this  mea- 
sure further  this  session.  Well,  I  think,  after 
all  the  trouble  and  work  that  has  been  done, 
this  would  not  be  a  proper  position  for  him  to 
assume.  I  think  he  should  go  on  at  all  events 
with  the  first  portion  of  the  Bill,  and  endea- 
vour to  get  that  through,  accepting  in  Com- 
mittee any  amendments  tending  to  make  it 
more  suitable  than  it  may  be  at  present.  There 
is  a  clause  here  which  I  think,  if  passed,  will 
do  very  great  injury.  That  is  the  new  clause 
15a.  That  will  lead  to  the  opening-up  of  every 
Native  title  in  the  country.  It  goes  back  to  the 
very  commencement,  and  unless  something  is 
done  with  this  clause  when  the  Bill  is  in  Com- 
mittee, either  by  striking  it  out  or  amending  it 
so  that  it  shall  only  act  in  future,  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  make  a  mesa  of  matters.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  his  journey 
through  the  Urewera  country,  and  what  he  had 
seen  in  that  district.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that  he  intends  to  establish  schools  in  that 
locality,  and  also  to  have  a  road  made  through 
from  Galatea  to  Te  Ahikereru  and  on  to  Bua- 
tahuna  and  Klaungapohatn.  That,  X  say,  was 
projected  fifteen  years  ago.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  Native  Minister  in  the  olden  times — it 
was  the  intention  of  Sir  Donald  McLean  to 
carry  through  that  rood,  and  in  his  days  a  por- 
tion of  the  road  was  constructed  to  Te  Ahi- 
kereru ;  but  that  portion  has  gone  into  disuse, 
and  needs  reconstructing  again.  X  was  pleased 
to  hear  the  intention  expressed  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  have  that  road  commenced, 
but  I  regret  to  hear  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  opening  up  the 
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Urewera  country.  He  shoald,  at  all  events, 
endeavour  to  have  that  country  surveyed,  and 
have  the  Native  title  extinguished  in  some 
way.  That  is  one  of  the  great  things  the 
Government  of  this  country  should  do  —  en- 
deavour to  extinguish  the  Native  title  all  over 
the  country  as  fast  as  they  possibly  can.  With 
regard  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  referring 
to  putting  the  land  through  the  Court,  I  think. 
Sir,  there  is  power  at  present,  under  existing 
Acts,  to  put  the  land  through  as  rapidly  al- 
most as  it  can  he  by  this  Bill.  I  am  in  harmony 
with  other  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  individualisa- 
tion  of  the  title  to  Native  lands.  I  think  the 
Government,  before  they  attempt  to  put  the 
land  through  in  blocks  to  enable  the  Natives 
to  dispose  of  it,  either  to  the  Crown  or  to  any 
private  person,  ought  to  see  that  the  Natives 
are  settled  on  the  land,  and  that  the  land  is  in- 
dividualised, so  that  each  Native  may  know  bis 
own  land  before  the  Government  attempts  to 
purchase  or  establish  a  system  of  taking  this 
land.  The  district  I  represent  is  very  thickly 
populated  with  Natives,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  where  I  live  the  Natives  have  been 
awarded  their  lands  in  hapus.  Now,  these 
hapus  are  continually  quarrelling  and  fighting 
over  the  land.  One  member  of  a  hapu  will  erect 
a  fence  on  a  portion  of  a  block  that  is  awarded 
to  them,  and  another  member  will  start  and 
tear  down  the  fence,  and  there  is  nothing  but 
trouble  and  disturbance  and  litigation  going 
on,  I  think  the  Government  should  attempt  to 
individualise  the  land,  and  have  the  Natives 
placed  on  it,  and  afterwards  put  them  in  the 
position  to  dispose  of  the  portion  they  do  not 
require  themselves  either  to  the  Government 
or  to  any  private  person.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  proper  course  for  the  Government  to 
adopt.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  carrying 
out  what  was  the  intention  of  his  predecessor. 
When  the  Act  of  1886  was  before  the  House  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance  made  use  of  these  words : — 

"  I  know  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Geroldine  (Mr.  Kolleston)  wants  :  He  wants  to 
return  to  pre-emption  pure  and  simple, — and 
that  is  an  intelligible  principle ;  but  he  makes 
a  mistake,  and  I  think  that  he  will  admit  that 
it  is  a  mistake,  for  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
establish  a  principle  which  would  not  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  generaJ  body  of  the  Natives. 
And  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  Natives  are  not  prepared  to  go  back 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi 
and  to  accept  pre-emption  pure  and  simple." 

Then  he  went  on  to  discuss  the  question, 
and  to  show  that  the  Natives  would  not  accept 
that.  Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  is  there  a  single  Native  member  in 
this  House  who  is  in  favour  of  the  pre-emptive 
right  being  given  to  the  Crown?  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  find  ten  Natives  in 
the  whole  of  the  North  Island  whq^are  anxious 
to  see  that  system  of  legislation  again.  With 
regard  to  the  Thermal  Springs  district,  the 
Government  have  practically  exercised  their 
tfr.  W.  KeUy 


pre-emptive  rights  since  1881,  and  dnring  that 
time  they  have  done  very  little  to  advance  that 
district.  They  have  been  advancing  money, 
and  getting  from  the  Natives  small  portions  of 
land,  but  the  surveyors  who  surveyed  the  land 
have  not  been  paid  for  it.  The  Natives  are 
prevented  from  disposing  of  the  land  except  to 
the  Government,  and  they  are  unable  to  pay 
the  surveyors,  and  the  surveyors  have  got  into 
difficulties  in  consequence  of  being  unable  to 
obtain  payment  for  the  work  they  have  done. 
Now,  Sir,  I  trust  that  when  this  Bill  is  going 
through — the  first  part  of  it — the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  be  pre- 
pared to  see  that  some  substantial  arrangement 
is  made  in  it  so  as  to  place  these  surveyors  in 
a  proper  position,  and  enable  them  to  get  re- 
dress. I  helieve  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button)  is  prepared  to  sub- 
mit proposals  to  that  effect,  and  I  trust  that 
honourable  gentlemen  will  assist  in  seeing  that 
justice  is  done  to  these  surveyors  and  store- 
keepers who  are  suffering  in  consequence  of 
what  has  taken  place.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  say  much  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  It 
has  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  beaten  oat. 
In  Committee  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  it  clause  by  clause,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  then,  with  other  honourable  gentle- 
men, to  have  some  amendments  made  so  as  to 
make  it  a  workable  Bill.  I  may  say  that  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  assist  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  put  it 
through  with  some  few  amendments.  I  have 
an  amendment.  Sir,  to  move  in  clause  15,  and 
I  have  amendments  for  one  or  two  other 
clauses  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  With  these  few  remarks, 
I  shaJl  support  the  second  reading. 
,,  Q  Mr.  MASSBY.— Sir,  I  cannot  clain* 
'  '  to  be  an  expert  on  this  subject,  but  I 
have  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  debate  on  the  Bill,  because  the  Hon.  the 
Native  Minister  told  us  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  colony, 
but  particularly  to  the  North  Island.  Now, 
Sir,  there  is  a  great  deal  in  that  Bill  that  I 
approve  of,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
some  things  in  it  of  which  I  disapprove. 
What  I  disapprove  of  most  strongly  is  the  pro- 
posal in  the  Bill  to  resume  the  pre-emptive 
right  over  the  whole  of  the  Native  lands  in  the 
colony.  At  the  present  time  the  Government 
can  by  Proclamation  exercise  the  pre-emptive 
right  over  those  blocks  which  they  wish  to 
purchase,  leaving  the  Natives  to  deal  with  the 
others  in  the  best  way  they  can.  This  plan 
does  not  appear  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Natives,  beuause  they  complain  that  the 
Government  select  the  best  blocks  and  allow 
them  a  mere  fraction  of  the  value  in  return — 
a  mere  fraction  of  the  price  which  Enropeam 
settlers  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  the  land. 
In  approaching  this  subject  I  think  we  ought  to 
be  guided  on  the  one  hsjid  by  a  careful  consi- 
deration for  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  on 
the  other  hand  by  an  intention  to  do  what  is 
strictly  just  and  right  to  the  Natives  themselves. 
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Snoh  being  the  case,  the  first  thing  vre  ought  to 
do  is  to  set  apart  a  sufficient  area  of  land  for 
the  Natives  to  live  upon.  That  seems  to  me 
only  an  act  of  jastice  to  the  people  who  were 
the  owners  of  the  land — the  lords  of  the  soil — 
before  our  coming  here.  No  tribe,  hapu,  or 
individual  Native  should  be  allowed  to  become 
landless.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
placing  Natives  and  Europeans  on  exactly  the 
same  footing,  but  the  clause  which  professes  to 
resume  the  pre-emptive  right  treats  the  Natives 
as  if  they  were  children,  and  ties  their  land 
up.  We  are  told  that  by  resuming  the  pre- 
emptive right  we  are  carrying  out  the  provision 
of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi— namely,  that  Her 
Majesty  or  the  Crown  should  hold  the  pre-emp- 
tive right  over  those  lands  which  the  Natives 
were  willing  to  dispose  of,  at  a  price  to  be  mutu- 
ally agreed  upon.  This  clause  may  be  capable 
of  that  interpretation.  If  so,  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  insist  upon  carrying  out  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law  in  this  matter,  because  the 
Natives  feel  they  are  not  being  treated  fairly. 
I  think  they  have  good  grounds  for  their  com- 
plaint, because  we  take  their  lands  and  allow 
them  just  what  we  like  in  return  for  the  same. 
Some  members  who  have  spoken  on  this  sub- 
ject have  suggested  that  we  should  lease  the 
Native  lands.  Now,  I  do  not  approve  of  the 
proposal  to  lease  Maori  lands,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  well  to  set  up  a  class  of  Maori  land- 
lords. I  do  not  think  Maori  landlords  would 
be  any  less  objectionable  than  European  land- 
lords. One  honourable  gentleman — I  really  do 
not  know  which  one — made  a  suggestion,  and 
used  a  rather  peculiar  argument.  He  said 
that  the  Native  race  was  rapidly  becoming  ex- 
tinct, and  that,  if  we  leased  their  lands,  the 
Crown  would  be  the  heir,  leaving  it  to  be  in- 
ferred that  we  should  then  gut  their  lands  for 
nothing.  Well,  it  may  be  a  very  long  time  to 
wait  before  the  Native  race  becomes  extinct, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  of  us  are  anxious  to  see 
the  Natives  die  out,  any  more  than  that  we  are 
willing  that  they  should  become  landlords.  I 
think  most  of  us,  judging  from  the  debate, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
there  should  be  only  one  law  for  both  races — 
when  both  races  should  be  put  on  exactly  the 
same  footing.  I  heard  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
who  represents  the  Native  race  state  that  he 
was  anxious  to  see  the  Maoris  become  full- 
blown British  subjects.  That,  I  think,  was  the 
expression.  Now,  I  think  they  are  capable  of 
becoming  very  creditable  British  subjects  if 
they  are  only  given  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
But  we°  pretend  to  be  afraid  of  land-specula- 
tors. The  Hon.  the  Native  Minister  told  us 
that  the  land-shark,  the  pakeha-Maori,  and  the 
land-speculator  were  on  the  track,  and  needed 
looking  after.  That  is  the  only  argument  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  exercising  the  pre-emp- 
tive right,  and  locking  up  some  of  the  best 
lands  in  the  colony.  There  is  the  Auckland 
Province,  for  instance,  which,  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  communication,  might  as  well  be  an 
island  on  account  of  the  Native  lands  lying 
between  it  and  the  other  provinces.  Then,  with 
reference  to  the  railway,  we  are  told  that  the 


railway  cannot  be  completed  nntil  the  Native 
lands  have  been  tMiquired.  Well,  Sir,  we  put 
a  Bill  through  the  other  day  giving  the  Go- 
vernment authority  to  raise  a  large  sum  of 
money — half  a  million,  1  think  it  was — for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  Native  lands.  So  I 
hope  that  this  difficulty  will  be  speedily  got  rid 
of.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  quickest 
and  most  effective  way  of  settling  the  Native 
difficulty  would  be  to  allow  the  Natives  to  treat 
for  the  sale  of  their  lands  with  bona  fide  Euro- 
pean settlers.  Of  course,  the  argument  which 
is  advanced  against  that  is  the  one  used  by  the 
Premier — that  the  Natives  would  be  swindled, 
and  the  land  be  bought  for  speculative  purposes. 
We  manage  to  prevent  land-speculation  very 
effectively  in  the  case  of  Crown  lands,  and  I  do- 
not  think  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in 
preventing  it  in  the  case  of  Native  land.  We 
might  treat  it  in  exactly  the  same  way.  The 
Native  land  should  be  bought  subject  to  the 
same  conditions  as  the  Crown  lands,  and  should 
be  sold  through  the  Waste  Land  Board,  or  a^ 
special  Board  might  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  if 
the  titles  were  individualised  ;  but,  even  where 
they  are  not,  the  committee  system  would  get 
over  the  difficulty.  A  committee  might  be' 
appointed  for  each  tribe  or  hapu,  as  the  case 
might  be,  to  act  for  those  interested.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  easiest  way  to  settle  the 
Native  lands  and  the  Native  difficulty  would 
be  to  wipe  the  Native  Department  right  out 
of  existence.  If  that  were  done,  I  believe 
that  in  three  years  most  of  the  land  in  the 
King-country  would  be  in  the  hands  of  Euro- 
peans, and  in  process  of  being  settled.  There 
would  be  no  need  to  borrow  money  in  order 
to  buy  Native  land,  because  the  settlers  would 
buy  direct  from  the  Native  owners,  and  at 
much  better  prices  than  the  Government  are 
able  or  willing  to  give;  and  I  believe  that  in 
a  very  short  time,  if  the  King-country  were 
settled,  we  should  have  the  railway  runnmg 
almost  from  one  end  of  the  North  Island  to  the 
other.  When  the  Premier  took  the  portfolio  of 
Native  -Minister  he  told  us  he  was  going  to 
settle  the  Native  difficulty  once  and  for  all, 
but  so  far  very  little  has  been  done;  and  I 
am  afraid,  with  aJl  due  deference  to  the  Minis- 
ter, he  is  not  going  to  do  very  much  more  than 
his  predecessors  have  done,  although  he  has 
very  many  fewer  difficulties  to  contend  with. 
The  Natives  were  never  so  reasonable  and  so 
easy  to  deal  with  as  they  are  at  the  present 
time.  They  are  ofiering  no  obstruction;  they 
are  only  asking  for  justice  and  fair-play,  and  to 
be  allowed  to  manage  their  own  afiairs  in  the 
same  way  as  other  British  subjects.  I  certainly 
think  they  should  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
doing  that.  As  I  told  the  House,  I  have  no 
serious  objection  to  this  Bill.  The  only  objec- 
tion I  have  to  it  is  on  account  of  the  clauses 
dealing  with  the  pre-emptive  right,  and  I  hope 
to  see  those  clauses  struck  out  in  Committee. 
If  that  is  done,  I  am  of  opinion  we  siiall  then 
have  a  workable  and  useful  measure — a  measure 
that  will  be  beneficial  to  both  races,  to  the 
Maoris  and  to  the  Europeans. 
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Mr.  MILLS. — Sir,  there  is  a  kind  of  popular 
— I  was  going  to  say  publio^lelasion  that  if  a 
member  does  not  belong  to  the  North  Island 
be  need  care  very  little  about  what  occurs  in 
regard  to  Native  land.  But  that  is  cot  so.  I 
would  point  out  that  the  same  law  that  governs 
a  large  block  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  acres  of 
land  will  also  apply  to  a  smaller  piece.  I  am 
at  one  on  this  question  with  all  those  with 
yrhom  I  have  come  in  contact  in  my  own  dis- 
trict, and  I  think  we  are  all  agreed  on  one 
thing,  and  that  is,  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
levelling  upwards  with  regard  to  the  Native 
race.  That,  I  think,  ia  the  prevalent  idea. 
And  now,  dealing  with  this  question  of  Native 
legislation,  I  should  like  above  all  things  to  see 
that  due  provision  is  made  for  tlio  Natives. 
There  should  be  a  certain  amount  of  land 
allocated  for  their  purposes,  and  made  inalien- 
able before  any  more  of  their  land  should  be 
parted  with  either  to  the  Crown  or  to  indivi- 
duals. The  main  reason  why  I  rose  to-night  to 
speak  was  that  I  noticed  that  in  Committee  it 
is  proposed  to  strike  out  certain  parts  of  this 
Bill,  which,  to  my  mind,  are  essential  and 
should  be  retained.  At  any  rate,  it  would  affect 
many  small  properties  in  a  way  that  I  think 
would  be  most  unfair  to  those  now  interested. 
I  intend  to  mention  one  or  two  instances.  At 
the  same  time,  before  mentioning  them,  I 
'desire  to  say  I  believe  that  after  sufficient  land 
has  been  settled  on  the  Natives  for  their  own 
purposes  they  should  be  encouraged  to  part 
with  the  remaining  blooks,  and  to  invest  what- 
ever money  they  receive,  say,  in  colonial  Con- 
-sols.  They  would  thereby  be  deriving  a  steady 
«nd  settled  income,  and  probably  would  not 
spend  their  money  so  freely  as  they  do  now. 
The  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  laughs 
at  the  idea  of  the  Natives  investing  in  Consols ; 
but  I  should  like  to  tell  him  you  will  find  very 
few  Natives  now  who  will  take  nineteen  shil- 
lings for  a  pound.  They  know  perfectly  well 
the  value  of  money,  though  at  the  same  time 
they  very  often  waste  it,  and  I  think  we  should 
prevent  their  doing  that  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  BELL. — Would  you  make  them  take 
Consols? 

Mr.  MILLS. — No,  not  make  them ;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  think  they  would  bo  willing 
to  take  for  their  money  something  that  was 
a  safe  investment,  not  liable  to  go  through  the 
Bankruptcy  Court.  I  know  of  many  instances 
in  which  they  have  lost  heavily.  There  was 
one  case  not  long  since  at  Palmerston  North, 
and  it  was  a  legal  gentleman  who  had  to  do 
with  it.  Tbe  bill  of  costs  amounted  to  £327, 
and  in  that  there  were  charged  four  days  at 
£10  a  day  attending  the  Native  Land  Court,  in 
which  he  did  nothing,  and  admitted  he  did 
nothing.  I  think  in  such  cases  Consols  would 
be  very  much  better  for  the  Natives.  I  know 
other  instances,  but  the  case  I  aliado  to  was 
tbe  estate  of  a  Maori  woman  ;  it  had  to  be 
administered  by  her  husband,  as  executor,  who 
referred  it  to  a  legal  gentleman  to  take  out 
letters  of  administration,  and  the  conRequence 
was  that  the  balance  that  he  wanted  to  pay 
was  about  £7,  but  after  investigation  the  sum 


the  man  paid  to  me  for  my  client  was  £4S7.  I 
think  it  is  time  some  fair  measure  was  passed 
in  the  House  to  prevent  that  kind  of  thing  from 
going  on  in  future. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  This  Bill  does  not 
touch  it. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  think  this  Bill  will  effect  a 
great  deal  of  difference  in  the  working  of  the 
Land  Courts :  as  I  read  it  it  will,  at  any  rate. 
To  refer  to  one  of  tbe  points  I  mentioned :  one 
of  the  points  is  in  clause  38,  where  it  says, 
"  All  amendments  necessary  to  remedy  ot 
correct  any  defects  or  errors  in  any  proceedings 
or  documents,  or  to  give  effect  to  or  record 
any  intended  decision  in  any  proceeding,  may 
be  made  at  any  time  by  the  Court."  Now, 
that  is  one  of  the  cases.  I  knew  an  instance 
where  a  Native  sold  a  block  of  land,  or  rather, 
agreed  to  exchange  it,  and  before  this  transac- 
tion could  be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  way  a 
large  sawmill  was  built  on  some  of  the  land. 
Then  the  Native  altered  his  mind,  and  finally 
agreed  to  take  £110  for  what  at  first  was  worth 
£20.  He  received  £60,  and  it  was  then  stipu- 
lated that  he  should  have  that  piece  of  land 
passed  through  the  Court,  and  then,  of  course, 
transferred  to  the  party  who  bought  it,  on 
payment  of  the  bal&nce;  but  when  he  went 
before  the  Land  Court  he  got  the  land  recorded 
in  the  names  of  his  two  nephews,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  no  one  could  touch  that 
section :  then  the  man  who  bought  the  land 
in  the  first  instance  had  to  pay  altogether,  with 
expenses,  something  like  £300  before  he  got 
the  proper  transfer  of  the  block.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  may  know 
something  of  tbe  case  I  am  speaking  about. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  do  not  know  anything  about 
it.    What  is  the  name  of  the  block  ? 

Mr.  MILLS.— It  has  no  name.  The  diffi- 
culty arose  through  getting  a  transfer  from  the 
trustee.  I  have  another  instance  in  my  own 
district,  where  a  man  paid  £25  for  a  email  sec- 
tion of  land  fifteen  years  ago.  The  deed  was 
signed  by  those  persons  who  were  supposed  to 
be  the  owners  of  that  piece  of  property,  and 
registered. 

Mr.  BELL. — How  much  was  it  worth  at 
that  time  ? 

Mr.  MILLS. — About  the  same  amount  as 
he  paid  for  it.  It  was  only  ten  acres,  and  the 
amount  mentioned  was  a  fair  value.  Now,  it 
appears  that  eighteen  months  or  two  years  ago, 
when  the  Native  Land  Court  sat  in  Nelson,  the 
same  block  of  land  was  transferred  to  two 
beneficiaries — mere  youngsters  of  about  threo 
or  four  years  of  age — of  course  without  their 
knowledge ;  and  of  course  this  case  was  no 
better  than  the  first  one.  I  am  now  informed 
by  the  Native  Land  Court  that  it  is  simply 
impossible  to  get  this  section  of  land.  And  if 
this  Bill  will  not  make  it  possible  to  correct  a 
transaction  of  that  kind,  I  am  going  to  move  in 
Committee  to  have  some  provision  inserted  to 
meet  such  cases,  because  I  consider  that,  when 
a  bon/i  fide  settler  has  taken  up  Native 
land  either  by  purchase  or  lease,  whether  it  was 
five  or  ten  years  ago,  he  is  entitled  to  justice, 
whether  he  is  white  or  brown. 
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Hr.  LANG. — I  intend  to  support  the  Bill  in 
the  form  in  which  it  'nas  returned  from  the 
Kative  Affairs  Committee ;  but  I  do  not  metin 
to  say  the  Bill  is  perfect,  aai  that  no  improve- 
ments can  be  made  in  it.  One  amendment 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Plenty  I  intend  to  support ;  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  let  the  debate  end  without  having 
made  a  protest  against  the  second  portion  of 
the  Bill,  which  was  throvm  out  by  the  Kative 
Afiairs  Committee  by  a  very  large  majority. 
Only  two  members  of  that  Committee  voted 
in  favour  of  it.  I  refer  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill  which  gives  the  Government  power  to  be- 
come the  sole  purchaser  of  Native  lands.  This 
system  has  been  in  force  in  respect  to  the  King- 
country  for  ten  years  ;  and  what  is  the  result  ? 
During  the  whole  of  that  time  not  a  single 
settler  has  been  placed  on  the  land.  But, 
if  the  Government  had  not  followed  this  dog- 
in-the-manger  policy,  but  had  allowed  the  Na- 
tives to  deal  with  their  own  lands,  the  greater 
portion  of  that  country  would  have  been  settled 
long  before  this.  The  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee have  given  considerable  care  and  attention 
to  this  Bill;  they  have  been  considering  it 
for  weeks;  and,  as  that  Committee  is  composed 
of  men  for  the  most  part  very  welt  informed 
on  Native  matters,  and  as  it  has  had  the 
assistance  of  two  such  able  lawyers  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (SirB. 
Stout)  and  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  (Mr.  Button),  I  think  the  opinion  of 
that  Committee  should  bear  some  weight  in  the 
House.  Petitions  have  also  been  presented  to 
the  House,  signed  by  ten  thousand  Natives, 
praying  for  the  right  to  deal  with  their  lands  ; 
and  the  Native  members  in  this  House  are 
unanimous,  and  also  the  Natives  throughout 
the  entire  colony,  perhaps  without  any  ex- 
ception, are  of  opinion  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  deal  with  their  land.  I  think  it 
is  generally  admitted  that  the  Natives  and 
Europeans  should  bo  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing; and  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
whether  Europeans  would  like  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  way  as  the  Natives  are  treated,  in 
being  compelled  to  sell  their  land  to  the  Go- 
vernment only,  and  having  do  voice  in  the 
valuation  of  their  land,  and  in  having  to 
take  the  price  the  Government  fixes.  They 
naturally  look  upon  this  as  very  unjust.  I 
notice  in  a  paper  a  letter  from  a  Kative  re- 
siding in  the  King-country,  fully  expressing 
their  views.  I  will  read  a  certain  portion  of 
it:— 

"  I  am  expressing  the  actual  opinions  of  the 
Maori  people  when  I  state  that  they  are  wil- 
ling to  sell  all  their  lands  excepting  what  they 
actually  require  for  their  own  use  and  occupa- 
tion. Why  do  not  the  Government  arrange 
with  the  Natives  to  at  once  fix  their  permanent 
leserves,  and  let  them  have  a  clear  field  and 
no  favour  in  selling  their  lands  to  any  person 
who  wiU  come  to  terms  with  them  ?  If  the 
Government  are  afraid  of  our  selling  very  large 
blocks  of  land  to  private  persons,  they  miRht 
limit  the  area  which  oould  be  sold  by  us.  The 
Maoris  would  willingly  agree  to  this  lestriction. 


Why  should  the  Government  spend  thousands 
of  pounds  in  buying  lands  back  from  Europeans. 
they  sold  it  to  years  ago,  when  all  the  Maori 
lands  would  be  thrown  open  at  once  if  they 
adopted  a  liberal  policy  towards  us?  Either 
our  lands  are  our  own  or  they  are  not.  If  they 
are  ours,  then  why  should  the  Government 
be  guilty  of  the  gross  injustice  of  preventing 
us  from  doing  what  we  please  with  our  own 
property?  They  preach  of  one  law  for  both 
the  Maoris  and  the  Europeans.  If  we  break 
their  laws,  or  commit  any  offence  against  them, 
we  soon  find  there  is  but  one  law  for  the 
pakeha  and  the  Maori  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  Government  dare  not  deal  with  Europeans 
about  their  lands  in  the  same  way  as  they 
treat  us.  We  ask  to  have  the  same  law  with 
respect  to  our  lands  as  the  Europeans  have 
with  theirs.  This  would  be  a  proof  of  the- 
sincerity  of  the  Government  statement  that 
there  should  be  only  one  law  for  both  races." 

I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  Premier 
trot  out  the  old  arguments  about  the  shameful 
way  in  which  the  Natives  would  be  treated  if 
allowed  to  deal  with  their  own  land,  and  how 
they  would  be  imposed  upon  by  the  pakeha- 
Moori  and  the  land-shark.  From  my  experi- 
ence, I  think  the  Natives  are  quite  able  to  look 
after  their  own  interests  ;  and,  even  if  not,  are- 
we  to  believe  they  will  be  better  treated  by  the 
Government  having  the  sole  right  to  purchase 
their  land  ?  Where  can  we  find  a  greater  land- 
shark  than  the  Government?  It  is  evident,  by 
many  instances  that  have  been  given  to  us 
during  this  debate,  that  the  Government  have 
only  given  a  few  shillings  for  land  which  the 
Natives  could  easily  have  got  pounds  for.  The 
Government,  it  seems  to  me,  wish  to  have  the- 
pre-emptive  right  so  that  they  can  force  the 
Natives  to  sell  at  a  low  price,  and  then  sell  to 
the  settlers  at  a  high  price,  thus  making  a 
large  profit ;  but  I  scarcely  think  that  this  is 
in  the  interests  of  settlers,  or  will  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  settlement  of  the  land;  and  if  the 
Government  are  sincere  in  what  they  say — 
namely,  that  they  only  want  to  protect  the 
Natives — they  can  easily  arrange  that  the  Na- 
tive land  shaJl  not  be  sold  in  largo  blocks,  but 
that  it  shall  be  disposed  of  as  Crown  lands 
are  disposed  of— the  Government  acting  as  the 
Natives'  agent  —  and  that  would  protect  them 
from  land-sharks  and  pakeha-Maoria.  I  think 
the  Government  are  much  to  be  blamed  for 
not  pushing  forward  the  work  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  Great  dissatisfaction  exists  in 
the  district  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  in 
this  respect.  I  hope  the  Premier  will  not 
make  the  Second  Division  of  this  Bill  a  party 
question,  but  that  he  will  allow  his  followers  to 
vote  according  to  their  conscience.  It  seems 
to  me  unfair  that  a  measure  such  as  this, 
which  is  supported  by  the  Native  Afiairs  Com- 
mittee and  by  the  Native  members  of  this 
House,  should  be  thrown  on  one  side  by  the 
votes  of  honourable  members  who  have  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  sit  and  listen  to  this 
debate,  and  who  themselves  own  that  they  do 
not  understand  the  matter  before  the  House. 
During  the  greater  portion  of  the  debate  not. 
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more  tban  twenty-five  membeis  have  been  pie- 
sent,  and  I  think  honourable  members  should 
either  be  present,  bo  a.8  to  be  able  to  fully 
nnderstand  the  case  before  this  House,  or  else 
they  should  not  record  their  votes  on  the 
iqaeBtion. 

Mr.  TE  AO. — Sir,  honourable  members  are 
returned  to  this  House  to  do  what  is  just. 
That  is  the  object  in  returning  us  to  this 
House.  On  Friday  night  last  I  heard  some  good 
speeches  delivered  by  honourable  members — 
by  the  Hon.  Captain  Bussall  and  Sir  Robert 
Stout;  and  to-ni^ht  also  I  have  heard  some 
good  speeches  by  Mr.  Mitchelson  and  Mr.  Bell ; 
and  I  say,  let  this  Bill  be  fairly  considered  and 
made  a  good  law.  To  the  Maori  mind  the  laws 
relating  to  Maori  matters  passed  by  this  House 
in  the  past  have  all  tended  to  oppress  the 
Maori  people.  The  Government  have  oppressed 
the  Slaori  people,  and  have  not  yet  made  a 
good  law  for  them.  For  that  reason  I  ask  this 
House  to  now  make  a  good  law  for  the  Maori 
oeople.  The  Maori  people,  as  honourable  mem- 
frars  know,  are  in  an  exceptional  position,  and 
-should  not  bo  treated  in  the  same  way  as  Euro- 
peans. The  Europeans  are  not  the  aboriginal 
people  of  New  Zealand,  and  did  not  acquire 
their  rights  here  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
-aboriginal  people.  When  the  Europeans  ar- 
rived here  laws  were  made  for  the  Maori 
people,  and  then  we  had  the  Native  Laud 
-Court  established,  and  the  Maori  people  have 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  Native  Land 
Court  and  this  House,  and  they  have  been 
-oppressed  ever  since  the  Parliament  was  a 
Parliament.  And  that  is  why  I  say  that  the 
Maoris  have  suffered  many  wrongs  at  the  hands 
-of  Parliament.  The  Native  I^nd  Court  is 
one  wrong.  Bates  are  another  wrong.  These 
amongst  other  things  are  what  the  Maoris  are 
suffering  from ;  and  that  is  why  I  repeat,  lot 
the  House  make  a  good  law  for  the  Maori 
people.  During  this  year  the  Maori  people 
framed  a  Bill ;  they  framed  two  Bills,  and 
they  have  been  introduced  into  this  House  this 
session;  the  Native  Bights  BUI  is  one,  and 
ithe  Native  Land  Administration  Bill  is  the 
other :  but  they  did  nut  receive  the  favour  of 
the  Government.  Then  the  Maori  people  sent 
petitions  to  this  House  in  favour  of  these  Bills, 
«nd  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  has  reported 
upon  them.  The  numbet  of  Maoris  who  signed 
those  petitions  is  over  ten  thousand,  and  I 
-should  have  liked  those  Bills  to  become  law, 
to  settle  Maori-land  matters.  These  are  the 
Bills  that  the  Maori  people  approve  of;  and 
I  should  like  the  Bill  under  consideration  to- 
night to  be  allowed  to  stand  over  for  another 
year.     Most    members   of    this   House   would 

11  30  P'^'^'  ^^*'*'  ^^"  ^^'^  should  be  post- 
'  poned  for  another  year.  The  majority 
of  the  Maori  people  would  not  object  to  see  this 
Bill  become  law,  provided  certain  amendments 
are  made  in  it,  and  I  now  ask  the  House  to 
postpone  the  Bill  until  next  year,  so  as  to 
g^ve  time  for  amendments  to  be  made.  I 
am  now  speaking  to  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  Bill.  The  Maori  people  have  asked 
(his  House  to  allow  them  to  bame  a  Bill  for 
Mr.  Lang 


themselves,  and  that  is  what  they  are  ask- 
ing for  now.  I  think  the  Natives  will  be  able 
to  administer  their  own  lands,  and  if  they  did 
so  there  would  be  very  little  trouble.  That 
is  why  I  support  the  Bills  introduced  into  this 
House  by  the  Native  members.  This  is  a  very 
important  matter  in  the  eyes  of  the  Native 
people.  Petitions  have  been  sent  to  the  House 
signed  by  more  than  ten  thousand  people  in 
reference  to  the  Native  Bills;  and  I  ask  that 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  be  postponed  until  next 
year.  I  now  wish  to  speak  on  the  question 
of  the  pre-emptive  right.  The  Government  is 
now  asking  that  the  Crown  should  resume  th« 
pre-emptive  right.  Formerly,  when  the  Crown 
had  the  right  of  pre-emption,  the  Maori  people 
suffered  under  that  law.  A  certain  block  of 
land  called  Wharepuhunga  was  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  when  it 
was  subdivided  and  individualised  they  sold  it 
for  23. 6d.  an  acre,  and  the  land  thus  went  from 
the  Native  people.  If  that  land  had  not  been 
so  subdivided  they  would  not  have  sold  it,  bat, 
as  it  was,  the  Maoris  lost  their  land.  There 
was  another  block  adjoining  it  which  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  same  way.  This  is  why  I  say 
that  the  Native  Land  Court  should  no  longer 
adjudicate  on  Native  land.  Let  the  ilaoris 
deal  with  their  lands  in  any  way  they  like.  I 
was  returned  here  to  support  the  views  I  have 
expressed  to-night.  With  regard  to  the  Publio 
Trustee,  the  Maoris  feel  that  he  should  no 
longer  have  the  control  and  management  of  so 
large  an  area  of  their  lands  :  I  refer  especially 
to  the  west  coast  of  this  Island,  and  in  making 
these  statements  I  may  say  I  am  supported 
by  many  petitions  from  the  Natives  them- 
selves ;  I  have  also  heard  what  the  Maoris  have 
to  say  about  the  Public  Trustee,  and  they  ore 
very  greatly  discontented.  These  are  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Maori  people  which  I  have  related 
to  you  to-nigb  t.  I  would  rather  that  the  pre- 
emptive right  was  not  resumed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  that  the  Natives  should  sell  their 
lands  in  any  manner  they  may  think  most  ad- 
vantageous to  themselves.  If  they  suffered  by 
selling  their  land  they  would  have  themselves 
to  hiame,  and  no  one  else — that  is,  if  they  made 
a  bad  bargain.  Why  should  there  be  one  law 
for  the  Maori  and  another  for  the  European  in 
this  respect  ?  I  conclude  by  again  asking  the 
Government  to  postpone  this  Bill,  and  give  the 
House  and  the  Natives  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  PAK.\TA.  —  Sir,  as  a  member  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  Bill.  I  approve  of  the  first  part 
of  the  Bill,  which  contains  very  useful  pro- 
visions. The  first  part  provides  machinery  for 
dealing  with  the  different  lands  by  the  Court. 
I  may  state  that  I  do  not  approve  of  the  pre- 
emptive right.  The  first  pthrt  of  the  Bill  I 
support,  and,  when  those  v^o  are  better  able 
to  do  so  than  myself  have  amended  it,  it  will 
become  a  very  useful  measure.  I  approve  of 
the  Native  Land  Court,  if  it  is  conducted  in  a 
proper  manner,  with  a  good  Judge  and  a  good 
Assessor,  and  also  with  good  interpreters.  A 
good  many  mistakes  have,  however,  been  made 
in  the  past  owing  to  oases  not  being  conducted. 
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in  a  proper  manner,  and  because  the  Judges 
have  not  taken  so  much  pains  as  they  might 
have  taken.  The  decisions  of  the  Judges  some- 
times are  not  given  in  accordance  with  the 
«vidence  before  thorn.  There  is  a  clause  here 
that  I  think  will  suit  the  Natives  of  the  South 
Island  very  well — the  clause  allowing  them  to 
exchange  theil  lands  as  between  themselves. 
Suppose  I  had  twenty  or  thirty  acres  of  land 
at  Waikouaiti  or  anywhere  else,  and  some  other 
man  interested  in  the  same  reserve  had  a 
similar  area,  we  could  make  an  arrangement 
by  valuing  the  two  pieces  of  land,  and,  if  there 
is  a  difference  in  the  values  of  those  two  pieces 
of  land,  the  difference  is  to  be  made  up  by 
a  cash  payment  to  be  decided  by  the  Court. 
This  principle  shoald  be  applied  to  every  part 
of  the  colony.  There  is  another  clause  which, 
however,  I  think  does  not  go  far  enough — 
namely,  the  one  referring  to  Native  wills.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough. 
There  are  several  clauses  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Bill  which  are  very  useful,  and  which  have 
never  been  inserted  in  previous  Bills.  It  does 
not  matter  what  Government  or  Minister  brings 
in  a  Bill,  it  cannot  settle  this  Native  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  big  question.  I  thought,  when 
the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  was  passed 
in  1886,  that  it  was  a  very  good  Act,  and  I  sup- 
ported it,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see  it  repealed. 
A  measure  such  as  that  should  get  a  trial, 
just  as  other  Acts  do.  When  a  Bill  is  brought 
down  to  the  House  we  do  not  know  bow  it  is 
going  to  work,  even  though  it  was  framed  by 
the  ablest  men,  and  when  it  is  tried  it  is  some- 
times found  that  it  requires  amendment.  The 
Act  I  refer  to  established  a  Board  and  Native 
committees,  and  I  regret  that  it  has  been  re- 
pealed. There  always  seems  to  be  some  part 
of  an  Act  that  is  not  quite  right,  and  it  may 
be  the  same  with  this  Bill.  Why  should  the 
Native  be  tied  down  when  he  is  competent 
to  deal  with  his  land  privately,  and  so  long 
as  he  can  get  the  highest  price  for  his  land  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — They  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  PABATA. — Some  of  them  cannot  do  it, 
but  many  of  them  can.  I  have  not  altered  my 
opinions,  which  I  expressed  on  the  Committee, 
with  regard  to  the  first  part  of  this  Bill.  A 
deputation  of  Natives  waited  on  me  in  Waira- 
rapa  on  Saturday,  stating  that  they  did  not 
agree  with  the  second  part  of  the  Bill.  I  sup- 
port the  first  part  of  it,  but  as  to  the  second  I 
shall  vote  against  it,  as  I  am  not  going  to  see 
an  injustice  done  to  the  Natives,  it  matters 
not  whether  they  are  in  this  or  in  the  South 
Island. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— With  regard  to  the  Bill 
DOW  before  the  House,  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  say  a  few  words  before 
it  goes  into  Committee,  because  I  not  only 
represent  Europeans  who  are  interested  in 
Native  lands  through  leasing  them,  but  I  also 
represent  Natives  who  are  interested  in  their 
own  lands.  As  to  the  first  pact  of  the  Bill, 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that,  with  some 
amendments  in  Committee,  it  will  be  an  im- 
piovement  upon  the  law  now  existing,  and  I 


shall  be  very  glad  to  give  the  Premier  any 
assistance  I  can  to  make  this  part  of  the  Bill 
as  complete  as  possible.  I  do  not  claim  to  be 
an  expert  in  Native  matters,  but,  living  as  I 
have  been  for  some  time  in  the  North  Island,  I 
necessarily  know  something  about  Native  mat- 
ters. With  regard,  however,  to  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Bill,  I  shall,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  protest  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
my  power  against  its  passing  as  it  now  stands. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  as  regards  some 
parts  of  the  North  Island  the  position  is  a 
very  di£Scultone,  and  I  certainly  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Qovenmient  should  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption  over  the  extensive  areas  of  Na- 
tive land  which  are  being  benefited  by  Govern- 
ment expenditure,  and  which  are  not  used  to 
any  extent  by  the  Natives  themselves.  There 
are  large  areas  which  we  are  improving  by  the 
making  of  roads  and  railways,  and  we  shall 
later  on  be  called  upon  to  pay  an  enhanced 
price  for  that  laud ;  but  even  as  the  law  now 
stands  the  Government  has  practically  the 
right  of  pre-emption  over  it  by  proclamation, 
and  no  private  purchaser  can  interfere  with  it 
in  any  way  whatever.  But  it  is  quite  another 
question  with  regard  to  a  district  such  as  I 
represent.  The  Natives  there  have  been  so 
long  in  contact  with  Europeans  that  as  far  as 
I  can  judge  they  are  perfectly  well  able  to  look 
after  their  own  interest  and  to  dispose  of  their 
lauds,  and  they  have  disposed  of  them  to  very 
great  advantage  for  many  years  post.  Their 
lands  are  also  paying  rates,  and,  in  fact,  are 
being  used  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans* 
lands;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  or  just 
to  the  Natives  that  the  Government  should 
practically  have  the  right  of  giving  the  Natives 
whatever  they  may  choose  to  fix  as  the  price 
of  that  land.  Mr.  Carroll,  the  Minister  who 
represents  the  Native  interests  in  the  Govern- 
ment, has  again  and  again,  in  very  eloquent 
terms,  claimed  for  the  Natives  that  they  should 
enjoy  the  same  rights  as  Europeans,  and  as 
speedily  as  possible  be  put  on  the  same  footing. 
I  cannot  therefore  see  how  he  can  approve  of 
the  Second  Division  of  this  Bill,  because  it  is 
putting  the  Natives  on  a  worse  footing  than 
they  ever  occupied  before.  The  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  whose  knowledge  of  Native 
matters  is  certainly  equal  to  that  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  recommended  the  Premier 
to  postpone  the  Second  Division  of  this  Bill 
until  further  time  was  obtained  to  properly 
consider  it;  and  I  would  advise  him  in  the 
same  direction.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  pointed  out  the 
mistakes  that  bad  again  and  again  been  made 
in  the  passing  of  Native  legislation,  simply 
because  it  was  hurried  through  without  due 
consideration,  and  that  very  great  wrongs  had 
Consequently  been  committed.  How  can  the 
Premier  expect  for  a  moment  that  such  an 
important  measure  can  be  properly  discussed 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knows  very  well  what  happened 
to  the  measure  which  was  passed  in  1886.  It 
passed  its  second  reading  on  the  2nd  July, 
with  ample  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  House 
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to  consider  it  and  make  it  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible, because  the  session  did  not  end  until 
the  18th  August.  With  this  Bill,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are,  aooordinf;  to  the  Premier's  own 
estimate,  within  a  couple  of  weeks  of  the  close 
of  the  session,  the  Order  Paper  cumbered  with 
over  forty  Bills,  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  pass 
it  through  the  whole  of  its  stages.  I  say  the 
House  cannot  be  expected  to  do  it  justice,  and 
if  the  Premier  can  get  the  machinery  part  of  it 
through  he  ought  to  rest  content  this  session. 
With  these  few  remarks,  I  shall  make  no  fur- 
ther objection  to  its  going  into  Committee,  but 
shall  very  strongly  oppose  the  Second  Division. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  at  this  time  silence  is 
golden.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill 
through  as  well  as  I  can ;  but  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  this 
House  generally  for  the  very  nice  way  they 
have  received  this  Bill,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  honourable  gentlemen,  I  am  sure  we  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  very  workable  measure  of 
it.  But  to  postpone  the  Bill  because  there 
may  be  a  defect  in  a  particular  clause  is, 
to  my  way  of  thnking,  nonsensical.  As  to 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Button),  that  there  should  be  a  Part  III., 
dealing  with  Natives  who  do  not  care  to  sell 
direct  to  the  Government,  but  who  are  willing 
to  sell  through  the  Government  to  private  par- 
ties, I  think,  myself,  with  very  little  trouble, 
there  could  be  amendments  made  by  the  in- 
clusion of  provisions  in  keeping  with  the  Na- 
tive Lands  Acquisition  Act  of  last  session. 
We  have  now  a  good  majority  in  favour  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  fear,  if  we  do  not  take  the  oppor- 
tunity, but  say  "  Taihoa,"  as  the  Maoris  do 
on  all  occasions,  we  shall  never  get  anything 
done. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — Interpretation.  —  "  '  Half-caste  ' 
includes  the  descendant  of  a  half-caste." 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  descendant  of  a  half-caste,"  and  to  insert 
instead,  "  descendants  of  half  -  castes  by 
Natives." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  80. 

Buddo  Kelly,  W.  Pinkerton 

Camell  Lang  Seddon 

Carroll  Lawry  Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  McGowan  Stevens 

Duncan  McNab  Stout 

Eamshaw  Meredith  Te  Ao 

Hall  Millar  Ward. 

Hall-Jones  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Harris  Morrison  Mills 

Hogg  O'Began  Parata. 
Houston 

Noes,  7. 

*"•"  Massev  Tellers. 

Buchanan  ii^fLin  ft  Bell 

Heke  McKenzie,B.  Bugg^ll,  W.  B. 

Ur.  Buchanan 


Majority  for,  23. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  3rd  October,  1894. 


First  Beading— Third  Baadinge— Shope  and  Shop- 
assistants  BUI  —  Oovernment  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill— New  Zealand  Consols  Bill— Bating 
on  Unimproved  Value  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
Bating  Bill,  Lands  Improvement  and  Native 
Lands  Acquisition  Bill.  ' 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
the  Council  do  not  insist  on  its  amendments  in 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE  recognised 
the  honourable  gentleman's  loyalty  to  his  col- 
leagues, and  had  no  objection  to  his  moving 
this  motion ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  say  that  the 
reasons  given  were  not  very  much  more  con- 
ciliatory and  much  better  argued  out  than 
any  reasons  he  had  for  a  long  time  seen  given 
from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives.  They  were 
moderate,  well  argued,  and  conciliatory ;  and 
he  thought  they  were  intended  to  hold  out  the 
olive-branch  for  a  moderate  compromise.  But 
he  thought  the  amendment  which  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  had  been  good  enough  to 
say  was  vital  to  the  Bill  was  not  one  that  the 
Council  ought,  simply  on  the  reasons  assigned, 
however  well  argued  or  ably  put  together,  to 
forego.  He  thought  it  would  be  better,  at  all 
events,  if  they  had  a  Conference  on  the  matter. 
This,  moreover,  was  not  the  sole  amendment 
that  was  objected  to.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  appoint  a  Conference,  as 
many  of  the  Council  held  strong  opinions  on 
the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  moved,  That  tlie 
Council  do  insist  on  its  amendments. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said  the 
main  question  in  dispute  was  in  reference  to 
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section  3,  where  the  words  were  (idded,  "  where 
any  person  works  for  hire."  He  could  not  help 
thinking  the  Council  should  give  way  on  this 
point,  and  make  all  shops  close  oompulsorily, 
whether  hired  labour  was  employed  or  not. 
He  had  had  some  experience  in  this  matter, 
and  recently  in  Dunedin  he  was  interviewed  in 
connection  with  it ;  and  it  had  been  pointed 
out  to  him  that  there  were  shops  in  Dunedin 
— and,  he  supposed,  it  was  the  case  also  in 
other  towns — where  the  shopkeeper  carried 
on  the  whole  of  his  business  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  sons.  The  result  was  this :  that 
this  legislation  would  practically  play  into  the 
bands  of  people  who  did  not  employ  labour. 
It  was  manifestly  unfair  that  persons  who  em- 
ployed two  or  three  of  their  own  family  in 
carrying  on  a  business  should  have  legislation 
carried  in  their  favour,  and  that  it  should  be 
■aid,  simply  because  a  man  happened  to  have  a 
girl  or  male  person  employed  for  hire  in  his 
shop,  he  should  be  handicapped  in  his  business 
by  being  obliged  to  close,  while  his  neighbour, 
whose  business  was  carried  on  by  members  of 
his  family,  numbering,  perhaps,  three,  four,  or 
five,  should  do  his  business  during  that  half- 
day.  He  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  (he 
Bill  would  be  practically  useless  as  amended, 
and  would  entail  hardship  on  persons  who  em- 
ployed one  or  two  assistants  as  against  those 
who  carried  on  their  business  with  the  assist- 
ance of  their  family.  And  he  was  not  over- 
iitating  the  case  in  saying  that  there  might  be 
a  widespread  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  if  these 
people  were  compelled  to  close  while  others 
were  allowed  to  open.  He  submitted  strongly 
that  the  Council  should  not  insist  on  this 
amendment,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  legis- 
lating specially  in  the  interest  of  a  class.  If 
the  Connoil  wished  to  say  the  Bill  should  not 
pass  at  all  he  could  understand  it.  Then  all 
would  be  on  a  footing  of  equality.  But  to  say 
that  it  should  pass  in  a  form  in  which  it  would 
handicap  those  who  employed  labour  was  un- 
just. He  submitted,  therefore,  the  Council 
should  not  insist  on  this  amendment,  for  if 
they  did  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  Bill  ought  to 
be  dropped,  as  it  would  result  in  grave  injustice. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB  thought  the  last 
speech  was  carrying  the  notion  of  equality  a 
point  farther  than  before.  The  plea  set  up  for 
closing  a  shop  carried  on  by  a  person  without 
the  aid  of  hired  assistance,  on  the  ground  that 
yon  would  be  afiording  an  advantage  to  these 
small  people  over  their  wealthy  neighbours, 
was  a  plea  to  which  they  ought  not  to  lend  an 
ear.  If  it  was  desired  to  carry  out  the  principle 
on  which  the  legislation  they  were  now  con- 
sidering was  based — that  was,  to  afford  a  fair 
and  reasonable  holiday  in  each  week  to  every 
person  employed — then  a  very  slight  alteration 
indeed  in  the  Bill  as  it  stood  would  effect  that. 
The  only  alteration  required  would  be  to  insert 
the  wonls  "or  maintenance"  after  the  word 
"hire."  That  would  provide  that  every  per- 
son employed,  whether  for  hire  or  mainten- 
ance, woe  to  be  entitled  to  a  holiday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGQ  did  not  know  there  was 
80  maoh  objection  to  keeping  open  a  small  shop 

VOL.  LXXXVL-ai. 


for  maintenance,  but  he  would  point  out  this : 
The  maintenance  of  these  persons  did  not  de- 
pend on  keeping  open  one  particular  day  in  the 
week.  They  were  at  liberty  to  keep  open  every 
other  day,  except  Sunday,  as  long  as  they 
chose.  They  were  only  asked  to  close  on  this 
particular  day.  As  to  an  attempt  being  made 
to  compel  people  to  compete  equally,  he  thought 
that  was  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  because  it  the  Bill  went 
through  as  now  amended  it  was  the  man  who 
put  most  capital  into  his  business  who  would 
suffer  most.  That  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
just.  While  they  showed  every  consideration 
for  the  small  shopkeeper,  they  should  show  a 
like  amount  of  consideration  for  the  large  em- 
ployer of  labour.  The  Bill  had  been  before  the 
country  and  the  Legislature  year  after  year, 
and,  if  there  was  anything  at  all  in  the  argu- 
ment that  the  Council  should  pass  measures 
because  they  had  been  approved  of  by  the 
country,  this  was  the  one  m  particular  that 
ought  to  be  passed  on  those  grounds.  What 
did  they  find  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature when  this  amendment  was  under  con- 
sideration there  ?  An  overwhelming  majority 
were  against  the  amendment  of  the  Council — 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "  persons  employed 
for  hire  " ;  and  he  submitted  that  the  represen- 
tatives, who  came  back  from  the  country  a  very 
short  time  ago,  should  know  how  that  provision 
would  affect  their  particular  districts.  He  sub- 
mitted that  they  knew  better  the  wishes  of  those 
districts  than  the  Council  did.  They  would 
know  more  who  would  suffer  and  who  would 
benefit  by  such  a  law.  And,  that  being  the  case, 
seeing  that  the  majority  was  so  decided,  the 
Council  ought  not  to  insist  on  this  amendment. 
The  efiect  of  the  amendment  would  not  be  to 
benefit  the  widows  or  orphans,  or  those  poor 
people,  whom  nobody  wished  to  oppress,  but  it 
would  be  to  exempt  all  Chinese  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act,  and  encourage  them  to  come 
and  start  business  in  the  colony.  He  thought 
the  Council  would  act  wisely  and  judicially  in 
not  insisting  on  their  amendment  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  would  point  out 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  in  objecting  to 
the  amendment  of  his  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Beynolds,  spoke  as  if  the  labour  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  family,  because  they  were  not  paid  di- 
rectly by  the  head  of  the  family,  was  not  to  be 
considered  labour  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  He  understood  him  to  suggest  that  shop- 
keepers whose  assistants  were  members  of  their 
own  families  ought  not  to  have  consideration 
shown  them  because  they  were  not  employ- 
ing outside  labour.  He  was  using  the  word 
"  labour  "  in  a  very  curious  and  technical  way, 
which  was  more  and  more  becoming  the  fashion. 
Surely  a  man  had  a  right  to  employ  the  mem- 
bers of  his  family  before  he  sought  elsewhere 
for  labour.  The  honourable  gentleman  spoke 
as  if  a  man  ought  to  be  under  a  disability  be- 
cause he  employed  the  members  of  his  own 
family  before  employing  strangers.  The  Coun- 
cil had  accepted  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill ;  they  had  accepted  the  compulsory  half- 
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holiday;  but  that  was  no  reason  whv  they 
ghoold  not  propose  amendments,  and  it  was 
absolutely  nonsensical  to  say  that  because  this 
amendment  was  accepted  by  the  Council  the 
Bill  must  be  dropped.  The  exact  wording  of 
the  amendment  as  it  went  to  the  other  House 
need  not  be  insisted  on.  If  it  was  said  that 
the  phrase  "  persons  employed  for  hire  "  was 
of  an  ambiguous  nature,  he  thought  they 
might  express  it  that  a  .man  who  kept  his 
shop  open  by  himself,  or  with  the  assistance  of 
the  members  of  his  family,  should  not  be 
coerced  as  to  the  employment  of  his  own  time. 
This  would  meet  cases  which  occurred  very 
often,  and  which  reasonably  ought  not  to  be 
interfered  with.  The  original  clause  appeared 
to  him  to  be  au  interference  with  the  liberty  of 
the  subject.  He  heard  an  expression  used  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  about  the  day  on  which  no  man 
should  work,  as  if  it  came  out  of  the  Decalogue. 
They  had,  it  seemed,  got  so  into  the  way  of 
interfering  with  the  Decalogue  by  repeal  that 
it  was  thought  reparation  might  be  made  by 
additions.  They  were  to  read  that  a  man  should 
work  five  and  a  hadf  days  a  week,  and  on  the 
half  of  the  sixth  and  on  the  seventh  day  he 
should  do  no  manner  of  work.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  queer  sort  of  compensation  for 
taking  away  personal  liberty  and  personal  pro- 
perty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB  hoped  the 
Council  would  consider  the  matter  well,  and 
either  very  much  modify  the  amendment  or 
give  way  upon  it.  He  was  convinced  that 
there  were  only  two  courses  before  the  Council 
— either  to  waive  the  amendment  in  clause  2, 
or  that  the  Bill  should  be  dropped.  He  was 
convinced  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better  for 
the  country  that  the  Bill  should  be  dropped 
altogether  than  that  it  should  be  passed  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  amended  by  the  Coun- 
cil. The  Act  now  on  the  statute-book  was,  it 
would  be  remembered,  altered  and  amended 
pretty  much  as  this  measure  had  been :  in 
fact,  it  was  altered  and  amended  so  much  that 
its  author  was  on  the  point  of  dropping  it 
rather  than  accept  the  amendments  of  the 
Council.  It  was  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  he  did  not  adopt  that  course,  because 
there  was  no  doubt  the  present  Act  was  most 
nnsatisfactory.  From  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  other  the  Act  was  the  cause  of  very  great 
dissatisfaction ;  and  of  one  thing  also  he  was 
thoroughly  convinced :  that,  rather  than  pass 
the  Bill  as  amended  by  the  Council,  it  would 
he  very  much  better  to  repeal  the  present  Act 
altogether.  He  thought  that  would  probably  be 
the  best  solution  of  the  whole  question.  But 
there  could  be  no  question,  on  the  other  hand, 
that,  whether  they  upheld  it  or  not,  the  ques- 
tion of  a  compulsory  half-holiday  on  one  day 
in  the  week  had  been  before  the  country  for 
several  years,  and  that  members  had  been  re- 
turned to  the  House  pledged  to  secure  the 
compulsory  half-holiday ;  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  if  there  had  been  a  mandate  on  any 
subject  it  was  on  this  subject.  He  was  quite 
sure  the  country  would  never  accept  the  Bill 
as  it  stood  as  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
Eon.  Mr.  Bowen 


question.  It  was  inevitable  that  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stood  would  cause  a  great  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction and  heartburning,  if  a  shopkeeper  who 
happened  to  employ  a  person  at  5s.  a  week  was 
compelled  to  close,  while  his  next-door  neigh- 
bour, because  he  employed  some  of  his  own 
family,  was  allowed  to  remain  open.  They 
could  all  very  lai^gely  sympathize  with  the  rea- 
son that  influenced  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  introduced  the  amendment,  and  that 
was,  the  possibility  of  hardship  being  caused 
to  small  shopkeepers  who  kept  small  shops 
for  the  purpose  of  their  own  maintenance — 
in  particular,  the  case  of  widows  who  opened 
such  shops  for  the  maintenance  of  themselves 
and  their  families  ;  and,  if  one  were  convinced 
that  the  alteration  of  the  law  would  necessarily 
have  such  an  effect,  the  only  course  one  could 
take  would  be  to  have  an  end  put  to  the  sub- 
ject altogether,  and  to  give  up  attempting 
to  legislate  on  it.  But  he  could  not  believe, 
himself,  that  the  hardship  would  be  anything 
like  what  was  imagined  in  the  case  of  small 
shopkeepers  of  that  class.  If,  for  example, 
the  compulsory  half-holiday  should  be  fixed 
for  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  or  some  other  day 
than  Saturday,  it  could  not  be  contended  even 
by  the  most  ardent  friend  of  the  small  shop- 
keepers that  they  would  suffer  very  much, 
because  the  business  done  on  the  one  evening 
in  the  middle  of  the  week  would  be  very  small 
indeed.  The  hardship  would  arise  only  in  the 
case  of  Saturday  being  declared  the  compul- 
sory day.  In  the  first  place,  it  seemed  to  him 
at  present,  as  far  as  they  could  judge,  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  Saturday  afternoon 
becoming  the  holiday  in  any  of  the  towns  ;  but 
if  Saturday  were  to  become  the  holiday  things 
would  settle  down  and  adjust  themselves  so  that 
Friday  evening  would  really  become  Saturday 
evening  for  the  purposes  of  business :  that  was 
to  say,  wages  would  be  paid  on  Friday  instead 
of  Saturday,  and  people  would  get  into  the 
habit  of  doing  their  shopping  on  Friday  even- 
ing, which  they  now  did  on  Saturday  evening. 
He  was  thoroughly  convinced  they  were  over- 
estimating and  painting  in  too  black  colours 
altogether  the  damage  that  would  be  done  to 
the  shopkeepers  of  this  class.  He  hoped,  at 
all  events,  the  Council  would  well  consider  this : 
whether  it  would  not  be  as  well  to  drop  the 
subject  altogether  rather  than  attempt  to  pass 
another  half-hearted  measure  such  as  was 
passed  by  the  Council  two  years  a^o.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  would  be  a  mischievous  thing 
to  do.  As  he  had  said,  he  was  convinced  that 
the  only  proper  course  for  the  Council  was 
either  to  give  way  in  the  matter  of  these 
amendments,  or  to  say  that  the  present  Act 
should  be  repealed  and  wiped  o&  the  statute- 
book  altogether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KEBB  said  ho  had  given  his 
ideas  and  opinions  on  the  subject  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  he  therefore  did  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  repeat  them  now.  He  believed  the  amend- 
ments the  Council  had  made,  especially  the 
one  in  clause  2,  would  simply  render  the  Bill 
unworkable.    This  amendment  would  give  no 
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satisfaction  either  to  those  who  closed  their 
shops  or  to  those  who  kept  them  open.  Those 
parties  who  granted  their  assistants  a  holiday 
would  consider  thin  unfair  legislation,  and 
would  clamour  until  they  got  their  shops  open 
in  order  to  compete  with  those  whose  shops 
the  law  allowed  to  remain  open.  It  was  hardly 
worth  while  arguing  the  subject.  It  would  be 
better  to  drop  the  Bill  altogether  than  adopt 
this  amendment.  His  impression  was  that  if 
they  did  insist  on  the  amendments  the  Bill 
would  be  dropped  in  another  place.  He  would 
sooner  have  the  law  that  was  passed  two  years 
ago  in  reference  to  shops,  although  it  was  very 
unsatisfactory  indeed.  He  believed  the  Bill  as 
it  stood  would  have  as  pernicious  an  effect,  so 
far  as  the  half-holiday  was  concerned,  as  the 
other.  Therefore  he  trusted  the  Council,  if  it 
wished  the  Bill  to  become  law,  would  not  insist 
-on  the  amendments  it  had  maide. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  the  Council 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGiegor- — that  was,  pass  the  1st 
-clause  and  clause  21,  and  strike  out  the  rest 
of  the  Bill.  That  would  be  a  sensible  way  of 
dealing  with  the  Bill.  Ho  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  proper  way  to  deal  with  it,  because  this 
Bill  had  caused  more  heartburning  and  trouble 
than  any  other  Bill  yet  put  forward,  and  if 
passed  in  the  way  they  proposed  it  was  likely 
to  go  on  causing  heartburning.  Why  should 
not  the  Council  accept  the  proposition  he  had 
made — that  was,  to  make  the  closing-day  a 
half-Sunday — shut  up  every  one,  publichouses 
and  everything  else  ?  That  was  a  fair  com- 
promise to  offer,  and  if  the  other  Chamber 
would  accept  that  he  was  quite  ready  to  com- 
promise in  that  way.  He  oould  not  see  why 
publichouses  should  be  left  open,  or  why  fruit- 
-erers  should  be  left  open,  on  the  half-holiday 
any  more  tfasui  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Butchers? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Yes,  and  butchers 
also.  They  could  do  their  work  on  another 
day.  If  the  proposal  he  made  to  the  Council 
was  not  acceptable,  and  if  they  wished  to  drop 
the  Bill,  by  all  means  let  them  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  it  appeared 
to  him  rather  strange  that,  among  the  honour- 
able members  who  bad  proposed  and  voted  for 
these  amendments,  there  did  not  appear  to 
be  one  who  suggested  the  proper  and  sensible 
course  to  be  token  after  such  carefully  elabo- 
rated arguments  as  they  had  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  agamst  the  amendments. 
If  any  of  these  honourable  gentlemen — he  was 
not  one  of  them,  although  be  bad  supported 
some  of  these  amendments — would  move  that 
the  Council  insist  on  its  amenHments,  and 
appoint  Managers  to  draw  up  reasons,  those 
reasons  would  be  submitted  to  the  Council, 
and  all  this  discussion  would  take  place  on  an 
intelligible  basis,  and  the  Council  would  be  in 
a  position  probably  to  accede  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley,  and  not  insist 
on  the  amendments.  But  in  thus  interposing 
a  discussion  at  this  stage  he  hardly  thought 
the  Council  was  acting  according  to  custom  or 
common-sense. 


The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  did  not  think 
there  was  anything  to  which  he  had  to  reply, 
but,  at  any  rate,  he  did  not  know  that  any 
good  would  come  from  the  discussion.  He 
thought  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Hon.  'Mx. 
Mantell  was  the  proper  one,  and  the  sooner 
they  went  to  a  Conference  the  better,  unless, 
indeed,  the  Council  was  prepared  to  accept 
the  proposal  he  had  made.  At  any  rate,  there 
would  be  a  division  upon  that,  and  upon  the 
decision  whether  they  accepted  or  negatived  it 
the  whole  matter  would  be  settled. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Council  do  not  insist  on  its  amendments." 

Ayes,  14. 

Bolt  Kenny  Morris 

Buokley  Kerr  Bigg 

Feldwick  MacGregor  Stewart 

Jenkinson  MoCullough  Whyte. 

Kelly  Montgomery 

Nobs,  19. 
-Acland  McLean  Stevens 

Bamicoat  Oliver  Swanson 

Bonar  Peacock  Taiaroa 

Bo  wen  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Dignan  Reynolds  Whitmoro 

Holmes  Richardson        Williams. 

Mantell 

Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Jennings.  Shrimski. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Motion  negatived. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  and 
the  mover  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw 
up  reasons  for  the  Council  insisting  on  its 
amendments. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  the 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  enable  the  Government 
to  afford  to  settlers  an  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing money  in  small  sums  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest.  This  is  one  of  the  measures  which 
I  think  the  country  has  had  before  it  during 
the  last  election,  and  one  which  has  been  re- 
ceived and  passed  by  the  members  in  another 
place,  as  carrying  out  the  mandate  of  the  people 
at  that  election.  Sir,  this  is  no  new  mode  of 
dealing  with  a  question  of  this  character.  The 
system  has  been  in  vogue  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury in  Germany  and  for  a  shorter  period  in 
France,  and  has  worked  with  remarkably  good 
effect;  and,  looking  at  the  safeguards  which 
surround  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape,  I  think 
the  country  may  be  congratulated  upon  having 
given  such  a  mandate  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them 
in  carrying  out  the  work  of  colonisation.  The 
same  reason  which  existed  in  Germany  and  in 
France  when  the  system  was  initiated  there 
exists  to-day  in  this  country — namely,  that  the 
amount  of  interest  charged  on  money  is  too 
great  for  people  to  pay ;  and  seeing  that,  and 
seeing  also  the  low  prices  of  our  products  and 
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the  bad  harvests  which  sometimes  oconr,  the 
Government  thought  it  desirable  to  give  effect 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people  by  introducing  this 
Bill.  This  measure  has  received  the  most 
serious  consideration  in  the  House  where  the 
people  are  represented,  and,  in  view  of  the 
large  majorities  by  which  the  principles  of 
the  Bill  have  been  carried  there,  I  trust  this 
Council  in  dealing  with  it  will  give  expres- 
sion to  the  wish  of  the  people  in  the  same 
way  that  their  representatives  have  done.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  have  any  degree  of 
sympathy  with  those  who  believe  that  this 
Council  does  not  give  expression  to  the  wish  of 
the  people.  I  know  very  well,  as  I  said  a  few 
days  ago,  that  the  Council's  great  object  is  first 
to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and, 
having  ascertained  those  wishes,  to  give  effect 
to  them ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  be  ready  to  do 
that  in  this  instance.  If  the  money-lenders 
and  financial  institutions  amongst  us  bad  only 
relented  a  little  and  charged  less  interest  on 
the  money  they  lent,  the  Government  would 
never  have  ventured  to  introduce  this  Bill ;  but 
we  know  very  well  that  these  institutions  not 
only  extract  their  pound  of  ilesh,  but  also  draw 
blood  occasionally  ;  and  many  hard-working 
men  to-day,  in  consequence  of  the  largo 
amount  of  interest  that  they  have  been  paying 
for  money,  are  without  homo  or  habitation. 
This  Bill  principally  provides  for  the  ma- 
chinery required,  to  which  I  will  briefly  call 
attention,  after  having  explained  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill.  The  First  Part  of  the  BUI 
provides  for  an  office,  to  be  called  the  Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  Honour- 
able members  perhaps  may  suppose  that  the 
intention  is  to  establish  a  new  office  and  a  new 
department.  Sir,  the  machinery  is  already 
prepared,  the  office  is  equipped,  no  new  depart- 
ment will  be  made,  and  the  whole  matter  will 
be  managed  in  the  same  way  as  the  other 
lending  offices  of  the  Government  are  managed, 
and  by  the  same  Board.  The  Governor  is  em- 
powered by  this  Bill  to  appoint  a  Superintend- 
ent, who  is  to  be  a  corporation  sole,  with  the 
right  of  succession,  and  whose  appointment 
will  be  during  pleasure.  He  is  to  be  supported 
by  a  staff  of  officials,  and  they  are  to  manage 
entirely  the  internal  economy  of  the  establish- 
ment. In  addition  to  the  staff,  there  will  be 
what  are  known  as  the  General  Board  and  the 
District  Board.  Now,  I  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  General  Board.  The  Superin- 
tendent, of  course,  will  be  ex  officio  a  member — 
that  is,  Chairman  of  the  Board — "  and  the  six 
persons  holding' for  the  time  being  the  offices 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Public  Trustee, 
the  Government  Insurance  Commissioner, 
the  Surveyor- General,  the  Solicitor- General, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes  shall  be  ex 
officio  members  of  the  General  Board."  Those 
officers  now  compose  the  Board  known  as  the 
Public  Trust  Office  Board  and  also  the  Go- 
vernment Insurance  Board,  and  they  will  be 
able  to  manage,  and  assist  the  Superinten- 
dent in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
are  imposed  upon  him  in  this  Bill.  Four  of 
Eon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


these  members  are  to  be  a  quorum,  and  every 
matter  which  comes  before  thera  is  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  majority.  Then,  there  is  to  be  a 
District  Board,  to  be  composed  of  not  less  than 
three  officials,  if  the  officials  are  to  be  found  in 
the  district ;  if  not,  three  suitable  persons  ore 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Then,  clause 
25  provides  for  the  classes  of  land  upon  which 
money  may  be  lent  out  on  interest.  I  need  not 
do  more  than  refer  to  them ;  they  are  named  in 
clause  25.  There  are  freehold  lands  held  in  fee- 
simple.  Crown  land  on  perpetual  lease,  Crown 
land  held  under  Parts  III.  and  IV.  of  "The 
Land  Act,  1892,"  Crown  land  held  on  lease  as  a. 
small  grazing-run,  Crown  land  held  on  agrioul- 
tural  lease  under  the  Mining  Act  of  1891,  Crown 
land  held  on  lease — not  being  for  mining  pur- 
poses— under  "  The  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal- 
fields Administration  Act,  1877,"  and  Native 
land  held  on  lease  in  perpetuity  under  "  The 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Act,  1892." 
Then,  there  are  two  or  three  modes  by  which 
funds  may  be  obtained  by  the  Treasurer  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  They  are  by  debentures,  by  inscribed 
stock,  and  by  what  is  known  as  the  Land-bond 
Fund,  which  is  a  new  method  provided  for  in 
this  Bill.  Now  I  come  to  the  importai>t  part 
— Part  IV.  Part  IV.  deals  with  the  manner  in 
which  advances  are  to  be  made;  and  here  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  one  particular  matter.  I  may  b« 
accused  of  having  introduced  a  Bill  that  is 
badly  drafted,  and  I  therefore  call  the  atten- 
tion of  honourable  members  to  subsection  (8) 
of  clause  42.  It  is  peculiarly  drawn,  and  would 
seem  to  have  been  altered  to  its  present  form 
out  of  sheer  "  cussedness"  in  another  place.  The 
original  subsection  said  that  no  smaller  sunt 
than  £50  should  be  advanced ;  and  here  by 
some  means  or  other  the  sum  of  £25  has  been 
inserted,  leaving  the  £50  standing,  so  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  understand  it.  How- 
ever, I  wish  to  exonerate  the  draftsman,  and 
the  hnnourable  gentleman  who  hod  charge  of 
the  measure  in  another  place,  fronk  any  share 
in  the  bad  drafting  of  this  clause.  The  sab- 
section  now  reads  thus :  "  No  advance  shall 
be  granted  for  a  sum  of  less  than  twenty-five 
pounds,  nor  for  more  than  five  thousand  pounds, 
and  every  advance  shall  be  for  fifty  pounds, 
or  a  multiple  of  fifty  pounds."  Advances  are 
to  be  made  on  freehold  secarities  to  an  ex- 
tent not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  the  valno 
in  the  case  of  country  lands,  and  in  the  caaa 
of  urban  and  suburban  lands  to  the  extent  of 
one-lialf  the  value,  and  in  the  case  of  lease- 
hold lands  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one- 
half  of  the  value  of  the  lessee's  interest.  And 
provision  is  taken  under  this  Bill  by  which 
applications  for  sums  not  exceeding  £500  ore 
to  have  priority.  The  advances  are  to  be  made 
as  the  Superintendent  may  require  them,  and 
the  money  to  be  raised  is  only  to  be  useid  for 
the  purpose  of  making  advances,  and  not  ased 
for  any  other  purpose.  The  Bill  also  provides 
for  special  accounts,  and  for  the  audit  of  ac- 
counts, and  it  further  provides — which  I  think 
is  one  of  the  most  important  provisions  in  Pacb 
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VI. — for  an  Assurance  Fond.  Clause  62  deals 
nith  this  qaestioa  very  clearly.     It  says, — 

"One-tenth  as  aforesaid  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived in  respect  of  interest  on  investments 
under  this  Act  shall,  as  and  when  paid  into  the 
Management  Account,  be  thence  transferred 
and  paid  over  to  the  Public  Trustee  as  an  As- 
surance Fund." 

That,  Sir,  will  be  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
any  losses  or  contingencies  that  may  arise.  It 
is  a  very  desirable  clause,  and  one  which  I  am 
sure  wiU  commend  itself  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Council.  The  currency  of  the  loan  is  to  be 
for  a  period  of  thirty -six  years  and  a  half. 
Upon  this  loan  the  borrower  will  pay  5  per  cent, 
interest,  which  will  be  payable  half-yearly,  and 
1  per  cent,  to  pay  ofi  the  capital,  so  that  at  the 
expiration  of  thirty-six  years  and  a  half  the 
whole  amount  of  the  loan  will  be  wiped  out. 
In  addition  to  that,  the  borrower  is  allowed  at 
any  time  to  pay  off  any  portion  of  this  money, 
with  which  he  is  credited,  and  for  money 
so  repaid  he  receives  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 
per  cent.  Now,  as  I  have  stated,  the  Bill,  with 
the  exception  of  the  portions  I  have  referred  to, 
is  of  a  mere  machinery  character;  and  the 
schedules  are  elaborate.  The  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  mortgages  is  very  simple.  The  mort- 
gages, or  dockets,  as  they  are  called  here,  are 
of  the  simplest  character.  The  Bill  provides 
that  "  In  every  mortgage  docket  there  shall  be 
implied  on  the  part  of  the  mortgagor,  and  in 
favour  of  the  mortgagee,  the  covenants  and  the 
conditions"  specially  stated  in  the  Bill  itself. 
At  the  end  of  the  Bill  there  will  be  found 
several  schedules,  but  the  most  important  of 
all  is  the  Second  Schedule,  which  shows  the 
amoimt  that  is  to  bo  paid  half-yearly  in  interest, 
and  the  amounts  paid  in  reduction  of  the 
capital.  The  schedule  has  been  ccrtilled  to  by 
competent  actuaries,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  to  be  perfectly  correct.  As  I  have  said 
before,  it  is  our  desire  to  a£Eord  facilities  to 
people  to  borrow  money  at  the  cheapest  pos- 
sible rate  of  interest.  We  think  this  is  one  of 
the  best  means  for  doing  that.  There  is  a 
clamour  from  end  to  end  of  the  colony  for  this 
method  of  advancing  cheap  money,  and  we 
should  not  be  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  upon 
us  if  we  resisted  the  call  that  has  been  made 
upon  us  by  the  people.  Ac  the  last  election 
the  matter  was  brought  forward  prominently 
upon  every  platform  of  the  country — cheap 
money  for  the  people — and  we  have  endeavoured 
faithfully  to  carry  out  their  wishes  in  this  Bill. 
I  move,  Tliat  this  hill  be  nmo  read  tlie  second 
time. 

Debate  adjourned. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

ADJODIUIED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  when  this 
Bill  was  before  the  Council  yesterday  I  thought 
it  was  not  getting  that  kind  of  consideration 
that  was  necessary  for  a  Bill  of  such  an  im- 
portant nature  as  this,  and  it  was  with  the  view 
of  its  getting  more  consideration,  and  to  enable 
UB  to  see  what  could  be  done  with  it,  that  I 
moved  the  adjournment  of   the  debate.    The 


Bill  coming  at  a  period  of  depression  like  the 
present  is  a  Bill  of  serious  consequence  to  the 
colony,  and  therefore  we  must  approach  the 
subject  from  different  points  of  view,  to  sea 
whether  it  is  good  for  the  colony  that  this  Bill 
should  pass,  or  whether  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  thrown  out. 
It  has  often  been  thought  that  a  loan  of  about 
£250,000  might  be  safely  floated  in  the  colony. 
That  has  been  discussed  for  a  good  many 
years  now,  but  it  has  never  yet  been  attempted. 
Now,  whether  the  present  is  a  good  time  to 
attempt  this  or  not  honourable  members  must 
judge  for  themselves.  When  you  come  to  con- 
sider the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  colony, 
the  interference  of  this  Bill  may  be  consider- 
able, or  it  may  create  no  diiSculty  at  all.  The 
main  point  is  this  :  Many  people  have  said  that 
the  banks  are  overflowing  with  money,  and  that 
this  Bill  is  a  necessity  to  find  investments  for 
the  people.  Well,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  that 
the  banks  are  not  overflowing  with  money,  and 
that  there  is  plenty  of  employment  for  capital. 
And  I  would  say  this  for  the  institution  I 
am  connected  with :  If  we  had  had  £dO0,0OO, 
£600,000,  or  £700,000  more  we  could  have  lent 
it  very  satisfactorily ;  so  that  it  is  a  delusion  to 
say  that  the  banks  are  full  of  money.  Of  course 
it  may  be  the  case  that  other  banks,  which  it 
may  suit  to  take  away  money  from  here  when 
there  is  good  investment  elsewhere,  and  to  bring 
it  back  when  there  is  a  good  chance  of  invest- 
ment here,  may  be  full  of  money.  That  is  a 
matter  we  cannot  control.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  being  a  business-man, 
has  read  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  has  seen 
that  the  Post-0£Sce  deposits  are  not  quite  as 
safe  to  keep  as  what  Consols  would  bo  under  a 
Bill  like  this.  Some  honourable  gentleman 
was  saying  that  the  savings-bank  deposits  were 
quite  safe.  Why,  it  is  not  many  years  ago  that 
a  gentleman,  declaring  that  they  were  insecure, 
created  a  run  of  £44,000  on  the  colony's  savings- 
banks.  When  people  get  into  a  panic  they  are 
no  more  amenable  to  reason  in  regard  to  Go- 
vernment banks  than  to  any  other  banks.  So 
that  I  can  see  what  the  Treasurer  is  seeking  to 
do  is  to  change  the  investments  from  deposits 
at  call  to  Consols  for  thirty-six  years.  All  of  us 
would  like  to  follow  the  same  course  and  to 
do  the  same  thing  if  we  could,  for  then  the 
money  would  not  be  subject  to  withdrawal 
in  times  of  panic.  Now,  will  this  Consols  Bill 
do  what  is  being  done  by  the  savings-banks? 
It  will  not.  The  savings-banks  have  deposits  of 
very  small  amounts.  They  are  added  to  by  sums 
of  Ss.,  10s.,  or  £1,  and  so  depositors  continue 
adding  up.  This  Bill  will  not  touch  that  class  of 
deposits  at  all.  Then,  I  come  to  another  class 
it  is  supposed  to  touch,  and  that  is  the  invest- 
ment of  trust  money.  Is  it  well  that  these 
trust  moneys  should  be  taken  for  this  invest- 
ment ?  How  have  they  been  invested  hither- 
to, and  what  good  have  these  trust  moneys 
done  7  We  know  the  trust  moneys  are  confined 
to  special  investments.  Take  the  North  Island 
here:  how  far  would  it  have  been  improved 
except  for  these  trust  moneys?  These  trust 
moneys  have  been  lent  on  properties  all  over 
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the  North  Island — to  do  what  ?  To  enable  the 
proprietors  of  that  land  to  fell  the  bash,  to  sow 
the  country,  and  °to  bring  it  into  profitable 
occupation  :  so  that  it  is  not  wise  and  not  well 
for  the  Treasurer  to  seek  that  class  of  invest- 
ment too  much,  and  to  hzinff  it  out  of  the  em- 
ployment to  which  it  has  hitherto  been  put. 
The  question  of  Government  investments  can- 
not touch  anything  unless  it  touches  the  indus- 
tries of  the  people,  and  while  the  Government 
is  getting  money  it  may  do  considerable  harm 
to  the  investments.  Now,  Sir,  people  talk 
about  getting  cheap  money.  How  does  money 
become  cheap  ?  Sloney  is  cheap  because  of 
the  distress  all  over  the  world.  It  is  hoarded 
up  and  put  in  the  Bank  of  England,  and  they 
get  nothing  for  it,  simply  because  they  are 
afraid  to  trust  it  out.  If  the  country  became 
prosperous  again,  money  would  go  up  again 
quickly  enough,  you  would  find.  Money  would 
rise  in  value.  When  money  rises  in  value 
it  means  that  things  are  prosperous,  and  it 
is  the  opposite  when  money  is  at  a  very  low 
rate.  If  you  see  money  fetching  a  good  price, 
as  well  as  other  articles  in  the  market,  we  are 
succeeding,  and  everything  is  flourishing.  So 
it  is  with  the  rise  in  price  of  grain  and  other 
produce.  One  honourable  gencleman  laid  very 
great  stress  last  night  on  the  fact  that  the  result 
of  this  measure  would  be  to  transfer  money 
from  the  banks  to  these  Consols.  We  must 
not  forget  that  the  more  money  that  is  taken 
away  from  the  banks  the  more  money  is 
withdrawn  from  the  trade  of  the  country.  The 
banks  do  not  keep  money  locked  up  in  safes. 
They  accept  deposits  from  all  people,  and  they 
lend  it  out  in  the  business  of  the  country.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  pay  the  share- 
holders a  dividend,  or  to  pay  their  expenses,  if 
they  locked  it  up.  As  for  saying  this  money 
would  go  into  the  Government  bank,  how  could 
the  Government  bank  keep  it,  and  pay  the  in- 
terest on  it,  unless  they  put  it  into  profitable 
occupation?  The  thing  is  ridiculous.  The 
hank  would  have  to  put  it  into  profitable  em- 
ployment if  it  were  put  in  the  bank.  Now, 
Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  distrust, 
and  it  is  said  this  Bill  will  draw  money  from 
people  who  have  hoarded  it  up  by  putting  it  in 
the  ground,  or  in  stockings,  as  the  saying  is. 
Well,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  will  do 
that,  or  whether  there  is  much  hidden  away 
in  stockings.  The  difficulty  that  faces  New 
Zealand  is  that  we  are  not  old  enough  yet  to 
have  acquired  wealth,  and  there  is  very  little 
acquired  wealth  in  New  Zealand.  The  Austra- 
lian Colonies  are  older,  and  the  people  there 
have  acquired  wealth,  and  have  been  able  to 
lend  money  within  themselves  ;  but  we  are  not 
in  that  position  here.  So  far  as  this  Bill  goes, 
however,  to  take  the  place  of  larger  deposits 
in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank,  I  have  no 
objection  to  it,  and,  if  the  Government  would 
agree  to  reduce  the  amount  to  a  moderate  sum, 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  see  the  Bill  given 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— You 
do  not  want  money,  I  expect  ? 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  should  be  sorry 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


to  profess  that  I  did  not  want  money.  We  alt 
want  money,  and  I  should  like  to  get  some  of  it 
myself. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— And 
pay  interest  on  it,  of  course  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. —  Oh,  yes.  Sir, 
there  is  a  point  in  this  Bill  I  should  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to,  and  I 
would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
it,  and  that  is  the  portion  of  the  Bill  under 
which  they  can  inscribe  the  stock  so  that  it 
might  be  converted  in  England.  Now,  we  are 
getting  into  a  very  dangerous  position  with  this 
inscribed  stock,  and  the  difficulty  may  face  us 
at  any  time.  If  the  English  public  take  note 
of  the  floating  of  inscribed  stcck  privately,  and 
getting  it  on  the  market  privately,  instead  of 
putting  it  on  the  market  publicly  when  every 
one  would  know  that  it  was  being  put  on  the 
market,  it  will  lead  to  complications.  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  fact  that  we  had  the  Cheviot  money 
floated  in  debentures.  That  was  floated  away 
into  London.  We  then  had  other  purchases. 
Under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  for  in- 
stance, debentures  were  issued,  and  they  are 
finding  their  way  to  London,  and  are  being  sold 
privately.  It  will  certainly  be  the  some  in  this 
case.  We  shall  one  day  have  an  awakening. 
People  will  see  that  our  loans  are  increasing; 
and  they  will  wonder  how  they  are  increasing, 
because  they  have  not  seen  them  put  on  the 
market.  We  might  get  into  trouble  in  that 
way,  and  I  hope  serious  consideration  will  be 
given  to  the  matter  by  the  Government  before 
dealing  with  any  more  money  in  the  same  way. 
I  have  said  that  I  am  quite  willing  to  see  the 
system  fairly  tried ;  but  I  believe  we  cannot 
touch  this  Bill,  as  it  is  a  money  Bill. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— It  is 
not  a  money  Bill  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.- 1  believe,  Sur,  it 
is  a  money  Bill,  and  that  we  cannot  touch  it ; 
but,  if  I  am  wrong  in  that,  the  Council  can,  of 
course,  deal  with  the  Bill  as  it  thinks  fit.  I 
should  like,  however,  to  say  that  I  cannot  agree 
to  vote  for  the  Bill  unless  the  amount  is  re- 
duced. If  it  were  re'duced  in  amount,  say,  to 
£250,000  for  the  year,  so  as  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  test  tho  system,  I  should  not  like 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  its  being  tested,  because 
I  think  it  is  a  fair  proposition  to  make.  If  we 
agree  to  try  £250,000  for  the  first  year,  then  we 
could  see  whether  it  was  a  success  or  not;  and 
if  it  was  a  success,  then  it  could  be  extended. 
My  own  idea  is  this :  that  if  everything  were 
going  well  in  the  colony  the  Bill  would  be  a 
failure,  and  it  can  only  succeed  through  a  lack 
of  public  confidence  in  other  institutions.  That 
is  the  only  way  success  can  attend  it,  and  for 
that  reason  the  Government  themselves  would 
be  wise  in  not  endeavouring  to  withdraw  too 
much  money  out  of  circulation  and  out  of 
the  active  trade  of  the  country — not  to  destroy 
that  trade  for  the  purpose  of  getting  this 
money.  As  for  the  Government  employing 
this  money,  they  have  many  ways  in  which 
they  could  do  so.  They  have  their  loans  to 
local  bodies.     They  could  take  the  Treasury 
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bills  and  reduco  them,  aod  I  have  no  objection 
to  their  using  the  money  in  that  way ;  but  I 
would  suggest  that,  U  the  Qovernment  would 
agree  to  modify  their  proposal,  the  Council 
should  allow  the  Bill  to  be  tested,  so  as  to  see 
whether  it  will  prove  a  success  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— Sir,  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  last  speaker  that  dear  money  always 
acoompnnies  prosperity  in  any  country.  My 
opinion  is  that  dear  money  would  cause  indus- 
tries to  suffer  by  increasing  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, which  would  be  disastrous  in  face  of 
the  low  prices  of  produce.  With  regard  to  the 
Bill  itself,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  a  bor- 
rowing Bill  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term, 
because  until  the  money  is  specially  appro- 
priated by  Act  of  the  Assembly  it  is  simply  a 
trust  fund  in  the  Public  Account.  When  it  is 
appropriated  it  will  then  partake  of  the  nature 
of  a  loan  for  public  purposes.  I  think  this  is 
a  very  convenient  way  for  the  Government  to 
find  money  for  the  purposes  of  permanent  Ap- 
propriation Acts  that  are  already  in  existence, 
and  it  will  be  a  great  convenience  for  the  pub- 
lic to  be  able  to  get  safe  investments  for  their 
money  if  they  cannot  do  so  at  present,  because 
some  persons  prefer  to  receive  a  low  rate  oi 
interest  when  by  accepting  it  they  can  get  as 
near  safety  for  their  investments  as  possible— 
that  is,  the  guarantee  of  tho  colony.  Invest- 
ment in  banks  is  not  always  safe,  because 
the  banks  have  in  some  coses  to  come  to  the 
colony  to  guarantee  their  own  existence.  Only 
last  session  an  Act  was  passed  which  gave 
power  to  the  Qovernment  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Have  any  of  the 
banks  applied  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  know,  but 
it  was  considered  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony  to  pass  such  an  Act — an  Act  which 
is  still  in  existence  and  available  as  a  remedy 
against  possible  disaster,  brought  about  by  fool- 
ish commercial  panics.  Sir,  this  Bill  has  been 
denounced  as  a  borrowing  Bill,  and  it  has 
been  stated  that  the  colony  returned  members 
pledged  not  to  borrow ;  but  what  do  we  find  ? 
That  those  who  cry  out  most  against  borrowing 
are  the  most  anxious  to  get  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  comforts  and  convenience  of 
their  own  districts.  But  how  are  roads  and 
bridges  to  be  made  unless  we  borrow  in  some 
shape  or  form  7  It  cannot  be  done  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  because  the  Consolidated 
Fund  is  to  meet  the  ordinary  requirements  of 
departmental  administration.  If  the  colony  is 
to  progress  by  settling  our  waste  lands,  money 
must  be  found  for  roads  and  bridges  to  make 
settlement  possible.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
most  convenient  means  of  finding  that  money. 
Then,  with  regard  to  Tresisury  bills,  the  amount 
we  are  authorised  to  raise  by  Treasury  bills  is 
about  £1,300,000— over  a  million  of  money.  Of 
coarse  this  money  must  be  found  in  some  way 
or  other.  It  must  be  taken  out  of  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank,  or  the  Insurance  funds, 
or  from  the  Public  Trust  funds.  I  think  this 
could  be  worked  very  well  if  the  Savings-Bank 
would  limit  their  deposits  to  £200.    This  would 


provide  for  small  investors ;  and  under  this  Bill 
larger  deposits  could  be  made,  and  then  both 
systems  would  work  in  harmony.  One  of  the 
greatest  dangers  in  regard  to  savings-banks,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  is  that 
the  moneys  are  at  call,  and  in  times  of  finan- 
cial disaster  there  may  possibly  be  a  run  on 
the  banks.  In  this  respect  I  think  the  same 
safeguard  should  be  taken  with  regard  to 
savings-banks  as  has  been  already  taken  with 
gard  to  ordinary  banks :  that  is,  in  times  of 
panic,  if  there  should  not  be  sufficient  gold  to 
meet  the  demands  mode  upon  the  Qovernment, 
a  legal  tender  should  be  established  by  law  to 
supply  the  place  of  money.  It  seems  to  be  the 
idea  of  some  honourable  members  that  because 
the  Government  will  secure  some  of  the  money 
in  the  colony  it  will  affect  the  industries  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  see  it,  because  tho  money 
will  not  be  lost  to  the  colony.  It  simply 
assumes  the  shape  of  a  bank-note,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  diverted  from  industrial  pursuits, 
if  those  persons  who  hold  Consols  wish  to  apply 
their  money  to  such  purposes.  I  do  not  think 
in  that  respect  there  will  be  any  injury  what- 
ever. I  think  the  Bill,  as  a  whole,  is  a  very 
useful  one,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  should  like  to 
have  some  indication  from  the  Government  as 
to  whether  they  are  ready  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  as  to  lessening 
the  amount  it  is  proposed  to  borrow  under  this 
scheme.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  voting 
for  a  trial  of  such  a  method  of  raising  money, 
and  affording  people  some  means  of  getting  a 
certain  investment  with  the  Government,  if 
the  experiment  were  confined  within  reason- 
able limits.  I  have  listened  to  several  pro- 
posals made  during  past  years  in  the  colony  for 
trying  such  an  experiment,  and  I  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  there 
would  be  no  danger  at  all  in  trying  such  an 
experiment  if  it  were  confined  within  reason- 
able limits,  and  if  we  were  permitted,  before 
embarking  in  a  very  large  scheme  of  this 
character,  to  ascertain  its  suitability  to  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  are  situated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO^f  AR.— I  feel,  in  common 
with  many  others,  that  the  magnitude  of  this 
proposal  demands  our  most  careful  attention, 
and  I  could  not  moke  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  a 
million  to  be  borrowed  m  this  way.  I  felt  very 
much  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  capital  from 
the  banks,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of 
that  amount  from  the  industries  of  the  colony. 
I  am  sure,  with  him,  also  that  there  is  not 
that  quantity  of  spare  cash  which  is  sup- 
posed to  exist,  and  which  it  is  anticipated 
would  be  absorbed  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill.  If  there  is  a  large  amount  of  surplus 
cash  it  might  be  convenient  to  many  to  put 
their  money  into  an  absolutely  safe  invest- 
ment, and  get  4  per  cent,  for  it.  But  I  fear 
such  is  not  the  case,  and  from  our  general 
knowledge  we  may  say  that  we  know  it  is  not 
the  case.  And  therefore  money  in  the  colony 
may  be  withdrawn  from  useful  employment 
in  developing  the  colony.    That  is  my  great 
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difBouIty.  Whether,  in  the  event  of  any  modi- 
fication as  to  the  amount  to  be  raised  under  the 
new  scheme,  I  might  support  it,  is  a  matter  to 
which  I  might  give  further  consideration,  but 
I  can  bo  no  party  to  agreeing  to  raising  within 
the  colony  the  sum  of  a  million  of  mone^. 
There  is  one  point  which  I  suppose  I  am  stupid 
enough  not  to  understand,  but  I  should  be 
glad  if  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  reply 
would  refer  to  it.  It  is  in  connection  with 
clause  37  : — 

"  The  Registrar  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  accept  Government  securi- 
ties in  lieu  of  cash  for  Consols  under  this  Act, 
upon  such  terms  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may 
think  fit." 

I  confess  I  do  not  know  what  this  means.  I 
understand  the  object  of  this  is  to  get  cash  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  but  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  issue  Consols  and  accept  Govern- 
ment securities  in  lieu  of  cash  it  is  a  great 
mistake.  They  may  be  taking  Government 
securities  at  3}  per  cent.,  and  issuing  Consols 
on  which  they  are  going  to  pay  4  per  cent. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  E.EBR.— I  never  like  to  give 
a  silent  vote  on  an  important  question.  I 
think  the  Attorney-General,  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  explained  it  very  satisfactorily  and  fully. 
He  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  encourage 
thrift  amongst  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  I 
could  not  see  much  in  the  remarks  of  the  four 
or  five  honourable  gentlemen  who  followed 
him.  The  great  objection  to  the  Bill  seemed 
to  be  that  it  was  a  borrowing  Bill.  They 
seemed  to  harp  on  the  word  "  borrowing,"  and 
had  no  other  objection  to  urge  against  it  except 
that  it  was  a  "  borrowing "  Bill.  Now,  is  it 
any  more  borrowing  than  the  Post  Office  taking 
deposits  from  their  numerous  customers,  or 
than  the  banks  taking  deposits  from  their  cus- 
tomers ?    I  think  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— That  is  borrow- 
ing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR. —Surely.  I  always 
look  on  banks  as  borrowing  from  their  cus- 
tomers ;  they  give  4  per  cent,  and  lend  out  at  8 
and  10  per  cent.  But  this  system  of  borrowing 
is  for  a  different  object.  It  is  to  secure  good 
investments  for  the  people  of  New  Zealand — 
investments  that  can  be  relied  upon  at  any 
time.  Has  thrift  been  encouraged  in  the  past  1 
Judging  from  our  history  I  do  not  think  it  has 
been.  In  the  other  colonies,  if  not  in  this,  I 
think  thrift  has  been  very  much  discouraged. 
People  have  lived  economically,  and  have  put 
their  savings  into  the  banks  and  financial 
institutions,  and  if  thrift  has  not  been  dis- 
couraged by  the  failure  of  banks  and  the 
"  reconstruction  "  of  financial  institutions  I  do 
not  know  what  discouragement  is.  This  Bill, 
I  understand,  gives  power  to  the  Government  to 
receive  sums  of  money  not  only  from  indivi- 
duals, but  money  held  in  trust :  in  fact,  it  will 
hnld  the  money  of  those  who  during  their  life- 
time have  gathered  sums  up  to  £500  or  £1,000 
or  £2,000,  and  wish  to  make  provision  for  those 
they  may  leave  behind  them.  The  Govern- 
ment, looking,  no  doubt,  at  all  the  surroundings 
of  our  financial  difficulties  in  the  past,  have 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


brought  in  this  Bill  to  afiord  a  safe  and  secure 
investment  for  these  people  who  are  desirous 
of  securing  their  money  safely  in  time  to  come. 
I  have  not  a  great  deal  to  urge  further  than 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  it — that  the 
Government,  along  with  the  other  Bills  they 
have  introduced,  is  providing  a  safe  invest- 
ment for  the  poorer  classes  in  New  Zealand. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  Bill  is  not  for  the 
poorer  classes.  But  it  must  also  be  taken 
into  account  that  the  Savings- Bank  only  takes 
money  to  about  £500,  and,  if  I  am  correctly 
informed,  the  Treasurer  can  reduce  the  inter- 
est to  2  per  cent,  at  any  time  he  chooses.  By 
making  a  safe  investment  under  this  Bill  4  per 
cent,  is  secured  to  those  who  invest,  and  that 
is  a  fair  amount  to  those  who  wish  for  a  safe 
investment  with  small  interest.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
capital  that  is  stored  up  in  Now  Zealand, 
and  it  has  also  been  stated  that  money 
is  overfiowing  in  the  banks — that  colonists 
are  holding  it,  and  would  not  invest  in  this 
country,  and  are  sending  it  away  to  England 
and  elsewhere  for  investment,  because  they 
have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Zealand.  Let  us  see  by  this 
Bill  whether  there  is  money  in  the  country, 
and  whether  the  people  are  willing  or  not  to 
invest  it  when  they  find  safe  security.  I  am 
sure  those  who  have  money  in  stockings  or 
teapots,  or  hidden  underground,  when  they 
find  the  Government  willing  to  receive  their 
money,  will  bring  it  forth  and  moke  it  repro- 
ductive. I  think,  if  it  were  for  nothing  else, 
that  we  should  find  this  out.  The  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Government  ought  to  bo  put  to 
the  test,  and  we  could  put  it  to  no  better  teat 
than  by  calling  on  those  who  have  money  to 
invest  it  by  taking  the  Consols  that  are  now 
offered  by  this  Bill.  I  think  it  is  only  fair  and 
reasonable  that  the  Bill  should  be  passed  by 
the  Council.  It  is  a  policy  measure,  and  has 
been  introduced  to  afford  relief  and  protection 
to  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  This  and  the 
other  money  Bills  have  been  brought  forward, 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  this  Council  should  not  hastily 
or  hurriedly  reject  it.  I  believe  that  it  is  the 
wish  and  desire  of  the  people  that  Bills  such 
as  the  Consols  and  Advances  to  Settlers  Bills 
and  liberal  measures  such  as  these  should  be 
passed.  I  also  believe  that  if  these  Bills  are 
not  passed  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  rest  satisfied,  but  will  bring  such  pressure 
that  this  Council  wiU  have  to  pass  them.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  we  are  sent  here  to 
check  and  revise.  Wo  are  here  not  only  to 
do  that,  but  to  assist  in  the  legislation  of 
this  colony.  I  have  heard  a  great  many 
complaints  this  session  with  regard  to  the 
slovenly  manner  in  which  the  Government 
have  sent  down  Bills  that  required  hours 
and  days  of  labour  to  lick  them,  as  it  were, 
into  shape.  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  the  duty  of 
this  Council,  and  of  the  House  also,  to  revise 
and  to  alter  and  to  bring  into  proper  form  a 
Bill  if  it  is  not  in  the  shape  it  should  be  in — to 
improve  the  machinery  so  that  the  Bill  will 
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be  workable  7  If  that  is  not  our  daty,  viheA  I 
«re  we  here  for  ?  That  is  one  of  the  principal  | 
duties  that  we  have  to  perform,  and  in  doing 
«o  we  only  do  our  duty  and  no  more.  I  really 
think  honourable  members  overstep  the  mark 
when  they  malign  and  say  ill  things  of  the 
-Oovernment  because  a  Bill  may  be  a  little 
faulty.  We  know  well  that  the  Government 
have  onerous  duties  to  perform,  and  that  these 
-duties  occupy  members  of  the  Ministry  day  and 
night  during  the  session,  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  a  Bill  occasionally  comes  up  framed  in  a 
manner  that  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Council. 
I  will  simply  conclude  by  expressing  the  great 
need  there  is,  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand, — I  will  not  say  the  poorer  classes, 
but  in  the  interests  of  the  well-to-do  people 
also, — that  some  safe  security  should  be  given 
them  to  invest  the  funds  that  they  ate  not 
prepared  to  put  into  enterprises,  in  buildings, 
-or  m  companies.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
I  would  say,  keep  away  from  companies :  they 
•le  very  awkward  things  to  have  anything  to 
do  with;  and  if  people  can  get  only  2  per  cent. 
for  Consols  let  them  accept  that,  because  they 
know  they  will  get  back  the  principal,  and  that 
is  more  than  ^ose  who  enter  companies  can 
depend  upon.  In  some  companies  both  the 
principal  and  interest  go.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  pass  this  measure,  and  show  to  the  country 
that  we  have  a  real  desire  for  progress. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  Bill.  It  is,  as  we  have 
been  told,  a  policy  measure  of  the  Government, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  treated  with  due  re- 
ject. Now,  Sir,  I  am  quite  willing,  unlike 
some  previous  speakers,  to  assume  that  the 
real  object  of  this  Bill  is  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
amble— namely,  to  afford  safe  investments  for 
the  savings  of  the  people.  I  am  also  willing  to 
assume  that  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  certain  amount  of  money  to  play  with,  as 
has  been  suggested  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
I  am  also  disposed  to  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kelly  when  ho  says  that  the  Bill  is  not,  in  the 
lull  sense  of  the  term,  a  borrowing  measure 
iintil  appropriation  is  made  for  the  purpose  of 
using  the  money.  But  while  looking  at  the 
Bill  and  its  professed  object  it  behoves  us  to 
consider  whether  it  is  likely  to  attain  that 
object.  What,  then,  does  experience  teach  us 
in  this  respect?  In  1882  Major  Atkinson,  the 
then  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  colony,  intro- 
duced a  precisely  similar  Bill  with  a  precisely 
similar  object.  It  was  a  Bill  proposing  to  offer 
6  per  cent.,  and  under  its  provisions  sums  of 
money  from  £5  upwards  oould  be  deposited  by 
children  of  ten  years  of  age  and  upwards  who 
were  desirous  of  becoming  depositors.  I  think, 
if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  will  look  up  Han- 
sard of  that  year,  he  will  see  that  he  rather 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  children — boys  and  girls 
— being  allowed  to  become  depositors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  approved 
of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— I  think,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  refresh  his  memory, 
he  will  find  that,  while  approving  of  the  Bill, 
he  rather  ridiouled  the  idea  of  children  of  ten 


years  of  age  becoming  lenders  under  that  Bill 
without  the  consent  of  their  guardians.  Well, 
Sir,  what  became  of  that  Bill,  and  what  was  ita 
effect?  The  whole  of  the  money  was  mopped 
up  by  the  PostOf&ce,  and  afterwards  the  bonds 
were  turned  into  inscribed  stock,  and  absorbed 
in  the  general  debt  of  the  colony,  not  a  penny 
of  it  having  been  taken  up  by  private  persons. 
Tliat  was,  moreover,  a  proposal  to  pay  5  per 
cent.,  while  this  is  only  one  to  offer  4  per  cent. 
I  am  disposed  to  admit  that  there  may  be  a 
certain  amount  of  money  in  this  colony  that 
might  be  invested  under  this  scheme.  It 
would,  however,  run  into  no  large  sum — per- 
haps £200,000  or  £300,000,  not  mora ;  and,  if 
that  be  so,  we  have  already  provided  for  it  by 
the  Lands  Improvement  Bill,  which  we  have 
practically  already  passed,  and  thereby  done 
away  with  any  necessity  for  this  measure. 
Touching  the  likelihood  of  ordinary  people 
using  this  scheme  and  depositing  small  sums, 
I  would  ask,  does  any  honourable  gentleman 
present  know  of  people*  who  would  put,  say, 
ten-pound  or  five-pound  notes  into  an  invest- 
ment of  this  sort,  to  be  locked  up  for  forty 
years?  How  could  they  get  the  money  when 
they  wanted  it  ?  I  shall  probably  be  told  they 
could  sell  out  at  par.  Could  they  do  ko? 
Could  they  sell  a  ten-pound  Government  de- 
benture at  par  ?  Where  would  they  find  buyers 
without  employing  agents,  to  whom  they  would 
have  to  pay  commission  ?  I  feel  convinced  that 
small  sums  will  not  be  invested  in  this  way. 
I  may  here  say  that  I  have  listened  with  inter- 
est to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean's  suggestion  as  to 
reducing  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  and  I 
have  now  reason  to  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  that  suggustion,  and  that 
the  amount  may  bo  reduced  to,  say,  £250,000. 
But,  even  if  a  compromise  of  that  sort  should 
be  arrived  at,  I  think  there  are  other  matters 
in  this  Bill  which  must  be  altered  before  I  can 
vote  for  it.  For  instance,  there  is  no  limit  in 
this  Bill  as  to  the  price  at  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  might  sell  these  bonds.  No  doubt 
he  would  get  the  best  price  he  could;  but 
under  this  Bill  he  has  liberty  to  sell  at  any 
price  he  pleases,  and  that  is  a  power  which  no 
Treasurer  should  have.  There  is  a  clause  in 
the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands 
Acquisition  Bill  whereby  bonds  cannot  be  sold 
under  a  certain  price.  Now,  a  motion  to  insert 
a  clause  in  this  Bill  to  that  effect  was  rejected 
by  the  other  House,  so  that  it  is  intended  that 
there  should  be  no  limit  as  to  the  price  down- 
wards at  which  these  debentures  can  be  sold. 
I  think  that  point  should  bo  looked  to.  There 
is  also  another  and  much  more  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  generally,  and  that  is  that  we 
are  not  told  what  is  going  to  be  done  with  the 
money  ;  and  that  alone  is  enough  in  my  eyes  to 
utterly  condemn  the  Bill.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  the  Bill  will  not  attain  the  object  it  pro- 
fesses to'  aim  at ;  and,  even  as  an  experiment, 
unless  the  amount  is  very  much  reduced — say, 
to  a  quarter  of  a  million — I  shall  not  be  able  to 
support  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Before  the  last 
general  eleotion  every  member  of  the  Govem- 
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ment  declared  against  any  further  borrowing, 
and  stated  that  the  Government  would  oonfine 
its  expenditure  to  its  income,  and  that  public 
works  were  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  revenue. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— They  never 
said  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.- 1  think  I  can 
prove  that  they  said  they  were  not  going  to 
borrow  at  all ;  and  at  the  general  election  which 
followed  almost  immediately  afterwards  every 
member,  or  almost  every  member,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  pledged  himself  against  any 
further  borrowing.  As  that  was  the  case,  I 
think  the  Council  will  only  be  doing  its  dufy  in 
not  allowing  any  further  borrowing  until  the 
electors  have  an  opportunity  of  again  declaring 
their  desire  that  the  Government  should  bor- 
row. On  this  ground — I  am  not  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  Bill — I  consider  it  is  my  duty  to 
vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  have 
never  known  a  Bill  to  bo  introduced  by  the 
Government  that  was  not  found  fault  with  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  even  when 
he  occupied  a  seat  here  with  me.  In  the  first 
place,  I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgment 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  for  what  I  think  may 
be  fairly  considered  the  judicious  action  he 
took  last  eveaing  in  moving  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time  for 
further  consideration.  My  honourable  friend 
asked  me  to  state  whether  the  Government  will 
be  prepared  to  modify  the  proposal ;  and,  after 
consultation  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  my 
colleague  wishes  me  to  say  that  a  Governor's 
message  will  bo  sent  down  reducing  the  amount 
to  half  a  million,  extending  over  two  years,  and 
limiting  it  to  £250,000  per  annum.  I  think 
this  is  a  fair  compromise,  as  there  is  no  use 
trying  to  experiment  with  a  smaller  amount 
for  a  shorter  time,  because  it  could  not  be 
worked  with  a  less  amount  or  with  a  shorter 
term.  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  in 
reply  to  one  or  two  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean.  He  said  it  was  the  fact 
that  when  money  is  high  things  are  prosperous. 
My  experience  is  the  other  way.  I  have  a 
lively  recollection  that  in  1879  in  this  city,  and 
in  other  places  in  this  province,  money  was 
very  dear ;  interest  was  15  per  cent. — certainly 
12J  per  cent.^and  money  could  not  be  ob- 
tained at  that :  yet  no  one  could  call  that  time 
prosperous.  My  honourable  friend  further  says 
that  the  absorption  of  this  money  will  trouble 
indnstry.  I  do  not  know  how  that  can  be,  be- 
cause, of  course,  the  Government  is  not  going 
to  keep  the  money  locked  up  in  an  account.  I 
CEUi  assure  my  honourable  friend  that  it  will  be 
put  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  every  possible  honest  industry  in 
this  colony.  I  was  rather  surprised  yesterday, 
and,  I  might  say,  pleased,  that  what  the 
Council  seemed  about  to  do  did  not  take  place. 
This  Bill  was  debated  in  a  manner  such  as  I 
have  never  witnessed  before.  The  Council  met 
the  Bill  with  a  cool  determination,  apparently, 
to  kill  it,  and  it  seemed  at  one  time  as  if  there 
was  going  to  be  no  debate  at  all,  but  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  was  told  off  to  "  bell  the  oat,"  and 
Bon.  Mr.  Reynolds 


the  manner  in  which  he  used  the  soft,  velvety 
paw  in  attacking  this  Bill  was  very  effective. 
I  have  again  to  thank  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
McLean  for  coming  to  the  rescue,  and  I  trust 
that  the  compromise  which  I  am  now  making 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Council. 
Sir,  this  Bill  has  been  characterized  as  a  bor- 
rowing Bill  by  honourable  members ;  but  if  the 
honourable  member  opposite,  with  his  usual 
wit,  had  called  it  a  lending  Bill  it  might  have 
been  more  appropriate.  There  is  no  "  bor- 
rowing "  in  it ;  not  one  single  word.  It  is  per- 
missive in  its  character.  If  any  person  has  any 
money  to  spare  he  can  take  advantage  of  this 
mode  of  investment.  I  said  in  introducing  the 
Bill  that  one  of  its  objects  was  to  meet  some 
of  the  defeots  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
Act,  under  which  sums  beyond  £500  do  not 
bear  interest.  This  Bill  will  give  investors  an 
opportunity  of  getting  interest  on  their  money, 
which  may  now  be,  and  probably  is,  locked 
up.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  money  locked  up.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  said  that  the  Bill,  considered 
seriously,  presented  a  confusion  of  ideas.  Why 
should  it  be  called  a  Consols  Bill,  he  asked  ? 
I  say,  why  should  it  not  be  called  a  Consols 
Bill  ?  On  a  former  occasion  there  was  another 
Bill  placed  on  the  statute-book  called  a  Con- 
sols Bill.  I  do  not  know  any  more  appropriate 
name  for  this  Bill.  My  honourable  friend  en- 
deavoured to  be  witty  at  my  expense  when 
he  referred  to  the  money  which  the  Prussians 
forced  the  French  to  pay ;  and  he  said  that 
was  not  done  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
thrift.  I  tried  to  convey  an  entirely  different 
meaning.  I  said  that  it  was  because  of  the 
existence  of  this  thrift  among  the  people  in 
France  that  they  were  able  to  pay  that  large 
sum  of  money.  As  I  have  said,  there  is 
nothing  in  this  proposal  of  a  borrowing  charac- 
ter. The  Government  have  kept  their  promise 
to  the  people,  and  I  trust  the  Council  will  keep 
faith,  and  accept  the  compromise  which  I  have 
offered  to  the  Council. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  16. 


Acland 

Jenkinson 

Oliver 

Bolt 

Kelly 

Richardson 

Bonar 

Kerr 

Rigg 

Buckley 

McLean 

Walker,  L. 

Dignan 

Montgomery 

Whyte. 

Feldwick 

Nobs,  13. 

Bamiooat 

Morris 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Peacock 

Stewart 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Swanson 

MacGregor 

Reynolds 

Williams. 

ManteU 

Paibs. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Jennings                     Shrimski 

Whitmore.                 Grace. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill   read  the 
second  time. 
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BATING  ON  UNIMPKOVED  VALUE 
BILL. 
AD;ronBNED  debate. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McGULLOUGH.— The  mover 
of  the  amendment;,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pbarazyn,  in 
his  speech,  quoted  from  several  writers  on  poli- 
tical economy,  especially  vrriters  on  the  land 
question ;  and  I  may  say  that  the  authorities 
quoted  were  all  opposed  to  some  of  the  newer 
or  later  ideas  upon  the  taxation  of  land.  The 
impression  left  upon  my  mind  by  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  that  he  was 
opposed  to  this  measure  because  he  thought  it 
was  a  step  in  the  direction  of  what  is  known  as 
the  single-tax.  He  was  also  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause he  believed  it  was  a  tax  which  would  fall 
heavily  upon  the  rich  or  wealthy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.-I  said,  faU 
heavily  on  the  poor. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— I  under- 
stood the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that 
it  would  fall  upon  the  rich,  because  I  noticed 
the  contrast  when  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Stevens  was  spealcing :  he  said  he  thought  it 
was  a  tax  which  was  likely  to  fall  upon  the 
poor.  I  have  been  in  error,  but  that  was  the 
impression  which  I  received.  I  am,  however, 
correct  in  saying  the  honourable  gentleman's 
opposition  to  the  Bill  arose  from  the  fact  that 
he  thought  it  was  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
vhat  is  known  as  the  single-tax,  and  as  carry- 
ing out  the  views  of  Henry  George  and  others 
of  that  school.  It  is  well  known  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  somewhat  conservative  when 
questions  of  taxing  land  are  before  the  Council. 
That  is  the  impression  which  his  speeches  have 
always  conveyed  to  my  mind.  I  think  it  may 
be  said  that  he  thinks  that  all  new  taxes  are 
bad,  and  that  all  old  taxes  are  good.  He  is 
inclined  very  much  to  allow  matters  to  remain 
as  they  are.  He  is  certainly  opposed  to  some 
of  the  new  ideas  upon  taxation,  and  some  of 
the  advanced  ideas,  such  as  those  introduced 
by  the  present  Liberal  Government.  That  this 
is  not  a  new  tax  I  think  the  remarks  of  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Kelly  showed.  He 
stated  that  a  similar  tax  to  that  proposed  in 
this  Bill  was  in  operation  in  Taranaki  in  1858, 
and  remained  in  operation  there  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  years.  That  was  a  very  good  trial  of 
such  a  tax  in  a  country  district,  and  in  such 
a  district  as  Taranaki.  Another  strange  fact 
is  that  a  present  member  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Button,  several  years 
after  the  repeal  of  the  Taranaki  Act, — which 
was  repealed,  I  believe,  at  the  time  of  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces, — suggested  that  a 
measure  with  this  principle  in  it  should  be 
passed.  Mr.  Button  cannot  be  said  to  be  a 
Badical  by  any  means,  and  he  certainly  is  a 
barrister  of  very  high  standing  in  his  profession, 
and  is  therefore  a  man  who  would  naturally 
know  a  great  deal  of  such  a  question.  I  may 
mention,  too,  that  a  measure  of  a  similar 
character  is  in  operation  in  Queensland.  It 
was  introduced  in  1890,  and,  as  far  as  I  can 
understand,  its  operation  has  been  found  to 
be  Tsty  satisfactory  ;  it  has  answered  its  pur- 


poses ;  it  has  been  accepted  readily,  and  with- 
out complaint  from  those  who  are  most  affected 
by  it.  I  need  only  refer  honourable  members 
to  the  foot  that  the  same  principle  underlies 
the  Land-tax  Act  of  New  Zealand.  I  men- 
tion these  facts  to  show  that  this  cannot  be 
considered  a  new  idea  or  a  new  form  of  taxa- 
tion. Therefore  the  objections  to  new  forms  of 
taxation  should  not  be  levelled  against  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  hold  with  the  contention  that  this  is  a 
tax  which  will  fall  upon  the  poor.  I  will  reply 
to  that  point  later  on.  I  should  like  to  say 
that  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens,  in  his 
remarks  upon  this  Bill,  spoke  very  fairly,  as  he 
always  does,  from  his  own  standpoint.  To  me 
it  is  Eilways  a  great  pleasure  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  speak  upon  any  measure.  His 
remarks  show  that  he  has  given  considerable 
thought  to  the  subject,  and  he  speaks  fairly 
and  reasonably,  in  my  opinion,  upon  most  sub- 
jects with  which  he  deals.  He  said  that  this 
tax  was  going  to  fall  upon  the  poor,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  it  would  not  bo  a  fair  tax — that 
it  would  not  fall  evenly.  The  great  object  of 
all  Legislatures  is,  of  course,  to  devise  some 
scheme  of  taxation  which  will  fall  as  equally 
as  possible  upon  all  the  contributors.  Now,  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
law  io  the  case  of  the  cities.  How  does  it  affect 
the  cities  ?  It  is  said  that  the  capital  value  o( 
rated  property  in  the  boroughs  and  cities  in  the 
colony  is  about  £36,486,000,  and  the  improve- 
ments ara  put  down  at  £18,445,000 :  that  is 
to  say,  a  little  over  half  the  whole  value  is  in 
the  improvements.  Now,  we  will  take  the  City 
of  Wellington,  and  see  how  this  measure  would 
affect  the  ratepayers,  supposing  it  were  to 
become  law.  Assuming  that  the  city  is  some- 
what similarly  situated  to  other  cities  and 
boroughs  in  New  Zealand — that  is,  that  half 
the  value  will  be  in  the  improvements — what 
would  it  mean  to  the  taxpayer  ?  There  is  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  that  there  is  to  be  no  loss 
under  this  mode  of  taxation  to  the  municipal 
authorities — that  they  are  going  to  get  an 
equal  sum  of  money  from  the  tax.  It  is  only 
shifting  or  changing  the  incidence  of  the  taxa- 
tion. That  is  the  whole  object  of  the  Bill. 
That  is  the  only  effect  it  would  have  on  the 
ratepayers  of  the  Oity  of  Wellington.  They 
would  have  no  larger  amount  of  taxation  to 
pay.  Of  course  it  has  been  instanced  that  in 
Wellington  there  are  certain  properties  carry- 
ing very  large  and  valuable  buildings.  They 
would  be  excluded  from  taxation.  The  less 
amount  the  owners  would  pay  would  mean 
practically  that  a  present  was  made  to  them 
of  the  difference  between  the  amount  they 
would  require  to  pay  under  this  Bill  and  what 
they  had  been  paying  in  the  post.  I  think 
that  is  a  very  good  thing,  and  I  think  they 
deserve  this  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P  H  A  R  A  Z Y  N.— Who  is  to 
make  the  present? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McGULLOUGH.— I  will  show 
how  it  is  to  be  mode  and  by  whom.  I  think 
that  men  who  are  enterprising,  and  who  spend 
a  large  sum  of  money  upon  improvements, 
beautifying  the  city  and  improving  the  whole 
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of  their  Burroundings,  deserve  not  that  a  heavier 
burden  for  doing  so  shall  be  placed  upon  them, 
or  that  they  sliall  be  called  upon  to  pay  to  the 
State  for  the  services  they  have  rendered,  but 
rather  that  they  shaJl  be  called  upon  to  pay  less 
than  those  men  who  do  not  expend  money 
upon  improvements.  And  under  this  Bill  the 
enterprising  men  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
less.  Therefore  I  say  we  are  giving  a  bonas 
to  industry,  and  I  think,  too,  this  is  a  very 

? roper  way  to  pay  a  bonus.  I  may  be  asked, 
f  the  local  authority  is  not  to  have  any  less 
amount  of  rates,  and  the  owners  of  the  more 
valuable  properties  are  not  to  pay  so  much  as 
they  did,  and  the  poorer  landowner  is  not  to 
pay  any  more  taxes,  how  can  the  local  autho- 
rity get  a  sum  equal  to  that  formerly  received? 
I  will  tell  you.  The  unimproving  landowners, 
who  are  not  now  paying  their  fair  share  to- 
wards the  revenue,  pay  a  little  more. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHAKAZYN.  —  Some  poor 
men  have  cottages. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUQH.— Yes,  quite 
true ;  but  the  poor  men  are  not  touched. 
The  owner  of  unimproved  land  is  the  man 
who  will  pay  more — not  the  poor  man  with  the 
cottage,  aud  not  the  wealthy  man  with  very 
good  buildings,  but  the  man  who  does  not  do 
anything  with  his  land — the  man  who  is  lying 
by  and  allowing  his  neighbours  to  build  cottages 
and  residences  to  help  to  increase  the  value 
of  his  property.  The  very  wealthy,  who  put  up 
large  storehouses  and  erect  magnificent  man- 
sions, and  by  doing  so  beautify  a  city  by  their 
improvements,  will  escape.  But  the  men  who 
do  nothing  but  lie  by,  allowing  others  by  their 
work  and  outlay  to  increase  the  value  of  their 
property,  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  a  little 
more,  and  that  is  how  the  sum  of  taxation  is 
made  up.  I  will  now  take  up  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remark  about  the  poor  man  with 
his  cottage.  Take  an  ordinary  allotment  with 
a  house  upon  it:  say  it  is  worth  £1,000,  the 
house  being  worth  £500.  The  owner  of  such  a 
place  will  only  pay  upon  £500.  Now,  is  that 
not  a  fair  illustration  of  the  majority  of  cases 
in  Wellington  ?  Look  through  all  the  business 
places  along  the  Quay,  and  through  Newtown. 
How  many  of  the  buildings  upon  the  allotments 
are  worth  more  than  what  tho  land  is  worth  ? 
Not  many  of  them,  or  very  few.  Therefore  it 
cannot  Ei&ect  owners  of  that  character.  All 
those  whose  land  and  the  improvements  upon 
it  are  about  equal  in  amount  are  not  afiected 
at  aJl  under  this  Bill,  and  those  who  have 
valuable  buildings  on  their  allotments  are 
a&ected  very  much  in  a  direction  they  will 
appreciate :  that  is,  they  will  have  to  pay  less, 
and  the  difference  is  made  up  by  getting  at 
those  people  who  have  unimproved  land  and 
allotments.  For  instance,  look  at  the  unsightly 
places  along  the  Quay, — that  large  allotment 
lying  between  Kirkcaldie  and  Stains's  and  the 
Police  Barracks.  I  think  that  is  a  blot  upon 
the  city.  The  owner  of  it  should  be  made  to 
pay  such  a  tax  upon  it  that  it  would  not  be  to 
his  interest  to  keep  it  unused.  It  is  held,  evi- 
dently, for  speculative  purposes  —  not  built 
upon,  but  full  of  rubbish. 

Eon.  Mr.  McCuUough 


The  Hon.  Mr.  PEABAZYIT.— Because  it  i« 
unsaleable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoCULLOUGH.— It  is  not 
correct  to  say  that.  Probably  the  man  who  is 
the  owner  cannot  get  the  money  ho  wants  for 
it;  but  that  it  is  unsaleable  I  deny,  because  I 
am  ready  to  buy  it  to-morrow  at  my  own  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— It  is  reclaimed 
land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— No  matter. 
It  is  held  for  speculative  purposes  by  the  owner. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Who  is  the  owner? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— I  do  not 
know  who  the  owner  is;  I  have  no  idea.  I 
merely  call  attention  to  this  as  an  illustration 
of  my  argument.  I  think  I  have  said  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  Bill  cannot  operate  very  injuri- 
ously upon  the  ratepayers  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  cities.  Now  I  should  like  to  go  into  the 
question  of  how  it  affects  the  country.  It  is  said 
that  farming,  agricultural,  and  other  lands  in 
this  colony  are  worth  about  eighty-six  millions 
of  money.  The  improvements,  of  course,  ate 
very  much  less  than  on  city  and  suburban  land : 
in  fact,  there  are  only  twenty-eight  miUions 
of  improvements  upon  the  eighty-six  millions 
which  represent  the  capital  value  of  property. 
Therefore  the  proposed  scheme  of  taxation  will 
not  be  any  hardship  to  owners  of  land  in  the 
country.  I  think  that  has  been  accepted. 
Most  of  the  speakers  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  would  be  a  favourable  measure  for  agri- 
cultural lands,  but  that  it  would  not  be  favour- 
able for  the  cities.  There  will  be  no  objection 
to  its  acceptance,  I  believe,  in  the  counties  and 
in  the  country  at  large,  and  I  will  state  why. 
Any  member  of  the  Council  who  has  had  experi- 
enoe  must  know  that  one  of  the  great  hardsliips 
in  the  country  with  the  small  settlers  is  this : 
that  those  who  have  taken  up  land,  who  have 
fenced  it,  and  who  have  improved  it,  find  very 
frequently  that  they  have  neighbours  who  wiU 
not  do  anything  in  the  way  of  improvements. 
The  difficulty  is  to  find  the  ovmcr  of  the  pro- 
perty .and  to  make  him  pay  half  the  cost  of 
the  boundary-fences.  Therefore  in  all  rural  dis- 
tricts—and I  have  some  experience  of  the  coun- 
try— the  whole  of  the  taxation  falls  upon  the 
scattered  settlers:  that  is,  the  whole  cost  of 
making  roads  and  bridges  in  the  neighbourhood 
falls  upon  those  who  have  been  hardy  enough 
to  take  up  land,  and  who,  under  the  most  un- 
favourable circumstances,  are  trying  to  make  a 
living. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  two  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Srd  October,  1894. 

First  Readings— Faetories  Bill— Government  Rail- 
ways Bill  — Land  for  Settlements  Bill  —  Native 
Iiand  Court  Bill— Public  Works  Bill  (No.  2). 

Mr.  Spsakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 
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FIBST  BBADINGS. 
Seonrity  ol  Homes  Bill,  Unclaimed  Lands 
Bill,  Distillation  Bill,  Stewart  Island  County 
Connoil  Empowering  Bill,   Sea-flaheries  Bill, 
QoTemment  Life  Insurance  Bill. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved,  That  the  following 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments 
made  by  the  LegtBlatiye  Council  in  the  Factories 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  Legislative  Council  for 
consideration : — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rea- 
sons for  disagreeing  with  certain  amendments 
made  in  the  Factories  Act  beg  to  submit  the 
following : — 

"  Section  20,  new  subsection  (c)  :  This 
amendment  will  be  of  service,  but  might  be 
made  much  more  useful  if  for  '  wages  '  was 
Bubstituted  'earnings,'  as  if  the  record  only 
embraces  wage-earnings  there  will  be  no  record 
of  rates  paid  to  piece-workers,  the  latter  being 
of  more  importance. 

"  Section  54,  paragraph  5 :  Unless  there  is 
some  unexplained  reason  why  this  cannot  go  in 
it  should  remain.  It  is  contained  in  the  Eng- 
lish Factory  Aot ;  and,  it  must  be  remembered, 
the  workpeople,  in  their  ignorance  of  the  laws 
of  health,  often  need  protection  against  their 
own  acts. 

"  Section  56 :  This  is  rather  dangerous  as  it 
stands  at  present,  as  it  allows  too  much  lati- 
tude to  the  Inspector,  and  exposes  him  to 
the  possibility  of  social  pressure.  It  would  be 
desirable  if  the  Council  could  see  its  way  to 
limit  such  sanction  of  the  Inspector  to  small 
factories  carried  on  by  families,  and  even  then 
sot  for  continuous  work  of  children. 

"  Section  63 :  It  would  be  preferable  to  allow 
the  new  proviso  (line  10,  p.  18)  to  be  reversed  in 
its  permission — that  is,  for  an  employer  owning 
both  shop  and  factory  to  be  allowed  to  close  his 
shop  on  the  factory-holiday,  instead  of  closing 
bis  factory  on  a  shop-holiday.  This  alteration 
would  also  seem  to  meet  the  case  of  some  shop- 
keepers who  have  always  given  Saturday  half- 
holiday,  and  object  to  alter  to  any  other.  It 
would  also  tend  to  work  for  the  Satoiday- 
olosing  movement. 

"  In  subsection  (c)  of  subsection  (8)  of  section 
68  some  words  have  been  added  by  the  Council, 
vis.,  *  fish-preserving  factories.'  It  is  evident 
that  a  slight  alteration  is  needed  in  the  word- 
ing (such  as  leaving  out  the  word  ■  fruit,'  in 
line  33),  in  order  that  the  intention  of  the 
framer  of  the  amendment  should  be  carried 
out. 

"  Clause  64 :  It  is  a  very  general  practice  for 
ftll  workpeople,  male  or  female,  employed  in 
factories  to  have  a  weekly  half-holiday.  This 
section,  which  has  been  excised  by  the  Council, 
only  gave  legal  sanction  to  a  common  practice, 
and  one  almost  necessitated  in  many  trades 
during  the  time  women  and  youths  are  com- 

Solsorily  absent.    The  deletion  of  the  section 
enies  to  workers  in  manufactories  the  right  to 
a  time  of  recreation  which  is  now  enjoyed  by 
shop-assistants,  men  as  well  as  women." 
Motion  agreed  to. 


GOVERNMENT  BAILWAYS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  transmitting  amendments  in  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  explained  that  the  first  amend- 
ment was  found  necessary  upon  looking  care- 
fully into  a  matter  after  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  it  by  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout).  Otherwise  they  would  be 
putting  the  whole  of  the  Civil  servants  back, 
as  it  were,  into  the  Civil  Service  for  all  the 
time  they  bad  been  under  the  Commissioners. 
By  the  original  Act  they  ceased  to  be  Civil 
servants,  and  their  rights  as  Civil  servants  had 
been  maintained  up  to  the  time,  they  entered 
the  service  of  the  Commissioners.  By  repeal- 
ing the  Railways  Act — unless  they  passed  this 
amendment — their  rights  accrued  before  they 
entered  the  service  of  the  Commissioners 
would  not  be  maintained.  Consequently  they 
would  continue  under  this  Act  the  same  as 
they  were  under  the  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  tbcir  rights  as  Civil  servants  up  to  the 
time  they  entered  the  service  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners  would  be  maintained.  Practi- 
cally, this  was  to  keep  things  as  they  were. 
As  to  the  other  amendment,  at  the  time  they 
passed  the  Bill  they  were  discussing  it  in  the 
month  of  September,  and  unless  the  words 
"  October  next "  were  struck  out  it  would  mean 
that  the  time  of  office  of  the  Commissioners 
would  not  expire  before  October  of  next  year. 
That  was  a  necessary  amendment  to  make. 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  that  honourable  mem- 
bers ought  to  have  time  to  consider  the  first 
amendment.  He  had  no  doubt  that  what  the 
Premier  had  said  was  correct,  and  that  the 
draftsman  had  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the 
objects  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  but  honourable  members  had  not  had 
time  to  see  the  amendment,  and,  as  the  matter 
was  a  very  important  one,  it  should  not  be 
hurriedly  dealt  with.  It  could  not  be  a  party 
question  in  any  sense,  as  honourable  members 
on  both  sides  had  the  same  interest  in  seeing 
the  rights  of  these  Civil  servants  maintained  ; 
and  he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentlemstn 
to  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over,  and,  with 
that  object,  he  would  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  debate  being  adjourned. 

Debate  adjourned. 

LAND  FOB  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  his  duty  to  draw 
attention  to  two  amendments  which  bad  been 
made  in  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Connoil. 
The  Standing  Order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  very  clear.  It  was  a  facsimile 
of  the  House  of  Commons  order,  and  he  might 
as  well  quote  it  before  expressing  an  opinion. 
Standing  Order  No.  406  was  as  foUows : — 

"All  aids  and  supplies,  and  aids  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Parliament,  are  the  sole  gift  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  all  Bills  for 
the  granting  of  any  such  aids  and  supplies  are 
to  Iwgin  with  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and  it  is  the  undoubted  and  sole  right  of  the 
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House  of  Bepreseatatives  to  direct,  limit,  and 
appoint  in  such  Bills  the  ends,  purposes,  con- 
siderations, conditions,  limitations,  and  quali- 
fications of  such  grants,  which  may  not  be 
changed  or  altered  by  the  Legislative  Council." 

Now,  in  the  new  proviso  of  section  21  the 
acquisition  of  land  in  any  one  year  was  limited 
to  the  sum  of  £250,000,  plus  any  balance  in 
hand.  And  in  section  5,  instead  of  leaving  the 
purchases  to  be  made  under  the  Act  to  the 
Qovernor  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the 
Executive  Council,  it  said  they  might  not  be 
effected  unless  recommended  by  the  Board. 
These  amendments  appeared  to  be  limitations 
which  the  Legislative  Council  were  barred  from 
effecting  by  the  rules  of  Parliament  both  in 
England  and  in  New  Zealand.  He  had  nothing 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  other  amendments 
made  in  the  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  intended  to  ask  the 
House  to  refuse  to  agree  with  the  amendments 
made  in  section  5  and  section  21.  He  might 
explain  to  the  House  that  he  did  not  object 
to  the  other  amendments  in  the  Bill ;  but 
he  thought  it  right  that  the  privileges  of  the 
House  should  be  retained,  and,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  exclude  these  amendments  at  pre- 
sent, he  would  have  them  made  by  bringing 
down  a  message  from  His  Excellency.  He  dis- 
agreed with  some  more  of  the  amendments ; 
but  he  merely  wished  to  intimate  that  to  the 
House,  in  connection  with  the  ruling  which 
Mr.  Speaker  bad  given. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
section  39  provided  for  dealing  with  money  ap- 
propriated, and  oast  a  burden  on  the  revenues 
of  the  colony.  Section  39,  as  amended,  was 
this : — 

"  *  The  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  1892,'  is 
hereby  repealed;  but  all  directions  of  the 
Governor  to  the  Board  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
made  under  this  Act,  and  may  be  proceeded 
with  under  this  Act,  and  all  proceedings  or 
other  matters  be^n  or  undertaken  under  that 
Act  may  be  contmued  and  perfected  under  this 
Act." 

By  that  clause  it  was  provided  that  things 
done  under  the  repealed  Act  were  deemed  to 
be  good  in  reference  to  this  Act.  That  was  cer- 
tainly dealing  with  monej's  appropriated  under 
this  Act ;  consequently  ho  submitted  that  this 
amendment  also  was  violating  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  because  it  provided  that  certain 
sums  which  had  been  appropriated  by  this  Bill 
were  to  be  spent  in  a  particular  way.  It  was 
taking  the  right  of  appropriation  from  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives ;  and  the  Council  said 
this :  that  this  money  might  be  appropriated 
to  deal  with  past  transactions  arising  under  a 
previous  statute.  He  submitted  that  this  clause 
also  was  one  which  the  Council  was  barred  from 
enacting.  He  understood  Mr.  Speaker  to  say 
that  the  Council  could  make  the  other  altera- 
tions, and  therefore  he  would  not  raise  any 
question  with  regard  to  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  move  that  this  amendment  be  also 
disagreed  with. 

Mr.  Speaker 


Sir  B.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  his  fono- 
tion  ;  it  was  the  function  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  confined  his  objection 
to  the  amendments  made  in  clauses  5  and  21. 
These  amendments  he  considered  were  a  clear 
invasion  of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  he 
made  it  a  rule  only  to  take  up  such  breaches  of 
privilege  as  were  quite  transparent. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  would,  then,  move  to 
add  section  39  to  the  clauses  disagreed  with. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Legislative  Council  be  agreed  to,  with  the 
exception  of  the  words  "  one  block,"  in  new 
clause  8.  There  was  a  proviso,  when  the  Bill 
left  the  House,  to  the  effect  that  one  block 
could  be  secured  in  each  holding — that  certain 
areas  could  be  reserved  by  the  owner  of  the 
land  in  one  block.  Certain  words  had  been 
struck  out  by  the  Council,  and  the  Bill  as 
amended  would  enable  an  individual  owner 
of  property  to  divide  his  land  into  as  many 
blocks  as  he  liked,  to  secure  the  retention  of 
certain  areas  within  that  block.  He  was  not 
very  sure  how  the  amendment  would  apply, 
and  he  therefore  asked  the  House  to  disagree 
with  it  in  the  meantime.  He  would  also  ask 
the  House  to  disagree  with  the  new  proviso 
added  to  section  6.  This  proviso  was  put  in 
the  Bill  in  connection  with  the  maximum  area 
which  one  individual  could  'hold  when  his  land 
had  to  be  taken  oompulsorily.  He  did  not 
think  this  new  proviso  described  what  even 
the  drafters  of  the  proviso  meant.  He  had 
asked  several  people  how  they  would  read  it, 
and  nobody  haid  been  able  to  give  him  a  satis- 
factory answer.  In  the  meantime,  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  disagree  with  it,  bo  that  the 
Conference  might  discuss  the  matter  with  the 
Legislative  Council  and  see  what  was  meant 
by  the  proviso.  There  was  another  new  clanse 
— clause  40.  To  that  he  did  not  object. 
Honourable  members  would  see  that  sections 
6  and  7  of  the  original  Bill  had  been  struck 
out,  and  had  been  redrafted  in  sections  6,  7, 
and  8,  and  so  on.  To  a  large  extent,  the  re- 
drafting had  been  agreed  to  not  only  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  but  also  by  the  depart- 
ment. On  the  whole,  he  thought  it  an  im- 
provement on  the  original  drafting  of  the  Bill. 
Therefore  he  did  not  offer  any  objection  to 
that.  He  might  point  out  to  the  House  that 
there  was  no  principle  involved  in  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Bill  since  it  had  left  the 
House  further  than  that  in  the  sections  he 
had  dealt  with  and  in  the  new  proviso  to  new 
section  8. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  hoped  that,  as  to  section  8, 
the  honourable  member  would  not  press  his 
motion,  because  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
consider  what  was  involved  in  it.  Suppose  a 
man  had  250  acres  in  the  Auckland  District, 
250  acres  in  Wellington,  250  acres  in  Canter- 
bury, 250  acres  in  Otago,  and  250  acres  in 
Nelson.  According  to  the  provision  they  could 
take  any  of  the  250  acres.  The  man  might  be 
holding   the  land  for  his  sons'   benefit.    He 
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onderstood  this  prorision  was  only  to  apply  to 
large  blocks.  If  a  man  had,  say,  250  acres  in 
one  provincial  district,  he  had  no  right  to  have 
that  250  acres  taken  from  him.  I{  an  amend- 
ment was  made  as  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member,  that  land  could  be  taken  from  him. 
He  did  not  think  that  was  what  the  House 
desired.  The  House  surely  did  not  want  to  take 
land  from  a  man  if  he  only  had  a  small  area. 
Therefore  he  thought  the  House  should  agree 
to  section  8.  He  could  see  no  harm  in  it.  It 
simply  eaid  that  if  a  mtm  owned  more  than  a 
thousand  acres  in  one  continuous  block  you 
oould  take  what  he  had  over  the  thousand 
acres.  If  this  amendment  were  objected  to, 
he  did  not  know  what  it  would  mean.  He  did 
not  really  think  the  Minister  wanted  to  take 
land  from  any  man  who  had  not  his  land 
in  a  big  block.  Therefore  he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  not  allow  section  8  to  stand  as  it 
was  now.  It  did  not  alter  what  were  supposed 
to  be  the  principles  of  the  measure  when  it 
passed  through  the  House.  He  might  just  add 
that  the  Bill  had  been  greatly  improved  in  its 
language  in  another  place. 

Mr.  ALLEN  hoped  clause  8  would  be  left  in, 
because  it  seemed  to  him  very  necessary.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  Bill  left  the  House  in  such 
a  state  that  it  had  to  be  amended.  This  clause 
now  was  readable  and  understandable,  but  he 
did  not  know  any  clause  which  was  readable 
and  understandable  when  the  Bill  was  sent 
away  from  the  House.  The  clause  simply 
meant  this :  that  if  a  man  owned  1,500  acres  of 
first-class  land,  4,000  or  5,000  acres  of  second- 
class  land,  and  a  larger  area  of  third-class  land, 
he  would  be  permitted  to  select  portions  of 
first-,  second-,  and  third-class  land  so  long  as 
they  were  contiguous  to  one  another,  which 
was  a  right  thing  for  him  to  do — he  would  be 
able  to  select,  in  one  area,  first-,  second-,  and 
third-class  land  which  was  contigaons.  That 
was  the  original  intention  of  the  Bill.  It  was 
not  right  that  all  the  slovenly  and  dirty  work 
which  had  been  done  by  the  House  should  have 
to  be  put  right  by  members  in  another  place. 
He  ascribed  the  errors  in  this  Bill  to  the  fact 
that  the  Minister  would  not  accept  any  amend- 
ments put  forward  by  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  The  result  was  that  when  the  Bill 
was  sent  to  the  Coancil  it  was  not  worth  the 
paper  it  was  printed  on.  He  thought  the 
thanks  of  the  country  were  due  to  the  Council 
for  making  the  Bill  readable  and  understand- 
able. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  they  had  not  had  time 
to  really  understand  the  amendments  mskde  by 
the  Legislative  Council,  but  from  the  little 
attention  which  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  it 
he  thought  clause  §  really  only  carried  out  what 
the  Minister  himself  intended  ;  hue  it  was  not 
properly  drafted  as  it  left  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.  — It  is  not  described 
now. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  perhaps  not.  That 
wonld  only  mean  a  further  amendment  of  the 
language.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Minister 
woald  not  insist  upon  disagreeing  with  the 
clause. 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIK  said  he  proposed  to  dis- 
agree with  the  proviso  with  the  view  of  having 
it  amended.  Notwithstanding  what  might  be 
said  to  the  contruy  by  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  Cit^  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  the  clause  as  amended  did 
not  describe  how  much  land  any  individual 
could  keep  out  of  a  block  of  land  which  was 
about  to  be  taken  by  the  Government.  He 
asked  the  gentleman  who  moved  this  amend- 
ment in  the  Council  if  he  could  say,  in  an 
estate  of  20,000  acres,  how  much  land  the 
owner  could  keep,  and  the  answer  was  that 
he  could  keep  8,000  acres — 1,000  acres  of  first- 
class  land,  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land,  and 
5,000  acres  of  third-class  land. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  promoters  of  the  clause.  He  would 
tell  the  House  this,  further:  He  gave  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  an  amendment  to  put  in 
its  place,  to  the  effect  that  a  man  cotild  keep, 
say,  600  acres  of  first-class  land,  1,000  acres  of 
second-class  land,  and  1,500  acres  of  third-class 
land  ;  or  500  acres  of  first-class  land,  and 
2,500  acres  of  third-class  land.  But  none  of 
these  proposals  would  please  them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  had  never  referred  to  the  pro- 
viso at  all.    He  had  dealt  solely  with  section  8. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
take  land  in  such  blocks  as  the  honourable 
member  referred  to,  and  at  present  a  large 
landowner  could  devise  means  to  so  out  up  hia 
estate  as  to  retain  any  block  of  a  certain  area. 
He  wished  to  discuss  the  matter  in  conference 
with  the  Legislative  Council,  so  as  to  ascertain 
its  intention  in  regard  to  the  proviso.  With 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce,  who  had  stated  that  the 
Bill  was  slovenly  drawn,  and  that  no  sunend- 
ments  were  accepted  by  the  Government  in 
Committee,  he  might  inform  the  House  that 
he  had  accepted  amendments  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  that  those  amendments 
were  the  very  ones  which  had  destroyed  the 
Bill,  and  made  it  necessary  to  have  it  further 
amended  in  the  Council.  Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  think  that  the  other  House  had 
made  those  amendments  of  its  own  accord? 
Ha  might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
the  House  that  one  and  all  were  provided  by 
himself.  All  the  amendments  lie  was  prepared 
to  agree  to  were  drawn  up  by  himself,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Law  Draftsman.  He  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  two  Legislative 
Councillors,  and  agreed  to  make  the  amend- 
ments, and  therefore  they  were  not  made  in 
another  place;  as  had  been  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce.  It  had  been 
stated  in  the  public  Press  that  the  Bill  in  its 
original  shape  when  it  passed  the  House  was 
unworkable;  but  he  would  tell  honourable 
members  that,  had  the  Bill  been  kept  in  its 
original  state  and  so  passed  by  the  House,  no 
amendment  would  have  been  required. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  tell  him  how  the  word  "  pro- 
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portionately "  coald  be  used,  »nd  how  many 
acres  it  -would  give  power  to  a  landowner  to 

retain. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  another  question.  I{  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  an  estate  of  20,000  acres,  how 
much  could  ho  retain  if  the  estate  were  re- 
sumed ?  He  had  put  that  question  to  an 
honourable  member  in  another  place,  and  he 
would  like  to  have  an  answer  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  One  honourable  gentleman 
thought  a  landowner  could  retain  8,000  aores. 
Soma  plainly-worded  provision  was  required  to 
show  what  amount  of  land  could  be  retained. 
His  endeavour  was  to  make  the  Bill  as  clear 
as  possible,  but  he  had  found  considerable 
objection  to  it  in  another  place,  and  he  had 
consequently  prepared  the  amendments  men- 
tioned, and  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  said  had  been  prepared  in  another  place. 
He  would  now  tell  the  honourable  gentleman, 
the  House,  and  the  country  that  those  amend- 
ments were  not  made  by  the  Upper  House,  but 
were  prepared  in  his  own  department,  and 
submitted  by  him  as  Minister  of  Lands  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  introduced  there. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Montgomery, 
Duncan,  and  3.  MoKenzie  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  up  reasons. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  desired  to  say,  as  a  matter  of 
explanation,  that  when  the  Bill  was  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  not  a  single  amend- 
ment was  made  but  what  was  moved  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  himself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout) 
would  make  it  olear  to  him,  either  by  verbal 
explanation  or  in  writing,  that  clause  89  was 
really  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  He  would  not  like  to  send  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons 
for  disagreeing  with  this  particular  amendment, 
and  from  them  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
unless  the  case  was  clearly  an  infringement  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  ho  was  quite  willing  to 
do  so. 

NATIVE  LAND  COUBT  BILL. 

IN  COMSnTTBE. 

Clause  15. — Jurisdiction. 

Subsection  (7.) — "  To  determine  all  claims  to 
land  based  on  any  alienation  heretofore  or 
hereafter  to  be  made  by  a  Native,  and  all  ques- 
tions arising  between  conflicting  claimants." 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved,  That  the  words 
"  heretofore  or  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  35. 

Bnddo 

Carroll 

Graham 

Bniok 

Collins 

Hall 

Button 

Duncan 

Hall-Jones 

Camcross 

Eamshaw 

Heke 

Camell 

Flatman 

Hogg 

Mr.  Btiehanan 

Hutchison,  W.  Montgomery  Stevens 

Lamaoh  Morrison  Steward 

Maokintosh  Parata  Stout 

Maslin  Pirani  Tanner. 

MoKenzie,  J.  Beeves  Tellers. 

Meredith  Seddon  Lawiy 

MUls  Smith,  Q.  J.  Finkerton. 

Noes,  18. 

Bell  McGowan  Thompson 

Green  MoGuire  Willis 

Kelly,  J.  W.  Newman  Wilson. 

Kelly,  W.  Bussell,  W.  B.  TeUeri. 

Lang  Smith,  E.  M.  Alien 

Mackenzie,  T.  Te  Ao  Houston. 
Massey 

P^IBS. 

For.  Against. 

Cadman  Duthie 

McLachlan  Hutchison,  G. 

McNab  Buchanan 

Ward.  Mitchelson. 

Majority  lor,  17. 
Words  retained. 

Clause  16. — Appointment  of  sittings. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  times  and  places  of  the  sittings 
of  the  Court  should  be  appointed  by  the  Chief 
Judge,  and  not  by  the  Minister. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qaestion, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

ASBS,  82. 
Buddo  Houston  Morrison 

Buick  Hutchison,  W.  Parata 

Camcross  Kelly,  J.  W.      Pinkerton 

Camell  Lawiy  Saunders 

Carroll  Maokintosh       Seddon 

Collins  Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan  MoGowan  Stevens 

Eamshaw  MoKenzie,  J.     Tanner. 

Flatman  Meredith  Tetters. 

Hall  MUls  Hogg 

Hall-Jones         Montgomery      Kelly,  W. 


Noes,  18. 
McGuire  Stout 

Newman  Te  Ao 

Piiani  Wilson. 

Bussell,  W.  B.  Tellers. 

Smith,  G.  J.      Bell 


Allen 

Button 

Fraser 

Graham 

Heke 

Hutchison,  G.   Steward 

Lang 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Dathie 

McLachlan  Green 

McNab  Buchanan 

Beeves  Mackenzie,  T. 

Ward.  Mitchelson. 

Majority  for,  14. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  stmok  out :  "  Before  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  commencement  of  a  sitting, 
the  Minister  may  order  such  sitting  to  be  ad- 
journed to  anoh  time  and  place  as  he  may 
think  fit." 
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The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Bnddo 

Bnick 

Oarnoross 

Oarnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


AUen 

Button 

Fraser 

Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 

Lang 


Ayes,  83. 
Harris 
Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McOowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
Meredith 

Noes,  16. 
MoGuire 
Newman 
Pirani 

Bussell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Te  Ao 


MiUs 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens. 


Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellen. 
BeU 
Stout. 


Paibs, 


For. 
Cadman 
McLachlan 

MoNab 
Beeves 
Ward. 


Against, 
Duthio 
Green 
Buchanan 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  17. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  20. — "No  person  may  appear  or  be 
assisted  in  Court  by  counsel  or  agent  without 
the  assent  of  the  presiding  Judge  first  obtained. 
Such  assent  maybe  at  any  time  withdrawn." 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  strike  <?ut  all  the 
words  after  "  agent." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Bttddo 

Bnick 

Button 

CarncroBS 

Carroll 

Earnshaw 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 


Ayes,  35. 
Joyce 
Lang 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
Massey 
MoGuire 
McNab 
Mills 
Morrison 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 


Bussell,  W.  B. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Stout 

Tanner 

Te  Ao 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 
Bussell,  G.  W. 


Noes,  22. 

Kelly,  J.  W.  Newman 

Kelly,  W.  Parata 

Lawry  Saunders 

McGowan  Thompson. 
McKenzie,  J. 

McKenzie,  B.  Tellers. 

Meredith  Houston 

Hntobiaon,  W.  Montgomery  Hutchison,  G. 

VOL.  LXXX7I.-82 


Camell 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 


For. 
Cadman 
MoLachlan 
Beeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Green 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  IS. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  27.  —  Authority  to  valuer.  —  "  The 
Court  may  authorise  any  valuer  or  other  per- 
son to  enter  upon  any  land  the  subject  of  a 
proceeding;  and  any  person  impeding  any 
one  acting  under  such  authority  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  and  in 
default  of  payment  to  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  one  month." 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  to  strike  out  "fifty 
pounds,"  and  insert  "  twenty-five  pounds  "  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  62. — Bestrictions,  how  removed. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  one-third,"  and  insert  "  one-half,"  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  assent  of  one-half  of  the  owners, 
instead  of  one-third,  being  necessary  before  the 
restrictions  are  removed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  27. 

Houston 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Mackintosh 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

EusseU,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Noes,  27. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  B. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 


Bell 

Buddo 

Button 

Camell 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Harris 

Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Camcross 

Collins 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hall -Jones 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 

The  Chaibxah  gave  his  casting-vote  with 
the  "Ayes." 

Word  retained. 

Mr.  B.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  "number,"  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"  value." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  bo  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Tanner 

Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
MilU. 


Newman 
Parata 

Bussell,  W.  B. 
Stout 
Te  Ao 
Thompson. 
Tellers. 
Heke 
Massey. 


Allen 

BeU 

Buick 

Button 

Camcross 

Camell 


Ayes,  47. 
Carroll 
Collins 
Crowther 
Duncan 
Earnshaw 
Flatman 


Fraser 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 
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Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 


McOowan 
Mc0aire 


MoNab 

Meredith 

MUls 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

O'Regan 

Piukerton 

Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Saunders 


Seddon 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellert. 
Graham 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Noes,  11. 

Buchanan  Mitchelson  Te  Ao. 

Eeke  Kewman  TeUers. 

Hogg  Parata  McKenzie,  R. 

KeSy,  W.  Russell,  W.  R.  Stout. 

'P^xaa. 
For.  Against. 

Gadman  Dutbie 

McLachlan  Green 

Reeves.  Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  for,  S6. 
Word  retained. 

Clause  60. — Judge  may  authorise  survey  of 
land. 

Mr.  HEEE  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso :  "  Provided  that  such  Judge  first 
obtains  in  writing  the  consent  of  the  majority 
of  the  owners  of  such  block." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Dunctm 
Hogg 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Buick 

Button 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

HaU 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Joyce 


Ayes,  9. 
Parata 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 

Noes,  38. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackintosh 
MasUn 
McGk>wan 
McKenzie,  3, 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Regan 


Tellers. 
Heke 
Newman. 


Pinkerton 
Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Thompson. 
Tellers. 
Pirani 
Tanner. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Bell 
Duthie 
Green 

Mitchelson. 


Against. 
Millar 
Cad  man 
McLaohlan 
Ward. 


Majority  against,  29. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  61. — Surveyor-General  may  authorise 
survey  of  Native  land. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words  after  "Minister":  "and  with 
the  consent  of  five  persons  oloiming  to  be 
interested  in  any  Native  land." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
so  inserted." 


Aybs,  14. 
Montgomery 


Parata 
Pera 

Smith,  Q. 
Stout 


Te  Ao 
Wilson. 
Tellers. 
3.     O'Regan 
Tanner. 


Allen 
Buchanan 
Heke 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McKenzie,  R. 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Cam  cross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Eraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Majority  against,  22. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso :  "  Provided  that  the  consent  of  the 
Native  Committee  or  Commissioners,  and  the 
majority  of  owners  claiming  to  be  interested  in 
such  land  in  the  district  where  the  land  is 
situated,  is  first  obtained  in  writing." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  proviso  be  added." 


Nobs,  36. 
Hall-Jones 
Houston 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McQowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 


Pirani 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Thompson 

WilUs. 

Tellers. 


Morrison. 


Stout 


Allen 

Hall 

Mackenzie,  T.  Te  Ao 

McKenzie,  R.    Wilson, 


Ayes,  10. 
Montgomery  j,^^^^^ 

Heke 
Peirata. 


Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Comoross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Graham 

Holl-Jones 

Harris 


Noes,  37. 
Hogg 
Houston 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 
McGovvan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Morrison 
O'Regan 
Pirani 


Russell,  a.  W. 

Russell,  W.  B. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  3. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Willis. 

TtUen. 
Button 
Lawry. 


Pairs. 


For. 
Bell 
Duthie 
Eraser 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
Mitchelson 
Newman. 


Against. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Oadman 
Beeves 
McLachlan 
Pinkerton 
Ward 
Flatman. 


Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  64. — Land  to  stand  charged  with  cost 
of  survey. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  to  odd  the  following  words 
to  the  clause :  "  but  oU  such  costs  shall  not 
bear  interest." 
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The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestion, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
Added." 


Allen 
Suchanan 
EaU 
Hogg 

Bnddo 

Buick 

Oamell 

'OanoU 

Collins 

Orowther 

Duncan 

£amshaw 

<}raham 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Houston 

£eUy,  J.  W. 


Ayes,  9. 
MoEenzie,  B. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 

KoBS,  37. 
Lang 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
MoGowan 
MoGuire 
McNab 
McKenzie,  J. 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Regan 
Pirani 


Teller». 
Heke 
Parata. 


Bassell,  Q.  W. 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Willis. 

Tellen. 
Button 
Smith,  G.  3. 


For. 
Bell 
Dathie 
Fraser 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
Mitchelson 
I^ewman. 


Paibs. 


Agairtit. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Cadman 
Beeves 
McLachlan 
Pinkerton 
Ward 
Flatman. 


Majority  against,  28. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  106. — Time  for  appealing,  vrithin 
thirty  days. 

Sit  B.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  word 
"thirty"  be  strnck  out,  with  the  view  of 
inserting  "  sixty." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestion, 
"  That  tlie  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  29. 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Buddo 

Houston 

O'Began 

Oamell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Bussell,  O.  W 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

<3oIlins 

Massoy 

Seddon 

Growther 

McGowan 

Stevens 

£arnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Mills 

Button 

HarrU 

Montgomery 
Noes,  13. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Allen 

Maslin 

Willis. 

Buick 

McKenzie,  B. 

Hall-Jones 

McNab 

TelUrs. 

lAng 

Parata 

Heke 

3Iackenzie,  T. 

TeAo 
Paihs. 

Stout. 

For 

Against. 

Cadman 

Duthie 

Duncan 

Wilson 

Flatmai 

I                     Newman 

McLachlan                Green 

Pinkerton                  Hutchison,  G. 

Beeves  Fraser 

Smith,  E.  M.  Bell 

Ward.  Mitchelson. 

Majority  for,  16. 
Word  retained. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  seven,"  with  the   view  of  inserting  "  four- 
teen." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

PUBLIC  WOBKS  BILL  (No.  2). 

IS   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  81. — Compensation. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  following  subclause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill : '  Any  public  reserve,  or  any  land  vested  in 
any  local  authority  for  any  purpose  whatsoever, 
or  any  land  vested  in  trustees  for  any  pablio 
purpose  whatever,  whether  local  or  general, 
taken  or  set  apart,  or  over  which  any  power  is 
exercised  under  this  Act,  for  any  Government 
work ;  except  for  improvements  made  thereon.' " 


Buddo 

Button 

Camell 

CarroU 

Collins 

Kamshaw 

Hall 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Orowther 

Fraser 

Lang 


Ayes,  21 
Harris 
Hogg 
Houston 
KeUy,  W. 
Lawry 
MoGowan 
Meredith 

Nobs, 
Maslin 
Masaey 
McKenzie, 
MoKab 
O'Began 
Paibs. 


For. 
Cadman 
Duncan 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
Pinkerton 
Beeves 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Ward. 


Montgomery 

Morrison 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon. 
Tellers. 

Mills 

Tanner. 
14. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

WUIis. 
B.  Tellers. 

Allen 

Piiani. 

Against. 
Duthie 
Wilson 
Newman 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Russell,  W.  B. 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
TeAo 
Bell 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  6. 
Subclause  retained. 
Progress  reported. 
The  House  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  a.in. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  4th  October,  lB9i. 


Bhopg  and  Staop-assiBtanU  Bill— Factories  Bill  — 
Mew  Zealand  Couaols  BUI— Foreign  Insaranoe 
CompanieB'  Depodta  BOl  —  Oovemment  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Bill— Shops  and  Shop-assist- 
ants  Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PSAYBBS. 
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SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

The  following  reasons  for  insisting  on  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  this  Bill  were  agreed  to : — 

"  Clause  2 :  There  appears  to  the  Council  to 
be  no  reason  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  indi- 
dnals  or  families  in  the  disposition  of  their  own 
time  in  relation  to  the  keeping  of  shops ;  and,  as 
that  is  all  that  is  intended  by  the  amendment, 
there  is  no  objection  to  keeping  this  clause. 

"  The  Council  has  every  reason  to  believe 
that  there  are  a  very  large  number  of  small 
shopkeepers  whose  interests  will  be  harassed 
by  a  compulsory  closing  on  certain  days,  and 
they  think  there  is  no  reason  for  the  proposed 
interference  with  their  rights  and  liberties  as 
individuals.  If,  as  is  suggested  in  the  'Rea- 
sons '  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
number  of  such  shopkeepers  is  very  small,  the 
fact  that  they  do  not  close  their  shops  on  a 
given  day  will  not  afiect  the  general  interests 
of  the  shopkeeping  class. 

"The  general  principle  of  a  compulsory 
dosing  of  shops  for  the  benefit  of  shop-assist- 
ants was  more  or  less  accepted  in  large  consti- 
tuencies at  the  last  general  election,  and  the 
Council  has  accepted  the  general  principle  of 
the  Bill,  but  questions  of  detail  were  not,  and 
oould  not  then  be,  dealt  with. 

"It  is  the  business  of  the  Legislature  to  pre- 
vent hardship  and  injustice  to  minorities. 

"Clause  3:  The  convenience  of  the  public 
requires  that  hairdressers'  shops  should  be  open 
on  Saturday  afternoons. 

"  Clause  9 :  If  the  paragraphs  mentioned 
are  not  sufficiently  clear,  they  can  be  made  so. 

"Clause  16a:  The  point  raised  is  open  to 
consideration." 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
the  Legislative  Council  do  not  insist  on  its 
amendments  made  in  the  Factories  Bill. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  moved, 
That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mac- 
Oregor,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  be  appointed 
Managers  to  draw  up  reasons  for  insisting  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  Factories  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  committed, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  this  BiU 
should  be  considered  together  with  another  Bill 
on  the  Order  Paper — namely,  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill.  That  Bill,  he  thought,  should 
be  read  a  second  time  before  the  Council  went 
into  Committee  on  the  New  Zealand  Consols 
Bin.  His  reason  for  asking  this  was  that  a 
number  of  petitions  were  being  sent  to  the 
Council  praying  that  this  Bill  be  not  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREQOR  suggested  that 
they  should  be  discussed  on  the  third  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  the  Bill 
should  not  be  carried  through  Committee  until 
the  other  Bill  was  before  them.  He  thought 
the  matter  required  a  little  more  consideration. 


and  he  hoped  the  committal  would  be  adjourned 
until,  say,  Monday. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thanked  hi» 
honourable  friend  for  the  suggestion,  but  he 
had  never  taken  the  honourable  gentleman's 
advice,  and  he  was  not  likely  to  do  so  now.  H» 
had  the  regulation  of  the  Order  Paper;  audi 
there  were  many  other  Bills  to  be  discussed 
besides  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  This 
matter  had  been  fully  discussed,  and  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  had  sufficient 
time  to  consider  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  would  like  to 
ask  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  how  far  this  Bill  was 
a  money  Bill.  It  seemed  that  a  dispute  had 
arisen  in  another  place  with  regard  to  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill.  Certain  clauses  of  that 
Bill  had  been  there  considered  to  be  money 
clauses,  and  apparently  the  Council  had  n» 
power  to  deal  with  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  they  wer» 
not  supposed  in  the  Council  to  notice  what  took 
place  in  another  plsMse.  He  understood  that 
the  qi;estion  which  had  come  up  in  another 
place  was  a  rather  serious  one,  and  he  thought 
his  honourable  friend  should  not  discuss  it 
until  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Council^ 
which  it  would  be,  no  doubt,  in  due  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  it  mightnot 
be  right  to  discuss  the  matter  so  far  as  the 
other  Bill  wsis  concerned,  but  it  was  right  to- 
discuss  it  so  far  as  this  Bill  was  concerned,  and 
he  was  only  asking  the  Eon.  the  Speaker's 
ruling  on  the  point. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said, 
as  there  were  several  Bills  coming  before  the 
Council  which  involved  this  same  question,, 
the  sooner  the  matter  was  put  on  a  proper 
footing  the  better.  He  submitted  that  this 
was  not  a  money  Bill  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  as  laid  down  in  May.  In  England  cases 
could  scarcely  arise  of  the  same  sort,  because 
they  did  not  borrow  there  in  the  sense  we  did 
here,  and,  according  to  Todd's  "  Parliamentary 
Practice  in  the  Colonies,"  he  submitted  that 
these  borrowing  Bills  were  not  supply  or  aid 
Bills  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  money 
Bill,"  and  it  was  competent  for  the  Council  to- 
make  amendments  in  them.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  distinct  ruling  upon  the  question 
whether  a  mere  borrowing  Bill  was  a  money 
Bill.  In  principle  he  submitted  this  was  not- 
a  money  Bill,  because  it  did  not  deal  with  a 
question  of  taxation,  or  aid  or  supply  to  the 
Queen.  It  would  therefore  be  necessary  to- 
consider  this  question  and  settle  it  if  there  was 
any  doubt  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  would  suggest  that 
as  the  Consols  Bill  was  a  means  of  aiding 
revenue  it  was  a  money  Bill.  Under  the  Bill 
money  obtained  by  the  sale  of  Consols  was  to 
be  fpaid  into  the  Public  Account  apd  appro- 
priated by  Parliament,  and  that  certainly  was 
a  distinct  aid  to  revenue,  and,  as  Bills  which 
provided  aids  to  revenue  were  money  Bills,  con- 
sequently the  Consols  Bill  was  a  money  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  would  like  to  call 
the  honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill,  in  which  it  stated  that 
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tbe  Bill  was  introduced  beoaase  it  is  expedient 
to  encourage  thrift  in  the  people  of  Kew  Zea- 
land by  providing  safe  investments  for  their 
funds.  It  was  therefore  not  a  Bill  in  aid 
of  revenne.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  the 
assurance  of  the  Government  that  the  intention 
of  the  measure  was  to  provide  means  for  thrifty 
people  to  invest  their  savings  in  safe  securi- 
ties ;  and  therefore  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  power  of  amendment  possessed  by  the 
Council  could  be  exercised,  because  the  Bill 
could  not  be  held  to  be  a  measure  imposing 
a  charge  upon  the  people.  It  seemed  to  him 
that,  if  this  Council  was  to  forfeit  its  right 
to  amend  such  Bills  as  this,  then  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Conncil  would  be  considerably 
diminished,  and  one  could  hardly  see  what 
use  it  would  be  to  have  a  Council  at  all. 
He  would  be  the  last  person  to  claim  for  the 
Council  any  right  of  interfering  with  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  people;  but  this  Bill  would  not 
kave  the  effect  of  imposing  a  charge  on  or  in- 
creasing the  taxation  of  the  people.  Therefore, 
if  they,  in  the  course  of  their  examination  of 
the  Bill,  should  see  fit  to  alter  or  modify  some 
clauses  of  it,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they 
would  only  be  performing  their  manifest  duty. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK  submitted  that,  with 
the  exception  of  clauses  3  and  36,  the  Council 
bad  full  power  to  alter  any  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  said  it  was 
necessary  that  this  question  should  be  tested, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  sooner  it  was 
tested  the  better.  Kow  that  they  were  going 
into  Committee,  he  thought  the  Council  should 
have  the  ruling  of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  on  this 
important  question.  He  was  aware  that  there 
was  a  very  general  impression  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Council  to  alter  this  Bill  in 
any  particular  at  all,  but  he  was  quite  sure  in 
his  own  mind  that  there  could  be  no  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  within  the  province 
of  the  Council  to  alter  the  clauses  referred 
to  by  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  McLean — 
clauses  3  and  36.  At  any  rate,  it  was  a  point 
npon  which  they  should  have  a  ruling  as  early 
as  possible.  The  principle  seemed  to  be  that  a 
money  Bill  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Council 
had  no  right  to  amend  it  must  be  either  a  Bill 
levying  taxation  or  an  appropriation  Bill,  but 
it  seemed  to  him  that  this  Bill  was  not  a 
money  Bill  in  either  of  those  senses.  In  the 
eye  of  the  law  every  section  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  considered  as  a  distinct  enact- 
ment, without  preliminary  words,  and,  whether 
or  not  clauses  3  and  36  were  money  enactments 
in  that  sense,  at  all  events  other  sections  of 
the  Act  might  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council  as 
the  Council  thought  proper.  Even  with  regard 
to  the  two  sections  he  referred  to,  he  should 
think  they  were  not  money  enactments,  be- 
cause they  neither  appropriated  revenue  nor 
levied  taxation.  But  all  the  other  clauses  of 
the  Bill  except  those  two  were  not  in  any  sense 
money  Bills.  Therefore  all  the  sections  except 
these  two,  he  thought,  should  be  detUt  with  by 
the  Council  as  the  Conncil  might  think  proper. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE  said  if  this  Bill  could 
not  be  amended  by  the  Council  he  would  be 


compelled  to  vote  against  it,  and  he  fancied 
there  were  two  or  three  other  members  in  the 
same  position.  In  addition  to  the  compromise 
which  they  arrived  at  on  the  previous  day  re- 
garding the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  and  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  agreed  to,  there  were 
two  other  points  in  regard  to  which  he  would 
require  to  be  satisfied.  The  first  was  regarding 
the  price  at  which  the  bonds  could  be  sold. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Which 
bonds  do  you  refer  to  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE  thought  honourable 
members  understood  what  he  meant — the  bonds 
referred  to  in  clause  3,  and  afterwards  in  clause 
14.  He  had  been  told  that  this  was  provided 
for  in  clause  3,  and  perhaps  that  was  so.  How- 
ever, he  would  like  that  point  to  be  made  a 
little  more  clear.  The  other  point  was  as  to 
the  term  of  forty  years  for  which  these  bonds 
could  be  issued. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.—"  Not  ex- 
ceeding." 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE  said,  Yes,  it  was  true 
that  the  term  "  not  exceeding  forty  years  "  was 
used  in  the  Bill.  But,  as  an  honourable  mem- 
ber had  said,  the  Council  would  be  giving  up 
its  functions  if  it  left  it  to  the  Minister  to  do 
what  he  pleased,  as  was  proposed  in  this  clause, 
without  laying  down  definite  lines  of  action  for 
him.  In  view  of  tbe  general  outlook  of  the 
money-market,  even  to  suggest  that  the  bonds 
should  have  a  term  of  forty  years'  currency  was 
simply  folly.  They  did  not  seem  to  loam  any- 
thing by  their  past  experience.  Even  in  the 
old  plunging  days  they  used  to  provide  for  the 
liberty  of  paying  off  their  loans  at  the  end  of 
a  given  number  of  years.  For  instance,  there 
were  the  loans  called  the  Five  -  thirties  and 
the  Ten-forties,  which  meant  that  power  was 
taken  in  those  cases  to  repay  the  money  at 
the  end  of  the  shorter  periods  if  the  colony 
decided  upon  doing  so  and  if  money  had  be- 
come cheaper.  Those  were  two  points  upon 
which  he  would  require  to  be  satisfied  before 
he  could  vote  for  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  would  only  like  to 
point  out,  with  regard  to  the  question  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  this  Bill, 
that  in  the  case  of  Bills  which  were  a  new  de- 
parture in  legislation — Bills  proposing  to  bor- 
row without  declaring  what  the  money  was  to 
be  borrowed  for — it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
precedent  to  guide  them.  Therefore  he  thought 
they  should  be  exceedingly  careful  in  dealing 
with  a  question  like  this ;  and,  as  there  was  no 
precedent  to  follow,  they  must  be  guided  by 
principle.  The  principle  underlying  the  limi- 
tation of  the  powers  of  an  Upper  Chamber  was 
that  it  should  not  interfere  with  provisions 
for  taxation  or  appropriation.  It  could  not  be 
said  that  the  question  before  the  Council  af- 
fected either. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  position  of  the  Council  in  dealing 
with  such  Bills  was  laid  down  clearly.  He 
would  read  the  following,  bearing  on  the  point, 
from  Todd's  "Parliamentary  Practice,"  page 
705:— 
"But  neither  the  New  Zealand  not  tha 
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Oanadion  laws  con  be  bo  oonstruecl  as  to  war- 
rant a  olaim  by  the  Upper  Chamber  of  either 
Parliament  to  equal  rights  in  matters  of  sjd 
and  supply  to  those  which  are  enjoyed  and 
exercised  by  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  United  Kingdom ;  for  such  a 
olaim,  if  insisted  upon,  would  to  a  like  extent 
derogate  from  and  diminish  the  constitutional 
lights  of  the  representative  Chamber." 

The  question  was,  Was  this  a  Bill  of  aid 
and  supply  ?  To  his  mind  it  was  not.  As  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver, 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill  stated  that  it  was 
a  Bill  to  encourage  thrift.  That  was  the  object 
of  the  Bill  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  and 
upon  that  they  must  go.  He  thought,  cer- 
tainly, it  was  not  clearly  a  matter  of  aid  and 
supply.     Standing  Order  322  said, — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Speskker  to  see 
that,  in  all  Bills  initiated  in  the  Legislative 
Oooncil,  imposing  fees,  fines,  and  penalties, 
and  made  payable  into  the  Colonial  Treasury, 
for  the  public  uses  of  the  colony,  the  clauses 
imposing  the  same  be  distinguished  by  being 
underlined." 

If  the  Council  had  power  to  insert  such  pro- 
Tisions  and  send  them  down  to  the  other  House 
in  italics,  surely  they  had  similar  powers  to 
conend  a  Bill  coming  from  the  other  Chamber, 
when  such  Bill  was  not  a  Bill  of  aid  and 
supply. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  thought  it  would 
be  a  rather  dangerous  doctrine  to  say  that  the 
preamble  governed  a  Bill,  because  in  that  case 
it  would  be  perfectly  easy  for  a  Qovemment, 
or  any  one  else,  to  put  anything  which  they 
thought  proper  in  the  preamble,  whereas  the 
body  of  the  Bill  might  be  quite  different.  He 
wished  to  explain  that  he  had  not  the  slightest 
desire  to  limit  the  powers  of  the  Council  in 
dealing  with  this  or  any  other  Bill.  He  only 
wished  to  know  exactly  what  their  powers 
yrere.  He  thought  their  powers  ought  to  be 
M  extensive  as  they  could  possibly  make  them, 
especially  when  dealing  with  Bills  of  this  novel 
and  extraordinary  character. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  might  ex- 
plain to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  the  position  of 
clause  8.  After  the  question  was  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  on  the  previous  day  he 
made  ino^uiry  at  the  only  possible  quarter  where 
information  could  be  obtained — from  the  Trea- 
sury Department — as  to  what  was  meant  by 
"  Consols-certifioate,"  mentioned  in  section  8. 
He  pointed  out,  when  moving  the  second  read- 
ing, what  that  certificate  meant.  A  man  went 
to  the  Treasury  and  deposited  his  money  and 
got  a  receipt  for  it.  On  the  inscription  of 
the  party's  name  in  the  register  the  amount 
became  inscribed  and  he  received  a  receipt. 
There  was  no  authority  whatever  by  which 
the  Treasurer  could  sell  or  interfere  with  that 
receipt  or  inscription.  He  had  been  puzzling 
his  mind  to  know  what  his  honourable  friend 
meant.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  any 
aothority  to  sell  the  Consols  for  a  less  sum 
than  the  amount  which  had  been  subscribed. 
Then,  as  to  the  "Consols-certificate,"  he  ex- 
plained that  matter  also.  Assuming  that  a 
Son.  Mr.  Bonar 


person  had  inscribed  his  money  for  £1,000,' 
and  afterwards  wanted  £100,  be  went  to  the 
Register  and  received  the  £100,  and  then  he 
was  inscribed  for  £900,  and  for  that  he  got  a 
certificate,  which  bore  upon  its  face  the  value 
and  the  rate  of  interest. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  this  question 
was  surrounded  with  difficulty.  Unfortunately 
there  were  precedents  which,  if  he  were  to  fel- 
low them  too  closely,  would  compel  him  to  rule 
that  this  was  a  money  Bill ;  but  to  declare  this 
a  money  Bill  would  be  to  control  the  powers  of 
the  Council  to  such  an  extent  as  to  deprive 
it  of  its  proper  value  as  a  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. He  therefore  ruled  that  the  Council 
had  the  power  to  amend  such  clauses  as  were 
not  appropriation  clauses. 

Bill  committed. 

IK  COUMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Date  of  repayment  and  interest 
to  bs  fixed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE  moved,  That "  forty  " 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  four- 
teen." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand' 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  14. 
Barnicoat  Jenkinson  Montgomery 

Bolt  Jennings  Bigg 

Buckley  Kelly  Walker,  L. 

Dignon  Kerr  Whitmore. 

Feldwiok  MoCuUough 

Noes,  21. 
Acland  McLean  Richardson 

Bonar  Morris  Stevens 

Bowen  Oliver  Stewart 

Holmes  Ormond  Swanson 

Kenny  Peacock  Taiaroa 

MacGregor         Pharazyn  Whyte 

MantoU  Reynolds  Williams. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Word  "  forty  "  stmok  out. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  moved. 
That  the  word  "  twenty  "  bo  inserted,  in  lieu  of 
the  word  "  forty." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Atbs,  24. 

Acland 

Jennings 

Richardson 

Barnicoat 

Kelly 

Bigg 

Bolt 

Kerr 

Stewart 

Bonar 

MoCuUough 

Swanson 

Buckley 

McLean 

Taiaroa 

Dignau 

Montgomery 

Walker,  L. 

Fcldwick 

Oliver 

Whitmore 

Jenkinson 

Pharazyn 
Noes,  11. 

Williams. 

Bowon 

Man  tell 

Reynolds- 

Holmes 

Morris 

Stevens 

Kenny 

Ormond 

Whyte. 

MacGregor 

Peacock 

Majority  for. 

13. 

Word  "  twenty"  inserted. 

The  Hon. 

W.  DOWNIE  STEWARiT  moved,. 

That  the  words  "  or  places 

in  the  colony  "  bft 

inserted  after  the  word  "  place." 
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The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
80  inserted." 


Ayes,  22. 

Aoland 

Mantell 

Biohardson 

Bamicoat 

Morris 

Stevens 

Bolt 

Oliver 

Stewart 

Bonar 

Ormond 

Swanson 

Bowen 

Peacock 

Walker,  L. 

Holmes 
Kenny 

MacGregot 

Fbarazyn 
Beynolds 

Noes,  IS. 

Whyte 
Williams. 

Buckley 
Dignan 
Feldwiok 
Jenkinson 

Kelly 
Kerr 

MoCulloagh 
McIJean 

Montgomery 

Rigg 

Taiaroa 

Whitmore. 

Jennings 

Majority  for, 

9. 

Words  inserted. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read 
the  third  time. 

FOREIGN'  INSURANCE  COMPANIES' 
DEPOSITS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  protect  the  public  from  com- 
panies which  are  doing  business,  or  may  do 
business  in  the  colony  at  some  future  time,  and 
which  may  not  be  able  to  meet  proper  demands 
that  may  be  made  upon  them.  The  Bill  deals 
entirely  with  foreign  companies.  The  interpre- 
tation of  "  company"  is, — 

" '  Company '  means  any  association,  person, 
or  persons,  corporate  or  unincorporate,  regis- 
tered or  established  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  (whether  concurrently  or  not  with  any 
ouer  class  of  business)  any  one  or  more  of  the 
following  classes  of  insurance  business,  that  is 
to  say, — the  business  of  (1)  life  assurance,  or  (2) 
fire  and  marine  insurance  concurrently,  or 
(8)  fire  insurance  only,  or  (4)  marine  insurance 
only,  or  (5)  accident  insurance,  or  (C)  insurance 
of  any  class  not  hereinbefore  mentioned  ;  and 
includes  mutual  associations  as  well  as  pro- 
prietary; but  docs  not  include  the  Govern- 
ment Lisurance  Department  established  under 
'  The  QoTemment  Insurance  and  Annuities  Act, 
1874  • : 

" '  Foreign  company  '  means  a  company,  as 
hereinbefore  defined,  registered  or  established 
out  of  the  colony,  and  includes  a  local  com- 
pany whose  chief  office  is  situated  out  of  the 
colony." 

It  has  been  found  that  some  of  these  com- 
panies have  not  made  payments  after  they 
have  got  money  from  the  people,  and  this  Bill 
is  to  provide  a  security  that  they  shall  not 
make  default.  Fart  I.  deals  with  life  assur- 
ance companies.  These  companies  must  de- 
posit with  the  Public  Trustee  a  sum  of  not  less 
than  £5,000  nor  more  than  £50,000,  in  cash  or 
approved  securities,  according  to  the  scale  in 
the  schedule. 

" '  Approved  seonrities'  mean — 

"  (a.)  Government  securities  of  New  Zealand 
or  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies ; 


"  (6.)  Debentures  issued  or  mortgages  exe- 
cuted by  any  local  authority  within 
the  colony,  under  any  law  now  or 
hereafter  in  force,  secured  upon  general 
or  special  rates,  or  upon  real  estate 
within  the  colony  held  in  fee-simple ; 
"  (e.)  Mortgages  on  the  security  of  any  real 
estate  held  in  fee-simple  within  the 
colony  and  free  from  all  encum- 
brances :  Provided  that  no  mortgage 
be  accepted  as  a  deposit  for  a  sum 
exceeding  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
the  security  therefor ; 
"  (d.)  Real  estate  held  in  fee-simple  or  lease- 
bold  interest  within  the  colony  and 
free  from  all  encumbrances ; 
"  («.)  Fixed  deposits  in  any  bank  of  issue 
established  by  or  under  any  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  or  by  Royal  Charter, 
and  carrying  on  business  in  the  colony : 
Provided  that  such  deposits  be  made 
in  and  be  payable  in  the  colony ; 
or  any  of  such  securities." 

The  Government  do  not  insist  at  all  upon 
having  deposits  of  money.  All  they  want  are 
such  securities  as  will  be  a  guarantee  to  the 
people  who  are  insured  with  these  companies 
that  their  policies  will  be  paid.  I  mention 
this  specially  because  I  see  it  stated  in  southern 
papers  and  elsewhere  that  the  Government  are 
anxious  to  get  hold  of  a  lot  of  money.  Now, 
the  Government  do  not  want  any  money  at  all. 
Hon.  Membkbs. — Oh  I 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  say  the 
Government  do  not  want  any  money  at  all. 
They  want  securities  to  be  given  for  the  pro- 
tection of  those  who  may  be  insured  with  these 
companies.  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  Bill ; 
there  is  nothing  that  can  be  construed  into 
anything  else.  In  the  case  of  fire  and  marine 
insurance  companies, — 

"  Every  foreign  company  which  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  Act  is  carrying  on  any 
such  business  as  aforesaid  within  the  colony 
shall,  within  six  months  from  the  passing  of 
this  Act, 

"  Obtain  from  the  Public  Trustee  a  certifi- 
cate in  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Governor 
authorising  the  company  named  therein  to 
carry  on  suoh  business  within  the  colony  for 
the  period  of  twelve  months  from  the  date 
named  in  such  certiiioate." 

These  companies  are  to  furnish  to  the  Publio 
Trustee  statements  of  their  affairs.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  is  simply  to  prevent  bogus 
companies  from  victimising  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  I  beg  to  move.  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  I  perfectly  understand  the  inten- 
tion of  this  Bill.  The  first  thing  to  remark  is 
that  by  "  The  Life  Insurance  Companies  Act, 
1873,"  life  insurance  companies  were,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  obliged  to  deposit 
£20,000,  and  I  have  not  heard  from  my  honour- 
able friend  exactly  the  reason  why  this  has 
been  varied.  The  minimum  here  appears  to  be 
£5,000,  and  the  maximum  £50,000.  The  other 
point  is  this :  Are  we  clearly  to  understand  that 
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no  deposit  is  to  be  required  from  foreign  fire 
and  marine  insurance  companies  ?  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  the  Bill  does  impose  any  re- 
sponsibility upon  them,  nor  did  I  undentand 
my  honourable  friend  to  say  that  it  did.  In 
the  definition  of  "  foreign  company  "  it  does 
not  say  exactly  what  companies  they  shall  be, 
further  than  that  they  are  registered  and  esta- 
blished out  of  the  colony,  and  will  include 
local  companies  whose  chief  oilices  are  situated 
out  of  the  colony.  From  the  fire  and  marine 
companies  being  dealt  with  in  a  separate  part 
of  the  Bill,  and  the  certificate  being  obtainable 
in  the  form  indicated  there,  it  would  appear  to 
me  that  it  is  not  intended  to  exact  a  deposit 
from  them.  That  being  so,  I  was  going  to 
inquire  whether  the  Government  were  aware 
that  there  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  in 
the  colony,  especially  among  those  carrying  on 
insurance  business,  a  feeling  that  there  should 
be  some  pecuniary  guarantee  to  the  public 
that  the  stability  of  a  company  is  reasonably 
good  —  I  mean  in  the  case  of  foreign  fire  in- 
surance companies.  It  has  often  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  that 
foreign  companies  are  sometimes  started  with 
insufficient  capital,  and  carry  on  business 
under  circumstances  which  are  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  cheir  doing  so. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— There 
is  one  point  in  connection  with  this  Bill  which, 
I  think,  might  deserve  attention,  and  that  is 
this  :  With  regard  to  foreign  companies  carrying 
on  business  here  it  is  extremely  difficult  some- 
times to  prove  that  they  are  companies  at  all. 
There  is  a  provision  in  the  Foreign  Companies 
Act  which  is  not  complied  with,  or  which  may 
be  evaded  to  a  certain  extent.  I  think  the 
Public  Trustee  should  satisfy  himself,  before 
he  issues  a  certificate,  that  the  company  is  a 
properly  incorporated  body,  and  if  sued  in  that 
name  the  person  suing  would  not  require  to  do 
anything  further.  That  is  a  very  necessary 
provision.  There  is  another  point  to  which  I 
would  direct  the  honourable  gentleman's  at- 
tention, and  that  is  this:  Supposing  a  person 
gives  a  mortgage  to  a  company  for  £10,000,  he 
has  no  knowledge  of  what  becomes  of  that 
mortgage ;  and  if  he  pays  oS  the  mortgage — 
that  is,  to  the  company — the  mortgage  will  not 
be  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on  so  far  as 
the  Public  Trustee  is  concerned,  the  person 
having  paid  ofi  the  money.  I  mean  that  the 
deposit  of  the  mortgage  will  probably  afford  no 
security  whatever. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  ? 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— Be- 
cause it  is  not  transferred  to  the  Public  Trustee 
in  any  way.  It  is  merely  lodged  with  the 
Public  Trustee.  The  deeds  lie  with  the  Public 
Trustee,  but  he  may  know  nothing  of  the  pay- 
ing-off  of  the  loan.  So  far  as  the  Public  Trustee 
is  concerned,  his  security  has  vanished,  because 
the  person  has  paid  his  money  to  the  company 
or  person  from  whom  be  borrowed  it.  Section 
18  seems  to  me  rather  drastic.  It  provides,  in 
case  of  any  default  in  complying  with  any  of  the 
requirements  of  Che  Act,  the  "  attorney,  gene- 
ral agent,  or  other  agent  are  respectively  and 
Bon.  Mr,  Stevens 


severally  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  five 
pounds  nor  more  than  fifty  pounds  for  every 
day  during  which  such  default  continues." 
There  may  be  a  slight  technical  non-compli- 
ance with  the  Act,  to  which  the  Pubjic  Trustee 
may  have  assented — for  instance,  in 'not  giving 
notice,  and  so  forth.  The  Act  may  not  be 
strictly  complied  with  in  a  slight  technical  re- 
spect, and  this  penalty  may  be  inflicted.  There 
is  no  discretion  given  to  the  Court  to  deal  with 
such  technical  breaches  of  the  Act,  and  the 
penalty  of  £5  a  day  might  amount  to  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  course  of  time.  I  think  some 
discretion  should  be  given  to  the  Court  to  say 
whether  the  non-compliance  is  purely  techni- 
cal in  its  character. 

The.  Hon  Mr.  BONAR.— I  think,  myself, 
that  this  will  afford  very  considerable  pro- 
tection. I  think  the  points  mentioned  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  are  worthy  of  notice, 
because,  I  say,  looking  at  the  foundation  of 
foreign  companies,  they  are  duly  incorporated 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  countries 
in  which  they  were  formed.  Then,  provision 
is  made  by  which  they  shall  have  an  attorney 
here  before  they  begin  business,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  make  some  provision  that  that 
attorney  shall  be  appointed  without  delay. 
The  other  points  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  I  agree  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  am 
not  able,  of  course,  to  discuss  the  legal  points 
raised  by  honourable  gentlemen  in  connection 
with  this  Bill,  but  I  would  point  out  that  any 
company  means  an  association  of  persons,  cor- 
porate or  unincorporated,  with  a  security  from 
the  company  carrying  on  business,  quite  re- 
gardless of  whether  or  not  it  is  incorporated 
according  to  the  law  of  the  country  in  which  it 
has  its  headquarters.  With  regard  to  what 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  said  about  fire  and  ma- 
rine insurance  companies — that  some  guaran- 
tee should  be  given  to  the  public  that  the 
stability  of  the  company  is  reasonably  good — 
that  is  provided  for  by  the  4th,  Sth,  6th,  and 
7th  clauses  of  this  Bill,  a  certificate  from  the 
Public  Trustee  being  required.  With  regard 
to  clause  18,  and  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  the  pensjty  is  too  high,  I  think  that  is  a 
matter  to  be  considered  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  the  Bill  just 
now  before  the  Council,  which  was  moved  by 
my  honourable  friend,  is  one  of  the  very 
greatest  importance,  and  one  which  will  be 
found  to  be  exceedingly  far-reaching  in  its 
application,  and  its  consequences  will.  In  my 
judgment,  be  of  the  most  serious  character: 
so  serious,  indeed,  that  I  propose,  during  my 
remarks,  to  give  to  honourable  members  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  in  a  par- 
ticular direction,  which  I  shaJl  indicate  by 
amendment.  Sir,  it  is  proposed  to  borrow  no 
less  a  sum  than  three  millions  on  the  public 
I  credit  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  lending 
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it  out,  to  penons  owning  property,  at  5  per 
cent,  interest,  with  a  sinking  fund  of  1  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly.  Now,  let 
us  review  the  origin  of  this  measure.  It  may 
be  perfectly  true  that  during  the  last  general 
election  some  considerable  amount  of  atten- 
tion in  certain  quarters  was  drawn  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  is  even  possible  that,  as  my  honour- 
able friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  said,  on 
every  platform  opportunity  may  have  been 
token  to  speak  upon  it.  But  this  also  is  what 
took  place  at  the  last  general  election :  that  a 
most  unmistakably  determined  opposition  to 
increase  the  public  indebtedness  by  way  of 
loans  was  expressed  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other.  Upon  that  fact  there 
can  be  no  manner  of  doubt.  If,  therefore, 
it  can  be  shown  that  this  measure  increases 
the  public  indebtedness,  it  will,  I  think,  be  a 
fitting  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the 
«oiutry,  and,  if  it  has  been  considered  at  all, 
a  fitting  subject  for  reconsideration.  Sir,  the 
original  proposal  was  to  give  loans  to  farmers. 
Now,  what  we  are  at  the  present  time  propos- 
ing to  do  is  to  make  loons  to  any  one  who  has 
a  security,  subject  to  certain  limitations,  to 
'Which  I  shall  make  reference  presently.  My 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  has 
informed  us  that  this  system  has  been  success- 
fully tried  in  France,  Germany,  and  other 
Buropean  countries.  Now,  I  am  going  to  show 
the  Council  what  has  been  tried  in  those 
countries,  and  then  they  will  be  able  to  judge 
trhether  the  view  put  before  the  Council  by  my 
honourable  friend  is  a  correct  one.  Mention 
has  been  made  of  the  Credit  Fancier  of  France  ; 
bat  what  is  the  position  of  that  ?  It  is  a  State 
institution,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  has  not 
State  aid.  Not  one  farthing  of  the  national 
resources  is  in  that  great  institution.  It  is, 
however,  supervised  by  the  State.  Its  governors 
are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Republic, 
And,  as  I  say,  its  afiairs  are  supervised  and 
investigated  by  the  Administration,  which  is 
really  a  board  of  directors.  The  control  of  the 
whole  of  the  affairs  is  under  that  board,  which 
is  elected  by  the  shareholders.  It  is  not,  as  I 
shall  point  out  presently,  the  same  case  as  in 
some  other  countries  in  Europe.  It  is  not 
even  an  association  of  persons  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  moneys  to  be  obtained  on  their 
properties  through  the  medium  of  associated 
capital.  It  is  simply  an  association  of  money- 
lenders, and  no  doubt  their  operations  in 
France  have  been  not  only  gigantic,  but  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  country.  But  do  not 
let  it  be  supposed  for  one  moment  that  the 
system  proposed  at  the  present  time  by  this 
Bill  has  any  reoemblonce  whatever  to  the 
Credit  Fancier.  The  position  of  that  institu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Government  is  very 
similar  to  that  which  has  recently  been  esta- 
blished by  the  Shares  Guarantee  Act  between 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Government 
of  this  colony — that  is  to  say,  the  superior 
officers  have  to  be  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Let  us  toko  the  case  of  Germany. 
Similar  institutions  throughout  Germany, 
which  are  very  extensive,  and,  no  doubt,  very 


beneficial,  are  in  no  sense  State-aided.  In  the 
case  of  some  of  the  older  ones,  I  suppose  that, 
somewhere  from  a  hundred  to  a  huudred  and 
twenty  years  ago,  a  few  of  them  were  in  their 
earlier  stages  assisted,  with  regard  to  the  cost 
of  their  establishment,  by  the  Government.  In 
one  cose  there  was  an  institution  which  was 
supported,  I  think,  to  the  extent  of  200,000 
thalers.  A  thaler,  I  think,  in  Germany  is 
equal  to  3s.  With  regard  to  business  of  this 
character  in  Germany,  there  is  no  case  in  which 
it  is  supported  by  Government  capital,  or  where 
it  has  received  any  aid  whatever.  But  I  would 
more  particularly  like  to  call  attention  to  one 
which  has  produced  very  good  results  in  Hun- 
gary. Some  of  them  are  founded  as  associa- 
tions of  landed  proprietors.  Now,  in  Hungary, 
when  enforced  labour  was  done  away  with, 
the  condition  of  the  landed  interest  was  such 
that  it  was  found  necessary  for  a  great  effort 
to  be  made  to  enable  the  owners  to  improve 
their  properties  and  make  them  productive, 
and  the  landed  proprietors  adopted  the  method 
of  associations  amongst  themselves,  by  which 
their  property  was,  more  or  less,  liable  to  be 
mortgaged  for  the  necessities  of  the  institution ; 
and  by  that  means  they  obtained  sufficient 
capital  to  improve  their  properties  and  make 
up  the  losses  which  had  been  caused  to  them 
by  political  and  other  causes.  In  no  case  did 
the  institution  resemble  the  one  we  have  now 
under  consideration.  In  no  case  has  the  State 
gone  into  the  market  to  borrow  money,  either 
in  large  or  small  amounts,  for  the  purpose  of 
lending  to  the  proprietors  of  the  country.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  in  a  few  of  the  cantons  of 
Switzerland  there  is  a  system  of  lending  money 
entirely  by  the  State,  or,  at  all  events,  to  such 
an  extent  that  nearly  all  money  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  market,  and  it  is  said  that  this 
is  beneficial.  But  they  have  no  institution, 
as  far  as  I  can  discover,  by  which  the  State 
undertakes  largo  engagements  in  the  way  of 
borrowing  money  for  the  purpose  of  lending  it 
to  persons  so  situated.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  whole  pith  of  the  question  in  regard  to 
this  Bill  is  this:  Wo  are  now  asked  to  pass  a 
measure  by  which  the  State  credit  shall  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  private  individual-s,  and 
there  is  no  question  about  it  whatever.  When 
you  come  to  examine  it  with  any  degree  of  care 
or  consideration,  the  proposal  is  that  persons 
who  have  not  more  than  £5,000,  which  is  the 
maximum,  down  to  a  minimum  of  £25  only, 
are  to  receive  these  loans.  Then  preference 
is  to  be  given  to  those  who  have  applied  for 
sums  under  £500.  Now,  it  is  not  pretended  that 
all  the  applicants  can  be  satisfied.  Those  who 
cannot  give  sufficient  security  will  not  get  the 
money.  Those  who  have  insufficient  security 
will  therefore  be  rejected  ;  whilst  the  larger 
proprietors  will  be  left  out  by  reason  of  their 
being  over  the  maximum  of  £5,000.  I  should 
tike  the  Council  to  consider  whether  the  credit 
of  the  colony  and  its  benefits  are  not  just  as 
much  the  property  of  one  person  in  the  com- 
munity as  of  another.  For  what  uses  is  the 
credit  of  the  colony  to  be  legitimately  applied  ? 
Defence  is  the  primary  and  most  important 
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one,  AS  ive  knew  in  New  Zealand  to  our  cost  in 
old  times,  as  also  does  any  other  country  that 
has  ever  engaged  in  war.  In  this  country, 
where  we  own  the  railways,  the  Government 
railways  are  also  a  legitimate  subject  for  the 
application  of  borrowed  money.  They  are  pub- 
lic property,  and  the  advantages  go  to  every 
one  who  uses  the  railways.  They  are  a  piece 
of  national  property  of  the  highest  importance. 
The  same  principle  can  be  applied  to  tele- 
graphs, and  other  numerous  subjects  to  which 
I  need  not  now  refer.  Even  in  the  case  of  our 
harbours  it  is  in  only  two  instances  that  we 
have  departed  from  the  principle  of  treating 
them  as  local  concerns.  But,  Sir,  this  proposal 
is  exactly  of  the  nature  I  have  stated.  It  is 
actually  proposed  now  to  borrow  money  upon 
the  credit  of  the  whole  people  of  this  country 
for  tbe  sake  of  those  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  get  it.  If  that  is  considered  to  be  the  right 
principle,  then  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said 
with  regard  to  it.  In  my  opinion  it  is  an  exceed- 
ingly wrong  principle.  I  consider  it  as  bad  a 
Srmciple  as  could  xx>ssibly  be  conceived.  What 
oes  it  mean?  It  means  that  the  country  is 
going  to  borrow  money  for  no  purpose  by  which 
the  State  could  be  directly  aided,  or  by  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  are  going  to  derive 
any  benefit  or  convenience  whatever.  It  simply 
means  that  the  credit  of  the  country  is  going 
to  be  used,  and  more  or  less  invaded, — I  think 
that  is  the  proper  term  to  use, — for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  persons  who  have  got  more  land 
than  they  can  pay  for ;  and  that  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  whole  of  this  business.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
in  thinking  over  this  question,  to  see  what  this 
Legislature  is  doing  at  tho  present  time,  what 
it  has  done  this  session,  and  the  burdens  which 
have  been  imposed  upon  tho  public  for  which 
this  session  will  be  held  responsible.  We  have 
given,  or  are  directly  responsible  for, — for  it  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  direct  responsibility, 
and  the  sooner  we  recognise  it  the  better,— 
£2,000,000  for  the  support  of  the  Bank  of  Now 
Zealand.  There  is  another  sum  which  will  be 
borrowed  of  £250,000  for  lands  for  settlement. 
We  have  under  the  present  Bill  £3,000,000  for 
advances  to  settlers,  putting  aside  any  question 
which  might  be  raised  as  to  the  two  sums  we 
are  going  to  authorise  by  the  Bills  that  we 
are  just  passing,  which  involve  an  expenditure 
of  £.500,000,  which  may  find  its  way  to  London 
before  long— the  Consols  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition and  Lands  Improvement — which  are 
supposed  to  be  loans  domiciled  in  this  colony. 
We  know  also  that  a  proposal  before  the  Legis- 
lature involving  £700,000  or  £800,000  for  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  has  to  be  con- 
sidered ;  and  I  ask  honourable  members  this  : 
In  tbe  wildest  days  of  this  colony,  at  the  period 
which  it  seems  now  to  be  the  fashion  to  look 
back  upon  as  the  period  of  the  most  abandoned 
recklessness,  did  we  ever  reach  the  height 
of  recklessness  we  have  reached  this  year  ?  I 
state  the  position  now  and  the  position  then, 
and  it  will  be  found  there  is  a  great  difference. 
Take  the  days  of  the  never-to-be-forgotten  Vogol 
proposals— and,  in  colling  attention  to  them,  do 
Bon.  Mr.  Stevens 


not  let  it  be  supposed  that  I  personally  ever 
regarded  what  was  done  then  as  more  than  a 
speculative  enterprise,  and  one  that  was  goingr 
a  great  deal  too  fast.  Let  us  look  at  the  poii- 
tion  then  and  compare  it  with  these  days.  In 
those  days  we  had  the  world  before  us.  The 
lands  of  the  colony  were  undeveloped;  vast  areas 
of  territory  were  waiting  to  be  opened  and  im- 
proved ;  railways  and  every  conceivable  species 
of  public  works  were  undertaken  by  means  of 
Government  expenditure,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlers.  We  may  have  gone  too  fast,  but,  as  I 
say,  we  had  then  the  world  before  ng.  I  say 
that  our  position  now  is  different.  There  is  a. 
great  economical  difference  between  the  two 
positions,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  what  we 
are  doing  now  to  get  money  will  never  cause 
prosperity  to  attend  our  footsteps.  Wo  have 
now  placed  before  the  world — a  world  which  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  financial  world 
of  London — a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  of 
our  operations  this  session.  We  have  of  late- 
found  the  necessity  of  raising  money  from  all 
sorts  of  sources — and,  in  fact,  I  need  not  dwell 
upon  that,  for  it  will  be  admitted  in  every 
direction,  I  presume ;  but,  having  done  all  that 
this  session,  we  are  absolutely,  through  the 
medium  of  this  Bill,  letting  out  a  regular  flood- 
gate of  liabilities,  and  what  is  to  be  the  posi- 
tion I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Where 
the  limit  is  to  be  fixed  nobody  has  the  least  idea. 
You  have  undertaken  to  lend  enough  money  to- 
everybody  who  has  sufficient  security  in  one 
year  or  another.  You  have  entered  into  this  to 
any  extent  that  their  demands  may  reach ;  for 
can  any  one  suppose  that,  when  the  Govern- 
ment have  undertaken  to  borrow  £3,000,00(> 
for  purposes  of  this  kind,  they  can  satisfy  the 
demands,  or  that  those  people  who  are  disap- 
pointed— the  man  with  five  thousand  pounds* 
worth  of  land,  and  the  man  who  has  got  do 
loan  allotted  to  him,  also  the  man  who  has 
property  to  tho  extent  of  £500 — are  going  to  sit 
still  and  allow  themselves  to  be  ridden  over  by 
the  people  who  have  been  successful  in  getting 
funds  ?  It  is  an  obvious  absurdity  ;  and  I  do  not 
see  how  we  can  imagine  that  such  proposals 
could  be  entertained  for  a  moment,  or  that  suob 
a  state  of  things  could  be  allowed  to  exist. 
What  will  be  the  upshot  of  these  proposals? 
You  are  going  now  to  face  the  London  market^ 
and  we  have  got  to  place  before  the  financial 
public  of  London  very  plainly  our  position,  and 
the  position  we  are  going  to  take  into  our  hands 
next  year.  I  remember,  in  London,  when  I 
was  there  on  the  15th  April,  1887,  when  taking 
up  a  newspaper,  there  appeared  before  me  this 
terrible  sight:  that  the  4-per-cent.  New  Zea- 
land stocks  were  down  to  94. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— What  are 
thoy  up  to  now  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— It  is  not  what 
they  are  to-day,  but  it  ia  what  they  are  going 
to  be  through  the  misuse  of  a  restored  credit. 
And  what  I  was  going  to  point  out  to  the 
Government  is  that  these  kinds  of  proceedings 
must  inevitably  reduce  the  credit  from  what 
it  is  now. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  stock* 
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are  at  109  now,  and  they  have  never  been  so 
high. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— It  is  exactly  for 
that  reason  that  I  am  making  these  few  re- 
marks, by  way  of  urging  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagaes  to  stay  their  hands 
before  danger  comes  upon  us  through  the 
recklessness  which  is  already  allowed  to  be 
the  leading  characteristic  of  the  Government. 
Kow,  I  have  to  say  again  what  this  is  that  we 
are  taking  before  the  eyes  of  the  financial  pub- 
lic. Are  we  exhibiting  to  them  a  favourable 
state  of  things?  We  are  going  to  them  to  say, 
"  Lend  us  money  in  order  that  we  may  open 
a  loan-office."  That  is  what  we  are  going  to  do 
by  this  Bill.  And,  in  connection  with  that, 
we  are  unfortunately  obliged  to  lay  before 
them  diminishing  productions  —  not  by  any 
means  a  proof  of  prosperity.  It  is  extremely 
painful  to  me  to  have  to  lay  before  this 
Council  these  returns,  but  I  would  ask  honour- 
able members  to  refer  to  the  reduction  in 
values  of  products  and  the  main  articles  of 
export  as  disclosed  bv  the  statement  which  has 
been  made  before  Parliament.  I  find  that, 
taking  the  items  where  there  had  been  an 
increase  in  export  value  in  the  year  1891, 
we  have  not  less  than  about  half  a  million 
of  decrease  in  value  between  the  position  of  two 
years  ago  and  the  period  with  which  the  par- 
liamentary paper  deals  in  1893.  I  do  not  know 
whether  honourable  gentlemen  would  like  me 
to  give  them  the  figures  in  relation  to  half  a 
dozen  items,  but  they  are  to  me  very  import- 
ant, and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  generally 
nnderstood.  The  value  of  the  wool  exported 
this  year,  as  compared  with  the  value  two  years 
•go,  is  £354,948  less;  gold  was  £91,231  less; 
grain  was  £72,000  les.i ;  and,  unhappily,  I  have 
to  notice  that  last  year  it  was  only  about  one- 
half  in  value  of  what  it  was  in  the  year  1890, 
the  year  before  the  time  of  my  starting-point ; 
then,  we  have  New  Zealand  flax,  which  is 
£60,000  less  in  value ;  and  frozen  meat,  £109,907 
less :  making  a  total  of  £687,795.  On  the  other 
side  must  be  taken  items  where  there  was  an 
increase.  I  find  that  in  kauri-gum  there  was 
an  increase  of  £73,000,  which  is,  so  far,  satis- 
factory, although  I  regret  to  say  that,  com- 
pared with  former  years,  the  return  shows  very 
indifierently.  There  was  on  butter  and  cheese 
an  increase  of  £117,313,  making  a  total  of 
£190,000  and  a  few  hundreds  as  against  the 
large  reductions  to  which  I  have  made  refer- 
once.  One  of  the  most  unfortunate  features 
in  the  whole  of  this  review  is  the  practical 
disappearance  of  wheat-growing  to  a  very  large 
extent.  It  means  that  an  amount  of  employ- 
ment has  been  displaced  which  is  almost  beyond 
estimate  in  our  small  concerns.  I  think  it 
may  be  regarded  generally  in  the  colony  as  a 
sobject  of  the  greatest  importance,  because  it 
aeems  to  me  to  mark  very  strongly  the  view 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  before  the 
Council.  My  object  in  mentioning  these  facts 
is  this :  to  show  that  no  time  could  bo  worse 
cboeen  to  increase  the  liabilities  of  the  colony 
than  the  present,  and  that  there  evidently  is 
Tery  strong  danger  of   important  subjects  of 


the  kind  in  relation  to  our  financial  affairs 
being  utterly  ignored.  We  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  late  of  taking  immense  comfort  to 
ourselves  in  the  presence  of  a  surplus  in  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  No  doubt  a  surplus 
is  an  exceedingly  desirable  thing,  and  no  doubt' 
at  all  times  it  should  be  a  subject  of  rejoicing ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  it- 
appears  to  me  that  we  are  so  far  from  march- 
ing to  a  deficit,  we  are  galloping  to  it.  In 
looking  at  the  Statement  of  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  I  find  that  he  estimates 
that  he  will  only  have  £91,000  at  the  end 
of  the  financial  year  in  the  way  of  surplus; 
and  from  that  sum  will  have  to  be  taken  the 
supplementary  estimates,  which  will  have  to 
be  passed  before  the  session  closes.  I  see  a 
very  small  surplus  indeed,  and  one  which  I 
fear,  in  the  presence  of  what  we  are  now  doing, 
will  very  soon  become  a  very  shadowy  surplus. 
Let  me  also  ask  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  this  fact — one  which,  I  believe,  ia 
scarcely  recognised  by  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature generally:  It  is  that  in  our  revenue  we 
have  been  taking  for  some  years  past,  and  are 
still  taking,  a  very  large  addition  (o  revenue 
in  the  form  of  money  which  is  rendered  avail- 
able through  the  operation  of  the  Consolidated 
Stock  Act  of  1884.  And  that  is  not  a  per- 
manent thing;  it  is  rapidly  diminishing  and 
rapidly  approaching  the  point  of  extinction ; 
and  in  all  the  calculations  whi'ch  I  should  ever 
make  with  regard  to  the  strictly  sound  finan- 
cial position  of  this  country  I  should  invari- 
ably allow  for  that.  I  regret  to  say  that  it 
never  is  allowed  for.  I  see  also  that  in  the 
estimate  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  this 
year  there  is  an  allowance  for  diminution  of 
revenue  from  Customs,  and  to  a  smaller  extent 
from  the  railways.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
Customs  revenue  will,  in  all  probability,  in  view 
of  the  general  depression  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  large  amount  of  unemployed  labour, 
diminish  more  or  less  during  the  current  year. 
No  doubt  oue  very  much  avoids  giving  one's 
individual  opinion  in  place  of  official  esti- 
mates ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  we  cannot 
expect  a  return  from  the  Customs  revenue 
larger  than  estimated  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  it  would  not  surprise  me  in  the 
slightest  degree  if  we  found  his  estimate  wa» 
scarcely  realised.  I  am  now  going  to  mention 
two  or  three  points  with  regard  to  the  details 
of  this  Bill.  They  will  not  be  placed  before 
the  Council  in  any  such  elaborate  form  as  to 
make  them  tedious,  or  otherwise  than  readily 
understood.  The  first  1  will  mention  is  that 
we  are  going  to  lose  on  all  these  loan  opera- 
tions under  this  Bill  the  whole  of  the  land-tax 
which  is  now  payable  on  the  land  on  which  the 
money  will  be  advanced.  I  should  have  thought 
that,  at  all  events  if  the  public  credit  is  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  special  individuals  who 
are  to  be  granted  loans  on  their  property,  the 
least  that  could  have  been  expected  would 
have  been  that  the  tax  would  be  made  good 
by  them.  Not  so,  however.  Now  wo  come 
to  another  point,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
understand  the  Bill,  it  is  intended  to  go  on 
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•xeinvesting  the  sinking  fund  in  the  form  of 
-what,   I    think,   is  called    the   Sinking-fund 
Debentures  Fund.    Therefore,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,    this    loan    will   never   be    paid    oS.     It 
■will  be  a  perpetual  burden  upon  the  colony, 
and   will   be  perpetually  renewed — that   is  to 
say,  unless   it   should  be   called  in   and  paid 
off.    In  such  case,  of  course,  the  accumulated 
sinking  fund  will  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
Another  point  has  reference  to  the  foot  that 
the  Bankruptcy  Act  is  brought  into  play  in  this 
Bill  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner.    The  bor- 
Tower,  it  is  true,  is  to  have  great  advantages 
conferred  upon  him  at  the  public  expense ;  but 
there  is  something  on  the  other  side.    In  the 
event  of  his  being  unfortunate  in  the  race  of 
life,  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  meet  with 
that  success  which  we  should  desire,  should  he 
have  the  misfortune  to  seek  the  benefit  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Act  he  never  will  bo  released :  he 
-will  be  a  Crown  debtor,  if  not  from  the  cradle, 
at   all   events   to   the  grave.      Then,  we   have 
another  very  extraordinary  proposal,  which   I 
thought  might  be  put  down,  if  not  to  imperfect 
drafting,  at  all  events  to  an  imperfect  appli- 
'Oation  of  the  ordinary  care  which  is  supposed 
to  accompany  the  preparation  and  passing  of 
Bills.    I  find  in  the  69th  clause  this :  A  heavy 
penalty  is  imposed — not  less  than  £50  nor  more 
than  £200;  and  one  of  the  offences  for  which 
this  penalty  is  to  be  imposed  is— what  ?    What 
do  honourable  members  think  ?    "  Having  any 
pecuniary   interest  in  any  land  tendered  as 
security  for  a  loan  under  this  Act."    So  that  if 
a  person  has  sold  a  piece  of  land  to  another, 
and  the  purchaser  borrows  the  money  from  this 
Government  loan-office,  the   person  who  sold 
bini  the  land  would  be  liable  to  a  penalty  ;  and 
it  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  an  individual 
held  a  mortgage  from  another  and  he  was  paid 
of!  out  of  a  loan  raised  from  the  Government 
loan  office :  they  would  be  equally  liable  in  the 
two  coses.    I  will  say  no  more  upon  that  point, 
nor  do  I  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  honour- 
able gentlemen    in   discussing    generally  the 
closer  details  of  the  Bill.    Let  me,  however, 
call  attention  to  one  of  the  most  important 
items  in  the  whole  detailed  structure  of  the 
Bill.     In  reviewing  these  institutions  on  the 
Continent  of  Kurope,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  I  think  I  mentioned  that  they  never 
lend  to  the  extent  of  more  than  50  per  cent. — 
one-half  the  value  of  the  property  which  is 
oflercd  to  them.     That  is  an  invariable  rule. 
It  is  so  with  the  Cridit  Fonder,  and  with  the 
German  and  other  institutions  of  this  charac- 
ter, and  I  believe  there  is  not  one  single  ex- 
ception in  the  whole  list  of  them.    What  is 
proposed  in  this  measure  is  that  in  the  case  of 
urban   and   suburban  property  one -half  only 
of  the  value  of  the  property  may  be  lent,  as 
in   the   cases   I   have   mentioned   in   Europe ; 
hut  in  the  country  two-thirds  may  be  lent.     It 
is  very  commonly  supposed  that  a  one-third 
margin  is  enough,  but  I  submit  that  it  is  not 
enough.     I  submit  that  experience  shows  in 
every  direction  that  one-third  is  not  sufficient, 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  is  the  experience 
of  every  one  who  has  had  any  considerable 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  lending  money 
upon  mortgage.    Now  I  propose  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  general  effects  of  the  scheme. 
My  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
informed  us  that  in  the  past,  and  even  now, 
interest  was   too  high.     Does  my  honourable 
friend  really  mean  to  offer  to  us  the  suggestion 
that  money  is  not  like  any  other  commodity, 
which  goes  where  it  is  profitable  to  it  to  go, 
and  goes  away  from  a  place  when  it  ceases  to 
be  a  productive  field  of  investment  for  it? 
Surely  every  one  must  know  that.    And  that 
is  precisely  what  will  happen  with  regard  to 
this  scheme.     I  would  ask  honourable  gentle- 
men to  consider  what  is  going  to  be  the  case  in 
the  event   of   this  scheme   succeeding  so   far 
that  the  Government  obtain  the  money  in  Eng- 
land, and  are  successful  in  lending  it  to  their 
satisfaction  in  this  country.    Loans  which  are 
at  present  in  existence  here  will  be  displaced. 
England  being  the  safest  place  in  the  world  to 
keep  money  in,  it  naturally  remains  there,  and 
the  rate  of  interest  falls  with  the  increase  of  its 
volume.    What  will  happen  here  will  be  what 
has  happened  before,  and  what  is  happening 
every  day  of  our  lives  here,  and  that  is,  when 
money  is  displaced  it  leaves  the  country.    I 
know  vast  sums  of  money,  relatively  speaJdng, 
which,  unless  they  can  produce  a  certain  re- 
turn here,  will  leave  the  country  to  a  cer- 
tainty.    When  I  was  in  England,  in  1887,  I 
was  brought  into  close  communication  with  a 
number  of  the  largest  money-lenders  in  Eng- 
land, principally  some  of  the  large  insurance 
companies ;    and  the  authorities  of  those  in- 
stitutions  informed   me   that  a  certain  given 
rate  of  interest  was  absolutely  a  condition  of 
their  sending  money  out  to  these  colonies  at 
all ;  that,  unless  they  get  a  certain  net  return, 
which  will  be  appreciably  more  than  will  be 
got,  80  far  as  I  can  see,  in  the  colony  if  this 
scheme  is  carried  out,  money  will  certainly 
return.    Speaking  with  absolute  authority  on 
the    subject,  these   gentlemen   say  that  this 
money  will  not  remain  in  New  Zealand  if 
it  does  not  bring  in  a  certain  net  return;  and 
therefore,   if   the   money  is  displaced,  it  will 
certainly  return  Home.      That  will  be  one  of 
the  most  completely  unsatisfactory  results  of 
this  proposal.    It  seems  to  me  that  no  regard 
is  had  to  the  fact  that  money  is  a  flowing  thing, 
which  will  go  where  it  suits  it  best  to  go,  and 
will  stay  where  it  pays  it  best  to  keep  it.    I 
have  now  but  a  little  more  to  say  upon  this 
subject.    It  has  been  often  said  that  when  one 
strongly  complains  of  a  particular  proposal  it 
is  desirable  that  he  should  suggest  an  alter- 
native.   I  will  suggest  an  alternative,  and  one 
founded  upon  what  I  consider   a  thoroughly 
sound   principle.     It  is  exactly  the  one  upon 
which  the  European  institutions  are  founded, 
and   upon  which   they  operate.     It  was   one 
which  was  embodied  in  a  measure  which  was 
introduced  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  it  is  known 
as  the  "mortgage-bond  system."     That  was 
to  be  brought   into  operation  only    by  com- 
panies —  in  fact,  by   companies  which   might 
have  loan  undertakings  in  this  country — and 
it  had  at  its  root  this  sound  principle:  that 
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the  strength  of  an  institution  should  be  m  its 
own  possessions,  that  its  loan  operations  should 
be  conducted  with  its  own  loan-moneys  only, 
without  any  State  guarantee,  and  without  the 
interference  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  it  alive.  I  submit  to  my  honourable 
friends  that  they  really  might  —  and  I'  will 
lend  them  a  hand  in  doing  it — establish  a 
system  of  that  kind,  which  might  in  time,  not 
immediately,  operate  in  two  ways  very  bene- 
ficially. It  might  on  the  one  band  take  any 
private  funds  which  they  desired  and  find  a 
perfectly  secure  State  investment ;  and  on  the 
other  hand  it  might  supply  in  a  measure  funds 
for  the  object  they  have  in  view  in  this  Bill. 
But,  Sir,  when  I  think  of  the  Government's 
proposal  as  it  now  stands,  and  as  I  have  re- 
viewed it  to  the  Council — when  I  think  that 
it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  consequences 
I  think  it  will,  I  feel  it  is  not  right  that  it 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  this  Legislature  in 
its  present  form.  I  have  endeavoured  to  place 
before  the  Council  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
founded  upon  the  principles  which  regulate 
the  European  institutions  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. I  have  also  endeavoured  to  show  that 
it  contains  this  immense  fault,  this  radical 
and  utterly  defective  principle :  that  the  public 
credit  is  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  private 
individuals — that  it  leaves  out  of  its  scope  all 
benefit  both  to  the  rich  over  the  £5,000  limit 
and  to  the  poor  who  are  unsuccessful  in  obtain- 
ing money,  either  from  want  of  security  or 
through  the  general  competition  for  the  loans. 
I  have  shown  also  that  it  is  absolutely  beyond 
any  reasonable  limits  to  which  we  could  go  in 
the  direction  of  burdening  the  colony,  with  the 
engagements  we  now  have,  and  the  immense 
liabilities  which  we  have  not  only  now  exist- 
ing, but  with  also  those  liabilities  we  have 
recently  assumed.  I  have  also  shown  that  the 
revenue  of  the  colony  is  in  no  condition  to  sus- 
tain further  engagements.  I  have  likewise  en- 
deavoured to  show,  and  I  think  I  have  success- 
fully shown,  that  the  productions  of  the  colony 
are  not  in  that  condition  which  we  desire ; 
that,  so  far  from  their  showing  any  sign  of 
redundancy,  the  tendency  is  backwards.  An- 
other point  which  we  have  to  consider  is  the 
large  quantity  of  labour  that  is  unemployed ; 
and  I  have  further  shown  that  we  have  no 
expectation  whatever  of  continued  surpluses. 
I  pass  by  the  defective  details  of  the  Bill, 
which  are  always  subject,  of  course,  to  remedy. 
Now,  looking  at  the  position,  and  that  we  have 
before  us  a  measure  containing  these  great 
faults,  and  one  which,  I  believe,  is  radically 
wrong  in  itself,  and,  above  all,  that  it  has  not 
been  submitted  to  the  country  in  any  practical 
shape,  or  in  any  form  in  which  the  country 
could  have  any  opportunity  of  expressing  aa 
opinion  upon  it,  or  of  in  any  sense  expressing 
an  opinion  for  the  guidance  of  this  Iiegis- 
lature,  I  feel  it  incumbent  npon  me  as  a  pub- 
lic duty  to  move  this  amendment:  Whereas 
this  Bill  proposes  to  initiate  a  policy  of  un- 
limited borrowing,  which  must  ie  attended  with 
great  risk  and  commercial  responsibility,  and 
whereas  no  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to  the 


people  of  the  colony  to  express  an  opinion  there- 
on, this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  BiU 
should  not  be  proceeded  with  until  the  subject 
has  been  maturely  considered,  and  that  therefore 
it  should  be  read  the  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG.— It  was  easy,  Sir,  to 
see  from  the  tone  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks  what  his  conclusion  would  be. 
The  first  thing  that  strikes  us  is  this :  that 
that  conclasion  might  have  been  stated  in 
fewer  words.  As  regards  the  speech  wo  have 
just  listened  to,  I  consider  it  an  exceedingly 
able  and  comprehensive  one;  but  it  is  the 
speech  of  a  strong  individualist — a  disciple  of 
the  laisses  -  faire  school  —  one  of  those  who- 
look  with  alarm  upon  any  innovation  such  as 
this,  or  upon  any  bold  and  progressive  policy. 
That  being  so,  it  must  follow  that  I,  being  a 
firm  and  strong  State  socialist,  must  disagree 
with  many  of  the  conclusions  of  the  honourable- 
gentleman,  although  I  admit  that  many  of  his- 
facts  are  correct.  The  first  point  with  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  dealt  was  the  Credit 
Fonder,  and  he  explained  what  it  was  and  how 
it  was  governed,  and  then  he  proceeded  to  tell 
us  that  this  Bill  in  no  way  resembled  sucb 
an  institution.  Now,  Sir,  had  we  proposed  to- 
establish  such  an  institution  in  this  colony  his- 
remarks  would  have  been  h  propot.  But  whab 
we  propose  to  establish  is  something  entirely 
different,  and  therefore  there  was  no  necessity 
to  tell  us  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  in  no  way- 
proposed  to  establish  an  institution  resembling - 
the  Credit  Fancier. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  think  I  ought 
to  say  that  the  Government  claimed  that  it 
did,  and  therefore  I  made  the  remark  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  refers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG.— I  heard  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced: 
the  measure,  but  I  did  not  catch  that  portion. 
Of  course  that  would  account  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  remarks.  Then,  Sir,  ho  said 
that  it  could  not  be  shown  that  any  State 
had  gone  so  far  as  we  proposed  to  go  in  this- 
direction  —  that  is,  in  lending  money  to  pri- 
vate persons.  Now,  I  would  ask.  Because  no 
other  State  has  gone  before  us  in  this  direc- 
tion, is  that  any  argument  why  we  should- 
not  do  so?  If  it  were  so,  —  if  we  are  never 
to  do  anything  but  what  has  already  been 
done  by  somebody  else,  and  every  one  else  is 
to  act  accordingly,  —  then  we  should  have  - 
no  progress  whatever.  It  is  necessary  that 
some  one  should  first  make  an  advance,  and 
then  allow  others  to  judge  of  the  judicious- 
ness or  otherwise  of  following  in  his  footsteps. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  it 
was  right  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  telegraphs  and  railways,  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  State  property :  and 
he  quite  approved  of  that.  Now,  the  pro- 
sperity of  these  institutions  depends  also  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony ;  and  if  by  doing 
as  the  Government  are  doing  in  this  matter 
they  are  encouraging  enterprise  and  produc- 
tion, and  so  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the 
railways  and   the  other  Government  institu-- 
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tioQS,  approving  as  the  honouiable  gentleman 
■does  of  money  being  used  direotl}'  for  that  par- 
pose,  I  should  not  expect  to  find  him  objecting 
■to  its  being  used  indirectly  for  so  laudable  a 
purpose.  Now,  I  look  upon  this  measure  as 
proposing  one  of  the  greatest  experiments  in 
rState  socialism  that  have  probably  ever  been 
attempted.  And,  Sir,  I  look  vribh  a  certain 
amount  of  confidence  to  the  result.  I  know 
'there  is  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Indi- 
vidualist school  to  people  receiving  any  benefits 
whatever  from  the  State,  for  tliey  talk  a  great 
-deal  about  self-reliance.  No^,  from  the  point 
of  view  from  which  the  State  socialist  looks  at 
the  question,  he  sees  that  in  depending  on  the 
:State  l)e  is  depending  upon  himself,  for  the 
people  are  the  State,  the  State  as  a  whole,  and 
therefore  their  dependence  upon  the  State  is 
in  itself  the  very  essence  of  self-reliance.  The 
.economical  effect  of  a  measure  sucli  as  this  is 
easily  foreseen  :  it  will  be  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  on  money  througliout  the  colony.  The 
Bill  purports  to  be  a  cheap-money  Bill,  and  a 
low  rate  of  interest  is  cheap  money.  Cheap 
money  provides  facilities  for  persons  to  use 
their  labour  and  their  industry  for  the  very 
best  purpose.  It  was  well  said  by  Turgot,  the 
French  economist,  that  a  low  rate  of  interest 
resembles  the  receding  sea  —  it  leaves  behind 
it  a  fertile  plain,  fertile  lands  which  after- 
wards become  productive  though  previously 
covered  by  a  waste  of  waters.  That  is  his 
view,  though,  perhaps,  those  are  not  his  exact 
words  ;  and  that  is  what  will  happen  under  the 
effect  of  such  a  law  as  this.  Then  we  come  to 
'this  question:  Do  the  farmers  require  cheap 
:  money  7  And  here  I  have  to  call  attention 
to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
:  Stevens,  when  he  dealt  with  low  prices.  They 
all  go  to  show  the  necessity  there  is  for  this 
cheap  money.  Probably  at  no  time  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand,  or,  I  might  say,  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  was  the  condition 
'  of  farmers  worse  than  at  the  present  time. 
Owing  to  these  fallen  and  falling  prices,  the 
farmer  is  now  required  to  pay,  in  many  cases, 
.  60  per  cent,  more  produce  as  interest  than  he 
had  to  pay  twenty  years  ago.  The  consequence 
is  that  the  whole  lifeblood  of  the  farming  com- 
munity is  being  sapped  by  the  money-lenders. 
Any  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  must 
therefore  relieve  the  farmers  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, and  commensurately  improve  their  posi- 
tion. Under  this  measure  farmers  who  are 
now  borrowing  money  at  7  and  8  per  cent. — 
perhaps  more — will  be  able  to  convert  their 
mortgages,  and   borrow  at  5  per  cent.     The 

•  consequence  will  be,  that  a  certain  amount  of 
money,  that  is  now  placed  on  mortgage,  will 
be  set  at  liberty.  Either  one  of  two  things 
will  then  happen :  Either  this  money  so  released 
will  be  invested  in  other  directions,  in  some 
reproductive  enterprise  —  perhaps  in  manu- 
facture— and  so  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony,  and  give  employment ;  or  it  will,  as 
stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  float  to  some 

•  other  place,  where  it  can  get  better  investment. 
But  supposing  the  three  millions  we  propose 

:to  borrow  displaces  three  millions  of  Englidi 
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capital  already  invested  in  the  colony,  and  the 
money  so  brought  in  is  to  bear  interest  at  i  per 
cent.,  as  compared  with  the  other  which  has 
been  gaining  interest  at  8  per  cent.,  would  not 
that  be  a  distinct  advantage  to  the  country  f 
I  say  it  would,  and  any  one  who  looks  at 
the  matter  from  this  point  of  view  will  sae 
that  the  exchange  would  be  enormously  in  oar 
favour.  I  must  say  that  I  also  look  with  some 
dissatisfaction  at  the  large  increase  proposed 
to  be  made  in  the  colony's  mdebtedness.  Still, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  think  it  is  justifi- 
able; but  I  am  afraid,  with  this  drain  of  in- 
terest that  is  going  on,  in  face  of  the  fallen 
and  falling  prices  I  have  already  referred  to, 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  that  interest- 
charge  will  become  more  than  we  can  bear;  and 
so,  I  say,  I  view  with  dissatisfaction  any  increase 
in  that  direction.  At  the  same  time,  I  think, 
had  the  Government  —  of  course,  they  have 
acted  as  they  think  best,  and  probably  are  better 
informed  than  I  am — started  by  establishing  a 
State  bank  in  the  place  of  appointing  a  Bourd 
to  deal  with  a  matter  like  this,  the  wants  of 
the  settlers  might  have  been  better  attended 
to,  and  at  the  same  time  a  certain  amount  of 
paper  money  could  have  been  issued  without 
any  risk,  and  advanced  to  the  settlers  to  meet 
their  necessities,  without  the  necessity  of  going 
on  the  London  market.  Then,  the  Bill  pro- 
vides that  this  money  must  be  lent  on  mort- 
gage ;  but  I  would  point  out  this :  that,  while 
the  farmer  requires  assistance,  he  does  not 
always  want  to  mortgage  his  land.  He  re- 
quires temporary  assistance,  very  often  an 
advance  on  his  clip ;  and  were  a  State  bank 
established,  and  these  necessary  advances 
made,  I  think  there  would  be  an  improvement 
on  the  present  proposal.  Had  we  had  such 
an  institution  in  the  past  we  should  never 
have  had  people  fleeced  as  they  have  been 
by  many  of  the  financial  institutions  of  the 
colony,  which  flrst  had  a  lien  on  the  clip;  then 
they  had  the  clip;  sometimes  they  had  the 
second  year's  clip ;  then  they  had  the  sheep, 
and  then  they  had  the  farm :  in  fact,  they  had 
everything  in  payment  of  interest.  Had  we 
had,  OB  I  say,  a  State  bank  able  to  make  these 
advances,  and  deal  with  the  settlers  on  a  more 
considerate  basis,  we  should  not  have  had  so 
much  distress  as  wo  have  at  the  present  time. 
The  honourable  gentleman  did  not  say  in  plain 
words  that  he  doubted  our  ability  to  gel  this 
money,  but  he  pointed  out  that  the  fact  of 
our  going  on  the  Ix>ndon  market  for  a  large 
amount  of  money  would  have  the  effect  of 
injuring  our  credit.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  wished  to  convey  the  impression  which 
was  left  on  my  mind,  that  we  might  have 
some  diffioulty  in  obtaining  this  money.  Upon 
this  point  I  do  not  think  we  need  to  trouble 
ourselves  at  all.  I  do  not  think  the  London 
capitalist  is  at  all  sentimental.  I  believe  that 
wherever  lie  can  get  a  good  and  safe  invest- 
ment for  his  money  he  will  accept  it ;  he  will 
not  consider  that  the  effect  of  lending  this 
money  to  New  Zealand  will  be  to  reduce  the 
ra^  of  interest  in  this  colony :  that  is  not  a 
matter  ho  will   concern  himself  about — the 
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big  fishes  eat  up  tho  little  ones — he  will  leave 
the  local  capitalists  to  look  after  thejuselves. 
He  will  see  ^at  we  have  here  a  population  of 
three-quarters  of  a  million,  and  that  the  people 
possess  private  wealth  to  the  amount  of 
£154,917,000,  without  consideriDg  our  public 
wealth  at  all,  and  that  is  the  point  of  view  he 
will  take ;  and  be  will  see  that  the  mere  fact 
of  our  asking  for  a  certain  number  of  mil- 
lions—six, eight,  or  ten  millions — need  give 
him  no  cause  to  fear  as  to  the  soundness  of 
the  security,  or  our  ability  to  pay,  if  it  should 
come  to  that  ultimately.  I  shall  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Council  any  longer.  I  think  it 
will  be  seen,  from  what  I  have  already  said, 
that  I  see  much  in  the  Bill  to  approve  of.  I 
am  altogether  in  sympathy  with  its  object,  and 
I  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
Government  will  do  something  in  the  direction 
of  establishing  a  State  bank  and  a  paper  cur- 
rency, instead  of  going  on  the  London  market 
for  money,  and  then  I  shall  feel  perfectly  satis- 
fied. TaJcing  everything  into  consideration,  I 
shall  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.  — Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  told  us  that  he  intends  to  support  the  Bill ; 
but  a  great  many  of  his  arguments  wore 
directed  against  it  to  this  extent  :  that,  how- 
ever much  he  might  approve  of  the  Bill,  he 
thought  a  Bill  which  would  establish  a  State 
bank  or  some  similar  institution  would  be  in- 
finitely preferable,  and  he  said  that  because  he 
considered  a  very  large  number  of  persons  who 
wanted  money  objected  to  mortgaging  their 
properties  for  it,  and  he  thought  that  by  the 
substitution  of  a  State  bank  for  the  proposals 
contained  in  this  Bill  they  would  in  some  un- 
defined manner  obtain  money  without  giving 
this  particular  kind  of  security  for  it  to  which 
he  objects.  We  can  understand  the  view  he 
takes,  because  he  said  he  is  a  pronounced  State 
socialist,  and  a  State  socialist,  we  all  know, 
has  very  peculiar  notions  as  to  the  rights  of 
property,  and  as  to  what  may  be  done  by  the 
State  in  altering  the  relations  of  property  and 
distributing  the  property  of  the  whole  amongst 
difierent  members  of  the  society  of  which  the 
State  is  composed.  An  official  definition  of 
State  socialism  was,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
given  at  a  meeting  held  last  year  at  Zurich.  I 
have  just  jotted  down  from  memory  what  the 
-definition  was,  so  that  I  may  not  be  absolutely 
correct  in  the  wording,  but  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  it  was  this : — 

"  A  State  socialist  advocates  the  nationalisa- 
tion of  all  the  means  of  production  and  ex- 
change, the  abolition  of  individual  capitalists, 
4uid  the  substitution  of  State  and  municipal 
enterprise  in  their  stead." 

That  is  a  very  broad  platform,  and  one  on 
which  this  country  has  not  professedly  token 
its  stand,  although  I  think,  substantially,  we 
have  gone  very  considerably  in  this  direction. 
I  noticed  in  this  morning's  Neta  Zealand  Times 
a  remarkable  article  advocating  the  Undesir- 
able Immigrants  Bill,  evidently  approving  of 
that  measure.  The  writer  said,  "  We  are  now 
-engaged  in  a  great  experiment  of  State  social- 


ism." I  can  understand  this  is  a  part  of  that 
great  experiment,  and,  as  I  am  as  strong  an  in- 
dividualist OS  the  honourable  gentleman  is  a 
State  socialist,  I  altogether  disapprove  of  con- 
tinuing this  experiment  any  further  than  we 
have  gone  already :  in  fact,  I  should  very  much 
like  to  see  the  process  stopped,  and  that  we 
should  go  back  to  the  old  system  under  which 
tho  country  was  so  prosperous  many  years  ago. 
My  main  objection  to  this  Bill  is,  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  increase  the  functions  of  Govern- 
rqent — that  is  to  say,  I  am  opposed  to  State 
socialism  in  every  shape  and  form;  and, 
although  the  Colonial  Secretary  argued  very 
strongly  in  its  favour,  because,  he  said,  the 
banks  and  capitalists  had  charged  enormous 
rates  of  interest,  and  had  always  demanded 
their  pound  of  flesh — in  fact,  the  Bill  was,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a  kind  of  punishment  for  those 
wicked  persons 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No;  I  did 
not  say  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  honour- 
able  gentleman  did  not  use  the  word  "punish- 
ment," but  I  think  the  whole  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  his  speech  went  in  that  direction. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Allow  me 
to  correct  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  I  do 
not  think  he  would  wish  to  misrepresent  me. 

1  did  not  say  that  they  kept  up  the  rate  of 
interest,  but  that  if  they  had  reduced  the  rate 
of  interest  tho  Government  would  never  have 
introduced  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— Exactly ;  be- 
cause they  did  not  reduce  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  because  they  did  not  treat  the  people  in  a 
fair  way,  therefore  they  are  to  be  punished  by 
this  Bill.  I  think  it  can  only  be  looked  upon  aa 
a  punishment  when  people  who  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  obtaining  a  high  rate  of  interest 
are,  by  the  action  of  the  State,  deprived  of 
that  power;  and  to  that  extent  I  consider  it 
is  a  very  considerable  punishment.  If  a  man 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  getting  10  per  cent,  is 
forced  by  the  State  to  take  8  per  cent.,  I  con- 
sider myself  that  he  is  punished  to  the  extent  of 

2  per  cent.  With  regard  to  this  question,  I 
should  say  that  the  rate  of  interest  depends 
entirely  upon  the  supply  and  demand  of  money, 
just  as  the  price  of  anything  else  depends  upon 
the  supply  and  demand.  It  is  utterly  absurd 
to  say  that  any  one  should  not  demand  the 
rate  of  interest  which  he  can  obtain.  I  can 
remember  the  time  when  I  hod  to  pay  10  or  12 
per  cent,  interest,  and  I  think  I  was  meJcing  a 
great  deal  more  profit  at  that  time  than  when  I 
paid  as  little  as  6  per  cent.  There  was  a  time 
when  things  were  so  prosperous  that  we  could 
afiord  to  pay  that  rate  of  interest,  and  I  really 
cannot  see  that  any  blame  attaches  to  any 
individual  or  corporation  for  demanding  as  high 
a  rate  of  interest  as  can  be  obtained.  CovUd 
anything  be  more  ridiculous  than  for  the  man- 
ager of  a  bank  to  say  to  the  persons  who  had 
borrowed  money,  "  Well,  it  is  very  hard  to 
charge  you  8  per  cent,  when  I  am  sure  you  can- 
not make  a  very  large  profit  out  of  your  pro- 
perty, and  therefore,  on  account  of  good  feel- 
ing, I  will  reduce  it  to  6  per  cent "  ?    What 
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'would  the  ghaieholdera  of  that  bank  say?  They 
would  say  that  the  manager  was  not  fit  for  his 
position,  and  they  would  dismiss  him  as  quickly 
as  possible.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  blame 
any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  for  obtaining  the 
highest  rate  of  interest  they  can  possibly  ob- 
tain. It  is  well  known  that  money-lending  is 
a  special  business,  and  one  which  involves 
frequently  a  very  considerable  amount  of  risk. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  the  kind  of  business  in 
which  the  Government  ought  to  enter,  as  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  is  at  all  fitted  for 
business  of  that  sort.  We  have  seen  great  com- 
panies, such  as  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
the  Xioan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company, 
making  a  tremendous  mess  of  their  business  all 
over  the  country ;  and  why  should  it  be  thought 
that  a  similar  mess  would  not  be  made  by  the 
Government?  On  that  account  I  think  this 
proposal  is  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  country, 
because  I  think  a  very  considerable  loss  may 
arise  at  any  moment  from  the  injudicious  man- 
agement by  the  officers  of  the  department, 
prudent  as  they  may  be.  Then,  supposing  this 
scheme  is  gone  into,  and  supposing  we  plunge 
the  country  into  this  vast  speculation  by  rais- 
ing three  millions  of  money  and  lending  it  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  what  will  be  the  neces- 
sary result  of  that  lending  upon  the  value  of  pro- 
perty ?  We  know  that  the  value  of  land  varies 
inversely  with  the  rate  of  interest,  and  directly 
you  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  5  per  cent, 
you  cause  something  in  the  nature  of  a  boom 
in  landed  property.  The  consequence  will  be, 
if  you  lend,  as  proposed  in  this  Bill,  on  country 
properties  to  the  extent  of  two- thirds  of  the 
estimated  value,  and  in  the  case  of  towns  to 
one-half,  you  are  likely  to  find  the  whole  of 
your  margin  cut  ofi,  almost  before  you  see  the 
first  year's  interest.  That  is  a  very  probable 
result.  The  security  will  be  necessarily  exag- 
gerated ;  and  what  has  been  called  bed-rock  has 
been  by  no  moans  reached  yet.  I  heard  only 
the  other  day  of  a  case  where  a  person  some 
few  years  ago  purchased  a  country-town  sec- 
tion from  the  Government  for  the  sum  of  £30, 
and  a  few  months  ago  he  found  he  had  been 
rated,  for  land-tax  and  other  purposes,  at  £3 
on  his  property,  say,  one-tenth  of  the  value  it 
was  at  the  time  he  purchased  it.  That  shows 
the  danger  of  lending  on  property  without  the 
greatest  circumspection.  Then,  it  appears  to 
me  that,  so  far  from  the  farmers  to  whom 
this  money  is  proposed  to  be  lent  being  neces- 
sarily gainers,  it  will  very  often  happen  that 
the  man  who  owns  land  which  he  is  prepared 
to  cut  up  into  farms  will  be  the  real  gainer. 
When  the  people  can  get  money  at  5  per  cent. 
they  will,  of  course,  be  prepared  to  give  much 
larger  sums  than  when  they  had  to  pay  7  or  8 
per  cent,  upon  mortgage.  So,  instead  of  the 
poorer  class  of  the  community  being  benefited, 
'  as  proposed  under  this  Bill,  it  is  exceedingly 
probable  that  the  comparatively  rich  will  be 
oenefited.  So,  even  on  the  principle  of  State 
socialism,  that  can  hardly  be  called  an  ad- 
vantage. But  I  consider  that  the  greatest 
danger  that  is  likely  to  arise  under  this  pro- 
posal is  that  under  it  you  will  have  an  enor- 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharatyn 


mona  nnmber   of  State  debtors,  and  in  th» 
course  of  time,  if  they  are  not  sucoessful  witb 
their  properties,  they  will  demand  a  reduotioa 
of  interest.    They  'will  even  insist  upon  inter- 
est being  foregone  altogether;    and,  when  the 
country  will  be  prepared  to  lend  larger  sums 
on   these   properties,  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent a  political  reaction  taking  place.    As  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  pointed  out  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that 
this  is  going  to  stop  at  the  three  millions  now 
proposed,   because   when   once   we  begin  this 
system  we  shall  have  pressure  brought  to  bear 
by  persons  who  have  not  got  money  under  it,, 
and  we  shall  gradually  find,  instead  of  having 
on   our    hands   three   millions  of   money   for 
this  purpose,  we  may  have  a  loan  of  fifteen 
millions.      There   will   be   perpetual   pressure 
brought   to    bear,  and  the  liabilities   of   the 
colony  in  the   future  will  be   perfectly  enor- 
mous.   Then,  there  are  other  curious  arrange- 
ments in  the  Bill.     At  present  we  only  talk 
about  borrowing  these  three  millions,  to  be 
spread  over  two  years;    but,  then,  we  are  to- 
issue  land-bonds  up  to  the  amount  of  the  exist- 
ing mortgages,  and  that,  it  appears  to  me,  will 
become  a  sort  of  paper  currency,  and  it  is  very- 
difficult  to  see  what  the  effect  of  that  currency 
will   be.    I    quite   agree  with   the   Hon.   Mr. 
Stevens  that  one  effect  of  the  land-bonds  will 
be  to  drive  the  existing  money  out  of  the  coun- 
try.   You  will  find  that  directly  people  in  Eng- 
land or  elsewhere  are  aware  that  the  State 
may  interfere  with  the  investment  of  money 
they  will   cease   to  send    it  to   this   country. 
They  will  never  be  sure  what  they  will  got  for 
it,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  will  know  that  they 
can  only  get  5  per  cent. ;   and  I  believe  the- 
effect  will  be  that  a  large  amount  of  money 
will  be  withdrawn,  and,  what  is  possibly  still 
worse,  a  large  amount  of  money  that  would 
otherwise    be    available    will    be    locked    up. 
Then,  if  some  of  the  mortgagees  are  unable  to 
pay,  the  market  will  be  immediately  flooded  as 
regards  land,  and  the  depreciation  of  that  land 
will  be  such  that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  recover  the  money  ad- 
vanced upon  it ;  so  that  we  have  no  security 
against  the  colony  being  saddled  with  a  large 
portion  of  this  debt  which  we  are  going  to  incut 
for  the  purpose  of  lending  to  settlers  and  others. 
I  may  say,  too,  that  it   appears  to  me  ex- 
tremely unfair  that  any  particular  class  of  tJie 
community — farmers  and  other  landowners — 
should  be  selected  as  the  only  persons  who  are 
to  derive  any  benefit  from  this  measure.    I  do 
jiot  see  at  all  why  the  manufacturers  in  towns 
should  not  be    equally   entitled   to  these   ex- 
tremely good  things  which  are  going.    I  have 
no  doubt  that  in  the  course  of   time  there 
will  be  an  amendment  to  this  Bill,  if  it  is  once 
put  in  operation,  and  that  we  shall  have  de- 
mands not  only  from  farmers  of  all  classes, 
but  from  every  class  of  the  community  that 
may  want  to  borrow  money  and  that  can  show 
any  sort  of  security  for  it.     Sir,  it  is  very  easy 
for  a  man  to  lose  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  money  in  endeavouring  to  work  land.    Every 
one  must  know  of  people  who  have  done  that 
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with  rarioaa  amounts  of  capital.  I  know  of 
numerous  instances  where  a  man  who  began 
vrith  from  £5,000  to  £10,000  dropped  the  whole 
of  that  capital  in  land.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
years  the  whole  of  their  capital  is  gone  from 
them,  and  they  become  absolutely  penniless. 
And  that  has  not  been  from  borrowing,  but  it 
is  partly  from  misfortune  and  partly  from  mis- 
management. Just  as  in  an  ordinary  business, 
a  man  requires  a  certain  amount  of  special  skill 
to  make  anything  out  of  the  land  at  any  time : 
and  then,  cheap  money  will  certainly  be  a 
very  great  temptation  to  many  persons  who 
never  contemplated  going  upon  land  to  go 
npon  it,  in  the  belief  that  with  money  at 
6  per  cent,  they  will  certainly  be  able  to  do 
'well;  and  this  system  is  certainly  euceurag- 
ing  a  large  class  of  persons  to  spend  money, 
Knd  who  will  be  State  debtors  for  all  time — 
they  will  not  be  producers,  or  be  of  any 
xeal  serrioe  to  the  country  in  the  way  of  pro- 
duction or  of  the  increase  of  exports.  I  think 
that  is  a  state  of  things  exceedingly  likely  to 
arise.  It  has  arisen  to  a  large  extent  already, 
owing  to  the  way  we  are  dealing  with  our  lands. 
We  are  attempting  to  settle  people  on  the  land 
on  all  kinds  of  fancy  tenures.  They  go  upon  the 
land,  and  we  know  that  many  of  them  are 
in  a  state  closely  approaching  starvation ;  and, 
as  we  are  aware,  it  is  this  class  of  people  it  is 
proposed  to  help  by  this  Bill.  I  think  we  are 
making  a  huge  mistake.  Sir,  we  have,  of 
conrse,  to  consider  that  the  working  of  the  Act 
will  cost  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  no  esti- 
mate of  which  has  yet  been  laid  before  as. 
But  I  understand  it  is  admitted  that  it  will 
cost  a  considerable  sum  of  money  per  annum 
to  pay  the  officers  who  will  be  engaged  in  work- 
ing this  Act.  I  notice  that  a  large  number  of 
appointments  are  to  be  made  under  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  work  which 
these  gentlemen  are  supposed  to  do  can  be  per- 
formed by  anything  but  a  very  large  stafi. 
There  is  one  thing  which  I  think  ought  to  be 
considered.  Clause  16  states  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Board  are  to  be  the  Super- 
intendent, who  is  to  be  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
and  six  other  persons  holding  the  offices  for 
the  time  being  of  Colonial  Treasurer,  Public 
Trustee,  Government  Insurance  Commissioner, 
Surveyor-General,  Solicitor-General,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Taxes.  They  are  to  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Board.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  piling  an  enormous  amount  of  work  on 
to  those  officers,  especially  the  Surreyor-Gene- 
lal.  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  he  can  do 
anything  the  Act  directs  him  to  do.  We  have 
already  thrown  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
npon  him  under  tho  Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  throw  this  additional 
work  upon  him.  I  think  it  will  be  impossible 
lor  these  gentlemen  to  attend  to  this  business 
properly,  and  the  probable  result  will  be  that 
the  work  will  be  done  in  a  very  perfunctory 
manner,  or  not  done  at  all,  and  the  Act  wiU 
become  inoperative.  It  is  said  that  whatever 
we  may  think  about  it  the  country  has  approved 
of  the  scheme ;  but,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 
said,  the  country  has  never  had  this  scheme 
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before  it,  or  anything  like  it,  in  a  definite  shape, 
and  has  not  expressed  approval  of  it.  There 
was  a  general  statement  or  something  of  that 
sort  made  that  cheap  money  was  to  be  given 
to  settlers,  but  the  country  has  never  had  this 
proposal  before  it.  I  am  convinced  if  it  had 
that  it  would  take  much  the  same  view  as  was 
taken  only  the  other  day  at  a  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  New  Zealand  in  Auck- 
land. The  Colonial  Secretary  may  laugh,  but 
I  may  state  that  the  National  Association  is 
doing  very  good  work.  No  doubt  it  is  extremely 
distasteful  to  the  Government,  but  unques- 
tionably the  country  will  be  benefited  by  it. 
I  read  their  report  this  morning  with  very 
great  interest,  and  I  think  what. they  say  is 
perfectly  correct.  One  of  the  delegates,  Mr. 
Kirkbride,  speaking  of  the  advances  to  settlers, 
moved, — 

"That,  OS  the  electors  at  the  last  general 
election  declared  against  increasing  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  colony,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
borrowing  proposals  of  the  Government  will 
greatly  augment  the  public  debt,  and  will 
eventually  result  in  grave  disaster,  this  meeting 
is  of  opinion  that  a  respectful  petition  should 
be  presented  to  the  Legislative  Council  urging 
it  to  reject  the  proposed  measures  until  they 
have  been  submitted  to  the  people  for  considera- 
tion." 

Mr.  Kirkbride  said  a  meeting  of  farmers  had 
been  held  the  previous  evening  at  Mangare. 
He  believed  nine  out  of  ten  farmers,  if  not  a 
greater  proportion,  were  entirely  against  the 
proposals  of  the  Oovemment,  and  particularly 
so  against  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  because 
they  looked  upon  it  as  a  sop — a  mere  class 
bribe.  They  also  objected  to  the  proposal  be- 
cause it  would  be  sure  to  lead  to  a  very  great 
deal  of  corruption.  Mr.  Kirkbride  then  went 
on  to  read  a  letter  which,  at  the  meeting  he  had 
referred  to,  it  had  been  resolved  to  send  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson  asking  him  to  oppose  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.     He  also  said, — 

"  The  new  department  to  be  created  would 
mean  additions  to  officialism,  and  the  people 
who  would  benefit  would  be  those  of  the  right 
'  colour,'  or  those  of  a  '  wobbly '  kind.  Farmers 
considered  the  margin  allowed  for  advances 
was  not  sufficient.  He  knew  a  gentleman  who 
a  few  years  ago  bought  a  small  farm  in  the 
Waikato  for  £900.  Only  last  week  he  had  to 
sell  it  for  £300.  Where,  then,  was  the  margin 
for  risk  ?  It  would  be  very  unwise  to  advance 
more  than  half  the  value  of  the  land.  At  the 
present  time  plenty  of  money  could  be  got  on 
undeniable  security  at  5^  per  cent." 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Kirkbride  referred  to  a 
petition  which  it  was  proposed  to  send  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  asking  him  to  oppose  the 
passing  of  this  BUI.  This  petition  was  unajii- 
mously  adopted  at  the  meeting,  and  I  expected 
to  see  it  here  this  afternoon  ;  I  understand, 
however,  it  has  not  arrived.  It  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  feeling  of  the  country  at  the  present 
time.  The  National  Association  represents  a 
very  considerable  section  of  the  community, 
and  is  certainly  doing  good.  I  am  convinced 
that  when  the  people  of  the  country  thoroughly 
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nndeistand  what  is  proposed  in  this  measoie 
they  will  entirely  agree  with  the  resolution  pro- 
posed at  that  meeting.  There  may  be  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  of  course,  as  to  whether  the 
country  will  approve  of  it,  but  this  is  a  matter 
which  remains  to  be  seen.  I  heat  that  on  all 
sides  there  is  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
distrust  produced  by  this  enormous  borrowing 
policy,  and  the  people  of  the  country  are  be- 
ginning to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
already  this  session  committed  the  country  to 
a  borrowing  policy  to  the  extent  of  five  and. 
a  quarter  millions.  This  is  a  very  large  sum, 
and  we  are,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has 
pointed  out,  entering  upon  a  borrowing  policy 
at  a  time  when,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  pro- 
duce in  other  countries,  this  colony  is  in 
the  worst  possible  condition  to  enter  into  such 
a  policy.  I  must  say,  also,  that  the  whole 
thing  is  an  entire  departure  from  the  pledges 
of  the  Government  during  the  election,  when 
they  professed  to  be  carrying  out  the  policy 
of  the  late  llr.  Ballance,  who,  in  his  FnanciaJ 
Statement  of  1892,  said  that  the  policy  of  his 
Government  was  a  policy,  financially,  of  self- 
reliance.  I  particularly  noted  -  that  at  the 
time,  because  it  was  an  adaptation  of  the  old 
phrase.  It  was  used  in  reference  to  our  war 
policy  in  the  old  days,  and  I  was  glad  to  see 
that  he,  at  any  rate,  had  adopted  this  system. 
The  Government  has  professed  all  along  to  go 
on  the  same  lines :  in  fact,  this  has  been 
their  platform  all  through  ;  but  they  have  sud- 
denly jumped  into  a  sea  of  troubles,  as  far  as 
this  country  is  concerned.  The  Government  a 
short  time  ago  proposed  a  policy  of  self-reli- 
ance, but  it  has  now  become  a  sort  of  "  Jubilee 
plunger."  They  seem  to  be  perfectly  reckless  of 
the  amount  of  debt  which  they  accumulate  on 
the  country,  and  they  go  about  in  the  most  light- 
hearted  way  borrowing  money  in  all  directions. 
I  call  it  sly  borrowing ;  and  it  would  be  far 
better,  if  it  is  necessary  that  the  amount  should 
be  raised,  that  we  should  go  to  the  London 
market  and  raise  it  on  the  best  possible  terms 
for  a  specific  purpose,  for  I  say  that  this  is 
certainly  not  one.  The  proposal  is  really  one  to 
convert  the  colony  into  a  vast  pawnshop,  and 
I  think  the  Government  will  go  down  to  pos- 
terity as  the  authors  of  the  great  pawn  policy, 
if  this  Bill  is  carried.  I  shall  certainly  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
believing  it  to  be  essential  to  the  good  of  the 
country  that  this  sort  of  thing  should  be 
stopped ;  but,  if  the  Bill  passes,  I  shall  ask  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  if  he 
will  substitute  for  the  Southern  Cross  in  the 
flag  of  New  Zealand  the  three  balls  of  the 
pawnbroker. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE.— Regard- 
ing this  Bill,  much  will  depend  upon  the  way  in 
which  the  scheme  is  administered,  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  officers  who  are 
to  compose  the  Board  ore  the  best  business- 
men we  could  get  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  this 
kind.  Nor  do  I  altogether  think  it  is  likely 
to  contribute  to  good  feeling  among  the  people 
of  the  country  that  we  should  perpetuate  this 
abominable  system  of  class  legislation,  of 
.  Hon.  Mr.  Pharwtyn 


which  we  have  had  too  much  daring  the  last 
few  years.  As  to  what  has  been  said  to  the 
effect  that  we  should  restrict  in  any  way  the 
amount  that  we  may  properly  lend,  I  undet- 
stand  the  largest  amount  that  may  be  lent 
to  one  person  under  the  provisions  of  thia 
Bill  is  £5,000.  Nor  can  I  see  that  our  sym- 
pathies should  be  allowed  to  go  all  in  the 
one  direction — that  is,  in  the  direction  of  one 
class.  There  is  another  point  in  regard  to  this 
Bill  which  should  be  mentioned.  I  doubt 
whether  the  one-third  margin  is  sufficient,  be- 
cause there  are  no  valuators  who  are  really 
reliable,  and  there  is  nothing  upon  which 
people  differ  so  much  as  upon  the  question  of 
the  value  of  land.  That  is  my  experience,  and 
therefore  I  must  say  that  I  have  great  hesita- 
tion, and  some  little  doubt,  with  regard  to  thia 
point,  and  I  think  it  will  have  to  be  modified. 
This  is  not  a  scheme  for  indefinite  borrowing, 
as  the  limits  are  definitely  specified  in  the  BUI 
—  namely,  two  years,  and  £1,500,000  to  be 
raised  each  year.  That  is  all,  and  it  is  merely 
a  flea-bite  in  the  private  indebtedness  of  the 
colony.  It  means,  so  for  as  the  persons  who 
have  to  pay  are  concerned,  a  very  great  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  interest  they  are  now 
paying.  For  instance,  the  institutions  which 
have  hod  for  many  years  the  supplying  of 
money  have  received  high  rates  for  it,  and 
they  ate  the  people  who  are  opposing  thia 
scheme.  It  appears  to  me  a  reasonable  thing, 
and  I  think,  as  for  as  my  experience  goes,  it  ia 
not  an  unwise  scheme  at  all,  if  properly  car- 
ried out.  I  am  quite  willing  that  it  should  be 
tried.  It  cannot  be  called  borrowing,  because 
we  have  an  asset  at  htkud,  if  the  margin  of 
one-third  is  sufficient.  I  am  not  prepsjced  to 
say  whether  the  Govenunent  is  taking  a  safe 
course  in  bringing  down  the  rate  of  interest 
in  this  colony.  Although  the  settlers  of  the 
colony  have  certainly  bod  to  pay  too  much  for 
the  accommodation  they  have  received  from 
their  agents,  the  question  of  borrowing  should 
not  come  into  this  matter.  I  differ  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg,  who  said  this  is  State  social- 
ism, because  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  called  a 
socialistic  measure  unless  we  make  it  so.  I 
differ  from  him  in  reg8^  to  State  socialism, 
as  I  think  it  is  an  improper  thing.  And  to 
show  how  little  State  socialists  agree  with  thia 
measure,  in  ainother  place  a  gentleman  who  ia 
looked  upon  there  as  a  great  State  socialist  has 
voted  against  the  Bill  consistently,  and  thia 
only  shows  that  this  question  of  State  social- 
ism has  not  been  half  thought  out,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  State  socialists  really  know 
what  they  require,  or  the  proper  way  to  get  it.. 
It  seems  to  me  that  they  have  no  distinct  idea 
about  the  matter,  and  that  at  present  they  do 
not  agree  upon  almost  any  point.  -  As  regards 
the  principle  of  assisting  the  country  settlers, 
who  have  all  along  hod  a  very  heavy  burden  in 
the  shape  of  the  interest  they  have  hitherto 
been  paying,  I  think  there  is  a  very  good  argu- 
ment. In  a  late  number  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ceniury  I  read  an  article  arguing  out  this  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  it  was  a  fair  thing  for  the 
Government  to  carry  out  or  not.    Iliia  prinr 
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(Apia  has  been  followed  for  some  years  in  Eng- 
land. For  instance,  in  England  the  draining 
of  lands  is  now  carried  on  on  this  principle, 
by  the  GoTemmeDt  lending  the  money  at  a 
rate  of  interest  which  in  time  works  oat  both 
principal  and  interest.  If  some  little  improve- 
ment were  made  in  the  Board,  I  think  there  is 
'very  little  to  find  fault  with  in  the  Bill.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  I  giant,  delivered  a  well- 
thoughtHOut  speech  against  it  from  his  point 
of  view,  and  probably  he  was  right  from  his 
point  of  view,  but  he  generally  takes  a  pessi- 
mistic view,  and  he  does  not  admit  anything  to 
be  right  at  all  in  the  dkeotion  in  which  this 
effort  is  going  to  be  made.  It  has  been  urged 
that  the  money  might  also  be  lent  to  business 
people  as  well  as  to  farmers,  but  I  can  assure 
honourable  members  that  there  is  ten  times 
more  likelihood  of  the  money  being  lost  in  busi- 
ness than  if  it  were  lent  to  farmers.  There  is 
no  similarity  between  the  two  classes.  The 
one  is  a  producing  class,  and  the  other  is  not 
a  producing  class.  If  proper  persons  are  in- 
trusted with  the  carrying-out  of  the  scheme 
and  the  advancing  of  the  money,  the  one  is  a 
class  which,  if  money  is  lent  to  it,  is  likely  to 
do  well.  The  other  class  may  do  well,  but 
most  probably  would  not.  I  may  mention  that 
the  Olobo  Assets  have,  as  security,  all  kinds  of 
properties,  such  as  flourmills,  sawmills,  and 
even,  it  is  said,  racecourses.  How  have  these 
fallen  into  cheir  hands?  Simply  because  the 
speculations  have  not  prospered.  I  very  much 
object  to  the  Bill  being  used  to  advance  money 
on  such  speculations  as  those  I  have  indicated. 
If  we  are  going  to  begin,  let  as  begin  by  lend- 
ing on  Itmd,  and,  if  nothing  else  comes  of  it, 
the  produce  of  the  country  will  be  increased  by 
it.  I  am  disposed  to  support  the  Bill  for  that 
reason.  I  think  it  will  bring  down  the  price  of 
money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— It  will  bring 
down  first-class  secnrities,  but  not  second-rate. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.  — I  do 
not  presume  that  a  properly-constituted  Board 
would  for  a  moment  lend  mone;  except  on 
first-class  security.  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill, 
but  I  hope,  under  your  ruling,  Sir,  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  amending  in  Committee  some 
of  the  minor  provisions  to  which  I  object. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.  — I  should  not 
faftve  risen  to  say  a  word  about  this  measure 
but  for  some  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
the  last  speaker.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  that  no  people  outside  farmers  are  pro- 
ducers. I  felt  rather  tickled  at  that.  It  strikes 
me  that,  in  the  case  of  the  gum-digger,  a  losn 
would  be  very  useful  to  him,  and  I  venture  to 
say  he  has  produced  as  much,  man  for  man,  as 
any  of  the  farmers  have  done  lately. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  has  got  no  security. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SW-\NSON.— He  has  got  his 
lease  of  the  gumfields.  Then,  does  the  gold- 
digger  or  the  coalrainer  produce  nothing  ?  Why 
cannot  thoy  be  assisted  also  ?  I  contend  that, 
in  spite  of  the  failure  of  some  sawmills  and 
timber  companies,  not  many  farmers  have 
brought  as  much  money  into  New  Zealand  as 
these  in  tbie  industry  have  done — supposing 


we  confine  it  to  the  northern  end  of  the  colony. 
The  kauri  and  the  timber  industry  generally 
has  brought  millions  into  the  country.  If  these 
people  are  not  to  be  encouraged  I  should  like 
to  Imow  why  they  should  not  be.  There  are  a 
great  many  industries  which  I  could  also  name 
in  this  connection.  If  this  scheme  turns  out 
to  be  a  disaster,  those  are  the  people  who  will 
have  to  pay  for  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  will  go  away. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAKSON.— Who  is  going  to 
pay  then  ?  They  will  have  to  do  so.  If  the 
scheme  fails  they  must  pay,  because  there  will 
be  nobody  else  left. 

Debate  adjourned. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  asking  for  a  conference  on  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  in  this  Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar  were  appointed  Managers  on  behalf  of 
the  Council. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVB8. 
Thursday,  4th  October,  lS9i. 

First  Beading— Extra  Clerks— Bellamy's— Shops  and 
Shop-assistants  Bill— Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
—war  Stores— Criminal  Code  Bill— Public  Works 
Bill.  _     _ 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill. 

EXTRA  CLERKS. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  brought  up  the  following 
report  from   the   Goldfields    Committee,    and 
moved,  That  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table : — 
"The  Correspondence  in  connection  with  the 
Clerkship  of  the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Com- 
mittee. 

"I  am  directed  by  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  House 
the  attached  correspondence  t»  re  the  above 
matter." 

Alotion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved,  That  the  correspond- 
ence be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  the  corre- 
spondence ought  to  be  read,  at  present  at  least, 
as  it  reflected  on  the  conduct  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  for  doing  his  duty  in  reducing  the 
number  of  extra  clerks  when  there  was  not 
sufficient  work  for  their  employment.  He 
understood  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  that 
it  was  the  usual  custom  towards  the  end  of 
each  session  to  reduce  the  number  of  extra. 
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clerks ;  and  that  course  bad  been  followed  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved,  That  the  report  and 
correspondence  be  printed.  He  thought  it  was 
as  well  that  the  House  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  Goldfields  Committee,  which  was  a 
standing  Committee  set  up  every  session  by 
the  House,  had  had  appointed  to  it  a  clerk  who 
bad  conducted  the  business  of  that  Committee 
for  several  years.  About  a  fortnight  ago  the 
members  of  the  Committee  were  very  much 
surprised  to  find  that  that  gentleman's  services 
had  been  dispensed  with,  and  that  a  new  clerk 
had  been  sent  there  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  Committee.  The  Committee,  wanting  the 
services  of  a  clerk  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  petitions  that  had  been  partly  dealt  with, 
and  with  documents  in  connection  with  those 
petitions,  had  a  clerk  sent  to  them  who  knew 
nothing  about  these  matters.  A  resolution  was 
then  passed, — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the 
services  of  the 'clerk  of  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Clinton,  should  be  retained  until  the  end  of 
the  session  ;  that  Mr.  Clinton  has  always  given 
entire  satisfaction  to  the  Committee,  and  has 
conducted  his  duties  with  despatch  and  ac- 
curacy ;  and  I  am  directed  to  ask  the  Gorem- 
ment  to  accede  to  the  Committee's  request, 
and  to  allow  Mr.  Clinton  to  remain  until  the 
business  of  the  Committee  is  concluded." 

That  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Premier. 
To  it  a  reply  was  sent  by  Mr.  Friend,  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  to  the  effect 
that  the  letter  had  been  sent  to  him,  and  the 
answer  went  on  to  state,  "  I  regret  to  say 
that  I  am  unable  to  retain  Mr.  Clinton  in 
the  service  of  the  department  untU  the  end  of 
the  session.  The  staff  of  extra  clerks  is  being 
reduced  as  opportunity  offers."  That  answer 
was  not  considered  satisfactory  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;    and    the    following    resolution    was 


"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  the 
answer  forwarded  by  Mr.  Friend  (o  the  Com- 
mittee's resolution  requesting  that  Mr.  Clinton's 
services  be  retained  as  clerk  of  the  Committee 
to  the  end  of  the  session  is  most  unsatisfactory, 
as  it  simply  expresses  Mr.  Friend's  regret  that 
he  is  unable  to  retain  Mr.  Clinton's  services  to 
the  end  of  the  session.  The  Committee  there- 
fore desire  to  place  on  record  its  opinion  that, 
if  the  services  of  any  of  the  clerks  must  be  dis- 
pensed with  during  the  session,  the  services  of 
those  clerks  who  have  been  employed  for  the 
first  time  this  session  should  be  dispensed  with 
before  a  clerk  who  has  well  and  efficiently  dis- 
charged his  duties  for  many  years.  That  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Premier." 

That  answer  was  sent  to  the  Premier  on 
the  27th  September,  seven  days  ago,  but  up  to 
the  present  had  been  totally  ignored  by  that 
honourable  gentleman,  and  no  answer  had  been 
received  by  the  Goldfields  Committee.  The 
Committee  met  this  morning,  and  it  was  re- 
solved that  these  facts  should  be  reported  to 
the  House.  He  contended  that  the  system 
Hr.  Speaker 


which  was  disclosed  by  the  facts  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  with  regard  to  the  services 
of  these  olerks  was  most  unsatisfactory,  inas- 
much as  new  clerks  were  appointed  nearly  every 
session  ;  and  he  maintained  that  where  it  be- 
came necessary  to  dispense  with  the  services 
of  any  of  the  olerks  towards  the  end  of  the 
session  the  suspension  or  discharge  of  these 
clerks  should  be  of  the  clerks  who  had  been 
more  recently  appointed,  and  that  with  regard 
to  an  old  and  efficient  officer,  who  had  per- 
formed his  duties  satisfactorily,  who  had  got 
the  run  of  the  whole  of  the  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  the  working  of  the  Committee  at  his 
fingers'  ends,  it  was  unfair  to  discharge  that 
clerk,  and  send  to  the  Committee  a  new  clerk 
who  knew  nothing  about  its  business.  He  had 
therefore  great  pleasure  in  moving  that  this- 
correspondence  be  printed.  He  regretted  tho- 
Premier  was  not  in  his  place,  so  that  he  might 
offer  some  explanation  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  these  discharges  had  taken  place,  be- 
cause he  held  the  Government  were  responsible 
for  the  proper  carrying-out  of  engagements, 
and  the  discharge  of  these  duties.  If  the 
Government  delegated  those  functions  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  and  he  did  not  carry  them 
out  in  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be 
carried  out,  then  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  in  saying  that  the  responsi- 
bility fell  upon  the  Government  which  so  dele- 
gated its  authority  to  an  of&cer. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  desired  to  second  the  motion : 
but  he  could  not  understand  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  to  complain  of,  as  he  was 
one  of  those  who  last  session  voted  for  the 
control  of  the  officers  of  the  House  being 
taken  out  of  the  Speaker's  hands  and  left  to 
the  Minister,  He  understood  that  it  was  now- 
looked  upon  that  the  officers  of  the  House 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  were  simply  ob- 

i'ects  of  patronage,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the 
lonourable  member  should  complain  of  a  sys- 
tem he  helped  to  inaugurate.  He  must  put  up 
with  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  did  not  understand  why  the 
Committee  should  have  made  any  application 
of  the  kind  to  the  Premier.  If  the  Committer 
had  any  complaint  to  make  on  the  subject  of 
clerical  assistance,  or  on  the  conduct  of  officers- 
of  the  House,  the  Speaker  should  have  been  ad- 
dressed on  the  subject.  Application  was,  how- 
ever, made  to  the  Premier,  who  had  referred  the 
correspondence  to  him,  saying,  as  this  was  a- 
matter  of  detail,  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  inter- 
fere, and  that  he  had  every  confidence  in  Mr. 
Friend. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said,  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  this  matter  had  been  left  to  Mr. 
Friend  to  arrange.  He  had  nothing  to  say  on. 
that  subject,  hut  he  wished  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  that 
the  ground  teJcen  up  by  him  was  indefensible. 
He  had  stated  that  the  House  had  handed  over 
the  control  of  its  officers  to  the  Premier,  and 
therefore  they  would  have  to  put  up  with  it. 
But,  although  the  Premier  had  got  this  con- 
trol, if  he  used  it  improperly  the  House  would 
not  put  up  with  it.    That  was  the  rocommenda- 
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tion  of  MinistoriaJ  control :  the  House  itself  was 
supreme;  and  they  could  certainly  bring  the 
Premier  to  book  for  any  irregularity,  and  would 
do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  understood  that  complaint 
had  been  made  owinf;  to  a  recommendation 
of  the  Goldfields  Committee  not  having  been 
complied  with.  That  Committee  had  sent  a 
recommendation  to  him  to  the  effect  that  a 
certain  clerk  should  be  retained,  and  he  had 
treated  that  recommendation  in  the  same  way 
«8  the  House  would  have  treated  it :  it  was 
by  him  sent  on  to  the  Speaker  and  Clerk,  as 
in  matters  of  detail  they  were  conversant  with 
every  particular,  and  were  the  proper  ones  to 
advise  the  Government  in  such  matters.  Had 
he  done  otherwise  he  would  have  been  accused, 
as  he  had  been  accused  before,  of  dealing  with 
everything  according  to  his  own  sweet  will ; 
and  because  he  had  refused  to  do  what  was 
wanted,  and  take  an  improper  course,  then 
fault  was  found.  He  thought  that  in  matters 
of  this  kind  they  should  be  advised,  unless 
there  were  very  strong  reasons  to  the  contrary, 
by  the  officers  of  the  House.  He  had,  how- 
ever, laid  down  a  rule  that,  if  there  was  no 
work,  then  no  clerk  was  required,  as  they  had 
a  right  to  study  economy. 

Major  STEWARD  thought  that  the  motion 
for  the  printing  of  the  papers  would  serve  the 
purpose  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  view, 
but,  as  Chairman  of  the  Printing  Committee, 
he  might  point  out  that  the  Appendices  had 
grown  enormously,  and  many  of  the  papers 
printed  simply  went  to  the  butter-shops.  There 
was  no  objection  to  the  motion  being  made 
simply  as  a  means  of  ventilating  the  question, 
but  in  the  interests  of  economy  he  hoped  it 
would  be  negatived.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  see  the  necessity  for  that. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  this  was  a  very  simple 
matter.  The  Committee  had  thought  that 
when  on  old  clerk  had  been  for  some  time  en- 
gaged on  this  work,  and  was  a  man  with  a 
family,  he  should  have  the  preference  over 
a  young  man  who  had  no  family.  That  was 
the  real  grievance  in  connection  with  the  dig- 
missal  of  this  clerk,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
this  there  would  not  have  been  a  word  said 
farther  than  that  the  Committee  would  not 
perhaps  be  as  well  served  by  a  new  man  as 
it  would  be  by  the  old  one.  In  retrenchment 
questions  of  that  nature,  he  thought  they 
should  consider  whether  a  man  was  in  need, 
or  whether  a  single  man  with  no  family  should 
be  given  the  position.  He  would  advise  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  to  forego  the  attacks  he  continually  made 
on  the  Liberal  party.  Whenever  the  honour- 
able gentleman  got  an  opportunity  he  had  a 
dig  and  a  slap  at  the  Liberal  party  and  the 
Government,  and  he  objected  to  the  honourable 
member  doing  so.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  the  proper  thing.  They  were 
lespotisible  in  the  first  instance  to  the  House, 
and  therefore  could  bo  held  responsible  for 
their  action.  That  was  the  very  reason  why 
such  matters  should  be  brought  up.  But  he 
would  advise  the  honourable  gentleman  not  to 


I  be  too  elaborate  in  his  snubs,  as  he  had  been 

I  during  the  session.    The  honourable  gentleman 

'  would  find  that  if  he  continued  to  attack  the 

Liberal  party  in  that  way  he  would  not  add  to 

his  own  dignity  or  to  the  dignity  of  the  House, 

and  that  two  could  play  at  that  game. 

Mr.  OBEEN  sincerely  hoped  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
would  take  the  advice  offered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  well  in  coses  of  the  kind  that  the  advice 
should  be  tendered  by  people  who  carried  out 
the  principle.  It  was  within  his  recollection 
that  the  position  the  Premier  took  up  now  w^ 
entirely  different  from  the  position  he  took  up 
a  few  weeks  previously.  The  Premier  then 
said  that  he  would  exercise  the  powers  con- 
ferred on  him  as  Premier  irrespective  of  the 
opinion  of  any  officer.  Then  they  had  been 
reminded  that  the  House  had  handed  over  to 
the  Government  the  power  of  making  such 
appointments,  and  the  Premier  had  made  an 
appointment  disregarding  the  recommendation 
of  the  same  officer  whom  he  now  said  it  was 
desirable  he  should  be  guided  by  in  his  action. 
It  had  now  been  stated  officially  by  the  Premier 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  that  he  would  always 
retain  the  services  of  the  senior  officer  when 
one  of  two  had  to  be  dispensed  with.  If  the 
Premier  would  always  adhere  to  that,  the 
House,  he  felt  confident,  would  invariably  ap- 
prove. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  he  never  denied  the 
responsibility.  He  had  accepted  it,  for  the 
House  had  placed  the  responsibility  upon  the 
Government. 

Hi.  GKEEN  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  done  so  before,  but  he  had  now  said  that 
he  should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  not  to 
interfere  with  the  recommendation,  because  it 
was  a  matter  of  detail.  It  appeared  to  him, 
so  far  as  the  present  discussion  was  concerned, 
the  exception  that  had  been  taken  to  the  Pre- 
mier's action  now  was  not  that  the  Committee 
wished  to  retain  an  extra  officer  when  there  was 
no  work  to  do,  but  they  considered  the  officer 
to  be  retained  should  be  the  one  who  had 
been  longest  in  the  service — that  his  services 
should  be  retained  rather  than  the  services  of 
the  one  who  had  been  lost  appointed.  That 
was  a  point  that  honourable  members  had 
not  referred  to,  and  it  left  the  House  exactly 
in  the  same  position  as  before.  The  Com- 
mittee were  entirely  satisfied  vrith  the  officer 
who  had  been  dispensed  with.  He  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  printing  these  papers,  as 
the  object  for  which  the  motion  had  been 
brought  forward  had  been  attained — namely, 
that  of  ventilating  the  reason  why  the  ser- 
vices of  the  last-appointed  officer  had  been 
retained  in  preference  to  the  services  of  the 
officer  who  had  been  previously  appointed,  and 
who  haA  discharged  his  duties  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  might  enable  the 
House  to  comprehend  this  matter  if  he  stated 
that  none  of  the  Committee  clerks  had  been 
Appointed  either  by  the  Premier  or  at  his  sug* 
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gestion.  They  were  most  of  them  engSLged  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  before  the  Speaker 
was  appointed,  and  he  had  not  been  consulted 
in  regard  to  them.  In  this  particular  case  he 
understood  that  the  clerk  referred  to  had  been 
taken  on  after  the  session  was  opened  and 
when  occasion  arose  for  his  services  being  re- 
quired, and  they  were  only  dispensed  with 
when  the  work  of  the  Committees  was  nearly 
over. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  if  the  Premier,  in  his 
reply,  would  state  what  was  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Kinsella — whether 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was  to 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  answer  that 
question  when  the  supplementary  estimates 
came  down.  He  had  been  asked  the  question 
whether  a  clerk  who  was  in  the  middle  of  an 
inquiry  into  a  particular  work  should  be  sent 
away  and  another  clerk  appointed  to  his  place. 
He  agreed  that  this  was  undesirable,  as  the 
clerk  appointed  in  the  middle  of  an  inquiry 
would  not  know  what  had  taken  place  before, 
and  would  have  to  start  de  novo,  and  it  was  a 
great  mistake  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  applied  to  more  cases 
than  one ;  but  in  this  particular  case  the  clerk 
referred  to  was  not  in  the  middle  of  any  speclQc 
inquiry,  but  as  the  result  of  his  removal  the 
Committee  had  been  hampered  in  getting  the 
run  of  papers.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  one 
petition  it  took  a  great  deal  of  time  to  find  out 
where  it  was,  as  the  new  clerk  had  not  the  run 
of  things,  and  was  not  aware  what  had  been 
done  with  it  by  the  previous  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS,  in  reply,  said  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  to  the  effect 
that  he  (Mr.  Guinness)  had  supported  the 
motion  for  handing  over  the  control  of  the 
officers  of  the  House  to  the  Government,  he 
did  not  retract  one  step  from  the  action  he 
then  took  and  the  vote  he  then  gave.  Power 
having  been  given  to  the  Premier  to  exercise 
his  authority  in  this  matter,  if  he  delegated 
that  authority  to  any  one  else  they  had  the 
right  to  call  his  action  in  question  if  the 
authority  so  delegated  was  exercised  impro- 
perly. The  Premier  had  stated  that  he  could 
not  interfere  with  these  matters,  but  that 
they  must  be  left  to  the  executive  officers  of 
the  House  to  deal  -with,  and,  when  there  was 
no  work  requiring  the  services  of  any  clerk, 
of  course  that  clerk  must  go.  That,  however, 
was  not  the  question  in  the  case  of  this  clerk 
of  the  Goldfields  Committee.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  as  an  old  goldfields  member,  must 
know  that  towards  the  end  of  a  session  there 
was  always  a  great  deal  more  work  than  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session.  The  Goldfields 
Committee  would  have  more  work  to  do  during 
the  next  ten  days  than  they  bad  early  in  the 
session;  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  clerk  to  that  Committee  should  have  the 
Q  Q  run  of  the  business.  The  main  obieo- 
tion  he  (Mr.  Guinness)  urged  agamst 
tiie  manner  in  which  this  had  been  dealt  with 
Mr.  Speaker 


was  that,  if  a  clerk  had  to  go,  the  proper  coarse 
had  not  been  taken,  inasmuch  as  the  new 
clerk,  who  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
business  of  the  Committee,  but  had  only  been 
appointed  during  the  present  session,  had  been 
retained,  and  the  old  and  efficient  clerk,  who 
had  done  the  work  for  many  years — and  for 
the  present  session  np  to  a  fortnight  ago — hod 
been  discharged.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would 
look  into  the  matter — he  was  responsible  for 
what  l)is  executive  officer  did;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  was  just  and 
right  to  discharge  an  old  and  faithful  servant, 
against  whom  no  fault  could  be  found,  and  to 
keep  on  a  new  servant,  all  he  could  say  was 
that  he  could  not  agree  with  him,  and  he 
believed  that  most  members  of  the  Liberal 
party  would  not  agree  with  him.  He  did  not 
wish  to  press  the  motion,  and  would  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  it. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

BELLAMY'S. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  brought  up  the  follow- 
ing  report  of  the  House  Committee : — 

"I  have  the  honour,  by  direction  of  th» 
House  Gonunittee,  to  report  the  following 
resolution  come  to  by  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee— namely,  that,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Premier,  it  was  resolved  that  the  usual  order 
for  supplies  for  Bellamy's  be  sent." 

In  moving  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table, 
he  would  take  the  opportunity  of  stating  that 
the  resolution  of  the  Joint  Committee  was 
come  to  at  an  emergency  meeting  held  on  the 
28th  of  last  month.  He  was  himself  not  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting,  and  knew  nothing  of  it 
till  after  it  was  over. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  This 
was  not  a  report  brought  down  by  order  of  the 
Joint  Committee.  It  was  the  House  Com- 
mittee reporting  what  the  Joint  Committee 
had  done.  He  questioned  very  much  whether 
a  separate  Committee  could  bring  down  a  re- 
port of  a  Joint  Committee,  though  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee could  certainly  report  to  both  Houses. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  on  the  point  of  order, 
thought,  if  the  Joint  House  Committee  came 
to  a  certain  decision,  which  the  Committee  of 
this  House  wished  to  draw  attention  to,  it  was 
in  order  for  the  Committee  of  this  House  to 
bring  under  consideration  such  proceedings  of 
the  Joint  House  Committee  as  our  Committee 
thought  this  House  should  be  mode  acquainted 
with. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  position  of 
the  matter  was  this  :  The  House  of  B«pre- 
sentatives  in  the  beginning  of  the  session  set 
up  a  House  Committee,  which  met  separately 
and  elected  a  Chairman,  A  House  Committee 
was  also  appointed  by  the  Legislative  CounciU 
which  met  separately  and  elected  a  Cheut- 
man.  The  Committees  of  the .  two  Houses 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  together  and 
discussing  matters  that  were  of  common  inter- 
est, but  each  Committee  remained  a  separate 
entity.  The  resolution  come  to  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  28th  of  last  month  was  con- 
sidered by  the  House  Committee  of  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  and  it  was  resolved  that ' 
it  should  be  reported  to  the  House,  as  relating 
to  a  matter  which  had  before  been  under  the 
attention  and  direction  of  the  House,  when, 
early  in  the  session,  a  resolution  had  been 
passed  to  the  effect  that  the  sale  of  liquors 
at  Bellamy's  be  discontinued,  and  when,  six 
days  after, — in  view  mainly,  he  believed,  of  the 
fact  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the 
session  by  laying  in  stock, — it  was  resolved  that 
the  necessary  permission  be  given  to  continue 
Bellamy's  for  this  session  only.  In  conseqaence 
of  these  resolutions  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  in  the  Joint  Committee  to  rescind 
the  resolution  ordering  supplies  for  next  ses- 
sion, and  on  his  motion  being  rejected  he 
asked  that  the  resolution  be  reported.  That 
was  objected  to  by  the  Premier  and  some  others. 
Ck>nsequently  this  was  not  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  but  of  the  House  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  met 
separately  afterwards  and  resolved  to  report 
the  resolution  come  to  by  the  Joint  Committee. 
He  considered  the  subject  was  one  the  House 
ought  to  be  consulted  on.  If  this  order  were 
sent,  it  meant,  taking  the  experience  of  the  past 
as  a  criterion,  that  they  would  order  supplies 
to  the  value  of  nearly  £300  during  the  recess, 
to  be  stocked  for  next  session.  If  he  under- 
stood the  resolutions  of  the  House  aright  they 
meant  that  Bellamy's  should  not  ba  opened  next 
session.  As  the  law  stood  it  was  quite  clear 
that  until  a  resolution  of  each  House  had  been 
oome  to  authorising  the  opening  of  Bellamy's 
no  business  could  be  carried  on  there.  In  view 
of  what  had  occurred,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
it  was  unbusinesslike  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
ordering  supplies  that  might  have  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  a  sacrifice.  Probably  the  intention 
of  the  Premier  and  others  interesting  them- 
selves in  this  matter  was,  by  ordering  supplies 
and  making  all  the  arrangements  for  carrying 
on  Bellamy's  next  session,  to  so  commit  the 
House  as  to  make  the  resolutions  come  to 
practically  nugatory.  He  would  move.  That 
the  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  moved.  That  the  report  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee.  The  honoiu- 
able  gentleman  was  not  doing  himself  much 
credit  in  assuming  the  character  of  Paul  Pry. 

Hon.  MiMBBBS. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  object  to  it 
— coming  from  you. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said,  when  he  told  the  House 
what  had  been  done  in  respect  to  this  matter 
honourable  gentlemen  would  see  that  he  was 
jastifled  in  exposing  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's tactics  in  respect  to  this  question.  First 
of  all,  he  would  give  the  whole  history  com- 
plete. Some  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago  the 
Joint  House  Committee  mooted  the  question 
of  sending  for  supplies,  and  the  matter  was 
psotponed  till  there  should  be  a  full  meet- 
ing of  the  Qommittee,  notice  of  which  was 
given.  At  that  meeting  the  question  arose  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  usual  orders  should  go 
Home,  leaving  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  when 
Parliament  met  next  session.  If  the  orders 
were  not  sent  Home  as  usual,  and  if  Parlia- 


ment determined  that  Bellamy's  should  go  on 
as  it  had  gone  on  since  its  creation,  then  they 
would  not  be  in  a  position  to  go  on.  The  whole 
question  was  considered,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously determined  that  the  order  should  be 
sent.  It  would  not  amount,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated,  to  £800,  but  would  be 
about  £200,  and  it  did  not  at  all  trammel  the 
action  of  the  House  or  Parliament  in  respect 
to  the  matter,  because  it  was  good  value,  and, 
if  the  House  decided  that  Bellamy's  was  to  be 
closed,  then  they  would  realise  the  amount  it 
had  cost.  There  would  be  no  loss  whatever ; 
it  was  purely  a  matter  of  business — a  matter 
of  detail.  At  all  events,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  almost  unanimous  decision  of  the  Joint 
House  Committee  ought  to  be  respected. 
Never  before  had  the  decision  of  the  Joint 
House  Committee  been  brought  liefore  the 
House  in  the  same  way  as  that  now  for  the 
first  time  inaugurated.  He  challenged  the 
honourable  member,  who  had  been  for  some 
years  a  member  of  the  Committee,  to  say 
when  the  decision  of  the  Committee  with 
respect  to  sending  orders  had  been  brought 
before  the  House.  Such  a  thing  hod  never 
occurred  in  the  past,  and  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  in  this  case  there  should  have  been 
a  departure  from  the  usual  practice.  The 
honourable  member  had  appeared  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Joint  House  Committee  and  had 
protested  against  the  minutes  being  confirmed. 
That  was  also  an  unusual  thing,  for  the  mi- 
nutes were  merely  a  correct  record  of  what 
had  transpired.  Then  the  honourable  member 
gave  notice  to  rescind  the  resolution  previously 
agreed  to.  He  appeared  to  move  hie  reso- 
lution, and  moved  it  without  remark;  the 
matter  practically  went  by  default,  only  the 
honouraole  gentleman  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  voting  for  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  bad  moved 
the  resolution  that  Bellamy's  should  be  closed, 
and  he  was  therefore  acting  consistently  with 
his  motion  to  stop  the  sale  of  liquors  at 
Bellamy's.  Then,  he  would  describe  the  next 
scene.  His  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Patea  had  stopped  him  as  they  were  going 
dovm  the  passage,  and  said,  "  Come  in  here  " ; 
like  the  spider  to  the  flies,  he  said,  "  Come  into 
my  parlour."  Well,  they  went  in :  there 
were  four  of  them — himself,  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea,  the  honourable  member 
for  Franklin,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Thames.  Immediately  they  got  into  the 
parlour  his  spider -like  friend  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  closed  the  door,  and  said, 
"  We  will  make  this  a  meeting  of  the  House 
Committee."  There  had  been  no  notice  of 
this  sent  to  members,  but  they  were  coming 
from  the  meeting  of  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee, and  at  a  moment,  without  any  notice, 
they  were  to  form  themselves  into  a  meeting 
of  the  House  Committee.  There  were  only 
four  of  them ;  his  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Patea  was  Chairman,  and  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  voting  with 
him  ho  had  the  oshsting  -  vote.  He  (Mr.  Sed- 
don)  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
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would  have  to  play  the  part  of  the  wasp  on 
this  occasion.  Wasps,  in  their  encounter  with 
the  spider,  generally  tore  the  web  and  the 
spider  got  the  worst  of  it,  and  the  wasps  flew 
away.  He  said  to  the  honourable  member, 
"  This  will  not  5o  :  you  have  the  casting-vote, 
and  if  myself  and  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Thames  walk  out  you  have  got  no 
quorum,— and  you  had  better  not  try  it  on." 
The  honourable  gentleman  saw  that  he  (Hr. 
Seddon)  was  master  of  the  situation,  and  he 
said,  "Oh,  very  well";  and  they  took  their 
departure  and  were  not  caught.  What  was  the 
next  move  ?  A  meeting  was  called  for  that 
day.  He  had  no  notice  of  it,  and  he  knew  other 
members  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  it,  and 
it  was  not  on  the  cards  that  the  meeting  was 
for  the  specific  parpose  of  reviewing  what  had 
been  done  by  the  House  Committee.  It  would 
have  been  consistent  with  a  fair  course  if  that 
had  been  put  on  the  notice.  But  the  honour- 
able gentleman  took  very  good  caro  that  no 
proper  notice  was  sent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  presumed  the  notices  had 
been  sent  out  by  the  clerk.  He  himself,  being 
a  member  of  the  Committee,  had  received 
notice  to  attend  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked,  would  the  honourable 
gentleman  say  that  he  told  the  clerk  to  let  the 
members  of  the  House  Committee  know  what 
the  business  was  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  usual. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  where  it  was  a  matter  of 
such  importance  as  the  honourable  member 
wished  to  make  out,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  a 
notice  put  on  the  cards  as  to  what  the  business 
was.  He  did  not  do  so,  but  he  brought  a 
motion  down  telling  the  House  that  the  House 
Committee  had  come  to  a  conclasion,  and  he 
was  in  the  position  of  having  placed  before  the 
House  the  very  wrong  course  taken  by  the  Joint 
House  Committee.  What  was  the  position  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  ?  Was  he  one  of 
those  who  supported  the  closing  of  Bellamy's  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot.  When  the  question  of  keeping 
Bellamy's  open  this  session  was  before  the 
Joint  Committee  the  honourable  gentleman 
moved  a  resolution.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  asked 
that  one  word  should  be  put  in— the  word 
"  only."  That  was  accepted  as  a  compromise, 
and  the  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  not  a  com- 
promise at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  a  compromise, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's motion  to  keep  Bellamy's  open  was 
carried.  Now,  however,  he  had  changed  front, 
for  this  reason :  Because  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
moved  this  motion,  he  thought  he  was  going 
to  play  upon  the  feelings  of  the  temperance 
party  in  the  House,  and  hold  up  the  Premier 
as  a  shocking  example.  He  desired  to  make  a 
little  capital  as  against  the  Premier  in  respect 
to  the  matter.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  make  no  capital  out  of  it  at  all.  He 
{Mr.  Seddon)  would  be  commended,  on  the  other 
band,  for  taking  a  straightforward,  business- 
Mr.  Seddon 


like  course.  And  honourable  members  were  as 
free  as  ever  next  session,  as  they  were  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session. 

An  Hon .  Membee. — They  were  not  free ;  they 
had  the  liquor  in  hand,  and  had  to  drink  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  liquor  sold  in  Bel- 
lamy's evidently  proved  good  liquor,  as  mem- 
bers generally  looked  none  the  worse  for  it. 
What  was  the  position  ?  They  had  a  Bill  be- 
fore the  House  called  the  Licensing  Bill,  and 
if  the  honourable  member  had  been  attending 
to  his  duties  he  would  have  heard  him  say  that 
when  that  Bill  was  before  the  House  they  could 
determine  by  that  Bill  what  was  to  be  done  as 
regarded  Bellamy's.  Then,  he  was  told  that  he 
would  not  get  the  Bill  through ;  but  he  had 
been  told  that  with  regard  to  other  Bills. 
Only  the  previous  day  he  had  been  told  he 
would  not  get  the  Public  Works  Bill  through, 
and  yet,  with  the  help  of  his  friends  and  the 
consideration  of  his  opponents,  he  had  done  so. 
He  had  pointed  out  that  the  clause  dealing 
with  Bellamy's  was  almost  at  the  commence- 
ment of  that  Bill,  and  whatever  decision  wag 
arrived  at  by  the  House  might  be  taken  as  an 
indication  of  the  wishes  of  the  members.  Then, 
they  must  not  forget  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  which  had  a  right  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  they  had  been  almost 
unanimous  in  the  Committee  about  sending  the 
order  Home.  And,  after  all,  what  was  there  in 
I  it  ?  As  he  bad  said,  if  the  order  went  Home  and 
I  the  liquors  came  out  here,  they  could  realise 
!  its  cost,  and  there  was  no  loss ;  and  if,  on  the 
'  other  hand,  the  House  agreed  that  Bellamy's 
was  to  be  kept  open,  then  everything  was  pro- 
vided. If  they  were  not  in  that  position  they 
would  be  told  they  did  not  understand  their 
basiness ;  and  if  the  result  was  that  they  had 
inferior  liquor,  and  it  had  a  baneful  effect 
on  the  health  of  honourable  gentlemen,  who 
would  be  blamed?  Those  members  who  re- 
fused to  send  the  order  Home.  When  they 
realised  what  had  taken  place  they  would 
commend  the  Joint  House  Committee  sjid  the 
Premier  for  having  done  what  any  business- 
man who  looked  to  details  would  do  under  the 
circumstances.  As  regarded  the  House  Com- 
mittee, was  it  fair  that  they  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  of  receiving  no  notice?  He 
would  move.  That  the  report  be  referred  back  to 
the  Committee ;  so  that  they  might  discuss  the 
matter  and  advise  the  House  accordingly.  He 
looked  upon  the  meeting  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee with  only  three  out  of  ten  members 
present,  as  a  hole-and-corner  proceeding,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  capital  against  himself, 
and  he  thought,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  could  get  nothing  better  out  of  which  to 
make  capital  against  him  he  should  leave  it 
alone. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  regretted  that  ParUament 
should  have  this  question  discussed  at  all.  He 
had  hoped  the  House  would  see  that  it  was 
better  for  its  dignity  not  to  have  Bellamy's. 
The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  such  a  discussion  was 
not  to  have  a  licensed  house  on  the  premises. 
He  could  not  understand  what  the  Premier 
meant  by  finding  fault  with  the  report.    What 
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had  the  Oommitbee  done  ?  They  bad  only  re- 
ported to  the  House  what  the  Joint  Committee 
did ;  and  the  Joint  Committee,  if  they  had  done 
their  duty,  ought  to  have  sent  a  report,  as  soon 
as  the  resolution  was  carried,  to  both  Houses. 
What  had  the  Committee  done?  Well,  the 
House  Committee  bad  only  told  the  House 
what  was  going  on,  which  the  House  had  a 
right  to  know,  and  therefore  he  could  not  see 
that  there  was  anything  to  blame  in  the 
matter.  The  only  other  objection  was  that 
there  was  no  notice  given,  on  the  back  of  the 
-card  inviting  members  to  the  Committee,  as 
to  what  was  coming  on.  Now,  he  had  two 
cards  before  him  for  Committees  on  the  fol- 
lowing day :  on  the  one  there  was  a  mark  on 
the  back,  but  on  the  other  there  was  none. 
iuay  one  who  attended  Committees  knew  that 
it  was  only  occasionally  that  what  was  to  hap- 
pen in  the  Committee  was  marked  on  the  back 
of  the  notice-card.  He  thought  the  Premiei 
had  all  along  been  playing  with  the  House  on 
this  question.  He  would  explain  the  position. 
When  the  resolution  was  carried  that  Bel- 
lamy's should  be  closed,  what  happened  ?  The 
Premier  was  not  pleased  at  that  being  carried, 
and  set  about  to  get  it  defeated.  What  did  he 
do  7  He  brought  down,  with  a  great  flourish 
-of  trumpets,  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  question. 
Where  was  that  Bill?  It  had  never  been 
heard  of  ;  it  was  never  intended  (o  bo  brought 
ap.  And  what  was  done  ?  The  Premier  went 
to  the  Joint  Committee  and  got  that  Commit- 
tee to  agree  to  a  resolution — practically  to  do 
Tvhat  7  To  rescind  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
That  was  brought  up,  and  he  used  his  ma- 
jority to  carry,  practically,  the  rescinding  of  a 
resolution  carried  previously  by  the  House,  and, 
having  got  that  carried,  they  heard  nothing 
more  of  the  Bellamy's  Bill.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  it  could  be  dealt  with  in  the 
Licensing  Bill.  How  could  it  be  7  The  Bill 
as  proposed  by  him  left  everything  practically 
as  it  was  now,  so  that  the  license  might  he 
issued,  and  he  apprehended  that  might  be  the 
■verdict  of  the  Legislature.  How  could  this, 
therefore,  be  an  instruction  to  the  House  Com- 
mittee 7  It  would  be  nothing  of  the  sort.  He 
submitted  the  proper  course  would  be  to  affirm 
that  the  House  would  not  consent  to  Bellamy's 
being  continued,  and  if  anything  happened  the 
Premier  would  be  to  blame,  because  he  had 
not  acted  straightforwardly  with  the  House, 
but  had  tried  to  get  behind  the  House,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  on  every  occasion.  He 
<»nld  not  see  that  the  House  Committee  did 
wrong  in  allowing  the  House  to  know  what 
was  going  on. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  the  discussion  seemed 
to  have  widened  out  into  the  continuance  of 
Bellamy's.  The  real  question  was  the  report  of 
the  House  Committee,  and  he  would  say  that 
he  could  not  admire  the  method  by  which  that 
jreport  had  reached  the  House.  He  said  dis- 
tinctly that  the  resolution  as  read  in  the  House 
was  not  placed  before  the  House  Committee. 
When  the  Joint  House  Committee  drew  up  a 
jreport  be  thought  it  was  the  usual  thing  to 
4iiiect  that   the   Conunittee   of   each  House 


should  report  their  finding  to  the  House  whose 
Committee  they  were.  In  this  particular  case 
no  such  finding  was  come  to.  The  House 
Committee  met  aiter  the  usual  invitation,  and 
it  was  some  time  before  a  quorum  assembled, 
and  then  as  soon  as  it  was  there  the  statement 
of  the  Chairman  was,  "  Should  we  make  a 
report  as  previously  7 "  There  could  be  no 
objection  to  doing  so  in  the  ordinary  course, 
and,  of  course,  that  was  assented  to.  But  he 
said  the  report  as  read  was  certainly  not  a 
report  that  the  House  Committee  had  any 
knowledge  of. 

o  on  Mr.  WILSON  said  that,  as  he  was 
'  a  member  of  the  House  Committee, 
he  would  like  to  give  his  version  of  what  took 
place  at  the  meeting  referred  to.  At  half-past 
twelve  the  meeting  of  the  Railways  Commit- 
tee closed,  and  at  twenty  minutes  to  one 
the  clerk  of  the  House  Committee  came  to 
him  and  asked  hun  to  attend  its  meeting,  so 
as  to  make  a  quorum.  He  went  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  his  arrival  there 
constituted  the  quorum  that  was  required. 
The  Minister  was  present,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  informed  those  present  that  the 
Joint  House  Committee  had  passed  a  resolution 
ordering  supplies  for  Bellamy's  for  next  year, 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  the  House  Com- 
mittee should  report  to  the  House.  It  seemed 
to  him  (Mr.  Wilson)  that  the  House  should  be 
made  aware  at  once  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
the  Joint  House  Committee,  and  for  that  reason 
he  moved,  "  That  this  Committee  report  to  the 
House  the  motion  which  has  been  passed  by  the 
Joint  House  Committee."  He  did  not  draw  out 
the  motion,  because  he  had  not  the  motion  with 
him,  and  he  left  it  to  the  Ciiairman  to  do  so. 
Probably  he  would  have  drawn  it  up  himself 
had  he  had  the  opportunity.  The  motion  he 
made  was  that  a  report  be  handed  to  the  House 
embodying  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Joint 
Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  what  the 
honourable  member  had  just  stated  was  exactly 
correct,  and  what  the  report  said  was  exactly 
what  occurred.  The  statement  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames  was  not  correct. 
No  such  reference  was  made  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. The  business  was  distinctly  confined  to 
reporting  the  resolution  arrived  at  by  the  Jomt 
House  Committee — neither  more  nor  less.  He 
would  like  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  Premier's 
statement  of  what  bad  occurred  after  the 
Joint  Committee  meeting.  The  Premier  was 
not  celebrated  for  accuracy.  The  Premier's 
fanciful  sketch  could  only  go  to  confirm  the  dis- 
trust every  one  must  feel  at  the  account  whioh 
he  had  been  rash  enough  to  give  of  what  had 
occurred.  It  was  largely  made  up  of  imagina- 
tion. Throughout  this  matter  he  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
had  taken  what  he  thought  was  a  consistent 
stand.  He  voted  for  the  general  resolution  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  that  the  sale  of  liquors 
at  Bellamy's  should  be  discontinued ;  but,  see- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  supplies  for  the  ses- 
sion were  in  stock,  he  proposed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Joint  House  Committee  that  permission  be 
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given  for  this  session  to  cany  on  Bellamy's. 
The  "  compromise  "  which  the  Premier  indi- 
cated as  having  been  come  to  did  not  saggest 
itself  to  his  mind  as  a  compromise  at  all;  it 
was  merely  a  farther  affirmation  of  the  position 
indicated  by  the  resolution  he  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
had  moved  as  to  the  permit  being  for  this 
session,  emphasizing  the  point  that  no  permit 
should  be  given  for  another  session,  which 
should  open  under  different  conditions  from 
those  of  this  session.  As  to  what  occurred  on 
the  28th  September  at  the  meeting  of  the  Joint 
House  Committee,  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  could 
only  speak  from  the  minutes,  as  he  was  not 
present ;  but  the  next  ordinary  meeting  he  did 
attend  and  moved  the  rescission  of  the  reso- 
lution previously  come  to  on  the  motion  of  the 
Premier  for  the  ordering  of  the  supplies  for 
Bellamy's  for  next  session.  There  were  four 
members  of  the  House  Committee  present  on 
that  occasion. 

Mr.  SEDUON.— You  were  there  at  the  time 
of  tne  confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding meeting. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said.  Yes,  and  he  took 
exception  to  what  the  Joint  House  Commit- 
tee had  done  at  their  previous  meeting.  He 
took  exception  to  the  Joint  House  Committee 
having,  as  they  had  done,  taken  to  deal  with  cer- 
tain internal  arrangements  of  this  House,  as 
he  considered  it  was  not  in  the  province  of  the 
Joint  House  Committee  to  interfere  in  such 
matters,  which  were  properly  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  House  of  Representatives  Commit- 
tee. That,  however,  was  by  the  way.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Bellamy  resolution, 
which,  being  a  matter  affecting  both  Houses, 
he  admitted  was  properly  a  subject  for  the 
Joint  Committee.  He  also  objected  to  the 
resolution  come  to  in  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee on  the  motion  of  the  Premier  ordering 
supplies  for  Bellamy's.  He  objected  on  the 
ground  that  the  Joint  Committee  should  not 
have  so  acted,  although  the  matter  was  within 
their  province.  He  was  told  that  he  must  give 
notice  of  his  motion.  He  accordingly  gave 
notice  of  motion.  On  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee meeting  a  few  days  afterwards,  to  con- 
sider the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
four  members  of  the  House  were  present — 
.  the  Premier,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames,  the  honourable  member  for  Frank- 
■lin,  and  himself  (Mr.  Hutchison).  He  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  voted  for 
the  rescission  of  the  previous  resolution ;  the 
Premier  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames  voted  the  other  way,  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  who  were 
present  voting  with  the  Premier.  He  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  then  suggested  that  the  resolution 
of  the  Joint  House  Committee  should  be  re- 
ported to  each  House.  That  was  objected  to 
by  the  Premier,  who  was  supported  by  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee.  It  was 
evidently  desired  that  the  resolution  which 
had  been  come  to  should  not  be  made  known 
to  this  House  at  any  rate.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
then  suggested  that,  as  there  was  a  quorum  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  Oonmiittee  pre- 
lir,  O.  Hutehiton 


sent,  they  should  meet  separately  and  decide 
whether  or  not  they  should  make  a  report  of 
the  resolution  come  to  by  the  Joint  House 
Committee;  and,  as  indicated  but  not  quite 
accurately  detailed  by  the  Premier,  he  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  invited  the  members  of  the  House 
to  go  into  another  room,  and  they  accordingly 
went  there.  He  then  asked  whether  it  was 
not  proper  that  the  House  should  be  informed 
of  the  resolution  come  to  and  confirmed  by 
the  Joint  Committee,  which  traversed,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  the  resolutions  previously 
come  to  by  the  House  this  session.  The 
Premier  objected,  and  said,  "If  I  leave,  and 
Mr.  McQ-owan  goes  with  me,  you  will  not 
have  a  quorum."  That  was  perfectly  true ; 
and  they  accordingly  went  out,  and  left  no 
quorum.  He  then  directed  the  clerk  to  sum- 
mon another  meeting  for  the  next  day,  leavinK 
the  issue  of  the  cards,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
to  the  clerk,  and  he  bad  no  doubt  the  cleric 
had  done  all  that  was  proper.  Such  was  the 
position,  and  it  was  only  right  the  House 
should  know  what  was  being  done. 

Mr.  McQOWAN  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  had  said  his  (Mr.  McGowan's)  statement 
was  incorrect.  He  merely  wished  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  error,  aad 
ingeniously  inaccurate. 

Mr.  ALL£(N  agreed  with  the  Premier  that 
the  action  taken  by  the  Joint  House  Committee 
was  businesslike,  and  could  not  possibly  result 
in  any  loss  to  the  House  Committee,  more 
especially  as  he  believed  the  House  would 
next  session  rescind  the  resolution  which  was 
carried  in  the  early  part  of  this  session.  He 
agreed  with  the  amendment  which  the  Premier 
moved  this  afternoon,  and  he  thought  for  one 
or  two  reasons  this  matter  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  House  Committee  for  further  con- 
sideration. In  the  first  place,  it  seemed  that 
the  record  was  not  quite  correct.  Surely,  if 
the  record  of  the  Committee  was  not  correct, 
it  ought  to  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
in  order  that  it  might  be  corrected.  He  agreed 
with  the  Premier  also  for  this  reason :  that  it 
seemed  to  have  been  a  hole-and-corner  meet- 
ing, and  he  was  afraid  his  honourable  friend 
was  like  the  proverbial  fly  which  had  been 
caught  by  the  vriles  of  the  spider.  He  was  not 
quite  so  "  fly  "  as  the  Premier  was  the  other 
day,  and  consequently  had  been  caught.  H« 
thought  there  were  very  good  reasons  why  the 
report  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Commit- 
tee, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  amendment  moved  bv  the  Premier. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said" this  was  a  go-as-you- 
please  debate.  Debates  of  this  kind  were  very 
educating  to  the  young  members.  As  fat  as 
Bellamy's  was  concerned,  they  had  been  told 
that  if  they  consented  to  Bellamy's  being 
allowed  to  remain  open  this  session  the  con- 
tents of  the  cellar  could  be  consumed,  and  no 
loss  would  be  sustained ;  that  if  they  did  not 
sell  the  stores  great  loss  would  be  sustained,, 
which  the  House  could  not  afford.  Now,  how- 
ever, they  were  told  that  if  they  ordered  a 
largo  stock  for  next  session,  and  if  after  alL 
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it  were  not  required,  it  would  all  be  sold, 
Mad  no  loss  would  be  sustained.  How  con- 
venient  it  was  to  meet  oironmstances  as  they 
arose !  He  had  no  objection  to  Bellamy's  re- 
maining open,  and  he  took  no  objection  to  the 
report,  but,  still,  he  thought  there  was  one 
ieature  in  it  that  deserved  oonsideration.  The 
House  had  no  right  to  assume  that  the 
House  Committee  of  this  House  were  the 
only  people  in  the  colony  who  were  able  to 
import  whiskey  fit  to  drink.  That  really  was 
the  inference.  Surely,  if  the  House  Committee 
wanted  liquor  for  the  supply  of  Bellamy's,  it 
could  be  bought  in  the  colony,  and  they  had  no 
light  to  assume  that  they  were  the  only  people 
able  to  import  it.  They  need  not  spend  the 
whole  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  this 
matter.  All  that  was  required  for  Bellamy's 
could  be  got  in  the  country  without  import- 
ing it. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  would  accept  an  addition  to  the 
amendment — if  the  report  were  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  to  add  these  words :  "  but  no 
order  for  alcoholic  liquors  be  in  the  meantime 
given."  'If  it  were  not  accepted,  he  presumed 
he  could  move  it  as  a  further  amendment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  move  those  words  as  an  addition  to 
the  amendment  that  certain  words  be  added  to 
the  word  "That"  of  the  original  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  it  looked  like  the 
device  of  an  old  spider.  He  had  escaped  being 
caught  by  a  young  one,  and  must  give  the 
seeming  proposed  entanglement  a  wide  berth. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  had  listened  to  the 
long  speech  of  the  Premier,  but  it  all  amounted 
to  this :  that  he  was  the  instigator  and  mover 
of  the  motion  passed  by  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee to  send  Home  for  a  further  supply  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  Ho  thought  there  could  be 
no  question  about  that,  and  he  was  very  sorry 
to  Know  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done 
so.  He  said  in  the  most  friendly  spirit  that, 
looking  at  the  resolution  of  the  House  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  and  the  tendency  of 
public  opinion,  it  was  altogether  unfortunate 
that  the  Premier  should  have  taken  up  such  a 
position.  He  told  them  that  if  they  shut  up 
Bellamy's  they  could  dispose  of  these  supplies 
and  get  the  money  back  again,  and  that,  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  was  quite  a  basi- 
nesslike  way  of  looking  at  it.  It  was  quite 
the  reverse.  Would  any  merchant  send  Home 
an  order  for  goods  that  he  would  not  be 
sure  to  dispose  of  in  the  ordinary  way,  but 
might  be  forced  to  sell  by  auction  or  in  some 
other  exceptional  manner  ?  The  trae  business 
method  was  to  wait  until  they  saw  whether 
they  conld  accomplish  the  shutting-up  of 
Bellamy's  or  not.  If  it  was  to  be  kept  open 
they  could  at  least  get  drink  that  would  not  be 
so  very  much  worse  than  the  drink  that  would 
be  imported  by  the  House  Committee  ;  and  it 
-would  not  be  quite  a  bad  thing  to  encourage 
their  own  trade  and  commerce  to  the  extent 
of  buying  these  supplies  in  the  oolony.  The 
whole  question  was,  whether  they  should  have 
S«llamy'B  oontinaed  or  not,  and  he  would  test 


the  feeling  of  the  House  upon  the  addition  he 
had  proposed  to  the  Premier's  amendment. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  during  the  whole 
of  this  discussion,  and  during  the  discussion 
on  previous  occasions  in  the  present  session, 
there  appeared  to  |be,  on  the  part  of  a  large 
number  of  members,  a  supreme  disregard  of  the 
rights  which  undoubtedly  belonged  to  another 
Chamber.  He  considered  the  present  gathering 
of  members  to  be  more  advanced  on  the  parti- 
cular line  of  temperance  than  the  one  that  sat 
there  during  the  previous  three  years ;  but  he 
could  not  help  pointing  out  that  the  continued 
discussion  on  this  subject — this  was  the  third 
time  this  session — was  not  calculated  to  en- 
hance that  feeling  of  respect  that  ought  pro- 
perly to  be  entertained  in  the  country  for 
members  of  both  Houses.  Belleimy's  was  as- 
suredly a  dying  institution,  and  it  was  not  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  that  House  to  waste 
time  in  repeated  discussions  over  it.  But,  aside 
from  that,  he  regretted  the  disposition  to  ignore 
others  who  had  a  right  to  be  consulted,  which 
was  being  manifested  by  a  considerable  section 
of  members  of  the  House.  He  did  not  know 
whether  that  was  intended  to  be  incorporated 
as  an  article  of  faith  in  the  creed  of  the  New 
Liberalism.  If  it  were,  he  utterly  dissented 
from  it.  This  was  the  third  occasion  this 
session  on  which  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
that  House  had  undoubtedly  attempted  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  functions  which 
belonged  to  both  Houses.  That  was  the  point 
on  which  he  wished  to  insist.  The  Second 
Chamber  was  not  to  him  the  most  cherished 
institution  in  the  world,  but  it  was  a  Chamber 
with  nearly  co-equal  powers  and  rights  with 
the  Lower  House,  and  the  decision  arrived  at 
earlier  this  session  was  come  to,  he  believed, 
under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  powers  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  He  believed  a 
large  number  of  new  members  assumed  that 
the  institution  known  as  Bellamy's  was  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  that  House  alone, 
and  they  certainly  acted  as  they  had  done 
under  that  impression.  He  did  not  care  in 
which  way  the  question  might  be  settled,  so 
long  as  the  rights  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  were  not  infringed,  and  all  the 
parties  interested  were  duly  consulted.  The 
question  ought  to  be  settled  by  a  vote  of  both 
Chambers,  and  he  did  not  think  any  person 
oould  object  to  that.  The  very  best  solution 
of  the  matter  was  a  notice  of  amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name  —  that  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  be  taken  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  a.  3.  SMITH  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down  spoke  of  the  rights 
of  the  other  Chamber  ;  but  they  had  to  consider 
that  they  had  certain  rights  in  that  House.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  session  the  House  passed 
a  resolution  which  was  deliberately  ignored  for 
the  time  being  by  the  House  Committee,  and 
the  Steward  was  allowed  to  continue  selling 
liquor  after  that  resolution  was  carried.  The 
honourable  member  for  Avon  had  said  that 
they  were  attempting  to  arrogate  to  themselves 
certain  functions  that  belonged  to  the  other 
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House.  Now,  they  bad  no  right  to  constitute  a 
special  licensing  district  for  the  benefit  of  the 
legislators  of  the  country.  If  members  wanted 
liquor,  let  them  go  out  to  the  ordinary  licensed 
houses  and  procure  it.  It  was  time  these 
privileges  should  be  clipped,  and  in  that  House 
there  was  a  general  feeling  that  Bellamy's  was 
not  required.  When  the  report  of  the  House 
Committee  was  read,  he  for  one  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  that  the  Premier  had  moved  the 
motion  referred  to  in  the  report.  He  had  come 
to  think  that  the  Premier  had  some  sympathy 
and  feeling  in  favour  of  temperance  reform ;  he 
had  come  to  think  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's sympathies  with  the  temperance  party 
were  genuine ;  but  when  he  found  that  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  the  Premier  was  the  one 
who  moved  that  a  continued  supply  of  liquor 
should  be  obtained,  his  belief  in  that  honour- 
able gentleman  was  again  threatened.  In  the 
«arly  part  of  the  session  a  vote  was  passed  to 
close  Bellamy's.  That  vote  was  afterwards 
rescinded,  because  they  were  told  the  Steward 
bad  got  in  a  large  stock  of  liquor,  and  that  if 
Bellamy's  were  closed  there  would  be  a  large 
loss  incurred :  the  House,  in  view  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, agreed  to  rescind  that  resolution. 
If  there  was  a  desire  for  Parliament  Buildings 
to  continue  as  a  special  licensing  district 
the  House  should  take  a  vote  on  the  question, 
and  if  the  vote  were  taken  in  that  House  as  to 
whether  Bellamy's  should  be  open  next  session 
or  not  that  vote  would  go  in  favour  of  closing 
Bellamy's  by  a  very  large  majority.  Let  that 
vote  be  either  an  open  vote  or  a  vote  by  ballot ; 
he  was  not  particular  which  way.  It  was  time 
now  that  this  question  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  House,  and  dealt  with  definitely.  They 
had  had  it  before  them  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions, and  if  they  were  not  careful  they  would 
be  landed  in  the  same  place  as  they  were  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session.  He  hoped  the  report 
would  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  with 
the  addition  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison). 

Mr.  MILLS  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchuroh  City  seemed  to  overlook  the 
fact  that  the  circumstances  of  that  House 
were  very  special  when  he  spoke  of  this  being  a 
special  licensing  district.  Was  there  any  other 
House  or  club  whose  members  had  to  remain 
in  harness  from  the  time  they  started  in  the 
evening  at  half-past  seven  until  four  or  five 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  sometimes  later  ? 
Of  course  some  people  liked  tea,  bat  there 
were  others  who  preferred  a  glass  of  beer,  and 
honourable  members  should  be  allowed  to  have 
any  kind  of  refreshment  they  pleased.  Some 
members,  he  knew,  liked  sherry  in  their  soup, 
and  it  was  perfectly  right  for  tbem  to  have 
it  if  they  enjoyed  it.  They  should  not  over- 
look the  fact  brought  under  their  notice  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Avon.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  L^islative  Council  had  just  as 
much  right  to  give  their  voices  in  this  matter 
as  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  if  a  poll  was  to  be  taken  it  should  be 
taken  at  the  end  of  the  present,  not  at  the 
beginning  of  a  new,  session.  There  vrete  a 
Mr.  a.  J.  Smith 


great  number  of  members  who  came  away  from 
their  homes  for  three  or  four  months,  and  he 
ventured  to  say  there  was  not  a  member  who 
would  not  extend  the  right  hand  of  hospitality 
to  any  one  who  come  to  visit  him,  and  he 
ought  therefore  to  be  in  such  a  position  that 
he  could  ask  his  friends  to  accept  a  cup  of  tea, 
a  glass  of  wine,  or  anything  else  which  was  to 
be  procured  when  they  came  here.  It  was  un- 
fair and  most  ungenerous  for  some  members  to 
persist  in  saying,  "  You  shall  not  take  this,  and 
you  shall  not  take  that."  No  one  said,  "  Yoa 
shall  not  take  a  cup  of  tea";  and  why  should 
they  insist  on  saying  that  people  were  not  to 
take  something  else  which  they  preferred  to 
tea  ?  Let  everybody  take  what  he  most  en- 
joyed, and  had  most  inclination  for,  in  the  way 
of  refreshment. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  a 
great  many  members  of  that  House  were  usiDg 
"  the  other  place  "  as  a  stalking-horse.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  say  that  members  of  the  other 
place,  who  sat  there  for  two  or  perhaps  four 
hours  a  day  at  the  utmost,  were  being  deprived 
of  some  enormous  privilege  by  the  closing  of 
Bellamy's.  He  thought  that  such  misplaced 
ideas  should  be  dissipated.  They  should  re- 
cognise and  admit  that  those  members  who 
supported  the  continuance  of  Bellamy's  in 
that  House  wanted  to  use  it  for  their  own 
purposes.  If  they  were  anxious  to  retain  it 
they  should  say  so,  and  not  say  it  was  kept 
there  for  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. The  honourable  member  for  Avon  told 
them  that  the  new  members  of  the  House 
were  not  aware  that  Bellamy's  was  under  the 
control  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture as  well  as  that  House.  It  seemed  to 
him  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  aware 
that  if  that  House  did  not  pass  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  Bellamy's  it 
had  no  legal  existence,  and  that  liquor  ought 
not  to  be  sold  there.  He  was  sorry  indeed 
that  this  matter  should  come  up  in  this  way, 
or  that  there  should  be  any  irregularity ;  but  if 
there  was  any  fault  to  be  found  ho  thought  it 
was  the  Premier's  in  not  having  this  resolution 
reported  to  the  House  directly  it  was  carried 
by  the  Joint  House  Committee.  It  was  not 
many  months  since  the  Premier  told  them  in 
the  House  that  they  should  pass  a  vote  before 
the  end  of  the  session  directing  the  Custodian 
not  to  give  any  orders  for  supplies  for  Bellamy's 
next  year,  if  there  was  a  desire  that  Bellamy's 
should  be  discontinued.  If  a  resolution  was 
passed  in  Committee  authorising  these  orders, 
and  the  House  was  not  to  know  until  the  orders 
were  sent  away,  how  could  they  prevent  the 
orders  from  being  sent  Home  for  the  supplies  ? 
The  House  should  take  a  straight  issue  as  to 
whether  Bellamy's  should  be  continued  or  not. 
If  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  wanted 
to  have  a  Bellamy's  of  their  own,  let  them 
have  it,  and  joy  go  with  them ;  but  as  long  aa 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  against  it  the 
members  should  not  countenance  any  evasion 
of  its  wishes. 

Mr.  DUTHIH  quite  sympathized  with  the 
object  of  the  Premier,  but  the  House  having  re- 
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aelved  to  only  keep  Bellamy'g  open  for  one  year, 
lie  thought  the  motion  passed  in  Committee 
oogbt  to  have  been  brought  before  the  House 
for  discussion,  and  he  did  not  think  the  Pre- 
mier was  justified  in  committing  the  House,  by 
acting  on  the  Premier's  Committee  motion, 
before  bringing  the  question  before  the  House 
for  consideration.  There  was  a  marked  incon- 
listenoy  in  the  action  of  the  Premier  in  moving 
the  motion  referred  to,  so  committing  the 
House  to  the  continuance  of  Bellamy's,  while 
early  in  the  session  he  led  the  House  in  agree- 
ing to  keep  it  open  this  session  only. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  the  House  Com- 
mittee ; — only  one  of  thirteen. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
moved  the  resolution,  and  he  was  speaking  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  responsibility  in 
moving  that  resolution,  looking  to  the  position 
in  which  the  question  stood  in  that  House. 
,  Q  The  question  ought,  however,  now  to 
be  dealt  with  straightforwardly  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  decided  one  way  or 
another.  It  ought  to  be  brought  forward  by  a 
direct  resolution,  and  the  question  settled  once 
and  for  all. 

Motion,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table, 
negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  for  reconsideration, 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  added :  "  with  an  intimation 
that  no  order  for  alcoholic  liquors  be  in  the 
meantime  given." 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  his  position  clearly  before  the 
House.  If  he  were  a  member  of  a  Committee 
he  was  entitled  to  use  his  discretion  on  that 
Committee,  and  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
did  things  clandestinely.  It  would  have  been 
quite  easy  for  him  to  have  suggested  to  some 
ether  member  to  move  this  motion,  and  then 
to  have  voted  for  it ;  but  he  preferred  to  take 
the  responsibility,  and  to  act  in  a  straight- 
forward and  open  manner,  rather  than  go  be- 
hind the  scenes,  as  some  members  he  could 
name  generally  did.  He  had  asked  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Committee  whether  it  had  been  the 
practice  to  report  to  the  House  when  orders 
were  sent  Home,  and  the  Stewtkrd  had  said  No, 
it  had  not,  and  there  never  had  been  an  in- 
stance, as  regarded  carrying  out  details  and 
sending  orders,  of  the  matter  being  reported  to 
the  House.  He  had  then  stated  that  in  this 
case  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  reporting 
it  specially  to  the  House.  He  had  said  to  the 
Committee  at  the  same  time  that  the  ordeni 
must  not  go  until  the  House  had  dealt  with  the 
liicensing  Bill,  when  there  would  be  an  indica- 
tion from  the  House  of  what  they  desired  to  be 
done  in  regard  to  Bellamy's.  The  Committee 
had  raised  the  question,  however,  that  the 
Idcensing  Bill  might  not  go  through ;  but  he 
had  replied  that  they  would  get  past  the 
elaoBe  in  the  Bill  relating  to  Bellamy's.  He 
hoped  Uie  Licensing  Bill  would  go  through, 
and  that  would  finally  settle  the  question. 
Then,  there  was  another  question.  If  that 
were  done   before   the   House   dispersed  the 


House  conld  pass  a  resolution,  which,  as  the 
IeLw  at  present  stood,  had  to  be  done  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session.  This  had  to 
be  done  by  both  Houses ;  otherwise  there  vros 
no  power  given  to  the  Steward  to  act  at  alL 
It  had  been  asserted  with  some  force  that 
during  the  first  fortnight  of  this  session  the 
Steward  was  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  un- 
less he  had  some  permit,  even  a  temporary  one, 
and  he  had  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to 
alter  the  law,  so  as  to  enable  the  Speakers  of 
both  Houses  to  issue  a  temporary  permit  until 
the  House  had  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
matter.  He  would  take  the  whole  question  on 
the  Licensing  Bill :  he  conld  not  do  more  than 
that ;  and  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  give  con- 
sideration to  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  There  were  thirteen  members  present 
at  the  Committee,  four  belonging  to  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  two  of  whom  voted  for  the 
motion  and  two  against.  It  was  not  fair,  there- 
fore, to  throw  the  whole  responsibility  upon 
him,  and  that  he  should  have  to  stand  the 
brunt  of  adverse  criticism  in  respect  to  this 
matter.  However,  he  had  very  broad  shoulders, 
and  he  might  say  that  he  did  not  think  his 
intentions  were  such  as  to  warrant  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Smith)  in  allowing  his  confidence  to  be  shaken. 
If  he  had  had  the  honourable  gentleman's  con- 
fidence he  did  not  know  it,  but  he  was  sorry, 
after  they  had  got  near  the  killing  of  the  fatted 
calf,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  sworn- 
oS  again.  He  would  SMioept  the  amendment 
of  the  hononrable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  W.  Hutchison) ;  and,  when  the  Committee 
brought  down  its  report,  if  it  were  referred 
back  to  the  Committee,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  move  again.  He  wished  to  take- 
this  opportunity  to  say  that  the  reason  the 
House  Committee  had  reported  this  matter 
— a  thing  they  had  never  done  before — was 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  resolution  taking 
away  from  the  Recess  Committee  the  power 
they  had  hitherto  possessed.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  had  had  this  power 
during  the  whole  of  the  recess:  to  nse  a 
colonialism,  he  had  "  bossed  the  show."  That 
power  had  been  taken  away,  and  the  build- 
ings,  grounds,  et  cetera,  were  now  vested  in 
the  Oovernment  during  the  recess.  That  was 
what  had  caused  umbrage  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  member  against  the  Government, 
and  against  the  Premier,  who  had  moved  the 
resolution.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  desired  to  work 
with  the  Legislative  Council,  and  to  do  what 
was  fair  and  reasonable,  and,  because  that  was 
the  case,  this  motion  had  been  brought  forward 
and  another  afternoon  had  been  wasted.  He, 
however,  intended  to  defend  himself,  and  to 
put  himself  clear  before  the  House  and  the 
country. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  if  he  could 
amend  his  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  already  moved  one  amendment,  and 
he  could  not  allow  him  to  move  a  further  one, 
which  would  mean  giving  the  honourable  mem- 
ber the  privilege  of  not  only  moving  two  amend- 
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ments  but  also  of  making  two  apeeohes  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  it  vras  qnite  evident 
that  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man might  bear  a  different  interpretation  from 
what  was  intended;  and  in  that  respect  the 
House  should  be  very  careful.  The  Premier 
had,  when  the  House  met  this  session,  taken 
up  the  position  that  Bellamy's  should  be  al- 
lowed to  continue  for  this  year ;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  the  opportunity  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  would  be  given  on  the  Licensing 
Bill  to  discuss  the  question  of  Bellamy's  would 
be  afforded.  Some  seven  weeks  ago  he  (Mr. 
Earushaw)  had  stated  that  they  would  not 
have  the  Licensing  Bill  this  year,  and  that 
opinion  he  still  held. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  perhaps  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  would  alter  his  opinion  by  the 
following  Saturday  morning. 

Mr.  BARNSHAW  said  he  did  not  alter  his 
opinions,  but  always  stuck  to  them.  With 
regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  at  Bellamy's,  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed  to  the  House  had 
always  been  that  they  did  not  need  that  insti- 
tution. He  understood  that  this  session 
Bellamy's  was  making  a  great  loss  on  account 
of  the  members  having  been  so  very  tem- 
perate. If  the  Premier  had  control  during 
the  recess,  then  there  were  ample  supplies  on 
hand  for  those  members  who  chose  to  take 
liquor  there  during  next  session.  The  present 
moment  was  a  most  opportune  one  for  the 
House  to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  whether 
liquor  should  be  kept  at  Bellamy's  next  year 
or  not.  If  the  question  were  left  over  from  this 
session,  or  after  the  report  came  back,  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  the  House  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion ;  and  if  the  House  were  wise  it  would  em- 
brace the  opportunity  it  had  at  hand  rather 
than  the  opportunity  the  honourable  gentle- 
man promised,  because  he  made  promises  that 
he  did  not  carry  out.  He  thought  the  coun- 
try was  looking  to  the  House  to  give  some 
clear  expression  of  opinion  regarding  Bellamy's. 
It  was  one  of  tbe  many  questions  that  arose  at 
the  last  election,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  mem- 
bers should  deal  differently  with  themselves 
from  what  they  did  with  people  outside.  If 
they  wanted  liquor  for  members,  and  if  they 
could  carry  on  their  business  better  with 
liquor  than  without  liquor,  then  let  it  be 
so.  But  he  thought  that  Bellamy's  had  been 
no  advantage  in  carrying  on  legislation  during 
the  current  session.  The  Premier  himself 
could  not  say  but  that  it  had  been  a  great 
barrier  to  carrying  legislation  through  this 
session,  and  on  that  ground  he  thought  the 
House  ought  to  speak  straight  out,  without 
making  a  stalking-horse  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  making  the  Councillors  bear  a 
burden  that  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  bear  themselves.  If 
they  did  not  decide  the  matter  this  session, 
Bellamy's  would  be  open  next  session  ;  and  the 
House  should  come  to  a  definite  decision  whe- 
ther liquor  should  be  sold  there  or  not.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  permit  the  honour- 
J£r.  Speaker 


able  member  for  Dnnedin  City  to  amend  his 
motion,  if  it  were  necessary,  if  it  did  not  carry 
the  interpretation  the  honourable  gentleman 
wished  to  convey. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  thought  this  question  was 
one  that  should  be  left  to  a  Joint  Conmiittee 
of  both  Houses  to  settle,  as  the  members  at 
another  place  had  just  as  much  right  to  be  con- 
sulted as  the  members  of  the  House.  It  was  a 
pity  that  snoh  a  subject  should  be  brought  up, 
and  that  a  whole  afternoon  should  be  wasted 
in  discussing  it.  He  also  considered  it  a  pity 
that  those  honourable  members  who  so  often 
trotted  out  this  question  of  Bellamy's  should 
be  so  often  found  in  Bellamy's,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  they  should  in  future  keep  away 
from  a  place  where  they  were  so  often  found 
enjoying  themselves.  He  hoped  this  matter 
would  be  left  entirely  to  the  House  Committee, 
and  that  they  would  have  no  more  afternoons 
wasted  this  session. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired  to  say  one  or 
two  words  in  reply  to  the  Premier,  who  had 
again  been  drawing  upon  his  imagination  when 
suggesting  that  the  motive  for  the  report  was 
that  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  was  disappointed  at 
there  being  no  Recess  Committee.  He  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  he  should  take  any  par- 
ticular part  in  any  Recess  Committee  that 
might  have  been  appointed.  The  friction  that 
occurred  during  the  last  recess  between  the 
Recess  House  Committee  and  the  Premier 
had  arisen  entirely  from  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  had  interfered  with  the  appointment 
of  charwomen  employed  in  the  Parliament 
Buildings :  not  that  such  appointments  were 
matters  that  the  House  Committee  claimed 
any  authority  or  took  any  particular  interest 
in,  such  things  having  been  always  left  to  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms.  The  subject  had  come  be- 
fore the  House  Recess  Committee  in  the  way 
of  a  report  that  the  Premier  had  interfered 
with  the  employment  of  the  charwomen  who, 
in  the  ordinary  course,  were  kept  on  during 
the  recess.  The  Premier  had  discharged  one 
of  them  so  as  to  make  room  for  some  one  else. 

Mr,  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  alluding  to 
that,  but  to  the  friction  concerning  the  grounds. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  nothing  of  the 
sort;  the  resolution  last  session  left  no  doubt 
as  to  the  grounds  being  left  to  the  control  of 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  stopping  tbe 
cutting-down  of  the  trees  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said.  Yes,  the  Recess 
Committee  had  remonstrated  with  the  Premier 
for  cutting  down  some  of  the  trees  in  front  of 
the  building,  and  had  got  a  promise  from  him, 
when  a  few  only  were  left,  that  they  should 
not  be  cut  down—  which  promise,  however,  had 
not  been  kept.  It  was  the  question  of  char- 
women which  was  really  the  burning  question 
during  the  recess,  because,  having  acquired 
the  knowledge  through  the  Custodian  that  the 
immemorial  prerogative  of  the  Serjeant- at-  ' 
Arms  had  been  invaded  by  the  Premier,  be 
(Mr.  Hutchison)  had,  at  one  of  his  meetings 
in  Hawera,  taken  occasion  to  refer  to  the  in- 
creasing way  the  Premier  interfered  with  eveiy- 
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thing,  from  the  oonitesy  due  to  His  Ezcellenoy 
the  Governor  down  to  the  Belection  of  ohax- 
women.  The  Premiei  afterwards  bad  taken 
occasion  to  go  there  aihi  assert  that  his  state- 
ment had  not  been  correct,  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  correct.  He  believed  there  had 
been  only  two  meetings  of  the  Committee  dar- 
ing last  recess,  and  very  little  had  been  done  ; 
80  that  any  suggestion  that  he  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
felt  hurt  at  no  Recess  Committee  being  in- 
tended to  be  set  up  for  next  recess  was 
palpably  absurd.  As  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Premier,  he  supposed  that  if  the  House  did 
not  insist  upon  the  report  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee being  brought  down  at  a  definite  date 
they  would  have  no  report  at  all,  because 
throughout  the  effort  of  the  Premier  had  been 
to  prevent  the  resolution  as  to  ordering  sup- 
l^ies  for  Bellamy's  from  coming  before  the 
House.  The  Premier  had  objected  to  the  Joint 
Committee  having  leave  to  report ;  and  had 
left  the  House  Committee  without  a  quorum  on 
the  following  day,  so  that  no  report  could  be 
made  by  that  Committee  either ;  and  no  doubt, 
if  the  Premier  had  not  forgotten  or  overlooked 
the  meeting  that  had  been  held  that  day,  he 
would  have  been  at  it  for  the  purpose  of  object- 
ing to  this  report  coming  down, 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  moved  to  add  to  the 
amendment,  "and  that  the  House  Committee 
be  requested  to  report  on  the  matter  not  later 
than  this  day  week." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
deprecated  very  much  the  waste  of  time  that 
had  taken  place  ;  but  who  was  responsible  for 
it  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Patea.  There 
was  no  doubt  the  honourable  member  had 
taken  umbrage  at  the  Joint  House  Committee 
laying  that  the  buildings  must  be  under  the 
eonferol  of  the  Government.  There  was  no 
4oabt  that  was  the  reason  he  had  moved  in  this 
matter,  for  he  had  mentioned  it  himself,  and 
he  knew  the  honourable  member  so  well  that 
he  knew  what  was  moving  him.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  desired  to  pose  for  the 
time  being  as  a  temperance  reformer.  Well, 
he  made  a  present  of  him  to  the  temperance 
reformers;  but  he  would  do  more  harm  than 
good  to  their  cause,  as  he  did  to  every  cause 
he  espoused.  The  honourable  member  said 
there  was  no  cause  of  friction  except  the  ques- 
tion of  the  charwomen,  and  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  refer  to  that.  Kow,  he  would  tell 
the  House  and  the  country  that,  seeing  the 
House  had  placed  the  responsibility  for  the  esti- 
mates of  the  department  on  the  Government, 
the  Premier  did  not  consider  it  derogatory  to 
his  dignity  or  to  the  dignity  of  his  position, 
and  to  what  belonged  to  the  position,  to  act 
in  the  case  of  poor  women  who  were  home- 
less— widows  with  children,  absolutely  wanting 
for  bread ;  whilst  there  were  employed  in  the 
building  women  whose  husbands  were  in  the 
public  service  getting  £3  a  week,  who  had 
houses  and  other  property.  The  Premier  did 
not  consider  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  his 
position  to  say  that  it  was  time  these  women, 
who  were  in  good  positions  and  well  ofi,  should 


be  retired,  and  those  widows  who  were  in  want, 
and  who  had  five  or  six  children  to  support, 
should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  maintain 
their  children.  He  took  the  responsibility  for 
that,  though  he  might  be  held  up  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawera  as  a  most  un- 
desirable person  for  having  done  it ;  and,  as 
the  honourable  member  had  made  that  state- 
ment at  Hawera,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  taken 
the  opportunity  to  take  the  people  there  into  his 
confidence  and  to  point  out  that  the  honour- 
able member  had  made  a  mistake.  When 
clergymen  in  Wellington  came  to  him  and 
pointed  out  that  this  was  the  state  of  matters, 
and  that  there  were  families  in  that  condition, 
— and  as  at  that  time  there  were  no  Parlia- 
mentary officers  empowered  to  act, — and  the 
House  having  cast  the  responsibility  upon  the 
Government,  he  (the  Premier),  bemg  the  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  the  Legislative  Department 
expenditure,  in  doing  what  he  had  done  had 
simply  done  what  was  right ;  and,  what  was 
more,  would  be  prepared  to  do  it  again.  Then, 
during  the  coming  recess,  there  would  have  to 
be  alterations  made  in  the  building.  If  there 
was  a  Recess  Committee,  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  Chairman,  what  would  be  the 
result  ?  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
give  instructions  to  alter  the  gallery.  The 
Legislative  Councillors  complained  that  they 
could  not  hear  where  they  sat,  aud  they  wanted 
to  go  back  to  their  old  gallery.  The  House 
Committee  had  left  this  matter  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  his  intention  to  make  the 
alterations  in  the  gallery.  For  many  years  the 
Legislative  Councillors  had  had  that  gallery. 
The  change  had  been  made  without  consulting 
them,  and  they  desired  to  have  it  back.  If  his 
honourable  friend  was  Chairman  of  the  Recess 
Committee,  the  Recess  Committee  would  be 
resolving  in  one  direction  and  the  Minister  foe 
Public  Works  giving  instructions  in  another 
direction.  The  best  course,  therefore,  viaa  to 
remove  the  evil,  and  the  root  of  the  evil  was 
his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Patea. 
That  was  the  cause  of  the  afternoon  being 
wasted.  With  regard  to  the  trees,  the  honour- 
able member  had  said  he  had  not  kept  his 
word.  Now,  it  was  a  case  of  "  Woodman,  spare 
that  tree  1 "  He  was  asked  to  spare  the  macro- 
carpa — the  large  tree  on  the  rise— and  he  had 
spared  it,  as  honourable  members  could  see ; 
for  some  of  the  lower  limbs  had  been  removed, 
and  then,  on  learning  of  the  resolution,  he  had 
immediately  given  instructions  to  stop  cutting 
it  down.  He  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  right  in  saying  that  he  had  not 
earned  out  his  promise.  Regarding  some  of 
the  old  willows  at  the  lower  end  of  the  ground, 
the  very  persons  who  had  asked  him  to  retain 
them  decided,  when  they  saw  them  left  by 
themselves,  that  they  ought  to  be  cut  down, 
but  that  the  macrocarpa  should  be  spared. 
He  thought  every  one  would  admit  that  the 
alterations  had  been  very  good  improvements. 
Now,  he  did  not  want  to  have  this  conflict.  He 
had  never  told  the  House,  because  he  did  not 
care  about  bringing  trivial  matters  before  it. 
He  had  given  instructions  this  session  to  have 
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the  old  gallery  again  set  apart  for  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  but  the  House  Committee 
passed  a  resolution  that  it  should  not  be  done  ; 
and,  sooner  than  have  any  friction,  he  had 
allowed  the  Committee  to  have  their  way.  The 
House  Committee  had  now  passed  a  resolution 
Testing  the  building  in  the  Qovemment  during 
the  recess,  but  this  did  not  interfere  with  the 
library  or  anything  connected  with  it.  He 
thought  honourable  members  would  understand 
the  position  now.  With  regard  to  the  Commit- 
tee reporting :  When  he  accepted  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  amendment,  it  was  with  the 
intention  that  the  Committee  should  meet  at 
once  and  report  upon  this  question,  and  he 
had  accepted  the  proviso  that  they  should  re- 
port within  a  week.  If  there  was  one  thing 
that  should  commend  itself  to  honourable 
members  it  must  be  the  necessity  that  there 
was  for  dealing  with  this  question  of  Bellamy's 
once  and  for  all,  so  as  not  td  have  it  brought 
up  again  and  again  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
They  could  settle  it  by  passing  the  Licensing 
Bill,  because  to  settle  it  they  must  have  an  al- 
teration of  the  law.  If  one  House  passed  one 
resolution  and  the  other  House  another,  there 
would  be  a  conflict;  and  the  proper  coarse 
would  be  to  deal  with  the  question  in  the 
Licensing  Bill,  and  that  was  the  course  he 
asked  the  House  to  adopt. 

Sir  E.  STOUT  did  not  think  the  House  would 
get  rid  of  this  question  if  it  simply  referred  the 
report  back  to  the  Committee.  He  thought 
they  should  have  a  straight-out  vote  on  the 
question,  and  decide  it  one  way  or  the  other. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  further,  be- 
cause, from  the  way  the  question  was  put,  a 
decision  could  not  now  be  obtained;  but  he 
was  certEtin  that  if  this  report  came  up  within 
a  week  they  would  have  another  afternoon 
wasted,  and  the  blame  would  rest  with  the 
Premier.  They  ought  to  have  come  to  a  vote 
at  once,  and,  if  the  majority  of  the  House  were 
in  favour  of  ordering  supplies  for  next  year, 

.  on     iben  they  should  let  the  order  go ;    if 

*•'*'•  they  were  against  it,  the  order  should 
not  go.  It  should  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  they  should  not  have  this  waste  of 
time.  In  reference  to  the  charwoman,  there 
was  a  petition  before  the  House,  and  one  was 
examined.  It  was  quite  wrong  to  say  she  was 
a  woman  of  means.  She  gave  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  and  she  had  been  removed  for 
no  fault,  and  the  only  excuse  for  her  removal 
was  that  she  had  held  the  position  for  many 
years,  and  ought  to  make  way  for  some  one  who 
had  not  held  it.  If  this  was  to  be  applied  to 
the  Civil  Service,  and  if  it  was  to  he  the  reward 
for  doing  work  well  that  the  person  must  be 
removed  on  the  ground  that  he  or  she  had  filled 
the  oflice  for  some  time,  it  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary position.  He  knew  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  amongst  the  officers  who  had 
been  removed  that  political  colour  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  their  removal. 

Mr.  COLLINS  would  not  have  participated 
in  the  debate,  but,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
(eferred,  he  must  take  the  opportunity  of  say- 
lir.  Stddon 


ing  that  the  Premier's  statements  were  in  ac- 
cordance with  facts.  The  petitioner  had  proved 
by  her  evidence  before  the  Committee  that  she 
was  possessed  of  property.  She  was  merely  a 
casual  hand  who  had  been  engaged  from  time 
to  time  for  a  number  of  years. 

Major  HABBIS  said  he  had  attended  the 
Committee,  and  all  the  Premier  stated  was  per- 
fectly correct.  All  that  happened  at  the  meet- 
ing in  reference  to  Bellamy's  seemed  to  be  in  a 
kind  of  conversational  way,  and  the  Premier 
took  part  in  it  with  others.  If  the  Premier 
hod  not  moved  what  he  did,  others  would  have 
done  so.  He  ^Major  Harris)  had  voted  against 
any  measures  m  regard  to  Bellamy's  that  had 
come  before  the  Committee.  He  was  one  of 
two  who  had  voted  against  the  Premier  and 
stated  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  order 
spirits  from  Home.  He  understood  that  a  vote 
of  the  House  was  come  to  some  time  ago  that 
they  were  to  have  no  more  after  this  year,  and 
that  it  would  lie  with  the  Speakers  of  both 
Houses  to  give  their  sanction  before  Bellamy's 
was  opened  again ;  and  he  always  thought  that 
in  face  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  House  the 
Speaker  of  this  House  would  not  give  his  assent. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  necessity  to  order 
spirits,  at  all  events  not  immediately,  until  they 
saw  what  happened  towards  the  end  of  the 
session. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  insisting  upon  its  amendments  in  this 
Bill,  and  Mr.  Beeves,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Tanner, 
and  Mr.  Ward  were  appointed  Managers  of  a 
Conference  in  regard  to  the  Bill. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  brought  up  the  following 
report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendmente 
mode  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill, 
and  moved.  That  the  report  be  agreed  to,  and 
be  transmitted  to  the  Council : — 

"  Clause  6 :  The  House  disagrees  with  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
because  it  debars  the  Oovemor  in  Council  from 
concluding  a  purchase  without  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Board,  and  is  consequently 
an  interference  with  the  public  expenditure  of 
the  colony ;  and  the  House  does  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  ofier  any  further  reason,  hoping 
that  the  above  may  be  sufficient. 

"  New  clause  8 :  The  proposed  amendment 
altering  the  words  '  in  one  complete  estate'  to 
'in  one  block'  may  lead  to  estates  being  cut 
up  into  blocks  in  order  to  evade  the  Act.  It  is 
desirable  to  prevent  this. 

"  New  proviso  to  clause  8  :  The  proposed  new 
proviso  is  ambiguous ;  it  is  desirable  to  clearly 
define  the  exact  area  which  may  be  selected  in 
each  class  of  land. 

"  Clause  21,  new  proviso :  The  House  dis- 
agrees with  the  amendment,  because  it  imposes 
a  limitation  on  the  acquisition  of  land,  and 
thereby  interferes  with  the  public  expenditure ; 
and  the  House  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
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oSet  any  further  reason,  hoping  that  the  same 
may  be  sufficient. 

■*  Clause  89 :  The  Committee  recommends 
the  House  not  to  press  its  disagreement  vrith 
the  amendment,  which,  though  it  may  not  be 
strictly  regular,  does  not  materially  infringe 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  is  otherwise 
unobjectionable.  The  Committee  recommends 
that  the  amendment  be  agreed  to,  as  it  appears 
that  the  said  amendment  furthers  the  intention 
of  the  House." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WAR  STORES. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  this  House  em- 
powers the  Government  to  enter  into  a  contract 
or  contracts,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five 
years,  for  the  supply  of  ammunition  and  war- 
like stores :  the  contracts  for  the  ammunition 
to  be  under  the  following  terms  and  condi- 
tions : — 

Any  agreement  to  be  made  shall  be  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  five  years. 

1.  That  the  ammunition  shall  be  manufac- 
tured in  the  Colony  of  Kew  Zealand,  and  be 
supplied  from  the  powder  now  in  the  store  at 
Mount  Eden,  Auckland.  One  million  five 
hundred  thousand  (1,500,000)  rounds  to  be 
delivered  before  the  31st  March,  1896.  The 
number  of  rounds  shall  not  exceed  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  (1,500,000)  Martini- 
Henry-Bozer  ball-cartridges,  to  be  delivered 
at  the  rate  of  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  rounds 
per  month,  commencing  four  months  after  the 
date  of  signing  and  entering  into  the  contract. 
The  price  not  to  exceed  £5  Ss.  per  thousand 
zounds. 

2.  That,  after  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  (1,500,000) 
rounds,  such  ammunition  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
supplied  to  the  New  Zealand  Government,  in 
such  quantities  and  at  such  times  as  may  be 
from  time  to  time  ordered,  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  five  years,  ending  on  the  Slst  March, 
1899. 

8.  That  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  ammuni- 
tion referred  to  in  paragraph  2  shall  not  exceed 
£5  5s.  per  thousand  rounds,  this  being  the  cur- 
zent  War  Office  price  to  contractors  for  similar 
ammunition  in  England,  with  the  additional 
cost  for  insurance,  freight,  and  charges  of 
delivery  at  Wellington,  and  packing  same  in 
service-boxes  of  six  hundred  (600)  rounds,  and 
such  other  charges  as  have  been  previously  paid 
by  the  Government.  Such  price  shall  be  ascer- 
tained in  London  on  or  before  April  in  each 
year  by  the  Agent-General  of  Kew  Zealand,  in 
consultation  with  the  Inspector  of  Warlike 
Stores  or  some  other  officer  to  be  appointed  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  of  Kew  Zealand,  and 
the  company's  managing  director  in  London  or 
some  other  person  appointed  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  company.  That  such  price  as  so  ascer- 
tained shall  be,  and  be  taken  to  be,  the  price 
paid  for  such  ammunition  during  the  then 
ensuing  twelve  months. 

4.  That  all  ammunition  aforesaid  manu- 
factured by  the  contractor  shall  be  of  quality 
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equal  to  that  which  shall  be  at  such  times 
passed  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  England.  The  said  ammunition  shall 
be  delivered  in  such  quantities  and  at  such 
times  or  time  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
directed  by  em  order,  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
officer  authorised  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Defence ;  such  goods  to  be  delivered  at  Auck- 
land, and  the  rate  of  delivery  not  to  exceed 
eighty  thousand  (80,000)  rounds  in  any  one 
month. 

5.  That  the  machinery  in  use  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  ammunition  aforesaid  shall  be 
only  such  machinery  as  shall  be  of  the  same 
class  as,  and  equal  to,  the  machinery  used  for 
the  like  purpose  by  or  for  the  use  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  England.  Further,  that 
the  contractor  will  purchase  and  take  the 
powder  required  for  the  ammunition  for  the 
New  Zealand  Government  from  the  Defence 
Department  at  the  actual  cost  to  the  said  Go- 
vernment delivered  at  the  Auckland  Magazine. 

6.  That  before  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence shall  be  required  to  accept  the  delivery 
of  any  ammunition  he  shall  be  entitled  to  have 
the  same  tested  by  officers  and  persons  ap- 
pointed by  him  from  time  to  time  for  such  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  Government  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  have  taken  final  delivery  of  any  instalment 
of  such  ammunition  to  be  supplied  until  the 
required  tests  have  been  carried  out  and  the 
ammunition  finally  approved  by  a  certificate  in 
writing  to  that  effect  .from  the  officer  or  persons 
aforesaid,  such  tests  to  be  carried  out  within 
one  month  after  delivery.  All  the  ammunition 
to  be  supplied  shall  be  of  equal  material  and 
quality,  and  of  the  same  dimensions  and 
weights,  within  the  usual  manufacturing  limits, 
as  laid  down  for  the  latest  marks  in  use  at  the 
date  of  any  particular  order  in  the  Imperial 
Service  or  of  any  approved  sample.  The  test 
of  the  ammunition  to  be  supplied  shall  be  car- 
ried out  as  directed  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Defence.  The  Government  to  bear  the  expense 
of  tests  made  in  Auckland,  except  in  respect  of 
such  tests  as  result  in  the  rejection  of  any  lot 
or  lots,  in  which  case  the  contractor  shall  bear 
the  expense.  That,  in  the  case  of  any  ammuni- 
tion supplied  being  rejected  on  account  of  its 
being  unable  to  pass  the  approved  tests,  and 
not  being  replaced  with  ammunit'ion  fulfilling 
the  required  tests  within  a  period  of  three 
months  from  the  service  of  the  notice  on  the 
contractors  or  their  representatives,  the  Go- 
vernment shall  have  the  right  to  purchase 
ammunition  elsewhere  at  the  risk  of  the  con- 
tractor, and  to  terminate  the  contract. 

He  might  say  that  some  years  ago  the  colony 
had  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Auckland  Ammunition  Company.  The  esta- 
blishment of  that  company  had  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  colony.  Now  that  the  colony  had 
changed  from  the  Snider  to  the  Martini-Henry 
rifle,  it  was  necessary,  he  thought,  that  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  the  company 
of  manufacturing  the  ammunition  that  was 
required.  The  company  wished  the  colony  to 
enter  into  a  contract  with  them  for  a  period 
of  five  years,  and  that  there  should  be  an  im- 
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mediate  order  given  for  a  million  and  a  half 
rounds.  They  were  told  by  the  Government 
that  there  was  no  law  which  would  enable  the 
Government  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  five 
years  for  the  supply  of  this  ammunition.  He 
thougfat  the  proper  course  would  be  to  have 
a  clause  in  the  Public  Works  Bill  giving  the 
Government  this  power.  The  Committee  on 
that  Bill  thought  it  would  not  be  the  proper 
place  for  it,  but  that  if  they  legislated  for  it 
at  all  it  ought  to  be  in  the  Defence  Act.  On 
consideration,  he  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  proper  course  would  be  to  get  the 
warrant  of  the  House,  the  same  as  was  done 
for  the  San  Francisco  mail-service,  to  have  it 
extended  over  a  period  of  three  years.  As  re- 
garded the  policy  of  doing  this,  he  thought  it 
was  a  wise  thing  to  do.  First  of  all,  they  would 
have  employment  found  for  a  large  number  of 
persons  in  the  colony ;  secondly,  we  had,  in 
case  of  any  disturbance  arising,  within  our- 
selves the  means  of  manufacturing  our  own 
ammunition.  He  might  say  that  the  other 
colonies  had  entered  into  contracts  with  the 
ammunition  company  for  the  manufacture 
of  their  Martini  -  Henry  ammunition.  The 
terms  on  which  the  contract  would  be  based 
were,  he  thought,  fair  to  the  colony  and  just 
to  the  contractor,  and  would  prove  satisfactory 
to  all  parties.  They  took,  of  course,  power  to 
manufacture  the  ammunition  under  such  con- 
ditions as  would  not  be  likely  to  hamper  the 
contractor.  As  regarded  the  price,  they  had 
fixed  the  maximum  for  the  present  at  £5  Ss.  per 
thousand  rounds.  If  there  was  a  reduction  in 
the  price  at  Home,  then  they  would  of  course 
regulate  this  charge  by  that,  plus  the  charges 
for  freight  and  other  charges.  He  thought, 
himself,  that,  taking  the  conditions  he  had  laid 
down  in  the  resolution  and  comparing  them 
with  the  contracts  made  by  other  colonies, 
they  had  an  advantage  over  any  other  con- 
tracts made,  and  at  the  same  time  he  thought 
the  company  was  prepared  to  contract  upon 
these  terms.  Upon  the  strength  of  the  nego- 
tiations so  far,  instructions  ha4  been  given  for 
the  introduction  of  machinery  for  the  mann- 
facture  of  this  ammunition.  He  would  not 
give  a  pledge  nor  meet  the  company  until  he 
had  consulted  the  House.  At  the  same  time  he 
thought  it  a  good  thing  to  do,  and  he  would 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
although  there  was  nothing  binding  or  speci- 
fic. He  thought  that  years  ago  the  company 
were  led  to  believe  that  so  long  as  they  manu- 
factured ammunition  equal  to  the  imported 
article  and  at  a  reasonable  price  the  colony 
would  encourage  this  very  desirable  manufac- 
ture. He  thought  it  a  very  desirable  thing  to 
do,  and  be  had  every  confidence  that  the  con- 
tract would  be  carried  out  to  the  advantage  of 
the  oolonv. 

Mr.  G."  HUTCHISON  asked,  at  what  price 
was  the  powder  to  be  supplied  to  the  con- 
tractors? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  bought 

it  at  Home  in  the  English  market  from  the 

best  manufacturers.    It  was  considered  wisest 

they  should  do  that,  so  that  the  very  best 

Mr,  Seddon 


powder  should  be  available.  There  was  a  lot 
of  powder  on  hand  at  the  present  time.  It 
would  be  sold  to  the  contractors  at  the  price 
they  paid  for  it  at  Home,  together  with  freight 
and  any  other  charges.  There  was  no  loss  to 
the  colony  upon  the  powder. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  his  inquiry  was 
as  to  the  powder  imported  some  years  ago, 
and  now  m  store  at  Auckland.  Was  he  to 
understand  that  the  powder  was  to  be  taken 
by  the  contractor,  and,  if  so,  at  what  price  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  for  the  moment,  he 
could  not  state  the  exact  price  per  pound  for 
the  powder,  but  the  Government  had  got  rid 
of  the  old  powder.  The  contractors  took  the 
powder  from  them,  and  it  was  sold  to  them  at 
cost  price. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  it  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  Volunteers  of  the  colony  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  give  some  further  assur- 
ance as  to  the  supply  of  Martini-Henry  rifles. 
He  was  aware  that  five  hundred  rifles  had  been 
ordered,  and  had  arrived,  but  it  would  be  very 
unsatisfactory  to  the  Volunteers  unless  a  suf- 
cient  number  of  Martini  -  Henry  rifles  were 
obtained  for  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers  of  the 
colony.  Therefore  he  thought  it  advisable  that 
orders  for  these  supplies  should  be  given  at 
once.  With  regard  to  the  price,  he  supposed 
the  price  set  forth  in  the  resolution  was  the 
maximum  price. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN  fancied  the  price  now  paid  for 
ammunition  was  somewhat  less  than  the  maxi- 
mum set  forth  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  would  like  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion re  ammunition.  How  were  the  quality 
and  the  price  of  the  locally-made  article  to  be 
compared  with  the  quality  and  price  of  the 
imported  article? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  refer  to  the 
matter  in  his  reply. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  it  was  very  important  they 
should  take  great  care  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
ammunition  which  was  supplied  to  Volunteers. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion to  establish  a  local  factory.  He  might  say 
that  in  the  shooting  during  the  intercoloniiU 
match  of  last  summer  the  quality  ot  the  am- 
munition was  very  good  indeed,  and  it  was 
found  to  stand  on  a  par  with  the  imported 
article.  It  seemed  to  be  a  rather  long  con- 
tract for  that  ammunition:  still,  they  must 
take  into  consideration  that  Captain  VVhitney 
bad  to  get  the  factory  put  in  order,  and  it 
would  be  poor  encouragement  if  they  shortened 
the  term  of  the  contract.  He  did  not  suppose 
the  machinery  could  be  put  up  for  any  shorter 
contract  than  five  years.  He  thought  the 
Defence  Department  were  very  dilatory  indeed 
in  the  issue  of  Martini-Henry  rifles.  There 
was  great  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  colony 
at  tliis ;  and,  practically,  he  might  say,  no 
encouragement  was  given  to  the  Volunteer 
movement.  They  kept  on  buying  torpedoes 
and  submarine-mining  material  at  great  ex- 
pense :  but  if  any  enemy  ever  came  to  attack 
us  they  would  not  attack  us  at  the  front  door ; 
they  would  try  to  get  in  by  the  baok  door. 
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and  the  colony  would  have  then  to  depend  on 
its  Volunteer  Force.  He  hoped  that  every 
encouragement  would  be  given  to  the  Volunteer 
movement,  as  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers depended  in  a  great  measure  the  safety 
of  the  colony  generally. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  it  afforded  him  very 
great  pleasure  to  support  this  motion.  He  knew 
the  district,  and  he  knew  Captain  Whimey 
very  well.  He  was  enthusiastio  and  enter- 
prising in  this  business.  He  had  already  got  a 
large  factory,  and  members  would  see  by  the 
sample-case,  which  had  been  in  the  lobby  for 
some  time,  that  he  had  entered  very  largely 
into  this  business  already,  and  he  (Mr.  Orow- 
ther)  was  quite  certain  Captain  Whitney  meant 
to  follow  it  out,  beyond  a  doubt.  The  Govern- 
vcrnment  seemed  to  him  to  have  made  the 
position  on  behalf  of  the  Government  absolutely 
safe.  In  the  first  instance,  with  regard  to  the 
supplying  of  the  powder,  they  knew  that  it  was 
to  be  first  class.  That  would,  no  doubt,  be  a 
guarantee  of  the  quality  of  the  material.  Cap- 
tain Whitney  had  a  large  factory,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  see  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  ofier  him  this  encouragement.  It  was,  to 
his  mind,  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should, 
with  all  their  strength,  knowledge,  skill,  and 
money,  help  every  industry  of  this  description. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  last  speaker  had 
referred  to  the  matter  as  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  local  manufacturer.  The  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  expressed  the  opinion  that 
it  might  be  desirable  to  give  a  five  years'  con- 
tract, because  the  proprietor  would  not  be  able 
to  buy  machinery  without  having  a  fixed  term 
of  contract.  He  apprehended,  however,  tho 
Minister  had  framed  these  resolutions  pretty 
much  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Volunteer 
Conference,  which  had  recommended  that 
there  should  be  a  contract  for  a  term  of  years, 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  contractor,  but  be- 
cause of  the  desirability  of  insuring  the  cer- 
tainty of  obtaining  snpplies  of  ammunition  for 
o.  fixed  period.  In  view  of  the  matters  which 
-were  transpiring  in  Europe,  that  was  of  great 
importance.  The  term  asked  for  was  only  a 
reasonable  one,  and  he  thought  the  Honse 
-would  do  well  to  pass  the  resolutions  submitted 
to  it  by  the  Premier. 

Major  HARRIS  said  he  could  bear  testimony 
to  the  good  quality  of  the  ammunition  locally 
manufactured.  Some  firing  had  been  going  on 
amongst  the  members  of  Parliament  here  in 
Wellington  recently,  and  not  a  single  cartridge 
missed  fire  out  of  the  whole  lot. 

Mr.  WILLIS  was  much  pleased  to  find  the 
■Government  alive  to  the  necessity  of  providing 
sufiicient  ammunition  to  the  Volunteers,  and  he 
iioped  the  Government  would  be  as  fully  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  supplying  the  Volunteers  with 
Martini-Henry  rifles.  During  something  like 
ten  years  the  Volunteers  had  been  put  oH  from 
time  to  time  with  a  promise  that  these  rifles 
should  be  supplied  to  them.  It  was  a  standing 
disgrace  that  the  Volunteers  of  Kew  Zealand 
should  be  in  possession  of  an  arm  that  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world,  however  small, 
would  be  regarded   as  a  very  inferior  article. 


He  doubted  whether  the  Chinese  were  not 
better  armed.  He  believed  the  number  of 
rifles  coming  out  was  only  five  hundred,  and 
when  they  came  a  great  deal  of  jealousy  would 
be  created  as  to  how  they  were  served  out.  It 
would  be  far  better  to  keep  these  five  hundred 
in  store  until  there  was  a  sufficient  number,  so 
that  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers  could  be 
supplied  together.  He  was  afraid  that  a  good 
deal  of  jealousy  would  be  created  if  parti- 
cular companies  were  selected  to  be  armed 
with  the  new  rifles.  In  his  own  district,  which 
had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
shooting  districts  in  the  colony,  it  would  be  very 
disheartening  if  other  companies,  which  were 
perhaps  not  such  good  shooting  companies,  got 
supplied  because  they  were  in  more  favoured 
centres.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  at 
once  see  that  a  sufiicieut  number  of  arms  were 
ordered  from  England,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
Volunteers  might  be  encouraged  by  the  fact  of 
possessing  a  weapon  they  were  proud  to  use. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  very  much  pleased  with 
the  manner  in  which  these  resolutions  had  been 
received.  With  reference  to  the  question  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  as  to  when 
the  Government  intended  to  get  more  Martini- 
Henry  rifles,  he  hoped  to  have  the  approval  of 
his  colleagues  next  day  to  send  Home  an  order 
for  a  thousand  more. 

Hon.  Members. — Not  enough. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  all  very  well  to 
say  "  Not  enough  "  ;  but  they  must  remember 
that  money  was  wanted,  and  when  people  were 
waiting  to  take  up  land,  and  could  not  get  on 
the  land,  if  they  spent  £10,000  for  rifles  while 
people  could  not  get  on  the  land  those  people 
would  naturally  complain.  The  money  would 
be  better  spent  in  making  roads.  They  must 
be  moderate,  while  at  the  same  time  not  dis- 
heartening the  Volunteers.  He  might  inform 
the  House  that  there  were  five  hundred  Mar- 
tini-Henry rifles  here,  and,  if  they  sent  ten  rifles 
to  eacli  of  the  fifty  companies,  that  would  be 
the  best  arrangement  to  make  ;  and  when  they 
received  the  thousand  rifles  now  to  be  ordered, 
and  gave  twenty  to  each  of  tho  fifty  companies, 
then  there  would  be  fifty  companies  armed 
with  tho  rifle.  It  was  impossible,  with  the 
moneys  at  their  disposal,  to  arm  the  whole 
of  the  Volunteers  at  once  with  the  Martini 
rifle,  but  the  Government  desired,  with  the 
moneys  available,  to  arm  them  as  far  as  they 
could.  With  regard  to  the  question  asked 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  as  to 
the  price  and  quality  of  the  ammunition,  the 
price  the  Government  were  giving  was  simply 
the  Home  price,  p<iM  freight  and  other  charges ; 
consequently  they  obtuned  the  Home-manu- 
factured article  at  a  less  price  than  the  Vic- 
torian. In  regard  to  the  quality,  a  number  of 
honourable  members  had  been  shooting  this 
session,  and  he  understood  that  the  local  am- 
munition was  very  reliable  as  compared  with 
the  imported  article,  and,  this  being  the  case, 
it  spoke  well  for  the  local  ammunition.  The 
Government  would  insist,  of  course,  on  its  being 
equal  in  quality  to  the  imported  article,  and 
if  they  could  get  it  superior  it  would  be  all  the 
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better.  He  might  say  that  the  reoommenda- 
tionB  of  the  Volunteer  Conference  in  respect  to 
this  and  other  matters  would  receive  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  GoTemuicnt,  and  he  would 
take  that  opportunity  of  stating  that  he.  was 
very  much  pleased  indeed  to  say  that  the  result 
of  the  labours  of  the  Conference  was  gratify- 
ing to  himself  and  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
colony.  A  number  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Conference  might  be  of  a  confidential  cha- 
(aoter,  and  it  would  be  perhaps  as  well  not  to  let 
Uie  world  know  everything  in  respect  to  their  in- 
tentions. He  would,  however,  go  into  the  report 
carefully,  and  then  decide  as  to  publishing  the 
report  or  not.  For  that  reason  it  was  a  moot 
pomt  whether  the  result  of  the  Conference 
should  be  laid  on  the  table.  After  the  contract 
was  made  he  would  taJce  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  laying  it  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
Every  session  they  would  have  returns  as 
to  the  amount  paid  and  the  result  of  the  con- 
tract, and  these  returns  would  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  asked  if  there  was  any 
probability  of  the  new  Defence  Act  being  intro- 
duced this  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  scarcely  thought  it  would 
be  possible  to  bring  in  a  Defence  Act  this 
session,  considering  the  state  of  the  Order 
Paper.  He  had  gone  through  the  ,  recom- 
mendations of  the  Volunteer  Conference,  and 
it  was  his  intention  to  frame  regulations  on 
the  assumption  that  the  law  would  support 
them ;  and  afterwards  they  could  bring  the  law 
into  oonsonanoe  with  the  regulations,  if  neces- 
sary. 

Resolutions  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the 
House  and  agreed  to. 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 
Mr.  McNAB  said  that  in  Barnard,  Volume 
85,  page  659,  his  name  was  not  recorded  in  the 
division-list  on  the  Criminal  Code  Bill  when  he 
had  voted.  He  had  examined  the  division- 
sheets,  and  he  would  like  to  say  that  he  had 
found  his  name  correctly  recorded  as  having 
voted  amongst  the  "Ayes."  This  was  the 
third  occasion  he  had  found  that  the  division- 
list  had  not  been  correctly  copied  into  Han- 
sard. He  thought  that  if  this  division-sheet 
were  compared  with  the  list  in  Hansard  the 
latter  would  be  found  to  be  very  incorrect,  and 
Hansard  often  did  not  give  a  correct  account 
of  what  took  place  in  respect  to  divisions. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  32. — Cases  in  which  compensation  not 
payable. 

Mr.  PIRAKI  moved  to  add  to  the  clause, 
"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to  reserves 
within  the  boundaries  of  any  borough  or  town, 
or  any  portion  of  a  reserve  more  than  three 
acres  in  extent." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.   SEDDON   moved    to    add    the  words, 

"  Provided  that  the  powers  conferred  by  this 

section  for  resumption  without  compensation 

shall  not  apply  to  any  reserve  made  or  endow 

Ur.  Seddon 


ment  granted  prior  to  the  passing  of  'The 
Public  Works  Act,  1876.'  " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  a  further  proviso, 
"Provided,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  thi» 
subsection  shall  apply  only  to  public  reserves, 
or  land  vested  in  local  authority  or  trustees  foe 
any  public  purpose  by  grant  by  the  Crown, 
or  under  any  Act  or  ordinance  of  the  General 
Assembly  or  of  any  Provincial  Government." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  to  add  the  following 
proviso :  "  and  provided  further  that  no  such 
reserve,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  taken 
under  this  Act  without  the  consent  of  the  local 
authority  in  whom  such  reserve  is  vested  being 
first  had  and  obtained,  where  sueh  reserve  has 
been  pledged  as  security  for  any  money  raised 
by  such  local  authority." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  proviso  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Atks,  27. 
Buick  McGuire  Saunders 

Crowther  McKenzie,  R.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Duthie  McNab  Stout 

Earnshaw  Millar  Te  Ao 

Flatman  Newman  Willis 

Hall-Jones  Parata  Wilson. 

Heke  Pinkerton  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Firani  Maslin 

Lang  Russell,  W.  R.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Massey 

Noes,  27. 
Buddo  Larnach  O'Regan 

Camell  Lawry  Reeves 

Carroll  Mackintosh       Seddon 

Collins  McGowan  Tanner 

Hall  McKenzie,  J.     Thompson 

Harris  Meredith  Ward. 

Hogg  Mills  Tellers. 

Joyce  Mitchelson         Graham 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Morrison  Montgomery. 

Kelly,  W. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Allen  Stevens 

Buchanan  Duncan 

Fraser  Carncross 

Green  McLachlan 

Mackenzie,  T.  Oadman. 

The  Chaibman  gave  his  casting-vote  in  favour 
of  the  "Ayes." 

Proviso  added. 

On  the  question, "  That  the  clause  as  amended 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"the  clause  was  negatived 
on  the  voices. 

Clause  114, — Local  authority  may  agree  as 
to  gates  on  roads  taken  through  private  lands 
by  agreement. 

Major  STEWARD  moved  to  add,  "  Provided 
always  that  permission  to  erect  a  swing-gate 
across  any  road  shall  not  be  granted  unless  and 
until  after  notice  of  emy  application  in  that 
behalf  shall  have  been  given  at  least  once  in 
each  of  two  consecutive  -weeks  in  some  news- 
paper circulating  in  the  district ;  and  the  coat. 
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Stout 
Te  Ao. 

TtUtra. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Montgomery. 


of  such  notices  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  person 
applying  for  such  permission." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  clause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Clause  116. — Regulations  as  to  gates. 

Subclause  (3). — "  Every  person  leaving  any 
such  gate  open  shall  be  liable  to  the  person 
through  whose  land  the  road  passes,  in  the 
same  way  as  if  the  road  were  the  private  pro- 
perty of  such  last  -  mentioned  person;  and 
every  person  damaging  any  such  gate  or  any 
fence  authorised  to  be  erected  across  any  part 
of  a  road  shall  bo  liable  to  the  person  or  body 
authorised  to  erect  such  gate  or  fence,  or  at 
whose  cost  it  shall  have  been  agreed  that  such 
gate  shall  be  erected  and  maintained,  in  like 
manner,  and  any  such  gate  or  fence  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  property  of  such  last-men- 
tioned person." 

Mr.  FLATMAH  moved,  That  the  subclause 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words,  '  Every  person  leaving  such 
gate  open,'  stand  part  of  the  subclause." 

Ayes,  16. 
Buddo  MoGuire 

Dutbie  Mitchelson 

Harris  Newman 

Heke  Bussell,  W.  R. 

Iiang  Saunders 

Massey  Smith,  G.  J. 

Noes,  85. 
Buick  Kelly,  J.  W.      Parata 

Carnell  Kelly,  W.  Pinkerton 

Carroll  Mackintosh       Pirani 

Collins  Maslin  Beeves 

Crowther  McGowan  Seddon 

Earnshaw  McKenzie,  J.     Steward 

Flatman  McKenzie,  B.    Tanner 

Oraham  McNab  Thompson 

Hall  Meredith  Willis. 

Hall-Jones        Millar  Tellers. 

Hogg  Morrison  Lawry 

Hutchison,  W.  O'Began  Hills. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Allen  Stevens 

Buchanan  Duncan 

Fraser  Camcross 

Green  ilcLochlan 

Hutchison,  G.  Cadman. 

tiajority  against,  19. 
Words  struck  out. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words  to 
"  person ;  and  "  be  struck  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  remainder  of  sub- 
clause retained. 

Clause  167. — Rights-of-way  and  traffic 
where  railway  made  along  or  across  road  on  a 
level. 

"  Where  a  road  or  street  crosses  a  railway  on 
a  level,  the  public  right-of-way  at  such  crossing 
shall  cease  whenever  any  engine  or  carriage 
on  the  railway  is  approaching  and  within  a 
<distauce  of  a  mile  from  such  crossing;  and 
shall  at  all  other  times  extend  only  to  the  right 
of  using  such  crossing  in  accordance  with  the 


by-laws  for  the  management  of  railway*  open 
for  traffic  for  the  time  being  in  force." 

Mr.  McNAB  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  half "  before  the  words  "  a  mile." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  •  half '  be  inserted." 


Ayes,  82. 
Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
Maslin 
McKenzie,  B. 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 
Bussell,  G.  W. 

Noes,  21. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
Meredith 
Millar 
Beeves 


Saunders 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Tanner 
Te  Ao 
Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Dunoon 
McNab. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Stout 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
MoGuire 
Mitchelson. 


Buchantm 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Eornshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Collins 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Houston 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Word  inserted. 

Clause  263.— Saving  of  "The  Christchuroh 
District  Drainage  Act,  1875,"  and  other  Acts. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  both  subsection  (2)  and  sub- 
section (3) :  "  or  to  authorise  any  interference 
by  any  County  Council  with  any  drains  or 
other  works  under  the  control  of  Boards  con- 
stituted by  the  said  Acts  respectively,  without 
the  consent  of  such  Boards." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Every  Road  Board  within  a  county  where 
'  The  Counties  Act,  1886,*  is  not  in  operation,  ot 
where  the  operation  thereof  is  suspended,  may 
from  time  to  time  make,  alter,  or  repeal  by- 
laws under  '  The  Road'Boards  Act,  1882 ' — 

"  (1.)  For  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  set 
forth  in  section  three  hundred  and  eleven  of 
'  The  Counties  Act,  1886 ' : 

"  (2.)  For  fixing  times  during  which  horses  or 
cattle  not  in  harness  or  yoke,  or  sheep,  goats, 
or  pigs,  may  not  be  driven  over  any  county  or 
district  roads  lying  within  three  miles  from  the 
outer  boundaries  of  any  borough  or  town  dis- 
trict, or  over  certain  such  roads  named  in  any 
by-law  in  that  behalf;  and  any  such  by-law 
may  be  made  in  respect  of  any  county  road, 
notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  Act 
whereby  the  control  of  such  road  is  vested  in 
the  Governor." 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Any  local  body  having  the  control  of  a 
ferry  may  let  such  ferry  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing three  years." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


534 


Public  Works  Bill. 


[HOUSE.]        Public  Works  Bill.        [Oct.  4 


Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUICK  moved  the  following  new  clause : 

"  Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor  that  any  local 
Authority  has  not  made  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  compensation  which  would  probably 
he  awarded  for  land  proposed  to  be  taken,  the 
Governor  shall  not  issue  the  Proclamation 
taking  such  land  until  such  time  as  he  is  satis- 
fied that  the  local  authority  has  made  provision 
for  the  payment  of  such  compensation." 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  the  following 
new  clause  : — 

"  In  cases  where  the  making  of  a  railway-line 
has  cut  oS  all  access  to  any  land  other  than 
Crown  land,  the  Government  may  make  such 
crossing  or  crossings  as  may  be  necessary  to 
give  access  to  such  land." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  25. 

Buchanan 

Harris 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick 

Heko 

Steward 

Camell 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Stout 

Collins 

Maslin 

TeAo 

Crowther 

MoNab 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

Pinkerton 

Graham 

Pirani 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Russell,  G.  W 

Montgomery 

Hall-Jones 

Russell,  W.  R 
Nobs,  23. 

Newman. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Button 

Massey 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M 

Eamshaw 

McGuire 

Ward 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  J. 

WilUs. 

Houston 

Meredith 

TelUrs. 

Joyce 

Mills 

Dnncan 

Lang 

Mitchelson 
Paibs. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Foi 

, 

Against. 

Allen 

Stevens 

Duthie 

Cadmau 

Green 

McLachlan 

Hutchison,  G.            Morrison. 

Majority  for,  2. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Wherever  the  word  '  Minister '  appears 
in  Part  VI.  of  this  Act  the  same  shall  mean 
either  the  Minister  appointed  under  the  Land 
Act  or  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  the 
word  '  Minister '  in  the  said  Act  may  mean 
either  the  Minister  of  Lands  or  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  29. 


Buddo 

Flatman 

Joyce 

Buick 

Graham 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Camell 

Hall 

Maslin 

Carroll 

Hall-Jones 

McGowan 

Collins 

Harris 

McKenzie,  J 

Eamshaw 

Houston 

McNab 

Meredith 
Montgomery 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 

Pirani                Wilson. 
Seddon                      Tellers. 
Ward                 Duncan 
Willis                 Hogg. 

Noes,  18. 

Buchanan 
Button 
Heke 
Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey               Te  Ao. 

Mitchelson 

Newman                   Tellers. 

Russell,  W.  B.  Russell,  G.  \ 

Stout                  Smith,  G.  J. 

Paibs. 

For.                              Against. 
Cadman                       Duthie 
McLachlan                  Green 
Morrison                      Hutchison,  G. 
Reeves                        Crowther 
Stevens.                      Allen. 

Majority  for,  16. 
New  clause  read  a  second  time. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirteen  minutes  to 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  5th  October,  189i. 


First  Reading— Factories  Bill— Horowbenua  Fost- 
offlce— Land  for  Settlements  Bill— Oovemment 
Advances  to  Settlers  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Public  Works  Bill. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  brought 
up  the  following  reasons  for  insisting  upon 
certain  amendments  in  the  Factories  Bill  with 
which  the'  House  of  Representatives  had  dis- 
agreed, and  moved.  That  the  reasons  be  read, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Bouse  of  Representa- 
tives : — 

'*  Reasoks  assigned  by  the  Legislative  Council 
for  insisting  upon  their  Amendments  in  the 
Factories  Bill  with  which  the  House  of  Be- 
presentativei  have  disagreed. 

"  Section  20,  subsection  (c) :  This  amend- 
ment is  open  for  further  consideration. 

"  Section  5i,  paragraph  5  :  This  amendment 
is  open  for  further  consideration.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  di£Bcult  in  many  cases 
for  the  employer  to  cury  out  the  provision 
objected  to,  and  to  impose  a  penalty  on  the 
employer  might  lead  to  injustice. 

"  Section  54  requires  some  slight  amend- 
ment to  permit  work  to  be  commenced  at,  say, 
half-past  seven,  so  that  the  Saturday  haU- 
holiday  may  be  made  up. 

"  Section  5C :  This  amendment  was  intended 
to  meet  the  case  of  industries  carried  on  by 
means  of  a  family  in  their  own  home.    It  is 
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thought  that  in  such  cases  children  under 
fourteen  might  be  allowed,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Inspector,  to  assist  during  part  of  the 
day.  It  was  considered  impracticable  to  make 
the  amendment  more  definite,  but  this  is  open 
for  further  consideration. 

"  Section  68  :  As  soon  as  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  Shops  and  Shop-assistants 
Bill  for  the  closing  of  some  shops  on  Saturday, 
in  the  event  of  any  other  day  than  Saturday 
being  appointed  under  that  Act,  it  is  open  for 
consideration  whether  provision  should  not  be 
made  in  that  Bill  for  the  closing  of  a  shop  on 
the  same  day  as  the  factory,  instead  of  the 
closing  of  the  factory  on  the  shop-closing  day, 
when  it  is  not  Saturday.  In  the  event  of  the 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill  not  being 
passed,  this  proviso  should  be  struck  out. 

"  Section  68,  subsection  (c)  of  subsection  (8) : 
This  is  open  for  further  consideration. 

"  Section  64 :  This  clause,  which  gives  to  all 
employ^  in  a  factory  a  half-holiday,  is  con- 
sidered an  increscence  on  a  Bill  intended  to 
deal  vvith  the  working-hours  of  women  and 
young  persons  merely.  The  half-holiday  is 
generally  recognised  now  without  any  inter- 
ference of  the  Xiegislature,  and  it  is  considered 
that  legislation,  when  unnecessary,  would  pro- 
bably be  mischievous.  It  is  thought  also  that 
the  fact  that  so  many  exceptions  are  necessary 
tends  to  show  that  hardship  might  arise  from 
some  other  clans  of  factories  not  being  ex- 
empted. In  addition  to  all  this,  it  is  pointed 
out  that,  if  legislation  is  desirable,  the  Eight 
Honrs  Bill  is  the  proper  place  for  a  danse  of 
this  sort." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HOROWHENUA  POST-OFFICE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BIOQ  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  When  the  petition  of  Horowhenua 
residents  re  the  closing  of  their  post-office, 
referred  to  the  Government  by  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  on  Monday  last,  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Government,  as  the  matter  is 
one  of  urgency  ?  He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
Government  had  their  hands  full  at  the  present 
time,  with,  perhaps,  more  than  they  could 
attend  to,  but  still  he  trusted  they  would  give 
this  matter  their  consideration,  as  it  was  one 
of  very  great  urgency,  and  also  for  the  reason 
that  this  post-office  had  been  closed  under  the 
most  extraordinary  circumstances.  There  had 
been  a  post-office  in  the  district  for  twenty 
years ;  and  the  Postmistress,  having  decided  to 
leave  that  part  of  the  district  with  her  family, 
did  BO,  and  took  the  post-office  with  her.  The 
department  was  notified  of  this  fact  five 
months  ago,  and  no  action  had  been  taken  by  it. 
When  the  petition  was  under  consideration  by 
the  Committee  they  took  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Eoggard,  Chief  Clerk,  and  he  stated  it  was  now 
intended  to  close  the  post-office  at  Horowhenua, 
of  which  there  had  been  no  public  notification 
yet,  and  to  open  another  at  Heatherlea,  whither 
the  Postmistress  had  removed.  Kow,  the 
fact  was,  there  were  between  fifty  and  sixty 
residents  at  Horowhenua,  and  it  was  about 
five  miles  by  road   from   that  place  to  the 


nearest  post-office;  whereas  Heatherlea,  the 
place  to  which  the  Postmistress  had  removed, 
and  where  they  wore  going  to  open  the  new 
post-office,  was  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  a 
post-office,  and  there  were  only  three  families 
there,  one  family  of  which  consisted  of  one  man. 
The  circumstances  attending  this  matter  were 
so  unusual  that  he  felt  satisfied  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  aware  of  the  facts  they  would  not 
hesitate  for  one  instant  about  reopening  the 
post-office  at  Horowhenua,  where  it  had  been 
for  such  a  number  of  years ;  and  they  would 
hesitate  about  opening  an  office  to  accom- 
modate, in  the  aggregate,  about  six  people. 
He  did  not  blame  the  Government  in  this 
matter  at  all.  The  matter  was  reported  to 
the  department  at  the  earliest  stage,  and  the 
department  had  taken  no  action.  They  seemed 
disposed  to  allow  this  particular  person  to 
remove  this  post-office  wherever  she  liked,  on 
the  ground  that  the  remuneration  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  sort  of  pension  to  her ;  and  yet 
she  would  be  insulted  if  she  knew  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  a  pension,  for  she  held  a  run 
of  several  thousand  acres,  and  had  several 
thousand  sheep  on  it.  Failing  to  get  any 
satisfaction  from  the  department,  the  resi- 
dents, through  him,  had  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature for  some  measure  of  relief.  That  peti- 
tion had  been  referred  to  the  Government  for 
consideration.  He  was  reminded  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Swanson  that  a  large  number  of  Natives 
lived  at  Horowhenua.  That  was  true.  There 
were  three  pas  there,  and  the  postal  officials 
at  Levin,  being  wholly  European  and  not  know- 
ing the  Native  language,  had  some  difficulty  in 
distributing  the  correspondence.  The  matter 
was  one  of  urgency,  and  he  trusted  the  Go- 
vernment would  t^e  it  into  consideration  and 
reopen  this  post-office,  so  that  the  people  could 
have  the  convenience  they  had  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years,  and  that  they  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  walk  over  bad  roads,  and  probably  in 
bad  weather,  a  distance  of  five  miles,  in  order 
to  post  letters  or  the  sheep-papers,  which  had 
to  bo  forwarded  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  asked  this 
question  had  not  been  well  informed  on  the 
subject.  It  was  true  a  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented and  reported  on,  as  stated  in  the  ques- 
tion, but  that  report  had  not  been  forwarded 
from  the  Council  yet.  His  honourable  friend 
was  blaming  the  department  unnecessarily,  for 
the  department  had  not  received  that  com- 
munication from  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  said  the  department 
received  notice  five  months  ago. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
speaking  from  information  which  had  been  sup- 
plied to  him  during  the  day. 

LAND  FOB  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

On  consideration  of  reasons  by  the  House  of 
Representativrs  for  disagreeing  with  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  he 
should  be  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  Council 
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if  he  did  not  waste  time  by  going  into  leasons 
for  or  against  the  amendments.  There  was  one 
reason,  however,  upon  which  probably  there 
might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  between  the 
two  Speakers,  and  the  better  course  would  be, 
he  thought,  to  move  formally  that  the  Council 
do  not  insist  upon  their  amendments  made  in 
the  Bill,  but  refer  it  to  a  Conference  with 
the  other  House.  The  question  could  then  be 
debated  free  from  the  important  question  to 
which  he  had  referred.  The  question  of  privi- 
lege which  had  been  raised  in  another  place 
might  not  be  raised  then.  Therefore  he  would 
formally  move,  Tliat  the  Cowicil  does  tiot  imist 
on  its  armiidvients,  with  the  view  to  a  Con- 
ference being  held. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  doubted  whether 
the  course  proposed  by  the  Attorney-Qoneral 
was  the  best  one,  as  the  fact  was  that  the 
Conference  was  desired  by  those  who  had  been 
instrumental  in  making  the  amendments.  The 
only  point  he  was  in  doubt  about  wn,3  whether 
the  Hon.  Sir  Patrick  Buckley's  motion  would 
carry  out  that  intention.  Whether  the  Council 
would  say  that  it  would  not  insist  upon  its 
amendments,  with  the  view  of  having  the  ques- 
tion referred  to  a  Conference,  was  a  matter 
which  he  presumed  the  Council  must  deter- 
mine. If  the  Hon.  Sir  Patrick  Buckley  had 
simply  moved  that  the  Council  do  not  insist  on 
its  amendments,  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
could  have  been  moved. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— That  is 
what  I  meant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  desired  to  move, 
as  an  amendment,  Tliat  the  Council  do  in- 
sist on  its  amendments,  and  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  reasons 
for  so  insisting.  For  the  information  of  honour- 
able members  he  might  say  that  there  was 
really  no  question  of  any  importance,  except 
that  of  getting  a  Conference  so  that  the  differ- 
ences between  the  Houses  might  be  settled. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  guided  by  the 
result  of  the  Council's  decision  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  would 
move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the 
Attorney-General,  That  the  Council  do  insist 
on  its  amendments,  and  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed.   Ho  thought  that  would  be  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
motion  should  be  put  first  in  the  way  he  had 
moved  it,  and  then  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment  could  be  moved,  and  if  that 
amendment  were  carried  the  result  would  be  a 
Conference.  The  honourable  gentleman  oonld 
then  move  for  his  Committee,  and  not  before. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  was  the 
course  generally  adopted.  If  the  motion,  "That 
the  Council  do  not  insist  on  its  amendments," 
was  negatived,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  at  liberty  to  propose  a  Committee, 
whether  his  amendment  were  put  or  not.     The 

auestion  would  be  put  in  the  usual  way,  and 
lose  who  wished  to  vote  with  the  Hon.  Sir 
Patrick  Buckley  would  say  "  Aye,"  and  those 
Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


who  wished  to  vote  to  the  contrary  would  say 
"  No." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Council  does  not  in- 
sist on  its  amendments  in  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill." 

Motion  negatived;  and  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  Hon.  W.  Downie  Stewart,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
appointed  to  prepare  reasons  for  insisting  oa 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  in  the 
Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  what  appear* 
to  most  people  remarkable  about  this  measure 
is  the  suddenness  with  which  it  has  been 
brought  before  the  public  in  its  present  shape, 
without  giving  sufncient  time  for  public  in- 
quiry, or  for  public  opinion  to  be  expressed 
upon  the  scheme  now  brought  before  ns. 
Whatever  the  scheme  might  have  been  which 
was  vaguely  suggested  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tions, the  Bill  as  presented  in  another  place 
was  one  practically  for  unlimited  borrowing. 
There  was  no  limit  whatever  to  the  number 
of  years  during  which  money  might  be  bor- 
rowed, to  the  extent  of  one  million  and  a  half 
each  year.  It  is  true  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  nominally  limited  the  power  of  bor- 
rowing to  two  years;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
any  one  who  thinks  out  the  consequence* 
which  must  follow  action  taken  under  the 
Bill  as  it  now  stands  will  see  that  practically 
the  scheme  is  one  for  unlimited  borrowing. 
If  we  take  a  period  of  ten  years — that  would 
not  bo  a  very  long  period,  according  to  the 
views  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill — at  the 
end  of  that  time  we  should  have  sanctioned 
an  amount  of  borrowing  which,  proportionately 
to  population,  would  entail  a  burden  equiva- 
lent to  the  burden  of  the  National  Debt  upon 
the  people  of  England.  Of  course  it  has  been 
said  that,  as  in  the  case  of  loans  for  publio 
works  and  other  purposes,  there  would  be  an 
immediate  return  to  meet  the  interest  on  these 
loans  ;  but.  Sir,  there  is  an  enormous  com- 
mercial risk  and  an  enormous  commercial  re- 
sponsibility incurred  by  the  country  in  under- 
taking such  business  as  this,  and  I  say  that  in 
taking  such  a  risk  we  are  initiating  so  abso- 
lutely new  a  procedure  that  the  country  should 
be  consulted  before  it  becomes  law.  My  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Stevens,  in  speaking  yesterday, 
pointed  out  that  this  was  not  a  scheme  like 
the  French  Credit  Fancier  system,  or  any  other 
system  hitherto  adopted.  'Truly,  it  has  been 
said  that  the  money  lent  in  France  and  in 
Germany  and  elsewhere  is  lent  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Government,  Yes,  the  Government 
has  given  a  charter  to  the  Credit  Fottcier  a« 
well  as  to  the  Crfdit  liobiUer,  but  that  has 
not  prevented  both  those  institutions  from 
making  very  great  losses,  which  have  not  fallen 
on  the  Government,  but  on  their  shareholders. 
There  has  been  a  very  severe  loss  in  the  oase  of 
both  those  institutions,  especially  in  that  of 
the  Cridit  Mobilier,  and  the  shareholders,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]    Govemttient  Advance*  to    [COUNCIL.] 


Settlen  BUI. 


687 


not  the  taxpayers  of  France,  have  snfEeied  by 
these  losses.  That  makes  a  very  great  distinc- 
tion between  the  system  of  advances  on  land 
in  France  and  that  now  proposed.  It  has  been 
said,  too,  that  this  is  a  case  somewhat  parallel 
to  the  lending  of  money  in  England  to  land- 
owners for  the  purposes  of  drainage.  Bat  that, 
again,  is  a  totally  different  thing.  In  that 
case  advances  were  made  in  order  to  promote 
the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  to  carry  out 
certain  work  which  was  in  the  interests  of  all, 
but  which  in  many  cases  could  not  be  carried 
out  by  the  landowners,  who  often  had  only  a 
life-interest  in  their  properties,  which  were 
burdened  by  family  charges,  and  were  in  many 
cases  heavily  mortgaged.  The  consent  of  the 
mortgagees  was  obtained  to  permit  these  loans 
that  were  to  be  made  by  the  State  in  order  to 
do  what  it  was  considered  would  benefit  the 
coantry.  That  was  a  totally  different  thing 
from  the  proposal  to  find  money  on  exceptional 
conditions,  as  in  this  case.  The  amount  to  be 
lent  in  that  case  was  nothing  like  half  of  the 
value  of  the  property.  The  money  was  all  to  be 
repaid  within  twenty-five  years,  and  entailed 
annual  payments  by  the  borrower  of  7  per 
«ent. :  and  this  in  a  country  where  the  State 
borrowed  at  8  per  cent.  I  only  make  these 
remarks  to  show  that  this  is  a  totally  new 
departure,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  precedent 
for  such  a  scheme.  It  is  said  by  some  of  the 
New  Liberals  that  it  is  our  duty  in  this  colony 
to  show  the  world  how  to  do  everything :  and 
we  arc  doing  our  best  in  the  assumption  of  that 
r6le.  I  am  afraid  that  in  many  of  our  new 
departures  we  shall  make  a  very  ugly  exhi- 
bition of  ourselves.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 
pointed  out  one  thing  that  struck  me  more 
than  anything  else  in  what  he  said.  He 
pointed  out — what  has  not  been  so  much  dwelt 
upon  before — the  want  of  equity  in  this  matter, 
seeing  that  such  a  very  large  burden  was  put 
on  the  taxpayer  at  large  for  the  benefit  of  a 
very  small  part  of  the  population.  Lej;islation 
should  be  for  the  relief  of  the  taxpayers  gene- 
rally, and  not  for  the  commercial  relief  of 
individuals  who  want  the  State  to  give  them 
money  cheaper  than  others  can  get  it.  We  all 
should  like  to  get  cheap  money,  and  it  would 
bo  a  very  good  thing,  no  doubt,  for  the  coun- 
try, but  the  pith  of  the  question  is,  whether  the 
Qovemment  are  able  to  make  money  cheap, 
and  whether  any  action  of  this  Legislature  can 
interfere  with  or  alter  the  value  of  money.  X 
say  it  cannot,  and  it  is  an  utter  fallacy  to 
suppose  it  can.  Even  in  the  very  centre  of 
the  money-market  of  the  world — that  is,  Lon- 
don— I  question  if  the  Qovemment  could  do 
anything  to  lessen  the  value  of  money,  and 
to  make  money  cheap.  It  has  been  said  that 
they  can  do  so,  because  they  have  lowered  the 
late  of  interest  on  the  publio  debt  by  the  con- 
version of  the  Consols  in  England.  That  is  a 
fact;  but  the  conversion  became  possible  be- 
cause money  had  become  cheaper  m  England, 
and  it  was  by  the  force  of  economical  circum- 
stances that  money  had  become  cheaper.  The 
price  of  Consols  had  risen  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  evident  that  the  Qovemment  were 


paying  too  high  a  rate  i>f  interest.  The  publio 
credit  had  improved,  money  could  be  borrowed 
at  a  lesser  rate,  and  therefor^  Mr.  Qoschen 
was  able  to  convert.  No  doubt  the  success  of 
the  conversion  of  Consols  has  led  to  a  reduction 
of  interest  generally,  because  it  was  a  proof 
that  money  had  become  cheaper.  But  money 
cannot  be  made  cheaper  by  Act  of  Parliament ; 
and,  if  it  cannot  be  done  in  London,  does  any 
one  suppose  that  in  a  young  country  like  this, 
which  has  no  accumulated  capital,  which  has 
been  borrowing  money  for  every  purpose — can 
one  suppose  that  we  con  stem  the  ebb  or  flow 
of  the  commercial  tide ;  that  our  little  broom 
can  sweep  back  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic? 
This  Bill  will  do  more  to  raise  the  price  of 
money  than  to  decrease  it  in  New  Zealand, 
because  we  cannot  undertake  a  system  of  bor- 
rowing, and  raise  for  that  purpose  large  sums 
of  money  in  the  London  market,  whether 
directly  or  indirectly,  without  affecting  the 
whole  of  our  securities.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  whole  of  our  securities  are  at  an  ab- 
normally high  price  now.  That  is  because, 
we  stopped  borrowing,  because  we  proclaimed- 
that  we  intended  to  adhere  to  this  policy ;  and 
when  it  was  understood  in  England  that  New 
Zealand  had  stopped  borrowing,  and  bad  an- 
nounced its  intention  not  to  borrow  for  a  long 
time  to  come,  the  value  of  our  securities  went 
up  at  once.  If,  however,  we  issue  debentures 
and  float  paper  to  the  extent  of  many  millions 
for  the  purpose  of  lending  money,  is  it  to  be 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  our  securities 
will  remain  at  their  present  high  price  7  We 
shall  not  be  able  to  borrow  money  year  by  year 
at  3}  per  cent.,  or  anything  like  it ;  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  this  system  will  bring 
down  our  securities,  and  will  therefore  increase 
the  price  of  money.  It  is  only  by  means 
of  competition  that  money  becomes  cheaper. 
There  is  no  other  way  of  cheapening  it.  How 
is  it  that  money  has  come  down  in  this 
country  from  10  per  cent.,  which  many  of  us 
will  remember  was  the  price  not  so  very  long 
ago,  to  6  per  cent.  ?  It  has  come  down  in  con- 
sequence of  competition,  and  because  it  has 
been  found  possible  to  import  foreign  capiteJ. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  foreign  capital  com- 
peting for  good  securities,  and  so  iu  this  way 
the  price  of  money  is  brought  down  to  the 
lowest  rate  at  which  it  will  pay  to  send  it  to 
to  the  colony  and  incur  the  risks  of  business. 
There  are  men  of  high  standing  and  credit 
interested  in  this  business  in  London  who  can 
borrow  money  there  just  as  cheaply  as,  or 
perhaps  more  cheaply  than,  this  colony  will  be 
able  to  borrow  it  for  this  purpose.  Therefore 
this  scheme  will  not  cheapen  money,  but  will 
place  the  burden  and  responsibility  of  com- 
mercial business  on  the  Government,  without 
doing  any  good  to  the  people  of  the  country. 
So  far  as  it  goes,  it  will  tend  to  lessen  compe- 
tition, and  thus  raise  the  rate  of  interest  to 
all  outside  the  favoured  borrowers  from  the 
State.  It  may  be  that  to  promote  a  system 
such  as  this  will  gain  a  certain  support  for 
a  time.  There  was  a  remark  made  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  on  this  bead  which  I  wish  to 
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refer  to.  He  said  that  this  was  a  great  step 
in  State  socialism,  and  that  lie  highly  approved 
of  State  socialism,  and  he  also  approved  of 
paper  money,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  was  only  a  sort  of  accommodation, 
and  that  if  we  had  paper  money  we  could 
pay  all  our  debts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— Not  all  our  debts; 
but  we  could  assist  the  farmers  without  going 
on  the  Tiondon  market. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  think,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  pay  as  much 
attention  to  the  history  of  what  has  been  at- 
tempted in  different  countries  with  paper 
money,  and  of  what  has  been  the  result  of 
those  attempts,  as  he  pays  to  those  curious 
and  interesting  dreams  of  an  advanced  State 
socialism  in  the  future,  he  would  find  that  all 
experience  proves  that  paper  money  leads  to 
ruin  and  repudiation.  However,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  paper 
money  now.  I  will  only  say,  in  reference  to 
all  these  schemes  of  so-called  State  socialism, 
— schemes  for  making  the  Government  under- 
take what  it  is  the  business  of  individuals  or  of 
societies  to  undertake, — that  all  these  schemes 
are  tending  towards  a  system  of  slavery,  and 
nothing  el.se— a  system  under  which  every 
individual  interest  and  every  social  interest 
will  be  hampered,  where  freedom  will  be  un- 
Icnown,  and  by  which  all  men  will  be  brought 
to  one  level,  the  level  of  slaves.  It  is  strange 
that  so  often  vehement  democratic  agitators 
have  leant  on  the  one  hand  towards  autocracy 
and  on  the  other  towards  slavery.  There 
was  a  curious  instance  some  two  hundred 
years  ago  of  the  latter  tendency.  That  cele- 
brated and  fierce  Republican,  Fletcher  of  Sal- 
toun,  a  man  who  was  very  stern  and  dour 
in  defending  his  own  liberty,  while  taking,  I 
think,  very  little  care  for  the  liberty  of  others, 
or  even  for  their  lives,  proposed  deliberately,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  vagrants  in  Scotland, 
who,  perhaps,  numbered  two  hundred  thou- 
sand, that  they  should  bo  distributed  amongst 
the  different  landowners  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  their  estates  —  not  as  slaves  —  he 
would  make  the  use  of  the  word  "  slave  "  penal 
— but  they  were  to  be  servants  of  the  land- 
owners, to  be  subject  to  compulsory  labour, 
to  be  hereditary  servants ;  and  the  owner  of 
the  land  might  alienate  the  services  of  their 
children — that  is,  sell  them.  That  was  the 
scheme  of  a  man  of  very  advanced  ideas  in 
his  time.  The  honourable  gentleman,  as  I 
understood  him,  said  that  the  money  which 
was  liberated  from  mortgages  by  advances 
under  this  Bill  would  go  into  manufactures. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.  — Either  one  of  two 
things.  Either  it  would  be  invested  in  some 
form  of  industrial  enterprise  or  it  would  leave 
the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  do  not  think  any 
of  that  money  would  bo  devoted  to  manufac- 
tures in  New  Zealand  at  present.  Manufac- 
tures and  all  industrial  pursuits  have  been 
pretty  well  fettered  and  handicapped  now,  and 
I  do  not  think  any  one  will  put  money  into 
them.  The  tendency,  unfortunately,  is  to  try 
Bo7t.  Mr.  Bowen 


to  withdraw  money  so  invested.  The  money 
will  find  its  way  back  to  England;  there  is 
very  little  doubt  about  that.  X  alluded  jost 
now  to  paper  money.  The  Government  do  not 
propose,  I  hope,  to  go  as  far  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  like,  but  there  is  a  cer- 
tain instalment  of  what  he  wishes  in  this  Bill, 
because  the  land-bonds  are  distinctly  a  form 
of  paper  money;  and  if  there  is  any  system 
that  would  be  more  certain  to  reduce  the  value 
of  our  securities  in  London  it  would  be  the 
irregular  but  gradually -increasing  supply  of 
these  land  -  bonds  finding  their  way  through 
the  banks  into  the  London  market  without 
any  proclamation  of  borrowing,  or  any  definite 
limitation  as  to  quantity  or  time  of  issue.  I 
cannot  conceive  any  scheme  which  would  more 
certainly  depreciate  our  securities.  However, 
I  have  a  good  deal  of  doubt  as  to  how  far,  if  this 
scheme  be  tried,  those  land -bonds  could  be 
issued  and  negotiated.  But  they  are  provided 
for  in  the  Bill,  and  we  must  consider  what  the 
effect  would  he  if  they  were  relied  on  as  aids 
to  revenue.  In  any  case,  the  whole  question 
ought  to  be  fairly  considered  by  the  country ; 
and  I  think  the  Government  themselves  ought 
to  weigh  more  carefully  the  details  of  their 
Bill,  when  they  are  initiating  an  absolutely 
new  system,  and  proposing  to  plunge  the 
country  into  such  large  indebtedness.  I  tun 
quite  sure  no  members  of  the  Legislature, 
when  they  came  to  Wellington  this  year,  hod 
the  least  conception  that  such  a  largo  schema 
would  be  put  before  us.  I  hope  that  this 
que.stion  will  be  relegated  now  to  a  later  period, 
and  that  the  country  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  opinion  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  said  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  make  money  cheap.  I 
aqreo  with  him  with  regard  to  that — that  the 
Government  cannot  make  cheap  money.  That 
article,  like  other  commodities,  is  governed  by 
the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  But  the  Go- 
vernment, representing  the  colony,  can  borrow 
much  cheaper  than  individuals  can  borrow. 
The  Government  in  that  way  can  certainly 
make  it  cheaper  for  the  smaller  borrowers 
in  the  country :  that  is,  small  borrowers  can, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Government,  obtain 
money  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  otherwise 
could  get  it.  That  is  exactly  what  has  hap- 
pened with  regard  to  supply  and  co-operative 
companies.  The  small  purchasers  of  goods 
cannot  buy  cheaply ;  but  when  the  small  pur- 
chasers join  together,  and  form  themselves 
into  a  society,  they  can  buy  at  wholesale 
prices,  and  distribute  the  goods  in  small 
amounts  at  nearly  wholesale  prices.  That  ia, 
I  think,  what  will  be  done  under  this  Bill. 
The  Government,  acting  as  the  agent  of  the 
people,  will  obtain  money  in  the  cheapest 
market,  and  supply  it  to  the  smaller  borrower 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
a  matter  of  any  consequence  whatever  whether 
it  is  called  Stato  socialism  or  not.  Of  course 
it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  what  State  socialism 
is.  To  some  minds,  many  functions  which  are 
now  carried  on  by  the  Government  are  State 
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socialism,  and,  if  that  is  so,  this  is  State 
socialism  also,  because  it  is  simply  an  exten- 
sion of  the  functions  which  the  Government 
at  present  perform.  The  only  question,  to 
my  mind,  is  whether  tlie  measure  as  it  stands 
will  operate  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  the 
colony.  Of  course,  that  is  open  to  argument. 
I  do  not  state  dogmatically  that  it  will  work 
for  the  good  of  the  people  of  the  colony.  I 
say  that  is  a  subject  for  the  people  of  the 
colony  to  consider.  I  think,  myself,  it  will  do 
some  good  if  properly  administered.  It  is  not 
altogether  new  even  in  this  colony.  I  recol- 
lect that  some  years  ago  Titokowaru's  raid 
along  the  west  coast  of  the  North  Island  pro- 
duced great  disorganization  and  loss  to  the 
settlers  in  the  Fatea  district.  After  that  war 
vras  over  I  had  the  honour  to  introduce  into 
the  Legislature  a  Bill  to  enable  £10,000  to  be 
advanced  to  these  settlors  in  order  to  reinstate 
them  in  something  like  their  former  position 
on  their  farms.  That  measure  was  exactly  on 
these  lines.  The  Government  advanced  the 
money  to  the  settlers  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
they  could  otherwise  have  obtained  it,  and 
were  content  to  be  repaid  the  actual  amount. 
I  think  the  interest  at  that  time  was  fixed  at 
5  per  cent.,  with  a  sinking  fund  of  2  per  cent. 
The  settlers  were  restored  to  their  farms ;  the 
money  so  advanced  was  paid  ofi,  and  not  a 
penny  was  lost  on  the  transaction. 

An  Hon.  Member. — A  special  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— It  was  applied  in 
that  case  without  any  loss  to  the  country,  and 
with  great  advantage  to  that  district.  It  appears 
to  my  mind  that  cheap  money,  if  it  can  be  got, 
will  bo  nothing  but  an  advantage  to  the  colony, 
because  cheap  money  means  cheap  production. 
It  means  a  greater  expansion  of  trade  in  every 
direction,  and  therefore  it  must  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  colony.  It  was  said  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  that  the  present  is  a  wrong  time 
to  introduce  anything  of  this  sort,  because  it 
is  a  time  of  great  depression ;  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  instanced  the  low  prices  of 
many  of  our  staple  products,  such  as  wheat 
and  other  articles  of  that  character.  He  said 
there  was  a  loss  to  the  people  of  the  colony 
of  some  £400,000,  after  deducting  from  it  the 
rise  in  other  products.  That  may  be  true ;  but 
still  he  did  net  give  credit  for  the  advantages 
received  from  cheap  food,  so  that,  even  if  there 
was  a  loss  of  £400,000  or  £000,000  by  low  prices 
of  exports,  the  people  of  the  colony  reaped  the 
advantage  of  cheap  prices  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  by  buying  imported  goods  cheaper.  The 
loss  is  therefore  made  up  in  that  direction.  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  took  rather 
a  gloomy  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  this 
colony.  It  may  be  as  he  said  in  the  South 
Island,  where  they  largely  depend  on  the  pro- 
duction of  wheat  and  on  shipping  that  article  to 
the  Home  markets ;  but  that  does  not  apply  to 
the  North  Island.  If  the  production  of  wheat 
is  not  paying— and  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  pay 
the  individual  or  the  colony  to  ship  wheat  to 
London  and  receive  then  only  2s.  a  bushel — I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  the  wheat-pro- 
ducers to  turn  their  attention  to  other  indus- 


tries of  a  more  productive  character.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  North  Island,  I  find  that  in 
our  district — in  fact,  all  down  the  West  Coast 
—where  dairying  is  in  operation,  there  is  no 
depression  whatever.  The  dairy  farmers  are 
in  a  state  of  prosperity.  We  cannot  realise  the 
gloomy  views  which  come  from  the  South 
Island.  I  will  give  an  instance  of  what  has 
happened  there  with  regard  to  dairy  factories. 
I  know  a  case  where  a  co-operative  society  of 
farmers  was  formed  two  years  ago.  They  fur- 
nished no  capital ;  they  simply  gave  their  names 
to  a  banking  institution  and  got  what  capital 
they  required  at  7  to  8  per  cent. ;  they  built  a 
dairy  factory,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
they  have  received  3d.  per  gallon  for  their 
milk,  and  have  paid  off  nearly  the  whole 
of  tho  borrowed  money.  Now  their  factory 
is  free,  and  they  will  receive  the  total  re- 
sults of  that  industry  during  the  next  season, 
which  will  probably  equal  4d.  per  gallon.  That 
shows  that  what  the  colony  was  losing  on  the 
one  hand  by  the  production  of  wheat  it 
was  gaining  on  the  other  band  by  the  dairy 
indasCry.  That  industry  therefore  should  be 
encouraged  as  much  as  possible.  In  Taranaki 
alone  two  hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of 
butter  was  exported  last  year,  and  that  amount 
would  have  been  doubled  if  the  roods  admitted 
of  the  farmers  getting  their  produce  to  the 
market  readily.  In  that  way  there  is  a  great 
opening  for  the  future  of  this  colony,  if  propeit 
provision  is  made  for  the  opening-up  of  the 
country  by  roods.  It  was  said  that  this  was 
not  a  time  for  initiating  such  a  scheme;  but 
we  know  very  well  that  it  is  in  times  of  depres- 
sion, and  especially  in  times  of  panic,  that 
money  ought  to  be  most  freely  advanced  on 
good  security.  That  is  an  axiom  recognised 
by  all  financiers.  I  think,  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs  in  the  colony,  these  advances,  if 
mode  by  the  Government,  would  be  bene- 
ficial. Then,  the  question  arises  that  it  will 
cause  a  "  boom  "  in  tho  price  of  land.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
What  raises  the  price  of  land  is  a  rise  in 
the  price  of  produce.  Whenever  a  high 
price  is  got  for  wool  or  butter  the  tendency 
is  for  the  value  of  land  to  rise  in  the  market. 
Of  course,  "  booms "  may-  bring  about  an 
artificial  price  for  land,  but  that  can  only 
last  for  a  short  time,  and  then  the  depres- 
sion is  greater  than  ever.  But  where  there  is. 
a  rise  in  the  price  of  produce  the  value  of 
land  rises  steadily,  and  will  continue  to  rise 
within  certain  bounds.  Now,  with  rcspeot  to 
this  dairy  industry  in  Taranaki,  I  can  give 
another  instance  of  tho  benefits  which  have 
been  brought  about  by  it :  I  need  only  state 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of 
this  industry,  in  one  district  the  selling  price  of 
land  has  mcreased  from  £1  to  £2  per  acre. 
Farmers  can  get  a  steady  income  month  by 
month,  and  therefore  they  will  give  a  higher 
price  for  the  land  to  extend  their  operations. 
The  question  then  arises.  To  whom  should  we 
lend  the  money  ?  Well,  I  think  it  should,  in- 
tho  first  place,  be  almost  entirely  confined  to 
country  properties,  because  the  securities  are- 
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greater  there :  the  land,  with  its  improve- 
ments, cannot  be  done  away  with.  There 
may  be  artificial  prices  affixed  to  it  at  times 
beyond  its  real  value,  but  that  it  would  be 
the  business  of  the  valuer  to  correct.  But  if 
the  money  were  largely  lent  on  property  of 
a  perishable  nature,  such  as  buildings  and 
manufactories,  the  risk  would  be  greater.  To 
mj  mind,  there  would  be  a  very  great  risk 
in  lending  on  property  such  as  manufacturing 
-establishments  or  dwelling-houses,  or  property 
■of  that  sort,  because  such  property  depreciates 
immeusoly ;  and,  with  regard  to  manufactories, 
the  value  depends  not  on  the  machinery  and 
buildings,  but  on  the  ability  of  tho  man  who 
has  these  inj  charge.  One  man  may  make  a 
good  profit,  and  if  the  business  gets  into  the 
hands  of  another  man  a  loss  may  be  incurred. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  money  which  would 
be  released  if  the  Government  competed  with 
private  lenders,  of  course  the  money  so  re- 
leased could  be  invested  on  other  properties. 
The  Government  would  have  the  pick  of  the 
best  securities ;  and  the  private  lenders,  who 
are  said  to  be  more  skilful  than  Government 
-departments  in  financial  management,  could 
lend  on  town  properties  and  on  second-class 
securities,  or  to  tho  larger  borrowers.  The 
amount  of  £1,500,000  is  small  compared  with 
£30,000,000  already  lent  on  private  properties, 
which  amount  is  constantly  increasing.  If  the 
oolony  is  to  progress,  if  our  waste  lands  are  to 
be  profitably  settled  in  small  holdings,  money 
must  be  found  to  aid  our  small  hard-working 
settlers  in  permanently  and  profitably  esta- 
blishing homes  on  lands  which  are  now  un- 
productive. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEE.— Sir,  I  had  not 
the  advantage  of  being  present  last  night  and 
listening  to  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
which  I  very  much  regret,  and  perhaps  in  the 
very  few  remarks  I  shall  e[ddress  to  the  Council 
I  may  repeat  something  he  said  ;  but  as  my 
remarks  shall  be  very  few  indeed  I  do  not  think 
that  I  shall  call  on  the  patience  of  honourable 
members  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  can 
afford.  It  is  claimed  that  this  Bill  is  one  of 
the  policy  measures  of  the  Government,  and 
that  tho  country  was  promised  at  the  last 
general  election  a  scheme  for  the  relief  of 
farmers  in  the  shape  of  lending  them  cheap 
money.  That  is  partly  true.  Some  mention 
was  undoubtedly  made  by  some  candidates  of 
such  a  proposal ;  but  there  was  nothing  more 
fully  stated  and  nothing  more  firmly  establiiihed 
as  the  result  of  the  general  election  than  that 
tho  country  was  averse  from  borrowing.  A  clear 
majority  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  elected  as  opposed  to  any  scheme 
for  increasing  our  indebtedness.  It  is  also 
-claimed  that  this  kind  of  borrowing  is  not  like 
ordinary  borrowing;  that  borrowing  for  the 
purpose  of  lending  the  money  so  borrowed  on 
good  security,  either  freehold  or  leasehold,  can- 
not be  considered  to  be  borrowing  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense  of  tho  word.  The  same  argument 
has  been  used  for  years  past.  Kver  since  the 
establifchment  of  the  public-works  scheme  in 
this  colony  it  has  been  pointed  out  again  and 
IToji.  Mr.  Kelly 


again  to  the  objectors  to  our  large  indebtedness 
that  our  loans  have  not  been  spent,  as  most 
loans  have  been,  for  the  purpose  of  war  and 
for  the  purposes  of  destruction,  but  that  the 
money  has  been  spent  on  reproductive  works, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  danger  in  increasing 
our  indebtedness.  Now,  if  that  were  a  com- 
plete statement  of  the  case,  that  would  to  » 
very  great  extent  be  an  answer  to  those 
who  object  to  our  still  borrowing.  But  what 
is  the  foot?  That  we  were  promised  at  the 
initiation  of  the  public-works  policy  that  the 
railways  built  by  means  of  the  money  borrowed 
would  pay  for  themselves  and  interest,  and 
that  tho  colony  would  not  be  called  upon  at 
all,  or  to  a  very  slight  extent,  to  fumish  from 
revenue  the  interest  on  those  loans.  We  know 
that  expectation  has  proved  to  bo  a  false  one  ; 
we  know  it  is  entirely  fallacious,  and  that  in 
no  one  year  since  the  publi'5-works  policy  waa 
adopted  have  the  railways  or  other  works  paid 
interest.  And  It  is  not  very  difficult  to  predict 
a  similar  fate  for  the  scheme  that  is  before 
us.  The  scheme  seems  to  be  this :  that  we 
should  borrow  on  our  credit  at  Home,  at  a  rate 
below  4  per  cent.,  probably  SJ,  or  even  below, 
and  should  advance  the  money  at  5  per  cent, 
to  those  who  may  need  it,  and  possibly  make 
a  profit  for  ourselves  in  aid  of  revenue.  Now, 
Sir,  a  margin  of  1}  per  cent,  will  surely  be 
insufficient.  Ijeuding  companies  have  existed 
among  us  for  many  years,  and  the  rate  at 
which  they  lend  in  nearly  every  case  exceeds 
the  rate  at  which  they  borrow  by  more  than  1 J ; 
and  yet  what  has  been  their  fate  ?  It  is  a  long 
tsJe  of  failure.  We  have  lately  seen  company 
after  company  withdrawing  funds  from  the 
colony  because  of  want  of  success.  Every  one 
of  us  could  find  quite  readily  the  names  of  com- 
panies which  lubve  recently  become  bankrupt 
through  failing  in  that  very  business  which  it 
is  now  proposed  the  colony  should  undertake  ; 
and  many  others  have  failed  entirely  to  make 
such  a  profit  as  would  justify  the  establishment 
of  other  companies  on  similar  lines.  The  ex- 
penses of  administration  will  not  be  more  than 
paid  by  the  difference  between  the  borrowing 
and  lending  rates,  to  say  nothing  of  the  possi- 
bility— nay,  tho  certaint}- — of  losses.  There  is 
certainly  provision  for  setting  aside  10  per  cent. 
of  the  interest  for  an  Insurance  Fund  ;  but  who 
can  believe  that  10  per  cent,  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  these  losses  ?  No  person  who  has  any 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  history  of  such  busi- 
nesses in  the  past  in  Now  Zealand  will  believe 
that  that  amount  will  be  a.dequate.  Then, 
these  businesses  have  boon  carried  on  by  per- 
sons who  are  far  more  expert  than  a  Govern- 
ment department  can  be  expected  to  be.  Not 
only  have  valuations  been  obtained  by  persons 
to  the  utmost  degree  competent ;  but  even  iix 
cases  of  individual  lenders  who  have  carefully 
examined  every  security  which  hns  been  offered 
to  them,  and  which  they  thought  worthy  of 
examination — have  examined  those  securities  in 
every  aspect,  have  visited  them  personally,  and 
have  calculated  the  prospective  values  in  the 
neighbourhood  —  notwithstanding  all  the  care 
lavished,  the  result  has  been  very  frequently. 
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«s  all  of  us  know,  tftat  the  individual  lender 
has  lost ;  and  the  game  loss  hoa  also  been  re- 
marked in  the  case  of  lending  companies.  I 
know  myself  a  few  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine 
had  to  pay  several  thousands  of  pounds  because, 
as  trustee,  he  had  oonaented  to  the  lending 
of  a  aum  of  money  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  himself  and  his  co-trustees.  He  lent  that 
money,  as  the  Court  held,  without  sufficient 
examination  having  been  made,  although  I 
know  personally  that  no  fewer  than  three  well- 
known  valuers  had  reported  in  favour  of  the 
money  being  lent,  and  that  the  value  was  quite 
sufficient.  If  these  are  the  results  of  the 
doings  of  private  lenders  in  this  respect,  I 
would  ask,  can  we  hope  for  any  better  re- 
sult from  a  Government  department  managing 
such  a  concern  ?  We  know  that  Govern- 
ment departments  are  not  managed  with  the 
same  care  and  attention,  not  to  say  the  same 
knowledge,  as  private  undertakings  are.  It  is 
also  held  out  to  us  that  the  need  for  this  mea- 
sure is  very  great — that  the  farmers  are  now 
oppressed  by  the  high  rates  which  prevail.  No 
doubt,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  markets 
for  our  produce,  that  is  true  to  some  extent. 
But  it  is  not  true  as  a  result  of  any  scarcity 
of  money  to  be  got  on  good  securities  in  the 
country.  The  rate  of  interest,  as  every  one  of 
us  knows  full  well,  has  lessened  year  by  year. 
As  was  pointed  out  by  the  previous  speaker, 
the  race  when  he  came  to  the  colony  was  10 
per  cent. ;  it  went  to  8  per  cent.,  which  was 
the  established  rate  of  interest  allowed  by  the 
Courts  for  years ;  then  it  went  to  7,  then  to  6, 
and  it  is  within  my  knowledge  that  money  has 
been  borrowed  lately  as  low  as  5}  per  cent.  If 
it  is  the  tendency,  as  everybody  knows  it  is, 
not  only  in  Kew  Zealand,  but  all  over  the 
world,  for  the  price  of  money  to  lessen,  ought 
we  not  to  forbear  any  interference  in  a  matter 
so  dangerous  to  the  State  ?  I  have  not  a  doubt 
myself  tiiat  in  the  course  of  twenty  years 
hence  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  even  2  per 
cent,  for  money  lent.  I  think  no  case  at  all  has 
been  made  out  for  the  Government  interference, 
and  that  the  colony  will  be  undertaking  a 
very  great  risk,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
give  its  sanction  to  this  proposal.  Then,  an- 
other danger  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
is  that  the  Government  will  gradually  become 
the  national  creditor.  This  I  regard  as  a  very 
great  danger.  I  will  not  mention  the  political 
danger  of  having  a  Government  in  power  which 
has  almost  the  lives  of  the  people  in  their 
hands,  and  controls  the  management  of  affairs 
which  will  arise  under  the  set  of  circumstances 
which  are  contemplated  by  this  Bill,  although 
there  is  conceivably  very  considerable  danger 
from  that  side ;  but  ths  danger  to  the  Stote 
from  undertaking  such  a  business  as  this  is 
that,  OS  it  goes  on  increasing,  in  the  coarse 
of  years  it  will  establish  a  number  of  debtors 
in  the  colony  amply  sufficient  to  affect  elec- 
tions, and,  through  elections,  legislation.  If 
the  debts  are  not  repudiated,  which  there  is  a 
possibility  of— if  the  debts  are  not  repudiated 
the  state  of  things  which  will  arise  in  New 
Zealand  will  resemble  that  which    arose  in 


Egypt  when  Pharaoh  took  advantage  of  th» 
seasons  of  scarcity  in  such  a  way  that  the 
whole  of  Egypt  became  his  property.  Well, 
Sir,  the  answer  to  that,  no  doubt,  will  be 
that  if  the  State  owns  the  property  it  will  be 
a  very  proper  proceeding,  and  that  the  State — 
as,  I  understand  from  the  newspaper  this  morn- 
ing, the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  informed  the  Council — 
ought  to  extend  its  operations  in  this  way,  and 
that  an  increase  of  State  interference  in  every 
department  should  be  encouraged  rather  than 
discouraged.  Sir,  I  am  glad  indeed  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  the  avowal  which 
I  understand  he  did  make — namely,  that  he 
viewed  everything  from  the  standpoint  of  a  State 
socialist.  With  that  knowledge,  we  con  under- 
stand the  arguments  which  in  future  may  be 
advanced  by  him.  Well,  I  for  my  own  part  am 
an  individualist.  I  think  that  the  Empire  to 
which  we  belong  has  become  great  because  of 
individualism,  because  of  the  free  course  al- 
lowed to  personal  energies  and  to  individual 
initiative ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  sad  day,  a 
day  of  deoadenoe,  when  State  socialism  which 
is  now  advocated  is  adopted  as  our  policy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  We  all 
see  that  this  is  an  exceedingly  important  Bill. 
I  can  understand  very  weU  that  such  an  im- 
portant Bill  as  this,  coming  for  the  first  time 
before  Parliament, — though  it  has  been  before 
the  country  in  its  essence, — should  be  received 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  caution  by  both 
Houses.  Before  speaking  on  the  Bill,  and  what 
I  think  are  the  advantages  which  it  holds 
out,  I  wish  to  refer  to  what  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Stevens  put  before  the  House  yestec-i 
day  in  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  very  care- 
fully prepared  speech.  Sir,  he  commenced 
that  speech  by  showing  what  an  enormous 
amount  Parliament  and  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  raise  this  year  by  way  of  loans,  and 
he  added  to  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand's 
two  millions.  Now,  I  can  quite  understand 
that  that  is  a  matter  that  requires  to  bo  taken 
into  consideration.  But',  Sir,  that  was  a  ne- 
cessity to  avert  a  dire  calamity.  There  is  no 
man  that  I  know  of  who  would  say  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  let  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  go  down  than  to  do  as  we  did. 
Therefore  I  think  that  that  should  be  left  out 
of  the  calculation  of  what  has  been  undertaken 
in  the  shape  of  loans,  as  it  was  a  necessity. 
But  we  have  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
£250,000 ;  the  Consols  Bill,  £500,000 ;  possibly 
£611,000  for  the  Midland  liailway;  besides 
this  Bill  of  £3,000,000.  Now,  my  honourable 
friend,  in  order  to  impress  on  us  the  neces- 
sity for  caution  and  prudence,  drew  a  very 
gloomy  picture.  My  honourable  friend  says, 
"  Hear,  hear."  Now,  I  say  that,  while  it  is  true 
that  caution  and  prudence  are  great  virtues, 
pessimism  is  not  a  virtue — it  is  not  good  ;  and 
my  honourable  friend,  I  think,  has  shown  a 
very  decided  leaning  towards  pessimism,  and 
I  think  that  is  not  the  best  frame  of  mind  for 
a  legislator  to  approach  important  questions 
in.  He  said  that  in  the  wildest  days  of  the 
colony  we  were  never  so  rash  as  this— that 
formerly  we  had  the  world  before  us,  but  that 
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vie  have  not  got  it  now ;  and  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  many  people  think  all  we  have  to 
do  is  to  get  money  from  somewhere,  and  leave 
the  rest  to  posterity.  I  think  I  am  not  mis- 
representing what  the  honourable  gentleman 
said.  But,  Sir,  my  honourable  friend  forgets 
that  the  huge  loans  of  which  he  speaks  were 
borrowed  in  lumps  of  three,  four,  and  five 
millions.  Docs  he  forget  that  in  our  youth, 
when  he  says  we  had  so  much  strength  and 
vigour,  we  never  paid  our  way  ?  Does  he  forget 
that  in  1878  the  Land  Fund  of  Canterbury  and 
Otago  was  taken  for  the  colony,  and  that  we 
never  bad  a  surplus  except  in  that  year — that 
we  always  had  deficits  —  that  those  deficits 
were  met  by  Treasury  bills — and  that  in  1879 
-or  1880  this  young  and  vigorous  colony  funded 
one  million  eight  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds'  worth  of  deficiency  bills  and 
added  them  to  the  public  debt?  Those  were 
the  times  when  we  were  vigorous  and  reck- 
less ;  hue  we  did  not  meet  our  engagements  by 
putting  on  taxation  and  living  economically ; 
and.  Sir,  when  the  Administration  of  1860 
came  in  there  was  more  borrowing,  and  at  the 
-end  of  that  Administration  there  was  again  a 
deficit.  Another  Ministry  came  in  in  1884, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  Administration  there 
was  another  deficit.  Again,  the  next  Slinis- 
try  —  X  am  not  speaking  in  a  party  spirit 
at  all,  I  am  merely  giving  the  history  of 
our  financial  management  and  condition — the 
next  Ministry,  having  considered  the  dangerous 
position  arising  from  these  constant  deficits, 
decided  that  there  should  be  economy  and  re- 
trenchment and  the  necessary  taxation,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  there  was  economy 
and  retrenchment,  and  a  very  largo  increase  of 
taxation.  That  Ministry  acted  in  accordance 
with  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
who  were  becoming  wiser  than  they  were  during 
ibe  time  when  the  colony  was  so  vigorous 
and  young,  and  they  left  the  colony  in  a  com- 
paratively good  state,  financially.  Since  that 
time  this  comparatively  old  people,  who  have 
not  the  vigour  of  youth,  have  always  had  a 
surplus ;  and  during  the  last  year,  ending  on  the 
.Slst  of  March,  notwithstanding  that  wo  had 
put  £250,000  of  the  consolidated  revenue  into 
the  Public  Works  Fund,  we  had  a  surplus  of 
£290,000.  That  is  what  has  been  done  in 
the  comparative  maturity  of  age ;  and  I  say 
we  are  now  better  able  to  estimate  the  errors 
of  the  past  than  we  were  in  the  days  of  our 
youth,  and,  if  wo  are  now  about  to  bring  in 
'this  Bill  for  cheap  money,  for  what  we  con- 
sider to  be  the  advantage  of  the  country,  I 
say  we  do  it  in  the  light  of  the  experience 
we  have  gained — experience  which,  I  venture 
to  say,  has  been  very  painful  to  most  of  the 
people  of  the  colony,  but  it  is  experience  we 
may  safely  rely  upon.  Now,  my  honourable 
friend  pointed  out  that  our  position  was  very 
different  now  from  what  it  was  in  the  past, 
and  from  what  it  was  two  years  ago,  in  1891 ; 
and  he  thought  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  pause, 
because  our  exports  wore  decreasing  in  value. 
Kow,  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  value  of  our 
■wool  has  decreased,  but  it  is  also  true  that 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 


the  quantity  we  have  sent  out  of  the  country 
has  increased,  and  increased  enormously.  In 
1891  we  sent  out  106,000,0001b. ;  in  1893  we 
sent  out  109,000,0001b.  odd,  the  difference 
showing  an  increase  of  3,532,0001b.  Does 
not  that  increase  in  quantity  show  that  the 
colony  is  progressing?  Although  we  cannot 
command  the  world  to  give  the  prices  for 
wool  that  were  given  formerly,  do  not  those 
figures  show  that  the  colony  is  sound,  that  it 
is  stable,  and  is  progressing  in  its  commercial 
prosperity?  You  might  as  well  say  that 
America  was  going  down  because  it  only  gets 
ttvo-third«,  or  not  so  much,  of  the  value  that 
it  formerly  got  for  the  enormous  quantity  of 
grain  it  exports  to  England.  We  must  not 
say  that  the  colony  is  going  down,  or  that  the 
people  of  the  colony  should  dread  a  measure 
that  is  good  in  itself,  because  prices  in  Londoix 
are  less  than  they  were.  I  should  have  ex- 
pected my  honourable  friend,  when  speaking 
about  values  having  fallen,  to  have  said  that 
though  values  had  fallen  the  increase  in  the 
export  had  been  very  considerable,  and  also 
to  have  said  that  the  number  of  sheep  in 
the  colony  had  increased  very  largely  —  by 
1,252,000.'  I  should  also  have  wished  liim  to 
let  it  go  forth  to  the  world — because  what  he 
said  no  doubt  will  be  read,  for  it  was  a  carefully- 
prepared  speech — I  should  have  liked  him  to 
show  that  the  quantity  of  cattle  during  the 
lost  two  years  has  increased  in  numbers  by 
53,000.  All  these  things  are  evidences  of  our 
increasing  prosperity,  and  if  we.  Sir,  had  got 
the  same  prices  for  our  produce  that  we  ob- 
tained some  years  ago  the  colony  would  have 
been  in  a  most  splendid  position;  and  I  am 
only  astonished  that,  nocwithstonding  the  bod 
harvest  in  the  South,  notwithstanding  the  low 
price  of  wool — and  not  only  am  I  astonished, 
but  thankful  beyond  measure  to  know  it  — 
tho  people  of  the  colony  have  been  able  to 
surmount  their  difficulties,  and  have  been  able 
to  go  on  advancing  as  we  have  done  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  My  honourable 
friend  spoke  of  a  better  plan  for  raising  money 
than  this ;  and  here  I  will  come  to  the  merits 
of  the  Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  spoke 
of  loan  companies,  which  be  stated  that  our 
legislation  had  brought  into  existence  in  the 
year  1885. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — I  did  not  say 
anything  about  loan  companies  being  brought 
into  existence  by  the  Mortgage  Debentures  Act. 
Tho  Act  was  introduced  to  facilitate  the  opera- 
tions of  the  loan  companies,  not  to  establish 
them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am 
aware  of  that.  Sir.  It  was  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  syndicates  or  companies,  and  to 
grant  to  these  companies  the  value  of  tho 
Begistrar-General's  certificate.  All  these  secu- 
rities were  to  be  registered  in  his  office,  and 
he  was  to  give  a  certificate  concerning  those 
securities  after  a  careful  survey,  and  the  com- 
panies could  then  issue  debentures  in  the 
London  or  any  market.  It  was  never  in- 
tended to  give  cheap  money.  Sir,  there  were 
one  or  two  remarks  made  by  the  Hon.   Mr. 
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Bowen  to  the  effect  that  this  would  tend  to 
increase  the  cost  of  money  and  the  value  of 
securities. in  London  ;  but  I  shall  not  go  into 
that  particular  aspect  of  the  question  here. 
Z  think  I  have  shown  by  the  figures  I  have 
quoted  that  the  colony,  instead  of  being  in 
a  depressed  condition,  and  not  able  to  look 
forward  to  the  future  with  some  degree  of 
hope  and  cheerfulness,  is  really  in  a  sound 
position,  and  its  condition  is  bettor  than  ever  it 
was.  It  is  sound  because  the  people  are  bring- 
ing the  land  of  the  colony  into  cultivation ;  be- 
cause the  dairy  industry  has  been  brought  into 
operation  during  the  last  few  years ;  and  because 
they  have  learned  the  groat  lesson  of  thrift, 
which  people  only  learn  when  they  are  hard 
pressed.  Now,  the  question  is,  Can  we  do  some- 
thing to  assist  the  farming  industry  of  this 
colony — can  we  help  them  to  the  money  that  is 
required  for  carrying  on  that  industry?  Can 
we  make  their  lot  less  burdensome  than  it  has 
been  in  times  past  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  say  one 
word  against  the  people  who  have  lent  money. 
They  did  just  as  a  farmer  who  sells  his  grain 
and  wool  does — they  got  what  thej  could  for 
it.  But  the  whole  thing  lies  in  a  nutshell.  The 
loan  companies  cannot  lend  money  to  farmers 
at  the  some  rate  of  interest  as  the  State  can. 
The  State  can  borrow  money  at  3^  per  cent.,  or 
thereabouts.  There  is  considerable  truth  in 
what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  said,  that  if  you  put 
a  loan  on  the  London  market  the  price  may 
fall  somewhat.  I  grant  that ;  but  we  shall  be 
able  to  raise  money,  in  my  opinion,  at  about 
8i  per  cent.,  and  it  is  proposed  to  lend  it  to 
farmers  at  5  per  cent,  upon  undoubted  security. 
Ihe  advances  are'  not  to  be  up  to  more  than 
two-thirds  upon  agricultural  land,  or  more 
than  one-balf  upon  town  and  suburban  land; 
and  J  per  cent,  for  management,  i  per  cent, 
ioi  insurance,  and  ^  per  cent,  for  mortgage 
duty  will  bring  it  up  to  5  per  cent.  Now,  no 
company  can  lend  at  or  under  5  per  cent. 
They  get  their  money,  very  largely,  by  bor- 
rowing on  debentures,  and  they  cannot  afford 
to  lend  at  5  per  cent.,  because  they  have  to 
borrow  at  4  per  cent,  or  upwards,  and  pay 
their  agents ;  and,  besides  that,  companies  will 
not  send  money  away  from  England  to  foreign 
countries  if  they  are  not  almost  certain  of 
receiving  a  considerable  advance  by  way  of  in- 
terest above  what  they  could  get  in  England  for 
it.  Government  can  here  borrow  at  3^  percent., 
and  if  they  lend  it  at  5  per  cent,  the  1}  per 
-cent,  will  provide  all  that  may  be  required  for 
machinery  for  working  the  Act.  At  present 
money  is,  I  believe,  lent  at  from  6  to  8  per  cent., 
according  to  the  security,  and  to  the  amount 
of  money  lent.  I  think  probably  the  average 
is  7  per  cent.,  because,  of  course,  the  smoJI 
borrowers  being  numerous  in  the  aggregate, 
the  amount  is  large.  However,  I  think  the 
average  is  about  7  per  cent.  If  the  farmer 
gets  money  at  2  per  cent,  lower  than  the 
rate  current  with  the  money-lenders  surely  it 
is  a  gain  to  him.  The  foot  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  gain  is  this :  that  the  country  is 
borrowing  at  3}  per  cent.,  suad  it  is  lending  to 
its  own  people,  and  thus  saving  the  difference 


between  3^  and  7  per  cent.  As  to  whether 
lending  on  a  two- thirds  valuation  leaves  too 
much  or  too  little  margin,  that  is  a  matter 
which  the  Committee  can  consider,  but  it  does 
not  touch  the  main  point.  If  this  money  is  lent 
upon  good  security,  wliioh  isprovitlod  for  in  the 
machinery,  will  it  not  be  a  great  thing  for  the 
country  as  well  as  for  the  farmers  themselves  ? 
It  is  on  those  grounds  that  I  think  this  is  a 
good  measure.  It  is  a  good  thing  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  devise  some  means  by  which 
fojrmers  could  get  money  at  a  cheaper  rate. 
The  Bill  has  passed  the  other  House,  and  it 
bos  now  come  here,  and  it  has  been  met  by  a 
resolution  that  it  should  be  read  this  day  six 
months.  Now,  I  would  submit  that,  if  we  are 
going  to  throw  this  Bill  out  without  considering 
its  details  at  all  in  Committee,  we  are  simply 
saying  that  we  object  altogether  to  providing 
cheap  money  for  the  farming  community. 
Sir,  I  trust  that  this  amendment  will  not  be 
carried,  and  I  trust  the  Bill  will  go  to  Com- 
mittee, and  will  be  considered  in  all  its  clauses. 
If  there  are  amendments  required,  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Council,  then  those  amendments 
will  be  considered ;  but  I  trust  that  the  pro- 
position to  read  the  Bill  six  months  hence  will 
not  be  carried,  and  I  trust  that  the  desire 
of  the  people  of  the  colony  will  not  be  treated 
with  indifference.  Jly  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Stevens  says  that  if  this  loan  of  three  millions 
is  raised  those  who  did  not  get  any  of  that 
money  would  apply  for  it,  and  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  have  to  raise  more.  Well,  I  think 
when  we  have  had  the  experience  of  the  next 
two  years,  and  we  find  that  the  securities  ob- 
tained are  absolutely  good,  there  can  be  no 
shadow  of  doubt  even  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  have  given  utterance  to  such  dire  fore- 
bodings that  we  should  be  justified  in  rais- 
ing even  two  or  three  millions  more.  What 
we  have  first  to  consider  is,  is  the  colony 
safe  in  lending  this  money ;  and  is  it  its 
desire,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  money 
should  be  lent  ?  I  ask  honourable  members 
to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  in  order 
that  it  may  go  into  Committee,  and  that  the 
clauses  may  there  be  considered.  If  it  is  pos- 
sible to  improve  it  it  will  be  improved,  and  I 
trust  we  shall  not  deny  the  wish  of  the  people, 
and  the  wish  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  to  have  cheaper  money  for  the  farmers 
than  they  can  get  in  the  colony  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  — What  may  be 
the  result  of  the  discussion  on  this  Bill  it  is 
difficult  now  to  foresee,  but  I  do  not  look 
upon  the  Bill  with  the  great  amount  of  sus- 
picion that  some  honourable  members  do.  I 
can  easily  understand  how  this  measure  came 
before  us,  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  large 
amount  of  money  that  has  been  lent  by  lending 
companies  has  been  called  up  in  that  portion 
of  the  colony  where  the  Colonial  Treasurer  re- 
sides, and  that  honourable  gentleman's  connec- 
tion with  business  will  enable  him  to  know  that 
this  is  so.  I  presume  he  has  brought  forward 
this  Bill  with  a  view  of  trying  to  meet  the  with- 
drawal of  those  moneys,  and  to  replace  them  by 
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moneys  raised  ia  this  way,  believing  that  the 
same  withdrawing  of  money  may  be  going  on 
throughout  the  colony.  So  far  as  this  prin- 
ciple of  lending  by  the  colony  is  concerned,  it 
is  no  new  principle  that  the  Government  is 
bringing  in.  We  are  lending  money  now  from 
(the  Insurance  Fund,  and  we  are  lending  from 
the  Trust  Office ;  and  I  do  not  see  much  in 
the  objection  as  to  this  Bill  not  having  been 
brought  before  the  country  properly  as  a  policy 
measure.  The  same  principle  is  in  existence 
at  the  present  time,  tlie  only  difference  being 
that  it  is  proposed  to  go  to  London  to  obtain 
the  money  for  the  use  of  the  farmers.  As  to 
whether  this  is  a  wise  proceeding  or  not  dif- 
ferent people  have  different  opinions ;  but,  so 
far  as  the  Bill  goes,  whatever  its  fate  may  be, 
should  we  read  it  a  second  time  and  let  it 
go  into  Committee,  it  will  require  considerable 
amendment,  especially  in  its  provisions  for  the 
lendingout  of  the  money.  Those  provisions, 
or  some  of  thorn,  are  such  as  no  one  in  his 
senses  would  ever  put  into  a  Bill  of  the  kind, 
and  I  do  not  know .  why  they  were  inserted. 
I  see  in  the  Bill  that  small  grazing-runs  are 
included  amongst  the  classes  of  lands  upon 
which  money  may  be  advanced.  Well,  Sir, 
it  is  well  known  that  people  laboured  under 
the  delusion  that  the  squatters  have  been 
making  a  lot  of  money  out  of  their  runs,  and 
when  the  runs  have  been  cut  up  people  have 
given  enormous  rents  for  them.  But,  Sir, 
there  are  some  runs  that  never  have  paid,  that 
never  will  pay,  and  can  never  hope  to  pay; 
yet,  under  the  delusion  that  they  are  going 
to  make  a  lot  of  money  out  of  sheep,  people 
have  gone  into  these  small  grazing-runs.  I 
know  of  a  case  in  which  a  man  spent  £800  in 
fencing  his  section,  and  then  he  could  not 
raise  money  to  put  his  sheep  on  it.  Now,  sup- 
posing this  man  came  before  the  Board,  be 
would  say  that  he  had  spent  £S00  on  his  land, 
and  he  wanted  an  advance  of  so  much.  Would 
any  one  lend  him  money  who  know  be  was 
paying  such  a  rent  as  must  weigh  him  down '/ 
That  is  one  of  the  class  of  inve»tment8  that  I 
think  should  be  struck  out  of  this  Bill.  There 
is  also  in  the  Bill  a  provision  for  land-bonds. 
It  would  be  better  for  this  colony  that  there 
should  be  nothing  but  debentures.  We  should 
keep  to  them,  for  the  mero  mention  of  the 
name  land-bonds  is  like  the  mention  of  green- 
backs, and  it  should  be  taken  out  of  the  Bill. 
My  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
made  a  great  point  as  to  the  exorbitant  rate  of 
interest  the  monetary  institutions  were  charg- 
ing, but  I  venture  to  say  that  money  can  be 
got  now  as  low  as  6  per  cent.,  and  anybody  who 
has  got  land  can  borrow  at  that  price.  I 
question  very  much  whether  the  farmers  would 
not  rather  pay  an  extra  1  per  cent,  to  private 
people  than  go  to  the  Government  to  get  their 
money.  I  am  quite  sure  they  will  do  so;  and  as 
far  as  these  exorbitant  rates  are  concerned,  of 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  speaks,  why,  the 
banks  are  lending  already  at  low  rates.  It  is 
only  on  overdrafts  that  people  have  to  pay  the 
increased  rate,  and  it  suits  people  to  do  this ; 
they  may  have  an  overdraft  one  day  and  no- 
Eon.  Mr.  McLean 


thing  the  next :  and  is  it  not  far  better  and 
more  profitable  for  a  man  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  on  an  overdraft  that  he  only 
wants  temporarily  than  to  borrow  money  that 
sometimes  will  have  to  lie  idle,  and  on  which 
he  will  be  pa3ring  interest  all  the  time  ?  That 
is  the  difference  between  borrowing  from  the 
bank  and  paying  interest  at  a  high  rate  for 
short  periods  and  borrowing  under  these  pro- 
posals, under  which  a  man  may  be  burdened 
for  a  long  period  with  oontinuoas  interest, 
when  he  will  but  want  the  money  occasion- 
ally. Therefore  to  ascribe  the  high  rates  to 
the  banks  is  a  misstatement. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  never 
said  banks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— You  said  "  mone- 
tary institutions,"  and  banks  are  monetary 
institutions.  Taking  the  amendment  that  the 
House  is  asked  to  vote  on,  it  starts  off  with  a 
wrong  statement.  It  reads,  "  Whereas  this 
Bill  proposes  to  initiate  a  policy  of  unlimited 
borrowing."  The  Bill  itself  says  that  the 
amount  is  to  be  confined  to  three  millions,  and 
it  is  limited  to  two  years,  and  it  cannot  be 
tmlimited  borrowing  if  it  ia  limited  to  tw» 
years,  and  a  million  and  a  half  for  each  year. 
I  think  if  the  Government  lend  out  £500,000 
the  first  year,  they  will  do  very  well.  I  think 
the  amount  is  far  too  much  as  an  experiment, 
and  I  am  very  doubtful  as  to  its  auooess.  One 
does  not  wish  to  stand  in  the  way  aa  long  aa 
the  people  wish  it.  The  banks  do  not  fear  thi» 
scheme.  If  the  farmers  can  get  cheap  money, 
all  the  batter  for  the  banks.  Supposing  a, 
farmer  borrows  £500  a  year :  if  be  goes  to  a 
private  individual  he  pays  6  per  cent.,  and  if 
ho  goes  to  the  Government  ho  gets  it  at  5  per 
cent.,  thus  saving  1  per  cent.,  or  the  price  of 
one  cow  each  year.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
farmer  would  prefer  to  go  to  the  Government, 
even  if  ho  did  save  sufficient  to  buy  an  extra 
cow.  There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  and 
against  the  Bill.  I  have  no  desire  to  prevent 
its  having  a  trial,  and  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Captain  MORRIS.— I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  Bill,  and  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  Attorney-General  that  it  bas 
been  referred  to  the  country.  It  certainly  has 
been  spoken  of  in  the  country,  but  it  has  not 
been  referred  to  the  country  as  a  Bill  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word.  There  was  a  general 
mention  of  the  fact  that  some  measure  of  this 
kind  would  be  brought  forward,  but  no  scheme 
was  formulated.  However,  I  feel  inclined  to- 
vote  for  it,  although  there  are  some  provisions 
in  it  which  I  do  not  agree  with.  For  instance, 
there  is  the  matter  of  advances  being  made  up 
to  £5,000,  and  also  the  proposal  to  advance 
money  to  people  in  the  towns.  I  think  all  the 
advances  should  be  confined  entirely  to  the 
country,  and  to  those  applicants  who  desire  to 
effect  improvements  on  their  lands.  With  these 
restrictions,  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  can  do  very 
much  harm.  We  hear  on  the  one  hand  that 
the  Bill  will  bring  about  a  mo6t  frightful  cata- 
strophe, and  on  the  other  that  it  will  do  good 
to  the  country.    I  take  a  medium  view  of  the 
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matter,  and  I  think  tfaat,  with  the  restriction  I 
have  mentioned,  the  Bill  will  not  do  very  maoh 
hum,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINQS.— Sir,  I  do  not 
feel  disposed  to  let  an  important  measure  like 
this  pass  without  saying  a  word  or  two  in  re- 
gard to  it.  I  feel  that  it  is  of  very  great  con- 
sequence, and  that  it  has  received  a  good  deal 
of  consideration  throughout  the  colony.  It 
has  been  stated  here  during  the  course  of  this 
debate  by  several  speakers  that  the  party  or 
Government  now  in  power  went  to  the  country 
with  what  they  termed  a  self-reliant  policy. 
That  may  be  so,  but  I  should  just  like  to  draw 
attention  to  a  speech  made  by  the  late  Premier, 
Mr.  Ballance,  at  Wanganui  in  the  latter  part  of 
1891.  Speaking  in  that  place  in  regard  to  the 
policy  of  his  Government  in  relation  to  bor- 
rowing, he  said, — 

"  As  to  borrowing,  the  position  he  had  taken 
up  at  the  general  election  he  had  not  once  de- 
parted from.  It  would  not  be  safe  for  this  coun- 
try to  go  into  the  Home  money-market  for  some 
years.  It  would  injure  our  credit  and  do  no 
good  to  ourselves.  Money  was  wanted  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  important  works,  and 
settling  people  upon  the  land ;  but  the  money 
wanted  could  be  provided  in  the  colony  itself, 
and  obtained  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest. 
He  was  far  from  saying  that  the  work  of  settle- 
ment could  bo  stopped,  and  nothing,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  more  disastrous  to  the  country 
than  the  stoppage  of  the  execution  of  all  public 
works.  People  were  now  leaving  the  country 
for  want  of  employment,  and  many  people  were 
clamouring  to  go  upon  the  land,  and  were 
stopped  from  doing  so  for  want  of  roads  and 
bridges.  It  was  absolately  impossible  that  we 
oould  stand  still  in  these  matters.  The  colony 
must  go  ahead  or  must  retrograde,  and  he  held 
that  we  must  continue  to  go  ahead,  though  our 
progress  must  be  slower,  and  we  must  use  the 
money  raised  amongst  ourselves  with  care,  and 
see  that  it  was  expended  only  upon  reproductive 
works  and  aids  to  settlement,  which  were  abso- 
lately essential  to  the  progress  of  the  country. 
Keeping  within  these  safe  lines,  he  maintained 
we  must  borrow." 

Those  were  the  words  of  the  dead  Premier, 
and  I  do  not  think  that,  taking  his  own  words 
for  it,  any  opponent  of  the  present  Ministry 
could  possibly  say  that  the  Government  were 
not  prepared,  if  it  were  necessary  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  to  raise  money  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  reproductive  works  in 
this  colony.  The  position  is  simply  one,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  of  reaction  or  reform — whether 
we  shall  stand  still  or  go  backwards.  That  is 
simply  the  question,  as  it  appears  to  my  mind. 
I  know  that — particularly  in  the  district  that  I 
come  from — there  is  a  strong  feeling  over  this 
Bill ;  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  a  petition  has  been  pre- 
sented against  this  measure,  I  hold  that  the 
Government  are  the  best  judges  of  the  situation 
and  of  the  requirements  of  the  colony,  and  that 
they  know  what  they  are  about,  and  are  safe 
in  going  on  with  a  measure  such  as  this.    It 
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also  appears  to  me.  Sir,  that  it  is  a  question 
with  a  good  many  people,  when  the  raising  of 
money  is  concerned,  as  to  what  party  may  be  in 
office ;  and  Shakespeare  was  not  wrong  when 
he  wrote, — 

That  in  the  c&pt&in's  bat  a  cholerio  word, 
Which  in  the  soldier  is  flat  blasphemy. 
It  appears  to  me  that  if  what  is  termed  th6 
Liberal  party  talk  about  raising  money  for  pro- 
ductive works,  or  for  advancing  the  welfare  of 
thep  eople,  it  is  all  wrong,  but  if  what  is  termed 
the  Conservative  party  goes  in  for  it  it  is  all 
right.  An  honourable  gentleman  in  another 
place,  who  is  termed  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, in  making  a  speech  a  few  years  ago,  said 
he  was  in  favour  of  raising  a  sum  of  twenty 
millions,  for  the  purpose  of  lending  money 
to  farmers  and  going  on  with  such  works  as 
would  be  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Who  is  that  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Captain  Rus- 
sell. And  the  gallant  captain  also  pointed  out, 
so  as  to  indorse  bis  own  policy,  that  it  was  not 
by  any  means  a  new  measure  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  advance  money  to  settlers,  and  he 
proved  that  in  England  it  had  been  done  with 
great  advantage  to  the  farmers,  and  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government.  Perhaps  I  had 
better  give  the  captain's  exact  words.  He 
said, — 

"  There  could  be  no  reason,  he  thought, 
urged  against  the  Government  lending  money 
to  improve  the  soil.  Hundreds  of  struggling 
settlers,  who  were  unable  to  improve  their 
properties  owing  to  the  high  rate  of  interest 
they  had  to  pay,  would,  under  his  scheme 
[that  is,  raising  £20,000,000]  be  able  to  employ 
quantities  of  labourers,  with  benefit  to  them- 
selves, the  labourers,  and  the  colony.  Under- 
takings which  could  not  be  now  thought  of, 
because  capital  was  practically  unprocurable, 
would  be  commenced,  and  an  era  of  prosperity 
such  as  they  had  never  enjoyed  before  would 
be  before  them.  The  amount  of  money  retained 
in  the  colony  would  be  great,  for,  taking  the 
debts  at  £20,000,000,  and  the  difference  between 
the  interest  payable  at  2  per  cent. — that  was, 
between  6  and  8  per  cent. — the  saving  would 
be  £400,000  a  year,  which  would  be  retained  in 
the  colony  and  expended  in  productive  labour, 
which  would  in  itself  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  colony ;  nor  would  the  advantages  stop 
there." 

Sir,  that  makes  me  think  that  the  quotation 
I  have  just  given  from  Shakespeare  is  a  very 
apt  one  under  the  circumstances.  My  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Bigg,  in  speaking  with  regard 
to  this  question,  stated  that  no  other  State  had 
ever  ventured  to  go  in  a  direction  such  as  is 
contemplated  by  the  Bill  before  us.  Well,  a 
similar  experiment  has  been  tried  with  very 
great  success  in  Germany.  Baron  von  Stein  was 
the  initiator  of  a  system  of  advancing  money 
to  agricultural  settlers,  and  it  was  proved  to 
his  satisfaction  that  it  was  attended  with  very 
great  advantage.  Perhaps  some  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Bill  may  not  be  all  that  we 
could  agree  to.     Personally,  X  think  to  ad- 
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vance  up  to  two-thiids  of  the  value  oi  a  pro- 
perty is  too  much.  I  think,  owing  to  the 
fluctuations  in  land -values,  it  runs  the  risk 
of  not  being  successful,  and  it  is  therefore 
open  to  very  grave  objection  on  that  account ; 
and  if  it  could  be  modified  in  that  respect 
I  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Oovern- 
ment  to  modify  it.  Last  evening  also  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Swanson,  in  referring  to  the 
Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore,  objected  to  money 
being  advanced  to  agricultural  settlers  exclu- 
sively, and  be  instanced  the  miners  and  also 
the  gum-diggers  as  people  deserving  of  assist- 
ance in  a  similar  way  to  what  this  Bill  pro- 
vides for.  Well,  in  reference  to  the  mining  in- 
dustry, the  Ooverument  has  frequently  helped 
that  industry  in  the  way  of  erecting  sluices : 
and,  at  the  present  time,  urgent  appeals  are 
being  made  from  the  Thames  goldtields  to  the 
Government  for  assistance  in  the  deep-level 
scheme  for  working  that  field.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  another  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  very  system  provided  for  in  this 
Bill,  of  advancing  money  to  settlers  and  others, 
is  also  carried  on  by  the  Publio  Trust  Office 
and  by  the  Government  Life  Insurance  lend- 
ing department.  So  that  this  is  not  by  any 
means  a  new  measure  at  all.  One  could  not 
help  feeling  that  my  honourable  friend  opposite, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  has  a  very  gloomy  and 
pessimistic  way  of  looking  at  everything  that 
is  going  on ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  since 
he  has  been  in  the  Council  that  honourable 
gentleman  has  opposed,  in  every  way  possible, 
«very  policy  measure  that  has  come  before  the 
Council.  There  has  not  been  a  Shop-hours 
Bill,  there  has  not  been  a  Factories  Bill — in 
fact,  there  has  not  been  a  policy  Bill  of  any 
character  that  boa  come  from  the  present  Go- 
vernment but  it  has  been  opposed  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen.  I  feared  at  times  we  were  going  to 
perdition,  from  the  gloomy  way  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  about  the  colony. 
While  saying  that,  I  would  only  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  take  the  same  hopeful  view 
of  the  colony  which  he  had  when  he  was  in 
England  two  years  ago.  I  find,  from  the  Home 
News  of  July  2, 1892,  that  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  at  Home  he  was  at  a  meeting 
of  the  New  Zealand  Trust  and  Loan  Company 
(Limited),  at  which  Sir  Charles  Cliflord  pre- 
sided. The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  in  the  course  of 
bis  speech  there,  said, — 

"  He  believed  New  Zealand  would  always  be 
«  prosperous  country." — I  am  glad  he  held 
that  view. — "  He  did  not  mean  to  say  the 
country  would  go  on  by  leaps  and  bounds  to 
the  achievement  of  great  wealth,  as  larger 
countries  might  do.  After  all,  it  was  only  a 
question  of  time  for  a  revival  in  the  state  of 
affairs.  They  had  a  fine  country  and  an  ex- 
cellent climate.  New  Zealand  was  a  small 
country,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  a  profit- 
able one." 

My  honourable  friend  there  took  a  very 
happy  and  a  very  bright  view  of  the  colony, 
and  a  practical  one  too,  and  therefore  I  ask 
him  not  to  think  the  bottom  has  dropped  out 
of  this  glorious  country  yet. 
Son.  Mr.  Jennings 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  want  to  leave  the 
bottom  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— I  do  not  think 
the  bottom  would  be  left  in  if  the  wish  of  the 
Chairman  of  that  meeting — that  is.  Sir  Charles 
Clifford  —  were  attained.  The  Chairman,  in 
returning  thanks,  said,  "  He  only  trusted  that 
time  would  bring  back  to  New  Zealand  its  old 
prosperity.  It  would  a&ord  the  directors  very 
great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  return  to  their 
old  20  per  cent."  Sir,  I  hope  that  the  20-per- 
oent.  business  will  never  be  seen  in  this  colony 
again.  It  is  too  much.  How  can  settlers,  or 
any  industry,  profit  by  a  system  under  which 
they  pay  20  per  cent,  for  their  money  ?  It  takes 
the  heart  and  hope  out  of  the  people,  and  they 
have  really  nothing  at  all  to  help  them  if  they 
have  to  pay  such  a  percentage  as  that.  Sir, 
I  could  not  help  analysing  the  petition  which 
was  presented  here  yesterday  against  the  Bill ; 
and,  while  every  person  has  a  right  to  express 
his  views  by  means  of  a  petition,  still  I  heard 
honourable  gentlemen  in  this  Council  last  ses- 
sion, when  petitions  were  presented  on  vari- 
ous subjects,  because  they  did  not  exa<!tly  suit 
their  own  particular  views,  say  it  was  very 
easy  to  get  up  a  petition  and  to  induce  a  lot 
of  people  to  sign  it.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
you  can  get  plenty  of  signatures  to  petitions 
of  all  kinds.  It  is  a  very  easy  matter  indeed 
to  get  petitions  signed.  But  I  have  analysed 
this  petition,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  any 
one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  majority  of 
the  persons  who  have  signed  the  petition  pre- 
sented here  yesterday  will  find  that  182  of 
those  signatures  are  those  of  lawyers  and 
lending  and  commission  agents,  and  that 
class  of  people.  I  can  quite  understand  that 
they  fear  that,  like  Othello's,  their  occupation 
will  be  gone  if  this  cheap-money  scheme  is 
brought  into  vogue  in  the  colony.  Lawyers 
fear  that  the  high  charges  by  which  they  liave 
been  enabled  to  make  fortunes  will  no  longer 
be  possible.  And  I  say,  with  no  great  disre- 
spect for  the  lawyers,  and  as  one  who  has  had 
transactions  with  them— and  I  speak,  I  believe, 
for  three-fourths  of  what  are  teemed  the  ordi- 
nary people  in  life — that  their  charges  are  ex- 
orbitant. If  you  go  to  raise  money  on  \oaa, 
what  with  the  law-charges  for  deeds,  and  the 
interest  and  other  fixtures,  such  as  the  pro- 
curation-fee, it  amounts  to  a  very  considerable 
sum ;  and  I  say,  if  this  Government  succeeds 
in  passing  this  measure,  it  will  be  a  great  relief 
to  the  settlers  in  enabling  them  to  get  money 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and  the  charge  for 
what  are  termed  legal  expenses  will  be  mini- 
mised to  such  a  great  extent  that  the  gain  will 
be  reaped  by  every  person  in  the  colony.  There 
is  another  authority  I  wish  to  quote.  It  is  the 
Loudon  Times.  I  think  I  should  be  quite  right 
in  quoting  that  paper  as  a  great  financial  au- 
thority. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.  —  •'  No  "  I  My 
honourable  friend  from  Otago  is  very  quick 
indeed  to  use  the  London  Times  to  back  up  his 
own  arguments,  and  therefore  I  shall  quote  it 
to  back  up  my  view.   The  Iiondon  Time*  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]    Government  Advances  to    [COUNCIL.] 


Settlers  BiU. 


547 


9th  Aagogt,  Teferring  to  the  sabjeot  now  before 
the  Council,  makes  use  of  the  village-settle- 
ment scheme  as  an  argament  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  It  says,  "  The  number  of  settlers  under 
the  New  Zealand  State-aided  village-settlement 
system  in  March,  1893,  was  nine  hundred." 
The  Times,  dealing  with  this  scheme  for  making 
advances  to  farmers,  speaks  of  it  in  a  very 
flattering  way  indeed,  eind  mentions  these 
{acts: — 

"  The  land  held  by  these  settlers,"  it  says, 
'■  was  22,677  acres.  The  money  then  advanced 
titem  was  £24,625  2s.  2d.  The  total  rent  and 
interest  paid  by  them  to  the  Government  was 
£10,522.  The  arrears  at  the  same  time  were 
£2,346  (£3C0  of  which  has  since  been  recovered). 
The  total  value  of  their  improvements,  carefully 
estimated,  was  £61,699.  Thus  it  is  seen  that 
(he  improvements  paid  for  by  the  settlers  them- 
selves represent  a  sum  of  £37,074,  in  addition 
to  the  £10,522,  paid  by  them  for  interest  and 
rent.  As  the  figures  stand,  the  Government 
gets,  in  six  years,  for  an  expenditure  of  £24,000, 
a  return  of  £10,522,  the  creation  of  improve- 
ments upon  the  security  of  the  land  to  the 
yalae  of  £61,000,  and  the  settlement  of  nine 
hundred  persons  as  primary  producers.  It 
has  to  be  remembered  that  rent  would  pre- 
sumably not  have  been  paid  upon  those  lands 
unless  a  certain  proportion  of  capital  had  been 
obtainable  to  meet  the  expenses  of  first  settle- 
ment." 

Beferring  to  the  present  proposals  to  extend 
this  policy,  the  same  paper  says, — 

"  it  the  movement  prove  successful,  it  will 
be  of  an  importance  which  can  hardly  be  ex- 
aggerated, not  only  to  the  colonies  concerned, 
but  to  the  rising  generation  of  Great  Britain. 
It  seems,  indeed,  to  carry  with  it  something 
not  far  removed  from  the  settlement  of  our 
most  pressing  social  questions." 

In  the  same  newspaper  there  is  also  a  report 
of  a  Koyal  Commission  on  agriculture.  The 
same  troubles  appear  to  exist  iu  England  in 
regard  to  the  agricultural  industry  as  exist  in 
other  places.  This  Commission  has  been  en- 
deavouring to  formulate  some  scheme  that  will 
benefit  the  agricultural  population.  I  might 
be  permitted  to  refer  to  a  debate  which  took 
place  in  this  Council  in  1885.  The  very  same 
scheme  was  originated  in  this  Council,  and  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bathgate — 
that  is,  advances  to  settlors.  It  was  received 
with  the  very  greatest  favour.  There  were 
«ertainly  some  honourable  gentlemen  in  the 
'Council  who  took  opposite  views,  but  when  it 
came  to  a  division  the  principle  was  affirmed, 
and  there  are  many  honourable  gentlemen  now 
in  the  Council  who  voted  in  favour  of  that 
scheme.  X  cannot  but  think  that  the  step 
which  the  Government  contemplate  in  this 
Bill  to  assist  settlers  is  one  of  the  very  greatest 
and  deepest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this 
oolony.  There  may  be  faults  in  the  wording  of 
the  Bill,  but  they  will  possibly  be  rectified. 
But  the  scheme,  as  formulated,  I  honestly 
and  sincerely  believe  to  be  one  which  will  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  colony,  and  which 
ynll  nltimataly,  if  carried  out,  and  if  the  proper 


machinery  is  provided,  produce  such  a  state  ot 
prosperity  as  this  colony  has  never  seen.  If, 
instead  of  the  millions  which  have  been  spent 
on  railroads  and  other  works,  this  plan  had 
been  adopted  many  years  ago  this  colony  would 
have  been  one  of  the  most  glorious  countries 
on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

An  Hon.  Mgubeb. — It  is  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— There  are 
certain  drawbacks  at  the  present  time,  but 
if  such  a  scheme  as  this  had  been  adopted  ten 
or  fifteen  years  ago  I  think  this  oolony  would 
have  been  a  kind  of  paradise  for  agricultural 
people.  I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I  do 
hope  that  those  who  are  in  the  Council  at  the 
present  time  will,  at  any  rate,  give  the  same 
careful  consideration  to  the  proposal  which  they 
did  in  1885. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.  — 1 
merely  wish  to  state  that  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  wa« 
somewhat  unfortunate  in  his  references  to  the 
monetary  institutions  of  this  colony  in  con- 
nection with  the  lending  of  money.  There  has 
been  no  more  disastrous  business  carried  on, 
in  my  experience,  than  the  lending  of  money 
in  connection  with  these  institutions.  I  know 
some  companies  which  have  lost  their  capital 
entirely,  and  it  is  a  question  of  making  calls 
not  to  replace  capital,  but  to  pay  their  debts 
in  respect  of  debentures  issued  in  the  Home- 
country.  I  know  a  company,  and  happen  to 
be  a  shareholder  in  it,  in  which  the  whole  of 
the  capital  has  been  absolutely  lost.  I  know  of 
another  company  of  which  not  only  all  the 
capital  is  lost,  but  the  shareholders  have  had 
to  pay  a  very  large  sum  indeed  to  make  up  losses 
sustained  by  the  company.  I  could  mention 
most  of  the  companies  that  have  been  engaged 
in  money-lending  in  this  oolony  during  the 
last  fifteen  years,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  them  have  not  only 
suffered  very  severely,  but  have  practically  been 
ruined.  These  companies  were  carried  on  with 
as  much  efficiency  and  as  much  economy  as  it 
is  possible  to  bring  to  bear  in  any  Government 
department.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  in 
the  case  of  these  companies — all  of  them,  ex- 
cept, probably,  one  —  the  administration  of 
their  affairs  was  carried  on,  apparently,  at  the 
time, with  the  utmost  satisfaction  and  success; 
and  notwithstanding  the  rates  of  interest  to 
which  honourable  gentlemen  have  referred,  and 
which  I  know  at  one  time  were  7}  per  cent., 
and  in  some  instances  8  and  9  per  cent.,  these 
companies  have  not  been  paying  concerns. 
They  took  care,  I  may  add,  not  to  advance 
more  than  to  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty, and  in  some  coses  not  so  much.  With 
all  the  foresight,  business  experience,  and  the 
exercise  of  every  care  possible,  these  companies 
have  been  very  heavy  losers.  I  say  that  the 
margin  provided  for  in  this  Bill  will  not  cover 
the  ordinary  cost  of  proper  management,  and 
the  occasional  losses  that  are  inseparable  from 
every  money-lending  institution.  I  dare  say 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  knows  that  even 
private   investors,    who    exercise   the   utmost 
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caution,  make  losses  occasionally  in  lending 
money,  and  if  that  applies  to  them  it  will 
apply  equally  so,  and  possibly  more  so,  to  an 
institution  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be 
established.  The  margin  of  two-thirds  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  is  much  too  narrow. 
Property  fluctuates  so  much  in  value  in  this 
colony,  and  in  all  young  countries,  and,  in- 
deed, in  the  Old  Country  now,  that  a  margin 
of  a  third  will  not  be  sufficient.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  loans  on  properties  which 
were  supposed  to  be  worth  double  the  amount 
of  the  mortgage,  or  the  amount  advanced  on 
them,  have,  when  the  properties  were  eventu- 
ally disposed  of,  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the 
mortgagee.  This  institution  will  be  some- 
what of  a  political  institution,  governed  by 
many  considerations  which  do  not  influence 
ordinary  business.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  unless  the  department  is  managed 
not  only  with  great  economy,  but  with  great 
efficiency,  heavy  losses  will  result ;  and  even 
with  economy  and  good  management  it  seems 
to  me  that  losses  are  inevitable.  Upon  whom 
will  those  losses  fall  ?  They  will  fall  upon  those 
who  are  not  borrowers  as  well  as  upon  those 
who  have  borrowed.  The  whole  community 
will  be  put  under  obligations  to  make  good 
the  losses  made  in  connection  with  those  par- 
ticular borrowers.  As  to  the  perpetual  leases 
and  other  leasehold  securities  mentioned  in  the 
Bill  at  present,  no  private  lender  will  ad- 
vance upon  them.  If  a  man  has  a  lease  in 
perpetuity  or  a  perpetual  lease,  or  any  form 
of  small-grazing-run  lease,  and  he  goes  into 
the  market,  his  security  is  just  one  of  those 
which  ordinary  investors  will  not  take  up ; 
and  yet  the  Oovemment  have  selected  this 
class  for  special  favour.  I  do  not  understand 
the  reason  for  it,  but  ordinary  leaseholds  — 
that  is  to  say,  those  which  do  not  come  within 
the  Land  Act — are  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Bill.  Why  should  not  a  man  who 
happens  to  have  a  valuable  leasehold  property 
have  the  benefit  of  this  Bill  even  if  his  title 
is  not  held  directly  under  the  Government? 
I  wish  to  direct  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to  section  69,  which  provides,  "  Every 
person  who,  having  any  pecuniary  interest  iu 
any  land  tendered  as  security  for  a  loan  under 
this  Act,  .  .  .  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  fifty  pounds  nor  more  than  two 
hundred  pounds."  I  have  referred  to  the  one- 
third  margin,  and  also  to  the  leasehold;  but 
there  are  several  other  objections  to  the  Bill 
which  will  have  to  be  considered  in  Committee 
if  the  Bill  gets  there.  One  is  that  not  more 
than  £5,000  is  to  be  advanced  to  any  one  bor- 
rower, and  another  is  that  applications  for 
loans  not  exceeding  £500  are  to  have  priority 
over  applications  for  larger  sums.  What  does 
priority  of  application  in  this  case  mean  ?  Does 
it  mean  priority  over  all  the  applications  lodged 
on  the  same  day  or  during  the  same  month,  or 
between  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  or  what  ? 
If  honourable  members  knew  the  very  great 
difficulty  there  is  in  escaping  loss  in  connec- 
tion with  the  lending  of  money  they  would  not 
be  so  extremely  anxious  to  rush  into  the  busi- 
Bon.  W.  DownU  Stewart 


ness.  It  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  critical 
kinds  of  business  which  exist.  But  what  we 
have  to  do  is  to  look  at  the  interests  of  the 
colony.  And  it  would  not  be  a  wise  policy  to 
launch  into  a  system  of  scrambling  and  grab- 
bing in  connection  with  public  money  at  the 
present  time.  What  I  think  we  should  aim  at 
is  this  :  We  should  so  administer  our  afiairs 
and  so  legislate  as  to  inspire  confidence  among 
persons  of  capital  to  come  to  the  country  and 
settle  amongst  us.  That  is  the  tme  solution 
of  any  difficulty  which  might  exist.  If  you  in- 
spire confidence  in  the  people  here  it  will  spread 
to  the  Home-country,  where  capital  exists,  and 
that  capital  will  come  here  and  strengthen 
this  country  in  a  way  that  this  system  could 
not  do.  What  is  wanted  is  confidence,  ooupled 
with  capital  and  enterprise.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  fund  is  to  be  liable  to  the  ordinary 
mortgage-tax  of  Id.  in  the  pound — I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover.  Perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  tell  us  when  he  replies,  as 
that  is  a  very  important  element  in  the  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  care  how  economically  this 
Board  may  discharge  its  functions,  losses  are 
inseparable  from  the  lending  of  money,  and  this 
loss  must  fall  not  on  the  borrower  but  upon 
the  people  of  the  colonv  generally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG.  — What  about  the- 
profit  7 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIB  STEWART.— There 
can  be  no  profit  in  it.  The  fact  is,  the  so- 
called  profit  will  be  more  than  absorbed  in 
the  administration  of  the  Act.  There  will  be 
absolutely  no  profit ;  and  that  is  the  great  diffi- 
culty. Even  if  it  is  administered  in  the  most 
economical  way  there  will  be  no  profit.  By 
the  system  of  working  out  the  whole  scheme 
there  may  be  no  loss.  The  system  is  all  very 
well  on  paper  and  in  theory,  but  when  it  is  re- 
duced to  practice  loss  will  be  inevitable ;  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  will  have  to  bear  his  share 
of  it,  along  with  every  other  inhabitant  of  the 
colony.  It  is  simply  the  colony  guaranteeing 
those  losses  which  must  ttrise  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business.  If  the  scheme  could  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  andprofitably  it  might 
be  right  enough,  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  I  anticipate  not 
only  a  loss,  but  that  the  values  will  not  prove 
satisfootoiy  in  many  instances.  I  have  known 
cases  in  which  a  valuer  has  said  this  sort  of 
thing  :  "  Well,  the  Insurance  Department  is 
only  lending  up  to  half  the  value,  and  it  will 
stand  a  special  valuation  " ;  and  they  make 
their  valuation  accordingly.  The  Insurance 
Department,  I  believe,  only  lends  up  to  half 
the  value  of  the  property,  and  that  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  two-thirds.  It  is  very 
often  just  the  difference  between  loss  and  no 
loss.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee  there 
are  a  number  of  amendments  which  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  will  consent  to  have  made. 
It  seems  to  me  the  whole  policy  of  section  25 
is  to  induce  people  to  take  up  leases  in  per- 
petuity, and  to  give  them  money  to  carry  on 
business  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
colony.  I  shall  not  take  up  time  further,  but  I 
may  submit  that  if  the  Bill  goes  through  in  its 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,1894.]    Government  Advances  to    [COUNCIL.] 


Settlers  Bill. 


549 


present  shape,  and  annual  retams  are  made  of 
the  result,  those  returns  will  not  be  found  at 
«11  satisfactory.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  the  department  could  take 
up  good  securities  and  throw  the  doubtful  ones 
into  the  hands  of  private  individuals.  I  do  not 
know  what  class  of  security  he  would  offer  to 
the  department,  but  the  meaning  of  it  is  this  : 
that  a  certain  class  is  to  be  seleoted  and  favoured 
by  the  department,  and  others  are  to  pay  a 
higher  rate  of  interest  owing  to  the  withdrawal 
of  capital,  which  will  be  the  case  if  the  BiU 
passes.  A  large  amount  of  money  that  is 
iM>ming  out  for  investment  must  necessarily  be 
withdrawn  from  the  colony  if  this  Bill  peisses. 
Companies  will  not  send  their  money  out  to 
pick  up  the  bad  securities  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  :  that  is  not  the  class  of  security 
the  English  money-lender  sends  his  money  out 
for  investment  on,  and  if  that  is  the  only  class 
Available  I  fancy  the  doubtful-security  holder 
will  iind  he  will  have  to  go  to  the  wall.  I 
vam  the  Council  against  passing  the  BiU,  in 
its  present  form  at  all  events. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERB.— Sir,  when  this  Bill 
tras  introduced  into  the  Council  I  thought  it 
would  pass  without  much  discussion.  I  thought 
it  was  in  the  interests  of  a  class  that  deserve 
every  consideration.  I  thought  honourable 
gentlemen  would  be  prepared  to  give  them  the 
assistance  sought  for  by  the  Bill.  But  as  soon 
as  the  subject  had  boen  introduced  into  the 
Council  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  showed  at  once 
that  there  would  be  a  strong  opposition  to  such 
»  measure  becoming  law  ;  and,  although  I  ad- 
mit, from  the  honourable  gentleman's  point 
of  view,  he  argued  the  matter  very  fully  and 
fairly,  I  confess  it  was  a  melancholy  and  dole- 
ful speech  notwithstanding.  He  seemed  to 
'wish  to  persuade  the  Council  that  the  passing 
of  this  measure  would  bring  disaster  and  rain 
on  the  colony,  and  he  went  on  to  quote  figures 
to  show  the  falling-ofi  in  imports  and  exports 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  I  have 
more  faith  in  the  resources  of  the  country  than 
to  believe  the  predictions  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  have  more  faith  in  the  stability 
of  the  country  than  to  think  for  a  moment 
that  the  measure  will  cause  such  a  disas^trous 
effect  as  predicted  by  him.  It  also  was  put 
forward  that  this  was  class  legislation;  but 
we  have  not  required  to  wait  till  1894  to  find 
class  legislation.  I  remember  that  in  the  early 
^ays  of  the  gold-mining  a  certain  amount  of 
class  legislation  then  fell  very  heavily  on  the 
mining  community  in  th^  part  I  come  from. 
Those  miners,  like  the  settlers,  required  every 
«ncouTagoment,  instead  of  being  hmdered  and 
thwarted  in  every  direction.  They  were  there 
«s  pioneers  of  the  goldfields,  and  every  one 
understands  the  privations  those  men  under- 
went. Still,  after  going  through  all  the  difii- 
onlties  and  privations  and  trials  of  gold-mining, 
when  these  men  came  on  an  ounce  of  gold 
they  bad  to  pay  half  a  crown  for  it.  That 
was  class  legislation  that  did  not  tend  to 
beneflt  the  people,  or  conduce  to  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  country.  While  this  was  going 
on  thiere  was  another  sort  of  class  legislation 


going  on.  There  was  no  taxation  upon  the 
enormous  quantities  of  wool  exported  from 
New  Zealand.  The  squatter  and  runholder 
were  exempted  from  taxation,  while  the  poor 
miner  had  to  pay  hia  amount  towards  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  country.  I  simply  point  this  out 
as  coming  under  the  head  of  class  legislation. 
It  is  said,  also,  "  Why  help  the  settlers  more 
than  you  would  help  the  manufacturers?"  It 
is  well  known  tlie  manufacturers  are  helped  at 
present.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  duty 
placed  on  goods  imported  into  the  country, 
which  enables  the  goods  manufactured  in  this 
country  to  compete,  and  this  is  equal  to  giving 
the  manufacturers  an  advance  of  money.  We 
have  also  a  system  of  class  legislation  in  our 
co-operative  works.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  said  against  this  sort  of  State  aid  to  work- 
ing-men ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  has 
been  productive  of  much  good  and  vast  assist- 
ance to  a  large  number  of  people  who  other- 
wise would  have  been  out  of  employment.  Our 
benevolent  societies  and  charitable  institutions 
would  have  been  brought  more  into  requisition 
bad  these  co-operative  works  not  been  intro- 
duced and  carried  on  by  the  Government.  It 
was  not  only  able-bodied  strong  men  who  were 
out  of  work,  but  many  men  who  had  grown  old 
and  were  unable  to  compete  with  the  strong 
men.  The  co-operative  system  provided  small 
contracts  on  which  they  could  work,  and  make, 
if  not  10s.  or  9s.  a  day,  at  least  what  satis- 
fied them,  and  helped  their  wives  and  families. 
That  is  another  kind  of  class  legislation  that  I 
am  bound  to  state  the  Council  will  sympathize 
with  and  approve  of,  though  the  present  Qo- 
vemment  were  the  means  of  introducing  it.  I 
may  state  that  nearly  all  the  industries  of  the 
colony  are  in  a  manner  assisted  by  the  country. 
Even  sawmillers,  by  railway  communication 
and  cheap  rates,  are  enabled  to  compete  with 
other  colonies.  It  is  not  the  settlers  we  are 
solely  trying  to  pass  laws  to  assist ;  we  have 
passed  laws  to  assist  all  these  people  I  have 
enumerated ;  and  the  struggling  farmers  and 
settlers,  in  my  opinion,  are  as  much  deserving 
of  assistance  as  any  others.  It  is  said  this 
is  a  borrowing  measure.  I  admit  it  is  to  a 
certain  extent  a  borrowing  Bill.  But  it  does 
not  altogether  entail  a  liability  on  the  colony. 
There  are  hundreds  of  farmers  who  want 
small  advances.  We  know  they  cannot  get 
these  by  themselves  at  anything  like  a  reason- 
able rate.  The  Government  step  in  as  a  friend 
would,  and  say,  "  We  can  borrow  the  money  at 
a  much  lower  rate  than  you  can  ;  we  will  do 
so,  and  lend  it  out  on  your  security."  They 
take  the  land  as  security  at  two-thirds  of  its 
value,  and  advance  money  up  to  that  amount. 
We  have  not  heard  any  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  yet,  when  saying  that  to  ad- 
vance up  to  two-thirds  was  too  much,  say 
that  he  had  taken  into  consideration  that  an 
amount  was  to  be  paid  back  annually  as  a 
sinking  fund,  so  that  the  responsibility  of  the 
Government  every  year  would  become  less. 
Therefore  the  Government  would  have  as  se- 
curity the  ground  at  two-thirds  its  value,  and 
the  amount   paid  off  annually.     The  whole 
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amount  would  be  paid  ofi  in  tbirty-six  years. 
I  think  there  is  very  little  danger  o(  the  coun- 
try "  going  broke  "  under  such  conditions  as 
these.  I  was  very  much  pleased  this  after- 
noon to  hear  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  state  that 
the  difference  between  the  bank  and  the 
Government  proposition  to  lend  money  was 
siinply  a  difference  of  1  per  cent.  Well,  I 
have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  bankers 
were  not  the  parties  who  cried  out  loudest  in 
lespect  of  this  Bill.  I  believe  those  who  cry  out 
loudest  against  the  Bill,  and  who  put  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  it,  are  the  money-lending 
institutions  and  the  money-lenders.  Many  a 
settler  does  not  know  how  to  go  about  obtain- 
ing a  loan.  He  goes  to  his  lawyer,  and  is 
charged  so  much  for  advice,  so  much  for  look- 
ing at  him,  and  then  so  much  for  finding  a 
client  who  will  lend  him  the  money,  and  with 
one  charge  and  another  it  is  enough  to  frighten 
any  man  from  going  to  borrow  at  all,  and  to 
lead  him  rather  to  seek  relief  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court.  The  charges,  as  I  have  said,  are  enor- 
mous, and  it  is  fitting  for  the  Government  to 
come  to  the  aid  of  those  who  want  advances 
when  they  see  such  extortionate  demands 
made  on  them.  Sir,  it  has  been  said  that 
in  a  short  time  the  settlers  and  farmers  will  be 
the  debtors  of  the  State,  and,  in  fact,  it  has 
almost  been  urged  that  they  will  be  the  slaves 
of  the  State.  Is  it  worse  to  bo  the  slave  of  the 
State  than  the  slave  of  the  money-lender  ?  I 
would  prefer  myself  infinitely  to  be  the  slave  of 
the  State  than  to  be  the  slave  of  any  company 
or  individual  lending  money.  You  can  talk 
more  freely  to,  and  receive  more  considera- 
tion from,  the  Government  than  you  can  from 
these  money-lenders  that  we  have  heard  about. 
Therefore,  I  think,  taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  the  Bill  is  a  good 
Bill,  and  will  do  a  vast  amount  of  good  to  the 
farmers  and  settlers  of  the  colony.  I  under- 
stand it  is  the  desire  of  every  one  of  us  to  see 
our  lands  settled.  Well,  if  we  would  induce 
men  to  settle  on  the  land,  what  better  plan  is 
there  for  settling  the  land  than  by  this  measure, 
which  gives  facilities  that  have  never  been 
offered  by  any  Government  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  which,  instead  of  being  disastrous  to 
the  country,  I  believe  will  please  a  yeomanry  in 
Kew  Zealand  that  will  be  productive  of  incal- 
culable benefits  ?  Instead  of  a  roving  popu- 
lation, which  is  on  the  move  whenever  a  rush 
is  heard  of,  even  if  it  is  in  Western  Australia 
or  anywhere  else,  by  settling  these  people  on 
the  land  you  will  have  a  steady  population, 
that  would  consider  more  their  homes  and 
families,  and  be  loss  inclined  to  rush  after 
will-o'-the-wisps.  Therefore,  we  can  see,  the 
population  that  has  been  roving  about  from  one 
rush  to  another  will  have  an  inducement  to 
settle  on  the  land,  and  to  settle  comfortably  in 
homes  in  this  colony.  Now,  I  reckon  that 
these  farmers  and  settlers  are  very  much  to  be 
compared  with  the  gold-miners  I  have  already 
mentioned.  They  have,  no  doubt,  great  priva- 
tions to  undergo  ;  they  have  to  go  into  the 
forest  and  hew  out  homes  for  themselves;  and 
it  is  only  .when  the  settler  begins  to  do  work 
Hon.  Mr.  Kerr 


such  as  cleuring,  sowing,  and  stocking  that 
he  finds  how  soon  the  little  amount  of  capital 
he  may  have  fancied  would  see  him  over  his 
difficulties  becomes  exhausted.  Where,  then, 
is  he  to  go  but  to  a  paternal  Government 
that  has  taken  more  interest  in  the  industrial 
classes  of  Kew  Zealand  than  has  ever  previ- 
ously been  taken  ?  Sir,  I  have  simply  spoken 
in  a  general  way.  I  have  no  desire  to  hunt  up 
comparisons,  or  to  supply  figures  showing  that 
revenues  are  falling  off.  I  think,  if  we  provide 
farmers  and  settlers  for  this  country,  there  will 
be  a  different  tale  to  tell  in  a  few  years.  The 
working-man  has  been  called  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country,  but  I  think  all  will  be 
prepared  to  admit  that  after  a  few  years,  with 
the  help  of  the  Government,  the  settled  farmer 
will  be  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country.  I 
trust  the  Council  will  pass  this  measure,  and 
show  that  it  has  every  desire  to  settle  New 
Zealand,  and  to  raise  up  a  peasantry  and  yeo- 
manry that  will  do  credit,  in  a  few  years,  to  this 
measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.  — Mr.  Speaker, 
money  is  very  cheap,  and  yet  it  is  very  hard  to 
get :  hence  this  Bill.  There  is  no  doubt  just 
now  that,  although  the  holders  of  money  are 
willing  to  accept  a  very  low  rate  of  interest, 
they  are  very  exacting  as  to  the  nature  of  theil 
security.  Therefore  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  tha/t 
this  Bill,  primarily  at  any  rate,  is  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  money  for  those  who 
cannot  get  it  anywhere  else,  and  I  may,  my- 
self, say  that  if  that  were  the  only  object  and 
effect  of  the  measure  I  should  look  upon  it 
with  greater  favour  than  I  do  now.  I  think 
if  this  Bill  were  altogether  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  people  over  the  initial  diffi- 
culties of  settling  the  country  there  would  be 
a  great  deal  more  to  be  said  for  it  than  can  be 
said  for  it  now.  1  would  approach  it  then  in 
the  same  spirit  that  I  have  in  former  years  ap- 
proached measures  relating  to  and  in  aid  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  such  as  revalua- 
tion Bills,  advances  to  miners,  and  proposals 
of  that  sort.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  however, 
this  is  simply  a  wholesale  scheme  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  and  selling  money;  and,  al- 
though to-night  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens  was  questioned  when  he  described  it 
as  unlimited  in  its  amount,  I  contend  that  it 
is  practically  unlimited,  because,  although  it 
is  nominally  limited  to  two  years  in  its  word- 
ing, we  all  know  perfectly  well  that  at  the 
end  of  two  years  no  results  as  regards  loss 
or  profit  can  possibly  be  ascertained,  and, 
therefore,  if  once  commenced,  it  must  go  on 
indefinitely.  I  look  upon  the  limitation  of 
two  years  as  practically  useless.  I  consider 
that  we  cannot  possibly  retrace  our  steps 
if  once  this  departure  is  made.  Now,  I  look 
upon  this  departure  as  the  most  important 
that  has  been  brought  before  the  Council  for 
many  years ;  and,  if  I  had  no  other  reason 
for  voting  against  the  Bill,  I  would  do  so  in 
order  to  postpone  it  until  the  country  has  had 
a  full  opportunity  of  considering  it.  It  is  our 
duty,  and  we  are  expected,  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  hasty  legislation;  and  no  possible  barm, 
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in  my  opinion,  could  come  o{  delaying  this  for 
another  year.  Now,  referring  to  the  opinion 
held  about  this  Bill  throughout  the  colony, 
discredit  han  been  thrown  upon  petitions  that 
have  been  presented,  asking  the  Council  to 
throw  it  out.  Well,  of  course,  I  know  that  it 
is  very  easy  to  get  up  petitions  for  or  against 
anything  under  the  sun,  but  still  I  have  no 
doubt — of  course  I  may  be  partial,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  in  this  case  that  these  petitions  are 
genuine,  especially  as  they  are  backed  up  by  a 
protest  coming  from  the  district  which  I  repre- 
sented for  many  years — the  Waikato.  I  had  the 
honour  of  representing  that  district  for  many 
years,  and  this  subject  was  brought  up  over 
and  over  again — the  subject  of  providing  cheap 
money  for  settlers.  That  was  at  a  time  when 
money  was  very  dear,  not  when  there  was  every 
indication,  as  there  is  now,  of  its  becoming 
cheaper  every  day.  Well,  I  would  have  nothing 
to  "do  with  it,  and  I  8km  thankful  to  say  it 
never  became  what  may  be  called  a  burning 
question.  Now,  we  have  that  very  same  dis- 
trict, as  represented  by  its  County  Council,  all 
composed  of  small  farmers — the  very  class,  if 
any,  to  reap  benefit  from  this  Bill,  and,  I  am 
very  much  afraid,  many  of  them  with  mort- 
gaged farms  —  still  unanimously  protesting 
against  this  Bill.  It  is  quite  true  that  one 
member  objected,  but  it  was  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  within  the  proper  functions  of 
a  County  Council,  and  not  because  he  approved 
of  the  Bill;  and,  to  my  knowledge,  there  are 
within  that  Council  strong  and  vehement  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Government,  and  the 
district  is  represented  by  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet — Mr.  Gadman.  Therefore  I  say  that 
is  strong  confirmation  of  my  assertion  that  the 
country  has  not  yet  decided  in  favour  of  this 
measure,  and,  if  there  be  no  stronger  reason 
for  postponing  it,  that  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
I  have  said  I  look  upon  this  as  a  wholesale 
scheme  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  money. 
That  being  so,  let  us  consider  what  are  the 
advantages  to  be  gained  by  it.  Now,  from  the 
position  of  the  colony  as  a  lender  let  us  look  at 
it.  We  all  know  what  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
companies  that  have  gone  into  this  business. 
We  know  that  a  very  great  number  of  them 
have  lost  a  great  deal  of  money.  Very  well, 
what  advantage  has  the  State  over  those  com- 
panies ?  The  colony  can  borrow  at  8}  per 
cent.,  wc  are  told,  and  long  may  it  continue. 
Well,  companies  of  any  repute  can  borrow  at 
4  per  cent. :  that  is,  there  is  only  }  per  cent, 
in  favour  of  the  colony  to  justify  it  in  going  in 
for  all  this  risk  and  trouble.  Besides,  every 
practical  man  here  knows  well  the  differ- 
ence there  is  between  men  looking  after  their 
own  money  and  men  looking  after  the  money 
of  the  State  or  Government.  However,  sup- 
posing the  companies  paid  4J  per  cent. — and  I 
know  as  an  absolute  fact  that  good  companies 
have  refused  it  at  4}  per  cent.,  and  got  it  at 
4  per  cent. — but  even  supposing  they  gave  4^ 
per  cent.,  that  leaves  only  1  per  cent,  in  favour 
of  the  colony,  as  compared  with  ordinary  finan- 
cial companies.  The  other  day  I  was  in  one  of 
the  adjoining  colonies,  and  I  Imow  they  can 


get  money  there  on  good  freehold  security  at 
4^  per  cent,  even  now. 

An  Hon.  Member. — In  Melbourne  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— No;  in  Sydney. 
A  banker  told  me  that  when  I  was  coming 
through.  So  that  the  margin  in  favour  of  the 
colony  is  a  very  slight  one ;  at  the  very  outside 
it  is  only  1  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  com- 
panies acting  as  lenders.  Now,  talking  about 
the  price  of  money,  I  can  state  also  as  a  fact 
that,  when  I  was  in  London  lately,  money  at 
short  dates  could  be  got  at  ISs.  4d.  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb. — Short  dates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— Yes,  of  course. 
Now,  I  have  shown  how  small  the  advantage  is 
which  the  colony  has  over  companies  as  re- 
gards the  borrowing  of  money.  I  now  come 
10  the  advantage  which  the  borrower  gains 
under  this  Bill.  If  it  is  contended  that  the 
purpose  of  this  Bill  is  to  lend  money  to  people 
who  cannot  get  money  elsewhere,  then,  of 
course,  the  advantage  is  evident,  and  perhaps 
from  certain  poiBts  of  view  it  might  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  colony  to  go  in  for  it.  It  might 
be  well  to  do  something  of  this  sort,  in  the 
interest  of  settlement ;  and,  if  the  Government 
confined  their  operations  to  that  sort  of  thing, 
then  we  could  approach  it  from  another  stand- 
point. If,  however,  we  intend  to  deal  with 
those  people  who  have  good  security,  then  we 
are  dealing  with  another  question.  I  think 
every  one  knows  that  upon  good  security  money 
can  he  had  at  6  per  cent.,  and,  frequently  at  5^ 
per  cent. — I  will,  at  any  rate,  say  6  per  cent. 
Now,  this  measure  proposes  to  lend  at  5  per 
cent.,  with  1  per  cent,  additional  as  a  sinking 
fund — 6  per  cent,  in  all.  Well,  we  all  know 
that  settlers  have  the  hardest  fight  during  the 
first  few  years  of  their  taking  up  land,  so  that 
even  for  the  first  few  years  they  are  annually 
burdened  under  this  scheme  as  heavily  as  if 
they  were  borrowing  privately.  But  what  hap- 
pens after  that?  Every  year  afterwards,  in 
proportion  to  the  money  they  have  the  use  of, 
the  burden  is  becoming  enormously  heavier. 
After  the  first  ten  years  the  annual  charge 
they  have  to  pay  ranges  in  amount  from  7  to  8 
per  cent.,  and  up  even  to  50  per  cent.,  upon 
the  amount  of  money  that  is  remaining.  It  is, 
of  course,  quite  true  that  at  the  end  of  thirty- 
six  years  they  will  have  no  debt,  and  their 
children  will  reap  the  benefit ;  but  we  are 
supposed  under  this  proposal  to  be  nursing 
them  and  helping  them  now  during  their  life- 
time through  their  initial  difficulties,  and  yet 
the  annual  burden  they  will  have  to  carry  after 
the  first  year  or  two  will  be  heavier  by  a  great 
deal  than  if  they  borrowed  privately.  Of  coarse 
the  natural  result  will  be  this :  that  when  the 
annual  charges  amount  to  more  than,  say,  7 
per  cent,  upon  the  money  they  owe,  probably 
they  wiU  borrow  elsewhere  and  pay  it  off. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  evident  that  under  this  Bill, 
as  the  term  goes  on,  the  burden  of  the  man 
who  borrows  will  be  heavier  during  the  thirty- 
six  years  than  if  he  borrowed  the  money  pri- 
vately. My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Kelly  stated 
that  there  was  no  great  risk  in  lending  money 
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on  land.    I  Bay,  Sir,  our  experience  will  not  I 

bear  that  out.  No  great  risk  in  lending  money 
on  land  I  Is  it  not  on  land  that  the  banks 
have  lost  nearly  all  tbeir^money  ?  Or  is  it  not 
on  land  that  they  have  sustained  the  heaviest 
losses  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.  — I  should  have 
excepted  the  Waikato  swamps. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— You  might  have 
excepted  them,  and  still  there  would  have  been 
hundreds  of  cases  north  and  south  where  mouey 
has  been  lost  on  land,  even  in  the  "Garden 
of  Kew  Zealand" — Taranaki.  My  honourable 
friend  also  quoted  a  cabe  where  settlers  had 
suflered  during  the  war,  and  in  consequence 
money  was  advanced  to  them  to  reinstate 
them  in  their  homes :  but  that  is  not  an 
analogous  case  at  all.  Those  people  should 
have  got  the  money  as  a  gift,  and  if  they  were 
driven  from  their  homes  they  ought  to  have 
been  recompensed,  not  simply  had  the  money 
lent  to  them.  I  say  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  two  oases.  As  regards  the  Bill 
itself,  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  details,  par- 
ticularly now,  because,  if  it  reaches  Committee 
at  all,  there  will  be  time  enough  to  do  that. 
There  are  one  or  two  points,  however,  which 
suggest  themselves  to  me.  For  instance,  the 
same  Board  is  to  administer  this  that  is  ad- 
ministering other  lending  departments  of  the 
Government,  and  they  will  by  this  measure 
be  brought  into  competition  with  themselves. 
Then,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  seems  to  have 
a  great  deal  of  power.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Stevens  referred  to  the  fact  that  borrowers 
under  this  Bill  might  remain  State  debtors  all 
their  lives.  Well,  so  far  as  I  read  the  Bill, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  can,  if  he  chooses, 
give  these  men  quittances,  and  that,  it  seems 
to  me,  may  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  favouritism. 
Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the  land-bonds 
part  of  the  Bill,  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
Treasurer  is  content  to  accept  a  limit  of  Sj 
per  cent,  within  the  colony,  and  asks  for  a 
limit  of  4  per  cent,  outside  the  colony,  where 
money  is  cheaper.  I  do  not  know  what  that 
means.  However,  I  will  conclude  by  saying 
that  this  is,  in  my  opinion;  one  of  the  most 
important  departures  that  the  Counoil  has 
been  asked  to  sanction  for  many  years,  and 
for  that  reason  alone,  if  no  other,  I  think  we 
should  delay  its  final  consideration  for  another 
year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEOOB.— Sir,  I  agree 
with  my  honourable  friend  who  has  just  spoken 
that  this  is  indeed  the  most  important  ques- 
tion that  has  been  before  the  Counoil  and  the 
country  for  many  a  long  day,  and  it  is  one 
which  consequenUy  requires  most  serious  con- 
sideration at  our  hands.  It  may  be  looked 
npon,  and  it  has  been  looked  upon,  in  one 
aspect  by  many  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken — as  a  decided  advance  in  the  direction 
of  State  socialism.  Now,  of  course,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  important  departure  is 
certainly  the  most  decided  step  forward  in  the 
direction  of  State  socialism  that  this  country 
has  yet  token.  I  am  not  saying  this  for  the 
purpose  of  condemning  the  scheme,  because 
Eon.  Mr.  Whyte 


my  attitude  towards  the  question  is  this :  To 
my  mind,  the  fact  that  it  is  in  the  direction  of 
State  socialism  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
either  reject  or  accept  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  do  not  go  with  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Rigg,  for  instance,  who  seemed  to  argue  that, 
because  it  is  in  the  direction  of  State  social- 
ism, therefore  it  must  be  good.  My  position 
is  this :  that  the  fact  that  this  is  a  step  in 
the  direction  of  State  sociidism  is  no  reason 
for  either  favouring  or  opposing  it.  But  the 
question  is  this  :  whether  or  not  it  is  a  proper 
step  to  take  —  that  is  to  say,  whether  or  not 
this  proposal  will,  in  the  long-run,  prove  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  And  here 
let  me  remark  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn 
seemed  to  me  to  hardly  put  the  question 
fairly  when  he  said  that  because  this  pro- 
posal is  in  the  direction  of  State  socialism 
therefore  it  is  socialism,  because  no  one  knows 
better  than  my  honourable  friend  the  great 
difference  that  exists  between  socialism  and 
State  socialism.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  accept  the  definition  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  of  socialism,  because  he  must 
be  aware  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  two.  The  question  is  not  whether 
this  is  socialism,  or  State  socialism,  or  whether 
it  is  in  the  direction  of  the  one  or  the  other, 
but  merely  whether  it  is  an  advantageous  thing 
for  the  country  to  do.  Now,  there  are  three 
tests  that  I  have  been  in  the  habit  myself  o{ 
applying  for  the  decision  of  questions  of  this 
sort.  There  is,  first  of  all,  this  question  :  Is  the 
proposal  one  of  primary  social  importance  and 
necessity?  Secondly,  Has  it  been  proved  to  be 
practicable?  And,  thirdly.  Has  the  proposal 
been  shown  to  be  one  which  will  not  tend  to 
diminish  self-reliance?  Those  are  the  three 
tests  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  to 
such  questions,  because  I  consider  that  all  such 
questions  must  be  decided  on  their  merits. 
Now,  if  we  apply  these  three  tests  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  if  we  inquire,  first  of  all,  whether 
this  proposal  involves  a  question  of  primaxy 
social  importance  or  necessity,  I  do  not  think 
we  can  say  it  does  so  :  at  all  events,  it  has  not 
been  proved  to  this  Council  that  it  does  so. 
The  argument  used  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  a 
moment  ago  was,  to  my  mind,  conclusive  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  cannot  be  proved 
that  there  is  any  social  necessity  for  such  • 
measure  as  this.  No  one  is  better  qualified 
to  speak  on  such  a  question  than  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whyte,  and  he  has  shown  very  clearly  and 
succinctly  that  the  rate  of  interest  is  to-day 
lower  probably  than  it  had  ever  been  in  the 
colony  before,  and  he  also  showed  that  the 
tendency  of  the  rate  of  interest  is  still  down- 
ward. Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  for  thia 
Bill  ?  This  is  the  first  time  we  have  heard 
of  this  proposal  in  anything  like  a  serious 
form.  As  has  already  been  stated,  it  has 
been  discussed  a  good  deal  elsewhere ;  but 
I  shall  refer  to  that  further  on.  It  has  not 
been,  I  say,  in  any  distinct  or  definite  form 
before  the  country  at  all.  How,  then,  can  it 
be  contended  that  this  question  has  assumed 
saoh  dimensions  as  would  bring  it  within  the 
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category  o{  questions  oi  primary  social  im- 
portance or  necessity  ?  Then,  if  we  apply  the 
second  test  I  have  mentioned,  and  ask  ourselves 
whether  it  has  been  proved  to  be  practicable, 
I  say  it  has  not.  The  Hon.  Hr.  Whyte's  argu- 
ment on  this  point  seems  to  me  to  be  con- 
clusive. No  doubt  it  is  argued,  and  perfectly 
correctly,  and  no  one  disputes  it,  that  the 
State  can  raise  money  more  cheaply  than  the 
individual  can.  Probably  the  State  can  raise 
money,  at  all  events  at  present,  at  3}  per  cent., 
and,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  says,  "Long  may 
it  continue  so";  but  I  doubt  whether,  if  we 
plunge  into  this  headlong  course  of  borrowing, 
it  can  be  expected  to  continue.  But,  that  apart, 
tiiere  is  no  doubt  that  the  scheme  has  not 
been  proved  to  be  practicable.  The  argument 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  was  as  to  what  the 
results  have  been  to  companies  that  have 
entered  on  this  money-lending  business.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will  know  from  liis  ex- 
perience as  a  solicitor  and  otherwise  that  those 
companies  have  almost  uniformly  lost  money. 
Many  of  them  have  lost  nearly  the  whole  of 
their  capital;  and  how  can  any  one  say  that 
the  State  can  undertake,  with  the  slightest 
prospect  of  success,  the  carrying-on  of  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  money  better  than 
the  companies  whose  own  interests  were  in- 
volved, and  who  were  looking  after  their  own 
personal  interests?  The  scheme  is  not  practi- 
cable in  my  opinion.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
has  told  us  that  the  proposal  is  to  borrow  money 
at  3^  per  cent,  to  lend  out  to  farmers  and  others 
at  6  per  cent.,  leaving  a  margin  of  1}  per  cent. 
for  the  expenses  of  management.  Tliis  1^  is 
supposed  to  cover  not  only  the  cost  of  manage- 
ment, not  only  the  cost  of  insurance,  but  also 
the  property -tax — the  mortgage  -  tax,  which 
comes  to  almost  i  per  cent,  itself.  We  have 
no  experience  to  guide  us  in  this  scheme, 
because,  as  the  Hon.  ilt.  Whyte  has  said,  this 
is  an  entirely  new  departure  in  the  country. 
'So  others  have  ever  adopted  this  scheme.  We 
have  heard  of  credits  fonciers  and  cridits  mobi- 
liers,  but  there  is  no  country  that  has  adopted 
any  system  of  this  sort.  The  system  of  credit 
/oneier  has  no  analogy  whatever  to  this  pro- 
posal, because  these  schemes  are  not  State 
schemes,  aa  has  been  shown  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens.  They  are  simply  organizations  of 
credit  inaugurated  by  the  borrowers  or  by  the 
landowners  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  lend- 
ing money  out  or  of  receiving  money.  I  think 
that  is  the  principle  of  the  Credit  Fancier,  but 
it  has  no  analogy  to  the  process  proposed  to  be 
adopted  in  this  Bill,  and  the  arguments,  to  my 
mind,  are  conclusive  to  show  that  this  scheme 
is  not  practicable.  Therefore  I  consider  it  does 
not  comply  with  the  second  test  that  I  have 
asked  the  Council  to  apply.  The  third  test  is 
that  it  must  not  diminish  self-reliance.  Now, 
until  recent  years  our  farmers  had  probably 
been  the  most  self-reliant  of  men  in  the  country : 
and  farmers  probably  in  every  country  are, 
as  a  rule,  self-reliant ;  but  there  has  been,  I 
think,  a  considerable  change  already  in  that 
respect  since  the  introduction  of  our  various 
«tep8  in  legislation  in  the  direction  of  revalua- 


tion, and  so  on.  We  all  know  what  a  de- 
moralising effect  that  legislation  has  had  on 
that  class.  They  have,  in  many  instances, 
become  shirkers  and  dodgers,  and  they  have 
lost  almost  entirely  the  self-reliance  which 
was  in  former  times  their  greatest  and  most 
precious  characteristic.  And  what  will  be  the 
result  of  further  legislation  of  this  sort?  It 
will  simply  have  a  similar  effect,  only  to  a  very 
much  greater  degree.  Legislation  is  very  apt 
to  destroy  self-reliance,  but  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  restore  it.  We  shall  be 
building  up  a  class  of  men  who  will  be  depend- 
ing entirely  on  the  State,  a  class  who  will  look 
constantly  to  their  own  advantage ;  and  we 
shall  probably  have  a  scheme  by-and-by  for 
repudiation,  because,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte 
has  explained,  this  scheme  will,  after  the  first 
ten  years,  weigh  very  heavily  no  doubt  upon 
the  borrower,  and  the  first  borrower  in  his  life- 
time will  be  a  slave  to  the  State,  because  the 
process  by  which  payments  have  to  be  made 
mounts  up  at  such  a  rate  that  it  will  be  an 
intolerable  burden  for  a  lifetime  for  the  first 
borrower.  Tlie  result  of  that  one  can  easily 
see.  We  shall  have  this  man  looking  to  the 
State  for  further  relief;  and  there  will  arise, 
as  I  have  said,  a  class  of  men  who  have  lost 
what  had  been  formerly  their  greatest,  and 
most  important,  and  most  indisputable  charac- 
teristic— that  of  self-reliance.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  apply  the  tests  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  applying  for  myself,  and  I  ask  the  Council 
to  apply  these  throe  tests  to  this  proposal,  and 
to  say  whether  or  not  this  scheme  is  able  to 
stand  the  tests.  It  is  a  matter,  however, 
for  the  Council  to  say.  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  this  scheme  is  an  exceedingly 
dangerous  one;  and  certainly  the  arguments 
that  have  been  adduced  by  the  Attorney- 
General  in  introducing  the  scheme,  and  by 
others  who  have  supported  it,  are  to  my  mind 
nothing  but  sheer  sophistry.  Nothing  surprised 
me  more  than  the  arguments  used  by  the  Hon. 
Hr.  ilcLean.  He  told  us  that  it  is  not  a  new 
departure  at  all,  that  there  is  nothing  new  in 
the  scheme,  and  that  it  is  simply  a  continua- 
tion of  what  we  have  been  accustomed  to  in 
the  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  Government 
Insurance,  Post  Office,  and  Public  Trust  Office. 
Now,  my  honourable  friend  is  clearheaded 
enough  in  matters  of  finance — his  knowledge 
is  more  extensive  than  mine,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  a  financier  —  and  I  cannot  believe 
that  he  would  seriously  urge  such  a  scheme 
upon  this  Council,  and  ask  it  to  attach  one- 
pennyworth  of  weight  to  it.  There  is  no  re- 
semblance, no  analogy,  between  the  investment 
of  the  funds  of  the  In.surance  Department,  and 
Post  Office,  and  Public  Trust  Office,  and  in- 
vestments under  the  measure  now  before  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  — Not  the  Post 
Office. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— We  will  leave 
out  the  Post  Office,  but  take  the  Insurance 
Department.  Here  we  have  a  department 
which  has  been  established  for  the  purpose 
of — what  ?    Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing 
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money,  and  for  lending  out  money — for  dealing 
in  money,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wliyte  has  said? 
No ;  it  is  an  institution  established  by  the 
State  for  entirely  dif!erent  purposes— for  the 
purpose  of  life  assurance,  and  for  the  invest- 
ment of  money,  and  for  the  lending  of  money 
accruing  from  the  process  of  carrying  ou  that 
business,  and  which  is  simply  necessary  to 
the  carrying-on  of  that  business.  And  to  say 
that  this  is  simply  a  continuation  and  exten- 
sion of  that  work,  and  that  it  is  to  carry  on 
business  in  the  same  way  as  the  business  of 
the  Insurance  Department  is  carried  on,  is 
attempting  to  delude  the  Council.  The  same 
may  be  said  as  to  the  investment  of  the  funds 
of  the  Post  OfBce  and  the  Public  Trust  Office. 
What  is  the  Public  Trust  Office  ?  It  is  esta- 
blished for  what  purpose  ?  For  the  borrowing 
and  lending-out  of  money  at  a  profit  ?  No ;  it 
is  for  an  entirely  different  purpose.  It  is  an 
office  which  lias  grown  greatly  from  small  di- 
mensions to  large  dimensions — to  a  very  large 
concern — I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  too  large ; 
but  that  is  a  department  established  for  en- 
tirely different  purposes^  and  the  lending  and 
investment  of  money  is  merely  a  necessary  inci- 
dent in  the  carrying-on  of  that  business,  and 
it  is  pare  sophistry  to  say  that  this  proposed 
business  is  au  extension  of  those  departments. 
I  confess  that  the  feature  of  this  scheme  that 
struck  me  most  forcibly  at  the  time  when 
the  first  announcement  was  made  was  its  tre- 
mendous magnitude  ;  it  fairly  took  my  breath 
away ;  but  I  have  gradually  got  used  to  it,  as 
most  of  us  probably  have.  When  the  scheme 
was  first  propounded  I  could  hardly  believe  my 
eyes.  Honourable  members  must  be  aware 
that  when  the  proposal  was  first  brought  down 
there  was  absolutely  no  limit  to  the  proposal. 
The  proposal  laid  down  in  this  Bill  as  originally 
submitted  to  the  Legislature  was  one  for  in- 
definite borrowing  at  the  rate  of  a  million  and 
a  half  a  year.  There  was  absolutely  no  limit 
where  we  could  have  stopped  the  borrowing  of 
this  million  and  a  half  a  year,  and  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  stop  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  told  us 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Sfr.  Stevens 
should  be  rejected  because  this  proposal  has 
now  been  restricted  to  two  years.  Sir,  this  is 
a  proposal  which,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  has 
said,  it  is  impossible  to  restrict;  and  the  so- 
oallcd  restriction  of  this  Bill  to  two  years  is 
simply  so  much  waste  paper,  because  if  we  are 
once  launched  upon  this  proposal  there  is  ab- 
solutely no  end.  I  say  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  pull  up  in  two  years,  five  years,  or  ten 
years.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  told  us 
that  the  raising  of  these  two  millions  in  two 
years  would  be  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket, 
and  that  this  amount  will  not  assuage  the 
thirst  for  cheap  money.  This  is  quite  true. 
We  might  as  well  expect  to  assuage  thirst  by 
drinking  salt  water.  Nor  will  it  have  any 
appreciable  effect  on  the  money-market,  and 
the  reduction  of  interest  which  is  now  going 
on  will  not  be  in  the  slightest  degree  ha.stened 
by  this  process.  But  at  all  event.1,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  has  said,  it  will  be  impossible 
Hon.  Mr.  MacOregor 


at  the  end  of  the  two  years  for  us  to  say  how 
this  scheme  will  end  —  whether  it  is  going 
to  succeed  or  not :  and  at  the  end  of  the 
two  years  we  shall  be  no  wiser  as  to  whether 
the  scheme  is  practicable  or  whether  it  is 
not.  It  is  absolutely  and  indisputably  cer- 
tain that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  at  the 
end  of  two  years  to  put  an  end  to  borrowing 
for  this  purpose,  because  the  three  millions 
that  will  have  been  raised  by  that  time  will 
have  been  a  mere  sprinkling  amongst  those 
who  will  expect  to  derive  benefit  from  it,  and 
those  who  have  been  disappointed  will  be  ten 
times  more  numerous  than  those  who  have 
received  anything.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  pull  up  and  tell  those 
who  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  money 
that  we  are  going  to  have  no  more  borrowing 
for  this  purpose  7  It  is  pure  nonsense,  and 
absolutely  impossible;  and  our  motto  on  this 
Bill  must  be  "  Obsla  principiis,"  because  if 
we  let  this  pass  we  let  out  a  flood  that  we 
can  never  stop.  That  is  the  feature  of  the 
scheme  which  struck  me  most  forcibly  when 
it  was  first  announced;  but  there  is  another 
feature  in  it  which  is  equally  remarkable.  A 
fashion  seems  to  be  coming  into  vogue  of  intro- 
ducing .into  the  titles  and  preambles  of  Bills 
deliberate  misstatements.  I  have  had  occa- 
sion before  to  point  out  what  I  consider  mis- 
statements in  a  Bill,  and  I  look  upon  the  title 
and  preamble  of  this  Bill  as  another  mis- 
statement. It  professes  to  be  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  settlers.  The  words  are, 
"  to  enable  the  Government  to  assist  settlers 
by  advancing  money  to  them  on  mortgage  at 
reasonable  rates  of  interest,"  and  the  preamble 
goes  on  to  say,  "  Whereas  by  reason  of  the 
high  rates  of  interest  charged  on  the  mortgage 
of  land,  and  the  heavy  incidental  expenses  con- 
nected therewith,  settlers  are  heavily  burdened 
and  the  progress  of  the  colony  is  much  retarded." 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  told  us  that  if 
we  reject  this  Bill  on  the  second  reading  we 
shall  be  saying  to  the  farmers  of  New  Zealand 
that  we  cannot  do  anything  to  help  them.  Bat 
this  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  to  help  the  farmers  of 
New  Zealand,  and  it  is  well  that  the  farmers 
of  New  Zealand  should  know  it.  I  say  this  is 
a  misrepresentation,  and  that  it  is  not  in  any 
sense  a  Bill  to  assist  the  farmern  by  providing 
money  for  them.  This  is  a  Bill  for  providing 
cheap  money  for  people  who  have  good  securi- 
ties, whether  they  are  farmers  or  gentlemen 
living  in  the  suburbs  or  in  fine  mansions  in 
the  city.  They  are  all  equally  eligible  as  bor- 
rowers under  the  scheme,  and  the  scheme  is 
not  in  any  sense  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  settlers.  It  is,  in  point  of  fact,  a  misstate- 
ment to  say  that  it  is  specially  intended  for 
settlers.  There  are  one  or  two  further  points 
that  ought  to  be  considered.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  that  nnder 
this  proposal  the  class  of  settlers  who  re(^ire 
assistance  most  will  not  get  it  under  the  Bill. 
The  proposal  in  the  Bill  is  to  advance  money 
up  to  £5,000.  Now,  one  would  think  that  a 
settler  who  required  £5,000  cannot  be  a  settler 
who  is  very  much  in  need  of  assistance,  and,  at 
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any  rate,  he  is  not  the  man,  par  excellence, 
vho  strikes  one  as  requiring  and  deserving 
assistance.  The  truth  is,  as  has  heen  said 
before,  be  is  a  man  who  has  got  more  land 
than  he  ought  to  have,  and  more  land  than 
is  good  for  him,  and  the  credit  of  the  State 
will,  in  many  cases,  be  used  improperly ;  and 
those  settlers  who  require  assistance  the 
most  will  not  get  any  under  a  Bill  of  this 
sort;  and  the  struggling  settlers  who  are  just 
settling  upon  the  land  —  the  men  who  are 
taking  up  land,  and  are  not  in  a  position  to 
borrow  money  from  the  money-lenders  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  basiness — will  not  be  assisted. 
It  has  been  said  that  this  scheme  has  been 
before  the  country  in  various  ways,  and  has 
been  discussed  a  good  deal ;  but  will  anybody 
undertake  to  say  that  this  scheme,  or  any- 
thing like  the  scheme  embodied  in  this  Bill, 
has  been  before  the  country  in  any  shape  ?  I 
am  certain  that  the  impression  abroad  before 
this  Bill  was  published  was  that  it  would  be 
a  measure  to  provide  for  assistance  to  the 
smaller  men,  who  could  not  in  the  nature  of 
the  circumstances  get  the  necessary  money 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest  in  the  ordinary  way. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  a  complete  delusion 
to  say,  or  to  imagine,  that  there  was  any  idea 
in  the  country  that  any  such  scheme  as  this 
was  to  be  brought  before  this  Parliament.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  whatever  ideas  were  abroad 
were  entirely  different  from  the  ideas  embodied 
in  this  Bill ;  and  I  am  sure  that  they  were 
of  a  much  more  modest  and  simple  nature 
than  tlie  proposal  we  now  have  before  us. 
Now,  we  have  been  told  —  and  here  again  I 
must  refer  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean — that  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  banks  if 
the  farmers  were  to  get  cheap  money  in  this 
way.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that  in  some 
ways  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  banks, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  also  that  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  some  companies  which  have 
made  large  advances  to  farmers.  We  have 
been  also  told  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
McLean  that  probably  this  Bill  has  taken 
its  origin  from  the  special  circumstances  of 
Southland,  which  is  specially  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  has  told 
ns  that  in  Southland — I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  specially  the  case  of  Southland  or  not — 
the  foreign  companies  have  withdrawn  a  large 
volume  of  capital  in  recent  years  from  the 
farming  community.  Now,  that  volume  of 
capital  must  have  been  replaced  somehow,  and 
probably  some  other  companies  have  found  it 
necessary  to  invest  in  the  place  of  the  capital 
so  withdrawn.  I  can  perfectly  well  conceive 
that  banks,  or  loan  companies,  or  agents  of  that 
class,  which  have  advanced  large  sums  of  money 
to  farmers  in  Southland  and  elsewhere,  and 
are  wishing  to  get  it  back,  would  welcome 
a  scheme  like  this,  by  which  the  farmers  can 
obtain  money  from  the  Government  in  order  to 
pay  oS  the  advances  that  they  have  received 
from  loan  companies  and  banks  such  as  my 
honourable  friend  has  described.  But  that,  I 
think,  is  not  the  sort  of  thing  that  justifies  so 
sweeping  and  so  far-reaching  a  measure  as  the 


one  now  before  us,  because  it  is  impossible  for 
us,  in  the  absolute  absence  of  anything  in  the 
nature  of  experience  to  guide  us  in  the  working 
of  the  scheme— it  is  impossible  for  any  human 
being  to  say  what  the  ultimate  results  and  far- 
reaching  consequences  of  any  such  measure  as 
this  will  be :  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  con- 
ceive the  ramifications  and  consequences  of 
so  important  a  measure  as  this.  I  shall  not 
detain  the  Council  any  longer.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  proposal  has  been  before  the 
country  in  various  ways ;  but,  as  I  have  ex- 
plained, I  do  not  believe  it.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  scheme  has  in  any  sense,  except  in  the 
very  vaguest  sense,  been  before  the  country  at 
all.  It  has  certainly  not  been  before  the  coun- 
try in  any  such  sense  as  would  justify  us,  far 
less  require  ns,  to  pass  such  a  measure  simply 
beoause  it  had  been  before  the  country.  If  any 
individual  member  of  the  Council  is  convinced 
in  his  own  mind,  if  he  has  arrived  at  the  d». 
liberate  judgment,  that  the  measure  is  likely  to 
be  a  good  one,  by  all  means  let  him  act  upon 
that  judgment.  But  any  member  of  the 
Council  who  feels  any  hesitation  upon  that 
point  should  not  allow  th»  consideration  of  its 
having  been  before  the  country  to  have  the 
slightest  influence  in  his  mind,  because  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  living  man 
to  say  with  justice  that  this  scheme  has  been 
before  the  country  at  all.  We  have  been  told 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings  that  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  indicated  in  1891  that  his  Govern- 
ment would  before  long  probably  have  to  bor- 
row ;  but  even  the  passage  quoted  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Jennings  did  not  give  the  slightest  hint 
or  indication  of  such  a  scheme  as  this.  The 
reference  in  that  passage  was  entirely  to  a  pro- 
posal to  borrow  money  for  the  purposes  for 
which  money  has  been  formerly  borrowed,  for 
the  legitimate  purposes  for  which  money  should 
be  borrowed,  and  for  which  money  has  been 
borrowed  in  the  past — namely,  advancing  colo- 
nisation, making  roads  and  bridges  for  opening 
up  the  country.  But  not  a  single  word  or 
syllable  is  said  in  the  passage  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  quoted  to  show  that  any  such 
scheme  was  even  thought  of  as  the  one  we  are 
now  considering.  We  have  been  told  of  the 
very  large  amount  for  which  the  credit  of  the 
colony  has  been  pledged  since  this  Parliament 
mot.  I  think  five  and  a  quarter  millions  was 
the  sum  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  mentioned.  In 
that  sum,  however,  is  included  the  two  mil- 
lions guaranteed  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
Now,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  answer  of 
the  Hon.  'Mt.  Montgomery  as  to  that  point 
seemed  to  me  a  perfectly  fair  one.  That  was  a 
special  matter,  and  the  Legislature  recognised 
the  absolute  necessity  of  that  guarantee  in  tho 
special  circumstances.  So  that,  although  un- 
doubtedly it  is,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  said 
very  justly — and  the  sooner  we  recognise  it  the 
better — an  absolute  liability  to  the  extent  of 
two  millions,  still  it  was  unavoidable,  and  was 
done  with  the  consent  of  everybody.  We  have, 
however,  the  fact  that  we  have  now  pledged 
the  credit  of  the  colony  for  various  purposes, 
and  most  of  them  probably  legitimate  purposes. 
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The  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  for  example,  as 
most  of  us  recognise,  has  a  legitimate  purpose ; 
the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands 
Acquisition  Bill  we  also  recognise  as  quite 
legitimate ;  and  the  making  of  roads  and 
bridges  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  tlie  coun- 
try we  likewise  recognise  to  be  perfectly  legiti- 
mate and  proper :  but  when  we  are  now  asked 
to'  launch  upon  a  sea  of  borrowing — for  this  is 
literally  a  proposal  to  launch  upon  an  unknown 
sea  of  borrowing — it  is  high  time  we  should  say 
"  No,"  and  any  such  compromise  as  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  l^IcLean  has  suggested  to  this 
Council  would  be  entirely  unworthy  of  it.  To 
say  that  this  Bill  may  be  modified  —  that  it 
may  be  rendered  almost  innoouous  —  is  no 
proper  footing  on  which  to  treat  a  Bill  of  this 
importance.  The  only  proper  way  to  treat  it  is 
to  say,  "  No;  we  will  not  have  it  at  all."  This 
Bill  is  one  of  very  far-reaching  importance, 
because  it  is  one  of  so  novel  a  nature  that  the 
only  proper  thing  to  do  with  it  is  to  send  it 
back  to  the  country,  and  let  the  country  then 
say  whether  or  not  this  proposal,  or  anything 
like  the  proposal  embodied  in  this  Bill,  is  such 
*  proposal  as  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  electors  of  the  colony.  We  shall  then 
know  what  position  we  are  in ;  but  at  present 
we  must  act  on  our  individual  judgment, 
and  my  judgment  is  that  this  would  be  a  most 
momentous  mistake  and  cause  irreparable  mis- 
ohicf  to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoCULLOUQH.  — Sir,  the 
last  speaker  in  his  concluding  sentences  said  it 
was  impossible  to  say  what  the  results  of  this 
measure  may  be.  I  agree  with  him:  but, 
whereas  ho  thought  the  result  would  be  evil, 
I  think  the  result  will  be  highly  beneficial  to 
the  colony.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  speech, 
«nd,  I  may  say,  the  tenor  of  the  speeches  of 
most  of  the  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  in  opposition  to  this  measure,  has  been 
that  the  result  was  going  to  be  disastrous. 
They  have  taken  a  most  gloomy  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  surroundings. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  — Gloomy 
prospects  of  the  colony ;  dangerous  action  of 
the  Government  in  introducing  this  Bill ;  and 
they  left  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  honour- 
able members  that,  even  if  there  were  anything 
to  bo  said  in  favour  of  this  measure,  there  cer- 
tainly was  not  anything  in  favour  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  it  being  intrusted  to  the  present 
'Government. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No ;  any  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— That  is  the 
impression  loft  on  my  mind  from  the  speeches 
I  speak  of — any  Government,  and  especially  the 
present  Government — because  it  is  a  plunging 
system  of  financing.  The  Government,  I 
have  no  doubt,  are  pleased  with  the  debate 
that  bos  taken  place  upon  this  measure.  Good 
speeches  were  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Pharazyn.  The  speakers  had  certainly  given 
a  good  deal  of  consideration  to  the  question. 
I  propose  to  refer  to  a  few  of  the  opinions 
>they  have  expressed,  and  the  arguments  in 
Hoti.  Mr.  MacOregor 


support  of  the  objection  they  have  taken  to  the 
scheme,  their  view  of  the  whole  of  thesunonnd- 
ings  and  possible  results  of  this  measure.  Tha 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  said,  in  speaking  of  this  loan 
or  borrowing  scheme,  that  there  might  have 
been  some  excuse  for  borrowing  in  the  olden 
days,  and  he  wished  he  were  able  to  say  our 
position  was  as  good  in  the  present  day  as  in 
the  olden  days,  bat  it  was  not  so  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— No.  What  I  said 
was  that  at  the  time  when  our  experiments  in 
borrowing  took  place  we  had  an  immense  un- 
developed  territory,  and  my  expression  was, 
"  all  the  world  before  us." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Quite  true; 
you  said  we  had  all  the  world  before  us,  and 
the  impression  left  was  that  we  were  then  in 
a  much  better  financial  position  than  we  are  in 
at  the  present  time.  That  would  be  a  fair  in- 
ference to  draw  from  your  remarks.  You  said, 
also,  we  were  entering  now  upon  a  reckless 
scheme  of  borrowing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— And,  fur- 
ther, that  it  was  a  bad  time  to  borrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— You  also 
made  a  great  point  of  the  fact  that  it  would  be 
unfair  to  give  sidvantages  to  a  section  of  the 
community — that  is,  pledging  the  credit  of  the 
State  to  benefit  a  few,  and  not  to  benefit  the 
majority. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.-Therefore, 
because  all  could  not  be  benefited,  none  should. 
And  you  were  certainly  convinced  that  great 
loss  would  result  from  the  efiect  of  this  scheme. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen's  greatest  objection  to  the 
scheme  was  that  it  was  a  new  scheme,  and  that 
there  was  no  precedent  for  the  Government 
entering  upon  such  an  undertaking,  therefore 
that  it  was  new ;  and,  although  he  did  not  say 
so,  any  one  would  infer  that  he  meant  a  new 
scheme  must  be  a  bad  scheme. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  said  it  should  go 
to  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— You  cer- 
tainly said  that ;  but  you  also  said  it  was  a  new 
scheme,  and  without  any  precedent,  and  there- 
fore you  allowed  us  to  infer,  of  course,  that  a 
new  scheme  is  not  a  suitable  or  a  proper  scheme 
for  the  Government  to  take  in  hand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Before  referring  it 
to  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— The  honour- 
able 'gentleman,  I  admit,  said  further  that  be- 
fore undertaking  such  a  scheme  as  this  it  should 
go  to  the  country.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  took, 
of  course,  even  a  more  gloomy  view  of  the  situa- 
tion than  either  of  the  honourable  members  I 
have  referred  to.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he 
usually  does  take  a  gloomy  view  when  financial 
matters  and  the  doings  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  discussed.  He  thought  it  was  very 
wrong  for  the  Government  to  enter  into  suoh 
a  speculation — that  the  Government  were  not 
likely  to  succeed  where  financial  companies 
had  failed.  He  said  the  most  dangerous  thing 
of  all  would  be  that  it  would  create  a  large 
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nnmber  of  tenants  o{  the  Grovrn,  who  would 
before  long  bring  influence  to  bear  on  the  Go- 
Temmenl;  to  get  a  reduction  of  interest,  and 
that  probably  they  would  not  repay  the  money. 
That  is  a  very  gloomy  view  to  take  of  the  pre- 
sent and  the  future,  and  of  the  settlers  of  the 
eountry.  I  do  not  think  the  surroundings 
justify  those  views.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 
commenced  his  speech  by  saying  that,  even 
if  he  admitted  the  country  had  given  consent 
to  such  a  scheme  being  entered  upon,  it  had 
not  given  approval  of  further  borrowing.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  if 
he  used  the  word  "  borrowing  "  in  the  sense  that 
borrowing  has  been  generally  accepted  in  this 
oolony.  Borrowing  in  the  past,  I  consider,  is 
quite  different  from  the  borrowing  scheme  we 
are  now  discussing.  Borrowing  in  the  past 
was  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  railways, 
public  works,  or  defence  works.  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  if  this  proposal  is 
similar  to  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  used  it  in  the 
sense  of  adding  to  the  public  liability. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— My  opin- 
ion is  that  the  borrowing  which  we  are  contem- 
plating now  is  not  adding  to  the  indebtedness 
of  the  colony.  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman — because  he  has  a  good  knowledge 
of  financial  matters — if,  a  financial  company 
having  money  and  intrusting  it  to  a  gentle- 
man as  agent  in  this  colony  to  invest  it,  the 
money  is  invested  in  land  on  good  security, 
will  the  company  consider  that  the  agent  has 
borrowed,  and  it  is  not  to  get  its  money  back 
again — that  the  money  is  being  put  into  such 
a  position  that  it  cannot  get  it  back?  Bor- 
rowing in  the  olden  days  was  for  permanent 
works.  The  money  was  invested  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  borrowers  were  not  to  get  the 
money  back  in  any  form.  But  the  borrowing 
under  this  Bill  which  the  Government  are 
undertaking,  and  also  in  the  case  of  the  com- 
pany I  have  referred  to,  is  quite  different.  The 
money  is  lent  and  invested  upon  certain  terms. 
What  are  the  terms  ?  That  the  lenders  get 
interest  for  the  use  of  the  money,  and,  when 
they  require  the  principal,  that  they  shall 
get  it  back.  The  money  is  given  that  it  may 
be  lent  to  others.  But  the  agent  of  a  com- 
pany, or  the  Government  under  this  Bill,  can- 
not be  said  to  be  borrowing  in  the  same  sense 
as  we  understand  borrowing  in  this  oolony. 
The  same  thing  is  in  operation  every  day. 
Vfe  are  all  familiar  with  the  operations  of 
building  societies.  The  funds  of  a  building 
society  are  contributed  by  a  certain  number 
ol  persons  who  have  money  to  spare.  That 
money  is  lent  to  other  persons  who  want 
money — on  what  terms  ?  The  terms  are  some- 
what similar  to  those  proposed  under  this 
scheme.  The  Government  are  going  to  lend 
money  to  farmers.  They  will  require  them  to 
pay  interest  on  their  money,  and  a  1-per-cent. 
sinking  fund,  which,  in  the  course  of  thirty- 
six  and  a  half  years,  will  repay  the  whole 
loan.  That  is  exactly  what  the  building 
society  does.  It  does  not  run  for  thirty-six 
yetas,  but  to  any  number  of  years — seven  or 


ten  years,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  interest 
and  the  loan  by  a  building  society  are  paid  back 
in  the  time  agreed  upon,  and  principal  and  in- 
terest will  be  paid  back  to  the  colony  under  the 
proposals  laid  down  in  this  measure.  I  cannot 
see  that  there  is  anything  new  in  this  scheme  ; 
and  I  think  that  will  answer  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen's  contention  that  it  is  a  new  scheme. 
As  I  have  said,  it  is  exactly,  to  my  mind,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  operations  of  a  build- 
ing society.  Most  honourable  members  say 
that  a  great  loss  is  to  be  sustained,  and  they 
instance  the  fact  of  great  numbers  of  finan- 
cial companies  having  made  losses.  Therefore^ 
they  say,  it  follows  that  the  Government  is 
going  to  make  a  loss  also.  Now,  the  best 
evidence  that  the  Government  are  quite  quali- 
fied to  carry  out  such  a  scheme  as  this  is  the 
fact  that  they  have  already,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  carried  out  schemes  of  lending  money 
upon  mortgages,  and  they  have  not  lost  money 
by  the  transactions.  The  Treasurer  stated  that 
the  Public  Trust  0£Soe  had  lent  over  half  a 
million  of  money,  and  has  lost  only  £1,000,  and 
that  the  Government  Insurance  Department 
has  advanced  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  baa 
only  lost  about  £2,000.  The  very  Board  of 
Management  which  it  is  proposed  shall  deal 
with  the  scheme  under  this  measure  haa 
been  dealing  with  the  funds  of  the  Insurance 
and  Public  Trust  Offices,  and  that  Board  has 
not  lost  money.  I  fail  to  see  why,  because 
certain  financial  companies  have  lost  money, 
it  follows  that  the  Government  should  neces- 
sarily lose  money,  under  such  a  scheme  a» 
that  laid  down  in  this  Bill.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  objected  to  banks  being  included 
under  the  term  "  financial  companies."  Why 
have  banks  and  financial  companies  lost 
money  ?  Because  they  have  not  stuck  to  their 
legitimate  business  of  lending  money.  They 
have  been  investing  money  in  land,  and  have 
lost  their  money  in  that  way.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  has  referred  to  such  companies.  If 
he  will  turn  to  the  balance-sheets  of  any  such 
companies  he  will  find  that  the  whole  cause  of 
their  losing  their  capital  has  been  that  they 
have  gone  in  for  speculation,  instead  of  keeping 
to  their  proper  business  of  lending  money  and 
seeing  that  they  had  good  security.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  said  that  the  Government  lending 
money  would  not  affect  the  rate  of  interest  at 
all,  but  he  immediately  afterwards  said  that  the 
rate  of  interest  was  affected  by  competition. 
I  was  struck  by  the  contrast  in  those  two  state- 
ments. I  should  think  that  the  Government, 
lending  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  would 
be  a  very  strong  competitor  in  the  money- 
market,  and  I  believe  that  the  very  prospect 
of  this  measure  being  brought  into  law  has  had 
the  effect  during  the  last  three  or  four  months 
of  bringing  the  price  of  money  down,  for  now 
we  hear  that  money  can  be  got  at  6  and  5^  per 
cent.  Money-lending  institutions  and  private 
men  who  have  money  to  lend  will  be  driven 
to  take  up  good  securities  at  the  same  rate 
as  the  Government  propose  under  this  Bill. 
They  are  quite  right  to  secure  the  best  in- 
vestments by  offering  money  at  ledaoed  rates- 
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before  their  strong  competitor  comei  into  the 
ouarket.  The  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  delivered  a 
very  impassioned  speech.  He  was  very  positive 
that  nothing  else  than  ruination  woiUd  fallow 
such  a  scheme  as  this,  I  am  convinced  that 
quite  the  contrary  result  will  follow.  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  it  is  legitimate  for  a  Qo- 
vernment  to  foster  and  help  settlers  who  have 
taken  up  land.  Honourable  members  will  ad- 
mit that  it  is  universally  believed  that  settling 
on  the  land  will  be  the  salvation  of  the  country. 
We  are  giving  land  away  ;  we  require  in  some 
instances  no  rent  for  a  number  of  years ;  the 
.State  is  willing  to  lie  out  of  its  money  for  a 
time ;  it  is  willing  to  help  to  pay  the  sdrvey-fees 
— for  what  purpose?  To  help  the  struggling 
settler.  And  I  say  it  is  quite  a  legitimace  ex- 
penditure of  public  money.  The  Oovernment 
propose  to  go  a  little  further  under  this  Bill. 
They  are  willing  to  advance  money  upon  good 
^d  reasonable  security  to  struggling  settlers. 
That  is  legitimate,  in  my  opinion.  Objection 
has  been  taken  to  that  part  of  the  measure 
giving  preference  to  persons  requiring  less  than 
£500.  These  will  be  the  poorer  class  of 
people,  whose  improvements  will  not  be  very 
valuable.  But  this  is  the  very  class  which  the 
Government  are  anxious  to  help.  The  large  bor- 
rowers, men  with  ten  thousand  pounds'  worth 
of  security,  can  very  well  look  after  themselves ; 
they  cannot  be  called  struggling  settlers  or 
poor  settlers ;  and  they  are  certainly  not,  in 
my  opinion,  the  class  who  deserve  most  help 
from  the  Government.  Therefore  I  think  the 
provision  that  preference  should  be  given  to 
those  requiring  small  advances  is  a  legitimate 
provision.  The  amendment  moved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  I  think,  is  not  fair,  on  the 
face  of  it.  I  should  have  preferred  his  taking  a 
vote  upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading— 
-either  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  or  to  re- 
ject it  without  giving  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
amendment.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  this  Bill  proposes  to  initiate  a  policy  of 
unlimited  borrowing.  Several  speakers  have 
-called  in  question  the  statement  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  made.  The  hononr- 
-able  gentleman  who  last  spoke  laid  great  stress 
upon  this  point,  saying  the  scheme  was  one  of 
unlimited  borrowing.  I  say  we  are  discussing 
a  measure  dealing  with  not  more  than  three 
millions  —  a  Bill  proposing  to  borrow  three 
millions  for  two  years.  That  is  quite  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  pay  attention  to.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  part  of  this  money  will  be 
received  back  yearly.  A  large  portion  of  it 
immediately  comes  back,  and  is  placed  in 
another  fund.  The  Government  have  it  to  lend, 
and  it  is  invested  by  the  Trust  Office;  there- 
fore it  is  not  losing  anything.  And  for  the 
money  lent  they  have  the  security  of  the  land, 
so  that  no  great  loss  can  follow.  Therefore 
it  is  not  fair  to  say  this  is  introducing  a  policy 
of  unlimited  borrowing  which  must  be  at- 
tended with  great  risk  and  commercial  respon- 
sibility. It  does  not  at  all  follow,  to  my  mind, 
that  the  operation  of  this  measure,  if  it  becomes 
law,  will  involve  great  risk  and  responsibility. 
Of  course,  great  responsibility  will  be  placed 
Bon.  Mr.  UcCuUough 


on  the  Oovernment  for  the  good  adminiRtta,- 
tion  of  the  money  ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  there  will  be  great  losses  over  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  good  enough  to  say 
— speaking  of  his  amendment — that  this  ques- 
tion hod  not  been  before  the  country;  and 
several  speakers,  especially  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, have  referred  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bal- 
lance  had  stated  that  it  was  in  his  mind  to 
bring  forward  such  a  scheme.  Mr.  Seddon, 
long  before  the  elections  took  place,  almost 
sketched  out  the  entire  scheme  in  his  speech  at 
Palmerston  North.  On  every  platform  in  the 
country  reference  has  been  maide  to  this  scheme. 
It  must  have  been  quite  evident  to  every  one 
who  approved  of  the  Government  going  into 
this  scheme  that  the  State  would  have  to 
borrow  in  order  to  get  the  money  to  lend ; 
and,  if  objection  hod  been  taken  in  the  coun- 
try to  the  scheme,  the  reasonable  question 
would  have  been  asked,  Where  was  the 
money  to  be  got  from?  But  no  objection 
was  raised  to  it.  Every  one  approved  of  it ; 
and  members  were  elected  believing  that  they 
would  have  to  give  their  attention  to  some 
scheme  the  object  of  which  was  to  find  money 
to  be  advanced  to  settlers.  So  this  question  has 
been  fairly  before  the  country,  in  iny  opinion, 
and  has  received  tlie  consideration  of  the 
country.  Honourable  gentlemen  were  quite 
right  in  saying  that  the  measure  as  now  before 
us  is  not  the  same  as  when  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  but  we  are  to  as- 
sume that  it  has  been  improved  in  its  passage 
through  that  Chamber,  and  we  are  now  only 
dealing  with  the  measure  as  it  is  before  us. 
Fr6m  my  point  of  view,  the  Government  are 
quite  justified  in  introducing  this  scheme.  I 
think,  after  past  experience,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  they  will  administer  it  faith> 
fully  and  successfully ;  and  therefore  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Council  will  do 
what  is  right  by  approving  of  the  measure,  and 
allowing  it  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything  on  this  Bill,  although  I 
thoroughly  believe  to  the  principle  which 
underlies  it.  I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of, 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  noticing  some  of  the 
peculiar,  and  I  may  say  contradictory,  argu- 
ments which  have  been  used  against  it.  The 
principle  which  underlies  the  Bill,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  is  this :  that,  if  possible,  the  middle- 
man in  monetary  matters  is  to  be  done  away 
with ;  that  the  settler,  or  the  man  who  has 
ordinary  security  to  give,  should  come  to  the 
Government  direct,  and  deal  with  the  Oovern- 
ment, and  not  with  any  middle-man.  This  I 
take  to  be  a  thoroughly  souud  principle.  I  am 
not  going  to  say  this  Bill  carries  this  out  in 
the  best  way,  but  it  is  the  only  way  we  have 
before  us  at  the  present  time,  and  therefore, 
believing  in  this  principle,  I  intend  to  support 
the  Bill.  But  I  should  like  to  look  at  some  of 
the  arguments  used  against  the  Bill.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  pointed  out  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  an  essential  principle  of  every 
Act  increasing  the  functions  of  the  State,  or, 
rather,  he  said  it  should  have  three  principles — 
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namely,  it  should  be  practicable,  it  should  be 
a  social  necessity  in  itself,  emd  it  should 
not  impair  self-reliance.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  social  necessity :  Was  it  a  social 
necessity  to  have  State  railways?  We  could 
have  had  railways  outside  of  the  State.  I 
would  ask,  again,  is  it  a  social  necessity  that 
we  should  have  education  under  the  State  ? 
We  have  held  it  to  be  so,  but  it  is  a  debatable 
question  if  in  the  last  resort  it  is  so.  Is  it  a 
necessity  that  we  should  have  State  telegraphs 
or  telephones?  I  apprehend  all  these  things 
could  have  been  obtained  without  the  State,  but 
we  have  thought,  notwithstanding  that  that 
was  not  an  absolute  necessity,  that  it  was  de- 
sirable that  they  should  be  State  property. 
And  on  this  principle  I  say,  if  it  is  held  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  that  this  Bill 
should  pass,  it  should  be  passed  whether  it 
is  a  social  necessity  or  not.  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  arguments  used  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stewart.  They  have  all,  I  think,  looked  at 
this  measure  from  a  most  dolorous,  pessimistic 
point  of  view,  predicting  that  almost  to  a  cer- 
tainty we  should  lose  money  by  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOR.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— Very  well,  my  honour- 
able friend  says  "  Hear,  hear."  I  took  a  note 
of  what  he  said.  He  contended  that  this  was 
not  a  Bill  for  poor  people,  that  it  could  not  help 
them,  that  it  was  for  people  who  held  good 
securities.  Now,  if  it  is  for  people  with  good 
securities,  how  can  the  Government  lose  by  it  ? 
I  ask  him  to  settle  that  question  with  bis  friends 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart.  But,  unfortunately  for 
the  honourable  gentleman's  logic,  immediately 
after  speaking  of  good  securities,  be  tookup  the 
Argument  that  this  Bill  was  intended  particu- 
larly for  Southland,  and  that  it  was  to  meet 
difficulties  among  the  Southland  farmers. 
If  the  Southland  farmers  are  in  difficulties 
they  could  not  give  the  good  securities  which 
the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  said  were  to  be  taken 
under  this  Bill.  I  would  just  say,  with  re- 
gard to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart 
about  the  enormous  amount  of  money  lost  by 
financial  companies,  and  notwithstanding  what 
was  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  I  believe 
there  is  a  direct  analogy  between  the  depart- 
ments of  State,  such  as  the  Public  Trust,  the 
Post  Office,  and  Insurance — between  those  three 
departments  lending  out  money  on  mortgage 
securities  and  the  Government  lending  out 
money  under  this  Bill.  These  three  depart- 
ments have  public  moneys  to  invest,  and  have 
invested  them,  and  I  will  just  point  out  that, 
while  those  financial  institutions  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  says  are  so  well  managed 
and  their  funds  so  carefully  guarded  have  been, 
as  he  admits,  going  to  the  wall,  the  three  institu- 
tions under  the  Government  have  been  flourish- 
ing and  growing.  I  say  this :  that  in  all  cases 
of  this  sort,  such  as  the  Government  Insurance, 
you  do  not  have  the  speculative  spirit  which 
enters  into  private  financial  institutions,  and 
it  is  the  speculative  spirit  that  dominates 
them  all  which  is  the  cause  of  their  losses.  The 


Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  made  what  he  no  doubt  con- 
sidered an  excellent  point  when  he  pointed  out 
that  it  was  not  the  proper  thing  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  tlie  State  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  of 
the  people.  Well,  that  at  first  sight  appears  to 
be  a  perfectly  logical  argument,  buc  I  think  the 
action  of  this  Parliament  during  the  present 
session  has  shown  that  there  may  be  occasions 
when  this  argument  should  not  be  put  into 
practice.  I  would  ask,  was  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  people  of  this  colony  that  we  guaran- 
teed two  millions  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  7 
It  was  merely  to  guarantee  the  shareholders 
and  the  depositors.  How  much  would  it  have 
affected  me  if  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  had 
put  up  its  shutters?  The  fact  is,  the  credit 
of  the  colony  was  pledged  on  behalf  of  those 
directly  interested  in  the  bank ;  it  may  have 
affected,  indirectly,  all  the  people  of  the  colony ; 
and  the  people  of  the  colony  will  all  be  indi- 
rectly affected  by  the  prosperity  which  we  hope 
will  accrue  from  this  measure.  So  that  it  cuts, 
either  way,  against  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens's  argu- 
ment. The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  in  a  prayerful 
attitude,  and  with  a  soft  devotional  tone  of 
voice,  trusted  we  should  never  give  up  our  in- 
dividualism, and  never  come  into  a  position 
where  we  should  all  become  servants  of  the 
State.  I  would  ask,  are  not  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  servants  ?  VVho  are  the  "  we  "  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  spoke  of  ?  Are  not  nine-tenths 
of  them  in  a  state  of  servitude  now  ?  And  the 
question  which  each  servant  has  to  ask  is, 
"  Shall  I  serve  a  syndicate  or  private  employer, 
or  the  Government?  "  It  is  not  a  question  of 
servitude,  because  that  is  always  their  lot; 
it  is  a  question  of  who  is  to  be  the  employer ; 
and  the  larger  proportion  of  the  people  now 
say,  "  We  will  swerve  the  Government,  because, 
in  that  case,  whatever  profits  accrue  from  our 
labour  will  come  back  to  us  again ;  we  have  no 
power  over  a  private  employer  or  syndicate ;  if 
we  suffer  hardship  we  have  no  redress ;  we 
can  be  ordered  into  the  street  and  can  say 
nothing;  but  if  we  are  serving  the  Govern- 
ment and  are  under  a  hardship  we  can  bring 
it  before  our  master,  the  Government."  It  is 
not  a  question  of  servitude,  beoause  we  shall 
always  be  servants;  but  the  point  is.  Who 
is  going  to  be  the  employer?  And  the  large 
majority,  who  are  constant  workers,  are  be- 
ginning to  think  the  Government  should  be  the 
employer.  Another  point  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
made  was  when  he  alluded  to  Joseph  in  Egypt, 
and  to  the  state  of  servitude  there.  I  thought 
that  was  the  most  unfortunate  argument  ever 
I  heard.  Just  fancy  what  a  state  Egypt  would 
have  been  in  at  that  time  if  it  had  been  given 
over  to  a  syndicate  t  I  look  on  it  that  Joseph 
did  a  work  we  should  endeavour  to  copy._  We 
must  remember  he  had  seven  years  in  which  to 
hoard  up,  and  seven  in  which  to  support  a 
famishing  people  from  the  frugality  of  former 
years.  He  did  it  wisely  and  well,  with  all  the 
organizing  spirit  we  look  for  in  the  State,  and 
that  great  Premier  of  past  times  carried  the 
people  over  a  most  disastrous  period.  I  ask, 
Would  that  have  been  done  with  such  organ- 
ization had  it  been  left  to  a  lot  of  competing  syn* 
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dioates  and  private  men  to  grasp  as  much  as 
tbey  could?  As  has  been  pointed  ont,  the 
principle  that  nnderlies  the  Bill  is  to  do 
away  with  the  middleman  in  dealing  with 
advances — that  there  should  be  only  two  par- 
ties, the  State  on  the  one  side  and  the  bor- 
zower  on  the  other.  There  was  an  argument 
used  by  some  honourable  gentlemen  —  more 
•specially  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte  —  which 
I  think  almost  amounts  to  a  falleM^y.  They 
pointed  out  that  the  rate  of  interest  of  many 
companies  was  so  extremely  low  that  there  was 
really  very  little  difference  between  the  rate  at 
which  money  could  be  got  from  private  parties 
and  what  is  offered  under  the  Bill.  Why, 
what  honourable  gentlemen  have  omitted  to 
notice  in  their  arguments  is  the  enormous 
amount  that  is  paid  by  small  people  for  get- 
ting loans — the  enormous  charges  paid  outside 
the  interest  contract.  I  have  in  my  hand  now 
a  case  in  point.  A  poor  man  wanted  £500. 
There  was  2  per  cent,  commission  charged, 
which  amounted  to  £10,  and  law-costs,  £8 ;  in 
other  words,  a  charge  of  £18  on  a  miserable, 
small  loan  of  £500.  And  that  only  extended 
over  two  or  three  years — for  a  definite  period — 
and  then  the  whole  transaction  had  to  be  re- 
peated. That  is  what  small  people  experi- 
ence when  tbey  treat  with  outside  financial 
companies  or  private  individuals.  Under  this 
measure  they  would  be  relieved  from  these 
charges,  and  it  is  these  enormous  charges  that 
must  be  looked  to  if  we  want  fairly  to  consider 
the  beneflts  which  the  people  will  receive  under 
this  Bill.  I  remember  reading  some  time  ago, 
in  the  London  Punch,  a  skit  which  illustrates 
this  question  of  interest.  It  was  stated  that 
a  boy  came  up  to  be  examined  in  arithmetic. 
The  examiner  said  to  him,  "If  I  borrow  from 
your  father  £500,  and  agree  to  pay  him  back 
£10  a  month,  what  should  I  owe  him  at  the 
end  of  twelve  months?"  "£500,"  says  the 
boy.  "  Tut,  tut,"  says  the  examiner,  "  you  do 
not  know  the  first  principles  of  arithmetic." 
"Oh,"  said  the  boy,  "you  don't  know  my 
father."  Sir,  it  is  in  the  interests  of  that  boy's 
father  the  opponents  of  this  Bill  are  arguing. 
I  trust  that  honourable  gentlemen  will  see  that 
this  Bill— always  providing  that  it  is  honestly 
and  eifioiently  administered — will  be  of  great 
public  benefit  to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Sir,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  detain  the  Council  with  any  lengthy 
remarks  at  this  late  hour  of  the  cvenmg; 
but  I  feel  the  importance  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
have  felt  great  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind 
as  to  the  action  I  should  take  on  the  present 
occasion.  That  boing  so,  I  think  it  is  desirable 
I  should  state  why  I  do  propose  to  take  the 
course  I  have  decided  upon.  I  fuel,  on  tho  one 
hand,  that  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained 
by  this  Bill  are  most  desirable,  and  yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  feel  very  strongly  the  great 
difficulties  with  which  the  whole  question  is 
surrounded.  To  give  aid  and  relief  to  small 
farmers  and  settlers  by  direct  loan  from  the 
Government  is  an  object  we  must  all  highly 
approve  of.  All  of  us  in  the  Oouncil  have 
known  cases  without  number  where  utter  ruin 
Hon.  Mr.  Bolt 


and  desolation  have  been  brought  upon  early 
settlers  and  farmers  by  the  heavy  rates  of  in- 
terest and  the  heavy  charges  they  would  have 
been  saved  from  fay  this  Bill.  It  is  not  so  much 
the  interest  as  the  procuration  charges  and 
legal  expenses  which  add  so  enormously  to  the 
numerous  difficulties  with  which  the  farmers 
have  been  surrounded.  I  may  also  add  another 
to  the  things  enumerated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt, 
and  that  is,  that  it  is  a  common  thing,  when 
persons  make  advances  to  farmers,  for  them 
not  only  to  make  full  charges,  but  also  to  insist 
that  the  farmer  should  first  offer  his  grain  to 
them,  as  a  sort  uf  pre-emptive  right,  they 
having,  of  course,  the  privilege  of  taking  it  or 
not  as  they  please ;  but  they  have  practically 
the  matter  in  their  own  bands,  because,  if  they 
do  not  get  the  grain  at  their  own  price,  unless 
a  man  has  a  market  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
is  called  upon  for  a  further  charge,  or  to  pay 
up  the  amount  he  owes.  I  have  known  many 
cases,  as  most  of  ua  have,  in  which  men  have 
been  crushed  by  that  system,  and  therefore  my 
greatest  sympathy  is  with  the  Bill.  Now, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  MacOregor,  I  think  it  was,  was 
anxious  to  know  what  demand  there  was  for 
this  Bill.  I  ask,  has  there  ever  been  a  time 
during  recent  years  when  the  farming  interests 
were  at  a  lower  ebb  than  they  are  at  the 
present  moment?  I  maintain  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  the  farmers  required 
assistance  it  is  now ;  and  it  may  be  prudent 
and  probably  safer  to  make  advances  to  them 
now,  when  prices  are  at  the  lowest,  than  it 
would  be  if  prices  were  high,  with  the  proba- 
bility of  their  coming  down.  We  have  been 
told  a  great  deal  about  this  cheap  money  that 
can  be  obtained.  We  have  been  told  over  and 
over  again  that  money  can  be  obtained  at  5J  per 
cent. ;  but  I  ask  any  one  to  look  over  the  list  of 
mortgages  that  appear  from  time  to  time,  and 
see  how  many  farmers  are  paying  5^  per  cent. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  one.  I  think  it  will 
be  found  it  is  nearer  7, 8,  or  10  per  cent.  Those 
are  the  rates  they  have  been  paying,  and  it  is 
not  likely  tbey  have  dropped  down  all  at  once, 
30  that  farmers  can  now  get  money  at  5^  per 
cent.  If  they  could,  I  would  not  be  a  party  to 
supporting  the  Bill ;  but  when,  to  my  own  know- 
ledge, such  is  not  the  case,  I  think  we  are  en- 
titled, at  all  events,  to  give  the  Bill  a  fair  trial, 
and  to  allow  it  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  as  I 
shall  do,  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to  vote 
against  the  third  reading,  for  there  are  many 
things  in  the  Bill,  I  think,  that  will  require  very 
careful  consideration.  Now,  there  is  another 
point,  that  was  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Whyte  and  by  several  other  speakers,  and  that 
is  that,  although  there  is  a  limitation  to  two 
years,  we  are  told  that  we  must  continue 
this  and  go  on  borrowing  practically  for  ever 
— that  we  cannot  stop,  but  must  go  on  borrow- 
ing and  borrowing.  I  submit  such  is  not  th» 
case,  but  that  Parliament  must  be  again  ap- 
plied to,  and  asked  whether  it  is  satisfied  with 
the  way  in  which  this  is  working,  whether  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony  will  allow  it  to 
go  on  borrowing  more,  or  whether  the  system 
is  satisfactory.    I  say  the  matter  will  be  under 
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oontrol,  and  that  it  cannot  have  reached  such 

g'gantic  proportions  that  Parliament  could  be 
reed  to  carry  it  on.  The  three  millions  of 
money  mast  necessarily  go  into  comparatively 
few  hands,  and  we  shall  not  have  saoh  a  large 
body  o{  people  concerned  as  will  bring  pressure 
to  bear  upon  the  QoTemment  of  the  colony, 
and  it  will  not  be  continued  unless  it  is  found 
to  be  worldng  in  a  satisfactory  way,  the  ad- 
vances made  on  judicious  selections,  and  the 
instalments  regularly  paid.  Now,  tiiere  are 
one  or  two  things  to  which  I  wish  to  refer.  As 
this  was  intended  to  give  assistance  to  farmers, 
I  think  the  operation  of  the  Bill  should  be  con- 
fined to  country  districts.  I  do  not  think  the 
town  properties  should  come  nnder  this  system 
of  advances  at  all ;  they  are  beyond  the  scope 
of  this  Bill.  I  think  that  is  one  direction  in 
which  the  Bill  ought  to  be  amended.  Then,  I 
think  also,  with  the  view  of  assisting  farmers, 
the  maximum  amount  is  fixed  too  high.  I 
think  £5,000  is  too  large  an  amount.  We  do 
not  want  to  have  the  money  distributed  to 
those  who  are  well  off  and  can  readily  get 
money,  possibly  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  What 
we  want  to  do  is  to  assist  the  struggling 
country  men  to  establish  themselves  in  the 
colony,  and  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  with 
advantage  to  the  country.  Now,  I  merely  say 
these  few  words  to  give  what  I  consider  a  suf- 
ficient reason  for  allowing  the  Bifl  to  be  ad- 
vanced a  further  stage.  At  the  same  time  I 
recognise  this :  that  the  crux  of  the  whole  thing 
will  lie  in  its  administration.  I  think  ne  are 
all  agreed  upon  that.  That  is  the  one  great 
difficulty,  to  my  mind — to  say  whether  the 
Government  is  capable  of  Eidministering  such 
an  institution  as  this,  or' such  a  system  as  this, 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  recognise  that 
oare  is  being  taken  in  the  selection  of  a  Board. 
I  also  recognise  that  companies  with  very 
enable  men  to  manage  them  have  made  very 
severe  losses,  but  that  has  been  simply  because 
too  high  advances  have  been  made  from  want  of 
discreet  valuations.  That  is  one  of  the  chief 
points,  and  in  the  administration  special  atten- 
tion must  be  given  to  it.  One  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult things  is  to  get  suitable  and  thoroughly 
competent  valuators ;  I  do  not  say  honest  valua- 
tors— I  believe  plenty  of  them  can  be  got ;  but 
we  want  men  who  will  have  the  knowledge  and 
capability  of  forming  a  sound  judgment,  which 
ia  a  most  difficult  thing,  as  any  one  knows  who 
has  had  anything  to  do  with  advancing  money. 
That  is  one  point,  at  any  rate.  Of  course,  we 
mast  admit  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force 
in  what  has  been  said  by  several  honour-' 
able  gentlemen  about  the  margin  of  1^  per  cent, 
between  the  rates  at  which  the  money  is  to  be 
borrowed  and  lent.  That  is  a  very  small  mar- 
gin to  go  upon.  Of  course,  in  the  question  of 
administrauon  we  have  all  the  departments 
of  the  Qovemment  practically  at  our  disposal 
for  catzying  out  this  measure.  No  doubt  there 
will  be  considerable  saving  in  that;  but  we 
cannot  get  over  this:  that  there  must  inevit- 
ably be  losses  of  some  kind.  No  man's  judg- 
ment can  be  perfect,  no  matter  how  honest  he 
may  be,  and  therefore  we  have  to  see  that 
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there  is  a  sufficient  margin  to  cover  losses 
that  may  arise.  There  is  one  other  point  I 
must  allude  to,  and  that  is  the  fact  that 
these  are  to  be  made  Crown  debts,  and  to  take 
precedence  over  all  other  debts  for  all  time. 
That  is,  to  my  mind,  a  most  objectionable  fea- 
ture, and  ought  to  be  eliminated.  I  think  the 
Crown,  when  it  makes  an  advance,  must  accept 
the  position  of  ordinary  advancers.  They  take 
security  over  the  land,  and  they  must  look  to 
that.  It  is  not  fair  or  just  to  make  it  a  Crown 
debt,  so  as  to  make  the  debt  a  burden  upon 
a  man  and  his  family  for  the  whole  of  their 
lives.  I  make  these  remarks  to  show  why  I  in- 
tend to  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
reserving  to  myself  the  right  to  vote  against  it 
after  it  has  passed  through  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  before 
you  put  the  question  I  should  like  just  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks.  In  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  I  explained  it  so  far  as  wew 
possible,  and  no  one  seems  to  have  taken  ex- 
ception to  the  explanation  I  made  of  the  main 
features  of  the  measure.  Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  pleasure  to  the  debate  ;  but  I 
have  witnessed  with  pain  a  proceeding  which 
has  been  introduced  into  this  Council,  and 
which,  I  trust,  will  not  he  regarded  as  a  prece- 
dent in  future.  I  have  noticed  the  assiduity 
with  which  certain  members  of  this  Council 
have  endeavoured  to  obtain  pairs,  which  are 
not  recognised  in  this  Council. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Oh  I 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  say  they 
are  not  recognised  in  this  Council,  and  it  has 
been  done  for  the  express  purpose  of  killing 
what  I  informed  the  Council  was  a  policy  Bill 
to  which  the  Government  attaches  very  great 
importance.  This  illustrates  very  clearly  what 
has  been  from  time  to  time  denied  in  this 
Council,  especially  to  young  members — that 
there  is  "  party  "  here.  Sir,  it  is  a  farce  to 
suppose  there  is  no  party  here.  The  very 
phrases  have  been  repeated  often,  **  those  on 
these  benches,"  "  on  this  side  of  the  House  " ; 
and  yet  we  are  told  there  is  no  party  here. 
My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens,  m  the  very 
able  speech  in  which  he  attacked  this  Bill, 
terminated  his  remarks  by  a  statement  which 
I  am  surprised  to  see,  coming  from  one  who  is 
so  careful  in  his  remarks  and  in  his  actions  in 
this  Council.  He  gives  as  his  first  reason 
why  this  Bill  should  not  be  read  a  second  time 
a  reason  for  which  there  is  absolutely  no 
foundation  in  fact.  He  has  prepared  a  kind 
of  preamble  which  is  absolutely  incorrect  and 
without  foundation.  The  Bill,  Sir,  is  clear 
that  the  borrowing  is  to  be  limited ;  the  Bill 
limits  the  time  and  it  limits  the  amount.  And 
yet  my  honourable  friend,  with  a  want  of  accu- 
racy which  is  not  characteristic  of  him,  has 
placed  upon  record  a  statement  which  is  abso- 
lutely without  foundation.  He  says,  "Whereas 
this  Bill  proposes  to  initiate  a  policy  of  un- 
limited borrowing,  which  must  be  attended 
with  great  risk  and  commercial  responsibility, 
and  whereas  no  opportunity  has  been  afforded 
to  the  people  of  the  colony  to  express  an 
opinion  thereon."     Is  my  honourable  friend 
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acquainted  with  the  fact  that  on  every  plat- 
form throughout  New  Zealaud  this  question 
of  cheap  money  for  farmers  was  one  of  the 
main  planks  which  the  present  representatives 
of  the  people  were  returned  to  Parliament  upon 
— that  it  was  one  of  the  biggest  questions  that 
were  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  colony, 
and  that  the  Government,  in  obedience  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  have  introduced  as  soon  as 
they  could,  consistently  with  the  other  business 
in  hand,  the  measure  of  this  character  which 
is  now  before  the  Council  ?  It  has  come  from 
another  place,  and  it  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  My 
honourable  friend  Mr.  MacGregor  did  me  the 
honour  to  say  that  in  introducing  this  Bill  I 
used  a  certain  amount  of  sophistry.  Sir,  I 
never  use  sophistry.  I  speak  very  plainly — 
perhaps  too  plainly  sometimes  for  myself — 
and  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  using  anything 
but  the  plainest  language.  But  I  would  say 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whose  speech 
I  would  particulsirly  refer  that  he  used  a  great 
deal  of  sophistry  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
made  his  remarks.  I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens.  He  says  that  the  object  of  this  Bill 
is  to  borrow  three  millions  of  money  on  the 
public  credit  and  to  lend  it  out  to  settlers ; 
and  while  be  would  not  deny  the  contention 
that  there  was  a  general  demand  at  the  last 
election  that  this  money  should  be  obtained  for 
the  people,  yet  he  stated  there  was  a  mandate 
of  another  character — namely,  that  there  was 
to  be  no  borrowing.  Now,  how  on  earth  could 
the  people  suppose  that  we  are  going  to  obtain 
money  for  lending  to  settlers  unless  it  is  bor- 
rowed from  some  quarter  or  another  ?  Do  they 
suppose  that  it  is  to  drop  like  the  manna  that 
fell  in  ancient  days  upon  the  ground?  We 
must  get  it  from  somewhere,  and  there  is  no 
question  that,  notwithstanding  the  sophistry  I 
am  accused  of  using,  there  was  a  wish  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  that  there  should  be 
money  obtained  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  Who 
are  the  people  who  are  so  much  against  this 
measure?  Sir,  it  is  the  financial  institu- 
tions of  the  colony ;  and  I  say  there  is  no  single 
other  person  who  has  opposed  this  measure 
except  those  connected  with  or  interested  in 
the  financial  institutions,  which  have  been 
the  curse  of  the  country.  I  stated,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that  the  people 
of  the  country  were  suffering  intolerable  bur- 
dens from  the  grinding  rates  of  interest  they 
have  had  to  pay;  and  before  I  sit  down  I 
will  give  an  instance  to  honourable  members 
that  has  come  within  my  own  knowledge  as  to 
the  way  in  which  interest  used  to  be  charged 
in  the  past,  and  the  way  in  which  interest 
is  charged  at  the  present  day.  I  am  sure 
this  Bill  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  re- 
ducing those  rates  of  interest,  and  will  enable 
the  people  to  employ  their  energies  in  the 
fanning  industry  right  through  the  country. 
My  honourable  friend  took  exception  to  the 
statement  made  with  regard  to  the  manner  in 
whioh  the  people  of  Germany  and  France  are 
assisted  by  the  State,  and  then,  in  the  same 
style  of  sophistry,  be  referred  to  the  eridit 
Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


fonder  system,  and  he  told  us  that  it  was  an 
association  of  money-lenders.  Well,  I  am 
aware  that  it  is ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  telling  my  honourable  friend 
that  Germany  has  on  many  occasions  assisted 
people  of  the  farming  class  ;  France  has  done 
the  same ;  and  I  may  also  tell  my  honourable 
friend  that  the  country  which  is  probably  the 
most  prosperous  on  the  face  of  the  earth  — 
Belgium — through  its  Government,  assists  the 
farmers  in  every  possible  way.  I  have  seen 
myself  the  farmers  there  get  the  use  of  the 
cavalry  horses  to  do  their  work.  When  they 
have  no  other  means  of  getting  in  their  harvest 
they  go  to  the  barracks  and  get  the  horses  on 
certain  oonditions,  and  afterwards  return  them 
to  the  barracks ;  and  if  that  is  not  assisting 
the  farmers  I  do  not  know  what  is.  And  my 
honourable  friend  tells  us  that  there  is  no  sack 
thing  as  this  prevailing  in  other  countries  I 
Then,  he  tells  us  that  this  Bill  is  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  borrower  and 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  be  fortunate 
enough  to  get  the  money.  Let  me  ask  my 
honourable  friend,  who  derived  the  benefit 
from  all  those  large  sums  of  money  that  have 
been  squandered  in  the  past  ?  Were  they  not 
supposed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  all?  Have 
the  people  not  borne  part  of  that  burden,  which 
has  been  crushing  them,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  moneys  that  have  been  raised  by  loan  and 
squandered  in  the  past  ?  And  whom  have  they 
benefited  ?  The  rich  landowners  of  the  country, 
who  got  the  railways  run  almost  to  their  very 
drawing-room  doors ;  and  the  people  have  had 
to  suffer  in  consequence  of  that  squandering  of 
money,  to  which  the  Government  of  which  my 
honourable  friend  was  a  member  largely  con- 
tributed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— What  about 
the  district  railways  7 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— They  were 
just  as  bad,  and  you  had  as  great  a  hand  in 
that  as  any  one  else.  Then,  my  honourable 
friend,  with  the  same  ingenuity,  goes  on  to 
talk  about  the  millions  which  have  been  passed 
through  this  session,  and  I  am  thankful  to  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  MacGregor  for  the  Duan- 
ner  in  which  he  dealt  with  that  subject,  which 
I  shall  therefore  not  refer  to  again.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  compares  the  position  in 
the  past  with  the  present.  He  says  we  had 
then  the  world  before  us — we  had  everything 
before  us,  and  now  we  have  nothing.  Sir,  we 
had  chaos  before  us  on  that  occasion,  when  we 
were  developing  the  resources  of  the  country. 
We  have  more  before  us  to-day  —  a  brighter 
future  than  we  had  then,  notwithstanding  all 
the  millions  that  have  been  squandered,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  a  brighter  pro- 
spect before  New  Zealand  to-day,  although  she 
has  had  all  those  millions  of  money,  thoa 
there  was  on  the  occasion  to  which  my  honour- 
able friend  refers,  when  he  says  we  had  the 
world  before  us.  My  honourable  friend  is  not 
an  old  man  yet,  and  I  trust  that  he  may  live 
very  much  longer,  and  long  enough  to  see 
that  these  opinions  I  am  expressing  are  the 
proper  ones.    Then,  he  told  us  we  were  letting 
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ont  a  floodgate  of  borrowing,  and  he  compared 
the  position  of  New  Zealand  in  1887  with  her 
position  at  the  present  day,  and  I  called  the 
attention  of  my  honourable  friend  by  way  of 
interjection  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  he  was 
referring  to  our  bonds  were  at  96.  Sir,  they 
are  to-day,  notwithstanding  the  statements  of 
my  honourable  friend  and  others,  at  a  higher 
rate  than  any  other  colony  can  boast  of :  they 
are  at  the  rate  of  109 — ^a  rate  that  no  other 
colony  can  claim  to  have.  That,  Sir,  is  the 
result  of  the  legislation  of  the  last  three  years. 
The  people  at  Home  are  satisfied  that  the 
administration  of  the  present  Government  is  a 
good  one ;  they  are  satisfied  that  wo  are  not 
going  to  launch  the  colony  into  reckless  borrow- 
ing ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  securities  are 
at  a  higher  rate,  notwithstanding  the  reckless 
administration  which  certain  honourable  mem- 
bers say  has  taken  place  in  the  past.  Kow,  my 
honourable  friend  talks  about  the  recklessness 
of  the  legislation  of  this  session,  which  ho  says 
vill  bring  disaster  upon  us.  If  anything  would 
bring  disaster  upon  us  it  is  the  lamentations 
which  we  have  heard  from  the  money-lenders 
in  this  Chamber — it  is  the  lamentations  which 
we  have  heard  from  time  to  time  spread  all 
over  the  world,  with  everything  else  that  could 
possibly  be  done  to  injure  the  credit  of  the 
colony.  The  colony  is  safe,  however,  notwith- 
standing these  lamentations,  aq^  the  result  is 
that  our  position  in  London  is  secure.  Let 
me  just  give  an  instance  of  the  operations 
of  some  of  these  money-lending  people  I  have 
known,  because  there  ore  some  members  in  this 
Chamber  who  know  similar  cases.  I  knew  of  a 
cose  in  which  a  man  had  left  with  a  merchant 
several  thousand  pounds,  for  which  he  received 
2  per  cent,  at  call,  his  intention  being  to  look 
round  and  purchase  Crown  land.  Having  done 
60  he  drew  upon  the  merchant,  and  was  asto- 
nished to  find  that  he  was  charged  10  per  cent. 
for  the  money  and  2^  per  cent,  commission, 
as  the  merchant  had  regarded  the  money  as 
his  own.  Upon  making  inquiry,  however,  he 
vras  allowed  2  per  cent,  interest,  which  was 
graciously  deducted  from  the  12^  per  cent. 
He  was,  in  fact,  charged  10^  per  cent,  for  getting 
the  money  back.  That  is  a  well-known  fact. 
Now,  we  know  of  other  cases  where  interest  was 
made  payable.  A  man  wanted,  say,  a  loan  of 
■a  few  thousand  pounds  for  a  station.  He  got 
the  money  at  IS  per  cent.  This  be  had  to  pay 
regularly,  sometimes  half-yearly  and  sometimes 
quarterly.  In  those  days  the  facilities  for  carry- 
ing produce  were  not  very  good,  and,  of  course, 
the  man  did  not  get  a  return  for  eight  or  nine 
months,  with  the  result  that  he  was  not  able 
to  meet  the  quarter's  call  for  the  loan,. and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  price  of  the  money 
was  raised.  As  the  money  was  borrowed  from 
a  merchant,  he  was  compelled  to  buy  his 
stores  from  him,  and  all  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  stock  passed  through  the  merchant's 
books ;  and  for  this  he  was  charged  commission. 
Hy  honourable  friend  laughs,  but  he  knows 
it  is  a  fact.  I  am  not  speaking  without  a 
knowledge  of  what  I  am  saying.  I  myself 
have   seen  some  similar  transactions,  and  I 


assure  you  that  the  gentlemen  who  received 
the  benefit  are  now  rolling  in  wealth,  while 
the  farmer  who  worked  the  land,  and  has  had 
to  pay  the  interest,  is  to-day  without  house 
or  home.  It  is  a  feeling  of  compassion  for 
that  man  that  induces  me  earnestly  to  press 
this  matter  in  the  Council,  because  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  bone  and  sinew  of  this 
country  is  the  farmer,  who  should  be  more 
encouraged;  and  the  more  be  is  encouraged 
the  more  prosperity  you  will  have  in  the 
country.  One  honourable  member  says  that 
this  will  lead  to  a  large  number  of  unem- 
ployed, and  that  the  trouble  of  the  country 
just  now  is  that  the  farmers  cannot  employ 
labour,  because  the  prices  of  produce  are  so 
low,  and  because  of  the  bad  harvests.  But 
give  the  farmer  cheap  money,  and  his  energy 
will  be  rapidly  quickened,  and  the  country  will 
flourish  as  it  ought  to  do.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  there  is  no  time  worse 
than  the  present  for  increasing  the  burdens  on 
the  colony,  and  that  we  are  galloping  to  a 
deficit.  We  have  heard  that  old  story  before ; 
but  what  has  been  the  fact  7  We  have  not  had 
a  deficit  yet — it  has  been  rather  the  other  way. 
My  honourable  friend  knows  about  such  things 
in  connection  with  the  Government  of  which 
ho  was  a  member,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  I  remember  when  ho  bad  to  pass  a.  million 
of  money  in  one  night,  and  directly  it  was 
passed  it  was  found  to  be  all  wrong,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  amend  the  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— There  was  a  de- 
ficit when  wo  came  into  office,  but  we  changed 
it  into  a  surplus. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes,  and 
you  spent  a  good  deal  of  that.  I  think  I  need 
not  trouble  the  Council  any  further  with  my 
honourable  friend.  It  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
speeches  of  other  honourable  members  it  is  be- 
cause I  wish  to  save  their  time.  However,  there 
is  one  other  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  I 
would  pay  a  little  attention,  and  that  is  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Phaiuzyn.  Ho,  with 
his  usual  characteristic  utterance,  described 
this  as  an  infamous  piece  of  legislation.  It  was 
a  bad  Bill,  and  dangerous  in  every  respect ;  and 
he  used  some  very  nice  epithets  towards  the 
Government,  and  went  on  to  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  a  petition,  I  think — from  a  speech 
of  a  member  of  the  National  Association. 
Sir,  that  is  the  most  hostile  association  to 
the  present  Government  that  could  possibly 
have  given  expression  to  that  speech,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  my  honourable  friend 
know  the  individual  who  wrote  that  very  nice 
remark  to  which  he  paid  so  much  attention  he 
would  not  have  been  one  to  take  his  advice  upon 
any  financial  question.  He  has  too  much  sense 
for  that.  My  honourable  friend  was  good 
enough  to  call  us  "jubilee  plungers,"  "  sly  bor- 
rowers," and  "a  pawnshop  Government."  Now, 
I  know  that  honourable  gentlemen  are  wont 
to  take  illustrations  from  actual  associations. 
My  honourable  friend,  it  is  quite  true,  did 
not  belong  to  an  establishment  which  hangs 
out  three  balls,  but  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  in  some  of  the  institutions  with  which 
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he  vas  coimeoted  there  were  gome  fine  opera- 
tions going  on  inside,  although  there  were  not 
three  balls  hanging  outside.  Well,  I  think, 
Sir ,  that  nothing  I  can  say  more  on  this 
subj  eot  is  likely  to  alter  a  single  vote ;  and 
I  notice  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
care  taken  to  get  every  possible  vote  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  this  amendment,  but  I 
truBt  the  Council  will  not  allow  any  such  thing 
to  take  place  here,  but  will  give  expression  to 
the  views  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  that  it  will  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 
My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens  stated  that 
DO  such  measure  had  ever  been  introduced, 
(o  far  08  he  was  aware,  in  any  Legislature ; 
but  I  have  now  before  me  a  Bill,  which  I  got 
through  the  merest  accident,  from  Western 
Australia,  in  which  the  Treasurer  has  prepared 
a  measure  on  the  very  same  lines  as  the  Bill 
now  before  the  Council,  and  in  clause  5  will 
be  found  a  provision  stating  that 

"  The  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  time  being 
of  the  colony  may  issue  from  time  to  time 
mortgage  bonds  which  shall  be  in  the  form 
set  out  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act,  or  in  such 
form  as  shall  bo  approved  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggre- 
gate the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act." 

l^at  is  an  indication  of  what  has  already 
been  done  in  another  place,  and  I  wish  to  call 
my  honourable  friend's  attention  to  the  fact. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Where  is  it  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Western 
Australia. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Oh  1 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.- 1  should  like 
to  be  allowed  to  make  an  explanation,  and  I 
shall  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council.  I 
rise  to  contradict  a  statement  the  Colonial 
Secretary  made.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  I  had  been  a  party  to  stiddling  the 
colony  with  the  district  railways. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not 
say  anything  of  the  kind.  I  said  you  had  as 
much  to  do  with  it  as  anybody  else. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  remember  how  he  fought 
and  the  means  he  adopted  on  a  particular 
oooasion,  and  under  very  particular  circum- 
stances, to  secure  the  passing  of  the  District 
Railways  Bill  through  this  Council,  and  that  I 
was  almost  the  sole  opponent  to  his  wishes. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  '  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  ' 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
Ayes,  14. 
Baillie  Jenkinson  Montgomery 

Bonar  Kelly  Bigg 

Buckley  Ken  Taiaro* 

Dignan  McCullough       Whitmore. 

Feldwick  McLean 


Acland 

Barnicoat 

Bowen 

MacGregor 

Ormond 


Noes,  13. 

Peacock  Stewart 

Pharazyn  Swanson 

Reynolds  Whyte 

Stevens  Williams. 


Majority  for,  1. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  5th  October,  1894. 

New  Zealand  Consols  Bill— Native  Land  Court  Bill— 
Licensing  Bill— Adjournment. 


Mr.  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbaykrs. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  stating  that  they  had  passed  this  Bill 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  requested  the 
concurrence  oi  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  intimated  that  the  amend- 
ment in  clause  4  was  one  which  he  considered 
to  be  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  As  the  Bill  passed  the  House,  repay- 
ments were  to  be  made  within  forty  yean. 
That  provision  had  been  altered  by  making  the 
repayments  take  place  within  twenty  years. 
The  Legislative  Council  had  no  power  to  maJce 
that  amendment,  in  his  opinion.  There  was  a 
further  amendment  in  the  same  clause  making 
the  places  where  payments  were  to  be  mode  to 
be  places  within  the  colony.  He  did  not  take 
exception  to  that  on  the  score  of  privilege,  see- 
ing that  the  places  fixed  by  section  80  were  the 
Treasury  in  Wellington  and  any  post-office 
money-order  office  throughout  the  colony.  As 
these  were  places  within  the  colony,  this  amend- 
ment did  not  strike  him  as  being  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  amendments  be 
disagreed  with,  and  that  Mr.  McOowan,  Mr. 
Morrison,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  Man- 
agers to  draw  up  reasons  for  so  disagreeing. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Treasurer  if 
any  arrangement  had  been  made  by  which  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  borrowed  should  be 
reduced  by  bringing  down  a  message  from  the 
Governor  with  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Committee  which  was 
•bout  to  be  appointed  would  interview  the 
representatives  of  another  place,  and,  if  the 
reasons  for  disagreement  submitted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  assented  to  by 
the  other  Chamber,  then  a  Governor's  message 
would  be  brought  down  submitting  a  proposal 
to  the  House  agreeing  to  reduce  the  amount 
from  half  a  million  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
£250,000  a  year. 


Bon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 
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Mr.  a.  HUTCHISON  asked,  would  the  mes- 
sage inoltide  Euoh  an  amendment  as  had  been 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council — namely,  re- 
ducing the  period  from  forty  to  twenty  years  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  No ;  he  disafpreed  with  that. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  disagreed  with  that  be- 
cause it  was  an  infringement  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House ;  but  otherwise  it  seemed  a  de- 
sirable amendment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  a  Conference  to 
l>e  appointed,  and  he  thought  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  as  well  to  waic  until  the  deliberations 
of  the  Conference  were  announced. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  say  that  amendments  which  were 
moved  in  that  House,  and  which  could  not  be 
made  in  another  place,  were  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  Ministry  by  Governor's  message.  That 
was  a  peculiar  form  of  legislation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  surely  those  who  pro- 
posed thos^amendments  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ought  to  be  very  much  pleased  to 
see  the  course  now  being  taJcen. 

Six  B.  STOUT  merely  said  it  was  a  peculiar 
form  of  legislation. 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  asked  whether,  if  this 
House  decided  to  disagree  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Council,  honourable  members 
would  on  a  future  occasion  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  opinions. 

"Mi.  speaker  said  the  matter  would  come 
up  again  when  the  reasons  for  disagreeing  were 
drawn  up  and  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  the  following  reasons  were 
submitted  for  disagreeing  with  the  Council's 
amendments : — 

"  Clause  i :  (1)  Because  the  first  amend- 
ment alters  the  time  when  deposits  are  repay- 
able from  forty  years  to  twenty  years,  and 
consequently  interferes  with  the  financiaj  pro- 
posals of  this  House ;  and  the  House  docs  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  oSer  any  further  reason, 
hoping  that  the  above  may  be  sufficient.  And 
(2)  because  the  second  amendment,  with  re- 
card  to  the  place  of  payment  of  interest,  is 
better  defined  by  section  30  than  by  the 
amendment." 

On  the  question,  That  the  reasons  bo  agreed 
to,  and  be  transmitted  to  the  CouncU, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  as  to  the  first 
reason,  he  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  right 
to  disagree  with  the  amendment,  because  that 
might  be  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House ;  but  he  understood  when  the  Bill 
was  in  Committee  the  Treasurer  said  he  did 
not  want  the  forty  years'  term — that  he  only 
put  that  OS  the  extreme  limit.  It  was  true 
that  the  clause,  as  it  left  the  House,  said  "not 
more  than  forty  years,"  and  the  Council's 
amendment  simply  limited  it  to  "not  more 
than  twenty  years."  As  to  the  places  for 
payment  being  made  "places  within  the 
colony,"  the  object  of  that,  no  doubt,  was  to 
prevent — what,  he  thought,  was  perhaps  neces- 
sary— the  conversion  of  the  stock.  That  was 
the  object  of  this  amendment:  to  make  it  clear 


that  the  stock  could  not  be  converted,  and  that 
the  principal  of  the  bonds  should  be  payable 
here. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  that  Messrs.  Morri- 
son and  McGowan,  who  had  been  able  in  so 
very  short  a  time  to  draw  up  this  document 
giving  reasons  for  disagreeing,  should  step  for- 
ward and  give  to  the  House  their  reasons 
why  they  disagreed.  The  House  would  like  to 
know  those  honourable  gentlemen's  reasons  for 
having  this  elaborate  document  presented  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  reasons  were 
quite  obvious.  The  Treasurer  was  the  person 
who  could  best  inform  them  of  the  reasons. 
Ho  took  it  that  the  Treasurer  did  not  offer  ob- 
jection to  the  second  amendment,  as  to  the 
places  for  repayment  being  places  within  the 
colony,  on  the  ground  of  infringement  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
understood  from  Mr.  Speaker  that  this  second 
amendment  was  not  necessarily  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  and,  he 
submitted,  it  was  desirable  that  this  amend- 
ment by  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  on 
its  merits  adopted  by  the  House,  because  it 
would  be  seen  that  clause  SO  did  not  necessarily 
cover  the  same  ground  as  clause  4.  Clause  30 
dealt  only  with  the  interest,  whereas  clause  i, 
as  amended  by  the  Council,  provided  that 
principal  as  well  as  interest  should  be  payable 
in  the  colony.  So  it  would  be  as  well  to  have 
Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  upon  this  point.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Speaker's  attention  had  not  been  directed 
to  the  point.  Clause  SO  dealt  only  with  the 
payment  of  interest,  whereas  clause  4  dealt 
with  the  question  of  the  repayment  of  principal 
as  well  as  interest.  If  that  amendment  was 
not  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  he  thought  it  a  desirable  change,  so  that 
the  principal  should  he  repayable  within  the 
colony. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  observed  that  he  had  said 
that  he  did  not  consider  this  amendment  to  be 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
and  did  not  desire  that  it  should  be  objected  to 
on  that  ground ;  but  of  course  it  could  be  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ordinary  grounds,  that  it  was 
not  a  desirable  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  moved,  That  the  House 
does  not  agree  with  the  second  reason  just 
submitted, — because  he  thought  that  the  prin- 
cipal should  be  repayable  within  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  not  see  why  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  should  object  to  this  amend- 
ment by  the  Legislative  Council.  Upon  the 
second  reading,  and  at  every  opportunity  since, 
the  Government  had  impressed  upon  the  House 
and  the  country  that  their  desire  was  to  place 
the  means  of  investment  provided  by  this  Bill 
at  the  disposal  of  people  within  the  colony,  who 
did  not  require  to  have  the  payment  of  either 
interest  or  principal  made  in  London.  He  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  and  others  had  pointed  out  time 
after  time  that  unless  the  Government  insured 
the  exclusion  of  the  wicked  foreign  money- 
lender the  Government  would  virtually  be  pay- 
ing 4  per  cent,  to  him  under  this  Bill,  instead 
of  the  8}  per  cent,  at  which  be  was  ready  to 
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leDd  his  money.  He  hoped,  theiefore,  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  v?ouId  enlighten  the  House  upon 
this  point,  and  indicate  the  why  and  wherefore 
of  his  change  of  front  upon  this  matter,  be- 
cause if  this  Bill  was  intended  for  the  purposes 
stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and  other 
members  of  the  Government  they  could  not 
well  object  to  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  hononrable  member  was 
apparently  labouring  under  a  misapprehension. 
If  ho  would  be  good  enough  to  look  at  the  Bill 
he  would  find  that  the  amendment  which  he 
was  now  defending  was  objected  to  because  it 
was  unnecessary.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  look  at  clause  5  of  the  Bill  he  would  find 
that  the  deposits  to  be  made  under  this  Bill 
were  to  be  made  in  New  Zealand ;  and  if  he 
would  look  at  clause  30  he  would  find  that  the 
payments  of  interest  were  to  be  made  at  the 
Treasury  in  Wellington,  or  at  any  post-office 
money  -  order  office  throughout  the  colony. 
That  being  so,  how  could  the  honourable  mem- 
ber suppose  that,  if  the  people  in  the  colony 
invested  in  those  Consols  under  clause  S,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  an  amendment  such  as  was 
gnggested  to  prevent  repayments  of  the  interest 
or  principal  from  being  made  except  at  the 
place  where  deposits  were  to  be  lodged  within 
the  colony — ^namely,  at  the  Treasury  or  at  any 
post-office  money-order  office  in  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  did  not  affect  the 
money-lender  in  London. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  now  changing  his  ground ;  and,  in  fact,  be 
very  conveniently  shifted  his  ground  when  it 
suited  his  purpose  to  do  so.  The  point  he 
urged  was  that  owing  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment the  places  for  payment  would  be  only 
those  within  the  colony,  so  that,  as  he  said, 
the  honourable  member  was  now  changing  his 

g  Q  ground.  He  seemed  to  forget  what  bad 
'  taken  place  with  regard  to  this  BUI 
altogether.  In  Committee  be  (Mr.  Ward)  re- 
peated frequently  that  it  was  intended  that 
these  Consols  should  be  purchasable  at  the 
different  post-offices  fixed  by  the  Bill,  and  at 
the  Treasury  in  Wellington,  and  at  those 
places  only.  If  the  honourable  member  put  in 
the  amendment  he  suggested  it  would  not  meet 
the  objection  he  had  raised.  He  held  that  the 
amendments  proposed  were  unnecessary,  and 
that  it  was  tantamount  to  saying  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  do  this.  Clause  5  showed 
that  the  money  could  be  contributed  in  the 
colony. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — What  about  the  prin- 
cipal ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  principal  was  confined 
only  to  the  colony,  and  the  interest  was  pay- 
able only  in  the  colony;  and  what  more  did 
honourable  members  want,  and  what  more 
could  be  obtained  by  the  insertion  of  the 
twenty  years  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  that 
direction  ?  He  ventured  to  say  that  even  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Bill  could  scarcely 
see  the  necessity  for  the  Legislative  Ooancil 
amendments. 

Mr.  BELL. — They  will  not  do  any  harm. 
Jlr.  Buchanan 


Mr.  WABD  said  that  was  the  old  story,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  honourable  member  was 
serious  in  making  that  remark.  Only  the  other 
evening  the  honourable  member  himself  op- 
posed an  amendment  that  was  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  do  no  harm.  The  honour- 
able member  opposed  it  as  being  unnecessary. 
Ho  (Mr.  Ward)  did  not  believe  in  the  no-barm 
principle.  If  the  Bill  clearly  indicated  what 
was  intended,  that  was  sufficient.  With  regard 
to  the  forty  years,  he  did  not  say  that  he  did 
not  want  that  time.  What  he  said  was  that 
forty  years  was  the  maximum  time,  and  that 
would  in  all  probability  be  the  period  of  the 
Consols,  and  he  explained  that  there  might 
be  instances  in  which  forty  years  might  be  de- 
sirable. He  had  also  stated  that  this  Bill  was 
to  a  great  extent  an  experiment,  and  every 
member  of  the  House  must  admit  that,  when 
such  a  new  system  as  this  was  being  tried,  to 
some  extent  the  result  of  that  trial^ust  be  a 
guide  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  future 
in  connection  with  it.  He  thought  the  ob- 
jections taken  by  the  Legislative  Council  were 
such  that  every  honourable  member  ought  to 
support  the  motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stood  compelled  the  payment  of  principal  with- 
in the  colony  and  not  outside. 

Mr.  WARD  would  read  clause  5,  which  was 
as  follows : — 

"  Deposits  under  this  Act  may  be  made 
at  any  time,  and  from  time  to  time,  and  for 
any  amount,  and  may  be  lodged  either  at  the 
Treasury,  Wellington,  or  at  any  post-office 
money-order  office  in  the  colony." 

That  was  the  principal,  which  was  payable 
in  the  first  instance  in  New  Zealand.  Clause 
30  read  as  follows : — 

"  Interest  on  Consols  is  payable  »t  the  Trea- 
sury, Wellington,  or  at  any  post-office  money- 
order  office  throughout  the  colony." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  what  he  referred  to 
was  the  repayment  of  principal  at  the  end  of 
the  forty  years. 

Mr.  WABD  said,  if  in  the  first  instance  the 
principal  was  payable  at  the  post-office  or  at 
the  Treasury  in  the  colony,  he  assumed  that  in 
the  ordinary  course  it  must  be  repaid  in  the 
colony. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

IN    COMUHTEE. 

Clause  185. — Dealings  with  Native  land  pro- 
hibited.    (Government  right  of  pre-emption.) 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  except  as  provided  in  Part  IV.,  Division 
II.,  of  this  Act." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  words  "  as 
has  been  acquired  by  a  Native  or  Natives  from 
the  Crown  or  from  Europeans  "  be  struck  out 
after  the  word  "  land,"  and  the  following  in- 
serted :  "  acquired  by  way  of  purchase,  gift,  or 
testamentary  disposition  from  any  person  or 
persons,  or  by  purchase  from  the  Crown." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  moved  the  addition  of 
the  foUowing  words:  "or  granted  under  the 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Acts." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PABATA  moved,  That  the  following 
words  be  added :  "  Provided  that  nothing  in 
this  Act  shall  preclude  the  leasing  of  lands 
situated  in  the  Middle  Island,  subject  to  con- 
firmation under  section  flfty-tiiree  of  this  Act." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  BUI." 

Ayes,  84. 
Buddo  Kelly,  J.  W.      Pinkerton 

Button  Lawry  Pirani 

GamoroBS  Mackintosh        Beeves 

Camell  Maslin  Bussell,  O.  W. 

Carroll  McOowan  Saundera 

Eamshaw  McKenzie,  3.     Seddon 

Qreen  McNab  Smith,  G.  3. 

Hall  Meredith  Stout. 

Hall-Jones        Millar 
Harris  Mills  Tellers. 

Hogg  Montgomery      Collins 

Hutchison,  W.  O'Borke  Tanner. 

Noes,  19. 

Crowther  Massey  Te  Ao 

Duthie  McKenzie,  B.  Thompson 

Fraser  Newman  Willis. 

Graham  O'Begsm 

Houston  Parata  Tellers. 

EeUy,  W.  Bussell,  W.  B.  Heke 

Lang  Smith,  E.  M.  McGuire. 


For. 
Bniok 
Cadman 
MoLaohlan 
Morrison 
Ward. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Allen 
Wilson 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Buchanan 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  15. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  146. — Committee  may  alienate. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  a  proviso  to  the  efieot 
that  a  Committee  cannot  alienate,  lease,  or 
mortgage  until  after  having  obtained  the  con- 
sent in  writing  of  the  owners. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Atks,  14. 

Crowther 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duthie 

Massey 

TeAo. 

Fraser 

MoGnire 

Tellers. 

Green 

Newman 

Heke 

KeUy,  W. 

Parata 
Nobs,  40. 

Stout. 

Buddo 

Hall-Jones 

McGowan 

Button 

Harris 

McKenzie,  3. 

Camoross 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  B. 

Camell 

Houston 

MoNab 

Oanoll 

Hutchison,  W 

Meredith 

OoUins 

Joyce 

O'Began 

Eamshaw 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Flakman 

liamaoh 

Pirani 

Graham 

Mackintosh 

Beeves 

Hall 

Maslin 

Bussell,  G.  W 

Bussell,  W.  B.  Steward 
Saunders  Tanner 

Seddon  Thompson 

Smith,  E.  M.     WiUis. 

Paibs. 
For. 
Allen 
Buchanan 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Stevens 
Wilson. 


Tellers. 
Mills 
Montgomery. 


Against. 
Buick 
Morrison 
McLachlan 
Ward 
Lawry 
Cadman. 


Majority  against,  26. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  65a. — Mode  of  securing  payment  of 
survey-fees. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  add  these  words  to 
the  clause :  "  Every  such  mortgage  shall,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Court,  carry  interest 
at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  centum  per  annum 
from  such  date  as  the  Court  may  appoint." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Camell 

Crowther 

Houston 

Kelly,  W. 

Buddo 

Cam  cross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 


Ayes,  15. 
Lang 
Lamach 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 
McGowan 

Nobs,  37. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McNab 
Meredith 
MUls 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
O'Began 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 


Parata 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Button 
Bussell,  W.  E. 


Bussell,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stout 

Tanner 

TeAo 

WUlis. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Kelly,  J.  W. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 
McGuire 
Mitchelson. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Cadman 
Buick 
Harris 
Ward. 


Majority  against,  23. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  B.  STODT  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  cli^nse : — 

"  All  landg  disposed  of  by  sale  under  this 
Part  of  the  Act  by  the  Land  Board  shall  be 
disposed  of  by  auction." 

GlansB  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  the  addition  of  th* 
follovrin^  new  clause  : — 

"  Subject  to  confirmation  under  the  provisions 
of  section  fifty-three  of  this  Act,  any  land  held 
by  a  Native  in  severalty  may  be  aJienated  as 
heretofore." 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


668       Native  Land  Court  Bill.       [HOUSE.] 


Lioenting  Bill.         [Oct.  5 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Oarroll 

Ciowthei! 

Fraser 

Graham 

Harris 


Buddo 

Button 

Camoross 

Oamell 

Colling 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

KeUy,  J.  W. 


ates,  ao. 

Heke 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGuire 
McEenzie,  B. 

Noes,  84. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McQowsLn 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Rorke 
Farata 
Pirani 


Mills 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Te  Ao. 

Tellers. 
Houston 
Thompson. 

Beeves 

Bussell,  G.  W. 
Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  B.  M. 
.  Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Taimer. 

Tetten. 
Hogg 
Finkerton. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Onthie  Cadman 

Green  Buick 

Hutchison,  G.  Lamach 

Mitohelson  Ward 

Bussell,  W.  B.  Stevens 

Wilson.  Duncan. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Motion  negatived. 
Clause  not  inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition   of  the 
following  new  clause : — 

"  Where  a  person  has  acquired  from  the 
owners  a  valid  lease  for  a  term  one-half  of 
which  shall  have  expired  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety -five,  and  such  person  is  in  actual 
beneficial  occupation  of  the  land  demised,  it 
shall  be  lav?ful  for  him,  if  the  owners  consent, 
within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
to  obtain  a  renewal  of  his  lease  for  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  land  the  subject  thereof  for  a 
further  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  upon 
such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  owners  and  the  lessee,  and  be  approved  by 
a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court:  Provided 
no  lease  shall  in  all  exceed  the  term  of  twenty- 
one  years  from  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five." 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause : —  v 

"  Wherever  any  land  is  charged  by  way  of 
mortgage  to  secure  payment  of  tne  cost  or  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  any  survey  mcMle  prior  to  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  the  Court  may  include  in 
such  cost  suoh  sum  by  way  of  interest  as  to 
the  Court  shall  seem  fair  and  reasonable,  but 
such  sum  shall  in  no  oase  exceed  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  computed  from  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  order  of  the  Court  granting  suoh 
survey  lien,  and  in  no  case  shall  interest  be 
allowed  for  more  than  five  years." 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 


LICENSING  BILL. 

ni  COMinTTBB. 

Clause  a. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanein 

Button 

Camcross 

Collins 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lawry 


Ayes,  36. 
Heke 
Hogg 
Houston 
KeUy,  W. 
Lang 

Mackintosh 
Massey 
McGuire 
Mills 

Noes,  29. 
Maslin 
McGowan 
'  McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 
Pairs. 


O'Began 
Parata 

BusseU,  W.  B. 
Smith,  E.  U. 
Steward 
Te  Ao. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Beeves 

Bussell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Taimer 
Thompson. 
Telkrs. 
Hall-Jones 
MoNab. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
Mitchelsou 
Bussell,  W.  B. 
Wilson. 


Against. 
Cadman 
Buick 
Lamach 

Ward 

Stevens 

Duncan. 


Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  3.— Saving  of  persons. 

Mr.  McNAB  moved  the  insfertion  of  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  except  when  the  sale  of  liquor 
is  prohibited  under  a  national  option  poll  taken 
under  this  Act  as  hereinafter  provided  for." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  16. 


Allen 

Houston 

O'Began 

Crowther 

Lang 

Steward. 

Fraser 

Mackintosh 

Graham 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Mills 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Montgomery 
Nobs,  86. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

BeU 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Bnddo 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Camcross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Pirani 

Camell 

Maslin 

Beeves 

Carroll 

Massey 

Seddon 

Collins 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Eamshaw 

McGuire 

Stoat 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Hall 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson. 

Hall-Jones 

McNab 

Tellen. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Joyce 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Newman 

BusseU.  a.  W 

Kelly,  J,  W. 
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Paibs 

For. 

Against 

Duthie 

Cadman 

Green 

Buiok 

Hutchison,  O. 

Larnach 

Mitchelson 

Ward 

Russell,  W.  B. 

Stevens 

Wilson. 

Duncan. 

[HODSB.] 


Licensing  Bill. 

Paibs 

For. 

Against. 

Duthie 

Cadman 

Green 

Buiok 

Hutchison,  G. 

Lamaoh 

Mitobelson 

Ward 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Stevens 

Wilson. 

Duncan. 
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Majority  against,  '20. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.    ALLEN  moyed.   That  strangers    be 
ordered  to  withdraw. 
The  CSommittee  divided. 


Buchanan 

CamcroBS 

Collins 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Eeke 

Houston 

Kelly,  W. 

BeU 

Bnddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 


A;28,  21. 
Lang 
Lawry 
MoGowan 
McGnire 
MoKenzie,  J. 


Morrison 


Parata 
Reeves 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Steward. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Massey. 


Noz8,  SO. 
Hutchison,  W.  O'Regan 


Joyce 
KeUy,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
MoKenzie,  R. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Newman 


Pinkerton 
Russell,  Q.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 

Thompson. 
Tellers. 
Pirani 
Tanner. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
Michelson 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Cadman 
Buiok 
Lamaoh 
Ward 
Stevens 
Duncan. 


Majority  against,  9. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


AUen 

Carnoross 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Graham 

Heke 

Bell 

Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hntohiaon,  W, 


Aybs,  17. 
Hogg 
Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 
Mills 
Montgomery 

Noes,  31. 

Joyce 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


MoGowan 

MoGuiie 

MoKenzie,  B. 

MoNab 

Meredith 

Newman 


O'Regan 

Parata 

Steward. 

Tellers. 
Lang 
Smith,  E.  M. 

Pirani 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  3. 

Stout 

Tanner. 

TeUen. 
Morrison 
Pinkerton. 


Majority  against,  li. 
Mo'tion  negatived. 

Mr.    MoGOWAN  moved.   That  the    Chair- 
man leave  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Carnoross 

Houston 

MoGowan 

Bell 

Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Graham 

HaU 

Harris 


Atbs,  7. 

O'Regan 
Steward. 

Nobs,  83. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


Kelly,  W. 


McGuire 

MoKenzie,  R. 

McNab 

Meredith 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

Newman 


Tellers. 
Buchanan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Pinkerton 
Pirani 
Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  Q.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Buick 
Button 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Willis. 


Against. 
Green 

Russell,  W.  R. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Cadman 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  26. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  14. 

Allen  Hogg  O'Regan 

Buchanan  Houston  Smith,  E.  M. 

Camcrosa  MoGowan  Tellers. 

Crowther  Meredith  Fraser 

Graham  Montgomery  KeUy,  W. 

Noes,  28. 
Bell  Joyce 

Bnddo  Lawry 

Camell  Mackenzie,  T. 

Carroll  Massey 

Collins  McGuire 

Earnshaw  McKenzie,  B. 

Flatman  McNab 

Hall  Morrison 

Hall- Jones         Newman 
Harris  Pinkerton 

Paibs. 


Pirani 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Stout 

Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Maslin 
Smith,  G.  J. 


For. 
Buiok 
Button 
MiUs 


Againtt. 
Green 

Russell,  W.  B. 
Hntohiaon,  W. 
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Mitchelson 
McKenzie,  J. 

Willis. 


Cadmon 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  14. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved.  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Buchanan 

Fraser 

Graham 

Harris 

Hogg 

Buddo 

Carroll 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 

Joyce 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 


Ayes,  14. 
Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
Massey 
McGowan 
Montgomery 

Noes,  22. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Morrison 
Finkerton 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 


O'Began  ' 
Smith,  E.  M. 

Tellers. 
AUen 
Gamcross. 

Smith,  O.  J. 
Steward 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Pirani. 


For. 
Bnick 
Button 
Camell 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Reeves 
Willis. 


Paihs. 


Against. 
Green 

Russell,  W.  B. 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Cadman 
Newman 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  8. 
Motion  negatived. 

The    Committee  divided  on    Mr.  MoNab's 
amendment. 

Ayes,  20. 
Bell  Massey  Seddon 

Buddo  Meredith  Smith,  G.  J. 

Eamshaw  Montgomery      Stout 

Hall-Jones         Morrison  Tanner. 

Joyce  O'Began  Tellers. 

Mackenzie,  T.   Pirani  Flatman 

Maslin  Russell,  G.  W.  McNab. 

Noes,  18. 
Harris  Pinkerton 

Hogg  Smith,  E.  M. 

Houston  Steward. 

Kelly,  W.  Tellers. 

MoGowan  Fraser 

McLachlan        McKenzie,  R. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Gamcross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Graham 


For. 
Buick 
Button 
Camell 
Duncan 
Hutchison,  W. 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Beeves 
Willis. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Green 

Russell,  W.  B. 
Lanry 
Wilson 
Mills 
Duthie 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Cadman 
Newman 
Millar. 


Majority  for,  2. 
Words  inserted. 


Mr.  McNAB  moved.  That  the  words  "  bon& 
fide"  be  inserted  in  subsection  (2)  before  the 
words  "  for  medicinal  purposes." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

CamcrosB 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 


Ayes,  35. 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Hogg 
Joyce 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGowan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Montgomery 

Nobs,  3. 
Kelly,  W. 

Tellers. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan. 


Morrison 
O'Began 
Pinkerton 
Bnssell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Stout. 

Tellers. 
Pirani 
Tanner. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Bnick 
Button 
Camell 

Hutchison,  W. 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Beeves 
Willis. 


Against. 
Green 

Russell,  W.  B. 
La  wry 
Pere 
Duthie 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Cadman 
Newman 
Millar. 


Majority  for,  82. 
Words  inserted. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved.  That  progress 
be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Camoross 

Collins 

Fraser 

Graham 

Harris 

Hogg 


BeU 

Buddo 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Hall-Jonea 

Heke 

Joyce 

Maslin 


Ayes,  19. 
Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
Massey 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
O'Began 

Noes,  21. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Morrison 
Pirani 
BuBseU,  G.  W. 


Pinkerton 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Steward. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout. 

Tellers. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Tanner. 


Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved,  That  the  Chairmaa 
leave  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Camoross 
OarroU 
Duncan 
Houston. 


Ayes,  10. 
Kelly 
MoGfowan 
MoLaohlan 
Steward. 


TelUn. 
Buchanan 
Mills. 
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AUen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Gollins 

Eamshaw 

Flatmaji 

Fraser 

Hall-Joneg 

Harris 

Heke 

Hogg 


Noxs,  90. 
Hutchison,  W.  Pirani 
Joyce 

Maokenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Maasey 
MoKeazie,  B. 
MoKab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 


Sanndeis 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  a.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
O'Began 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Majority  against,  20. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen  Hogg  Meredith 

Camcross  Houston  Mills 

Carroll  Kelly,  W.  Montgomery 

Collins  Mackenzie,  T.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan  Massey  Tellers. 

Fraser  McGowan  Buchanan 

Harris  McLachlan  Duthie. 

Heke 

Noes,  21. 

Bell  Morrison  Steward 

Buddo  O'Regan  Stout 

Eamshaw  Pirani  Tanner 

Hall-Jones         Bussell,  G.  W.  Te  Ao. 
Hutchison,  W.  Saunders  Tellers. 

Joyce  Seddon  Flatman 

Maslin  Smith,  G.  J.  McNab. 

MoEenzie,  B. 

The  Chaibuak  gave  his  casting-vote  with 
the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  28. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Camcross 

Houston 

Pinkerton 

Collins 

Kelly,  W. 

RusseU,  W.  E 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Steward. 

Fraser 

Meredith 

TeOert. 

Harris 

MiUs 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Mitohelson 
Nobs,  32. 

Graham. 

BeU 

Maslin 

Saunders 

Bnddo 

MoGowan 

Seddon 

Button 

McGuire 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

McKeuzie,  R. 

Stout. 

Flatman 

McLachlan 

Hall- Jones 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

Morrison 

Eamshaw 

Joyce 

Russell,  G.W. 

O'Regan. 

Majority  for. 

1. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  House,  at 
its  rising,  do  adjoum  to  half-past  two  o'clock 
on  Monday. 

The  House  divided. 


Bell 
Buddo 
Button 
Carroll 

Collins 
Eamshaw 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 

AUen 

Buchanan 

Camcross 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fraser 

Graham 

Guinness 

Harris 


Az£S,  23. 
Heke 

Hutchison  W. 
Joyce 
Maslin 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Morrison 
Newman 

NOKS,  27. 
Houston 
Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  R. 
MuLiachlan 
Milk 


Pirani 
Saimders 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout. 

Tellers. 
Massey 
Mitohelson. 


O'Regan 
Pinkerton 
Bussell.  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Majority  against,  i. 
Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned,  at  a  quarter  to  eleven 
o'clock  a.m.,  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  p.m.  on 
Monday. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  8th  October,  1894. 


Siumyside  Asylum— Fersonal  Explanations— Land 
for  Settlements  Bill— Shearing  at  Benmore  Sta- 
tion—Switchback  Kailways — New  Zealand  Con- 
sols Bill— Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill 
—New  Zealand  CJonsols  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spzaxeb  took  the   chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Praykbs. 

SUNNYSIDE  ASYLUM. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  JENKIN- 
SON,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  return  laid  on 
the  table  on  the  3rd  instant,  relative  to  the 
expense  of  building  at  Sunnyside  Asylum,  be 
printed. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  had  to  claim 
the  attention  of  the  Council  on  a  matter  of 
privilege.  Last  week  there  appeared  in  a 
portion  of  the  newspaper  press  of  Wellington 
some  comments  on  the  vote  he  gave  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Consols  Bill.  Those 
comments  tou<med  his  honour  and  the  honour 
of  the  GouncU.  His  honour  was  dear  to  him, 
and  the  honour  of  the  Council,  on  which 
depended  its  usefulness,  was  dear  to  all  of 
them.  He  regarded  it,  therefore,  as  a  solemn 
duty  to  declare  that  he  had  never  in  his  life 
given  a  more  simply  straightforward  vote  than 
that  which  he  had  given  on  the  occasion  to 
which  he  referred.  He  had  had  no  com- 
munication, direct  or  indirect,  with  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  that 
Bill,  or  on  any  otiier  Bill,  or  measure,  or 
bosiness ;  nor  had  any  member  of  the  Council 
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asked  him  to  vote  foe  the  Bill,  nor  had  the  nay 
he  was  going  to  vote  been  the  Bubject  of  oon- 
yenation  with  any  one.  The  reason  which 
induced  him  to  vote  foi  the  New  Zealand 
Consols  Bill  was  simply  that  he  attached  little 
importance  to  it,  being  quite  willing  that  the 
experiment  should  bo  tried,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  it  would  prove  inoperative.  The  Coun- 
cil WM  justly  jealous  of  the  character  of  its 
members,  and  he  had  claimed  their  attention, 
believing  it  to  be  his  duty  to  repel  an  imputa- 
tion touching  its  honour,  the  retention  of  which 
unsullied  was  a  most  precious  possession. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  quite  approved  of 
all  his  honourable  friend  had  said,  but  he  felt 
that  be  had  been  attacked  in  the  Press  much 
more  than  his  honourable  friend  had.  Still,  he 
did  not  lay  any  stress  upon  that.  The  Press 
was  quite  welcome  to  make  any  remarks  it 
chose  about  him.  It  would  not  cause  him  to 
deviate  one  iota  from  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue.  He  agreed  with  his  honourable 
friend  that  the  Press  should  not  make  these 
remarks;  but  still  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  to  their 
making  any  remarks  they  thought  fit.  If  it 
did  them  any  good,  it  certainly  would  do  him 
no  harm. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  wished  to  make  a 
personal  explanation  with  respect  to  some  re- 
marks he  had  made  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Middle  District  of  New  Zealand  University 
College  Bill,  in  reference  to  the  attendance  at 
the  University  College  classes  in  Auckland. 
He  had  used  these  words :  "  We  have  already 
three  universities,  and  I  question  whether,  with 
our  limited  population,  we  shall  find  students 
to  fill  another.  I  am  told  that  there  are  very 
few  students  in  Auckland — only  two  or  three 
in  some  classes."  Well,  the  authorities  of  the 
Auckland  University  College  felt  aggrieved  at 
that  statement,  and,  though  it  was  technically 
correct,  it  might  lead  to  an  interpretation  he 
never  intended  his  words  to  have.  It  was  very 
true  that  the  students  attending  some  of  the 
classes  were  few  in  number,  but  those  were 
confined  to  students  who  went  in  for  honours. 
He  found,  from  statistics  with  which  he  hod 
been  supplied,  that  there  were  127  students 
— 67  males  and  60  females;  and  in  physical 
science  especially  the  classes  were  very  well 
attended,  reaching  to  27  or  26 ;  while  in  mathe- 
matics and  chemistry  the  attendance  was 
from  20  to  24,  and  En^sh  language  and  litera- 
ture 17  to  19.  Therefore  the  interpretation 
be  wished  to  put  was  that,  though  in  some  of 
the  classes  the  students  were  few  in  number, 
the  University  was,  on  the  whole,  doing  very 
good  work. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Stkvbns  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  for  insisting  on  the  Council's 
amendments  in  this  Bill : — 

"  Clause  5 :  That  clause  i  oon templates  the 

making  of  an  agreement  between  the  Board 

and  the  owner  or  lessee  including  the  price, 

without  any  interference  by  Ute  Minister  be- 

Bon.  Mr.  Oliver 


yond  a  direction  to  negotiate.  It  therefore 
seems  reasonable  that  the  view  of  the  Boaid 
as  to  price  should  guide  the  purchase  in  all 
cases. 

"  Clause  8 :  The  term  <  one  complete  estate' 
is  not  defined  in  the  Bill,  and  requires  to  be 
made  clear,  and  it  is  submitted  that  the  term 
■  block '  does  this. 

"  Ne#  proviso  to  clause  6 :  It  is  considered 
that  this  coiutitutes  a  sufficient  direction  to 
the  Council. 

"  Clause  21 :  The  amendment  merely  places 
beyond  doubt  what  is  understood  to  be  intended 
by  the  House." 

Reasons  agreed  to. 

SHEARING  AT  BENMORE  STATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  Whether  the  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Thomas  Middleton  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police,  which  appeared  in  the  Wel- 
lington Evening  Post  of  Qie  4th  October,  is 
correct?  If  so,  and  if  there  is  any  other  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject,  will  he  lay  it  on  the 
table  ?  He  moved,  That  the  correspondence  be 
read. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  CiJBBK  read  the  following  correspond- 
ence:— 

'*  Bcnmore  Station,  37th  August,  1694. 

"  Dea£  Sib, — Shearing  will  begin  here  first 
week  in  December,  and  I  should  like  if  you 
could  arrange  so  that  the  men  who  are  coming 
to  work  may  not  be  subjected  to  insult  or 
violence  whUe  passing  through  Kurow  or  on 
their  way  up  the  river.  Friends  inform  me 
that  the  'rash  spirits'  amongst  the  members 
of  the  Shearers'  Union  advise  strong  measures 
being  taken  to  prevent  shearing  commencing 
hero  f>eaceably.  Judging  •  by  what  is  being 
committed  by  the  unionists  in  Australia 
against  those  whom  they  choose  to  injure,  and 
from  the  fact  of  the  failure  of  their  mischievous 
attempt  last  season  to  prevent  the  shearing 
here,  there  may  be  sufficient  in  the  rumour  to 
conclude  that  there  is  trouble  in  store  for  me. 
Over  and  above  protection  for  the  men,  I  think 
it  unjust  that  any  attempt  to  destroy  property 
on  the  station  should  not  be  guarded  against 
by  the  authorities.  I  need  not  point  out  to 
you  the  helpless  position  we  should  be  in  on 
the  station  in  the  event  of  any  preconcerted 
disturbance  arising,  say,  on  the  day  shearing 
begins,  and  without  police  protection.  I  have 
knovm  in  past  years  to  have  had  nearly  one 
hundred  men  gathered  upon  the  station  mote 
than  were  required.  At  this  time  there  may 
not  be  more  than  three  or  four  permanent 
hands  at  the  homestead — the  shepherds  eure 
invariably  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  away,  on  the 
ranges.  Then,  again,  there  is  no  telegraphic 
communication  with  the  nearest  police-station 
(forty-five  miles  distant) :  so  that  I  earnestly 
trust  you  will  take  measures  whereby  we  shaU 
be  protected  from  illegal  molestation. — Years, 
Ac, 

"  Thos.  Middijisos. 

"  Constable  Bradshaw,  Kurow." 
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"  Police  Department 
"  (Oommissioner's  Office), 
"  Wellington,  aist  September,  1894. 

"  Sm, — Your  letter  of  27th  ultimo  to  Con- 
stable Brodshaw  re  police  protection  for  Ben- 
more  Station  daring  shearing -time  has  been 
duly  submitted  to  the  Hon.  the  Defence 
Minister,  who  has  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that,  from  inquiries  made,  it  appears  that,  if 
there  is  any  disturbance,  it  wiU  undoubtedly 
arise  from  your  injudicious  action  in  arranging 
with  an  Oamaru  shearer  now  in  New  South 
Wales  to  bring  over  sixteen  shearers  from  that 
colony,  and  therefore  in  this  matter  you  must 
take  the  responsibility  of  your  own  actions ; 
bat  the  Police  Department  most  distinctly 
decline  to  assist  in  bringing  about  a  quarrel 
between  shearers  and  employers,  and  therefore 
you  must  not  depend  upon  the  department  for 
protection  under  those  circumstances.  From 
all  that  can  be  learned,  it  appears  that  this 
Oamaru  shearer  has  not,  for  some  time  past, 
been  on  good  terms  with  the  workers'  union, 
and  it  appears  to  be  well  known  in  New  Zea- 
land that  ^ou  have  commissioned  him  to 
bring  over  sixteen  men  ;  and  therefore  this  de- 
partment cannot  acquiesce  in  or  support  dan- 
gerous actions,  which  may  lead  to  very  grave 
difficulties  all  over  the  colony. — I  am,  &o., 
'•A.  HCME, 
"  Commissioner  of  Police. 
'<  T.  Middleton,  Esq., 

"  Benmore  Station,  Omarama." 

"  Benmore  Station,  Omarama, 
"  1st  October,  1894. 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Slst  ultimo.  It 
is  surely  an  extraordinary  state  of  affairs  that 
tile  head  of  the  Police  Department  should 
intimate  to  any  citizen  that,  because  he  has 
ventured  to  employ  what  he  considers  the  best 
and  surest  method  of  getting  his  work  effi- 
ciently done,  he  must  consider  himself  beyond 
tiie  pale  of  police  protection,  and  that  if  law- 
less men  choose  at  their  pleasure  to  attack, 
and  perhaps  kill,  himself  and  employes  the 
police  will  not  interfere,  and  he  must  take  his 
chance.  I  have  done  no  wrong.  I  was  worried 
and  annoyed  over  my  last  year's  shearing 
almost  beyond  endurance,  and  my  employes 
were  subjected  to  very  considerable  loss,  and 
this  through  the  action  of  men  many  of  whom 
I  had  employed  year  after  year  at  the  shearing 
here.  And  this  year,  simply  because  I  have 
taken  steps  to  prevent  my  employes  and  myself 
being  at  the  mercy  of  these  same  men,  I  am  to 
be  told  that  I  must  not  look  to  the  police  to 
afford  me  or  my  men  any  protection.  Surely 
things  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  in  New 
Zealand  when,  notwithstanding  all  the  people 
pay  annually  for  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty, they  are  told  by  the  police,  '  You  must 
not  depend  upon  us  for  protection,  because  yon 
have  ventured  to  employ  a  man  who  is  not  on 
good  terms  with  the  workers'  union.'  Sir,  I 
call  upon  yon  to  do  your  duty  in  this  matter. 
If  the  lives  of  men  who  ate  coming  to  earn  a 
living  at  peaceful  avocations  are  to  be  en- 
dangered by  lawless  spirits,  even  though  they 


do  belong  to  workers'  unions,  it  is  your  duty 
to  protect  them,  and  if  you  fail  to  do  so  the 
consequences  will  rest  on  your  head.  In  call- 
ing your  attention  to  the  threatened  danger  I 
am  only  doing  my  duty,  and  if  you  will  not 
protect  myself  and  my  employes  you  must  be 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences,  if  we  are 
driven  by  your  refusal  to  protect  us  to  take  the 
law  into  our  own  hands  and  protect  ourselves. 
— I  am,  &o.,  "  Thos.  Middlieton, 

"  Manager. 
"  The  Commissioner  of  Police,  Wellington." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
made  inquiries  of  the  department,  and  had 
received  an  answer  to  the  effect  that  the  cor- 
respondence which  appeared  in  the  Post  was 
correct ;  and  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table  with 
other  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

SWITCHBACK  RAILWAYS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had 
that  morning  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  an  account  of  a  very  serious 
accident  that  had  taken  place  in  Christchurch 
on  a  show  called  a  switchback  railway.  There 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  machinery  in 
connection  with  those  shows,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Government  Inspector  had 
inspected  this  machinery  in  Christchurch  and 
passed  it.  He  saw  that  a  show  of  the  same 
sort  was  being  constructed  in  Wellington,  and 
was  to  have  been  opened  last  week,  and  it  was 
commonly  reported  that  it  was  some  serious 
derangement  of  the  machinery  which  had  pre-' 
vented  it  from  being  so  opened.  It  would  be 
well  if  these  shows  were  inspected  by  direction 
of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  imme- 
diately his  honourable  friend  had  spoken  to 
him  on  the  subject  he  had  sent  for  the  In- 
spector of  Machinery  to  make  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  so -called  switchback  railway — 
which  was  a  misnomer — that  was  being  erected 
here.  The  Inspector  had  informed  him  that 
it  was  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  that  he 
would  not  allow  the  proprietor  in  Wellington 
to  have  any  performance  until  he  had  passed 
it.  He  had  not  yet  done  so,  but  the  pro- 
prietor would  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  until 
he  had  inspected  it.  The  Inspector  had  also 
told  him  that  he  would  get  from  the  Inspector 
in  Christchurch  a  report  as  to  the  position  of 
affairs  there,  and  he  hoped  to  have  it  that 
day ;  and  as  soon  as  he  (Sir  P.  A.  Buckley) 
had  it  he  would  inform  the  Council. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  asking 
the  Cooncil  not  to  insist  on  its  amendments  in 
this  Bill,  said  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  show  that 
he  was  doing  what  would  probably  meet  the 
views  of  honourable  members.  The  first  reason 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  disagree- 
ing with  the  Council's  amendments  was  as  fol- 
lows :  "  (1.)  Because  the  first  amendment  alters 
the  time  when  deposits  are  repayable  from  forty 
years  to  twenty  years,  and  consequently  inter- 
feres with  the  financial  proposals  of  this  House ; 
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and  the  House  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
offer  any  further  reason,  hoping  that  the  above 
may  be  sufficient."  He  toolc  it  that  this  was  a 
question  of  privilege,  ivhich  probably  a  Confer- 
ence might  not  satisfactorily  settle ;  that, 
however,  was,  of  course,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council.  With  regard  to  the  second  of  the 
leasons— namely,  that  the  second  amendment, 
with  regard  to  the  place  of  payment  of  interest, 
is  better  defined  by  section  30  than  by  the 
amendment  —  if  honourable  members  would 
refer  to  section  SO  of  the  Bill  he  thought  they 
would  find  it  was  much  more  definite. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  it 
did  not  refer  to  the  principal  there. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he 
thought  it  did.  It  was  exceptionally  clear,  and 
section  30  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  satisfied  that  the  question  in 
regard  to  the  first  reason  was  one  of  privilege, 
and  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  that  question 
raised  at  the  present  time.  He  was  equaJly 
satisfied  that  the  placu  of  payment  of  the 
principal  was  sufficiently  defined  by  the  clause 
intended  to  be  amended — better  defined  than 
in  the  amendment,  because,  after  all,  in  the 
payment  of  interest  the  original  document 
must  be  produced.  For  these  reasons,  he  would 
move,  Timt  the  Council  do  not  insist  on  its 
amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  hoped,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  Council  would  insist  on  its 
amendments.  His  honourable  friend  said  that 
.this  was  a  question  of  privilege,  and  that  pos- 
sibly it  would  not  be  advisable  to  raise  it  now. 
He,  on  the  contrary,  thought  that  it  would  be 
advisable  that  the  question  should  be  discussed 
and  settled,  because  it  was  evident  they  would 
have  many  questions  raised  similar  to  this  if 
Bills  of  this  sort  were  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Council.  They  were  a  new  departure  in 
legislation,  and  precedents  could  not  be  found 
in  English  practice  for  cases  of  this  sort. 
When  they  could  not  find  precedents  they 
must  fall  back  on  the  principle  underlying  all 
the  precedents.  The  principle  on  which  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament  insisted  upon 
having  the  sole  control  of  money  Bills  was  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  could  alone 
make  grants  to  the  Crown  on  behalf  of  the 
people  by  way  of  supply  or  aid,  or  pass  Bills 
to  tax  the  people.  Now,  it  could  not  be  said 
that  there  was  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort  either 
appropriation  or  taxation.  In  the  clause  in 
question  there  was  no  question  of  that  kind ; 
and  his  honourable  friend  said,  in  introducing 
the  Bill,  that  there  was  no  appropriation  of 
the  funds  which  were  to  be  raised — that  the 
Bill  was  one  to  promote  thrift  amongst  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  This,  in  fact,  was 
the  statement  made  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Bill.  Ho  thought  if  they  gave  way  in  this 
case  it  would  remove  almost  every  Bill  from 
amendment  by  the  Council.  If  money  was 
borrowed  for  public  works  it  might  be  said 
that  the  Council  should  not  discuss  how 
these  public  works  were  to  be  carried  out, 
because  the  money  had  been  appropriated  by 
the  House.  The  fact  was,  this  money  was 
Eon.  Sir  P.  A,  Buckley 


borrowed  without  stating  what  it  was  bor- 
rowed for,  and  the  Bill  only  provided  that 
the  money  might  be  deposited  for  a  time  and 
invested  for  that  time — that  people  might  de- 
posit their  money  and  the  Oovemment  might 
issue  certificates  acknowledging  the  deposits. 
— all  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  who 
deposited  the  money.  Surely  that  could  not 
be  said  to  be  appropriation.  He  was  satisfied 
that  honourable  members  oould  not  find  any 
precedent  in  any  English  authorities  for  such 
a  Bill  as  this  being  treated  as  a  money  Bill. 
Therefore  he  hoped  the  Council  would  stand 
upon  the  principle,  which  none  of  them  dis- 
puted, that  the  questions  which  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  was  debarred  from  dealing  with 
should  be  strictly  questions  of  appropriation  or 
taxation.  And,  looking  at  this  Bill,  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  clauses  amended  by  the  Coun- 
cil were  not  clauses  of  appropriation  or  taxa- 
tion. As  this  was  not  the  time  for  discussing 
the  matter  at  length,  he  would  move,  Tliat 
the  Couiicil  disagree  with  t)ie  reasons  given  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  reasons  for  so 
disagreeing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACOBEOOB  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
Attorney-General.  The  question  raised  with 
regard  to  the  amendment  made  by  the  Council 
in  clause  i  of  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Bills 
was  a  very  important  one,  and  the  Council,  by 
yielding  to  the  contention  set  up  with  regard  to 
that  amendment  by  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  would  be  allowing  what  seemed  to  him 
a  very  serious  interference  with  its  powers  and 
privileges.  The  expression  used  in  the  reasons 
given  by  the  other  House  was  that  it  interfered 
with  the  financial  proposals  of  the  House.  So 
far  as  he  was  aware,  there  was  no  authority 
at  all  for  the  proposition  implied  in  such  a 
statement,  that  the  Council  had  no  power 
to  interfere  with  financial  proposals.  The 
doctrine  as  to  the  power  of  the  Council 
with  regard  to  money  Bills  should  be  very 
strictly  limited  in  accordance  with  practice 
and  precedent,  and,  as  far  as  one  could  gather, 
that  practice  was  limited  entirely,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  had  said,  to  ways  and  means  and 
appropriation  of  revenue.  He  did  not  think  it 
could  be  seriously  contended  by  any  one  that 
this  clause  in  the  Consols  Bill  fixing  the  term 
of  Consols — the  term  within  which  the  prin- 
cipal WBii  repayable — in  any  way  came  within 
that  definition.  It  was  neither  in  any  sense 
an  appropriation  Bill  nor  in  any  sense  a  Bill 
imposing  taxation.  To  yield  on  a  point  of  that 
sort  would  be  giving  up  so  much  that  the  power 
of  the  Council  would  be  gone  to  amend  in 
almost  any  part  a  Bill  which  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  chose  to  call  a  money  Bill. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  impression,  and,  he 
thought,  a  very  erroneous  impression,  that  the 
Council  had  no  power  to  amend  in  any  part 
what  was  called  a  money  Bill.  There  was  no 
authority  at  all  for  the  proposition  that  the 
clauses  even  in  a  money  Bill  which  were  not 
appropriating  or  taxation  clauses  could  not  be 
amended.    But  a  very  important  question  arose 
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beyond  that,  and  that  vras,  whether  the  Bill 
WM,  in  the  strict  and  pioper  sense,  an  appro- 
priation Bill  at  all,  or  a  Bill  levying  taxation. 
It  was  unnecessary  at  present  to  disouss  that 
question;  but  to  accept  the  motion  of  the 
Attomey-Oeneral  and  yield  that  point  would 
be  a  very  serious  matter  indeed.  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  accept  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said,  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  privilege  on  money  Bills,  he  did 
not  see  how  a  Committee  of  the  Council  could 
settle  it  even  after  bringing  in  a  report.  It  was 
laid  down  by  the  Constitution  Act  and  "The 
Parliamentary  Privileges  Act,  1865,"  what  their 
powers  and  privileges  were,  and,  if  the  latter  Act 
was  to  be  over  amended  by  way  of  diminution 
or  extension  with  regard  to  the  powers  of  the 
Council,  surely  that  must  be  done  by  statute, 
and  not  by  report  of  a  Committee. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — A  Conference. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  a  Conference 
could  not  settle  the  point.  What  was  really 
wanted  was  a  proper  definition  of  the  powers 
of  the  two  Houses  by  statute,  and  that  would 
be  best  brought  about  by  a  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  sitting  early  during  the  session 
and  submitting  a  joint  report. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  thought  the  only  way 
by  which  they  could  arrive  at  a  settlement  of 
the  question  was  to  have  a  Conference,  in  which 
the  interpretation  of  the  Act  under  which  they 
were  constituted  should  be  defined,  and  he 
thought  it  was  absolutely  essential  for  the 
well-being  and  good  of  the  Council  that  this 
thing  should  be  defined  now.  If  they  were  to 
be  debarred  making  such  alterations  as  this 
one,  their  powers  as  a  Council  would  be  abso- 
lutely gone,  and  they  might  just  as  well  go 
home  and  not  attempt  to  amend  anything 
done  by  the  other  House.  He  thought  this 
was  one  of  the  most  serious  and  important 
matters  that  could  possibly  arise,  involving  as 
it  did  the  existence  and  value  of  the  Council  as 
a  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Sjr  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  he  al- 
ways had  admitted,  and  always  would  admit, 
that  the  Council  should  either  reject  or  ac- 
cept without  any  amendment  any  Bill  deal- 
ing with  revenue  or  taxation.  But  in  what 
particular  did  this  clause  bring  in  a  question  of 
taxation  at  all  ?  It  could  not  be  said  that  the 
money  was  to  be  raised  from  the  people  by 
taxation.  It  could  not  be  called  revenue 
proper ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  straining 
the  Act  under  which  the  Council  existed  to  say 
that  they  could  not  amend  such  a  clause.  Their 
Speaker  had  ruled  in  one  way.  He  granted 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  other  Chamber  had 
ruled  otherwise.  He  thought  this  was  a  fair 
question  between  the  two  Houses,  and  he 
might  suggest,  rather  than  stop  the  business, 
under  protest,  the  Council  might,  if  the  Con- 
ference agreed,  recommend  that  the  point  be 
referred  Home,  as  they  did  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, on  the  application  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  They  at  that  time  had  come 
to  a  position  in  which  they  could  not  get  any 
further  forward  or  backward,  and  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  meanwhile  considered  the 


point,  and  insisted  that  the  Council  should  re- 
fer the  case  to  the  highest  authorities  at  Homo. 
That  question  was  settled,  and  the  Council 
accepted  that  decision.  This  being  a  totally 
new  practice,  of  treating  loans  as  public  re- 
venue raised  by  taxation,  and  an  inconvenient 
practice  having  grown  up  of  putting  in  clauses 
which  dealt  with  such  loan-moneys,  and  find- 
ing the  House  of  Bepresentatives  regarded 
these  Bills  as  revenue  Bills,  or  Bills  dealing 
with  the  appropriation  of  revenue,  he  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  the  Council  should 
take  a  stand  somewhero  and  propose  to  have  tbe 
case  referred  to  constitutional  authorities  at 
Home  ;  or  that  thoy  should  lay  the  Bill  aside. 
For  his  part,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
laid  aside,  and  he  should  very  much  prefer  to 
see  an  authoritative  decision  obtained  upon  the 
point.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  that 
would  be  the  wisest  and  most  harmonious  way 
of  settling  the  matter — that  was,  it  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  at  the  Conference,  still 
insisted  on  their  objections  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  on  the  ground  of 
privilege.  He  thought  that  was  the  best  course 
to  adopt.  There  was  scarcely  a  Bill  which 
came  before  them  on  which  the  same  ques- 
tion might  not  be  raised,  and  he  thought  the 
sooner  they  got  the  thing  settled  the  more 
likely  it  would  be  to  insure  harmonious  work- 
ing between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legis- 
ture. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  like 
to  make  an  explanation.  So  far  as  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned,  bis  course  was  clear.  That, 
of  course,  was  to  move  the  motion  which  he 
had  moved.  That  was  well  recognised  as  the 
proper  course  for  any  one  who  sat  where  he  did. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  as  anxious  as  any 
living  man  to  preserve  the  dignity  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Council.  He  had  always  endea- 
voured to  do  so,  and  he  trusted  he  always 
would  do  so.  He  was  not  at  all  sure  that  a 
Conference  would  not  be  desirable,  because  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  position  of  the 
Council  was  very  indefinite.  Under  an  Act, 
which  he  could  not  for  the  moment  remember, 
there  was  a  peculiar  expression — namely,  that 
they  had  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— which  wEis  probably  some  misttJce ;  while 
at  the  same  time  there  had  been  a  contrary 
decision  given  by  Sir  Erskine  May  on  the  sub- 
ject in  answer  to  a  question  sent  Home  from 
the  other  House.  The  Council's  position  with 
regard  to  these  money  Bills — or  he  might 
call  them  these  so-called  money  Bills  —  was, 
he  thought,  determined,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  Bills  were  introduced  into  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature  by  Qovemor's  message. 
That  bad  been  the  assumption  all  along.  If 
he  might  be  permitted  to  refer  to  what  had  oc- 
curred in  another  place,  he  might  point  out 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  other  House  na,d  ruled 
that  this  Bill  could  not  be  altered,  whereas 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council  had  ruled  that 
the  Bill  could  be  amended.  Therefore,  with 
the  view  of  getting  a  fair  decision,  or,  if  they 
could  get  nothing  else,  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion, he  was  not  at  all  averse  to  a  Conference, 
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while  he  wm  bound  to  make  the  motion  whidh 
he  had  moved.  He  thought  a  Oonfeience 
might  not  do  any  haim :  and  he  hoped  at  least 
it  would  do  good,  because  he  was  quite  sure 
that  the  gentlemen  placed  on  the  Conference 
would  fairly  represent  the  Council,  and  would 
place  before  the  Conference  theii  position.  He 
was  bound  to  say  the  position  of  the  Council 
was  unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  these  Bills, 
because  very  often,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  these  Bills,  one  felt  that  they  could  not 
be  altered.  That  was  to  say,  the  position  of 
the  Council  was  not  sufficiently  defined.  If 
occasionally  there  could  be  give  and  take  he 
felt  siire  the  passage  of  these  Bills  would  be 
mnch  easier  than  bad  been  the  case  in  the 
past.  While  he  moved  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  he  should  not,  of  course,  resist  a  Con- 
ference. He  never  had  done  so,  and  was  not 
inoliued  to  do  so  now. 

Motion,  "  That  the  Council  do  not  insist 
npon  its  amendments,"  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  moved,  That  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor, 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  Managen  for  the 
Conference. 

Agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

m   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  26. — Classes  of  funds  to  be  invested. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  sub- 
aeotion  (2)  be  struck  out. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Buckley 
Dignan 
Feldwiok 
Jenkinson 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Holmes 

Kenny 


Ates,  12. 
Jennings 
Kelly 
Kerr 
Montgomery 

Noes,  19. 
MacGregor 
McLean 
Morris 
Oliver 
Peacock 
Pharazyn 


Bigg 
Stewart 
Walker,  L. 
Whitmore. 


Richardson 

Stevens 

Swanson 

Taiaroa 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  7. 

Sabseotion  struck  out,  and  clause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Clause  42. — How  advances  to  be  mfrde. 

Subsection  (8).  — "  No  advance  shaJl  be 
granted  for  a  sum  of  less  than  twenty-five  pounds 
nor  more  than  five  thousand  pounds,  and  every 
advance  shall  be  for  fifty  pounds  or  a  multiple 
of  fifty  pounds." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  to  strike 
out  "  twenty-five,"  and  insert  "  fifty  "  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  25. 
Acland  Buckley  Jenkinson 

Bamicoat  Dignan  Jennings 

Bolt  Feldwiok  Kelly 

Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


Kenny 

Kerr 

McOuUongh 

Montgomery 

Morris 

Peacock 

Bonar 
Bowen 
Holmes 


Pharasyn 
Reynolds 

Bigg 

Stewart 

Swanson 

Noes,  8. 
MacGregor 
MoLean 
Oliver 


Taiaioa 
Walker,  h. 
Whitmoie 
Whyts 
Williams. 


Biohardson 
Stevens. 


Majority  for,  17. 

Word  retained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  five,"  with  a  view  to  inserting 
"  one." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Bamicoat  Kenny  Reynolds 

Buckley  Kerr  Rigg 

Dignan  McCuUough  Walker,  L. 

Feldwiok  Montgomery  Whitmore. 

Kelly  Morris 

Noes,  19. 

Acland  MacGregor  Stevens 

Bolt  McLean  Stewart 

Bonar  Oliver  Swanson 

Bowen  Peacock  Taiaroa 

Holmes  Pharazyn  Whyte 

Jenkinson  Richardson  Williams. 

Jennings 

Majority  against,  6. 

Word  "  five  "  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWIOK  moved,  That 
the  word  "  four  "  be  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ates,  12. 

Bamiooat  Kelly  Ri^g 

Buckley  Kerr  Taiaroa 

Dignan  HoOuUongh  Walker,  L. 

Feldwick  Montgomery  Whitmore. 

Noes,  21. 

Acland  Kenny  Reynolds 

Bolt  MacGregor  Richardson 

Bonar  MoLean  Stevens 

Bowen  Morris  Stewait 

Holmes  Oliver  Swanson 

Jenkinson  Peacock  Whyte 

Jennings  Pharazyn  Williams. 

Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Progress  reported. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  for  the  Council  insisting  on 
their  amendments  in  this  Bill,  and  moved. 
That  the  reatoni  be  agreed  to : — 

"1.  The  financial  proposals  alluded  to  in 
the  reasons  of  the  House  of  Representatives  do 
not  deal  with  questions  of  appropriation  or 
taxation,  and  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Council  is  within  the  proper  limits  of  the 
Council's  action. 
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"  2.  The  place  of  repajment  of  capital  is  not 
pieaoribed  in  section  30." 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  GouQcil  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
flva  o'olock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPBESENTATIVES. 
Mondaj/,  8th  October,  1894. 


First  Beading— President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land—Liconsing  Bill— New  Zealand  Consols  Bill 
— ^Land  for  Settlemente  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbak£b  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Fraysbs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill. 

PEESIDENT  OP  THE  BANK  OP  NEW 
ZEALAND. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  desire,  Sir,  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Government  have  made  the  ap- 
pointment of  President  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  The  gentleman  who  has  been  selected 
to  fill  the  position  is  Mr.  William  Watson,  and 
the  salary  is  £2,250 ;  during  good  behaviour 
being  a  limitation  of  the  appointment.  I 
ma;  state,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
tha.t  the  gentleman  who  has  been  chosen  is 
a  man  of  very  considerable  experience.  He 
is  recognised  in  commercial  and  banking  circles 
to  be  a  man  of  undoubted  ability,  and  his 
integrity  is  of  the  highest  possible  character. 
I  hope  and  believe  he  will  discharge  the 
onerous  and  responsible  duties  devolving  upon 
him  with  satisfaction  to  the  country. 

Mr.  LABNAGH.— I  should  like  to  say  this : 
I  think  this  is  another  injustice  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  the  Colonial  Bank. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— There  is  no  question  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  LABNACH.— Am  I  not  allowed  to  say 
anything  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Nothing  at  present.  Pro- 
bably later  on  an  opportunity  will  arise,  such 
as  on  presentation  of  the  terms  of  appoint- 
ment. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  what  is  meant 
by  "  during  good  liehaviour."  Is  it  a  life  ap- 
pointment ? 

Mr.  WARD. — No ;  it  is  not  a  life  appoint- 
ment. I  may  say  the  terms  of  the  communi- 
eation  clearly  indicate  that  it  is  not  so. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

IN  COHUITTEB. 

Clause  3. — Serving  of  persons. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  word 
«'  wine  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

V0L.tXIXVL-3T. 


Ayes,  80. 

Allen  Lang  Bussell,  W.  B. 

Buchanan  Mackintosh  Seddon 

Collins  Massey  Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther  MoGowan  Stevens 

Duncan  McGuire  Steward 

Dulhie  MoKenzie,  3.  Thompson 

Green  MoLachlan  Ward. 

Harris  Mills '  Tellers. 

Hogg  Parata  Graham 

Houston  Pinkerton  O'Began. 
Kelly,  W. 

NoKS,  22. 

Bell  Hutchison,  W.  Saunders 

Buddo  Joyce  Stout 

Button  Kelly,  J.  W.  Tanner 

Eamshaw  Mackenzie,  T.  Te  Ao. 

Flatman  Maslin 

HaU  Meredith  TeUert. 

Hall-Jones  Montgomery  MoNab 

Heke  Pirani  Smith,  G.  3. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carn  cross 
Carroll 
Frsuser 
Green 
Ijamach 
Pere. 


Faibs. 


Against. 
Mitohelson 
Bussell,  G.  W. 
Morrison 
Newman 
Platman 
Hutchison,  G. 
Buick. 


Majority  for,  8. 
Word  retained. 

Mr.  TANNER  moved,  That  all  the  words  in 
subsection  (5)  after  the  words  "  to  any  person  " 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  subsection." 

Ayes   23 
Allen  Kelly,  W.      '      Bussell,  W.  B. 

Buchanan  Mackenzie,  T.   Seddon 

Crowther  Mackintosh        Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan  McGowan  Stevens 

Duthie  McKenzie,  3.     Thompson. 

Graham  McLachlan  Tellers. 

Hogg  Parata  Mills 

Houston  Pinkerton  Steward. 

Nox     26. 
Bell  Kelly,  J.  W.       O'Began 

Buddo  Lang  Pirani 

Button  Maslin  Saunders 

Collins  Massey  Smith,  Q.  J. 

Hall  McGuire  Stout 

Hall-Jones         McKenzie,  B.    Te  Ao. 
Harris  McNab  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Meredith  Eamshaw 

Joyce  Montgomery      Tanner. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Mitchelsoa 

Ca^cross  Bussell,  G.  W. 

Carroll  Morrison 

Green  Platman 

Iiamach  Hutchison,  G. 

Pere  Buick 

Beeves.  Heke. 

Majority  against,  3. 
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Words  struck  out. 

Beat  of  (ufasection  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  clause  8  as  amended  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

AYB8,  88. 
Allen  Joyoe  Montgomery 

BeU  Kelly,  W.  O'Rcgan 

Buchanan         Lang  Parata 

Buddo  Mackenzie,  T.   Pinkerton 

Button  Haokintosh       Russell,  W.  B. 

Crowther  Maslin  Saunders 

Cuthie  Massey  Seddon 

Graham  McOowan  Smith,  G.  3. 

Hall  McGnire  Stevens 

Hall-Jones        MoKenzle,  J.     Steward. 
Harris  MoLachlan  Telkn. 

McNab  Mills 

Meredith  Smith,  E.  M. 


Houston 

Collins 
Duncan 
Bamshaw 
Hutchison,  W. 


Nobs,  10. 
Kelly,  J.  W.  „^j^ 

McKenzie,B.  p^f^' 

irio.  T— 


For. 
Ccbdman 
Camcrosa 
Carroll 
Oreen 
Lamaoh 
Pere 
Beeves. 


Paibs. 


Agaitut. 
Mitchelson 
BuBsell,  G.  W. 
Morrison 
flatman 
Hutchison,  Q. 
Bnick 
Heke. 


Majority  for,  28. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — Interpretation. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON  the  defini- 
tion of  "  premises  "  was  struck  out,  and  the 
following  inserted  in  lieu  thereof :  "  '  Premises ' 
includes  any  house,  place,  room,  bilUaidroom, 
closet,  cellar,  yard,  stable,  outhouse,  shed,  or 
any  other  place  whatsoever  belonging  or  in 
any  manner  appertaining  to  premises." 

Clause  i  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  7.  —  "When  a  district  constituted 
under  this  Act,  or  under  any  Act  hereby  re- 
pealed, is  abolished,  and  has  been  oonstitated 
into  new  districts,  the  poll  in  force  in  such 
first-mentioned  district  shall  remain  in  force 
until  the  time  appointed  for  taking  the  next 
poll  of  the  electors  under  this  Aot. 

"Nothing  in  this  section  contained,  or  in 
section  twenty-one  of  '  The  Alcoholic  Liquors 
Sale  Control  Act,  1893,'  shall  be  construed  to 
affect  or  to  have  affected  any  suit  or  proceeding 
pending  in  any  Court  of  law  and  initiated  before 
the  commencement  of  that  Act." 

Mr.  TANNEB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
dovm  to  "  districts,"  and  insert,  "  When  a  dis- 
trict under  this  Act  shall  be  abolished  and  con- 
stituted into  a  new  district " ;  also  to  strike  out 
the  proviso,  and  insert,  "Nothing  in  section 
twenty -one  of  'The  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Control  Act,  1898,'  shall  be  oonstrued  or  be 
deemed  to  affect  or  to  have  affected  the  posi- 
tion of  the  licenses  in  any  proceedings  taken 
regarding  them  in  the  licensing  Districts  of 


Addiagton,  Newtown,  and  Sydenham  East, 
which  were  constituted  under  '  The  Lioenaing 
Aot,  1881. ' " 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Atbs,  31 

, 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  B.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Graham 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Hall 

Montgomery      Ward 

Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

WUUs. 

Pinkerton 

Tettert. 

Mackintosh 

Beeves 

CoIUns 

McGowan 

Seddon 

MiUs. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Noes,  31 

L. 

Allen 

Hutchison, 

W.  Pirani 

Bell 

Joyce 

Saunders 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Baddo 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Steward 

Button 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Crowther 

Massey 

TeAo 

Duthie 

MoGuire 

Wilson. 

Eamshaw 

McNab 

Fraser 

Meredith 

TeOert. 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Harris 

O'Began 
Paibs. 

Stout. 

For. 

Againtt. 

Cadman 

Mitchelson 

Carroll 

Morrison 

Dnthia 

Buick 

Oreen 

Flatman 

Tiamaoh. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  agsdnst,  10. 
Words  struck  out,  and  amendment  agreed  to 
Clause  9. — Who   may  not  be  members  o 
Committee, 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  or  in  partnership  with  any  such  per- 
son." 


The  Committee   divided   on   the   question. 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 

part  of  the  clause." 

Arsa,  16. 

Allen 

Houston 

O'Began 

Bell 

Hutchison,  W 

•  Parata 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buddo 

KeUy,  W. 

Pirani 

Button 

Lang 

Beeves 

Cam  cross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Saunders 

Camell 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Crowther 

Manlin 

Smith,  J.  O. 

Eamshaw 

Massey 

Stevens 

Fraser 

McQowan 

Steward 

Graham 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Hall 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Harris 

Mills 

TeUers. 

Heke 

Montgomery 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Hogg 

Newman 

Tanner. 

Noes,  5. 
Collins  T»U«n. 

Duncan  Lawiy 

McKenzie,  B.  Willis. 
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Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Baiok  Dathie 

Hutchison,  G.  Lamach 

Mitchelson.  Gadman. 

Majority  for,  41. 
Words  retained. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  add  the  words,  "  in 
vaj  anoh  trade  or  business." 
Amendment  Eigreed  to. 
Mr.  COLLINS  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
-*'  who  is  an  aactioneer,  commission  agent,  or 
broker." 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  strack  oat. 
Claose  10. — Penalties. 

Mr.  K.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  words 
"  fifty  pounds  "  be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of 
inserting  the  words  "  five  pounds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stemd 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Ben 

Buddo 

Camell 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 


Buchanan 

Button 

<}arncros8 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Cuncan 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 


Atss,  22. 
HntohisoD,  W.  Pirani 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Maslin 
McNab 
Meredith 
Morrison 
Newman 


Saunders 
Smith,  G.  3. 
Stout. 


Tellers. 
Bussell,  G.  W. 
Tanner. 


Noes,  37. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Massey 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
MoKenzie,  B. 
McLachlan 
Mills 

Montgomery 
O'Began 
Parata 


M. 


Finkerton 

Reeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Ward 

Willis 

Wilson. 


Tellers. 
Graham 
Lawry. 


Majority  against,  15. 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  proposed,  That  the  words 
"  twenty  pounds  "  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  "  fifty 
pounds." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Bnohanan 

Buddo 

Oadman 

Cam  cross 

Came  11 

Carroll 

Crowtlier 

Sarnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Craham 

HaU 


Ayes,  50. 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Heke 
Hogg 
Houston 
Hutchison,  G. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
McQowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 


McNab 

Meredith 

Mills 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

Newman 

Pirani 

Beeves 

Kussell,  G.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 


Steward 

Stout 

Tanner 


Ward 
Willis 
Wilson. 


Tellers. 
Pinkerton 
Stevens. 


NoKS,  5. 
Duncan  Tellers. 

Green  Lawry 

McKenzie,  R.  O'Regan. 

Majority  for,  16. 
Words  inserted. 

Clause  10  as  amended  agreed  to. 
Clause  11, — Opinion  of  member  not  to  dis- 
qualify. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  clause : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  section, 
no  person  shall  be  deemed  eligible  for  a  seat  on 
any  Licensing  Committee  who  is  known  as  a 
professional  or  paid  advocate  for  or  against  the 
suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 


Bell 

Button 

Camell 

Eamshaw 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 


Ayes,  28. 
Lang 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 

Nobs,  26. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McLachlan 
MoNab 
Millar 
Morrison 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Russell,  W.  R. 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Steward 

Ward 

WUlis. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Buddo 
Meredith. 


For. 
Cadman 
Duncan 
Kelly,  W. 
Lamach. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Buick 
Wilson 
Joyce 
Hutchison,  G. 


Majority  for,  2. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. — Constitution  of  Licensing  Com- 
mittee within  ordinary  districts.  Provisions 
applicable  to  all  Committees. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved.  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Button 

Camcross 

Collins 

Fraser 

Graham 

HaU 


Ayss,  so. 
Harris 
Hogg 
Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 


McGowan 


McLachlan 

Millar 

Mills 

Montgomety 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Russell,  W.  B. 

Saunders 
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Smith,  E.  M. 
Sbevens 


Bell 

Baddo 

Camell 

KarnBhaw 

Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lawigr 

Maslin 


Steward 
Tanner. 

Noes,  23. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
Meredith 
MorriEon 
Newman 
O'Began 
Pirani 
Beeves 


Tellers. 
Crowther 
WillU. 

EusseU,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
MoNab. 


For. 
Cadman 
Duncan 
Kelly,  W. 
Lamach. 


Paibs. 


Agaitut. 
Buiok 
Wilson 
Joyce 
Hutchison,  G. 


Majority  for,  7. 
Progress  reported. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  transmitting  reasons  for  insisting  upon 
the  Council's  amendments  in  this  Bill. 

It  was  resolved  to  take  the  reasons  into  con- 
sideration at  next  sitting  of  the  House. 

LAND  FOB  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  transmitting  reasons  for  insisting  upon 
its  amendments  in  this  Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  it  vTas 
resolved.  That  the  House  disagrees  with  the 
reasons ;  and  that  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Dun- 
can, and  Mr.  J.  McKenzie  be  appointed  Man- 
agers for  a  Conference. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
two  o'olock'a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  9th  October,  189i. 

Third  Beading— President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land—J.  C.  Ketter  and  Others— Public  Works 
Bill- Oovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill- 
Factories  Bill— Mew  Zealand  Consols  BUI— Ad- 
journment.          

The  Hon.  the    Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

THIED  READING. 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies'  Deposits  Bill. 

.PRESIDENT  OP  THE  BANK  OP  NEW 
ZEALAND. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  business  on  the  Order  Paper  I 
may  say  that  I  promised  the  Council  some  time 
ago  that  when  the  appointment  of  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  made  I  would 
officially  inform  the  Council  of  the  fact.  After 
considerable  anxiety,  the  Government  at  last 
have  been  enabled  to  secure  the  services  of  a 
gentleman  who,  I  believe,  is  in  every  possible 


way  fitted  for  the  position.  We  have  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  William  Watson,  who  holds 
a  very  high  position  in  a  banking  institution  in 
this  colony.  The  salary  is  to  be  £2,250  a  year. 
I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  this  gentle- 
man myself,  hut  I  am  informed  that  the  nomi- 
nation ia  a  very  good  one.  There  are  gentlemen 
here  who  know  him.  I  hope  the  appointment 
will  give  general  satisfaction. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— May  I  ask  my 
honourable  friend  what  is  the  duration  of  the 
appointment? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Daring 
good  behaviour. 

J.  C.  BETTER  AND  OTHERS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG,  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  petition  of  J.  C.  Retter  and 
other  residents  of  Horowhenua,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
thereon,  be  referred  to  the  Government  for  its 
consideration. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— This  looks 
a  voluminous  document  which  I  have  in  my 
hand,  and  which  I  ask  the  Council  to  read  a 
second  time.  Before  I  proceed  further,  per- 
haps  I  may  state  that  the  Joint  Statutes  Re- 
vision Committee  recommended  that  this  Bill 
be  allowed  to  proceed,  with  certain  amend- 
ments. The  Bill,  as  reported  by  the  Joint- 
Statutes  Revision  Committee,  was  as  nearly 
perfect  as  any  such  piece  of  machinery  conld 
be,  and  I  think  it  is  rather  improved,  if  pos- 
sible, by  the  amendments  made  in  another 
place.  I  might  point  out  to  the  Council  that 
this  Bill  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Statutes 
Revision  Committee  on  the  Sth  July  last,  and  it 
was  from  time  to  time  considered  by  that  Com- 
mittee up  to  the  16th  August,  so  that  it  re- 
ceived more  than  ordinary  attention  from  that 
Committee,  which  pays  the  most  marked  atten- 
tion to  every  matter  which  is  submitted  to  it. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  such  work  has  ever  been  done 
by  any  Committee  as  has  been  done  during  the 
last  two  years  by  the  Joint  Statutes  Revision 
Committee,  and  I  also  take  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  own  thanks  to  it,  because 
very  often  measures  imperfect  in  shape  are 
brought  before  it.  The  ability  evinced  by  the 
Committee  merits  the  gratitude  of  everybody 
who  has  had  to  do  with  it.  Several  other 
heavy  Bills  being  before  that  Committee,  it  was 
resolved  that  this  Bill  should  be  submitted  to- 
a  special  Committee.  That  special  Committee 
consisted  of  two  eminent  lawyers— Mr.  Bell 
and  Mr.  McNab  —  and  they  were  ably  as- 
sisted by  the  experience  of  a  member  of  this 
Council,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly ;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  labour  bestowed  upon 
that  Bill  deserves  the  thanks  of  this  Council. 
The  Bill  then  was  referred  from  the  sneoial 
Committee,  after  being  several  weeks  before 
them,  to  the  Joint  Statutes  Revision  Commit- 
tee, and  they  produced  the  measure  which 
is  practically  in  the  form  now  before  us.  The 
amendments,  to  which  I  will  call  attentioa 
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presently,  I  think  are  rather  improvements. 
There  were  probably  some  things  which  were 
overlooked.  The  Bill  is  absolutely  a  consolida- 
tion measure.  It  purports  to  deal  with  four- 
teen Acta  dealing  with  the  subject  of  public 
works.  It  repeals  these  fourteen  Acts,  with 
the  exception  of  two  sections  of  the  Public 
Works  Act  of  1887— sections  22  and  23.  The 
reason  why  these  two  sections  were  not  re- 
pealed also  is  that  they  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Tramways  Bill,  which  has  passed  through 
this  Chamber  and  is  now  in  another  place. 
Should  that  measure  become  law  these  two 
sections  will  be  cut  out,  of  course ;  but,  in 
-order  that  no  difSculty  may  arise,  it  has  been 
thought  belter  to  leave  them  here  for  the  pre- 
Mnt.  The  clauses  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  are  as  fol- 
low :  Clause  5  contains  the  addition  of  the 
following  words :  "  Except  as  provided  in  Part 
VI.  hereof."  Part  YI.  of  the  Act  has  reference 
to  another  matter  entirely,  and  I  think  it  is 
very  wise  that  this  provision  should  be  inserted 
here.  Next  as  to  clause  19.  This  is  a  new 
olanse,  and  is  as  follows : — 

"  Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Governor  that  any  local 
authority  has  not  made  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  compensation  which  would  pro- 
bably be  awarded  for  the  land  proposed  to  be 
taken,  the  Governor  shall  not  issue  the  Pro- 
clamation taking  such  land  until  such  time  as 
he  is  satisfied  that  the  local  authority  has  made 
provision  for  the  payment  of  such  compensa- 
tion." 

This  is  a  clause  which  requires  very  little 
explanation.  It  simply  provides  that  a  Pro- 
clamation taking  land  is  ^ot  to  issue  until  the 
Governor  is  satisfied  that  compensation  has 
been  provided  for  by  the  local  authority. 
Clause  94,  as  honourable  members  will  see, 
is  a  new  clause.  As  sent  from  the  Statutes 
Bevision  Committee,  the  time  fixed  was  ten 
years.  That  has  now  been  altered  to  fifteen 
jears.  Clause  99  is  also  a  new  clause,  and 
18  simply  a  definition  of  the  word  "  Minister." 
Clause  115  is  a  clause  to  which  I  would  call 
attention.  It  is  a  new  clause,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Any  local  authority  having  control  of 
a  ferry  may  let  such  ferry  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years."  There  was  no  such  clause 
in  the  Bill  as  sent  from  the  Statutes  Bevision 
Committee.  Clause  117  provides  that  the  local 
authority  may  agree  as  to  gates  on  roads  taken 
through  private  lauds  by  agreement ;  and  to 
that  clause  there  is  this  proviso : — 

"  Provided  always  that  permission  to  erect  a 
awing-gate  across  any  rood  shall  not  be  granted 
tmless  and  until  after  notice  of  any  applica- 
tion in  that  behalf  shall  have  been  given  at 
least  once  in  each  of  two  consecutive  weeks  in 
some  newspaper  circulating  in  the  district,  smd 
the  cost  of  all  such  notices  shall  be  defrayed  by 
the  person  applying  for  such  permission." 

That  has  been  considered  a  desirable  amend- 
ment. Clause  130  enables  Bead  Boards  to  make 
by-laws  in  counties  where  the  Counties  Act  is 
not  in  force. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  EICHABDSON.  —  Is  there 
not  an  alteration  in  clause  119  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  do  not 
think  there  is  an  alteration  in  that  clause.  The 
next  is  clause  171.  That  is  a  new  clause,  and 
is  as  follows  :  "  In  cases  where  the  making  of  a 
railway-line  has  cut  oS  all  access  by  road  to 
land  other  than  Crown  land,  the  Government 
shall  make  such  crossing  or  crossings  as  may 
be  necessary  to  give  access  to  such  land."  I 
do  not  think  any  exception  can  be  taken  to 
that.  In  clause  253  there  are  some  additions. 
Subsections  (2)  and  (3)  are  new.  In  the  ori- 
ginal Bill  there  were  only  subsection  (1)  and 
what  is  shown  as  subsection  (4).  The  original 
clause  293,  which  had  reference  to  Govern- 
ment railways,  has  been  struck  out  as  being 
unnecessary.  These  are  the  only  alterations 
which  were  made  by  the  House  of  Bepresento- 
tives  in  the  Bill,  which,  as  I  said,  was  carefully 
considered  by  the  Joint  Statutes  Bevision  Com- 
mittee and  by  the  sub-committee.  Otherwise 
the  law  is  exactly  as  it  stands  at  present ;  but 
in  this  Bill  it  is  better  put  together  and  worded 
than  it  was  before,  and  the  Bill  is  better  now, 
I  think,  than  when  'it  reached  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  As  honourable  members  will 
recollect,  there  was  a  Public  Works  Bill  intro- 
duced into  the  House,  and  when  it  reached  the 
Committee  it  was  found  not  to  be  in  such 
perfect  order  as  the  Committee  desired,  and  it 
was  referred  back,  and  the  Public  Works  Bill 
(No.  2),  which  is  this  Bill,  was  introduced  in  its 
place.  I  beg  to  move.  That  the  BiU  b«  noto 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN. — Is  there  not  some 
alteration  in  original  clause  82,  about  compen- 
sation ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKIjEY.— Clause 
32  was  struck  out  altogether,  I  overlooked 
that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  presume  these 
are  the  alterations  as  made  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  after  the  Bill  come  from  the 
Committee.  But  it  would  be  desirable  to  know 
what  new  matter  was  introduced  by  the  Joint 
Statutes  Bevision  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No  new 
matter. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT.  — It 
would  have  been  more  satisfactory,  I  think,  if 
the  new  matter  introduced  in  the  Bill  in  the 
other  House — that  is  to  say,  the  alterations 
made  in  the  present  law — had  been  indicated. 
That  would  have  been  very  desirable.  But 
there  are  two  points  which  I  should  like  to 
direct  attention  to.  I  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  being  present  very  often  on  the  Joint  Sta- 
tutes Revision  Committee  when  this  Bill  was 
going  through,  as  I  had  other  Committees  to 
attend  to.  The  Public  Works  Act  was  origin- 
ally introduced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Government  to  take  strips  of  land  for  railways 
and  roads,  and  ordinary  public  purposes  of  that 
kind.  But  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  will  be 
incorporated  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Bill,  and  it  gives  the  right  to  take  practi- 
cally very  large  areas  of  land — thousands  of 
acres.    What  would  be  perfectly  proper,  per- 
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haps,  when  the  amount  of  compengation  is 
compaiatively  trifling  would  not,  I  think,  be 
proper  or  desirable  where  the  compensation 
may  amount  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds — at  all  events,  to  considerable  sums. 
These  remarks  are  directed  to  section  76,  which 
states  that — 

"  (2.)  Such  award  shall  be  final  as  regards 
the  amount  awarded,  but  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  be  final  as  regards  the  right  or  title  of  the 
claimant  or  any  other  person  to  receive  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof." 

There  are  many  cases  in  which  it  would 
be  very  desirable,  where  an  obvious  mistake 
has  been  made  by  the  Court,  that  the  Court 
should  have  power  to  correct  the  award.    At 

S resent  this  Bill  would  practically  place  the 
ourt  in  this  position  :  that,  however  anxious 
the  Court  might  be  to  amend  its  award,  either 
through  discovering  some  oversight  or  other 
circumstances  that  were  not  brought  before 
the  Court  at  the  time,  it  would  be  unable  to  do 
so;  and  I  think  the  Court  should  have  the 
power,  within  thirty  days  after  it  has  made  its 
award,  to  review  it  or  to  alter  it  to  meet  any 
special  circumstances  which  might  arise.  The 
other  point  I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  is  this : 
The  two  parties  in  a  Compensation  Court  are 
what  are  called  the  claimant  and  the  respon- 
dent. In  practice  the  respondent  may  have 
very  little  interest  in  the  land  taken.  The  land 
may  be  under  mortgage  to  such  an  amount  or 
extent  that  the  mortgagor  will  not  exert  him- 
self or  go  to  any  expense  in  getting  evidence  as 
to  the  value  of  the  land;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  mortgagee,  or  any  other  person  who 
has  an  interest  in  the  land,  should  be  entitled 
to  be  heard  before  the  Court,  and  to  give 
whatever  evidence  he  can  to  satisfy  the  Court 
M  to  the  value  of  the  property  affected.  I 
am  aware  that  it  may  be  contended  that  a 
Court  should  not  proceed  to  hear  compensation 
oases  until  all  the  parties  are  before  it ;  but  in 
practice  the  only  parties  who  do  come  before 
the  Court  are  simply  the  complainant  and  the 
respondent;  and  other  persons  who  may  be 
substantially  interested  in  the  case  are  not 
recognised  by  the  Court  at  all.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  notice  should  be 
given  not  only  to  the  nominal  owner  of  the 
land,  but  to  all  persons  who  may  have  mort- 
gages and  other  charges  on  the  land,  and  they 
should  be  allowed — at  the  risk,  of  course, 
of  being  liable  for  costs,  if  the  Court  thought 
proper — to  bring  forward  whatever  evidence 
they  can  as  to  the  justice  of  their  claim.  I 
should  like  the  honourable  gentleman  to  direct 
his  attention  to  that,  so  as  to  give  all  parties 
a  right  to  be  heard.  The  remarks  that  I  have 
now  made  would  not  have  been  so  material 
ii  the  Bill  were  confined  to  its  own  legitimate 
object — namely,  taking  land  for  roads  or  rail- 
ways, or  other  such  purposes.  But  when  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  are  to  be  incorporated 
imder  other  Acts,  and  when  large  blocks  of  land 
may  be  taken,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  provi- 
sions do  not  give  those  safeguards  which  should 
be  given  in  dealing  with  such  large  transac- 
tions. The  Bill  is,  I  think,  in  many  respects  a 
Bon.  W.  Downie  Stewart 


very  great  improvement  on  the  present  law ;  but 
I  confess  I  have  not  attempted  to  read  the  Bill 
through.  It  would  have  been  more  satisfactory^ 
I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  departures  from  the 
present  law  bod  been  pointed  out.  I  believe 
the  Joint  Statutes  Bevision  Committee  did 
satisfy  themselves  as  to  how  far  this  Bill  de- 
parted from  the  present  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHABDSON.— Perhaps  the 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee could  tell  us  whether  there  is  really  any 
new  matter  introduced  into  this  BiU.  I  have 
watched  these  Public  Works  Acts  in  all  their 
various  phases  since  the  first  introduction  of 
the  Act  in  1876.  In  regard  to  the  Bills  this 
session,  the  first  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
other  Chamber,  and  then  the  Public  Works 
Bill  (No.  2)  was  considered  by  the  Joint 
Statutes  Bevision  Committee,  and  a  copy  of 
that  Bill  I  now  hold  in  my  hand.  I  see  that 
the  Public  Works  Bill  (No.  2)  was  altered  very 
largely  by  the  Committee,  and,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  it  has  been  ciltered  for  the  better. 
Still,  there  are  a  great  many  alterations  that 
have  been  made  in  the  Bill,  and  I  think  those 
alterations  should  be  pointed  out  to  the 
Council.  The  honourable  member  opposite 
will  see  that  the  clause  which  I  referred  to  has 

The  Hon.' Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Which  is 
that? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EICHAKDSON.— Clause  119. 
It  is  not  a  very  material  alteration.  I  should 
like  to  know  from  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  is  replying,  whether  there  is  any  new 
matter  in  the  Bill.  The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  believe,  is  present,  and  perhaps  ha 
will  give  us  that  information. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  may  state  that 
a  sub-committee  was  appointed,  of  which  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Kelly  was  a  member, 
and  he  will  be  able  to  tell  honourable  members 
any  little  matters  of  detail  which  were  dealt 
with  by  that  Committee  ;  but  as  a  question  of 
principle  there  wa.s  no  new  matter  introduced 
into  the  Bill.  There  is  one  amendment,  per- 
haps the  most  important,  and  that  is  the  new 
clause  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  land  for 
defence  purposes.  That  is  a  most  important 
matter.  That  provision  was  not  in  the  Public 
Works  Act  before.  With  regard  to  the  Bill 
generally,  there  are  a  few  small  amendments 
which  are  always  made  in  consolidation  Bills, 
but  as  a  matter  of  general  principle  I  think,  as 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  has  said,  the 
principles  of  the  Bill  have  not  been  altered. 
The  clause  which  was  referred  to  just  now  as 
having  been  struck  out  was  the  one  with  regard 
to  compensation.  However,  that  is,  a  matter 
for  consideration  when  we  come  to  that  clause 
in  Committee.  To  fulfil  the  intention  both  of 
this  Council  and  the  House  of  Repre.<ientative8, 
part  of  the  clause  struck  out  should  be  rein- 
stated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— The  clause  whioh 
was  struck  out  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  referred  to  the  taking  of  reserves 
and  endowment  lands  without  compensation. 
The  Statutes  Bevision  Committee  erased  that 
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elaoM.  Therefore  the  House  only  confirmed 
the  deoicion  ol  the  Committee  on  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  new  matter,  of  course  in  a 
large  BiU  like  this  there  is  always  a  con- 
siderable amount  o^  new  matter  introduced, 
because  many  of  the  clauses  are  redrafted, 
and  have  been  put  in  what  we  consider  to 
be  better  technical  language.  The  whole  Bill 
has  been  readjusted ;  clauses  have  been  put  in 
their  proper  places,  and  under  their  proper 
heads.  It  includes  a  better  definition  of  "  cattle 
trespassing  on  roads,"  provides  more  effectively 
for  damage  done  to  roads,  and  gives  a  simpler 
and  more  effective  form  of  notice.  It  also 
enlarges  the  sphere  of  the  local  authority,  and 
includes  Education  Boards.  Education  Boards 
may  take  land  for  school-sites.  Generally 
spraking,  there  have  been  no  large  amend- 
ments made.  The  Bill,  I  think,  is  much  more 
perfect  and  satisfactory  than  when  it  was  intro- 
duced. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

IH   COHMITTBE. 

Clause  42.— Advances  on  mortgages.  Amoant 
of  advance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR  moved,  That  the  word 
"  three "  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  word 
"  five,"  struck  out,  so  as  to  make  the  amount 
read  "  three  thousand  pounds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  ■  three '  be  inserted." 


Bamiooat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Disnan 

Feldwick 

Acland 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Holmes 

Kenny 

MaoGregor 


Ayes,  14. 
Jenldnson 
Jennings 
Kelly 
Kerr 
McCullough 

Noes,  18. 
McLean 
Morris 
Oliver 
Peacock 
Pharazyn 
Reynolds 


Montgomery 
Rigg 
Taiaroa 
Wbitmore. 


Richardson 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Swan  son 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  4. 
Amendment  ne«ttived. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  moved,  That  the  word 
"  two  "  be  inserted. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ates,  15. 

Acland 

Feldwick 

McCullough 

Bamicoat 

Jenkinson 

Montgomery 

Bolt 

Jennings 

T*igg 

Buckley 

Kelly 

Taiaroa 

Dignan 

Kerr 

Nobs,  16. 

Whitmore. 

Bonar 

Oliver 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Peacock 

Stewart 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Swanson 

MacGregor 

Reynolds 

Whyte 

McLean 

Richardson 

Williams. 

Morris 

Majority  against,  1. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the 
word  "  one  "  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  43. — Conditions  subject  to  which  ad- 
vances will  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Captain  MORRIS  moved.  That  the 
word  "  two-thirds  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view 
to  inserting  "  one-half." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  tiie  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  10. 
Bamiooat         Jenkinson         Montgomery 
Buckley  Kelly  Rigg 

Dignan  Kerr  Taiaroa. 

Feldwick 

Noes,  18. 
Acland  Mcljean  Richardson 

Bolt  Morris  Stevens 

Bonar  Oliver  Stewart 

Bowen  Peacock  Swanson 

Holmes  Pharazyn  Whyte 

MaoGregor         Reynolds  Williams. 

Paib. 
For,  Against. 

MoOnllough.  Ormond. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Word  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved,  That  the 
word  "  three  -  fifths "  be  inserted  in  lieu  of 
"  two-thirds." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bamicoat 
Bolt 
Buckley 
Dignan 


Ayes,  12. 

Feldwick 
Jenkinson 
Kelly 
Kenny 

Nobs,  16. 
Morris 
Oliver 
Pharazyn 
Reynolds 
Richardson 


Kerr 
Montgomery 

Taiaroa. 


Acland  Morris  Stevens 

Bonar  Oliver  Stewart 

Bowen  Pharazyn  Swanson 

Holmes  Reynolds  Whyte 

MacGregor        Richardson        Williams. 
McLean 

Paib. 
For.  Agaimt. 

McCullough.  Ormond. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Word  not  inserted. 

Amendment  to  insert "  one-half"  agreed  to. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  moved,  That  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  security  "  be  struck  out, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  other  words. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  ste^nd 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  12. 

Bamicoat  Feldwick  McCullough 

Bolt  Jenkinson  Montgomery 

Buckley  Kelly  Bigg 

Dignan  Kerr  Taiaroa. 

Noes,  16. 

Acland  Bowen  MaoGregor 

Bonat  Holmes  McLean 
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[COUNCIL.] 


Adjournment. 


[OoT.  9 


HonU 
Oliver 
Peacock 
Pharazyn 


Beynolds  Stewart 

Bichardson        Swanson 
Steyens  Whyta. 


Majority  against,  i. 
Words  struck  out. 
FrogresB  reported. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  desiring  a  Conference  with  the 
Council  on  the  Council's  amendments  in  this 
Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE 
STEWART,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  MacOregor,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart 
were  appointed  Managers  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  at  the  Conference. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  desiring  a  Conference  with  the 
Council  on  the  Council's  amendments  in  this 
Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mac- 
Oregor, the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  were  appointed  Managers  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  at  the  Conference. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG-  suggested  that  the 
Council  should  sit  that  evening,  and  then  ad- 
journ till  Thursday.  He  might  point  out  that 
next  day  was  Eight -hours  Day,  and  was  a 
public  holiday.  There  were  to  be  a  procession 
and  sports  and  other  amusements,  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  would  like  to  go 
and  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 

An  Hon.  Meicbeb. — We  have  nothing  to  do 
to-night. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said,  that  being  so,  he 
intended  to  call  for  a  division  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, in  order  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Coun- 
cil on  the  eight-hours  question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  they  had 
nothing  to  do  that  evening. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  agree  to  adjourn  till  Thursday. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said,  then  he  would 
move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  Council,  at 
ite  rising,  adjourn  till  Thursday. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


N0E3,  4. 


Bigg. 


Ayes,  26. 

Aoland 

Kelly 

Stevens 

Bamiooat 

Kenny 

Stewart 

Bolt 

McLean 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Montgomery 

Taiaroa 

Bowen 

Oliver 

Walker,  L 

Buckley 

Peacock 

Whitmore 

Dignan 

Pharazyn 

Whyte 

Fedwick 

Reynolds 

WiUiams. 

Holmes 

Bichardson 

Jankinson 
Jennings 

Majority  for,  22. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HODSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  9th  October,  1894. 


First  Beading— Second  Readings— Third  Headings- 
Judge  Barton  Correspondence— Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill— Audit  Office  and  Public  Trust  Office 
—Factories  Bill— New  Zealand  Cousoli  BUI— 
Native  Land  Court  Bill— Government  B&ilways 
Bill— Licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Ministerial  Residences  Sale  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Offensive  Publications  Bill,  Indictable  Of- 
fences Summary  Jurisdiction  BilL 

THIRD  EEADINGS. 
Offensive  Publications    Bill,    Mining   Com- 
panies  Bill. 

JUDGE  BARTON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE,  it  wa« 
ordered,  That  the  further  correspondence  to 
date  with  Judge  Barton,  being  a  continuation 
of  Return  169a,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  asked  permission  to  move 
a  motion  without  notice  in  connection  with  a 
resolution  come  to  at  an  early  hour  that  morn- 
ing on  this  Bill.  He  thought  it  was  necessary 
this  should  be  brought  down,  in  order  that 
the  privileges  of  the  House  might  be  closely 
guarded.  What  he  asked  the  House  to  do 
was  to  rescind  the  resolution  come  to  that 
morning  in  connection  with  the  amendment* 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill. 
After  considering  the  matter  carefully,  he 
thought  it  was  better  that  this  question 
should  be  postponed  until  such  time  as  the 
question  raised  as  between  the  two  Houses  in 
connection  with  the  privileges  of  the  House 
was  iirst  settled  by  a  Conference,  which  he 
understood  his  colleague  would  move  for  imme- 
diately. He  wished,  therefore,  to  move.  That 
the  resolution  passed  at  yesterday's  meeting, 
requesting  a  Conference  on  the  Ijegislative 
Council's  message  insisting  on  its  amendments 
in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  be  rescinded, 
and  that  the  consideration  of  the  message  be 
postponed  until  the  House  has  dealt  with  the 
Council's  message  insisting  on  its  amendments 
in  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Bill. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  what  was  the  resolu- 
tion which  it  was  proposed  to  rescind. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  at  two  o'clock  that 
morning  he  read  a  message  from  the  Legislative 
Council  intimating  that  they  insisted  on  their 
amendments  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
which  amendments  the  House  had  regarded 
as  being  an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House.  A  Conference  was  unexpectedly 
asked  for;  and  the  Minister,  at  his  (Mr. 
Speaker's)  suggestion,  now  asked  the  House 
to  rescind  the  resolution  until  such  time  as 
the  House  had  considered  how  it  would  deal 
with  the  numerous  other  questions  of  a  similar 
nature  raised  in  connection  with  other  financial 
measures. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  offer  any  objec- 
tion, but  wished  to  point  out  that  the  bringing- 
down  of  messages  from  the  Legislative  Council, 
or  any  other  business,  when  the  House  was 
fairly  worked  out,  as  it  must  be  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  was  prejudicial  to  the  proper 
conduct  of  business  and  to  the  interest  of  the 
country.  He  therefore  again  raised  his  voice 
against  what  he  must  ce^I  a  scandalous  con- 
dition of  things,  under  which  members  were 
obliged  to  sit  night  after  night  until  they  got 
into  such  a  state  of  exhaustion  and  confusion 
that  it  was  impossible  to  know  what  was  going 
on.  Day  after  day  they  found  themselves  get- 
ting more  and  more  into  that  condition  in 
which  it  was  impossible  to  know  what  ihey 
were  doing,  and  in  which  they  were  unable  to 
£ive  proper  attention  to  the  business  that  they 
were  sent  to  the  House  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDOH  thought  it  was  only  fair,  as 
a  reflection  was  cast  by  the  remarks  of  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  upon  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
state  that  in  what  they  had  done  at  the 
previous  sitting  they  had  only  followed  the 
usual  custom.  Messages  came  down  from  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  tlie  rule  was  to  lay 
them  before  the  House  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity.  The  moving  of  the  resolution  it 
was  now  desired  to  rescind  was  an  oversight,  the 
other  Bills  not  being  thought  of  at  the  time. 
There  was  no  harm  done,  and  if  it  had  been 
done  at  half-past  five  instead  of  at  half-past 
two  the  same  course  would  have  been  adopted, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  would  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  He  was  sorry  the  honourable 
member  admitted  the  sad  condition  in  which 
he  was  at  the  present  time  ;  but,  at  all  events, 
he  (Mr.  Seddon)  thought  it  better  that  the 
course  should  be  followed  which  was  indicated 
by  bis  colleague,  and  that  this  question  of 
privilege  should  be  dealt  with  as  a  whole,  and 
not  piecemeal.  There  were  two  or  three  Bills 
in  respect  of  which  the  privileges  of  the  House 
had  been  infringed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  wished  to  state  that  the 
messages  from  the  Legislative  Council  reached 
the  House  when  it  was  in  Committee  on  the 
Licensing  Bill,  and  he  oould  not  communicate 
these  messages  until  the  House  resumed.  The 
Standing  Orders  required  that  messages  from 
the  Council  should  be  communicated  at  the 
earliest  moment  after  they  weia  reoeived,  which 


was  done  on  the  House  resuming  from  Commit- 
tee. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  that  nothing  was 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  reflect  on 
anything  whatever  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  done. 
He  had  merely  complained  of  the  business 
being  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  compel 
them  to  inquire  into  a  question  of  that  sort  at 
that  time.  It  seemed  to  him  a  rather  danger- 
ous proceeding  they  were  asked  to  agree  Co  that 
afternoon.  The  House  came  to  a  resolution 
yesterday,  and  they  were  asked  now  to  rescind 
a  resolution  of  the  House  by  motion  brought 
down  without  any  notice  whatever.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  be 
allowed  to  ask  the  House  to  do  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  a  matter  affect- 
ing the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  could  come 
on  without  notice. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  surely  the  rescind- 
ing without  notice  of  motion  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  was  something  more  than 
a  question  of  privilege.  If  it  were  done  in 
one  case  it  might  be  done  in  a  great  many 
others,  and  the  consequence  might  be  extremely 
serious.  A  full  House  might  one  afternoon  or 
evening  pass  a  resolution,  and  the  next  day  or 
the  next  morning,  in  an  almost  empty  House, 
a  motion  might  be  brought  on  without  notioe 
and  carried  rescinding  that  resolution.  It 
seemed  to  him  unaccountable  altogether,  and, 
as  he  understood  the  matter,  without  the  con- 
sent of  every  member  of  the  House  the  question 
asking  the  House  to  rescind  the  resolution  de- 
liberately agreed  to  yesterday  could  not  be  put. 
He  protested  against  the  proceeding;  and  whe- 
ther or  not  the  raising  of  his  voice  as  a  "  No  " 
against  the  putting  of  the  question  was  of  any 
avail,  he  did  so,  and  did  it  deliberately. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  any  one  who  had 
taken  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
for  any  length  of  time  must  know  that  Mr. 
Speaker  followed  only  the  usual  practice  that 
morning  in  communicating  the  message  to  the 
House  from  the  Upper  House ;  but  the  proper 
proceeding  for  the  Minister  in  charge  at  the 
time  was  to  move  that  the  message  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  some  later  period  — 
namely,  when  more  members  were  present, 
and,  presumably,  in  a  fit  condition  to  do  busi- 
ness, and  not,  as  was  the  case  that  morning, 
with  an  almost  empty  House,  and  members 
exhausted.  The  Premier,  in  his  jocular  way, 
expressed  his  regret  that  the  leader  on  that 
side  of  the  House  should  have  pleaded  fatigue 
as  an  objection  to  proceeding  with  business. 
The  honourable  gentleman  himself  was  not 
easily  overcome  with  work,  but  any  one  notic- 
ing him  for  the  last  two  or  three  nights  must 
have  seen  the  inroads  which  excessive  work 
and  want  of  sleep  were  making  even  upon  him. 
The  Premier  was  often  asleep,  or  only  half- 
awake,  when  the  utmost  vigilance  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  He  joined  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  in  protesting  generally 
against  such  methods  of  doing  business.  He 
did  not  wish  to  offer  any  objections  to  this 
particular  item,  but  as  a  precedent  it  was  & 
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very  dangerous  one,  and  should  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Mr.  3.  HcKEKZIB  did  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  all  this  indignation  on 
the  part  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa  and  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce. 
If  there  was  anything  wrong  in  connection 
with  this  matter  he  took  the  blame  of  it  at 
once.  The  message  from  the  Upper  House 
came  there,  as  was  stated,  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning,  and  he  got  up  and  moved  that 
Managers  be  appointed.  That  was  all  that  was 
done.  On  reconsideration  of  the  whole  subject 
that  day  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the 
Upper  House  in  regard  to  this  and  other  Bills, 
the  Government  thought  it  best  this  motion 
should  be  rescinded.  He  did  not  think  it  at  all 
necessary  for  those  two  honourable  gentlemen 
to  bo  so  indignant  over  this  matter.  If  they 
had  been  kept  there  nntU  a  late  hour  that 
morning  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa  hod  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  responsible  for  a 
good  deal  of  tbe  delay  that  hod  taken  place. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  had  no  objection  to  the  motion. 
His  objections  were  of  a  different  character; 
and  he  wocld  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  had  said  nothing  at  all  on  the 
grevious  night  about  the  Licensing  Bill,  but 
ad  kept  absolute  silence. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AUDIT  OFFICE  AND  PUBLIC  TRUST 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  WABD. — In  accordance  with  notice  on 
Supplementary  Order  Paper  No.  83, 1  desire  to 
move  a  motion  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
The  motion  is  as  follows:  This  House  re- 
grets that  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
should,  under  the  circumstsuiccs  which  he  has 
related,  have  regarded  himself  as  justified  in 
suspending  the  performance  of  any  duties  im- 
posed upon  him  by  statute.  I  think,  Sir,  that 
honourable  members  will  agree  with  me  it  is 
regrettable  that  there  have  been  strained  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  Audit  Department 
and  the  Public  Trust  0£Sce  Department  for 
some  considerable  time  past.  Although  I  re- 
gret that  this  is  so,  I  do  not  think  that  the  Audit 
Department  is  justified  in  suspending  the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  audit  which  are  thrown  upon 
that  ofiice  by  statute  in  regard  to  any  depart- 
ment with  which  it  may  for  tbe  time  being 
have  disagreed.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  neces- 
sary in  tbe  first  place  for  this  House  to  give 
expression  to  its  opinion  that  the  audit  of  the 
Public  Trust  Department  should  be  continued. 
I  merely  wish  to  point  out  what  has  taken  place 
between  these  two  departments  during  the  last 
few  years.  In  1891  a  Boyal  Commission  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  com- 
plaints made  against  the  Public  Trust  Depart- 
ment, and,  as  a  result  of  that  investigation, 
the  contentions  of  the  Audit  Department  were 
not  uplield.  Legislation  followed,  removing 
the  control  of  the  Audit,  and  dispensing  with 
some  portions  of  the  system  then  existing, 
with  a  view  of  effecting  necessary  reform. 
lir.  Buchanan 


Honourable  members  may  recollect  that  for 
the  last  three  years  the  Public  Trust  Office 
system  of  accounts  has  been  subject  to  very 
strong  adverse  comments  from  the  Audit  De- 
partment ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the 
Government  considered  it  desirable  this  ses- 
sion that  a  Commission  should  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  complaints 
as  far  as  the  Public  Trust  Office  was  con- 
cerned. In  the  selection  of  gentlemen  to  per- 
form that  duty  the  Government  purposely 
selected  one  who  was  known  not  to  favour  this 
side  of  politics — a  man  who  occupied  a  first- 
class  position  as  an  accountant  in  this  city,  Mr. 
Eember.  That  gentleman  was  one  of  those 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  investi- 
gation, together  with  an  experienced  account- 
ant from  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment. The  result  of  that  investigation  has 
been  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House ;  and  that 
result,  which  recommended  certain  changes  of 
systems,  did  not  uphold  the  complaints  that 
were  made  against  the  Public  Trust  Office  by 
the  Audit  Department.  The  special  point  to 
which  the  Auditor-General  has  taken  exception 
is  the  doubt  cast  upon  the  veracity  of  the 
Audit  Department  official  who  has  conducted 
this  branch  of  the  business  of  the  department. 
It  is,  of  course,  a  proper  thing  for  the  Auditor- 
General  to  uphold  an  officer  of  his  department, 
and  particularly  to  take  exception  to  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  charge  against  that  officer's 
veracity;  but,  although  the  Auditor -General 
is  justified  in  upholding  his  officers  to  the  ut- 
most of  his  ability,  I  do  not  think  it  was  ever 
contemplated  by  this  House  that  tbe  fact  of 
an  officer's  veracity  being  called  in  question 
should  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  setting  aside 
the  important  duties  which  the  Audit  De- 
partment ought  to  exercise  over  another  de- 
partment over  which  audit  inspection  was 
necessary.  Inquiry  into  the  officer's  veracity 
would  be  quite  right  and  fair,  but  the  duties  of 
the  Audit  should  not  oease  on  this  account. 
Now,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  that,  as  there  is  distinctly  some 
friction  between  the  Audit  Department  and  the 
Public  Trust  Office,  it  must,  in  the  interest  of 
both  departments,  come  to  an  end;  and  I  think 
it  would  be  an  easy  solution  of  the  difficulty, 
and  is  the  common  practice  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  in  the  ordinary  undertakings  of 
every-day  life,  that  where  undue  friction  does 
exist  some  officer  should  be  changed  in  order 
to  prevent  the  continuance  of  that  friction.  It 
would  seem  to  me  to  have  been  better  had 
the  Audit  Department  changed  the  officer 
conducting  the  Public  Trust  Office  audit  busi- 
ness and  given  a  fair  trial  to  another  officer 
before  withholding  the  examination  of  the 
Public  Trust  Office  accounts.  I  do  not  think 
— I  do  not  express  any  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  officer's  veracity,  nor  reflect  upon 
him  in  any  way — that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Auditor-General  was  a  justifiable  one,  and  I 
only  regret  that  the  Controller  has  thought  it 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  his  ovm  depart- 
ment, to  adopt  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that  |the 
calling  into  question  of  the  veracity  of  one  of 
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bis  offioers  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  lot  with- 
holding the  audit  of  the  Public  Trust  Office 
aocounts.  Speaking  from  my  own  experience, 
the  Public  Trustee  is  a  very  able  man,  a  man 
who  devotes  himseli  zealously  to  the  discbarge 
of  his  duties ;  and,  whatever  objection  may  be 
taken  to  his  system  of  conducting  the  business 
of  his  department,  he  is  thoroughly  in  earnest 
and  is  a  capable  and  straightforward  man, 
actuated,  I  believe,  by  every  desire  to  do  his 
best  for  the  proper  discharge  of  his  important 
duties.  On  the  other  band,  the  Controller  is 
an  estimable  and  honourable  man,  and  is,  I 
am  sure,  animated  by  the  same  desire  in  the 
discharge  of  his  important  duties,  and  is,  I 
know,  anxious  to  see  that  the  audit  of  the 
Public  Trust  Office  accounts  should  be  pro- 
perly carried  out  on  the  lines  which  he  has 
laid  down.  But  as  the  result  of  the  Commis- 
sion's report  in  1801  the  system  of  audit  was 
changed  by  this  House,  and,  that  being  so,  the 
Audit  Department  ought  loyally  and  willingly 
to  see  that  that  system  of  audit  was  carried 
out  strictly,  but  without  friction.  There  seems 
to  me  not  a  sufficiency  of  reasons  adduced 
for  a  further  investigation  into  the  carrying- 
on  of  the  business  oi  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
inasmuch  as  tvs-o  examinations  of  its  afiairs 
have  taken  place  during  the  last  two  years. 
First,  there  was  the  Commission  of  1891,  which 
made  a  very  searching  inquiry,  and  recently 
there  was  the  investigation  specially  into  the 
accounts  of  the  department.  And  this  is  to  a 
large  extent  a  business  department,  dependent 
upon  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic for  its  support.  It  is  not  desirable  that  the 
business  of  a  department  such  as  this  should 
be  continuously  before  the  country  in  the  way 
of  fault-finding,  unless  there  is  something  ab- 
solutely to  justify  it ;  and,  if  there  is  justifica- 
tion for  such  reports  about  this  department, 
then  the  officer  in  control  of  the  Public  Trust 
Office  ought  not  to  be  continued  in  the  position 
he  fills.  I  DOW  desire  to  move  the  motion 
notice  of  which  I  have  given  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Order  Paper. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  understood  the  honourable 
member  was  going  to  move  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
You  are  not  going  to  do  that  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Then,  it  is  a  most  unfortu- 
nate position  for  this  House  to  be  placed  in. 
Here  is  this  House  asked  practically  to  pass  a 
vote  of  censure  on  the  Auditor-General,  with- 
out having  any  inquiry— any  evidence  or  justi- 
fication. This  is  simply  strangling  the  Audit 
Department.  What  is  that  department  ?  A 
department  of  this  House  controlled  practically 
by  this  House.  It  is  beyond  the  control  of  the 
Minister.  Its  sole  duty  is  to  report  to  this 
House,  and  the  Minister  is  not  justified  in  ask- 
ing us  to  pass  this  motion  without  affording  us 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  who  is  to  blame.  You 
are  simply  destroying  your  Audit  Department. 
I  object  altogether  to  the  proposal  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer ;  and  I  will  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  whole  question  of  the  dispute 
be  referred  to  the  Public  Aocounts  Committee. 


Mr.  WABD.— You  agree  that  the  audit 
should  be  suspended  in  the  meantime. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  would  this  suspension 
mean  ?  Suspension  for  a  week :  and  there  is  no 
harm  in  that.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  honour- 
able member  has  overlooked  the  position  of  this 
matter,  as  tlie  suggestion  he  has  made  censures 
the  Audit  Department,  and  says  that  the  Audit 
Inspector  should  be  shifted  and  a  new  officer 
appointed.  What  will  happen  if  you  send  a 
farther  Audit  officer  to  the  Public  Trust  Office  ? 
What  would  any  Audit  Inspector  expect?  That, 
unless  lie  could  make  things  pleasant  for  the 
Public  Trust  Office,  he  would  be  shifted  also,, 
and  there  would  be  further  trouble,  I  say  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  sending  it  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  and  by  the  taking 
of  evidence  in  regard  to  tlie  whole  matter.  I 
am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  question  of  th» 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  or  of  the  re- 
port of  the  accountants  who  lately  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  office.  I  have  not  examined 
fully  the  last  report  of  Messrs.  Todd  and  Kem- 
ber,  but  that  report  is  not  sufficient  to  enable 
one  to  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  who  was  ' 
right  or  wrong  on  the  matter  in  dispute.  But 
I  consider  that  the  whole  matter  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  Auditor-General  and  the  Public  Trust 
Office  ought  to  bo  sent  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be 
fully  investigated ;  and,  if  the  Committee  is  not 
sufficiently  strong  in  regard  to  accounts  to  deal 
with  the  question,  then  it  may  be  strengthened 
by  adding  other  members  of  the  House  to  it 
who  have  a  knowledge  of  accounts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  think  it  must  be  a 
matter  for  extreme  regret  to  find  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  of  this  colony  taking  up  his  present 
attitude,  and  asking  the  House  to  carry  what 
is  practically  a  vote  of  censure  upon  an  officer 
who  for  so  many  years  has  held  such  a  high 
position,  inside  the  House  and  outside  of  it, 
OS  the  Auditor-General.  Had  the  honourable 
gentleman  done  his  duty  he  would  have  re- 
fused to  receive  correspondence  couched  in 
such  language  as  was  sent  to  him  in  his  posi- 
tion as  Colonial  Treasurer  by  the  Public  Trus- 
tee. The  Colonial  Treasurer  should  know,  if 
he  does  not,  that  the  dispute  as  to  the  auditing 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office  accounts  ou  the 
present  occasion  is  not  the  only  difference 
which  has  arisen  between  the  Auditor-General 
and  the  Public  Trust  Office.  On  a  previous 
occasion  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ballance  ab^iolutely  re- 
fused to  receive  correspondence  of  the  un- 
seemly character  now  sent  by  the  Public 
Trustee  to  the  head  of  his  department,  insist- 
ing that  the  tone  of  it  should  be  altered  ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  have  simi- 
larly refused  to  receive  such  correspondence 
as  is  now  laid  on  the  table.  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  referred  to  the  Commissioa 
which  has  lately  reported  on  the  accounts 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office.  Even  "  the  man  in> 
the  street  "  could  have  told  him  that  the  report 
of  the  Commission  would  be  in  the  direction 
of  exonerating  the  Public  Trustee  and  of  con- 
demning the  Auditor-General.    That  this  would 
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be  so  was  a  matter  of  confident  anticipation 
amongst  all  business-men  in  Wellington  who 
hod  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  therefore  have 
known  that  the  report  would  be  of  the  class 
known  as  "  made  specially  to  order."  I  regret 
to  have  to  say  so  much,  but  the  facts  are  too 
notorious  to  be  for  a  moment  in  doubt,  and  many 
members  of  this  House  are  perfectly  well  aware 
of  them.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  will  bo  accepted, 
because  I  think  it  would  be  a  flagrant  wrong  to 
pass  what  is  practically  a  vote  of  censure  upon 
the  Auditor-General  under  the  circumstances. 
I  am  not  for  a  moment  saying  that  the  Auditor- 
General  in  this  matter  has  token  the  best  course 
that  could  be  followed ;  I  scarcely  think  that 
he  has  done  so ;  but  I  do  say  that  he  is  not  at  all 
deserving  of  the  censure  which  would  neces- 
sarily be  conveyed  by  the  passing  of  suoh  a  reso- 
lution as  this.  What  does  the  Treasurer  fear 
from  a  reference  of  the  whole  thing  to  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  Committee,  in  order  that  they  may 
examine  the  whole  of  the  facts  of  the  case  from 
the  beginning,  and  present  to  this  House  an 
authoritative  report  based  on  the  evidence  ?  It 
is  utterly  wrong  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  this 
resolution  with  no  evidence  before  it  except 
that  which  is  contained  in  the  correspondence 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  some  time  ago, 
together  with  that  recently  furnished.  I  there- 
fore hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  agree 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  regret,  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  that  this  very  important  depart- 
ment, the  Public  Trust  Office,  has  been  so 
much  before  the  public,  which  must  be  disas- 
trous to  its  success;  and,  if  matters  are  not 
very  speedily  improved,  it  is  impossible  to  ex- 
pect that  people  will  make  wills  patting  their 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  such  an  institution, 
unless  it  is  conducted  very  differently,  and  so 
restores  that  confidence  which  is  essential.  So 
far  as  this  matter  in  dispute  is  concerned,  the 
Auditor-General  is  a  gentleman  of  high  stand- 
ing and  experience,  a  gentleman  of  historical 
repute  in  this  colony,  and  I  have  nothing  to 
Bay  about  him ;  yet  one  cannot  shut  one's  eyes 
to  the  fact  that,  as  far  as  my  experience  in 
local  bodies  is  concerned,  and  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  such  audit,  he  is  a  man  of  a  great 
many  "fads."  As  a  case  in  point  I  refer  to 
the  experience,  in  bygone  years,  in  the  Wel- 
lington Harbour  Board.  This  is  only  a  small 
matter.  The  Auditor-General,  however,  is  a 
gentleman  who  has  conscientiously  discharged 
his  duties,  and  I  do  not  intend  my  remarks  in 
any  manner  of  censure.  I  further  agree  with 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  when  ho  says  that  the 
Public  Trustee  is  an  earnest  and  conscientious 
man;  but  I  think  at  the  same-  time  —  one 
cannot  help  saymg  so  after  reading  his  cor- 
respondence—  that  he  also  is  a  man  full  of 
"fads."  His  correspondence  with  the  Auditor- 
General  shows  him  to  be  an  exceptionally  con- 
tentious, not  to  say  a  cantankerous  man,  un- 
fitted for  the  position  of  Public  Trustee.  A 
man  of  that  disposition  would  wreck  any  ofBce. 
Mr.  Buchanan 


If  members  will  closely  follow  his  train  ot 
thought  in  these  letters  they  must  be  convinced 
as  to  how  unsuited  he  is  for  such  a  position. 
The  report  of  the  auditors  on  the  dispute  is 
exceedingly  weak ;  it  does  not  go  to  the  bottom 
of  the  question.  I  think,  therefore,  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  ought  to  look  into  this 
department ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  the  ordinary  course,  to  give  that 
Committee  the  opportunity  of  examining  this 
matter  closely,  as  the  public  interests  at  stake 
are  large.  That  Committee  lias  the  best  means 
of  investigating  it,  and  I  hope  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  will  accept  the  amendment  witnoat 
making  it  a  party  question. 

Mr.  SBDDON. — There  are  two  questions  in- 
volved in  this  matter.  The  amendment  deals 
with  one  question,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  with  another.  The  amend- 
ment is  that  the  matter  in  dispute  as  between 
the  Public  Trustee  and  the  Auditor- General  b« 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
The  resolution  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  deals 
entirely  outside  of  the  dispute  as  between  the 
two  departments.  It  deals  with  the  question 
which  I  say  is  of  importance  to  this  House, 
and  which  I  say  should  be  dealt  with  at 
once,  because  we  have  the  fact  before  as 
that  a  most  important  branch  of  the  service, 
one  in  which  the  greatest  public  confidence 
should  exist,  is  not  being  audited,  and,  if  that 
department  is  to  remain  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  its  accounts  being  audited,  I 
say  that  such  a  state  of  things  should  not  con- 
tinue. What  would  be  thought  if  the  whole 
of  our  railway  service  and  postal  service  were 
allowed  to  remain  without  an  audit,  simply 
because  of  a  query  having  been  raised  as  to 
some  particular  ofBcer's  truthfulness,  it  having 
been  impugned  ?  If  that  ofScer,  of  his  own 
motion,  refuses  to  audit  the  accounts,  is  that 
department  to  be  allowed  to  remain  unaudited 
for  an  indefinite  period?  I  am  sorry  to  say 
notice  has  been  given  that  no  audit  is  going 
on ;  and  the  question  is.  Are  we  to  remain  here 
in  our  places  and  not  take  any  action  ?  The 
Auditor-General  is  a  parliamentary  officer;  and 
supposing  this  had  occurred  after  the  end  of 
the  session  of  Parliament,  what  would  then 
have  been  the  position  ?  I  say  that  officer  is 
not  justified  in  taking  upon  himself  under  such 
circumstances  to  absolutely  refuse  to  perform 
the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him  by  statute, 
and  which,  if  not  performed,  may  lead  to 
serious  difficulty.  That  is  the  position  now 
before  the  House ;  and  I  would  also  say  that 
the  honourable  member,  in  moving  the  amend- 
ment, has  admitted,  so  far  as  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  are  concerned,  that  in 
dealing  with  accounts  of  the  nature  of  these 
accounts  it  would,  perhaps,  be  required  that 
the  constitution  of  that  Committee  should  be 
considered. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. —  I  did  not  express  any 
opinion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
said  the  Committee  would  bear  strengthening. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  that  if  necessary  it 
could  be  strengthened. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Colonial  Treasurer 
stated  on  Fridav  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
should  be  a  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
deal  with  the  queation.  That  indicates  that 
only  such  members  as  would  be  well  up  in 
accounts  would  be  selected  for  the  purpose ; 
and  I  think,  myself,  that,  of  the  two  courses,  it 
wonld  be  preferable  to  appoint  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, rather  than  to  strengthen  the  Public 
Account!)  Committee,  as  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sit 
B.  Stout).  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
Auditor- Qeneral  baa  refused  to  go  on  with  the 
audit  of  the  Public  Trust  accounts ;  and  I 
think  Parliament  is  called  upon  to  take  action, 
and,  no  matter  how  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  us, 
we  have  to  do  our  duty.  I  admit  that  the 
Auditor-General  is  an  old  and  deserving  officer, 
asd  that  he  has  done  good  service  to  the  colony. 
I  have  for  him  the  highest  respect,  and  I 
would  not  be  one  to  cause  him  any  pain ;  but 
I  say  that  the  coarse  he  has  adopted  under 
the  existing  circumstances  is  a  mistaken  one. 

o  an  -^nd  as  he  has  taken  this  attitude  we 
■  ought  to  say  that  we  do  not  approve 
of  this  course.  We  have  a  right  to  do  that,  and 
then  to  deal  with  the  matters  in  dispute.  The 
Audi  tor- Qeneral  is  not  satisfied  with  the  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  is  at  the  bottom  of  this.  I  only  say 
that  in  the  selection  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  on  that  Commission  the  Qovemment  ob- 
tained the  fullest  information,  and  were  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  obtaining  men 
in  whom  the  public  would  have  confidence — 
that  they  would  be  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
chat:ge  of  their  duties  as  Commissioners.  I 
do  not,  myself,  think  that  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  are 
justified.  I  say  they  contained  reflections  cast 
upon  two  men  of  standing,  two  competent 
accountants,  who  had,  we  helieve,  gone  into 
this  question  fairly,  impartially,  and  conscien- 
tiously, and  had  sent  in  their  report  to  His 
Kxcellency.  I  think,  when  we  have  men  who 
perform  their  duties  in  that  way,  it  is  very  hard 
to  have  it  said  in  this  House,  without  any  proof 
whatever,  that  "  the  man  in  the  street "  could 
have  told  the  House,  or  its  members,  what  the 
report  would  be.  I  say  that  expressions  of  that 
kind — that  charges  of  that  kind  that  have  been 
made,  really  are  such  that  at  all  events  we 
should  not  approve.  A  statement  has  been 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie),  who  has  told  the  House, 
practically,  that  the  Auditor-General  is  not  fit 
for  his  position,  and  that  the  Public  Trustee  is 
not  fit  for  his.  That  is  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  told  the  House.  I  think  he  has 
told  us  they  are  both  "  faddists."  That  is  a 
term  that  might  be  applied  to  many  honourable 
members;  but  will  the  honourable  gentleman 
tell  the  House  that  they  are  not  fib  to  be  here  1 
I  say  it  may  be,  and  sometimes  truthfully  is, 
said  that  out  "  faddists  "  are  simply  advanced 
thinkers :  and,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  just  as  well 
that  we  should  have  advanced  thinkers  in  the 
colony.  I  myself  say  that  both  the  Auditor- 
General  and  the  Public  Trustee  are  compe- 


tent, and  that  both  men  are  oousoientious ; 
but  we  cannot  have  all  men  oast  in  the  same 
mould — the  same  dry,  hard,  matter-of-fact 
mould  as  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie).  Of  coarse,  we  differ  in 
reading  these  papers,  and  in  reading  the  cor- 
respondence different  men  will  hold  different 
views.  Men  of  my  honourable  friend's  training 
and  way  of  thought  will  think  as  he  thinks ; 
others  again  will  hold  entirely  different 
opinions.  In  fskct,  I  undertake  to  say  that  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
were  to  discuss  this  question  they  would  differ 
entirely  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  the  Public  Trustee  and  the  Auditor- 
General.  But,  still,  that  is  outside  the  present 
question  altogether.  Regarding  the  matter  in 
dispute,  I  say  there  is  no  objection  whatever 
to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee ;  but  that 
is  outside  the  question  raised  to-dt^  in  the 
resolution.  The  resolution  is,  "That  this 
House  regrets  that  the  Auditor-General  should, 
under  the  circumstances  which  he  hats  related, 
have  regarded  himself  as  justified  in  suspend- 
ing the  performance  of  any  duties  imposed  upon 
him  by  statute."  Sir,  what  would  he  the  proper 
amendment  or  addition?  I  say  it  is,  "That 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the  Auditor- 
General  should  resume  his  duties,  and  proceed 
with  the  audit  of  the  Public  Trust  accounts." 
That  could  not  be  refused.  The  alternative  is 
to  withdraw  the  amendment,  and  to  carry  the 
resolution.  In  reading  it  I  hope  it  does  not, 
and  I  am  sure  the  Colonial  Treasurer  does  not 
mean  that  this  resolution  should,  cast  any  un- 
due reflection  upon  the  Auditor-General.  It 
expresses  regret,  but  I  do  not  think  anything 
could  be  nicer  or  milder  than  that,  at  the 
same  time  pointing  out  what  we  believe  to  have 
been  a  mistake.  It  is  an  error  of  judgment  on 
the  part  of  the  Auditor-General  to  have  taken 
the  course  he  has  taken.  We  have  a  right  to 
say  so,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  say  so.  Then,  as 
to  settling  the  dispute  definitely  between  the 
two  departments,  we  have  now  the  benefit  of  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission.  We  can  place 
that  before  the  Committee,  as  mentioned  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and,  at  all  events,  we 
should  not  be  brought  into  friction  on  the  two 
questions.  There  is  matter  for  inquiry.  If 
the  House  is  not  satisfied  with  the  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  well  and  good.  Let  it 
go  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  in  the  selection 
of  that  Committee  there  should  be  no  haste. 
It  ought  to  be  carefully  selected,  and  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  House  who  are 
competent,  and  who  are  experts  in  the  parti- 
cular duty  that  will  devolve  upon  them.  Of 
course,  I  take  that  to  be  a  matter  which  my 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  see  to  on 
moving  the  resolution ;  but  in  the  meantime  I 
think  we  ought  to  say  that  the  Auditor-General 
has  committed  an  error  of  judgment  in  sus- 
pending the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Public  Trust.  If  this  is  allowed  to  go  on  it  may 
happen  that  other  branches  of  the  service  will 
come  into  conflict  sometimes  with  the  Auditor- 
General.    There  is  oonfliot  sometimes  between, 
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the  Andit  and  the  local  authorities,  but  in  such 
a  cose  the  Auditoi-Oeneral  would  simply  apply 
to  this  House  to  protect  bim.  In  this  case  he 
has  simply  refused  to  do  his  duty,  and  has 
told  the  House  that  he  has  not  done  it ;  and  I 
say  we  have  a  duty  to  perform,  and  that  is,  to 
^tell  him  that  in  this  matter  he  has  committed 
an  error  of  judgment.  We  respect  him,  and 
-our  confidence  in  him  is  not  shaken,  but  at 
the  same  time  there  has  been  an  error  of 
judgment  committed :  in  fact,  I  would  say 
myself  he  has  acted,  I  think,  childishly  in  this 
-case,  and  not  as  I  should  expect  a  man  with 
such  large  and  varied  experience  to  act.  All 
the  same,  we  have  our  duty  to  perform,  and 
I  would  ask  the  House  to  carry  the  resolution, 
«nd  then,  with  regard  to  the  macter  in  dispute, 
to  refer  that  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  BELL. — Sir,  I  am  not  doubtful,  after 
what  the  Premier  has  said,  and  the  way  in 
^hicJi  the  Colonial  Treeisurer  has  spoken,  that 
they  will  see  their  way  to  frame  this  resolu- 
tion in  different  terms.  The  terms  in  which 
it  has  been  proposed  are  such  as  the  House 
uses  bo  express  a  vote  of  censure  on  one  of 
its  members,  and,  from  what  they  have  said,  I 
-do  not  think  there  is  any  desire  on  their  part, 
as  I  believe  there  certainly  is  none  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  to  expresss  anything  which 
might  be  taken  by  the  gentleman  referred  to 
as  a  vote  of  censure.  That  gentleman  has 
been  a  member  of  this  House.  He  was  the 
first  Prime  Minister  of  the  colony.  He  has 
served  the  colony  in  his  present  office  for, 
I  think,  thirty  years;  and,  if  he  has  on  this 
occasion  acted  hastily  and  unwisely,  we  ought 
not,  I  submit  to  the  House,  to  express  an 
opinion  in  the  terms  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer has  chosen.  I  am  very  anxious  that  this 
'question  between  the  Pablio  Trustee  and  the 
Auditor-General  should  not  be  used  so  as  to 
make  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General  a 
-shuttlecock  for  the  battledoors  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Opposition.  The  Auditor-Gene- 
ral is  an  officer  of  this  House  —  the  only 
officer,  indeed,  whom  this  House  has  outside 
its  own  walls.  He  stands  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  Parliament.  He  reports  to  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  accounts  of  the  Government, 
and  is  entirely  independent  of  the  Govern- 
ment. On  this  occasion,  a  difference  having 
arisen  during  the  session  of  Parliament  be- 
tween him  and  a  department  whose  accounts 
he  audits,  he  has  reported  the  occurrence  and 
asked  the  direction  of  the  House.  This  House 
may  give  him  a  direction  without  the  use  of 
terms  implying  censure.  My  opinion  on  the 
procedure  which  the  Controller  should  adopt 
IS  not  of  much  weight,  but  I  feel  bound  to  ex- 
press it,  as  I  might  otherwise  appear  to  be  an 
advocate  of  the  Audit  Department.  I  do  not, 
myself,  think  that  the  audit  ought  to  cease 
because  the  auditor  is  insulted.  But  this 
House,  as  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  pointed  out, 
will  incur  some  danger  if  it  acts  upon  a  hasty 
judgment  on  the  matter  so  submitted  to  it,  be- 
cause, inevitably,  if  a  quarrel  arises  between 
•the  Auditor  and  a  department,  if  the  Auditor 
Mr.  Seddon 


makes  a  mistake,  and  appeals  to  this  House, 
and  the  House,  at  the  instance  of  the  Govern- 
ment, immediately  rebukes  its  officer,  it  will 
make  the  officers  of  the  Audit  far  too  careful  of 
giving  offence.  The  Audit  officers  must  neces- 
sarily give  offence  in  many  cases,  and  they  do 
give  offence.  They  give  offence  to  the  local 
authorities,  to  the  departments,  and  to  the  Go- 
vernment. My  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  must  know  that  between  the  depart- 
ments and  the  Audit  constant  questions  arise, 
and  it  is  very  necessary  that  this  House  should 
not  assume  hastily  that  the  Audit  officers  are 
wrong.  I  feel  bound  to  admit  that  both  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Prime  Minister 
spoke  in  relation  to  this  matter  not  at  all 
from  the  point  of  view  of  defenders  of  the 
Public  Trustee  as  against  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-General ;  and,  except  so  far  as  the 
language  of  the  Premier  was  somewhat  dis- 
respectful to  the  Auditor-General,  I  should 
have  found  no  reason  on  my  part  to  object 
to  what  he  said.  But  surely  when  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  arises  our  first  duty  is  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee.  If  we  proceed  to  deter- 
mine it  in  this  way,  on  so  short  a  notice  as  has 
been  given  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  by  a 
resolution,  without  any  inquiry  or  report  of  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  we  shall  be  setting  a 
very  dangerous  precedent.  Understand  me,  I 
am  not  suggesting  that  in  this  case  the  matter 
is  one  which  it  is  difficult  to  decide,  lyit  the  pre- 
cedent is  one  which  it  is  dangerous  to  establish 
— namely,  that  where  the  Auditor-General  refers 
a  question  to  this  House,  the  House  shonld 
deal  with  it  summarily  by  resolution,  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Government,  adversely  to  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General.  Wherever  we 
find  reason  to  differ  from  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-General,  I  venture  to  submit  to  my 
honourable  friends  opposite  we  should  do  it 
with  the  gravest  caution,  after  taking  the  most 
careful  method  of  ascertaining  what  is  the 
exact  position.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  some- 
thing like  what  was  suggested  by  the  Premier 
in  one  part  of  his  speech  might  be  adopted  by 
the  House — namely,  that  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City — that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee — should  be  passed,  with  the  addi- 
tion, "  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  in 
the  meantime  the  audit  should  be  proceeded 
with."  That  would  avoid  any  expression  of 
censure,  and  express  the  feeling  of  the  House. 
I  should  be  only  to  happy  to  support  that; 
but  if  it  is  put  in  the  form  proposed  by  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  whether  it  is  so 
intended  or  not,  it  cannot  be  but  that  it  will 
convey  a  censure  upon  an  old  and  distinguished 
servant  of  the  colony  and  of  Parliament,  which 
we  ought  to  be  very  slow  to  permit.  I  hope, 
therefore,  my  honourable  friend  will  adopt 
some  other  language  in  which  to  express  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  may  inform  the  House  that 
there  is  no  intention,  in  the  motion  which  was 
submitted,  of  suggesting  anything  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  reflection  or  that  is  intended  to  reflect 
upon  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.    If 
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honourable  members  will  look  at  the  corre- 
spondence that  reached  the  Government  on  the 
3rd  instant  trom  the  Ajiditor-General  they  will 
see  that  he  indicated  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  cease  auditing  the  Public  Trust  Office  until 
^ter  an  investigation  had  taken  place  by  the 
Honse.  The  communication  from  the  Pablio 
Trustee  was  not  received  till  Saturday  at  five 
o'clock,  and,  that  being  so,  the  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government  was  very  short.  The 
Oovemment  was  very  anxious  to  place  the 
matter  before  the  House,  end  it  has  therefore 
been  brought  up  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 
I  admit  that  tbe  time  has  been  very  short. 
The  Government  would  be  very  sorry  to  carry 
anything  in  the  shape  of  a  reflection  upon  the 
Aaditor-General,  or  upon  any  other  officer  who 
is  discharging  his  duties.  If  it  is  thought 
this  resolution  is  in  the  direction  of  casting  a 
rate  of  censure  on  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General,  I  would  suggest  that,  now  I  have 
piaced  the  matter  before  the  House,  if  some 
honourable  member  would  move  the  adjourn- 
meot  of  the  debate,  I  would  go  further  into 
the  matter  with  a  view  of  submitting  a  modi- 
fied resolution,  as  it  is  very  far  from  my  wish 
to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice. The  matter  is,  of  course,  a  very  im- 
portant one.  If  members  will  look  at  the 
correspondence  it  will  disclose  the  fact  that 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  is  not  satis- 
fied with  the  report  mode  on  the  Public  Trust 
Office  by  the  two  accountants  selected  to  report, 
and  the  main  point  on  which  exception  is  taken 
is  the  reflection  on  tbe  Audit  officer.  I  make 
no  remark  on  that  matter,  further  than  to  say 
that  that  is  not  a  good  and  sufficient  reason 
for  withholding  the  audit  of  the  Public  Trust 
Office  accounts.  I  should  jnst  like  to  say,  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  that  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  was  very 
unjust  to  the  gentlemen  selected.  He  could 
not  have  road  the  report  of  those  who  reported 
-on  tbe  Public  Trust  Office. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  read  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — Then,  I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised, because  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  "  the  man  in  the  street "  said  the 
report  would  be  made  to  order. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Allow  me  to  amend  my 
statement.  The  expression  "  the  man  in  the 
street "  was  perhaps  not  the  most  appropriate 
term.  I  did  not  mean  exactly  that,  and  I  now 
wish  to  say  that  business-man  after  business- 
man in  Wellington,  in  the  best  position  to 
know,  voluntarily  came  to  me  and  predicted 
what  the  nature  of  the  report  would  be ;  and 
their  prediction  has  turned  out,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  too  true. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentleman  has, 
I  think,  made  it  rather  worse,  because  he  said 
before  that  "  the  man  in  the  street "  said  the 
report  would  be  made  to  order.  Now  he  says 
that  business  experts  stated  that  would  be  so. 
Now,  I  invite  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
look  at  the  report  sent  in  by  Messrs.  Kember 
and  Todd,  and  he  will  find  they  made  several 
recommendations  in  the  direction  of  changes  in 
tbe  system  of  the  Public  Trust   Office.    The 


honourable  gentleman  says  the  report  was  made 
to  order.  Now,  the  two  accountants,  in  the 
report,  made  one  or  two  important  recom- 
mendations in  the  direction  of  a  change,  which 
were  at  once  assented  to  by  the  Public  Trustee, 
and  have  been  carried  out  ever  since.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  says  he  was  told 
the  report  was  going  to  he  sent  in  to  order, 
it  would  be  inferred  that  it  was  going  to 
uphold  the  Public  Trustee,  whereas  in  one  or 
two  important  items  it  did  not  do  so.  On  the 
important  complaints  of  the  Audit  Office  it 
completely  upheld  the  Public  Trustee.  I  have 
not  met  either  of  those  two  gentlemen,  nor  in 
any  way  discussed  either  the  department  or 
the  report  with  them,  and,  this  being  the 
case,  I  think  tbe  reflection  upon  them  is  un- 
warranted. All  I  can  say  is,  that  the  desiro 
of  the  Government  was  to  know  what  the  facts 
really  were,  and,  if  the  system  of  ewscounts 
was  faulty,  that  we  might  have  it  altered.  I 
desire  to  say,  further,  the  Oovemment  has  no 
desire  to  prevent  this  matter  from  being  in- 
vestigated by  a  Select  Committee ;  and,  had 
the  Auditor-General  in  his  last  letter,  in  which 
he  indicated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  cease 
auditing  the  Public  Trust  Office,  said  that  he 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  two 
accountants,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  have  the 
matter  investigated  oy  a  Committee  set  up  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  matter,  the  Government 
would  have  agreed  to  it.  The  Government  is 
anxious  that  the  continual  friction  existing 
between  the  Auditor-General  and  the  Public 
Trust  Office,  considering  the  latter  department 
is  an  important  business  office  of  the  State, 
should  cease,  and  that  a  proper  system  should 
be  established.  That  is  all  we  are  anxious  to 
bring  about ;  and  the  object  of  bringing  the 
resolution  forward  was  to  insure  that  the  audit 
of  the  office  should  continue ;  and  I  should 
then  be  prepared  to  move  that  the  whole 
matter  in  dispute  between  the  Public  Trust 
Office  and  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to  investi- 
gate and  report  to  the  House,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  do  that  still.  I  do  not  think  the  two 
matters  should  be  mixed  up.  Tlie  point  is,  the 
Auditor-General  has  indicated  to  the  House, 
of  his  own  free  will,  that  he  has  decided  to 
discontinue  auditing  the  department,  and  I 
take  it  the  Auditor-General  is  not  justified  in 
telling  the  House  that  he  will,  of  his  own 
free  will,  discontinue  what  by  statute  he  is 
called  upon  to  perform.  If  the  matter  is  ad- 
journed, I  will  undertake  to  have  the  resolution 
altered  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  what  is  de- 
sired by  the  Government  without  in  any  way 
reflecting  upon  the  Auditor-General,  and  will 
endeavour  to  have  the  matter  finally  and  satis- 
factorily settled. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  second  the  motion,  and  I 
ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  if  he  will  not  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
which  all  this  session  has  had  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  o^ect  to  the  ad- 
joomment  of  the  debate,  and  I  do  so  because 
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I  think  the  motion  should  be  entirely  with- 
drawn.   That,  I  think,  is  the  proper  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter. 
Debate  adjoamed. 

PAOTOBIES  BILL. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved,  That  the  House  dis- 
agrees with  the  reasons  of  the  Legislative 
Council  for  insisting  on  their  amendments  in 
this  Bill;  and  that  Sir  R.  Stout,  Mr.  3.  W. 
Kelly,  and  the  mover  be  Managers  of  a  Con- 
ference. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

Mr.  WABD  moved,  That  the  House  dis- 
agrees with  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill;  and  that  Mr. 
Seddon,  Major  Steward,  Mr.  Bell,  and  the 
mover  be  Managers  of  a  Conference  on  the 
matter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

BECOMUITTED. 

.  on  Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following 
■    ■    new  clause : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  enable  an  appeal 
to  be  made  from  any  decision  upon  a  rehearing 
in  pursuance  of  any  order  for  rehearing  made 
prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

Clause  added. 

Bill  reported,  with  further  amendments. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move.  That  the  amend- 
ments be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  wish  to  move.  That  the  Bill 
be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  addmg  the 
following  new  clause : — 

"This  Act  shall  not  come  into  operation 
until  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  have  been 
taken  thereon,  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
confirmed  by  Her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of 
her  Privy  Council,  and  a  Proclamation  of  such 
confirmation  having  been  given  shall  have  been 
issued  by  the  Governor  and  published  in  the 
New  Zealand  Qazette." 

There  are  two  clauses  in  this  Bill  which  are 
inconsistent  with  the  Treaty  entered  into  be- 
tween Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  the  Native 
chiefs  of  New  Zealand ;  and  I  find  that  the 
Royal  Instructions  to  the  Governor  issued  in 
1692,  clause  6,  subsection  (5),  say, — 

"  Any  Bill  the  provisions  of  which  shall  ap- 
pear inconsistent  with  obligations  imposed 
upon  Us  by  treaty  must  not  be  assented  to  in 
Our  name  by  the  Governor." 

We  have  in  this  Bill  two  clauses — 60  and  61 
— which  are  inconsistent  with  the  Treaty  1  have 
referred  to,  and  which  ignore  the  rights  of  the 
Natives  entirely.  Article  II.  of  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  plainly  sets  out  that  the  Natives  are 
to  have  all  rights  over  their  lands,  which  they 
may  hold  either  individually  or  in  common, 
and  those  rights  are  not  to  be  disturbed  at  all. 
Now,  clause  65  of  this  Bill  says  that  when  a 
survey  takes  place  the  costs  are  to  be  charged 
against  any  land  the  survey  of  which  has  been 
forced  upon  the  Natives,  and  any  surveyor  can 
force  his  costs  to  be  paid  by  the  Natives,  and, 
Mr.  a.  W.  Russell 


if  not  paid,  he  can  Bp*ply  to  the  Native  Land 
Court  and  have  a  portion  of  the  block  sold  with- 
out their  consent,  which  is  inconsistent  witb 
the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  referred  to.  It 
does  not  matter  what  objections  the  Natives 
may  raise,  as  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
the  coats  are  imposed  upon  the  Natives,  and 
they  have  to  accept  them.  It  is  an  indirect  sale, 
wiihout  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  owners ; 
and  I  presume  the  reasons  I  have  given  form, 
a  sutScient  ground  for  asking  this  House  to 
agree  that  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted  foe 
the  purpose  of  inserting  the  clause  I  have  read. 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  this  House  should 
have  any  objection  to  allowing  the  clause  to  bo 
inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  not  press  his  amendment,  as  he  most. 
be  aware  that  the  original  Act  we  are  now 
amending  and  oonsolidasing  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us  was  not  submitted  to  Her  Majesty, 
and  why  we  should  follow  the  course  proposed 
in  the  amendment  I  do  not  understand.  I 
might  also  inform  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  this  legislation  is  in  the  interests  of 
the  Native  race,  and  he  is  delaying  the  ad- 
vantage of  it  being  given  to  them  by  the  course 
he  is  suggesting.  He  must  agree,  I  think,  that 
free-trade  in  Native  land  has  been  detrimental 
to  the  race  to  which  he  belongs,  and,  if  the 
passing  of  this  law  is  to  be  longer  delayed,  that 
relief  and  benefit  which  it  is  designed  to  give 
to  the  Natives  will  be  withheld.  This  Biii  ia 
to  benefit  the  Natives,  and,  that  being  so,  the 
sooner  it  is  passed  the  better  it  will  be  for  both 
races.  Delays  in  this  case  are,  I  say,  danger- 
ous, and  I  should  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District  would  have 
been  the  last  to  propose  what  he  has  now  pro- 
posed. He  has  proposed  a  very  unusual  course. 
I  pay  every  consideration  to  recommendations 
made  by  him,  because  I  feel  assured  that  he 
desires  to  do  his  duty  conscientiously,  and  to 
do  that  which  at  all  events  he  believes  to  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Natives.  But  I  think 
he  is  mistaken  in  the  course  he  has  proposed, 
and  therefore.  Sir,  I  cannot  accept  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori- 
District  that  he  might  just  as  well  withdraw 
the  amendment,  because  under  the  Instruc- 
tions which  he  read  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  if  he  finds  the  Bill  is  one  which  has 
to  get  the  Royal  assent,  to  transmit  the  Bill 
Home  for  that  purpose,  and  not  to  assent  to 
it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  a  Bill  which  under 
the  Boyal  Instructions  has  to  be  sent  Home. 
I  do  not  desire  to  deceive  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  wordu  '  the  amendments  be  agreed  to '' 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Majority  ior,  27. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  he  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  HEKE  said, — I  wish  to  enter  my  last 
protest  against  this  Bill.  Clauses  60  and  61 
are  clauses  which  do  not  do  any  justice  to  the 
Natives  at  all.  These  clauses,  as  I  have  said, 
ignore  the  rights  of  the  Matives,  the  original 
owners  of  the  soil,  the  people  who  had  their 
rights  confirmed  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi  in  1840.  It  is  only  fair  for  me  to  say  that 
I  intend  to  raise  a  protest  in  reference  to  these 
and  to  other  clauses  in  this  Bill.  It  is  my  in- 
tention to  protest  against  this  Bill  when  it 
leaves  this  House,  and  when  it  goes  before  the 
Council ;  and  should  the  Council  pass  the  Bill  I 
intend  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Governor,  and  to 
call  his  intention  to  the  provision  set  out  under 
the  Boyal  Instructions  of  1892.  The  Premier 
said  a  while  ago  that  this  course  was  not  taken 
in  reference  to  other  Bills  touching  uponNative 
matters  that  were  introduced  into  this  House 
in  years  past.  I  may  inform  the  Premier  that 
I  find  a  Bill  that  was  introduced  in  1862  was 
reserved  for  Her  Majesty's  assent.  The  pass- 
ing of  that  Act,  I  may  say,  was  a  breach  of 
covenant :  the  Natives  were  not  consulted  at 
all.  Now,  when  Native  Bills  were  introduced 
into  this  House  after  that  this  course  was  not 
taken,  and  I  presume  the  reason  why  it  was  not 
taken  is  not  that  it  was  not  a  proper  coarse 
to  take,  but  that  the  Native  representatives  in 
this  House  could  not  understand  that  some  of 
the  provisions  that  were  set  out  in  the  different 
Bills  introduced  into  this  House  were  incon- 
sistent with  the  Treaty.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  under  the  Treaty  all  the  rights  of  the  Na- 
tives are  confirmed  in  reference  to  all  their 
properties.  In  the  Boyal  Instructions  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Zealand  in  1892,  under  the 
heading  of  "  Bills  not  to  be  assented  to  by  the 
Governor  in  Oar  Name,"  section  5  says  that 
the  Governor  has  no  right  at  all  to  give  his 
assent  to  any  such  Bill  as  appears  to  be  in- 
consistent with  any  treaty.  Now,  this  is  such 
a  Bill.  I  refer  to  clause  6Sa  of  this  Bill. 
There  it  is  set  oat  that  survey -fees  stand  a 
charge  on  Native  lands  as  a  mortgage,  and 
under  that  mortgage  the  surveyor  can  enforce 
it  by  applying  to  tiie  Native  Land  Court,  and 
have  a  portion  of  that  land  cut  ofi  and  sold  as 
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the  Court  may  direct.  When  a  survey  is  forced 
upon  any  Native  land  without  the  consent  of 
the  Natives,  as  set  oat  in  clauses  60  and  61  in 
this  Bill,  I  say  that  is  inconsistent  with  the 
Treaty  signed  in  1840 ;  and  therefore  it  is  only 
fair  that  such  a  provision  as  I  had  intended  to 
move  should  have  been  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  reading  the  clause 
that  I  intended  should  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill:— 

*'  This  Act  shall  not  come  into  operation  until 
Her  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  have  been  taken 
thereon,  and  the  same  shall  have  been  con- 
firmed by  Her  Majesty,  with  the  advioe  of  Her 
Privy  Council,  and  a  Proclamation  of  such 
confirmation  having  been  given  shall  have  been 
issued  by  the  Governor  and  published  in  the 
New  Zealand  Qatette." 

I  will  say  nothing  further  with  respect  to 
that.  What  I  wish  to  say  now  is  in  reference 
to  the  pre-emptive-right  clause,  and  the  clauses 
to  allow  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  to 
act  as  agent  for  the  Natives.     In  the  first 

g  ~  place,  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
'  '  emptive  right,  the  main  objection  I 
have  is  the  unfair  prices  offered  to  the  Natives 
for  their  lands.  By  way  of  comparison,  I  will 
quote  an  instance  that  has  occurred  in  Wai- 
kato.  An  area  of  500  acres  was  offered  to 
the  Government  Land-purchase  Agent,  and  the 
price  he  agreed  to  give  the  Native  was  6s.  an 
acre.  The  Native,  knowing  that  6s.  an  acre 
was  too  small  a  price  for  that  land,  inquired 
whether  private  individuals  were  willing  to  buy 
it ;  (uid  private  individuals  were  willing  to  give 
him  SOs.  per  acre  for  the  same  500  acres  for 
which  the  Government  officer  offered  6s.  an 
acre.  The  whole  price,  at  6s.  an  acre,  wonld 
be  £150.  By  way  of  deduotion  I  find  that  the 
survey  costs  of  600  acres  would  be  £41  ISs.  4d. 
This  amount  would  have  to  be  deducted  from 
the  £150  which  would  be  payable  to  the 
Natives  should  they  desire  to  sell,  leaving  a 
balance  of  £108  6s.  8d.  In  sales  to  the  Crown 
of  Native  lands  I  understand  that  the  sur- 
vey cost  is  the  only  item  deducted.  Then,  I 
will  come  to  the  same  500  acres  at  SOs.  an 
acre,  and  I  find  the  Natives  would  receive  £750 
at  that  price.  Deducting  survey  costs,  you 
would  have  a  balance  of  £708  6s.  8d.  Then, 
there  is  another  item  which  would  have  to  be 
deducted,  by  way  of  stamp  duty,  at  10  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  sum.  That  charge  for  stamp 
duty  would  be  £75.  Deducting  this  amount, 
it  leaves  a  balance  of  £633  6s.  8d.  Assuming 
the  moneys  to  be  paid  to  an  interpreter  to  be 
five  guineas — which,  I  think,  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  meet  the  case  —  deducting  five 
guineas,  you  get  a  balance  of  £628  Is.  8d. 
Allowing  10  per  cent,  on  the  whole  for  the 
agent  who  negotiates  the  sale,  amounting  to 
£75,  if  you  deduct  this  you  get  £553  Is.  8d. 
Then,  I  have  given  £50  to  be  deducted  for 
solicitors'  fees,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  £503 
Is.  8d.  Then,  under  the  heading  of  "  Miscel- 
laneous "  I  allow  £50.  Deduct  £50  from  £503 
Is.  Bd.,  and  you  have  £453  Is.  8d.  On  de- 
ducting all  these  sums  you  get  a  balance  of 
de453  Is.  8d.,  which  the  Native  owner  will  gee 
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for  bis  land.  Reverting  again  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  purchase  at  68.  an  acre,  after  deducting 
Burvey  costs  the  Native  gets  a  balance  of  £108 
68.  8d.,  which,  compared  with  the  other,  shows 
a  difference  of  £344  ISs.  I  think  it  is  very  un- 
fair, when  the  Natives  oan  stand  on  the  off- 
chance  of  getting  a  large  price  for  their  lands, 
that  they  should  be  prevented  by  such  clauses 
as  are  introduced  into  tiiis  Bill.  The  intention 
and  desire  of  members  of  this  House  are  no 
doubt  good,  and  perhaps  the  Premier's  inten- 
tion may  be  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
nation.  I  can  quite  conceive  that ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  can  quite  see  that,  although 
wishing  to  carry  that  intention  out,  he  is 
blinded  to  the  fact  that  the  Natives  will  not 
receive  the  benefits  from  any  negotiations  that 
may  take  place  between  them  and  the  Govern- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Mbhber.— Why  ? 

Mr.  HEKE.— It  is  only  natural,  when  one 
person  is  appointed  by  law  to  buy  property,  that 
he  can  command  the  market  vsJues  as  he 
pleases.  In  reference  to  the  Government  act- 
mg  as  agent,  I  wish  to  say  this :  that  the  ex- 
penses uat  may  be  put  upon  the  Natives  in 
reference  to  this  procedure  would  be  something 
enormous.  We  find  all  the  expenses  of  laying 
out  roads  and  the  construction  of  roads  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  Natives  themselves.  Now, 
expenditure  of  this  kind  in  regard  to  Crown 
lands  is  paid  for  by  the  State.  And  not  only 
that,  but  we  have  to  pay  for  the  Gk>vemment 
acting  as  agents.  There  are  other  incidental 
matters  that  will  tend  to  increase  the  expenses 
in  reference  to  this  procedure ;  therefore,  oy  the 
time  all  this  is  fimshed  and  done  with,  the 
Natives  will  get  just  a  paltry  sum  for  the  sale 
or  lease  of  their  lands.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  bring  forward  any  measure  that  may 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives  and  Europeans 
as  a  whole,  they  should  try  and  introduce  into 
the  Native  Land  Bills  all  the  necessary  safe- 
guards to  prevent  such  practices.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  that  the  Grown  and  private  indi- 
TiduaJs  are  the  only  persons  who  wish  to  try 
to  "  do  "  the  Natives  out  of  eJl  their  rights  to 
any  purchase ;  I  oan  conceive  there  are  some 
Natives  also  who  might  be  found  trying  to  work 
a  point  against  their  own  fellow-Natives.  That 
I  quite  admit.  With  reference  to  the  system 
of  appointing  Native  Committees  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  Natives:  We  have  several  in- 
stances where  the  Committees  appointed  have 
given  a  transfer  of  land,  depriving  all  their 
fellow-owners  of  their  rights  in  reference  to  the 
land  they  sold.  To  prevent  that,  you  must  have 
any  transaction  to  be  negotiated  made  public 
before  all  the  Native  owners  and  members  of 
any  tribe  who  may  claim  an  interest  in  any 
block  that  the  Government  or  a  private  indi- 
vidual may  wish  to  obtain.  By  carrying  on 
negotiations  in  public  you  will  prevent  a  reour- 
lence  of  the  sharp  practices  of  the  past,  and 
those  that  are  going  on  at  present.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  must  say  that  it  is  my  desire  to  see  fair- 
play  done  to  the  Natives  as  far  as  possible. 
Looking  at  the  Treaty  made  between  Her 
Hajesty  and  the  Native  chiefs  in  1840,  that 
Mr.  Hekt 


Treaty  should  be  respected  and  acted  up  to. 
Are  we  to  believe  that  our  parents  were  de- 
ceived by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  1  It  appears 
that  such  was  the  case.  When  you  look  at  the 
action  of  the  Government  and  compare  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  with  the  Treaty  and  the 
Royal  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  New 
Zealand  you  ciuinot  come  to  any  other  oon- 
olnsion.  If  this  Treaty  is  not  acted  up  to,  or 
if  it  is  ignored  by  Her  Majesty's  European 
subjects  in  New  Zealand,  I  wish  to  say  that 
it  will  be  my  desire  to  raise  a  test  case  in 
reference  to  the  whole  thing,  and  the  sooner 
the  Natives  are  given  to  know  that  the  Treaty 
is  not  worth  anything  at  all  the  better  it 
vrill  be  for  them.  I  would  protest  against  this 
Bill  being  assented  to  by  the  Governor.  I 
wish  honourable  members  may  consider  here- 
after, in  reference  to  any  Native  Bill  introduced 
into  this  House,  that  tbe  wish  of  the  Natives 
ought  to  be  acceded  to,  at  least  in  allowing 
them  to  have  a  voice  in  reference  to  their  lands 
being  encumbered  with  charges  such  as  set  out 
in  this  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

Adjourned  debate  on  tbe  question,  "  That 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Governor  in 
this  Bill  be  agreed  to." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  beg  to  move,  That  the 
first  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — Is  this  to  take  away  from 
the  railway  servants  all  rights  they  might  have 
as  Civil  servants? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  gives  them  all  the  rights 
they  hevd  at  the  time  they  came  under  the 
Railway  Commissioners. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— But  that  was  not  in  the 
Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  most  tiniustifiable  and 
ungenerous  course  to  take.  We  pay  these 
people  just  in  the  same  way,  and  out  of  the 
same  funds,  and  most  of  them  have  the  same 
salaries  as  before  they  were  placed  under  the 
Railway  Commissioners;  and,  although  the 
Premier  declares  that  they  have  forfeited  their 
rights  as  Civil  servants  by  coming  under  the 
Riailway  Commissioners,  they  were  not  in  a 
position  to  do  otherwise  at  that  date.  They 
were  told,  in  effect,  "  You  are  either  to  give  up 
your  positions  and  go  out  into  the  streets  or  take 
service  in  the  maimer  we  propose."  They  only 
accepted  those  terms  because  no  other  terms 
were  open  to  them.  The  manner  in  wliioh 
they  were  compelled  to  accept  them  was  no 
better  than  that  of  the  highway  robber,  who 
presents  a  pistol  at  your  throat  and  orders  you 
to  give  up  your  money.  They  had  no  alterna- 
tive ;  and  the  course  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  taken  is  exactly  the 
same  course  as  was  pursued  when  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  was  taken  over  from 
independent  control  as  an  association.  On 
that  occasion  all  the  Civil  servants  in  the 
employ  of  that  department  had  their  time 
counted  while  they  were  under  the  associa- 
tion, and  when  the  company  was  abolished  they 
again  became  Civil  servants,  and  had  all  their 
rights  restored  to  them.    All  the  time  they 
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were  in  the  Life  Insnrance  DepartmeDt  was 
counted  to  them  just  aa  if  they  had  remained 
in  the  Civil  Service  without  interruption.  I 
take  this  case  because  it  is  the  lost  change 
of  the  Icind  that  we  have  had ;  and  I  maintain 
that,  when  these  people  took  office  under  the 
rules  of  the  Civil  Service,  they  were  entitled 
during  good  behaviour  to  continue  in  that 
position  ;  they  should  have  all  the  rights,  and 
they  should  have  all  the  compensation,  and 
they  should  have  the  retiring-allowance  and 
other  privileges  just  the  same  as  the  Civil 
servants.  Directly  they  were  put  under  the 
Railway  Commissioners,  it  is  contended,  they 
forfeited  all  those  rights.  I  ask  this  House — 
and  I  hardly  think  there  is  a  member  of  the 
House  who  is  not  interested  in  the  question — 
whether  it  is  fair  to  say,  because  during  five 
and  a  half  years  these  men  have  been  employed 
under  the  Railway  Commissioners,  they  should 
be  debarred  from  the  Civil  Service,  and  not  be 
put  back  into  their  proper  position.  Why 
should  they  not  be,  simply  because  the  House 
said  that  henceforth,  instead  of  having  three 
Commissioners  to  control  the  railways,  they 
should  be  controlled  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  7  What  is  the  position  of  these  gentle- 
men 7  They  are  paid  out  of  public  moneys : 
and  now,  because  the  House  has  seen  fit  to 
terminate  the  rule  of  the  Commissioners,  they 
are  to  be  put  back  into  their  former  posi- 
tions, but  at  the  same  time  they  are  to 
he  told  that  all  the  time  they  have  been 
under  the  Commissioners  is  not  to  be  counted. 
I  contend  that  is  a  great  injustice  to  a  great 
number  of  men.  I  was  surprised,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  moving  in  this 
matter  the  other  day,  that  he  said  that  there 
were  certain  salaries  to  be  paid  which,  if  there 
were  no  Commissioners,  would  not  be  in  eto- 
cordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service. 
But  that  matter  could  be  settled,  and  it  is  not 
fair  or  just  that  these  Civil  servants  should 
be  deprived  of  all  retiring-allowance.  These 
men,  before  they  came  under  the  control  of 
the  Railway  Commissioners,  were  entitled  to 
retiring-allowances  and  all  the  other  privileges 
which  were  granted  to  Civil  servants ;  but  now 
the  honourable  gentleman  suddenly  proposes 
to  deprive  them  of  all  those  advantages.  I  ask 
the  Premier,  when  he  is  replying,  to  say  why, 
seeing  that  the  Govemmenc  Insurance  people 
were  restored  to  all  their  rights  after  the  asso- 
«iation  ceased  to  exist,  these  railway  servants 
should  not  also  bo  restored  to  the  rights  they 
formerly  enjoyed.  I  say  this  House  will  be 
breaking  faiih  with  these  gentlemen  if  it  does 
not  restore  to  them  these  rights. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  in  1887  the  thing  was 
done,  not  now.  It  was  when  the  Government 
Railways  Act  was  passed. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— As  to  that  point,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  why, 
if  an  injustice  was  done  them  then,  should  an  in- 
justice be  done  them  now  7  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will,  on  second  thoughts,  with- 
draw this  message,  or  bring  down  an  amending 
Bill.  Why  should  a  distinction  be  made  be- 
tween the  two  cases  I  have  mentioned? 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  not  ]>lace  all  the  rail- 
way servants  in  the  Civil  Service  7 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  not  7 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wants  to  know  why  they  should  not  be, 
I  am  with  him.  Why  should  not  the  men  in 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  and,  in  fact, 
every  one  who  has  been  employed  by  the  State 
for  a  considerable  time,  not  become  Civil  ser- 
vants ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.- Why  not  the  police  7 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Why  should  not  they  also  7 
Why  give  rights  to  one  class  of  servants  and  not 
to  the  others?  We  should  extend  these  rights 
to  all  of  them ;  and  I  think  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  so  he  would  give  wide  satisfac- 
tion. I  do  hope  other  honourable  gentlemen 
will  urge  the  Premier  to  change  this  clause, 
which  certainly  has  much  unfairness  about  it. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
question  whether  the  whole  of  the  railway 
servants  should  be  placed  in  the  Civil  Service 
or  not ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  question  of  main- 
taining the  rights  they  had  as  Civil  servants 
when  they  entered  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
colony,  and  I  think  it  is  only  just  that  the  con- 
ditions on  which  these  men  entered  the  Service 
should  be  preserved  to  them.  No  matter  how 
much  we  may  object  to  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment, the  State  should  religiously  keep  its  part 
of  the  contract ;  and,  on  these  grounds,  I  shall 
support  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  in  any  step  be  may  take  to  assure 
to  these  railway  officials  such  rights  as  they 
had  as  Civil  servants  upon  entering  the  Go- 
vernment service. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  going  to  withdraw  this  message, 
and  that  a  new  message  was  coming  down  to 
make  another  alteration  in  the  clause, 

Mr.  SEDDON. — What  I  said  previously  was 
that  the  matter  was  before  the  Law  Officers, 
and  from  the  consultation  I  had  had  with  the 
Law  Officers  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
I  should  have  to  withdraw  this  message  and 
bring  down  another ;  but  one  of  the  Law 
Officers  half  an  hour  ago  informed  me  that, 
after  carefully  going  into  the  matter,  it  was 
seen  tliat  it  would  not  be  necessary. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  understood  the  position 
was  simply  this  :  By  the  Act  of  1887  all  the 
railway  servants  were  in  the  Civil  Service,  and 
they  were  taken  out  of  that  Service  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commissioners'  service ;  and  it  is 
now  proposed,  in  this  Bill,  to  take  them  from 
what  is  practically  the  Commissioners'  service 
and  put  them  back  into  the  Civil  Service — that 
is,  into  the  position  they  were  in  before.  I 
think  that  would  be  perfectly  fair.  Now,  how- 
ever, it  is  proposed  to  strike  that  provision  out 
of  the  Bill,  and  to  treat  these  people  as  if  they 
still  were  under  the  Commissioners,  and  were 
not  really  under  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
and  not  to  restore  them  to  the  Civil  Service 
again.  The  fair  thing  is  not  to  accept  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Governor — namely,  that  in 
subsection  (3)  of  clause  4 — but  let  the  Bill  stand 
as  it  is.    I  understand  the  amendments  are  to 
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be  put  separately,  and  I  therefore  ask  that 
the  amendment  in  clause  1  be  not  agreed  to. 
As  to  clause  12,  the  amendment  there  is  a 
necessary  verbal  amendment,  which,  of  coarse, 
the  House  will  accept.    The  whole  point  turns 
on  this:  As  to  whether  the  servants  who  were 
in  the  Civil  Service  before  the  Commissioners 
were  appointed  are  now,  when  the  Commis- 
sioners are  to  cease  to  have   control,  to  be 
put  back  into  the   Civil  Service,  or  whether 
they  are  to  remain  in  an  anomalous  position. 
The  position  would   be  that  they  are  to  be 
treated  as  if  the  Commissioners  had  remained 
in  office.    I  do  not  think  that  fair.     As  to  the 
other  point,  the  right  of  the  railway  servants  to 
be  made  Civil  servants,  I  do  not  see  why  thej 
should  not  be.     Every  servant  of  the  Crown 
is  practically  a  Civil  servant,  and  there  should 
be  no  distinction  between  one  class  of  Civil 
servants  and  another  class.     I  do  not  see  why 
the  railway  servants  should  be  put  under  any 
disability  whatever. 
„3-        Mr.  MITOHELSON.— What  I  in- 
'    tended  to  do  at  the  dinner  adjourn- 
ment was  to  ask  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  adjourn  consideration  of  the  Governor's 
message    until    the    honourable   member   for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  was  in  his  seat.    I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the 
Premier  intends  doing  justice  to  the  railway 
servants  by  the  manner  in  which  he  proposes 
to  treat  them  in  the  amendment  now  before 
the  House.    It  is  not  at  all  reasonable  or  just 
that  one  portion  of  the  service  of  the  colony 
should  be  considered  Civil  servants   and  an- 
other railway  servants.     I  think  the  course 
the  Government  should  adopt  is  the  same  as 
that  pursued  at  the  time  when  the  Government 
Insurance  Bill  was  passed  in  1886,  when  the 
Government  Insurance  Department  took  back 
into  the  Civil  Service  those  officers  who  had 
previously  beon  in  the  service  of  the  Insurance 
Board  and  reinstated  them  as  Civil  servants. 
Seeing  that  the  Bill  which  was  passed  in  1887 
conserved  the  rights  of  Civil  servants  up  to  the 
time  that  they  took  office  under  the  Commis- 
sioners, I  think,  the  House  having  decided  to 
take  the  railways  back,  ail  the  Civil  servants 
who  served  under  the  Bailway  Commissioners 
should   be    considered    Civil    servants   of    the 
colony ;  and  1  see  no  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  attempt  to  treat  the  servants  of 
the  railways,  now  that  they  have  reverted  to 
the  Crown,  in  a  difierent  manner  from  those  of 
other  departments. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  desire  to  explain  that  when 
this  notice  of  motion  was  called  on  in  the 
afternoon  I  was  absent  as  one  of  the  Managers 
for  the  House  on  a  conference  with  the  Coun- 
cil. The  Bill  in  the  form  it  passed  through 
the  Legislature  this  session,  I  submit  to  the 
House,  did  justice  to  the  railway  servants; 
and  the  House  is  now  asked,  by  Governor's 
message,  to  amend  that  portion  of  it  relating  to 
railway  servants  in  such  a  manner  as,  I  sub- 
mit, would  not  be  fair.  I  wish  to  put  the 
matter  as  clearly  as  I  can  before  the  House, 
because  I  feel  sure  the  House  desires  to  do  what 
is  just  and  fair  with  regard  to  these  men.  As  I 
Sir  B.  Stout 


have  said  on  two  occasions,  this  is  not  in  any 
sense  a  party  question.  I  wish  to  submit  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  fair  position,  and  I  ^sk  the 
House  to  reject  this  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Governor,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolution 
which  the  House  itself  arrived  at  in  the  Bill 
was  fair,  and  that  this  is  not  fair.  When  the 
Government  Bailways  Act  of  1887  was  passed 
it  was  provided  that  the  servants  should  retain 
such  rights  as  they  had  in  the  Civil  Service  at 
the  date  of  their  transference  to  the  railway 
service:  that  is  to  say,  if  they  left  the  Civil 
Service  and  entered  the  railway  service  they 
remained  entitled  to  such  compensation  for 
loss  of  office  as  they  were  entitled  to  on  the 
day  they  entered  the  railway  service,  and  no 
more.  Any  service  in  the  railways  did  not 
count  as  service  in  the  Civil  Service.  They 
obtained  compensating  advantages  from  their 
transfer  to  the  railway  service  :  that  is  to  say,, 
they  hod  a  more  permanent  form  of  office,  and 
were  not  subject  to  political  control  of  any 
kind.  What  I  specially  ask  the  House's  atten- 
tion to  is  that  the  Railways  Act  of  1887  in  this 
respect  precisely  follows  the  precedent  of  on 
exactly  analogous  case  in  1884,  in  regard  to  the 
constitution  of  the  New  Zealand  Life  Insurance 
Association.  The  officers  of  the  Government 
Insurance  were,  by  the  Act  of  1884,  transferred, 
to  the  service  of  the  new  Insurance  Board. 
They  retained  their  rights,  hut  their  rights 
did  not  grow  under  the  association.  Now, 
neither  the  constituting  of  the  New  Zealand 
Life  Insurance  Association  by  the  Act  of  1884 
nor  the  constituting  of  the  Bailway  Commis- 
sioners by  this  House  in  1887  was  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Civil  Service.  It  was  the  policy 
of  the  Legislature  which  transferred  them  from 
their  position  as  Civil  servants  to  a  position 
under  the  Insurance  Board  in  the  ono  case, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  railways,  to  the  Bail- 
way  Board.  The  Legislature,  in  both  cases, 
recognised  that  it  could  not  compel  them  to 
transfer  their  service,  and  they  remained  en- 
titled to  the  compensation  they  were  entitled  to 
at  the  time  each  Act  was  passed.  This  change 
of  service  was  created,  not  by  the  servants,  but 
by  the  policy  of  the  Legislature.  When,  in  the 
year  1886,  the  Insurance  Board  was  dissolved 
and  the  Insurance  Department  was  returned 
to  the  control  of  the  Government,  the  Legis- 
lature inserted  a  provision  exactly  similar  to 
that  which  the  House  and  the  Council  in- 
serted in  the  present  Bailway  Bill.  That  is 
to  say,  we  said,  in  1886,  "  It  was  our  act 
which  transferred  you  from  the  Civil  Service 
to  the  Insurance  service;  it  is  our  act  which 
puts  an  end  to  that  service,  and  pats  you 
back  as  Civil  servants.  We  will  restore  you 
to  the  same  position  as  if  you  hod  remained 
Civil  servants  all  the  time."  What  was  done 
in  1886  was  surely  fair.  Parliament  tried  an 
experiment  at  the  cost  of  the  country,  and  pos- 
sibly at  the  cost  of  the  policyholders,  but  it  did 
not  try  it  at  the  cost  of  the  Service.  When 
Parliament  found  it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
the  service  which  it  had  previously  constituted, 
it  returned  those  gentlemen  to  the  same  posi- 
I  tion,  no  better,  no  worse  than  they  would  have 
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held  if  Parliamenii  hod  not  tried  the  experi- 
ment. Again,  in  passing  the  Government  Bail- 
ways  Act  we  created  a  separate  Board,  and  we 
transferred  the  Civil  servants  then  in  our  em- 
ploy to  the  employ  of  the  Railway  Board.  The 
Legislature  now  says,  "  That  experiment  has 
failed ;  we  are  going  to  resame  the  control  of 
the  railways,  and  you  will  again  become  Civil 
servants."  Neither  the  creation  of  the  Board 
nor  its  extinction  was  the  act  of  the  railway 
servants ;  and  it  seems  only  just,  now  Parlia- 
ment has  determined  that  the  experiment  has 
been  a  failure  and  has  resolved  to  constitute 
the  railway  service  again  a  branch  of  the  Civil 
Service,  that  we  should  say  to  the  men,  "  You 
shall  be  in  the  Civil  Service  to-day  as  you 
would  have  been  if  that  Act  had  never  passed 
— no  better,  no  worse."  The  position  is  this  : 
If  the  Act  of  1887  had  never  passed  they 
would  have  remained  Civil  servants  until  to- 
day. That  is  the  position  which  they  ought 
now  to  occupy.  The  alternative  proposal  of 
the  Premier  is  to  leave  them  as  the  Act  of  1887 
left  them — that  is  to  say,  to  leave  them  in  the 
railway  service,  notwithstanding  that  they  have 
again  become  Civil  servants,  with  no  other 
tights  than  they  had  in  1887.  I  ask  the  House 
to  compare  the  position  of  these  men  with  that 
of  tli^se  who  in  1887  were  working  side  by  side 
with  them  in  tbe  Public  Works  Department. 
The  men  who  remained  in  the  Public  Works 
Department  are  Civil  servants  to-day,  with  the 
increased  right  which  has  accrued  to  them 
since  1887 ;  whilst  those  who  were  transferred 
to  the  service  of  the  Railway  Board  remain  as 
railway  servants,  with  no  rights  for  the  service 
since  1887,  and  no  rights  for  any  service  to  be 
rendered  hereafter.  If  it  be  answered  that 
they  have  had  increased  salaries,  or  some 
other  adventitious  emolument,  that  ought  to 
be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  Parliament ; 
it  ought  to  be  proved  to  this  House  that 
there  has  been  an  additional  advantage  to 
each  of  them  sufficient  to  compensate  them 
for  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained  by  the 
experiment  which  Parliament  has  tried,  before 
Parliament  places  them  in  a  position  unlike 
that  occupied  by  others  upon  whom  the  experi- 
ment has  not  been  tried.  Honourable  gentle- 
men will  remember  there  were  two  branches  of 
the  Public  Works  Department — one  the  con- 
structive and  public  works,  which  has  remained 
unchanged  until  to-day;  the  other  the  working 
railways  branch,  created  a  separate  depart- 
ment, taken  from  political  control,  and  placed 
onder  the  Board.  These  two  branches  of  the 
same  department  will  be  in  a  different  position 
to-day,  if  the  Minister's  amendment  is  carried. 
The  men  who  remained  in  the  Public  Works 
Department  will  have  the  rights  which  will 
have  accrued  to  them  from  1887  to  1894,  and 
the  rights  to  accrue  by  future  service  ;  and  the 
other  men,  retained  in  the  same  service,  will 
find  themselves  debarred  of  all  the  rights  that 
have  accrued  or  that  might  hereafter  accrue. 
I  venture  to  submit  that  when  we  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  an  experiment  of  the  kind,  and 
afterwards  find  it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
it,  we  ought  to  be  mos  careful  that  the  conn- 


try,  and  not  its  servants,  should  sn£Eer.  I  hope 
I  have  put  the  matter  fairly,  and  I  submit  that 
the  amendment  ought  not  to  be  carried. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Sir,  I  thmk  there  is  very  great 
reason  for  supporting  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Premier.  I  am  quite  well  aware  that 
very  powerful  arguments  can  be  brought  to 
bear  to  show  that  officers  of  the  Railway 
Department  should  be  placed  precisely  in  the 
position  they  occupied  before  the  railways  were 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners. 
Bat  then,  on  tbe  other  hand,  you  must  con- 
sider this  aspect  of  the  question :  The  railways 
do  not  pass  from  tbe  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners until  the  end  of  the  present  year ;  and 
for  that  reason  alone  I  think  it  would  be  some- 
what premature  for  an  alteration  of  the  kind 
proposed  to  be  made  at  this  stage.  The  officers 
of  the  Railway  Department  will  keep  in  a 
tolerable  state  of  preservation  until  this  time 
next  year,  and  I  do  not  think  they  will  suffer 
materially  if  their  present  position  in  the 
service  of  the  colony  up  to  that  time  remains 
unaltered.  In  the  meantime  Parliament  will 
have  something  to  guide  them,  and  members 
of  Parliament  will  be  able  to  consult  their  con- 
stituents, who  are  really  the  people  most  inter- 
ested in  a  question  of  this  character.  It  is  idl 
very  well  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  your  brothers' 
blood,  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  are 
those  who  will  have  to  defray  the  emoluments 
which  are  paid  to  those  occupying  positions  in 
the  public  service,  and  we  ought  to  consider 
the  taxpayers  just  as  much  as  we  consider 
those  particular  officers.  I  will  ask  honour- 
able members  to  look  at  the  matter  in  this 
light,  again :  During  the  period  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  had  the  control  of  the  Railway 
Department  they  have  been  making  promo- 
tions ;  they  have  altered  salaries,  and  have 
made  new  appointments  ;  and  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  officers  who  have  been  appointed 
by  these  Commissioners  are  to  occupy  the  posi- 
tion of  Civil  servants.  It  is  only  fair  that 
whoever  may  be  appointed  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways or  appointed  to  have  control  over  the 
railways  should  have  a  tolerably  free  hand. 
He  will  no  doubt  have  to  keep  down  expendi- 
ture, and  make  the  railways  as  remunerative 
as  they  were  daring  the  term  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  only  fair  that 
he  should  have  a  voice  on  this  question.  For 
that  reason  I  think  the  proposal  that  the  officers 
should  be  placed  in  the  position  they  occupied 
some  years  ago  is  somewhat  premature.  But 
there  is  another  very  largo  consideration,  and 
that  is  this:  Here  is  now  an  opportunity  of 
dealing  fairly  with  an  important  branch  oJE  the 
public  service,  and  I  would  appeal  to  honour- 
able members,  especially  those  who  are  here  as 
the  representatives  of  labour,  whether  this  is 
not  a  right  time  for  considering  whether  it  is 
simply  the  well-paid  officers  who  are  enjoying 
large  salaries  that  are  to  receive  all  these 
benefits,  or  whether  those  receiving  various 
rates  of  pay  are  to  be  placed  on  exactly  the 
same  footing.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  no 
material  difference  made  between  the  highly- 
salaried  officers  and  such  men  as  the  plate- 
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layen,  the  permanent -way  men,  and  the 
porters.  These  men  have  frequently  to  per- 
form arduous  serrices,  and  undergo  not  only 
bard  work  bat  long  hours.  I  say  these  men 
are  clearly  as  much  entitled  to  retiring-allow- 
ances, or  any  of  the  other  benefits  conferred  by 
the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  as  the  officers. 
Kow,  we  know  what  has  been  the  system 
under  the  management  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  what  have  been  some  of  the  chief  charges 
brought  against  the  Commissioners  during 
their  term  of  office.  Has  it  not  been  said 
tiiat  they  have  selected  certain  officers  who 
have  had  their  salaries  increased  from  year  to 
year,  and  increased  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  would  have  been  the  case  had  they  re- 
mained under  the  control  of  a  Minister?  Is 
that  not  the  case  ?  Then,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  not  officers  been  passed  by  without  any 
increases  of  salary  whatever,  while  other 
officers,  who  have  been  receiving  tolerably 
large  salaries,  have  had  their  salaries  increased 
considerably  for  the  last  tour  or  five  years? 
But  what  do  we  find  with  regard  to  the  men  in 
the  railway  workshops — the  platelayers,  and 
the  men  employed  on  the  permanent-way? 
Do  we  not  find  that  every  opportunity  has  been 
seized  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  men's 
wages,  first  from  93.  to  8s.,  then  from  Ss.  to  7s., 
and  even  from  7e.  to  6s.  a  day  ?  And  the  Com- 
missioners have  gone  beyond  that.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  troubled  state  of  the  labour- 
market,  when  they  have  seen  a  chance  of  doing 
80  they  have  replaced  many  of  these  men  by 
boys.  I  say,  we  must  consider  this  matter  seri- 
ously, and  place  those  employed  in  the  service 
on  a  fairly  equal  footing.  I  hope  honourable 
members  in  voting  on  this  amendment  will  give 
the  Minister  of  Railways  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  alterations  to  be  made.  In  the 
first  place,  whoever  is  to  be  the  Minister  of 
Railways  should  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
fully  considering  the  alterations  that  may  be 
found  necessary  in  the  machinery,  and  in  the 
next  place  we  ought  to  be  allowed  time  to  ob- 
tain the  opinion  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony 
on  this  very  important  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  told  the 
House,  and  very  properly,  I  think,  that  what 
we  have  to  consider  on  this  question  is  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  I  quite  agree  with 
him  in  that ;  but  the  question  therefore  is, 
whether  we  can  best  do  this  by  paying  our 
railway  stafi  at  such  rates  as  shall  give  to  the 
people  of  the  colony  the  best  value  for  their 
money.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  made  an 
announcement  to  this  House  that  a  certain 
gentleman  had  been  appointed  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  at  a  salary  of  £2,250 
— a  very  handsome  salary  indeed.  But  I  say 
that  the  salary,  although  handsome,  is  not  at 
all  too  high  provided  the  colony  has  secured 
the  light  man  in  the  right  place.  The  same 
considerations  necessarily  apply  to  the  railway 
service  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
that  any  thinking  man  in  this  House  will  say 
for  a  moment  that  we  have  the  right  to  have 
the  right  men  in  the  right  place  unless  we  are 
Mr.  Hogg 


able  to  compete  for  the  right  class  of  men  ia 
the  open  market  by  ofiering  them  a  rate  of  pay 
which  shall  compare  fairly  with  what  they  can 
obtain  elsewhere.  That  is  the  whole  question. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  dwelt 
upon  the  hardships  of  the  men  who  do  th» 
platelaying,  and  who  have  to  fill  subordinate 
positions  in  the  railway  service.  These  men 
have  just  as  much  right  to  be  fairly  considered 
by  this  House  as  the  highest  officers  in  the 
railway  service;  but  this  motion  will  not  iu 
any  way  help  to  attain  that.  On  the  contrary, 
we  shall  run  the  risk  of  depriving  the  railway 
service  of  New  Zealand  of  its  best  officers,  and 
we  cannot  do  that  without  detriment  to  every 
class  of  the  service. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man nays  "  No,"  but  this  must  remain  a  matter 
of  opinion.  My  opinion  is  that  this  motion 
will  not  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  rail- 
way service,  and  I  shall  therefore  be  compelled 
to  vote  against  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Sir,  the  question  haa 
been  summarised  in  so  judicial  a  manner  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  that  there  is  really  very  little  left  t» 
say  on  the  subject  but  this :  that  there  was  a 
large  number  of  officers,  when  the  Ooverq^ent 
Railways  Bill  was  passed,  who  held  the  dual 
positions  of  Postmasters  in  country  towns  in 
the  colony  and  also  Railway  Stationmaslers,  and 
these  persons  were  virtually  compelled  to  leave 
the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony,  in  which  they 
had  rights  accrued,  in  order  to  enter  the  'service 
of  the  Commissioners.  I  may  be  told  that 
such  was  not  the  case ;  that  they  had  an  op- 
tion :  but  practically  the  result  has  been  that 
many  of  those  officers  have  been  compelled  Uy 
give  up  their  positions  as  Civil  servants  in  order 
to  ramain  in  the  service  of  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. I  know  many  of  those  gentlemen  have 
felt  very  much  aggrieved  at  the  position  they 
find  themselves  in,  inasmuch  as  under  the 
Post  Office  classification  scheme  they  would 
now  be  receiving  far  higher  salaries,  and  would 
occupy  better  positions,  with  far  less  onerous 
duties,  than  they  have  occupied  in  the  railway 
service,  and  these  persons,  if  the  motion  of 
the  Premier  is  agreed  to,  notwithstanding  the 
hardships  they  have  suffered  in  extra  work  on 
lower  salaries,  will  be  debarred  from  deriving 
the  benefits  which  would  have  accrued  to  them 
had  they  been  so  fortunate  as  to  remain  in  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office.  What  reason  can 
there  bo  that  these  servants  of  the  Crown 
should  be  treated  differently,  whether  they  are 
called  servants  oE  the  Post  Office  or  servants  of 
the  Railway  Department,  from  the  remainder 
of  the  Civil  Service?  I  can  see  none  at  all. 
To  me  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  we  owe  a 
duty  to  the  Civil  servants,  whatever  grade  of 
the  service  they  may  occupy;  and  I  shall  be 
only  too  happy  to  consider  the  question  put 
forward  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa,  that  all  classes  and  grades  in  the  Rail- 
way or  other  departments  of  the  Service  shall 
have  the  same  consideration  extended  to  them 
relatively  with  the  higher  grades  of  the  Set- 
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viee  in  being  treated  as  Civil  servants.  But  I 
'would  point  out  to  the  House  that  we  -who 
have  objected  to  handing  over  the  railways 
again  to  political  control  are  now  being  justi- 
fied in  the  opinions  we  held  and  expressed 
before  the  Kailways  Bill  has  become  the  Rail- 
ways Act.  For  even  here  we  are  discussing  the 
auestion  of  the  grievances  of  the  men  before 
le  Act  has  come  into  force.  All  those  evils 
which  we  have  predicted  from  the  political  con- 
trol of  the  railways  will  come  showering  upon 
UB  in  the  very  next  session  of  Parliament.  I 
repeat,  Sir,  here  we  are  discuseing  the  griev- 
emoes  of  the  railway  servants  before  the  Bill 
has  become  law,  and  I  say  that  year  after  year 
we  shall  find  that  the  servants  of  the  Railway 
Department  are  to  be  treated  in  a  manner  dif- 
ferent in  many  essentials  from  other  services 
of  the  colony.  And  therefore,  if  we  place  the 
railways  under  the  management  of  a  Minister, 
we  shall  have  all  those  difficulties  and  griev- 
ances cropping  up  every  session,  and  Parlia- 
ment will  regret  that  we  ever  placed  them  again 
Tinder  political  control. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think.  Sir,  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  last  speaker  should  be  quite  suf- 
ficient to  cause  honourable  members  to  vote 
for  this  amendment.  The  honourable  member 
has  said  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  as  to  tbo  requirements 
of  the  railway  servants  and  the  best  way  in 
which  they  oan  be  attended  to,  and  on  that 
account  he  says  it  would  be  better  if  we  had 
allowed  the  railways  to  remain  as  they  were. 
Well,  that  is  exactly  what  the  amendment 
does.  It  places  the  railway  servants  exactly 
where  they  were  under  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners. The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Bell)  has  evidently  not  read  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BELIi. — They  are  made  Civil  servants. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  not  made  Civil 
servants  there — they  are  simply  servants  of 
o  Q  Her  Majesty.  My  honourable  friends 
who  are  members  of  the  legal  profession 
will  understand  the  difference.  I  myself  am 
rather  pleased  than  otherwise  with  the  objec- 
tions that  have  come  from  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House,  because  it  will  be  the  means  of 
making  a  number  of  friends  in  favour  of  bring- 
ing back  the  railways  to  the  people.  I  say  that 
this  difficulty  must  be  met,  and,  if  it  is  not  met 
now,  we  shall  have  further  trouble  later  on.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  voted 
against  Parliament  taking  control ;  and.  Sir,  if 
he  had  been  successful  in  this,  would  those 
men  whose  rights  he  is  now  advocating  have 
come  into  the  Civil  Service — that  is,  if  the  rail- 
ways had  remained  under  the  Commissioners  ? 
He  was  quite  content  to  leave  them  with  the 
Railway  Commissioners ;  and  now,  as  soon  as 
the  Government  has  resumed  control,  he  tries 
to  force  further  expenditure  upon  the  colony. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  the  Opposition  are  now 
trying  to  prove  that  Pajliament,  in  taking  over 
the  railways,  has  made  a  mistake 

Mr.  BELL. — It  is  not  fair  to  the  servants  to 
pnt  it  in  that  way. 


Mr.  SEDDON.— I  must  put  it  to  the  House 
in  the  way  I  believe  correct,  and  the  position  is 
clear  that  by  a  majority  of  this  House  Parlia- 
ment has  now  agreed  to  ttike  over  the  railways. 
Those  persons  whose  rights  have  been  so 
ably  advocated  by  both  the  members  for  Wel- 
lington City  and  Wellington  Suburbs  and  the 
members  for  Eden  and  Hawke's  Bay  had  abso- 
lutely lost  their  rights  as  Civil  servants  by 
being  under  the  Railway  Commissioners  since 
1888 ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that  it  was 
the  Conservative  party  who,  by  the  Railways 
Act  of  1887,  took  away  those  rights.  The  next 
question  is  this :  When  a  majority  of  members 
here  carried  an  amendment  to  bring  back  the 
railways  to  the  people,  did  we  do  it  on  the 
understanding  that  a  much  larger  increase  of 
expenditure  should  be  incurred,  and  that  these 
men  should  be  placed  in  a  better  position  than 
they  were  in  at  the  time  of  our  taking  over  the 
railways?  What  Ve  have  urged  all  along  is 
this:  that  there  should  be  an  equality,  and 
that  there  should  not  be  the  distinction  that 
has  occurred,  and  that  there  should  not  time 
after  time  be  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of 
the  highly- paid  officers,  whilst  those  who  were 
really  doing  the  work  were  receiving  no  in- 
crease at  tJl.  I  was  more  than  surprised  at 
the  sympathy  shown  with  this  class  of  servants 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Eden,  who  said, 
"  I  think  we  are  not  doing  these  men  justice." 
Who  was  it  that  passed  this  Act  in  1887  ?  I 
refer  honourable  members  to  the  following  sec- 
tion of  "  The  Government  Railways  Act,  1887." 
That  Act  was  introduced  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  who  was  then  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  and  subsection  {i)  of  section  62 
reads  as  follows : — 

"  (4.)  All  persons  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government  in  the  railway  service  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  be  deemed  to  have  been 
appointed  or  employed  by  the  Commissioners 
under  this  Act,  and  such  of  them  as  shall  then 
be  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony  shall  cease 
to  be  in  such  service." 

Who  passed  this  Act?  If  an  injustice  has 
been  done,  the  honourable  gentleman  euid  the 
majority  who  supported  him  in  this  House  were 
those  who  did  the  injustice.  At  the  same  time 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
stated — and  it  is  quite  true — that  those  of  the 
Civil  servants  who  did  not  desire  to  enter  the 
Railway  Commissioners'  service  could  have  left 
the  railway  service  altogeher,  and  could  have 
received  compensation.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber used  these  words :  He  said,  '*  It  was  just 
the  same  as  though  a  highwayman  placed  a 
revolver  at  your  head,  and  said,  '  Stand  and 
deliver.' "  Therefore  these  servants  did  not 
voluntarily  surrender  their  rights  on  entering 
the  service  of  the  Railway  Commissioners.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that  they  surrendered  their 
rights  when  they  entered  the  Commissioners* 
service,  and  they  have  been  there  from  1888  (ill 
the  present  time.  I  shall  show  that, — though 
there  may  be  something  in  the  honourable 
member's  contention  that,  though  a  man  had 
no  option,  his  lights  on  tiiat  date  were  con- 
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served,  and  that  if  he  bad  left  the  service  be 
would  haye  been  paid  his  compensation  and 
other  allowances  up  to  1888, — yet  from  that 
date  forward  he  would  receive  nothing  except 
what  was  provided  under  the  regulations  of  the 
Railway  Commissioners  in  respect  to  retiring- 
allowauoes.  In  respecb  to  retiriug-allowanoes,  I 
might  say  that  these  allowances  under  section 
76  of  the  Government  Railways  Act  are  not  so 
liberal  as  those  under  the  Civil  Service  Act, 
which  members  are  perhaps  aware  of,  and  if 
they  look  at  the  amendment  they  will  see  that 
what  I  propose  by  this  amendment  is  to  keep 
the  railway  servants  who  were  in  the  service 
prior  to  1888  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
they  were  in  when  the  Railways  Act  was  passed. 
The  clause  referred  to  is  els  follows  : — 

"  The  rights  of  all  persons,  whether  abso- 
lute or  contingent,  who  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Act  were  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
colony,  and  who  by  virtue  of  this  Act  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, sUall,  as  regards  claims  for  compen- 
sation for  loss  of  office,  or  otherwise  in  respect 
thereof,  or  for  superannuation  allowance,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  preserved  up  to  the 
time  when  they  entered  the  service  of  the  Com- 
missioners." 

It  is  necessary  to  pass  this  amendment  be- 
cause in  the  event  of  the  Railways  Acts  being 
repealed  these  rights  would  have  to  be  conserved 
to  them;  but  I  say  it  is  not  the  desire  at  the 
present  time  that  we  should  go  further,  and 
as  the  Bill  stands  at  present  it  means  that  not 
only  were  their  rights  conserved  since  1876, 
but  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  they 
have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners. It  was  never  intended  by  this 
House  that  this  Bill  should  bo  retrospective 
and  cover  the  six  years.  Honourable  members 
will  ask,  "How  has  this  come  about?"  It 
came  about  in  this  way :  When  the  amend- 
ment was  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton) — I  refer  to 
the  amendment  in  Part  III.  of  the  original 
Bill — when  that  was  tmder  consideration  the 
Railway  Commissioners  wrote  to  me  and  called 
my  attention  to  Part  III.  as  it  then  stood. 
The  communication  I  received  was  from  Mr. 
MoKerrow,  the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  it 
covered  this  letter  from  the  Secretary : — 

"  If  the  proposed  clause  in  Part  III.  of  the 
Government  Railways  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
which  is  also  incorporated  in  Mr.  Finkerton'a 
proposed  amendment,  to  place  the  railways 
immediately  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  carried  in  its  present  form,  a  large 
number  of  the  railway  employes  will  be 
seriously  affected.  By  the  operation  of  •  The 
Government  Railways  Act,  1687,'  section  76, 
the  rights  of  all  persons  who  were  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  Act  in  the  Civil  Service  of 
the  colony  were  preserved  up  to  the  time  they 
entered  the  service  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
proposed  clause  apparently  proposes  to  replace 
such  persons  again  in  the  service  of  Her 
Majesty  without  continuing  to  them  the  rights 
which  they  bad  earned  prior  to  1889,  and  under 
which  they  entered  the  service  originally." 
Mr.  Seddon 


Upon  receipt  of  that,  some  amendments 
were  submitted,  and  I  concluded  that  they 
would  not  go  further  than  was  necessary  to 
secure  the  rights  of  the  railway  servants  since 
1876,  and  I  gave  instructions  to  make  the  pro- 
posed amendments.  I  found  subsequently, 
however,  that  this  amendment  went  very  much 
further,  and  covered  the  time  that  these  offi- 
cials hod  been  serving  the  Commissioners.  It 
is  quite  true,  if  I  had  examined  closely  the 
letter  which  accompanied  the  amendment,  I 
should  then  have  seen  that  this  was  proposed ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  was  never  intended  by  the 
House ;  and  it  was  only  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sic  R.  Stout) 
called  my  attention  to  the  point,  after  the  Bill 
was  reported  from  the  Council,  that  I  looked 
into  it  myself.  1  then  found  that  an  error  bad 
been  committed,  and  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  take  the  House  into  my  confidence,  and 
have  the  matter  put  right,  and  in  the  position 
that  was,  I  believe,  originally  intended.  I  will 
do  Mc.  McKerrow  the  justice  to  say  that  his 
note  is  as  follows:  "  As  I  do  not  suppose  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  in  any  way 
curtail  or  deprive  officers  of  rights  already 
accrued,  I  would  respectfully  SLsk  you  to  see 
that  provision  is  made  for  the  conservation  of 
those  rights."  As  I  have  said,  the  amendment 
went  very  much  further  than  in  the  direction 
of  conserving  the  rights  of  these  servants  which 
hod  accrued  at  the  date  they  accepted  office 
under  the  Railway  Commissioners. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  does  not  do  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  was  never  intended,  but 
it  does,  and  this  amendment  will  make  it 
clear,  and  we  shall  only  conserve  their  rights 
up  to  the  time  of  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Act  of  1887.  That  is  the  intention  of  the 
amendment,  and  it  will  leave  the  whole  of  the 
railway  servants  in  the  position  that  they 
were  in  at  that  time ;  and,  as  they  have  been 
in  the  railway  service,  it  is  only  fair,  I  say, 
that  they  shall  have  no  superannuation  allow- 
ances and  no  retiring-allowances,  but  shall  ha 
in  the  same  position  as  if  they  were  working 
side  by  side  with  those  who  have  entered  the 
railway  service  since  the  Commissioners  have 
had  control.  I  consider  that  there  should  be 
no  distinction,  but  that  they  should  be  put 
in  the  same  position,  in  order  to  save  friction 
in  the  railway  service.  This  amendment  will 
save  friction ;  and  I  say  that  we  ought  to  keep 
our  railway  service  on  the  one  footing,  and,  if 
you  do  not  do  that,  then  there  will  be  trouble 
with  the  Minister  and  with  the  Government  as 
between  the  two  classes  of  servants. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Why  not  make  them  aU 
Civil  servants  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  The  honourable  member 
says, "  Why  not  make  them  all  Civil  servants?  " 
I  will  give  a  very  good  reason  why.  The  reason 
why  is  this :  that  if  you  commence  with  the 
whole  of  the  railway  service,  and  then  leave 
out  the  other  branches  of  the  service 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Do  not  leave  any  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Then,  I  say  you  cannot  in  a 
Railways  Bill  make  the  whole  of  the  Govern- 
ment employes  of  this  colony  Civil  servants. 
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If  we  are  going  to  deal  with  the  question  at  all, 
it  requires  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  Bill  specially 
designed  to  embrace  in  its  operation  every 
class  of  men  wHo  work  for  the  Government. 
That  is  what  is  required  if  effect  is  to  be  given 
to  the  suggestion  mode.  Now,  I  will  show 
you  why  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  those 
who  remain  as  Civil  servants  were  we  to  do 
this  in  respect  of  those  who  have  been  em- 
ployed on  the  railways.  It  has  been  urged 
that  the  Stationmosters  who  have  remained 
in  the  railway  service  have  received  less  than 
the  same  class  of  servants  who  entered  the 
postal  service.  It  is  quite  true  that  there  are 
cases  which,  with  comparison,  will  show  that 
those  who  remained  in  the  railway  service  are 
not  receiving  more,  and  in  some  instances  are 
receiving  less,  than  those  who  entered  the 
postal  service ;  but,  in  respect  to  a  great 
many  men,  if  you  compare  the  salaries  now 

gaid  them  with  those  paid  to  others  in  the 
ivil  Service,  you  will  find  that  the  increases 
in  the  railway  service  have  been  greater  than 
the  increases  granted  to  those  in  other  portions 
of  the  service  of  the  colony.  I  could  give  cases 
in  point,  but  I  do  pot  think  it  necessary  that  I 
should  do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  I  might 
ask  honourable  memoers  to  take  last  year's  esti- 
mates, when  the  Commissioners  had  control, 
and  we  used  to  receive  the  estimates  in  globo, 
and  vote  them  in  globo,  never  noticing  the  in- 
creases. We  knew  nothing  of  them  really,  but 
there  were  sixty-two  increases  in  the  estimates 
of  this  session,  going  up  from  £10  to  £100 — that 
is,  sixty-two  oases  in  which  increases  were 
granted.  I  do  not  say  that  they  were  not 
proper  promotions  ;  I  do  not  say  the  increases 
were  not  warranted  ;  but  I  say  they  were  made, 
and  the  difference  is  such  that  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  the  rest  of  the  service  if  we  without  in- 
quiry pass  the  Bill  as  it  went  from  this  House. 
I  say  it  would  cause  friction,  and  that  we  should 
not  be  warranted  in  doing  it.  It  has  not  been 
mentioned,  but  who  are  the  servants  that  will 
b«  benefited  if  we  bring  them  in  as  Civil  ser- 
vants, and  restore  to  them  the  rights  from  the 
time  they  left  the  Service  up  to  the  present 
time?  Why,  Sir,  it  is  the  Stationmasters  and 
the  clerical  branch  of  the  service.  It  is  to 
those  only  that  it  applies.  Those  are  the  per- 
sons who  would  be  made  Civil  servants.  It 
applies  to  few,  comparatively  speaking,  and  not 
to  the  whole.  And  I  ask,  why  should  you  do 
this?  Why  do  you  deal  with  a  large  subject 
by  simply  giving  a  concession  to  a  few  who  are 
at  present  in  the  railway  service,  and  who  were 
in  the  Civil  Service  previously?  I  say  there 
is  a  great  deal  more  underlying  this  question 
than  members  see  at  a  glance.  It  is  my  desire, 
and  the  desire  of  the  Government,  to  promote 
harmony,  and  there  is  no  doubt  we  should  bring 
about  discord  if  we  had  a  division  in  the  service. 
If  Parliament  desires  that  we  should  do  justice 
to  all  branches  of  the  service — to  all  those  em- 
ployed by  the  Government — then  we  should  not 
commence  it  in  a  Railway  Bill,  but  a  compre- 
hensive measure  should  be  brought  down  to 
classify  every  person  in  the  employment  of  the 
Oovemment.     We    have   the    Postal   Depart- 


ment classified,  and  some  other  branches  are 
classified  and  working  under  regulations.  The 
railway  service  was  working  under  regulations 
under  the  Commissioners  and  we  heard  very 
few  complaints.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  classification  going  on,  but  we  must 
deal  with  the  matter  by  a  separate  Bill  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose,  and  not  attempt  to 
do  it  by  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  anything  further.  I 
do  not  think  that  capital  should  be  made,  or 
should  be  attempted  to  be  made,  as  against 
the  Government  on  this  question,  or  that  any 
attempt  should  be  made  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies of  a  certain  class  of  railway  employ^ 
and  to  put  the  Government,  as  it  were,  in  a 
false  position  through  their  having  to  bring 
down  an  amendment  and  ask  the  majority  of 
the  House  to  pass  it.  I  believe  I  am  doing 
what  is  just  to  the  railway  service  as  a 
whole  and  to  the  colony  in  asking  the  House 
to  agree  to  this  amendment.  If  this  amend- 
ment be  rejected,  then  all  I  say  is  this :  that 
our  first  trouble  with  the  railways  will  begin, 
for  we  shall  have  largely  increased  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony,  and, 
in  addition  to  that,  we  shall  have  caused  dis- 
cord in  the  railway  service  itself.  I  think 
that  these  are  very  good  reasons  why  we  should 
agree  to  the  proposed  amendment.  Kow  I  vnll 
meet  the  only  other  argument— the  argument 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  when  he  mentioned  the  case  of  the 
Insurance  Department,  and  said  that  those 
who  were  in  the  Civil  Service  and  were  taken 
over  by  the  Board  and  severed  their  con- 
nection with  the  Service,  were  subsequently 
brought  back  into  it  when  the  Board  was 
abolished.  There  is  this  difference:  The 
Board  existed  from  1884  to  188C — two  years — 
and  very  little  difference  was  made  in  regard 
to  the  salaries  for  that  very  short  period. 

Mr.  BELL. — Yon  are  quito  mistaken. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Did  you  raise  the  salaries  ? 

Mr.  BELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well,  then  ;  I  say  that 
was  a  great  injustice  to  the  rest  of  the  Civil 
Service  whose  salaries  were  not  raised.  So  in 
regard  to  the  railway  servants.  During  the  six 
years  there  have  been  many  increases  and  pro- 
motions— well-deserved  promotions;  but,  hod 
we  had  the  service  as  a  whole  under  the  Public 
Works  Department,  all  those  in  these  depart- 
ments would  have  had  equal  chances  of  pro- 
motion, which  they  have  not  had  owing  to  the 
railways  being  under  the  Commissioners.  Now, 
if  you  are  to  do  justice,  you  would  have  to  take 
a  comparative  statement  of  those  who  were  in 
the  railway  service  and  those  who  were  in  the 
other  branches  of  the  public  service,  and  see 
what  the  increases  were  and  bring  them  back, 
or  make  the  increases  in  the  Civil  Service  to 
correspond.  There  is  adjustment  necessary, 
and  without  that  you  will  bring  discontent.  I 
think  I  have  said  su£Bcient  to  prove  to  the 
House  the  desirability  of  carrying  this  amend- 
ment. Next  year,  when  the  Minister  is  in 
charge,  when  he  has  carefully  gone  through 
this  matter,  he  can  then  guide  the  House  and 
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advise  it  as  to  what  he  may  consider  necessary 
to  do — as  to  what  is  right  to  all  those  who  are 
employed  upon  the  railways  of  the  colony. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  amendment  recommended  to  be  made  by 
His  Excellency  in  clause  4,  subsection  (3),  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House." 

At£8,  il. 


Buddo 

Button 

Garncross 

Garnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Guinness 

Hall 

Harris 

Houston 

Joyce 

Crowther 
Duthie 
Earnshaw 
Fraser 
Green 
Hall-Jones 
Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 


Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Mackintosh 

Alaslia 

McGowan 

McKenzie,  3. 

HcKenzie,  B. 

McLachlan 

Meredith 

Millar 

Mills 

Montgomery 

Farata 

Finkerton 

Noes,  22. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McNab 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
O'Began 
Russell,  W.R. 
Faib. 


Firani 

Reeves 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Morrison. 

Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Bell 
Buchanan. 


For. 
Cadman. 


Against. 
Allen. 


Majority  for,  19. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendment  WM  also  agreed 
to  :  In  clause  12,  after  the  word  "  October,"  in 
the  second  paragraph,  the  word  "next"  was 
omitted,  and  the  words  "  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-four  "  were  inserted. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

IN  COMUITTEE. 

Clause  12. — Constitution  of  Licensing  Com- 
mittee within  ordinary  districts.  Frovisions 
applicable  to  all  Committees. 

Mr.  McMAB  moved,  That  all  the  words  after 
the  words  "The  Committee  shall"  be  struck 
out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following 
words  :  "  consist  of  the  Magistrate  for  the  time 
being  having  jurisdiction  at  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Licensing  Committee,  and  eight 
other  persons,  being  residents  within  the  dis- 
trict, to  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  dis- 
trict in  manner  provided  by  '  The  Electoral 
Act,  1898,'  and  thereafter  once  in  every  third 
year  only,  on  the  days  appointed  for  taking  the 
poll  of  electors  under  section  sixteen  of  this 
Act,  and  simultaneously  therewith." 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Lang 
McGowan 
McLachlan 
Mills 

Bell 

Buddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 

For. 
Button 
Kelly,  J. 
McGuire 
TeAo. 


Mitchelson  Tellers. 

Farata  Camcross 

Bussell,  W.  R.  McKenzie,  B. 

Noes,  40. 

Lawry  Saunders 

Mackenzie,  T.  Seddon 

Mackintosh  Smith,  E.  M. 

Maslin  Stevens 

Massey  Steward 

MoNab  Stout 

Meredith  Tanner 

Montgomery  Ward 

Newman  Willis 

O'R^an  Wilson. 
Finkerton 

Firani  Tellers. 

Beeves  Morrison 

Bussell,  O.  W.  Smith,  G.  J. 
Faibs. 


W. 


Against. 
Duthie 
McKenzie,  J. 
Cadman 
Lamach. 


Majority  against,  25. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  only  "  be  struck  out,  with  the 
view  of  inserting  the  following  words:  "  Such 
election  shall  not  be  held  on  the  day  the 
General  Assembly  election  is  held." 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ates,  36. 


Allen 

Hogg 

Finkerton 

Bell 

Houston 

Firani 

Buchanan 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buddo 

Massey 

Seddon 

Camell 

McGowan 

Smith,  O.  J. 

Crowther 

McKenzie, 

R.    Stevens 

Eamshaw 

McNab 

Steward 

Flatman 

Millar 

Stout 

Fraser 

MiUa 

Tanner. 

Graham 

Montgomery             Tellers. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Camcross 

Hall-Jones 

O'Began 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Heke 

Noes,  i 

1. 

Carroll 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Beeves 

Collins 

Lawry 

Saunders. 
Faibs 

Hutchison,  W. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Cadman 

Mitchelson 

Duthie 

Button 

Green 

Newman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Mackintosh 

Buiok 

TeAo 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Ward. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Ates,  15. 
Allen                  Duncan 
Crowther            Green 

Hogg 
Houston 

Mr.  Seddon 

Majority  for,  28. 

Words  inserted,  and  clause  as  amended  added 
to  the  Bill. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  10th  October,  lS9i. 


First  Headings— Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill- 
Factories  Bill— Shearing  at  Benniore  Station— 
Oovernnient  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill— Bating 
on  Unimproved  Value  Bill. 

The  Hon  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Land  Oourt  Bill,  Mining  Companies 
Bill. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  brought  up  the 
following  report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Con- 
ference on  this  Bill : — 

"The  Managers  of  the  Conference  on  the 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill  on  behalf  of  the 
Legislative  Council  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  they  iiave  met  the  Managers  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have  agreed 
as  follows : — 

"  Section  2.  Definition  of  Shop :  That  the 
words  *  where  any  person  works  for  hire  and,' 
in  line  2,  be  struck  out,  and  that  the  following 
words  be  inserted  in  line  3,  after  '  retail ' — 
namely,  '  but  does  not  include  a  shop  the  busi- 
ness whereof  is  bond  fide  owned  and  conducted 
by  any  person  of  New  Zealand  or  European 
extraction  whether  solely  or  with  the  assist- 
ance of  members  of  his  or  her  family  below 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  who  reside  on  the 
premises.'  Definition  of  Shop-assistant:  That 
ther  words  Struck  out  by  the  Council  be  rein- 
serted. 

"  Section  3,  line  3  :  That  the  words  '  a  hair- 
dresser '  be  struck  out. 

"  New  section  9 :  That  in  line  6,  after  the 
words  '  any  part  of,'  the  words  '  any  one  of '  be 
inserted ;  and  in  line  7  the  words  *  each  other ' 
be  struck  out,  and  the  words  '  any  part  of 
another '  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

"  New  section  9,  subsection  (1),  line  5  :  That 
the  word  'should*  be  erased,  and  the  word 
'  shall '  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

"  Subsection  (5) :  That  this  be  a  separate 
section  in  the  Bill ;  and  the  word '  hairdressers ' 
be  inserted  after  '  butchers '  in  the  last  line 
but  one  of  the  section. 

"  Section  16a,  line  5 :  That  *  shall '  be  strurJc 
out,  and  '  may '  inserted  in  lieu  thereof.  Line 
8,  after  '  required  to,'  to  insert  the  words  '  con- 
tinue at  work  or ' ;  and  after  '  work,'  where  it 
occurs  the  second  time  in  fhe  same  line,  to 
strike  out  the  words  *  after  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening.' 

"  New  clause  16b  :  That  the  following  sec- 
tion be  added  to  the  Bill,  to  follow  16a  :  *  OfiSces 
shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
last-preceding  section  during  two  periods  of 
four  weeks  Aach  in  every  year  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  half-yearly  balances.'  " 

Report  agreed  to. 


FACTORIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  W.  Downie  Stewabt  brought  up 
the  following  report  of  the  Mtuiagera  of  the 
Conference  on  this  Bill : — 

"  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  to  conduct  the  Conference  on  the  Fac- 
tories Bill  have  the  honour  to  report  that  they 
have  met  the  Managers  appointed  by  tha  House 
of  Representatives,  and  they  have  come  to  the 
following  agreement,  nameh' : — 

"  Clause  20,  subsection  (c)  :  To  strike  out 
the  word  '  wages,'  and  substitute  '  earnings ' ; 
and  strike  out  ■  two,'  and  substitute  '  of.' 

"  Clause  54 :  In  lines  50  and  55,  to  strike 
out '  eight,'  and  substitute  '  a  quarter  to  eight.' 
To  restore  the  last  two  lines  of  the  clause  oa 
the  top  of  page  16. 

"  Clause  56 :  In  line  88,  to  insert,  after 
the  word  '  workroom,'  the  following  words : 
'  except  in  small  factories  where  not  more 
than  three  persons  are  employed,  and  this- 
only.' 

"  Clause  63  (new  proviso) :  In  line  14,  to 
strike  out  the  words  'as  auxiliary  to,'  and 
substitute  the  words  *  in  connection  with.'  In 
line  16,  to  strike  out  the  word  '  this,'  and 
substitute  'the  Shops  and  Shop-assistants,'' 
and  insert  '  1894 '  after  Act.  In  line  16,  to- 
strike  out  the  words  ■  close  his  shop,'  and  substi- 
tute '  give  a  half-holiday  to  women  and  young 
persons  under  this  Act  or  on  Saturday  after- 
noon.' 

"  Clause  64 :  That  it  remain  struck  out." 

Report  agreed  to. 

SHEARING  AT  BENMORE  STATION. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley  laid  on  the 
table  the  following  letter  from  the  Police  De- 
partment to  Mr.  T.  Middleton,  manager  of  Ben- 
more  Station : — 

"  Police  Department 
"  (Commissioner's  Office), 
"  Wellington,  9th  October,  1894. 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Srd  instant,  which 
reached  me  yesterday  (the  8th).  Its  arrival, 
however,  was  preceded  by  its  publication  in  the- 
Press  on  the  4th. 

"  The  Minister  directs  me  to  say  that  you 
are  at  liberty  to  take  any  course  you  think  fit  in 
this  matter ;  bat,  in  publishing  the  correspond- 
ence, it  might  justly  be  urged  that,  in  fairness, 
your  letter  to  Constable  Bradshaw  should  also 
have  been  published. 

"  From  inquiries  made,  the  Government  has 
ascertained,  from  a  competent  and  reliable 
officer,  that  the  New  Zealand  shearers  would 
not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  shearing  at 
Benmore,  that  the  warning  received  by  you 
comes  from  Australia,  and  that  it  is  from  Aus- 
tralia that  a  large  proportion  of  the  shearers 
employed  on  the  Waitaki  come,  after  the- 
shearing  is  finished  in  November. 

"  As  stated  in  my  previous  letter,  you  have 
made  arrangements  with  a  person  named 
Alexander  McCallum,  an  Oamaru  shearer  now 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  have  authorised 
him  to  bring  over  sixteen  men.  In  your  letter 
under  reply  you  have  not  denied  that  this  ia 
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the  case.  Tbis  being  so,  the  conclnsion  is  cor- 
rect that  what  has  been  reported  is  absolutely 
accurate.  You  are  also  aware  of  the  fact  that 
during  this  session  of  Parliament  the  Arbitration 
and  Conciliation  Bill  has  been  passed,  and  that, 
Parliament  having  made  provision  to  meet  the 
disputes  between  employers  and  employes,  ac- 
tion in  the  direction  you  asked  was  unnecessary. 

"  Knowing  that  your  agent  is  not  on  good 
terms  with  the  shearers  in  the  district,  the 
action  taken  by  you  might  reasonably  be  con- 
strued to  be  a  deliberate  attempt  to  provoke 
hostilities,  and  what  gives  colour  to  this  is  your 
application  for  protection  two  months  in  antici- 
pation of  the  time  the  shearers  are  expected  to 
arrive  at  Benmore  Station. 

"  Had  the  Jlinister  thought  fit  to  grant  your 
request  it  would  have  been'  inferred  that  the 
Government  was  encouraging  you  in  the  ex- 
treme and  inadvisable  course  you  have  em- 
barked upon,  and,  armed  with  the  promised 
protection,  your  agent  would  no  doubt  have 
been  communicated  with  and  told  to  take 
action  without  regard  to  consequences. 

"  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the 
Minister  looks  upon  your  conduct  in  this 
matter  as  that  of  a  man  who  has  made  up  his 
mind  on  a  given  date  to  set  fire  to  his  premises, 
and,  as  a  prelude  thereto,  notified  the  fire- 
brigade  that  he  so  intended  to  destroy  his  pro- 
perty. A  wiser  course  would  be  to  refrain  from 
applying  the  match.  The  Government  having 
been  assured  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
the  shearers  breaking  the  law,  or  interfering 
with  the  work  on  your  station,  the  Minister 
therefore  directed  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  comply  with  your  unusual  and 
unreasonable  request. 

"The  Government  further  resent  the  very 
grave  reflection  you  have  cast  upon  the 
shearers  of  New  Zealand  by  stating  they  are 
lawless  spirits.  They  have  ever  proved  them- 
selves to  be  law-abiding  colonists,  and  the  Go- 
vernment is  of  opinion  that  your  fears  as  to 
■the  lives  of  the  men  who  are  coming,  or  your 
own  life  and  property,  being  in  danger  are 
entirely  unfounded. 

"  You  are  of  course  aware  that  it  is  against 
the  law  for  any  person  to  deliberatelv  and  of 
malice  aforetliought  provoke  a  breach  of  the 
peace ;  any  one  doing  so  is  held  to  be  an  offender 
against  the  commonwealth.  After  what  has 
been  reported  to  mo  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  and  which  has  not  been  denied,  the 
Minister  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  does 
not  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  en- 
courage you  in  the  unusual  course  you  have 
evidently  made  up  your  mind  to  pursue. 

"  Should,  however,  the  occasion  arise  and 
the  peace  be  broken  in  any  way,  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  its  duty,  as  it  has  already  done 
in  similar  case%.  At  the  same  time,  anything 
that  would  tend  to  cause  the  serious  troubles 
that  have  occurred  elsewhere,  and  the  loss  of 
life  consequent  thereon,  should  be  strenuously 
avoided  by  every  right-thinking  colonist. 

"  In  your  letter  to  Constable  Bradshaw  of 
the  27th  August  you  say  there  are  '  rash 
spirits '  amongst  the  members  of  the  Shearers' 


Union,  and  you  further  refer  to  what  has 
occurred  in  Australia.  You  also  refer  to  the 
mischief  attempted  last  season. to  prevent 
shearing  at  the  Benmore  Station.  This  being 
so,  conciliation,  and  not  provocation,  would, 
the  Minister  thinks,  have  been  the  most 
reasonable  way  of  ending  your  difficulties 
once  and  for  all,  and  that  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory to  you  and  with  profit  to  your  em- 
ployers. It  would  have  been  considered  by  me 
more  in  keeping  with  a  desire  to  promote  peace 
and  good-will  had  you  acted  in  moderation, 
and  Arst  informed  the  Government  of  your  in- 
tention in  regard  to  authorising  Mr.  McCallom 
— who  you  do  not  deny  is  on  bad  terms  with 
the  shearers  of  the  district — to  import  some 
of  the  men  yon  have  designated  as  '  rash 
spirits,'  instead  of  hastily  instructing  him  to 
procure  the  men  you  have  mentioned.  Having 
thus  acted,  you  feared  the  result  of  your  own 
actions,  and  for  the  first  time  acquainted  the 
Government  of  the  course  you  had  taken. 

'■  The  Minister  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does 
not  question  your  right  to  obtain  men  from 
Australia  or  elsewlicre  should  you  consider 
yourself  justified  in  so  doing.  If,  however, 
the  consequences  are  to  he  such  as  you  fear 
may  be  precipitated  owing  to  the  introduction 
of  men  and  the  consequent  disturbance  of  the 
peace  and  other  serious  evils,  it  might  with 
force  be  urged  that  such  a  course,  unless  in  an 
extreme  cose,  should  be  avoided.  Further,  so 
far  as  the  Minister  is  aware,  the  men  coming 
from  Australia  are  entirely  in  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  they  will  be  subject  to  the  law  whioh 
has  been  passed  this  session,  and  that  in  the 
case  of  a  dispute  both  employer  and  employes 
will  be  compelled  by  law  to  place  their  case 
before  the  Court  of  Arbitration.  The  Govern- 
ment considers  the  Compulsory  Arbitration 
and  Conciliation  Act  to  be  all-powerful ;  hence, 
relying  upon  this,  it  is  considered  there  is  no 
necessity  for  special  police  protection. — I 
have,  &c., 

"  A.  Hume,  Commissioner." 

GOVERNMENT    ADVANCES   TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  25. — Classes  of  land  on  which  money 
may  be  advanced. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  moved 
to  add,  after  the  words  "  following  classes  of 
lands,"  the  following  words :  "  not  being 
urban." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland  Morris  Stevens 

Bowen  Oliver  Stewart 

Holmes  Peacock  Swanson 

Kelly  Pharazyn  Whitmore 

MacGregor         Reynolds  Whyta 

McLean  liichardsou        Williams. 


Noes,  10. 

Bamicoat 

Bucklev 

Jenkinson 

Bolt 

Feldwiok 

Kerr 
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McCdllovigh       Taiaioa  Walker,  Ij. 

Montgomery 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

JemuDgs.  Shrimski. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  to  add,  after 
the  words  "  not  being  urban,"  the  words  "  or 
auburban." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question! 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  IS. 
Aoland  Oliver  Stevens 

Bowen  Peacock  Swansou 

Holmes  Pharazyn  Whitmore 

McLean  Reynolds  Whyte 

Morris  Bichardsoh        Williams. 

Noes,  14. 

Bamiooat  Jenkinson  Montgomery 

Bolt  Kelly  Stewart 

Buckley  Kerr  Taiaroa        ' 

Dignan  MacOregor  Walker,  L. 

Feldwick  McCullough 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Jennings.  Shrimski. 

Majority  for,  1. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

BATING  ON  UNIMPBOVED  VALUE  BILL. 

ADJOCBNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Sir,  at  the 
time  the  Council  adjourned,  when  this  Bill  was 
last  before  it,  I  was  referring  to  the  present 
system  and  its  effects  upon  the  country  settlers. 
I  had  previously  pointed  out  that  the  proposals 
in  the  Bill  would  benefit  the  ratepayers  in  the 
cities;  and  I  also  believe  that  the  benefit  to 
the  country  settlers  will  be  greater  than  to  the 
city  ratepayers.  It  will  be  admitted  by  most 
honourable  members  that  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts there  are  large  areas  of  land  upon  which 
the  owners  make  no  improvements.  There  is 
a  difficulty  also  in  getting  the  rates  from  the 
owners  of  these  lands.  Therefore  the  whole 
cost  of  the  roads  and  bridges  is  thrown  upon 
the  settlers,  and  they  find  it  a  very  great  hard- 
ship. The  proposal  in  this  Bill  will  relieve 
them  to  some  extent,  because  all  land  in  the 
country  will  be  put  on  a  similar  footing,  and 
those  settlers  who  have  made  improvements 
will  not  have  to  pay  increased  rates,  and  that, 
I  believe,  they  will  find  an  advantage.  There 
is  a  demand  for  this  Bill;  and  in  support  of 
that  statement  I  might  mention  the  fact  that 
the  North  Wairarapa  County  Council,  in  order 
to  test  the  feeling  in  the  country  in  reference 
to  this  proposal,  sent  circulars  during  the 
recess  to  all  the  local  bodies  in  the  colony. 
In  all  there  were  270  letters  sent,  and  sixty- 
five  replies  were  received.  Of  these  sixty- 
five,  thirty- two  approved  of  the  proposals  in 
the  BUI,  and  only  thirteen  out  of  the  remain- 


ing thirty-three  were  opposed  to  it.  I  men- 
tioned, in  speaking  upon  the  question  when 
it  was  last  before  ue  Council,  that  there  was 
a  Bill  in  foroe  in  Queensland  based  upon  the 
same  principles  as  the  Bill  now  before  us. 
I  have  since  procured  a  copy  of  the  clause  of 
that  Bill,  and  it  reads  as  follows  :  "  The  value 
of  rateable  land  shall  be  estimated  at  a  fair 
averange  for  unimproved  land  of  the  same  quality 
held  in  fee-simple  in  the  same  neighbourhood." 
Honourable  members  will  see  that  this  is  ex- 
aotly  the  same  principle  that  underlies  the 
measure  we  have  under  consideration.  The 
Bill  is  called  the  Valuation  and  Rating  Act 
of  Queensland.  I  might  also  mention  that  in 
South  Australia  a  Bill  has  passed  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  two  occasions,  but  it  was  rejected, 
by  the  second  Chamber. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— It  is  passed 
into  law  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  —  My  in- 
formation is  that  it  was  rejected  on  the  last 
occasion  by  such  a  close  division  as  twenty-six 
to  twenty- eight. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACOREGOR.  —  It  is  passed 
now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  —  The 
honourable  member  mentions  that  the  Bill  is 
passed.  His  information  is  probably  better 
than  mine :  if  so,  it  is  S3  much  the  better  for 
my  argument.  I  might  mention  also,  in  order 
to  show  how  widely  the  opinion  prevails  in 
favour  of  rating  upon  unimproved  value,  that 
at  a  meeting  of  farmers  in  New  South  Wales 
recently  there  was  a  unanimous  opinion  ex- 
pressed that  rating  on  the  unimproved  value 
was  the  proper  way  to  rate  country  or  agricul- 
tural lands.  In  the  Victorian  Parliament  a 
motion  was  moved  on  the  29th  of  August,  1893, 
by  Mi.  Deakin,  one  of  the  leading  men  there, 
on  this  subject.  The  question  then  under  dis- 
cussion was  the  primage  duties,  and  he  moved 
an  amendment  to  this  effect :  "  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  any  additional 
revenue  required  to  be  raised  should  be  raised 
from  a  tax  upon  unimproved-land  values."  I 
might  also  mention,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
feeling  is  gaining  ground  in  England  that  the 
proper  course  is  to  tax  unimproved  values,  that 
the  London  County  Council  is  of  opinion  that 
this  is  the  proper  basis  of  taxation.  A  Com- 
mittee of  that  Council,  the  Local  Government 
and  Taxation  Committee,  reported  as  follows  : 
"  That  all  land  should  be  equally  assessed  for 
rates  ";  and  in  another  portion  of  their  proceed- 
ings they  say,  speaking  of  taxation  of  ground, 
values, — 

"  The  question,  though  simple,  is  immense. 
Landlords,  for  doing  nothing,  demand  and  re- 
ceive sixteen  millions  sterling  per  annum. 
Either  by  betterment,  or  taxation  of  ground- 
values,  or  both,  we  must  relieve  the  ratepayer 
by  relieving  the  landlord,  in  part  at  leatst,  ot 
the  only  duty  which  he  performs — namely,  re- 
ception of  rent." 

The  Glasgow  County  Council  have  taken  up 
a  similar  attitude,  and  have  stated  that  they 
will  not  proceed  with  further 'improvements  in 
the  city  and  neighbourhood  unless  some  steps- 
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are  taken  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  unimproTed 
'values  ol  land— similar  ground  to  that  taken 
up  by  the  London  County  Council.  I  sbonld 
mention,  to  be  fair,  that  the  London  County 
'Council  think  of  adopting  the  idea  of  better- 
ment rather  than  taxing  upon  the  unimproved 
values  purely  and  simply.  The  two  systems 
"were  discussed :  the  Council  adopted  the  better- 
ment, and  two  Bills  have  been  brought  for- 
ward in  the  English  Parliament  dealing  with 
this  question.  I  am  also  informed  on  good 
authority  that  in  the  Isle  of  Man  the  House 
of  Keys  passed  a  measure  exactly  similar  to 
ours,  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  second  Cham- 
ber. It  is  stated,  however,  that  next  session 
such  a  Bill  will  be  carried  into  effect;  and 
in  Canada,  at  the  present  day,  the  same  prin- 
ciple is  enforced.  I  mention  these  facts  to 
show  how  widely  spread  is  the  belief  in  the 
principle  of  this  Bill.  We  have  admitted  the 
principle  ourselves  in  our  land-tax.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens,  in  speaking  on  this  question, 
seemed  to  infer  that  the  principle  was  right 
when  it  was  for  State  purposes,  such  as  rail- 
ways and  defence  purposes,  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  believed  it  would  not  be  right 
to  apply  the  principle  to  municipalities,  or  to 
the  country  at  large.  I  did  not  think  that  was 
good  reasoning.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  if  a  principle  is  found  to  be  good 
we  may  accept  it  as  sound.  If  a  principle  is 
found  to  be  good  when  dealing  with  large  State 
concerns  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  assume  that 
it  is  applicable  when  applied  to  muaioipal  and 
country  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Or  morals. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoCULLO  UGH.  — "  Or 
morals."  The  Bill  is  fair  in  this  respect:  that 
it  gives  a  choice  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  colony 
to  determine  under  which  system  of  rating 
they  shall  be  rated.  The  Rating  Act  which 
we  have  had  before  us  has  given  them  the 
option  of  being  rated  upon  the  annual  value 
or  upon  the  capital  value,  and  therefore,  if 
this  Bill  becomes  law,  it  will  give  them  the 
right  of  saying  whether  they  shall  be  rated 
upon  the  unimproved  value.  In  my  opinion 
the  Bill  will  also  extend  the  powers  of  local 
self-government,  as  it  throws  the  right  upon 
the  people  of  electing  as  to  how  they  shall  be 
taxed,  and  I  think  that  is  a  very  good  prin- 
ciple. We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  trust- 
ing the  people ;  but,  if  the  Council  in  its 
'Wisdom  decides  to  reject  this  Bill,  what  will 
it,  in  effect,  say  ?  That  the  people  are  not  to 
be  trusted,  and  that  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil know  better  than  the  people  do  themselves 
as  to  which  form  of  taxation  is  wisest  and  best. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  position  which  it  would 
be  wise  of  the  Council  to  take  up. 

.An  Hon.  Mbmbke. — So  they  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McOULLOUGH.— The  honour- 
able  gentleman  says,  "  So  they  do  " ;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  very  wise  for  less  than  fifty 
members  of  this  Council  to  deprive  the  rate- 
payers of  the  country  at  large  of  the  right  to 
-determine  which  system  of  taxation  will  best 
suit  their  circumstances.  If  you  give  them 
the  right  to  choose  their  form  of  taxation,  I 
Bon.  Mr.  lioCuUough 


think  the  people  themselves  are  the  best  judges 
under  the  circumstances.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  present  system  is  unsatisfactory.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  IS  unsound  in  principle,  because  it 
taxes  the  results  of  a  man's  industry,  and  that 
is  not  a  right  basis  for  taxation.  A  recent 
writer  has  said  that  taxation  should  be  so  ad- 
ministered as  not  to  be  a  penalty  upon  improve- 
ments and  a  discouragement  to  enterprise.  I 
believe  our  present  system  of  taxation  dis- 
courages enterprise ;  and  the  proposals  of  this 
Bill  will  have  a  contrary  effect — a  good  effect 
— because  improvements  will  be  excluded,  and 
each  and  every  ratepayer  will  be  placed  upon 
the  same  footing.  The  change  is  asked  for, 
and  I  believe  the  Bill  will  be  favourably 
received  by  those  most  interested.  It  is, 
in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  support,  because 
the  principle  underlying  it  is  a  right  one, 
and  a  practical  one.  That  it  has  been  found 
ratisfactory  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in 
Taranaki  it  was  in  operation  for  a  good  many 
years.  It  gives  a  greater  liberty  to  the  people, 
it  is  in  the  interests  of  local  self-government, 
and  it  is  also  an  attempt  to  make  the  taxa- 
tion proposals  fall  equally  upon  all ;  therefore 
I  hope,  for  these  reasons,  that  the  Council  will 
see  fit  to  reject  the  amendment  and  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  seven  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  10th  October,  1894. 


"  Police  Reform  "—Middle  District  University— His- 
torical Places— Otago  Central  Ballway— Coal  Ex- 
ports— Bank  of  New  Zealand — Employment  lor 
the  .4ble  and  Willing— Coal— Onehunga  Wharf — 
Volunteers'  Long-service  Medals — Jackeytown- 
Palmerston  Hallway— Judge  Kettle's  Petition- 
Railway  Mainteuance-men— Mrs.  Glasson— Alco- 
holic Liquors  Sale  Control  Act— Tariff  Revision 
— Old-aRe  Pensious— Chinese— B.  Taylor  and  An- 
other—Kindergarten Schools— Mining  Industry — 
Agent-General— State  Farm— Local  Bodies'  Valu- 
ation Correspondenco  —  Drain-pipes  —  Police  — 
Railwftv  Epiploycs- Band  Contest — Wellington- 
Wairarapa  Kailway  Traffic— Otago  Central  Rail- 
way—Grey River- Blackball  Road — lutercoloniol 
Free-trade  —  Fishing  in  Ashley  River- Mining 
Industry— Waipori  Dredges- Stage  System  on 
Railways— County  Council  Valuations— H.  von 
Blaramberg — Temporary  Clerks,  &c.— Moore, 
Hepburn,  and  Robinson — Cape  Foulwind  Rail- 
way-sleepers—'Wairarapa  Unemp  loyed  —  Secre- 
tary and  Inspector  of  Factories  —  Customs 
Entry-forms— Woodville  Corporation  WorkK— 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims— Rabbit  Nuisance- One- 
hunga Wharf— Adjournment— Shops  and  Shop- 
assistants  Bill— Factories  Bill— Audit  Office  and 
Public  Trust  Office- Dairy  Industry  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

"  POLICE  REFORM." 

Mr.  O.  J.   SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 

Defence,  Whether  the  charges  contained  in  a 

letter  appearing  in  the  Christohurch  Star  of 

the  1st  October  instant,  headed  "Polioe  Be- 
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fonn,"  are  true?  If  so,  will  he  at  once  take 
steps  to  rectify  the  matters  complained  of? 
He  would  just  like  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
question  that  the  charges  referred  to  were  set 
oat  in  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Christ- 
choroh  Star  on  the  1st  October.  The  letter 
said, — 

"  A  strong  political  element  permeates  the 
management,  and  is  so  powerful  that  it  is  im- 
possible bo  even  move  some  of  the  men.  In 
one  case  a  constable  was  ordered  to  Dunedin, 
but  the  order  was  countermanded  from  Wel- 
lington. The  Inspector  in  charge  thus  has  no 
power,  and  the  constables  may  defy  him.  I 
say  most " 

Mr.  SEDDON  objected  to  the  reading  of  this 
letter.  The  honourable  member  was  intro- 
ducing debatable  matter  in  quoting  from  a 
letter  that  had  been  published  over  a  nom  de 
fhtme. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
qnote  any  matter  from  newspapers  bearing  on 
the  question.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
state  the  facts,  and  ask  a  question  bearing  on 
the  facts. 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  said  the  facts  were  set  out 
in  the  letter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  not  facts. 
Some  of  the  statements  contained  in  the  letter 
in  question  were  incorrect  and  misleading. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  if  the  Premier  had 
seen  the  statements  he  did  not  wish  to  weary 
the  House  with  them.  If  the  Premier  would 
reply  to  them  he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  had  seen  the  letter,  and  had 
read  it  carefully.  It  had  appeared,  in  the 
-Christchurch  Star,  and  was  signed  with  the 
nom  de  plume  "Bull's -Eye."  Now,  neither 
the  writer  nor  the  honourable  member  had 
made  a  buU's-eye.  It  was  not  even  an  outer, 
but  a  miss.  The  Police  Department  of  New 
Zealand  and  the  police  service  would  compsu'e 
favourably  with  those  of  the  other  colonies,  and 
the  manner  in  which  crime  was  suppressed  and 
traced  home  reflected  very  great  credit  on  the 
service.  The  charges  contained  in  the  letter 
were  that  the  department  was  rotten,  and  that 
the  head  of  the  department,  who  was  Inspector 
of  Prisons  as  well  as  Commissioner  of  Police, 
in  order  to  keep  down  the  prisons  expeudi- 
ture  desired  the  police  to  neglect  doing  their 
duty.  When  so  grave  a  statement  as  that 
was  made  with  regard  to  an  officer  holding  the 
high  and  responsible  position  of  Commissioner 
of  Police  and  Inspector  of  Prisons,  it  was  high 
time,  when  these  letters  or  statements  pub- 
lished in  a  public  print  over  a  nom  de  pltime 
were  brought  before  the  House  in  this  way, 
that  it  should  be  put  a  stop  to.  It  was  a  re- 
flection which  was  entirely  unjustifiable. 

Mr.  Q.  3.  SMITH  said  he  was  referring  more 
particularly  to  the  statements  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  letter,  not  reflecting  upon  Colonel 
Hume  in  any  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
stated  he  was  quoting  facts.  That  was  what 
he  said.  As  to  the  statement  referring  to  the 
constable  at  North  Dunedin,  it  was  quite  tme 


a  constable  had  been  ordered  to  relieve  him, 
and  after  that  order  was  given  it  was  shown 
that  it  was  advisable  to  remove  the  constable, 
and  be  ordered  his  removal  or  suspension  until 
the  matter  was  cleared  up.  He  was  respon- 
sible for  it,  he  might  say  ;  but,  when  the  head 
of  the  department  was  brought  into  question 
because  of  an  anonymous  letter  appearing 
against  the  department,  such  a  practice  should 
not  be  encouraged  in  the  House.  Another 
charge  made  against  the  department  was  that 
a  policeman  was  placed  on  duty  in  a  town 
in  which  he  had  a  relative  living.  He  might 
have  a  forty-fourth  cousin  in  the  place,  and 
was  it  reasonable  that  he  should  immediately 
be  removed  on  account  of  that  ?  It  was  simply 
nonsense  to  think  that  this  should  be  charged 
as  a  crime  against  the  department. 

MIDDLE  DISTRICT  UNIVERSITY. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  he  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  the  Council  of  the  Middle  District  of 
New  Zealand  University  appointed  ?  It  was  a 
considerable  time  now  since  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  was  given  to  the  Act,  eind,  as  it  was 
necessary  that  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
the  University  should  be  elected,  he  would  ask 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  give  effect  to  the 
law. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  proposed  to  bring  the 
whole  matter  before  the  Cabinet  as  soon  as  he 
could  get  the  Cabinet  to  spare  the  time  to  con- 
sider it.  The  establishment  of  a  university 
here  was,  of  course,  a  financial  matter  with 
which  his  colleagues  would  have  to  deal ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
as  far  as  he  could  he  would  do  everything  to 
aid  the  matter. 

HISTORICAL  PLACES. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  will  take  into  consideration  during  the 
recess  the  advisability  of  erecting  some  mark 
at  historical  places  in  and  about  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  commemorating  events  in  the  early 
history  of  the  colony,  such  as  —  (1)  Place 
where  the  first  missionary  landed;  (3)  first 
sermon  preached ;  (3)  the  first  seat  of  Govern- 
ment ;  (4)  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi ; 
(5)  first  disturbance  ;  or  other  places  possessing 
interest  from  acts  of  chivalry  on  both  sides — 
Natives  and  Europeans  ?  The  matter  had  been 
brought  under  his  notice  by  several  Europeans 
who  had  had  no  connection  at  all  with  respect 
to  the  people  who  took  part  in  the  events  of 
the  olden  days  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  ask  the  Minister  whether 
he  would  take  the  matter  into  consideration 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  regarded  the 
place  where  the  missionaries  landed,  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  comply  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  request  ii  it  could  be  done 
without  causing  expense  or  inconvenience. 
With  regard  to  the  place  where  the  first  ser- 
mon was  preached,  of  course  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  refer  to  the  Sermon  on  the 
Monnt. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  did  not  know  it  was  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  to  the  first  seat  of 
Oovemmeot  and  the  signing  of  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  of  coarse  that  matter  would  be 
easily  dealt  with.  With  regard  to  the  places 
where  disturbances  had  occurred,  he  thought 
they  had  better  leave  that  alone.  The  Go- 
vernment would  have  no  objection  to  comply 
with  some  portions  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's request,  and  he  would  confer  with  him, 
and  probably  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
point  out  to  him  what  it  would  be  best  to  do  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  would  have  great  plea- 
sure in  giving  the  Minister  every  information 
in  his  power;  but,  in  reference  to  the  place 
where  the  missionaries  landed,  and  where  the 
first  sermon  was  preached,  he  thought  the  Eu- 
ropean population  of  this  colony  owed  a  great 
debt  to  the  missionaries. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Jionourable  gentle- 
man could  not  discuss  the  matter  any  farther 
at  present. 

OTAGO  OENTBAL  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  In  view  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  a  deputation  from 
the  executive  council  of  the  Otago  Central 
Railway  League,  at  Dunediu,  on  the  ITth 
October,  1893 — which  was  as  follows:  "Hon. 
John  McKenzie :  '  What  you  want  is  that  we 
should  start  the  tunnel  at  once.  I  may 
tell  you  that  instructions  have  already  been 
given  to  proceed  with  the  tunnel.  The  money 
has  been  sanctioned :  that  was  done  by  the 
Cabinet  before  I  left  Wellington,  and  I  re- 
ceived a  tclogram  from  Mr.  Seddon  last  night 
to  say  that  he  had  given  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  tunnel.'  Mr.  Barron :  *  At  both 
ends  ? '  Hon.  J.  McKenzie : '  Yes ;  instructions 
have  been  given  to  push  on  with  the  tunnel. 
I  know  that  they  are  proceeding  with  the  tun- 
nel' " — what  progress  has  been  made,  and  what 
progress  is  being  made  at  the  present  time, 
with  the  tunnel  beyond  Hyde,  in  accordance 
with  that  promise  ? 

Mr.  SEDBON  said  that  what  was  stated 
by  his  colleague  was  absolutely  correct.  A 
communication  had  been  received  from  the 
officer  in  charge,  showing  that  it  was  not  ad- 
visable to  proceed  witli  the  tunnel  at  once. 
What  was  claimed  was  'that  there  was  a  very 
large  number  of  unemployed  at  Dunedin,  and 
that  a  larger  number  of  these  men  could  be 
employed  at  the  formation-works,  and  that  the 
formation  of  the  works  ought  for  a  certain 
time  to  go  on,  and  then  the  tunnel  should  be 
commenced,  and  both  finished  simultaneously. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  order  referred 
to  in  the  question  was  countermanded,  so  that 
his  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands 
was  stating  what  was  absolutely  correct  when 
he  made  the  statement  referred  to.  As  to  the 
last  part  of  the  question,  what  would  be  done 
in  the  matter,  and  what  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  were,  these  would  be  disclosed,  he 


hoped,  in  the  coarse  of  forty-eight  hoars  in  thft 
Public  Works  Statement. 

COAL  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  B.  Mckenzie  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  When  he  will  introduce  a  Bill  to 
give  eSeot  to  the  Government  proposal  made 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  that  a  bonus  of 
28.  per  ton  up  to  S0,000  tons  be  paid  on  coals 
exported  from  the  colony  to  countries  beyond 
Australia  ?  It  was  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance,  and  people  were  getting  anxions 
to  know  when  the  Government  intended  to 
move  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WABD  hoped  to  have  a  Bill  upon  this 
matter  circulated  before  the  House  separated. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  wiU  instruct  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  have  a  separate 
account  kept,  and  laid  before  the  House  within 
fourteen  days  of  the  commencement  of  each, 
session,  showing  the  business  of  the  bank 
transacted  in  the  Australian  Colonies,  the 
amount  of  profit  or  loss  in  connection  with 
that  account,  and  also  the  business  transacted 
by  the  bank  between  New  Zealand  and  each  of 
the  Australian  Colonies  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  Government  would  not 
give  any  such  instructions  as  were  set  forth  in 
this  question,  neither  would  the  Government 
undertake  the  responsibility  of  giving  instruc- 
tions in  a  direction  likely  to  embarrass  the 
management  of  this  institution.  While  every 
one  was  desirous  of  seeing  the  instituticm 
doing  well,  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  should  do  anything  or  suggest 
anything  that  would  have  the  effect  of  acting 
disastrously  on  the  institution.  He  did  not 
think  the  affairs  of  any  large  monetary  institu- 
tion could  be  succesefuUy  carried  on  if  the 
details  of  its  business  were  to  be  publicly  dis- 
cussed in  that  Chamber.  There  were  respon- 
sible duties  placed  upon  the  executive  of  the 
institution.  There  were  two  officers  there  who 
represented  the  colony,  and  their  business 
would  be  to  report  to  the  Government  from 
time  to  time  if  anything  improper  was  being 
done.  Ho  wished  to  say  it  did  appear  to  the 
Government  to  be  highly  inexpedient  to  the 
interests  of  the  country  that  the  details  or  the 
affairs  connected  with  this  institution  should 
be  continually  threshed  out  on  the  floor  of  the 
House ;  and  he  wished  to  say  that  without 
any  oilfence  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
was  actuated,  as  they  all  were,  by  a  desire  to 
see  that  the  guarantee  of  the  colony  worked 
out  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  In  say- 
ing this,  he  wished  to  remark  that,  as  far  as 
the  Government  were  concerned,  when  the 
executive  was  fairly  at  work  the  Government 
would  not  interfere  with  the  management  or 
administration  of  the  bank  in  any  way  what- 
ever. That  responsibility  must  be  placed  on 
the  executive,  and  the  President  of  the  bank 
would  guard  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and 
by  results  these  responsible  officers  must  be 
judged.    It  would  be,  he  thought,  not  only  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Coal. 


[HOUSE.] 


Onehunga  Wharf, 


609 


mistake,  bat  be  oalonlated  to  very  ■arionsly 
intetfeie  \?ith  the  snoeassful  working  of  the 
iuBtitntion  they  all  desired  in  the  interests  of 
the  ooantry  so  mnch  to  see  prosper,  if  the 
QoTemment  interfered  in  the  manner  suggested 
by  the  question. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether,  if  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  should  propose  during  the  recess  te 
amalgamate  with  another  institution,  he  will 
direct  the  President  to  prohibit  any  such  defil- 
ing until  this  House  shall  have  first  expressly 
approved  the  same  ? 

Mr.  WABD  might  inform  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  Qovemment  would  place 
the  matter  beyond  all  doubt  so  far  as  the  House 
was  concerned  before  the  House  prorogued 
this  session.  In  order  to  prevent  any  idea  that 
something  was  going  to  be  done  daring  the 
recess,  the  Government  would  place  such  an 
Act  on  the  statute-book  that  no  one  could 
have  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  what,  in  the 
event  of  any  contingency  arising,  would  be 
the  lines  upon  which  anything  would  be  done 
by  the  Qovermnent.  The  Government  knew 
nothing  of  any  intended  proposal ;  but,  in  the 
event  of  anything  arising  during  the  recess, 
honourable  members  would  be  informed  of 
what  the  Government  would  do  in  the  Bill 
which  they  would  bring  down. 

EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  ABLE  AND 
WILLING. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Do  they  intend,  over  and  above  the 
oorrent  legislation  of  this  session,  to  propose 
any  direct  and  definite  means  whereby  em- 
ployment shall  be  assured  for  all  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  work?  Considering  the  large 
number  of  unemployed  there  were  in  the 
colony,  this  was  a  question  of  very  great  im- 
portuioe ;  it  was  of  far  more  importaaoe  to 
the  country  than  the  management  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  or  the  San  Francisco  service 
or  anything  else;  and  he  hoped  the  Premier 
would  be  able  to  give  him  an  answer  that 
would  satisfy  himself  and  other  honourable 
members  that  there  would  be  no  fear  of  any- 
thing serious  happening  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  BEEVES  believed,  with  the  hononrable 
gentleman,  that  the  question  of  employment  for 
all  who  were  able  and  willing  to  work  was  the 
most  important  of  all  questions.  The  Govern- 
ment thought  that  what  they  proposed  to  do, 
coupled  with  the  legislation  they  had  passed 
already,  would  represent  their  contribution 
towards  the  practical  solution  of  the  question. 
If,  however,  the  hononrable  gentleman  could 
make  any  suggestions  in  the  matter,  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  only  too  glad  to  give  due 
oonsideration  to  them. 

COAL. 

30         Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the 

'  '    Minister  of  Mines,  When  the  return 

ordered  by  the  House  of  the  quantity  of  coal 

from  the  various  mines  of  the  colony,  also  the 

price  of  the  same  at  the  pit-mouth  and  at  the 

VO]:i.I.XZZTL-39. 


various  centres  of  population,  will  be  laid  upon 
the  table  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiries  had  been  made 
with  a  view  of  eliciting  the  necessary  informa- 
tion and  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  report,  bnt 
the  matter  had  taken  a  long  time.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  it  would  not  be  long  now  before 
he  was  able  to  furnish  the  information  to  the 
House. 

ONEHUNGA  WHARF. 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Government, 
Have  the  Railway  Commissioners  given  better 
facility  to  the  public  using  the  Onehonga 
Wharf  for  dray-trafSo  since  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  on  6th  July  (in  answer  to  a  question) 
gave  assurance  that  they  would  remedy  what 
was  complained  of?  Also,  have  the  charges 
complained  of  been  reduced  for  shipping  and 
landmg  stock  at  the  above  wharf  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say  what  the  Railway  Commissioners  had 
done  in  reference  to  this  matter,  but  he  had 
no  doubt  their  attention  would  be  called  to  the 
importance  of  the  question.  What  was  stated 
in  the  question  was  quite  correct,  and  he  him- 
self thought  that  something  more  should  be 
done  than  had  been  done.  He  spoke  with 
regard  to  the  traffic  on  this  wharf. 

VOLUNTEERS'  LONG-SERVICE  MEDALS. 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Government,  Is  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  prohibit 
the  wearing  of  long-service  medals  granted  to 
Volunteers  by  the  New  Zealand  Government  it 
the  said  Volunteers  accept  the  decoration  given 
by  Her  Majesty  for  long  service  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  regulation  dealing 
with  this  matter  was,  he  thought,  an  ImpericU 
regulation,  which  prevented  Volunteers  wearing 
at  the  same  time  the  New  Zealand  decora- 
tions and  also  the  Imperial  decoration.  The 
Government  was  moving  in  the  direction  of 
obviating  this  difficulty.  He  thought,  himself, 
that  if  men  who  had  won  the  long-service 
medal  in  the  colony  were  compelled  to  give  it 
up  before  receiving  the  Imperial  decoration 
that  might  cause  many  to  refuse  the  Imperial 
decoration,  and  he  did  not  see  why  both  should 
not  be  worn  side  by  side. 

JACKEYTOWN-PALMERSTON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  have  a  report  made  as  to  the 
feasibility,  advisability,  and  probable  cost  of 
removing  the  railway  between  Jaokeytown  and 
Palmerston  North  to  the  centre  of  the  road, 
so  as  to  give  proper  access  to  property-owners 
adjoining  the  said  railway-line  who  have  been 
illegally  deprived  of  such  access  7  He  merely 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  that  great  inconvenience  and  injustice 
had  been  done  to  residents  along  the  line  of 
railway  owing  to  their  access  being  taken  away, 
and  he  would  like  the  Minister  during  the  recess 
to  get  some  roads  made  so  that  inconvenience 
and  injustice  to  the  residents  might  to  some 
extent  be  obviated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  that  there  were  no  engineering 
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difficulties  in  the  yray  of  removing  the  nulway 
between  Jaokeytown  and  Palmerston  Noith  to 
the  centre  ot  the  road,  so  as  to  give  proper 
access  to  property-owners  adjoining  the  rail- 
vray-line  on  both  sides,  except  at  Longbum. 
The  probable  cost  of  the  work  in  question 
would  be  about  £8,500,  but  this  amount  did 
not  include  any  alteration  at  Longbum  Sta- 
tion, which  would  not  be  fea,sible,  nor  did  it 
include  any  formation  of  publio  roads.  As  to 
advisability,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
property.owners  on  one  side,  by  giving  unob- 
structed access  to  their  frontage ;  but,  if  this 
concession  was  contemplated,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  there  were  many  miles  of  rail- 
way in  the  colony  in  the  same  position.  The 
property-owners  had  not  been  illegally  deprived 
of  access,  the  position  being  provided  for  in  the 
Publio  Works  Acts.  He  might  say  that  if  this 
would  cost  £8,500  it  would  prohibit  the  work 
from  being  done,  as  the  Government  considered 
it  would  be  better  to  spend  the  money  to  com- 
plete unfinished  railway-lines  or  to  make  roads 
lor  the  settlers,  so  that  they  could  get  to  their 
lands. 

JUDGE  KETTLE'S  PETITION. 

Hr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
—(1.)  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  give  full  efEect  to  the  report 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  Mr. 
District  Judge  Kettle's  petition?  (2.)  Why, 
in  this  particular  case,  the  Crovm  Solicitor  r/as 
not  instructed  to  appear  for  the  Crown  on  the 
hearing  of  Mr.  Jellicoe's  appeal  in  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  District  Court  order  fining 
him  for  contempt  of  Court,  more  especially  as 
important  questions  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  and  questions  affecting  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  were  in  issue  7 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  with  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  the  matter  was  under 
consideration,  and,  with  regard  to  the  second 
part,  the  Government  had  been  advised  not  to 
interfere. 

BAILWAY  MAINTENANCE-MEN. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
has  received  any  information  with  reference  to 
the  statement  made  by  Mr.  W.  Hutchison  to  this 
House  on  the  25th  September,  that  the  main- 
tenance-men on  the  Government  railways  are 
being  worked  excessive  hours,  special  reference 
being  made  by  Mr.  Hutchison  to  the  Wanganui 
and  Aramoho  employ6s  1  He  said  his  reason 
for  asking  the  question  was  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchi- 
son) had  made  a  statement  to  the  House  that 
the  men  employed  at  Wanganui  and  Aramoho 
had  made  complaints  about  the  number  of 
hours  they  had  been  working.  The  men  them- 
selves had  stated  that  Mr.  Hutchison  had  been 
misinformed,  and  they  asked  him  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  House ;  and  he  would  read  a 
letter  addressed  to  himself,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Wanganui,  1st  October,  1894. 

"DxAR  Sib, — I  notice   by  the  Wellington 
Po»t  of  26th  September,  1894,  that  Mr.  Hutchi- 
l£r.  Seddon 


son  referred  in  the  House  to  the  long  hoon 
worked  by  the  maintenance-men  at  Aramoho 
and  Wanganui.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yoa 
that  I  have  made  the  fullest  inquiry,  and  find 
that  the  maintenance-men  get  paid  for  every 
hour  they  work  overtime,  and  that  the  men 
have  nothing  to  complain  of.  I  would  like  if 
you  would  bring  this  matter  before  the  House, 
as  it  looks  as  if  the  men  had  been  complaining 
to  Mr.  Hutchison  on  the  matter,  which  I  know 
is  not  the  case. — I  remain,  &o., 

"H.   ROBEBTSON, 

"  Secretary  A.S.B.S.,  Wanganui. 

"A.  D.  Willis,  Esq.,  M.H.B." 

He  was  also  assured  by  the  ganger  at  Ara- 
moho that  the  men  there  hod  no  complaints 
whatever  to  make.  Whatever  complaints  there 
might  have  been  in  the  past,  those  troubles 
were  now  fully  removed,  and  the  men  were 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which 
they  were  being  treated.  That  applied  both 
to  the  Wanganui  and  Aramoho  branches. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Bailway 
Commissioners  was  that  they  had  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  W. 
Hutchison  on  the  25th  September  regarding 
alleged  excessive  hours  of  maintenance-men  at 
Wanganui  and  Aramoho.  No  complaints  had 
reached  the  Commissioners.  The  rule  was  as 
previously  stated — namely,  eight  hours  per 
diem. 

MBS.  GLASSON. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  Government  will  give  effect  to  their  dis- 
tinct pledge  of  24th  February,  1892,  to  Mrs. 
Glasson,  widow  of  Mr.  Arthur  Evelyn  Glas- 
son, late  of  the  Postal  Department;  also  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Publio  Petitions  A  to  L  Committee — namely, 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  fijl 
two  years'  salary  should  be  paid  to  the  peti- 
tioner," and  grant  her  the  sum  of  £95,  maJdng 
the  full  sum  of  £380  promised  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  compassionate  allowance,  and  which 
sum  she  was  instructed  would  be  paid  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Chief  Postmaster,  Christohurch  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  in  1892  he  gave  instruc- 
tions, after  the  death  of  Mr.  Glasson,  that  the 
widow  should  receive  a  sum  amounting  to  two 
years'  salary.  He  might  state  that  the  matter 
had  come  before  the  Cabinet,  when  it  was  found 
to  be  unusual  to  pay  two  years'  salary  in  such 
cases,  and  the  Cabinet  minute  was  to  the  effect 
that  only  eighteen  months'  salary  should  be 
authorised.  He  then  intimated  to  Mrs.  Glasson 
that  that  decision  could  not  be  altered.  Since 
then  representations  had  been  made  by  Mrs. 
■Glasson,  and  the  matter  had  been  reported 
on  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  and  on 
each  occasion  it  was  decided  that  the  decision 
to  grant  eighteen  months'  salary  should  be 
adhered  to.  Tliat  being  the  case,  it  was  not 
possible  to  alter  what  had  been  decided  on. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS   SALE    CONTBOL 
ACT. 
Mr.  MEBEDITH  asked  the  Premier,  As  the 
expense  oi  the  administiation  of  '*  The  AIoo- 
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holic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  1893,"  amount- 
ing to  £6,948  8s.  lOd.,  was  wholly  defrayed  out 
of  the  revenue  of  local  bodies,  does  the  Govern- 
ment intend  reimbursing  local  bodies  for  loss 
of  suoh  revenue  7  He  would  like  to  point  out 
that  this  question  was  one  of  considerable 
interest  to  local  bodies,  inasmuch  as  under  the 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act  the  adminis- 
tration was  carried  out  partly  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  partly  by  the  local  bodies,  and  there- 
fore the  Government  should  defray  a  portion  of 
the  expenses.  Up  to  a  couple  of  months  ago 
the  amount  expended  was  nearly  £7,000,  and 
this  had  been  wholly  taken  out  of  the  resouroes 
of  the  local  bodies,  and  they  felt  it  to  be  a  great 
hardship.  He  had  himself  asked,  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee,  that  the  expense  and 
costs  should  be  defrayed  by  the  Government, 
and  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  replied 
that  the  matter  would  not  be  lost  sight  of.  He 
would  remind  the  Minister  of  that  promise. 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  the  honourable 
i;entleman  was  quite  correct  in  stating  that  he 
had  promised  that  the  question  of  costs  would 
be  considered.  He  certainly  had  made  that 
statement  during  the  passage  of  the  Alcoholic 
Liqnors  Sale  Control  Bill  last  session.  Since 
then  the  Government  had  asked  for  a  return 
from  the  local  bodies  showing  the  cost  of  the 
«lection  of  Licensing  Committees  during  the 
last  three  years,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  there 
was  much  difference  as  against  the  local  au- 
thorities, then  he  should  be  prepared  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
>the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  would  like  to  point  out 
that  formerly,  when  the  licensing  districts  were 
smaller  than  they  were  now,  the  local  bodies 
had  the  appointment  of  the  Returning  Officers, 
and  their  expenses  were  borne  by  the  local 
l)odie8.  Now  the  Returning  Officers  were 
Appointed  by  the  Government,  and  they  in 
turn  appointed  Deputies  and  poll -clerks: 
hence  there  was  friction  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  local  bodies  in  administering 
the  Act.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister 
when  the  return  he  had  referred  to  would  be 
Available. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  was  ready  now,  or, 
At  any  rate,  it  ought  to  be.  He  did  not  think 
the  cause  of  friction  was  the  appointment  of 
the  Returning  Officers ;  it  was  simply  the  ques- 
tion of  pounds  shillings  and  pence.  And,  as  to 
what  the  last  elections  cost,  he  had  to  say 
that,  whatever  the  difference  was  as  against 
<the  local  authorities,  ic  would  receive  due  con- 
■sideration  from  the  Government. 

TARIFF  BEVISION. 

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  have  considered  the  reports  and 
recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Revision  Com- 
mittee, and,  if  so,  will  they  state  to  the  House 
the  decision  arrived  at  in  connection  therewith  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  was  under  con- 
«ideration,  and  it  depended  altogether  upon 
whether  honourable  members  were  prepared  to 
have  a  lengthy  session  as  to  whether  anything 
'oonld  be  done  in  the  matter  this  session.    He 


did  not  himself  think  anything  could  be  done 
this  session. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  intend  to  carry  out  the  report  of 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Committee  by  appointing 
a  Royal  Commission  to  take  evidence  on  the 
question  during  the  recess,  with  power  to  formu- 
late a  scheme,  such  scheme  and  report  to  be 
submitted  to  members  of  this  House  at  least  a 
month  before  the  assembling  of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  honourable  members 
would  admit  that  this  colony  was  somewhat  in 
advance  of  other  colonies  in  dealing  with  ques- 
tions of  this  natnre,  and  if  they  took  some  steps 
in  the  direction  indicated  it  would  be,  he. 
thought,  a  desirable  thing  to  do.  The  matter 
was,  however,  surrounded  with  difficulties,  and 
it  meant  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
money.  However,  the  matter  was  worthy  of 
consideration,  and  he  might  tell  the  honourable 
member  that  the  Government  would  fully  con- 
sider it  during  the  recess. 

CHINESE. 

Mr.  a.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  introduce  a  short  Bill  this 
session  to  prevent  the  wholesale  naturalisation 
of  Chinese  now  going  on  in  the  colony,  with  the 
apparent  object  of  evading  restrictive  legisla- 
tion on  Chinese  traders  ?  His  reason  for 
putting  the  question  was  that  it  had  been 
shown  that  a  very  large  number  of  Chinese 
were  naturalising  themselves.  This,  of  course, 
was  strongly  objected  to  by  the  colonists,  as  it 
would  tend  to  prevent  Parliament  from  being 
able  to  deal  with  these  people  when  it  came 
to  restrict  them,  because  they  would  have 
placed  themselves  beyond  the  law  regarding 
Chinese  traders.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
possibility  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  Asiatics  and 
Chinese  being  passed  into  law  this  session — he 
meant  the  Undesirable  Immigrants  Exclusion 
Bill. 

Hon.  Meubebs. — Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  understood  that  BUI 
was  not  to  be  gono  on  with,  and,  if  that  were  so, 
he  would  suggest  that  the  Government  should 
bring  in  a  short  Bill  of  one  or  two  clauses  re- 
stricting the  influx  of  Chinese. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  as  regarded  the  Undesir- 
able Immigrants  Exclusion  BUI,  if  the  rest  of 
the  House  were  of  the  same  obliging  temper  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Riooarton  on  the 
subject  the  Bill  would  pass  into  law  within  the 
next  few  days.  As  regarded  his  introducing 
another  Bill  in  addition  to  that,  he  thought  u 
he  were  to  introduce  any  more  short  Bills  he 
would  be  threatened  with  a  parliamentary 
strike.  But,  fortunately,  there  were  some  means 
of  restricting  the  naturalisation  of  undesirable 
Chinese.  The  Government  proposed  in  future 
to  call  for  a  report,  which  they  were  entitled 
to  do,  as  to  the  character  of  each  applicant  for 
naturalisation,  and  that  report  would  contain 
information  as  to  the  length  of  time  the  appli- 
cant had  resided  in  the  colony.  He  thought 
that  might  perhaps  prevent  the  naturalisation 


Digitized  by 


Google 


612        E.  Taylor  and  Another.        [HOUSE.] 


State  Farm. 


[Oct.  10 


of  andssimble  Chinese,  and  for  the  rest,  of 
oourse,  they  would  have  to  await  the  general 
BUI. 

E.  TAYIiOB  AND  ANOTHEB. 

Mr.  Q.  3.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
Whetiier  they  have  considered  the  question  of 
reimbursing  the  oosts  incurred  by  Edward 
Taylor  and  another  through  the  passing  of 
section  21  of  "  The  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Oontrol  Act,  1893  " ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the 
decision  arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  not  got  to  the 
supplementary  estimates  yet. 

KINDERGARTEN  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  MinUtei  of 
Ednoation,  If  he  will  encourage  the  kinder- 
garten schools  in  the  several  towns  of  the 
colony  by  proposing  to  place  a  sum  of  money 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  by  way  of  a 
grant  in  aid  of  voluntary  subscriptions  for  their 
maintenance?  He  knew  the  mterest  which 
the  Minister  of  Education  took  in  this  de- 
sirable work,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  him  a  favour- 
able answer. 

Mr.  BEEVES  wished  he  ooold  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  favourable  answer, 
because  he  had  been  very  unlucky  in  the  an- 
swers he  had  given  the  honourable  gentleman 
lately.  Most  of  those  answers  had  not  been  of 
what  he  might  oall  a  satisfactory  character, 
and  if  before  the  session  ended  he  was  enabled 
to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  he  would  be  very  glad  indeed.  Un- 
fortunately, with  regard  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, he  might  say  that  every  sixpence  that 
he  could  screw  out  of  Parliament  for  the  edu- 
cation vote  would  be  required  for  ordinary 
purposes. 

MINING  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  he  will  cause  the  Mining  Regulations 
to  be  revised  at  an  early  date,  with  the  view  of 
dealing  more  liberally  with  miners  and  others, 
by  way  of  encouragement  in  developing  the 
mineral  resources  of  this  colony? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Minister  of  Mines 
had  a  Bill  now  before  the  House  which  dealt 
with  the  matters  referred  to  in  this  question. 
He  might  say  that  the  Qovemment  were  of 
opinion  that  our  mining  industries  required  to 
be  fostered,  and  that  much  more  required  to 
be  done  than  they  had  been  enabled  to  do 
during  the  last  few  years ;  but  a  new  departure, 
he  hoped,  would  be  made.  They  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  great  advantage  to  the  colony 
which  must  result  if  the  mining  industries 
were  more  prosperous. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  now  inform  the  House  who 
is  to  be  Agent-General  when  Sir  Westby 
Perceval's  present  term  of  office  expires? 
When  the  estimates  were  going  through,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  told  the  House,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Betves 


a  question  which  he  (Dr.  Newman)  asked,  that 
the  Agent  -  General  had  not  been  appointed. 
As  Sir  Westby  Perceval's  term  of  office  would 
be  up  in  two  months'  time,  he  thought  the 
House  and  the  colony  would  like  to  know  who 
had  been  appointed  to  the  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  that  no  appoint- 
ment bad  been  made.  The  matter  hsid  not 
yet  been  finally  settled  by  the  Cabinet,  but  it 
would  have  to  be  settled  before  long. 

STATE  FARM. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Labour, — (1)  Whether  the  State  farm  at  Levin 
is  being  worked  on  any  well-defined  plan  or 
system  with  the  view  of  making  it  self-support- 
ing in  the  near  future  ;  (2)  under  what  form  of 
tenure  are  the  workmen  permitted  to  ereot 
their  dwellings  and  occupy  their  sections  on 
the  farm  ;  (3)  what  are  the  qualifications  neces- 
sary to  enable  workmen  to  get  employment  oa 
the  farm,  and  is  this  employment  to  be  per- 
manent ;  and  (4)  what  are  the  rates  of  wagea 
at  present  earned  by  the  workmen  on  the 
farm?  In  asking  this  question,  he  would  as- 
sume that  before  starting  operations  on  the- 
farm  some  well-defined  plan  had  been  prepared 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour,  and  that  operations- 
were  being  carried  on  under  some  well-defined 
regulations.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  answer  his  question  as  fully  aa 
possible,  for  all  he  desired  was  information. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man meant,  in  the  first  part  of  the  question^ 
whether  the  Government  had  a  sort  of  written 
constitution  drawn  up  to  cover  the  whole  sys- 
tem under  which  this  farm  was  being  worked 
and  was  going  to  be  worked,  then  his  reply  was,. 
No,  they  had  nothing  of  the  kind.  They  were 
at  present  satisfied  with  the  endeavour  to  con- 
vert a  piece  of  bush-land  into  a  farm  which 
would  be  productive,  and  pay.  The  men  were 
taken  on  on  the  qualification  of  their  being  out 
of  and  unable  to  get  work,  and  being  in  bad  need 
of  work.  They  took  on  elderly  men  in  preference 
to  young  men,  and  men  with  families  in  pre- 
ference to  single  men.  Most  of  those  who  were- 
on  were  elderly  men,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
the  Qovemment  did  not  seek  for  first-class 
workmen.  It  was  rather  a  place  for  men  who- 
were  not  first  class,  or  for  elderly  men  with 
famihes.  Of  oourse,  if  they  proved  fit  to  re- 
main, they  remained  there  ;  but,  with  regard  tO' 
young  and  single  men,  the  object  was  not  to 
keep  them  there  permanently,  but  after  a  time 
to  pass  them  on,  after  they  had  done  something 
to  earn  their  living,  to  the  ordinary  labour 
market.  As  regarded  the  cottages  and  the 
tenure  under  which  they  were  held,  the  men 
put  up  their  cottages  and  paid  for  the  material, 
and  were  allowed  a  quarter  of  an  acre  for  a 
vegetable -garden.  They  did  not  pay  any 
amount  for  the  site  of  the  cottage  or  for  the 
garden.  The  Government  had  the  right  to 
send  them  adrift  if  it  thought  that  they  were 
unfit  to  remain.  The  Government  would  pay 
a  fair  price  for  any  cottages  such  dismissed 
men  put  up.  The  family  which  went  into- 
one  of  these  cottages  which  had  been  erected. 
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by  8uoh  outgoing  tenant  would  have  to  pay 
more  rent  for  the  oottage.  With  regard  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  most  of  the  land 
being  bnsh,  their  basiness  chiefly  had  been 
confined  to  felling  bush.  They  had  made  some 
money  out  of  the  sale  of  timber.  After  they 
bad  cleared  the  bush  they  would  be  able  to 
cultivate  the  land.  As  to  the  wageB  most  of 
the  men  were  paid,  they  worked  on  the  con- 
toict  system,  and  earned  from  Ss.  to  7s.  A 
few  of  the  men — very  few,  and  those  almost 
entirely  the  older  men,  or  the  less  capable  men 
— were  allowed  to  do  day-work.  Their  wages 
vere  not  high,  of  course, — between  4s.  and  5s. 
a  day.  They  had  not  to  pay  rent  or  to  go  and 
look  for  work,  so  that  they  could  live  very 
cheaply  there.  They  would  not  be  able  to 
work  very  well  under  the  contract  system.  If 
they  worked  at  contract  rates  they  would  not 
probably  make  so  much  as  they  were  getting 
At  day  rates.  When  next  year's  labour  re- 
port was  compiled  the  farm  would  have  been 
warking  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  give  a  fuller  report  than  they  had  been 
able  to  give  this  year,  although,  as  honourable 
members  would  see,  the  present  report  con- 
tained a  good  deal  of  information.  He  hoped, 
however,  next  year  they  would  be  able  to  give 
«  great  deal  more  information.  Having  heard 
lately  one  or  two  complaints  with  regard  to  the 
system  pursued,  and  the  management,  from  a 
farming  point  of  view,  he  had  got  one  of  the 
best  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Department  to 
go  up  there  and  examine  the  whole  working  of 
the  farm.  That  officer  would  make  a  report 
to  his  Minister  and  to  him  (Mr.  Beeves).  He 
would  go  up  to  the  farm  in  a  few  days,  and  his 
leport  would  be  received  shortly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  employ  these  men  permanently  or 
temporarily. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  had  stated  that,  with 
regard  to  the  older  men  with  families,  it  was 
his  intention  to  keep  them  there.  With  regard 
to  the  younger  and  single  men,  the  idea  was  to 
pass  them  on. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  VALUATION 
COBBESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Postmaster-General,  If 
he  will  recognise  the  assistance  rendered  by 
local  bodies  to  the  Land-tax  Department  by 
allowing  correspondence  on  valuation  business 
«nly  to  be  franked?  He  had  been  asked  by 
representatives  of  local  bodies  to  submit  this 
question.  He  thought  it  was  only  fair  that 
the  local  bodies  should  have  every  facility  for 
obtaining  the  information  indicated  without 
undergoing  very  large  expense.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  amount  of  rates  paid  to  the 
local  bodies  was  in  some  instances  very  small, 
And  if  the  correspondence  had  to  be  paid  for 
it  would  become  a  very  heavy  tax  upon  the 
local  bodies. 

Mr.  WABD  was  sorry  he  must  give  the 
honourable  member  a  similar  answer  to  that 
which  he  gave  to  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  earlier  in  the  session.    He 


regretted  that  be  could  not  see  bis  way  to  au- 
thorise this  being  done. 

DBAIN-PIPES. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture,— (1)  Whether  it  ia  a  fact  that  the  District 
Surveyor  of  Cheviot  reported  that  Auckland- 
made  drain-pipes  were  25  per  cent,  better  than 
those  made  in  Ghristchurch ;  and  (2)  whether, 
in  the  face  of  the  above  report,  instructions 
have  been  given  that  none  but  Ghristchurch- 
made  pipes  shall  be  used  on  any  Government 
works  in  Canterbury  ?  He  asked  this  question 
after  reading  the  letters  of  certain  manufac- 
turers in  the  district  which  he  represented, 
and  which  complained  of  what  was  set  forth  in 
the  question.  If  the  statement  referred  to  in 
the  question  was  correct,  the  manufactoren 
in  his  district  had  a  just  cause  of  complaint. 
They  only  asked  what  was  reasonable — namely, 
that  those  Who  produced  the  beat  article  at  the 
lowest  price,  no  matter  what  part  of  the  colony 
they  belonged  to,  should  be  tJlowed  to  supply 
the  Govenmient. 

Mi.  J.  McKENZIE  was  afraid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  been  made  use  of  in  this 
matter.  It  was  quite  true  that  they  did  use 
Auckland  and  Canterbury  pipes  on  the  Cheviot 
Estate,  but  after  some  time  they  could  not  see 
the  necessity  for  sending  to  Auckland  for  pipes 
when  they  could  be  got  at  Christohurch  just 
as  well.  Therefore  instructions  were  given  to 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work  to  get  the 
Canterbury  pipes,  but  only  on  the  condition 
that  they  were  as  good  and  as  cheap  as  those 
from  Auckland  ;  so  that  no  injustice  could  pos- 
sibly be  done  to  Auckland  in  the  matter. 

POLICE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, Whether  the  Commissioner  of  Police  has 
carried  out  the  instructions  which  he  states  In 
his  report  this  year  to  the  Defence  Minister 
he  received — viz. :  "  I  was  instructed  to  pro- 
mote to  second-class  rank  all  the  third-class 
constables  who  had  served  seven  years  in  the 
Force  with  clean  defaulters'  sheets;  and 
shortly  afterwards  I  was  directed  to  promote 
to  second-clsbss  rank  all  third-class  constables 
who  had  seven  years'  service  in  the  Force 
with  only  one  trivial  entry  in  the  defaulters' 
sheets"; — and,  if  not,  why  not?  He  would 
refer  the  Minister  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
Police  Force  of  the  colony  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hume,  the  Commissioner.  In  pank- 
graph  8  he  found  the  above  sentence.  _  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Commissioner 
had  acted  on  the  instructions.  He  knew  some 
constables  hailing  even  from  the  West  Coast, 
who  had  got  first-class  certificates  for  seven 
yean,  and  against  whom  there  was  no  entnr 
on  the  defaulters'  list,  had  not  been  promoted, 
and  he  wished  to  know  why.  Very  likely 
there  were  other  oases  with  which  he  was  not 
acquainted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  pointed  out  to  him  that  there  were 
any  constables  who  had  been  overlooked  the 
matter  would  have  been  attended  to.     The  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


Railway  Employes. 


[HOUSE.] 


Band  Contett. 


[Oct.  10 


Btiuotions  mentioned  in  the  teport  had  been 
carefully  carried  out.  Such  Tras  the  reply  of 
the  department.  He  thought,  however,  they 
were  making  too  much  altogether  of  the 
police-constable  question,  which  was  too  fre- 
quently brought  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
It  gave  grounds  to  the  objection  taken  to 
having  given  them  political  rights.  Bringing 
matters  of  this  kind  before  the  House  did  not 
help  the  police.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  quite  within  his  rights,  but  if  he  had 
written  to  him  and  pointed  out  cases  where 
constables  had  been  overlooked  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
would  have  had  the  matter  attended  to,  and  so 
would  the  Commissioner.  He  did  not  wish  to 
be  bothered  with  these  matters.  Two  or  three 
oases  had  cropped  up,  as  had  been  formerly 
stated,  where  there  had  been  an  omission  in 
the  long  list  of  constables,  but  that  had  been 
rectified.  In  looking  through  the  defaulters' 
list  it  was  a  question  of  what  was  held  to  be  an 
offence.  One  Inspector  might  hold  a  different 
view  from  another.  The  department  had  en- 
deavoured to  act  fairly  and  impartially  in  the 
matter  of  promotions, 

EAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
has  yet  decided  to  refer  the  charge  made  by 
Sir  B.  Stout,  involving  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Bailway  Servants  and  the  Bailway 
Commissioners  re  black-listing  of  certain  rail- 
way employes,  to  a  Select  Committee?  He 
desired  to  state,  in  justice  to  the  Ministry, 
that  the  report  which  appeared  in  a  newspaper 
the  other  day,  stating  that  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  to  withdraw  this 
question,  was  entirely  without  foundation.  Ko 
Minister  had  approached  him,  and  he  thought 
they  knew  him  well  enough  not  to  attempt 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  because  he  was 
determined,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  to  have 
this  matter  probed  to  the  bottom. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
oome  to  a  decision  on  the  question.  He  had 
carefully  read  the  Baruard  report  of  the  speech 
of  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  Oity,  and, 
having  given  it  the  fullest  consideration,  ho  did 
not  see  anything  therein  stated  that  would  war- 
rant the  Government  in  referring  the  matter 
either  to  a  special  Committee  or  to  the  Rail- 
ways Committee.  Such  men  as  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner (Mr.  McKerrow),  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr. 
Bonayne  were,  of  course,  as  every  one  knew, 
men  of  integrity,  and  the  assertion  had  been 
entirely  negatived  by  their  statements. 

Hon.  Meububs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  those  gentlemen 
stated  there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation 
for  what  had  been  asserted.  The  matter  rested 
there,  and  the  legislation  under  the  Railways 
Act  clearly  intended  that  on  questions  of  ad- 
ministration the  Railway  Commissioners  should 
not  be  interfered  with.  If  any  persons  felt 
aggrieved  by  what  had  been'  done  by  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  the  House  was  open  to 
them  through  petition.  They  were  at  present 
not  before  the  House,  nor  was  there  any 
grievance  at  all  to  deal  with.  They  hswi  cer- 
Mr,  Seddon 


tain  statements  by  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  but  he  had  not  ma.de  any 
direct  charge  agamst  the  Commissioners;  he 
had  simply,  in  his  speech,  referred  to  what  he 
had  been  told,  and  what  he  had  been  told  was 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  sufficieiWi 
to  warrant  them  in  placing  the  Commissioners 
on  their  trial.  The  fact  of  doing  so  would  be  a 
reflection  on  them,  and  on  t^ose  in  whose 
honour  and  integrity  the  Government  had 
every  confidence. 

BAND  CONTEST. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
If  the  Government  will  make  arrangements 
with  the  Railway  Commissioners  to  grant  free 
passes  to  bandsmen  in  uniform  who  have- 
entered  for  the  forthcoming  competition  to  be 
held  at  Invercargill  this  year,  so  as  to  put  all 
bands  on  the  same  footing  as  they  were  last 
year  ?  The  bandsmen  who  attended  the  an- 
nual competition  had  been,  in  the  past,  in  the 
habit  of  getting  free  passes,  but,  when  they  ap- 
plied this  year  for  the  same  concession,  it  had 
been  refused  them.  He  wished  to  know  on 
what  grounds  they  had  been  refused,  and  why 
they  were  not  placed  this  year  in  the  same- 
position  as  they  were  in  in  former  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  true  that  in  the 
past  the  Defence  Department,  under  arrange- 
ment with  the  Commissioners,  issued  free  passes 
to  Volunteer  bandsmen  attending  the  competi- 
tions. The  cost  of  this  amounted  to  a  total  of 
£S00.  The  Railway  Commissioners  now  re- 
fused to  grant  the  concession  that  had  been 
previously  given  to  the  Defence  Department, 
and  the  Defence  Department  did  not  see  its 
way  to  incur  the  liability  of  £300  for  this  pur- 
pose. He  regretted  himself  that  notification  of 
the  alteration  was  not  given  in  time,  because  to 
that  extent  the  bands  who  had  given  notice  of 
their  intention  to  take  part  in  the  competition 
might  have  a  grievance.  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  reduced  rates  might  be  given,  as  in  the 
case  of  persona  attending  exhibitions.  The 
Railway  Commissioners  had  made  some  con- 
cessions— he  thought  they  were  prepared  to 
take  excursion  rates.  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  the  money  would  be  better  spent  in 
making  roads  than  in  being  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  bands  free. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  Minister  had  missed 
the  point.  He  (Mr.  Duncan)  did  not  look  upon 
this  as  a  monetary  loss — it  was  simply  a  matter 
of  a  few  shillings'  worth  of  coal  to  carry  the 
men.  It  did  not  matter  whose  pocket  it  came 
from. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  SEDDON  read  the  following  answei 
from  the  department : — 

"  So  far  as  the  Railway  Commissioners  are 
concerned,  all  the  bands  attending  the  contest 
at  Invercargill  have  been  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  in  previous  years.  It  is  understood, 
however,  that  some  of  the  garrison  bands  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  orders  for  free 
Volunteer  tickets,  contrary  to  the  arrangement 
between    this   department   and   the    Defence 
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Department.  Notice  has  been  given  that  pay- 
ment will  be  required  in  future  for  these 
tickets  at  the  reduced  rate  charged  to  other 
bandsmen,  wlio  have  been  placed  at  a  great 
disadvantage  hitherto  by  the  issue  of  free 
tickets." 

WELLINGTON-WAIBARAPA  RAILWAY 
TKAFPIO. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  it  is 
proposed  to  introduce  more  powerful  locomo- 
tives and  more  comfortable  passenger-oars  on 
the  Wellington-Wairarapa  Railway  line,  or  to 
make  such  alterations  in  the  traffic  arrange- 
ments as  will  shorten  the  time  occupied  be- 
tween the  city  and  the  country  townships?  It 
was  within  the  knowledge  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  members  who  used  this  line  that  the  car- 
riages were  neither  smoke-  nor  weather-proof. 
The  journey  from  the  Wairarapa  side  up 
the  Rimutaka  was  pursued  at  a  snail's  pace 
through  a  number  of  tunnels.  The  lamps, 
which  were  of  a  very  old-fashioned,  antiquated 
pattern,  were  frequently  extinguished  by  the 
smoke  in  these  tunnels.  The  carriages  them- 
selves were  constantly  filled  with  sulphurous 
fumes,  which  were  most  obnoxious  to  passen- 
gers, especially  females.  Then,  on  the  town 
side,  the  train  was  allowed  to  pursue  its  course 
at  a  breakneck  pace,  something  after  the  fashion 
of  a  drunken  switchback,  and  the  passengers  on 
that  part  of  the  line  were  rocked  untU  they 
were  as  sick  as  if  they  were  at  sea.  The  seats 
were  hard  even  in  the  first-class  carriages,  and 
the  paint  was  worn  off.  The  floors  were  rarely 
swept,  let  alone  cleaned,  and  the  journey  was 
one  of  a  most  disagreeable  character.  With 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question, 
the  time  occupied  in  the  seventy-mile  journey 
between  Wellington  and  Masterton  was  from 
four  hours  ten  minutes  to  four  hours  and  a  half. 
The  ninety  miles  from  Eketahuna  occupied  five 
and  a  half  hours.  There  were  frequent  stop- 
pages :  in  fact,  there  was  a  station  at  nearly 
every  dairy  and  large  residence  on  the  road. 
The  result  was  that  the  passenger- traffic  was 
very  much  diminished,  and  people  only  travelled 
when  absolutely  compelled  to  do  so.  At  Mas- 
terton, between  the  arrival  and  despatch  of 
trains,  passengers  were  only  able  to  remain  three 
hours,  and  at  Bketahona  one  hour.  If  the 
engines  were  altered  the  trains  would  be  able 
to  travel  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate,  and  the 
people  residing  at  Eketahuna  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  and  answering  letters 
on  the  same  day,  instead  of  waiting  twenty-four 
hours  as  at  present.  He  would  summarise  it 
in  this  way :  As  far  as  passenger-traffic  was 
concerned  they  were  working  their  mul-coaches 
with  heavy  draught  horses. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Commis- 
aioners  was  as  follows : — 

"Provision  is  being  made,  as  opportunity 
occurs  and  funds  permit,  for  more  powerful 
locomotives  and  more  comfortable  carriages  on 
the  Wellington  Section.  Three  new  saloon 
carriages  will  shortly  be  placed  on  the  line. 
The  question  of  revising  the  time-table  is  re- 
oeiving  consideration." 


OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  LABNACH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  in  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  Otago 
Central  Railway,  What  is  being  done  to  more 
expeditiously  push  on  the  work  of  the  chief 
tunnel  beyond  Hyde  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  tunnel  referred  to 
was  not  a  particularly  formidable  affair.  The 
excavation  was  only  estimated  to  cost  £2,500. 
The  approaches  to  the  tunnel  at  both  ends  had 
been  in  hand  for  some  time,  and  preparations 
for  excavating  the  tunnel  itself  were  now  being 
put  in  hand.  The  department  had  never  lost 
sight  of  the  matter  for  a  moment.  Nearly  a 
year  ago  they  wrote  to  the  District  Engineer 
on  the  subject,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  too 
soon  to  put  the  work  in  han^  tbea.  Other 
memoranda  on  the  subject  had  passed  since, 
the  result  being  that  a  full  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  work  was  received  from  Mr.  Ussher  re- 
cently, which  was  now  before  the  Cabinet  for 
consideration.  As  he  had  stated  in  answer  to 
another  question  on  the  same  subject,  he  hoped 
in  the  course  of  forty-eight  hours  to  say  whot 
it  was  intended  to  do  wil^  respect  to  this  work. 

GREY  RIVER-BLACKBALL  ROAD. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Government  will 
place  on  the  public-works  estimates  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  to  complete  and  put  into 
a  passable  condition  the  road  from  the  Grey 
River  to  the  Township  of  Blackball  ?  He  had 
only  to  state  that  a  recent  telegram  he  had 
received  in  regard  to  this  road  from  one  of 
his  constituents  described  this  track  or  road 
which  the  Government  had  had  constructed  as 
being  in  an  execrably  bad  condition ;  and  he 
thought,  when  the  Government  undertook  the 
work  of  constructing  a  rood  for  a  rising  town- 
ship such  as  Blackball,  that  they  should  see 
that  the  road  was,  at  any  rate,  completed  so' 
as  to  be  of  some  use  to  the  inhabitants.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
lose  sight  of  this  small  piece  of  work,  but  make 
provision  for  it  on  the  public-works  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiries  would  be  mode 
into  the  condition  of  this  road.  If  it  was  as 
stated  by  the  honourable  member,  then  it  was 
a  matter  which  should  demand  consideration. 
Whether  that  consideration  would  be  given 
this  session  or  not  he  was  not  in  a  position  at 
the  present  time  to  state. 

INTERCOLONIAL  FREE-TRADE. 
Mr.  O'REQAN  asked  the  Premier,  If,  in 
view  of  the  declaration  made  recently  by  the 
new  Victorian  Premier  in  favour  of  mter- 
oolonial  free-trade,  the  Government  will  take 
steps  to  encourage  and  develop  the  laudable 
desire  to  bring  about  commercial  amity  between 
the  Australasian  Colonies  by  representing  to 
the  several  Governments  the  desirability  of  an 
Intercolonial  Trade  Conference  ?  He  put  this 
question  because  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  reply  he  received  some  time  ago  to  a 
simila  question.  On  that  occasion  he  thought 
the  answer  he  obtained  was  more  evasive  than 
anything  else,  and  he  had  been  prompted  to 
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ask  this  further  question  because  he  thought 
constant  dropping  made  an  impression  evon  on 
the  hardest  stone.  On  a  former  occasion  the 
Premier  said  that  he  had  only  his  (Mr. 
O'Began's)  word  for  the  assertion  that  there 
had  been  a  revulsion  of  feeling  in  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  in  favour  of  commercial  peace 
between  these  colonies.  Since  then,  however, 
they  had  had  a  very  definite  announcement 
from  the  Premier  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  New  Zealand  went  to 
the  other  colonies  and  asked  them  to  do  this 
months  ago.  He  hoped  now  the  other  colonies 
would  come  to  New  Zealand,  and,  if  they  did, 
that  New  Zealand  would  be  prepared  to  treat 
with  them.  The  Government  believed  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  this  colony,  whilst  it  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  other  colonies  also.  He 
would  be  very  much  pleased  himself  that  an 
understanding  should  be  come  to ;  and  he  was 
sure  he  voiced  the  feeling  of  the  House  when 
he  said  that,  as  far  as  New  Zealand  was  con- 
cerned, they  did  not  want  tariff  war.  They 
wanted  conunercial  peace, 

FISHING  IN  ASHLEY  RIVER. 
Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  com- 
plaints of  fishermen  engaged  in  fishing  for 
whitebait  in  the  Ashley  River  against  the 
recent  Order  in  Council  making  the  use  of 
set-nets  for  the  capture  of  whitebait  illegal, 
and  what  steps,  if  any,  they  intend  to  take  to 
modify  this  order?  He  might  remind  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  this  department  it  was  a 
very  important  thing  to  have  an  ample  supply 
of  fresh  fish.  Whilst  he  had  little  sympathy 
with  set-net  fishing  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  de- 
partment had  taken  into  consideration  whether 
the  conditions  under  which  fishing  was  being 
carried  on  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  were 
not  the  same.  That  was  to  say,  the  small  set- 
net  was  of  very  little  use  where  the  flow  of  the 
water  was  strong,  whereeis  it  might  be  ample 
where  the  water  was  still.  He  trusted  the 
department  would  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  WARD  said  complaints  had  been 
received  from  the  fishermen  at  the  Ashley 
River,  but  not  from  those  at  Hokitika,  Grey- 
mouth,  Westport,  and  Foxton,  at  which  places 
whitebait  was  caught  in  large  quantities.  The 
action  complained  of  was  taken  on  a  report 
received  from  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  at 
Hokitika  that  small  fry  of  all  kinds  were  caught 
in  these  set-nets,  and  that  the  practice  of 
using  such  nets  was  very  injurious  to  the 
fishery.  There  was  no  objection  to  the  use  of 
hand-nets  for  whitebait,  and  fishermen  at  the 
Ashley  were  not  debarred  from  following  this 
part  of  their  occupation.  In  the  interest  of 
the  conservation  of  fish,  it  did  not  seem  to 
be  unreasonable  that  fishermen  should  be 
prevented  from  catching  whitebait  in  a  way 
that  destroyed  the  young  of  other  fish.  From 
the  information  he  had  upon  the  matter  he  did 
not  think  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  modify 
the  regulations  so  as  to  make  them  applicable 
only  to  certain  plaoes. 
Mr.  O'Began 


MINING  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  more  earnest  consideration  will  b« 
given  in  the  near  future  to  the  mining  industry 
of  the  colony,  with  the  view  of  granting  prac- 
tical encouragement  towards  prospecting,  open- 
ing tracks,  water-races,  and  the  conservation  of 
water,  that  will  help  more  quickly  to  develop 
the  great  mineral  resources  of  New  Zealand, 
and  give  some  hope  to  the  enterprising  miners 
that  the  Government  will  not  neglect  their 
interests  and  calling  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were 
fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  assisting  tha 
development  of  the  mining  industry,  and  this 
was  shown  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  tha 
Statement  of  the  Minister  of  Mines,  whioh  had 
been  laid  on  the  table.  He  hoped  that  tha 
honourable  member  would  very  shortly  have 
substantial  proof  that  the  Government  were 
desirous  of  encouraging  this  most  valuable  in- 
dustry. 

WAIPORI  DREDGES. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  at  once  seriously  consider 
the  Waipori-dredges  difficulty  and  the  terrible 
hardship  it  is  causing  to  families,  and  inform 
the  House  when  the  legislation  to  efieotually 
deal  with  the  question  is  to  be  put  before 
members  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  that  he  could  con- 
cur with  the  honourable  member  as  regarded 
the  Waipori  difficulty,  and  the  very  great 
hardships  which  were  being  endured  by  the 
miners  and  their  families  by  being  thrown  oat 
of  work  through  the  stoppage  of  mizung  opem- 
tions  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  But  tha 
settlement  of  this  dispute  involved  a  very  iatga 
sum  of  money,  and  it  was  a  question  whether 
that  large  sum  of  money  should  be  found  for 
the  purpose.  The  Government  had  the  matter 
under  consideration,  and  he  hoped,  in  tha 
coarse  of  a  few  days,  to  place  the  matter  before 
the  House,  and  in  lach  a  way  as  to  give  satis- 
faction. 

STAGE  SYSTEM  ON  RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  MASSE Y  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  when  they  take  over  the  railways  of 
the  colony,  they  will  be  willing  to  make  a  trial 
of  the  stage  system  on  the  lines  north  of  Auck- 
land 7  He  had  been  induced  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  great  many  people  in  the  colony  were  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  stage  system  would  be  a 
great  improvement  on  the  present  method  of 
working  the  railways.  In  a  few  months  tha 
railways  would  be  taken  over  by  tha  Govern- 
ment; consequently  an  opportunity  ofiered  of 
msJting  an  experiment  to  try  tha  stage  system 
on  one  of  the  lines  of  the  colony.  It  had 
occurred  to  him  that  the  Auckland-Kaukapa- 
kapa  Section  would  be  particularly  suitable 
for  this  purpose,  as  an  average  amount  of  goods 
and  passengers  was  carried  over  it,  and,  as  it 
was  detached  from  other  lines,  there  would  ba 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  accounts  separate. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to 
favourably  answer  the  question. 
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Mr.  8EDDON  wss  not  in  a  position  at  this 
stage  to  say  what  the  Government  would  do  in 
reference  to  this  question — at  least,  in  regard 
to  the  matter  involved  in  the  question.  It  was 
well  that  they  should  have  a  Minister  of  Bail- 
ways  in  office  and  in  control  of  the  railways, 
and  then  he  would  Jbe  in  a  better  position 
to  state  what  coarse  would  be  taken.  If  the 
honourable  member  would  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion he  wished  to  make,  he  would  postpone 
this  question  till  next  session,  and  then  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  give 
a  satisfactory  reply. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said,  Very  well,  he  wonld  post- 
pone it  till  next  session. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  VALUATIONS. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (for  Mr.  McGuire)  asked  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Whether  the  Qovernment 
will,  in  view  of  the  local  bodies  having  the  cost 
of  assessment  thrown  upon  them,  allow  the 
County  Council  valuers  to  search  titles  in  con- 
nection with  the  forthcoming  valuation  free  of 
cost? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  the  local  bodies 
were  now  permitted  to  search  the  titles  to  land 
free  of  charge,  provided  the  search  was  con- 
'ducted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  or  some 
person  duly  authorised  by  him. 

H.  VON  BLAEAMBERG. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, What  stops  he  intends  to  take  with  regard 
to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee's  report  on 
the  petition  of  H.  von  Blaramberg?  He  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  of  Education 
that  this  was  a  matter  of  extreme  urgency. 
This  man  bad  been  out  oE  employment  for  the 
last  twelve  months,  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  Education  Board.  Some  inquiry 
should  be  made  immediately,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee.  The  information  brought 
before  the  Committee  was  such  as  to  warrant 
an  inquiry,  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would 
see  that  no  delay  took  place. 

Mr.  REEVES  had  sent  to  the  Board  for  a 
statement  of  tbe  differences  in  this  case,  and 
tlie  matter,  he  understood,  was  to  come  before 
the  Board  on  the  8th  October.  He  was  now 
awaiting  a  communication  from  the  Board  to 
the  Education  Department  on  the  subject. 

TEMPORARY  CLERKS,  ETC. 

Sir  K.  STOUT  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  return  ordered  on  the  12th  September  re- 
garding temporary  clerks,  &o.,  will  be  laid  on 
the  table?  This  return  was  ordered  on  the 
12th  September,  and  he  believed  it  would  only 
take  a  day  to  prepare. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  return  was  in  course 
of  compilation,  and  steps  would  be  taken  to 
expedite  its  completion.  Several  returns  had 
been  ordered  previous  to  this  one,  and  the  de- 
partment, in  the  absence  of  instructions  to  the 
contrary,  had  in  most  cases  proceeded  with 
the  preparation  of  the  returns  in  the  order  in 
which  they  had  been  called  for.  Tbe  Govern- 
ment bad  no  desire  to  keep  them  back ;  in 


fact,  they  desired  that  tbe  fullest  information 
should  be  given,  and  with  that  view  he  had 
asked  to  have  added  the  number  of  clerks  who 
had  been  retired  and  dismissed  or  who  had  left 
the  service  during  the  period  mentioned. 

MOORE,  HEPBURN,  AND  ROBINSON. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Government,  If  the 
recommendation  of  the  Petitions  Committees 
A  to  L  and  M  to  Z  on  the  several  petitions  of 
Messrs.  Moore,  Hepburn,  and  Robinson  will  be 
given  effect  to  by  the  sums  recommended  to 
be  paid  them  being  placed  on  the  supplement- 
ary estimates?  This  was  a  very  hard  case. 
These  men  were  entitled  to  this  compensation, 
which  the  Committee  thought  they  were  en- 
titled  to.  The  Committee  had  asked  tbe  Pre- 
mier to  have  laid  before  it  the  order  or  regula- 
tion that  was  read  to  the  men  by  instructions 
from  a  former  Minister  of  Defence.  There  was 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  men  were  entitled 
to  compensation,  and  he  thought  the  honour- 
able member  stated  he  would  consider  the 
matter  about  a  month  ago ;  and,  that  being  the 
case,  he  hoped  he  would  now  be  prepared  to 
give  a  favourable  reply.  These  were  poor  men 
who  were  really  entitled  to  this  money. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  state  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mentioned,  and  he  stated,  fur- 
ther, that  it  was  a  matter  the  Government 
would  have  to  decide  when  dealing  with  the 
supplementary  estimates.  The  reason  why  he 
had  not  been  able  to  give  a  reply  sooner  was 
that  they  had  not  yet  dealt  with  the  petitions 
which  had  been  brought  before  the  House. 
The  rule  adopted  by  this  Oovemment  and  the 
late  Government  was  not  to  deal  with  the  peti- 
tions until  all  were  in,  and  then  they  dealt 
with  them  altogether.  He  promised  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  further,  that  if  they  decided 
this  matter  in  the  negative  he  would  give 
timely  notice,  so  that  the  honourable  member 
might  know  what  to  do.  He  had  not  forgotten 
that  promise.  He  thought  these  men  were 
entitled  to  something,  but  he  would  not  say 
that  they  were  entitled  to  all  that  the  Com- 
mittee bad  recommended. 

CAPE  POULWIND  RAILWAY-SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  asked  the  Government,  If  the 
Government  can  see  its  way  to  arrange  for  the 
purchase  of  railway- sleepers  from  those  men 
at  Cape  Foulwind  who  were  permitted  to  cut 
sleepers  while  the  Westport  harbour-works 
were  suspended  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners had  sent  the  following  reply  : — 

"  During  the  period  from  15th  August,  1898, 
to  11th  September,  1894,  13,668  sleepers  in 
sixty-seven  small  lots  have  been  bought  by  the 
Railway  Commissioners  from  settlers  of  West- 
port  and  Cape  Foulwind,  at  a  fixed  price  of 
2s.  6d.  cash  on  delivery  at  Westport.  This  is 
sufficient  for  present  requirements." 

The  Public  Works  Department  also  gave  the 
following  reply : — 

"  This  department  is  not  in  want  of  sleepers 
at  present,  as  we  have  a  considerable  number 
in  stock.    As,  however,  we  should  be  able  to  use 
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them  in  a  few  months  probably,  we  might, 
peibaps,  take  them  if  the  owners  are  willing 
to  sell  at  a  reduced  price.  The  Railway  Com- 
miBsionerB  usually  pay  2s.  6d.  for  sleepers 
delivered  at  Westport.  I  would  suggest  that 
we  might  offer  2b.  4d." 

.  Q  He  might  say  this  was  a  matter  in 

°  '  which  he  did  not  concur  with  the  de- 
partment. He  did  not  think  the  colony  should 
take  advantage  of  the  position  of  these  men. 
If  is.  6d.  was  a  fair  charge,  then  the  colony 
should  pay  it.  He  knew  the  necessities  of 
these  men,  and  the  difiScnlties  under  which 
they  laboured  at  the  time  the  work  was  sus- 
pended. He  would  give  this  matter  his  fa- 
vourable consideration,  and  would  see  what 
could  be  done. 

WAIRARAPA  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Government, 
What  provision  they  intend  to  make  during  the 
present  month  for  the  unemployed  in  the  Wai- 
rarapa district?  He  had  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  a  few  days  ago  a  similar  question  to 
that  which  he  now  asked,  and  he  was  induced 
to  put  this  second  question  in  consequence  of 
further  information  which  he  had  received  from 
his  constituency.  In  reply  to  his  question  on 
the  previous  occasion  the  Minister  of  Labour 
had  stated  that  the  pressure  of  the  unemployed 
in  the  Wairarapa  was  much  less  than  it  had 
been.  His  (Mr.  Buchanan's)  information  was 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  had  become  greater. 
For  instance,  a  settler  there  had  given  over 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  meals  to  tra- 
Tellers  within  the  last  three  months,  and  from 
other  parts  of  the  district  the  same  information 
came  as  to  the  number  of  unemployed  who 
were  going  around  the  country.  He  had  also 
noticed  by  the  newspapers  that  at  three 
places  where  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
supply  food  to  travellers  they  now  advertised 
that  they  were  unable  any  longer  to  give  any 
food.  He  had  received  a  communication  from 
one  of  the  settlers  that  they  had  been  driven 
to  this  course  by  their  inability  to  provide  the 
amount  of  food  required  for  the  large  number 
of  these  unemployed  men.  The  honourable 
gentleman  would  therefore  see  the  necessity 
for  something  being  done  to  meet  the  state  of 
affairs  in  that  district.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  would  have  special 
inquiries  made  at  once.  If  the  information 
laid  before  him  at  a\\  tallied  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  would 
have  the  matter  laid  before  the  Cabinet,  and 
would  ask  the  Government  to  take  such  steps 
as  could  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

SECRETARY  AND  INSPECTOR  OP 
FACTORIES. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  take  into  their  favourable 
consideration  the  desirability  of  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  Secretary  and  Inspector  of  Fac- 
tories from  £350,  so  that  this  officer  will  be  paid 
a  salary  nearly  equal  to  those  paid  to  the  per- 
Mr.  Seddon 


manent  head  officers  of  the  several  other  Go- 
vernment departments  ?  He  wanted  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  the  fact  that 
the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  Hospi- 
tals got  £1,200  per  annum  ;  the  Secretary  t» 
the  Treasury,  £700 ;  the  Under-Secretary  to 
the  Mines  Department,  j£550 ;  the  Inspecting 
Engineer  of  Mines,  £500  ;  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Justfce,  £500;  the  Secretary  to  the  Post 
Office,  £700 ;  the  Secretary  and  Chief  Inspec- 
tor of  the  Agricultural  Department  —  a  new 
department— £500 ;  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Crown  Lands,  £625 ;  and  the  Secretary  and 
Inspector-General  of  Schools,  £600;  whereas 
the  officer  in  respect  to  whose  salary  he  was 
asking  this  question  got  the  small  amount  of 
£350  per  annum.  He  thought,  by  comparison 
with  these  salaries,  that  an  eulditional  sum 
should  be  voted  for  this  very  deserving  officer, 
who  had  charge  of  this  very  important  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  one  of  the  very  few 
increases  made  by  the  House  to  officers  receiv- 
ing over  £300  a  year  was  an  increase  to  the 
salary  of  this  very  officer.  He  certainly  could 
not  recommend  or  ask  the  House  to  vote  a 
further  increase  to  the  salary  this  session.  Mr. 
Tregear  was  a  very  deserving  officer,  hut  he  had 
not  been  very  long  where  he  was.  The  depart- 
ment was  not  at  all  a  large  one,  though  im- 
portant, and,  in  its  way,  troublesome.  The 
officer  had  to  stand  a  good  deal  of  worry  in 
performing  his  work.  During  the  short  timo 
Mr.  Tregear  had  been  there  he  had  had  two  in- 
creases already.  No  doubt  if  the  department 
increased  and  assumed  further  functions  his 
salary  would  grow  with  it.  A  comparison  of 
his  salary  with  those  quoted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  a  fair  comparison, 

CUSTOMS  ENTRY-FORMS. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If,  seeing  that  shippers  have  now  to  provide 
their  own  entry-forms  for  supplying  the  Cus- 
toms with  returns  of  goods  exported,  the  Go- 
vernment will  have  such  forms  printed  and 
supplied  from  the  principal  railway-stations 
throughout  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  these  forms  had 
always  been  supplied,  and  were  on  sale  at  all 
stationers'.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be  right 
for  the  Customs  Department  to  supply  these 
forms  free. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  he  did  not  suggest  that 
they  should  be  supplied  free,  but  rather  that 
they  should  he  obtainable  at  places  like  Kaia- 
poi,  Rangiora,  Ashburton,  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  WARD  would  give  instructions  to  have 
them  supplied  to  the  places  named. 

WOODVILLE  CORPORATION  WORKS. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour,  li 
he  will  inquire  into  the  allegation  of  four  gangs 
of  co-operative  labourers  employed  at  the  Wood- 
ville  end  of  the  Woodville-Ekelahuna  Railway 
under  Messrs.  Joyce,  Ellery,  Dumphy,  and 
Wilks, — (1)  That  they  have  been  set  to  work  on 
sections  of  stumping  and  formation  without 
being  informed  of  the  price  to  be  given;  (2^ 
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that  they  have  heen  pud  in  some  instances  for 
formation  only ;  (3)  that  no  plans  and  specifi- 
cations have  been  given  them  by  which  to  carry 
on  their  work  ?  (4.)  If  all  or  any  of  those  al- 
legations are  correct,  will  the  Government  see 
that  in  the  future  these  matters  shall  bo  re- 
medied ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  department  sent  down 
an  officer  to  inquire,  and  furnish  a  report.  The 
officer  had  returned,  but  the  report  had  not  yet 
been  sent  in.  He  would  therefore  suggest  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  ask  this  ques- 
tion a  few  days  hence. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
When  will  the  claims  of  the  old  soldierB  resid- 
ing in  Wellington  who  have  had  their  claims 
recommended  be  dealt  with,  so  that  those  de- 
serving men  may  get  what  they  are  justly  en- 
titled to  ?  The  reason  why  he  was  asking  this 
question  was  this  :  In  Wellington  there  were  a 
number  of  old  soldiers  whose  claims  had  been 
sent  in  to  the  Land  Commissioner,  and  it  was 
recommended  that  these  men  should  get  the 
grants  of  land  they  were  entitled  to.  The  ses- 
sion was  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  wished 
to  see  what  reply  he  would  get  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  state  that  there 
was  no  law  at  the  present  time  under  which 
any  further  claims  could  he  granted,  and  any- 
thing that  was  to  be  done  in  this  matter  would 
require  legislation.  There  were  still  a  large 
number  of  claims,  and  the  question  would 
have  to  stand  over  until  next  session,  when 
all  further  claims  could  be  dealt  with. 

BABBIT  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, When  he  will  deal  with  the  question 
of  a  bonus  for  the  extermination  of  rabbits  in 
New  Zealand,  as  promised  by  him  early  in  the 
session  ?  At  the  early  part  of  the  session  the 
Minister  recognised  this  as  being  a  very  im- 
portant question,  and  ho  said  he  hoped  he 
would  be  able  to  give  a  definite  answer  before 
the  close  of  the  session.  Knowing  there  were 
some  inventors  in  England  and  in  the  colony 
who  were  only  waiting  for  the  Minister's  liberal 
offer,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  asking  the  ques- 
tion standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  not  forgotten 
that  this  was  a  very  important  question,  and 
that  he  ha4  made  the  promise  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  The  conditions  for 
a  bonus  were  being  drafted,  and  all  he  could 
say  was  that  if  anything  could  be  discovered  to 
deal  effectually  with  the  rabbit-pest  it  would 
be  worthy  of  a  good  bonus. 

ONEHUNGA  WHABF. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
question  asked  that  afternoon  by  Major  Harris, 
in  justice  to  the  Commissioners  he  wished  to 
read  the  following  reply : — 

"  The  Onehunga  Wharf  hag  been  made  acces- 
sible for  dray  traffic.    It  is  not  proposed  to 


make  any  reduction  in  the  charges  for  shipping 
and  landing  stock  at  the  Onehunga  Wharf." 

The  Public  Works  Department  replied  as 
follows : — 

"  By  your  direction  the  Bail  way  Commission- 
ers were  written  to  in  reference  to  the  above 
matter,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of  their 
memorandum  in  reply  :  — 

"  '  Onehunga  Wharf. — In  reply  to  the  above- 
quoted  memorandum  I  am  directed  by  the 
Kailway  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  the 
Onehunga  Wharf  has  been  made  accessible  for 
dray  traffic.  The  Commissioners  do  not  see 
their  way  to  reduce  the  wharfage  charge  of 
Is.  6d.  per  head  on  cattle  landed  at  Onehunga 
Wharf.— E.  G.  Pilcheb,  Secretary."  " 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  in  order  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  subject  c^ 
the  unemployed  in  Wairarapa,  which  formed 
the  subject  of  Question  No.  49  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  Minister  of  Labour  hod  dealt  with 
the  question  a  few  days  ago  in  a  manner  that, 
as  would  be  well  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  was  not  befitting  the  dignity  of  his  office. 
He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  regretted  that  he  was  not 
allowed  to  refer  to  a  previous  debate,  because 
it  prevented  him  from  doing  what  he  was  sure 
no  honourable  member  of  that  House  would 
object  to  —  namely,  replying  in  an  effective 
manner  to  the  bitter  and-; 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member, 
while  regretting  that  he  could  not  refer  to 
what  occurred  on  a  previous  occasion,  was  now 
alluding  to  a  previous  debate  of  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  not  persist  in  doing 
80.  There  would  be  many  opportunities  of 
subsequently  bringing  the  question  before  the 
House,  without  alluding  to  a  previous  debate. 
He  had  pointed  out  in  explaining  his  question 
that,  contrary  to  what  was  said  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  the  number  of  unemployed  in  the 
Wairarapa  district  was  very  large  indeed,  so 
large  that  he  fell  compelled  to  put  the  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  a  second  time  in  order  to 
obtain  some  relief  for  those  unfortunate  men. 
The  state  of  the  unemployed  in  the  Wairarapa 
was  largely  due  to  the  Government  on  these 
benches.  The  Minister  of  Labour  represented 
the  constituency  of  Christchurch  City,  and  it 
had  been  again  and  again  pointed  out  that  so 
long  as  he  was  able  to  serve  the  unemployed 
in  his  own  constituency  he  cared  but  little  foi 
the  interests  of  those  in  other  constituencies 
throughout  the  colony.  If  there  was  any 
"unemployed"  agitation  in  Christchurch  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  very  good  care  tO' 
cart  his  unemployed  all  over  the  colony,  re- 
gardless altogether  of  those  already  in  the  dis- 
trict into  which  they  were  pitchforked.  Even 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Government,  felt  compelled  to 
complain  of  the  practices  of  the  Minister  of 
Labour.  The  Minister  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion had  denied  the  charges  made  against 
him  in  this  direction,  and  had  asked  him  (Mr. 
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Buchanan)  to  prove  that  the  unemployed  in 
liig  diBtrict  had  oome  from  the  honoarahle 
gentleman's  electorate.  His  leply  was  that 
these  unemployed  had,  in  the  nist  instance, 
been  taken  into  the  Masterton  district,  and,  as 
tbero  was  not  a  man-proof  fence  between  it 
and  his  district,  these  men  in  search  of  employ- 
ment, OS  a  matter  of  course,  found  their  way 
into  his  electorate.  He  had  met  these  men 
personally,  and  had  been  given  the  details  of 
t^eir  deportation  from  the  Christchuroh  dis- 
trict to  the  Wairarapa.  He  would  now  prove 
to  the  hilt  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  words  the  statements  he  had  been  making 
to  the  House.  He  would  quote  from  the  LytUl- 
ton  Times  of  the  lOth  October,  1893,  on  which 
date  the  honourable  gentleman  was  interviewed 
by  a  number  of  the  unemployed  in  Christ- 
church  just  a  little  before  the  last  election. 
This  was  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
-stated: — 

"  No  Government  had  ever  schemed  and 
'laboured  so  to  help  the  unemployed."  —  In 
Christohuroh,  he  might  remark.  —  "  Bince 
Much  last  no  less  than  258  men  had  been 
sent  out  of  Christohuroh  by  the  Labour  Bureau 
at  good  wages.  No  other  town  had  had  nearly 
BO  much  done  for  it  in  this  way  as  Christ- 
■ohuich.  He  had  done  this  because  the  sufier- 
ing  was  greatest  there.  For  the  rest,  the 
Oovemmeut  had  spared  no  pains  to  give  work 
to  christohuroh  men  in  all  parts  of  the  oolony, 
wherever  it  could  be  found.  Complaints,  in- 
deed, were  made  against  him  in  other  districts 
that  he  showed  undue  favour  to  Christchuroh 
men  by  giving  them  work  in  other  provinces 
over  the  heads  of  local  men.  Daring  the  last 
week  he  had  been  telegraphing  to  all  parts  of 
the  colony  inquiring  for  work.  He  should  be 
able  at  once  to  send  twenty  men  to  Southland, 
and  a  party  to  the  North  Island."— The  Wai- 
rarapa, no  doubt. — "Later  on  a  party  would 
go  to  the  Mount  Cook  Road,  and,  he  hoped, 
more  men  to  the  North  Island.  He  must  ask 
them  to  take  his  word  that,  as  he  had  done  his 
best  in  the  past,  be  would  go  on  doing  so  in 
the  future." 

Then,  here  was  a  telegram  published  in  the 
same  newspaper  from  Dunedin,  dated  the  17th 
October :  "  There  is  much  complaint  about  the 
Christchuroh  unemployed  being  sent  to  Gatlin's 
when  there  are  so  many  unemployed  here," 
The  lionourable  gentleman  would  perhaps  tell 
him  that  there  were  no  unemployed  in  the 
Wairarapa  that  had  been  Kent  there  from  his 
district.  Ho  (Mr.  Buchanan)  told  him  he  had 
met  them  there.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
deported  them  to  the  Wairarapa  to  get  them 
out  of  liis  way,  and  they  were  shortly  after- 
wards discharged.  These  unfortunate  men  were 
now  roaming  about  the  roads  in  search  of  em- 
ployment, which  they  were  not  able  to  get; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman,  from  his  place 
on  the  Government  benches,  from  which  mem- 
bers had  a  right  to  expect  courtesy,  dignity, 
and  fair-play,  went  out  of  his  way  to  rail  at 
settlers  in  his  and  other  districts  because,  he 
said,  they  grudged  a  crust  to  those  hungry  men 
-who  came  to  them  for  work. 
Mr.  J^iichanan 


Mr.  REEVBS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  referring  to  his  speech  on  a  previous 
day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  guilty  of  what  he  had  stated  over 
and  over  again.  He  had  never  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  maligning  what  he  called  the  land- 
monopolists,  whom  he  accused  of  creating 
the  "  unemployed  "  difficulty.  These  men  were 
settlers  who  were  deserving  of  every  considera- 
tion, and  this  was  the  kind  of  language  that 
was  continually  being  applied  to  them  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  young  man  who 
managed  the  property  on  which  food  was  pil- 
laged a  few  days  ago  in  his  district  was  the 
grandson  of  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the 
colony;  and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman, 
from  his  place  on  the  Government  benches, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now  seemed  to  be  clearly  referring  to  a 
speech  of  that  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  wish  for  a  moment 
to  transgress  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  when  the  honourable 
member  referred  to  a  speech  as  having  come 
from  the  Government  benches,  he  understood 
the  reference  to  be  to  a  speech  of  this  session. 
If,  however,  the  honourable  member  stated 
distinctly  that  this  was  not  the  case  he  was 
bound  to  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  wish  to  refer  to 
any  particular  speech.  It  was  well  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  member  of  the  House  who 
had  been  in  the  House  for  any  length  of  time 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  continually 
raising  class  cries.  There  was  no  member  in 
the  House,  nor  had  there  been  in  past  Parlia- 
ments, who  had  done  so  much  to  set  class 
against  class  as  the  honourable  gentleman. 
By  some  strange  irony  of  fate  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  Minister  of  Labour.  Mem- 
bers had  a  right  to  expect  from  a  gentleman 
in  that  position  some  courtesy  and  some  dig- 
nity in  dealing  with  the  important  questions 
that  were  placed  under  his  charge.  But  what 
did  they  too  frequently  find  ?  He  was  certain 
every  honourable  member  in  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  when  ho  stated  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  conduct  was  frequently  of 
the  most  unbecoming  and  undignified  charac- 
ter. He  assailed  certain  classes  in  the  com- 
munity on  every  opportunity.  He  maligned 
them  in  the  most  unscrupulous  way,  and  very 
frequently  did  so  when  there  was  no  opportunity 
of  reply.  In  the  New  Zealand  Times  of  the 
6th  June  of  last  year  he  found  a  leading  article, 
which  he  believed  he  was  perfectly  right  in 
attributing  to  the  penmanship  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  managing  director  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Tivies ;  and  he  did  not  think  he  would 
deny  the  authorship.    It  was  as  follows : — 

"  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  greater  collapse 
than  the  collapse  of  the  Sydney  Labour  Bureau. 
That  Bureau  has  succeeded  in  doing  nothing 
that  a  Labour  Bureau  ought  to  do,  and  has 
done  everything  that  a  Labour  Bureau  ought 
not  to  do.    We  need  not  wonder   that    the 
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Ijabonr  Buiean  is  about  the  most  unpopular 
thing  in  the  New  South  Wales  capital.  Ob- 
noziotts  to  labour,  a  stumbliug-blook  to  the 
Oovemment,  a  causa  of  weeping  to  the  philan- 
thropist, the  Bureau  has  but  one  friendly 
section  in  Sydney  which  wants  a  rod  for  the 
Ministerial  baclc.  Labour  does  not  want  charity 
and  low  wages.  QoTemments  always  want  to 
•M  the  end  of  the  '  unemployed '  troubles,  as 
they  do  of  every  other  disorder  in  the  body 
politic ;  the  benevolent  want  to  be  spared  the 
■i^t  of  gaunt  hungry  crowds,  clamouring  for 
the  bread  which  they  ought  to  be  digging  out  of 
the  ground.  How  intensely  all  those  must  be 
disappointed  in  the  Labour  Bureau  we  can 
readily  and  easily  imagine  without  any  great 
effort.  We  can  likewise  picture  them  wonder- 
ing why  the  system  they  borrowed  from  New 
Zealand  should  have  failed  so  distinctly,  while 
the  success  which  first  allured  them  to  imitate 
still  remains  brilliant  in  this  colony.  The  New 
Zealand  Bureau  was  projected  for  the  purpose 
of  decentralisation  of  the  most  comprehensive 
and  radical  character.  It  was  bom  in  ridicule, 
and  it  lived  its  first  months  in  the  midst  of 
oynical  denouncement  and  sceptical  staring. 
But  the  Bureau  kept  on  its  way  regardless,  and 
now  can  boast  of  a  solved  labour-problem,  and 
the  cordial  support  of  every  section  of  the  com- 
mnnity." 

.  oQ  What  a  sarcs^m  that  article  was  on 
*'°^'  the  position  in  New  Zealsjid  now  I  The 
labour  difficulty  solved,  forsooth  I  Three  well- 
known  settlers  in  the  Wairarapa  driven  by  the 
excessive  number  of  men  who  were  roaming 
about  the  country  looking  for  employment  and 
unable  to  got  it— driven  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives  to  refuse  some  of  these  men  a 
crust  of  bread  as  they  went  from  place  to 
{dace.  This  was  the  success  which  had  at- 
'  tended  the  honourable  gentleman's  adminis- 
tration of  the  Labour  Bureau.  Let  honourable 
members  go  down  the  street  and  meet  one 
of  the  unemployed,  and  ask  him  to  go  to  the 
Labour  Bureau :  what  would  he  tell  you  7  "I 
have  been  there  over  and  over  again.  I  can 
get  nothing  there  but  evasion ;  and  every- 
thing is  unsatisfactory."  In  country  districts 
they  would  find  the  same  tale  of  the  Labour 
Bureau.  The  Labour  Bureau,  which  was  to 
have  solved  the  labour  difficulty,  and  which 
was  asserted  in  the  article  he  bad  quoted  to 
have  done  so,  was  simply  held  in  contempt  by 
the  very  men  in  whose  behalf  it  was  instituted. 
He  did  not  wish  at  all  to  attack  the  Labour 
Bureau  as  an  institution;  he  had  never  ob- 
jected to  the  establishment  of  the  Labour 
Bureau,  and  did  not  object  to  it  now;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  knew  nothing  of 
labour  practically,  and  a  curious  fate  had 
pitchforked  him  into  a  position  for  which  he 
was  never  fitted;  and  could  it  be  wondered, 
as  far  as  the  institution  was  concerned,  that 
his  administration  was  a  very  sorry  exhibition, 
if  the  state  of  the  unemployed  throughout 
New  Zealand  was  any  criterion  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  designed  for  a  very  differ- 
ent sphere  from  that  of  the  head  of  the  Labour 
Department,  but  f^te  had  not  been  kind  to 


him.  It  had  been  very  unkind  indeed.  He 
would  like  to  know  in  what  sphere  the  honour- 
able gentleman  oould  find  congenial  surround- 
ings. Oertainly  not  in  that  House,  and  oer- 
tunly  nowhere  outside  of  it.  The  honourable- 
gentleman  was  continually  at  war  with  him- 
self— with  everything,  with  everybody — and 
the  day  was  fast  coming  when  the  laliouring- 
men  of  this  colony  would  tell  him  what  they 
really  thought  of  him.  One  of  the  honourabl& 
gentleman's  strongest  supporters,  now  sitting 
beside  him,  had  given  his  opinion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  administration. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  referring  to  a  past  debate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  surely  he  was  per- 
mitted to  make  allusion  to  what  took  place  in 
the  House  the  other  day.  He  had  very  little 
more  to  say,  except  to  again  express  his  resent- 
ment at  the  honourable  gentleman's  manner 
of  dealing  with  this  question.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  turn  over  a  new 
leaf — if  that  was  possible — and  deal  with  th& 
question  as  it  should  be  dealt  with.  As  far 
as  the  honourable  gentleman's  conduct  towards- 
himself  was  concerned,  he  cared  very  little 
about  ic;  but  he  did  hope  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  consider  the  unemployed  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony  as  well  as  in  Christ- 
church,  and  not,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  himself  admitted  he  had  been  doings 
find  emplojrment  for  them  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  un- 
employed in  other  districts.  If  time  per- 
mitted he  oould  give  a  very  instructive  tale 
indeed  with  respect  to  one  group  of  unemployed 
who  were  brought  from  Ohristohurch  and  sent, 
up  to  the  Forty-mile  Bush  to  do  some  bush- 
felling.  These  men  were  sent  up  there  at  a 
very  heavy  expense,  they  did  very  little  to  show 
for  it,  and  some  of  them  were  "  carted  "  back 
to  Ohristohurch  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  knew 
many  instances  of  what  occurred  in  regard 
to  the  unemployed  brought  from  Cbristchurch 
and  sent  up  to  his  district. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— Was  that  previous  to  the- 
election  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  Yes ;  and  also  since 
that  time.  He  b^ged  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 

Mr.  O'BEGAH  rose  to  second  the  motion 
for  adjournment.  He  exceedingly  regretted 
the  speech  to  which  they  had  just  listened, 
because  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the- 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  had  simply 
used  the  unemployed  as  a  means  of  making 
a  personal  attack  on  the  Minister  of  Labour. 
The  honourable  member  evidently  laboured 
under  a  keen  sense  of  injustice,  aad  had  used 
his  sympathy  with  the  unemployed  as  a  means 
of  making  an  uncalled-for  attack  upon  the 
Minister.  He  sincerely  regretted,  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  there  was  such 
distress  in  the  Wairarapa  district,  but  he  would 
make  bold  in  his  place  in  that  House  to  de- 
clare that  for  a  few  runholders  not  to  give  the 
assistance  of  a  crust  of  bread  to  these  poor  men 
reflected  no  credit  on  them.    It  reflected  no- 
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oredit  on  men  in  a  comfortable  position  to  re- 
fuse that  small  help  to  others  who  were  less 
fortunately  situated.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man quoted  one  sentence  from  an  article  with 
which  he  thoroughly  agreed.  The  article  said 
labour  required  no  charity,  provided  it  got 
justice.  But  he  could  not  help  thinking,  and 
he  thought  many  honourable  members  would 
agree  with  him,  that  while  they  had  those  large 
estates  monopolized  by  a  few  there  was  no 
justice  for  labour.  He  would  like  honourable 
members  to  bear  in  mind  that  more  than  one- 
fourth,  or  nearly  a  third,  of  this  beautiful  colony 
was  the  private  property  of  some  sixteen  hun- 
dred men.  Eighteen  million  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  New  Zealand  was  mopped  up  by  those 
few  landholders. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— You  include  companies. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  said  Yes,  he  included  com- 
panies, and  nearly  twelve  hundred  of  those 
gentlemen  were  absentees.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts,  he  wondered  why  there  could  be  any 
surprise  that  there  were  unemployed  in  the 
colony.  For  his  own  part,  he  looked  upon  the 
Labour  Bureau,  and"  always  had  done  so,  as 
a  farce.  He  did  not  wish  to  reflect  on  the 
Minister  or  any  one  connected  with  it,  because 
be  believed,  as  far  as  the  CMlministration  was 
concerned,  they  had  done  as  much  as  they 
possibly  could ;  but  his  opinion  was  that  the 
Labour  Bureau  was  an  institution  which  never 
«onld  do  any  really  permanent  good  for  the 
working-men.  He  would  say  the  same  with  re- 
gard to  many  of  the  labour  Bills  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  connection 
with  the  "unemployed"  difficulty.  There  was 
another  matter  which  had  been  alluded  to  that 
afternoon  which  he  would  refer  to  briefly — that 
was,  as  to  the  question  asked  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  in  reference  to  a  peti- 
tion which  came  before  the  Petitions  A  to  L 
Committee — the  petition  of  H.  von  Blaiam- 
berg,  a  schoolmaster  at  Palmerston.  He 
thought  the  reply  given  by  the  Minister  was 
very  unsatisfactory.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
a  great  mistake  had  been  made  in  referring 
this  case  back  to  the  Kduoation  Board.  The 
Education  Board,  they  had  reason  to  believe, 
had  a  bias  against  the  petitioner,  and  he,  for 
one,  did  not  expect  fair-play  for  the  petitioner 
at  the  hands  of  the  Board.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  all  the  allegations  made  by 
the  petitioner  were  justifiable,  but  he  did  know 
this  :  that  through  his  instrumentality  a  gross 
abuse  was  put  down  in  a  school  at  Palmerston. 
One  of  the  female  teachers  had  pasted  a  lot  of 
improper  and,  in  fact,  he  might  say,  immond 
pictures  upon  the  walls  of  the  schoolroom. 
The  petitioner,  in  his  capacity  as  her  superior 
in  the  school,  caused  her  to  take  the  pictures 
down,  as  their  inevitable  effect  would  be  to 
pollute  the  minds  of  children ;  and  this  led  to 
a  dispute  between  them,  in  which  Mr.  Von 
Blaramberg  was  worsted,  as  the  services  of  the 
teacher  were  still  retained.  He  thought  this 
was  a  matter  which  demanded  serious  con- 
sideration, and  he  was  not  afraid  to  stand 
there  and  denounce  this  matter  as  a  scandal, 
and  say  that  it  required  the  strictest  investiga- 
3Ir.  0' Regan 


tion.  For  that  reason  he  regretted  the  light' 
manner  in  which  the  petitioner  had  been 
treated.  He  hoped  this  was  not  the  last  they 
were  going  to  hear  of  this  matter.  At  any  rate, 
the  answer  of  the  Board  should  not  he  taken 
as  final. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  first  of  all,  with  regard 
to  the  case  of.H.  von  Blaramberg,  it  was  a 
mistake  to  say  that  the  petition  had  been 
treated  in  any  light  way,  for  who  ever  beard  of 
a  Minister  ordering  a  public  inquiry  into  a 
matter  without  first  of  all  asking  the  persons 
accused  of  doing  wrong  things  what  they 
had  to  say  1  What  an  extraordinary  Minister 
he  would  be  if  he  was  prepared  to  go  into  & 
matter  in  which  allegations  were  made  against 
the  Education  Board  without  first  asking  the 
Board  what  they  had  to  say  for  themselves  I 
Even  the  hideous  monster  just  now  so  graphi- 
cally portrayed  by  the  hononrable  member 
for  Wairarapa  would  not  do  that.  He  had 
simply  said  that  as  soon  as  ho  heard  from  the 
Wanganui  Education  Board  he  would  inquire 
into  the  matter,  and  see  that  justice  was  done. 
He  hoped  his  honourable  friend  tlie  member 
for  Wairarapa  felt  better  now.  He  was  sure 
that  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  feel  better 
for  that  discharge  of  bile.  He  should  say  a 
blue  -  pill  and  a  black  -  draught  would  have 
nothing  like  the  relieving  effect  of  the  quarter 
of  an  hour's  outburst  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  had  at  his  (Mr.  Beeves's)  expense.  He 
hoped,  as  he  said,  his  honourable  friend  was 
better  now,  and  that  for  the  next  week  or  two 
he  would  be  able  to  smile  acrons  at  him  as  he 
was  wont  to  do,  instead  of  glaring  at  him  with 
an  airoE  ferocity  which,  if  he  had  been  a  nervous 
man,  would  have  made  him  fear  he  was  going 
to  share  the  fate  of  the  French  President.  But 
with  regard  to  his  honourable  friend's  remarks 
that  afternoon,  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
he  did  not  care  what  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  said : — 
that  he  really  cared  very  little  what  he  might 
say  to  him.  Did  he  not  look  like  it  ?  Could 
any  one  who  knew  what  was  the  cause  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  doubt  that 
he  was  absolutely  indifferent  to  anything  he 
(Mr.  Beeves)  might  say,  and  had  said,  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  ?  What  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  care  for  whatever  he  might  have 
said  or  might  say  ?  Of  course  he  cared  nothing. 
He  remembered  once  hearing  a  small  boy  who 
had  been  sent  to  bed  an  hour  or  two  before  his 
time  going  upstairs  and  at  every  third  step 
shouting  out,  "  I  don't  care  1  I  don't  ca-are  I  I 
do-on't  ca-a-a-arel"  and  then  he  lay  down  at 
the  top  of  the  stairs  and  kicked  and  yelled. 
That  reminded  him  very  forcibly  of  the  hononr- 
able member  for  Wairarapa.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  lay  down  and  kicked  at  him 
— metaphorically  of  course — and  yelled,  calling 
out  between,  "I  don't  care."  If  this  was 
the  honourable  gentleman's  method  of  show- 
ing how  totally  indifferent  he  was,  he  oould 
only  say  he  did  not  think  it  would  oany  con- 
viction to  the  breast  of  any  one,  except  per- 
haps the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 
Now  for  one  or  two  of  the  allegations  of  the 
honourable   gentleman.     He   complained,   of 
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course,  that  he  (Hi.  Beeves)  did  not  adheie 
strictly  to  the  facts;  aod  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  that  statement  proceeded, 
m  the  course  of  his  remarks,  first  of  all  to 
accuse  him  of  making  attacks  on  the  Waira- 
tapa  landowners,  and,  in  particular,  of  making 
reference  to  one  young  man  who  had  not  fed 
some  swaggers,  and  then  said,  speaking  on  his 
honour,  that  he  had  made  no  reference  to  his 
doing  so — that  he  was  not  referring  to  anything 
he  (Hr.  Reeves)  had  said. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  did  not  say  that  his  state- 
ments were  made  "  on  his  honour."  He  (Mr. 
Speaker)  had  put  that  interpretation  on  it,  be- 
cause honourable  members  were  always  sup- 
posed to  answer  on  their  honour  to  questions  he 
put  to  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  Mr.  Speaker  would 
have  ruled  him  out  of  order  had  be  gone  out- 
side the  rules  of  debate,  and  it  was  not  for  the 
Minister  to  practically  question  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  was  not  questioning 
Mr.  Speaker's  ruling — he  (Mr.  Speaker)  could 
do  nothing  but  what  he  had  done.  But  he 
{Mr.  Reeves)  had  a  right  to  refer  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman  —  to  say 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said  about 
him ; — that  he  had  accused  him  of  making  a 
reference  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Wairarapa 
district.  The  honourable  gentleman  made  a 
vigorous  attack  on  him  because  he  had  made 
those  remarks,  and  then  said  he  was  not  re- 
ferring to  anything  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  had  said 
this  session.  The  honourable  gentleman  knew 
absolutely  that  he  had  never  referred  on  any 
other  occasion  except  the  other  day  to  the 
larger  landowners  in  the  Wairarapa.  Yet  he 
Allowed  Mr.  Speaker  to  put  him  on  his  honour, 
and  to  accept  his  wora  that  he  was  not  re- 
ferring to  what  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  bad  said  this 
session.  What  was  the  honourable  member's 
honour  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that  is  a 
reflection  that  should  be  made  on  a  member 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  withdraw  it  and  merely 
put  it  as  a  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  would  go  into 
Hantard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Minister  had  with- 
drawn the  expression. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  absolutely  indifferent  to  anything  he 
could  say.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
went  on,  not  satisfied  with  that,  to  assure  the 
House  that  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  had  written  a 
certain  article  in  the  New  Zealand  Times.  He 
had  never  written  that  article — he  did  not  write 
ft  solitary  word  of  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BEEVES  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man not  to  interrupt  him  in  the  few  minutes  at 
bis  disposal.  He  asked  honourable  members 
whether  they  could  put  any  other  construction 
on  the  honourable  gentleman's  words  except 
that  he  plainly  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  had 
written  the  article,  and  asked  everybody  in  the 


House  to  believe  it.  He  read  it  as  having 
emanated  from  his  pen,  he  criticized  it  as 
coming  from  him,  and  referred  to  the  similarity 
of  certain  sentences  to  the  style  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  he  usually  indulged. 
Would  it  surprise  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
know  that  he  did  not  write  a  single  word  of  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  Are  you  on  your 
honour  7 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  was,  and  he  was  quite 
sure  that  his  word  on  a  question  like  that 
would  be  accepted  by  almost  everybody  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  accepted  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  statement. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  so  much  as  to  the  lead- 
ing article.  And  as  to  his  previous  attacks  on 
the  large  landowners  of  the  Wairarapa,  be  had 
never  taken  occasion  to  attack  the  large  land- 
owners of  the  Wairarapa.  With  the  exception 
of  his  remarks  the  other  day  he  had  never 
made  any  reference  to  the  large  landowners  of 
that  important  district.  He  must  not  refer  to 
what  he  had  said ;  but,  with  regard  to  anything 
he  might  have  said,  he  did  not  withdraw  one 
single  jot  or  iota  of  it,  and  whatever  he  had 
said  was  thoroughly  well  deserved  and  abso- 
lutely true.  What  he  did  say  now  was  that 
land -monopoly  was  the  parent  of  the  unem- 
ployed and  the  swagger  system.  The  land- 
monopoly  was  the  great  cause  of  the  "  un- 
employed "  difficulty,  and  until  they  struck  a 
blow  at  that  monopoly  which  would  break  it 
up  and  put  an  end  to  it  they  would  never  have 
an  end  to  this  continual  "  unemployed  "  cry 
winter  after  winter,  and  the  bitter  distress  they 
saw  in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — In  Christchuroh  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  Yes,  in  Christohnroh, 
because  if  ever  there  was  a  place  where  the 
"unemployed"  difficulty  was  the  result  of 
land-monopoly  and  the  looking-up  of  huge 
areas  of  land  it  was  the  unfortunate  Province 
of  Canterbury,  and  there  was  not  a  single  Can- 
terbury man  present  in  the  House  who  would 
venture  to  deny  that.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man complained  of  him  because  he  "  carted  " 
his  Canterbury  constituents  all  over  the  oolong, 
and  damped  them  down  in  various  districts  in 
order  to  secure  his  return  at  the  elections. 
The  answer  to  that  was  this :  So  far  from 
popularising  himself  by  his  dealings  with  the 
unemployed  in  Chnstchurch  for  election  pur- 
poses, it  was  his  absolute  and  stiS  refusiJ  to 
do  what  the  men,  at  a  mass  meeting,  demanded 
at  the  last  election — and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Avon  could  bear  him  out  in  this — 
which  brought  upon  him  a  storm  of  abuse 
and  a  series  of  hostile  resolutions  passed  at 
their  meetings. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— That  is  absolutely  true. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  was  because  he  would 
not  do  insane,  unjust,  and  reckless  things,  and 
promise  everything  he  was  asked,  that  those 
men  met  by  hundreds  at  mass  meetings  and 
again  and  again  passed  resolutions  condemna- 
tory of  him,  to  the  great  delight  of  his  political 
antagonists.  Yet  the  honourable  gentleman 
qnoted  his  own  words — played  the  old  trick  of 
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inoomplete  quotation — picked  out  a.  sentence 
liere  and  there  of  his  speech  to  make  honour- 
able members  believe  that  he  had  promised  to 
do  everything  those  mass  meetings  might  ask, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  do  everything  for 
them.  He  would  inform  the  House  that  what 
they  asked  of  him  be  absolutely  refused  to  do 
on  that  occasion.  The  honourable  member  for 
Avon  knew  that  what  he  was  saying  was  true. 
The  fact  that  be  had  to  put  Canterbury  unem- 
ployed at  work  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
was  due  not  to  anything  he  might  have  done, 
but  to  the  inexorable  logic  of  circumstances. 
The  Christchurcb  unemployed  could  not  be  put 
on  works  in  their  own  district  because  there 
were  no  works  to  put  them  on>  The  whole  of 
the  public-works  expenditure  of  the  colony  had 
for  many  years  been  carried  on  outside  the 
Oanterbury  District;  and  yet  the  taxpayers 
of  Canterbury  and  Christchurcb,  yetw  after 
year,  had  to  contribute  an  enormous  sum  in 
order  that  public  woiks  in  Auckland,  Welling- 
ton, and  Otago  might  be  carried  on,  not  out  of 
local  revenue,  but  out  of  colonial.  Yet  when  a 
few  sections  of  these  men  were  put  on  works  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  on  works  for  which 
not  the  local  taxpayers  in  those  districts  had 
to  pay,  but  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony,  then, 
because  he  gave  those  unfortunate  men  a 
share  in  the  work  allowed  to  their  neighbours, 
he  was  a  truckler  and  a  demagogue.  It 
was  impossible  to  do  anything  else  than  see 
that  the  employment  on  the  public  works 
of  the  colony  was  as  fairly  divided  as  possible 
amongst  the  deserving  poor  in  all  parts  of 
the  colony,  without  reference  to  any  particu- 
lar locality ;  and,  inasmuch  as  last  year  it 
was  notorious  that  the  "  unemployed  "  distress 
was  greater  in  Canterbury  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony,  so  for  two  or  three  months 
last  winter  a  large  number  had  to  be  sent  from 
Canterbury  to  works  in  other  places.  But,  so 
far  from  these  258  being  sent  to  Southland  and 
the  North  Island,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  lead  the  House  to  believe,  tbe  greater 
part  were  sent  to  Cheviot,  and  to  Mount  Cook, 
and  others  to  the  Bealey,  on  the  West  Coast 
Bead,  between  Christchurcb  and  Hokitika, 
while  only  a  few  were  sent  to  Southland  and  the 
Korth  Island.  With  regard  to  the  statements 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  that  he  bad 
«  carted  "  unemployed  into  the  Wairarapa  and 
afterwards  turned  tbem  into  the  road  to  starve, 
that  he  absolutely  denied :  the  statement  was 
without  a  shadow  of  foundation  in  fact.  A 
very  considerable  number  from  Ghristchurch 
bad  been  put  on  public  works  in  the  last  few 
months,  but  not  in  the  Wairarapa  ;  tbey  had 
been  put  on  public  works  at  Woodvillo,  and 
these  men  were  not  turned  out  to  starve  after 
being  kept  on  for  a  little  time.  They  had  a 
iau: — more  than  fair — a  liberal  term  of  work 
given  them,  so  as  to  enable  them  not  only 
to  defray  the  cost  of  going  up  there,  but  to 
transmit  money  to  their  wives  and  families, 
and  even,  if  they  were  careful  and  prudent  and 
skilful,  to  lay  a  little  aside  for  a  rainy  day,  or 
to  enable  them  to  go  and  look  for  work  else- 
where without  starving.  No  doubt  there  bad 
Mr.  Beeves 


been  a  considerable  number  of  unemployed  men 

foing  about  asking  for  work  in  the  Wairarapa. 
t  was  always  a  fact  that  in  hard  winters,  in 
districts  where  the  country  groaned  under  th» 
curse  of  land-monopoly,  these  men  were  found 
going  around  from  station  to  station  asking  for 
work ;  but  he  said  this  was  the  result  of  land- 
monopoly,  and  not  of  anything  he  as  Minister 
of  Liaoour  had  done.  He  had  never  claimed 
that  the  Labour  Bureau  would  be  the  sole 
solution  of  the  labour  problem,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  quite  unjustly  said 
of  him.  He  hsid  positively  stated  again  and 
again  that  it  could  not  be  so  —  that  it  was 
only  a  palliative,  and  that  all  the  IJabour 
Bureau  could  do  was  to  see  that  such  work 
as  there  was  should  be  distributed  amongst 
the  most  deserving,  and  that  while  there  was 
work  in  one  part  of  the  colony  waiting  for 
bauds  he  would  see  that  there  was  not  labour 
in  another  part  of  tbe  colony  waiting  for  work. 
So  far  from  proclaiming  that  the  Bureau  under 
his  management  would  put  an  end  to  the 
■■unemployed"  problem,  uiere  was  nothing  of 
tbe  kind  in  his  public  speeches  for  the  last  three 
years  and  a  half.  He  had  been  particularly 
careful  to  say  nothing  of  the  sort,  and  it  was 
not  many  months  since  he  had  tbe  whole  of 
his  speeches  examined  and  had  all  the  extracta 
referring  to  the  matter  cut  out,  and  these  he 
had  in  his  possession,  and  they  effectively  dis- 
proved the  ridiculous  statement  that  he  had 
claimed  that  under  the  Bureau  he  would  be  able 
to  give  work  to  everybody  that  wanted  it.  He 
had  always  said  he  could  not  do  anything  of  tbe 
sort.  The  honourable  gentleman,  of  course, 
quoted  from  a  speech  of  Lis  with  regard  to  the 
unemployed  of  Christchurcb;  but  be  should 
have  stated  that  it  was  delivered  last  year — 
that  tbe  facts  then  referred  to  were  the  facts  of 
last  year,  whereas  the  conditions  existing  in 
the  Wairarapa  were  conditions  arising  bom 
facts  which  occurred  within  tbe  present  year. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out,  as  a  matter 
of  personal  explanation,  that  what  he  had  said 
witlt  regard  to  the  quotation  he  made  from  the 
New  Zealand  Timei  was  that  he  felt  justified 
in  believing  that  it  was  written  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  and  that  be  did  not  think  tbe  honour- 
able gentleman  would  deny  having  written  the 
article.  He  believed  those  were  the  words  he 
used.  He  had  not  positively  stated  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  written  the  article, 
because  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that  the  answer  of  the 
Premier  to  the  question  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua,  with  reference  to 
sleepers  at  Cape  Foulwind,  was  in  one  sense 
fair,  but,  to  his  mind,  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
He  had  no  doubt  those  men  were  in  such  a 
position  that  it  was  a  work  of  necessity  for  tbem. 
They  wanted  something  more  than  sympathy 
— tbey  wanted  work.  He  also  wished  to  call 
attention  to  the  position  of  his  district  with  re- 
gard to  the  supply  of  sleepers.  He  represented 
a  part  of  the  colony  that  bad  to  depend  on  sup- 
plying sleepers  as  the  only  contract  work  they 
were  able  to  do.    There  was  a  great  number 
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of  these  isolated  places,  and  they  weie 
not  people  who  oould  move  ahout  and 
go  in  gearoh  of  woik  as  the  ordinary  workman 
oould  do.  Therefore  it  was  a  ueoessity  that 
Buoh  settlers  as  these  shonld  be  encouraged,  and 
should  have  a  fair  share  of  what  work  of  this 
kind  the  Government  had  to  offer.  Ho  called 
for  a  return  in  the  ordinary  way  on  this  subject, 
and  it  had  now  been  supplied  by  the  Kailway 
Department,  and  it  showed  conolusively,  to  his 
mind,  that,  so  far  sis  Marlborough  was  cou- 
oemed,  the  people  there  had  not  been  fairly 
treated  at  all.  They  only  got  the  crumbs  that 
fell  from  the  rich  man's  table :  that  was  about 
aH.  During  last  year  no  less  than  272,628 
sleepers  were  bought  and  ordered  by  the  de- 
partment, and  out  of  that  large  number  Marl- 
borough was  only  allowed  to  contribute  9,231, 
or  equal  to  about  one-thirtieth  of  the  whole  : 
that  was  all. 

An  Hon.   Membeb. — There  is   no   timber 
there. 

Mr.  MILLS  thought  he  would  be  able  to 
prove  that  they  had  far  better  timber  there 
than  what  any  other  part  of  the  colony  was 
now  supplying.  They  were  able  to  supply  from 
the  Sounds  a  class  of  timber  that  waa  un- 
equalled in  any  other  part  of  the  colony. 
An  Hon.  Membeb.— Question. 
Mr.  MILLS  said  there  was  no  question  about 
it.  There  was  no  birch  equal  to  that  which 
grew  in  the  forests  there,  take  it  in  any  way 
they  liked,  whether  for  strength,  solidity,  dura- 
bility, or  for  non-burning  quality.  They  could 
take  it  in  fifty  diSerent  ways,  and  they  would 
find  that  the  birch  from  the  Sounds  and  other 
parts  of  his  district  was  superior  to  any  class  of 
timber  that  was  now  being  supplied  to  the  Bail- 
way  Department. 

Mr.  QUIKNESS  said  it  rotted  and  decayed 
rather  too  quickly. 

Mr.  MILLS  denied  this  statement.  He  be- 
lieved the  honourable  gentleman's  district  was 
getting  a  far  greater  share  of  this  expenditure 
than  it  was  entitled  to,  and  the  most  of  the 
sleepers  purchased  last  year  came  from  the 
part  where  the  honourable  member  resided  ; 
— probably  that  was  why  they  rotted  and 
decayed  so  quickly.  He  was  going  to  ask 
how  it  had  been  proved  in  this  colony  that 
the  sleepers  made  from  silver-pine  were  equal 
or  superior  to  those  made  from  black-birch. 
There  had  not  been  any  experience  to  show 
that  they  were.  He  could  point  to  black- 
biroh  which  had  been  put  into  the  ground 
thirty  years  ago,  and  was  as  good  to-day  as  it 
was  when  first  used.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
there  was  no  inferior  birch ;  but  if  they  took 
the  average  quality  it  was  superior  for  the  pur- 

ries  of  railway-sleepers  to  any  other  timber  to 
found  in  the  colony,  and  he  challenged  con- 
tradiction from  any  one  who  had  experience  in 
timber.  Yet  there  were  less  than  ten  thousand 
sleepers  supplied  from  his  district.  What  was 
the  price  ?  The  price  was  fixed  at  28.  6d.  each, 
and  freight-charge  from  any  part  of  the  Sounds 
to  any  other  place  in  the  colony  averaged 
about  7d. — probably  6d.  in  large  quantities; 
bnt,  at,any  rate,  the  department  paid  7d.    For 
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the  timber  obtained  from  the  West  Coast  they 
paid  8d.  in  freight.     Now  let  them  contrast 
the    two.      Birch    sleepers    were    supplied    at 
Ss.  6d.,  which,  with  7d.  freight,  meant  3s.  Id. 
But  the  number  of  sleepers  purchased  at  Grey- 
mouth  and  Beefton  was  no  less  than  50,201, 
and   the  prices   paid  ranged   from   3s.   4d.  to 
4s.  3d.  each,  while  the  freight  was  8d.    Now,  if 
any  one  could  show  him  that  this  timber  was 
so  much   superior  in    quality  as   to  warrant 
the  colony  in  giving  this  difference  in  the  price 
he  was  open  to  conversion  on  that  point,  and 
would  admit  a  good  case  had  been  made  out. 
If  honourable  members   wished   for  proof  of 
what  he  had  stated  he  could  take  them  to  the 
Sounds  and  give  it  to  them.     He  only  wished 
the  sleepers  from  his  district  to  have  a  fair  trial, 
and  he  was  quite  sure  the  result  would  be  satis- 
factory.    These  sleepers,  in  some  instances, 
were    brought  down -hill  20  chains,  and  still 
they  could  be  purchased  at  2s.  6d.  each.     He 
claimed  some  consideration  for  the  people  in 
his  district,  because  the  people  who  were  bene- 
fited by  the  sale  of  these  sleepers  lived  in  such 
isolated  places  that  they  got  little  assistance 
from  the  Government ;  and,  if  by  these  means 
they  were  economizing  a  natural  product,  and 
at  the  same    time   supplying  a   really  good 
timber,   (he   Government   ought  to  purchase 
them.     It  would  have  been  of  very  material 
assistance  to  these  people ;   and   they  should 
have  benefited  by  it  last  year,  but  nothing  had 
resulted.     The  people  in  the  Sounds,  whom 
he  represented,  did  not  get  the  value  of  the 
sleepers  under  the  conditions  framed  by  the 
department.     In  .regard  to  the  silver-pine,  ho 
ha!d   no   wish   to    condemn  it  at   all,  but  he 
thought   they  ought  to   take  into   considera- 
tion what  effect  the  difference  in  climatic  con- 
ditions had  upon  various  timbers,  also  what 
length  of  time  they  were  used,  and  the  kind 
of   work  to  which  these  timbers    were   put. 
They  could  not  improve  upon  birch  for  putting 
in  the  ground.     Here  black-birch,  for  lasting 
qualities,   stood  next  to   totara — in  fact,  for 
some  purposes  was  much  better,  for  all  totara 
was  not  what  they  thought  it  was :   a  great 
deal  depended  on  its  age,  and  on  the  place  in 
which  it  grew.    That  had  just  the  same  effect 
as  they  knew  climate  had  upon  cereals  or  other 
products.     Therefore,  knowing  as  they  did  that 
this  timber  was  a  thoroughly  good,  substantial 
class  of  timber,  and  that  these  settlers  had  had 
very  little  help  during  the  public-works  policy, 
surely  the  department  could  assist  them  by 
taking  sleepers  from  them  when  they  were  re- 
quired, for  they  certainly  deserved  that  mea- 
sure   of    consideration.     He   hoped    that    the 
Government  would   see   their  way  to   resume 
this  employment.     Wiiat  would  be  the  number 
in  excess  of  present  requirements  ?    There  was 
no  great  quantity  on  hand,  and  he  ventured  to 
say,  if  the  timber  were  stacked  up  and  allowed 
to  season,  the  money  would  be  well  spent. 
And,  after  all,  the  amount  was  very  trifling  as 
compared  with  the  expenditure  that  went  on  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.    They  voted  £10,000 
to  start  a  State  farm  up  here,  while  the  people 
for  whom  he  was  speaking  were  self-reliant, 
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and  the  Government  might  well  extend  to 
them  the  kind  of  aaaistajioe  he  indicated. 
The  large  sum  of  money  he  mentioned  had 
been  expended  for  special  porposes,  and  he  was 
only  asking  that  a  moderate  sum  of  money 
should  be  applied  in  such  a  way  as  to  assist 
those  who  were  unemployed  to  improve  their 
position.  There  were  many  whose  only  means 
of  raising  money  was  by  the  use  of  this  timber. 
They  were  men  who  were  content,  some  of 
them,  to  work  as  miners  part  of  their  time,  and 
others  were  willing  to  struggle  along  in  other 
ways  so  long  as  they  could  make  a  bare  living. 
They  were  satisfied  even  if  they  were  not  able 
to  save  anything,  but  just  earned  sufficient  to 
make  ends  meet  as  best  they  could.  Therefore 
he  asked  the  consideration  of  the  House  to  the 
case  of  these  people,  and  he  hoped  the  Pre- 
mier would  take  their  claims  into  considera- 
tion, and  give  them  a  chance  to  work  again 
at  this  industry  as  soon  as  possible,  and  con- 
tinue it  for  some  years  to  come.  The  question 
of  ordering  a  few  thousand  sleepers  more  or 
less,  after  all,  meant  very  little  in  the  way  of 
expenditure,  so  that  there  need  be  no  trouble 
about  it  so  far  as  finance  was  concerned.  The 
colony  was  quite  equal  to  it,  and  the  claim 
of  these  people  was  a  genuine  one.  There  was 
no  other  place  from  which  they  could  remove 
the  timber  for  the  sleepers  with  the  same 
facilities  as  they  could  from  either  of  these  two 
Sounds,  and  yet,  as  he  had  shown,  the  price  paid 
wa^  much  lower  than  that  paid  for  the  sleepers 
obtained  from  the  West  Coast.  It  did  not 
matter  where  they  wished  to  send  them,  they 
could  ship  them  at  a  less  cost  there  than  from 
any  other  part  of  the  colony.  Therefore  he 
hoped  this  work  would  be  resumed. 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  wished  to  emphasize  and 
indorse  what  the  Minister  of  Labour  had  said 
with  reference  to  the  position  of  the  unem- 
ployed in  Christcharoh  during  the  past  winter. 
He  could  assure  members  of  the  House  that  it 
was  pitiable  to  know  that  in  this  colony,  which 
ought  with  ease  to  sustain  three  or  four  times  its 
present  population,  scores  of  men  and  women 
in  that  city,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had  been  on 
the  verge  of  starvation.  He  hoped,  in  view  of 
the  facts  related  to  tbem,  honourable  members 
would  endeavour  to  give  their  best  consideration 
to  some  scheme  to  meet  this  difficulty  in  the 
future,  and  also  that  the  Ministry  would  give 
this  matter  theix  earnest  consideration  during 
the  recess.  He  felt  that  something  more  defi- 
nite was  needed  to  be  done  to  cope  with  the 
distress  which  from  year  to  year  seemed  to 
be  inevitable  in  the  large  centres.  What  he 
wished  more  particularly  to  refer  to  was  his 
own  question  with  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Zealand.  He  had  to  thank  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  for  his  courteous  answer.  He  (Mr. 
O.  J.  Smith)  was  only  sorry  it  was  not  satisfac- 
tory. He  agreed  with  him  it  would  be  very 
unwise  that  the  private  a&airs  of  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Zealand,  or  of  individuals  connected  with 
that  bank,  should  be  brought  up  and  discussed 
on  the  floor  of  the  House.  His  question  went 
in  the  direction  of  looking  after  the  solvency  of 
that  institution.  He  felt  certain  that  the  oon- 
Mr.  UiOa 


neotion  of  Kew  Zealand  with  Australia,  so  fa; 
as  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  concerned, 
had  been  a  disastrous  one.    He  felt  certain  that 
the  Australian  business  was  one  that  the  bank 
would  be  very  much  better  without,  and  that 
was  the  reason  why  he  had  put  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper.     He  could  not  agree  with  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that,  after  appointing  the 
President  of  the  bank,  there  the  responsibility 
of  the  House  ceased.    The  House,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Ministry,  had  guaran- 
teed the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
to  the  extent  of  two  millions  sterling.    Having 
given  this  guarantee,  it  was  now  for  the  House 
to   say  upon    what   business   lines   the    bank 
should  be  carried  on.   All  he  desired,  in  putting 
this  question,  was  that  a  return  should  be  lAid 
before  the   House  next  session  which  would 
show   in  globo   the   actual   business  relation 
between  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand  and  the 
Australian  Colonies,  so  that  the  House  could 
then  judge  whether  it  was  wise  for  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Ze^and  to  continue  carrying  on  its  bank- 
ing business  in  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies. 
In  his  opinion,  had  such  a  return  for  the  laat 
few  years  been  laid  on  the  table  the  Honse 
could  have  come  to  only  one  conclusion.    How- 
ever, as  the  Treasurer  seemed  to  think  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  interfere  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  he  only 
hoped  the  President  would  exercise  great  care 
and  discretion  in  the  management  of  that  bank, 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  Australian  business 
being  such  as  he  (Mr.  Smith)  thought  it  was, 
endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  any  business  being 
transacted  in  connection  with  those  colonies. 
Then,  about  the  tariff  revision,  the  Treasurer 
could  not  have  understood  the  drift  of  the  ques- 
tion.   He  did  not  ask  for,  nor  did  the  Tariff 
Revision  Comimittee  report  in  favour  of  the 
House  undertaking,  a  revision  of  the  tarifi  this 
session.    To  the  best  of  his  recollection,  there 
were  two  reports.    The  one  went  in  favour  of 
colonial  reciprocity,  and  the  other  was  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission  during  the  recess 
to  go  into  the  question  of  tariff  revision.    He 
was  very  anxious  that  before  the  House  sepa- 
rated they  should  have  a  definite  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  this 
matter.     What  he  did  contend  for  was  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  so  that  the  ques- 
tion of  tarifi  revision  could  be  dealt  with  in 
the  early  stages  of  next  session,  and  he  was 
sorry  the  Government  had  not  had  time  to 
consider  the  two  reports  he  had  mentioned,  so 
that  they  could  inform  the  House  of  the  de- 
cision they  had  come  to.      He  took  it  that 
unless  the  members  representing  the  mtmufao- 
turing  districts  of  the  colony  got  some  very 
decided  assurance  from  the  members  of  the 
Ministry  on  this  very  important  question  before 
the  House  prorogued  they  would  be  neglect- 
ing the  interests  of  theix  constituencies.    He 
thought,  in  view  of  the  legislation  they  had 
before  the  House  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
settlers, — with  which  to  a  large  extent  he  agreed, 
— they  were  justified  in  a^ing  the  members 
of  the  Ministry  to  do  justice  to  the  cities,  the 
workers  in  the  cities,  and  the  manafacturets 
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of  the  colony.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
some  relief  should  be  given  in  the  direction 
of  a  revi-slon  of  the  tariff,  so  as  to  foster  and 
encourage  our  industries.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  encourage  farming,  and  he  thought  it  wEks 
absolutely  necessary  to  do  so;  but,  where  a 
farmer  kept  four  or  five  men  employed,  a  manu- 
facturer employed  ten  or  twenty,  and  if  they 
could  get  their  manufactories  on  a  good  foot- 
ing it  would  give  an  impetus  to  trade,  and 
would  tend  very  largely  to  solve  the  labour 
question.  He  hoped  that  before  the  House  pro- 
rogued the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  bo  able 
to  say  what  steps  the  Ministry  intended  to  take 
with  reference  to  the  tariff.  He  regretted  the 
Premier  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  present 
time,  as  he  wished  to  make  one  or  two  remarks 
on  the  first  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that,  in  his  answer  to 
the  question,  the  Premier  should  have  thought 
the  question  bad  any  personal  bearing.  There 
were  charges  made  against  the  Police  Depart- 
ment— very  serious  charges  indeed — not  only 
by  a  gentleman  who  wrote  under  a  nom  de 
pluvu,  but  in  leading  articles  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  colony.  The  letter  was  sent  to 
him,  and  his  attention  drawn  to  it,  and  ho  con- 
sidered he  was  quite  within  his  rights  in  asking 
the  Minister  of  Defence  whether  those  charges 
were  true.  All  the  Minister  had  to  say  was 
that  he  had  inquired  into  them  and  found  that 
they  were  incorrect.  He  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith) 
was  prevented  reading  the  letter  at  the  time. 
He  did  not  wish  to  read  it  now,  further  than  to 
say  the  two  charges  referred  to  the  Premier 
were  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  letter. 
The  other  charges  were  as  follow : — 

"  (1)  Two  bars  are  allowed  under  one  roof  in 
several  hotels  in  Christchurch  and  Lyttelton, 
which  is  illegal  unless  under  special  condi- 
tions; (2)  several  hotels  in  Christchurch  are 
connected  with  tobacconists'  shops  by  means 
of  through  communication." 

These  were  the  two  charges  to  which  his  at- 
tention was  directed,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
whether  such  a  state  of  things  existed.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  Minister  of  Defence  had 
received  a  report  from  the  Christchurch  officer, 
or  simply  from  the  head  of  the  department  in 
Wellington;  but  these  charges  were  continu- 
ally reiterated  in  the  newspapers  of  the  colony. 
They  had  been  in  the  Christchurch  papers  again 
and  again :  and  not  only  were  charges  made 
with  regard  to  the  liquor-traffic,  hut  there  was 
a  charge  made  that  the  political  element  per- 
meated the  management  of  the  department  bo 
strongly  as  to  canse  the  removal  of  some  of  the 
men.  The  charge  was  reiterated  from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other,  and  in  case  the 
Premier  did  not  know  it  he  should  like  to  say 
that  he  had  again  and  again  had  information 
supplied  to  him  of  very  strong  dissatisfaction 
existing  among  members  of  the  Force.  His 
only  desire  in  pntting  the  question  was  that  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  department  should 
inquire  into  the  matter  and  find  out  whe- 
ther the  charges  were  true,  and  also  that  ho 
should  know  that  there  was  dissatisfaction  in 
the  Force ;  that  the  men  complained  of  the 


method  of  promotion,  and  of  the  political 
influence  especially.  He  hoped,  if  he  had 
to  put  any  further  question  on  this  matter  on 
the  Order  Paper,  the  Premier  would  consider 
that  it  was  dealing  with  the  department,  and 
that  in  future  he  would  treat  him  with  a  little 
more  courtesy. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  some  points  referred  to  by  honour- 
able members.  The  answer  he  had  given 
that  afternoon,  he  regretted,  had  not  given 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
satisfaction ;  but,  after  the  views  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  expressed  on  this  matter, 
he  (Mr.  Ward)  wished  now  to  refer  more  speci- 
fically and  fully  to  the  question  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  carrying  on  business  in  Australia. 
He  pointed  out  that  afternoon  that  the  Qo- 
vernment  would  not  interfere  in  the  way  of 
directing  the  President  either  in  the  matter 
of  suggesting  that  the  bank  should  withdraw 
from  Australia  and  cease  operations  there,  or 
that  he  should  have  returns  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  showing  what  business  the  bank 
was  carrying  on  in  any  part  of  Australia.  The 
reasons  for  this  refusal  would  be  obvious  to 
any  honourable  gentleman  who  was  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  business  affairs.  In  the  first 
place,  he  would  point  out  that  it  was  not  re- 
cently that  this  bank  had  started  operations  in 
Australia.  It  had  carried  on  business  in  Aus- 
tralia for  many  years  past — ^he  could  not  say 
how  many — -and  he  should  say  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  every  honourable  member  must 
know  it  would  be  impossible,  even  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  foolish  enough  to  direct  it,  that  all 
its  business  operations  in  Australia  should  cease. 
It  was  impossible  that  these  operations  should 
cease  without  the  bank  doing  itself  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  injury,  and  possibly  in- 
curring heavy  loss.  That  ought  to  be  clear  to 
every  honourable  member.  But  with  a  large 
and  important  institution  like  this  there  was 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  not  doing  business 
entirely  in  this  colony.  He  admitted  that  had 
the  guarantee  been  given  originally,  before  the 
bank  had  commenced  business  in  places  out- 
side the  colony,  then  it  would  have  been  a 
proper  thing  to  direct  that  its  business  should 
not  proceed  beyond  certain  places;  but  it  would 
be  an  impossibility  for  it  to  cease  doing  busi- 
ness now  in  Australia  without  doing  itself  a 
great  deal  of  harm.  For  instance,  it  was  well 
known  that  the  Australian  Colonies  had  parsed 
through  a  terrible  financial  crisis,  the  results 
of  which  would  bo  felt  probably  for  many  years 
to  come.  Many  years  would  elapse  before 
those  colonies  could  overcome  the  difficulties 
into  which  they  had  fallen.  It  might  be  likely 
that  business  was  carried  on  which  had  been 
taken  up  years  ago,  and  which  required  foster- 
ing until  the  bad  times  hod  passed.  That 
being  so,  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  ask  that 
directions  should  be  given  by  the  Government 
that  the  bank  should  now  cease  operations  in 
Australia.  If  it  were  prudent  to  cetwe  busi- 
ness there,  it  should  be  done  when  things  were 
prosperous,  so  that  the  bank  could  get  out  with- 
out loss  or  sacrifice. 
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Mr.  a.  3.  SMITH  said  he  did  not  say  that. 
He  asked  for  a  return  to  be  kept,  so  as  to  judge 
of  the  business  being  done  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WABD  said  there  was  a  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  asking  whether  directions  would 
be  given  to  have  a  separate  account  kept  show- 
ing profit  and  loss  in  Australia,  and  so  on.  He 
thought  the  honourable  member  would  see  that 
ii  this  system  were  to  bo  adopted  because  the 
colony,  owing  to  a  crisis  impending  here,  felt 
it  was  essential  to  give  a  guarantee — if  this 
system  were  adopted,  of  having  returns  laid 
on  the  table,  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was 
no  telling  what  harm  would  be  done  to  the 
institution.  The  Government  had  appointed 
a  President,  and  they  had  also  to  appoint  an 
Auditor,  both  of  whom  were  to  represent  the 
colony ;  and  they  should  trust  these  two  gentle- 
men to  see  that  the  affairs  of  the  bank  were 
80  conducted  as  to  insure  the  best  possible 
results  being  attained ;  and,  having  taken  the 
necessary  safeguards,  they  should  not,  as  re- 
quested— no  doubt  with  the  best  intentions — ^by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  have  the  affairs  of 
the  institution  dragged  out  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  by  returns  as  to  the  class  of  business 
done,  to  be  published  to  the  world,  for  rival  in- 
stitutions whose  affairs  were  not  subjected  to 
publicity  to  make  use  of  and  take  advantage 
of ;  and  if  they  complied  with  the  honourable 
gentleman's  request  it  would  not  only  be  an 
injury  to  the  bank,  but  to  the  colony,  and 
that  was  what  they  ought  to  avoid. 

Mr.  BELL. — Tell  us  at  once  what  you  are 
going  to  do. 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  satisfy  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  was 
now  dealing  with  the  particular  view  put  forth 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
City  —  rightly  so,  he  admitted;  but  he  was 
trying  to  define  what  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  so  far  as  this  institution  was  con- 
cerned. He  believed,  and  the  Government  be- 
lieved, that,  with  the  President  they  had 
appointed,  this  institution  should  bo  allowed 
to  conduct  its  business  in  the  ordinary  way. 
They  ought  not  to  hamper  it ;  they  ought  not 
to  keep  up  a  continuous  reference  to  it  by 
continually  discussing  its  affairs  on  the  floor 
of  that  House.  That  ought  to  be  avoided. 
So  far  as  the  Government  were  concerned, 
they  intended  to  place  upon  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  them  the  fullest  trust,  and  the 
responsibility  that  rested  on  their  shoulders 
should  be  sufficient  to  cause  them  to  be  careful 
in  the  administration  of  the  bank's  affairs. 
Owing  to  an  impending  crisis,  the  Government 
found  it  necessary  to  come  to  the  bank's  rescue ; 
but,  for  all  that,  it  ought  not  to-  be  the  policy  of 
the  House  to  keep  up  a  continuous  agitation 
concerning  the  affairs  and  the  business  of  the 
institution.  No  monetary  institution  could 
prosper  under  such  conditions.  Such  a  course 
would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  injuring  this 
institution,  but  of  injuring  any  institution 
carrying  on  business  in  the  colony.  He  would 
be  at  all  times  prepared  to  give  the  fullest  infor- 
mation that  it  was  proper  to  impart  to  honour- 
able gentlemen ;  but  it  was  a  serious  mistake 


on  the  part  of  the  House  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  information  which,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  could  do  no  good,  and  was 
calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  Now, 
referring  to  the  turifi,  he  heard  one  or  two 
observations  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  with  regret.  He  raised 
the  question  of  town  verstts  country,  and  said 
that  farmers  employed  very  few  men  compared 
with  mE^nufacturers,  and  that  farmers  were 
receiving  more  consideration  than  traders  were. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
agree  that,  while  the  manufacturers  were  un- 
doubtedly doing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the 
cities,  and  their  interests  should  be  forwarded 
in  every  possible  way,  without  the  producers  of 
the  country  these  manufacturers  would  not  be 
able  to  do  very  much  good ;  and  when  he  re- 
ferred to  the  fact  that  the  latter  were  employing 
ten  or  twenty  men,  as  against  four  or  five  in 
the  country,  the  honourable  gentleman  entirely 
lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  hundreds  of  men 
were  employed  in  handling  the  products  after 
they  came  from  the  soil,  and  when  they  had 
passed  out  of  the  farmers'  heinds  altogether. 
There  were  a  much  greater  number  of  farmers, 
too,  employing  labour  compared  with  the  manu- 
facturers. There  were  a  great  number  of 
farmers  who  employed  men,  aggregating  a  very 
large  number.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wanted  to  obtain  what  he  desired  for  the  cities 
he  must  obtain  the  support  of  the  country 
members,  and,  if  he  was  going  to  oppose  the 
country  members,  when  be  wanted  to  obtain 
some  very  important  concessiou  for  the  cities 
the  country  members  would  oppose  him.  As 
in  most  other  things  there  must  be  a  give-and- 
take  policy.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
be  prepared  to  assist  country  representatives, 
and  no  doubt  they  would  be  prepared  to  do 
what  was  just  and  right  to  the  cities.  He  knew 
that  the  tariff  was  a  pressing  matter  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  district,  and  in  other 
districts ;  but,  from  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man saw  on  the  Tariff  Committee,  he  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  evidence  pointed  to 
the  fact  that  when  this  question  camo  up  to  be 
dealt  with  it  would  take  a  couple  of  months 
to  get  the  tariff  satisfactorily  amended ;  and, 
knowing  what  he  did,  be  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  accuse  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  want  of  proper  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter. For  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  wotdd 
be  prepared  to  see  an  independent  session  held 
to  consider  this  question ;  but  in  the  last  days 
of  the  session  to  expect  the  tariff  could  come 
up  for  settlement  was  about  as  possible  as  it 
would  be  to  convert  New  Zealand  into  a  de- 
sert, which  would  be  next  to  an  impossibility. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BHjL. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving.  That  the  report  of 
the  Conference  on  this  Bill  be  agreed  to,  scud 
the  agreement  arrived  at  was,  in  effect,  as  fol- 
lows :  The  principal  point  of  disagreement  was 
with  the  action  of  the  Council,  in  clause  2,  in 
striking  out  from  the  Bill,  and  the  operation  of 
the  Bill,  all  shops  in  which  no  assistants  worked 
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for  hire.  That  exception  had  now  been  very 
much  cnt  down.  The  exception  was  now  limited 
to  shops  the  business  of  which  was  bcmd  fide 
owned  by  a  shopkeeper  of  New  Zealand  or 
European  birth  or  descent,  who  worked  it  either 
by  himself  or  with  his  wife,  or  with  the  aid  of  his 
wife  and  children  under  eighteen  years  of  age. 
This,  of  course,  greatly  limited  the  operation  of 
the  clause,  and  in  particular  cut  out  from  the 
exemption  the  whole  of  the  Chinese  shops. 
Very  reluctantly  indeed  he  had  thought  it 
better  to  accept  the  amendment  as  so  reduced. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  Bill,  in  the 
form  in  which  he  was  now  going  to  ask  the 
House  to  agree  to  it,  was  altogether  satisfactory : 
in  fact,  he  thought  it  was  not ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  quite  as  good  a  Bill  as  they  had  any 
chance  of  passing  at  the  present  time.  Indeed, 
he  rather  doubted  whether  they  would  have 
much  chance  of  passing  a  better  Bill  during 
this  Parliament.  Ho  hardly  thought  it  fair  to 
<isk  the  House  to  go  on  from  year  to  year  send- 
ing up  their  original  Bill  only  to  have  it  rejected 
again  and  again,  and  possibly  not  passed  into 
law  unless  the  next  general  election  indorsed  it 
once  more.  So,  reluctantly,  he  was  going  to 
ask  the  House  to  accept  the  Bill.  Other- 
wise, the  Conference  was  quite  satisfactory. 
The  exemption  of  hairdressers  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
Council.  They  wore  now  in  the  same  category 
as  butchers  and  fruiterers.  The  verbal  amend- 
ments in  clause  9  were  agreed  to  without 
opposition.  The  clause  with  regard  to  bonks 
and  commercial  offices  had  been  altered  so  as 
to  inake  it  workable.  Under  the  clause  as  it 
now  stood  these  offices  would  be  allowed 
exemption  from  the  Act  during  two  half-yearly 
periods  of  four  weeks  each,  so  as  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  carrying  out  their 
half-yearly  balances.  During  the  other  months 
the  clerks  would  leave  at  five  o'clock  on  ordi- 
naiy  days,  and  at  one  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  half- 
holiday  of  the  week ;  except  on  six  days  of 
the  month,  when  they  might  either  continue 
at  work  or  return  to  work  for  a  period  of  three 
hours.  That  was  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood,  and, 
for  the  reasons  he  had  given,  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  accept  the  compromise  arrived  at  by 
the  Conference. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FACTORIES  BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES  moved.  That  the  House  agree 
with  the  report  of  the  Conference  on  the 
Factories  Bill.  As  the  House  knew,  there 
were  about  six  different  points  on  which  they 
disagreed  with  the  action  of  the  Council.  On 
all  of  these,  with  one  exception,  the  Council 
had  accepted  what  the  House  had  asked.  On 
the  one  point,  and  that  an  important  one,  the 
Council  had  disagreed,  and  stood  firm,  and 
the  Managers  for  the  House  bad  given  way. 
In  clause  20  factory  returns  to  be  made  by 
factory -owners  had  been  made  to  extend  to 
the  earnings  of  piece-workers  as  well  as  the 
wages  of  time-workers.  In  clause  54,  a  certain 
subsection,  which  had  been  put  in  for  reasons 
of  health  in  regard  to  women  workers,  had  been 


reinstated  by  the  Council.  In  clause  54  also, 
while  forty-eight  hours  had  been  retained  as 
the  maximum  time  which  women  and  young 
persons  could  work  during  a  week,  they  were 
allowed  to  begin  work  at  a  quarter  to  eight, 
instead  of  eight  o'clock  as  was  formerly  pro- 
posed ;  but  they  could  not  work  more  than  the 
same  amount  of  time  in  a  week.  He  believed 
that  was  put  in  in  order  to  meet  what  was 
customary  in  certain  factories.  Then,  in  the 
clause  which  prohibited  children  of  under  four- 
teen years  working  in  factories  at  all,  honour- 
able gentlemen  would  remember  the  Council 
had  put  in  a  proviso  allowing  children  to  work  by 
special  permit  from  the  Inspector.  The  House 
had  asked  that  this  permit  should  be  allowed 
only  in  the  cose  of  very  small  factories,  and  the 
Council  had  agreed.  The  Council  hfid  agreed 
that  it  should  apply  only  in  the  case  of  factories 
where  not  more  than  three  persons  were  work- 
ing, and  then  only  by  special  permission  of  the 
Inspector.  Then,  clause  63,  relating  to  com- 
bined shops  and  factories,  had  been  altered  as 
the  House  desired.  The  House  would  remem- 
ber that  the  Council  wished  that,  where  a 
factory-owner  worked  a  shop,  he  should  be 
allowed  to  close  the  factory  on  the  legal  shop- 
hours  holiday.  The  House  wished  exactly  the 
reverse  —  that  the  factory-owner  should  be 
allowed  to  close  his  shop  on  the  factory  holi- 
day. That  hod  been  done,  with  the  alterna- 
tive that  he  might  close  up  on  Saturday  after- 
noon,— which,  of  course,  was  just  what  the 
House  wanted.  Then,  there  was  a  certain 
verbal  amendment  relative  to  fruit-  and  flsh- 
shops  agreed  to.  With  regard  to  clause  64, 
which  the  Council  struck  out,  the  Managers 
for  the  House  had  given  way,  and  agreed  that 
it  should  remain  struck  out.  That  was  the 
clause  by  which  it  was  attempted  to  extend  the 
factory  half-holiday  from  women  and  young 
persons  to  adult  males.  Ho  had  not  expected 
the  Council  would  give  way  on  that,  and  they 
had  stood  firm ;  but,  as  the  Managers  for  the 
House  had  got  their  way  with  the  other  amend- 
ments, and  as  probably  the  better  place  for 
regulating  the  hours  of  adult  male  labour  was 
the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  they  hod  given  way,  and 
he  asked  the  House  to  agree  to  the  report  on 
the  Bill. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

AUDIT  OFFICE  AND  PUBLIC  TRUST 
OFFICE. 

ADJODRNSD  DEBATE. 

Mr.  WARD.— Sir,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  will  propose  a  motion  in  lieu  of  that 
which  was  circulated,  and  which  is  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Order  Paper.  I  propose  to  move, 
That  this  House,  having  considered  the  ques- 
tion referred  to  it  by  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-General  in  his  memorandum  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  3rd  instant,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  audit  of  the  accounts  at  the  Public  Trust 
Office  Department  need  not  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  reason  of  the  difference  which  arose 
between  that  department  and  the  officer  con- 
ducting the  audit  of  the  accounts ;  that  the 
audit   should  now    be  proceeded  with :   and 
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the  House  will  refer  the  matter  in  dispute  to  a 
special  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  amendment  of  Sir 
Bobert  Stout  is  withdrawn,  and  the  original 
motion  withdrawn,  then  this  can  be  moved  as 
a  motion,  and  the  debate  will  commence  de 
novo. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  will  agree  to  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  say  "need  not  be 
interrupted,"  instead  of  "  need  not  have  been 
interrupted." 

Mr.  WABD. — It  has  been  interrupted,  and 
therefore  this  is  the  correct  language  to  use. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  amendment  with- 
drawn? 

Sir  R.  STOUT. — If  the  honourable  member 
accepts  that  slight  verbal  alteration.  It  is  only 
a  verbal  change.  If  the  honourable  member 
accepts,  it  I  will  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  have  read  the  motion,  and  I 
see  no  necessity  to  change  it. 

Mr.  BELL.— I  am  quite  willing  to  second 
the  proposal  which  the  Treasurer  has  just 
made  to  the  House. 

Motion,  That  the  original  words  stand  part 
of  the  question,  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  words  proposed  by 
Sir  Robert  Stout  to  be  added  be  so  added, 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said, — I  move  the  amend- 
ment which  has  been  read  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  I  should  take  this 
opportunity,  in  justice  to  the  Gontroller- 
Oeneral,  to  say  that  I  have  received  an  un- 
official communication  from  him.  Ho  wishes 
to  remove  from  my  mind  any  idea  that  the 
suspension  of  the  audit  of  the  Public  Trustee's 
accounts  was  of  a  permanent  character.  It 
was  only  temporary.  That  is  his  explanation, 
and  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  mention  that 
fact  to  the  House.  I  also  think,  myself,  that 
the  amendment  now  proposed  is  a  proper  one, 
as  we  are  called  upon  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  suspension  should  have  taken  place,  and, 
on  the  ground  that  has  been  stated  in  the 
Auditor-General's  memorandum,  I  do  not  think 
it  should  have  been;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
myself  and  colleagues  and,  I  Iielieve,  all  con- 
cerned feel  satisfied  that  the  Auditor-General 
took  the  course  ho  did  believing  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  do  so.  I  also  desire  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  Public  Trustee  is 
concerned,  ho  is  a  most  competent  and  efficient 
officer,  and  worthy  of  every  confidence.  He 
has  done  good  work  for  the  colony,  and  brought 
the  institution  into  a  very  efficient  state  ;  and 
under  the  circumstances  I  can  only  express  my 
regret  that  any  difficulty  should  have  occurred 
between  them.  As  the  suspension  has  taken 
place,  we  are  right  in  asking  why  it  has  taken 
place ;  but,  as  a  Select  Committee  is  to  be  set 
up  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  into  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  there  it  might  end. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Sir,  before  you  put  that 
amendment  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  generally.  I  would  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  matter 
had  it  not  been  for  the  violent  personal  attack 
Ur.  Ward 


made  upon  the  Publio  Trustee,  who  is  not  in 
a  position  to  reply,  and  therefore  the  attack 
mav  also  be  termed  a  cowardly  one. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man caimot  apply  that  term  to  members  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —  I  was  not  applying  it  to 
members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  was  the  only  inter- 

Eretation,  to  my  mind,  that  oould  be  put  on  the 
onourable  gentleman's  language — namely,  an 
attack  made  in  this  House  which  he  has  termed 
a  cowardly  attack. 

Sir.  PIRANI.  —  I  withdraw  the  word,  and 
will  say  the  plucky  attack  made  upon  the 
Public  Trustee  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Buchanan)  and  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthio) .  I  think  that  something  should  be  said 
in  reply  to  those  members  before  this  matter 
goes  to  the  vote.  Now,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  will  study  the  memorandum 
sent  to  Mr.  Speaker  by  the  Controller-General, 
he  will  see  that  the  only  reason  given  for  the 
suspension  of  the  important  functions  of  audit- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  Publio  Trust  Office  is 
that  the  gentleman  whose  duty  it  was  to  audit 
those  accounts  had  said  something  which  was- 
alleged  not  to  be  true ;  and  the  Auditor-General 
says  that  gentleman  is  incapable  of  telling 
an  untruth.  Now,  hitherto,  in  the  records  of 
history,  George  Washington  stood  alone  as  the 
gentleman  who  could  not  tell  a  lie ;  but  we 
have  an  improvement  upon  that  in  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Audit  Office,  who  is  incapable 
actually  of  telling  an  untruth.  If  the  gentle- 
man is  incapacitated  in  that  respect,  and  his 
incapacity  is  so  marked  as  to  necessitate  its  in- 
corporation in  a  State  document,  he  has  hardly 
the  force  of  character  to  undertake  such  a  duty 
as  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Trust 
Office.  Now,  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (SirR.  Stout)  stated  that  he  disagreed 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  officer  auditing 
these  accounts  should  be  changed.  But,  Sir, 
I  think  that  every  honourable  member  who  has 
read  the  report  of  the  Public  Trust  Commission 
of  1891  would  wonder  how  it  is  possible  that  an 
officer  against  whom  such  charges  were  proved 
as  were  made  in  this  Publio  Trust  Commission 
report  should  have  been  continued  in  the  duty 
of  auditing  these  accounts,  when  it  could  not 
but  have  been  known  that  he  was  a  man  who 
had  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  friction. 
His  being  continued  in  that  position  would  un- 
doubtedly have  a  detrimental  eSect  upon  the 
office,  and  could  not  but  unduly  harass  the 
officials  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
especially  if  they  made  any  alteration  in  the 
system  the  Audit  Inspector  had  hitherto  ap- 
proved. I  think  if  the  Auditor-General,  m 
1891,  after  that  very  condemnatory  report  had 
been  prepared,  had  changed  the  officer,  we 
should  not  have  had  occasion  for  this  matter 
being  brought  up  at  the  present  time ;  and  it 
is  indeed  a  pity  that  that  wise  policy  was 
not  pursued.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
charges  made  by  the  Auditor-General  against 
the  balance-sheets  of  the  Public  Trustee,  but 
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I  should  like  to  point  out  to  honooiable  mem- 
ben  that,  oi  all  the  eitots  which  the  Anditor- 
Oeneral  states  occur  in  the  accounts  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  no  less  than  130  of  them  turn 
on  a  mere  question  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
certain  vouciiors  should  have  been  initialled  by 
the  Publio  Trustee  or  should  have  been  left  as 
they  were  at  the  time.  That  is  a  sample  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Auditor-General  condemns  the 
balance-sheets  of  tbe  Publio  Trust  Office.  That 
sort  of  thing  seems  to  me  very  vexatious.  It  is 
pursued  under  the  idea  that  it  will  do  good  to 
the  public  service,  bat  it.  is  bound  to  be  detri- 
mental to  the  service,  and  will  simply  destroy 
altogether  the  departments  it  is  intended  to 
beue^t.  The  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  the  Auditor- 
General  was  the  least  to  blame  of  the  two  in 
this  matter.  Now,  anybody  who  has  read  the 
correspondence  carefully,  and  who  has  the  best 
knowledge  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  will  see 
that  tbe  whole  of  the  Auditor-General's  state- 
ments are  made  on  hearsay  evidence,  and  that 
they  depend  upon  the  a'ocuracy  of  the  Audit 
Inspector,  who  represents  the  Auditor-Qeneral ; 
and,  as  lowing  the  accuracy  of  that  gentle- 
man, we  have  statements  from  those  officers 
in  the  Public  Trust  Office  who  know  anything 
about  the  subject  that  the  Audit  Inspector 
aotoally  neglected  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant parts  of  his  duties ;  and  to  cover  up  that 
neglect  he  tried  to  beg  the  question  by  a  sub- 
terfuge. The  Audit  Inspector  has  been  proved 
capable  of  reporting  what  was  not  exactly  the 
fact,  and  therefore  I  say  that  the  whole  of  the 
charges  against  the  Public  Trustee,  being  based 
npon  that  officer's  report,  are  not  worth  the 
paper  they  are  written  on.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  also  told  us  that  "  the 
man  in  the  street " — he  afterwards  corrected  it 
to  business-men — that  "  the  man  in  the  street" 
had  told  him  what  was  to  be  the  report  of  the 
two  accountants  who  were  appointed  to  decide 
this  dispute  in  reference  to  the  Public  Trust 
accounts.  Who  were  the  men  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  that  dispute  7  One  was 
Mz.  Kember,  Skn  accountant  perhaps  of  the 
highest  standing  in  the  business  in  the  colony, 
a  man  who  is  a  political  opponent  of  the 
present  Government,  and  who  cannot  in  any 
sense  be  supposed  to  be  a  man  who  would  do 
what  he  was  told,  as  against  his  own  profes- 
sional reputation,  merely  to  please  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Public  Trustee.  That  is  the  man 
who  is  accused,  inferentially,  of  having  fur- 
nished a  "  cooked "  report  as  to  the  accounts 
and  books  of  the  Public  Trust  Office.  The 
other  gentleman  was  Mr.  Todd,  who  is  sin 
accountant  in  the  Civil  Service.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  standing  in  his  profession,  and 
one  who  has  done  good  service  to  the  colony 
a  man  who,  I  say,  far  more  than  the  Audit  In- 
spector, is  hardly  the  man  to  tell  an  untruth, 
especially  when  his  professional  reputation  is 
dependent  upon  it.  Those  are  the  two  men 
who,  we  are  to  presume,  if  we  rely  upon  tbe 
honourable  member  for  the  Wairarapa,  would 
present  a  "  cooked  "  report  to  this  House.  As 
to  the  inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  Pablio 


Trust  Office,  I  think  if  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Wairarapa  were  as  careful  of  his  facts 
as  those  two  gentlemen  were  it  would  be  better 
for  himself  and  for  those  who  take  the  trouble 
to  listen  to  him.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  said  that  the 
Public  Trustee  appeared  to  be  of  a  contentious, 
not  to  say  cantankerous,  disposition,  and  that 
such  a  man  would  wreck  any  office,  and  that 
he  was  unfitted  for  this  important  position. 
I  cannot  allow  these  remarks  to  pass  without 
comment.  In  regard  to  the  Auditor-Qenered, 
unfortunately  just  now  ho  is  ill,  and  It  would 
not  be  fitting  to  say  anything  derogatory  about 
him ;  but  I  should  like  to  say  that  he  is  a 
man  who  has  held  a  very  high  position  in 
political  life,  and  who  was  translated,  if  I 
may  so  term  it,  from  this  House  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Auditor-General.  He  has  had  the  sunny 
side  of  life  in  front  of  him,  and  during  the 
period  of  his  service  he  has  been  able  to  do  as 
he  pleased.  He  has  rich,  powerful  relations, 
and  is  a  man  who  in  no  sense  can  be  spoken 
of  as  one  who  has  seen  the  worst  side  of 
life.  Therefore  he  should  need  no  special 
pleaders  in  his  defence,  but  should  be  able  to 
stand  upon  his  merits.  Then,  take  the  man 
whom  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
condemn — the  Publio  Trustee,  Mr.  Warburton. 
If  any  one  should  be  free  from  attack  of  the 
sort  used  in  this  debate  it  surely  ought  to  be 
this  gentleman,  who  has  risen  entirely  by  his 
own  exertions.  He  has  had  no  silver  spoon 
in  his  mouth,  no  powerful  friends  to  help  bim, 
and  in  the  last  thirty-three  years  he  has  worked 
his  way  up  from  tlie  lowest  rung  of  the  ladder 
in  the  Civil  Service  to  the  position  of  Publio 
Trustee.  I  think  that  for  the  last  three  years 
that  gentleman  has  been  entitled  to  a  pension 
of  £500  a  year,  and  could  get  that  pension 
at  any  time  on  his  retirement;  so  that  he  is 
doing  the  work  of  the  Public  Trustee — doing 
it  well  and  doing  it  wisely,  and  in  a  manner 
in  which  it  has  never  been  done  before  in  the 
history  of  this  colony — practically  for  £300  » 
year,  amidst  the  jibes  and  abuse  of  every  one 
displeased  with  the  office  itself,  and  especially 
the  members  on  the  Opposition  benches  who 
have  entered  into  this  discussion.  I  say  that  if 
any  man  deserves  the  protection  of  this  House 
it  is  the  Public  Trustee ;  and  it  is  with  feelings 
of  contempt  that  I  have  listened  to  the  imputa- 
tions made  about  him,  and  the  sneers  as  to  his 
personal  character  and  his  personal  attributes. 
It  would  have  been  far  more  fitting  if  person- 
alities of  that  sort  had  been  left  out  of  the 
debate,  and  if  those  honourable  gentlemen  had 
dealt  with  this  matter  simply  upon  its  merits, 
without  any  of  these  allusions.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  need  for  me  to  say  any  more  with 
regard  to  the  Public  Trustee ;  but,  in  conclu- 
sion, I  will  say  that  I  trust  this  matter  will  be 
settled  solely  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
public  service,  and  that  the  attempts  that  have 
been  made  in  some  quarters  to  destroy  the 
Publio  Trust  Office,  for  reasons  other  than  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  service,  will  fail ;  and 
that  tbe  OoTemntenk  will  see  that  it  is  their 
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duty  to  stand  by  the  man  who  has  done  snoh 
good  serrioe  to  them,  who  has  rescned  the 
Public  Trust  Office  from  the  degradation  it  was 
in,  as  shown  by  past  records,  so  that  for  the 
future,  if  the  standard  of  the  past  three  years 
is  maintained,  it  will  be  one  of  the  brightest 
spots  in  the  aidministration  of  the  public  ser- 
vice of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  thought  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerstou  was 
really  a  bit  of  special  pleading,  and  was  based 
on  ground  other  than  the  public  good.  I 
also  wondered  what  relation  the  Public  Trustee 
was  to  the  honourable  member,  and  why  he 
should  have  so  magnified  the  virtues  of  Mr. 
Warburton  —  a  gentleman  against  whom  I 
would  not  say  a  single  word.  But  he  could 
have  magnified  Mr.  Warburton  without  speak- 
ing in  such  an  uncharitable  and  ungenerous 
manner  against  his  immediate  predecessor. 
Surely,  if  Mr.  Warburton  is  possessed  of  all 
the  virtues,  the  dark  shade  need  not  be  cast 
on  his  predecesssor  to  make  those  virtues  stand 
out.  One  would  have  thought  that  that  cruel 
past  was  now  buried  finally ;  it  is  not  at  all  re- 
ferred to  in  any  of  the  evidence  laid  before  the 
House,  and  it  had  no  right  whatever  to  be 
brought  up  on  the  present  occasion.  My 
honourable  friend  said  he  had  not  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  long  speech,  but  he 
nevertheless  spoke  at  some  length ;  and,  after 
saying  that  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  say 
anything  against  the  present  Auditor-General 
because  he  was  ill,  he  immediately  began  talk- , 
ing  about  "silver  spoons  in  his  mouth,"  and 
sickening  nonsense  of  that  sort.  As  far  as  I 
know,  every  man  in  this  country  has  an  equal 
opportunity ;  and  if  Mr.  Warburton  has  at- 
tained to  any  position  in  the  public  service  he 
has  done  so  deservedly,  and  he  must  have  had 
powerful  friends  and  talents  to  aid  him. 

o  n      Mr.  PIBANI.— I  did  not  say  so. 

"•"•  Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Yes,  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  distinctly  that 
Mr.  FitzQerald  had  rich  relatives,  powerful 
friends,  which  had  enabled  him  to  be  trans- 
lated from  this  House  to  a  high  position ;  and 
yet  immediately  the  honourable  gentleman 
finds  that  we  are  turning  these  extreme  ex- 
pressions against  him  he  has  not  the  courage 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  to  stand  by  those 
expressions  of  opinion.  He  immediately  says 
he  did  not  say  anything  of  the  sort.  I  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Warburton  is  doing  anything 
generous.  Ho  is  not  working  for  £300  a  year, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  wants  to  make 
out.  He  is  receiving  £800  a  year,  which  is  a 
verv  generous  salary. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— No. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  his  salary ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  makes  such 
statements  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and 
outside  the  House,  that  he  really  does  not 
know  what  statements  he  does  make.  From 
time  to  time  he  has  made  statements  about 
public  men  which  he  has  afterwards  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  and  when  it  is  absolutely 
shown  that  he  has  made  misstatements  he  does 
not  know  how  to  withdraw  them  in  a  generous 
Mr.  Pirani 


way.  I  think,  Sir,  the  last  question  had  no 
right  to  be  opened  up  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. We  have  no  right  to  go  into  the  details 
of  that  long  report.  We  are  all  just  as  familiar 
with  them  as  the  honourable  gentleman  is. 
The  statements  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
made  are  not  correct,  and  he  had  no  right  to 
take  advantage,  in  this  House,  to  make  state- 
ments which  are  not  borne  out  by  the  evidence. 
However,  as  there  is  more  important  business 
to  come  on,  I  have  no  intention  of  taking  up 
any  further  time  on  this  question. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Sir,  I  have  no  intention  what- 
ever of  entering  into  the  dispute  between  the 
Public  Trustee  and  the  Auditor-General,  but  I 
do  deprecate  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  North,  who  has  cast 
such  a  reflection  upon  a  man  who  is  not  here 
to  defend  himself.  I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers will  agree  with  me  when  I  say,  without 
fear  or  favour,  that  this  gentleman  who  is  in 
the  Audit  Department,  and  whom  I  have 
known  .for  the  past  twenty-five  years  most 
intimately,  has  always  held  an  unblemished 
character,  and  he  is  known  everywhere  for 
his  uprightness  and  integrity.  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  therefore,  to  say  that  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  I  can  safely  challenge  any  contra- 
diction. I  do  think  that  we  should  be  most 
guarded  in  our  expressions  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  any  member  of  the  Civil  Service, 
who  cannot  come  here  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  reply  to  any  charges  that  are  made 
against  him.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  most 
careful  in  that  direction.  Now,  to  my  mind, 
the  very  fact  that  there  is  friction  between 
these  officers  is  the  best  evidence  to  us  that 
things  are  going  on  all  right.  I  think  if  we 
found  things  were  working  too  smoothly  the 
probability  would  be  that  they  were  not  going  on 
all  right.  I  look  upon  an  auditor  in  the  light, 
practically,  of  a  financial  detective,  and  we 
may  reasonably  expect  that  things  will  not  run 
very  smoothly  if  some  fault  is  to  bo  found,  and 
it  may  be  that  under  these  circumstances  some 
friction  will  arise,  as  finding  fault  is  a  cause  of 
annoyance  even  in  the  best-regulated  families. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  these  little  things 
do  occur,  but  it  is  only  to  me  clear  evidence 
that  the  officer  is  doing  his  work.  I  have  no 
intention  of  saying  any  more  until  the  report  of 
the  Committee  comes  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  only  wish  to  say  one  word. 
Sir.  I  quite  accept  the  present  motion  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  but  I  wish  to  point  this  oat 
to  him :  After  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston, — who  was  within  his 
rights  in  so  speaking,  and  in  criticizing  very 
strongly  the  action  of  the  Audit  officer  whose 
veracity  is  now  attacked, — ^how  can  he  expect 
that  justice  will  be  done  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  allowed  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Committee  for  the  appointment  of  which  no- 
tice has  been  given  to-day  ?  Does  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  still  intend  to  place  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  that  Committee  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— As  one  of  those  who  said 
a  few  words  on  the  question  when  it  first  came 
before  the  Hoase,  I  wish  to  add  half  a  dozen 
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"words  further.  I  entirely  agree  with  what  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  now  proposes  in  the  matter. 
I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  regret,  however,  that 
such  a  proposal  was  not  made  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Now,  turning  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston,  who  was  good  enough  to 
express  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  for 
shame  to  this  House  that  suoh  remarks  should 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Public 
Trustee  as  were  made  on  the  former  occa- 
sion: I  do  not  know  whether  the  words  I 
used  were  in  the  honourable  member's  mind 
when  making  that  statement,  but,  if  so,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  am  not  ashamed  of  any  statement 
I  made,  because  that  statement  amounted 
simply  to  this:  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
should  not  have  permitted  an  officer  in  his 
branch  of  the  service  to  use  suoh  language  aa 
has  been  placed  on  record  in  this  House.  I 
pointed  out  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
'  predecessor  in  office — Mr.  Ballance — was  com- 
pelled to  step  in  and  prevent  similar  unseemly 
language  being  used  upon  a  previous  occasion. 
I  have  nothing  whatever  to  withdraw  or  re- 
tract. The  Public  Trustee  is  in  a  most  im- 
portant position,  and  far  would  it  be  from  me 
to  say  anything  of  him,  or  of  any  other  public 
officer,  which  is  not  fair  or  just,  because  we 
should  all  be  most  careful  of  what  we  say  of 
men  who  are  not  here  to  defend  themselves. 
With  regard  to  the  Auditor-General,  without 
at  all  claiming  that  everything  he  has  done  is 
right  and  above  criticism,  I  would  say  that  his 
public  services  have  been  such  as  to  entitle 
liim  to  the  greatest  consideration  from  the 
Parliament  of  this  colony.  With  regard  to  the 
Public  Trustee,  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
him  beyond  what  I  have  already  stated  ;  but  it 
must  be  obvious  that  so  long  as  he  holds  his 
present  office  he  should  be  under  the  control  of 
the  public  officer  of  this  Parliament — namely, 
the  Auditor-General — otherwise  the  Audit  Office 
should  at  once  be  abolished. 

Mr.  WARD.— Sir,  I  did  hope,  when  I  sub- 
mitted the  amended  resolution  to  the  House, 
that  that  would  have  ended  the  matter  until  it 
iiad  been  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  to  whom 
it  is  to  be  referred.  I  can  only  regret  that  it  is 
not  so.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the 
ismarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  who  has  defended  the  position 
he  took  up  the  other  evening  by  reiterating  the 
statements  he  made  on  that  occasion,  when  he 
found  fault  with  myself  because  I,  as  Colonial 
Treasurer,  did  not  take  exception  to  the  corre- 
spondence between  these  two  officers,  on  the 
ground  that  the  former  Colonial  Treasurer  took 
exception  to  certain  correspondence.  I  want 
to  point  out  this  :  that  it  is,  to  my  mind,  per- 
fectly useless,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  to 
find  fault  with  one  man  because  he  did  not 
'take  the  course  that  was  taken  by  another 
man  with  regard  to  something  else,  unless 
one  has  before  one  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  the  respective  cases,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
judge  on  their  merits.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance  took  exception  to,  but, 
if  he  did  so  take  exception,  I  have  no  doubt 
ihat  he  had  very  good  grounds  for  doing  so.    I 


have  not,  myself,  seen  anything  to  warrant  my 
interference  between  the  two  officers.  There 
was  a  dispute  between  them  on  a  very  im- 
portant matter,  and  I  did  not  feel  called  upon 
to  suggest  to  either  one  or  the  other  of  them 
that  they  should  refrain  from  indulging  in  such 
correspondence  as  they  indulged  in,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  ground  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  find  fault  with  me  in  the 
way  he  has  done.  I  would  do  just  the  same 
again,  under  similar  circumstances.  I  do  hope 
that  this  debate  is  at  an  end,  and  that  the 
resolution  will  be  carried;  and  I  hope  that 
after  this  proposed  investigation  the  friction 
complained  of  will  once  and  for  all  cease. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  wish  to  explain.  Sir, 
that  I  did  not  put  it  to  the  House  that,  because 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  took  exception  to 
certain  correspondence^the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  therefore  have  done  likewise.  What 
I  did  say  was  that  the  recent  correspondence 
was  such  as  to  warrant  his  interference. 

Sir  R.  Stout's  amendment  negatived. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  think.  Sir,  it  is 
proper  to  put  in  the  words  "  need  not  have 
been  interrupted,"  because,  however  the  other 
part  of  the  resolution  may  stand,  this  is,  in 
fact,  a  reflection  on  the  Auditor-General  before 
the  Committee  has  been  set  up  or  the  House 
has  received  the  evidence  on  the  question.  It 
is  practically  prejudging  the  matter.  I  regret 
the  Treasurer  did  not  accept  the  suggestion  I 
made  to  him — namely,  instead  of  the  words 
"  have  been  interrupted,"  to  put  in  "  not  be 
interrupted,"  and,  instead  of  the  word  "arose," 
to  put  in  "has  arisen."  If  ho  had  clone  so  he 
would  not  have  been  casting  a  reflection  of  any 
kind  upon  any  one,  and  it  would  have  left  the 
field  clear  to  the  Committee  to  report.  Now, 
this  House  is  asked,  practically,  to  censure  the 
Auditor -General  before  an  inquiry  has  been 
held,  and  before  the  evidence  has  been  re- 
ceived. I  think  that  is  entirely  unfair,  and  I 
for  one  protest  againat  the  resolution  in  the 
form  in  which  it  has  been  put.  I  would 
move,  therefore.  That  the  word  "  be  "  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  words  "have  been,"  and  the 
words  "  has  arisen  "  for  the  word  "  arose."  I 
think  that  is  the  proper  attitude  for  the  House 
to  take  up  on  this  important  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  accept  that  suggestion  vrithout 
a  formal  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  Auditor  and 
Controller-General  may  with  force  say,  "Save 
me  from  my  friends  I "  Yesterday  I  suggested 
that  a  modification  of  the  motion  could  be 
arrived  at,  and  the  motion  be  framed  in  such 
language  that  the  House  should  approve — be- 
cause that  is  the  proper  course  to  adopt — that 
there  should  have  been  no  suspension  of  the 
audit  simply  because  of  what  had  arisen.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  says  the  motion  is  prejudging  the 
case.  It  does  not  prejudge  the  inquiry  at 
all.  So  far  as  the  matter  in  dispute  is  con- 
cerned, it  does  not  deal  with  that  at  all.  The 
matter  in  dispute  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Select  Committee.     The   Colonial   Treasurer 
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told  the  honourable  gentlemaji  that  he  could 
not  accept  tho  Buggestion  which  he  has  made, 
and  I  should  have  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  matter  would  have  been  allowed  to 
drop.  I  think  the  majority  of  honourable  mem- 
bers are  with  the  motion,  and  I  thought  it 
would  have  been  carried,  and  that  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  me  to  say  what  I  am 
saying. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Oh  I 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— As  I  have  said,  it  is  a  case  o{ 
"  Save  ma  from  my  friends  !  " 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  a  friend.  I  am 
only  doing  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  members  of  this  House  can- 
not see  the  difierenoe  between  the  amendment 
and  the  motion  ?  If  he  does  not,  he  is  not  hold- 
ing up  the  House  to  be  a  very  intelligent  body 
of  men.  I  simply  say  that  the  motion,  as  put 
from  the  chair,  is  as  nicely  worded  as  we  could 
make  it  under  the  circumstances.  I  regret, 
myself,  that  any  debate  should  have  taken  place 
at  all  until  after  the  report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee came  before  the  House.  I  cannot  ac- 
cept the  amendment  proposed.  As  for  saying 
that  this  House  should  not  express  an  opinion 
as  to  the  suspension— though  it  was  of  a  tem- 
porary character — I  say,  even  a  temporary  sus- 
pension should  not  have  taken  place  on  the 
slight  grounds  which  the  Auditor-Oeneral  has 
stated. 

Sir  A.  STOUT. — I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  It  might  have  been  inferred  from 
what  the  Pemier  has  said  that  I  had  been 
consulted  about  the  amendment.  I  never  saw 
the  amendment  until  after  it  was  moved  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — I  hope  the  House  will  recog- 
nise the  cunning  nature  of  the  amendment 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  calls  a  verbal  amendment. 
It  amounts  to  this:  By  it  we  should  tacitly 
admit  that  the  Auditor-General  was  right  in 
suspending  the  audit  for  the  past  week,  bat 
that  for  the  future  he  shall  resume  his  audit. 
That  is  the  full  effect  of  it,  and  if  honourable 
members  will  carefully  study  it  they  will  see 
it  is  so.  It  has  been  designed  for  that  special 
object. 

br.  NE  WMAK. — In  the  way  the  amendment 
is  drawn  it  seems  to  me  that  this  House  is  really 
giving  a  verdict  first  and  then  asking  for  a  trial. 
I  have  read  the  amendment  very  carefully 
indeed,  and  it  says,  "  That  this  House,  having 
considered  the  question  referred  to  it " — I  take 
it  the  House  has  not  done  that.  Then,  the  very 
next  phrase  is  that  we  refer  it  "  to  a  select 
Committee."  I  quite  agree  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  this  should  go  to  a  Committee. 
I  think  he  is  quite  right ;  but  I  may  point  out 
that  this  House  is  asked,  in  a  way,  to  condemn 
the  Auditor-General  without  having  anything 
more  from  the  Auditor-General  tban  a  state- 
ment by  the  Premier  that  the  Auditor-General 
wrote  mm  a  private  note  on  the  matter.  I  do 
not  want  to  take  any  side,  either  one  way  or 
the  other,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
Idr.  Seddon 


poses  to  put  me  on  this  Committee ;  but  I 
would  ask  the  Premier  to  withdraw  the  first 
half  of  this  motion ;  and  I  would  point  out  to 
him  that,  after  it  has  come  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Committee  having  heturd  both  sides 
of  the  question,  the  House  will  be  in  a  better 
position  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  wonld  be  just  as  far 
advanced  as  he  is  to-day. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  desire  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  consulted  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  the  matter  wa^  referred  to  me  by  the 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  and  that  the  word- 
ing of  the  present  motion  was  approved  by  me. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  made  no  difficulty 
about  accepting  any  suggestion  I  made.  Of 
course  we  could  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
bind  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Git^  (Sit  B.  Stout);  but  I  hope  he  will  not 
divide  the  House,  for  this  reason :  that  I  shaU 
be  compelled  to  vote  with  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer upon  this  motion,  and  shall  appear  to 
vote  against  the  Auditor- General.  I  hope  my 
honourable  friend  will  not  put  us  in  that 
position,  after  we  have  accepted  the  words 
of  tbe  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  was  also  consulted. 

Mr.  BELL. — Yes ;  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay,  haying  been  consulted  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  referred  tbe  matter  to  me. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  is  a  peculiar  sort  of  com- 
promise, when  the  mover  of  the  amendment 
was  never  consulted. 

Amendment  negatived ;  and  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

DAIBY  INDUSTRY  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  House  go  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  nothing  to  say 
against  this  Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  which  could  be 
dealt  with  by  the  experts  in  the  House.  There 
were  one  or  two  clauses  in  the  Bill  which 
seemed  to  him  peculiarly  drastic,  and  which 
took  away  from  the  local  bodies  all  powers 
with  reference  to  inspection  of  dairies.  The 
general  purpose  of  the  Bill  he  believed  every 
one  in  the  House  agreed  with.  The  new  sub- 
sections to  clause  19  would,  perhaps,  require 
consideration. 

g  QQ  Major  STEWABD  did  not  propose 
at  this  stage  of  the  session  to  discuss 
the  Bill  at  length,  although  he  looked  upon 
it  as  one  oE  the  most  important  Bills  that  had 
come  before  the  House,  because  he  was  fully 
persuaded  that  in  the  direction  of  the  dairy 
Industry  lay  very  much  the  salvation  of  the 
farmers  of  the  Middle  Island  of  New  Zealand. 
They  were  suffering  so  much  from  the  low 
prices  of  cereeds  that  everything  that  could 
be  done  to  encourage  this  industry  should  be 
dons.  He  desired  to  congratulate  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  Bill, 
which  was  a  very  large  improvement  upon 
that  which  was  passed  a  jobs  or  two  ago. 
He  would  not  go  mto  the  various  particulars 
in  which  he  conceived  the  Bill  to  be  an  im- 
provement, bat  he  would  like  to  point  out  to 
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the  honoQiable  gentlenum  that  in  1890 
oaieful  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Colonial  In- 
duatiies  Committee,  of  which  Hi.  Beetham 
was  Chairman,  the  lepoit  of  which,  with  evi- 
dence in  detail,  would  be  found  in  Volume  8 
of  the  Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  1890,  in 
which  the  whole  question  of  the  production 
of  cheese  and  batter  in  Kew  Zealand,  and  its 
oonvejance  to  other  countries,  was  exhaustively 
gone  into. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  all  altered 
since  then. 

Major  STEWABD  said  it  might  have  been 
altered  in  some  particulars,  but  one  thing  had 
stood  out  very  clearly — namely,  that  inspec- 
tion at  the  port  of  shipment  would  not  ba 
snffioient  to  insure  the  correct  appraisement 
of  the  quality  of  the  article,  except  as  showing 
what  was  the  quality  and  grade  at  such  port 
of  departure ;  that  it  would  be  no  reliable  guide 
on  arrival  at  the  port  to  which  it  was  shipped; 
and  that  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  that 
power  should  be  taken  for  the  Governor  to 
appoint  ofGcers  who,  if  the  shipper  desired  it, 
could  inspect  and  grade  at  the  port  of  arrival, 
and  there  indicate  by  brand  the  quality  of  the 
cheese  or  butter  as  it  arrived  at  that  end. 
Even  were  a  small  charge  made  he  believed  it 
would  thoroughly  pay  the  shippers  to  incur 
that  charge,  because  of  the  security  that  would 
be  given  to  the  position  of  their  articles  in  the 
Home-market.  He  therefore  intended,  when 
in  Committee,  to  move,  as  an  amendment,  to 
insert  in  clause  19  the  following  words : — 

"  The  Qovemor  may  also,  if  he  shall  think 
fit  so  to  do,  appoint  persons  to  inspect  at  the 
ports  of  arrival  butter  produced  in  the  colony 
and  shipped  from  New  Zealand  ports,  in  like 
manner  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  regard 
to  inspection  prior  to  shipment ;  and  the  official 
stamp  denoting  grading  at  the  port  of  arrival 
shall  be  '  A,'  *  B,'  or  '  C,'  prefixed  b}r  a  cross 
(x)  as  denoting  first-,  second-,  or  third-grade 
respectively." 

With  a  permissive  addition  to  the  clause  of 
that  kind,  he  thought  they  would  have  a  very 
good  Bill.  There  might  be  two  or  three  tech- 
nical amendments  required,  but  he  had  gone 
through  the  Bill  very  carefully,  and  it  was,  on 
the  whole,  he  considered,  an  exceedingly  good 
one,  which  the  House  would  do  well  to  pass. 

Mr.  BUDDO  wished  to  refer  to  a  few  clauses 
that  might  require  amending.  During  the  last 
few  years  they  had  a  considerable  struggle  in 
order  to  establish  themselves  in  the  London 
market,  and  now  that  they  had  obtained  a 
standing  they  should  be  very  careful  to  pre- 
serve it.  The  Bill  provided  for  care  to  main- 
tain that  standing,  and  possibly  to  improve  it. 
He  was  sorry  to  difier  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki  on  the  question  of  inspec- 
tion in  London,  which  system,  he  thought,  would 
only  duplicate  work,  and  be  very  little  good,  for 
this  reason :  that  the  testing  of  the  butter  at 
the  other  end  must  be  the  B;^stem  of  selec- 
tion. There  was  no  other  way  in  which  buyers 
would  take  it  but  by  test,  and  even  if  it  were 
branded  it  was  only  so  that  the  buyers  might 
know  what  grade  they  were  buying.    In  clause 


19,  subsection  (1a),  which  provided  for  oool- 
storage  at  the  port  of  shipment,  he  proposed 
to  strike  out  the  words  "at  the  port  of  ship- 
ment." He  would  explain  for  what  reason  he 
made  that  amendment.  It  seemed  to  him  the 
growing  trend  of  our  factory  system  was  to 
centrsjise  and  to  adopt  the  system  of  creameries 
throughout  ithe  country,  and  therefore,  when 
there  was  a  central  factory,  it  could  not  for 
several  reasons  be  established  at  a  shipping 
port.  There  was,  first  of  all,  the  question  of 
water,  which  was  a  very  important  item  in  the 
making  of  butter,  and  which  was  not  usually 
found  of  first-class  quality  at  seaports,  and 
therefore  the  factories  would  be  some  little  dis- 
tance from  the  port  M  a  rule.  Then,  at  the 
end  of  clause  19  he  would  move  to  add,  "  Any 
cool-store  now  used  for  the  storage  of  butter 
and  cheese  may,  if  within  ten  miles  of  the  port 
of  shipment,  be  still  used  as  a  cool-store  as  if 
it  had  been  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  under 
the  Act."  This  would  only  include  a  small 
radius  round  about  the  ports.  He  was  sure 
the  time  was  coming  when  most  of  the  small 
factories  must  cease  butter-making,  and  pro- 
vide cream  for  the  central  factories.  He  must 
congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman  upon 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  It  was  one  of 
the  best  measures  that  had  ever  been  before 
the  House,  and  would  tend  to  create  a  better 
system  of  management  by  the  exporter,  and 
the  consumer  at  the  other  end  would  have  a 
great  deal  more  confidence  in  the  article  he 
was  baying. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  while  objecting  to  too 
much  Qovemment  interference,  was  prepared 
to  bow  to  the  majority  and  give  Qovemment 
grading  a  trial.  He  therefore  complimented  the 
Minister  on  introducing  the  Bill.  He,  how- 
ever, was  certain  that  it  was  altogether  a  mis- 
take to  imagine  that  the  drastic  provisions  in 
force  in  Victoria  and  other  Australian  Colonies 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  superior  quality  of 
butter  exported  thence  as  compared  with  that 
hitherto  sent  from  New  Zealand.  It  had  not 
arisen  from  any  such  cause,  but  because  their 
climatic  conditions  had  compelled  the  employ- 
ment of  chilling  machinery  to  keep  their  milk 
and  batter  in  good  condition ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause the  employment  of  cbiUing  machinery  was 
only  possible  by  conducting  dairying  operations 
in  factories.  The  one  thing  necessarily  accom- 
panied the  other,  and  hence  the  better  quality 
generally  of  the  Victorian  butter  as  compared 
with  the  New  Zealand,  where  the  cooler  cli- 
mate had  unfortunately  tempted  settlers  to 
ignore  the  value  of  chilling  machinery.  The 
Minister  proposed  to  follow  the  lead  of  Vic- 
toria in  the  matter  of  compulsory  grading,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  offer  any  factious  opposition. 
One  benefit  would  certainly  accrue,  and  that 
was  that  the  farmers  who  made  indifferent 
butter  at  home,  and  who  steadily  refused  to 
believe  that  it  was  not  of  the  very  best  quality, 
would  be  brought  face  to  face  with  the  verdict 
of  the  grader  at  their  own  door,  and  would  not 
be  able  to  say  that  carriage  by  rail  or  damage 
on  shipboard  had  changed  their  previously  good 
butter  into  bad  butter.     It  would  also  be  a 
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valuable  check  on  shipping  companies,  which 
were  in  the  habit  of  blaming  the  original  bad 
quality  of  dairy  produce  for  the  damaged  con- 
dition in  which  they  sometimes  delivered  it  in 
London. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  said  it  was  curious  that  when 
a  Bill  was  brought  before  the  House  affecting 
the  agricultural  and  pastoral  interests  of  the 
country  scarcely  one  honourable  gentleman 
desired  any  discussion  on  it.  As  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  to  which  this  Bill  was  re- 
ferred, he  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
Committee  went  very  carefully  into  the  nature 
of  the  provisions  provided  in  the  Bill.  They 
made  several  amendments,  some  of  which,  in 
his  opinion,  were  not  of  a  very  important  cha- 
racter. Some  of  them,  fiowever,  were  of  an 
important  character  so  far  as  the  Bill  applied 
to  the  convenience  of  the  country  settlers.  For 
instance,  in  the  original  Bill  clause  2  provided 
that  no  settler  could  send  his  butter  or  cheese 
to  the  local  market  unless  it  was  first  inspected 
and  graded.  If  honourable  members  would 
look  at  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  they  would  see 
that  this  grading  and  branding  did  not  apply  to 
hutter  and  cheese  sold  within  the  precincts  of 
the  colony.  They  also  made  another  important 
amondment  in  clause  8,  and  one  of  the  number 
of  things  discussed  before  the  Committee  wsis 
the  great  and  important  one  of  having  a  port  of 
export  in  the  District  of  Taranaki.  He  thought 
that  the  Minister  had  rightly  provided  in  the 
Bill  that  there  should  be  only  four  ports  for 
exporting  the  dairy  produce  of  the  colony,  but 
he  very  wisely  provided  that  he  could  establish 
any  place  or  port  for  exporting  dairy  produce  if 
it  were  shown  to  him  that  the  necessities  of  the 
case  justified  such  a  procedure,  and  he  thought 
that  the  Minister  had  acted  very  wisely  in 
promising  the  Committee  and  the  Taranaki 
settlers  that,  if  they  could  show  him  they  had 
sufGcient  butter  produce  there  to  induce  ships 
to  come  and  take  it  away,  he  would  at  once 
declare  Taranaki  a  port  of  export  for  the  dairy 
produce  of  the  colony.  He  thought  he  had 
already  alluded  to  the  fact  that  measures  of 
this  nature  did  not  obtain  from  the  House  that 
discussion  which  they  deserved.  They  talked 
of  all  sorts  of  measures  which  were  matters  of 
theory;  but  when  great  questions  like  this — 
which,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki  had  said,  was  one  of  vital  importance 
to  the  Middle  Island,  in  consequence  of  the 
low  prices  of  all  cereals — came  up  for  discus- 
sion, he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that  should 
concern  every  honourable  gentleman,  and  a 
matter  worthy  of  the  deepest  interest  and 
most  carefal  thought  of  the  House.  What 
was  going  on  now  in  the  Districts  of  Tara- 
naki and  Auckland  ?  Honourable  gentlemen 
who  said  they  could  not  talk  on  a  measure  of 
this  nature  did  not  realise  what  the  effect  of 
the  successful  establishment  of  the  dairy  in- 
dustry throughout  the  colony  would  be.  It 
enabled  the  country  settlers  to  do  that  which 
was  the  aim  and  object  of  eveiy  country  settler 
—  namely,  to  establish  this  industry — and  it 
enabled  them  to  keep  their  families  together. 
Under  the  old  system,  when  a  settlor  sold  his 
Mr.  Buchanan 


butter  to  the  storekeeper  it  was  mixed  there 
with  various  other  kinds  of  butter,  and  he  never 
got  any  cash  at  all.  Under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  and  similar  other  measures  which 
had  been  introduced  and  carried  through  the 
House  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  the  settler 
sold  his  stufi  and  got  cash  within  a  month, 
and  by  this  means  he  was  enabled  to  keep  his 
family  together  and  make  them  comfortifible. 
He  hoped  that  when  this  Bill  got  into  Com- 
mittee it  would  be  carefully  dealt  with.  He 
was  not,  however,  prepared  to  accept  every- 
thing that  was  contained  in  the  Bill.  Like  the 
honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  be  was  not 
sure  the  grading  of  butter  and  cheese  would 
accomplish  what  was  claimed  for  it  by  the 
Minister  in  charge.  He  was  rather  desirous  to 
take  the  verdict  of  the  gentleman  connected 
with  the  firm  which  had  spent  no  less  than 
£160,000  in  dairy  produce  last  year  in  the 
Province  of  Taranaki.  He  saw  him  some  time 
ago,  and  this  gentleman  told  him  that,  so  far 
as  his  firm  were  concerned,  they  would  not  pay 
any  attention  to  the  grading ;  they  would  pay 
more  attention  to  the  brand ;  but,  mainly  speak- 
ing, their  operations,  and  the  price  they  paid, 
were  guided,  not  according  to  the  grading,  bat 
according  to  the  samples  and  quality.  He  did 
not  anticipate  there  would  be  any  opposition  to 
this  measure  in  Committee,  but  he  would  like 
to  point  out  to  the  House  and  to  the  country 
that  they  might  do  too  much  in  this  question 
of  grading,  but  the  matter  of  branding  and  the 
matter  of  sampling  would  be  matters  of  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  the  Minister  asked 
the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  Commit- 
tee, and  that  what  they  had  to  say  upon  it 
should  be  said  when  it  came  back.  Well,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  he  had  no  desire 
to  make  a  long  speech,  but  it  was  due  to  the 
district  he  represented,  and  also  to  the  Govern- 
ment, that  he  should  say  something.  He  re- 
presented the  dairy  district  of  New  Zealand — 
in  fact,  the  Devonshire  of  New  Zealand— and 
he  thought  before  he  had  done  he  would  prove 
to  the  House  and  the  country  it  was  the  daily 
district  of  New  Zealand.  Now,  this  industry 
was  a  most  important  one.  When  they  took 
into  consideration  that  in  England  alone 
£13,000,000  a  year  was  spent  on  butter,  every 
man  must  admit  that  fact.  When  they  knew 
for  a  fact,  from  people  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  and  fro  between  New  Zealand  and 
England  in  the  butter  industry,  that  there 
was  an  unlimited  outlet  for  good  butter,  and 
when  they  knew  that  the  industry  was  ham- 
pered and  damaged  and  endangered  by  people 
who  shipped  butter  indiscriminately,  and  when 
they  knew  that  the  indifferent  classes  of  butter 
damaged  the  superior  classes  very  seriously, 
they  must  admit  the  necessity  for  legislation  on 
this  matter.  It  became  evident  to  the  Oovetn- 
ment  that  some  systematic  way  of  dealing  with 
this  butter  industry  was  desirable  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony,  and  the  Government,  after 
careful  consideration  and  exhaustive  evidence, 
had  framed  this  Bill  to  meet  the  case.  Now, 
in  framing  the   original  Bill  they  stiptdatod 
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that    Auckland,   Wellington,    Lyttelton,    and 
Dtmedin  should  he  the  toui  porta  fiom  which 
the  butter  of  New  Zealand  should  be  shipped. 
As  soon  as  the  Bill  came  from  the  Printer  he 
proonred  copies  and  sent  them  round  to  the 
agricultural  associations  of  his  district  and  to 
some  of  the  leading  men  connected  with  the 
industry  in  his  district.     He  asked  them,  of 
course  in  a  practical  way,  to  go  through  the 
Bill,  and  see   if   they  had  any    amendments 
to  propose,  and  whether  the  Bill  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  industry.    They  agreed  in  the 
main  with  the  BiU,  but  with  clause  19  as  it 
stood  in  the  BiU  originally  they  found  out  that 
the  most  important  dairy  district  of  the  colony 
was  left  out  in  the  cold — that  they  were  to  be 
compelled  to  ship  all  their  produce  down  to 
Wellington  in  order  that  it  should  reach  the 
markets  of  the  Old  Country.    Now,  in  Victoria 
they  all  knew  it  was  the  object  and  aim  of  the 
Government  to  enoourage  this  industry,  and 
they  went  so  far  as  to  give  bonuses.    Now,  if 
the  people  of  Taranaki  were  compelled  under 
this  Bill  to  ship  their  butter  to  the  Port  of 
Wellington,  what  would  be  the  result?    In- 
stead of  receiving  a  bonus,  they  would  really 
have  a  tax  ;  it  would  have  crippled  the  whole 
dairy  industry  of  Taranaki,  and  would  have 
injured  his  district  in  a  hundred  ways.    There- 
fore a  deputation  of  the  leading  men  oame  down 
to  Wellington.     Unfortunately  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  BUI  was  indisposed 
at  the  time,  and   that  deputation  could  not 
have  an  interview  with  him,  but  they  did  get 
an  interview  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and 
the  Premier,  and  after  talking  over  the  matter 
they  went  away  satisfied  with  the    assurance 
that  provision  would  be  made  to  provide  for 
export  from  Taranaki  direct  if  they  could  show 
that  they  would  have  sufficient  produce  to  send 
away,  and  that  freezing-works  would  be  put  in 
operation.  But  the  statement  was  made  that  an 
arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  shipping 
companies.    Now,  it  appeared  that  the  depart- 
ment, in  making  inquiries,  had  got  information 
which  they  said  led  them  to  believe  these  ar- 
rangements with  the  shipping  company  had  not 
been  made ;  therefore  they  took  up  the  position 
that  they  would  cause  the  people  of  Taranaki 
to  have  their  produce  shipped  from  Welling- 
ton.   Then  there  was  a  big  public  meeting  in 
Taranaki ;  a  large  number  of  people  attended 
it,  and  they   passed  certain  resolutions,  and 
they  despatched  another  deputation  down  to 
the  Minister.    Now,  he  had  read  the  different 
speeches  made  at  that  public  meeting,  and 
when  he  went  back  to  meet  the  electors  of 
Taranaki  he  intended  to  dress  down  some  of 
these  gentlemen  for  the  statements  they  had 
made  at  that  meeting.    He  would  be  able  to 
defend  the  Qovernment  which  he   supported, 
because  they  had  endeavoured  to  meet  them 
with  everything  that  was  fair,  honest,  upright, 
and  just.    He  thought,  himself,  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  have  been  wise  if  they  had  selected 
those   four  centres  where   they  had  splendid 
harboxirs,  and  they  would  be  justified  in  block- 
ing out  the  small  districts  in  which  there  were 
no  freezing- works,  and  the  proclaiming  of  which 


as  ports  for  exporting  dairy  produce  would  entail 
the  erection  of  oool-ohambers  or  freezing-works, 
and  the  engagement  of  a  grader ;  but  now  that 
the  arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  ship- 
ping company,  and  the  Minister  had  altered 
the  clause  of  the  Bill,  it  gave  him  power  by 
order  of  the  Governor  in  Council  to  admit  or 
reject  these  different  districts  that  met  the 
requirements ;  and  he  knew  from  the  very  first 
that  they  had  only  got  to  bring  the  thing  into 
practical  form  and  give  positive  proof  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  get  justice.    They  had 
always  found  that.    Well,  as  he  had  said,  this 
alteration  met  their  case,  and  they  were  per- 
fectly satisfied.     They  had   tried  the  experi- 
ment before.    Ships  could  go  there  and  loaid  up 
at  Waitara,  and  he  believed  that  in  only  one 
case  had  a  vessel  to  go  away  without  taking  a 
full  cargo.    An  arrangement  had  been  made 
with  the  shipping  company  to  send  vessels  to 
the  "  Garden  of  New  Zealand,"  and  take  this 
produce  on  board,  so  as   to   have  it  shipped 
direct  to  the  markets   of   the  Home-country. 
To  give  them  an  idea  of  how  they  were  going, 
on,  they  exported  from  the  colony  last  year 
2,383  tons  of  butter,  besides  what  was  required 
Q  n      for  local  consumption.     It  would  be 
'  '     evident  what  could  be  done  in  that 
dairy  district,  and,  with  laud-settlement  going 
on,  and  these   small  areas   taken   up   by   in- 
dustrious settlers,  the  progress  that  was  being, 
made  in  the  district  was  very  great.     These 
people  were  happy  and  contented,  and  would 
not  go  back  into  the  towns  upon    any  con- 
sideration whatever.     He  had  now  put  himseli 
right  with   the   people   in  his  district.      The 
Minister  knew  that  from  the   time  this  Bill 
was  printed  he  had  been  at  him  continually,, 
and  intended  to  keep  at  him  until  this  clause 
wcks  amended.     The  delay  in  the  Bill  being 
brought  forward  was  caused  by  the  honourable 
gentleman    being   engaged  on    another  Com- 
mittee, and  he  could  not  therefore  attend  to 
this  Dairy  Committee.    They  knew  now  that, 
with  the  arrangements  made  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman,   and  with  splendid  freezing- 
works,  and  with  the  large  amount  of  dai^ 
production   that  was  going   on  so  far  as  his 
district  was  concerned,  they  had  everything  to- 
be  thankful  to  the  Minister  for  ;  and  he  would- 
endeavour  to  assist   him  in   getting  this  BiU 
through  the  House.    People  were  apt,  at  the 
beginning,  to  expect  too  much.     He  had  it  on 
the  assurance  of  those  engaged  in  the  butter 
trade  that  they  would  prefer  to  buy  by  the 
brand,  and  not  by  the  grading;  but  that  was  a 
matter  for  themselves.     As  for  himself,  he  was 
there  to  do  the  best  he  could  to  protect  the 
industry  now  under  discussion,  and  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  say  if  he  neglected  one 
opportunity,  when  the  interests  of  the  farmers- 
o!  his  own  electoral  district  were  under  discus- 
sion, of  advocating  its  and  their  best  interests. 
Was  he  not  always  advocating  their  best  in- 
terests?   He  knew  every  honourable  member 
would  say  "  Yes."    He  would  continue  to  do 
in  the  future  as  he  had  dons  in  the  past — work 
for  the  interests  of  all,  and  neglect  none.    He. 
would  support  the  Bill  as  amended. 
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Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  ytoxilA  like  to  say  that, 
whilst  in  some  lespecta  the  Bill  was  necesaaty, 
in  other  respects  he  thought  it  would  be  a  con- 
-siderable  hindrance  to  uie  industry.  Whilst 
the  grading  might  be  agreed  to  by  those  who 
were  associated  with  butter-factories,  he  could 
see  that  this  grading  would  be  anything  but  a 
benefit  to  cheese-factories.  The  Bill  divided 
cheeses  into  three  classes.  There  was  such  a 
thing  as  fall-cream  cheese,  but  what  was  called 
"full-cream  cheese"  here  was  not  full-oream 
cheese  at  all ;  it  was  full-milk  cheese,  made 
from  milk  containing  all  the  cream.  It  was 
quite  right  to  classify  their  cheese,  but  it  was 
not  right  afterwards  that  they  should  begin  to 
grade  each  class.  Suppose  they  made  a  full- 
milk  cheese :  he  would  tell  honourable  mem- 
bars  that  in  their  factories  they  had  to  make 
cheese  for  different  tastes.  He  was  now  speak- 
ing as  a  director  of  a  cheese-factory.  They 
had  to  go  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  different 
times  to  find  a  market  for  their  cheese.  For 
a  time  the  Australian  markets  took  nearly  all 
their  cheese.  Then  they  had  to  make  a  par- 
ticular cheese  of  a  certain  weight  and  shape 
for  the  Brisbane  market.  They  had  to  make 
cheese  of  a  distinctly  different  flavour  for  the 
South  Australian  market.  Then,  going  to  the 
Home-country,  they  found  that  cheese  which 
was  considered  first-class  cheese  in  London 
required  a  particular  flavour,  which  would  not 
take  in  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  for  which 
places  cheese  of  a  different  class  had  to  be 
made.  The  factory  he  referred  to  had  been 
in  existence  for  nearly  ten  years.  It  had  paid 
up  to  4d.  a  gallon  for  the  milk  supplied  to 
it,  and  had  paid  dividends  to  its  shareholders ; 
and  all  this  had  been  done  without  inter- 
ference from  Inspectors.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  right  that  the  Qovemment  should  arm  an 
Inspector  with  the  power  to  go  into  a  factory 
and  stamp  his  ipse  dixit  on  each  cheese  pro- 
duced, and  to  say  what  was  first-class  cheese  of 
difierent  classes,  when  the  people  of  the  factory 
knew  differently.  And  this  cheese  was  to  be 
sent  to  the  markets  of  the  world  subject  to 
this  mark.  However  the  mark  might  apply  to 
butter,  it  would  be  a  considerable  interference 
with  the  proper  commercial  relations  which 
were  now  established  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  by  a  number  of  the  cheese-factories  in 
Kew  Zealand.  The  Bill  not  only  gave  thesa 
precious  Inspectors  power  to  enter  a  factory 
and  probe  every  cheese,  but  it  also  gave  them 
power,  and,  in  fact,  required  them,  to  probe 
every  cheese  at  the  port  of  shipment.  Did  the 
Government  think  the  people  managing  these 
factories  were  incapable  of  ottending  to  their 
own  business  ?  Did  they  think  that  the  man- 
agers of  a  factory  which  had  found  markets 
for  itself  in  many  portions  of  the  world,  and 
had  succeeded  in  placing  its  cheese  in  London 
at  a  higher  price  than  the  best  Canadian,  were 
unfit  to  conduct  their  business  7 

Mr.  ALLEN. — What  cheese-factories  do  you 
refer  to,  and  what  did  they  get  for  their  cheese? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Inch-Clutha 
Factory  had  succeeded  in  selling  their  cheese  in 
the  London  market  at  8s.  per  hundredweight 


above  the  best-qtialtty  Canadian  oheess,  and  it 
was  not  right  they  should  be  unreasonably  in- 
terfered with,  as  was  here  proposed.  He  entered 
his  strongest  protest  against  the  proposed  grad- 
ing of  cheese  under  this  Bill.  What  the  feus- 
tories  were  particularly  anxious  to  get  was  tba.t 
they  should  have  proper  conveniences  to  and 
at  the  place  of  shipment.  They  should  have 
cool-ears  on  the  railways,  and  cool-stores  and 
cool-chambers  for  the  butter  after  it  reached 
the  place  of  shipment,  and  lower  railway  rates 
on  milk  and  cheese.  In  Committee  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  to  amend  some  of  the 
clauses  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  the  last  speaker  had  not 
only  added  to  his  reputation  as  a  humourist 
that  evening,  but  had  also  made  a  new  repu- 
tation as  a  cheap  advertiser.  He  trusted  the 
advertisement  he  had  given  his  factory,  in  order 
to  get  it  inserted  in  Hansard,  would  have 
some  good  effect  in  further  increasing  the 
price  of  his  dairy  produce.  The  fault  he  (Mr. 
Pirani)  had  with  this  Bill  was  that  it  was 
somewhat  too  arbitrary.  The  Bill  itself  was  a 
pretty  good  one,  but  the  power  given  to  the 
Inspector  in  many  cases  was  extraordinarily 
arbitrary,  to  a  greater  extent  than  would  be 
found  in  any  other  law.  Practically,  if  the 
Inspector  said  a  thing  was  an  offence,  it  was  an 
offence  unless  the  factory  could  prove  to  the 
contrary.  That  power  should  be  placed  in  no 
man's  hands,  and  he  thought  the  clause  should 
be  altered  in  Committee.  There  was  also 
too  arbitrary  a  power  with  regard  to  storage. 
If  a  company  had  freezing-stores  of  its  own  it 
could  not  use  them,  but  must  use  the  Govern- 
ment store.  He  did  not  think  that  a  fair  pro- 
vision, and  he  thought  some  means  should  be 
taken  to  alter  an  arbitrary  provision  like  that. 
There  was  also  too  much  fixity  in  reference  to 
the  weight  of  a  gallon  of  milk.  If  that  were 
made  optional,  and  if  the  large  powers  in  con- 
nection with  grading  were  done  away  with,  the 
Bill  would  be  a  workable  measure ;  but  if  it 
were  passed  in  its  present  shape  it  would  do 
more  harm  than  good. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  there  were  some  members 
of  the  House  who  oould  see  no  good  in  any- 
thing except  what  they  said  themselves.  He 
was  afraid   the  honourable  member  who  had 

i'ust  sat  down  was  one  of  those  members.  The 
lonourable  member  for  Glutha  made  remarks 
about  a  dairy  he  was  connected  with,  and  based 
his  arguments  upon  what  he  knew  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  make  those  remarks  in  order  to  advertise 
his  factory ;  but,  even  if  he  did,  what  harm  was 
there  in  advertising  his  dairy  ?  He  might  do  a 
great  deal  of  good  by  so  doing.  He  was  sorry 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  had  not 
a  dairy  to  advertise.  Surely  his  district  was 
not  so  denuded  that  he  could  not  advertise  a 
dairy,  but  oould  only  pick  holes  in  the  remarks 
of  another  member.  He  (Mr.  Allen)  gave  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  credit  for  using 
the  information  he  did,  simply  as  an  argument 
to  show  that,  even  without  this  army  of  In- 
spectors, the  article  produced  at  his  factory 
oould  demand  so  good  a  price  in  the  Home 
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markets  at  the  piesent  time.  With  regard  to 
the  Bill  itself,  he  was  afraid  that  a  good  many 
of  the  faotoiies  had  a  fear  that  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Inspectors  was  going  to  do  some 
harm  to  the  indnstry.  He  did  not  fear  that 
very  much.  He  thought  it  was  necessary  to 
have  iaspection,  and  even  a  severe  inspection. 
Some  of  the  farmers  thought  they  would  be 
iniined  if  the  Bill  became  law,  but  he  thought 
it  would  be  found  that  the  inspection  was 
not  so  serious  as  some  of  them  imagined.  In 
many  respects  the  Bill  went  too  far — parti- 
cularly as  to  the  wide  powers  given  to  the 
Inspector.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  grading, 
he  did  not  feel  at  all  sure  that  the  provision 
was  going  to  bo  successful.  It  might  be  aJl 
right  to  grade  at  the  port  of  shipment,  but 
that  was  not  a  guarantee  that  when  the 
aiticle  arrived  in  London  or  wherever  it  was 
shipped  to  it  would  then  be  equivalent  to  the 
article  which  was  shipped ;  Euid  he  thought 
possibly  the  grading  would  be  found  not  to  be 
of  80  much  use  as  members  now  anticipated  it 
would  be.  It  would,  of  course,  be  far  better  if 
they  could  grade  at  the  port  of  arrival,  but  he 
supposed  that  was  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty.  However,  ic  might  be  possible 
to  grade  here,  and,  so  long  as  it  cost  nothing 
to  the  producer,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
seriously  objected  to.  If  it  were  charged  to  the 
producer,  then  it  might  do  oonsiderable  harm. 
Some  measure  ought  to  he  passed  to  insure 
that  butter  and  oheese  of  first-rate  quality  only, 
and  marked  as  such,  should  be  shipped  from 
here,  in  order  to  gain  a  hold  and  retain  that 
hold  on  the  markets  in  the  Old  World,  for,  after 
all,  the  market  itself  depended  not  on  the 
quantity  but  on  the  quality  of  the  article  sent 
away.  In  England  they  found  a  ready  sale  for 
a  first-class  cheese  of  their  own  make,  and 
cheese  made  in  their  own  coimtry  demanded 
no  price  unless  it  was  of  flrst-class  quality. 
If  the  quality  was  first-class  the  price  was  now 
almost  as  high  as  ever  it  was,  and  so  it  would 
remain.  li  they  could  ship  butter  in  first- 
olass  order  and  make  it  arrive  m  first-class  order 
they  could  command  first-class  prices  for  it. 
That  was  what  ought  to  have  been  the  effect, 
and  he  presumed  that  was  what  the  Bill  in- 
tended to  encourage,  and  in  so  far  as  it  went 
in  that  direction  he  would  be  very  glad  to  sup- 
port it,  although  there  were  some  clauses  which 
many  of  those  who  had  practical  experience  of 
the  working  of  dairy  factories  found  to  be 
obieotionable  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  that,  being  a  country 
settler,  and  directly  interested  in  the  Bill,  he 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  thereon,  though 
he  would  not  detain  the  House  more  than  a 
minute  or  two.  This  Bill  was  supposed  to  bo 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  dairy  industry, 
and,  such  being  the  case,  its  object  was  de- 
cidedly a  praiseworthy  one,  becatise,  the  soil  and 
climate  of  this  country  being  particularly  suited 
for  the  production  of  butter  and  cheese,  the 
dairy  industry  might  develop  to  an  almost  un- 
limited extent,  and  must  be  of  vast  importance 
to  the  colony.  Like  some  of  the  other  speakers, 
he  was  not  quite  sore  that  the  proposed  system 


of  Qovernment  grading,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  important  portions  of  the  Bill,  would 
have  the  desired  efiect.  He  was  not  quite  sure 
that  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  get  all 
that  he  expected  from  it.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  mere  fact  of  a  man  being  appointed 
by  the  Government  to  classify  butter  and 
oheese  as  first,  second,  or  third  class  would 
have  the  effect  of  making  the  article  any 
better.  Of  course,  it  would  not  have  the 
effect  of  making  it  better,  and  it  would  not 
prevent  its  deteriorating  on  the  voyage  between 
here  and  England,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  obtaining  for  it  a  better 
price  on  its  arrival,  because  the  buyers  in 
Britain,  being  keen  business-men,  would  be 
guided  by  their  own  judgment  rather  than  by 
the  opinion  of  some  one  in  the  colony.  He 
failed  to  see  that  the  grading  of  butter  and 
cheese  would  improve  matters  at  all,  and  he 
felt  sure  that  in  many  cases  it  would  give  rise 
to  a  certain  amount  of  dissatisfaction.  Take 
the  case  of  a  man  who  thought  he  was  sending 
Home  a  first-rate  article.  Such  a  man  would 
naturally  be  very  much  dissatisfied  and  disap- 
pointed to  find  that  his  produce  was  graded 
second  class,  and  buyers  in  England  would  be 
very  quick  to  take  advantage  of  that,  though  it 
did  not  follow  that  because  the  individual  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  gave  a  certificate 
that  a  certain  hrand  of  butter  was  first  class 
when  it  arrived  in  Wellington,  the  people  at 
the  other  end  should  be  of  exactly  the  same 
opinion.  If  this  system  of  grading  wm  desir- 
able, it  should  also  be  applied  to  other  articles 
of  export — to  mutton,  wool,  gum,  and  sundry 
other  things  which  were  sent  to  the  markets  of 
Europe  at  the  present  time.  He  thought  they 
ought  to  be  very  careful  that  this  system  of 
Government  interference  should  not  have  the 
very  opposite  efiect  to  that  which  was  intended. 
At  the  same  time  he  appreciated  the  motives  uf 
the  Minister  of  Agriculcure  in  introducing  this 
Bill.  The  Minister  thought  the  dairying  in- 
dustry would  bo  benefited  by  it ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Massey)  was  very  much  afraid,  so  far  as  grad- 
ing was  concerned,  that  the  Minister  would  be 
disappointed.  He  admitted  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government — the  duty  of  the  State — to  see 
that  the  health  of  the  public  was  safeguarded 
in  every  possible  way,  and  to  see  that  the 
strictest  cleanliness  was  enforced  regarding 
the  manufacture  of  butter  and  cheese ;  it  was 
also  the  doty  of  the  State  to  see  that  no  fraud 
took  plskce — ^that  there  was  no  adulteration  in 
dairy  produce  or  in  anything  else;  but  he 
fancied  they  might  safely  leave  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  everything  else.  If  they  went 
farther  than  that  they  might  possibly  be  doing 
more  harm  than  good.  In  this  connection  he 
would  like  to  point  out  that  some  of  the  ques- 
tions in  Schedule  B  were  decidedly  inquisi- 
torial, and  he  thought  that  they  were  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  subject.  For  instance, 
the  Minister  wanted  to  know  how  many  pigs 
were  kept  by  certain  factories,  and  the  price 
the  settlers  received  for  their  milk ;  he  wanted 
to  know  on  what  terms  the  settlers  received 
back  skim-milk,  and  a  great  many  other  ques- 
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tions bad  to  be  answered  tbat  seemed  to  bim 
to  bave  nothing  to  do  with  the  quality  of  the 
butter.  He  noticed  that  the  Stock  Committee 
had  improved  the  Bill,  and  he  gave  them  credit 
for  so  doing ;  but  be  thought  it  was  capable 
of  still  further  improvement,  and,  though  be 
should  vote  for  its  committal,  he  hoped  that 
a  number  of  objectionable  clauses  would  be 
amended  in  Committee,  or  struck  oat  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  DUNCAN   said  that,  with  others,  be 
took  exception  to  this  grading,  for  the  reason 
that  no  one  could  convince  him  that  a  grader, 
let  him   be   ever  such    an    expert,   could    do 
justice.    Justice  could  not   be  done,  for  this 
reason:  Cheese  that  would  be  appreciated  in 
one  country  or  in  one  part  of  a  country  would 
be   called   second  class  in  another,  and   vice 
versa ;  cheese  that  would  suit  Victoria  or  Bris- 
bane would  not  suit  England ;  and  therefore 
in  grading   cheese   or   butter   there  would   be 
great  injustice   to  many  districts  which   pro- 
duced first-class  butter  and   cheese.     Besides 
that,  lie  had  never  seen  the  man  yet,  and  he 
did  not  believe  there  was  one  in  existence,  who 
could  grade  to  perfection  and  in  a  fair  way, 
because  what  one  would  call  first  class  another 
would   call   second  class,   and  vice  versa.     It 
would   be  objectionable   to  any  one  who  was 
exporting   cheese  perhaps   equally  good  with 
another's,  but  which  might  be  milder  in  taste, 
to  have  his  produce  branded  as  second  olaaa. 
Tbat  would  never  do  at  all.    The  same  would 
apply  to  districts.     Butter  that  came  from  one 
district  would  have  a  difierent  taste,  flavour, 
and    quality    from    that    which    came    from 
another,  and  it  would  be  the  same  with  cheese. 
Therefore  this  grading  could  not  work  well,  and 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  they  must 
try  to  make  other  arrangements  than  those 
that  were  provided  in  the  Bill,  because  they 
would  not  work  to  the  profit  of  those  who  made 
these  articles.    There  was  another  matter,  with 
regard  to  the  inspection  of  ground,  water,  and 
such-like,  which  possibly  might  be  carried  on, 
but  it  would  be  very  irksome  to  the  public. 
He  thought  they  had  not  arrived  at  the  stage 
when  these  provisions  should  be  in  the  law, 
and  these  were  portions  of  the  Bill  he  hoped 
to  see  amended  in  Committee.    There  was  no 
doubt  there  would  be  a  good  deal  in  having  an 
examiner  to  see  that  there  was  nothing  shipped 
tbat  was  not  of  good  quality,  to  see  tbat  the 
produce  was  not  tainted,  that  it  was  in  a  good 
state,  and  fit  for  human  food  in  every  way. 
Nothing  further  than  tbat  was  required.     If 
this  system  of  grading  were  applied  to  frozen 
mutton,  if  sheep  had  to  be  tasted,  and  each 
one  specified  and  branded  as  first-,  second-,  or 
third-class  mutton,  what  sort  of  arrangement 
would  that  be  ?     Would  it  make  any  difference, 
when  the  meat  arrived  in  London,  to  its  sale  ? 
No  one  would  submit  to  that  for  a  moment, 
nor  would  the  exporters  submit  to  have  the 
cheese  and  butter   classified  as   first,  second, 
or  third  class  as  long  as  it  was  up  to  a  fair 
standard   of  quality.     He  should  not  support 
the  proposal    for   grading,   but    otherwise    he 
should  support  the  Bill,  though  he  might  say 
Mr.  Money 


there  were  amendments  that  ahonld  be  made- 
in  Conmiittee. 

Mr.  FIiATMAN  desired  to  compliment  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  on  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  a  very  good  measure,  taking  it 
all  round,  though  there  might  be  some  slight 
imperfections  in  it  which  might  be  rectified  in 
Committee.  He  rather  agreed  with  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi 
with  regard  to  the  plaoe  where  the  cool-stores 
should  be  erected.  This  Bill  was  not  only  to 
protect  the  community  from  having  bad  articles 
sold  to  them,  but  it  would  also  encourage  our 
great  dairy  indastry  by  keeping  first-class 
brands  in  the  market.  Nothing  would  go  so 
much  against  the  dairy  industry  as  our  produce 
getting  a  bad  name  at  the  place  where  ex- 
ported. In  these  days  of  keen  competition  we 
could  not  be  too  careful.  He  believed  the  Bill 
was  necessary.  We  should  look  after  dairy  pro- 
duce which  was  shipped  out  of  the  country,  to 
prevent  the  public  from  being  duped  as  they 
bad  been  in  the  past,  and  also  to  keep  our  good 
name.  It  might  be  thought  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  Bill  the  Inspectors  were  given  too  much 
powec;  but  he  did  not  think  that  was  so,  be- 
cause they  would  not  take  advantage  to  the 
full  of  the  power  that  was  given  them.  The 
provisions  were  simply  meant  to  keep  the  manu- 
facturer within  bounds,  and  to  make  him  pro- 
duce an  article  tbat  was  worthy  of  the  name 
of  our  country.  If  a  few  amendments  were 
made  in  the  Bill  they  might  improve  it;  bnt 
he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be  hacked  about 
too  much.  The  Bill  had  been  very  carefully 
gone  through  by  the  Joint  Stock  Committee, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  it  could  be  very 
well  improved.  As  to  the  schedule  containing 
objectionable  matter,  he  did  not  know  that  it 
was  of  much  consequence  whether  it  was  oc 
was  not  known  how  many  pigs  a  person  kept. 
It  was  simply  a  matter  of  statistics,  but  was  of 
very  little  importance.  It  was  quite  possible  a 
person  might  never  be  asked  bow  many  pigs  he 
kept,  and  if  he  was  asked  such  a  question  it 
would  not  hurt  him  to  give  a  straight  answer. 
He  trusted  that  the  Bill  would  be  put  through 
with  very  little  alteration,  and  the  alterations 
that  were  made  would,  he  trusted,  be  in  the 
right  direction.  He  considered  the  Bill  was 
for  the  welfare  of  every  colonist — not  only  for 
those  actually  engaged  in  the  industry,  but  for 
the  welfare  of  the  colony  generally. 

Mr.  McIiACHLAN  said  it  appeared  neces- 
sary tbat  every  member  should  speak  on  this 
very  important  Bill.  Now,  he  thought  he 
knew  as  much  about  dairying  as  any  member 
of  the  House,  and  he  thought  the  Bill  was  a 
piece  of  useless  legislation.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  clauses  there  was  nothing  that 
was  required  in  it,  and  it  was  most  vexatious. 
Why  should  the  Government  legislate  as  to  the 
statute  gallon  of  milk?  They  sold  their  milk 
by  the  hundredweight  or  by  the  pound,  or  by 
its  butter-producing  qualities.  To  legislate  to 
say  that  lO^lb.  of  milk  should  be  a  gallon  was 
hardly  worth  while.  A  great  many  things 
provided  here  were,  he  understood,  provided 
for  in  the  Publio  Health  Act  with  regard  to 
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the  inspeotion  of  dailies.  He  knew  that  was 
80  in  Ganteibuiy,  and  he  did  not  guppoae 
that  was  exoeptioual.  With  legard  to  grading 
butter  at  ports  of  export,  that  might  be  a 
good  thing.  Be  did  not  know  whether  it  vrould 
prove  so  or  not ;  but  he  was  afraid  they  might 
get  a  bad  repute  if  they  put  the  broad  arrow 
on  some  exported  butter  if  it  was  "  Al  "  here 
and  arrived  in   London  as  cart -grease.    The 

„  on  buyers  would  place  very  little  reliance 
'  upon  the  brand,  and  no  brand  that 
could  be  put  upon  it  in  the  colony  would  be 
taken  as  a  certificate  when  it  arrived  in  Lon- 
don. With  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  milk 
received  by  the  factories,  he  understood  that 
the  factories  in  the  North  and  Middle  Islands 
were  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the  milk ;  but 
he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Government 
that  no  legislation  they  could  pass  would  ever 
produce  better  butter  than  they  were  producing 
at  present,  and,  if  they  sent  an  expert  to  every 
&ctory  to  make  the  butter  himself,  the  fact  of 
his  doing  so,  or  the  fact  of  two  or  three  experts 
going  around  the  country  visiting  the  dairies, 
would  not  improve  the  quality  of  the  butter. 
He  was  not  going  to  otter  any  factious  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill,  but  if  there  were  one  good 
clause  in  it  he  would  be  prepared  to  support 
it.  There  were,  however,  a  great  many  useless 
clauses  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  agreed  with  most  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  He  had  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  the  agricultural  society  in  his  district ; 
but  unfortunately  that  society  did  not  agree' 
with  it,  and  they  had  passed  muuaimously  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the 
whole  Act  is  of  a  very  stringent  and  tyrannical 
nature,  calculated  to  materially  injure  all 
producers  of  milk  products,  except  those  that 
have  the  advantage  of  being  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  large  factories." 

He  quite  agreed  that  in  many  respects 
clause  11,  which  provided  that  milk  supplied 
to  a  dairy  factory  should  be  cooled  or  aerated, 
was  a  tyremnical  one  ;  and  the  same  remark 
applied  to  clause  12,  which  provided  for  the 
rate  of  payment  for  milk.  These  were  mostly 
Oommittee  objections ;  but  he  believed  that 
moat  of  the  objections  the  agricultural  societies 
had  to  the  measure  were  now  met  by  the 
amendment  made  in  the  definition  of  the 
word  "dairy."  Before  the  Bill  went  to  the 
Joint  Stock  Committee  the  word  "  dairy " 
meant  any  "  place  in  which  butter  or  cheese 
is  manufactured " ;  and  a  man  who  had  one 
oow  might  have  his  house  called  a  dairy,  and 
have  to  register  it  and  to  put  a  brand  upon  his 
produce.  As  the  definition  of  the  word  stood 
now,  it  did  not  apply  to  any  place  where  butter 
was  made  unless  it  was  manufactured  for  ex- 
port. That  amendment  would  exempt  a  num- 
ber of  small  farmers,  and  would  meet  to  a 
large  extent  many  of  the  objections  that  had 
been  raised  throughout  the  colony  to  the  Bill, 
where  farmers  merely  sold  their  milk  in  their 
own  neighbourhood,  or  even  in  the  nearest 
town.  With  regard  to  grading,  he  agreed  with 
the  grading  of  butter,  but  not  with  the  grading 
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of  cheese,  because  in  a  few  months  the  whole 
character  of  that  article  might  bo  altered,  and, 
as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutba,  in  the  case  of  cheese  it  was 
a  question  of  individual  taste  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  and  it  was  not  practicable  to 
grade  it  at  the  particular  port  of  shipment. 
Besides,  there  were  many  farmers  who  had 
sent  a  large  quantity  of  cheese  Home  who 
objected  to  samples  being  taken  out.  He  had 
a  numbet  of  suggestions  to  make  in  Commit- 
tee, but  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
dealing  with  them  on  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  Minister  of  Lands,  he  was 
quite  sure  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
harass  or  irritate  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  dairying  industry  in  this  colony.  He 
believed  the  honourable  gentleman's  intention, 
in  introducing  this  Bill,  was  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  that  industry,  and  to  place  it 
on  a  sound  footing.  It  was  a  matter  of  abso- 
lute necessity,  if  this  industry  was  to  occupy 
the  place  which  it  ought  to  occupy,  that  it 
should  be  very  carefully  protected  against  un- 
scrupulous individuals.  One  objection  against 
the  Bill  was  said  to  be  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  it ;  but  he  thought  there  was  a  necessity 
as  long  as  they  had  to  deal  with  unscrupulous 
persons  who  were  engaged  in  the  trade,  and 
who  would  palm  ofi  an  inferior  article  for  one 
of  higher  quality,  thereby  injuring  the  reputa- 
tion of  our  colonially-made  article.  The  Bill 
was  in  the  interests  of  those  who  were  honestly 
endeavouring  to  develop  the  dairying  industry, 
and  to  place  a  good  article  on  the  English 
market.  The  ilax  industry  had  been  ruined 
by  the  action  of  unscrupulous  persons,  who 
had  filled  the  centre  of  bales  of  manufactured 
fibre  with  an  inferior  article.  These  bales  had 
been  sent  to  the  English  market,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  New  Zealand  suffered  a 
heavy  loss,  and  the  English  buyers  looked  with 
suspicion  upon  the  article  they  imported.  He 
did  not  say  that  had  been  the  whole  cause  of 
the  depreciation  in  manufactured  flax.  There 
had  been  other  causes,  but  it  was  evident  that 
this  had  helped  to  depreciate  the  article ;  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  Minis- 
ter and  the  House  would  be  justified  in  passing 
the  measure  now  before  them.  He  had  read 
the  Bill  carefully  through,  and  must  say  that  it 
seemed  to  be  free  from  those  legal  expressions 
and  ambiguities  which  characterized  most  of 
the  Bills  submitted  to  this  House,  and  which 
laymen  found  it  difficult  to  understand.  From 
returns  laid  before  the  House  this  session  he 
noticed  that  the  dairying  industry  had  ex- 
tended during  the  past  twelve  months,  the 
export  of  butter  and  cheese  last  year  having 
been  £354,000,  or  £30,000  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year.  Taking  the  District  of  Can- 
terbury daring  the  past  two  years,  the  industry 
had  grown  rapidly.  They  had  now  a  central 
dairy  factory  in  Gbristchurch,  having  eight  or 
nine  creameries  connected  with  it.  This  in- 
dustry was  going  to  help  to  advance  this 
colony  very  materially.  There  was  one  point 
he  vrished  to  mention.    On  visiting  New  Ply- 
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mouth  a  few  weeks  ago  he  met  persons  con- 
nected with  the  butter-and-cheaae  industty, 
and  they  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  New 
Plymouth  should  be  placed  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  other  four  ports  of  export ;  and  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  consideration. 
Last  year  the  value  of  the  export  of  butter 
from  New  Plymouth  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
£187,700,  or  about  one-half  of  the  total  value 
of  the  butter  and  cheese  exported  from  the 
colony.  This  being  so,  he  thought  New  Ply- 
mouth was  entitled  to  every  consideration, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and 
endeavour  to  make  provision  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  that  important  district.  As  to 
the  Dairy  Experts  moving  about  the  country 
amongst  the  dairy  factories,  he  had  heard  no- 
thing but  praise.  They  were  men  who  knew 
their  work,  and  did  it ;  who,  when  visiting 
factories,  not  infrequently  took  otE  their  coats, 
donned  a  white  apron,  turned  up  their  sleeves, 
and  showed  how  to  manufacture  a  pound  of 
butter.  An  honourable  gentleman  asked  if  he 
had  seen  them  doing  it.  No;  but  he  bad  heard 
on  good  authority,  from  those  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  dairy  factories,  that  they  did 
do  so.  He  would  be  happy  to  assist  in  putting 
the  Bill  through. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  this  Bill  was  one  of 
the  most  important  measures  that  had  come 
before  the  House  this  session.  He  regarded  it 
as  absolutely  necessary,  if  they  wished  to  put  a 
good  article  upon  the  London  market,  that  they 
should  take  care,  from  the  very  foundation,  to 
see  that  everything  connected  with  the  manu- 
facture of  dairy  produce,  and  butter  especially, 
was  put  on  a  proper  basis.  If  they  conversed 
with  the  dairy  managers  they  would  find  that 
they  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  inspec- 
tion of  produce,  and  of  the  inspection  of  the 
stockyards,  cows,  and  everything  connected 
with  the  'delivery  of  milk.  It  was  also  evi- 
dent that  the  settlers  were  desirous  that  the 
factories  should  be  kept  perfectly  clean,  euid 
that  the  manufacture  of  butter  should  be  on 
the  very  best  and  most  scientific  basis,  in  order 
that  the  quality  might  be  good.  He  believed 
that  everybody,  from  the  farmer  to  the  manu- 
facturer,— in  fact,  everybody  connected  with  the 
raising  of  butter  and  dairy  produce, — desired 
that  its  shipment  should  be  carefully  watched, 
and  this  Bill  provided  that  it  should  be  watched 
from  the  time  the  milk  came  from  the  cow 
to  the  time  the  butter  or  cheese  was  put  on 
board  the  vessel,  and  placed  on  the  London 
market.  It  was  not  only  necessary  that  all 
this  should  be  insured,  but  it  was  also  neces- 
sary that  they  should  provide  against  the 
contingency  of  some  persons  desiring  to  palm 
ofi  an  inferior  article.  If  they  looked  at  the 
butter  trade  of  the  past  they  would  find  that 
many  individuals  in  New  Zealand  had  made 
considerable  profit  by  collecting  all  sorts  of 
butter  and  palming  it  oS  as  factory  butter, 
whereas  some  of  the  samples  were  of  very  in- 
ferior quality,  such  as  only  resulted  in  a  loss 
to  the  shippers.  Very  much  harm  had  been 
4one  to  the  trade  by  such  butter  being  palmed 
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ofi  as  New  Zealand  factory  butter.  For  these 
reasons,  he  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  pass,  as 
it  was  a  good  Bill,  and  had  been  approved  of 
by  the  experts  of  the  colony.  He  would  not 
refer  to  the  question  of  grading,  except  to  say 
that  he  agreed  with  what  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
said  in  regard  to  cheese,  which  was  not  alwajrs 
to  be  judged  the  same  as  butter;  and  for  that 
reason  it  would  be  better  to  leave  cheese  oat 
of  the  grading  provisions  of  the  Bill.  They 
had  not  only  their  own  experience,  but  they 
had  the  information  from  other  colonies.  He 
thought  the  House  ought  to  be  ve^  wary  in 
doing  anything  whatever  that  would  result  in 
loss  to  the  manufacturer.  He  had  been  told 
by  cheese-makers  that  a  good  cheese  had  no 
flavour  until  it  was  about  three  months  old, 
and,  as.  most  shippers  of  cheese  would  want 
their  cheese  shipped  before  it  was  that  age,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  tell  what  the  ultimate 
quality  of  a  cheese  would  be,  and  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  grade.  Then,  there  was  the 
question  of  the  four  ports  of  shipment  only. 
He  would  point  out  how  this  might  be  a  griev- 
ance to  some  shippers.  In  his  own  electorate 
there  were  several  factories  about  forty  miles 
from  Napier,  and,  if  these  people  were  com- 
pelled to  send  their  cheese  and  butter  to  the 
Wellington  port,  it  would  cost  considerably 
more  in  transit  than  if  sent  to  Napier.  He 
thought  that  could  be  met  by  freight  being 
charged  only  on  the  lesser  distance.  He  did 
not  wish  to  say  anything  further  at  present 
on  the  Bill,  but  when  it  was  in  Committee  he 
should  do  what  he  could  to  amend  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  only  wished  to  suggest  to  the 
Minister  that  in  Ireland, — in  Cork, — where  the 
butter  industry  had  been  carried  on  to  an  enor- 
mous extent,  grading  had  added  a  great  deal  to 
the  wealth  of  Ireland.  Cork  was  only  a  day, 
at  the  outside,  from  the  market  where  the  pro- 
duce was  sold. 

Mr.  J.  HcKENZIE. — It  has  been  a  success 
in  Victoria. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  they  had  not  some 
more  ma^Jhinery  than  was  provided  in  this  Bill. 
He  could  quite  understand  this  applying  to 
frozen  meat,  which  was  in  a  hard  state  when 
it  reached  the  other  end.  When  it  reached  the 
other  end  it  was  in  the  same  condition  as  the 
flesh  of  mammoths  of  Siberia,  which  had  been 
frozen  for  thousands  and  thousands  of  years. 
But  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the  butter  which 
was  put  into  a  cool-chamber  would  be  in  a 
somewhat  different  condition  when  it  reached 
the  other  end.  He  knew  of  some  excellent 
butter  having  been  exported  Home  some  time 
ago,  which,  when  it  arrived,  was  in  a  kind 
of  grease — "  bosh,"  he  believed,  was  the  tech- 
nical term — and  it  fetched  almost  nothing  a 
pound.  There  had  been  cases  when  a  vessel 
took  twelve  months  to  reach  England,  and  the 
butter  would  surely  be  in  a  different  condition 
when  it  reached  the  other  end.  He  would 
like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  what  he 
proposed  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
experts,  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  shipments 
of  produce  on  their  arrivu  at  Home,  whose 
du^  it  would  be  to  overhaul  them.    He  thought 
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there  should  be  some  Ehrracgement  of  that  kind. 
Take,  as  an  exeonple,  the  large  shipments  of 
tallow  sent  away  from  the  colony.  All  the 
loading  export  firms,  besides  having  an  expert 
to  overhaul  the  quantities  of  tallow  before  it 
reached  Home,  also  kept  an  agent  in  London 
to  see  that  the  produce  arrived  in  a  good  condi- 
tion, and  to  watch  the  condition  of  the  market. 
He  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister  to  state,  in  his 
reply,  whether  he  meant  to  have  any  agent  in 
England  to  see  whether  the  produce  was  landed 
in  a  good  condition ;  and,  wnile  an  agent  could 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  that  respect,  he  would 
also  suggest  that  he  could  watch  the  changes 
in  demand  for  various  sorts  of  tallow  in  the 
London  market  which  frequently  took  place. 
Unless  a  grader  were  kept  there,  to  keep  him- 
self thoroughly  posted  up  in  all  the  latest 
changes,  the  system  would  prove  thoroughly 
unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  HOGG'was  not  prepared  to  say  that  this 
Bill  was  by  any  means  perfection.  He  be- 
lieved in  the  old  adage  that  "  The  proof  o'  the 
puddin's  in  the  preein'  o't."  Very  likely  the 
farmers  would  have  an  opportunity  of  ascer- 
tGkining  for  themselves  whether  this  was  likely 
to  bo  an  improvement  on  the  present  law  or 
not.  The  honourable  member  who  had  iust 
sat  down  had  referred  to  the  excellence  of  Cork 
butter,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  article  which  was  called  "  Double- 
rose  Cork "  bad  had  a  high  reputation  for 
many  years,  possibly  half  a  century.  But  the 
singular  thing  was  that  this  excellent  product 
of  old  Ireland  had  been  produced  without 
the  assistance  of  any  Dairy  Industry  Bills 
whatever.  What  he  hoped  was  that  this  mea- 
sure would  not  be  found  to  be  of  an  oppressive 
character,  and  that  it  would  not  produce  too 
many  Inspectors,  because  the  result  of  an  over- 
inspection  of  dairies  and  dairy  factories  would 
tend  to  be  harassing  to  those  who  were  carry- 
ing on  this  very  important  industry.  Some 
reference  had  been  made  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  this  Bill  for  the  establishment  of 
cool-stores,  and  he  would  like  to  point  oat  that 
it  was  quite  probable  that  cool-stores  might 
be  established,  not  merely  at  the  port  of  ship- 
ment, but  also  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
He  believed  there  was  already  a  cool -store 
established  in  Palmerston  North,  and  probably 
before  very  long  another  cool-store  would  be 
established  in  the  heart  of  the  Forty-mile  Bush. 
If  those  who  produced  butter  and  prepared 
it  for  export  in  the  inland  centres,  such  as 
Palmerston  and  Pahiatua,  or,  possibly,  Wood- 
ville,  had  to  send  their  butter  to  Wellington,  to 
remain  there  for  a  statutory  term  of  four  days 
in  a  cool-store,  there  would  be  the  additional 
cost  to  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  J.  McKKKZIE.  — I  am  providing  for 
that. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  glad  to  hear  that,  because 
he  maintained  that  in  cases  where  this  in- 
dnstry  was  established,  and  the  necessary  ma- 
«hiDery  provided  for  cool-storage  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  there  would  be  no  need 
for  oool-storage  at  the  port  of  shipment.    Then, 


again,  if  honourable  members  would  turn 
their  attention  to  clause  14a  they  would  find 
that  the  Inspector  was  empowered  to  suspend 
or  cancel  any  certificate  if  the  dairies  were 
not  kept  to  his  satisfaction,  or  if  the  produce 
was  not  manufactured  to  his  requirements. 
Well,  he  maintained  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  danger  in  intrusting  suoh  drastic  powers 
to  an  army  of  Inspectors. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  We  had  that  a  few 
years  ago. 

Mr.  HOGG.— It  was  all  very  well  to  say  "  We 
had  that  a  few  years  ago,"  but  they  knew  cases 
of  injustice  such  as  he  had  alluded  to  had 
occurred  in  the  past.  There  had  been  cases  in 
the  Stock  Department  where  a  great  deal  of 
gross  injustice  had  been  done ;  and  he  would 
warn  honourable  members  against  the  danger 
they  might  Incur  by  passing  measures  of  a 
drastic  character,  which  empowered  Inspectors 
to  use  their  own  sweet  will  on  the  manufac- 
turers and  producers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— It  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  law  had  only  had  a  very 
brief  trial.  It  should  not  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  an  Inspector  to  close  a  factory 
because  everything  was  not  up  to  his  require- 
ments, but  there  should  be  proper  machinery 
by  which  a  dairy-factory  owner  might  apply 
to  another  tribunal,  so  that  he  should  not 
be  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  an  In- 
spector, who  was  only  responsible  to  the  head 
of  his  department.  They  were  giving,  he 
thought,  an  undue  amount  of  authority  to  de- 
partmental officers,  who  might  injure  rather 
than  help  the  industries  of  the  country  by 
hampering  those  who  were  carrying  on  manu- 
factures. He  was  not  going  to  refer  to  the 
various  clauses  of  the  BiU,  but  he  hoped 
they  would  be  very  carefully  considered  in 
Committee,  because  he  could  say  there  were 
undoubtedly  several  which  would  be  improved 
by  amendment,  and  others  which  would  require 
to  be  rejected ;  otherwise  it  would  be  found 
that  the  operation  of  the  measure  would,  in 
some  respects,  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the 
industry. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  discussion  that 
had  taken  place  on  this  Bill,  he  was  sure,  would 
prove  to  honourable  members  the  very  great 
difficulty  there  was  in  legislating  on  a  subject 
such  as  this.  Almost  every  member  who  had 
got  up  had  spoken  in  approval  of  the  Bill,  but 
had  raised  objections  to  some  portion  of  it.  If 
all  these  disagreements  were  met  and  amend- 
ments proposed  and  carried  to  meet  their 
views,  it  would  seem  to  him  that  the  Bill  would 
then  be  quite  useless.  However,  he  must  con- 
gratulate the  House  on  the  advancement  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  views  of  members 
during  the  last  two  years.  Honourable  mem- 
bers who  were  here  when  the  present  Dairy 
Industry  Bill  was  put  through  would  remem- 
ber the  difficulty  he  had  experienced  in  getting 
any  measure  of  the  kind  on  the  statute-book. 
The  argument  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  was,  on  a  previous  occasion,  that 
they  were  going  to  harass  the  settlers  by  all 
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sorts  of  things  that  were  being  done.  He 
would  tell  honourable  members  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  ask  the  House,  before  the  session 
was  over,  to  grant  a  very  liberal  sum  of  money 
to  support  this  important  induBtry,  and  wibK- 
out  this  measure  that  sum  of  money  would  be 
entirely  wasted.  Unless  this  Bill  became  law 
it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  ask  the  House 
to  vote  that  money.  Kow,  let  them  see  what 
was  the  position.  Honourable  members  must 
remember  that  the  whole  system  of  dairy  pro- 
duction was  completely  changed,  not  only  in 
New  Zealand,  but  all  over  the  world.  Twelve 
years  ago  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  factory 
in  New  Zealand.  Four  years  after  the  first  fac- 
tory was  established — that  was,  eight  years  ago 
— there  were  only  four  factories  in  the  whole  of 
the  colony.  Well,  they  had  advanced,  up  to 
last  year,  to  164  factories  in  New  Zealand,  and 
during  last  year  that  number  had  been  in- 
creased by  seventy-four.  This  was  before  the 
report  was  compiled  which  he  had  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  since  then  the  de- 
partment had  received  intimation  that  there 
were  forty-three  further  dairy  factories  esta- 
blished or  about  to  be  established  in  New 
Zealand.  He  asked  members  representing 
country  constituencies  to  consider  what  was 
the  reason  that  these  factories  were  being  esta- 
blished from  day  to  day  and  were  becoming  so 
numerous  in  the  colony.  The  reason  was  that 
they  could  find  a  better  market  for  produce 
made  in  factories  than  under  the  old  system, 
under  which  farmers  produced  their  own  butter. 
They  had  now  before  them  the  experience  of 
other  countries ;  and  if  they  were  to  keep  pace 
with  other  countries,  and  place  their  produce  on 
the  London  market,  and  obtain  for  it  the  same 
prices  as  were  obtained  by  other  countries,  they 
must  keep  paoe  with  the  legislation  that  had 
taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
legislation  of  other  countries  had  been  far  more 
drastic  than  anything  that  hod  been  proposed 
in  the  Bill  before  the  House.  If  honourable 
members  would  look  at  the  Dairy  Acts  of  Can- 
ada, the  United  States,  or  Victoria  they  would 
find  that  the  regulations  were  far  more  drastic 
than  anything  be  had  submitted  to  the  House. 
.Q  »  He  submitted  the  Bill  to  the  House 
'  in  its  present  shape  well  knowing  the 
difficulties  he  would  have  to  contend  with  in 
getting  it  through  the  House  in  such  a  shape 
as  he  thought  necessary.  Almost  every  one 
of  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  which  was  not 
already  law  was  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  him 
two  years  ago.  He  had  at  that  time  to  give 
way  to  the  feeling  of  honourable  members,  and 
out  those  provisions  out  of  the  Bill.  If  they 
were  to  cut  them  out  again,  simply  because 
honourable  members  were  afraid  that  the 
settlers  would  be  harassed  by  this  measture, 
then  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  retain  the  Act 
which  was  on  the  statute-book  at  the  present 
time.  Some  twelve  years  ago  we  sent  only  a 
few  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  dairy  produce  to 
the  London  market,  whilst  last  year  we  sent 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds' 
worth ;  and  it  was  expected  this  year  that 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  received  for  dairy 
Mr  J.  McKemie 


produce  from  Home  would  be  about  half  a  mil- 
lion. He  was  sure  that  honouraUe  members 
who  knew  the  climates  of  New  Zealand  and 
Victoria  must  admit  that  we  ought,  at  any  rata, 
to  send  as  much  produce  from  our  dairy  fac- 
tories to  the  London  market  as  was  sent  from 
Victoria.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
climate  of  Victoria  was  not  nearly  as  suitable 
for  dairying  as  that  of  New  Zealand,  Victoria 
last  year  took  £700,000  from  England  for  dairy 
produce  ;  and  if  we  were  to  keep  pace  with 
Victoria  and  with  the  other  colonies,  and  with 
the  Canadian  and  American  people,  then  we 
must  send  our  produce  to  the  London  mar- 
ket in  the  same  way  that  they  <fid,  otherwise 
we  should  be  shut  out.  There  were  a  num- 
ber of  objections  which  had  been  raised  in 
connection  with  the  Bill-  which  were  simply 
Committee  objections.  With  regard  to  the 
question  raisod  by  the  honourable  member  foi 
Wellington  Suburbs  with  reference  to  London 
inspectors,  and  also  as  to  the  question  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  that 
we  should  have  a  system  of  grading  at  the 
other  end,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  great 
mistake  for  us  to  try  anything  of  the  sort.  Let 
us  first  grade  at  this  end,  and  see  how  ouz 
produce  arrived  at  Home.  We  could  have  a 
system  of  inspection  at  the  olher  end ;  but 
to  say  that  we  were  to  have  a  double  system 
of  grading  would,  he  thought,  be  a  mistake 
at  the  present  time.  However,  we  must  pro- 
ceed in  this  matter  as  experience  taught  ng, 
and  as  we  found  necessary  and  in  our  own. 
interests.  He  did  not  desire  the  House  to 
go  further  than  they  could  safely  go  at  tlie 
present  time.  If  they  found,  after  bringi^ 
the  Bill  into  force,  thai  it  was  not  sufficient 
to  carry  out  what  the  colony  wanted,  then 
they  could  amend  the  Act  next  year,  and  so 
on.  They  were  only  taking  a  step  further 
in  advance  this  year  upon  the  experience  they 
had  gained  during  the  last  two  years.  He 
might  state  that  the  Bill  had  been  submitted 
to  a  very  large  number  of  dairy  associations 
throughout  the  colony,  and  to  a  number  of 
the  owners  of  dairy  factories.  A  large  num- 
ber of  them  had  returned  replies  stating  that 
they  were  willing  to  support  the  Bill.  Many 
suggested  amendments  were  made,  and,  after 
going  over  these  amendments  very  carefully 
in  Wellington,  they  had  as  far  as  possible 
endeavoured  to  meet  the  desires  of  the  dairy 
associations  and  the  dairy  -  factory  owners. 
Of  course,  they  had  not  been  able  to  meet 
them  all — that  would  be  impossible ;  but  so 
far  as  they  possibly  could  they  bad  tried  to 
meet  all  the  valid  objections  raised.  The  Bill 
had  gone  through  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses.  He  thought  it  would  be  found  that 
each  clause  was  considered  on  its  merits,  that 
honourable  members  would  find  that  the  Bill 
was  required,  and  that,  with  very  slight  modi- 
fications, it  would  be  found  suitable  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  cool -storage,  it  was 
provided  that  cool -storage  should  be  aSorded 
at  the  four  principal  ports  of  the  colony.  There 
was  also  a  clause  in  the  Bill  enabling  the  Q»- 
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vaiTiment  at  any  time,  by  Order  in  Council,  to 
make  any  other  port  in  the  colony  a  port  at 
Trhich  produce  ooald  be  graded  and  cooled. 
He  migbt  point  this  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers :  that  whenever  the  Government  declared 
any  port  a  port  to  ship  dairy  produce  from,  or 
a  ixirt  at  which  it  could  be  cooled  and  graded, 
then  they  would  have  to  find  the  necessary 
machinery  at  such  place,  and  they  would  also 
have  to  find  graders  at  any  such  place.  He 
thought  they  shonld  first  confine  themselves 
to  the  four  large  shipping  ports  of  the  colony ; 
and  then,  in  the  case  of  any  other  place,  such 
as  Waitara,  where  a  contract  might  he  carried 
cut  by  a  shipping  company  to  send  steamers 
there,  when  the  Qovernment  were  satisfied 
that  those  steamers  would  go  there  and  take 
the  produce,  they  had  power  to  declare  that  a 
shipping  port  in  addition.  He  thought  that 
would  meet  all  objections.  He  might  say  it 
was  their  intention,  for  the  first  year,  to  give 
this  matter  a  fair  trial,  and  to  provide  the 
storage  free  at  each  of  the  four  ports  during 
the  time  the  butter  was  being  graded,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  extra  expense  such  as  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton.  There  was  one  point  which  was 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  That  was  in 
connection  with  the  5th  clause.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  maintained  that  that  clause 
would  trench  \.\)K>n  the  powers  of  the  local 
bodies.  That  clause  did  not  in  any  way 
trench  upon  the  powers  of  the  local  bodies. 
It  simply  allowed  the  Government  to  appoint 
oflficers  to  inspect  dairies,  but  in  no  way  inter- 
fered with  the  duties  of  local  bodies  in  the 
matter.  At  least,  he  was  advised  that  was 
80.  There  were  a  few  amendments  which  he 
thought  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  Bill 
clearer.  Otherwise,  be  thought  the  Bill  should 
go  through  as  it  was  at  the  present  time.  He 
need  not  again  refer  to  the  very  great  import- 
ance of  this  question  to  the  colony.  If  they 
expected  to  get  a  large  population  upon  the 
soil,  it  must  be  done  by  encouraging  the  dairy 
industry  as  much  as  possible.  This  industry 
had  raised  other  countries  from  a  slate  of  stag- 
nation and  ruin.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  before  ten  years  were  over  the  dairy 
produce  of  New  Zealand  would  be  of  as  much 
value  in  the  London  market  as  the  frozen 
mutton  was  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— In  less  time. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said,  perhaps  so.  If  they 
looked  back  to  the  very  great  strides  made  by 
this  industry  during  the  last  twelve  years,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  it  was  most  re- 
markable, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  in  the  next  ten  years  the  industry  would 
continue  to  make  great  progress. 

Bill  committed. 

nf  COMUITTEE. 

Clause  11.— 'Milk  to  be  cooled  or  aSrated. 
The    Committee  divided  on   the    question, 
"  That  this  olawie  he  a  clause  of  the  BiU." 
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Crowther 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McNab 

Steward 

Graham 

Millar 

Tanner 

Hall 

Mills 

Ward 
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Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 
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Allen 

Lawry 

Tellers. 
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Harris 
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Massey. 

Kelly,  W. 

Patb. 

Fot 

,                          , 

AgainsL 

Pete. 

Buiok. 

Majority  for,  83. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  12. — Bate  of  payment  for  milk. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  add  to  the  clause, 
"  Provided  this  clause  shall  not  afieot  any  con- 
tract for  supply  of  milk  to  dairy  factories  ot 
creameries  prior  to  the  coming  into  operation 
of  this  Act." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  proviso  added. 

Clause  15. — Particulars  to  be  stamped  or 
marked  on  cheese  or  butter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  person,"  and  insert  "  owner  of  a  dairy 
factory  or  creamery." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  19.— New  subsection  (1)  (o) :  "  Every 
person  exporting  butter  shall  have  such  butter 
placed  in  the  cool-store  proclaimed  by  the 
Governor  at  the  port  of  shipment  at  least 
four  clear  days  prior  to  shipment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  cooled  or  frozen.  The  ports  of 
shipment  to  be  Auckland,  Wellington,  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  Port  Chalmers,  and  such  others  as 
the  Governor  may  from  time  to  time  proclaim 
by  Order  in  Council." 

Mr.  BUDDO  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  at  the  port  of  shipment." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out 
subsection  (c)  of  section  2 :  "  Shall,  prior  to 
shipment,  inspect  and  grade  each  lot  of  cheese, 
and  shall  stamp  or  mark  each  cheese,  and  each 
keg,  box,  or  package  containing  such  cheese, 
with  the  official  stamp  or  mark  and  the  figure 
denoting  the  grade." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  subsection  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Atbs,  29. 
Buddo  Flatman  Lawry 

Camell  Hall-Jones         Maslin 

Carroll  Hogg  McOowan 

Collins  Joyce  McKenzie,  J. 

Orowth«r  Lang  MoKenzie,  R. 
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McLachlan 

Pinkerton         Ward 

McNab 

Seddon               Wilson. 

Millar 

Smith,  E.  M.            Tellers. 

Morrison 

Smith,  G.  J.      Meredith 

Parata 

Stevens               Mills. 

Noes,  15. 

Allen 

Heke                 Steward 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Tanner. 

Dunoan 

Mackenzie,  T.           TeUert. 

Green 

Pirani                Massey 

Hall 

Buasell,  W.  B.  Montgomery 

Harris 

Pais. 

For 

Against. 

Bnick. 

Pere. 

Majority  for,  U. 

Clause  retained. 

Subsection  (S),  second  paragraph. — "  For  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  and  grading  the  quality 
of  any  butter  or'cheese,  the  grader  may  open 
and  sample  any  one  or  more  kegs,  boxes,'  or 
packages  of  each  lot  of  such  butter  or  cheese, 
and  Skffiz  the  official  stamp  and  grade-mark  on 
the  lot,  or  any  portion  thereof,  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  sample  thereof." 

Major  STEWARD  moved,  That  the  foUow- 
ing  words  be  inserted  after  the  words  "  sample 
thereof " :  "  The  Qovemor  may  also,  if  he  shall 
d6em  it  expedient  so  to  do,  appoint  persons  to 
inspect  at  the  ports  of  arrival  butter  produced 
in  the  colony  and  shipped  from  New  Zealand 
ports,  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided in  regard  to  inspection  prior  to  uiip- 
ment,  and  Oxe  official  stamp  denoting  grading 
at  port  of  arrival  shall  be  'A,'  'B,'  or  'C, ' 
prefixed  by  a  oross  (x),  as  denoting  first, 
second,  or  third  grade  respectively." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 
Cam  ell 
Crowther 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 

Buchanan 

Carroll 

Collins 

Green 

Hall 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

For. 
Allen 
Pere. 


AYES,  12. 
Harris 
Heke 

McLachlan 
Montgomery 

Noes,  28. 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McNab 
Meredith 
MiUar 
Mills 
Morrison 
O'Began 
Parata 


Smith,  G.  J. 

Tellers. 
Steward 
Wilson. 


Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Bussell,  W.  B. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Faibs. 


Against. 
Seddon 
Buick. 


Majority  against,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  21. — "  In  all  proceedings  under  this 
Act  for  any  ofience  or  breach  thereof  the 
person  against  whom  such  proceedings  are 
token  shall  be  deemed  to  have  committed  the 


offence  or  to  have  done  the  act  charged  or 
alleged,  as  the  case  may  be,  unless  he  shall 
prove  to  the  contrary;  and  such  proof  shall 
not  be  upon  the  Inspector  or  other  officer  who 
shall  have  taken  any  such  proceedings." 

Mr.  McNAB  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  "In,"  with  the  view  of  inserting 
the  following  words :  "  any  proceedings  for  the 
recovery  of  a  penalty  under  sections  sixteen, 
seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen  hereof,  the 
onus  of  proof  that  he  is  not  liable  to  any 
penalty  shall  lie  upon  the  person  against 
whom  the  information  is  laid." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  20. 

Buddo 

McKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  E.M. 

Camell 

Meredith 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Millar 

Ward 

Lawry 

Mills 

Wilson. 

Maslin 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

McOowan 

Parata 

HaU 

McKenzie,  J. 

Pinkerton 

Joyce. 

Noes,  20. 

BeU 

Hogg 

Russell,  G.  W 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Russell,  W.  E 

Collins 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

McGuire 

Tanner. 

Flatman 

McLachlan               Tellers. 

B'raser 

O'Began 

McNab 

Harris 

Pirani 
Paths 

Montgomery. 

For 

Against. 

Buick 

Te  Ao 

Cadman 

Mitohelson 

Cameross 

Bell 

Eamshaw 

Duthie 

Hall-Jones 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mackintosh 

McGuire 

Beeves 

Green 

Seddon. 

Allen. 

The  Chazbhan  gave  his  casting-vote  with 
the  "  Noes." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  as  amended  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


Buchanan 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

HaU 

Joyce 


Buddo 
Eraser 
Harris 
Hogg 
Kelly,  J.  W. 


Ayes,  25. 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 


Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Wilson. 


Noes,  14. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Tanner. 
O'Began  Tellers. 

Pirani  Montgomery 

Russell,  G.  W.  Bussell,  W.  R. 


Massey 
McQmre 
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Faibs. 
For.  Agaimt. 

Buick  Pete 

Seddon.  Allen. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Motion  agieed  to. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Hause  adjourned  at  half-past  two  o'clock 
a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thunday,  11th  October,  1894. 


First  Reading— Third  Beading— Qovemment  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers— Government  Railways  Bill— 
Public  Works  Bill— Native  Land  Court  Bill. 


took  the  chair  at 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 


FIRST  READING. 
Dairy  Industry  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Harbours  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  tlie 
third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  said  he  had  the 
previous  day  moved  that  subsection  (7)  of  clause 
36  be  struck  out,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  asked  him  to  wait  until  the  Bill  was 
reprinted.  He  also  objected  to  the  new  sub- 
section (8)  which  had  been  introduced  the 
previous  day  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  with 
reference  to  the  Westland  and  Nelson  Native 
reserves.  These  lands  had  not  been  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  until  the  amendment  was  inserted. 
He  thought  it  was  unfair  to  put  such  a  subsec- 
tion into  the  Bill,  certainly  seeing  that  it  had 
not  been  inserted  in  the  other  House.  He 
strongly  objected  to  these  reserves  being  in- 
cluded. The  land  in  the  Oreymouth  portion  of 
the  reserves  was  town-district  land,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  should  be  included.  No  notice  hod 
been  given  to  the  residents  there  that  such  a 
clause  was  going  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  and 
he  therefore  moved.  That  clause  25  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  amending  subsections 
(7)  and  (8). 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  asked  his  honour- 
able friend  to  withdraw  the  motion,  as  the  lands 
referred  to  were  mostly  town  and  suburban, 
and,  as  such'  were  exempt,  the  amendment  was 
quite  unnecessary.  If  there  were  any  rurej 
lands  they  would  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Act,  out  all  the  land  in  Greymouth  and  in 
Westland  would  be  exempt. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  stated,  in  answer  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  Westland 
and  Nelson  Native  reserves  comprised  large 
hlooks  of  land  of  many  thousand  acres,  which 
weie  not  town  lands,  extending  from  diflerent 


eirta  of  the  Wairan,  in  the  Nelson  Provincial 
istrict,  to  the  West  Coast. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  call 
attention  to  the  position  of  the  Bill.  It  was  in 
such  a  state  that  the  sooner  it  went  to  a  Con- 
ference, if  such  Conference  were  required  by 
the  other  House,  the  better,  and  the  point 
referred  to  would  no  doubt  be  dealt  with  there. 
The  Bill  had  been  practically  destroyed. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  from  hig 
point  of  view  it  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
rendered  of  very  little  use,  but  when  it  went  to 
a  Conference  possibly  such  a  concession  might 
be  made  by  the  Council  as  would  make  it  a 
practical  measure.  He  thought,  therefore,  the 
sooner  it  went  to  the  other  House  the  better. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  contention  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa.  If  he  (Sir  P.  A.  Buckley) 
thought  it  afiected  in  the  slightest  degree  any 
interest  of  the  Natives  he  would  consent  to  the 
recommittal,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
in  error  in  supposing  that  it  did.  He  would 
therefore  ask  the  Council  to  read  the  Bill  the 
third  time. 

The  Council  divided. 

Ayes,  28. 


Bamicoat 

Kerr 

Reynolds 

Bolt 

MaoGregor 

Richardson 

Bonar 

McCuUough 

Rigg 

Bowen 

McLean 

Stevens 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Stewart 

Dignan 

Morris 

Swanson 

Ho  mes 

Oliver 

Walker,  L. 

Jenkinson 

Peacock 

Whitmore 

Jennings 
Kelly 

Pharazyn 

Whyte. 

Noes,  4. 

Acland 

Taiaroa 

WilUams. 

Peldwick 

* 

Majority  for, 

24. 

Bill  read  the  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— In  asking 
the  Council  to  agree  to  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Governor  in  this  Bill  I  should  like  to 
explain  its  position.  If  honourable  members 
will  look  at  clause  4,  subsection  (3),  they  will 
find  that  in  that  clause,  after  the  word  "  posi- 
tion," the  words  "  in  such  Service  as  if  they  had 
never  left  it "  are  struck  out,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  insert  the  following  words :  "respectively,  as 
if  they  had  continued  in  the  service  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  and  as  if  section  seventy-six  of 
'  The  Government  Railways  Act,  1887,'  had  not 
been  repealed.  The  provisions  of  that  seotioa 
shall  apply,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  any  of  such 
persons  who  shall  hereafter  retire  from  the 
service  of  Her  Majesty."  The  object  of  this  is 
to  place  the  officials  who  entered  the  service 
of  the  Commissioners  in  the  same  position  in 
which  they  were  before. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— It  does  not  do  that. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  admit  it 
would  look  at  the  first  blush  as  if  it  were  not 
so.  Up  to  the  year  1887  those  who  were  in  the 
Civil  Service  and  who  took  employment  under 
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the  Boilway  Conunissioneis  had  their  ri^ts 
under  the  Civil  Service  Act  preserved.  But 
they  got  a  great  deal  more  than  that :  they  got 
the  right  to  retire  from  the  Service  on  com- 
pensation, which  no  other  Civil  servant  bad. 
As  soon  as  the  railways  were  restored  to  Her 
Majesty  they  would  continue  to  have  the  same 
right,  with  the  exception  of  the  gap.  That  is 
scarcely  fair  as  regards  the  other  Civil  servants. 
At  first  sight,  I  am  hound  to  say  one  would 
suppose,  without  consideration,  that  that  was 
the  idea ;  but  we  want  to  restore  them  exactly 
as  they  were.  They  took  this  service  not  by 
their  own  act,  but  by  the  sanction  of  the 
Legislature ;  and  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  section  76,  to  which 
reference  is  made : — 

"  (1.)  The  rights  of  all  persons,  whether  ab- 
solute or  contingent,  who  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Act  were  in  the  Civil  Service  of 
the  colony,  and  who  by  virtue  of  this  Act  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, shall,  as  regards  claims  for  compensa- 
tion for  loss  of  office,  or  otherwise  in  respect 
thereof,  or  for  superannuation  allowance,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  preserved  up  to  the 
time  when  they  enter  the  service  of  the  Com- 
missioners ;  and  all  such  persons  shall  there- 
after be  subject  to  this  Act  and  all  regulations 
made  thereunder  in  respect  of  their  classifioa- 
tion,  promotion,  salaries  or  pay,  discipline,  and 
otherwise  howsoever." 

Now,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  many 
of  these  men  get  very  high  salaries.  Their 
salaries  have  been  increased  irrespectively  of 
the  question  of  the  Civil  Service  or  anything 
else.  Thoy  have  been  increased  out  of  all 
proportion  to  what  other  Civil  servants  were 
allowed,  and  it  would  have  been  conferring 
on  them  an  advantage  which  no  other  Civil 
servant  had.  Further  on  honourable  gentle- 
men will  notice, — 

"  (2.)  The  compensation  for  loss  of  office  or 
the  superanuuation  allowance  to  be  made  to 
any  such  person  as  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  or 
granted  upon  his  leaving  or  retiring  from  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners,  but  shall  be  cal- 
culated only  on  the  basis  of  his  employment 
in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony  prior  to  his 
entering  the  service  of  the  Commissioners  under 
this  Act: 

"  Provided  that,  if  any  such  person  shall  be 
unwilling  to  be  or  continue  in  the  service  of 
the  Commissioners,  he  may,  on  giving  them 
written  notice,  retire  ffom  such  service,  and 
shall  then  receive  such  compensation  or  be 
granted  such  retiring-allowance  as  he  may  be 
entitled  to  under  any  Act  in  force  giving  or 
securing  such  rights." 

Thus  honourable  gentlemen  will  see  that  no 
injustice  of  any  kind  is  done  to  them.  Their 
status  is  preserved ;  their  right  of  compensation 
is  only  retained  up  to  the  time  they  entered 
this  service.  No  injustice  is  done  by  the  in- 
tended amendment ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
placed  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  before, 
whereas  under  the  terms  of  the  Bill  as  it 
oame  up  here  they  were  getting  greater  advan- 
tages. This  afEects  very  few  of  them,  and  it  is 
Eon.  Sir  P.  i.  Buokiey 


intended  that  they  should  be  placed  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  they  were  in  before  the 
Act  of  1887. 

An  Hon.  Meuber. — Bo  the  years  under  the 
Commissioners  count  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No  ;  they 
were  not  intended  to  count  when  they  took 
service,  and  therefore  they  are  not  intended  to 
count  now.  Their  rights  are  preserved  up  to 
the  time  they  entered  the  service  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  they  have  the  right  to  retire 
with  compensation  now,  which  no  other  Civil 
servant  has.  Any  Civil  servant  now  wishing  to 
retire  gets  no  compensation.  It  is  only  if  his 
services  are  dispensed  with  that  he  is  entitled 
to  compensation.  Should  he  elect  to  retire  he 
gets  absolutely  nothing.  But  these  gentlemen 
have  a  right  to  compensation  if  they  resign. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbh.— But  they  lose  a  term  of 
years? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes ;  they 
knew  what  they  were  doing;  and  it  would  bie 
very  unfair  to  place  them  in  a  superior  position 
to  other  Civil  servants.  Besides,  as  I  say,  their 
salaries  were  enormously  increased.  Then, 
with  regard  to  clause  12  :  After  the  word  "  Oc- 
tober," in  the  second  paragraph,  it  is  proposed 
to  omit  the  word  "  next,"  and  insert  the  words 
"  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four." 
That  is  merely  a  formal  matter,  and  requires 
no  explanation.  I  trust  I  have  sufficiently 
explained  the  reasons  for  the  amendment.  I 
understand  there  is  some  hostility  to  it,  but 
I  do  not  know  why  there  should  be.  I  may 
point  out  to  honourable  members  that  if  the 
Qovemor's  amendments  are  lost  the  Bill  is  lose. 
I  move,  Tliat  the  amendments  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Am  I  to  under- 
stand my  honourable  friend  to  say  that,  if  a 
Qovemor's  message  sending  down  an  amend- 
ment is  objected  to,  the  Bill  necessarily  falls  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes ;  that 
is  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— But,  Sir,  that 
puts  the  Council  in  a  very  curious  position. 
It  throws  an  entirely  now  light  upon  amend- 
ments sent  down  by  Governor's  message,  be- 
cause, according  to  that  contention,  the  hands 
of  the  Council  might  be  tied  ia  many  import- 
ant matters.  I  was  going  to  point  out  this : 
It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  injustice  done  to  very  deserving 
officers  of  the  country  simply  because  they 
have  been  bandied  about  between  one  set  of 
masters  and  the  other.  It  has  been  said  that 
they  voluntarily  took  office  under  the  Com- 
missioners, and  that  when  the  Commissioners 
took  control  they  could  have  retired  if  they  had 
liked,  taking  compensation.  But  we  all  know 
very  well  that  the  greater  number  of  the 
officials  in  the  Government  service  are  not  in 
a  position  to  thus  throw  themselves  out  of  em- 
ployment. The  fact  is,  it  was  a  compulsory 
nanding-over  from  the  one  service  to  the  other, 
and  at  the  time  the  Act  was  passed  it  was 
certainly  supposed  that  the  railway  servants 
were  to  belong  to  as  permanent  a  service  as 
the  Government  service.  Now  they  are  put 
back  again  into  the  Government  service  with- 
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out  any  lequeat  of  their  own,  and  without  any 

rwer  of  tneii  own  to  mtUce  any  stipulation, 
think  it  is  only  right  they  should  be  dealt 
with  as  if  there  had  been  no  change  at  all  in 
the  service — that  is  to  say,  that,  so  far  as  they 
are  concerned,  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  service  of  the  Grown  should 
he  looked  on  as  continuous.  With  regard  to 
their  position  in  the  service,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  pointed  out,  they  may  have 
had  an  advantage  in  this  matter  by  being 
enabled  to  retire  if  they  were  prepared  to  retire. 
Those  who  wished  to  retire  from  the  service  did 
so  five  years  ago  when  the  Commissioners  took 
over  the  railways,  and  they  got  compensation ; 
but  the  greater  number  remained  in  the  service 
of  the  Commissioners  after  the  Commissioners 
took  control.  At  present  it  does  not  appear 
likely  that  any  large  number  would  care  to  re- 
tire; and  they  would  be  practically  penalised 
under  this  amendment,  simply  because  the 
country  has  chosen  to  change  the  control  of  the 
Government  railways  twice.  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil will  see  that  a  considerable  injustice  will  he 
done  to  these  men. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Some  of 
them  have  had  their  salaries  nearly  doubled. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN.— There  are  very 
lew  indeed  who  have  bad  their  salaries  largely 
increased,  and  in  these  cases  they  had  every 
right,  I  presume,  to  the  increase.  Certainly 
no  one  has  said  that  the  management  of  the 
railways  was  bad  during  the  last  five  years,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  the  Council  should 
assume  that  these  men  who  have  received  in- 
creases in  their  salaries  have  got  more  than 
they  deserved.  As  I  said,  there  are  not  many 
of  them  in  that  position,  and  the  five  years 
they  have  served  under  the  Commissioners  have 
been  as  distinctly  in  the  service  of  the  country  as 
when  they  were  under  the  Crown.  I  think  we 
should  ask  for  your  ruling,  Sir,  about  this  ques- 
tion which  has  been  raised,  as  to  the  effect  of 
refusing  the  amendment  sent  down  by  message 
from  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— How  are 
yon  to  meet  the  Governor  ?  There  is  no  pro- 
vision for  it. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  refers  to  Rule  No.  319  he  will 
see  that  the  Council  can  amend  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  effect 
of  doing  so  would  simply  be  to  destroy  the 
Bill.  I  know  of  no  means  of  communicating 
with  the  Governor  after  his  message  has  been 
brought  down. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Bnle  319  says, 
"  Governor's  amendments  are  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  may  be  agreed  to  with  or 
without  amendment." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN.— Then,  going  on 
to  the  next  rule,  we  find,  "The  Governor's 
amendments,  if  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  are 
forwarded  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
for  its  conearrance."  If  the  House  does  not 
agree,  it  is  optional  for  it  to  dissent ;  and  if  the 
House  and  Council  cannot  agree,  then  the  Bill 
drops. 


The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  this:  If  tiie  matter  is  sent 
baok  to  the  House,  assuming  we  do  not  agree 
to  the  amendments,  where  are  we  then?  There 
are  no  means  of  communicating,  under  the 
Standing  Orders,  with  the  Governor.  It  is 
not  the  House's  amendment — it  is  the  Go- 
vernor's message,  and  there  are  no  means  of 
communicating  with  the  Governor  upon  a 
question  of  this  kind.     « 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  suggest  that, 
as  .the  amendment  was  prox>osed  by  the  Go- 
vernor and  adopted  by  the  House,  we  now 
receive  it  from  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
an  amendment  adopted  bv  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER'.— The  real  question 
seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  great  simplicity.  The 
Civil  servants  in  connection  with  the  railway 
service  had  their  status  altered  by  regulation 
made  under  the  Act  of  1887.  They  were  not 
consulted.  We  legislated  without  respect  to 
their  wishes.  They  had  certain  rights  and  a 
certain  status  at  that  time.  They  were  Civil 
servants,  and  subject  to  certain  regulations. 
But  we,  for  national  purposes,  altered  that 
status,  and,  having  tried  the  experiment  with 
regard  to  control, — as  to  which  they  had  no 
option, — we  now  revert  to  the  condition  of 
things  subsisting  before  we  passed  the  Govern- 
ment Railways  Act  of  1887.  It  seems  only 
fair  that  the  servants  of  the  country  in  this 
Railway  Department  should  go  back  to  the 
same  status  exactly  as  they  occupied  at  the 
time  when,  without  consulting  them,  we  inter- 
fered with  their  status.  The  Bill  which  we 
passed  established  that  as  a  principle.  It 
says,— 

"  All  persons  who  were  in  tho  Civil  Service 
immediately  before  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  shall,  upon  and  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Act,  be  in  the  same  position 
in  such  Service  as  if  thoy  had  never  left  it." 

Tliitt  seems  to  me  to  he  natural  justice,  and 
unless  some  strong  reason  is  given  for  inter- 
fering with  it  I  tliink  it  should  stand.  Now, 
we  have  learned  from  the  Attorney-General 
that  he  lays  stress,  to  some  extent,  upon  the  t 
fact  that  certain  increases  of  salary  have  been 
given  to  those  Civil  servants  who  are  in  the  rail- 
way service. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Which 
could  not  have  been  given  under  the  Civil 
Service  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  believe  that  is  so 
in  the  case  of  one  or  two,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  very 
small  number ;  but  when  they  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Commissioners  they  became  subject 
to  certain  deductions  from  their  salaries,  which 
deductions  have  been  made,  and  from  which 
thoy  have  suffered  to  a  far  greater  extent — I 
speak  of  the  service  as  a  whole — than  the  few 
who  have  had  their  salaries  increased  and  who 
have  benefited.  And,  Sir,  much  need  not  be 
made  of  the  privilege  which  they  enjoyed  of 
being  able  to  resign  and  receive  compensa- 
tion on  their  resignation,  A  few  did  resign, 
and  received  compensation ;  the  bulk,  however, 
did  not  resign,  and  the  proportion  of  those 
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who  did  resign  is  infinitesimally  small.  No 
advantage  has  been  ttUcen  of  that  power  except 
in  very  few  instances,  and  some  of  them  were 
the  cases  of  persons  who  were  on  their  death- 
beds and  wished  to  resign  so  that  they  might 
Set  compen  sation  to  give  to  their  friends  before 
ying.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Governor's 
message — the  basis  of  sending  such  a  message 
— is  an  endeavour  to  interfere  with  what  really 
was  the  natural  desire^of  the  Ministry  them- 
selves  —  that  is,  not  to  do  any  injustice  in 
taking  the  railway  servants  back  under  the 
administration  of  the  Oovemmeut.  They  had 
a  certain  status  and  certain  privileges.  We  have 
altered  their  status  and  privileges  through  the 
altered  state  of  things  of  taking  the  railways 
back  to  Government  control ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  natural  justice  that  the  railway  servants 
should  go  back  precisely  to  the  same  status 
which  they  held  before.  I  want  to  say  just 
one  word  about  the  question  of  dealing  with 
the  Governor's  message.  If  it  is  held  that 
we  must,  in  the  event  of  receiving  a  message 
from  the  Governor,  either  accept  the  message, 
or  that  the  Bill  which  we  have  passed,  and 
which  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has 
passed,  must  be  entirely  sacrificed,  then  I  say 
the  Council  and  the  House  would  be  acting 
under  duress,  which  would  be  an  extraordinary 
position  if  it  were  established.  I  hope  nothing 
of  the  sort  will  be  established. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.  — While  agreeing 
with  the  last  speaker,  I  think  the  position  is 
nevertheless  somewhat  awkward,  because  no 
doubt  the  clause  must  be  amended.  It  is 
nonsense  as  it  stands,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ful- 
fils the  intention  of  the  Lower  House,  because 
it  says  the  railway  servants  shall  occupy  the 
same  position  in  the  Civil  Service  as  if  they 
had  never  left  it.  That  is  manifest  nonsense, 
because  in  all  cases  of  promotion  they  would 
be  compelled  to  go  back  to  their  old  positions. 
The  intention,  of  course,  was  not  that;  but  the 
efiect  of  the  clause  as  it  stands  is  that  all  per- 
sons promoted  since  the  railways  came  under 
the  control  of  the  Commissioners  would  have 
to  go  back  to  their  old  positions.  The  inten- 
,  tion  of  the  Lower  House,  I  imagine,  was  that 
any  rights  which  these  men  had  then  regard- 
ing compensation  for  loss  of  office  or  otherwise 
should  be  preserved ;  but  the  wording  of  the 
clause  has  quite  a  different  efiect.  It  would 
upset  the  whole  Service.  Therefore  an  amend- 
ment is  undoubtedly  required.  Such  an  amend- 
ment as  we  have  now  before  us  may  not  be  quite 
fair,  but  that  we  must  amend  we  clause  in 
some  way  is  manifest. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB.— The  point 
just  referred  to  as  to  the  construction  of  the  3rd 
subsection  of  clause  4  is  a  perfectly  good  one. 
The  words  we  now  have,  "  in  the  same  position 
in  such  service  as  if  they  had  never  left  it," 
were  no  doubt  intended  to  express  this :  that 
the  railway  servants  should  be  deemed  to  have 
been  in  the  Civil  Service  the  whole  time.  That 
was  obviously  the  intention  in  these  words,  but 
the  meaning  expressed  is  certainly  the  meaning 
given  to  them  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte,  and  the 
clause  as  it  now  stands  really  does  not  carry 
Hon,  Mr,  Oliver 


out  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  at  all,  be- 
cause we  all,  1  think,  understood  or  imagined 
the  efiect  of  this  would  be  to  give  these  railway 
servants  the  same  rights  as  if  they  had  been  in. 
the  Civil  Service  during  the  gap  in  which  they 
were  the  servants  of  the  Commissioners,  which, 
no  doubt  the  Act  of  1887  took  away  from  them. 
But  as  to  that,  the  question  arises  as  to  what  is 
the  right  thing  to  do.  Now,  I  think  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that,  according  to  what  is  just, 
these  Civil  servants  should  be  treated  as  if  they 
had  continued  in  the  Civil  Service  during  the 
time  they  were  in  the  service  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  that  is  what  was  intended 
to  be  carried  out  by  subsection  (3)  of  section  4. 
As  to  the  contention  that  salaries  have  been 
raised  more  than  they  would  have  been  raised 
under  the  Civil  Service,  that  may  be  a  very 
good  reason  why  the  clause  should  be  modified 
to  meet  that.  For  instance,  it  might  be  stated 
that  salaries  on  which  compensation  is  to  be 
paid,  including  that  term  in  the  computation, 
should  not  be  more  than  the  salaries  to  which 
they  would  have  been  entitled  under  the  Civil 
Service  Act.  The  difficulty  might  have  been 
met  in  that  way  and  the  objection  of  the  At- 
torney-General entirely  removed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN.  — Their  salaries 
might  have  been  raised  in  the  Civil  Service. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB.— Yes ;  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  much  in  that  conten- 
tion. It  is  said  that  these  men  had  the  option 
of  resigning,  instead  of  entering  the  service  of 
the  Bailway  Commissioners.  It  was  quite 
necessary  that  should  have  been  put  in  the 
Government  Railways  Act,  so  that  the  men 
should  not  be,  as  it  were,  forced  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners.  But,  really, 
these  men  were  not  free  men  at  all ;  they  heid 
no  real  freedom  in  the  matter,  because  most  of 
them,  as  we  know,  by  resigning  would  simply 
be  giving  up  their  means  of  livelihood,  and  to 
say  that  men  under  such  circumstances  exer- 
cised any  free  choice  is  an  abuse  of  terms.  The 
right  thing  to'do  in  this  case,  the  thing  we  must 
do  with  the  Governor's  message,  or  with  any 
Governor's  message,  seems  to  me  to  be  this :  that 
it  should  be  postponed;  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  it  could  be  amended  so  as 
to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  intention  is  simply  to  do  what  is  just 
to  these  men. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.— As  if  they  had  con- 
tinued Civil  servants,  and  as  if  this  section  had 
not  been  repealed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB.- We  could 
retain  the  words  "  as  if  they  had  continued  in 
the  Civil  Service."  We  should  then  be  amend- 
ing the  Governor's  message,  and  not  rejecting 
it,  as  we  have  every  right  to  do.  That  would 
probably  meet  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  should  be 
glad  if  my  honourable  friend  would  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  That  would  give 
time  to  consider  the  matter.  I  was  not  pre- 
pared for  any  contention  on  this  matter,  and 
therefore  I  should  be  glad  if  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  were  moved.    My  impression  is 
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that  we  have  no  power  to  amend  the  Oovecnor's 
mesmge.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLITEB.— Might  I  suggest 
that,  while  you  oonsider  this  question  of  the 
amendments  which  will  be  necessary,  you 
might  also  oonsider  the  status  of  the  Bailway 
Commissioners  who  have  left  the  service— that 
is  to  say,  Messrs.  Hannay  and  Maxwell  7 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— They  have 
received  their  compensation.  The  question 
does  not  afiect  them  in  the  slightest  degree. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB.— I  think  it 
is  a  proper  thing  that  the  matter  should  be 
adjourned  for  consideration.  I  move,  therefore, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  agree  that  the 
proper  way  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty  is  by 
adjourning  the  debate ;  but,  without  entering 
into  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  I  have 
only  to  say  that,' if  it  is  only  a  few  men  who  are 
to  be  aSected,  surely  there  is  some  way  of 
getting  out  of  the  difficulty  without  doing  in- 
justice to  the  others ;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  if 
we  cannot  amend  a  Qovemor's  message  it  is 
something  new  to  me.  If  my  memory  serves 
me  aright,  we  have  amended  Governors'  mes- 
sages before,  both  in  this  and  in  the  other 
House.  However,  that  is  a  question  that  be- 
fore all  others  should  be  looked  into,  to  see 
what  our  powers  with  respect  to  a  Oovemor's 
message  are,  because  it  is  a  serious  matter  if 
we  are  to  be  taken  by  surprise,  and  can  do 
nothing  but  reject  the  Bill  or  adopt  the  mes- 
sage. I  am  glad  to  support  the  adjournment, 
in  order  to  ascertain  our  position. 

Debate  adjourned. 

PUBLIC  WOEKS  BILL. 

IN  COMUITTEE. 

Clause  141.^Toll-gate8,  dbc,  may  be  placed 
on  roads  and  tolls  collected. 

Subsection  (2). — "  But  no  toll-gate  shall  here- 
after be  established  within  one  mile  from  the 
boundary  of  any  borough,  except  for  a  bridge  or 
ferry." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PELDWICK  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  bridge  or." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  subsection." 

Ayes,  11. 
Acland  Montgomery      Bichardson 

Buckley  Peacock  Stewart 

MacOregor        Pharazyn  Williams. 

McLean  Beynolds 

Noes,  16. 
Bamicoat  Holmes  Bigg 

Bolt  Jennings  Stevens 

Bowen  Kelly  Swanson 

Dignan  Kerr  Taiaroa 

Feldwick  Oliver  Walker,  L. 

Majority  against,  i. 

Words  struck  out. 

Bill  reported. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  this 
is  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  that  has 


for  some  time  commanded  the  attention  of 
this  Conncil.  I  have  from  my  place  here  on 
more  than  one  occasion  stated  that  the  state 
of  our  Native-land  laws  was  a  disgrace  to  our 
statute-book.  I  have  not  altered  that  opinion,, 
8uid  the  Gavemment  has,  with  the  assistance 
of  others,  endeavoured  to  simplify  to  a  certain 
extent  some  of  the  means  of  dealing  with 
these  Native  lands.  Out  of  curiosity,  for  the 
information  of  the  Council,  I  have  gone  to 
great  trouble  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Native- 
land  laws  that  encumber  the  statute-books,  and 
I  find  that  the  number  is  sixty-one.  Of  that 
number,  recently  and  from  time  to  time  forty- 
two  have  been  repealed :  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  repealing  Acts  have  not  been  worse 
than  the  original  enactments.  There  are  yet 
nineteen  remaining,  and  this  Bill  proposes  to 
remove  from  the  statute-book  nine  that  are 
almost  unintelligible.  This  Bill  is  broken  up 
into  two  Divisions.  The  First  Division  deals 
with  the  machinery  of  the  Native  Land  Court, 
and  the  other  is  a  policy  measure,  to  which 
I  would  ask  the  serious  consideration  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Council.  With  regard  to  the 
First  Division  and  the  alterations  in  the 
existing  law,  which  are  principally  a.  consoli- 
dation of  nine  Acts,  I  will  refer  to  them  aa 
briefly  as  possible.  I  will  not  follow  them 
consecutively,  but  will  take  them  in  the  way 
in  which  they  occur  to  my  mind.  As  honour- 
able members  are  aware,  the  restrictions  on 
the  alienation  of  Native  lands  are  now  taken 
oR  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  It  is  proposed 
to  alter  that,  and  to  enable  the  restrictions  co 
be  removed  if  the  Court  thinks  proper.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  proper  thing  that  the  Court 
should  be  the  authority  by  which  this  is  done. 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  should  not  be  provided 
that,  after  the  Court  decides  it  may  be  done, 
then  the  Governor  in  Council  may  remove  the 
restriction  on  the  request  of  the  Court.  That 
is  a  matter  for  the  Committee,  and  it  is  one 
on  which  I  hold  very  strong  opinions.  Then, 
the  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with  the  rights  of 
beneficiaries.  As  honourable  gentlemen  know, 
there  has  been  a  practice  of  placing  a  certain 
number  of  names  in  the  certificate  of  the  Court 
or  the  memorial  of  ownership,  and  nine  or  ten 
persons,  perhaps,  whose  names  were  inserted, 
who  were  the  trustees  of  the  estate  for  the 
whole  hapu,  ignored  the  trusts  and  dealt  with 
the  land  as  if  it  was  their  own,  with  the  result 
that  the  Natives  were  robbed  of  every  right 
they  had.  It  is  proposed  to  give  power  to  the 
Court  to  deal  with  these  trustees,  and  to  bring 
them  to  account  for  breaches  of  the  trust  which 
the  Court  originally  reposed  in  them.  Another 
great  advantage  is  offered  by  this  Bill.  I  am. 
bound  to  say  that  I  have  for  years  endea- 
voured to  follow  out  the  legislation  on  this 
subject,  but  I  have  had  to  give  it  np  as  a  bad 

i'ob,  and  I  am  not  the  only  lawyer  who  has 
lad  to  do  so.  There  are  scarcely  any  who  have 
been  able  to  get  in  touch  with  our  Native-land 
legislation,  and  I  believe  I  may  say  the  same 
with  respect  to  some  of  the  Judges.  When  a 
Native-land  case  is  brought  before  them  they 
get  heartily  sick  of  it,  because  it  is  almost  im- 
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possible  for  them  to  know  exactly  vrhat  they 
have  to  deal  with.  In  order  to  simplify  the 
law,  every  title  that  the  Coart  has  adjudicated 
upon  is  to  be  placed  immediately  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  Certifi- 
cates of  title,  memorials  of  ownership,  orders 
of  the  Court,  and  provisions  of  one  Act  and 
another  rendered  it  impossible  to  ascertain 
who  the  real  owner  was.  It  is  now  proposed 
to  make  one  uniform  law,  so  that  immediately 
the  decision  of  the  Court  is  given  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Land  Transfer  Act  shall  apply 
to  the  land.  Then,  the  First  Division  of  the 
Bill  provides  for  the  simplification  and  exe- 
cution of  the  deeds,  and  sufficient  provision  is 
made  for  protecting  the  rights  of  the  Natives, 
and  seeing  that  Europeans  do  not  in  any  way 
get  the  advantage.  Further,  I  should  say  that 
it  is  proposed  that  the  Court  should  exercise 
the  duties  of  Trust  Commissioners  in  every 
case.  I  think  this  will  be  found  a  very  desir- 
able provision,  because  the  Court  has  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts  fresh  from  the  hearing 
of  tbe  parties,  and  will  be  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  which 
reference  is  made  are  being  honestly  carried 
out.  Now  I  come  to  the  vexed  question  of 
surveys.  This  has  been  a  matter  which  has 
exercised  the  Native  mind  for  many  years,  and 
has  been  a  burden  and  trouble  and  nuisance  to 
them.  All  persons  intending  to  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands  employ  a  sur- 
veyor, who  immediately  goes  to  work — whether 
the  Natives  understand  Ihe  process  or  not  I 
am  not  aware — and  the  surveyor  gets  a  lien  on 
the  land,  and  this  places  the  Native  at  a 
very  great  disadvantage.  It  has  sometimes 
the  force  of  a  mortgage,  and  the  surveyor  may 
be  able  to  sell,  and  this  is  not  at  all  likely  to 
benefit  the  Natives.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
Surveyor-General  shall  license  the  surveyors, 
and  that  no  surveyor  shall  enter  on  the  survey 
of  the  lands  without  the  consent  of  the  Court. 
This  will  protect  the  Native  and  the  surveyor 
as  well.  I  come  now  to  another  alteration  which 
it  is  proposed  to  make,  with  regard  to  wills  and 
fiuccession.  The  Court  will  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  with  regard  to  the  probate  of  wills 
of  Natives,  and  it  is  proposed  also  to  do  away 
with  what  has  been  considered  a  very  great  in- 

4'ustice  to  those  who  ought  to  succeed  to  lands. 
:t  is  proposed  by  the  Bill  that  the  Court,  not- 
withstanding a  will,  shall  be  empowered  to 
investigate  the  matter  and  say  whether  the 
person  making  the  will  has  left  to  those  who 
ought  to  succeed  him  the  property  they  ought  to 
obtain.  This  will  do  away  with  what  has  been 
known  as  "  undue  influence."  We  have  had 
several  cases,  especially  in  the  Napier  District, 
by  which,  through  undue  influence  at  the  point 
of  death.  Natives  have  given  away  property  to 
those  not  entitled  to  it,  to  the  detriment  of 
those  who  oaght  to  be  the  successors,  and  who 
have  been  often  found  not  to  have  even  ordi- 
nary means  of  support.  Then,  it  is  proposed 
also  that  no  Native  land  should  be  sold  for 
4ebt  if  the  Natives  have  not  Bu£Soient  means 
of  support.  There  is  another  provision  with 
regard  to  the  exchange  of  land.  The  Natives 
Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


have  no  power  to  exchange  their  land  one  vrith 

another,  and  it  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  where  some  portion  of  a  tribe,  for  instance, 
resides  in  one  place,  and  another  portion  in 
some  other  place  to  which  the  tribe  lays  claim, 
and  where  it  is  desirous  of  remaining,  they 
ought  to  have  the  option,  as  between  them- 
selves, of  exchanging.  There  is  no  such  provi- 
sion now,  and  it  is  intended  to  afiord  them  this 
facility.  Then,  it  is  proposed  under  the  Bill  to 
establish  a  Court  of  Appeal.  A  great  deal  of 
the  time  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  been  taken 
up  for  many  years  in  deciding  questions  of  this 
kind.  Our  Judges,  who  are  very  hard-worked, 
have  to  deal  with  these  intricate  questions  in 
the  short  time  they  have  at  their  disposal.  It 
is  proposed  to  establish  an  Appellate  Court,  so 
that  the  Supreme  Court  shall  not  be  troubled 
with  tbe  matter.  These  are  the  principal  altera- 
tions in  the  First  Division  of  this  Bill.  I  now 
come  to  the  Second  Division,  with  regard  to  re- 
striction on  alienation.  I  remember  many  years 
ago  a  resolution  was  proposed  in  the  Council  by 
the  late  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves — it  was  not  carried  in 
the  Council,  but  we  had  a  very  able  debate  on 
the  question — that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
the  Government  should  resume  the  pre-emptive 
right.  I  have  myself  long  considered  that  that 
is  the  proper  course  for  the  Government ;  and 
I  thought  it  was  a  desirable  thing  that  the 
Natives  should  in  every  possible  way  be  pro- 
tected. Although  some  people  may  differ  from 
me,  and  think  there  ought  to  be  free-trade  in 
Native  lands,  I  have  no  hesitation,  after  having 
some  experience  in  matters  of  this  kind,  in 
saying  that  the  Natives  would  be  benefited  ii 
the  Government  were  to  resume  the  pre- 
emptive right  in  dealing  with  Native  lands.  I 
need  scarcely  point  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers, who  know  a  good  deal  more  about  the 
matter  than  I  do,  that  a  Native,  when  dealing 
with  a  European  for  Native  land,  generally 
comes  worst  off,  and,  though  a  Native  may 
get  5b.  or  lOs.  an  acre  for  his  land,  the  party 
negotiating  with  him  very  often  lias  to  pay 
double  that  price,  but  he  does  not  pay  it  to 
the  Natives.  It  is  paid  to  the  agitator,  the 
pakeha- Maori,  the  interpreter,  and  every  vaga- 
bond who  comes  between  them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — And  the  lawyers. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes,  and 
the  lawyers  too.  And  the  banks  very  often  get 
a  share  of  the  plunder,  because  the  unfortunate 
man  often  has  to  get  an  overdraft,  and  my 
honourable  friend  knows  what  that  means.  I 
am  quite  certain  the  Native  is  in  no  way  bene- 
fited by  this  free-trade ;  and  this  Government 
has  at  last  thought  it  desirable,  after  full  con- 
sideration, to  say  that  the  preemptive  right 
shall  be  restored.  While  I  say  this,  I  am  much 
pleased  to  say  the  Bill  also  provides  that  all 
transactions  now  pending  shall  be  protected, 
so  that  no  injustice  shall  be  done  to  any  one 
where  negotiations  are  not  completed.  The 
time  is  limited  within  which  negotiations  may 
be  completed.  If  the  time  is  not  sufficient, 
more  time  should  be  given,  where  the  trans- 
actions are  fair  and  honest.  I  am  prepared 
to  do  every  justice  to  those  who  have  Interests 
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in  pending  negotiations,  and  to  protect  their 
rights  under  the  Bill.  I  can  say  no  more 
tMa  that.  Then,  piovision  is  made  by  which 
Natives  may  become  incorporated.  Honour- 
able members  will  recollect  that  for  several 
years  there  has  been  an  agitation  in  another 

?laoe — I  do  not  think  it  has  ever  reached  this 
lluumber — to  incorporate  Natives  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  their  lands.  It  is  quite 
true  that  some  Natives  do  not  require  this, 
and  do  not  wish  it.  Some  are  not  socialists, 
they  are  individualists,  and  are  very  anxious 
to  have  their  property  individualised,  with  the 
view  of  dealing  with  it  as  they  think  fit. 
These  principally  belong  to  the  North ;  but 
those  on  the  East  Coast  have  been  agitating 
for  many  years  to  establish  this  system  of 
incorporation,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  their  property  through  committees ;  and, 
after  careful  inquiry,  and  after  having  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  these 
people,  the  Native  Minister,  satisfying  himself 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  people  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  has  given  them  the  option 
to  incorporate  themselves  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested by  Part  III.  of  Division  II.  But  all  these 
things  must  be  done  through  the  Land  Board  ; 
all  dealings  must  be  with  the  Land  Board  :  and 
that  will  protect  the  Natives,  and  prevent  in- 
justice from  being  done.  I  hope  that  the 
Ooancil  will  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  a 
Bill  which  has  been  carefully  considered,  and 
which  is,  I  was  going  to  say,  is  good  a  measure 
as  could  be  devised  under  the  circumstances. 
I  trust  that  before  the  end  of  next  session,  if  we 
are  here,  we  shall  be  able  to  repeal  every  other 
Native  Land  Act  which  is  now  on  the  statute- 
book  ;  and,  having  made  an  attempt  in  this 
direction,  I  think  we  are  taking  a  step  in  the 
right  way.  Of  course,  I  intend  this  Bill  shall 
go  to  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee,  and  there- 
fore I  ask  the  Council  now  to  read  it  a  second 
time.  I  trust  I  have  sufficiently  explained  the 
provisions  of  the  first  part,  which  are  simply 
m  the  nature  of  consolidation  and  machinery ; 
and,  as  to  the  second  part,  I  have  explained 
that  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  do  so,  and  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  other  point  to  which 
I  need  call  attention.  I  therefore  move.  That 
the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time,  and  be  referred 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— No  one 
at  present  in  the  Council  can  possibly  have  suf- 
fered so  much  as  I  have  from  the  administra- 
tion of  the  various  Native-land  laws  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  made  reference. 
I  conld  not  even  approximately  say  how  many 
there  are,  but  I  think  our  system  of  passing 
Acts  of  this  description  has  been  such  that  it 
would  require  a  lifetime  to  master  them,  and 
most  of  them,  at  all  events,  are  anything  but 
consistent  with  the  next  one  which  came  out 
in  the  following  year.  Sir,  it  is  outside  the 
question  just  now  to  say  how  these  laws  came 
to  be  passed.  Many  of  chem  were  passed  under 
a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances. Many  of  them  were  passed  by  people 
the  majority  of  whom  did  not  know  anything 
at  all  of  the  oiroumstanees  of  the  North  Island, 


and  how  much  it  was  affected  by  the  Nativs- 
land  question.  And  some  were  passed  to  meet 
particular  oases  of  various  kinds.  In  1879  tiie 
Grey  Government  had  their  attention  drawn 
to  this,  and  oame  to  the  conclusion  there  was 
only  one  possihle  solution  of  the  question,  and 
that  was  the  resumption  of  the  right  of  pre- 
emption by  the  Crown ;  and  a  Bill  was  drawn 
giving  full  protection  for  all  persons  who  had 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  survey  the  land,  and  the 
rest  of  the  country  was  secured  by  the  system 
at  that  time  in  vogue  of  paying  a  small  sum 
on  account,  and  proclaiming  the  land  to  be 
under  negotiation  by  the  Government.  That 
prevented  any  new  transactions  from  going  on 
at  all.  The  Grey  Government  vjrent  oat  of 
office,  and  a  new  Government  came  in.  They 
seized  upon  this  action  of  the  Grey  Government 
to  show  that  the  country  was  being  pauperised 
to  an  extent  it  conld  not  bear  in  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  and  all  these  purchases  were 
thrown  away.  I  dare  say  some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  which  hod  been  paid  by 
the  Grovemment  were  absolutely  sacrificed,  and 
it  was  declared  by  Parliament  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  never  again  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  purchase  of  land.  The  result  was 
that  many  persons— I  among  others — foolishly 
believing  that  undertakings  of  that  kind  were 
most  likely  to  be  carried  out,  purchased  land  on 
the  principle  of  free-trade  in  land,  indorsed  as 
it  seemed  to  me  by  the  voice  of  Parliament. 
The  result  was  that  in  three  years  a  new  Native 
Land  Act  was  introduced, — in  1882, 1  think, — 
and  there  has  been  a  Native  Land  Act  every 
year  since — a  Native  Land  Court  Act,  or  a  Na- 
tive Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act,  or  some- 
thing else  of  the  same  kind,  to  prevent  people 
from  completing  their  titles;  s^nd  at  this 
moment  nobody,  not  even  the  most  experienced 
Maori  agent,  can  be  trusted  to  tell  you  whether 
you  have  a  good  title  or  not.  It  is  not  to  their 
interest,  and  never  has  been,  to  enable  you  to 
get  a  good  title.  We  are  under  the  heel  of 
these  men,  and  have  been  for  the  lost  ten  or 
twelve  years.  Once  the  Government  ceased  to 
undertake- negotiations  with  the  Natives,  from 
that  moment  we  were  the  slaves  of  the  agent ; 
and  the  cost  of  employing  these  people — who 
are  the  laziest  people  to  be  found  in  the 
world,  with  no  legal  knowledge,  and  no  special 
training  at  all — the  cost  of  maintaining  these 
people,  I  say,  has  been  a  serious  drag  both  to 
the  Maori  people  and  to  those  persons  who 
wished  to  emi^oy  their  land  usefully.  Not 
only  they,  but  there  is  another  class  of  people, 
who  have  managed  to  become  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  who  sell  their  services  from  day 
to  day,  and  who  at  present  are  a  clog  to  all 
negotiations.  Then,  you  have  the  Maori  law- 
yers. I  do  not  wish  to  be  very  severe  on  them, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  this :  In  purely  Maori 
districts  they  have  been  a  serious  hindrance  to 
every  really  bond  fidt  improving  settler  in  the 
Maori  country.  No  sooner  have  you  got  a  title 
which  you  are  advised  is  perfect  than  you  find 
yourself  engaged  in  litigation  by  some  lawyer, 
who  thinks  himself  si^oiently  brought  up  to 
that  kind  of  work :  and  on  the  table  at  thia 
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moment  there  are  protests  against  tlie  enor- 
mity of  the  ohaiges  they  have  made.  Every 
Act  passed  caused  that,  and  I  think  the  Bill 
before  us  is  the  first  dawn  of  better  things.  I 
personally  hail  this  resumption  of  the  right  of 
pre-emption  as  being  good  for  both  the  occupy- 
ing settler  and  the  Maori  race.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  it  done,  so  long  as  it  is  done  with  justice. 
The  Oovemment  must  never  forget, — and  it 
does  not  propose  under  this  Bill  to  forget, — that 
many  persons,  acting  perfectly  lawfully,  have 
laid  out  enormous  sums  in  complying  with  the 
law,  and  the  charges  incidental  to  the  law, 
and  might  perhaps  collectively  have  embarked 
a  million  of  money,  at  least,  in  transactions 
which  are  hung  up  by  the  requirements  of 
some  of  these  laws,  as,  for  instance,  the  neces- 
sity, after  completing  the  transaction,  of  hang- 
ing the  deed  up  for  three  months  and  fourteen 
days  from  the  time  the  Court  has  given  its 
order.  For  instance,  when  the  Court  has 
given  its  order  as  to  a  survey,  that  time  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  they  can  get  the  survey 
made.  These  are  things  which  nobody  could 
have  foreseen :  or  perhaps  the  Judge  was  delayed 
in  signing  the  order,  or  the  surveyor  dawdled 
over  his  work  ;  and  had  the  Government  made 
this  law  to  come  instantly  into  force  a  very 
large  number  of  persons  would  be  ruined,  and 
their  hard-earned  money  confiscated  under  its 
provisions.  But  the  Government  does  not  pro- 
pose to  do  that.  I  am  quite  satisfied,  after 
reading  the  BiU,  that  every  settler  in  the  North 
Island  who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  Native 
land  has  become  so  disgusted  that  he  will  be 
charmed  to  see  that  the  system  under  which 
he  has  suffered  so  much  is  going  to  bo  put  an 
end  to.  I  hardly  know  a  person  who  is  en- 
gaged in  these  things  who  will  not  be  perfectly 
ready,  and,  in  fact,  glad,  to  see  that  the 
Government  is  going  to  take  this  step.  Sir, 
when  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  make  any  vital  amendments. 
But  there  are  amendments  which,  I  think,  in 
common  justice,  ought  to  bo  attended  to.  One 
is  that,  in  providing  for  an  agreement  between 
the  Natives,  the  Bill  makes  no  provision  for  a 
Native  who  holds  his  land  in  severalty  under  a 
title  from  the  Crown  selling  to  another  or  to 
a  European.  That  I  do  not  think  is  fair, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  put  it  beyond  doubt  that 
they  have  the  privilege,  in  common  with  the 
Europeans,  of  selling  their  land  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner,  and  under  the  laws  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  property.  That,  I  think,  is 
*  only  a  just  thing  ;  and  I  think,  moreover — 
although  it  is  not  a  point  I  shall  press,  con- 
sidering how  important  the  Bill  is— I  think 
the  time  proposed  to  be  allowed  for  completing 
pending  transactions,  knowing  how  slow  the 
Maoris  are,  and  how  many  difficulties  there  are 
in  getting  surveys  finished,  might  be  a  little 
«xtended.  When  the  Bill  is  before  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  I  hope  that  will  be  fairly 
considered,  and  that  the  Council  will  be  asked 
to  make  some  small  amendments  in  that  direc- 
tion, whioh,  I  think,  judging  from  the  spirit 
which  has  been  shown  in  the  matter  through- 
out, the  Government  will  accept.  The  Attor- 
Son.  Sir  a.  8.  Whitmore 


ney-Qeneral  knows  a  great  deal  aboat  these 
matters,  and  about  the  persons  who  are  neces- 
sarily employed  ;  and  I  might  just  mention  one 
or  two  little  things  which,  at  all  events,  from 
my  own  experience,  I  know  to  be  true.  There 
was  a  gentleman,  who  used  to  sit  in  another 
place,  who  bought  a  property  something  like 
twenty-five  years  ago.  He  employed  proper 
agents,  and  did  everything  that  was  required ; 
but  he  ha^  actually  to  do  a  good  deal  of  it  over 
again,  because  it  turned  out  that  there  was 
something  wrong  in  the  transaction,  and  when 
it  came  to  the  end  of  the  lease  it  turned  oat 
that  all  the  Natives  had  not  signed  this  deed, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  dispossess  him  of  his 
homestead  and  his  garden ;  a,nd,  moreover,  of 
those  who  had  signed,  very  few  were  admitted 
into  the  title.  So,  practioelly,  he  got  one- 
third  of  what  he  paid  for.  I  know  that  he 
was  hit  very  hard  indeed,  but  I  hope  it  will 
prove  to  be  a  blow  from  which  he  will  recover. 
I  mention  that  as  an  instance  of  what  is  taking 
place  all  the  way  from  Gisbome  to  the  East 
Cape.  Nobody  has  known  since  I  have  been 
there — a  matter  of  twelve  years — what  property 
he  really  holds  at  all ;  and  they  have  never 
known,  even  when  they  have  registered  their 
title,  whether  it  might  not  be  upset.  There  was 
a  notable  case  at  Gisbome — I  may  be  wrong  in 
the  name,  but  I  think  it  was  some  such  name 
as  Mackay  versus  Brown,  or  Matthews  vergtu 
Brown.  There  was  a  property  called  Kuiti, 
which  was  cut  up  and  given  to  the  Natives  in 
severalty.  One  of  these  shares  belonged  to  a 
Native  who  sold  to  a  person  called  Matthews, 
who  registered  his  title,  and  got  a  Land  Transfer 
grant,  and  built  a  house  on  the  land  and  im- 
proved it, — when  he  was  informed  that,  under 
some  decision  of  the  Appeal  Court,  the  title  was 
not  worth  anything,  and  he  must  consider  his 
title  to  be  cancelled.  There  was  no  attempt 
even  to  refund  him  the  money  that  is  called 
the  insurance  fund — not  even  that ;  and  there 
were  a  number  of  other  persons  who  had 
bought  forty  or  fifty  shares  in  the  block  who, 
in  spite  of  the  registration  of  their  title,  found 
that  they  were  not  worth  2d.  That  is  a  par- 
ticular case,  bat  I  could  quote  hundreds  of 
instances  all  over  the  country.  At  any  rate, 
that  suffices  to  show  the  enormous  intricacy  of 
the  Native-land  laws,  and  the  extreme  injus- 
tice done  to  settlers,  who  cannot  be  supposed 
to  know  the  law,  and  have  to  trust  to  Native 
advisers  or  Native  agents  and  the  Native  laws. 
I  think  that  honourable  gentlemen,  when  they 
consider  what  has  been  the  result  of  all  this 
Native-land  business,  how  that  many  men  have 
been  absolutely  ruined  by  the  mere  cost,  and 
the  continual  difficulties  in  the  way  of  getting 
their  titles,  only  to  find  in  the  end  that  they 
are  worthless,  must  realise  the  necessity  for 
some  such  measure  as  this.  There  are  so  few 
faults  in  the  Bill  that  I  do  not  wish  to  point 
out  any  in  particular.  When  it  goes  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  and  I  hope  that  when 
we  bring  the  Bill  back  to  the  Council  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  find  it  is  a  Bill  which,  for 
its  principle  and  its  policy,  ought  to  be  given 
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«fieot  to.  I  would  rather  see  the  Bill  go  for- 
ward without  amendment  than  see  it  dropped, 
because  there  i8  certainly  an  honest  attempt 
in  the  Bill  to  conserve  the  pending  rights  of 
persons  engaged  in  Native-land  dealing,  and 
there  is  no  disposition  shown  anywhere  I  know 
of  to  take  advantage  of  the  circumstance  of 
passing  the  Bill  to  injure  any  settler.  On 
the  other  hand,  with  one  single  exception, 
we  have  a  Bill  that  will  be  a  valuable  Bill ; 
and  all  the  best  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
most  easily  used,  will,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
oome  into  occupation ;  and  settlers  will  be  able 
to  devote  the  whole  of  their  time  to  improving 
the  country  and  to  working  their  farms,  instead 
of  having  to  spend  it  galloping  about  from  their 
homesteads  to  the  nearest  town  to  attend  sit- 
tings of  the  Land  Court,  or  probably  having 
to  come  down  to  Wellington  to  watch  a  case 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  diverting  their  means 
and  their  time  from  more  legitimate  occupa- 
tions. I  am  glad  the  Bill  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  that  it  goes  in  for  the  principle  of 
resumibg  the  right  of  pre-emption,  modified  as 
it  is  here,  because  it  is  not  wholly  resuming  the 
right  of  preemption.  I  approve  of  that  prin- 
ciple, and  I  believe  that  it  will  turn  out,  at  all 
«vent8  so  far  as  the  East  Coast,  which  I  know, 
is  concerned,  to  be  productive  of  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  to  give  a  ohajice  to  the  hard-working 
settler  to  earn  money  by  legitimate  means. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS.— My  sympathies 
are  with  the  Native  Minister  in  this  matter, 
and  I  think  this  is  an  honest  endeavour  on 
bis  part  to  solve  a  very  difficult  problem,  and 
to  settle  the  Maori  land.  It  is  monstrous  that 
there  should  be  some  thirteen  millions  of  acres 
of  laud  in  the  hands  of  the  Maoris,  lying 
waste,  and  not  producing  either  rates  or  taxes. 
But  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Minister 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
pre-emption  to  solve  this  difficult  problem. 
"  Pre-emption  "  is  an  ugly  word.  It  is  a  word 
that  is  written  in  blood  in  tlie  early  history 
of  the  colony.  It  graduated  in  blood,  and 
was  buried  in  blood  in  the  year  1862,  with 
the  hope  that  we  might  never  hear  the  term 
again.  One  of  the  first  acts  or  endeavours  of 
the  Native  Land  Department  to  acquire  land 
for  che  Crown  was  in  Mangonui,  north  of  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  and  that  at  once  led  to  a  colli- 
sion between  the  Natives — two  tribes  contest- 
(ng  for  a  block  of  land.  The  leader  of  one  of 
the  tribes  was  Hone  Heke.  This  brought  him 
to  the  front.  He  gained  the  victory,  but  lost 
several  of  his  men.  This  alienated  his  mind, 
and  so  embittered  him  against  the  Government 
that  it  eventuated  in  the  cutting-down  of  the 
flagstaff  and  in  the  destruction  of  Kororareka. 
Previous  to  the  collision,  Commissioner  God- 
frey was  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  quarrel.    He  reported, — 

"  Immediately  after  my  arrival  at  Kaitaia 
all  Nopera's  tribe  assembled  there  in  consider- 
able numbers;  and,  in  a  public  conference, 
many  violent  and  seditions  speeches  were  made 
by  Nopera  and  other  chiefs.  In  these  ha- 
langues  they  declared — 

"  1.  That  the  sales  of  land  around  Kaitaia 


already  made  by  Nopera  and  his  party  to  in- 
dividuals should  be  acknowledged,  but  that  any 
surplus  lands — i.e.,  those  the  Government  does 
not  grant  to  the  claimants — will  be  resumed  by 
the  chiefs  who  sold  them. 

"  These  and  many  other  violent  expressions 
seemed  to  proceed  partly  from  a  feeling  that 
not  being  allowed  to  dispose  of  tbeir  lands  to 
whomsoever  they  pleased,  as  formerly,  is  an 
interierence  by  the  Government  with  a  right 
they  are  not  quite  convinced  they  surrendered 
to  wje  Crown." 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Kemp,  Protector  of 
Aborigines,  wrote, — 

"  I  enclose  herewith  extracts  of  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  respective  chiefs  taken  by  me 
before  the  Court.  Nopera  has  expressed  him- 
self dissatisfied  with  the  purchases  effected  by 
the  Government  in  Mangonui.  At  Kaitaia 
many  of  the  chiefs,  with  their  tribes,  collected 
together.  They  made  several  violent  speeches, 
the  substance  of  which  was  as  follows :  1.  That 
they  object  to  the  Government  assuming  any 
authority  over  their  possessions.  2.  That  they 
strongly  protest  against  any  land  being  sold  to 
the  Government.  The  diaafiection  towards  the 
Government  apparent  in  the  speeches  alluded 
to  arises,  I  think,  from  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion vested  in  the  Crown  prohibiting  thorn  from 
disposing  of  their  lands  to  any  other  persons, 
thus  depriving  them  of  a  privilege  they  formerly 
enjoyed,  and  from  the  sales  of  which  they  de- 
rived a  very  considerable  revenue." 

With  regard  to  Kororareka,  Mr.  Busby, — who 
had  been  British  Besident  for  some  years  in  the 
country, — while  in  England,  wrote  to  Mr.  Hope 
to  this  effect : — 

"  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the 
honour  to  address  to  you  in  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  what  I  verbally  stated  to  you  respect- 
ing the  late  disturbances  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
From  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  charactei 
and  conduct  of  John  Heke  during  the  last 
eleven  years,  as  well  as  from  the  sentiments 
he  has  more  than  once  expressed  to  myself,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  the  act  of 
cutting  down  the  flagstaff  was  a  premeditated 
act  of  defiance  or  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  though  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
few  of  the  chiefs  in  the  northern  part  of  New 
Zealand  would  be  parties  to  such  an  act,  yet 
I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the  majority,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  Natives  participate  in 
the  distrust  and  disaffection  of  which  that 
proceeding  is  an  evidence.  This  disaffection 
may  be  traced  almost  exclusively  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the 
land  question.  When  it  was  proposed  to  the 
Natives  to  cede  the  sovereignty  of  their  coun- 
try to  the  Queen  the  alleged  grounds  of  that 
proposal  were  the  great  influx  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  into  New  Zealand,  which  she  could 
not  prevent,  and  the  impossibility  of  repressing 
the  disorders  which  resulted  from  such  a  state 
of  things,  and  of  affording  protection  for  the 
weak  and  well-disposed  of  either  race  from  the 
violence  of  men  of  an  opposite  character.  The 
only  motives  alleged  were  those  of  benevolence 
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and  protection.  The  chiefs  were  persuaded  to 
agree  to  the  Treaty,  so  far  as  it  was  executed  at 
Waltangi,  by  their  confidence  in  the  mission- 
aries and  myself.  But  had  we  been  aware  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  a  competition  with  the  New 
Zealand  Company  in  colonising  the  country, 
by  the  profits  to  be  realised  from  the  lands  of 
which  the  Natives  were  invited  for  their  own 
protection  to  yield  the  pre-emption,  we  could 
not,  with  our  knowledge  of  their  feelings  and 
sentiments,  have  conscientiously  recommended 
them  to  agree  to  the  Treaty." 

Further  on,  he  says, — 

"I  was  a  witness  of  the  baptism  of  John 
Heke  and  his  children  about  six  or  seven 
years  ago,  and  his  fast-flowing  tears  on  that 
occasion  showed  how  keenly  he  felt  the 
solemnity  of  that  sacrament,  and  the  obliga- 
tions it  imposed.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
believe  that  he  was  at  that  time  otherwise 
than  a  sincere,  intelligent  convert,  and,  though 
I  have  since  heard  actions  imputed  to  him  in- 
consistent with  his  Christian  profession,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  believing  that  he  considers  he 
was  only  doing  the  duty  of  a  patriot  to  his 
country  in  the  late  disturbance.  Heke  is 
married  to  the  daughter  of  the  late  Hongi,  who 
visited  England,  and'  was  introduced  to  King 
George  IV.,  and  who  was  the  greatest  warrior 
New  Zealand  has  produced.  There  is  much 
reason  to  apprehend  that  his  influence  would 
be  very  great  throughout  the  northern  part  of 
the  Island  should  matters  be  pushed  to  ex- 
tremities between  him  and  the  Government." 

The  Government  did  not  take  warning  from 
these  events,  or  from  the  unfortunate  affair 
at  Wairau,  but  continued  to  purchase  large 
tracts  of  country  for  a  nominal  consideration, 
without  due  inquiry  as  to  who  were  the  right- 
ful owners.  I  will  give  the  Land  Purchase 
Commissioners'  own  words  in  this  respect.  One 
of  them  stated, — 

"  He  was  totally  dissatisfied  with  the  course 
which  the  Government  had  taken,  buying  the 
Natives'  land  for  the  least  possible  amount, 
and  making  a  profit  out  of  it.  Hitherto  the 
negotiations  of  the  Government  for  the  Native 
lands  had  been  conducted  on  no  principle  at 
all,  by  persons  whose  only  qualification  in 
general  was  a  knowledge  of  the  Native  tan- 
kage. Of  course  these  officers  had  no  interest 
in  making  purchases  complete  and  indefeas- 
ible, but  they  felt  vitally  interested  in  making 
purchases  as  soon  as  possible,  and  for  as  little 
as  possible,  and  sending  up  reports  of  pur- 
chases said  to  be  made,  without  minding  a 
little  vagueness  of  boundaries.  To  that  he  attri- 
buted all  the  difficulties  which  now  troubled 

TIS." 

An  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  District  Com- 
missioner of  Eawke's  Bay  to  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner says, — 

"  It  may  be  said,  in  a  few  words,  that  at 
present  there  is  no  Native-land  question  in  this 
province — that  is  to  say,  that  within  the  last 
two  years  the  Natives  have  put  a  stop  to  land- 
Belling  to  the  Government.  This  step,  on  their 
Son.  Mr.  Williams 


part,  arose  from  the  dissatisfaction  produced 
by  the  sale  of  lands  by  some  of  the  chiefs. 
Finding  the  sale  of  land  so  ready  a  means  of 
obtaining  large  supplies  of  money,  the  next 
step  was  an  easy  one — namely,  that  from  sell- 
ing lands  they  had  a  right  to,  or  were  authorised 
to  dispose  of,  to  selling  those  belonging  to  other 
people,  with  which  they  had  no  business  to 
meddle.  The  heart-burnings  and  dissatisfac- 
tion arising  from  this  cause  at  length  broke  oat 
in  war,  about  which  time  the  Maori  King 
movement  began  to  gain  ground  in  Waikato, 
from  which  district  a  deputation,  under  W. 
Thompson,  alias  Tamihana  Tarapipipi,  the 
King -maker,  came  down  with  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  making  peace,  but  really  to  gain 
adherents  to  their  party." 

And,  again, — 

"  With  reference  to  the  general  bearings  ot 
the  question,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  mind 
of  the  Natives  is  at  present  thoroughly  un- 
settled on  the  land  question.  They  are  deeply 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  the  Government 
wish  to  obtain  forcible  possession  of  their 
lands." 

The  heart-burnings  and  disaSection  arising 
from  these  proceedings  culminated  in  the 
Waiteuti  war,  and  eventually  in  the  King 
movement  and  the  Waikato  war.  By  a  com- 
mon consensus  of  opinion  it  was  conceded  that 
to  waive  the  right  of  pre-emption  was  the  cure 
for  the  evil,  and  in  1862  the  first  Native  Land 
Act  was  passed,  and  free -trade  granted  in 
lands.  Under  pre-emption  the  lauds  purchased 
by  the  Government  were — in  the  North  Island, 
5,861,000  acres,  at  6d.  per  acre  ;  in  the  South 
Island,  fourteen  million  of  aores,  at  |d.  per 
acre.  The  gross  amount  paid  was  £170,000, 
or,  roughly,  twenty  million  Skores  odd  for 
£170,000,  or  an  average  of  2d.  per  acre.  The 
lands  sold  by  the  Natives  to  Europeans  direct 
under  the  Native  Land  Act  up  to  1885  amounted 
to  2,374,400  acres  ;  the  lands  leased,  1,683,000 ; 
lands  still  held  by  Natives,  18,259,600.  Of  this 
total,  873,879  acres  were  paid  for,  the  sum  paid 
being  £277,133,  or  an  average  of  6s.  id.  an 
acre.  Over  and  above  this,  the  Government 
received  £27,700  for  10  per  cent,  duty,  and 
the  land  was  assessed  for  taxation  purposes, 
for  it  immediately  became  taxable,  at  £905,474. 
I  take  these  figures  from  a  speech  of  the  late 
Premier  Mr.  Ballance,  reported  in  Hansard 
in  1885,  Volume  3,  page  893,  and  I  assume 
them  to  be  correct.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  under  the  pre-emption  the  Natives  re- 
ceived 2d.  per  acre  for  twenty  million  acres, 
and  under  free -trade  they  received  6s.  4d. 
an  acre  for  their  lands.  The  pre-emption 
landed  the  colony  in  war,  which  cost  six  mil- 
lions sterling ;  free-trade  satisfied  the  Natives, 
pacified  them,  and  ended  the  war ;  so  much  so 
that  at  the  present  time  the  Government  have 
suggested  the  repeal  of  the  Arms  Act,  which 
prohibits  the  sale  of  arms  to  Natives.  But  why 
cannot  the  two  systems  go  side  by  side  ?  There 
are  large  areas  which  may  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Government  for  settlement  purposes ;  while 
there  are  other  tracts  which  mi^t  be  better 
dealt  with  by  private  enterprise— rough,  broken 
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country,  serriceable  only  for  pastoral  land.  The 
Government  have  the  necessary  maohinery  for 
purchasing  under  "  The  Native  Land  Purchase 
Aot,  1892,"  "  The  Native  Land  Purchase  and 
Acquisition  Aot,  1893,"  and  ■*  The  Lands  Im- 
provement and  Native  Lands  Acquisition  Act, 
1894  " ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  able  to  purchase  all  the  lands  that  they 
require ;  and  surely  the  Frauds  Prevention  Acts 
furnish  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  Natives 
would  not  be  imposed  upon  by  the  settlers 
under  free-trade.  The  return  to  pre-emption 
now  will  be  considered  by  the  Natives  a  breach 
of  faith,  seeing  that  they  have  enjoyed  the  right 
to  sell  their  own  land  for  over  thirty  years ;  and, 
finding  themselves  boycotted  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  they  will  boycott  the  Qovernment  in  re- 
turn, and  the  consequence  will  be  that  there 
will  be  no  sale  of  land,  and  settlement  will  be 
stopped.  The  Act  of  1886  proved  a  dead- let- 
ter, and  it  is  just  possible  that  the  present 
Bill,  if  ever  it  comes  into  force,  will  also  prove 
a  dead-letter.  The  present  Oovemment  can- 
not, of  course,  be  blamed  for  the  errors  of 
others,  but  they  may  take  warning  from  the 
past.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  very  sug- 
gestive, that,  although  the  Crown  obtained 
twenty  millions  of  acres  at  the  very  low  price 
of  2d.  an  acre,  yet  when  you  add  to  that  the 
cost  to  the  country  owing  to  the  hostilities 
with  the  Natives— namely,  £6,000,000— that 
brings  the  price  up  to  6s.  2d.  aa  acre,  or  very 
nearly  the  amount  paid  by  settlers  under  free- 
trade. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  whether  he  would 
agree  to  adjourn  this  debate  until  to-morrow. 
Although  I  tried  to  follow  this  Bill  through  the 
other  House,  I  really  have  not  had  the  time  to 
look  at  it,  and  I  have  only  just  got  it  with  the 
amendments  made  by  the  other  House. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  do  not 
think  any  advantage  will  be  gained  by  delay, 
and,  as  some  honourable  members  who  under- 
stand this  matter  are  desirous  that  the  Bill 
should  go  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  as 
soon  as  possible,  my  honourable  friend,  who 
is  a  member  of  that  Committee,  I  trust  will 
have  evety  opportunity  of  discussing  the  mea- 
sure there,  and  when  the  Bill  comes  back  from 
the  Committee  he  will  have  a  further  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  Council  upon  it.  I 
think  we  should  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
now,  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee,  becaxise 
no  advantage  would  be  gained  by  delay. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  seven  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   BBPRE8ENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  11th  October,  1894. 


First  Beading— Second  Beadlcgs— Third  Headings— 
Eduoation  Board  Members'  Expensee — Abattoirs 
and  Slanghterbouaes  Bill— Fnbllo  Works  State- 
ment—Sitting  of  the  House— Privileges  of  the 
Honse— Ministerial    Bosidences   Bale  Bill— Oo- 

VOL.  LXXXVI.— 42. 


vemment  Advance*  to  Settlers  Bill— Harlx>nr8 
Bill— Tramways  Bill— Tongariro  Matiooai  Park 
BUI— Little  Barrier  IslandPnrchase Bill— Watei^ 
Supply  Bill— Stamp  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Fbatebb. 

FIRST  READING. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Trustees    Bill,    Native    Land    Claims    and 
Boundaries  Adjustment  and  Titles  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Legitimation  BiU. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  Trustees  Bill,  Legitima- 
tion Bill. 

EDUCATION  BOARD  MEMBERS- 
EXPENSES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLLINS,  it  wag 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  amounts  charged  as  ex- 
penses by  members  of  the  various  Education 
Boards  throughout  the  colony  for  the  years 
1892,  1898,  and  1894;  such  return  to  state 
the  amounts  charged  as  travelling-expenses, 
whether  by  railway  or  other  methods  of  loco- 
motion. 

ABATTOIRS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
BILL. 

m  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — No  slaughtering  permitted  within 
half  a  mile  of  any  borough. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  words  at  the  end  of  the  first  subseo- 
tion :  "  unless  with  the  consent  of  the  Council 
of  such  city  or  borough,  or  the  Board  of  such 
town  district." 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ates,  18. 
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Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  against,  21. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  6.  —  County  and  Borough  Councils 
may  erect  abattoirs. 

The  Committee  divided    on    the    question, 
"  That  the  word  '  city '  be  inserted,  as  proposed 
by  the  Abattoirs  Committee." 
Ayes,  IS. 
Heke 


Buchanan 

Buddo 

Cadman 

Camcrosa 

Oamell 

OarroU 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Dathie 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Oraham 
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Hall 
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Lang 
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Saunders 
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Tellers. 
Hutchison,  W. 
McKenzie,  B. 


Koss,  10. 
Hall-Jones        McGowan 
Hutchison,  G.   McNab 
Kelly,  J.  W.       Steward 
Maalin  Thompson. 

Majority  for,  35. 

Word  "  city  "  inserted. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  within  the  limits  of  such  city, 
borough,  or  county  " ;  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"so  long  as  the  abattoirs  are  not  within  the 
limits  of  any  city  or  borough." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ante,  37. 
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Majority  for,  19. 


Amendment  negatived. 


The  Committee   divided   on  the  Twitiw. 

"  That  the  clause  as  amended  stand  put  «( 
the  Bill." 

Atks,  40. 

Allen  Haocia               Marrison 

Buchanan  Hogg                  Panto 

Buddo  Joyce                 Pinuii 

Button  Laiig                  Beeves 

Cadman  Lawry                Bossell,  W.  S. 

Camcross  Mackenzie,  T.   Saonden 

Carroll  Mackintosh        Seddon 

Crowther  Massey               Smith,  E.  H. 

Duncan  McGowan          Ward 

Earnshaw  McKenzie,  J.    Wilaan. 

Fraser  McKenzie,  B. 

Graham  McLachlan               Tellen. 

Green  Meredith            Mills 

Hall  Millar                Pinkerton. 

Noes,  13. 
CarneU  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Collins  Maslin 

Hall-Jones         McNab 
Hutchison,  G.   Newman 
Hutchison,  W.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Majority  for,  27. 

Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  80. — By-laws  relating  to  abatt(H]s,fa. 

Subsection  (9). — "For  prescribing  the  ooiU 
ditions  subject  to  which  meat  from  beyori 
the  district  over  which  the  local  authoii^  bai 
jurisdiction  may  be  brought  for  sale  oi  eg*- 
sumption  within  such  district." 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved  the  addition  of  At 
proviso:  "Providing  that  no  local  authodtf 
shall  have  power  to  prohibit  within  its  booad- 
aries  the  sale  of  meat  which  has  been  killel 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  tiiii  ket, 
and  which  has  been  inspected  in  the  ; 
provided  by  this  Act." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Stout. 

TeUen. 
Russell,  O.W. 
Tanner. 


Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Camcross 

CarneU 

Collms 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 


Ayss,  U. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 


McGowan 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Millar 


MiUs 

Montgnnaiy 

0*Re(^ 

Parata 

Pirani 

Beeves 

RosseU,  W.B. 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Steward 

Ward 

Wilson. 

TtStn. 
Keltjr,  J.  W. 
HoixiBon. 


Noes,  8. 
Earnshaw         Pinkerton  Tdltn. 

Joyce  Russell,  G.  W.  Alien 

Mitchelson        Tanner  Button. 

Majority  against,  36. 

Proviso  added. 

Clause  82. — By-laws  to  have  same  eSeetttS 
made  under  Acts  relating  to  monioipal  distaitia 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  to  add  ito 
words,  "  Provided  that  all  such  by-lavs  atfk 
in  this  behalf    hall  not  come  into  opeatigk 
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tintn  the  assent  of  the  Govemoi  in  Council 
baa  been  given  to  the  same." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

New  clause  49a. — "  Nothing  in  this  Act  oon- 
iained  shall  apply  to  any  bona  fide  farmer  who, 
as  incident  to  his  farming  operations,  slaughters 
on  his  farm  for  sale  or  barter  large  or  small 
cattle :  Provided  that  the  proof  shall  at  all 
times  lie  on  him  to  satisfy  the  Court  that 
his  principal  avocation  is  farming  and  not 
alanghtering." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  That  the  following 
proviso  be  added :  "  and  provided  that  the  local 
authority  from  time  to  time  may  make  by-laws 
regulating  the  number  of  large  and  small  cattle 
-which  may  be  slaughtered  or  bartered." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ates,  18. 

AUm. 

Mitohelson 

Eussell,  W.  E 

Bell 

Montgomery 

Stout 

Duthie 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Heke 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

Buchanan 

ICaokensie,  T. 

BusseU.  G.  W. 

Fraser. 

Millar 

Nobs,  87. 

Bnddo 

Houston 

McLachlan 

Buick 

Hutchison,  O. 

McNab 

Button 

Hutchison,  W 

Morrison 

CamcrosB 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

0 'Began 

OameU 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Orowther 

Lamach 

Saunders 

Duncan 

La  wry 

Seddon 

Barnshaw 

Mackintosh 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Maslui 

Ward. 

-Graham 

Masaey 

Hall-Jones 

McGowan 

Teaer$. 

Harris 

McKenzie,  J. 

Hall 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  R. 
Paib. 

Mills. 

For 

. 

Againtt. 

Carroll. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  19. 

Amendment 

negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported 

,  and  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

(For  oZl  Tabla  and  Betttnu  rrferred  to  in  this 
Btaiement,  tee  Appmdtx  D.-l.) 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  again  my 
pleasure  to  lay  before  you  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  Exception  has  been  taken  to  the 
■delay  in  bringing  it  down,  but  this  was  quite 
nnavoidable,  seeing  that  the  ways  and  means 
aTailable  could  not  be  ascertained  until  the 
recent  legislation  in  reference  to  improving 
Crown  lands  and  purchasing  Native  lands  was 
effected. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  contended  that  the 
policy  measures  dealing  with  finance  should 
nave  been  brought  forward  and  passed  at  an 
•earlier  period  of  the  session.  Against  this  I 
may  fatrly  urge  that  questions  of  great  mo- 
ment required  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
These  questions  were  of  such  an  exceptional 
character  that  they  could  not  brook  delay,  but. 


when  they  were  dealt  with,  no  time  was  lost  in 
promoting  the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native 
Lands  Acquisition  Act,  which  was  only  passed 
by  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  Srd  instant, 
and  now  awaits  the  assent  of  His  Excellency. 
I  hope,  however,  the  delay  will  not  have  made 
the  Statement  less  attractive. 

RoADiMQ  Cbown  Lands  and  pcbcbasino 
Native  Lands. 

The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  the  Budget,  in- 
dicated a  new  departure  with  respect  to  the 
improvement  of  lands  and  the  roading  of  the 
same,  and  the  purchase  and  roading  of  Native 
lands.  Details  in  connection  witn  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  under  these  heads  will  be 
found  in  the  estimates  of  expenditure  under 
the  head  of  "  Lands  Improvement  Account " 
and  "  Native  Lands  Parcfiase  Account."  The 
necessity  for  the  increased  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  improving  and  roading  the  lands 
of  the  Crown,  and  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  and  roading  the  same,  will  be  conceded 
by  eveiy  true  colonist.  If  this  necessity  is  not 
met  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  pace  with  the 
demands  of  those  who  desire  to  settle  upon  our 
lands,  and  the  sons  of  our  fathers  will  leave 
our  shores  and  seek  homes  elsewhere.  Others 
also,  who  for  years  have  found  intermittent 
employment  in  our  towns,  and  who  now  seek 
to  settle  in  the  country,  and  with  that  object 
are  engaged  on  the  co-operative  works,  would 
also  become  disheartened  and  return  'to  the 
towns,  there  to  eke  out  a  miserable  existence, 
and,  in  many  cases,  ultimately  become  a  bur- 
den on  the  ratepayers.  The  Government  be- 
lieve it  to  be  their  duty  to  meet  the  urgent 
demands  for  land  for  small  settlements,  and 
that  in  so  doing  they  are  acting  in  the  true 
interests  of  colonisation.  By  settling  the 
people  on  the  lands  permanent  prosperity  will 
also  be  assured,  and  the  loss  of  population 
effectually  prevented. 

Making  provision  for  the  purposes  herein- 
before enumerated  has  hod  the  effect  of  swell- 
ing the  proposed  expenditure  of  the  year  to 
considerably  more  than  was  appropriated  last 
year.  On  reference,  however,  to  Part  I.  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  amount  asked  for  under  that 
Part  of  the  Fund  is  only  £564,980,  being  less 
by  £43,880  than  was  appropriated  last  year. 
The  difference  is  principally  accounted  for  by  a 
reduction  of  nearly  £100,000  in  the  votes  for 
roads,  and  an  increase  of  nearly  £40,000  in  the 
vote  for  development  of  goldnelds,  and  about 
£10,000  in  the  vote  for  public  buildings. 

The  total  increase  in  the  appropriations 
under  all  heads  will  be  £229,703,  made  up  as 
follows : — 

Lands    Improvement        *  * 

Account    ..  ..     150,000 

Native  Lands  Purchase 
Account    ..  ..     150,000 

800,000 

Decrease  under  Part  I.      48,860 

.  n.      26,417 

70,297 


Increase 


..    329,708 
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PbOTISION  fob  IIOA.D-WOBKS  OEHEBALLT. 

An  increased  ezpenditare  is  proposed  under 
the  head  of  "Main  Boads"  amounting  to 
£16,961.  The  principal  portion  of  this  is  owing 
to  the  necessity  for  provision  being  made  for 
the  main  roads  north  of  Auckland,  the  main- 
tenance of  roads  generally,  and  especially  the 
roads  from  Nelson  to  Westland  and  Hokitika 
to  Christchurch.  The  local  authorities  are 
absolutely  unable  to  maintain  these  roads.  In 
some  of  the  districts  mentioned  there  has  been 
no  other  public-works  expenditure  ;  they  have 
no  railways ;  and,  whilst  there  are  vast  areas 
of  Crown  and  Native  lands,  there  is  very  little 
rateable  property.  The  keeping-open  of  these 
toads  is  of  colonial  as  well  as  local  importance, 
more  particularly  in  regard  to  the  tourist  trafSc. 

Another  cause  which  has  necessitated  an 
increased  expenditure  this  year  is  the  excep- 
tionally bad  harvest,  low  prices,  and  the  in- 
ability of  the  owners  of  property  from  various 
causes  to  make  improvements :  thus  throwing 
out  of  employment  a  very  large  number  of 
very  deserving  colonists.  The  distress  during 
the  winter — more  particularly  in  the  large 
centres — has  been  exceedingly  great,  and  it 
devolved  upon  the  Oovernment  to  meet  this 
unforeseen  difficulty  and  to  make  provision  to 
alleviate  as  far  as  possible  the  wants  and  re- 
quirements of  those  who,  through  no  fault  of 
tbeii  own,  were  thrown  out  of  work.  The  Oo- 
vernment has,  however,  rigidly  adhered  to  the 
policy  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  find 
employment  only  on  reproductive  works,  and 
on  miproving  lands  the  property  of  the  Grown. 
Accordingly,  the  roads  put  in  hand  are  only 
such  as  are  required  for  the  promotion  of  settle- 
ment and  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  colony.  The  other  works  undertaken 
have  been  bush-felling  and  other  improvements 
on  Crown  lands,  and  by  this  means  also  settle- 
ment has  been  promoted.  The  colony  will  lose 
nothing  in  connection  with  this  class  of  ex- 
penditure, for  the  amount  expended  will  be 
added  to  the  capital  value  of  the  land.  Those 
employed  in  doing  the  work  will  in  many  cases 
become  settlers,  and  be  located  on  the  land 
they  have  been  employed  to  improve,  and 
they  will  subsequently  pay  the  interest  on  the 
moneys  which  have  been  expended  in  making 
the  improvements.  By  these  means  the  men 
become  accustomed  to  a  country  life,  and  a 
large  percentage  of  them  will  never  again 
trouble  either  the  Government  or  the  local 
authorities  as  "  unemployed." 

That  the  Oeneral  Assembly  should  have  to 
perform  the  functions  of  a  General  Board  of 
Works  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory,  but 
as  matters  stand  it  is  a  necessity.  By  the 
local-government  legislation  of  1876  it  was  no 
doubt  intended,  in  regard  to  minor  works,  such 
as  roads  and  bridges,  that  the  local  govern- 
ing bodies  should  deal  with  these  questions. 
All  the  machinery  was  then  provided;  but 
a  serious  defect,  and  one  which  has  not  yet 
been  rectified,  crept  in — namely,  the  local 
authorities  were  not  provided  with  an  assured 
revenue  upon  which  they  could  depend  for  the 
Mr.Seddon 


construction  of  necessary  works,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  same  when  constructed. 

The  Government  has  already  stated  its  inten- 
tion of  introducing  next  session  amended  pro- 
posals with  regard  to  local  government.  Fend- 
ing the  necessary  legislation  being  passed,  and 
the  necessary  funds  being  thus  provided,  Par- 
liament is  asked  to  follow  the  usual  course 
and  make  due  provision  for  the  several  works 
enumerated  in  the  estimates.  The  amounts 
required  for  road-works  are  in  excess  of  those 
asked  for  during  the  last  three  years,  but  this 
excess  is  largely  due  to  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  and  to  the  amount  required  for  reading 
the  lands  purchased.  A  large  amount  is  also 
required  for  farm-settlements,  and  for  land-im- 
provements and  main-road  maintenance.  In 
respect  to  the  latter,  as  previously  stated,  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  local  authori- 
ties is  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  Uy 
bear  the  expense  of  these  roads. 

Road  and  Baii.way  Exfenditube. 

A  pleasing  feature  will  be  found  in  the  fact 
that,  whilst  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in 
the  expenditure  on  roads — which  are  a  great 
and  urgent  necessity,  in  fact,  the  lifeblood  of 
settlement — there  has  been  a  considerable  de- 
crease in  the  expenditure  on  railways. 

The  appropriations  asked  for  for  railways 
this  year  also  show  a  decrease  on  last  year's 
votes,  and  the  decrease  would  have  been  still 
more  marked  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
a  much  larger  sum  is  asked  for  by  the  Railway 
Commissioners  for  additions  to  open  lines  this 
year  than  was  voted  last  year.  Last  year  the 
amount  voted  was  £18,978 ;  this  year  £40,00a 
is  required;  and  on  going  carefully  into  the 
matter  the  Government  has  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Commissioners  have  not  been 
unreasonable  in  their  demands. 

Notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  the  ex- 
penditure it  wiU  be  found  that  the  outlay  during 
the  last  two  years  has  been  the  most  e^lvan- 
tageous  that  has  taken  place  for  a  considerable 
period,  for  the  finishing  of  partly-constructed 
lines  and  bringing  them  to  remunerative  points 
was  considered  to  be  of  the  first  importance. 

In  another  part  of  the  Statement  will  be 
found  a  comparative  return  showing  the  appro- 
priations for  and  expenditure  on  railways  and 
roads  respectively  forthe  years  1890-91, 1891-92, 
1892-93,  and  1893-94,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduction 
in  the  expenditure  on  railways,  and  a  largely 
increased  expenditure  upon  roads.  Honour- 
able members  will,  I  feel  sure,  agree  with  me 
that  the  construction  of  district  roads  and  the 
maintenance  of  main  roads  in  the  settled  dis- 
tricts is,  owing  to  our  defective  system  of  local 
government,  to  some  extent  defendable  as  a 
charge  upon  the  Consolidated  i^und ;  but  in 
regard  to  railways,  which  remain  for  the  benefit 
of  posterity,  it  is  a  reasonable  contention  that 
this  class  of  work  should  be  constructed  out  of 
funds  which  the  present  generation  should  not 
be  asked  wholly  to  provide.  So  long,  however, 
as  we  have  partly-constructed  lines,  and  a 
judicious  expenditure  will  bring  them  to  a  pay- 
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able  point  and  make  the  past  expenditure  re- 
mnnerative,  then  a  grant  from  the  consolidated 
cevenne  for  such  works  is  warranted,  leaving 
the  further  extension  and  completion  of  such 
itdlways  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  future. 


Public  Wobks  Pusd. 

The  state  of  the  Public  Works  Fand  on  the 

31st  March  last  (inoljiding  a  small  asset  of  £78 

due  to  Fart  I.  under  "  The  Qovernment  Loans 

to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886  ")  was  as  foUowa  : — 


Parts  ot  Fund. 

Unexpended 

Balances, 

3lBt  March, 

189!«. 

Iff 

1 
Expenditure, 

Totals       "^^^  ended 
lovut.    1  3jgj  March, 

1804. 

Balances 

remaining, 

SlBt  March, 

1894. 

Liabilities 

exlatinfe, 

3l8t  March, 

1894. 

Net  Balances 

available, 

Slst  Maiob, 

1884. 

Part    I.       .. 
Part  n.       . . 

Totals.. 

£ 
177,685 
152,943 

£ 
419,853 
2,428 

£ 

597,088 
155,371 

£ 

333,800 

76,174 

£ 

263,738 

79,197 

£ 

214,742 

28,866 

£ 
48,996 
50,331 

330,628 

421,781 

752,409 

409,474 

342,985 

248,608 

99,327 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
receipts  during  the  year  more  than  met  the 
expenditure,  so  that  the  Fund  was  in  a  better 
position,  to  the  extent  of  £12,807,  on  the  31st 
March  last  than  it  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year.  The  receipts  under  Part  I.  con- 
sisted of  £250,000  transferred  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  £163,713  of  released  sinking 
funds,  £S,7S7  from  the  EUesmere  Bailway 
Trust,  and  £1,883  from  miacellaneous  sources. 
The  £2,428  shown  as  a  receipt  under  Fart  II. 
was  a  transfer  from  Part  I.  to  cover  expendi- 
ture on  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  to  that 
amount  which  had  been  charged  to  Part  II.  in 
excess  of  the  allocation  authorised. 

ToTAi,  Wats  akd  Means  available. 

The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  already  men- 
tioned, in  the  Financial  Statement,  the  pro- 
posal to  again  transfer  a  sum  of  £250,000  from 
tiie  Consolidated  Fund  for  general  public- works 
purposes.  An  amount  of  £54,681  will  also  be 
available  from  released  sinking  funds  under  our 
loan-conversion  operations.  A  further  sum  of 
£250,000  will  be  available  for  roads  and  bridges, 
and  the  preparation  of  lands  for  settlement,  and 
for  assistance  to  settlers  to  enable  them  to  make 
improvements,  under  the  Lands  Improvement 
and  Native  Lands  Acquisition  Act ;  and  a  fur- 
ther similar  sum  for  the  purchase  and  reading 
of  Native  lands  under  the  same  Act. 

The    total  ways  and   means    available   for 

£ablio-works  purposes  this  year  will  therefore 
B  as  follows : — 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.—  £ 

Balance  remaining  on  Slst  March, 

1894 
Transfer  from  Consolidated  Fund 
Keleased  sinking  funds  . . 


263,788 

250,000 

54,681 


Public  Works  Fond,  Part  II.— 
Balance  remaining  on  Slst  March, 

1894 

Totel   Public  Works  Fond 
Lands  Improvement  Account 
Native  Lands  Purchase  Account.. 


568,419 


79,197 


647,616 
250,000 
250,000 


Oross  total  ways  and  means  £1,147,616 


Afpbopbiations  pboposed. 
The    appropriations    proposed   under   theso 
several  heads  are  as  follow : — 

£ 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part   I.    ..     564,980 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.    ..      75,183 

Total  Public  Works  Fund    640,163 

Under  the  Lands  Improvement 
Account      ..  ..  ..     150,000 

Under  the  Native  Lands  Pur- 
chase Account  . .  . .     150,000 

Gross  total  appropriations 
proposed        ..  ..  £940,163 

This  will  leave  an  unappropriated  balance  of 
£7,453  under  the  Public  Works  Fund  to  be 
carried  forward  to  next  year,  besides  £100,000 
each  on  the  Lands  Improvement  and  the 
Native  Lands  Purchase  Accounts,  or  a  total 
unappropriated  balance  of  £207,458. 

The  votes  proposed  under  Part  II.  nearly 
absorb  the  balance  of  the  ways  and  means 
standing  to  the  credit  of  that  Fart  of  the  Fund, 
which  means  that  on  their  expenditure  the  one 
million  specially  raised  for  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Bailway  will  be  practically,  ex- 
hausted. Honourable  members  will  doubtless 
desire  to  know  how  this  amount  has  been  ex- 
pended.   The  figures  are  as  follow : — 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Baxlteay  Loan. 

£ 
Amount  of  loan . .  . .     1 ,000,000 

Receipts  from  lands  pur- 
chased ..  7,680 


Total   .. 

Expenditure. 
Survey   and  construction 

of   North   Island  Main 

Trunk  Bailway 
Purchase  of  Native  lands 
Boads    to   give  access  to 

railway 
Charges  and   expenses  of 

raising  loan    . . 
Departmental  expenditure 
Balance  unappropriated ; . 

Total   .. 


1,007,680 


648,911 
220,000 

164,095 

51,788 

18,772 

4,014 

1,007,580 
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Chi8  expenditure  has  given  or  will  give  us 
59  miles  of  finished  railway;  12}  miles  addi- 
tional on  which  the  formation-works  will  be 
eompleted,  and  the  rails  in  process  of  being 
laid;  9  miles  on  which  the  formation-works 
will  be  in  an  advanced  condition ;  70  miles  of 
line  permanently  surveyed  ;  and  65  miles  of 
preliminary  survey.  It  will  also  give  us  good 
coach-roads  affording  access  to  the  railways  at 
both  ends,  and  leading  through  the  centre  of 
the  Xorth  Island — namely,  from  Hunterville  to 
Turangarere  and  Tokaanu ;  also  from  Fipiriki, 
on  the  Wanganui  Biver,  to  Ohakune,  Karioi, 
and  Moawhanga ;  also  about  6S  miles  of  road 
between  Stratford  and  Ongamhe,  leaving  about 
40  miles  of  that  road  still  to  be  made  ;  besides 
mcmy  miles  of  minor  roads  and  exploration 
tracks,  and  temporary  and  permanent  service 
roads  and  bridges.  It  has  also  provided  us 
with  an  estate  of  1,137,877  acres  of  freehold 
and  129,148  acres  of  leasehold  land,  besides 
other  large  areas  whioh  have  been  partially 
aoqnired. 

Total  Expenditure  to  End  of  1893-94. 
The  expenditure  on  all  works  and  services 
throughout  the  colony  out  of  the  Public  Works 
Fond  up  to  the  Slst  March  last,  including  the 
veJue  of  the  provincial  and  the  purchase-price 
of  the  district  railways,  has  amounted  to  a 
total  sum  of  £29,293,451.  The  principal  items 
are  as  follow — namely  :  Bailways,  £15,806,308 ; 
roads,  £8,855,465;  immigration,  £2,146,552; 
buildings,  £1,890,711 ;  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  £1,297,517 ;  lighthouses,  harbour-works, 
«nd  harbour  defences,  £906,958  ;  telegraph  ex- 
tension, £679,793  ;  development  of  goldfields, 
£672,441 ;  defence-works  (general),  £429,719  ; 
departmental  expenditure,  £376,162  ;  and  cost 
of  and  discount  on  raising  loans,  £1,026,828. 

CO-OPEBATIVX  STSTKM. 

The  co-operative  principle  of  constmoting 
public  works  continues  to  give  very  Satisfac- 
tory results  both  to  the  State  and  the  work- 
men,  and  the  interest  in  the  matter  has  also 
become  more  widespread. 

As  time  wears  on,  the  advantages  claimed  for 
the  system  of  constructing  public  works  on  the 
co-operative  principle  are  being  more  and  more 
amply  verified.  As  compared  with  the  contract 
system,  a  much  better  class  of  work  has  been 
done,  whilst  the  cost  to  the  colony  has  been  no 
greater.  Another  advantage  is  the  power  which 
is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  to  regu- 
late the  expenditure  on  public  works.  As  a 
case  in  point,  during  the  months  of  April,  May, 
June,  July,  and  August,  whilst  work  was  avail- 
able in  the  settled  districts,  the  Government 
reduced  its  expenditure  on  roads,  railways,  and 
other  public  works.  This  enabled  the  settlers 
to  take  advantage  of  the  labour  that  was  thus 
set  free,  and  it  removed  the  complaints  which 
were  made  in  the  past  that  the  local  bodies 
and  the  settlers  could  not  obtain  the  labour 
when  required. 

A  very  pleasing  feature  in  connection  with 
this  matter  was  the  few  complaints  made  by 
those  who  were  retired  from  the  works,  for  only 
Mr.  Seddon 


in  one  or  two  isolated  cases  did  they  complain 
— thus  negativing  once  and  for  all  the  objection 
that  was  taken  to  the  co-operative  system  by 
those  who  asserted  that  the  co-operative  men 
would  become  a  political  power,  and  that  pres- 
sure would  be  brought  to  bear  by  them  to  forc» 
upon  the  colony  an  increased  public-works  ex- 
penditure. 

In  previous  years  inquiries  were  received 
from  the  neighbouring  colonies  in  reference  to- 
the  system,  and  daring  last  year  similar  in- 
quiries came  from  America,  while  recently  tho 
British  Government  has,  through  the  Agent- 
General,  requested  to  be  furnished  with  the 
fullest  information  with  regard  to  it.  An 
article  in  explanation  of  the  system  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Under  -  Secretary  for  Pablio 
Works,  and  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of 
••  The  New  Zealand  Official  Year-book."  Copies 
of  this  article  will  be  sent  to  England  and  else- 
where, and  the  Government  confidently  expect- 
to  hear  of  the  scheme  being  largely  adopted  in 
the  carrying-out  of  public  works  in  other  coun- 
tries. 

The  number  of  men  employed  under  the 
system  during  the  last  twelve  months  has  been 
as  follows : — 


Month. 

Public 
Works 

Depart- 
ment. 

lisnds 
Depart- 
ment. 

Total. 

September,  1893 

840 

1,115 

1,955 

October, 

829 

1,060 

1,889 

November,     , 

900 

1,098 

1,998 

December,     . 

1,028 

1,094 

2,122 

January,      1894 

984 

1,042 

2,026 

February,      , 

981 

1,081 

2,062 

March,           , 

911 

951 

1,862 

April, 

744 

896 

1,640 

May, 

780 

960     1,740 

June, 

766 

1,018     1,774 

July. 

694 

974     1,663 

August, 

695 

1,094  '  1,789 

Average  monthly 

845 

1,082     1,877 

number 

1 

The  works  on  which  the  men  have  been  em- 
ployed have  been  of  a  very  varied  character. 
Almost  all  classes  of  railway-work  have  been 
carried  out  under  the  system,  including  earth- 
works, bridges  (wood,  stone,  and  iron),  culverts 
(wood  and  stone),  fencing,  platelaying,  ballast- 
ing, supply  of  sleepers,  and  the  erection  of 
station  and  other  buildings.  All  sorts  of  road- 
works have  also  been  undertaken,  and  the 
erection  and  repair  of  public  buildings  have 
likewise  been  carried  out  under  it. 

The  earnings  of  the  men  have  varied  a  good 
deal,  according  to  their  capabilities  and  in- 
dustry. The  total  earnings  of  the  co-operative 
contractors  employed  under  the  Public  Works 
Department  during  the  year  have  been  £69,603, 
emd  under  the  Lands  Department  £88,877,  or  a 
total  of  £167,980  distributed  amongst  the  co- 
operative contract  workmen  of  the  colony. 
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PCBLIO   WOBKS  LsaiSIiiLTION. 

The  laws  relating  to  public  works  have,  in  the 
Publio  Works  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  been 
carefully  revised  and  consolidated.  The  new 
Bill  will  be  found  to  be  a  great  improvement, 
both  in  substance  and  arrangement,  on  the 
Publio  Works  Acts  previously  existing,  and 
administrative  work  thereunder  will  conse- 
qnently  be  accomplished  with  less  difficulty  in 
ttie  future  bv  the  officers  of  the  Government,  as 
well  M  by  the  local  authorities  working  under 
the  Act. 

A  new  Tramways  Bill  has  also  been  prepared, 
and  is  now  before  Parliament.  This  Bill  has 
been  modelled  on  the  Act  at  present  in  force  in 
Victoria,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  a 
neat  improvement  on  the  previous  tramway 
legislation. 

An  amendment  to  the  Inspection  of  Ma- 
chinery Act  has  also  been  introduced  and 
passed.  Under  this  Act  the  administration 
of  this  branch  of  the  public  service  has  been 
formally  placed  under  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works,  who  has,  as  a  matter  of  convenience, 
been  administering  the  Act  for  some  time  past. 
The  Act  also  provides  for  drivers  of  certain 
classes  of  engines  holding  certificates  of  com- 
petency. 

DEPASTMXirrAIi. 

In  submitting  this  Statement  to  Parliament, 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  valuable  departmental 
officers  and  engineers  and  the  whole  stafi  to 
state  that  they  have  performed  their  duties  in 
a  most  satisfactory  manner;  and  the  careful 
supervision  exercised  over  the  expenditure  is 
most  commendable.  It  might  appear  to  those 
uninitiated  in  the  working  of  the  department 
that  with  a  smaller  expenditure  the  duties  of 
the  staff  would  be  lighter.  This  is,  however, 
not  the  case,  for  with  the  working  of  the  co- 
operative system  the  departmental  work,  and 
also  the  work  thrown  upon  the  engineers  and 
overseers,  is  very  much  increased. 

WoBjnNG  Bailwats. 
The  Mangaonoho  Section  of  the  North  Island 
Hain  Trunk  Railway  and  the  Mokihinui  Exten- 
sion of  the  Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  were 
handed  over  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  for 
working  in  the  early  part  of  last  financial  year, 
and  the  fact  was  mentioned  in  last  year's 
Public  Works  Statement.  In  addition  to  these 
lines,  the  section  of  the  Botorua  Railway 
between  Putaruru  and  Tarukenga,  23  miles 
6  chains  in  length;  the  Blenheim  to  Omaka 
Section  of  the  Picton-Awatere  Railway,  2  miles 
43  chains  in  length ;  and  the  Oreymouth- 
Hokitika  Railway,  24  miles  87  chains  in  length, 
were  also  handed  over  to  the  Commissioners 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Since  the 
close  of  the  financial  year  the  Hiknrangi  Ex- 
tension of  the  Whangarei-Kamo  Railway,  8 
miles  in  length,  and  the  Middlemarch-Hyde 
Section  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway,  16  miles 
20  chains  in  length,  have  also  been  handed 
over ;  and  the  last  section  of  the  line  to 
Botorua,  8^  miles  in  length,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  ready  for  handing  over  on  the  Ist  December 
next. 


The  policy  of  the  Oovemment  since  its 
advent  to  office  has  been  to  complete  the 
unfinished  lines,  so  as  to  turn  unproductive 
expenditure  to  profitable  account.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  policy,  no  less  than  135  miles 
of  railway  have  been  completed  and  opened 
for  traffic  during  the  three  and  three-quarter 
years  that  the  Government  has  been  in  office, 
Of  this  total  length,  61  miles  7  chains  were 
opened  during  the  late  financial  year. 

The  amount  voted  for  additions  to  open  lines 
last  year  was  £18,978,  of  which  amount  £9,700 
was  for  additional  rolling-stock.  Only  £8,042 
of  the  total  amount  was  actually  expended 
daring  the  financial  year,  however,  and,  of 
this  snm,  £3,161  was  for  rolling-stock.  For 
the  current  year  the  Commissioners  ask  for 
£46,910,  of  which  £32,175  is  for  rolling-stock, 
and  £6,000  for  the  extension  and  improvement 
of  the  Railway  Wharf  at  Port  Chalmers.  A 
vote  for  £40,000  has  bean  provided  on  the 
estimates. 

A  pleasing  feature  in  connection  with  the 
increased  amount  asked  for  under  this  vote 
is  the  demand  for  trucks  specially  fitted  for 
bringing  dairy  produce  to  ports  for  shipment ; 
also  an  additional  supply  of  trucks  specially 
designed  for  carrying  frozen  meat. 

The  results  of  last  year's  working  were  not 
equal  to  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  total 
receipts  during  1892-93  amounted  to  £1,181,531, 
against  £1,172,792  for  1698-94;  and  the  net 
profit,  after  deducting  working  -  expenses, 
amounted  to  £437,484  in  the  latter  year 
against  £449,880  in  the  former— a  defioienoy 
of  £11,946.  This,  in  the  face  of  an  increased 
capital  expenditure  of  over  £400,000,  and  an 
increase  of  sixty-one  miles  in  the  length  of 
line  worked,  cannot  be  regarded  aa  a  very  satis- 
factory result.  The  percentage  return  on  the 
total  capital  invested  in  the  railways  also  de- 
clined from  £3  Is.  per  cent,  to  £2  17b.  9d.  pec 
cent.  The  shortage  in  the  receipts  was  douot- 
less  due  to  the  poor  harvest,  which  had  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  tonnage  of  grain 
carried  as  compared  with  the  previous  year 
by  112,446  tons. 

State  Contboi.  of  Bailwats. 
Daring  the  late  general  election  the  question 
of  the  control  of  the  railways  engaged  public 
attention  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other,  the  majority  of  the  electors  being  in 
favour  of  the  Oovemment  having  sole  control. 
A  large  section  favoured  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Board  to  provide  for  a  Minister  acting  with 
the  Commissioners,  whilst  a  few  favoured  the 
continuance  of  the  control  of  the  railways  by 
the  Railway  CommiEsioners.  The  demand  for 
a  change  in  the  railway  administration  being 
so  general,  the  Government  considered  it  ad- 
visable to  have  an  infusion  of  new  blood  on  the 
Board,  and,  on  the  engagement  of  Messrs.  Max- 
well and  Hannay  expiring,  Messrs.  Ronayne 
and  Scott  were  appointed  to  take  their  place. 
These  appointments  were  made  for  a  period 
of  nine  months  only,  leaving  Parliament  un- 
trammelled to  decide  as  to  the  future  manage- 
ment  of   the   railways.      In   the  reappoint- 
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ment  of  Mr.  McEerrow  as  Chief  Commis- 1 
BJoner  a,  break  in  the  continuity  of  the 
control  was  avoided.  In  not  reappointing 
Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Hannay  we  wish  it  to 
be  dearly  understood  that  no  reflection  was 
intended  in  regard  to  their  competency  as  rail- 
way experts.  The  refusal  to  reappoint  them 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  policy  which 
had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  did  not  meet  with  general 
approval,  and  a  change  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Commissioners  was  considered  advisable. 
The  law  under  which  they  were  appointed  con- 
templated that  at  the  end  of  the  engagement 
of  the  Commissioners  the  Government  of  the 
day  and  Parliament  should  be  able  to  review 
the-  position — the  non-political  control  of  the 
railway  system  being  purely  experimental. 
The  course  adopted  has  proved  beneficial,  for, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  estimates,  a 
substantial  reduction  in  the  cost  of  working 
has  been  made,  the  railways  are  being  worked 
efficiently,  the  general  public  is  satisfied,  a 
slight  change  in  policy  has  been  efiected,  and 
a  better  feeling  exists  on  the  part  of  the  rail- 
way employes.  The  passing  of  the  Govern- 
ment Railways  Bill  of  this  session  will,  however, 
restore  the  railways  to  popular  control,  and  the 
result  will,  I  feel  sure,  fully  justify  the  change. 
The  lesson  taught  in  the  past  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  and  those  who  have  worked  to  restore  to 
the  people  the  control  of  the  railways  should 
not  forget  what  led  to  the  Railways  Act  of  1887 
being  passed,  and  under  which  for  six  years 
the  Parliament  and  the  people  have  been 
subordinated  to  three  irresponsible  Commis- 
sioners. 

Firmness  in  resisting  unreasonable  demands 
for  reductions  in  the  tariff  will  bo  essential, 
and  fairness  and  tact  in  dealing  with  the  em- 
ployes imperative.  It  has  been  urged  that 
concessions  can  be  made  in  respect  to  pro- 
moting local  industries  and  ik  the  carriage  of 
lime  and  manures,  so  as  to  increase  the  natural 
products,  and  that  the  reduction  made  will  be 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased 
freights. 

It  has  been  further  urged  that  by  a  reduc- 
tion in  excursion  rates  and  passenger-fares  the 
increased  number  travelling  will  enlarge  the 
revenue,  and  that  without  entailing  any  ma- 
terial augmentation  in  the  working-expenses. 
Great  responsibility  will  devolve  upon  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  and  the  greatest  caution 
will  require  to  be  exercised,  for,  whilst  it  is 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  railways 
have  been  constructed  for  the  convenience  of 
the  travelling  public  and  the  promotion  of 
settlement,  yet  at  the  same  time  the  question 
of  revenue  must  not  bo  overlooked,  for  a  serious 
reduction  in  the  railway  revenue  would  mean 
additional  burdens  on  the  people  generally. 

In  justice  to  the  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  in  fairness  to  all  concerned,  the  Govern- 
ment will,  on  assuming  control  of  the  railways, 
have  a  thorough  examination  made  alike  of 
the  permanent-way,  the  rolling-stock,  and  the 
bridges. 

ilfr.  Seddon 


BaILWATS  CTNOEB  CONSTBUCnON. 

The  several  railway-works  that  have  been 
under  construction  during  the  late  financial 
year  are  as  follow  : — 

Kamo-Kawakawa. 

The  section  of  this  line  between  Kamo  and 
EUkurangi,  8  miles  in  length,  was  practically 
completed  within  the  year,  and  was  handed 
over  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  for  working 
on  the  2nd  July  last.  The  expenditure  on  the 
line  during  the  year  amounted  to  £8,929,  ex- 
clusive of  the  value  of  permanent-way  materials 
supplied  ;  while  liabilities  existed  at  the  close 
of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  £5,134  in  addition. 
For  the  current  year  it  is  proposed  to  ask  for 
a  vote  of  £12,000.  A  survey  has  been  made 
of  B,  portion  of  the  proposed  extension  of  this 
line  to  Whakapara  and  Hukerenui.  The  total 
length  of  the  proposed  extension  is  6  miles  35 
chains,  and  it  will  not  be  an  expensive  line  to 
construct.  It  will  open  up  a  large  extent  of  very 
good  land,  and  it  will  also  tap  the  far-famed 
Puhipuhi  kauri  forest.  Owing  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  valuable  kauri  bush  of  this  forest 
having  been  fired  some  time  ago,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  trees  should  be  felled 
and  utilised  without  further  delay,  or  they  will 
become  valueless.  The  sale  of  this  timber,  and 
the  enhanced  value  given  to  the  Grown  land 
through  which  the  line  will  pass,  will  more  than 
pay  for  its  construction,  and  the  Government 
therefore  proposes  to  ask  Parliament  to  autho- 
rise the  work.  The  vote  proposed  for  this  year 
will  provide  the  greater  portion  of  the  funds 
required  for  the  section  to  Whakapara. 

A  very  largely-signed  petition  has  been  pi«- 
sented  to  the  House  this  session  praying  for 
the  construction  of  the  entire  line  between 
Kawakawa  and  Hikurangi,  so  as  to  establish 
a  connection  between  the  Kawakawa  -  Opua 
and  the  Whangarei-Kikurangi  Railways.  The 
construction  of  this  connection  may  become 
necessary  in  the  future,  but  we  are  unable  to 
see  our  way  to  propose  to  do  more  this  session 
than  I  have  already  indicated. 

HeUnsville  Northwards. 

Practically  nothing  has  been  done  on  this 
line  since  my  last  Statement  was  delivered,  the 
total  expenditure  thereon  during  last  finan- 
cial year  having  amounted  to  £329  only.  The 
Makarau  Contract  is  the  only  work  in  progress, 
and  on  this  work  the  contractors  have  met  with 
unexpected  difficulties  in  piercing  a  tunnel. 
Operations  were  entirely  suspended  for  a  time, 
but  have  recently  been  resumed,  and,  with  the 
return  of  fine  weather,  the  contractors  will 
doubtless  be  able  to  overcome  their  difficulties 
and  complete  the  contract. 

The  liabilities  already  existing  on  account 
of  this  railway  amount  to  £8,995,  but,  as  the 
whole  amount  is  not  likely  to  come  in  for  pay- 
ment during  the  currtnt  year,  a  vote  of  £7,000 
is  asked  for.  This  also  indudea  a  small  amount 
to  provide  for  the  commencement  of  a  new 
section  of  the  line  of  about  three  miles  in 
length. 
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Orahamalown-Te  Aroha. 
The  formation  of  the  twelve  miles  of  this 
railway  between  the  Ohinemuri  River  and  Te 
Aroba  is  finished,  and  the  platelaying  and  bal- 
lasting are  now  in  progress,  all  the  rails  and 
sleepers  required  for  the  work  being  already  on 
the  ground.  The  plans  for  the  bridge  over  the 
Ohinemuri  River  have  been  completed,  and  the 
ironwork  ordered  from  England,  and  on  its  ar- 
rival in  the  colony  the  erection  of  the  bridge 
will  be  put  in  hand  under  a  co-operative  con- 
tract. The  formation  of  the  station-yard  at 
Paeroa  will  be  proceeded  with  directly  the 
Ohinemuri  Bridge  has  been  fairly  started. 
The  department  hopes  to  be  able  to  have  the 
whole  line  between  Te  Aroha  and  Paeroa  —  13 
miles  3  chains  in  length  —  ready  for  traffic 
shortly  after  the  end  of  the  current  financial 
year.  The  expenBitureon  this  railway  last  year 
amounted  to  £5,489,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
rails  and  sleepers,  and  a  vote  for  £13,000  is 
asked  for  this  year. 

Putaruru-Rotorua. 
The  section  of  this  railway  between  Putaruru 
and  Tarukenga — 23  miles  5  chains  in  length — 
was  opened  for  traffic  on  the  24th  November 
last,  thus  enabling  tourists  to  easily  reaoh 
Botonia  from  Auckland  in  one  day.  The 
formation  and  bridge- works  between  Tarukenga 
and  the  Rotorua  terminus,  a  distance  of  8^ 
miles,  have  also  been  completed,  and  contract^ 
let  for  the  platelaying  and  ballasting,  as  well 
as  for  the  necessary  station-buildings.  The 
works  on  both  contracts  are  actively  in  pro- 
gress, and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
line  will  be  ready  for  traffic  all  the  way  to 
Rotorua  by  the  Ist  December  next.  The  ex- 
penditure on  this  lino  during  last  financial 
year  was  £1S,.357,  while  liabilities  to  the 
amount  of  £5,448  existed  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  We  ask  for  a  vote  of  £17,000,  which 
will  complete  one  of  the  most  necessary  and 
useful  railways  in  the  colony. 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway. 

At  the  northern  end  of  this  railway  the 
Mokau  Section,  11  miles  9  chains  in  length, 
which  carries  the  line  up  to  the  Foro-o-taroo 
Tunnel,  has  been  under  construction  through- 
out the  year,  and  is  now  nearly  completed. 
For  the  current  year  we  ask  for  a  vote  of 
£25,000  for  this  end  of  the  line. 

This  amount  will  provide  for  the  completion 
of  the  formation-works  on  the  Mokau  Section, 
ftnd  for  commencing  the  platelaying  thereon. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  the  northern  end  of 
this  raUway  should  be  completed  to  the 
junction  with  the  Stratford-Ongaruhe  Road  at 
Kawokana,  so  that  when  this  road  is  finished 
there  may  be  a  direct  connection  by  road  and 
rail  between  Auckland  and  Taranaki. 

At  the  south  end  the  Mangaonoho  Station 
has  been  completed,  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  done  on  the  Makohine  Section,  the 
ordinary  earthworks  on  this  section  being  prac- 
tically finished,  and  the  culverts  are  now  being 
built  and  three  tunnels  excavated.  The  rails 
have  also  been  laid  as  far  as  the  site  of  the 


viaduct  over  the  Makohine  Ravine,  so  that  the 
materials  for  the  structure  can  be  transported 
to  the  site  without  difficulty.  The  plans  of  the 
viaduct  are  nearly  ready,  and  tenders  for  its 
construction  will  bo  invited  shortly. 

For  this  end  of  the  line  we  also  propose  an 
appropriation  of  £25,000  this  year.  This  will 
provide  for  proceeding  with  the  formation-works 
now  in  hand,  and  for  making  a  beginning  with 
the  Makohine  Viaduct. 

The  expenditure  on  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway  last  year,  including  the  cost  of 
surveys,  amounted  to  £39,220,  while  liabilities 
existed  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  the  amount 
of  £14,076.  The  total  vote  proposed  for  the  cur- 
rent year  is  £52,778,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
works  already  mentioned,  includes  an  amount 
of  £2,500  for  carrying  on  the  surveys. 

The  surveys  which  were  put  in  band  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  appointed  during  the  session  of  1892 
have  been  proceeded  with,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  the  result  has  not  justified  the  expenditure. 
The  Urenni  route,  projected  by  Mr.  Ralph 
Donkin,  has  been  partially  surveyed  by  that 
gentleman.  Mr.  Donkin,  with  a  party  of  from 
five  to  nine  men  to  assist  him,  was  engaged  on 
this  work  for  ten  months,  and  during  that 
period  he  only  succeeded  in  making  a  trial 
survey  of  eight  miles  of  the  line,  and  a  rough 
traverse  of  five  miles  more.  The  small  amount 
of  work  accomplished  in  the  time  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  the  difficulties  met  with,  and  the 
memorandum  on  the  subject  by  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief,  which  has  already  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  shows  that  the  line  surveyed  can- 
not be  regarded  as  superior  in  any  respect  to 
the  Waitara-Mimi  line,  previously  surveyed  by 
Sir.  James  Blackett,  and  it  is  also  longer  than 
that  line.  The  results  of  this  survey  being  so 
unsatisfactory,  instructions  were  issued  in  May 
last  for  further  work  thereon  to  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Holmes  has  made  two  exploratory 
surveys  with  the  view  of  effecting  improve- 
ments in  the  central  route,  but  these  surveys 
also  have  been  barren  of  beneficial  results. 
!klr.  Holmes's  carefully-prepared  and  detailed 
report  has  already  been  laid  before  Parliament, 
together  with  the  minute  of  the  Engineer-in- 
Chief  thereon,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  anything  further  on  the  subject  here.  Mr. 
Holmes  is  now  engaged  in  permanently  locat- 
ing the  line  along  the  central  route,  on  which 
he  finds  he  is  able  to  effect  a  number  of  minor 
improvements. 

Mr.  Leslie  H.  Reynolds  has  also  made  care- 
ful surveys  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  the 
very  steep  grades  at  present  existing  on  some 
parts  of  the  opened  line  between  Afarton  and 
Eltham,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  effecting 
the  necessary  improvements  in  that  portion  of 
the  line  in  the  event  of  the  main  line  to  Auck- 
land being  constructed  by  that  route.  Mr. 
Reynolds's  report  has  been  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  shows  that  some  rather  extensive 
deviations  from  the  existing  line  would  be 
necessary — one   of  them  being   11   miles  68 
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ohainn  in  length,  and  estimated  to  cost 
£128,150.  The  total  length  of  the  deviations 
required  between  Marton  and  Eltbam  would 
bo  about  27}  miles,  the  total  estimated  cost  of 
the  same  being  £271,180. 

Eketahuna-Woodville. 
The  early  completion  of  this  railvrajr  is  very 
desirable,  as  when  completed  it  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  best-paying  lines  in  the  colony. 
During  the  year  the  works  hare  made  con- 
siderable progress,  the  bulk  of  the  earthwork 
being  now  completed.  The  concrete  piers  of 
the  Makakahi  Bridge  have  also  been  built,  and 
the  iron  girders,  for  which  a  contract  was  let 
some  months  ago,  will  shortly  be  placed  in 
position.  A  contract  has  also  been  let  for  the 
large  bridge  over  the  Mangatainoko  River,  and 
the  platelaying  to  the  site  of  this  bridge  is 
about  to  bo  commenced.  The  expenditure  on 
the  line  during  last  year  amounted  to  £16,716, 
while  liabilities  existed  at  the  close  of  the  year 
to  the  amount  of  £7,887,  and  further  liabilities 
to  the  amount  of  £22,160  have  since  been  in- 
curred. We  ask  this  year  for  a  vote  of  £40,000, 
which  will  cover  the  large  liabilities  existing, 
and  provide  for  the  completion  of  nearly  all 
the  formation-works  on  the  line,  as  well  as  for 
the  platelaying  as  fat  as  the  Mangatainoko 
Bridge. 

Blenheim-Aieatere. 
The  small  amount  of  work  done  on  this  line 
was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
formation-works  on  the  Utawai  and  Doshwood 
Sections  into  a  state  of  repair,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  damage 
to  the  works  by  flood-waters,  &c.  The  amount 
expended  was  £1,224,  and  liabilities  existed  at 
the  close  of  the  year  to  the  further  amount  of 
£772.  We  ask  this  year  for  a  vote  of  £2,500  to 
cover  these  liabilities,  and  to  provide  for  neces- 
sary expenditure  in  connection  with  the  line. 

Westport-Ngakawau^Mokihinui. 
The  last  section  of  this  railway  was  com- 
pleted and  handed  over  to  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners in  August,  1893.  This  section  esta- 
blished through  -  communication  between  the 
Mokihinui  Cool  Company's  railway  and  West- 
port,  and  since  it  has  been  opened  has  had  the 
effect  of  considerably  increasing  the  output  of 
ooal  from  the  mines  in  the  Mokihinui  basin. 
The  increase  would  have  been  much  larger, 
however,  but  for  an  unfortunate  dispute  as  to 
the  rates  of  haulage  of  coal  over  the  company's 
line,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  temporarily 
dosing  the  mines  of  the  Westport  Cardiff  Coal 
Company.  As  a  moans  of  effectually  settling 
this  dispute,  and  of  preventing  any  others  of  a 
like  character  arising  in  the  future,  a  Bill  will 
be  introduced  empowering  the  Government, 
after  a  careful  valuation  has  been  made,  to 
purchase  the  company's  railway  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £18,000.  The  Bill  will  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  purchase-money  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Westport  Harbour  Board,  and  for 
endowing  that  Board  with  the  profits  on  the 
vrorking  of  the  line. 
Afr.  Seddon 


Ortymouth-Hokitika. 
The  whole  of  this  railway,  24  miles  37  chains 
in  length,  was  handed  over  to  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  opened  for  regular  public 
traffic,  on  the  20th  December,  1893.  .\  good 
deal  of  work  remained  to  be  done  to  the 
stations,  however,  and  this  has  since  been  in 
hand,  tmd  is  not  yet  quite  completed.  The 
expenditure  on  the  line  last  year  amounted  to 
£10,894,  while  liabilities  existed  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  the  amount  of  £8,619,  and  further 
liabilities  to  the  amount  of  £4,343  have  sinoe 
been  incurred.  The  vote  asked  for  this  year — 
£15,000 — will  cover  these  liabilities,  and  the 
few  remaining  works  required  to  complete  the 
railway.  The  returns  in  connection  with  the 
working  of  this  railway  effectually  disprove  the 
statement  made  that  when  completed  it  would 
not  pay  working-expenses. 

Otago  Central. 
The  works  on  this  railway  have  been  very 
vigorously  proceeded  with  throughout  the  year. 
Nearly  three  hundred  men  were  employed 
upon  the  line  at  one  time,  and  an  average  of 
about  two  hundred  have  been  at  work  for  the 
whole  year.  The  section  between  Middlemaroh 
and  the  Rock  and  Pillar  Station,  8  miles  in 
length,  was  opened  for  traffic  on  the  1st  May 
last,  and  the  section  between  Rook  and  Pillar 
and  Hyde,  8  miles  20  chains  in  length,  was 
also  handed  over  and  opened  on  the  24th  of 
the  same  month.  The  formation-works  on  the 
Hyde-Kyebum  Section  were  commenced  in 
June  last  year,  and  good,  progress  has  been 
made  therewith  for  a  distance  of  about  4^  . 
miles.  The  next  workable  section  of  this  rail- 
way will  be  the  portion  between  Hyde  and 
Ryan's  Crossing,  10  miles  80  chains  in  length, 
and  considerable  further  work  is  now  being  put 
in  hand,  including  the  construction  of  the 
tunnel,  and  tho  mMonry  culverts  and  abut- 
ments of  bridges,  with  the  view  of  completing 
the  line  to  that  point. 

The  expenditure  on  the  line  last  year,  ex- 
clusive of  the  value  of  the  permanent-way 
materials  supplied,  was  £33,061,  and  was  by  far 
tho  largest  expenditure  on  any  railway-works 
in  the  colony,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway.  If  the 
value  of  the  permanent-way  material  supplied 
is  added  the  total  expenditure  would  amount 
to  £46,872.  The  liabilities  existing  at  the  close 
of  the  year  amounted  to  £11,261,  while  further 
works,  entailing  a  liability  of  £15,134,  have 
since  been  authorised.  We  ask  for  a  vote  of 
£45,000  for  the  line  this  year.  This  will  cover 
all  the  liabilities,  and  will  provide  for  Che  work 
being  rapidly  pushed  on  with. 

As  a  great  deal  of  misconception  seems 
to  exist  in  some  quarters  on  the  subject 
of  the  amounts  specifically  borrowed  for  and 
allocated  to  this  railway,  I  have  thought  it 
desirable  to  have  the  following  statement 
prepared,  showing  the  amounts  specially  bor- 
rowed for  the  Otago  Central  Railway,  and 
tho  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  Slst 
March  last : — 
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Otaoo  Cshtbal  Baii<way. 

Alloeation$  out  of  Loant. 

UodeT  "The  Ndw  Zealand  Loan  Aet, 

1882,"— 

Constrnctlon,  permanent-way,  &e.,.. 

Under  "  The  New  Zealand  Ijoan  Act, 

Construction     £140,000    0   0 

Permanent-way, 
sleepers,  and  rolling- 
stock     60,000   0   0 


£       s.  d. 

300,000    0    0 


Under  "  The  New  Zealand  Loan  Act, 
1888,"— 

Constrnctlon    jess.OOO   0    0 

Permanent-way, 


aoo.ooo  0  0 


sleepers,  and  rolling- 
stock    


80,000   0    0 


Expenditure  in  excess  of  allooation  ... 


10S,000  0  0 

605,000  0  0 
38,273  0  0 


Total 


...  £037,273    0    0 


Expenditure. 

Total  expenditure  on  Otago  Central         £ 
Bailway  for    construction,    perma- 
nent-way,   and    sleepers    to    81st 
March,  1894  (as  per  Table  3,  Fubllo 
Works  Statement,  1894)  621,7 

Add    rolling-stock    provided,     and 
charged  to  separate  vote        1S,S04    0    0 


s.  d. 


0   0 


Total 


...  £637,273    0    0 


The  amounts  Bhown  in  this  table  as  alloca- 
tions for  permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  rolling- 
stock  were  not  specially  allocated  to  this  rail- 
way under  any  Act,  but  are  the  proportions 
o{  the  total  allocations  for  permanent -way, 
sleepers,  and  rolling-stock  in  the  different  Acts 
which  are  fairly  due  to  the  Otago  Central  Kail- 
way  on  a  mileage  basis.  These  figures  show 
that  not  only  have  the  total  funds  allocated  to 
this  railway  been  actually  expended  thereon, 
but  a  sum  of  £32,273,  taken  from  other  sources, 
has  been  expended  in  addition. 

Catlin's  River  Bailway. 
The  works  on  this  railway  were  at  a  stand- 
still when  the  lost  Public  Works  Statement 
was  made.  They  were,  however,  resumed  in 
November  last,  and  have  been  pushed  along 
steadily  since  that  date.  The  work  in  hand 
comprises  the  formation  of  the  line  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  which 
will  complete  the  railway  to  Owaka  (Vial's). 
The  expenditure  during  the  last  financial  year 
amounted  to  £1,333  only,  but  liabilities  existed 
at  the  close  of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  £900, 
and  further  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  £5,1,34 
have  been  incurred  since.  A  vote  of  £10,000 
is  asked  for  this  year,  which  will  provide  the 
bulk  of  the  funds  required  to  complete  the  line 
to  Owaka. 

Seaward  Bush  Bailway. 
The  formation  of  this  railway  has  been  com- 
pleted as  far  as  the  Mataura  Swamp,  the  rails 
laid,  and  the  ballasting  is  now  in  progress. 
The  line  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  opening  to 
the  Gorge  Road  in  December  next.  Bonngs 
have  been  made  to  test  the  foundations  for  the 
bridge  over  the  Mataura  River,  and  plans  of  the 
bridge  are  being  prepared,  and  tenders  for  its 
erection  will  be  invited  shortly.    The  expendi- 


ture on  this  line  last  year,  exclusive  of  the 
value  of  permanent-way  materials  supplied, 
was  £5,042,  while  liabilities  existed  (it  the  close 
of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  £2,735,  and  further 
liabilities  to  the  amount  of  £6,815  have  since 
been  incurred.  The  vote  proposed  for  the  cur- 
rent year  is  £15,000. 

Other  Projected  Railways. 

RiversdaU-Switier's.  —  A  petition  presented 
to  Parliament  this  session  by  the  member  for 
Wakatipu  prayed  for  the  completion  of  this 
railway.  About  two  miles  of  the  line  was  com- 
pleted several  years  ago,  and  the  formation- 
works  executed  on  a  further  length  of  six 
miles,  the  total  expenditure  on  the  work  having 
amounted  to  about  £7,500.  The  completion  of 
the  line  as  far  as  Muddy  Creek  would  not  be 
a  very  expensive  undertaking,  the  principal 
obstacle  in  the  way  being  the  bridge  over  the 
Mataura  Biver,  which  is  estimated  to  cost 
£7,500.  The  Government  is  not  able  to  pro- 
pose any  appropriation  for  this  line  this  year, 
but  during  the  re-<-!ss  the  question  of  resuming 
its  construction  v/ill  receive  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Waipahi-Ueriot  Extension.  —  Two  petitions 
have  been  presented  praying  for  the  extension 
of  this  railway  to  Roxburgh.  The  Government 
has  no  information  in  its  possession  as  to  the 
probable  cost  of  the  line,  as  no  survey  has  yet 
been  made.  A  survey  will  be  undertaken 
during  the  recess,  however,  so  that  full  in- 
formation may  be  available  by  the  next  meeting 
of  Parliament. 

Oore-KcUo. — The  desirableness  of  construct- 
ing this  railway  has  been  strongly  urged  upon 
the  Government  recently.  The  line  was  pro- 
jected several  years  ago,  and  partly  surveyed. 
It  would  be  about  twenty-four  miles  in  length, 
and  would  probably  cost  about  £85,000.  The 
country  which  it  would  traverse  is  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  would  doubtless  yield  a  con- 
siderable traffic,  80  that  the  line  would  pro- 
bably pay.  The  question  of  undertaking  the 
construction  of  this  railway  will  be  considered 
during  the  recess. 

Kiiigston-Frankton.  —  A  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  lost  session  urging  the 
construction  of  the  extension  of  the  Invercar- 
gill-Kingston  Railway  to  Frankton,  and  further 
representations  on  the  subject  have  since  been 
made  to  the  Government  by  the  local  authori- 
ties of  the  district.  This  extension  would,  how- 
ever, be  a  very  expensive  one  to  construct,  as 
for  many  miles  it  would  traverse  the  eastern 
shore  of  Lake  Wakatipu.  The  line  would, 
moreover,  have  to  compete  with  water-carriage 
on  the  lake;  and  the  country  between  Kingston 
and  Queenstowu,  being  very  mountainous, 
would  yield  little  or  no  traffic.  I  am  therefore 
unable  to  hold  out  any  hopes  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  able  to  take  the  construction  of 
this  work  in  hand  at  present. 

Summary. 
Tbe  total  appropriations  proposed  for  rail- 
way-works this  year,  including  additions  to 
open    lines,    surveys,    and    permanent  -  way,. 
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sleepers  and  rolling-stock,  amount  to  £813,028, 
as  against  £316,628  voted  last  year.  The 
amount  proposed  to  be  voted  this  year  is  the 
smallest  appropriation  asked  for  for  railway 
purposes  since  the  public-works  scheme  was 
initiated. 

Midland  Eailway. 

The  section  of  this  railway  between  Lake 
Brunner  and  Jackson's,  which  was  in  progress 
when  my  last  Public  Works  Statement  was 
delivered,  has  since  been  completed  and  opened 
for  traffic.  This  brings  this  company's  total 
length  of  completed  railway  up  to  75  miles  50 
chains. 

The  acceptance  by  the  company  of  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  during  the  present 
session  to  inquire  into  matters  affecting  this 
railway  will,  it  is  hoped,  lead  to  a  speedy  and 
vigorous  resumption  of  work  on  the  line.  The 
intervening  section  between  Jackson's  and 
Paterson's  Creek,  which  still  remains  to  be 
constructed,  is  57  miles  44  chains  long,  and 
the  company  hopes  to  be  able  to  complete  it 
within  four  years  from  the  data  of  signing  the 
new  contract.  The  completion  of  this  section 
will  establish  through  railway-communication 
between  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  Middle 
Island,  a  boon  long  looked  for,  which,  when 
realised,  will  to  some  extent  compensate  for  the 
way  in  which  settlement  has  been  retarded 
owing  to  the  locking-up  of  the  lands  on  the 
West  Coast  for  the  last  ten  years.  By  the  pro- 
posed new  contract  the  company  is  to  complete 
the  line  from  Belgrove  to  Norris's  Gully.  This 
'will  tap  the  Motueka  Valley,  and  shorten  some- 
what the  journey  to  Beefton.  The  abandon- 
ment, however,  of  the  construction  of  the 
Becfton-Belgrove  Section  for  a  time  is  a  mat- 
ter for  deep  regret,  and  that  this  should  be 
resented  by  the  people  of  Kelson  is  only  natural, 
seeing  that  for  ten  years  settlement  has  been 
retarded,  and  the  expectant  hopes  of  an  early 
connection  by  railway  with  Reef  ton  have  now 
i>een  somewhat  suddenly  shattered.  The  Go- 
vernment strongly  sympathizes  with  the  Nelson 
people  in  their  disappointment,  and,  but  for  the 
impossibility  of  arranging  with  the  company 
on  any  other  terms,  would  not  have  agreed  to 
the  abandonment  of  this  portion  of  the  com- 
pany's original  contract. 

BOADS. 

Moods  controlled  by  the  Minister  of  Lands. 

Under  the  head  of  "Main  Roads"  £28,089 
was  voted  last  year,  and  £22,235  spent,  with  lia- 
bilities at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £9,242.  For 
'"  Miscellaneous  roads  and  roads  to  open  up 
Crown  lands"  £148,287  was  authorised,  includ- 
ing £80,000  from  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Accounti  and  £88,042  spent,  while 
liabilities  amounting  to  £87,381  were  outstand- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  year.  For  grants-in-aid 
£ll,6C:j  was  voted  and  £8,951  spent,  with 
liabilities  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £3,889. 
Village  settlements :  Voted,  £3,880  ;  spent, 
£2,898;  liabilities,  £1,480.  And,  finally— 
Roods  to  give  access  to  Morton-Te  Awamuta 
Mr.  Seddon 


Railway:    Voted,    £40,800;    spent,    £35,155; 
liabilities,  £14,191. 

The  following  sammary  shows' the  road- works 
performed  during  the  year: — 

Dray-roads  constructed   . .     296  miles. 
Dray-ioads  improved        . .     223      , 
Dray-roads  maintained    . .  1,215      , 
Bridle-roads  constructed..     238      , 
Bridle-roads  improved      . .     155      , 
Bridle-roads  maintained  . .     405      . 
The  roads  from  Hunterville  to  Murimotu  and 
Tokaanu,  and  from  Pipiriki  (at  the  head  of  the 
steamer  navigation  of  the  VVanganui  River), 
vi&  Karioi,  to  Moawhanga,  have  been  formed 
throughout,  but  not  wholly  metalled. 

The  Stratford  -  Ongaruhe  Road  has  been 
formed  for  31}  miles  from  the  Stratford  end, 
and  for  about  16  miles  from  the  Ongaruhe  end : 
leaving  about  57  miles  to  complete  the  con- 
nection with  Auckland. 

The  main  road  from  the  Catlin's  River  to  the 
Waikawa  River,  through  the  Tautuku  Forest, 
has  advanced  so  far  that  only  a  bridge  over  the 
Tautuku  River  remains  to  complete  the  whole 
distance  of  thirty-four  miles.  The  large  area 
of  forest-land  which  will  no  doubt  be  settled 
upon,  and  the  produce  from  which  must  pass 
over  this  main  road,  will  fully  justify  its  con- 
struction. 

Of  roads  through  Crown  lands,  and  roads  to 
give  access  to  them  through  settled  districts, 
1,402  miles  were  constructed  and  maintained 
last  year.  These  roads  are  essential  to  advanc- 
ing settlement.  Without  them  the  Grown 
lands  would  be  almost  veJueless.  They  must 
be  continued  if  the  land  is  to  be  made  use  of. 

The  severobl  works  which  are  proposed  to  be 
undertaken  during  the  current  year  are  detailed 
in  the  estimates  which  accompany  this  State- 
ment. 

The  cost  of  constructing  and  maintaining 
main  roads  during  the  past  year  was  abont 
£10,000  more  than  in  the  previous  year ;  and 
for  the  current  year  the  expenditure  is  esti- 
mated at  a  still  higher  rate. 

It  must  be  evident  to  those  who  have  travelled 
over  the  principal  main  roods  and  bridges  of 
the  colony — which  are  wholly  or  partly  main- 
tained at  the  expanse  of  the  County  Councils — 
that  they  are  fast  falling  into  disrepair ;  and  as 
it  would  be  false  economy  to  permit  such  works, 
constructed  at  great  expense,  to  get  into  such 
a  state  as  to  require  further  large  expenditure 
to  restore  them,  it  is  proposed  in  some  cases  to 
entirely  take  over  control,  and  in  other  cases 
to  assist  the  counties.  It  is  abundantly  evi- 
dent that  many  of  the  local  authorities  are 
financially  unable  to  bear  the  burden  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  such  roads  as  carry  the 
through  traffic  of  the  colony,  especially  in  parts 
where  no  rates  can  be  collected. 

For  main  roads  the  large  sum  of  £40,000  is 
asked  for,  in  order  to  execute  the  works  detailed, 
and  which  works  the  local  authorities  are  un- 
able to  provide. 

The  provision  made  for  miscellaneous  reads 
amouncs  to  £20,000.  These  roads  are  mainly 
for  the  convenience  of  settlers  who  have  in 
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years  gone  by  acqaired  lands  from  the  Crown, 
but  who  are  not  yet  provided  with  reasonable 
means  of  access  to  their  properties.  A  few  of 
the  works  are  for  the  convenience  of  tourists, 
and  others  are  sach  as  should  reasonably  be 
provided  for. 

The  Bum  of  £20,605  is  required  for  roads  to 
(dve  access  to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Bailway.  The  principal  work  to  be  undertaken 
is  a  further  length  of  the  Stratford-Ongaruhe 
Boad,  to  connect  Auckland  with  Taranaki.  The 
other  sums  applied  for  are  to  metal  the  Pipi' 
riki-Karioi  Boad  ajid  a  portion  of  the  Hunter- 
viUe-Tokaanu  Boad,  and  to  open  further  tracks 
into  the  Grown  lands  adjacent  to  the  nalway- 
line. 

Out  of  the  Lands  Improvement  Account  it  is 
proposed  to  expend  £150,000  in  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  tracks  to  open  up  Grown 
lands.  This,  as  already  stated,  is  of  prime  im- 
portance to  the  further  settlement  of  the 
country. 

Under  the  heading  "Grants-in-aid"  there  are 
three  items  which  call  for  some  notice.  These 
are — (1)  Co-operative  works  for  unemployed, 
£5,000 ;  (2)  improved  farm  settlements,  £20,000; 
and  (8)  advances  to  co-operative  workmen,  £500. 
The  first  is  intended  to  meet  unforeseen  de- 
mands for  employment,  and  for  works  the  ne- 
cessity for  which  may  arise  during  the  year. 
The  second  is  to  provide  means  to  pay  for  the 
felling,  burning,  and  grassing  of  Crown  lands  in 
moderate  areas,  suitable  for  working-men  of 
small  means.  In  this  way  a  start  will  be  given 
to  the  farmer,  and  the  Oovemment  will  re- 
ceive interest,  in  the  way  of  rent,  on  the  im- 
proved value  of  the  land  let.  The  third  item  is 
to  enable  the  Government  to  make  small  ad- 
vances to  co-operative  workmen  employed  on 
the  construction  of  roads  through  Grown  lands, 
to  enable  them  to  bring  their  families  on  to 
the  works  and  out  of  the  cities,  where  they  are 
paying  rent.  The  advances  will  be  refundable 
out  of  the  men's  earnings.  It  is  proposed  to 
lease  to  men  who  desire  it  a  small  area  around 
each  dwelling. 

The  roads  which  it  is  proposed  to  construct 
out  of  the  Land-purchase  Account  will  pro- 
bably absorb  £40,000  during  the  current  year. 
This  amount  will  be  used  in  the  laying-out 
of  permanent  roads,  and  the  construction  of 
tracks  to  show  how  best  to  subdivide  and  settle 
newly-acquired  lands. 

It  is  proposed  to  obtain  under  the  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  the  full 
amount  of  £50,000  which  the  Act  authorises. 
The  land  upon  which  this  sum  will  be  expended 
has  been  placed  in  the  market,  or  disposed  of, 
loaded  with  sums  sufficient  to  pay  interest  and 
sinking  fund,  in  accordance  with  regulations 
made  under  the  Act. 

It  has  often  been  said  by  persons  in  whose 
district  no  railway  works  were  under  construc- 
tion that  the  Government  was  expending  too 
much  money  on  railways  and  too  little  on 
roads.  I  have  therefore  had  a  statement 
prepared  showing  the  amounts  voted  for  and 
expended  on  roads  and  railways  respectively 
during  the  last  five  years,  which  I  think  will 


show  that,  whatever  blame  may  attach  to 
former  Governments  in  this  respect,  no  sucb 
charge  can  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  present- 
Government : — 


Work. 


1890-91.  1891-92.  1898-93.  1803-94.  1894-S5. 


B&Uways  ... 
Boads 


Bail  ways 
Boads 


Amountt  voted. 

I      £      I      £      I       £      I      £      I      £ 

362,919  490,276  399,755  316,628  313,028. 
I  iai,112{  204,4641  281,1931  244,1691  316,060 

Amounit  expended. 
\  179,0121  154,4161  920,8911  176,2SSI      ... 


71,683   109,716  135,839   177,667 


,  This  table  shows  that,  while  the  amounts 
voted  for  railwajrs  have  generally  declined 
during  recent  years,  the  amounts  voted  for 
roads  have  steadily  increased.  The  same  also' 
applies  to  the  expenditure,  the  expenditure  on 
railways  having  oeen  greater  in  1890-91  than- 
in  1893-94,  whereas  the  roads  expenditure  in- 
the  former  year  was  less  than  half  the  amount, 
expended  in  the  latter. 

Roads  on  Ooldfields  (Mines  Department). 

The  expenditure  authorised  under  the  above 
heaA  last  year  amounted  to  £47,000.  The 
amount,  however,  included  some  items  that  do 
not  properly  come  under  the  head  of  "  Boads,"' 
and  which  this  year  are  provided  for  under 
"  Development  of  Goldfields."  It  was  not 
practicable  to  expend  the  whole  amount  voted 
within  the  year,  the  net  expenditure  to  the  31st 
March  last  having  amounted  to  £20,387  only  ;. 
bat  liabilities  existed  at  the  same  date  to  the 
further  amount  of  £20,081. 

The  opening-up  of  roads  and  tracks  upon  our 
goldiields,  especially  foe  prospecting  purposes, 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  as  an  avenue  whereby  the  mining 
industry  may  bo  advanced  and  the  hidden 
wealth  of  the  colony  developed.  We  therefore 
propose  a  vote  of  £45,455  for  works  of  this 
class  this  year. 

FcBUO  Buildings. 

The  total  appropriations  for  public  buildings 
and  domains  last  year  was  £148,375— namely, 
£92,485  under  the  Pqblio  Works  Fund,  and 
£50,890  under  the  Consolidated  Fund.  The 
actual  expenditure  within  the  year  amounted 
to  £92,0-21— namely,  £44,032  under  the  Publio 
Works  Fund,  and  £47,989  under  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund. 

Under  the  Consolidated  Fund  the  sum  of 
£30,999  was  expended  on  school-buildings,  the 
remainder  of  the  expenditure  under  that  fund 
being  almost  entirely  for  maintenance  and 
repairs. 

The  principal  works  carried  out  under  the 
Public  Works  Fund  were  —  the  new  lunatic 
asylum  at  Porirua,  and  more  or  less  extensive 
works  at  the  asylums  at  Auckland,  Sunnyside 
(Ghristchurch),  and  Seacliff  (Dunedin);  addi- 
tions to  the  post-office  at  Invercargill ;  new 
post-offices  at  Danevirke  and  Kaikonra;  new 
Customhouse  at  VVestport ;  new  Courthouse  at 
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Bangiora;  porchcbsa  of  stta  for  a  new  Coort- 
hoase  at  Pahiatna ;  and  new  polica-stationt  at 
Dargaville,  Westport,  Greymouth,  and  Naseby. 
An  amount  of  £15,000  was  also  provided  oat  of 
this  fond  for  Bchool-boildings,  to  sopplement 
4he  vote  under  the  CansoUdated  Fund. 

The  total  appropriations  proposed  for  public 
luildingB  this  year  amount  to  £158,925  — 
namely,  £50,500  under  the  Gonsoliclated  Fund 
and  £1.03,4i26  under  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
The  Consolidated  Fund  vote  provides  £31,000 
for  school-buildings,  and  the  usual  votes  for 
maintenance  and  repairs  of  public  buildings 
generally.  Under  the  Public  Works  Fund  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  new  laundry  and  other 
works  at  the  Sunnyside  Asylum ;  for  sundry 
'works  at  the  asylums  at  Auckland,  Seaolifi, 
and  elsewhere  ;  for  a  new  prison  at  Ounedin ; 
for  completing  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
and  for  sundry  works  at  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings  ;  and  new  Courtbonses,  police  - 
stations,  post-offices,  &c.,  at  numerous  places 
-throughout  the  colony.  A  vote  of  £15,000  is 
-also  proposed  for  school-buildings— the  same  aa 
last  year. 

MiscBixASsons  Charges  on  tee  Public 
WoKKs  Fund. 
Ijighthouses  and  Harbour-vorks. 
The  vote  for  the  various  works  under  the 
above  heading  last  year  amounted  to  £7,400, 
and  the  expenditure  brought  to  charge  within 
the  year  was  £6,588— namely,  £2,612  on  light- 
houses, and  £8,976  on  harbour  defences.     The 
lighthouse  expenditure  was  wholly  on  the  new 
light  on  Stephen  Island  (Cook  Strait),  which 
was  completed  within  the  year,  the  light  having 
been  regularly  exhibited  since  the  29th  January 
last. 

The  expenditure  on  harbour  defences  at  the 
.different  ports  was  as  follows : — 

£ 
Auckland      ..  ..  ..897 

Wellington  ..  ..  ..    2,251 

Lyttelton     ..  ..  ..647 

Dunedin       ..  ..  ..181 


Total 


. .  £3,976 


The  vote  proposed  for  the  current  year  is 
£13,500 — namely,  £8,^00  for  sundry  harbour- 
works  and  towards  the  erection  of  a  wharf  at 
Howiok,  and  £10,000  for  further  works  under 
the  head  of  "  Harbour  Defences." 

It  is  intended  during  the  current  year  to 
push  on  with  the  defences  of  the  four  principal 
ports.  The  first  in  importance  are  those  at 
Wellington,  and  next  those  at  Lyttelton,  and 
after  these  those  at  Auckland  and  Dunedin  re- 
spectively. The  works  will  be  carried  out  on 
the  suggestions  of  the  Military  Adviser  of  the 
Government,  and  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
-oommendations  of  the  recent  conference  on  the 
sabjeot  of  our  defences. 

Purehase  of  Native  Lands. 
The  operations  of  the  Native  Land  Purchase 
Department  since  the  passing  of  "  The  Native 
Land  Purchases  Act,  1892,"  have  been  earned 
Ur.  Seddon 


on  oat  of  funds  raised  under  the  provisions  of 
that  Act. 

Durinf  the  year  ended  the  81st  Maieh  last 
the  area  added  to  the  public  estate  throogh 
purchases  finally  completed  was  345,850  aciea, 
including  the  bulk  of  the  belter  portions  of 
the  Awarua  Block — in  all,  143,000  acres — and 
the  Ngaere  Swamp,  7,500  acres.  Settlement  is 
now  rapidly  proeeeding  on  these  lands. 

Full  details  as  to  completed  and  uneoao- 
pleted  negotiations  will  be  found  in  the  retam 
G.-3, 1894,  presented  to  Parliament  on  the  12th 
July  last.  Considerable  progress  since  the 
date  of  the  above  return  has  been  made  with 
the  purchase  of  the  balance  of  the  Awania 
Block  and  other  lands  in  various  parts  of  the 
North  Island,  especially  in  the  Waiapu  district 
and  the  King-country. 

The  further  provision  made  by  the  Lands 
Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Acquisition 
Act  this  session  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  must  result  in  a  commensurate  impetUB 
to  bond  fide  settlement  in  the  North  Island. 

Development  of  Qoldfields. 

A  vote  of  £5,000  was  taken  last  year  for 
waterworks  on  goldfields,  and  rather  more  than 
that  amount  was  spent,  the  actual  expenditure 
having  amounted  to  £5,272. 

Further  works  in  the  shape  of  water-races 
and  reservoirs  are  necessary  in  order  to  com- 
mand the  auriferous  drifts,  of  which  we  have 
such  large  areas  in  the  Middle  Island,  and 
which  can  only  be  profitably  worked  1^ 
hydraulic  sluicing  on  a  large  scale.  We  there- 
fore ask  this  year  for  a  vote  of  £10,000  for 
water-races. 

The  introduction  of  hydraulic  sluicing  in  the 
alluvial  mining  centres  has  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  make  provision  for  the  large  quantity 
of  tailings  and  dibris  which  must  find  their 
way  into  the  ordinary  watercourses,  sometimes 
raising  the  beds  of  these  streams  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  injure  the  occupiers  of  low-lying 
lands  adjacent  thereto.  It  would  be  suicidsS 
to  allow  the  stoppage  of  mining  operations  in 
such  places,  and  provision  is  therefore  made  in 
the  estimates  for  meeting  some  of  the  cases 
which  most  urgently  require  to  be  dealt  with. 

For  many  years  past  our  mining  population 
has  been  demanding  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  testing  auriferous  lodes  at  deeper 
levels  than  hitherto  worked  in  our  quartz- 
mining  centres.  Hopes  have  also  been  held 
out  by  various  Governments  that  some  assist- 
ance in  this  direction  would  be  granted.  The 
vote  proposed  for  prospecting  deep  levels,  for 
dealing  with  the  tailings  difficulty,  and  to 
provide  for  resumption  of  land  for  mining  pur- 
poses, is  £30,000. 

Telegraph  Exteniion. 

The  amount  voted  under  this  head  last  year 
was  £30,078,  but  the  expenditure  coming  to 
charge  within  the  year  amounted  to  £16,137 
only  (including  £4,559  on  the  telephone  ^- 
changes),  but  liabilities  existed  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  the  amount  of  £9,581. 

The  most  important  new  lines  of  telegraph 
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constructed  dating  the  yeai  weie  those  from 
Matakana  to  Ijeigh,  the  lino  to  Tokatoka, 
Otaki  to  Shannon,  extension  to  Feel  Forest, 
Owaka  to  Batanui,  Middlemarch  to  Hyde, 
Winton  to  Brown's  Siding  and  Hokonui,  the 
Island  Block  line,  and  Riversdale  to  Waikaia. 
The  vote  proposed  for  the  current  year  ia 
£31,000,  which,  in  addition  to  covering  the 
liabilities,  provides  for  a  new  cable  across  Cook 
Strait ;  for  additions  to  existing  telephone  ex- 
•changes;  the  construction  of  telepnone-Unes 
from  Boss  to  Hende's  ferry,  Gulverden  to 
Hanmet  Plain,  and  others ;  and  for  improve- 
ments and  additions  to  existing  telegraph-lines. 

CoHCLnsiOH. 

The  total  appropriations  proposed  in  the  esti- 
mates accompanying  this  Statement  amount 
to  £940,163,  as  compared  with  £710,460  voted 
last  year.  If  the  proposed  expenditure  is  not 
distributed  over  the  whole  colony  in  exactly 
'even  proportion,  honourable  members  will  per- 
ceive that  the  reason  for  this  is  the  great  and 
pressing  need  of  those  localities  whore  settle- 
ment is  proceeding  most  rapidly.  The  utmost 
«Sorts  have  been  made  to  deal  fairly  with  every 
district,  aod  each  district's  special  needs  and 
-claims  have  received  most  careful  considera- 
tion. 

SITTING  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Ur.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  House,  at  its 
rising,  adjourn  till  half-past  eleven  to-morrow. 

The  House  divided. 
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Morrison 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Xjfuriiach 

Parata 

Noes,  29. 

O'Began. 

Bniok 

Heke 

McNab 

'Gamorofls 

Hogg 

Pirani 

■Crowther 

Hutchison,  O. 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Duncan 

HatobisoD,  W. 

Russell,  W.  B 

Dntbie 

Joyce 

Tanner 

Eamshaw 

Kelly,  W. 

Thompson 

Mackintosh 

Wilson. 

Fraier 

Maslin 

TeUert. 

Oreen 

McQowan 

AUen 

Hall-Jones 

McGnire 
Paibs. 

Bndiftiuuk. 

For 

Against. 

Cadman 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Carroll. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  2 

» 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
-Coanoil,  stating  that  it  had  passed  the  Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  with  amend- 


ments, and  requesting  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  it  my  duty  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  amend- 
ments made  in  this  Bill,  because  they  appear, 
to  my  mind,  to  be  an  infringement  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House.  The  amendments  are : 
In  clause  25  the  amendment  takes  away  the 
power  of  the  State  to  advance  money  on  urban 
or  suburban  land,  which  is  further  affected 
by  the  amendment  in  section  43.  Clause  25 
enlarges  the  field  for  advances  by  including  the 
Westland  and  Nelson  reserves  land,  and  the 
thermal-springs  land.  Part  III.,  relating  to 
the  raising  of  money  by  means  of  land-bonds, 
has  been  wholly  struck  out,  and  consequential 
amendments  are  made  throughout  the  Bill. 
Clause  42  reduces  the  amount  that  may  be 
advanced  from  £5,000  to  £1,000.  Clause  48, 
as  amended,  only  allows  advances  to  be  made 
up  to  one-half  of  the  value  of  the  security, 
instead  of  two-thirds  as  permitted  by  this 
House.  Now,  in  drawing  attention  to  these 
amendments,  which  I  believe  to  be  an  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  X 
wish  to  state  that  I  am,  in  doing  so,  starting 
no  new  principle, — that  I  am  merely  following 
the  example  set  by  previous  Houses,  by  pre- 
vious Speakers.  As  formerly,  so  now  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  limit  the  special  privileges  of  this  House, 
as  regards  its  financial  measures,  to  Bills  of 
supply  and  Bills  of  taxation.  In  the  Pay- 
ments to  Provinces  Bill  of  1871  the  Legislative 
Council  struck  out  a  clause — No.  28 — which 
amendment  this  House  regarded  as  an  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and 
it  appointed  a  Committee  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers—Messrs.  Fox,  Stafford,  andVogel  of  those 
days — and  that  Committee  took  care  not  to 
limit  its  objections  to  the  matter  of  Bills  of 
supply  and  Bills  of  taxation,  but  it  laid  its 
reason  for  objecting  on  these  broad  grounds: 
'*That  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  Legislative 
Council  to  vary  or  alter  the  management  or 
distribution  of  any  money  as  provided  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  " ;  and  the  point  was 
conceded  conditionally  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  these  words : — 

"  The  Council  recognises,  however,  that  the 
Bill  is  a  portion  of  the  general  financial  policy 
of  the  Government,  EUid  that  its  rejection  at 
this  stage  might  be  attended  with  great  public 
inconvenience.  While,  therefore,  still  main- 
taining its  constitutional  right  to  make  the 
amendments  in  question,  it  consents  to  abstain 
from  exercising  this  right  on  the  House  of 
Representatives  engaging — first,  to  amend  the 
Bill  so  as  to  restrict  its  operation  to  the  present 
financial  year ;  secondly,  to  refer  the  point  in 
dispute  bistween  the  two  Houses  to  the  Law 
OfBcers  of  the  Crown  in  England,  upon  a  case 
to  be  prepared  by  Managers  appointed  by  each 
House." 

The  case  was  prepared,  and  submitted  to  the 
Crown  Law  Offlceis.  The  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  at  the  time  were  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Coleridge  and  Sir  George  Jessel,  and  this  was 
their  decision  :— 
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"  We  are  of  opinion  that,  independently  of 
'  The  Parliamentary  Privileges  Act,  186S,' the 
Ijegislative  Council  was  notconstitutionally  jus- 
tified in  amending  the  Payment  to  Provinces 
Bill,  1871,  by  striking  out  the  disputed  clause 
28.  We  think  the  Bill  was  a  money  Bill,  and 
snch  a  Bill  as  the  House  of  Commons  in 
this  country  would  not  have  allowed  to  be 
amended  by  the  House  of  Lords;  and  that 
the  limitation  proposed  to  be  placed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  on  Bills  of  aid  or  supply 
is  too  narrow,  and  would  not  be  recognised  by 
the  House  of  Commons  in  England.  .  .  . 
We  think  that  the  claims  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  contained  in  their  message  to 
the  Legislative  Council  are  well  founded, — 
subject,  of  coarse,  to  the  limitation  that  the 
Legislative  Council  have  a  perfect  right  to 
reject  any  Bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives having  for  its  object  to  Vtiry  the 
management  or  appropriation  of  money  pre- 
scribed by  an  Act  of  the  previous  session." 

On  which  opmion  the  well-known  writer,  the 
late  Mr.  Todd,  comments  thus  : — 

"This  opinion  is  a  direct  and  unimpeach- 
able settlement  of  the  point  at  issue.  The 
relative  rights  of  both  Houses  in  matters  of 
aid  and  supply  must  be  determined  in  every 
British  colony  by  the  ascertained  rules  of 
British  constitutional  practice.  The  local  Act 
upon  the  subject  must  be  construed  in  con- 
formity with  that  practice  wherever  the  Im- 
perial policy  is  the  accepted  guide.  A  claim  on 
the  part  of  a  colonial  Upper  Chamber  to  the 
possession  of  equal  rights  with  the  Assembly  to 
amend  a  money  Bill  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  ancient  and  undeniable  control  which  is 
exercised  by  the  Imperial  House  of  Commons 
over  all  financial  measures." 

Having  stated  so  far,  I  think  it  will  bo  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  now  make  such  a 
proposition  as  they  think  most  advisable  under 
the  circumstances.  I  can  only  say,  for  myself, 
that  I  have  not  recklessly  taken  up  the  position 
which  I  have  done,  but  that  I  am  following  the 
example  set  me  by  my  predecessors  ;  and  that 
my  only  desire  is,  in  the  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  House,  to  do  what  will  best  secure 
harmony  between  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  harmony  can  only  be  main- 
tained by  each  body  acting  within  its  own 
constitutionally-defined  privileges. 

Mr.  WARD. — In  rising  to  move,  That  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  be  disagreed 
with,  I  will  ask  the  House  to  appoint  as 
Managers  for  drawing  up  reasons  for  disagree- 
ment the  Premier,  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki,  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Bell),  and  the  mover.  I  think, 
after  the  authorities  you.  Sir,  have  quoted 
and  the  statement  you  have  made  in  the  House, 
that  honourable  members  will  agree  with  me  in 
the  opinion  that  a  distinct  interference  with 
the  privileges  of  this  House  has  been  caused 
by  the  alterations  which  have  been  made  in 
another  place  in  this  important  Bill;  and  I 
trust  that  still  there  may  be  a  chance  of  the 
good  which  the  country  is  likely  to  derive  from 
Mr.  Speaker 


the  passing  of  this  Bill  being  effected  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  Conference  of  the  Managers  which  I 
now  desire  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  it  is  as  well  that  I 
should  explain  to  the  House  that  the  same 
members  have  been  moved  as  Managers  on  this 
Bill  as  were  appointed  Managers  in  respect  o£ 
the  Consols  Bill.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  believe  it  is  acquiesced  in  by  th« 
representatives  of  the  Council,  that  the  whole 
of  these  Bills  which  have,  and  I  think  have 
properly,  been  ruled  to  be  money  Bills  should 
be  taken  together ;  and,  if  the  Council  does  not 
agree  to  the  reasons  that  we  send  up,  and 
adheres  to  its  amendments,  a  further  Con- 
ference will  be  held,  and  if  we  had  two  or  three 
sets  of  lilanagors  that  might  lead  to  confusion. 
Therefore  I  desire  to  make  this  explanation  to 
the  House.  Otherwise  the  House  might  think 
the  Government  were  slighting  members  who 
are  quite  capable,  I  know,  of  conducting  bosi- 
ness  on  behalf  of  the  House  at  such  a  Con- 
ference, or  of  drawing  up  reasons  why  we 
should  disaf^ree  with  the  Council's  amend- 
ments. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Will  it  be  the  duty  ol 
the  gentlemen  appointed  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  there  is  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  or  do  you,  Sir,  rule 
absolutely  beyond  dispute  that  a  breach  has 
been  committed  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No  doubt  the  first  reason 
that  will  be  submitted  presently  will  be  that 
there  has  been  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House.  The  House  will  be  asked  to  concur  in 
that  before  it  goes  to  the  Legislative  Council 
at  all. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — As  you  quoted  authori- 
ties. Sir,  it  seemed  to  me  they  were  not  quite 
aniJogous  to  the  case  before  us,  inasmuch  as 
in  the  Payments  to  Provinces  Bill  there  was  a 
distinct  appropriation  of  money  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  I  presume  for  a  definite  pur- 
pose ;  whereas  this  is  a  question  of  policy  for 
the  expenditure  of  money  hereafter  to  be  raised, 
but  not  involving  an  expenditure  of  money  at 
the  present  time.  It  does  not  affect  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  at  all.  I  am  not  prepared  to- 
argue  the  point,  having  only  just  heard  the 
authorities  read  at  this  moment,  but  that  is 
the  impression  made  on  my  mind  as  you  read 
them — that  the  cases  are  not  anaJogous,  inas- 
much as  the  one  Is  a  charge  upon  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  and  the  other  a  question  of  policy 
for  the  country  to  consider — the  expenditure  to 
be  made  hercEifter  out  of  money  not  yet  raised. 
The  policy  of  raising  that  money  is  one  that 
might  fairly  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  only  vrant  to 
say  a  word  or  two,  in  case  my  silence  might  be 
misconstrued.  I  have  not  yet  heard  what 
amendments  the  Council  has  made  in  the  Bill, 
nor  had  I  the  pleasure  of  hearing  all  your  re- 
marks ;  I  therefore  do  not  wish  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  until  I  have  seen  the 
amendments  and  perhaps  had  the  opportunity- 
of  hearing  your  ruling. 
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Ifr.  WARD. — Perhaps  it  is  rather  interest- 
ing to  the  HouBO  to  hear  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  now  say  the  proposals  ot  the  Bill 
do  not  affect  the  Consolidated  Fund.  Daring 
the  course  of  the  Bill  through  the  House  very 
opposite  reasons  to  that  were  put  forth  as  a 

i'ustifioation  for  the  opposition  to  the  Bill.  The 
konooiable  gentleman  now  announces  that  this 
is  a  policy  Bill,  and  that  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  a  policy  Bill  the  Upper  House  is  justified 
in  the  amendments  it  has  made,  and  that  he 
deems  it  is  not  an  interference  with  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House.  I  can  only  say  that  the 
view  put  forward  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  that,  in  an  important  policy  Bill  which 
the  Government  advocated  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Particularly  at  Win- 
ton. 

Mr.  WABD.— Yes;  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  Winton  is  an 
important  portion  of  the  land.  We  now  find 
quite  different  reasons  adduced^  by  my  honour- 
able friend  for  maintaining  the  important  al- 
terations another  place  has  thought  proper  to 
make  in  the  Bill.  I  can  only  say  it  is  very 
interesting  to  honourable  members.  J  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  this  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  honourable  member,  because  one  of  the  first 
functions  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  —  I 
think  the  honourable  member  will  not  dis- 
agree with  me  in  saying  so — is  that,  where  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  maintains  that  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House  have  been  interfered  with,  he 
should — and  precedents,  I  think,  are  established 
for  it — uphold  the  Speijcer  in  maintaining  the 
dignity  and  privileges  of  the  House.  I  can  only 
express  regret  at  the  position  he  has  thought 
it  within  his  province  to  take  up,  to  attempt 
to  uphold  another  place  as  against  the  main- 
tenance of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  the 
ruling  of  the  Speaker  upon  such  an  important 
matter  as  this. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  entirely  misrepresented  what  I  said, 
Six. 

Amendments  disagreed  with,  and  Managers 
amointed. 

On  the  question  of  the  amendment  mode 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Harbours 
Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,— The  amendment  made 
in  the  Harbours  Act  Amendment  Bill  is  by 
striking  out  the  clause  as  passed  enabling  rates 
to  be  levied.  It  was  held,  a  few  years  ago,  and 
the  point  wag  conceded  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  that  any  interference  with  rating 
powers  this  House  gives  is  an  infringement  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  The  Bill  itself  is 
not  a  money  Bill,  and  it  would  be  competent, 
if  the  House  thought  proper,  to  waive  its  pri- 
vilege with  regard  to  the  amendment  made; 
bat  I  think,  probably,  it  would  be  best  to  allow 
this  Bill  to  go  to  the  Managers  that  have  just 
been  appointed,  for  them  to  report  upon. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  this  amend- 
ment be  also  disagreed  with,  and  referred  to  the 
same  Managers. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

TOIi.  ixxxw~4a. 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
ware  referred  to  the  same  Managers,  and  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  was 
added  to  the  Managers. 

MINISTEBIAL  RESIDENCES  SALE 
BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  say  anything  in  respect  to  the  measure, 
but  it  was  generally  conceded  that  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  Ministerial  residences  should 
be  sold.  The  mode  of  sale  was  by  public 
auction,  and,  pending  the  sale,  power  was  given 
to  lease  the  residences.  These  residences  were 
a  source  of  continuous  expense  to  the  colony  in 
the  way  of  caretaking,  gardeners,  and  so  on, 
and  if  disposed  of  there  would  be  a  saving. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Premier  had 
really  given  no  reason  why  the  'Ministerial 
residences  should  be  sold.  He  only  said  they 
required  a  gardener  to  be  kept  to  keep  the  lawn 
mown ;  but  there  were  other  points  which  he 
thought  were  worthy  of  consideration.  Surely 
every  person  must  admit  it  was  desirable  that 
Ministers  should  have  some  official  residence. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  honourable  mem- 
bers might  say  "No,"  but  he  considered  that 
they  should  have  official  residences.  He 
thought  it  was  essential  that  a  man  who  was  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  should  have  some  place 
which  might  fairly  be  called  a  house  of  his 

.Q  Q  own.  His  own  feeling  was  that  in  his 
'  official  capacity  a  man  who  sacrificed 
his  private  business  to  come  up  to  Wellington 
to  take  part  in  the  Government  of  the  country 
was  fairly  entitled  to  have  provided  for  him 
some  place  of  residence  where  he  could  live  in 
the  comfort  in  which  he  was  accustomed  to 
live  before.  He  was  far  from  thinking  that  a 
man  by  living  in  a  grand  house  could  add  to  the 
dignity  of  his  name  or  to  the  lustre  of  his  occu- 
pation, but  it  was  only  consonant  with  the 
dignity  of  a  Minister  that  he  should  have  some 
private  place  of  abode,  and  he  did  not  see 
now  any  one  could  disagree  with  that.  It  was 
impossible,  when  a  Minister  come  to  Welling- 
ton, for  him  to  find  a  suitable  house,  if  he  had 
a  good -sized  family,  because,  although  there 
were  many  houses  in  Wellington  that  would 
be  suitable  for  any  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
still  these  houses  were  occupied  by  the  owners ; 
and  the  class  of  house  which  it  was  necessary 
a  Minister  should  have,  if  he  had  an  average- 
sized  family,  was  not  obtainable,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  Ministers  were  obliged  to 
submit  themselves  to  the  great  discomfort  of 
living  in  hotels.  He  did  not  think  it  was  con- 
venient or  proper  that  a  Minister  should  be,  for 
a  period  of  three  years,  during  which  he  was 
likely  to  hold  office,  put  to  the  inconvenience 
of  living  in  a  hotel,  nor  did  he  think  it  was 
desirable  from  any  point  of  view  that  a  Minis- 
ter should  be  permanently  resident  in  a  hotel. 
As  he  had  just  said,  he  did  not  think  a  man  by 
living  in  a  fine  house  could  add  to  his  dignity 
or  usefulness  :  on  the  other  hand,  he  might  add 
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that  lie  did  not  think  that  by  living  in  a  hotel 
a  man  would  detract  from  the  dignity  of  his 
position.  But  it  seemed  to  him  that,  with  the 
business  a  Minister  was  obliged  to  perform, 
he  would  not  have  the  necessary  privacy  in  a 
hotel.  He  was  receiving  people,  and  perform- 
ing private  and  semi-official  business,  at  all 
times  of  the  day  when  he  was  not  in  his  office, 
because  they  knew,  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  that  as 
a  Minister  he  was  subject  to  the  incursions  of 
all  and  sundry.  He  should  therefore  have  some 
proper  place  where  he  could  receive  people. 
Then,  coming  to  the  question  of  expense,  he 
did  not  think  the  question  of  expense  should 
be  taken  very  much  into  consideration  in  this 
case,  inasmuch  as  Ministers  had  a  right  to,  and 
were  paid,  such  allowances  as  would  enable 
them  to  get  a  house  instead  of  having  one 
provided  for  them  to  live  in,  and  he  thought 
the  saving  of  expense  would  be  very  small 
indeed.  Ministers  received,  he  believed,  £200 
a  year  lodging- allowance,  and  iE  they  capi- 
talised the  sum  of  £200  a  year  it  would  be 
evident  that  a  house  could  bo  provided  for  the 
Minister  without  inflicting  any  greater  charge 
on  the  country  than  was  charged  in  the  £200  a 
year  which  was  provided  for  in  the  lodging- 
allowance.  He  thought  the  comfort  in  residing 
in  a  private  bouse  must  be  infinitely  greater 
than  in  living  in  a  boardinghouse  or  in  a  hotel, 
and  he  tliough  t  no  good  reason  had  been  shown 
why  these  Ministerial  residences  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  There  had  been  a  statement  made 
about  the  garden  being  an  expense  too  great 
for  the  colony  to  bear,  but  that  in  itself  seemed 
to  him  a  paltry  reason  to  put  forward.  The 
question  resolved  itself  into  this,  then:  Did 
uie  colony  desire  that  the  men  who  were 
placed  in  the  foremost  position  in  the  colony 
should  live  in  publichouses?  That  was  what 
it  came  to.  He  could  not  believe,  himself,  that 
it  was  consonant  with  the  dignity  of  a  Minister 
that  he  should  have  no  place  of  abode  other 
than  tlie  small  hotels  which  they  had  in  Kew 
Zealand,  where  there  could  not  be  the  proper 
amount  of  privacy  or  comfort.  He  was  afraid 
the  House  would  agree  to  the  selling  of  these 
residences,  and  they  would  possibly  have  some 
vague  intimation  about  not  wishing  magnifi- 
cent establishments  for  the  giving  of  dances, 
and  so  forth.  He  did  not  think  a  Minister 
need  have  a  house  of  that  description,  but  he 
asserted  it  was  essential  that  each  Minister 
should  be  provided  with  such  accommodation 
as  would  enable  him  to  come  and  live  in  Wel- 
lington during  the  time  he  wm  in  office  with- 
out the  sacrifice  of  his  comfort.  He  would,  at 
any  rate,  divide  the  House  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  did  not  believe  in  the  Govern- 
ment selling  this  land,  and  if  the  present  Minis- 
ters did  not  wish  to  live  in  these  houses  they 
could  allow  them  to  be  leased  for  a  term  of 
years.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Government 
ought  to  part  with  this  property.  The  property 
might  have  to  be  rebought,  or  otfaer  lands 
bought,  and  it  was  always  undesirable  for  a 
Government  to  part  with  lands  in  a  growing 
oi^.  The  Govenmiont  had  already  far  too 
Captain  BtwwU 


little  land  in  the  City  of  Wellington,  and  per- 
haps in  other  cities.  That  was  seen  a  abort 
time  ago,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  ar- 
range to  get  a  part  of  the  reclaimed  land.  And, 
as  there  were  now  only  three  residences  left, 
and  they  did  not  know  what  requirements  thay 
might  have  in  the  future,  he  did  no,t  think  it 
wise  for  the  Government  to  dispose  of  the  re- 
sidences. He  did  not  say  that  a  Minister 
should  be  forced  to  live  in  one  of  these  resi- 
dences if  he  did  not  wish  to  do  so :  that  was 
altogether  a  different  question.  He  cordially 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken,  that  it  was  undesirable  that  a 
Minister  should  live  in  a  publichouse.  It  was 
only  in  recent  years  that  this  had  been  done, 
and  he  thought  it  was  to  be  regretted.  How- 
ever, if  the  House  wished  to  dispose  of  the  pro- 
perty, then  he  had  given  notice  of  an  amend- 
ment on  the  Supplementary  Order  Paper  that 
the  Tiuakori  Road  residence  should  be  handed 
over  for  the  new  university,  as  it  seemed  to 
him  that  that  would  be  one  of  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  a  site  for  a  university  when  a  grant 
was  asked  for  from  the  House  to  support  higher 
education  in  Wellington.  Of  course,  the  Honsa 
had  got  to  face  that  question  in  the  futaie, 
because  it  was  hardly  right  that  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  New  Zealand  should  be  without  univer- 
sity education,  whilst  university  education  was 
provided  in  Auckland,  Canterbury,  and  Otago. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  residences 
should  be  retained  by  the  Crown ;  but,  if  the 
House  did  not  assent  to  that,  he  hoped  the 
suggestion  he  had  made  would  be  agreed  to. 
He  did  not  wish  to  take  up  any  more  time  on 
the  question,  but  he  did  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider well  the  effect  and  nature  of  this  Bill; 
s^d  he  also  asked  those  who  thought  that  the 
State  should  not  part  with  the  freehold  of  this 
land  not  to  consent  to  the  State  selling  this 
small  area  of  land  in  the  City  of  Wellington, 
and  not  to  agree  to  this  Bill  being  passed. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  there  was  one  point  he 
would  like  to  urge  upon  the  Premier.  If  the 
House  had  resolved  upon  parting  with  these 
residences,  be  would  remind  the  Premier  that 
when  a  deputation  waited  upon  the  late  SUz 
Harry  Atkinson  to  ask  that  the  Tinakori  Road 
residence  should  be  set  apart  for  a  university  he 
replied  promising  that  their  request  should  re- 
ceive favourable  consideration.  Of  course,  the 
Premier  might  say  that  he  was  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  keep  the  promise  of  his  predecessor ; 
but  he  thought  the  fact  ho  had  stated  should 
be  some  indication  to  the  Government  that 
Wellington  had  a  claim  to  this  land  for  a  uni- 
versity site.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
accept  the  amendment  of  his  honourable  col- 
league (Sir  B.  Stout).  They  knew  that  the  area 
of  land  still  available  in  the  City  of  Wellington 
was  very  limited,  and  that  the  demand  and 
price  for  suitable  sites  must  advance  very  con- 
siderably. There  were  now  but  very  few 
acres  still  available  in  the  city  for  residence 
purposes,  and  in  the  market,  and  if  at  some 
future  time  the  colony  required  to  purohase 
residences  it  would  certainly  have  to  pay  very 
bigh  prices  for  them.    He  thought  it  wooid  be 
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«  great  mistake  to  part  with  these  residences  ; 
honourable  members  must  recognise  that,  with 
the  swing  of  the  pendulum,  others  might  sac- 
eeed  the  Ministers  now  in  office  who  might  re- 
quire those  residences. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  no  good 
reasons  advanced  to  show  why  this  BUI  should 
not  be  read  a  second  time.  The  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  as  to  the 
necessity  of  Ministers  having  official  residences 
might  apply  to  the  past  with  some  force,  but 
under  the  new  order  of  thingg  these  residences 
would  not  be  required.  Ever  since  ho  had  been 
in  the  House  these  Ministerial  residences  bad 
been  an  expense  to  the  country,  and  had  also 
'  been  the  subject  of  dispute  in  the  House. 
There  had  been  returns  asked  for  showing  the 
number  of  glasses  in  the  house.  They  had 
heard  about  a  ^Minister's  wife  ordering  new 
ourtains,  and  getting  a  new  carpet  when  the 
old  one  was  not  worn  out;  and  then,  when 
inventories  were  being  taken,  a  Minister  had 
to  show  that  a  saucepan,  perhaps,  at  the 
back  of  the  house  was  unfit  for  use.  He 
said,  when  it  came  to  that,  it  was  altogether 
undesirable.  Then,  there  were  the  four  gar- 
4eners,  which  meant  on  expense  of  about  £100 
a  year  each. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— There  are  not  four 
gardeners  for  the  four  residences. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  six  gardeners 
altogether.  Two  were  employed  constantly  at 
Government  House.  In  addition  to  that,  there 
were  constant  repairs  needed  to  the  buildings, 
And  if  honourable  members  looked  at  the  esti- 
mate they  would  find  that  a  considerable  sum 
was  annually  required  for  repairs.  These  sums, 
added  to  the  gardeners'  wages,  would  be  saved 
under  the  proposed  arrangement.  There  was 
anothci-  matter  which  had  not  been  referred 
to — namely,  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  resi- 
dences. He  questioned  very  much  whether 
any  of  the  Ministers  would  care  to  go  into 
the  Tinakori  Road  house.  It  was  a  huge  pile 
of  buildings,  and  was  a  most  expensive  resi- 
dence ;  and  yet  it  was  not  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence. It  was  not  a  well-selected  spot  for  a 
Ministerial  residence  in  Wellington.  Ho  did 
not  want. to  decry  its  value,  but  he  would  say 
that  the  building  was  not  at  all  in  a  good  posi- 
tion. It  might  happen  that  Ministers  who 
were,  men  of  means  might  bo  able  to  keep  up 
such  a  house  as  that,  but,  as  for  comfort,  it 
-was  one  of  the  most  uncomfortable  places 
that  ever  a  man  went  into.  It  had  a  great 
barn  of  a  drawing-room,' and,  for  a  man  with 
a  faoiily,  who  wanted  some  nice,  comfortable 
rooms,  there  were  none  in  that  house.  Then, 
as  to  the  r.osidence  in  Molcswortb  Street,  that 
was  not  a  proper  place  for  a  residence  at 
all.  It  was  rigbt  in  the  heart  of  a  business 
street :  that  street  would,  one  day,  be  a  whole 
line  of  shops.  There  was  very  little  land  there, 
the  land  at  the  back  having  been  leased  for 
gardening  purposes.  The  building  was  very 
old,  and  required  a  lot  of  repairs.  Not  only 
that,  Jbnt  the  refurnishing  and  the  reoarpct- 
ing  wpuld  take  a  lot  of  money.    It  was  very 


convenient  to  the  House  and  the  Government 
Buildings :  that  was  the  only  advantage  it  bad. 
But  for  a  Ministerial  or  private  residence,  or  a 
residence  for  any  one  in  an  official  position,  it 
was  not  at  all  well  suited.  Then  they  came 
to  the  question  of  Ministers  living  in  hotels. 
There  was  something  in  that  contention,  he 
admitted ;  but  there  was  something  to  be  said 
on  the  other  side,  too.  When  emy  Minister 
did  his  work  and  attended  to  his  duty  he 
would  find,  as  all  Ministers  had  found,  that 
they  were  most  irregular  in  going  to  their 
meals.  One  could  not  fix  any  time,  because 
just  as  it  came  to  lunch-  or  dinner-time  depu- 
tations of  members  or  others  came  and  saw 
the  Minister.  Then  there  was,  perhaps,  corre- 
spondence and  telegrams  to  send  off,  and  the 
Minister  had  to  remain  behind  ;  and  the  result 
was  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  have  a 
regular  meal-hour.  He  was  rather  surprised 
to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  make  the  objection  which 
he  did,  because  when  he  first  knew  the  honour- 
able gentleman  as  a  Minister,  in  1877  or  1878. 
he  met  him  at  the  Empire  Hotel. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  ho  was  not  a  Minister  in 
1877.  When  he  was  a  Minister  he  never 
stayed  in  any  hotel. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  ho  first  met  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  hotel  he  had  referred 
to,  but  probably  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  being  a  Minister  at  the 
time.  The  next  question  was  as  regarded  the 
promise  me^de  by  Sir  Horry  Atkinson  to  hand 
over  the  Tinakori  land  for  university  purposes 
for  Wellington.  It  was  a  valuable  estate,  and 
the  question  was,  whether  or  not  it  should  be 
granted  for  university  purposes.  Wellington 
had  been  well  able  to  look  after  itself.  Two 
years  ago  it  was  granted  a  very  fine  endow- 
ment.   He  referred  to  the  Botanic  Garden. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  a  recreation  en- 
dowment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  now,  practically, 
an  endowment  for  the  citizens  of  Wellington. 
Ministers  had  been  twitted  all  along  for  not 
living  in  thoBe  houses.  He  might  point  out 
that  when  Ministers  did  live  in  the  residences 
returns  were  constantly  being  asked  for  as  to 
the  expenditure  upon  them.  When  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
was  Premier  he  must  have  felt  very  much 
hurt  indeed  at  the  returns  asked  for,  and  at 
the  attacks  which  the  Opposition  made  on 
Ministers  when  Ministers  did  whac  they  were 
bound  to  do  for  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies—namely, make  themselves  comfortable. 
Ho  had  never  lived  in  one  of  the  residences. 
Any  Minister  doing  so  ran  the  risk  of  having  his 
private  affairs  dragged  up  as  he  had  seen  done 
in  other  cases,  i'hese  residences  were  not 
suitable.  Wellington  was  growing,  and  there 
was  sufficient  enterprise  in  the  place  to  meet 
all  the  requirements  as  regarded  residences. 
The  Government  had  promised  to  bring  this 
matter  forward,  and  they  had  now  done  so. 
He  trusted  the  Bill  would  be  carried. 

The  House  divided. 
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Buddo 

Batton 

Cbmell 

Oollins 

Crowther 

Duncaa 

Eamshaw 

Flatmskn 

Giaham 

Guinness 

HaII-7ones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Joyce 

Buchanan 
Duthie 
Fraser 
Gieen 


Axxs,  41. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Larnaoh 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McGaire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
Montgomery 

NOKS,  11. 
Heke 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
Russell.  W.  R. 


Morrison 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Russefl,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Buick 
Tanner. 

Stout. 

Tellers. 
Newman 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Mitchelson 

Carroll.  Allen. 

Majority  for,  33. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Bill  committed. 

IS   COmflTTEI. 

Clause  2. — Governor  may  sell  lands  in  First 
Schedule. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved.  That  the  words  "  sold 
or ''  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  question." 

ATES,  20. 
Buddo  Lawry  Seddon 

Camell  McGowan  Stevens 

Hall  MoKenzie,  J.     Tanner 

Harris         t     MoLachlan        Willis. 
Hogg  Meredith  Tellers. 

Houston  Parata  Graham 

Kelly,  W.  Reeves  MUls. 


Buiok 

Collins 

Eamshaw 

Fraser 

Heke 

Maslin 


For. 
Cadman 
Camoross 
Duncan 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 
Joyce 

Mackintosh 
Pinkerton 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Ward. 


NoKS,  17. 
Massey 
McNab 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
O'Regan 

Paibs. 


Pirani 
Russell,  G.  W. 

Stout. 

Tellers. 
Lang 
Millar. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Duthie 
Buchanan 
McGuire 
Allen. 


Majority  for,  8. 


Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  the  following  new- 
clause  : — 

"  The  lands  described  in  the  Third  Schedule 
are  hereby  vested  in  the  Middle  District  ot 
New  Zealand  University  College  for  university 
purposes." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  Chaimuua 
leave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


BeU 
Eamshaw 


Buddo 

Carnell 

Collins 

Grahtun 

Hall 

Harris 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

McGowan 


Ates,  6. 

Heke 
Massey. 

Noss,  24. 
McKenzie,  J. 
MoLachlan 
McNab 
Millar 
Morrison 
O'Regan 
O'Rorke 
Parata 


Tellers. 
Fraser 
Stout. 


Pirani 
Russell,  G. 
Seddon 
Stevens 
Willis. 

Tellers 
Lawry 
Mills. 


W. 


For. 
Allen 
Buchanan 
Duthie 
Green 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Ward 
Pinkerton 
Mackintosh 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 
Cadman 
Reeves 
Joyce 
McOuire 
Carncross 
Duncan. 


Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  negatived. 

First  Schedule. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  flirt 
paragraph. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question^ 
'*  That  the  paragraph  proposed  to  be  omitted 
stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Buddo 

Carnell 

Collins 

Graham 

Harris 

Hogg 

Kelly,  W. 

Eamshaw 
Fraser 
Heke 
Hutchison,  G. 


Atxs,  20. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLaohlan 
Meredith 
Morrison 
O'Regan 
Parata 

Noss,  10. 
Lang 
Massey 
McNab 
O'Rorke. 


Pirani 
Seddon 
Stevens 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
MUls. 


Tellers. 
Bell 
Stout. 


For. 
Cadman 
Oamcross 
Duncan 
Flatman 
Hall-Jones 
Joyce 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Mitchelson 
Te  Ao 
Newman 
Green 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Russell,  W.  B. 
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Mackintosh 
McQuiro 
Pinkerton 
Ward. 


Duthie 
Smith,  E.  H. 
Buobanan 
AUen. 


Majority  for,  10. 
Paragraph  retained. 
Bill  reported. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

H,  Q        The  following  reasons  were  brought 
'  '    up  for  disagreeing  with  the  Council's 
amendments  in  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill  :— 

*'  Reasoks  for  disagreeing  with  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill. 

"  (1.)  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  sections  25,  42,  and  43, 
and  the  expunging  of  Part  II.,  are  an  invasion 
of  the  undoubted  privileges  of  this  House. 

"  (2.)  That  the  action  of  the  Council  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  exclusive  control  which  has 
ever  been  exercised  by  the  House  of  Commons 
over  all  financial  measures,  and  this  House 
maintains  its  right  to  the  like  exclusive  con- 
trol. 

"  (3.)  That  it  is  as  much  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Legislative  Council  to  vary  or  alter 
clauses  prescribed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  management  or  distribution  of 
money  as  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  Council 
to  vary  provisions  of  aid  and  supply."  * 

Reasons  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

The  following  reasons  for  disagreeing  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  this  Bill  were  brought  up,  and  agreed 
to:— 

"  Clause  2  :  It  is  submitted  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  right  of  overdraft,  as  made  by  the 
Council's  amendment,  will  unduly  restrict  the 
financial  operations  of  Harbour  Boards,  and  that 
the  clause  has  been  rendered  unnecessarily 
stringent. 

"  Clause  i :  The  expunging  of  this  clause  is 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  Honse. 

"  Clause  8:  This  clause  introduces  an  innova- 
tion in  account,  as  it  authorises  the  Harbour 
Fund  to  be  applied  to  purposes  foreign  to  har- 
bour management. 

"  Clause  9 :  This  unnecessarily  increases  the 
representation  of  County  Councils  on  Harbonr 
Boards. 

"  Clause  10  is  not  regarded  as  necessary, 
because  provided  for  already  under  the  princi- 
pal Act." 

TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  consolidation  Bill, 
and  also  an  improvement  on  the  present  law 
in  reference  to  tramways.  The  measure  had 
been  very  carefully  drawn  up.  It  was  moulded 
upon  the  Victorian  legislation.  Originally  the 
law  wtw  that  the  promoters  of  tramways  had 
to  deal  directly  with  the  Government,  and  inci- 


dentally the  Government  consulted  the  local 
authorities.  This  was  changed  now,  and  the 
local  authorities  would  have  to  be  consulted  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  promoters  of  tramways, 
and  the  Government  only  dealt  with  the  local 
authorities.  The  local  authoritie8,haTing charge 
of  the  streets,  were  best  fitted  to  see  where 
tramways  should  go,  and  how  they  would  best 
meet  the  convenience  of  the  public  with  due 
safety.  It  was  a  matter  for  the  local  bodies  to 
deal  with  direct,  and  not  for  the  Government 
as  had  been  formerly  the  case.  He  might  also 
say  the  Bill  was  necessary  because  of  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
working  of  tramways  since  electric  motors  wore 
now  working  satisfactorily,  and  since  there  was 
no  legislation  to  meet  the  case  of  an  electric 
tramway:  it  was  therefore  necessary  that  the 
Bill  should  pass.  It  had  already  passed  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  in  its  present  form,  he 
thought,  was  an  improvement  upon  existing 
legislation,  and  would  give  satisfaction. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  this  Bill  might  throw  a 
very  great  liability  on  the  local  bodies  in  re- 
spect to  damage  that  might  occur  to  the  water- 
works plant.  In  the  City  of  Wellington  they 
had  a  high-pressure  water-supply,  and  electric 
tramways,  he  was  given  to  understand,  might 
prove  injurious  to  the  pipes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  local  authori- 
ties objected  the  Act  could  not  come  into  force. 
Formerly  the  Government  used  to  deal  with 
promoters  of  the  tramway  companies,  and  the 
local  authorities  had  no  control:  now  it  was 
to  be  a  matter  simply  between  the  local  autho- 
rities and  the  Government. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant matter,  and  that  they  should  take  care 
to  see  that  the  waterworks  plant  was  not 
deteriorated  in  any  way.  This  point  could  be 
dealt  with  in  Committee,  but  he  thought  it 
was  only  right  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  to  direct 
attention  to  the  objection  taken  by  the  local 
authorities. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  there  was  another  point 
in  connection  with  tramways  that  he  wished 
to  draw  attention  to — that  wa.s,  the  following 
question:  Supposing  a  local  authority  pur- 
chased a  tramway,  what  would  it  be  paying 
for?  In  one  clause  of  the  Bill  it  seemed  that 
they  would  have  to  pay  practically  for  the 
good-will,  and  that,  surely,  could  not  be  in- 
tended. He  might  say  that  the  City  Corpora- 
tions of  Wellington  and  Dunedin  hod  both 
drawn  attention  to  that  provision  in  the  Bill ; 
and  he  did  not  think  that  if  a  local  body  did 
purchase  the  tramways  it  ought  to  have  to  pay 
anything  for  the  good-will.  Section  3  said, 
"  '  Undertaking '  includes  the  tramway,  and 
all  works,  cars,  rolling-stock,  equipment,  ma- 
terial and  plant,  rights,  powers,  and  privileges 
connected  with  the  tramway."  It  would  ap- 
pear from  that  that  the  good- will  was  included, 
and  it  would  be  seen  that  the  Corporation  had 
to  pay  for  the  undertaking.  That  being  so,  it 
meant  they  had  to  pay  practically  for  the  good- 
will, and  he  did  not  think  that  was  right.  In 
section  29  of  the  schedule  there  was  the  follow- 
ing provision : — 
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"  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Aet,  and 
o{  any  existing  lease,  the  local  anthoritj  (not 
being  the  promoters)  may,  by  notice  in  writing 
given  to  the  piomotezs,  require  them  to  sell  to 
the  local  authority  the  undertaking  ;  and  there- 
upon the  promoters  shall  sell  the  undertaking 
to  the  local  authority.  But  the  following  pro- 
visions shall  apply : " 

And  it  then  went  on  to  provide  what  were  to 
be  the  terms,  especially  if  the  two  parties  did  not 
agree.    It  said, — 

"  The  terms  of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the 
undertaking  shall  be  such  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  local  authority  and  the  pro- 
moters, or,  if  there  be  no  agreement,  or  in  so  far 
as  any  agreement,  if  made,  may  not  extend,  the 
terms  shall  be  the  payment  of  the  value  of  the 
undertaking." 

That  would  include  privileges,  and  would 
include  good-will,  and  he  therefore  desired  to 
point  out  that  this  was  a  Bill  which  should 
not  be  hastily  hurried  through,  as  it  might, 
if  passed  in  its  present  shape,  cast  upon  the 
local  authorities  a  very  great  responsibility. 
He  had  received  letters  on  the  suoject  from 
the  local  authorities,  bat  he  had  not  put  any 
amendment  on  the  Order  Paper,  as  he  did  not 
know  the  Bill  was  coming  on.  He  thought, 
however,  the  Bill  should  be  amended,  and  pro- 
vision made  to  meet  the  objections  he  had  ]ust 
mentioned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee  he  would  postpone  it  if  there  was 
any  desire  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MILLAB  desired  to  say  that  in  regard 
to  this  measure  there  was  one  thing  he 
thought  the  House  should  know  —  that  was, 
that  primarily  the  object  of  the  Bill,  he  be- 
lieved, was  to  allow  the  Dunedin  Tramway 
Ckimpany  to  get  rid  of  their  property.  This  in- 
formation haid  been  kept  back,  and  he  thought 
it  was  well  that  the  House  should  know  some- 
thing in  regard  to  it  before  they  passed  this 
measure.  Under  the  present  arrangements  the 
Dunedin  Tramway  was  the  property  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  or  virtually  so.  The 
bank  held  a  promissory  note,  payable  on  de- 
mand, for  £36,000,  upon  which  the  Tramway 
Company  were  paying  8  per  cent. ;  and  there 
was  also  an  overdraft  of  £2,000,  for  which  they 
paid  9  per  cent.  Under  these  conditions  it  was 
impossible  for  that  company  to  pay,  and,  instead 
of  calling  up  the  uncalled  capital  of  ITs.  per 
share  and  paying  ofiE  the  bank,  thereby  en- 
abling the  company  to  pay  dividends  to  its 
shareholders,  it  had  continued  paying  the  8  per 
cent,  to  the  bank ;  and  he  supposed  the  bank 
would  not  now  wish  to  get  rid  of  this  asset  if 
they  were  not  in  want  of  cash.  He  was  given  to 
understand  that  a  company  was  being  formed 
in  London,  and  they  were  going  to  give  £41,000 
for  the  whole  concern,  and  the  result  of  that 
would  be  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  would 
get  back  £36,000  and  the  £2,000  overdraft, 
while  the  balance  of  the  £41,000  which  would 
be  given  for  the  line  would  go  in  commissions 
to  the  promoters  of  this  new  company,  the 
original  shareholders  not  getting  anything  at 
all.  The  only  benefit  the  people  would  receive 
Sir  R.  Stout 


would  be  the  benefit  of  sending  Home  some- 
£4,000  or  £5,000  in  interest  to  this  foreign 
syndicate.  Under  the  present  conditions  the 
Dunedin  people  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  tramway  service,  but  if  this  new  scheme 
was  allowed  to  go  on  it  would  mean  the  with- 
drawal of  £10,000  per  annum  from  the  town 
and  district.  That  was  the  amount  spent 
at  present  in  wages,  horse-feed,  and  horses. 
Primarily  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  allow 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  get  rid  of  this 
property,  and  it  had  been  arranged  to  intro- 
duce the  measure  first  of  all  as  a  local  Bill, 
but  he  presumed  it  had  been  concluded  that  it 
would  not  get  through,  and  now  the  result  wa.8 
that  it  came  up  as  a  public  Bill.  He  did  not 
think  he  would  be  doing  his  duty  unless  he 
drew  attention  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
when  in  Committee  he  would  move  certain- 
amendments. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  be  perfectly  will- 
ing, when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  to  post- 
pone it,  and  every  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  members  to  make  it  a  good  Bill.  He  might 
say  ho  had  not  been  aware  of  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Chalmers  had  stated,  but  last 
session  a  Bill  was  introduced  because  it  was  im- 
possible, as  the  law  then  stood,  to  allow  a  tram- 
way company  to  construct  a  line  without  the 
Oovernmont  being  responsible,  and,  that  being 
the  case,  the  Government  could  not  give  any 
consent  to  the  scheme  asked  for  in  Dunedin. 
As  to  the  point  raised  by  Sir  Robert  Stout,  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  good-will,  he  thought 
there  was  something  in  it,  and  that  they  should 
make  it  very  clear  what  a  local  authority  had 
to  pay  for  if  they  bought  a  property.  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  make  that  amendment  in 
Committee.  It  was  necessary  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed,  because  the  electric  motors 
were  now  the  order  of  the  day,  and  they  should 
study  the  interests  of  the  travelling  public,  as 
well  as  of  the  promoters,  by  giving  them  every 
facility  in  this  direction.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  were  the  promoters 
in  Dunedin,  or  what  the  financial  position  of 
the  Dunedin  Tramway  Company  was,  but  they 
should  endeavour  to  frame  the  Bill  on  modem 
lines,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  and  wants 
of  the  public. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TONGAEIRO  NATIONAL  PARK  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  those  honourable 
members  who  had  been  in  the  House  during 
the  last  five  or  six  years  would  recollect  that 
this  Bill  had  been  before  the  House  on  various 
occasions,  and  two  other  Ministers  of  Lands  in 
ofiice  previous  to  himself  had  tried  to  get  it 
made  law,  but  there  was  always  some  obstacle 
interposed  by  the  Natives  interested  in  the  land 
of  which  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  national 
park.  Last  year  he  had  introduced  a  Bill  for 
the  second  time,  and  he  had  made  full  arrange- 
ments with  the  Natives  in  the  matter,  but  at 
the  last  moment  he  oould  not  get  the  Bill 
through,  owing  to  the  session  coming  to  an  end. 
Since  then  the  Government  had  purchased  the 
interests  of  several  of  those  Natives  who  wer^ 
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interested  in  the  block,  and  the  inteiests  of 
the  remaining  Native  owners  were  now  very 
small  indeed.  The  chief  who  originally  gave 
a  portion  of  the  monntains  to  the  colony  as 
a  present  had  now  given  a  certain  area  of 
land ;  the  Government  had  bought  another 
area;  and  oat  of  the  62,000  acres  which  com- 
prised the  area  proposed  to  be  set  aside  for  a 
park  there  was  very  little  left  indeed.  There 
were  only  a  few  shares  belonging  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  the  latter  would  very  soon  sell  their 
interests  to  the  Oovemment,  and,  if  they  did  not 
sell,  the  Bill  contained  full  provision  to  enable 
the  Government  to  ascertain  the  value  of  their 
interests  in  the  land,  and  the  owners  would 
be  compensated  by  the  colony  to  the  full  value 
of  any  interest  they  might  have.  With  regard 
to  the  desirability  of  setting  aside  this  land 
as  a  national  park,  he  was  sure  that  any  one 
who  hod  seen  that  portion  of  the  country,  and 
who  had  seen  those  mountains,  would  oomja  to 
one  conclusion  as  to  the  advisability  of  setting 
aside  this  area  of  country, — which  he  might 
s&y  was  almost  useless  so  far  as  grazing  was 
oonoemed,  and  wonid  admit  that  it  should 
be  set  aside  as  a  national  park  for  New  Zea- 
land. The  beauties  of  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  preserved  for  all  time  to  come  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and 
they  would  be  thought  a  good  deal  of  in  time 
to  come.  This  matter  was  pretty  well  known 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  and  he  there- 
fore moved  the  second  reading,  feeling  sure 
honourable  members  were  now  satisfied  that  it 
should  pass. 

Mr.  HEEE  said  he  had  been  interviewed  by 
several  Natives  who  claimed  to  be  interested 
in  the  lands  about  Tongariro,  and  also  by  the 
young  chief  Te  Houheu,  in  reference  to  this  Bill, 
and  he  had  informed  him  that  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  should  introduce  a  preamble 
setting  forth  the  tract  of  land  that  was  to  be 
handed  over  to  the  Queen. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB  said  that  was  provided 
for  on  Supplementary  Order  Paper  No.  54. 

Mr.  HEKE  would  liko  to  call  attention  to 
another  matter — that  was,  in  reference  to  the 
pension  which  old  Te  Heuheu  was  entitled  to. 
He  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the 
desire  of  young  Te  Heuheu,  who  was  now 
living,  and  who  had  succeeded  his  father,  was 
to  have  his  father's  pension  paid  to  him.  He 
thought  it  was  only  fair  that  if  such  a  pension 
did  exist  in  the  father's  time  it  should  be  paid 
to  the  young  man  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  put  himself  in  communication  with 
him  ha  would  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  HEKE  would  take  the  assurance  of  the 
Native  Minister  in  this  matter  ;  but  he  wished 
also  to  mention  that,  in  regard  to  the  interests 
which  were  held  by  some  of  the  Natives  at  the 
present  time,  he  did  not  at  all  like  the  idea  of 
the  Government  obtaining  those  interests  by 
force  from  the  Natives  by  having  a  valuation 
made,  and  taking  away  their  land  altogether. 
When   the  Natives  did  not  wish   to 
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dispose  of  their  interests  they  should 


have  the  opportunity  of  making  a  bargain  with 
the  Native  Minister  or  the  Minister  of  Lands 
in  reference  to  their  interests.  He  believed 
the  Natives  who  still  had  interests  in  the  land 
about  there  were  willing  to  dispose  of  them  for 
a  certain  price.  To  provide  for  taking  the  land 
away  from  the  Natives  under  the  clauses  set 
forth  in  the  Bill  was  a  monstrous  piece  of  legis- 
lation. He  did  not  believe  in  taking  Native 
land  at  a  valuation,  especially  if  the  Natives 
did  not  agree  to  such  valuation.  Legislation 
of  this  nature  was  entirely  inconsistont  with 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  last  paragraph  of  section  2  was  clear 
enough  as  to  the  payment  of  compensation.  The 
provision  made  in  the  Bill  was  that  any  land 
which  had  not  been  sold  to  the  Grown  the 
Governor  might  take  possession  of  under  the 
Public  Works  Act.  This  could  be  amended 
in  Committee,  and  a  provision  could  be  put 
into  the  Bill  that  compensation  was  to  be 
paid  under  the  Public  Works  Act  of  1894.  But 
there  ought  to  be  some  clearer  provision  that 
when  the  compensation-money  bad  been  fixed 
the  amount  should  bo  given  to  the  Natives. 
The  provision  was  that  the  Native  Land  Court 
should  inquire  into  the  rights  of  the  owners 
and  assess  the  value  of  their  interests ;  but 
that  would  hardly  be  sufficient,  because  under 
the  Public  Works  Act  the  person  who  made  a 
claim  had  the  right  to  appoint  an  Assessor,  and 
the  Crown  appointed  another  Assessor,  and 
they  came  to  a  decision.  He  did  not  see  why 
the  value  should  not  be  determined  under 
the  Public  Works  Act  of  1894.  Then,  let  the 
Native  Land  Court  determine  what  was  to  be- 
come of  the  money.  He  would  suggest,  there- 
fore, that  the  Bill  should  not  be  committed 
until  the  following  day,  and  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  two  things  ne  men- 
tioned :  first,  that  compensation  should  be 
fixed  under  the  Public  Works  Aot  of  1894 ;  and 
second,  that  the  Native  Land  Court  Act  should 
determine  who  were  entitled  to  it.  He  quite 
agreed  with  what  had  been  said  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  colony  to  acquire  this  land  as  a 
public  park,  and  he  was  exceedingly  glad  that 
the  purchase  had  been  gone  on  with  ;  but  they 
must  see  justice  done  to  the  Natives,  and 
justice  woidd  not  be  done  except  in  the  way  he 
pointed  out. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  desiia 
whatever  to  do  anything  wrong  to  any  Natives 
who  had  an  interest  in  the  country.  The  object 
in  putting  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court  in  the  Bill  was,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated,  to  find  out  who  was  the 
right  owner,  and  who  was  entitled  to  be  paid 
compensation  for  the  land.  The  Government 
thought  the  Chief  Judge  was  the  proper  per- 
son for  that  purpose.  He  (Mr.  McKenzie) 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  amending  the 
Bill  in  the  direction  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggested,  so  as  to  facilitate  its  passage.  In 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District,  that 
honourable  member  would  see  that  on  the 
Supplementary  Order  Paper  he  had  provided 
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a  preamble  vrhich  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  DO  doubt  find  satisfactory. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LITTLE  BARBIER  ISLAND  PUBCHASE 
BILL. 

Mr.  3.  McEENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  ol  this  Bill,  said  it  gave  the  Govern- 
ment power  to  complete  the  purchase  of  Little 
Barrier  Island.  They  hod  already  purchased 
a  portion,  but  a  few  interests  were  still  left 
belonging  to  Natives,  and  it  was  desired  to 
provide  that  the  owners  should  get  paid  for 
whatever  interests  they  might  have.  Negotia- 
tions were  going  on  at  the  present  time  for  the 
purchase  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  land. 
The  Bill  was  to  facilitate  their  getting  posses- 
sion of  any  share  they  might  not  be  able  to 
buy  under  the  ordinary  system  of  obtaining 
land  from  the  Natives  until  next  year. 

Mr.  HEKE  thought  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  wore  altogether  out  of  reason,  and  were 
very  unfair  to  the  Natives  who  still  held  their 
interest  and  did  not  wish  to  dispose  of  it  at  the 
price  offered  by  the  Government.  The  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  set  forth  that  a  certain  docn- 
ment  had  been  signed  by  three  owners  on 
behalf  of  their  fellow-owners.  He  understood, 
by  a  tclogrnm  which  he  bad  received  from  one 
of  the  leading  chiefs,  that  he  was  deceived 
when  he  was  called  npon  to  sign  that  docu- 
ment. He  understood,  when  the  document 
was  placed  before  him  to  sign,  that  he  was  to 
receive  £3,000  for  his  interest  alone.  He  now 
found  out  that  he  was  to  assign  all  the  interests 
of  his  foUow-owners  for  the  £3,000.  The  chief 
informed  him  that  he  had  a  copy  of  that  docu- 
ment, and  he  (Mr.  Heke)  had  wired  to  the 
Native  to  forward  him  all  the  documents  the 
bad  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Little  Barrier.  Ho  would  move,  That  after  the 
Bill  is  read  a  second  time  it  be  referred  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  also  received  a 
communication  from  Tenetahi  to  the  same 
effect  the  honourable  gentleman  had  spoken  of. 
He  said  the  signature  to  the  conveyance  was 
obtained  from  him  by  the  Government  on  the 
distinct  understanding  in  writing  that  he  was 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  purchase-money  paid 
to  liim.  Ho  did  not  know,  of  course,  what  the 
agreement  was  between  the  Land  Purchase 
Office  and  the  Native,  but  he  felt  there  must 
be  some  misunderstanding,  as  he  did  not  think 
any  such  officer  would  wish  to  do  an  injustice. 
The  Native,  however,  said  if  the  Bill  passed  as 
at  present  it  would  do  him  considerable  injury. 
Ho  thought,  therefore,  the  Bill  might  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  if 
the  documents  were  not  received  from  the 
Native  they  might  obtain  a  copy  from  the 
department.  As  to  the  island  itself,  he  quite 
agreed  that  it  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  secured 
by  the  Government.  He  believed  it  was  of 
very  little  use  to  the  Natives,  and  it  should  be 
secured  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  native 
birds  from  molestation  by  Europeans. 

Mr.  CARROLL  was  understood  to  say  that 
it  was  a  most  important  thing  for  the  oolony 
Mr,  J,  UeKerurie 


that  the  island  should  be  acquired.  He  hardlj 
thought  it  was  fair  that  Tenetahi  should  insist 
on  the  whole  of  the  purchase-money  being  given 
to  him,  as  the  others  who  had  interests  in  the 
land  should  get  their  shares.  He  thought, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  was 
a  good  one — namely,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Itlr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  last  year  be 
presented  a  petition  in  connection  with  this 
very  island,  and  the  petitioner  then  asked  that 
the  Government  should  either  purchase  the 
island  from  Tenetahi  and  his  co-owners,  or 
allow  the  Native  Land  Court  to  cut  off  the 
shares  of  those  who  declined  to  sell.  He  (Mr. 
Mitchelson)  himself  disagreed  entirely  with 
that  request.  This  island  the  Government 
ought  to  acquire ;  but  he  thought,  at  the  same 
time,  if  the  whole  of  the  Native  owners  had 
signed  an  agreement  to  accept  £8,000  in  full 
compensation  for  the  whole  of  the  island,  tbby 
should  be  compelled  to  abide  by  that  agree- 
ment. The  only  question  was,  what  the  value 
of  the  interest  of  Tenetahi  and  those  who  de- 
clined to  receive  their  share  of  the  £3,000 
amounted  to,  and  if  these  Natives  had  only 
an  equal  right  with  those  who  had  received 
their  share  of  the  money.  If  that  was  so, 
then  those  Natives  who  now  objected  to  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  had  no  case.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  suggestion  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WATER-SUPPLY  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  And  com- 
mitted. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  insert  the  following 
new  clause : — 

"  A  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  County 
Council  or  Water-supply  Board  of  the  amount 
of  the  preliminary  expenses  and  liabilities 
incurred,  as  mentioned  in  the  last-preceding 
section,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  that  such 
amount  has  been  so  incurred." 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

STAMP  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  com- 
mitted. 

IN  COMMITTKE. 

Clause  5.— Stamp  duty  on  certain  deeds  of 
assignment. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  words  "five 
pounds  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  of  inserting 
"  two  pounds  ten  shillings." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  6. 

McGowan  Montgomery      -tr-n-  tot 

Millar  Morriion.  ^^'      ' 
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Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Bnick 

Oamell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Biamshaw 

Oraham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 


Noes,  38. 
Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lamach 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


McKenzie,  J. 

McLaohlan 

McNab 

Meredith 

Mitchelson 

Newman 


O'Regan 

Parata 

Beeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Stout 

Tanner 

Ward 

Willis. 

TeOen. 
Lavfry 
Mills. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Buchanan 
Duthie 
Green 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Against. 
Pinkerton 
Mackintosh 
Flatman 
Joyce 
Carncross 
Duncan. 


Majority  against,  32. 
Words  struck  out. 

Words  "  two  pounds  ten  shillings  "  inserted. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  12th  October,  1894. 

First  KeadioRB— Second  Beadlngs— Frivileges  of  tbe 
Council— Oovemment  Bailways  Bill— Kating  on 
Unimproved  Value  Bill— Shops  and  Sbop-assist- 
ants  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 
Pbayebs. 


took  the  chair  at 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Trustees  Bill,  Stamp  Bill,  Water-supply  Bill, 
Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Mining  Companies  Bill,  Dairy  Industry  Bill. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  for  the  Council 
adhering  to  its  amendments  in  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill :  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  and  tbe  mover. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved, 
formally,  That  the  Council  do  not  insist  on  its 
amendments  in  the  Harbours  Bill;  but  might 
sa^  tbat  there  was  a  question  of  privilege  in 
this  case  also,  and  that  it  shonld  be  referred 
to  the  same  Committee  as  that  on  the  previous 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  it  was  beyond 
his  comprehension  how  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Council  in  clause  i  of  this  Bill  could  be 


regarded  as  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  tbe 
other  Chamber ;  nor  did  he  see  that  this  case 
stood  on  the  game  level  as  the  question  involved 
in  the  other  three  Bills  amended  by  tbe  Coun- 
cil. This  was  a  separate  clause  introduced  into 
the  Bill,  and  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the 
Council  to  expunge  the  clause  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  local  Bill  introduced  to  meet  the 
case  of  the  Otago  Harbour  Board.  That  it 
was  now  to  be  considered  an  invasion  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
really  more  than  they  should  be  called  upon 
to  believe.  What  the  Council  had  done  was 
entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board,  and  to  enable  them  to  retain  possession 
of  their  own  finances  and  administration.  He 
should  strongly  deprecate  this  being  brought 
into  the  same  category  as  the  three  other  Bills 
which  were  supposed  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
Conference  at  the  present  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  clause  4,  to 
which  allusion  had  been  made,  simply  per- 
mitted all  the  Harbour  Boards  to  charge  such 
tonnage  rates  as  they  might  think  fit  without 
any  limitation  whatever,  and  the  Council  very 
properly  took  exception  to  granting  such  un- 
limited power  to  the  whole  of  the  Harbour 
Boards  in  the  colony.  How  this  could  be  con- 
strued into  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  it  was  difficult  to 
imagine.  He  thought  the  Council  should  reso- 
lutely insist  on  its  power.  He  thought  the  Bill 
should  be  sacrificed  rather  than  they  should 
give  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  said  the  lan- 
guage used  in  the  reason  that  had  been  assigned 
for  dissenting  from  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill  was  certainly 
such  as  to  cause  the  Council  to  very  carefully 
guard  against  any  attempt  to  encroach  upon 
its  power.  The  contention  now  set  up  with 
regard  to  clause  4  was  certainly  very  remark- 
able, and  it  was  an  encroachment  on  the  power 
of  the  Council  which  he  was  sure  the  Council 
would  very  firmly  resist.  The  clause,  as  it 
stood  in  the  Bill,  was  entirely  distinct  from  the 
other  clauses  in  that  Bill.  It  was,  in  fact, 
an  entirely  separate  and  distinct  enactment. 
Very  little  importance  might  be  attached  to  the 
clause  as  it  stood;  but  the  principle  involved, 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Council,  was  certainly 
as  important  as  that  involved  in  any  of  the 
other  Bills.  The  principle  seemed  to  be  this 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
that,  inasmuch  as  this  clause  dealt  in  some 
sense  with  rates,  taxes,  and  dues,  therefore  the 
Council  hod  no  power  to  touch  it ;  and  the  posi- 
tion seemed  to  him  to  be  that,  this  clause  being 
an  entirely  distinct  and  separate  enactment, 
there  could  be  no  question  tbat  the  Council  bad 
constitutional  power,  if  not  to  amend  it,  at  all 
events  to  strike  it  out.  To  give  way  on  this 
point  would  be  an  admission  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  that  it  had  not  that  power.  He 
thought  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Council  to  strike  out  a  clause  of 
this  character,  though  it  might  be  open  to 
question  whether  the  Council  had  power  to 
amend  it.    There  could  be  no  question  that,  if 
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the  clause  was  in  the  proper  sense  a  money 
clause,  then  it  should  not  appear  in  a  Bill 
which  was  not  a  money  Bill.  I{  it  were  held 
that  the  Council  could  not  strike  it  out,  then 
he  apprehended  there  would  be  no  alternative 
but  to  lay  aside  the  Bill  altogether.  However, 
the  principle  involved  was  so  important  that  he 
was  quite  sure  the  Council  would  take  a  firm 
stand  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  agreed  with  what  had  fallen  from 
his  honourable  friend  the  last  speaker,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  reason  given 
by  the  House  of  Bepcesentatives  was  a  childish 
and  frivolous  one.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
proper  and  constitutional  course  would  be  to 
brinK  this  matter  to  a  Conference.  This  re- 
minded him  very  much  of  some  dissertation 
he  had  read  some  time  ago  about  the  reason 
why  a  witness  should  not  be  allowed  to  be 
called  against  the  Crown.  The  reason  was 
tliat,  by  directing  a  witness  to  be  brought  to 
give  evidence  against  the  Crown,  the  Crown 
was  insulted.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if  every 
question  like  this  was  to  be  considered  a 
question  of  the  privileges  of  the  other  House 
the  sooner  the  position  of  the  Council  was 
defined  the  better;  and  the  sooner  all  these 
matters  went  to  a  Conference,  upon  which 
they  would  probably  have  some  of  their  most 
experienced  men,  the  better.  No  doubt  they 
would  meet  some  of  the  most  experienced  men 
in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  the 
sooner  the  matter  was  threshed  out  the  better. 
He  thought,  if  the  Council  negatived  this 
motion,  his  honourable  friend  could  then  move 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  Conference. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  entirely 
agreed  with  what  had  fallen  from  his  honour- 
able friend  and  colleague.  When  he  formally 
made  the  motion,  he  expected  that  it  would  be 
rejected,  and  he  would  have  been  disappointed 
if  it  had  not  been.  He  thought  the  best  way 
to  decide  the  question  would  oe  for  this  Com- 
mittee of  very  experienced  men  to  meet  with  a 
similar  Committee  of  also  experienced  men 
from  the  other  Chamber  at  a  Conference.  That 
would  probably  settle  this  question  of  privi- 
lege. Therefore  he  hoped  that  his  honourable 
friend  would  move  that  the  Council  adhere 
to  the  Bill,  and  disagree  with  the  other  Cham- 
ber, and  that  Managers  would  be  appointed. 
He  iioped  no  time  would  be  lost. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  hoped  the  Council 
would  negative  the  motion  before  it,  and  that 
every  member  of  the  Council  would  see  that 
this  was  so  important  a  matter  that  it  should 
be  dealt  with  at  once.  It  simply  amounted  to 
this :  that  they  had  to  ascertain  now  where 
they  were,  and  whether  the  Council  was  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Government  of  the  country 
or  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  had  no  doubt  that  the 
proper  way  to  settle  the  matter  was  by  a  Con- 
ference ;  but  the  larger  question  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Council  with  respect  to  amend- 
ing money  clauses  opened  a  very  much  wider 
question,  which  a  Conference  would  not  settle. 
Such.questions  he  thought  could  best  be  settled 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor 


by  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  decide 
what  were  the  privileges  of  the  Council,  and  to 
make  their  own  precedents,  instead  of  having  to 
look  up  the  precedents  of  England  and  other 
places  in  these  matters  when  the  questions  at 
issue  were  not  exactly  parallel.  A  Committee 
of  that  sort  could  fix  the  relative  positions 
of  both  Chambers  at  the  beginning  of  a  ses- 
sion, when  people  were  more  inclined  to  view 
matters  in  a  judicial  spirit,  and  any  agreement 
come  to  could  then  be  embodied  in  a  Bill,  with 
the  view  of  narrowing  these  privilege  disputes 
with  the  House. 

Motion,  "  That  the  Council  do  not  insist  on 
its  amendments,"  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWBN  moved.  That  the  same 
members  be  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  for  in- 
sisting on  the  amendments  of  the  Council  as  were 
appointed  in  connection  with  the  Advances  to 
SettUrs  BUI. 

Agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN,  the 
same  five  members  were  appointed  Managers  of 
a  Conference  on  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill. 

Subsequently,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  brought 
up  the  following  reasons  assigned  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  for  insisting  on  its  amendments 
in  the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill: — 

"  That  the  Council  does  not  admit  that  the 
sections  in  which  amendments  have  been  made 
deal  with  supply,  aid,  or  appropriation ;  and 
that  therefore  the  Council  has  not  exceeded  the 
legitimate  limits  of  its  action." 

Reasons  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  also  brought  up  the 
following  reasons  assigned  by  the  Legislative 
Council  for  insisting  on  its  amendments  in  the 
Harbours  Bill : — 

"  Clause  2  :  That  it  is  not  advisable  to  allow 
an  overdraft  over  one-half  of  the  ordinary 
annual  income. 

"Clause  i:  That  the  striking-out  of  this 
clause  does  not  exceed  the  legitimate  functions 
of  the  Council. 

"  Clause  8 :  That  this  clause  is  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  the  Harbour  Board. 

"  Clause  9 :  That  this  clause  is  not  intended 
to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Board. 

"  Clause  10 :  That  the  necessity  for  this 
clause  is  open  for  discussion." 

Reasons  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  a  Con- 
ference with  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  Harbours  Bill  and  the  Government  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  moved,  That  the 
same  honourable  members  be  appointed  ilanagers 
at  the  Conference  on  behalf  of  the  Council  as 
were  appointed  to  draw  up  the  reasons. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

ADJOUBHSD  OEBATX. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  would 
ask  the  consent  of  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  Mr.  MacGregor,  and  the  leave  of  the 
Council,  to  make  an  explanation  vrith  regard 
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to  this  matter  whioh  will  probably  settle  the 
question.  I  stated  yesterday  that  any  hostile 
action  on  the  part  of  this  Council  would  tend 
to  kill  this  Bill.  I  thought  there  was  authority 
for  that,  but  I  could  not  lay  my  hands  on  it  at 
the  time.  In  1892  some  similar  course  to  that 
suggested  yesterday  took  place.  I  find,  on 
reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  Council,  that 
on  the  Mining  Companies  Bill  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  this  amendment 
proposed  by  His  Eicellenoy  the  Governor: — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the 
said  Act,  any  company  now  or  hereafter  incor- 
porated under  the  said  Act  may  at  any  time 
sell  all  or  any  part  of  its  property  without  wind- 
ing up  such  company :  Provided  always  that 
no  such  sale  shall  be  valid  whioh  has  not  been 
previously  sanctioned  by  resolution  adopted  by 
a  majority  in  number  and  value  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  company  present  at  an  extra- 
ordinary meeting  of  the  company  specially 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  considering  such 
resolution  :  Provided  further  tbab  no  such  sale 
shall  take  place  unless  previously  authorised 
by  the  Warden  of  the  dis^ict  after  such  notice 
to  creditors  has  been  given  as  he  shall  pre- 
scribe, and  the  objections,  if  anj',  to  such  sale, 
if  any,  have  been  considered  by  such  Warden." 

This  was  ordered  to  be  considered  presently, 
and  on  the  same  date — the  8th  October — the 
Council  proceeded  to  the.  further  consideration 
of  the  amendment,  with  regard  to  which  the 
following  record  appears  in  the  Journals : — 

"  And  the  question  being  put,  That  the  said 
amendment  be  agreed  to,  it  passed  in  the 
negative." 

Then,  on  tho  11th  of  October,  the  question 
was  again  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Council ;  and  on  my  own  motion  the  Coun- 
cil agreed  to  an  inspection  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Conncil  by  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  position  is 
this  :  that,  inasmuch  as  we  disagreed  with  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  Bill  was  practically  laid  aside  here,  and  the 
House  sent  a  Search  Committee  to  examine  the 
Journals  of  the  Council,  which,  I  believe,  is  the 
proper  course  to  take.  Thereupon  the  House 
sent  up  the  Bill  in  the  manner  in  whioh  it  was 
amended  by  the  Council,  and  that  practically 
killed  the  first  Bill.  So  that  I  was  perfectly 
right  in  what  I  stated  yesterday.  By  the 
amendment  which  is  proposed  now  it  is  not 
intended — and  I  do  not  think  any  one  who  has 
read  the  Bill  carefully  can  say  otherwise — in 
any  way  to  affect  the  rights  of  any  person  other 
than  the  rights  which  be  had  when  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Commissioners.  I  believe 
that  will  be  the  opinion  of  every  one  who  care- 
fully reads  the  Bill.  That  is  all  that  is  asked 
loi  in  the  Bill  as  it  is  amended.  When  it  came 
down  first  it  would  rather  have  tended  to  injure 
these  people.  I  am  afraid,  if  this  amendment 
is  insisted  upon,  at  least,  if  it  is  not  Intended  to 
agree  to  this  amendment  of  the  Qovernment, 
that  the  Bill  will  practically  be  lost ;  and  after 
all  the  trouble  and  labour  whioh  we  have  had 
in  the  matter  it  would  be  a  pity  to  take  such  a 
course  as  that.   I  say  that  for  this  reason :  that 


the  usual  course  would  be  in  another  place  to 
send  up  this  Bill  by  carrying  it  through  all 
its  stages  in  one  day,  but  in  the  present  state 
of  the  House,  and  the  desire  there  is  to  get 
on  with  other  business,  I  very  much  question 
whether  this  Bill  would  ever  see  this  Cham- 
ber again  during  the  present  session.  Then 
we  should  be  probably  in  a  state  of  great  con- 
fusion. The  notion  has  got  into  the  minds 
of  some  honourable  members  that  justice  ha.s 
not  been  done  to  two  members  of  the  Rail- 
way Commission,  whose  names  have  been  men- 
tioned from  time  to  time.  I  have  in  my  hand 
vouchers  and  receipts  as  follow  :  Mr.  Hannay, 
£715  ;  Mr.  Maxwell,  £1,246.  These  are  vouch- 
ers showing  payment  in  futt  of  all  claims  against 
the  railway  service. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— What  is  the  date? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  date 
of  the  vouchers  is  the  23rd  January,  1894. 
The  audit  itself  has  settled  this  question,  and 
there  are  the  vouchers.  With  this  explanation 
I  hope  the  Council  will  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments whioh  the  Governor  has  forwarded  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— There  seems 
good  reason  for  thinking  that  the  Attorney- 
General  was  correct  in  the  statement  which  bo 
made  yesterday  as  to  the  effect  that  any 
amendment  mode  by  the  Council  in  the  Go- 
vernor's message  would  have  upon  the  Bill. 
Apparently  the  effect  would  be  that  the  Bill 
would,  as  it  were,  fall  between  two  stools,  and 
that  the  whole  process  would  have  to  be  gone 
over  again  of  introducing  a  new  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  such  amend- 
ments as  might  be  supposed  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  Council.  The  position  seems  to  be  this  : 
The  Bill  as  it  was  passed  by  the  Council  was, 
no  doubt,  intended  to  place  the  servants  of  the 
Railway  Commissioners  in  the  same  position 
as  if  they  had  all  along  been  Civil  servants — 
that  is,  during  the  period  in  which  they  have 
been  servants  of  the  Commissioners.  As  was 
pointed  out  yesterday  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte, 
the  words  used  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  out 
that  intention.  And  the  position  would  be 
this :  that  if  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  remain  as 
it  now  is  these  servants  would  be  held  to  be  in 
the  same  position  that  they  were  in  before  they 
entered  the  service  of  the  Commissioners — not 
the  position  they  are  in  now  after  they  have 
served  the  Commissioners  for  five  or  six  years. 
The  amendment  proposed  in  tho  Governor's 
message  is  undoubtedly  calculated  to  do  these 
Civil  servants  more  justice  than  the  words  of 
subclause  (3),  clause  i,  would  do.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  seems  to  me,  and,  I  think,  to 
many  other  members  of  the  Council,  that  this 
amendment  does  not  do  such  a  measure  of 
justice  to  these  servants  as  should  be  done  for 
them.  Since,  however,  there  seems  very  good 
reason  for  thinking  that  any  amendments  to 
the  Governor's  message  would  have  the  effect, 
as  the  Attorney-General  says,  of  killing  the 
Bill,  perhaps  the  best  course  for  the  Council  to 
adopt  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session  would 
be  to  accept  the  Governor's  message  as  it  stands. 
I  am  bound  to  say,  however,  that  to  my  mind 
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the  amendment  of  the  Governor  does  not  do 
justice  to  these  servants,  such  as  they  have  a 
right  to  expect,  and,  if  there  is  a  possibility 
of  a  new  Bill  being  brought  up  from  the  other 
House  and  being  passed  this  session,  carrying 
out  the  views  of  the  Council  in  this  respect, 
then  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  that  would  be 
the  best  course  to  adopt;  but  if  that  cannot 
be  done  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  be 
better  for  the  officers  themselves  that  we  should 
accept  the  amendments  of  the  Governor  than 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  remain  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.  — I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  very  fairly  pledge 
himself  on  behalf  of  the  Government  that,  in 
the  event  of  its  being  found  in  the  future  that 
an  injustice  had  been  done  to  these  persons, 
the  matter  would  be  rectified  next  session. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Hear, 
hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  think  that 
might  set  at  rest  the  difficulty  which  there  is 
in  reference  to  the  questions.  I  shall  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  myself  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  agree  to  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON.— I  was  just 
about  to  make  the  very  suggestion  which  has 
been  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyu.  As  far 
as  I  understood  the  course  of  debate  yesterday, 
the  reference  to  injustice  to  certain  officers 
was  not  as  to  the  claims  of  two  of  the  Rail- 
way Coromissioners,  but  as  to  some  few  of  the 
junior  officers  of  the  department  who  were  in 
the  Public  Works  Department,  and  who  were 
transferred  to  the  Railway  Department,  and 
now  are  going  back  to  the  Government.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  give  such  a  pledge 
as  has  been  indicated  I  think  the  Council  might 
accept  the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— There  is  a  neces- 
sity for  an  alteration  in  the  Governor's  message, 
and  not  all  on  one  side.  I  quite  admit  that  it 
would  be  awkward  to  lay  the  Bill  aside  ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  an  easy  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  by  getting  a  pledge  from  the  Attor- 
ney-General that  he  will  bring  down  another 
Governor's  message  amending  this  if  wo  can 
decide  on  what  we  want,  and  then  we  can  let 
the  amendment  go.  The  grievances  complained 
of  should,  in  the  interests  of  the  railway  ser- 
vice, be  adjusted.  There  was  an  Act  passed 
here  which  gave  compensation  of  a  month's 
payment  for  every  year's  service  ;  but  up  to  the 
present  time  I  have  always  been  under  the  idea 
that  this  was  only  given  up  to  twelve  months. 
That  was  taken  from  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Otago  Provincial  Council.  I  find,  however, 
on  further  consideration,  it  does  not  stop  at 
twelve  months.  It  is  another  month's  pay  for 
every  year's  service,  no  matter  how  long  the 
service  may  be. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Is  that  in 
the  Civil  Service  Act  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— In  the  Act  of  1887 
I  find  that  somehow  it  slipped  through  that 
a  man  can  retire  from  the  service  when  he 
pleases,  and  claim  his  compensation.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  right  thing  to  have  in  it,  and 
it  needs  amendment.  It  would  be  a  gocd  thing 
Hon.  Mr.  MaoQregor 


if  wa  could  oome  to  an  agreement  as  to  how 
to  amend  the  Qovemor's  message,  and  the 
Attorney-General  could  say  whether  we  ooald 
let  this  one  pass.  I  believe,  so  far  as  the  mes- 
sage is  concerned,  that  it  does  as  much  harm  as 
it  does  good,  and  it  continues  that  very  thing  I 
spoke  of,  which  is  not  desirable — namely,  that 
every  man  can  resign  from  the  service  and 
claim  compensation.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
a  right  provision  at  all.  One  side  desires  that 
we  should  do  justice,  and  put  these  men  all  on 
the  same  footing  as  they  were  on  before  the 
Commissioners  were  appointed.  That  is  quite 
right.  We  are  also  anxious  to  get  the  other 
point  agreed  to.  I  would  suggest  that  we  should 
consider  this  in  Committee,  and  try  to  come  to 
a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  both  sides.  This 
message  can  only  affect,  I  believe,  some  three 
men  ;  and  there  is  a  way  of  getting  out  of  that 
difficulty,  by  amending  the  Bill  by  striking  oat 
subsection  (5).  That  would  remove  tho  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  those  specially  privileged 
by  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— There  is  no  informa- 
tion before  us  of  the  e£fect  of  the  proposal  to 
amend  the  Governor's  message.  I  do  not  think 
it  desirable  to  delay  the  Bill.  What  does  tiie 
Council  know  about  this  case?  We  do  not 
know  how  many  men  are  affected.  The  Go- 
vernment appear  to  be  doing  the  best  they  pos- 
sibly can  for  those  officers  who  were  formerly 
members  of  the  Civil  Service.  We  do  not  know 
who  these  men  are,  or  the  special  nature  of 
their  alleged  grievances.  I  think,  in  the  mean- 
time, if  there  are  any  cases  of  hardship  involved 
in  the  change  in  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways, they  should  be  remedied  by  a  special 
measure  next  session.  Justice  should  be  done 
where  required,  but  we  should  not  give  privi- 
leges to  people  not  entitled  to  them. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— Those 
who  were  Civil  servants  before  the  Railways 
Act  was  passed  in  1887  came  under  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  con- 
tinue them,  but  there  is  no  provision  for  those 
who  entered  the  service  after  the  railways  went 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners.  If  we 
amended  the  amendments,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  our  amendments,  the  Bill  would  be 
carried  through.  There  would  be  no  difficulty 
about  that;  but  if  the  Council's  amendments 
are  sent  down  again  by  the  Governor  we  can 
have  a  Conference  upon  them.  We  can  send 
down  the  message  with  our  amendments.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  I  am  right  in  my 
contention  that  we  can  send  down  to  the 
House  a  message  with  amendments. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  —  Certainly  we 
can.  There  is  a  case  in  point  in  an  Act  passed 
in  1872,  when  amendments  proposed  in  a  Go- 
vernor's message  were  amended  in  the  House, 
and  sent  on  here.  Consequently  it  can  be 
done,  vice  vend. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— It  was  not 
amended  here.  The  position  was  that,  after 
amendment  was  made,  a  search  was  made  by 
the  other  Chamber  to  find  out  what  became  ai 
the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  practically  laid  aside 
here,  and  they  sent  ap  another  Bill.    That  ia 
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an  entirely  different  thing  from  the  Hoase 
•mending  a  Qovernor's  message.  Supposing 
a  message  oame  here  for  the  firat  time,  I  have 
no  donbt  it  oould  be  amended,  bnt,  it  having 
been  sent  down  to  the  House,  the  case  was 
different.  I  have  been  asked  to  give  a  pledge 
to  honourable  members  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  can  only  say  that  the  Government 
have  every  desire  to  be  just,  and  no  desire  to 
do  anything  but  justice,  and  this  section  has 
been  framed  specially  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  these  people  in  a  fair  position.  If 
there  is  any  expression  of  opinion  to  the  effect 
that  any  injustice  has  been  done  to  them,  I 
shall  urge  upon  my  colleagues  that  justice 
should  be  done,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  it 
will  be.  I  cannot  make  any  other  pledge  than 
that.  The  Act  does  not  come  into  operation 
until  next  year,  and  in  the  meantime  things 
will  go  on  as  they  are  now,  so  that  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  any  injustice  done.  If  we  have 
any  expression  to  the  contrary  here,  I  should 
be  one  of  the  first  to  remedy  the  injustice  as 
quickly  as  possible.  I  hope  the  Council  will 
now  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— We 
can  send  a  message  down  to  the  House,  and 
they  can  agree  to  the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— We  cannot 
amend  it. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  Council  can 
amend  the  Governor's  message,  and  the  House 
can  amend  it  again.  Standing  Order  319  leaves 
no  donbt  about  the  power  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  point 
was  this :  After  having  amended  the  Bill  here, 
after  the  assurance  I  have  given  to  the  Council 
that  no  injustice  shall  happen  in  the  mean- 
time, I  think  the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK.— I  think  it  would 
be  far  better  to  get  the  Bill  into  such  a  condi- 
tion as  to  do  justice  to  those  who  think  they 
may  sniler  injustice,  and  also  to  look  at  the 
other  side  of  the  matter.  I  suggest  that  we 
should  let  the  amendment  proposed  in  the 
message  go  to  Committee.  Evidently  the 
amendment  proposed  in  the  message  does  not 
carry  out  the  object  the  Government  intend. 
Let  it  go  to  Committee,  and  let  them  agree, 
and  then  let  another  message  be  brought 
down* 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— Before  putting  the 
question  I  should  like  to  say  this :  I  think  we 
generally  understand  that  the  clause  as  it  now 
stands  does  an  injustice  to  a  number  of  men, 
and  that  if  it  does  pass  it  is  with  the  under- 
standing that  legislation  shall  take  place  next 
year  to  remedy  that.  I  have  received  tele- 
grams from  people  affected  who  feel  that  it 
would  be  doing  great  injustice,  and  I  think  we 
should  have  a  clear  understanding  that  the  Bill 
(hall  be  amended  at  some  future  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— It  U  provided 
that  an  amendment  proposed  by  a  Governor's 
message  should  be  read  a  first  time,  and  also 
a  second  time.  If  amended  by  the  Council  it 
is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  House  for  its  con- 


The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  move,  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned,  in  order  to  enable 
honourable  members  to  come  to  a  decision.  I 
have  had  telegrams  from  influential  people 
complaining  of  the  injustice  done  in  the  de- 
partment, and  I  think  we  should  adjourn  the 
debate,  and  take  it  up  again  on  Monday. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY I  trust  the 

adjournment  will  not  take  place.  I  shall  not 
be  a  party  to  any  such  thing.  I  know  there  is 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to- 
do  any  injustice.  If  there  is  anything  required 
to  be  done  by  way  of  legislation  for  these 
people  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  to  set  it  right. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  do  not  think 
we  should  adjourn  the  debate.  We  shall  not 
get  any  clearer  about  it.  I  have  sought  in- 
formation from  those  people  best  able  to  give 
it,  and  I  think  the  best  and  fairest  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  pass  the  Governor's  amendment 
as  it  comes  to  us.  The  Bill  contains  far  more 
important  matters  than  a  few  possible  acts  of 
injustice  to  some  of  these  people,  and  we  hava 
the  assurance  of  the  Attorney-General  that  if 
any  injuslice  is  done  the  earliest  opportunity 
will  be  taken  to  remedy  it.  I  am  sure  we 
could  not  do  better  than  accept  the  Govemor'a 
message. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BATING  ON  UNIMPROVED  VALUE 
BILL. 

ADJOUBNXD  DSBATB. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  going  to^ 
detain  the  Council  long.  I  say,  theoretically, 
this  Bill  is  a  splendid  Bill,  but  practically  I  do 
not  think  it  is  wanted  in  New  Zealand.  With- 
out saying  anything  further,  I  will  say  I  am 
inclined  to  vote  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Without  following 
the  other  arguments  in  connection  with  the 
theories  propounded  recently,  I  think  from  a 
practical  point  of  view  this  Bill  is  not  desirable. 
Let  us  take  the  figures  given  by  both  sides. 
There  are  something  like  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  millions'  worth  of  property  which  now  pays- 
taxation.  If  this  Bill  is  carried  into  effect  it 
relieves  forty-six  and  a  half  millions  from  pay- 
ing taxation,  and  that  taxation  would  be  bound 
to  faJl  on  the  seventy -six  millions:  that  is 
looking  at  the  thing  from  a  pounds-shillings- 
and-pence  point  of  view,  which  is  a  very  just 
way  to  look  at  it — that  is,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  ratepayer.  I  do  not  think  it  ia 
desirable  that  the  rates  from  a  hundred  and 
twenty-two  millions  should  fall  on  the  reduced 
amount  of  seventy-six  and  a  half  millions, 
especially  as  the  rates  on  forty-six  and  a  half 
millions  are  passed  on  to  those  people  who  are 
least  able  to  make  improvements,  and  who  re- 
ceive less  revenue  from  improvements.  I  say, 
if  we  are  going  to  relieve  these  people  from 
taxation,  wa  are  imposing  a  heavy  burden  upon 
those  men  who  have  not  the  money  to  make 
improvements.  We  are  told  that  this  is  to 
affect  unimproved  sections.  I  reply  that  if 
these  sections  were  worth  the  money  to  in- 
duce the  people  to  improve  them  it  would  be 
different.    Therefore  I  shall  oppose  the  Bill. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  object 
of  this'  Bill  was  to  impose  -what  the  Qovem- 
ment  thought  fair  and  reasonable  rating.  In 
towns  and  suburbs  the  unimproved  land  has 
escaped  without  paying  its  dne  share  of  rates. 
Take  an  instance  where  a  iaoD  has  bought 
a  section  worth  £100,  anA  has  put  a  build- 
ing upon  it,  and  another  man  ha«  bought 
a  section  adjoining  worth  £100,  but  hckS  spent 
nothing  upon  it — very  probably  is  not  living 
in  the  country,  and  has  not  paid  anything 
to  the  general  taxation.  Under  present  cir- 
cumstances the  latter's  property,  uirough  the 
improvements  made  by  those  who  have  occu- 
pied their  sections  beneficially  for  themselves 
and  for  the  country,  has  risen  to  be  worth  per- 
haps £2,000.  I  myself  have  known  instances  of 
that.  The  question  is,  Should  this  land  which 
has  been  held  for  speoulativo  purposes  escape 
necessary  taxation  ?  It  is  held  that  this  man 
should  either  have  occupied  this  land  himself 
or  sold  it  to  others  who  would  have  improved  it. 
It  is  very  evident  that  men  who  bought  land 
many  years  ago  are  now  absentees,  and  have 
no  right  to  escape  fair  taxation.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  Bill  would  force  these  men  either 
to  improve  or  to  sell  their  land.  That  is  not 
the  object  of  the  Bill,  but  if  this  result  flows 
from  it  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  one.  If 
those  people  who  own  land  unoccupied  in 
towns  and  suburbs  would  either  sell  it  or  im- 
prove it  they  would  be  doing  good.  Honourable 
members  will  remember  what  action  I  took  on 
a  similar  Bill  to  this  last  year.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  KIcLean  said,  I  think,  last  year  that 
the  Bill  then  before  the  Council  obliged  the 
rates  to  be  levied  on  unimproved  lands,  and  he 
added, "  Why  not  allow  the  people  m  the  locali- 
ties to  decide  themselves  ?  "  Well,  this  Bill  ex- 
actly does  that.  It  does  not  say  that  they  must 
rate  on  the  unimproved  value  and  in  no  other 
way,  but  it  says  that  the  matter  shall  be  left 
to  the  ratepayers.  And  I  would  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  it  does  not 
give  power  to  a  mere  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers in  town  districts  to  alone  settle  the 
question.  I  trust  the  Council  will  allow  this 
Bill  to  go  into  Committee,  and  will  not  reject 
the  second  reading.  With  these  remarks,  I  say 
again,  I  think  the  Bill  is  a  good  and  necessary 
one,  as  it  allows  the  people  themselves  to  de- 
oide  the  matter  of  rating,  and  I  think  it  is  an 
injustice  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  do 
so. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
>the  word  '  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand 
p«rt  of  the  question." 
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Stevens 
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Walker,  L. 
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Faibs. 
For.  Agaitut. 

Jenldnson  Reynolds 

Jennings.  Shrimski. 

Majority  against,  2. 
Amendment,   "That   the    Bill   be   read  the 
second  time  this  day  six  months,"  agreed  to. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BIliL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  wished  to  explain 
that  in  Hamard  of  the  25th  September  he  was 
represented  as  having  paired  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  MoLean  against  the  Shops  and  Shop- 
assistants  Bill,  whereas  he  had  paired  in  favour 
of  it. 

The  Connoil  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Hail-service — Bailway  Bridges— Harbours  BUI — 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  —  Un- 
claimed Lands  Bill— Seo-flsberies  Bill— Work- 
men's Wages  Bill-rPublic  Works  Statement — 
Supply.  

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  Bill. 

BALLANCE  MONUMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  request  bad  been  made 
to  the  Government  by  the  Ballance  Memo- 
rial Committee  that  their  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Hon.  J.  Ballance  might  be 
placed  in  the  parliamentary  grounds.  While, 
personally,  he  was  desirous  of  paying  every 
honour  that  could  be  paid  to  the  memory  of 
his  late  chief — and  he  felt  that  in  saying  this 
he  was  also  speaking  for  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  who  desired  to  do 
his  memory  that  honour  which  was  its  due  — 
he  could  not  take  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying  that  the  monument  should  be 
placed  in  the  parliamentary  grounds.  It  was  a 
matter  which  should  be  decided  by  the  House 
Committee,  which  was  representative  of  both 
Chambers.  That  was  the  best  Committee  to 
deal  with  the  matter,  and  he  therefore  moved 
the  resolution. 

Motion  mode,  and  question 'proposed,  "  That 
the  request  of  the  Ballance  Memorial  Commit- 
tee, with  reference  to  the  erection  of  the  Bal- 
lance monument  in  the  Parliament  grounds, 
be  referred  for  consideration  by  the  Joint  Houso 
Committee." — (Mr.  Seddon.) 

Mr.  REEVES  had  only  one  word  to  say  on 
this  matter,  and  he  most  sincerely  trusted  that 
the  House  Committee,  when  it  considered  the 
question,  would  take  the  advice  of  some  com- 
petent artistic  critic  or  critics  as  to  the  chi^ 
racter  of  the  monument  that  it  was  proposed 
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to  erect,  before  deciding  whether  it  should  he 
placed  in  the  parliamentary  grounds.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  give  a  description  of  the  mono- 
ment,  but  he  might  say  it  -was  not  a  statue.  If 
a  well- deserved  honour  waa  to  be  paid  to  any  of 
our  statesmen  by  a  monument  to  their  memory 
being  placed  in  the  grounds  of  the  Parliament 
Buildings  for  ever,  the  Committee  should,  before 
granting  permission,  see  that  the  work  was  one 
which  would  satisfy  the  surtistic  sense  of  all 
beholders.  He  did  not  think  the  matter  was 
at  all  an  unimportant  one,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  the  House  Committee  would  accept 
the  suggestion  he  had  made. 

Captain  BUSSBLL  cordially  agreed  with 
everything  the  Minister  of  Education  had  said 
upon  this  matter.  It  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  they  should  see  to  it  that  only  a 
statue  or  monument  of  a  remarkable  character 
should  be  placed  in  the  parliamentary  grounds ; 
and  unless  they  knew  what  the  monument  was 
to  be  they  would  be  very  unwise  to  give  their 
consent  to  place  it  in  any  position  in  which  it 
might  not  do  credit  to  its  surroundings. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  would  have  been 
far  better  to  have  a  resolution  come  to  by  the 
House,  without  referring  it  to  the  House  Com- 
mittee, as  he  did  not  know  what  qualification 
the  Joint  Committee  had  with  regard  to  judg- 
ing as  to  the  artistic  character  of  a  monument. 
It  also  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  not  likely 
the  design,  having  been  accepted,  could  now  be 
altered.  It  seemed  to  him  like  an  indication 
to  the  House  Committee  to  throw  the  resolu- 
tion out,  and  he  therefore  regretted  that  a 
motion  had  not  been  moved  that  the  permission 
of  this  House  should  be  given  to  the  monu- 
ment being  erected,  a  similar  motion  to  be  made 
in  the  Legislative  Council. 
.  Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  only  object  in  putting 
the  motion  was  that  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  might  have  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining evidence  on  the  matter,  and  when  the 
report  came  down  both  Houses  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  passing  a  resolution  in  accord- 
ance with  the  nature  of  the  report.  His  desire 
was  that  they  should  obtain  evidence  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  monument,  and  that  they  should 
see  that  it  was  such  a  one  as  would  do  honour 
to  all  concerned. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SAN  FBANCISCO  MAIL-SERVICE. 
.an        The  House  went  into   Committee 
'  '    of  the  whole  to  consider  resolutions 
relating  to  the  San  Francisco  mail-service. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

1.  That  this  House  empowers  the  Govern- 
ment to  arrange  for  a  renewal  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco mail-service  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

2.  That  the  basis  of  the  payment  for  con- 
veyance of  mails  from  New  Zealand  shall  be 
at  a  rate  of  lis.  per  pound  on  the  net  weight 
of  the  letters  conveyed. 

S.  That  all  payments  or  contributions  from 
Great  Britain  or  other  countries  shall  be  re- 
ceivable by  the  contractors,  the  colony's  direct 


liability  to  be  for  payment  of  its  outward  letters 
only. 

i.  That  at  least  one  New  Zealand  steamer 
in  three  shall  be  employed. 

5.  That  the  time  between  San  Francisco 
and  New  Zealand  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
days.  The  port  of  call  in  the  colony  to  be 
Auckland  or  Wellington,  at  the  option  of  the 
contractors.  No  bonus  to  be  paid  for  early 
arrival,  and  penalties,  at  the  rate  of  £4  an  hour, 
to  be  enforced  only  when  late  delivery  exceeds 
forty-eight  hours. 

6.  That  all  the  provisions  of  the  existing 
agreement,  where  not  at  variance  with  the 
foregoing  provisions,  shall  be  applicable  to  any 
new  contract  made  under  this  authority. 

He  would  like  to  inform  the  House  what 
the  position  of  this  matter  was.  The  proposals 
now  submitted  were  almost  identicaJ  with  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  House  in  1891.  The 
only  difference  was  that  in  the  present  case  the 
contractors  were  not  fixed.  In  the  last  case 
the  resolutions  were  to  the  effect  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  entered  into  with  the  existing 
contractors  for  the  renewal  of  the  service  on  the 
terms  named  in  the  resolutions ;  but,  as  he  had 
said,  in  the  present  case  no  contractors  were 
named.  He  might  say  that  negotiations  would 
be  opened  up  with  the  existing  contractors, 
but  it  was  thought  desirable  that  no  contractors 
should  be  named  in  the  resolutions.  He  merely 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  of  late 
the  service  had  been  conducted  on  entirely  dif- 
ferent lines  from  what  it  formerly  obtained. 
Payments  were  now  made  upon  the  actual  mail- 
matter  csbrried.  He  might  inform  the  House 
that  the  total  net  cost  to  the -colony  last  year 
of  the  service  between  San  Francisco  and  New 
Zealand  was  £7,929.  The  contribution  by  the 
United  States  amounted  to  £12,000,  and  that 
was  the  highest  amount  they  were  permitted 
by  law  to  pay.  The  average  time  by  the  ser- 
vice from  Auckland  to  London  last  year  was 
33-15  days,  and  from  London  33-28  days.  It 
was  the  fastest  service,  both  ways,  that  the 
colony  was  able  to  obtain.  The  service  was 
being  conducted,  so  fat  aa  this  colony  was  con- 
cerned, strictly  on  business  lines.  They  paid 
only  on  what  was  carried.  If  the  amount  of 
matter  carried  happened  to  fall  off,  the  amount 
of  payment  would  be  reduced  accordingly.  The 
Intercolonial  Postal  Conference,  which  recently 
met  at  Wellington,  passed  a  resolution  unani- 
mously, stating  that  it  was  desirable  to  con- 
tinue this  service.  In  the  ordinary  course  the 
other  colonies  would  contribute  to  the  service, 
as  they  had  done  formerly,  for  the  mail-mattei 
carried  on  their  behalf  —  except  New  South 
Wales,  which  mode  a  fixed  payment  of  £4,000 
a  year.  There  was  no  bonus  allowed  for  early 
delivery  of  mails,  and  it  was  provided  that  a 
fine  of  £4  per  hour  should  be  imposed  in  the 
case  of  the  boats  being  forty-eight  hours  or 
more  beyond  contrsust  time.  He  might  state 
that  the  service  could  be  materially  hastened 
provided  that  a  better  class  of  steamers  was 
pat  on  between  San  Francisco  and  New  Zea- 
land. But,  from  information  which  he  had 
obtained,  he  would  further  add  that  a  faster 
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service  could  only  be  obtained  bj  making  a 
contract  for  a  much  longer  period  than  that 
proposed  in  these  resolutions,  and  increasing 
the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  paid.  It  was 
improbable,  therefore,  that  a  better  class  of 
steamers  would  be  obtained  for  some  time  to 
come.  If  there  was  any  point  in  regard  to 
which  the  House  required  further  information 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  furnish  it.  He  begged 
to  move  the  resolutions  standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  proposals  were  fairly 
satisfactory,  except  in  regard  to  one  point,  and 
that  was  as  to  the  allowance  of  forty-eight 
hours  before  a  fine  could  be  imposed.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  that  was  the  weak  point 
of  this  service.  Our  maiU  were  despatched 
from  here,  and  they  occasionally  reached  San 
Francisco  a  day  late,  and  thereby  missed 
the  fast  steamers  running  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  were  transmitted  from  the  United  States 
to  England  by  slower  steamers,  thus  causing  a 
delay  of  three  or  four  days.  He  regarded  it 
as  important  that  the  time  allowed,  of  forty- 
eight  hours,  should  be  reduced  to,  say,  twenty- 
four.  Some  set-off  might  probably  be  offered, 
but  he  felt  sure  that  forty-eight  hours  was  too 
long.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster-Qeneral  would 
consider  that,  as  it  was  important  that  our 
mails  should  reach  England  with  regularity; 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  add  to  the  cost 
of  the  service  if  his  suggestion  were  adopted. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  by  this  system  of 
having  a  private  contract  with  one  particular 
firm  all  other  firms  were  excluded  from  com- 
peting. In  the  past,  from  time  to  time,  tha 
old  contract  had  been  renewed  on  practically 
the  same  conditions.  In  regard  to  obtaining 
faster  and  better  steamers,  he  might  point  out 
that  all  over  the  world  new  steamers  and 
faster  arrangements  were  being  made.  Faster 
services  were  being  run  between  New  York  and 
England,  and  also  the  mails  were  now  carried 
faster  across  the  American  continent.  Was  no 
effort  to  be  made  to  improve  the  speed  on  this 
side?  The  ocean-going  steamers  were  now 
travelling  quicker  and  quicker,  but  here  for 
some  years  to  come  they  were  to  have  just  the 
same  arrangements  as  to  speed  continued. 
That  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  utterly  stagnant 
position,  and  one  which  the  House  ought  not  to 
tolerate.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
sate  that  no  contract  for  a  faster  time  could  be 
taken  up  on  a  three-years'  contract,  then  they 
should  lengthen  the  time  to,  say,  five  years, 
if  necessary,  in  order  to  get  a  good  service. 
Constant  complaints  were  made  that  the  tun 
between  here  and  San  Francisco  was  slow,  and 
that  the  boats  were  second-class.  Surely,  with 
the  amount  of  subscription  given  by  the  dif- 
ferent colonies,  and  the  large  amount  of  trade 
there  was,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  secure  a 
better  service.  He  might  point  out  that,  if  the 
United  States  put  wool  on  the  free  list,  in  all 
probability  a  larger  amount  of  cargo  would  be 
taken  from  New  Zealand,  and  therefore  there 
would  be  a  greater  encouragement  to  put  on 
new  boats.  There  was  a  further  point  which 
he  thought  was  very  unsatisfactory.  There 
were  various  ocean-going  companies  who  were 
Mr.  Ward 


willing  to  compete,  but  they  conid  not  compete 
under  the   conditions  now  proposed.    It  was 
practically  making  an  arrangement  with  one 
firm,  and   one  firm  only,  and  renewing  that 
arrangement  from  time  to  time.    They  sboulcl 
consider  the  rival  companies  running  between 
New  Zealand  and  England,   and  arrange  for 
the  cheapening  of  the  fares  and  the  quicken- 
ing  of    the  time.     This    had    been  produced 
by  allowing  the  difierent  companies  to  com- 
pete.   Then,  there  had  been  a  cheapening  of  the- 
fares  along  the  New  Zealand  coast,  and  frooi 
here  to  Australia,  owing  to  the  same  reason. 
Why  should  not  these  other  companies  have  a, 
chance  of  competing  for  the  Fr'isco  service? 
The  resolutions  which  had  been  brought  down 
were   old-fashioned   and    unbusinesslike,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  taJice  them 
back  and  amend  them.     While  this  question 
was  before  the  House — and  he  supposed  thia 
was  the  only  chance  he  would  have  of  asking, 
the  question — he  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister 
whether  there  was  any  chance  of  this  colony 
sharing  in  any  contract  between  here  and  Van- 
couver.   It  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  im^rtant 
that  there  should  bo  some  communication  be- 
tween here  and  Vancouver,  and  that  an  open- 
ing should  be  made  for  our  produce  in  the 
Canadian  market. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  last  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  really  important  part.  He  could  not 
help  asking  himself  why  we  should  enter  into  a 
new  contract  for  three  years  in  face  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  great  change  in  the  mail-services 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  owing 
to  the  opening  of  the  Vancouver  route.  Why 
should  not  we  continue  the  old  arrangement  of 
renewing  the  present  service  from  year  to  year  ? 
For  his  own  part,  he  attached  no  importance  to 
the  trade  of  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
way  of  the  Pacific  route.  They  ought  to  have, 
it  seemed  to  him,  a  faster  mail-service  than 
they  hod  got.  It  was  useless  to  suppose,  not- 
withstandmg  a  change  in  the  American  tariff, 
that  there  would  be  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  amount  of  wool  and  other  articles  sent  by 
the  Pacific  route  and  carried  across  the  con- 
tinent to  the  Eastern  States,  where  the  manu- 
facturers were.  He  would  like  to  see  this 
mail -service  renewed  for  a  year  only,  with 
the  express  object  of  trying  to  enter  into  an. 
arrangement  for  a  Vancouver  service,  and  with 
the  object  of  trying  to  materially  quicken  the 
service  which  we  had  at  present.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  to  tie  ourselves  up  for  three  years 
to  the  old  arrangements  was  not  so  satisfactory 
as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  like  to  ask  the  Treasurer 
whether  he  would  accept  an  amendment  to 
make  Wellington  the  port  of  call. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  was  in  favour  of  adhering 
to  the  resolutions  as  they  were  framed,  leaving 
the  option  to  the  oontrEbctors. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  Government 
were  not  justified  in  entering  into  a  three  years* 
contract  to  carry  on  the  service  as  it  stood  at 
present.  He  had  travelled  several  times  by  the 
San  Francisco  route,  and  had  a  thorough  Imow- 
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ledge  of  all  the  sonoandiDg  eiroumstanoes ; 
and  he  said  emphatically  that,  as  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  passengers,  as  to  the  speed  of  the 
service,  and  as  to  the  class  of  boats,  they  were 
not  what  we  had  a  right  to  expect  for  the 
money  asked.  He  therefore  thoroughly  in- 
dorsed the  opinion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  contraot  should  not 
exceed  one  year.  The  colony  was  entitled  to 
a  much  better  return  for  its  money  than  was 
made  under  the  present  contraot.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  just  complaints  had 
been  made  as  to  the  accommodation  provided 
for  steerage  passengers.  He  himself  had  been 
a  witness  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  for 
and  the  treatment  of  steerage  passengers  on 
board  these  boats — a  condition  of  afiairs  which 
would  not  bo  tolerated  on  any  of  our  direct  ser- 
vices. It  was  not  at  all  a  creditable  condition 
of  afftdrs,  and  the  Qovemment  should  look 
into  this  matter.  He  therefore  thought  they 
should  curtail  the  period  of  the  contract  to 
one  year,  and  in  the  meantime  make  arrange- 
ments under  which  they  coidd  get  a  much 
better  passenger-  and  mail-service. 

Mr.  MILLAB  would  like  to  call  the  Minis- 
ter's attention  to  two  clauses  which  he  thought 
ought  to  be  introduced  Into  the  contract.  The 
first  was  that  we  ought  to  make  provision  that 
the  successful  contractor  should  employ  none 
but  European  labour  on  these  vessels.  At  one 
time  Chinese  firemen  were  carried,  and  the 
same  thing  might  occur  again  unless  a  clause 
was  put  in  the  contract  compelling  them  to 
earry  none  but  European  labour. 

An  Hon.  Membkb.— They  are  not  doing  that 
now. 

Mr.  MILLAB  said.  Yes  ;  there  was  a  dispute 
over  that,  and  a  similar  thing  might  occur 
again.anlesB  provision  was  made  ag&institsoc- 
ourring.  There  was  another  suggestion  which 
he  would  make — namely,  whether  a  clause 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  contract  compel- 
ling the  contractors  to  pay  the  ruling  rate  of 
wages  existing  in  New  Zealand.  The  system 
of  placing  suoh  a  condition  in  contracts  had 
been  adopted  by  the  London  County  Council 
and  other  important  public  bodies,  and  be 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  put  a  similar 
clause  in  this  contract.  That  oaght  to  be 
specified,  at  least  in  the  cose  of  the  New  Zea- 
land steamer  employed  in  the  trade.  That 
steamer  was  the  one  of  the  three  which  paid 
the  lowest  rate  of  wages.  The  other  two 
steamers  were  paying  £2  per  month  more  than 
the  New  Zealand  company  was  paying  their 
men ;  but,  in  justice  to  the  New  Zealand  com- 
pany, he  would  add  that  they  kept  on  their 
men  when  the  boat  was  at  San  Francisco, 
while  the  other  boats  discharged  theirs.  He 
thought  the  rate  of  wages  —  whatever  that 
might  be — existing  in  New  Zealand  ought  to 
be  the  rate  of  wages  paid  by  the  contractors. 
He  wonld  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether 
he  would  not  put  clauses  in  the  contract  to 
meet  the  objections  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  if  the  service 
was  going  to  be  a  success  the  accommodation 
would  have  to  be  very  considerably  improved, 
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as  the  accommodation  on  some  of  the  boats 
was  much  inferior  to  that  on  the  coastal  ser- 
vice in  this  colony.  As  regarded  the  sngges- 
tion  by  the  honourable  member  for  Chalmers 
with  reference  to  wages,  he  did  not  think  that 
we  could  very  well  insist  on  the  contractors  for 
the  service  paying  a  similar  rate  of  wages  to 
that  existing  in  this  colony.  He  supposed  the 
Spreokels  Company  must  have  a  very  large 
fleet  of  boats,  and  it  was  hardly  likely  that 
they  could  ms^e  an  exception  in  regard  to  the 
two  vessels  engaged  in  the  New  ZeE^and  trade. 
The  honourable  member  who  had  just  spoken 
appeared  to  think  that  the  Union  Company 
paid  less  than  the  American  company,  and,  if 
that  were  the  case,  it  would  appear  that  his 
suggestion  went  in  tbe  direction  of  asking  that 
the  wages  paid  on  the  American  boats  should 
be  reduced  to  the  level  of  those  paid  in  New 
Zealand.  He  did  not  think  that  they  could 
very  well  insist  on  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Postmaster-General 
if  he  could  not  improve  the  direct  service  con- 
siderably. At  present  mail-steamers  came  in 
sometimes  two  or  three  a  week,  and  then  there 
was  no  arrival  for  two  or  three  weeks.  It  was  a 
great  pity  that  some  other  arrangement  could 
not  be  made  by  which  they  could  have  a  fort- 
nightly service.  In  Melbourne  they  had  a 
mail  every  week  now. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  the  resolution  should 
be  amended  so  as  to  give  the  Government  a  free 
hand  in  dealing  with  the  mail- services,  and  he 
did  not  think  San  Francisco  should  be  fixed  as 
the  terminus.  He  thought,  if  possible,  they 
should  arrange  to  have  a  service  to  Vancouver. 
They  should  encourage  trade  to  Canada.  There 
was  no  chance  whatever  of  any  trade  with  the 
United  States,  but  we  could  export  consider- 
ably to  Canada,  and  receive  considerable  Im- 
ports from  there,  and  create  some  trade  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  At  all  events,  as 
far  as  creating  a  trade  with  America  was 
concerned,  there  was  no  chance  of  that ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  we  were  injaring  our  trade 
by  this  subsidised  service,  for  we  were  thereby 
allowing  San  Francisco  to  take  away  a  great 
deal  of  onr  island  trade.  The  boats  called 
at  Samoa,  and  by  doing  so  the  Americans 
got  a  Samoan  trade,  through  our  subsidy.  He 
suggested  that  the  honourable  member  should 
strike  out  the  words  "  a  renewal  of  the  San 
Francisco  mail-service,"  and  insert  instead  the 
words  "  a  mail-service  with  North  America." 
If  this  were  attained  the  Government  would 
have  a  free  hand,  and  they  could  open  up 
a  connection  with  Canada.  He  understood, 
from  what  took  place  at  the  Intercolonial 
Postal  Conference,  that  encouragement  was 
to  be  given  to  the  Canadian  service ;  and  he 
thought  tenders  should  be  invited,  to  see 
what  could  be  arranged  between  Canada  and 
New  Zealand.  He  always  had  held  that  a 
mail-service  should  be  maintained  between 
Canada  and  New  Zealand,  and  he  still  held 
that  very  strongly,  as  it  would  be  the  meeois  of 
establishing  a  trade  with  Canada,  which  would 
be  very  much  better  than  having  a  service  by 
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the  United  States,  which  did  nothing  to  ea- 
courage  a  trade  with  us.  He  had  only  one 
lemarlc  more,  and  that  was  with  regard  to  the 
steamers  ac  present  employed.  They  might 
not  be  swift  steamers,  but  he  had  made  the 
passage  part  of  the  way  by  the  "  Mariposa," 
and  everything  that  could  be  done  for  the 
passengers  was  done.  He  had  also  travelled  in 
the  "  Monowai,"  which  was  also  a  good  boat ; 
and  he  did  not  think  any  person  could  wish 
for  better  accommodation  than  was  offered  in 
the  present  service.  He  might  say  that  nine 
years  ago  he  had  been  in  communication  with 
the  Premier  of  Canada,  the  late  Sir  John 
Maodonald,  in  reference  to  encouraging  trade 
with  Canada.  Nothing  came  of  it  then :  and 
they  had  not  yet  had  the  official  report  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  recent  Conference  at 
Ottawa.  The  mere  fact  of  this  colony  send- 
ing a  delegate  to  that  Conference  showed  that 
they  were  desirous  of  establishing  some  trade 
relations  with  Canada,  and  here  there  was  a 
chance  of  showing  their  sincerity.  If  they 
really  wished  to  open  up  such  a  trade,  why  not 
see  if  they  could  get  steam-communication 
with  Canada  ?  It  seemed  a  waste  of  money  to 
send  a  representative  to  Ottawa,  and  now,  when 
the  opportunity  arose,  do  nothing  to  foster 
and  encourage  trade  relations.  He  believed, 
so  far  as  Canada  was  concerned,  there  was  a 
very  strong  and  warm  feeling  towards  the 
Australasian  Colonies  in  Canada,  and  from 
letters  he  had  received  he  knew  there  was  a 
very  strong  feeling  for  a  closer  alliance  be- 
tween the  Australasian  Colonies  and  the  North 
American  Colonics  of  the  Empire,  and  he  did 
hope  the  House  would  do  everything  it  could 
to  encourage  it.  That  was  really  the  way  to 
lead  up  to  a  federation  between  the  various 
colonies  of  the  Empire.  He  had  no  wish  to 
discourage  the  employment  of  New  Zealand 
steamers.  He  thought,  if  they  had  steamers 
owned  in  New  Zealand  able  to  take  any  part 
of  the  service,  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  their 
own  steamers  and  encourage  their  employment. 
The   matter  could  easily  be  arranged,  in  all 

Srobability,  between  the  owners  of  the  Union 
ompany  and  the  directors  of  a  Canadian 
service.  He  asked  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  agree  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  honourable 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  had 
stated  that  he  had  travelled  by  the  "  Mariposa," 
and  the  accommodation  and  the  treatment  of 
the  passengers  apparently  met  with  his  ap- 
proval. He  would,  however,  recollect  that 
the  saloon  cabins  extended  nearly  to  the  stern 
of  the  vessel,  and  that  the  second-  and  third- 
class  passengers  were  cooped  up  in  a  very 
small  deck-area  over  the  screw,  with  scant 
room  or  shelter.  He  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  something  should  be  done 
with  regard  to  encouraging  trade  with  Van- 
couver; but  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  refer  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  that  com- 
munication except  by  branch  boat.  He,  for 
one,  would  be  totally  opposed  to  any  contract 
which  involved  that. 
Mr.  WABD  wished  to  point  oat  to  the 
Sir  B.  SUmt 


House  what  was  the  position  of  this  matter. 
Honourable  members  appeared  to  overlook 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed, 
and  he  wished  the  House  to  understand  what 
the  effect  of  theii  vote  would  be.  If  this 
colony  were  the  only  party  to  the  contract,  as 
far  as  the  contra,ot  to  San  Francisco  was  con- 
cerned, the  proposal  of  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  would  be  all  right.  But  New 
Zealand  only  contributed  about  a  quarter  of 
the  cost  of  the  service — in  fact,  not  a  quarter — 
and  that  being  so  he  would  see  they  could  not 
control  the  whole  of  the  conditions  of  contract, 
nor  say  how  the  service  was  to  be  carried  on, 
without  having  the  assistance  and  assent  of 
the  other  parties  to  the  contract.  New  Sonth 
Wales  contributed  £4,000,  and  Oreat  Britaiix 
in  round  nuipbers  £5,000,  the  United  States 
£12,000,  and  New  Zealand  contributed  last 
year  £7,811.  The  position  was  this :  Honour- 
able members  appeared  to  overlook  the  fao6 
that  New  South  Wales  was  a  party  to  the 
San  Francisco  contract,  cks  well  as  New  Zea- 
land. That  c<^ony  had  also  entered  into  a 
contract  for  three  years  for  a  service  be- 
tween New  South  Wales  and  Vancouver.  The 
Government  bad  offered,  on  behalf  of  this 
colony,  to  give  a  contribution  of  £10,000  a 
year  for  a  service  vid  Vancouver,  and  the 
delegate  who  represented  the  colony  at  Ottawa 
was  authorised  to  offer,  if  necessary,  more  than 
12  30  ^^^^  '"  order  to  obtain  such  a  service. 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  they  were 
not  going  to  obtain  the  Vancouver  service  by 
knocking  the  San  Francisco  service  on  the 
head.  The  object  of  the  colony  ought  to  be, 
instead  of  having  merely  a  monthly  service 
via  San  Francisco,  to  have  a  fortnightly  al- 
ternative service  between  New  Zealand  and 
Vancouver  and  San  Francisco;  and,  instead 
of  destroying  the  San  Francisco  service,  the 
object  ought  rather  to  be  to  add  another  string 
to  our  bow  and  have  a  fortnightly  service 
alternating  with  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver. 
The  amendment  of  the  honourable  member, 
he  was  sure,  would  not  do  what  he  wanted; 
it  would  not  improve  the  matter  at  all.  In 
the  first  place,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do 
what  the  honourable  member  suggested.  There 
was  now  only  eighteen  days  to  run  before  the 
contract  for  the  San  Fiancisco  service  expired. 
They  had  to  renew  the  contract  for  the  service, 
and,  if  the  simendment  were  carried,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  obtain  a  service  vi&  Vancouver 
in  one  month  or  two  months.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  colony  would  not  be  justified 
in  relinquishing  the  service  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  more  especially  when,  owing 
to  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  wool  in  that 
country,  there  never  was  a  time  when  it  was 
more  essential  to  encourage  this  service  than 
now.  Formerly,  when  the  high  tariffs  of  the 
United  States  were  against  us,  in  his  opinion 
the  system  that  obtained  of  fixed  payment  of  a 
very  large  subsidy  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
San  Francisco  service  was  quite  unnecessary; 
but  the  system  of  payment  had  now  been  en- 
tirely changed,  and  he  thought  the  connection 
should,  on  the  moderate  payments  now  made, 
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be  maintained.  And,  while  honourable  mem- 
bers were  anxions  to  obtain  a  better  service, 
he  wished  to  point  out  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Otaki  especially  that  there  was  now  a 
weekly  service  between  this  colony  and  Eng- 
land by  the  Federal  route. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  it  was  intermittent. 

Mr.  WABD  admitted  it  was  intermittent. 
And  if  they  were  to  subsidise  a  service  by  the 
eastern  route  which  was  not  to  be  inter- 
mittent, the  colony  would  have  to  contribute 
£25,000  a  year  more  at  the  very  lowest  esti- 
mate. They  had  an  estimate  of  the  full  posi- 
tion. It  would  cost  over  £19,000  a  year  from 
Australia  to  London  and  from  London  to  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  cost  of  the  service  between  here 
and  Australia  would  be  about  £8,000,  making 
£27,000 ;  so  that  it  would,  at  the  lowest,  cost 
not  less  than  £25,000  a  year.  Our  difficulty 
was  this:  If  we  wanted  to  maintun  this  San 
Francisco  service  it  would  only  cost  us  about 
£8,000  a  year,  but  we  must  have  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  United  States,  with  its  contribution 
of  £12,000  a  year,  and  the  co-operation  of  New 
South  Wales  and  the  other  colonies.  Well,  if 
we  now  decided  to  abandon  the  service  and 
afterwards  wished  to  resume  it,  seeing  that 
the  other  colonies  had  already  got  the  Van- 
•couver  service,  New  Zealand  would  have  to 
maintain  the  San  Francisco  service  alone. 
He  asked  the  House  to  remember  that  when 
considering  the  matter.  There  was  another 
point  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Chalmers,  about  European  crews  being  carried 
on  mail-steamers.  He  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  our  difficulty  was — the 
Union  Company's  steamers,  of  course,  did 
not  carry  any  but  European  crews — that  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  such  a  condition  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  desired  could  not  be 
imposed,  as  the  other  party  carrying  on  the 
contract  was  outside  the  colony,  and  our  con- 
tribution to  the  service  was  not  large  enough 
to  justify  more  than  the  provision  that  at  least 
one  New  Zealand  steamer  in  three  should  be 
■employed.  Consequently,  while  the  Govern- 
ment were  anxious  to  put  in  such  a  desir- 
able condition,  we  had  to  fully  recognise  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  were 
placed.  He  disagreed  with  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs. 
He  (Mr.  Ward)  said  that,  if  they  were  going  to 
enter  into  the  service  for  the  first  time,  he  him- 
self would  be  very  sorry  to  agree  to  any  subsidy 
being  paid  except  to  steamers  that  were  locally 
owned.  If  they  were  going  to  pay  large 
sums  of  money,  it  was  surely  bad  policy  that 
outside  liners  should  receive  heavy  subsidies 
from  the  colony.  He  would  prefer  to  pay  these 
moneys  to  steamers  that  were  locally  owned. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — None  of  these  steamers 
is  locally  owned. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  meant  by  "  locally  owned  " 
those  that  were  employing  local  people,  and 
steamers  that  spent  the  bulk  of  their  money  in 
the  colony,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Union 
Company.  He  thought  this  was  calculated 
to  do  more  good  than  to  allow  the  money  to 
go  out  of  the  colony.    He  held  that  the  service 


should  only  be  obtained  by  a  reasonable  con- 
tribution being  paid,  and  having  got  a  service 
for  a  subsidy  which,  calculated  at  the  weight  of 
the  mail-matter  carried,  amounted  to  less  than 
£8,000  a  year,  he  considered  it  was  a  very  cheap 
service.  He  was  sorry  that  he  could  not  meet 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Dutfaie)  in  his  suggestion  for  the  reduction  of 
the  limit  of  forty-eight  hours  after  which  the 
penalties  for  late  delivery  were  to  be  enforced. 
The  steamers  were  sometimes  thirty-six  hours 
over  the  time  now,  and,  as  the  colony  allowed 
nothing  in  the  way  of  bonus  for  arriving  be- 
fore  contract  date,  it  would  not  be  fair,  when 
they  were  not  giving  this  bonus,  to  mulct  them 
for  being  a  little  over  the  time.  Unavoidable 
accidents  sometimes  happened.  One  of  the 
steamers  recently  broke  down  and  was  con- 
sequently late ;  but  the  risks  of  missing  the 
steamers,  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred,  were  very  few.  In  the  case  of  a  break- 
down it  was  unavoidable.  The  object  of  arriv- 
ing at  San  Francisco  on  the  fixed  date  was, 
of  course,  to  enable  connection  to  be  made 
with  the  fast  steamers  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool,  and  they  generally  were  caught. 
Unless  we  were  prepared  to  offer  some  induce- 
ment for  the  steamers  to  arrive  before  their 
due  time  we  must  allow  them  some  latitude 
when  they  arrived  late. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  resolution." 
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Harris 
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Houston 
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Kelly,  W. 
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Nobs,  16. 

Pinkerton. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W 

Bussell,  W.  B 

Bell 

Joyce 

Wilson. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Flatman 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Qreen 

Pirani 

Hutchison,  G. 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Stout. 

Majority  for  31. 

Words  retained. 

Captain  BUSSELL  moved.  That  the  word 
"  three,"  in  the  first  resolution,  be  struck  out, 
with  the  view  of  substituting  "one."  Hedid 
not  do  this  in  a  spirit  of  factious  opposition, 
but  they  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  service 
would  go  on  quite  as  well  whether  they  entered 
into  arrangements  for  one  or  for  three  yetirs. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  competition 
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between  the  Son  Francisco  and  Vanoouvei 
services  would  increase,  and  it  stood  to  reason 
that  the  colony  wskS  likely  to  get  better  terms 
at  the  end  of  a  year  than  it  could  get  now,  and 
the  San  Francisco  service  would  go  on  in  iden- 
tically the  same  way  whether  the  term  was  for 
one  or  for  three  years.  Therefore  be  moved 
that  the  "  three  "  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  whether  or  not, 
seeing  the  present  arrangement  expired  in 
eighteen  days,  the  Postmaster-General  had  not 
virtually  made  this  contract  and  was  now  ask- 
ing the  House  to  formally  ratify  it. 

Mr.  W.^BD,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  said  that  honourable 
gentleman,  when  he  spoke  of  better  terms  being 
arranged  for  at  the  end  of  a  year,  had  over- 
looked the  fact  that  the  colony  was  not  now 
paying  a  subsidy  at  all.  It  was  simply  paying 
11a.  a  pound  on  the  mail-matter  cuiied.  The 
colony  could  not  enter  into  a  contract  for  a 
year.  Spreckela  and  ,the  Union  Company  held 
that  the  contribution  was  too  low  now,  and 
they  asked  for  a  contract  extending  over  a 
greater  number  of  years  than  was  specified  in 
the  resolutions.  If  one  year's  contract  was 
stipulated  for,  the  probability  was  there  would 
be  no  service  at  all. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  was  generally  the  case 
with  contractors  that  if  a  contract  was  offered 
to  them,  and  they  were  asked  to  taJce  it  or 
leave  it,  they  generally  took  it,  and  he  believed 
that  would  be  the  case  if  the  contract  were 
limited  to  one  year. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  it  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  inferred  that  he  had  entered  into 
an  arrangement,  and  now  wanted  Parliament 
simply  to  ratify  it,  he  might  say  that  there  was 
no  such  arrangement  in  existence,  either  im- 
plied or  otherwise. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  an  arrangement  for 
one  year  would  be  sufficient.  The  time-table 
arrangements  of  the  San  Francisco  service  were 
very  bad  indeed,  and  in  the  case  of  Wellington 
it  took  nearly  three  weeks  before  replies  could 
be  sent  to  letters  received  by  that  service.  It 
was  not  advisable  for  the  colony  to  tie  itself  up 
by  a  three  years'  engagement,  and  he  hoped 
the  amendment  to  reduce  the  term  to  one 
year  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  point  out  how 
unbusinesslike  the  Postmaster  -  General  had 
been  in  this  matter  in  leaving  it  over  until 
within  eighteen  days  of  the  expiration  of  the 
contract.  He  could  not  suppose  that  even  if 
they  refused  to  give  a  three  years'  contract  the 
steamers  would  cease  running ,  but,  so  as  not 
to  bind  the  colony  to  a  contract  for  three  years 
if  a  lesser  period  could  be  arranged,  he  would 
suggest  that  the  clause  should  read  as  giving 
the  Government  discretion  to  arrange  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  years.  The  service 
was  highly  unsatisfactory.  It  was  the  worst 
ill  the  world.  In  fact,  one  might  say  it  was 
not  up  to  date  in  any  one  particular. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman's 

ideas  of  business  and  his  own  were  different. 

The  House  might  depend  upon  it  that  the 

whole  business  would  be  carried  out  in  a  busi- 

Captain  ButseU 


nesslike  way,  and  next  year,  if  it  were  found 
that  he  had  not  carried  it  out  in  a  businesslike 
way,  he  of  course  would  have  to  stand  the  con- 
sequences. The  eighteen  days  were  quite  e^mplo- 
to  settle  this  cm:  many  other  importaiit  matters. 
It  did  not  take  a  year  to  do  these  things,  because 
nowadays  they  went  on  faster  tlian  formerly. 
He  might  say  that  the  contractors  absolateiy 
refused  before  to  enter  into  a  three  years'  con- 
tract. They  wanted  a  longer  time,  and  they 
had  asked  for  a  longer  term  now.  He  was  nob 
quite  sure  that  they  would  agree  even  for  three 
years.  As  to  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  that  the  service  was  not 
quite  up  to  date,  the  honourable  gentleman 
overlooked  the  fact  that  this  service  was  a  veiy 
cheap  one.  The  services  to  the  Australian 
Colonies  cost  £170,000  a  year,  and  in  New 
Zealand  they  only  paid  £7,900  for  last  year's. 
Originally  the  colony  paid  by  year  a  fixed  sub- 
sidy of  £S7,000,  when  really  there  was  no  jus- 
tification for  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  service  to  Australia  was  ^ 
weekly  one,  and  their  steamers  ran  870  miles- 
a  day,  whilst  the  "  Mariposa  "  ran  only  813. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman, 
was  incorrect.  The  Peninsula  and  Oriental 
service  was  a  fortnightly  one.  If  they  liked 
to  have  a  service  such  as  that,  and  steamers 
running  870  miles  a  day,  then  the  colony  would 
have  to  pay  at  least  £100,000  a  year  for  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
one  year,  in  the  hope  that  something  would  be 
done  for  the  Canadian  service.  He  strongly 
urged  that  this  service  ought  to  be  encouraged. 
A  branch  service  from  Honolulu  would  be  quite 
ample  for  those  who  wished  to  go  from  here  ta 
San  Francisco.  There  were  steamers  running, 
fortnightly  between  Honolulu  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  he  did  not  see  why  an  effort  should 
not  be  made  to  connect  New  Zealand  with  the 
Vancouver  service.  If  the  Vancouver  steamers 
were  timed  to  arrive  at  Honolulu  at  the  same 
time  as  the  San  Francisco  steamers,  then  those 
who  chose  to  go  via  Canada  instead  of  3an 
Francisco  could  do  so. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  was  afraid  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  would  not  be  carried,  and  ha  therefore 
begged  to  move,  as  an  antecedent  amendment. 
That  the  words  "not  exceeding"  be  inserted 
before  "  three  years."  Possibly  the  Post- 
master-General would  be  able  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  a  less  extensive  period  than 
three  years. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  accept  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  amendment. 

Words  "  not  exceeding  "  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  '  three  years '  stand  part  of 
the  resolution." 
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Nobs,  17. 
Allen  Hutchison,  O.  Bussell,  W.  B. 

Bell  Hutchison,  W.  Stout 

Buick  Kelly,  J.  W.      Wilson. 

Duthie  McNab  Tellers. 

Fraser  Newman  Buchanan 

Oreen  Bussell,  Q.  W.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  25. 

Words  retained,  and  resolution  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

„  q„        Besolutions  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  Besolution  4 
be  agreed  to. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  ha  should  like  to 
know  why  they  should  be  compelled  to  eSeot 
an  arrangement  with  a  New  Zealand  steamer. 
He  could  not  see  any  reason  for  it,  and  would 
move  that  Resolution  4  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  American  law  was  that 
a  subsidy  was  not  to  be  given  unless  it  was  to 
American  vessels.  Here  the  proposal  was  that 
one  of  the  three  vessels  should  be  New-Zealand- 
owned.  Unless  the  £12,000  a  year  paid  by  the 
United  States  was  continued  the  service  would 
'drop. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  understood  that 
-quite  clearly,  but  the  assumption  seemed  to 
be,  la  reading  this  resolution,  that  there  was 
going  to  be  some  benefit.  Seeing  that  New 
Zealand  was  only  a  port  of  coU,  that  the 
.termini  were  in  San  Francisco  and  Australia, 
and  that  we  had  no  New  -  Zealand  -  owned 
«teamcrs  in  this  business,  he  could  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  clause  at  all.  They  would 
-derive  no  real  benefit  from  it,  and  were 
hampering  themselves  in  a  negotiation  they 
wished  to  enter  into. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  Besolution  i  be  agreed  to." 


Atbs,  37. 

Bnddo 

Larnach 

Pinkerton 

•Carnell 

Masliu 

Pirani 

Crowther 

McGowan 

Bussell,  G.  W 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  3. 

Stevens 

Platman 

McTiachlan 

Steward 

-Oraliam 

MoNab 

Tanner 

Heke 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Hogg 

Mitchelson 

Ward 

Houston 

Montgomery 

WillU. 

Joyce 

Morrison 

Kelly,  3.  W. 

O'Began 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  W. 

O'Borke 

Lawry 

Lang 

Parata 
Noes,  10. 

Mills. 

Bell 

Hutchison,  Q 

Tellers. 
Newman 
Wilson. 

Buchanan 
Button 

Massey 
McGuire 

Oreen 

Bussell,  W.  R 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Hall  Te  Ao 

Seddon  Duthie 

Smith,  E.  M.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  27. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

On  the  question.  That  Besolution  5  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  PIBANI  proposed  to  amend  this  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  Auckland  or  "  and  the 
words  "  at  the  option  of  the  contractor,"  with 
the  view  of  having  Wellington  as  the  port  of 
call. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  like  to  refer  to 
the  undue  length  of  time  allowed  for  the  pas- 
sage between  Auckland  and  San  Francisco — 
eighteen  days.  It  was  monstrous  that  they 
should  be  bound  to  the  same  time  as  under  the 
old  contract  made  three  years  ago,  seeing  that 
every  other  service  was  advancing  in  speed. 
The  last  contract  entered  into  by  New  South 
Wales  with  reference  to  the  Pacific  service, 
vid  Vancouver,  —  a  much  longer  route,  —  was 
for  twenty  days  from  Sydney,  including  a  day's 
detention  at  Honolulu.  He  was  rather  sur- 
prised at  the  moderation  of  this  contract,  in 
allowing  an  alternative  between  Auckland  and 
Wellington  as  the  port  of  call  in  the  colony : 
he  wondered  that  Dunedin  was  not  insisted 
on,  that  being  the  head-quarters  of  the  Union 
Company. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  it  was  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Treasurer  that  the  so-called 
New  Zealand  steamer  to  be  employed  was  one 
that  was  now  being  built  for  the  Union  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  "  Monowai,"  being  too  slow, 
was  to  be  put  into  the  New  Zealand  trade. 
With  the  new  steamer  they  could  easily  give 
the  increased  speed  which  was  so  much  re- 
quired, and  the  present  slow  time  was  therefore 
to  be  retained  for  the  benefit  of  the  American 
steamers. 

Mr.  WABD  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  bad  heard  nothing  of  this. 
He  understood  that  the  "  Monowai "  was  the 
steamer  that  was  to  continue  running. 

Captain  BUSSELL  did  not  suppose  the 
Auckland  members  would  feel  aggrieved  at  the 
amendment.  The  matter  was  one  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  colony,  and  not  a  mere 
question  of  Auckland  verstu  Wellington.  The 
fact  remained  that,  unfortunately,  Auckland 
was  out  off,  so  far  as  railway-communication 
was  concerned,  from  the  rest  of  the  colony, 
and  he  was  afraid  would  remain  so  for  the  next 
five  years— at  any  rate,  for  the  next  three.  The 
San  Francisco  mail  arrived  at  Auckland  on  the 
previous  day,  and  was  due  in  Wellington  at 
ten  o'clock  p.m.  that  day,  but  that  was  de- 
pendent entirely  upon  the  winds  and  waves 
aSecting  the  Manukau  bar,  and  the  dif&culties 
of  coastal  navigation ;  whereas  if  the  mail  came 
to  Wellington  direct,  which  was  not  much 
further  than  Auckland,  there  could  be  steamers 
here  which  would  deliver  the  mail  in  the 
South  Island,  on  both  east  and  west  coasts, 
within  a  few  hours   of  its  arrival,  and,   by 
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metms  of  railway-communicfttion,  the  vhole 
of  the  southern  portion  of  the  North  Island 
wonld  receive  their  mail  about  thirty-six 
hours  before  they  received  it  after  delivery  of 
the  mail  at  Auckland.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  company  was  very  anxious  to  go  to  Auck- 
land ;  but  they  need  not  consider  that.  What 
they  ought  to  look  at  was,  how  they  oould  moat 
easily  distribute  the  letters  in  the  least  possible 
time  after  their  arrival  in  the  North  Island. 
For  years  and  years  they  had  suffered  from  the 
fact  of  the  mail  being  delivered  at  Auckland, 
and  the  great  bulk  of  the  population  of  the 
colony  had  not  received  its  mail  in  consequence 
for  at  least  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours 
later  than  it  should  have  been  after  the  arrival 
of  the  mail  in  the  colony.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion as  between  the  two  places,  but  what  was 
best  for  the  whole  colony,  and  there  could  be 
nc  doubt  that  a  central  port,  from  which 
letters  could  be  distributed  north,  south,  east, 
and  west,  was  the  proper  place  for  the  mail  to 
arrive  at.  That  bemg  the  case,  Wellington  was 
the  proper  place  for  the  first  port  of  arrival. 

Mr.  LAWBY  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  had  made  a  most  illogical 
speech,  as  he  ignored  the  fact  that  time  was 
the  essence  in  a  contract,  and  why  had  he  not 
told  the  Committee  that  it  would  take  nearly 
twenty-four  hours  longer  for  steamers  to  come 
to  Wellington  than  to  go  to  Auckland  from 
rr'isoo  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Well,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  illogical  in  the  statement  he  made 
that  the  steamers  might  be  detained  by  wind 
and  weather  on  the  voyage  to  Auckland,  when 
that  might  apply  to  Wellington  also.  The 
centralisation  of  everything  in  Wellington  hod 
been,  in  his  opinion,  a  curse  to  the  whole 
colony,  and  ever  since  he  had  occupied  a  seat 
in  the  House  he  had  opposed  it;  and  he  also 
considered  that  if  the  City  of  Wellington  were 
disfranchised,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
Washington,  United  States,  and  if  not  a  single 
Wellington  member  held  a  seat  in  the  House, 
it  would  be  very  much  better  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  travelling  wide  of  the  question. 

Mr.  LAWRY  understood  that  there  were  a 
section  of  members  of  that  House  who  were 
opposed  to  the  Union  Company,  and  he  had 
heard  it  stated  in  the  lobbies  that  every  man 
who  voted  against  the  proposal  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  voting  against  a  gentleman 
who  held  a  scat  in  another  place.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  moil-services,  he  was 
prepared  to  support  any  proposal  that  would 
give  New  Zealand  the  best  mail-service  avail- 
able, and  that  could  only  be  accomplished  by 
making  Auckland  the  port  of  call.  He  had  on 
many  occasions  voted  against  the  interests  of 
his  constituents,  believing  certain  proposals 
were  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
colony,  and  he  took  the  same  view  in  connec- 
tion with  the  moil-services.  Every  time  this 
question  of  the  mail-service  cropped  up  there 
was  a  phalanx  of  Wellington  members,  sup- 
Captain  Russell 


ported  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who 
were  opposed  to  making  Auckland  the  port  of 
call ;  and  he  would  like  the  whole  country  to 
know  the  position  the  leader  of  the  Opposiciou 
had  taken  up  in  the  matter,  and,  so  far  a» 
Auckland  was  concerned,  he  would  like  it  to 
remember  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  aspired  to  occupy  the 
position  of  Premier  of  the  colony.  He  did  not 
think  that  Auckland  was  likely  to  overlook  or 
to  forget  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  like  to  a*  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  wished  to 
make  this  a  fight  of  Auckland  versus  the  rest  of 
the  colony,  because  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  a  speech  calculated  to  do  that,  and 
calculated  to  cause  his  (Mr.  Mackenzie's)  side 
of  the  House  to  resent  his  remarks  against  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  himself  would 
not  be  a  party  to  giving  a  block  vote  against 
Auckland  in  this  matter.  They  had  feelings 
of  liberty  and  justice  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  were  not  going  to  be  cajoled  by  one  man 
or  browbeaten  and  intimidated  by  another. 
They  intended  to  be  very  open  on  the  motter, 
and  would  not  allow  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  influence  their  votes. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  proposed  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston,  but  he  had  been  almost  per- 
suaded to  vote  for  it  by  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  the  resolution  should 
stand  as  it  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
he  considered  it  a  great  pity  that  this  wretched 
feeling  of  Auckland  versus  Wellington  should 
be  introduced  into  the  discussion.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  change  should  be  made  in  the 
resolution,  as  the  contractors,  if  they  thought 
it  best,  could  select  Wellington  as  the  port  of 
call. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  '  Auckland  or '  stand  part 
of  the  resolution." 
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Majority  for,  41. 

Words  retained,  and  amendment  negatived. 
Captain  BUSSELL  moved  to  strike 
out  "  forty-eight  hours,"  in  paragraph 
5,  with  a  view  of  inseitiog  "  twenty-four  hours." 
He  thought  the  House  should  consent  to  that, 
because,  if  the  steamers  were  allowed  to  ar- 
rive forty-eight  hours  late  without  a  penalty, 
it  would  he  a  distinct  inducement  to  them  to 
come  at  a  slower  pace,  and  if  there  were  no 
penalty  there  would  be  no  incentive  to  a 
speedy  delivery  of  the  mails.  As  it  was  ob- 
jected, quite  rightly,  that  it  took  so  long  to  dis- 
tribute the  mails  throughout  the  colony,  it 
was  important  that  the  steamers  should  arrive 
punctually,  to  enable  people  to  answer  their 
fetters  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  would  also, 
if  that  amendment  were  cairried,  propose  to  add 
at  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  "  but  hours  for  ar- 
rival prior  to  contract  time  on  any  voyage  out, 
not  exceeding  twelve,  may  be  allowed  as  a  set- 
off at  the  same  rate  against  penalties  for  late 
arrival." 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  whom  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
moved  this  amendment  had  spoken  to  him 
about  it,  and  he  had  replied  that  he  regretted 
he  could  not  see  his  way  to  accept  it,  for  this 
teason :  that  the  conditions  of  the  contrEu^t  pro- 
vided that  no  bonus  for  early  arrival  should  be 
paid  to  the  steamer.  There  had  formerly  been 
such  a  bonus,  but  this  had  been  abolished,  and 
the  allowance  of  forty-eight  hours  in  the  case 
of  late  arrival  was  therefore  only  fair  and 
reasonable.  He  had  mentioned  before  that 
the  average  time  for  twelve  months  was  S3-1S 
days  from  London  to  Auckland,  and  3388  days 
from  Auckland  to  London.  It  was  only  in  the 
case  of  accident  or  other  unavoidable  cause 
that  the  steamer  was  late.  There  was  a  very 
heavy  penalty  for  arrival  over  the  forty-eight 
hours.  The  whole  service  was  based  on  a  low 
scale ;  if  it  were  on  a  higher  scale,  on  which 
there  was  a  larger  margin,  he  might  be  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  less  time  being  allowed. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  time  taken  by 
the  steamer  was  much  too  long.  The  service 
between  Liverpool  and  New  York,  which  was 
more  than  half  the  distance  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  colony,  was  completed  in 
six  days,  and  it  was  surely  unreasonable  to 
allow  twenty-two  days  for  less  than  double  the 
distance,  and  that  was  what  was  provided  by 
the  contract.  His  experience  of  the  route  was 
that  the  steamers  took  too  much  time.  On 
one  occasion  when  he  had  been  on  board  they 
had  slowed  down  to  half-  and  quarter-speed  for 
several  days, 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  that  when  he  had  been  ad- 
dressing the  Committee  previously  he  had 
been  most  unfairly  accused  of  tiring  to  get  up 
»  fight  between  Auckland  and  Wellington. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  his  thoughts; 
but  he  woald  like  to  point  out  to  the  country 


that  an  insidious  attack  had  been  made  upon 
the  San  f  rancisco  service  by  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  with  the  idea  of  killing 
it  in  order  to  have  a  direct  service  between  Van- 
couver and  Wellington.  He  bad  now  made  it 
appear  to  the  Committee,  and,  he  believed,  to 
the  country,  what  these  honourable  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  do  if  they  had  the  power,  and, 
having  done  that,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  if  he  rightly 
understood  the  Postmoster-Oeneral  to  say  that 
forty-eight  hours  was  the  overtime  specified  in 
the  contract.  ' 

Mr.  WABD  said  there  was  no  contract.  It 
was  proposed  that  forty-eight  hours  should  be 
inserted  in  the  event  of  a  contract  being  entered 
into. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked,  what  was  the  term  in 
the  contract  now  ?    Was  it  twenty-four  hours  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Forty-eight  hours. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  then  the  Post- 
master-General was  incorrect.  The  time  al- 
lowed for  the  trip  was  eighteen  days,  and  the 
margin  was  forty-eight  hours. 

Mr.  WABD  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  refer  to  a  contract  not  in  ex- 
istence. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  would  point  out  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  these  steamers  were  occasionally,  as 
was  admitted  by  the  Postmaster-General,  late 
in  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  and  consequently 
missed  the  fast  steamers  that  ran  across  the 
Atlantic.  This  was  very  awkward  for  those 
business  people  in  the  colony  who  expected 
to  receive  replies  by  cable  to  correspondence 
which  was  despatched  in  order  to  catch  those 
fast  steamers.  The  present  San  Francisco 
service  was  not  a  fast  service,  but  the  best 
ought  to  be  made  of  it,  and  he  thought,  if 
twenty-four  hours  was  stated  as  the  margin 
for  late  arrival,  that  was  a  reasonable  time 
considering  the  shortness  of  the  voyage  to  San 
Francisco.  Then  they  would  have  steamers  in 
good  repair,  and  not  have  these  breakdowns 
taking  place.  The  suggestion  was  a  fair  one, 
and  he  was  sorry  the  Postmaster-General  did 
not  agree  to  it.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  agree  to  it. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  forty-eight '  stand  part  of  the 
question." 

Ates,  46. 
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Majority  for,  31. 

Words  retained,  and  resolution  agreed  to. 

Jiesolution  6  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  reported. 

On  the  question.  That  the  resolutions  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Mr.  G.  HUXCHISON  desired  to  record  his 
protest  against  this  contract,  which  was,  in 
literal  terms,  the  contract  that  was  authorised 
three  years  ago.  In  the  interval  every  other 
service  had  been  accelerated,  but  there  was  to 
be  no  change  in  respect  of  their  communica- 
tion with  England  vid  San  Francisco.  Al- 
though the  world  was  moving,  and  although 
the  "all-red  line"  was  the  line  for  us,  they 
were  about  to  renew  the  Union  Company- 
Spreckels  contract  for  another  three  years  at 
the  same  old  rate  of  payment  and  the  same 
old  rate  of  time.  He  thought  they  ha,d  a  right 
to  expect  that  the  Postmaster-General  would 
have  something  better  to  propose  to  them  this 
session  than  a  repetition  of  the  old  terms.  It 
suggested  that  this  colony  was  in  the  grip  of  a 
monopoly,  and  was  unable  to  shake  itself  free 
from  it — under  present  conditions  at  any  rate. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  be  able  to  emanci- 
pate themselves  by  this  time.  He  had  sug- 
gested in  Committee  that  it  was  unbusinesslike 
to  ask  this  Parliament  eighteen  days  from  the 
expiration  of  the  present  contract  to  submit 
terms  to  this  monopoly  for  a  new  contract. 
The  Treasurer  asserted  that  there  had  been  no 
arrangement  made  with  the  view  of  continuing 
this  service,  and  quite  seriously  he  (Mr.  Hut- 
chison) had  proposed,  in  view  of  that  fact,  that 
it  might  be  desirable  to  add  a  few  words  to  the 
clause  as  to  the  rate  of  payment  at  lis.  the 
pound  weight,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
such  other  amount  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Union  Company  might  demand  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  Spreckels.  Although  almost  ab- 
surd, such  a  proposition  indicated  pretty  cor- 
rectly the  position  of  the  colony  with  regard  to 
this  mail-service.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  took  it 
that  the  whole  of  this  matter  had  practically 
been  arranged.  They  had  already,  weeks  ago, 
on  passing  the  estimates  for  the  year,  voted  an 
increase  for  this  very  service,  and  they  did  this 
to  allow  this  service  to  remain  stationary  as  to 
speed,  and  backward  as  to  accommodation.  It 
would  follow  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events 
that  there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of 
this  service  to  the  colony  from  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  other  colonies  that  formerly  contri- 
buted were  now  sending  their  letters  by  another 
route — the  Sydney  and  Vancouver  route.  The 
increase  in  the  estimates  alone  for  this  year 
was  over  £2,000,  and  probably  would  be  more 


from  the  cause  he  had  just  mentioned.  It  1 
much  to  be  deplored  that  this  colony  should  be 
in  the  position  of  having  to  renew  the  existing 
contract  under  the  conditions  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  indorsed  the  opinionB 
expressed  by  the  last  speaker.  This  San  Fran- 
cisco service  was  the  favourite  child  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  one  time. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — He  tried  to  strangle  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  was  the  ex^ 
planation,  because  from  the  time  he  moved 
those  important  resolutions  in  the  House  until 
now  there  had  been  no  improvement  whatever 
in  the  service.  From  the  time  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  that  speech  until  this  there 
had  been  a  gradual  increase  of  profit.  At  any 
rate,  there  was  a  lessened  expenditure  to  the 
colony,  owing  to  outside  assistance,  since  the 
honourable  gentleman  came  into  office,  but  the 
improvements  which  they  were  justified  in  ex- 
pecting from  his  previous  statements  had  ended 
in  thin  air;  and  now  they  were  to  be  com- 
mitted for  three  years  to  a  slow-going  servioe 
which  was  long  behind  the  times.  If  the  ser- 
vioe were  to  be  subsidised,  not  more  than  fifteen 
or  sixteen  days  should  be  allowed  between  San 
Francisco  and  Auckland.  The  San  Francisco 
service  ought  to  be  a  great  agency  toward* 
bringing  tourists  to  this  colony ;  but  if  it  were 
to  be  continued  at  no  greater  speed  they  could 
not  expect  any  assistance  to  their  tourist  traffic 
from  this  source.  It  had  not  opened  up  trade 
with  America,  and  there  was  very  little  chance 
of  its  doing  anything  in  that  direction.  There 
was  absolutely  no  reason  to  continue  this  ex- 
pensive service  at  the  present  slow  rate  of 
speed. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  point  out  that 
three  years  ago  the  contract  was  renewed  on 
existing  lines,  therefore  the  contract  had  been 
in  existence  for  six  years  at  the  present  slow 
rate  of  speed ;  and  now  it  was  renewed  for  three 
years  longer.  It  might  be  said  that  the  service 
would  be  going  on  for  nine  years  altogether  at 
the  present  slow  rate ;  and,  when  one  looked  to 
the  way  in  which  the  mails  were  expedited 
from  Vancouver  to  New  York  it  was  extra- 
ordinary that  the  Postmaster -General  could 
bring  dovm  proposals  like  these.  Three  years 
ago  he  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tractors would  do  what  they  liked — that  they 
would  fix  up  all  this  contract  beforehand,  and 
the  House  would  simply  be  asked  to  ratiJEy  it. 
It  was  simply  a  case  of  what  the  contractors 
wanted,  and  not  what  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony.  If  the  Postmaster-General  had  adver- 
tised the  service,  and  made  proper  conditions 
other  than  those  contained  in  these  proposals, 
he  would  have  got  a  service  three  or  four  days 
shorter  than  the  time  at  present  stipulated  for. 
The  worst  thing  about  the  whole  matter  was 
that  this  arrangement  was  made  not  by  publio 
tender  or  contract,  but  by  private  arrangement 
between  the  Government  and  a  private  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  nothing  could  be 
more  significeLUt  them  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
steamers  running  on   this   mail-service  wer* 
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little  better  than  aomo  o{  the  local  steamers 
running  round  the  coasts  of  Now  Zealand  and 
Australia. 

An  Hon.  Meubub. — Not  so  good. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  deny  that  the  accommodation 
on  board  these  steamers  {or  second-class  pas- 
sengers was  not  what  it  should  be,  and  he 
coald  not  deny  that  the  accommodation  gene- 
rally was  such  as  would  not  encourage  the 
tourist  traffic  to  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  very  rightly  alluded.  The  question 
of  monopoly  had  been  raised.  They  had  indi- 
cations of  the  same  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  in  other  directions  as  well  as 
this,  and  he  feared  that  before  this  session  was 
brought  to  a  close  they  would  have  to  suffer 
still  further  from  Government  action  in  a 
similarly  injurious  direction.  He  was  not  per- 
mitted to  allude  more  particularly  to  what  he 
meant,  but  honourable  members  would  very 
readily  understand  what  he  was  referring  to ; 
and  it  was  a  very  unfortunate  thing  indeed  to 
have  the  interests  of  the  colony  committed  to 
honourable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  who 
took  so  little  trouble  to  protect  them.  The 
honourable'  gentleman  should  have  agreed  to 
a  twelve  months'  contract,  and  then  he  would 
have  been  in  a  position  to  conclude  an  im- 
proved one  later  on.  He  would,  therefore, 
oppose  what  was  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  was  very  cool,  he  thought,  in  some  re- 
spects in  making  assertions  in  the  House,  and 
the  thinness  of  the  notion  he  hod  of  endeavour- 
ing to  make  out  that  the  Government  was  bol- 
stering up  a  monopoly  in  this  matter  was  too 
transparent.  If  he  imagined  that  by  such  in- 
sinuations he  was  going  to  prevent  him  (Mr. 
Ward)  from  doing  what  he  considered  was  right 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  under  a  serious 
mistake.  He  would  like  to  point  out  how  far 
these  strictures  were  justified  by  looking  into 
the  facts.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  his 
desire  to  politically  injure  the  Government, 
had  endeavoured  to  moke  statements  of  a 
damaging  character  which  could  be  construed 
or  misconstrued  by  those  desiring  to  do  the 
Government  an  injury  into  a  charge  of  favour- 
itism. If  the  honourable  gentleman  took  the 
trouble  to  inquire  into  the  matter  he  would 
find  that  he  bad  made  very  unreliable  state- 
ments, which  he  was  not  justified  in  making, 
as  the  facts  did  not  bear  out  his  assertions. 
Let  him  deal  with  the  service  on  its  merits. 
The  honourable  member  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment hod  practically  arranged  for  the  service. 
He  stated  so  in  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  No  doubt  about 
that. 

Mr.  WABD  hod  only  to  repeat  that  there 
wag  no  arrangement  of  any  kind  whatever. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knew  very  little  of 
the  way  this  contract  was  fixed  up  or  arranged, 
and  he  ought  to  have  been  more  particular 
And  guarded  in  the  remarks  he  made.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  honourable  gentleman  stated 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Union  Company 
amd  the  Spreckels  Company  ought  to  be  in- 


cluded in  this  contract.  It  was  a  great  pity 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  suggest  that 
the  United  States  Government  should  be  in- 
cluded, because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  colony 
contributed  only  a  fourth  of  the  amount.  The 
United  States  (Government  contributed  £12,000, 
and  one  of  the  conditions  of  their  contribution 
to  the  subsidising  of  the  service  was  that  the 
mails  were  to  be  carried  in  American  -  owned 
bottoms.  In  his  desire  to  injure  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  say  nasty  things,  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  this  was  in  the  interests  of 
the  Union  Company.  The  special  concession 
which  the  United  States  Government  gave  was 
that  one  New  Zealand  steamer  should  be  em- 
ployed, and  that  that  steamer  should  receive 
one-fourth  less  than  the  American-owned  ves- 
sels. In  his  desire  to  do  very  disagreeable  and 
unpleasant  things,  the  honourable  gentleman 
attempted  to  twist  a  legitimate  business  trans- 
action into  a  charge  of  favouritism  against  the 
Government.  It  was  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  ideas  sug- 
gested that  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  actuated  by 
these  improper  motives.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  required  very  careful  watching,  in 
his  opinion.  He  never  knew  people  capable 
of  suggesting  improper  motives  who  did  not 
want  careful  watching,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  to  be  placed  in  that 
category.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend his  own  acts,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  thought  these  insinuations  against 
him  were  going  to  do  him  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison) 
any  good  he  was  quite  welcome  to  make  them, 
and  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  prepared  to  meet  him 
in  any  way.  When  they  found  the  legitimate 
business  of  the  colony  thus  referred  to,  these 
insinnations  were  very  much  to  be  deprecated. 
What  did  the  honourable  gentleman  say  about 
the  increase  of  the  cost  of  the  service  as  shown 
by  the  estimates?  He  said  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  £2,000.  Why  was  the  honourable 
gentleman  not  just  to  himself?  \yhy  did  he 
twist  and  warp  the  position?  Why  did  he 
not  tell  the  House,  in  regard  to  the  estimated 
recoveries  in  the  very  estimates  to  which  he 
was  speaking,  that  last  year  these  recoveries 
were  £9,350,  and  that  this  year  they  were 
£10,856?  Why  was  the  honourable  gencleman 
not  fair  ?  Why  did  he  put  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  being  bowled  out — doing  tricky  little 
things  to  gain  a  temporary  advantage  ?  It  was 
unworthy  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  surprised  at  his  attempt- 
ing to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  like  what  he  was  now 
telling  him.  Of  course  he  did  not:  he  knew 
he  did  not.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
nasty  things,  and  then  complained  that  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  replying  when  it  was 
shown  that  what  he  had  said  bad  no  founda- 
tion. The  honourable  member,  in  referring  to 
the  increase  in  the  estimates,  entirely  ignored 
the  amount  of  credits.  The  net  increase,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  was  only  £1,176.  That  was  a 
material  difference  from  £2,000.  But  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  increase  ?  The  cause  of 
the  increase  was  the  additional  mail-matter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


698 


Satt  Francisco 


[HOUSE.] 


Mail-service. 


[Oct.  12 


carried.  If  the  steamers  oariied  more  mail- 
matter,  of  course  a  greater  amount  was  paid ; 
but,  on  the  other  band,  tbe  colony  obtained  a 
greater  amount  in  tbe  way  of  postages.  The 
honourable  member  found  it  inconvenient  to 
quote  the  facts  ;  he  left  out  such  pacts  of  figures 
and  statements  as  did  not  suit  bis  argument. 
Tbe  honourable  gentleman  knew  this  was  not 
a  fixed  subsidy.  It  was  a  payment  on  the  basis 
of  mail-matter  carried  at  the  rate  of  lis.  per 
pound,  and  tbe  more  there  was  carried  the 
greater  the  cost ;  but  the  more  mail-matter 
carried  the  more  postages  accrued  to  the  colony. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  be  fair.  He 
(Mr.  Ward)  said  that  compared  with  tbe 
former  system  of  fixed  subsidy  the  present  ar- 
rangement was  a  very  good  one.  The  honour- 
able member  said  there  was  an  increase  of 
£2,000  on  this  year's  estimates,  but  the  honour- 
able ;  member  entirely  ignored  tbe  recoveries, 
and  in  addition  to  them  he  knew  perfectly  well 
— and  if  he  did  not  he  ought  to  know — be 
knew  perfectly  well  that  tbe  mails  were  carried 
upon  the  basis  of  so  much  per  pound,  and  the 
greater  the  amount  to  be  paid  the  greater  the 
postages  to  be  received  by  tbe  colony.  Then, 
again,  tbe  honourable  member  said  this  was 
practically  a  repetition  of  tbe  terms  of  tbe 
contract  of  three  years  ago.  Why  was  the 
honourable  gentleman  again  not  fair  ?  He 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  stated  to  tbe  House,  when 
introducing  these  proposals,  that  there  was 
one  alteration  ho  had  specially  to  remark  upon, 
and  that  was  that  the  words  *'  present  con- 
tractors" were  omitted  from  the  proposed 
agreement.  Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  in  tbe  House  at  tbe  time,  and  if  be 
was  he  ought  not  to  have  made  the  uncalled-for 
remarks  he  did.  Now,  in  the  former  proposals, 
which  tbe  honourable  gentleman  said  were 
almost  identical  with  tbe  present  proposals,  the 
present  contractors  were  fixed  as  the  people 
with  whom  the  renewal  should  be  made.  In 
these  proposals  it  was  not  stated  that  a  con- 
tract was  to  be  renewed  with  the  existing  con- 
tractors, and  he  again  assured  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  resolutions  were  not  iden- 
tical in  this  respect. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— The  terms  are  prac- 
tically identical:  see  Volume  74  of  Hansard. 
Yon  will  there  find  they  are  the  same. 

lilr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  said  this  was  the  same  as  the  con- 
tract of  last  year.  The  honourable  members 
were  incorrect,  because  they  were  not  the  same, 
and  it  was  a  great  pity  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  was  not  more  correct  in  the  state- 
ments he  made.  He  was  continually  making 
incorrect  statements,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  tbe  honourable  gentle- 
man whether  he  made  correct  statements  or 
not.  In  last  year's  contract  there  was  the  fol- 
lowing stipulation :  " .  .  .  this  House  em- 
powers tbe  Government  to  arrange  with  the 
contractors  for  the  renewal  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service,  .  .  ."  That  was  not  in  the 
present  resolutions,  and  he  (Mr.  Ward)  could 
not  see  how  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
Mr.  Ward 


lington  City  could  say  it  was  in  these  propo- 
sals. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — It  amounts  to  the  same 
thmg,  because  you  know  there  is  do  other 
contractor.  ^ 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  quibbling. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— I  said  they  amounted  to  the 
same  thing,  because  you  know  there  is  no  other 
contractor  to  compete. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  said 
the  terms  were  the  same. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  word  "quibbling"  in  order? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  personally  he  did 
not  like  such  a  term  to  be  applied  to  hononr- 
able  members.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  it  was  absolutely  unparliamentar}'. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  there  was  a  more  suitable 
term  to  apply  he  would  use  it,  but  he  did  not 
know  of  any  other;  because  tbe  honourable 
member  for  Patea  said  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract were  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  con- 
firmed tbe  statement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  they  amounted  to  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  were  not  the  same.  As 
already  stated,  the  resolutions  of  1891  con- 
tained the  following  words :  "  .  .  .  this 
House  empowers  the  Government  to  arrange 
with  the  present  contractors  .  .  ."  And, 
as  he  said,  there  was  no  such  statement  in  the 
present  resolutions,  and  in  introducing  the 
resolutions  that  day  he  said  that  the  words 
"  present  contractors  "  were  left  out.  And  yet 
they  had  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
getting  up  and  making  statements  that  were 
not  correct.  The  honourable  member  was  in 
the  habit  of  making  these  indelicate  and  foolish 
insinuations  in  the  House.  He  hod,  when  a 
former  Administration  was  in  office,  seen  the 
honourable  gentleman  occupy  such  a  position 
as  he  hoped  no  other  honourable  member  wonld 
ever  take  up  in  the  House.  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  should  be  really  more  care- 
ful. Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa,  who  was  so  sensitive,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  were  doing — what?  Eveiy 
time  the  San  Francisco  service  was  brought  up 
they  told  the  House  that  they  had  travelled  in 
the  San  Francisco  steamers,  as  though  they 
were  the  only  people  who  had  ever  travelled 
in  those  steamers.  Thoy  told  tbe  House  the 
length  of  the  steamer's  poop,  and  talked  about 
the  accommodation  provided  on  the  steamers. 
They  seemed  very  anxious  to  let  the  world 
know  that  they  bad  actually  travelled  in  the 
San  Francisco  steamers.  He  must  say  it  was 
very  gratifying  to  the  House  to  know  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  had  travelled  by  them, 
and  he  thought  it  should  be  gratifying  to  the 
honourable  gentlemen  to  know  that  they  would 
be  given  on  opportunity  to  travel  by  them 
again.  The  honourable  gentlemen  said  every- 
thing they  could  against  the  service  ; — he  was 
surprised  they  bad  travelled  by  it.  Why  did 
they  not  go  vid  Melbourne  and  take  a  better 
steamer  ?  There  was  no  better  available  on 
the  San  Francisco  route ;  and  when  people 
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got  tbe  best  they  oould  get  they  ought  to  be 
content.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  of  course,  must,  under  the  circum- 
stances, be  accepted  as  an  authority  as  to  the 
accommodation  provided  by  the  steamers.  Ue 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  never  travelled  by  the  San 
Francisco  steamers,  and  knew  nothing  about 
the  accommodation  ;  but,  as  against  the  state- 
ments of  tbe  honourable  member,  there  was 
tbe  assertion  of  the  honourable  tbe  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City,  who  said  he  had 
travelled  in  one  of  the  steamers — the  "  Mari- 
posa"— and  had  given  his  opinion  as  to  the 
accommodation  and  attention. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  allow  me  to  explain  ? 

Ht.  WAKD  said  No,  be  would  not  give  way. 
He  had  only  a  few  minutes  in  which  to  speak, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  had  already 
made  half  a  dozen  speeches  on  the  subject. 
Members  had  the  statement  of  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  that  the  accom- 
modation vras  good,  and  they  were  quite  justi- 
fied in  accepting  that  opinion  as  against  the 
opinion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa. Tbey  found  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  telling  them  that  these  steamers 
vrere  in  the  habit  of  anchoring  under  an  island 
in  order  to  waste  time.  He  had  not  told  them 
why  that  was  done.  It  was  done  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  travelled  by  them.  Pro- 
bably it  was  because  the  passengers  were  enjoy- 
ing themselves  so  much  that  they  asked  for 
delay.  There  must  have  been  some  reason  for 
it.  All  ho  could  say  about  the  matter  was  that 
the  present  contractors  for  the  mail-service 
bad  refused  before  to  enter  into  a  throe  years' 
contract — had  refused  absolutely,  because  the 
amount  provided  by  the  colony  they  held  to  be 
inadequate  for  the  service.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
this  colony  was  only  paying  a  small  portion  of 
the  subsidy.  Tbe  United  States  contributed 
£12,000,  New  South  Wales  £4,000,  Great  Britain 
£4,800,  and  this  colony  £7,800  towards  the 
service.  When  honourable  members  talked 
about  what  they  ought  to  do  they  should  re- 
member that  when  they  entered  into  a  contract 
where  there  were  half  a  dozen  other  interests 
to  be  considered  the  colony  could  not  do  exactly 
as  It  would  do  if  it  entered  into  a  contract  en- 
tirely upon  its  own  account.  He  said  this 
advisedly.  While  honourable  members  were 
talking  about  a  better  contract,  why  did  they 
not  suf^est  a  better  one,  and  show  how  it  could 
be  carried  out  without  increase  of  cost?  That 
would  be  tbe  legitimate  line  to  take. 

An  Hon.  Hembeb. — You  would  not  take  our 
suggestion. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  because  they  never 
got  a  sound  suggestion  from  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Any  one  could  dnd  fault,  but  to 
show  how  a  thing  oould  be  better  done  was  a 
different  matter.  It  was  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  say  that  things  should  be  better 
done.  It  was  very  easy  to  say  that,  but  it  was 
a  far  more  difficult  thing  to  build  up  than  to 
pull  down,  at  which  some  honourable  mem- 
bers showed  such  fitness.  The  honourable 
member  for  Fatea  made  half  a  dozen  incor- 


rect statements,  and  looked  very  mild  when 
bowled  out.  He  could  only  say  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  his  sincere  sympathy  under  the 
circumstances,  for  he  was  to  be  condoled  with. 
He  could  only  hope  the  honourable  gentleman, 
the  next  time  he  attacked  tbe  service,  would 
not  be  met  with  majorities  of  forty  to  ten, 
forty  to  twelve,  and  forty  to  seven,  as  he  had 
been  upon  this  occasion.  Surely  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  see  that  the  House  con- 
sidered the  proposals  reasonable  and  fair,  and 
his  persistence  seemed  like  a  reflection  upon 
the  majority.  He  was  surprised  at  tbe  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  could  only  compliment 
the  majority  on  tbe  judgment  they  had  dis- 
played, and  the  forbearance  they  had  shown 
against  tbe  uncalled-for  and  improper  attacks 
from  the  other  side. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  did  not  usually  claim 
to  explain,  but  he  had  been  so  misrepresented 
by  his  honourable  friend,  who  had  boister- 
ously refused  to  accept  a  correction  during  his 
speech,  that  he  desired  to  repeat  what  he  had 
said,  that  the  terms  were  the  same :  and  to 
that  he  adhered.  As  to  the  proposed  contract 
not  being  with  the  same  company,  that  was 
obviously  a  quibble,  because  tbe  first  para- 
graph of  tbe  resolutions  now  before  the  House' 
expressed  that  the  proposed  arrangement  was 
for  the  "  renewal "  of  the  San  Francisco  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  might  explain  that  his 
reference  to  the  accommodation  on  board  the 
steamers  was  to  that  of  the  second-  and  third- 
class  passengers.  He  had  stated  so,  and  the 
honourable  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  hod  not  in  any  way  contradicted  his  asser- 
tions. 

Besolutions  agreed  to. 

RAILWAY  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing  report  of  the  Railways  Committee : — 

"  The  petitioners  allege  that  ■  many  of  th« 
railway-bridges  on  the  Hnrunui-BluS  Section 
of  the  New  Zealand  railways  are  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  require  immediate  repair,  and, 
in  many  instances,  renewal."  They  pray  that 
such  steps  may  be  taken  as  are  required  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  travelling  public. 

"1.  The  Coinmittee  have  exhaustively  in- 
quired into  the  petition,  and  have  taken  all  the 
evidence  available. 

"  2.  The  only  witnesses  in  support  of  the 
statements  contained  in  the  petition  were  E. 
Norton  Taylor  (the  chief  petitioner)  and  Thomas 
MoGarva,  Foreman  of  Works  on  the  Dunedin 
Section,  who  was  summoned  at  the  request  of 
E.  Norton  Taylor. 

"3.  The  evidence  showed  that  Thomas 
McOarva  was,  in  February,  1898,  transferred 
to  the  Dunedin  Section  from  Christchurch,. 
and  felt  aggrieved  in  consequence.  It  is  also 
clear  that  from  the  date  of  taking  up  his  duties 
on  that  section  he  adopted  a  hypercritical 
attitude  towards  the  Railway  Department^ 
especially  regarding  the  bridges. 

"  4.  It  was  elicited  during  the  inquiry  that,. 
when  McQarva  was  transferred  to  the  Dunedin 
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Section,  some  of  the  bridges  weie  below  that 
complete  etuidard  of  efficiency  which  it  is  de- 
sirable should  be  maintained.  The  department, 
however,  promptly  entered  upon  the  work  of 
strengthening  and  improving  the  bridges,  and 
the  work  has  regularly  and  steadily  progressed 
ever  since,  and  is  still  being  proceeded  with. 
Ko  evidence  was  offered  to  the  Committee  to 
]>rove  that  any  request  made  by  McGarva  for 
either  labour  or  material  for  raising  the  stan- 
dard of  the  efficiency  of  the  bridges  under  his 
'Control  was  ever  refused  by  the  department. 

"5.  MoGarva  denied  having  supplied  in- 
formation to  the  petitioner  Taylor  on  which 
the  statements  in  the  petition  were  baited  ;  but 
Taylor  categorically  declared  that  lIcGarva 
had  not  only  supplied  him  with  information 
verbally,  but  hod  also  placed  at  his  disposal 
certain  railway  papers  of  an  official  chtureM^ter, 
-copies  of  which  he  produced  to  the  Committee. 
SIcGarva's  evidence  must  therefore  be  consider- 
ably discredited  by  his  having  falsely  informed 
the  Committee  that  he  had  not  supplied  the 
information  to  Taylor  on  which  the  petitioner's 
statements  were  based. 

"  The  Committee  has  therefore  to  report, — 

"  1.  That  no  evidence  has  been  laid  before 
the  Committee  which  would  justify  them  in 
believing  that  the  bridges  on  the  Hurucui- 
BlufC  Section  either  are  now  or  ever  were  in 
4k  'dangerous  state,'  as  alleged  by  the  peti- 
tioners. 

"  2.  The  Committee  is,  however,  of  opinion 
that  the  system  of  bridge -inspection  on  the 
Dunediu  Section  was  not  properly  carried  out, 
And  that  the  whole  system  of  bridge-inspection 
in  the  colony  should  be  so  arranged  that  each 
officer's  work  should  be  sufficiently  checked  by 
his  superior." 

Ho  moved.  That  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Government  for 
consideration.  In  doing  this,  it  became  his 
duty  to  make  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  position 
of  this  inquiry.  The  subject,  no  doubt,  was  an 
extremely  important  one,  because  upon  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  security  and 
safety  of  the  bridges  and  structures  in  connec- 
tion with  the  railways  must  depend,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  the  railway  revenue,  and  that 
feeling  of  confidence  which  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  administration  of  the  Railway 
Department.  He  was  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
congratulate  the  country  and  the  House  that, 
after  a  long  and  exhaustive  inquiry,  the  Com- 
mittee had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
there  never  had  been,  nor  was  there  now,  the 
slightest  reason  for  questioning  the  safety  and 
security  of  tho  bridges.  This  agitation  bad 
begun  in  the  early  part  of  last  year.  The  man 
Thomas  McGarva,  who  had  been  for  some 
twenty-three  years  stationed  in  Canterbury 
as  Foreman  of  Works,  was,  for  certain  reasons 
-of  the  department  which  the  Committee  had 
not  inquired  into,  transferred  against  his  wish 
to  Dunodin.  The  Danedin  Foreman  of  Works, 
J.  G.  Smith,  was  transferred  to  Christchurch. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  to  show 
that  IifcGarva,  on  starting  as  Foreman  of 
Works  in  Dunedin,  exercised  what  the  Gom- 

Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


mittee  had  described  as  a  hypercritical  spirit; 
and  it  was  clear  that,  on  account  of  having 
been  removed  against  his  will,  he  tried,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  create  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction, 
not  to  put  it  more  strongly,  in  connection  with 
the  department.  It  was  also  clear  that  when 
these  reports  became  circulated,  and  reached 
the  ears  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment, they  considered  there  was  some  ground 
for  McGarva's  statement.  He  woald  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  some  remarks  made 
by  the  Resident  Engineer  at  Dunedin,  in  which 
he  admitted  in  plain  terms  that  many  of  the 
bridges  were  in  a  more  backward  state  of  re- 
pair than  he  himself  had  known.  He  blamed 
himself  also  for  not  having  exercised  a  closer 
supervision  in  connection  with  the  bridges  of 
the  district.  The  result  was  a  departmental  in- 
quiry conducted  by  Mr.  Grant,  Traffic  Manager, 
and  the  Chief  Engineer,  Mr.  Lowe  ;  and  it  was 
clear  that  the  higher  officers  of  the  department 
were  convinced  that,  so  far  as  the  supervision 
on  the  Dunedin  Section  was  concerned,  it  had 
not  been  what  it  should  have  been,  and  that 
the  bridges  were  in  a  backward  state  of  re- 
pair. That  was  all  tliat  could  be  said.  The 
facts  were  clear,  as  stated  by  the  Committee. 
No  sooner  had  these  conclusions  been  arrived 
at  than  the  officers  of  the  department  set  about 
endeavouring  to  have  the  bridges  strengthened 
and  repaired.  Although  they  were  "  below  par," 
to  use  a  colloquial  term,  they  were  immediately 
strengthened  and  brought  up  to  a  comparatively 
efficient  condition,  at  which  they  stood  at  the 
present  time.  With  regard  to  the  position  of 
McGarva,  throughout  the  inquiry  during  hia 
examination  he  gave  the  Committee  the  impres- 
sion of  being  a  man  who  was  doing  his  duty  ;  yet 
when  they  came  to  the  question  as  to  whether, 
being  a  railway  officer,  he  had  allowed  the  in- 
formation to  leak  out,  or  had  even  placed  it  at 
the  disposal  of  Taylor,  he  distinctly  denied  the 
accusation.  Yet  when  the  witness  Taylor  waa 
brought  before  the  Committee,  and  was  told 
that  he  would  have  to  answer  the  question, 
he  then  stated  that  the  information  upon 
which  he  hod  acted  had  been  supplied  by 
McGarva.  Ho  also  declared  that  SIcGarva 
had  placed  at  his  disposal  timber-lists  and 
other  private  documents  he  (Taylor)  had  used 
in  writing  to  the  papers,  and  he  produced 
copies  of  them  to  the  Committee.  That  was 
why  the  Committee  had  so  strongly  character- 
ized the  action  of  McGarva  in  connection 
with  the  matter.  He  wished  to  say  one  word 
with  regard  to  the  finding  of  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  found,  in  the  first  place,  that 
thero  was  no  need  nor  any  reason  for  saying 
that  the  bridges  were  ever  in  a  dangerous 
state;  but  they  also  said,  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  system  of  bridge  -  inspection 
was  not  properly  carried  out,  and  that  the 
system  of  bridge -inspection  should  be  so  ar- 
ranged that  each  officer  should  be  practically 
checked  by  his  superior.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  throughout  the  inquiry  that  there  bad  not 
been,  in  the  inspection  of  the  railway  bridges  of 
the  colony,  anything  like  a  proper  and  careful 
system  of  supervision.    He  would  point  out  to 
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the  House  how  the  matter  stood.  The  systAin 
might  be  regarded  an  a  ohain,  the  bottom  link 
of  which  was  the  Bridge  Inapeotor.  He  re- 
ported direct  to  his  superior,  the  Foreman  of 
Works,  the  next  officer  was  the  Resident 
Engineer,  next  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  then 
the  Commissioners.  The  Committee  very 
closely  tested  every  witness  who  came  before 
them  as  to  whether  there  was  any  system 
of  supervision,  and  they  found  that  there  was 
no  regular  system  of  checking  the  subordinate 
officers.  That  was  why  the  Committee,  after 
careful  consideration,  said  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  better  supervision  in  connection  with 
the  bridges,  e^d  he  could  only  say  that,  from 
the  observations  he  had  made  in  connection 
with  the  matter,  it  appeared  to  him  that  ever 
since  the  Bailway  Commissioners  took  office 
there  had  been  something  narrowly  approach- 
ing starvation  of  the  bridges  of  the  colony. 
There  had  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  to  conserve  revenue,  and  they 
had,  in  pursuing  n  policy  of  economy,  allowed 
efficiency  to  be  so  nearly  impaired  as  to  run 
perilously  close  to  a  dangerous  state.  He 
would  read  the  statements  of  Foreman  of 
Works  Smith. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  desired  to  observe  that  it 
was  unusual  to  bring  up  a  report,  and  to  raise 
a  debate  with  regard  to  the  evidence  on  which 
that  report  was  based,  before  any  other  mem- 
ber had  bad  the  opportunity  of  perusing  it. 
He  had  never  known  such  an  instance  before. 
He  bad  not  been  aware  that  the  honourable 
member  when  he  rose  had  intended  to  start 
this  debate,  and  other  honourable  members 
were  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  discussing  evidence 
which  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  a.  W.  BUSSELL  would  bow  to  the 
mling  of  Mr.  Speaker,  and  leave  the  motion  as 
it  stood.  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  referred  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that,  as  a  jnember  of  the 
Committee,  he  wished  to  enter  a  protest,  and 
to  put  on  record  an  expression  of  dissent  from 
the  report  that  had  been  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. As  whatever  he  had  to  say  mnst  be 
based  upon  the  evidence  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee,  but  which  was  not  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  members  of  the  House,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  what  he  was  about  to  say 
would  come  under  the  decision  Mr.  Speaker 
bad  just  given.  He  would  like  to  say  that  he 
dissented  in  a  large  measure  from  the  finding 
of  the  Committee,  but  he  would  like  to  know 
bis  position  in  regard  to  referring  to  the  evi- 
dence placed  before  the  Committee,  for  he  had 
no  wish  to  take  any  advantage. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  thought  the  House,  having  beard  so 
much  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  its  inquiry,  would  grant  the 
honourable  member  indulgence  to  express  his 
seasons  for  dissenting  from  the  report. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  about  to  say  that  there 
would  be  an  opportunity  of  discussing  this 
matter  when  they  were  discussing  the  railway 


estimates,  and  honourable  members  would  then 
be  able  to  judge  whether  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's dissent  was  well  founded. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  his  protest  against 
the  finding  of  the  Committee  was  not  in  any 
way  based  on  the  railway  estimates,  or  upon 
any  question  of  material  or  expenditure.  He 
disagreed  entirely  with  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  finding  that  it  had  arrived  at, 
and  he  could  see  no  possible  connection  be- 
tween what  he  had  to  say  and  the  suggestion 
of  the  Premier.  He  would  be  brief ;  he  never 
wished  to  unduly  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House ;  but,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  one  of  those  virtually  sentenced  to  three 
weeks'  hard-labour  by  the  decision  of  the  House 
in  sending  this  matter  to  the  Committee  for  its 
consideration,  he  would  like  to  say  that,  after 
the  fullest,  most  patient,  and  comprehensive 
investigation,  he  was  unable  to  coincide  with 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  in  the  decision 
they  had  arrived  at,  and  which  decision  had 
been  reported  to  the  House.  He  took  it  that, 
when  a  Committee  had  a  subject  referred  to  it 
for  consideration,  no  question  of  liking  or  dis- 
liking, and  no  preconceived  opinions,  should  be 
allowed  to  weigh  with  it,  but  the  Committee 
should  enter  upon  its  task  entirely  divested 
of  everything  of  the  kind,  and  its  decision 
should  be  based  solely  upon  the  evidence  ten- 
dered for  its  consideration.  He  did  not  say 
for  one  moment  that  this  had  not  been  the  case 
with  the  Committee ;  but  he  considered  the 
duty  of  the  Committee,  unless  he  was  mis- 
taken, involved  something  further.  The  Com- 
mittee was  bound  to  weigh  every  portion  of  the 
evidence  submitted  to  it,  giving  due  promin- 
ence to  whatever  might  be  found  material 
to  the  question  at  issue ;  and  ho  held  that  in 
this  the  Committee  had  grievously  failed,  when 
drawing  up  their  report.  In  one  very  im- 
portant particular  the  Committee  had  exercised 
a  most  mistaken  generosity,  to  use  no  stronger 
term.  When  it  was  charged  with  the  duty  of 
inquiring  into  the  question  of  the  safety  or 
otherwise  of  the  southern  bridges,  it  followed 
OS  a  matter  of  course  that  it  was  bound  to  as- 
certain in  whose  charge  those  bridges  had  been 
placed,  what  the  conduct  of  the  officer  had 
been  as  to  safeguarding  them,  what  steps  he 
had  taken  to  keep  them  in  a  proper  state  of 
repair  or  otherwise,  and  whether  they  had  been 
attended  to  or  neglected :  in  fact,  he  thought 
this  was  so  obviously  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
that  it  might  be  regarded  as  outside  the  limits 
of  the  discussion  on  this  occasion.  He  was 
justified  in  stating,  without  quoting  from  the 
printed  evidence  which  had  been  intrusted  ta 
the  Committee  as  confidential,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  received  an  overwhelming  amount 
of  evidence  on  this  head,  and  there  had  been 
nothing  to  rebut  it.  It  reflected  strongly  upon 
one  person  who  had  had  charge  of  the  Dun- 
edin  Section  of  the  railways,  but  whose  conduct 
the  Committee  in  its  wisdom  had  thought  pro- 
per to  pass  over  in  silence.  It  was  in  evidence 
that  Mr.  Smith,  whose  name  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  had  mentioned,  and  who  was 
I  the  Foreman  of  Works,  had  been  lacking  in. 
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vigilance,  lax  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  negligent  in  enforcing  the  regulations ; 
that  he  had  disregarded  and  ignored  the  re- 
poits  from  his  subordinates,  and  that  he  was  so 
heedless  of  responsibility  as  not  to  oommuni- 
-cato  with  his  superior  officers ;  and  that  when 
timber  had  been  sent  to  bridges  for  repairs  he 
had  ordered  its  removal  while  countermanding 
the  work.  He  had  rarely  visited  the  bridges, 
even  when  it  was  reported  that  they  were  in 
need  of  attention,  either  to  examine  their  con- 
'dition  or  to  inspect  the  alleged  defects ;  whilst 
bis  subordinates  had  been  in  a  state  of  trepida- 
tion and  discouragement,  and  the  proper  au- 
thorities were  allowed  to  remain  in  ignorance. 
He  was  not  for  a  moment  blaming  the  Kailway 
Commissioners,  but  he  was  only  indicating 
what  appeared  to  be  a  defective  link  in  the 
chain  which  the  Chaiman  of  the  Committee 
had  pointed  out,  upon  which  everything  de- 
pended. It  wcks  impossible  to  foreshadow  what 
consequences  might  have  arisen  if  this  state 
of  things  had  continued ;  and,  if  such  had 
arisen,  there  could  have  been  no  question  that 
it  would  have  been  the  result  of  the  inatten- 
tion— he  was  about  to  say  the  criminal  neglect 
—of  the  officer  in  question.  It  was  due  to  his 
'Conduct  that  alarmist  reports  had  been  circu- 
lated through  the  colony  as  to  the  state  in 
which  the  work  was  left  when  he  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  district,  and  which  had  given 
just  ground  for  complaint,  and  hod  resulted  in 
an  expensive  parliamentary  inquiry.  But  that 
conduct,  which  had  been  vital  to  the  question, 
was  passed  over  in  silence  by  the  Committee 
in  their  report.  There  was  no  member' of  the 
Committee  who  denied  the  statement  he  had 
made,  and  which  he  had  made  deliberately  to 
the  Committee  that  morning  before  entering 
his  protest  against  the  report  just  presented. 
Every  member  of  the  Committee  admitted  it, 
and  yet  the  majority  of  the  Committee  shrank 
from  what  was  their  duty  in  expressing  their 
disapprobation  of  what  had  been  revealed. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  TANNEB  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  final  adoption  of  the  report,  he  had  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  protest  in  writing  against  the  de- 
cision the  Committee  had  arrived  at.  One  wit- 
ness, as  stated  by  the  Chairman,  had  paltered 
with  the  truth,  and  was  justly  stigmatized  for 
his  conduct ;  another  witness  stood  condemned 
for  negligence  and  inefficiency  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  but  the  Committee  hod  passed 
over  his  derelictions.  He  was  speEiking  under 
what  he  considered  a  grave  sense  of  duty,  and 
he  dissented  from  the  report  on  the  ground 
stated.  He  had  entered  his  protest;  and  if 
anything  arose  in  the  future  which  could  be 
attributed  to  the  negligence,  inefficiency, 
laxity,  or  idleness  on  the  part  of  this  particu- 
lar officer  in  question  it  would  not  be  because 
the  House  was  not  aware  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case. 

Mr.  CROWXHEB  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or  two 
as  to  the  report.  It  would  be  noticed  by  the 
House  that  the  statement  was  made  in  the 
report  that  the  bridges  hod  always  been  in  a 
Mr.  Tanner 


good  state  of  repair,  and  safe.  It  was  also 
stated  in  the  report  that  the  Commissioners  at 
all  times  had  invariably  supplied  men  and 
material  in  connection  with  those  bridges  when- 
ever it  had  been  made  known  to  them  that  re- 
pairs were  required.  That  being  so,  he  failed 
to  see  what  foundation  there  was  for  the  other 
statement  mode  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Coia- 
mittee  that  the  action  of  the  Commissioners 
had  been  one  of  cheeseparing.  The  report 
stated  that  they  had  never  denied  either  mea 
or  material. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that,  in  regard  to 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  that 
there  was  no  proof  of  the  assertion  contained 
in  the  report,  be  had  not  been  allowed  to  refer 
to  it,  as  the  Speaker  had  ruled  him  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  that  the  statement 
bad  been  made.  They  had  had  the  evidence 
of  the  Bridge  Inspector,  and  of  all  those  con- 
cerned, to  the  effect  that  the  railway  bridges, 
like  every  other  structure,  needed  occasionally 
to  be  repaired,  but  that  as  soon  as  it  had  been 
pointed  out  that  any  bridge  was  out  of  repair 
it  had  been  repaired  without  let  or  hindrance  ; 
the  men  and  materials  had  been  supplied  at 
once.  That  was  the  essence  of  the  report. 
And,  further  than  that,  there  was  one  bridge 
pointed  out  as  being  less  secure  than  the  rest 
— a  bridge  of  several  spans.  It  was  part  of  the 
arrangement  that  this  bridge  was  to  be  put  on 
one  side,  and  another  put  in  its  place ;  but  it 
was  to  be  allowed  to  remain  as  it  was  so  long 
as  it  was  safe.  At  the  time  when  it  was  carried 
as  far  as  it  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  the  lowest 
point  was  a  shrinkage  of  }in.,  clearly  indicating 
that  all  necessary  precautions  had  been  token, 
and  that  the  Commissioners,  beyond  all  doubt, 
kept  the  railways  in  a  fair  state  of  repair.  All 
that  was  contained  in  the  report  was  that  the 
railways  might  occasionally  need  mending  and 
looking  after,  and  it  set  out  that  that  had  been 
done. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  he  regretted  very  much  having 
to  refute  some  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
Chairman.  The  evidence  before  them  was  of 
a  confidential  nature,  and,  without  the  Com- 
mittee being  copsulted,  the  Chairman  had  token 
it  upon  himself  to  moke  statements  reflecting 
on  some  of  the  witnesses  who  had  been  ex- 
amined, which  he  (Mr.  Morrison)  thought  was 
very  unfair  and  entirely  uncalled  for.  He  was 
supported  by  another  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee, who  had  voted  with  the  minority,  and 
against  the  report  submitted  to  the  House. 
He  did  not  think  the  Choirmon  of  a  confiden- 
tial Committee  of  this  description  should  come 
and  make  public  statements  on  evidence  which 
had  not  yet  been  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  W.RUSSELL.— The  Government 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  report  to  the  Government,  and  ik 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  consider 
whether  the  evidence  should  be  printed  and 
published  broadcast.    A  great  quantity  of  tha 
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evidence  was  of  a  oonfldential  character,  and 
the  Chairman  shoald  not  have  made  state- 
ments without  asking  the  leave  ojE  the  Commit- 
tee before  doing  so.  He  regretted  very  much 
to  have  to  m&ke  such  remarks,  and  hoped  it 
would  be  the  last  time,  in  a  case  of  that  sort, 
that  such  statements  would  be  made  public. 
As  to  the  statements  that  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Smith,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
was  there  as  an  apologist  for  Mr.  Smith  or 
Mr.  McGarva ;  he  only  wished  to  see  fair-play, 
TThe  department  was  in  possession  of  all  the 
necessary  evidence.  It  was  a  departmental 
matter,  and  they  would  be  judged  by  the  depart- 
mental ofScers,  and  it  was  not  desirable  for  the 
House  to  bring  their  names  so  prominently  for- 
ward. The  honourable  member  for  Avon  said 
that  the  duty  of  the  Committee  was  to  approach 
these  questions  unbiassed,  which  appeared  to 
imply  that  some  honourable  members  had 
approached  it  from  a  biassed  or  party  point  of 
view.  So  far  sis  he  was  personally  concerned, 
he  could  answer  that  he  did  not  know  any  of 
the  gentlemen  concerned,  and  approached  the 
<juestion  not  at  all  biassed,  and  he  was  sure 
that  three  -  fourths  of  the  members  had  ap- 
proached it  in  the  same  spirit. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, regretted  that  the  report  was  brought 
-down  before  the  Committee  had  come  to  a  de- 
termination with  regard  to  the  publication  of 
the  evidence.  If  the  evidence  had  been  kept 
back  till  that  was  done  they  would  not  have 
had  the  statements  they  had  had  that  day. 
The  finding  of  the  Committee  we«  practically 
unanimous. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

HABBOUHS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  insisting  on  its  amendments  in  this 
Bill,  and  submitting  reasons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  a  Confer- 
ence was  requested,  and  Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  Mr. 
Ward,  Mr.  Bell,  Major  Steward,  and  the  mover 
-were  appointed  Managers. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
'Council  insisting  on  its  amendments  in  this 
Bill,  and  submitting  reasons. 

Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Bell,  Major 
Steward,  and  Mr.  Seddon  were  appointed  Man- 
agers  of  the  Conference  on  the  matter. 


4.30. 


UNCLAIMED  LANDS  BILL. 

Mr.  WARD,  in  moving  the  second 

reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  present 
Act  dealing  with  unclaimed  lands  was  found 
to  be  in  some  respects  unworkable.  Under  the 
law  as  it  stood  the  Public  Trustee  could  take 
unclaimed  lands  and  lease  them.  First  of  all, 
however,  he  must  advertise  in  the  Oaeette  and 
in  one  or  more  of  the  local  newspapers  his  in- 
tention to  take  the  land,  and  if  within  a 
certain  time  the  owner  did  not  establish  his 


right  the  Pablio  Trustee  could  take  the  steps 
prescribed  by  "The  Unclaimed  Lands  Act, 
1892,"  to  be  registered  as  the  owner  of  the 
land  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  of  1885.  It 
was  obvious  that  very  little  land  unclaimed 
would  be  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  and 
the  land  could  not,  consequently,  be  dealt  with. 
In  the  great  majority  oE  cases  the  sections  that 
would  come  under  the  operation  of  this  law 
had  to  be  leased,  and  power  was  taken  to 
enable  this  to  be  done  under  more  satisfactory 
conditions.  Power  was  also  taken  in  the  Bill 
to  enable  the  Public  Trustee  to  sell  the  land, 
in  order  that  the  Act  might  be  applied  to  un- 
claimed lands  of  so  small  a  value  that  they 
would  not  pay  to  lease.  If  any  other  ex- 
planations were  required  they  could  be  better 
made  in  Committee. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Minister,  Did  this  Bill 
refer  to  Native  lands  which  were  disputed  by 
the  Natives  as  not  being  Crown  lands  ?  He  had 
had  several  petitions  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  in  which  Natives  complained  that 
their  lands  had  been  taken  by  the  Crown  and 
placed  on  the  maps  of  the  colony  as  Crown 
lands. 

ilr.  WARD  said.  No ;  it  did  not  affect  Native 
land.  If  the  honourable  member  looked  at 
subsection  (2)  of  clause  2  he  would  find  that  it 
did  not  affect  land  owned  by  Natives  according 
to  their  own  customs  or  usages. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  that  was  not  the  point.  He 
referred  to  certain  lands  which  the  Crown  hod 
taken  as  Crown  land,  but  as  to  which  the 
Natives  disputed  the  claims  of  the  Grown. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Bill  did  not  include 
them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  if  the  Minister  had 
any  objection  to  refer  the  Bill  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee. 

Mr.  WARD  had  no  objection  to  do  that,  but 
there  was  very  little  time  this  session  to  do  it. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  a  very  important 
Bill,  and  it  would  really  further  the  Bill  to 
have  it  referred  to  that  Committee.  Some  of 
the  clauses  he  approved  of,  but  there  were  soma 
things  that  required  consideration. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  very  well,  he  would  refer 
it  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Minister,  in 
introducing  this  Bill,  had  followed  a  course 
which  seemed  to  him  (Captain  Russell)  to 
have  become  customary  with  Ministers.  They 
thought  they  had  no  need  to  explain  their 
Bills,  and  they  gave  no  reason  for  them.  They 
simply  brought  them  down  as  if  honourable 
members  were  perfectly  conscious  of  what 
was  working  in  tbe  minds  of  Ministers,  and 
as  if  it  were  quite  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  any  explanation  should  be  given.  As  far 
as  his  (Captain  Russell's)  alleged  old-fashioned 
Conservative  opinions  went,  they  should  be 
very  careful  how  they  dispossessed  a  man  of 
his  property  without  every  proper  legal  sur- 
rounding, and  yet  in  this  Bill  they  were  asked 
to  say  that  the  Public  Trustee  was  to  be  allowed 
practically  to  resume  land  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  inquire  who  was  the  owner,  or  any- 
thing about  it.     Under  clause  4  of  the  Bill 
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power  wtLS  taken  to  liave  an  advertisement 
inserted  in  the  Qasette,  which,  no  doubt,  was 
a  very  interesting  periodical,  but  it  was  one 
that  not  one  person  in  a  hundred  ever  saw,  and 
those  few  who  loolced  into  it  were  those  whose 
duty  it  was  simply  to  hunt  up  Government 
advertisements,  and  not  matters  connected 
with  land.  He  might  be  told  that,  in  addi- 
tion, there  was  provision  that  the  advertise- 
ment should  be  inserted  in  a  local  paper.  One 
knew  that  any  person  approaching  the  cha- 
racter of  an  absen  tee  owner  was  characterized 
as  injurious  to  the  State;  but  surely  a  man 
might  be  allowed  to  own  property  in  more  than 
one  locality,  and  yet  a  man  might  own  land 
in  a  particular  district,  and  if  the  advertise- 
ment intimating  the  intention  to  take  his  pro- 
perty was  published  in  a  small  local  journal, — 
which,  ten  to  one,  he  would  not  see, — then,  if 
he  did  not  see  it,  he  was  likely  to  have  his 
land  confiscated  under  this  Bill.  There  were 
plenty  of  means  of  dealing  fairly  in  such  a 
question  as  this  under  the  provisions  of  the 
local  government  Acts.  There  was  power  to 
take  land  for  unpaid  rates,  but  in  this  Bill 
they  had  a  power  far  exceeding  that.  If  the 
land  happened  to  have  passed  under  the  Land 
Transfer  Act,  all  the  Public  Trustee  had  to 
do  was  to  request  that  the  title  which  was 
vested  in  the  name  of  somebody  else  should  be 
transferred  from  the  original  grantee  to  him- 
self, without  any  protection  or  inquiry  what- 
ever. Surely  it  was  an  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing! And  then  after  twelve  years  that  land 
would  pass  absolutely  from  the  possession  of 
the  owner, — who  might  have  been  so  unfortu- 
nate aa  to  have  been  temporarily  away  from 
Kew  Zealand,  and  not  to  have  seen  the  ad- 
vertisement in  the  Government  Qazttle,  or 
in  the  small  local  newspaper  in  which  it  was 

Eublished;  and  without  even  knowing  that 
is  title  was  in  dispute  he  might  have  hod 
his  land  taken  away  from  him  and  vested  in 
the  Public  Trustee.  All  his  rights  in  his  own 
property  would  thus  disappear.  For  what 
reason?  The  Minister  had  given  them  none. 
Surely  there  was  no  great  hardship  now  from 
any  piece  of  land  in  this  position  remaining 
undisturbed,  even  although  the  Public  Trustee 
might  not  know  who  was  the  owner.  He 
wished  to  say  that,  when  they  had  Bills  of  so 
important  a  character  as  this  brought  before 
them,  some  reason  for  them  should  be  alleged 
— that  the  House  should  be  told  why,  for  in- 
stance, it  was  necesssfy  to  thus  confiscate 
private  property.  The  fact  that  they  were  un- 
dermining, almost  by  every  statute,  the  rights 
of  private  property  was  not  beneficial  to  the 
colony.  He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to 
allow  a  Bill  so  important  to  stand  over  until 
next  year.  There  could  be  no  urgent  necessity 
for  passing  it.  At  any  rate,  he  entered  his  pro- 
test against  the  system  of  bringing  down  Bills 
at  such  hours  that  they  were  absolutely  unable 
to  master  the  details  of  them,  when  tbey  were 
80  overworked  that  there  was  no  hope  of  under- 
standing the  measures  laid  before  them.  And 
yet,  without  one  word  of  explanation  from  the 
Minister,  they  were  asked  to  blindly  accept  a 
Captain  RtUiell 


Bill,  the  honourable  gentleman  even  objeetiog, 
as  ha  at  first  did,  to  let  it  go  bofore  the  Statutes 
Bevision  Committee — a  Bill,  too,  which  materi- 
ally interfered  with  the  rights  of  private  pro- 
perty I 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  with  regard  to  a  good 
deal  of  what  his  honourable  &iend  had  said 
he  agreed,  but  he  had  forgotten  one  import- 
ant matter — namely,  that  the  confiscation  was 
effected  by  the  Act  of  1892,  and  that  this  BUI 
was  only  an  extension  of  the  confiscatory  prin- 
ciple which  bis  honourable  friend  the  Colonitd 
Treasurer  had  already  soc  well  under  weigh. 
Therefore  he  did  not  thi^  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay's  objection  applied  to 
ite  full  extent,  and  he  was  not  at  all  sore 
that  the  Bill  would  do  any  great  injustice. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  refer  it  to  the 
Statutes  Bevision  Committee  to  see  whether 
any  arrangement  could  be  made  under  which 
the  confiscation  would  not  be  so  drastic.  He 
believed  there  was  a  good  deal  of  protection 
for  private  interests,  and  that  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framer  of  the  measure.  There 
seemed  to  him  to  be  indications  throughout  it 
in  the  direction  of  enabling  the  State  to  seize 
private  property,  but,  as  far  as  he  could  judge, 
the  original  intention  was  not  that  at  all.  He 
thought  they  could  arrange  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1892  which  were  objectionable  might  be  so 
amended  in  this  Bill  as  to  make  this  a  work- 
able Bill  for  the  protection,  and  not  the  con- 
fiscation, of  private  property ;  and  therefore,  for 
his  part,  he  was  prepared  to  see  the  Bill  go  on. 

Major  STEWARD  said  it  was  quite  true,  as 
stated  by  the  last  speaker,  that  the  principle  of 
confiscation  was  introduced  in  the  Act  of  1893, 
but  he  submitted  that,  when  they  had  an 
amending  Bill  before  them,  they  ought  not  to 
refuse  to  consider  whether  or  not  that  principle 
should  be  carried  out  to  the  full  extent.  He 
was  prepared  to  admit  that  it  was  contrary  to 
public  policy  that  any  land  in  the  colony  should 
be  allowed  to  lie  unodministered  by  any  person 
whatsoever.  If  they  could  not  find  the  owner, 
then,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  State,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  State  should  step  in  and 
administer  the  land ;  but  he  did  not  see  why 
the  rights  of  the  owner  should  be  confiscated 
thereby.  Let  the  revenue  from  the  land  come 
to  the  State  in  the  meantime,  and  let  the  ad- 
ministration vest  in  the  State.  Surely  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  cost  of  the  administration 
of  the  estate  would  eat  up  the  whole  value  of 
the  freehold.  Clause  15  provided  that  if  within 
twelve  years  proof  of  ownership  were  not  esta- 
blished the  land  absolutely  reverted  to  the 
State.  If  that  clause  were  amended  to  the  eSect 
that  all  charges  a,s  against  the  land  should 
be  defrayed  by  the  State,  and  that  all  the 
profits  derived  from  the  land  should  go  to  the 
State,  it  would  suffice.  He  did  not  mean  that 
the  ontiro  profits  should  accrue  to  the  State, 
but  that  the  land  should  be  administered  by 
the  State,  and  all  charges  against  it  met  out  of 
the  rental.  He  thought  that  justice  would  be 
satisfied  by  what  he  had  indicated,  and  then, 
if  so  amended,  the  Act  would  secure  the  in- 
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teiest  o{  the  owner ;  bat  to  say  th&t  the  land 
should  be  confiscated  becaase  twelve  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  owner  had  been  heard  from 
was  not  right,  just,  or  expedient.  Althongh 
he  would  vote  for  the  second  reading,  he  wonld 
support  any  honourable  member  in  Committee 
in  endeavouring  to  do  away  with  unnecessary 
confiscation  of  private  interests. 

Mr.  PIBAKI  would  like  to  say  that  he  was 
veiy  much  surprised  indeed  at  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  some  honourable  members  in 
reference  to  this  Bill.  Any  one  would  think  it 
had  just  been  circulated,  and  that  no  member 
had  read  it,  whereas  it  had  been  in  the  pigeon- 
holes for  months  past,  and  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity that  could  be  desired  had  been  given  to 
study  it.  They  knew  as  well  as  could  De  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  law  at  the  present 
time ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  although  it  was 
law,  the  law  was  defective :  it  was  not  worth 
the  paper  it  was  printed  on ;  and  unless  some 
such  measure  as  this  was  put  on  the  statute- 
book  they  might  as  well  do  without  the  law 
which  had  been  passed.  They  knew,  also,  that 
many  sections  of  land  were  in  such  a  position 
that  it  was  impossible  to  administer  them  in 
Miy  way  except  by  selling  them.  They  were  a 
block  to  settlement,  and  a  stumbling-block  in 
the  way  of  anything  being  done  in  the  towns. 
The  law  at  present  provided  that  those  persons 
obtaining  possession  of  such  land  could  confis- 
oate  it  to  their  own  use  if  they  held  it  for 
a  certain  number  of  years.  The  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  said  that  a  private 
person  could  not  get  the  land  without  getting 
permission  from  the  authorities.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  study  the  law  a  little  he 
would  know  that,  if  a  private  person  had  nndis- 
pnted  possession  of  land,  before  the  principal 
Act  this  was  amending  was  passed,  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  he  had  a  full  title  to  it  as 
against  anybody  else. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — No. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  was  so,  except  as 
against  the  original  Crown  grantee.  He 
thought  the  State  should  be  put  in  a  better 
position  even  than  a  private  individual ;  and 
those  people  who  neglected  their  own  proper^, 
who  neglected  to  pay  their  rates  upon  it,  should 
forfeit  their  right  to  that  property  if  they  failed 
to  carry  out  tiieir  proper  functions  as  owners 
of  the  land  within  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  speech  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  somewhat  amused  him.  The 
honourable  gentleman  found  fault  with  Minis- 
ters for  not  explaining  their  Bills.  This  Bill 
had  been  circulated  for  weeks.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  not  like  Rip  Van  Winkle, 
because  there  was  this  very  material  difference 
between  them 

Oaptain  RUSSELL. — He  was  a  very  good 
ohatacter.  , 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  Rip  Van  Winkle,  after 
an  Interval  of  twenty-five  years,  remembered 
all  that  had  taken  place  before  the  interval, 
but  the  honourable  member  did  not  recollect 
what  had  taken  place  only  two  years  ago.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  forgotten  that  the 
main  proposals  in  this  Bill  were  the  law  at  the 
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present  time.  The  honourable  member  had 
not  before  complained  of  the  system  proposed 
under  this  Bill.    This  was  the  present  law. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  bad. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  if  it  was  bad,  why  did  not 
the  honourable  gentleman  take  exception  to  it 
when  the  Bill  of  1892  was  being  passed  ? 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— I  have  no  doubt  I  did. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  explained  the  material 
alterations  in  this  Bill  in  moving  the  second 
reading.  The  honourable  member  went  on  to 
say  that  the  Government  brought  down  Bills 
for  the  purpose  of  confiscating  land. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbxb. — It  does. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  Bill  did  not  alter  the 
law  of  1892  in  this  respect.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  evidently  overlooked  the  Act  of 
1892 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  — Who  brought  down  the 
Bill  of  1892  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Mr.  Ballance. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.- Who  passed  it? 

Mr.  WARD.— The  House ;  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  supported  it  upon  that 
occasion ; — he  certainly  was  supporting  Mr. 
Ballance  at  that  time.  He  just  wished  to  say 
that  the  Government  had  no  desire  in  this 
matter  to  do  anything  in  the  shape  of  confis- 
cating property.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  referred  to  that  word  so  often 
that  he  apparently  dreamed  of  it.  Hardly  a 
proposal  could  be  made  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  suggested  that  it  meant  confisca- 
tion. As  to  the  term  of  twelve  years,  he  would 
be  quite  prepared  in  Committee  to  extend  the 
term  to  twenty  years.  This  Bill  was  wanted 
in  order  to  make  the  existing  law  workable. 
There  was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Public  Trustee  to  do  anything  in 
the  way  of  confiscating  people's  property. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SEA-FISHERIES  BILL. 
Mr.  WARD,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  consolidation  measure. 
The  new  provisions  were  as  follow  :  Glauses  18 
to  20  provided  that  when  a  person  discovered 
a  new  oyster-bed  the  Minister  might  grant  him 
an  exclusive  license  to  use  it,  or  a  part  of  it, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years.  Clauses 
21  and  22  empowered  the  issue  of  licenses  for 
the  exclusive  right  of  taking  oysters  from 
natural  oyster-beds.  No  license  was  to  include 
more  than  five  acres  below  high-water  mark,  or 
a  frontage  to  the  sea  of  more  than  110  yards. 
The  Monukau  beds  had  been  kept  closed 
pending  this  power  being  obtained.  If  the 
beds  were  leased  under  proper  regulations  it 
would  prevent  the  indiscriminate  taking  of 
oysters  and  the  depletion  of  the  beds.  Clause 
28,  subsection  (2),  and  clause  29  would  enable 
lessees  to  take  oysters  for  the  sake  of  replenish- 
ing beds,  and  to  make  and  maintain  beds. 
Clauses  40  to  43  provided  for  the  granting  of 
licenses  to  take  and  kill  seals.  The  licenses 
were  to  be  disposed  of  by  public  auction  or 
tender,  and  were  not  to  be  for  more  than  four- 
teen years,  with  provisions  for  renewal  on 
valuation  for  a  further  period  of  seven  years. 
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He  might  ny  that  it  bad  been  found  that  the 
system  of  having  a  close  season  in  connection 
with  sealing  bad  not  worked  to  the  advantage 
of  tbe  people  who  were  carrying  on  this  olsfs 
of  bnsiness.  It  had  worked  to  the  advantage 
of  outsiders,  who  very  often  came  to  oar  seal- 
eties  and  killed  seals  during  the  close  season. 
It  was  believed  that  by  establishing  a  system 
of  leasing  the  fisheries  by  public  competition 
the  lessees  would  then  live  on  the  islands  and 
conserve  and  guard  the  seals.  Subsection  (2) 
of  clause  46  was  another  new  provision,  en- 
acting that  every  person  would  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  who  bought,  sold,  exposed  for  sale, 
or  had  in  his  possession  any  fish  taken  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  colony  which  were  not, 
as  regarded  size,  et  cetera,  in  accordance  with 
the  law.  Last  year  a  person  was  prosecuted 
and  fined  for  possessing  fish  below  the  regu- 
lation size ;  but  on  appeal  the  conviction 
was  quashed,  on  the  ground  that  the  part  of 
Hawke's  Bay  in  which  the  fish  were  caught 
was  outside  the  limits  of  the  colony.  Unless 
the  law  was  amended  as  proposed  it  would  be 
difficult  to  secure  a  conviction  for  a  breach  of 
the  law  if  the  person  charged  stated  that  the 
fish  were  not  taJcen  in  New  Zealand  waters. 

An  Hon.  Mevbeb. — What  about  the  Na- 
tives? 

Mr.  WABD  said  clause  70  provided  that  the 
authority  of  the  Native  Minister  was  neces- 
sary to  prosecute  any  Native  for  a  breach  of 
the  Act.  With  tbe  exception  of  the  clauses  he 
had  mentioned,  the  Bill  was  a  consolidating 
measure. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  would  draw  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  attention  to  an  application 
made  by  one  of  bis  constituents  who  was  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  of  going  in  for  oyster  culti- 
vation. He  applied  for  a  piece  of  tbe  foreshore 
at  Waituna  lagoon,  but  the  Government  refused 
to  grant  his  application. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  might  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  a  different  reply 
had  been  sent  to  the  applicant  that  day. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  in  that  case  he  had 
nothing  farther  to  say. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  he  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Otaki  recently  introduced  a 
deputation  to  the  Minister  in  reference  to  the 
oyster-fishery. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  had  attended  to  that 
matter. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  was  very  satis- 
factory. He  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister  if 
he  did  not  think  that  five  acres  was  far  too 
•mall  an  area  for  an  oyster-bed.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  would  not  be  worth  anybody's 
while  to  take  up  such  a  small  area.  He  thought 
the  area  should  be  increased.  Such  areas 
in  England  were  considerably  more  than  five 
acres. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  was  prepared  to  amend 
the  clause  so  that  the  Oovarnor  in  Council 
might  fix  the  area. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that,  so  far  as  seals 
were  concerned,  some  of  the  varieties  were 
becoming  extinct,  and  the  question  was,  whe- 
Ur.  Ward 


ther  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  olose  up  the 
season  for  a  few  yean. 

Mr.  PABATA  would  like  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  bow  the  Bill  now  befoia  the  House 
would  affect  the  Natives  and  haJf-oastas  in 
Stewart  Island.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  most 
be  injurious  to  them,  as  it  might  prevent 
them  from  having  the  same  privileges  as  thajr 
enjoyed  in  the  past,  for  if  the  foreshore  were  let 
to  other  people  they  would  be  debarred  from 
fishing.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  maoh 
like  a  Bill  that  Mr.  Hatch  strongly  advocated 
some  years  ago.  If  that  were  so,  he  should 
oppose  the  measure  until  the  Minister  assured 
hipi  it  would  not  take  away  any  of  the  Native 
rights. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  clause  8  of  this  Bill  was  the 
existing  law. 

Mr.  WABD.— Yes. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  was  not  aware  there  was  snoh 
a  law  as  this. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  did  not  think  it  was 
altered  at  all. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  was  not  aware  there  was  • 
license-fee  of  £1  for  fishermen's  boats.  Would 
the  honourable  gentleman  tell  him  under  what 
Act  the  license-fee  was  charged,  and  who  col- 
lected it  1  He  was  never  aware  that  fishing- 
boats  had  to  pay  a  license-fee.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  right  that  fishermen  shonld  be 
asked  to  pay  £1  a  year.  They  were  poor  men, 
and  should  not  be  asked  to  pay  anything  what- 
ever. As  to  larger  craft,  it  was  a  very  di&exent 
thing,  but  small  fishermen's  boats  should  not 
be  charged  at  all.  The  main  parts  of  the  BiU 
were  those  referring  to  oyster-  and  seal-fiiheriea. 
So  far  as  the  seal-fisheries  were  concerned,  he 
thought  this  system  might  be  tried  in  the  case 
of  the  Auckland  and  Campbell  Islands.  U 
licenses  were  given  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
years  it  might  have  tbe  effect  of  providing  Jthat 
the  seals  should  not  be  wantonly  destroyed,  as 
they  knew  had  been  the  case.  If  this  destruo- 
tion  were  continued,  the  result  would  be  that 
in  a  few  years  all  fur-seals  would  be  practi- 
cally unknown.  It  would  need  very  careful 
provision  to  be  made  with  regard  to  that.  As 
to  promoting  the  propagation  of  oysters,  he 
thought  the  leasing  of  foreshores  should  be 
encouraged.  If  that  were  done,  there  would  be 
a  very  large  increase  of  oyster-fisheries,  and  a 
groat  number  of  men  would  be  employed. 
Another  thing  that  ought  to  be  encouraged 
still  more  was  the  canning  of  fish.  A  great 
number  of  the  fish  here  were  as  good  as,  and 
even  better  than,  those  imported,  and  it  was  a 
pity  greater  encouragement  was  not  given  to 
the  industry. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  in  Committee  he  waa 
prepared  to  consider  any  proposals  to  make 
this  Bill  more  workable.  He  believed  daoae 
8  was  the  law  at  the  present  time,  hot  he 
would  not  say  so  definitely  until  he  looked  up 
the  original  law.  In  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  as  to  the  area 
of  oyster-beds,  he  would  be  prepared  to  oonsidei 
that  in  Oonunittee,  with  a  view  to  having  it 
improved.    He  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
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gay  that  the  Governor  in  Ooancil  could  from 
time  to  time  fix  suoh  areas  as  were  considered 
desirable.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Southern  Maori  District,  he  might  say 
the  Bill  provided  that  the  areas  should  be  put 
up  to  auction  in  the  ordinary  vfay.  For  some 
time  past  seals  had  been  utterly  destroyed  by 
outsiders  going  to  the  islands  and  killing  them. 
It  was  just  as  much  in  the  interest  of  the  Na- 
tives OS  of  the  Europeans  to  protect  the  seals. 
Of  course,  any  one  who  obtained  a  lease  of  the 
islands  for  sealing  purposes  would  doubtless 
recognise  the  skill  of  the  Natives,  and,  in  his 
own  interest,  would  no  doubt  give  them  em- 
ployment. This  Bill  was  chiefly  a  consolidating 
Bill,  but  such  amendments  of  the  Fisheries 
Act  were  intended  to  remove  anomalies  exist- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WORKirEN'S  WAGES  BILL. 

^Ir.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  an  exceedingly  short 
one,  containing  only  three  clauses,  one  of  which 
was  the  operative  clause.  It  was  introduced 
in  consequence  of  a  debate  which  took  place  in 
the  House  some  weeks  ago.  There  htul  been, 
and  probably  always  would  be,  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  that  House  as  to  the  policy  of  pass- 
ing a  measure  designed  to  increase  wages  or  to 
keep  them  from  getting  lower,  but  there  never 
would  bo  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  making 
every  effort  to  secure  to  a  workman  the  wages 
be  had  actually  earned  by  hard  work.  The 
whole  intention  of  the  Act  last  year  was  to  do 
(hat.  That  Bill  was  brought  in  to  prevent 
workmen,  by  fair  means  or  foul,  from  being 
4}ono  out  of  the  wages  they  earned  ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, a  loophole  was  left  in  it.  Workmen 
«ould  contract  themselves  out  of  the  Bill. 
This  Bill  was  to  prevent  contracting  out  of  the 
Act.  It  was  to  prevent  workmen  from  con- 
tracting with  their  employers  in  such  a  way 
that  under  certain  circumstances  their  wages 
would  be  forfeited.  This  Bill  was  to  prevent 
any  contract  involving  forfeiture  having  force 
save  to  the  extent  of  one-fifth  of  the  wages  :  in 
other  words,  if  a  man  had  been  working  on  a 
station  nearly  throughout  the  shearing,  and 
then,  owing  to  some  dispute,  struck,  the  whole 
of  his  wages  up  to  date  was  not  to  be  forfeited, 
but  only  one-fifth.  He  thought  the  justice  of 
that  would  be  apparent  to  the  House,  and  he 
had  much  pleasure  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  might  say  he  understood  the 
object  of  this  clause  was  to  provide  this :  that, 
if  a  man  had  entered  into  a  contract  and  had 
undertaken  to  come  under  a  penalty  for  not 
doing  something,  the  penalty  was  not  to  exceed 
one-fifth  of  the  wages  coming  to  him.  Well, 
that  would  not  carry  out  or  meet  the  case  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  Ho  would 
suppose  a  man  had  agreed  to  shear  ten  thou- 
sand sheep,  and  he  sheared  nine  thousand.  If 
it  was  a  condition  that  ho  was  not  to  bo  paid 
until  the  ten  thousand  sheep  were  shorn,  lie 
would  get  no  wages,  although  he  had  shorn 
nine  thousand.     According  to   the  law  laid 


down  in  the  case  of  Cutter  versus  Powell,  sop- 
posing  a  man  agreed  to  paint  a  man's  portrait 
and  left  out  the  nose,  he  would  gat  nothing, 
because  be  did  not  finish  the  portrait.  His 
contract  was  to  paint  the  portrait,  and  leaving 
out  the  nose  be  had  not  finished  his  contract. 
That  was  the  principle  of  law  that  underlay 
this  class  of  cases, 

Mr.  REEVES  said  this  clause  was  so  drawn 
that  it  would  prevent  that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  if  a  man  agreed  to 
do  a  certain  work  and  did  not  perform  it,  he 
was  to  earn  wages  for  the  amount  of  work  he 
had  done,  although  be  did  not  complete  his 
contract.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
that,  ho  would  alter  the  whole  law  of  contracts. 
He  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
wanted  to  do  that.  Supposing  a  man  were  a 
seaman,  and  undertook  to  go  from  Auckland  to 
Wellington,  and  from  Wellington  to  Dunedin, 
and  from  Dunedin  back  to  Auckland :  the  law 
was  that  that  man  did  not  earn  his  wages  until 
he  got  back  to  Auckland.  He  could  not  leave 
at  Wellington,  but  had  to  perform  his  contract. 
That  was  not  the  meaning  of  this  Bill,  and  ha 
did  not  see  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant.  He  could  understand  a  measure  pro- 
viding for  this  class  of  case:  that,  if  a  man 
was  paid  a  weekly  wage  in  a  factory,  his  factory 
fines  in  a  factory  should  not  exceed  a  fifth  of 
his  wages.    That  one  could  understand. 

Mr.  REEVES.— That  is  not  in  this  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  going  to  get  round  the  law  of 
contract  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  undertook  a 
job,  the  best  tost  would  be  bushfelling.  Sup- 
pose a  man  undertook  to  fell  one  hundred 
acres,  and  ho  did  ninety  acres,  perhaps,  of  the 
easiest  bush,  and  was  paid  at  so  much  per 
acre,  was  he  to  leave  the  ten  acres  undone,  and 
throw  up  his  contract  when  he  had  done  ninety 
acres  ? 

Mr.  REEVES.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  could  not  understand 
the  Bill,  unless  it  was  to  allow  the  workman 
to  recover  in  all  cases.  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  this  ? — 

"  No  condition  or  agreement  whatsoever 
between  a  workman  and  his  employer  for  the 
retention,  forfeiture,  or  non-payment  of  any 
wages  for  any  cause  whatsoever  is  binding 
against  such  workman,  save  to  the  extent  of 
one-fifth  of  the  sum  to  which  he  would  be 
entitled  if  no  such  condition  or  agreement 
existed." 

Now,  the  wages  were  not  earned  until  the 
contract  was  finished ;  and  the  illustration  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  gave  about  shearing 
would  not  help  him,  because  the  wages  were 
not  earned  until  the  whole  contract  was 
finished,  and  until  then  he  was  not  entitled  to 
wages.  Therefore  the  whole  of  the  money 
was  forfeited,  for  he  had  not  done  his  work 
until  he  had  finished  it. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  have  done  a 
great  deal. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,  then  the  honourable 
member  admitted  what  he  had  said  about  a 
portrait  that  was  punted  all  but  the  nose. 
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Mr.  BEEVBS  said  a  man  was  not  paid 
wages  for  painting  a  portrait. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  might  be  paid  wages. 
What  he  weinted  to  know  was,  Did  this  Bill 
mean  that,  in  every  contract  between  an  em- 
ployer and  a  workman,  the  workman  was  en- 
titled to  claim,  as  they  called  it  in  law,  on  a 
guantum  meruit,  independently  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  contract?  That  would  not  work. 
The  honourable  member,  a  little  time  ago,  said 
that  was  not  what  was  meant,  and  now  he  said 
it  was  what  was  meant. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— It  is  something  di&erent. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  given  an  illustra- 
tion, aai  stated  what  was  decided  in  Cutter 
versus  Powell,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  said  it  did  not  apply. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Painting  a  portrait  is  quite 
a  different  thing  from  shearing  sheep.  Yon 
were  talking  about  leaving  out  the  nose,  bo  that 
the  portrait  would  be  absolutely  useless  and 
ridiculous. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  member 
was  changing  his  ground.  He  bad  given  an 
illustration,  and  quoted  Gutter  versus  Powell; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that 
class  of  oases  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He 
was  now  driven  from  that,  and  said  that 
it  came  within  the  case  of  recovering  on  a 
quantum  meruit  whatever  happened.  He  put 
it  to  the  House,  if  they  allowed  that  between 
a  workman  and  an  employer,  they  must  allow 
it  between  a  manufacturer  and  the  purchaser 
of  his  manufactures.  He  would  suppose  a 
case.  If  they  applied  this  doctrine,  then  they 
must  apply  it  all  round,  and  it  was  entirely 
altering  the  whole  law  of  contract,  which  had 
not  only  been  in  existence  since  Britain  was  a 
civilised  community,  but  was  the  law  of  con- 
tract according  to  iiie  Roman  Civil  Law.  Hn 
did  not  think  it  was  workable  in  this  way.  He 
could  understand  the  honourable  member  say- 
ing that  if  wages  had  accrued — that  was,  if  a 
man  was  entitled  to  them — a  penalty  should 
not  exceed  so  much ;  but  if  the  wages  had  not 
accrued,  and  the  contract  was  not  completed, 
then  to  make  this  provision  was  to  cast  them 
adrift  on  a  sea  of  litigation.  If  the  honour- 
able member  wanted  this  to  apply  to  shearing 
contracts  only,  then  he  ought  to  have  the 
courage  of  his  opinions,  and  come  down  and  say 
that  at  the  end  of  every  hundred  sheep  a  man 
was  entitled  to  demand  his  wages  and  to  leave. 
If  be  would  say  that,  one  could  understand  it, 
and  it  would  be  to  say  that  there  should  be  no 
contract  for  shearing  more  than  one  hundred 
sheep.  That  was  perfectly  understandable.  If 
the  honourable  member  introduced  such  a  BUI 
to  deal  with  shearers  they  should  understand 
what  it  meant.  Suppose  a  small  farmer  had 
five  hundred  sheep,  and  wanted  men  to  shear 
them,  and  said  he  would  give  £1  a  hundred  to 
shear  the  five  hundred  sheep.  At  the  end  of 
the  first  hnndred  the  man  could  say  that  he 
wanted  his  pound,  and  that  he  would  not  shear 
the  balance ;  that  his  employer  must  get  another 
shearer — that  he  had  done  a  part  of  his  work 
and  wanted  his  pound.    That  was  what  might 


happen.    He  submitted  that  if  this  Bill  applied 

generally  it  would  be  unworkable.  Shea,ring 
might  require  special  legislation — he  would  not 
say  it  did  or  did  not — and,  if  it  did,  let  them 
consider  it  on  its  merits.  If  shearers  had  been 
unfairly  treated,  he,  for  one,  did  not  want  to 
defend  tho  pastoralists  at  all ;  and  if  it  could 
be  shown  that  they  were  treating  their  men 
unfairly,  and  allowing  things  to  be  done  which 
ought  not  to  be  done,  by  all  means  let  a  law  be 
brought  in  to  deal  with  them ;  but  he  woald 
point  out  that  this  was  altering  the  whole  law, 
and  where  the  thing  was  to  end  he  did  not 
know. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that  no  doubt  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  to  prevent  the  pastoralists 
who  engaged  men  to  shear  sheep  during  the 
shearing  season  from  doing  such  things  as 
had  occurred  in  Ine  Benmore  case.  These  men 
lost  the  whole  of  their  wages  because  of  a  dis- 
pute about  wet  sheep,  and  not  because  they 
refused  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the  bargain.  The 
sheep  were  unfit  to  shear  ;  and,  having  refused 
to  shear  the  sheep  when  ordered  to  do  so  by 
the  manager  o!  the  station,  the  men  were  im- 
mediately discharged,  and  the  manager  refused 
to  pay  them  any  part  of  their  wages  earned  np 
to  the  time  of  ^smissal.  This  BUI  was  meant 
to  protect  the  wages  of  shearers  earned  up  to 
the  time  of  any  dispute  occurring :  that  was, 
he  understood,  what  was  desired  ;  but  whether 
the  Bill  brought  in  would  have  that  efiect  or 
not  he  could  not  say.  He  hoped  it  would, 
for  there  was  no  doubt  that  that  was  its  in- 
tention, and  there  could  be  just  as  little  doubt 
of  the  necessity  for  the  measure.  During  the 
coming  season  there  might  happen  what  had 
happened  in  the  past.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  Citj  said  it  would  not  have  that 
efiect.  Well,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  assist  them  in  putting  the  Bill  in 
suck  a  shape  that  it  would  have  the  desired 
effect.  He  bad  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  in  the  hope  of 
getting  it  improved  in  Committee. 

Mr.  MONTGOMETRY  said  they  were  all  de- 
sirous that  some  clause  should  be  inserted 
that  would  meet  cases  like  the  Benmore  one ; 
but  the  question  was,  whether  this  clause  woald 
meet  them  or  not.  The  point  raised  by  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  was,  he 
thought,  a  point  that  should  commend  itself 
to  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Labonr. 
The  point  was,  Would  it  be  possible  for  aa 
employer  to  make  a  contract  of  this  sort? — 
"  I  hereby  agree  that,  if  X  shall  shear  at  my 
shed  uutU  all  the  sheep  on  the  station  are 
cut  out,  I  will  pay  16s.  per  hundred."  Was 
it  possible  to  make  that  contract  under  thia 
Bill?  Because,  if  it  was  possible,  then  the 
Bill  would  have  nc.  effect  whatever.  He 
thought  such  a  contract  could  be  made,  and 
that  the  clause  would  not  prevent  it,  and  there- 
fore would  not  prevent  an  employer  from  con- 
tracting out.  That  was  jnst  the  point  he  wished 
the  Minister  to  consider. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  as  sincerely  tuxzioos 
as  any  one  to  protect  any  rightful  wages 
earned;  but  surely  it  would  be  wiong  to  pis» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Workmen's 


[HOUSE.] 


Wages  Bill. 


70£^ 


a  clause,  without  fairly  considering  it,  trhich 
would  destroy  the  system  of  contracting  that 
now  existed.  It  was  not  as  if  this  Bill  was 
only  to  apply  to  shearers.  As  he  understood 
it,  it  would  apply  to  work  of  every  kind.  To 
take  an  illustration :  Supposing  a  farmer  was 
anxious  to  have  a  job  of  fencing  done,  and 
employed  men  to  do  it,  and  it  was  arranged 
between  the  employer  and  the  men  that, 
say,  two  miles,  of  fencing  should  be  done, 
at  so  much  per  mile  for  erecting  the  fence. 
For  the  first  mile  and  a  half  the  ground 
might  bo  an  alluvial  plain  where  it  was  very 
easy  to  sink  the  poBt-hoIes,  and  where,  the  land 
being  level,  it  would  be  easy  to  strain  the  fence ; 
but  the  last  half-mile  of  country  might  be 
stony  and  hilly,  where  sinking  would  be  very 
hard,  and  there  would  have  to  be  continually 
footed  posts  and  all  these  varieties  understood 
by  the  practical  farmer.  The  last  half-mile 
practically  might  cost  as  much  in  labour  as 
the  preceding  mile.  Would  it  be  possible 
under  the  Bill — and  it  seemed  to  him  it  would 
— for  the  men  who  had  taken  the  contract  at 
a  definite  price  per  mile  to  say  they  had  done 
the  first  mile  and  a  half,  and  to  tell  the  em- 
ployer that  he  must  pay  them  for  that  and 
they  would  not  complete  the  contract?  Surely 
that  would  not  be  right.  And  then,  in  the 
matter  of  shearing,  they  should  not  consider 
the  question  merely  from  one  point  of  view. 
Liet  chem  take  a  large  shed,  where  three- 
fourths  of  the  sheep  were  shorn,  and  another 
shed  somewhere  else  commencing  shearing, 
whither  the  gang  of  men  might  wish  to  go,  and 
leave  their  employer  to  finish  his  sheep  as  best 
he  could.  Surely  no  one  would  wish  for  that. 
He  would  be  happy  to  support  the  l^Iinister 
in  providing  that  a  shearer  wlio  carried  out  his 
part  of  the  contract  should  receive  his  wages 
in  full,  without  deduction  of  any  kind  what- 
soever ;  but  ho  believed  the  right  of  contract 
should  be  maintained,  and  should  bear  equally 
upon  employer  and  employed.  If  they  entered 
into  a  job  to  shear  sheep,  to  make  a  drain,  or 
to  conscrnct  a  fence  it  should  be  incumbent 
upon  them  to  carry  out  fully  the  agreement 
entered  into. 

Mr.  BUTTON  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  read  with  the 
Workman's  Wages  Act  of  1893,  and  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  word  "wages"  in  that  Act 
included  "any  money  or  thing  had  or  con- 
tracted to  be  paid,  delivered,  or  given  as  recom- 
pense, reward,  remuneration,  or  consideration 
for  any  service,  work,  or  labour  rendered  or 
done,  or  to  be  rendered  or  done,  whether  within 
a  certain  time  or  to  a  certain  amount,  or  for  a 
time  or  an  amount  uncertain,  and  whether 
payable  daily,  weekly,  or  monthly."  That  in- 
cluded every  contract  in  which  workmen  could 
be  engaged.  And  now  here  they  found  a  clause 
introduced,  to  be  read  in  connection  with  that 
Act,  that  any  condition  or  agreement  what- 
soever between  a  workman  and  an  .employer 
for  the  retention,  or  forfeiture,  or  non-payment 
of  any  charge,  in  any  case  whatsoever,  was  not 
to  be  binding,  and  so  on.  "Wages"  having 
reference  to  the  interpretation  in  the  Act,  the 


effect,  he  thought,  was  much  wider  than  the 
honourable  member  intended. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  explain  if  they 
would  give  him  a  chance. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  a  matter  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  passed  over  in  that 
way.  He  really  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  knew  what  the  Bill  meant. 

Mr.  REEVES.— You  will  not  give  me  an 
opportunity  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  point  was  this :  If 
this  Bill  were  passed  it  would  be  an  end  to 
contracting  altogether.  Was  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  desired  ?  It  was  quite 
evident  he  knew  very  little  about  the  system 
of  working  carried  on  throughout  the  colony  or 
he  would  not  introduce  such  a  Bill.  How  were 
all  the  roads  made  ?  How  did  the  local  bodies 
all  get  their  works  done  7  Was  it  not  by  con- 
tract ?  Then,  if  a  person  took  a  contract,  and 
terminated  it  at  any  moment,  he  could  claim 
to  be  paid  for  less  than  the  contract.  He  could 
not  understand  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  by  this.  If  he  wished  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  deal  specially  with  shearers,  then  let  it 
be  confined  to  them — make  a  provision  in  the 
Bill  so  that  a  shearer  could  demand  payment 
for  every  hundred  sheep  as  he  sheared  them, 
in  the  event  of  a  dispute.  There  would  be  no 
objection  to  that  whatever;  but  this  did  not 
stop  at  that  at  all.  It  struck  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  whole  system  of  carrying  on  work 
throughout  the  colony.  He  might  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  he  looked  seriously  at 
it  he  would  see  that  it  would  not  work  weU  at 
all. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber must  not  think  that  he  was  at  all  annoyed 
with  him  for  introducing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  could  remove  the 
opposition  if  given  an  opportunity  to  explain. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  meet  the  House  on 
the  matter  if  given  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  must  enter  his 
protest  against  this  Bill.  It  was  one  of  the 
class  of  Bills  brought  in  by  the  Minister  of 
Labour  he  had  always  objected  to.  It  inter- 
fered in  the  most  improper  way  with  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  This  Bill,  as  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button),  had  a  most  wide  application.  Of 
course  these  might  be  only  Committee  objec- 
tions, and  the  Bill  might  be  modified  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  principle  was  wrong,  and  the 
Bill    ought  not    to  be  allowed  to  pass.    He 

„  or.  thought  this  was  a  most  objectionable 
•"^"  measure,  because  it  attempted  to  legis- 
late in  the  direction  of  authorising  any  con- 
tract entered  into  between  private  individuals 
to  be  broken.  Where  such  a  contract  was 
entered  into,  the  State,  by  this  legislation, 
would  authorise  a  breach  of  that  contract,  and 
honourable  members  would  see  that  the  Bill 
was  legislating  in  the  direction  of  violating  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  common -la\v  of 
the  country.  It  was  a  Bill  which  ought  not  to 
he  passed  by  the  House,  as  its  effect  would  be 
that,  insteaid  of  attempting  to  encourage  the 
investment  of  capital,  and  thereby  give  em- 
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ployment  to  the  workmen  of  the  coontiy,  it 
would  have  the  opposite  eSect  entirely,  and 
Would  tighten  the  purae-strings  of  capitalists 
and  the  employers  of  labour,  and  moke  it  un- 
certain for  holders  of  property  and  capital  to 
invest  in  any  undertaking  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  employ  labour.  They  would  not  enter 
into  any  of  those  contracts,  simply  because  this 
Bill  would  render  any  contract  they  might 
enter  into  with  their  workmen  liable  to  be 
broken,  and  no  sufficient  remedy  would  be 
given  for  the  breach  of  that  contract.  He 
understood  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  had  dealt  ex- 
haustively with  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  and 
its  general  effects  upon  employers  and  work- 
men. Unfortunately  he  did  not  hear  the 
honourable  member's  speech,  but,  as  he  had 
dealt  with  that  part  of  the  question,  he  would 
not  refer  to  it.  But  he  did  say,  as  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  that  the  Governmant 
HEid  acted  hastily  in  allowing  a  measure  of  this 
sort  to  be  brought  up  at  this  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, especially  when  they  had  been  told  that 
it  was  simply  legislation  to  meet  a  particular 
case — that  was,  a  dispute  that  had  occurred 
between  a  shearer  and  the  owner  of  a  sheep- 
station.  It  was  wrong '  to  legislate  in  the 
direction  of  trying  to  remedy  a  particular 
grievance  that  might  have  occurred  in  one  or 
two  isolated  cases.  When  they  legislated  in 
the  direction  of  allowing  contracts  entered  into 
for  the  employment  of  labour  to  be  broken  they 
should  legislate  so  that  that  legislation  would 
fall  evenly — not  only  upon  employers,  but  upon 
employed.  This  legislation  was  entirely  one- 
sided, and  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass.  In 
order  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House,  he  would 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 
Debate  adjourned. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

On  the  question.  That  tlie  House  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  to  consider  the  public- 
works  estimates, 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,— Sir,  when  we,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  last  night,  after  the  Pre- 
mier had  laid  the  Public  Works  Statement  upon 
the  table,  agreed  to  take  the  debate  upon  it  this 
evening  wo  did  not  contemplate  that  we  were 
going  to  be  kept  here  until  two  o'clock  this 
morning,  neither  did  we  think  that  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  attend  Committees  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  also  to  be  in  our  places  here  in  the 
House  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock  this  morning. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  on 
behalf  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  House,  this 
morning  asked  the  Premier  whether  he  would 
be  willing  to  postpone  this  debate  in  order  to 
take  it  on  Monday  night,  but  he  declined  to  do 
so,  and  said  that  the  sooner  it  was  out  of  the 
way  the  better  it  would  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  sooner  you  will  get 
home. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  —  Well,  honourable 
members  will  see  that  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table  about  nine  o'clock 
last  night,  that  it  is  a  very  important  doou- 
Mr.  OuinnetS 


ment,  and  that  it  would  take  honourable  mem- 
bers a  very  considerable  time  to  make  them^ 
selves  acquainted  with  the  details  contained  in 
it.  There  are  a  large  number  of  paragraphs, 
in  it  which  should  result  in  a  considerable 
amount  of  debate,  if  only  we  debated  them 
as  they  ought  to  be  discussed  by  this  House. 
Therefore  I  consider  it  would  be  impossible  to 
deal  with  the  proposals  contained  in  this  State- 
ment as  it  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  very 
short  time  we  have  at  our  disposal  this  even- 
ing. At  the  same  time,  on  account  of  the 
time-limit  it  is  necessary  to  be  brief,  and  in 
making  the  few  remarks  that  I  intend  to  make 
upon  the  proposals  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Worlcs  I  shall,  in  leading  off  the  debate,  en- 
deavour to  be  as  short  as  I  possibly  can.  I 
myself  think  that  it  would  be  almost  useless  to 
attempt  to  discuss  this  question  at  very  great 
length,  seeing  the  whole  thing  is  really  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  and  that  honourable  mem- 
bers have  made  up  their  minds  how  they  are 
going  to  vote  upon  every  one  of  the  items.  I 
believe  the  Government  have  such  a  large 
majority  at  their  back,  and  the  team  they  lead 
has  been  so  well  nobbled  by  the  votes  that  ap- 
pear on  the  public -works  estimates  being  so 
fairly  well  distributed  throughout  their  con- 
stituencies, that  there  is  very  little  chance  of 
our  succeeding  in  reducing  any  vote  upon  it. 
At  the  same  time,  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  a  duty  to  perform  to  those  who  sent  us 
here,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  sound 
a  note  of  warning  against  the  scattering  and 
squandering  policy  that  has  again  been  ini- 
tiated by  the  Government  of  this  country.  The 
Government  have  determined  upon  asking  the 
House  to  vote  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
for  appropriation  during  this  year,  and  ths^ 
in  the  face  of  the  command  from  the  country 
to  cease  borrowing,  and  to  reduce  our  public- 
works  expenditure  to  reasonable  limits,  such 
as  will  not  necessitate  the  imposing  of  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people.  The 
pace  at  which  we  are  now  travelling  will,  I  feel 
convinced,  unless  the  country  rises  to  the  occa- 
sion, soon  lead  the  colony  into  very  serious 
difficulties,  inasmuch  as  the  rapid  rate  at  which 
our  public  debt  is  now  increasing  must  necessi- 
tate either  the  country  being  prepared  to  face 
heavy  deficits  or  being  prepared  to  face  a  very 
large  increase  of  taxation,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  pay  the  interest  upon  our 
increased  indebtedness.  Before  proceeding  to 
criticize  the  proposals  of  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  I  desire  to  enter  my  most  emphatic 
protest  against  the  delay  which  ensued  before 
the  House  was  placed  in  possession  of  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement.  We  have  now  been  in 
session  a  hundred  and  thirteen  days,  and  the 
Premier  has  adopted  his  usual  policy  of  delay- 
ing the  publication  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment to  almost  the  last  day  of  the  session,  in 
order  that  he  might  not  only  succeed  in  ending 
the  debate  upon  the  one  evening,  but  also  in 
forcing  the  whole  of  the  estimates,  amount- 
ing to  £940,000,  through  the  House  the  same 
night  upon  which  the  debate  is  taken,  as 
he   did   last   year,  without  giving   members 
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ot  fairly  oonaidering  tha  pro- 
poaa&  set  fortlt  in  the  public-works  estimates. 
On  page  4  of  the  Public  Woiks  Statement 
honourable  members  will  see  by  the  table  pre- 
pared by  the  Minister  that  he  has  at  bis  dis- 
posal for  the  carrying  -  out  of  public  works 
throughout  the  colony  the  sum  of  £1,147,616, 
out  of  which  he  proposes  to  ask  the  House  to 
appropriate  for  expenditure  during  the  present 
futancial  year  no  less  a  sum  than  £946,163. 
This,  of  course,  mast,  I  think,  be  considered 
alarming  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  coun- 
try has  been  led  by  the  present  Government 
to  believe  that  they  are  a  self-reliant  and  non- 
boirowing  one,  and  that  it  has  been  their 
practice  to  cany  on  the  public  works  of  the 
colony  out  of  revenue  and  not  out  of  loan. 
The  amount  asked  for,  to  be  appropriated 
during  the  present  year,  is  far  in  excess  of  what 
the  country  can  at  the  present  time  afEord; 
and  if  the  whole  amount  that  is  asked  to  be 
appropriated  during  the  present  year  la  ex- 
pended during  the  financial  year  there  will 
be  to  the  credit  of  Part  I.  on  the  81st  March 
next  only  £7,453  available  for  carrying  on 
the  public  works  of  the  colony.  It  is  true 
that  there  will  be  £100,000  under  the  Lands 
Improvement  Bill,  and  also  £100,000  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands,  but  neither  of  these 
two  snms  can  be  considered  moneys  out  of 
which  the  ordinary  public  works  can  be  carried 
on.  Then,  if  such  is  the  case,  honourable 
members  may  well  ask,  Where  is  the  money  to 
come  from  next  year  to  oarry  on  the  public 
works  of  the  colony  ?  It  certainly  cannot  come 
ont  of  revenue,  as  we  are  told  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  revenue  is  falling,  and,  if  the 
present  policy  initiated  by  the  Government  in 
the  proposals  now  under  discussion  is  to  be 
continued  during  the  current  financial  year 
and  the  following  year,  it  certainly  must  mean 
that  the  Oovemment  will  come  down  and  ask 
the  House  to  authorise  the  raising  of  a  loan  in 
order  that  the  public  works  may  be  continued 
at  the  rate  the  House  is  being  asked  to  oon- 
tinne  them  during  the  present  year.  Coming 
to  Part  Il.-^that  is,  the  fund  out  of  which 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway  line  is  to 
be  constructed — we  find  that  on  the  31st  March 
last  there  was  to  credit  of  this  fund  the  sum  of 
£79,000,  and  the  Minister  proposes  this  year  to 
expend  upon  the  north  end  of  the  line  upon 
construction. works  a  sum  of  £25,000,  and  upon 
the  south  end  £25,278.  He  also  proposes  to 
expend  out  of  this  railway  loan  a  sum  of 
dB20,005  on  the  construction  of  certain  roads 
mentioned  in  another  portion  of  the  Statement, 
£3,500  for  surveys,  and  £600  upon  payment 
of  "  thirds  "  to  local  bodies,  making  a  total  of 
£78,888 ;  leaving  a  balance  of  somewhere  about 
£5,000  to  the  credit  of  this  fund  on  the  81st 
March  next.  Now,  the  manner  in  which  this 
railway  loan  has  been  treated  is  most  unfair. 
It  is  very  unfair  that  moneys  should  be  con- 
tinually taken  from  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing roads  and  bridges,  and  for  surveys 
and  other  works  which  are  of  no  real  benefit  to 
the  railway  itself ;  while  the  railway  works  are 
making  little  or  no  progress.     And  what  is 


more  surprising  to  me  is  the  fact  that,  notwith- 
standing our  having  passed  a  Bill  authorising 
the  Government  to  raise  a  sum  of  £250,000  for 
the  purpose  of  roading  Crown  lands,  and  after 
having  given  them  power  to  expend  a  further 
£250,000  for  Native-land  purchases  and  also  for 
roading,  they  are  still  taking  from  the  North 
Island  Bailway  Loan  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  roading  those  lands.  This  does 
seem  to  me  exceedingly  strange,  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  have  this  year  taken 
from  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
Loan  £20,005  for  the  construction  of  roads  in 
the  North  Island,  whioh  ought  to  have  been 
provided  for  out  of  the  loan  authorised  the 
other  day ;  and  when  this  House,  in  1886, 
passed  an  Act  authorising  the  Government 
to  appropriate  moneys  from  this  loan  for  the 
acquisition  of  Native  lands  it  never  was  con- 
templated that  the  land -laws  of  the  colony 
viould  be  so  changed  that  the  proceeds  from 
such  lands  would  be  as  small  as  they  are  now, 
or  that  "  thirds  "  and  "  fourths  "  would  be 
pthid  to  local  bodies.  The  lease-in-perpstuity 
system  coming  into  force  prevented  the  rail- 
way fund  from  receiving  the  amount  of  money 
that  it  ought  to  have  received  annually  from 
the  sale  of  lands  that  were  purchased  out  of 
the  railway  fund.  Now,  returning  to  the  item 
on  page  4  of  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
this  shows  that  upon  the  construction  of  this 
railway,  although  £1,000,000  has  been  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  it,  only  £548,911 
has  been  expended,  and  that  £348,000  out  of 
the  loan  has  been  expended  upon  other  works 
— namely,  upon  roads,  upon  the  acquisition  of 
Native  lands,  for  surveys,  snagging  the  Wanga- 
nui  River,  tt  cetera.  I  think  it  is  unfair,  both 
to  this  end  of  the  North  Island  and  to  the 
other  end,  that  the  Government  have  con- 
tinued to  deprive  this  fund  of  so  large  a  sum 
annually  in  order  to  carry  on  road-works,  one 
or  two  of  which  are  practically  of  no  use,  or  of 
no  real  benefit  to  the  settlement  of  the  land 
along  the  line  of  railway.  Now,  I  wish  to  draw 
honourable  members'  attention  to  the  item 
sinking  fund,  which  is  shown  on  page  4,  and 
whioh  I  have  alresidy  alluded  to,  where  it  is 
shown  that  moneys  of  various  amounts  which 
total  £1,007,580  are  available  for  Parts  I.  and 
II.  this  year.  It  will  be  found  that  since  the 
31st  of  March  last  the  Government  have  seized 
from  the  sinking  fund  a  sum  of  £54,681,  end  if 
honourable  members  will  turn  to  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  and  look  up  the  public-debt 
table  there  they  wiU  find  that  the  very  first 
item,  "  New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1856,"  shows 
that  the  balance  outstanding  of  that  loan  of 
£50,000  had  an  accrued  smking  fund  at- 
tached to  it  of  no  less  a  sum  than  £56,000, 
or  £5,000  more  than  the  sjnount  of  the  debt. 
The  debt  was  due  in  July  last,  and,  although 
the  Government  had  an  opportunity  of  paying 
off  that  debt  and  still  having  £5,000,  which  they 
could  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Worn 
Fund,  they,  instead  of  adopting  that  course, 
which  was  the  honest  and  open  course  to  have 
adopted,  seized  the  whole  of  the  sinking  fund 
attached  to  it,  and  issued  debentures  renewing 
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the  debt.    It  will  not  be  renewed  for  £60,000, 

jndging  from  the  price  at  which  oui  S^-per- 
cents  are  sold,  as  indicated  in  the  Financial 
Statement.  We  cannot  hope  that  these  de- 
bentures will  realise  more  than  97,  and  if  that 
is  the  case  this  renewed  debt  will  now  amount 
to  £51,500,  and  be  added  to  the  permanent 
debt  of  the  colony.  Now,  I  do  not  at  all 
agree  with  the  pernicious  practice  adopted  by 
the  present  Oovernment  of  seizing  the  sinking 
funds  in  the  maimer  they  have  done.  There 
is  no  doubt  the  law  permits  them  to  do  so,  but 
I,  myself,  think  that  the  proper  course  would 
have  been  to  pay  all  the  debts  for  which  these 
sinking  funds  were  created  when  they  became 
due.  And  I  do  not  think  the  system  of  seizing 
the  sinking  funds  in  the  way  I  have  described 
can  be  called  anything  more  or  less  than  sly 
borrowing,  for  it  must  be  understood  that  as 
these  amounts  are  taken  from  the  sinking  fund 
so  is  our  net  debt  increased  by  the  amount  so 
taken.  Now,  the  Premier,  in  his  statement, 
takes  e.  good  deal  of  credit  for  Parliament 
having  agreed  that  the  State  should  resume 
the  control  of  our  railways,  and  he  goes  on,  in 
paragraph  2,  to  state  that  a 'great  deal  of  good 
has  already  resulted  from  the  change ;  but  he 
carefully  proceeds  to  sound  a  note  of  warning 
to  honourable  members,  showing  clearly  that 
he  has  some  conception  of  the  troubles  which 
are  already  surrounding  him,  and  which  will 
be  considerably  intensified  before  many  months 
are  over.    He  says, — 

■*  The  lesson  taught  in  the  past  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  and  those  who  have  worked  to 
restore  to  the  people  the  control  of  the  railways 
should  not  forget  what  led  to  the  Railways  Act 
of  1887  being  passed,  and  under  which  for  six 
years  the  Parliament  and  the  people  have  been 
subordinated  to  these  irresponsible  Commis- 
sioners. 

"  Firmness  in  resisting  unreasonable  demands 
for  reductions  in  the  tariff  will  be  essentieJ, 
and  fairness  and  tact  in  dealing  with  the  em- 
ployes imperative.  It  has  been  urged  that  con- 
cessions can  be  made  in  respect  to  promoting 
local  industries  and  in  the  carriage  of  lime  and 
manures,  so  as  to  increase  the  natural  products, 
and  that  the  redaction  made  will  be  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  increased  freights. 

"  It  has  been  further  urged  that  by  a  redac- 
tion in  excursion-rates  and  passenger-fares  the 
increased  number  travelling  will  enlarge  the 
revenue,  and  that  without  entailing  any  ma- 
terial augmentation  in  the  working-expenses. 
Great  responsibility  will  devolve  upon  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  and  the  greatest  cau- 
tion will  require  to  be  exercised,  for,  whilst  it 
is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  railv^ays 
have  been  constructed  for  the  convenience  of 
the  travelling  public  and  the  promotion  of 
settlement,  yet  at  the  same  time  the  question 
of  revenue  must  not  be  overlooked,  for  a  serious 
reduction  in  the  railway  revenue  would  mean 
additional  burdens  on  the  people  generally." 

I  am  glad  that  the  honourable  gentlemaji 
has  come  to  that  conclusion,  and  I  feel  certain 
that,  as  he  proceeds  with  the  working  of  the 
Mr.  MitcheUon 


railways  of  the  colony,  unless  he  is  prepared  to 
ask  the  people  of  this  colony  to  augment  the 
revenue  by  a  large  increase  of  taxation  he  will 
not  be  able  to  make  large  reductions  in  railway 
rates  and  freights ;  and.  Sir,  I  regret  to  see  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  bis  Public  Works 
Statement,  is  holding  out  hopes  to  Torions 
parts  of  the  colony  for  the  farther  extension 
of  existing  railways  and  branch  lines.  He  has 
practically  promised  that  during  the  recess  the 
Government  will  consider  the  question  of  ex- 
tending the  Riversdale-Switzers  line,  the  Wai- 
pahi-Heriot,  and  the  Gore -Kelso  Railway. 
He  must  Imow  that  the  extension  of  these 
lines  cannot  possibly  be  undertaken  unless  the 
country  is  prepared  to  raise  further  loans.  He 
also  proposes,  in  the  Statement,  to  acquire  the 
Mokihinui  Company's  railway,  at  a  cost  of 
£18,000,  which  he  does  not  ask  the  colony  to 
contribute.  He  proposes  to  take  it  from  the 
funds  of  the  Westport  Harbour  Board.  As 
regards  the  proposal  for  the  extension  of  the 
Helensville  Northwards  line,  here  I  think  the 
Minister  has  behaved  most  unfairly  to  that 
part  of  the  colony.  Last  year  he  proposed  to 
ask  the  House  for  £12,000  for  the  extension  of 
this  line.  Out  of  that  sum,  only  £800  was  ex- 
pended during  the  year,  and  the  contractors 
nave  made  little  or  no  progress  daring  last 
year  owing  to  serious  difficulties  met  with  in 
piercing  the  tunnel ;  but  this  year  the  Minis- 
ter only  asks  the  House  to  vote  a  sum  of 
£7,000,  and  it  is  shown  in  the  Statement  that 
the  liabilities  already  existing  amount  to 
£8,995.  Why  he  has  not  asked  for  an  amount 
to  cover  the  liabilities  I  do  not  know.  During 
this  year  he  has  filched  another  £5,000  from 
the  amount  originally  set  apart  for  the  ex- 
tension of  this  line,  making  a  total  of  £1S,000 
taken  from  this  line  since  the  Government 
came  into  office  in  1891.  As  I  have  ijready 
remarked,  it  is  of  no  use  going  into  details, 
either  as  regards  railways  or  roads,  as  honour- 
able members  have  practically  made  up  their 
minds  to  vote  for  the  estimates  as  they 
stand,  and  they  will  therefore  be  carried  ac- 
cordingly. It  is  not  my  intention  to  move 
to  strike  out  a  single  item,  or  to  attempt  to 
make  any  reduction  in  any  of  them;  but  before 
concluding  I  should  like  to  state  that  I  con- 
sider the  large  amount  of  money  the  Govern- 
ment has  put  down  for  expenditure  upon  the 
development  of  goldfields  is  far  in  excess  of 
what  it  should  be  in  any  one  year.  The 
sjnount  asked  for  is  £90,000,  and  I  think  the 
colony  caimot  aSord  so  large  a  sum  for  that 
purpose.  There  is  another  item  of  £3,500 
under  the  heading  of  "Harbours."  This  item 
vrill  require  a  considerable  amount  of  explana- 
tion as  to  the  causes  which  have  induced  the 
Government  to  pla«e  this  amount  on  the  esti- 
mates. When  speaking  upon  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native 
Lands  Acquisition  Bill,  I  stated  that  I  feared 
one  of  the  causes  why  the  Minister  for  Pablio 
Works  did  not  bring  down  the  Public  Works 
Statement  at  an  earlier  date  was  that  he  might 
use  a  portion  of  the  money  named  in  the  BUI 
for  other  purposes  than  that  for  which  it 
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proposed — namely,  for  roads  to  open  up  Crown 
fanda  and  to  give  access  to  such — and  I  regret 
to  see  there  are  several  items  under  the  head- 
ing of  "  Lands  Improvement "  which  cannot  be 
in  any  way  considered  to  be  for  roads  either 
to  open  up  Grown  or  Native  lands  or  to  give 
access  to  such ;  but  I  dare  say  those  honour- 
able members  in  whose  districts  the  money  is 
to  be  expended  will  agree  to  them  all,  whether 
right  or  wrong.  They  will,  however,  find  that 
some  of  the  roads  to  be  constructed  in  the 
Auckland  District  are  not  such  as  should  have 
been  charged  to  the  land-improvement  ac- 
counts, and  in  other  districts  no  doubt  the 
same  will  be  found.  I  do  not.  Sir,  intend  to 
move  to  alter  any  of  these  items,  nor  shall  I 
debate  the  question  any  further,  because  my 
past  experience  has  been  sufficient  to  warn  me 
not  to  do  so,  for  every  time  I  have  attempted 
to  reduce  any  item  in  the  pubUc-works  esti- 
mates, or  have  moved  to  reject  them,  I  have 
always  been  defeated  by  a  large  majority, 
g  Q  Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  think  it  is 
only  tight  that  everybody  at  this  time 
of  the  session  should  talk  as  far  as  possible  in 
shorthand.  This  is  a  very  important  subject, 
and  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  it.  The 
House  is  very  much  in  the  condition,  from  the 
Premier's  constant  driving,  of  the  horses  broken 
in  by  the  Sydney  horse-trainers.  They  yard  up 
a  number  of  wild  horses  called  "  brumbies," 

fet  on  their  backs,  and  ride  them  from  day  to 
ay  until  they  cannot  crawl,  and  then  turn 
them  out  as  tamed.  I  take  it,  that  is  very 
much  the  condition  of  the  House  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Members  have  been  driven  so  hard 
day  and  night  that  they  arc  utterly  exhausted, 
— are  too  tired  to  rebel.  But  there  are  so  many 
new  things  connected  with  this  Statement 
that  it  shows  a  complete  change  of  front  on 
the  part  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on 
those  benches.  The  Premier,  when  Public 
Works  Minister,  two  or  three  years  ago  said 
the  policy  of  the  Qovernment  was  one  of 
tapering  o&,  and  he  brought  down  a  state- 
ment which  showed  that  he  was  tapering  off 
in  many  directions,  and  that  the  public-works 
policy  was  to  be  one  of  tapering  off.  I  think 
on  this  occasion  he  has  thrown  all  this  to  the 
winds,  and  he  has  gone  in  for  a  policy  which 
is  largely  bulging  out.  In  no  Statement  has 
be  flung  about  so  much  money  in  all  direc- 
tions as  in  this  one,  and  the  way  in  which  it  is 
distributed  all  over  the  colony  is  the  way  in 
-wbich  snow  falls  on  the  ground.  There  is 
baldly  any  place  that  is  not  covered  more  or 
legs  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  votes.  In 
glancing  at  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  at  the  end  of  his  last  Statement,  one  can- 
not help  thinking  that  he  must  have  felt  his 
former  policy  was  entirely  wrong.  He  said,  at 
the  end  of  that  Statement, — 

"The  outlook,  on  the  whole,  is  obeering. 
The  produoing-power  of  the  colony  is  increas- 
ing. Our  colonists  are  in  good  heart  and  con- 
fident. But  in  our  prosperity  we  must  not  fail 
to  remember  that  careful  admimstration,  pm- 
-denoe,  and  the  strictest  economy  are  absolutely 
necessary  if  the  hardly- won  recovery  of  the  last 


few  years  is  to  be  maintained  and  improved 
upon." 

The  first  thing  the  honourable  gentleman 
does  in  his  next  Statement  is  to  say  that  he  will 
vote  £940,000  for  expenditure — almost  a  mil- 
lion. The  honourable  gentleman  has  adopted  a 
policy  that  is,  no  doubt,  very  pleasing  at  first 
to  constituencies,  but  which  palls  after  a  little 
time.  He  takes  very  large  votes  every  year,  but 
he  spends  very  little  of  the  money.  The  result 
is,  when  he  delivers  his  Statement  all  the  repre- 
sentatives in  this  House  are  highly  delighted  at 
getting  so  much  for  their  districts ;  but,  when 
they  tot  it  up  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 
they  find  that  uncommonly  little  has  been 
spent  in  those  districts.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man votes  £940,000,  and  will  spend  about 
£450,000.  This  pleases  every  one,  and  at  the 
same  time  leases  him  £450,000  to  go  on  with 
next  year.  The  result  of  this  is  extremely 
gratifying  to  a  number  until  they  find  it  out. 
This  has  been  the  way  with  the  Otago  Central. 
Enough  money  has  been  voted  year  after  year 
to  have  completely  finished  it  years  ago ;  but 
through  not  letting  a  single  contract  till  the 
end  of  December  this  line  drags  along  as  other 
lines  have  doue.  Take  the  most  important  gap 
— the  most  important  line  in  a  small  way  to 
be  finished  in  this  colony — the  gap  between 
Eketahuna  and  Woodville.  There  are  twenty- 
seven  miles  of  it  over  practically  level  coun- 
try. The  honourable  gentleman  began  it  three 
and  a  half  years  ago,  and  has  allocated  money 
for  it  year  after  year,  but  has  spent  very  little, 
and  at  the  present  time  it  is  some  two  or  three 
years  from  completion.  He  has  had  nothing 
to  do  beyond  making  the  line  over  a  dead-level 
country.  There  ore  no  tunnels,  and  no  out- 
tings.  The  Awapurua  Bridge  over  the  Mana- 
watu  weis  made  about  seventeen  years  ago,  and 
a  notice  put  up,  "  Look  out  for  the  train,"  and 
trains  will  not  go  over  it  for  at  least  another 
couple  of  years.  This  is  characteristic  of  a 
great  deal  of  our  public-works  policy.  That 
was  the  only  large  work  in  the  whole  of  the 
twenty-seven  miles,  and  it  was  done  seventeen 
years  ago.  I  am  glad  to  see  one  thing :  that 
is,  a  pet  work  I  have  been  urging  upon  the 
Qovernment — the  Makohine  Qorge  Viaduct,  on 
the  North  Island  Hain  Trunk  Railway — is  at 
last  to  be  gone  on  with.  This  one  item  re- 
deems, to  my  mind,  the  whole  of  the  rest  of 
the  Statement.  It  is  not  much,  but  it  is  my 
one  ewe -Iamb.  It  is  very  much  what  the 
£1,500  is  to  the  honourable  member  for  Frank- 
lin :  and  his  neighbour  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  has  got  his  little  picking  too.  In 
fact,  they  are  all  round  the  House,  and  in  this 
way  most  of  the  members  are  fairly  comfortable. 
But  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  another  fact.  Curiously  enough,  twenty- 
four  years  ago  it  was  said  in  this  House  that 
toads  and  bridges  were  no  more  to  be  heard  of 
in  the  House,  and  that  nothing  but  railways 
would  exist.  In  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Statement  this  year  we  see  that  he  has  almost 
ignored  railway-making,  and  that  our  policy  is 
now  nothing  but  roods — roads  from  start  to 
finish.     They  are  scattered  all  over  the  esti- 
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mates,  and  railways  are  not  to  be  made.    But 

I  should  like  the  Premier  to  explain  this :  If 
he  has  spent  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  on  roads,  which  do  not  return  a  penny 
interest,  how  is  he  going  to  pay  the  interest 
next  year  without  very  considerable  taxation  ? 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  spent  more  in 
railway-construction  the  railways  would  have 
been  reproductive — at  all  events,  would  pay  3 
per  cent.  Then,  I  think  it  is  a  very  remarkable 
thing  that,  although  we  have  had  all  through 
the  Financial  Statement  no  end  of  allegations 
that  we  are  not  borrowing,  and  not  doing  this, 
that,  and  the  other,  one  of  the  first  items  shown 
on  page  2  is  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
borrows  £150,000  for  roads,  and  £150,000  for 
the  Native  Land  Purchase  Fund,  in  all  making 
£300,000.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  have 
a  little  money  to  go  on  with  next  year,  because, 
of  all  the  £940,000,  he  will  take  care  to  spend 
only  £400,000  or  £500,000.  But,  like  the  honour- 
able member  who  last  spoke,  I  am  amazed  that 
the  honoarable  gentleman  should  have  dealt 
with  the  New  Zealand  Isan  of  18S6  as  he  has 
done.  This  loan  was  paid  off  by  the  accumu- 
lated sinking  funds,  some  £55,000 :  these  are 
taken,  and  the  loan  is  reissued.  This  is  a  kind 
of  policy  we  have  never  betd  in  this  colony. 
I  suppose  that  during  the  recess  we  shall  see 
the  honourable  gentleman  converting  all  these 
loans  with  sinking  funds,  and  then  he  will  be 
happy.  There  is  one  omission  from  the  State- 
ment, and  had  this  been  filled  all  parties  in 
Wellington  would  have  been  satisfied — that  is, 
the  extension  of  the  railway  from  Thorndon  to 
Newtown  and  the  adjacent  suburbs.  That  no 
effort  has  been  made  in  this  direction  seems  to 
me  unwise.  Here  is  a  railway  going  through 
the  centre  of  a  town,  which  would  have  paid  if 
it  had  gone  on  a  bit  further,  and  I  may  say  the 
compensation  for  laud  that  will  have  to  be 
taken  will  be  very  much  higher  every  year.  I 
am  glad  to  find  by  the  Statement  that  the 
surreys  in  connection  with  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line  tell  against  the  Stratford 
and  in  favour  of  the  central  route.  I  do  not 
intend  to  detain  the  House  longer.  I  only 
wish  to  express  a  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
not  delay  the  letting  of  contracts  for  these 
works. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  deeply  regret,  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Kden,  that  this 
Statement  has  been  so  long  delayed  in  being 
brought  before  the  House.  Last  year,  when  the 
time  was  not  nearly  so  long,  I  made  the  same 
complaint.  I  do  not  think  it  is  anything  but 
playing  with  Parliament  to  ask  us  to  discuss 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  when  the 
Statement  is  not  brought  down  earlier,  and  no 
opportunity  is  given  for  consideration  or  dis- 
cussion of  the  important  questions  in  the 
Statement.  There  has  never  been  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  colony  such  a  long  delay  in  bringing 
the  Statement  before  the  House.  The  longest 
time  previously  was  in  1868,  when  the  tariff 
was  being  considered,  and  that  was  ninety-nine 
days.  This  has  been  delayed  up  to  112  days,  and 
there  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  it.  There  were 
no  policy  Bills  to  keep  the  Statement  bftok. 
Vr.  Neumian 


Only  one  Bill  has  any  tefeienoe  to  it — one  loan 
Bill  of  half  a  million — and  that  was  settled 
more  than  a  fortnight  ago.  And,  besides,  it  ia 
not  nsnal  in  other  Parliaments  to  wait  to  see 
the  fate  of  a  loan  Bill  before  bringing  down 
estimates  for  expenditure.  The  opposite  course 
has  always  been  followed.  The  policy  Bills  of 
the  Government  were  long  delayed  in  being 
brought  dovm ;  and  the  reason  is  obvious : 
none  of  the  Government  policy  measures  were 
ready  when  the  House  met.  They  had  to  be 
thought  out  ;  the^  had  not  been  prepared  or 
discussed ;  and  this  delayed  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  prevented  anything  like  legisla- 
tive control  of  public  expenditure.  I  wiah  to 
say  one  or  two  words  on  this  Statement,  and  I 
do  not  intend  to  deal  with  it  in  detail,  but  from 
what  may  be  called  a  broad  point  of  view.  The 
first  thing  that  must  strike  every  one  on  look- 
ing at  it  is  that  the  policy  inaugurated  when 
Mr.  Ballance  took  office,  and  which  was  con- 
tinued by  him  during  the  time  he  was  Premier, 
has  been  entirely  abandoned.  If  one  took  the 
trouble  to  read  a  paragraph  in  the  Statement  of 
1892,  it  would  be  seen  the  Minister  for  Pablio 
Works  was  indulging  in  some  little  self-laudation 
that  he  was  able  not  only  to  avoid  the  evil,  as 
he  called  it,  of  a  borrowing  policy,  but  to  show 
that  a  new  policy  had  been  inaugurated.  I  will 
cite  one  or  two  senteuoes.  On  page  14  of  that 
Statement  it  says, — 

"  For  the  purpose  of  showing  how  the  '  taper- 
ing-off'  policy,  succeeded  by  the  self-reliant, 
non-borrowing  policy,  has  affected  our  public- 
works  expenditure  during  the  last  few  years,  I 
give  the  following  figures,  .  .  .  which  bear 
eloquent  testimony  to  the  self-sacrificing  spint 
exhibited  by  our  colonists  in  accepting  with 
thorongh  good-will  the  decreased  expenditure 
which  that  policy  has  entailed,  and  which  also 
afford  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  resources  and 
capabilities  of  the  colony,  seeing  that,  notwith- 
standing this  enormous  diminution  in  our  loan- 
expenditure,  the  country  is  becoming  year  by 
year  more  prosperous  and  its  financial  position 
steadily  improving." 

The  figures  given  for  1885-86  are  £1,475,886 ; 
1886-87,  £1,833,484;  1887-88,  £966,169; 
1888-89,  £613,939;  1889-90,  £482,464 ;  1890-91. 
£834,756;  1891-92,  £392,501.  That  was  the 
policy  whioh  the  colony  understood  that  the 
present  Ministry  were  determined  to  carry 
out.  It  was  to  be  a  self-reliant,  non-borrow- 
ing, tapering-off  policy.  So  far  as  this  State- 
ment IS  concerned,  every  statement  made 
in  the  public-works  speech  of  1892  has  been 
abandoned.  It  is  not  tapering  off,  it  is  not  non- 
borrowing,  it  is  not  self-reliant,  it  is  not  self- 
sacrificing.  Do  honoturable  members  see  what 
ia  involved  in  this  Statement?  Honoarable 
members  have  said  that  there  is  an  increase, 
and  the  total  asked  for  amounts  to  £940/X)0. 
As  a  fact,  it  amounts  to  £990,000.  They  hare 
omitted  £60,000,  which  honourable  members 
vrill  see  is  borrowed  under  a  distinct  Aot ;  so 
that  what  we  are  Eisked  now  to  vote  is,  in  ro«nd 
numbers,  a  million  of  borrowed  money  for 
public-works  expenditure.  I  say  the  oolony 
cannot  stand  that,  and  I  say  if  we  are  going 
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on  like  thia  there  aie  nothing  but  difficolties 
before  ns.  And  it  is  not  only  that ;  but  when 
we  expended  money  before  for  railways  we 
always  gob  some  interest  from  them  in  return, 
but,  so  far  as  the  road  expenditure  is  oon- 
oerned,  there  is  no  direct  interest  received  at 
all  except  in  the  case  of  votes  for  roads  that 
are  charged  on  blocks,  which  are  returning  to 
the  Government  under  that  system  only  a  very 
small  amount  of  the  vote.  I>o  honourable 
members  know  exactly  the  amount  we  are 
asked  to  vote  for  roads  ?  It  is  no  less  a  sum 
for  next  year  than  £866,060. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Too  little. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member 
says  it  is  too  little.  I  suppose  the  honourable 
member  would  like  to  have  a  million,  and  even 
then  would  ask  for  more. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Yea. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  thought  so.  The  honour- 
able member  is  inaatiable.  That  showa  the 
danger  of  only  looking  at  the  immediate  future, 
instead  of  far  ahead.  I  say  no  colony  in  the 
world  can  stand  such  an  enormous  expendi- 
ture for  roads  as  £366,000  a  year  of  borrowed 
money.  Of  this  amount,  as  I  have  said,  very 
little  will  come  back  to  the  colonial  chest — 
in  faot,  only  what  is  practically  charged  on 
blocks — and  then  it  will  take  years  before  these 
amounts  are  returned  to  the  public  Bxchequer. 
How  can  the  colony  stand  that  public-works 
expenditure  ?  If  we  spent  the  money  on  rail- 
ways we  should  get,  at  all  events,  some  amount 
of  interest,  varying  from  2  to  3  per  cent.,  and 
that  would  go  a  good  way  towards  helping  to 
pay  the  interest  if  we  borrowed  the  money  at 
3^  per  cent.  But,  so  far  as  road  expenditure 
is  concerned,  you  only  get  what  might  be 
termed  an  indirect  benefit;  and  I  say  again, 
the  colony  cannot  stand  the  expenditure  of  this 
enormous  amount  of  money  on  roads.  For 
railways  the  amounts  we  are  asked  to  vote 
are  £313,000;  and  then  we  have,  outside  the 
roads  and  railways,  about,  in  round  numbers, 
£351,000  for  other  expenditure.  I  say  the 
expenditure  is  entirely  too  large.  No  colony 
could  stand  this  enormous  expenditure;  be- 
cause I  ask  honourable  members  to  see  what 
it  means.  It  means  our  having  to  raise — after 
deducting  perhaps  the  amount  the  railways 
will  return— £25,000  or  £30,000  for  additional 
interest,  which  will  have  to  be  found  by  the 
taxpayers.  How  can  they  do  it?  What  is 
happening  now?  There  is  a  falling  revenue 
as  compared  with  that  of  last  year.  Kext  year 
we  shall  be  called  upon  to  face  increased 
taxation.  How  will  it  affect  the  farmers 
and  the  producers?  How  can  they  stand  it? 
We  have  already  been  warned  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  increased  taxation  is  before  us. 
We  have  been  told  that  we  shall  hav^  to  alter 
the  tariff — that  you  must  increase  the  Customs 
revenue.  What  will  happen  then?  If  you 
increase  the  Customs  revenue  you  are  injuring 
•very  producer  in  the  oolony,  because  he  will 
have  less  money  to  expend  upon  improvements 
and  less  to  expend  upon  labour,  and  you  have 
got  to  send  money  back  all  this  time  to  the 
London  money-lender  in  the  way  of  interest. 


Were  member*  sent  here  to  approve  of  a  prin- 
oiple  opposite  to  that  which  was  laid  down 
in  the  Public  Works  Statements  and  the  policy 
Statements  from  1890  to  1893?  Can  it  be 
said  for  one  moment  that  this  was  the  policy 
which  was  announced  to  the  country  at  the 
general  elections  ?  It  is  not  tapering-off,  it 
is  not  self-reliant,  it  is  not  non-borrowing.  If 
it  had  been  known  that  we  were  going  wildly 
into  borrowing, — even  so  far  as  some  honour- 
able members  advocate  of  voting  a  million 
for  roods, — I  ask,  would  the  electors  of  the 
colony  have  sent  the  present  House  to  repre- 
sent them  here  ?  I  venture  to  say,  if  honour- 
able members  had  stood  up  on  the  public 
platforms  and  told  the  people  that  they  were- 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  policy  disclosed  in 
this  Statement,  they  would  not  have  been 
elected,  except  by  very  few  of  the  ooustitu- 
enciea.  I  am  not  going  into  the  details  of  the 
Statement  to  point  out  how  this  particular 
district  will  be  benefited,  or  how  that  other  par- 
ticular district  will  be  injured.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  notice  in  what  is  termed  the  "Lands 
Improvement  Account "  various  roads  are  put 
down  here  which  will  no  more  improve  the 
land  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  than 
making  any  main  road  anywhere.  A  road  of 
thai  kind  cannot  possibly  be  termed  a  lands- 
improvement  road.  As  I  understand  a  lands- 
improvement  road  it  is  a  road  specially  made  to 
open  up  land,  or  specially  made  through  a  block 
of  land  prior  to  its  disposal  by  sale  or  lease. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Leading  up  to  a  block  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Yes ;  leading  up  to  a  block. 
And  that  term  might  be  applied  even  if  you 
make  a  road  at  Island  Bay  and  say  it  leads  to 
Pahiatua.  That  is  as  near  the  character  of 
some  of  the  roads  in  this  list  as  you  can  have 
it.  Take  the  Hokitika  South  Road.  Does  the- 
honourable  gentleman  mean  to  say  that  that 
is  a  road  leading  to  a  block  ?  It  is  a  main  road 
for  Westland. 

Mr.  SEDBON.— There  are  sixteen  million 
acres  of  Crown  land  there. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Well,  this  land  in  many 
parts,  except  for  the  purposes  of  bush,  is  of  no 
value,  and  could  not  maintain  a  rabbit.  It  is 
utterly  absurd  to  say  that  it  is  a  road  leading 
to  a  block. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.- It  is  the  best  land  in  New 
Zealand. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—"  The  best  land  in  New  Zea- 
land "  I  Nothing  could  be  more  utterly  absurd. 
It  has  been  open  for  sale  and  settlement  for 
years  and  years.  Since  the  Midland  Railway 
Proclamation  was  put  over  it,  of  course,  it  has 
not  been  open  for  settlement ;  but  it  is  absurd 
to  coU  a  main  rood  going  through  Westland  a 
land'  improvement  road.  Since  the  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  to  refer  to  the  roads,  he  will 
find  that  in  the  roads  and  railway  expenditure 
Westland  certainly  stands  pre-eminent.  For 
these  purposes  it  gets  more  than  any  other 
electoral  district  in  the  colony :  and  I  do  not 
say  it  is  not  entitled  to  more  consideration.  I 
admit  at  once  that  the  West  Coast  counties  are 
entitled  to  more  consideration,  because  it  is  a 
country  covered  with  bush,  and  where,  praeti- 
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cally,  there  ie  no  rateable  area  to  tax  or  rate, 
because  it  is  not  an  agricultural  country.  It  ia 
a  mining  country,  and  the  poorest  of  country, 
and  you  cannot  expect  the  small  number  of 
ratepayers  there  to  be  able  to  furnish  the  rates 
to  make  or  maintain  the  county  roads.  But 
if  honourable  members  will  tsJce  Westland  and 
the  west  side  of  Nelson  together  they  will  see 
that,  compared  with  population,  they  get  about 
double  the  amount  of  money  for  roads  that  any 
other  district  in  the  colony  gets — over  £50,000. 
However,  I  am  not  going  into  that  question 
at  all.  I  should  not  have  referred  to  it  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  interrupted  me. 
Now,  Sir,  I  wish,  however,  to  point  out  that 
we  cannot  afford,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
colony,  to  expend  this  large  sum  on  roads.  I 
can  hardly  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Eden  can  be  correct  in  his  statement  that  the 
Minister  intends  us  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  and  vote  these  sums  to-night  —  I 
do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
have  been  properly  informed  on  that  point.  If 
it  be  so  it  will  make  a  burlesque  of  parlia- 
mentary government.  We  got  this  Statement 
down  last  night.  We  got  the  estimates  down 
last  night  too.  I  suppose  most  of  the  honour- 
able members  did  not  see  them  until  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  to-day;  and  it  can  hardly  be 
possible  that  we  should  be  asked  to  vote  a 
million  of  money  without  any  consideration  or 
any  chance  of  dealing  with  the  question,  for 
wo  should  have  to  vote  the  whole  amount 
witliout  consideration  or  debate.  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  is  inaccurate  in  that  state- 
ment, and  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  deal  with 
the  votes  this  evening.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  one 
or  two  words  about  railway  -  construction.  I 
believe  the  railways  that  are  incomplete — some 
of  them,  at  all  events  —  should  be  completed. 
I  have  always  said  that  the  Eketahuno-Wood- 
ville  line  ought  to  have  been  completed  long 
ago.  It  is  a  necessary  connecting-link,  passing 
through  a  fertile,  richly-grassed,  and  limestone 
district,  and  it  ought  to  have  been  pushed  on 
by  the  Government  in  order  to  connect  the 
Napier  and  Wanganui  Sections  with  the  line 
leading  Tip  to  the  capital.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  have  pushed  it  on,  and 
have  had  it  sooner  completed.  It  would  at 
once  have  given,  I  believe,  interest  on  the 
money  expended.  It  is  not  like  a  road  on 
which  no  interest  is  obtained.  We  are  simply 
allowing  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  to 
lie  wasle  without  any  return  whatever,  whereas 
if  we  completed  this  link  we  should  not  only 
get  interest  on  the  money  we  spend  in  aiding 
its  completion,  but  interest  upon  the  money 
which  is  now  lying  waste,  and  not  returning 
interest  to  the  colony  at  all.  As  to  the  North 
Island  Trunk  loan,  I  can  only  say  that  I  agree 
with  what  the  honourable  member  for  Eden 
has  said :  that  it  is  entirely  unfair  that  the 
Government  should  seek  to  take  £20,000  out  of 
that  loon  for  roads,  seeing  that  there  has  been 
such  a  large  sum  voted  for  making  roads — 
namely,  £150,000— and  for  opening  up  Native 
lands.  Honourable  members  will  see  from  the 
estimates  that  there  is  to  be  appropriated  for 
Sir  B.  Stout 


roads  for  Native  lands  acquired  £24,100,  and 

for  roads  for  lands  partially  acquired  £10,SSO, 
and  for  new  purchases  £5,850 :  altogether, 
£40,000  voted  for  roads  leading  to  Native 
lands,  and  for  Native  lemds  that  have  bean 
acquired  or  will  be  acquired.  That  money 
should  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  for 
which  moneys  are  taken  for  roads  from  Part  II. 
of  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  nothing  should 
have  been  taken  for  that  purpose  from  Part  I. 
of  the  Public  Works  Fund.  To  show,  howeiver, 
how  misleading  is  the  Statement,  I  would  refer 
honourable  members  to  that  part  of  the  State- 
ment dealing  with  the  Otago  Central  Railway, 
and  I  may  say  that  I  certainly  was  amused  at 
the  table  to  be  found  on  page  11  of  the  State- 
ment. That  is  entirely  inaccurate,  and  I  will 
point  out  where  it  is  inaccurate.  This  is  wha,t 
is  said : — 

"  As  a  great  deal  of  misconception  seems 
to  exist  in  some  quarters  on  the  subject  of  the 
amounts  specifically  borrowed  for  and  allocated 
to  this  railway,  I  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
have  the  following  statement  prepared,  show- 
ing the  amounts  specially  borrowed  for  the 
Otago  Central  Railway,  and  the  amount  ex- 
pended thereon  up  to  the  Slst  March  last." 

Then  it  goes  on  to  show  that,  of  the  amount 
specifically  borrowed,  £605,000  has  been  ex- 
pended upon  construction  and  rolling-stock. 
Would  honourable  members  believe  that  state- 
ment is  entirely  inaccurate?  I  will  show  how. 
The  honourable  member  has  forgotten,  or  the 
gentleman  who  prepared  the  table  has  for- 
gotten, that  before  the  first  loan  in  1882  there 
had  been  expended  £125,312  7e.  Id.  So  large  a 
sum  as  that  was  expended  out  of  the  loan 
previously  borrowed,  and  which  was  voted  for 
the  Otago  Central.  He  has  not  taken  credit 
for  that  on  the  credit  side  of  the  account,  bat 
he  has  charged  the  amount  of  the  expenditure 
that  took  place  before  the  Loan  Act  of  1882, 
leading  the  House  to  believe  that  all  this  ex- 
penditure which  came  out  of  loan  had  been 
specifically  appropriated,  and  showing  a  deficit. 
That  is  not  fair  or  correct,  and  it  is  not  at 
all  creditable  to  the  Minister  that  he  should 
mislead  the  public  by  such  an  inaccurate 
table.  Leaving  out  the  expenditure  on  rolling- 
stock,  and  assuming  the  table  to  be  correct  in 
other  respects,  there  is  standing  now  to  the 
credit  of  the  Otago  Central  no  less  a  sum  than 
£93,039,  which  has  been  specifically  appro- 
priated to  that  line,  and  which  had  not  oeen 
expended  up  to  the  Slst  of  March  last. 

Mr.  ERASER. —  How  about  the  £700,000 
allocated  to  railways  out  of  the  Loan  Act 
of  1S84  ?  There  is  no  reference  to  that  cJloea- 
tion  in  the  Statement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  assuming  the  other 
figures  in  the  table  are  correct,  and  have  left 
out  of  the  question  the  £11,000  of  liabilities.  I 
did  not  mention  the  amount  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  because 
it  was  not  specifically  appropriated ;  but  if  it 
is  taken  into  account  it  makes,  of  course,  the 
disparity  even  worse — £165,000.  But,  without 
stretching  the  thing  at  all,  there  is  withoat 
donbt  £93,039  to  credit;  and,  if  the  amount 
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voted  in  1886  be  added,  there  is  to  credit 
£258,089.  And  yet  the  Statement  says  it  is  to 
debit  1  I  am  not  going  to  say  more  on  the 
Pablio  Works  Statement.  I  am  not  going 
to  deal  with  the  details  of  the  roads.  There 
are  many  of  them,  I  know,  that  we  oaght 
not  to  take  a  vote  for  at  all.  Many  of  them 
can  only  be  called  little  political  jobs.  Many 
of  them  are  roads  in  counties  that  are  well  able 
to  maintain  the  county  roads.  Some  of  them 
a  q»  are  practically  main  county  roads, 
which  have  no  more  right  to  have 
money  voted  for  them  than  any  main  roads 
or  streets  in  a  borough.  If  the  colony  is  to 
have  road  -  money  for  expenditure,  and  is  to 
have  it  allocated  on  some  system,  you  must 
have  local-government  control  of  that  expendi- 
ture. This  House  is  unable  to  do  that  work. 
I  venture  to  say  that  unless  a  road  is  in  a  par- 
ticular member's  district,  or  perhaps  in  an  ad- 
joining district,  or  in  a  district  which  he  has 
visited,  no  member  will  be  able  to  say  whether 
the  votes  on  the  estimates  are  correct  or  not. 
It  was  quite  a  different  thing  in  the  old  pro- 
vincial days.  When  estimates  were  before 
the  C!ouncil  almost  every  member  knew  some- 
thing of  the  various  works.  But  we  do  not 
know  whether  a  vote  is  a  right  or  a  wrong 
vote.  The  only  way  I  know,  if  we  want 
economy  and  fair -play  in  connection  with 
our  road-votes,  is  to  set  up  a  special  Com- 
mittee to  deal  entirely  with  these  estimates, — 
to  get  evidence,  and  to  say  whether  the  votes 
axe  proper  votes.  But  we  are  asked  to  vote  this 
enormous  sum  of  £360,000  without  control, 
without  criticism,  and  without  discussion.  As 
I  have  said,  that  is  making  a  burlesque  and 
a  farce  of  our  parliamentary  institutions.  I 
have  said  all  along  that  it  was  a  huge  mistake 
that  the  provinces  were  abolished.  I  have  said 
all  along  that  if  yon  dea'  with  this  road  system 
in  this  House  you  mako  it  a  huge  board  of 
works,  and  there  is  not  efScient  control  over 
the  Public  Works  Fond.  I  am  notaccosing  the 
Minister  of  having  put  any  vote  on  the  esti- 
mates which  he  does  not  think  a  proper  vote ; 
but  what  I  say  is  this :  There  is  not  a  member 
here  who  would  not  like  to  see  more  votes  on  the 
estimates  for  his  district.  That  means  that  the 
Minister  may  make  a  selection,  and  political 
bias  is  apt  to  come  in.  The  only  way,  I  again 
repeat,  is  to  have  some  system  such  as  I  have 
indicated.  We  should  not  expect  that  this 
House  can  deal  with  these  vast  sums  of  money. 
I  again  warn  &e  House,  also,  that  this  colony 
oannot  afford  to  go  on  as  it  has  been  doint;, 
spending  suoh  enormous  sums  on  public 
works.  No  colony,  with  out  population,  can 
hope  to  expend  a  million  a  year  on  such 
purposes.  If  a  proposal  was  brought  down 
in  the  House  of  Commons — because  we  may 
take  it  that  our  population  is  about  a  fifty- 
fourth  that  of  the  United  Kingdom — to  spend 
fifty-four  millions  a  year  on  public  works,  any 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposing  such  a 
thing  would  be  deemed  a  lunatic  in  England. 
When  England  borrowed  twenty  millions  to 
spend  on  the  navy  she  spread  it  over  five  years. 
Is  it  expected  that  the  colony  can  stand  such 


an  enormous  strain  ?  And  what  will  necessarily 
follow?  Increased  taxation.  Increased  taxa- 
tion, I  repeat,  is  near  to  us.  I  venture  to  say 
that  we  shall  not  possibly  be  able  to  set  aside 
another  £250,000  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
next  year  for  public  works  unless  our  Customs 
revenue  is  increased.  We  see  by  the  revenue 
returns  up  to  the  present  that  there  has  been 
a  decrease  this  year  as  compared  with  last 
year  and  the  year  before.  And  during  the  next 
three  or  four  months  the  decrease  will  be  very 
much  more,  because  I  hear  from  commercial 
men  all  over  the  colony  that  their  orders  will 
not  be  so  large  as  they  have  been.  So  far  as 
the  grain  farmers  are  concerned,  they  have 
been  severely  pinched,  and  so  also  have  cattle- 
and  sheep-breeders ;  and  honourable  members 
will  have  regretted  to  see  that  even  the  butter- 
makers  cannot  expect  the  same  prices  which 
they  got  a  year  ago.  In  the  old  provincial  days, 
even  if  a  vote  of  £50,000  was  proposed  for 
roads  and  other  works,  the  Council  spent  three 
or  four  nights  over  the  votes.  Every  vote  was 
discussed  and  talked  about.  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  the  case  of  the  expenditure  of  this 
million  of  money  there  will  not  be  half  a  dozen 
members  who  will  be  able  to  say  whether  the 
votes  are  right  or  wrong. 

Mr.  HOGG. — The  honourable  member  re- 
minds me  very  much  of  the  story  told  by  a 
celebrated  historian  about  an  Individual  who, 
previous  to  a  great  catastrophe  in  history, 
travelled  round  the  walls  of  an  ancient  city 
exclaiming,  "Woe,  woe  to  Jerusalem!"  The 
honourable  member,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  has  been  howling, 
"  Woe,  woe "  to  the  Liberal  party  and  the 
present  Ministry.  And  now  he  is  bowling, 
"  Woe,  woe "  to  the  colony,  and  is  predicting 
all  sorts  of  disasters.  I  do  not  believe  in  people 
who  are  continually  predicting  disaster.  I  do 
not  think  they  do  any  good  to  the  country,  or 
to  those  people  who  are  helping  to  build  up  the 
country.  I  am  sorry  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  gone  away,  because  I  intended  to 
give  him  a  little  of  my  mind.  I  intended  to 
refer  to  his  political  antecedents  in  this  House, 
but  they  are  known  to  honourable  members. 
You  have  only  to  look  at  his  past  career  as 
a  leader  and  you  will  find  that  as  a  leader  he 
has  been  a  failure.  And  if  Hew  Zealand 
owes  to  any  one  statesman  more  than  another 
her  present  position  of  indebtedness  it  is  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  been 
declaiming  against  borrowing.  His  virtues 
are  very  much  like  some  infantile  diseases — 
measles,  for  instance — which  when  contracted 
late  in  life  are  most  virulent.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  very  virulent.  Not  many 
years  ago  he  was  associated  in  office  as  Pre- 
mier of  this  colony  with  a  gentleman  who,  I 
believe,  possesses  far  greater  ability  than  he 
possesses  with  regaid  to  finance — the  champion 
borrower  of  the  age ;  and  to  make  such  a  speech 
as  he  has  made  to-night  is  simply  discarding 
his  past  associations.  He  kept  his  Ministry 
in  office  by  a  policy  of  borrowing.  He  rails 
against  roads ;  ce  talks  about  jobbery.  But 
what  sort  of  policy  did  he  bring  down?    T» 
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\rhom  is  dne  that  monstroaa  job  the  Midland 
Bailway,  if  not  to  the  honoarable  gentleman 
and  those  with  whom  he  was  connected?  It 
is  perfectly  true  what  the  honourable  member 
says  as  to  railways  returning  a  certain  per- 
centage. But  they  do  not  return  anything  like 
a  fair  and  reasonable  amount  of  interest  on 
the  money  expended  on  their  construction  and 
maintenance.  Let  us  take  another  class  of  ex- 
penditure which  his  (Government  indulged  in 
very  heavily.  I  refer  to  expensive  public  build- 
ings which  were  erected  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony.  Was  not  something  like  a  quarter  of 
a  million  lavished,  chiefly  through  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  honourable  gentleman,  on  a  luna- 
tic asylum  near  Dunedin  ?  The  honoarable 
gentleman  believes  in  universities  and  lunatic 
asylums,  but  he  does  not  believe  in  roads  eind 
bridges.  He  does  not  believe  in  roads  and 
bridges  because  he  knows  they  are  going  to 
help  settlement.  I  admit  that  in  one  respect 
he  is  consistent.  He  prefers  the  city  to  the 
country,  and  he  does  not  believe  in  helping 
settlers.  The  honourable  gentleman  believes 
in  usury,  but  ho  does  not  believe  in  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  having  cheap  money  whereby 
they  may  improve  their  homesteads.  He  does 
not  believe  in  Consols,  because  he  does  not 
believe  in  capital  which  is  at  present  lying 
idle  being  employed  in  useful  and  reproductive 
works.  The  honourable  member  said  that  the 
railways  return  a  certain  amount  of  interest 
but  that  the  roads  do  not.  I  say  the  honour- 
able member  does  not  know  what  he  is  talk- 
ing ahont.  We  know  positively  that  a  large 
amount  of  this  money  which  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  on  roads  will  return  not  3  per  cent.,  but 
4  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent,  on  the  expenditure. 
The  money  which  is  borrowed  under  the  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act  for  roads  and  bridges — 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  if  settlement 
is  to  go  on — ogives  a  return  of  5  per  cent.  That 
money  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
our  settlers  to  get  upon  their  sections,  and 
to  have  access  to  markets  for  their  produce. 
I  ask  if  that  is  not  a  fair  return,  com- 
pared with  the  returns  received  from  our  rail- 
ways. If  you  want  the  country  to  prosper 
you  must  assist  the  country  settlers.  They 
are  building  up  and  making  the  country.  £>o 
thc^e  settlers  not  help  the  labour-market  ?  Is 
not  every  settler  an  employer?  I  maintain 
tbat  even  the  settler  who  does  not  pay  anything 
in  wages  is  an  employer  of  the  very  best  de- 
scription, because,  if  he  employs  nobody  else, 
he  employs  himself  and  his  family.  They  are 
maintaining  themselves  honestly,  and  helping 
to  maintain  the  country.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  do  anything  to  please  the  honourable 
member.  As  I  have  often  said,  his  mind  is 
taken  up  with  universities,  high  schools,  lunatic 
asylums,  insurance  buildings,  and  "  fads  "  of 
that  character.  He  wants  to  build  cities,  and 
to  go  in  for  all  kinds  of  unreproductive  works, 
and  the  kind  of  works  he  would  construct 
if  ha  had  the  power  would  be  works  that 
would  not  return  a  single  penny,  but  would 
be  a  source  of  continual  expenditure  to  the 
colony.  I  am  very  much  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Mr,  Hogg 


Government  are  able  to  afford  something  like 
a  million  of  money  for  not  only  public  works 
such  as  roads  and  bridges,  but  for  railways, 
pnblic  buildings,  purchase  of  Native  lands,  and 
a  variety  of  things  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  referred  to.  With  regard  to  oar 
railways,  we  know  very  well  that  some  of  these 
railways  only  require  a  reasonable  amount  of 
additional  expenditure  to  make  them  more 
reproductive  than  they  are  at  the  present  time. 
These  remarks  apply  to  the  North  Island  Tnmk 
Bailway.  Every  mile  of  that  railway  tbat  is 
constructed  will  assist  the  settlers  in  that  part 
of  the  colony.  I  do  not  begrudge  the  amount 
of  money  that  is  going  to  be  expended  upon  that 
line,  because  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  pro- 
secuted, and  the  same  remarks  in  a  modiiSed 
sense  may  possibly  be  applied  to  the  Otago 
Central.  But  when  1  come  to  refer  to  the  line 
which  more  particularly  concerns  me,  the 
Eketahuna-Woodville  line,  no  money  could  be 
better  expended  than  che  amount  voted  to  assist 
in  the  completion  of  that  railway.  Every  inch 
of  that  line  is  going  to  pay,  and  if  any  part  of 
New  Zealand  is  going  to  be  assisted  by  that 
line  more  than  another  it  is  the  place  repre- 
sented by  the  honourable  gentleman,  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  It  will 
bring  down  to  this  city  the  whole  of  the  rich 
agricultural  and  pastoral  wealth  of  the  Forty- 
mile  Bush ;  it  will  tap  the  splendid  lands  in 
Hawke's  Bay ;  it  will  bring  the  produce  of  the 
beautiful  lands  there  to  the  Port  of  Wellington ; 
and  if  there  is  anything  that  will  tend  mote 
than  another  to  build  up  the  city,  and  make  it 
far  more  prosperous  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time,  it  is  the  construction  and  completion 
of  that  line.  And  yet  we  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  declaiming  against  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure because  tbe  present  Government  are 
recognising  the  demands  of  the  country  and 
the  wants  of  the  settlers,  by  spending  an 
amount  of  money  upon  roads  similar  to  the 
amount  they  are  spending  on  railways.  He 
says,  because  the  Government  is  doing  this,  it 
is  entering  on  a  borrowing  policy,  and  bring- 
ing the  country  to  rnin.  If  any  man  can 
bring  the  country  to  rnin  it  is  the  honoarable 
gentleman,  who  has  been  declaiming  against 
the  policy  of  progress.  What  has  that  honoar- 
able gentleman  done  since  he  has  been  in  this 
House?  He  has  set  his  face  against  the 
Liberal  party  and  everything  of  a  Liberal  cha- 
racter. I  remember  some  years  ago,  when  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  politicians  in  Otago,  he 
held  different  views  ;  but  he  has  jumped  a  Jim- 
Crow  somersault,  and  has  become  a  different 
man  from  what  ho  was  in  those  days.  He 
has  performed  the  feat  of  climbing  to  a  lofty . 
position,  and  then  he  has  kicked  from  under 
his  feet  the  ladder  by  which  he  was  elevated. 
Now,  Sir,  dealing  with  this  question  of  roads, 
I  say  this :  that,  if  New  Zealand  is  to  prosper 
at  all,  the  Government  must  continne  the 
policy  they  have  entered  upon,  and  from  year 
to  year,  instead  of  diminishing,  we  must  in- 
crease that  expenditure.  A  large  amonnt  of 
the  bush-country  is  still  in  its  original  con- 
dition.   It  is  still  a  wilderness,  and  manj  of 
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the  Bettleis  who  are  endeayouring  to  make 
homes  for  themselves  in  portions  of  the  coan- 
tzy  at  the  present  time  are  simply  in  this 
position:  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  their 
way,  and  wul  be  unable  to  make  homes  on 
their  sections  unless  they  have  the  assistance 
the  Government  proposes.  To  illustrate  what 
I  am  saying  I  may  point  oat  the  fact  that  only 
to-day  I  accompanied  one  of  the  settlers  in  my 
district  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  Lands,  in 
order  that  he  might  represent  his  position. 
That  young  man  hailed  from  Canterbury. 
Three  or  four  years  ago  he  settled  on  a  portion 
of  the  Mount  Baker  Block.  Up  to  the  present 
time  there  is  not  even  a  good  paMsk-traok  to  that 
section.  For  37  chains  every  bag  of  flour,  every 
hag  of  sugar — in  fsict,  everything  he  requires — he 
has  to  hump  upon  his  back  in  order  to  bring 
them  to  his  little  cottage.  Quite  recently  he 
told  me  he  introduced  his  father  and  mother 
to  his  bush  home.  The  other  day  his  mother 
was  taken  ill ;  and  in  what  position  did  he 
find  himself  ?  She  might  have  died,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  find  medical  aid  for  her. 
In  order  to  get  her  out  of  that  position  he 
would  have  had  to  carry  her  on  his  back  for 
a  distance  of  half  a  mile  over  fallen  logs  and 
timber.  All  he  wanted  was  a  pack-track — a 
work  that  would  cost  about  £100.  Yet  he  was 
unable  to  get  it.  Sir,  the  Government  of  the 
day,  and  especially  the  ilinister  of  Lands, 
deserve  every  credit  for  spending  all  the 
money  they  possibly  can  to  assist  settlers  of 
that  ohacaotor.  Wherever  I  go — speaking 
for  my  own  district,  the  Forty-mile  Bush — 
^i^erever  I  go,  the  cry  of  the  settler  is,  "  Beads  I 
roads  I  The  grain  on  our  sections  is  rotting  ; 
there  is  no  chance  of  getting  in  any  stock,  or 
of  finding  our  way  to  market,  because  we 
have  not  got  roads  to  our  sections."  They 
may  make  improvements,  they  may  fell  the 
hnui,  they  may  get  their  lands  under  grass, 
but  of  what  use  is  that  land  to  them  if  they 
have  no  roads?  The  first  essentials  in  order 
to  make  sections  reproductive  are  roads  and 
bridges.  These  men  may  make  a  living;  but 
how  are  they  to  pay  their  way?  They  are 
required  by  the  Government  to  pay  rent ;  they 
are  required  by  the  local  bodies  to  pay  taxes ; 
they  are  required  by  their  neighbours  to  erect 
fences.  They  ne^d  money  for  fencing-wire, 
and  various  other  things ;  but  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  make  money  unless  they  have 
means  of  access  to  their  sections,  and  are  able 
to  feed  their  sheep  and  cattle,  and  to  drive 
them  out  to  market.  Roads  are  absolutely 
essential  to  successful  settlement.  These  roads 
and  bridges  are  the  highways  of  civilisation; 
they  are  avenues  for  profitable  employment; 
they  will  give  employment  to  the  settlers 
themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  unemployed  ; 
they  will  save  such  gentlemen  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  from  having  to  cry 
out  in  this  House  about  the  poor  swaggers 
travelling  about  from  station  to  station.  If 
anything  will  relieve  the  present  state  of  the 
labour-market  it  is  the  introduction  of  a  policy 
of  this  kind.  Because  what  has  our  rtulway 
policy  done  in  the  past  ?    No  doubt,  with  the 


money  borrowed  for  railways,  we  have  been 
able  to  introduce  locomotives,  and  a  great  deal 
of  iron  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  and 
that  is  where  the  principal  portion  of  our  money 
has  gone.  A  comparatively  small  portion  of  it 
has  gone  in  labour,  and  what  has  been  spent 
has  not  been  spent  in  a  proper  direction,  because 
it  has  failed  to  settle  people  on  the  land.  But 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  providing  work 
for  the  unemployed,  and  providing  them  with 
money  during  the  time  they  are  bringing  their 
lands  into  cultivation.  I  am  astonished  that 
any  member  in  this  House  should  be  heard 
declaiming  against  a  policy  of  this  character, 
because  I  maintain  that  if  a  new  country  like 
this  is  to  be  made  prosperous,  if  our  large 
centres  are  to  be  made  prosperous,  we  must 
have  something  else  besides  higher  education. 
We  must  have  education  of  a  very  different 
kind.  We  must  have  physical  education;  and, 
more  than  that,  we  do  not  want  merely  to  stuff 
their  brains.  We  want  something  to  clothe 
and  feed  them ;  and  it  is  the  settlers  who  will 
produce  the  material  for  food  and  clothing. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  has  the  inflated 
nations  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  too  many  who 
reckon  they  possess  a  very  superior  amount 
of  learning  seem  to  enjoy.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  carried  away  with  the  idea  that 
the  perfect  man  or  woman  must  be  somebody 
who  is  turned  out  of  a  university.  The  son  of 
the  settler  enjoys  what  1  may  call  the  best  of 
technical  instruction.  He  is  taught  how  to 
fell  bush,  how  to  cultivate  the  land,  how  to 
manage  stook.  Those  men  or  women  who  are 
producers  are  the  best  friends  a  new  country 
can  possibly  have.  They  are  feodmg  our  ex- 
ports ;  they  are  assisting  the  colony  to  paj'  its 
way;  and  if  the  oolony  is  to  thrive  at  ail,  if 
we  are  to  get  out  of  debt,  if  we  are  to  make 
our  great  national  swag  rest  easily  upon  our 
shoulders,  it  is  by  prosecuting  a  policy  of  this 
character  and  enabling  the  settlers  to  make 
money  from  the  lands  of  the  colony.  That  is 
the  only  way  it  can  be  done.  Universities  will 
not  enable  the  country  to  pay  its  way.  We 
cannot  make  the  country  pay  its  way  by  turn- 
ing out  briefless  barristers  who  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  making  their  way  through  life.  We 
have  had  recent  illustrations  of  that  in  Wel- 
lington, where  barristers  have  been  brought 
up  and  threatened  to  be  struck  off  the  rolls 
because  they  cannot  pay  their  fees  to  the  Law 
Society.  You  do  not  see  the  settlers  trotted 
up  before  the  Courts  because  they  sannot  pay 
their  way.  It  is  very  rare  in  New  Zealand  to 
see  a  settler  dragged  up  for  old  debts.  The 
backbone  of  the  country  are  the  men  and 
women  who  in  the  wildest  part  of  the  country 
are  endeavouring  to  make  homes  for  them- 
selves. These  are  the  men  and  women  in 
whom  the  hope  of  the  country  lies.  The  hope 
of  the  country's  future  does  not  lie  in  barristers, 
or  in  men  who  come  into  this  House  to  take 
away  hope  from  the  breasts  of  the  people  by 
declaiming  against  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government  and  against  progress.  I  say  this : 
that  the  present  Public  Works  Statement  is, 
I  believe,  one  of  the  most  gratifying  State- 
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ments  evei  issued  from  a  Parliament  in  this 
oonntry.  I  believe  it  will  be  hailed  with 
almost  universal  delight  throughout  Kew  Zea- 
land, because  it  specifies  for  the  first  time 
since  the  borrowing  policy  and  the  public- 
works  policy  commenced, — for  the  first  time  in 
many  years, — that  the  amount  to  be  expended 
on  roads  is  more  than  equal  to  the  amount  to 
be  expended  on  railways.  It  is  what  the 
settlers  in  my  district  have  been  clamouring 
for  for  years.  They  have  been  continually 
bringing  this  matter  under  my  attention :  that 
too  much  money  has  been  thrown  away  on 
railways,  and  far  too  little  spent  on  roads.  And 
roads  are  superior  to  railways  in  a  young 
country.  Railways  may  benefit  a  few  ;  they 
may  be  used  for  heavy  traffic;  but  if  yon 
have  a  road  you  have  something  that  everybody 
can  use — men,  women  and  children — a  means 
by  which  every  child  can  get  to  school,  and 
every  farmer  can  reach  the  nearest  market ; 
and  if  our  railways  are  going  to  be  reproduc- 
tive it  must  be  by  extending  our  system  of 
roads — by  making  main  roads  to  every  part 
of  the  country.  And  now,  with  regard  to 
main  roads,  are  they  not  necessary?  They 
are  just  as  necessary  as  by-roads.  One  must 
be  dovetailed  into  the  other.  You  must  also 
have  pack-tracks,  and  whatever  you  do  you 
must  give  settlers  —  and  especially  young 
settlers  —  access  to  their  sections.  I  say  at 
once  that  we  ought  to  support  the  Oovernment, 
and,  if  we  support  the  Government  with  regard 
to  anything  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  in  the  line  of 
policy  they  are  now  adopting,  because  through 
that  line  of  policy  New  Zealand  will  be  able 
to  come  to  the  front  as  a  country  in  which 
public  works  are  thoroughly  reproductive.  I 
believe,  by  prosecuting  this  policy  of  roads  and 
bridges,  we  shall  not  only  help  on  the  good 
work  of  civilisation,  but  we  shall  help  forward 
the  work  of  settlement ;  we  shall  add  to  our 
exports;  and  if  we  are  not  able  to  gradually 
extinguish  the  indebtedness  of  the  country  we 
shall  make  the  indebtedness  that  New  Zea- 
land is  now  labouring  under  sit  very  lightly 
indeed  on  the  shoulders  of  a  thriving  popula- 
tion. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  intend  fol- 
lowing the  honourable  gentleman  through  the 
whole  course  of  his  speech,  but  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  he  felt  it  a  public  duty,  in  criti- 
cizing the  Public  Works  Statement,  to  vent 
bis  private  spleen  on  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  The  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hasterton  upon  the 
Statement  itself  were,  to  a  certain  extent,  right. 
At  any  rate,  I  join  with  him  in  believing  that 
the  construction  of  roads  is  more  desirable 
than  the  further  construction  of  railways.  But 
I  was  unable  to  agree  with  some  of  the  other 
arguments  he  used.  He  told  us  that  year  by 
year,  instead  of  diminishing,  the  Government 
n  Q  must  increase,  expenditure.  "  Hear, 
'  '  hear,"  says  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
and  shortly  afterwards  he  says,  "  If  we  are  to 
get  out  of  debt  it  is  only  by  pursuing  a  policy 
of  this  kind."  Well,  Sir,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  were  an  Irishman  I  might  perhaps 
lir.  Hogg 


appreciate  the  joke,  but,  seeing  that  he  is  » 
Sootohman,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  Cor 
any  system  of  logic  to  explain  how  going 
further  into  debt,  and  year  by  year  increasing 
the  expenditure,  is  to  reduce  the  public  debt  at 
the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  MoEENZIE.— Increase  the  popnla- 
tion. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes,  Sir,  it  is  perfectly 
true  we  must  increase  the  population ;  but  how 
are  we  to  increase  the  population  ?  By  the 
provisions  of  the  Undesirable  Immigrants  Bill 
possibly  ? 

Mr.  J.  MoEENZIE.— By  patting  the  young 
boys  and  girls  of  New  Zealand  on  Uie  land. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  I  cannot  see  that. 
The  young  boys  and  girU  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  increase  the  population,  I  should  imagine. 
I  haye  no  cause  to  laugh  over  the  statement 
at  all.  I  am  also  one  of  the  Jeremiahs — I 
forget  the  name  of  the  prophet  who  marched 
round  Jerusalem ;  it  was  not  Jeremiah,  but  I 
have  often  been  classed  as  a  Jeremiah,  though 
most  undeservedly.  I  endeavour  to  look  the 
facts  fairly  in  the  faoe,  and,  having  looked 
them  fairly  in  the  faoe,  to  state  what  one 
sees  there,  and  what  is  likely  to  arise  from  the 

Sol  icy  proposed.  It  is  EUi  axiom,  or  hitherto 
as  been  termed  an  axiom,  that  the  first  duty 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  to  take  cace 
of  the  purse.  Unfortunately  that  axiom  has 
ceased  to  have  any  effect  whatsoever  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  have  got  a  pretty  tight 
hold. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes,  the  Premier  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  have  a  pretty  tight  hold, 
but  of  the  bottom  of  the  purse,  which  they 
have  turned  upside  down,  and  they  are  scatter- 
ing sovereigns  in  every  direction.  But  we,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives, 
whose  principal  duty  should  be  to  guard  the 
public  interest,  are  allowed  no  voice  whaiso- 
ever  in  the  expenditure  of  that  money.  Why, 
what  is  our  position?  Last  night  this  Public 
Works  Statement  was  brought  down — I  forget 
exactly  at  what  hour ;  but  the  estimates  were 
not  placed  in  my  hands  till  half-past  ten.  The 
House  sat  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Some  of  us  reassembled  on  Committees  at  ten 
o'clock  a.m. ;  and,  speaking  for  myself,  except 
during  such  time  as  the  House  adjourned, 
I  have  not  been  outside  the  House  to-day,  and 
have  had  my  attention  carefully  fixed  upon 
the  business  brought  before  us,  and  though 
I  rise  to  say  a  few  words,  and  unfortunately 
only  a  few  words,  on  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, I  confess  frankly  to  the  House  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  studying  that  docu- 
ment. It  has  been  perfectly  impossible  that 
one  should  read  the  whole  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement  and  compare  it  with  the  other  State- 
ments and  tables  bearing  on  the  public  ex- 
penditure in  an  intelligible  manner  since  it  was 
placed  in  our  hands;  and  yet  to-night  we  are 
being  forced,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  to  dis- 
cuss the  expenditure  of  one  million  of  money, 
when  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  no 
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member  in  the  Hoase,  excepting  the  Premier, 
and  possibly  some  of  his  colleagues,  have  had 
on  opportunity  of  studying  or  at  all  under- 
standing the  Public  Works  Statement  put  be- 
fore us,  and  so  oi  discharging  the  duty  which 
our  position  imposes  upon  as.  Sir,  it  is  a  most 
unfortunate  and  extraordinary  circumstance 
that  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  should  be 
forced  to  do  this.  And  not  only  that,  but  we 
know  full  well  that  the  Premier  does  not  in- 
tend, if  he  can  help  it,  to  allow  us  to  leave 
this  ChEkmber  until  we  have  voted  the  axpendi. 
tore  of  one  million  of  money,  of  which  the 
great  bulk  of  us  have  no  knowledge  whatso- 
ever. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  not  said  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  not  said  anything  of  the  kind,  I  know,  but 
my  experience  of  him  has  lasted  under  fairly 
happy  circumstances  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  the  Ethiopian  does  not  change  his  skin  nor 
the  leopard  his  spots.  There  is  one  short  para- 
graph in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  that  I  should 
like  to  take  exception  to,  though  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  here ;  but  I  do  not  think 
he  will  object.  He  spoke  of  the  tapering-ofi 
policy  as  a  policy  inaugurated  by  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance.  Now,  I  give  the  late  Mr.  Ballance 
all  credit  for  having  had  a  strong  and  sincere 
desire  to  continue  the  tapering- oS  policy  in- 
augurated by  Sir  Harry  Ackinson  in  1887,  but 
it  was  he  who  commenced  the  good  work :  and 
this  is  no  assertion,  but  the  facts  prove  it  to 
be  the  case.  I  am  speaking  now  only  from 
memory,  but  I  think  the  amount  of  the  public- 
works  expenditure  when  Sir  Harry   Atkinson 

took  office  was my  honourable  friend  on  my 

left  (Mr.  Mitohelson),  who  is  able  to  give  re- 
liable information,  says  it  was  over  a  million — 
I  was  going  to  say  it  was  £967,000 ;  it  was  some 
such  sum,  and  the  year  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment was  turned  out  of  office  the  expenditure 
was  reduced  to  £334,251. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Last  year  it  was  £320,000. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No ;  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  wrong.  I  will  give  him  the  exact 
figures  presently  of  his  own  expenditure  last 
year.  I  give  all  credit  to  the  late  Mr.  Ballance 
for  having  carried  on  the  policy  which  was  in- 
augurated by  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  and 
I  only  mention  the  matter  now,  because  honour 
should  be  given  where  honour  is  due.  The  fact 
remains  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  the  first 
pnblic  man  who  had  the  courage  to  bring  about 
a  systematic  reduction  in  the  public-works  ex- 
penditure of  the  colony.  Now,  it  has  been  said 
that  there  is  to  be  an  increase  of  taxation  next 
year.  I  think  it  is  possible  the  Government 
may  be  compelled  to  endeavour  to  impose  fresh 
taxation  on  the  colony  next  year,  but,  unless  I 
am  very  much  mistaken  indeed,  they  will  find 
it  impossible  to  raise  further  revenue.  I  do 
not  by  that  mean  to  lead  the  House  to  suppose 
it  is  my  belief  this  Parliament  will  not  consent 
to  the  imposition  of  further  taxation.  I  am 
(orry  to  say  the  axiom  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to 
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guard  the  people's  purse  has  no  effect  here, 
and  therefore  honourable  members  will  be  pre- 
pared, in  all  probability,  to  impose  fresh  taxa- 
tion ;  bat,nnless  I  am  much  mistaken,  the  Go- 
vernment will  find  it  impossible  to  raise  further 
revenue,  however  much  they  may  propose  it. 
I  believe  so  for  this  reason  :  that  with  a  falling 
revenue  you  may  increase  taxation  through 
the  Customs,  but  the  inevitable  result  will  be 
that,  as  the  people  have  come  to  the  extreme 
limit  of  their  spending  -  power,  they  will  di- 
minish their  expenditure  to  pay  the  increased 
taxation,  but  that  will  not  increase  the  reve- 
nue ;  and  so,  though  a  further  taxation  may 
be  imposed  upon  land,  I  believe  the  same  effect 
will  take  place,  seeing  that  the  land  is  already 
taxed  to  the  utmost  limit  it  can  stand. 

Hon.  Membgss. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Honourable  members 
know  nothing  about  the  difficulties  of  land- 
owners when  they  say  "No."  The  effect  of 
imposing  additional  taxation  on  the  land  will  be 
this :  There  will  be  a  very  serious  fall  in  the 
value  of  land,  proportionate  to  the  increased 
charges  imposed  upon  it,  and,  consequently, 
the  amount  levied  in  excess  of  the  amount 
that  is  already  raised  by  taxation  on  land 
must  in  reality  be  taken  from  the  moneys 
now  paid  as  wages,  and  therefore  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  people  wiU  be  further  diminished, 
with  the  result  that  further  taxation  will  not 
give  increased  revenue,  but  will  intensify  the 
distress  and  prevent  the  ordinary  amount  of 
Customs  duties  from  being  paid  which  other- 
wise might  bo  levied.  There  are  two  or  three 
points  I  wish  to  touch  upon  in  connection 
with  the  Statement,  but  I  repeat  again  that  I 
have  been  unable  to  study  it.  What  we  have 
to  bear  in  mind  is  this  :  that  it  is  impossible 
to  go  on  borrowing  money  without  paying  in- 
terest ;  that,  if  we  spend  money,  in  some  way 
or  other  we  have  to  pay  the  interest  for  the 
money  we  get.  Though  the  Premier  told  us 
just  now  that  the  expenditure  of  his  Govern- 
ment last  year  was  less  by  £14,000  than  the 
Atkinson  expenditure  for  1890-91,  I  chanced 
to  have  the  exact  figures  for  both  years  in  my 
possession,  and  I  shall  quote  them.  They  show 
that  the  expenditure  of  this  Government  last 
year  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Atkinson  Government  in  1890-91. 
Their  expenditure  in  1890-91  was  £334,251; 
while  last  year — and  there  is  no  use  in  talking 
about  Part  I.  and  Part  II.,  because  Part  I. 
and  Part  II.  were  all  one  in  the  days  of  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson — the  expenditure  last  year  was 
£409,474.  These  are  the  exact  figures,  which 
I  give  believing  them  to  be  absolutely  cor- 
rect. I  have  taken  them  out  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  and  they  are  open  to  any  honour- 
able gentleman  who  thinks  he  oan  prove  that  I 
am  wrong.  Now,  I  wish  to  draw  a  comparison 
between  this  self-reliant,  non-borrowing,  taper- 
ing-ofi Government  and  the  Government  of 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  which  they  have  been 
continually  taunting  with  not  having  done 
its  best  to  make  reductions.  I  quote  again 
the  figures  :  £334,251  was  the  gross  expenditure 
of  the  Atkinson  Government  during  the  last 
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year  ol  office ;  £940,163  is  to  be  expended  this 
year,  unless  we  Bjre  to  be  told — which  I  hope 
the  Premier  will  not  tell  us— that  these  pablic- 
woiks  estimates  Eure  all  humbug.  Assuming 
they  are  correct,  he  is  to  expend  £940,168 
and  the  additional  £SO,000  which  was  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  just  now,  making  in  round 
nambers  one  million  of  money,  as  against  one- 
third  of  a  million  of  money  spent  by  the  Atkin- 
son Government.  It  is  all  very  well  for  honour- 
able members  to  say  it  is  desirable  to  spend 
the  money.  I  agree  that  it  is  desirable,  so  far 
as  our  means  allow,  to  go  on  with  reading  the 
country ;  but  to  tell  me  it  is  possible  to  sanction 
additional  expenditure  to  the  extent  of  a  mil- 
lion of  money  in  this  unfortunate  colony  year 
after  year,  as  a  means  of  lifting  it  out  of  its  dif- 
fioolUes,  is  to  ask  me  to  believe  something  that 
is  contrary  to  all  experience  and  to  the  dictates 
of  common -sense.  I  cannot  believe  such  a 
thing  will  come  about.  Now,  I  do  not  by  any 
means  wish  to  find  fault  with  the  amount  of  the 
votes  put  upon  the  estimates  for  my  particular 
electoral  district.  It  is  quite  oat  of  my  power 
to  find  any  fault  with  them  whatsoever.  There 
are  none  to  find  fault  with.  No  loaA  or 
bridge,  nothing  of  the  sort,  is  allowed  to  the 
district  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  and 
therefore  it  is  impossible  to  find  fault  with 
anything  that  is  being  done  in  my  district. 
Oh  I  you  may  look,  but  yon  will  not  find  it,  be- 
cause there  is  not  one  single  penny. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— "  Hawke's  Bay,  £9,233." 
Captain  KUSSELL.— Oh  I  Hawke's  Bay  is 
not  my  electorate.  Do  not  try  to  draw  a  red- 
herring  across  the  scent.  The  Hawke's  Bay 
Land  District  includes  a  portion,  I  believe,  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland.  At  any  rate,  it  has 
no  more  to  do  with  my  part  of  the  country 
than  the  Province  of  Wellington.  I  have  some 
cause  to  find  fault  with  that ;  and  I  have 
serious  fault  to  find  with  the  utter  neglebt  of 
the  east  coast  of  the  North  Island.  There 
is  a  district  which  should  be  made  a  highly 
reproductive  district.  It  is  a  district  we  have 
heard  to-night  about — namely,  the  East  Coast 
— and  it  deserves  to  be  well  considered,  on 
aooount  of  the  configuration  of  the  country 
there.  Probably  in  few  portions  of  New  Zea- 
land is  the  country  more  broken  than  on 
the  East  Coast.  Well,  we  have,  I  think,  the 
sum  of  £1,000,  which  is  to  be  expended  on 
the  Wairoa  Boad.  The  Premier,  after  his 
notable  passage  across  Lake  Waikaremoana, 
interviewed  the  settlers  at  the  Township  of 
Clyde,  in  the  district  of  Wairoa,  and  there, 
after  he  had,  no  doubt,  dined  well,  after  the 
fasting  of  the  few  days  previous,  in  the  most 
generous  way  he  promised  that  he  would  ex- 
pend £5,000  or  £6,000  in  making  and  repair- 
mg  their  roads :  and  here  we  have  the  lament- 
able result.  It  seems  to  me  most  hard — 
and  I  am  not  speaking  of  my  own  district 
or  in  my  own  mterests,  but  I  know  well 
that  there  is  a  district,  extending  from  a  few 
miles  north  of  the  Town  of  Napier  right  up  to 
Taaranga,  which  has  not  received  any  appre- 
ciable benefit  from  pnblio-wodcs  expenditure. 
Captain  BvmM 


The  whole  of  the  roads  in  that  district  h»,v» 
been  made  out  of  the  settlers'  own  rates 
by  the  people  themselves,  and  there  has  been 
scarcely  any  expenditure  there  of  any  kiiid ; 
and  yet,  when  we  get  the  large  expenditure 
of  a  million  of  money  again,  that  district  ic 
absolutely  neglected.  I  may  be  told  tHoA 
there  is  not  much  Crown  land  and  not  maoh 
Native  land  in  that  district ;  but  the  Qovem.- 
ment  again  is  mistaken,  as  there  is  a  con- 
siderable area  of  Crown  land  and  a  consider- 
able area  of  Native  land  which  the  Oovem- 
ment  are  negotiating  for.  I  notice,  in  looking 
over  the  estimates,  that  under  the  Lands 
Improvement  Account  there  is  money  being 
expended  in  every  possible  locality,  &nd  that 
money  is  to  be  voted  for  expenditure  on  roads 
upon  the  most -flimsy  pretexts,  nominally  in 
order  to  open  up  countey  for  settlement,  and 
I  say  it  is  a  hardship  that  the  whole  of  the 
East  Coast  district  should  be  completely  de- 
barred from  settlement,  and  be  left  without 
a  chanoe  o[  any  better  development,  simply 
because  the  Minister  does  not  choose  to  do 
anything  for  it.  I  notice  one  interesting  little 
passage  in  the  Public  Works  Statement — that 
referring  to  the  men  employed  on  the  co-ope- 
rative system ;  and  I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  fact:  that  the  number 
of  men  under  the  co-operative  system  swelled 
considerably  during  the  month  of  the  election, 
and  remained  so  till  the  month  afterwards;  in 
October,  just  before,  they  numbered  1,889,  and 
in  December,  just  after,  they  had  risen  to  2,122 ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  excitement  of  the  election 
was  over  again  they  dwindled  down.  I  will  not 
mention  anything  further  in  regard  to  it,  but  I 
would  simply  ask  honourable  members  to  draw 
their  own  conclusions.  It  is  no  doubt  a  proper 
thing  to  give  the  co-operative  men  an  oppor- 
tunity of  employment  at  election-time,  because 
unless  men  are  profitably  employed  during  such 
times  they  are  apt  to  get  a  little  rowdy,  and  to 
crowd  into  places  where  it  is  not  desirable  that 
they  should  be ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  be  in  places  where  support  is  required. 

An  Hon.  Ukmbeb. — How  can  they  get  on 
the  roads  to  vote  ? 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Oh  I  that  is  very  easUy 
managed :  polling-places  were  opened  adjacent 
to  the  works ;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  asked  the  question  had  fought  as  many 
elections  as  the  Hon.  the  Premier  he  would 
know  how  that  could  be  done.  Then,  there  ia 
another  point  I  should  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to.  The  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  commented  on  the  desirablenees 
of  expending  money  on  roads  rather  than  on 
railways,  and  he  took  a  wise  course.  I  agree 
with  him  in  such  a  proposition  ;  but  no  other 
one  thing  can  better  be  adduced  to  intensify 
the  want  of  roads  than  what  has  been  done  an 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Bailway.  There  is  to 
be  a  sum  of  £2S,000  expended  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  line  of  railway  to  the  Poro-o-taiao 
Tunnel.  Well,  some  honourable  members  say 
that  there  will  be  2  per  oent.,  2^  per  cent.,  or 
even  up  to  3  per  oent.  earned  by  the  extension 
of  the  railway ;  but  I  have  travelled  through 
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that  country  myself,  and  can  assnie  the  House 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  proverbial 
grease  for  the  wheels  being  earned  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  railway  to  the  Poro-o-tarao  Tunnel. 
It  is  land  almost  as  poor  as  any  part  of  Kew 
Zealand,  absolutely  unpopulated  and  unfit  for 
small  settlement,  and  it  will  remain  unoccu- 
pied by  small  settlers  for  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years  hence.  The  Poro-o-tarao  Tunnel  stands 
a  monument  of  folly,  and  yet  the  Oovemment 
have  made  a  railway  to  convey  people  to  it, 
and  that  monument  of  folly  is  a  greater  piece 
of  folly  than  the  tunnel  itself.  How  long  are 
we  to  continue  to  hold  this  mad  theory  that 
pushing  railways  into  the  wilderness  is  going  to 
improve  the  position  of  the  colony  ?  How  long 
are  we  going  to  delude  ourselves  with  the  idea 
that  railways  are  going  to  be  pushed  forward  to 
a  paying-point,  wherever  that  may  be  ?  Who 
is  to  say  what  is  the  paying-point?  The 
honouraUe  gentleman  may  go  on  for  ever 
pushing  railways  into  the  wilderness,  but  he 
must  go  on  for  ever  and  ever  if  he  does  not 
stop  until  they  come  to  the  paying-point. 
There  are  just  two  passages  in  the  Statement 
hearing  upon  this  which  we  have  to  notice,  in- 
asmuch a«  they  go  to  prove  exactly  the  oppo- 
site of  what  is  put  in  the  Statement.  One 
paragraph  says, — 

"  The  policy  of  the  Oovemment  since  its 
Advent  to  office  has  been  to  complete  the  un- 
finished lines  so  as  to  turn  unproductive  expen- 
diture to  profitable  account.  In  pursuance  of 
this  policy,  no  less  than  185  miles  of  railway 
have  been  completed  and  opened  for  traffic 
during  the  three  and  three-quarter  years  that 
the  Oovemment  has  been  in  office.  Of  this 
total  length,  61  miles  7  chains  were  opened 
during  the  late  financial  year." 

Is  this  the  paying- point  ? — that  is  to  say,  by 
opening  136  miles  of  railway  are  we  progress- 
ing to  this  paying-point  ?  And,  having  turned 
'the  point,  what  do  we  find  from  the  next  para- 
graph? These  words:  that  we  have  at  last 
come  to  the  paying-point,  or  have  got  61  miles 
nearer  to  it?  Ko;  the  result  is  a  diminu- 
tion of  earnings,  and  an  actual  increase  in  the 
eost  of  working  the  railways.  The  next  para- 
graph says,  ■*  The  total  receipts  during  1892-93 
amounted  to  £1,181,521,  against  £1,172,793  for 
1898-94."  So  that  the  truth  is  that  the  open- 
ing of  that  61  miles  of  railway  has  not  brought 
any  increase,  but  really,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers will  see,  it  has  brought  about  a  propor- 
tionate increase  in  the  management-cost,  and 
Skotnally  had  further  diminished  the  net  earn- 
ings of  the  railways.    The  paragraph  states, — 

"...  and  the  net  profit,  after  deducting 
working-expenses,  amounted  to  £487,484  in  the 
latter  year  [that  is,  1898-94] ,  against  £449,880 
In  the  former  [1893-98],  a  deficiency  of  £11,946. 
This,  in  the  face  of  an  increased  capital  ex- 
penditure of  over  £400,000,  and  an  increase  of 
'61  miles  in  the  length  of  line  worked,  cannot 
he  regarded  as  a  very  satisfactory  result." 

In  the  face  of  such  a  statement,  how  can  the 
honourable  member  say  that  it  is  desirable  to 
4;o  on  pushing  railways  on  in  the  country,  when 
we  know  we  are  so  fiar  taxing  the  people,  and 


heaping  new  burdens  on  them  which  they  can 
scarcely  carry  ?  Is  this  the  way  by  which  pro- 
sperity can  be  brought  back  to  the  country  7 
And  we  have  now  come  to  such  a  pass  in  the 
history  of  this  colony  that  the  further  making 
of  railways  through  unproductive  country  can 
only  result  in  further  taxation  upon  the  people. 
Although  it  may  be  said  that  that  taxation 
will  be  borne  by  the  rich,  and  not  by  the  poor, 
I  hold  it  to  be  axiomatic  that  you  cannot 
impose  a  burden  opon  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity without  further  affecting  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  You  may  impose 
the  taxation  apparently  on  the  richer  classes  of 
the  community,  but  the  inevitable  result  is 
that  the  poor  must  suffer;  and  I  repeat  now 
what  I  have  said  for  ten  years,  that  the  day 
of  prosperity  will  never  dawn  in  New  Zea- 
land until  we  are  not  able  to  borrow  any 
money  to  spend  in  the  way  we  are  doing, 
and  until  we  are  really  self-reliant.  Then  we 
shall  develop  new  industries,  and  the  country 
will  progress,  and  every  kind  of  business  will 
be  established  on  a  sound  basis,  because  the 
people  themselves  will  be  self-reliant.  Bat  if 
you  continue  as  proposed  bertf,  spending  about 
a  million  of  borrowed  money  every  year,  the 
result  will  be  to  cause  the  people  to  lean  upon 
the  Oovemment,  which  must  be  prejudicial 
not  only  to  their  material  welfare,  but  to  every 
moral  consideration. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Sir,  either  the  speeches  to 
which  we  have  listened  this  evening  have  not 
been  of  a  very  rousing  charaoter,  or  else  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  overpowering  eager- 
ness for  the  Public  Works  Statement  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  to-night,  and  the  in- 
dignation at  the  delay  in  bringing  it  down,  have 
been  a  little  exaggerated.  Because,  if  we  were 
to  take  as  absolutely  correct  the  statements 
made  in  speeohes,  one  would,  I  think,  have 
expected  to  see  an  intensely  exciting  debate, 
an  exceedingly  full  House,  and  members  eager 
to  attack  the  Oovemment  for  not  having 
brought  down  the  Statement  before.  Instead  of 
that,  looking  around  us,  what  do  we  see?  A 
House  fully  one-third  of  the  members  of  which 
are  not  here,  and  of  the  remainder  a  number 
of  gentlemen  employed  in  reading  and  writing, 
certain  others  engaged  in  a  subdued  but  agree- 
able conversation,  and  several  who  appear  so 
perfectly  satisfied  with  and  trustful  of  the 
Oovemment  that  they  have  abandoned  them- 
selves to  the  sweets  of  slumber.  However, 
although  the  speeches  seem  scarcely  to  have 
had  any  very  exciting  effect,  they  have,  at  any 
rate,  bieen  of  a  most  agreeable  and  gentle- 
manly charaoter.  So  in  what  I  shall  say  in 
reply  I  shall  try  to  refer  to  the  speeches  and 
not  to  the  speakers,  and  to  meet  their  fair 
arguments  with  as  fair  arguments  as  I  can 
bring  forward.  We  have  to  apologize  to  the 
other  side  for  not  having  followed  their  first 
speaker  with  a  Minister.  I  believe  that  it  is 
usual  in  the  public -works  debate  that  some 
leading  speaker  of  the  Oovemment  side  should 
reply  to  the  first  speaker  on  the  Opposition  side  ; 
bat  the  fact  is  that  we  hardly  know  where  we 
ore  when  dealing  with  the  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 
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tion.  We  look  at  that  beech  and  see  daily  two 
gentlemen  sitting  there.  But  wo  do  not  know 
whether  either  of  them  is  leader,  or  whether 
neither  of  them  is  leader,  or  whether  both  are 
leaders.  We  never  are  quite  able  to  under- 
stand whether,  like  the  Consuls  of  old  Borne, 
Q  „.  each  commands  on  alternate  days,  or 
whether  they  share  the  leadership,  and 
we  are  to  look  upon  that  bench  as  upon  the 
title  of  a  well-known  brilliant  novel  and  see 
before  us  a  pair  of  "Heavenly  Twins."  But, 
as  a  Government  in  the  habit  of  pursuing  a 
prudent  policy,  we  wish  to  be  on  the  safe  side, 
and  we  waited  until  both  those  honourable 
gentlemen  had  spoken.  Now  we  are  quite 
safe  in  lumping  them  into  one,  and  replying  to 
the  collective  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  myself 
am  obstinate  enough  to  insist  on  taking  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  as  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  I  shall  go  on  doing 
so  until  I  am  prevented.  He  did  not,  however, 
speak  first  to-night,  but  the  debate  was  opened 
by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Eden. 
I  presume  he  was  chosen  to  lead  in  this  debate 
on  the  principle  of  "  an  old  horse  for  a  hard 
road,"  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  he  seemed 
to  have  found  the  road  an  exceedingly  hard 
and  thankless  one  to  travel.  I  listened.  Sir, 
very  carefully  to  his  speech,  and,  upon  my 
word,  thinking  it  over,  I  cannot  find  one  argu- 
ment  which  I  think  would  call  for  reply.  The 
honourable  gentleman  complained,  of  course, 
of  our  reckless  and  extravagant  proposals,  and 
stated  that  we  were  exceedingly  lavish  in 
scattering  money  all  over  the  country  in  one 
way  or  another.  But  when  he  came  to  his  own 
district  we  were  not  spending  too  much  money 
there — we  were  not  spending  enough  ;  we  had 
treated  the  unfortunate  Helensville  Railway  in 
a  most  outrageous  manner.  Then,  my  honour- 
able friend  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  also  complained  of  our  extravagance ; 
but  at  the  same  time  be  complained  that 
we  had  not  been  liberal  enough  towards  the 
Otago  Central  Railway,  and  we  had  not  put 
down  enough  for  the  Kketahuna  line.  Again, 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  denounced  the  reckless,  plunging,  borrow- 
ing policy  of  the  Government ;  but  when  he 
came  to  his  own  district  we  heard  the  bitter 
cry  of  poor  Hawke's  Bay,  which  was  to  get 
nothing  at  all.  It  is  the  old  story — these 
honourable  gentlemen  preach  economy  for 
somewhere  else.  They  are  prepared  to  shed 
the  last  drop  of  their  brother's  blood,  but  when 
they  come  to  their  own  districts  they  never 
get  enough.  One  and  all  of  the  Opposition 
speakers  to-night  joined  in  complaining  of  the 
shameful  delay  of  the  Government  in  bring- 
ing down  the  public -works  policy.  "Never, 
never,"  said  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City,  "  had  a  Government  treated  the 
House  so  shamefully  in  the  matter  of  delaying 
the  public  -  works  policy."  "  Why,"  said  the 
honourable  gentleman,  "  were  not  the  Bills  of 
the  Government  ready  ?  "  We  had  nothing 
ready,  said  he.  We  kept  the  House  waiting 
week  after  week :  the  House  had  to  wait  three 
months  and  a  half  before  it  could  learn  what 
Mr.  Beeves 


the  pablio- works  policy  of  the  Govemmenir 
was.  But,  50  far  from  not  having  any  policy 
Bills  ready,  and  not  having  anything  for  th« 
House  to  do,  why,  there  never  was  a  Govern- 
ment that  came  down  with  such  a  shoal  of 
Bills  all  ready,  and  called  upon  the  House  t» 
plunge  into  such  a  sea  of  work  at  so  short 
a  notice.  The  great  complaint  then  was  not 
that  we  had  not  work  for  honourable  members 
to  do,  but  that  we  had  such  an  enormous- 
quantity  of  work  prepared  for  them  that  they 
got  no  peace  and  no  rest.  It  was  said  that 
we  were  giving  them  three  years'  work  to 
do  in  one  session.  What  are  the  facts  and 
figures?  In  the  first  fortnight  of  the  sessioa 
forty-four  Government  Bills  were  introduced, 
twenty-two  passed  their  second  reading,  nin» 
passed  into  law.  I  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  look  back  at  the  records  of  past 
sessions  and  say  what  session  they  can  find 
that  can  show  such  figures  as  that.  Yoa 
may  complain  that  we  are  asking  you  to  d» 
too  much,  or  that  we  have  brought  down  too- 
many  Bills,  or  that  we  are  trying  to  rush  the 
work  through,  and  that  we  are  prepared  to 
overwork  the  House  ;  but  you  cannot  com- 
plain that  our  measures  were  not  ready,  and 
that  no  work  was  placed  before  the  Houso 
when  the  session  began.  Our  polioy  Bills,  Sir, 
were  ready.  More  than  that,  the  earlier  part 
of  the  session  was  taken  up  by  a  necessary- 
reform  of  the  Standing  Orders.  Then  came  the 
invasion  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  trouble, 
which  brought  with  it  a  host  of  work  and  a 
certain  amount  of  unavoidable  delay.  Our 
labour  Bills  were  ready,  and  passed  at  once; 
our  Railways  Bill  was  ready  directly  the  House 
was  ready  to  discuss  it.  The  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill  was  ready,  and  was  put  through 
without  the  slightest  delay ;  and  our  financial 
policy  was  not  delayed.  Nor  were  we  respon- 
sible for  the  debates  on  that  policy  occupying 
long  weeks.  Quite  the  contrary.  Honourable 
gentlemen  exercised  their  liberty  in  debating 
our  financial  polioy,  and  certain  honourable 
gentlemen,  I  think,  stretched  that  liberty  into 
license.  But  it  was  not  our  fault  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  consumed  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  in  discussing  our  policy  Bills  ; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  very  men  whom 
we  heard  night  after  night,  and  hour  after  hour, 
and  day  after  day,  dragging  out  to  an  intermin- 
able length  the  discussion  of  our  policy  Billa 
are  the  very  men  who  get  up  and  denounce  ua 
because  that  delay  has  prevented  the  Publio 
Works  Statement  from  coming  down  until  ». 
late  period  of  the  session.  Then,  we  are  told 
that  we  ought  to  have  brought  down  the  Public 
Works  Statement  with  the  estimates  appended 
before  our  financial  Bills  passed  into  law.  GonlcL 
anything  be  more  ridiculous  or  humiliating 
than  for  a  Government  to  place  itself  in  such  a 
position  ?  What  would  be  the  result  if  we  were 
to  be  colled  upon  to  bring  down  the  estimates 
of  expenditure,  and  to  put  forward  arguments 
to  sustain  that  scheme,  before  we  knew  whether 
we  were  to  have  the  money  to  carry  that 
scheme  out?  It  simply  means  that  if  we  did 
not  get  the  money  we  should  hare  to  withdravr 
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the  Public  Works  Statement,  and  withdraw  all 
the  arguments  put  forward — to  withdraw  our 
scheme  and  policy,  to  withdraw  the  whole  of 
the  estimates  and  recast  them.  Sir,  it  is  a 
mere  matter  of  business  that  before  we  can  put 
forward  a  public-works  policy  we  must  know 
that  we  are  to  have  sufficient  money  provided 
to  enable  us  to  carry  it  out.  Last  week  the 
half-million  loan  Bill  passed  into  law.  Since 
then  one  measure  delayed  the  bringing-down  of 
this  Statement  for  a  few  days.  That  was  the 
Licensing  Bill,  and  I  can  hardly  sympathize 
with  certain  honourable  gentlemen  who  are 
blaming  us  now  for  wrongly  postponing  the 
Public  Works  Statement  for  four  days  in  order 
to  bring  down  the  Licensing  Bill.  I  say,  who- 
ever ought  to  reproach  us,  it  is  not  some  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  to-night 
criticized  our  policy.  I  think  I  need  not 
dwell  upon  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Wellington  Suburbs,  who,  having  had  his 
say,  has  betaken  himself  from  the  Chamber. 
The  honourable  member  was,  of  course,  most 
impressive  in  condemning  our  rash  borrowing 
policy ;  but,  when  one  remembers  what  his 
borrowini;  policy  was, — which  he  was  incau- 
tious enough  to  put  into  print  only  three 
months  ago, — I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's opinions  on  our  policy  can  be  taken 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  discount.  I 
think  an  honourable  gentleman  who  wanted 
to  borrow  two  millions  in  a  lump  to  be  spent 
on  railways  can  hardly  blame  us  for  a  pro- 
posal to  expend  £900,000,  the  greater  part  of 
that  to  be  spent  on  roads  and  in  land-purchase. 
However,  passing  from  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to  the  more  serious  criticism  of  the  even- 
ing, great  stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that  we 
were  asking  for  too  much  money  to  be  spent 
on  roods.  Very  well ;  let  me  endeavour  to  deal 
with  that.  First  of  all,  I  think  that  is  rather 
inconsistent  on  the  Opposition's  part.  You 
have  only  to  look  up  Hansard  to  see  that  only 
two  years  ago,  and,  in  fact,  less  than  that,  Uie 
cry  of  the  Opposition  and  their  then  leader, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Kolleston,  was  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  on  railways  ought  to  cease,  and 
that  the  money  ought  to  be  expended  on  roads 
for  settlement.  They  pointed  out  that  the  rail- 
ways of  the  colony  were,  on  the  whole,  rather 
ahead  of  settlement  than  behind  it,  and  they 
pointed  out  that,  as  we  lengthened  out  our 
railways,  inevitably  the  paying-power  would 
diminish,  and  the  returns  of  the  lines  de- 
crease. Therefore  they  said,  "  Stop  that  rail- 
way expenditure  for  the  present,  and  spend 
your  money  on  roads."  "  You  cannot  spend 
too  much  money  on  roads  "  was  the  cry  we 
heard  again  and  again.  "  The  roads  are  the 
arteries,  the  veins  which  carry  the  lifeblood  of 
the  country;  and  unless  you  make  roads  and 
bridges,  unless  you  open  up  the  waste  lands 
of  New  Zealand,  unless  you  put  people  on 
the  land  and  give  them  communication  to  it 
by  road,  yon  never  will  stimulate  the  pro- 
ductive powers  of  the  colony,  and  you  will 
never  enable  New  Zealand  to  carry  lightly  the 
burden  of  her  public  and  private  debt."  Sir, 
(hat  is  what  we  are  doing  at  the  present  time, 


'  because  what  we  heard  from  nearly  all  those 
honourable  gentlemen  then  was  true.  We  ask, 
is  it  not  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
settlement  of  New  Zealand  ?  That  is  the 
question  honourable  members  should  put  to 
themselves.  It  is  all  very  well  to  pick  holes  in 
this  policy.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  "  Here 
is  a  road  and  there  is  a  bridge  which  we  might 
possibly  have  done  without."  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  borrowing  means  interest,  and  that 
we  have  a  large  public  debt,  which  is  growing 
larger.  But  the  question  for  honourable  mem- 
bers to  ask  themselves  is,  whether  the  progress 
of  the  colony  shall  stop,  whether  the  work  of 
settlement  shall  cease,  whether  we  shall  en- 
able our  population  to  find  homes  for  them- 
selves on  the  soil,  or  whether  we  shall  drive 
our  young  people  out  of  the  colony  to  find 
homes  for  themselves  across  the  sea.  You 
cannot  carry  on  the  work  of  settlement  in  this 
country  without  money.  It  is  a  terrible  fact, 
and  a  hard  fact,  but  you  cannot  get  away  from 
it.  There  are  now  waste  lands  which  must  lie 
useless  until  they  are  opened  up,  surveyed,  and 
roaded,  and  until  people  are  placed  upon  them. 
Very  well:  can  you  do  that  without  money? 
I  say  you  cannot ;  and,  no  matter  what  finan- 
cial means  you  may  employ,  it  all  comes  down 
to  this:  that  yon  must  spend  money  on  this 
land,  and  in  order  to  spend  money  you  have 
got  to  raise  it.  We  take  the  responsibility  for 
that,  for  we  must  carry  on  the  work  of  settle- 
ment in  New  Zealand.  We  must  get  money 
for  that  purpose,  and  spend  it  prudently. 
That  is  our  policy ;  and,  so  far  from  that 
policy  being  inconsistent  with  anything  that 
we  said  at  the  general  election,  it  is  the  policy 
upon  which  we  went  to  the  country  and  the 
policy  upon  which  we  were  returned. 

Hon.  Meubebs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Will  honourable  members 
dare  to  say  that  we  were  not  carrying  on  the 
very  same  policy  during  the  last  Parliament  7 
I  say  that  we  were  buying  large  areas  of  land, 
that  we  were  rooding  and  bridging  them,  and 
that  we  were  raising  money  by  debentures,  and 
by  other  means,  in  order  to  carry  that  work  on; 
also,  that  we  were  adding  to  the  public  debt, 
and  that  we  never  denied  that  we  were  adding 
to  the  public  debt  for  those  purposes.  We 
could  not  buy  lands,  and  make  roads  and 
bridges  to  those  lands,  out  of  consolidated 
revenue.  Therefore  a  great  deal  of  that  money 
had  to  be  raised  by  means  of  debentures  and 
other  means,  which  must  add  to  the  debt. 
And,  Sir,  our  people,  instead  of  condemning  us 
for  that,  cried  "  Bravo  I "  and  instead  of  telling 
us  to  cease  that  policy  they  insisted  that  we 
should  go  on  as  we  had  been  doing  before.  Did 
they  condemn  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate,  or  the  reading  and  bridging  of  it  ?  Did 
they  condemn  the  purchase  of  the  Fomahaka, 
and  other  purchases  in  the  South  Island  ?  Did 
they  condemn  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  in  the  North 
Island,  or  the  sums  spent  in  reading  and  bridg- 
ing them?  Did  they  condemn  the  sums  rais^ 
under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act — raised 
under  that  very  scheme  condemned  now  in  toU> 
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by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  ?  That  was  the  policy  which  the 
people  of  the  colony  indorsed  at  the  last  general 
election.  If  you  do  not  raise  money  to  put 
people  on  the  land,  if  you  do  not  raise  money 
to  make  roads  and  bridges  and  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  settlement,  if  you  do  not  raise  it  by 
means  of  debentures,  how  are  you  going  to  get 
it  ?  One  of  the  plans  in  the  past  was  to  sell 
large  areas  of  land  for  cash,  and  to  sacrifice  it 
in  that  way  for  revenue.  Not  much  reading 
had  to  be  done  for  the  owners  of  large  areas. 
They  did  not  require  money  for  roads;  some 
of  them  were  satisfied  to  have  a  road  merely  to 
their  woolshed.  They  did  not  want  the  land 
out  up  into  small  blocks,  and  they  did  not  want 
to  see  people  there  at  all.  They  would  rather 
keep  tne  people  out  of  the  country  if  they 
could.  But  will  honourable  members  say  that 
that  was  a  satisfactory  system  ?  I  say.  Sir,  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  revolted  against  it, 
and  caused  us  to  sweep  it  away.  Instead  of 
that  sale  of  land  in  large  areas  for  cash,  which 
they  put  a  stop  to,  they  have  demanded  that 
land  shall  be  cut  up  into  small  areas  and 
opened  by  roads,  and,  as  we  cannot  now  get 
cash  by  the  sale  of  land,  we  have  to  raise 
money  by  other  means  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
land-settlement.  Now,  if  my  honourable  friend 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  were 
a  man  who,  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  was  ip  favour  of  selling  land  tor 
cash — parting  with  it  to  anybody  who  would 
buy,  and  thus  raising  revenue  for  roads  and 
bridges  —  I  should  say  his  criticisms  of  our 
policy  might  have  some  reason.  But  he  abso- 
lutely condemns  the  selling  of  land  for  cash ; 
he  is  willing  to  go  even  further  than  the  Go- 
vernment in  restricting  the  sale  of  land.  Very 
well ;  if  we  are  not  to  sell  land  for  cash,  and  if 
we  are  not  to  stop  the  public  works  of  the  coun- 
try, if  we  are  to  carry  on  the  Bketahuna-Wood- 
ville  line,  if  we  are  to  treat  the  Otago  Central 
fairly,  if  we  are  to  push  on  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line,  and  if  we  are  to  open  up 
areas  of  land  everywhere  by  roads  and  bridges, 
we  must  have  money.  If  we  are  not  to  sell 
land  for  cash,  so  as  to  get  money,  and  if  we  are 
not  to  borrow  money  either  in  London  or  in 
the  colony,  how,  in  Heaven's  name,  are  we 
to  get  the  money  at  all  ?  I  leave  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  his  friends  to  untie  that 
Gordian  knot  as  best  they  can.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  indulge  in  tlieoretical  condemnation  of 
the  practice  of  borrowing.  If  the  world  could 
get  on  without  borrowing  it  would  perhaps  be 
a  very  magnificenc  thing,  bat,  unfortunately, 
practical  politicians  who  are  discharging  the 
functions  of  government,  and  who  are  returned 
by  the  country  to  carry  on  the  work  of  settle- 
ment for  its  good,  are  obliged  to  borrow  money 
in  order  to  carry  on  this  work.  But  there  is 
a  plain  distinction  between  borrowing  money 
in  the  way  we  are  doing  and  the  old-fashioned 
public-works  policy.  I  shall  proceed  to  draw 
this  distinction,  and  show  what  it  is.  In 
the  first  place,  we  are  told  that  this  State- 
ment has  disclosed  enormous  and  extrava- 
gant expenditure  —  enormous  expenditure  by 
Mr.  Reeves 


comparison  with  that  of  Mr.  Ballance,  ui 
extravagant  by   comparison  with  that  of  tie 
late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.    We  are  particslulj 
told  that  it  compares  very  badly  indeed  with 
the  tapering-off  policy  of  the  Atkinson  Goven- 
ment,  of  which  the  leader  of  the  Oppoatioi 
was   a  member   for    a   time.     What  tie  the 
facts  ?    Our  public- works  expenditure  thisjeir 
is  £640,000 :  that  is,  the  appro{aiatioiu  an  ta 
that  amount.    What  the  expenditure  will  be, 
of  coarse,  you  will  see  next  year.    It  will  eci- 
tainly  not  be  more  than  the  appropriatioiu, 
and,  judging  from  the  experience  of  the  put, 
it  will  be  very  considerably  less.    So  that  ire 
must  not  compare  our  appropriations  with  ili» 
expenditure  of  the   Atkinson  Govemment  ii 
any  one  year;  we  must  compare  them  faiilf 
with  the  appropriations  of  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment.    So  also  with  those  of  the  Bd- 
lance   Government.      Now,    this   is   the  £iit    , 
year   of    a    new    Parliament,    when  we  u»    j 
sketching  out  a  policy  for   three  yean;  uri    ! 
if  honourable   memb^  will  look  at  the  »-    ' 
cords   of   previous  Parliaments  they  will  in    i 
that  the  thmount  of  appropriations  is  iln^    [ 
largest  in  the  first  year  of  a  new  PadiameBt,    : 
because  in  its  first  year  the  policy  of  that  Pl^   . 
liament  is  indicated.    Therefore  I  will  take  tbs 
first  year  of  the  Parliament  of  1S91-92.    What 
were  the  appropriations  then?    £714,000.  TUl 
year  they  are  £640,000;  so  that  instead  of  then  -j 
being   an  enormous  increase  there  is  a  mh- 
Btantial  decrease.    It  is  quite  true  that  thenil 
another  £300,000,  but  that  does  not  comeisii^ 
at  all  under  the  head  of  public-works  eipesdi- 
ture.     It  may  fairly  be  called  lands  eipesjh  j 
ture,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  selling  of  lands  fat    | 
cash  has  been  stopped,  and  therefore  we  cu   ; 
no  longer  raise  revenue  in  that  way— «i  tkt  : 
country  has,  with  its  eyes  open,  stoi^  tbit  I 
bad  old  system — we  are  obliged  to  raise  moMT  i 
to  carry  on  this  policy  of  the  opening-up  of  lua   i 
for  settlement.    And  we  are  therefore  nisiif  | 
the  sum  of  £300,000,  and  appropnatiog  it  ii 
this  year  to  buy  land  and  open  it  up.    Neei 
I  try  to  justify  the  policy  of  the  paitb&ee  of 
Native  lands  or  private  lands  ?    Were  hDno(i> 
able  members  prepared  to  resist  that?    If  thef 
had  said  that  buying  Native  lands  was  wicofe 
and  had  done  their  best  to  block  it,  I  show 
have  said  they  were  consistent.    But  the;  Si 
not.      The  North  Island  Opposition  membeS 
did  not  dare  to  say  that  the  policy  of  pnnhia- 
ing  and  opening  up  Native  lands  was  wioog. 
On  the   contrary,  the  only  fanlt  focsd  hr  a 
number  of  them  wu  that  we  did  not  spcoi 
enough   in   this  way,   and    they  would  ha« 
liked   us    to    spend   more.     And  the  Oppoa- 
tion   members   from    the  South  Island— dii 
they  dare  to  oppose  the  policy  of  the  ^ep^l^ 
chase  and  opening-np  of  private  lands?    (M 
the  contrary,  they  said  it  was  a  good  thiafr 
although  they  said  that  that  terrible  fellow  tto 
Minister  of  Lands  must  be  carefully  witciti 
to    see  that    he  did    not  purchase  uj  mort 
Pomahaka  Blocks.     But  as  for  the  theoiy  of  A* 
thing,  they  said  they  were  the  real  persons  <k» 
originated  it ;  that  their  old  leader,  the  menbK 
for  Halswell,  believed  in  that  sort  ot  thing;  tM 
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we  were  thieves  and  robbers  who  had  stolen 
their  bathing-clothes  and  used  them  to  attire 
oonelves.  Very  well ;  if  they  agree  trith  our 
principles,  and  if  the  getting  of  money  to  carry 
these  principles  into  practice  is  absolutely 
neceesaTT,  on  what  grounds  do  these  honourable 
gentlemen  accuse  us  of  wasteful  extravagance  ? 
Who  ever  heard  of  such  illogical  inconsistency? 
If  the  hononrable  member  for  Inangahua  stood 
up  and  condemned  this  policy  to-night  I  should 
lay  he  had  a  right  to  do  so,  because  from  the 
first  he  has  set  his  face  against  the  buying  of 
lands  for  cash. 

Hr.  O'BEOAN.— And  I  shall  do  so  again. 

Mr.  BEEVES.  — I  say,  let  the  honourable 
gentleman  do  so.  He  has  a  right  to  do  so, 
Eeeanse  he  has  consistently  done  it.  But  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  do  nothing  of  the 
kmd  have  no  right  to  condemn  our  policy  as  one 
of  borrowing  and  extravagance,  and  to  taunt  us 
•ith  being  improvident  and  with  dragging  the 
eolony  into  the  gulf  of  bankruptcy.  Now  let  us 
diacnss  the  question  of  roads  versus  railways, 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  tells  us 
ttiat  railways  pay  and  that  roads  do  not.  Well, 
ol  course,  there  are  two  ways  of  paying :  there 
iithe  paying  of  direct  interest,  and  there  are  the 
iodirect  returns  to  the  country.  We  have  to 
look  at  both,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that,  for 
file  present  at  any  rate,  the  making  of  roads  to 
open  op  Crown  and  Native  lands  is  more  likely 
to  pay  in  the  truest  sense  than  the  spending 
of  double  the  amount  in  pushing  on  railways 
nito  the  wilderness,  because,  if  you  push  on 
ailways  ahead  of  settlement,  they  will  not 
fay.  There  is  nothing  clearer  than  that.  You 
ean  easily  push  on  railways  until  they  get  to  a 
aon-paying  point,  whereas  you  cannot  waste 
the  money  you  spend  in  opening  up  Crown  and 
Native  lands  for  settlement.  In  fact,  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  fairly  admitted 
this;  he  fairly  admitted  that  the  opening-up 
of  good  lands  was  a  legitimate  thing;  but  he 
Ventured  to  say  that  only  a  small  portion  of 
ttie  £367,000  we  are  spending  on  roads  was  to 
le  laid  out  in  bona  fide  development  and  im- 
poremeut  of  lands  for  settlement.  Those 
vere  his  words — that  only  a  small  portion  of 
ttis  money  was  to  be  laid  out  in  the  improve- 
■ent  of  our  estate.  Now,  I  will  follow  him 
figure  by  figure.  £367,000:  Will  honourable 
(eotlemen  believe  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  £60,000  for  main  and  miscellaneous 
nads — which  is  not  borrowed  at  all,  but  which 
eomes  out  of  consolidated  revenue — and  with 
the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  £47,000  for 
nidfields,  the  whole  of  the  money  goes  in  the 
KTelopment  of  our  estate  7  £20,000  is  for  roads 
in  the  North  Island  Trunk  area  to  open  up  our 
•tate  there ;  £150,000  for  opening  up,  survey- 
ing, reading,  and  bridging  Crown  lands ;  £50,000 
aider  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  every  item 
Oi  vbich  is  ear-marked  for  a  specific  blook  of 
land ;  £40,000  to  road  and  open  up  Native  lands. 
8o  that  out  of  the  whole  £867,000  there  are  only 
too  sums— of  £60,000,  and  part  of  £47,000,  for 
sain  and   miscellaneous  roads  and  roads  on 

gldfields — which  are  not  directly  expended  in 
ipcoving  and  opening  the  public  estate.    And 


let  me  remind  honourable  gentlemen  that  this 
£60,000  is  not  borrowed,  but  comes  out  of  con- 
solidated revenue.  I  have  not  time,  unfortu- 
nately, to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman 
figure  by  figure,  but  I  think,  in  taking  this 
one  charge,  which  was  the  greatest  and  most 
weighty  hurled  against  us,  and  in  demonstrat- 
ing to  the  House  that  it  was  so  monstrously 
incorrect  that  one  wonders  how  honourable 
gentlemen  of  ezperienoe  —  because  it  was  not 
one,  but  several  that  made  it  —  could  stand 
up  and  deliberately  make  it, — I  gay  I  think  I 
have  shown  what  value  the  House  can  attach 
to  the  arguments  of  the  Opposition  generally 
to-night.  To  sum  up  my  argument,  I  say  the 
development  of  the  country,  the  opening-up  of 
its  estate,  the  placing  of  people  on  the  soil  and 
establishing  and  increasing  of  its  producing- 
power,  the  developing  of  its  power  of  bearing 
the  burden  of  taxation,  is  the  great  work  of 
colonisation,  which  no  Government  dare  allow 
to  stand  still.  We  were  returned  to  carry  on 
that  work.  We  have  no  other  means  as  busi- 
ness men  of  carrying  it  on  except  the  means  we 
have  adopted.  I  feel  confident  that  time  will 
show  that  the  money  is  not  being  wasted,  but 
will  lead  to  direct  return  in  rent,  and  to  in- 
direct returns  more  valuable  still.  I  believe 
the  people  expected  us  to  carry  out  this  policy, 
and  that  the  people,  when  we  have  carried  it 
out,  will  indorse  it  in  the  most  emphatic  way 
during  the  currency  of  this  Parliament  and  at 
the  next  general  elections. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  my  honourable 
friend  the  Minister  of  Education  commenced 
his  speech  with  his  usual  modesty  by  admitting 
that  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  follow  one 
gentleman  on  the  front  bench  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, but  that  he  had  to  wait  for  two  before 
he  found  material  enough  to  justify  his  reply- 
ing to  the  criticisms  on  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  He  followed  that  remark  by  pro- 
ceeding to  justify,  as  I  understood,  the  course 
of  business  during  the  present  session,  with 
the  view  of  explaining  why  it  was  that  the 
Public  Works  Statement  had  been  delayed  so 
long  this  session,  and  why  it  was  now  being 
pushed  through.  If  the  argument  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  right,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
wait  for  the  policy  Bills  to  be  affirmed  before 
coming  down  with  the  proposals  as  to  public 
works,  then  I  reply  that  the  same  reason  exists 
for  not  bringing  down  any  Statement  at  all, 
because  none  of  the  policy  Bills  has  yet  be- 
come law.  The  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  and 
the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands 
Purchase  Bill  are  measures  yet  unfinished. 
They  are  all  stuck  up,  if  I  may  use  the  term, 
in  another  place.  We  may  anticipate  that 
they  will  probably  pass  into  law  in  some  shape, 
so  as  to  admit  of  moneys  being  raised  under 
them  during  the  present  financial  year;  but 
this  might  have  been  said  a  month  ago  just  as 
well  as  to-night,  and  this  long-delayed  State- 
ment might,  for  all  that  appears  to  the  con- 
trary, have  been  down  in  time  to  have  been 
properly  discussed  and  considered.  It  is  mere 
nonsense  to  suggest  that  any  due  consideration 
can  be   given,  or   any   proper   criticism   ad- 
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dressed,  to  a  Public  Works  Statement  brought 
down  with  voluminous  estimates  and  laid  on 
the  table  one  evening,  to  be  put  through  on  the 
succeeding  night.  That  is,  as  some  one  said,  a 
mere  burlesque  of  legislation.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  the  Minister  of  Education,  refer- 
ring to  the  conduct  of  business  during  the 
session,  attempted  to  justify  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
Uousie  by  pointing  to  the  number  of  measures 
the  Government  nad  ready  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  these 
measures  should  have  taken  up  our  time.  He 
indicated  that  forty  had  been  introduced,  of 
which  nine  bad  passed. 

Mr.  KEEVES.— In  the  first  fortnight. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  know  that 
more  than  nine  are  passed  yet.  Certainly  some 
of  the  measures  introduced  at  one  time  or 
another  during  this  session  were  of  a  character 
such  as  should  not  have  been  introduced  at  all. 
I  am  going  to  remind  my  honourable  friend 
that  he  forgot  to  refer  to  two  or  three  Bills 
which  have  certainly  been  brought  down,  but 
the  future  progress  of  which  is  a  little  in  doubt. 
I  would  remind  him  of  the  Hawkers  and  Ped- 
lars Bill,  the  Masters  and  Apprentices  Bill — in 
two  cditions^the  Undesirable  Immigrants  Bill, 
and  the  Smashing  of  Contracts  Bill.  All  these 
were  introduced  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself,  the  last  only  a  few  hours  ago.  These 
are  such  as  I  think  most  people  will  probably 
consider  would  have  been  better  left  undrawn, 
and  such  as  should  not  have  occupied  the  time 

.Q  f.  of  Parliament.  The  honourable  gentle- 
'  man,  as  his  wont  is,  has  various  intro- 
ductions to  his  statements.  A  favourite  one  is 
such  a  phrase  as  this:  "There  never  was  such 
a  Government"  for  such-and-such  a  thing. 
The  phrase  is  a  very  useful  one,  but  may  aptly 
be  applied  in  a  direction  quite  opposite  to  that 
in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is  in  the 
habit  of  using  it.  There  never  was  such  a 
Government,  I  submit,  for  mismanaging  the 
finances  of  the  country,  for  occupying  uselessly 
and  grievously  the  time  of  Parliament,  for 
misusing  the  energies  of  its  members,  and  for 
deluding  the  country.  The  last  description,  I 
think,  is  the  truest  and  saddest  of  all.  The 
deception  that  has  been  practised  on  the 
people  of  the  colony  is  not  likely  to  be  for- 
gotten. My  honourable  friend  asseverated  over 
and  over  again  that  the  policy  introduced  this 
session  was  the  policy  they  submitted  to  the 
country  and  upon  which  they  wore  returned. 
Will  any  one  inside  the  House  venture  to  make 
such  a  statement  in  the  presence  of  a  public 
meeting?  He  dare  not  do  so.  What  my 
honourable  friend  has  said  to-night  is  certainly 
candid  enough.  It  is  a  complete  surrender 
of  all  he  and  his  colleagues  contended  for  last 
year  and  this  year  up  to  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment. We  have  now  the  admission  that  they 
have  been  borrowing  all  the  time,  and  that 
they  are  borrowing  now.  That  is  the  very  fact 
that  they  have  never  admitted  before.  I  have 
just  looked  up  one  observation  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  when  he  was 
Mr.  Q.  Hutchison 


speaking  at  Oamaru  shortly  before  the  session, 
when  he  sought  to  justify  the  conversion  opera- 
tions, which  it  is  quite  clear  were  a  new  species 
of  borrowing.  He  did  not  seek  to  justify  the 
conversion  operations  as  being  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  loan-money  for  carrying 
on  public  works.  Oh,  not  That  was  entirely 
out  of  the  question.  The  conversion  opera- 
tions, he  said,  were  undertaken  with  the  object 
of  reducing  the  amount  of  interest  which  the 
colony  should  pay  1  That  is  very  pretty  in- 
deed :  as  if  it  were  the  object  and  the  aim  o{ 
the  various  conversion  operations  to  reduce 
interest,  instead  of  collaring  the  principal. 
We  have  had  one  conversion  just  lately — on 
the  Ist  of  July — of  a  loan  which  then  fell  due. 
The  sinking  funds  accumulated  for  its  payment 
have  been  absorbed  for  the  works  mentioned  in 
the  present  Public  Works  Statement.  The 
loan  will  be  found  in  the  table  of  the  public 
debt  annexed  to  the  Budget.  That  is  a  very 
handy  reference — in  fact,  an  index  to  the  opera- 
tions going  on  in  connection  with  the  conver- 
sion operations.  Honourable  members  will  see 
the  amount  on  the  top  of  page  18  of  the 
Budget.  In  the  first  line  of  that  table  it  will 
be  seen  that  £50,000  under  the  New  Zealand 
Loan  Act  of  1856  matured  on  the  1st  of  July 
of  this  year;  that  the  sinking  funds  which  had 
accrued  were  £55,000 — an  amount  in  excess  of 
the  loan  itself.  The  accumulated  sinking  funds 
had,  indeed,  been  in  excess  of  the  actual  loan 
for  some  time,  so  that  interest  had  not  for  some 
time  back  been  payable  at  all.  When  that  loan 
became  due  on  the  Ist  of  July  last  the  Trea- 
surer issued  some  Inscribed  Stock — how  much 
we  are  not  yet  £>ld.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  tell  the  House  in  his  reply  how 
much  it  cost  him  to  take  up  these  bonds  for 
£50,000.  He  has  issued  sufficient  Inscribed 
Stock  to  raise  the  money  on  the  market  to  pay 
the  bonds  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  he  then 
collared  the  sinking  funds.  The  net  amount 
obtained  in  this  way  for  public  works  this  year 
appears  to  have  been  exactly  £54,681.  While 
on  this  subject  of  the  Public  Works  Statement 
to-night,  I  would  point  out  the  hurry — the  in- 
decent haste,  if  I  may  say  so — which  is  evi- 
denced by  the  estimates  that  accompany  the 
Statement  itself.  These  estimates.  Sir,  are  in- 
correct in  various  figures.  Possibly  they  will 
be  corrected  in  due  course.  I  sent  for  a  copy 
not  very  long  ago  to  see  if  there  had  been  a 
second  edition  published,  with  the  corrections, 
for  it  happened  on  one  occasion  before  that 
corrections  had  been  made  and  nothing  said 
about  them.  I  would  point  out  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  to  the  Premier  in  his  capacity  of 
Minister  for  Public  Works  if  he  cares  to  notice 
such  things,  that  there  are  three  errors  on  page 
8,  and  the  same  on  page  14,  and  three  more  on 
page  22.  The  sums  are,  I  believe,  correctly 
given  in  the  summary  on  the  3rd  page ;  but 
where  the  summaries  of  the  various  classes  are 
given  on  the  pages  I  have  mentioned,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  figures  in  the  first,  third,  and 
fourth  columns  are  erroneous.  That  may  be  a 
trivial  matter,  but  it  shows  how  carelessly — 
almost  inevitably  so — these  things  are  done 
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under  the  stress  and  strain  that  has  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  conduct  o{  public 
business  this  session.  With  reference  to  this 
Public  Works  Statement,  for  my  part  I  do  not 
object  to  the  objects  for  which  tlie  greater  part 
of  the  money  is  to  be  applied.  The  objects  are 
meritorious — the  opening-up  and  settlement  of 
the  land  are  objects  very  few  will  hesitate  to 
support ;  but  the  methods  for  raising  the  money 
are  certainly  open  to  considerable  question, 
and  the  mode  of  expending  it  is  open  to  more 
than  mere  censure.  For  my  part,  speaking  for 
the  district  which  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, I  see  no  reason  to  cavil  at  the  amounts 
proposed  for  roads  and  bridges ;  but  that  is  a 
settlement  district  in  which  every  penny  that 
may  be  spent  will  be  spent  with  advantage. 
Other  districts,  however,  farther  up  the  coast, 
are  not  so  well  treated,  and  1  can  only  compare 
the  meagre  encouragement  that  the  work  of 
settlement  of  the  land  on  the  west  coast  of  this 
Island  receives  with  the  profligate  expenditure 
proposed  for  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  goldiields. 
These  are  under  the  control  of  the  Minister 
of  Mines.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Premier 
dominates  the  Department  of  Mines  as  he 
dominates  every  other  department. 

Mr.  REEVES. — Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber say  the  Minister  of  Mines  is  a  profligate  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  speaking  of  the 
profligate  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  and  observing 
that  the  Minister  of  Mines  was  probably  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Premier,  who  previously 
held  that  portfolio,  as  other  departments  arc 
under  his  dominion ;  and  that  he  proposes  by 
these  estimates  for  his  own  district  an  expendi- 
ture of  something  over  £40,000.  I  think  that 
contrasts  very  badly  with  the  neglect  which  has 
been  visited  upon  the  settlement  districts  of 
the  North  Island.  I  would  point  out,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposed  public-works  expendi- 
ture, the  curious  fact  that  on  the  31st  March, 
aft«r  allowing  for  liabilities,  there  was  exactly 
£99,327  in  the  Public  Works  chest;  and  that,  at 
the  rate  the  expenditure  has  been  going  on,  the 
whole  must  have  been  exhausted  by  the  1st  July 
last.  Since  then  we  must  suppose  that  the  needs 
of  the  country  in  the  matter  of  public  works 
have  been  met  by  some  species  of  financing, 
such  as  was  indicated  by  the  provisions  in  the 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands  Ac- 
quisition Bill,  which,  by  one  of  its  clauses,  it 
will  be  remembered,  provided  that  unspecified 
expenditure  during  the  period  from  the  1st 
April  onwards  should  be  retrospectively  ratified. 
That  indicates  a  very  curious  and  exceptional 
conduct  of  public  business  ;  but  probably,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  necessary.  However, 
my  point  is  this :  On  the  1st  July,  by  all  ac- 
counts, there  was  not  any  money  left  in  the 
Public  Works  chest;  but,  nevertheless,  public 
works  have  been  going  on.  Tho  sources  from 
which  moneys  have  probably  been  drawn  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  these  works  going  on 
during  the  period  since  the  1st  July,  and  pre- 
sumably for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 
year,  are  unknown.    They  have  probably  been 


drawn  against  the  sinking  funds  which  have  re- 
cently been  collared,  £54,681 ;  and  the  amount 
to  be  transferred  from  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
£250,000.  Two  sums  of  £150,000  each,  to  be 
raised  for  lands-improvement  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  —  making  altogether 
£300,000 — were  for  the  most  part  yet  to  be 
raised.  These  sums,  aggregating  £004,681, 
represented  the  moneys  coming  in  this  year 
for  public  works.  If  we  include  the  balance 
which  was  in  the  chest  on  the  31st  March — 
namely,  £342,935,  subject  to  a  liability  of 
£243,608 — we  have  the  whole  amount  which 
is  the  subjAit  of  appropriation  for  this  year, 
namely,  £940,103,  or  close  upon  a  million  of 
money.  I  have  already  dealt  with  the  sinking 
funds,  £54,681,  and  will  now  come  for  a  minute 
to  dwell  upon  the  £250,000  to  be  taken  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  during  the  present 
year  for  the  purpose  of  public  works.  I  have 
before  taken  exception  to  the  transference 
of  such  a  sum  for  such  purposes.  I  say  it  is 
not  dealing  fairly  with  the  people  of  the  colony 
to  take  from  the  taxation  of  the  people  a 
quarter  of  a  million  annually  for  the  purpose 
of  making  railways :  for  this  is  what  i  t  comes  to. 
It  is  particularly  wrong  to  do  this  in  the  face 
of  a  falling  revenue,  with  the  almost  certain 
prospect  of  increased  taxation  being  neces- 
sary to  make  good  the  void  being  thus  created 
in  our  ordinary  revenue  account.  I  hope  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  wiU 
not  take  umbrage  if  I  point  out  that  his  esti- 
mate is  not  being  realised  with  respect  to  the 
revenue  of  the  current  year.  It  is  well  the 
colony  should  know  exactly  how  it  stands. 
There  is  no  advantage,  surely,  in  suppressing 
facts.  Over  on  the  other  side — in  New  South 
Wales— the  practice  now  is  to  publish  a  weekly 
statement  of  revenue,  and  not  only  a  weekly 
statement,  but  a  statement  for  the  year  up  to 
and  inclusive  of  tho  week  so  separately  dealt 
with  is  made  the  subject  of  such  returns.  And 
such  information  is  given  although  the  returns 
show,  as  does  this  one  I  have  in  my  hand  for 
the  period  ending  with  the  loth  September,  a 
decrease  for  the  year  up  to  that  date,  of  a  con- 
siderable amount. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  is  the  amount? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- The  decrease  accord- 
ing to  this  revenue  return  for  the  year  to  the 
15th  September  is  £81,551.  Tho  same  return 
shows  that  for  the  week  ended  the  15th  Sep- 
tember there  was  a  net  increase,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  week  in  the  previous 
year,  of  £11,107.  If  my  honourable  friend  would 
be  a  little  more  open  in  the  matter  of  returns 
ho  would  not  suffer,  nor  would  the  Government 
in  the  long.run  or  the  colony  suffer,  by  giving 
the  fullest  information.  The  feusts  as  to  our 
revenue,  so  far  as  they  are  disclosed  by  the 
information  we  have  received,  show  this:  that 
the  Customs  revenue  for  the  June  quarter  was 
less  than  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the 
previous  year  by  £25,463,  and  that  for  the  Sep- 
tember quarter  the  Customs  revenue  was  less 
than  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  pre- 
vious year  by  £10,799 ;  makmg  a  total  deficiency 
of  £36,232  for  the  six  months  ended  the  SOth 
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September,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
iog  period  of  the  previous  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  less  than  the  estimate. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yea ;  it  is  less  than 
the  estimate  in  this  yia.y  :  The  estimate  of  Cus- 
toms revenue  for  the  whole  year  is  lets  than  that 
of  the  previous  year  by  £55,500,  and,  as  half 
of  the  cnrrent  financial  year  has  gone,  £86,232 
indicates  a  decrease  over  the  whole  period. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  worse  half  of  the  year. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  hope  so;  but  it 
would  be  a  little  more  comforting  if  I  thought 
that  not  more  than  half  of  the  estimate  was  the 
limit  of  the  decrease ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  are  already  £8,482  below  the  ratio  for  the 
six  months.  The  estimated  decrease  in  the 
railway  revenue  was  £5,S48  ;  but  already  In  the 
June  quarter  there  had  been  a  fall  of  over 
£16,000  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1893.  The  two  four-weekly  returns 
published  since  June  showed  a  further  decline 
of  over  £30,000  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding periods  twelve  months  before.  It  is 
important,  also,  to  note  that  with  a  falling 
revenue  there  was  an  increasing  expenditure 
in  the  Railway  Department,  amounting,  during 
the  eight  weeks  up  to  the  18th  August,  to  over 
i^,000  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  These  are  matters  which  no 
one  should  or  can  take  any  pleasure  in;  but 
they  are  matters  for  the  public  to  know,  and  to 
weigh,  and  for  the  members  of  this  House  to 
bear  in  mind  in  view  of  the  proposals  which 
are  before  them,  which  are  undoubtedly  in  the 
direction  of  very  considerably  increasing  the 
indebtedness,  and  consequently  increasing  the 
annual  charge  for  interest.  There  is  only  one 
other  subject  which  I  would  particnlarly  refer 
to  in  connection  with  this  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  that  is  the  subject  of  the  co-opera- 
tive system.  This  was  a  system  which,  in  its 
inception,  was  undoubtedly  good.  It  was  one 
which  intended  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  settle- 
ment. It  was  one  by  which  the  hand  of  assist- 
ance was  to  be  extended  to  those  who  were 
old  and  decrepit,  or  unfitted  in  other  respects 
to  compete  with  the  stronger  members  of  the 
community.  That  the  system  has  not  been 
applied  to  or  has  failed  in  such  cases  is  quite 
evident.  The  system  was  not  allowed  to  go 
band  in  hand  with  settlement,  and  experience 
of  the  past  has  shown  what  any  one  might  have 
predicted  who  thought  over  the  matter — that 
competition  cannot  be  prevented  from  exer- 
cising sway.  The  system  has  not  carried  out 
the  expectation  tbat  the  old  and  decrepit 
would  have  their  share  in  the  work  that  was 
going  on.  I  should  like,  on  this  subject,  to 
read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  one  of  the 
Boad  Surveyors,  which  appears  in  the  Crown 
Lands  Beport  for  the  year.  It  is  the  Road  Sur- 
veyor for  Auckland  who  says  this : — 

"There  is  a  process  of  'natural  selection' 
going  on,  by  which  those  who,  owing  to  inex- 
perience, physical  weakness,  or  lack  of  energy, 
leave  the  work,  and  their  places  are  taken  by 
the  more  robust,  experienced,  and  energetic.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  now  a  single  second-class 
man  on  this  work,  after  the  process  has  been 
Mr.  O  Buichiton 


going  on  for  nine  months,  and  many  good  men 
have  left  for  more  work." 

And  that  must  be  the  experience  everywhere. 
We  also  find  testimony  on  the  other  point  as  to 
the  system  not  being  applied,  as  first  intended, 
in  giving  employment  to  settlers  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  getting  work  about  their  own 
homes.  Instead  of  assisting  them,  it  has  in- 
creased competition.  On  that  subject  the  Wel- 
lington Koad  Surveyor  says  : — 

"  As  recommended  in  my  report  last  year,  I 
think  that  in  a  district  like  this,  where  th« 
majority  of  the  settlers  depend  on  getting  em- 
ployment BO  as  to  obtain  the  necessary  means 
of  doing  the  improvements  on  their  holdings, 
and  many  of  whom  are  tenants  of  the  Crown. 
employment  on  the  co-operative  works  shoald 
be  given  to  them  as  much  as  possible  rather 
than  to  people  outside  the  district." 

The  experience  of  resident  labourers  in  the 
North  Island  has  been  that  unemployed  have 
been  sent  from  other  parts,  chiefly  from  the 
South,  to  compete,  and,  in  many  cases,  to  oom- 
pete  on  terms  made  more  favourable  by  the 
State,  against  the  resident  labourers.  There  is 
another  matter  connected  with  this  co-opera- 
tive system  which  I  should  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Minister  in  charge,  now  that  he  seems  in- 
clined to  have  the  matter  made  as  widely  known 
as  possible.  He  indicates  in  his  Statement  that 
a  treatise  is  being  prepared  on  this  subject  for 
insertion  in  the  Official  Year-book  of  next  year, 
which  is  intended  to  be  circulated  in  America 
and  Great  Britain,  The  point  is  this  :  that  the 
indications  given  by  the  returns  to  Parliament 
last  session,  and  quoted  by  Ministers  during 
the  recess  —  amongst  others,  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  atOamaru — give  no  trae  index  what- 
ever as  to  the  rate  of  payment  per  day  re- 
ceived by  these  men.  The  system  is  not  based 
on  day-work  but  piece-work.  The  instructions 
under  which  the  work  is  carried  on — and  these 
instructions,  according  to  an  answer  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  gave  early  this  session,  are  still  in 
force — make  it  clear  that  the  system  is  one  of 
smsbll  contracts.  In  an  official  paper  on  the 
subject  it  is  admitted  that— 

"  For  some  of  the  data — as,  for  example,  the 
number  of  hours  and  days  worked  each  man 
—  the  Government  overseers  have  to  depend 
mainly  upon  information  furnished  by  the 
head  men  of  the  parties,  which  tbey  (the  over- 
seers) check  as  best  they  can." 

A  number  of  these  co-operative  workmen 
were  located  in  the  Patea  district  about  the 
time  of  the  general  election.  The  returns  made 
for  that  work,  as  to  the  amounts  earned  per 
diem,  were  entirely  fallacious.  The  men  made 
up  their  own  returns,  and,  of  course,  they  indi- 
cated that  they  did  not  make  a  very  large  anxa. 
per  diem,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  more  than  the 
ordinary  rate  earned  in  the  district ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  earned  a  great  deal  more. 
They  represented  that  they  worked  long  hours, 
and  not  only  from  daylight  to  dark,  but  from 
dark  to  daylight ;  and  in  one  instance,  which  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  investigating,  the  amount 
of  work  alleged  to  have  been  done  by  moon- 
light meant  that  the  moon  there  shone  through- 
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out  the  whole  fotuc  weeks  of  one  month.  With 
xeierenoe  to  this  co-opetative  system,  I  trust 
that  it  may  be  broagbt  to  be  more  in  con- 
formity with  the  objects  which  were  set  out  in 
the  first  instance  —  namely,  that  it  should  go 
hand  in  hand  with  settlement,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  made  the  medium  of  politioal  in- 
fluence. That  it  has  so  been  used,  I  think  ex- 
?erienoe  in  the  past  would  show.  For  my  part, 
know  that  the  number  of  these  "  unem- 
ployed "  sent,  about  the  time  of  the  general 
election,  to  the  district  which  I  had  to  canvass 
was  something  phenomenal.  There  were  some 
five  hundred  or  six  hundred  in  that  little  dis- 
trict ;  and,  although  I  believe  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  quite  unaware  of  the  fact,  about  two 
hundred  of  them  were  brought  down  on  polling- 
day  to  bo  paid  at  a  township  where  there  was  a 
polling-booth — a  proceeding  that  had  never 
occurred  before  or  since.  And  with  respect  to 
another  batch,  a  polling-booth  was  appointed 
at  their  camp.  I  trust  that  the  experience  of 
the  past  will  teach  Ministers  to  avoid  such 
errors  in  the  future.  The  system  itself,  as  a 
matter  of  theory,  is  good ;  and  I  hope,  as  a 
matter  of  practice,  it  will  be  administered 
better  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  speech  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made  is  a  very  fair  criticism 
of  the  Public  Works  Statement.  There  are 
some  points  in  his  remarks  which  I  should  like 
to  refer  to.  In  the  first  place,  the  honourable 
gentleman  criticized  the  observations  of  the 
Minister  of  Labour  with  reference  to  the 
legislation  that  has  been  passed  this  session ; 
but  he  scarcely  placed  the  position  fairly.  The 
honourable  member  facetiously  commented 
upon  several  Bills  which  have  been  proposed 
during  this  session,  and  which  have  not  been 
passed.  I  wish  to  say  that  if  he  looks  at  the 
record  of  what  has  taken  place  he  will  find 
that  this  session  compares  more  than  favour- 
ably with  any  record  of  the  previous  Parlia- 
ment. The  number  of  Bills  which  have  re- 
ceived the  Koyal  assent  up  to  date  this  session 
is  sixty-five,  and  they  do  not  include  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Bill,  the  Consols  Bill,  the 
Factories  Bill,  nor  the  Shop-hours  Bill,  nor 
those  other  Bills  to  which  the  honourable 
member  alluded.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  be  proud  of  that,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  honourable  members 
opposite  have  done  their  best  this  session  to  pre- 
vent any  legislation  from  being  passed  at  all. 

Hon.  Mkmbebs.— Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  WARD. — The  hononrable  member,  I 
think,  has  opposed  every  reasonable  suggestion 
which  has  emanated  from  the  Treasury  benches 
this  session.  There  appears  to  have  boen  a 
deep-laid  scheme  amongst  some  honourable 
members,  my  honourable  friend  amongst  the 
number,  to  see  that  the  Government  did  not 
have  anything  like  the  ordinary  record  at  the 
end  of  the  session.  I  believe  that  has  been  let 
out  by  accident  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  At  any  rate,  there  has  been  an  im- 
pression that  efforts  have  been  made  to  pre- 
vent legitimate  legislation  from  being  passed 
this  session. 

Mr.  BEiLL. — By  your  side — the  hononrable 


member  for  Famell  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  BuUer. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  think  the  opposition  has 
come  chiefly  from  the  other  side.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  honourable  members  on  this  side 
at  last  are  not  able  to  restrain  themselves,  in 
view  of  the  continued  and  persistent  way  in 
which  the  Opposition  have  attacked  the  Qo- 
verument  benches.  I  think  it  is  a  proper 
thing  for  members  on  our  side  of  the  House  to 
resent,  and  resent  in  very  strong  terms,  the 
way  in  which  the  Opposition  have  acted  in  this. 
matter.  The  honourable  member  states  that 
the  Government  has  mismanaged  affairs,  and) 
he  says  that  we  are  deluding  the  people,  and 
that  deception  has  been  practised.  If  this  is- 
so,  let  me  ask  honourable  members,  in  what 
part  of  the  country  has  there  been  any  evidence- 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  show  that  they- 
think  the  Government  has  mismanaged  the 
affairs  of  the  colony  ?  What  did  the  general 
election  show?  A  larger  majority  were  re- 
turned to  support  the  Government  than  has 
been  returned  to  support  any  Government  in 
this  colony  in  the  past.  There  has  been  no- 
Government  in  office  in  this  country  whose 
actions  and  speeches  have  been  given  greater 
publicity,  and  who  have  been  more  misrepre- 
sented throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  country  than  the  present  Government.  It 
is  well  known  by  honourable  members  on  both 
sides  that  there  has  never  been  a  Government 
more  misrepresented  in  the  Press  of  the  colony 
than  the  present  Government.  But,  notwith- 
standing that,  the  people  believe  the  Govern- 
ment are  doing  what  they  believe  to  be  best 
in  the  interests  of  the  country.  We  may 
make  mistakes,  but  the  people  know  we  are  in 
esbmest,  and  are  trying  to  do  the  best  we  can 
for  the  good  of  the  country.  The  honourable 
member  says  that  the  Minister  of  Education, 
in  his  remarks,  made  a  complete  surrender  of 
all  that  was  said  by  the  Government  last  year. 
The  honourable  member  referred  to  the  ques- 
tion of  borrowing  and  non-borrowing,  aud  to 
conversions  and  non-conversions.  The  key- 
note was  given  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Eden — it  was  that  of  sly  borrowing.  People 
are  getting  tired  of  such  statements.  Let  ma 
point  out  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  fail  the  other  evening  to  vote  for  the 
£600,000  when  it  came  to  ft  division.  He  went 
into  the  lobby  with  the  Government.  He  is 
prepared  now  to  make  some  reasonable  excuse 
for  having  voted  for  that  loan  of  £500,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  never  disguised  my 
approval  of  necessary  expenditure  for  roads  and 
bridges. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentleman 
"  never  disguised  it !  "  Why,  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  the  Government  are  raising 
£250,000  for  land  for  settlements,  £250,000 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  and  £250,000 
for  roads  and  bridges,  and  he  holds  up  his 
hands  in  holy  horror  at  what  we  are  doing ; 
but,  as  I  have  said,  on  the  proposal  to  devote 
£500,000  to  the  purposes  mentioned  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  walk  into  the  lobby  in 
support  of  the  Government  Bill.  I  can  only 
suppose  that  the  honourable  gentlemaa  thiola 
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tfaat  other  members  of  the  House,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  ate  not  able 
to  see  his  actual  position  in  this  matter.  The 
honourable  member  for  Eden  also  condemns 
tho  proposals  of  the  Government ;  yet  he  also 
supported  the  Govemme)it  proposal.  Nearly 
-every  honourable  gentleman  upon  that  side  of 
the  House  supported  the  Government.  The 
honourable  member  for  Kden  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  condemn  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  intelligent  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  now  makes  it  quite  clear  that 
he  not  only  voted  with  the  Government  but 
epoke  that  way  too. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  will  tell  you  presently. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  will 
endeavour  to  sliow  why  he  supported  the  Go- 
vernment upon  that  occasion.  Those  honour- 
able members  opposite  should  not  be  afraid  of 
their  own  utterances,  and  of  votes  when  they 
give  them  in  support  of  the  Government,  be- 
cause wo  all  know  that  under  all  circum- 
stances they  are  anxious  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment. Our  policy  in  this  respect  appears  to  be 
so  good  that  even  those  honourable  members 
who  are  opposed  to  us  have  supported  those 
proposals  in  the  interests  of  their  constituen- 
cies and  the  country.  I  think  it  is  the  highest 
compliment  which  could  possibly  be  paid  to 
the  Government,  because  we  know  that  those 
honourable  members  opposite  would  not  sup- 
port us  if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it.  Now 
let  me  deal  with  this  question  of  the  £50,000 
loan.  The  honourable  member  referred  to  this 
loan,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  were  the 
particulars  of  the  conversion.  That  £50,000 
loan  fell  due  in  July  last,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  "  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1884,"  it  was  converted,  and  the  amount 
of  sinking  fund  released  by  the  operation  was 
£59,935,  of  which  £5,514  was  used  for  the  re- 
demption of  debentures  issued  under  the  Con- 
solidated Stock  Act,  and  tho  balance  passed 
into  the  Public  Works  Fund  in  accordance 
with  tho  ordinary  operations  of  the  law.  The 
Government  in  doing  that  absolutely  carried 
out  what  the  law  said  was  to  be  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Permitted  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — Would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man have  the  Government  break  tho  law  and 
stop  it  ?  I  am  surprised  at  the  honourable  mem- 
be^.  Docs  he  mean  to  say  that  if  he  was  on 
these  benches  be  would  break  tho  law  ?  This 
conversion  operation  took  place  under  the  law. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  Government  should  break  the  Jaw  ? 
We  want  to  uphold  the  law,  and  it  is  quite 
right  that  we  should  do  so.  Now,  just  a  word 
about  the  figures  alleged  to  be  incorrectly  given 
in  the  public-works  estimates,  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  quite  right  in  saying  that 
the  summary  was  correct,  but  that  the  details 
do  not  in  ajl  cases  agree  with  it;  but  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  wants  his  own  interpre- 
tation of  the  statements  which  he  calls  inac- 
curacies he  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  they 
are  so.  But  literally  they  are  not  so,  and  it  is 
but  just  to  the  department  that  I  should  say 
Mr.  Ward 


this.  The  Lands  Department  issues  the  details 
in  three  separate  parts,  and  these  parts  ate 
subdivided  on  a  different  principle  this  yeax 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  new  accounts.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  summary  the  actual 
amount  of  the  unexpended  vote  of  the  former 
year  is  taken  and  put  into  the  column,  but 
in  the  detailed  statements  the  figures  are  given 
in  the  new  accounts  as  now  rearranged. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— There  are  three 
columns  wrong. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  does  not  affect  the  accuratsy 
of  the  Public  Works  Statement  at  all.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Public  Works  Fund  there  are 
two  important  departments,  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment and  the  Public  Works  Department.  The 
Lands  Department  prepares  a  portion,  the  de- 
tails showing  the  amount  expended  and  the 
liabilities.  In  the  summary  made  by  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department  the  figures  are  dealt 
with  on  a  different  basis,  and  it  is  not  unusual 
or  indicative  of  error  or  improper  compiling  of 
the  Public  Works  Statement  to  find  a  difference 
between  the  summary  and  the  details  of  the 
Lands  Department ;  and  it  is  not  a  mistake  in 
the  ordinary  sense.  I  wish  to  say  that  in 
justice  to  the  department.  The  honourable 
gentleman  refers  to  the  alleged  fact  that  the 
Customs  revenue  for  the  J'une  and  September 
quarters  was  less  by  some  £36,000  than  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  he 
was  quite  right  in  saying  that  in  the  Financial 
Statement  I  estimated  the  revenue  from  this 
particular  department  as  £55,503  less  than  the 
preceding  year.  But  if  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man looks  at  the  Financial  Statement  he  will 
see  that  I  anticipated  there  was  going  to  be  a 
falling-off  of  revenue  generally.  He  takes  the 
Customs  revenue  and  the  railway  revenue, 
which  I  admit  have  fallen  off,  but  not  to  the 
extent  contemplated.  The  honourable  member 
should  look  at  the  general  estimate  made  of 
the  whole  revenue  in  the  Financial  Statement; 
and  what  I  said  was  this  : — 

"  I  prefer  to  err  on  the  right  side.  Owing  to 
bad  harvest,'  low  prices,  and  slight  financial 
disturbances,  the  receipts  from  railways  and 
Customs  show  a  falling-oS.  If,  then,  there 
should  be  a  disparity  between  the  estimated 
and  the  actual  results  the  discrepancy  will 
place  me  in  no  financial  difficulty.  No  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  should  run  the  risk  of  having  to 
announce  a  '  deficit ' — such  a  word  should  have 
no  place  in  New  Zealand  Budgets.  Having 
therefore  considered  that  £4,235,000,  or  £133,538 
loss  than  last  year,  will  be  received  during  the 
current  year,  a  few  of  the  principal  differences 
may  be  explained.  In  the  Customs  the  esti- 
mated decrease  is  £55,508." 

Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  that 
the  decrease  which  has  taken  place  for  the  six 
months  is  £36,632  in  the  Customs  revenue; 
but  while  the  honourable  gentleman  states 
that  is  a  larger  decrease  for  the  half-year  than 
it  ought  to  be,  so  far  as  the  Customs  revenue  is 
concerned,  upon  the  basis  of  £55,503,  he  ought 
to  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  in  that 
estimate  I  reckoned  the  whole  revenue  would 
be  £133,588  for  the  whole  year  less  than  last 
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year.    The  honourable  gentleman  moat  take 
the  whole  revenue.    I  anticipated,  myself, — m 
every  honourable  member  muat  have  known, 
for  I  stated  it  in  the  Financial  Statement, — 
that  this  year  our  revenue  would  be  £133,588 
less  than  last  year ;  and  in  order  to  be  on  the 
safe  side  I  reduced  the  whole  oC  the  estimates, 
and  I  reduced  them   to  such  an  extent — far 
over  ordinary  reductions  made — that  I  left  a 
margin  of  £133,538  to  go  and  come  upon.    We 
have  passed  through  the  worst  six  months  of 
the  financial  year — it  has  been  so  in  the  past 
— ajid,   as   the  honourable  gentleman  knows, 
unless  some  extraordinary  disturbing  element 
arises  for  the  time  being,  it  is  right  to  take  a 
precedent  for  the  purpose  of  comparison.     We 
can   only  make    comparisons    as   far    as   the 
revenue  and  expenditure  are  concerned;  and, 
taking  the  preceding  year,  or  the  six  months 
of  the  preceding  year,  I  say  it  is  the  worst 
period  through  which  we  have  passed,  so  far 
as  revenue  is  concerned.    That  being  so,  the 
revenue,  so  far  as  my  judgment  and  the  judg- 
ment   of   responsible   officers    in   the    depart- 
ment goes,  has  not  fallen  below  the  amount 
which  will  bring  it  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  the  amount  I  tuinounoed  in  the  Finsin- 
oial  Statement.     We  are  on  the  safe  side  of 
the  wheel,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the 
revenue  will  come  up  to  the  amount  stated. 
Of  course,  honourable  members  are  perfectly 
justified  in  oritioizing  the  falling-oS  that  has 
occurred;  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  take  a  pessi- 
mistic or  unhopeful  view  of  this  colony,  and  it 
is  not  good  for  the  colony,  and  would  not  be 
good  for  any  business,  for  any  individual,  or 
for  any  establishment  of  any  kind  to  continu- 
ally preach   from  the  housetops  the  possibility 
that  disaster  is  going  to  overtake  them.    I  do 
not  think,  myself,  the  New  South  Wales  system 
of  advertising  their  revenue  and  expenditure 
weekly  is  a  good  one.    I  do  not  say  it  is  bad, 
bnt  it  must  be  misleading.    No  large  concern, 
such  as  a  Qovernment,  with  a  large  revenue 
and  expenditure  going  on  in  the  country — no 
large  institution  can  fairly  estimate,  or  take  as 
a  guide,  one  week  out  of  fifty-two  as  to  what  is 
going  to  be  the  result  for  that  year.    A  week  is 
too  short  a  period  altogether.    If  there  were 
a  sudden  inflation  it  would  affect  the  revenue 
for  good  in  a  particular  week ;  it  would  throw 
you  completely  out  in  estimating  it  upon  that 
basis  for  a  year.    If  the  returns  were  weekly, 

and  a  sudden  falling-oS  happened 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.  — I  was  urging 
monthly  returns. 

Mr.  WAKD. — Of  course  we  get  them  monthly 
in  the  Treasury,  and  they  are  made  up  regu- 
larly, but  it  has  not  been  the  custom  of  this 
colony  to  publish  the  whole  of  the  returns 
monthly.  I  do  not  believe  in  doing  something 
that  is  misleading,  and  I  believe  the  safest 
system  is  to  take  three  months  of  the  year  for 
we  purpose  of  information.  Coming  now  to 
the  railway  revenue,  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred,  the  estimates  furnished 
provide  for  the  reduced  revenue  for  the  year ; 
and  in  addition  to  that  the  Commissioners  be- 
lieved that  through  the  reduction  of  expendi- 


ture in  different  parts  of  the  country  the  esti- 
mate they  furnished  would  be  a  reliable  one, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  were  much 
out  in  their  estimate  furnished  to  the  Treasury. 
I  wish  to  refer  to  this  because  every  honour- 
able member — every  one  in  the  country  who  is- 
anxious  to  see  the  revenue  kept  up — must  re- 
member  that  we  have  been  passing  through 
severe  times.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
We  have  more  than  held  our  own  in  oom- 
parison  with  the  other  oolonies,  and  upon  the 
whole,  so  far  as  its  revenue  is  concerned, 
this  colony  is  in  my  opinion  in  a  first- 
rate  position,  considering  everything.  The 
views  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  urged  this  even- 
ing I  entirely  disagree  with.  He  stated  that 
the  business  and  commercial  people  in  this- 
colony  were  reducing  their  orders,  and  were 
generally  in  a  despondent  position.  I  do  not 
believe  that  is  the  case.  I  believe  that  in  all 
trades  there  are  vicissitudes,  and  it  must  be  so- 
in  this  country.  There  are  times  when  people 
curtail  their  orders.  That  goes  on  every  year 
in  every  country ;  bnt  I  decline  to  believe  that- 
there  is  anything  in  the  shape  of  fright,  or  to- 
cause  people  to  materially  alter  the  system  of 
trade  in  this  colony,  I  believe  the  colony 
is  in  a  very  hopeful  state,  ajii,  as  far  as  the- 
Government  are  concerned,  we  must  do  all 
we  can  to  assist  the  country  in  maintain- 
ing its  position.  We  cannot  do  impossibilities ; 
we  can  only  do  our  best ;  but  I  do  not  believe, 
myself,  that  this  continuous  decrying  of  the 
country  by  the  leading  public  men  of  the 
colony  is  calculated  to  do  any  good.  As  the- 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  said,  we 
should  look  matters  in  the  face — that  is  quite 
right ;  but  to  be  continuously  harping  upon  and 
decrymg  the  country,  anticipating  chat  every- 
thing about  us  will  result  in  evil,  can  do  no- 
good.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  men  require  large- 
heartedness  to  live  in  a  country  such  as  this, 
in  the  midst  of  such  croaking ;  and  yet  we 
find  leading  pnblio  men  of  the  colony,  both 
in  the  House  and  m  private  life,  preaching 
disaster.  If  we  want  the  country  to  be  hopeful 
and  prosperous  we  must  show  hopefulness  in 
ourselves.  Yon  cannot  expect  the  colony  to  go 
ahead 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  have  received  a  letter 
to-day  advising  me  to  leave  it. 

Sir.  WARD.  —  I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  be  advised  to  change,  be- 
cause there  is  no  country  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  go  where  he  could  be 
in  a  better  position  or  lead  a  happier  life.  My 
honourable  friend  smiled  when  he  read  the  let- 
ter, and  I  believe  it  was  because  he  concluded 
that  his  correspondent  was  entirely  wrong 
— that  his  judgment  was  completely  at  sea.. 
Look  at  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay.  He  has  lived  in  this  country  for  the  last 
twenty  or  thirty  years ;  he  is  a  splendid  speci- 
men of  a  man,  and  if  he  had  gone  to  other 
countries  he  would  probably  have  been  shrivelled 
up,  and  not  be  half  the  man  he  is.  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  going  to  leave  us. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  am  going  to  stay. 
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Mr.  WABD.— That,  Sir,  is  what  every  honour- 
able member  likes  to  hear.  la  the  gentleman 
who  has  written  to  you  living  out  oi  the  oolony? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  WARD. — There  is  a  ease  in  point.  We 
know  there  are  disseminated  tbronghout  Eng- 
land  very  adverse  statements  about  this  coun- 
try; we  know  that  people  there  sometimes  make 
statements  from  interested  motives.  There  is 
such  a  thing  aa  a  Stock  Exchange  in  London ; 
it  is  a  medium  by  which  large  fortunes  are 
made ;  and  as  long  as  human  nature  is  human 
nature  there  are  people  who  are  prepared  to  rig 
the  Stock  Exchange,  so  far  as  this  colony  is 
concerned,  in  their  own  interests,  and  there 
have  been  statements  published  adverse  to  this 
country  which  are  very  far  from  being  borne 
out  by  facts.  It  is  true  that  the  whole  civi- 
lised world  is  suffering  from  reduced  prices,  and 
that  there  has  been  a  disturbance  in  finance 
throughout  the  world;  but  to  say  that  there 
is  a  better  country  to  which  to  remove  com- 
pared with  New  Zealand  is  to  say  something 
that  I  wholly  decline  to  believe.  What  we  are 
suffering  from  is  want  of  population:  that  is 
one  of  the  principal  things. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Undesirable  immigrants. 

Mr.  WARD. — There  are  one  or  two  causes. 
We  have  some  undesirable  residents.  There  are 
a  few  people  in  the  colony  who  are  always  pre- 
pared to  speak  against  it.  The  gentleman  who 
wrote  that  letter  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  doubtless  received  a  communication  from 
some  one  here  who  hM  made  him  believe  that 
this  is  an  undesirable  country,  and  he  will  not 
oome  here  and  see  for  himself,  but  invites  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  to  leave  the  country. 
I  say  the  Public  Works  Statement  is  one  that 
I  believe  to  be  in  the  general  interests  of 
the  country.  The  reading  and  bridging  of 
the  country  is  as  important  to-day  as  it  was 
twenty  years  ago,  and  more  so.  There  are  fresh 
places  daily  opened  up,  and  it  is  humanly 
impossible  for  people  to  go  to  remote  places  to 
make  a  living  for  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies and  to  be  able  to  carry  on  without  those 
necessary  adjuncts  of  settlement — roads  and 
1>ridges.    If  you  look  through  the  Public  Works 

Statement an  honourable  gentleman  says 

they  have  not  had  lime  to  study  it,  but  I  am 
surprised  at  that,  for  if  they  look  through  it 
it  is  clear  there  is  on  the  face  of  it  what  will 
develop  the  country,  provide  for  the  promotion 
of  setuement,  and  assist  the  settlers  m  various 
parts  of  the  colony.  The  general  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  was  to  see  that  the 
moneys  available  are  distributed  fairly  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  There  has 
been  no  such  thing — as  has  been  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea — as  an  at- 
tempt to  give  the  loaves  and  fishes  to  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government.  I  say  the  moneys 
of  the  colony  have  been  fairly  and  equitably 
-distributed,  and  I  can  say  that,  in  what  took 
place  when  the  public-works  estimates  were 
being  considered,  individuals  were  not  con- 
sidered at  all,  but  simply  whether  the  various 
parts  of  the  country  required  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  settle- 


ment. That  was  the  one  consideration  that 
actuated  the  Government.  I  say  that  the 
money  has  been  fairly  distribnted  to  the  best 
of  our  ability.  Now,  I  can  only  say  that,  so 
far  as  the  Public  Works  Statement  is  ooo- 
cemed,  the  Premier  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  comments  made  against  it.  Without  wish- 
ing to  say  anything  offensive,  I  must  say  that 
I  think  it  is  tlie  most  indifferent  criticism  of  » 
Public  Works  Statement  that  I  have  listened 
to  since  I  have  been  in  the  House.  The  one 
thing  that  has  been  borne  upon  my  mind  ia 
the  impression  that  honourable  members  have 
made  adverse  statements  as  though  they  re- 
gretted speaking  against  their  conscience  and 
their  judgment,  and  that  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  placed  compelled  them  to  say 
what  they  do  not  really  think. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— We  have  had  so 
much  about  railways,  roads,  and  bridges  that 
I  have  determined  to  throw  aside  all  that  I 
intended  to  say  on  that  subject,  but  I  have  a 
few  words  of  truth  and  soberness  to  say  upon  a 
cognate  question.  Before  doing  so,  however, 
there  is  a  little  matter  somewhat  personal  to 
myself  to  which  I  may  refer  for  half  a  minute. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wanga- 
nui,  in  putting  a  question  to  the  Premier  the 
other  day,  took  occasion  to  show  that  I  had 
been  misinformed  in  a  statement  I  made  in 
the  House  regarding  the  treatment  of  railway 
maintenance-men,  aoA  I  understand  he  quoted 
some  resolution  of  the  men  at  Aramoho  to  prove 
his  contention.  I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the 
time,  but  if  I  hkd  been  I  could  not  have  got 
on  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  subject ;  and 
I  only  do  so  now  to  say  that  I  quite  appreciate 
the  public  disclaimer  of  the  men.  And,  while 
I  am  satisfied  of  the  bona  fidta  of  what  I 
stated^  I  am  not  going  to  adduce  any  proof  on 
the  subject,  for  a  very  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
son. It  has  been  che  standing  reproach  of  the 
Railway  Commissioners  dnring  their  official 
career  that  any  one — any  one,  at  least,  in  the 
lower  grades  of  the  service — who  may  make  a 
ocmplaint  is  a  marked  man,  and  he  suffers 
accordingly.  Therefore  I  am  not  going  to 
imperil  the  daily  bread  of  any  man  or  number 
of  men,  in  the  oirctmistances ;  but  the  fact 
that  attention  has  been  directed  to  certain 
facts  may  lead  to  some  improvement,  and  in 
that  case  my  object  will  be  gained.  And  now 
for  the  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House.  On  several  occasions 
lately  we  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
"  unemployed  "  question ;  but  it  is  one  of  more 
gravity  than  the  members  of  the  Government, 
or  of  this  House,  appear  to  suppose.  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  do  all  that  occurs  to  them  as  pos- 
sible in  the  way  of  finding  employment  for 
those  out  of  work.  And  I  do  not  wish  to  ap- 
proach the  question  in  any  pessimistic  spirit. 
I  think  we  may  look  hopefully  forward  to  im* 
provement  in  the  demand  for  labour  through  the 
important  legislation  we  are  passing.  Cheap 
money  will  enable  settlers  to  improve,  and  im- 
provement means  employment  of  labour.  The 
purchase  of  land  and  opening  it  up  by  means  of 
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toads  and  bridges  also  spells  work  and  wages  in 
the  near  f  ntnie.    Present  legislation,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  is  all  tending  in  this  hopeful  direction. 
Nevertheless,  I  most  emphasize  the  fact  of 
urgenoy  in  dealing  with  this  question  of  the 
anempioyed.     There  is  a  general  depression 
tiironghout  the  colony — no  use  in  putting  too 
fine  a  point  upon  it — and  there  Is  a  want  of 
hopefulness  in  the  community,  so  that  this  ques- 
tion is  above  all  others  the  pressing  question 
of  the  day  and  the  hour.    Not  only  is  it  so  here, 
but  over  a  large  portion  of  the  civilised  world. 
..  q^    Yet,  with  the  best  intentions,  neither 
X1.9U.  ^^  House  nor  the  Government  appear 
to  have  arrived  at  any  clear  or  definite  policy 
regarding  it.    Our  efforts  are  fitful,  spasmodic, 
wid  very  much  from  hand  to  mouth.    Some- 
times we  might  almost  gather  from  Ministers 
that  the  oare  of  labour  was  specially  a  State 
function ;   at  other  times  there  is  something 
Itice  an  indignant  denial  of  the   duty    of  the 
State  to  find  work  for  the  unemployed.  Minis- 
ters on  these  occasions  speaking  as  if  they  were 
apostles  of  a  moribund  political  economy — 
Carlyle's  "  dismal  science."    I  am  not  going  to 
-discuss  the  sphere  and  duties  of  the  State  just 
now  in  this  respect ;  it  seems  enough  for  me  to 
say  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  kindly  and 
-considerate  or  thoughtful  man  on  either  side  of 
this  House  but  is  convinced  at  least  in  some 
dim  and  benighted  way  that  the  Qovemment, 
-as  representing  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men, 
is   bound,   either  directly  by  the  pressure  of 
emancipating  law,  or  by  the  organic  adjust- 
ment of   economic  forces  generally,  to  take 
-oare  that  there  shall  be  at  least  self-sustain- 
ing employment  and  a  living  wage  for  every 
member  of  the  community.     But  there  is  no 
practical  application  of  this  idea,  and  in  con- 
nequence  we  go  on  drifting  in  all  directions. 
For  example :   we  have  a  notable  scheme  of 
meddling  and  muddling  in  a  piece  of  work 
being  just  now  carried  out  by  the  "tmem- 
ployed  "  in  the  City  of  Wellington — a  piece  of 
work  which  will  illustrate  my  position  better 
than  any  abstract  reasoning.    This  work  has 
received  the  fullest  approval  of  the  Premier  of 
the  oolony.    I  find  a  r6tumf  in  the  newspapers 
«f  what  my  honourable  friend  said  at  the 
Labour  Demonstration  the  other  day.    Here 
it  is: — 

"  Speaking  of  the  large  number  of  men  who 
had  been  out  of  work  during  the  winter,  he 
paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  oitizens  of 
Wellington  for  raising  funds  for  the  Queen's 
Drive  relief-works.  In  that  respect  Wellington 
had  set  a  noble  example  to  the  rest  of  the 
colony,  and  the  Government  had  only  been  too 
fpiad  to  assist.  He  regretted,  however,  that, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstainces  of  the  case, 
the  money  raised  had  not  been  expended  in 
opening  up  the  back-country." 

It  is  not  likely  the  Wellington  people  would 
enbscribe  money  to  open  up  the  back-country. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — I  said  much  more  than  that 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  a  rfsumi, 
and  I  presnme  it  is  correot  enongh.  It  may 
not  be,  but  I  read  a  more  enlarged  copy  in  the 


Time*  this  morning,  and  it  is  to  the  same 
effect. 

Mr.  SEDD02T.— I  said  I  should  like  to  see 
these  men  working  on  roads,  and  alongside  these 
roads  blocks  of  land  on  which  they  could  build 
homes,  whither  they  could  take  their  wives  and 
children,  and  never  again  trouble  the  citizens 
for  help  on  relief-works. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— That  does  not  alter 
the  state  of  things  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
I  dare  say,  when  the  Premier  is  on  the  stump, 
he  must  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  His  good 
nature  leads  him  to  indulge  in  what  Tennyson 
describes  as  "vacant  chaff,  well  meant  for 
grain."  He  could  not,  however,  have  well  said 
anything  more  discouraging  to  those  who  are 
seeking  to  elevate  labour  out  of  the  horrid 
grind  to  which  capital  has  subjected  it.  Not 
only,  however,  has  the  Premier  complimented 
the  citizens  of  Wellington  and  praised  their 
noble  example,  but  this  notable  piece  of  work 
has  also  been  made  the  text  of  a  glowing  pane- 
gyric by  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals  and  Chari- 
table Institutions  in  his  annual  report  recently 
presented  to  this  House.  I  stand  up  for  the 
most  full  and  free  expression  of  individual 
opinion.  From  his  well-known  ability.  Dr. 
MacGregor  is  entitled  to  be  heard  on  any 
public  question ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  a 
State  paper — a  paper  for  which  this  House  is 
in  some  sense  responsible — should  be  made  the 
vehicle  of  statements  which,  I  know,  must  be 
repudiated  by  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  House.    Let  me  read  this  panegyric : — 

"Three  private  gentlemen  in  a  few  days 
raised  a  sum  of  £600,  which,  together  with  a 
sum  of  £500  contributed  by  the  City  Council, 
was  handed  over  unconditionally  to  the  Bene- 
volent Society.  These  gentlemen  were  asso- 
ciated with  some  of  the  trustees  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee to  look  after  the  spending  of  the  money. 
This  is  being  done  in  such  a  vigorous  and  in- 
telligent fashion  that  I  believe  there  will  be  no 
more  trouble  with  the  unemployed  this  winter. 
Every  man  who  wants  work  will  get  it.  All 
will  get  enough  to  live  on,  but  no  loafing  will 
be  tolerated ;  and  it  is  provided  that  no  man 
who  is  able  to  work,  and  refuses,  will  be  per- 
mitted to  get  charitable  aid  either  for  himself 
or  his  family.  This  is  a  new  departure  of  the 
most  hopeful  augury  that  a  time  is  coming 
very  soon  when  no  money  will  bo  raised  by  the 
Central  Government  to  be  expended  in  outdoor 
relief  by  local  bodies,  and  when  all  outdoor 
relief  wUl  be  paid  for  out  of  direct  local  taxa- 
tion. It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  plan  by 
which  this  young  country  can  escape  disaster, 
dne  to  its  investing  a  large  part  of  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  in  the  permanent  degradation  of 
the  people." 

I  nope  the  House  will  hear  with  me  while  I 
tell  them  a  little  more  about  this  new  de- 
parture which,  the  Premier  says,  is  a  noble 
example  to  the  rest  of  the  oolony,  and  which 
Dr.  MacGregor  describes  as  of  the  most 
hopeful  augury.  What  work  are  the  unem- 
ployed set  to  do?  They  are  employed  in 
maJcing  a  road  round  the  hills  in  the  neigh- 
I  boorhood  of  Wellington— a  road  leading  no- 
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'where  in  partionlar,  bat  which  will  form  a  fine 
oaniage-dcive  ior  the  wealthy  oitizens  oi  Wel- 
lington. Now,  let  there  be  no  mistake.  I  am 
not  objecting  to  the  making  of  this  drive  ;  quite 
otherwise.  I  am  not  objecting  to  it,  although 
it  is  made  to  akirt  the  hitherto  unsaleable  pro- 
perty of  a  land  syndicate  which  has  failed 
in  a  dozen  different  attempts  to  get  rid  of 
its  bargain  on  any  ordinary  terms.  No  doubt 
this  road  is  intended  by  its  promoters  to  give 
a  help  to  this  commercial  speculation.  I 
am  not  sure  but  one  or  other  of  our  banks 
may  be  interested  in  it.  This,  however,  is  by 
the  way ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  making  of  a  carriage-drive  for 
the  wealthy  people  of  Wellington.  What  I  do 
object  to  is  the  making  of  it  largely  at  the 
public  expense.  Three  private  gentlemen,  we 
are  told,  took  this  work  in  hand,  and  they 
raised  £600  by  voluntary  contribution.  Very 
good ;  no  one  quarrels  with  that  result.  Next 
they  got  the  City  Council  to  give  them  £500.  I 
do  not  understand  this  operation ;  and,  as  a 
small  ratepayer  in  the  City  of  Wellington,  I 
here  take  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General  to  this  City 
Council  grant.  The  work  is  entirely  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  borough  ;  and,  although 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  does  permit 
money  to  be  spent  in  extra-burgal  work  for  the 
convenience  or  recreation  of  the  citizens,  it 
only  does  so  when  done  in  conjunction  with  some 
other  municipal  body.  So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
there  is  no  other  such  body  connected  with  this 
work  ;  and  here,  in  the  meantime,  I  leave  this 
point.  The  voluntary  subscriptions  and  the 
Wellington  City  Council  grant,  maiking  £1,100, 
were  then  supplemented  by  an  equal  sum  from 
the  Government — another  £1,100.  You  may 
have  noticed  —  and  I  am  astonished  at  the 
omission — that  Br.  MacGregor,  in  the  extract  I 
read,  makes  no  reference  to  the  large  sum  paid 
by  the  Government.  Indeed,  one  might  rather 
suppose  there  could  have  been  no  such  pay- 
ment, because  his  panacea  for  the  country  is 
that  no  money  shall  be  raised  by  the  Central 
Government  to  be  expended  in  outdoor  relief 
by  local  bodies,  and  that  all  outdoor  relief 
shall  be  paid  for  out  of  direct  local  taxation. 
Considering  the  Government  found  the  one- 
half  of  the  whole  of  the  sum  expended  on  the 
work,  and  another  fourth  of  it  was  taken  from 
money  levied  for  the  maintenance  and  lighting 
of  streets,  there  is  not  much  local  taxation 
here  for  outdoor  relief.  But  I  am  not  dis- 
cussing charitable  aid  just  now.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  Government  paying  over  £1,100  of  pub- 
lic money,  ostensibly  through  the  Benevolent 
Society,  to  three  private  gentlemen,  and  to  this 
payment,  under  the  circumstances,  I  object  with 
all  the  earnestness  of  which  I  am  capable. 
Let  me  give  my  reasons  for  so  objecting,  and  at 
the  same  time  let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  I 
do  not  object  to  the  Government  aiding  local 
bodies  in  providing  work  for  the  imemployed, 
but  I  do  object,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
object,  to  public  money  being  given  to  sweat 
the  labour  of  the  unemployed  for  the  benefit 
of  a  small  class  in  any  district.  This  work, 
Mr.  W.  Butehiton 


Sir,  is  being  done  at  a  rate  of  wages  which  is  & 
scandal  to  us  as  a  oommunity.  And  this  is  tha 
head  and  front  of  my  objection  to  the  work 
done,  and  to  the  participation  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  doing  of  it.  The  rats  of  wages 
paid  these  men  is  Ss.,  4s.,  and  5s.  a  day,  tha 
5s.  being  the  exceptional  rate  which  proves 
the  rule  of  the  3s.  and  4s.  The  "bosses,"  who 
do  not  work,  get  68.  a  day,  and  they  aze- 
onte  their  supervision  so  effectively  as  to  obtain 
the  commendation  of  Dr.  MacGregor — "  Tha 
supervision  is  vigorous  and  intelligent ;  no  loaf- 
ing tolerated."  No;  I  am  assured  the  poor  men 
can  hardly  draw  their  breath  over  the  work. 
Slavery  was  not  a  patch  upon  it.  And,  when 
I  tell  the  members  of  this  House  that  aboafe 
three  and  a  half  days'  work  on  an  average  is 
all  that  the  weather  has  hitherto  permitted 
the  workers — meaning  by  such  an  average  that 
able-bodied  men  are  paid  10s.,  12s.,  and  148. 
a  week  —  members  will  have  some  idea  of 
what  this  "  work  for  the  unemployed "  means. 
When  Dr.  MaoGregor  says  in  this  extract  that 
all  will  get  enough  to  live  on, — indicating  that 
10s.,  128.,  and  14s.  a  week  is  enough  to  live  on, 
not  only  for  single  men,  but  for  married  men 
with  wives  and  families, — I  wonder  —  I  shall 
never  cease  to  wonder — how  gentlemen  like  Dr. 
MacGregor,  in  the  enjoyment  of  large  salaries, 
which  permit  a  good  deal  of  loafing — there  is 
no  loafing  for  the  unemployed  —  I  wonder 
how  they  make  their  calculations.  I  have  done. 
I  have  discharged  what  was  to  me  a  very  un- 
pleasant but  a  most  imperative  duty.  I  charge 
the  Government — I  dare  say  they  did  it  unwit- 
tingly— with  a  gross  misappropriation  of  the 
public  funds  to  sweat  the  labour  of  nnfortunata 
working-men,  and  in  doing  so  indirectly  to  give 
a  downward  tendency  to  the  rate  of  wages  all 
over  the  colony.  Furthermore,  we  are  about 
to  separate  without  any  definite  proposals  for 
providing  work  for  our  large  army  of  labourers. 
I  submit  that  in  this  also  the  Government  is 
greatly  to  blame.  Any  legislation,  however 
important  it  may  otherwise  be,  is  comparatively 
of  smaU  accoimt  alongside  of  the  great  question 
of  how  the  masses  of  the  people  are  to  live,  and 
to  live  more  abundantly.  And  I  venture  to  tell 
the  Government,  and  to  tell  the  House,  that  this 
is  the  question  that  will  more  and  more  force 
itself  upon  public  attention,  and  until  it  is 
settled  other  questions  may  come  and  go,  and 
we  may  pass  Bank  Bills  and  Consols  Bills  as  we 
please,  but  there  can  be  no  rest,  and  no  real 
progress,  until  we  have  solved  this  most  im- 
portant of  all  economic  questions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Sir,  the  honouraUe 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  generally 
succeeds  in  taking  a  line  of  action  which  this 
House  has  long  ago  recognised  as  peculiar  to 
himself.  His  peculiar  role  is,  by  a  hint  or  allu- 
sion capable  of  a  doable  meaning,  to  put  what 
men  generally  consider  a  meritorious  action 
in  a  somewhat  suspicious  light,  which  would 
lead  us  to  believe  that  those  who  performed 
such  actions  were  working  really  in  their  own 
selfish  interests.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  at  one  time  a  citizen  of  Wellington,  and 
held  an  honourable  position,  and  to-night  ha 
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seems  to  find  a  malioions  pleasure  in  depre- 
ciating the  laudable  action  of  Wellington 
citizens  to  assist  the  unemployed.  I  think  he 
could  have  found  a  better  occupation  than  that. 
The  Wellington  people  need  no  defence  from 
me,  bat  I  think  they  have  shown  a  good  ex- 
ample in  many  things  to  ether  parts  of  the 
colony.  I  need  only  izistance  the  Manawata 
Bailway  as  showing  what  Wellington  enterprise 
and  self-reliance  have  enabled  them  to  do.  The 
honourable  gentleman  wag  not  at  all  justified 
in  sneering  at  the  generous  people  who  have 
assisted  the  unemployed  here,  by  asserting  that 
they  were  a  syndicate  to  improve  their  own 

Sroperties ;  and  I  am  glad  that  his  remarks 
id  not  meet  with  any  approval  in  this  House  ; 
nor  will  they  meet  with  any  throughout  the 
country.  Now,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks, to  begin  with,  on  the  delay  in  bringing 
down  the  Public  Works  Statement.  The  State- 
ment itself  says  it  was  quite  unavoidable.  It 
says  the  ways  and  means  available  could  not 
be  ascertained  until  the  money  Bills  in  con- 
nection with  the  improvement  of  Crown  lands 
and  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  were  carried. 
Then  the  Statement  goes  on  to  say  that  many 
other  questions  of  an  exceptional  character  had 
to  be  dealt  with,  which  could  not  brook  delay, 
and  that  the  Public  Works  statement  could  not 
therefore  be  brought  down  at  an  earlier  date. 
Well,  I  have  just  looked  over  the  Order  Paper, 
and,  out  of  a  few  items,  would  ask  the  Premier 
whether,  amongst  them,  there  are  not  a  good 
many  that  could  very  well  indeed  brook  delay. 
The  Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  for  instance. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— That  never  was  up. 
Mr.  BUCH.\NAN.— It  was  introduced  with 
others.  Then,  there  were  the  Masters  and 
Apprentices  Bill,  the  Rating  on  Unimproved 
Value  Bill,  the  Conspiracy  Law  Amendment 
Bill,  the  Licensing  Bill,  the  Hawkers  and  Ped- 
lars Bill,  the  Legitimation  Bill,  the  Imprison- 
ment for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  the  Land-tax 
Bill,  the  Auctioneers  Bill,  the  Pawnbrokers 
Bill,  the  Riverton  Harbour  Board  Empowering 
Bill,  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill.  The  Go- 
Temment  wasted  considerable  time  on  some 
of  these  measures,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
have  the  hardihood  to  tell  the  House  that  these 
are  measures  that  would  not  brook  delay,  or 
for  which  they  were  justified  in  delaying  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  Then,  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Education  denied  that  the  Govern- 
ment bad  been  gadding  about  the  country  and 
had  no  policy  measures  prepared,  and  ho  men- 
tioned a  long  list  of  Bills  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  brought  down  on  such  and  such  a 
date.  On  looking  up  one  of  the  Order  Papers, 
dated  the  22nd  June,  I  find  some  of  the  Bills 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  brought  down, 
amongst  them  being  the  Masters  and  Appren- 
tices Bill.  When  the  honourable  gentleman 
asked  leave  to  introduce  it,  was  that  Bill  ready  ? 
Ko;  the  Bill  was  brought  down  in  such  a 
crude  form  that  the  House  would  have  none 
of  it,  and  he  had  to  remove  it  from  the  Order 
Paper.  Another  Bill  introduced  on  the  same 
day  was  the  Immigration  Bill,  but  it  is  now 
on  the  Order  Paper  under  the  name  of  the 
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Undesirable  Immigrants  Bill — the  scorn  and 
derision  of  the  whole  colony.  Notice  was  given 
to  introduce  it  on  the  2nd  October.  Then, 
there  is  the  Eight  Hours  Bill:  has  that  Bill 
been  dealt  with  yet  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Yes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  Well,  I  am  not  aware 
of  it.  Leave  was  given  to  introduce  it  on  the 
same  day,  and  yet  the  House  did  not  get 
possession  of  it  until  the  16th  August.  The 
first  edition  of  the  Land  Assessment  Bill  was 
introduced  on  the  28th  June,  but  the  present 
edition  was  not  brought  down  until  the  7th 
September.  Now,  if  I  similarly  followed  the 
Bills  introduced  by  other  members  of  the 
Ministry,  the  contention  of  the  Minister  that 
the  Government  had  met  the  House  with 
their  policy  Bills  prepared  would  vanish  into 
thin  air.  Then,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
tells  us  that  he  initiated  a  new  departure  when 
he  introduced  the  Bill  to  borrow  £250,000  for 
the  improvement  of  Crown  lands,  and  a  similar 
sum  for  the  purchase  and  reading  of  Native 
lands.  If  that  was  a  new  departure,  then  the 
Government  for  the  first  time  stands  self-con- 
fessed as  a  borrowing  Government ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  legislation  was  passed  in  1892 
for  exactly  the  same  purpose — namely,  to  raise 
£50,000  annually  for  the  roading  of  Crown 
lands,  and  £50,000  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.  Where,  then,  is  the  new  departure? 
What  was  the  honourable  gentleman  thinking 
of  when  ho  compiled  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  was  a  new  departure  to 
the  extent  of  £400,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — It  was  merely  an  exten- 
sion of  a  policy  which  the  House  sanctioned 
in  a  previous  session — that  and  nothing  more. 
Then,  Sir,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  twitted  me 
— and  I  am  sorry  he  is  not  in  his  place — with 
voting  for  the  Bill  providing  for  these  highly- 
desirable  objects ;  but  my  reply  to  that  is  this  : 

j^oQ  I  have  always  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple.  I  spoke  in  favour  of  it  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  conscientiously 
gave  my  vote  for  it.  What  would  the  honour- 
able gentleman  have  said,  knowing,  as  he  does, 
that  I  was  strongly  in  favour  of  assisting  any 
Government  to  push  settlement,  if  because  I 
happened  to  be  on  the  Opposition  side  I  had 
voted  against  the  Bill  simply  on  party  grounds? 
I  did  object  to  the  large  amount  the  Govern- 
ment was  empowered  to  raise  under  the  Bill, 
but  I  did  not  in  any  way  object  to — I  strongly 
approved  of — the  raising  of  moderate  sums  of 
money  to  open  up  Crown  lands,  because  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  at  its  disposal  cannot  be  profitably 
used  by  settlers  unless  they  are  assisted  in 
making  roads  to  get  their  produce  to  market, 
and  more  especially  is  that  the  cane  with  re- 
gard to  bush  land  suitable  for  dairying  pur- 
poses. If  we  are  to  have  the  dairy  factories 
made  a  success  we  must  enable  the  settlers  to 
get  their  milk  to  them,  and  their  produce  to 
the  market.  I  did  not  expect  any  large  sum 
for  my  district,  and  the  estimates  show  that 
I  was  not  mistaken ;   but  I  do  not  complain 
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much  of  this,  because  the  needs  of  the  bush  dis- 
tricts ate  much  greater  than  of  mine.  Another 
thing  the  Minister  might  haye  mentioned  in 
the  Statement,  that  they  intended  to  devote  a 
much  larger  sum  to  the  opening-up  of  roads 
to  Crown  lands,  because  it  would  give  much 
more  employment  than  if  the  money  were  de- 
voted to  railway  purposes.  If  the  Government 
bad  proposed  a  railway  policy,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  money  would  have  been  employed 
in  the  purchase  of  material.  The  Government 
were  astute  enough  to  see  this,  and  that,  I 
dare  say,  was  one  reason  for  this  new  depar- 
ture. The  policy  of  the  Government  since 
they  came  into  office  has,  unfortunately  for 
the  country,  been  one  which  has  largely  de- 
stroyed private  enterprise.  Their  poUcy  has 
crippled  the  private  wages-fund,  and  they  find 
the  tide  of  the  "  unemployed  "  pressure  rising 
up  around  them  in  all  directions ;  and  their 
hope  was  that  this  new  policy,  in  direct  con- 
tiEiidiction  to  that  under  which  they  came  into 
office,  might  furnish  a  way  by  which  they 
could  save  themselves.  The  private  wages- 
fund,  which  enterprise  has  always  furnished, 
has,  because  of  Government  menaces,  failed 
the  working-classes  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  and  hence  Government  are  compelled 
m  self-protection  to  resort  to  their  present 
policy.  This  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  why 
they  have  turned  their  backs  upon  the  policy  of 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  What  does  the  Public 
Works  Statement  say  ?  "  The  distress  during 
the  winter  —  more  particularly  in  the  large 
centres  —  has  been  exceedingly  great,  and  it 
devolved  upon  the  Government  to  meet  this 
unforeseen  difficulty."  The  position,  without 
question,  is  a  very  serious  one.  All  over  the 
colony  we  have  distress  amongst  the  unem- 
ployed. All  over  the  colony,  no  matter  in 
what  enterprise  business -men  are  engaged, 
whether  in  trade  or  in  the  occupation  of  lands, 
we  have  the  same  want  of  confidence  exhibited. 
It  is  almost  alarming  to  find  such  a  free  ex- 
pression in  this  direction,  not  only  amongst 
men  who  may  be  accused  of  a  party  bias,  but 
of  all  classes,  whether  they  support  the  Govern- 
ment or  tlie  Opposition  side  of  politics  ;  and  if 
the  Government  pursue  their  present  coarse 
there  is  no  question  that  the  position,  serious 
as  it  is,  will  be  much  more  serious  as  time 
goes  on.  I  really  hope  the  Government  will 
take  a  lesson  from  their  past  experience,  and 
abandon  the  policy  they  have  been  so  steadily 
pursuing — namely,  that  of  attacking  those  who 
have  been  foremost  in  enterprise  since  the 
foundation  of  the  colony.  The  Minister  of 
Labour  particularly  is  always  foremost  in  this 
direction,  and  has  done  enormous  injury  to 
the  colony.  The  Colonicd  Treasurer  told  the 
House  that  the  colony  is  in  excellent  condi- 
tion— that  everything  is  very  hopeful  and  in 
a  healthful  condition.  The  experience  of  every 
thoughtful  man  unfortunately  shows  the  con- 
trary to  be  the  cose.  Numbers  of  men  are  out 
of  employment  all  over  the  colony  ;  and  if  the 
Government  are  not  able  to  borrow  sufficient 
money  they  are  endeavouring  to  do  so  to  take 
up  the  unemployed,  when  private  enterprise 
ifr.  Buchanan 


should  as  heretofore  have  done  so.  It  would 
be  wrong  if  I  passed  from  this  subject  witboat 
acknowledging  that  the  Government  ace  not 
altogether  to  blame  for  this,  —  that  the  low- 
price  of  produce  has  not  been  conducive  to  the 
employment  of  labour;  that,  no  matter  what 
Government  was  in  office,  we  could  not  expect 
wages  to  be  so  high  as  they  have  been,  or  the 
labouring  -  classes  to  be  fiUly  employed;  bat 
there  is  no  question  whatever  that  the  policy  of 
the  Government  has  intensified  the  difficulty. 
The  Government  complain  that  the  leading 
men  of  the  colony  are  denouncing  them.  My 
experience  has  not  so  much  been  that  the 
leading  men  throughout  the  colony  are  de- 
nouncing the  Government,  but  that  they  are 
denouncing  the  policy  which  has  destroyed 
confidence  and  prevented  all  enterprise  from 
reaping  its  reward.  The  Statement  goes  on 
to  say  that  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the 
land  is  the  only  thing  to  bring  about  perma- 
nent prosperity.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
is  a  very  important  part  of  the  policy  of  any 
country.  But  I  am  afraid  some  of  the  so- 
called  settlement  will  not  lead  to  much  per- 
manent prosperity.  I  ask  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  for  instance,  what  about  the  special- 
settlement  system?  He  himself  has  acknow- 
ledged that  it  has  not  been  very  successfuL 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— I  never  did. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Has  not  the  honour- 
able gentleman  practically  acknowledged  the 
failure  of  the  system  by  abandoning  it?  Then, 
there  are  other  directions  in  which  he  has 
been  endeavouring  to  promote  settlement,  and 
I  for  one  am  very  far  from  contending  that 
be  lias  not  been  doing  his  best,  but  I  am 
afraid  his  efforts  have  not  been,  and  will  not 
be,  very  successful.  The  Statement  goes  on 
to  say  that  never  in  the  history  of  the  colony 
has  public  money  been  spent  to  such  an  ex- 
tent on  roads  as  compared  with  railways.  I  am 
not  permitted,  under  tbe  Standing  Orders,  to 
make  more  than  a  passing  reference  to  a  Bill 
on  the  Order  Paper.  I  refer  to  the  £618,000 
proposed  to  be  paid  as  a  subsidy  to  tbe  Mid- 
land Railway.  It  is  nothing  but  right  that 
the  Government  should  have  taken  account  of 
this  in  the  comparison  mode  between  the  ex- 
penditure on  roads  as  compared  with  that  on 
railways. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — It  is  mentioned  in  the 
Statement. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Very  well,  if  this  were 
added  to  the  amount  of  money  put  down  in 
the  railway  schedule,  what  would  become  of 
the  position  the  Premier  set  out  in  the  tables? 
The  position  would  be  altered  altogether.  It 
would  mean  something  like  the  expenditure 
of  a  million  on  railways  as  against  about  one- 
third  of  a  million  on  roads. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  is  spread  over  four 
years. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— If  the  Government  had 
only  taken  up  tbe  Manawatu  Bailway,  and 
spent  a  similar  amount  on  its  purchase,  it 
would  make  a  material  difierenoe  to  the  pro- 
sperity of  tbe  colony.  Similarly,  if  sufficient 
money  had  been  expended  to  open  the  Eketa- 
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fauna- Woodville  Section,  how  mnch  better  that 
'would  be  than  frittering  away  money  on  guoh 
laihvays  as  the  Grahamstown-Te  Ajroha  and 
-other  Beotioss  I  could  name  I  The  honour- 
able gentleman  always  harps  on  the  importance 
<it  getting  the  control  of  the  railways  for  the 
people.  Well,  the  Constrnction  Branch  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  has  always  been 
tinder  the  control  of  the  Minister ;  and  when 
we  look  at  the  allotment  of  money  year  after 
year,  and  realise  that  the  foolish  expenditure 
on  these  railway  -  works  has  meant  a  yearly 
addition  to  the  taxation  of  the  colony,  then  we 
can  say  but  very  little  in  favour  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  railways  by  the  people,  if  this  is 
to  be  an  example  of  it.  I  hope  the  control  of 
the  working  railways  by  the  people  will  not 
result  so  unfavourably.  I  fear,  myself,  that 
the  administration  by  the  Minister  will  be 
anything  but  equal  to  that  of  the  past  under 
the  Commissioners.  One  word  as  to  the 
£54,6S1  of  sinking  fund  which  the  Govem- 
luent  has  seized.  The  Treasurer  asked  me 
whether  I  would  have  the  Government  break 
the  law  by  doing  anything  else  with  this 
amount  than  what  they  had  done — namely,  to 
pass  it  into  the  Public  Works  Fund  for  ex- 
penditure. The  honourable  gentleman  knows 
very  well  that  the  Government  could  have 
used  the  sinking  fond  for  paying  off  the  loan 
to  which  it  belonged,  as  was  done  under  the 
Atkinson  Government.  That  would  not  be 
breaking  the  law.  But  no;  the  Government 
is  determined,  as  in  the  past,  to  increase  the 
net  debt  of  the  colony,  and  go  in  for  further 
borrowing.  This  can  only  result  in  increased 
taxation ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all  that 
some  friends  of  the  Government  would  be  glad 
to  levy  protective  taxation  on  the  colony. 
Kow  a  word  as  to  the  co-operative  system. 
The- honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  co- 
operative system  has  given  satisfactory  results. 
I  have  never  condemned  that  system  ba  a  sys- 
tem. I  believe  it  to  be  a  perfectly  sound  one 
under  certain  conditions.  Every  settler  in  the 
country  is  accustomed  to  employ  labour  on 
small  contracts  under  the  co-operative  system ; 
but  I  have  always  denied  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  do  so  on  a  large  scale,  except  at 
a  great  disadvantage.  I  defy  any  Minister,  no 
matter  how  careful  he  may  be,  to  control  the 
system  effectively,  as  the  conditions  are  such 
that  he  cannot  efficiently  do  so.  We  have 
only  to  look  at  the  expenditure  that  has  taken 
place  during  the  recess  in  connection  with 
these  buildings.  I  visit  Wellington  occasion- 
ally to  attend  to  business  of  various  descrip- 
tions, and  I  had  a  look  at  these  buildings 
during  the  time  the  alterations  were  being 
■carried  on. 

Mr.  SBDDON. — It  was  done  on  wages,  not 
-on  the  co-operative  system  at  all. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  had  to  do  with 
the  carrying-out  of  various  descriptions  of  work 
in  the  colony  during  nearly  forty  years  past, 
and  I  never  witnessed  such  waste  of  labour. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  further  about 
the  Public  Works  Statement.  I  suppose  the 
•Government  will  force  it  through,  bat  I  regret 


very  much  indeed  that  the  Government  hag 
determined  to  borrow  these  large  sums  of 
money.  I  am  certain  that  before  long  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony  will  feel  the  effect  of  it 
severely.     But  I  can  only  enter  my  protest. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— I  have  a  considetable 
amount  of  diffidence  in  getting  up  to  make 
anything  like  a  fair  speech  at  this  hour  of  the 
morning,  and  especially  after  the  speech  we 
have  just  heard  from  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  I  am  sure,  knowing 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  I  do,  and  knowing 
what  we  are  used  to  hearing  from  him  on  an 
important  occasion  like  this,  that  his  speech 
shows  clearly  to  me  and  to  the  House  that  he 
has  really  very  little  to  find  fault  with  in  the 
Statement  we  are  now  discussing  when  he  con- 
fines himself  to  the  remarks  he  has  made  to- 
night. I  suppose  it  was  merely  to  keep  up  his 
reputation  that  he  would  not  allow  such  Em 
important  document  to  pass  through  the  House 
without  making  some  remarks,  and  this  was 
really  the  reason  why  he  got  up  to  speak  at  all. 
First  of  all  he  referred  to  the  bringing-down  of 
the  estimates  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the  session 
as  we  have  done  this  year.  Now,  the  reason 
was  exactly  stated  by  my  colleague  when  he 
said  that  we  did  not  know  until  our  policy  Bills 
passed  the  House  what  amount  of  money  we 
were  likely  to  have,  and,  if  we  had  prepared  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  brought  down  these 
estimates  before  those  Bills  were  through,  then 
perhaps  we  should  have  found  ourselves  short 
by  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  the  amount  we 
required  for  these  estimates.  We  bad  to  wait 
until  such  time  as  the  House  passed  our  policy 
Bills  before  we  could  frame  the  Public  Works 
Statement  or  the  estimates.  Who  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  those  Bills  not  being  intro- 
duced at  an  earlier  stage,  and  not  being  passed 
through  the  House  at  an  earlier  stage  ?  I  ven- 
ture to  say  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it ;  and  when  he  ac- 
cuses the  members  of  the  Government,  and  the 
party  who  support  them  in  this  House,  with 
not  being  prepared  to  discuss  measures  in  this 
House,  I  think  I  may  say  that  from  the  very 
first  day  of  the  session  we  were  able  to  find 
work  every  night  for  the  House,  until  mem- 
bers cried  out,  "  Let  us  get  home."  Were 
we  not  accused  of  driving  the  business  too  fast, 
of  keeping  members  here  too  late  at  night,  and 
of  forcing  measure  after  measure  upon  them 
without  giving  sufficient  time  to  consider 
them  ?  And  now  at  this  stage  we  are  told 
we  had  not  the  business  ready.  I  say  we  had 
any  amount  of  business  ready,  and  sufficient 
to  keep  us  going  until  Christmas  if  members 
are  prepared  to  stop  and  do  it,  and  business, 
Sir,  that  I  venture  to  say  would  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  colony.  We  have  arrived  now  at 
a  stage  of  the  session,  as  we  always  do,  when 
it  comes  to  near  the  sheep-sheariog  time,  when 
certain  honourable  members  are  most  anxious 
to  get  back  to  their  homes  and  their  big 
estates. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— And  litUe  ones  too. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— They  all  want  to  go 
home.    That  is  quite  right ;  and  I  venture  to 
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Bay  that  these  honourable  gentlemen—  the  wool- 
kings  in  the  House — are  most  anxious  to  go 
home,  because  it  is  coming  to  that  stage  when 
all  their  preparations  have  to  be  made  for  the 
sheep-ahearing,  and  they  have  to  see  that  every- 
thing is  ready,  and  gathered  together  for  the 
harvest  vrhich  they  expect  it  to  bring  in  to 
them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  wUl  stop  until  Christ- 
mas, if  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— If  you  are  prepared  to 
stop  until  Christmas,  and  if  you  are  prepared 
to  get  a  majority  of  the  members  to  stay 
until  then,  we  can  find  you  enough  business 
to  do.  My  colleague  here  suggests  certain  rea- 
sons which  I  believe  would  induce  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  stop  in  Wellington  on  the 
present  occasion.  However,  I  am  not  going  to 
say  anything  about  that.  Let  us  come  to  the 
question  of  borrowing.  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  that  because  several  of  the  mem- 
bers who  spoke  on  this  subject  to-night — and 
not  only  to-night,  but  on  mcuay  previous  occa- 
sions during  the  present  session — have  accused 
the  Government  of  borrowing,  and  have  been 
accusing  the  Qovemment  of  trying  to  expend 
too  much  money  in  opening  up  the  lands  of  the 
colony,  and  we  are  continually  being  told  that 
the  colony  cannot  afiord  to  make  this  expendi- 
ture. I  ask  honourable  members,  are  we  going 
to  stop  the  progress  of  colonisation  in  this 
countiy  or  are  we  not  ?  If  we  are  not  going  to 
stop  the  colonisation  of  the  colony,  then  we 
must  have  the  means  of  pushing  on  this  colo- 
nisation, and,  if  we  stop  short  even  for  one  year 
in  the  progress  which  we  think  should  be  made 
in  connection  with  the  opening-up  of  the  lands 
of  the  colony  for  settlement,  that  will  be  a  retro- 
grade step,  and  a  young  colony  like  this  should 
never  think  of  doing  that.  And  I  say  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  say  that  the 
colony  cannot  afford  to  borrow  money  to  be 
expended  in  opening  up  its  own  lands  for 
settlement  purposes  so  as  to  enable  the  people 
of  this  colony  to  get  homes  for  themselves 
and  to  become  producers,  thus  adding  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  ought  to  be'  able  to 
come  to  this  House  and  show  that  they  have 
a  policy  by  which  that  work  can  be  done. 
If  their  policy  proved  to  bo  such  that  the 
people  of  the  colony  could  approve  of  it, 
then  the  colony  would  very  soon  put  them  on 
these  benches  to  carry  out  that  policy ;  and 
when  they  condemn  the  policy  the  present 
Government  are  now  carrying  on,  and  have 
been  carrying  on  since  they  came  into  office, 
then,  I  say,  they  should  be  prepared  to  sub- 
stitute something  better  in  its  place.  It  is  very 
easy  pulling  down,  but  it  is  a  different  matter 
altogether  to  build  up,  and  those  who  are  so 
continually  preaching  that  the  policy  of  the 
present  Oovemmeut  is  ruining  the  colony 
ought  to  show  to  the  House  and  to  the  colony 
how  they  are  prepared  to  carry  on  the  progress 
of  the  country,  and,  if  they  can  show  a  better 
policy,  I  have  no  doubt  the  country  will  take 
them  up.  I  should  like  to  know  how  we  are  to 
open  up  the  country  without  roads  and  bridges. 
It  is  impossible  to  put  people  on  the  land 
Mr.  J.  McKeruic 


without  them.  You  may  open  up  the  conntty 
on  maps  and  on  paper — but  if  you  do  it  foe 
settlement  purposes,  and  in  order  to  induc« 
people  to  go  upon  the  land,  and  if  you  want  to 
keep  them  there,  you  must  give  them  access 
to  the  country,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  get 
their  produce  away  from  it  to  the  market, 
before  you  are  able  to  make  good  settlers  of 
them.  Is  the  honourable  member  prepared  to 
show  me  how  he  is  to  get  land  for  settlement? 
Is  it  not  necessary  in  the  North  Island  to  buy 
land  from  the  Natives  before  you  can  get  it  lor 
Europeans  to  settle  upon  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIB.— I  hear  "No,"  Sir. 
Well,  I  suppose  the  honourable  gentleman's 
meaning  is  that  the  Natives  should  be  asked  to 
lease  their  land,  and  that  the  colony  ehonld 
not  buy  it.  What  would  be  the  result  ?  Are 
the  Natives  'in  this  colony  prepared  to  survey 
their  own  land,  to  road  it,  and  offer  it  to  the 
settlers  ?  I  know  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  do.  He  would  ask  the  Natives  to 
lease  their  land  to  Europeans,  and  the  colony 
would  have  to  survey  and  road  it  and  get  the 
settlers  to  pay  eventually  for  doing  this.  Such 
a  policy  as  that  is  not  a  policy  the  people  would 
stand  for  one  moment. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.- Who  has  proposed  such  a 
policy  ? 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE. — ^I  say  no  one  proposes 
it ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  says  we 
should  not  buy  Native  land  for  settlement 
purpoHes,  and  I  am  supposing  the  only  policy 
in  that  case  would  be  to  get  the  Natives  to 
lease  their  land.  Now,  I  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  we  shall  have  to  buy  Native 
land  from  year  to  year  for  the  purposes  of 
settlement  in  the  North  Island;  and  also  in 
the  same  way  we  shall  have  to  repurchase 
some  of  the  estates  in  the  South  Island,  which 
we  intend  to  purchase  and  cut  up  under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  keep  sufficient  land  for  settlement  for  the 
young  colonists  of  New  Zealand.  I  heard 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  ask 
to-night  how  we  were  going  to  find  the  interest 
if  we  borrowed  any  more  money.  I  stated  then 
that  we  could  do  it  by  increasing  our  popula- 
tion. And  if  we  are  not  going  to  keep  oar 
young  population  that  is  growing  up  in  New 
Zealand,  what  is  to  become  of  the  colony  ? 
Are  we  going  to  send  them  to  the  other  colo- 
nies to  get  land  to  settle  upon  when  we  have 
sufficient  land  to  give  them  ourselves?  Not 
at  all. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Do  you  not  know  that 
we  have  more  settlement  here  than  in  any 
other  colony  in  Australasia? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  should  not  take 
a  pattern  from  the  other  colonies,  because  I 
venture  to  say  that  they  are  far  behind  in  the 
way  of  settlement.  When  I  was  there  some 
eight  years  ago  they  were  mere  wildernesses, 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  country  districts.  Our 
people  will  not  go  there  if  they  can  help  it, 
for  there  is  better  land  in  New  Zealand  ;  but  if 
your  policy  were  carried  out  you  would  force 
them  to  go,  because  they  would  have  nothiag. 
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to  keep  theip  hare.  I  uy,  without  feai  of 
oontradiction,  we  have  in  this  colony  a  large 
number  of  settlers'  sons  growing  up  who  are 
ready  to  go  on  the  land,  and  these  are  the  very 
olass  to  place  on  the  land,  and  to  encourage  to 
go  on  the  land  and  carry  on  the  work  of  colo- 
nisation. If  we  do  that  our  producing-power 
Trill  from  year  to  year  be  getting  better,  and  we 
shall  be  in  a  better  position  to  pay  interest  on 
our  debt.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
'Wairarapa  stated  that  I  had  acknowledged  that 
my  fecial  settlements  were  a  failure.  I  never 
acknowledged  anything  of  the  sort.  I  never 
acknowledged  any  of  the  special  settlements 
were  a  failure.  Some  years  ago  members  of 
the  House,  when  I  brought  down  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  special  settlers  for  whom  land 
was  provided,  because  they  did  not  find  that 
all  the  men  included  in  the  return  were  on  the 
land,  said  the  whole  thing  was  a  failure — that 
it  was  a  paper  settlement ;  and  we  had  speech 
after  speech  delivered  from  those  benches  to 
ondeavonr  to  show  it  was  a  failure.  Where 
is  the  failure?  Those  honourable  gentlemen 
repeated  the  thing  so  often  that  they  were 
actually  beginning  to  believe  much  of  the 
state  of  things  which  they  raised  in  their  own 
imagination  was  true.  I  stated  on  that  occa- 
sion, in  my  place  here,  that  no  doubt  in  these 
special-settlement  associations  there  was  a  cer- 
tain number  of  persons  among  them  who  would 
not  be  good  settlers,  and  were  not  going  to  take 
up  the  land  when  the  time  came  for  them  to 
do  so ;  and  that  has  turned  out  to  be  quite 
ootreot.  There  was  a  percentage  of  tnese 
people  who  were  only  speculators ;  but  we  have 
been  able  to  weed  them  out ;  and  I  may  tell 
the  House  this :  that  almost  every  one  of  these 
speculators  in  any  of  these  associations  has 
been  weeded  out,  and  the  sections  set  aside  for 
them  have  immediately  been  taken  up  by  other 
12  30  P^P^B-  '^^'^  being  the  case,  I  do  not 
'  '  think  it  can  be  said  that  special  settle- 
ments have  been  a  failure.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  I  have  stopped  special 
settlements.  I  have  not  stopped  them  alto- 
gether, but  I  have  checked  them,  and  for  this 
reason  :  that  I  have  not  land  to  give  them.  I 
venture  to  say  that  I  could  get  twenty  special 
settlements  if  I  had  sufficient  land  to  offer 
them.  We  have  not  got  the  land,  and  that  is 
one  reason  why  we  want  to  get  land  for  these 
special  settlements.  We  were  also  accused  of 
destroying  confidence  in  this  country.  We 
have  not  destroyed  confidence  in  the  country. 
It  is  true  there  are  a  few  people  in  the  country 
— ^very  few,  I  may  say — who  go  about  crying 
down  the  colony,  and  crying  down  the  present 
Government,  and  saying  it  is  destroying  con- 
fidence in  the  country ;  but  I  think  it  will  take 
a  great  deal  more  to  show  that  that  is  correct. 
What  is  destroying  confidence  in  the  country 
is  the  financial  institutions,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  conducted  their  business 
for  years  past.  I  refer  to  such  institutions  as 
the  firm  of  Harper  and  Co.,  Ghristohuroh,  and 
the  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company, 
and  the  Australian  banks.  These  are  the  in- 
stitutions that  are  destroying  confidence  in  the 


country.  If  yon  go  and  get  information  from 
Home,  is  it  the  colony  that  is  spoken  against  ? 
Have  our  bonds  gone  down  in  the  Home- 
market?  Not  at  all.  Our  bonds  are  higher 
than  they  ever  were  before ;  but  where  are  the 
shares  in  these  financial  institutions  which  X 
have  referred  to  ?  What  had  this  Grovernment 
to  do  with  the  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency 
Company  coming  down?  It  was  walking  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice  before  we  took  office. 
How  could  we  destroy  confidence  in  that  firm  ? 
How  could  we  prevent  such  a  thing  as  the  firm 
of  Harper  and  Co.  coming  to  grief,  seeing  that 
the  losses  of  that  firm  were  vaade  long  before 
we  came  into  office  ?  I  might  go  into  the 
question  of  the  Australian  banks,  and  show 
how  they  came  down  last  year.  What  was  the 
result  of  that?  All  their  branches  in  this 
colony  put  the  screw  on,  and  commenced  to 
pull  in.  We  have  that  in  evidence  before  a 
Committee  of  this  House — that  advances  were 
called  in  in  order  to  send  money  over  to  the 
other  side  to  support  rotten  institutions  over 
there.  That  is  what  has  destroyed  confidence, 
and  that  is  what  has  reduced  the  wages-money 
used  in  this  country ;  and  if  the  Qovemment 
had  not  come  to  the  rescue,  and  assisted  to 
find  work  for  the  people,  what  would  have  been 
the  consequences  ?  There  would  have  been 
great  trouble  and  distress.  I  dare  say  that 
might  have  suited  some  people,  because  they 
would  then  have  got  the  working -people  to 
work  for  starvation  wages. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb.— Oh  1 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Yes ;  I  can  point  to  a 
case  where  the  president  of  an  institution  in 
London  stated  that  he  could  not  hold  out  any 
hopes  to  his  company  that  the  company  could 
pay  more  than  15  per  cent,  until  the  wages 
came  down  in  New  Zealand.  They  were  not 
satisfied  with  15  per  cent.,  but  the  wages  must 
come  down  in  New  Zealand,  so  that  something 
more  could  be  dragged  out  of  this  colony  to  pay 
speculators  in  the  Old  Country  who  send  their 
money  out  here.  I  can  point  it  out  in  black 
and  white,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks 
that  I  am  saying  what  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— It  would  not  be  fair  to 
accuse  the  settlers  of  this  colony  because  a 
single  individual  in  London  happens  to  say 
that. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  do  not  want  to 
allege  anything  with  regard  to  the  settlers 
of  this  country — I  mean  such  settlers  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  them.  The  gentlemen  who  improve 
their  estates,  who  spend  their  money  in  the 
country  and  employ  people — I  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  them;  but  I  have  fault  to  find 
with  those  large  companies  which  send  out 
money  here,  and  which  get  certain  people  here 
under  their  thumb,  so  that  those  persons  be- 
come nothing  more  than  managers  of  their 
stations :  when  they  do  that  it  is  they  who  do 
the  grinding  business  in  New  Zealand.  I  think, 
when  we  are  accused  of  having  a  large  num- 
ber of  unemployed  in  this  country,  we  ought 
to  look  at  the  past  as  well  as  the  present.  I 
remember  a  time  when  we  had  large  sums  of 
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money  being  spent — three  times  the  amoant  of 
money  'which  ia  being  spent  now — and  still  we 
had  unemployed  amongst  us,  and  this  House 
had  to  find  large  sums  of  money  year  after  year 
for  the  unemployed.  I  venture  to  say  that  we 
have  had  fewer  unemployed  during  the  last 
winter  than  we  have  had  on  many  occasions 
when  there  were  very  large  sums  of  public 
money  being  spent  by  the  Government  on  con- 
tracts. When  we  come  to  the  question  of  the 
co-operative  system  of  work  it  is  said  that  there 
is  a  great  desj  of  waste,  and  all  sorts  of  things 
are  brought  up  against  the  Government  in 
connection  with  that  system,  but  not  one  word 
is  said  about  the  fact  that  we  have  not  such 
a  thing  as  a  wealthy  contractor  now  in  the 
colony.  What  has  become  of  those  contractors 
who  made  their  thousands  per  annum  in  this 
colony  ?  Since  we  stopped  the  contract  system 
and  started  the  co-operative  system  they  have 
left  the  colony  and  gone  to  other  countries  where 
they  can  make  big  profits.  If  a  few  co-opera- 
tive-works men  make  6d.  a  day  more  than  some 
people  think  fair  wages,  it  is  said  that  there  is 
waste.  How  can  there  be  waste  when  these 
co-operative  works  are  carried  out  under  the 
present  system  ?  The  men  are  paid  in  accord- 
ance with  the  amount  of  work  they  do.  Occa- 
sionally: some  of  these  men,  by  working  very 
hard,  may  have  pay-sheets  which  show  that 
they  have  made  pretty  fair  wages,  but  it  oannot 
be  said  that  the  system  is  extravagant  in  any 
way.  Not  one  word  is  said  about  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  system  of  the  past,  and  the  large 
profits  made  by  the  big  contractors.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  railways. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  control  of  the  rail- 
ways being  handed  back  to  the  colony  will  not 
be  satisfactory.  I  would  ask  tiim  and  other 
honourable  members  if  the  system  of  railway- 
mauEigement  under  the  Commissioners  has 
given  satisfaction  to  the  settlers  of  Kew  Zea- 
Isind.  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  find  many 
settlers  in  New  Zealand  who,  if  they  give 
a  straightforward  opinion,  will  tell  you  that 
they  have  found  fault  from  time  to  time  with 
the  Commissioners.  Have  not  members  of 
this  House  who  represent  country  districts  re- 
ceived letters  from  time  to  time  complaining 
of  the  management  of  the  railways  ?  I,  my- 
self, have  received  hundreds  of  such  letters 
since  I  have  become  a  Minister.  You  cannot 
make  large  numbers  of  the  settlers  believe 
hut  that  the  Government  control  the  Com- 
missioners. They  will  insist  on  sending  their 
complaints  to  the  Government,  saying  that  the 
railways  are  Government  railways,  and  there- 
fore Government  has  control  over  them.  I 
know  what  I  thought  when  the  House  handed 
over  the  railways  to  the  Commissioners. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Did  you  not  vote  for  it 
yourself  ? 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— I  voted  for  it.  I  win 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  why.  I  have 
stated  it  twice  already,  but  will  do  so  again. 
I  was  satisfied,  myself,  that  the  railways  would 
never  be  managed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
settlers  so  long  as  Mr.  Maxwell  was  at  the 
head  of  the  department,  and  I  voted  to  take 
Mr.  J.  McKemie 


the  railways  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Maxwell. 
To  my  disgust,  I  found  that  the  very  gentle- 
man whom  I  and  others  voted  to  get  rid  of 
was  made  one  of  the  Commissioners.  Whan 
that  was  done  I  lost  all  confidence  in  tb« 
railways  being  well  managed  as  long  as  they 
were  under  his  control.  No  doubt  Mr.  Max- 
well is  an  able  engineer,  but  he  is  a  man  quite 
unsuitable  for  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways. He  has  no  sympathy  with  the  settlers. 
He  looked  upon  the  settlers  as  machines  to 
have  as  much  money  dragged  out  of  the&  as 
possible.  He  did  not  care  one  straw  what 
the  results  might  be  to  the  settlers  them- 
selves, so  long  as  he  could  make  the  railways 
pay.  I  think  the  last  election  proved  beyond 
doubt  that  the  settlers  were  of  that  opinion. 
I  recollect  the  question  being  brought  up  by  a 
certain  number  of  busybodies  who  called  them- 
selves Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  by  other 
similar  associations — by  numbers  of  wealthy 
agents  and  the  representatives  of  large  estates. 
These  people  sent  a  circular  round  to  certain 
people  asking  their  opinions  with  regard  to 
railway  management.  They  sent  circulars  to 
those  people  who  they  knew  perfectly  well 
would  give  a  reply  of  the  kind  which  they  de- 
sired, and  they  published  those  replies  in  the 
Press.  But  hundreds  of  settlers  who  had  as 
much  right  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter  never 
saw  that  circular,  and  knew  nothing  about  it. 
I  should  like  to  know  if  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Dunedin  represents  the  settlers  of  the 
country.  That  body  consists  of  a  few  people 
in  Bond  Street,  who  hate  the  present  Govern- 
ment as  much  as  any  class  of  men  can  hate 
another  class.  And  why?  Because  the  pre- 
sent Government  is  not  carrying  out  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country  to  weir  satisfac- 
tion— that  is,  to  suit  their  pockets.  I  could 
take  these  gentlemen  one  after  another  and  I 
could  show  that  they  are  men  whom  no  one 
has  any  confidence  in  in  matters  afEecting  the 
welfare  of  the  country  settlers.  They  simply 
pay  their  guinea  and  become  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  They  meet  in  con- 
clave, and  anything  done  by  the  Government 
which  is  not  exactly  to  their  own  liking,  or 
which  does  not  suit  their  own  special  busi- 
ness, must  be  wrong,  in  their  opinion.  They 
wore  prepared,  of  course,  to  approve  of  the 
railway  -  management  of  the  Commissioners. 
Now,  we  are  told  that  new  taxation  will  be 
necessary.  We  have  been  told  two  or  three 
times  to-night  that  if  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  is  carried  out  new  taxation 
will  be  necessary.  There  is  no  reeison  to  sup- 
pose that  new  taxation  will  be  necessary — 
none  whatsoever.  I  have  no  doubt  this  cry 
is  got  up  as  one  of  those  cries  which  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  do  get  up  occasionally 
for  the  purpose  of  tickling  the  ears  of  certain 
people.  We  have  heard  them  during  the  last 
four  years,  from  that  side  of  the  House,  getting 
up  some  new  cry  which  they  think  will  taka 
with  the  people  they  think  they  represent. 
But  at  the  close  of  the  previous  three  years, 
when  we  went  to  the  people  the  gentlemen 
of  that  party  found  that  their  cries  did  not  taka 
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with  the  people.  I  understand  that  their  next 
ory  is  to  be  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is  bound  to  bring  about  increased  taxation. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  prophecies  in  this 
case  will  be  just  about  as  true  as  the  pro- 
phecies which  have  been  made  in  the  post  by 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  Now,  Sir, 
one  word  with  regard  to  the  Cheviot  Bstate, 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
larapa.  The  honourable  member  went  down 
there  and  saw  the  Cheviot  Estate,  and  came 
to  a  certain  conclusion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  referred  to  the  co- 
operative works  there. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Now  I  come  to  the 
public-works  estimates,  and  I  suppose  I  know 
more  about  them  than  any  other  member  in 
this  House,  because  I  had  to  do  with  putting 
them  together.  I  find  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  made  a  very  glaring  mistake. 
He  calculated  up  these  estimates,  and  pointed 
out  that  they  did  not  tally.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  in  his  place,  but  some  honour- 
able member  may  tell  him  how  he  muddled  up 
this  matter  and  made  the  mistake  he  did.  But 
honourable  members  must  see  that  this  year 
we  have  got  anew  source  of  money,  from  which 
we  have  provided  for  roods,  and  that  is  the 
£150,000  taken  from  the  £250,000  for  roads  and 
bridges  and  improving  lands.  A  large  number 
of  the  votes  of  last  year  had  to  be  transferred 
to  that  vote,  and  carried  with  them  the  lia- 
bilities against  the  votes  of  last  year  out  of 
another  sum  altogether,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  only  put  two  and  two  together 
he  would  find  these  figures  would  come  out 
correct.  But  it  is  one  of  those  catches  which, 
no  doubt,  a  clever,  able,  and  astute  lawyer  saw 
gave  a  chance  of  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
honourable  members  because  the  figures  did  not 
tally.  But  if  any  honourable  member  will  take 
these  new  votes  from  the  Lands  Improvement 
Account  and  compare  them  with  the  votes  of 
last  year  from  a  difierent  source,  and  carry 
forward  the  liabilities  on  one  and  the  other, 
he  will  find  the  figures  will  come  out  correct. 
"With  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  required 
for  roads  and  bridges,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  we  cetn  spend  within  the  next 
two  years  twice  the  amount  the  Government 
have  taken  for  the  purpose,  and  that  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  But  we  thought,  in 
bringing  down  our  poUcy,  to  do  with  as  little 
money  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
meet  woat  are  actually  the  requirements  of  the 
country;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  any  honour- 
able member  who  travels  the  country  between 
the  Waaganui  River  and  the  Rangitikei,  from 
Pipirik:  to  Hunterville,  will  admit  that  during 
the  time  we  have  been  in  office  even  there  we 
have  opened  up  thousands  of  acres  of  good 
country  by  making  roads  and  bridges,  which 
country  woald  be  a  barren  wilderness  for  years 
and  yeurs  to  come  had  the  Government  not 
made  that  expenditure  and  carried  out  those 

Mr.'  COLLINS.— I  should  like,  first  of  all, 
briefly  to  refer  to  a  statement  made  repeatedly 
to-uigbt,  and  which  is  a  repetition  of  state- 


ments previously  made,  that  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government  is  a  distinct  departure 
from  the  policy  laid  down  by  the  late  Premier, 
Mr.  Ballance.  In  the  conclusion  of  the  Public 
Works  Statement  of  1891  paragraphs  occur  to 
this  effect : — 

"  After  having  enumerated  the  various  rail- 
way and  other  works  upon  which  we  purpose 
to  expend  the  moneys  available,  I  feel  certain 
that  I  have  not  given  satisfaction,  but  that  the 
dissatisfaction  will  have  arisen  not  so  much 
from  the  manner  of  the  distribution  as  from 
the  fact  that  the  moneys  available  are  so  small 
and  the  wants  so  great. 

"  However,  the  amounts  now  proposed  to  be 
appropriated  must  be  regarded  as  merely  in- 
stalments on  account;  and  as  moneys  axe  from 
time  to  time  available,  from  the  conversion  of 
our  loans  and  other  sources,  so  our  public  works 
can  be  extended  and  completed." 

Now,  Sir,  the  Public  Works  Statement  before 
the  House  at  the  present  time  is  in  distinct 
accordance  with  the  pronuses  made  in  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Public  Works  Statement  of  1891, 
which  Statement  was  drawn  up  by  and  was 
the  Statement  of  the  late  Premier,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ballance.  I  think  that  reference  to  the 
Statement  oonclusively  proves  that  the  public- 
works  policy  of  1894  is  a  distinct  fulfilment 
of  the  promises  made  and  the  policy  fore- 
shadowed by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  We  can 
dismiss,  then,  the  statement  that  the  policy 
of  the  present  Goveriunent  is  not  in  accord 
with  that  of  the  previous  Liberal  Administra- 
tion. I  have  listened  to  the  opposition  to  the 
Public  Works  Statement  to-night,  and  I  must 
confess  I  have  been  somewhat  amazed  and 
somewhat  amused.  The  tone  of  the  Oppo- 
sition is  so  distinctly  different  from  what  it 
has  been  on  any  other  occasion.  As  a  rule, 
one  listens  to  the  speeches  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  with  a  very 
considerable  degree  of  pleasure,  if  only  because 
of  the  amount  of  animation  they  manage  to  put 
into  their  speeches.  Although  one  may  differ 
from  them,  there  is  always  a  feeling  that  they 
are  intensely  in  earnest,  and  are  taking  a  lively 
interest  in  what  they  are  saying.  And  one 
expects  something  bright,  telling,  and  cutting 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  when 
he  rises  to  address  the  House.  But  the 
speeches  of  the  Opposition  to-night  have  been 
dreary,  dismal,  and  doleful  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  themselves  felt  the  case 
they  had  undertaken  was  an  exceedingly  hard 
and  exceedingly  bad  one.  They  could  not  with 
any  satisfaction  to  themselves — with  any  hope 
of  success  to  themselves— prove  what  they  had 
undertaken  to  show.  They  felt  conclusively 
they  could  not  possibly  stir  the  people  to  the 
belief  they  desired  to  inspire  them  with — 
namely,  that  the  policy  was  not  one  the  Go- 
vernment should  pursue,  and  that  it  was  not 
in  the  distinct  interest  of  the  country.  As 
I  listened  to  their  speeches  that  dissatisfac- 
tion was  explained  when  a  thought  struck  me, 
and  if  I  might  borrow  the  lines  from  the  poet 
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Dryden,  whom  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  is  very  fond  of  quoting,  I  would 
say,— 

When  interest  fortiflefl  an  arcnmpnt. 

Weak  reason  serves  to  gala  tbo  will's  assent. 

For  uiiuUs  already  warped  are  easy  bent. 

I  do  not  mean  by  these  lines  to  suggest  that 
there  was  any  individual  interest  of  a  personal 
character  ou  the  part  of  the  members  of  tlie 
Opposition,  but  I  think  there  was  a  political 
interest  they  desired  to  serve,  and  that  their 
minds  were  warped  by  political  bias  and  inter- 
est— chat  they  were  desiring  to  make  out  a  bad 
case  simply  because  of  that  political  bias,  not 
because  they  bad  anything  to  gain  by  opposi- 
tion. I  think  the  opposition  was  purely  politi- 
cal. We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again 
to-night  in  dismal  tones  that  the  policy  is  a 
policy  of  disaster :  indeed,  we  have  been  told 
that  it  is  going  to  plunge  the  country  into 
irretrievable  disaster  and  ruin,  and  the  prophet 
of  disaster,  "  the  prophet  of  lamentation,"  has 
himself  been  mentioned.  I  think  the  prophet 
of  lamentation  was  Jeremiah,  and,  if  that  be  so, 
there  is  more  than  one  political  Jeremiah  in 
this  House.  I  venture  to  paraphrase  just  one 
or  two  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Opposition  that  sometimes 
prophets  prophesy  falsely :  the  people  sufier  by 
their  moans,  and  the  Opposition  love  to  have  it 
so.  It  appears  to  me  these  prophecies  of  evil 
are  especially  unjustifiable ;  but  so  repeatedly 
have  the  statements  made  by  the  Opposition 
been  replied  to  there  is  no  reason  that  I  should 
do  other  than  simply  protest  against  this  re- 
peated declamation  and  detraction  from  the 
position  of  the  country  by  gentlemen  occu- 
pjring  the  Opposition  bencbes.  These  state- 
ments have  been  made,  not  because  they  are 
accurate,  or  would  conduce  to  any  good,  but 
simply  because  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  make  them  are  in  opposition,  and,  being 
in  opposition,  they  think  it  is  their  duty 
to  say  something  in  opposition  to  the  policy 
initiated  by  the  present  Government.  I  think, 
to  honourable  members  who  listened  some 
months  ago  and  agreed  to  the  policy  fore- 
shadowed in  the  Financial  Statement,  the 
Public  Works  Statement  must  give  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  satisfaction,  and  it  must 
give  that  because,  I  feel  convinced,  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  means  a  continuance  of 
that  policy  which  will  lead  to  the  fuller,  the 
much  fuller,  development  of  the  country's  re- 
sources ;  and,  leading  to  that,  will  insure  that 
employment  to  the  people  which  will,  before 
long,  eventuate  in  a  very  considerable  enlarge- 
ment of  the  colony's  resources.  I  look  over 
the  Public  Works  Statement  and  see  matters 
in  it  which  give  rise  to  every  feeling  of  gratifi- 
cation. I  know,  in  reference  to  co-operative 
works,  that  they  have  proved  a  benefit  and 
extensive  blessing  to  the  people  of  the  country. 
Although  one  honourable  member  from  our  side 
of  the  House  has  referred  to  the  comparatively 
small  wages  paid  on  co-operative  works,  still 
it  is  infinitely  better  that  the  men  should  be 
engaged  in  work  of  this  character  at  a  small 
wage  than  that  they  should  be  recipients  of 
Mr.  CoUint 


charity  from  benevolent  institutions.  It  is 
infinitely  better  that  they  should  be  em- 
ployed at  a  small  wage  than  that  they  should 
supplicate  benevolent  institutions  for  the 
miserable  dole  of  Is.  9d.  a  week.  The  money 
that  they  earned  on  these  co-operative  worloi 
they  got  honestly,  manfully,  and  without  any 
loss  of  dignity.  The  Government  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  having  expended  £157,980  ou  the 
co-operative  works  connected  with  the  Publio 
Works  and  Lands  Departments.  Then,  Sir,  I 
feel  that  another  matter  for  congratolation  ia 
that  1,402  miles  of  road  have  been  constructed 
and  maintained  during  the  past  year.  Kow, 
nothing  can  be  more  desirable.  The  honour- 
able membeir  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stoat) 
pointed  out  that  £360,000  in  the  public-works 
estimates  were  set  aside  for  the  making  of 
publio  roads.  Could  anything  be  more  desir- 
abre  than  that  our  country  should  be  effectually 
opened  up  by  public  roads  ?  As  has  been  ssiid 
over  and  over  again  to-night,  if  these  roads  are 
to  be  made  the  moneys  must  be  forthcoming, 
and  the  £360,000  could  be  spent  in  no  better 
direction  than  in  opening  np  public  roads.  We 
have  already  determined  that  Native  lands 
shall  be  purchased  for  settlement  purposes; 
and  when  the  House  remembers  that  there  Skre 
ten  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives,  and  at  least  some  millions  of  these 
acres  that  ought  to  be  brought  into  cultivation, 
then  the  sooner  these  millions  are  opened  up 
by  the  moneys  provided  in  the  public-works 
estimates  the  better  it  will  be  for  this  country. 
I  view  the  co-operative  works,  the  opening-np 
of  public  works,  and  the  money  set  aside  for 
these  purposes  with  a  very  considerable  degree 
of  satisfaction.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
I  should  like,  just  very  briefly,  to  refer.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  suggested 
that  the  co-operative  works  had  really  been  a 
piece  of  political  dodgery — that  the  Qovem- 
ment  had,  previous  to  the  election,  veiy  con- 
siderably augmented  the  number  of  these  en- 
gaged in  the  co-operative  works ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  impossible  to  regard  it  as 
a  piece  of  political  business.  What  advantage 
would  it  be  to  the  Govertmient  to  send  \  great 
number  of  men  to  the  places  where  co-operative 
works  were  chiefly  in  vogue — Catlin's  River, 
the  Cheviot,  and  Taranaki  ?  The  greater  num- 
ber sent  there  were  from  the  larger  cities. 
Christchurch  contributed  a  large  ntmj>er  for 
Catlin's  Biver  and  the  Cheviot, -and  Z  know 
that  some  batches  were  sent  into  the  Tuanaki 
District.  But  how  could  these  people  assist 
the  Government?  They  were  practicaly  sent 
away  from  the  districts  where  theil  votes 
would  otherwise  have  been  available,  and  two 
out  of  the  three  districts  into  which  thiy  were 
sent  returned  Conservative  members  to  this 
House.  So  the  statement  that  it  was  a  poli- 
tical dodge,  or  that  it  was  done  for  plitical 
purposes,  is  a  statement  wide  of  the  mark. 
Leaving  co-operative  works,  there  is  on»  other 
matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer  tefore  I 
sit  down,  and  that  is  the  question  of  tie  rail- 
vrays.  The  Minister  says  it  vill  be 
necessary  to  insist  upon  firnuess  in 
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reristing  unreasonable  demanda  for  the  redno- 
tion  of  tariffs  and  also  foi  the  redaction  of  rail- 
^vay-fares.  I  quite  agree  that  it  is  necessary  at 
aU  times  to  resist  with  firmness  unreasonable 
demands  of  any  kind,  but  I  should  like  to 
suggest  to  the  Minister  that  it  is  not  unreason- 
able to  expect  that  there  shall  be  very  consider- 
able alterations  in  our  railway  tariffs.  There 
are  anomalies  in  our  tariffs  which  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  railway  itself ;  and  I  am 
sura  that  there  are  certain  anomalies  with  re- 
gard to  passenger-fares  which  could  be  dealt 
with  without  the  slightest  possibility  of  affect- 
ing in  any  way  the  aggregate  amount  of  railway 
receipts.  Indeed,  I  believe  if  these  anomalies 
were  corrected  it  would  lead  to  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  receipts  of  the  railways,  both 
with  regard  to  goods-  and  passenger  -  traffic. 
These  appear  to  me  to  be  matters  which  might 
well  receive  the  attention  of  the  Minister,  and 
I  hope  they  will  be  dealt  with.  Sir,  I  say  again 
that  the  policy  of  the  Public  Works  Statement 
is  one  that  will  commend  itself — I  am  positive 
of  that — to  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
colony.  It  is  a  policy  not,  as  we  have  heard, 
of  disaster — not  a  policy  which  threatens  im- 
pending ruin,  bnt  it  appears  to  me — and  I  look 
»t  the  matter  not  as  a  partisan  bat  as  one 
wishing  the  country  well — as  one  wishing  in 
this  House  so  to  speak  and  so  to  act  that  the 
country  may  by  every  vote  cast  derive  some 
benefit  —  I  say,  speaking,  I  hope,  not  as  a 
partisan  and  not  partially,  hut  with  an  un- 
biassed mind,  I  believe  the  policy  of  this  Public 
Works  Statement  is  not  a  policy  of  disaster,  is 
not  a  policy  of  impending  ruin,  but  a  policy  of 
improvement,  a  policy  of  settlement,  and  a 
policy  of  development. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Sir,  I  have  no  desire,  and 
certainly  no  intention,  of  wearying  members 
by  makmg  a  speech.  Indeed,  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  speaking  on  this  subject  at  all  but  for 
the  glaring  inaccuracy  which  I  find  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  It  has  already  been 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  I  should  not  be 
doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  refer  to  it.  X  mean 
the  little  balance-sheet,  on  page  11,  about  the 
Otago  Central  Railway,  in  which  it  is  made  to 
appear  that  the  expenditure  on  this  line  has 
been  £82,278  in  excess  of  allocation  out  of 
loans.  Well,  Sir,  this  is  contrary  to  fact.  I 
am  very  much  surprised  that  it  should  ap- 
pear in  this  document,  and  I  will  now  show 
now  I  make  this  out  to  be  contrary  to  fact. 
In  this  balance-sheet  it  is  asserted  that 
£687,273  is  the  total  expenditure, — I  assume 
the  figures  to  be  correct, — and  on  the  other 
side  the  total  allocation  to  the  line  out  of 
loan  is  set  down  at  £605,000.  But  the  first 
loan  mentioned  is  one  in  1882.  Prior  to  that 
£104,163  had  been  spent  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  That  sum  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  deducted  from  the  £687,278  before  you  set 
it  against  the  moneys  allocated  out  of  loans  to 
the  line.  That  would  leave  £508,110  of  expen- 
ditnro  against  the  Loan  Account.  I  know  I 
am  understating  the  case,  bat  I  prefer  to  do 


so.  I  will  accept  these  figures.  Sir.  If  the 
£605,000  was  the  only  sum  allocated  out  of 
loan,  there  would  thus  be  a  balance  of  £71,890 
unexpended  of  loan -money  for  this  railway, 
instead  of  a  debit  account  of  £82,273.  But 
various  loans  have  been  left  out.  Account  is 
taken  of  the  Kew  Zealand  Loan  Act  of  1882, 
£300,000 ;  the  New  Zealand  Ijoan  Act  of  1886, 
£200,000 ;  and  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Act  of- 
1888,  £105,000.  There  is  no  mention  whatever 
of  the  allocation  from  the  New  Zealand  Loan 
Act  of  1884.  There  was  a  loan  that  year  of 
£1,500,000,  and  of  this  sum  £700,000  was 
specially  allocated  for  railways.  There  was  no 
particular  allocation  to  the  Otago  Central,  but 
the  speeches  of  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
prove  that  the  greater  portion  of  this  £700,000 
was  intended  to  be  allocated  to  and  spent 
upon  three  railways — two  in  the  North  Island, 
and  the  Otago  Central.  Yet  not  one  penny  of 
that  £700,000  is  put  to  the  credit  of  the  alloca- 
tion of  loans  in  this  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  not  specially  allo- 
cated to  the  Otago  Central. 

Mr.  PRASER. — Of  coarse  it  was  not  specially 
allocated  in  the  Loan  Bill,  but  it  was  borrowed 
for  the  Otago  Central .  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  The  Premier  admits  it  by  using  the  word 
"  specially."  It  is  a  mere  quibble  to  speak  so. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  out  of  that  £700,000 
we  were  fairly  entitled  to  a  fifth,  or  £140,000 ; 
and  that  at  least  that  sum  was  intended  to  be 
allocated  to  the  line.  This,  therefore,  would 
bring  the  total  amount  of  the  loans  allocated 
to  this  line  to  £745,000.  If  we  deduct  from 
that  sum  the  £533,110,  it  leaves  £211,890  un- 
expended out  of  loan-allocation — a  very  differ- 
ent statement  indeed  from  what  we  find  in  this 
Public  Works  Statement !  It  is  attempted  to 
be  shown  that  not  only  have  the  total  loan 
funds  allocated  to  this  railway  been  actually 
expended  thereon,  but  a  sum  of  £32,273  taken 
from  other  sources  has  been  expended  in  addi- 
tion. Well,  I  give  that  aflat  contradiction,  and 
undertake  to  say  that  my  statement  cannot  be 
controverted.  What  I  assert  is  that,  instead  of 
that  being  the  case,  instead  of  £32,273  having 
been  taken  from  other  sources,  £311,890— and 
I  am  positive  I  am  understating  the  figures — 
remains  unexpended  out  of  the  loan-money  allo- 
cated towards  that  line.  Now,  I  think  it  was 
only  right  that  I  should,  in  the  interests  of  the 
large  number  of  people  who  reside  in  Otago, 
and  who  are  interested  in  this  railway,  make 
thi?  point  clear  this  evening.  It  -would  never 
have  done  to  let  such  a  balance-sheet  go  forth 
unchallenged.  There  has  been  trouble  enough 
in  the  past  to  get  moneys  voted  for  the  line, 
and  it  has  been  continually  thrown  in  our  teeth 
that  the  money  borrowed  has  been  over-ex- 
pended, so  I  thought  it  right  to  get  up  and 
challenge  these  figures.  There  is  another 
statement  with  reference  to  the  Otago  Central 
that  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to — the  words, 
"  Considerable  further  work  is  now  being  put  in 
hand,  including  the  construction  of  the  tun- 
nel." Well,  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  certainly 
hope  that  is  correct,  because,  as  far  as  the 
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Otago  members  are  concerned,  on  two  occa- 
sions we  as  a  deputation  have  met  the  Ministei 
and  could  get  no  such  information  from  him. 
He  told  us  to  wait  till  the  Public  Works 
Statement  came  down.  I  hope  that,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  replying,  he  will  give 
us  a  little  more  definite  information,  and  will 
be  able  to  tell  us  that  this  tunnel  has  really 
been  started. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  started  now. 

Mr.  FRASER.  —  I  would  rather  hear  from 
the  Minister  direct  that  the  work  had  been 
started.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  refer  gene- 
TkUy  to  the  Public  Works  Statement.  I  wish 
simply  to  say  that  I  am  at  one  with  the  Go- 
vernment in  their  desire  to  see  roads  con- 
structed throughout  the  colony.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  any  one  who  knows  much  of  colo- 
nisation work  in  this  country  must  be  aware 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  people  to  stay 
on  the  land  after  they  are  put  there  unless  we 
give  them  roads. 

Mr.  EARKSHAW. — I  am  not  going  to  detain 
the  House  long ;  and  I  have  only  risen  to  speak 
on  the  Otago  Central  Railway  question,  and  to 
challenge  the  statements  and  the  figures  that 
appear  in  the  Statement.  I  think  that  to- 
night we  have  had  a  most  peculiar  experience 
in  this  House  in  connection  with  a  Public 
Works  Statement.  The  debate  commenced  at 
half-past  seven,  and  from  eleven  o'clock — the 
last  two  hours — there  have  not  been  a  dozen 
members  sitting  up  in  their  seats  listening  to 
the  debate,  and,  of  that  dozen,  four  or  five  have 
been  Opposition  members,  although  they  are 
such  a  small  body.  That,  at  any  rate,  shows 
that  the  Government  have  convinced  their  sup- 
porters, whatever  they  may  have  done  with  the 
country,  that  this  is  a  proper  Statement.  They 
have  completely  flattened  them  out ;  they  have 
either  driven  them  into  tlio  lobbies  or  else  they 
have  driven  them  to  sleep.  Sir,  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  in  speaking,  said  that  he  knew  more 
than  any  other  man  in  the  House  with  regard 
to  the  figures  that  were  in  the  Statement,  but, 
very  singular  to  relate,  he  did  not  deal  with  the 
figures,  or  with  a  single  district  or  road  in  the 
Statement.  His  remarks  were  of  a  most  gene- 
ral character,  and  were  simply  levelled  at  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  on  things  in 
general,  and  not  on  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment in  particular ;  and  he  made  this  curious 
statement:  that  members  of  the  Opposition  who 
owned  big  runs  were  desirous  of  getting  home 
to  shear  their  sheep.  I  understand  that  the 
other  day  about  twenty-five  members  of  the 
Government  party  waited  upon  the  Government 
and  asked  them  to  "  close  down  "  next  week, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  a  single  large  run- 
holder  was  in  that  crowd ;  so  that,  so  far  as  that 
charge  is  concerned,  it  is  not  in  accordance  with 
what  has  occurred.  During  the  past  week  the 
pressure,  I  believe,  has  come  from  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House  to  close  down.  But  I 
think  this  is  a  lesson  to  the  country  that  it 
is  not  right  the  Government  should  delay  till 
nearly  the  middle  of  October  before  bringing 
down  the  Public  Works  Statement.  In  1800  it 
came  down  in  July  in  1891  I  think  it  came 
Mr.  Fraser 


down  in  August;  in  1893  and  1893  in  Sep- 
tember ;  and  now  in  1894  it  is  in  October. 
Notwithstanding  the  remarks  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why  the 
Statement  could  not  have  been  down  a  month 
ago ;  for  their  policy  measures — the  measure 
dealing  with  land  for  settlement  and  the  mea- 
sure dealing  with  the  acquisition  of  Native 
lands  and  with  roads  and  bridges — those  two 
Bills  could  have  been  down  two  months  ago, 
and  the  Public  Works  Statement  could  have 
been  brought  down  last  month.  I  myself  charge 
the  Government  with  deliberately  keeping  the 
Public  Works  Statement  back  until  the  end  of 
the  session.  They  have  all  through,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  brought  dovm 
measures  of  an  unimportant  character,  and 
have  kept  back  measures  that  were  of  national 
importauuse  to  the  end  of  the  session — measares, 
for  instance,  like  the  Midland  Railway  Bill, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  they  trust  to  get  car- 
ried for  them  by  the  members  who  do  de- 
sire to  go  home.  If  that  is  so,  I  do  not  think 
they  will  find  it  to  be  likely,  when  the  time 
comes.  The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Collins)  spoke  of  the  debate 
as  being  dreary,  dismal,  and  doleful.  Well,  I 
thought  those  who  believed  in  the  Statement 
should  make  the  debate  cheerful ;  but  have  we 
had  anything  cheerful  from  the  Government 
benches  ?  Have  we  had  anything  cheerful  from 
the  supporters  of  the  Government?  Look  at 
them!  they  are  all  asleep.  The  Minister  of 
Education  came  up  at  last,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  has  admitted  that  the  Grovemment  have 
gone  in  for  a  borrowing  policy.  He  made  this 
remark :  "  We  mean  to  spend  money  actively  "; 
and  that,  of  course,  is  practically  saying  that 
they  intend  to  go  in  for  large  measures  that 
will  mean  considerable  sums  of  money  being 
spent ;  and  be  was  supported  also  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  who,  in  similar  words,  spoke 
with  regard  to  getting  our  young  men  upon 
the  land.  He  said  to-day  that  it  would  require 
money,  and  that  they  were  determined  to  go  on 
rapidly  with  colonisation.  All  I  have  to  say  is 
that  they  should  have  said  this  on  the  hust- 
ings, and  the  Premier,  when  on  the  stump  in  the 
country  before  the  election,  ought  to  have  come 
down  and  made  a  distinct  manifesto  to  the 
people  that  such  was  to  be  their  policy.  If  we 
are  going  in  for  this  policy  members  should  not 
be  put  in  the  position  of  having  to  pass  mea- 
sures when  they  have  pledged  themselves  to 
their  constituents  that  they  did  not  mean  to  do 
any  such  thing,  but  meant  to  carry  on  on  the 
lines,  as  was  very  well  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  initiated  by  the  late 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  when  he  shortened  down 
the  loan  proposals,  and  which  was  further  car- 
ried out  by  the  late  Premier,  Mr.  Ballance.  If 
he  had  lived  he  would  have  carried  out  his  self- 
relisbnt,  non-borrowing  policy.  I  come  now  to 
that  question  which  more  especially  broa^t 
me  to  my  feet — that  is,  the  deliberate  state- 
ment made  with  regard  to  the  Otago  Central 
Railway.  This  statement  has  been  deliber- 
ately made  to  delude  and  mislead  the  people  of 
Otago.    I  have  not  a  doubt  about  it.    It  is  a 
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most  earefally  and  canningly  voided  and  con- 
cocted Btatement,  and  it  is  not  possible  foi  the 
Govemment  to  have  made  a  mistake  in  this 
matter.  They  could  not  have  got  the  figures 
out  of  the  1882  Appendices  without  seeing  what 
had  been  expended  before  the  Three  -  million 
Loan  was  raised.  Of  that  Three-million  Loan 
there  was  £300,000  allocated  for  the  Otago 
Central,  and  in  the  Statement  they  ought  to 
state  that  the  expenditure  to  that  year  out  of 
prior  loans  was  £125,312  7s.  Id.,  and  the  out- 
standing liabilities  £11,079  17s.  Id.  The  total 
expenditure,  including  all  liabilities  up  to  the 
81st  March,  1882,  was  £136,392  4s.  2d.  The 
leal  deficiency  is  the  sum  of  £257,713  16s.  5d. ; 
and  it  is  not  possible  that  either  the  depart- 
ment or  the  Premier  should  not  have  bad 
these  particulars.  This  has  been  put  together 
for  the  use  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govemment 
when  they  are  speaking  to  their  constituents  in 
Otago,  in  order  to  show  that  there  has  been  a 
very  full  appropriation  of  money  spent  on  that 
line.  That  has  been  the  real  object  of  the 
Govemment ;  but  there  is  also  more  than  one 
to  speak  on  the  question :  and  such  statements 
as  this  caiuot  stand  the  test  of  time.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  citizens  of  Otago  are 
qnite  alive  to  the  position,  and  I  believe  that 
they  will  see  through  this  flaming  attempt  to 
delude  them  with  a  sham  earnestness  that  the 
Qovemment  intend  to  carry  out  that  line.  I 
consider  the  Government  are  playing  with  the 
line,  and  I  consider  that  the  Government,  for 
the  lost  four  years,  have  played  with  the  Otago 
people ;  for  the  Premier,  who  has  been  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  every  year  has  brought 
dovm  a  flaming  statement  that  he  meant 
to  prosecute  the  line  most  vigorously,  but  the 
amount  voted  has  not  been  spent ;  he  has 
Dot  spent  the  money  he  has  asked  the  House 
to  give  him.  In  1891-92  the  Govemment, 
with  £3,041  18s.  6d.  of  liabilities,  asked  for 
£30,000,  and  it  was  authorised.  They  spent 
£14,879.  In  1892-93  they  asked  for  £36,000, 
and  spent  £20,523.  In  1894  thov  asked  for 
£60,000,  and  they  spent  £33,061.  '  I  think,  if 
you  add  to  that  the  permanent-way  and  ma- 
terial, it  brings  the  amount  up  to  £46,872,  and 
outstanding  liabilities  amounting  to  £11,261. 
The  amount  they  have  asked  to  be  authorised 
for  expenditure  these  three  years  is  £126,000 ; 
and  the  sum  actually  spent,  including  the  in- 
coming liabilities  of  £3,041  13s.  6d.,  is  the  sum 
of  £82,275  5s.  7d.,  with  outstanding  liabili- 
ties to  come  out  of  this  year's  vote,  £11,261. 
That  is  the  differeoco  between  the  statements 
that  the  Government  meant  to  prosecute  the 
line  vigorously  —  the  difference  between  the 
amount  they  asked  this  House  to  give  and  the 
amount  they  have  spent,  and  it  is  of  no  use  the 
Premier's  saying,  as  he  has  said  on  every  occa- 
sion that  deputations  have  waited  upon  him, — 
and  at  which  I  have  remained  silent,  because  I 
did  not  believe  it  was  of  any  use  wasting  words 
— it  is  not  of  any  use  the  Premier's  making  any 
more  promises,  because  again  and  again  he  has 
failed  to  carry  out  the  pledges  he  has  made  to 
myself.  Why  he  should  make  them  I  do  not 
know.    However,  I  do  not  think  it  will  matter 


much,  as  it  is  simply  a  qoestion  between  him 
and  the  people  of  Otago ;  but  if  he  would  not 
make  pledges  they  would  know  what  to  do  with 
him.  What  I  object  to  is  not  that  they  have 
not  given  us  a  big  sum  of  money,  but  I  object 
to  the  Govemment  coming  to  this  Hoase^ 
bringing  down  year  by  year  inflated  proposals^ 
and  saying  that  they  mean  to  spend  a  certain 
sum  of  money  in  that  district,  and  then  not 
spending  it  in  any  district,  but  coming  to  the 
House  again  and  claiming  to  have  mode  a 
surplus.  It  is  not  a  surplus  at  all,  and  I  say 
the  Government  should  deal  honestly  with 
members,  and  with  districts,  and  if  they  have- 
only  got  £10,000  to  spend  in  a  district  they 
have  no  right  to  put  £15,000  on  the  estimates. 
They  should  only  put  £10,000  on,  and  say, 
"  That  is  all  the  money  we  have,  and  if  you 
want  more  you  must  go  in  for  a  loGoi."  If 
they  would  do  that,  and  say  what  they  have 
got,  and  what  they  mean  to  spend  in  a  dis- 
trict, members  would  know  whether  the  con- 
stituencies are  in  favour  of  their  policy ;  but 
double-dealing  I  object  to.  I  also  object  to 
the  sum  the  Government  have  put  on  the 
estimates  for  the  Otago  Central  this  year. 
They  have  put  down  £45,000, 1  think. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Is  that  too  much  ? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— No ;  the  liabilities  arc 
too  much.  They  amount  to  £11,261,  which  is 
to  come  out  of  the  vote ;  and  what  does  that 
leave?  Only  £83,000  to  spend  on  that  line 
next  year.  Therefore  I  say  that,  considering 
the  position  that  Otago  has  held  in  New  Zea- 
land for  years,  and  considering  the  time  has 
come  in  which  she  is  losing  her  distributing 
trade,  it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  that  she 
should  have  all  her  first-,  second-,  and  third- 
class  lands  thrown  open ;  and  Central  Otago 
must  be  opened  up  if  Bunedin  is  going  to  keep 
its  position  even  as  a  second-rate  port ;  and, 
from  every  point  of  view,  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  all  to  demand  that  a  full  and  fair  share  of 
money  be  spent  on  that  line.  I  say  that  the 
sum  provided  this  year  is  altogether  inadequate 
for  the  requirements,  and  to  meet  the  just  and 
reasonable  demands  which  Otago  is  entitled  to 
make.  I  know  very  well  it  is  of  no  use  my 
asking  for  more,  as  the  Government  are  deter- 
mined that  they  will  pass  the  estimates,  be  they 
what  they  may,  and  that  they  will  not  discuss 
them  at  all.  I  do  not  claim  to  have  any  know- 
ledge as  to  these  estimates  regarding  roads,  and 
I  say  that  no  member  oC  this  House  has  dis- 
cussed these  estimates  as  to  whether  they  are 
proper  estimates  for  the  different  provinces. 
'They  have  to  take  them  exactly  as  the  Go- 
vernment have  brought  them  down.  Wo  have 
had  no  discussion  at  all  as  to  whether  they  are 
equal  or  not,  and  as  to  whether  the  country 
can  stand  this  amount  being  spent.  That 
is  what  I  object  to.  There  has  been  no  de- 
bate at  all  on  this  matter.  The  Govemment 
party  are  prepared  to  swallow  without  debate 
whatever  the  Government  bring  down  to  the 
House,  and  the  debate  is  not  having  justice 
done  to  it.  I  am  not  makmg  these  remarka 
without  any  specially-formed  purpose,  as  I 
have  said  during  the  last  two  or  three  years 
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that,  in  anticipation  of  the  polioy  com- 
menced in  1891-92,  I  accepted  the  pledges 
of  the  Government  that  the  sums  of  money 
they  put  on  the  estimates  they  would  spend. 
But  have  they  done  so  ?  They  have  not,  and 
I  claim  that  it  is  my  duty  to  raise  a  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  they  have  carried 
on  the  same  thing  year  by  year.  Otago  is  not 
having  justice  done  to  it  because  it  is  to-day, 
as  it  has  always  been,  divided  against  itself.  I 
-do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  estimates  at  length 
or  the  Statement,  but  there  is  one  thing  which 
I  feel  very  strongly  on — that  is,  the  statement 
with  regard  to  the  Midland  Railway.  I  am 
not  going  to  enter  into  it  now,  because  that 
question  will  come  down  in  a  distinct  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb.  —  Give  us  your  reasons 
now. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  will  give  yon  ample 
reasons  if  you  hope  to  put  the  Bill  through  this 
session.  I  have  taken  considerable  interest  in 
this  work.  I  think  it  is  a  national  work,  and 
it  should  be  completed ;  but  I  altogether  dis- 
sent from  the  manner  and  mode  in  which  the 
-Government  propose  to  do  it,  as  foreshadowed 
in  this  Statement.  However,  there  will  be  time 
«nough,  later  on,  for  that,  and,  as  I  know  that 
the  Government  wish  to  get  through  with  their 
estimates,  and  to  allow  all  the  large  squatters 
to  get  back  home  so  that  they  can  shear  their 
sheep,  I  will  not  take  up  any  more  time.  But 
I  must  say  this  :  that  it  is  their  supporters  who 
have  deliberately  on  many  occasions  spoken 
this  session  as  to  measures  they  did  not  wish 
passed,  and  that  have  had  to  be  dropped ;  but 
at  no  time  during  the  session  has  there  been 
any  debate,  from  those  who  have  opposed  the 
Government,  on  the  policy  measures  of  the 
Government  simply  because  they  were  Opposi- 
tion members,  but  right  through  the  session 
the  procedure  of  the  Government  with  their 
measures  has  been  of  such  a  character  that  the 
main  part  of  the  session  has  been  deliberately 
wasted,  and  the  most  important  measures  have 
been  brought  on  when  the  House  was  not  in  that 
temper  or  condition  that  they  could  debate  or 
deal  with  them  as  such  important  measures 
should  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  as  this  State- 
ment has  been  very  fully  discussed  to-night,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  make  a  lengthy  speech, 
or  to  deal  with  matters  that  have  been  disposed 
of  by  previous  speakers.  The  debate  com- 
menced at  half-past  seven,  and  it  is  now  half- 
past  one,  and  I  am  perfectly  sure  members  are 
pretty  well  tired  out  after  the  long  discussion 
that  has  taken  place.  There  are  many  big 
subjects  in  the  Statement,  such  as  borrowing. 
There  is  the  subject  of  the  State  control  of 
railways,  which,  I  suppose,  we  may  discuss  at 
another  time.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Government  is  proposing  to  carry  lime  and 
other  manures  for  fanners  at  such  prices  as 
will  enable  them  to  obtain  those  necessaries  at 
a  reasonable  rate. 

An  Hon.  MESfBBR. — But  they  are  not  doing 
that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  it,  but  the  statement  distinctly  conveys 
Mr.  Eamahato 


that  impression.    If  the  people 'of  the  colony 

are  satisfied  to  take  the  control  of  the  railway 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  non-political  Board,  and 
the  change  does  not  result  in  anything  bettor 
than  I  have  already  experienced,  especially  if 
they  ore  not  going  to  reduce  the  freights  on 
manures,  then  I  cannot  say  much  for  it.  And 
I  should  also  like  to  say  that  it  was  not  this 
House  nor  was  it  the  country  generally  that 
wanted  that  change,  but  it  was  required  by  the 
employes,  who  were  stimulated  by  political 
agitators.  With  regard  to  the  present  debate, 
my  honourable  and  learned  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison) 
declaimed  much  against  the  good  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  Queen's  Crive  in  Welling- 
ton, and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  in  such  a 
speech  as  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  humbug 
and  sophistry  running  through  the  arguments. 
But,  coming  to  matters  connected  with  my 
own  district,  there  are  some  important  worln 
in  that  locality  which  I  should  like  to  see 
the  Premier  give  more  attention  to.  The 
Premier  made  a  promise  to  open  up  the  Wai- 
kawa-Switzers  line  some  years  ago,  but  the 
money  for  that,  £18,000,  was  transferred  to  soma 
other  work.  I  am  glaid  the  Premier  contem- 
plates going  on  with  that  work  in  order  to  show 
repentance  for  past  sins  against  that  district. 
Then,  there  is  the  Gore-Kelso  line,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Hcriot  line  towards  Roxburgh. 
That  it  will  well  repay  the  outlay  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  The  Premier  has  given  a  promise 
that  he  will  have  that  country  surveyed,  and 
in  that  connection  I  should  like  to  say  that, 
as  the  Government  have  taken  authority  to 
purchase  large  estates,  the  prosecution  of  that 
line  ought  to  be  concurrent  with  the  purchase 
of  the  Moa  Flat  Estate ;  otherwise  the  expen- 
diture will  largely  go  to  benefit  the  wealthy 
landowners  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  Catlin's  River  Rail- 
way, that  is  a  work  of  very  great  importance, 
and  the  Premier  has  placed  an  amount  on 
the  estimates  which  he  believes  will  com- 
plete it.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  complete  it.  The  expenditure  on  the  line 
amounts  now  to  over  £100,000,  and  I  suppose 
this  year  £8,000  will  bring  that  vast  expenditure 
into  utility,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Pre- 
mier, with  that  practical  experience  we  know 
he  possesses,  will  not  allow  that  large  outlay 
to  remain  unproductive  when  so  smcJl  a  sum 
is  required.  The  line  should  now  be  opened 
to  Huat's  Road,  where  there  are  saw-mills  and 
enterprising  settlers.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
completion  of  that  line  made  supplementary 
to  the  completion  of  the  Otago  Central  ex- 
tension. The  Otago  Central  country  requires 
timber,  and  the  Catlin's  River  country  is  really 
heavily  timbered.  At  the  present  time  that 
timber  has  been  destroyed  to  make  way  for 
settlement,  which  is  a  great  pity,  because  such 
timber  is  required  in  other  parts,  and  would 
go  to  furnish  an  immense  amount  of  labonr 
for  people  in  that  neighbourhood.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  there  is  a  vote  on  the  estimates 
for  the  opening-up  of  some  of  the  western 
sounds,    to   bring  the   wild   west  more   into 
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touch  with  the  interior.  I  think  that  is  a 
work  the  Government  oaght  to  devote  them- 
selves more  steadily  to,  and  I  think  they  oaght 
to  complete  the  road  between  Lake  Te  Anan 
and  the  head  of  Milford  Soand,  for  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  tourist  trafiSo  and 
in  other  ways  from  doing  so  can  hardly  be 
overestimated.  I  wish  also  to  say  that  there 
are  several  other  important  works  chat  still 
lomain  not  provided  for,  such  as  the  Kelso 
Bridge  over  Pomahaka,  and  the  Waipahi  Bridge, 
and  which  have  not  received  sufficient  atten- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  I  hope, 
however,  the  Minister  will  make  some  pro- 
vision for  these  two  most  important  works  on 
the  snpplementaty  estimates.  Bat  I  shall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  further  in  re- 
ferring to  them  AA  this  late  hoar. 

Mr.  AliLEN. — Sir,  there  are  a  great  many 
points  in  the  Statement  that  call  for  attention, 
out  I  shall  only  refer  to  two.  One  of  them  is 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  and  this  so-called 
balance-sheet.  I  do  not  know  why  a  dead  set 
should  he  made  at  the  Otago  Central  Railway 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  or  what  his 
reason  for  it  may  be,  bnt  if  honourable  mem- 
bers will  look  at  the  Publio  Works  Statement 
they  will  find  that,  under  the  guise  of  a  very 
peculiar  balance-sheet,  an  utterly  misleading 
representation  has  been  made  to  the  publio, 
and  to  this  House,  as  to  the  amount  of  moneys 
due  to  the  Otago  Central  Railway.  They  will 
notice  that  the  words  "specially  borrowed" 
are  put  in ;  and  I  say  that  the  word  "  specially  " 
is  put  in  with  a  deliberate  intention  to  mislead 
this  House,  and  the  members  who  come  from 
Otago  and  elsewhere.  Now,  why  were  the 
words  "  specially  borrowed"  put  in  at  the  head 
of  this  table?  For  this  special  reason:  that 
the  Minister  for  Publio  Works  koows  that  only 
out  of  two  of  the  loans,  as  regards  this  railway, 
at  any  rate,  were  any  specific  allotments  made 
at  all,  and  he  has  left  out  other  loans  and 
amounts  and  means  of  increasing  the  supplies 
to  the  Publio  Works  Fund,  a  proportion  of 
which  should  he  due  to  the  Otago  Central 
Railway.  The  Minister  has  allotted  in  this 
table  no  portion  whatever  of  the  £700,000  voted 
in  1884  for  the  Otago  Central.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  gone  further  than  that :  he 
has  omitted  to  mention  that  out  of  the  sinking 
funds  that  have  been  set  free,  and  miscellone- 
ous  moneys  that  have  been  paid  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  amounting  to  some  £481,000,  no 
proportion  has  been  credited  in  this  balance- 
sheet  to  the  Otago  Central.  Further,  there  is 
also  due  to  the  Otago  Central  Railway  its  pro- 
portion of  £480,000  transferred  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund  from  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has  also  omitted 
the  sum  appropriated  and  the  sum  spent  for 
the  Otago  Central  prior  to  1882 — namely,  ap- 
propriated £279,800,  and  spent  some  £125,000 ; 
and  the  result  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man brings  down  a  table  which  leaves  the 
Otago  Central  in  debt  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  The  honourable  gentleman  must  know 
that  that  is  entirely  misleading,  and  he  has 
done  this  with  some  speoifio  object,  and  that 


object  is  to  deliberately  mislead.  What  are 
the  facts  with  regard  to  this  railway  ?  There 
have  been  appropriated  from  time  to  time 
under  the  Appropriation  Acts  of  this  Parlia- 
ment no  less  a  sum  than  £1,107,000  for  expen- 
diture on  the  Otago  Central  Railway.  Of  that 
amount  only  £637,000  has  been  spent.  But 
that  does  not  represent  all  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  case  is  even  worse  than  that.  If  a 
fair  share  of  other  sums  had  been  included  in 
this  table,  the  Otago  Central  Railway  should 
have  at  its  credit  nearly  half  a  million  of 
money.  The  money  has  been  filched  from  the 
Otago  Central  and  spent  elsewhere,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  it.  Why  has 
he  not  brought  forward  a  similar  table  to  this 
in  connection  with  other  railways  in  the  colony? 
Then  it  would  be  seen  that  the  debic  balance 
would  be  a  larger  one  as  regards  other  railways 
than  with  regard  to  the  Otago  Central  Rail- 
way. Why  is  this  done?  There  is  only  one 
other  point  I  wish  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  that 
I  regret  to  see  that  this  colony  is  going  back 
again  to  the  old  policy  of  1884  and  previous 
years,  which  brought  us  to  almost  financial 
ruin  in  1887.  In  1887  Parliament  had  to  adopt 
a  policy  decreasing  its  public-works  expendi- 
ture, and  it  was  decreased  until  it  came  down 
in  1890,  or  somewhere  about  then,  to  between 
three  and  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  a 
year.  Now,  since  the  present  Ministry  have 
been  in  office,  that  amount  has  been  ever 
gradually  rising  again,  until  the  amount  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  this  year  for  publlo- 
works  expenditure  out  of  loan-money  is  close 
on  one  million.  Within  £60,000  of  a  million  is 
to  be  appropriated  this  year  for  public- works 
expenditure.  And  what  is  the  subterfuge  they 
adopt  in  putting  this  before  the  country  ?  They 
say  we  are  not  spending  this  out  of  loan-money 
as  we  used  to  do.  If  the  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  and  the  money  for 
roads  and  bridges  is  not  loan-money,  I  do  not 
know  what  is.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  token  care  this  time  not  to  place  them  in 
the  actual  public-works  appropriations.  He 
has  set  them  in  a  special  column  in  order  that 
he  might  play  this  game  to  the  country.  He 
wants  to  say  that  this  is  not  borrowed  money. 
But  we  all  know  the  position  is  exactly  the 
same  as  it  was  in  1884.  That  money  is  being 
borrowed  for  roads,  and  to  open  up  lands  for 
settlement,  and  for  the  purchase  of  Nativ» 
lands,  which  have  been  a  direct  charge  up  to 
the  present  time  on  the  Public  Works  Fund ; 
and  this  is  only  a  subterfuge — this  putting  them 
in  another  column.  The  facts  are  that  the  pub- 
lic-works expenditure  has  risen  from  £300,000 
or  £400,000  in  a  few  years  to  close  on  a  million 
of  money  this  year.  Sir,  if  that  policy  is  con- 
tinued we  shall  very  soon  be  brought  into  the 
position  we  were  in  in  1887 ;  and  those  who 
come  after — I  am  sorry  to  say  it — will  have 
greater  difficulty  in  putting  right  the  finances 
of  the  colony  than  had  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
in  1887.  I  regret  to  say  it,  but  I  think  the 
country  ought  to  be  warned  about  it,  and  if  it 
realised  what  is  taking  place  it  would  rise  as 
one  man  and  say,  "We  will  not  be  led  back 
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into  the  disastrous  policy  pursued  previous  to 
1887,  but  will  insist  on  a  safe  and  moderate 
■expenditure  on  public  works  whioh  are  within 
our  means." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  am  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage in  repl}ing  on  this  occasion,  for  the  reason 
that  most  of  the  speeches  that  have  been  made 
by  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
•difier  from  the  Government  have  been  very 
favourable  to  the  Statement.  It  is,  of  course, 
their  function  to  difEer  from  the  Government, 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  speeches  just 
delivered  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
-and  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  no 
serious  fault  has  been  found  with  the  State- 
ment. I  wish  to  say  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Eden  that  the  usual  custom  was  not  fol- 
lowed of  a  Minister  following  and  replying  to 
bis  criticism  of  the  speech,  but  I  thought,  my- 
self, after  his  speech,  which  was  very  fair, 
there  was  so  little  that  required  replying  to 
that  I  could  do  it  myself  in  closing  the  de- 
bate. I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not 
think  that  any  slight  to  him  was  intended.  The 
honourable  member  stated  that  the  mandate 
-of  the  country  was  that  the  Government  was 
to  cease  borrowing.  I  have  said  before,  and 
repeat  here,  that  there  has  been  no  depar- 
ture whatever  as  far  as  the  policy  of  the 
-Government  this  year  is  concerned,  and  we 
have  gone  on  the  lines  of  the  last  four  years. 
But,  as  the  necessities  of  the  country  arose,  we 
should  have  been  doing  wrong  to  the  country 
did  we  not  meet  those  necessities ;  and  the 
course  we  followed  was  in  keeping  with  what 
has  been  done  from  the  first  time  we  accepted 
office.  We  have  made  no  difference  whatever, 
except,  as  stated  by  another  member,  that  the 
amounts  this  year  ore  larger  than  in  previous 
years.  But  what  accounts  for  this?  The 
reason  that  if  you  deduct  from  the  amount  re- 
-quired  for  expenditure  the  £300,000  which  is 
for  a  purpose  entirely  different  from  what  has 
had  to  be  provided  for  in  the  past,  the  expendi- 
ture is  less  than  last  year's  by  £16,000,  and  it  is 
also  nearly  £100,000  less  than  the  amount  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden,  when  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  asked  for  in  1890-91.  The 
amount  he  asked  for  was  £744,000,  as  against 
£646,000  asked  for  here,  excepting  the  amount 
I  said  was  required  for  the  acquiring  of  lands, 
for  the  reading  of  the  lands,  and  their  improve- 
:ment.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  say  our 
expenditure  is  in  keeping  with — in  fact,  is  much 
less  than— that  asked  for  in  1890-91,  and  £40,000 
less  than  last  year's.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  we  were  scattering  favours.  I  say  we 
•are  not  scattering  favours  ;  we  are  simply  meet- 
ing demands  for  roads  and  bridges  and  works 
that  ore  much  needed  for  the  improvement  of 
lands  ;  and  these  wants  shall  be  attended  to  as 
long  as  we  are  here.  And,  Sir,  can  it  be  said 
that  there  has  been  any  favouritism  at  all  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  have  shown 
that  districts  that  were  represented  by  a  mem- 
ber not  a  supporter  of  the  Government  had 
been  punished  ;  but  I  say  he  is  unable  to  make 
out  a  case  of  that  sort  against  us.  Therefore 
iie  cannot  say  there  is  any  favouritism  what- 
Ur.  Allen 


ever.  The  honourable  gentleman  boa.stad  that 
the  allocation  in  1890-91  was  £744,000,  whilst 
the  expenditure  was  £334,000.  The  honoarable 
member  said  there  would  be  a  necessity  fox  a 
loan  next  session.  We  have  not  as  yet  gone 
on  the  market  for  a  loan;  our  statute-book 
has  been  singularly  free  from  loans  for  soma 
years.  I  will  give  him  and  his  colleagues  credit 
that  they  did  not  borrow,  after  giving  their 
pledge  in  1887.  But  what  was  the  position 
when  we  took  office?  There  was  nearly  » 
million  of  loan-moneys  available.  Wo  bava 
gone  on  from  that  time  to  this — four  yeacs. 
The  demands  of  the  country  are  increasing, 
and  I  say  we  have  done  well. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — How  about  the  sinking 
fund? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  to  the  sinking  fund,  it  is 
nonsense  to  say  you  must  not  do  what  the  law 
says.  It  says  you  may  convert  your  loans,  and 
I  say  the  law  is  there  ;  the  "  may  "  is  "  shall." 
As  long  as  this  money,  which  is  practically 
dead,  can  be  used  for  colonisation  purposes  the 
"  may  "  is  absolutely  "  shall  " ;  it  is  mandatory. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentlemen  complained 
that  we  were  robbing  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line  for  roods.  What  a  fallacy  that  is  I 
As  to  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Hun- 
terville  to  Tokaano,  it  was  not  robbing  the  line, 
but  was  simply  doing  what  was  intended.  Bat 
if  there  was  anything  in  it,  who  was  it  that 
commenced  it  ?  Why,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. Before  we  took  office  the  money  was 
taken  from  the  original  purpose  by  our  prede- 
cessors. It  seems  to  me  the  commencement  was 
when  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
was  Premier  ;  consequently  he  commenced  it, 
and  my  honourable  friend,  when  he  was  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  followed  on  the  same 
lines.  Yet  now  he  finds  fault  with  myself  and 
my  colleagues  for  doing  exactly  what  our  pre- 
decessors hod  done.  I  never  found  fanlt  with 
what  they  did,  believing  they  did  right.  I  fol- 
lowed on  the  same  lines,  and,  as  long  as  the 
money  was  there,  we  intended  to  continue  on 
the  same  lines.  Then,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks as  regards  the  control  of  the  railways, 
I  may  say  that,  in  what  is  stated  here  in  the 
Statement  as  to  impressing  upon  honourable 
members  the  necessity  for  refraining  from 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government 
or  making  unreasonable  demands  for  reduc- 
tions in  the  railway  rates,  thereby  reducing 
the  revenue  of  our  railways,  I  mentioned  this 
advisedly,  believing  it  to  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  at  the 
time  the  railways  wore  token  from  the  people 
and  handed  over  to  three  irresponsible  per- 
sons, there  were  some  grounds  for  the  ex- 
treme step  that  was  taken.  I  have  always 
contended  that  that  step  was  not  warranted, 
though  there  were  some  grounds  for  a  change. 
Now,  I  say  it  would  be  a  great  slight  on  the 
people  of  this  country  were  it  to  be  said  that  in 
the  working  of  the  railways  we  are  not  to  be 
trusted,  and  that  we  cannot  control  them  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  I  shall  not  cast  such 
a  slight  upon  the  people,  but  say  to  the  people, 
and  those  who  represent   them,   the   proper 
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course  to  adopt  is  to  manage  these  railways 
in  the  same  way  as  we  are  managing  the  other 
State  departments,  and  to  call  on  the  people  to 
support  us  in  such  management,  and  not  to 
take  from  the  people  their  just  rights  ;  and  I 
feel  sure  the  people  will  support  any  Govern- 
ment which  remains  firm  and  does  what  is 
light.  The  honourable  gentleman  complained 
as  regards  the  Mokihinui  line,  and  stated  that 
it  was  unfair  to  the  Helensville  line,  seeing  that 
a  reduction  had  been  made  in  the  allocation 
for  that  line  as  compared  with  the  amount 
set  down  for  the  Mokihinui  line.  Now,  I  will 
show  the  difiereuoe  as  regards  the  two.  In 
regard  to  the  Mokihinui  line,  it  is  the  end  of  a 
line  on  which  the  Government  have  spent  very 
large  sums  of  money — £35,000  has  been  spent 
on  the  Ngakawau  Extension — and  I  say  it  is  a 
wise  expenditure,  in  my  opinion.  But,  so  that 
I  should  not  be  doing  anything  prejudicial  to 
the  colony,  I  submitted  the  matter  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  received  from  them  the 
following  reply : — 

"  New  Zealand  Government  Railways : 
"  Head  Office,  Wellington, 

"  12th  October,  1894. 
"  Memorandum  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for 

Public  Works,  Wellington. 

"  Be  Pwelune  of  Mokihinui  Coal  Company's 

Bailviay  Line. 

"  In  reply  to  memo,  of  the  9th  instant  from 
the  Under-Secretary  for  Public  Works,  asking 
the  Commissioners  to  advise  as  to  the  desirable- 
ness or  otherwise  of  the  purchase  of  the  Moki- 
hinui Coal  Company's  line  by  the  Government, 
and,  if  in  favour  of  the  purchase,  to  state  on 
what  conditions  it  should  be  made,  the  Com- 
missioners have  to  state, — 

"  1.  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  line  should 
become  public  property,  seeing  that  it  is  a 
continuation  of  the  line  recently  constructed 
between  Ngakawau  and  Mokihinui,  and  that 
the  line  throughout  is  worked  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  coal -deposits  in  the  Mokihinui 
Valley. 

"2.  But,  as  the  line  will  not  pay  until  the 
mines  are  sending  out  a  greater  output  than 
hitherto,  the  deficit  in  cost  of  working  should 
bo  made  up  to  5  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  by 
the  coal  lessees,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
are  required  to  do  on  the  part  of  the  line  be- 
tween Ngakawau  and  Mokihinui  {vide  section  5 
«f  '  The  Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Exten- 
sion Act,  1890 '). 

"  3.  It  is  very  essential  that  Government  be 
satisfied  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  gnarantee 
of  5  per  cent.,  as  this  railway  is  solely  depend- 
-ent  on  the  success  of  the  mines.  In  the  event 
of  their  failure  the  railway  would  be  of  no 
practical  value  to  the  colony,  tmd  it  would  not 
lorm  part  of  an  extension  to  Karamea  should 
that  ever  be  contemplated. 

"  4.  The  line  will  require  considerable  outlay 
in  repairs  and  eqnipment  to  bring  it  up  to  a 
proper  state  of  efficiency.  There  is  also  a  con- 
eiderable  contingent  future  expense  for  removal 
of  slips,  and  there  is  the  liability  in  the  matter 
«f  the  pablio  load. 


"  5.  Under  all  the  circumstances  and  risks, 
the  Commissioners  think  that  the  price  to  be 
paid,  in  the  event  of  purchase,  should  be  very 
much  less  than  what  the  line  may  have  actually 
cost.  As  a  further  reason  for  this  recommenda- 
tion it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  branch-line 
to  a  mine  has  to  bo  considered  as  a.  necessary 
adjunct  to  its  development,  and  that  in  many 
of  the  coal-mines  in  the  colony  this  has  to  be 
borne  by  the  owners  without  any  direct  profit 
accruing  therefrom. 

"  James  McKerbow, 

"  Chief  Commissioner." 

n  g  I  think  that  supports  me  in  saying 
'  '  that  the  Government  were  quite  right 
in  recommending  this  to  be  done.  We  have 
safeguarded  it  by  saying  there  is  to  be  a  fair 
valuation,  and  the  Commissioners  further  nay 
there  should  be  a  valuation.  That  done,  I  think 
the  proposal  is  a  very  wise  one.  Now  I  come 
to  the  provision  made  for  the  Helensville  line. 
Honourable  members  will  see  there  was  only 
£329  spent  lost  year.  The  contractors  now  are 
in  a  difficulty  in  piercing  the  tunnel.  It  is 
impossible,  in  my  opinion,  to  spend  £7,000 — 
the  amount  that  is  on  the  estimates^uring 
the  present  financial  year.  That  is  absolutely 
impossible;  therefore  what  is  the  use  of  putting 
a  larger  sum  on  the  estimates,  when  I  know 
it  will  not  be  spent;— that  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  spend  it  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  do  not  complain  so 
much  about  that  as  taking  about  £15,000  from 
the  loan  for  roads. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  regards  the  loan-balances, 
they  are  absolutely  not  passed,  and,  as  we  are 
making  railways  in  the  case  of  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral and  others  to  a  payable  point,  it  is  quite 
simple  to  take  the  moneys  required  from  the 
consolidated  revenue ;  and  I  have  said,  with 
respect  to  that  and  other  lines,  that  when  the 
time  comes,  and  the  money  is  required  and  the 
amount  is  wanted,  the  effect  of  having  the  loan 
for  the  purpose  will  be  accepted,  and  the  rail- 
ways will  be  completed  to  the  point  of  exten- 
sion required,  notwithstanding  that  the  moneys 
originally  allocated  had  been  taken  away. 
Now,  there  has  been  a  complaint  made  that 
the  goldfields  vote  is  too  large.  It  is  the  one 
vote  on  the  estimates  more  than  another 
which  is  absolutely  required,  if  we  are  to  have 
any  return  from  the  development  of  the  gold- 
fields.  We  have  not  done  sufficient  in  that 
respect.  I  must  blame  myself.  We  have  given 
the  preference  from  the  commencement  to  pro- 
moting settlement ;  but  the  time  has  arrived 
when  we  must  do  something  with  respect  to  the 
deep  levels.  We  have  the  report  of  the  geologist 
who  came  here  from  Victoria.  We  know,  as  far 
as  one  can  be  satisfied,  that  by  deep-level  sink- 
ing and  prospecting  we  may  tap,  and  shall  tap, 
vast  mineral  wealth.  To  allow  it  from  year 
to  year  to  lie  there  doing  nothing  would  be 
suicidal.  We  are  losing  the  population  from 
the  goldfields  most  rapidly.  We  see  a  less  num- 
ber there  now  than  before ;  and  they  are  ab- 
solutely doing  nothing.  I  say  we  must  make 
provision  for  prospecting.     There  is  another 
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difficalty,  and  that  ia  in  regard  to  the  procla- 
mation of  our  rivers.  It  ia  a  serious  difficulty 
now  in  different  parts  of  the  country  where  the 
farming  interest  clashes  with  the  mining  in- 
terest, to  the  detriment  of  the  mining  interest. 
I  Bay  these  farms  must  be  taken,  aud  means 
mast  be  provided  for  the  Government  dealing 
with  that  question ;  and  the  provision  is  here. 
A  Bill  will  shortly  be  before  the  House,  and 
under  it  we  shall  lake  that  legislation  which 
will  prevent  unfair  demands  being  made ;  and, 
with  means  provided  in  the  estimates,  I  say  we 
have  done  well,  and  I  am  very  sorry  myself 
fault  ever  should  be  found  with  an  amount 
provided  for  the  development  of  our  goldfields. 
The  amount  may  appear  large,  but  if  you  take 
into  consideration  that  the  produce  from  our 
goldfields  is  nearly  a  million  a  year,  and  if  you 
take  the  total  population  on  the  goldfields,  and 
the  latge  extent  of  country  they  embrace,  it  is 
not  at  all  too  large  an  appropriation,  and  I  feel 
siue  it  will  be  well  and  wisely  spent.  Now,  I 
think  I  have  met  every  point  the  honourable 
member  made  in  his  speech.  As  I  have  said, 
his  criticism  was  not  adverse,  though  we  differ 
slightly  on  the  points  raised.  It  is  only  right 
that  I  should  give  the  views  of  the  Government 
upon  the  objections  he  raised.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs.  He  twitted 
the  Government  by  saying  that,  instead  of 
tapering  -  off,  we  were  "  bulging  -  out "  —  I 
thmk  that  was  the  term  he  employed.  Well, 
if  the  necessities  of  the  country  demand  it, 
why  should  we  not  do  so?  I  say  we  cannot 
stand  still,  and  if  we  stood  still  the  country 
must  recede,  and  the  Government  upon  these 
benches  that  was  not  progressive  and  did  not 
attend  to  the  wants  of  the  country  would  not 
be  long  here.  It  is  simply  nonsensical  to  (^uote 
to  us  the  condition  of  affairs  which  existed 
three  or  four  years  ago  when  the  circumstances 
of  the  colony  have  entirely  differed.  Then 
we  were  losing  our  population  by  thousands ; 
everything  was  at  a  standstill ;  people  would  not 
go  on  the  land ;  there  was  no  inquiry  for  land. 
Since  then  a  demand  for  settlement  has  sprung 
up,  and  we  should  not  be  worthy  the  name  of 
representatives  of  intelligent  people  unless  we 
were  prepared  aud  dared  to  come  forward  and 
say,  "  These  are  the  requirements  of  the 
country;  we  ask  you  to  meet  these  require- 
ments " ;  and  I  say  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  responded,  and  have  met  them : 
and  you  can  give  it  whatever  term  you  like — 
you  may  call  it  "  bulging  out "  if  you  please, 
which  was  the  term  the  honourable  gentleman 
applied — but  I  say,  Sir,  the  policy  is  a  neces- 
sary one,  and  it  meets  with  general  approval. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  told  us  that  last 
year  we  voted  something  like  £900,000  and 
only  spent  £450,000.  Surely  there  is  nothing 
to  object  to  in  that.  I  should  have  thought 
the  honourable  member  would  not  have  dis- 
agreed with  a  course  of  that  kind  being  fol- 
lowed. If  we  found,  after  three  or  four  mouths 
of  the  year,  that  labour  was  plentiful,  and  that 
employment  could  be  well  found,  why  go  on 
with  public-works  expenditure?  That  is  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


way  I  have  done  all  through.  Under  the  co- 
operative system,  when  you  find  that  labour 
is  plentiful    and    that   the   demand   for   it    is  | 

great,  you  can  decrease  your  expenditure  in 
some  classes  of  public  works  and  allow  that 
labour  to  be  available  for  the  settlers  and 
for  the  local  authorities,  and  thus  ease  off 
your  expenditure  ;  and  I  did  this,  and  brought, 
as  I  say,  under  Part  I.  of  the  Public  Works 
Fpnd,  the  expenditure  down  to  the  lowest  point 
it  has  ever  been  at  in  the  history  of  New  Zea- 
land :  and  yet  some  honourable  members  say 
we  are  a  scattering  Government — we  are  spend- 
ing money  lavishly.  Still,  there  is  the  fact ;  and 
yet  in  one  breath  the  honourable  gentleman 
says,  "You  take  appropriations  for  £900,000, 
and  you  only  spend  £450,000."  I  simply  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  making 
these  remarks,  was  extolling  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  and  proving  it  to  be  eco- 
nomical and  deserving  of  every  confidence.  In 
taking  the  appropriation  we  do  this  year,   it  i 

may  not  be,  and  will  not  be,  that  we  shall 
require  to  spend  the  whole  of  it,  but,  if  the  j 

circumstances  demand  it,  then  what  is  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  demand  will  be  spent,  and 
well  and  wisely  spent,  and,  if  the  necessities 
of  the  case  demand  it,  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate so  to  do ;  but  the  responsibility  for  that 
must  rest  with  the  Government,  and  they  are 
responsible  to  the  House  and  to  the  country. 
The  moat  amusing  part  of  the  whole  of  the 
criticisms  as  regards  this  expenditure  was  this: 
that  one  speaker  after  another — the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs,  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay — 
whilst  adversely  criticizing  the  Government  as 
to  the  amounts  asked  for,  in  each  and  every 
oase  found  fault  ultimately  with  us  by  saying 
there  was  some  particulfft  work  in  their  dis- 
tricts, and  there  was  not  sufficient  provision 
made  for  it.  One  and  all  tended  in  exactly 
the  same  direction,  although  their  remarks 
probably  applied  to  different  works. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Not  in  my  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
made  no  complaint  about  any  particular  work 
in  his  own  district,  but  with  regard  to  the 
provincial  district  he  did.  Now,  Sir,  what  is 
the  position?  The  position  to  me  is  very 
plain.  I  have  had  complaints  made,  and  it 
may  be  interesting  to  some  of  these  honour- 
able members  if  I  simply  gave  them,  as  I 
shall  give  thom  from  my  notes,  a  summary  o{ 
these  appropriations.  We  find  the  Auckland 
Provincial  District  at  the  head  of  the  list 
with  £194,315 ;  we  find  that  Wellington  comes 
next,  with  £169,096;  Taranaki,  £36,170;  and 
then  Hawke's  Bay — and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber complained  of  that— £15,165 ;  then  gene- 
rally for  the  North  Island,  £11,708 :  making  a 
total  for  the  North  Island  of  £426,454.  We 
come  next  to  the  South  Island,  and  you  will 
see  how  bo4ly  it  fares  :  Nelson,  with  £24,700; 
Marlborough,  with  £8,895;  Canterbury,  with 
£25,232 ;  Westland,  £37,544— and  I  wish  more 
particularly  to  call  attention  to  this,  because 
Westland  was  made  out  by  the  senior  member 
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for  Wellington  City  to  be  treated  with  special 
indulgence,  and  he  said  there  was  £50,000 
for  roads  and  for  expenditure  on  goldfielda  in 
Wesdand.  Kow,  Westland  includes  ahuost 
the  whole  of  two  electorates — the  Grej  and  the 
Bailer.  Taking  the  whole  provincial  district, 
I  find  there  is  appropriated  £15,000  for  the 
Greymouth-Hokitika  Railway  line,  and  the 
total  allocation  is  only  £87,544,  as  against 
£50,000  which  the  honourable  member  said 
was  for  one  road- line.  That  includes  the  Nel- 
son goldfields.  Otago  cannot  complain,  with 
£159,710.  Then  we  come  to  the  general  ex- 
penditure for  the  Middle  Island,  £11,351 :  or  a 
total  for  the  South  Island  of  not  much  less 
than  £300,000 :  the  exact  figures  are  £267,482. 
If  you  tajce  the  allocations  made,  and  con- 
sider that  we  have  to  meet  the  demands  that 
there  must  be  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
in  the  North  Island,  and  for  the  reading  of 
the  land  in  the  North  Island,  I  think  any  one 
who  desires  to  be  fair  to  the  Government,  and 
who  analyses  this  Statement  and  these  ^ti- 
mates  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  House, 
will  agree  with  me  that  you  can  fairly  give  UB 
the  total  171  globo,  pass  the  estimates,  and,  in 
the  language  of  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Bell),  put  your  hands  upon  your 
hearts  and  say  you  have  done  your  duty  and 
have  voted  according  to  your  consciences.  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  great  confidence  I  move.  That 
you  do  now  leave  the  chair;  and  I  feel  satis- 
fied we  shall  go  into  the  estimates,  and,  as  I 
shall  be  able  to  further  explain  these  esti- 
mates, I  am  equally  confident  that  they  will 
emerge  from  Committee  almost  as  they  are, 
and  tiiat  we  shall  all  go  home  satisfied. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
SUPPLY. 

IN  COMHIITBE. 
PUBUO  WOBES   FUND. — PABT   I. 

Class  I. — Imuigbation. 

Immigration,  £500. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  the  other  day  a  car- 
penter wanted  his  sister  to  come  out,  and  he 
(Dr.  Newman)  went  down  to  the  ofBce  about 
the  matter,  and  was  assured  that  no  assisted 
passages  were  now  granted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  very  little 
assisted  immigration,  but  in  connection  with 
the  shipping  companies  there  had  been  one  or 
two  cases  where  assistance  had  been  given. 

Vote,  £500,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Public  Works,  Depabtmental. 
Vote,  Departmental,  £6,350,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Bailwats. 
Vote,  Whangarei-Kamo  Extension,  £12,000, 
agreed  to. 

Helensville  Northwards,  £7,000. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  if  there  was  not  a  speci- 
fied time  for  the  completion  of  this  contract. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  Yes ;  the  time  had  passed. 
Vote,  £7,000,  agreed  to. 

VOL.  LZXXVL— 48. 


Vote,  Grahanutown  -  Te  Aroha,  £13,000, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Putaruru-Rotorua,  £17,000,  agreed  to. 

Eketahuna-Woodville,  £40,000. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  could  not  find  in  the 
Publio  Works  Statement  how  much  it  would 
cost  to  finish  this  line — about  26^  miles.  Did 
the  Premier  know  when  the  line  would  be 
opened  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  could  not  state  the 
exact  date.  If  he  had  had  more  money  this 
year  he  would  have  proposed  a  larger  vote  for 
this  line.  He  looked  upon  it  as  being  a  very 
necessary  work. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  that  much  greater 
progress  had  not  been  made  with  this  line. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  pushing  the 
work  on,  and  would  continue  to  do  so. 

Vote,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Blenheim-Awatere,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Greymouth-Hokitika,  £15,000,  agreed 
to. 

Otago  Central,  £45,000. 

Mr.  FBASER  asked  the  Premier  to  explain 
the  balance-sheet  which  he  had  taken  excep- 
tion to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  statement  was  ab- 
solutely accurate  as  far  as  the  special  alloca- 
tions for  this  line  went.  The  department  had 
carefully  token  every  allocation,  and  that  was 
in  the  Statement  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  pointed  out  that  the  amount 
spent  on  or  voted  for  this  line  before  1882  was 
not  included  in  the  balance-sheet,  which  con- 
sequently did  not  give  an  accurate  statement 
of  the  case. 

Vote,  £45,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Catlin's  River,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Seaward  Bush,  £15,000. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  how  far  this  Tot« 
would  take  the  railway. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  money  would  get  the 
bridge  over  the  river. 

Vote,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Land-claims  and  other  old  liabilities 
on  construction  account :  Sundry  lines,  £3,500, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Surveys,  new  lines  of  railway,  £250, 
agreed  to. 

Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  rolling-stock, 
£40,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  the  Premier  to 
take  a  note  of  the  great  need  there  was  for  a 
little  additional  speed  on  the  Wellington-Eke- 
tahuna  line. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  made  a  note  of  it, 
and  would  ask  the  Commissioners  if  they  could 
make  an  improvement  in  the  way  indicated  by 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  like  to  know  how 
the  money  was  to  be  expended. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  to  be  expended  on 
additional  locomotives,  carriages  for  dairy-pro- 
duce, and  additional  carriages  for  frozen  meat. 

Vbte,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 
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PUBLIC  WOBKS  FUND. — PABT  II. 

CLisa  I. — Pdblic  Wobks. 

Vote,  Public  Works,  Departmental,  £1,800, 
agreed  to. 

Cuiss  II. — BaUiWays. 

Harton-Te  Awamuta  Bailway  construotion 
works,  £50,278. 

Captain  RUSSELIi  wished  to  enter  a  pro- 
teat  against  the  expenditure  for  the  construc- 
tion at  the  north  end  of  the  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way. All  the  heavy  goods  must  go  by  sea,  and 
he  was  sure  the  expenditure  would  be  useless, 
as  very  few  passengers  would  go  through. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  would  be  a  good 
deal  in  the  honourable  gentlemeya's  objection 
if  it  were  not  for  the  expenditure  that  had 
taken  place  on  the  tunnel  and  the  work  already 
done.  It  would  be  a  pity,  now  so  much  had 
been  done,  not  to  lay  the  line  to  the  junction  of 
the  road  that  went  to  Taranaki,  as  it  would  be 
a  great  boon  to  the  Waikato  farmers ;  and  it 
should  be  remembered  that  there  was  settle- 
ment along  the  road,  the  land  towards  the  sea- 
coast  being  good  limestone  country,  which  would 
$oon  be  settled.  He  should  have  demurred  to 
making  the  tunnel,  but  he  thought  it  was  now 
well  to  expend  the  money  as  proposed,  and  so 
finish  that  portion  of  the  work. 

Vote,  £50,278,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Surveys,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  ISth  October,  1894. 


Second  Beading— Otago  Central  Railway— Criminal 
Code  Bill  — Trustees  Bill  -Water-supply  Bill- 
Abattoirs  aod  Slaaghtcrhouses  Bill— Privileges 
ot  the  Houses. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
haU-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Stamp  Bill. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  his  object 
in  giving  notice  of  the  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper  was  to  show  how  unreliable  and  mis- 
leading was  the  foUowing  paragAph,  from  page 
11  of  the  Public  Works  Statement,  referring  to 
the  Otago  Central  Railway : — 

"  As  a  great  deal  of  misconception  seems  to 
exist  in  some  quarters  on  the  subject  of  the 
amounts  specifically  borrowed  for  and  allocated 
to  this  railway,  I  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
have  the  following  statement  prepared,  show- 
ing the  amounts  specially  borrowed  for  the 
Otago  Central  Railway,  and  the  amount  ex- 
pended thereon  up  to  81st  March  last : — 


"  Otaoo  Cextbai.  Batcwat. 
"AUocatiom  out  of  Loam. 
Under  '  The  Kew  Zealand  Loan  Act,         £       s.  d. 
1S82.'— 
Construction,  pormanent-way,  <fec. ...    300,000    0   0' 
Under  "  Ttie  Mew  Zealand  Loan  Act, 
1886,"— 
Constructioa  ...  £110,000   0   0 

Fenuanent-way,  sleep- 
eiB,  and  roUiug-stocIc     00,000   0   0 

300,000    0   0 

Under  'The  New  Zealand  Loan  Act, 
1888,'— 
Constmction  ...    £85,000   0   0 

Permanent-way,  sleep- 
ers, and  rolling-stock     90,000    0   0 


105,000    0   0 

606,000    0  0 
Expenditure  in  excess  of  allocation  ...     32,973    0   0 


Total 


...£837,273    0   0 


"  Expenditwre. 

Total  expenditure  on  Otago  Central 
Ball  way  for  construotion,  perma- 
nent -  way,  and  sleepers  to  Slst 
March,  1894  (as  per  Table  3,  Public 
Wyrks  Statement,  1894) 

Add  rolling  -  stock  provided,  and 
charged  to  separate  vote   ... 

Total  i 


ad. 


021,789    0   0 

15,501    0   0 

S37,S73   0   0 

"The  amounts  shown  in  this  table  as  allo- 
cations for  permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  roll- 
ing-stock were  not  specially  allocated  to  this 
railway  under  any  Act,  but  are  the  proportions 
of  the  total  allocations  for  permanent -way, 
sleepers,  and  rolling-stock  in  the  different  Acts 
which  are  fairly  due  to  the  Otago  Central  Bail- 
way  on  a  mileage  basis.  These  figures  show 
that  not  only  have  the  total  funds  allocated  to 
this  railway  been  actually  expended  thereon, 
but  a  sum  of  £32,278,  taken  from  other  sources, 
has  been  expended  in  addition." 

It  would  be  seen  from  what  he  had  quoted 
that  the  total  sum  expended  in  construction 
and  in  permanent- way  and  sleepers  on  the 
line,  from  its  first  inception  in  1878  up  to 
the  Slst  March  last,  a  period  of  sixteen  years, 
was  £621,769,  and  that  the  allocations  out  of 
loans  were  only  £605,000,  showing  that  the  ex- 
penditure was  in  excess  of  allocation  by  £32,373. 
Now,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  compiler  of  the 
Statement  had  taken  the  allocation  for  expendi- 
ture from  the  raising  of  the  Three-million  Loan 
under  "The  New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1882," 
only,  thus  ignoring  altogether  the  allocations 
from  loans  raised  prior  to  1882,  whioh  ware- 
in  1878,  £55,000;  in  1879,  £120,800 ;  in  1880, 
£68,000;  in  1881,  £36,000;  in  1882,  £50,000: 
or  a  total  during  these  years  of  £329,800.  This, 
added  to  the  compiler's  allocation  of  £505,000, 
gave  a  grand  total  of  appropriation  up  to  1882 
of  £934,800.  Thus,  instead  of  showing  an  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  over  allocation  of  £32,273, 
it  was  evident  that  the  appropriations  had  ex- 
ceeded the  expenditure  by  £313,031.  Had  this 
sum  been  honestly  and  judiciously  expended 
on  it  the  line  would,  by  means  of  a  furUiffi 
appropriation  of  £137,418,  have  been  completed 
to  its  authorised  termination — Lake  Hawea — 
a  distance  of  144  miles,  fully  five  or  six  yean 
ago.  From  the  report  —  No.  2 — of  a  Seleet 
Committee  of  this  Council  on  the  New  2mc 
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land  Loan  Bill  of  1886,  it  appeared  that  up 
to  the  end  of  the  preceding  March  £267,218 
had  been  expended  upon  the  Otago  Central 
Bailway,  and  that  to  oomplete  it  to  Lake 
Eawea,  the  authorised  terminus,  a  further  sum 
of  £855,000  would  be  required.  The  short 
time  that  had  intervened  since  the  Public 
Works  Statement  had  been  in  their  possession 
had  precluded  him  from  critically  examining 
it  in  other  respects.  He  might  say,  however, 
that  if  the  compiler  had  not  displayed  more 
corieotness  in  the  compilation  of  his  other  tables 
than  he  had  done  in  this  instanoe  very  little 
xelianoe  could  be  placed  on  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  if  this 
was  not  a  reflection  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
who  was  in  another  place,  and  therefore  unable 
to  reply.  He  hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
tefram  from  meting  statements  such  as  he  had 
now  made.  He  would  not  make  further  oon- 
tention,  having  just  simply  called  attention  to 
the  point. 

The  Hon.  ilr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  was  pre- 
pared to  prove  every  word,  and  that  be  had  been 
careful  to  write  all  the  figures,  so  that  there 
oould  be  no  mistake  about  it.  Now,  he  must, 
in  justice  to  the  present  Government,  exonerate 
them  from  complicity  in  the  unworthy  and  dis- 
honest tactics  that  had  been  adopted  by  pre- 
vious Governments  for  depriving  the  Otago 
Central  of  its  just  rights  and  expending  the 
funds  specially  voted  for  it  in  other  districts 
«t  the  colony  for  party  purposes.  But,  in  the 
faoe  of  the  facts  he  had  now  detailed,  the 
present  Government  would  richly  deserve  the 
'Censure  of  every  honest  member  of  Parliament 
and  the  'condemnation  of  every  resident  in 
Otago  if  they  did  not  push  on  the  line  to  its 
authorised  termination,  thus  doing  a  modicum 
of  justice,  so  long  delayed,  to  those  who  during 
tiie  last  sixteen  years  had  settled  along  the  line 
under  the  distinct  promise  that  the  work  would 
be  energetically  proceeded  with,  and  that  the 
appropriations  for  it  would  be  faithfully  ex- 
pended. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  T}tat  a 
return  be  laid  on  the  table  ahoiping  the  total 
■expenditure  incurred  and  the  liabilities  exitting 
on  the  Otago  Central  Railway  prior  to  the  rail- 
ing of  the  loan  of  £3,000,000  under  '  The  New 
Zealand  Loan  Act,  1882 ' ;  also  a  return  of  aU 
Impropriations  voted  for  the  Otago  Central  Rail- 
leay  prior  to  the  raising  of  the  loan  under  '  The 
New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1882.' "  —  (Hon.  Mr. 
Bbykolds.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 

On  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
made  in  this  Bill  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  when 
he  introduced  the  Bill  into  the  Connoil  the 
object  was,  practically,  to  do  what  was  known 
as  raising  "  the  ago  of  consent."  That  was 
done,  and  the  Bill  went  down  to  the  other 
-Chamber.  If  he  might  be  permitted  to  refer 
to  what  took  place  there  he  might  say  that 
in  that  Chamber  there  was  another  measure, 


having  the  same  name,  which  had  for  its  object 
what  was  contained  in  clause  i.  It  was  very 
hard  to  deprive  any  one  who  might  be  inno- 
cent of  anything  to  which  he  was  entitled, 
but  he  was  bound  to  say  this  was  a  piece  of 
legislation  which  he  could  not  approve  of.  As 
representing  the  legal  profession,  he  should  be 
wanting  in  his  duty  were  he  to  consent  to  any 
such  legislation  as  this.  In  his  time  he  had 
defended  a  good  many  criminals,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  his  experience  had  been  that 
invariably  juries  were  rather  inclined  to  clem- 
ency than  otherwise.  If  honourable  members 
looked  at  clause  416  of  the  Criminal  Code  Act, 
under  the  heading  "  Appeal,"  they  would  find 
the  following : — 

"  (1.)  After  the  conviction  of  any  person  for 
any  crime,  the  Court  before  which  the  trial 
takes  place  may,  either  during  the  sittings  or 
afterwards,  give  leave  to  the  person  convicted  to 
apply  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  for  a  new  trial  on 
the  ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the 
weight  of  evidence.  The  Court  of  Appeal  may, 
upon  hearing  such  motion,  direct  a  new  trial  if 
it  thinks  fit. 

"  (2.)  In  the  case  of  a  trial  before  a  District 
Court  snch  leave  may  be  given,  during  or  at 
the  end  of  the  sitting,  by  the  Judge  who  pre- 
sided at  the  trial." 

This  new  clause  had  reference  specially  to  a 
prisoner  who  had  been  convicted,  imd  whose 
sentence  of  death  had  been  commuted  to  im- 
prisonment for  life.  In  the  Criminal  Code  Act 
passed  iMt  session  provision  was  made  for 
appeal,  and  in  this  new  clause  i  it  was  pro- 
posed that  this  criminal,  who  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  Criminal  Code  Act  came  into 
operation,  should  have  the  privilege  contained 
in  clause  416  of  "  The  Criminal  Code  Aot, 
1893."    The  new  clause  read  as  follows : — 

"Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in 
'The  Criminal  Code  Act,  1893,'  the  prisoner 
Louis  Ohemis,  now  in  Her  Majesty's  Gaol  at 
Lyttelton,  under  conviction  for  murder,  shall 
have  the  right  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
for  a  new  trial,  as  provided  in  the  four  hundred 
and  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  Act." 

The  position  would  be  this :  that,  assuming 
the  prisoner  got  a  new  trial,  and  that  a  con- 
viction took  place,  he  might  find  himself  in 
a  very  awkwurd  position.  His  impression  was 
that  the  Crown  might  not  be  so  lenient  with 
him  if  they  found  him  guilty.  Of  course,  he 
might  not  take  advantage  of  this ;  but  in  any 
case  it  was  a  piece  of  legislation  to  which  he 
(Sir  P.  A.  Buckley)  could  be  no  party.  He 
moved.  That  this  Counoil  does  not  agree  with 
the  atnendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Criminal  Code  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  would  move,  as  an 
amendment,  That  new  clause  4,  inserted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Criminal 
Code  Act  Amendment  BiU,  be  agreed  to.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  had  told  them  that  it  was 
a  hard  thing  for  an  innocent  man  to  be  im- 
prisoned ;  and  then  he  had  made  this  most 
extraordinary  statement :  that  his  duty  to  his 
profession  would  prevent  him  from   approv- 
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ing  of  such  legislation  as  this.  He  (Mr.  Rigg) 
thought  that  a  man's  duty  to  his  conscience 
and  to  his  fellow -man  ought  to  be  superior 
to  his  duty  to  any  profession  in  the  world.  If 
a  man  was  innocent,  and  was  wrongly  im- 
prisoned, it  was  their  duty  to  see  that  justice 
was  done  to  him.  What  this  clause  proposed 
to  do  was  this  :  It  did  not  propose  to  pardon  a 
guilty  man,  it  did  not  propose  to  set  an  innocent 
man  free,  but  it  proposed  to  give  Chemis  a  right 
to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  for  that 
Court  to  determine  whether  the  verdict  was 
against  the  weight  of  evidence,  and  then  to  give 
bim  a  new  trial  if  they  considered  it  necessary. 
Ue  did  not  think  anything  could  be  more  just 
or  proper  than  that.  As  regarded  the  case 
itself,  the  circumstances  were  no  doubt  well 
known  to  honourable  members;  but  he  was 
absent  from  the  colony  at  the  time  the  crime 
was  committed,  and  therefore,  he  believed,  he 
was  free  from  the  prejudice  which  was  likely 
to  arise  in  the  minds  of  many  owing  to  the 
excitement  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
trial.  Lately  he  had  given  the  matter  some 
attontion,  and  had  read  the  evidence  on  which 
Ohemis  was  convicted,  and  also  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Select  Conunittee  in  another 
place. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Where  did 
you  get  the  evidence  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIQG.— Prom  the  Evening 
Pott,  and  another  portion  from  a  parliament- 
ary paper.  He  had  come  to  two  conclusions : 
First,  that  the  evidence  on  which  the  man  was 
convicted  was  not  sufficient — and  ho  was  sur- 
prised to  think  that  there  should  have  been 
found  twelve  intelligent  men  who  could  have 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  Guilty  on  a  capital 
charge  on  such  evidence.  He  thought  the 
summing-up  of  the  Judge  was  very  clear.  He 
told  the  jury  the  principal  evidence  was  that 
afforded  by  some  pieces  of  paper  that  were 
found  near  the  scene  of  the  murder,  and  some 
more  pieces  that  were  said  to  be  discovered  in 
Ghemis's  bouse,  and  that  these  formed  a  com- 
plete portion  of  a  newspaper.  But  it  was  sug- 
gested that  there  might  be  an  error  in  the 
evidence  of  those  who  collected  the  papers; 
and  their  evidence  was  most  unsatisfactory. 
The  papers  might  have  been  mixed,  and  so,  in 
that  case,  the  evidence  would  not  count  for 
so  much.  The  Judge  himself  had  admitted 
that,  in  regard  to  this  evidence,  there  was  a 
possibility  of  error.  He  (Mr.  Rigg)  wanted  to 
put  this  view  to  the  Council :  Supposing  there 
was  a  certain  portion  of  the  newspaper  picked 
up  at  the  scene  of  the  murder,  and  another 
piece  of  paper  taken  from  Chemis's  house,  and 
that  which  was  taken  from  the  house  was  lost 
or  destroyed,  and  the  one  portion  taken  from 
the  scene  of  the  murder  was  marked  as  having 
come  from  the  house,  what  evidence  was  there 
then  against  the  man  ?  Yet  on  this  paper  evi- 
dence he  was  convicted.  There  was  no  motive 
shown  for  the  crime,  and  the  Judge  himself  said 
that  there  was  no  motive  proved.  In  murder 
cases  motive,  he  always  understood,  was  a  most 
essential  thing  to  secure  conviction.  Then,  the 
only  person  who  could  have  proved  wheie 
Bon.  Mr.  Bigg 


Chemis  was  at  the  time  the  murder  was  saiS 
to  have  been  committed  was  bis  wife,  but  she, 
under  the  then -existing  law,  was  debarred 
from  giving  evidence.  The  law  had  since  been 
altered,  and  in  the  case  of  a  new  trial  it  would 
be  possible  for  his  wife  to  say  where  he  was  at 
the  time,  and  whether  he  was  in  his  own  resi- 
dence or  not.  It  was  impossible  that  it  could 
be  shown  where  he  was  at  the  time  the  crime 
was  committed  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial — 
if  he  was  in  his  own  hoase  —  because  then 
was  no  one  there  who  was  competent  to  give 
evidence  that  he  was  in  his  house.  He  would 
ask  honourable  members  to  remember  that 
when  the  petition  was  signed  for  Chemis's 
reprieve  it  was  signed  by  8,780  people  in  Wel- 
lington— nearly  the  whole  of  the  male  adults 
in  the  uity.  Writing  on  this  matter,  im- 
mediately after  the  verdict  was  given,  the 
editor  of  the  Evtning  Pott  said,  in  bis  leading 
article, — 

"  Intense  astonishment  is  the  prevailing  feel- 
ing with  which  the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the 
Eaiwara  case  has  been  received  by  the  pub- 
lic   ..    .    " 

That  was  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  watched 
the  evidence  closely,  and  followed  the  case 
through  from  beginning  to  end.  Now  let  them 
see  what  sort  of  a  man  it  was  who  was  con- 
victed of  having  perpetrated  this  most  atro- 
cious murder.  He  was  a  man  who  was  known 
to  have  been  in  a  good  position  in  the  Hutt 
district  for  many  years.  A  gentleman  named 
Mr.  Bergin  stated  that  he  had  known  Chemis 
for  eleven  or  twelve  years  as  a  sober,  indus- 
trious man ;  and  Mr.  William  Fitzherbert, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  stated  that  Cb^mis  bad 
been  employed  by  the  Hutt  County  Council  for 
some  time,  and  that  he  was  proved  to  be  in- 
dustrious, hard-working,  and  sober,  and  he  had 
promoted  him.  It  was  also  shown  that  he  was 
a  good  husband  and  a  good  father,  and  by  so- 
means  a  vindictive  man.  On  the  evidence  he 
(Mr.  Rigg)  would  take  him  to  be  the  last  man 
who  would  commit  a  murder.  A  man  wbo 
was  about  to  commit  a  crime  like  that,  he 
thought,  would  rather  be  one  who  would  expect 
to  have  a  certain  amount  of  suspicion  falling 
upon  him,  and  would  therefore  be  prepared  to 
leave  the  country.  As  to  what  the  result  would 
be  in  this  case  if  the  man  Chemis  succeeded 
in  getting  a  new  trial — he  spoke  subject  to 
correction  by  his  legal  friends — he  understood 
that  if  he  were  found  Guilty  he  would  be  hung. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No ;  he 
would  be  likely  to  be  hung. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  understood  Chemis  was 
willing  to  take  that  chance ;  and,  that  being  so, 
could  any  one  ask  anything  further?  It  was 
not  a  question  of  punishing  him  at  all.  Ho  was 
willing  to  risk  his  life  on  the  chance  of  having 
an  opportunity  of  proving  his  innocence.  After 
reading  the  evidence,  and  giving  the  case  veiy 
calm  and  careful  consideration,  he  had  satisfied 
himself  that  the  man  was  innocent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  desired  to- 
draw  attention  to  another  amendment  in  the 
Bill,  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  not  al- 
luded to :  he  referred  to  section  2.    He  desire& 
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to  say  also  that  he  entirely  ooincided  with  the 
view  the  Attorney-General  had  taken  in  regard 
to  Chemis ;  but  he  hoped  he  would  not  overlook 
the  other  amendment,  as  he  (Sir  G.  S.  Whit- 
znore)  did  not  agree  with  it. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said 
that  regarding  the  first  amendment — the  one 
raising  the  age  of  consent  to  sixteen  years — 
he  did  not  see  the  slightest  objection  to  that, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  matter  that  re- 
quired any  disagreement,  as  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had,  after  careful  considera- 
tion, fixed  the  age  at  sixteen.  With  regard 
to  the  Chemis  case,  this  Bill  provided  further 
legislation  for  him ;  and  his  case  was  one  of 
those'  where,  no  matter  how  guilty  a  man 
might  be,  by  constant  iteration  and  reiteration 
some  people  were  got  to  believe  there  was 
something  in  his  plea  of  innocence.  He  knew 
a  nnmber  of  cases  where,  by  constant  agita- 
tion, a  feeling  had  been  created  in  a  prisoner's 
lavour,  to  the  detriment  of  the  administration 
of  justice.  He  had  watched  this  case  very 
closely  at  the  time  it  was  tried,  Euid  also  when 
there  was  a  further  inquiry  held,  when  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  were  gone  into 
again.  After  very  oareful  inquiry  he  believed 
the  condnsion  come  to  was  that  justice  had 
been  done.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Rigg  did  not  refer 
to  the  fact  that  Chemis  had  been  engaged  in 
litigation  with  Hawkings,  the  man  who  was 
murdered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIOQ.— The  Judge  at  the  trial 
told  the  jury  to  take  no  notice  of  rumours. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
there  was  the  fact  that  there  was  a  bad  feeling 
between  them,  and  that  a  stiletto  was  used, 
and  that  they  knew  who  used  a  stiletto.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  wilful  murders  ever  com- 
mitted in  the  colony,  and  ho  hoped  that  on 
account  of  a  certain  false  sympathy  with  the 
accused  the  Council  would  not  agree  to  the 
amendments.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  in  his 
own  mind  that  justice  was  done  in  the  convic- 
tion, and  under  the  circumstances  he  could  see 
that  any  Court  of  Appeal  must  come  to  only 
one  conclusion,  and,  that  being  the  case,  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  hopes  of  the 
prisoner  would  never  be  realised.  When  a 
petition  was  sent  in  for  the  sentence  to  be 
commuted  the  Governor,  of  course,  investigated 
the  matter,  but  owing  to  the  agitation  which 
had  been  kept  up  by  a  number  of  Chemis's 
friends,  and  which  heul  gone  on  since,  this 
matter  had  again  come  up.  In  a  question  of 
this  kind  there  was  always  a  certain  amount  of 
sympathy,  no  matter  how  strong  the  evidence 
^as.  He  did  not  think  any  good  would  be  done 
by  setting  up  this  Court  of  Appeal,  and,  besides 
the  fact  of  a  precedent  being  established,  no 
good  would  be  got  by  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAGGREGOR  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to 
do  its  duty  with  regard  to  this  important 
amendment.  The  proposal  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  he  had  ever  known  to  be 
submitted  to  any  Legislature.  It  amounted 
to  this:  that  the  Legislature  was  really  to 
constitute  itself  a  Court  of  Appeal.    They  had 


heard  a  member  of  that  Council  advocating 
this  clause  of  the  Bill  on  what  ground?  On 
the  ground  that  he  had  studied  the  evidence 
carefully,  calmly,  deliberately,  and  judicially, 
and  that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
Chemis  hod  been  wrongly  convicted.  That 
simply  meant  that  every  individual  member  of 
that  Legislature  was  a  Judge  of  appeal  from 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  objected  altogether  to 
this  matter  being  considered  by  them  on  the 
evidence,  as  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  judge 
or  form  an  opinion  of  any  kind  whether  this 
man  was  properly  convicted  or  not.  The  ques- 
tion for  them  to  consider  was,  whether  he  had 
a  fair  trial  according  to  the  law  of  the  country, 
and  if  they  weighed  the  evidence  one  way  oc 
{mother  they  could  not  say  whether  the  jury 
were  justified  in  bringing  in  such  a  verdict  or 
not.  He  thought  their  course  was  to  say  that 
this  man  had  bad  a  fair  trial  before  a  Judge 
and  a  Court  of  law,  and  before  a  jury  of  his  own 
countrymen.     He  was  also  ably  defended 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— They  were  not  his 
countrymen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREQOB  said  he  was 
tried,  he  presumed,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Wellington  and  the  neighbourhood,  and 
for  that  purpose  they  were  his  countrymen.  He 
thought  this  proposal  really  amounted  to  this  : 
A  verdict  of  the  Supreme  Court  arrived  at  in 
proper  form  was  to  be  set  aside ;  and,  if  that 
was  done  in  this  case,  there  would  be  no  limit 
nor  end  to  such  proceedings.  The  man  had 
been  convicted,  and  the  judgment  of  capital 
punishment  awarded  him  was  commuted  to 
imprisonment  for  life.  He,  for  one,  declined 
to  consider  whether  the  evidence  was  such  as 
to  justify  the  verdict  or  whether  it  was  not, 
but  he  thought  the  Council  should  not  inter- 
fere, as  it  would  create  a  precedent  of  a  most 
dangerous  character,  and  frustrate  the  ends  of 
justice ;  and  it  would  create  a  precedent  whioh 
would  lay  it  open  to  any  individual  convicted 
of  crime  and  sentenced  to  capital  punishment 
to  avail  himself  of.  The  proposal  was  a  most 
dangerous  one,  and  he  was  quite  sure  the 
Council  would  not  entertain  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  there  was 
one  matter  he  wished  to  refer  to.  A  petition 
was  presented  lo  the  Governor,  and  His  Excel- 
lency took  the  trouble  to  go  into  the  matter 
fully  himself.  It  was  a  petition  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  prisoner,  and  the  Governor  de- 
clined to  give  any  relief  because  he  thought 
Chemis  had  beeu  rightly  convicted.  For  that 
reason,  irrespective  of  other  reasons  given,  he 
thought  the  Council  should  not  interfere  in 
this  matter.  It  had  been  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  there  was  no  justification  for  the 
Council  agreeing  to  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
not  in  favour  of  capital  punishment,  and  never 
had  been.  He  might  also  say,  without  any 
breach  of  confidence,  that  he  had  been  able  to 
save  the  lives  of  mora  than  two  persons  who 
had  been  tn  txtremit. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — When  you  ought  not  to 
have  done  it. 
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The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he 
thought  he  vras  right.  On  one  occasion  there 
was  a  conviction,  »nd  he  was  not  satisfied 
that  evidence  which  had  been  received  by  the 
Judge  ought  to  have  been  received.  The 
matter  went  into  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  it 
was  held  there  that  he  wag  right,  and  that  the 
evidence  was  not  properly  received.  He  bad 
oaght  the  Judge  himself,  and  the  man  was 
saved.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Kigg  had  made  a  violent 
attack  upon  him,  and  had  stated  that  he  (Sir 
P.  A.  Buckley)  had  said  that  his  duty  to  his 
profession  would  prevent  his  approving  of  such 
legislation.  But  what  he  had  stated  had  been 
that,  as  representing  the  profession  to  which 
he  belonged,  he  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  the 
State  he  could  not  get  away  from.  He  had  a 
certain  duty  to  perform,  and  personally  he 
regretted  he  had  been  obliged  to  do  it,  and  he 
would  very  much  rather  see  a  guilty  person 
escape  than  that  an  innocent  person  should  be 
kept  in  prison  one  hour  if  he  could  help  it.- 
He  would  not  go  into  the  merits  of  this 
case,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  had  put 
the  matter  very  clearly.  It  was  not  for  the 
Council  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  man's  guilt  or  innocence.  The 
fact  was,  a  fair  trial  in  the  Court  of  the  land 
had  taken  place,  and  the  clemency  of  the 
Crown  had  been  exercised  on  Chcmis's  behalf, 
and  the  sentence  commuted  to  imprisonment 
for  life.  From  his  own  experience  he  knew 
that  a  great  amount  of  agitation  had  taken 
place  on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  man,  and  be 
felt  this  would  do  him  more  harm  than  good, 
and  it  would  be  much  better  if  Chemia  were 
left  alone.  This  agitation  would  not  do  him 
good.  He  might  also  mention  that,  at  the 
time  the  case  vna  tried,  he  had  had  a  chance 
of  defending  Chemis,  whose  solicitor  prior  to 
his  death  had  asked  him,  if  anything  should 
happen,  to  take  the  case  in  hand.  However, 
he  did  not  do  so,  as  Chemis's  solicitor  con- 
ducted the  case  himself.  He  was  not  satis- 
fied himself  whether  Chemis  was  guilty  or  not 
guilty ;  therefore  he  thought  he  was  just  as  fair 
a  judge  of  the  evidence  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg : 
but  the  jury  at  the  trisj  had  found  the  man 
guilty,  and  after  his  sentence  the  clemency  of 
the  Grown  was  exercised  in  his  behalf,  and  his 
sentence  was  commuted  to  imprisonment  for 
life.  He  repeated  again  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  tliis  agitation  would  in  the  end 
do  more  harm  to  the  unfortunate  man  than 
good.  With  regard  to  Chemis  himself,  he  might 
say  that  from  what  he  had  heard  he  believed 
him  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  character,  and 
there  were  very  few  men  in  his  position  who 
bore  a  better  character  than  be  did.  However, 
any  interference  with  the  law  as  it  stood  would 
be  subversive  of  justice,  and  against  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  and  he  thought  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGQ,  as  a  personal  explana- 
tion, said  his  remarks  were  not  intended  as  an 
attack  on  the  Attorney-General,  but  upon  what 
he  (Mr.  Bigg)  thought  to  be  his  argument.  He 
had  taken  the  honourable  gentleman's  words 
down  as  follows :  "  He  would  be  wanting  in  his 


duty  to  his  profession  if  he  approved  of  this 
kind  of  legidation."  If  he  had  taken  them 
down  wrongly  be  would  withdraw  the  remarks 
he  had  made  in  his  speech. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  amendment  in  clause  2  be  disagreed  with." 


Ayes,  21. 

Bamicoat 

Man  tell 

Richardson 

Bonar 

McLean 

Eigg 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Shrimski 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Jennings 

Peacock 

Whitmore 

Kelly 

Fharazyn 
Noes,  9. 

Whyte. 

Acland 

Jenkinson 

Reynolds 

Bolt 

Kerr 

Stewart 

Bowen 

MacGregor 

Taiaroa. 

Majority  for. 

12. 

Motion  a 

greed  to,  and  amendment  in  olaus* 

2  disagreed 

with. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question.  <*  That 

clause  4  be 

disagreed  with." 
Ayes,  2i. 

Acland 

MacGregor 

Reynolds 

Bamicoat 

ManteU 

Richardson 

Bolt 

McLean 

Stewart 

Bonar 

Montgomery 

Swan.son 

Bowen 

Oliver 

Taiaroa 

Buckley 

Ormond 

Walker.  L. 

Dignan 

Peacock 

Whitmore 

Jennings 

Fharazyn 
Noes,  5. 

Whyte. 

Feldwick 

Kelly 

Bigg. 

Jenkinsou 

Kerr 

Majority  for,  19. 

Clause  i  disagreed  with. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Sir  G.  S. 
Whitmore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  and  the 
Tnover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up 
reasons. 

The  Council  subsequently  adopted  the  follow- 
ing reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  Criminal  Code  Bill : — 

"  Clause  2  :  Because  in  this  climate  a  female 
is  fully  matured  before  she  is  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  usually  before  she  attains  the  age  of 
fifteen." 

"  New  clause  4 :  Because  it  is  undesirabla 
that  Parliament  should  constitute  itself  a 
Court  of  review  of  the  decision  and  verdicts  of 
the  Supremo  Court,  and  that  in  the  case  of  the 
convict  Chemis  he  was  found  guilty  by  a  juiT 
of  his  countrymen  after  an  exhaustive  bial  and 
duly  sentenced  to  death." 

TRUSTEES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving. 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
its  object  was  to  enable  private  trustees  to  in- 
vest funds  intrusted  to  them  upon  what  were 
known  as  perpetual  leases,  and  leases  in  per- 
petuity, and  leases  held  under  the  West  Coast 
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Settlement  Keserves  Aot  of  1892.  Before  doing 
EC  all  the  conditions  must  be  complied  with,  so 
that  there  would  be  no  forfeiture,  and  trustees 
would  be  perfectly  safe  in  making  advances  of 
that  kind  should  thej  think  iit  to  do  so.  The 
amount  which  was  to  bo  lent  was  only  to  be  up 
to  one-third  of  the  lease  interest  in  the  pro- 
perty. As  honourable  members  would  remem- 
ber, by  the  Qovernment  Insurance  Act  they 
were  not  allowed  to  advance  more  than  one- 
hslf  the  value  on  real  estate,  and  were  not 
allowed  to  invest  on  anything  but  freehold 
seourity.  It  was  proposed  now  that  the  privi- 
lege conferred  by  this  Bill  should  be  aSorded  to 
the  Glovemment  Life  Insurance  Department  on 
the  game  conditions. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
this  was  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Trustees  Act 
passed  two  or  three  years  ago.  There  were 
some  defects  in  that  legislation  which  it  was 
necessary  to  amend.  He  had  put  a  notice  on 
the  Supplementary  Order  Paper  of  additional 
provisions  to  give  power  to  trustees  to  lease 
Wd  on  terms  similar  to  those  prevailing  in 
leases  with  renewal,  or  what  were  called  cor- 
poration leases.  At  the  present  time  trustees 
were  greatly  handicapped  by  having  to  offer 
terms  of  lease  different  from  those  that  Har- 
bour Boards,  Corporations,  and  so  forth  had 
power  to  give.  Many  tencuits  preferred  a 
lease  of  this  kind  to  the  ordinary  form  of  lease 
that  trustees  had  power  to  give,  and  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  proposal  he 
had  placed  on  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  this  Bill  appeared 
to  extend  the  operation  of  the  Trustees  Act,  so 
as  to  enable  a  trustee,  whether  a  private  or  a 
public  trustee,  to  lend  money  to  Water-supply 
Boards.  Under  the  present  Act  money  could 
only  be  lent  on  stocks,  funds,  or  Government 
securities,  public  securities,  or  New  Zealand 
debentures  of  Corporations  and  County  Coun- 
cils ;  but  it  was  extended  now  under  section  3 
to  Water-supply  Boards.  The  question,  in  bis 
mind,  was,  whether  these  were  a  good  security 
for  trust  funds.  A  Water-supply  Board  might 
consist  of  two  Koad  Boards  joined  together  for 
water-supply  purposes.  That  was  a  matter  for 
the  Council's  consideration.  Besides  that,  it 
was  proposed  by  section  2  to  allow  trust  moneys 
to  be  advanced  on  any  Native  land  held 
on  lease  in  perpetuity  under  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Reserves  Aot.  Now,  the  Public 
Trustee  had  no  power  whatever  to  lease  land 
in  perpetuity ;  he  had  no  authority  under  law 
to  do  that :  and  he  (Mr.  Kelly)  did  not  know 
what  meaning  there  could  be  in  this  provision. 
The  Public  Trustee  could  simply  let  land  for 
twenty-one  years,  with  a  right  of  renewal  on 
valuation.  That  was  the  limit  of  his  autho- 
rity at  present,  and  yet  this  Bill  proposed  that 
money  should  be  advanced  on  sach  leases  in 
perpetuity.  Then,  again ,  by  subsection  (3),  deal- 
ing with  the  same  subject. — the  West  Coast 
Settlements  Reserves  Act, — he  was  prohibited 
from  making  advances  on  any  land  held  on 
lease  under  that  Aot.  What  the  meaning  of  it 
was  he  could  not  say.  So  far  as  the  Public 
Trastee  was  concerned,  the  Bill  would  be  in- 


operative, and  could  have  no  meaning  unless 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring 
in  power  to  the  Public  Trustee  to  lease  for  999 
years.  Then,  with  regard  to  section  3,  the 
words  were  retrospective.  Anything  done  be- 
fore the  passing  of  this  Bill  and  since  the 
passing  of  the  original  Act  in  1891,  whether 
or  not  the  thing  was  sanctioned  by  law,  could 
be  brought  in.  He  thought  that  making  laws 
retrospective  was  objectionable,  and  entirely 
opposed  to  the  Interpretation  Act,  and  to  the 
Instructions  to  the  Governor.  There  were  some 
other  amendments  he  would  like  to  get  made, 
but  they  were  trifling,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  refer  to  them  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  it  was 
dangerous  that  a  person  should  be  enabled  to 
advance  upon  leasehold  property  money  that 
was  perhaps  held  in  trust  for  infants.  That 
was  a  very  serious  thing,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
allowed.  They  all  knew  what  had  happened 
respecting  the  values  of  freeholds ;  and  how 
much  less  certain  would  the  seourity  of  lease- 
hold be  t  Under  these  circumstances  he  wag 
prepared  to  vote  against  the  Bill,  as  he  con- 
sidered it  a  rather  dangerous  proposal  to  make. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

WATER-SUPPLY  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
That  this  BUI  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
that  "  The  Water-supply  Aot,  1891,"  provided 
no  power  by  which  County  Councils  and  Water 
Boards  could  raise  special  loans,  or  pay  out  of 
loan  anything  in  the  nature  of  preliminary  ex- 
penses. The  machinery  contained  in  this  Bill 
was  practically  for  that  purpose;  also  there 
was  provision  in  clause  8 — the  rest  was  of  very 
little  imp6rtanoe— to  make  regulations  respect- 
ing irrigation.  With  the  view  of  encoaraging 
lessees  to  improve  their  property  by  causing 
irrigation-works  to  be  constructed,  it  had  been 
thought  desirable  to  provide  that  when  the 
leases  terminated  they  should  be  taken  into 
account,  and  proper  compensation  paid  for 
any  work  of  this  kind.  This  was  the  object  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  clause  2 
was  in  the  nature  of  retrospective  legislation, 
and  would  like  to  give  the  honourable  gentle- 
man notice  that  when  it  went  into  Committee 
he  would  ask  for  an  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances which  made  this  legislation  necessary. 
He  had  no  desire  to  say  anything  against  the 
Bill.  It  might  be  necessary,  but  one  liked  to 
see  what  there  was  underneath. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  noticed  a  rather 
singular  provision  in  clause  6.  It  was  provided 
that  compensation  for  the  land  taken  was  not 
to  exceed  the  value  of  such  land  according  to 
the  valuation  thereof  in  force  under  "  The  Pro- 
perty Assessment  Act,  1885."  That  seemed  a 
rather  singular  provision,  A  man's  land  wag 
to  be  taken  at  a  value  not  exceeding  the  land- 
tax  value.  The  land  might  have  much  increased 
in  value.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  in 
accordance  with  the  same  principle  as  was 
contiLined  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


760 


Abattoirs  and 


[COUNCIL.]    Slaughterhouses  Bill.     [Oct.  16 


thai  the  Govemment  or  the  local  body  yros 
to  make  its  own  bargain.  It  was  certainly  an 
extraordinary  clause  to  introduce  into  a  public 
Act,  and,  he  thought,  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered in  Committee. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

ABATTOIRS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
this  was  a  consolidation  Bill,  and  repealed 
five  Acts  that  were  now  in  existence,  and  it 
made  further  necessary  provision  for  abattoirs 
and  slaughterhouses.  Clause  16  provided  for 
the  recovery  of  stallage,  et  cetera.  In  clause 
SO  there  was  a  great  deal  of  new  matter.  The 
general  provisions  of  this  clause  were  for  the 
inspection,  from  time  to  time,  of  yards  and 
abattoirs,  the  prevention  of  cruelty,  proper  and 
efficient  sanitary  construction,  ventilation,  and 
so  on,  and  for  preventing  the  sale  of  meat  dis- 
eased and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  or  the 
sale  for  consumption  of  meat  not  supplied  from 
public  abattoirs  and  slaughterhouses.  The 
whole  power  was  put  in  the  bands  of  the  local 
authorities — power  to  build  abattoirs,  and  to 
borrow  money  for  the  purpose ;  power  to  pre- 
vent diseased  meat  from  being  slaughtered; 
and  generally  to  see  that  the  towns  or  dis- 
tricts got  wholesome  meat.  Then,  in  clause  34, 
there  was  a  new  provision,  subsection  (2) : — 

"  A  report  by  and  under  the  hand  of  the  keeper 
of  every  such  abattoir  and  slaughterhouse  of 
all  cattle  slaughtered  during  the  preceding 
week,  and  containing  the  particulars  above 
stated,  shall  be  weekly  transmitted  to  the 
Inspector  of  the  district  in  which  such  abattoir 
or  slaughterhouse  is  situate." 

Then,  there  was  another  clause,  clause  SO : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend 
to  any  person  or  company  slaughtering  or 
causing  to  be  slaughtered  large  or  small  cattle 
at  or  upon  his  or  their  own  residence,  run,  or 
farm,  for  the  use  or  consumption  of  persons 
and  workpeople  resident  or  employed  thereat 
or  thereon,  and  not  for  sale  to  other  persons." 

And  clause  58 : — 

"  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion for  any  meat  or  large  or  small  cattle 
destroyed  pursuant  to  any  by-law  under  this 
Act." 

Clause  37,  which  he  had  omitted  to  notice, 
was  an  important  clause : — 

"  Every  person  who  destroys  the  skin  of  any 
large  or  small  cattle,  or  cuts  out,  bums,  or 
otherwise  destroys  or  defaces  any  brand  upon 
any  such  skin,  or  every  person  who  is  in  pos- 
session of  any  such  skin  from  which  the  brand 
has  been  cut  or  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed 
or  defaced,  without  being  able  to  give  a  satis- 
iactory  account  thereof,  is,  for  every  such 
offence,  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds." 

What  he  had  mentioned  was  what  was  new 

in  the  Bill.    The  measure  had  received  a  great 

deal  of  attention  in  another  place,  and  also 

when  before  the  Select  Committee,   He  thought 

Hon.  Mr.  Pharasyn 


it  was  a  great  improyement  upon  previons 
legislation,  and  he  could  say  so,  having  looked 
carefully  through  the  existing  laws  and  com- 
pared them  with  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  was  very  sorry 
to  see  that  in  this  Bill  the  distance  was  reduced 
so  that  a  slaughterhouse  might  be  erected  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  boundary  of  a  borough.  He 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  kept 
the  mile  limit,  and  to  have  made  a  proviso  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  local  authorities,  in 
special  cases  abattoirs  might  be  erected  within 
half  a  mile  of  a  borough.  Though  that  might 
be  allowed  in  some  cases,  where  the  drain- 
age system  allowed  of  it,  he  thought  that 
generally  the  mile  limit  should  have  been  pro- 
vided. He  was  glad  to  see  that  extra  power 
of  inspection  was  given  to  local  bodies,  because 
at  the  present  time  he  thought  the  great  trouble 
that  arose  with  regard  to  diseased  meat  was 
not  in  connection  with  meat  that  was  killed  at 
proper  slaughterhouses.  Under  the  present 
law,  if  a  man  bought  a  beast  and  took  it  In  a 
shed  and  killed  it  nothing  could  be  done  unleac 
the  Inspector  actually  caught  the  man  in  the 
act  of  killing  it — ^he  could  take  no  steps  at  all ; 
but  he  thought  subsection  (11)  of  clause  SO, 
referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  wonld 
meet  the  difficulty,  for  it  provided  "  For  pre- 
venting and  prohibiting  the  sale  or  attempted 
sale  or  consumption  of  meat  not  supplied  hrom 
abattoirs  or  slaughterhouses  under  this  Act." 
He  wa.8  very  gletd  that  the  Government  had 
thought  fit  to  make  extra  provision  as  to  the 
power  of  the  local  authorities  to  make  by-lawe. 
With  regard  to  clause  33,  it  seemed  there  was 
an  alteration.  It  provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  appoint  Inspectors  of  slaughter- 
houses, while  under  the  present  law  he  thought 
the  local  authorities  had  the  appointment  of 
Inspectors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  did  not  think 
that  the  objection  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  3^enkinson, 
as  to  abattoirs  being  placed  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  boundary  of  a  borough,  et  cetera,  was  of 
very  great  consequence,  because  the  whole  thing 
depended  on  such  places  being  kept  in  a  proper 
state  of  cleanliness.  On  the  Continent  he  had 
frequently  seen  abattoirs  close  to  thickly-popu- 
lated towns,  but  they  were  kept  in  a  state  of 
the  most  perfect  cleanliness ;  and  under  propel 
restrictions  no  nuisance  could  possibly  arise. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

PRIVILEGES  OP  THE  HOUSES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  brought  up  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Conference 
on  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  the  New  Zea- 
land Consols  Bill,  the  Harbours  Bill,  and  the 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill : — 

"The  Managers  appointed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  to  conduct  the  Conference  on  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill,  the  New  Zealand  Console 
Bill,  the  Harbours  Act  Amendment  Bill,  and 
the  Government  Advaxices  to  Settlers  Bill,  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  they  have  met  the 
Managers  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

"The  Managers  of  the  Council  and  Honaa 
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iiave  been  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  privilege 
claimed  by  the  House. 

"  Considering  the  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  the  exigencies  o{  the  position,  it  was  agreed 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  several  Bills 
on  their  merits. 

"This  proceeding  shall  not  be  drawn  into  a 
precedent  or  held  to  be  a  waiver  of  the  privi- 
leges claimed  by  the  House. 

"  The  Managers  have  come  to  the  following 
agreement  regarding  the  Bills,  viz. : — 

"  The  Laiid  for  Settlements  BtZi.— The  House 
Accepts  the  Council's  amendments  in  this  Bill, 
with  the  following  alterations  in  the  wording  of 
the  new  clause  8 :  In  line  45,  erase  '  in  one 
block  more,'  and  insert '  an  estate  comprising 
one  or  more  blocks  and  being  of  a  greater  totsJ 
area ' ;  and  in  line  47,  erase  '  block,'  and  insert 
'  estate,'  and,  in  the  same  line,  erase  '  contigu- 
ous.' In  line  52,  after  '  land,'  insert  '  any  two 
of  such  classes ' ;  and  in  line  53,  after  *  class,' 
insert  'or  all  the  classes  combined.' 

"  The  New  Zealand  CotisoU  BUI.— The  Go- 
Ternment  having  undertaken,  by  message  from 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  reduce  the  total 
Amount  of  deposit  from  £1,000,000  to  £500,000, 
not  more  than  £250,000  to  be  raised  in  any  one 
year,  the  Council  waives  its  amendment  in  line 
d2,  clause  i.  The  word  '  forty  '  is  restored.  The 
House  accepts  the  other  amendments  of  the 
Council. 

"  The  Harhoun  Act  Amendment  Bill. — The 
House  accepts  the  amendments  of  the  Council, 
except  the  one  in  line  15,  clause  2,  which  the 
Council  waives. 

"  Tlie  Qovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill. 
— The  House  accepts  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Council  except  those  in  subsections  (3)  and 
{4)  of  clause  24  and  subsection  (1)  of  clause  43. 
The  Council  agrees  in  subsections  (3)  and  (4)  to 
substitute  '  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds' 
for  'one  thousand  pounds';  and  in  subsection 
(1)  of  clause  43  to  substitute  '  three-fifths '  for 
'  one-half.'  Consequential  amendments  to  be 
made  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Schedules." 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  be  agreed 
to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  said,  perhaps  it  was 
right  that  he  should  state  shortly  the  ground 
-on  which  this  agreement  had  been  arrived  at 
by  the  Conference.  He  might  say  that  when 
this  matter  was  referred  to  the  Managers  he 
felt  it  was  one  of  considerable  responsibility, 
as  the  question  of  privilege  was  far  and  away 
the  most  important  matter  in  dispute ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  that  it  was  finally  agreed  by  both 
parties  that  the  amendments  in  the  Bills  re- 
ierred  to  should  be  dealt  with  on  their  merits. 
The  House  had  guarded  its  own  privileges  by 
the  statement  that  the  course  taken  should  not 
be  made  a  precedent ;  and  it  would  be  observed 
that  the  Council  had  conceded  nothing  in  the 
matter.  In  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
Amendments,  he  thought  the  Council  would 
bear  in  mind  the  necessity  there  was,  in  any 
arrangement  agreed  upon,  of  some  concessions 
being  made  by  one  side  as  well  as  by  the  other. 
It  would  be  found  that  a  very  large  part  of 


the  amendments — the  most  important  amend- 
ments—  made  by  the  Council  had  been  ac- 
cepted in  all  these  Bills.  He  would  take  them 
seriatim  and  state  what  the  amendments  were. 
In  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Council  had  been  practically  ac- 
cepted by  the  House,  and  a  verbal  amendment 
had  been  made  merely  to  make  clear  the  in- 
tention of  the  Council.  This  was  in  clause  6 ; 
it  was  a  very  trivial  amendment,  and  it  did  not 
in  any  way  alter  the  sense  of  the  clause.  In 
the  Harbours  Bill  the  House  also  accepted  the 
amendment  of  the  Council  in  striking  out  the 
clause  that  they  thought  should  not  be  inserted 
in  a  general  Bill.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Council  waived  the  amendment  which  re- 
stricted the  Harbour  Board  to  one-half  instead 
of  a  year's  advance.  With  regard  to  the  Con- 
sols Bill,  he  might  say  that,  as  the  Government 
undertook  by  Governor's  Message  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  deposits  by  one-half, — that  was 
to  say,  the  amount  to  be  raised  was  to  be  re- 
duced from  one  million  to  half  a  million,  that 
amount  to  be  raised  at  the  rate  of  £250,000 
each  year, — the  Council  thought  that  under 
these  altered  conditions  it  was  worth  while  to 
waive  their  amendment  as  to  the  currency  of 
the  bonds,  and  this  had  been  left  at  forty 
years ;  but  the  Council  insisted  on  its  amend- 
ment as  to  the  capital  being  repaid  in  the 
colony.  The  Bill  in  which  the  most  amend- 
ments were  made  by  the  Council  was  the  Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  The  House 
accepted  the  amendments  of  the  Council  to 
prevent  the  raising  of  money  by  means  of  land- 
bonds,  and  also  the  other  amendments,  except- 
ing those  in  the  two  subsections  of  clause  42. 
The  questions  raised  by  the  amendments  in 
these  subsections  were  very  strongly  contested, 
and  the  Council's  Managers  offered  to  raise 
the  amount  of  advance  from  £1,000  to  £2,000 ; 
but  when  the  Managers  for  the  House  came 
down  from  their  first  claim,  the  Managers  for 
the  Council  thought,  when  they  came  to  the 
question  of  a  very  small  difference,  that  it 
was  not  worth  while  breaking  off  the  negotia- 
tions; so  they  agreed,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Council,  to  recommend  that  £2,500 
should  be  the  limit  of  the  investment,  insteekd 
of  £1,000,  to  which  the  Council  had  reduced 
the  amount.  They  also  agreed  that  the  ad- 
vances should  be  three-fifths  of  the  valuation 
instead  of  one-half.  They  bore  in  mind,  in 
agreeing  to  this,  that,  while  the  House  of 
Representatives  wished  to  bring  it  back  to 
two-thirds,  there  had  been  only  a  majority  of 
one  in  the  Council  against  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock  to  make  the 
advance  three-fifths.  Bearing  that  in  mind, 
and  considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  Managers  agreed  to  a  compromise, 
fixing  it  at  three-fifths  of  the  value ;  and  with 
regard  to  all  the  other  amendments  the  House 
waived  their  objections.  He  thought  that  the 
Council  would  recognise  the  gravity  of  the  posi- 
tion ;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  although 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  honourable  mem- 
bers would  all  take  difierent  views  on  different 
points  in  the  discussion,  they  would,  he  hoped. 
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Teoognine  that,  on  the  whole,  the  privileges  of 
the  Council  bad  been  completely  asserted,  and 
that  a  reanonable  compromise  had  been  arrived 
at  after  most  careful  and  anxious  considera- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said,  with  respect  to 
the  result  of  this  Conference,  he  thought,  con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that 
a  very  fair  compromise  had  been  arrived  at. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  himself  with  regard  to 
it,  and  they  could  give  the  Bills  a  fair  trial, 
and  if  next  session  it  was  found  that  the  Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  was  a  suc- 
cess, of  course  they  could  then  give  the  subject 
further  consideration.  He  must,  however,  ex- 
press some  regret  that  the  other  question  was 
not  dealt  with — namely,  the  privileges  of  that 
Connoil.  He  quite  understood  that,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  the  Managers  on 
both  sides  shrank  from  dealing  with  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  might  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  onus  lay  on 
the  other  House.  The  Council's  privileges  were 
tm  touched. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  to  both  Houses  if  they 
could  narrow  the  limits  of  the  debate  in  that 
Council  to  such  a  question,  and  he  hoped  that 
next  session  the  whole  subject  would  be  dealt 
with  in  a  judicial  spirit,  and,  without  trying 
to  limit  the  rights  of  either  House,  that  the 
whole  question  would  be  settled  satisfactorily 
to  both  Houses,  and  then  such  an  agreement 
incorporated  in  an  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  begged  to  move. 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned,  as  this  was 
a  most  important  matter.  He  thought  they 
ought  to  get  the  amendments  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Conference  printed  upon  the  Order 
Paper  before  giving  an  opinion  on  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  thought  that 
something  had  been  gained  in  the  matter  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  privileges  of  the  Council. 
There  was  a  certain  advance  made,  which  pro- 
bably would  not  be  receded  from  afterwards. 
Although  they  had  been  assured  that  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  remained  open,  yet  it  seemed 
to  him  that  they  had  taken  up  a  position  with 
regard  to  legislation,  and  had  been  able  to 
maintain  that  position,  and  that  a  great  ad- 
vance had  been  made  respecting  the  duties  of 
that  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He  thought 
they  had  reason  to  be  grateful  to  those  gentle- 
men who  represented  the  Council  in  this 
matter,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
maintained  the  power  that  the  Council  claimed 
with  regard  to  the  amendments  made  in  the 
Bills  under  consideration.  Although  the  Coun- 
cil did  not  quite  know  the  nature  of  the  settle- 
ment arrived  at  as  to  the. Land  for  Settlements 
Bill,  still  they  had  been  assured  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  that  the  concessions  made  by  the 
Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council  were  purely 
of  a  verbal  character.  With  regard  to  the  Con- 
sols Bill,  the  concession  was  a  reversion  to  the 
currency  contained  in  that  Bill;  it  restored 
the  currency  to  forty  years,  instead  of  twenty 
years  as  amended  by  the  Council.  He  was  very 
Son.  Mr.  Bowen 


sorry  the  Council  had  had  to  accede  to  th* 
extended  currency,  because  he  believed  that 
the  Consols  would  have  a  for  greater  chance 
of  extensive  use  with  a  currency  of  forty 
years  than  with  a  currency  of  twenty  years. 
On  previous  occasions  he  had  expressed  his 
opinion  that  the  tendency  of  the  market  rata  of 
money  was  downwards  all  over  the  world,  and 
therefore  the  concession  of  the  currency  of 
forty  years  to  these  debentures  or  bonds  would 
probably  give  them  an  advantage  which  other- 
wise they  would  not  have.  He  was  not  la 
favour  of  extending  the  power  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  to  borrow  money.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  with  the  extended  currency  they  had  given 
these  bonds  —  namely,  forty  years — it  woold 
not  be  necessary  to  borrow  at  4  per  cent,  at 
oil,  OS  they  ought  to  be  saleable  at  3}  pet  cent 
instead  of  4  per  cent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLE Y.  — Hoar, 
hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  was  Tety 
glSid  to  hear  the  Attorney  -  General  cheer 
that  statement,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  it.  With  regard  to 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  he  thought  the 
concession  made  was  not  of  very  great  import- 
ance, as  it  was  the  difference  between  ad- 
vancing to  the  extent  of  three-fifths  instead  ot 
one-half.  It  was  only  a  tenth.  With  regard  to 
the  amendment  in  the  lunount  to  be  lent— 
namely,  the  alteration  from  £1,000  to  £2,500  - 
that  was  very  important,  and  he  was  very  sony 
that  the  extension  was  to  be  made.  The  re- 
striction of  the  amount  of  the  advance  to 
jB1,000  on  one-half  of  the  value  of  the  security 
appeared  to  be  in  the  direction  of  limiting  the 
possibility  of  loss,  and  consequently  he  re- 
garded the  extension  as  the  extension  of  that 
possibility. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  as  it  was 
not  the  desire  of  the  Council  to  adjourn  that 
debate,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks,  and  in 
so  doing  he  would  say  that  he  deeply  regretted 
that  the  Council  had  not  shown  sufficient 
determination  to  adhere  to  its  amendments. 
If  the  Council  thought  that  it  hod  no  right  to 
make  these  amendments  it  should  net  have 
made  them,  but,  having  made  them,  it  should 
have  stuck  to  them,  because  it  was  playing  into 
the  hands  of  the  outside  world  and  of  members 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  For 
his  part,  he  deeply  regretted  that  the  con- 
cessions had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Managers  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  wished  to  say  that 
the  Managers,  no  doubt,  had  tried  to  do  theiz 
host,  and  they  intended  to  carry  ont  what  thej 
thought  was  right.  It  would,  however,  hare 
been  better  if  they  hod  been  more  determined, 
and  had  not  receded  one  iota  from  the  posittan 
they  hod  originally  taken  up. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  thought 
the  Council  was  under  an  obligation  to  those 
gentlemen  who  had  been  acting  on  its  belu^ 
in  conducting  the  negotiations  with  the  other 
House,  and  he  thought  they  had  come  to  a 
very  satisfactory  compromise.  The  result  of 
that  Conference  was  to  effect  a  reasonable 
compromise  between  the  two  Houses,  auad  h* 
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tboaght  they  had  achieved  a  very  satisfactory 
lesnlt.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  had  just  said  that 
he  felt  sorry  that  the  amount  of  the  advances 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  had  not 
been  reduced  to  the  amount  the  Council  in- 
serted, and  he  thought  that  there  hsid  been 
a  mistake  made.  He  (Sir  G.  8.  Whitmore) 
did  not  think,  however,  that  there  was  a 
mistake  mode  at  all,  because,  if  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  took  an  idea  into 
its  head  that  £5,000  ought  to  be  the  amount, 
while  the  Council  desired  to  bring  it  down  to 
£1,000,  surely  it  was  not  very  much  to  fix 
it  at  £2,500:  it  was  only  as  much  again  as 
the  amount  the  Council  wished  to  make  it. 
It  wa.s  an  arrangement  which  he  thought  the 
Council  was  reasonable  in  offering,  and  which 
the  other  House  was  wise  in  accepting.  He 
was  bound  to  say  that  he  thought  the  Council 
was  under  obligations  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  had  been  conducting  that  Conference 
on  those  Bills,  as  with  it  practically  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  was  ended,  and  it  was  a 
matter  for  congratulation  that  the  difHculties 
and  the  rocks  between  the  two  Houses  had 
been  avoided  on  the  privilege  question.  He 
would  have  liked  to  see  this  point  authori- 
tatively settled,  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
the  arguments  he  had  heard  had  convinced  him 
at  least  that  the  representatives  of  the  Council 
at  the  Conference  had  held  their  own,  and  bad 
gained  more,  perhaps,  than  the  other  side. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR  said  the  last  speaker 
had  expressed  his  (Mr.  Kerr's)  sentiments ;  and 
he  had  nothing  mors  to  say.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  Council  was  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  its  representatives  on  tho  Conference 
for  the  way  they  had  arranged  this  matter. 
They  had  arranged  matters  so  that  the  Bills 
could  be  made  workable  and  useful  to  the 
country.  Had  they  not  done  so,  but  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  the  original  amendments, 
as  desired  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  the 
Bills  would  have  been  thrown  out  altogether, 
and  he  considered  the  Council  was  very  much 
indebted  to  its  Managers  for  the  way  they  had 
managed  the  Conference,  and  for  the  com- 
promise they  had  made.  It  was  reasonable 
that  the  Conference  should  give  and  take,  and 
one  side  could  not  expect  to  ride  rough-shod 
over  the  other.  In  all  these  matters  concilia- 
tion was  necessary,  and  it  was  a  matter  for 
congratulation  that  the  Bills  had  been  brought 
to  such  a  stage  that  they  could  be  made  of  use 
to  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Su-  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  there 
was  an  old  saying  that  the  minds  of  great  men 
tan  in  the  same  grooves,  and  he  had  been 
anticipated  in  what  he  was  going  to  say  by  Sir 
Qeorge  Whitmore  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr.  He 
desired  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Council  to 
its  Managers  for  their  indefatigable  exertions 
on  this  occasion.  In  his  experience  in  the 
Council  for  many  years  he  had  never  known 
a  more  difficult  task  than  that  undertaken 
by  the  honourable  gentlemen  referred  to.  It 
involved  questions  of  far  greater  importance 
than  he  had  ever  seen  referred  to  a  Confer- 
ence before,  and  he  was  pleased  to  say  that 


the  Managers  in  making  the  concessions  re- 
ferred to  in  the  report  hod  represented  the 
wishes  of  the  Council.  What  pleased  him 
most  was  that,  notwithstanding  ever3rthing, 
the  privileges  of  the  Council  had  not  been  in- 
vaded. They  had  safeguarded  its  privileges,, 
and  he  was  more  pleased  than  words  could 
express.  He  desired  to  express  to  those  gentle- 
men his  own  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  this  business,  because  if 
they  had  not  been  sensible  men  and  men  of 
experience  the  probability  was  that  the  nego- 
tiations would  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  Not- 
withstanding the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shrimski,  who  would,  if  he  could,  have  insisted 
upon  having  all-  the  amendments  rejected, 
there  were  occasions  when  to  give  and  take 
was  a  very  desirable  thing,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion he  thought  they  had  done  very  well. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  debate  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said,  as  the 
Council  had  accepted  the  principles,  especiallv 
in  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  by  a  small 
majority — unwisely  as  he  thought,  but  still, 
aa  they  had  been  accepted  by  the  Council,  ho- 
tboaght  the  Managers  could  not  do  otherwiso 
than  agree  to  a  compromise.  If  it  had  been  a 
question  of  the  whole  principle  being  discussed, 
that  would  have  been  a  different  matter ;  but, 
the  principle  having  been  accepted,  the  only 
question  was  a  question  of  detail,  and  he 
thought  it  was  perfectly  right  on  their  part  to 
come  to  the  compromise  they  did.  He  agreed 
with  what  had  fallen  from  other  honourable 
members,  and  thought  thanks  were  due  to  the 
Managers  for  the  great  trouble  they  had  taken, 
and  the  very  discreet  and  wise  manner  in  which 
they  had  arrived  at  their  decision.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  whole  of  the  Bills  had  been 
so  carefully  considered  with  regard  to  these 
amendments  that  the  Council  could  not  do 
better  than  accept  the  report  of  tho  Commit- 
tee. No  doubt  there  were  some  somewhat 
complicated  questions  involved,  and  there 
miRht  be  some  reason  for  adjourning  the  de- 
bate as  proposed,  and  considering  the  matter 
carefully ;  but  he  thought  that,  after  the  ex- 
planation so  clearly  given  by  the  Hon.  Iilr. 
Bowen,  the  Council  was  perfectly  justified  not 
only  in  trusting  to  its  own  judgment  but  to 
the  authority  of  its  Managers.  And  they  must 
also  remember,  as  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  that  in  conducting 
these  negotiations  the  Council  had  undoubtedly 
maintained  its  own  privileges  in  a  very  deter- 
mined manner  —  at  any  rate,  in  such  a  form 
that,  if  it  were  considered  necessary,  as  had 
been  suggested,  that  action  should  be  taken 
next  session,  they  were  perfectly  free  to  move 
in  any  direction  that  might  seem  right.  That, 
he  thought,  was  one  of  the  most  important 
points  in  the  whole  matter.  Ho  trusted  that 
early  next  session  they  would  be  able  to  put 
this  question  of  privilege  into  definite  shape 
and  form.  That,  he  believed,  would  be  the 
only  true  solution  of  the  question.  There  hod 
been  a  suggestion  to  refer  the  matter  to  Eng- 
land for  decision,  but  he  thought,  after  adl,  no' 
one  would  be  satisfied  to  agree  to  a  decision  of 
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that  kind,  vrhich  Mias  often  airiTed  at  without 
(he  whole  of  the  circumstances  being  under- 
stood, and  he  thought  it  would  be  far  better 
that  they  should  settle  the  question  definitely 
-among  themselves  and  embody  that  settlement 
in  an  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE,  while  agreeing  with 
those  previous  spestkers  who  said  it  was  a  pity 
the  question  of  privilege  should  not  have  been 
settled,  thought  it  would  be  quite  time  enough 
ior  them  to  consider  that  when  the  Council  was 
asked  to  concede  any  of  its  privileges.  They 
had  not  been  even  asked  to  make  anything 
in  the  way  of  concession  on  the  question  of 
privilege.  If  there  had  been  any  concession  it 
had  been  from  the  other  House.  These  Bills, 
in  his  opinion,  had  been  treated  precisely  as  if 
(he  question  of  privilege  had  not  come  up  at 
all.  The  concessions  were  just  the  usual  con- 
cessions they  were  accustomed  to  in  Confer- 
ences, and  he  thought,  so  far  as  the  Council 
v^as  concerned,  the  question  of  privilege  might 
-quite  safely  be  left  at  rest  until  they  were 
asked  to  conoede  something.  In  this  case  the 
Managers  had  not  asked  the  Council  to  conoede 
anything,  and  it  had  conceded  nothing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  before 
(he  question  was  put  he  would  like  to  have 
seen  on  the  Order  Paper  the  amendments  that 
had  been  agreed  to,  but  seeing  the  Council  did 
not  think  that  necessary  he  would  not  press  the 
point.  He  would  also  express  his  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  Conference  for  the  arduous 
duties  which  they  had  performed.  At  the  same 
time,  ho  thought  that  on  questions  of  such  im- 
portance as  these  four  Bills  it  would  have  been 
'quite  right  that  members  should  have  had  time 
to  consider  them,  and,  as  there  was  not  much 
business  to  do  on  the  following  day,  he  thought 
they  might  have  taken  up  the  debate  then. 
Another  reason  why  an  adjournment  should 
be  made  was  that  several  members  of  the 
Council  were  absent  on  Committee- work,  and 
it  was  hardly  fair  to  them  that  the  question 
should  be  settled  in  their  absence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  in  this 
case  they  did  not  want  the  amendments  put  on 
the  Order  Paper.  They  were  so  very  plain, 
and  had  been  so  thoroughly  explained  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Conference,  that  he  thought 
the  Council  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
matter,  and,  as  six  o'clock  was  now  approach- 
ing, he  was  of  opinion  that  they  had  better 
agree  to  the  amendments.  The  Council,  he 
might  say,  was  determined  to  preserve  its  privi- 
leges and  riglits,  and,  when  he  found  the  Council 
ao  judicious  in  the  selection  of  a  Conference, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  felt  perfectly 
satisfied  the  privileges  of  the  Council  would  be 
preserved.  Ue  thought  those  privileges  had 
been  well  maintained,  and,  for  his  part,  he 
thanked  the  honourat)le  gentlemen  for  the 
arduous  work  which  they  had  undertaken,  and, 
according  to  bis  mind,  had  performed  so  satis- 
factorily. 

Beport  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  six 
o'clock  p.m. 

Hon.  Mr.  Pharatjpi 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  15th  October,  189i. 


Third  Readine— Major  C.  Brown— Ministerial  Resi- 
dences Sale  Bill  —  Privileges  of  the  House  — 
Crlmina.1  Code  Bill— Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
— New  Zealand  Consols  Bill — Harbours  Bill— Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Bill — Tongariro 
National  Park  Bill  — Hospitals  and  Charitable 
Institutions  BUI — Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  Spsakbr  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pkayers. 

THIRD  READING. 
Tramways  Bill. 

MAJOR  0.  BROWN. 

Mr.  JOYCE  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Major  C.  Brown,  to  the  effect  that  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  grossly  careless 
in  the  Meringa  case,  but  that  he  might  have 
been  requested  by  the  Government  to  resign 
his  position  as  interpreter  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  on  account  of  advanced  age  and  defective 
memory;  and  were  further  of  opinion  that  in 
the  case  in  question  the  petitioner  was  less  to 
blame  than  the  other  persons  mixed  up  there- 
with. He  moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  moved.  That  the  report  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  further  con- 
sideration. The  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  in  accordance  with  the  evidence, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Committee  was  one-sided. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  a  serious  charge. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said  it  might  be  serious,  bn( 
it  was  unfortunately  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  could  not  allow  a  term  of 
that  kind  to  be  applied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  which  was  tantamount  to  impugning 
the  fairness  of  a  Committee  of  the  House 
which  was  intrusted  with  the  performance  of 
most  important  duties. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  would  withdraw  it,  but  be 
was  afraid,  if  Mr.  Speaker  had  been  present  ss 
he  was,  aMd  had  heard  the  evidence,  he  could 
have  come  to  no  other  conclusion  himself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber persisted  in  preferring  these  charges  s^ainst 
a  Committee  of  the  House,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  ask  him  to  discontinue  speaking. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  the  decision  had  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Gk>vernment  long  before  Judge 
Kettle  had  sent  in  his  memorandum.  Judge 
Kettle  stated  distinctly,  before  the  Chairman 
and  those  present,  that  he  considered  Major 
Brown  was  very  harshly  treated ;  that  he  had 
committed  an  error  of  judgment  no  doubt, 
but  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  thorough  investi- 
gation by  a  judicial  officer.  Major  Brown  waa 
not  an  ordinary  man,  but  if  he  were  the 
humblest  man  in  New  Zealand  he  had  the 
right  to  an  impartial  inquiry.  Owing  to  the 
positions  he  had  held  in  the  colony  he  was  de- 
serving of  consideration,  and  he  (Mr.  McGuire) 
was  surprised  that  the  Premier  should  bar  the 
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yray,  and  not  allow  the  gallant  veteran  an  op- 

Sirtunity  of  clearing  his  hitherto  good  name, 
e  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bryce,  which  he 
-would  read  to  the  House,  with  regard  to  Major 
Brown  at  the  time  when  he  was  severing  his 
connection  with  the  Government,  which  was 
afl  follows : — 

"  Native  Office,  Wellington, 

"  28th  September,  1880. 

"  Sib, — I  am  directed  by  the  Hon.  the  Native 
Minister  to  inform  you  that,  in  oonseqaence  of 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  reducing  the  cost 
of  the  Civil  Service  wherever  it  can  be  done, 
the  Government  are  compelled  to  dispense 
with  your  services  as  Civil  Commissioner  of 
the  T&ranaki  District  from  the  Slst  proximo. 

"  In  making  this  announcement,  I  am  at 
the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Government 
appreciate  the  zeal  and  ability  which  you  have 
frequently  displayed  in  the  various  depart- 
ments, both  civil  and  military,  in  which  you 
have  served  the  colony ;  and  the  Native  Minis- 
ter regrets  that  the  exigencies  of  listing  cir- 
cumstances render  it  necessary  that  he  should 
relinquish  your  services  to  his  department. 

"  As  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service,  you  are, 
of  course,  entitled  by  law  to  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  your  office ;  and  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  forward  on 
the  enclosed  form  a  statement  of  your  services, 
and  a  voucher  for  the  amount  of  compensation 
claimed. — I  have,  Ac, 

"T.  W.  Lewis, 

"  Under-Secretary. 
"  Major  C.  Brown, 
"  Civil  Commissioner,  New  Plymouth." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bryoe,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  particular  Native  Ministers 
they  had  ever  had  in  New  Zealand ;  and  in 
that  letter  he  spoke  of  Major  Brown  in  the 
most  flattering  manner.  He  (Mr.  McGuire) 
thought,  and  the  House  thought*,  that  Major 
Brown  was  entitled  to  the  inquiry  he  had 
asked  for.  That  inquiry  should  be  held  before 
the  Chief  Judge  ,of  the  Native  Land  Court, 
of  whose  Court  he  was  an  officer. 
'  Mr.  DUTHIB  seconded  the  amendment.  He 
did  so  because  he  thought  the  petitioner  had 
received  very  harsh  treatment  indeed.  He  had 
known  Major  Brown  for  some  thirty  years.  He 
had  been  in  partnership  with  him  about  twenty- 
seven  years  ago  for  two  or  three  years.  He  had 
therefore  some  knowledge  of  his  personal  cha- 
racter. It  was  to  him  very  painful  to  find  an 
old  gentleman  like  him,  at  the  end  of  his  life, 
when  he  was  over  seventy  years  old,  deprived 
of  his  means  of  livelihood,  and  disgraced  by 
removal  from  the  Bench  of  Justices.  He 
thought  there  was  no  justification  for  this  ex- 
traordinary treatment.  There  was  this  mat- 
ter of  interpreting  a  deed  for  the  Maori 
woman,  but,  although  technically  it  was  incor- 
rect, there  was  nothing  exceptional ;  it  was 
only  what  was  done  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  in  regard  to  like  settlements,  and  he 
did  not  think  there  was  any  justification  for 
the  extremely  severe  treatment  pursued.  Judge 
Kettle  pointed  out  that  Major  Brown  was  suf- 


fering, through  advanced  years,  from  defective 
memory  ;  and  he  thought,  such  being  the  case^ 
it  was  at  least,  in  common  justice,  the  duty  of 
the  Minister  to  have  given  Major  Brown  an 
opportunity  of  replying  to  the  charges  made 
against  him.  In  place  of  that,  in  a  most  curt 
fashion,  without  any  hearing,  he  was  struck  off 
the  roll  of  Justices.  Major  Brown  had  occu- 
pied important  political  positions,  and  had 
been  in  the  public  service  in  various  capacities- 
for  many  years.  So  far  as  concerned  anything 
in  his  previous  career,  that  had  been  dealt  with 
by  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  and  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Bryce  was  an  answer.  That  was  not  under 
review.  At  present  they  were  only  dealing  with 
the  one  charge,  and  in  this  case  there  was. 
nothing  to  warrant  the  cruel  treatment  he  had 
undergone.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  matter 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for 
further  investigation.  It  wsta  very  bad  indeed 
if  it  had  come  to  this:  that  Parliament  was 
prepared  to  indorse  such  harsh  actions  without 
due  inquiry,  and  that  individuals  should  be 
punished  without  inquiry.  It  would  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  public  service  if  this  was  to  be- 
tolerated,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
refer  the  matter  again  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JOYCE  was  sorry  he  had  not  had  the' 
opportunity  of  speaking  before  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City.  If  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  been  at  the  Committer 
that  morning  he  would  have  refrained  fron> 
maJdng  the  remarks  he  had  made.  It  was  to 
be  regretted  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  had  spoken  as  he  had;  but  it  waa. 
the  old  story  of  "Save  me  from  my  friends." 
Judge  Kettle  had  been  brought  down  at  th» 
urgent  request  of  that  honourable  member,  and 
he  would  quote  two  expressions  that  gentleman 
had  used  that  morning  to  the  Committee,  and 
leave  the  House  then  to  say  whether  the  report 
should  be  referred  back.  Judge  Kettle  had 
said,  "  The  action  of  Major  Brown  was  grossly 
careless  in  connection  with  his  work,  and  there- 
were  gross  irregularities  in  regard  to  this  trans- 
action." The  Committee  were  unanimous  in 
their  decision — indeed,  the  great  effort  of  the- 
Committee  was  to  let  the  petitioner  down  as 
easily  as  possible. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— How  many  were  there  ? 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  he  thought  about  five.  But 
they  were  unanimous.  Judge  Kettle  had  been 
brought  down  more  in  the  interests  of  the 
petitioner  than  of  any  one  else,  and  those  ex- 
pressions he  had  used— and  used  in  the  hearing 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont — were 
so  emphatic  that  it  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds, 
of  the  Committee  that,  however  honest  Major 
Brown  might  be  in  his  general  dealings,  so  far 
as  his  official  duties  as  Native  interpreter  were 
concerned,  he  was  grossly  careless,  and  ther» 
were  gross  irregularities  in  respect  to  this 
whole  aSair.  He  would  say  no  more,  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  injure  the  petitioner  in  any 
way,  but  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  th& 
members  of  the  Committee  was  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  the  relief  he  asked  for. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  ha  saw  no  good  likely 
to  arise  from  referring  the  matter  back  to  tha- 
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■Committee.  Thsre  was  a  Committee  dealing 
with  the  matter  in  another  place.  The  eyi- 
dence  in  the  cose  was  very  complete.  There 
had  been  a  question  as  to  whether  there  oonld 
be  any  doobt  as  to  Judge  Kettle's  report, 
-or  the  views  he  held  on  the  matter,  and  it 
bad  been  specially  requested  that  that  gentle- 
man should  be  brought  down  to  give  evidence  on 
the  Committee.  He  came  and  gave  evidence, 
and  his  evidence  did  not  help  the  petitioner 
at  all.  He  was  the  Judge  before  whom  the 
case  was  tried  and  the  Commissioner  before 
whom  the  other  evidence  was  taken,  and,  rely- 
ing on  that  case,  there  conid  be  no  doubt 
whatever.  He  did  not  want  to  place  it  on 
record  for  all  time,  but  there  was  no  doubt  that 
"there  was  gross  carelessness  in  respect  to  the 
matter.  It  was  not  only  in  this  case,  but,  if 
they  were  to  protect  the  Natives  at  all  from 
wrongdoings,  they  must  be  very  particular  as 
to  the  interpreters  who  were  appointed.  They 
were  not  simply  appointed  as  interpreters  to 
interpret  the  language,  but  they  had  to  ex- 
plain matters  to  the  Natives.  Here  the  true 
explanation  could  not  have  been  given,  be- 
cause the  documents  spoke  for  themselves. 
He  need  say  no  more  than  this:  How  was 
it  to  be  explained  that  an  affidavit  had  been 
signed  stating  that  £40  was  paid,  when  a  few 
minutes  prior  to  that  a  receipt  was  given  for 
only  £20,  which  receipt  had  been  written  out 
by  Major  Brown,  who  was  the  interpreter  in  the 
g  Q  case.  He  wanted  to  know  how  that 
'  '  was. explainable,  except,  as  the  Judge 
said,  it  was  gross  carelessness.  He  did  not 
want  to  say  anything  more,  for  in  this  matter 
the  Government  hod  only  carried  out  what 
was  a  most  painful  duty.  The  petitioner  was 
a  man  who  had  held  important  positions,  and 
who  in  the  past  had  rendered  good  service  to 
the  country.  His  ability  was  not  questioned. 
The  testimonial  read  and  relied  on  simply 
referred  to  his  ability.  There  was  nothing 
further  said ;  but  they  could,  by  reference  to 
the  blue-books  of  the  colony,  find  something 
worse.  There  was  something  more,  and  he 
'(Mr.  Seddon)  had  tried  to  avoid,  if  he  could, 
this  matter  being  dragged  before  the  House 
more  than  was  necessary.  He  regretted  that 
he  had  bad  to  do  what  he  did.  Where  a  trans- 
■action  came  before  the  Qovemment  which 
showed  there  had  been  gross  carelessness,  and 
where  they  bad  found  that  the  Natives  suf- 
fered, they  would  make  no  exception,  but  would 
liave  the  person  responsible  struck  oS  the  roll 
of  interpreters.  Where  there  was  any  matter  of 
that  kind  brought  before  them  they  would  not 
hesitate  to  have  an  inquiry  and  do  their  duty. 
Judge  Kettle  said  that  morning  before  the  Com- 
'mittee  that  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  wit- 
nessed the  document  was  just  as  bad  as  Major 
Srown.  He  Intended  to  look  into  that  matter, 
and,  he  cared  not  who  it  was,  if  gross  careless- 
ness or  culpable  negligence  htLd  been  com- 
mitted which  resulted  in  injustice,  the  person 
responsible  was  not  fit  to  hold  the  position.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  help  Major  Brown  to 
have  the  matter  referred  back  to  the  Commit- 
tee. He  had  thought  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
Hr.  Seddon 


would  have  let  the  matter  go,  and  that  there 
would  be  nothing  whatever  said.  As  to  any 
punishment  inflicted,  if  they  looked  at  what 
had  occurred  they  must  admit  that  it  was  not 
at  all  too  severe. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  not  pretend  to  fa»va 
looked  into  this  matter  sufficiently  to  justify 
him  in  saying  mucti  about  it ;  but  what  sttack 
him  was  that  the  Government  had  apparently 
struck  Major  Brown  ofi  the  roll  of  Jastieea, 
and  had  degraded  him  in  the  most  brutal  mui- 
ner,  —  more  particularly  taking  into  account 
the  position  he  had  previously  held  in  the 
community, — without  first  holding  an  inqaiiy. 
Why  should  a  man  be  punished  in  this  way 
without  an  investigation — without  his  being 
given  the  slightest  opportunity  of  defending 
himself  ?  Surely  the  position  previously  occu- 
pied by  Major  Brown  clearly  entitled  him  to 
that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  judging  from  the 
report  which  hod  been  read,  it  seemed  to  him  a 
most  incoiKlusive  document.  As  be  under- 
stood it,  it  said  that  the  charge  on  which  Major 
BrowQ  had  been  actually  dismissed  from  offioa 
was  one  that  the  Committee  had  not  had  tinM 
to  fully  inquire  into.  It  had  not  been  investi- 
gated by  the  Committee,  and  yet  the  Commit- 
tee would  not  recommend  it  to  be  inquired 
into.  He  could  not  understadd  that  logic  at 
all.  It  seemed  to  him  that  what  Major  Brown 
asked  for  was  what  they  gave  to  the  greatest 
criminal  in  the  colony — that  was,  an  inquiry. 
That  was  all  he  asked.  He  did  not  ask  for 
reinstatement;  he  simply  asked  that  some 
judicial  officer  should  investigate  his  case,  and 
ho  thouglit  that  was  the  least  that  could  be 
granted  to  him.  He  (Sir  K.  Stout)  also  under- 
stood that  the  Premier  attended  the  Concmit- 
tee  and  urged  a  certain  course  of  action  in 
the  Committee  as  against  Major  Brown. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not. 

Sir  B.  STdUT.— Then,  how  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  attend  ? 

Mr.  JOYCE.— As  a  witness. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  was  inconvenient 
that  the  Premier  should  attend  even  as  a  wit- 
ness when  it  was  his  own  administrative  act 
that  was  in  question.  By  attending  he  al- 
lowed himself,  whether  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously, to  sway  the  Committee,  and  he  (Sit 
B.  Stout)  did  not  think  that  was  at  all  desir- 
able. That  in  itself  was  the  strongest  reason  for 
awarding  Major  Brown  all  he  asked — namely, 
a  proper  inquiry  by  a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court.  If  the  charge  were  narrowed  down  to 
one  of  gross  carelessness,  that  might,  no  doubt, 
have  occurred  in  doing  interpreting  work,  but 
that  was  not  the  specific  charge  against  him, 
and  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  be  re- 
moved from  another  office  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  interpreting  of  documents,  and 
that  was  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
would  simply  vote  for  referring  the  report  bade 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  report  was  its  own 
condemnation,  because  the  Committee  had  do 
business  to  say  it  did  not  investigate  the  case 
because  it  was  too  complicated  for  it  to  oon- 
sider,  and  then  practically  uphold  the  Goveta- 
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ment  for  dismiaaing  the  man  for  the  oanse 
asrigned.  That  seamed  to  him  to  be  the  logi- 
cal conclusion.  The  honourable  member  who 
con  interrupted  had  not  read  the  whole  of  the 
report.  He  (Sir  B.  Stout)  would  read  it.  It 
eaid, — 

"...  the  petitioner  was  grossly  oateless 
in  the  Meringa  case,  but  think  he  might  have 
been  requested  by  the  Government  to  resign 
his  position  as  interpreter  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  on  account  of  bis  advanced  age  and  de- 
fective memory  (of  which  Mr.  District  Judge 
Kettle  gave  illustrations),  which  rendered  him 
unable  to  deal  with  such  a  complicated  case  as 
Meringa's.  The  Committee  are  further  of 
opinion  that  in  the  Meringa  case  the  petitioner 
was  less  to  blame  than  the  other  persons  mixed 
up  therewith  —  namely,  Messrs.  Ward  and 
Eumphries.  The  Committee  cannot  recom- 
mend that  the  inquiry  prayed  for  should  be 
.granted." 

Mr.  CROWTHEB  said  the  Committee  had 
not  said  they  Imd  not  time  to  make  an  inves- 
tigation. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  was  what  he  under- 
stood, in  the  Meringa  case.  Did  they  go  into 
the  Meringa  case?  He  understood  they  did 
not  consider  the  Meringa  case,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  admitted  this  was  so. 
On  the  face  of  this  report  the  position  was  even 
stronger  than  he  bad  stated  it  to  the  House, 
because  this  was  what  it  said :  "  After  having 
taken  evidence  on  this  petition,  the  Committee 
«re  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  grossly 
careless  in  the  Meringa  case."  That  was  all. 
Well,  then,  if  a  man  was  to  be  dismissed  from 
his  position  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  because 
the  Committee  were  unable  to  deal  with  a  com- 
plicated case  like  the  Meringa  case,  that  gave 
the  strongest  reason  why  the  report  should  be 
referred  back. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought,  after  what  Sir  Robert 
Stout  had  said,  he  was  entitled  to  make  a 
further  explanation.  He  hod  been  sent  for  by 
the  Committee,  and  when  there  he  was  asked 
several  questions. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  not  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  know  that  some  of  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  member  should 
be  allowed  to  go  uncontradicted.  He  (Mr. 
Seddoa)  said  he  was  sent  for  by  the  Committee, 
and  when  before  it  be  simply  answered  the 
-questions  that  were  submitted.  He  was  under 
the  impression  that  if  he  hEid  not  done  so  it 
might  be  considered  he  had  taken  a  very  wrong 
course,  and  was  not  showing  that  deference  to 
the  Committee  he  was  entitled  from  his  posi- 
tion to  do. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  this  was  not  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  MILLS  thought  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  it  wonld  be  unwise  to  refer  the  report 
baok,  because  in  any  case  he  thought  what  the 
friends  of  Major  Brown  should  aidvise  him  to 
•do  was  to  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  to 
■another  session,  and  then  there  wonld  be  a 
new  Committee  of  the  House  set  up.  This 
-was  his  idea  of  getting  any  alteration  of  the 


report.  What  he  rose  principally  to  speak 
for  was  to  say  that  he  was  very  much  pleased  to 
hear  what  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  had  said  in  the  course 
of  bis  recent  remarks.  Ho  had  just  said,  as 
an  argument  in  its  favour,  that  all  that  Major 
Brown  asked  for  was  what  was  granted  to  the 
greatest  criminal.  Then,  why  had  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposed  any  inquiry  at  all  in 
the  case  of  Chemis  ?  That  was  (ought  against 
in  the  House  by  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  on  many  occasions. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  if  the  honourable 
member  had  any  right  to  allude  to  a  previous 
debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honooiable 
member  was  not  exceeding  his  rights,  in  what 
he  had  said  by  way  of  illustrating  his  remarks, 
by  making  a  comparison  between  this  case  and 
another. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  it  was  only  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, when  his  changed  position  could  have 
no  effect,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  found 
that  was  the  proper  position  to  take  up.  He 
(Mr.  Mills)  was  much  pleased  at  this  late  hour 
to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  acknowledge 
there  was  something  in  giving  justice  to  those 
who  could  not  get  it  in  any  other  way  except 
by  an  inquiry  through  a  Committee  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  intended  to  support  the 
amendment  that  this  petition  be  referred  baok 
to  the  Committee.  He  did  it  for  this  reason  : 
He  wished  to  set  himself  right  with  the  House 
and  the  colony ;  and,  another  thing,  he  did  so 
because  the  report  of  the  Committee  had 
dragged  in  the  name  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
who  was  called  in  upon  that  occasion.  Now, 
it  was  stated  in  the  report  that  the  Commit- 
tee considered  that  Major  Brown  was  not  so 
blamable  as  Messrs.  Humphries  and  Ward. 
Well,  he  might  tell  the  House  that  Mr.  Ward 
was  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  was  called 
in. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked,  Was  he  present  at  the 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said,  No;  he  was  not 
present,  and  yet  his  name  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  was  dragged  in,  when  his  only  duty  was 
to  witness  the  signature  of  the  person  in  the 
usual  manner  of  witnessing  a  siimature  or  de- 
claration ;  this  was  all  the  part  he  took  in  the 
affair.  He  was  not  supposed  to  know  the  con- 
tents of  the  deed.  The  deed  was  neither  inter- 
preted to  him  nor  explained.  He  was  simply 
called  in  to  witness  the  signature  of  this  parti- 
cular Native  ;  he  had  no  interest  in  the  matter 
of  the  block,  and  gained  nothing  by  the  trans- 
action. Now,  he  might  state,  in  defence  of 
that  gentleman,  that  he  was  one  of  the  oldest 
colonists  in  that  part  of  the  colony,  and,  more 
than  that,  he  was  a  man  who  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  and  as  above  suspicion — all 
who  t^ew  him  could  testify  to  that  fact ;  and 
therefore,  before  any  blame  should  be  thrown 
on  him,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  appear  before 
the  Committee,  and  be  allowed  to  explain  the 
action  he  took  and  defend  himself,  and  prove 
that  he  took  no  part,  only  witnessed  the  Native 
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sign  the  deed.  On  that  ground,  he  nould  sup- 
port the  amendment  referring  the  report  back 
to  the  Committee.  It  would  be  in  the  minda  of 
honourable  members  that  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session  he  asked  the  question  of  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  would  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  a  public  meeting  in  New 
Plymouth  to  refer  this  question  to  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  he  had 
done  his  "  level  best "  during  the  session  to  at- 
tain that  result.  He  had  gone  with  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Minister,  and  had  done  his  "  level 
best "  to  get  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  of  the 
case,  Ebnd  justice  done  to  Major  Brown.  But 
he  must  state  this :  that  outside  the  House 
Major  Brown's  friends  and  the  papers — the 
Taranaki  News  and  IngUwood  Record — had 
mixed  the  case  up  with  politics,  and  made 
his  case  worse  than  it  was  for  him  by  dragging 
in  other  persons  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case.  They  had  been  slating  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  had  thought  proper  to  drag  him 
(Mr.  Smith)  into  the  case.  They  had  blamed 
him  as  the  member  who  was  the  instrument 
of  the  Government  in  getting  Major  Charles 
Brown  struck  off  the  rolls  as  a  Justice  of  the 
PeiMse  and  his  certificate  as  an  interpreter  can- 
celled. He  wished  to  state  positively  to  the 
House,  and  he  wished  it  placed  on  the  records 
of  the  House,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  clear  his 
character,  that  he  never  had  any  personal  inter- 
view with  the  Government  prior  to  the  occur- 
rences just  referred  to,  nor  had  he  commu- 
nicated with  them  by  letter  or  otherwise.  He 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it,  and  knew 
nothing  of  the  case  until  it  was  mentioned  to 
him  by  Major  Brown's  friends.  His  reply  was 
that  if  the  Government  had  done  this  without 
calling  upon  Major  Brown  for  an  explanation 
they  had  done  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  was  called  on  for  an 
explanation. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  also  said  if  Major  Brown 
was  not  given  an  opportunity  of  stating  his 
side  of  the  case  fairly  he  would  do  his  best 
to  see  justice  done  to.him.  He  did  not  believe 
in  old  colonists,  who  had  honourably  held  im- 
portant positions — and,  in  the  case  of  Major 
Brown,  he  had  been  returned  four  times  to  the 
House  of  Parliament,  was  Officer  Commanding 
the  District,  had  also  been  Native  Commis- 
sioner, and  had  carried  himself  through  his 
public  career  in  an  honourable  and  praise- 
worthy manner, — should  be  summarily  dealt 
with.  He  thought  it  was  a  hard  case.  The 
Premier  had  already  explained  that  he  (Mr. 
Smith)  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  lowering  to  the  dignity  of  the  House  or  the 
Ministry  to  countenance  the  referring  of  this 
matter  to  a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  a 
man  who  from  the  highly-important  position 
he  held  could  only  do  justice  in  the  case.  If 
then  it  were  found  that  any  wrong  had  taken 
place,  then  the  officer  could  be  removed.  He 
did  hope,  in  the  interests  of  justice  to  an  old 
colonist,  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
dear  to  refer  this  matter  back  to  the  Commit- 
tee ;  and  that  Mr.  Joe  Ward  would  be  commu- 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


nioated  with  with  a  view  of  his  giving  evidence, 
as  he  knew  that  gentleman  could  prove  that 
he  had  no  hand  in  or  knowledge  of  any  irregu- 
larities. Justices  of  the  Ptace  were  only  re- 
quired to  witness  signatures,  and  were  not  sap- 
posed  to  know  the  contents  of  deeds  or  docu- 
ments. Such  being  the  case,  it  was  unfair  for 
the  Committee  to  attach  any  blame  to  Mr. 
Ward,  more  especially  when  he  had  not  been 
before  the  Committee  to  defend  or  answer  foe 
himself. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB  said,  unlike  the  last 
speaker,  he  had  no  occasion  to  set  himself 
right  with  his  constituents.  The  Committee 
on  this  occasion  had  been  as  merciful  as  they 
possibly  could  be  in  the  report,  all  the  circnin- 
stances  considered.  The  old  lady  mentioned 
by  the  last  speaker,  and  who  was  selling  her 
land,  was,  it  was  set  forth  clearly,  to  receive 
£40.  She  did  not  receive  the  dE40 ;  she  received 
£20 ;  and  further,  when  it  transpired  that  this 
four  acres  of  land  was  worth  more  than  £10, 
being  assessed  at  £70,  the  trustees  of  this  old 
lady  appeared  in  Court  and  set  up  a  claim  far 
the  extra  £30.  When  she  appeared  in  Court 
she  appeared  to  be  a  perfect  imbecile,  and  her 
evidence  in  Court  could  not  be  taken  in  con- 
sequence of  her  inability  to  give  it.  That  was 
the  kind  of  person  they  had  been  playing  with 
from  first  to  last.  Here  was  an  old  lady  who 
sold  four  acres  of  land  for  £70 :  £16  went  to  the 
Government  for  Native  Land  Court  tax;  £16 
went  to; Mr.  Humphries  for  commission:  and 
just  fancy  dealing  with  Native  lands  as  this 
four  acres  was  dealt  with  I  Major  Brown  was 
mixed  up  in  this  case  as  an  expert.  He  did  not 
appear  as  an  ordinary  interpreter,  but  as  a 
trustworthy  interpreter  who  represented  the  in- 
terests of  this  imbecile  old  lady,  who  signed 
the  document  in  company  with  this  Joe  some- 
body or  other ;  and  the  poor  old  lady  got  only 
£26  out  of  the  £70 1  If  that  was  the  state  of  the 
case,  what  else  could  the  Committee  have  done 
but  say  that  the  Government  should  have  let 
Major  Brown  down  as  easily  as  possible  f 
They  could  have  given  him  an  opportunity  to 
resign.  Nothing  further  could  they,  in  mercy, 
possibly  do,  with  all  the  evidence  before  them. 
Of  course  the  inquiry  would  proceed  at  five 
o'clock,  and  they  would  then  hear  something 
further  about  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  as  there  wera  several  important 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  to  be  dealt  with  that 
day. 

Captain  BUSSELL  hoped  the  debate  would 
not  be  adjourned.  Here  was  a  question  of  the 
greatest  importance — a  question  as  between 
the  administration  of  the  Government  and  the 
honour  of  a  man,  and  surely  it  was  not  unduly 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  to  discuss  it 
at  full  length.  If  the  debate  was  adjourned 
they  knew  the  matter  would  be  shelved  alto- 
gether so  far  as  the  House  was  concerned,  and 
it  was  their  duty  to  settle  it  once  and  for  all. 

Mr.  PIBANI  trusted  the  House  would  not 
consent  to  adjourn  the  debate;  and  he  was 
surprised  at  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
honourable  member  tot  Pareota  in  the  pro- 
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position  he  had  made,  becanse  they  knew  that 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  must  quash  the 
subject  altogether,  and  leave  it  just  as  it  was 
before. 

Motion  to  adjourn  the  debate  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  point  at  issue.  He  as  a  rule 
avoided  expressing  his  opiuion  as  to  the  merits 
o(  a  case  until  he  had  the  whole  of  the  facts 
before  him,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  five 
honourable  members  who  formed  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Qovernment,  the  House  was 
not  in  a  position  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  caae.  He  greatly  doubted  if  even 
the  five  members  of  the  Committee  were 
ready  to  form  an  opinion,  because  from  what 
he  had  gathered  members  were  in  and  out  of  the 
Committee-room  during  the  sittings.  Some  at- 
tended regularly,  some  very  irregularly ;  some 
were  there  all  the  time,  some  only  attended 
about  a  quarter  of  the  time,  while  others 
scarcely  attended  at  all.  When  the  question 
first  oame  up  he  ventured  to  predict  that  such 
would  take  place,  and  it  was  extremely  unde- 
sirable that  when  the  personal  honour  of  a  man 
was  at  stake  he  should  be  subjected  to  such 
a  tribunal.  What  they  heard  that  afternoon 
more  than  justified  the  position  he  took  up  on 
that  former  occasion.  The  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  had  led  them  to  understand 
by  open  speech  what  they  had  heard  on  that 
side  of  the  House  by  rumour — that  there  was  a 
question  as  to  which  party  was  supported  by 
Major  Brown  at  the  last  election.  Some  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  were  mentioned  in  the 
report  took  one  side  in  the  election  fight,  while 
another  took  the  losing  side.  It  was  said  that 
the  gentleman  who  took  the  losing  side  was 
Charles  Brown,  while  the  other  two  gentlemen, 
who  the  report  told  them  were  just  as  much 
to  blame,  took  the  right  side — that  is  to  say, 
the  winning  aide. 

Hr.  SEDDON.— But  is  that  true  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL  could  not  say  that  from 
his  own  knowledge  ;  but  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  had  put  the  matter  very 
well  in  his  speech  when  he  stated  that  the 
local  newspapers  were  full  of  comments  on 
the  fact  that  Charles  Brown  took  the  wrong 
aide  at  the  election.  He  did  not,  therefore,  say 
that  this  was  true,  but,  whatever  his  opinion 
might  have  been  before,  he  thought  now  that 
the  report  should  be  handed  back  to  the 
Committee  for  reconsideration,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  report  stated  that  there  were 
others  whose  conduct  was  worse  than  that  of 
Major  Brown.  He  did  not  know  any  of  these 
personages, but  he  only  quoted  from  the  report; 
and,  whether  Charles  Brown  was  innocent  or 
guilty,  he  certainly  was  entitled  to  an  impar- 
tial tribunal.  If  on  inquiry  ho  was  found  to  be 
guilty,  by  all  means  let  him  take  the  deserts  of 
bis  guilt.  The  honourable  member  for  Waimea- 
'  Picton  twitted  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  with  changing 
his  views,  and  mentioned  the  case  of  Chemis ; 
but  there  was  no  analogy  between  the  two 
OMes.     The  honourable  member  for  Waimea- 
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Picton  himself  expressed  his  intention  of  voting 
that  the  report  should  not  be  sent  back  to  the 
Committee,  and  that  there  should  now  be  an 
end  to  the  inquiry;  and  yet  he  twitted  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  with 
opposing  a  reopening  of  the  Chemis  case.  He 
seemed  to  forget  that  Chemis  had  a  fair  and 
open  trial  in  the  light  of  day,  before  twelve 
jurors,  and  subsequently  an  inquiry  before  the 
Governor.  This  person.  Major  Brown,  men- 
tioned in  the  report,  hod,  it  was  stated,  been 
guilty  of  carelessness.  He  had  committed  no 
crime,  and  yet  he  was  not  to  be  allowed  any 
inquiry  at  all.  He  held  that  there  should  be 
a  full  and  exhaustive  inquiry.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  thought  that  past  distinguished 
services  should  prevent  a  man  from  receiving 
the  deserts  of  his  guilt.  If  he  were  found 
guilty  let  him  receive  the  punishment  he  de- 
served :  but,  if  he  were  proved  innocent,  how 
unjust  the  treatment  he  had  been  subjected 
tot 

Mr.  MILLS  wished  to  explain  that  he  did 
not  advocate  that  no  inquiry  should  be  held. 
What  he  thought  was  that,  just  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  it  would  be  far  better  for  Major 
Brown  and  his  friends  to  hold  the  matter  over 
until  next  session. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  did  make  the  remarks 
attributed  to  him  in  reference  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
and  the  Chemis  case.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  had  put  the  case  quite 
correctly.  He  (Mr.  Heke)  could  quite  conceive 
that  Major  Brown  had  been  accused  of  certain 
wrongful  acts,  and  he  held  that  when  a  man. 
Native  or  European,  was  accused  of  anything 
he  should  have  the  fullest  opportunity  of 
placing  his  case  before  one  of  the  highest  tri- 
bunals in  the  land.     It  was  contended  on  the 

q  on  pO'i^t  of  some  honourable  members  that 
an  opportunity  should  be  given  to 
Major  Brown  to  place  his  caae  before  the 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  he 
thought  it  was  only  fair  that  this  gentleman 
should  have  that  opportunity.  If  he  was  able 
to  prove  his  innocence,  that  would  be  done ; 
whereas,  if  he  could  not  do  so,  the  Court  would 
report  accordingly.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
refer  the  report  back  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  PERE  thought  this  case  ought  to  be 
referred  to  a  Court  for  inquiry,  and  if  it  was 
found  by  the  Court  that  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  Committee  was  true, 
then  punishment  ought  to  alight  on  Major 
Brown.  If  it  was  found  that  the  statements 
were  incorrect,  then  he  ought  to  have  repara- 
tion. He  had  heard  one  honourable  member 
say  that  Major  Brown  had  deprived  certain 
Natives  of  a  sum  of  money.  If  it  had  been 
found  by  the  Committee  that  that  statement 
was  correct,  there  was  no  reason  why  the  cose 
should  be  referred  to  another  Committee.  In 
that  case  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  punished. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 
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Majority  for,  2. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 


to. 


MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES   SALE 
BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
committed for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the 
preamble  and  the  schedule.  He  would  not 
take  up  much  time  in  explaining  why  he  de- 
sired the  Bill  to  be  reconmiitted.  In  Committee 
he  hud  moved  that  the  TinaJcori  residence  be 
handed  over  to  the  University  College,  Welling- 
ton, for  the  establishment  of  which  an  Act  had 
been  passed.  The  Premier  objected,  asking  the 
Chairman  to  rule  that  the  motion  was  out  of 
order,  on  the  ground  that,  as  it  was  a  piece  of 
Crown  land,  it  could  only  be  diverted  from  the 
Crown  by  the  Crown's  consent.  There  was 
also  another  motion  made,  dealing  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  ;  and  to  this  the  honourable 
gentleman  also  raised  the  same  objection.  The 
Chairman  could  not  rule  otherwise  on  the 
points  raised.  So  that  the  Committee  really 
had  no  opportunity  of  deciding  the  question, 
and  the  Committee  would  have  no  opportunity 
now  of  deciding  it.  All  he  asked  on  this 
occasion  was  that  this  piece  of  land  should 
not  be  sold  in  the  meantime  till  next  session. 
He  did  not  ask  that  the  land  should  be 
given  over  to  the  University  at  present.  He 
simply  asked  that  the  State  should  keep  pos- 
session of  the  land.  He  might  point  out 
that  this  land  was  originally  really  a  public 
domain.  It  appeared  in  "  The  Public  Domains 
Act,  1881,"  and  he  presumed  it  was  set  apart 


at  some  time  for  public  domain  purposes.  0( 
that  he  knew  nothing,  except  what  he  saw  in 
the  Act  of  1881 ;  and  he  would  ask  members 
who  objected  to  parting  with  this  land  by  sale 
to  agree  with  him  in  this  matter.  The  St&te 
had  to  keep  possession  of  the  land,  and  it  was 
simply  leaving  to  a  future  session  the  dis- 
posal of  it.  What  possible  objection  could 
there  be  to  that?  Further,  be  would  tuge 
that  the  middle  district  of  New  Zealand  must 
have  university  education ;  it  must  have  a 
university  college.  No  country  in  the  world 
could  succeed  as  a  democratic  country  withont 
State-aided  universities;  and  it  was  precisely 
those  countries  where  most  had  been  done  for 
the  universities,  where  most  had  been  done  for 
primary  and  secondary  education,  where  the 
nation  stood  highest.  Statistics  showed  that 
in  the  countries  of  Europe,  with  regard  to  pri- 
mary education,  Sweden  and  Norway  had  97 
per  cent,  of  their  people  who  could  write, 
whilst  the  United  Kingdom  had  only  90  per 
cent.  In  the  small  kingdom  of  Norway,  a 
poor  country  as  compared  with  New  Zealand, 
there  were  one  university  and  no  less  than  1^ 
colleges;  and  it  had  done  far  more  for  eda- 
cation  than  we  had  attempted  to  do.  It  had 
a  university  at  Christiania,  and  it  was,  per- 
haps, the  most  democratic  country  in  Earope. 
Sweden  had  two  universities  and  146  collies. 
What  could  they  effect  if  they  did  not  give 
more  attention  to  university  education  ?  Where 
could  they  get  a  more  striking  example  than 
that  which  had  happened  in  Prussia  and  in 
Germany?  In  Germany  there  were  no  less 
than  twenty-one  universities,  besides  innamer- 
ablo  colleges  and  high  schools.  He  would 
like  to  point  out  what  happened  in  Pmssis 
after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Jena,  and  the 
Peace  of  Tilsit.  The  country  was  then  in 
a  terrible  condition.  No  country  was  ever 
humiliated  so  much  as  it  was  at  the  time. 
But  King  Frederick  William  III.  and  Stein 
and  Hardenbcrg  not  only  dealt  with  the  land- 
laws,  but  decided  that  attention  should  be 
paid  to  university,  primary,  and  secondary 
education.  There  was  a  country  sunk  in 
debt,  much  of  its  territory  taken  away  ;  and 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  founded  a  university 
at  Berlin.  The  result  of  higher  education  in 
Germany  had  been  this :  that  she  had  taJcen 
perhaps  the  leading  position  in  Europe,  and  it 
was  her  education  that  had  enabled  her  to  do 
it — not  primary  education  alone,  but  higher 
education.  No  country  could  compete  witli 
other  countries  unless  attention  was  paid  to 
education.  What  was  to  be  the  future  of  New 
Zealand  ?  Was  it  to  depend  upon  outside  coud- 
tries  for  its  clergymen,  its  scientists,  its  doctors, 
its  lawyers,  and  its  teachers  ?  They  must  have 
their  teachers  trained  in  universities  if  they 
were  to  be  efficient  teachers  and  if  primary 
education  was  to  be  raised.  Those  counties  in 
Scotland  which  had  the  best  primary  educa- 
tion, which  had  produced  the  largest  namber 
of  eminent  pupils,  were  the  counties  in  which 
they  hod  the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests :  that 
was,  they  hod  bonuses  given  to  teachers  who 
could  show  a  university  degree.    If  a  teacher 
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had  a  nniveisity  degree  he  got  an  augmenta- 
tion of  his  salary.  The  result  was  that  they  got 
highly-educated  teachers,  and  their  pupils  were 
distinguished  in  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the 
Indian  service,  and  also  in  professional  careers. 
This  was  entirely  due  to  the  primary  schools 
being  better  equipped,  and  there  one  could  go 
from  the  primary  school  direct  to  the  univer- 
«ity.  That  could  not  be  done  unless  they  had 
as  primary-school  teachers  men  who  had  had  a 
university  education.  In  the  parish  where  he 
was  trained  they  learned  all  the  things  taught 
in  the  primary  schools,  as  well  as  the  classics 
and  French,  German,  and  mathematics.  What 
was  the  result?  That  they  went  direct  from 
their  schools  to  the  university,  and  in  one 
Tear  one  of  their  students  carried  oS  the  Greek 
bursary.  If  they  had  their  primary  -  school 
teachers  equipped  with  a  thoroughly  scientific 
training,  what  advantage  would  they  not  confer 
upon  their  primary  schools  1  It  was  all  a  mis- 
take to  assume  that  the  university  was  for 
teaching  Latin  and  Greek.  The  university 
became  practically  the  highest  school  for 
technical  science.  He  therefore  asked,  if  the 
House  was  anxious  to  see  the  primary  schools 
of  the  colony  efficient,  that  they  would  vote 
for  what  he  suggested  at  the  present  time. 
It  was  not  a  question  at  all  of  giving  higher 
-education  to  a  few.  It  was  the  poor  man's 
children  who  benefited,  not  altogether  the  rich 
man's.  The  rich  man's  children  were  sent  to 
Europe — to  the  universities  of  England,  Dublin, 
and  Edinburgh— and,  if  they  wished  to  do  equal 
justice  to  all,  it  was  their  duty  to  promote  this 
university  education.  He  could  go  at  greater 
length  into  this  question,  but  he  recognised 
that  they  were  getting  towards  the  end  of  the 
fiession,  and  that  was  his  reason  for  not  using 
one-tenth  part  of  his  notes.  The  Premier  had 
said  he  would  not  object  to  giving  the  land  for 
a  poorhouse,  but  he  would  not  give  it  for  a 
university.  It  put  him  in  mind  of  an  historic 
incident,  which  he  might  call  che  Mary  in- 
cident in  which  Judas  figured.  They  had  to 
look  after  the  poor.  They  had  got  special 
Boards  for  that  purpose.  But  they  had  to 
look  after  something  more — ^just  as  high,  just 
as  necessary — that  was,  the  social  life,  the 
citizen  life, — that  was  promoted  by  higher  edu- 
cation. He  was  not  asking  them  to  give  an 
-endowment  for  the  Middle  District  University 
at  present,  but  he  was  asking  them  to  prevent 
this  land  from  being  sold ;  and  he  asked  those 
who  were  denouncing  the  State  for  selling  its 
land  to  support  him,  and  this  question  would 
test  their  sincerity.  The  land  was  not  to  be 
sold  until  Parliament  was  consulted,  when  they 
would  be  able  to  dispose  of  it  for  the  purpose  of 
secondary  education  or  anything  else. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  doubt  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  honourable  member  in 
moving  his  amendment.  The  matter  had  been 
-discussed  at  length  in  Committee,  and  he 
would  have  thought  that  the  division  then 
taken  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  honourable  gentleman  in  desisting 
from  his  attempt  to  take  this  land  for  the  pur- 
fiose  indicated.    This  Bill  was  introduced,  as 


he  believed,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  once 
and  for  all  the  question  of  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences. That  was  what  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for,  and  forty-four  members  of  the 
House  to  eleven  voted  on  the  second  reading 
that  the  Ministerial  residences  should  be  sold. 
The  honourable  member's  proposal  was  to 
submit  for  sale  two  of  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, but  not  to  sell  the  other,  but  let  the 
sale  of  it  stand  over  for  twelve  months  until 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  bring  in  an 
amending  Bill  for  the  Middle  District  Uni- 
versity, and  secure  the  land  held  over  from 
the  previous  session  as  an  endowment  for  the 
University.  When  the  honourable  gentleman 
Introduced  his  Bill  he  told  the  House  he  was 
asking  for  nothing.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  told 
then,  and  members  were  fully  aware,  of  what 
was  going  to  happen  shortly  afterwards.  He 
knew  very  well,  at  any  rate,  that  the  colony 
would  be  asked  to  endow  this  University.  They 
were  told  at  the  time  that  nothing  further 
was  wanted.  He  would  ask  if  the  House  was 
to  be  treated  in  that  way.  He  heid  nothing  to 
say  against  higher  education.  He  had  never 
contended  that  universities  in  our  midst  were 
not  very  desirable ;  but  they  should  be  acces- 
sible to  all  and  not  to  a  few  if  they  were  to 
benefit  the  country.  He  had  said  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  now  repeated,  that 
higher  education  was  taken  advantchge  of  by  a 
select  few,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
could  not  take  advantage  of  it.  That  would 
be  so  so  long  as  they  had  the  present  system 
of  high  fees  and  exclusiveness.  With  regard 
to  the  countries  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  named — Norway  and  Sweden — and 
other  countries,  he  would  find  that  opportuni- 
ties were  given  to  every  one,  and  that  it  was 
not  as  it  was  here.  The  question  was  this : 
Whether  under  the  existing  circumstances,  in 
dealing  with  this  question  of  selling  a  piece  of 
land  upon  which  a  Ministerial  residence  was 
built,  the  whole  question  of  university  esta- 
blishment should  be  raised.  He  thought  they 
should  wait  until  they  had  to  deal  with  the 
universities,  and  then  they  could  be  dealt  with 
in  a  comprehensive  way.  He  thought  the  posi- 
tion ho  took  up  when  the  grant  was  made  in 
regard  to  the  University  College  of  Auckland 
would  prove  that  he  was  consistent — that  he 
was  not  one  of  those  who  opposed  higher 
education.  The  question  was,  whether  they 
had  come  there  to  establish  this  university  - 
for  the  middle  district  of  the  colony  and  to 
grant  the  endowment  which  the  honourable 
member  sought  under  this  Bill.  The  honour- 
able member  stated  that  we  must  train  oui 
own  lawyers,  our  own  doctors,  our  own  scien- 
tists, and  our  ovm  teachers.  He  thought  that, 
at  the  rate  they  were  going  in  the  way  of 
training  lawyers — he  did  not  know  so  much 
about  doctors — but  certainly,  as  far  as  the 
lawyers  and  teachers  were  concerned,  there 
were  too  many  in  these  professions.  The  re- 
.  Q  suit  was  that  it  was  not  tending  to 
'  '  improve  the  position  of  some  of  the 
professions  to  which  he  referred.  He  questioned 
very  much  whether  they  were  not  going  too 
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far.  It  \ras  not  the  selection  of  the  fittest ;  it 
yraa  not  making  it  universal ;  he  said  that  we 
were  giving  advantages  to  a  select  few,  and  the 
colony  had  to  provide  for  them  first  by  endow- 
ments, and  secondly  by  grants  under  legisla- 
tion. Under  these  circumstances  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  commencing  at  the  wrong 
end  when  he  asked  that  this  piece  of  land 
should  be  given  for  the  purpose.  The  question 
was,  Should  the  colony  relain  this  Ministerial 
residence  for  another  year,  or  should  it  be  dis- 
posed of?  He  did  not  care  what  was  done 
with  the  amount  realised.  It  might  be  given 
for  primary-school  buildings,  so  that  schools 
might  be  erected  in  newly-settled  districts,  so 
that  it  should  not  be  as  he  had  seen  in  his 
travels :  there  were  settlements  where  he  bad 
seen  children  being  taught  in  a  cow-shed.  If 
they  wanted  money  for  the  purpose  of  grants 
to  sohool-buildings  in  places  where  settlement 
was  going  on  rapidly,  let  them  use  the  money 
for  that  purpose,  and  he  bad  not  the  slightest 
objection.  And  he  said  the  claims  of  these 
people  were  much  greater  than  for  the  Middle 
District  University.  He  objected,  therefore,  to 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  Why  did  not  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  the  University 
Bill  was  before  the  House,  put  this  land  in 
the  schedule  of  that  Bill,  and  honestly  ask 
the  House  for  it  for  that  purpose,  instead 
of,  by  a  side-wind,  attempting  to  secure  an 
endowment  ?  This  did  not  commend  itself  to 
his  (Mr,  Seddon's)  mind  as  being  a  proper  and 
legitimate  way  to  treat  the  House.  He  thought 
the  House  should  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sell 
the  residence,  and  have  done  with  it  once  and 
for  all.  What  did  it  mean  ?  They  had  to  keep 
the  Ministerial  residences  in  repair,  and  to  keep 
gardeners  there,  and  to  go  to  all  sorts  of  trouble 
and  expense,  and  next  yes^r  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  be  reopened  again.  In  regard  to 
the  point  raised  as  to  the  assent  of  the  Crown 
not  having  been  obtained,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  debarred  by  the  ruling  of 
the  Chairman :  still,  there  was  a  division 
taken  on  the  schedule,  and  there  was  a  very 
large  majority  against  the  exclusion  of  this 
land  from  the  schedule.  He  did  not  know 
whether  honourable  members  had  altered  their 
opinions.  It  was  quite  true  that  there  was  a 
very  small  House,  and  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
House  when  more  members  were  present,  and 
that  was  why  the  third  reading  was  postponed. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  exception  should  be 
made  of  Wellington  in  respect  to  this  piece  of 
land.  It  was  the  property  of  the  Crown,  the 
House  was  in  favour  of  disposing  of  it,  and  he 
thought  there  was  much  greater  need  for  the 
proceeds  to  go  to  the  establishment  of  primary 
schools  in  newly-settled  districts  than  for  the 
establishment  of  a  university  for  the  middle 
district.  There  were  the  Wellington  College, 
the  Boman  Catholic  College  in  Wellington, 
and  the  high  schools.  What  were  the  high 
schools?  They  were  select  schools  for  the 
children  of  certain  people  who  objected  to 
their  children  mucing  with  pupils  who  at- 
Mr,  Seddon 


tended  the  other  schools.    When  the  standard 

was  brought  down,  and  Fourth  Standard  pupils 
were  admitted  in  the  high  schools,  it  was  not 
what  was  intended  at  all.  Not  long  ago 
£2,000  was  asked  for,  and  had  been  granted. 
Wellington  could  not  complain,  and  Welling- 
ton had  no  claim  whatever  for  the  special  pro- 
vision the  honoui»ble  gentleman  asked  for.  If 
a  majority  was  prepared  to  give  this  land  foe 
a  university,  let  them  say  so.  It  was  mncti 
better  to  have  it  decided  once  for  all.  He 
would  take  the  decision  on  this  division.  If  a 
majority  were  willing  to  recommit  he  would 
take  it  as  an  indication  that  the  land  was  to  be 
given  for  a  Middle  District  University. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  hardly  held  out  any  olive-branch.  He 
lost  no  opportunity  of  making  a  violent  attack 
on  the  people  of  Wellington.  He  did  it  in 
Committee;  and  when  in  Committee  on  the 
Bill  he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  refrained  from  replying. 
The  honourable  gentleman  now  repeated  it  in 
the  House,  and  when  the  whole  House  was 
anxious  to  get  on  with  the  business  the  leadei 
of  the  House  made  that  attack.  He  would 
refrain  again  from  occupying  the  time  of  tbe 
House  at  any  length  in  what  he  had  to  say. 
First,  with  regard  to  what  the  Premier  said 
about  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City, 
he  was  entirely  incorrect.  That  honourable 
gentleman,  in  introducing  the  Middle  District^ 
University  College  Bill,  said  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  proposing  any  endowment  because 
that  could  only  be  done  on  the  motion  of  the 
Crown ;  and  therefore  he  said  he  was  bringing 
in  a  Bill  in  an  incomplete  form :  but  he  never 
said  the  House  would  not  be  asked  at  any 
time  to  give  an  endowment ;  and  when  the 
Premier  said  his  honourable  friend  misled 
the  House,  and  induced  the  House  to  pass 
the  Bill  by  some  false  pretences  of  that  sort, 
he  was  saying  what  was  entirely  incorrect, 
and  what,  had  the  honourable  gentleman 
been  a  little  careful,  ho  must  have  known  to 
be  incorrect.  The  Premier  went  into  the  ques- 
tion of  university  education,  and  into  that 
he  did  not  propose  to  follow  the  honourable 
gentleman,  except  by  giving  an  absolute  contra- 
diction to  the  statement  that  it  was  only  open 
to  a  certain  class.  That  was  not  the  case,  and 
the  Premier  only  said  it  for  the  purpose  of 
using  an  ad  captandum  argument  in  the  House, 
and  of  getting  that  sort  of  flapdoodle  into  Han- 
sard, to  be  used  on  the  platforms  afterwards. 
There  was  no  sense,  no  accuracy,  in  it.  But  if 
it  were  so,  what  would  be  the  remedy?  The 
remedy  would  be  to  supplement  the  finances  of 
the  universities  in  order  that  they  might  be 
open  to  all.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
contend  that  the  way  to  enlarge  the  scope  of 
these  institutions  was  to  limit  their  means? 
No.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to 
extend  it  to  all  classes — if  it  were  limited  now 
— the  way  was  to  endow  the  universities,  so. 
that  they  should  be  able  to  provide  education 
at  less  cost  to  the  students  than  at  present. 
The  honourable  gentleman  spoke  of  bis  attitude 
in  regard  to  the  Auckland  University  to  show 
that  he  was  not  opposed  to  higher  education^ 
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He  did  not  follow  previous  votes  of  honourable 
gentlemen  in  Hansard,  and  did  not  know  how 
he  voted  on  that  occasion,  but  he  assumed  the 
honourable  gentleman  supported  the  delivery 
to  the  Auckland  University  of  a  building  that 
was  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  its  endow- 
ment with  a  sum  of  £4,000  per  annum;  and 
what  consistency  was  there  between  that  action 
and  his  speech  of  to-day  ? 

tir.  J.  McKENZIE  said  we  had  sufBcient 
universities  in  the  colony  already. 

ilr.  BELL  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
'might  take  that  attitude  consistently,  but  the 
Premier  did  not  say  that  he  opposed  the  mo- 
tion because  they  had  sufRoient  universities 
now,  but  because  university  education  was  a 
provision  for  a  certain  class. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  BELL  said,  then  his  ears  could  not  be 
trusted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  referring  to  uni- 
versities and  high  schools  that  now  existed, — as 
to  who  had  the  advantage  of  them. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  then,  why  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  vote  to  give  a  public  building 
and  £4,000  a  year  to  the  Auckland  University, 
if  that  was  tbe  effect  of  it?    The  honourable 
gentleman  was  praising  himself  for  his  vote  on 
that  occasion.    But  this  was  playing  with  the 
question.     The   reason  why  his    honourable 
friend  asked  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill 
was   this :    On   two   occasions   this  particular 
building  had  been  offered  by  the  Government 
as  an  endowment  for  the  University ;  and  the 
Premier  knew  it  quite  well—  that,  if  the  building 
was  to  be  disposed  of.  Parliament  would  be 
invited  to  allow  it  to  be  given  for  this  purpose. 
Nothing  new  was  being  asked.     He  asked  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  say  whether  this  was 
aot  tlie  case.    That  was  the  reason  why  special 
exception  wa.<;  asked  for  in  regard  to  this  build- 
ing. At  this  late  period  of  the  session  university 
education  was  far  too  wide  a  question  to  enter 
npon,  but  he  asked  the  House  to  say  whether 
it  was  not  a  great  temptation  to  a  representa- 
tive of  Wellington  to  use  his  full  privilege  in 
.  reply  to  the  speech  that  had  been  made  by 
tbe    Premier.      He  would  not  yield  to  the 
temptation,  but  he  would  say  in  one  sentence, 
in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  a  university  in 
Wellington,  those   who  had  universities  esta- 
blished in  their  own  districts  ought  in  fairness 
to   support  this  motion,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
asking  for  no  more  than  the  Government  had 
been  prepared  to  give  before  the  Premier  had 
got  the  idea  that  it  was  a  popular  thing  to 
denounce  university  education  as   class   edu- 
cation and  university  legislation  as  class  legis- 
lation.   Inasmuch  as  it  had  been  offered,  and 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  beginning  of  a  necessary 
endowment,  the  House  ought,  in  fairness,  to 
agree  to  the  recommittal,  and  to  the  exclusion 
of  this  piece  of  ground  from  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KEEYES  said  that,  in  answer  to  the 
question  put  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
Tvould  say  what  he  thought  happened  on  the 
occasion  to  which  he  referred.  He  presumed 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  occa- 
sion on  which  a  large  deputation  waited  upon 


him  (Mr.  Beeves)  in  the  Government  Build- 
ings with  regard  to  a  university  for  Wellington. 
They  asked  that  something  should  be  done 
to  establish  a  university ;  and  either  he  (Mr. 
Reeves)  suggested  to  them,  or  somebody  else 
suggested  and  he  took  it  up,  that  this  Tina- 
kori  Road  residence  should  be  handed  over  as 
an  endowment.  He  forgot  whether  he  sug- 
gested it  first,  or  whether  somebody  else  sug- 
gested it  and  he  himself  took  up  the  suggestion. 
Then  some  of  the  members  for  Wellington 
City,  or  perhaps  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs — he  rather  thought  it  was 
the  honourable  member  over  there— said  that 
that  would  not  do  that ;  whatever  tbe  Govern- 
ment did,  it  ought  not  to  be  co;ifined  to  some 
petty  dribbling  endowment  of  the  kind,  whioh 
would  lead  to  nothing  satisfactory,  but  that  if 
any  assistance  at  all  were  to  be  given  they 
ought  to  give  some  substantial  and  sufficient 
endowment.  Somebody  else  corroborated  that ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  left  it  there.  He  thought 
the  feeling  of  the  deputation  was  that  they  did 
not  want  any  trifling  scraps  of  on  endowment 
such  as  that,  but  that  they  wanted  a  really 
good  and  sufficient  endowment  or  none  at  all. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought,  so  far  as  his  memory 
served  him,  that  his  desire  was  to  take  what 
they  could  get  on  that  occasion,  and  to  ask  for 
more  on  a  future  occasion.  That  was  good, 
sound  policy,  and,  so  far  as  he  remembered,  it 
was  the  policy  he  advocated — namely,  that  of 
taking  all  they  could  get,  and  coming  back 
later  on  and  asking,  perhaps,  the  Minister  of 
Lands  to  give  them  10,000  acres  out  of  the 
Awarua  Block.  He  would  not  stick  at  a  trifle 
like  that  if  he  could  get  it. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Why  not  ask  for  tbe  whole 
block? 

Dr.  NEWMAN  could  not  get  the  whole 
block,  but  if  he  could  get  10,000  acres  he  would 
take  it,  and  ask  for  more  afterwards.  He 
asked  the  Premier  if  he  could  not  see  his  way 
to  meet  them  in  this  matter.  He  thought  it 
was  only  a  little  they  wore  asking  for,  and  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  gave  them  a  capita- 
tion it  would  be  all  the  better.  He  ventured 
to  say,  while  they  were  going  about  it,  that,  if 
they  were  prepared  to  start  the  thing  by  giving 
it  a  habitation,  a  considerable  number  of  people 
would  be  prepared  to  help  considerably  this 
University;  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  see 
the  advisability  of  giving  it  a  start.  He  failed 
to  see  why  he  should  not  do  so ;  the  money 
would  certainly  be  quite  as  well  spent  in  the 
establishment  of  a  university  in  Wellington  as 
on  the  purposes  for  which  large  amounts  were 
already  being  spent. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  was  sorry  his  colleague,  in 
place  of  asking  for  one  of  the  residences,  did 
not  ask  for  the  whole  of  them.  They  might  as 
well  all  be  passed  over  for  this  purpose.  If  the 
House  looked  at  the  position  of  this  province 
it  would  see  that  it  was  altogether  different 
from  that  of  the  South.  In  early  years  it  had 
no  land  revenue.  The  ProvinoiaJ  Government 
had  to  buy  all  its  land  from  the  Natives,  and 
it  had  always  been  a  struggle  in  this  part  of  tbtt 
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country  bow  to  meet  the  cost  of  load-construc- 
tion. The  district  was  mountainous,  and  hence 
the  Provincial  Government  had  always  been  in 
an  impecanious  position,  and  never  able  to 
make  endowments  for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion, as  the  people  in  the  more  favoured  South 
Island  had  been.  It  could  only  be  by  the  sense 
of  justice  of  the  House  this  endowment  could 
be  given.  The  House  had  fairly  provided  for 
the  Province  of  Auckland  in  the  matter  of  uni- 
versity education  by  an  endowment  of  £4,000 
per  annum. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— And  land-endowments  in 
addition. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Yes ;  they  had  laud-endow- 
ments in  addition  to  this  charge  upon  the  con- 
solidated revenue  of  £4,000  per  annum.  This 
province,  however,  had  no  endowments  what- 
ever, and,  seeing  it  had  no  property  available, 
and  that  these  residences  were  proposed  to  be 
sold,  be  could  hardly  think  it  was  worth  the 
while  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  them  other- 
tvise  than  by  granting  them  as  an  endowment 
for  the  purpose  indicated.  It  would  make  very 
little  difference  to  the  colony  on  a  year's  in- 
come, and  it  was  far  better  to  apply  these  resi- 
dences to  assisting  to  meet  this  want,  which, 
tiie  House  must  recognise,  gave  a  genuine  claim 
against  it  for  aid.  Ho  trusted  the  Premier 
vould  not  press  the  matter,  but  would  accept 
the  amendment  assigning  the  residences  as  an 
endowment  to  the  University  Board.  In  re- 
spect to  higher  education  Wellington  was  in 
an  impecunious  state,  and  it  was  a  district  that 
was  never  found  clamouring  for  contribu- 
tions from  the  public  purse.  While  a  member 
during  four  years  he  had  never  preferred  a  claim 
upon  the  public  purse.  That  being  the  case, 
he  thought  the  House  could  fairly  meet  this 
modest  request.  He  trusted  the  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  rose  to  protest  against  the 
suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  who  had 
just  sat  down — that  the  total  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  the  Ministerial  residences  might 
be  devoted  to  an  endowment  for  a  university 
for  the  City  of  Wellington.  So  long  as  the 
work  of  settlement  was  being  extended  in 
almost  every  direction  in  the  North  Island, 
and  in  the  South  Island  as  well,  it  was  im- 
perative to  follow  up  settlement  by  planting 
schools,  and  ho  thought  the  needs  of  these 
settlers  in  the  remote  districts  of  the  North 
Island,  and  in  the  South  Island  as  well,  to  have 
their  educational  wants  attended  to,  should  be 
provided  for  before  they  went  in  for  a  lavish 
expenditure  in  the  shape  of  endowments  for 
a  university  in  Wellington.  If  they  had  an 
abundance  of  money  so  as  to  give  the  settlers 
an  opportunity  of  educating  their  children, 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  doing  so.  But, 
as  that  was  not  the  case,  he  must  protest 
against  the  proceeds  of  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences being  set  apart  for  the  object  advocated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 

iSir  R.  Stout).     The  honourable  member  for 
iiccaxtou  bad  offered  a  good  suggestion  to  the 
House — namely,  that  the  sum  of  £15,000  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  Ministerial  residences  should 
llr.  Duthit 


be  devoted  to  overtake  the  wants  of  ptimaiy 
education  in  the  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
He  would  supplement  that  recommendation  b^ 
suggesting  to  the  Premier  that  the  balance  of 
£10,000 — as  he  had  been  informed,  the  total 
proceeds  were  likely  to  amount  to  £25,000 — 
should  be  devoted  towards  the  erection  of  & 
suitable  building  to  contain  the  parliamentary 
library.  That  matter  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  House  again  and  again  by 
the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  ba 
understood  it  would  require  £10,000  to  do  thskt. 
He  was  quite  sure,  however,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  backward  condition  of  remote 
districts,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  Educa- 
tion Boards,  that  £15,000  would  be  inadequate 
to  overtake  the  demands  for  primary  schools 
His  honourable  friend  the  member  for  W^elling- 
ton  City  (Mr.  Bell)  characterized  the  remarks 
of  the  Premier  in  regard  to  secondary  schools 
as  "flapdoodle."  He  thought  that  was  fax 
from  bemg  complimentary,  and  far  from  being 
appropriate  or  applicable  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Premier.  The  remarks  of  the  Premier 
vrere  quite  true.  He  knew  personally  that  in 
some  secondary  schools  the  children  of  wealthy 
parents  were  admitted  that  were  not  able  to  paaa 
the  Second  Standard  of  the  ordinary  primary 
schools,  and  that  the  secondary  schools  were 
largely  taken  advantage  of  by  wealthy  parent 
to  have  their  children  educated,  when  they 
would  be  much  better  educated  in  the  pri- 
mary schools.  He  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Wellington  City,  was  it  possible 
for  the  children  of  the  ordinary  labouring-man, 
or  the  artisan,  or,  indeed,  of  the  great  bulk  of 
the  settlers  in  the  country  districts  to  talw 
advantage  of  the  secondary  schools  at  the  pre- 
sent time  1  How  could  they,  when  the  fees 
were  prohibitory,  ruimiog  from  eight  to  sixteen 
guineas  a  year  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  not  have  them  free  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Yes;  why  not  have  them 
free  ?  Let  them  legislate  in  that  direction,  so 
that  every  one,  irrespective  of  his  social  statns, 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  having  his 
children  educated  free.  He  was  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  that,  because  he  considered  that 
every  section  of  the  community,  whether  rich 
or  poor,  should  be  entitled  to  equal  educational 
advantages. 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  had  been  absent 
from  town  on  private  business,  and  had  not 
yet  quite  ascertained  the  position  of  affairs, 
but,  as  he  understood,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  ha^  moved 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  for  the  pnrposa  of 
excepting  from  the  clause  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dence in  Tinakorl  Road,  with  the  ultimate 
view,  as  he  apprehended,  that  that  building 
should  be  free  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
the  Middle  District  University.  He  could  only 
say  that  he  would  most  heartily  support  tha 
honourable  member  in  that  proposal,  for  ha 
thought  that  all  parts  of  New  Zealand  weio 
entitled  to  equal  advantages  in  regard  to 
superior  education.  The  middle  portion  of  the 
colony  for  years  post  had  not  had  equal  advan- 
tages with  other  portions  of  the  colony.    They 
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had  a,  university  in  Otago,  they  had  a  uni- 
versity college  in  Auckland,  they  had  similar 
provision  to  a  certain  extent  in  Christchurch, 
but  there  hod  been  no  provision  made  hitherto 
for  Wellington  and  the  parts  hereabout.  The 
honourable  member  had  succeeded  in  passing 
a  Bill  by  which  they  had  agreed  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  an  organization  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  establishment  of  a  university  for  the 
middle  district  of  New  Zealand.  But  it  would 
also  require  buildings  in  which  the  teaching 
could  be  carried  on,  and  he  did  not  know  that 
a  more  convenient  site  could  be  obtained  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wellington  than  that  of  the  Minis- 
terial residence  in  Tinakori  Road.  There- 
fore he  would  heartily  support  the  honourable 
member  in  moving  to  except  that  particular 
building  from  the  sale-power  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  have  respecting  the  other  Minis- 
terial houses  in  Wellington.  He  would  like  to 
offer  this  suggestion  also  :  that,  if  power  were 
given  by  the  House  to  sell  the  other  Ministerial 
residences,  the  money  which  was  derived  from 
the  sale  could  not  be  better  expended  than  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  permtineiit  build- 
ing for  placing  in  security  the  very  valuable 
library  that  belonged  to  the  General  Assembly. 
He  had  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper  which , 
when  the  opportunity  occurred,  he  intended  to 
move — that  was,  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
necessity  which  had  been  patent  for  some  years 
past  of  erecting  a  more  secure  building  for  the 
safe  custody  of  the  very  valuable  library  which 
was  attached  to  these  premises.  If  the  question 
vras  how  to  find  funds  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing that  out,  it  would  easily  be  solved  by  appro- 
Sriating  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  other 
[inisterial  residences  to  that  purpose.  If,  when 
the  Bill  was  passed,  as  he  supposed  it  would  he, 
for  the  sale  of  the  Ministerial  residences,  an  ex- 
ception were  made  of  the  residence  in  Tinakori 
Boad,  with  the  view  that  that  building  should 
eventually  be  the  home  of  the  Middle  District 
University,  and  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
other  residences  were  devoted  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  building  for  the  reception 
of  the  valuable  library  in  the  Parliament  Build- 
ings, he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  satisfactory 
result.  He  supported  the  Bill ;  but  he  also  sup- 
ported the  amendment  moved  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout), 
for  the  reasons  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley  had  repeated  that  afternoon  a  state- 
ment that  had  been  made  very  often  in  the 
House,  and  which  he  thought  required  refuta- 
tion. He  understood  the  Premier  had  also 
made  that  statement,  and  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to  the  remarks  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  just  now.  It  had  often  been 
stated  in  the  House  that  the  secondary  schools 
were  class  schools,  opened  only  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  wealthy  few. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  ALLEN. — "  Hear,  hear,"  said  another 
Minister.  Now,  he  desired  to  give  the  Minister 
some  information  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  accept  it, 
and  that  he  would,  when  he  had  further  con- 
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sidered  the  matter,  come  to  a  different  conclu- 
sion. He  wished  to  put  on  record  what  was 
the  condition  of  things  as  regarded  the  Otago 
Girls'  and  Boys'  High  Schools.  He  had  a 
statement  showing  the  classification  according 
to  occupation  of  the  parents  of  the  children 
attending  the  Otago  Girls'  and  Boys'  High 
^  oQ  Schools.  With  Mr.  Speaker's  permis- 
'   sion  he  would  read  the  list  through : — 

Agents 

Architects    ... 

Auctioneers 

Brewer 

Bricklayer  ... 

Brickmaker... 

Blacksmiths 

Booksellers,  &c. 

Bootmakers... 

Bank  clerks... 

Bank  and  company 
managers ... 

Clergymen  ... 

Civil  servants 

Carver 

Clerics  

Commercial  travel- 
lers 

Carpenters  ... 

Chemists 

Contractor  ... 

Dealer  and  driver    ... 

Drapers  and  assist- 
ants 

Engine-driver 

Engineers    ... 

Engineers  (Civil) 

Expressmen 

Farmers 

Furniture-dealer     ... 

Fellmongers 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Not  a  single  labourer. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked,  what  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  call  bricklayers,  brickmokers, 
engine-drivers,  miners,  and  blacksmiths  ?  Now 
that  he  had  placed  this  on  record  it  ought 
never  again  to  be  said  in  the  House  that  these 
secondary  schools  were  class  schools.  The  list 
he  had  read  out  was  a  most  satisfactory  indica- 
tion that  secondary  education  was  availed  of 
by  all  classes,  and  the  mixture  was  as  complete 
as  could  be.  In  regard  to  the  Bill,  where  there 
were  pieces  of  land  that  might  be  reserved  for 
education  purposes  they  should  not  be  sacri- 
ficed by  the  General  Government.  He  was 
sorry  that  in  the  early  days  those  who  hod 
charge  of  affairs  were  not  so  wise  in  some  dis- 
tricts as  in  others,  and  it  was  a  great  pity  they 
had  not  secured  reserves  for  education  purposes 
in  their  districts.  The  cry  for  resuming  these 
reserves  came  from  those  districts  which  were 
not  so  fortunate  in  respect  of  reserves  ;  but  he 
would  urge  on  members  representing  such  dis- 
tricts that  their  best  course  would  be  even  now 
to  attempt  to  have  reserves  set  aside  in  their 
districts  for  educational  purposes,  and  he  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  assist  them  at  smy  time  in 
such  attempts. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  not  like  it  to  he 
thought  that  it  was  only  the  Wellington  mem- 
bers who  were  supporting  the  creation  of  a 
university  for  the  middle  district  of  New  Zea- 
land. This  want  was  felt  far  more  widely  than 
in  the  town  and  district  of  Wellington.  He 
had  been  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
education  system  in  Hawke's  Bay,  and  ha 


Digitized  by 


Google 


776        MinisUrial  Besideneea        [HOUSE.] 


Sale  Bill. 


[Oct.  16 


could  speak  of  the  great  difficulties  they  suf- 
fered under  in  not  being  able  to  obtain  any 
choice  of  high-school  education  for  the  people. 
So  far  as  university  education  went,  Hawke's 
Bay,  Taranaki,  the  Wairarapa,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  lower  centre  of  New  Zealand 
were  practically  as  far  separated  from  uni- 
versity education  as  if  there  was  no  univer- 
sity in  the  colony  at  all.  Practically,  none  of 
their  youths  were  able  to  obtain  university  edu- 
cation. The  honourable  member  for  Bruce, 
in  speaking  just  before,  said  it  was  a  pity 
that  some  districts  had  not  followed  the 
good  example  of  other  more  fortunate  ones — 
meaning,  he  presumed,  Otago  and  Canterbury 
— in  making  larger  endowments  for  universities 
and  educational  purposes.  With  regard  to  the 
middle  district,  all  the  reserves  were  made 
before  he  (Captain  Bussell)  came  into  public 
life,  so  that  no  blame  attached  to  himself  in 
the  matter.  But  they  had  no  reserves  because 
they  bad  but  little  land,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  make  them.  Small  areas  were  bought  by 
the  Crown  from  time  to  time  from  the  Natives, 
but  the  great  bulk  of  the  land  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Native  people,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  set  aside  large  endowments  for  univer- 
sity or  other  education  from  the  simple  fact 
that  there  was  no  land  to  set  aside,  and  the 
difficulties  which  they  had  to  overcome  in  the 
making  of  roads  and  bridges  did  not  pccur  in 
some  portions  of  the  South  Island,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  land  being  so  different.  And  he 
would  invite  honourable  members  from  the 
South  Island  to  remember  the  large  area  of 
land  was  made  a  present  to  the  South  Island 
by  the  Government  of  New  Zealand.  The  land 
was  purchased  for  a  small  sum,  and  it  was 
handed  over  to  the  various  provincial  dis- 
tricts. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — We  had  to  pay  interest. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  whole  cost  of 
the  land  was  only  £7,000,  so  that  there  was 
not  much  to  be  paid,  at  any  rate.  He  could 
not  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in- 
correct, but  ho  would  like  to  have  a  great  deal 
more  information  before  he  could  admit  that 
the  South  Island  had  been  treated  otherwise 
than  extremely  well,  because  the  fact  remained 
that  there  was  a  magnificent  land  endowment 
granted  by  the  Government  to  the  southern 
provinces,  out  of  which  they  were  able  to  make 
their  roads,  bridges,  et  cetera — and  quite  pro- 
perly. But  there  ought  to  be  some  considera- 
tion, at  any  rate,  given,  so  that  the  youth  of 
central  New  Zetiland  might  obtain  the  ad- 
vantages of  university  education.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley  arguing  against  it.  They  had  had 
labour  legislation  introduced  into  the  House 
almost  ad  nauseam,  and  if  they  were  really  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  working- people 
they  must  endeavour  to  give  them  the  best 
education  possible,  and  a  system  of  scholar- 
ships should  be  devised  by  which  the  clever 
boys  should  pass  from  the  primary  to  the 
secondary  schools,  and  the  cleverest  of  them 
again  on  to  the  university,  irrespective  of  class 
Altogether. 

Captain  Russell 


Mr.  MKBEDITH.— What  about  those  who 
have  no  primary  education  ? 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself,  in  speaking  a  little  while 
ago,  quoted  a  sum  of  £15,000  which  ought  to  be 
voted  in  order  to  make  school-buildings ;  and  all 
the  Government  had  to  do  now  was  to  bring 
down  on  the  supplementary  estimates  a  vote  of 
£10,000  for  primary-school  buildings,  and  they 
would  carry  it  through  the  House  with  scarcely 
a  dissentient  voice.  They  must  not  delude 
themselves  into  the  idea  that  they  could  not  get 
money  for  primar}'  education.  If  the  Premia 
would  ask  the  House  to  vote  whatever  sum  waa 
necessary,  he  (Captain  Bussell)  guaranteed  that 
sum  would  be  voted  without  any  difficulty 
from  the  Opposition.  He  held  that  there 
was  a  good  deij  of  nonsense  talked  with  regaid 
to  the  schools  in  the  outlying  districts.  He 
spoke  with  considerable  authority  with  regard 
to  his  own  district,  at  any  rate.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  where  two  or  three  people 
were  gathered  together  there  was  a  school  in 
their  midst,  but  he  said  that  when  there  were 
a  very  few  ohildron  the  Education  Boaxd  was 
prepared  to  pay  capitation-money  if  a  school 
should  be  established  there,  if  the  parents  sup- 
plemented the  funds  guaranteed  by  the  Edu- 
cation Board.  The  result  was  that,  while  they 
were  well  provided  with  scholars,  they  were 
very  badly  provided  with  school-buildings,  and 
this  was  because  Government  would  not  bring 
down  such  a  sum  as  would  place  the  schot^- 
buildings  on  a  proper  footing.  An  eternal 
cry  was  got  up  to  the  eSect  that  the  higher 
education  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich 
only.  There  were  fees  to  be  paid,  of  course, 
and  naturally  it  must  be  admitted  that  those 
who  were  blessed  with  the  greatest  supply  o{ 
worldly  goods  could  not  but  have  better  oppor- 
tunities of  obtaining  for  their  children  a  higher 
education;  but  he  knew  that  the  youths  of 
every  class  of  society  attended  these  schools, 
and  he  believed  himself  that  the  schools  were 
carried  on  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and 
that  excellent  discipline  was  maintained.  Ziet 
them  by  all  means  assist  all  those  children 
that  deserved  assistance.  He  did  not  believe 
in  giving  those  advantages  to  those  childrea 
who  would  not  learn,  but,  where  children  had 
proved  by  their  success  at  primary  schools 
that  they  were  desirous  of  going  on  with 
higher  studies,  he  held  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  afford  them  every  opportunity 
of  BO  doing.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  quoted  Scotlcknd 
and  Germany  to  show  what  had  been  done 
for  the  people  in  those  countries  in  the  way 
of  education.  One  heard  it  jocularly  stated 
that,  if  one  went  to  the  North  Pole,  there 
you  would  be  sure  to  find  a  Scotchman  sit- 
ting. He  occupied  every  position  of  advanta^te. 
Scotchmen  heid  had  for  years  and  years  the 
benefit  of  a  first-rate  education,  and  the  result 
was  that  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  in  all  the 
more  scientific  callings,  Scotchmen  would  be 
found  prominent,  and  that  was  because  they 
had  had  the  advantages  of  a  first-class  edaca- 
tion  in  their  very  earliest  days.    It  had  bean 
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stid  that  the  higher  edaoation  of  ohildren 
would  make  them  dissatisfied  with  trade,  but 
he  thought  that  the  children  would  be  more 
capable  of  entering  into  the  technioal  trades 
if  the  colony  presented  them  with  high-class 
education,  ajad  that,  far  from  being  dtsoon- 
tented,  they  would  take  pride  in  their  work 
and  prove  successful  in  their  enterprises. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  was  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley  had  retired  from  the 
chamber. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— I  am  here. 

Mi.  T.  MACKENZIE  was  glad  he  had  re- 
tamed;  but  he  should  have  heard  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  had  .said  on  the 
question  of  class  education.  The  honourable 
member  stated  that  the  secondary  schools  were 
nsed  as  class  institutions,  and  as  he  then  left 
the  chamber  he  deprived  himself  of  hearing  the 
information  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
had  to  give  the  House.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man read  a  return  which  showed  that  in  the 
secondary  schools  in  Otago  almost  every  class 
of  the  community  was  represented,  and  that 
the  industrial  classes  predominated.  No  doubt 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  made  that 
speech  because  he  thought  the  better  class  of 
the  community  were  in  a  minority,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be  truckled  to;  but  if  the 
better  classes  were  in  a  majority  he  would  have 
submitted  to  them.  The  honourable  member 
took  up  the  same  position  when  ho  discussed 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  women.  He 
declared  that  be  would  not  give  a  servant-girl 
the  franchise  in  this  country.  That  was  the 
Liberalism  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  it 
was  because  at  that  time  he  thought  the  em- 
ployers were  in  a  majority.  Then,  the  honour- 
»ble  member  stated  that  there  were  children  in 
the  secondary  schools  who  could  not  pass  the 
Second  Standard.  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  know  that  that  was  incorrect.  He 
had  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City's  (Sir  R. 
Stout's)  motion,  as  he  thought  this  part  of  the 
colony  ought  to  have  the  advantages  of  univer- 
sity education. 

Mr.  COLLINS  would  not  like  to  say  a 
word  against  the  House  granting  further 
facilities  for  higher  education,  and  he  would 
not  have  troubled  the  House  were  it  not  to 
place  another  view  of  the  education  question 
before  honourable  members,  in  opposition  to 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  rather  mislead- 
ing statement  as  to  the  educational  position 
of  New  Zealand  as  compared  with  Continental 
countries.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
iact  that  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  had  spoken  of  the  edu- 
oationeJ  condition  of  Scotland  and  Qermany, 
And  he  was  somewhat  sorry  that  in  his  plea  for 
the  disposal  of  these  Government  properties 
for  educational  purposes  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  should  have  used  some 
words  which  were  distinctly  in  disparagement 
«f  the  educational  system  of  New  Zealand. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  never  did  anything  of  the 
■ort. 


Mr.  COLLINS  said  there  wa«  no  other 
country  in  the  world  which  had  devoted  so 
much  attention,  and  successfully  so,  to  the 
education  of  the  masses  of  the  people  as  New 
Zealand.  He  thought  it  was  well  that  they 
should  not  lose  sight  of  that  fact.  By  way  of 
converse  to  the  points  brought  out  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  would  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  compared  with  the  education 
of  the  masses  of  either  Scotland  or  Prussia, 
New  Zealand  stood  distinctly  ahead  of  those 
countries.  Those  countries  might  have  paid 
more  attention  to  the  education  of  the  middle 
and  upper  classes,  but  so  far  as  the  masses  were 
concerned  New  Zealand  had  produced  results 
which  placed  it  in  a  position  of  educational 
pre-eminence  amongst  the  countries  of  the 
world.  The  following  showed  the  proportion 
of  those  who  could  not  write,  as  shown  by  the 
number  who  signed  the  marriage-register  with 
a  cross  or  mark :  Prussia,  4-21 ;  Scotland,  6-46; 
England  and  Wales,  9-85;  Holland,  11-18; 
France,  11-50;  Italy,  26'6S;  New  Zealand,  2-52. 
So  that  New  Zealand  stood  wonderfully  ahead 
of  all  the  other  countries  enumerated  so  far 
as  the  education  of  its  masses  wu  concerned. 
He  thought  they  might  advocate  the  claims  of 
higher  education  without  in  any  way  disparag- 
ing our  primary-education  system. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  there  were  occasions  when 
the  theoretical  and  practical  came  into  conflict, 
and  he  thought  this  was  one  of  them.  There 
was  not  the  slightest  doubt  theoretically  that 
higher  education  was  very  desirable,  but  prac- 
tically in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony  it  was  not  always  attainable.  He 
was  not  by  any  means  opposed  to  universities. 
Possibly  he  had  as  high  an  appreciation  of  uni- 
versities and  university  education  and  of  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  them  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) ; 
but  what  he  said  was  this :  They  had  to  con- 
sider ways  and  means.  They  had  already  in 
New  Zealand  two  universities ;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  our  population  they  were  well  supplied 
with  secondary  schools,  colleges,  and  universities. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  whether  universities 
were  desirable  at  all,  but  the  question  resolved 
itself  simply  into  this :  Could  we  really  aSord 
it  ?  It  was  not  so  very  long  ago — in  fact,  it  was 
only  a  few  hours  previously — that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  that  afternoon  had  been 
speaking  in  favour  of  this  university  was  rating 
the  Government  very  severely  in  thatHouse  be- 
cause they  were  voting  £800,000  or  £400,000  for 
roads  and  bridges.  The  individual  who  would 
squander  all  this  money  on  universities  was 
the  same  honourable  member  who  had  de- 
nounced the  Government  for  spending  money 
on  useful  public  works  for  the  settlers  of  the 
colony. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  referring  to  his 
speech  in  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  reference  was 
very  slight,  but  perhaps  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, in  view  of  the  objection  taken,  would  be 
good  enough  to  abstain  from  continuing  in 
that  line. 
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Mr.  HOGG  would  adhere  strictly  to  the 
question  at  issue,  although  he  might  point  out 
this  fact :  that  the  Bill  they  were  now  dealing 
with  was  a  Bill  for  the  sale  of  the  Ministerit^ 
residences,  and  the  honourahle  member,  with 
his  usual  adroitness,  had  twisted  that  Bill  round 
to  introduce  the  question  of  higher  education. 
Why  did  be  interfere  with  the  present  Bill  ? 
Simply  to  introduce  a  great  "  fad "  of  his  in 
reference  to  higher  education.  Universities, 
no  doubt,  were  desirable.  He  would  like  to 
see  one  in  every  town  in  the  colony.  He  would 
like  to  see  one  in  Masterton,  for  one  there 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  children 
of  the  settlers  in  that  district.  He  would  like 
to  see  every  young  man  and  woman  in  the 
colony  with  a  university  education.  He  would 
like  to  see  them  educated  in  such  subjects  as 
algebra,  geology,  Euclid,  and  the  classics.  He 
would  like  to  see  every  man  his  own  lawyer, 
his  own  doctor,  and  his  own  clergyman,  and 
possibly  in  the  great  future  we  should  arrive  at 
a  time  when  we  should  be  able  to  dispense  with 
lawyers  and  doctors  because  every  one  would 
have  a  university  education.  He  thought, 
however,  that  was  travelling  beyond  the  prac- 
tical into  the  theoretiual.  Before  they  tried 
to  attain  the  educational  facilities  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  they  ought  to 
see  that  their  primary-education  system  was 
properly  provided  for.  He  maintained  that  in 
the  present  position  of  the  colony  they  were 
unable  to  devote  the  amount  of  funds  to 
primary  education  that  they  ought  to  do. 
After  primary  schools  had  been  erected  in 
every  district  where  they  were  required,  and 
after  the  children  'of  the  country  settlers,  as 
well  as  the  children  in  our  towns,  had  the 
opportunity  of  gaining  higher  education,  it 
would  he  time  enough  to  talk  about  establish- 
ing further  universities  in  the  larger  centres. 
After  all,  what  did  it  come  to?  It  meant 
this :  If  you  are  going  to  establish  universities 
beyond  the  demands  of  the  people  you  would 
reduce  the  quality  of  those  universities,  for  you 
will  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  staff  neces- 
sary to  give  the  children  the  superior  education 
vhich  they  have  a  right  to  expect  when  they 
enter  those  institutions.  Wellington  had,  per- 
haps, been  sadly  neglected  in  the  past,  and 
it  ought  to  enjoy  a  university  at  the  present 
time ;  but,  inasmuch  as  its  claims  hod  been 
overlooked,  and  universities  and  colleges  had 
been  established  at  Auckland,  Christchuroh, 
and  Dunedin,  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
go  to  any  more  expense  in  that  direction  at 
the  present  time.  They  were  spending  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  on  various  grades  of 
education,  and  the  question  was,  whether  they 
were  going  to  odd  the  additional  straw  whiciri 
would  break  the  camel's  back.  He  maintained 
that  if  the  Government  were  going  to  spend 
any  more  money  on  universities  and  on  higher 
education  they  ought  to  consult  the  opinions 
of  the  people — and  when  he  referred  to  "  the 
people "  he  referred  to  the  opinions  of  the 
masses.  He  did  not  argue  for  a  moment  that 
the  children  of  the  well-to-do  tradesmen  in  our 
cities  should  not  have  the  advantage  of  uni- 


versity education ;  but  he  woold  ask  this  ques- 
tion: What  opportaMfty  had  the  children  of 
the  country  settlers  of  coming  down  to  a  city 
like  Wellington  and  receiving  the  benefit  oif 
university  education  ?  It  would  be  simply  im- 
possible for  the  great  mass  of  the  children  in 
the  Wellington  Provincial  District  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  a  university  education  in  Wel- 
lington City.  The  country  settlers,  vrho  woold 
be  required  to  support  this  university,  were  tfa» 
same  people  who  at  the  present  time  were  sap- 
porting  the  poor  of  Wellington.  Frona  whence 
came  the  money  to  support  the  charitable  in- 
stitutions in  Wellington  ?  Was  it  not  from  the 
Wairarapa?  Not  content  with  a  poor-rate,  t^e 
mover  of  the  amendment  (Sir  R.  Stoat)  wanted 
to  afflict  the  country  settlers  with  an  edncation 
rate.  He  hoped  honourable  members  would 
not  entertain  the  idea  of  carrying  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRISON  thought  the  House  had 
been  treated  very  unkindly  by  the  honoarable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  Ha 
remembered  that  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  intro- 
duced the  Middle  District  University  College 
Bill,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  it  was 
simply  a  machinery  measure,  and  that  he  was 
not  asking  for  an  endowment.  Almost  before 
the  ink  was  dry  on  that  Act  the  honourable 
gentleman  now  came  down  and  asked  for  a 
liberal  endowment  for  that  university.  What 
he  (Mr.  Morrison)  complained  of  was  this : 
That  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  placed 
before  the  House  any  facts  in  connection  with 
the  proposed  university.  The  honoarable 
gentleman  did  not  show  that  there  was  a  de- 
mand for  a  university  in  Wellington ;  he  did 
not  show  how  many  pupils  attended  the  other 
universities.  The  honourable  gentleman  simply 
said,  because  the  other  large  centres  had  uni- 
versity colleges,  Wellington  also  must  have 
one.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  they 
had  got  the  machinery  measure,  and  now  was 
the  opportunity  to  get  a  land-endowment. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  a  proper  position  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  take  up.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  was  very  inge- 
nious in  his  reference  to  the  occupations  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  attending  the  Boys' 
High  School  at  Dunedin,  and  the  honourabl« 
member  tried  to  lead  the  House  to  believe  that 
these  children  were  receiving  secondary  educa- 
tion the  same  as  other  children.  The  children 
whose  fathers  were  blacksmiths,  bricklayers, 
and  contractors  were  children  who  had  passed 
through  all  the  grades  in  the  primary  schools. 
They  were  bright,  intelligent  children  who  had 
gained  scholarships  in  the  primary  schools. 
And  members  must  also  remember  this :  that 
in  Dunedin  every  child  who  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining SO  per  cent,  of  marks  at  the  annaal 
examinations  was  entitled  to  twelve  months' 
free  education  at  the  Otago  high  schools ;  and 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  would  like  to 
lead  the  House  to  believe  that  these  children 
were  there  just  the  same  as  other  children.  He 
did  not  think,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's reference  to  this  matter  we«  of  any  con* 
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siderable  valne.  The  honourable  member  for 
Glutha  said  that  the  boya  attending  the  Boys' 
High  School  helped  to  reduce  the  cost  per  head 

g  Q  of  the  children  attending  that  school. 
'  '  He  did  not  know  whether  that  was  a 
fair  illustration  or  not.  Children  who  could 
only  pass  the  Second  Standard  and  yet  attended 
the  Boys'  High  School  cost  the  colony  from  £8 
to  £10  per  head ;  in  the  primary  schools  they 
cost  £3  las.  per  head  ;  and  he  did  not  see  why 
the  State  should  be  taxed  £6  or  £T  per  bead 
simply  because  the  parents  of  a  child  belonged 
to  a  particular  section  of  the  community  and 
would  like  to  be  able  to  say  he  was  attending  a 
high  school.  The  feeling  in  the  public  mind  was 
that  the  secondary  education  of  tbe  colony  was 
not  doing  what  it  was  intended  to  do.  He  con- 
tended that  no  boy  or  girl  had  a  right  to  be 
admitted  to  a  high  school  nntil  he  or  she  had 
passed  all  the  grades  of  the  primary  school. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  rose  to  explain 'that  it  had 
heen  stated  that  he  had  said  he  did  not  wish 
for  any  endowment  or  moneys  from  the  Crown. 
He  had  never  said  anything  of  the  sort,  and  he 
wonld  refer  honourable  members  to  page  109 
of  Hansard,  No.  12. 

Mr.  BUCHANAK  felt  bound  to  strongly 
combat  the  impression  sought  to  be  created 
by  several  speakers  that  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  endowment  of  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict University  were  careless  of  the  interests 
of  primary  education.  Such  was  not  the  case 
at  all.  He  would  yield  to  no  honourable  mem- 
ber in  his  desire  to  further  primary  education 
in  eveiy  way  possible.  What  surprised  him  most 
'was  what  the  honourable  member  for  West- 
land  had  stated  —  namely,  that  the  children 
of  farmers  would  not  be  able  to  derive  any 
benefit  from  the  establishment  of  a  college  in 
Wellington,  and  that  it  would  practically  be 
at  the  disposal  of  Wellington  residents  only. 
He  demurred  altogether  from  that,  for  every- 
body knew  that  in  Scotland,  for  instance,  the 
Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  QIasgow  were 
actually  token  advantage  of  in  greater  propor- 
tion by  the  sons  of  farmers  and  country  settlers 
than  by  any  other  class  of  the  commvmity. 
They  hod  also  an  example  of  what  was  going 
on  in  Otago  from  the  list  tliat  had  just  been 
read  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce, 
by  which  they  found  that  twenty-one  farmers' 
sons  were  attending  the  high  schools  in  the 
City  of  Dunedin.  Any  honourable  member 
knew  that  when  the  residents  of  the  country 
were  really  desirous  of  obtaining  a  better  edu- 
cation for  their  children  they  could,  and  did, 
arrange  to  do  so  by  sending  them  to  live  with 
their  friends  in  town.  Another  important 
point,  to  which  no  reference  had  yet  been 
made,  was  that  of  late  years  the  greater 
part  of  the  increase  in  the  population  of  New 
Zealand  had  been  in  tbe  middle  district.  The 
lost  census  showed  clearly  that  one-half,  or 
nearly  one-half,  of  the  total  increase  was  in 
tbe  Wellington  and  Taranaki  Provincial  Dis- 
tricts. No  argument  was  therefore  necessary 
from  him  to  show  the  House  the  necessity 
for  providing  educational  facilities  in  those 
distnots,  which  should  be  on  a  level  with  those 


in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  The  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  had  represented  that,  if 
they  increased  the  cost  of  education  through- 
out the  colony  by  such  an  endowment  as 
this,  it  might  be  the  last  straw  to  break  the 
camel's  back.  Could  absurdity  any  further 
go  than  to  hint  at  the  possibility  that  this 
trifling  endowment — on  endowment  that  the 
colony  could  not  feel  at  all  —  would  be  the 
last  straw  to  break  the  colony's  back'/  When 
silly  arguments  such  as  these  were  found  neces- 
sary by  any  honourable  member,  it  was  not- 
worth  his  while,  or  that  of  any  other  honour- 
able gentleman,  to  get  up  and  refute  them. 
He  did  not  propose  to  make  any  further  re- 
marks upon  the  question.  All  he  would  ask  of 
honourable  members  from  other  ports  of  the 
colony  was  to  give  the  Wellington  middle  dis- 
trict the  same  justice  that  the  members  repre- 
senting tbe  middle  district  hod  always,  he 
thought,  been  willing  to  give  them — namely,  a 
fair  share  of  the  public  funds,  which  by  right 
should  be  at  the  disposal  of  all  parts  of  the 
colony  for  secondary  education.  In  these 
modem  times,  more  than  had  ever  been  the 
case  before  in  the  world's  history,  a  liberal 
education  had  become  an  absolute  necessity  it 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  were  to  hold  their 
own  in  the  race  of  life.  Otherwise  they  would 
find  that  all  the  prizes  in  every  walk  of  life 
amongst  us  would  be  appropriated  by  people 
coining  from  outside,  though  of  right  they, 
should  belong  to  future  generations  of  New-Zea- 
landers.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Premier  would 
not  oppose  tlie  amendment  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLAR  did  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  discussing  the  question  of 
university  education.  He  intended  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  on  the  ground, 
first,  thot  they  had  no  right  to  sell  any  of  this 
land  at  oil.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly 
inconsistent  with  the  view  that  the  State 
should  be  the  sole  landowner  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  support  that  policy  and  yet  ask 
for  the  sale  of  this  land.  His  second  ground 
was  that  he  was  a  supporter  of  free  education 
— university  and  all  other.  He,  for  one,  did 
not  see  svhy  they  should  alienate  land  from  the 
Crown,  for  the  more  land  they  sold  the  less 
they  would  have  for  higher  education.  He 
would  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  35. 
Buddo  Harris  Parata 

Buick  Houston  Pinkerton 

Codman  Hutchison,  W.  Pirani 

Carncross  Kelly,  J.  W.       Reeves 

Cornell  Lawry  Saunders 

Carroll  Maslin  Seddon 

Collins  McGowan  Tanner 

Flatman  McKenzie,  J.     Thompson 

Oraham  McKenzie,  R.    Ward. 

Guinness  McLachlan  Tellers. 

Hall  Mills  Hogg 

Hall-Jones         Morrison  Meredith. 
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Noxs,  22. 
Allen  Maasey  Smith,  Q.  J. 

Button  McNab  Steward 

Crowther  Millar  Stout 

Eamshaw  Mltchelson        Te  Ao. 

Fraser  Jlontgomery 

Heke  Kewman  Tellers. 

Lang  Bussell,  W.  B.  Bell 

Mackenzie,  T.    Smith,  E.  M.     Buchanan. 
Paibs. 
For.  AgainsL 

Joyce  EutchiBon,  G. 

Kelly,  W.  Duthie 

Mackintosh.  Qreen. 

Majority  for,  13. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  do  pass." 

Ayxb,  S6. 
Buddo  Hogg  Parata 

Cadman  Houston  Pirani 

Camcross  Hutchison,  W.  Saunders 

Carnell  Kelly,  J.  W.       Seddon 

Carroll  Lawty  Smith,  E.  M. 

€ollin8  McGowan  Steward 

Crowther  McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 

Flatman  McKenzie,  B.    Thompson 

Graham  McLachlan        Ward. 

Guinness  Meredith  Tellers. 

Hall  Mills  Morrison 

Hall-Jones        Montgomery      Finkerton. 
Harris 

Nobs,  19. 


Buick                Maslin 

Smith,  a.  J 

Button              MoNab 

Stout 

Earnshaw          Millar 

TeAo. 

Fraser               Mitchelson 

Heke                 Newman 

TelUrs. 

Ijang                  Pere 

Allen 

Mackenzie,  T.    Russell,  W. 

B.  Buchanan. 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Joyce 

Hutchison,  G. 

Kelly,  W. 

Duthie 

Mackintosh. 

Green. 

Majority  foi 

,17. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PRIVILEGES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.    Seddon   brought  up   the  report  of  a 
Conference  on  several  Bills.      [See  proceedings 
of  Legislative  Council,  pages  760,  761.] 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 
„  gQ  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  a 
■  Conference  with  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil on  the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  asked  for;  and  the  following 
were  appointed  Managers  for  the  Conference : 
Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Collins,  and  the  mover. 

LAND  FOB  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  McKENZlE,  the 
result  of  the  Conference  with  the  Legislative 
Council  on  this  Bill  was  agreed  to. 


NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 
*  Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  result  of  the 
Conference   with    the   Legislative  Cooncil   an 
this  Bill  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL  explained  that  it  was  understood 
that  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  ilanagers  for 
the  House  on  the  qaestion  of  privilege  only, 
and  he  wished  to  say  that  he  took  no  part  in 
the  discussion  as  to  whether  the  House  should, 
insist  against  accepting  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council.  He,  of  course, 
agreed,  as  one  of  the  Managers  for  the  House, 
with  the  report,  but  he  desired  to  absolve  him- 
self from  being  personally  a  party  to  the  agree- 
ment by  which  an  amendment  was  to  be  made 
by  Governor's  message. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  as  one  of  the  MsixiagezB 
appointed  by  the  House,  might  say  that  what 
the  honourable  member  stated  was  absolutelj 
correct.  On  the  question  of  policy,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  he  held  diSerent 
views  from  those  of  the  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  were  conducting  the  Conference. 
Still,  it  was  on  the  question  of  privilege  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  particularly  sent  to 
assist  in  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the 
House.  He  must  acknowledge  the  great  ability 
and  assistance  rendered  by  the  honounble 
gentleman  in  that  resjpeot,  emd  he  wished  to 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
responsible  for  the  questions  of  policy  which 
the  Government  adopted. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  the  result  of 
the  Conference  with  the  Legislative  Council  on 
this  Bill  was  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  most  material  point  of 
alteration  in  this  Bill  was  the  limitation  of  the 
amount  for  which  a  loan  was  to  be  advanced. 
The  maximum  in  the  Bill  as  it  passed  throng 
the  House  was  £5,000.  The  Council  decided 
in  the  first  instance  to  reduce  that  to  £1,000, 
but,  as  a  result  of  the  Conference,  it  was 
agreed  that  £2,.500  should  be  inserted  in  lien  of 
the  former  amount,  and  this  had  been  agreed 
to.  The  Council  had  reduced  the  amount  for 
which  advances  were  to  be  made  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  value  of  the  security  in  freehold 
to  one-half,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  Conference, 
they  had  agreed  that  "  three-fifths  "  should  be 
inserted  instead  of  '*<  two-thirds  "  in  the  case 
of  freeholds.  In  the  Bill  as  sent  up  to  the 
Upper  House,  urban  and  suburban  lands  were 
included,  but  the  Council  had  struck  this  out. 
The  Managers  for  the  House  endeavoured  to 
have  these  lands  restored,  but  were  unable  to 
do  so,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  Conference,  they 
had  agreed  to  eliminate  urban  and  suburban 
lands;  and  they  hid  also  agreed  that  the  provi- 
sions for  land-bonds  should  be  struck  out  of  the 
Bill.  These  were  the  material  amendments, 
and  he  moved,  That  thev  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  surprised  that 
there  had  been  no  voice  raised  in  the  Hooaa 
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ooDoeming  the  ooadaot  of  their  Manageis  on 
the  qaeEtion  of  privilege.  When  this  question 
was  nrst  introduced  Mr.  Speaker  made  a  very 
excellent  speech,  in  which  he  pointed  out  that 
a  clear  infringement  of  their  privileges  had 
occurred. 

An  Hon.  Member, — You  have  not  heard  the 
report. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  had  heard  the 
report,  and  the  report  said  the  question  of  pri- 
vilege had  not  been  touched  upon.  He  had 
understood  Mr.  Speaker  to  say  that  a  clear 
infringement  of  the  House's  privileges  had  oc- 
curred, and  there  was  great  applause  when  he 
stated  they  ought  to  maintain  their  privileges ; 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  House 
to  do  so,  and  to  object  to  these  amendments 
on  the  ground  of  privilege.  They  appointed 
Managers,  and  it  was  thought  at  that  time  that 
the  main  point  that  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  was  the  very  difficult  question  surround- 
ing the  whole  law  of  privilege.  What  had  been 
the  result  7  The  result  had  been  that  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  had  not  been  dealt  with  at  all 
by  the  Conference.  There  was  nothing  to  show 
that  their  Managers  bad  even  claimed  that  it 
was  the  sole  right  of  the  Lower  House  to  deal 
with  public  expenditure.  The  report  showed 
that  this  had  been  left  over ;  but  it  had  not 
been  left  over  for  decision  by  the  Law  Advisers 
in  England.  What  had  been  done  was  that  the 
main  amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council 
bad  been  agreed  to.  But  he  maintained  that 
the  right  course  for  the  Managers  of  the  House, 
if  they  agreed  with  the  Managers  of  the 
Council,  was  not  to  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Council,  but  to  say  that  if  they  would 
withdraw  those  amendments  the  Government 
would  send  them  down  by  Governor's  message 
in  the  form  agreed  to  by  the  Conference.  As  it 
was,  the  House  had  recognised  that  the  Council 
had  some  right  to  make  the  amendments,  and 
he  stated  clearly  that  the  position  its  Managers 
took  up  was  that  there  was  a  recognised  right 
on  the  port  of  the  Council  to  make  amend- 
ments. He  understood  that  the  House  had 
placed  gentlemen  of  high  legal  attainments  on 
the  Committee  as  Managers  in  order  that  they 
might  be  in  a  position  to  consider  whether 
or  not  the  amendments  might  be  made,  and 
whether  the  privileges  of  the  House  were  to  be 
maintained,  and  to  do  their  best  to  prevent  the 
Upper  House  from  insisting  on  the  principle  it 
had  acted  on.  The  result  had  been  that  the 
Upper  House  had  made  amendments  and  those 
amendments  had  been  agreed  to.  In  former 
cases — in  1871,  when  the  Payments  to  Provinces 
Act  case  was  under  consideration,  and  in  1881 
in  connection  with  the  Pensions  Act,  and  in 
other  cases — the  Upper  House  had  withdrawn 
their  amendments  and  these  were  sent  down 
by  Governor's  message.  Now  the  House  had 
agreed  to  insert  the  Council's  amendments,  and 
had  raised  no  protest  against  their  making 
amendments ;  and  ho  said  the  result  of  the 
Conference  had  been  that  the  privileges  of  the 
House  had  been  put  in  a  worse  position  than 
they  were  in  before.  They  stood  now  in  a  most 
peculiar  and  anomalous  position.     The  Con- 


stitution Act  did  not  define  the  privileges  'of 
the  liOwer  House  in  relation  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  the  Parliamentary  PrivUeges. 
Act  of  1865  made  it  worse  by  saying  that 
both  Houses  had  the  same  privileges  as  the- 
House  of  Commons.  In  other  cases  of  dispute 
between  the  two  Houses  which  had  been  de- 
cided the  Upper  House  had  got  the  worst  of 
it.  In  one  case  that  was  referred  Home,  Lord 
Coleridge  decided  ageiinst  the  Upper  House ; 
and  in  1882,  in  the  case  of  the  Pensions  Bill, 
which  was  sent  Home  to  the  great  authority  on 
parliamentary  law.  Sir  Erskine  May,  he  de- 
cided against  the  Upper  House,  but  ho  did  not 
decide  what  were  the  privileges  as  between  the 
Lower  House  and  the  Legislative  Council  at 
all.  This  had  never  been  decided,  and  they 
were  now  in  the  same  position,  or  perhaps  in 
a  worse  position  than  they  were  in  before.  He 
maintained  that  the  duty  of  the  Managers  waa 
to  have  stood  by  the  privileges  of  the  Lower 
House.  He  was  sorry  they  had  not  done  so,  for 
they  had  lost  an  opportunity  of  determining 
once  and  for  all  the  whole  parliamentary  law 
on  the  subject.  He  thought  the  least  they 
might  have  done  was  to  have  referred  the  ques- 
tion Home,  as  was  done  in  1882,  for  decision  by 
the  Home  authorities,  so  that  they  might  know 
exactly  for  the  future  what  their  position  was. 
Every  year  that  they  agreed  to  amendments 
such  as  these  made  by  the  Upper  House  they 
lost  ground  with  regard  to  privileges  on  money 
Bills.  Leaving  the  question  of  privilege,  he- 
would  say  a  word  on  the  amendments  in  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  at  length 
agreed  to  the  amendments  which  he  and 
other  honourable  members  advocated  when  the 
Bill  was  before  the  House.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  had  voted  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  did  so  believing  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  was  a  good  one,  but,  as  their  eSorts- 
to  make  the  Bill  a  safe  measure  in  Committee 
had  been  unsuccessful,  ho  had  voted  against 
the  third  reading,  because  he  thought,  how- 
ever good  the  principle  of  the  Bill  might 
be,  it  was  not  in  a  safe  and  workable  form. 
He  was  therefore  very  glad  to  see  that  the 
Legislative  Council  had  made  very  important 
amendments  in  the  Bill,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that,  whatever  the  Ministry  or  the  House 
might  think,  there  was  no  doubt  the  country 
would  agree  with  every  one  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Legislative  Council.  These  were  the 
amendments :  They  had  reduced  the  amount  to 
be  lent  in  each  loan  from  £5,000  to  £2,500. 
Many  honourable  members  thought  that  was  a 
wise  amendment  to  make.  Then,  the  Upper 
House  had  taken  away  the  power  to  lend  money 
on  town  lands.  Both  these  amendments  were 
insisted  on  by  many  honourable  members  in 
the  House.  Then,  the  amendment  reducing 
the  amount  of  the  advance  from  two-thirds  to 
three-fifths,  and  the  amendment  doing  away 
with  the  land-bonds — these  amendments  were 
all  proposed  in  the  Lower  House ;  and  he  did 
not  think  it  was  fair  to  the  Lower  House  to 
refuse  the  same  amendments  to  them  and 
afterwards  accept  them  from  the  IJegislative 
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0>uncil.  He  was,  however,  glad  that  these 
amendments  had  been  at  last  brought  in,  but 
he  was  sorry  they  had  not  gone  a  little  further 
in  reducing  the  total  amount  of  money  to  be 
lent,  as  he  bad  himself  proposed.  If  these 
amendments  had  been  carried  in  the  Lower 
House  in  Committee  he  would  have  voted  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  next  time  they  had  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  before  them  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  accept  reasonable  amendments,  espe- 
cially when  they  came  from  his  own  side,  and 
were  moved  with  the  object  of  making  the  Bill 
«  safe  and  a  workable  one. 

Mr.  BELHi  said  the  position  stated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  no  doubt  a  correct 
■one.  The  position  which  the  Managers  for 
the  House  took  up  at  the  Conference  with  the 
Managers  for  the  Legislative  Council  was  to 
maintain  the  privileges  of  the  House,  but  they 
were  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement.  They 
insisted  on  their  privileges,  and  refused  to  abate 
them  one  jot ;  and  the  Managers  for  the  Legis- 
lative Council  also  stood  firm,  and  refused  to 
-accept  the  position  taken  up  by  the  House. 
The  question  then  arose  whether  there  was 
to  be  a  deadlock,  or  whether  the  Govern- 
ment legislation  was  to  pass  this  session.  If 
the  Government  desired  that  the  legislation 
passed  by  the  House  this  session  should  be- 
come  law,  then  it  was  necessary  to  meet  the 
Legislative  Council  upon  the  question  of  the 
merits  of  the  amendments.  Upon  that  ques- 
tion he  (Mr.  Bell)  did  not  take  any  part.  They 
did  not  waive  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
as  Mr.  Speaker  would  agree,  but  they  con- 
sidered tbat  it  was  time  the  privileges  of  the 
House  should  be  determined  once  and  for  all, 
and  they  were  prepared  to  leave  the  question  to 
t>e  decided  by  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. That  was  the  course  adopted  in  Queens- 
land. He  would  do  the  Premier  the  justice 
to  say  that  not  untU  it  was  decided  that  there 
«ould  not  be  an  agreement  as  to  the  privileges 
of  both  Houses  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
consent  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
ments, though  at  a  later  stage  the  question  arose 
as  to  whether  such  a  decision  should  be  final  if 
«ither  House  decided  to  submit  the  question  to 
a  higher  tribunal.  As  it  was  then  too  late  to 
suggest  how  a  decision  as  to  the  privileges  of 
both  Houses  should  be  obtained,  the  Conference 
proceeded  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
ments. The  Managers  for  the  House  insisted 
that  there  should  be  a  distinct  understanding 
that  the  present  proceedings  were  not  to  esta- 
blish any  precedent,  and  that  the  privileges  of 
the  House  were  maintained.  The  House  would 
see  that  the  only  course  open  to  the  Managers 
was  either  to  say  to  the  Legislative  Council 
that  they  were  prepared  to  abandon  the  Bills, 
or  to  say,  "  We  will  submit  the  question  of  pri- 
Tileges  to  some  higher  tribunal,  and  for  this 
session  only  will  we  allow  this  course  to  be 
taken."  The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
bas  suggested  that  they  might  have  adopted  the 
-device  of  the  Governor's  message.  Well,  he 
would  be  no  party  to  that.  It  appeared  from 
the  Constitution  Aot  that  the  Governor  had 
Mr,  Montgomery 


power  to  suggest  amendments  to  make  legis- 
lation clear,  out  he  protested  against  an  as- 
sumption by  the  Grown  of  power  to  interfere 
by  amendment  in  a  statute  of  a  character  tbat 
would  alter  a  policy  measure.  That  being  so, 
it  would  be  the  far  more  open  and  straight- 
forward course  for  the  House  to  say,  "  We  our- 
selves are  the  guardians  of  our  privilegeii,  and 
nobody  else  shall  interfere.  We  waive  none  of 
our  privileges,  and  we  maintain  our  rights,  bat 
in  order  that  the  legislation  of  this  session  may 
be  safe  we  will  accept  the  amendments  so  far 
as  we  can."  That  was  the  course  the  Managers 
took,  and  in  his  opinion,  and,  he  trusted,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  many  constitutional  precedents 
which  were  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  did  not  intend  to  diacnss  the 
question  of  privileges  on  these  various  Bilk. 
So  far  as  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  was 
concerned,  the  House  could  claim  its  privileges 
in  respect  to  clause  39,  because  an  almost  iden- 
tical case  with  this  arose  in  1S88,  in  connection 
with  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Aot  of  that  year. 
Both  Lord  Chancellor  Halsbury  and  Lord  Ash- 
bourne held  that  the  Lords  had  no  power  to 
alter  a  clause  which  was  the  converse  of  this. 
Clause  3U  allowed  new  claims  to  come  under 
the  Bill,  while  the  proposed  amendment  in  the 
House  of  Lords  was  to  exclude  new  claims. 
It  seemed  to  liim  that  in  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  the  privileges 
of  the  House  had  been  interfered  with.  With 
regard  to  the  argument  of  his  colleague  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell),  that  this  matter  should  not  have  been 
settled  by  Governor's  message,  but  ought  to 
be  settled  by  the  House  maintaining  its  privi- 
leges  

Mr.  BELL  wished  to  explain  that  the  reason 
he  rose  to  speak  when  the  Consols  Bill  was  ns 
ferred  to  was  to  explain  that,  though  ho  signed 
the  report,  he  did  not  agree  to  that  particular 
course.  The  honourable  gentleman  evidently 
did  not  hear  him. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  not  going 
to  argue  that  point.  He  was  going  to 
speak  on  the  merits  of  the  settlement  tweeting 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  They  had  in 
the  Bill,  instead  of  accepting  one-fasJf  as  tbe 
limit  of  advance  as  the  Council  suggested, 
adopted  three-fifths.  He  might  also  point  ont 
that  the  proportion  of  three-fifths  was  to  seUIe 
the  licensing  question,  and  a  limit  to  three- 
fifths  was  to  settle  the  advances-to-settlers 
question.  It  was  a  hles-sed  word,  like  the 
word  "  Mesopotamia  "  of  old ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  would  settle  the  matter  at  all.  What 
he  rose  more  to  object  to  was  this :  Urban 
and  suburban  lands  hod  been  left  out  of  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  think  the  Managers  for 
the  House  should  have  given  way  on  that 
point.  He  thought,  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  a 
real  Bill,  and  was  to  give  advances  to  settlen, 
settlers  in  towns  and  suburbs  had  as  mnch 
right  to  got  assistance  as  settlers  in  the 
country  districts,  and  he  could  not  understand 
why  the  Council's  amendment  with  regard  to 
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that  point  sbould  have  been  agreed  to.  He 
ytaa  not  going  to  deal  with  the  wider  question 
oi  whether  or  not  the  privileges  of  the  House 
bad  been  invaded  in  some  of  these  Bills.  To 
do  that  would  require  more  than  the  half-hour 
limit  which  the  House  had  unwisely  put  on 
honourable  members,  because  it  would  necea- 
aibate  his  referring  to  some  long  extracts  from 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  CSommons,  the 
English  Hansard,  and  several  textbooks.  He 
would  only  say  this :  that  he  for  one  would 
vote  against  this  agreement  as  affecting  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  He  thought  it  was 
utterly  wrong.  He  thought  it  was  indefen- 
sible, and  it  was  contrary  to  what  was  stated 
in  the  House.  Honourable  members  heard  it 
stated  in  the  House  that  this  was  not  to  be 
a  class  Bill ;  but  if  it  were  accepted  as  it  now 
stood  agreed  to  by  the  Managers  for  the 
House  it  would  be  a  class  Bill.  It  did  not  give 
any  aid  to  small  settlers  in  towns — that  was, 
to  the  artisan  class.  They  were  practically 
excluded  from  its  operation.  Nor  did  it  give 
any  aid  to  gardeners  or  any  others  living  in 
the  suburbs,  who  were  just  as  much  entitled  to 
such  aid  as  what  might  be  termed  settlers  or 
farmers.  Therefore  he  would  vote  against  the 
agreement  to  this  compromise.  As  to  the  Con- 
sols Bill,  he  would  not  say  anything  about 
that,  because  he  did  not  regard  the  point  as 
being  very  material.  As  to  the  Harbours  Bill, 
be  thought  the  Council  was  within  its  right  to 
reject  that  clause — that  was,  assuming  the 
Council  might  reject  a  taxing  clause.  There- 
fore he  would  not  say  anything  more  about 
that.  But,  as  to  the  last  Bill,  he  would  repeat 
that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  amendment  ex- 
cluding urban  and  suburban  lands,  and  would 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  refer  honourable  mem- 
bers ti>  the  section  in  respect  to  which  it  had 
been  contended  that  the  rights  of  the  House 
had  been  given  up — namely,  section  89  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  In  that  section 
honourable  members  would  find  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"■The  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  1892,'  is 
hereby  repealed ;  but  all  directions  of  the  Go- 
vernor to  the  Board  shall  be  deemed  to  be  made 
under  this  Act,  and  may  be  proceeded  with 
under  this  Act,  and  all  proceedings  or  other 
matters  begun  or  undertaken  under  that  Act 
may  be  continued  and  perfected  under  this 
Act." 

Under  that  it  was  merely  machinery,  and 
being  simply  machinery  it  did  not  aSect  at  all 
■vitally  the  privileges  of  the  House.  After  care- 
fully going  into  the  matter,  the  Government, 
as  leading  the  House,  advised  that  the  House 
should  concede  the  power  to  the  Council  to 
amend  that  clause.  That  having  been  con- 
ceded, and  acting  under  advice,  and  having 
carefully  considered  the  matter,  the  House 
Accepted  the  responsibility. 

SirR.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Yes ;  because  the  House 
Agreed  to  the  amendment  made  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  be  thought  Mr.  Speaiker 
Agreed,  so  fat  as  that  clause  was  ooncetned, 


that  the  privileges  of  the  House  were  not  at  all 
invaded.  That  being  the  case,  the  Managers 
were  limited  to  the  other  clauses  which  were  ob- 
jected to.  The  House,  of  course,  supported  the 
Speaker,  and  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
Speaker  would  be  the  last  man  in  that  House, 
and  the  last  znan  in  the  colony,  to  allow  the 
privileges  of  the  House  or  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  be  taken  from  them,  and  with  his 
experience  and,  as  honourable  members  knew, 
with  the  great  care  with  which  he  watched  the 
rights  of  the  people,  honourable  members  felt 
they  were  safe  in  the  course  which  was  then 
followed,  because  there  was  a  difference  between 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout),  Mr.  Speaker,  and  himself  upon 
that  point.  However,  that  being  conceded, 
the  honourable  member  was  consistent  in  still 
maintaining  his  position.  At  the  same  time, 
that  point  was  not  before  the  Conference,  so 
that  he  thought  the  House  sbould  now  simply 
deal  with  the  question  as  it  was  before  the 
Conference,  and  with  the  attitude  of  the  Man- 
agers for  the  House  on  the  matters  which  were 
before  the  Conference,  including  the  question 
of  upholding  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Commg  to  the  question  of  privilege  first,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  had  told  the  House  what  had  taken  place 
— namely,  that,  after  the  question  of  privi- 
lege had  been  argued,  and  when  authorities 
had  been  quoted, — which  authorities,  he  main- 
tained, supported  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
House  and  by  Mr.  Speaker  in  respect  to  the 
question  of  privilege, — still,  the  Managers  on 
behalf  of  the  House  found  that  there  was  no 
chance  whatever  of  the  Managers  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  agreeing  that  the  Council  was 
wrong  in  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  amend- 
ments made.  The  next  question  which  arose 
was,  whether  or  not  they  should  go  back  to  the 
House  and  tell  the  House  that  a  deadlock 
had  occurred,  that  the  whole  of  the  legislation 
should  be  set  aside,  and  that  the  people  should 
be  deprived  of  the  advantages  which  the  pro- 
posed legislation  would  give  to  them ;  or 
whether,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Managers  of 
each  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  retain, 
as  it  were,  their  relative  position,  and  not  con- 
cede one  jot,  and,  holding  that  position,  still 
go  into  the  question  of  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments.  The  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  could  not  have  been  in  the  House 
when  the  report  was  read.  The  first  para- 
graph of  the  report  stated,-^ 

"  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  conduct  the  Conference 
upon  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  the  New 
Zealand  Consols  Bill,  the  Harbours  Bill,  and 
the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  they  met  the 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
The  Managers  of  the  Council  and  the  House 
have  to  report  that  they  have  been  unable  to 
agree  as  to  the  privilege  claimed  by  the 
House.  Considering  the  late  period  of  the 
session,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  position,  it 
was  agreed  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the 
severu  Bills  on  their  merits.    This  proceeding 
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shall  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  or  held  to 
be  a  waiver  of  the  privilegea  claimed  by  the 
House." 

He  thought,  with  this  proviso,  the  rights 
of  the  people  had  been  in  no  way  jeopar- 
dized. He  would  be  the  last  to  give  way  one 
jot  on  this  question,  or  to  give  away  rights 
which  had  cost  them  so  much  to  obtain  for  the 
people.  Every  care  was  taken  ;  but  seeing  that 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  giving  to  the  people 
the  advantage  of  this  legislation — which  they 
were  entitled  to  —  they  did  not  consider  the 
question  of  holding  over  Che  privilege  phase  of 
the  question  to  be  an  insuperable  difficulty. 
It  would,  he  believed,  have  l>een  acting  accord- 
ing to  precedent  which  they  had  before  them 
as  having  occurred  elsewhere,  but  it  would 
have  been,  to  his  mind,  a  very  reprehensible 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Managers  for  the 
House,  had  they  talceu  up  that  position.  He 
might  go  further  in  this  respect  and  say  that, 
had  what  was  first  suggested  occurred, — had 
tiiey  referred  this  question  of  privilege  to  the 
Judicial  Committee, — it  might  have  been  con- 
tended that  the  proposed  legislation  was  novel 
in  its  character ;  it  might  have  been  held  that 
Home  precedents  did  not  meet  the  case. 
He  claimed  for  the  members  of  that  House, 
and  for  the  people  they  represented,  that 
they  had  their  rights,  and  they  must  claim 
those  rights.  The  circumstances,  as  far  as  the 
Old  World  was  concerned,  were  in  many  in- 
stances not  in  point.  The  matter  was  still 
left  open.  If  be  might  have  been  allowed  to 
advise,  he  would  have  said  that  at  the  present 
time,  just  at  the  end  of  the  session,  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  enter  into  a  course  which  he 
would  indicate.  He  believed  the  time  now 
had  come  when  they  were  perfectly  justified  in 
laying  down  definitely,  for  the  guidance  of  those 
who  might  occupy  those  benches  hereafter  as 
representatives  of  the  people,  what  were  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  what 
were  the  rights  of  those  who  were  nominated 
to  positions  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  will  have  to  do  that  by 
Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  admitted  that  would  be  neces- 
sary, and  he  believed  that  was  the  course  they 
must  follow.  When  we  compared  our  position 
and  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  these 
cases  with  the  precedents  which  were  esta- 
blished in  the  Old  Country  they  were  somewhat 
different.  He  gave  great  credit  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell). 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  toolc  very 
little  time,  the  cases  selected  were  analogous, 
and  were  almost  unanswerable,  in  supporting 
the  position  talcen  up  by  Mr.  Speaker  and  by 
the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  House,  notwith- 
standing that  there  was  some  difference,  and 
the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council  were  not 
slow  in  taking  advantage  of  the  differences. 
Two  questions  raised  —  which  had  not  been 
settled,  but  which  ought  to  be  settled— were 
with  regard  to  the  power  of  the  Council  to  deal 
with  a  clause  in  a  Bill  in  the  position  of  a 
money  clause,  without  dealing  with  the  whole 
Bill — that  the  Council  should  have  a  right  to 
Mr.  Seddon 


strike  that  clause  out  and  allow  the  rest  of 
the  Bill  to  remain.  That  was  a  power  that  the 
Managers  for  the  House  had  not  conceded, 
but  their  position  had  lieen  clearly  maintained 
by  them.  At  the  same  time,  authorities  had 
been  quoted  by  the  Managers  for  the  Council 
that  threw  very  great  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
Managers  for  the  House  were  right.  This  wu 
a  matter  that  ought  to  be  set  at  rest  — it 
applied  to  some  of  the  amendments  made,  and 
to  some  of  the  Bills  now  under  consideration, 
— as  to  whether  or  not  the  Council  ooold  not 
amend  machinery  clauses,  having  thrown  oat 
the  particular  money  clause  of  the  Bill.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the  Managers  for  the 
House  had  conceded  nothing.  So  far  as  their 
privileges  were  concerned,  they  had  left  them 
intact.  He  was  therefore  somewhat  pained  to 
hear  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere,  which  might  lead  the  Honce  to 
infer  that  they  had  not  jealously  guarded  the 
rights  of  the  House.  Had  the  honourable 
gentleman  carefully  weighed  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  the  report,  where  it  was  said  this 
was  not  to  be  taken  as  a  precedent?  They 
had  waived  none  of  the  rights  or  privileges 
claimed  by  the  House,  and  it  was  not  for  the 
honourable  member  to  say  that  the  Managers 
for  the  House  had  not  carefully  conserved  iti 
rights  and  privileges.  He  thought  he  might 
reasonably  contend  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  allowed  his  feelings  to  outweigh  his 
better  judgment.  His  sympathies  were  with  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  with  every  amendment 
made  by  the  Council,  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  told  the  House  so.  What  were  fail 
words?  He  had  said,  "  The  amendments  msd* 
by  the  Legislative  Council  are  beneficial."  Was 
this  guarding  the  privileges  of  the  members  of 
the  House  ?  To  whom  were  they  to  look  for 
their  conservation  ?  He  felt  he  was  right  in 
saying  that  the  minority  in  this  House  were 
represented  in  another  place,  and  that  when 
the  majority's  views  had  been  conceded  in 
another  place  they  were  upbraiding  themselves 
and  those  who  hcul  been  managing  the  aSaiis 
of  this  Conference  in  the  interests  of  member) 
of  the  House.  As  to  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere,  he  could  only  say  he  would  pat 
his  conduct  in  juxtaposition  to  that  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Ur. 
Bell),  who  had  been  against  the  Government 
on  every  line  of  policy  in  these  measures,  bat 
who,  when  it  came  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
upheld  the  privileges  of  the  House.  Thst 
honourable  member  was  there,  and  did  his  duty, 
and  did  it  well :  when  it  came  to  a  question 
of  policy,  as  stated  to  the  House,  he  withdrew, 
but  even  then  the  report  submitted  to  the 
House  bore  his  signature.  This  was  a  proper 
position  to  take  up  when  dealing  with  qnea- 
tions  of  such  magnitude  as  were  involved  in 
the  matter  now  before  them.  The  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  said  that  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  only  come  down  in  the  House 
as  he  had  had  to  come  down  at  the  Conference 
in  all  probability  there  would  have  been  do 
necessity  for  a  Conference  at  all. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.  — "  Hear,  hear,"  said  the 
honourable  member.  Did  not  that  prove  very 
clearly  and  conclasively  what  he  had  said — that 
the  minority  in  the  House  had  a  majority  in 
the  Council,  and  that  even  when  a  question 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  was  mvolved 
they  lent  their  support  to  the  Council  ?  There 
'was  no  doubt  about  it.  He  spoke  plainly,  and 
aaid  they  did  give  that  support,  and  probably  if 
that  support  had  not  been  given  there  would 
have  been  no  need  for  a  Conference,  no  neces- 
sity for  the  appointment  of  Managers,  but  they 
would  have  given  the  people  much  more  perfect 
measures  than  would  be  given  when  these  Bills 
became  law.  That  was  his  contention.  The 
question  had  been  raised  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
vances to  be  made  upon  urban  and  suburban 
lands.  He  at  once  admitted  that  the  Bill  as  it 
was  sent  to  the  Council  with  a  limit  of  5  per 
oent.  as  regarded  urban  and  suburban  lands 
was  a  measure  which  should  have  been  passed, 
and  that  the  people  in  the  towns  should  have 
had  the  advantage  of  cheap  money  equally  with 
those  who  were  settlers  in  the  country.  That 
was  his  contention  at  the  time  the  Bill  was  first 
introduced,  and  he  had  not  departed  from  it. 
Even  in  giving  way  now  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  this  Act  on  the  statute-book,  they  were 
oonoedin|;  nothing.  He  believed  it  was  a  blot 
apon  their  legislation  to  make  this  distinction, 
bat  they  knew  that  what  led  to  that  was  the 
fact  that  when  the  Bill  was  passing  through 
the  House  the  advancing  on  urban  and  sub- 
urban land  was  only  carried  by  a  very  narrow 
majority.  Knowing  that  to  be  the  case,  and 
taking  advantage  of  that,  the  members  in 
another  place  were  probably  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion they  arrived  at  when  they  insisted  on 
striking  out  urban  and  suburban  lands.  Those 
membei;?  of  the  House,  therefore,  who  voted 
on  that  occasion  against  the  Oovernmeut  and 
•gainst  the  Bill  were  responsible  for  the  pre- 
sent situation  in  respect  to  this  question,  and 
that  responsibility  must  devolve  upon  them, 
just  as  the  responsibility  would  devolve  upon 
those  who,  rightly  in  his  opinion,  voted  against 
advances  being  made  on  mining  property,  on 
machinery,  or  to  manufacturers.  He  thought 
they  were  quite  right  in  rejecting  that,  and 
he  thought  those  who  moved  in  that  direction 
only  did  it  to  help  to  kill  the  Bill  in  another 
place.  They  had  gone  on  until  it  came  to  the 
stage  which  he  had  described ;  and  the  question 
was.  Were  the  people  of  this  country,  who  had 
been  labouring  under  difficulties  for  years,  and 
who  had  had  to  pay  enormous  rates  of  interest, 
to  lose  the  opportunity  of  having  the  rates  of 
interest  paid  by  the  struggling  settlers  reduced, 
and  of  giving  them  cheaper  money  by  using  the 
credit  of  the  people  for  that  purpose?  Were 
they  to  lose  that,  or  should  they  for  the  time 
being  —  as  was  done  by  the  amendment  — 
prevent  the  towns  from  getting  the  same  ad- 
vantage as  was  given  to  the  people  in  the 
country  ?  Having  viewed  the  matter  carefully, 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  with  those  on 
the  Oovernmeut  benches,  and  with  those  who 
managed  on  behalf  of  the  House,  that  they 
ooald  concede  that  for  the  present,  and  get 
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this  Act  on  the  statute-book — allow  it  a  time 
to  work,  to  prove  that  it  worked  satisfac- 
torily. That  would  be  of  beneficial  effect  not 
only  to  the  people  of  the  country,  but  to  the 
poople  of  the  towns,  because  it  would  have 
a  tendency  to  lower  the  rate  of  interest.  That 
being  conceded,  he  trusted  that  honourable 
members  who  represented  the  towns  in  the 
House  would  fully  understand  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  given  way  upon  the  point,  and  that, 
in  so  doing,  they  did  that  which  ultimately 
would  be  a  benefit  to  all.  Then,  he  desired  to 
point  out  to  those  who  represented  urban  con- 
stituencies that  they  had  other  money-lending 
branches  under  the  Qovernment.  There  was 
the  Government  Insurance  Department. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Up  to  half. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— The  honourable  member 
was  mistaken.  They  had  a  Bill  before  the 
House;  and  in  that  Bill 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Where  is  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  it  had  not  yet  gone  aloft. 
In  that  Bill,  acting  under  the  advice  of  the 
Insurance  Commissioner,  they  asked  that  the 
amount  that  could  be  advanced  should  be  in- 
creased. As  the  law  now  stood,  advances  could 
be  made  upon  urban,  suburban,  and  rural  lands 
up  to  one-half,  and  it  was  proposed  to  increase 
that  by  the  Bill  referred  to ;  therefore  there 
would  still  be  provided  machinery  for  making 
advances  upon  both  urban  and  suburban  lands. 

Q  „»  That  being  the  case,  the  legislation 
'  they  were  passing  this  session  was  not 
wholly  confined  to,  nor  did  it  wholly  give  ad- 
vantages to,  the  people  in  the  country.  The 
measures  had  to  be  read  together ;  and  if  they 
were  passed — and  be  believed  they  would  be 
passed— they  would  find  that  they  would  prove 
beneficial.  What  would  be  said  by  the  country 
if  they  allowed  the  prorogation  to  take  place 
without  accepting  the  amendments,  after  the 
trouble  they  had  taken  over  these  measures  ? 
What  would  be  said  by  those  who  had  been 
looking  forward  to  the  passing  of  this  measure 
for  relief  when  they  found  that  the  diSerenoa 
was  as  between  this  £5,000  and  £2,500  in  the 
amount  to  be  advanced,  and  as  between  two- 
thirds  and  three-fifths  of  the  security  of- 
fered? The  men  who  wanted  assistance  at  a 
lower  rate  of  interest  hod  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  advantages  that  others  had 
had.  What  answer  would  they  get  if,  on  going 
back,  they  said  that,  owing  to  this  difference, 
this  relief  had  not  been  granted  ?  He  said  that 
the  hopes  and  expectations  of  these  people 
would  be  dashed  to  the  ground.  They  would 
not  understand  the  niceties  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  They  would  not  under- 
stand such  nice  questions.  They  would  look 
at  the  legislation,  and  would  ask  if  their  repre- 
sentatives had  done  their  duty  to  them  and 
to  the  country.  They  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  honestly  done  their  duty  to  them, 
and  maintained  the  privileges  of  this  House; 
and,  with  every  confidence,  he  asked  the  House 
to  agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  MOKTQOMEBY  rose  to  make  a  personal 
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explanation.  What  he  had  said  wan  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  the  motion  being  withdrawn 
and  the  matter  being  settled  by  a  Governor's 
message. 

Mr.  SAUNDKBS  said  that  during  the  last 
few  weeks  he  had  been  so  anxious  not  to  oc- 
cupy any  time  in  that  House  that  ho  had  sat 
dumb  like  a  lamb  before  her  shearers  ;  but  as 
the  leader  of  the  House  had  just  occupied  a 
whole  half-hour  in  explaining  the  very  simple 
amendments  proposed  oy  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil there  appeareid  to  be  little  use  in  his  prac- 
tising so  much  self-restraint.  Like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere,  he  had  wished  to 
see  amendments  in  these  Bills  in  the  direction 
taken  by  the  Council,  and  he  believed  that 
every  amendment  the  Legislative  Council  had 
made  was  an  improvement.  He  was  very  glad 
indeed  that  they  had  made  these  amendments. 
He  did  not  want  to  make  a  lawyer's  speech 
if  he  could,  but  there  was  one  great  fact  in 
connection  with  these  amendments  which  he 
thought  they  all  ought  to  recognise,  and  the 
Premier  especially.  He  thought  the  Premier 
in  bis  remarks  was  rather  mistaken  as  to  his 
position  in  the  House  at  the  present  time.  In 
his  present  position  he  had  everything  to  gain 
by  encroaching  on  their  rights  and  liberties, 
and  nothing  to  lose.  He  did  not  look  upon 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  tlie  guardian  of 
the  liberties  of  this  House.  Like  other  great 
lovers  of  power,  he  was  far  more  likely  to 
encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the  House  than 
to  defend  them.  He  was  very  much  more  in 
the  position  of  Charles  I.  than  in  that  of  Pym 
and  the  Long  Parliament.  He  thought  the 
Premier  and  the  lawyers  who  had  spoken  on 
this  subject  had  really  lost  sight  of  the  very 
great  point  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
these  amendments.  The  point  was  this :  that 
this  House  itself  had  given  up  the  important 
duties  and  privileges  of  the  Representative 
House.  He  did  not  care  twopence  about  a 
trumpery  piece  of  privilege  of  this  kind,  but 
they  had  given  up  their  great  privilege  and 
their  highest  duty,  which  was  that  of  guarding 
the  public  purse.  The  House  was  no  longer 
the  guardian  of  the  public  purse ;  and,  having 
given  up  this  most  important  function,  they 
ought  to  feel  very  thankful  that  the  other  House 
was  discharging  it  for  them.  If  the  Premier 
had  sat  on  that  side  of  the  House  as  member 
{or  Kumara,  as  he  once  did,  he  would  have  said, 
in  regard  to  these  proposals, "  Perish  the  Bills  i 
let  us  maintain  the  privileges  of  the  House." 
Now  he  said  these  Bills  were  more  important 
than  our  privileges;  but  he  (Mr.  Saunders) 
thought  the  privileges  they  had  given  up  in  the 
House,  in  saying  "  Ditto "  to  everything  the 
Premier  proposed,  and  in  not  guarding  the 
'public  purse,  were  of  greater  consequence  than 
this ;  and  he  thought  that  in  their  entire  dere- 
liction of  duty  the  Council  had  come  to  their 
help,  and  saved  the  privileges  of  the  country. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 
were  never  going  to  have  anything  from  the 
opponents  of  the  Government  but  repeated 
lamentations  of  modern  Jeremiahs.  The 
honourable  member  ior  Wellington  City  made 
Mr,  Montgomery 


a  sneering  allusion  to  the  two-thirds.  He  said 
the  question  of  two-thirds  was  brought  into 
every  question  before  the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Three-fifths. 

Mr.  LAWBY.  — Well,  as  the  honourable 
member  had  referred  to  the  three-fifths,  he 
might  say  that  there  were  two- thirds  who 
occupied  a  considerable  amount  of  time  of  the 
House,  and  the  two-thirds  were  the  honourable 
member  for  the  BuUer  and  himself.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  speech  just  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  showed  an  entire  mis- 
conception of  the  whole  case.  The  House  had 
never  given  up  the  privilege  in  connection  with 
the  public  purse.  He  (Mr.  Lawry)  utterly  de- 
nied the  premisses  the  honourable  member  had 
taken  up.  He  utterly  denied  that  one  single 
shilling  of  addition  had  been  made  to  the 
public  indebtedness  by  the  legislation  alluded 
to.  He  was  reading  Shakespeare  a  few  minutes 
before,  and  what  he  had  just  heard  was  most 
ably  represented  by  Shakespeare,  who  had  more 
knowledge  than  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  could  boast 
of: — 

Nature  bath  framed  strange  fellows  in  her  time : 

Some  that  will  evermore  peep  tbrougb  their  eyes. 

And  laugh,  like  parrots,  at  a  bagpiper. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  about  parrots  ? 

Mr.  LAWHY  had  seen  very  good  imitations 
of  parrots  in  that  House,  and  when  he  made 
that  statement  he  would  like  them  to  under- 
stand that  he  did  not  mean  it  to  have  any 
personal  signification.  He  utterly  denied  that 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  BUI  were  calculated  to 
add  one  single  shilling  to  the  public  debt  o{ 
the  colony.  They  might  take  the  case  of  Mr. 
William  Aitken,  a  gentleman  in  Auckland,  a 
very  large  land-agent,  who  through  his  agency 
brought,  say,  £5,000  into  the  country.  What 
did  he  do  with  that?  He  advanced  it  to 
settlers  under  deeds  of  mortgage.  Was  that 
not  adding  to  the  debt  of  the  colony  as  much  as 
any  of  the  proposals  in  this  Bill  ?  The  cold- 
water  party  in  that  House  had  subordinated 
everything  to  the  cold-water  policy,  but  what 
he  was  stating  was  absolutely  sound  logic. 
If  a  settler  took  up  a  bush  section,  valued  at 
£200,  and  got  £150  advanced  upon  it  to  assist 
him  in  turning  the  wilderness  into  a  smiling 
homestead,  he  was  giving  security  for  the 
money  advanced.  The  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  got  up  and,  as  he  understood  htm, 
talked  about  having  sacrificed  his  principles  as 
a  member  of  the  House;  but  he  was  sacrificing 
the  interests  of  the  House  by  not  realising  the 
situation.  He  (Mr.  Lawry)  was  very  glad  that 
the  compromise  had  been  effected  :  becaose  he 
did  not  want  the  Government  to  have  any  jus- 
tification for  retaliating  on  the  Council.  He 
said  this  without  fear  of  contradiction:  that 
if  the  Bill  of  the  Government  had  been  thrown 
out  the  Government  would  have  been  justified 
in  flooding  the  Council,  and  in  putting  in  a 
majority  there  to  carry  their  proposals.  The 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  said  that 
the  Council  had  done  wrong  in  throwing  out 
the  power  to  lend  on  security  of  urban  and 
suborban  lands.  He  (Mr.  Lawry)  said,  notwitb- 
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standiog  that  he  was  representing  perhaps  -the 
smallest  electorate  in  the  colony,  which  he 
could  ride  all  round  in  half  an  hour — uotwith- 
Btanding  that  he  might  be  speaking  against 
their  interests,  he  said  that  the  voice  ol  the 
country  went  oat  at  the  lost  general  election 
and  indorsed  what  was  foreshadowed  in  the 
speeches  of  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Lands  on  this  question.  He  said  without  fear 
of  contradiction  that  the  question  of  urban 
and  suburban  securities  never  entered  into  the 
matter  at  all.  It  was  a  question  of  advances 
to  settlers  to  enable  them  to  clear  bush,  to 
open  up  roads,  to  build  bridges,  and  generally 
to  develop  the  country.  He  had  told  his  con- 
stituents at  Famoll  that  it  would  not  affect 
them  at  all,  but  that  he  understood  that  the 
proposal  of  the  Government  meant  that  it  was 
to  develop  the  bush  districts  of  the  North,  the 
roadless  North,  the  bridgeless  North,  and  such 
land  as  that  in  the  Forty-mile  Bush.  He 
thought  the  country  would  realise  that  the 
Government  had  brought  down  measures  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  colony  by  leaps  and 
bounds  without  increasing  the  debt  by  a 
shilling.  When  it  was  said  that  the  Consols 
would  bo  increasing  the  public  debt,  it  must 
be  considered  that  unless  the  Consols  were 
taken  up  the  debt  could  not  be  increased,  and 
there  was  nothing  in  the  measure  which  de- 
clared that  the  people  were  bound  to  take  them 
np.  They  might  with  equal  logic  say  that 
the  public  debt  would  be  increased  because  the 
people  invested  their  money  in  the  savings- 
bank.  The  first  man  who  had  ever  mentioned 
the  matter  to  him  was  one  of  the  strongest 
opponents  the  present  Government  had.  He 
was  a  brother  professional  of  his  honourable 
friend  the  reasonable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Button).  He  wished  a  great  num- 
ber, of  members  who  were  on  the  same  side  as 
he  was  were  n.s  reasonable  as  that  honourable 
gentleman.  He  referred  to  Mr.  S.  Jackson,  a 
lawyer  in  Auckland,  of  the  firm  of  Jackson  and 
Bussell.  He  believed  his  arguments  were  irre- 
sistible, but  he  believed  there  was  no  necessity 
for  them  at  all,  because  without  them  the  reso- 
lution would  bo  agreed  to  on  the  voices. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  there  appeared  to 
him  to  he  one  difSculty  in  connection  with 
the  amendments.  Section  25  excluded  urban 
and  suburban  lands;  and  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  determine  the  classification  of  the 
lands  was  taken  away  in  section  43.  It  seemed 
there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  the  classifi- 
cation of  land.  He  only  wished  to  record  his 
dissent  from  the  exclusion  of  urban  and 
suburban  lands,  and  he  would  ask  that  that 
■question  should  be  put  separately. 

Mr.  WABD,  in  reply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  spoken,  would  like  to  point 
out  that  the  vital  point  he  had  in  view  in  con- 
nection with  urban  and  suburban  lands  would, 
as  the  Premier  pointed  out,  be  met  by  the  Go- 
Temment  Insurance  Bill,  the  proposed  amend- 
ments in  which  were  now  before  the  House. 
They  authorised  an  extension  from  £5,000  to 
£10,000,  and  an  advance  on  two-thirds  under 
certain  conditions.    He  ventured  to  say  that 


the  experience  of  the  working  of  these  ad- 
vances to  settlers  at  5  per  cent,  would  be  that 
the  Government  Insurance  and  Trust  Depart- 
ments would  have  to  look  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  hitherto  to  urban  and  suburban 
securities  for  suitable  investments. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb.— That  might  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  fancied  not.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  two  measures  was  very  ma- 
terial. It  had  been  mentioned  at  the  Confer- 
enoe  by  some  honourable  members  that  the 
two  Bills  occupied  an  entirely  different  position. 
It  wag  pointed  out  that  the  Ciovemment  In- 
surance Department  had  to  earn  its  moneys ; 
its  investments  had  to  be  made  in  such  a  way 
as  to  enable  them  to  earn  money  for  its  share- 
holders :  whereas  it  had  been  pointed  out  that 
money  under  this  Bill  was  for  entirely  different 
purposes ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  other 
place  would  not  deal  with  it  in  the  same  way. 
That,  however,  remained  to  be  seen ;  but,  even 
so,  he  did  say  that  the  fact  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill  placing  money  at  the  disposal  of 
people  in  the  country  would,  to  a  large  extent, 
enable  the  Insurance  and  Trust  Departments 
to  lend  money  on  city  and  suburban  properties. 
He  would  like  to  say  to  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  that  it  was  quite  refreshing  to 
hear  that  honourable  gentleman  pat  himself 
on  the  back  when  discussing  this  matter.  Had 
that  honourable  member's  amendments  been 
carried  in  Committee,  instead  of  having  to 
accept  a  reduction  to  £2,500  what  would  the 
result  have  been  ?  He  suggested  £500,  if  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  remembered  rightly. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  voted  for  the  £5,000. 

Mr.  WABD  said,  at  any  rate  some  honour- 
able member  in  the  House  suggested  that  £500 
should  be  the  amount ;  and  another  mentioned 
£1,000.  Now,  supposing  the  House  had  carried 
these  amendments,  what  would  have  been  the 
result?  It  would  have  been  an  indication  to 
those  in  another  place,  and  they  would  have 
acted  quite  rightly  in  suggesting,  as  the  House 
thought  right  to  fix  £1,000,  an  amendment  to 
reduce  it  to  £500,  and  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
in  the  House  would  then  have  said  they  acted 
very  sensibly.  It  was  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Those  who  thought  it  right  to  retain  the  £5,000 
had  agreed  to  accept  what  was  considered  a  fair 
compromise — namely,  a  reduction  to  £2,500. 
He  was  very  glad  the  honourable  gentleman's 
amendments  had  not  been  carried  in  Commit- 
tee, because  it  would  have  been  a  clear  indi- 
cation to  the  other  House  to  make  further 
reductions  and  alterations,  which  would  have 
made  the  result  of  this  scheme  uncertain  and 
hazardous,  and  unless  the  scheme  were  based 
on  sound  lines  it  would  have  been  very  much 
better  for  the  House  to  abandon  it.  He  would 
be  only  too  happy  to  accept  reasonable  amend- 
ments from  the  honourable  member,  or  from 
any  othor  member,  but  when  an  important 
principle  was  at  stake  he  was  not  justified  in 
doing  so.  It  was  their  business  to  get  the  Bill 
through  in  as  complete  a  form  as  they  could, 
although  they  were  compelled  to  make  certain 
concessions  in  order  to  got  the  main  prin- 
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oiple  through.  He  oonid  only  say,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  quite  consist- 
ent. He  had  opposed  the  Bill  right  through, 
and  it  was  not  surprising  he  was  favourable 
to  what  had  been  done  in  another  place.  It 
would  have  met  the  views  of  those  opposed  to 
the  Bill  if  the  Bill  had  been  hung  up.  He 
would  reiterate  what  the  Premier  had  said — 
that  it  would  be  very  much  against  the  interest 
of  the  country  that  this  scheme  should  not 
have  a  fair  trial,  or  should  be  hong  up  till  next 
session.  In  the  interval  they  would  have  had, 
to  put  it  mildly,  very  considerable  agitation  in 
various  parts  of  the  colony  on  this  question. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Managers  for 
the  House,  not  having  lost  sight  of  its  privi- 
leges, were  quite  justified  in  agreeing  to  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  SEODON  said,  as  Mr.  Speaker  was  the 
guardian  in  the  first  instance  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  House,  he  would  ask  him 
whetner  he  considered  that  the  Managers  of 
the  House  had  in  the  slightest  degree  preju- 
diced its  privileges. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  aaid  he  had  already  stated 
his  views  on  the  infringement  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  had  made  on  the  undoubted 
privileges  of  the  House,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  no  advantage  wets  now  to  be  obtained  by 
his  expressing  any  further  opinion  on  the  mat- 
ter of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That  the 
amendment  in  section  25  to  insert  '  not  being 
urban  or  suburban  lands '  be  agreed  to." 


Ayks,  43. 

Buchanan 

Joyce 

O'Began 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Oamcross 

Lang 

Pirani 

Carroll 

Laruach 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Collins 

Lawry 

Saunders 

Crowther 

Mackintosh 

Bftddon 

Flatman 

Maslin 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Orabam 

Masaey 

Steward 

Green 

McQuire 

Tanner 

Ouinness 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Thompson 

Hall 

McKenzie,  B. 

Wilson. 

Harris 

MiUar 

Hogg 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Montgomery 

Camell 

Hutchison,  G. 

Morrison 
Koss,  12. 

Meredith. 

Buiok 

McGowan 

Stout. 

Button 

McNab 

TelUrs, 

Duthie 

Mitcbelson 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Eamshaw 

Newman 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Hall-Jones 

Paib. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Pere. 

Allen. 

Majority  for, 

31. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  report  of  the  Confer- 

ence agreed  to 

. 

TONGARIRO  NATIONAL  PARK  BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read 
third  time, 

Mr.  Ward 


Dr.  NEWMAN  said  ha  wished  to  say  a  word 
or  two  to  thank  the  Minister  of  Lands  for 
bringing  in  this  Bill  and  passing  it.  It  had 
been  a  hope  of  his  for  some  years  past,  and 
was  first  suggested  by  him  in  the  House,  that 
these  three  magnificent  mountains,  Tongariro, 
Ruapehu,  and  Ngauruhoe,  should  be  set  aside 
specially  as  a  national  park,  like  Yosemite, 
and  the  Niagara  Falls,  in  America.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done 
a  good  work  by  putting  this  Bill  through, 
and  that  they  would  now  have  a  ma^ificent 
park  of  6S,0C0  acres,  or  thereabout,  containing 
as  many  wonders  as  there  were  in  any  national 
park  in  the  world.  There  were  the  glaciers  of 
Ruapehu,  the  Volcano  of  Ngauruhoe,  and  many 
other  things.  He  thought  the  future  genera- 
tions would  be  glad  indeed  that  they  bsbd  passed 
the  Bill.  He  hoped  it  would  go  successfully 
through  the  other  Chamber,  and  that  the  colony 
would  possess  for  ever  this  great  national  park. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  also  like  to  say  a 
few  words.  This  was  the  third  time  he  had 
tried  to  pass  the  Bill,  and  he  was  glad  to  find 
he  had  now  been  successful  in  getting  a  nationtl 
park.  He  thought  he  would  not  be  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  Native  chief,  Te  Heuheu  Tukino  the 
younger,  unless  he  said  that  he  had  assisted 
him  very  materially  to  at  last  bring  the  othac 
Natives  to  give  their  consent  to  this  Bill  be- 
coming law.  Honourable  members  must  know 
the  great  difficulty  there  was  in  getting  a  Bill 
through  the  House  when  the  Natives  objected. 
It  was  their  opposition  that  had  delayed  Uw 
Bill  during  two  previous  sessions.  But  this 
year  the  Native  chief,  the  grandson  of  the 
original  grantee,  came  down  and  assisted  him 
very  materially  in  getting  the  Bill  through  by 
getting  all  opposition  from  the  Natives  re- 
moved. He  therefore  thought  he  should  not 
be  doing  what  was  right  unless  he  acknow- 
ledged the  valuable  assistance  this  Native  chief 
had  given  in  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSTI- 
TUTIONS BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  saoond  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  the  bringing-in  of  this  short 
Bill  had  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  de- 
cision given  by  Mr.  Justice  Williams  in  a  case 
between  the  Southland  contributing  bodies  and 
the  Southland  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid 
Board.  Judge  WUliams  held  there  that  the 
bodies  could  not  bo  called  upon  to  contribute 
to  the  cost  of  extending  hospitals,  the  cost 
of  fresh  buildings,  or  the  cost  of  furnishing 
buildings ;  that  all  that  the  bodies  under  the 
existing  law  could  be  called  upon  to  contribnta 
to  was  the  maintenance  of  existing  hospitals; 
and  by  his  decision  he  had  confined  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  maintenance  "  to  simply 
repairs  in  existing  buildings.  As  a  consequence 
of  this  decision  it  had  come  about  that  there 
was  something  like  a  deadlock  in  the  hospital 
districts  throughout  the  colony.  Additions  to 
existing  hospitals  were  badly  wanted  in  sevs- 
ral  districts ;  fresh  buildings  were  wanted  ia 
certain  places;  and  the  Hospital  Boards  had 
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no  power  to  raise  money  locally  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  result  was  that  they  were  obliged 
to  come  to  the  central  GoTemment  for  funds. 
Now,  the  Government,  of  course,  could  do  some- 
thing—  and  it  did  do  something  —  towards 
helping  the  local  bodies  to  bear  the  burden  of 
hospital  buildings;  but  the  Government  was 
totally  unable  to  take  upon  its  shoulders  the 
vhole  of  the  cost  of  additions  to  hospitals, 
erecting  fresh  buildings,  and  furnishing  them. 
He  should  think  that  tiie  applications  within 
the  last  few  months  added  together  would  come 
to  a  sum-total  of  about  £20,000.  To  provide 
this  sum  was  quite  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
Treasury.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  bring 
in  this  Bill  to  enable  the  local  bodies  to  call 
npon  the  contributorica  to  find  the  necessary 
funds  for  adding  to  existing  buildings  and 
fitting  them  oat.  That  was  the  main  clause  of 
the  Bill,  and  that  could  be  done  by  extend- 
ing the  meaning  of  the  word  "  maintenance." 
The  next  clause  was  to  clear  up  a  doubt  which 
had  been  found  to  exist  regarding  section  74 
of  the  original  Act.  The  intention  of  sec- 
tion 74  was,  he  thought,  fairly  clear — namely, 
that  where'  a  destitute  person  passed  from  one 
district  to  another,  having  been  domiciled  in 
district  Ko.  1,  and,  within  a  short  time  after 
coming  into  district  No.  2,  came  upon  the  rates, 
then  the  charitable- aid  body  in  district  No.  2 
should  be  able  to  recover  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing hira  from  district  No.  1,  in  which  he  had 
been  domiciled.  Owing  to  the  reading  of  the 
clause  it  really  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  so 
clear  as  was  the  evident  intention  of  those  who 
framed  it.  Judge  Williams,  again  the  same 
Judge,  held  that  unless  the  person  applied  for 
charitable  aid  to  the  Board  of  district  No.  2 
directly  he  got  there  the  Board  of  district  No.  2 
was  unable  to  recover  the  cost  of  his  mainten- 
ance from  the  Board  of  district  No.  1.  The 
Judge  held  that  if  a  week  or  two  elapsed  after 
the  time  in  which  he  came  to  district  No.  2  the 
whole  cost  of  his  maintenance  must  be  thrown 
upon  district  No.  2  ;  and  it  would  only  be  if  he 
applied  for  charitable  aid  on  the  day  he  arrived 
in  the  second  district  that  the  Board  of  that 
district  would  be  entitled  to  recover  the  cost  of 
maintaining  him  from  the  Board  of  the  district 
from  which  he  had  come.  The  unfairness  of 
that  was  obvious,  and  it  was  also  obviously  in 
flat  contradiction  of  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  this  Act — that  was,  unless  he  (Mr.  Reeves) 
entirely  misread  clause  74.  The  meaning  of 
that  clause  obviously  was  that  a  district  should 
not  have  the  power  to  shunt  its  paupers  upon 
other  districts ;  otherwise  there  would  be  un- 
doubtedly a  system  carried  on  by  the  unscru- 
pulous authorities  of  one  district  of  shunting 
their  paupers  upon  a  neighbouring  district  and 
throwing  their  cost  on  the  rates  of  that  dis- 
trict. For  those  reasons  that  clause  had  been 
put  in.  Honourable  gentlemen  would  see  that 
this  was  not  an  attempt  to  deal  with  the  general 
question  of  charitable  aid.  It  was  simply  a 
Bill  containing  two  necessary  clauses  to  enable 
local  bodies  to  carry  on  from  now  until  next 
Besaion.  The  Bill  had  been  introduced  in  con- 
sequence of  a  debate  which  took  place  in  the 


House  some  two  months  ago.  He  had  then 
promised  to  introduce  it.  He  had  kept  his 
promise,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  House 
should  not  pass  it,  and  without  very  much 
debate. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  believed  this  Bill  was 
necessary,  but  he  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  agree  to  the  insertion  of  a  new  clai^e 
to  the  following  effect :  "The  provisions  of 
section  eighty-eight  of  the  said  Act  shall  be  at 
once  given  effect  to."  Section  88  provided  for 
the  setting  aside  of  250,000  acres  of  land  as 
an  endowment.  Since  1886  nothing  had  been 
done,  and  now  that  eight  years  had  elapsed 
they  had  a  right  to  ask  that  that  should  be 
given  effect  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  very  little  to  say,  except 
as  regarded  clause  2,  which  might  prove  very 
oppressive  and  intolerable.  It  did  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  escape  from  it.  As  to  sec- 
tion 3,  he  quite  agreed  with  the  Minister  of 
Education  that,  if  possible,  the  intention  of 
this  clause  should  be  given  effect  to,  because 
one  of  the  best  methods  of  keeping  down  the 
cost  of  charitable  aid  was  to  relegate  those  ap- 
plying for  aid  to  the  district  whence  they  came. 
If  that  were  done,  many  cases  would  be  struck 
off  from  charitable  aid  of  those  who  were  quite 
capable  of  maintaining  themselves.  It  was  the 
habit  of  some  of  these  people  to  go  round  to  the 
charitable  institutions  in  various  districts,  be- 
cause where  they  were  thoroughly  well  known 
they  would  have  to  maintain  themselves. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  provision  in  clause  2 ;  but  he 
thought  it  was  understood  that  the  whole 
question  of  local  government,  which  also  dealt 
with  charitable  aid,  was  to  stand  over  until 
next  session.  Now,  at  the  last  moment,  with- 
in a  few  days  of  the  close  of  the  session,  they 
had  a  Bill  brought  in,  which  was  certainly  a 
very  short  Bill  of  one  or  two  clauses,  but  in 
one  of  which  clauses  power  was  given  to  Hos- 
pital and  Charitable  Aid  Boards  to  levy  rates 
not  only  for  those  who  required  assistance,  but 
to  erect  buildings  and  furnish  them,  without 
any  limit  whatever.  A  few  measures  such  as 
this  would  be  sufBcient  to  wipe  the  local 
bodies  out  of  existence  altogether.  They  were 
taxed  up  to  the  very  hilt.  Taxation  was 
dragged  out  of  the  local  bodies  until  their  lives 
were  almost  crushed  out  of  them.  Instead 
of  leaving  the  matter  over  until  next  year  to 
amend  the  charitable-aid  law,  which  had  stunk 
in  the  nostrils  of  the  people  from  the  North 
Cape  to  the  Blufi, — a  law  that  had  done  more 
than  anything  else  to  pauperise  the  people  of 
the  colony, — at  the  last  moment  this  Bill  was 
brought  in,  and  they  were  asked  to  pass  it. 
Surely  members  had  not  lost  their  senses— to 
sit  quietly  and  allow  a  Bill  like  this  to  pass 
without  discussion.  He  had  no  desire  to  stand 
up  and  oppose  the  Bill  if  honourable  members 
were  so  forgetful  of  their  own  interests,  and  if 
those  who  represented  local  bodies  were  so  for- 
getful of  their  interests,  as  to  allow  a  Bill  like 
this  to  pass,  throwing  responsibilities  on  local 
bodies  aa  this  Bill  did ;  because  he  ventured  to 
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say  there  vras  no  local  body  in  the  colony  which 
knew  anything  about  the  measure.  A  mine 
had  been  sprung  upon  the  House  without 
notice,  and  they  were  asked  to  give  powers  to 
local  bodies  to  tax  property-owners  without 
limit.  There  was  positively  no  limit  to  the 
amount  of  rates  that  might  be  levied  upon  pro- 
perty. He  did  not  know  what  members  of  the 
Bouse  could  be  thinking  about  if  they  allowed 
such  a  Bill  as  this  to  pass.  The  whole  thing 
was  simply  preposterous.  He  understood  it 
was  distinctly  understood  that  they  would  next 
year  deal  with  the  whole  question  of  local 
government.  The  question  of  local  govern- 
ment must  include  charitable  aid.  That  re- 
form bad  been  promised  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  and  now  at  the  last  moment  this 
Bill  was  brought  in.  Surely  the  Minister  must 
think  that  members  of  the  House  were  so 
wearied  and.  tired  that  they  would  allow  any- 
thing to  pass.  For  bis  part,  he  would  do  all  he 
oould  to  prevent  the  Bill  from  becoming  law. 
He  maintained  that  there  was  no  question  but 
that  the  people  of  the  colony  were  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  this  question  of  local  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  a  question  the  people  of  the 
colony  would  insist  on  the  Gevemment  taking 
up,  not  piecemeal,  but  in  a  way  that  would 
deal  with  the  whole  question,  and  place  the 
charitable  aid  on  a  sound  foundation.  Their 
system  of  local  government  was  breaking  down. 
He  trusted  this  Bill  would  not  be  allowed  to 
go  through.  He  would  move,  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
He  had  no  desire  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  he  did  hope  that  members  would 
give  the  Bill  a  happy  despatch.  The  BUI 
oould  very  well  stand  over,  for  no  harm  could 
He  done  before  next  session,  and  then  the 
whole  question  could  be  dealt  with  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Mr.  PIBANI  trusted  that  the  amendment 
would  not  be  carried ;  and,  while  he  fully  in- 
dorsed everything  that  had  been  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  with  regard 
to  the  necessity  for  some  alterations  in  the 
present  system  of  local  government,  he  did  not 
think  they  should  allow  that  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  necessary  amendments  in  the  present 
law  being  passed.  Very  gross  injustice  had 
been  done  in  the  past  in  connection  with  these 
two  matters  of  hospitals  and  ohtkiitable  aid, 
and  he  thought  the  Minister  had  acted  with 
considerable  wisdom  in  embodying  in  this 
short  measure  the  amendments  necessary,  and 
bringing  it  down  to  the  House,  notwithstanding 
the  late  period  of  the  session.  With  regard  to 
the  2nd  clause,  it  was  impossible  at  the  pro- 
sent  time  to  get  anything  done  to  the  hos- 
pitals, because  the  Boards  had  not  the  funds 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  work.  The  mem- 
bers were  the  representatives  of  the  local 
bodies ;  they  were  locally  elected ;  and  if  they 
did  not  do  their  duty  the  local  bodies  would 
find  a  simple  way  of  dealing  with  them  if  they 
did  not  carry  out  their  wishes. 

Mr.  O.  3.  SMITH  said  in  clause  2  there  was 
no  limit  whatever  placed  on  the  local  Chari- 
table Aid  Boards,  and  they  could  erect  the 
Mr.  Thompson 


most  palatial  buildings  if  they  saw  fit.  H» 
hoped  the  House  would  use  its  power  to  op- 
pose the  clause  being  made  law  at  tbS  present 
time.  Ko  doubt  every  one  sympathized  with 
the  desire  of  Hospital  Boards  to  find  better 
accommodation  for  their  patients,  but  there 
should  bo  some  means  of  limiting  their  power 
of  raising  money.  There  should  be  sufficient 
safeguards  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers. If  that  clause  were  passed  they  would 
not  be  doing  their  duty  as  representatives  of  the 
people.  He  trusted  the  House  would  vigorously 
oppose  the  clause. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  introduced  the  Bill  would  amend 
clause  2  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  It 
seemed  to  give  very  large  powers  to  Boards  to 
impose  rates.  Suppose  the  Hospital  Trustees  in 
Christchurch  or  Wellington  wanted  to  put  up 
a  building  costing  £S,000  or  £6,000,  they  had 
the  means  by  this  clause  of  raising  it  without 
the  ratepayers  in  the  outside  districts  having 
any  voice  in  the  matter.  He  could  not  sea 
why  hospitals  should  not  be  built  out  of  loan, 
the  same  as  school- buildings  and  lunatic  asy- 
lums. If  the  Slinister  insisted  upon  the  clause 
going  through,  he  thought  he  should  see  that 
those  ratepayers  living  in  the  suburbs  should 
have  greater  power  than  they  now  had.  If  a 
Boskrd  thought  fit  to  put  up  a  ward  cost- 
ing several  thousands  of  pounds,  under  danse 
2  they  had  power  to  do  so.    He  thought  any 

Eower  of  that  kind  to  raise  money  should 
e  spread  over  a  number  of  years,  instead  of 
one  year.  Out-distriots  and  suburbs  would  be 
outvoted  in  this  matter;  and  if  power  were 
given  to  raise  a  loan  there  should  be  provision 
for  a  sinking  fund  to  permit  of  the  loan  being 
wiped  out.  The  Minister  had  stated  that  he 
hod  received  applications  for  £20,000  for  in- 
creased hospital  accommodation,  and  that 
meant  that  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  coold 
levy  that  amount  if  the  Bill  passed. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  maintained  he  was  correct. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  as  a  member  of  a  local 
body,  would  oppose  the  measure.  For  years 
past  they  had  been  trying  to  get  some  reform 
in  local  government.  In  1893  and  also  this 
session  promises  had  been  made  that  there 
would  be  some  change  in  local  taxation.  This 
was  simply  a  change  to  increase  the  rates 
for  the  local  bodies,  and  already  they  were 
suffering  under  the  incubus  of  charitable  aid. 
As  a  member  of  a  local  body  he  would  oppose 
the  measure. 

..  Q  Mr.  McGOWAN  intended  to  oppose 
'  the  Bill  on  somewhat  different  grounds 
from  those  given  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden.  He  thought  every  member  of  the 
House  recognised  the  importance  of  having 
proper  accommodation  for  hospitals  and  chari- 
table institutions  throughout  the  colony.  But 
it  was  the  principle,  or  rather  the  want  of 
principle,  in  the  Bill  which  compelled  him 
to  oppose  it.  The  bodies  which  had  the  man- 
agement of  these  institutions  were  not  elected 
by  the  people.  They  were  appointed  by  the 
different   local   bodies ;    they  were  not,  there- 
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fore,  the  direct  representfttives  of  the  people, 

and  this  would  pat  those  managers  in  the  posi- 
tion oC  being  able  to  spend  money,  and  being 
able  to  levy  that  money  upon  the  people,  who 
would  have  next  to  no  voice  in  the  expendi- 
tare.  This  was  a  vicious  principle,  and  one 
which  he  was  sure  the  House  would  condemn. 
He  would  therefore  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  said  the  Bill  was  of  a 
somewhat  serious  nature  to  the  local  bodies. 
Most  of  them  had  been  begging  up  till  this 
session  for  sums  of  money  in  connection  with 
charitable  aid,  and  they  had  received  no  satis- 
faction whatever.  At  the  end  of  the  session 
this  was  offered  to  them,  which,  to  his  mind, 
was  simply  a  Bill  that  must  elicit  the  ex- 
pression, "  Thank  you  for  nothing."  In  Auck- 
land they  had  recently  been  turning  patients 
out  of  the  hospital  before  they  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  go,  in  order  to  make  room  for  others 
whom  the  management  were  unable  to  keep 
out.  They  had  made  overtures  for  grants  in 
aid  to  enable  them  to  make  additions  to  their 
hospital,  but  had  failed ;  and  he  believed  they 
had  failed  in  almost  every  other  part  of  the 
country.  Without  the  Bill  they  were  aware 
they  could  spend  their  own  money  if  they 
could  raise  it,  but  the  taxpayers  were  so  heavily 
laden  that  they  were  afraid  to  ask  them.  So 
far  as  this  Bill  was  concerned,  his  opinion  was 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it  at  present.  He 
said  they  should  go  on  as  they  were  until  next 
session.  They  had  gone  on  hitherto  as  best 
they  could ;  and  they  should  continue  to  do 
so  until  the  Government  faced  the  matter  in 
a  systematic  manner,  so  that  all  should  be 
treated  alike,  and  that  they  would  not  have 
to  come  every  session,  one  after  another,  cap 
in  hand,  asking  the  Government  what  they 
would  kindly  do  for  them.  He  had  no  desire 
to  bj  unduly  severe,  but  the  taxpayers  took 
members  to  task  for  nothing  having  been  done. 
If  they  went  back  and  showed  them  this  Bill 
they  would  say,  "  Thank  you  for  nothing."  He 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  let  the  Bill 
drop  for  this  session. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  regretted  he  was  not  in 
a  position  to  support  the  Bill.  He  represented 
an  electorate  containing  several  counties,  and 
amongst  all  the  local  bodies  in  those  counties 
that  contributed  towards  hospital  and  chari- 
table aid  there  was  a  strong  and  widespread 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction.  Such  being  the  case, 
it  would  be  wrong  for  him  to  support  the  Bill. 
The  feeling  in  his  electorate  was  that  the  Gro- 
vemment  should  introduce  a  comprehensive 
measure  dealing  with  the  whole  question,  and 
decentralise  charitable  aid  so  as  to  enable 
local  bodies  to  administer  it  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts. He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  question 
as  to  the  hardship  large  centres  of  population 
might  be  called  upon  to  submit  to  in  conse- 
quence of  the  administration  of  charitable  aid 
by  the  local  bodies.  He  knew  that  poor  people 
would  gravitate  to  the  large  centres.  That 
question  would  be  easily  settled  by  granting 
a  special  subsidy  to  the  large  cities.  But  this 
was  not  the  time  to  bring  down  the  present 
Bill;  it  should  eland  over  till  next  session. 


He  objected  more  particularly  to  the  2nd 
clause,  which  gave  to  the  Central  Boards  in- 
creased taxing  -  powers.  The  taxpayers  were 
at  present  strained  to  their  utmost  tension 
by  contributing  towards  charitable  aid.  He 
therefore  sincerely  hoped  the  Minister  in  charge 
would  understand  that  his  opposition  arose  not 
out  of  any  personal  feeling,  but  out  of  a  sense 
of  duty  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  by  the  Standing  Orders 
a  Minister  was  put  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
position.  When  an  amendment  like  this  was 
moved  he  had  either  to  hold  his  tongue  when 
misstatements  were  being  made  about  it,  and 
run  the  risk  of  having  the  Bill  killed  for  want 
of  information,  or  else  speak  to  the  amendment 
and  lose  the  right  to  reply.  In  either  case  he 
was  put  in  an  unfair  position.  That,  however, 
was  a  minor  matter.  What  he  had  to  point 
out  was  this:  This  was  not  a  measure  which 
could  stand  over.  There  was  a  deadlock  now 
with  regard  to  the  hospital  accommodation. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  one,  or  two,  or  three,  or 
four  districts,  but  there  was  scarcely  a  district 
which  was  not  in  direct  need  of  fresh  buildings 
or  extensions  of  existing  buildings.  It  was 
clearly  the  intention  of  the  Act  that  in  regard 
to  extension  of  hospitals  half  the  cost  should 
come  out  of  local  money,  and  the  other  half 
be  contributed  by  the  Treasurer.  But  in  draw- 
ing up  the  Act  it  was  so  drawn  that  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  had  been  able  to  decide  that 
local  bodies  have  no  power  to  rate  for  their 
half  of  the  money  to  be  spent  on  hospital  build- 
ings. This  had  been  going  on  while  the  wants 
and  requirements  and  needs  and  desires  of 
the  localities  had  been  piling  up  one  on  top 
of  the  other,  till  at  last  there  was  a  dead- 
lock. The  position  was  totally  unworkable, 
and  the  hospitals  were  in  the  very  direst  need 
of  additions  and  extensions.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  respect  to  him,  or  the  Government, 
or  the  Bill,  or  the  hour  of  the  session;  it  was 
a  question  of  humanity.  He  asked  the  House 
in  the  name  of  humanity  not  to  let  the  Bill  be 
hung  up.  Those  who  killed  the  Bill  took  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  killing  human 
beings.  It  was  not  a  question  of  killing  the 
Bill,  but  of  killing  men  and  women.  He  said 
that  standing  there  as  the  responsible  Minister 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  was  not  for  him  to  try  to  alarm 
the  House  by  wild  words,  but  he  was  telling 
the  Hoase  what  he  knew  to  be  the  truth — 
namely,  that  if  the  Bill  were  blocked  men  and 
women  would  die,  and  the  health  and  coinfort 
of  hundreds  of  others  would  be  seriously 
aSected.  If  the  House  chose  to  laugh,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  laughed, 
at  the  prospect  of  human  beings  being  kQled, 
the  House  might  laugh,  but  in  killing  the  Bill 
they  would  kill  men,  women,  and  children. 
The  House  would  do  so  if  they  thought  right  to 
do  it,  but  he  was  not  going  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  it  without  standing  up  and  warning 
the  House  of  the  meaning  of  its  action.  Hos- 
pital extension  was  absolutely  necessary  in 
New  Zealand  at  present.  The  Government 
had  not  the  money,  nor  would  it  be  right  to 
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take  it  for  hospital  extension;  it  vras  never 
the  intention  of  the  Act  to  do  bo,  and  would 
not  have  been  a  right  intention  if  it  had  been 
80.  The  whole  intention  of  the  Act  was  that 
half  the  cost  should  come  from  the  central 
Exchequer  and  half  from  local  rates.  That  in- 
tention they  meant  to  carry  out  by  extending 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "maintenance,"  so 
as  to  get  round  the  decision  which  restricted 
the  meaning  of  the  word.  Tliere  was  no  differ- 
ence in  the  Bill  as  to  the  amount  that  could  be 
raised  by  the  local  body  in  rates.  The  power 
they  bad  they  would  have  now,  and,  if  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  Committee  considered  it 
right  to  put  any  limit  on  the  sum  that  might 
he  raised  in  each  district  under  the  Bill,  that 
could  be  done.  Let  it  be  done  in  Committee, 
and,  at  any  rate,  let  not  the  fact  of  there  being 
an  amendment  be  an  excuse  for  obstructing, 
blocking,  or  killing  the  Bill,  because  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, in  the  interests  of  human  life,  that  this 
Bill  in  some  form  or  another  should  become 
law  this  session.  It  would  not  prevent  the 
bringing -down  of  a  comprehensive  measure 
next  session.  How  could  it  ?  This  was  not  a 
Bill  which  dealt  with  the  hospital  and  chari- 
table-aid system.  It  was  a  Bill  dealing  with 
hospitals  ;  and  he  could  promise  the  House  that 
next  session  he  would  bring  down  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  whole  question.  The  question  of 
hospital  and  charitable  aid  was  one  question, 
that  of  hospital  buildings  was  another,  and 
this  Bill  simply  enabled  local  bodies  to  raise 
half  the  money  required  to  carry  out  any  hos- 
pital extension,  and  he  asked  the  House  to  take 
the  responsibility  off  his  shoulders  of  any  dead- 
look  in  connection  with  hospital  buildings,  be- 
cause there  was  human  life  at  stake.  He  might 
tell  honourable  members,  as  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  department,  that  some  such  Bill  as  this 
was  an  absolute  necessity,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  House  would  allow  it  to  go  to  Com- 
mittee, and  any  reasonable  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee would  not  be  refused  by  him. 

Major  STEWARD  was  surprised  to  find,  on 
coming  into  the  House,  an  amendment  had 
been  moved  against  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  as  he  expected  it  would  go  through  as  a 
matter  of  course.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  have  been  obvious  to  every  member  of 
the  House  that  the  amendment  in  the  original 
Act  proposed  by  section  2  ought  to  be  passed. 
He  was  aware  that  diihculty  had  arisen  in 
connection  with  hospitals  for  some  years  past. 
They  were  entitled  to  expend  their  money  in 
the  maintenance  of  existing  buildings,  but  if 
they  required  to  extend  their  buildings  in  any 
shape  or  form  it  did  not  come  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  as  it  at  present  stood.  It  was 
an  absolute  necessity  that  the  amendment  now 
proposed  should  be  passed,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  how  any  honourable  gentleman  could 
take  objection  to  the  remaining  section,  2Ho.  3, 
which  dealt  with  the  question  of  persons  who 
became  chargeable  on  hospitals.  It  was  only 
a  matter  of  common-sense  that  this  provision 
should  be  agreed  to.  He  had  been  exceedingly 
surprised,  on  coming  into  the  House,  to  find 
2Ir.  Beeves 


that  "this  day  six  months"  had  been  moved 
on  the  Bill,  as  it  seemed  to  him  in  every  sense 
a  necessary  measure. 

Mr.  GREEN  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
last  two  speeches.  He  had  heard  the  Minister 
tell  the  House  that  if  the  Bill  was  not  passed 
the  House  would  be  responsible  for  the  lives  <d 
human  beings ;  but  certainly  that  would  not 
apply  to  Dunedin,  although  additions  and  im- 
provements were  undoubtedly  required  there; 
and  so  far  as  he  knew  nothing  had  occurred 
in  any  part  of  the  colony  to  require  legislation 
during  the  last  twelve  months ;  but,  if  any- 
thing had  ever  ocourred  to  justify  it,  no  doubt 
it  was  a  law  case  in  Invercargill  four  or  five 
years  ago. 

Mr.  REEVES.— It  has  occurred. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  if  it  had  occurred  the 
Minister  should  take  the  responsibility.  The 
Minister  was  surprised  that  there  should  be 
such  opposition  raised  to  the  Bill ;  but  the  fset 
was,  as  honourable  members  knew,  the  gene- 
ral taxation  was  very  largely  increased,  and 
the  local  bodies  had  had  to  raise  all  the  moneys 
that  the  local  authorities  could  possibly  pay, 
the  taxpayers  being  now  burdened  with  ratea 
as  high  as  they  could  pay,  with  the  present  low 
prices  of  stock  and  produce  ruling  in  the  colony. 
No  doubt  there  was  a  great  necessity  for  iht 
extension  of  buildings  in  some  places,  and  he 
was  aware  that  there  was  not  any  power  for 
the  Boards  of  Trustees  to  raise  money  for  this 
purpose ;  but  he  took  leave  to  think  that, 
wherever  the  Board  of  a  district  thought  tha 
expense  not  too  great,  there  the  money  would 
be  raised.  If  the  position  was  as  it  hti 
been  described  by  the  Minister,  it  was  his 
bounden  duty  to  make  provision  for  these  in- 
stitutions ;  and  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to  make  pro- 
vision in  this  direction  rather  than  in  soms 
directions  which  had  appeared  in  their  esti- 
mates this  year,  because,  while  no  one  in  that 
House  felt,  or  was  likely  to  express,  a  strong^ 
desire  in  the  matter  of  roads  and  bridges  to 
open  up  the  country  and  benefit  settlers  in 
country  districts  than  he  did,  he  was  quits 
convinced  that  such  institutions  ought  to  ba 
given  consideration,  and  that  they  were,  undac 
certain  conditions,  of  greater  importance  than 
even  the  making  of  roads  and  bridges.  This 
session  there  hod  been  a  very  large  increased 
provision  made  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  more 
provision  made  for  them  than  for  hospitala 
This  Bill  had  been  described  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki  as  a  very  small  one,  and 
the  honourable  member  could  not  understand 
why  there  should  be  any  objection  to  it.  Of 
course  the  great  objection  was  that  numbers  of 
people  were  of  opinion  that  they  were  already 
taxed  to  their  utmost  limit,  and  that  they 
could  not  afford  to  pay  any  more  taxation. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Are  we  never  to  have  any 
more  buildings? 

Mr.  GREEN.— That  is  for  the  honooraUe 
gentleman  to  say. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  regard  to  this 
matter  the  local  authorities  were  only  too 
ready  to  assist,  but  on  account  of  the  inteipie- 
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tation  of  the  law  given  by  the  Judge  there  was 
no  power  given  to  the  Board  to  make  a  levy 
for  the  purpose  of  maintenance.  It  waa  on 
account  of  that  interpretation  that  the  diffi- 
culty had  arisen,  and  surely  the  House  would 
not  be  so  unjust  as  to  prevent  a  Charitable  Aid 
Board  from  assisting  when  it  was  quite  pre- 
pared, as  stated  by  the  Minister  of  Education, 
to  pay  a  fair  amount  towards  the  cost  of  the 
extension  of  buildings  and  accommodation  re- 
quired. The  local  authorities  were  prepared 
to  contribute  a  penny  or  a  halfpenny,  as  the 
case  might  be,  in  rates,  and  they  desired  to  do 
what  was  right. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— On  the  capital  or  annual 
value  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  depended  upon  what 
Bating  Act  they  worked  under.  In  some  oases 
the  local  bodies  rated  on  the  capital  value,  and 
in  others  on  the  annual  value.  That  was  a 
Committee  question,  and  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee  it  could  be  dealt  with.  To  delay  its 
passage  now  was  unreasonable.  They  had  had 
deputations  from  Canterbury,  Auckland,  and 
Wanganui  asking  for  this  power.  The  amount 
to  be  levied  could  be  limited,  and  a  maximum 
fixed.  The  Bill  meant  that  additional  burdens 
would  be  put  on  the  Qovemment,  and  conse- 
quently on  the  taxpayers  ;  and,  as  the  law  stood 
at  present,  there  was  a  deadlock.  He  would 
suggest  that  they  should  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
into  Committee.  The  Government  were  com- 
pelled to  ask  for  an  amendment  of  the  law  in 
the  direction  of  giving  the  local  bodies  power 
to  levy  a  small  rate.  In  some  districts  that 
power  would  not  be  exercised  at  all,  as  they 
could  afford  to  do  the  work  oat  of  the  ordinary 
rates.  That  was  the  position ;  and  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee  they  would  be  able  to 
make  some  adjustment  on  the  question,  and, 
if  some  reasonable  amendment  could  not  be 
made  to  meet  the  wishes  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  adjourn 
the  Bill  until  they  could  draw  up  some  clause 
that  would  satisfy  honourable  members.  He 
had  been  present  at  the  deputations  that  had 
waited  on  the  Minister  of  Education,  and  had 
read  the  reports  of  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals, 
and  in  the  case  of  some  hospitals  there  was 
a  dire  necessity  for  something  being  done,  and 
they  would  not  object  to  the  Bill.  He  would 
ask  the  House  to  let  the  Bill  go  into  Commit- 
tee, and  also  to  clear  other  Bills  off  the  Order 
Paper. 

Mr.  FBASEB  said,  after  the  promise  of  the 
Minister  to  accept  amendments  in  Committee 
limiting  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  he  would  sup- 
port it.  He  would  do  so  for  the  reason  that 
he  knew  something  about  these  institutions, 
having  been  connected  with  them  since  the  Act 
was  passed  in  1885.  The  law  as  it  stood  at 
present  was  not  on  a  proper  footing,  and  the 
erection  of  necessary  buildings  was  delayed. 
Be  did  not  think  they  should  nave  laws  which 
they  were  obliged  to  break;  yet  the  Boards 
were  continually  forced  into  this  position. 
Amendments  could  be  made  in  Committee 
which  would  meet  most  of  the  objections, 
especially  the  one  with  regard  to  limiting  the 


amount  of  the  rate.  He  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  further,  as  he  presumed  the  Bill 
would  be  committed,  and  then  would  be  the 
time  for  discussing  it. 

Mr.  McNAB  intended  to  support  the  second 
reading,  but  he  would  not  detain  the  House 
long.  He  came  from  that  part  of  the  colony 
where  the  difficulty  first  arose,  as  it  was 
at  Invercargill  that  the  learned  Judge  first 
pointed  it  out.  They  generally  liked  to  sea 
both  sides  receive  fair-play,  and,  although  he 
did  not  agree  with  those  who  were  opposing 
the  Bill,  still  he  did  not  think  it  should  ba 
stated,  because  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  did  not  feel  quite  pleased  with  its  recep- 
tion, that  honourable  members  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  lives  of  the  people  in  the  hos- 
pitals if  the  measure  did  not  pass.  He  would 
like  to  tell  the  House  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  difficulty  arose.  After  what  had 
been  said,  honourable  members  would  he  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  the  argument  in  this  case 
before  the  Judge  took  place  on  the  2nd  De- 
cember, 1889,  and  the  judgment  was  given  by 

.-  oQ  that  Judge  on  the  13th  January,  1890, 
■  so  that  it  was  very  nearly  five  years 
since  the  decision  was  given.  He  thought  it 
was  hardly  fair  to  taunt  honourable  members 
now  who  opposed  the  Bill  with  being  respon- 
sible for  the  lives  of  those  who  died  in  the 
hospitals. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  this  state  of  things  had 
grown  up  gradually. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  it  had  culminated  in  the 
decision  of  the  Judge  on  the  13th  January,  1890. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  originated  then. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  read  the  case  he  would  see 
that  the  origin  of  it  took  place  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  faots  which  culminated  in  the 
Judge's  decision. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  also  could  not  understand  why 
there  should  be  any  opposition  to  tliis  Bill. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  very  plain.  It  hod 
been  known  for  many  years  that  the  Hospital 
Boards  could  not  get  possession  of  sufficient 
money  to  pay  for  what  was  termed  "hospital 
maintenance."  One  of  the  most  important 
things,  he  submitted,  was  the  maintenance  of 
hospital  property,  and  the  local  bodies  ought  to 
have  power  to  erect  buildings,  and  additional 
buildings  if  necessary.  How,  the  Judge  who 
heard  the  case  to  which  reference  hod  been 
mode  gave  his  judgment,  he  thought,  on  a 
rather  narrow  view  of  the  subject :  he  thought 
"  maintenance  "  meant  maintaining  the  exist- 
ing buildings,  and  not  the  maintenance  of  a 
hospital.  He  (Sir  R.  Stout)  did  not  understand 
why  honourable  members  objected  to  this  Bill. 
The  reason  why  it  was  brought  in  was  perfectly 
apparent,  and  quite  right.  They  could  not 
expect  the  General  Government  to  give  money 
out  of  public  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
hospitals.  They  must  raise  such  money  locally, 
and  the  best  course  to  take  v/as  not  to  limit  it 
to  any  amount,  but  to  give  power  to  the  local 
authorities  to  borrow  for  a  short  term — say, 
five  or  six  years — in  order  that  the  moneys  re- 
quired for  putting  up  the  buildings  might  be 
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spread  over  that  period,  so  that  principal  and 
interest  would  have  to  be  paid,  say,  within  a 
term  of  five  years. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— But  we  are  not  allowed 
to  borrow. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  power  for  that  purpose 
could  be  put  in  the  Bill  in  Committee.  He 
could  not  understand  why  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts should  object  to  contribute  to  the  hospi- 
tals in  the  towns,  seeing  that  they  insured  for 
their  sick  proper  and  reasonable  hospitals  being 
erected  for  that  purpose.  The  fact  was  that 
just  as  many  sick  people  came  in  from  the 
country  districts  relatively  to  the  population  as 
from  the  towns,  and,  in  fact,  more.  Of  course 
in  some  hospital  and  charitable -aid  districts 
there  were  small  hospitals  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts ;  they  had,  for  instance,  a  hospital  in  the 
Wairarapa,  although  that  district  was  included 
in  the  Charitable-aid  District  of  Wellington, 
and  there  might  be  cases  coming  from  Waira- 
rapa to  Wellington,  for  in  this  central  insti- 
tution they  had  a  large  staff  and  every  con- 
venience they  could  expect  for  the  treatment 
of  diseases,  and  the  people  would  be  properly 
attended  to  in  it.  Ee  thought  it  was  a  fair 
charge  to  put  on  the  local  bodies  to  meet  this 
expenditure ;  they  could  not  expect  that  the 
central  Government  could  pay  for  all  these 
local  burdens.  There  seemed  to  him  to  be 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  honourable 
members  to  demand  that  everything  should  be 
put  on  the  oentraJ  Government — that  it  should 
find  all  the  money  that  was  required  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  for  every  conceivable  thing — water- 
races  and  so  forth. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— But  the  people  find  the 
money. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  Yes,  the  people  found  the 
money  out  of  loans.  By  the  system  of  borrow- 
ing he  proposed,  thoy  would  cast  the  burden  on 
the  local  people,  who  wanted  hospitals,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  it  was  an  unfair  burden. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.  — Their  credit  is  at  an 
end. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  their  credit  wovild  be 
revived,  inasmuch  as  this  was  tho  era  of  cheap 
borrowing;  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  get- 
ting everything  they  wanted  cheaply. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— You  said  we  should  not 
borrow. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  had  said  that  if  they  borrowed 
for  this  purpose  it  should  be  for  only  a  short 
period,  and  in  five  or  six  years  the  people  could 
repay  the  amount  borrowed.  He  did  not  think 
the  limit  named  by  the  Premier  was  too  high. 
If  they  put  a  halfpenny  rate  on  the  county  for 
a  hospital  there  would  be  an  outcry  against  it, 
Ee  understood  the  Premier  to  suggest  that  if  a 
sixpenny  rate  were  imposed  in  the  towns  there 
would  be  an  equally  strong  outcry  (igainst  put- 
ting on  such  a  rate  for  hospital  purposes.  He 
suggested  that  the  Minister  should  keep  to  his 
Bill  as  it  now  stood,  and  insert  a  ijew  clause 
in  Committee  providing  that  the  money  that 
required  to  be  expended  might  be  spread  over, 
say,  five  years.  Ue  was  glad  to  think  that,  so 
far  as  section  3  was  concerned,  that  seemed 
Sir  B.  Stout 


to  be  universally  agreed  to,  and  he  thoaght  it 
was  only  fair. 

hit.  BUCHANAN  said  surprise  had  been  ex- 
pressed that  there  should  be  such  opposition 
to  this  Bill.  Now,  the  honourable  gentlemso 
who  hod  just  sat  down  was  the  framer  of  the 
Charitable  Institutions  Act  which  was  now 
upon  the  statute-book,  and  if  he  had  not 
realised  now  he  never  would  realise  that  what 
hod  set  the  most  of  the  local  bodies  —  or, 
rather,  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers — upon 
edge  throughout  the  colony  was  that  they  had 
no  real  representation,  no  real  control  over  the 
expenditure. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— They  have. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  they  never  had,  and 
they  never  would  have  until  the  present  Act  wu 
wiped  off  the  statute-book.  They  found  them- 
selves mulcted  in  all  directions,  because  the 
administration  of  the  Act  was  in  the  hands  of 
people  who  were  not  directly  responsible  to 
them.  It  was  therefore  no  wonder  that  the 
Minister  that  night  had  found  this  determined 
opposition  against  his  Bill.  He  had  only  one 
word  more  to  say :  Eow  was  it,  if  the  situatios 
had  become  so  desperate,  that  there  had  beea 
this  delay  in  bringing  the  measure  in  ?  They 
had  now  been  in  session  nearly  four  months, 
and  there  was  surely  no  reason  for  delaying  it 
until  the  last  week  or  fortnight  of  the  session. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  have  introduced  it  a 
month  ago  if  he  had  had  a  chance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Government  had 
control  of  the  Order  Paper,  and  it  was  aston- 
ishing that  they  should  have  the  Bill  now 
before  them  under  the  circumstances  detailed 
by  the  Minister. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  found  it  necessary  to  vote 
against  the  Bill  —  at  all  events,  against  sec- 
tion 2,  which  conferred  a  rating-power  to  u 
almost  unlimited  extent ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
extent  of  rating  for  hospitals  and  charitable 
aid  being  so  heavy  in  the  city  districts,  he 
felt  he  could  not  consent,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, to  any  additional  burden  being  placed 
on  the  ratepayers.  Now,  the  Minister  in  chaige 
had  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Government 
had  to  provide  money  for  hospitals.  E« 
was  a  member  of  a  deputation  which  had 
waited  upon  the  Minister  for  Public  Wodo, 
asking  for  some  assistance  for  the  Christ- 
church  Hospital.  Unfortunately  they  werenot 
able  to  get  that  assistance ;  but  he  would  re- 
mind the  House  that,  while  Ghristchurch  and 
Wanganui  could  not  get  anything  of  this 
description,  —  not  to  mention  InvercargiD  or 
Auckland, — Dunedin  had  been  very  favourably 
treated.  It  had  had  a  considerable  amount 
given  to  it  by  way  of  grant  to  enable  it  to  pat 
up  its  hospital,  and  he  found  on  the  estimates 
for  this  year  they  had  these  appropriations: 
"  Heating  wards,  Dunedin  Hospital,  £7S0." 
Then,  on  the  public  works  estimates :  "  Dun- 
edin—Completion  new  surgical  wing,  £700"; 
"Dunedin — Female  refuge,  additions,  £700": 
making  a  total  of  £2,150  as  Government  ossiet- 
ance.  He  thought  that  if  the  Government 
could  find  money  to  send  down  to  the  southern 
capital  it  should  find  something  for  Christ- 
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charch  to  put  up  a  wing  there,  and  possibly 
for  some  of  the  hospitals  in  the  more  necessi- 
tous parts  of  the  colony.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House  longer.  He  regretted  he  could  not 
support  the  Minister  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  all  right ;  it  meant  kiU- 
ing  more  people  in  Christchurch. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  that,  as  pointed  out 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  if  it 
bad  taken  the  Minister  from  1890  up  till  the 
present  time  to  prevent  people  from  being 
killed,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  passing 
the  Bill  that  night.  He  oould  not  consent  to 
any  further  taxation  being  imposed  upon  the 
ratepayers. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  very  much  like 
the  Minister  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  kill- 
ing the  men,  women,  and  children  throughout 
the  colony.  The  remark  frightened  him  so 
much  that  he  went  out  and  goc  the  Inspector- 
General's  report,  and  hod  read  through  his 
remarks  on  the  various  hospitals.  He  could 
not  see  that  under  the  present  system  people 
were  being  killed  at  any  hospital.  In  fact, 
almost  every  hospital  was  well  spoken  of.  They 
knew  that  the  population  of  New  Zealand  was, 
unfortunately,  not  increasing ;  they  heard  of  a 
large  exodus  to  Coolgardie  and  elsewhere  ;  and 
yet  he  found  from  the  report  there  were  con- 
tinued additions  to  the  hospitals.  Nearly  all 
through  the  report  they  saw  references  to  ad- 
ditions to  the  hospitals.  Yet,  as  he  said,  while 
the  population  was  not  increasing,  the  hospital 
accommodation  was.  Where,  then,  was  the 
urgent  necessity  for  this  Bill?  It  was  this 
kind  of  speech  which,  as  far  as  he  could  judge, 
caused  every  one  to  wonder  what  was  really 
wrong',  the  inference  being  that  if  they  were 
not  led  into  passing  the  Bill  they  would  indi- 
vidually and  collectively  be  had  up  for  man- 
slaughter. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that,  while  he 
sympathized  very  much  with  the  honourable 
member  for  ilarsden  in  his  remarks  with  regard 
to  the  promise  made  by  the  Ministry  concerning 
a  reform  of  the  Charitable  Institutions  Act,  ho 
really  must  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  He  assured  honourable  members  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  it  so  far  as  Inver- 
cargill  was  concerned.  Dr.  MacGregor,  in  his 
reports  for  the  last  few  years,  had  condemned 
in  very  strong  terms  their  hospital  buildings. 
It  was  a  very  serious  matter  at  Invercargill, 
and  he  hoped  this  Bill  would  be  carried,  even 
with  a  limit.  They  had  got  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  hospital  accommodation,  and  could 
not  possibly  get  it,  owing,  as  the  Minister 
stated,  to  the  decision  given  by  Mr.  Justice 
Williams  in  this  case.  He  appealed  to  honour- 
able members,  if  they  did  not  wish  the  House 
to  vote  the  money  for  hospital  buildings,  to  give 
an  opportunity  to  people  who  were  badly  in 
want,  and  were  willing  to  tax  themselves  a 
little  more  to  provide  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  sick.  He  would  have  much  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  ■  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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negatived,    and    Bill   read 

second  time. 

COUNTIES  VEHICLE-LICENSING  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  simply  to  give  power  by 
Order  in  Council  to  extend  the  present  Act, 
which  had  worked  in  a  most  satisfactory  way 
ever  since  it  had  been  brought  into  operation. 

Jlr.  TANNER  said,  in  order  not  to  put  the 
Ministry  in  any  difSoulty  as  to  his  position,  he 
would  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months.  There  were  a 
number  of  new  members  in  the  House  who 
were  not  there  during  the  sessions  of  1892  and 
1893,  and  who  were  probably  not  conversant 
with  the  history  of  this  measure.  During  the 
session  of  1892  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  which  was  called  the  Westland  Counties 
Vehicles-licensing  Bill,  which  gave  power  to  a 
number  of  County  Councils  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  South  Island  that  were  in  a  somewhat 
impecunious  position  to  aid  their  revenues  by 
imposing  a  tax  on  vehicles. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  evidently  not  read  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  fortunately  he  had  read 
the  Bill  of  last  vear,  and  this  year's  also,  and 
knew  exactly  what  he  was  speaking  about.  He 
was  about  to  say  that  last  year  the  principle  of 
the  Act  passed  in  1892  was  extended,  and  a 
number  of  counties  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland,  througli  their  mem- 
bers, requested  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
might  be  applied  to  themselves.  A  Bill  was 
drafted  which  provided  that  those  powers  might 
be  given  to  the  County  Councils  in  the  northera 
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{>OTtion  of  the  Aucklajid  Province;  it  was 
passed  under  the  title  of  "^e  Counties  Ve- 
fiicle-licensing  Act,  1893,"  and  those  counties 
were  accordingly  satisfied.  During  the  dis- 
-cussion  tliat  took  place  last  year  some  mem- 
ber of  the  House — he  forgot  who  it  was — sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if 
the  Bill  were  so  extended  in  its  operation  as 
to  embrace  every  county  in  the  colony,  and  at 
that  point  he  (Mr.  Tanner)  entered  a  strong 
protest  against  it.  He  was,  fortunately,  suc- 
cessful. The  result  was  that  a  number  of 
counties  to  which  the  BiU  would  apply,  most 
of  them  being  hilly  and  broken  counties,  and 
very  difficult  country  for  the  making  and  main- 
tenance of  roads,  were  inserted  in  the  schedule 
which  was  attached  to  the  Bill;  but  the  rest 
of  the  colony  was  not  affected.  Of  all  the 
counties  in  the  colony  there  was  only  one  in 
the  interior  of  the  South  Island  which  at  the 
present  time  was  under  the  operation  of  the 
Act.  He  might  be  allowed  to  point  out,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  number  of  new  members  in 
the  House  who  were  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
that  there  was  such  a  difference  between  the 
various  portions  of  the  colony  with  regard  to 
the  road-making  that  he  was  justly  entitled 
to  claim  that  certain  portions  of  the  colony 
should  be  exempted.  He  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  inhabitants  of  various  counties 
in  the  colony  asking  for  these  powers  to  be 
conferred  on  their  County  Councils  if  they 
wished  to  be  taxed  in  the  manner  in  which 
be  believed  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern 
counties  of  the  South  Islsknd  and  particularly 
the  Buller  County  were  taxed — namely,  £2  lOs. 
for  a  pair  of  light  wheels  up  to  £12  lOs.  per 
annum— a  local  tax  which  bad  elicited  strong 
«xprcBsions  of  disapproval  from  the  farmers 
who  were  compelled  to  pay,  and  which  led  to  a 
special  resolution  being  passed  at  the  Agricul- 
tural Conference  held  in  Wellington  lately, 
calling  upon  Parliament  to  limit  the  operation 
of  the  Act  of  last  year.  If  the  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  wished  to  place  themselves  under 
restrictions  of  that  kind  he  was  quite  willing 
that  they  should  do  so.  But  he  would  point 
out  that  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  matters 
were  very  different.  From  the  level  nature  of 
the  country,  and  from  the  almost  inexhaustible 
supplies  of  shingle  in  the  river-beds,  the  roads, 
he  supposed,  were  in  a  better  state  of  efficiency 
than  in  most  parts  of  the  colony,  and  a  pro- 
posal of  this  kind,  to  license  vehicles  running 
upon  the  roads,  would  cause  a  general  feeling 
of  popular  irritation.  He  felt  so  strongly  on 
this  subject  that  he  should  oppose  the  Bill  in 
every  possible  way.  If  it  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  to  Committee  he  should  do  all  he  could 
to  get  Canterbury  exempted  from  its  operation. 
He  had  had  occasion  during  the  last  election 
contest  to  point  out  to  some  of  the  ratepayers 
in  his  district  that  a  Bill  of  this  nature  would 
subject  them  to  a  local  tax  of  a  very  annoying 
and  irritating  character,  and  he  found  there 
was  a  general  feeling  of  relief  that  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  had  not  been  extended  as  was  ori- 
ginally proposed  in  the  Act  of  1893.  He  con- 
sidered they  were  dealing  with  a  subject  which 
Mr.  Tanner 


demanded  more  serious  and  earnest  coosiders- 
tion  than  the  House  was  inclined  to  give  to 
it.  They  had  already  passed  one  Bill  that 
evening  which,  if  it  became  operative,  would 
impose  local  taxation  to  a  large  extent  upon 
the  people,  and  here  was  another  taxing  Bill 
within  a  few  minutes.  The  other  Bill  was  the 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill.  He 
knew  there  were  many  honourable  members  in 
the  House  who  looked  upon  that  Bill  with  dis- 
favour, including  himself,  for  he  thought  the 
subject  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  this  piece- 
meal fashion,  but  in  a  comprehensive  measure. 
He  felt  that  the  House  was  not  justified  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  when  the  nmn- 
ber  of  hours  to  the  end  of  the  session  coald 
almost  be  counted,  in  passing  two  Bills  in  a 
few  minutes — at  any  rate,  in  less  than  half  aa 
hour.  He  desired  to  enter  his  strong  protest 
against  the  forcing  of  this  kind  of  legislation 
.„Q  through  the  House.  The  Bill  had 
been  in  print  for  some  days,  but  the 
bulk  of  honourable  members  had  been  too 
much  occupied  with  Committee  -  work,  and 
looking  up  a  number  of  other  subjects,  to 
thoroughly  comprehend  what  was  proposed 
in  this  and  some  other  Bills  to  be  found  on 
the  Order  Paper.  If  they  allowed  this  BiU  to 
get  through,  and  the  various  County  Coon- 
cils  seized  upon  it  as  a  means  by  which  they 
might  replenish  their  coSers,  he  felt  quite  cer- 
tain that  most  of  the  country  members  would 
hear  of  it  again,  and  in  no  very  favouraUa 
terms,  from  their  constituents.  For  instance, 
there  were  honourable  members  from  South 
Canterbury  —  Pareora,  Rangitata,  KUesmere, 
Selwyn,  and  Ashburton  districts — to  whom  the 
passage  of  a  measure  of  this  kind  must  be  a 
matter  of  great  importance.  They,  like  him- 
self, would  have  to  meet  their  constituents. 
Amongst  their  constituents  were  large  num- 
bers of  small  farmers,  and  at  the  present  time 
the  position  of  the  farming  and  agricultural 
population,  especially  the  small  holders  of  land, 
was  not  one  of  such  a  brilliant  character  as 
to  justify  the  House  in  passing  in  the  course 
of  one  evening  two  Bills  which  imposed  ad- 
ditional taxation  upon  them.  In  his  own  dis- 
trict there  were  many  small  holders  of  sectitms 
up  to  twenty  acres,  but  all  had  their  vehicles 
to  run  their  produce  to  the  neighbouring  city, 
and  it  would  come  upon  them  as  a  disagree- 
able surprise  when  they  found  that  every  year 
thoy  would  be  compelled  to  put  their  hands  in 
their  pockets  and  pay  a  license  which,  if  this 
Bill  were  passed — which  he  trusted  would  not 
be  the  case — would  amount,  in  all  probability, 
to  £3  or  £4.  They  often  had  disciissions  m 
the  House  about  the  advisability  of  repealing 
the  tea  and  sugar  duties,  or  on  cognate  subjects, 
and  taking  off  what  wore  after  all  some  tnfling 
imposte  in  comparison  with  the  revival  of  sach 
a  barbarous  relic  of  medievalism  as  this.  This 
was  of  more  consequence  to  the  people  of  the 
colony — or,  at  least,  te  that  class  who  were 
compelled  to  keep  vehicles  —  than  the  sugar 
duty  could  be,  for  this  Bill  would  come  upon 
them  with  a  crushing  weight.  He  was  not 
prepared,  under  the  circumstances,  to  give  his 
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•apport  to  the  measure,  but  wotild  do  his  beat 
in  tne  other  direction. 

Mr.  McNAB  alao  intended  to  oppose  this 
Bill.  It  was  only  the  strong  opposition  which 
he  had  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  which  com- 
pelled him  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  and 
at  that  late  period  of  the  session  to  say  any- 
thing which  would  detain  the  House  even  for 
a  short  time.  He  thought,  if  he  pointed  out 
to  the  House  the  peculiar  application  which 
this  Bill  would  have,  the  House  would  hesi- 
tate before  it  brought  it  into  law.  At  the 
S resent  time  there  were  two  enactments  which 
ealt  with  the  licensing  of  vehicles  in  counties 
and  Bood  Board  districts.  S'irst  there  was  the 
Counties  Act,  which  provided  that  all  vehicles 
plying  for  hire  should  be  licensed.  In  the 
Public  Works  Bill  which  they  recently  passed 
there  was  a  provision  for  the  local  authority 
to  make  regulations  providing  for  imposing  a 
yearly  license-fee  on  any  vehicle  or  machine 
engaged  in  heavy  traffic.  Therefore  there  was 
at  the  present  time  power  given  to  the  local 
authorities  to  enforce  licenses  for  any  machine 
plying  for  hire,  whether  carrying  passengers 
or  goods,  and  the  local  bodies  were  able  to 
impose  license -fees  on  all  machines  carrying 
heavy  traffic.  Did  they  want  to  make  the 
people  to  pay  a  liceuse-fee  who  only  had  ma- 
chines to  carry  very  light  loads,  or  who  were 
using  light -running  buggies  on  the  public 
roads?  He  thought,  if  the  country  knew  they 
were  legislating  in  that  direction,  the  country 
would  cry  out  very  loudly  agsinst  it,  because 
he  thought  it  was  pressing  particularly  on  a 
section  of  the  people  who  were  not  doing  a 
very  heavy  trade  upon  the  roads.  Already 
all  those  who  used  the  roads  very  heavily 
had  to  be  licensed.  This  Bill  appeared  to 
him  only  to  reach  those  persons  who  only 
occasionally  used  the  roads.  If  the  provi- 
sions of  the  BUI  were  such  that  those  alone 
would  be  licensed  who  did  not  pay  rates,  then, 
he  thought,  the  position  could  be  defended. 
He  thought,  if  an  exemption  were  made  in  the 
case  of  those  who  paid  rates,  there  might  bo 
some  justification  for  passing  the  Bill ;  but  in 
the  form  in  which  it  was  at  the  present  time, 
being  the  revival  of  an  Act  which  contained 
the  sections  he  had  mentioned,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill  strongly.  Already 
the  country  settlers  suffered  under  sufficient 
lestrictioDS  without  Parliament  pressing  any 
more  burdens  upon  them.  They  were  not  cry- 
ing out  for  burdeos,  but  they  were  crying  out 
for  relief.  They  were  crying  out  for  bread, 
and  he  was  afraid  the  Government  were  cast- 
ing them  a  stone. 

Mr.  SEDOON  said  honourable  members 
might  be  entirely  misled  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  spoken.  If  this  were  not  the 
close  of  the  session,  and  their  supporters  were 
not  helping  them  to  kill  their  Bills  by  "  three 
months  "  and  "  six  months,"  he  might  say  the 
Government  were  getting  on  very  rapidly,  and 
were  getting  very  much  nearer  home.  This 
was  only  No.  4  on  the  Order  Paper  for  that  day, 
and  no  further  work  oould  be  done  that  night. 


That  was  not  a  very  good  day's  record.  There- 
were  no  objections  taken  against  this  Bill  at 
all  except  what  were  Committee  objections,, 
and  objections  which,  he  might  say,  were  en- 
tirely unfounded.  If  the  honourable  member 
had  looked  at  the  original  Act,  or  read  this 
Bill,  he  would  have  seen  that  it  was  only  by 
Order  in  Council  that  the  Act  was  brought  into 
operation.  If  that  was  not  clear,  the  honour- 
able member  could  make  it  clear,  or  the  Bill 
could  be  made  to  be  brought  into  operation  by 
special  resolution  of  the  local  authority.  That 
was  the  intention  of  the  Bill.  If  the  local 
body  of  the  district,  who  were  the  representa- 
tives of  the  ratepayers,  desired  that  they 
should  have  this  by-law,  why  should  they  not 
have  it?  It  was  permissive,  and  it  was  bene- 
ficial. If  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  it 
should  be  subject  to  a  vote  of  the  ratepayers, 
he  had  no  objection  to  that.  The  district  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Avon  verged,  as  it 
were,  on  several  Road  Board  districts,  and  some 
difficulty  might  arise  in  consequence  ;  but  why 
should  the  honourable  gentleman,  because  of 
the  peculiar  situation  of  his  district,  deprive 
other  counties  of  the  benefit  of  this  legisla- 
tion? The  honourable  gentleman  was  most 
selfish  in  his  objection  to  the  Bill.  He  would 
tell  the  House  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  First 
of  all  this  measure  was  co  be  brought  into  force 
by  the  Governor  in  Council  empoweriag  the 
local  authorities  to  make  any  of  these  by- 
laws. At  the  present  time  there  were  people 
getting  their  living  on  the  roads — using  miles 
and  miles  of  roads,  and  paying  nothing  what- 
ever for  repairing  them.  They  were  plying  for 
hire.  This  Bill  would  entitle  the  county  to 
compel  the  owners  of  such  vehicles  to  pay 
license-fees.  In  some  districts  there  were  toll- 
gates,  which  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  bar- 
barous and  most  expensive  way  of  collecting 
money.  This  Bill  abolished  altogether  the 
necessity  for  toll-gates.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  that  a 
County  Council,  in  making  these  by-lawa,  had 
the  power  of  exempting  the  ratepayers  if  it 
thought  fit.  The  Bill  was  entirely  permissive. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  inter- 
jected that  a  fee  of  ten  guineas  might  be 
charged.  He  might  mention  that  there  were 
people  in  the  Borough  of  Wes^ort  who  had 
eight-  and  ten-ton  wagons,  and  who  carried 
produce  from  Westport  to  a  place  at  some  dis- 
tance, using  thirty  miles  of  the  county  roads, 
smashing  bridges  and  cuttmg  up  the  roods,  and 
who  paid  nothing  whatever  to  the  county  funds. 
This  Bill  was  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
districts  and  the  ratepayers.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon  had  consulted  him  or  read  the 
Bill  he  would  not  have  moved  the  amendment. 
The  Government  had  very  good  reason  to  com- 
plain of  a  surprise  motion  like  that  on  a  very 
useful  measure.  If  the  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  amend  it  so- 
as  to  make  it  clear  that  it  was  entirely  permis- 
sive, and  that  full  powers  should  be  given  to  the 
local  authorities,  if  they  thought  proper,  to- 
exempt  ratepayers.  He  wanted  to  make  it  a 
good  and  workable  measure.     It  was,  in  the 
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interest  of  Canterbary  and  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  absolutely  necessary  to  get  the  Bill  on 
the  statute-book. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  persist  in  attempting  to 
pass  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  was 
sure  that  members  of  the  House  would  very 
much  object  to  any  further  facilities  for  taxa- 
tion in  the  country  districts,  which  was  already, 
as  he  well  knew,  very  heavy.  This  was  but 
another  plan  by  which  temptation  would  be 
put  in  the  way  of  local  bodies  to  further  harass 
the  unfortunate  ratepayers.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  an  instance  of  hoavy 
wagons  of  ten  tons  going  from  Westport  to  the 
Lyell ;  but  he  knew  very  well  that  the  County 
Council  whose  roads  were  injured  by  the  pas- 
sage of  these  heavy  wagons  had  power,  through 
their  by-laws,  to  limit  the  weight  carried  and 
to  regulate  the  width  of  their  tires.  And,  after 
all,  whose  work  were  these  wagons  doing? 
Why,  in  most  instances,  the  work  of  the  coun- 
try settlers ;  and  as  soon  as  the  carriers  were 
taxed  they  would  necessarily  have  to  raise 
their  rates  in  order  to  pay  their  way.  The 
same  argument  applied  to  this  as  to  tolls.  It 
might  be  said  it  was  optional ;  but  what  would 
happen?  One  local  body  would  begin  to  tax, 
and  then  would  como  retaliation  all  round. 
They  could  not  possibly  prevent  a  local  body 
from  adopting  the  Act,  and,  as  soon  as  one  did, 
then  the  others  would  be  compelled  to  do  so 
in  self-defence.  They  knew  how  easy  it  was  to 
'Set  local  bodies  as  well  as  ratepayers  fighting, 
and  they  did  not  want  to  see  this  Bill  on  the 
statute-book.  The  Premier  knew  very  well  that 
the  Bill  of  last  year  was  designed  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  gumfields,  where  there  was 
DO  rateable  property,  and  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  provide  some  means  for  raising  reve- 
nue ;  and  in  outlying  country  districts,  where 
there  was  much  Native  land,  the  same  neces- 
sity existed.  But  as  for  applying  it  to  ordinary 
country  districts,  where  the  land  was  mostly 
rateable,  there  was  not  the  slightest  necessity 
for  it,  and  he  should  therefore  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  was  afraid  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be  far 
better  to  bring  in  the  old  toll  system  straight 
away.  He  could  not  see  how  it  could  work 
well.  There  were  adjoining  counties.  This 
year  they  had  passed  the  Levels  County  Act, 
and  that  county  had  a  market-town — Timaru 
— which  belonged  to  the  settlers  north  as  far 
as  Geraldine ;  consequently  they  would  have  to 
pass  through  Levels  County  to  get  to  Timaru. 
Now,  the  Levels  County  might  adopt  this  Act 
and  the  Geraldine  County  might  not,  and, 
•consequently,  the  one  county  would  be  paying 
the  other  one's  rates  while  not  using  its  roods 
"Very  much.  He  doubted  very  much  whether 
by-laws  could  be  passed  so  as  to  exempt  certain 
ratepayers,  and  therefore  they  must  either  all 
be  taxed  or  none.  He  remembered  how  this 
Jcind  of  licensing  acted  in  the  Old  Country 
when  he  was  a  boy.  At  one  time  a  man  could 
not  ride  in  a  spring-cart  if  he  had  not  as  much 
money  as  bis  neighbour,  but  had  to  be  jolted 
-on  a  pair  of  trusses ;  because  springs  were  taxed. 
Mr.  Seddon 


He  did  not  think  they  wanted  to  go  back  to 
that  state  of  things,  and  he  thought  it  wcnld 
be  much  better  to  establish  tolls  at  once  thu 
to  adopt  this  Act.  He  would  like  to  see  Us 
way  to  support  the  measure,  but  he  could  not 
support  n  Bill  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BUDDO  thought  there  was  very  little 
use  for  this  short  amendment  at  all,  and 
wanted  to  know  what  particular  district  re- 
quired it.  They  had  provisions  in  the  vari- 
ous Acts  already  passed  for  nearly  every  case 
that  could  come  under  such  a  system  as  thit. 
There  was  a  provision  that  had  been  mea- 
tioned  by  the  honourable  member  for  Matann, 
giving  full  power  regarding  width  of  tires,  and 
the  weight  of  load  to  be  token  on  vehicles. 
Then,  again,  the  Counties  Act  very  clearly 
defined  the  position  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion. He  thought  it  undesirable  to  put  thin 
Bill  on  the  statute-book.  Probably  it  would 
injuriously  aSect  the  small  holders,  who  woald 
have  more  vehicles  carrying  ou  business  thsn 
the  holders  of  large  areas  of  land.  He  pre- 
sumed it  would  be  said  they  could  very  well 
guard  themselves,  having  the  voting-power,  or, 
at  least,  being  the  more  numerous ;  but  if  it 
was  enacted  by  a  local  body  that  these  vehicle! 
should  be  licensed  he  had  no  doubt  the  snisll 
holder  would  suffer.  This  was  also  entirelr 
opposed  to  the  system  already  in  vogue  among 
local  bodies,  of  rating  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing their  roads.  There  was  also  the  other  sidt 
of  the  question  that  had  not  been  entered  into. 
He  did  not  think  the  measure  would  be  verj 
much  use  to  the  local  bodies,  and  certainly 
would  be  less  use  to  the  ratepayers,  because 
if  the  carriei's  had  to  pay  a  license  they  would 
charge  it  on  the  freight,  and  therefore  the  rate- 
payers would  have  to  pay  all  the  same.  Whj 
they  should  put  such  a  measure  on  the  statute- 
book  he  did  not  know.  It  must  be  to  aflect 
some  district  in  particular;  and,  if  that  was  so, 
why  not  have  a  local  Bill  to  deal  with  it,  instesd 
of  a  general  one? 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  tho  Premier  introducing  this  Bill  without 
any  remarks.  Efforts  had  been  made  durinf 
the  last  two  years  to  put  a  similar  Act  in  open- 
tion  in  the  district  he  represented,  but  eveij 
County  Council  there  found  that  its  by-Uwt 
under  that  Act  were  ultra  vires.  They  h»d 
been  tried  in  Court  on  several  occasions,  and 
the  County  Council  got  tho  worst  of  it.  He 
had  no  doubt  this  Bill  was  brought  in  specially 
to  enable  the  County  Council  of  the  Bailer 
to  make  legal  by-laws.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
could,  no  doubt,  give  an  elaborate  explanation 
of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  in  the  West  Coist 
counties.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  then 
a  few  months  ago  and  travelled  through  the  fonr 
West  Coast  counties,  he  and  another  gentle- 
man, who  was  an  ex-member  of  this  House, 
and  made  themselves  liable  for  something  like 
sixty  or  seventy  guineas  for  licenses.  No  doubt 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  if  he  considered  the 
question,  would  know  how  the  thing  worked 
on  the  West  Coast.  The  operation  of  the  Act 
there  was  this :  that  for  a  four-horse  coach  yon 
had  to  pay  ten  goineas  to  every  county.    The 
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hononrable  gentleman  had  travellecl  through 
three  counties,  and  found  he  waa  liable  to 
something  like  sixty  or  seventy  guineas.  He 
(Mr.  B.  McKenzie)  had  introduced  a  deputation 
to  him,  trying  to  get  that  Act  repealed.  The 
Minister  of  Mines  went  down  shortly  after- 
vraids  by  the  mail-coach,  and  after  he  arrived 
at  Westport  he  had  occasion  to  go  to  Charles- 
ton with  the  same  coach.  On  the  Charleston 
Boad  the  coachman  had  not  the  contract  for 
the  mails,  and  when  he  came  back  the  tax- 
collector  was  waiting  to  collect  ten  guineas 
from  him  for  being  away  with  the  coach  some 
five  or  six  hours  without  a  license.  That  was 
the  way  the  Act  operated  in  that  district.  Any 
«ne  who  wanted  to  go  from  the  Buller  County 
to  Inangahua  had  to  pay  £2  10s.  as  a  fee  for  a 
single  buggy,  and  for  a  buggy  and  pair  some 
£5.  He  had  no  doubt  if  this  Bill  was  brought 
into  operation  it  would  work  like  that  all  over 
the  colony.  He  bad  several  letters  and  peti- 
tions sent  him  on  the  matter, — which  he  had 
presented  to  the  Government, — asking  him  to 
get  the  Act  on  the  statute-book  referring  to 
the  four  West  Coast  counties  repealed.  These 
four  counties  had  been  made  the  scapegoat  of 
the  colony  daring  many  years  for  experimental 
legislation.  The  Government  had  promised  a 
Local  Government  Bill  next  session,  and,  if 
they  were  anxious  to  have  this  Bill  put  on  the 
statute-book,  that  would  be  the  opportunity  for 
it.  There  had  been  sufficient  provision  made 
in  the  Public  Works  Act  in  connection  with 
this  matter  to  last  for  a  year,  and  therefore  it 
was  a  mistake  to  bring  this  Bill  forward  at  pre- 
sent. They  should  reconsider  the  question,  and 
withdraw  the  measure  from  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  would  have  much  pleasure  in 
voting  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
If  he  were  the  iliniater  he  certainly  would  hesi- 
tate to  pass  such  a  measure.  It  seemed  to  him 
to  be  simply  tinkering  with  legislation.  If  the 
Government  were  driven  to  straits  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  revenue  for  local  bodies,  then 
why  in  the  name  of  common-sense  did  they  not 
revert  to  the  tollgate  system  ?  That,  obnoxious 
as  it  would  be,  would  be  preferable  to  this.  A 
few  years  ago  they  had  on  the  West  Coast 
iwhat  was  called  the  gold  duty,  and,  although 
he  could  not  say  that  he  looked  upon  the  gold 
duty  as  being  an  equitable  means  cf  providing 
revenue,  it  certainly  was  preferable  to  anything 
the  Premier  had  propounded  since  its  abolition. 
He  might  say  there  had  been  no  more  sturdy 
opponent  of  the  gold  duty  than  the  Premier. 
Time  after  time  he  had  spoken  and  voted 
against  its  retention,  and  finally,  mainly  by 
bis  efforts,  it  was  abolished.  Since  then  the 
local  bodies  on  the  West  Coast  bad  been  in  a 
state  of  impecuiiosity,  and  the  Premier  had 
repeatedly  promised  to  provide  some  substitute 
for  it ;  but,  instead  of  seeing  that  something 
substantial  was  done,  he  had  given  them  no- 
thing but  mere  scraps,  such  as  the  Bill  now 
before  them.  The  Premier  would  be  far  more 
logical  if  he  went  back  to  the  tollgate  or  to 
the  window-tax;  neither  of  them  would  be 
more  oppressive  than  the  vehicle-tax.  It  was 
ridiculona,  and   he  ooold  assoie  honourable 


members  that  there  was  no  more  obnoxious 
thing  on  the  West  Coast  than  the  imposition 
of  a  vehicle-tax  by  the  local  bodies.  He  ven- 
tured to  say,  if  the  question  were  put  to  the 
people,  nine- tenths  of  them  would  vote  against 
it.  The  most  preposterous  cases  had  arisen 
since  this  provision  had  been  availed  of  by  the 
local  bodies,  a  few  samples  of  which  had  been 
related  to  the  House  by  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  the  Buller.  He  would  certainly 
vote  against  the  second  reading,  and  he  hoped 
the  majority  of  the  House  would  reject  it. 

q  QQ  Mr.  MILLAR  said  he  would  support 
'  the  Bill  if  it  applied  to  Borough  and 
County  Councils,  because  he  knew  one  borough 
which  owned  a  large  extent  of  main  road  that 
was  entirely  used  by  country  settlers.  They 
had  four  miles  of  this  road,  and  the  ratepayers 
of  the  borough  were  compelled  to  maintain  it. 
It  was  only  under  such  a  system  as  this  that 
the  counties  could  be  made  to  maintain  these 
roads.  When  the  ratepayers  of  boroughs  were 
taxed  to  keep  up  these  roads,  he  thouglic  it  was 
high  time  that  some  such  equitable  system  as 
this  was  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
the  counties  to  assist  in  maintaining  these 
roads.  , 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  the  last  speaker  had 
entirely  met  his  circumstances.  The  Premier 
had  said  that  the  injuries  caused  by  vehicles 
travelling  over  the  roads  were  paid  for  out  of 
county  rates,  but  the  last  speaker  had  shown 
that  it  wa.s  possible  for  the  reverse  to  be  the 
case.  This  was  one  of  those  things  which 
must  exist;  why,  then,  should  they  interfere 
in  the  matter?  They  should  let  the  counties 
and  boroughs  work  together,  according  to  the 
situation  and  circumstances  that  existed. 
Why  should  the  Governor  in  Council  indicate 
and  regulate  their  duties  ?  .^s  hod  been  said 
by  the  last  speaker,  the  borough  authorities 
had  to  go  into  Road  Board  districts  for  road- 
metal  for  their  streets  and  footpaths,  and  a 
Board  in  his  district  had  made  regulations  that 
vehicles  were  not  to  go  over  the  roads  unless 
they  had  tires  4in.  wide.  Seeing  that  all  these 
regulations  had  prevailed,  and  that  the  counties 
and  boroughs  were  working  together  according 
to  their  circumstances,  why  should  they  intro- 
duce such  a  measure  as  this  ?  It  did  not  seem 
to  suit  the  boroughs,  and  according  to  some 
members  it  did  not  seem  to  suit  the  counties, 
and  therefore  the  measure  did  not  seem  to  be 
required. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  very  much  surprised 
that  members  from  the  West  Coast  should  ob- 
ject to  this  Bill.  They  had  been  continually 
applying  to  the  Government  to  keep  up  the 
bridges  and  keep  the  roads  open  ;  and,  if  they 
objected  to  any  taxation  of  this  kind,  how 
could  they  expect  the  colony  to  maintain  the 
roods  for  them?  He  was  afraid  they  were  in 
the  wrong  box.  If  honourable  members  would 
look  at  the  estimates  they  would  see  large  pro- 
vision there  made  from  the  general  revenue  of 
the  colony  to  maintain  main  roads  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  also  to  put  bridges  in  re- 
pair, and  assist  them  in  all  sorts  of  ways ; 
and,  if  they  objected  to  things  of  this  sort. 
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he  WAS  afraid  they  would  not  get  the  money. 
Complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Government 
during  the  last  year  about  the  heavy  wagons 
used  over  those  bridges — wagons  which  were 
too  heavy  for  the  bridges  in  that  part  of  the 
colony — and  the  Government  were  informed 
that  these  wagons  were  in  danger  of  going 
through  the  bridges ;  and,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers must  know,  the  Government  had  assisted 
to  repair  some  of  these  bridges  until  the 
House  met,  and  until  a  further  vote  oould 
be  taken  to  maintain  the  bridges  and  the 
roads.  He  thought  it  was  fair  to  the  local 
bodies  that  this  fact  should  be  recognised. 
What  better  position  would  honourable  mem- 
bers be  in  if  the  Bill  were  thrown  out? 
Throwing  the  Bill  out  would  not  help  them 
a  bit.  The  Bill  was  permissive ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  very  hard  upon  a  large  num- 
ber of  ratepayers  that  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  rates  and  get  no  assistance  from 
a  number  of  people  who  used  these  roads. 
In  many  cases  sawmill  proprietors  and  others 
had  wagons  which  were  continually  using  the 
country  roads  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away 
timber,  lime,  and  so  forth,  and  they  paid  no- 
thing at  all  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
they  went  over.  The  Government  would  not 
bring  the  Act  into  force  until  such  time  as  the 
County  Councils  and  local  bodies  asked  them 
to  do  so,  and  it  was  entirely  in  their  hands  to 
do  what  they  thought  right  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MASLIN  intended  to  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  he  did  not 
see  how  it  could  be  amended  to  make  it  an 
Moeptable  measure.  If  restricted  to  County 
Councils  it  would  not  be  so  objectionable,  but 
every  Road  Board  district  and  town  district 
where  the  Counties  Act  was  not  in  force  had 
power  to  levy  a  tax  under  this  Bill.  In  one 
part  of  his  district  there  were  five  Boards, 
and,  if  the  Bill  passed,  each  one  of  them  would 
have  power  to  impose  a  tax  on  vehicles  which 
passed  through  the  Board's  district  to  get  into 
town.  It  was  a  measure  to  tax  farmers  and 
every  other  person  who  used  the  roads,  and  he 
thought  it  decidedly  objectionable,  and  would 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  would  give  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  Bill,  because  ho  considered  it  was 
in  the  interests  of  the  settlers.  The  settlers  had 
suffered  very  severely  through  heavy  wagons 
laden  with  timber  and  other  goods  passing  over 
their  roads ;  and  he  should  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  intended  to  make  it 
very  clear  that  the  Bill  was  permissive. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Ayes,  31. 

Carncross 

Hogg 

Mills 

Camell 

Houston 

Mitchelson 

Carroll 

Joyce 

Morrison 

Collins 

Kelly.  W. 

Parata 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Pinkerton 

Karnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Beeves 

Fraser 

McLacblan 

Seddon 

HaU 

Millar 

Smith,  E.  M 

Mr.  J.  llcKemie 

Stevens 

Ward 

TOUn. 

Steward 

Willis. 

Iiawiy 

Thompson 

Noes,  25. 

McGuire. 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

O'Began 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Russell,  G.  W 

Buddo 

Lang 

Saunders 

Buick 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith.  G.J. 

Crowther 

MasUn 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

Massey 

Graham ' 

McKenzie,  B. 

Tellen. 

Green 

Meredith 

MoNab 

Guinness 

Montgomery 

Tanner. 

Faibs. 
Wor.  Agaimt. 

Cadman  Dnthie 

Lamach  Harris 

Mackintosh.  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Majority  for,  6. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

IN  COUCITTRB. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause :  "  Any  vehiole  lioensed  in 
any  county,  town  district,  or  borough  will  be 
exempt  from  paying  any  license -fee  in  uj 
other  county,  town  district,  or  borough." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  11. 

Allen 

Graham 

O'Began. 

Buchanan 

Maslin 

Tallera. 

Duncan 

MoNab 

McKenzie,  R. 

Earnshaw 

Montgomery     Tanner. 

Nobs,  35. 

Bell 

Hutchison, 

G.   Morrison 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Buick 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Camell 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Seddon 

Carroll 

Massey 

Smith,  E.  H. 

Crowther 

MoGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Flatman 

McGuire 

Stevens 

Fraser 

McKenzie, 

J.      Ward 

Green 

McLachlan 

WillU. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Tellen. 

Hogg 

Mills 

Joyce 

Houston 

Mitchelson 
Paibs. 

Millar. 

For 

Agaitat. 

Button 

Steward 

Duthie 

Cadman 

Harris 

Lamaoh 

Kelly,  J 

.W. 

Mackintosh 

Lang 

Beeves 

ToAo. 

Carncross. 

Majority  against,  24. 

Clause  negatived. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  add  the^ 
following  new  clause :  "  This  Act  shall  ban 
no  application  to  the  Proviuoial  District  of 
Canterbury." 

The   Committee  divided  on   the 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.' 
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Ayis,  14. 

Allen 

Flatman 

Smith,  G.  3. 

Bell 

Hall-Jones 

Tanner. 

Baddo 

Maslin 

Tellers. 

DoDcan 

MoNab 

Buchanan 

E&mshaw 

Meredith 

Montgomery 

Noes,  SI. 

Buiok 

KeUy,  W. 

Mitohelson 

Carnell 

Lawry 

Parata 

CUTOll 

Maokenale, 

T.   Pinkerton 

Growther 

Massey 

Seddon 

Frasei 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Graham 

MoQuire 

Ward 

Oreen 

MoKenzie, 

}.     WiUis. 

Hall 

McKenzie, 

B. 

Hoaston 

MoLaohlan 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  O. 

Millar 

Morrison 

Joyce 

Mills 

Paies. 

O'Began. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Button 

Steward 

Datbie 

Cadman 

Harris 

Lamach 

Kelly,  J 

.  W. 

Mackintosh 

Lang 

Beeves 

Saunders 

Collins 

TeAo. 

Carncross. 

Majority  against,  17. 

Clause  negatived. 

Mr.  MILLAB  moved  to  add  the  following 
new  clause  :  "  All  powers  granted  under  '  the 
Counties  Vehicle-licensing  Act,  1898,'  and  this 
Act,  to  Town  Boards,  Road  Boards,  or  County 
Councils  may  be  exercised  by  any  Borough 
Council." 

Clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FRASER  moved  to  add  the  following 
new  clause :  "  The  word  '  vehicle '  in  '  The 
Counties  Vehicle  -  licensing  Act,  1893,'  shall 
not  include  any  gig,  spriog-cart,  or  similar 
class  of  conveyance." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ates,  13. 

Allen 

Flatman 

Smith,  G.  J 

Buchanan 

Hall 

Buddo 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tellers. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  B. 

Hall-Jones 

Earnshaw 

Montgomery 
Noes,  23. 

Maslin. 

Bell 

McGowan 

Parata 

Buick 

McQuire 

Pinkerton 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Soddon 

Carroll 

MoLachlan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McNab 

WUlis. 

Joyce 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Millar 

Mills 

Massey 

Morrison 

Tanner. 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Button 

Steward 

Dnthie 

Cadman 

Green 

Ward 

Harris 

Larnaofa 

Lang 

Reeves 

Saunders 

Collins 

TeAo. 

Carncross 

Majority  against,  10. 

Clause  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  SBDDON  moved,  That  the  amendments 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  amendments  be  agreed  to  that  day 
month.  He  thought  that  would  give  honour- 
able members  time  to  think  over  the  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  seconded  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  and 
wished  to  enter  his  emphatic  protest  against  a 
trumpery  Bill,  which  the  Premier  must  know 
should  not  be  put  on  the  statute-hook,  and,  if 
it  were,  would  be  a  burlesque  on  legislation, 
forced  as  it  was  through  the  House  at  that 
hour  of  the  morning.  The  Premier  had  all 
through  the  session  driven  members  beyond 
endurance,  without  either  reason  or  justifica- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  done  his  best  in 
the  interests  of  bis  constituents  to  prevent  the 
Bill  from  being  passed,  and,  having  done  so, 
could  do  no  more. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  it  was  fadr  that  those 
honourable  members  who  had  been  there  all 
the  time  endeavouring  to  make  the  Bill  a  good 
workable  measure  should  now  have  their  work 
postponed  for  a  month.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  fair,  and  it  was  not  his  fault  that  they  had 
not  gone  home  three  hours  before.  He  had 
accepted  all  reasonable  amendments,  with  a 
view  to  getting  the  Bill  through,  and  he  could 
not  help  it  if  the  honourable  member  for  VVai- 
rarapa  would  make  a  burlesque  of  the  matter. 
It  was  a  pity  that  at  a  certain  time  in  the 
morning  the  honourable  gentleman  got  into 
the  frame  of  mind  he  generally  did,  and  the 
only  solution  that  he  could  suggest  would  be 
that  if  there  were  an  attraction  that  would 
take  the,  honourable  gentleman  out  of  the 
House  earlier  in  the  evening  they  would  not 
be  troubled  with  him,  and  he  would  not  then 
be  taking  part  in  what  he  called  a  burlesque. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  amendments  be  considered  forthwith." 


Ayes,  17. 

Carnell 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Seddon 

Hall 

McNab 

Stevens 

Joyce 

Millar 

Willis. 

Lawry 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

McGowan 

Morrison 

MoLaohlan 

McGuire 

Parata 
Nobs,  12. 

Mills. 

Buiok 

Maslin 

Tanner. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  R. 

TeUers. 

Earnshaw 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Flatman 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan. 

Hall-Jones 

Paibs. 

For 

Against. 

Cadman 

Duthie 

Carncross                     Te  Ao 

Collins 

Saunders 

Houston 

Mackenzie,  T. 
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Lamaoh 

Harris 

Reevea 

Lang 

Steward 

Button 

Ward. 

Green. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Uotion  agreed  to. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  BiU  be  road  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  had  now  entered  a  fair 
protest  against  this  Bill,  and  it  was  because 
the  small  boroughs  had  brought  this  into  opera- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  levying  taxation  on  the 
country  settlers ;  and  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  setting  country  against  town,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  of  worry  and  trouble  over  it. 
In  the  Boad  Boards  it  would  be  worse  still, 
because  wherever  they  moved  they  would  be 
confronted  with  toll-gates  or  policemen  to 
arrest  one  if  one  had  a  vehicle  that  was  not 
licensed.  He  considered  it  a  bad  Bill,  and 
quite  uncalled-for,  and  it  should  not  go  on  the 
statute-book.  That  was  his  honest  conviction. 
If  the  BiU  were  passed  it  would  create  no  end 
of  trouble  in  the  country. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  quite  agreed  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru. 
This  Bill  was  not  required  by  the  country. 
He  had  opposed  the  Bill  in  Committee,  be- 
cause he  saw  the  effect  of  it  would  be  this  :  In 
certain  localities  they  might  adopt  the  provi. 
sions  contained  in  this  BiU,  but  if  they  did  they 
would  force  the  adjoining  local  bodies  to  do  the 
same,  and  the  result  would  be  that  no  vehicle 
of  any  description  would  be  allowed  to  travel 
through  the  country  without  being  licensed. 
He  was  sure  the  people  did  not  desire  that.  He 
bad  also  to  protest  agaiiut  such  Bills  as  these 
Wng  brought  down  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session.  They  were  now  within  a  few  days  of 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  and  they  ought 
not  to  bring  in  any  more  legislation  of  tnis 
kind.  They  should  now  only  deal  with  what  was 
absolutely  required  by  the  country,  and  if  there 
was  nothing  more  important  to  be  placed  before 
them  than  Bills  like  this  the  sooner  they  made 
an  end  of  it  the  better,  so  that  the  session 
might  close. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  done  very  little 
in  the  last  four  hours.  If  he  thought  the  BiU 
was  a  trumpery  one,  they  might  be  certain  be 
would  not  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  it;  but 
this  BiU  was  wanted  by  many  of  the  counties, 
and  many  honourable  members  knew  yer^  well 
it  was  wanted.  They  had  made  it  permissive, 
and  power  was  given  to  revoke  by-laws  if  any 
local  body  wished  to  do  so.  There  was  full 
power  given  to  the  Governor,  by  Order  in  Coun- 
cil, to  do  that,  and  there  was  provision  made 
that  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  could  stop 
the  by-laws  coming  into  force.  With  those 
safeguards  what  was  there  to  fear?  They  would 
find  that  the  BUI  would  work  weU,  and  there 
would  be  no  friction  if  it  were  once  passed. 
As  regarded  bringing  the  measure  down  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  there  were  many  other 
Bills,  which  were  just  as  important,  which 
were  brought  down  at  m  late  a  period.    This 


Bill  was  proposed  at  a  mnoh  earlier  period  of 
the  session,  and  the  Government  had  been 
twice  asked  during  the  session  whether  they 
were  going  to  push  it  through  or  not.  They 
had  promised  to  do  so,  and  were  now  twitted 
because  they  were  keeping  faith.  If  he  had 
not  done  that,  the  next  thing  he  would  have 
been  twitted  with  would  have  been  with  having 
broken  faith  with  the  House.  If  Canterboiy 
had  been  exempted  there  would  not  have  been 
a  word  said  against  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think 
one  part  of  the  colony  should  say  that  unless 
legislation  suited  them  no  other  part  of  the 
colony  should  have  it.  He  did  not  think  thai 
was  a  fair  way  of  dealing  with  legislation. 
There  might  come  a  time  when  Canterbury 
would  want  special  legislation,  and  then  honoor- 
able  members  from  other  parts  of  the  odony 
might  say  they  were  not  prepared  to  give  it 
to  Canterbuty.  He  did  not  believe  in  snck 
narrow  and  circumscribed  legislation. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  IS. 

CameU 

HcTianhlan        Seddon 

HaU 

Miliar                 Stevens. 

Lawry 

Morrison                    Tellers. 

McGowan 

O'Began            Joyce 
Farata               Mills. 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

Noes,  18. 

Allen 

Praser                Smith,  G.  J. 

Buchanan 

Maslin                Tanner 

Buddo 

Massey               Willis. 

Buick 

McKenzie,  R.           TeUen. 

Crowther 

McNab              Flatman 

Duncan 

Montgomery      HaU- Jones. 

Earnshaw 

Paibs. 

For 

Against. 

Gadman 

Dnthie 

Carncross                     Te  Ao 

Collins 

Saunders 

Houston 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Lamach 

Harris 

Beeves 

Lang 

Steward 

Button 

Ward. 

Green. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Motion  for  third  reading  negatived. 
The  House  adjourned  at  seventeen  minatw 
past  three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  16th  October,  1894. 


Duke  of  York's  Son— First  Readings— Third  Beadiiuji 
—New  Zealand  Consols  Bill— Criminal  Code  Bill 
— DiBtriot  Court  Judges  and  Btipendlaiy  Kagis- 
tratea— Public  Work*  Bill, 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakxr  took  the  chair  at 

half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pb/lyebs. 

DUKE  OF  YORK'S  SON. 
A  message  was  received  from  tiie  Oovsmor 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  zeoeind 
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from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
dated  22nd  August,  1894,  conveying  to  the 
Council  the  sincere  thanks  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Quean  for  their  loyal  congratulations  upon  the 
birth  of  a  son  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
York. 

PIBST  READINGS. 
Tongariro  Kational  Park    Bill,  Ministerial 
Residences  Sale  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Stamp  Bill,   Water-supply  Bill,  Abattoirs 
and  Slaughterhoases  Bill,  Dairy  Industry  Bill. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  intimating  that  it  had  agreed 
to  an  amendment  in  this  Bill  received  by  mes- 
sage from  the  Governor,  and  transmitting  the 
same  for  the  consideration  of  the  Coancil. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 
.  A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  desiring  a  Conference  on  the 
subject  of  the  Council's  amendments  in  this 
Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, the  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean,  and  the  mover  were  appointed 
Managers  for  the  Conference  on  behalf  of  the 
■Council. 

DISTRICT  COURT  JUDGES  AND  STI- 
PENDIARY MAGISTRATES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— In  moving 
■the  motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice,  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  take  up 
much  time.  The  motion  is  one  which  I  think, 
at  all  events  as  to  the  greater  part  of  it,  will 
commend  itself  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
The  first  part  is,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Coancil  it  is  essential  to  the  impartial  and 
fearless  administration  of  justice  that  (a)  the 
tenure  of  o£Boe  of  District  Court  Judges  and 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  exercising  extended 
jurisdiction  should  be  during  ability  and  good 
behaviour,  and  not,  as  at  present,  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Executive."  Now,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  lost  session  when  the  Magis- 
trates' Courts  Bill  was  before  the  Connoil  a 
clause  was  inserted  providing  a  system  of  ap- 
pointment of  Magistrates  such  as  is  indicated 
•in  this  motion,  and  the  Bill  passed  through  all 
its  stages,  this  clause  receiving  after  some  dis- 
cussion the  sanction  of  the  Council.  After- 
wfurds,  however,  the  Government  thought  it 
would  be  an  anomalous  thing  that  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  should  hold  office  during  ability 
and  good  behaviour  whilst  District  Court  Judges 
iwere  to  hold  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Exe- 
cutive ;  consequently  the  clause,  after  the  Bill 
hod  been  recommitted  for  the  purpose,  was 
«track  out.  The  clause,  however,  that  I  now 
suggest  is,  I  think,  generally  admitted  to  be 
an  eminently  desirable  one.  There  is  no  rea- 
son at  all,  that  X  can  see,  why  any  distinction 
should  be  made  between  Supreme  Court  Judges 


and  District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  exercising  extended  jurisdiction. 
It  cannot  be  said,  I  think,  that  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  Supreme  Court  Judges  are  of  any 
greater  importance  to  the  community  than 
the  duties  of  these  Judges.  In  point  of  fact, 
infinitely  more  people  are  affected  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  and 
District  Court  Judges  than  are  concerned  in 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges. 
The  a<nount  of  money,  measuring  the  matter 
pecuniarily,  that  is  concerned  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Magistrates'  Courts  annually  is 
very  much  larger  than  the  amount  passing 
through  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  and  the  Magistrates'  Courts  as  a 
whole,  I  am  sure,  touch  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people  more  nearly  than  the  proceedings  of  the 
Supreme  Courts ;  and  it  is  just  as  necessary  in 
the  cases  of  these  District  Court  Judges  and 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  as  in  the  case  of  a 
Supreme  Court  Judge  that  we  should  have 
the  Magistrates  independent  of  the  Executive 
of  the  hour ;  and  it  is  a  well-recognised  prin- 
ciple of  English  constitutional  law  that  the 
Judges  should  be  independent.  With  regard 
to  the  state  of  matters  in  the  other  colonies, 
it  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  in  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  and  Queensland,  and  also  in 
South  Australia,  the  County  Court  Judges,  who 
are  practically  the  same  as  our  Stipendiary 
Magistrates,  and  have  no  greater  jurisdiction, 
— in  some  cases  not  so  great  as  our  Stipendiiuy 
Magistrates  have, — ore  all  appointed  during 
ability  and  good  behaviour.  I  do  not  thinJc  any 
good  reason  can  be  urged  why  the  same  rule 
should  not  be  applied  in  New  Zealand.  As  to 
the  second  branch  of  the  question,  as  to  the 
salaries  of  Judges  and  Magistrates,  it  is  this: 
"  the  salaries  of  such  Judges  and  Magistrates 
should  be  adequate,  and  should  not  be  liable  to 
be  reduced  during  the  term  of  office  of  the 
Judge  or  Magistrate  receiving  the  same."  The 
some  considerations  apply  to  this  matter  of 
salary,  and  I  do  not  think  any  one  can  suggest 
any  reason  why  these  District  Court  Judgee 
and  Stipendiary  Magistrates  should  not  receive 
salaries  adequate  to  the  important  work  in- 
trusted to  them.  We  know  that  these  officials, 
in  most  cases,  have  very  heavy  work  indeed — 
probably  very  much  heavier  work  than  that  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  as  to  the 
abstract  proposition  that  they  should  receive 
adequate  remuneration,  I  do  not  think  any  one 
would  dispute  it.  When  we  come  to  the  re- 
maining branch  of  the  motion,  however,  "  That 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  the  saltkries 
at  present  paid  to  District  Judges  and  such 
Magistrates,  and  especially  the  former,  are 
wholly  inadequate,"  it  will  be  necessary  for 
me  to  mention  what  the  salaries  are  that  are 

?aid  at  present.  The  salaries  in  New  Zealand, 
find,  of  Distiict  Judges  average  about  £500. 
One  District  Judge— certainly  the  oldest.  Dis- 
trict Judge  Ward^reoeives,  I  think,  £900.  The 
others  receive — one  £550,  and  the  rest  £500. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can  suggest 
that  £500  is  an  adequate  salary  for  a  District 
Court  Judge.    These  District  Court  Judges  in. 
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ftU  oases,  I  tbink,  exercise  the  functions  of 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  as  well.  They  have 
very  wide  districts  over  which  they  travel,  and 
their  duties  are  exceedingly  onerous ;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  suggested  that,  inasmuch 
as  men  have  been  got  to  take  these  salaries  at 
present,  that  is  a  sufficient  indication  that  the 
salaries  paid  are  sufficient.  That,  I  think,  is 
not  a  fair  inference  to  draw,  and  not  a  proper 
doctrine  to  set  up.  The  question  is,  whether 
or  not  these  men  are  receiving  proper  and 
adequate  remuneration  for  the  work  they  do 
and  the  services  they  render,  and  not  as  to 
whether  we  can  get  men  to  do  the  work  any 
cheaper.  In  the  Australian  Colonies  much 
larger  salaries  are  paid,  and  retiring-allow- 
ances are  also  made :  in  New  South  Wales, 
£1,000;  in  Viotoiia,  £1,500;  in  Queensland, 
£1,000.  In  England  County  Court  Judges  get 
£1,600  a  year  and  a  pension.  I  move  the  mo- 
tion as  a  whole  standing  in  my  name,  and  I 
hope  the  Council  will  agree  to  it.  It  is  a  very 
important  matter,  and  a  matter  that  I  myself 
have  long  considered  to  be  one  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  I  hope  the 
Oovemment  will  give  it  the  attention  it  de- 
serves. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,—"  (1.) 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Cotincil  it  is  essen- 
tial to  the  impartial  and  fearless  administration 
of  justice  that  (a)  the  tenure  of  office  of  District 
Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magistrates  exer- 
cising extended  jurisdiction  should  be  '  during 
ability  and  good  behaviour,'  and  not,  as  ai 
present,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive ; 
(b)  the  salaries  of  such  Judges  and  Magistrates 
should  be  adequate,  and  should  not  be  liable  to 
be  reduced  during  the  term  of  office  of  the  Judge 
or  Magistrate  receiving  the  same,  ^g.)  That  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  the  salaries  at  present 
patd  to  District  Judges  and  such  Magistrates, 
dtul  especially  the  former,  are  wholly  inade- 
quate."— (Hon.  Mr.  MacGb£OOB.) 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  may 
state  that  I  very  heartily  approve  of  this  mo- 
tion. The  impartial  administration  of  justice 
should  be  an  object,  I  think,  which  this  Legis- 
lature should  keep  steadily  in  view;  and  all 
persons  in  the  community  are  interested  in 
justice  being  administered  not  only  with  ability 
but  with  absolute  impartiality.  The  independ- 
ence of  the  English  Bench  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  Settlement  has  been  the  subject  not 
only  of  approval,  but,  I  may  say,  of  admiration. 
The  Supreme  Courts  in  these  various  colonies 
through  the  independence  of  the  Judges  have,  I 
think,  administered  justice  with  satisfaction 
to  the  community.  I  have  never  been  able  to 
understand  why  District  Court  Judges,  whose 
duties  are  very  onerous,  should  not  be  placed 
on  a  footing  of  perfect  independence.  We 
know  that  in  this  colony,  as  well  as  in  some 
of  the  other  oolonies,  the  Government  have 
been  brought  into  conflict  with  private  citi- 
zens, and  it  is  very  well  said  that  justice 
should  not  only  be  administered  free  from 
what  may  be  termed  partiality,  but  free  from 
the  appearance  of  partiality.  When  the 
<}ovenunent  are  brought  into  conflict  nith 
Son.  Mr.  MacOregor 


private  citizens  I  think  the  Judges  should  be 
absolutely  free,  so  that  there  should  be  no 
possible  control  moving  them  to  give  judgment 
in  a  case  except  on  its  merits.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  when  hs 
says  that  the  amount  of  work  performed  by 
the  District  Court  Judges,  as  well  as  by  the 
Magistrates,  is  not  only  very  considerable,  but 
is  much  in  excess  in  importance  of  that  dis- 
charged by  tlie  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  think  the  Government  should  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  place  the  District  Court  Judges 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Supreme  Court 
Judges,  and  I  regret  that  this  was  not  done  last 
session  in  reference  to  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates. With  regard  to  the  remuneration  of 
District  Court  Judges,  of  course  I  am  not 
prepared  to  express  any  opinion,  because  if  { 
persons  choose  to  accept  a  position  of  that  kind 
with  the  salary  attached  to  it  they  have  so 
reason  to  complain.  If  the  salary  is  insufB- 
cient,  the  public,  apart  from  the  Judge,  u« 
interested  in  seeing  that  men  of  ability  are 
placed  on  the  bench,  and  that  can  only  be 
seoured  by  proper  remuneration  being  paid. 
I  believe  that  one  Judge  either  petitioned  the 
Legislature  this  session  or  intended  to  do  so  to  | 
have  the  tenure  of  office  put  on  a  more  satis- 
factory footing  ;  and  I  think  that,  in  this  colony 
as  well  as  in  others,  it  is  of  the  utmost  im-  | 
portance  that  the  judicature  should  be  on  the 
most  independent  footing  possible.  I  shall 
have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  —  SometimM 
these  officers  take  office  without  knowing  the 
amount  of  duties  they  will  have  to  perform. 
They  take  the  position  at  a  very  low  salary, 
but  subsequently  find  the  work  they  have  to 
perform  is  far  beyond  the  income  they  us 
receiving.  Very  likely  that  has  been  the  cm* 
of  the  Judge  who  petitioned  the  House  the 
other  day.  He  probably  found  that  his  wodi 
was  so  great  and  his  salary  so  small  that  ha 
was  justified  in  making  the  application. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  am  glad  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  brought  this  qoes- 
tion  forward,  if  it  is  only  to  get  a  vote  of 
the  Council  upon  it.  At  this  late  stage  of 
the  session  we  cannot  expect  that  anything 
will  be  done,  but  I  think  it  is  satisfactoy 
that  the  Council  should  express  its  opiniea 
that  the  liberty  of  the  subject  depends  upon 
the  independence  of  the  Courts  of  justice. 
There  is  no  reason  that  the  tenure  of  offiot 
should  not  be  tho  same  in  the  case  of  tb« 
District  as  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  laiil 
by  Burke  that  the  whole  complex  machineiT 
of  the  -British  Constitution  was  a  machinery 
to  get  twelve  honest  men  into  a  jury -hex. 
What  he  meant,  of  course,  was  that  the  liberty 
of  every  one  depended  upon  the  independence 
of  the  Courts.  I  am  glad  this  opportunity  it 
given  to  the  Council  to  express  its  opinion  on 
the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYKOLDS.— I  have  gnst 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion,  and  think 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  onr  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  and  District  Court  Jadgas 
should  be  totally  independent  of  QovemmeBt 
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oontro].  They  have  certain  jadioial  fonoUons 
to  fulfil,  and  if  it  is  suspected  that  they  do  not 
fulfil  them  properly  or  are  under  coercion  by 
the  GoTemment  of  the  day  the  Courts  of  jus- 
tice will  lose  public  confidence.  With  regard 
to  the  second  part  of  the  motion,  I  think  we 
must  admit  that  the  salaries  of  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrates,  and  also  of  the  District  Judges, 
are  far  too  low.  I  think  £4S0  has  been  quoted 
fay  the  Hon.  Mr.  MaoGregor  :  that  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  any  District  Judge.  At  that  salary 
no  man  who  is  qualified  to  fill  that  position 
could  possibly  be  got  in  the  colony  to  fulfil 
his  duties  satisfactorily.  He  would  be  kept 
constantly  worrying  himself  as  to  how  he  could 
support  his  family.  This  should  not  be.  A 
Judge's  mind  should  be  entirely  free  to  attend 
to  his  duties,  instead  of  continually  having  his 
mind  unduly  taken  up  with  financial  anxiety 
how  to  keep  out  of  debt  and  maintain  his 
house.  This  applies  also  to  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, who  have  to  keep  up  a  certain  position, 
and  ought  to  be  looked  up  to  by  the  public.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  give  favourable 
consideration  to  the  motion,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter will  be  attended  to  during  the  recess. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERB.  — The  Hon.  Mr. 
UacGregor  in  his  motion  implies  that  justice 
has  not  been  impartially  and  fearlessly  ad- 
ministered in  the  past,  and  therefore  I  think  it 
is  a  reflection  on  District  Court  Judges  and  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrates.  That  is  the  inference, 
to  my  mind.  I  think  the  District  Judges  and 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  of  Kow  Zealand  are 
too  high-spirited  and  independent  and  intelli- 
gent men  to  be  influenced  by  any  considera- 
tion, whether  they  occupy  their  position  during 
good  behaviour  or  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Executive.  I  do  not  think  this  would  make 
any  difference  whatever  in  the  administration 
of  their  functions.  It  has  been  stated  that 
District  Jndges  receive  from  £900  to  £500  a 
year.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  this 
IS  a  proper  salary  for  a  man  occupying  that 
position  or  not;  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  raise  the  amount  if  it  were  considered  neces- 
sary to  do  BO ;  but  what  I  take  the  greatest 
exception  to  is  maintaining  the  Magistrates  in 
office  for  all  time  daring  ability  and  good  be- 
haviour. I  know,  in  my  part  of  the  country, 
in  regard  to  the  Magistrates  for  Keefton,  Grey- 
mouth,  Hokitika,  and  Boss,  some  have  been 
dispensed  with  through  want  of  business,  and 
I  think  that  two  Magistrates  are  now  doing  the 
work  of  the  whole  Coast.  If  in  other  districts 
the  population  fell  ofi,  and  business  fell  off, 
the  Executive  would  have  no  power  to  remove 
the  Magistrates.  They  would  have  to  keep 
them  on  with  their  high  salaries  until  they  had 
committed  some  fault,  or  until  they  were  too 
old  to  administer  their  duties.  I  think,  there- 
fore, it  would  he  better  that  this  motion  should 
not  be  proceeded  with.  As  I  have  stated  before, 
I  cannot  see  that  the  tenure  of  ofiice  will 
make  any  difference  to  the  class  of  men  who 
occupy  these  positions  now.  If  their  salaries 
are  found  to  bo  inadequate,  let  them  be  in- 
creased. If  we  look  round  we  shall  find  many 
men  in  the  employ  of  Government,  occnpying 


the  highest  and  (he  lowest  positions,  who  are 
underpaid.  <Even  the  Ministers  of  the  country 
are  receiving,  I  believe,  no  larger  salaries  than 
some  of  their  Under-Secretaries.  I  think  that, 
if  we  consider  that  these  men  are  receiving  too 
little,  their  salaries  should  be  increased,  and  to 
those  who  are  receiving  only  a  few  shillings  a 
day  a  little  more  should  be  given,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  live  comfortably. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  this 
opens  up  a  very  large  question,  and  I  am  not 
at  all  sorry  that  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  has  brought  the  motion  forward.  In 
the  first  place,  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  In 
regard  to  the  insinuation  made  by  the  Hon, 
Mr.  Beynolds,  in  saying  that  Magistrates  ought 
to  be  independent  of  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Let  me  ask  that  honourable  gentleman 
if,  during  his  experience,  he  has  ever  known 
the  Government  to  interfere  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  or  if  any  Government  would 
dare  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  These  men 
have  accepted  these  positions,  and  they  knew 
perfectly  well  what  they  were  doing;  and  it 
is  not  from  this  or  from  any  Government 
that  they  are  receiving  their  salaries.  They 
accepted  office  with  a  full  knowledge  of  their 
responsibilities  and  duties.  I  have  had  some 
experience  with  regard  to  some  of  these  Magis- 
trates, and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  some 
cases  they  are  inadequately  paid  for  the  work 
they  do.  Some,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  not 
exactly  what  you  would  expect.  They  have 
administered  justice  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  but  they  are  out  of  date ;  and  to  con- 
tinue these  men  in  office  "  during  good  be- 
haviour "  would  be  an  outrage  on  the  oolony. 
I  will  not  refer  to  any  one  in  particular.  We 
all  agree  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever 
that  one  of  the  greatest  bulwarks  of  our  liberty 
is  the  pure  administration  of  justice.  My 
honourable  friend  referred  to  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  with  extended  jurisdiction,  and 
District  Court  Judges,  but  I  go  further  and  say 
that  there  are  no  harder-worked  men  than 
the  Supreme  Court  Judges,  or  any  men  who 
are  worse  paid  for  their  work. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh ! 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— My  honour- 
able friend  seems  to  doubt ;  but  lot  him  look  at 
the  Chief  Justices  in  Australia:  their  salary 
is  more  than  double  that  of  our  Chief  Justice, 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  our  men  are  quite 
as  good  as  any  Judges  in  any  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions.  The  question  of  the 
status  of  the  District  Judges  involves  a  large 
question  of  policy.  I  am  of  opinion,  and  I 
have  held  that  opmionfor  a  long  time,  that  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  wo  should  do 
away  with  our  District  Judges  altogether ;  and 
when  we  give  extended  jurisdiction  to  superior 
men  we  shall  have  no  necessity  for  District 
Judges.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrates  whom  we 
hope  to  obtain  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the 
importeknt  work,  and  the  Supreme  Court  will  he 
able  to  perform  its  functions  with  far  greater 
ease.  My  natural  inclination  has  for  some 
time  been  to  try  to  secure  for  the  large  centres 
trained    lavryers    as   Stipendiary  Magistrates, 
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and  if  we  get  these  men  at  reasonable  aalaiies 
I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the 
District  Courts.  We  have  been  fortunate  in 
securing  one  or  two,  and  I  am  sure  the 
Council  will  know  to  whom  I  refer.  Nothing 
could  be  better  than  the  way  in  which  their 
duties  have  been  performed,  particularly  by 
one  man.  I  think,  myself,  the  question  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  and  requires  very 
serious  consideration,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  none  of  these  men — I  mean,  of  those  who 
are  suitable  for  extended  jurisdiction — is  any* 
thing  like  adequately  paid.  But  before  we  can 
increase  their  salaries  in  the  present  position 
of  affairs  I  think,  at  any  rate,  we  ought  to 
have  superior  men.  I  am  entirely  in  sympathy 
with  the  motion,  but  it  is  one  that  requires 
far  greater  consideration  than  the  passing  of  a 
resolution  in  this  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  wish  to  ex- 
plain  that  I  did  not  accuse  the  present  Oovem- 
ment,  or  any  other  Qovemment,  of  exercising 
any  jurisdiction  over  the  District  Judges  or 
Stipendiary  Magistrates.  If  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  however,  thinks  that  the  cap  fits, 
by  all  means  let  him  put  it  on. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— This  is 
a  subject  which  may  be  treated  from  two  dif- 
ferent points  of  view.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  to  begin  with,  that  he  thinks  the 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates should  be  independent  of  Oovemment 
control.  There  are  very  few  who  will  not  agree 
with  him,  provided  that  they  are  carefully 
selected.  I  differ  from  my  honourable  friend 
the  Attorney-General,  who  says  that  he  thinks 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  should  be  trained 
lawyers.  I  think  the  most  successful  Magis- 
trates we  have  had  in  the  colony  have  not  been 
trained  lawyers.  I  need  not  go  much  fur- 
ther than  my  honourable  friend  opposite,  Mr. 
Bowen  ;  the  present  Stipendiary  Magistrate  at 
Christchurch ;  the  present  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate at  Duneidin,  Dr.  Giles ;  and  many  others, 
with  whose  names  the  Council  will  be  fami- 
liar, who  have  quite  satisfied  the  public,  and 
who  have  done  very  useful  work.  The  second 
point  is  as  to  salaries.  I  do  not  think  that  in 
this  Council  we  can  very  well  afford  to  express 
any  very  distinct  opinion  on  that  subject,  be- 
cause we  cannot  do  anything  effective.  What 
is  the  use  of  saying  that  these  men  are  inade- 
quately paid,  when  we  cannot  adequately  pay 
them  ?  Of  course,  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion, 
I  do  not  think  that  they  are  suiSciently  paid. 
I  think  it  was  a  very  shameful  thing  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  Governor,  and  I 
think  the  Ministers  of  the  colony  are  disgrace- 
fully paid,  and  I  think  more  consideration 
should  he  paid  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  am  also  inclined  to  think  that  we 
have  reduced  the  salaries  of  some  of  our  most 
valuable  Civil  servants  to  an  absurd  sum. 
When  pinching  off  these  few  thousands  a  year, 
and  giving  little  sums  away  for  roads  and 
bridges,  we  are  quite  forgetting  that  far  more 
important  than  any  roads  and  bridges  is  the 
proper  administration  of  justice,  and  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colony.  With  the  honourable 
Eon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


gentleman,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  these  gentle- 
men better  paid ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
suffer  with  a  great  many  people  who  do  work 
which  they  are  not  adequately  paid  for.  But, 
as  regards  the  first  put  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech,  that  brings  me  to  another 
subject.  The  Attorney-General  asked  just  now 
what  Government  had  ever  interfered  with  the 
District  Judges.  It  was  not  so  long  ago — it  will 
be  in  the  memory  of  a  great  many  membeo 
—  that  the  Qovemment  did  interfere  in  the 
grossest  manner  with  a  District  Court  Judge, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  eiction  of  this 
Council  I  doubt  if  he  would  have  been  on  the 
bench  to-day. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— It  was  not 
this  Government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— I  never 
sud  it  was  this  Government ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asked  if  any  Oovemment  hsd 
done  so.  If  say  it  has  been  shown  that  a  Go- 
vernment could  do  that,  and  what  has  been 
done  once  may  he  done  again.  I  say,  at  all 
events,  that  District  Judges  ought  to  be  en- 
tirely beyond  the  control  of  the  Government  of 
the  day ;  and,  assuming  that  the  Government 
is  to  give  extended  jurisdiction  to  the  most 
valuable  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  I  say 
these  Magistrates  should  be  made  as  iudepend^ 
ent  as  possible.  It  is  pitiable  to  see  to  what 
extent  at  this  moment  Stipendiary  Magistratai 
find  themselves  compelled  by  the  circumstances 
of  their  position  to  waive  their  own  opinions 
and  to  do  things  they  really  ought  not  to 
do.  I  must  say  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community  if,  at  all  events  in  laigs 
places,  where  the  interests  are  greater,  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  were  made  as  inde- 
pendent as  possible  of  political  influence:  and 
they  are  certainly  not  to-day.  I  do  not  say 
there  has  been  any  interference  with  them.  I 
do  not  wish  to  say  anything  offensive  to  the 
honourable  gentleman;. but  for  a  number  of 
years — prettv  nearly  a  generation  of  time— I 
have  watched  the  actions  of  gentlemen  holiling 
these  positions,  and  I  absolutely  know  thai 
they  have  very  often  been  constrained  to  act 
as  they  would  not  have  willingly  acted  because 
they  were  afraid  of  offending  the  Government; 
and  offending  the  Government  in  these  days 
means  offending  a  person  who  may  be  veiy 
humble,  but  for  the  moment  has  a  little  politi- 
cal influence,  and  the  sort  of  way  in  which 
this  person  is  supposed  to  state  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  an  official  is  a  matter  of  seriooi 
consideration  to  those  who  hold  these  appoint- 
ments. I  shall  vote  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's motion ;  but  the  question  of  salaries  wa 
cannot  interfere  with.  I  have  no  objection  to 
say  that  their  salaries  ought  to  be  increased ;  but 
we  might  say  so  from  now  till  ten  years  hence, 
and  it  would  make  no  difference  unless  the  tem- 
per of  the  country  altered.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
say  that  Civil  servants  get  certain  salaries;  but 
their  salaries  are  continually  being  reduced.  I 
have  in  my  mind  a  gentleman  who  for  twenty 
years  has  been  serving  the  Government  in 
one  of  these  positions,  and  his  salary  is  £1S0 
less  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago.    Taking 
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amonnta  of  £50  here  and  there  off  these  public 
servants  has  the  worst  possible  efiect,  and  I  do 
think  it  is  anything  but  beneficial  to  the  ad- 
ministrative service  that  it  should  continue. 
I  have  seen  the  thing  going  on  continually  for 
years  and  years,  and  therefore  I  should  be 
-very  happy  if  the  resolution  of  my  honourable 
friend  were  carried,  if  to  a  certain  extent  it 
shonld  have  the  effect  of  making  these  officers 
more  independent  than  they  are  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— While  keeping 
steadily  in  view  the  interests  of  these  judicial 
(^cers,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
efiect  on  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers.  With 
tegard  to  adequate  salaries,  what  is  an  ade- 
quate salary?  Some  persons  with  double  the 
amounts  these  gentlemen  receive  would  not 
consider  them  adequate;  and  in  considering 
these  special  cases  we  must  also  consider  the 
whole  of  the  Civil  servants,  and  whether 
those  who  hold  equally  responsible  positions 
are  getting  adequate  salaries.  This  is  a  very 
large  question  indeed,  and  I  do  not  see,  my- 
self, what  particular  good  would  follow  from 
onr  passing  a  resolution  of  this  sort.  It  is  a 
qaestion  of  money,  and  one  that  would  be 
more  appropriately  dealt  with  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  With  regard  to 
the  position  of  these  officers,  it  is  said  that 
their  dependent  positions  must  affect  their 
decisions,  and  that  they  cannot  act  fairly  and 
impartially.  To  my  mind,  that  is  a  most 
nnicur  reflection  to  otiEt  upon  these  officers. 
The  mere  fact  of  increasing  a  man's  salary 
does  not  mi^e  him  a  better  Judge :  that  de- 
3pends  on  the  quality  of  his  mind.  Some  men 
with  very  small  salaries  may  be  better  Judges 
than  those  getting  larger  ones.  It  is  simply  a 
question  of  the  intellectual  capacity  and  fit- 
ness of  the  man.  And  a  Judge  requires  more 
than  a  technical  knowledge  of  the  law:  he 
requires  a  judicial  mind  and  common-sense, 
which  many  men  who  hold  high  technical 
qualifications  do  not  possess.  Look  at  the  posi- 
tion we  should  be  placed,  in  supposing  this 
were  given  efiect  to.  A  man  is  appointed  {or 
life ;  we  cannot  dismiss  him,  and  we  cannot 
reduce  his  salary.  We  may  have  to  do  away 
with  the  office,  and  we  cannot  do  so  without 
giving  him  an  equally  highly-paid  position,  or 
else  giving  him  very  large  compensation.  If  this 
question  is  to  be  dealt  with  at  all  it  should  be 
dealt  with  in  a  general  way.  These  gentlemen 
took  office  knowing  what  salary  they  would  get, 
and  I  think  they  had  no  reason  to  complain, 
unless  the  Oovernment  have  not  kept  faith 
vrith  them.  If  any  injustice  has  been  done  to 
any  particular  officer  I  should  be  glad  to  afford 
redress ;  but,  in  increasing  the  salaries  of  these 
officers  and  appointing  them  for  life,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  the  circumstances  of  other  officers, 
the  financial  condition  of  the  colony,  and  the 
large  number  of  persons  living  in  the  colony 
whose  incomes  have  been  reduced  by  the  low 
price  of  produce. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK.— I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  address  myself  to  the  resolution  at  all, 
because  the  question  is  one  upon  which,  after 
listening  to  all  the  arguments,  the  Council  will 


be  very  glad  to  avoid  coming  to  any  decision. 
I  therefore  move  "  the  previous  question." 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  question  be  now  put." 

Ayes,  19. 


Bonar 

Montgomery 

Shrimski 

Bowen 

Morris 

Stewart 

Buckley 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Grace 

Ormond 

Whitmore 

Kenny 

Reynolds 

Whyte 
Williams. 

MacQregor 

Richardson 

ManteU 

Noes,  IS. 

Aoland 

Jennings 

McLean 

Barnicoat 

Kelly 

Peacock 

Bolt 

Kerr 

Pharazyn 

Feldwick 

MoOttUoagh 

Rigg. 

Jenkinson 

Majority  for,  6. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  resolution  be  agreed  to." 


Ates,  25. 

Acland 

McLean 

Shrimski 

Barnicoat 

Montgomery 

Stewart 

Bonar 

Morris 

Swanson 

Bowen 

Oliver 

Taiaroa 

Buckley 

Ormond 

Walker,  L 

Grace 

FhareLzyn 

Whitmore 

Kenny 

Reynolds 

Whyte 

MacGregor 

Richardson 

Wil  iams. 

Mantel! 

Noes,  8. 

Baillie 

Kelly 

Peacock 

Feldwick 

Kerr 

Rigg. 

Jenkinson 

McCullongh 

Majority  for, 

17. 

Resolution 

agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 

IH   COUUITTEE. 

Clause  171. — Government  to  make  crossings 
to  give  access  to  lands. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved  the 
following  addition  to  the  clause:  "Provided 
that  not  more  than  one  crossing  may  be  de- 
manded in  respect  of  each  property,  unless  the 
frontage  to  such  property  to  the  railway  exceeds 
one  mile  in  length,  in  which  case  one  crossing 
shall,  on  the  application  of  the  owner  of  such 
property,  be  given  for  each  mile  of  frontage ; 
but  no  additional  crossing  or  crossings  need  be 
given  in  the  event  of  the  land  being,  or  having 
bee6,  subdivided  after  the  construction  of  the 
railway." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  words  "  one  mile  "  be 
struck  out,  and  "  sixty  chains  "  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  22. 

Acland  Buckley  Kelly 

Bolt  Feldwick  Kerr 

Bowen  Jenkinson  McGuUough 
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MoLean  Reynolds  Stewart 

Montgomery      Kichardson        Swansou 
Oliver  Rigg  Taiaroa 

Ormond  Shrimski  WiUiam8. 

Pharazyn 

Noes,  S. 
Bamiooat  Mantell  Peacock. 

Majority  for,  19. 

Words  retained,  and  proviso  added  to  clause. 

Bill  rcj^rted,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  16th  October,  1894. 


First  Beodings— Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Railways  Authorisation  Bill,  Westport-Nga- 
kawau  Railway  Extension  Bill. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  CONTRACT  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  there  is  a  great  amount 
of  interest  being  taken  in  the  measure  which 
I  now  ask  the  House  to  consider.  The  Go- 
vernment, in  this  Bill,  ask  the  House  to  deal 
with  a  most  complicated  and  dIfScult  question. 
There  are  very  few  members  of  tlie  House  now 
who  were  here  at  the  time  the  construction 
of  the  Midland  Railway  was  first  mooted,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  for  ma  to  give  a  brief  his- 
tory of  what  led  to  the  proposals  being  made, 
and  of  the  formation  of  the  company  and  the 
initiation  of  the  work.  First  of  all,  I  may 
say  that  in  1884  there  was  found  to  be  great 
necessity  for  making  some  provision  for  the 
tourist  traffic,  and  a  connection  between  the 
east  and  west  coast.  One  of  the  principal 
reasons  was  that  a  produce-  and  mineral-cany- 
ing  railway  was  required,  so  as  to  bring  from 
the  west  coast  to  the  east  our  coal,  timber, 
and  other  products,  taking  back  from  Canter- 
bury its  products,  and  at  the  same  time  facili- 
tating a  closer  communication  iu  the  way  of 
traffic  generally.  A  Commission  was  appointed, 
and  that  Commission  reported  upon  this  work 
— as  to  its  payable  character  and  other  details — 
and  an  Act  was  passed  giving  power  for  a  con- 
tract to  be  msule.  A  contract  was  made,  and 
representatives  of  the  syndicate  were  sent  to 
the  Old  Country.  A  company  was  formed  upon 
their  representation,  supported  as  it  was  by 
the  documentary  evidence,  and  by  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners,  dud  the  other  informa- 
tion which  had  been  collected  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  syndicate  who  were  sent  Home. 
This  contract  was  entered  into,  and  in  it  there 
was  the  alternate-block-of-land  system,  which 
was  that  by  the  State  giving  one-half  the  value 
of  the  construction  of  the  line  increased  value 
would  be  given  to  the  alternate  blocks,  and  the 


State  would  be  repaid  for  the  land  that  it  had 
given  away.  I  think  nothing  would  explain  the 
position  better  than  the  position  of  that  case, 
with  its  several  divisions,  we  see  upon  the 
table  of  the  House.  That  marked  "a"  wonld 
belong  to  the  company,  "  b"  would  belong  to 
the  Crown,  -'c"  to  the  company,  "d"  to  the 
Crown,  and  so  alternately  the  blocks  of  land 
would  be  laid  off,  each  alternate  block  within 
a  fifteen-mile  limit  being  given  to  the  com- 
pany. That  was  in  the  first  Act — that  of  18S4. 
Subsequently,  when  the  new  contract  came  to 
be  made,  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  a 
serious  omission  in  the  first  Act,  inasmuch  u 
by  the'  alternate-block  system  the  colony  had 
given  inferentially  the  right  to  select  large 
areas  of  auriferous  land ;  but,  while  the  alter- 
nate-block system  was  a  perfectly  right  thing 
to  be  permitted,  it  simply  meant  that  some  ci 
the  gold-workings  would  be  included  in  the 
alternate  blocks,  and  to  have  allowed  this 
would  have  been  against  the  public  interest. 
The  company  under  the  first  contract  might, 
in  my  opinion,  have  selected  tracts  of  country 
upon  which  the  colony  has  spent  large  sums 
of  money  in  water-races  and  other  goldfields 
works.  There  was  at  the  same  time  a  dis- 
advantage to  the  company  even  in  the  alter- 
nate -  block  system  on  the  east  coast.  For  it 
would  have  had  to  take  the  land  along  the 
railway  first,  and  this  land  was  of  very  inferior 
quality.  When  the  second  Bill  came  before 
the  House,  under  which  the  second  contract 
was  framed,  then  the  altemate-block-of-land 
system  was  abandoned,  and  the  company  wis 
given  power  to  take  land  within  the  area 
and  to  make  their  own  selection ;  and  in  re- 
spect to  tho  lands  on  the  west  coast  they 
had  the  right  to  deal  with  timber,  but  hid 
no  right  to  interfere  in  any  shape  or  fomi 
with  mining  operations.  Of  course  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  communication  between  the 
colony  and  tho  company,  and,  to  mv  mind, 
the  company  had  the  best  of  the  bargain. 
That  is  my  impression,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  doubt  about  it.  At  the  same 
time,  had  the  company  adhered  to  the  ori- 
ginal contract  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  colony  would  have  had  to  oome  to 
the  rescue,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  would 
have  prevented  the  company  from  Recuring 
the  auriferous  lands  which  were  within  the 
fifteen-mile  limit.  Otherwise  there  would  IiaT* 
been  a  serious  conflict  as  between  the  miners 
and  the  company,  and  as  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  company.  Under  the  circum- 
stances the  Legislature  stepped  in  and  altered 
the  law,  and  the  new  contract  was  entered 
into.  Very  well.  As  time  went  on  the  com- 
pany proceeded  with  the  work  of  construoting 
the  line  from  Brunnerton  to  Reefton,  and  it 
completed  that  line,  which  is  a  very  good  line 
indeed,  and,  I  think,  is  paying  fairly  well, 
and  has  been  a  great  boon  to  the  West  Coast. 
Tho  company  also  proceeded  to  constrnct  what 
is  known  as  the  east  coast  connection — that 
is,  commencing  at  Stillwater,  and  going  eta 
Lake  Brunner  and  Jackson's,  and  at  the  other 
end  from  Springfield  to  Paterson's  Creek.    The 
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Une  has  been  finished  to  Paterson's  Greek  at 
the  Ghristohurch  end,  and  as  far  as  Jackson's 
at  the  west  coast  end  of  the  line,  and  that 
shortens  the  distance  somewhat  between  the 
east  and  the  west  coast.  I  may  say  in  the 
construction  of  the  line  from  Stillwater  to 
Jackson's  the  company  asked  the  colony  to 
permit  a  deviation.  The  deviation  diverted 
the  line  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Brunner.  The  company  claimed  that  tlie  de- 
viation would  cost  no  more  to  construct,  that 
it  would  be  no  longer,  and  that  the  grades  upon 
it  would  be  much  better  than  they  would  have 
been  on  the  originally  surveyed  line.  Parlia- 
ment, in  its  wisdom,  thought  fit  to  permit 
this;  and  I  considered  Parliament  made  a 
serious  mistake.  I  opposed  that  deviation,  as 
I  thought  the  original  line  ought  to  have  been 
maintained ;  and  I  think  so  still.  However, 
Parliament  thought  fit  to  grant  the  deviation, 
and  the  line  now  constracted  is  upon  that 
deviation.  It  was  found  that  that  construc- 
tion did  not  cost  less — it  cost  more — and  when 
it  was  constructed  it  was  found  to  be  longer 
than  the  original  would  have  been.  It  cer- 
tainly taps  a  little  good  land,  but  that  land  is 
not  Crown  land;  and  at  the  same  time  I  believe 
myself,  as  a  tourist  line,  the  beauties  of  the 
lake  would  have  been  seen  better  from  the  west 
branch,  and  the  line  is  now  deprived  of  that  ad- 
vantage. As  a  mineral-carrying  line  also  I  do 
Dot  think  myself  it  is  in  any  way  a  better  line. 
But  what  I  urged  then,  and  what  I  urge  now,  is 
this :  that  the  breaking  of  the  original  contract 
then,  over  that  deviation,  gives  the  company 
some  justification,  in  my  opinion,  to  claim  an 
extension  oE  time,  because  Parliament  knew 
that  it  would  require  to  be  surveyed,  and  in  the 
laying-ofE  and  surveying  of  the  old  line  every- 
thing was  prepared,  and  the  work  could  have 
gone  on.  Now,  Parliament  having  said  that 
a  deviation  was  to  be  granted,  and  the  de- 
viation having  been  made,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  company  has  a  reasonable  claim  to 
an  extension  of  time,  owing  to  Parliament 
having  sanctioned  the  deviation  to  which  I 
refer. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— When  did  they  agree? 

Mr.  SBDDON.— In  1890  there  was  an  Act 
passed,  and  you  will  see  there  the  conditions 
upon  which  this  was  granted.  The  company, 
I  may  say,  for  the  concession,  spent  some  two 
thousand  and  odd  pounds  in  constructing  a 
road  BO  as  to  give  connection  between  the 
railway,  Lake  Brunner,  and  the  lower  part  of 
Westland.  They  were  also  bound  to  place  a 
steamer  on  the  lake.  That  was  the  conces- 
sion granted  to  the  colony  in  connection  with 
this  deviation,  and  I  think  that  concession 
was  a  reasonable  one.  The  company  complied 
fairly  with  what  was  stipulated,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  that  transaction.  We  then  come 
to  another  question,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  tunnel  which  was  to  be  made  at 
the  Otira  Gorge,  or  the  Abt  system.  It  was 
found  on  examination  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ooontry  through  which  the  railway  had 
to  go,  the  tunnel  would  be  very  expensive 
to  oonstinct,  the  country  being  exceedingly 


broken.  Then  came  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  construction  would  stand,  and  that  was 
a  somewhat  difficult  question  to  decide.  Of 
course,  the  slides  that  took  place  there  made 
it  bard  to  say  what  the  effect  might  be  in  soma 
of  those  narrow  points,  and  there  was  also  the 
question  of  the  .4bt  system,  and  the  question 
of  putting  the  line  on  a  lower  level  than  the 
tunnel.  However,  these  are  matters  of  detail 
which  were  settled  by  engineers  to  whom  the 
matter  was  referred.  The  fact,  at  all  events, 
is  that  representations  were  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment prior  to  the  signing  of  the  contract, 
as  I  have  already  mentioned.  This  was  a 
change  that  was  expected  to  arise,  and  provi- 
sion therefore  was  mode  accordingly.  The  com- 
pany sabmitted  tlioir  proposals  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  took  the  advice  of 
the  best  engineers  they  could  get — the  matter 
was  submitted  to  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  late  Com- 
missioner of  Railways ;  and  ultimately  the  Abt 
system  was  approved.  In  this,  great  delay 
took  place  on  account  of  the  company  having 
to  make  new  surveys,  which  took  a  very  con- 
siderable time.  However,  this  was  done  ;  but, 
having  made  the  change  from  the  tunnel  and 
from  the  original  plans  to  the  Abt  system, 
the  question  comes  in  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  company  could  on  these  grounds  claim 
an  extension  of  time.  I  simply  refer  to  it  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  House  the  posi- 
tion, I  am  not  advising  the  Hou.se  to  do  any- 
thing but  take  a  common-sense  view.  From 
some  experience  I  have  had  in  regard  to  con- 
tracts I  look  upon  these  questions  that  have 
been  submitted  to  Ministers  as  leading  to  the 
further  question  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances they  would  be  in  a  position  to  re- 
fuse an  extension  of  time.    But  then,  I  say, 

19  0  i''  S°^  beyond  the  Minister.  There 
are  conditions  in  the  contract  that 
would  go  beyond  the  Government  altogether. 
I  refer  to  certain  matters  which,  in  case  of 
dispute,  are  to  be  referred  to  arbitration,  and  I 
know  that  in  cases  of  arbitration  the  Govern- 
ment always  goes  to  the  wall. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — The  company  have  asked 
for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  have  no  doubt  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  has  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that,  failing  a  satisfactory 
settlement,  the  company  will  claim  all  the 
rights  and  everything  which  can  be  claimed 
within  the  terms  of  the  contract.  At  all  events, 
the  Abt  system  was  conceded.  The  company 
went  on  with  its  work,  and  finished  the  line  as 
far  as  Jackson's.  I  may  say  that  at  this  stage 
the  company's  funds  were  exhausted,  and  they 
applied  to  Parliament  for  a  concession  and  for 
a  new  contract.  The  company  have  not  kept 
anything  back  from  the  Government.  They 
have  been  very  open  to  the  colony,  and  have 
told  the  colony  their  financial  position.  A 
most  unfortunate  position  it  is,  I  say,  for  the 
company.  Circumstances,  of  course,  at  the  in- 
itiation were  very  much  against  them — what 
they  had  to  pay  for  raising  their  money  and  not 
having  in  the  first  instance  sufficient  capital. 
However,  the  fact  remained  that  when  they 
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liad  taken  the  line  to  Jaokaon'a  they  oould 
proceed  no  farther.     They  then  appealed  to 
the  colony.    The  demands  first  made,  I  need 
scarcely  repeat,  were  such  as  oould   not  be 
entertained  by  the  colony.    I  think  the  lowest 
amount  asked  for  the  construction  of  the  line 
from  Paterson's  Gully  up  to  Jackson's  was  some 
three- quarters  of  a  million.    Last  session  the 
Honse  went   into   this  matter.     The   whole 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Pablio  Accounts 
Committee,  and  the  Committee  went  very  fully 
into  it.     If  honourable  members  will  look  at 
the  evidence  they  will  see  what  was  claimed 
by  the  company,  and  they  will  see  on  what 
grounds  it  was  claimed.     They  will  see  how 
these  claims  were  met.    Ultimately  the  Com- 
mittee  reported   that   debentures  in  lieu   of 
land-grants   should  be  offered,   and  that   the 
original  contract  should  be  maintained — that 
was,   including   the   Nelson   connection.    The 
company  were  to  construct  the  whole  of  the 
hues  of  railway  mentioned  in  the  original  con- 
tract, but  at  the  same  time  they  were  to  receive 
debentures  in  lieu  of  land-grants.  That  was  the 
position  taken  up  by  Parliament  last  session. 
These  conditions  were  offered  to  the  company. 
If  honourable  members  look  at  the  correspond- 
ence they  will  find  that  the  decision  of  the 
House  was  communicated  to  the  company,  and 
the  company  replied  to  that  communication. 
The  difference  this  session  is  that  the  com- 
X>any  have  asked  to  be  relieved  from  making 
what  is  known  as  the  Motueka- Reef  ton  con- 
nection.   I  may  say  on  that  point  that,  that 
being  a  departure  from  what  was  recommended 
by  the  House  last  session,  the  Government  had 
to  satisfy  itself  first  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
company  had  made  every  reasonable  effort  to 
raise  sufficient  money  to  complete  the  whole 
contract  in  terms  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  House  last  session.     After  that  inquiry,  I 
say  here,  knowing  as  I  do  every  detail  in  con- 
nection with   the  company  and  its  financial 
position  and  what  it  has  offered  to  do,  that  it 
is  not  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  original 
contract  and  to  construct  the  Motueka-Beef  ton 
Section,  thus  completing  the  Nelson  connec- 
tion.   For  me  to  formulate  and  to  support  this 
Bill,  leaving  out  as  it  does  the  Nelson  connec- 
tion, after  what  I  have  done,  and  after  what  has 
been  done  in  reference  to  this  railway,  I  say 
is  a  most  painful  thing — it  is  almost  a  humiliat- 
ing position  to  be  placed  in.    There  were  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  people  of  Nel- 
son and  Beefton  as  to  that  connection ;  they 
have  waited  for  it  for  years.    They  have  had 
no   settlement  going  on,   and  they  have  had 
very  little  expenditure  taking  place — only  some 
£60,000   odd.    Now   suddenly   we    are    called 
upon  to  ask  Parliament  to  agree  to  the  aban- 
donment, at  all  events  for  the  time  being,  of 
that  communication.    I  say  this:   that,  not- 
withstanding that  it  is  painful  for  me  to  have 
to  do  it,  I  look  upon  it  simply  as  a  matter 
of  duty — that,  under  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances in  which  we  are  placed,  duty  compels 
me  to  advine  the  course  which  I  am  advising. 
In  the  proposals,  1  may  say,  the  Nelson-Reef- 
ton  connection  is  not  altogether  abandoned: 
Mr.  Seddon 


it  is  left  open  for  further  negotiation,  and 
there  is  a  completion  at  all  events  to  one  point, 
which  will  shorten  the  distance  between  Beef- 
ton  and  Nelson — I  refer  to  the  completion  of 
the  line  to  a  point  at  Norris's  Gully.  In  this 
line  you  will  have  a  workable  piece  of  line, 
upon  which  an  expenditure  of  £90,000  ha* 
taken  plaoe,  and  that  is  all  that  the  good 
people  of  Nelson  will  receive  for  having  their 
land-settlement  stopped  for  ten  years.  So  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  for  some  years  to  come 
there  will  be  nothing  done.  Further,  there 
is  this  to  be  taken  into  consideration:  The 
company  is  not  in  a  position  to  do  it,  as  it 
cannot  get  the  money.  It  may  be  argued,  and 
will  be  argued,  that  as  regards  the  land-grania 
that  portion  of  the  line  has  received  less,  pro- 
portionately, than  other  portions  of  the  line. 
The  expenditure  on  the  other  end  of  the  line 
would  be  greater  ;  and  what  weighs  with  me, 
and  what  weighed  with  the  Government,  is 
this  fact:  that  the  amounts  to  be  paid  are 
fixed  by  the  original  contract,  and  are  sche- 
duled, so  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  you  cao 
fairly  claim  in  that  respect  that  the  company 
should  not  receive  the  amount  so  fixed.  Now, 
the  amounts  are  fixed  in  a  schedule,  and  the 
company  claim  to  have  received  a  profit  on 
the  land,  and,  so  far,  their  transactions  show 
that  they  did  receive  a  profit  on  the  land 
granted,  but  when  the  thing  is  completed  to  a 
larger  amount  I  question  very  mu(m  whether 
there  will  be  a  very  large  profit  to  thena.  How- 
ever, that  is  the  position,  I  think,  put  very  fairly 
in  this  respect.  The  next  part  is  the  Bill  that 
is  now  before  the  House,  and  what  has  led  to 
the  Bill  being  introduced.  I  may  say  that  the 
company  notified  the  Government  that  they 
could  not  complete  the  whole  line,  but  that 
they  were  prepared  to  complete  the  connection 
between  Paterson's  Creek  and  Jackson's  on 
certain  terms.  They  asked  that  £618,000,  by 
way  of  debentures,  should  be  lodged  with  the 
Public  Trustee,  and  stated  that  this  amonnt 
would  pay  interest  for  fourteen  years  at  the 
rate  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  £1,250,000  required 
to  complete  the  line  between  these  two  points, 
and  which  said  amount  the  company  are  in  a 
position  to  raise. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Would  that  open  it  to 
Springfield  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  completes  the  line 
from  Brunnerton  to  Springfield.  It  is  urged 
that  this  £618,000  would  pay  more  than  4  per 
cent,  for  more  than  fourteen  years  on  the 
£1,250,000.  A  computation  was  made  show- 
ing that  if  the  sum  were  lodged  immediately  it 
would  do  so.  But  if  honourable  members  will 
look  at  the  Bill  they  will  find  that  we  have  not 
agreed  to  that.  Under  section  5  the  company 
first  of  all,  within  two  years,  has  to  complete  the 
line  to  Norris's  Gully,  and  I  may  say  that  after 
that  completion  we  pay  nothing  at  all  upon  it. 
After  it  is  completed  it  is  to  be  handed  over  to 
the  colony  without  payment  of  anything  what- 
ever. That  is  practically  giving  to  the  colony 
what  has  cost  the  company  about  £60,000. 
Out  of  the  amount  already  spent  we  have 
given  away  in  land-grants  land  to  the  value  of 
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£80,000,  so  that  we  may  say  we  shall  receive  in 
round  nambers  about  £60,000  of  what  has  been 
spent  by  the  company  after  they  have  com- 
pleted the  line.  We  shall  be  told,  probably, 
that  we  are  getting  a  line  which  it  will  not  pay 
the  company  to  work.  I  admit  that  it  will  not 
pay  the  company  to  work  it,  but  I  say,  with  our 
railway  stafi  at  the  Nelson  end,  the  colony  can 
work  it  without  any  extra  cost  whatever.  It  will 
also  bring  trade  to  the  other  Government  rail- 
way, and  will  shorten  the  distance  to  Beefton. 
Id  that  respect  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  colony,  and  we  are  therefore  getting  a  con- 
cession in  the  company  handing  over  that 
constructed  piece  of  line  free  of  cost.  Then, 
as  regards  the  line  from  Jackson's  to  Spring- 
field, the  company  is,  in  lieu  of  land-grants,  tc 
receive  3}-per-cent.  debentures  to  the  value  of 
£618,2350.  I  wish  honourable  members  to  mark 
this:  that  the  debentures  are  to  be  issued  and 
delivered  as  follows : — 

"{d.)  Such  debentures  shall  be  issued  and 
delivered  as  follows :  Debentures  to  the  value 
of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  new  contract,  and 
debentures  to  the  value  of  a  further  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  within  two  years 
from  the  same  date,  and  debentures  to  the 
valae  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  upon  the  said 
tailway  between  Springfield  and  Jackson's 
being  completed  and  opened  for  traffic : 

"  Provided,  however,  that  no  delivery  of  de- 
bentures shall  take  place  as  aforesaid  until  at 
least  one- fourth  of  the  total  amount  or  value 
of  the  works  to  be  completed  by  the  company 
under  the  new  contract  are  so  completed  in 
terms  of  such  contract;  nor  shall  the  second 
delivery  of  debentures  (to  tlie  value  of  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  two  huudred  thousand  pounds)  be 
made  until  works  to  the  value  of  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  whole  of  the  works  agreed  to  be 
completed  shall  have  been  completed  by  the 
company  as  aforesaid." 

Honourable  members  will  therefore  see  that 
the  objections  raised  to  lodging  debentures  for 
the  benefit  of  the  company  in  the  first  instance 
have  been  met,  and  that  the  present  proposed 
arrangements  are  in  favour  of  the  colony ; 
because,  if  you  divide  £1,250,000  by  4,  you 
will  see  that'you  are  getting  more  than  the 
value  of  the  works  done  by  the  company  ;  and 
then  we  have  a  safeguard,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  work  constructed,  to  the  value 
of  the  debentures.  Itot  only  that,  but  you 
will  see  that  the  moneys  you  give  will  not  give 
them  more  than  4  per  cent,  for  the  fourteen 
years  claimed  in  the  way  that  we  propose  to 
give  this  money.  I  make  this  clear  in  order 
to  meet  the  arguments  used  outside,  because 
it  is  said  that  we  are  asking  to  give  more 
money  to  the  company  than  they  in  the  first 
instance  stated  was  required.  If  this  money 
bad  been  lodged— this  £618,000 — immediately 
after  the  contract  was  signed  it  would  have 
paid  more  in  fourteen  years  than  4  per  cent. 
Lodging  the  debentures  as  now  proposed  would 
not  pay  more  than  4  per  cent. — in  fact,  it 
is  under.     I  hope  I  have  made  that  clear  to 


I  honourable  members,  because  it  is  a  point  that 
has  been  raised,  and  it  might  be  raised  again. 
The  next  question,  after  having  placed  the 
contract  fairly  before  the  House,  is.  What  are 
the  advantages  that  can  be  claimed  for  the 
colony  for  conceding  what  we  are  conceding  by 
the  present  proposals?  I  say  the  question  of 
encouraging  tourist  traffic  by  the  construction 
of  this  line  has  greater  weight  to-day  than 
when  the  Stout -Vogel  Government  agreed  to 
construct  the  line ;  and  every  argument  that 
was  then  used  by  what  was  known  as  the  Can- 
terbury party  —  and  at  that  time  they  were 
a  united  and  formidable  band — every  argu- 
ment then  used  stands  quite  as  good  to-day, 
and  indeed  has  greater  force,  because  as 
the  years  roll  on  ther4<i8  greater  advantage  to 
this  colony  from  the  tourist  traffic.  New  Zea- 
land is  being  better  known  with  regard  to  its 
capabilities,  its  scenery,  and  its  position  by 
tourists.  Its  advantages  have  been  taken  fur- 
ther afield,  and  by  these  means  there  is  much 
indirect  advantage.  I  may  say  that  not  only  to- 
Canterbury  and  the  West  Coast  is  there  an 
advantage  as  regards  the  tourist  traffic,  but 
the  Otira  scenery  on  the  West  Coast  is  known 
world-wide.  In  addition  there  is  the  North 
Island  scenery,  the  Botorua  geysers,  and  the 
other  class  of  scenery  which  we  have  in  the 
North  Island,  and  tourists  who  come  to  New 
Zealand  to  see  the  scenery  on  the  West  Coast 
would  assuredly  pay  the  North  Island  a  visit. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  person  in  this 
House  who  will  not  admit  the  great  advantage 
to  the  colony  of  fostering  and  encouraging 
tourist  traffic.  There  is  another  phase  of  the 
question,  as  regards  the  carrying  of  mineral 
products  and  timber,  and  the  advantage  of  the 
connection  between  the  east  and  west  coasts. 
I  say  that  it  will  be  a  great  advantage.  There 
are  parts  of  Canterbury,  and  other  parts  of  the 
South  Island,  that  would  bo  fed  directly  from 
the  coal-mines.  The  argument  that  we  have 
now  harbours  and  shipping  competing  against 
the  railways  successfully  might  obtain  as 
against  the  North  and  some  parts  of  the  South 
Island,  but,  as  regards  Canterbury,  and  right 
down  to  Oamaru,  I  say  that  the  coal  put  direct 
into  the  trucks  from  the  mines  could  be  taken 
at  a  payable  price  and  landed  at  the  places  I 
have  indicated.  In  that  respect  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  line  are  as  sound  as  the  day 
the  proposal  was  first  made.  There  is  also 
another  advantage  which  might  be  gained,  and 
that  is  this:  If  it  was  wise  to  make  railway 
connection  between  Otago  and  Canterbury  this 
proposed  connection  between  the  West  Coast 
and  Canterbury  would  have  greater  force  ;  i{ 
it  W8LS  wise  to  construct  a  line  between  Wel- 
lington and  Auckland,  then  I  say  it  applies  with 
equal  force  that  the  east  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island  should  be  connected  with  the  west 
coast.  Then,  there  is  also  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  that  there  will  bo  work  found 
for  two  thousand  men.  We  have  at  the  present 
time  a  steady  drain  from  the  colony,  and  I  am 
compelled  to  admit  it.  We  lost  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  of  our  population  last  month, 
more  than  what  came  to  the  colony.    If  thero 
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is  anything  that  pains  me  more  than  another  it 
is  that,  while  we  have  such  a  beautifal  country 
as  this,  which  offers  so  many  opportunities  to 
our  people,  we  should  be  losing  our  population. 
If  }'ou  will  only  pass  thiii  Bill,  and  let  this  com- 
pany go  to  work.  I  Bay  that  the  Otira  Oorge 
will  be  a  second  Coolgardie.  It  will  stop  men 
{rom  leaving  us  with  their  few  pounds,  their 
stout  hearts,  and  their  bono  and  muscle,  for 
they  are  going  now  away  to  make  Australia ; 
eind  I  say  if  you  pass  this  Bill  they  will  stop 
in  the  colony.  Wellington  would  receive  an 
advantage  from  the  construction  of  this  line. 
And  every  representative  in  this  House  will 
agree  that  it  is  a  great  loss  to  the  colony  for 
us  to  be  losing  our  population.  When  work  is 
to  be  given  to  the  unemployed  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  £2,500,000,  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  a  man  in  this  House  who  should 
oppose  the  finding  of  work  for  these  toilers.  I 
say  that  the  farmers  and  producers  of  Canter- 
bury and  other  parts  of  the  colony  would 
benefit  by  the  work  being  put  in  hand.  They 
are  getting  extremely  low  prices  for  all 
kinds  of  produce.  There  is  nothing  more 
profitable  tban  markets  near  home,  and  the 
effect  of  having  two  thousand  men  at  work  to 
feed  with  their  own  products  would  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  the  unfortunate  farmers  of 
Canterbury,  who  have  been  suffering  for  some 
years  past.  That  may  be  regarded  as  a  small 
matter  by  some  members  of  the  House,  but 
if  they  put  half  the  money  earned  by  the  men 
into  Canterbury  it  would  prove  very  beneficial 
to  the  farmers.  I  claim  this  also  as  of  para- 
mount importance,  not  only  to  that  district 
but  to  the  whole  colony :  that  if  we  fix  the 
matter  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  this  Bill  it 
means  that  we  shall  set  free  five  million  acres 
of  Crown  lands  for  settlement  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  land  is  useless. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  say  the  land  is  not  useless. 
I  say  there  is  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Canter- 
bury ;  there  is  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Nelson  ; 
and  a  large  tract  of  land  south  of  Westland, 
known  as  the  Whanganui  Flats,  from  about 
ten  miles  below  Boss,  right  down  almost  to 
Okarito,  which  is  as  good  grazing-land  as  you 
can  get  in  any  part  of  the  colony. 

Ah  Hon.  Mkmbeb. — You  want  a  roof  over  it. 

Mr.  SKDDON. — We  do  not  want  a  roof  over 
it.  There  are  other  places  that  require  roofing 
nearer  home.  If  gome  honourable  members 
were  to  go  and  see  the  grass  on  those  lands  to 
which  I  have  referred  to  they  would  say  tiiat 
there  was  no  better  land  than  that  about  the 
Whanganui  Flats,  almost  to  Slount  Hercules, 
and  that  this  land  is  capable  of  maintaining 
a  large  population.  During  the  last  ten  years 
the  settlement  on  the  West  Coast  has  been 
almost  stopped ;  and  five  million  acres  would 
be  set  free  if  this  Bill  were  passed.  The 
people  of  Nelson,  Canterbury,  and  Westland 
have  had  land  locked  up  for  the  last  ten  years, 
and  tlioy  are  only  asking  now  in  this  Bill  that 
the  land' should  be  set  free  ;  and  that  is  one  of 
the  advantages  that  I  claim  under  the  present 
proposal,  it  is  not  fair  nor  just  to  those  in 
that  part  of  the  colony  that  Parliament  should 
iir.  Seddon 


refuse  to  allow  this  land  to  he  set  free  for 
settlement  purposes.  Now  we  will  take  the 
alternative.  I  said  in  my  speech  that  an  ex- 
tension of  time  would  be  claimed.  I  gave  the 
reason  why,  for  I  know  that  the  company 
will  claim — in  fact,  it  has  already  claimed — an 
extension  of  time,  and,  as  I  told  the  House, 
if  the  matter  goes  to  arbitration  I  am  almoct 
confident  that  the  extension  of  time  will  be 
conceded. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Because  of  the  alterations 
that  have  been  made  in  the  contract.  There 
are  the  deviation  and  the  Abt  system. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  not  an  alteration. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why,  from  the  fact  of  the 
company  coming  to  Parliament  and  petitioning 
Parliament,  and  from  the  fact  that  -we  have 
this  year  discussed  and  last  year  discussed  this 
matter,  and  that  concessions  have  been  made 
pendiug  further  proposals,  if  the  question 
went  to  arbitration  on  that  ground  alone  we 
might  reasonably  expect  that  the  company 
would  succeed  in  obtaining  some  consideration. 
Sitting  on  these  benches  and  dealing  with  this 
question,  in  which  the  honour  of  the  colony  ii 
concerned,  I  say  that  if  we  deal  harshly  with 
the  company,  and  do  not  give  them  fair  con- 
cessions, we  shall  injure  the  good  name  of  New 
Zealand.  I  for  one  will  not  be  a  party  to 
that.  The  names  of  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  this  company  in  London,  and  of  those 
who  went  to  London  to  float  the  company, 
are  those  of  well-known  men;  and  after  the 
position  taken  up,  supported  as  it  is  by  doeo- 
monts  and  evidence,  I  say  that  it  would 
seriously  affect  the  credit  of  the  colony  if 
the  Government  did  not  give  the  company  fair 

12  SO  ^''^'^''■iiBot.  That  is  my  contention. 
Well,  then,  there  may  be  —  we  will 
say  that  probably  there  will  be — an  extension 
of  time  granted ;  there  will  be  a  greater  or  less 
concession  given  in  the  way  of  extension  of 
time.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  an  extension  of 
the  contract  time  were  refused,  and  the  Go- 
vernment commenced  to  deal  with  the  land, 
what  would  follow  then?  An  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  an  injunction  to  prevent 
the  colony  from  dealing  with  the  land  within 
the  area. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— How  can  they  get  an  in- 
junction against  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  am  not  so  well 
versed  in  law  as  the  honourable  member ;  but. 
at  all  events,  there  is  a  contract  in  existence, 
and  the  land  for  the  time  being  is  kept  from 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Crown.  Government 
cannot  sell  or  lease,  except  for  mining  pur- 
poses, an  acre  of  land  within  the  contract 
area  until  such  time  as  the  company  has  done 
its  work,  and  then  they  can  claim  their  land- 
grants  on  the  land-certificates. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  if  they  do  not  do 
their  work  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — If  they  do  not  do  their 
work  all  things  must  come  to  an  end,  and,  I 
suppose,  so  will  this  contract;  but  it  would 
not  come  to  an  end  if  there  was  any  reason- 
able ground  for  an  extension  of  time,  and  to 
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commence  to  deal  mth  lands  as  though  the 
contiaot  had  expired  wholly  by  effluxion  of 
time  must  inevitably  lead  to  litigation,  and 
damages  would  be  claimed.  That  is  what  I 
contend.  Now  we  come  to  the  question  of  liti- 
gation as  between  the  company  and  the  Go- 
vernment. We  have  had  in  the  history  of  the 
colony  litigation  on  contracts.  The  litigation 
on  the  Brogdeu  claims  will  probably  not  soon 
be  forgotten ;  and  in  that  matter  what  had 
the  colony  to  pay  ? 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — It  won. 

Mr.  SEDDON-.— Yes,  it  won;  but  what  did  it 
oost  us,  and  what  would  this  cost?  Members 
should  look  at  it  from  a  reasonable  standpoint, 
and  if  possible  litigation  should  be  avoided. 
Then,  supposing  the  company  had  completed 
its  work  on  the  land-grant  system,  we  should 
be  bound  to  give  the  full  value  in  land,  no 
matter  if  it  took  the  five  million  acres,  and 
I  bolieve  on  a  fair  reading  of  the  contract  the 
Oovemment  will  have  to  modify  the  price  in 
the  schedule  till  the  company  has  practically 
got  the  £618,000  in  land.  If  I  were  bringing 
in  a  Bill  for  the  first  time  to  the  House  to 
agree  to  such  terms  as  these  now  before  us  the 
House  would  no  doubt  reject  it,  but  we  must 
take  the  position  as  we  find  it,  and  it  is  simply 
a  variation  of  the  contreict  made  in  1884  and 
1888,  which  has  been  several  times  amended, 
and  now  we  come  to  a  final  arrangement, 
which  will,  in  my  opinion,  if  granted,  settle 
once  and  for  all  this  very  difficult  question. 
Now,  I  say  there  is  an  objection,  and  I  ask, 
'where  is  that  objection  coming  from,  and  what 
is  underneath  and  behind  it?  I  have  heard  it 
said  by  honourable  members,  "  Why  should  the 
Midland  Company  sontract  be  entered  into? 
If  we  can  knock  out  these  proposals,  and  keep 
Canterbury,  Otago,  and  Auckland  together, 
we  are  bound  to  force  the  construction  of  the 
Otago  Central  Bailway  and  the  completion 
of  the  North  Island  Trunk.  The  Canterbury 
people  must  go  with  us,  tuid  we  will  have  a 
good  big  loan."  These  were  the  arguments 
used.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Suburbs  will  deny  that  he 
is  favourable  to  the  purchase  of  the  Mana- 
watu  Bailway,  so  that  when  they  put  the 
whole  of  these  together  there  will  come  about 
what  should  be  avoided,  and  what,  I  say,  as 
far  as  this  colony  is  concerned,  has  been  a 
serious  blot  in  the  past,  for  which  we  are 
suffering  to-day  in  having  to  pay  the  interest 
on  a  huge  loan  for  the  construction  of  works 
out  of  that  loan-money.  Now,  I  say  those  who 
are  against  borrowing,  those  who  are  with  the 
Oovemment  for  a  self-reliant,  non-borrowing 
policy,  must  support  this  Bill  if  they  are  at  all 
consistent.    Now,  I  must  repudiate  that  this 

is  fresh  borrowing  decidedly  and  openly 

Mr.  ALLEN. — So  will  New  Zealand  have  to, 
if  we  go  on  like  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  show  the  honourable 
member  in  a  few  minutes  what  has  been  going 
on  very  steadily  for  the  last  teu  years  in  other 
parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  then,  I  think,  he 
will  admit  that  great  injustice  has  been  done 
to  the  parts  of  the  colony  more  particularly 


affected  by  this  proposal.  I  cannot  believe  for 
a  moment  that  there  are  many  members  here 
who  would  desire  to  inaugurate  such  a  borrow- 
ing system  of  policy  as  I  have  described,  to  bring 
about  advantage  to  their  own  particular  district 
by  doing  a  grievous  wrong  to  another  part  of 
the  colony.  I  hope  there  are  very  few — I  hop» 
there  are  no  members  in  the  House  who  would 
do  this ;  but  I  have  simply  told  the  House  what 
has.  been  stated  to  me,  and  I  may  say  I  heard 
one  member  make  a  statement  to  the  effect  I 
have  now  mentioned.  I  will  now  take  the  com- 
parative expenditure  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
colony  during  the  time  this  Midland  contract 
has  been  proceeding,  and  will  give  the  figures  to 
the  House.  I  say  that  if  honourable  members 
are  open  to  reason  at  all,  if  they  are  prepared 
to  do  what  is  fair  and  just,  they  ought  to  sup< 
port  the  proposals  of  this  Bill.  I  will  tak» 
first  of  all  the  expenditure  out  of  loan  in  the 
provincial  district  from  the  1st  of  April,  1886, 
to  the  Slst  March,  1894,  and  also  the  valuo 
of  the  land  granted  in  connection  with  the 
Midland  Bailway. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— Why  take  1886  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
ought  to  know  the  time  of  the  contract. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  contract  was  not  signed 
in  1886. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Good  gracious  !  A  syndicate 
went  Home  in  connection  with  the  contract 
authorised  by  the  Act  of  1884.  The  first  con- 
tract was  signed  in  188S,  and  legalised  by  the 
Act  of  1886 ;  the  second  contract  was  made  in 
1888 :  thus  1886  is  the  mean.  If  I  took  the 
expenditure  from  1884  it  is  all  the  more  against 
you. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh  t  but  it  is.  I  have  only 
gone  over  the  time  of  the  present  contract.  I 
have  not  taken  an  unreasonable  date ;  but  the 
further  I  go  back  the  worse  it  will  be  for  the 
other  provincial  districts.  I  am  interrupted  by 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  perhaps 
purposely,  but  I  shall  give  these  figures.  The 
Auckland  District  has  had  expended  out  of 
loan  £1,085,818,  Hawke's  Bay  has  had  £196,871, 
the  Wellington  District  has  had  £931,114, 
Taranaki  has  had  £95,760,  Nelson  £191,000, 
Marlborough  £91,300,  Canterbury  £268,173, 
whilst  Westland  has  had  £282,717,  and  Otago^ 
has  had  £1,053,327.  Now,  in  round  numbers, 
what  has  been  the  expenditure  out  of  loan?' 
In  Auckland  a  million,  in  Wellington  £981,000, 
and  in  Otago  £1,053,000. 
Mr.  EAUNSH AW.— Where  is  Southland? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  included  in  Otago. 
And,  now,  what  has  Canterbury  had?  The 
total  amount  by  land-grants  for  the  ten  years 
is  £184,758.  That  is  all  her  expenditure  on 
this  railway  under  the  land-grants.  Nelson 
has  had  in  value  £88,748,  and  therefore,  be- 
tween the  two,  there  is  a  little  over  £200,000  ia 
land,  and  in  Canterbury  £368,173  out  of  loan. 
The  total  altogether  for  Canterbury  for  the 
ten  years  is  £452,956,  for  Auckland  a  million, 
for  Wellington  a  million,  and  for  Otago  a  miU 
lion.  Aud,  again,  what  have  we  provided  this  . 
year  on  the  estimates — the  public-works  esti- 
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mates?  For  Auckland  £167,000,  for  Wel- 
lington £147,000,  and  for  Otago  £105,000  ;  and 
all  that  you  propose  here,  specially  during  the 
next  two  years,  is  £200,000  for  Canterbury, 
I^elson,  and  Westland,  when  the  other  three 
provincial  districts  have — since  the  Midland 
Kailway  contract  was  entered  into  —  had 
£3,000,000  sterling  out  of  loan.  This  £618,000 
is  to  be  spread  over  four  years,  and  that 
means  annually  £150,000,  while  we  have  on 
the  estimates  for  this  year  £167,000  for  Auck- 
land, £117.000  for  Wellington,  and  £165,000 
for  Otago.  I  say,  speaking  so  far  as  one  can  see 
for  the  next  four  years,  you  will  find  the  same 
•expenditure  voted  for  the  other  provincial  dis- 
tricts ;  and,  this  being  the  case,  why  in  all  rea- 
son should  we  refuse  to  do  what  is  just  and  fair 
to  those  parts  of  the  colony  to  which  this  Bill 
specially  applies,  which,  I  say,  have  suffered 
for  the  last  ten  years  ?  For  my  part,  I  will  be 
no  party  to  that,  and  if  honourable  members 
Are  just  they  will  not  refuse  to  deal  out  even- 
handed  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
should  not  refuse  to  accept  these  proposals  to 
carry  this  Bill,  and  once  for  all  to  end  a  matter 
which,  if  not  dealt  with  now,  must  lead  the 
colony  into  great  and  serious  trouble.  I  feel 
assured  that  the  honour  of  this  colony  is,  as  it 
were,  at  stake  in  regard  to  this  transaction — 
that  what  we  are  doing  is  watched  very  care- 
fully, and  that  we  should  not  for  a  moment 
lightly  treat  our  honour,  or  allow  it  to  be  sullied, 
and  sullied  it  will  be  unless  we  meet  the  com- 
pany fully  and  fairly,  and  do  justice  to  these 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  say  in  the  spirit  of 
Lonesty  it  is  our  duty  to  open  the  lands  there 
for  settlement — those  districts  have  suffered  for 
the  last  ten  years,  and  shall  suffer  no  longer. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  do  not  know  that  1  have 
ever  beard  a  more  misleading  speech  than 
that  delivered  this  forenoon.  It  is  not  only 
misleading,  but  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  makes  so  many  blunders 
lin  facts.  If  he  had  taken  the  trouble  even  to 
read  the  short  synopsis  of  the  history  of  the 
contract  which  appeared  in  D.-2  of  session 
1887  he  would  not  have  fallen  into  so  many 
blunders.  Let  me,  in  the  short  time  allowed 
to  me  by  our  wonderful  rules,  give  a  short  his- 
tory of  how  the  contract  arose.  Sir,  it  was 
originally  intended  by  the  public  -  works  policy 
— and  I  am  speaking  first  of  the  Canterbury 
Section — that  the  railway  should  be  made  right 
through  the  Middle  Island ;  and  that  railway 
was  proceeded  with,  and  had  got  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point  in  1881.  In  1881,  however,  a  new 
system  of  railway-construction  was  started  in 
Kew  Zealand :  that  system  was  called  "  the 
Jand-grant  system  " ;  and  an  Act  was  passed 
authorising  companies  to  be  formed  and  to  ob- 
tain land-grants  up  to  a  certain  amount.  This 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway  —  though  not 
known  then  as  the  East  and  West  Coast  Bail- 
way,  because  it  was  to  go  by  Beefton  in  a  dif- 
lerent  direction,  and  join  a  line  to  be  made 
from  North  Canterbury — was  included  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Bill.  Certain  railways  have 
been  made  under  that  land-grant  system.  The 
Manawatu  Bailway  is  one,  and  that  was  also 
iir.  Seddon 


included  in  the  sohednle ;  but,  so  far  aa  the 
land-grant  system  is  concerned,  it  had  been 
suggested  in  this  colony  so  far  back  as  1868,  and 
proposals  had  been  submitted  to  Parliament 
for  a  contract  for  a  railway  from  Nelson  under 
the  land-grant  system  before  the  public-worira 
policy  was  brought  down  to  the  House.  We 
come  back  now  to  1881.  Negotiations  had 
been  going  on  between  several  gentlemen  for 
the  formation  of  a  railway  nnder  the  land- 
grant  system  of  1881,  and  an  Act  was  passed  in 
1884  making  certain  concessions  different  from 
those  in  the  Act  of  1881,  and,  though  these 
concessions  did  not  really  amount  to  veiy 
much,  there  was  a  difference  in  the  amount 
of  land  to  be  given.  Instead  of  being  a  third 
it  was  to  be  a  half ;  and  it  had  this  great  dis- 
tinction :  Under  the  Act  of  1881  the  land  was 
to  be  valued,  and  it  might  be  valued  so  low  as 
la.  an  acre.  Some  of  the  land  included  in  the 
five-million  limit  is  not  worth  Id.  an  acre — it  ii 
merely  glaciers  and  mountain-tops.  However, 
the  minimum  price  fixed  by  the  Act  of  1884  wa« 
10s.  an  acre,  and  no  land  could  be  valued  at 
less.  A  contract  was  drawn  up  and  signed  be- 
tween certain  gentlemen  residing  in  Christ- 
church — Messrs.  Chrystall,  Scott,  and  others. 
They  went  to  London  to  see  if  a  syndicate 
would  take  up  their  contract;  but  the  syn- 
dicate declined  to  take  up  the  contract  un- 
less certain  further  concessions  were  made. 
These  further  concessions  came  before  the 
House  in  1886,  and  if  honourable  members  yrill 
look  at  the  statute  they  will  see  the  cono^ 
sions  that  were  asked  and  the  concessions  that 
were  granted.  The  further  concessions  that 
were  granted  were,  first,  as  to  selection — that 
the  lands  were  to  be  selected ;  secondly,  as  to 
interest  during  the  contract;  running-powers; 
and  a  deposit  of  £150,000  on  the  assignment  of 
the  contract.  These  were  all  the  concessions 
that  were  further  granted  by  the  Act  of  1886. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  has  said  that 
provision  was  not  made  in  the  Acts  of  1884  and 
1886  to  safeguard  the  goldfields  interests. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.  —  Provision  was  made  to 
safeguard  the  goldfields  interest  even  in  the 
Act  of  1884. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.  — The  honourable  member 
may  say  "No,"  but  the  Act  states  this  :  "  No 
land  now  used  for  mining  purposes."  That 
is  surely  wide  enough. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  was  land  which  the 
Law  Officers  held  to  be  occupied  at  the  time  as 
mining  claims. 

Sir  H.  STOUT.— What  law  does  the  honour- 
able member  refer  to  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  refer  to  the  advice  of  the 
Law  Officers. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  clause  also  says,  "or 
which  shall  be  known  gold-workings,  shall  be 
deemed  Crown  lands  under  this  Act."  How- 
ever, so  far  as  tlie  Act  of  1884  was  conoemed, 
the  company  would  not  take  up  that  contraet, 
and  so  far  as  the  Crown  was  concerned  that 
contract  wem  practically  at  an  end.  Then, 
under  the  Act  of  1886  another  contract  was 
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4rawn  up,  and  honourable  members  will  find 
U  in  D.-2,  page  4,  of  the  session  of  1887,  and 
in  that  contoact  no  one  can  say  that  mining  in- 
terests were  not  safe-guarded.  There  was  pro- 
vision for  reserves  in  the  draft  contiact  of  188T. 
That  contract,  as  drawn  up  in  1887,  safeguarded 
the  mining  interest  absolutely.  There  was  no 
doubt  about  that ;  and  in  the  contract  there 
was  power,  under  the  Mines  Act,  to  make  re- 
serves, and  I  believe  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  to  that 
effect.  Then,  again,  this  talk  of  arbitration, 
I  simply  say,  has  been  used  as  a  lever  to  get 
further  concessions.  That  contract  was  sent 
to  England,  and  the  company  declined  to 
«ccept  it,  but  they  said  they  would  accept 
it  as  a  basis,  and  they  wanted  a  further  modi- 
fication, that  further  modification  being  that 
the  Abt  system  should  be  adopted  ;  aud  the 
value  of  this  concession  was  to  them  some- 
thing like  £470,000.  I  am  giving  the  figures 
of  the  former  Under-Secretary  for  Public 
Works,  Mr.  O'Connor.  They  asked  also  that 
ihe  alternate -block  system  should  be  aban- 
doned, which  meant  a  concession  to  them  of 
£500,000  or  £600,000  more.  The  total  of  the 
concessions  asked  for  by  them  in  the  new  con- 
tract of  1888  were  worth,  I  believe,  no  less  than 
one  million.  Do  honourable  members  know 
what  the  abolition  of  the  alternate-block  sys- 
tem meant?  Under  the  alternate-block  system 
-they  were  not  allowed  to  select  a  single  acre 
within  the  five  millions  of  the  reserves  until 
the  alternate  blocks  had  been  taken  up.  The 
alternate  blocks  faced  the  railway,  and  were 
to  have  a  one-mile  frontage,  and  extend  fifteen 
miles  back,  and  they  were  bound  to  take  the 
eteep  mountain-sides  and  glaciers.  Much  of 
that  land  was  not  worth  Id.  an  acre.  And  what 
then  happened?  They  came  to  Parliament  in 
1887;  and  a  farther  contract  was  made — in 
fact,  the  only  contract  that  has  been  made  by 
the  company.  It  was  made  on  the  3rd  August, 
1888.  What  did  that  give  them?  It  gave 
them  the  right  to  select  land  anywhere  within 
the  five-mile  area  they  pleased,  with  the  result 
-that  they  took  up  the  better  country,  and  on 
the  east  coast  they  had  magnificent  tracts  of 
land,  and  on  the  east  coast  gomg  across  the 
juountain-range  they  took  pastoral  land  which 
we  know  afterwards  they  were  enabled  to  sell 
at  something  like  35  per  cent,  advance  on  what 
it  bad  been  valued  at  when  they  took  it.  They 
picked  out  the  eyes  of  the  land :  the  land  left 
to  them  now  is  bush-land,  and  the  west  coast 
land  would  take  more  to  road — to  make  ap- 
proaches to  it  —  than  practically  it  is  worth. 
The  new  contract  was  made,  and  these  enor- 
mous concessions  were  given  to  them.  The 
Crown  has  a  right  to  select,  X  think,  750,000 
acres  for  mining  purposes,  and  out  of  this  area 
X  understand  that  up  to  the  present  only  some 
300,000  have  been  seleoted.  What  do  they 
want  now?  They  have  got  this  land,  they 
have  picked  out  the  eyes  of  it,  and  on  the  land 
they  have  sold  they  have  got  an  advance  of  35 
.per  cent.,  and  now  they  come  to  the  House  and 
«ay,  "  We  do  not  want  any  more  land.  We 
-want  yon  to  give  us  £618,000  in  oash— that  is, 


that  you  are  to  buy  our  rights  from  us  " ;  and 
that  means  that  the  colony  is  to  raise  a  loan  in 
London  at  SJ  per  cent.  It  simply  means  that 
we  are  to  buy  up  what  are  called  their  land- 
rights  for  £618,000,  and  we  are  to  xet  aside 
altogether  the  construction  of  the  Nelson  end. 
This  is  the  further  concession  they  ask  from 
the  first  contract  made,  and  from  the  second 
contract  made  in  1888.  That  is  the  difference 
between  the  concessions ;  and  we  come  to  this : 
that  the  concessions  already  given  to  this  Lon- 
don company  are  not  less  than  £1,000,000.  Now 
this  new  concession  is  proposed,  and  we  have 
another  half-million.  That  is  what  I  object 
to.  Why  should  we  allow  this  company  to 
violate  its  contract?  I  say  that  the  honour 
of  the  colony  is  at  stake,  and  that  this  contract 
should  not  be  violated.  I  say  the  honour  of 
the  colony  is  pledged  to  this  Nelson  end  just 
as  much  8ks  it  is  to  a  syndicate  in  London. 
Therefore,  if  we  are  to  keep  the  honour  of  the 
colony,  we  have  a  right  to  say  to  that  company, 
"  Carry  out  your  contract  to  the  letter  closely," 
and  to  keep  them  to  their  contract.  That  is 
the  way  we  should  perform  our  part  of  the 
contract ;  but  to  say  that  we  are  to  buy  them 
off  and  make  these  further  concessions — what 
does  this  mean  ?  It  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
£618,000;  and  we  are  to  give  them  that  for 
what?  For  the  making  of  a  line  that  will 
not  cost  more  than  one  million  of  money,  and 
then  the  line  is  not  to  belong  to  the  colony  at 
all,  but  to  the  company.  That  is,  we  are  to 
give  this  company  £618,000  to  moke  a  million 
pounds'  worth  of  railway,  and  then  that  million 
pounds'  worth  of  railway  is  not  to  belong  to 
us,  but  to  the  company.  If  the  original  con- 
tract had  been  carried  out  on  the  albemate- 
block-system  the  result  would  have  been  that, 
instead  of  giving  the  land  on  the  east  coast, 
the  company  would  only  have  had  alternate 
blocks  along  the  line.  Now,  it  is  clear  that  the 
new  contract  has  given  them  much  more  than 
they  would  have  got  under  the  land-grant  sys- 
tem under  the  Act  of  1881.  What  do  they 
want  now?  To  have  money  substituted  for 
land  ;  and  does  the  honourable  member  think 
that  these  sharp  business-men  in  London  are 
doing  all  this  for  the  monetary  benefit  of  the 
colony  ?  They  are  doing  it  for  the  mouptary 
benefit  of  themselves,  and  they  know  this  fact : 
that  they  cannot  sell  the  land  for  anytliing  like 
£618,000,  perhaps  not  for  £300,000.  Therefore 
they  ask  for  further  ooocessions ;  and  where 
is  the  question  of  honour  for  them  ?  I  am 
amazed  that  such  an  argument  was  advanced 
here.  Then,  the  Premier  said  that  if  we  do 
not  do  this  we  shall  have  a  law-suit ;  hut  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  looked  after  the 
honour  of  the  colony  as  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  amd  had  performed  his  part  of  the  con- 
tract, he  need  not  have  been  afraid  of  a  law- 
suit. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  never  said  I  was  afraid. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.  — Then,  if  the  Premier  is 
not  afraid  of  a  law -suit,  what  is  the  next 
thing  to  appeal  to  ?  Arbitration.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  the  arbitrator  may 
be  an  unjust  man.    That  is  a  peouliac  notioa 
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of  arbitration,  when  the  whole  of  our  labour 
troubles  are  to  be  solved  by  arbitration. 
This  is  a  question  for  arbitration,  and  if  the 
colony  has  wronged  this  company  of  a  single 
farthing  the  colony  ought  to  pay  for  it.  That 
is  the  way  we  ought  to  maintain  our  honour, 
and  we  ought  not  to  be  afraid  to  leave  it  to 
any  arbitrator  to  arbitrate  between  the  colony 
and  the  company ;  and  if  the  colony  has  done 
no  wrong — and  I  do  not  know  that  wrong  has 
been  done — we  need  not  be  afraid  of  any  Court, 
or  of  arbitration.  The  next  point  made  was 
that  under  the  circumstances  we  are  bound  to 
give  them  a  further  extension  of  time  in  order 
to  complete  the  work.  How  are  we  bound? 
So  far  as  the  deviation  to  Lake  Brunner  is 
concerned,  the  Act  of  1890,  which  allowed 
that  deviation  to  be  made,  said  it  was  to  be  read 
as  part  of  the  original  contract,  and  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  amended  contract  which  bound 
the  Crown  to  give  the  company  an  extended 
time  to  perform  the  work. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— It  is  also  in  the  original 
contract. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— There  is  nothing  in  the 
original  contract  binding.  It  is  left  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Crown,  and  it  does  not 
bind  the  Crown  to  give  a  single  day's  extension 
of  time,  and  it  is  not  for  Parliament  to  give  a 
single  day's  extension  of  time  merely  because 
this  company  is  not  able  to  perform  its  part 
of  the  bargain ;  and  I  say  that  any  Govern- 
ment that  gives  a  concession  to  a  company 
that  is  unable  to  perform  its  part  of  a  bargain 
is  not  looking  after  the  due  interests  of  the 
colony.  The  Premier  talks  about  the  lands, 
and  says  they  must  be  opened  for  settlement ; 
but  does  not  this  House  know  that  at  the  end 
of  this  year,  within  two  months  of  now,  half 
of  these  lands  can  be  opened  for  settlement? 
What  is  to  keep  tliem  from  being  opened  ?  If 
there  is  no  extension  of  time  given  the  lands 
can  be  opened  up,  and  if  an  extension  ought  to 
bo  given  to  the  company  it  is  a  question  of  nego- 
tiation between  the  company  and  the  Crown, 
*  and  the  Crown  should  say,  "  We  will  give  you 
an  extension  of  time  if  you  allow  a  certain 
number  of  blocks  to  be  opened  for  settlement." 

g  QQ  Another  reason  urged  by  the  Premier 
"  ■  why  we  should  vote  this  sum  of  money 
to  this  company  is  that  the  tourist  traffic  ought 
to  be  developed.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  tourist 
traffic  ought  to  be  developed,  but  I  am  not  yet 
aware  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the 
tourist  traffic  may  he  developed,  that  a  rail- 
way shoald  be  made  to  the  West  Coast.  The 
Premier  spoke  about  the  beauties  of  the  Otira 
Gorge.  Sir,  the  Bnller  Gorge,  I  believe,  far 
exceeds  the  Otiia  Gorge  in  every  respect,  and, 
if  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  railway  for  the  sake 
of  scenery,  then  the  railway  between  Beefton 
and  Nelson  ought  to  have  been  made.  I  have 
been  through  the  Otira  Gorge,  and  I  have  been 
a  number  of  times  through  the  Bnller  Gorge. 
I  have  also  been  up  the  Wanganui  River,  and 
have  seen  the  gorge  there. 

An  Hon.  Mewbeb.  —  Have  you  seen  the 
Mokan? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No ;  I  have  not  been  to  the 
Sir  B.  Stout 


Mokan,  but  I  have  seen  most  of  the  rivers  of 
the  colony,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  river 
or  any  gorge  can  equal  the  Bailer  in  its 
scenery. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  Wanganui  Biver 
far  surpasses  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Well,  Sir,  I  have  been  more 
than  once  up  the  Wanganui  Biver  above  the 
Mango-a-te-ao,  and  it  is  no  doubt  very  fine,  bat 
I  do  not  think  it  excels  the  BuUer  Gorge.  It  is 
absurd,  then,  to  say  that  we  should  make  this 
railway  for  the  sake  of  the  tourist  traffic.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  railway  would  improva 
the  tourist  traffic  at  all.  If  people  wished  to 
see  the  Otira  Gorge,  the  few  tourists  we  bars 
coming  to  the  colony  could  go  by  coach ;  and, 
as  to  aiding  the  North  Island,  that  appeait 
to  me  to  be  a  very  far-fetched  idea.  Then, 
the  totals  of  the  public -works  expenditure 
since  1886  in  the  several  provincial  districts 
was  given  by  the  Premier,  and  he  stated 
that  very  little  had  been  expended  in  Canter- 
bury. I  quite  admit  that,  and  the  reason  it 
very  obvious.  Canterbury  has  had  railwajn 
made  from  the  north  to  the  sooth,  and  did  irat 
require  any  further  railway-construction ;  and 
it  was  a  most  unfair  and  absurd  suggestion  to 
make  that  the  country  should  judge  the  making 
of  these  railways  by  the  amount  of  railway 
money  expended  since  1886  in  the  various  pro- 
vincial districts.  If  you  were  to  go  back  to  the 
foundation  of  the  colony,  that  would  be  a  fair 
thing  to  do,  and  to  say,  even  according  to 
the  population,  what  had  been  spent  in  the 
various  districts.  If  that  wore  done  I  do  not 
think  Canterbury  would  be  placed  in  the  unfair 
position  stated  by  the  Premier;  and  I  hsis 
yet  to  learn  that  in  a  level  country  you  have  to 
spend  as  much  money  in  developing  the  oountiy 
as  you  have  to  do  in  a  mountainous  country, 
which  takes  a  great  deal  of  money  to  open  np. 
If  you  take  the  West  Coast — Westland  Coun^', 
for  example — it  has  had  more  public- woito 
expenditure,  tuscording  to  its  population,  thss 
any  other  district  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— No. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Yes,  more  than  any  oth« 
district  in  the  colony ;  and  the  reason  is  ob- 
vious. It  is  a  very  difficult  country  indeed  in 
which  to  construct  public  works.  It  has  no 
agricultural  lands,  and  has  no  products  for  car- 
riage by  railway.  It  has  no  wool.  It  is  leallr 
a  mineral  country,  and  you  cannot  expect  the 
same  results  from  railways  in  that  country  ss 
vou  can  from  an  agricultural  country.  There 
18  therefore  no  argument  to  be  got  by  quoting 
these  figures.  They  are  also  misleading:  thsy 
only  deal  with  facts  since  1886.  They  do  not 
pretend  to  be  exhaustive,  and  they  are  of  no 
value  whatever  in  considering  this  question. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  says,  "  Well, 
if  this  proposal  is  not  accepted,  what  are  we  to 
do  7  "  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessazy 
for  us  to  suggest  a  counter- proposal  if  we  do  not 
accept  this  one  ;  hut  I  will  tell  the  hononraUs 
gentleman  what  I  think  we  ought  to  do :  W( 
ought  to  maintain  our  contract.  That  is  what 
we  ought  to  dor  and  if  the  compejiy  then  i> 
unable  to  fulfil  its  contract  with  the  colony  it 
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will  be  for  the  colony  to  consider  vrbat  is  the 
next  be8t  thing  to  do.  There  are  a  great  many 
things  that  might  be  suggested.  Why,  if  this 
land  is  so  valuable  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  it  is — I  do  not  think  it  is,  but  if  it  is  so 
TtJuable,  why  have  we  not  set  aside  land  per- 
manently as  an  endowment  for  the  making  of 
this  railway?  I  should  have  no  objection  to 
that;  and  every  penny  that  came  out  of  the 
land  after  the  surveys  bad  been  paid  should  go 
to  form  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
laUway.  And  if  the  land  can  be  settled  on,  if 
it  is  valuable  land  and  has  valuable  timber 
upon  it,  as  I  believe  it  has,  considerable  royal- 
ties might  be  obtained  from  the  timber.  But 
if  it  be  land  suitable  for  settlement,  let  it  be 
permanently  set  aside  for  the  making  of  this 
railway.  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  that. 
But  I  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  what 
the  giving  of  this  large  sum  of  money  means. 
This  colony  will  have  to  pay  a  little  over  £20,000 
a  year  for  all  time.  That  is  what  it  means. 
If  you  add  this  £20,000  a  year  every  year  for 
making  the  railway,  see  what  a  promise  you 
would  make.  Even  when  the  line  is  made  you 
will  not  have  the  railway  in  addition  to  the 
expenditure  of  your  money — this  £618,000;  you 
get  nothing  in  return.  It  is  simply  a  bonus 
given  for  the  making  of  the  railway.  You  have 
to  buy  the  railway  back  again,  if  you  wish  to 
get  into  your  own  lands,  by  giving  this  enor- 
mous sum  of  money  to  the  company.  This  will 
not  satisfy  the  company.  The  company  will 
oome  to  this  Parliament  again  and  again,  and 
will  demand  that  this  Parliament  shall  either 
purchase  the  line  or  grant  some  other  conces- 
sion. Ever  since  this  question  has  been  raised 
the  company  has  continually  been  asking  for 
more,  and  this  will  not  end  the  asking.  Then 
the  honourable  gentleman  passed  on  to  say  that 
if  we  do  not  wish  to  launch  into  a  big  loan  to 
finish  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  and  the 
Otago  Central  Railway,  we  must  allow  this  rail- 
way to  be  made.  His  argument  was  this :  The 
North  Island  Trunk  line  must  stop  where  it 
is,  the  Otago  Central  must  stop  where  it  is, 
but  this  West  Coast  Railway  must  go  on  in  the 
hands  of  this  company.  I  should  have  thought 
that  that  argument  was  rather  against  the 
work  going  on,  if  members  are  to  be  influenced 
by  what  is  going  to  happen  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts. The  plain  fact  from  the  statement  of 
the  Minister  is  that  there  need  be  no  loan  for 
the  North  Island  or  for  the  Otago  Central — that 
if  you  give  this  line  to  this  company,  you  will 
not  be  troubled  with  any  loans  for  the  future. 
But  I  really  think  the  honourable  member 
must  have  been  fooling  the  House,  or  else  he 
must  have  been  fooled  himself,  when  he  tsJked 
about  this  being  a  non-borrowing  and  a  self- 
leliant  policy.  Why,  it  is  the  very  opposite  of 
that.  This  is  simply  a  loan  of  £618,000  given 
to  a  private  company  to  make  a  railway.  And 
I  will  ask  the  House,  especially  the  members 
of  the  House  who  came  to  this  House  pledged 
against  borrowing,  how  can  they  reconcile  their 
professions  with  voting  for  the  Bill  brought 
in  by  the  Premier  ?  What  does  it  mean  1  I  am 
not  going  back  upon  what  has  already  been 
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done  this  session.  I  am  not  going  to  deal  with 
the  loans  which  have  already  been  sanctioned ; 
I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  borrowing 
that  has  already  been  sanctioned  this  session ; 
and  I  am  not  going  to  point  out  how  the  pro- 
fessions of  self-reliance  and  non-borrowing  have 
been  cast  to  the  winds.  But  I  ask  honourable 
members  this :  Are  they  prepared  to  go  still 
further  in  this  borrowing  direction  ?  Ajre  they 
prepared  to  say  that  to  aid  this  company  we 
are  to  give  them  £618,000?  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  so  far  as  the  equivalent  of  the 
land  is  concerned,  that  this  money-grant  is 
far  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  land.  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that  if  the  company  thought 
the  land  more  profitable  than  the  money  they 
would  at  once  have  taken  the  land  and  not 
have  taken  the  money.  I  will  say  one  word 
more:  The  honourable  member  held  out  a 
sort  of  threat.  He  said  that  "  these  important 
people  " — or  words  to  that  efiect — "  in  London 
who  floated  the  company  would  be  able  to 
do  something  against  the  colony."  I  cannot 
understand  such  an  argunient  as  that.  No- 
thing will  do  any  harm  to  the  colony  if  the 
colony  honestly  fulfils  its  bargain.  If  it  has 
not  fulfilled  its  bargain,  then  it  ought  to  pay 
damages  to  the  company  for  not  fulfilling  its 
bargain.  I  believe  that  is  the  honest  thing 
to  do.  I  believe  it  has  fulfilled  its  bargain ; 
and  therefore  I  cannot  see  that  we  should  be 
asked  now  to  make  this  further  concession  to 
the  company.  I  do  hope  this  House  will  look 
on  this  question  from  a  business  point  of  view, 
entirely  free  from  any  bias,  and  do  what  is 
just.  And  I  believe  if  the  House  does  that 
this  Bill  will  not  pass  into  law  this  session. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Sir,  I  feel  a  considerable 
amount  of  diffidence  in  rising  to  follow  two 
honourable  members  such  as  the  Premier  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout).  The  speech  of  the  latter  gentle- 
man, especially  that  portion  of  it  delivered  be- 
fore the  adjournment,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  speeches  which  I  have  ever  listened 
to — certainly  the  most  brilliant  speech  deli- 
vered in  this  House  this  session.  And  it  was 
very  brilliant  when  compared  with  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  Premier,  in  which  that  honour- 
able gentleman  certainly  did  not  do  himself 
justice.  I  think  that  was  because  he  felt  that 
the  subject  he  had  in  hand  was  one  which 
he  was  not  able  to  give  his  whole  heart  to 
— he  felt  he  was  speaiking  for  a  losing  cause ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  honourable  members  who 
arc  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  question  upon 
the  arguments  which  they  have  heard  must 
give  their  votes  against  the  proposals  now  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  I 
regret  that  the  course  has  been  followed  this 
as  it  was  followed  last  session  of  bringing  up 
a  question  of  so  much  importance  as  this  at  a 
period  so  near  the  end  of  the  session.  It  was 
the  same  last  session  as  it  is  now :  instead 
of  dealing  with  questions  of  such  magnitude 
earlier  in  the  session,  many  of  these  large 
questions  are  left  till  the  last  few  days  before 
Parliament  is  prorogued.  The  Premier  in  his 
speech,  and  also  in  the  Pnblic  Works  State- 
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meat,  expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  people 
of  Nelsou  because  he  feeU  bound  to  leave  it  out 
of  the  new  arruigemeut  which  he  proposes  to 
xnalce  with  the  company.  Neither  Nelson  nor 
the  colony  desires  any  sympathy  from  the 
Premier  with  reference  to  this  matter.  All 
that  we  require  is  absolute  justice,  and  that 
we  shall  not  get  if  we  agree  to  the  present  pro- 
posals of  the  company.  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  the  gentleman  who  is  manager  for 
the  company.  Ue  is  a  very  able  man.  It  is 
his  duty  to  do  his  best  for  the  company,  and 
he  has  done  so.  He  went  into  this  arrange- 
ment for  the  company,  and  it  is  his  duty,  if 
possible,  to  see  it  carried  out.  Is  it  possible 
that  this  question  has  been  so  long  delayed  in 
Older  to  give  that  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
using  his  influence  with  honourable  members  to 
endeavour  to  get  them  to  vote  in  tMSCordance 
with  his  views  ?  He  has  been  very  busy  for  a 
considerable  time  past ;  and  he  has  a  large 
number  of  private  friends,  both  in  and  out  of 
this  House,  many  of  whom  would  like  to  do 
him  a  personal  favour  if  they  can ;  but  I  am 
sure  the  duty  they  have  to  perform  to  the 
colony  is  of  much  greater  importance  than 
that  of  obliging  a  private  gentleman.  I  will 
simply  say  this  with  reference  to  the  general 
manager  of  the  company  :  that  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  colony,  after  he  had  given 
his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  if  he  had 
been  found  accommodation  in  the  large  brick 
building  which  some  honourable  gentlemen 
have  described  as  being  situated  on  the  best 
site  in  Wellington,  until  this  qaestion  had  been 
finally  decided  by  this  House. 
Hon.  Membebs. — Oh  I 

Mr.  GBAHAM. — It  has  been,  of  course,  this 
gentleman's  business  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  company  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
and  he  has  done  so :  but  it  is  not  fair  to  the 
colony  that  a  gentleman,  trying  to  get  what 
he  can  for  the  company  as  against  this  colony, 
should  act  as  he  has  done  ;  and  I  say  it  would 
have  paid  us  to  have  given  that  gentleman  ac- 
commodation in  the  way  I  have  said,  because 
of  his  remarkable  personal  influence  with  some 
members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  means  he 
appeared  to  possess,  as  evidenced  by  the  report, 
of  acquiring  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Select  Committee  t>efore  those  proceedings 
were  supposed  or  intended  to  be  made  public. 
What  is  this  proposal  ?  The  proposal  is  that 
we  should  abrogate  a  contract  entered  into 
between  a  company  and  the  colony  to  carry 
oat  works  of  very  great  importance.  If  we 
consent  to  annul  that  contract  we  shall  be 
setting  up  a  precedent  which  will  stand  up  and 
face  us  at  future  times  with  reference  to  other 
contracts.  As  to  what  the  Premier  has  said 
with  reference  to  the  concessions  which  have 
been  made — that  they  have  told  against  the 
company — I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  these  concessions  have  all 
been  in  favour  of  the  company.  Any  conces- 
sions which  have  been  made  have  really  been  in 
favour  of  the  company.  As  has  been  stated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
originally  the  land -grants  that  were  to  be 
Mr.  Oraham 


given  as  a  bonus  for  the  construction  of  the 
railway  were  to  l>e  in  alternate  blocks  along 
the  line  of  railway  which  the  company  had 
contracted  to  build.    That  would  really  have 
been  a  benefit  to  the  colony,  because  the  alter- 
nate blocks  would  have  been  left  to  the  colony, 
and  they  would  have  been  so  greatly  increased 
in  value  that  they  would  have  been  worth  moch 
more  than  the  whole  of  the  land  would  ban 
been  had  no  railway  been  constructed.    As  hsf 
also  been  pointed  out,  another  very  important 
concession  was  made  in  allowing  the  company 
to  adopt  the  Abt  system  instead  of  the  tunnel 
system  at  a  certain  difficult  and  expensive  part 
of  the  work.    It  was  a  saving  to  the  company, 
as  has  been  shown,  of  between  £400,(X)0  and 
£500,000.    I  know,  of  course,  that  the  general 
manager  of  the  company  said  that  it  was,  ia 
reality,  no  saving  at  all,  inasmuch  as  the  rail- 
way, even  with  the  concessions,  cost  the  com- 
pany more  than   the   original  estimate.    Bat 
that  really  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.    If  they 
had  not  got  this  oonoession  it  would  have  eoK 
them  so  much  more.    Not  only  have  the  com- 
pany now  asked  to  be  relieved  of  their  con- 
tract, but  they  have   also  asked  ua   to  enter 
into  a  new  contract  on  an  entirely  different 
basis.    They  have  asked  to  be  relieved  of  con- 
structing  some  ninety-seven  miles,  and  tbey 
have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  construct  a  shorter 
line  of  some  fifty-seven  miles,  from  Jackson's 
to  Patterson's  Creek,  towards  which  they  ack 
us  to  give  them  a  bonus  of  £618,000.     Th*t 
is  what  it  amounts  to^-a  bonus  of  £618,000 
towards  the  construction  of  a  work  the  cost  of 
which,  it  is  estimated  by  the  Government  En- 
gineer, as  will  be  seen  from  the  Engineer's 
letter  annexed  to  the  report,  will  be  £973,000, 
or,  say,  a  million  of  money.    This  means  that 
we  are  asked  really  to  give  a  bonus  of  three- 
fifths  of  the  cost  of  construction.     I  know  the 
Premier  has  stated  that  tha  company  propotet 
to  raise  £1,260,000.     That  is  true  ;  but  the  line 
is  to  cost  about  one  million,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
himself  admitted  that  that  was  pretty  near  Um 
estimate.    On  being  asked  why  he  wanted  to 
raise  so  large  a  sum  more  than  was  reqoiied, 
I  think  he  stated  that  the  company  must  be  on 
the  safe  side, — that  they  must  raise  plenty  of 
money  to  provide  for  incidental  expenses  tnd 
every  contingency,  because  they  could  not  go 
bock  to  the  money-lenders  in  England.     H* 
admitted  that  the  credit  of  the  company  ww 
such  that  they  could  not  expect  to  raise  their 
money  at  par.    Then,  there  are  all  the  manage- 
ment expenses  and  other  expenses  to  be  oe. 
ducted  from  the  £1,250,000.     At  any  rate,  (h* 
cost  of  the  work,  as  stated  by  the  Engineer-in- 
Chief , — a  statement  which  Mr.  Wilson  has  piso- 
tioally  confirmed, — is  under  a  million ;  and  «* 
are  asked  to  contribute  £618,000,  or  three-fifthi 
of  the  value  of  the  work  I    That  means  that  «• 
are  asked  to  give  an  amount  equal  to  £10,810 
for  every  mile  which  they  construct,  or  12s.  6d. 
in  every  pound  spent  upon  work  which,  when 
completed,  would  become  the  property  of  th* 
company.    It  means  that  we  shall  increase  tbt 
debt  of  the  colony  by  the  amount  we  an  goinf 
to  make  the  company  a  present  of ;  and  it 
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means  an  everlasting  addition  to  the  taxation 
of  the  colony  oi  £21,630  to  provide  interest 
upon  £618,000.  For  what  purpose  1  To  make 
a  present  to  the  Midland  Kailway  Company. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier,  who  preceded  me,  has 
referred  to  the  history  of  this  measure  from 
what  he  termed  "  its  inception  "  in  1884.  Sir 
Bobert  Stout  went  back  a  good  deal  farther, 
and  stated  that  even  so  far  back  as  1868  Nelson 
took  steps  in  reference  to  communication  by 
cailway  between  Nelson  and  the  West  Coast. 
Steps  were  taken  and  negotiations  entered  into 
then  to  have  a  line  constructed  from  Nelson  to 
the  West  Coast  on  the  basis  of  a  land-grant  by 
way  of  bonus  towards  the  construction  of  the 
line.  They  had  made  arrangements,  and  these 
arrangements  were  on  the  point  of  being  suc- 
'Cessful.  They  were  only  prevented  from  being 
successful  by  the  unfortunate  intervention  of 
the  Franco- Prussian  War  in  1870.  In  the  same 
year  Sir  Julias  Vogel  brought  forward  his 
{amous  public -works  policy,  which  included 
the  construction  of  the  main  trunk  lines  of 
railway  from  north  to  south.  And  if,  as  he 
'Said  at  the  time,  Nelson  had  resumed  her 
negotiations  to  construct  the  line  of  railway 
from  Nelson  to  the  Coast,  it  might  have  clashed 
with  the  colonial  policy;  therefore,  at  his  re- 
quest, Nelson  forewent  her  right  and  intention 
to  renew  negotiations  for  the  independent  con- 
struction of  her  railway  to  the  West  Coast,  on 
the  distinct  understanding  that  it  should  be 
included  in  the  colonial  policy ;  and  this  was 
agreed  to  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  The  money  was 
borrowed  for  that  main  trunk  line,  and  it  ought 
to  have  been  built;  but,  through  political  in- 
trigues, I  might  call  them,  the  money  was  spent 
on  political  railways,  and  consequently  the  line 
in  question  was  never  constructed.  And  so 
the  matter  went  on,  until  the  year  1884,  which 
has  been  referred  to,  when  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  this  measure, 
said  that,  while  he  was  sure  that  neither  the 
House  nor  the  country  would  agree  to  the 
raising  of  a  loan  to  construct  the  railway,  the 
-Government  bad  come  to  a  conclusion,  and 
had  discovered  means  by  which  it  could  be 
done  on  the  land-grant  basis  without  placing 
any  additional  burden  upon  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony,  and,  if  carried  out,  would  prove  to 
be  of  immense  mutual  advantage  to  the  colony 
and  any  private  company  who  might  undertake 
the  work.  That  was  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent arrangement.  Afterwards,  when  the  Bill 
was  passed,  a  preliminary  contract  was  entered 
into  by  five  citizens  of  Nelson  and  five  of 
Christchurch.  This  had  to  be  done  before  the 
first  day  of  the  following  session  of  Parliament ; 
otherwise,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  the  contract  could  not  have  been  entered 
into  at  all.  The  people  of  Nelson  and  Canter- 
bury then  joined  together  and  sent  Home  dele- 
gates to,  if  possible,  get  the  contract  taken  up 
by  a  syndicate  in  England.  After  many  vicis- 
situdes, they  succeeded  in  obtaining  proposals. 
Before  the  contract  was  taken  up  by  the  Mid- 
land Bailway  Company  we  had  proposals 
made  by  Messrs.  Meiggs  and  Son,  American 
contractors,    to   cany  out   the   work.     They 


offered  to  carry  it  out  in  five  years,  provided 
that  the  colony  guaranteed  that  they  would  be 
able  to  earn  a  profit  of  2J  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  employed  in  the  undertaking.  This 
was  rejected,  and  the  proposal  fell  to  the 
ground.  But,  as  things  have  turned  out,  it 
would  have  been  very  much  better  for  the 
colony  if  those  proposals  had  been  accepted, 
for  we  should  now  have  hod  the  railway.  The 
Midland  Bailway  Company  then  agreed  to  take 
up  the  contract  on  the  conditions  laid  down  in 
the  Bill,  provided  that  certain  concessions  were 
made.  An  Act  was  passed  in  1886,  in  which 
certain  modifications  were  made  to  satisfy  the 
company,  and  they  then  accepted  the  contract, 
and  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  bargain  they 
had  made.  Mr.  Wilson  aaya  that  the  company 
have  been  deceived.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  the  company  who  have  been  deceived ;  I 
think  it  is  the  company  who  have  really  de- 
ceived the  colony  as  to  their  ability  to  carry  out 
the  contract  which  they  undertook.  Nothing 
was  over-painted  by  the  colony ;  on  the  con- 
trary, Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  always  careful  not 
to  do  that.  We  were  always  told  that  the  com- 
{>any  was  a  particularly  strong  one,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  to  fear  that  they  would  not 
be  able  to  carry  out  the  contract  in  its  integrity. 
Mr.  Alan  Scott,  speaking  at  Christchurch  at 
a  banquet  on  the  21st  October,  1886,  said, — 

"  It  had  been  a  matter  of  importance  to 
ascertain  the  character  of  the  contractors,  and 
he  was  glad  to  say  he  had  found  they  were  able 
and  strong,  with  plenty  of  backing,  and  well 
known  for  their  upright  dealing." 

Sir  Julius  Vogel,  on  the  26th  April  of  the 
same  year,  prior  to  the  contract  being  entered 
into,  said, — 

"  New  company  registered,  with  strong  direc- 
torate. Shares  would  be  offered  to  the  public 
after  Easter,  but  the  construction  of  railway 
was  assured  whether  public  took  shares  or  not. 
The  directors  were  not  only  so  wealthy  that 
they  might  undertake  the  work  themselves,  but 
they  are  men  of  great  reputation,  and,  having 
satisfied  themselves  of  the  feasibility  of  the 
scheme,  are  certain  to  push  it  on  to  a  success- 
ful termination." 

The  company  had  evidently  hidden  some- 
thing, or  we  could  not  have  had  representations 
like  this  from  the  men  I  have  named.  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
of  1884,  said,— 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  say  very  much  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  railway,  because,  the  arrange- 
ment being  for  a  private  company  to  make  the 
line,  anything  I  might  say  might  devolve 
upon  the  Ooverimient  a  certain  amount  of 
responsibility,  which  it  is  as  well  I  should 
avoid." 

And,  later  on  in  the  same  speech,  he  again 
says, — 

'" .  .  .  it  is  proposed  that  this  railway 
should  be  constructed  by  private  enterprise, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  well  for  me,  on  behalf 
of  the  (government,  to  say  too  much  as  to  what 
are  considered  to  be  its  prospects,  because  it  is 
for  those  who  deal  with  the  Government  to  form 
their  estimates  of  the  same." 
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So  that  there  was  no  deception  on  the  part 
of  the  colony.  Again,  Sir  Julius  Vogel  said,  in 
1886,— 

"  I  venture  to  say  that  there  never  has  been 
an  undertaking  entered  upon  in  a  more  genuine 
manner  than  this.  It  has  been  taken  up  by 
good  and  substantial  men,  of  high  reputation  ; 
Sbud  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  get  so  large 
a  work  undertaken  with  greater  security  for 
success  than  we  have  in  the  nature  of  this 
company  and  its  surroundings." 

We  also  had  a  visit  to  New  Zealand  by  Mr. 
Brodie  Hoare,  a  director,  I  believe,  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  was  accompanied  by  a  gentle- 
man, now  in  this  chamber — an  able  engineer 
who  acts,  and  has  acted  from  the  beginning, 
as  general  manager  for  the  company,  and  along 
with  them  were  a  number  of  other  eminent 
engineers.  At  a  banquet  given  to  Mr.  Alan 
Scott,  in  Nelson,  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  said, — 

"  He  might  say  that  in  London  and  in  the 
colony  he  had  heard  discouraging  reports, 
and  when  he  left  London  he  confessed  that  he 
was  not  without  misgivings  at  the  bottom  of 
his  heart.  He  bad  met  croakers  here,  and  a 
man  ready  to  pour  cold  water  down  one's  back 
there,  but  he  was  now  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  line  could  be  made,  and  that  when  made 
it  would  be  a  great  success,  so  that  his  firm 
determination  was — so  far  as  in  him  lay — that 
it  shall  be  made.  .  .  .  His  determination 
would  not  overcome  the  difficulties  of  the 
Otira  Gorge  tunnel  through  the  Arthur  Pass, 
or  carry  the  line  for  twenty-one  miles  through 
the  Buller  Gorge.  .  .  .  He  had  now  travelled 
the  length  and  breadth  of  New  Zealand.  .  .  . 
If  ever  a  globe-trotter  saw  New  Zealand  he  had, 
and  he  ventured  to  think  there  were  not  more 
than  ten  men  in  that  room  who  had  seen  so 
much  of  the  colony  as  he  had.  He  had  not  only 
seen  New  Zealand,  but  he  had  had  exceptional 
advantages,  and  had  conversed  with  men  of  all 
ranks.  .  .  .  He  had  inspected  crops,  seen 
gold-mines  and  coal-mines,  and  had  travelled 
by  rail,  by  steamer,  and  coach ;  whilst  the  more 
he  had  travelled  the  more  convinced  had  ho 
been  of  the  great  resources  of  the  colony,  and 
the  great  wealth  that  must  pass  over  the  Mid- 
land Railway.  He  believed  the  railway  would 
not  only  benefit  the  towns  along  its  route,  but 
the  whole  trade  of  the  country.  He  was  also 
convinced  that  the  whole  trade  of  the  colony 
would  benefit  the  railway." 

This  was  a  public  statement,  be  it  remem- 
bered, made  by  Mr.  Hoare  immediately  after 
he  had  travelled  through  the  country  from 
Beefton  to  Nelson,  when  he  was  accompanied 
by  Messrs.  Avigdor,  Wilson,  Alan  Scott,  and 
other  able  railway  engineers;  and,  although  Mr. 
Wilson  said,  to  the  Select  Committee  here,  that 
Mr.  Hoare  was  simply  giving  expression  to  bis 
own  opinions,  yet,  seeing  that  he  was  travelling 
through  the  country,  and  took  those  gentlemen 
with  him  as  engineers  to  instruct  and  edu- 
cate him  as  to  the  advantages  or  otherwise  of 
constructing  the  line,  and  that  they  did  not 
contradict  his  statements,  we  have  a  right  to 
conclude  that  he  was  speaking  with  those  gentle- 
men at  his  back.  Then  he  went  on  to  give  the 
Mr,  Qraham 


people  of  Nelson  a  lecture  on  morality.  They 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  bogus  com- 
panies, but  should  only  deal  with  companies 
like  his.    He  said, — 

"Might  he  add  one  word  of  warning?  If 
tbey  wished  that  railway  made,  and  success- 
fully made,  would  their  newspapers  and  all  of 
them  combine  to  put  in  the  horsepond  any 
man  who  wished  to  float  on  the  English  market 
bogus  companies?" 

He  was  perfectly  satisfied,  at  all  events,  that 
his  was  not  a  bogus  company.     He  said, — 

"If  a  mine  such  as  the  West  Coast  people 
called  a  'duffer'  were  floated  on  the  English 
market,  what  would  happen?  Well,  people 
would  go  to  him  and  say,  '  Why,  this  mine 
your  railway  was  going  through  yon  told  us 
was  gold-bearing,  but  it  has  turned  out  a 
"  duffer  " :  all  these  mines  must  be  bad.'  This 
would  not  be  true,  but  there  would  be  just  a 
convenient  amount  of  truth  to  hang  the  he  to. 
He  urged  them  to  use  their  influence  in  the 
interests  of  what  was  sound  and  good.  He 
believed  they  possessed  fields  on  which  it  vim 
legitimate  to  use  English  capital,  but  their 
credit,  public  and  private,  should  be  above  sus- 
picion." 

This  shows  that  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  and  those 
with  him  were  perfectly  satisfied  at  that  time, 
at  all  events,  that  they  bad  got  a  good  thing. 
Sir,  instead  of  the  colony  having  deceived  the 
company,  I  think  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the 
colony  itself  was  very  much  deceived  by  the 
company,  and  that  the  real  reason  of  the  com- 
pany being  unable  to  carry  out  its  contract  was 
its  impecuniosity  from  the  very  beginning.  It 
was  found,  previous  to  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  company  could  not  finance  its 
contract  on  the  land-grant  basis,  and  the  Par- 
liament of  last  year  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  would  comply  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
pany and  give  them  interest-bearing  deben- 
tures instead  of  the  land-grant,  on  condition 
that  they  showed  themselves  to  be  in  a  posidoD 
to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  contract.  Thelut 
clause  of  the  resolutions  was  "  That  these  modi- 
fications of  the  contract  " — namely,  the  giring. 
of  debentures  in  lieu  of  the  land-grant— "be 
made  conditionally  on  the  company  having  first 
satisfied  the  Government  that  it  is  in  a  position 
to  raise  the  necessary  capital  required  to  com- 
plete the  several  railway-works  enumerated  in 
the  contract."  That  was  on  the  2nd  October, 
18'J3,  and  it  wEkS  communicated  to  the  company 
on  the  13th  December,  when  the  Government 
informed  them  that — , 

"  On  the  company  satisfying  the  Government 
in  terms  of  clause  D  above,  the  Government 
will,  during  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  be  prepared  toisubmit  the  necessaiy 
measure  sanctioning  the  proposed  modification 
of  the  existing  contract,  and  containing  the  re- 
quisite powers  to  carry  out  the  same." 

The  directors'  answer  to  this  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  My  directors  have  thought  it  right  to  call 
your  attention  to  this  point  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity afforded  to  them,  as  they  cannot  help 
I  believing  that  the  intention  of  the  resolution  is- 
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that  the  OoTenunent  will  be  content  with  my 
company  showing  by  the  statement  of  a  good 
financial  house  that  they  can  raise  the  capital 
necessary  to  complete  the  main  line  from  east 
to  west." 

This  shows  very  distinctly  that  the  company 
purposely  cliosc  to  misinterpret  the  resolution 
of  the  House.  Further,  to  show  their  impe- 
ouniosity,  in  answer  to  question  7,  before  the 
Select  Committee,  Mr.  Wilson  said, — 

"  It  is  not  a  question  of  the  colony's  credit,  it 
is  a  question  of  the  company's  credit.  The 
company  must  be  able  to  show  that  they  have 
absolute  security  before  the  financiers  will  raise 
the  money.  They  say,  '  If  you  have  this  placed 
»t  deposit  it  is  all  right  enough,  we  will  raise 
the  whole  capital.' " 

And  again  he  said, — 

"  My  Board  cabled  me  to  say  that  it  will 
facilitate  matters  very  much  if  we  can  get  the 
money  placed  in  a  lump  sum  in  the  hands  of 
the  Public  Trustee." 

And,  still  further, — 

"  I  do  not  raise  the  question  myself  at  all. 
It  is  purely  a  question  of  the  financiers  stating 
that  they  would  be  able  to  go  to  the  public  with 
a  statement  that  the  £618,250  had  bean  placed 
by  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  Public 
!n:ustee,  and  that  there  is  therefore  absolute 
pecurity.    That  is  the  whole  question  at  issue." 

And  when  reminded  that  under  the  land-grant 
arrangements  the  company  had  to  do  the  work 
l>efore  they  got  the  land,  he  answered, — 

"  Assuming  we  had  the  money  we  could  do 
that  now ;  but,  then,  the  British  public  would 
know  that  we  had  not  got  the  money.  We  have 
to  meet  these  financiers  on  their  own  terms  as 
to  how  they  will  provide  the  money.  That  is 
the  position  we  are  now  in." 

That  shows  pretty  well  the  impecuniosity  of 
the  company.  I  am  surprised  at  the  change 
of  front  of  the  Premier.  On  the  2ud  October, 
1893,  he  said.— 

"  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  fear,  so  far  as 
the  colony  is  concerned,  the  result  of  any  liti- 

fation.  I  am  with  the  honourable  member  for 
nangahua  [then  Sir  R.  Stout]  as  to  non-viola- 
tion of  the  terras  of  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  company;  and  I  do  not 
fear  any  litigation,  or  the  result  of  the  litiga- 
tion. ...  If  the  company  would  submit 
proposals  accepting  debentures  in  lieu  of  land- 
grant,  then  the  Government  would  submit  such 
proposals  for  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 
We  have  not  deviated  one  jot  from  that,  and 
yre  arc  not  deviating  from  it  now,  and  we  have 
no  intention  of  doing  so.  .  .  .  You  have 
kept  back  settlement  in  the  Nelson  part  of  the 
colony,  and  all  the  rest  of  that  district,  for  over 
ten  years ;  and  you  are  now  going  to  vary  it 
and  say  to  the  company,  '  We  will  have  you 
complete  the  contract  from  Springfield  to  Tere- 
jnakau  only.'  That  means,  as  far  as  the  colony 
is  concerned,  a  breach  of  faith.  It  would  not 
le  just,  it  would  not  be  honourable,  on  the  part 
of  Parliament." 

Before  the  last  general  election,  in  a  speech 
delivered  at  Nelson,  Mr.  Seddon  stated  in  effect, 
"Now,  we  had  a  number  of  Liberal  candidates 


standing  together  in  the  Nelson  and  West  Coast 
Districts,  whose  interests  were  identical.  If 
we  elected  these,  and  if  we  stood  together,  we 
should  get  what  we  wanted."  He  did  not  in 
that  speech  mention  one  word  about  the  rail- 
way ;  but  a  gentleman  who  got  up  and  proposed 
a  vote  of  thanks  referred  to  it,  when  Mr.  Seddon 
replied  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  Seddon,  in  acknowledging  the  vote, 
said  he  purposely  refrained  from  mentioning 
the  Midland  Bailway  that  it  might  not  be  said 
that  he  did  so  in  order  to  get  a  vote  of  thanks. 
He  stated,  however,  that  ho  had  insisted  on 
the  original  contract,  and  that  the  resolution 
of  the  House  [that  is,  clause  D,  referred  to] 
would  be  the  guide  of  the  Government.  The 
time  was  not  now  far  distant,  he  hoped,  when 
the  embeirgo  would  be  removed  from  the  land, 
and  it  would  be  thrown  open  for  settlement. 
In  the  interests  of  the  colony  he  said  they 
must  stand  by  the  contract." 

That  is  what  ho  said  ten  days  before  the 
general  election.  Then,  when  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  in  Kelson,  in  February  last,  it  wGkS 
pointed  out  to  him  that  there  was  a  danger  of 
Nelson  being  left  out,  because  the  company 
were  attempting  to  raise  only  a  portion  of  the 
money  necessary  to  complete  the  whole  line; 
and  these  are  the  words,  as  reported  at  the 
time  in  the  Press,  and  which  I  remember  he 
used  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  myself 
as  one  of  the  deputation  that  waited  upon  him. 
He  said,  "  The  Government  intended  to  insist 
upon  the  whole  contract  being  carried  out." 
That  is  what  he  said  then.  Why  is  there  now 
this  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment 1  I  am  certain  the  heart  of  the  Premier 
is  not  in  the  question  before  this  House  to-day. 
He  has  simply  brought  it  forward  because  of 
the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  seen  a  communication  telling 
the  Canterbury  members,  in  effect,  they  are  to 
inform  the  Government  that,  if  they  do  not 
agree  to  the  proposals  of  the  company,  those 
members  were  to  desert  them.  I  observe  my 
limit  of  time  is  nearly  up, — it  really  does  not 
seem  to  be  half  an  hour  since  I  commenced 
speaking, — and  I  must  therefore  conclude  by 
recapitulating  what  the  result  to  the  taxpayers 
would  be  if  this  Bill  were  passed  into  law.  It 
would  mean  an  addition  of  more  than  three- 
fiftha  of  a  million  of  money  to  the  debt  of 
the  colony.  It  would  mean  a  contribution  of 
£618,250  to  a  private  company  towards  a  work 
costing  about  a  million,  and  which,  when 
finished,  would  belong  absolutely  to  the  com- 
pany. This  would  be  equal  to  nearly  £11,000 
a  mile  by  way  of  gift  to  the  company,  with  the 
result  of  an  increased  burden  upon  the  tax- 
payers of  £21,630  ayear.  The  company,  being, 
professedly,  unable  to  carry  out  the  whole  con- 
tract, would,  of  course,  have  been  fools  not  to 
have  tried  to  make  the  best  possible  bargain 
for  themselves. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  — I  think  that  every 
person  who  has  been  listening  to  the  debate  to- 
day will  fully  agree  with  me  in  this  :  that  the 
sooner  we  change  our  Standing  Orders  to  allow 
men  whose  souU  are  full  of  important  matter  to 
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have  a,  chance  of  disburdening  them  the  bettor 
it  will  be  for  the  House  when  considering  any 
important  business  that  comes  before  us.  It 
is  undoubtedly  ridiculous  that  men  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (SirB. 
Stout)  and  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City — who  made  a  most  excellent  speech,  with- 
out a  single  word  that  was  unnecessary  in  it — 
should  not  be  allowed  to  put  fairly  before  the 
House  all  the  arguments  which  they  think  it 
right  should  bo  brought  forward  on  a  question 
so  important  as  this  is.  The  Hon.  the  Premier 
told  us  we  must  deal  fairly  with  the  company, 
that  fair-play  is  bonny  play,  and  that  all  that 
is  wanted  is  fair- play  to  the  company,  and  that 
be  asks  us  only  to  deal  in  a  fair  way  with  the 
company.  Is  it  not  our  primary  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  deal  fairly  by  the  colony  sJso  ?  Apart 
from  the  question  of  Canterbury's  interests, 
and  apart  from  the  question  of  the  Kelson  line, 
there  is  the  great  question  of  what  is  best  for 
the  taxpayers  of  this  colony;  and,  in  dealing 
fairly  with  the  company,  are  we  not  to  be  asked 
also  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers? 
The  Premier,  in  speaking,  scarcely  allowed  a 
word  to  escape  as  to  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
Thongh  it  was  but  a  half-hearted  speech,  it 
was  the  speech  of  an  advocate  for  the  com- 
pany rather  than  of  the  Premier  of  the  colony. 
What,  then,  are  the  principal  reasons,  accord- 
ing to  the  Premier,  why  we  should  carry  on  this 
raUway?  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  The 
first  reason,  consequently  the  best,  which  the 
Premier  gave  why  we  should  spend  £618,250 
of  public  money  on  this  railway  was  that 
tourists  from  other  parts  of  the  world  might 
oome  and  see  the  beauties  of  the  Otira  Gorge. 
It  is  true  that  he  drew  a  connection  between 
the  Otira  Gorge  and  the  geysers  of  the  North 
Island,  but  what  the  actual  conncotion  was  I 
failed  to  see,  except  this:  that  he  thought 
it  was  good  that  New  Zealand  should  spend 
large  sums  of  money  in  one  particular  place, 
because  be  hoped,  if  that  were  done,  other  parts 
of  the  colony  might  prosper  also.  Sir,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  tourist  is  not  a  person  who 
wants  to  travel  at  a  prodigious  rate  through 
the  country ;  and  all  that  we  wont  to  do,  if  we 
wish  to  SCO  the  effect  of  the  making  of  a  rail- 
way upon  scenery,  and  its  benefit  to  the  tourist, 
is  to  take  the  Manawatu  train  and  travel 
through  the  Manawatn  Gorge.  There  we 
shall  see  how  the  beautiful  and  magniticent 
scenery  has  been  entirely  destroyed  by  a 
railway  similar  to  that  which  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  is  so  anxious  to  push  on  primarily 
to  allow  tourists  to  tear  at  a  headlong  pace 
through  the  beautiful  valley  which  this  railway 
is  to  be  taken  through.  If  ho  has  no  better 
reason  than  that  to  urge  for  the  construction 
of  the  line  he  has  not  much  to  urge  in  favour 
of  it.  Coming  to  two  or  three  arguments 
which  he  used,  it  seemed  to  me  that  none 
were  sufSciently  cogent  to  be  worthy  of  any 
serious  consideration.  He  told  us  that  the 
deviation  of  the  line  of  railway  at  Lake  Brun- 
ner,  instead  of  the  original  line,  was  in  itself  a 
claim  for  an  extension  of  the  time.  I  do  not 
imagine  that  any  honourable  member  would 
Captain  Bussell 


be  particularly  anxious  to  prevent  an  exten- 
sion of  time  from  being  granted  if  the  exten- 
sion of  time  promised  bond  fide  to  lead  to 
the  desirable  result — I  will  not  qualify  it  by 
using  the  word  "desirable,"  but  will  say  if  it 
will  lead  to  the  result  of  the  completion  of 
the  line  of  railway.  The  question  of  the  ex- 
tension of  time  has  never  been  in  dispute,  and 
so  it  was  unnecessary  that  such  a  point  should 
have  been  dwelt  upon.  But  bear  in  mind  that 
the  deviation  was  agreed  to  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1890,  and  therefore,  as  the  railway  is  to 
be  completed  within  four  years  of  the  present 
time,  the  question  of  deviation  is  really  not 
one  of  very  much  importance.  Then,  again,  he 
referred  to  the  effect  of  the  slides,  which  would 
be,  he  contended,  worse  with  the  tunnel  than 
with  the  Abt  system.  As  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  honourablo  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  the  concession  granted  by  the  colony 
foregoing  the  right  of  insisting  on  the  tunnel 
and  allowing  the  Abt  system  wtks  one  of  in- 
finite importance  to  the  company,  and.  I 
believe,  it  will  have  been  distinctly  injurioas  to 
the  tralSo  over  the  railway,  and  therefore  to 
the  colony  itself.  Whether  it  would  have 
been  more  difficult  to  work  the  railway  by 
tunnel  or  by  the  Abt  system  is  not  a  mTattec 
for  me  to  consider.  It  is  nothing  to  the 
point  for  us  to  consider  in  the  matter  of  the 
extension  of  time,  because  no  person  can  pos- 
sibly imagine  that  the  enormous  tunnel  to  be 
made  through  Arthur's  Pass  would  not  have 
taken  three  or  four  times  as  long  as  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  on  the  Abt  system ;  and 
therefore  the  contention  of  the  company  that 
it  has  a  right  to  an  extension  of  time  con- 
sequent upon  the  permission  granted  by  the 
colony  to  abandon  the  tunnel  and  go  in  for  the 
Abt  system  is  wholly  untenable.  Now  we 
come  to  the  most  important  point  of  the 
whole  question.  We  must  clearly  bear  this  in 
mind  :  that  however  much  we  may  desire  to  do 
justice  to  the  company,  and  with  every  desire  to 
allow  every  possible  concession  to  tbem,  there 
are  one  or  two  points  staring  us  startlingly 
in  the  face.  One  of  these  is  that  from  the 
commencement  of  this  work  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  capital  to  carry  it  out,  and,  though 
we  have  heard  talks  of  arbitration,  and  have 
hod  allusions  made  to  law-courts,  speaking 
merely  as  a  layman  I  have  very  grave  doubts 
whether  the  company  can  possibly  have  any 
claim  which  can  be  fairly  established  before 
the  law-courts,  when  it  can  be  shown  incon- 
testably  that  at  every  period,  from  first  to  lost, 
the  capital  of  the  company  has  been  insnffi- 
cient  for  the  completion  of  the  railway.  Surely 
we  must  all  agree  that  there  must  be  two  par- 
ties to  a  transGLCtion,  and  that,  whatever  altera- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  colony  in  the 
contract  which  was  entered  into  at  one  time 
or  another,  the  proposals  have  originated  with 
the  company,  and  not  with  the  colony  ;  and 
therefore  that  there  could  be  no  claim  sub- 
stantiated by  the  company  against  the  colony 
on  the  question  of  the  extension  of  time  or  any 
other  difficulty,  seeing  that  the  proposals  have 
come  from  the  company,  and,  whether  they  did 
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or  did  not  originate  the  proposals,  after  full  and 
careful  consideration  the  company  has  agreed 
to  the  alterations  of  the  contract.  The  prin- 
ciple, of  course,  on  which  the  railway  was  to 
be  constructed  was  the  principle  of  land-grants, 
and  we  are  asked  now  to  abandon  the  principle 
of  land-grants,  and  to  give  money  for  the  con- 
stmction  of  the  line  in  lieu  of  land-grants.  It 
was  urged  in  the  Select  Committee  that,  so  long 
as  the  colony  gets  back  the  land,  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  the  company  have  money  or 
not — that  the  payment  is  nothing  more  to  the 
colony,  inasmuch  as  the  land  is  worth  the 
money  which  is  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  it.  But 
I  think  that  begs  the  point  altogether,  because 
at  the  inception  of  the  railway  it  was  urged 
that  by  a  system  of  alternate  blocks  being  given 
as  the  railway  progressed  the  lands  would  be 
enhanced  in  value  by  every  mile  of  railway  that 
was  constructed,  and  the  consequence  would 
be  that  as  soon  as  a  certain  portion  of  the  line 
was  open,  and  the  land  was  settled  along  that 
railway,  an  increased  value  would  attach  to 
the  land  which  was  subsequently  to  be  opened 
up  as  the  railway  progressed.  We  must  bear 
in  mind  that  this  was  a  very  important  con- 
sideration for  the  colony.  It  was  urged  that 
there  would  be  settlement  on  these  lands  by 
the  efiorts  of  the  company.  I  have  always 
been  opposed  to  the  railway,  and  can  give  my 
■reasons  for  that  opposition,  but  it  was  al- 
ways looked  upon  that,  at  any  rate,  the  com- 
pany would  not  be  simply  a  company  of 
contractors  which  was  going  to  make  a  line 
of  railway,  but  in  reality  would  be  a  colonising 
company,  and  that  its  influence  at  Home 
would  induce  persons  to  come  out  and  settle 
on  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  line  of  railway. 
Therefore  I  would  ask  the  House  to  consider 
this :  that,  in  abandoning  the  system  of  land- 
grants, — as  we  are  now  asked  to  abandon  it 
and  to  adopt  the  money  payment,  —  we  are 
abandoning  the  original  intention  in  making  the 
railway  :  that  the  railway  should  bo  made,  and 
that  there  should  be  settlement  progressing 
along  the  line  of  railway  as  it  was  carried  on. 
The  Premier  said,  "Knowing  all  about  the 
position  of  the  company,  and  its  difficulty  in 
raising  capital,  I  know  it  is  unable  to  complete 
the  Nelson  Section  of  the  railway,  and  we  are 
now  compelled  to  ask  the  House  to  abandon 
that  section."  Surely  if  we  arc  to  have  fair- 
play — and  the  Premier  has  claimed  that  there 
should  be  fair-play — fair-play  is  that  the  con- 
tract should  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  We 
should  not  proceed,  in  any  Jewish  fashion,  to 
exact  more  than  our  pound  of  flesh,  but, 
when  a  company  deliberately  enters  into  a 
contract  for  making  a  complete  system  of 
railways  from  Kelson  through  Belgrove  and 
so  on  to  Brunnerton  and  the  eastern  coast  to 
Springfield,  should  it  be  allowed  to  abandon 
Q  on  the  contract  which  was  entered  into  ? 
°  '  Coes  my  honourable  friend  imagine 
for  one  moment  that,  if  the  proposal  which  was 
originally  made  had  been  for  the  making  of 
the  railway  from  Springfield  to  Brunnerton, 
the  colony  would  have  accepted  such  a  pro- 
posal ?    Unquestionably  it  would  not.   It  is  not 


desirable  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances 
which  brought  about  what  was  known  as  the 
Midland  Bailway  Contract,  and  it  is  not  my 
wish  to  do  so.  But  this  is  certain :  that  we 
know  that  had  the  Nelson  people  believed 
that  the  railway  from  Kelson  to  Brunnerton 
would  not  have  been  made  their  votes  would 
have  been  cast  against  its  construction.  Simply 
the  position  was  that  a  contra,ct  was  entered 
into,  after  much  agitation,  by  which  the  Nel- 
spn  District  was  to  be  connected  by  railway 
with  the  other  portions  of  the  colony ;  and 
surely  it  is  not  fair  that  the  Kelson  people 
should  be  thrown  overboard,  and  a  con- 
tract be  entered  into  by  the  Premier  for  the 
benefit  of  one  particular  section  of  the  colony 
only.  The  Premier  told  us  that  the  company 
had,  so  far,  made  a  profit  upon  their  land, — 
that  they  had  made  a  profit  of  35  per  cent,  in 
excess  of  the  original  value  placed  on  the  land, 
but  he  doubted  whether  they  would  be  able  to 
do  so  from  the  large  areas  still  remaining  ;  and 
within  two  minutes,  or,  at  most,  five  minutes,  he 
went  on  to  say  there  was  a  lot  of  land  on  the 
West  Coast  which  was  as  good  as  any  land  in 
any  part  of  the  colony.  I  interjected,  "  A  great 
bulk  of  the  land  is  useless  " ;  and  the  Premier 
told  us  that  "  there  were  large  areas  of  land 
which  was  not  useless,  but  was  as  good  as  in 
any  part  of  the  colony."  Supposing  that  asser- 
tion to  be  true, — I  am  afraid,  however,  tbat  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  does  not  know  as  much  about 
land  as  about  politics, — surely  that  is  no  reason 
why  the  company  should  not  select  and  dispose 
of  that  land  instead  of  coming  to  the  House  for 
concessions  in  money.  Another  point,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  Premier  utterly  ignored,  or,  at  any 
rate,  he  did  not  allude  to,  was  as  to  the  benefits 
the  colony  was  to  obtain  by  the  change  in  the 
contrsMit.  I  submit  that,  whatever  benefit  the 
company  is  to  derive  from  this  change  of  con- 
tract, it  is  our  first  duty  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony.  And  no  honourable  member 
yet  has  stood  up  and,  in  speaking  upon  the 
subject, ventured  in  anyway  to  endeavour  oven 
to  show  that  the  colony  is  going  to  benefit  by 
the  change  of  contract.  The  only  attempt 
was  made  when  the  Premier  told  us  that  it 
would  provide  employment  for  two  thousand 
men  in  making  the  line  of  railway.  It  would, 
of  course,  be  of  great  benefit  that  the  super- 
abundant population  should  find  profitable  oc- 
cupation; but  he  must  not  forget  this:  that 
this  employment  of  men  can  only  be  carried 
on  by  large  expenditure — by  the  expenditure 
of  large  sums  of  money,  in  this  case,  which  the 
colony  derives  no  benefit  from  whatever,  be- 
cause the  £150,000  the  Premier  spoke  of  as 
being  expended  annually  in  the  colony  is  not 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  sJthough 
it  is  true  the  wages  will  be  paid  out  of  that.  But 
the  whole  of  that  £150,000  is  to  be  expended  in 
the  construction  of  a  railway  not  the  property 
of  the  colony ;  emd  therefore  it  has  not  been 
shown  in  what  way  the  colony  will  benefit  by 
the  alteration  of  the  contract  we  are  now  asked 
to  agree  to.  It  is  true  that  he  said  the  farmers 
of  Canterbury  would  benefit  by  their  produce 
being  conveyed  to  the  West  Coast  by  the  rail- 
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way;  but  all  the  produce  used  on  the  West 
Coast  grown  in  New  Zealand  can  bo  conveyed, 
and  will  bo  conveyed  until  the  railway  is  com- 
pleted, by  sea  rather  than  by  rail,  and  there  is 
really  no  argument  in  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  pat  forward.  The  Premier  also  told 
us  that  the  honour  of  the  colony  is  at  stake.  I 
do  not  see  how  the  honour  of  the  colony  is  at 
stake.  I  believe  the  honour  of  the  colony  is  to 
carry  out  any  contract  it  enters  into,  regardless 
of  any  loss  or  profit  that  may  come  from  it ;  and 
if  the  colony  by  its  Ministers  enters  into  a  de- 
liberate contract  it  is  the  duty  of  the  colony 
to  carry  it  out ;  but  it  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
colony  to  insist  that  the  other  parties  to  a  con- 
tract shall  fulfil  literally  also  every  condition 
of  a  contract  which  both  parties  have  entered 
into ;  and,  whilst  there  is  no  attempt  to  say 
that  the  company  are  not  to  do  that,  we  believe 
it  is  impossible  that  the  company  can  say  that 
they  can  do  so.  It  was  a  matter  for  their  own 
consideration  before  deliberately  entering  into 
a  bargain,  and  our  honour  is  not  at' stake  in  any 
way  if  we  offer  to  carry  out  to  the  extremest 
point  every  contract  we  enter  into.  It  was 
sad  to  hear  the  Premier  speak  of  the  possible 
combination  of  Auckland,  Wellington,  Canter- 
bury, and  Otago  for  a  profligate  loan  policy  if 
this  proposal  were  not  given  effect  to.  I  do 
not  believe  for  one  instant  that  we  need  appre- 
hend anything  of  that  sort.  I  remember  many 
years  ago,  when  I  myself  moved  a  redaction  in 
the  public-works  expenditure,  in  1885,  that  the 
same  argument  was  put  forward — that  unless 
we  agreed  to  the  making  of  this  same  railway 
there  would  be  a  combination  of  all  parts  of  the 
colony  for  a  large  public -works  expenditure. 
To  a  large  extent  it  is  perfectly  true  that  a 
madness  has  overtaken  Ministers,  who  are  pre- 
pared to  plunge  to  any  extent  the  House  would 
like;  but,  so  far  as  concerns  the  possibility  of 
the  four  provinces  forming  a  combination,  if 
this  line  is  not  made,  to  initiate  a  loan  policy, 
I  dare  the  Government  to  go  to  the  country 
upon  a  large  borrowing  scheme.  The  country 
is  not  mad,  and  this  madness  of  Ministers  will 
pass ;  and,  at  any  rate,  if  they  appeal  to  the 
country  I  venture  to  say  that  the  country  will 
not  tolerate  a  large  borrowing  policy  again. 
Even  if  it  would,  there  is  a  power  greater  even 
than  this  House.  That  is  the  power  of  the 
money-lenders  at  Home ;  and,  if  this  colony 
ventures  again  to  go  for  a  large  borrowing 
scheme  in  the  London  market,  without  a  doubt 
we  shall  feel  the  power  of  the  money-lender, 
and  in  such  a  way  that  no  Minister  will  dare  to 
borrow,  so  low  will  be  the  rate  at  which  the  loan 
will  float.  I  sincerely  hope  that  will  be  the 
case,  and  that  what  the  Premier  has  told  us  to- 
day— that  there  is  going  to  be  a  sordid,  selfish 
combination  of  members  to  provide  money  for 
works  that  they  do  not  believe  to  be  profitable 
— will  not  come  about;  and  I  say  the  sooner 
the  credit  of  the  colony  is  damned  the  better, 
if  what  he  states  to  be  likely  should  prove  true. 
It  was  urged  that  some  consideration  ought  to 
be  accorded  to  the  company  inasmuch  as  from 
time  to  time  various  persons  in  authority  have 
spoken  as  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  and  the 
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company  has  said  that  they  had  reason  at  one 
time  to  believe  that  the  land  was  more  valuable 
than  it  is  now  said  to  be.  As  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City,  there  really  is  nothing  in  that,  inasmuA 
as  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  Mr.  Avigdor,  and  Mr 
Wilson  themselves  travelled  from  one  end  <tf 
the  proposed  line  to  the  other,  and  I  know  that 
Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  expressed  himself  as  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the 
land  and  the  prospects  of  the  line,  saying  lie 
bad  reason  to  believe  the  line  would  pay  hand-  \ 
somely  indeed  when  it  was  completed.  Even 
supposing  that  the  public  men  of  this  colony 
have  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  land,  and  if  the  promoters  of  the  com- 
pany originally  were  more  or  less  of  the  opinion 
I  have  mentioned, — and  by  the  t^visers  of  the 
company  they  should  have  been  quite  able  to 
form  an  opinion  for  themselves, — there  was  a 
Commission  appointed  in  1883  to  report  upon  I 
the  various  routes  over  which  the  Midland 
Railway  might  pass  to  connect  Brunnertoo 
with  the  east  coast.  X  myself,  as  a  member  of 
that  Commission,  visited  and  travelled  through 
the  different  routes  over  which  it  would  pa^ 
and  at  the  end  of  cur  Commission  we  reported 
— I  think  I  might  say,  in  a  lucid  and  extended 
form — to  Parliament  on  the  lines  of  our  ob- 
servations. The  report  of  that  Comniission  vas 
published  in  exUnso,  with  all  the  evidence, 
in  1883,  before  the  contract  was  signed ;  and, 
if  any  importance  is  to  attach  to  the  utter- 
ances of  a  politician  who  may  wish  to  have 
public  moneys  expended  in  his  particular  dis- 
trict, and  whatever  the  reports  of  pnblic  offioeis 
may  be,  I  think  it  is  naturally  right  to  expect 
that  the  promoters  of  the  railway  should  haw 
studied  the  report  of  the  parliamentary  Com- 
mission appointed  to  inspect  this  railway.  Tb« 
Commission  was  not  concerned  in  reporting  on 
the  line  from  Brunnerton  to  Beef  ton,  but  simply 
on  the  line  from  the  east  to  the  west  coast.  I 
propose  to  read  certain  portions  of  that  report 
to  the  House,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  what  the 
opinion  of  the  Commission  was  at  the  time. 
The  report  of  the  Commission  was  before  tbt 
promoters,  so  that  they  had  it  to  consider,  and 
could  see  the  opinion  the  Commission  formed 
of  the  railway.  I  may  say  that  it  was  drawn 
up  in  as  sanguine  a  spirit  as  it  7as  possible 
for  competent  and  impartial  men  to  write  in. 
There  was  nu  intention  to  take  a  doleful  vie* 
of  the  prospects  of  the  railway  or  of  the  qaalily 
of  the  land,  and  the  prospect  of  the  success  of 
the  railway  as  a  paying  venture  on  its  com- 
pletion was  set  out,  as  all  those  who  take  tha 
trouble  to  read  it  can  see.  Here  is  what  tbs 
Commission  said : — 

"  The  West  Coast,  so  far  as  visited  by  At 
Commission,  appeared  to  contain  little  land 
suitable  for  agriculture ;  though  there  is  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  level  and  terrace  land  on 
the  Lower  Teremakau,  Hokitika,  and  Little 
Grey  Rivers,  and  all  around  Lake  Bmaner, 
which  appears  to  be  of  a  fair  to  good  quality, 
and  no  doubt,  if  cleared,  would  grow  excellent 
grass.  The  climate,  however,  seems  quite  nn- 
Buitable  for  the  raising  of  grain.    But  the  most 
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important  factor  in  considering  the  West  Ooast 
as  a  farming  district  undoubtedly  is  the  dense 
forest  with  'which  the  whole  country  is  covered. 
The  present  cost  of  felling  and  burning  the 
bush  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
land  when  cleared  ;  and,  owing  to  the  humidity 
of  the  climate,  underscrub  and  rushes  soon 
appear  unless  the  land  is  ploughed.  Agricul- 
ture on  any  scale  beyond  the  most  insignifi- 
cant is  out  of  the  question  where  the  cost  of 
preparing  the  land  for  the  plough  is,  as  it  is 
stated  to  be,  £50  per  acre.  The  agricultural 
statistics  show  that  only  14  acres  were  sown 
in  grain  crops  in  1882,  and  343  acres  in  green 
crops  and  potatoes,  although  evidence  obtained 
at  Beefton  shows  prices  to  be  such  as  should 
prove  extremely  remunerative,  bread,  meat, 
and  flour  being  twice,  oats  nearly  three  times, 
and  potatoes  five  times  as  dear  as  at  Christ- 
church." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  that 
yrent  to  examine  the  line,  and  the  actual  record 
of  the  farming  operations  in  1682  proved  that 
farming,  although  the  prices  of  produce  on  the 
west  coast  wore  enormously  in  excess  of  prices 
on  the  east  coast,  was  there  carried  on  under 
such  difficulties  that  it  was  practically  impos- 
sible to  carry  on  farming  profitably  at  all. 
Then,  we  come  to  the  eastern  slopes : — 

"  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  dividing-range 
the  country  is  far  less  wooded  than  on  the 
western  slopes,  but  on  those  portions  which 
would  be  affected  by  any  of  the  proposed  routes 
the  land  is  unfit  for  agriculture.  The  valleys 
of  the  rivers  are  rough  and  stony,  and  the 
mountain  slopes  afford  only  indifferent  grazing 
for  sheep.  They  cannot  support  a  farming 
population,  and  will  not  produce  traffic  of  any 
consequence  for  a  railway.  The  features  of 
the  country  are  similar  in  all  the  rivers  along 
which  the  proposed  routes  would  travel.  As 
soon  as  the  plains  and  downs  are  left  behind, 
the  country  becomes  rugged  and  barren ;  the 
vaJleys  are  mostly  little  more  than  river-beds — 
either  naked  shingle,  or  having  a  thin  covering 
of  soil,  liable  to  bo  carried  away  by  floods — and 
the  hills  exceedingly  steep  and  rough." 

This  was  an  impartial  statement,  written  and 
published  before  the  company  signed  the  con- 
tract, and  before  they  commenced  work;  and 
therefore  the  assertion  that  the  company  de- 
serve greater  consideration  owing  to  the  state- 
ments of  public  men  is  to  be  discounted  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  an  opinion  for  them  written 
and  published  before  they  entered  into  the 
son  tract,  and  one  which  they  could  have  read 
if  they  had  thought  lit,  and  which  it  is  certain 
>hey  did  read.  Then,  the  Commissioners,  in 
recapitulation,  said  this : — 

"  The  nature  or  circumstances  of  the  soil  are 
inch  that  along  neither  of  the  alternative  lines 
;an  it  be  looked  to  for  the  support  of  a  popula- 
iion  earning  a  subsistence  from  either  pastoral 
>r  agricultural  pursuits ;  and,  although  metals 
ither  ttian  gold  probably  exist  in  many  places, 
ve  have  no  reason  to  suppose  they  can  be  found 
n  such  quantity  or  quality  of  ore  as  to  become 
or  many  years  of  any  commercial  importance, 


or  likely  to  afford  employment  to  a  population 
of  any  magnitude." 

And  then  the  final  words  of  the  report 
summed  up  the  whole  position,  and  to  any  per- 
son who  will  read  them  they  should  be  of  great 
importance  in  a  careful  consideration  of  this 
question.    They  are  as  follow  : — 

"  The  benefit  to  be  derived  by  the  colony,  as 
a  whole,  from  the  connection  of  the  east  and 
west  coasts  by  railway,  apart  from  the  com- 
mercial and  other  merits  attaching  to  the  con- 
struction of  any  particular  line,  is  a  matter 
demanding  due  consideration,  and  the  Com- 
missioners can  imagine  a  state  of  things  which 
might  justify  the  construction  of  a  line  irrespeo- 
tive  of  the  direct  financial  return  ordinarily 
demanded  from  an  investment ;  but  there  does 
not  appear  to  us  any  monopoly  of  the  trade  in 
either  coal  or  timber,  or  any  other  circum- 
stances to  render  it  necessary  for  produce  to  be 
carried  over  the  proposed  line  at  a  lower  rate 
than  such  as  will  pay  at  the  present  wear-and- 
tear,  maintenance,  wages,  salaries,  and  a  fair 
percentage  on  the  capital  expended  on  its  con- 
struction, and  full  interest  in  the  immediate 
future.  It  would  be  manifestly  unfair  to  pro- 
vide the  community  settled  round  Christchurch 
with  cheap  coal  and  timber  at  the  cost  of  the 
taxpayer  living  elsewhere,  and  unsound  policy 
to  interfere  with  industries  already  in  fuU 
operation  by  bringing  others  into  existence 
through  the  aid  of  carriage  unremunerative  to 
the  State. 

*'  That  at  a  future  date  the  coal  and  timber 
of  the  west  coast,  if  nearly  as  extensive  as  we 
were  led  to  suppose,  must  become  of  enormous 
value  to  the  country  we  feel  assured;  but  it 
would  be  the  height  of  unwisdom  to  commence 
any  line  depending  entirely  for  its  success  on 
these  products  until  reliable  information  has 
been  obtained  as  to  their  area  and  available 
quantity.  And,  in  addition  to  recommending 
that  a  detail  survey  oC  the  Arthur's  Pass  route 
be  made,  we  would  urge  most  strongly  that  a 
survey  of  the  forest-lands  and  coal-bearing 
country  of  the  west  coast  be  also  made,  with  a 
view  to  determining  their  extent  and  probable 
duration,  and  tho  more  valuable  areas  being 
permanently  reserved  from  sale ;  so  that,  instead 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  they 
may  become  a  source  of  wealth  to  the  colony, 
as  well  as  revenue  for  the  railway. 

"  After  considering  the  whole  of  the  foregoing 
conclusions  and  opinions,  we  most  respectfully 
report  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  account  of 
its  being  the  shortest  line  between  the  centres 
of  production  and  demand,  we  recommend  the 
route  by  Arthur's  Pass  as  the  most  suitable; 
but  the  most  sanguine  view  the  Commission 
can  take  is  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the 
traffic  paying  more  than  working-expenses  on 
the  completion  of  any  of  the  alternative  lines. 
No  commensurato  indirect  results  can  be 
anticipated  from  the  expenditure  of  so  large  a 
sum  as  would  be  necessary  for  its  construction, 
and  not  for  as  many  as  ten  years  or  more 
can  full  interest  on  the  cost  be  hoped  for." 

That,  Sir,  is  a  summary  of  a  very  long  and 
exhaustive  report  upon  all  the  ciroumstanoes 
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likely  to  attend  on  the  making  of  tliia  railway. 
All  these  circumstances  were  before  the  pro- 
moters of  this  venture  before  the  contract  was 
signed,  and  therefore,  when  it  is  said  that 
special  consideration  u  due  to  the  company, 
I  think  we  should  take  into  consideration  that 
this  document  was  placed  before  the  promoters 
before  any  contract  was  made.  I  think  our 
first  duty  is  to  consider  the  interests  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony.  By  all  means  let 
the  company  have  all  the  land  that  can  be 
given  to  them  for  the  construction  and  com- 
pletion of  their  railway ;  but  to  say  that  the 
tsbxpayers  of  this  colony  are  to  become  respon- 
sible for  £618,250,  and  to  be  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  £21,630  a  year  for  ever  and  ever, 
so  as  to  give  this  company  a  railway  that  will 
nevet  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  taxpayers,  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  piece  of  the  highest  unwisdom 
that  one  could  imagine. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Sir,  I  do  not  agree  with 
those  who  complain  that  the  time-limit  has 
the  eSect  of  unfairly  restricting  those  who  wish 
to  speak  on  this  question.  I  have,  I  can  say, 
at  least  as  much  desire  to  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion OS  any  other  honourable  member  in  this 
House,  and  if  I  have  not  as  much  material 
as  others  upon  which  to  apeak  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  I  ought  to  have,  at  any  rate,  for 
this  Midland  Hallway  scheme  has  been  part 
of  my  political  exi.stence  for  the  last  twelve 
years  at  least.  However,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  half  an  hour  ought  to  be  a  rea- 
sonable time  in  which  to  condense  our  argu- 
ments on  this  question.  Because  I  do  not 
think  that  this  is  an  occasion  for  indulging  in 
exhaustive  historical  reviews  of  the  details  of 
the  Midland  Railway  question  from  its  earliest 
days.  The  matter  has  been  before  the  coun- 
try, as  I  have  already  mentioned,  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  there  cannot  bo  any  intelli- 
gent man,  one  taking  an  interest  in  our  public 
affairs,  who  does  not  know  fairly  well  the  lead- 
ing points  of  the  story.  It  docs  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  necessary  to  go  into  the  efforts  of  the 
early  syndicates  in  the  South  to  establish  this 
railway,  or  to  treat  the  House  to  the  story  of 
somebody's  journey  Home,  and  somebody-else's 
journey  back  here,  and  where  he  went,  and  what 
He  did  when  he  came  to  a  certain  town.  I 
do  not  see  how  these  matters  bear  upon  the 
question  of  granting  further  concessions  to  the 
Midland  Railway  Company.  I  am  not  sneering 
at  the  speeches  that  have  been  made  at  all. 
Some  of  them  have  been  very  able  and  straight- 
forward speeches  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who  have  delivered  them.  They  have  heen  hos- 
tile views,  of  course,  but  that  is  only  what  we 
might  have  expected,  so  that  we  are  not  at 
all  disappointed  because  we  have  heard  them. 
But,  having  paid  that  compliment — which  I  do 
sincerely — to  those  speeches,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  I  accept  a  large  number  of  the 
arguments  advanced,  or  that  I  consider  them 
by  any  means  relevant  or  weighty.  They  seem 
to  have  been  divided  into  three  classes.  First  of 
all  there  was  the  argument  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  directed  not  against 
the  continuation  of  the  contract,  but  aUo- 
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gether  against  having  the  railway  made  at  alL 
Surely  it  is  a  little  late  in  the  day,  Sir,  to 
read  long  extracts  from  blue-books  to  show 
that  the  colony  never  ought  to  have  entered 
into  the  Midland  Railway  contract  at  all.  The 
whole  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks 
were  to  the  effect  that  we  should  never  have 
touched  that  railway  at  all,  or  else  that  the 
Government  should  have  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  company ;  but  I  say  that  sach 
arguments  against  the  railway  as  an  enter- 
prise  can  hardly  now  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Then,  we  had  attacks  upon  the  speech  of 
the  Premier  of  a  more  or  less  trifling  character. 
And  then  we  had  the  argument — and,  I  admit, 
a  weiglity  argument — that,  having  once  made 
a  contract  with  the  company,  and  having  once 
induced  them  to  commit  themselves  to  that 
contract,  and  having  more  than  once  given 
them  valuable  concessions,  we  ought  not  now 
to  give  them  anything  more,  and  that  on  theiz 
side  the  company  ought  to  be  rather  ashamed 
to  come  and  ask  Parliament  for  more.  I 
admit,  Sir,  that  that  is  a  very  weighty  arga- 
ment,  and  it  lies  with  us  to  show  why  that 
argument  should  not  carry  the  House  along 
with  it.  But,  as  for  the  argument  that  the 
railway  itself  is  not  worth  making,  or  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  made  because  it  passes  throagh 
a  range  of  mountains  which  cannot  carry  % 
large  farming  population,  who  ever  said  the 
Southern  Alps  would  ever  carry  a  large  farm- 
ing population?  What  the  Premier  really  said 
was  that  the  line  would  join  a  farming  to  a 
mining  population.  Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said 
the  Premier  asked  that  the  railway  should 
be  made  because  it  would  develop  tourist 
traffic,  and  because  the  Otira  Gorge  contained 
very  beautiful  scenery,  and  so  on.  And  tlie 
honourable  member  stated  that  if  we  were  to 
make  a  railway  for  tourist  traffic  and  beaatifol 
scenery  we  should  make  it  through  the  BuUer 
Gorge.  Can  any  one  who  listened  to  the  Pre- 
mier when  speaking  say  he  argued  that  this 
line  was  to  be  made  merely  because  it  would 
open  a  tourist  traffic  ?  What  he  said  was  that 
one  of  the  things  which  would  go  to  increase 
the  value  of  the  land  would  undoubtedly  be  the 
great  increase  of  the  tourist  traffic  which  that 
railway  would  develop.  Yet  we  heskr  it  seriously 
stated  by  two  honourable  gentlemen  of  high 
standing  in  this  House  that  a  railway  does  not 
enlarge  tourist  traffic.  Have  those  honourable 
gentlemen  ever  travelled  in  Europe  or  in  Eng- 
land ?  Have  they  ever  read  accounts  of  the 
countries  most  frequented  by  tourists  ?  If  they 
have,  how  can  they  claim  that  tourist  traffic 
is  not  increased  by  railways  7  Is  a  man  going 
to  drive  or  ride  through  the  country  when 
railways  exist  in  it?  No.  The  tourists  come 
in  thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  to  these  different  coon- 
tries,  and  it  is  notorious  that  ninety-nina 
out  of  every  hundred  of  these  tourists  would 
never  oome  to  those  places  if  there  were  no 
railways.  So  much  for  that  argument.  How- 
ever, that  is  but  a  side-issue.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  stated 
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that  the  tourists  came  to  see  beautifal  scenery. 
And  he  instanced  the  eScct  of  a  railway  made 
through  one  of  the  loveliest  gorges  in  New 
Zealand  —  that  we  had  only  to  go  to  the 
Man&watu  Gorge  to  see  how  the  band  of  the 
spoiler  had  ruined  its  grace.  I  admit  that 
the  devastation  of  that  gorge  is  a  very  sad 
sight,  but  I  deny  that  that  is  any  reason  for 
fearing  that  the  Otira  or  other  West  Coast 
gorges  are  in  any  danger  of  being  ruined  in 
the  same  manner  by  the  Midland  Railway 
Company.  The  Midland  Company  has  nothing 
to  gain  by  destroying  the  scenery.  One  of 
the  objects  of  that  company  will  be  to  see 
that  that  scenery  is  carefully  conserved,  so  as 
to  get  the  tourist  traffic,  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  railway  pay.  The  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  are  bound,  in  their  own  interests, 
to  carefully  preserve  the  scenery  of  the  beauti- 
ful gorges  through  which  the  railway  is  to 
run.  Their  own  common -sense  would  tell 
tbem  that  they  should  not  allow  the  scenery 
to  be  ruined.  I  may  say  I  have  the  assurance 
of  the  company  to  that  effect,  and  I  think  we 
can  accept  that  assurance  in  good  faith,  that 
they  are  not  going  to  destroy  one  of  their  most 
valuable  assets.  Then,  some  hard  words  have 
been  said  with  regard  to  this  company.  It  was 
Raid  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  that  they  could  not  be 
looked  upon  as  philanthropists.  We  are  told 
that  they  do  not  make  railways  for  the  benefit 
of  the  colony,  but  they  are  making  this  railway 
for  themselves.  But,  Sir,  who,  in  the  name  of 
common-sense,  ever  suggested  that  this  busi- 
ness company  were  making  this  railway  for 
philanthropic  purposes?  They  are  making  the 
railway  in  the  hope  that  it  will  pay  them. 
But,  then,  the  colony  did  not  go  into  the  enter- 
prise in  the  hope  that  it  would  put  money  into 
tho  contractors'  pockets,  and  surely  what  is 
true  with  regard  to  the  State  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  be  true  with  regard  to  the 
company.  Both  parties  went  into  the  enter- 
prise from  a  purely  business  point  of  view.  We 
hope  to  do  well  out  of  the  company,  and  tho 
company  hope  to  do  well  out  of  us.  They  have 
as  much  right  to  hope  to  make  money  out  of 
us  as  we  have  to  make  something  out  of  their 
enterprise.  The  question,  then,  is.  Is  it  right 
or  not  that  the  railway  should  be  mode?  I 
.  ..  am  not  going  to  detain  the  House  by 
°  '  recapitulating  the  arguments  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  adduced  in 
favour  of  this  work.  Year  after  year  this 
question  was  fought  out  in  this  House  and  tho 
country,  and  finally  it  was  decided  by  majori- 
ties in  both  Houses  that  the  railway  should 
be  made  if  wo  could  get  a  company  to  make 
it.  It  is  said  that  it  is  not  worth  making 
because  it  is  a  tourist  railway:  but  it  is  more 
than  a  tourist  railway.  It  is  a  tourist  railway, 
it  is  a  mineral  railway,  and  it  is  a  timber  rail- 
iray.  It  is  a  railway  which  will  enable  the 
producing  districts  of  the  colony  to  supply 
the  mineral  and  timber  districts  of  tho  South 
Island.  I  say  no  railway  should  be  made 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  a  timber 
forest.    The  Auckland  members,  however,  have 


not  thought  it  beneath  them  to  support  more 
than  once  the  making  of  such  a  railway.  I 
cannot  say  that  the  result  of  such  lines  has 
been  of  such  a  character  as  to  encourage  us  to 
make  any  more.  But  railways  have  been  made 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  too  simply  to 
open  up  tourist  traffic.  Railways  are  made  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  and  are  made  to  pay, 
simply  because  of  minerals.  But  here  is  a  rail- 
way which  is  a  mineral,  a  tourist,  and  a  timber 
railway,  and  a  railway  which  will  tap  and  open 
up  a  large  district  in  tho  colony  as  well,  and,  to 
a  certain  extent,  will  enable  Wostland  to  be 
settled  by  a  population.  The  friends  of  the  rail- 
way do  not  come  here  simply  asking  that  this 
railway  may  be  made  for  one  or  two  reasons : 
there  are  several  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
why  the  line  should  bo  made.  But,  as  I 
say,  all  those  arguments  are  matters  of  ancient 
history  now.  But  what  we  now  say  is  that- 
cirourastanoes  seem  to  show  that  unless  a 
variation  of  the  contract  is  consented  to  there 
is  no  chance  whatever  of  the  railway  being. 
made.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  House  should 
vary  the  contract  further,  or  is  it  desirable 
that  the  whole  of  the  labour  of  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  in  connection  with  this  rail- 
way should  be  thrown  away  and  that  no  rail- 
way shall  be  made  ?  Let  honourable  members 
remember  that  is  the  alternative.  Either  we 
must  agree  to  such  arrangements  with  the 
company  that  there  will  be  a  fair  chance- 
of  the  company  making  the  railway,  or  th» 
thing  must  be  abandoned.  I  do  not  believe 
that  for  some  time  to  come  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  the  colony  to  make  the  line  out  of 
borrowed  money.  I  do  not  fear,  as  has  been 
apprehended  by  certain  honourable  gentlemen, 
that  the  stoppage  of  this  line  will  mean  a  com- 
bination for  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  a 
gigantic  borrowing  policy.  I  do  not  fear,  if 
this  line  is  stopped,  that  irresistible  pressure 
will,  for  some  years  at  any  rate,  be  brought  to 
hear  on  this  House  to  construct  tho  Otago 
Central  line,  the  North  Island  Trunk  line,  and 
this  line,  and  to  purchase  the  Manawatu  line,, 
and  that  that  pressure  will  force  this  House  to 
go  on  the  London  market  for  a  gigantic  loait 
to  make  these  three  lines  and  buy  the  fourth, 
I  do  not  fear  that.  I  think  there  is  another 
alternative  which  is  far  more  probable.  What 
I  do  fear  is,  that  if  this  Bill  is  thrown  out 
this  line  will  be  hung  up  for  some  time 
to  come ;  that  the  colony  will  be  plunged  into 
a  sea  of  litigation ;  that  this  land  which  we 
are  so  very  anxious  to  see  unlocked  will  not 
be  unlocked  for  some  time  to  come ;  and  that, 
in  particular,  tho  province  from  which  I  come 
will  have  sacrificed  an  enormous  area  of 
its  land  for  nothing  whatever  —  will  be  left 
without  this  railway,  and  will  be  left  labour- 
ing under  a  bitter  sense  of  injustice  and  a 
rankling  sense  of  injury.  Now,  I  make  no 
threats  at  all.  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  that 
threats  should  be  made.  But  I  do  appeal  to 
the  common-sense  and  to  the  sense  of  fairness 
of  this  House,  and  ask  honourable  members 
to  think  whether  that  argument  also  is  not 
worth  considering — whether  they  should  not- 
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take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  if  thigBill 
is  thrown  out  the  work  of  yea^rs  will  be  thrown 
away,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  the  colonists 
of  New  Zealand  will  feel  that  they  have  been 
unfairly  and  unjuscly  sacrificed.  Because, 
after  all,  what  are  those  so-called  concessions 
which  we  are  told  the  colony  has  been  making 
for  the  Midland  Railway  ?  The  colony  cer- 
tainly gave  up  a  nominally  enormous  area 
of  land  for  the  Midland  Kailway.  We  are 
told  by  some  of  the  bitterest  opponents  of  the 
Bill  that  that  area  of  land  was  not  an  area 
of  valuable  land — that  part  of  it  was  utterly 
valueless.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  river- 
beds, snowy  mountain-slopes,  barren  valleys, 
and  glaciers,  and  we  are  led  to  believe  that 
far  the  largest  share  of  this  territory  which  we 
are  supposed  to  surrender  to  the  company  is 
of  that  character.  I  do  not  say  that  a  good 
-deal  of  that  is  not  exaggerated.  I  think  it  is. 
But  what  I  do  say  is  that  unless  that  railway 
is  made  that  land  will  not  be  of  any  great  value 
to  the  colony.  If  the  territory  is  to  become 
valuable,  then  this  railway  ought  to  be  made 
through  it,  and  must  be  made  through  it.  If 
the  railway  is  not  to  be  made  the  land  will 
remain  for  many  years  to  a  very  large  extent 
valueless.  So  much  for  the  sacrihce.  Then, 
there  are  those  concessions.  We  are  told  that 
we  made  an  important  concession  with  regard 
to  the  Brunner  deviation.  We  did.  We  are 
told  that  we  made  another  concession  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Abt  system.  And  so  we  did.  But, 
after  all,  did  these  concessions  injure  the 
colony  in  any  way?  After  all,  would  the 
colony  have  been  any  richer,  or  would  it  have 
been  any  better  off,  if  we  had  insisted  on  the 
company  following  the  old  line  along  Lake 
Brunner?  Or  would  it  have  helped  us  if  a 
tunnel  had  been  made  instead  of  the  Abt  sys- 
tem being  adopted  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  we 
had  stuck  to  the  tunnel  we  should  have  been 
cursed  by  tourists  and  travellers  yet  unborn. 
We  should  have  sacrificed  the  scenery  of  one 
of  the  most  lovely  and  beautiful  parts  of  the 
whole  journey.  In  answer  to  an  interruption 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  I 
may  say  that  I  have  already  explained  that 
the  tourist  traffic  is  only  one  advantage  in 
connection  with  this  line.  The  concessions 
we  have  made  have  been  a  great  advantage 
to  the  company,  but  they  have  been  no  dis- 
advantage to  the  colony  whatever.  Kow  we 
come  to  the  present  position ;  and  that  is,  after 
All,  the  main  point.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kelson  City  made  such  a  speech  as  we 
might  have  expected,  and  such  a  speech  as  I 
should  imagine  each  one  of  us  would  have 
made  had  we  occupied  the  position  of  that 
honourable  gentleman.  I  do  not  deny  for  a 
moment  that  had  I  represented  Nelson,  had  I 
been  a  Nelson  citizen,  and  had  I  the  feelings  of 
A  Nelson  man — I  do  not  doubt  that  I  should 
have  been  swayed  by  those  feelings.  I  should 
probably  have  thouglit  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber thinks,  and  have  spoken  as  he  has  spoken. 
But  this  is  the  vital  point:  Can  anything  we 
do  enable  the  Nelson  part  of  the  line  to  be 
xnade  ?  Is  it  possible  to  make  that  portion  ?  I 
Mr.  Beeves 


say  it  is  not.     It  is  unfair  to  reproach  tba 
Government  with  abandoning  Nelson.     We  did 
not  abandon  that  line  as  long   as  there  was 
the  slightest  chance  of  forcing  the  compajiy  to 
make  the  Nelson  branch.    But  when  it  became 
clear  that  that  portion  of  the  line  was  abso- 
lutely beyond  praying  for,  that  its  construction 
was  hopeless,  that  the  company  must  eiUier  be 
relieved  of  that  or  the  whole  line  would  be 
stopped,  under  these  circumstances  it  simplj 
became  a  question  of  what  we  could  snatch 
from  the  fire.     We,  of  course,  saved  what  we 
could,  and  abandoned  what  we  could  not  save. 
That  is  our  whole  crime,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  heinous  crime.      We  tried   to    get    the 
whole  line  and  nothing  less  than  the  whole  line, 
but  when  that  chance  vanished  into  thin  air 
we  tried  to  get  what  we  could.     The  questi<m 
is,  whether  Christchurch  is   to   be   connected 
with  the  West  Ooast — whether  her  three  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds'  worth  of  land  is  to  be 
sacrificed  for  some  purpose,  or  for  very  little 
purpose?    Shall   Canterbury  get  what  she  is 
fairly  entitled  to,  or  shall  the  whole  of  the  past 
work  be  thrown  away,  and  shall  we  simply  be 
satisfied  with  going  to  law  with  the  company? 
That  is  the  question  which  honourable  genUe- 
men  have  to  ask  themselves  now.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stoat) 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  litigation.    The  honour- 
able gentleman  may  not  fear  litigation  ;  I  can 
quite  imagine  that  he  may  not  be  afraid  of 
litigation :  the  honourable  gentleman  is  accos- 
tomed  to  litigation.    But  there  are  many  men 
in  New  Zealand  who  are  not  so  accustomed  to 
litigation,  and  who   may  not  look  at  it  with 
quite  so  light  a  heart  as  my  honourable  friend. 
For  my  own  part  I  do  not  look  with  a  light 
heart  on  the  prospect  of  a  lawsuit  with  ths 
company.     I  do  not  think  it  will  do  New  Zea- 
land any  good,  though  I  trust,  if  it  does  occur, 
wo  shall  be  on  the  successful  side  in  the  end. 
Still,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  avi»d 
it.    But,  in  addition  to  that  litigation,  when 
I  see  this  railway  abandoned  after  ten  years' 
work,  and  three  hundred  thousand    pounds' 
worth  of  Canterbury  land  sacrificed  for  naught, 
and  when  I  see  us  put  back  to  the  beginning 
of  our  labours  once  more,  it  is  natural  that  I 
should  not  look  at  the  prospect  with  a  feeling 
of  satisfaction.     But,  of  course,  the  question 
is,  whether  the  concession  which  we   ask  for 
is  a  justifiable  concession.     I  maintain  it  is, 
though  I  admit  that  if  the  railway  is  not  made 
this  land  is  not  territory  of  enormous  value. 
I  maintain  that  this  land,  if  the  line  really  is 
to  be  mode,  is  going  to  be  territory  of  very 
considerable  value  to  New  Zealand,  and  that 
CO  get  this  land  back,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  railway  is  going  through  it  and  develop- 
ing it,  will  be  a  very  good  stroke  of  business 
indeed  for  the  colony.     Bemember  this:   It 
is  said  that  we  are  giving  £618,000  for  the 
making  of  a  railway  which  will  cost  a  million. 
There  is  no  use  in  quarrelling  as  to  whether 
the  line  will  cost  a  million  or  a  million  and  a 
quarter.    The  cost  of  construction  will  doubt- 
less come  up  to  about  £1,100,000  or  £1,300,000. 
The  total  cost  ought  to  be  put  down  at  what  it 
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'will  be  —  namely,  about  £1,200,000 — and  we 
should  not  try  to  make  it  less  because  the 
actual  outlay — the  engineering  work — will  be 
merely  a  million.  I{  it  will  cost  the  company 
£1,200,000  to  make  the  line,  then  the  com- 
pany is  entitled  to  call  that  the  cost  of  the 
fine.  It  is  said  that  we  are  going  to  give  up 
£618,000  for  the  making  of  a  line  which  will 
cost  £1,200,000.  Precisely ;  but  that  is  always 
what  we  have  said  we  would  do.  We  said  we 
would  give  the  company  £618,000  in  land. 
It  is  not  fair  to  try  to  mislead  this  House  by 
pretending  that  this  land  which  we  are  to  give 
them  will  not  be  equal  to  £618,000.  Why,  we 
have  contracted  to  make  it  worth  £618,000, 
no  matter  whether  it  consists  of  glaciers, 
mountain-torrents,  or  barren  alpine  valleys. 
Whatever  the  value  of  the  land  may  be  in  its 
nature  and  to  the  purchaser,  we  have  con- 
tracted to  make  it  worth  £618,000  to  the  com- 
pany, and,  if  it  is  not  worth  £618,000,  then  we 
have  to  give  them  either  hard  cash  or  some- 
thing else  to  make  it  up  to  that  value.  What 
is  the  diflerence,  then,  whether  we  give  them 
£618,000  partly  in  land  there  and  elsewhere  or 
partly  in  land  and  cash,  or  give  £618,000  in 
debentures?  It  may  have  been  against  the 
interests  of  the  colony  to  give  £618,000,  but 
we  agreed  to  do  it,  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  to 
argue  now  that  the  arrangement  was  a  bad 
one.  The  colony  deliberately  entered  into  the 
contract  after  fuller  argument  than  it  is  pos- 
sible to  apply  to  it  now.  An  enormous  deal  of 
argument  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  rail- 
way was  brought  to  bear  by  those  who  were  the 
friends  of  the  lino  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Parliament  that  this  part  of  the  railway 
was  worth  the  colony  giving  £618,000,  what- 
ever might  be  said  now  about  its  only  costing 
£1,200,000.  The  only  thing  involved  in  the 
variation  between  what  the  House  assented  to 
last  year  and  what  it  is  asked  to  assent  to  now  is 
not  a  question  as  to  the  amount  we  should 
contribute  for  the  cost  of  the  land,  but  as  to 
whether  the  line  is  worth  making  at  all  with- 
out the  Nelson  portion.  I  ask  honourable 
gentlemen  to  remember  that  the  House  de- 
liberately assented  to  make  this  line  on  these 
terms — namely,  that  we  should  give  something 
more  than  half  the  cost  of  the  line  in  deben- 
tures in  order  to  get  that  line  made.  That  was 
what  the  Parliament  agreed  to  do  just  before 
the  general  election.  Why  should  the  Premier 
be  taunted  with  having  deceived  Nelson  or 
any  other  district  with  regard  to  this  railway  ? 
Parliament  now  proposes  to  go  back  upon  the 
pledge  which  was  honourably  given  to  Can- 
terbury and  Westland  on  the  eve  of  the  general 
election.  I  say  that  on  the  eve  of  the  general 
election  the  House  of  Representatives  solemnly 
agreed  that  the  railway  should  be  made  on  this 
principle,  and  the  only  variation  we  ask  now 
from  this  is  that,  if  the  whole  of  the  line  can- 
not be  made  on  that  principle,  the  larger  and 
most  valuable  part  of  the  railway  should  be 
made.  I  ask  the  House  to  pause  before  it 
allows  that  pledge  to  be  departed  from.  I 
ask  members  to  pause  before  they  say  that 
efforts  of  the  last  twelve  years  shall  be  thrown 


away  and  rendered  nugatory  and  useless.  I 
ask  the  House  to  pause  before  it  deprives 
the  Province  of  Canterbury,  which  has  con- 
tributed to  the  public  works  of  the  colony 
out  of  the  land-tax  put  upon  itself  by  its 
citizens,  that  province  which  made  its  roads 
and  bridges  out  of  its  own  pocket,  that  pro- 
vince which  made  the  most  valuable  and  costly 
piece  of  its  railways  out  of  its  own  pocket,  and 
which  has  for  the  last  twelve  years,  without 
murmuring,  provided  money  for  railways  for 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  money  for 
roads  and  bridges  for  other  parts  of  New 
Zealand,  in  order  that  they  might  be  settled, 
and  is  to  be  asked  year  after  year  by  Otago, 
Wellington,  and  Auckland  to  go  on  doing  so 
— I  ask  the  House  to  pause  before  it  deprives 
Canterbury  of  the  only  concession  she  asks 
for.  Other  parts  of  the  colony  have  had  pub- 
lic works  for  the  last  twelve  years  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Canterbury ;  and  is  she  to  sit  down 
for  the  future  without  murmuring  and  without 
complaint  ?  I  tell  honourable  gentlemen  thai 
a  refusal  now  will  cause  a  rankling  feeling  oi 
wrong  and  injustice  in  Canterbury. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  given  us  what  I  may  call  a  resurrec- 
tion speech 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Ah  1  it  has  brought  you  up  t. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  — It  is  a  counterpart 
of  speeches  which  Canterbury  members  have 
made  us  familiar  with  for  the  last  twelve 
years.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  spoken 
this  afternoon  not  as  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  those  benches,  representing  the  whole 
of  the  colony,  but  from  the  narrow  point  of 
view  of  a  Canterbury  member. 

Mr.  REEVES. — I  am  not  ashamed  of  being 
a  Canterbury  man. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  am  not  asking  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be  ashamed;  any 
effort  of  mine  in  that  direction  would  be  of  a 
fruitless  character.  He  told  us  that  this  line  of 
railway  had  been  part  of  his  political  existence- 
for  the  last  twelve  years.  He  resurrects  its  poli- 
tical history,  tells  us  that  bit  by  bit  in  1884  the 
House  voted  for  the  construction  of  the  line^ 
and  he  now  practically  explains  that  Parlia- 
ment refuses  to  vary  the  resolution  then  passed. 
Why  does  he  not  take  up  the  cudgels  for  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  the  Otago  Central 
line,  the  Eketahuna-WoodviUe  line,  and  many 
others  which  have  received  ths  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  on  which  very  little  progress  has 
been  made  ?  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  in  introducing 
the  question  of  the  Midland  Bailway  line  in 
1884,  makes  use  of  this  language : — 

"  Sir,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  thia 
Bill,  I  desire  to  explain  that  it  contains  the 
conditions  under  which  a  work  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  colony  may  be  constructed 
without  imposing  upon  the  colony  any  direct 
burden." 

That  is  the  first  sentence  of  his  speech ;  and 
a  little  lower  down  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  But  we  think  the  work  is  now  so  im- 
portant that,  while  we  cannot  recommend  the 
House  to  undertake  direct  liability  for  the 
cost,  still  it  is  a  work  in  respect  to  which  tb» 
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colony  may  offer  lurge  indnoemeDts  \o  private 
enterprise  to  construct  it." 

And  a  little  further  down  he  says, — 

"The  land  is  of  so  poor  and  doubtful  a 
character  that  the  amount  prescribed  in  the 
Railways  Construction  Act  is  not  considered 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  obtain  the  necessary 
capital." 

Then  a  little  further  down  again  be  says, — 

"  We  ore  prepared  to  take  oar  stand  upon 
this,  and  no  iteration  in  this  House  or  in  the 
Press  will  shake  us  from  it :  that,  as  the  colony 
is  already  burdened  with  direct  demands  for 
borrowing,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
where  it  sees  its  way  Co  do  so,  to  encourage 
certain  large  works  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony 
without  the  aid  of  borrowed  money." 

Now,  Sir,  wo  all  know  the  political  history 
of  the  gentleman  who  uttered  those  words,  and 
the  condemnation  which  has  again  and  again 
been  heaped  upon  him  for  plunging  this  colony 
into  debt ;  and  yet  he  flinched  from  asking  the 
colony  to  borrow  for  the  construction  of  this 
railway,  confining  himself  strictly  to  a  land 
endowment.  But  the  Government  on  those 
benches  quite  gaily  propose  to  add  £618,000 
to  the  debt  of  the  colony.  The  debt  of  the 
colony  in  1884  was  £29,429,000,  and  the  debt 
to-day  is  £.38,874.000,  an  increase  of  £9,300,000. 
In  case  it  might  be  said  that  our  debt  hod  only 
increased  in  proportion  to  population,  I  have 
estimated  as  closely  as  I  can  the  population  of 
the  colony  in  1884  at  S34,000  souls,  and  in  1894 
at  635,000.  Now,  Sir,  these  figures  show  that, 
while  the  population  has  only  increased  by  22 
per  cent,  in  these  ten  years,  our  debt  has  in- 
creased by  no  less  than  31  per  cent.  And  now 
we  have  the  non-borrowing  Government,  the 
Oovernment  of  self-reliance,  the  Government 
of  strict  economy,  actually  out-Vogeling  Vogel, 
&nd  calling  upon  Parliament  to  support  this 
proirasal.  What  is  the  proposal  ?  To  cast  a 
cool  £618,000  of  increased  debt  upon  the  back 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WAKD. — You  supported  a  proposal  for 
£500,000  the  other  day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  support  the  bor- 
rowing  of  a  moderate  sum  for  constructing 
roads  on  Government  land  and  to  purch8.se 
Native  lands;  but  I  did  not  vote  for  the 
£500,000,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  knows 
it.  In  1831,  when  the  Railways  Construction 
Act,  under  which  the  llanawatu  Kailway  was 
afterwards  constructed,  was  psissed,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day  was  denounced  for  giving 
a  subsidy  in  land  of  30  per  cent.,  but  the  Go- 
vernment of  18S4  increased  the  subsidy  designed 
{or  the  Slidland  line  to  50  per  cent.  But,  Sir, 
this  non- borrowing,  self-reliant  Government 
actually  urges  us  to  give  a  bonus  of  £618,000 
in  cash — not  in  land — to  construct  this  rail- 
way-line. I  call  the  proposal  nothing  less 
than  monstrous.  The  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  is  continually 
telling  us  that  theirs  is  a  Government  of  the 
people — that  they  keep  the  people  always  in 
view.  Who  are  the  people  in  this  case  ?  The 
people  in  Westland?  Do  we  find  a  growing 
population  there?  Do  we  find  the  wealth  of 
Mr.  Buchanan 


the  colony  being  added  to  by  a  faat-increaaing 
population  there,  or  an  increase  of  products? 
By  the  census  of  March,  1874,  the  popala- 
tion  of  Westland  was  14,860;  in  1878  it  had 
increased  to  16,932 ;  and  by  the  last  cenaua, 
in  1891,  it  had  come  down  to  16,887.  Now,  Sit, 
If  the  Government  really  wish  to  legislate 
for  the  people,  to  legislate  for  the  good  of  the 
greatest  number,  I  invite  them  to  look  at  the 
suitiRtics  of  the  Provincial  District  of  Wel- 
lington, for  instance.  By  the  census  of  March, 
1874,  the  population  of  the  Wellington  Provin- 
cial District  was  27,790.  By  the  census  of 
1891  we  find  that  the  population  has  increased 
to  no  fewer  than  97,725  souls;  luid,  to  give 
additional  point  to  the  enormous  difierence 
in  the  rate  of  development  in  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  colony,  I  wish  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  realise  that  the  increase  of  the 
population  in  the  Wellington  Provincial  Dis- 
trict between  the  census  of  1886  and  that  of 
1891  was  over  twenty  thousand,  or  nearly  five 
thousand  more  than  the  total  population  of 
Westland.  And  here  we  have  the  Government 
of  the  day  proposing  to  borrow  an  enormous 
sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  a  district 
which  shows  such  miserable  results  as  these  in 
comparison  with  other  more  prosperous  parts 
of  the  country.  Ic  is  not  my  wisn  for  a  mo- 
ment to  prejudice  the  District  of  Westland, 
but  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  to  look 
facts  in  the  face,  and  to  legislate  for  the  many 
and  not  for  the  few.  The  Westland  District 
was  opened  thirty  years  ago,  and  in  all  that 
time  they  have  opened  sufficient  country  to 
carry  twenty  thousand  cattle  and  twenty-thtee 
thousand  sheep.  Last  year  they  produced 
1,619  tons  of  potatoes,  and  the  produce  of  about 
200  acres. 

Mr.  GiriNNESS.— Give  us  the  whole  dis- 
trict, not  a  part. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  given  the  figoiw 
for  the  whole  District  of  Westland,  and  will 
supply  them  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  If 
he  can  show  me  that  I  am  in  error  I  will, 
of  course,  withdraw  what  I  have  said.  I  am 
quoting  in  all  good  faith  the  figures  supplied 
to  me  by  the  department.  The  production 
of  oats  was  1,900  bushels,  of  other  crops  416 
acres ;  in  sown  grasses  there  is  a  little  under 
50,000  acres,  and  in  bay  about  2,000  acres. 
Now,  these  figures  tell  us,  in  language  such 
as  he  who  runs  may  read,  that,  in  spite  of  the 
best  market  in  the  colony  at  their  door,  the 
figures  I  have  quoted  represent  the  develop- 
ment attained  in  all  these  years  from  the 
millions  of  ELcres  we  have  in  the  Westland  Dis- 
trict. And  yet  we  are  told  that  the  colony,  in 
getting  this  land  back  from  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company,  as  is  proposed,  is  going  to  derive 
a  groat  benefit.  The  company  would  not  be 
offering  to  return  it  if  they  could  settle  a  popu- 
lation upon  it,  as  we  are  able  to  do  on  oni 
bush-lands  in  the  North  Island.  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Education  was  good  enough  to 
tell  us  that,  failing  the  £018,000  provided  in 
the  present  Bill,  the  colony  was  bound  to  make 
up  that  amount  in  land  under  the  present 
contract.    Surely  the   honootable  gentleman 
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{oigot  that  he  was  speaking  to  men  of  reason- 
able intelligence.  ll  the  land  concessions  were 
really  convertible  into  £61-8,000  in  cash,  does 
the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  tell  us  that 
the  London  syndicates  would  not  take  that 
land  up  just  as  readily  as  the  £618,000  in  cash 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  shakes  his  head ;  but  I  cannot  see 
where  the  difference  lies.  '  The  colony  would  be 
bound,  if  the  case  is  as  he  put  it  to  the  House, 
to  make  up  the  full  amount,  and  the  syndicate 
in  London  would  care  little  how  it  was  made  up 
so  long  as  they  pocketed  the  cash.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  what 
be  has  put  before  us  is  altogether  misleading, 
because  the  land  is  not  of  a  quality  that  can  be 
converted  into  cash.  Then  he  quoted  a  long 
paper  to  us  showing  the  expenditure  of  bor- 
rowed money  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
colony  since  1886.  I  have  the  figures  before 
me,  and,  without  giving  the  gross  amounts,  they 
mean  that  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Auck- 
land the  expenditure  has  been  at  the  rate  of  £8 
per  head  of  the  population ;  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
£7  per  head  ;  in  Wellington,  £9  per  head ;  in 
the  Nelson  District,  £5  per  head;  in  Marl- 
borough, £3  per  head ;  in  che  Canterbury  Dis- 
trict, £3  per  head ;  and  in  the  Westland  Dis- 
trict no  less  than  £15  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion. In  Otsgo  and  Southland  the  expenditure 
was  £7  per  head.  Now,  Sir,  surely  the  Canter- 
bury District  has  not  so  much  to  complain  of, 
although  the  expenditure  was  only  £3  per  head 
of  the  population,  because  every  one  knows, 
who  knows  Canterbury  at  all,  that  as  far  as 
reading  and  railway  communication  are  con- 
oemed  there  is  no  provincial  district  through- 
out the  whole  colony  that  is  so  well  off  as  that 
district. 

Mr.  REEVES.— We  made  our  own  roads. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  that  Canterbury  made  her  own  roads. 
That  is  true  in  a  sense,  but  he  puts  it  in 
a  very  misleading  way,  because  the  colony, 
in  the  first  instance,  endowed  Canterbury 
with  a  landed  estate  out  of  which  she  was 
enabled  to  make  her  roads,  and  of  course  the 
money,  in  a  level  country  like  that,  went  very 
much  further  than  money  would  go  in  the 
rough  and  hilly  districts  of  the  colony.  Then, 
if  we  take  Canterbury  and  Westland  together, 
we  find  the  expenditure  of  borrowed  money  at 
per  head  of  the  population  upon  the  railways 
alone  amounts  to  £1  per  head ;  and  these  two 
districts  have  therefore  not  so  much  to  com- 
plain of,  when  the  average  for  the  whole  colony 
IS  only  £6  per  head  of  the  population.  Then, 
Sir,  if  this  railway-line  is  constructed,  what 
is  bound  to  happen  is  that  pressure  will  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  colony  in  every  possible 
way  from  Canterbury  and  Westland  to  compel 
the  purchase  of  the  line.  The  colony  will  first 
have  spent  £618,000,  as  proposed  by  the  Bill,  in 
addition  to  the  large  sum  of  money  which  has 
been  already  spent  by  handing  over  300,000 
acres  of  Canterbury  lands  to  the  company,  and 
then,  after  all,  the  colony  will  have  to  buy  the 
railway — a  veritable  white  elephant  in  every 
conceivable  way.    The  honouiable  gentleman, 


and  those  who  are  on  his  side  on  this  question, 
have  also  forgotten  to  tell  us  that  if  this  rail- 
way-line is  opened,  and  if  the  trtiffio  proves 
to  be  what  they  anticipate,  a  large  part  of  it 
must  necessarily  be  at  the  expense  of  the  har- 
bour-works we  have  constructed  on  the  West 
Coast  at  an  enormous  cost  to  the  colony. 
Those  works  would  necessarily  suffer  very 
heavily  indeed  ;  and  the  gain — if  there  should 
be  any  gain  from  the  working  of  the  railway 
— will  be  to  a  large  extent,  if  not  wholly  or 
more  than  wholly,  lost  by  the  loss  to  those  two 
important  ports.  The  honourable  gentleman 
tells  us  that  unless  this  railway  is  constructed 
Canterbury  will  suffer  under  a  rankling  sense 
of  injustice.  I  for  one  would  never  be  a  party 
to  doing  anything  unjust  or  unfair  against 
Canterbury;  but  Canterbury  cannot  very  well 
complain  of  her  present  position  either  with 
regard  to  roads  or  railways  ;  and,  if  the  Midland 
Railway  is  not  constructed,  what  will  be  the 
measure  of  injury  to  Canterbury?  Will  she 
send  less  produce  to  the  West  Coast?  Will 
she  suffer  seriously  in  any  other  way  ?  I  alto- 
gether fail  to  see  it.  To-day  she  furnishes 
the  West  Coast  with  most  of  the  agricultural 
produce  required,  and  if  the  railway  is  never 
constructed  she  will  always  continue  to  do  so, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge.  Why,  therefore, 
should  she  suffer  a  rankling  sense  of  injustice  if 
this  line  is  never  conBtruotod  ?  Then,  the  Pre- 
mier told  us  that  the  construction  of  the  line 
would  find  employment  for  something  like  two 
thousand  men.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  always  told  this  House  that  he  has  steadily 
resisted  the  finding  of  employment  for  men 
except  upon  reproductive  works.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  contend  for  a  moment 
that  the  construction  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  would  be  a  reproductive  work  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  that  all  the 
testimony  of  those  whose  opinion  is  worth  any- 
thing is  altogether  lagainst  such  a  conclusion. 
Ho  appealed  to  us  on  account  of  the  toilers — 
our  brother  toilers.  It  would  be  much  better 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  kept  such  phrases 
as  that  for  his  election  speeches.  In  this 
House  we  prefer  to  hear  common  -  sense, 
whether  from  the  occupants  of  the  Govern- 
ment benches  or  from  any  other  members  who 
may  address  the  House.  Ho  tells  us  that  the  ex- 
tremely low  prices  of  produce  gives  Canterbury 
a  claim  upon  the  rest  of  the  colony.  Canterbury 
has  no  doubt  suffered  heavily,  as  has  the  whole 
colony,  but  I  cannot  see  that  Canterbury  is 
entitled  to  any  special  treatment  any  more 
than  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  The  Pre- 
mier told  us  that  there  are  five  million  acres 
on  the  West  Coast  available  for  settlement, 
and  that  some  of  it  in  the  direction  of  Okarito 
consisted  of  large  tracts  of  level  land  very  valu- 
able indeed  for  grazing  purposes,  if  not  for 
agriculture.  I  deny  altogether  that  there  is 
any  extent  of  good  land  in  the  Okarito  district, 
or,  in  fact,  in  any  part  of  Westland :  indeed, 
the  nature  of  the  timber  growing  on  the 
greater  part  of  it  is  sufficient  indication  to 
any  practical  man  that,  taken  as  a  whole, 
settlement  on  the  land  cannot  in  our  day  be 
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a  success.  As  long  as  yre  have  hundreds  o{ 
thousands  of  fertile  acres  in  the  North  Island 
unoccupied,  and  other  large  areas  only  partly 
developed,  the  stream  of  settlement  will  never 
go  in  the  direction  of  Westland.  It  is  quite 
true  that  there  is  some  valuable  timber,  but 
its  area,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission read  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  is  comparatively  limited.  The 
information  is  that  only  about  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  are  available,  and  I  need 
scarcely  point  out  that,  with  the  present  out- 
put, this,  if  not  cut  out,  will  certainly  be  very 
much  reduced.  I  appeal  to  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  been  sent  to  this  House  pledged 
to  a  policy  of  non-borrowing  and  self-reliance 
to  vote  against  this  Bill ;  and,  if  they  are  de- 
termined to  break  their  pledges,  let  them  vote 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Manawatu  Bailway, 
or,  better  still,  for  the  extension  of  the  Main 
Trunk  line  into  the  heart  of  the  Awarua 
Block,  where  the  Government  have  lately  ac- 
quired a  great  deal  of  valuable  land  for  settle- 
ment purposes,  and  they  will  there  find  a  field 
for  expenditure  which  would  be  much  more 
profitable.  X  could  not  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  question,  nor,  in  justice  to  my  constituents, 
do  other  than  oppose  this  Bill  at  every  stage. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  for  more  than  a  few  momen  ts, 
but  it  is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  state  very 
briefly  the  reasons  why  I  differ  entirely  from 
my  honourable  friends  near  me  who  have  spoken, 
and  why  I  support  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
I  shall  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  I  am  at  liberty  to 
vote  on  the  question  or  not,  for  the  reasons  I 
am  about  to  state.  Two  years  ago  I  was  the 
advocate  for  this  company  before  a  Committee 
of  this  House,  and  I  am  not  at  all  clear  whether 
under  the  Standing  Orders,  and  considering  the 
relation  of  the  partnership  of  which  I  am  a 
member  to  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  I 
am  at  liberty  to  deliver  a  vote  on  the  question ; 
but  that  will  not  prevent  me  from  speaking. 
If  this  were  a  proposal  to  give  the  money  of  the 
colony  to  the  company  I  should  for  one  oppose 
the  Bill.  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  so.  The  colony 
has  conceded  to  the  company  —  that  is  the 
endowment  promise— that  its  right  of  selection 
shall  be  the  value  which  appears  by  the  pro- 
portions set  out  in  the  contract  of  1888,  which 
honourable  members  will  find  in  Volume  2 
of  the  Appendices  of  1888.  If  the  railway  be 
completed  by  the  company  the  colony  will 
have  to  give  an  equivalent  of  £618,000.  What 
the  Minister  of  Education  said  was  correct — 
and  probably  the  House  knows  it  perfectly  well 
— that  there  is  no  use  talking  about  the  land 
being  valueless  and  the  company  having  been 
obliged  to  take  valueless  laud.  Six  million 
acres  were  set  aside,  and  the  company  are  en- 
titled to  go  on  selling  and  selling  until  they 
obtain  £618,000.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
the  wording  of  the  contract.  Therefore  the 
colony  has  got  to  find  that  amount;  and 
whether  it  finds  it  now  and  takes  the  land 
or  not  is  as  much  a  matter  of  indifference  as 
the  making  of  the  line  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance. Then,  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
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Education  will  differ  from  me  in  the  teaaon  I 
am  now  about  to  state.    In  my  opinion,  quite 
apart  from  the  question  of  whether  the  colony 
is  being  asked  or  not  to  give  any  concession  to 
the  company  at  present   other  than   the   ex- 
tension of  time,  the  colony  is  indebted  to  ths 
company.      I  am  not  going  over  the  gronnd 
I  took  before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
If  I  were  to  attempt  to  do  that  I  shonld  oe- 
oupy  the  time  of  the  House  very  mach  longer 
than  is  allotted  to  a  member,  and  it  is  noE  at 
all  my  desire  to  enter  into  a  long  discosaioo 
of  the  kind,  but  I  will  take  one  point  alone, 
and  the  main  point  —  what  I  have  conceived 
to   be  the  clear  point  which  the  colony  can 
never    escape    from.      And    on   this    point    I 
shall  differ  entirely  from  the  honourable  gentie- 
man  at  the  head  of  the  Government.     He  con- 
ducted the  case  for  the  Government  before  the 
Committee  in  1892,  and  X  conducted  the  case 
for  the  Midland  Company,  and  we  then  dif- 
fered.     But  the  House  will  understand  this 
point,  which  is  very  dear  and  very  ooncisa: 
In  the  16th  article  of  the  contract  of  I8S8 
the   colony  reserved    to    itself   the   power  to 
reserve   for  mining  purposes  750,000  acres  of 
land,   so   that   the  land  taken  by   the  colony 
for  mining   purposes   should  not  be  open  for 
selection   by  the   company.    The    colony   was 
entitled  to  set  apart  for  itself  this    SLrea  of 
land,    and   free   it  from  the  lien    the    com- 
pany had  on  all  lands  within  the   Bl   aiea. 
Now,  the  provision  of  the  contract  is  this: 
The  lands  so  set  apart  and  proclaimed  from 
time  to  time — and   this  is  the  point   I  want 
honourable  gentlemen  to  consider — the  lands 
so  set  apart  and  proclaimed  from  time  to  time 
are  not   in   the   aggregate   to   exceed   750,000 
acres ;  and  no  more  than  10,000  acres  are  to  be 
so  set  apart  or  proclaimed  in  any  one  block  at 
any  one  time.     What  the  colony  did  was  this : 
It  reserved  the  whole  of  the  Grey  Valley  and 
the  lands  surrounding  it  in  successive   Pro- 
clamations, with   evasive  intervals   of   time, 
and  without  any  break  in   continuity   of  ths 
boundaries.    It  was  said  that  was  within  the 
legal  interpretation  of  the  contract.      Was  it 
within  the  honest  interpretation  of  the  con- 
tract?   In  my  opinion — of  course,  the  House 
will    discount  it    to  its   full   extent  —  in  mr 
opinion  it  was  not  within  the  legal  power  of 
the  colony  to  do  such  a  thing ;  and  it  certainly 
was,  in  my  opinion  —  quite  apart  from  the 
legal  point  —  not  an  honest  interpretation  of 
the  contract.    Understand  me,  I  am  not  ac- 
cusing the  honourable  gentleman ;  the  honour- 
able gentleman   looked  at  it,  no  doubt,  from 
the   point   of  view  of   ths   colony  —  that  ths 
Grey  Valley  and  the  lands  surrounding  it  were 
lands  which  it  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  miners  to  reserve,  and,  inasmuch   as  he 
could  only  reserve  10,000  acres  at  one  time,  he 
proceeded  to  do  it  by  Proclamation  following 
Proclamation,  so  as  to  get  the  whole.     When 
my  honourable  colleague  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  said  he  was  so  confident  of  tba 
result  if  the  colony  were  to  go  to  law,  I  felt  this 
as  the  one  point  of  all  points  to  lay  before  tba 
House,  and  I  say  to  my  honourable  friend  and 
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to  the  Minister  of  Education  the  oolony  will 
find  the  war  a  real  one.  X  believe  the  company 
may  have  been — indeed,  I  believe  it  has  been — 
negligent  in  the  performance  of  its  contract ;  I 
believe  that  the  company  is  open  to  a  consider- 
able amount  of  honest  attack  on  the  ground 
that  it  never  did  provide  the  funds  necessary 
for  the  completion  of  the  line.  I  admit  that, 
from  my  point  of  view — of  course,  I  am  not 
speaking  for  the  company ;  I  do  not  suppose 
the  company  would  admit  that.  I  am  here  to 
speak  as  a  representative  of  the  people  in  this 
House.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  colony,  in 
its  attitude  to  the  company,  has  placed  obstacle 
after  obstacle  In  the  way  of  the  carrying-out 
by  the  company  of  its  work.  And  it  is  a  fact — 
though  the  company  has  no  right  to  complain 
of  legislation  which  followed — it  is  the  truth 
that  the  endowment — the  provision  by  which 
the  company  was  entitled  to  this  large  area  of 
land,  became  bo  worthless  as  to  make  the 
company's  finance  impossible.  Everybody,  of 
oourse,  must  accept  the  chances  of  legislation, 
and  nobody  has  a  right  to  complain  in  a  coun- 
try of  the  result  to  him  of  the  incidence  of 
taxation.  This  has  been  the  result,  and  the 
company  has  no  right  to  complain  so  far  as  the 
incidence  of  taxation  has  interfered  with  the 
finance  of  the  company.  But  to  go  back  to 
the  point.  As  I  have  told  the  House,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  enter  into  matters  which 
members  will  find  discussed  at  length  if  they 
take  the  trouble  to  read  the  address  I  delivered 
to  the  Committee  in  1892.  But  this  point 
which  I  have  stated  must  commend  itself 
to  the  mind  of  every  colonist  as  forming  so 
grave  a  question  for  compromise  that  the  mere 
extension  of  time  proposed  is  one  which  may 
well  be  given  in  order  to  settle  such  a  question 
as  this.  As  I  have  said,  were  the  proposal  one  to 
give  the  company  more  than  it  is  entitled  to,  I 
for  one  would  oppose  it.  But  this  I  will  say, 
in  conclusion :  The  gift  by  the  company  of  the 
land— the  proposal  to  transfer  to  the  company 
£618,000  —  is  a  surrender  by  the  company  of 
the  profit  which  the  company  would  have  had 
if  left  to  sell  the  land.  There  is  a  possibility, 
according  to  my  ideik — there  was  a  probability 
to  the  company  —  that  the  company  would 
not  only  get  this  £618,000,  but  the  increasing 
value  of  the  land  by  reason  of  the  railway 
mnnicg  through  it,  which  would  give  to  it 
in  land  a  value  of  a  million,  as  representing 
the  £618,000,  which  was  the  Bl  value.  The 
oolony  gets  that,  if  it  be  anything.  If  it  be 
nothing,  then  I  say  the  colony  misled  the 
people  in  England.  I  have  heard  speeches  re- 
ferred to  by  my  honourable  friend  which  show 
that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  There 
have  been  speeches,  on  the  other  hand,  which 
are  indicative  of  an  entirely  contrary  view. 
.  Q  But  this  is  certain  :  that  if  we  knew — 
'  '  and  we  knew  this  as  well  as  we  know 
it  now — that  this  was  worthless  land,  useless 
country,  which  we  were  ofiering  to  these  capi- 
talists as  an  inducement  to  huild  this  rail- 
way for  us,  we  did  a  dishonest  and  disgraceful 
thing ;  and  the  sooner  we  remedy  ib  the  better. 
[  wul  not  be  one  to  admit  that  the  Colony  of 
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New  Zealand  made  a  base  and  false  representa- 
tion to  the  London  market  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  capitalists  to  bring  tlieir  money  here 
where  it  might  become  the  prey  of  the  oolony. 
I  believe  this  to  be  a  surrender  by  the  com- 
pany of  a  very  great  deal ;  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  offer  by  the  colony  of  nothing  but  an  ex- 
tension of  time ;  and  I  believe,  if  rejected, 
the  result  to  the  colony  as  a  whole  will  not 
be  creditable  to  it.  The  result  may  possibly 
be  financial  loss,  and  on  those  grounds,  and 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  right,  and  though 
the  papular  thing  is  to  oppose  it,  I  shall,  if  per- 
mitted, give  my  vote  in  favour  of  the  measure 
introduced  by  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  —  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  made  a  speech,  and  really  I 
wondered  which  way  he  was  going  to  vote.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that  he  is  going  to  vote 
in  one  direction.  I  intend  to  oppose  this  mea- 
sure, and  I  do  so  because  from  the  very  first 
I  recognised  that  the  work  was  never  likely  to 
be  carried  out,  and  I  have  from  the  first  op- 
posed this  undertaking.  I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  at  any  length ; 
I  should  like  to  say,  however,  regarding  the 
last  statement  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),— that,  if  we 
knew  the  country  to  be  mountainous  and 
glacierly  we  had  no  right  to  induce  capitalists 
to  put  their  money  into  it, — that  we  knew 
nothing  of  the  sort.  The  company  had  ample 
opportunities.  They  sent  their  representative 
here,  and  he  examined  the  country,  and  went 
Home  and  reported  to  his  people.  He  was 
so  absolutely  satisfied  that  he  reported  on 
reaching  Home  that  the  land  was  quite  good. 
So  there  is  no  use  in  staling  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  that  the  colony  was  deceiving 
the  Home  investors.  I  believe  that  we  are 
simply  committing  the  colony  to  a  liability 
of  £618,000.  I  heard  the  opinion  stated  by  the 
Minister  of  Education,  and  which  was  sup- 
ported by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Bell),  that  we  were  liable  for 
either  cash  or  land  to  the  extent  of  £618,000 ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  is  a  correct  view  at 
all.  I  believe  the  company  are  entitled  to 
select  land  out  of  the  prescribed  area,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  call  upon  the  country  if  they 
are  not  satisfied  after  they  exhaust  the  whole 
of  that  area.  The  whole  of  it  may  not  be 
worth  £618,000,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
are  entitled  to  fall  back  upon  the  colony  for 
cash  for  the  balance. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  gathered  that  most 
distinctly  from  the  Minister  of  Education — 
that  we  had  to  give  them  either  land  or  cash, 
I  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Bell)  also  say  "  Hear,  hear "  to  that 
statement,  and  I  am  quite  sure  those  two 
honourable  members  agree  that  the  company 
are  entitled  to  land,  and,  if  any  deficiency 
occurs,  then  to  cash. 

Mr.  }3ELL. — Land  up  to  six  million  acres. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — And  if  these  six 
million  acres  did  not  yield  £818,000,  then  th» 
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company  is  entitled  to  cash  to  make  up  the 
balance. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  did  not  understand  the  Minis- 
ter to  say  that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — What  the  Minister 
said  vras  quite  distinct  on  that  point,  and  I 
am  amazed  to  think  that  any  member  o{  this 
House  should  have  indorsed  the  statement.  I 
do  not  think  the  colony  is  liable  for  anything 
of  the  kind  but  the  six  million  acres,  and 
I  say,  in  reference  to  this  measure,  that  we 
are  not  justified  in  putting  a  responsibility  of 
this  sort  on  the  shoulders  of  the  colony.  The 
difference  between  guaranteeing  the  £618,000 
and  giving  land  is  that  interest  begins  from 
date,  whereas  no  interest  is  accumulating  in 
respect  of  a  land-grant.  A  number  of  us  have 
consistently  opposed  the  work ;  and,  if  we  agree 
to  give  this  £618,000  in  cash,  then  we  are 
favouring  Canterbury  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  and  if  the  country 
is  going  in  for  the  construction  of  these  public 
works,  then  you  have  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line,  which  is  as  much  entitled  to  con- 
sideration as  the  West  Coast  line  in  Canter- 
bury ;  and  there  is  the  Otago  Central  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position,  the  Oore-Kelso,  the 
Heriot  Extension,  the  Catlin's  Bivei,  and  other 
lines  in  the  South  Island.  For  this  reason  I 
beg  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  do  not  intend  to  say  much  on 
this  matter,  but  I  should  like  to  say  that  all  the 
members  who  have  spoken  on  the  Bill  have  put 
forward  the  strongest  grounds  why  they  say  it 
is  correct  to  oppose  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  As  far  as  I  understand  the  Bill,  it 
sets  out  that  the  colony  is  to  hand  over  to 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  the  sum  of 
£618,000.  Now,  we  have  heard  during  this 
session  honourable  members,  especially  those 
from  Christchurch,  urging  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  tariff  rates,  and  all  sorts  of 
arguments  have  been  advanced  in  favour  of 
trying  to  decrease  the  indebtedness  of  the 
colony  ;  but  at  the  present  time  every  member 
can  see,  and  even  those  who  have  raised 
arms  against  the  colony  being  put  to  extra 
debt — those  honourable  Inembers  now  are  open 
to  vote  for  the  sum  of  £618,000  to  increase 
the  debt  of  the  colony.  It  seems  to  me  very 
amusing  that,  although  members  stand  up 
coolly  in  this  House,  and  express  to  it  a  desire 
to  relieve  the  poorer  classes  in  the  colony  from 
the  burdens  they  are  now  suffering  under,  at 
the  same  time  they  wish  to  oast  on  the  colony 
a  matter  which  they  believe  to  be  beneficial  to 
themselves  alone,  and  not  to  the  colony  as  a 
whole.  They  intend  to  vote  for  such  a  measure 
as  this,  which  everyone  can  quite  clearly  see 
tends  to  nothing  else  but  to  increase  the  debt  of 
the  colony.  The  poorer  classes  of  this  country 
are  beginning  to  ask  whether  it  is  advisable 
to  believe  the  actions  and  statements  of  the 
Government  on  the  hustings  or  not.  It  is  quite 
apparent  in  all  the  different  parts  of  the  colony 
at  the  present  time  that  the  working- classes 
are  rising  to  the  occasion,  and  that  they  see 
that  all  the  promises  made  before  them  by  the 
Liberal  members  of  the  present  Government  go 
Mr.  T.  ilackemsie 


for  nothing  at  all.    They  begin  to  see  that  their 
actions  in  this  House  are  the  reverse  of  what 
they  stated  before  the  electors.     I  refer  to  sonu 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  in  reference  to  the  Premier. 
When  in  Nelson,  before  the  last  general  elec- 
tion, it  appears  the  Premier  told   the  people 
there  that  he  intended  to  make  the  oompany 
carry  out  the  whole  contract ;  and  now,  in  hu 
place,  after  he  comes  into  this  House,  he  intro- 
duces a  measure  which  is  entirely  inconslBteDt 
with  all  the  statements  made  before  the  conn- 
try  and  the  policy  which  was  laid  down  by 
the  late  John  Ballance.     It  has  been  stated 
by  the  present  Premier  that  the  Government 
do  not  intend  to  borrow;  but  this  policy  is 
almost  oast  aside ;  and  why  it  has  been  cast 
aside  I  do  not  know.    I  can  only  surmise,  and 
every  member  of  the  House  can  surmise,  that 
the  only  reason  is  that  the  Government  have      j 
appropriated    all   the   moneys    that    were    sec      i 
apart  to  release  the  colony  from  its  indebted- 
ness, and  to  carry  out  works  that  were  quits 
unnecessary  in  many  respects.    I  will  refer  to      ; 
the  purche^  of  Native  lands.    The  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  as  I  have   always   stated  in 
this  House,  is   not  necessary  at  the   present 
time.     What  is  really  necessary  is  as  stated  by 
honourable  members  hailing  from  Ganterbuiy 
and   others  —  that    is   to    say,   that    the'  Colo. 
nial  Treasurer  should  decrease  the  debt  of  the 
colony.   That  is  the  step  to  take,  and  to  do  this 
we  should  cease  purchasing  more  Native  land 
at  the  present  time,  and  bnng  about  a  system 
upon  which  the  land  held  by  the  Crown  now, 
and  those  lands  which  the  Crown  has  bought 
from  the  Natives  during  the    last   few  yean, 
should  be  settled.    The  Crown  lands  at  present 
lying  idle  amount  to  something  like  ten  mil- 
lion acres;  the  first-class  land — land  suitable 
for   agricultural   purposes  —  amounts  to   two 
million  acres,  and  eight  are  fit  for  pastoral  par- 
poses.    It  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  and  to  the  poorer  classes, 
to  get  this  land  settled.    I  have  also  stated  that 
the  best  policy  that  the  present  Government, 
or  any  other  Government,  could   pursue  was 
not  to  purcha.se  Native   lands,  but  to   lease 
them  from  the  Natives,  and  if  such  a  policy  is 
introduced  by  the   Government  it  will  relieve 
the  State  of  having  to  constantly  pay  interest 
on  the  money  borrowed  from  England,  and  it 
would  dispose  of  a  great  deal  of  the  interest 
accruing  from  the  moneys  borrowed  in  former 
years.    It  is  apparent  that  there  is  no  desin 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  at  the  present 
time  to  decrease  the  debt  of  the  colony.     It  is 
their  desire,  apparently,  at  the  present  time  to 
increase  that  debt ;  and  then  they  ooolly  tetl 
the  electors  who    sent   them   here  that   they 
desire  to  decrease  the  debt.     This  is  quite  a 
reversal  of  the  action  that  they  said  they  would 
take,  and  of  the  policy  which  sent  them  to  this 
House.    I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  further 
than  this:  I  quite  sympathize  with  all  than 
persons  who  have  undertaken  to  construct  this 
railway   from   the    west   coast  of    the    Sontt 
Island,  and  who  have  placed  confidence  in  the 
I  whole  matter,  with  a  view  to  recouping  them- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]  Midland  Bailway  [HOUSE.] 


Contract  Bill. 


835 


selves  and  making  a,  fair  amount  of  profit  from 
the  concern  when  the  undertaking  was  taken 
over  by  them.  At  the  same  time,  we  ought 
to  see  that  the  promoters  or  agents  of  that 
company,  who  have  negotiated  the  contract 
Trith  the  Qovemment,  must  have  known  that 
circumstances  would  arise  when  a  change 
of  taxation  in  the  colony  would  take  place, 
&nd  that  all  its  property  and  lands  would 
be  liable  to  the  changes  of  taxation.  I  wish 
to  say,  if  the  Premier  can  only  assure  this 
Souse  that  they  intend  to  hand  back  all  the 
land   which  they  do  not  wish  to  use   at  the 

firesent  time  to  the  Government,  and  not  ask 
or  the  debentures,  which  amount  to  £618,000, 
then  I  can  see  my  way  quite  clear  to  support 
that  intention.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say 
that  every  borrowing  measure  that  has  been 
introdaced  into  the  House  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment I  have  opposed.  This  is  another 
horrowing  measure,  involving  the  amount  of 
£618,000,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  con- 
sistent for  me  to  vote  for  this  sum  to  be  saddled 
on  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— What  about  the  six 
million  acres  of  land  we  are  getting? 

Mr.  HEKE. — In  reference  to  the  six  million 
acres  of  land,  if  it  is  good  land,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mawhera  says — I  know  the 
honoarable  member  for  the  Grey  rather  prefers 
to  be  called  by  that  Maori  name,  "  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mawhera" — if  there  is  any 
prospect  at  all  of  a  beneficial  result  arising 
&om  that  large  area  of  land,  it  will  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  company  to  hold  on  to  that 
area,  and  to  try  to  do  the  best  they  can  to 
settle  it  themselves.  Therefore  the  interjec- 
tion made  by  the  honourable  member  for  5la- 
whera  goes  for  nothing  at  all,  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  AIlLEN. — I  should  like  to  say,  Sir,  that 
I  have  devoted  a  little  time  to  this  question, 
and  I  always  take  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
on  this  important  question  when  it  comes  before 
this  House.  The  whole  history  of  this  affair  is 
a  very  unfortunate  one  for  the  colony,  and  I  am 
afraid,  if  this  Bill  is  carried,  the  unfortunate 
history  will  continue  in  the  future.  Ever  since 
the  railway  was  started,  ever  since  this  House 
was  asked  for  the  first  time  to  take  on  its  own 
shoulders  a  burden  that  would  be  very  serious, 
and  a  hard  one  to  bear,  up  to  the  present  time, 
the  whole  history  has  been  a  very  unfortunate 
one.  It  is  quite  true  that  in  1887  it  was  neces- 
sary that  some  alteration  should  be  made  by 
the  colony  in  the  contract,  but  I  am  not  at  all 
certain  now  that  it  was  wise  even  to  make  that 
alteration.  At  any  rate,  there  was  an  altera- 
tion made,  but  out  of  that  alteration  there  was 
some  good  accruing  to  both  sides.  The  colony 
secured  the  right  to  take  a  certain  amount  of 
land  — some  700,000  acres — for  mining  pur- 
poses, and  the  colony  gave  up  the  right  to  the 
alternate  blocks.  That  was  a  fair  compromise. 
Alterations,  it  is  true,  have  been  made  since 
that  time.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  has  pointed  out  that 
the  alterations  that  have  been  made,  or,  at  any 
rate,  the  dealings  as  regards  the  alterations, 
have  been  certainly  in  favour  of  the  company 


and  not  of  the  colony.  The  company  secured 
on  every  occasion  more  than  they  gave,  and 
therefore  the  company  have  no  reason  to 
complain.  But  the  Premier,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  this  afternoon,  laid 
great  stress,  it  seemed  to  me,  upon  one  point 
only,  and  that  was  that  it  was  necessary  the 
colony  should  give  an  extension  of  time  to  the 
company  to  complete  the  contract.  Now, 
why  did  he  take  so  much  interest  in  such 
a  point  as  that?  If  that  is  the  only  argu- 
ment he  had  to  give — namely,  that  we  should 
give  the  company  an  extension  of  time  before 
breaking  the  existing  contract — surely  that  is 
a  very  weak  argument  why  we  should  support 
this  Bill.  There  was  no  threat  from  the  Pre- 
mier of  possible  litigation.  That  threat  has 
been  thrown  out  from  time  to  time  by  several 
honourable  members,  but  I  do  not  consider  it 
serious.  It  may  be  or  it  may  not  be  serious, 
but  I  want  to  point  out  this :  that  the  Prepier 
this  afternoon  made  no  use  of  this  threat,  be- 
cause, I  believe,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
much  in  it.  He  has  before  told  the  House,  last 
year,  that,  so  far  as  the  threat  of  litigation  was 
concerned,  he  had  no  fear  of  it  whatever;  and  I 
suppose  he  is  of  the  same  opinion  still.  The 
Premier,  having  no  fear  of  litigation,  has,  of 
course,  not  ventured  to  tell  the  House  that 
there  is  any  fear  of  litigation  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  I  said  was  that  I  did 
not  fear  the  result  of  litigation. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— That  is  what  I  mean.  Then, 
I  say  that  the  Premier,  having  stated  that  be 
had  no  fear  of  the  result  of  litigation,  comes 
down  this  afternoon  and  tells  us  that  the  only 
concession  that  should  be  made  to  the  com- 
pany is  an  extension  of  time.  If  that  is  so, 
why  does  he  come  down  to  the  House  with  a 
Bill  which  alters  the  whole  aspect  of  the  con- 
tract, and  alters  it  in  a  very  serious  way  to  the 
colony  ? — because  he  has  opened  up  a  very  large 
question  indeed,  which  affects  not  only  the 
West  Coast,  Nelson,  and  Canterbury,  but  also 
the  whole  colony.  If  the  colony  is  to  borrow 
money  for  the  opening-up  of  railway-lines, 
then  let  us  have  a  general  policy  to  complete 
all  the  lines  that  require  to  be  completed. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Would  you  support  it? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — That  is  another  question  alto- 
gether ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be  done,  what  I  say  is 
that,  in  all  fairness,  it  ought  to  be  done  as 
much  for  the  Otago  Central  Railway,  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway,  and  various  other  lines 
that  might  be  put  in  the  same  category.  It  is 
not  fair  to  come  down  to  the  House  and  ask 
them  to  break  a  contract — for  that  is  what  it  is 
— or  that  the  colony  should  be  asked  to  bor- 
row £618,000  in  order  to  enable  the  company 
to  construct  a  railway  for  their  own  benefit. 
What  do  we  get  by  it?  We  get  the  right  over 
five  million  acres  of  land,  and  if  the  contract 
is  allowed  to  run  its  course  this  five  million 
acres  of  land  will,  in  a  short  time,  come  to 
us.  As  I  said  before,  the  Premier  states  that 
there  is  no  fear  of  litigation.  Then,  why  does 
he  not  allow  the  contract  to  run  out?  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  the  five  million  acres 
will  be  locked  up  after  the  expiry  of  the  time 
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for  the  completion  of  tho*contraet?  I  say  we 
should  compel  the  company  to  fulfil  their  con- 
tract, or,  if  they  cannot  complete  their  contract, 
other  negotiations  would  have  to  take  place 
with  regard  to  the  land  now  locked  up.  Then, 
I  say,  if  there  is  no  fear  of  the  result  of  litiga- 
tion, the  contract  should  be  allowed  to  run 
its  due  course.  If  the  contract  is  not  ful- 
filled, then  the  company  should  be  left  to  bear 
the  evil  results,  whatever  they  may  be.  If 
we  have  fulfilled  our  part  of  the  contract, 
why  should  we  be  asked  now  to  make  a  serious 
alteration  in  the  policy  we  have  adopted  in 
regard  to  this  railway,  and  give  money  Instead 
of  land,  especially  when  other  railways  are 
languishing  for  want  of  funds  themselves? 
Kow,  there  is  another  point  which  has  been 
touched  upon  by  other  honourable  members, 
and  it  is  a  point  of  some  importance.  The 
company  entered  into  a  contract  to  complete 
the  line  not  only  from  the  eshst  to  the  west 
coast,  but  also  from  the  Nelson  end;  and  the 
Premier,  in  speaking  on  one  point  of  the  line — 
the  Belgrove-NeUon  Section — made  use  of  re- 
marks of  this  kind  last  year :  that  it  would  be 
a  breach  of  faith  to  allow  this  piece  of  line  to 
remain  unconstructed.  Now,  if  it  was  a  breach 
of  faith  in  1893,  how  is  it  that  the  Premier 
comes  down  to  the  House  and  says,  "  The  best 
policy  I  can  put  before  you  is  this :  for  the 
abandonment  of  the  construction  of  the  Nel- 
gon-Belgrove  Section ;  and  what  was  a  breach 
of  faith  in  1893  is  now,  in  1894,  the  best  policy 
to  pursue"?  I  think  the  company  ought  to  be 
held  to  the  construction  of  that  part,  and  also 
to  the  completion  of  the  contract.  They  en- 
tered into  a  bargain  with  the  colony,  and  I  say 
that  bargain  ought  to  be  kept,  and  if  they  are 
not  going  to  complete  it  they  ought  to  be  the 
sufferers,  and  not  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  proposal  that  is  to  be 
made,  we  are  told  that  a  certain  amount  of 
money  is  to  be  given  in  yearly  instalments,  for 
the  first  two  years  at  all  events,  to  this  com- 
pany, in  lieu  of  land-grants.  I  would  point 
out  that  this  is  different  from  the  proposal  of 
last  year,  which  was  that  the  money  was  to 
be  given  in  lieu  of  land-grants — that  is,  that 
the  company  was  to  construct  the  line  partly 
out  of  the  money  that  was  placed  in  their 
hands  by  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  and 
that  they  would  give  up  their  land -grants — 
that  is,  that  the  money  to  be  used  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  should  be  £618,000.  The 
land-grant  was  in  a  similar  position.  The  land 
was  sold,  and  we  may  presume — I  think  rightly 
— that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  placed  to 
the  capital  account  of  the  railway.  Now  the 
proposal  is,  it  seems  to  me,  a  very  different  one. 
The  debentures  that  are  now  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  company  are  not  to  go  to 
capital  account,  but  are  to  be  used  as  a  means 
of  providing  interest  to  those  who  supply  a 
million  of  money  for  the  construction  of  the 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  different  position  from 
that  which  we  took  tip  last  year.  We  are 
not  going  to  find  the  money  to  assist  capi- 
tal account,  but  to  pay  interest  on  the  money 
Mr.  Allen 


that  is  lent,  for  I  do  not  know  how  ■aamf 
yeofs.     And  what  security  have  we  tliat  tkt- 
necessary  money  will  be  raised  and  atOised  m, 
it  ought  to  be  ?     It  is  true  the  money  has  to  !• 
spent  before  they  get  our  debentates,  but 
security  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a  soSoot 
one,  and  it  would  be  a  much  more  eatisfW' 
tory  process  if  our  money  were  used  in  the  c 
Btruction  of  the  line  rather  than  to  pajintci 
on  the  cost  of  constmction.     They  onght  ti 
find  interest  themselves.    Now,  I  think  it ' 
a   very   unfair  thing  that  the  colony 
be  asked   not   only   to   break  a  contract 
this  kind,   but  to  break   it  to  the  detrinirt 
of  New   Zealand,  because  it  is  to  the  det^ 
ment  of  the  colony  that  the  line  sbooU  ■ 
be  completed  by  the  oontractois,  and  tbat ' 
should  be  asked  to  bear  the  whole  batden 
the  interest  of  the  £618,000  for  I  do  not  ka 
how  many  years.     So  soon  as  they  get  ttl 
debentures  we  have  to  pay  interest ;  and  «i 
do  we  get  in  return  ?    The  hononrabls 
man  says  we  get  the  land.    But  in  the 
nary  process  of  time  we  shall  get  the  laai 
the   company  finds   that   it  cannot  fnlfil  ( 
conditions  of  its  contract.    How  can  the  I! 
mier  come   down  to   us  with  this  Bill  ^ 
so  flimsy  a  statement  as  that  which  he  ■■ 
to-day  ?    Willingly  would  the  House  gnnt, 
doubt,  an  extension  of  time  if  that  ii  aQ  tf 
is  necessary,  but  the  House  cannot  be 
willingly  grant  the  abandonment  of  the 
ciple  of  land-grants  and  the  payment  d 
instead.   Those  a^ e  really,  bo  far  as  I  can  }i 
all  the  sound  reasons^ — and  they  are  my 
honourable  members  will  admit  —  whicli 
Premier  adduced  this  forenoon  in  moving 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.    It  is  quite  i 
that  he    did    adduce  some  minor  reasans, 
rather,   adduced  some  reasons  which  did 
directly  affect  the  particular  matter  befai* 
but  were  in  favour  of  the  constmetian  U 
line.     I  say  that  arguments  in  faToor  of 
construction  of  the  line,  on  the  conttaiy,  i 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  pcesait ; 
tion.     We  entered  into  a  contract  with  * 
tain  company.    It  is  true  that  that 
has  been  amended,  but  it  is  also  true,  M 
been  pointed  out  by  the  hononiable  moi 
for   Wellington   City  (Sir  K.   Stout),  Oi^ 
far   as   the   amendments    are   conewned, 
company  have  got  the  better  of   the 
Yet  we  are  now  asked  to  abandon  all  (tat 
been  done  in  the  past  and  allow  these  p« 
not  to  carry  out  their  contract.    We  an« 
to  put  our  hand  in  our  pocket  and  entas 
£(>18,000  in  solid  hard  cash  to   enable 
people  to  complete  their  work.    They 
complete  their  bargain  on  the  terms  o*  ri 
they  entered  into  it.    They  should  hsne^ 
into  it,  if  they  were  wise  men,  knowii^  1 
they  were  doing.    If  they  did  not  know  i 
they  were  doing,  surely  the  colony  is  vt 
blame,  and   they  ought   to   carry  oot-M 
hope  the  colony  will  see  that  this  is  daw* 
contract,  and  nothing  but  the  oontraet,M 
there  can  be  a  reasonable  oompromiie  iB 
at  on  both  sides.     The  compromise  we  Mil 
asked  for  is  no  compromise :  it  is  an  enlin 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m.]         Midland  BaUway  [HOUSE.] 


Contract  Bill. 


837 


Oder  of  the  colony's  position.  It  is  an  entiie 
tiog-up  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  line 
II  to  be  built ;  and,  further  than  that,  it 
(am  the  abandoning  of  all  the  other  railway- 
Ks  in  the  colony :  at  least,  so  it  seems  to 
•,  I{  the  colony  is  to  borrow  money — and 
ds  is  neither  more  nor  leas  than  borrowing 
eoey— for  the  construction  of  railway-lines 
diould  do  so  on  some  definite  and  approved 
ineiple.  The  Premier  told  us,  in  moving  the 
Mod  reading,  that  the  tourist  traffic  and  the 
loeral  traffic  were  sufficient  to  justify  the 
Bitruction  of  the  line. 
Kr.  SEDDON.— The  timber, 
lb.  ALLEN. — Yes,  and  the  timber;  and  I 
B  deal  with  that  first,  as  the  honourable 
ktleman  has  mentioned  it.  The  timber  is 
My,  after  all,  a  very  ephemeral  product.  It 
I  not  be  very  many  years  before  the  timber 
IfaaTe  disappeared, 
fc.  GUINNESS.— Certainly  not. 
p.  ALLEN. — Let  the  honourable  gentle- 
■  consider  for  a  moment.  How  long,  after 
[will  the  timber  remain  there  ?  How  long 
I  it  remain,  for  instance,  on  the  West  Coast, 
|k  the  railway,  if  the  railway  is  constructed  ? 
k  timber,  I  think,  can  be  put  out  of  the  ques- 
p  altogether,  for  two  reasons — first  of  all, 
tHse  the  timber  cannot  last  for  a  very  long 
M;  and,  secondly,  for  this  reason:  that 
Iker  can  be  conveyed  just  as  well  and  as 
ll^y  by  sea  as  it  can  be  by  land.  And  this 
Ittient  has  just  as  much  force  with  regard 
Uoerals  as  to  timber.  I  say  that  coal  can 
mnveyed  from  the  West  Coast  by  sea  as 
Kily  as  by  rail,  and  in  all  probability  it 
tbe  carried  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  because 
i  maintenance  -  cost  of  this  railway,  con- 
iring  the  rough  country  it  goes  over,  and 
climatic  influences  which  will  disturb  it, 
It  be  very,  very  large.  It  certainly  will  re- 
\  in  this :  that,  as  far  as  cost  is  concerned, 
'Sonveyance  will,  I  believe,  cost  more  along 
:|ailway-Iine  than  by  sea.  And  even  if  it 
k  a  little  bit  cheaper,  surely  that  is  not  a 
kient  argument  for  the  colony  to  put  its 
A  in  its  pocket  and  go  in  for  a  loan  for  the 
|ose  of  constructing  this  line.  If  it  be  an 
IDent  that  this  line  must  be  constructed 
of  the  colony's  borrowed  money  because  it 
Id  convey  minerals  across  the  Island,  surely 
»  is  a  very  strong  argument  in  favour  of 
iaonstraction  of  many  other  lines  through- 
'  the  colony  —  lines  that  are  to  be  cou- 
nted not  for  the  conveyance  of  minerals, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  placing  the  colony's 
li  upon  the  colony's  land.  That  is  a  far 
■ger  argument  than  can  possibly  be  used  in 
tar  of  the  conveyance  of  coal, 
t.  O'REGAN.— That  applies  to  the  West 
It  also. 

t  ALLEN. — "That  applies  to  the  West 
It "  I  Tbe  honourable  member  knows  that  if 
Vest  Coast  were  deprived  of  its  coal  and 
itte  population  there  would  very  rapidly 
nse:  in  fact,  I  am  told  that  the  popula- 
there  is  decreasing  now.  What  would  it 
I  these  two  products  were  taken  away  alto- 
•r,  and  if  the  district  bad  to  depend  upon 


ordinary  settlement?  What  would  be  the 
position  of  the  West  Coast  under  those  cir- 
cumstances ?  I  say  there  is  nothing  to  justify 
the  borrowing  of  money  by  the  colony  to  com- 
plete this  line.  There  is  nothing  to  justify  it, 
if  the  argument  of  settlement  is  to  be  used. 
Let  us  compare  that  line  with  others.  For 
instance,  compare  it  with  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line,  or  even  the  Otago  Central.  I 
say,  as  regards  the  question  of  settlement,  there 
can  be  no  argument  about  it  whatever.  The 
North  Island  Trunk  line  will  go  through  land 
which  will  hold  a  large  population,  and  the 
Otago  Central  line  will  also  go  through  country 
which  will  hold  a  considerable  population.  In 
those  cases  you  would  have  permanent  and 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  land,  settlement 
which  will  not  be  ephemeral,  but  which  would 
become  of  more  and  more  value  to  the  colony 
as  years  go  on.  What  are  the  conditions  with 
regard  to  this  line  ?  It  depends,  as  I  say, 
not  on  settlement,  but  upon  the  production  of 
and  traffic  in  minerals.  But,  as  I  pointed  out, 
that  traffic  can  be  as  well  conducted  by  sea  as 
by  rail.  There  is  nothing  to  justify  us  in  bor- 
rowing money  for  the  completion  of  this  line 
while  other  lines  are  not  completed  the  com- 
pletion of  which  would  really  assist  in  the 
permanent  settlement  of  the  colony.  The 
Premier  said  that  all  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  tbe  construction  of  this  line  were  just  as 
good  now  as  they  ever  were.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  accept  that.  If  it  be  true  that  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  construction  of  this  line 
are  as  good  now  as  they  ever  were,  why  does 
the  company  come  and  ask  us  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  contract  ?  If  the  conditions  are 
the  same,  why  are  we  asked  to  put  our  hands 
in  our  pockets  and  give  the  company  so  much 
hard  cash  ?  Then,  with  regard  to  the  company, 
surely  it  has  been  in  a  very  curious  position 
from  the  first.  I  do  not  know  how  they  entered 
into  the  contract  in  the  first  instance,  but 
surely  if  they  were  wise — and  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed they  were — they  must  have  entered  into 
the  first  contract  having  at  least  taken  some 
precautions  before  they  did  so,  and  knowing 
where  they  could  get  the  money  to  carry  out 
the  work.  Did  they  do  that?  I  cannot  say 
whether  they  did  so  or  not :  but,  leaving  that 
out  of  the  question  altogether,  and  coming 
down  to  last  year,  a  proposal  was  then  made 
for  an  alteration  in  the  contract.  We  had  a 
statement  from  the  Premier  of  the  colony  at 
the  time  that  at  that  time  the  company  was  in 
a  position  to  raise  the  whole  of  the  money  to 
complete  the  line,  and  I  presume  he  meant  by 
that  the  completion  of  the  line  not  only  from 
the  east  to  the  west  coast,  but  also  from  Nel- 
son to  Belgrove.  The  Premier  now  admits,  in 
his  own  statement,  that  even  under  the  new 
proposals  the  company  can  only  raise  sufficient 
money  to  complete  the  railway  from  the  east 
P»  to  the  west  coast.  The  honourable 
gentleman  abandons  altogether  Nel- 
son and  the  other  portion  of  Westland.  Sir,  I 
do  think  that  the  position  tbe  Premier  has 
taken  up  to-day  must  be  to  him  a  very  unplea- 
sant one.     Ha  and  others  who  at  the  tima 
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lepresented  Canterbury  and  the  West  Coast 
were  the  very  members  who  forced  this  railway 
upon  the  colonv. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — The  Premier  was  one  of  the 
strongest  supporters  then,  but  in  1893  he  said 
that  one  of  the  things  in  his  political  existence 
which  he  most  regretted  was  the  action  he  took 
with  regsird  to  this  land.  He  said,  "I  am 
sorry  I  entered  into  a  contract  which  would 
give  away  over  six  million  acres  of  land,  and 
which  would  not  be  settled." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  remember  his  words  quite 
well,  and  they  are  also  recorded  in  Hansard, 
and  I  can  easily  find  them.  I  say  the  mem- 
bers from  Canterbury,  Nelson,  and  Westland 
have  nobody  to  blame  for  this  contract  but 
themselves.  In  spite  of  the  House  and  the 
verdict  of  the  country,  they  forced  this  Railway 
Bill  through,  and  I  say  we  are  suffering  now 
for  what  they  did  at  that  time.  They  them- 
selves are  to  blame,  and  not  the  rest  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  see  what  justification  they 
have  for  coming  to  the  House  now  as  another 
solid  band,  but  as  a  portion  only  of  the  original 
band,  which  now  has  sacrificed  the  people  of 
Nelson.  I  cannot  see  what  justification  the 
rest  of  the  band  have  for  saying  this :  "  We 
want  the  colony  to  take  further  liabilities  upon 
its  shoulders  with  regard  to  this  railway." 
And  what  will  be  the  result  in  future  if  we  do 
not  take  a  firm  stand  and  say,  "  We  have  con- 
ceded all  that  we  intend  to  concede  "  ?  The 
result  will  be  this :  If  the  line  does  not  pay,  do 
you  mean  to  tell  me  that  a  further  effort  will 
not  be  made  in  this  House  to  put  still  further 
liabilities  on  the  shoulders  of  the  colony? 
What  will  be  the  position  then?  That  the 
colony  will  renewjthe  large  area  of  land ;  the 
colony  will  have  given  £618,000  in  solid  cash, 
and  then,  if  it  is  a  non-paying  line,  it  will  be 
forced  upon  the  colony  by  the  solid  vote  of  the 
members  from  Canterbury  and  Westland  ;  and 
so  a  further  serious  burden  will  be  placed  upon 
the  colony's  shoulders.  I  think  the  position 
taken  up  is  unreasonable  and  unfair,  and  I 
hope  members  of  the  House  will  justify  the 
opinion  of  the  electors  of  the  country  and  will 
take  this  stand,  and  say,  "  We  have  entered 
into  a  bargain  which  we  are  prepared  to  carry 
out,  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  go  beyond  that ; 
and,  if  the  company  has  got  into  difficulties, 
it  is  through  their  own  fault  and  not  ours,  and 
the  company  must  bear  the  responsibility." 

Mr.  BUTTON.  —  It  would  be  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  me  if  1  could  only  see  my  way  to 
support  the  Bill  before  the  House.  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  approach  this  question  with  the 
feelings  of  a  juryman,  endeavouring  to  listen 
to  the  arguments  so  that  I  might  come  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion ;  but  I  cannot  shake 
off  altogether  the  feelings  of  sympathy  which 
I  entertain  towards  the  West  Coast  and  Can- 
terbury, feelings  which  were  engendered  by  a 
long  residence  amidst  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
the  West  Coast,  and  amidst  the  genial  and 
kindly  people  both  of  the  West  Coast  and  Can- 
terbury. But,  Sir,  I  have  taJien  a  very  great 
Mr.  Allen 


interest  in  this  question  since  many  yeazs  ago, 
when  there  was  no  immediate  hope  of  the 
railway  being  constructed,  when  it  seemed  to 
be  quite  in  the  future — this  was  before  1S80, — 
at  the  time  when  the  people  on  the  West  Ckiast, 
and  all  in  that  neighbourhood,  earnestly  de- 
sired to  have  communication  with  Canterbury. 
It  was  not.  Sir,  a  railway  to  be  constructed 
on  lines  such  as  we  have  in  the  present  con- 
tract. It  was  not  supposed  that  a  private 
company  would  undertake  so  great  a  work. 
It  was  supposed  to  be  a  national  work,  and 
so  hod  the  sympathy  of  all  those  who  knew 
the  importance  of  the  matter.  But,  neverthe-  : 
less,  the  question  now  before  the  House  may  ' 
be  considered  a  question  of  the  Midland  Rail-  I 
way  Company  against  the  colony,  and,  after 
hearing  the  arguments  pro  and  con.,  I  am  very 
sorry  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to  give  the  BiU 
my  support.  I  have  very  carefully  listened  to 
the  arguments  on  both  sides.  I  attentively 
listened  to  the  Premier  when  he  opened  the 
debate.  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  know 
what  would  be  said  both  in  favour  of  the  BUI 
and  against  it,  because  I  came  into  the  House 
this  afternoon  as  far  as  I  possibly  could  to  give 
it  my  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced  mind.  My 
leanings  were  in  favour  of  the  Bill  out  of  re-  | 
gard  for  my  former  associations  with  Westland 
and  Canterbury.  I  refer  to  my  sympathies  in 
that  direction  in  order  that  honourable  mem- 
bers may  see  that  I  feel  compelled  to  say  that 
I  cannot  give  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  cutd 
that  I  am  now  taking  up  an  attitude  I  feci 
bound  to  assume  having  regard  to  the  case  be- 
fore the  House,  and  on  which  we  have  listened 
to  the  arguments  on  both  sides.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  burden  of  proof  was  upon  the 
Premier  and  those  who  support  the  Bill.  The 
question  is,  whether  it  is  a  desirable  thing  for 
the  colony.  Hels  the  company  any  such  claim 
on  the  colony  as  to  render  it  necessary  and 
almost  indispensable  that  such  an  arrangement 
as  this  should  be  entered  into  ?  What  are  ve 
to  have  for  this  ?  What  does  the  company  pro- 
pose to  give  to  the  colony  for  relinquishing  this 
contract  ?  On  the  one  hand,  I  find  they  are 
to  construct  one  part  of  the  railway — namely, 
from  Jackson's  to  Springfield,  a  distance  of 
fifty-seven  miles ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
colony  is  to  release  them  from  the  remain- 
der of  their  contract — the  balance  of  the  rail- 
way, which  extends  from  Belgrove  to  Beef  ton,  a 
distance  of  ninety-seven  miles.  We  have,  on 
the  one  bond,  a  railway  of  fifty-seven  miles  to 
be  constructed,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  rail- 
way of  ninety-seven  miles  to  be  given  up.  And 
then  we  are  to  have  the  colony  paying  deben- 
tures to  the  amount  of  £618,250 !  Considerably 
more  than  half  a  million  oE  money  is  to  be 
guaranteed  in  the  shape  of  debentures  to  this 
company,  instead  of  the  land  which  they  were 
to  have  received.  Now,  it  has  been  said  that 
the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  railway 
which  this  company  propose  to  continue  and 
finish  is  something  under  £1,000,000.  Well,  if 
we  give  £618,250,  that  goes  a  long  way  towards 
meeting  the  million — a  long  way  towards  the 
construction  of  this  piece  of  railway. 
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Mr.  SEDBON.— That  is  incorrect ;  yon  have 
to  take  £125,000  to  eqnip  it. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— The  equipment  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  contract. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes  it  is. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— That  is  not  what  we  are  to 
pay  for.  Supposing  it  was,  then  we  have  more 
than  half  a  million  which  would  be  necessary 
to  construct  this  piece  of  railway  which  the 
company  are  going  to  construct.  It  is  true  we 
have  the  land  released,  and  it  is  stated  that 
the  company,  under  any  circumstances,  were  to 
be  guaranteed  land  to  the  value  of  £618,000. 
Well,  I  have  been  looking  at  the  contract,  and, 
although  that  may  be  practically  true,  it  is  not 
■aid  so  literally.  The  provision  that  is  made 
— and  I  suppose  it  is  the  only  clause  that  refers 
to  the  matter — is  clause  36  of  the  contract  of 
the  3rd  August,  1888,  and  that  provides  that  a 
valuation  shall  be  made.  I  should  like  to  read 
the  clause.  Sir.  If  the  House  wiU  indulge  me 
I  will  read  the  whole  clause,  because  I  think 
honourable  members  will  then  see  the  bearing 
of  this  clause  upon  the  whole  matter: — 

"Within  three  months  after  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  the  completion  of  the  said 
railway" — I  ask  honourable  members  to  no- 
tice that ;  the  railway  is  to  be  completed  first 
— "an  account  shall  be  taken  of  aU  moneys 
theretofore  received  by  and  then  owing  to  the 
company  as  proceeds  of  the  land  granted  to 
and  sold  by  the  company,  or  otherwise  sold, 
leased,  or  disposed  of  under  these  presents  on 
its  behalf,  and  as  proceeds  of  its  timber  and 
coal,  whether  by  way  of  purchase  -  money, 
rent,  or  royedty,  and  a  valuation  shall  be 
made,  either  by  agreement  between  the  par- 
ties hereto  or  by  arbitration  as  hereinafter 
provided,  of  all  the  land,  timber,  and  coal  of 
the  company  then  unsold;  and  if  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  moneys  so  received  and  owing, 
together  with  the  sum  of  such  valuation,  shall 
not  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  or  such  less  sum  as 
shall  represent  one  half  of  the  actual  cost, 
including  equipment,  of  the  entire  railway 
from  Springfield  to  Belgrove,  if  the  company 
shall  construct  the  alternative  lino  mentioned 
in  clause  1  hereof,  the  only  claim  of  the 
company  in  respect  of  such  difference  (if  any) 
shall  be  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany, within  six  months  thereafter,  to  select 
further  land  out  of  the  land  then  remaining 
nnselected,  and  described  as  available  for  selec- 
tion under  clause  16  hereof,  to  the  extent  of 
such  land  then  remaining  so  available.  AU 
such  further  land  shall  be  valued  either  by 
agreement  or  arbitration  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
company  shall  not  select  any  such  further 
land  to  a  value  greater  than  the  difference 
(if  any)  between  the  aggregate  of  the  moneys 
so  received  and  owing,  together  with  the  sum 
of  such  valuation  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said 
sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  or  such  less  sum  as  shall 
represent  one-half  of  the  actual  cost,  in- 
cluding equipment,  of  the  entire  railway  from 
Springdeld  to  Belgrove,  if  the  company  shall 


construct  the  alternative  line  mentioned  in 
clause  4  hereof." 

Now,  then,  we  have  here,  first,  that  the 
whole  line  must  be  constructed  before  they 
can  claim  any  advantage  or  privilege  under 
this  clause  36  —  the  whole  line  must  be  con- 
structed. But  what  has  the  Premier  told  us 
this  afternoon  ?  He  has  told  us  that  the  com- 
pany are  quite  incompetent  to  carry  out  this 
contract — that  it  cannot  be  completed ;  con- 
sequently this  clause  could  never  come  into 
effect.  They  are  only  entitled  to  claim  this 
privilege  when  the  whole  line  from  Springfield 
to  Belgrove,  including  this  piece  which  is  now 
proposed  to  be  left  out  of  the  contract — the 
whole  line  is  constructed.  And  then,  again. 
Sir,  after  all,  the  country  does  not  guarantee 
the  value  of  the  land,  but  only  allows  them 
to  take  a  further  amount  of  land  out  of  the 
reserve.  Why  do  the  company  now  wish  tq 
have  the  debentures  ?  Why  would  they  rather 
have  the  debentures  than  the  land?  If  the 
land  was  so  available  and  good  it  would  be 
easily  sold.  Why  should  they  prefer  to  have 
this  £618,260  in  the  colony's  debentures  rather 
than  in  the  shape  of  land,  having  such  a  quan- 
tity as  might  be  necessa^  to  make  vip  the 
amount?  Well,  Sir,  X  thmk  we  can  easily 
guess  the  reason.  It  is  because  they  know 
that  the  land  is  not  saleable  just  now.  Not 
because  of  its  poverty.  I  do  not  say  a  word 
about  that.  I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
very  good  land  on  the  West  Coast.  I  know  the 
land  the  Premier  referred  to  between  Boss  and 
the  Little  Wanganui  Biver,  and  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  good  land  there. 
The  lands  are  not  saleable  now.  Large  pro- 
perties are  not  saleable  in  the  colony,  and  the 
company  know  it.  They  understand  that.  And 
why  is  that  ?  Because  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  To  a  very  large  extent  the 
depreciation  in  the  values  of  lands,  the  un- 
saleablenesa  of  land,  has  been  produced  by 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  BUTTON. — Honourable  members  may 
dissent  as  much  as  they  please,  but  I  hold  ray 
own  opinion  upon  that.  I  know  by  experience 
that  the  working  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  its  effect  upon  the  values  of  proper- 
ties. I  say  there  is  a  want  of  confidence  in  the 
colony,  and  in  the  stability  of  property,  that 
ha.8  been  brought  about  by  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government.  Those  who  have  moneys 
to  invest  in  land  wonder  where  this  policy  is 
going  to  end,  and  what  is  to  be  the  result  of 
it ;  and  they  carefully  shut  up  their  pockets 
and  lock  up  their  cash-boxes,  and  will  not  in- 
vest in  land.  Now,  the  Midland  Bailway  Com- 
pany are  well  aware  of  this,  and  they  do  not 
care  to  be  the.owners  of  large  blocks  of  land  in 
a  colony  where  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is  continually  shifting,  and  where  every  time 
it  shifts  it  goes  further  and  farther  against  capi- 
talists and  those  who  own  land.  Now,  Sir,  if 
we  adopt  this  proposal  we  shall  have  the  land 
unlocked  and  thrown  on  our  hands,  and  we 
shall  be  liable  for  the  debentures.  I  see  that 
by  the  Bill  the  rate  of  interest  is  to  be  3^  per 
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cent.  I  have  made  a  calculation  open  that, 
and  I  think  honourable  members  will  ftud  that 
it  is  pretty  correct.  I  find  the  interest  will 
amount  to  £21,688  ISs.  per  annum.  That  is 
the  amount  of  interest  we  shall  have  to  pay 
on  these  debentures  the  moment  they  are 
handed  over,  and  we  shall  have  land  hang- 
ing on  our  hands  that  will  produce  no  in- 
terest for  many  years  to  come,  probably; 
but  nevertheless  this  £21,688  will  be  annually 
accruing,  and  will  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
colony.  Now,  the  question,  so  far  as  that  is 
concerned,  is.  Will  the  colony  do  what  the 
company  does  not  wish  to  do?  Will  the  colony 
take  the  land  and  give  the  money  for  it?  For 
it  is  exactly  the  same  as  if  we  purchased  this 
land  from  the  company.  We  may  just  as  well 
offer  the  company  £618,000  for  their  interest 
in  this  land.  That  is  just  the  position.  Well, 
is  the  colony  prepared  to  do  that,  and  is  the 
colony  prepared,  from  the  moment  it  issues  the 
debentures,  to  pay  interest  on  those  debentures; 
while  it  has  all  this  land  unoccupied,  and  not 
producing,  perhaps,  a  single  sixpence  for  many 
years?  Now,  Sir,  a  strong  argument,  or  one 
which  was  supposed  to'  be  a  strong  argument, 
was  produced  before  us  to  induce  us  to  support 
this  Bill — namely,  that  the  colony  was  liable 
to  some  litigation.  The  Premier  laid  great 
stress  upon  the  claim  which  the  company  would 
have  for  an  extension  of  time.  Well,  if  that 
were  all,  if  the  company  were  only  entitled 
to  an  extension  of  time — and,  of  course,  if 
so,  it  would  only  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable 
extension  of  time — I  do  not  know  that  the 
House  would  feel  very  great  regret  in  granting 
that  extension  of  time.  However,  I  cannot 
see,  from  the  way  the  Premier  put  it,  that  the 
company  would  be  entitled  to  any  such  exten- 
sion. These  alterations  in  the  contract  were 
a  concession  to  the  company,  and  I  do  not  see 
that  they  have  any  title  at  all  to  an  extension 
of  time  simply  because  they  obtained  further 
concessions.  Indeed,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  pointed 
out,  the  Act  which  allowed  them  the  last  con- 
cession distinctly  provides  that  no  alterations 
shall  be  made  in  the  terms  of  the  contract,  but 
that  the  new  concession  shall  be  read  into  the 
contract.  So  that  it  would  appear  they  are 
not  entitled  to  any  extension.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  pointed 
out  that  we  might  be  confronted  by  a  very 
serious  difiRculty — namely,  that  the  Premier 
might  have  put  this  company  in  very  great 
difficulty,  into  very  great  distress,  by  unfairly 
proclaiming  alternate  blocks,  or,  if  not  alter- 
nate blocks,  blocks  of  land  on  the  Coast  of 
ten  thousand  acres  each,  the  maximum  the 
Government  were  entitled  to  reserve  under 
the  contract.  It  was  alleged  tha}  the  Premier 
had  reserved  these  from  time  to  time  by  Pro- 
clamation, Bo  that  the  company  were  unable 
to  take  advantage  of  them  for  the  purposes 
of  their  contract.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  said  that,  as 
he  read  the  contract,  that  was  unfair — that  it 
was  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  contract. 
Well,  that  may  or  it  may  not  be  so.  If  the 
Mr.  Button 


company  have  a  elum  upon  the  colony,  the 
colony  must  fairly  meet  it, — if  it  has  any  snch 
claim.  I  dare  say  the  Premier  will  deny  that 
it  has  any  such  claim  upon  the  ground  stated, 
and,  at  all  events,  it  is  the  only  one  that  has 
been  put  forward  this  afternoon  that  appears 
to  have  any  weight  at  all.  But  we  are  asked 
now  to  agree  to  a  compromise;  this  Hoosa 
is  now  asked  to  accept  tho  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  and  so  compromise  any  claim  which  the 
Iilidland  Railway  Company  has  upon  the 
colony.  But  is  this  House  in  a  po.<iition  to 
entertain  such  a  question?  Do  we  know,  or 
have  we  any  adequate  conception  whatever 
of  the  extent  of,  the  claim  that  this  company 
has  upon  us  ?  Have  we  any  conception  of 
what  would  be  due  to  the  company,  of  what 
would  be  fair  to  tho  company,  as  compensation 
for  any  injury  or  supposed  injury  that  the 
company  may  have  sustained  from  the  action 
of  the  Premier  in  proclaiming  these  blocks  of 
land  ?  Sir,  I  say  that  we  are  in  tho  dark.  We 
are  being  asked  to  a^ree  to  a  compromise 
the  terms  of  which  we  know  nothing  at  all 
about ;  and  I  say  it  would  be  unfair,  it  would 
be  unreasonable,  for  this  House  to  enter  into 
such  an  arrangement — to  make  a  compromiaa 
of  the  effect  of  which,  and  the  terms  of  which, 
it  was  ignorant.  Sir,  I  contend,  as  I  did  at 
the  commencement,  that  the  burden  of  proof 
was  upon  those  who  supported  this  Bill.  It 
was  incumbent  upon  them  to  make  oat  their 
case,  to  show  that  the  country  was  committed 
to  this  company  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  bound  to  help  them  in  their  difficulty, 
and  that  this  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  way 
of  meeting  the  company,  and  securing  the 
honour  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
Q  oQ  I  think  they  have  failed  to  do  so,  and, 
'  although,  as  an  old  West-Coaster,  1  feel 
very  sorry  that  I  cannot  support  my  old  friends 
in  this  matter,  my  convictions  compel  me  to 
vote  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to 
say  a  single  word  on  this  Bill,  and  I  should  not 
have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button).  When  he  said  the  reason  this  com- 
pany is  now  desirous  of  getting  debentures  for 
their  large  claim  against  the  colony  in  place  of 
taking  land  is  to  be  found  in  the  land  policy  of 
the  Government  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  a  very  unfortunate  remark.  Because 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  if  the  poliey 
now  pursued  by  the  colony  in  connection  wiUi 
the  land-laws  had  been  pursued  in  the  past 
this  colony  would  not  be  in  the  unfortunate 
position  it  is  in  at  the  present  time.  What 
has  made  the  land  policy  of  the  colony  the 
curse  that  it  has  been  ?  Has  it  not  been  the 
fact  that  large  companies,  such  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  represents  in  this  House, 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  gentleman  the  Minister  refers 
to  does  not  represent  any  companies  in  this 
House,  but  his  constituents  in  Auckland. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  directly  represent  those  com- 
panies in  this  House,  but  every  one  knows  he  is 
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-connected  with  a  certain  number  of  companies 
who  have  large  areas  of  land  in  the  colony,  and 
so  doubt  he  was  giving  the  mind  of  these 
companies  when  he  said  that  they  could  not 
sell  their  land  owing  to  the  land  policy  of  the 
present  Government.  Why  cannot;  they  dis- 
pose of  their  land  ?  The  reason  is,  that  they 
demand  for  this  land  a  far  larger  value  than 
it  is  worth  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman's  companies  would 
bring  the  land  down  to  its  value  to  the  settlers 
of  the  country  they  woald  very  soon  get  pur- 
chasers for  it.  But  we  know  these  large  com- 
panies have  bought  up  largo  areas  of  land,  and 
have  lent  large  sums  of  money  on  land ;  and 
when  they  try  to  get  the  land  sold  for  the  money 
they  have  lent  on  it  they  cannot  do  so,  and 
so  they  are  keeping  their  lands  locked  up. 
They  will  not  seU  or  do  anything  with  them, 
and  they  are  misleading  the  shajreholders  in  the 
large  companies  to  the  effect  that  the  estates 
are  worth  more  than  they  really  are.  What  has 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  do  with  the 
blundering  mistakes  made  by  those  companies 
in  buying  these  large  areas  of  land  that  they 
make  no  good  use  of?  That  is  no  reason  why 
the  policy  of  the  Government  should  be  cen- 
sured by  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  now 
have  something  to  say  in  connection  with  this 
Midland  area  of  land.  The  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  has  promised  this  company  to  find 
them  in  land  to  the  value  of  £618,000,  and  for 
this  purpose  five  million  acres  of  land  have 
been  set  aside.  Let  me  here  say  that  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  cannot  free  him- 
self from  responsibility  for  setting  aside  this 
five  million  acres  of  land.  It  was  he  and  the 
Government  with  which  he  was  associated  that 
first  initiated  this  contract  with  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  and,  notwithstanding  what 
may  be  said  to  the  contrary  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  this  initiation  had  not  been 
entered  into  by  his  Government  this  contract 
would  never  have  been  an  accomplished  fact. 
I  myself  and  several  other  members  who  are 
here  were  not  connected  with  it.  We  raised 
our  voices  against  this  system  of  giving  large 
areas  of  land  for  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways. Had  it  not  been  for  a  gallant  fight  made 
by  a  few  members  in  this  House  on  one  occa- 
sion the  same  thing  would  have  happened 
with  regard  to  the  Otago  Central,  and  lands 
would  have  been  handed  over  to  a  syndicate 
ior  the  construction  of  that  railway.  When 
this  proposition  was  first  brought  before  the 
House  a  number  of  members  I  see  in  the 
House  at  present  objeoced  to  making  railways 
under  the  land-grant  system,  and  it  has  now 
come  home  to  the  people  of  the  colony,  who 
can  see  the  great  mistake  that  was  made  in 
looking  up  five  million  acres  to  a  syndicate 
in  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  done  in  the 
other  Island.  We  have  another  example  of 
this  system  of  land-grants  for  the  construction 
of  railways  in  the  Manawatu  line,  where 
land  worth  £250,000  was  given  to  a  company 
to  make  a  railway,  and  now  this  colony  will 
no  doubt  have  to  buy  the  railway,  making  the 
company  a  present  of  the  whole  of  the  land. 


The  same  thing  would  apply  if  this  company 
had  been  able  to  get  money  to  make  the  rail- 
way and  fulfil  its  contract.  But  a  great  in- 
justice was  done  to  Westland,  to  Canterbury, 
and  to  Nelson  when  it  was  agreed  by  the 
House  to  give  this  land  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a  railway ;  and  the  action  I  would 
take,  and  have  tried  to  take  all  along,  is  to  get 
back  to  the  colony  the  large  area  of  land  that 
was  sacrificed  to  this  company ;  and  I  say  the 
amount  of  the  debentures  we  propose  to  give  to 
the  company  in  exchange  for  the  land — getting 
back  our  land  for  the  settlement  of  the  people 
— will  be  a  good  bargain  to  the  colony.  I 
myself  went  over  a  large  part  of  this  land,  and 
came  back  prepared  to  advise  the  Government 
as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to  give  these  de- 
bentures and  take  back  the  land.  I  have  heard 
it  stated  that  the  land  is  useless — this  five 
million  acres  of  land.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
that  the  whole  of  it  is  valuable  ;  a  good  deal  of 
it  is  broken  and  poor  land ;  but  amongst  this 
five  million  acres  there  is  a  large  area  of  very 
good  land,  and  another  large  area  of  fair  land. 
Now,  why  has  this  land  not  been  more  in  de- 
mand 7  Simply  because  no  person  could  get  an 
acre  of  it.  Since  the  company  got  possession 
of  it  they  have  made  selections  on  the  East 
Coast,  and  on  the  grassy  slopes  of  Canterbury, 
where  they  could  get  those  big  companies  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  friend  to 
purchase  it  and  put  sheep  upon  it.  But  had  they 
wanted  to  make  the  railway  a  success  they 
would  have  gone  across  the  range  and  taken  up 
selections  in  Westland,  and  settled  the  people 
on  it.  Then  the  people  in  Westland  would  have 
been  satisfied :  and  1  venture  to  say  hundreds 
of  people  were  willing  to  settle  there,  but  could 
not  get  an  acre  of  it.  Not  only  have  the  com- 
pany had  a  large  number  of  applicants,  but  a 
large  number  of  applications  have  been  made 
to  the  Government.  People  cannot  understand 
why  the  Government  should  have  this  area  of 
land  looked  up,  and  why  they  are  not  able  to 
get  any  of  it  for  settlement.  I  could  point 
out  to  members  in  this  House  cases  where  a 
large  number  of  young  men  from  the  West 
Coast  have  left  that  part  of  the  country  and 
come  to  this  Island,  as  they  could  get  no  land 
to  settle  on.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  this  land 
comes  back  to  the  Crown  we  shall  have  a  large 
area  open  for  settlement  in  a  year.  I  could 
go  and  select  blocks  on  the  West  Coast  where 
settlers  from  every  part  of  the  colony  would  be 
glad  to  go,  cut  down  the  timber,  and  moke 
grass  farms  of  it.  When  we  hear  this  land  is 
valueless,  and  that  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
company  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  that 
is  an  erroneous  way  of  looking  at  the  matter. 
No  doubt  if  this  company  could  get  the  cash 
it  would  be  much  easier  for  them  to  construct 
the  railway,  for  this  reason :  that  to  properly 
settle  the  land  would  take  a  considerable 
tunount  to  survey  and  road  it,  and  put  it  in 
such  a  position  that  settlers  would  go  on  it, 
and  it  would  be  a  slow  process ;  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  it  should  be  made  use  of  for  settle- 
ment, because  to  keep  it  as  at  present  deprives 
this  colony  of  a  large  area  of  Crown  land,  and 
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prevents  the  young  men  of  the  colony  from 
going  on  land  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  I  say 
that  the  action  I  take  on  the  present  occasion, 
and  that  the  Government  is  taking,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  this  land  back  to  the  colony 
of  New  Zealand  for  settlement.  The  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  this  afternoon 
made  a  very  able  speech  on  the  subject.  I 
heard  him  moke  a  speech  in  the  House  when 
this  subject  was  first  introduced  into  the 
House,  and  I  venture  to  say,  if  he  takes 
Hamard  and  compares  that  speech  with  the 
speech  of  the  Minister  of  Education  this  after- 
noon, he  will  find  it  is  almost  the  some.  At 
that  time,  when  the  colony  was  asked  to  give 
this  large  area  of  land  for  making  the  railway, 
the  statement  was  that  it  was  going  to  open  up 
the  whole  mining  district,  and  every  word  my 
honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Education 
said  this  afternoon  was  made  use  of  by  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  when  he 
first  introduced  the  subject.  The  land  is  not 
of  such  a  poor  character  as  some  honourable 
members  wish  to  represent  it,  and  I  say  there 
are  large  areas  of  land  there  that  could  be  pro- 
fitably occupied,  but  which  I  am  quite  assured 
in  my  own  mind  would  never  be  occupied 
under  the  company.  If  we  have  an  area  suffi- 
cient to  make  up  the  value  of  £618,000,  and 
give  debentures  for  the  same  amount,  what  is 
the  difierence?  The  colony  at  the  present 
moment  is  purchasing  land  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement,  while  all  this  large  area  is  locked 
up.  And  there  is  not  only  the  large  area  they 
would  get,  but  a  large  area  besides  which  can- 
not be  used  till  such  time  as  the  company  have 
made  their  selections.  It  is  in  the  interests  of 
the  West  Coast  and  of  settlement  in  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  generally  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  get  this  land  back  if  possible,  and 
I  say  this  is  the  best  mode  of  getting  this  done; 
and  if  we  do  this,  and  at  the  same  time  get  the 
railway  mode  to  odd  to  the  value  of  our  own 
territory  there,  it  will  be  a  better  course  than 
to  let  matters  go  on  in  the  way  they  will  go  if 
nothing  is  done  in  the  present  session. 

Mr.  McOUIRE.— Sir,  I  should  not  say  a 
word  on  the  subject  to-night  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remarks — the  very  injudicious  remarks 
— of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  He  has  blamed 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  for 
giving  away  this  five  million  acres  of  land. 
Did  not  the  honourable  gentleman  help  him 
to  do  it?  Will  he  deny  that?  Will  the  Pre- 
mier  deny  that  be  bad  a  hand  in  it?  Will 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  deny  it? 
We  have  seen  enough  of  this  virtuous  indigna- 
tion assumed  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  the 
purpose  of  misleading  the  public.  I  should 
have  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  learned  sense  when  a  large  quantity  of 
land  was  given  to  the  Manawatu  Company  to 
make  that  railway.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man advocated  that  we  should  buy  this  land 
back  again,  the  alienation  of  which  he  was  a 
party  to,  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  REEVES. — He  wiU  not  advocate  you. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— He  will  not  advocate  me  ? 
I  do  not  require  his  advocacy ;  nor  do  I  re- 
ifr.  J.  MeKerme 


quire  the  assistance  of  the  Minister  of  Labour. 
I  can  get  along  without  the  Government  ad- 
vocating me.  I  have  paddled  my  own  way  so 
far,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  reach  harbour 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Government. 
The  Premier  once  advocated  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  got  him  into  his  Ministry,  bat 
I  certainly  think  he  is  not  a  great  advantage 
to  the  Government.  Sir,  I  have  always  stood 
on  my  own  bottom ;  I  have  worked  my  own  tvaj 
straightforwardly,  honourably,  and  honestly, 
and  whatever  I  have  done  I  con  claim  to  have 
done  it  myself :  in  this  respect  I  difier  from 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Labour,  and  as  the 
member  for  Egmont  I  am  here  in  spite  of  the 
Government.  I  say  the  Government  have  not 
on  any  occasion  assisted  me.  The  Premier  and 
the  Minister  of  Lands  come  up  to  my  district 
on  one  occasion,  but  I  did  not  want  them.  I 
have  always  advocated  the  true  interest  of  this 
country  in  a  straightforward  manner,  and  that 
is  the  course  I  intend  to  pursue ;  and  I  intend 
to  work  honestly  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
for  the  future,  as  I  have  done  in  the  pskst.  In 
reference  to  this  matter  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way, I  say  a  bad  bargain  has  been  made  in  the 
past,  and  now  the  Minister  of  Lands  wants  the 
House  to  commit  the  colony  further.  I  say  I 
will  be  no  party  to  such  a  transaction,  which 
is  so  hurtful  to  the  best  interests  of  this  conn- 
try.  Sir,  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  in  the 
House  at  the  time  when  large  areas  of  the  land 
of  the  colony  were  given  to  the  Manawatu  Rail- 
way Company.  I  say  that  was  a  bad  bargain 
too.  We  gave  that  company  a  large  block  of 
reclaimed  land  and  an  expensive  plant ;  and 
what  have  we  to  do  now?  We  have  to  buy 
the  whole  back  again ;  and  is  that  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony?  No,  a  thousand  times 
no.  But,  having  the  experience  of  the  past, 
you  would  think  the  Government  would  have 
profited  by  it.  I  therefore  regret  to  see  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  gave  away  this 
large  quantity  of  laud  to  this  Midland  Railway 
Company. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  McGUIRE. — ^Yes,  you  did ;  I  can  prove 
it ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  should  know 
by  this  time  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
making  statements  which  I  cannot  substan- 
tiate. In  the  Journals  of  the  House  is  the 
following  entrv : — 

"5.  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island) 
and  Nelson  Bailtoay  Bill. — The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  resuming  the  adjourned 
debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  East  and 
West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Kelson  Bail- 
way  Bill ; 

"  And  the  question  being  again  proposed,  the 
House  resumed  the  said  debate. 

"  Mr.  Bryce  moved,  That  the  question  be 
amended  by  the  omission  of  all  the  words  after 
the  word '  That,'  and  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing words  in  lieu  thereof :  '  it  is  not  expedient  to 
alienate  vast  tracts  of  public  land  and  mineral 
property  of  unknown  value  to  a  private  com- 
pany as  a  premium  for  engaging  in  railway 
speculation  in  New  Zealand.' 

"  A  debate  arose  thereupon." 
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The  House  divided  on  the  question  after 
twelve  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning.  A  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  and  I  find  that  Messrs. 
3.  MoKenzie,  Seddon,  and  Guinness  voted  for 
the  second  reading.  That  is  the  reason  I  rose 
when  I  heard  the  Minister  of  Lands  virtuously 
telling  honourable  members  that  they  should 
not  give  away  the  land,  knowing  as  I  did  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  supported  in  this 
House  the  giving-awa}-  of  the  land  in  question. 
Kow  the  honourable  gentleman  wants  his  own 
party  in  this  House  to  buy  this  land  back 
again,  and  to  pay  the  company  for  it.  The 
excuse  was  made,  when  this  land  was  given  to 
the  company  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends,  that  the  company  intended  to  settle 
it ;  and  now  we  are  asked,  in  the  most  unblush- 
ing manner,  by  the  Minister  to  purchase  this 
land  from  the  company.  I  say  that  such  a 
proposal  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  colony ; 
and  I  farther  say  that  it  is  not  an  honest  pro- 
posal. In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  a  great 
blunder  has  been  made  in  the  past.  I  trust 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  be  satisfied  with 
the  injury  he  has  already  done  in  giving  away 
the  land  to  the  company.  Xiet  him  not  add  to 
the  injustice  he  has  already  done  to  the  colony 
by  purchasing  it  back.  Let  the  company  keep 
to  their  contract,  and  let  the  House  carry  out 
theirs  to  the  letter.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  any  further. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Sir,  were  it  not  for  the  short 
time  I  have  at  my  disposal,  I  intended  to  re- 
view this  contract  from  its  inception  to  its 
proposed  extension.  If  honourable  members 
will  refer  to  Hansard  and  read  the  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  they  will  read  as  a  preface 
what  I  intended  to  say  about  its  history.  Some 
two  or  three  years  ago  I  expressed  my  opinion 
with  regard  to  this  contract,  and  I  have  always 
expressed  that  opinion  clearly  and  openly.  I 
see  no  reason  now,  and  I  have  never  seen  any 
reason  during  the  past  twelve  months,  to  alter 
that  opinion  in  any  way.  We  have  before  ns 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  which  I  intend 
to  deal  with  ;  but,  before  doing  so,  I  would  just 
call  attention  to  what  appears  in  Hansard, 
1893,  Volume  82,  page  841.  In  that  we  find 
that  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  chairman  of  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company,  expressed  himself  in 
these  words: — 

"  He  did  not  profess  any  great  generoxity 
on  the  part  of  the  company,  for  they  were 
actuated  purely  by  self-interest,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  by  an  enlightened  policy  in  dealing 
with  the  lands  their  best  interests  would  be 
furthered.  It  wivs  their  interest  to  construct 
the  line  as  fast  as  they  could  possibly  do  so." 

That  clearly  proves  that  when  this  contract 
was  entered  into  there  was  no  sentiment  about 
it  at  all.  It  was  purely  a  business  transaction 
made  on  behalf  of  the  company,  which  was 
supposed  at  that  time  to  be  very  wealthy  and 
able  to  command  a  great  sum  of  money ;  and 
they  should  undoubtedly  have  fulfilled  their 
contract  in  the  same  way  as  any  other  indi- 
viduals who  might  make  a  contract  with  the 
colony.    I  know  that  there  is  a  divided  opinion 


in  this  HoDse  with  referenoe  to  this  contract,. 
and  I  also  appreciate  the  regret  of  other 
honourable  members  who  say  they  are  \eij 
sorry  to  know  that  the  Nelson  end  of  this  rail- 
way, which  the  company  agreed  to  construct 
simultaneously  with  the  Canterbury  end,  is 
not  to  be  started,  but  is  to  be  ignored  in 
every  way  and  practically  abandoned.  But 
I  am  not  going  to  rest  satisfied  with  that  ex- 
pression of  sorrow,  or  anything  approaching 
it.  I  was  quite  willing  to  entertain  anything 
like  a  reasonable  proposal  had  one  been  made 
last  year  when  this  matter  cropped  up ;  and  it 
will  be  within  the  recollection  of  the  old  mem- 
bers, at  any  rate,  that  the  company  then  wanted 
a  sum  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  face-value  of  their 
lands.  That  represented  in  round  numbers  a 
sum  of  £92,000  besides  the  £618,000,  and  I  was 
told  that  if  I  did  not  vote  for  that  we  should 
lose  all  our  claim  to  any  railway,  and  the  colony 
would  be  landed  in  a  great  lawsuit  which  would 
cause  a  serious  disaster,  and  the  credit  of  the 
colony  would  be  ruined.  But  I  do  not  see  that 
that  prophecy  has  come  to  pass.  I  think  we 
have  saved  that  £92,000,  and  nothing  of  the  kind 
has  occurred  which  it  was  said  at  that  time 
would  happen.  I  again  ask  this  Assembly  to 
look  at  the  contract  from  a  fair  and  equitable, 
but  purely  business,  standpoint;  and  those 
honourable  members  who  are  in  favour  of  con- 
structing this  line  should  express  something 
like  substantial  sympathy  with  the  Kelson 
people;  but  I  cannot  understeind  those  who 
express  sympathy  without  giving  any  practical 
aid  at  all.  Sir,  admiring  the  old  Quaker  who 
gave  five  shillings  to  an  old  friend  as  his  prac- 
tical sympathy,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  this 
company  my  sympathy  to  the  tune  of  £618,000. 
When  I  refer  to  this  report  that  was  brought 
down  by  the  Committee,  I  find  there  that  lAi. 
Wilson  was  asked  if  they  intended  to  continue 
the  work,  and  he  said  distinctly,  "No;  we  re- 
quire £618,000  before  we  proceed  " ;  and  when 
the  Committee  objected  ha  proposed  to  give 
the  colony  the  amount  the  company  had  ex- 
pended on  the  two  and  a  half  miles  at  the 
Belgrovo  end,  and  which,  if  completed,  would 
be  of  very  little  use  to  the  colony.  Then, 
in  reply  to  a  further  question,  this  genial 
manager  says,  "  If  that  is  not  enough,  I  will 
give  you  what  is  equal  to  another  £30,000 — 
that  is,  another  three  miles  of  railway  to  what 
called  is  Norris's  Gully."  Now,  as  a  business- 
man, it  strikes  me  as  very  peculiar  that  the 
company  can  afford  to  give  away  £73,000  in 
hard  cash  as  a  bonus  to  get  £618,000 ;  and,  if 
they  are  in  the  position  to  give  this  £75,000  in 
hard  cash,  surely  this  £618,000  was  far  too  much 
to  ask  from  the  colony.  It  must  be  either  one 
thing  or  another ;  and  if  you  look  more  closely 
at  the  whole  position  as  a  monetary  trans- 
action— if  we  turn  over  a  little  further,  to  page 
10 — we  find  the  same  gentleman  telling  the 
Committee,  "My  Board  cabled  to  me  to  saj 
that  it  will  facilitate  matters  very  much  U 
we  can  get  the  money  placed  in  a  lump  suna 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee."  1  have 
no  doubt  about  that ;  and  it  is  ridiculous 
for  any  one  to  say  that  if  We  gave  the  cou- 
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pany  £618,000  in  a  lump  snm  it  would  not 
be  much  better  for  the  company  than  asking 
the  Government  for  only  £200,000  annually. 
Therefore  the  more  I  look  at  this  the  more  it 
«ippear8  to  me  that  we  have  to  deal  with  a 
company  who,  at  any  rate,  have  stated  fairly 
that  their  credit  is  actually  gone,  and  practi- 
cally in  the  same  breath  we  are  told  that  if  we 
do  not  do  so-and-so  the  result  will  be  a  famine 
in  the  London  money-market,  and  our  credit 
finally  ruined.  Now,  if  that  company  are  un- 
able to  finance  a  small  sum  of  this  description, 
what  influence  can  they  have  in  the  monetary 
circles  at  Home,  and  what  influence  can  they 
have  on  the  credit  of  this  colony  ?  To  use 
an  argument  of  that  description  before  sensible 
persons  seems  to  me  to  be  utterly  absurd ;  and, 
from  the  references  I  have  seen  to  meetings 
held  at  Home  in  regard  to  the  colony,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that,  instoad  of  the  company  doing 
what  they  could  to  assist  our  credit,  they 
have  done  quite  the  reverse,  and  therefore 
they  are  now  suffering  —  I  cannot  say  they 
are  paying  —  all  the  penalties  that  they  have 
brought  upon  themselves.  I  realise  this  prin- 
g  Q  ciple :  When  they  took  that  contract 
'  from  the  colony  they  took  it  with  their 
eyes  open,  and  we  are  not  asking  for  any  ad- 
vantage from  them  in  any  way ;  but  we  do 
ask  them  to  complete  that  contract,  and  the 
colony  is  still  quite  ready  to  carry  oat  its 
share  of  the  bargain.  Sir,  in  turning  over  a 
leaf  or  two  to  page  40,  what  are  the  views  we 
find  expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Pacea  ?  He  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  legal  adviser 
to  the  company,  and  puts  leading  questions 
asking  how  they  were  to  be  treated  under  cer- 
tain circumstances.  Then,  the  reply  to  that  is 
that  the  lawyers  in  London  think  they  have  a 
claim  against  the  Government,  and  the  share- 
holders would  probably  subscribe  to  a  legal 
defence  fund.  Well,  I  doubt  very  much,  in 
these  days  when  bogus  companies  have  been 
so  prevalent,  whether  the  shareholders  will  sub- 
scribe more  money  to  defend  an  action  which 
has  such  weak  legal  legs  to  stand  on.  When 
Mr.  Tanner  asks  about  the  termination  of  the 
contract,  he  is  told  the  time  will  expire  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1895.  Well,  if  that  is  the 
termination  of  the  contract,  let  that  time  ar- 
rive :  and  I  contend  that  if  the  company  can- 
not give  any  good  reason  why  they  should  not 
fulfll  their  contract  we  have  a  perfect  right  as 
a  colony  to  resume  possession  of  the  lands  that 
we  have  pledged.  If  they  complete  their  bar- 
gain, they  have,  of  course,  the  right  to  seek 
their  remedy  for  any  grievance  in  a  Court  of 
law,  and  to  recover  such  damages  as  may  be 
awarded  to  them.  So  far  as  I  have  followed 
the  contract  all  through,  I  find  that  the  con- 
cessions we  have  given  were  mainly  in  favour 
of  the  company.  Now,  it  may  seem  a  matter 
of  very  littlo  importance  to  some  members  that 
Nelson  is  to  be  thrown  over ;  but  I  say  in  all 
honesty  of  purpose  that  the  people  of  Nelson 
-deserve  quite  as  much  consideration  as  any  of 
the  people  who  live  either  in  Canterbury  or  on 
the  V/esi  Coast.  I  ask,  has  not  Nelson  always 
-done  its  best  in  the  interests  amd  general  wel- 
Mr.  mils 


fare  of  the  colony  in  any  public  matter  ?  Have 
they  not  always  sent  as  good  statesmen  to  this 
Chamber  as  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and 
have  not  those  statesmen  proved  themselves 
always  ready  to  do  their  utmost  to  advance  the 
colony  by  free  education  and  other  matters; 
and,  what  is  more  important,  hare  they  not 
always  commanded  the  respect  of  all  people 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  another  ?  I  say 
most  emphatically  they  have ;  and  now  at  the 
present  juncture,  when  Nelson  will  be  cutout 
of  the  contract  altogether  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  carrying  the  railway  between  the  West 
Coast  and  Canterbury,  it  is  a  most  unfair, 
unjust,  and  disgraceful  position  for  the  Hooae 
to  take  up.  The  vice-chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company, 
when  speaking  at  Nelson,  said, — 

"  The  resources  of  this  great  colony  vrere 
only  now  beginning  to  be  found  out,  and  as  for 
the  west  coast  of  this  Island  they  were  as  yet 
almost  undiscovered.  He  believed  firmly  that 
were  be  to  revisit  this  district  twenty  years 
hence  he  would  find  a  population  such  as  is 
now  seen  around  Durham  and  Sheffield,  and 
that  the  people  would  be  clamouring  to  the 
company  to  double  the  line  so  as  to  cope  with 
the  traffic.  He  was  now  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  line  could  be  made,  and  his  firm 
determination  was — as  far  as  in  him  lay — that 
it  shall  be  made." 

Now,  let  me  ask  the  House  how  that  promise 
has  been  fulfilled.  We  have  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  unfinished  railway.  Canterbaty 
has  five  and  a  half;  but  Westfand  has  many 
miles — in  fact,  it  goes  into  good  round  num- 
bers; therefore  I  do  not  find  fault  with  the 
members  for  Westland,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  West  Coast,  for  doing  all  they  can  to  get 
the  contract  carried  out.  They  have  had  a 
very  good  innings.  Seventy  miles  of  railway 
have  been  constructed  out  of  the  contract,  and 
I  can  quite  understand  they  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  get  the  same  company  to  carry  out 
the  rest  of  the  contract  now,  because  it  suits 
their  interests.  But,  judging  by  the  past, 
which  is  only  a  fair  record  to  go  by,  I  cannot 
see,  oven  if  the  House  were  to  grant  this  con- 
cession, they  would  be  able  to  make  much 
greater  progress  than  they  have  been  doing 
during  the  last  few  years.  So  far  as  the  em- 
ployment of  a  large  number  of  working-men  is 
concerned,  I  can  quite  understand  the  com- 
pany will  simply  employ  good  men  who  undw- 
stand  their  work,  and  that  the  "  unemployed" 
difficulty  will  remain  with  us,  so  far  as  that 
company  is  concerned,  in  much  the  same  posi- 
tion as  it  was  in  before.  The  directors  of  the 
company  are  not  the  class  of  men  to  give  work 
to  men  who  do  not  understand  what  they  have 
to  do,  and  I  cannot  think  for  one  moment  that 
this  proposal  will  give  very  much  relief  to  those 
people  who  are  styled  "  the  unemployed."  It 
would  be,  I  think,  much  better  for  us  to  pro- 
vide, instead  of  this  large  sum,  a  sum  of  smaller 
dimensions  that  would  meet  their  cose.  I  con- 
eider  that  there  are  far  more  important  works 
to  be  undertaken  in  the  colony  than  this  if  the 
money  is  to  be  spent,  because,  after  all,  when 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]  Midland  Bailway  [HOUSE.] 


Contract  Bill. 


845- 


this  large  8uin  of  money  is  spent,  at  the  end  of 
the  time  we  shall  find  that  our  share  of  that 
railway  is  something  like  the  fifth  wheel  of  a 
coaoh — nothing  more.  Now,  another  point  I 
wish  to  raise  is  this:  If  the  company  have  a 
claim  on  this  colony,  surely  then  the  colony 
has  a  claim  on  the  company.  When  this  con- 
tract was  entered  into  about  ten  years  ago  it 
was  on  the  understanding  that  something  like 
rapid  progress  should  be  made,  and  that  we 
shonld  have  a  great  namber  of  bond  fide  settlers 
on  the  land.  Any  Oovemment  could  have 
reasonably  expected  that  this  accession  of 
poplnation  would  bring  in  a  certain  amount 
of  revenue,  through  our  Customs  and  in  other 
ways.  We  might  as  well  come  down  and  ask 
for  a  rebate  for  that  reason.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  a  mutual  understanding 
that  for  giving  such  a  large  area  of  land  we 
should  gain  some  advanti^es  as  well  as  the 
company.  And,  again,  if  they  had  gone  on 
with  their  work,  and  selected  these  alternate 
sections,  then  a  great  number  of  our  ynung 
men  who  have  left  this  colony  would  have  been 
here  to-day.  Hundreds  of  them — I  am  not 
exaggerating — have  left  the  northern  end  of 
Nelson,  round  the  Waimea  and  Inangahua, 
simply  because  of  that  land  being  looked  np ; 
and  I  have  long  been  anxious  to  see  these 
young  people  settled  on  the  land.  But,  view- 
ing the  position  as  we  stand  to-day,  I  say  that 
the  fact  of  their  being  kept  off  the  land  for 
nine  years  without  any  occupation  or  recom- 
pense, while  the  railway  is  to  be  completed 
from  Canterbury  to  the  West  Coast,  is  to  my 
mind  offering  a  man  a  stone  when  he  asks  for 
bread.  There  is  one  other  quotation  I  intend 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to,  and  that 
is,  when  the  first  sod  was  turned  in  connection 
with  this  railway  in  Westland,  there  was  some 
speechifying  there,  and  among  others  who 
spoke  at  that  particular  time  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Qrey.  He  referred  to 
this  work  in  very  warm  terms.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bichardson  turned  the  first  sod ;  and  Mr.  Quin- 
ness  spoke  as  follows  at  the  banquet  given  in 
the  evening : — 

"  One  effect  of  the  great  work  already  was  the 
cementing  of  a  bond  of  friendship  between  the 
people  of  Canterbury,  Nelson,  and  Westland 
that  would  not  be  easily  broken,  for  the  mem- 
bers from  all  these  parts  of  the  colony  voted  to 
a  man — with  a  few  miserable  exceptions — for 
the  construction  of  this  railway." 

Well,  Sir,  I  say  that  we  have  now  a  perfect 
right,  as  representing  those  who  have  oon- 
(ributed  towards  this  work  in  Nelson,  to  ask  for 
the  same  loyalty  as  we  showed  to  them  then. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  acting  as  we  did 
towards  them  for  all  these  years,  they  should 
prove  true  comrades  to  us  at  the  present  junc- 
ture. I  am  quite  satisfied  that  if  we  he^  stood 
together,  united  in  words  and  actions,  a  better 
arrangement  might  have  been  come  to  than 
has  been  offered  to  us  by  the  Government  at 
the  present  time.  But  the  fact  of  some  divi- 
sion of  opinion  creeping  in  between  the  Can- 
terbury and  Nelson  Railway  League  has,  to  my 
mind  at  any  rate,  led  the  company  to  ask  for 


further  concessions,  which  have  been  act  only 
outrageous  to  Nelson,  but  most  injurious  to  both 
ends  of  the  line.  Sir,  I  sometimes  wonder  what 
was  the  commercial  standing  of  the  company 
at  first,  and  why  they  were  not  able  to  raise- 
£618,000,  having  such  substantial  assets.  They 
seemed  to  have  got  credit  chiefly  on  the  work 
they  were  "  going  to  do  "  ;  and  in  this  case  why 
is  it  that  they  cannot  find  the  finances  to  carry 
out  the  contract?  If  this  land  has  increased  in 
value  15  per  cent,  on  the  face-value,  as  they 
stated  last  year,  why  should  they  not  be  able 
to  finance  at  Home  if  they  hold  the  standing 
we  suppose  them  to  occupy  7  I  maintain  that 
we  have  no  right  in  the  colony  to  practically 
turn  what  is  a  non-liquid  into  a  liquid  liability, 
and  to  hand  over  to  the  company  this  very  large 
amount  they  ask  for.  When  the  Premier  was 
referring  to  this  matter  he  stated  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  company  to  complete 
the  contract,  and,  of  course,  a  great  number  of 
us  believed  him  ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  supply  them  with  all  the  money  and 
build  up  their  credit  to  enable  them  to  com- 
plete the  work.  Let  them  stand  to  their  guns, 
as  other  contractors  or  their  sureties  have  to  do. 
All  I  ask  for  is  that  justice  shall  be  rendered  to 
the  part  of  the  colony  which  I  represent — not 
from  a  local  reason,  but  for  a  colonial  reason  ; 
because  I  say  that  the  railway  they  have  at- 
tempted to  form,  if  it  were  once  completed, 
might  then  be  of  some  advantage  not  only  to 
Canterbury,  but  also  to  the  North  Island  as 
well.  As  to  the  statement  made  that  the  men 
employed  upon  this  work  when  it  is  begun  will 
be  consuming  a  large  quantity  of  produce  raised 
by  farmers  about  there,  that  is,  to  my  mind,  a 
very  slight  reason.  We  all  know  that  this  com- 
pany will  buy  in  the  cheapest  market,  and,  if 
four  or  five  hundred  men  are  taken  on  the 
work,  there  is  no  doubt,  to  my  mind,  they  will 
purchase  their  provisions  or  other  stores,  or 
whatever  they  may  require,  from  the  company 
or  its  agents,  and  supply  themselves  in  that 
way.  There  are  a  good  many  other  points  I 
wished  to  refer  to,  but  the  ringing  bell  warns, 
me  that  I  have  not  much  time  left,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  simply  pass  over  some  of  the  notes 
I  have  taken,  and  probably  some  other  mem- 
ber will  refer  to  them.  There  is  one  thing  I 
would  wish  to  point  out,  and  it  is  this :  that 
for  all  these  years  this  large  area  of  land  has 
been  locked  up  —  there  has  been  no  rating- 
power  over  it,  and  it  has  made  no  contribution 
to  the  property-tax  and  local  rates,  which  it 
would  no  doubt  have  paid  had  the  land  been 
settled.  All  these  are  matters  of  importance 
and  matters  of  great  interest  to  us  as  colo- 
nists. I  am  not  going  to  contrast  the  amount 
of  money  spent  in  other  districts  with  the 
amount  spent  in  Canterbury.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  sound  reason  in  that,  nor  do  I 
think  it  fair  to  make  quotations  to  this  House 
as  to  so  much  money  having  been  spent  in  one 
part  of  the  colony  as  compared  with  the  others, 
unless  the  physical  geography  and  general  fa- 
cilities of  the  place  are  also  explained.  There 
is  no  doubt  to  my  mind  that,  as  far  as  Canter- 
bury is  concerned,  they  have  had  a  good  share 
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-of  public  works  in  their  network  of  railways. 
Then,  we  know  that  one-third  of  the  extent 
of  this  land  was  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Provincial  District  of  Nelson,  and  that  there- 
iore,  although  some  money  may  have  been  spent 
there,  it  is  altogether  too  small  to  be  considered. 
As  to  the  setting-free  of  this  large  area  of  land, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage ;  but  the  five  million  acres  do  not  all 
belong  to  us.  Some  honourable  members  re- 
ferred to  it  as  if  Nelson  desired  all  the  benefit ; 
but  it  is  scattered,  part  being  in  Nelson  and 
part  being  in  Westland,  and,  in  fact,  the  bulk 
of  it  is  gome  distance  from  the  main  roads,  and 

Principally  in  the  direction  of  the  West  Coast. 
n  conclusion,  I  say  that,  while  we  may  be 
threatened  with  an  injunction,  while  strong 
threats  may  be  held  out  of  legal  action  against 
the  colony,  that  our  credit  will  be  rained,  I 
still  think  that  any  one  who  believes  he  is 
right,  and  does  what  is  right,  need  not  ever 
fear  anything  of  the  kind.  If  the  colony  has 
done  wrong,  let  it  pay  whatever  may  be  awarded 
to  the  company  as  damages,  but  let  us  keep 
our  £618,000.  Fineilly,  I  say  we  shall  be  doing 
the  right  thing  if  we  relegate  this  Bill  to  the 
archives  of  the  past,  and  then  we  shall  show 
in  a  forcible  and  practical  way  that  this  Par- 
liament is  going  to  do  what  is  for  the  best  in 
the  interest  of  all  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. —  In  approaching  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill,  it  is  important  to  recog- 
nise that  the  work  contemplated  is  the  comple- 
tion of  fifty-seven  miles  of  railway,  which  is 
going  to  cost,  according  to  the  estimate,  £21,000 
per  mile.  This  cost  is  enormous,  it  is  beyond 
all  colonial  experience,  and  could  only  bo  justi- 
fied if  it  were  to  connect  two  large  centres  of 
population  or  of  manufactures,  which  would  in- 
sure traffic ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  after  a  dis- 
passionate examination  of  the  prospects  of  this 
line  no  one  can  see  the  remotest  chance  of  it 
paying  working-expenses.  But,  Sir,  the  ques- 
tion has  got  beyond  that  stage.  If  it  were  in 
the  initial  stage  I  for  one  should  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  voting  against  it,  and  doing  all  in  my 
power  to  prevent  so  useless  and  wasteful  an 
undertaking.  However,  at  the  present  time  we 
may  with  some  advantage  consider  the  class 
.of  country  we  are  about  to  join  together.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  this  after- 
noon read  from  the  original  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners who  visited  the  country,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  gave  us  a 
vivid  description  of  the  class  of  country  to  be 
passed  through  and  on  the  West  Coast ;  and  I 
have  also  visited  that  country  on  various  occa- 
/sions  during  the  last  thirty  years,  and  I  say 
without  hesitation  that  along  that  West  Coast 
there  is  scarcely  any  country  desirable  for 
settlement.  The  fact  that  up  to  the  present 
day  the  whole  of  the  grain,  with  the  exception 
of  the  thousand  bushels  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  quoted,  bos  been  im- 
ported from  the  East  Coast  shows  that  the 
country  is  unproductive  and  unfit  for  grain 
crops ;  so  we  cannot  look  for  the  close  settle- 
ment which  was  pictured  to  us  by  the  Minister 
■of  Lands,  who  rashly  asserted  that  if  he  had 
Mr.  Mills 


the  land  in  his  hands  he  would  settle  it  with  a 
large  population  within  twelve  months.     Why, 
the  country  along  the  West  Coast  is  subject 
to  such  a  heavy  rainfall  that  when  at  great  cost 
the  bush  is  cleared  rushes  come,  and  settlen 
are  unable  to  grow  crops,   or  even   keep  the 
land  in  grass.     We  know  there  is  a  dense  bnsh- 
oountry  there ;  we  find  in  the  report  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  referred 
to  that  the  cost  to  clear,  fence,  and  grass  it  was 
put  down  at  £50  an  acre.    This  cost  is  largely 
due  to  the  heavy  rainfall,  and  the  fact  that  yon 
cannot  get  the  fire  to  run  through  or  to  bam 
the  bush.    A  man  may  fell  it,  but  he  has  fre- 
quently to  wait  for  the  very  slow  process  of  de- 
cay to  get  rid  of  the  timber,  unless  when  on  a 
rare  occasion  he  may  get  a  season  in  which  he 
may  obtain  a  good  burn  and  thus  clear  it  away. 
When  the  Minister  of  Lands  holds  up  a  picture 
of  smiling  homesteads,  and  asserts  that  this  is 
the  class  of  country  where  small  farmers  could 
be  settled,  he  is  speaking  without  a  knowledge 
of  what  he  is  talking  about ;  I  say  it  is  utterly 
impossible.    In  tliat  part  of  the  country  there 
may  be  patches  of  better  soil  than  that  which 
I  have  been  describing.     I  believe  that  there 
are  some  river  deposits,  and  especially  along 
the  Grey  Valley  there  is  a  limited  area  of  good 
land ;  and  probably,  too,  it  is  better  towards 
Boss,  which  the  Premier  quoted ;  but,  after  all, 
that  forms  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  land, 
and  I  say  that  that  part  of  the  colony,  as  a 
whole,  is  utterly  unfitted  for  a  small  farming 
population  whenever  the  small  local  market  is 
met,  and  they  have  to  turn  to  export.     Then, 
as  far  as  the  other  five  million  acres  are  con- 
cerned, if  you  travel  along  the  road  from  Keef- 
ton   towanjs  Nelson  you   get  a   general   ides 
of  it.      It  is  there    a    poor  clay  soil,  withoot 
bush, — not  even  fit  to  grow  grass.     I  believe 
there  are  some  valleys  here  and  there  where 
a  little  grass  can  be  got  to  grow,  and  a  few 
sheep  con  be  kept ;  but  it  is  all  nonsense  en- 
deavouring to  mislead  the  House  by  telling  of 
that  if  these  five  million  acres  are  plsiced  at  the 
disposal  of  the  colony  a  large  population  can 
be  settled  there.    It  will  not  carry  population, 
but  only  a  few  merino  sheep  of  energetic  and 
active  habits.    Then,  we  have  the  coal-traffic— 
the  mainstay  of  the  Coast.    Others  have  dealt 
with  the  impossibility  of  hauling  coals  across 
these  mountains.     In  this  connection,  however, 
there  are  other  considerations  to  be  borne  in 
mind.     This  House  guaranteed  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  construction  of  the  (xreymouth 
Harbour,  and,  if  this  railway  proves  to  be  the 
success    its    supporters    predicate,    the    effect 
will  be  to  divert  the  trade  from  the  Qreymonth 
Harbour,  in  which  cose  the   Harbour  Boaid 
would  turn  round  and  call  upon  this  House  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  in  its  revenue.    The 
House  must  recognise  that  that  contingency 
is  unavoidable.     The  Premier  recognised  that 
difficulty,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  trade 
of  the  North  Island  would  be  left.    Now,  what 
does  the  whole  of  the  North  Island  trade  con- 
sist of,  if  we  are  to  rely  upon  it  to  keep  that 
harbour  going,  and  after  the  lion's  share  has 
gone  to  Westport?    We  have  only  Wellingtoni 
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Wanganui,  and  the  small  amount  of  ooal  that 
goes  to  the  Manakau ;  and  surely  that  will  not 
recoup  the  trade  that  is  to  be  diverted  by  this 
railway.  I  say  that  diversion  would  give  Grey- 
moath  an  equitable,  as  it  has  a  legal,  claim 
upon  the  colony  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
in  the  revenue.  Then,  again,  I  do  not  think  we 
have  any  permanent  coal-supply  in  the  Orey 
Valley.  From  time  to  time  we  have  been  given 
inflated  statements  of  the  enormous  extent  of 
the  deposits  of  ooal  there;  bat  there  are  two 
or  three  mines  which  were  working  a  few  years 
ago  that  are  now  abandoned.  The  Brunner 
Mine  is  all  but  worked  out.  These  coal-deposits 
«eem  merely  small  pockets ;  certainly  they  are 
not  of  a  permanent  character,  nor  such  as 
would  warrant  the  construction  of  a  railway. 
Another  source  of  revenue  which  has  been 
pointed  to  is  its  timber.  Well,  Sir,  there  are 
Tery  valuable  forests  there ;  bat  at  the  present 
time  there  are  valuable  forests  in  many  other 
parts  of  New  Zealand;  and,  moreover,  there 
18  little  market  at  the  present  time  for  oar 
timber.  Such  prices  as  con  be  got  for  the 
timber  will  not  pay  for  some  years  to  oome — 
nntil,  in  fact,  the  timber  supplies  from  more 
accessible  districts  have  been  exhausted.  Wo 
have  in  the  Sounds  and  the  Rai  Valley  an 
enormous  extent  of  timber  which  can  be  got 
to  market  more  cheaply  than  from  the  West 
Coast,  even  if  in  New  Zealand  there  was  the 
market.  Then,  as  regards  sending  it  by  this 
railway  to  Greymouth  and  shipping  it  to  Aus- 
tralia, that  is  oat  of  the  qaestion.  We  know 
that  the  kauri  forests  of  the  North  are  more 
accessible  to  the  shipping,  that  kauri  is  better 
and  cheaper  timber,  tnat  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  for  years  and  much  money  was  lost  in 
the  endeavour  to  secure  the  Australian  market 
and  to  supplant  the  large  supplies  that  go  there 
from  Oregon.  Bat  we  cannot  send  timber  in 
the  small  vessels  that  can  enter  the  Grey  and 
be  able  to  sell  at  the  prices  which  the  timber 
sent  from  America  in  the  large  and  cheap 
timber-carrying  vessels  can  be  profitably  sold 
ftt,  and  the  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  company  that  is  embarked  in  that  trade 
between  this  colony  and  Australia,  while 
practically  enjoying  a  monopoly,  has,  judged 
by  the  value  of  its  shares,  also  lost  heavily. 
So  far  as  the  forests  are  concerned,  they  are  an 
important  possession,  and  ought  to  be  kept. 
They  are  about  the  only  forests  we  have  that 
cannot  be  destroyed.  There  is  not  much  fear 
of  their  being  burnt  in  that  damp  climate,  and 
they  will  be  of  great  value  to  another  genera- 
tion that  will  come  after  us  when  perhaps 
timber  is  scarce.  There  will  be  much  advan- 
tage in  leaving  that  timber  standing  for  the 
use  of  sncceeding  generations,  since  it  is  not 
required  for  the  present. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.  — They  have  bums  there 
almost  every  summer. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  am  glad  to  hear  that ;  hut 
I  have  never  yet  heard  of  standing  bush  burn- 
ing on  the  Coast.  Then,  the  Premier  urged 
upon  us  the  argument  that  the  construction 
of  this  line  would  find  employment  for  two 
thousand  men — that  this  railway  would  be  a 


second  Coolgardie.  Surely  it  is  very  disap- 
pointing to  hear  the  Minister  driven  to  use 
arguments  of  this  sort.  It  is  a  sorry  outcome 
of  four  years  of  Liberal  Government  to  find 
their  boasted  self-reliance  gone,  and  the  Pre- 
mier, unabashed,  urging  the  House  to  go  in 
for  borrowing  money  to  find  work  for  people. 
Past  experience,  however,  tells  us  that  the 
kind  of  people  for  whom  this  railway  contract 
will  find  employment  are  not  those  who  are  at 
all  likely  to  settle  down  on  the  Government 
lands  and  devote  themselves  to  developing  the 
resources  of  the  country  like  ordinary  settlers. 
Even  if  they  were,  how  is  the  Government  going 
to  get  suitable  land  in  that  country  for  them  to 
cultivate  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  cannot 
point  to  any  case  where  railway  navvies  take 
up  the  work  of  settlers.  We  know  from  our 
experience  in  this  Island  that  when  navvies 
can  no  longer  get  the  work  they  are  accustomed 
to  they  go  to  another  country  where  they  can 
get  that  work.  The  men  who  would  ba  put  on 
the  work  of  railway-formation  by  this  railway 
company  would  not  be  nondescript  co  opera- 
tives, but  experienced  and  competent  workmen, 
who  are  not  the  class  to  settle  down  to  dairy- 
farming.  And  the  Premier  would  be  disap- 
pointed if  he  expected  it,  for  the  country  the 
line  passes  through  is  unfit  to  settle  them  upon 
even  if  they  wished  it.  Then  the  honourable 
gentleman  used  the  words,  "  There  is  some- 
thing more  important  to  be  considered:  the 
tourist  traffic  " ; — that  is  to  say,  he  specially 
urges  us  to  embark  upon  this  railway  in  order 
to  encourage  the  tourist  traffic.  But  he  has 
himself  brought  in  session  after  session  legisla- 
tion taking  away  any  security  of  license  from 
the  hotels  of  the  country.  No  one  will  invest 
a  sixpence  in  building  or  improving  a  hotel, 
so  that  we  now  have  hotels  that  are  no  credit 
to  us.  There  is  no  British  colony  where  the 
hotel  accommodation  is  so  miserable  and  in- 
sufficient as  it  is  in  New  Zealand,  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  encourage  the 
tourist  traffic  he  must  give  protection  to  the 
legitimate  interests  of  those  who  invest  in  this 
class  of  property,  in  order  that  we  may  be  pro- 
vided with  superior  hotels.  Our  tourist  traffic, 
which  should  be  a  mine  of  wealth,  is  dying 
away,  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  accom- 
modation worthy  the  name  for  tourists.  Now, 
five  years  ago  the  tourist  traffic  was  double, 
perhaps  treble,  what  it  is  at  the  present  day; 
and  it  is  scarcely  likely  to  revive  because  we 
provide  a  railway,  unless  in  the  first  place  the 
colony  affords  proper  hotel  aocommodation. 
n  q/)  Despite  what  the  Minister  of  Lands 
'  has  said,  the  company  know  they  can- 
not find  buyers  for  the  land  which  in  future 
would  fall  into  their  bauds.  It  is  not  the  price 
of  the  land  which  prevents  people  buying.  It 
is  the  Government  system  of  taxation.  The 
company  have  suffered  grievous  injury  by  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  since  it  so  injuri- 
ously affects  this  class  of  country — land  which 
can  only  be  held  in  large  blocks.  But  the  great- 
est claim  which  I  consider  the  company  has 
I  against  the  colony  arises  out  of  the  unscrupu- 
looa  conduct  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
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in  proclaiming  certain  blocks  of  land  as  being 
auriferous.  One  of  the  main  advantages  offered 
to  the  company  was,  chat  they  were  to  receive 
alternate  blocks  of  land  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway,  and  the  price  which  they  got 
above  the  schedule  price  was  to  be  the  profit  of 
the  company.  But  we  find  that  all  along  the 
Grey  Valley  the  Premier,  without  any  special 
reason  to  even  suspect  that  it  was  auriferous 
land,  beyond  the  general  character  of  the  coun- 
try, proclaimed  Mock  alter  block  as  auriferous, 
and  so  prevented  the  company  f rem  getting  the 
alternate  blocks  of  land  benefited  by  the  rail- 
way— land  that  was  their  due.  The  company 
was  thus  reduced  to  take  land  remote  and  in- 
accessible, and  so  they  were  unable  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  that  land.  I  consider  the  com- 
pany have  an  undeniable  claim  against  the 
colony  through  conduct  of  that  sort.  I  can 
quite  understand  the  manager  of  the  company, 
while  seeking  to  get  a  compromise,  only  lightly 
urging  these  points,  since  to  strongly  press  them 
would  give  oSenoe  to  tho  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  From  what  has  also  taken  place  — 
tedious  delay  over  necessary  deviations  and 
alterations — we  know  that  great  injustice  has 
been  done  to  the  company,  wrecking  its  pos- 
sible success  on  questions  of  finance.  For 
these  reasons,  I  consider  that  the  company 
has  an  undeniable  claim  against  the  colony. 
The  undertaking  was,  however,  perhaps  doomed 
to  failure  from  the  outset.  It  was  at  first  in- 
sisted, if  I  remember  aright,  that  the  company 
must  have  a  million  of  capital.  That  amount 
was  reduced  to  £500,000,  and  it  was  reduced 
a  second  time  to  the  altogether  inadequate 
amount  of  £250,000.  The  company  never  had 
sufficient  capital  to  enter  upon  this  under- 
taking, and  it  should  never  have  been  allowed 
to  enter  into  it.  But  there  was  so  great  a 
pressure  behind  the  Government  of  the  day 
that  that  was  accepted,  and  success  was  only 
possible  with  liberal  and  generous  support  by 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  the  new  con- 
tract now  contemplated.  The  Committee  in 
its  report  says,  "  Provided  the  Government 
are  satisfied  that  the  company  can  give  prac- 
tical effect  to  such  now  contract."  The  Bill 
before  us  says,  "  Before  tho  new  contract  is 
entered  on  the  Minister  shall  satisfy  himself 
that  the  company  is  or  is  likely  to  be  in  a 
position  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  con- 
tract." Merely  "  likely  to  be  "  is  altogether 
insufficient,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  go  no 
further  in  this  matter  till  we  know  that  the 
company  is  in  a  position  to  ceirry  out  its  con- 
tract. Though  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  I  do  not  commit  myself  to  further 
support  the  Bill,  unless  the  point  I  have 
referred  to  is  made  clear  and  the  company 
proves  its  financial  ability  to  carry  out  and 
complete  the  works.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
this  complicated  question  should  be  brought 
to  an  issue.  The  Minister  has  grossly  mis- 
managed this  business,  and  has  behaved  very 
badly  to  the  company.  We  should  fulfil  our 
bargain  with  the  company :  the  honour  of  the 
colony  is  at  stake.  I'  think  the  proposals  in 
the  Bill  are,  under  the  circumstances,  a  fair 
Mr.  Duthie 


solution  of  the  question.  For  the  reasons  I 
have  stated  I  shall  support  the  second  reading, 
but  I  do  not  pledge  myself  further,  reserving 
free  action  as  circumstances  arise. 

Mr.  GtlOWTHER.— As  a  new  member  of  this 
House,  I  cannot  talk  on  this  question  with  the 
same  experience  as  those  who  have  been  dis- 
cussing this  matter  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
during  the  last  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  years.  I 
have  come  to  this  oonclnsion  in  my  mind,  from 
what  I  have  heard  during  the  day — namely, 
that  this  Bill  should  have  come  down  to  a* 
under  another  name.  It  should  have  oome 
down  to  us  under  the  name  of  a  BQl  to  borrow 
£618,000,  and  I  think  it  should  have  been  linked 
with  the  Bill  called  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act,  because  it  is  clear  enough  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  has  it  in  his  mind  that,  if  this  land 
is  acquired  by  the  Government  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Bill,  the  land  will  be  avail- 
able under  this  Aot.  We  have  heard  it  read 
out  by  yourself.  Sir,  that  authority  has  now 
been  given  by  another  place  to  certain  borrow- 
ing Bills,  so  that  those  Bills  will  become  law. 
This  is  another  one,  and  if  it  were  a  straight- 
forward borrowing  Bill  we  should  oertainlj 
understand  it  better.  But  what  is  troubling 
me  most  is  this :  We  have  learned  that  the  com- 
pany have  picked  out,  and  have  either  sold  or 
still  hold  at  the  present  time,  all  the  valaaUe 
land  at  one  end  ;  we  have  also  learned  that  the 
company  have  picked  out  all  the  good  land  at 
the  other  end  of  the  line.  Now,  this  question 
arises :  What  is  left  for  this  £618,000?  Who 
wants  it?     What  will  you  give  for  it ? 

An  Hon.  Mehbes. — Going  1 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— An  honourable  member 
says  "  Going."  It  is  my  impression  that  if  a 
reasonable  bid  could  have  been  got  for  it  it 
would  have  been  gone  long  ago,  and  we  should 
not  have  been  bothered  by  this  business  to- 
night ;  and  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  said  "  Going "  knows  that  much  better 
than  I  do,  because  he  is  much  better  acquainted 
with  this  question  than  I  am.  But  there  is  ia 
my  mind  this  responsibility.  This  House  hat 
no  right  to  be  asked  to  accept  such  a  responsi- 
bility. To  my  mind  we  ore  incurring  a  respon- 
sibility on  account  of  somebody  else.  Wa 
have  done  that  this  session  once  before,  and  I 
believe  when  we  did  it  we  regretted  it,  and  we 
have  regretted  it  ever  since.  I  ask,  are  we  to  re- 
peat it  ?  If  the  Minister  of  Lands  can  stand  op 
and  tell  us  he  can  utilise  this  land  beneficially 
for  the  colony  in  connection  with  his  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill,  I  shall  be  very  mneh 
better  satisfied  than  I  am  at  present.  Under 
the  surroundings  as  I  know  them,  it  appears  to 
me  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  land  which  is 
left  to  represent  this  £618,000  is  not  value  for 
that  money.  If  it  were  value  for  the  money, 
the  company,  as  a  set  of  business-men  under- 
taking a  speculation,  would  have  seen  thtt 
they  could  utilise  the  land  better  than  we 
can  possibly  do  so.  If  such  is  the  true  state 
of  the  business  as  it  exists  to-night,  then,  I 
say,  wa  should  pause  —  we  should  be  very 
careful  before  we  enter  further  into  this  com- 
plicated business.    Beyond  all  donbt  ft  miittk* 
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WM  made  in  the  first  instance  when  the  door 
TTM  opened  to  allow  the  contract  to  be  altered 
or  amended.  Whenever  these  contracts  of 
such  magnitude  are  allowed  to  be  altered  and 
amended,  then  there  are  always  disagreements 
and  diHerenoes  continually  arising  to  the  end. 
How  we  are  going  to  get  out  of  this  I  do  not 
know.  I  can  quite  understand  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  extremely  anxious  to  do  some- 
thing. The  Premier  told  us  tcday  that  he  is 
not  at  all  sure  in  his  own  mind  that  he  under- 
stands that  the  question  is  to  be  so  absolutely 
settled  that  legal  differences  will  not  arise.  He 
said  he  did  not  fear  legal  difficulties,  but  he 
shadowed  forth  plainly  to  my  m.ind  that,  if  this 
Bill  is  not  passed  by  this  House,  there  is  a 
possibility,  and  even  a  probability,  that  legal 
difficulties  may  arise.  Such  being  the  case,  I 
can  nnderstand  how  very  anxious  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  get  this  Bill  passed  through.  I 
have  just  one  word  more  to  say  before  I  sit 
down.  Here  we  are  at  the  tail-end  of  the 
session;  we  have  been  here  now  for  four 
months :  and  this  is  a  very  important  measure. 
The  Premier  told  us  yesterday  that  he  did  not 
know  of  any  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  which 
need  occupy  many  minutes  in  discussing.  If 
we  are  to  measure  the  Premier's  statements  on 
these  lines,  what  are  they  worth  ? 

Hon.  Meubers. — Oh  t 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— I  am  speaking  seriously, 
and  I  say  that  in  my  mind  certainly  such  a 
statement  has  created  distrust.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  more  than  that,  and  I  feel  very 
sorry  indeed  to  have  to  say  even  so  much,  but 
still  I  feel  justified  in  saying  what  I  have  said. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— The  speech  made  by  the 
last  speaker,  I  think,  comes  very  near  the 
truth.  There  are  certain  times  in  this  House 
when  honourable  members  are  very  fond  of 

flaying  little  jokes,  and  I  think  one  of.  the 
'remier's  little  jokes  is  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill.  In  my  opinion,  this  Bill  occupies  very 
much  the  position  which  the  Licensing  Bill  did. 
A  Bill  is  bronc;ht  down  and  thrown  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  honourable  members 
are  allowed  to  tear  it,  and  then,  after  a  day  or 
two,  it  is  put  low  down  on  the  Order  Paper, 
and  the  House  knows  no  more  of  it  for  the 
session.  That,  I  think,  is  very  much  the  posi- 
tion of  this  Bill.  In  my  opinion,  wc  ought  not 
to  entertain  this  Bill  as  it  is  at  present  drawn, 
for  in  this  shape  it  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  House. 
It  is  a  Bill  which  would  not  be  put  before  any 
other  body  of  men  except  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  no  Government 
but  one  sure  of  a  large  majority  at  their  back 
would  dare,  in  my  opinion,  to  bring  down  such 
a  measure.  This  question  has  been  before  the 
House  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member.  It 
has  been  like  the  daughter  of  the  horse-leech, 
which  cries,  "  Give,  give."  The  colony  has 
been  always  giving.  It  was  not  long  ago  that 
this  line  with  its  extension  to  Nelson  was  to 
do  wonders  for  Kew  Zealand.  After  it  was 
started  a  new  contract  was  arranged  by  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  who  brought  it  down  as  a  Bill 
— a  measure  granting  alternate  blocks.    The 
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Premier  said  to-day  that  every  one  must  be 
anxious  to  avoid  litigation,  I  would  remind 
honourable  members  that  the  company  asked 
for  the  deviation.  The  company  begged  the 
House  to  allow  it  to  make  the  deviation  from 
one  side  of  Lake  Brunner  to  the  other.  How 
is  the  company  going  to  get  litigation  out  of 
that  ?  He  quoted  the  Abt  system.  What  is 
the  Abt  system  7  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  he  had 
an  ingenious  device,  copied  from  Germany, 
which  would  save  many  thousands  of  pounds 
in  climbing  up  to  the  heights  of  the  mountain. 
The  Midland  Company  itself  brought  it  before 
the  House,  and  then  the  House  last  year,  or 
the  year  before,  deliberately  said  it  would 
adopt  the  Abt  system.  That  did  away  with  the 
idea  of  compensation  to  this  company.  After 
giving  them  all  that  they  wanted  we  are  brought 
tiMO  to  face  with  the  extraordinary  proposal 
brought  down  in  this  Bill :  that  the  company 
shall  only  be  supposed  to  do  half  of  what  they 
have  engaged  to  do — that  is,  they  may  leave  out 
the  Nelson  portion  of  the  raiUvay.  The  cost 
of  the  railway,  Springfield  to  Jackson's,  is 
£950,000,  and  out  of  that  the  colony  is  asked 
to  provide  £618,000.  We  are  to  provide  that, 
and  they  are  to  provide  the  other  £330,000,  and 
then  they  will  graciously  condescbnd  to  make 
the  line,  and  the  line  will  be  theirs  (or  evermore. 
Would  any  one  ask  suoh  a  thing  outside  a 
lunatic  asylum,  or  outside  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives?— and  I  take  it  they  are  very  much 
the  same,  after  the  absurd  proposals  that  have 
been  brought  down  this  session.  Would  it  be 
believed  anywhere  else  that  the  Premier  would 
have  asked  for  such  a  thing  ?  Sir,  instead  of 
asking  for  £618,000  to  be  given  as  a  bonus  to 
the  company,  he  should  have  asked  for  £950,000, 
in  order  that  the  line  might  be  completed  by 
the  colony  and  might  be  owned  by  the 
colony.  But  after  finding  the  £618,000, 
and  after  asking  the  colony  to  bear  additional 
taxation  for  this  purpose,  the  whole  of  it  is 
given  away  ;  and  when  the  line  is  completed 
there  will  be  an  agitation  for  the  line  to  be 
bought  back,  and  we  shall  be  buying  bock 
the  £018,000  already  given,  together  with  the 
whole  line,  making  about  £1,236,000  of  our  own 
money.  The  Premier  told  the  House  a  re- 
markable thing.  He  said  that  if  this  Houso 
does  not  grant  this  money  to  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  the  next  thing  will  be  a 
loan  for  the  completion  of  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  and  of  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral :  in  other  words,  if  you  grant  this  money 
there  will  be  no  loan  foe  the  Otago  Central 
and  North  Island  Main  Trunk  railways.  I 
appeal  to  the  North  Island  members  and  the 
Otago  members  to  say  whether  they  are 
going  to  sit  down  and  vote  away  £618,000  to 
Westland  and  Canterbury,  and  next  year  be 
told  that  the  North  Island  Hallway  is  not  to 
be  proceeded  with  because  there  is  no  money, 
and  that  the  Otago  Central  is  not  to  be  proceeded 
with  because  there  will  be  no  loan  for  the  pur- 
pose. Why  should  we  give  a  loan  or  £618,000 
to  Canterbury  and  Westland  and  not  to  other 
parts  of  the  colony?  I  was  in  the  House  a 
few  Tears    ago ;    and  what  happened   then  7 
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Canterbutj  and  WesUand  formed  an  unboly 
alliance  with  the  Nelson  memhprs  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  line.  Those  gentlemen  did 
not  want  the  Nelson  line,  but  they  wanted 
two  or  three  votes  in  this  House,  and  they 
lolled  a  log,  and  ever  since  they  have  been 
acting  with  treachery  towards  the  Kelson 
members ;  and  now  Nelson  can  go  to  the  dogs, 
because  it  has  served  the  parpose.  Let  me 
warn  the  House  about  this.  If  honourable 
members  from  Canterbury  and  Westland  get 
this  £618,000  there  will  be  repeated  a  trick 
which  was  played  here  a  few  years  ago,  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  moved 
to  reduce,  and  did  so  reduce,  the  public  works 
estimates  by  £500,000.  Then  Canterbury  voted 
to  stop  all  railways,  and  would  do  so  again. 
I  hope  that  the  House  will  noc  be  unwise 
enough  to  grant  this  £618,000  now,  for  next 
year  they  will  stick  up  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line  and  the  Otago  Central.  Some 
years  ago  some  innocent  members  for  Welling- 
ton in  the  House  who  wanted  a  university 
were  told  that  if  they  supported  a  vote  of  £4,000 
for  Auckland  they  would  get  a  vote  the  next 
year  for  what  they  wanted  in  Wellington.  But 
have  the  Auckland  members  got  anything  for 
Wellington  7  No.  And  if  Canterbury  and 
Westland  get  this  £618,000,  then  it  will  be 
good-bye  to  tho  Otago  Central  and  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Line. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — Yon  will  not  trust  them 
now. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— No.  The  Premier  went  to 
Kelson  just  before  the  election  ;  and  what  did 
be  say  ?  He  said,  of  course,  that  the  railway 
should  go  up  to  Nelson;  that  they  could  not 
think  of  any  abandonment,  and  that  they 
bad  a  majority  in  favour  of  it  in  the  House. 
Where  is  unhappy  Nelson  now?  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve this :  that  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  that 
we  should  not  go  on  with  this  railway  this  year, 
but  that  during  the  recess  the  Premier  should 
open  up  negotiations  with  the  company  and 
ask  how  much  it  would  take  to  clear  out  of  the 
colony,  and  then  there  will  be  three  great  rail- 
ways to  be  constructed  for  the  colony.  We 
bave  already  two  thousand  miles  of  railway, 
but  there  are  the  Otago  Central  to  Lake  Hawea, 
the  Springfield  line  across  to  Jackson's,  and 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway — about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  line  to  be  con- 
structed— and  when  that  has  been  done  the 
colony  will  not  have  very  much  more  need  for 
zailways.  I  think  that  would  be  the  very  best 
policy  that  could  be  arranged.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  think  that,  if 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  have  some 
small  claims  against  the  colony,  it  is  not  for  us 
to  do  all  that  is  asked  for.  If  we  ask,  "  What 
is  the  colony  to  get  for  this  £618,000  7  "  it  will 
be  found  that  we  are  to  get  almost  nothing. 
This  Bill  is  the  climax  of  a  series  of  measures 
brought  down  this  year,  all  abandoning  the 
self-reliant  policy  and  giving  constant  additions 
to  the  debt  of  tho  colony.  The  Government 
are  borrowing  for  everything,  and  are  afraid  to 
«ome  down  to  the  colony  with  a  bold  policy, 
Dr.  Newman 


but,  in  the  dying  bonrs  of  the  session,  are  no* 
askmg  for  £618,000.  Can  any  one  beUeve  that 
this  is  that  one  of  tho  railways  that  is  most 
wanted  7  I  say  that  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  and  Otago  Central  lines  are  urgently 
required.  Those  are  two,  and  then,  for  th« 
third  line  this  could  be  constructed.  But  they 
should  be  constructed  in  that  order.  I  say  that 
next  year  we  should  not  have  a  very  large  loan 
to  finish  these  railways,  but  we  should  only 
have  a  certain  amount  spent  every  year,  and  in 
that  way  I  think  the  colony  would  get  on  very 
well,  and  all  three  railways  be  proceeded  with. 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  consent  to  this  Bill, 
and  it  would  be  very  much  better  to  kill  it  on 
its  second  reading  than  to  go  into  Committee 
with  the  same  result  as  followed  the  Counties 
Vehicle-licensing  Bill  and  the  Licensing  Bill  in 
this  House.  We  are  getting  near  the  end  of  s 
very  long  session,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
have  the  wisdom  to  kill  this  Bill  on  the  seooMl 
reading,  and  allow  us  to  go  home  some  time 
before  daylight. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  dovrn  has  treated 
the  House  to  one  of  those  semi  -  humorous 
speeches  with  which  he  occasionally  regales 
honourable  members.  I  have  a  difficulty  some- 
times in  ascertaining  where  the  humorousnea 
ends  and  the  seriousness  begins,  but  I  think 
that  for  once  he  has  been  serious,  and  has  de- 
clared in  no  uncertain  terms  what,  from  bii 
point  of  view,  should  be  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try—that is,  the  policy  of  the  party  he  ii 
identified  with.  His  idea  is  that  tho  Midland 
Railway  should,  next  session,  be  included  in  s 
gigantic  scheme  for  completing  that  line,  piai 
the  Otago  Central  and  plus  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line.  That  is  introducing  an  en- 
tirely new  element  into  the  question,  and  for 
this  reason :  that  the  Midland  Railway  cootrsct 
stands  in  a  different  position  from  the  other 
railways  to  which  the  honourable  gentlemu 
has  referred.  I  do  not  propose  to  speak  st 
any  length  this  evening,  because  I  know  thit 
honourable  members  are  anxious  to  get  to  t 
vote,  but  as  a  Canterbury  member  it  is  mj 
duty  to  state,  as  succinctly  as  I  can,  my  vien 
on  this  matter.  I  should  like  first  of  all  to  niec 
to  a  statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Kelson  City  to-day,  in  which  he  gratuitouslx 
attacked  the  manager  for  the  Midland  Bailnj 
Company.  He  asserted  that  a  leurge  amount  of 
lobbying  hod  been  done,  and  that  members  of 
this  House  had  been  influenced  by  the  action 
of  the  manager  of  the  company.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  can  say  that  no  officer  of  the  compUT 
has  ever  approached  me,  or  even  mentioned 
the  matter  of  the  railway  to  me,  and  that 
never  until  to-day  had  I  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing the  manager  for  the  company,  and  then 
when  I  spoke  to  him  it  was  to  ask  him  oae 
simple  question.  I  have  asked  members  on 
both  sides  whether  any  attempt  has  been  msde 
at  lobbying,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  meet 
any  member  who  had  been  approached  by  sny 
one  connected  with  the  Midland  BailwsX 
Company.  I  feel  it  is  only  an  act  of  justice  to 
mention  this,  after  the  statements  mads  byth* 
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honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  on  that 
head,  which  I  consider  to  be  entirely  erroneoas. 
I  might  go  further  and  say  that  so  much  can- 
not be  said  for  Nelson,  because  for  weeks  past 
a  deputation  from  that  town  have  systemati- 
cally lobbied  honourable  members  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Midland  Bailway  Company  in 
opposition  to  the  proposals  in  this  Bill,  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  unfair  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  should  make 
the  attack  he  did,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances. I  should  like  to  say,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that  I  approach  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Midland  Railway  entirely  apart 
from  any  pledges  as  to  what  has  been  done  in 
years  past.  I  have  heard  of  compacts  between 
Xfelson  and  Canterbury  members,  but,  as  far  as 
this  question  is  concerned,  I  entirely  remove 
them  from  my  own  mind.  I  was  returned 
to  represent  one  part  of  Canterbury,  and  I 
desire  to  consider  the  question  apart  alto- 
gether from  anything  that  has  happened  in 
the  past.  What  are  the  questions  involved 
in  the  Bill  before  us?  They  are  these:  Will 
the  present  proposal  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
-country  ?  Is  it  just  to  the  country  ?  and  will 
it  promote  the  settlement  of  the  colony?  That 
is  the  position.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  as  to  the  land-grants ; 
and  if  we  are  to  accept  the  statements  of 
honourable  members  wlio  have  spoken,  in- 
-cluding  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  nas  just  sat  down,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther),  it 
appears  perfectly  clear  to  my  mind  that  the 
land  ■  grant  given  to  the  company  has  not 
proved  of  the  value  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
when  it  was  accepted.  What  was  the  land 
estimated  at  in  section  8  of  the  Act  of  1884? 
I  find  that  the  company  was  entitled  to  select 
land  up  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  rail- 
way, and  the  cost  of  tho  railway  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selection  was  estimated  to  be  £1,750,000. 
In  other  words ;  the  company  was  to  be  al- 
lowed to  select  land,  for  tho  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  formation  of  the  line,  to  the  extent  of 
£875,000.  What  is  the  position  to-day?  We 
find  that  the  whole  of  tho  land  that  has  been 
selected  and  sold  by  the  company  has  brought 
in  only  £220,000,  and,  considering  that  a  great 
-deal  of  this  land  has  been  sold  at  an  advance 
of  25,  30,  and  40  per  cent,  over  and  above  the 
lOs.  an  acre  at  which  it  was  taken  by  the  com- 
pany, it  appears  to  me  that  the  statements  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  are  perfectly  true — namely, 
that  the  company  have  been  deceived  in  con- 
nection with  the  value  of  the  land:  at  any 
rate,  if  they  havo  not  been  deceived,  they  have 
been  disappointed ;  and  therefore  it  gives  then 
A  perfect  right  to  come  to  the  House  and  ELsk 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  terms  of  their  con- 
tract. The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  in  the  address  which 
ha  gave  to  tho  House  this  morning,  spoke  of 
the  honour  of  the  colony  being  involved,  and 
said  the  honour  of  the  colony  was  to  be  main- 
tained by  insisting  upon  tho  company  keeping 


to  the  contract ;  but  I  would  point  out  to  that 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  company  ac- 
cepted its  first  contract  from  his  Government. 
If  there  has  been  any  deception  or  disappoint- 
ment, it  has  been  in  the  contract  which  he 
made,  because  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  land 
not  proving  of  the  value  that  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be  by  his  Government  that  the  com- 
pany has  been  unable  to  carry  on.  What,  Sir, 
is  the  position  of  the  company  at  the  present 
time  ?  What  is  the  position  of  the  line  ?  It  is 
this :  that,  though  the  company  have  under- 
taken to  construct  the  railway,  they  have  not 
been  able  to  finance  the  work,  for  the  reason 
that  the  land  has  not  proved  so  liquid  an  asset 
as  it  was  expected  to  be ;  and,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  said,  the  land 
policy  of  recent  years  has  undoubtedly  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  company  being  able  to  dispose 
of  this  land.  Not  only  so,  but  the  lands  that 
are  on  the  western  side  of  the  range  are  so  far 
removed  from  roads  and  railways  that  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  for  the  company  to 
settle  those  lands.  Hence,  although  some- 
thing was  said  about  this,  and  the  company 
was  charged  with  selfishly  selling  land  first  on 
the  eastern  coast,  that  has  been  because  those 
lands  have  been,  of  those  open  to  selection,  the 
most  accessible,  and  therefore  the  most  easily 
disposed  of.  Therefore,  I  say,  the  position 
stands  in  this  way:  that,  as  the  company, 
for  reasons  that  are  not  altogether  of  its  own 
making,  has  been  compelled  to  seek  the  fur- 
ther assistance  of  the  colony,  it  is  not  for 
the  colony  at  this  time  to  say,  "  Von  have 
bound  yourselves  by  a  contract,  and  we  are 
going  to  make  you  keep  to  it."  The  colony 
can  afford  to  lay  aside  the  policy  of  Shy- 
lock,  who  demanded  his  pound  of  flesh ;  the 
colony  can  afford,  if  not  to  be  generous,  at 
least  to  be  just ;  and  though  these  men  entered 
into  engagements  which,  through  the  land- 
values  proving  fictitious,  they  are  not  able 
to  carry  out,  yet  the  colony  can  afford  to  say, 
"  We  will  strive  to  do  what  is  just  and  reason- 
able, and  will  recast  the  terms  of  the  contract." 
That  is,  I  imagine,  all  that  the  Government 
has  asked  the  House  to  do  in  the  Bill  before 
it.  Now,  I  wish  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
position  of  the  land  in  question.  We  find  that 
throughout  Canterbury  and  Westland  there 
has  been  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  a 
power  of  selection  vested  in  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  Company  which  has  almost  entirely  locked 
up  the  lands  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  with- 
in the  railway  area.  I  myself,  some  six  or 
eight  months  ago,  went  on  a  visit  to  the 
Westland  District,  and  lieord  the  complaints 
there  of  persons  who  desired  to  settle  on  the 
land  on  that  coast,  and  nho  are  unable  to 
do  so  because  of  this  land  being  locked  up 
by  the  company ;  and  I  say  that  those  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  profess  to  be  Bodicals — 
those  honourable  membera  who  believe  that 
the  land  should  bo  administered  by  the  State, 
who  believe  it  is  not  sound  policy  or  consis- 
tent with  proper  legislation  that  vast  tracts 
of  land  should  be  locked  up  in  the  hands  ot 
an  English  syndicate — those  honourable  mem> 
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bers  ought  to  support  this  Bill,  if  for  no  other  ' 
reason  than  that  it  at  once  unlocks  these  lands, 
and  vests  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  who  has  declared  his  intention 
to  carry  out,  in  connection  with  this  part  of 
the  country,  the  same  policy  of  opening  up  the 
lands  to  tlie  people  which  he  has  so  success- 
fully carried  out  and  administered  in  Canter- 
bury, Otago,  and  other  parts  of  the  colony.  I 
appeal,  therefore,  to  those  honourable  members 
who  believe  in  progressive  land-legislation  to 
vote  for  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  so  that 
the  land  that  is  locked  up  by  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  Company  may  be  released  and  dealt  with 
in  a  way  by  which  settlement  can  be  secured 
and  prosperity  brought  about.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  to-day  that  it  would  cost  over  £20,000  per 
annum  to  the  colony  in  interest  on  this  £618,000. 
But  that  is  an  entirely  improper  way  of  stating 
the  case,  because  from  that  it  might  be  as- 
sumed that  this  £618,000  was  to  be  at  once 
paid ;  whereas  what  is  the  fact,  according  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House?  Under  sub- 
section {d)  of  section  S  these  debentures  are 
to  be  issued  thus :  Debentures  to  the  value  of 
£200,000  are  to  be  issued  within  one  year, 
another  £200,000  within  two  years,  and  £218,000 
on  the  line  being  completed  and  open  for  traffic 
between  Springfield  and  J^ackson's.  But  there 
is  also  an  important  proviso.    It  is  this : — 

"  Provided,  however,  that  no  delivery  of  de- 
bentures shall  take  place  as  aforesaid  until 
at  least  one-fourth  of  the  total  amount  or  value 
of  the  works  to  be  completed  by  the  company 
under  the  new  contract  are  so  completed  in 
terms  of  such  contract ;  nor  shall  the  second 
delivery  of  debentures  (to  the  value  of  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds)  be 
made  until  works  to  the  value  of  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  whole  of  the  works  agreed  to  be 
completed  shall  have  been  completed  by  the 
company  as  aforesaid." 

l^ow,  I  say  that  the  indirect  benefits  that 
will  follow  from  the  expenditure  of  the  large 
sums  of  money  that  will  be  expended  under  the 
contract  will  compensate  to  a  very  large  extent 
indeed  for  the  interest  that  the  colony  will  be 
required  to  pay.  Look,  for  instance,  at  the 
condition  of  Canterbury  in  recent  years.  We 
have  had  no  public  works  that  are  worth  con- 
sidering going  on  in  Canterbury  for  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years;  and  what  has  been  the 
result?  The  result  has  been  that,  while  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  the  unemployed  have  been 
absorbed  by  the  public  works,  we  have  had 
constantly  recurring  the  "  unemployed  "  diffi- 
culty ;  and  I  say  that  by  means  of  this  Bill, 
and  the  employment  of  two  thousand  men, 
which  will  be  the  number  employed  upon  the 
railway,  the  "unemployed"  difficulty  will  be 
settled  for  years  to  come  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury.  Then,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  one  other  matter,  and  it  is  this : 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  has  very  strongly  opposed  this 
Bill  to-day;  but  that  honourable  gentleman's 
opposition  to  the  Bill  must  be  discounted 
by  the  fact  that  he  was  the  head  of  the  Go- 
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vemment  which  first  launched  this  contnet, 
and  it  was  he  who  gave  the  right  of  ttlectiaD 
over  this  five  or  six  million  acres  of  land  wiihiii 
the  Midland  Bailway  area ;  and  it  is  one  of  ia 
crimes  that  the  democracy  of  thecoDntirallcj;! 
against  him,  and  it  is  one  of  the  things  taitirjl 
prevent  his  taking  that  position  be  might  )aa 
taken  in  connection  with  the  politic]  o{  tlu 
country  as  a  Radical  leader,  that  he  did  gin 
the  right  of  selection  over  this  land,  tod  liif 
year  after  year  locked  op  eUI  the  middta  put 
of  New  Zealand  from  settlement  as  he  did. 
I  say,  therefore,  his  opposition  in  cgnnectiia 
with  this  Bill  must  be  largely  discoostad  t; 
the  fact  I  have  stated.    Now,  a  great  deal  bf 
been  said  in  connection  with  this  matter  bv  «^ 
of  attempting  to  evoke  sympathy  on  behalf  d 
the  Kelson  District.    The  honoonLble  mtwlm 
for  Wellington  Suburbs,  in  that  plaintire  ines 
he  can  so  readily  assume,  when  one  can  alnurt 
see  the  tears  trickling  from  his  eyes,  tried  ti 
create  sympathy  on  behalf  of  Xelson.   Sii,I 
sympathize  with  Nelson,  because  I  think  dill 
the  Nelson   people    are    disappointed  in  tUi 
matter;  buti  should  like  to  show  to  the  Kdn 
people  the  practical  side  of  the  question, 
it  is  this :  At  the  present  time  they  hare  til- 
ways  running  in  their  district.    They  have  hii 
£165,000  expended   in  making  railvfa.Ts,  ui 
those  railways  run  through  the  settled  parts<C 
their  province,  where,  if  anywhere,  there  wndl 
be  a  prospect  of  revenue  being  obtuned  &A 
them.    But  what  is  the  podtion?   I  findtM 
last  year  the  Nelson  railways  did  not  pay  uf 
interest  on  construction,  but  that  the  dehcit 
the  working-expenses  was  £194.    The  saxe 
marks  apply  to  Marlborough.    In  Marlboroa^ 
£205,000  has  been  expended  on  railvar^  nii 
those   railways   last  year  did  not  par  HA 
working-expenses,  but  left  a  deficit  of  £95.  141 
us  compare  that  with  the  position  of  the  Hoifr 
nui-Bluff  Section.   The  Hurunoi-Blnf  Secaa 
returned  £3  Is.  lOd.  per  cent,  on  the  cost  4 
construction  ;  and,  speaking  with  some  knoai 
ledge  of  the  subject,  I  say  that,  vrere  the  (^ 
terbury  Section  cut  oil  from  a  number  o!  til 
weaker  non-paying  lines  in  the  southern 
of  the  Island,  the  profits  made  by  the 
terbury  railways  would  more  than  pty  in' 
on  their  construction,  even  though  that  isf 
stands  at  4  or  ii  per  cent.    Let  me,  tbei 
point  out  the  position  in  connection  with 
line.     It  is  this :  that,  while  we  may 
thize  with   Nelson  in  its  disappoistriest, 
must   look   at  the  question   practiollj, 
judge  it   by  the   financial   t^t.     Com] 
the  Nelson  lines  with  the  Canterbury 
the  former  are  non-paying,  but  the  Uttec 
among  the  most  productive  in  the  colsif. 
number  of  honourable  members  have  i' 
the  Midland  line  as  though  they  were 
ing  it  for  the  first  time.    They  haTe  ni 
cepted  the  situation  that  the  line  is 
partially  constructed — that  we  are  not 
a  new  contract,  but  are  only  recasting  a 
tract  to  meet  the  altered  cireumstanco 
have  arisen.     What  is  the  position  no«? 
one  side  of  the  Island,  the  western  a^ 
have   a   population    of   thirty -five  tJ»: 
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people,  all  engaged  in  or  dependent  on  mining 
UiterestB,  or  the  timber  interests;  where,  as 
you  have  been  told  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  to-day,  there  is  no  agri- 
cultural land.  On  the  other  side  of  the  range 
yon  have  exactly  the  complement  of  mining 
ccuntr}'— that  i.s,  magnificent  agiicaltural  and 
pastoral  countiy.  ■  From  the  one  side  you  can 
obtain  the  bidden  wealth  of  the  earth  —  you 
can  dig  the  coal,  and  obtain  the  gold ;  and 
bom  the  other  side  of  the  range  you  can  obtain 
the  food  with  which  the  miners  can  be  fed. 
Sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  sound  principle  upon 
'which  railways  should  be  constructed  in  any 
part  of  the  world  it  applies  where  you  have  two 
diverse  districts  of  that  character ;  the  policy 
should  be  to  unite  them.  I  repeat,  when  you 
have  on  the  one  side  Canterbury,  with  its  mag- 
nificent agricultural  and  pastoral  wealth,  and 
on  the  other  the  undeveloped  mineral  wealth 
of  the  West  Coast,  the  policy  of  the  country 
should  be,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to 
push  through  the  line,  in  order  to  connect  two 
districts  that  are  so  naturally  the  complement 
one  of  the  other.  I  should  like  to  point  out 
one  other  thing,  and  that  is  this :  The  Canter- 
bury members,  throughout  the  whole  session, 
have  loyally  supported  the  Government  policy. 
We  have  stood  by  the  Government  policy  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  Native 
lands,  in  connection  with  supplying  the  money 
that  is  to  be  used  for  roads,  and  in  other  ways ; 
and  I  say  that,  to  a  largo  extent,  the  policy 
of  the  Government  throughout  this  session 
has  been  a  North  Island  one.  Let  honour- 
able members  who  choose  take  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  and  the  estimates  that  have 
accompanied  it,  and  I  ask,  how  much  money 
is  there  coming  to  Canterbury?  I  think  I 
am  correct  in  saying  there  is  less  than 
£20,000  out  of  the  £940,000  voted  under  the 
Public  Works  Statement  that  will  come  to  tho 
Provincial  District  of  Canterbury;  and  yet  the 
Province  of  Canterbury  in  taxation  contributes 
probably  at  least  a  fifth  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  colony.  That  being  the  case,  if  honourable 
members  who  are  to  receive  all  these  benefits 
in  the  way  of  roads  and  other  works  in  the 
North  Island  have  any  gratitude,  they  ought 
sot  now  to  oppose  this  work.  That  would  mean 
they  were  quite  willing  wo  southern  men  should 
support  their  roads  and  railways  and  so  on,  but 
yihen  we  want  this  one  question  considered — 
the  question  of  recasting  the  terms  of  tho  con- 
tract— they  will  lock  up  their  sympathies  and 
say,  "  No  ;  we  will  keep  you  out  of  the  railway 
this  year,  so  that  next  year  we  can  use  this  line 
as  a  lever  by  which  to  secure  two  other  rail- 
ways in  other  parts  of  the  country."  I  say,  it 
tliat  is  the  case, — if  the  policy  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
has  voiced  the  morality  of  the  House, — I 
am  disappointed  in  the  House  and  in  him.  I 
thought  he  would  have  taken  a  nobler  stand 
than  that,  and  have  been  prepared  to  support 
this  railway,  without  connecting  it  with  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway  and  the 
Otago  Central  for  his  own  purposes,  and  would 
have  recognised  that  the  matter  now  before 


the  House  is  not  a  loan  of  £618,000— that  we 
are  asking  for  nothing  of  the  kind;  but  that 
it  is  merely  to  recast  a  contract  honestly  and 
faithfully  entered  into  years  ago,  so  that  the 
country  will  receive  back  its  lands  in  ex- 
change for  debentures  which  can  be  floated 
and  used  as  money  to  construct  the  line  as  it 
proceeds.  If  the  proposals  were  that  the  colony 
should  enter  upon  a  scheme  of  borrowing 
£618,000,  and  of  handing  that  £618,000  over  to 
the  company  to  do  what  it  chose  with,  I  could 
understand  a  great  deal  of  tho  objection ;  but  I 
say  if  settlement  proceeds,  as  it  will  under  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  at  once  on  the  lands  that 
are  now  locked  up,  the  practical  results  of  that 
settlement  will  compensate  for  tho  interest  on 
the  3J-per-cent.  debentures  as  they  fall  due, 
and  these  debentures  will  only  be  handed  over 
to  the  company  as  it  proceeds  with  the  work. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  re- 
ferred strongly  this  afternoon  to  the  fact  that  a 
Commission  in  connection  with  this  railway 
reported  against  it.  No  doubt  that  is  correct ; 
but  was  that  the  only  railway  reported  against 
by  a  Commission  7  I  remember  in  1881  giving 
evidence  in  Foxton,  where  I  then  lived,  before 
a  Commission  in  favour  of  the  West  Coast  rail- 
way here  being  made,  but  the  Committee  before 
which  I  gave  evidence  declared  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  use  in  making  it,  and 
reported  dead  against  it.  But  in  due  course 
that  railway  was  made,  and  there  it  is — a 
thorough  success.  If  I  mistake  not,  a  Com- 
mission reported  against  the  Otago  Central ; 
but  the  Otago  Central  is  accepted  as  part  of 
the  policy,  and  is  being  made  ;  and  the  progress 
made  with  the  Midland  Bailway  justifies  the 
decision  of  the  company  which  undertook  the 
work,  and  justifies  the  House  in  saying  that 
the  work,  now  that  it  has  progressed  so  far, 
should  not  bo  stopped.  I  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  good 
sense  and  the  sense  of  justice  of  members  of 
this  House.  I  appeal  to  honourable  members 
belonging  to  the  North  Island,  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  receiving  benefits  in  connection 
with  this  year's  legislation  which  will  have 
the  eifect  of  diminishing  the  "unemployed" 
difficulty  in  their  neighbourhood.  I  appeal  to 
honourable  members  connected  with  Otago, 
because  the  Qovommont  have  treated  their 
railway  with  no  unsparing  hand  in  the  estimates 
that  have  been  brought  down :  £45,000  is  placed 
on  the  estimates  for  the  Otago  Central.  And  I 
can  only  say  this :  that  all  we  ask  is  that  we 
should  be  treated  with  some  justice  and  fair- 
ness;,  and  in  making  this  claim  I  again  repeat 
that  honourable  members  are  not  asked  to  give 
us  tho  money :  what  the  House  is  asked  to 
do  is  to  change  the  form  of  security  which 
the  company  holds.  The  advantage  must  be 
obvious  to  every  Radical.  I  appeal  to  those 
honourable  members  who  are  Badicals  in  con- 
nection with  land-legislation,  and  I  ask,  is 
it  not  better  that  the  Government — a  Liberal 
Government — should  have  the  administration 
of  the  lands  involved  in  connection  with  this 
railway  than  that  they  shall  bo  held  still  by 
a  foreign  syndicate,  which  can  sell  whatever 
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blocks  it  chooses,  and  which  will  sell  them 
without  any  consideration  for  settlement,  but 
with  a  special  regard  to  how  it  can  get  the 
most  money  {or  them?  Viewing  matters  in 
this  light,  I  havo  no  hesitation  in  supporting 
the  Bill,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  help  it  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  consider  that  it  is  due 
to  my  constituents  that  I  should  say  a  few 
words  as  to  why,  in  my  opinion,  the  House 
should  support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
In  the  first  place,  I  should  like  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  this  is 
not  a  question  of  starting  the  construction  of 
a  railway.  It  is  not  a  question  of  borrowing 
money  to  start  a  railway  or  to  complete  one. 
It  must  be  accepted  by  honourable  members 
that  this  is  a  work  to  the  completion  of  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Canterbury,  Westland,  and 
Nelson,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  have  been 
looking  forward,  with  the  desire  to  see  the  dis- 
tricts I  have  mentioned  linked  with  the  rail- 
way system  of  the  South  Island.  The  question 
has  been  settled  by  this  Parliament,  led  as  it 
was  on  that  occasion  by  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  and  the  contract 
has  been  entered  into.  It  is  too  late  in  the 
day  now  to  discuss  whether  the  railway  is  one 
that  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  been  under- 
taken on  the  land-grant  system,  or  to  say  that 
it  should  be  undertaken  by  the  colony  as  a  na- 
tional work.  That  is  a  passed  question.  The 
question  now  before  the  House  is  this :  Having 
entered  into  a  contract,  and  having  entered  into 
certain  obligations  in  connection  with  that 
contract,  is  it  a  wise  and  a  proper  thing  to 
compel  the  carrying-out  of  that  contract  in 
its  entirety  ?  I  think  before  I  conclude  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that,  the  contract  having  been 
entered  into,  and  during  its  performance  certain 
difSculties  having  cropped  up, — difficulties  on 
both  sides,  on  the  side  of  tlie  party  which  let 
the  contract  and  on  the  side  of  the  party  which 
took  it, — these  difficulties  from  time  to  time 
were  met  by  this  Parliament  and  the  other  con- 
tracting parties.  And  because  these  difficulties 
occurred,  and  were  met  by  Parliament,  I  say 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  K.  Stout) 
and  other  members  had  no  right  to  say  that 
this  is  a  company  that  has  always  been  coming 
to  the  House  for  concessions,  and  that  from 
time  to  time  concessions  have  been  granted  to 
the  company.  The  real  fact  is,  the  concessions 
have  been  mutual,  and  for  the  good  of  both 
parties  to  the  contract.  I  will  instance  one  or 
two  of  these.  In  the  first  place,  the  contract 
entered  into  by  the  Stout- Vogel  Govertfhient 
neglected  to  provide  proper  safeguards  with 
regard  to  the  mining  interests  on  the  West 
Coast  goldficlds.  Provision  certainly  was  made 
that  the  contract  should  give  power  to  the 
colony  to  select  from  the  blocks  of  reserved 
land  only  those  areas  then  held  for  gold-mining 
purposes,  or  known  to  be  gold-workings,  and 
the  interpretation  put  upon  these  words  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  wsis  that  it  only  re- 
served a  very  limited  area — that  "gold-work- 
ings "  only  meant  areas  that  were  being  worked 
or  where  gold  had  been  discovered ;  and  that 
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"  ground  now  held  "  meant  only  ground  then 
actually  held  or  being  worked  by  miners.  This 
meant  that  if  any  gold  was  found  in  the  land 
granted  to  the  company  it  would  become  the 
property  of  the  company,  and  it  could  have 
taken  up  all  the  auriferous  ground  on  the  Coast 
that  was  not  then  actually  held  for  mining  pur- 
poses, and  if  at  any  future  time  new  discovcrie* 
of  gold  were  traced  or  found  in  those  lands  the 
company  could  retain  them,  and  exact  such 
license -fees  as  it  thought  fit  if  gold  were 
traced  into  them.  This  was  considered  a  most 
inadvisable  thing,  and  therefore  the  mutual 
concession  was  made  that  the  alternate-block 
system  should  bo  given  up  ;  the  colony  gave  up 
its  right  to  insist  on  alternate  blocks  being 
taken,  and  the  company  consented  to  modify 
the  provisions  with  regard  to  the  gold-mining 
area,  giving  the  colony  the  right  to  referre 
from  time  to  time  three-quarters  of  a  million 
acres  for  gold-mining  purposes,  but  that  wai 
to  be  reserved  of  auriferous  land,  and  was  to 
be  reserved  from  time  to  time.  On  this  point 
— as  to  whether  this  new  contract  then  entered 
into  was  properly  carried  out  by  the  Klines 
Department  of  the  day — I  dissent  entirely  from 
the  view  taken  up  by  the  Premier,  sjid  I  say 
the  company  had  a  right  to  complain,  and 
had  a  just  complaint  against  the  colony  with  r«- 
gard  to  the  administration  of  these  auriferous 
lands  and  the  reserves  that  were  made.  As  an 
illustration,  I  will  mention  what  actually  oc- 
curred. Many  honourable  members  know  the 
line  of  railway  constructed  following  the  main 
line  of  road  from  Brunnerton  to  Reefton,  a 
distance  of  about  forty  miles.  Along  the  south 
side  of  this  road,  or  along  the  side  of  it  where 
the  particular  lands  were  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
company  when  they  made  the  line,  before  the 
company  got  the  certificate  to  take  them  up 
the  Klines  Department  proclaimed  blocks  of 
land  fronting  this  line  of  railway  almost  the 
whole  distance  from  Brunnerton  to  Reefton— 
areas  of  3,C00,  2,000,  and  some  of  10,000  acres 
— to  be  auriferous  lands.  What  was  the  eflcct? 
The  company,  which  made  the  railway  through 
the  Grey  Valley  to  the  Inangahua  Valley,  ex- 
pected that  by  making  that  section  of  railway 
tho  lands  could  be  taken  up  then  and  be  sola 
and  settled  ;  but  this  land  was  blocked,  and 
they  were  prevented  from  taking  it,  because 
it  was  said  by  tho  Mines  Department  to  ba 
auriferous.  Now,  was  it  auriferous?  If  it 
was,  we  should  have  found  gold-miners  work- 
ing at  it.  Had  they  tried  to  prove  whether  it 
was  auriferous?  They  had;  and  on  many  of 
these  reserved  auriferous  areas  evidence  showed 
that  shafts  had  been  sunk  years  and  years 
ago,  and  had  been  abandoned,  clearly  proving 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  miners,  they  were  not 
auriferous,  and  had  been  abandoned  because 
they  were  not  worth  taking  up  for  mining  piu:- 
poses.  And,  if  they  were  not  worth  taking 
up  for  mining  purposes,  the  company  bnd  a 
right  to  complain  that  they  could  not  select 
any  of  this  land.  That  ia  where  I  differ  from 
the  Premier  on  the  question  of  the  mining  re- 
serves. On  this  head  tho  company  has,  I  tliink, 
a  claim — if  not  a  legal,  an  equitable  claim- 
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•gainst  the  colony,  beoause  they  made  the 
railway  through  these  lands  on  the  West  Coast, 
and  they  had  a  right  to  take  up  these  lands ; 
they  bad  a  right  to  expect  that  by  making 
the  railway  the  lands  would  have  an  enhanced 
value :  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that 
they  have  on  enhanced  value.  Now,  there  is 
another  question  with  regard  to  the  modiiioa- 
o(  the  contract — the  question  of  the  Abt  sys- 
tem. The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that 
had  saved  the  company  £400,000  on  the  cost  of 
ooDstruction.  Under  the  terms  of  the  contract 
that  must  have  saved  the  colony  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  land. 

Mr.  PIKANI.— It  varied  the  contract. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— But  it  varied  the  contract 
to  the  material  advantage  of  both  parties.  Can 
it  be  said  to  be  a  modification  in  favour  of  the 
company  ?  The  whole  argument  against  this 
further  concession  asked  for  in  the  Bill  is  that 
the  company  from  time  to  time  bad  got  all  the 
concessions  on  their  side.  I  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  show  that  it  is  not  so.  Many  of 
the  concessions  were  as  muoh  in  favour  of  the 
colony  as  of  the  company.  Then,  passing  on, 
we  come  to  the  question  of  whether  this  rail- 
way is  one  that  will  pay.  Now,  certain  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  the  contractors  as  to 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  paying  nature  of 
the  traffic  on  this  line,  and  I  think  sufficient 
evidence  weis  placed  before  the  Committee  to 

..  Q  show  that  this  line  will  be  of  a  pay- 
'  '  able  nature.  Contrasting  that  with  the 
other  lines  in  the  colony,  I  think  honourable 
members  will  see  that  the  probability  is  in 
favour  of  its  being  a  paying  line.  This  is  the 
only  railway  in  the  colony  that  has  not  to 
compete  against  any  steamer  or  sailing-vessel. 
Every  other  line  in  the  colony  is  subject  to 
competition  by  steamer  or  sailing-vessel — from 
Christchurch  to  Timaru,  Timaru  to  Oamaru, 
Oamaru  to  Dunedin,  and  Dunedin  to  Inver- 
cargill  itself.  Take  the  lines  in  the  North 
Island — from  Wellington  to  W^anganui :  that 
line  is  subject  to  competition  by  steamer; 
and  from  Wanganui  to  New  Plymouth.  Then 
take  the  line  from  Wellington  to  Napier:  Is 
not  that  subject  to  competition  by  steamer, 
and  not  only  for  the  goods  carried,  but  also  for 
the  passengers?  Will  the  line  between  the  west 
ooast  and  the  east  coast  bo  subject  to  any 
such  competition?  I  say  most  decidedly  not. 
Therefore,  looking  at  it  from  every  point  of 
view,  I  think  honourable  members  must  admit 
that  there  is  a  very  strong  argument  to  be 

S laced  before  this  House  why  that  line  is'very 
kely  to  pay  as  a  line  connecting  the  east  and 
west  coasts:  it  is  not  at  all  a  parallel  line  like 
the  east  coast,  upon  which  there  is  a  highway 
for  vessels  to  compete  against  it.  In  order  to 
further  support  this  contention,  what  do  we  find 
are  the  facts  with  regard  to  a  portion  of  this 
railway  which  has  already  been  constructed  by 
the  company  7 — I  refer  to  that  portion  between 
Brannerton  and  Beefton,  a  distance  of  about 
forty  miles.  We  find,  after  that  piece  was  con- 
struoted  by  the  company,  that  these  facts  were 
elicited  in  regard  to  the  traffic  upon  that  line 
After  it  was  opened,  and   up  to  the  present 


time :  On  page  15  of  the  evidence  attached  to 
the  report  presented  by  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  company's  proposals  this  session  we 
find  that  these  questions  were  asked  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  engineer  and  general  manager  of 
the  company : — 

"  122.  Mr.  Hutchison.]  Ccoi  you  say  how  the 
portions  you  have  mode  are  paying?  —  The 
piece  from  Stillwater  to  Beefton  is  earning  a 
gross  amount  of  about  £17,000  a  year.  We  are 
working  a  little  over  54  per  cent. 

"  128.  What  is  the  capital  ?— It  will  be  about 
£880,000.  The  line  is  practically  a  branch  one. 
The  traffic  is  to  and  from  Beefton  and  Grey- 
mouth,  and  from  the  settlement  on  the  line. 

"  124.  Mr.  Oiiinmss.']  How  long  has  that  lino 
been  open?— About  three  and  a  half  to  four 
years. 

"  125.  Do  the  receipts  show  that  the  traffic 
is  gradually  increasing,  or  is  it  stationary,  ot 
decreasing?  —  The  gross  receipts  have  been 
annually  £8,000,  £12,000,  and  £17,000,  for  the 
financisJ  years  ending  30th  June,  1892,  1B9S, 
and  1894  respectively.  It  is  steadily  increas- 
ing." 

That  shows  to  those  honourable  members 
who  predicted  that  this  line  and  this  com- 
pany would  not  pay  that,  although  the  mining 
interest  and  mining  industry  in  the  Beefton 
district  is  very  much  depressed,  and  has  been 
so  for  the  last  twelve  inonths,  yet  the  earnings 
on  this  railway  during  the  last  three  years  have 
steadily  been  increasing  from  £8,000  to  the 
end  of  June  of  the  present  year  to  the  rate  of 
£17,000  per  annum.  What  is  the  traffic  that 
is  likely  to  go  upon  the  line  between  the  east 
and  west  coasts?  We  have  it  in  evidence  in 
one  report  presented  from  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  two  years  ago,  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Martin  Kennedy,  than  who  there  is  no 
greater  authority  in  the  colony  on  the  question 
of  the  coal  traffic.  With  regard  to  the  coal 
traffic,  and  the  benefit  the  line  would  be  to  the 
coal  traffic,  he  states  that  the  coal  traffic,  in 
his  opinion,  from  Brunnerton  to  Christchurch 
would  amount  to  at  least  £75,000  per  annum, 
and  that  it  would  pay  the  present  mine-owners 
to  pay  the  Midland  Railway  Company  for  the 
transit  of  that  coal  from  Brunnerton  to  the 
Canterbury  Plains  and  into  Christchurch  a 
rate  of  lis.  6d.  a  ton. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— What  about  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  will  speak  about  that 
when  I  come  to  that  question.  I  do  not  want  to 
be  led  off  the  track  I  am  on  now.  Mr.  Kennedy 
also  contrasts  that  with  the  freight  paid  from 
Greymouth  to  Lyttelton,  which  is  only  7s.  6d.  a 
ton,  and  he  states  that  it  would  pay  the  pro- 
prietors better  to  pay  lis.  6d.  per  ton  freight 
than  to  send  the  coal  by  sea.  If  they  sent 
the  coal  from  Brunnerton  to  Greymouth  they 
would  have  to  pay  freight  from  Brunner- 
ton to  Greymouth,  2s.  a  ton.  That  is  for 
the  first  handling,  and  putting  the  coal  into 
the  steamer  at  Greymouth.  Then  it  is  to  be 
taken  to  Lyttelton,  and  taken  cut  of  the 
steamer  and  put  into  the  railway-trucks  at 
Lyttelton ;   and    then  you  have   to  add   the 
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mlage  from  Lyttelton  to  Chiistchurcfa.  There 
are,  consequently,  Ave  handlings  of  the  coal, 
whereas,  if  it  were  put  into  the  tracks  at  Bran- 
nerton  and  sent  direct  across  the  line  to  Christ- 
church,  to  .\xhburton,  Kaiapoi,  and  Lyttelton, 
there  would  be  only  two  handlings,  and  in  Mr. 
Kennedy's  opinion  the  naving  thac  would  take 
place  in  the  losa  of  the  coal  that  noces.sarilv 
occurs  through  those  several  handlings  would 
amount  to  such  a  sum  as  would  pay  the 
company  to  give  lis.  Gd.  a  ton  freiglitage 
across  the  Island,  instead  of  7s.  6d.  by  steamer. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  very  strong  argument  to  show 
that  his  opinion  is  well  founded,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  large  mineral  traffic  wliicli  would 
connect  the  coal-mining  industry  with  the 
larf<e  district  of  Canterbury,  where  so  much 
fuel  is  required,  because  timber  is  not  to  be 
found  upon  the  Canterbury  plains  for  firing 
purposes,  and  for  all  industrial  purposes  a 
large  quantity  of  coal  is  consumed  in  that  pro- 
vince. With  regard  to  the  timber  traffic,  what 
are  the  re.sults  that  have  come  about  since  this 
company  first  started — that  is,  on  the  two  lines 
from  Brunnerton  to  Jackson's,  thirty  miles, 
and  from  Beef  ton  to  Brunnerton,  forty  miles? 
At  the  present  time  no  less  than  eleven  dif- 
ferent sawmills  have  been  erected  on  these 
lines  of  railway,  and  the  result  is  that  these 
sawmills  at  the  present  time  are  actually  cut- 
ting and  sending  down  to  the  Port  of  Qrey- 
mouth  for  export  upwards  of  between  75,000ft. 
and  lOO.OOort.  of  timber  per  week.  What  does 
that  mean  ?  It  means  that  an  enormous  ex- 
port of  timber  has  been  developed  by  the  con- 
struction of  these  small  portions  of  the  line, 
and  that  naturally  goes  to  show  that  there 
necessarily  would  be  a  large  amount  of  mineral 
and  timber  traffic  over  this  Ime. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  could  always  go  by 
sea. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— We  have  seen  since  the 
railway  was  commenced,  with  regard  to  the 
export  of  timber,  that  the  West  Coast  has 
taken  np  a  position  which  no  other  place  has 
taken,  and  when  the  railway  is  completed  I 
say  that  timber  can  bo  carried  by  railway  to 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  We  shall  be  able  to 
send  our  timber  from  the  West  Coast  to  such 
an  extent  that  we  shall  get  a  large  amount  of 
traffic  by  it.  There  is  another  great  advan- 
tage if  the  line  is  completed.  It  will  open  up 
the  mining  industry  to  capitalists  and  specu- 
lators, many  of  whom  are  now  loth  to  invest  iu 
it  because  they  have  a  difficulty  in  getting  to 
the  locality  where  the  mining  is  carried  on,  and 
capitalists  do  not  like  to  trust  to  others  to  any 
extent,  and  they  have  to  go  to  the  fields  and 
the  different  mining  districts  of  Reefton  and 
other  places  to  look  after  their  interests,  and  to 
conduct  mining  operations  in  those  districts. 
This  railway  will  also  be  an  advantage  to  the 
Canterbury  Province,  and  particularly  to  the 
provinces  in  the  South  Island  on  the  eastern 
coast,  and  to  the  large  towns  where  labour  gets 
congested  and  employment  cannot  be  found 
for  the  unemployed  when  the  harvesting  and 
shearing  seasons  are  not  on  in  those  districts. 
Then  is  the  time  when  the  surplus  labour  has 
Mr.  Ouinnest 


no  outlet,  and  if  the  railway  is  made  there  will 
be  abundant  work  for  these  men  to  do.  They 
can  go  over  to  the  West  Coast,  and  would  be 
able  to  get  enough  gold  to  maintain  themselves 
without  clamouring  for  work,  and  an  advan- 
tage would  also  be  that  when  labour  was  re- 
quired for  the  harvesting  and  shearing  seasons 
la  Canterbury  it  would  bo  plentiful,  for  we 
sliould  have  these  men  going  back  to  tfast 
work,  because  of  the  means  of  communica- 
tion that  this  railway  would  afford  to  them. 
Then,  there  is  another  point — and  this  point  I 
do  hope  that  honourable  members  coming 
from  the  Auckland  District,  and  those  coming 
from  the  Taranaki  and  Wellington  Districts, 
and  some  of  the  sonthem  provinces,  will  beu 
in  mind.  That  important  return  that  the  Pre- 
mier quoted  from  when  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  I  think,  is  a  return  thtt 
ought  to  be  well  looked  into,  and  ought  to  be 
well  considered.  What  has  Canterbury  got? 
It  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  provinces  in  the 
colony ;  and  what  has  it  got  as  a  return  for 
what  it  has  added  to  the  consolidated  revenaa 
of  the  colony?  Why,  the  Hon.  William  Bol- 
leston,  when  he  was  Superintendent  of  that 
province,  handed  over  to  the  colony  out  of  tba 
Canterbury  chest  something  over  £800,000— 
nearly  a  million  of  money. 

Mr.  CKO  WTHER.— We  did  not  get  the  soma 
chance. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.- Well,  they  did  get  the 
chance  of  doing  it ;  and  I  ask,  what  did  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  or  Wellington,  or  an^ 
of  the  other  provinces  hand  over  to  the  chest  of 
the  colony  ?  Otago  might  have  handed  over  s 
little,  but  Canterbury  handed  more  money  oki 
to  the  colony  out  of  the  Canterbury  provincisl 
chest  than  any  other  province,  and  I  tbink 
that  is  a  fact  that  honourable  members  sboold 
take  into  consideration  when  dealing  with  this 
question.  And  I  think  the  statement  of  the 
Premier  that  Canterbury  has  had  nothing  given 
to  it  in  the  way  of  public-works  expenditaie 
deserves  consideration.  All  that  has  bieen  given 
is  the  shutting-up  of  this  land,  in  commos 
with  Nelson  and  Westland,  in  conneotion 
with  the  construction  of  this  line.  Speecbee 
have  been  made  against  this  measure  by 
honburable  gentlemen  who  ought  not  to  htw 
made  them.  I  allude  particularly  to  the 
speech  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  Why,  in  thii 
House  on  one  occasion  he  described  these  l»n^ 
as  worthless  that  were  going  to  the  eompsny; 
and  that  opinion  was  quoted  in  the  Londos 
money-market  as  the  opinion  of  an  emiaent 
authority.  It  was  the  authority  of  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  colony,  and  I  say  it  h»d  » 
tendency  to  prevent,  and  did  prevent,  the  com- 
pany from  raising  what  they  would  have  raise* 
otherwise.  And  if  the  company  has  not  befl 
capital  to  complete  the  line,  is  it  not  fair  no* 
that  the  company  should  have  an  opportoni^ 
of  carrying  out  the  completion  of  that  section 
of  the  line  which  the  financiers  at  Home  «« 
willing  to  advance  the  money  to  complete?  " 
has  been  said,  "  Why  not  complete  the  whole 
of  the  contract  ?"  but  I  ask,  can  you  make  » 
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company  that  has  no  means  to  carry  out  the 
work  do  so  ?  They  would  require  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the 
'work ;  and  if  the  company  say  they  can  find 
the  money  to  carry  on  one  section,  because  the 
financiers  can  give  the  money  on  Government 
security,  ro  that  the  line  will  pay,  I  ask,  ouglit 
we  not  to  give  that  security  for  the  lino  that 
has  been  locked  up  so  long?  Another  point  we 
ought  to  bear  in  mind  is  that  the  people  of 
Canterbury  and  Kelson  and  VVestland  have 
soSered  considerably  owmg  to  these  lands 
being  locked  up  for  settlement  under  the  liberal 
land-laws  which  have  been  passed  by  the  pre- 
sent Government  for  the  occupation,  sale,  and 
disposal  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  I 
say  emphatically  they  have ;  and  is  it  not  then 
right  that  these  lands  should  be  let,  if  there  is 
not  to  be  a  further  charge  upon  the  colony  1  I 
maintain  we  are  not  putting  a  further  charge 
upon  the  colony,  because  we  are  setting  free 
to  the  colony  large  tracts  of  land,  which 
will  leave  a  large  sum  over  and  above  the 
six  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  debentures.  Then,  again,  it  is  said 
that  these  lands  are  not  valuable.  Why,  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button)  tells  ua  that  those  lands  are  valu- 
able lands ;  and  he  is  one  of  the  few  members 
in  the  House  who  have  been  over  them.  It  is 
a  fact  that  in  Wcstland  District  alone  there  are 
over  three  hundred  applications  lying  in  the 
Land  Office,  and  the  number  has  been  ac- 
cumulating for  years,  from  people  who  want  to 
take  up  land  in  blocks  of  from  five  hundred  to 
two  hundred  acres.  In  the  Nelson  District  there 
are  upwards  of  eight  hundred  applications  to 
the  Laud  Board  and  the  company  for  land 
in  that  district ;  and  yet  it  is  said  that  these 
lands  are  not  valuable,  and  not  fit  for  settle. 
ment.  If  they  are  not,  how  is  it  that  we  have 
these  accumulations  of  applications  in  these 
districts  for  these  lands  ?  I  ask  this  question 
of  honourable  members  :  Are  we  getting  nothing 
back  for  giving  to  the  company  this  £018,000 
of  debentures?  What  I  have  stated  I  declare 
to  be  facts ;  and  ought  we  not  to  allow  those 
lands  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to 
let  the  Minister  of  Lands  settle  them,  and 
secure  their  permanent  occupation,  instead  of 
driving  our  population  away?  Sir,  we  should 
attach  them  to  the  soil,  and  make  them  per- 
manent settlers.  As  the  diggings  are  worked 
-out  so  must  we  settle  a  population  on  the  land. 
Then,  honourable  members  have  the  Premier's 
statement  that  the  company  has  a  right  to 
<;ome  to  the  colony  and  ask  for  an  extension  of 
the  contract.  If  the  contract  is  extended  in 
.  one  direction  the  locking-up  of  lands  must  be 
continued.  If  it  is  extended  for  two  or  three 
years  that  locking-up  will  be  continued  for  that 
time.  You  say,  "  Lot  them  complete  the  con- 
tract." They  cannot  do  it ;  and  what  is  to 
happen  ?  \Ve  shall  have  the  railway-lines 
lying  as  waste  stock,  and  of  no  use  to  those 
who  have  waited  patiently  for  them.  If 
there  is  any  justice  in  the  House — and  I  think 
there  is — I  say  that  sense  of  justice  should 
Kive  to  the  Canterbury  residents  that  which 


they  have  a  right  to  expect.  Canterbury, 
Westlaud,  and  Nelson  are  not  to  derive  any  ad- 
vantage from  this  work  because  the  company 
cannot  get  the  money  to  make  the  Nelson 
connection.  That  is  the  position  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
advocates,  and  the  position  the  honourable 
member  for  WaimeaSounds  and  the  honour- 
able member  for.  Nelson  City  are  advocating. 
And  I  ask  those  honourable  members,  if  they 
want  the  Nelson  connection,  will  they  be  any 
moro  likely  to  get  it  if  they  prevent  the  other 
part  of  the  line  from  being  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  colony  ?  If  the  other  portion  of  the 
line  is  made,  is  not  the  Kelson  connection 
more  likely  to, be  finished — the  ninety-seven 
miles  from  Reef  ton  to  Belgrove?  I  ask  honour- 
able members  if  they  have  considered  that 
point,  and  if  it  is  not  better  for  one  connection 
to  be  mode  rather  than  none.  I  have  a  good 
deal  more  to  say  on  this  question,  but  I  regret 
that  the  time  limit  prevents  my  doing  so. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  should  not  have  risen,  Sir, 
to  speak  to-night  had  it  not  been  for  the  mis- 
leading statements  put  forward  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton.  It  struck  me  at 
the  time  he  was  speaking  that  his  fluency 
actually  overcame  him,  and  ho  therefore 
made  such  rash  statements  that  I  do  not 
believe  he  could  really  remember  now  what 
they  were.  He  stated  that  the  Public  Works 
Statement  would  show  that  most  of  the  ex- 
penditure on  roads  and  bridges  had  been  for 
the  North  Island.  After  bearing  him  speak  I 
took  the  trouble  to  look  up  the  figures,  and  I 
find  that  exactly  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and 
that  most  of  the  money  in  that  Stat^ent  is 
to  go  to  the  South  Island,  and  not  to  the  North 
Island.  For  roads  and  bridges  and  mining- 
works  in  all  classes  in  the  South  Island  there 
is  £175,740.  For  roads,  bridges,  and  mining- 
works  in  the  North  Island  there  is  £105,506. 
Then,  taking  out  of  that  sum  the  amount  that 
is  going  to  the  North  Island  under  the  *'  loans 
to  local  bodies  "  conditions,  we  find  the  total 
amount  is  only  £120,000 ;  and,  taking  the  same 
fund  for  the  South  Island,  we  find  that  it  totals 
£105,000,  or  a  balance  of  £35,281  in  favour  of 
the  South  Island. 

Mr.  SliD DON.— That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  is  including  all  classes 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement  with  the  ex- 
ception of  railways,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
the  Premier  is  not  more  acquainted  with  his 
own  figures.  Another  misleading  statement 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton 
was  that  if  the  railway  were  made  they  would 
be  able  to  utilise  these  lands,  and  they  would 
be  able  to  utilise  to  the  colony  those  lands  in 
the  Westland  District  that  they  were  unable 
to  sell  at  the  present  time;  and  almost  in  the 
same  breath  he  -said  that  the  railway  would 
enable  the  Wcstland  people  to  get  their  food- 
supplies  from  Canterbury.  Well,  if  the  lands  in 
Westland  are  to  be  made  so  valuable  and  fit 
for  settlement  by  the  opening  of  the  railway,  I 
ask,  what  advantage  would  there  be  in  havmg 
their  food-supplies  carried  from  Canterbury  ?  I 
tbink  that  is  an  evidence  of  the  manner  in 
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which  we  are  misled  by  statements.  In  regard 
to  this  $ill,  I  was  elected,  in  common  with 
almost  every  member  in  the  colony,  to  oppose 
borrowing  for  the  making  of  railways,  and  I 
call  this  Bill  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  bor- 
rowing proposal  to  the  extent  of  £618,000,  and 
not  to  make  a  railway  for  the  colony,  but  for  a 
private  company.  All  this  "buncombe"  and 
nonsense  that  is  talked  about  getting  our 
lands  back,  and  getting  money  for  them,  is 
worth  very  little,  because  we  know  well  that  the 
change  is  made  because  the  debentures  will 
be  of  more  use  to  them  than  the  land  itself. 
Therefore  we  must  conclude  that  they  are 
making  a  better  bargain  than  they  have  made 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  colony  must  be 
the  'losers.  With  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  this  land  for  settlement,  it  strikes 
me  that  the  colony  is  doing  quite  enough 
in  getting  land  for  settlement  by  spending 
half  a  million  of  money  in  purchasing  Native 
land  and  private  lands  besides,  and  in  open- 
ing up  Crown  lands,  including  the  Awarua 
Block,  for  settlement  for  a  year  or  two;  but  if 
this  company  is  compelled  to  open  these  lands 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  or  the  Government 
can  resume  them,  I  do  not  see  what  benefit 
can  accrue  to  the  colony  from  paying  the  com- 
pany to  relinquish  them  before  the  two  months 
and  a  half  have  expired.  I  trust  the  good 
sense  of  the  members  of  this  House  will  pre- 
vent them  from  saddling  upon  this  colony 
another  burden  of  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
million.  Surely  we  have  done  enough  this 
session  to  burden  the  colcny.  Surely  we  have 
placed  a  heavy  enough  millstone  already 
around  the  necks  of  the  taxpayer^;,  without 
going  the  extreme  length  we  are  going  in  this 
Bill.  Surely,  if  we  are  to  help  a  private  com- 
pany in  this  way,  the  next  thing  will  be  that 
all  the  private  companies  will  come  and  ask  the 
colony  for  relief  from  the  burdens  they  have 
placed  on  their  own  shoulders  just  because 
they  want  to  benefit  the  colony !  I  should  be 
very  sorry  indeed  to  support  this  measure 
simply  on  the  ground  stated  by  the  Premier, 
that  the  Province  of  Canterbury  did  not  get  its 
fair  share  of  public-works  expenditure.  What  is 
that  principle  that  is  laid  down  but  the  prin- 
ciple of  log-rolling — the  old  game  of,  "You 
help  my  district  and  I  will  help  yours  ?  "  And 
it  seems  to  me  such  a  cry  should  not  come,  at 
any  rate,  from  the  Ministerial  benches.    If  Can- 

11  30  ''^''^'^''y  h^^  ""'  h^  ^^^  expenditure 
'  '  in  the  past  days,  and  other  districts 
are  now  having  theirs,  is  it  because  she  should 
have  had  it?  Ko,  Sir,  it  is  because  the  other 
districts  of  the  colony  have  needed  this  expen- 
diture, and  that  Canterbury  was  so  well  looked 
after  in  the  provincial  days  that  she  baa  no 
present  need  of  an  expenditure  of  money  on 
public  works.  Why,  Sir,  who  have  been  the 
strongest  in  this  House  in  advocating  that 
Canterbury  men  who  were  unemployed  should 
be  allowed  to  get  work  in  any  other  part  of  the 
colony  where  work  was  to  be  got,  and  which, 
I  say,  they  bad  a  right  to  get  1  Tlio  very  sup- 
porters of  this  measure.  They  advocated  it ; 
and  if  that  principle  is  right  and  proper,  why 
3Ir,  Pirani 


try  to  mislead  the  publio  by  saying  that 
enabling  this  contract  to  be  undertaken,  and 
employing  men  in  that  part  of  the  colony,  is 
a  work  that  is  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  as 
a  whole?  Is  it  not  cheaper  for  the  men  them- 
selves, and  is  it  not  cheaper  for  the  country,  for 
the  men  to  be  taken  where  work  can  be  pro- 
vided which  is  profitable?  And,  if  they  are 
compelled  to  do  their  share  in  opening  np  the 
country  by  the  construction  of  necessary  roads 
in  the  back-districts,  it  is  likely  to  be  as  pro- 
fitable to  the  settlers,  instead  of  opening  op 
country  by  a  railway  which  will  run  through 
the  barren  waste  that  we  have  heard  described 
on  all  sides  of  the  House.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  company  have  picked  the  best 
of  the  land — that  they  have  left  what  is  almost 
worthless  ;  and,  although  it  is  very  large  in 
area,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  the  greater 
part  of  it  is  of  very  little  value.  I  say  the  effect 
of  passing  this  BiU  will  be  to  take  over  what  is 
next  to  worthless  as  an  asset,  and  to  compel 
the  colony  to  bear  the  burden  of  constrnctiog 
a  private  railway,  while  all  the  benefits  of  this 
railway  will  be  conferred  simply  upon  private 
individuals.  If  this  contract  should  not  be  a 
profitable  one — if  it  should  not  pan  out 'ac- 
cording to  the  estimate — then  it  is  they  who 
should  be  the  sufferers,  and  not  the  colony,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  place  this  heavy 
burden  on  tlie  taxpayers  of  the  colony  in  the 
way  that  is  proposed.  Why,  what  will  be  the 
next  move  if  this  is  carried?  There  is  not  the 
least  doubt  we  shall  have  a  proposal  brought 
down  to  take  over  the  assets  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Bank  Company ;  and,  if  that  is  the  posi- 
tion, and  it  is  fair  and  right  to  take  over  this 
landed  property  for  the  farmers  of  the  colony, 
it  is  just  as  right  and  fair  that  the  colony 
should  take  over  those  enormous  assets  of  the 
bonk  company,  and  give  it  debentures  or  cash, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  settlement. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  the  whirligig  of  time 
brings  about  strange  things.  I  had  not  ex- 
pected to  hear  the  speech  I  have  just  now 
listened  to  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmcrston.  I  had  thought  that,  at  all  events, 
he  would  have  some  fond  recollections  of  the 
spot  which  at  one  time  was  near  and  dear  to 
him,  and  to  some  one  I  know  who  has  recently 
passed  away,  whom  I  do  not  like  to  mention; 
he  was  a  respected  West-coaster  and  a  very 
old  personal  friend.  I  should  have  thought 
that,  at  all  events,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  been  the  last  to  have  cast  the  re- 
flections he  has  cast  upon  the  West  Coast- 
its  people,  its  soil,  and  its  produetiveoesi. 
Sir,  It  appears  bard,  but  I  should  like  to  point 
out  that  a  speech  of  the  kind  we  have  just  ■ 
listened  to  is  simply  the  speech  of  one  who  has 
been  seeking  for  some  excuse  for  the  vote  be 
was  about  to  give ;  and  looking  round  he  has 
discovered  —  what  shall  I  say?  He  fancies 
he  has  discovered  good  and  sufficient  reason. 
Now,  as  to  what  the  honourable  gentlemsn 
says  as  regards  the  question  of  the  expenditure 
in  the  North  Island  as  compared  with  the 
South  Island,  I  say  that  the  statements  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton  ai* 
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absolutely  correct — that  if  you  take  the  Public 
Woiks  Statement  as  it  is  now  before  the 
House,  if  yon  take  the  whole  of  the  allocations 
on  railways  and  roads 

Mr.PIKANI. — Oh, no;  take  the  expenditure 
on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — The  honourable  member 
says  "  Oh,  no,"  you  are  not  to  take  the  railway 
expenditure.  I  say  it  is  grossly  unfair  to  take 
the  expenditure  in  one  class  and  leave  out 
altogether  the  expenditure  on  other  things.  I 
say  yon  must  take  the  expenditure  as  a  whole ; 
and  on  the  Public  Works  Statement  what  do 
you  find  ?  £167,000  for  the  Auckland  Provincial 
District,  £146,000  for  the  Wellington  District, 
and  £165,000  for  the  Otago  District,  whilst  ynu 
have  only  £25,000  for  the  District  of  Canier- 
bary.  I  say,  when  there  is  for  each  of  these 
districts  the  amount  of  money  that  is  given  in 
the  present  Public  Works  Statement,  and  that 
all  that  is  asked  under  this  proposal  is  to  pay 
the  first  issue  of  debentures,  it  is  but  little  to 
ask.  It  is  unfair  to  say  that  Canterbury  shall 
have  no  advantages  at  all — that  she  shall  be 
simply  the  milch-cow  for  the  rest  of  the  colony, 
that  she  shall  continue  to  produce  and  pay 
revenue,  and  when  there  is  a  necessary  pub- 
lic work,  which  will  help  the  well-being  of 
the  people  of  that  part  of  the  colony,  and 
the  prosecution  of  which  is  but  right  and 
just,  it  shall  be  denied  to  her.  That  simply 
means  this :  If  that  course  is  to  be  pursued  in 
future  it  will  recoil  upon  the  other  districts. 
It  will  make  the  people  of  that  part  of  the 
colony  agitate,  and  it  will  exactly  bring  about 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  was  an 
improper  thing  to  do — that  members  must  com- 
bine to  get  justice.  Again  referring  to  the 
whirligig  of  time,  who  was  it  introduced  the 
Bill  that  first  gave  power  to  the  syndicate  to 
go  Home  to  raise  tho  money  for  this  railway  ? 
Why,  Sir,  it  was  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the  Premier 
of  New  Zealand  at  that  time.  He  it  is,  Sir, 
who  is  reBponsible  for  the  first  contract,  and, 
if  a  difficulty  has  arisen,  he  is  the  one  who  is 
responsible  therefor.  And,  Sir,  what  has  been 
the  position  right  through  ?  If  honourable 
members  will  take  up  Hansard  for  1884,  1885, 
and  1886  they  will  find  that  the  position  is 
exactly  reversed  since  then.  Tliey  will  find  that 
the  then  meml)er  for  Kumara  was  contending 
for  the  West  Coast  gold-mining  interests  as 
against  the  proposal  that  was  made ;  and 
what  was  the  reply  given  by  the  honourable 
gentlemtm'i  colleague,  Sir  Julius  Vogel?  That 
what  they  desired  was  to  promote  tho  inter- 
ests of  the  West  Coast,  and  that  to  enter  into 
this  contract  would  prove  beneficial  alike  to 
the  whole  colony  and  to  the  several  districts. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  up  Hansard 
they  will  see  that  what  I  have  said  is  abso- 
lutely correct.  Well,  all  that  I  am  now  called 
upon  to  do  is  to  insist  that  justice  shall  be  done 
to  the  company,  which,  up  to  the  time  I  came 
upon  these  benches,  I  was  in  opposition  to  and 
which  I,  in  the  interest  of  the  mining  industry 
on  the  West  Coast,  had  to  fight:  in  fact,  at 
one  time  it  seemed,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
ahnost  like  personal  persecution.     But  I  lay 


all  these  matters  aside  when  it  comes  to  a 
question  of  public  duty.  Being  here  on  thsse 
benches,  and  finding  what  are  the  terms  of  tho 
contract  and  what  is  tho  condition  of  the  com- 
pany, I  am  bound  in  duty — and  it  is  a  duty  I 
believe  I  owe  to  the  whole  colony — to  sub- 
mit these  proposals  which  are  now  before  thft 
House. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER.— What  has  the  colony 
gut  to  do  with  the  condition  ot  the  company  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  may  be  asked,  What' has 
the  Government  got  to  do  with  the  condition 
of  the  contractor  who  has  got  the  Helcnsville 
Railway,  who  has  met  with  unforeseen  difficul- 
ties in  the  work  of  piercing  a  tunnel  through  ? 
Am  I  to  say  Co  him  and  his  sureties,  "  Be- 
cause unforeseen  difficulties  have  occurred,  I 
will  stand  on  the  contract.  Away  you  go ;  bring 
forward  your  securities  "  ?  I  am  not  called  upon 
to  do  that;  and  there  is  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  which  was  presented  the  other 
night,  to  show  what  we  are  going  to  do.  I  say, 
under  such  circumstances  a  Iilinister  for  Public 
Works  who  knows  his  position  and  his  duty  to 
the  colony  and  the  contractor  who  is  confronted 
with  any  such  unforeseen  difficulties  has  a 
right  to  use  common-sense  fairness  and  to  do- 
what  is  right  and  just.  That,  Sir,  is  the  posi- 
tion. To-day  the  question  was  raised,  and  I 
was  challenged  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  to  say  what  has 
caused  the  change  as  regarded  the  alternate 
blocks,  and  the  necessity  for  the  first  change 
in  the  contract  which  he  himself  has  con- 
demned. I  say  he  has  no  right  to  condemn  it, 
as  he  was  responsible.  Ho,  in  passing  that 
law,  was  responsible  primarily  for  tho  defects 
in  the  law.  If  members  will  turn  to  Haiisard, 
Volume  So,  June-July,  1886,  they  will  find  the 
following,  page  29,  of  date  the  22nd  June : — 

"Mr.  G.  F.  RiCHAEDSoN. — I  may  say  that 
the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  kindly  in- 
terpreted this  language  for  me,  as  follows : — 

"'"Lands  now  used  for  mining  purposes" 
would  include  only  lands  so  used  at  the  passing 
of  the  Act — not  noio  used.  "  Used  "  means,  I 
think,  actually  occupied.  "  Gold -workings  " 
would  probably  be  held  to  mean  much  the 
same  thing,  and  to  include  only  land  actually 
worked  at  the  passing  of  the  Act.' " 

That  is  of  the  very  clause  quoted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  today,  in  which  he  said 
mining  land  was  protected.  That  is.  Sir,  tho 
opinion  that  was  held  by  the  Attorney-General, 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  Ho,  Sir,  supported 
what  I  contended  for  when  tho  Bill  wns  going 
through  in  1884.  I  say  the  responsibility  for 
the  new  contract,  and  for  tho  abolition  of  the 
alternate-block  system,  rests  on  the  shoulders 
of  tho  then  Premier,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  now 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  That, 
Sir,  is  where  tho  responsibility  rests,  and  the 
whole  of  the  trouble  there  has  been  with  the 
company  from  that  time  to  the  present  has. 
been  owing  to  the  defect  in  the  first  contract 
which  was  given  to  the  company.  And  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  and  his  Government  must 
take  their  share  of  the  responsibility ;  and  I 
say  that  it  is  to  their  credit  that,  when  they- 
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found  tbe  condition  in  which  the  colony  was 
owing  to  the  defects  in  the  contracts,  they 
adopted  the  same  course  that  I  am  taking 
to-day  —  granting  concessions,  to  rectify  mis- 
takes and  errors,  and  to  rectify  the  wrong- 
doings of  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  and  of  the  Stout-Vogcl  Government. 
That  is  tlie  true  position  of  aCFairs,  and  there 
is  no  getting  over  that.  Then,  Sir,  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  said  to-day  that 
the  speech  I  made  in  introducing  the  Bill 
was  misleading.  He  made  that  statement 
at  the  commencement  of  his  speech,  but  he 
never  attempted  to  sliow  any  one  single  case 
in  whicli  I  had  misled  the  House;  and  what 
I  said  at  that  time  has  been  corroborated  by 
others  who  have  spoken  on  this  Bill.  I  was 
almost  amused  when  he  was  exaggerating  what 
was  the  effect  of  our  proposals.  He  said  there 
is  a  £21,000  liability  upon  the  colony  annually. 
What  did  he  propose  ?  What,  Sir,  were  the 
words  used  in  support  of  the  Meiggs  proposals 
submitted  by  his  Government?  Let  honour- 
Able  members  turn  to  Hansard  for  1885,  and 
what  will  ihey  find  ?  They  will  find  that  the 
Meiggs  proposals  were  these :  That  £97,000  a 
year  was  to  be  paid  for  a  period  of  twenty 
•  years.  In  addition  to  this  £97,000  for  twenty 
years,  there  was  the  condition — which  could 
not  be  denied,  and  which  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had 
to  admit — that  there  bad  to  be  paid  the  net 
amount  receivable  by  the  syndicate.  Turning 
to  page  538,  Volume  52,  of  Hansard,  this 
passage  occurs : — 

"  Net  amount  receivable  by  syndicate  must 
he  ninety-seven.  Government  also  paying  any 
deficit  in  working  expenses.  All  profits  from 
land  must  belong  to  tbe  syndicate,  these  pro- 
fits being  chief  inducement  investors.  Pay- 
ments under  guarantee  during  twenty  years 
recouped  from  profits  line.  Probably  built 
three  or  more  portions  by  separate  issues,  land 
being  allocated  here  rateably ;  therefore  neces- 
sary provide  guarantee  divided  rateably,  and 
failure  one  portion  not  entail  forfeiture  others. 
Saving  clause  present  contract  also  necessary. 
Nothing  less  than  these  terms  any  use  what- 
ever." 

I  say  here,  in  a  nutshell,  was  the  proposal 
•which  the  honourable  member  submitted  to 
this  Parliament :  £97,000  a  year  for  twenty 
years,  and  in  addition  to  that  the  Government 
to  make  up  any  deficit  in  working-expenses. 
He  complains  that  we  to-day  ask  Parliament  to 
grant  £21,000  a  year  as  interest  upon  the  de- 
bentures proposed  to  bo  issued  under  this  Bill  I 
Compare  what  we  are  now  doing  with  what 
be  himself  proposed  to  Parliament,  and  I  say 
the  comparison  is  in  favour  of  our  proposals. 
We  are  to-day  called  upon  to  rectify  the  errors 
and  blunders  committed  by  the  honourable 
member  and  his  Government.  When  he  con- 
sidered that  the  company  had  entered  into  the 
proposal,  and  there  was  no  power  to  recede, 
he  went  to  Napier  and  made  a  speech.  The 
contractors  bad  sent  their  agents  to  London 
with  documents  in  support  of  their  concessions, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  told  the  people 
&b  Napier  that  the  land  consisted  of  glaciers, 
Mr.  Scddon 


snowy  mountain-tops,  and  that  there  was  little 
or  no  timber  —  that  the  land  would  not  feed 
a  goat  to  the  acre.  Yet  he  himself  had  been  a 
party  to  making  this  contract !  The  statement 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  Kapicr  could 
have  no  other  effect  than  to  prejudice  the 
position  of  the  company  in  London.  I  trust 
that  the  position  taken  up  by  the  honourable 
member  on  that  occasion  is  one  which  no 
other  statesman  or  politician  will  ever  take  ap 
again  in  this  country.  But  the  honourable 
member  is  not  satisfied  with  having  done  that 
on  that  occasion ;  he  is  doing  the  same  thing 
now.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  practi- 
cally said  that  within  the  five-million-acre  limit 
in  Canterbury  there  is  no  good  land.  As  to  the 
West  Coast,  I  may  say  that  there  are  large 
tracts  of  good  country  there.  The  appIicatioDS 
prove  that.  There  are  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  acres  in  Canterbury  which  will  be 
taken  up  if  this  embargo  is  removed.  To  say 
you  could  not  get  three  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  fairly  good  land  out  of  the  five  mil- 
lions is  to  make  a  statement  which  is  entirely 
at  variance  with  the  facts.  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  read  the  contract 
to-night.  There  is  only  one  interpretation  of 
the  clause  he  referred  to,  and  that  is  that,  if 
the  Bl  value  of  the  area  set  apart  vrould  not 
come  up  to  £618,000,  there  is  power  given  to 
enlarge  the  area  of  selection  so  as  to  make  it 
come  up  to  £618,000.  There  is  no  doubt  ai 
to  that  being  the  correct  reading  of  the  con- 
tract. The  honourable  member  said  the  honour 
of  the  country  was  involved  so  far  as  the  Kelson 
connection  is  concerned.  It  is  only  under  cir- 
cumstances which  are  beyond  our  control  that 
I  should  be  one  who  would  ask  Parliament  to 
leave  Nelson  out  in  the  cold  whilst  we  made 
the  Canterhury-Westland  line.  But  the  com- 
pany is  not  in  a  position  to  make  the  whole 
line.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  and 
others  had  their  eyes  open  when  they  undertook 
this  contract  including  the  extension  to  Nelson, 
but  they  could  not  have  known  so  much  of  the 
country  as  I  do,  oi  as  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  other  honourable  mem- 
bers do,  because,  taking  the  portion  of  tbe 
country  which  this  branch  would  go  through, 
there  is  no  chance  for  some  years  of  settlement 
in  that  part.  I  say  we  are  not  responsible  fat 
that.  We  have  to  look  at  the  position  as  bnsi- 
ncss-men  would  do.  Has  tho  company,  so 
far  OS  it  has  gone,  done  its  best  in  regajd  to 
the  construction  of  this  line?  I  say  it  has. 
Hence,  I  ask,  why  should  wo  insist  upon  the 
company  doing  that  which  we  know  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  do  ?  Shall  we  as  prudent 
men  take  what  the  company  can  do  ?  Under 
the  circumstances,  which  are  extraordinary,  I 
say  in  doing  that  we  should  be  reflecting  credit 
upon  ourselves  as  an  Administration.  The  posi- 
tion of  tbe  Nelson  people  would  not  be  at  all 
improved.  It  would  have  been  much  better  to 
have  had  tho  railway  constructed  to  Korris's 
Gully.  Looking  to  the  future,  the  line  might 
have  to  be  constructed  a  few  miles  farther 
ahead.  There  is  a  point  to  which  Parliament 
would  be  justified  in  voting  money  for  on  exten- 
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siotk ;  and  I  wanted,  as  a  settlement,  to  get 
the  line  completed  by  the  company  to  Norris's 
Gully.  But  it  appears  to  me,  no  matter  how 
far  one  endeavoars  to  look  ahead,  or  endeavours 
to  befriend  people,  they  will  take  their  own 
wayward  course,  and  that  course  I  unhesi- 
tatingly say  here,  so  far  as  the  people  of  Kel- 
son are  concerned,  will  be  to  their  detriment. 
It  will  not  profit  them  one  jot ;  while,  in  the 
course  they  have  taken,  they  have  done  an 
injury  to  their  neighbours,  who  would  have 
profited  had  our  proposals  bean  carried.  I 
must  take  exception  to  a  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr. 
Graham)  when  he  said  that  it  would  have  been 
a  good  thing  for  the  oolony  if  the  manager  of 
the  company  had  been  deprived  of  his  liberty 
during  the  session.  The  honourable  member 
may  laugh,  but,  when  he  is  dead  and  gooe, 
some  one  may  rise  in  this  Chamber  and  quote 
that  statement  from  Hamard,  and  members 
of  the  House  of  that  day  may  not  know  the 
circumstances.  They  may  put  a  different  con- 
struction upon  the  statement.  Still,  this  will 
be  a  matter  of  record,  and,  where  we  have  a 
gentlemen  whose  honour  and  integrity  are 
nndonbted,  and  who  has  not  been  guilty  of 
lobbying,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  stated, 
to  have  such  a  statement  recorded  against  him 
as  that  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kelson  City  is  not  right.  The  remark  should 
not  have  been  made.  What  has  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  done?  Has  he  been 
lobbymg?  Has  he  been  asking  honourable 
members  to  sympathize  with  him  and  his 
troubles  ?  Yes ;  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
whenever  he  has  had  an  opportunity,  he  has 
been  impressing  upon  honourable  members  the 
desirability  of  voting  against  this  Bill,  because, 
he  says,  there  has  been  a  serious  wrong  done 
to  Nelson;  and  perhaps  more  than  one  honour- 
able member  has  been  ably  assisting  him  in 
lobbying.  But  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  been  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
pressing upon  honourable  members  the  neces- 
sity of  opposing  this  measure — at  all  events, 
of  maintaining  the  position  of  Nelson.  Do  I 
say  that,  because  of  that,  an  insult  should 
be  ofiered  to  them  1  I  simply  say  they  have 
done  what  they,  in  acooraance  with  their 
lights,  conceived  to  be  their  duty,  and  have 
acted  within  their  rights  as  colonists.  But 
the  honourable  member  mode  a  remark  this 
afternoon  which  he  ought  not  to  have  made, 
and  when  the  honourable  member  gets  his 
Hansard  proof  I  think  he  will  agree  that  he 
ought  never  to  have  made  such  a  statement, 
and  that  such  a  remark  ought  not  to  be 
recorded.  I  simply  call  attention  to  this  to 
show  the  length  to  which  extremists  will  go, 
and  to  show  that  they  must  have  a  very,  bad 
cause  when  they  resort  to  such  means  to 
further  that  cause.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  said  that  the  information 
given  as  regards  the  expenditure  is  entirely  mis- 
leading. The  following  are  the  figures:  There 
is  for  Auckland,  since  1886,  i!l,085,000;  Wel- 
lington, £931,000;  Otago,  £1,000,000;  whilst 
for  Canterbury  there  has  only  been  £268,000, 


whereas  their  own  land,  to  the  value  of 
£184,783,  has  gone  for  the  construction  of 
this  work,  making  together  the  small  total  of 
£452,956.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves. 
During  that  time,  whilst  this  railway  was  sup- 
posed to  be  under  construction,  practically 
nothing  has  been  going  to  Canterbury  in  com- 
parison with  that  spent  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  I  say  that  is  a  very  strong  argument 
in  favour  of  justice  being  done  to  that  district. 
Taking  the  proposed  expenditure  last  year, 
what  do  you  find  ?  Wellington,  Auckland,  and 
Otago  have  practically  had  amongst  them,  ia 
round  numbers,  above  the  amount  we  are  ask- 
ing now  for — £618,000 ;  and  if  you  take  four 
years  ahead  at  the  present  rate  of  expenditure 
each  of  these  districts  will  receive  more  than 
the  money  that  will  be  given  to  the  Canter- 
bury, Nelson,  and  Westland  Districts.  Then, 
12  0  ^^  '^ere  challenged  about  the  rela- 
'  '  tive  amounts  here.  The  total  amount 
here  for  the  oolony  is  £901,000,  and  I  say  here,, 
again,  taking  Auckland,  Taranaki,  Hawke's. 
Bay,  and  Wellington,  the  total  amount  was 
£426,488.  Where,  now,  axe  the  statements  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Falmerston  1  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  that  the  time-limit  exists.  The 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  said 
he  approached  this  matter  as  a  juryman 
whose  mind  was  unbiassed,  and  that  he  was 
determined  to  give  a  verdict  on  the  cose 
in  accordance  with  the  evidence  submitted. 
If  he  has  considered  the  evidence  submitted 
during  this  debate  I  say  that  he  should  vote  for 
the  BUI  before  the  House,  because  the  evidence 
and  facts  given  have  been  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
I  am  afraid  that  what  biassed  him  when  he° 
came  to  the  front  was  the  feeling  which,  I  fear, 
exists  on  the  part  of  some  members  in  this 
matter.  He  said  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment that  had  destroyed  the  value  of  this 
land.  I  say  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
has  not  destroyed  these  land-values.  It  has  not 
destroyed  the  land-values  of  Canterbury,  it  has 
not  destroyed  the  land-values  of  Westland,  and 
it  has  not  destroyed  the  land-values  of  Nelson. 
Why  should  he  say,  in  a  debate  of  this  kind, 
that  the  company  could  not  get  their  money 
for  the  land,  and  so  we  were  issuing  deben- 
tures in  lieu  of  the  land-grant  ?  There  was  only 
one  reason  for  his  saying  that,  and  that  was  to- 
bring  discredit  upon  the  Government  for  bring- 
ing forward  these  proposals.  No  other  meaning 
oould  be  attached  to  that  statement,  when  the 
fact  was  patent  to  him,  with  the  documentary 
evidence  on  the  desk  before  him,  that  all 
the  company's  troubles  arise  from  the  want  of 
capital.  It  is  not  a  question  of  land-value,  for, 
by  the  sale  of  land,  the  company  prove  that 
they  have  obtained  83  per  cent,  profit  on  the 
soles  up  to  to-day.  It  is  not  because  the 
land-values  have  fallen  in  the  area  set  apart 
for  the  railway,  it  is  because  the  company 
cannot  find  the  necessary  means  to  complete 
the  contract,  that  it  asks  the  Government  to 
deal  with  it  fairly  and  justly,  and  as,  I  think, 
it  is  entitled  to  be  dealt  with.  Under  all 
the  circumstances,  I  say  to  members  repre- 
\  sen  ting   each    and   every  part   of    New    ZeO' 
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land,  if  you  carry  these  proposals  yoa  will 
find  that  they  will  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  you  will  remove  a  serious  difficulty,  you 
will  leave  untarnished  the  honour  of  the  colony, 
and  you  will  prevent  litigation.  Otherwise 
you  will  have  the  position  of  matters  brought 
before  the  world  by  our  friends  at  Home,  who, 
instead  of  being  our  friends  and  assisting  us 
to  maintain  our  credit  in  the  future,  will  say 
that  they  cannot  trust  us,  for  when  the  oppor- 
tunity was  given  us  we  failed  to  do  what  was 
light  in  the  case  of  this  company.  I  say  that 
.justice  should  be  done,  and  if  justice  is  done  this 
Bill  will  be  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Premier  has  introduced 
matter  in  his  reply  which  I  had  no  means  of 
speaking  on  when  I  spoke  on  the  Bill.  There 
are  two  things  I  wish  to  refer  to.  He  said  the 
Government  of  which  I  was  Premier  agreed, 
under  the  tieiggs  proposal,  to  an  expenditure 
of  £90,000  a  year.  There  was  no  such  proposal 
by  the  Meiggs  Company.  The  company  asked 
£90,000  of  a  guarantee  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  we^  a 
guarantee  up  to  £30,000  a  year,  which  would 
Have  amounted  to  £348,000,  as  will  be  seen  in 
Eaiisard,  page  52,  in  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  speech 
when  considering  the  proposal ;  but  no  pro- 
posal was  adopted.  The  honourable  gentleman 
himself  voted  for  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  Meiggs  proposal.  The 
second  point  was,  that  I  was  responsible  for  the 
present  contract.  I  say  there  was  no  such  con- 
tract made  when  I  was  in  office,  and  no  such 
contract  was  ever  accepted  by  the  company 
when  I  was  Premier.  The  contract  now  sought 
to  be  altered  was  mode  on  the  3rd  August, 
1888,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  passed  in  1887. 
I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and  if  I 
had  been  in  the  House  I  should  have  op- 
posed it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  quoted  from  the  Meiggs 
proposals,  and  the  speech  made  by  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  when  he  introduced  those  proposals  Co 
the  House.  Subsequently  the  Government  did 
deal  with  the  proposals. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  again  that  the  refer- 
once  made  to  the  Meiggs  contract  was  correct, 
and  that  the  first  contract  was  signed  in  1884, 
and  that  Mr.  Matson,  Mr.  Taylor  Weston,  and 
Mr.  Hart,  of  Christchurch,  did  enter  into  a 
-contract  with  New  Zealand  while  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  Premier,  and  it  was  with 
that  contract  in  their  pockets  that  they  went 
Home  to  London. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. —That  is  not  the  contract 
now  in  existence.  The  company  never  ac- 
cepted that  contract. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 

Aths,  26. 

Buddo  Kelly,  W.  MoLachlan 

<3arroll  Larn'ach  Meredith 

Collins  Mackintosh  Mitchelson 

Hutchison,  G.    McGowan  Montgomery 

Joyce  MoKenzie,  J.  O'Began 

Jfr.  Seddon 


Parata 
Reeves 
Saunders 
Seddon 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Camoross 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Eamshaw 

Fra«er 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Smith,  G.  3. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 

Noes,  32. 
Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGuira 
McNab 
Millar 
Morrison 
Newman 


Word. 

TeUm. 
Gainnes* 
BasseU,G.W. 


PinkertoB 
Pirani 
Russell,  W.  a 
Smith,  £.  ](, 
Stoat 
Te  Ao 
Thompson 
Wilson. 

TtUen. 
Graham 
Mills. 


For. 
Cadman 
Duthie 
Flatman 
Pere. 


Paibs. 


Agaimt. 
Green 
Maslin 
Ihineau 

La  wry. 


Majority  against,  6. 
Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twelve  minotei  put 
twelve  a.m. 


LEGISL.\TIVB  COUNCIL. 
WedHeadag,  17th  October,  1894. 

Second  Beading— Third  Keadinga— Destroying  C*- 
less  Documents  —  Ministerial  Besidencei  Salt 
Bill— Native  Land  Court  BUI— Crimiiiil  Codi 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chsir  it 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Tongariro  National  Park  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Trustees  Bill,  Mining  Companies  Bill. 

DESTROYING  USELESS  DOCUUEXK. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved,  IW 
it  be  left  to  tlie  discretion  of  the  CUrk  ef  On 
Council  at  tlie  end  of  each  tession  to  diiint 
petitions  relating  to  public  Bills  patsei,  mi 
also  all  proofs  of  compliance  with  SlasAif 
Orders  relative  to  local  or  private  Biiis  fatt 
during  stich  session,  and  aU  petitions  pretcriri 
to  the  Council  prior  to  the  last  three  ]/txn,J»- 
getlur  with  such  other  documents  as  tu  kit  im- 
crelion  may  appear  useless,  or  have  no  fcutonMl 
value. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  Vut  oB 
the  words  after  the  word  "years"  he  smA 
out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  moved.  Thattisp^ 
lowing  words  be  added :  "  That  a  list  be  ^ 
pared  by  the  Clerk  of  Parliaiu*ts  dttrptf  ttt 
recess  of  all  further  documents  ahieh  maf  ■! 
be  considered  necessary  to  be  prtserted,  nirtrt 
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such  document*  be  destroyed,  if  no  resolution  is 
fasted  objecting  thereto  within  four  weeks  after 
Ou  list  has  been  laid  on  the  table." 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  s.dded." 


Ayes,  15.- 

Baillie                Jennings 

Rigg 

Barnicoat          Kelly 

Shrimski 

Buckley              Kerr 

Stewart 

Feldwick           Montgomery 

Swanson 

Jenkinson          Biohardson 

Taiaroa. 

Noes,  17. 

Aoland               MaoGregor 

Boynolds 

Bolt                   McLean 

Walker,  L. 

Bonar                  Oliver 

Whitmore 

Bowen               Ormond 

Whyte 
WUIiams. 

Mantell             Peacock 

Morris                Pharazyn 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  as  pre 

viously  amended  agreed  to. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES  SALE 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving. 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  secotid  time,  said 
it  was  a  simple  measure,  and  he  had  very  little 
to  say  about  it.  It  authorised  the  Qovernment 
to  sell  the  pieces  of  land,  and  the  buildings 
on  them,  known  as  the  Ministerial  residences. 
The  houses  were  not  suitable  for  the  purposes 
ior  which  tliey  were  originally  intended.  Take 
the  Tinakori  Road  residence :  he  did  not 
suppose  any  one  would  care  to  live  there,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  ask  Ministers,  in 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed,  to 
leside  in  establishments  of  a  character  much 
beyond  their  means.  The  object  was  to  dis- 
pose of  these  residences  in  the  way  indicated 
in  the  Bill,  and  in  the  meantime  they  could  be 
leased  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year.  This 
yraR  not  the  first  time  on  which  this  matter 
had  been  brought  before  the  Council.  In  1887 
a  Bill  was  passed  dealing  with  the  residences, 
but  unfortunately  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
The  question,  therefore,  was  not  a  new  one. 
It  was  thought  desirable  to  sell  them  because 
"they  were  costly,  and  considerable  expense  was 
incurred  in  keeping  them  up.  He  thought, 
himself,  it  would  be  a  very  wise  thing  to  sell 
these  residences. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  thought  it 
would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  the  Govern- 
jnent  and  Che  country  if  these  residences  were 
let  for  a  short  term. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  there 
-was  provision  for  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said.  Yes ;  but 
be  dissented  from  the  proposal  to  dispose  of 
the  residences  altogether.  He  agreed  with 
tbe  honourable  gentleman  that  the  salaries 
-which  Ministers  received  did  not  justify  them 
in  living  in  palatial  buildings  like  these,  and 
incurring  large  expense.  At  the  same  time, 
'Wellington  was  a  place  in  which  there  was 
very  little  space  and  accommodation ;   and  in 


view  of  the  possibility  of  such  buildings 
being  required  hereafter  by  other  Ministers 
who  might  succeed  the  present  ones,  and  who 
might  not  care  to  live  in  hotels,  as  most  of 
the  present  ones  did,  he  thought  under  the 
circumstances  they  should  retain  these  build- 
ings and  let  them  for  a  short  time.  With  all 
due  respect  to  the  Government,  he  could  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  agree  to  these  buildings 
being  sacrificed  at  the  present  time ;  and  he 
felt  sure  they  would  he  required  sooner  or  later. 
While  staying  in  hotels  a  Minister's  life  wlu 
not  a  happy  one,  for  there  he  was  approachable 
while  asleep  or  at  meals.  He  therefore  begged 
to  move.  That  tlie  Bill  be  read  tlte  secoTid  time 
tJiat  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  was  very  sorry 
to  see  that  the  Government  had  brought  for- 
ward this  proposal,  because  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  very  great  mistake  to  part  with  these 
buildings.  Two  of  these  residences  were  com- 
paratively small  buildings.  Tbey  were  cer- 
tainly not  houses  which  anybody  with  a  small 
family  would  find  too  large.  The  house  in 
Tinakori  Road,  of  course,  was  another  matter 
altogether ;  but,  if  ho  was  not  mistaken,  more 
than  one  promise  hod  been  made  or  implied  that 
this  place  should  be  handed  over  at  some  time 
as  an  endowment  for  a  university  for  Welling- 
ton. But  putting  that  aside,  he  though  t  i  t  would 
be  a  great  mistake  to  sell  these  buildings. 
Perhaps  he  spoke  somewhat  feelingly,  because 
when  he  was  asked  to  join  the  Government  in 
1872  he  made  inquiries  and  found  that  he  could 
not  get  a  house  at  all  in  Wellington,  and  the 
only  condition  on  which  he  came  up  to  Welling- 
ton was  that  they  should  find  him  a  house.  .  He 
was  kept  some  three  or  four  months  living  iu  a 
hotel  with  his  family  until  the  house  in  Moles- 
worth  Street  was  secured.  That  house  was 
certainly  not  too  large.  Since  that  time  there 
had  been  other  Ministers  who  had  found  difii- 
culty  in  procuring  houses,  and  who  had  made 
it  a  condition  before  coming  to  Wellington  that 
a  house  should  be  obtained.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  press  this  Bill.  If  they 
did,  he  would  certainly  oppose  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  could  not  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because  that  would  be  discourteous 
to  tbe  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  Bill ;  but  his  feeling  was  that  the  Bill 
should  not  be  dealt  with  this  session.  The 
salaries  of  Ministers  were  loo  low  to  justify 
them  in  occupying  these  residences ;  but,  being 
public  property,  the  residences  should  not  be 
hastily  disposed  of.  He  entirely  disagreed  with 
the  tendency  nowadays  to  get  rid  of  every  bit  of 
land  which  the  Government  possessed.  .By* 
and-by  they  would  have  to  buy  land  in  cities  for 

Eublio  purposes,  and  then  would  have  to  pay 
ig  prices  for  it.  Even  if  the  Government  lost 
a  little  every  year  through  holding  this  land, 
he  thought  there  should  be  some  reserves  kept 
in  the  town  for  public  purposes ;  and  he  there- 
fore objected  to  the  sale  of  this  land,  and  would 
vote  against  it  if  it  proceeded  further  than  the 
second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  hoped  other 
honourable    members    would  not    follow   the 
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leetd  of  the  Hon.  !Mr.  Kelly,  who  looked  upon 
this  matter  as  one  of  courtesy.  The  honour- 
able member  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the  Bill 
becaaso  he  thought  it  would  bo  discourteous 
to  the  Attorney-General  if  he  voted  for  the 
amendment.  He  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  could  see  no 
discourtesy  whatever  in  it.  Possibly  the  Attor- 
ney.General  himself  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
proposal.  The  honourable  gentleman  might 
perhaps  have  moved  the  Bill  in  a  merely  per- 
functory manner.  At  any  rate,  the  question 
vras  one  of  business,  and  of  due  regard  to  the 
future  interests  of  the  district,  and  of  the  colony 
generally.  In  the  first  place,  it  ha^  always 
been  the  practice  of  the  Council  to  carefully 
guard  public  reserves.  They  had  always  been 
very  unwilling  to  part  with  public  reserves,  no 
matter  of  what  kind.  As  far  as  he  could  see, 
under  this  Bill  the  money  would  only  go  into 
the  consolidated  revenue,  and  would  bo  spent 
— nobody  knew  how.  He  thought  it  would  be 
very  much  better  if  they  retained  these  pro- 
perties. It  was  quite  possible  that  at  some 
future  time  Ministers  might  require  houses  of 
this  kind.  All  Ministers  did  not  care  to  live  in 
lodgings  or  publichouses.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  reserves,  even  supposing  these  pro- 
perties were  not  used  as  Ministerial  residences, 
they  might  possibly  become  exceedingly  valu- 
able for  other  purposes  at  some  future  time. 
He  would  be  glad  to  see  a  portion  of  one  of  these 
properties  used  as  an  endowment  for  a  univer- 
sity or  other  public  purpose.  Ho  was  quite  con- 
vinced that  we  were  a  great  deal  too  ready  to 
part  with  every  scrap  of  land  in  those  towns 
which  were  growing  in  size.  He  thought  it  was 
a  great  misfortune  that  they  to  a  certain  extent 
had  parted  with  the  Botanic  Gardens.  It  was 
true  they  put  it  under  the  charge  of  the  town, 
but  still  they  did  part  with  it  so  far  as  the 
colony  was  concerned,  and  it  was  very  likely 
that  at  some  future  time  they  might  have  to 
buy  the  property  back  for  colonial  purposes. 
At  any  rate,  in  this  particular  case  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  to 
adopt  the  proposal  made  to  sell  these  proper- 
tics.    Ho  would  support  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE  thought  that,  what- 
ever they  did  with  these  residences,  they  should 
cease  to  bo  Ministerial  residences.  He  thought 
the  system  of  Ministerial  residences  and  also  of 
Ministerial  house-allowances  was  bod,  and  hod 
worked  badly.  The  residences  and  house  allow- 
ances should  be  done  away  with,  and  the  sala- 
ries of  Ministers  raised  proportionately.  Each 
Minister  should  then  be  allowed  to  do  as  he 
pleased.  The  existence  of  these  residences  was 
very  often  an  embarrassment  to  particular 
Ministers,  who  did  not  wish  to  occupy  one, 
and  who  yet  drew  their  house-allowance :  they 
were  accused  of  meanness  and  of  all  sorts  of 
things.  It  did  not  always  suit  a  Minister  to 
occupy  a  residence,  and  he  thought  it  would 
work  much  better  if  they  were  paid  higher 
salaries  and  allowed  to  do  as  they  pleased. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWBN  said  it  was  all  very 
well  to  say  that  there  were  plenty  of  houses 
in  Wellington,  and  that  any  Minister  coming  I 
into  office  could  do  as  he  liked.     Speaking  | 
Hon.  Mr.  Pliartuyn 


from  experience,  he  could  lay  that  hoasef 
were  not  to  he  got,  and  a  Minister  coming  into 
ofRoe,  and  having  a  family,  would  often  be  ab- 
solutely without  any  house  to  live  in  at  Wel- 
lington. It  was  very  often  the  case  that  » 
house  was  require  suddenly  on  the  formation 
of  a  new  Government.  There  were  only  three 
of  these  residences,  as  it  happened,  and  that 
was,  he  thought,  not  too  many.  He  also  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  should  not  aliea- 
ate  any  of  their  public  lands,  as  they  could  not 
know  what  the  future  exigencies  of  the  colony 
would  be,  especially  as  in  the  political  capitd 
the  Crown  possessed  very  little  land  for  any 
public  purpose.  He  thought  Wellington  hu 
some  right  to  claim,  after  all  that  had  beeo 
proposed  indirectly,  that  one  of  these  proper- 
ties, if  it  was  determined  to  dispose  of  them, 
should  be  utilised  for  a  university  college. 
Wellington  had  some  future  claim  if  these 
properties  were  not  to  be  retained  as  resi- 
dences. He  thought  there  were  sufBcient 
reasons  of  publio  interest  to  prevent  them 
from  hurriedly  and  recklessly  alienating  at  a 
low  price  what  might  some  day  be  of  great 
value  to  the  State.  , 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR  would  point  out  that  j 
there  was  a  clause  in  the  Bill  empowering  tlia  ' 
Government  to  lease  these  properties  until  the 
market  was  in  a  better  state,  so  that  they 
might  be  realised  upon.  He  could  not  see  the 
use  of  keeping  buildings  and  grounds,  which 
required  constant  expense  in  repairs  and  miin- 
tenance.  It  was,  he  thought,  also  unfair  t» 
ask  a  Minister,  with  the  salary  he  at  present 
received,  to  live  in  one  of  these  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, where  he  would,  no  doubt,  be  expected 
to  entertain ;  and,  as  the  buildings  could  not 
be  made  use  of,  it  was  time  they  were  diepoetl 
of.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Council  would  past 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  did  not  consider  this 
a  very  material  question,  because  the  amount 
of  money  involved  was  very  trifling.  He  thoDght 
it  was  inadvisable  for  the  Government  to  part 
with  these  properties,  hut,  if  it  were  thought 
that  retaining  chcm  led  to  a  certain  amoant 
of  expense,  that  expense  might  be  covered  by 
letting  the  houses  on  short  leases.  However, 
he  thought  that  in  the  future  some  men  might 
be  induced  to  take  part  in  the  government 
of  the  country  who  might  require  some  re- 
sidence where  they  might  have  privacy  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  Ho  thought  it 
was  absurd  to  think  that  because  a  man  lited 
in  one  of  those  residences  he  should  therefore 
be  called  upon  to  entertain,  as  Ministers  were 
expected  to  do  in  former  times.  That  time 
was  past.  Whatever  trifling  expense  there  «*s 
in  connection  with  keeping  these  three  resi- 
dences in  repair  he  was  sure  could  easily  be 
covered  by  letting  them  at  a  moderate  rental, 
so  that  neither  the  Government  nor  those  who 
might  wish  to  occupy  them  should  be  put  to 
expense  hereafter. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  «f 
the  question." 
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Baillie 

Bamicoat 

Bnokley 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 


Ayxs,  13. 
Kally 
Ken 

Hontgomeiy 
MoCallough 


Moliean 
Stewart 
Walker,  L. 
Whyte. 


Montgomery 

Taiaroa 
Wbitmore. 


NoEa,  21. 

Aolond  Morris  Richardson 

Bolt  MaoGregor        Bigg 

Bonar  Oliver  Snrimski 

Bowen  Ormond  Swanson 

Feldwick  Peaoock  Taiaroa 

Kenny  Pharazyn  Whitmore 

Mantell  Beynolds  Williams. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  negatived. 

Amendment  ;agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to 
be  read  the  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

IR  COMMITTBi:. 

Claase  16. — Appointment  of  sittings. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  moved,  That  the 
word  "  Minister,"  in  the  second  line,  be  struck 
out,  for  ihe  purpose  of  inserting  the  words 
«  Chief  Judge." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
port  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  14. 
Bamicoat  Jennings 

Bolt  Kelly 

Buckley  Kerr 

Feldwiok  McCuUough 

Jenkinson  McLean 

Noes,  12. 
Adand  Morris  Shrimski 

Bonar  Oliver  Swanson 

Grace  Ormond  Whyte 

MaoGregor        Pharazyn  Williams. 

Majority  for,  2. 

Word  retained. 

Clause  115.  —  Dealings  with  Native  lands 
prohibited,  except  under  certain  circumstEmces. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  moved,  That  the 
following  words  be  added  to  the  clause:  "or 
any  land  held  by  a  Native  in  severalty  in  any 
part  of  New  Zealand." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ates,  19. 

Acland  MaoGregor        Pharazyn 

Baruicoat  McCuUough       Richardson 

Bonar  McLean  Swanson 

Bowen  Morris  Taiaroa 

Feldwick  Oliver  Whyte 

Grace  Ormond  Williams. 

Jennings 

Noes,  6. 
Bolt  Kelly  Montgomery 

Buckley  Kerr  Rigg. 

Majority  for,  13. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Clause  116.  —  Bond  fide  transactions  may  be 
completed  under  certain  restrictions. 

VOL.  LXXXVL-eS. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  moved  the  follow- 
ing new  proviso  :— 

"  Provided  that,  in  the  case  of  any  block  in 

respect  of  which  it  has  been  ascertained  and 
certified  to  by  a  Judge  that  not  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  shares  have  been  lawfully  acquired, 
or  negotiations  entered  into  in  respect  of  a 
lease  of  any  of  the  remaining  shares,  such 
transactions  may  be  completed  although  such 
shares  or  interests  may  not  have  been  under 
negotiation  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

The  Committee    divided    on    the   question 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 
Ayes,  18. 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Feldwick 

Grace 


Kelly 

MaoGregor 
McLean 
Oliver 
Ormond 
Pharazyn 
Noes,  6. 


Richardson 

Swanson 

Taiaroa 

Whitmore 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Bolt  Jennings  Montgomery 

Buckley  Kerr  ^igg. 

Majority  for,  12. 

Proviso  added. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  the  third  time, 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Council  for  the 
Conference  had  met  the  Managers  appointed 
by  the  other  House  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  in  tins  Bill,  but 
hod  been  unable  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPEESENTATIVE8. 

Wednetday,  17th  October,  2894. 

Second  Beading— Third  Beading— Divisions  in  Han- 
sarij— Mining  Bill— Post  and  Ti-legraph  Depart- 
ment Bill— Beet -root  Sugar  Bill  — Coal  Bonus 
Bill — Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill — Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  Bill— Sea -fisheries 
Bill— Land  and  Income  Assebsment  Bill. 


Mr.    Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 
Pbatebs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Wilson  Land  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Wilson  Land  Bill. 

DIVISIONS  IN  HANSARD. 
Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Chairman 
of  the  Debates  and  Printing  Committee,  If 
means  can  be  devised  whereby  accurate  reports 
of  divisions  may  in  future  appear  in  Mansard  } 
He  asked  this  question  in  consequence  of 
having  looked  up  the  division  in  which  he 
certainly  voted  on  the  Government  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill  on  the  25th  September.  The 
I  motion  was  to  strike  out  £500,000  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  reducing  the  limit  of  borrowing  to 
£1,000,000.  He  found  he  was  not  recorded  as 
having  voted  on  that  occasion.  He  did  vote  jn 
favour  of  the  amendment.  He  believed  this 
was  not  a  solitary  instance  of  mistakes  occur- 
ring in  divisions. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  difficulty  did  not 
arise  with  the  reporters,  but  rather  with  the 
tellers  of  the  House,  who  were  sometimes  very 
careless  in  marking  the  names  of  honourable 
members  who  had  voted,  their  marks  not 
always  being  opposite  the  names,  but  some- 
times between  two  names.  Therefore  it 
became  very  difficult  indeed  to  say  which 
member  had  voted. 

MINING  BILL. 
Mr.  CADMAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  proposed,  after  the  second 
reading,  to  send  it  to  the  Goldfields  Committee. 
The  main  feature  of  the  Bill  was  to  make  more 
suitable  regulations  to  control  and  safeguard  the 
expenditure  of  money  voted  on  the  estimates 
under  the  head  of  "  Development  of  Gold- 
fields."  Honourable  members  were  aware  that 
of  late  years  the  areas  of  the  richest  and  moat 
available  portions  of  our  gold-bearing  districts 
had  been  considerably  reduced.  Our  system 
of  mining  had  been  almost  entirely  revolution- 
ised. We  had  yet,  of  course,  much  to  learn  in 
the  way  of  dealing  with  our  mining  industry: 
at  the  same  time,  when  we  came  to  look  back 
on  the  good  work  which  had  been  done  by  our 
schools  of  mines,  he  thought  honourable  mem- 
bers would  agree  with  him  that  the  expendi- 
ture on  those  schools  had  been  ono  of  the  best 
investments  which  the  colony  had  ever  made 
in  respect  to  the  mining  industry.  He  was 
Tery  glad  to  notice  that  the  students  from  one 
of  the  leading  schools — that  at  the  Thames- 
were  all  able  to  obtain  positions  directly  they 
left  the  school.  To  keep  pace  with  science  we 
should  have  to  alter  our  system  of  working. 
In  quartz-reefing  districts  different  classes  of 
machinery  and  procesFc^l  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary, in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  the  ore 
to  be  treated.  Then  there  was  a  consensus 
of  opinion  that,  on  alluvial  fields,  we  must  go 
very  largely  into  the  question  of  hydraulic 
sluicing.  On  the  northern  goldfields  of  late 
years  there  had  been  a  very  strong  cry  in 
favour  of  deep-level  mining ;  and  a  cry  had 
come  up  from  the  South  Island  and  the  West 
Coast  respecting  the  question  of  getting  more 
water  for  sluicing  purposes.  Of  course  all  this 
would  cost  money.  After  careful  consideration 
the  Government  had  decided  to  render  assist- 
ance to  this  industry  on  these  various  lines. 
He  might  say  that  any  help  which  was  given 
to  the  industry  would  be  in  the  way  of  pound 
for  pound  —  that  persons  interested  would 
have  to  provide  one-half  the  money.  Then, 
again,  so  far  as  geology  went,  the  reports  they 
had  they  found  were  all  exceedingly  favour- 
able to  explorations  at  greater  depths.  But  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
aid  deep-sinking  in  a  large  way,  and  under  the 
Bill  it  was  proposed  to  give  Government  aid  to 
one  deep  shaft  in  each  portion  of  the  goldfields 
JIf.  0.  SiUehiaon 


of  the  colony — ^namely,  one  in  Aaddand,  one 
on  the  West  Coast,  and  one  in  Otago.  Again, 
so  far  as  hydraulic  sluicing  in  the  South  Island 
was  concerned,  there  was  the  question  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  rivers  and  watercoorset, 
which  must  necessarily  follow ;  and,  of  oonrae, 
with  the  increased  volume  of  water  to  be  used 
in  the  hydraulic  sluicing,  there  no  doubt  would 
be  injury  done  in  the  course  of  time  to  the  lov- 
lying  lands.  Provision  was  made  under  the 
Bill  to  meet  that.  He  might  say,  farther,  that, 
although  injury  would  arise  in  coarse  of  time, 
it  would  take  a  great  many  years  before  it 
would  arrive  at  that  stage  when  the  expendi- 
ture need  cease.  Clause  2  provided  for  regula- 
tions regarding  the  matters  he  had  explained. 
Under  clauses  3  and  i — "  Water-races  " — there 
was  simply  an  extension  of  the  powers  already 
given  in  the  Mining  Act  to  enable  Couniy 
Councils  to  deal  with  those  people  who  were 
using  the  water.  Section  6  made  provision  for 
dredging  below  low-water  mark.  Hitherto,  on 
the  sea-coast  there  was  no  power  to  give  suitable 
authority  to  those  who  required  dredging 
claims  below  low-water  mark.  The  rest  of  the 
Bill  dealt  with  other  matters  legislation  on 
which  was  necessary  for  the  North  Islanj 
goldfields,  and  provided  that  managers  must 
hold  certificates  where  the  cyanide  process  vras 
being  used.  Under  the  present  law  the  mine- 
manager  was  responsible  where  this  cyanide 
process  was  used,  but  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  battery  superintendent  should  be 
in  charge  of  the  plant,  and  the  mine-manager 
could  not  be  held  responsible.  The  Bill  vas 
intended  to  meet  cases  of  that  kind. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  object  to  the  variom 
clauses  of  the  Bill  except  in  regard  to  clause 
2,  which  seemed  to  him  to  conflict  with  itaeli. 
That  clause  said  that  the  aid  to  be  given 
for  deep-sinking  was  to  be  apportioned  and 
applied  as  the  Minister  might  approve;  and 
then  it  went  on  to  say,  "  For  the  purposes  of 
such  assistance  as  aforesaid  the  Governor  ui 
Council  may  make  regulations  prescribing," 
et  cetera.  He  thought  the  whole  thing  shoold 
have  been  simply  in  the  terms  of  the  regula- 
tion. There  was  also  a  clause  that  required 
amending  which  he  had  mentioned  to  the 
honourable  member,  but  he  should  refer  to 
that  in  Committee,  as  he  did  not  wish  now 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 

Bill  rea(I  a  second  time. 

POST  AND  TELEGR.\PH  DEPART- 
MENT BILL. 
Mr.  WARD  said  this  Bill  contained  amend- 
ments in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
in  several  important  matters.  In  the  £rst 
instance,  it  proposed  to  legally  amalgamate 
the  two  deportments.  They  had  been  amalga- 
mated, he  might  say,  so  far  as  the  working  of 
the  departments  was  concerned,  for  some  time, 
and  it  was  now  necessary,  in  order  to  properly 
conduct  the  administration,  to  have  thiem  con- 
nected by  statute.  In  the  proposal  they  would 
see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  department  took 
the  position  formerly  occupied  by  the  Super- 
intendent, and  exercised  control  over  both  d»- 
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,paTUnents.  He  would  direct  tbo  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  instead  of  two  officers 
being  in  the  First  Division  there  were  now  three. 
This  had  been  rendered  necessary  because  the 
departments  had  grown  to  an  enormous  extent 
during  late  years,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  Lemon  an  opportunity  was 
taken  of  strengthening  the  executive  staff  so 
as  to  overtake  the  increasing  work  of  the  de- 
partment. Ho  might  say  that  although  there 
were  three  officers  in  the  first  division,  as  in- 
dicated in  the  Bill,  the  changes  made  had 
resulted  in  a  saving  to  the  colony  of  £275  a 
year.  Honourable  members  would  also  notice 
that  section  5  set  up  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  con- 
nection with  the  classification  of  the  service. 
This  was  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  as  the 
officers  in  the  service,  if  they  felt  they  had  a 
grievance,  might  submit  it  to  a  Court  of  Ap- 
peal and  have  it  properly  investigated.  Here 
the  right  was  given  to  officers  to  elect  one  of 
their  number  to  the  Board  of  Appeal ;  and  it 
was  further  provided  that  the  head  of  the  de- 
partments—  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  and 
Telegrapli  Department — should  be  one  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Board,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Electric  Lines  the  other.  Another  important 
alteration  in  the  Bill  was  in  regard  to  officers 
in  the  Sixth  Class  who  had  now  the  £180 — the 
maximum.  To  some  extent  a  block  took  place 
in  this  class,  and  it  appeared  to  him  the  best 
way  of  meeting  that  difficulty  would  be  by 
giving  two  additions  of  £10  to  officers  who  had 
been  over  twenty  years  in  the  service.  This 
would  enable  a  number  of  deserving  officers  to 
get  an  increase  after  twenty  years,  and,  when 
promoted,  to  start  in  the  Fifth  Class  at  £200 
instead  of  £190.  Tliese  were  the  principal 
alterations  in  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  commend  themselves  to  the  House: 
they  were  proposed  with  the  view  of  making 
the  service  more  workable  than  it  was. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that,  having  brought  the 
grievance  of  the  telegraph  operators  under  the 
notice  of  the  Minister,  ho  was  glad  to  find  him 
making  some  provision  for  it.  The  point,  how- 
ever, to  which  he  wished  to  draw  attention 
was  this :  The  amount  proposed  for  cadets 
was  too  high,  and,  consequently,  the  service 
was  besieged.  Every  one  wanted  to  get  cadets 
into  the  service.  There  was  not  sufficient 
difference  between  the  cadets'  last  year  of  ser- 
vice and  the  officers'  service.  He  thought  it 
was  the  high  scale  of  tlie  cadet  service  which 
made  the  cost  of  the  service  so  great.  The 
payments  ran  up  to  £100  per  annum  for  cadets, 
which  was  out  of  proportion  to  the  salaries  of 
officers  in  the  service,  and  exceeded  the  remu- 
neration paid  in  commercial  or  in  banking 
offices. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  only  wanted  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  this  Bill,  which  he  was  supporting.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  a  block  took 
plaue  in  the  Sixth  Class,  but  he  thought  the 
block  was  a  little  lower  down.  He  had  had 
gevtcal  appeals  from  members  of  the  Post  and 
Teli'graph  service,  and  from  what  he  had  heard 
tliey  were  rather  apt  to  stick  in  the  higher 
raiiges  of  the  cadets,  and  before   they  were 


transferred  to  the  higher  class.  He  thought 
the  Minister  was  aware  there  was  a  block  in 
that  respect.  He  might  say,  with  reference  to 
the  Boajrd  of  Appeal,  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
good  thing ;  but,  as  they  were  having  Boards  of 
Appeal  now  all  over  the  place,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  State,  probably  it  would  be  better  • 
to  have  one  Board  of  Appeal  instead  of  dividing 
it  up  in  this  way.  And  he  would  point  out  that 
a  Board  of  Appeal  which  consisted  of  two  of 
the  highest  officers — who  would  probably  dis- 
miss a  man — and  one  outsider  was  not  much 
of  a  Board  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  WARD. — He  can  appeal  to  the  Minister. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  might  bo  so ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Board  as  proposed  to 
be  constituted  was  an  exceedingly  weak  one. 
A  person  who  was  dismissed  would  have  to  ap- 
peal to  the  persons  who  hod  dismissed  him  and 
to  one  other  person ;  but  the  two  would  have  ab- 
solute control,  and  therefore,  unless  the  Board 
was  altered  a  good  deal,  it  would  be  almost  a 
sham.  The  Bailway  Board  of  Appeal,  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  brought  before  the 
House  some  time  ago,  was,  in  his  (Dr.  New- 
man's) opinion,  much  preferable  to  this  one, 
which,  he  thought,  should  be  altered. 

Mr.  Pm.\NI  trusted  that  this  Bill  svould  not 
be  allowed  to  go  through  in  its  present  form. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  higher  officers  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  were  taking 
advantage  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  legiti- 
mate grievance  in  that  department  in  reference 
to  the  Sixth  Class  so  as  to  get  promotion  for  one 
of  themselves.  If  honourable  members  would 
look  carefully  at  the  Bill  they  would  see  that 
there  was  one  officer,  who  held  the  post  of  In- 
spector of  Post-offices,  who  had  only  been  twenty 
years  in  the  service,  and  he  was  jumped  over 
the  heads  of  officers  who  had  been  twenty-nine 
and  thirty  years  in  the  service  in  the  First  Class ; 
with  the  result  that  if  there  was  a  vacancy  in 
the  Secretaryship  —  of  course,  that  was  not 
likely  ;  it  was  not  an  immediate  contingency, 
but  it  might  be  a  remote  one — if  there  was  a 
vacancy  in  tlie  Secretaryship  that  officer,  who 
had  been  only  twenty  years  in  the  service,  could 
be  jumped  over  the  head  of  the  present  excellent 
Superintendent  of  the  Telegraph  Department, 
and  over  the  heads  of  many  officers  who  ha<) 
more  claim  than  himself  to  the  position,  owing 
to  their  length  of  service.  Then,  the  present 
Inspector,  who  was  to  be  jumped,  in  that  way, 
had  been  imp9rted  from  Home  because  he  had 
special  knowledge  with  reference  to  postal  busi- 
ness, and  were  he  removed  from  that  position 
in  which  his  special  knowledge  was  available, 
and  put  into  another  position,  the  reason 
for  his  appointment  would  vanish  altogether. 
That,  he  thought,  would  be  a  calamity,  and  it 
would  be  doing  a  very  unfair  thing  to  other 
officers  in  the  service  who  were  more  entitled 
to  promotion  to  higher  grades  from  length  of 
service  and,  he  might  say,  from  ability  to  serve 
the  colony.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  had  told  them  that  the  re- 
arrangement consequent  upon  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Lemon  save^  the  colony  £275  a  year, 
but  forgot  to  tell  the  House  that  Dr.  Lemon's 
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pension  \tm  not  leckoned  in  that  rearrange- 
ment at  all.  II  they  reckoned  in  that  pension 
ihey  would  find  that  there  was  a  very  large 
loss  to  the  colony  by  the  rearrangement  of  the 
service,  instead  of  the  saving  mentioned.  He 
also  thought  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  as  con- 
Btitntod  was  hardly  a  fair  one.  If  there  was 
any  necessity  for  a  Court  of  Appeal  at  all, — and 
the  Postmaster-General  said  there  was, — then 
that  Court  of  Appeal  must  be  impartial.  If 
they  took,  for  instance,  the  Railway  Court  of 
Appeal,  they  would  perceive  that  it  was  con- 
stituted very  differently  from  the  Court  of 
Appeal  constituted  under  this  Act,  and  it  was 
very  much  fairer.  He  thought  that  the  Post- 
master -  General  ought  to  reconsider  having 
what  was  practicaUy  a  nominated  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  allow  the  ofiScers  to  elect  those 
who  they  thought  would  best  serve  them  on  a 
Court  of  Appeal.  That  was  allowed  to  be  the 
tale  in  connection  with  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, and  he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any 
special  reason  in  connection  with  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  service  why  the  same  provision 
should  not  be  allowed.  If  it  were  left  to  the 
officers  at  the  head  of  the  service  it  was  only 
natural  to  suppose  they  would  uphold  their  own 
decisions,  and  would  uphold  the  ofScers  who 
Irere  associated  with  them  in  work,  and  there- 
fore it  would  not  be  anything  like  the  impar- 
tial tribunal  they  had  in  connection  with  the 
railway  system.  He  trusted  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  think  the  matter  over  and  see 
that  it  was  advisable,  if  they  were  going  to  have 
a  Court  of  Appeal  at  all  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  the  service,  that  it  should  be  a  Court 
of  Appeal  more  than  in  name. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  agreed  with  the  measure 
in  setting  up  a  Court  of  Appeal,  provided  the 
Court  was  one  that  persons  wishing  to  appeal 
could  appeal  to  with  conSdence.  He  thought 
the  constitution  of  the  Court  should  be  con- 
siderably altered,  and,  as  he  would  not  have 
the  opportunity  when  the  Bill  was  in  Commit- 
tee to  move  in  that  direction,  he  would  suggest 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Postmaster-General 
that  the  Court  should  be  constituted  in  this 
way :  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  the 
City  of  Wellington,  an  officer  elected  by  the 
postal  branch,  and  an  officer  elected  by  the 
telegraph  branch.  That  was  the  Court  he 
would  suggest.  There  was  an  objection  to 
having  a  general  election  from  amongst  all  the 
officers  of  the  service,  because  they  would  in- 
clude all  in  the  telegraph  branch  and  all  in  the 
post-office  branch.  As  the  telegraph  branch 
was  much  larger  than  tlie  postal  branch,  it 
would  be  unfair  to  leave  the  whole  of  the 
power  with  the  telegraph  branch  to  elect  a  per- 
son to  sit  on  the  Court.  He  thought  there 
should  be,  so  to  speak,  two  electoral  colleges, 
the  telegraph  and  postal  branches  each  electing 
one  man.  If  the  Minister  in  charge  thought 
that  any  of  tho  head  officers  should  be  called 
upon  to  sit  on  the  Court,  he  thought  that,  in 
the  case  of  appeals  in  the  postal  branch,  the 
Secretary  should  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Board ; 
and,  in  the  case  of  appeals  by  members  of  the 
telegraph  branch,  then  the  Superintendent  of 
Mt.  Pirani 


Telegraphs  should  be  the  Chairmaa  of  the 
Board.  That  would,  he  thought,  be  a  mooli 
fairer  and  better  Court  of  Appeal  than  the  one 
attempted  to  be  set  up  by  the  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  olassiiication,  a  great 
deal  might  be  said.  It  seemed  that  some  afi- 
cers  in  the  department  appeared  to  be  able, 
although  they  had  only  served  for  a  few  yean, 
to  jump  into  salaries  in  excess  of  the  salaries 
received  by  those  who  had  served  for  eighteen  ot 
twenty  years.  How  it  was  done  the  Postmaster- 
General  ought  to  know.  Whether  be  todc  | 
sufficient  cognisance  of  the  working  of  th« 
department  to  be  able  to  tell  them  he  (Hi. 
Guinness)  could  not  say ;  but  if  members  looked  | 
at  the  list  they  would  see  numerous  instaneei 
of  officials  who  had  been  appointed  for  a  few 
years,  but  who  yet  held  positions  far  superior 
to,  and  who  were  getting  larger  salaries  thu, 
officers  who  had  been  in  the  service  for  eighteei 
or  twenty  years.  That  was  a  matter  nhieh 
should  be  reviewed,  and  that  sort  of  thing 
should  not  be  allowed.  He  cordially  supported 
the  Bill,  with  the  amendment  he  hcid  suggestad 
in  reference  to  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  speak  as  he  had  with 
regard  to  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Such  a  Conrt 
was  very  much  required  in  all  the  departments, 
%nd  he  thought  the  suggestion  made  by  ths 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  very  fair  ont. 
There  was  another  matter — with  reference  ta 
the  Assistant-Inspectorship.  He  really  thought 
that  the  proposal,  if  carried  out,  would  be  un- 
fair to  the  present  Superintendent,  seeking  u 
it  did  to  put  Mr.  Rose,  who  was  many  yean 
junior  to  Mr.  Logan,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  Superintendent — for  what  reason,  of  comss, 
no  one  could  understand,  hut  there  was  evi- 
dently more  than  what  appeared  on  the  tv» 
of  the  Bill ;  and  he  hoped  that  when  in  Com- 
mittee some  steps  would  be  taken  to  see  that 
justice  was  done  to  Mr.  Logan,  and  that  if  Mr. 
Rose  was  raised,  as  it  was  proposed  to  raiM 
him  by  the  Bill,  some  substantial  ja^tict 
would  be  done  to  Mr.  Logan.  He  appealed  to 
honourable  gentlemen  to  stand  by  Mr.  Logu 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  and  see  that 
justice  was  meted  out  to  him.  It  was  proposed 
to  add  something  like  £100  a  year  to  Ml 
Rose's  salary,  and  put  him  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  Mr.  Logan,  who  was  many  years  his 
senior  in  office. 

Mr.  BUDDO  had  no  objection  to  the  Minis- 
ter  in  charge  of  the  department  making  any 
fresh  departure  he  might  think  for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  working  of  this  portion  of  the  Civil 
Service,  but  he  strongly  objected  to  any  farther 
increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  officials.  No 
doubt  there  might  be  a  necessity  for  the  cl&nse 
whicli  aSccted  the  appointment  of  special 
officers  in  the  department,  and  no  doubt  the 
Board  of  Appeal  might  be  very  necessary  for 
a  judicial  manner  of  dealing  with  questions 
that  might  come  forward  when  there  was  any 
friction  between  the  employ^  and  heads  of 
departments.  In  clause  6,  however,  there  was 
a  schedule  which  practically  raised  the  salaries 
of  officials  who,  he  considered,  were  at  the  pze- 
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sent  time  very  much  overpaid.  If  any  small 
advance  was  to  be  given  to  those  in  the  lower 
grades  of  the  service,  he  would  make  no  objec- 
tion. He  considered  the  State  should  not  only 
be  a  model  employer,  but  should  also  pay 
standard  wages  —  if  anything,  a  little  in  ad- 
vance ;  but  he  considered  it  the  duty  of  the 
Eonee,  and  particularly  of  the  democratic  ele- 
ment in  it,  to  see  that  nothing  was  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  many  for  the  express  benefit  of 
the  few  who  were  benefited  by  the  Bill.  He 
would  point  out  that  there  was  no  special  rise 
in  the  wage  of  the  average  artisan  or  clerk  in 
commercial  houses,  or,  at  any  rate,  very  little. 
They  obtained  a  position  in  their  service  which 
entitled  tliem  to  a  certain  wage,  and  they 
received  that  wage,  and  it  was  only  in  very  ex- 
ceptional cases  where  a  large  rise  was  given, 
where  especial  ability  was  wanted  for  a  special 
post.  Artisans  were  in  the  same  position :  they 
attained  a  certain  position,  where  they  got  a 
standard  wage.  But  here  there  seemed  to  be 
a  special  Conservative  element,  and  they  were 
to  bolster  up  this  service  —  and  ho  specially 
mentioned  this  part  of  the  Service,  as  it  was 
well  known  that  those  in  the  railway  service 
complained  bitterly  that  they  were  not  put  in 
an  equal  position  with  those  dealt  with  in  this 
Bill.  Ho  did  say  that  they  were  making  this 
special  branch  of  the  Service  specially  attrac- 
tive, and  the  attractiveness  of  the  Civil  Service 
was  drawing  people  from  employment  in  the 
eonntry  districts.  He  knew  for  a  fact  of  one 
young  man  in  this  city,  who  had  been  four 
months  in  the  town,  who  came  from  the  coun- 
try with  £40  or  £50  to  wait  for  a  position 
in  the  Civil  Service,  and  lie  was  now  penniless; 
and  he  (Mr.  Buddo)  supposed  he  would  have  to 
go  back  to  the  country  and  earn  some  more 
money.  And  so  the  thing  went  on.  They  had 
to  see  that  the  good  of  the  country  generally, 
and  of  the  working  -  classes,  was  not  thrown 
away  for  the  purpose  of  bolstering  up  one 
special  department  in  the  Civil  Service.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  they  should  try  to 
adjust  those  things;  and  one,  in  particular,  was 
the  appreciation  of  gold.  It  was  a  well-known 
fact  that  7s.  a  day  would  now  purchase  an 
much  as  IDs.  would,  say,  eight  years  ago  ;  and 
yet  what  did  they  find  ?  This  schedule  was 
being  constantly  altered,  and  they  were  raising 
the  rates  of  wages  paid  to  employes  in  this 
department.  This  was  wrong  ;  and  so  long  as 
they  went  on  tinkering  and  patching  up  one 
special  branch  of  the  Civil  Service  so  long  would 
there  bo  friction  between  them  and  the  artiseta 
and  commercial  classes  throughout  the  colony. 
He  trusted  that  when  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee the  House  would  see  that  the  matter 
was  adjusted,  so  as  to  make  the  annual  rises 
consistent  with  the  salaries  of  the  rest  of  the 
Service. 

Hr.  PINKERTON  wan  somewhat  surprised 
to  hear  that  a  certain  individual  was  put  over 
the  heads  of  certain  others,  and  put  alongside 
of  the  Superintendent.  He  saw  that  in  the 
First  Class  there  was  an  Assistant  Secretary 
and  Inspector  with  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  the 
Superintendent.    Some  time  ago  he  took  occa- 


sion to  mention  in  the  House  that  there  had 
been  various  rumours  that  classification  was 
not  properly  attended  to.  Now,  of  the  person 
mentioned  by  several  speakers  as  being  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  that  che  House  should  know  what  his 
former  position  had  been.  It  had  been  said 
that  they  should  get  an  answer  from  the  Post- 
master-General in  Committee;  but  he  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  it  before  that,  and  they 
were  entitled  to  a  full  explanation  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  three  ofScers  in  the  First  Class. 
He  intended  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  but  would  like 
to  see  it  amended  in  Committee;  and  they 
should  certainly  have  the  fullest  possible  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  the  classification. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  did  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing about  the  increase  in  the  salary  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Inspector ;  he  looked 
upon  the  Post  Office  as  one  of  the  best-con- 
ducted departments  in  the  Civil  Service,  and 
he  believed  Mr.  Rose  to  be  a  very  good  officer, 
entitled  to  some  increase.  He  wished  to  draw 
the  special  attention  of  what  was  sometimes 
called  "  the  labour  party  "  to  the  fact  that  the 
Second  Schedule  of  the  Act  of  1891  was  re- 
pealed. Under  that  schedule  distributors  came 
under  the  clas-sification,  and  their  salaries 
were  fixed  in  the  Act;  and  those  of  night- 
watchmen  were  also  fixed  —  the  distributors 
from  £50  to  £80  a  year,  the  night-watchmen 
8s.  a  day,  and  telegraph  messengers  £26  to  £86 
a  year.  Had  honourable  members  seen  the 
efioct  of  the  Third  Schedule  of  this  Bill  ?  The 
salaries  were  to  be  fixed  by  regulation  made  by 
the  Governor  in  Council :  that  was  very  un- 
fair. The  classification,  which  fixed  the  sala- 
ries, and  the  annual  increase  of  salaries,  should 
apply  to  every  employ^  in  the  department. 
There  could  be  no  good  reason  why  the  salaries 
of  the  higher-paid  officers  should  be  fixed  by 
the  Act,  while  the  salaries  of  those  who  re- 
ceived the  lowest  rate  of  pay  were  left  to  be 
fixe^  by  Order  in  Council.  If  provision  were 
not  made  in  Committee  for  all  employes  to  be 
brought  under  the  one  classification,  he  would 
vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  it  was  im- 
proper that  the  Board  of  Appeal  to  be  set  up 
should  consist  of  two  head  officials  of  the 
department  and  only  one  outsider.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Grey,  that  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  should  be  brought  into  the  matter. 
There  should  be  a  head  of  one  of  the  other 
departments,  who  could  act  as  umpire  with  the 
Superintendent,  and  one  person  elected  by  the 
officers.  If  something  of  that  kind  were  ac- 
cepted, thoy  would  have  a  far  better  Board 
than  the  one  proposed.  As  it  was,  of  course 
the  heads  of  the  department  worked  together, 
and  they  would  hardly  be  likely  to  alter  any 
decision  they  had  previously  arrived  at.  He 
would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Bill  did  not  contemplate  the  Board  reviewing 
dismissals. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  a.  W.  RUSSELL  said  this  Bill  did 
not  contemplate  anything  of  tbe  kind.    The 
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Board  would  deal  only  'with  classification, 
status,  or  salaries ;  therefore  there  was  no 
appeal  on  the  part  of  officers  who  might  have 
been  unjustly  dismissed.  He  suggested  that 
might  be  included.  Regarding  the  status  of 
the  officers,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Bill 
before  the  House  was  intended  to  definitely  fix 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Postal  Department  as  the 
superior  officer  of  the  department,  and  that 
should  not  be  tho  case.  That  had  not  been 
the  case  in  Dr.  Lemon's  day,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Telegraph  Department  should, 
at  any  rate,  stand  on  equal  terms  with  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Post  Office.  He  would  there- 
fore be  glad  to  assist  any  honourable  member, 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  or  the  Govern- 
ment, in  placing  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Telegraph  Department  on  an  equality  with  the 
Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  there  was  some  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  change  made  in  the 
Mrst  Division  of  the  schedule.  The  salaries 
fixed  in  that  schedule  contained  a  minimum 
and  maximum,  but  still  the  vote  had  to  come 
l>efore  the  House.  The  salary  of  the  Assistant 
Inspector  this  year  was  only  £325 ;  and,  in 
respect  to  increment,  he  could  get  none  unless 
it  was  voted  by  the  House,  and  at  present  he 
received  £100  less  than  the  Superintendent  of 
Electric  Lines.  He  disagreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  as  to  tho  Secre- 
tary not  being  the  head  of  the  department. 
That  officer  should  bo  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, as  they  must  have  one  head  to  com- 
municate with  Ministers,  and  if  they  had  two 
heads  it  would  cause  a  great  increase  in  tho 
clerical  work  of  the  office,  and  they  could  carry 
on  the  work  cheaper  by  having  one  definite 
head.  He  would  also  like  to  say  that  the 
salaries  in  the  schedules  were  quite  different 
from  those  appearing  under  the  Act  of  1891, 
and  ho  regretted  exceedingly  that  some  in- 
creases were  not  given  to  tho  Judicial  Depart- 
ment. Considering  the  important  work  the 
officers  of  that  department  had  to  do,  in  decid- 
ing between  people,  and  between  tho  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  they  ought  to  be  placed 
in  a  far  more  independent  position.  The  Judi- 
cial Department  was  tho  worst-paid  depart- 
ment in  the  Service,  and  not  only  the  worst 
paid,  but  it  had  the  least  security  of  office  of 
any  department  of  the  Slate ;  whereas  it 
ought  to  be  tho  best  paid,  and  it  ought  to 
have  greater  security.  He  hoped  that  before 
long  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service  would  bo 
placed  under  another  Bill,  as  this  was  only  a 
measure  to  slightly  increase  tlie  salaries  of  one 
particular  department.  Regarding  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  in  his  opinion  it 
would  be  a  mistake  to  constitute  a  separate 
Board  of  Appeal.  There  should  bo  one  Board 
for  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service,  and  not  one 
for  each  portion  of  tho  Service.  The  Board 
under  the  Industrial  Conciliation  Act  should 
do  the  whole  of  this  work  for  the  State.  That 
was  the  plan  applied  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts— namely,  one  Board  to  settle  indus- 
trial disputes.  He  had  made  the  suggestion 
to  the  Minister  of  Labour,  but  he  did  not 
Mr.  0.  W.  RusseU 


see  his  way  to  accept  it.  He  thought  thai 
should  bo  a  judicial  Board  to  deal  wiib  til 
disputes  in  the  Civil  Service,  and  thev  irould 
have  a  far  better  Board  than  to  have  this 
movable  Board,  or  each  department  bans; 
its  separate  tribunal.  In  reference  to  tbii 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  had  only  to  de»l  iritb 
questions  of  classification,  status,  and  salj^, 
he  apprehended  that  the  officers'  salaries  urn 
subject  to  the  review  of  the  House,  ssj  :o 
Board  of  Appeal  could  decide  whether  i  higher 
salary  should  be  paid  to  an  officer  than  vbu 
was  appropriated  by  Parliament.  He  did  set 
intend  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  merely  ni$hed'.i) 
say  that,  if  it  should  ever  come  about  tha:  i 
reduction  had  to  be  made  in  the  salaries  in  the 
Service,  it  would  be  unfair  to  say  tiie  ulua 
in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  shoolJ 
not  be  reduced  as  well  as  those  in  other  it- 
partments.  That,  however,  could  be  met  hj 
amending  the  Act. 

Mr.  JOYCE  would  not  have  risen  h»d  it 
not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the  honotinlli 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton) 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Invertatgill, 
who  cast  some  reflection  upon  Mr.  Rose. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said,  at  any  rate  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  spoke  in  such  a  way  Oii  to  isii- 
cate  that  Mr.  Rose  should  not  receire  the 
same  salary  as  tho  Superintendent  of  Electric 
Lines,  and  he  thought  that  if  hanojrtbla 
members  reflected  for  a  moment,  or  w&iteJ  fw 
tho  Minister  to  reply, — who,  he  trusted,  woaid 
put  the  matter  very  clearly  before  the  Hoai*.— 
they  would  find  that  Mr.  Rose  had  somelhiti! 
to  show  why  he  should  be  in  the  position  rf 
second  and  not  third  in  tho  First  Divi*i>n.  Mr. 
Logan  had  only  recently  been  appoiuttJ  to  tbe 
position  of  Superintendent,  and  bis  salary  liul 
been  raised.  Mr.  Rose  had  quite  as  iraportiaJ 
duties  to  discharge  as  had  Mr.  Logan. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh  I 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  honourable  membprs  migbl 
laugh,  but,  notwithstanding,  they  would  l-a 
what  the  Jlinister  had  to  say.  He  th-ught  Jit. 
Rose  should  be  in  the  second  position  ixA 
not  in  the  third,  and  he  trusted  the  MiIl;^t3f 
would  make  the  matter  clear  whan  hi  re- 
plied. 

Jlr.  PINKERTON  desired  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  moniet  ' 
for  Lyttelton  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Pintf.tai) 
had  made  a  personal  reflection  on  ilr.  ti». 
H^  wished  to  say  that  he  did  not  know  mt- 
thing  about  that  gentleman.  What  he  >uui 
was  that  several  members  had  referred  v>  li» 
fact  that  he  hod  been  put  over  the  head  d 
other  officer,  and  he  thought  it  was  right 
they  should  have  some  expression  of  opawC 
from  tho  Postmaster-General  ss  to  wbetfc*' 
that  was  the  case  or  not.  He  had  not  csft  uf 
reflection  whatever  on  Mr.  Rose. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  the  honourable  ""*■,_ 
her  for  Lyttelton  had  also  done  him  "'^^a 
justice.  He  did  not  know  Mr.  Rose,  ni  hCl 
never  seen  him,  and  he  could  not  say  anjtHl^[ 
against  him.  He  simply  wished  to  poinf  wk 
to  honourable  members  the  position  oi  •• 
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matter,  in  Mr.  Rose  being  placed  over  the  bead 
of  the  Saperintendent  of  Telegraphs,  which, 
in  hiB  opinion,  waa  utterly  unfair. 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  had  not  been 
aware  that  this  Bill  wag  coming  on,  or  else  he 
would  have  had  with  him  the  file  of  papers 
which  showed  the  position  as  between  the 
officers  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Departments 
and  the  officers  of  the  railway  service.  His 
remarks  were  hosed  on  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  when 
he  pointed  out  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  a 
system  should  be  brought  into  force  in  regard 
to  the  railway  service  such  as  prevailed  in 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  There 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  latter  depart- 
ment was  largely  advantaged  by  the  fact  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  it  had 
bad  jpractical  experience  in  that  department, 
and  if  the  positions  of  the  officers  of  the  two 
departments  were  compared  it  would  be  found 
that  the  Postal  Department  officers  had  a  very 
great  advantage  as  against  the  railway  officers. 
He  would  very  much  like  to  see  a  similar  sys- 
tem to  that  in  force  in  the  Poet  and  Telegraph 
Department  introduced  in  regard  to  the  rail- 
way service.  He  had  not  the  papers  with  him, 
otherwise  he  would  have  been  able  to  show  the 
number  of  officers  and  their  rates  of  salary  in 
each  department.  It  was  perfectly  clear,  how- 
ever, from  the  evidence  shown  to  him,  that  the 
officers  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
hod  a  large  advantage  over  the  officers  of  the 
railway  service,  and  he  hoped  the  Ministry 
wonld  not  end  their  good  work  in  regard  to 
the  classification  of  the  service  at  the  Postal 
Department,  but  bring  in  a  BiU  to  enact  a 
similar  system  in  regard  to  the  railway  service. 
Now  the  railways  were  back  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  it  would  be  possible  to  bring 
in  a  fair  system  of  annual  increment  in  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  railway  service, 
similar  to  that  proposed  in  this  Bill  in  respect 
of  another  department. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  atono  time  when 
any  movement  was  taking  place  for  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  upper  circles  in  the  Civil 
Service  the  Liberal  party  had  been  very  great 
on  amalgamation  and  reduction,  but  now  it 
seemed  that  the  Government  was  bent  on  in- 
oreasing  the  salaries.  He  certainly  objected 
to  the  increase  proposed  in  the  Bill  for  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  as  it  was  a  most  improper 
one,  and  in  Committee  he  would  move  to 
strike  out  the  maximum.  He  thought  the 
£525  the  officer  was  now  receiving  was  quite 
snfficicnt  for  the  office :  and  he  would  like  to 
point  out  that  in  the  labour  world  wages  were 
steadily  going  down.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
that,  and  to-day  the  rate  of  payment  for  labour 
in  New  Zealand  was  at  least  15  per  cent,  less 
than  it  was  eight  years  ago.  He  also  thought 
the  same  decrease  had  taken  place  with  regard 
to  the  employment  of  labour  in  the  public 
service,  in  the  Railway  Department  and  in 
other  services.  That  being  the  case,  while  he 
bad  always  held  that  the  Civil  Service  should 
be  well  paid,  and  a  fair  margin  given  above 
the  rate  of  pay  taling  outside,  atilT  he  did  not 


think  that  the  time  was  opportnne  for  the 
Government  to  make  such  an  increase  as  was 
proposed  to  the  Assistant-Secretary.  The  House 
knew  that  in  New  Zealand  we  were  having  and 
were  still  going  to  have  had  times,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  see  fit  to  strike  out  the  increase. 
He  wished  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
Board  of  Appeal.  He  altogether  differed  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton  in  this 
matter.  The  House  had  now  passed  an  Arbi- 
tration Act,  and  it  was  not  wise  that  there 
should  be  any  public  servants  on  any  Board  of 
the  kind,  except  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  or  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  There  should  be 
a  permanent  Board  entirely  outside  the  Service. 
Ho  did  not  object  to  one  of  the  officers  going 
on  the  Board,  but  it  would  be  unjust,  as  there 
was  a  possibility  of  the  Board  agreeing  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  head  of  the  department. 
He  held  that  the  time  had  come  when  they 
should  have  one  Board  alone  to  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  disputes  which  arose  in  the  publio 
service.  The  Civil  Service  was,  of  course, 
going  to  increase  year  by  year,  as  every  suc- 
cessive Parliament  would  tsJce  upon  itself  more 
functions  regarding  the  State.  The  time  had 
now  come  when  it  was  opportune  that  they 
should  have  one  Board  that  would  be  continu- 
ally moving  through  New  Zealand  to  finally 
adjudicate   on   all    grievances   as   they  arose. 

12  30  ^°  trusted  that  the  Minister  would 
'  see  fit  to  alter  this  Board,  because 
many  cases  would  arise  and  come  before  this 
Board  of  Appeal  in  which  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  at  all  fair  to  have  these  officers  oa 
the  Board  to  judge  the  cases.  He  strongly 
objected  to  the  Government,  as  they  had  done 
in  many  cases,  proposing  an  increase  in  the 
salaries.  This  was  not  a  year  in  which  they 
should  make  increases  in  salaries.  They  had 
taken  good  care  not  to  increase  the  wages  of 
the  working-men  who  were  working  for  them, 
and  he  did  not  think  they  should  begin  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  staffs. 
Those  who  were  in  the  Service  were  better  paid 
than  the  people  in  outside  services,  and  it  was 
not  at  all  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the  policy 
upon  which  this  Government  had  been  mainly 
returned  in  1891.  That  was  on  a  question  of 
retrenchment,  and  on  very  many  occasions  since 
then  they  hod  departed  from  what  they  had 
been  returned  to  do. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  would  lUce,  when  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  replied,  that  he  would  ex- 
plain the  matter  with  regard  to  this  reversing 
of  the  position  of  the  Superintendent  and  the 
Secretary.  Were  there  two  staffs,  as  it  were, 
one  for  the  Telegraph  Department  and  one  for 
the  Post  Office,  so  that  alternately  the  head  of 
one  come  to  the  top,  and  then  the  head  of  the 
other?  Why  were  the  two  combined  in  one 
Bill,  instead  of  being  as  they  were  formerly? 
It  required  explanation,  because  they  found 
that  in  the  last  Bill,  of  1890,  the  Superin- 
tendent was  put  at  the  top  with  a  salary  of 
£700,  and  the  Secretary  came  next  with  a 
salary  of  £650.  In  this  Bill  the  position  was 
just  reversed,  for  they  found  the  Secretary  was 
pnt  at  the  top  with  a  salary  of  £700,  and  th» 
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Saperintendenli,  with  a  salary  of  £650,  was 
put  under  him.  It  seemed  to  him  that  that 
wanted  some  ezplaoation,  because  an  outsider 
could  scarcely  know  bow  it  worked  at  all. 
Was  this  principle  carried  as  a  rule  right 
through  the  service — that  telegraphists  only 
were  moved  up  to  the  position  of  head  of  their 
department,  or  were  they  transferred  from  one 
department  to  another — from  the  postal  to  the 
telegraph,  or  vice  versdf  He  thought  there 
should  be  some  rule  laid  down  as  to  which  one 
of  these  officials  should  be  at  the  head  of  the 
department.  Unless  there  was  some  powerful 
reason  for  altering  it,  he  thought  it  was  very 
unfair  that  the  officials  of  either  department 
should  have  to  depend  upon  a  BiU  being  brought 
in  to  have  things  of  this  sort  done  when  a 
change  had  to  be  made,  and  in  order  to  allow  of 
promotion  taking  place.  There  should  be  some 
settled  rule  to  meet  the  case.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  they  could  work  the  thing 
at  all  well  without  something  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  WAKD  said  that,  in  reply  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
jnst  spoken, — which,  perhaps,  it  would  be  better 
to  clear  away  first, — he  would  like  to  point 
out  what  was  the  position.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  look  up  the  Post  Office  Act 
and  the  Electric  Lines  Act  he  would  see  that 
these  were  the  two  Acts  under  which  the  de- 
partments were  administered,  and  that,  practi- 
cally, there  were  two  Ministers  in  one,  if  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  so.  The  office  of  Post- 
master-General was  created  in  the  Post  Office 
Act,  and  there  was  a  Commissioner  of  Tele- 
graphs created  under  "  The  Electric  Lines  Act, 
1884,"  who  had  the  administration  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  in  the  administration 
of  both  departments  these  two  offices  were  kept 
perfectly  distinct.  The  Superintendent  exer- 
cised his  functions  so  far  as  the  technical  ad- 
ministration of  his  branch  was  concerned.  The 
Postmaster- General  exercised  Ministerial  con- 
trol over  both  departments  in  every  matter  ;  and 
the  Secretary  also  exercised  administrative 
control  where  his  doing  so  did  not  conflict  with 
"The  Electric  Lines  Act,  1884."  Now,  that 
necessarily  demanded  that  there  should  be  at 
the  head  of  the  technical  branch  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department  an  officer  who  had  technical 
knowledge.  No  one  without  technical  know- 
ledge could  be  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
service,  and  the  reason  for  that  was  obvious. 
There  must  be  a  man  in  charge  who  understood 
everything  about  electricity,  and  consequently 
no  one  but  an  electrical  expert  could  be  placed 
in  that  position.  The  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oamaru  showed  that  he  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  something  was  done  in  the 
nature  of  a  transference  from  one  department 
to  the  other  which  was  unnecessary ;  but  it  was 
not  so.  The  original  Superintendent  of  the  two 
departments  was  a  telegraph  expert.  He  was 
one  with  export  knowledge,  and  he  held  the 
superior  position — that  of  head  of  the  postal 
and  telegraph  services.  Nominally,  he  was 
over  the  head  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Postal  Department ;  but  the  actual  officer  at  the 
bead  of  the  Postal  Department  was  the  Secre- 
Jir.  Dunoan 


tary  of  the  Post  Office,  and  he  it  was  who  ad- 
ministered the  whole  of  that  department.  The 
Superintendent,  in  exercising  control  over  the 
whole  of  the  Telegraph  Department,  was  the 
technical  officer  in  charge  of  the  telegraph 
branch.  When  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Iiemoii 
took  place,  and  it  became  necessary  to  fill  optlie 
position,  it  was  felt  that,  in  justice,  it  should  be 
conferred  upon  the  chief  controlling  officer  at 
the  Postal  Department,  who  before  Dr.  Ijemon't 
retirement  was  second  on  the  list.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fairness  and  justice  it  waa  right  that 
when  a  change  took  place  he  should  be  ad- 
vanced to  this  position.  He  had  been  in  the 
service  from  boyhood,  and,  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
thought,  fulfilled  his  duties  very  ably,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  deserved  all  hb  had  got  so  far  as 
position  was  concerned. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Who  is  he? 

Mr.  WARD. — Mr.  Gray.  He  was  trying  to 
explain  to  honourable  members  how  the  chuiga 
took  place.  As  he  had  said,  when  it  became 
necessary  to  make  a  transference  this  officer 
passed  to  the  first  position.  He  had  pointed 
out  to  the  honourable  member  that  under  the 
Electric  Lines  Act  no  one  but  an  officer  pos- 
sessing technical  knowledge  could  be  placed  in 
chai-ge  of  the  telegraph  service.  That  Act 
provided  that  his  position  should  be  that  of 
Superintendent  of  Electric  Telegraph  Lines; 
consequently,  as  the  officer  at  the  hea^  of  the 
service,  he  could  not  be  put  in  chtu-ge  of  the 
electric  telegraph  lines  unless  he  had  expert 
knowledge.  Therefore  it  became  necessary  to 
transpose  the  office  of  Superintendent,  which 
Dr.  Lemon  had  filled ;  and,  as  a  result,  the 
officer  who  formerly  was  Secretary  of  the  Post 
Office,  while  still  carrying  on  the  ordinaiy 
duties  of  that  position,  was  passed  on  to  be 
head  of  the  two  services.  As  a  matter  of  faot, 
if  the  Electric  Lines  Act  did  not  provide  that 
the  office  of  Superintendent  must  bis  held  by  in 
officer  possessing  technical  knowledge  there 
would  be  no  reason  whatever  for  the  proposed 
transposition  of  the  designation  of  Superinten- 
dent at  all.  It  would  remain  for  both  services, 
and  Mr.  Gray  would  be  entitled  to  hold  iL  He 
would  have  been  Superintendent,  as  the  next 
officer  on  the  list.  Ho  (Mr.  Ward)  might 
be  told  that  the  Act  provided  that  that  title 
should  be  conferred  on  the  officer  who  waa  in 
charge  of  the  telegraph  branch  :  that  was  so, 
and  consequently  the  transference  of  the  title 
was  unavoidable,  and  it  was  done  so  as  to 
comply  with  the  Act.  He  hoped  he  had  made 
that  point  clear. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  one  point  which  be 
wished  the  Minister  to  moke  clear  was  this: 
Supposing  that  the  necessity  should  arise  for 
another  change,  and  that  anew  Superintendent 
was  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  department, 
would  it  necessitate  another  BiU  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  what  the  honourable 
member  wanted  to  know  had  reference  to  the 
supposition  that  the  present  Superintendent 
might  be  entitled  to  be  placed  at  tbe  heed 
of  the  service,  there  would  be  nothing  what- 
ever to  prevent  that  from  being  done ;  bat,  in 
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the  ordinary  conrae  of  thing*,  the  title  wonid 
lequire  again  to  be  changed,  as  it  was  under 
thiB  Bill.  That  would  be  so  unless  they  re- 
pealed "  The  Electric  Lines  Act,  1884,"  alto- 
geUier,  or  amended  it.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  again  change  the  title.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion. The  department  was  being  adminis- 
tered under  two  heads,  and,  having  to  conform 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  both  oases,  no 
alteration  against  the  law  could  take  place,  so 
far  as  the  title  was  concerned,  without  parlia- 
mentary assent. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  seemed  to  him  to 
be  where  the  difficulty  lay. 

Mr.  WABD  said  this  was  owing  to  the  com- 
bination of  the  departments  he  had  referred  to, 
so  as  to  enable  the  officer  at  the  head  to  have 
the  same  control  as  the  former  Superintendent 
bad.  And  it  was  unavoidable  unless  they  did 
something  unjust.  The  only  way  was  by  say- 
ing that  the  present  Superintendent  should  be 
plaoed  at  the  head  of  both  services.  That 
would  not  be  fair  or  right,  because  he  was  not 
entitled  to  it.  Whenever  the  necessity  arose 
Ministers  had  to  consider  the  service  as  a 
whole,  as  they  did  now.  He  passed  from  that 
to  the  case  of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr. 
Rose,  whose  salary,  as  honourable  members 
must  admit,  was  properly  proposed  to  be 
raised.  When  Dr.  Lemon  retired  from  the 
position  of  Superintendent  the  officer  who  was 
next  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  in  ad- 
ministering the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment was  the  Inspector  of  Post  Offices  (Mr. 
Bose),  and  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  salary  of 
£550  a  year  at  that  time.  When  Mr.  Logan, 
who  was  Inspector  of  Telegraph  Lines,  was 
selected  to  fill  the  position  of  Superintendent, 
which  post  he  was  entitled  to  have,  from  his 
expert  knowledge,  he  was  in  receipt  of  £50  a 
year  less  than  Mr.  Bose— namely,  £600  a  year. 
Kow,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Oovemment, 
while  recognising  that  Mr.  Logan  was  entitled 
to  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Electric 
Lines  under  the  Act  of  1884,  and  therefore  to 
be  second  in  position  on  the  classification  list, 
saw  that  an  injustice  would  be  done  to  the 
other  officer,  who  had  been  next  in  order  to 
Mr.  Gray,  who  had  held  a  position  for  ten 
jrears  in  the  Imperial  Post  Office,  and  who  was 
m  receipt  of  a  salary  of  £550.  In  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  classification,  had  he 
been  possessed  of  technical  knowledge  he  was 
entitled  to  pass  to  the  next  position.  But  he 
had  not  the  technical  knowledge  required  for 
the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Electric 
Lines.  As  Postmaster-General,  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
could  not  but  recognise  that  Mr.  Bose  had  a 
right  to  some  recognition.  Whoever  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  position  given  to  Mr.  Bose 
twenty  years  ago,  it  had  resulted  in  his  being 
placed  third  on  the  list. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  a  very  wrong  thing. 

Mr.  WARD  was  not  saying  anything  about 
that.  He  was  dealing  with  the  service  as  it  now 
was.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Lemon,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
appoint  a  technical  officer,  when  Mr.  Logan 
was  to  take  chaige  of  the  telegraph  bianoh, 


that  gentleman  was  accordingly  passed  to  the 
second  position ;  but  if  the  Inspector  of  Poet- 
offices  had  had  this  technical  knowledge  he 
would  have  been  fairly  entitled  to  be  passed 
on.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  classifica- 
tion list ;  but,  as  he  said,  the  Government  had 
selected  Mr.  Logan  to  have  charge  of  the  tele- 
graph branch  as  being  the  officer  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  position  from  his  technical  know- 
ledge and  long  years  of  service.  Therefore,  in 
view  of  these  circumstances,  and  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  an  able  officer,  they 
had  appointed  him  to  the  position  indicated, 
at  a  saiary  of  £650,  and  that  was  the  mini- 
mum salary  at  the  time.  The  Government 
felt  that,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  as 
there  was  another  officer  who  had  been  long  in 
the  service,  and  whose  duties  reqjiired  him  to 
be  continually  moving  about  the  colony,  it 
would  be  an  injustice  to  leave  him  in  the  First 
Class  of  the  Clerical  Division,  and  they  accord- 
ingly promoted  him  to  the  First  Division, 
He  was  not  going  to  make  eulogistic  remarks 
about  any  officer  in  the  service,  and  ho  wished 
merely  to  say  that  this  officer,  to  the  raising 
of  whose  salary  exception  was  taken,  was  now 
debarred  from  receiving  some  of  the  increments 
of  salary  to  which  he  was  formerly  entitled.  It 
was  only  fair  that  the  increments  which  he  re- 
ceived formerly  when  continually  moving  about 
should  now  be  mode  good  when,  by  the  change 
that  had  taken  place,  these  increments  were 
curtailed.  Although  he  had  been  promoted, 
the  increase  of  salary  which  had  been  given 
him  made  very  little  difference  in  his  ordinary 
receipts. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— Does  he  profit  by  the  travel- 
ling-allowance 7 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber looked  at  the  service  generally  in  the  colony 
he  would  see  that  the  object  in  the  past  had 
been,  in  making  these  allowances,  to  enable 
their  officers  to  move  about  without  having  to 
do  what  he  might  term  mean  things.  And  he 
miglit  say,  further,  that  in  the  allowances  made 
to  these  officers  for  this  purpose  there  was  a 
margin  left  if  a  man  liked  to  be  careful,  and 
every  one  would  admit  that  it  was  a  good 
thing  to  bo  careful.  No  fault  could  be  found 
with  a  man  in  reference  to  that.  In  his  posi- 
tion now  this  officer  would  not  receive  much 
more  than  he  received  before,  and  it  was  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  at  the  top  of  the  First 
Class,  and  was  in  receipt  of  £50  a  year  more  than 
was  formerly  received  by  tlie  present  Superin- 
tendent of  Electric  Lines,  which  hod  induced 
the  Government  to  place  him  in  the  First  Divi- 
sion, and  in  doing  that  they  were  only  perform- 
ing an  act  of  justice.  As  to  Mr.  Bose  occupy- 
ing the  second  position,  he  might  say  that  Mr. 
Bose  himself  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  have  had  that  position,  and  be  put 
it  on  record  that  he  believed  an  injustice  was 
done  to  him  by  his  not  being  put  there.  The 
Government  believed,  however,  that  the  Super- 
intendent should  occupy  the  position  he  did, 
and  that  he  had  been  put  there  rightly. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  did  yoa  not  do  it 
at  once  7 
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Mr.  WABD  thought  it  would  have  been  most 
unfair  and  unjust  to  an  officer  who  had  been 
practically  the  head  of  the  service  for  twenty 
odd  years  if  he  had  been  overlooked  when  a 
vacancy  took  place.  It  would  have  been 
most  unjust,  and  demoralising  to  the  whole 
service.  He  thought  they  hod  to  deal  with 
these  affairs  in  a  just  manner,  and  that  was 
exactly  what  the  Government  had  done  in  this 
matter.  In  connection  with  the  Board  of  Ap- 
peal, he  admitted  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
in  the  arguments  whioh  bad  been  used  on  this 
point,  to  the  effect  that  persons  outside  the 
service  should  bo  on  the  Board  of  Appeal ;  but 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  the  way.  The  diffi- 
culty was  to  arrive  at  something  workable  and 
which  would  be  advantageous  to  the  colony 
and  would  not  entail  additional  expense.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Department  was  the  officer 
who  was  responsible  for  the  settlement  of  any 
question  which  might  arise  ;  he  was  the  officer 
to  whom  a  subordinate  would  appeal  if  he  had 
a  grievance.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  was  himself  pre- 
pared to  say  this :  that  he  believed,  as  the 
Secretary's  decisions  would  be  the  principal 
matters  for  appeal,  and,  where  questions 
closely  concerning  him  were  to  be  dealt  with, 
it  would  be  better  he  should  not  be  on  the 
Board  of  Appeal.  The  Secretary  himself  en- 
tertained this  opinion  strongly,  and  he  (Mr, 
Ward)  now  thought  he  was  right. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  ho  should  not  be  his 
own  judge. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Yes,  he  was  prepared  to 
have  a  change  made  in  that  respect.  He  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  whole  service  was  a  large 
and  growing  one ;  it  was  a  most  responsible 
one ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  it  was  only  riglit 
that  what  was  fair  and  just  should  be  done  as 
between  the  various  officers.  In  Committee 
he  would  bo  prepared  to  substitute  another 
officer  in  the  department  in  lieu  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  to  be  placed  on 
the  Board  of  Appeal.  He  thought  it  would  be 
a  mistake  to  select  an  officer  for  each  branch, 
because  it  was  an  amalgamated  department, 
and  he  did  not  think  any  line  of  demarcation 
should  be  drawn  between  the  officers,  because 
every  position  should  be  open  to  all — to  the 
telegraph  operator  as  well  as  to  others.  If 
they  were  to  have  two  officers  for  the  two 
departments  they  would  draw  a  line  of  de- 
marcation between  the  Postal  and  Telegraph 
Departments  on  the  Board  of  Appeal.  The 
Secretary  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  represented 
the  telegraph  service  in  all  matters  of  ad- 
ministration, and  if  they  combined  the  depart- 
ments they  would  get  a  very  fair  Board  of 
Appeal.  After  all,  when  this  Board  of  Appeal 
had  been  in  operation  for  a  year  or  two,  if 
it  did  not  work  well  it  was  quite  within  the 
power  of  the  House  to  alter  it.  An  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  that  they  should  have  one 
Board  of  Appeal  for  the  whole  colony;  bnt 
the  difficulties  in  connection  with  that  were 
very  great.  Here  was  one;  If  an  officer  was 
going  to  appeal,  say,  in  Dunedin,  the  head 
of  the  department  would  have  to  go  to  Dun- 
edin in  order  to  heat  the  evidence.     Instead 


of  that,  it  was  proposed  that  the  Board  of 
Appeal  should  he  where  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partments were.  If  they  could  get  an  abso- 
lutely independent  Board  of  Appeal  outside  the 
service  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  better,  bnt  he 
said  again  that  gentlemen  who  ■were  in  the 
position  of  a  Board  of  Appeal  would  require 
to  have  some  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on 
in  the  various  departments.  He  would  jnit 
like  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  honoarable  mem* 
her  for  the  Grey,  in  reference  to  the  question 
he  raised  about  the  8rd  Grade  in  one  of  the 
classes,  that  that  was  not  necessary  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  Bill.  Everything  which  ha 
had  suggested  in  the  matter  which  could  be 
done  had  been  done.  With  regard  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Kr. 
Eamshaw)  had  said  in  making  his  strictoras 
about  the  large  salaries  which  he  said  the 
Government  paid,  and  his  statement  that  it 
had  passed  over  the  workers,  he  seemed  to 
have  entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that  it  wu 
proposed  to  give  au  increase  to  the  workers  is 
one  class  alone.  In  the  Sixth  Class  an  increase 
of  £20  in  two  years  was  provided  for,  and  thtt 
meant  an  expenditure  of  about  £1,000.  He 
(Mr.  Ward)  said  it  was  deserved,  in  his  opinion, 
as  the  officers  in  that  class  ought  to  be  paid  up 
to  £200  a  year,  and  the  honourable  member,  in 
raising  his  objection,  should  have  remembered 
that.  The  honourable  member  for  Timuo 
raised  a  point  in  reference  to  the  repeal  by 
clause  6  of  this  Bill.  The  enactment  repealed 
prevented  legitimate  increases,  and  the  officoi 
were  consequently  blocked ;  and  the  object  of 
patting  the  clause  in  was  to  enable  those  mea 
in  the  lower  grades  who  were  blocked  year  after 
year  to  get  increments  of  salary  where  tbey 
were  deserved. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked,  Why  not  put  it  in 
the  schedule  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  could  not  conveniently  be 
put  in  the  schedule.  There  were  quite  a  nnia- 
ber  of  those  men — counter-clerks,  despatch- 
clerks,  and  others — who  would  require  to  come 
in.  The  regulations  should  provide  that  those 
men  should  have  some  hope  of  promotion,  aoci 
the  Bill  was  quite  in  the  opposite  direction  to 
that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  thought. 
He  (Mr.  Ward)  thought  he  had  met  the  whole 
of  the  points  which  had  been  raised  by  honoIl^ 
able  members,  and  be  would  now  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

BEET-ROOT  SUGAR  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  leave  bo  given  to  introduce  this  Bill." 


Ayhs,  iO. 

Bnddo 

Graham 

Mackintosh 

Cadman 

Harris 

Maslin 

Carnoross 

Hogg 

Massey 

Carroll 

Houston 

McKenzis,  J. 

Collins 

Joyce 

MoKenzie,  B 

Crowther 

Lang 

McLaohliUl 

Duncan 

Larnach 

McKah 

Flatman 

Lawry 

Mer«dikh 
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Mniat 

Piiani 

Ward 

Montgomery 

Sedclon 

Willis. 

O'Roike 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Patata 

Stevens 

Tellers. 

Pere 

Steward 

Mills 

Pinkerton 

Tanner 
Nobs,  16. 

Smith,  E.  M 

Buchanan 

Hutchison,  W 

Saunders 

Baick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stout. 

Batton 

Kelly,  W. 

TelUrs. 

Fraser 

HoGowan 

Allen 

Qieen 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Earnshaw. 

Hutchison,  G 

Majority  for,  25. 

Bill  introduced,  and  road  a  first  time. 
COAL  BONUS  BILL. 

IN  COMUITTEE. 

The    Committee   divided   on   the   question, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  this  Bill.' 


Ayes,  20. 

Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Pirani 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Reeves 

Duncan 

Millar 

Seddon 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Ward. 

Houston 

Morrison 

TelUra. 

Lamach 

0 'Began 

McKenzie,  R. 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 
Noes,  81. 

Mills. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Newman 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W 

Carnell 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Steward 

Dnthie 

Massey 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McGowan 

TeAo 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Thompson. 

Green 

McLachlan 

Hall-Jones 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Meredith 

Allen 

Joyce 

Mitchelson 
Paibs. 

Earnshaw. 

For. 

Agaitut. 

Buick 

BusseU,  W.  R. 

Carroll 

BeU 

Graham                      Wilson 

Hall 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Hogg 

Button 

Pere. 

Carncross. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Motion  negatived. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  WARD  wished  to  state  to  the  House 
the  alterations  proposed  by  this  Bill,  and  would 
explain  its  various  clauses.  Clause  3  was  to 
remedy  a  technical  defect  in  the  definition  of 
the  word  "assessment."  It  was  proposed  to 
add  the  words  "  or  of  any  mortgage,"  in  order 
to  extend  the  meaning  of  the  term.  Clause  i 
was  tto  provide  for  the  cose  of  two  Tax  Acts 
being  passed  in  one  year.  As  it  read  in  the 
original  Act,  the  clause  referred  to  the  singular, 
whereas  it  should  be  plund.  Clause  5  dealt 
with  returns  of  land  mortgages  and  income. 
The  clause  proposed  to  require  owners  to  send 


in  returns  of  land  and  mortgages  annually,  in- 
stead  of  triennially.  Clause  6  fixed  the  31st 
day  of  March  as  the  day  on  which  returns  were 
to  be  made.  Subsection  (2)  of  the  same  clause 
provided  that  returns  of  income  were  to  be 
based  on  the  previous  year's  income,  but  the 
Commissioners  might  accept  returns  to  the  date 
of  the  nearest  balance-sheet  if  more  convenient. 
That,  he  thought,  was  a  condition  that  would 
commend  itself  to  members.  Subsection  (3) 
of  the  same  clause  dealt  with  returns  already 
sent  in,  which  might  be  revised  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  Subsection  (4) 
provided  for  the  date  of  sending  in  returns  being 
advertised.  Subsection  (5)  repealed  certain  pro- 
visions in  previous  Acts  for  making  returns  and 
assessments  of  land  and  mortgage  and  income. 
Subsection  (6)  had  reference  to  the  word  "  tri- 
ennial "  being  no  longer  necessary,  this  altera- 
tion being  in  consequence  of  the  provision  in 
clause  5  for  making  annual  returns.  Clause  7 
provided  that  existing  assessments  should  re- 
main in  force  until  new  ones  wore  made,  sub- 
ject to  objection  and  review  in  the  manner  to 
be  notified,  CIau.se  8  gave  the  Commissioner 
power  to  have  assessments  of  particular  dis- 
tricts or  particular  lands  or  mortgages  made, 
as  might  DC  required.  Clause  9  gave  power  to 
the  Commissioner  to  make  valuations  for  assess- 
ment purposes.  Clause  10  provided  for  giving 
notice  of  new  assessments.  Subsection  (1)  of 
clause  11  provided  that  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates should  hear  appeals  instead  of  the  Boards 
of  Review.  Boards  of  Review  had  not  been 
satisfactory,  and  it  was  hoped  this  change  would 
moke  the  working  of  the  department  very  much 
better.  Subsection  (2)  of  the  same  clause  pro- 
vided that  appeals  in  connection  with  income 
before  the  Stipendiary  IMa^istrato  were  to  be 
heard  with  closed  doors.  Clause  12  doalt  with 
assessing  for  duty  on  deceased  persons'  estates, 
which  was  rendered  not  compulsory  on  the  part 
of  the  Commissioner.  Clause  13  referred  to 
making  default  in  assessments  of  income.  That 
clause  would  not  be  exercised  harshly,  but  it 
was  only  fair  that  the  Commissioners  should 
have  power,  in  cases  whore  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  satisfactory  returns,  to 
make  up  the  amount  on  which  a  person 
should  be  taxed,  and  if  the  person  objected 
be  had  the  power  of  appealing  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  There  wore  many  persons  who 
failed  to  send  in  their  returns  at  all,  and,  that 
being  so,  it  was  necessary  that  assessments 
should  be  made  for  them.  Clause  14  provided 
that  interest  on  mortgages  was  neither  return- 
able by  the  mortgagee  nor  deductible  by  the 
mortgagor  in  tho  returns  of  land  and  mortgages 
made  by  them.  Clause  IS  was  to  enable  tho 
mortgagor  to  compel  a  bank  to  register  a  mort- 
gage the  deduction  of  which  had  been  refused 
because  it  was  not  registered.  This  could  not 
be  done  formerly,  and  it  was  necessary. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  if  this  abolished  the 
mortgage- tax. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  did  not.  With  toguA  to 
clause  16,  the  section  of  the  Act  which  it 
sought  to  amend  did  not  clearly  say  that  un- 
registered mortgages  could  not  be  deducted,. 
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and  this  clause  put  it  beyond  question.  Clause 
17  was  an  alteration  in  connection  with  the 
assessing  o{  banks  for  income-tax,  and  was  a 
much  fairer  method  than  that  which  already 
existed,  and  was  the  result  of  a  number  of  pro- 
posals which  had  been  made  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  satisfactory  method  of  assessment.  The 
proposal  was  to  charge  the  banks  7b.  6d.  on 
every  hundred  pounds  of  their  assets  and  lia- 
bilities, and  then  charge  Is.  income-tax  in  the 
ordinary  way.  This  was  a  fair  way,  and  applied 
to  all  banks,  and  removed  entirely  the  objec- 
tionable features  of  the  existing  law.  All  banks 
were  now  on  the  same  footing  under  this  pro- 
posal, and  he  thought  it  was  a  very  fair  and 
equitable  way  of  getting  the  tax,  in  addition  to 
which  it  would  increase  the  revenue  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  £1,500  a  year.  Clause  18  dealt 
with  the  depreciation  of  machinery.  Some 
allowance  had  to  be  made  for  depreciation  of 
machinery,  and  the  Commissioner,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  could,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  an  expert,  determine  the  amount  to 
allow.  The  person  who  would  be  the  best 
judge  as  to  what  should  be  allowed  for  depre- 
ciation would  be  the  Inspector  of  Machinery. 
Subsection  (2)  of  the  same  clause  provided  that 
premiums  on  accident-insurance  policies  were 
not  to  come  under  the  same  category  as  life-in- 
surance premiums.  Subsection  (8)  dealt  with 
the  question  of  companies  and  others  carrying 
on  a  mixed  business,  and  provided  that,  in  such 
coses,  losses  and  expenses  incurred  in  the  pro- 
duction of  income  that  was  not  subject  to 
taxation  should  not  be  deducted  from  income 
that  was  subject  to  taxation.  Subsection  (9) 
provided  that  interest  on  mortgages  was  not  to 
be  deducted  from  income  unless  the  mortgage 
was  secured  upon  business  premises.  It  had  been 
contended  by  some  that  the  law  as  it  now  stood 
allowed  the  interest  on  all  mortgages  the  pro- 
ceeds of  whicli  were  invested  in  business  to 
be  deducted.  This  provision  was  to  make  it 
certain  that  it  applied  only  to  interest  on 
mortgage  of  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of 
business  or  employment.  Clauses  19  and  20 
were  merely  formal.  He  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  wished  to  point  out  two  or 
three  points.  He  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  fairly  stated  to  the  House  what 
the  effect  of  the  Act  would  be.  He  would  take 
section  7.  The  effect  of  that  would  be  that, 
supposing  land  fell  in  value,  the  Government 
need  not  revalue  it,  but  if  it  increased  in  value 
they  could  raise  the  valuation.  He  submitted 
that  a  triennial  valuation  was  a  fair  thing,  and 
it  ought  not  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  that  if  land  fell  in  value  they 
would  not  allow  any  revaluation. 

Mr.  WARD.— Within  what  period  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  there  was  no  period  fixed 
in  the  Bill.  He  said  that  triennial  valuations 
should  be  maintained.  This  was  what  would 
happen :  Suppose  land  fell  in  value — as  he  be- 
lieved it  had  done  since  the  last  valuation— the 
people  would  have  to  pay  taxation  not  on  the 
value  of  the  land,  but  on  the  value  of  the  land 
three  or  four  years  before.  That  was  not  fair ; 
Jir.  Ward 


it  was  a  means  of  keeping  up  the  land-tax  al- 
though the  price  of  land  might  have  fallen.  It 
was  a  new  way  of  getting  additional  taxation 
from  the  people.     Now,  he  would   point  oat 
what  was  the  meaning  of  section  18.     Honour- 
able members  would  have  to  refer  to  the  Act 
of  1891.   Schedule  F  of  the  Act  of  1891  said,  "  In 
estimating  the  balance  of  the  income  liable 
to  tax  in  the  case  of  any  business  employment 
or  emolument  no  sum  shall  be  deducted  there- 
from for    .    .    .";  and  then  this  clause  sud, 
"nor  by  reason  of  any  such  implements,  uten- 
sils, or  machinery  being  obsolete,  useless,  oc 
superseded."   That  was,  you  could  not  estimate 
that  the  machinery  was  obsolete ;  yon  had  to 
put  it  down  in  your  balance-sheet  at  a  value 
it  did  not  possess.    If  the  machinery  was  ob- 
solete, why  should  you  be  called  upon  to  return 
it  at  a  value  it  did  not  possess  ?    The  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  to  get  rid  of  this,  that  the 
Commissioner  might  allow  such  deduction  as 
he  might  think  just ;  but  why  should  you  have 
this  at  all?    If  the  machinery   was' obsolete 
and  useless,  why  should  your  biJance-sheet  not 
show  it  ?    Section  18  was  entirely  unfair.    The 
next  was  subsection  (8),  section  18.    Paragraphs 
(8)  and  (9)  were  both  increasing  the  existing 
taxation.    He  would  take  parskgraph  (9)  first 
Suppose  a  man  was  a  merchant,  and  had  a 
farm,  and  also  a  business  place  in  one  of  the 
cities :  his  business  place  might  be  leasehold, 
and  he  could  not  borrow  money  on  that,  but  he 
could  borrow  on  his  farm  and  put  the  money 
he  borrowed  on   his   farm  into  his   business. 
Ought  not  he  to  be  allowed  to  deduct  from  bis 
income  the  interest  which   he  paid   on  that 
mortgage  ?    If  this  Bill  were  carried  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  do  so.  The  mere  fact  of  his  cot 
being  able  to  say  the  mortgage  was  secured  on 
the  premises  used  for  his  business  would  pie- 
vent  it ;  but,  if  the  mortgage-money  was  nsed 
in  his  business,  why  should  he  not  bo  allowed 
to  deduct  the  interest  from  his  gross  income? 
It  was  not  fair  at  all.    The  money  was  put  into 
the  business,  and  the  interest  he  had  to  pay  vas 
a  legitimate  charge.   He  did  not  think  that  sab- 
section  should  be  carried.    Nor  did  he  think 
paragraph  (8)  was  a  fair  one.    He  would  point 
out  again  that  if  a  man's  land  fell  in  value 
o  Q      he  had  a  right  to  have  a  triennial  as- 
'  '     sessment,  and  a  right  to  apply  within 
three  years.    If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  chose 
he  could  make  it  every  four  years,  but  no 
longer ;  and  that  was  entirely  unfair,  because 
the  State  under  the  Bill  had  the  right  to  have 
a  revaluation  if  it  so  pleased,  and  could  de- 
mand any  additional  tajiation  from  the  person 
whose  land  was  increased  in  value.     If  the  land 
had  decreased  in  value,   then  the   man  vbo 
owned  the  land  had  no  chance  whatever.    And 
therefore  he  hoped  that  the  Minister  would  not 
ask  that  the  Bill  be  committed  at  once.    It 
bristled  with  points,  and  it  amended  section 
after  section  of  the  Act  of  1891.    He  was  sare 
there  were  very  few  members  of  the  House  v?ho 
had  read  the  Bill  and  compared  it  with  the  Act 
of  1891  in  order  to  see  its  effect,  and  he  would 
ask  the   honourable  member  to  postpone  it- 
No  doubt  some  sections  were  necessazy.   H^ 
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would  not  vote  against  the  second  reading,  but 
it  wonld  have  been  better  i{  it  bad  been  sent  to 
the  Statutes  Beviaion  Committee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that,  in  reference  to 
clause  7,  he  thought  the  difficulty  might  be  met 
a  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  agree  to  provide 
that  the  owner  of  a  property  should  be  allowed 
to  call  upon  the  Tax  Commissioner  at  any  time 
for  a  revaluation.  That  would  place  property- 
holders  in  the  same  position  as  the  Tax  Com- 
missioner. 

Mr.  WABD. — ^Iiook  at  the  last  three  lines  of 
the  olanse. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  did  not  think  that  pro- 
vided for  the  difficulty.  If  they  did  away  with 
ibe  triennial  valuation  it  was  necessary  that 
holders  of  property  should  have  the  same  right 
as  the  Tax  Commissioner,  and  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  provide  for  that  it  would 
meet  the  whole  difficulty.  This  was  only  a 
Committee  objection,  and  he  did  not  see  any 
reason  why  the  Bill  should  be  kept  back,  as 
they  could  amend  it  in  Committee,  now  he  had 
called  attention  to  the  point.  He  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  see  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  placing  the  holders  of  property  in 
the  same  position  as  the  Tax  Commissioner,  so 
far  that  they  should  have  the  right  to  call 
upon  the  Tax  Commissioner  at  any  time  for  a 
revaluation. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer should  have  referred  this  Bill  to  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  Committee.  There  were  a  variety 
of  these  Bills,  and  they  were  drawn  up  by  the 
various  departments,  no  doubt  in  the  interests 
of  the  office,  but  they  did  not  always  further 
the  interests  of  the  people  taxed.  With  refer- 
ence to  clause  7,  this  was  not  an  improvement. 
There  were  many  small  country  townships 
where  land  might  be  in  some  years  worth  a 

good  deal,  but  at  the  present  time  the  values 
ad  fallen  to  one-half,  and  in  some  places  to 
one-third,  and  if  the  people  were  called  on  to 
nay  vrithout  a  revaluation  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly heavy,  and  he  hoped  in  this  respect  the 
BUI  would  be  altered.  Beferring  to  clause  IS, 
in  the  earlier  English  Land-tax  and  Income- 
tax  Acts  he  thought  there  was  a  clause  which 
referred  to  houses,  and  5  per  cent,  was  allowed 
to  be  deducted  from  the  income  for  repairs ; 
and  he  would  suggest  that  10  or  15  per 
cent,  should  bo  allowed  on  all  classes  of  ma- 
chinery. This  would  save  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  because  the  Commissioner  and  the  In- 
spector, who  went  round  to  inspect  the  various 
factories,  would  have  a  better  basis  for  making 
a  revaluation.  If  they  took  machinery  worth, 
say,  £5,000,  a  deduction  of  10  per  cent,  would 
mean  £500.  In  a  few  years  there  was  a 
great  depreciation,  and  the  machinery  became 
worth  little  more  than  scrap-iron ;  and  if  this 
deduction  were  provided  it  would  save  conflict 
between  the  Commissioner  and  the  people. 
The  Minister  had  stated  that  in  regard  to 
olanse  17 — the  one  dealing  with  banks — there 
was  an  increased  taxation  of  £1,500  a  year ;  but 
he  would  like  to  ask  what  the  total  effect  of 
this  Bill  would  be — whether  it  would  bring  in 
£2,000,  £3,000,  or  £5,000  a  year  more  in  land- 


and  income-tax,  or  whether  it  would  in  any 
way  alter  the  gross  returns.  He  thought  the 
House  should  know  how  much  was  to  be  ao- 
qnired. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout) 
in  what  he  had  stated  with  regard  to  triennial 
assessments.  The  change  hM  been  made  at 
the  instance,  and  for  the  convenience,  of  the 
Tax  Department,  without  anything  like  due 
consideration  for  settlers  all  over  the  country; 
and  unless  difierent  provision  was  made  in 
the  Bill  much  injustice  would  be  done,  and 
settlers  compelled  to  pay  tax  year  by  year 
on  values  which  had  long  ago  ceased  to  exist. 
He  would  like  also  to  draw  attention  to  clause 
15,  because,  in  common  with  other  members, 
he  had  not  had  time  to  compare  the  existing 
statute  with  the  Bill  before  the  House.  He 
hod  not  been  able  to  catch  the  honourable 
gentleman's  explanation  as  to  whether  an  un- 
registered mortgage  could  be  deducted  under 
the  Bill.  It  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
taxpayer  if  the  necessity  to  register  were  done 
away  with.  Anything  that  would  save  ex- 
pense to  the  business  public  would  be  a  great 
boon ;  and  he  did  not  see  that  the  Tax  Depart- 
ment would  lose  a  shilling,  because  the  pro- 
perty was  there,  and,  if  either  the  mortgagee 
or  the  owner  of  the  property  paid,  what  did 
it  matter  so  far  as  the  department  was  con- 
cerned? With  regard  to  clause  18,  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  thought 
that  the  10 -per -cent,  deduction  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  in  many 
cases,  be  altogether  insufficient.  In  the  case 
of  freezing  machinery,  for  example,  every  one 
knew  that,  on  account  of  modern  improve- 
ments, some  of  the  older  machinery  was  now, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  had  put  it,  not  worth  more  than 
scrap-iron.  If  an  Inspector  of  Machinery  or 
other  competent  person  were  employed  by  the 
department  to  value  periodicallyMustice  would 
be  done,  but  not  otherwise.  He  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  postpone  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill.  He  believed  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  pass  such  a  Bill,  but  it  had  been 
impossible  to  give  it  sufficient  consideration. 

Mr.  BUDDO  considered  this  one  of  the  most 
important  Bills  of  the  session,  and  he  might 
say  there  would  be  very  strong  feeling  through- 
out the  country  unless  a  fair  and  reasonable 
adjustment  were  sJlowed  to  be  made  between 
the  taxpayers  and  the  Assessor — tbere  would 
be  trouble.  Clause  7  merely  provided  for  the 
continuing  of  existing  assessments  until  new 
assessments  were  made;  and  no  further  ob- 
jection could  be  taken:  that  was  to  say,  if 
the  Assessor  once  reviewed  the  assessment 
that  was  at  present  in  force,  there  could  then 
be  no  further  objection  whatever,  and  that 
assessment  might  run  on  for  ever  and  act 
detrimentally  to  the  tax-paying  community, 
and  more  especially  to  Utose  who  were  in- 
terested in  land.  Of  course,  it  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  land  had  depreciated  very 
much  in  value  during  the  last  three  years,  and 
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the  country  wag  urgently  looking  forward  to  a 
Tery  great  reduction  in  the  present  assessment. 
It  was  also  a  well-known  fact  that  the  State 
had  a  perfect  right  to  impose  any  rate  of 
taxation,  so  long  as  it  was  fair  and  reason- 
able; but  in  regard  to  the  existing  assess- 
ment of  land  the  farmers  should  have  a  right 
to  say  that  their  property  should  be  valued 
according  to  the  marketable  value,  and  on  the 
basis  of  what  it  would  produce  per  annum.  It 
was  the  only  practical  basis  on  which  property 
-could  be  valued.  There  was  another  clause  in 
the  Bill  dealing  with  the  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  machinery  in  any  factory.  He  thought 
it  would  be  only  reasonable  that  a  reduction 
should  be  made,  as  it  was  very  clear  that 
machinery  from  year  to  year  fell  in  value.  lu 
ten  years  probably  the  machinery  now  in  use 
in  some  of  the  principal  factories  would  be 
absolutely  useless ;  and  a  deduction  should  be 
made  for  an  annual  depreciation,  and  the 
valuation  should  be  fairly  adjusted  and  a 
reasonable  amount  be  set  aside  to  provide  for 
new  machinery  which  the  Inspectors,  and 
managers  of  the  factories,  might  consider 
necessary.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything 
more  on  the  second  reading,  but  in  Commit- 
tee he  would  move  such  an  amendment  as  to 
make  the  Bill  in  this  respect  fair  and  reason- 
able. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
■explain  why  land  returns  had  to  be  sent  in  every 
year.  He  would  also  like  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  if  ho  would  make  arrangements 
so  that  the  department  could  not  collect  the 
land-tax  twice  in  one  year. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  bulk  of  the  argu- 
ments might  fairly  be  termed  Committee  ob- 
jections only ;  and,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
.{Sir  B.  Stout),  he  thought  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Bill's  being  committed  that  day. 
He  would  point  out  that  tho  Government  were 
desirous  of  pushing  on  the  business,  and  they 
were  quite  able  to  discuss  any  clause  in  Com- 
mittee to  which  there  was  objection.  The  Bill 
liad  also  been  circulated  for  over  a  fortnight. 
In  reply  to  the  objection  raised  in  regard  to 
clause  7,  he  was  quite  prepared  to  have  an 
amendment  introduced  to  enable  landowners 
to  have  a  revaluation  of  their  land,  as  those 
whose  land  had  depreciated  since  tlie  former 
assessment  no  doubt  had  a  right  to  have  a  re- 
valuation. He  was  quite  prepared  to  meet  tho 
wishes  of  honourable  members  in  this  matter, 
as  it  was  only  fair  that  landowners  should  have 
the  same  right  as  the  department  to  a  revalua- 
tion. In  regard  to  clause  18,  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
K.  Stout),  in  connection  with  the  deduction  for 
machinery,  the  procedure  was  practically  that 
in  force  in  England,  and  it  was  now  proposed 
to  introduce  it  here  by  this  Bill.  Moreover,  the 
system  they  were  asking  the  House  to  approve 
was  the  system  which  had  been  carried  on  ever 
since  the  department  had  been  taxing  income, 
and  it  was  desired  to  put  the  system  on  a  pro- 
per footing,  so  that  the  officers  should  know 
what  the  system  was.  As  to  the  suggestion 
Mr.  Buddo 


made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Suburbs  in  regard  to  allowinj;  a  fixed 
percentage  by  way  of  deduction  for  depreda- 
tion of  machinery,  in  practice  that  would  not 
work  very  satisfactorily;  otherwise  he  would 
be  glad  to  agree  to  it.  There  were  some  classes 
of  machinery  which  became  absolutely  obsolete 
in  a  few  years,  and  in  this  case  a  deduction  of 
10  per  cent,  would  not  be  enough,  while  in  the 
case  of  other  classes  such  a  deduction  would  be 
too  great.  The  system  also  would  not  operate 
in  the  case  of  the  machinery  referred  to  by 
tho  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  whiefa 
might  rapidly  become  obsolete ;  and  under 
the  circumstances  he  did  not  think  the  per- 
centage system  would  work.  In  the  clause 
referred  to  by  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout), — subsection  (9)  of 
clause  18,  dealing  with  the  deduotion  from 
income  of  interest  of  mortgages  on  businea 
premises — the  honourable  member  mentioned 
the  case  of  a  person  who  had  a  mortgage  on  i 
farm,  and  havmg  invested  the  money  iu  busi- 
ness the  honourable  gentleman  claimed  he 
should  have  the  right  to  deduct  the  interest  at 
though  the  mortgage  were  one  that  was  on  his 
business.  He  might  point  out  to  the  honour- 
able member  that  in  the  case  of  a  mortgage 
being  on  land  tho  mortgagor  was  not  caJled 
upon  to  pay  tax  on  the  land  mortgage  at  aD. 
It  was  the  mortgagee  who  paid. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WARD  said.  Yes.  The  interest  paid  bjr 
the  mortgagor  was  exempted  in  that  parti- 
cular case. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  not  a  question  of 
the  principal ;  this  was  a  question  of  the  in- 
terest only.  The  mortgagee  did  not  pay  the 
interest. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  under  such  a  system  as  ibat 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  suggested,  if 
a  mortgagor  having  a  mortgage  on  bis  farm 
did  not  invest  the  money  in  his  business,  what 
was  to  prevent  his  saying  he  had  invested  the 
money  in  bis  business  when  in  reality  he  had 
invested  it  in  improving  his  farm?  There  «s» 
no  system  he  could  think  of  that  in  practice 
would  prevent  that  from  being  done  ;  and  that 
was  the  difficulty  in  the  way.  If  there  was  any 
reasonable  solution  of  the  difficulty  lie  was 
prepared  to  hear  it,  but  he  thought  there  was 
none.  Now,  a  point  had  been  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  and  he  wa.'i 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  pre- 
sent. Tho  point  he  referred  to  was  in  connec- 
tion with  the  provision  in  the  Act  of  1891 
which  compelled  a  man  who  took  a  mortgage 
to  register  it  if  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the 
mortgagor,  but  did  not  compel  a  bank  in  the 
same  way.  A  bank  might  hold  an  unregistered 
mortgage,  and  might  decline  to  register  it. 
The  provision  in  this  Bill  compelled  the  bank 
to  have  it  registered  if  called  upon  by  the 
mortgagor,  so  that  the  man  might  be  in  the 
same  position  as  a  registered  mortgagor  would 
be  in  the  ordinary  way.  In  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs, 
he  might  say  that  the  difference  in  the  amount 
of  taxation  to   be   coUeoted  from  the  banks 
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under  this  altered  system  would  be  this :  Last 
year  the  total  amount  received  from  the  banks 
was  £5,650 ;  under  this  altered  system  it  would 
be  from  £6,300  to  £6,500.  He  had  said  the 
difEerenoe  would  he  £1,500,  but  it  was  not  so 
much — about  £1,000  was  the  dificrence  in  the 
amount.  It  was  a  much  fairer  method,  and 
it  was  a  very  difficult  matter  to  arrive  at  an 
equitable  and  satisfactory  system,  but  this 
appeared  to  bo  as  fair  a  method  as  could  be 
devised  in  order  to  levy  taxation  on  the  banks. 
He  thought  these  were  the  whole  of  the  points 
njsed  by  honourable  members. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked,  what  was  the  total 
«mount  of  the  difference  in  the  land-  and 
income-tax  revenue  under  this  BiU — the 
amount  of  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
taxation  ? 

JMr.  WABD  might  tell  the  honourable  mem- 
ber that  there  would  be  no  material  increase 
whatever  under  this  Bill,  and  no  material  de- 
crease. The  slight  increase  in  connection  with 
the  system  of  levying  the  tax  on  banks  was  the 
only  one  so  far  as  he  knew.  There  was  a  pro- 
vision in  the  present  Act  that  the  Governor  in 
GouncU  might  make  regulations  so  as  to  adjust 
the  taxation  on  shipping.  It  might  be  that 
another  £1,000  or  £1,500  would  be  brought  in 
from  that  source,  but  ho  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say  positively,  because  it  was  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  place  on  a  satisfactory  system,  and  up 
till  this  time  they  hod  not  been  able  to  get  a 
satisfactory  system.  Annual  returns  of  the 
land  were  just  as  necessary  as  the  annual  re- 
turns of  income.  This  was  a  statistical  depart- 
ment, and  the  taxing  officers  must  be  placed  in 
a  position  to  know  the  variations  that  were 
continually  going  on  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, such  as  the  change  of  owners,  for  instance. 
Everything  of  that  nature  which  transpired 
during  the  twelve  months  must  be  recorded. 
The  object  was  to  make  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment as  easy  as  possible  for  the  taxing  officers. 
People  did  not  like  to  send  in  these  returns,  but 
it  was  unavoidable.  In  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Otaki,  he  might  say,  as  to  his  ques- 
tion about  introducing  a  clause  to  prevent  two 
taxes  being  collected  within  twelve  mouths,  he 
trusted  the  good  sense  of  the  House  would  see 
the  advisability  of  leaving  that  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  day  in  its  ordinary  ad- 
ministration of  the  department.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  hands  of  the 
Government  tied  in  the  direction  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  suggested. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  say  that  an  unregistered  mortgage 
can  be  deducted  7 

Mr.  WAKD.— No  ;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  many  advances 
were  made  for  short  periods, — that  it  would  be  a 
heavy  expense  to  have  the  deeds  registered  in 
suuh  cases  ;  and,  as  long  as  the  taxing  depart- 
mcut  was  secure,  why  should  the  borrower  bo 
compelled  to  register  ?  He  understood  the  de- 
partment was  quite  favourable  to  this, 

Mr.  WABD  would  point  out  to  the  honourable 
member  that,  ol  course,  if  a  mortgage  were  not 


registered  it  could  not  be  deducted,  and  he 
would  point  out  why  the  system  the  honour- 
able gentleman  suggested  could  not  be  assented 
to.  Take  the  case  of  a  person  lodging  securi- 
ties with  a  bank,  and  having  in  the  ordinary 
course  an  understanding  that  when  registered 
it  should  be  for  a  mortgage  for  £3,000.  Sup- 
posing he  got  £10,000,  what  was  to  prevent 
the  bank  saying  they  had  registered  a  mortgage 
for  the  £10,000?  How  could  one  disprove 
that  ?  The  department  must  be  able  to  prove 
it.  There  would  be  a  possibility — ho  did  not 
say  it  would  be  done — with  unscrupulous  people 
of  having  large  sums  set  down  as  mortgages 
which  were  not  mortgages  at  all. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH  DEPARTMENT 
BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  5. — Board  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Board,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  Secretary,"  and 
substitute  "Commissioner  of  Taxes." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. — Repeal. 

Mr.  PIRAKI  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  First  and,"  with  a  view  to  the  omission  of 
the  First  Schedule  of  the  BiU. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ate6,  31. 
Allen  Lamach  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick  Mackintosh        Saunders 

Cadmau  McGuire  Seddon 

Carroll  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  E.  M. 

Flatmau  McKenzie,  B.    Stevens 

Fraser  McLachlan        Ward 

HaU-Jones         Mitehelson        Wilson. 
Harris  Newman 

Heke  O'Regan  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  G.   Farata         .      Lawry 
Joyce  Pere  Mills. 

Noes,  28. 
Buddo  Lang  Russell,  G.  W. 

Button  Maslin  Smith,  G.  J. 

Camcross  Massey  Tanner 

Camell  McQowan  Te  Ao 

Collins  McNab  Thompson 

Crowther  Meredith  Willis. 

Eamshaw  Millar 

Graham  Montgomery  Tellers 

Green  Morrison  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Hutchison,  W.  Finkerton  Firani. 

Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Beeves.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Words  retained. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved,  That  the  head- 
ing ''  Clerical  Division  "  be  inserted  between 
"  Superintendent  of  Electric  Lines  "  and  "As- 
sistant Secretary  and  Inspector." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  ao 
inserted." 
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Ans,  24. 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Saunders 

Oamoross 

Lang 

Smith,  Q.  J. 

OoUins 

Maslin 

Stout 

Orowther 

Meredith 

Thompson 

Duncan 

Millar 

Willis. 

Grafaajn 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Green 

Pinkerton 

Eamshaw 

Heke 

Pirani 

Bussell,  G.  W 

Hogg 

Noes,  89. 

Allen 

Kelly,  W. 

0 'Began 

Buchanan 

Lamach 

Farata 

Buick 

Lawry 

Russell,  W.  R 

Button 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Oadman 

MoOowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell 

McGuire 

Stevens 

Carroll 

McKeuzie,  3. 

Steward 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tanner 

Fraset 

MoLachlan 

Ward 

Hall 

McHab 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Joyce 

Hutchison,  G. 

Newman 

MiUs. 

Hutchison,  W 

Paibs. 

For,  Against. 

Duthie  Massey 

Beeves.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  against,  15. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL  moved  to  strike  ont 
"  £650,"  opposite  "  Assistant  Secretary  and  In- 
spector," with  the  view  of  inserting  "  £550." 

The  Committee  divided    on   the   question, 
"  That  ■  £650 '  be  retained." 


Buchanan 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Flatman 

Eraser 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  27. 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKeuzie,  B. 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Hutchison,  G.   Parata 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Stout 
Ward 
Wilson. 
Tellers. 


Bussell,  W.  E.  Joyce 


Seddon 


Mills. 


Lamach 

Lawry 

Mackintosh 

Noes,  32. 
Allen  Harris  Montgomery 

Buddo  Hogg  Morrison 

Buick  Kelly,  J.  W.       Pinkerton 

Camcross  Kelly,  W.  Saunders 

Camell  Lang  Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  Maslin  Tanner 

Duncan  IiIcGowan  Thompson 

Eamshaw  McLacblan       Willis. 

Graham  McNab  TeOers. 

Green  Meredith  Pirani 

Hall  Millar  Bussell,  G.  W. 

Majority  against,  5. 

Figures  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided   on    the    question, 
"  That '  £550  '  be  inserted." 

Ayes,  17. 
Buddo  Crowtlier  Graham 

Collins  Eamshaw         Green 


Hogg 

Meredith 

Tanner. 

Lang 

BusseU,  a.  W. 

Teller*. 

Mas  in 

Saunders 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

McNab 

Smith,  a.  J. 
Nobs,  48. 

Pirani. 

Allen 

Hntohison,  W. 

O'Begaa 

Bell 

KeUy,  W. 

P&rata 

Buchanan 

Lamach 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Button 

Mackintosh 

BusseU,  W.B. 

Gamell 

Massey 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Stout 

Duthie 

McGuire 

TeAo 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  R. 

Ward 

Hall 

MuLachlan 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Harris 

Montgomery 

TeUer*. 

Heke 

Morrison 

Joyce 

Houston 

Newman 
Paib. 

Mills. 

F<n 

Against. 

Mackenzie,  T.             Beeves. 

Majority  against,  26. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Figures  "  £600  "  inserted. 
Mr.  PIBANI  moved,  That  progceia  be  n- 
ported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buick 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Eraser 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

BeU 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Button 

Camcross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 


Ayes,  24. 
Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Meredith 

Millar 

O'Began 

Parata 

Noes,  48. 
Hutchison,  W. 
KeUy,  W. 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 


Bussell,  O.  W. 
Smith,  0. 1. 
Stoat 
Tanner 
TeAo. 

TelUrs. 
Duncan 
Piz&ni. 


Pinkerton 

Beeves 

BusseU,  W.  B. 

Saondeis 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  U. 

Stevens 

Thompson 

Waxd 

Willis 

WUson. 

Tellert. 
Joyce 
MiUs. 
Majority  against,  19. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  progress  b« 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  13. 
Camcross  MiUar  Tanner. 

Duncan  Pirani 

Green  BusseU,  G.  W.  TiUen. 

KeUy,  J.  W.       Smith,  G.  J.      Eamsbaw 
Lang  Stout  Heke. 


Houston 


McGowan 
McGuiie 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Mitchelson 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
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Noes,  61. 
Allen  Hutchison,  W.  Morrison 

Bell  Joyce  Newm&n 

Buchanan  Kelly,  W.  Parata 

Buddo  Xiamach  Beevea 

Buick  Lawry  Russell,  W.  B. 

Camell  MaMskenzie,  T.    Saunders 

Carroll  Mackintosh        Seddon 

Collins  Massey  Smith,  E.  M. 

Ciowther  MoGowan  Stevens 

Duthie  McGuire  Steward 

Flatman  McKenzie,  J.     Thompson 

Fraser  McKenzie,  B.    Ward 

Graham  McLachlan       Willis 

Hall  McNab  Wilson. 

Hall-Jones         Meredith  Tellers. 

Harris  Mitobelson        Button 

Hogg  Montgomery      Mills. 

Houston 

Majority  against,  88. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  moved  to  strike  out  the 
Third  Schedule  in  clause  6. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  schedule  struck  oat. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  to  add  the  following 
new  danse : — 

"In  the  Clerical  Division  no  cadet  shall 
be  promoted  out  of  the  cadet  class  until  he 
has  passed  the  junior  Civil  Service  examina- 
tion ;  and  no  one  shall  be  promoted  out  of  the 
class  above  that  of  cadet  until  he  has  passed 
the  senior  Civil  Service  examination." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question> 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  27. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W 

Pirani 

Bell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Baddo 

Massey 

Te  Ao 

Buick 

McGow'an 

Thompson 

Crowther 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Dathie 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Eamshaw 

Mitohelson 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Green 

Montgomery 

Stout. 

Heke 

Noes,  83. 

Button 

Houston 

Parata 

CamcrOES 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Camell 

Larnaoh 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Smith,  £.  M. 

Collins 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Duncan 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Ward 

Graham 

McKenzie,  B. 

Willis. 

Hall 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Joyce 

Harris 

O'Regan 

Mills. 

Hogg 

Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.    PIBANI    moved    the 

following    new 

clause:— 

"  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  from  the 
Head  Office  the  Superintendent  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Postal  and 
Telegraph  Department." 

VOL.  LXXXVL-56. 


The    Committee   divided  on   the   question 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  10. 

TeAo  KeUy,J.W. 

Wilson. 


Pirani. 


Noes,  64. 

Hutchison,  G.  Morrison 

Hutchison,  W.  Newman 

Joyce  O'Regan 

Kelly,  W.  Pinkerton 

Lang  Russell,  G.  W. 

Lamach  Russell,  W.  R. 

Mackenzie,  T.  Saunders 

Mackintosh  Seddon 

Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. 

Massey  Smith,  G.  J. 

MoGowan  Stevens 

McKenzie,  3.  Tanner 

McKenzie,  B.  Thompson 

McLachlan  Ward 

McNab  Willis. 
Meredith  Tellers. 

Mitchelson  Lawzy 

Montgomery  Mills. 


Allen 
Dunosn 
Green 
Heke 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Carncross 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Majority  against,  44. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  he  woald  be  in 
order  in  moving  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  adding  a  small  sum  to  the  Second 
Schedule. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  something  beyond 
what  was  set  down  in  the  Bill  as  sent  down 
by  message  from  the  Governor  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  in  that  case  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  increase  the  item. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  Mr.  Speaker 
ruled  that  this  was  an  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  a  money  Bill  so 
far  as  it  affected  certain  salaries  ;  therefore  an 
item  in  it  could  not  be  increased  by  a  private 
member  without  the  consent  of  the  Crown. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Will  you  allow  me,  Sir,  to 
say  something  on  a  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— On  what  I  have  decided  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  know  that  Mr. 
Speaker  had  decided  the  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  have  decided  this  is  a 
money  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  ruled  that  any 
amendment  to  increase  salaries  could  not  be 
made  by  the  House  without  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Crown. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wished  to  point  out  to  Mr. 
Speaker  that  these  items  were  not  salaries. 
Salaries  were  provided  for  in  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  These  were  only  limits  withm  which  the 
estimates  were  to  go. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  items  fixed  the 
maximum  and  minimum  rate  of  pay,  and 
clearly  affected  salaries. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  said  there  was  one  Ealaijr  in 
regard  to  which  he  wished  to  have  the  decision 
of  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  was  the  item  that  all 
the  discussion  had  been  about. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  asked  if  the  point  was  rtdsed 
in  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  said  if  the  point  was  raised 
in  Committee,  and  decided  by  the  Chairman, 
it  could  not  be  reviewed  by  the  Chair. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked,  if  the  Chairman  ruled 
in  a  certain  way,  had  not  members  the  right  to 
appeal  to  the  Speaker  ? 

Mr.  SPKAKKB.— No. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  Mr.  Speaker  ruled  in 
1887  that  there  was  power  on  the  part  pf  the 
Committee  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB.— Not  of  an  individual  mem- 
ber. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  No,  but  the  Committee. 
That  was  the  point.  They  admitted  that  uo 
individual  member  could  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Speaker.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
Committee  could  take  the  opinion  of'  the 
Speaker  if  thej  carried  a  resolution  to  that 
effect.  Last  year  there  were  no  less  than 
three  resolutions  moved  in  Committee,  which 
would  be  found  at  pages  147  and  235  of  the 
Journals  of  the  House.  He  understood  the 
practice  was,  if  a  Committee  carried  a  reso- 
lution to  the  effect  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Speaker  be  asked,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Chairman,  if  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
were  in  favour  of  it,  to  report  the  matter  to  the 
Speaker  and  ask  his  ruling  on  the  point.  He 
could  only  say  that  used  to  be  the  practice. 
When  he  was  formerly  in  the  House  he  had 
seen  it  done.  He  found  that  Mr.  Speaker  had 
ruled  in  1888,  and  that  it  appeared  in  Volume 
60,  page  852,  of  Hansard  to  the  following  effect 
— this  was  from  the  "Decisions  of  the  Speakers" 
oollected  by  Mr.  Barron :  "  Speaker  does  not 
interfere  with  the  decisions  of  the  Chairman 
unless  the  Committee  express  a  wish  to  take  his 
opinion.  An  individual  member  cannot  appeal 
from  the  Chairman  to  the  Speaker."  That 
being  so,  in  Committee  the  Chairman  had  pre- 
vented them  from  taking  the  opinion  of  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— If  the  Chairman  had  de- 
cided the  point  the  Speaker  would  not  review 
it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Then,  what  was  their  right? 
The  Speaker  having  ruled  that  the  Committee 
could  appeal  to  him,  was  the  Committee  to  be 
deprived  of  that  ?  and,  if  so,  what  rights  bad 
the  Committee? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  it  was  most  distinctly 
laid  down  by  the  highest  authorities  that  from 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  there  was  no 
appeal  to  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Even  by  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  he  understood  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  direct  the  Chairman  to  ask  the 
Speaker's  opinion.  If  the  Chairman  had  given 
his  ruling  on  the  point  there  was  no  appeal  from 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees.  Ha 
must  say  it  was  not  customary  to  attempt  to 
argue  points  of  order  with  the  Speaker,     He 


had  given  a  distinct  decision  on  the  matter, 
and  it  was  not  in  order  to  dispute  the  Speaker's 
decision  in  an  irregular  way,  as  was  now  being 
done.  He  had  now  stated  what  his  decision 
was  on  the  matter,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  wished  to  contest  it  any  farther 
there  was  a  proper  mode  of  doing  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  wish  to  con- 
test it ;  he  only  asked  the  question  so  that  Mr. 
Speaker  should  direct  them  what  to  do  in  the 
event  of  the  Chairman  refusing  to  allow  the 
Committee — not  an  individual  member — to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker.  If  the  Chair- 
man would  not  allow  them  to  do  that  when  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  were  in  favour  of  it, 
what  was  their  remedy  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees had  the  same  authority  of  ruling  points 
of  order  in  Committee  as  the  Speaker  in  the 
House,  and  his  ruling  must  be  obeyed.  If 
his  decisions  were  unsatisfactory  there  was  a 
way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  He  would  not 
say  anything  further  than  that. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wanted  to  know  how  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  give  effect  to  its  wishes.  \Vu 
it  to  be  done  on  a  motion  to  report  progress? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  tha;t  was  a  question  for 
the  Chairman,  not  for  him,  to  decide. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  was  not  referring  to 
the  Chairman ;  the  point  was  not  raised  in  the 
Conunittee;  but  he  wanted  to  know,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  if  the  Committee 
wanted  to  take  the  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
Speaker  was  to  be  consulted  or  not,  how  wen 
they  to  do  it  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  that  was  a  point  m 
which  the  Chairman  would  rule. 

Mr.  PIBANI  moved.  That  this  Bill  be  read 
a  third  time  that  day  three  months.  He 
thought  that  they  had  every  reason  to  stop 
the  progress  of  this  Bill,  considering  the  mui- 
nor  in  which  it  hod  been  pushed  forward.  He 
thought,  if  the  House  was  denied  every  other 
right  of  interfering  with  this  Bill,  the  onlr 
way  was  for  them  to  put  down  their  foot  and 
decide  that  the  Bill  should  not  go  throngh 
at  all.  In  consequence  of  the  way  in  whick 
the  Bill  had  been  pushed  forward,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  manner  in  which  every  attempt 
to  get  justice  done  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill 
had  been,  he  might  almost  say,  burked,  it  «u 
best  for  the  House  and  for  the  country  that 
a  motion  be  passed  that  the  Bill  should  be  resd 
that  day  three  months,  instead  of  passing  into 
law 

Mr.  J.  \V.  KELLY  seconded  the  amendment 
It  seemed  to  him  their  liberties  were  being  car- 
tailed  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  He  must  say 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  pushing  this 
Bill  through  met  with  his  entire  disapproval. 
After  they  had  succeeded  in  carrying  £50  addi- 
tion to  a  salary  of  £550,  the  Committee  had 
attempted  to  get  an  addition  made  to  the 
smaller  salaries,  and  no  sooner  had  they  done 
BO  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer  rose  to  a  point 
of  order,  and  the  Chairman  decided  it  was  im- 
possible to  do  what  was  proposed.  Under  the 
circumstances  he  thought  nothing  they  could 
do  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Bill  was  too  much. 
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Mr.  SEDOON  asked  the  mover  and  the 
seconder  of  the  amendment  whether  they  did 
not  thinlc  they  were  punishing  deserving  officers, 
«nd  at  the  same  time  would  not  be  a  jot  further 
forward  in  the  object  they  had  in  view.  There 
was  a  way,  if  either  the  Speaker  or  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  did  not  do  justice  to  the 
House  or  to  the  Committee,  as  the  case  might 
be,  and  only  one  way — by  resolution — to  oues- 
tion  what  they  had  done.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  was  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
Bill,  as  a  protest  against  the  decision.  Was 
the  House  to  be  put  in  this  position?  Were 
A  majority  prepared  to  take  such  a  course  ?  It 
would  be  a  reflection  on  the  House,  and  he 
would  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen,  now 
they  were  brought  face  to  face  with  the  true 
position,  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
voted  with  the  Oovemment  on  the  division 
which  led  to  all  the  trouble,  and  it' could  not 
be  said  that  he  had  opposed  the  Bill  through 
Committee.  But  he  exceedingly  regretted  that 
the  Committee,  being  desirous  of  having  an  im- 
portant question  decided,  was  denied  the  pri- 
vilege, and  denied  by  the  Government.  The 
Government  ought  to  have  aided  them  to  get 
the  question  settled,  and  if  that  had  been 
done  they  would  have  got  through  two  or  three 
more  Bills  that  night.  But  business  had  been 
blocked.  It  was  tJways  best  to  yield  to  mem- 
bers in  order  that  a  difficult  question  might 
be  cleared  up.  He  meant  no  reflection  on  the 
Chairman  of  Committees:  his  conclusion  might 
be  right;  but  he  regretted  that  an  opportunity 
was  not  given  to  the  Committee  to  have  the 
-question  thoroughly  decided  in  the  House.  As 
to  the  Bill  itself,  he  looked  upon  it  not  as  an 
Appropriation  Bill  at  all.  It  was  simply  to 
say  what  might  bo  the  possible  salary  —  not 
what  was  to  bo  the  salary,  but  what  was  the 
minimum  and  what  the  maximum  salary.  The 
salary  that  had  led  to  so  much  trouble  had  been 
'voted  this  year,  at  £5S0,  and  the  Bill  allowed 
that  that  salary — not  for  any  one  officer,  but 
some  officer — might  reach  £G0O;  but  it  was  not 
an  appropriation  at  all,  because  the  salary  had 
been  already  appropriated.  They,  in  Commit- 
tee, could  not.  understand  why  the  Chairman 
-did  not  allow  them  to  vary  small  amounts  of 
possible  salaries — not  of  the  appropriations  at 
all — and  he  certainly  could  not  understand  the 
point. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  position  appeared  to 
be  that  a  minority  had  a  gag  placed  upon  it, 
and  he  saw  nothing  else  in  it  but  ui  attempt 
to  take  away  the  privileges  of  the  minority, 
when  a  Chairman  of  Committees  refused  to 
put  a  motion  when  moved  by  that  minority. 
They  had  only  to  get  a  pliable  Cbaiirman  of 
Committees,  and  there  was  no  appeal ;  he  was 
master  of  the  situation,  and  migbt  rule  as  he 
liked ;  and  if  the  Government  did  not  take  the 
matter  up  and  get  redress  honourable  members 
were  compleLely  at  their  mercy.  Ho  thought 
this  ought  to  be  known,  and  that  ^he  Standing 
Orders  should  be  altered  next  session,  so  that 


the  difficulty  might  be  in  future  averted.  In 
reference  to  this  matter,  he  had  no  feeling  as 
against  the  Bill — not  the  slightest — ^but  he  felt 
sure  that  the  position  they  were  placed  in  that 
night  was  a  very  unfortunate  one  indeed,  and 
one  he  individually  would  resent.  It  did  not 
matter  what  Government  might  be  in  office; 
for  as  far  as  he  could  see  the  only  way  out 
of  the  difficulty  was  that  they  would  have  to 
submit  in  the  meantime,  and  make  an  effort  to 
have  the  Standing  Orders  changed  in  some 
way,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  get  decisions  in 
Committee  reviewed.  Especially  if  the  Chair- 
man acted  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  spirit 
or  form  of  the  procedure  as  conducted  by  the 
Speaker  in  the  full  House,  then  those  aggrieved 
should  have  power  to  get  his  decisions  reviewed. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  a  warning  to  the  House 
in  regard  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and 
that  when  members  returned  next  session  the 
first  thing  they  would  do  would  be  to  rescind 
any  appointment  that  might  have  been  made, 
or,  at  any  rate,  to  amend  the  Standing  Orders 
in  such  a  way  that  members  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  being  heard  and  getting  a  de- 
cision in  accordance  with  what  they  thought 
was  fair-play  to  both  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  that  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  lost  was  very 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  referred  to  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and,  in 
justice  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  th« 
position  ought  to  be  placed  before  the  House. 
What  was  the  position  ?  In  Committee  on  this 
matter  the  honourable  member  for  Chalmers 
desired  to  move  an  increase  in  one  vote. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  a  vote. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  desired  to  move  an  in- 
crease in  one  of  the  items  in  the  classification 
attached  to  the  Bill  —  to  increase  the  limits 
within  one  division  by  £10.  He  (Mr.  Ward) 
hod  risen  to  a  point  of  order,  and  had  asked 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  whether  an 
honourable  member  could  move  an  increase 
in  the  direction  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Chalmers,  and  the  Chairman  had 
ruled  that  such  a  motion  was  not  in  order. 
The  Speaker's  ruling  hod  now  b,een  asked  on 
the  same  point,  and  he  upheld  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.  The  Chairman  was 
now  absent  from  the  House,  but  he  had  done 
his  duty  in  the  matter ;  and  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  make 
a  serious  reflection  upon  that  officer  simply 
because  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  say  that 
next  session  they  should  put  him  out  of  office. 
That  was  not  fair. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  for  what  he  hat 
done  to- night. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  how  was  it  not  for  what  he 
had  done  that  night  ?  The  Chairman  o!  Com- 
mittees was  a  responsible  officer,  and  if  any 
fault  was  to  bo  found  with  him  on  a  parti- 
cular charge  members  could  sheet  it  home  to 
him  in  a  proper  way  if  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  it ;  but  on  the  case  that  had  been 
reported  from  Committee  that  evening  the 
ruling  had  been  thoroughly  impartial  as  far 
as  the    Chaiiman  was   concerned.     On   th^ 
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game  point  of  order  a  mUng  had  been  given 
hy  the  Speaker  in  the  House  exactly  the  same 
ae  given  by  the  Chairman  of  Committees  ;  yet 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  had  stated 
he  had  done  something  wrong.  It  was  just  as 
lann  ^^">  ^  the  honoarable  member  for 
'  Invercargill  had  made  an  accusation 
against  him  (Mr.  Ward),  that  he  should  refer 
to  it.  He  was  not  going  to  be  attacked  by  the 
honourable  member,  or  by  any  other  member 
of  the  House,  without  defending  himself.  He 
had  said  that  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  opposed  some 
Bmall  increase  on  small  salaries. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— I  said  yon  rose  to  a 
point  of  order,  and  so  prevented  our  carrying  it. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  some  of  the  smallest 
salaries  in  the  service  had  received  the  greatest 
consideration  from  him,  without  his  being 
prompted  by  anybody,  and  these  salaries  had 
been  materially  increased  since  the  department 
had  been  under  his  control.  The  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  had  said  that  the 
whole  Bill  was  blocked  because  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  had  acted  in  a  particular  way. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — No. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  understood  him  to  say 
that. 

SirR.  STOUT. — I  meant  that  a  great  deal  of 
time  was  wasted  that  ought  not  to  have  been 
wasted. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  honourable  member  said 
that  the  cause  of  the  blocking  of  the  Bill  was 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  in 
connection  with  the  point  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Chalmers. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — The  refusal  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  WABD  asked,  when  did  that  occur  ?  It 
was  after  the  Bill  had  been  blocked  and  de- 
bated for  some  five  boun.  That  point  was 
raised  five  hours  after  the  Bill  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  was  not  blocked. 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  was  in  some  cases  blocked. 
That  was  his  opinion,  and  he  was  entitled  to 
hold  his  opinion.  And,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Invercargill  said  that  the  liberties 
of  the  House  had  been  curtailed  in  connection 
with  this  Bill,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  surprised  at 
such  a  statement.  Here  was  a  Bill  of  seven 
clauses  taking  six  hours  to  discuss,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  liberties  of  the  House  were  being 
curtailed.  He  heA  never  seen  a  Bill  more 
freely  debated  in  that  House,  and  he  had 
never  seen  honourable  members  talk  so  freely 
as  some  did  on  that  Bill  since  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  House.  There  had  been  no 
such  thing  as  curtailment  of  their  liberties. 
They  moved  amendments ;  and  there  was  no 
attempt  made  to  curtail  their  liberties.  Some 
honourable  gentlemen  took  exception  to  an 
increase  in  a  particular  salary.  They  were 
witbin  their  rights  in  doing  so,  and  he  found 
no  fault  with  them  for  doing  that  and  endea- 
vouring to  get  it  reduced  ;  but,  after  the  matter 
had  been  finally  fixed  in  Committee,  he  did 
not  think  it  right,  fair,  or  reasonable  to  have 
the  matter  discussed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
Mr.  Ward 


her  for  Palmerston.    That  honoarable  member 
had   put   his   view  of  the   matter  on   record, 
and  ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with  that. 
It  was  not  fair  to  blame  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  in  the  matter.    He  (Mr.  Ward)  wu 
not  there  to  stick  up  for  any  member  of  the 
House,  and  the  Chairman  of  Committees  wu 
able  to  take  care  of  himself ;  but  he  had  giTsa 
his    ruling    quite    impartially,   and   correctly, 
in  his  (Mr.  Ward's)  opinion.      They  had  had 
the  Speaker,  whose  opinion  no  one  in  the  HocM 
would  question,  confirming  what  the  Chaiimia 
of  Committees  had  done  on  this  Bill,  and  it 
was  not  right  to  make  imputations  upon  uj 
one  because  honourable  members  had  not  best 
able  to  get  a  reduction  in  this  particular  saiaiy. 
There  had  been  six  hoars  of  free  talk  flowin; 
in  Committee  on  this  Bill — a  whole  six  hams. 
There  was  no  gag  about  that.      All  the  talt 
came  from  a  few  members,  and  they  talked 
very  fully,  emd — he  would  not  say  fiercely,  bnt 
— very  strongly,  on  the  appointments.    Then 
was  no  such  thing   as   a   gag.      Honoanble 
members  put  their  views  on  record,  and  then 
was  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  gag  in  comle^ 
tion  with  the  matter.     He  coula  only  say  tlut 
the  whole  Bill  was  debated  fully  and  freely; 
and  he  did  not  think  now,  when  they  had  gA 
to  the  third  reading,  the  amendment  of  tbi 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  was  sed- 
ously  moved.      He  therefore  suggested  to  tin 
honoarable  gentleman  that,  having  pat  his  pro- 
test on  record,  there  was  no  use  in  going  to  s 
division,  and  that  he  might  as  well  witbdnv 
his  amendment  under  the  circumstances.   Ha 
regretted,  himself,  that  the  debate  upon  Qiif 
matter  had  taken  place.    There  were  a  good 
many  points  about  it.     However,  he  did  not 
want  to  again  go  over  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  connection  with  these  appoint- 
ments. He  would  merely  say  that  while  honoai- 
able  members  were  no  doubt  anxious  to  do 
what  was  right,  and  while  they  were  probal)^ 
anxious  to  help  an  oflScer  in  the  service,  tbeir 
anxiety  seemed  to   him   to  be  of  a  mistimes 
character.  As  for  the  course  pursued,  he  would 
say  that  the  officer  would  think  it  was  a  as 
of  "  Save  me  from  my  friends."     That  was  thi 
plain  meaning  of  it.    And  he  hoped  the  hononi- 
able  member  for  Palmerston  would  now  see  it 
to  withdraw  the  amendment.    He  had  meiel; 
wished  to  say  that  he  could  not  stand  by  sod 
allow  reflections  to   be   cast  upon  the  Cbtit- 
man  of  Committees,  who  had  been  improperiy 
blamed  for  blocking  the  business,  when  the  Bill 
had  been  debated  for  some  five  hours  befon 
this  particular  point  of  order  waa  raised. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  thought  the  Oolonid 
Treasurer  was  hardly  right  in  stating  they  baa 
been  debating  the  Bill  for  five  or  six  boon. 
The  point  at  issue  was  not  debated  very  long- 
It  was  a  very  short  debate,  and  this  particnlx 
point  was  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  put 
it  before  the  House.  He  did  not  dispnte  the 
Chairman's  ruling  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  K 
was  upon  his  resolution  that  the  whole  ques^c^ 
arose,  and  where  members  felt  that  ttaey  bid 
been — "  gagged  "  was  not  the  right  word  to  nse— 
where  they  had  not  been  able  to  get  the  opiaioB 
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of  the  Chair.  According  to  the  ruling  that 
had  bsen  laid  down  in  the  House,  although 
a  private  member  might  not  challenge  the 
ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  the 
Committee  as  a  whole  could  challenge  his 
ruling  in  order  to  get  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling. 
That  was  where  the  conflict  came  in,  and  he 
understood  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Falmerston  to  be  simply  a  protest 
against  the  course  pursued; — that  while  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  might  or  might  not 
have  been  right  in  his  ruling,  yet,  as  they 
ooald  not  get  a  review  of  his  decision, — which 
appeared  to  be  right  according  to  the  ruling 
that  had  been  given  now, — they  set  to  work  to 
block  the  Bill  in  Committee.  He  thought  it 
was  a  most  unpleasant  position  for  members  to 
find  themselves  in.  They  felt  that  they  were 
aggrieved  that  the  ruling  was  not  carried  out 
according  to  their  idea  of  what  was  right,  and 
according  to  the  past  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker 
O'Borke.  Their  only  mode  of  redress  appeared 
to  be  to  stonewall  the  Bill.  That  was  an  un- 
fortunate position  to  find  one's-self  in,  and 
lie  certainly  did  not  believe  members  had  a 
right  to  do  so  —  because  they  could  not  get 
their  way  on  an  item  that  they  must  then 
«hallenge  all  the  items.  That  was  not  a  proper 
way  to  do  business.  Each  item  should  be 
fought  out  on  its  merits.  While  he  thought 
'  the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers  were  not 

S roper  ones,  yet  he  felt  that  they  had  a  right  to 
eal  with  other  questions,  and  he  would  sup- 
port the  honourable  member  for  Falmerston 
only  and  simply  as  a  protest  against  the  posi- 
tion in  which  l^e  House  had  been  put. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  Bill  read  a 
third  time. 

SEA-PISHEEIES  BILL. 

IS   COMMIITEB. 

Clause  20. —  License  not  to  exceed  five 
years. 

Mr.  MILLAB  moved  to  strike  out  "five 
years,"  and  insert  "  three  years." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  21. —  Governor  may  grant  exclusive 
licenses  for  taking  oysters  from- natural  beds. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  word  "  four- 
teen "  be  inserted  in  line  4  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  24.— Bights  of  the  occupier. 

Sir  R,  STOUT  moved.  That  the  word 
*'  twenty-ono  "  be  inserted  in  line  3. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  48. — Prohibition  of  the  use  of  dyna- 
mite in  fisheries. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved,  That  the  words  "or 
any  whale  "  be  inserted  in  the  second  line. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  70. — Proceedings  against  Natives  to 
ba  taken  only  when  authorised  by  Native 
Minister. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  paragraph : — 

"  The  aforesaid  authority  of  the  Native 
Minister  may  from  time  to  time  be  signified 
by  him   to   any  person   either   geuenUly  or 


specifically,  and  shall  be  valid  if  signified  by 
telegraph  or  telephone  message." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  the  following  nevr 
clause : — 

"Every  person  who  obstructs,  hinders,  or 
prevents  any  person  from  lawfully  taking 
oysters  from  any  oyster-bed  is  liable  for  every 
such  offence  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than 
twenty  shillings  nor  more  than  twenty  pounds. 

"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  he  deemed  to 
protect  such  first-mentioned  person  from  any 
other  punishment  to  which  he  may  have  ren- 
dered himself  liable  by  any  ofience  against  this 
section." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  to  add  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Only  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  shall  have 
jurisdiction  in  respect  of  any  offence  under 
this  Act  which  entails  a  fine  or  penalty  ex- 
ceeding fifty  pounds  in  amount." 

Agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  bo  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  HEKE  wished  to  place  his  protest  in 
reference  to  this  Bill  on  record.  There  were 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which,  it  was  quite  clear, 
were  inconsistent  with  tiie  treaty  that  was 
made  between  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  the 
Native  chiefs  of  New  Zealand.  This,  of  course, 
related  to  any  property  the  Natives  might  hold 
either  individually  or  in  common,  which  were 
confirmed  to  them  by  Article  2  of  that  treaty. 
It  was  his  desire  to  send  a  protest  to  Her 
Majesty  through  the  Governor  in  respect  to  all 
Bills  appertaining  to  the  property  of  Natives, 
so  as  to  get  an  understanding  as  to  the  real 
effect  of  this  treaty.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
whole  treaty,  according' to  the  action  of  the 
House,  was  being  treated  merely  as  waste- 
paper,  and  he  wished  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing, not  for  himself,  but  for/  the  Natives 
of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole.  It  did  not  appear 
to  be  out  of  place  for  him  to  assume  that  the 
Natives  had  been  deceived  in  the  first  place 
in  1840  into  signing  such  a  document  as  that, 
if  it  was  not  to  be  recognised  by  the  Government 
or  Parliament.  If  that  was  so,  it  would  be  far 
better  that  the  Natives  should  come  to  an 
understanding  as  to  whether  Her  Majesty  on 
the  one  part  or  the  Government  of  New  ZeiJand 
on  the  other  part  should  recognise  that  treaty, 
which  was  made  in  good  faith,  and  which  was 
signed  by  the  chiefs  of  New  Zealand  in  1840  in 
good  faith.  The  whole  thing  meant  nothing 
more  than  this:  that  it  would  be  far  better  for 
the  Natives  to  come  to  a  distinct  understand- 
ing that  the  treaty  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  waste-paper,  or  else  it  was  something.  If 
it  was  nothing,  sJl  he  could  say  was  that  the 
Natives  had  been  deceived  by  Her  Majesty's 
representative  who  came  to  the  Bay  of  Islands 
and  induced  the  Natives  to  sign  that  treaty. 
Under  the  Instructions  that  were  issued  m 
1892  to  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand,  under 
the  heading  of  Bills  not  to  be  assented  to  by 
the  Governor  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  no  Bill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


886 


Land  and  Income 


[HOUSE.]         Atsesment  Bill.         [Oct.  17 


that  ehoald  be  inconsistent  with  any  obligation 
imposed  on  the  Queen  by  the  treaty  was  to  be 
assented  to  by  the  Governoi  of  New  Zealand, 
but  such  a  Bill  was  to  be  sent  Home  for  the  di- 
rect assent  of  Her  Majesty  before  the  Governor 
could  do  anything  in  the  matter.  If  the  Bill 
was  urgent  the  Governor  could  give  his  assent, 
but  he  must  immediately  notify  the  fact  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  was  his  desire  that  the 
Natives  should  come  to  a  better  understanding 
in  reference  to  this  treaty.  He  must  again 
repeat  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Natives 
to  understand  thoroughly  whether  they  had 
been  deceived  in  the  first  place  or  not.  Under 
this  Bill,  if  the  Natives  wished  to  sell  oysters 
they  had  to  obtain  a  license,  and  that  provision 
was  contrary  to  an  article  in  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi. 

Mr.  WARD  had  one  word  to  say  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  bad  last  spoken. 
This  Bill  was  a  consolidating  Bill,  and  the 
clause  objected  to  by  the  honourable  member 
was  the  law  at  the  present  time.  He  had  ex- 
plained the  position  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  Committee.  If  what  the  honourable 
member  asked  were  done,  they  would  have  to 
cancel  the  granting  of  licenses  to  Europeans. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  not  expect 
impossibilities  to  be  done. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT 

BILL. 
Clause  S.— Annual   returns  of  land,  mort- 
gages, and  income. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved.  That  the  words 
"  land,  mortgages,  and,"  in  line  4,  be  struck 
out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  21. 
Camcross  MoKenzie,  B.    Seddon 

Carnell  Millar  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll  Montgomery      Stevens 

Collins  Morrison  Ward. 

Duncan  Pinkerton  Tellers. 

Hogg  Beeves  Harris 

Lawry  Saunders  Mills. 

MoOowan 

Noes,  23. 
Buick  Lang  Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther  Maslin  Stout 

Duthie  Massey  Tanner 

Earnshaw  McLachlan        Thompson 

Flatman  Meredith  Willis. 

Green  Mitchelson  Tellers. 

Hall-Jones         Newman  Mackenzie,  T. 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Pirani  Wilson. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Bell 

Graham  Buchanan 

Hall  Bussell,  W.  R. 

Mackintosh  Hutchison,  G. 

McEenzie,  J.  Allen 

McNab.  To  Ao. 

Majority  agaiiut,  2. 
3tr.  Eeke 


Words  struck  out. 

Clause  6. — Subsection  (1) :  As  to  annual  re- 
turns of  land  and  mortgages. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  sub- 
section. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  subsection  proposed  to  be  omitted 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  24. 


Carnell 

McGowan 

Beeves 

Carroll 

McKcnzie, 

J. 

Seddon 

Collins 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

Millar 

Stevens 

Hall 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Harris 

O'Regan 

Tellen. 

Hogg 

Parata 

MUls 

Houston 

Pere 

Pinkerton. 

Lawry 

Nous,  27. 

AUen 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buddo 

Maslin 

Stout 

Buick 

Massey 

Tanner 

Crowther 

McLachlan 

I 

Thompson 

Duthie 

Meredith 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Newman 

Eamshaw 

Hall-Jones 

Pirani 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Heke 

Paibs 

For 

Against. 

Cadman 

Mitchelson 

Camcross 

TeAo 

Kelly,  W. 

Green 

Lamach 

Button 

Mackintosh 

Hutchison,  G. 

MoNab. 

McGuire. 

Majority  against,  3. 
Subsection  struck  out. 
Progress  reported. 
The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  18th  October,  189*. 


First  BeadingB— Seoond  Headings— Third  Kaadint— 
Major  C.  Brown— Wilson  Land  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfkakeb  took  the   chair  A 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Post  and  Telegraph  D«- 
partment  Bill,  Sea-fisheries  Bill,  Counties  Ve- 
hicle-licensing Bill,  ToDgariro  National  Fade 
Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Tongariro  National  Park  Bill,  Wilson  Land 
Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Tongariro  National  Park  Bill. 

MAJOR  C.  BROWN. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  moved,  That  tiu  re- 
port of  the  Public  Petitions  Cotnmittte  on  <*• 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]         Major  C.  Brown. 


[COUNCIL.] 


Major  C.  Brovm. 


887 


jpetition  of  Major  Charles  Brown  he  referred  to 
the  Oovemment  for  their  consideraticn.  It  was 
only  by  a  motion  of  tliis  sort  that  the  report 
of  the  Puhlic  Petitions  Committee  on  Major 
Srown'a  petition  coald  reach  the  Government 
and  be  considered.  The  Committee  bad  not 
pronounced  judgment  on  the  petitioner's  case, 
but  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  he  was  entitled  to  be  tried 
'by  an  independent  tribunal.  He  concurred 
-with  that  opinion,  that  any  officer  charged 
-with  an  offence  should  have  such  a  trial.  He 
did  not  blame  the  Government  in  the  matter, 
am  no  doubt  they  acted  in  good  faith ;  but  he 
lioped  that  they  would  now  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  for 
final  decision.  This  would  do  justice  to  the 
petitioner,  and  would  satisfy  the  public  that 
the  Oovemment  were  not  averse  from  any 
course  which  tended  to  protect  the  rights  of 
individual  members  of  the  service. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  did  not  think  the 
gentleman  referred  to  was  entitled  to  any  fur- 
ther considefTation.  As  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
lie  had  appended  his  signature  and  certified  to 
the  correctness  of  a  document  which  had  been 
proved  to  be  incorrect,  and  he  (Mr.  Shrimski) 
considered  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  further 
consideration  than  he  bad  received. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  last  spoken  was  labour- 
ing under  a  mistake.  Major  Brown  was  not 
acting  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  A  Justice  of 
the  Peace  named  Ward  appended  his  signatuita 
to  a  document  interpreted  by  Major  Brown. 
But  Major  Brown  was  not  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
that,  in  answer  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  the 
Council  should  he  informed  of  the  position  of 
the  matter.  The  position  was  this :  One  Meri- 
nga,  a  Native  woman,  owned  a  piece  of  land, 
and  her  son,  for  her,  agreed  to  sell  the  land  to 
a  man  named  Cunningham,  through  a  man 
named  Humphries,  for  the  sum  of  £40.  Hum- 
phriea's  position  was  somewhat  ambiguous, 
and  it  wa.s  doubtful  whether  he  acted  as  agent 
for  Moringa  or  for  Cunningham  ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Stewart)  wasi  inclined  to  think  he  was  a  go- 
between  for  both  parties,  and  that  his  leaning 
was  perhaps  in  favour  of  Cunningham.  The 
position,  so  far  as  Major  Brown  was  concerned, 
had  been  entirely  misunderstood,  and  in  his 
(Mr.  Stewart's)  opinion  had  been  grossly  mis- 
represented. Brown  was  called  upon,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  an  interpreter,  to 
interpret  a  declaration  which  Meringa  made 
in  reference  to  this  sale.  There  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  Brown  had  interpreted  the  de- 
claration correctly  when  the  matter  in  dispute 
came  to  be  considered ;  but  a  difBonlty  arose  on 
this  question.  The  declaration  stated  that  £40 
had  been  paid  to  Meringa.  The  agreement  to 
aell  stated  that  it  was  a  sale  for  £40 — £25  to  be 
paid  in  cash,  and  £15  to  go  towards  making 
Meringa's  title  to  the  land  good.  Kawatiri, 
her  son,  by  whom  the  sale  was  effected  origin- 
ally, received  the  £5,  and  the  sum  of  £15  was 
paid  to  Meringa.     Brown  stated  that  he  be- 


lieved Humphries  had  been  paid  the  balance  of 
the  purchase-money  at  the  time  the  declara- 
tion was  made,  and  that,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  transaction  was  a  bond  fide  and 
straightforward  one.  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  Humphries  had  not,  in  point  of  fact,  re- 
ceived from  Cunningham  more  than  £30 :  that 
was  to  say,  the  difference  between  £20  and  £25 
had  not  been  paid  to  Humphries.  What  under- 
standing had  existed  between  Cunningham 
and  Humphries  it  was  impossible  to  say,  bat 
Brown  stated  emphatically  that  he  believed 
that  Humphries  was  Meringa's  agent.  The 
matter  went  before  the  Native  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Stuart,  who  investigated  the  matter,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  purchase- 
money  ought  to  be  raised  to  £70.  This  was 
after  the  time  Brown  made  the  declaration. 
Cunningham,  in  order  to  complete  the  sale,  did, 
in  point  of  fact,  pay  the  £70.  Humphries  got, 
on  the  22nd  of  July,  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  thought, 
an  order  from  Meringa  to  receive  all  moneys 
coming  to  her  in  respect  to  this  sale.  But 
the  declaration  bad  been  signed  before  that, 
and  that  was  why  he  thought  Brown  was  in  no 
way  affected  by  this  question,  because  he  was 
not  concerned  about  the  value  of  the  land,  and 
had  no  special  knowledge  of  the  transaction. 
But  the  Native  Commissioner,  Mr.  Stuart, 
held  that  £70  ought  to  be  paid,  instead  of  £40 ; 
and  Humphries  made  what  seemed  to  be  a  very 
exorbitant  demand  for  his  services — £13  some 
odd  shillings.  Meringa  sued  Humphries  for 
the  moneys  he  received  on  her  behalf  from 
Cunningham,  and  the  case  came  before  Judge 
Kettle  and  a  jury,  when  the  jury  found  that 
Humphries  h(id  been  overpaid  to  the  extent  of 
£10,  and  judgment  went  against  him  for  that 
amount.  But  bo  far  as  the  petitioner.  Brown, 
was  concerned,  he  was  no  more  liable  than  the 
man  in  the  moon  for  this  transaction.  The 
Committee  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion 
that  Brown  was  entitled  to  an  inquiry,  on 
the  assumption  that  he  had  been  unfairly 
treated.  The  question  arose  as  to  what  his 
duties  were  as  an  interpreter  —  whether  he 
was  to  interpret  documents  and  not  concern 
himself  as  to  whether  there  was  any  dis- 
pute whatever  as  to  the  facts  alleged.  But 
Judge  Kettle  seemed  to  think  it  was  his  duty 
to  satisfy  himself  that  the  statements  in  the 
declaration  were  correct,  and  that  Meringa  had 
received  this  £40.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  thought 
that  was  a  view  of  the  duty  which  no  one  for 
a  moment  would  maintain.  He  himself  main- 
tained that  so  long  as  Brown  made  what  was 
a  true  declaration  he  was  not  in  any  way 
responsible.  The  real  fact  of  the  matter  was 
that  this  man  Humphries,  about  whom  he  did 
not  wish  to  say  anything  unpleasant,  seemed  to 
have  been  acting  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  him- 
self clothed  with  authority  from  Meringa  to 
receive  this  money,  and,  having  got  the  money, 
he  had  deducted  too  much  of  it,  to  the  extent 
of  about  £10,  in  payment  for  his  own  services 
in  the  matter.  Judge  Kettle  said  that  in  his 
opinion  Brown  had  acted  negligently  in  not 
seeing  that  the  statements  in  the  document 
were  correct;  but  Mr.  Ward,  the  Justice  of  the 
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Peace,  seemed  to  know  all  the  oironmatances, 
and  nothing  was  said  by  him  to  this  effect,  as 
far  aa  the  Committee  oould  understand.  The 
fact  of  the  case  was  that  Meringa  was  a 
woman  apparently  of  weak  intellect,  and,  as 
far  as  the  Committee  could  gather,  she  was 
not  what  might  be  termed  a  woman  quite  alive 
to  all  that  was  going  on ;  but,  so  far  as  Brown 
was  concerned,  he  had  believed  that  the  money 
had  been  paid  honestly  by  Cunningham,  and 
be  stated  so.  The  Government  then  stepped 
in,  in  consequence  of  the  trial  before  Judge 
Kettle,  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  money 
had  not  been  paid  over  to  Meringa  by  Hum- 
phries at  that  time.  They  did  not  ask  Brown 
to  give  any  proper  reason  or  any  real  explana- 
tion of  the  circumstances.  They  said,  "  We 
dismiss  you,  for  misconduct,  from  your  office, 
and  for  having  been  a  party  to  a  declaration 
which  was  untrue ;  and  wo  dismiss  you  from 
your  position  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace."  He 
(Mr.  Stewart)  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
ninety-nine  men  out  of  every  hundred  would 
not  have  been  similarly  treated  under  the 
circumstances.  The  attempt  made  to  make 
Brown  responsible  for  any  mistake  was  wrong. 
The  charges  were  utterly  erroneous  and  quite 
unfounded,  and  Brown  was,  in  his  opinion, 
under  the  circumstances,  absolutely  free  from 
blame  either  as  a  man  of  business  or  as  a  man 
of  honour.  Brown  was  not  a  mere  adventurer 
in  that  district.  He  was  a  man  well  known, 
and  had  a  good  reputation  in  the  district,  and 
yet  suddenly  he  was  dismissed,  without  proper 
warning,  under  a  charge  which,  if  true,  ought 
to  have  committed  him  to  gaol.  He  (Mr. 
Stewart)  thought  that  Major  Brown  had  been 
most  unfairly  treated.  He  was  absolutely  inno- 
cent of  all  the  imputations  that  had  been  oast 
upon  him,  and,  instead  of  being  dismissed,  he 
ought,  at  most,  to  have  been  called  upon  to 
make  an  explanation,  for  any  person  of  ordinary 
business  intelligence  would  be  satisfied  that  he 
was  quite  innocent  of  the  charge  that  had  been 
made  against  him.  The  matter  was  considered 
by  the  Committee,  and  attempts  were  made  to 
bring  in  foreign  and  irrelevant  matter  in  con- 
nection with  Major  Brown's  conduct  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  moneys  many  years  ago  to  the 
Katives  under  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  At  the  time  referred  to  the 
Government  were  carrying  on  its  sugar-and- 
blanket  policy,  which  led  to  Major  Brown's 
distributing  the  money  for  purchasing  what 
was  called  "the  mana"  of  the  chiefs.  That 
was  done  under  the  authority  and  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  day,  and  Major 
Brown,  in  doing  that,  was  doing,  as  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Stewart)  could  see,  only  what  he  was 
bound  to  do  under  the  circumstances.  To 
attempt  to  fasten  discredit  upon  him  in  a 
matter  like  that,  which  had  to  be  regarded  in 
the  light  of  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  was 
entirely  wrong.  It  was  all  very  well  now,  when 
they  were  at  peace  with  the  Natives,  to  say 
that  Major  Brown  was  responsible  for  what  was 
done  by  the  Government  then  in  power,  but  he 
maintained  that  Major  Brown  was  not  more 
responsible  for  those  transactions  than  the 
Hon.  W.  Downie  Stewart 


Ministry  or  the  Parliament  was.  He  was  sorry 
to  see  that  attempt  made  to  connect  Major 
Brown  with  transactions  which  might  have 
been  proper  at  the  time,  but  which  might  not 
be  repeated  now.  The  charge  against  him  wu 
that  he  was  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  statements  in  the  document ;  but  Major 
Brown  stated  that  he  believed  that  they  were 
correct,  and  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  believed  that 
Major  Brown  was  entirely  exonerated  from  the 
charges  made  against  him. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  would  be 
sorry  to  allow  a  charge  like  this  to  pass  against 
a  brother  officer,  whose  conduct  in  coimectioii 
with  the  Natives  he  had  known  for  the  last 
twenty-four  years,  without  saying  a  few  words. 
He  knew  there  was  never  a  more  single-minded 
man  in  the  Province  of  Taranaki,  or  a  maa 
who  more  resolutely  did  his  duty,  or  who  con- 
ducted himself  better,  in  very  trying  circum- 
stances sometimes,  than  Major  Brown.  B» 
was  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  of  men,  for  he 
did  not  get  what  he  was  justly  entitled  to. 
At  one  time,  when  military  officers  and  Civil 
servants  sat  in  Parliament  without  questioD, 
he  was  a  member  of  Parliament.  He  was 
dismissed  from  office  because  he  had  voted 
against  the  Government  under  Mr.  Fox.  Then 
was  a  Parliamentary  Committee  appointed, 
and  eight  gentlemen  were  upon  it ; — and  in 
those  days  they  considered  that  the  privileges 
of  military  officers  were  the  same  as  they  were 
in  England,  where  the  military  and  naval  offi- 
cers, as  a  rule,  voted  against  the  Government 
When  the  eight  gentlemen  referred  to  were  ap- 
pointed it  was  a  question  as  to  who  should  is 
elected  Chairman.  One  member,  Mr.  Carleton, 
he  thought,  was  put  in  the  chair,  three  voting 
on  one  side  and  four  on  the  other  ;  and  it  wu 
because  of  Major  Brown's  voting  on  that  occa- 
sion that  he  suffered  at  the  hands  of  a  spite- 
ful Government :  and  with  that  misfortune, 
he  believed,  his  military  career  at  that  time 
came  to  an  end.  When  wanted  particularly— 
at  the  time  that  Titokowaru  was  the  cause  of 
the  trouble  on  the  West  Coast,  and  afterwsids 
Te  Whiti — one  of  the  first  persons  who  cams 
forward  and  gave  assistance  to  the  Government 
was  Major  Brown.  He  (Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore)  le- 
membered  that  he  went  on  one  occasion  with  a 
very  small  party  to  one  of  the  most  dangerons 
parts  of  the  colony,  a  part  not  known  at  all, 
and  conducted  himself  with  extreme  bravery, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government.  Be 
was  employed  afterwards  in  giving  certain 
sums  to  certain  Katives  for  the  purchase  of 
the  tribal  mana — if  that  was  the  way  to  pro- 
perly paraphrase  it — giving  money  to  certain 
Natives  for  losing  their  laud,  and  he  gave  large 
sums  to  certain  chiefs  to  pave  the  way  oat  of 
the  West  Coast  difficulty.  In  doing  that  he 
was  single-handed,  and  carried  out  his  duty  as 
honestly  as  it  was  humanly  possible  to  do,  and 
his  conduct  was  appreciated  by  the  Natives. 
Knowing  that  Major  Brown  hwl  done  good  to 
the  country,  and  that  he  was  sufforing  under 
an  unmerited  charge,  he  hoped  the  vote  of 
the  Council  would  go  in  the  direction  of  giving 
Major  Brown  some  chance  of  vindicating  his 
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cbaiacter,  for  when  a  man  oame  to  seventy 
yeais  o{  age  he  naturally  hoped  to  go  down 
to  his  grave  without  dishonour.  He  had 
honestly  and  faithfully  interpreted  to  the 
Natives  the  document  which  was  given  to 
bim  for  signature,  and,  in  doing  so,  Major 
Brown  fulfilled  the  whole  of  his  duties.  He 
was  quite  willing  that  the  proposition  should 
be  submitted  for  consideration,  that  persons 
acting  in  Major  Brown's  position  should  be 
sufficiently  acquainted  witii  Kative  customs; 
but,  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  £40,  it  was  quite 
clear  to  him  that  in  the  performance  of  his 
-duty  Major  Brown  had  no  occasion  whatever 
to  satisfy  himself  that  the  money  hod  been 
paid.  His  duty  was  confined  solely  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  document,  and  he  certainly 
interpreted  that  document  honestly — he  had 
faithfully  performed  the  whole  of  his  duty. 
Supposing  that  the  woman  did  not  get  the 
money,  or  that  she  was  an  imbecile,  the  law 
had  provided  ample  security  against  insuffi- 
isient  payment  in  such  cases,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  no  title  became  validated  until  submitted 
to  the  Frauds  Prevention  Commissioner.  In 
relation  to  the  statement  of  Judge  Kettle  that 
it  was  part  of  the  duty  of  Major  Brown  to 
satisfy  himself  that  the  amount  of  £40  had 
been  paid,  he  could  only  say  that  that  was  a 
perfectly  new  doctrine  —  new  in  law  and  in 
morals;  and,  seeing  that  the  Native  Land 
Act  had  clearly  defined  the  duties  of  the  sepa- 
rate officers,  it  would  be  absurd  in  effect.  He 
wag  aghast  at  the  indignities  and  injuries 
put  upon  old  public  servants.  He  remembered 
the  tune  when  Major  Brown  was  a  gallant 
soldier  in  the  field,  offering  his  breast  to  danger 
-every  day  and  every  hour,  when  many  men  were 
skulking  in  holes  and  corners,  and  hiding  in 
their  camp.  Major  Brown  had  been  a  forward 
man  in  ttie  colony— a  man  of  unblemished 
honour,  of  the  highest  character  and  reputa- 
tion, and  one  this  colony  ought  to  be  proud  of. 
The  people  who  knew  him  marvelled  at  the 
charge  that  had  been  made  against  him.  How 
had  this  matter  come  about  ?  Simply  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 
knew  no  more  about  Native -land  customs, 
usages,  or  laws  than  the  man  in  the  moon ; 
and  it  arose  purely  and  simply  from  the  fact 
that  the  Native  Minister  was  ignorant  of  what 
devolved  upon  him  as  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 
in  such  respects. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  desired  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  was  sorry  he  had  not  the  evidence  there, 
as  he  would  have  liked  to  refer  to  a  portion  of 
it.  That  evidence  was  very  conclusive.  Judge 
Kettle  had  stated  that  Major  Brown  was  guilty 
of  gross  irregularity  in  the  transaction — that  a 
swindle  was  the  result;  and  in  the  evidence  it 
appeared  that  the  woman  Meringa  was  of  very 
weak  intellect — almost  imbecile,  in  fact — and 
she  signed  a  declaration  that  she  had  received 
the  money  when  she  bad  not  received  it. 
There  was  no  doubt  of  that.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  had  stated  that  Mr.  Humphries  was 
authorised  to  receive  the  money ;  but  he  was 
not  authorised,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly 


three  weeks  afterwards  that  he  bad  been  au- 
thorised to  receive  the  balance.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  would  acknowledge  that  the 
matter  was  reported  to  the  Government  and 
the  Government  asked  Judge  Kettle  to  report 
upon  it.  He  did  so;  and,  after  entering  fully 
into  the  question,  and  after  due  consideration, 
the  Government  decided  that  Major  Brown 
was  not  a  fit  person  to  be  an  interpreter.  He 
was  not  speaking  as  a  Minister  at  that  moment, 
and  he  might  also  say  that  an  interpreter  was 
not  a  Civil  servant,  but  he  was  licensed  to 
occupy  the  position.  And,  considering  that  the 
woman  did  not  receive  the  money  at  the  time, 
and  considering  that  Judge  Kettle  had  stated 
that  it  was  a  grossly  irregular  proceeding,  and 
that  he  considered  another  was  a  party  to  the 
swindle 

An  Hon.  Mkmbisb. — There  was  no  evidence 
of  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMEKY  said  there 
was  no  evidence  that  Major  Brown  had  com- 
mitted anything  more  than  a  gross  irregu- 
larity, nothing  to  show  that  he  was  more  culp- 
able in  what  he  did.  He  had  certified  that 
the  woman  liad  got  the  money  when  she  had 
not  got  it,  and  when  she  could  not  have  said 
she  had  got  it.  If,  however,  he  had  h»A  the 
evidence  before  him  he  would  have  read  it  to 
the  Council,  and  it  was  rather  a  pity  that  they 
had  not  the  evidence, — which  hiid  been  taken 
down  carefully  by  a  shorthand-writer,  and 
typewritten, — as  it  would  show  that  the  attack 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  had  made  upon  the  Go- 
vernment was  unwarrantable.  His  own  im- 
pression had  been,  after  reading  the  evidence, 
that  Major  Brown  was  guilty  of  gross  irregu- 
larity, an  irregularity  which  had  enabled  a 
swindle  to  be  perpetrated  of  a  grossly  culp- 
able nature,  though  he  was  no  party  to  the 
swindle ;  and  it  also  showed,  consequently, 
that  he  was  not  fit  to  be  an  interpreter.  If 
he  had  been  dealing  with  a  quick,  sharp- 
witted  person  it  would  have  been  a  different 
thing;  but  he  was  dealing  with  an  imbecile 
woman,  who  had  only  received  £20  of  money 
she  ought  to  have  been  paid.  She  bad  got  £5 
after  the  deed  was  completed,  but  when  the 
case  came  before  a  jury  it  was  decided  that 
she  ought  to  get  £10  more,  making  it  £35. 
There  was  also  a  sum  of  £13  for  commissioa 
upon  that  little  transaction,  and  he  would  like 
to  see  it  go  into  the  papers,  so  as  to  show  the 
people  of  the  colony  how  these  transactions 
were  conducted.  Although  he  exonerated  Major 
Brown  from  anything  but  culpable  negligence 
in  the  matter,  and  from  any  intention  of  doing 
anything  morally  wrong,  the  evidence  showed 
very  clearly  that,  from  want  of  due  care  on  his 
part,  from  the  fact  that  the  woman  swore  that 
when  she  signed  the  document  she  had  not  re- 
ceived the  money,  a  wrong  had  been  done.  The 
Committee  had  taken  further  evidence  since 
the  Government  had  given  its  decision,  and 
had  gone  into  the  whole  matter  very  carefully. 
Naturally,  they  felt  that,  as  Major  Brown  was 
advanced  in  years,  it  would  be  a  pity  that  he 
should  go  down  to  his  grave  with  this  slight 
upon  bim.    He  did  not  blame  the  Committee 
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for  having  feelings  of  kindness  and  humanity, 
but,  as  for  Major  Brown  being  removed  from 
the  position  of  interpreter,  ho  thought  the 
Government  was  perfectly  justiRed  in  that ; 
but,  with  regard  to  his  removal  from  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  list,  if  he  was  removed, 
then  it  was  a  question  whether  the  Justice 
who  signed  the  document  ought  not  to  be  re- 
moved also.  He  did  not  object  to  the  motion, 
but  would  rather  have  seen  a  tribunal  that 
Major  Brown  had  not  chosen  himself.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  would  do  what  was  fair.  He  had 
been  led  to  make  these  remarks  on  account 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  having  referred  to 
one  point  of  the  evidence  only.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  say  one  word  upon  that 
part  of  the  evidence  where  it  was  stated  that 
the  woman  was  an  imbecile.    The  honourable 

fentleman  did  not  say  a  word  about  Judge 
kettle's  statement  that  this  gross  swindle 
could  not  have  happened  if  Major  Brown  had 
taken  care,  when  the  woman  signed  the  docu- 
ment, that  she  had  actually  received  the 
money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHAKAZYN  thought  that 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said  really 
amounted  to  this :  that  some  person  named 
Meringa  was  swindled  out  of  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  and  that  apparently  somebody  else  ob- 
tained possession  of  that  sum ;  but  he  did  not  in 
any  way  prove  that  Major  Brown  was  respon- 
sible for  this.  He  had  simply  acted  as  inter- 
preter, and  unless  they  could  show  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  an  interpreter  to  know  that  every- 
thing he  interpreted  was  correct  the  interpreter 
was  not  responsible,  and  no  wrong  had  been 
done  by  Major  Brown  whatever :  that  was  the 
point  the  honourable  gentleman  had  entirely 
missed.  He  hewl  assumed  that  an  interpreter 
should  know  the  true  facts  of  what  he  was 
interpreting,  and  that  was  a  doctrine  which,  he 
thought,  would  utterly  astonish  all  the  inter- 
preters in  the  colony.  There  were  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  cases  in  which  the  interpreter 
could  not  possibly  be  acquainted  with  the  facts 
of  what  he  was  interpreting,  and  if  he  had  the 
knowledge,  and  used  it,  people  would  decline 
to  employ  him.  Interpreting  was  a  mere  me- 
chanical operation,  as  an  interpreter  simply  put 
one  language  into  another ;  and  to  say  it  was 
the  duty  of  an  interpreter  to  ascertain  the  true 
facts  was  an  argument  entirely  beside  the  point. 
Major  Brown  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the 
facts,  and  he  had  done  no  wrong.  It  was  quite 
clear  that,  although  the  Government  was  open 
to  fair  attack  on  most  occasions,  in  this  case 
thoy  were  not  much  to  blame,  however,  as,  ap- 
parently, inquiry  was  made:  still,  he  thought 
they  were  to  blame,  as  they  ought  to  have 
given  Major  Brown  an  opportunity  of  defend- 
ing himself  in  the  first  instance,  and  of  argu- 
ing his  case  further.  The  Government  had 
behaved  in  the  harshest  possible  manner  to  a 
man  of  Major  Brown's  character,  but  he  sup- 
posed that  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  present 
Ministry  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
antecedents  of  the  old  settlers,  and  especially 
vith  the  antecedents  of  a  large  number  of  per- 
Eon.  Mr.  Montgomery 


sons  in  the  North  Island.  It  wac  ineoneetT- 
able  that  Major  Brown  could  have  been  a 
party  to  a  swindle,  or  anything  of  a  dishonour- 
able character.  He  was  a  man  who  had  done 
good  service  to  the  colony,  and  one  who  was 
universally  respected.  He  had  known  him  a 
great  many  years,  and  had  never  known  him 
to  do  any  wrong,  nor  was  he  likely  to  moke  a 
mistake.  He  was  an  intelligent  man,  who  hti 
had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  colony, 
and  no  doubt  ho  fully  believed  that  this  woman 
had  actually  received  the  money  which  she 
was  to  receive,  or  that  for  all  practical  purposes 
she  had  obtained  the  sum  she  was  entitled  to. 
It  would  be  grossly  unfair  for  the  Council  now 
to  refuse  to  allow  Major  Brown  the  opportunity 
of  having  his  character  reinstated  and  put  right 
in  the  eyes  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  thst, 
before  the  motion  was  put,  he  wished  to  say,  in 
connection  with  the  reference  that  had  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  as  to  the 
necessity  for  having  the  evidence  before  th« 
Council,  that  a  very  gross  attack  had  been 
made  upon  the  Government  by  the  last  speaker, 
who  generally  characterized  the  Govermnent't 
action  as  being  very  harsh. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  he  rathtt 
defended  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  did  not 
understand  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do 
that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  he  )ai 
stated  that  generally  the  Government  were 
open  to  attack,  but  that  in  this  case  it  was 
only  very  much  to  be  deplored  that  they  bad 
not  granted  Major  Brown  a  fuller  inquiry  into 
the  matter.  He  thought  they  ought  to  ban 
given  Major  Brown  a  further  opportunity  of 
stating  his  side  of  the  cane  before  taking  action. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  going  to  be  advised  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  to  what  action  tbey 
should  take ;  but,  seeing  evidence  was  required 
on  this,  and  that  a  similar  motion  appeared 
on  the  Order  Paper  in  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell,  he  thought  it  would  be  only 
fair  to  all  parties  that  the  debate  should  b« 
adjourned.  He  had  no  desire  to  do  anything 
harsh  to  Major  Brown,  but  the  Government,  in 
what  it  hod  done,  had  arrived  at  its  decision 
only  after  mature  deliberation ;  and  he  wonld 
move,  before  proceeding  any  further.  That  tht 
debate  be  adjourned.  Ho  would  like  to  say 
something  on  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked  if  the  Minis- 
ter was  jumping  his  claim,  as  he  wished  to 
speak. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  wonld 
be  very  glad  if  the  honourable  gentleman  woold 
move  the  adjournment  himself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  wished  to  draw  th« 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  appeared  to  hava 
overlooked  the  prayer  of  Major  Brown's  peti- 
tion, as  he  had  not  applied  for  a  parliamentary 
inquiry.  The  circumstances  complained  of  were 
that  he  had  been  summarily  removed  from 
his  office  without  being  informed,  or  having 
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ftn  opportunity  of  an  investigation  before  an 
impartial  tribunal.  He  had  named  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  for  the  reason 
that  an  indignation  meeting  was  held  at  Tara- 
saki,  at  which  it  was  unanimously  requested 
that  the  Government  should  allow  Major  Brown 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  an  im- 
partial tribunal,  and  where  evidence  could  be 
taken  on  oath.  They  considered  that  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  was  the  best 
person  to  hold  the  inquiry.  The  question  was, 
Was  Major  Brown  rightly  removed  from  his 
office,  and  had  he  asked  for  an  investigation  be- 
fore an  impartial  tribunal,  and  hod  he  hitherto 
been  refused  that  opportunity  ?  As  all  details 
of  the  matter  and  the  evidence  would  be  placed 
before  the  tribunal,  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  would  not 
refer  to  the  details  of  the  matter,  or  to  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee,  but  he 
'Would  only  say,  with  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  that  the 
District  Judge  seemed  very  much  attached 
to  the  words  "  grossly  irregular,"  as  he  had 
repeated  them  frequently;  but  if  they  had  the 
evidence  given  by  Judge  Kettle  himself  they 
would  find,  if  he  was  correctly  reported,  that 
these  words  were  distinctly  inappropriate,  for 
the  Judge's  evidence  was  strongly  in  favour 
of  Major  Brown^  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
words  "grossly  irregular."  It,  unfortunately, 
appeared  that  Judge  Kettle  held  different 
views  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  an  interpreter 
from  those  contemplated  by  the  statutes  or 
Courts.  He  held  that  the  duty  of  an  inter- 
preter was  to  refuse  to-incerpret  anything  which 
he  did  not  know  to  be  true ;  but,  to  his  (Mr. 
Mantell's)  mind,  that  would  lead  to  a  pretty 
embarrassment.  The  Judge  held  that  an  inter- 
preter's duty  went  even  beyond  that,  and  that 
he  should  be  something  like  a  Protector  of 
Aborigines  of  the  olden  times.  He  was  en- 
titled to  entertain  those  views,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  they  were  views  not  generally  enter- 
tained, and  would  not  be  tolerated  from  inter- 
preters in  tlio  Courts  or  in  the  Council.  He 
wished  to  say  these  few  words,  as  he  considered 
Major  Brown  was  entitled  to  a  fair  investiga- 
tion before  being  degraded  in  this  manner. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BAENICOAT  thought  it 
would  be  very  inadvisable  to  adjourn  the  de- 
bate, as  there  was  abundance  of  evidence 
before  the  Council  to  settle  the  question  whe- 
ther or  not  Major  Brown  was  entitled  to  be 
beard.  In  his  petition  he  had  prayed  that  he 
might  be  heard,  and  tliat  was  all  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  in  its  last  report.  They 
did  not  attempt  to  go  into  the  justice  of  the 
case  that  the  Council  was  now  trying.  Major 
Brown  bod  hitherto  borne  a  high  character, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  ho  should  be' 
refused,  when  ignominiously  removed  from 
office  at  a  moment's  notice,  the  opportunity  of 
clearing  his  character.  He  thought  that  re- 
quired no  time  to  decide. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  did  not 
see  any  use  in  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
moved  that  motion  in  order  to  get  further  in- 
formation that  the  Council  desired,  without 


having  any  desire  to  reflect  upon  the  character 
of  Major  Brown,  but  simply  to  place  the  whole 
of  the  facts  before  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  that, 
whether  Brown  was  guilty  or  not,  the  Commit- 
tee bad  recommended  that  the  report  should 
be  referred  to  the  Government  for  considera- 
tion ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Montgomery,  they  were  unanimously  in  favour 
of  that  decision. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  desired  to 
repeat  that  his  only  reason  for  his  motion  to 
adjourn  hod  been  that  he  might  place  befor» 
the  Council  the  facts  which  had  induced  the 
Government  to  come  to  the  conclusion  they 
had  arrived  at.  As  a  gross  attack  had  been 
made  upon  the  Government  by  members  of  the 
Council,  it  was  only  fair  that  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  showing  upon  what  their 
decision  was  arrived  at. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  bear  in  mind 
when  he  made  that  statement  that,  on  the 
petition  being  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
the  Government  had  been  represented.  Th» 
Hon.  Mr.  Soddon,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  of  the 
Native  Department,  had  appeared,  and  had 
given  evidence  and  stat«d  the  reasons  of  the 
Government  for  dismissing  Major  Brown  from 
his  office  ;  and  the  motion  foraidjournment  waa 
simply  beside  the  question.  The  Committee 
had  found  that  Major  Brown  was  entitled  to 
the  inquiry  asked  for.  He  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  in  saying  that  Judge  Kettle'a 
evidence  was  really  in  favour  of  Major  Brown. 
The  Committee  had  examined  the  witnesses 
with  regard  to  the  facts,  and  he  thought  the 
opinion  arrived  at  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
was  an  erroneous  one. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
Council  ought  to  have  before  it  the  reasons  that 
hod  induced  the  \3rovernment  to  come  to  this 
decision.  He  only  wished  to  see  fair-play  be- 
tween Major  Brown  and  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  under- 
stood that  the  evidence  given  by  Judge  Kettle 
at  the  inquiry  had  been  sent  to  him  for  cor- 
rection, and  might  not  be  back  before  the  close 
of  the  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  that  was 
the  case.  Judge  Kettle's  evidence  and  also  the 
evidence  of  Major  Brown  had  been  sent  to 
them  for  correction,  and  ho  could  not  say  when 
it  might  be  expected  back. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  desired  to 
say,  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  that  h» 
knew  nothing  of  the  circumstances,  but  simply 
went  on  the  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  considered  the  Govern- 
ment was  entitled  to  an  adjournment.  Major 
Brown's  character  had  been  amply  vindicated, 
and  ho  would  lose  nothing  by  a  postponement 
of  the  further  consideration  of  the  matter. 

An  Hon.  Member. — For  how  long  ? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  did  not  care  whether 
it  was  for  twelve  months.  What  was  entirely 
clear  was  that  Major  Brown's  character  had 
been  re-established  in  that  Council.  Time 
would  put  him  right,  and   the   Government 
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would  make  the  amende  honorable  to  him. 
He  was  certain  the  matter  would  work  out 
right  for  Major  Brown. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  that  in  the 
meantime  Major  Brown  was  deprived  of  hiB 
licenne  as  an  interpreter  and  bis  living,  and  he 
might  be  placed  in  unfortunate  circumatances 
while  the  time  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  elapsing.  He  quite  approved 
of  the  adjournment,  if  it  did  not  prevent  the 
matter  from  being  settled  that  session. 

Debate  adjourned. 

WILSON  LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
object  of  this  Bill  was  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  the  svurvivor  of  a  family 
the  remainder  of  which  was  massacred  at 
Poverty  Bay.  Under  the  Pensions  Act  of  1869 
certain  provisions  of  a  very  peculiar  character 
were  made  in  reference  to  this  man.  He  was 
allowed  an  annuity  of  £50  a  year,  and  also  under 
the  Act  it  was  provided  that  a  section  of  land 
should  be  given  to  him.  But  it  was  tied  up  in 
a  very  peculiar  way.  He  could  take  posses- 
sion of  it  only  at  a  very  late  period  of  his  life, 
and  the  trustees  appointed  at  the  time  were 
authorised  to  lease  it  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  now  thirty-three  or  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  and  was  desirous  of  settling 
on  the  land.  The  lease  terminated  in  about 
a  year,  and  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  be 
the  absolute  owner  of  the  land,  subject  to  the 
lease  and  any  encumbrances  incurred  under  it 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  It  was  curious 
that,  although  he  was  not  entitled  to  receive 
the  title  from  the  trustees,  yet  in  the  event  of 
his  making  his  will  he  could  do  what  he  pleased 
with  it.  The  provisions  of  the  Bill  entitled 
him  to  receive  this  land  in  fee-simple,  so  that 
he  might  make  his  home  upon  it.  He  (Sir  P. 
A.  Buckley)  was  anxious  that  the  Bill  should 
pass  its  second  reading  and  go  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  so  that  the  matter  could  be 
inquired  into.  Mr.  Wilson  was  an  infant  when 
he  escaped  the  massacre  at  Poverty  Bay,  and 
all  his  people  were  killed.  The  Government 
^ave  him  an  annuity  of  £50  for  his  support,  and 
provided  that  this  100  acres  of  land  should  be 
given  to  him  on  the  conditions  referred  to. 
He  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE  hoped  that 
the  Bill  would  receive  the  approval  of  the 
Council.  Mr.  Wilson's  father  was  one  of  those 
unfortunates  who  died  bravely  at  the  Poverty 
Bay  massacre,  and  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
service  before  that  occurrence.  His  wife  and 
most  of  hii!  children  were  killed,  and  the  pre- 
sent Mr.  Wilson  was  the  sole  survivor.  At  the 
time  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  was  expressed 
for  him,  and  this  land  and  annuity  were  voted 
to  him.  He  (Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore)  hoped  thot 
the  services  of  Mr.  Wilson's  father  to  the 
country  would  not  be  forgotten,  and  that  this 
gentleman  would  be  provided  for. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
£ve  o'clock  p.m. 

Hon,  Dr.  Qrace 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEBSENTATIVE8. 
Tliuriday,  18th  October,  1894. 

First  Beading— Seoond  Beodings— Third  Ttnadiim 
Bills  discharned— Little  Barrier  Island  PardMW 
Bill-Disease  in  Stock— Southern  Bailwajr  Bridce* 
— Counties  Vehicle-licensicg  Bill—"  Police  B«- 
form"  —  'Waihao  and  Waitaki  Natives— Dua. 
troon-Livingstone  Mail  and  Waimate  Post-office 
— VVostport  and  Koranul  Coal-looses — Horowfae- 
nua  Post-office — Middle  District  University  Col- 
lege—Qore  Traffic-bridge  —  Kauri  Liand— Old 
Soldiers' Claims — Taipu-Peria  Telephone — Wba- 
ngarata  and  Pairata  BailwHy-stations — G.  W.  Sll 
— Pobangina  "  Thirds  "—Mountain  Hut  Vster- 
raoe — Local  Bodies'  "  Thirds  "  and  "  Fonrths"— 
Small-farm  Associations'  Beads— Hiiiisters'  Tn- 
veiling-allowances,  Ac— LiceDBes-Awaroa  Block 
—Charitable  Aid  to  Chinamen— Railway  Plant, 
4c.— Customs  Tariff— M.  Tautari — Junction  Rod 
and  Zigzag— Mining  Industry— K  C.  MajoribaQki 
and  Others — Legislative  Council — Seaward  Bmli 
Settlers  —  Fruit-evaporators  —  Native-land  Pur- 
chase—Kevenue  and  Expenditure— H.  Maiohs— 
Gisbome-OpotUcl  Mail-service— Wairoa  Natives 
— Lyttolton  Tunnel  and  Sumner  Estnary— Chi- 
nese, *c..  Poll-tax— West  Harbour— W.  Whiwrod 
—New  Zealand  Cross— Amalgamation  of  Bsak 
of  Now  Zealand  and  Colonial  Bank — AssetaCoiD* 
pany— Closure— Tophouse  'Tragedy — Pataa  Bail- 
way  Befreshmeut-rooms- North  Island  Tnmk 
Bailway — Eel-weirs  on  Wbaneaxw  Liake— Inter* 
national  Cable  Conference — Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land— Becapturing  Prisoners — Conipeniation  for 
Military  Service— Hemi  Pareara— DunediQ  Cft- 
ment  —  Woodville  Co-operative  Works  — "New 
Zealand  Year-book  "— Southeili  Bridges :  Piiri- 
lege—Adjonrnment— Criminal  Code  Bill— Nstin 
Land  Court  Bill — Government  Life  Insuiann 
Bill— Westport-Ngakawau  Bailway  Extenaioa 
Bill— Bailways  Authorisation  Bill — Land  uid 
ncome  Assessment  Bill. 

Mr.  Spkakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-pait 
eleven  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Bill,  Foit 
Office  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Bill,  Go- 
vernment   Life    Insurance    Bill,     Unclaimed 
Lands  Bill,  Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Ex- 
tension Bill,  Railways  Authorisation  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Supreme  Court  Bill,  Public  Reserves  Sals 
Bill,  Animals  Protection  Bill,  Newspaper  Lilitl 
Limitation  Bill,  Debts  Recovery  Limitation 
Bill,  Shearers'  Accommodation  Bill,  Fates 
Foreshore  Vesting  Bill,  Waimea  and  Inanga- 
hua  Counties  Boundaries  Alteration  Bill,  Sim- 
edin  Public  Abattoirs  Bill,  Invercargill  Race- 
course Trustees  Empowering  Bill,  Workmen's 
Wages  Bill,  Distillation  Bill,  Betterments  Bill, 
Undesirable  Immigrants  Exclusion  Bill. 

LITTLE  BARRIER  ISLAND  PUBCHASK 
BILL. 
Mr.  HonsTON  brought  up  the  report  of  th* 
Native  Affairs  Committee  recommending  that 
this  Bill  be  proceeded  with. 
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On  the  question,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  HEKE  said  be  had  a  great  objection  to 
this  Bill.  In  the  first  place  this  Bill  bad  been 
brought  forward  at  a  very  late  stage  of  the 
session,  and  the  Natives  who  owned  the  Little 
Barrier  Island  had  not  been  informed  of  it. 
They  did  not  know  anything  about  the  Bill,  or 
of  the  intended  SMstion  of  the  Qovernment  in 
reference  to  their  interests,  until  he  had  wired 
to  them.  He  thought  this  very  unfair.  One 
of  the  reasons  put  forward  by  the  Government 
for  bringing  this  Bill  down  at  this  late  stage  of 
the  session  was  that  one  of  the  Natives  inter- 
ested in  the  Little  Barrier  Island  intended  to 
rear  bees  on  the  island,  and  that  if  this  were 
allowed  it  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
birds  on  the  island.' 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
thought  the  discussion  when  the  Bill  was  under 
consideration 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  that  it  was  within  the 
honourable  gentleman's  power  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  question,  "That  the  report  do  lie  on 
the  table." 

Mr.  HEKB  said  he  had  mentioned  on  the 
second  reading  that  he  objected  entirely  to  the 
provisions  set  out  in  this  Bill.  The  intention 
was  to  take  away  the  interests  of  the  Natives 
whether  they  liked  the  price  offered  to  them 
for  their  interests  or  not,  and  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  Bill  in  every  shape  and  form. 
The  Bill  was  very  unfair;  but  he  thought  the 
Natives  would  come  to  some  reasonable  agree- 
ment with  the  Government  if  they  would  only 
be  content  to  meet  the  Natives  fairly  in  respect 
to  their  interests.  There  were  many  other 
reasons  why  he  had  a  right  to  object  to  such 
procedure  as  was  proposed  in  the  Bill  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  The  main  reason  was 
that  if  they  desired  to  take  away  the  interests 
of  the  Natives  the  Government  should  have 
informed  them  long  before,  and  therefore  it 
was  only  proper  that  the  Bill  should  be  held 
over  till  next  session  ;  and  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
Temment  was  to  try  to  meet  the  Natives  and 
come  to  some  satisfactory  arrangement  respec- 
ting their  interests.  He  would  take  a  divi- 
sion on  the  matter,  and  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee  he  should  oppose  it  in  every  shape 
and  form. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  not  at  all  astonished 
at  the  honourable  gentleman's  opposition  to 
this  Bill.  It  was  on  a  par  with  his  opposition 
to  everything  in  connection  with  Native  mat- 
ters that  had  come  before  the  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  put  the 
matter  wrongly.  He  had  stated  that  the 
owners  of  this  Little  Barrier  Island  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  carry  this  Bill,  and  that  justice  was  not  to 
be  done  to  them.  It  was  a  doubtful  matter 
many  years  ago  whether  the  Natives  had  any 
claim  to  the  island  at  all.  For  many  years  it 
was  thought  that  the  purchase  of  it  had  been 
completed  when  other  lands  had  been  pur- 
chased in  the  Auckland  District.  Afterwards 
it  was  discovered  that  the  Natives  had  some 
claim  to  the  island,  and  negotiations  were  set 


on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  it.  The 
Natives  themselves  agreed  to  the  sale,  and  the 
purchase-money  had  been  agreed  upon,  and 
everything  completed  in  connection  with  it, 
with  the  exception  that  one  chief  claimed  that 
the  whole  of  the  £3,000  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Little  Barrier  Island  should  be  paid  to  him 
alone.  The  Government  refused  that,  and 
sought  authority,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble 
to  the  Bill,  to  find  out  who  wore  the  Natives 
entitled  to  the  money.  The  Government  were 
quite  prepared  to  pay  for  the  island ;  but,  re- 
specting this  one  Native  chief  who  was  causing 
the  whole  disturbance  in  connection  with  the 
matter,  he  had  a  telegram,  which  he  would 
read  to  the  House,  as  it  showed  that  there  was 
a  very  great  danger  that  the  whole  value  of 
this  island  would  be  destroyed  by  this  Native 
chief,  who  had  threatened  to  set  fire  to  the 
island.  This  was  the  telegram :  "  Hope  Littio 
Barrier  Bill  will  be  put  through  this  session. 
Natives  in  district,  for  malicious  purposes,  will 
probably  set  fire  to  the  island  if  the  Bill  is  not 
passed."  That  was  from  Mr.  Henry  Wright,  of 
Auckland. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  supposed  Mr.  Wright  was 
a  member  of  the  Acclimatisation  Society. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  thought  that  it  would 
be  a  very  great  disaster  to  the  colony,  and  also 
to  the  Natives  themselves,  if  the  island  were 
destroyed  as  threatened  here.  There  was  no- 
thing in  the  Bill  to  show  that  the  land  was 
to  he  taken  from  the  Natives  in  any  way  with- 
out giving  full  value  for  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  entirely  wrong  in  supposing 
that  any  injustice  would  be  done  to  the  Natives. 
He  would  not  say  more,  but  when  the  question 
came  up  again  he  would  go  fully  into  the  mat- 
ter. He  simply  told  the  House  these  facts,  so 
that  the  statements  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  not  go  unchallenged. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  acquainted  with  the  whole  his- 
tory of  this  Little  Barrier  Island.  It  had  been 
before  the  Native  Land  Court  seven  or  eight 
times,  and  there  had  been  a  great  struggle  over 
it  amongst  the  hapus.  The  Native  chief  th» 
honourable  gentleman  h&i  referred  to,  he  be- 
lieved, had  expended  several  hundred  pounds 
in  fighting  for  his  hapu,  and  the  result  of  the- 
division  of  the  money  set  out  in  the  Bill  would 
be  that  all  the  money  he  had  expended  to  get 
the  island  for  bis  hapu  would  be  lost.  That  was 
really  at  the  bottom  of  his  fighting  against  the 
sale  of  the  island ;  and,  if  there  was  a  compro- 
mise that  there  should  be  paid  to  him  a  sum 
of  money  sufficient  to  repay  what  had  been  ex- 
pended by  him  in  fighting  to  retain  this  island,, 
he  thought  justice  would  be  done.  That  was, 
he  believed,  the  way  for  the  Government  to  get 
over  the  trouble.  This  had  been  one  of  the 
hardest-fought  titles,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand;  and  that  was  the  trouble  now 
with  this  Native  chief. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  gone  very  care- 
fully into  the  matter,  and  could  tell  the  honour- 
able member  and  the  House  what  was  at  tho 
bottom  of  it.  It  was  simply  a  question  of 
trying  to  levy  blackmail.    There  were  certain 
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people  who  had  got  this  matter  in  hand,  un- 
fortunately for  the  Katives,  and  it  was  they 
who  were  doing  this,  and  not  the  Natives  them- 
selves ;  so  that  it  was  certainly  a  case  for  the 
Government  to  auk  the  House  to  resist.  There 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Natives,  by  an 
agreement  which  was  given  to  Judge  Fenton, 
had  agreed  to  sell  the  island,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, acting  on  that,  had  years  ago  purchased 
the  island  for  very  much  less  than  they  were 
now  paying  for  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Not  from  the  same  Natives. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  did  not  matter— 
they  had  bought  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Prom  people  who  were  not 
entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  booght,  and,  if 
such  was  the  case,  he  was  afraid  it  was  not 
the  only  case  in  the  colony ;  but,  even  if  that 
was  so,  this  Native's  signature  stood  against 
him,  and  there  was  no  doubt  he  ought  to  be 
<sompelled  to  take  the  same  as  the  others,  and 
the  Bill  provided  for  that.  The  purchase  was 
41  fair  transaction  from  beginning  to  end.  It 
would  never  do  to  encourage  these  Natives  to 
back  out  of  an  arrangemeut,  and  assistance  to 
them  in  this  matter  simply  meant  that  those 
who  were  the  last  to  sign  should  receive  an 
enormous  sum  for  their  signatures.  When  he 
was  in  Auckland  a  deputation  of  chiefs  had 
come  to  him  ;  and  he  believed  if  this  ohief  had 
been  left  to  himself  the  whole  thing  would 
have  been  settled  long  ago,  and  the  island 
would  have  been  bought.  The  Government 
did  not  desire  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  deal 
unfairly  with  these  three  Natives,  but  if  they 
were  supported  by  others  so  as  to  make  a 
largo  sum  out  of  the  transaction  wrong  was 
being  done.  It  was  the  right  and  proper  thing 
io  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Premier  hod 
omitted  to  mention  one  fact.  He  (Mr.  Mitchel- 
son)  had  commenced  the  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  this  island,  and  he  quite  agreed  it 
was  desirable  the  purchase  should  be  made 
complete.  The  chief  referred  to  by  the  Pre- 
mier, Teuetohi,  was  one  of  the  principal  owners, 
and,  as  the  Premier  had  said,  hod  signed  the 
deed,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
be  was  out  of  court.  But  there  were  two  other 
Natives  who  had  not  signed  the  deed,  and  he 
would  suggest  to  the  Government  that  before 
taking  such  an  extreme  step  as  that  proposed 
they  should  first  ascertain  whether  the  two 
Natives  wlio  had  refused  to  sign  had  any  land 
otlier  than  that  they  now  lived  upon  on  -the 
Little  Barrier  Island.  If  they  had  no  other, 
he  thought  it  would  be  unfair  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  deprive  them  of  their  land  unless  they 
were  prepared  to  give  them  a  piece  of  land  in 
some  other  place. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  purchase  of 
this  island,  the  whole  trouble  had  been  caused 
by  this  Native  chief,  Tenetahi.  The  general 
■opinion  in  Auckland  was  that  far  too  much  had 
been  paid  for  the  island — that  it  was  not  worth 
£3,000.  But  the  trouble  commenced  iu  this 
■way :  After  this  chief  had  sold  his  interest  in 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  island  he  sold  the  timber  growing  on  it  to 
certain  parties,  who  paid  him  in  advance  for  it, 
and  the  Government  had  to  step  in  and  pre- 
vent the  felling  and  removal  of  this  Umber. 
Then  the  whole  influence  of  these  parties  «u 
brought  to  bear  to  encourage  this  chief  to  resist 
the  purchase  of  the  island,  owing  to  the  dis- 
pute about  the  limber.  The  whole  trouble  wu 
caused  by  the  people  who  bought  the  timber 
illegally  from  the  chief.  Ho  trusted  the  Hocu 
would  insist  on  passing  the  Bill  through.  So 
far  as  he  knew,  no  injustice  was  intended  to 
the  Natives,  who  were  receiving  far  more  thaa 
the  island  was  worth,  and  unless  the  porchan 
was  completed  the  chances  were  that  the  bash 
would  bo  fired  and  the  island  rendered  nselen. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

DISEASE  IN  STOCK. 
Mr.  LAWRY  brought  up  the  report  of  the 

Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Committee  stating, 
inter  alia,  in  connection  with  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Agricultural  Department  as 
sheep  disease  in  the  Tauranga  district,  that 
they  had  come  to  the  following  resolution  :— 

"  That  it  is  most  important  that  the  doput- 
ment  should  during  the  recess  have  the  irhole 
subject  of  the  great  mortality  in  sheep,  espe- 
cially in  young  sheep,  examined  into  by  the 
most  capable  experts  the  Government  c*b 
employ,  and  that  the  fullest  report  on  the  sub- 
ject should  be  laid  before  Parliament  ixmnf 
next  session." 

He  moved,  That  the  report  ho  printed,  ud 
be  referred  to  the  Government  for  their  most 
favourable  consideration,  especially  the  put 
referring  to  the  appointment  of  experts  to  detl 
with  disease  in  sheep. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  not  to  be  deterred  by 
the  lateness  of  the  period  from  making  a  few 
remarks  on  this  subject.  He  felt  very  strongly 
on  the  question  dealt  with  in  this  report,  ua 
greatly  regretted  that  so  important  a  questioa 
should  have  been  deferred  to  this  late  period 
of  the  session.  He  could  scarcely  blame  Ux 
Minister,  because  he  believed  that  honounhle 
gentleman  had  got  his  business  pushed  fonrud 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  ;  but  if  they  loolied 
at  the  very  heavy  losses  sustained  by  seUlen, 
especially  in  the  North  Island,  and  at  the  ns- 
tional  importance  of  the  stock  industry  to  the 
colony,  ho  submitted  to  the  Government,  and 
to  members  of  the  House,  that  no  reasonable a- 
peuditure  that  the  Government  could  make  in 
this  direction  should  be  grudged  by  the  colony. 
The  colony  had  been  in  the  past;  and  must  be 
in  the  future,  largely  dependent  upon  its  live- 
stock, and  if  they  neglected  such  an  impottsnl 
matter  they  might  some  day  find  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony  might  be  very  severely 
crippled  by  the  development  of  disease.  They 
need  only  look  at  what  had  been  done  in  other 
countries  to  see  the  importance  attached  to 
this  subject.  France  had  saved  millions  of 
money  by  the  appointment  of  exports  to  deal 
with  the  diseases  which  affected  live-stock:  and 
for  all  branches  of  industry  in  the  United  States 
scientific  departments  were  set  up,  and  thos- 
sands  of  pounds  were  spent,  to  enormous  ad- 
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vantnge.  And  what  hind  been  the  result  7  The 
result  had  been  that  America,  in  the  matter  of 
live-stock  and  their  products,  occupied  a  posi- 
tion unparalleled  in  the  world's  history.  We 
should  do  well  to  follow  such  an  example.  If 
the  Minister  of  Lands  looked  back  at  the  several 
sessions  during  which  be  had  occupied  that 
position  ho  would  see  that  they  had  all  care- 
fully abstained  from  making  this  a  party  ques- 
tion. On  the  opposition  side  of  the  House  they 
had  been  first  and  foremost  in  supporting 
expenditure  in  this  direction;  and  he  would 
submit  to  the  Minister  that  ho  oonld  leave  no 
better  record  of  service  to  the  colony  than  the 
appointment  of  a  really  good  scientific  depart- 
ment to  look  after  this  branch  of  our  industry. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  urge  on  the 
Minister  to  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  enable  him  to  give  effect 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee.  It  was  very 
well  to  be  impatient,  but  the  question  of  the 
live-stock  was  the  most  important  matter,  from 
a  practical  point  of  view,  of  any  which  could 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  colony,  and  it  was 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that  year  by  year  disease 
was  spreading  amongst  the  flocks,  and  unless 
they  obtained  high  veterinary  knowledge  and 
skill  there  might  come  infectious  disease  that 
would  be  a  most  serious  disaster  to  the  colony. 
Under  these  circumstances  all  they  urged  was 
that  the  Minister  should  take  stops  to  plaoe 
sufficient  money  on  the  estimates  to  be  able  to 
obtain  what  was  recommended  in  the  report — 
(he  very  highest  veterinary  expert  knowledge 
that  could  be  procured.  Even  though  it  cost 
£10,000  or  £20,000  the  money  would  be  very 
well  spent.  Because,  if  that  occurred  which 
bad  occurred  in  other  countries,  and  virulent 
disease  became  established,  national  ruin  must 
follow.  It  would  be  surely  wise  to  spend  even 
£10,000  or  £20,000,  and  let  us  know  we  were 
safe  from  such  a  possibility.  He  did  not  wish 
the  House  to  suppose  there  was  anything  im- 
minent on  the  colony,  but  they  had  seen  in 
other  ports  of  the  world  contagious  diseases 
spread  like  wildfire  throughout  different  coun- 
tries, and  unless  they  had  sufficient  expert 
veterinary  knowledge  to  guard  against  it  it 
might  end  in  appalling  disaster  to  the  colony, 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE  would  just  like  to  say  two 
or  three  words  in  connection  with  the  subject. 
First  of  all,  he  bad  no  intention  of  treating  it  in 
the  manner  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, but  he  thought  it  very  inconvenient  that 
important  reports  of  this  sort  should  be  discussed 
before  the  House  when  only  a  few  of  those  on 
the  Committee  were  present,  and  when  the  large 
majority  knew  nothing  of  the  subject.  He  was 
just  as  alive  to  the  great  necessity  which  ex- 
isted for  something  being  done  in  connection 
with  the  subject  as  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite.  The  Government  had  been  doing  a 
little.  They  had  been  endeavouring,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  find  out  the  causes  of  these  various 
diseases,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Government 
had  equipped  what  was  known  as  the  experi- 
mental form  at  Waverley.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  some  mem- 
bers because  this  experimental  farm  was  not 


established  in  some  other  part  of  the  colony ; 
but  they  could  not  have  an  experimental  farm 
in  every  corner  of  the  colony,  and,  in  sriecting 
Waverley,  they  selected  what  he  considered  to 
be  a  very  suitable  place  for  making  experiments 
of  this  kind.  They  had  thoroughly  equipped  it 
for  the  purpose  ;  and  nothing  would  be  spared, 
with  the  talent  at  their  disposal,  to  find  out  the 
causes  of  these  diseases,  and,  if  possible,  to 
remedy  them.  If  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  to  ask  the  Government  to  bring  out 
the  highest  veterinary  talent  from  the  Old 
Country,  it  would  entail  a  very  serious  expendi- 
ture of  money,  such  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  had  referred  to.  Whether  the 
House  was  prepared  to  go  so  far,  he  was  not 
aware. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  "Yes";  but  he  did  not  even 
know  whether  it  was  so  or  not.  At  any  rate, 
if  the  Government  decided  to  ask  the  House 
to  vote  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
it  could  be  discussed  by  the  House,  and  its 
opinion  could  be  expressed  on  the  subject,  and 
if  the  House  were  prepared  to  go  to  this  length 
of  finding  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose  the  Government  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
meet  the  request  and  do  what  it  could  in  the 
matter.  At  any  rate,  the  subject  was  not  being 
lost  sight  of,  and  thoy  would  endeavour  during 
this  first  year  to  do  what  they  could  in  con- 
nection with  that  experimental  farm,  and,  if 
the  results  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  House 
when  they  met  again,  then,  of  course,  some- 
thing further  might  be  done. 

Mr.  BUDDO  might  say,  referring  to  this 
question  of  the  inspection  of  stock,  and  the 
increase  of  inspection  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing out  any  contagious  disease  that  might 
happen  to  bo  imported  into  the  colony,  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  contagious  diseases  being  at 
present  in  existence  in  the  more  thickly-popu- 
lated districts  of  the  colony  that  required  any 
attention  to  speak  of.  He  spoke  more  particu- 
larly of  the  South  Island,  and  he  might  say 
there  were  no  diseases  there  that  local  know- 
ledge could  not  cope  with.  It  was  only  in  soma 
particular  parts  of  tho  North  Island  where 
some  unknown  disease  to  which  a  name  hod 
not  been  given  was  troublesome,  and  where 
great  loss  occurred.  However,  he  believed  the 
.Agricultural  Department  had  made  the  fullest 
provision  to  find  out  all  that  was  possible  in 
the  way  of  scientific  knowledge  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  disease.  Hitherto,  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
these  efforts  had  been  unsuccessful.  If  serious 
trouble  arose,  he  anticipated  that  tho  present 
law  relating  to  the  importation  of  stock  dealt 
fully  with  that  question.  He  objected  to  any 
further  taxation  being  imposed  upon  those  who 
were  going  to  great  expense  in  introducing  fresh 
blood  amongst  the  stock  of  the  colony.  He 
thought  the  provisions  in  the  existing  law  were 
ample,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  any  further 
taxation  put  upon  these  people.  If  any  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty  were  offered  with  reference 
to  this  disease,  the  nature  of  which  was  un- 
known, but  which  existed  amongst  the  sheep 
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in  the  North  Island,  he  was  sure  the  depart- 
ment would  be  prepared  to  meet  it  with  the 
means  at  their  disposal  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WILSON  understood  that  the  discussion 
W8W  with  the  view  of  a  sum  being  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Mr.  LAWRY  bad  nothing  to  say  beyond 
entering  a  most  emphatic  protest  against  the 
impatience  displayed  by  the  House  in  dis- 
cussing a  matter  of  so  important  a  character. 
They  were  quite  ready  to  spend  a  great  deaJ  of 
time  in  discussing  questions  of  abstract  theory, 
bat  when  important  questions  affecting  the 
interests  of  every  settler  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  New  Zealand  came  on  there 
was  a  manifest  impatience  against  taking  up 
time  in  discussing  them.  It  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  overestimate  the  importance  of  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  report.  He 
might  say  that  these  recommendations  were 
adopted,  after  careful  and  mature  considera- 
tion, by  a  Committee  which  understood  the 
questions.  For  the  information  of  the  House 
he  might  explain  that  the  report  was  drafted  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  a  gentleman  who  per- 
haps knew  more  about  the  questions  than  any 
other  man  in  New  Zealand,  and  yet,  from  the 
reception  they  met  with  when  he  brought  down 
a  report  of  this  important  character,  he  was 
beginning  to  realise  that,  so  far  from  the  House 
taking  an  interest  in  country  matters,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  had  entirely  changed.  He 
might  refer  to  the  time  when  Mr.  J.  D.  Lance 
was  Chairman  of  the  Stock  Committee :  when 
he  brought  down  a  report  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed throughout  a  whole  afternoon ;  and 
yet  now,  when  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  brought  down  a 
report  which  was  unanimously  passed  by  a 
Committee  composed  of  gentlemen  who  knew 
everything  pertaining  to  the  matter,  there  was 
manifested  a  singular  impatience  throughout 
the  House,  and  objection  was  shown  to  taking 
up  time  over  it.  He  would  resume  his  seat 
with  an  emphatic  protest  against  the  impa- 
tience exhibited  when  a  question  of  this  vast 
importance  was  brought  down  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  BRIDGES. 
12  SO        ^'^^-  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  fol- 
'   lowing  order  of  the  day  be  discharged  : 
"  Southern  railway  bridges — adjourned  debate 
on  the  question.  That  the  report  of  the  Railways 
Committee  do  lie  on  the  table  and  be  referred 
to  the  Government." 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  41. 

Allen 

Green 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Buddo 

Hogg 

MoKenzie,  B 

Cadman 

Houston 

McLachlan 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 

Meredith 

Carroll 

Lang 

Mills 

Collins 

Lamach 

Montgomery 

Crowther 

Lawry 

Morrison 

Duthie 

Mackintosh 

Farata 

Fraser 

Maslin 

Pinkerton 

Graham 

McGowan 

Beeves 

Mr. 

Buddo 

Buasell,  W.  E. 

Stevens 

Willis. 

Saunders 

Steward 

T»Utrt. 

Seddon 

Thompson 

HaU 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Ward 

NoKS,  28. 

Harris. 

Buchanan 

Joyce 

Firaiii 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  G.  W 

CamoTOSs 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

Massey 

Stout 

Flatman 

MoGuire 

Te  Ao 

Guinness 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Millar 

Heke 

Mitchelson 

TtUtn. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Newman 

Kamshaw 

Hutchison,  W. 

O'Began 
Pair. 

Tanner. 

For 

Against. 

Pere. 

BeU. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Order  of  the 

day  discharged 

COUNTIES  VEHICLE-LICENSING  Bllii. 
IN  coMmrrBB. 

Clause  8. — Provisions  as  to  Craction-engiiMS. 

Mr.  MoLAOHLAN  moved,  Shftor  the  woii 
"Act,"  to  strike  out  all  the  words  down  t* 
"  offence,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing: "and  the  provisions  of  subsection on> 
of  section  two  of  'The  Police  Ofiences  Aot 
Amendment  Act,  1890,'  shall  not  apply  witbis 
the  district  of  a  County  Council  or  other  locil 
authority  having  power  to  make  by-laws  for 
regulating  the  conditions  on  which  traetiaa- 
engines  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  along  roads  k 
over  bridges." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUDDO  moved  to  add  the  following  new 
clause :  "  In  any  county  where  the  avenjt 
rateable  value  of  land  held  in  fee-simpls  a- 
ceeds  two  pounds  an  acre  this  Aot  (with  tht 
exception  of  section  eight)  shall  not  apply." 

New  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  the  folloiniig 
proviso  :  "  Provided  that,  notwithstanding  tht 
average  rateable  value  of  lands  held  in  fM- 
simple  exceeds  two  pounds  per  acre,  it  sbtU 
be  competent  for  the  local  authority,  by  bps- 
oial  order,  to  make  by-laws  relating  to  vehielei 
other  than  traction-engines  should  the  ni^ 
local  authority  be  petitioned  by  a  majority  of 
the  ratepayers  so  to  do." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

"  POLICE  REFORM." 
Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, Whether  he  has  received  any  report 
from  Inspector  Broham  in  reference  to  tht 
charges  contained  in  a  letter  appearing  in  th< 
Christchurch  Star  of  the  1st  instant  headed 
"  Police  Reform,"  signed  "  Bull's-eye  "?  H  «* 
will  the  Minister  state  whether  the  report  ad- 
mits the  correctness  of  the  charges,  or  any  of 
them,  and  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
by  the  police  since  the  appearance  of  the  letter 
with  reference  to  the  alleged  breaches  of  the 
licensing  law?     Since  giving   notice  of  the 
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question  a  few  days  ago  be  had  seen  that  oei- 
taon  prooeedings  were  taken  by  the  police  in 
oonnection  with  the  letter.  He  now  wished  to 
know  from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment what  action  had  boen  taken. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  received  a  report 
from  Inspector  Broham  in  reference  to  the 
oharges  contained  in  the  letter  referred  to, 
signed  "BuU's-eye."  The  report  was  some- 
what lengthy.  There  was  also  a  report  from 
the  police  at  Lyttelton  in  reference  to  the 
publichouse  there.  With  regard  to  the  bars, 
there  was  more  than  one  bar,  and  that  was 
in  aooordance  with  the  law.  Then,  as  to  the 
oonnection  between  the  hotel  and  the  tobac- 
conist's shop,  the  report  of  the  police  was  that 
that  was  also  in  accordance  with  law.  There 
was  a  defect  in  the  Act  at  the  present  time. 
Certain  places  were  prohibited  from  being  con- 
nected with  hotel  premises — such  premises  as 
'were  used  for  public  entertainments,  or  as 
refreshment- houses  ;  but  tobacconists'  shops 
were  not  prevented  from  being  connected  with 
hotels.  Notwithstanding  that,  the  Inspector 
liad  given  instructions  to  close  the  connection. 
With  regard  to  illicit  distillation,  the  Inspec- 
tor said  there  were  a  number  -of  Donegal 
men  somewhere  about  Timaru.  There  was 
some  illicit  distillation  going  on  in  the  Timaru 
district  years  ago,  but  he  had  suppressed  it. 
Svery  precaution  was  now  taken,  aud  so  far  as 
he  was  aware  there  was  none  going  on  now. 
With  regard  to  the  sly  grog-selliiig,  Cheviot  was 
forty-five  miles  from  the  nearest  police-station, 
but  instructions  had  been  given  to  suppress  as 
far  as  practicable  sly  grog-selling  in  that  part 
of  the  colony.  The  writer  of  the  letter  under 
the  MOOT  de  plume  "  BuU's-eye  "  was  a  can- 
Tasfier  for  the  New  Zealand  Government  In- 
surance Department,  named  Theopbilns  Wicks. 
He  might  say  that  he  intended  to  lay  the  two 
reports  on  the  table ;  and  it  was  satisfactory, 
he  thought,  to  the  House  to  know  that,  at  all 
events,  the  reflection  cast  upon  the  police  was 
not  warranted  by  the  facts. 

WAIHAO  AND  WAITAKI  NATIVES. 

Major  STEWABD  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  he  has  concluded  arrangements  for 
providing  medical  assistance  for  the  Natives 
resident  at  Waihao  and  Waitaki ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  the  nature  of  those  arrangements, 
and  the  names  of  the  medical  men  appointed  ? 
Some  weeks  ago  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District 
bronght  under  the  notice  of  the  Native  Minis- 
ter the  desirableness  of  making  some  pro- 
vision for  medical  assistance  for  the  Natives 
resident  at  Waihao  and  Waitaki.  Some  cor- 
respondence, he  believed,  had  takea  place  since 
then  with  certain  medical  gentlemen  ;  and  he 
would  like  to  know  what  arrangements  had  been 
made,  and  what  gentleman  hod  been  appointed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  negotiations  hod  not  yet 
concluded,  but  were  still  proceeding. 

DUNTROON-LIVINGSTONE  MAIL  AND 
WAIMATE  POST-OFFICE. 
Major    STEWARD    asked   the   Postmftster- 
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General,  —  (1.)  Whether  a  tender  has  been 
or  will  be  accepted  for  a  tri- weekly  mail- 
service  between  Duntroon  and  Livingstone? 
(2.)  Whether  it  has  been  decided  to  paint  the 
roofs  of  the  post-office  buildings  at  Waimate  ? 
He  believed  tenders  were  to  be  called  for  with- 
in  a  week  or  ten  days.  Earlier  in  the  season 
he  had  asked  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
whom  this  question  was  addressed  if  he  would 
endeavour  to  give  further  postal  facilities  to 
the  residents  at  Livingstone  and  in  that  pEurt 
of  the  country.  There  was  a  semi- weekly 
service  between  Duntroon  and  Livingstone; 
and,  as  he  had  told  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  believed  a  tri-weekly  service  could  be  ob- 
tained at  an  additional  expenditure  of  £10. 
The  second  point  was  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
office  buildings  at  Waimate,  regarding  \^ch 
he  believed  an  officer  of  the  department  had 
made  a  report  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  acceptance  of  the  tender 
had  been  deferred  till  after  the  House  roseJ 
The  matter  would  then  be  gone  into,  and  a 
decision  arrived  at.  In  regard  to  the  second 
portion  of  the  question,  instructions  had  been 
given  to  paint  the  roof  of  the  new  portion  of 
the  building. 

WESTPORT  AND  KORANUI  COAL- 
LEASES. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether,  in  the  amalgamation  of  the  Westport 
and  Eoranui  ooal-loases,  there  was  any  limit 
to  the  time  when  the  fulfilment  of  the  labour 
clauses  should  be  deemed  satisfactory  while 
complied  with  by  one  lease  only;  and,  if  so, 
when  does  that  time  expire  7 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  there  was  no  lease  in 
existence  known  as  the  "  Koranui "  lease,  as 
the  ground  held  by  the  Eorauui  Company  was 
formally  surrendered,  part  of  it  being  subse- 
quently taken  up  by  the  Westport  Coal  Com- 
pany. There  was,  accordingly,  no  question  of 
amalgamation  of  leases  by  these  two  com- 
panies ever  under  consideration. 

HOROWHENUA  POST-OFFICE. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  has  yet  determined  as  to  the  course  of 
action  he  will  take  in  reference  to  the  Horo- 
whenua  Post-office  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  had  not  been 
definitely  disposed  of,  but  inquiries  would  be 
made  during  the  recess. 

MIDDLE  DISTRICT  UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, What  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to 
appoint  a  Council  for  the  Middle  District  of 
New  Zealand  University  College?  The  Act 
provided  for  the  Council  being  elected  by  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  and  if  the  matter  were 
not  set  about  at  once  it  would  bo  impossible  to 
get  the  Council  elected.  It  was  a  purely  ad- 
ministrative matter,  and  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation could  do  it  without  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Cabinet.     He  hoped,   therefore,  that 
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honourable  gentleman  would  say  that  he  was 
new  taking  steps  to  have  it  cairied  out. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  had  been  w^ting  for 
two  things.  One  was  that,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  matter  discussed  in  the  Cabinet, 
and  hoped  to  have  it  disoassed  on  the  following 
day.  The  other  matter  had  been  referred  to 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  he  was 
waiting  for  their  Euiswer,  which  he  also  hoped 
to  get  on  the  following  day. 

GORE  TRAFPIO-BRIDGB. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Oovemment,  —  (1.) 
Whether  they  propose  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Hawkins  reguding  the  Oore  Traffic- 
bridge,  and  give  effect  to  his  recommendation? 
(2.)  When  they  intend  to  authorise  the  Gore 
Borough  Counoil  to  execute  the  work,  in  ao- 
oordanoe  with  section  15,  subsection  (5),  of 
"The  Public  Works  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1889,"  and  to  declare  that  a  proportion  of  the 
cost  shall  be  borne  by  the  other  parties  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  ?  (3.) 
Whether  they  propose  to  contribute  the  £1,000 
mentioned  by  the  Commissioner ;  and,  if  so, 
what  provision  is  being  made  to  supply  that 
amount  when  required  by  the  Gore  Borough 
Council  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  carry  out  the  terms  made 
last  year  in  connection  with  the  matter  when 
the  local  bodies  were  prepared  to  find  their 
portion  of  the  money.  He  was  not  aware  that 
the  local  bodies  had  signified  their  intention  of 
raising' the  necessary  funds  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  the  bridge,  but  whenever  that  was 
done  the  Government  were  prepared  to  carry 
out  their  promise. 

KAURI  LAND. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  give  instructions  to  the  Crovm  Lands 
Board  at  Auckland,  whtu  any  land  with  Icauri 
growing  on  it  is  disposed  of,  that  the  land  and 
the  kauri  be  sold  together,  in  order  that  the 
local  bodies  may  get  the  benefit?  Ho  was 
understood  to  say  that  if  the  Board  sold  the 
kauri  the  result  was  that  the  local  bodies 
received  no  benefit,  the  land  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board.  The  local  authority  did 
not  receive  the  "  thirds."  A  block  had  been 
«old  in  the  Whangarei  district,  and  the  result 
had  been  that  the  tniffio  on  the  road  had 
completely  destroyed  the  road  for  a  distance 
of  twelve  miles  ;  and  he  understood  that  the 
Board  contemplated  soiling  another  block  in 
the  same  district.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
in  selling  the  kauri  the  land  should  be  sold  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  he  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  interfere  with  the  Board  in  this 
matter.  He  thought  the  Board's  local  know- 
ledge of  the  district  over  which  they  had  to 
administer  the  law  would  lead  them  to  do 
what  was  best  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 
He  understood  that  their  objection  to  selling 
Sir  B.  Stout 


the  land  with  the  kauri  was  that  large  areas  of 
kauri-land  contained  gum,  and  they  wanted  to 
retain  it  for  gum-digging  purposes.  However, 
now  that  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the 
matter,  it  was  possible  they  might  find  it  ad- 
visable in  some  cases  to  dispose  of  the  land 
with  the  timber.  While  in  no  way  dictating 
to  the  Board  as  to  the  course  which  should  be 
pursued,  he  would  make  representations  to  it 
that  he  thought  it  advisable  some  steps  should 
be  taken  so  that  the  local  bodies  might  get 
the  necessary  revenue  to  keep  up  their  roads. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether,  in  dealing  with  old  soldiers'  claims, 
he  will  rectify  the  injustice  to  Volunteers  who 
wore  on  active  service  and  under  fire  at  various 
times  from  1860  to  1870,  but  who,  through  tia 
disbandment  of  their  corps  or  otherwise,  wen 
unable  to  complete  five  years'  continuous  ser- 
vice? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  '  said  the  existmg  Act 
was  specific  in  determining  the  period  of 
service  which  was  recognised,  and  there  ms 
no  power  to  vary  it  without  fresh  legislation. 
There  was  at  present  a  return  on  tiie  table 
showing  the  whole  position ;  and  the  whole 
question  would  have  to  stand  over  to  another 
session. 

TAIPU-PEBIA  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  will  make  provision  during  the  reoecs 
to  extend  the  telephone  from  Taipu  to  Oroiu, 
and  thence  to  Peria,  in  the  County  of  MaDgonui? 
When  the  line  was  extended  from  Mangouni 
to  Eaitaia  he  had  pointed  out  to  Dr.  Lemon 
that  the  line  should  go  by  Oruru  and  Fens,  as 
these  were  settled  districts,  and  there  would  be 
a  larger  revenue.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
consent  to  make  the  connection  now. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  have  another  re- 
port furnished  on  the  matter.  As  it  stood  si 
present  the  cost  would  be  rather  too  much  to 
warrant  the  department  in  constructing  the 
line.  According  to  the  present  report  the  cost 
was  estimated  at  £870,  and  the  revenue  at  £1S 

Eer  annum.  If  it  were  possible  for  the  contri- 
ution  of  £106  to  be  made  by  the  people  in 
the  locality  the  line  would  be  proceeded  iriUi. 
This  estimate  was  on  the  basis  of  the  informa- 
tion in  the  last  report;  but  he  would  haft 
another  report  made,  to  see  if  business  had 
increased,  or  if  there  was  anything  fresh  to 
warrant  the  extension. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  how  the  estimate  of 
revenue  was  arrived  at. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  there  was  a  procMS 
in  connection  with  the  service  upon  which  the 
estimate  of  revenue  was  based,  and  which  had 
proved  very  reliable,  and  it  worked  oat  ia 
nearly  every  case.  It  was  based  on  the  amount 
of  mail-matter  circulated  within  the  area  over 
which  the  line  was  to  be  erected,  and  the  pie- 
portion  of  telegraph  and  telephone  business 
was  arrived  at  under  an  estimate  of  5  P^^ 
cent. 
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WHANGABATA  AND  PAIRATA  BAIL- 
WAY  STATIONS. 

^lajor  HABBIS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  approach  the  Bailway  Commissioners 
with  a  view  uf  causing  the  stoppage  of  pas- 
senger-trains at  Whangarata  and  Pairata  Sta- 
tions, on  the  Auckland  and  Waikato  Bailway? 

^Ir.  SEDDON  said  that  a  reply  was  given 
to  a  similar  question  on  the  3rd  August,  as 
follows : — 

"  The  present  time-table  provides  for  stop- 
page of  trains  at  these  stations  twice  daily  each 
way.  The  Commissioners  do  not  see  their  way 
to  stop  the  through  trains,  as  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient traffic  to  warrant  it." 

G.  W.  ELL. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  A  to  L 
Committee  on  the  petition  of  G.  W.  Ell  ?  The 
petitioner  referred  to  had  a  petition  before  the 
House  last  year,  and  received  a  favourable 
report  from  the  Petitions  Committee,  but  the 
terms  of  the  receipt  drawn  up  in  connection 
vrilh  the  report  were  such  that  the  petitioner 
was  advised  not  to  sign  it.  as  it  would  preclude 
hint  from  taking  any  further  steps  he  thought 
ho  was  entitled  to  take.  He  had  petitioned 
the  House  again  this  year,  and  he  (Mr.  Smith) 
believed  the  Committee  had  again  made  a 
favourable  recommendation,  and  had  altered 
the  terms  of  the  receipt.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  proposed  this  session 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee. 

ih.  C ADMAN  said  the  Government  had  not 
jet  been  able  to  consider  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees. Personally  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
give  a  reply  in  the  affirmative,  bat  the  matter 
was  of  so  intricate  a  nature  that  they  had  to 
act  on  the  advice  of  the  Crown  Law  Officers 
all  through,  and  the  Government  were  advised 
that  the  receipt  proposed  by  the  Committee 
would  not  do.  The  sum  of  £200  had  been 
available  whenever  Mr.  Ell  chose  to  sign  the 
leceipt  drawn  up  by  the  Solicitor-General. 

POHANGINA  "THIBDS." 
Mr.  PIBAi^I  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  has  received  a  reply  to  his  promised 
inquiry  as  to  the  liability  of  the  Wanganui 
Harbour  reserves  at  Pohangina  to  contribute 
"  thirds  "  to  the  local  body  of  the  district? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  section  i  of 
"  The  Wanganui  Harbour  Endowment  Borrow- 
ing Act,  1887,"  under  whioh  most  of  the 
Wanganui  Harbour  endowment  was  disposed 
of,  provided  that,  after  deducting  the  cost  of 
survey  only,  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  should 
be  paid  to  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Fund; 
and  section  S  of  "  The  Wanganui  Harbour  En- 
dowment Sale  Act,  1892,"  specially  exempted 
the  block  taken  up  by  the  special-settlement 
associalion  from  the  payment  of  "  thirds." 

MOUNTAIN  HUT  WATEB-BACE. 
Major   STEWABD    asked    the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  he  has  considered  the  petition 
of  J.  J.  Ardagh  and  sixty-five  other  miners  and 


others  of  the  Maerewhenua  district,  praying  for 
assistance  towards  the  completion  of  the  Moun- 
tain Hut  Water-race,  whioh  was  referred  by 
the  Qoldfields  Committee  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Government;  and,  if  so, 
what  he  proposes  to  do  in  regard  to  this  matter  ? 
This  was  a  very  important  matter  to  a  consider- 
able number  of  his  constituents  in  connection 
with  the  Maerewhenua  goldfield.  They  were 
badly  in  want  of  a  supply  of  water.  A  numtter 
of  miners  had,  during  the  last  two  years,  been 
busily  engaged  in  bringing  in  a  race  to  the 
western  portion  of  the  field.  They  had  ex- 
pended some  £6,000  in  the  construction  of 
about  eight  miles,  and  had  arrived  at  the  end 
of  their  funds.  They  had  now  to  cross  a  gully 
over  which  a  fluming  would  cost  about  £2,500 
more,  and  if  this  were  completed  they  would 
be  able  to  deliver  a  supply  of  water  which 
would  command  a  large  area  of  auriferous 
country.  They  did  not  ask  for  any  money 
except  in  the  shape  of  a  loan,  which  tbey 
wished  to  be  able  to  obtain  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible rate ;  and  he  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, as  the  goldfield  was  capable  of  pro- 
viding employment  for  thousands  of  persons, 
the  Native  Minister  might  step  forward  to 
assist  the  miners  in  question.  The  petition 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  they 
hod  token  the  evidence  of  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Oamaru,  —  who,  with 
himself,  had  visited  the  race  and  inspected 
every  inch  of  it, — and,  as  he  had  said,  the  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  the  matter  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Government. 

OQ  Mr.  CADMAN  hardly  knew  what 
°  '  reply  to  give  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, because,  although  the  Committee  had 
reported  favourably  on  the  petition,  still  at  the 
same  time  they  hajd  had  a  communication  from 
some  of  those  whose  signatures  were  appended 
to  the  petition,  asking  to  have  their  names  ex- 
cised, and  stating  that  they  had  foolishly  signed 
blank  sheets  of  paper  on  the  verbal  statement 
of  those  who  went  round  with  the  petition,  and 
stating  further  that  the  petition  contained  un- 
true statements.  A  Government  officer  had 
repotted  on  this  wor^  and  his  report  was 
rather  unfavourable  as  to  the  constructing  of 
the  work.  However,  he  proposed  visiting  the 
Otago  goldfields  during  the  recess,  and  he 
intended  visiting  this  district  if  he  were  able. 

Major  STEWABD  said  the  information 
which  had  just  been  given  to  the  House  was 
entirtly  new  to  him.  It  had  not  been  com- 
municated to  him,  and  had  it  been  he  would 
have  stated  it  to  the  House. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  "  THIBDS  "  AND 
"POUBTHS." 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  has  yet  received,  or  is  likely  before 
the  end  of  the  session  to  receive,  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  on  the  point  as  to  whether  the 
moneys  deposited  on  the  selection  of  unsur- 
veyed  land  on  account  of  the  survey-fees,  and 
afterwards  credited  to  the  selectors  against  the 
payments  by  them  under  the  various  tenures 
(other  than  cash  purchases},  should  not  be  sub- 
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ject  to  the  "  thirds  "  or  "  fourth*  "  payable  to 
the  local  bodies  ?  Some  time  ago  he  had  put 
a  question  to  the  same  effect  to  the  Minister, 
who  was  not  then  in  a  position  to  reply.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  in  a 
position  to  reply  to-day,  because  it  was  just 
probable  this  was  the  last  opportunity  that  he 
or  any  other  member  would  have  of  raising 
this  question,  which  was  somewhat  important 
to  local  bodies.  He  had  previously  pointed  out 
that  there  was  a  provision  in  the  Land  Act 
which  provided  that  "  thirds  "  or  "  fourths  "  of 
"  the  price  or  value  of  the  periodic  payments 
and  rental  of  land  under  the  various  tenures  " 
should  be  paid  over  to  the  local  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  spending  the  money  on  roads  leading 
to  or  opening  up  the  lands  &om  which  those 
payments  accrued.  It  was  a  matter  of  settle- 
ment, and  ho  hoped  the  ^linister  would  find 
himself  justified  in  making  provision  for  such 
a  desirable  object. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE  said  he  had  not  received 
a  reply  from  the  Law  Officers.  He  had  given 
instructions  that  the  opinion  should  be  given 
before  next  Monday. 

SMALL-FARM  ASSOCIATIONS'  ROADS. 
Mr.  PIBANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Ss.  per  acre  loading  on  small-farm 
associations'  lands  for  rosids  is  intended  to 
complete  and  metal  the  said  roads,  and  how 
long  the  settlers  alluded  to  have  to  pay  4  per 
cent,  interest  upon  the  Ss.  per  acre  loading? 
He  would  like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  that  in  regard  to  the  deferred  payment 
and  perpetual  -  lease  and  lease -in -perpetuity 
lands  the  ■■  thirds  "  would  only  be  payable  for 
a  certain  period — in  the  case  of  deferred-pay- 
ment land  for  fourteen  years,  and  fifteen  years 
in  the  case  of  perpetual-lease  lands ;  but  in 
the  case  of  lease-in-perpetuity  lands  those 
unfortunate  people,  whose  lands  were  loaded 
with  the  cost  of  reading,  on  the  same  principle 
the  "thirds"  would  not  be  paid  until  999  years. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  that  was  cor- 
rect, or  whether  it  was  merely  an  oversight. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  put  an  entirely  wrong  construc- 
tion upon  this  matter.  The  money  added  to 
the  value  of  this  land  for  reading  purposes  was 
not  in  the  same  position  as  a  grant  for  roads. 
It  was  added  to  the  capital  value  of  the  land, 
and,  as  the  land  was  disposed  of,  from  the 
capital  value  of  the  land  was  taken  the  amount 
required  for  reading,  and  it  was  oonsiderdB,  as 
these  people  got  roads  mode  for  them  to  im- 
prove their  lands,  and  as  the  loading  for  roads 
was  part  of  the  capital  value  of  the  land, 
seeing  that  they  would  only  have  to  pay  rent 
upon  that  capital  value  at  the  rate  of  4  per 
cent.,  no  injustice  was  done  to  them.  The 
adding  of  the  reading  to  the  land  was  quite 
fair,  more  especially  as  large  sums  were  spent 
outside  of  the  sums  put  on  for  loading. 

MINISTERS'   TRAVELLING  -  ALLOW- 

ANCES    ETC 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 'asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  expects  before  the  end  of  the  session  to  be 
Afr.  Q.  StUchiton 


able  to  lay  before  this  House  the  retorn  ordered 
more  than  three  months  ago  of  the  partieolai* 
of    the    travelling  -  allowances  and   -expenses    ' 
drawn  by  each  of  the  Ministers  during  ttie    ! 
last  financial  year? 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  make  inquiries  into 
the  matter,  and  give  instructions  to  have  the 
return  ready  as  soon  as  possible. 

LICENSES. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Government,  If  the 
Licensing  Bill  is  not  passed,  will  they  bring  in 
a  short  Bill  of  one  clause  prohibiting  the  tnna- 
fer  of  a  license  from  one  towuship  to  another? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  was  rather  bood 
for  the  honourable  member  to  presume  Uut 
this  Bill  would  not  go  through.  He  might  say 
it  would  be  as  well  for  the  honourable  gentis- 
man  to  wait  and  watch ;  and  in  the  meantims 
he  would  say  it  was  undesirable  for  Licensijig 
Committees,  and  it  was  against  the  spirit  i 
the  law,  to  consent  to  these  removals  long  dis- 
tances. 

AWARUA  BLOCK. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Landi, 
Upon  what  date  the  Awarua  Block,  to  be 
traversed  by  the  North  Island  Main  Trank 
Railway,  will  be  open  for  selection  by  tii* 
public  ?  He  asked  this  question  because  * 
large  number  of  people  were  anxious  to  know 
when  this  land  would  be  opened  up. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  portion  of  the 
Awarua  Block  purchased  by  the  Gk>vemment 
contained  140,000  acres,  and,  as  a  large  por- 
tion of  it  was  bush-land,  to  make  sure  that 
they  should  get  the. best  possible  grades  foi 
the  roads  it  would  take  some  consider&ble 
time  to  have  the  lines  graded,  and  until  this 
was  done  they  could  not  proceed  with  the 
surveying  of  the  land  into  sections.  It  ml 
desirable,  he  thought,  that  the  surveys  shonU 
be  made  before  the  land  was  disposed  of.  Tha 
department  had  not  been  idle  in  this  matter. 
As  soon  as  the  Court  affirmed  the  Crown's  right 
to  the  land  they  took  action  at  ones  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  laud  into  the  market, 
and  at  the  present  time  six  survey  psrtiei 
were  on  the  block,  and  two  more  were  aboat 
to  start,  so  that  within  the  next  eight  or  nine 
days  they  would  have  eight  survey  parties  on 
the  block  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  sat- 
veyed  and  put  into  the  market  as  soon  si 
possible.  He  hoped  by  the  first  of  the  yesr  to 
have  the  new  townsliip  which  would  be  neces- 
sary at  the  place  called  Three-log  Whare  in  tha  ' 
market  as  the  first  instalment. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Minister  had  not 
stated  when  the  land  outside  that  would  be 
ready.  Would  it  be  ready  in  six  months,  in  s 
year,  or  in  two  years  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  hoped  there  would  be  I 
some  in  the  market  in  February,  in  March,  and  | 
so  on.  There  would  be,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  eight  survey  parties  employed  next 
month,  and  as  soon  as  tlie  survey  parties 
came  in  and  their  maps  were  prepared  the 
land  would  be  brought  into  the  market.  IbV 
had  no  intention  of  keepicg  the  land  back. 
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CHARITABLE  AID  TO  CHINAMEN. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  ho 
is  aware  that  the  Inspector-General  of  Hos- 
pitals is  collecting  information  from  the  Beae- 
▼olent  Boards  of  the  colony  concerning  the 
amount  of  charitable  aid  dispensed  to  China- 
men ?  (2.)  If  so,  will  he  ascertain  for  what  pur- 
pose or  at  whose  instigation  this  information  is 
being  obtained  ?  (8.)  If  the  information  is  con- 
sidered desirable,  will  he  direct  the  Inspector- 
General  to  obtain  statistics  of  the  persons  of 
various  nationalities  who  have  received  chari- 
table aid  from  State  institutions  ?  He  noticed 
from  the  newspapers  that  the  Inspector-General 
tinder  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions 
Act  had  written  to  the  Masterton  Benevolent 
Trustees  asking  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
Chinese  and  other  Asiatics  who  had  received 
charitable  relief  during  the  year  ending  the  3l6t 
March,  1894.  Now,  at  the  present  time  there 
vas  an  agitation  going  on  pretty  well  all  over 
the  colony  against  the  influx  of  Chinese  and 
other  Asiatics,  and  be  would  like,  therefore,  to 
know  what  was  the  meaniug  of  this  movement 
on  the  part  of  this  officer  of  the  Government — 
whether  it  was  intended  as  a  counter-move  in 
defence  of  Chinese  immigration. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  about  to  confess  his 
absolnte  inability  to  see  how,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, it  could  bo  a  counter-move  In 
defence  of  Chinese  immigration.  That  pro- 
bably was  due  -  to  want  of  perception  on  his 
part ;  but,  at  any  rate,  this  was  being  done  not 
only  in  the  case  of  the  Masterton  Benevolent 
Trustees,  but  in  the  case  of  all  Charitable  Aid 
Boards,  and  was  being  done  at  the  instigation 
of  no  less  a  body  than  that  honourable  House, 
which  ordered  a  return,  on  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  some  time  ago, 
that  had  caused  the  collection  of  this  informa- 
tion, relating  not  only  to  Chinese,  but  to  other 
Asiatics. 

RAILWAY  PLANT,  ETC. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Govern- 
ment,— (1.)  Whether  they  propose  to  have  an 
examination  of  the  railway  plant,  permanent- 
way,  and  bridges  made  prior  to  talcing  over  the 
lines  from  the  Commissioners  ?  (2.)  Will  they 
appoint  a  competent  Inspector  for  each  Island, 
who  shall  be  independent  of  local  control,  and 
whose  duty  shall  be  to  report  in  detail  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Minister  on  the  state  of  the 
bridges,  permanent  -  way,  and  plant  7  The 
second  part  of  the  question  was  a  most  im- 
portant one. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  to  tho  first  part  of 
the  question,  the  answer  was  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  they  did  intend  to  do  this.  They  did  not 
think  tbey  would  be  justified  as  a  Government 
in  taking  over  these  lines  unless  their  condition 
was  shown.  They  thought  it  necessary  this  ex- 
amination should  be  made,  both  in  fairness  to 
the  Commissioners  and  in  justice  to  the  Go- 
-vemment  and  the  House.  As  to  the  second 
Vart  of  the  question,  that  was  a  matter  of 
detail  which  the  Government  could  determine 
when  they  took  over  the  railways. 


CUSTOMS  TARIFF. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  will,  early  next  session,  lay  before 
this  House  proposals  for  a  revision  of  the 
Customs  tariff  in  the  interests  of  local  indus- 
tries? With  that  view,  will  they  collect  in- 
formation during  the  recess  supplementary 
to  that  obtained  oy  the  Tariff  Committee,  and 
be  prepared  with  the  proposed  revision  when 
Parliament  next  meets?  Of  coarse  it  was 
hopeless  for  anything  to  be  done  this  session, 
but  he  would  ask  for  a  clear  and  emphatic 
promise  from  the  Government  that  they  would 
be  ready  to  deal  with  this  question  next  session, 
in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  local  indus- 
tries. 

Mr.  WARD  said  every  effort  would  be  made 
by  the  Government  to  compile  the  necessary 
information  to  enable  this  to  be  done. 

M.  TAUTARI. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  tho  Government  will  give  effect  to  the  report 
of  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  Mere  Tautari?  It  was  nime- 
cessary  to  go  into  particulars  in  reference  to  the 
question.  He  might  state  that  the  Commit- 
tee which  considered  the  matter,  after  taking 
the  evidence  of  the  departmental  officers, 
unanimously  came  to  the  decision  to  recom- 
mend the  Government  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  The  petitioner  was  a  respectable 
woman,  living  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  district, 
and  he  hoped  the  Governmaut  would  accede  to 
tho  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  had  not  had  time  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Government  since 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  made,  but 
careful  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the  whole 
question,  and  the  Government  would  then  con- 
sider it,  and  no  doubt  justice  would  bo  done  in 
the  case. 

JUNCTION  ROAD  AND  ZIGZAG. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  allow  the  Jimction  Road 
and  Zigzag  to  be  placed  in  sufficient  repair  to 
allow  the  Crown  tenants  and  special  settlers 
an  outlet  to  their  market  town  and  to  the  rail- 
way ? 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  this  was  one  of 
those  roads  that  woro  under  the  control  of  the 
loceJ  authority  of  the  district,  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  therefore  under  no  obligation  to  find 
the  money  for  repairs.  However,  knowing  as 
they  did  from  reports  received  by  the  depart- 
ment that  the  road  was  in  a  very  bad  state,  and 
that  there  were  a  number  of  Grown  tenants  and 
settlers  upon  the  lands  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the  Government  had  put  a  certain  sum  on  tho 
estimates  for  doing  something  to  these  roads. 
He  would  ask  the  honourable  member  to  in- 
form the  local  authorities  that  they  would  be 
expected  to  keep  these  roads  in  repair  for  the 
future.  These  roads  had  been  a  considerable 
expense  to  the  Government,  owing  to  the  neg- 
lect of  the  local  authority,  on  account  of  their 
being  ollowed  to  get  out  of  repair. 
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MINING  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  McOOWAN  asked  the  GoTerament,  If 
their  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  New  Zealand  Times  of  Saturday,  refer- 
ring to  the  indignation  felt  by  the  Auckland 
and  TbameB  people  at  the  neglect  of  the  Oo- 
yemment  in  not  making  sufficient  provision 
for  aiding  the  mining  industry  ?  (2.)  In  view 
•f  the  aid  given  to  banking  interests  and  the 
provision  by  legislation  for  aiding  the  settlers  in 
the  colony  by  cheap  money,  expert  advice,  and 
encouragement  generally,  will  the  Government 
at  once  recognise  the  hitherto  neglected  deep 
gold-mining  in  the  North  by  substantially  snb- 
sidising  any  company  prepared  to  undertake 
this  important  colonial  work?  (3.)  Are  they 
aware  that  many  of  the  best-skilled  young 
miners  are  leaving  that  part  of  the  colony  owing 
to  the  apathy  of  the  Government  towards  this 
industry  ?  Out  of  consideration  for  the  House, 
and  owing  to  the  late  period  of  the  session,  he 
had  refrained,  when  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment came  down,  from  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  to  bring  up  the  question  of 
the  very  small  amount  that  was  to  be  devoted 
to  this  important  industry  of  gold-mining.  Not 
only  did  this  question  oSect  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  northern  district,  but  it  affected  the 
colony  as  a  whole.  With  regard  to  the  deep 
gold -mining,  he  thought,  considering  the 
amount  of  interest  that  was  being  taken  in 
other  colonies  in  this  matter,  New  Zealand 
was  taking  what  appeared  to  be  a  very  suicidal 
course  in  not  devoting  more  attention  to  these 
processes.  He  hoped  the  question  would  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  in  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  paragraph  mentioned.  Some  un- 
easiness seemed  to  have  been  caused  in  the 
goldflelds  districts  as  to  the  amount  of  the  vote. 
But  people  did  not  seem  to  understand  that 
the  amount  appropriated  was  for  expenditure 
during  the  year.  If  certain  work  would  cost, 
say,  £100,000  or  £150,000,  it  was  of  no  use  to 
vote  all  this  money  at  once,  as  it  could  not 
be  expended  during  this  financial  year.  They 
must  place  on  the  estimates  only  what  was 
expected  to  be  expended  during  the  financial 
year.  The  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
go  into  the  individual  cases  and  make  proper 
business  arrangements,  so  that  negotiations 
entered  into  might  be  continued.  However, 
the  vote  was  considered  sufficient  for  the  year, 
because  it  would  take  some  time  to  start  pre- 
liminary operations,  even  to  sink  the  deep-level 
shafts  on  the  goldflelds.  If  the  people  in  the 
various  districte  were  prepared  to  put  their  own 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  the  Government  would 
be  quite  ready  to  grant  them  substantial  as- 
sistance in  every  reasonable  way. 

R.  0.  MAJORIBANKS  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  give  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  the  officers  of  the  Forest  Department 
in  Southland  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  B.  C.  Majoribanks  and  others  ? 


He  said  the  question  arose  out  of  apetitioa 
presented  to  the  House  by  himself.  The  peti- 
tioners referred  to  were  bnshmen  residing 
about  Hokonui  and  Gore,  and  the  petition  r»- 
lated  to  some  hardship  which  they  suffered  in 
connection  with  the  State  forest  there.  The 
petitioners  prayed, — 

"1.  That  licenses  should  be  granted  for  a 
certain  time,  instead  of  for  a  certain  quantity 
of  material. 

"  2.  That,  in  case  of  disputes  with  the  de- 
partment having  control  of  the  forests,  ths 
bnshmen  should  not  be  required  to  attend  tba 
Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court  at  Invercaigill, 
but  at  Gore,  in  the  immediate  locality. 

"  3.  That  fines  should  only  be  inflicted  ba- 
fore  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

"  1.  That  the  regulations  should  permit  ot 
standing  timber  being  cut." 

The  petition  was  referred  to  tho  Pnblic  Peti- 
tions Committee,  and  that  Committee  bil 
given  a  favourable  recommendation.  He  re- 
gretted that  they  were  unable  to  give  a  mora 
favourable  recommendation  with  regard  to  th« 
first  portion,  but  with  regard  to  the  second  uii 
third  their  recommendation  was  a  favourablj 
one.  He  hoped  the  Minister  of  Lands  would 
give  the  necessary  instructions  to  have  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  carried  out.  The  bnsh- 
men resided  six  or  seven  miles  from  where  the 
sitting  of  the  Board  was  held,  and  when  as; 
difficulty  arose  they  had  to  go  past  Gore  to 
Inveroargill,  a  distance  of  some  forty  mils. 
Complaints  had  been  received  by  him  from  dl 
sides ;  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  give  * 
favourable  replv. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  that,  instead  of 
this  petition  being  referred  to  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  it  should  have  gone  to  tba 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  as  it  certainly  related 
to  a  subject  that  come  under  the  jurisdictios 
of  the  Lands  Department.  The  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands  at  Invercorgill  was  also  Com- 
missioner of  State  Forests.  He  (Mr.  McKenzie) 
had  not  seen  the  petition  or  the  report  of  tha 
Committee,  but  any  recommendations  made  b^ 
the  Committee  would  receive  his  careful^  con- 
sideration, and,  if  he  could  see  that  these  recom- 
mendations could  be  carried  out  without  detri- 
ment to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  he  wouH 
give  the  necessary  instructions  accordingly. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  propose  to  make  any  appoint- 
ments to  the  Legislative  Council  during  tin 
recess  1    If  so,  how  many  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  have  no  difficalty  in 
replying  to  this  question.  The  action  of  the 
Government  would  depend  upon  circumstances, 
and  he  thought  none  of  the  circumstances 
would  warrant  the  Government  in  doing  wh»l 
was  mentioned  in  the  question. 

SEAWARD  BUSH  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  3.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of 

Lands,  If  he  has  received  any  report  from  »• 

Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  InvercargiH. 

against  the  farther  expenditure  of  money  f<* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]         Fruit-evaporators. 


[HOUSE.] 


Wairoa  Natives, 


903 


the  benefit  of  village  settlers  in  Seaward  Bash 
Township?  If  not,  will  the  Minister  explain 
the  reason  why  the  vote  of  £200  granted  to  the 
Tillage  settlers  mentioned  for  the  last  three 
years  has  been  stopped  this  session,  notwith- 
standing the  very  large  increase  in  the  vote  for 
roads  throughout  the  colony  generally  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  had  not  received  a  report 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  against 
any  further  expenditure.  The  reason  for  the 
amount  not  appearing  on  the  estimates  this 
year  was  that  it  wsbs  not  considered  desirable 
to  spend  further  money  in  the  construction  of 
Foads  in  this  district.  The  fact  that  for  the 
last  three  years  the  sum  of  £200  had  been  voted 
was  no  reason  why  it  should  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  this  year.  But  further  inquiry  would 
be  made,  and,  if  necessary,  the  sum  would  be 
voted. 

PRUIT-EVAPORATORS. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  If  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  importing,  during  the  recess,  one  of  the  latest 
and  most  improved  fruit-evaporators,  and  ex- 
hibit the  same  in  various  parts  of  the  colony, 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  fruit-growing 
industry  by  showing  those  mterested  a  more 
profitable  method  for  disposing  of  their  surplus 
fruit? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIB  said  some  of  the  Inspec- 
tors had  already  given  information  on  this 
subject ;  also  the  question  of  importing  a  fruit- 
evaporator  had  been  considered,  and  a  machine 
had  been  sent  for. 

NATIVE-LAND  PURCHASE. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  the  amount  of  £300,000  under  the 
Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Land  Acqui- 
sition Bill,  mentioned  in  the  Publio  Works 
Statement  as  intended  to  be  appropriated  this 
year,  includes  the  sum  of  £50,000  for  which 
debentures  have  been  already  issued  during  the 
current  financial  year  under  "  The  Native  Land 
Porohases  Act,  1892  " ;  and,  if  not,  to  what  pur- 
pose such  last-mentioned  sum  is  to  be  applied? 
There  would  be  found  on  page  4  of  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  under  the  head  of  "  Appro- 
priations proposed,"  two  items  of  £150,000  each, 
under  the  Lands  Improvement  Account  and 
Purchase  of  Native  Lands  Account — these 
made  up  the  £800,000  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  other  amount  of  £50,000  appeared  by 
Betum  H.  167,  under  the  head  of  "Native  Land 
Purchases  Act,  1892,"  as  already  raised  by 
debentures  issued  between  the  dates  Ist  April 
and  80th  Jane,  1894. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Yes,  this  sum  of  £50,000 
iras  included  in  the  amount  of  £300,000  under 
the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native  Lands 
Acquisition  Bill. 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  the  return  of  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure for  the  quarter  ended  30th  Septem- 
ber last  will  appear  in  this  week's  Oazette  1 
The  Gcusette  was  due  that  day,  and  he  hoped  his 
honourable  friend  would  state  that  the  returns 


would  appear  in  the  Oazette,  because,  according 
to  precedent,  the  returns  were  now  due. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  returns  would  appear 
in  this  week's  Oazette.  Instructions  had  been 
given  to  that  effect  before  the  honourable 
gentleman  gave  notice  of  his  question. 

H.  MAIOHA. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  asked  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, If  he  has  considered  the  petition  of  Henana 
Maioha,  such  petition  having  been  referred  by 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  consideration ;  and,  if  so,  what  action 
he  proposes  to  take  upon  it  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  report  referred  to 
had  not  yet  been  received. 

GISBORNE-OPOTIKI  MAIL-SERVICE. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
Qeneral,  Whether,  considering  the  growing  im- 
portance of  the  East  Coast  and  Bay  of  Plenty 
districts,  the  rapid  spread  of  settlement  in  each 
respectively,  the  vast  area  of  land  being  ac- 
quired therein  by  the  Crown  for  settlement 
purposes,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  proper 
and  eificient  communication  between  Gisborne 
and  Opotiki  vi&  the  Motu  Township,  the  Govern- 
ment will  at  once  establish  a  weekly  overland 
mail-service  in  provision  therefor  ?  He  wished 
to  prevail  upon  the  Government  to  have  some 
means  adopted  at  once  whereby  the  settlers  in 
the  Motu  district  could  get  their  letters  sent  to 
them  regularly.  The  Motu  Township  was  some 
fifty  miles  from  Gisborne  and  fifty  miles  from 
Opotiki,  and  the  Government  had  acquired 
large  areas  of  land  between  Opotiki  and  Gis- 
borne, and  the  settlers  there  found  it  very  di£S-  ' 
cult  to  keep  up  communication.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  endeavour  to  have  the 
mails  sent  regularly — say,  once  a  week — to  the 
Motu  Township,  which  was  about  half-way  be- 
tween Opotiki  and  Gisborne. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  the  order  was  rather  a 
laige  one.  To  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  give  the  service 
asked  for  between  Gisborne  and  Opotiki,  would 
cost  about  £200,  and  the  revenue  from  it  was 
estimated  at  only  £88  per  annum.  It  would 
therefore  not  be  possible  for  so  expensive 
a  service  to  be  authorised,  when  the  returns 
would  be  so  small.  A  service  to  Motu  Village, 
about  half-way,  would  cost  £78 ;  and  a  service 
already  existed  to  within  twenty  miles  of 
Motu  Village,  for  which  they  were  now  paying 
£52  a  year,  and  it  could  be  extended  to  the 
village  for  an  additional  payment  of  £26,  and 
this  was  as  much  as  could  be  done  at  present. 

WAIROA  NATIVES. 
Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Premier,— (1) 
If  he  is  aware  that  the  potatoes  sent  to  the 
Natives  at  Wairoa  by  the  Government  were 
distributed  to  men  many  of  whom  are  wealthy, 
and  not  in  need  of  such  assistance ;  (2)  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  many  of  the  potatoes 
were  immediately  sold  in  the  neighbouring 
township ;  (8)  whether  any  other  Natives  were 
treated  with  the  same  disregard  of  prudence ; 
and  (4  on  what  system,  and  on  whose  reoom- 
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mendation,  the  distribution  viaa  made  ?  He  bad 
teceived  lettera  liom  the  district  assuring  him 
that  all  these  were  facts,  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
if  it  was  desirable  that  these  persons  should  be 
relieved,  a  certain  amount  of  prudence  should 
have  been  exercised. 

Mr.  CARBOLL  might  say,  in  regard  to  sec- 
tions (1)  and  (2)  of  the  question,  the  department 
had  heard  nothing  of  the  kind.  In  regard  to 
part  (S),  the  department  was  not  aware  that 

„  oQ  there  had  been  any  disregard  of  pru- 
'  '  denco  in  this  or  other  cases.  In 
reference  to  No.  (4),  Mr.  J.  Hunter  Brown, 
Chairman  of  the  Wairoa  County  Council,  Mr. 
Thomas  Carroll,  a  member  of  that  Council, 
and  the  Rev.  Tamihana  Huata,  Native  clergy- 
man of  the  district,  undertook  to  see  that  the 
potatoes  were  properly  distributed.  This  course 
was  adopted  on  his  (Mr.  Carroll's)  recommenda- 
tion, after  receiving  advice  from  the  district ; 
aad  the  distribution  of  the  potatoes  was  made 
as  follows:  Te  Whakaki,  10  sacks;  Korito,  10 
sacks ;  Ngamotu,  Kihitn,  and  Ahaka,  35  sacks; 
Whakaahurau  and  Pukepoto,  10  sacks ;  Teuhi 
and  Mangatutu,  20  sacks ;  Waihirore  Makea 
Kea,  15  sacks;  Tokialii,  Whakapau,  and  Pa- 
rara,  15  sacks ;  Buataniwha  and  Matiti,  15 
sacks;  Hikawai  and  Temira,  15  sacks;  Ba- 
moto,  Pakowhai,  and  tlangaruhe,  20  sacks ; 
Arimawha  and  Te  Waiau,  30  sacks  ;  Te  Paina, 
5  sacks ;  Nubaka  Natives,  2  sacks ;  Mohaka, 
2  sacks;  Te  Beinga,  2  sacks.  He  regretted 
this  question  had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper 
without  the  honourable  gentleman  first  making 
himself  thoroughly  sure  of  the  facts. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  —  I  am  sure  of  the 
grounds. 

Mr.  CARBOLL  said  he  had  wired  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  County  Council,  and  he  had 
received  a  reply  stating  that  there  was  no 
truth  in  the  allegations.  He  regretted  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  bad  done  the  more 
because  an  insinuation  had  been  cast  on  the 
character  of  those  who  wore  intrusted  with 
the  distribution  of  the  food. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  if  potatoes  were 
distributed  in  any  other  part  of  Hawke's  Bay. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  No,  but  food  had  been 
Bent  to  Natives  at  two  or  three  other  places. 

LYTTELTON  TUNNEL  AND  SUMNER 
ESTUABY. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  he  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  ascertaining  from 
the  Government  Civil  and  Marine  Engineers 
the  probable  cost  of  duplicating  the  line  of  rail- 
way through  the  Lyttelton  Tunnel,  and  obtain 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  opening 
the  Sumner  Estuary  and  of  the  formation  of  a 
ship-canal  from  such  estuary  to  Christchurch  ? 
There  had  been  considerable  agitation  at  Christ- 
church  and  in  the  surrounding  district  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  This  question  must  bo 
faced  shortly.  The  trade  of  Canterbury  had  so 
largely  increased  that  it  was  necessary  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  relieve  the  pressure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  to  provide  for  a  double 
line  of  railway  through  the  Lyttelton  Tunnel 
it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  widtii 
Captain  ButuU 


of  the  present  tunnel  by  8ft.,  which  would  in- 
volve a  considerable  enlargement  of  the  nhsAt  i 
section  of  the  tunnel ;  and,  as  the  traffic  on  the  i 
present  lino  would  have  to  be  kept  open  during 
the  progress  of  the  work  of  enlarging  the  tunnel, 
it  would  cost  as  much  as  an  entirely  new 
tunnel  for  a  single  line — probably,  from  £80,000 
to  £90,000.  An  approximate  estimate  of  the 
probable  cost  of  constructing  a  harbour  for 
large  ships  at  the  Sumner  Estuary  and  con- 
necting it  by  canal  with  the  City  of  Ciuist- 
ohurch  could  be  made  without  survey,  bat 
extensive, surveys  would  be  necessary  befon 
any  practical  scheme  of  the  works  could  be 
devised.  The  Oovernment  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived any  information  that  the  tunnel  was  not 
of  sufficient  capacity  for  the  traffic.  In  otbet 
places  if  the  goods-traffic  became  very  great 
they  generally  ran  trains  at  night.  So  far  the 
Government  had  not  received  any  InfonnatioD 
that  any  inconvenience  hod  been  caused  in  tiiis 
respect.  Inquiries  would  be  made.  For  his 
own  part,  ho  thought  it  was  tathet  too  soon  to 
think  of  a  canal. 

CHINESE,  ETC.,  POLL-TAX. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Premier,  WiU  the 
Government,  in  case  the  Undesirable  la- 
migrants  Bill  should  not  be  reached  thii 
session,  bring  in  a  short  Bill  raising  the  poll- 
tax  on  Chinese  and  other  Asiatics  to  the  sum 
of  at  least  £50  ?  It  would  generally  be  oon- 
oeded  that  this  question  was  one  of  very  gnn 
importance ;  and  as  this  would  be  the  onl^ 
opportunity  tho  House  would  have  of  dealing 
with  this  matter,  and  as  it  was  probable  % 
short  Bill  would  meet  with  the  general  sppio- 
bation  of  honourable  members,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  give  a  favourable  reply  to 
the  question. 

Mr.  WABD  said,  in  view  of  the  Bills  whick 
had  been  struck  ofi  the  Order  Paper  that  dty, 
honourable  members  would  see  that  it  mt 
unlikely  that  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
asked  could  be  done. 

WEST  HABBOUR. 

Mr.  MILLAB  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the  supplementaij 
estimates  to  pay  the  claim  of  the  West  Har- 
bour Borough  Council  for  land  taken  for  a 
railway?  He  had  been  asked  by  the  Vlest 
Harbour  Borough  Council  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper.  Last  session  when 
this  matter  came  before  the  House  it  wai 
favourably  recommended  to  the  Government 
It  scorned  that  a  sum  of  £10,000  which  ought 
to  have  been  paid  for  this  land  had  not  been 
paid.  While  m  Dunedin  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer promised  the  Council  that  a  sum  would 
be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  WABD  said  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  stated  was  quite  correct.  When  the 
estimates  were  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Cabinet  he  submitted  a  recommendation,  but, 
as  a  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Cabinet, 
the  recommendation  he  had  promised  to  make 
was  not  assented  to.  He  might  say  that  ha 
would  again  submit  the  matter  to  the  Cabinet 
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when  the  supplementary  estimatea  weie  under 
consideration. 

W.  WHITEROD. 

Mr.  WILSOK  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  li  he  will  make  inquiries  from  the  Bail- 
way  Commissioner!!  whether  they  have  received 
the  report  of  the  Railways  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  W.  Whiterod.  If  so,  do  they  pro- 
pose to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Commissioners  re- 
plied as  follows : — 

"  W.  Whiterod  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Hanawatu  Hallway  Company,  in  a  position 
fully  equal  to  the  one  recommended  by  the 
Railways  Committee  ;  but  the  Commissioners — 
irrespective  of  the  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion— are  of  opinion  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  re-employ  aim  in  the  Government  railway 
service,  as  by  so  doing  he  would  be  in  the  way 
of  the  promotion  of  the  younger  men  who  have 
gone  throagh  all  the  training  of  the  two  grades 
at  small  pay." 

NEW  ZEALAND  CROSS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  the 
Government,  during  the  recess,  take  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  providing  a  Civil 
Division  of  the  New  Zealand  Gross,  to  be 
awarded  for  acts  of  bravery  in  saving  lives  from 
fire,  shipwreck,  drowning,  &c.  ?  This  ques- 
tion was  brought  before  the  House  in  1891, 
when  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment sympathized  with  the  object  of  the 
question,  and  that  he  would  take  the  matter 
into  his  serious  consideration  during  the  recesss. 
Owing  to  Mr.  Ballance's  illness  and  death  the 
question  was  not  dealt  with.  At  the  present 
time  we  were  depending  on  Australia  for  such 
recognition  of  acts  of  bravery.  Surely  the  time 
had  arrived  when  this  colony  should  do  some- 
thing in  the  direction  suggested  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  had  his 
entire  sympathy,  and  ho  was  at  one  with  the 
honourable  member  in  thinking  that  the  time 
had  come  when  we  might  deal  with  matters  of 
this  kind  in  New  Zealand.  He  would  go  into 
the  matter  during  the  recess,  and  see  what 
could  be  done.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
detract  at  all  from  the  rewards  simply  because 
they  were  New  Zealand  rewards. 

AMALGAMATION  OP  BANK  OP  NEW 
ZEALAND  AND  COLONIAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer, — (1.)  Would  the  power  of  veto  pos- 
sessed by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  be  sufficient  to  prevent  an  amalgama- 
tion of  that  bank  with  the  Colonial  Bank  during 
the  recees  and  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment? ^2.)  Is  any  change  contemplated  in 
the  bankmg  arrangements  of  the  colony  by 
which  the  Colonial  Bank  will  receive  any  share 
of  the  Public  Account,  or  participate  in  any 
beneficial  interest  in  the  colony's  business  7 

Mr.  WARD,  in  reply  to  tiie  first  part  of 
the  question,  thought  the  President  could  stop 


anything  of  the  kind ;  but  the  honourable 
member  would  see  when  the  Bill  was  circulated 
that  afternoon  that  in  this  respect  the  whole 
matter  was  put  perfectly  clear.  Beyond  that, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  what 
that  power  would  be.  In  reply  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  he  might  say  that  no 
change  was  contemplated.  There  had  been 
no  representations  made  for  some  time.  The 
representations  made  were  made  before  the  last 
proposals  of  the  Government.  There  had  been 
nothing  since. 

ASSETS  COMPANY. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  Will  he,  during  the  recess,  consider 
the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  formulating  a 
scheme  to  lay  before  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment by  which  those  estates  belonging  to  the 
Assets  Company  which  are  suitable  for  settle- 
ment may  be  taken  over  by  the  Crown  on  the 
principles  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act? 
It  had  occurred  to  him  that  possibly  the  un- 
loading of  the  Assets  Company,  so  far  as  its 
land  was  concerned,  might  be  taken  advantage 
of  in  connection  with  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  desirability  of 
formulating  any  special  scheme  in  connection 
with  this  matter  had  not  yet  been  considered 
by  the  Government.  As  honourable  members 
were  aware,  the  Government  had  many  things 
to  attend  to  every  day,  and  this  was  a  question 
which  required  a  large  amount  of  considera- 
tion. However,  he  thought,  if  the  company 
offered  land  to  the  Government  in  the  same 
way  as  other  lands  were  offered,  and  if  the 
land  was  suitable  for  purposes  of  settlement, 
and  the  price  was  reasonable,  something  might 
be  done.  He  hoped  during  the  recess  to  see 
some  of  these  estates,  now  that  the  colony  was 
interested  in  them,  and  he  might  be  in  a  very 
much  better  position  next  year  to  tell  the 
House  whether  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
that  the  colony  should  take  over  some  of  these 
estates  for  settlement  purposes  or  not. 

CLOSURE. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  this  session  add  to  Standing 
Orders  of  this  House  the  closure  rules  in  use 
by  the  House  of  Commons?  He  thought  the 
closure  rules  in  force  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  be  exceedingly  useful  if  they  wore 
adopted  here.  The  House  of  Representatives 
bad  had  two  or  three  striking  object-lessons 
this  session  of  the  necessity  for  some  such  new 
rules. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  not  at  all  in  favour  of  the  . 
closure.  There  was  no  doubt  that  this  session 
some  legislation  which  was  wanted  by  the 
country  had  been  obstructed,  and  the  people 
had  thus  been  denied  legislation  which  they 
were  entitled  to,  owing  to  that  obstruction ;  but 
he  did  not  think,  himself,  that  it  required 
the  closure  to  deal  with  the  difficulty.  The  pre- 
sent Standing  Orders  allowed  every  member  to 
speak  forty  minutes  in  Committee  upon  every 
amendment,  in  periods  of  ten  minutes.    He 
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thought  the  time  so  allowed  Bhould  be  re- 
duced. Ho  would  prefer  that  that  should  be 
done  by  the  Standing  Orders,  rather  than  to 
give  the  power  to  any  Chairman,  or  even  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  itself,  of  preventing 
any  man  from  speaking. 

TOPHOUSE  TRAGEDY. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  awful  tragedy  which  has 
been  perpetrated  at  the  Tophouse  Telegraph- 
Ktation,  in  the  Nelson  District,  by  which  the 
late  telegraphist,  Mr.  W.  Wallia,  who  was 
only  promoted  to  the  position  some  five 
months  ago  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  his 
conduct  and  services  at  Cable  Bay  Station, 
fell  a  victim  to  a  foul  murderer  on  the  night  of 
Thursday,  the  4th  instant,  simply,  as  is  evident 
from  subsequent  disclosures,  to  prevent  him 
from  perforniiing  his  duty  by  conveying  to  town 
information  concerning  a  previous  terrible  mur- 
der which  had  been  committed  there  on  the 
same  night,  they  will  place  a  sum  upon  the 
sapplementary  estimates  as  some  poor  com- 
pensation to  his  unfortunate  widow  for  the 
sudden  and  terrible  loss  of  her  husband  under 
these  circumstances,  and  also  ask  this  House  to 
express  its  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Wallis  and  the 
young  woman.  Miss  Wylie,  who  was  with  her, 
upon  their  most  trying  experience  and  helpless 
condition  throughout  the  dreadful  time  referred 
to? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  lamentable  circum- 
stances surrounding  this  tragedy  had  received 
the  consideration  of  the  Government.  Of 
course,  Miss  Wylie,  who  was  referred  to,  was 
not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Postmaster 
at  Tophouse,  and,  much  as  one  regretted  the 
unfortunate  position  in  which  this  young 
woman  was  placed,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  see  that  the  sympathy  of  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  go  beyond  sympathy.  So  far  as 
Mrs.  Wallis  was  concerned,  instructions  had 
been  given  to  offer  her  the  position  of  Post- 
mistress in  some  part  of  the  colony,  at  a  salary 
of  £70  a  year.  If  she  did  not  accept  that  offer 
the  Government  would  recommend  that  the 
usual  allowance  should  be  paid  to  her  which 
was  paid  on  the  death  of  officers  in  the  service. 

PATEA  R.A.ILWAY  REFRESHMENT- 
ROOMS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
alcoholic  liquors  are  sold  at  the  Patea  Rail- 
way refreshment-rooms,  and,  if  so,  at  what 
hours  and  under  what  authority?  He  was 
informed  that  alcoholic  liquors  were  boing  sold 
at  these  rooms  at  all  hours,  not  merely  when 
trains  arrived  and  left  —  in  fact,  that  it  had 
simply  become  a  drinking-place.  If  this  was 
true  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  If  alco- 
holic liquors  were  to  be  sold  at  railway  refresh- 
ment-rooms, which  he  very  much  regretted,  they 
should  only  be  sold  when  passenger-trains  were 
arriving  or  leaving.  The  place  should  be  open 
only  during  certain  hours. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  refreshment-rooms  at  the  Patea  Rail- 
Hr,  SeddoH 


way-station  have  just  been  reopened  in  con- 
sequence of  a  demand  for  refreshment  accom- 
modation at  this  part  of  the  line.  The  idods 
have  been  let  to  the  31st  December,  1895,  and 
a  license  issued  by  the  Commissioners  in  tenof 
of  sections  88  and  84  of  'The  Government 
Railways  Act,  1887." " 

He  had  given,  he  thought,  his  views  on  Uu 
question  to  the  House  in  the  Licensing  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  this  was  not  an  answer 
to  the  question.  The  Commissioners  had  not 
fixed  any  hours,  hut  had  simply  given  an  open 
license.  Now  that  the  Act  was  repealed  th« 
license  would  lapse.  They  had  no  business  to 
give  a  license,  with  the  fact  known  to  them  th*( 
there  was  a  repealing  Bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  showed  the  wisdom 
of  bringing  the  lines  under  the  Government. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works, — (1.)  If  any  compensation  has 
been  paid  for  land  taken  for  railway  pntposet 
on  the  Rangatira-Mangaonobo  Section  of  the 
North  Island  Trunk  RaUway  ?  (2.)  Had  tbt 
Government  not  the  right  of  taking  the  Itod 
without  compensation  out  of  the  5  per  cent 
sot  aside  in  Native  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
roads  and  railways  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  as  follows: — 

"  This  refers,  apparently,  to  Mr.  Dalziell'l 
liuad.  A  claim  for  £3,348  was  received  from 
Mr.  Dalziell :  and  the  question  of  the  ti^t 
to  tcbke  the  land  without  payment  of  compen- 
sation was  referred  to  the  Law  Officers,  iri» 
advised  that,  although  the  Government  m 
entitled  to  take  5  per  cent,  of  the  area  granted 
without  paying  compensation,  there  was  no 
warrant  to  take  an  excessive  width  of  land,  at 
to  take  a  block  for  station  purposes,  withoit 
payment ;  an4,  further,  that  lUl  substantiil 
damage  must  be  paid  for.  The  line  runs  for 
more  than  four  miles  through  Ur.  Dalzidl'i 
land,  and  occupies  seventy-eight  acres,  and  iot 
a  considerable  distance  a  width  of  more  thti 
S  chains  is  taken.  An  area  of  eight  acres  ii 
also  taken  for  a  station.  The  awkward  mu- 
uer  in  which  the  railway  outs  through  tha 
property,  running  as  it  does  for  nearly  a  milo 
in  a  horseshoe  curve,  rendered  it  necessazy  to 
rearrange  a  number  of  paddocks ;  fences  hii 
to  be  moved  and  re-erected,  provision  mtit 
for  supplying  water  to  paddocks  cut  off  from 
water,  and  fresh  sheep-tracks,  with  bridgM 
over  gullies,  had  to  be  made  by  the  owner. 
The  cost  of  working  the  farm  has  also  been 
materially  increased.  Some  loss  accrued  to 
Mr.  Dalziell  also  through  the  sheep  being  dis- 
turbed by  the  railway-works  during  the  lamb- 
ing season.  After  a  good  deal  of  negotiation 
the  claim  was  settled  for  £800,  to  cover  every- 
thing. This  amount  included  also  payment  for 
an  additional  fifteen  acres  purchased  from  Ur. 
Dalziell." 

He  might  say  this  was  a  matter  that  bad 
given  a  considerable  amotmt  of  anxiety,  bat 
an  arrangement  ultimately  was  made  which  ho 
thought  was  a  very  fair  one  for  the  colony  &■» 
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a  just  one  for  Mr.  Dalziell.  In  this  matter  Mr. 
Dalziell  had  behaved  very  well.  Had  he  gone 
to  law  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  believed  the  Government 
would  probably  have  had  to  pay  more,  besides  a 
oonsiderable  amount  in  expenses. 

EEL-WEIRS  ON  WHANGAPE  LAKE. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  shape  of  eel-weirs  removed  from 
the  navigable  creek  flowing  from  the  Wba- 
ngape  Lake  into  the  Waikato  Biver,  so  as  to 
enable  the  steamers  now  running  on  the 
Waikato  Biver  to  carry  goods  for  the  settlers 
in  that  district  ?  Some  weeks  ago  he  had  for- 
warded a  letter  to  the  Premier  giving  full 
particulars  of  this  matter,  but  he  had  received 
no  reply.  The  settlers  were  very  anxious  to 
have  the  matter  arranged,  and  he  had  put  the 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  order  that  it 
might  be  settled  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  proposed  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  what  were  the  actual  legal 
rights  of  the  Maoris  to  eel-weirs  in  the  stream 
forming  the  outlet  to  Lake  Whangape.  In 
case  it  was  found  they  had  any  claim  to  this 
right,  then  arrangements  could  be  made  by 
whioh  the  entrance  to  steamers  into  the  lake 
would  be  facilitated. 

INTERNATIONAL  CABLE  CONPEB- 

ENCE. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, What  steps  he  has  taken  to  protect  the 
public  against  the  decisions  expected  to  be 
agreed  to  at  the  International  Cable  Confer- 
ence in  1896  to  enforce  the  use  of  the  official 
vocabulary  for  extra  -  European  telegrams? 
He  had  already  drawn  attention  to  this  question 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session.  Since  then 
a  communication  had  been  received  making  it 
certain  that  the  associations  proposed  to  en- 
force this  code  ou  the  colonies.  There  would 
Erobably  be  a  much  better  chance  of  the  thing 
eing  stopped  if  active  steps  were  taken  at 
once.  He  would  be  glad  to  learn  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  made  representations  to  prevent 
this  code  from  being  forced  on  the  colony. 

Mr.  WABD  might  say  that  strong  representa- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  Eastern  Exten- 
sion Telegraph  Company,  protesting  against 
this  code  being  enforced.  In  addition  to  that, 
the  next  representative  to  the  Intercolonial 
Cable  Conference  would  be  instructed  to  pro- 
test; and,  if  that  was  not  sufficient,  he  thought 
the  colonies  contributing  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  cables  should  seriously  consider 
whether  they  should  not  withdraw  from  the 
whole  thing.  Of  course  it  required  considera- 
tion whether  they  should  do  that  or  not,  but 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
introduction-  of  a  cable  code  such  as  the  com- 
pany was  desirous  of  pressing  upon  everybody 
was  not  right.  People  should  be  allowed 
to  use  their  own  codes.  It  seemed  to  him 
yrrong,  when  they  were  paying  the  companies 
to  carry  their  messages,  that  they  should  be 
told  by  the  company  what  cable  code  they 
■honld  nse.     The  Goveriunent  would  do  tJl 


they  could  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the 
cable  code;  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  that. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  coinr 
of  his  instructions  to  the  President  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  and  whether  it  is  his  intention 
to  insist  that  the  business  of  the  bank  will  be 
reduced  as  speedily  as  practicable  to  within 
such  volume  as  can  safely  be  conducted  on  the 
shareholders'  available  paid-up  capital ;  further, 
will  the  Treasurer  also  definitely  state  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  President's  appoint* 
ment?  He  recognised  that  the  colony  was 
associated  with  this  bank  for  the  future,  and  he 
had  refrained  from  taking  any  part  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  that  would  be  likely  to 
prove  disturbing.  If  the  bank  was  to  be  a  suc- 
cess under  its  new  management  the  less  it  was 
before  the  House  the  better.  It  could  not  be  a 
success  if  it  was  constantly  before  the  House. 
But  at  this  stage,  when  a  fresh  departure  had 
taken  place,  he  thought  they  should  have  an 
explanation  of  the  policy  of  the  Government  on 
the  matters  indicated  in  the  question.  If  a 
satisfactory  answer  was  given  to  this  question 
he  believed  the  matter  might  be  allowed  to  lie 
dormant  in  future.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
he  should  receive  an  explicit  statement  from 
the  Treasurer,  and  also  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
appointment.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  said 
that  the  latter  was  during  good  behaviour;  but 
that  was  exceedingly  vague,  and  his  subsequent 
remarks  had  not  conveyed  a  lucid  idea  of  what 
the  terms  really  were. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  perhaps  the  more  con- 
venient way  of  answering  the  question  would  be 
to  read  the  letter  of  appointment,  whioh  was  aa 
follows : — 

"  Wellington,  12th  October,  1894. 

"  SiB, — I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  hand  you 
herewith  a  warrant  of  appointment  under  the 
hand  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  wherein 
you  have  been  appointed  President  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  in  terms  of  section  12  of  '  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Share  Guarantee  Act, 
1894.'  The  appointment  dates  from  the  6th 
instant,  during  good  behaviour  and  efficiency, 
and  the  salary  is  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £2,250 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand. 

■*  You  will  understand  that,  as  the  appoint- 
ment has  been  made  entirely  in  connection 
with  the  colony's  guarantee  of  two  millions  to 
the  bank,  which  said  guarantee  ceases  at  the 
expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
issue  of  the  guaranteed  stock,  the  Government 
do  not  in  any  way  bind  themselves  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  appointment  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  the  before-mentioned  gua- 
rantee ;  and,  of  course,  your  appointment  will 
end  should  the  statutory  Board  of  Directors 
cease  to  exist.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me 
to  refer  to  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, your  duties  should  be.  Section  12  of  the 
Act  under  which  you  are  appointed  recites  that 
you  '  shall  have  and  shall  exercise  all  the  duties, 
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powers,  and  responsibilities  of  a  director,  and 
shall  also  have  the  potrer  of  veto.'  It  is  in 
connoction  with  this  power  of  veto  that  the 
Government  are  most  anxious  that  you  should 
use  the  utmost  discretion,  so  as  to  prevent  any 
interference  with  the  legitimate  business  of  the 
bank. 

"  I  also  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to 
section  15  of  the  Act,  which  provides  that  if, 
upon  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  confirmed  by 
yourself,  I  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  EifEairs 
of  the  bank  are  in  any  respect  being  improperly 
or  unsafely  conducted,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  directors  thereto.  As 
the  action  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  such 
case  must  of  necessity  be  guided  by  the  opinion 
and  advice  you  will  be  ctJled  upon  to  offer,  I 
need  hardly  state  that  your  first  duty  will  be 
to  see  that  the  interests  of  the  colony,  as  repre- 
sented by  their  guarantee  of  two  millions,  are 
always  safeguarded,  and  it  will  be  imperative 
upon  yourself  and  co-directors  to  manage  and 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  bank  so  that  on  the 
one  hand  the  best  interests  of  the  shareholders 
shall  be  preserved,  and  on  the  other  there  shall 
be  no  danger  of  the  State  makhig  any  loss  in 
respect  of  its  guarantee. 

"  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  appoint  a 
Becoiver,  as  provided  by  section  9  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Act,  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  will  cease  in  the  ordinary  course,  and 
your  office  as  President  of  the  Board  will  there- 
upon be  determined. — I  have,&c., 

"  J.  Q.  Wabd. 
"William  Watson,  Esq., 

"  Bank  of  Now  Zealand,  Wellington." 

That  was  the  letter  of  appointment,  and  it 
constituted  a  reply  to  the  first  portion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  question.  In  reply  to 
the  second  part,  as  to  whether  the  Oovemment 
would  not  interfere  with  the  administration  of 
the  bank  as  suggested, — whether  it  would  not 
insist  that  the  business  of  the  bank  be  reduced 
as  speedily  as  practicable  to  within  such  volume 
as  can  safely  be  conducted  on  the  shareholders' 
available  paid-up  capital, — that  was  a  point  on 
which  the  Government  would  not  dictate  to  or 
interfere  with  the  executive  administration  of 
the  bank ;  neither  did  he  think  it  was  right  or 
proper  that  they  should  do  so. 

RECAPTURING  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE,  for  Mr.  E.  M.  Smith, 
asked  the  Government,  If  there  is  any  system 
by  which  rewards  are  given  to  persons  who  re- 
capture prisoners  who  escape  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's gaols ;  and,  if  so,  will  they  grant  rewards 
to  Thomas  Partington  and  Thomas  Hargreaves, 
who   captured   the  prisoner  Wallath   in  New 
Plymouth  while   the   warders  were   firing   at 
him? 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  to  this  was,— 
"There  is  no  system  by  which  rewards  are 
given  to  persons  who  recapture  escaping  pri- 
soners, unless  they  are  specially  recommended 
for  a  reward  by  the  Judges,  Magistrates,  or 
Visiting  Justices.    In  the  case  of  the  escaping 
prisoner  Wallath  no  recommendation  for  re- 
wards was  made." 
Mr.  Ward 


4.0. 


DUNEDIN  CEMENT. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  said  a  question  h»d 
been  asked  some  time  ago  by  the  bonourablt 
member  for  Eden  about  the  quality  of  Ounedin 
cement,  that  of  the  Milbum  Ijime  and  Cement 
Works  having  been  rejected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  question  and  the  answer  given  bad 
very  seriously  affected  the  company.  After  the 
question  was  asked  it  was  agreed  by  the  de- 
partment and  the  company  that  the  cement 
should  be  submitted  to  a  test  by  an  expert  not 
connected  with  either  the  department  or  the 
company.  He  had  reason  to  believe  the  test 
had  been  made,  and  a  report  received  by  the 
department  a  fortnight  ago.  When  would  that 
report  be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  inquired  of  the 
department,  and  hod  received  a  reply  that  the 
report  of  the  expert  hod  been  received.  He 
hoped  to  be  able  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ibe 
following  day.  He  was  not  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  the  report  was  favourable  or  not,  but 


The  persons  naoned  must  have  had  a  very  nar- 
row escape.    He  would  make  inquiries  into  iL 

COMPENSATION  FOB  MILITABr  i 

SERVICE.  I 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Jnstioe,  j 
Seeing  that  many  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  this  House  this  session  by  claimants  for  com- 
pensation for  military  service,  and  that  these 
petitions  have  been  referred  to  the  Government 
for  consideration,  will  the  Government  inioim 
the  House  whether  they  have  considered  the 
claims,  and  whether  they,  or  any  of  them,  have 
been  sustained  as  deserving  of  compensation ; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  Government  make  provision 
for  satisfying  them  7 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  there  had  been  no 
time  for  the  consideration  of  the  varioai 
petitions  referred  to  the  Government  respect- 
ing this  matter.  Moreover,  as  he  had  said 
already,  there  was  no  power  to  deal  with  un- 
satisfied claims  without  legislation.  During 
the  recess  the  matter  would  be  carefully  gone 
into,  in  the  hope  that  a  decision  would  be  come 
to  next  session. 

HEMI  PAREARA. 
Sir  R.  STOUT,  for  Mr.  Heke,  asked  the 
Native  Minister,  Whether  the  Government  will 
give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Native  Afiain 
Committee  of  last  year  on  the  petition  of  Hemi 
Poreara  ?  He  might  say  that  the  report  recom- 
mended that  this  petition  should  be  inquired 
into,  he  thought,  by  Mr.  Fenton.  If  that  vu 
not  to  be  done  he  would  like  to  know  what  the 
Government  intended.  These  Native  matteis 
were  coming  up  continually  year  after  year,  snd 
he  thought  it  was  far  better  they  should  be 
dealt  with,  if  possible,  by  a  Magistrate.  There 
were  very  great  complaints  that  when  Com- 
mittees reported  nothing  came  of  it.  He  hoped 
this  would  be  inquired  into. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said,  after  looking 
into  it,  the  Government  had  decided 
not  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 
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he  thoaght  the  company  was  entitled  to  have 
it  made  public. 

WOODVILLE  CO-OPERATIVE  WORKS. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour,  If 
he  will  inquire  into  the  allegation  of  four 
gangs  of  co-operative  labourers  employed  at 
the  Woodville  end  of  the  Woodville-Eketa- 
huna  Railway,  under  Messrs.  Joyce,  EUery, 
Dumphy,  and  Wilka, — (1)  That  they  have  been 
set  to  work  on  sections  of  stumping  and  forma- 
tion without  being  informed  of  the  price  to  be 
given ;  (2)  that  they  have  been  paid  in  some  in- 
stances for  formation  only ;  (3)  that  no  plans 
knd  specifications  have  been  given  them  by 
which  to  carry  on  their  work  ?  (4.)  If  all  or  any 
of  those  allegations  are  correct,  will  the  Go- 
vernment see  that  in  the  future  these  matters 
shall  be  remedied  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiries  had  been  made, 
and  the  result  bad  not  yet  been  received. 
When  received  the  result  would  be  made 
known  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

"  NEW  ZEALAND  YEAR-BOOK." 
Mr.  SEDDON  laid  the  "  New  Zealand  Year- 
book, 1894,"  on  the  table.  He  said  this  book 
was  year  by  year  improving.  Although  a 
snperficial  observer  might  think  the  contents 
very  similar  to  those  of  the  book  for  1893, 
there  was  really  a  great  deal  of  new,  besides 
revised,  matter,  and  all  the  figures  were 
bronght  on  a  year.  Section  1  of  the  special 
articles,  which  exhibited  the  trend  of  the  re- 
cent legislation  under  the  heads  of  Land-laws, 
IiaboDT  Laws,  Co-operative  Public  Works,  State 
Farming,  Direct  and  Graduated  Taxation,  the 
Franchise,  Licensing,  et  cetera,  was  quite  new, 
and  those  subjects  were  made  to  take  preced- 
ence of  the  articles  on  the  resources  of  the 
colony.  He  thought  they  would  be  found  well 
timed.  In  Section  2,  Mr.  Sladden's  excellent 
article  on  frozen  meat  was  a  good  instance  of 
completely  new  matter  under  an  old  title.  A 
good  deal  of  what  was  fresh  had  been  intro- 
laced  into  the  statistical  report — remarks  on 
bijth-rate,  cancer,  wool-production,  cost  of 
living,  average  incomes  and  earnings  from 
wages,  banking  legislation,  et  cetera. 

SOUTHERN  BRIDGES :  PRIVILEGE. 

3fr.  G.  7.  SMITH  asked  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling 
on  what  he  considered  to  be  a  question  of 
privilege.  Some  little  time  ago  the  Railways 
Committee  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  a 
report  dealing  with  the  southern  bridges.  He 
understood  that  that  Committee  had  that  day, 
by  resolution,  decided  not  to  lay  on  the  table 
of  the  House  the  evidence  they  had  taken.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Committee  had 
power  to  do  that — to  retain  the  evidence  in  its 
own  possession,  and  retain  it  from  the  posses- 
sion of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  no  Committee  had 
power  to  keep  in  its  own  possession  papers  of 
the  kind  referred  to.  They  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  who  was  the 
oastodian  of  all  records  of  Select  Committees, 
•8  well  as  of  those  of  the  House. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  MoNAB  desired  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  in  consequence  of  the  on- 
satisfactory  answer  he  had  received  to  hia 
question  with  reference  to  the  Gore  Traffic- 
bridge.  Owing  to  the  advanced  period  of  the 
session  he  would  not  detain  the  House  at  any' 
great  length.  He  had  asked  the  Government 
three  questions  that  afternoon.  The  first 
was,  "  Whether  they  propose  to  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinions  expressed  by  Mr. 
Commissioner  Hawkins  regarding  the  Gore 
Traffic-bridge  and  give  eSect  to  his  recom- 
mendation ? "  He  might  mention  that  the 
circumstances  surrounding  this  question  were 
as  follow :  For  some  considerable  time  the 
people  of  Gore  had  made  every  effort  to  se- 
cure a  traffic -bridge  over  the  Mataura,  and 
last  year  the  sum  of  £1,000  was  placed  on  the 
estimates  to  be  grcoited  in  the  form  of  apound- 
for-pound  subsidy.  This  amount  was  not  ex- 
pended ;  and  towejxts  the  latter  portion  of  the 
year  action  was  taken  by  the  local  authorities 
there  in  order  to  saddle  the  different  bodies 
with  a  certain  proportion  of  the  cost,  as  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  the  Gore  Borough  Coun- 
cil alone  oovdd  bear  the  whole  cost  of  this 
bridge.  Proceedings  were  commenced  by  the 
Government  appointing  Mr.  Commissioner 
Hawkins  to  take  evidence  and  send  in  a 
report.  That  report  had  ndt  yet  been  made 
public ;  and  what  he  (Mr.  McNab)  wanted  to 
point  out  was  this :  that  under  section  14,  sub- 
section (4),  of  "  The  Public  Works  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1889,"  as  soon  as  the  report  was  in, 
the  section  stated,  "  It  shall  not  be  obligatory 
upon  the  Government  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  opinion  that  may  bo  expressed  by 
such  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  nor  to 
give  effect  to  any  recommendation  that  may 
be  contained  in  his  or  their  report."  Now, 
he  understood  that  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Commissioner  was  that  the  £1,000  should 
be  granted  by  the  Government,  or  he  expressed 
his  approval  of  the  grant  which  had  already 
been  passed,  and  indicated  his  opinion  that 
the  Gore  Borough  Council  and  the  Southland 
County  Council  ought  to  share  the  remainder 
of  the  cost  between  them.  Hence  he  (Mr. 
McNab)  asked  that  portion  of  the  question 
which  he  hod  just  quoted — namely,  whether 
the  Government  proposed  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  Commissioner's  opinion.  Now,  the 
answer  which  he  received  from  the  Minister, 
evidently  not  understanding  the  full  tenor  of 
his  question,  was  that,  as  soon  as  the  local 
authorities  were  prepared  to  find  their  portion 
of  the  money,  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  grant  their  share  of  it.  Now,  the  section  of 
the  Act  which  he  had  quoted  went  on  to  say, — 
"  If  no  objection  be  lodged  within  the  two 
months  aforesaid,  or  if,  although  an  objection 
he  lodged,  the  Governor  is  of  opinion  that  the 
work  should  he  done,  he  may,  if  he  think  fit, 
by  warrant  under  his  hand  publicly  notified 
and  gazetted,  authorise  any  local  authority  to 
execute  such  work,  and  may  declare  that  a  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  thereof,  to  be  mentioned  in 
such  warrant,  shall  be  borne  by  any  other  local 


Digitized  by 


Google 


910 


Adjounwient. 


[HODSE.] 


Adjournment. 


[Oct.  18 


authority  or  local  aabhorities,  and  such  propor- 
tion shall  be  paid  by  such  local  authority  or 
local  authorities  accordingly." 

The  result  of  that  section  was  that  until  the 
warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Governor  was 
issued  the  Gore  Borough  Council  could  not 
compel  the  other  local  authorities  to  contri- 
bute to  the  cost  of  erecting  the  bridge.  Hence 
he  asked  the  second  part  of  his  question — 
namely,  "  When  they  intend  to  authorise  the 
Qore  Borough  Council  to  execute  the  work,  in 
accordance  with  section  15,  subsection  (5),  of 
•  The  Public  Works  Act  Amendment  Act,  1889,' 
and  to  declare  that  a  proportion  of  the  cost 
shall  be  borne  by  the  other  parties  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  ?  " 
No  answer  had  been  given  to  that  question, 
and,  although  the  Gore  Borough  Council  in  this 
oase  had  a  favourable  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner as  the  result  of  his  investigation,  still, 
until  the  warrant  was  issued  under  the  hand 
of  the  Governor,  they  were  utterly  unable  to 
enforce  his  recommendation  or  judgment  upon 
the  other  local  authorities ;  and  the  answer 
they  had  received  to  the  question  did  not  bring 
this  difficulty  one  bit  nearer  to  a  termiaation. 
Then,  the  third  i>ar(  of  the  question,  which, 
from  the  local  authorities'  point  of  view,  was 
the  most  important  of  all,  was  "  Whether  they 
propose  to  contribute  the  £1,000  mentioned 
by  the  Commissioner ;  and,  if  so,  what  pro- 
vision is  being  made  to  supply  that  amount 
when  required  by  the  Qore  Borough  Council?" 
The  advance  of  £1,000  was  recommended  by 
the  Commissioner,  and  he  would  point  out  to 
honourable  members  that  in  last  year's  public- 
works  estimates  it  was  agreed  to  pay  a  pound- 
for-pound  subsidy  to  the  extent  of  £1,000. 
In  answer  to  that,  he  understood  the  Minister 
to  say  that  the  Government  would  carry  out 
the  promise.  The  question  was,  What  was 
the  promise?  They  bad  the  pound-for-pound 
subsidy  to  the  extent  of  £1,000  on  last  year's 
estimates,  and  he  presumed  that  the  fulfilment 
of  the  promise  would  be  the  reinstatement  of 
that  subsidy.  Now,  looking  at  the  public- 
works  estimates,  the  amount  did  not  appear 
there,  and  the  promise  could  hardly  have  been 
said  to  have  been  carried  out;  otherwise  the 
matter  would  have  been  brought  before  the 
Government  in  another  direction.  He  un- 
derstood that  one  member  of  the  Government 
actually  gave  a  promise  that  he  would  un- 
dertake that  the  sum  should  be  reinstated — 
namely,  a  subsidy  of  £1  for  every  £2  con- 
tributed by  the  local  bodies,  but  not  to  exceed 
£1,000  in  all.  This  promise  was  given  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  a  deputation  of  the  Gore 
Borough  Council  which  waited  on  him  in  Inver- 
cargill  in  February  last.  The  questions  which 
he  asked  were  not  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
giving  of  that  £1,000,  because  he  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  £1,000  wm  put  on  the  estimates, 
and  the  bodies  constructed  the  bridge,  they 
would  then  get  that  £1,000.  But  the  £1,000 
was  not  on  the  estimates,  and  the  position  of 
the  matter  was  such  that  until  the  Government 
took  some  action  in  regard  to  it  the  Gore 
Borough  Council  could  not  possibly  enforce 
Mr.  McNab 


the  contribution  of  the  remaining  £1,000  from 
the  Southland  County  Council.  He  would 
not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  but  he  had 
laid  before  it  the  facts  of  the  case  so  far  as  be 
was  aware  of  them,  and  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  better  iuhd  the  Minister  answered 
categorically  the  various  questions  asked  him. 
At  the  present  time,  the  Gore  Borough  Council 
was  absolutely  powerless,  and  the  answer* 
given  to  the  questions  did  not  advance  the  | 
position  of  the  local  authorities  in  the  slightest  I 
degree. 

Mr.  3.  McEENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  liad  no  doubt  gone  into  the  matter 
of  this  bridge  very  fully,  with  the  evident  idea 
that  he  was  the  only  one  who  knew  anything 
about  it ;  but  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  Government  knew  all  about  the 
matter.  They  were  quite  aware  that  this  war- 
rant would  have  to  be  issued  before  the  Gore 
Borough  Council  conld  force  the  other  bodies 
to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  their  shut 
of  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  bridge. 
But  they  had  heard  it  stated  in  the  House 
time  after  time  that  it  would  be  tyranny  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  force  any  loctt 
Board  to  do  anything  that  was  not  approved  d 
by  themselves.  What, would  it  mean  if  thif 
warrant  were  issued  and  the  Gore  Borough 
Council  were  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
able  to  call  upon  another  local  body  to  find  s 
large  sum  of  money — say,  £3,000?  It  might 
put  the  finances  of  that  local  body  in  a  vet; 
peculiar  position,  and  the  people  who  had  io 
find  the  funds  might  have  a  good  claim  against 
the  Government  for  issuing  the  warrant  for  one 
local  body  to  force  the  other  local  body  to  find 
such  a  very  large  sum  of  money.  This  report 
only  came  up  lately  from  the  Commissioner 
who  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  mattei, 
and  surely  before  being  called  upon  to  say  whe- 
ther they  would  take  any  action  in  the  matter 
they  might  claim  the  right  to  have  time  to 
consider  it,  and  to  communicate  with  the  local 
bodies  that  were  interested,  in  order  to  see  hoT 
far  it  would  involve  their  finances,  and  how 
far  they  were  prepared  to  go  towards  meeting 
the  request.  That  was  the  reason  why  the 
authority  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
spoken  of  had  not  been  issued,  and  he  was  sun 
honourable  members  would  agree  with  him  it 
was  a  wise  course  for  the  Government  to  pot- 
sue  not  to  issue  a  warrant  of  that  natoie, 
which  would  enforce  upon  the  local  authori- 
ties the  necessity  of  finding  money  which  ther 
might  not  be  prepared  to  find.  His  answer  wae 
this :  that  the  Government  would  carry  oat  the 
promise  as  regarded  the  £1,000,  and  would  pay 
that  amount  whenever  the  local  bodies  inter- 
ested were  in  a  position  to  find  the  balance 
of  the  money.  He  thought  that,  as  it  was  a 
matter  in  which  two  local  authorities  were  con- 
cerned, and  as  they  now  knew  what  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  was,  and  also  knew  the 
position  of  the  Government,  all  they  bad  to 
do  was  to  consider  among  themselves  the  best 
way  of  finding  the  money  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  the  bridge.  He  thought  all  that  the 
Government  had  to  do  was  to  find  the  money 
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'when  the  local  bodies  interested  were  able  to 
do  their  share  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  it  was  all  very  well 
for  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  stand  np  and  try 
to  find  some  ezonse  for  the  Oovemment  not 
placing  this  sum  on  the  estimates,  as  was 
promised  by  the  Colonial  Tretworer  to  the 
people  o{  Gore,  but  the  explanation  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  put  forward  was,  in 
fact,  nothing  more  than  drawing  a  red-herring 
across  the  scent.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
that.  He  thought  it  was  strangely  suggestive 
that  the  sum  of  £1,000,  as  promised  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  should  be  kept  ofi  the 
estimates,  considering  the  way  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  had  acted  towards  the 
Qovemment  during  the  present  session.  It 
was  much  on  a  par  with  the  manner  in  which 
they  treated  his  (Mr.  Kelly's)  constituents  in  a 
matter  with  reference  to  which  he  put  a  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper.  When  he  was  a 
loyal  supporter  of  the  Oovemment  he  was  in 
a  position  to  do  a  little  more  for  his  constitu- 
ents whom  he  represented.  It  was  strange  to 
see  that,  although  he  would  not  for  a  moment 
say  the  Government  had  done  it  on  purpose. 
Ee  was  not  accusing  the  Government  of  any- 
thing unfair,  because  they  were  nothing  if 
not  magnanimous.  It  was,  however,  a  strange 
coincidence  that  now,  for  the  first  time  in 
some  four  or  five  years,  this  had  happened, 
because  the  Atkinson  Government,  even  at  the 
time  the  district  was  represented  by  a  member 
of  the  Opposition,  had  granted  an  amount  to 
the  village  settlers  of  the  Seaward  Bush  dis- 
trict for  the  purpose  of  giving  access  to  their 
land.  It  was  a  strange  coincidence  that  this 
session,  when  he  had  been  compelled  to 
walk  into  the  lobby  against  the  Govcnmient 
very  often,  the  £200  vote  had  disappeared 
from  the  estimates.  He  was  sure  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  sympathized  with  him  very 
much ;  and  no  doubt  his  constituents,  the  vil- 
lage settlers,  when  they  came  to  understand 
the  position  of  afiairs,  would  be  very  thank- 
ful for  the  way  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
liberal  Government  now  in  power,  which  was 
prepared  to  punish  them  at  any  moment  when 
their  member  did  not  vote  straight  according 

4  80  ^  ''^°  Government's  ideas.  Talk  about 
'  party  government  after  that !  He 
had  never  once,  during  the  four  years  he  had 
been  in  the  House,  voted  with  the  honourable 
member  for  WaitsJci  on  the  Elective  Executive 
Bill,  but  he  would  ask  honourable  members  if 
the  Government  wore  not  taking  the  very 
best  steps  possible  to  compel  their  supporters 
to  walk  into  the  lobby  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki,  by  punishing  members 
for  not  voting  as  the  Government  considered 
right.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be 
allowed  to  characterize  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  contemptible.  At  any  rate,  he 
could  not  use  the  language  he  would  like  to 
use,  for  fear  of  breaking  the  rules  of  the  House. 
He  would  have  a  favourable  opportunity,  how- 
ever, in  a  few  weeks'  time,  when  addressing 
his  constituents.  He  would  he  able  to  show 
the  people  of  Southland  their  true  friends  at 


last.  He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  reason  of  this  £200  being  struck  oS  the 
estimates  this  year  was  simply  an  endeavour 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  make  him 
(Mr.  Kelly)  unpopular  in  his  district,  and  it 
was  in  order  to  put  the  electors  against  him. 
He  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  that  it  would  have  quite  the  opposite 
effect.  There  was  an  old  saying  that  curses, 
like  chickens,  came  home  to  roost,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  efiort  to  curse 
him  over  this  little  matter,  would  find  that  it 
would  recoil  upon  the  Government.  He  was 
glad  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  had 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  because 
it  would  result  in  showing  how  the  members 
from  Southland  who  had  occasionally  voted  a 
little  crooked  against  the  Government  that 
session  had  been  treated.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  had  voted  with  the  Go- 
vernment on  almost  every  division. 

An  Hon.  Membkb.  —  How  has  he  been 
treated  7 

Mr.  J^.  W.  KELLY  would  ask  honourable 
members  to  look  at  the  estimates  and  judge 
for  themselves.  He  thought,  if  this  was  the 
principle  upon  which  the  different  districts 
were  to  be  dealt  with,  the  sooner  our  political 
machine  was  reformed  the  better.  He  had 
very  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  He  hoped  in  a  few  weeks 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  letting  his  friends  the 
present  occupants  of  the  Government  benches 
know  in  very  plain  words  what  he  thought  of 
them. 

Mr.  BEEVES  did  not  forget  old  times  as 
quickly  as  the  honourable  member,  and,  in 
consequence,  was  not  likely  to  say  anything  of 
an  unpleasant  nature  in  reply  to  him.  He 
had,  however,  to  assure  the  House  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  entirely  under  a  de- 
lusion in  regard  to  this  £200.  He  could  assure 
the  House  positively  that  the  Government  had 
not  struck  this  sum  off  the  estimates  on  ac- 
count of  anything  that  either  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  or  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Invercargill  had  done. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  did  not  insinuate  it. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  other  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  insinuate  it  either ;  he  very 
plainly  stated  it.  It  was,  however,  absolutely 
incorrect.  No  doubt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man honestly  believed  what  he  said.  If  the 
public -works  estimates  were  looked  into  it 
would  be  found  that  honourable  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  against  the  Government  far 
oftener  than  his  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Invercargill  had  come  out  very  well. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— That  is  what  I  com- 
plain of. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
what  his  honourable  friend  was  angry  about 
was  that  the  Government  had  given  too  much 
to  its  enemies. 

Mr.  3.  W.  KELLY.— Then,  of  course,  yon 
punish  your  friends. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  of  course  the  Govern- 
ment did  theii  best  for  their  friends. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— You  have  not  done  it 
for  me. 

Mi.  BEBYES  said  they  did  the  best  they 
could  for  everybody.  They  did  their  best,  for 
instance,  for  the  honourable  member  for  Fatea 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  also 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  who 
vras  a  very  warm  friend  of  his  own.  They  all 
came  out  of  the  little  scramble  tolerably  well, 
and  that  was  simply  because  it  was  the  endea- 
vour of  the  Government  to  bo  just  to  all  dis- 
tricts, irrespective  of  what  their  representatives 
might  do  or  say  in  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  REEVES  could  quite  recognise  the  gush- 
ing gratitude  which  impelled  the  honourable 
mumber  for  Clutha  to  stand  up  to  vary  warmly 
indorse  what  he  had  said.  He  thanked  that 
honourable  member,  in  anticipation,  for  the 
grateful  thanks  he  was  about  to  give  to  the 
Government  for  the  even-handed  justice  with 
which  they  had  treated  his  district. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  had  to  complain  very 
bitterly  that  a  number  of  important  works  in 
his  district  had  not  been  attended  to  by  the  Go- 
vernment.    There  were  bridges,  post-offices 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
was  not  entitled  to  refer  to  them  if  they  were 
not  the  subject  of  any  of  the  questions  on  the 
Order  Paper,  or  of  the  Ministerial  answers  to 
snch  question. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  not  encroach  any 
further  in  that  direction,  beyond  saying  that, 
considering  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  they  had  fairly  attended  to  some 
of  the  requirements  especially  of  the  Catlin's 
district,  and  which  might  be  taken  as  a  reply 
to  some  who  had  opposed  him  there  on  the 
ground  that  because  he  was  in  opposition 
local  wants  would  be  ignored.  What,  how- 
ever, amused  him  was  the  complaint  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Invercargill ;  because 
if  there  was  any  district  in  the  colony  in  which 
there  had  been  expenditure  from  the  colonial 
funds  it  was  the  Southland  District  during  the 
last  few  years.  Look  at  the  railway  to  the  dis- 
mal swamp  called  the  Seaward  Bush. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— There  is  no  swamp 
there. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said,  well,  joking  apart, 
if  they  read  the  Public  Works  Statement  they 
would  find  that  this  railway  had  been  com- 
pleted to  the  Matanra  Swamp. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— That  is  not  in  the  Sea- 
ward Bush. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  railway  to  the 
Seaward  Bush  had  been  prosecuted  steadily 
from  year  to  year,-  and  when  honourable  mem- 
bers had  seen  the  votes  going  in  that  direction 
every  year  they  wondered  what  influence  In- 
vercargill had  with  the  Government  to  secure 
such  votes.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  came 
with  a  very  bad  grace  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  take  up  the  attitude  he  had 
done,  when  the  House  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  know  that  the  aid  which  the 
Govenmient  had  given  to  that  district  had 
hod  a  very  great  influence  on  his  return  to  the 
House.    Personally,  he  thought  the  Govern- 


ment had  shown  a  want  of  regard  for  the  dis- 
trict he  represented,  in  connection  with  Qm 
Kelso  and  Waipahi  Bridges.  These  were  ia- 
portant  works  that  had  not  been  attended  to, 
though  he  was  in  some  hope,  after  the  aToval 
of  friendship  which  the  Minister  of  Labour 
had  made  towards  him  that  afternoon,  that 
there  might  be  something  placed  on  the  snpple- 
mentary  estimates. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  intend  to  deal  irith 
the  local  grieviuioes  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Invercargill  or  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura,  further  than  to  say  that  it  was  hi) 
opinion  they  would  always  have  these  com- 
plaints if  they  went  on  dealing  with  bomnred 
money  as  they  had  been  doing.  Their  only 
chance  of  doing  away  with  these  complainti 
was,  he  believed,  to  have  an  elective  Executive, 
and  to  have  a  Public  Works  Committee,  who 
should  report  to  the  House,  so  that  each  item 
would  be  considered  entirely  on  its  meriti. 
They  could  not  then  have  these  constant  oom- 
plaints  and  heartburnings.  With  reference  to 
the  question  asked  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District  npon  the  cue 
of  Hemi  Pareara,  that  case  was  before  the 
Committee  last  year.  The  Committee  had  is. 
vestigated  it,  and  they  made  the  following 
report,  whioh  would  be  found  in  Parliamentai; 
Paper  I.-3,  page  8 : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Peti- 
tions Committee  is  of  opinioa  that  the  petitioil 
should  be  referred  to  the  Government,  with  the 
recommendation  that  Mr.  Clondon,  Resident 
Magistrate  of  the  district,  should  be  appoisied 
to  investigate  the  matter  referred  to,  with  s 
view  to  having  the  question  settled." 

Now,  it  appeared  that  the  Government  lad 
done  nothing,  and  no  wonder  the  Natives  com- 
plained. It  would  have  cost  the  Government 
nothing  if  they  had  asked  a  responsible  Uagit- 
trate  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  matter, 
and  then  the  Natives  would  have  been  satisfied. 
Recommendations  were  made  by  the  Nstrn 
Affairs  Committee  year  after  year,  on  petitions 
and  complaints  mode  by  the  Natives,  at  great 
expense,  and  when  they  got  the  Committee  to 
recommend  in  their  favour  they  could  get  no 
relief.  Here  was  a  case  where  the  Government 
could  have  carried  oat  the  recommendation  d 
the  Committee  without  any  cost  to  the  colonj, 
and  the  least  the  Government  could  have  don« 
was  to  have  made  inquiries.  The  complaint 
was  that  certain  lands  had  been  taken  from 
the  Natives  in  a  wrongful  manner  by  Euro- 
peans, and  he  thought  it  was  a  great  pity  their 
petition  had  not  been  attended  to.  This  was 
only  a  sample  of  others,  and  he  thought  the 
Native  Department  ought  to  attend  to  cases  of 
this  sort. 

Mr.  COLLINS  wished  to  refer  very  briefly  to 
the  reply  given  to  his  question  in  regard  t» 
the  poll-tax  on  Chinese.  He  had  from  time  t» 
time  during  the  session  endeavoured  to  fore* 
this  matter  on  the  notice  of  Ministers  and  th» 
House,  and  if  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
had  not  already  been  moved  by  the  boooDiable 
member  for  Mataura  he  should  have  moved  it 
himself.    He  would  not  have  done  so  had  not 
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this  matter  been  one  of  national  importance, 
and  he  thought  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
allow  the  session  to  pass  by  without  endeavour- 
ing to  deal  with  it.    There  was  a  great  stream 
of  human  beings  flowing  from  Ctiina  to  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  it  was  a  well-known  fact 
that  a  stream  of  human  beings  would,  like  a 
stream  of  any  other  description,  flow  in  the 
direction  of  least  resistance  or  of  greatest  at- 
traction, and  naturally  the  Chinese  would  con- 
tinue to  flow  in  the  direction  of  this  colony  when 
it  offered  such  attractions  as  it  did ;  and  anless 
the  House  did  something  speedily  they  would 
find  that  within  a  very  short  space  of  time  it 
-wonld  become  a  very  large  and  difficult  ques- 
tion to  grapple  with.     He  would  ask  honourable 
members  to  fairly  endeavour  to  face  this  ques- 
tion.   Was  it  not  fair  to  ask  the  Qovemment 
to  promise  to  at  least  make  some  endeavour 
to  deal  with  this  real  evil — an  evil  which  the 
workers  had  bad  to  put  up  with  in  every  direc- 
tion ?    There  was  scarcely  any  important  in- 
dustry which  was  not  overcrowded  by  these  un- 
desirable people.    He  would  be  the  last  person 
in  the  House   to   say  anything  derogatory  of 
any  people,  but  he  felt  that  the  olass  of  Chinese 
that  were  coming  into  the  colony  were  not  a 
desirable  class.     Latterly  a  large  number  of 
half-castes,  owing  to  the  intermarrying  of  the 
women  of  this  country  with  the  Chinese  who 
had  come  to  the  colony,  might  be  seen  in  all 
our  large   cities,  and  many  of  the   industries 
of    the  colony   were  being   menaced.      These 
people  were  now  competing  with  our  miners  in 
the  gold-mining  districts,  with  our  gardeners, 
and  even  with  our  laundrywomen ;    and  in  a 
city  like  Wellington  they  were  absolutely  ruin- 
ing the  storekeeping  business,  so  that  it  was 
absolutely   impossible    for  people   engaged  in 
this  class  of  business  to  earn  a  decent  living 
owing  to  the  competition   of  these  Chinese. 
7hese  people  had  no  interest  in  our  affairs  or 
in  our  national  business,  and  were  never  likely 
to  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  constituen- 
cies of  the  country.     They  took  tho  bread  from 
the  families  of  the  unemployed  artisan  and  from 
the  widow  of  the  deceased  artisan.     He  did  not 
know  whether  he  would  be  in  order  in  refer- 
ring to  a  previous  question,   but,   if  so,  he 
might  say  that  the  Minister  of  Labour  had 
stated  that  the  number  of  arrivals  just  about 
balanced  the  number  of  departures,  and  there- 
fore these  people  were  not  increasing   in  the 
colony.    But  that  showed  that  they  kept  up 
their  numbers.    They  gathered  together  a  sum 
of  money  here,  and  then  returned  to  China,  and 
other  poor  Chinese  came  to  take  their  places. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  China  was  levying  an  an- 
nual tax  on  New  Zealand,  and  large  sums  of 
money  were  constantly  flowing  from  this  country 
to  China.    The  Chinese  gave  us  absolutely  no- 
thing by  way  of  return.     They  did  not  assist  us 
in  maintaining  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  or  in 
opening  up  the  resources  of  the  country.    They 
(imply  bled  us.    He  knew  that  some  landlords 
in  some  parts  of  New  Zealand  were  glad  to 
have  Chinamen  as  tenants,  because  they  paid 
high  rents ;  but  that  was  simply  because  they 
were  willing  to  live   under  conditions  under 
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which  Englishmen  would  not  live.  A  dozen 
or  twenty  men  were  often  herded  together 
in  one  small  place.  While  we  were  talking 
about  the  loss  of  trade,  and  of  the  hardships 
which  our  own  people  had  to  contend  with,  and 
as  to  the  "  unemployed  "  difficulty,  here  was  a 
very  great  evil,  and  one  which  should  be  dealt 
with  without  delay.  If  the  Government  desired 
to  deal  with  the  question  they  would  find  the 
House  willing  and  ready  to  support  them.  If 
the  Government  wished  to  stop  the  influx  of 
Chinese  they  could  bring  down  a  Bill  of  one  or 
two  clauses,  and  he  was  absolately  certain 
both  Houses  would  readily  pass  such  a  measure 
into  law.  He  thought  he  hod  a  right  to  com- 
plain that  in  this  matter  the  Ministry  had  not 
dealt  with  the  House  so  candidly  and  straight- 
forwardly as  they  should  have  done. 

Mr.  FIRANI  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  the  reply  of  the  Minister  of  Lands 
to  his  question  about  the  "  thirds  "  payabis 
on  the  lands  held  by  the  Wanganui  Harbour 
Board.  If  honourable  members  would  look  at 
the  Act  under  which  this  endowment  was  given 
to  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Board  they  would 
see  that  clause  4  read  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Waste  Lands  Board  may  from  time  to 
time  sell  or  otherwise  deal  with  and  dispose  nf 
such  lands  in  like  manner  as  other  waste  lands 
within  the  district  may  be  sold,  dealt  with,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of,  and  the  Beceiver  of 
Land  Revenue  shall,  aJEter  deducting  the  costs 
of  survey  of  such  land,  pay  the  same  into  the 
Harbour  Fund." 

Honourable  members  would  see  that  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  pay  the  proceeds 
of  these  sales  of  land  into  the  Harbour  Board 
Fund.  The  only  power  given  was  to  pay  the 
costs  of  survey  over  to  the  Board.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  was  a  mistake  in  the  Act. 
The  point  the  local  body  made  was  this : 
As  the  land  had  to  be  sold  in  the  same  way 
OS  other  Crown  lands,  it  therefore  must  be 
sold  under  the  system  by  which  "  thirds  " 
were  payable  to  the  local  bodies  upon  deferred- 
payment  land.  That  system  had  not  been 
carried  out  in  connection  with  these  lauds. 
The  local  bodies  of  the  districts  had  been  de- 
prived of  something  like  £2,000  in  "  thirds  "  on 
this  land,  and  had  to  make  many  of  the  roads 
in  connection  with  it.  He  thought,  had  the 
Minister  given  this  question  the  considera- 
tion it  deserved,  had  the  Government  made 
inquiry  into  the  matter  with  the  Crown  Law 
Officers  and  examined  the  Act,  they  would 
never  have  said  that  the  Act  authorised  the 
whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  land  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  Harbour  Board.  Then,  he 
desired  to  say  something  in  reference  to  the 
loading  of  Ss.  per  acre  upon  lands  sold  under 
the  lease-in-perpetuity  system.  Under  the  or- 
dinary system  of  selling  Crown  lands,  "  thirds  " 
were  payable  to  the  local  bodies  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years;  but  under  the  system  under 
which  these  lease-in-perpetuity  lands  were 
being  sold  there  was  a  loading  of  5s.  and 
78.  6d.  per  acre  put  on  the  land,  and  the  selec- 
tors had  to  pay  4  per  cent,  interest  on  those 
lands  for  999  years,  The  difference  in  the  treat- 
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ment  of  these  tiro  olassea  of  tenants  was 
enormous.  He  was  very  much  surprised  that 
some  measure  had  not  been  devised  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  give  relief  to  the  settlers 
who  had  to  pay  for  the  longer  period.  He  was 
surprised  that  the  Minister,  seeing  the  injustice 
which  was  being  perpetrated,  had  not  brought 
down  legislation  to  relieve  these  settlers,  and  to 
limit  the  period  under  which  interest  on  the 
loading  on  lease-in-perpetuity  lands  should  be 
paid. 

Mr.  a.  W.  BUSSELL  desired  to  express  his 
disappointment  at  the  answer  given  to  nis  ques- 
tion regarding  the  revision  of  the  tariS.  The 
matter  of  the  revision  of  the  tariff  had  now 
been  for  years  before  the  House  and  the 
country,  and  it  was  to  a  large  extent  upon  the 
promise  that  the  tariff  should  be  revised  during 
the  present  session  that  Canterbury  had  re- 
turned so  many  members  to  support  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Daring  the  whole  session, 
throughout  Camterbory,  and  particolarly  in 
Christohurch  and  its  suburbs,  extreme  disap- 
pointment had  been  felt  on  account  of  the 
apparent  inaction  of  the  Oovernment  in  this 
matter.  It  was  quite  true  that  a  Committee 
was  set  up  about  the  middle  of  the  session  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  and  collating  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  this  matter,  but  the  result 
of  that  Committee  bad  been,  of  course,  abso- 
lutely nil.  He  did  think,  on  the  strength  of 
the  information  obtained  by  that  Committee, 
that  the  Qoveriunent  would  have  been  able  to 
give  a  more  definite  assurance  that  early  next 
ffssion  they  would  bring  down  proposals  for 
the  revision  of  the  tariff,  in  the  interests  of 
local  industries.  That  was  the  direction  in 
which,  he  thought,  the  tariff  should  be  revised. 
He  did  not  ask  for  a  revision  in  the  way  of 
abolishing  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life, 
because,  however  desirable  that  might  be 
theoretically,  they  understood  that  practically 
it  was  imposssible.  What  was  desired  was  that 
the  anomalies  which  now  existed  in  connection 
with  the  tariff  should  be  removed.  A  revision 
was  required  especially  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating,  promoting,  and  encouraging  the 
industries  of  the  colony.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  during  the  last  month  or  two  a  very 
large  number  of  the  skilled  workers  of  the 
colony  had  been  compelled  to  leave.  That  un- 
fortunate result  had  been  brought  about  be- 
cause we  were  importing  boots,  clothing,  and 
other  goods  to  the  value  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds,  which  could  be  made  in  the 
colony  out  of  our  own  raw  material.  Until  we 
realised  the  importance  of  adjusting  the  tariff, 
so  that  it  would  not  bear  unduly  upon  the  con- 
sumers, but  so  tliat  it  should  be  used  as  a 
means  of  assisting  the  industries  of  the  colony, 
we  should  have  from  time  to  time,  during 
periods  of  depression,  numbers  of  departures  of 
our  skilled  people  who  were  unable  to  obtain 
work.  Therefore  he  sincerely  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  this  matter  fully  into 
their  consideration  during  the  recess ;  and 
he  would  warn  them — and  he  was  not  speak- 
ing without  some  consideration — that,  if  next 
session  they  were  not  prepared  to  deal  with 
Mr.  Pirani 


this  question  of  the  tariff  in  the  interests  o( 
the  local  industries  of  the  colony,  they  would 
probably  bo  met  with  a  danger  the  strength  of 
which  they  would  only  appreciate  when  it  canu 
upon  them.  The  country  looked  to  the  Libenl 
party  to  so  adjust  the  duties  on  the  articles  bs 
bad  referred  to  that  such  adjustment  wonid 
help  the  private  employment  of  the  people. 
There  was  one  other  matter  which  he  wishai 
to  refer  to,  and  that  was  as  to  the  inspection  of 
railway  and  the  bridges  in  connection  with 
the  railways.  He  referred  more  particnladj 
to  the  second  part  of  his  qnestion.  So  far  w 
the  first  olause  was  oonoerned,  the  Qovemmeat 
had  given  an  assurance  in  the  Public  WodB 
Statement  that  they  would  have 


tion  and  inspection  made  of  the  plant,  par- 
manent-way,  and  bridges  of  our  railways  betote 
they  took  over  the  control  of  the  lines.  Witk 
that  he  entirely  agreed.  But  he  thought  alio 
that  they  should  appoint  an  Inspector  for  eaeli 
Island,  who  should  m  independent  al  together  ol 
local  control — that  was  to  say,  not  connected 
in  any  way  with  the  local  officers.  He  should 
be  an  ofiioer  from  the  central  department,  aod 
it  should  be  his  duty  to  inspect  all  the  bridgei, 
and  he  should  be  thoroughly  independent  of  tli* 
local  officers.  There  was  no  doubt  that  ai  Um 
age  of  our  bridges  increased  there  would  be  t& 
increasing  expenditure  in  connection  with  theii 
maintenance.  As  the  age  of  the  bridges  in- 
creased it  would  become  necessary  that  \ia 
supervision  should  be  more  and  more  complete. 
He  trusted  that  it  would  be  regarded  asadat/ 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  the  vaj 
best  form  of  supervision  should  be  provided. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wanted  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity, as  it  would  probably  be  the  last  one,  of 
referring  to  the  question  of  the  old  soldien' 
claims,  because  ue  thought  these  men  hid 
been  exceedingly  unfairly  treated.  Last  us- 
sion,  honoui-able  gentlemen  would  remembsi, 
about  twenty-seven  members  met  the  Premier, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  promised  tktt 
Mr.  Cadmiui  should  be  appointed  as  a  Mioistei 
to  inquire  into  these  claims.  After  bis  elee- 
tion  Mr.  Cadman  was  appointed,  and  an  officer 
was  selected  to  look  into  and  to  schedule  tlie 
claims,  indicating  the  good  and  bad  claim- 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session  he  (Dr.  New- 
man) asked.  In  relation  to  the  matter, — and  thit 
question  had  been  repeated  from  time  to  time, 
— whether  the  Government  were  going  to  n- 
deem  their  pledge.  The  honourable  gentlemia 
at  last  had  put  on  the  table  a  schedule  of  til 
the  claims,  but  nothing  further  had  been  done. 
The  House  had  not  been  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the  matter.  He 
thought  the  treatment  of  the  claimants  bid 
been  most  unfair.  They  had  already  been  put 
off  for  a  considerable  time,  and  there  was 
no  certainty  that  the  matter  would  be  deslt 
with  even  next  session.  It  looked  as  if  thii 
delay  would  go  on  year  after  year  till  the 
claimants  were  all  dead.  The  total  number 
of  claims  amounted  to  1,899 ;  but  an  enormons 
number  of  the  claims  must  be  weeded  oat,  be- 
cause numbers  of  the  men  were  discharged 
with  bad  records,  and  there  were  several  de- 
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sertera.  One  man  applied  because  he 
had  been  cook  on  board  one  of  the 
coastal  steamers  which  conveyed  the  people  to 
tiie  seat  of  war,  and  there  were  a  number  of 
other  sham  and  bogus  claims  ;  but  if  all  these 
were  taken  out  there  would  still  remain,  at  the 
outside,  four  or  five  hundred  justifiable  claims 
made  on  definite  grounds.  They  had  in  the 
past  given  grants  of  land  and  grants  of  money 
to  the  old  soldiers ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
most  discreditable  thing  in  every  way  to  the 
Ministry  that  they  should  again  shunt  this 
question  indefinitely  and  dismiss  it;  and  it  was 
all  the  more  so  because  it  was  promised  that 
■omething  would  be  done.  He  thought  the 
Hsts  would  show  that  there  wore  something  like 
two  or  three  hundred  deserving  cases  that 
were  simply  barred  by  teohnioal  reasons.  Take 
(he  case  of  a  man  whose  petition  he  had  pre- 
sented, and  who  had  since  died — Gerald  Fitz- 
maurice.  This  man  was  in  the  war.  He 
fought  in  all  the  branches  of  the  service ;  and 
his  claim  was  barred  because  he  could  not 
prove  that  he  had  completed  service  with 
Colonel  Nixon's  Force.  The  fact  was  that  a 
certain  number  of  Volunteers  bad  been  asked 
ior,  and  this  man  had  been  picked  among  the 
number  out  of  the  ranks ;  and  because  he  had 

fone  on  special  service,  and  had  left  Colonel 
lixon's  Force  in  that  way,  his  claim  was 
barred,  because  the  books  had  been  imperfectly 
kept.  He  had  been  actually  paid  for  the  time 
he  was  on  that  speciaJ  service,  and  yet  it  had 
been  suggested  that  he  might  have  been  a 
deserter;  and  he  hod  no  redress,  nor  had  his 
^dow.  Then,  take  such  a  claim  as  this :  The 
man  had  fought  at  Gate  Pa,  at  Rangiriri,  at 
Heremere,  and  through  the  whole  campaign. 
He  had  got  the  medal,  and  several  distinctions, 
and  "  Very  good  "  on  all  his  discharges  except 
the  last,  which  was  *' Fair; "  and  yet  his  claim 
'was  barred  after  twenty-five  years.  He  had 
assured  these  men  that  the  Ministry  would  do 
what  was  just  and  right  to  them,  and  now  he 
should  have  to  tell  them  that  the  Ministry  had 
no  sympathy  with  these  claims,  and  declined 
to  do  anything  with  them. 

Mr.  OBOWTHEH  said  it  must  now  be  ap- 
jHurent  beyond  all  doubt  that  our  railways 
would  never  be  a  success  and  that  the  bridges 
would  never  be  safe  until  the  honourable  mem- 
bar  for  Biccarton  was  appointed  Inspector. 
The  honourable  member  had  been  set  up  to 
explain  what  the  findings  of  the  Railway  Com- 
mittee were.  The  findings  of  the  Railway 
Oommittee  bad  been  furnished  to  the  House, 
and  bad  been  discussed  and  accepted  by  the 
House  several  days  ago ;  and  what  had  been 
'done  since  had  been  nothing  more  or  less  than 
that  the  Committee  had  agreed  among  them- 
selves, by  eight  to  three,  that  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony  it  was  not  advisable  that  the 
remainder  of  the  evidence  should  be  published 
to  the  world.  That  wa«  all  they  had  done. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman's  disposition 
vras  very  inquisitorial,  and  it  had  got  to  this: 
that  not  only  all  the  railways,  but  every  bank 
in  (be  colony,  had  to  relate  to  this  inquisi- 
torial member  what  their  private  business  was, 


what  relations  they  bad  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  whether  the  Government  were  going 
to  allow  any  business  to  be  done  except  under 
the  supervision  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
during  the  recess.  He  was  quite  surprised  that 
the  usual  common-sense  and  good  judgment  of 
honourable  members  did  not  enable  them  to 
see  that  they  could  not  get  the  information 
asked  for  in  their  questions  that  afternoon, 
and  that  the  Government  could  not  relate  the 
knowledge  they  had  on  those  questions.  Surely 
private  institntions  that  were  doing  business  in 
connection  with  a  colony  like  this  were  not  to 
have  their  affairs  dragged  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  through  questions  such  as  bad  been 
asked.  He  thought  they  were  having  a  picnic 
or  something  of  the  sort,  but  it  was  not  in- 
teresting to  the  country,  and  vras  simply  wast- 
ing time. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  sorry  he  bad  not  been 
present  to  ask  the  question  which  had  been 
asked  for  him  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
BuUer.  Had  he  been  he  would  have  explained 
the  reason  why  it  bod  been  asked.  The  men 
had  applied  to  the  Prisons  Department  for  the 
reward ;  and  the  reply  from  Colonel  Hume,  the 
head  of  the  department,  was  that,  as  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  or  Judge  who  tried  the  case,  or 
Gaoler  hod  recommended  any  reward,  he  could 
not  see  his  way  to  recommend  the  Minister  to 
pay  a  reward.  Well,  he  looked  upon  that  as 
an  evasion  of  the  question.  The  prisoner  bod 
escaped  from  gaol,  was  being  fired  at  by  the 
warders,  and  these  men  rushed  in,  captured 
the  man,  and  handed  him  over  to  the  prison 
authorities;  and  their  services  ought  to  be 
recognised.  If  this  man  had  got  at  large, 
from  the  terror  he  had  caused  in  the  district 
to  women  and  children  when  be  was  foolishly 
playing  the  part  of  a  highwayman,  the  Go- 
vernment would  probably  have  had  to  expend  a 
good  deal  of  money  to  capture  him ;  and  ha  (Mr. 
Smith)  only  asked  that  these  men  should  get 
the  reward  that  was  usually  given — some  £5 — 
which  was  only  a  very  small  sum.  If  it  went 
forth  to  the  colony  that  men  were  to  get  no 
reward  for  such  services,  they  would  be  very 
foolish  to  risk  their  lives  in  capturing  prisoners. 
That  was  the  object  of  his  question.  Ha  was 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  referring  to  the 
question  of  old  soldiers'  claims,  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Sub- 
urbs. He  had  himself  asked  the  Minister  when 
he  wtks  going  to  pay  the  claims  of  the  old 
soldiers  who  resided  in  Wellington,  and  the 
reply  was  that  there  was  no  Act  of  Parliament 
whereby  bo  could  satisfy  those  claims.  As  a 
member  of  that  House  he  had  taken,  in  com- 
mon with  other  members,  an  active  interest  in 
endeavourving  to  wipe  off  these  claims.  He 
knew  there  was  a  large  number  of  bogus  claims, 
but  he  also  knew  there  were  many  borA  fide 
claims.  He  had  not  been  connected  with  the 
Forces  in  New  Zealand  during  the  war,  nor 
had  he  occupied  the  important  position  of 
Armourer  and  Inspector  of  Small  Arms  in 
Her  Majesty's  forces,  and  in  the  colonial 
forces,  without  knowing  many  of  those  men 
individually,  and  tbo  engagements  they  bad 
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taken  part  in,  and  in  many  instances  the 
noble  deeds  they  had  done,  and  their  many 
acts  of  bravery.  The  men  whose  claims  Had 
been  investigated,  and  who  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Commissioner  as  having  com- 
plied with  the  la,w,  were  entitled  to  the  land- 
grants,  in  terms  of  the  Act  that  had  been  passed 
a  year  or  two  ago.  These  claims  were  undis- 
puted, and  it  was  an  injustice  that  they  had 
not  got  their  grants.  He  Icnew  one  man  who 
had  been  in  the  Imperial  and  ColoniaJ  forces 
for  upwards  of  forty  years.  He  was  now 
almost  blind,  and  ahnost  penniless :  and  he 
had  this  claim  against  the  colony,  and  yet  had 
to  wait  another  year.  Was  that  the  way  to 
deal  with  such  claims?  There  were  some  of 
these  claims  that  wanted  closely  looking  into, 
and  the  Government  had  done  well  to  appoint 
an  officer  to  go  into  them.  As  it  was  now  too 
late  in  the  session  to  introduce  a  Bill,  he  would 
say  he  hoped  the  Qovernment  would  next 
session  bring  in  a  measure  that  would  wipe  oS 
these  claims  once  and  for  ever.  He  would  say 
nothing  further  at  that  late  period  of  the 
session,  but  he  thought  he  should  fail  in  his 
duty  if  he  did  not  express  the  indignation  he 
felt  respecting  the  delay  that  had  taken  place 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  said  he  fully  indorsed 
every  word  that  had  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
respecting  old  soldiers'  claims.  No  doubt 
there  was  a  good  reason  for  the  delay.  They 
would  probably  be  told  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  illness  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  that  the 
matter  had  not  been  gone  into ;  but,  al)  the 
same  time,  the  delay  was  a  great  grievance 
with  many  people  in  the  colony,  and  the  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  attended  to.  He  also  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  question  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames,  as  to 
the  indignation  felt  by  the  Auckland  and 
Thames  people  at  the  neglect  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  not  making  sufficient  provision  for 
aiding  the  mining  industry.  He  would  supple- 
ment that  by  asking  if  they  were  aware  of  the 
indignation  caused  in  every  mining  district 
of  the  colony  by  the  way  in  which  the  mining 
industry  had  been  treated  during  the  session. 
Of  all  the  interests  in  the  colony  the  mining 
industry  had  received  the  worst  treatment.  In 
the  Financial  Statement  there  was  an  elabo- 
rate paragraph  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  say- 
ing, "In  order  to  encourage  the  development 
of  the  mining  industry,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  further  aid  should  be  given  towards  in- 
ducing miners  to  settle  on  the  land."  That 
went  in  the  right  direction ;  Euid  he  might  say 
that  during  the  recess  he  had  introduced 
several  deputations  to  the  Premier,  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  to  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  and  each  and  every  one  of  them  had 
told  the  deputations  that  they  were  going  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  this  session  to  provide  for  giving 
permanent  land-tenures  in  mining  districts.  A 
Bill  had  been  brought  in  and  read  a  second 
time  six  or  seven  weeks  ago,  but  it  had  never 
appeared  on  the  Order  Paper  from  that  day  to 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


the  present  time ;  and  it  was  not  amongst  the 
Bills  that  had  been  ordered  to  be  struck  oS 
the  Paper.  With  reference  to  the  indignatioa 
of  the  people  at  the  Thames,  so  far  as  he 
could  judge  from  the  estimates  they  wars 
not  at  all  badly  treated.  He  supposed  the 
population  of  the  Thames  only  represented 
about  one-tenth  of  the  total  population  oi 
the  goldfields  districts  ;  yet  he  found  that,  for 
deep-sinking,  out  of  a  £10,000  vote  for  tha 
colony,  the  Thames  got  £4,000 ;  the  West  Cout 
— where  75  per  cent,  of  the  gold  of  the  eolonj 
was  got — wag  to  receive  £4,000 ;  and  the  other 
£2,000  went  to  Otago.  They  had  room  for 
indignation  on  the  West  Coast,  for  if  they 
only  wanted  a  few  hundred  pounds  for  a  track 
they  could  not  get  it ;  they  could  not  get 
the  slightest  assistance  to  develop  the  mining 
industry.  He  might  also  point  out  that  the 
coal-mining  industry  had  been  dealt  wiA 
somewhat  unreasonably.  That  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Government,  but  was  principally 
the  fault  of  some  members  who  represented  the 
working-classes.  He  blamed  those  membelt 
most,  and  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  (K^ 
Eamshaw)  especially,  for  the  treatment  dealt 
out  to  the  coal  -  miners  on  the  West  Coast 
That  honourable  gentleman  was  responsible 
for  a  great  deal  of  this;  and  no  doubt  the  woric- 
ing-men  of  the  colony,  who  had  a  great  deal  of 
sympathy  with  each  other,  would  keep  their  e;ra 
on  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  HEKE  wished  to  say  a  few  words  is 
reference  to  the  answer  given  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Carroll  to  his  question.  He  was  not  at 
all  surprised  at  the  answer  that  honourable 
gentleman  gave  to  the  question.  They  all 
knew  that  the  honourable  gentleman  repre- 
sented the  Native  race  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
least  thing  the  Government  could  do  for  this 
Native,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Nstin 
Affairs  Committee,  was  to  allow  inquiry  to  be 
made  as  set  forth  in  the  report.  He  under- 
stood the  answer  was  that  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  consider  the  report.  He  va> 
quite  aware  of  the  reasons  why  the  honomable 
gentleman  had  been  so  kind  as  to  answer  hit 
question  in  that  manner.  They  all  knew  tb&t 
a  certain  division  had  taken  place  in  the  Bonn 
on  the  Midland  Railway  question.  It  was 
only  fair  to  himself  and  to  the  Native  who 
petitioned  Parliament  last  year,  to  whom  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  gave  their  support, 
that  inquiry  should  be  made  by  the  Besident 
Magistrate.  He  was  told  by  one  of  the  Nsr 
tive  members  in  the  House  that  after  the  din- 
sion  the  honourable  gentleman  was  so  "riled' 
because  one  of  the  Native  members  voted 
against  the  Government  and  another  did  not 
come  into  the  Chamber  that  ho  went  so  far  as 
to  make  this  remark  to  the  honourable  mem- 
bers for  the  Eastern  and  Western  Maori  Dis- 
trict:  that  they  would  see,  in  reference  to- 
their  petitions,  that  they  would  never  be 
given  effect  to  by  the  Government.  After 
such  remarks  as  that,  he  was  not  sai^rised 
at  the  manner  in  which  his  question  baa  been 

Mr.   OABBOLL    asked  if   the   honoaraUfr 
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gentlenMn  was  alleging  this  as  a  fact  with 
reference  to  him  (Mr.  Carroll). 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  was.  He  could  trust  the 
word  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
informed  him.  So  far  as  be  himself  was  con- 
cerned, it  did  not  harm  him  in  any  way.  But 
be  must  say,  if  this  kind  of  procedure  was  to  be 
applied  to  a  matter  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  House,  and  been  considered  by  a 
Committee, — if  a  matter  of  petty  jealousy  was 
to  be  brought  into  anything  of  this  kind — the 
procedure  of  Parliament  would  become  a  farce ; 
It  would  be  quite  a  farce  if,  instead  of  the  merits 
-of  a  case  being  gone  into,  one  was  out  short 
because  he  was  not  of  "  the  right  colour." 
Many  members  had  expressed  indignation  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  Government  haid 
answered  questions  or  had  treated  them  in  re- 
ference to  their  own  districts.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised, because  ever  since  he  entered  the  House 
ne  saw  that  promises  mode  by  any  member  of 
the  present  Government  were  not  to  be  relied 
npon.  He  wished  to  refer,  further,  to  the  fact 
that  in  that  evening's  Post  there  wtu  a  refer- 
ence to  a  certain  matter  which  had  been  raised 
in  the  House.  He  referred  to  the  Horowhenua 
purchase.  They  had  had  questions  put  in  the 
House  in  reference  to  the  moneys  handed  over. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  refer  to  anything  not  referred 
to  in  the  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  of  that 
^ay,  or  in  Ministers'  answers  to  those  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  HEEE  said  he  would  take  another  op- 
portunity of  referring  to  the  matter.  He  sup- 
posed he  could  refer  to  the  matter  of  the  Littie 
Barrier. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  also  could  not  be 
referred  to  unless  a  question  had  been  asked 
«bout  it  on  to-day's  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  HEKE  said,  then  he  only  wished  again  to 
repeat  that,  if  petty  jealousy  was  to  be  brought 
into  the  House  to  oppose  any  matter  an 
honourable  gentleman  might  bring  before  the 
House,  he  thought  Parliament  was  degrading 
itself,  when  a  member  of  the  House  was  cut 
short  because  be  stood  (b  his  own  conviction 
on  any  matter  that  came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CARROLL  regretted  very  much  to  have 
heard  the  speech  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  There  was  a  sad  want  of  fairness 
in  it.  He  did  not  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  one  who  would  perambulate 
the  lobbies  or  frequent  nooks  and  comers  out- 
side the  House  to  pick  up  what  information  he 
-could,  and  on  such  information  level  base  in- 
sinuations against  the  Government.  He  gave 
an  emphatic  denial  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement.  He  never  spoke  to  either  of 
the  ilaori  members  in  the  way  referred  to. 
Be  thought  it "  very  bad  form  "  to  introduce  into 
the  debates  outside  talk  of  that  nature.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman's  grievance 
was  because  his  question  had  been  answered  in 
the  negative.  In  the  speech  just  made  no 
word  whatever  was  devoted  to  the  question, 
trhich  was  not  touched  upon.  The  honourable 
member  confined  himself  to  the  task  of  abus- 
ing the  members  of  the  Qovernment  and  him- 


self (Mr.  Carrol!)  in  particular.  To  set  himself 
right,  he  might  tell  the  House  that  he  had  in 
no  way  interfered  with  the  honourable  member 
for  the  West  Coast  so  as  to  influence  his  vote. 
After  the  division  he  did  say  that  he  regretted, 
when  members  gave  their  word,  they  at  times 
forgot  the  circumstance.  With  regard  to  the 
honourable  the  Maori  member  for  tbo  East 
Coast,  he  told  him,  in  all  good  humour,  that  he 
thought  his  simplicity  had  made  him  an  easy 
victim  to  the  Whips,  who  were  active  on  that 
occasion — that  was,  they  had  paired  him  with 
what  was  known  as  a  "  dead  man."  He  would 
further  state  to  the  House  that  both  of  the 
Maori  members  referred  to  had,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day,  volunteered  to  him  the  infor- ' 
mation  that  they  intended  to  vote  in  a  certain 
direction,  which  gave  grounds  for  these  sub- 
sequent remarks.  He  made  no  complaints 
against  those  honourable  gentlemen.  They 
were  all  masters  of  their  own  actions.  The 
honourable  gentleman  could  go  any  way  he 
chose.  He  (Mr.  Carroll)  would  say  nothing  to 
influence  him.  He  took  this  opportunity  of 
telling  the  House  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  was  always  prepared  to  meet  any 
legitimate  charges  brought  against  him,  bat  he 
would  never  recognise  anything  gathered  up 
from  the  street-corner.  As  one  who  repre- 
sented an  influential  and  important  tribe  in 
the  North,  it  pained  him  to  see  the  length 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman's  hostility 
carried  him.  He  felt  that,  as  they  were  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  various  Itribes  in  this 
colony,  they  should  not  forget  the  old  tradi- 
tional reverence  that  their  race  had  for  honour. 
He  himself  was  proud  of  his  race,  and  would 
always  assist  in  maintaining  its  good  name.  In 
regard  to  the  question,  he  was  sorry  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  was  not  in  the 
House.  That  honourable  member  had  made 
it  a  complaint  that  all  Native  petitions  were 
treated  in  the  same  manner.  Ho  contended 
that  because  a  recommendation  came  from 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  inquire  into  a  petition  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  effect  to  the  prayer  of  that 
petition.  He  (Mr.  Carroll)  contended  that  that 
was  not  sufficient.  The  Government  had  to 
satisfy  itself  as  to  the  merits  of  any  petition, 
independently  of  the  representation  of  the 
Committee.  A  Committee  often  gave  a  report 
without  taking  any  evidence,  and  a  Committee 
often  disposed  of  a  petition  by  simply  referring 
it  to  the  Government  for  inquiry  or  considera- 
tion; therefore,  when  the  responsibility  was 
thrown  upon  the  Government,  they  had  to 
be  satisfied  that  something  more  was  done 
than  merely  carrying  out  the  report  of  the 
Committee.  In  many  of  these  cases  the  Com- 
mittee only  heard  one  side — only  heard  what 
was  alleged  in  the  petition.  The  Natives  would 
state  that  they  had  had  land  illegally  taken — 
that  they  had  been  deceived  and  victimised  by 
the  Europeans  or  Government  or  by  Govern- 
ment agents.  As  a  rule,  the  Committee  would 
not  be  in  a  position  to  decide  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  they  would  refer  it  to  the  Government 
for  inquiry,   That  was  what  happened,  as  a  rule. 
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Now,  in  this  case  inqniries  had  been  made  by 
the  Oovernment.  All  the  official  records  bear- 
ing on  the  matter  had  been  carefully  looked 
over.  The  matter  of  which  the  Nativea  com- 
plained had  been  settled  in  1874  by  an  Act, 
which  gave  efiect  to  a  settlement  arrived  at 
by  the  Govertmient  and  the  Natives.  It  was 
settled  that  the  Natives  were  to  get  two  blocks 
of  land  in  return  for  other  land  which  had 
been  wrongly  awarded  to  them  under  certi- 
ficate. The  whole  dispute-  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Natives  had  been  amicably 
settled.  If  grants  had  not  yet  been  issued 
for  the  two  blocks  intended  for  the  Natives, 
then  they  had  a  cause  of  complaint  in  so 
far  as  that  was  concerned  ;  but  when  they  at- 
tempted to  go  back  and  question  the  bona  fides 
of  the  original  transaction  they  were  completely 
out  of  Court.  The  whole  question  had  been 
gone  into  and  investigated  by  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Bell  under  the  Now  Zealand  Settlements 
Act,  and  various  awards  were  made  to  Natives 
north  of  Auckland  as  compensation.  The  Go- 
vernment did  not  see  any  necessity  for  reopen- 
ing the  case  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  claims  which  the  Natives  had  ma)ae,  as 
such  did  not  exist,  (Moording  to  the  information 
at  hand. 

Mi.  HEKE,  as  a  matter  of  personal  explana- 
tion said  the  honourable  gentleman  said  he 
iMr.  Heke)  went  out  of  the  House  to  gain 
lis  information.  He  wished  to  say  he  never 
did  go  out  of  the  House  for  information.  The 
information  he  referred  to  was  given  to  him 
in  that  Chamber,  and  he  bad  letters  in  his 
possession  that  would  prove  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  fond  of  whipping  for  votes. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived, 
Mi.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BESUMED. 

Ml.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
■even  o'clock. 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 

-  on  The  Managers  appointed  by  the 
'  House  to  confer  with  the  Managers  for 
the  Council  with  reference  to  the  amendments 
made  in  this  Bill  reported  that  the  Confer- 
ence had  taken  place,  and  that  no  agreement 
had  been  arrived  at. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  a  fresh  Con- 
ference be  requested.  He  thought  the  House 
would  be  justified  in  asking  for  this  further 
Conference,  because  it  would  be  a  pity,  in 
his  opinion,  that  Parliament  should  dissolve 
without  something  being  done  in  the  direction 
of  raising  the  age  of  consent.  The  Council's 
main  reason  for  disagreeing  was  in  respect  of 
the  amendment  made  by  the  House  in  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  the  prisoner  Chemis.  He 
thought  that  those  who  had  at  heart  that 
prisoner's  case  would,  at  all  events,  not  be 
helping  his  case  by  preventing  legislation  from 
going  through  which  would  protect  the  now 
nnprotected  young  girls  of  this  country.  He 
therefore  asked  that  a  fresh  Conference  should 
be  asked  from  the  Council.  He  hoped  that 
honourable  members  who  wore  interested  in 
the  case  to  which  he  referred  would  not  make 
3ir.  Carroll 


it  a  stumbling-block  to  relief  of  the  kind  he 
had  indicated  being  given,  and  to  le^alatioo 
taking  place  which  he  said  was  imperatively 
necessary. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked,  could  it  be  done  by 
sending  a  message  to  the  Council  to  say  the 
House  would  waive  its  amendment  as  to  the 
Chemis  case, — as  that  was  where  the  difficulty 
lay, — and  asking  the  Council  to  give  way  oo 
the  subject  of  the  other  amendment  raising  the 
age  of  consent?  He  had  seen  such  a  fona 
used  before. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  point  of  divergence  ai 
to  the  age  of  consent  was  as  to  whether  it 
should  be  fifteen  or  sixteen.  The  Council  sent 
the  Bill  down  with  the  age  fixed  at  fifteen,  bat 
he  thought,  himself,  that  they  could  manage  to 
retain  the  amendment  made  by  the  Hoaw 
raising  it  to  sixteen  if  there  were  not  the  other 
question  in  the  way.  His  object  in  asking  for 
another  Conference  was  to  have  the  age  of 
consent  raised  to  sixteen  years. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEPDON,  Mr.  Grahsn, 
Mr.  Tanner,  Sir  B.  Stout,  and  the  mover  neit 
appointed  Managers  for  the  House. 

NATIVE  LAND  COUBT  BILL. 

Mi.  SEDDON  brought  up  the  following 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  Conneil'i 
amendments  in  this  Bill,  and  moved.  That  tlw 
reasons  be  agreed  to  and  transmitted  to  the 
Council : — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  amendments  mads 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Native  Land 
Court  Bill  have  the  honour  to  report  that  thia 
House  disagrees  with  the  amendments  mid* 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in — 

"  Interpretation  clause,  page  4,  line  3.  Is 
the  past  the  law  in  respect  to  this  matter  hM 
been  proved  to  be  defective,  and  the  descend- 
ants of  half-castes  have  sufiered  thereby  ani 
have  been  deprived  of  participating  in  iandf 
to  which  they  were,  by  relation  or  snccessioii. 
entitled. 

"  Section  14,  page  8.  The  proviso  to  nib- 
section  (10),  clause  8,  is  restrictive  in  ehoracttr 
and  defeats  the  object  of  the  subsection. 

"  Section  81.  The  amendment  made  in  thil 
clause  unduly  limits  the  order  of  the  Court. 

"  Section  33.  The  original  intention  of  thb 
clause  was  to  permit  the  Court  to  extend  tha 
time,  notwithstanding  that  the  time  hod  ex- 
pired. The  amendment  made  by  the  Coancil 
would  prevent  effect  being  given  to  the  original 
intention. 

"  Section  89,  line  14.  The  amendment  mate 
restricting  the  time  in  which  the  Judge  max 
rectify  any  mistake,  error,  or  omission,  is  too 
limited,  and  would,  if  retained,  defeat  tb« 
object  of  the  clause.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  amendment  made  in  the  other  part  of  tbt 
clause  should  not  stand. 

"  Section  46.  The  amendment  made  in  this 
clause  is  restrictive  in  character. 

"  Section  S2.  There  is  no  reason  wby  (h* 
amendment  mode  should  be  disagreed  witli. 

"  Section  53.  The  remtbining  portion  of  the 
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olatide  being  saffioient  to  give  efFect  to  wfaat 
was  originallj  intended,  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  amendment  made  by  the  Council. 

"Section  56a  is  restrictive  in  character, 
and  gives  power  which  did  not  hitherto  exist. 
The  effect  of  the  power  given  may  be  injurious. 

"  Section  56b.  This  clause  would  lead  to  the 
evasion  o(  other  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  to 
declare  that  a  half-caste  shall  have  the  same 
powers  in  respect  to  alienation  as  a  European 
would  be  dangerous. 

"  Section  92.  The  amendment  made  in  this 
clause  defeats  the  intention  of  the  Act,  which 
was  that  the  Appeal  Court  in  this  Act  should 
be  final.  If  permitted  to  stand  it  would  lead 
to  litigation,  which  it  is  wise  to  avoid. 

"  Section  115.  The  amendment  made  in  the 
proviso  of  this  clause  would  defeat  the  object 
aimed  at,  and  would  load  to  Natives  holding  in 
severalty  disposing  of  all  their  lainds.  TTnless 
the  proviso  is  safeguarded  it  would  render  them 
liable  to  become  a  burden  on  the  State.  The 
original  scope  of  the  proviso  was  restricted  to 
the  Middle  Island,  where  the  lands  held  by  the 
Hatives  are  somewhat  different  from  the  lands 
held  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  The  sale  of 
land  is  objectionable,  more  especially  as  the 
Crown  has  had  to  grant  large  areas  of  land  to 
the  landless  Natives  of  the  Middle  Island. 

"  Section  116.  The  amendment  made  would 
lead  to  complications,  and  would  enable  very 
large  blocks  of  land  to  be  acquired  for  an 
indefinite  period.  It  would  tend  to  defeat  the 
object  of  Division  II.  of  this  Act.  The  same 
objection  as  to  Trust  Commissioners  (in  section 
66a)  applies  in  the  case  of  the  last  proviso  of 
this  section. 

'*  Section  118.  The  extension  of  a  lease  of 
which  only  one-third  of  the  term  has  expired  is 
unjust  to  the  Natives  and  against  the  public 
interests.  It  practically  gives  the  right  of  re- 
newal to  all  existing  leases. 

"  Section  118b.  This  amendment  may  be 
used  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  Act  by 
enabling  Natives  to  transfer  to  other  Natives, 
and  thus  bring  land  vrithin  the  exception  in 
section  115. 

"  Section  119.  With  the  other  limitation  pro- 
Tided  for  in  the  Act  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
objecting  to  the  striking-out  of  this  clause  by 
the  Legislative  Council. 

"  Section  129.  The  objection  to  striking  out 
subsections  (2),  (3),  and  (4)  should  be  with- 
drawn. 

"  Second  Schedule.  By  the  retention  of  this 
schedule  the  operation  of  the  Act  would  be 
confined  solely  to  the  North  Island,  and  would 
thus  conflict  with  the  portions  of  the  Act  having 
special  reference  to  the  Middle  Island." 

Hr.  O.  HUTCHISON  said  he  agreed  with 
most  of  the  objections  he  had  heard  read  oat, 
but  wished  to  know  if  the  Premier  had  any 
good  reasons  for  accepting  one  amendment 
made  in  clause  115.  The  Premier  might  re- 
member that  in  Committee  he  had  accepted  an 
amendment  of  his  (Mr.  Hutchison's),  exempt- 
ing from  the  operation  of  the  Act  land  granted 


under  the  New  Zealand  Land  Settlements  Acts. 
Be  noticed  that  the  Council  had  struck  that 
out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  that  had  been 
done  at  the  suggestion  of  the  department, 
which  found  that  the  matter  had  a  much 
wider  significance  and  greater  application  than 
was  mentioned  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
moved  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON  suggested  that  the 
whole  of  the  section,  including  the  proviso, 
should  be  excised,  as  a  considerable  amount  of 
injury  might  otherwise  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  vrould  have  no 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  section  on  the 
Conference  if,  after  discussion,  they  found  it 
was  necessary.  At  the  present  time  be  did  not 
want  to  be  placed  in  a  false  position.  The 
Attorney-General  had  no  doubt  been  acting  on 
the  advice  of  the  department  in  striking  it 
out. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  understood  the  amend- 
ment had  been  made  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
but  now  the  Premier  said  it  had  been  made 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Attorney-General.  Ha 
would  like  to  hear  some  reason  for  the  change. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  there  was  more  reason 
for  striking  it  out  than  for  doing  anything  else. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  explained 
to  the  House  what  it  meant.  It  meant  lands 
formerly  in  the  confiscated  territory.  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  Maoris  was  limited,  and  if  the 
House  opened  up  all  the  land  on  the  West 
Coast  granted  to  them  the  Natives  might  be 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  land  was 
restricted.  It  could  not  be  sold,  mortgaged, 
or  leased  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-one 
years,  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  osaied  attention  to  the 
reasons  assigned  under  clause  115.  He  hoped 
those  ressons  were  not  in  accordance  with  fact. 
The  reason  given  for  the  proviso  was  that  if  the 
right  were  given  to  the  Natives  to  sell  their 
land  they  might  become  landless.  He  saw  by 
clause  3  of  the  Bill  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  do  so.  They  could  not  divest  them- 
selves of  the  whole  of  the  land.  If  they  wished 
to  dispose  of  land  the  matter  had  to  be  brought 
before  the  Trust  Commissioner,  who  must  be 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  wanted  for  their  own 
use.  If  the  Premier  wished  to  get  bold  of  the 
land  in  the  North  Island  he  would  insist 
on  the  striking -out  of  that  proviso.  If  he 
(Mr.  Thompson)  was  not  out  of  order,  he 
would  like  to  call  attention  to  a  telegram  he 
saw  in  the  newspapers  a  day  or  two  ago,  where 
it  was  stated  that  a  large  number  of  Natives 
in  the  North  were  actually  dying  of  starvation, 
and  yet  it  was  well  known  that  they  were 
wealthy  so  far  as  being  the  owners  of  valuable 
blocks  of  land  was  concerned.  They  were 
made  paupers  by  the  land-laws  made  by  the 
House,  which  prevented  them  from  making  use 
of  their  land,  and  it  was  stated  that  they  were 
positively  dying  of  starvation.  If  the  proviso 
were  insisted  upon  it  would  be  the  means  of 
locking  up  the  whole  of  the  land  in  the  North 
Island.    He  thought  it  was  only  right  to  call 
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the  honourable  geBtleman's  attention  to  tbU 
fact,  for  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  he  consulted 
any  member  of  the  House  who  had  lived 
amongst  the  Maoris,  and  knew  their  customs 
with  regard  to  the  land,  he  would  agree  with 
what  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  said.  Ho  hoped  the 
House  would  not  agree  to  the  proviso. 

Mr.  BKLL  understood  that  the  Premier  dis- 
agreed with  the  amendments  made  in  clause 
lie.  Did  he  wish  to  have  the  clause  restored 
to  its  original  form? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  according  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  in  clause  116  there 
was  no  limit  whatever  and  no  time  fixed. 

Mr.  BKLL  asked  if  it  was  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  Second  Schedule. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Second  Schedule  re- 
quired amendment,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
Government  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  if  the  amendments  in  sec- 
tion 116  were  Government  amendments. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Reasons  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
„  Q  Mr.  WARD,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  proposed 
one  or  two  alterations  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Government  Life  In- 
surance Department.  Honourable  members 
would  see  that  it  was  proposed  in  the  Bill  that 
the  department  should  have  power  under  cer- 
tain conditions  to  invest  up  to  £10,000  on  mort- 
gage in  individual  cases ;  and  not  more  than 
£10,000  was  to  be  lent  on  mortgage  to  any 
one  person  or  company.  In  explanation  of 
this  change,  he  might  say  that  the  depart- 
ment had  been  very  greatly  restricted  in  com- 
peting with  other  lending  institutions  which 
lent  up  to  and  beyond  this  amount,  and  it  was 
frequently  found  necessary  to  pass  by  the  very 
best  investments,  which  went  into  the  hands 
of  other  institutions.  That  being  so,  the  de- 
partment had  felt  itself  hampered,  and,  in  order 
to  enable  the  administration  to  be  carried  on 
more  efficiently,  the  department  wanted  to  in- 
crease the  maximum  to  £10,000.  The  former 
amount  was  £6,000.  It  was  also  proposed  to 
decrease  the  margin  from  50  per  cent.,  and  to 
advance  up  to  one-half  in  cases  where  buildings 
formed  the  principal  part  of  the  security,  and 
up  to  two-thirds  where  buildings  did  not  form 
the  principal  part  of  the  security.  Another 
important  alteration  in  the  Bill  was  with  re- 
gard to  limiting  the  amount  of  money  which 
could  be  invested  by  the  department  in  Go- 
vernment securities  to  one-fourth,  and  the 
department  would  also  be  able  to  invest  three- 
fourths  in  outside  mortgages,  and  in  loans  to 
policyholders  on  the  security  of  their  policies. 
This  was  an  alteration,  he  thought,  which 
would  commend  itself  to  honourable  members. 
Another  important  amendment  was  one  to  give 
the  department  the  same  powers  and  rights  in 
taking  proceedings  for  libel  as  private  institu- 
tions had.  This  alteration  was  mode  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  unfair  and  libellous  strictures 
tnat  were  made  ocoasionally  by  some  news- 
Mr.  Thompson 


papers,   and  by  one  in  particular,  upon  the 

business  of  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment. That  liberty  was  taken  because 
this  was  a  Government  department ;  and,  while 
it  was  the  province  of  any  newspaper  to  criti- 
cise the  Government  as  much  as  it  liked,  veiy 
great  harm  might  arise  from  such  articles  and 
newspaper  comment  in  the  nature  of  onwar- 
rantable  implications  upon  an  important  insU- 
tution ;  and  this  amendment  would  give  the 
department,  in  its  competition  with  other  in- 
stitutions, equal  power  to  defend  itself,  and 
this  was  what  was  asked.  They  had  a  right  to 
provide  that  this  important  office  should  hsve 
the  same  powers  and  privileges  as  any  oom- 
peting  institution.  These  were  the  principal 
alterations  in  the  Bill,  and  he  begged  to  move 
the  second  reading. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  object  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  investments  to  £10,000,  if  the  Boud 
felt  itself  hampered;  nor  to  section  4,  giving 
power  to  invest  not  less  than  one-fourth  of 
the  moneys  at  the  credit  of  the  Government 
Insurance  Account  in  Government  securities; 
but  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  see  that,  if 
he  meant  that  only  one-fourth  should  be  invest- 
ed, instead  of  the  Bill  being  an  enabling  statute 
it  was  really  restrictive.  He  understood  that 
the  department  was  now  investing  more  than 
one-fourth  in  Government  secarities,  and 
three-fourths  were  to  be  free  for  mortgage; 
but  under  the  Bill  as  framed  the  department 
would  be  forced  to  invest  not  less  than  one- 
fourth  when  they  invested  three-fourths  co 
outside  mortgages.  He  understood  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  that;  tt 
he  remembered  it  had  been  stated  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  repeated  two  or 
three  times  in  the  House,  that  be  meant  to 
restrict  the  investments  on  Government  secari- 
ties to  one-fourth.  If  the  Bill  did  not  read  in 
that  way  he  apprehended  the  Colonial  Tres- 
surer  would  not  object  to  the  clause  being 
amended.  In  regard  to  clause  5,  he  thought  it 
was  dangerous  to  allow  the  margin  to  be  reduoei 
by  one-half — from  one-half  to  two-thirds— u 
they  should  be  anxious  to  keep  the  Govern- 
ment Insurance  Department  above  suspidon, 
and  if  they  meant  to  allow  up  to  two-thiidt 
instead  of  one-half  they  were  bound  to  have 
losses.  He  did  not  think  that  was  safe,  and 
he  hoped  the  honourable  member  would  keep 
to  the  present  limit  of  one-half,  and  not  maka 
it  two-thirds  as  proposed.  As  to  section  3,  ex- 
tending the  power  of  the  Commissioner  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  that  section  also  might  have  to 
be  amended,  as  it  would  aSect  pending  litiga- 
tion if  carried  in  its  present  form,  and  it  would 
have  to  be  limited  in  some  way.  He  hoped 
the  Bill  would  be  sent  to  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee,  or,  if  not,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  agree  to  amend  sections  S 
and  4  in  the  way  be  had  suggested,  and  not 
insist  on  the  margin  being  changed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  when  the  second 
reading  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  was 
being  discussed  a  great  many  members  strongly 
objected  to  a  maximum  of  £5,000.  Howevtf, 
influences  were  brought  to  bear,  and  the  Bill 
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jMMsed  throngh  tho  House  with  that  limit 
maintained,  but  when  it  went  to  another  place 
it  waa  reduced  by  one-half.  What  a  barlesqne 
it  was  to  find  the  Government  now  proposing 
to  increase  the  limit  from  £5,000  to  £10,000, 
80  that  necessarily  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  amounts  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
Life  Insurance  Department  would  be  absorbed 
by  the  larger  borrowers!  What  could  they 
make  of  the  professions  of  the  Government, 
who  in  their  speeches  in  the  House  and  outside 
«f  it  pretended  that  their  aim  was  to  provide 
4bat  the  small  landholders  should  be  put  prac- 
tically on  Che  same  footing  as  those  in  a  better 
position  who  wished  to  borrow  large  sums  of 
money  7  The  whole  thing  was  political  false- 
pretence  pure  and  simple.  Far  better  would  it 
be  that  the  money  paid  into  the  funds  of  tho 
Government  Life  Insurance  Department  should 
be  re-lent  to  the  small  settlers,  as  had  been 
advocated  by  many  members  in  the  House. 
As  to  the  narrowing  of  the  margin  from  one- 
half  to  one-third,  he  should  oppose  that  in 
«Tery  way  be  could.  It  was  entirely  against 
the  interests  of  the  policyholders  of  the  colony 
that  the  Government  should  be  permitted  to 
do  what  they  proposed  in  this  Bill.  He  there- 
fore hoped  that  a  large  majority  of  honourable 
members  would  negative  the  proposals  of  the 
Oovemment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  could  not  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  with  regard  to  the  limit.  He 
thought  if  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment had  large  sums  of  money  to  advance,  they 
were  entitled  to  advance  it  if  they  could  obtain 
good  securities,  and  so  long  as  the  margin  was 
safe  ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  this  fund  was 
likely  to  be  absorbed  by  all  the  large  borrowers, 
■o  as  to  prevent  the  small  settlers  from  getting 
any  money.  The  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment never  did  profess  to  be  a  department 
for  the  advancing  of  money  to  small  settlers. 
H^  could  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
lot  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  that  they 
aad  no  right  to  lessen  the  margin  to  the  extant 
sontemplated  in  this  measure.  It  was  quite 
kbsurd  to  advance  money  to  the  extent  of  two- 
iliirds  on  the  town  property  of  Kew  Zealand, 
rbe  Colonial  Treasurer,  with  that  sanguine 
«mperament  which  always  characterized  him, 
ome  time  ago  declared  that  the  values  of  New 
Sealand  property  had  reached  bed-rock ;  but 
bey  had  seen  during  the  last  twelve  months  a 
ionsiderable  decline  in  values,  and  the  chances 
rere,  if  the  department  were  not  careful,  they 
Fould  have  a  considerable  number  of  properties 
>n  their  hands,  and  they  would  become  a 
econd  "  assets  company."  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
ccted  from  the  Treasurer  that  he  should  limit 
be  amount  that  could  be  absorbed  by  the  Go- 
ernment  in  connection  with  that  institution. 
[e  supposed  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
o  w  have  to  pay  off  considerable  sums  of  money, 
>r,  as  he  recollected,  something  less  than 
£00,000  was  advanced  on  freehold  securities, 
bereaa  something  like  three  times  that 
moant  was  invested  in  stocks — not  Govem- 
lent  stocks,  certainly — nearly  a  million,  how- 
ler, they  had  in  that  form.    He  should  be  glad 


to  assist  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
in  making  the  margin  much  safer.  In  con- 
sidering this  Bill,  he  did  not  know  that  the 
House  required  to  guard  the  interests  of  the 
insured  in  this  office  to  the  same  extent  as  they 
were  called  upon  to  do  with  regard  to  State 
advances,  but  it  was  the  interests  of  colonists 
they  were  called  upon  to  guard  in  connection 
witli  the  advances  of  money  to  borrowers.  In 
one  case  they  were  simply  dealing  with  money 
invested  by  insurer-i,  and  in  the  other  they  were 
dealing  with  moneys  that  were  advanced  direct 
by  taxpayers. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  believed  honourable 
members  would  hail  with  satisfaction  the  de- 
claration of  the  Treasurer  that  he  proposed 
to  increase  the  amount  to  be  made  available 
from  tho  funds  of  his  department  for  land- 
mortgages;  but  the  BiU  as  drawn  did  very 
little  to  require  him  to  make  any  change 
of  the  kind.  They  were  entirely  dependent 
at  present  on  his  general  promise  that  he 
would  increase  the  amount  on  mortgages. 
Under  the  Act  of  1886,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
the  provision  was  that  not  less  than  half  the 
moneys  standing  at  the  credit  of  the  Insurance 
Account  should  from  time  to  time  be  invested 
in  Government  securities.  Certainly  the  Go- 
veriunent  was  taking  a  liberal  interpretation  of 
that  provision  when  it  had  invested  £926,843 
in  Government  bonds,  and  only  £490,145  on 
mortgages.  He  hoped  to  see  the  first  item  con- 
siderably reduced  and  the  other  considerably 
increased  before  they  met  again  next  session. 
He  thought,  if  the  Treasurer  would  only  apply 
the  same  rule  to  the  other  two  lending  depart- 
ments, he  would  have  little  or  no  need  to  go 
upon  tbe  London  money-market  for  money  to 
lend  to  settlers  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  WARD  said  both  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Fatea  had  directed  at- 
tention to  clause  4,  which  said  that  not  less 
than  one-fourth  should  be  invested  in  Govern- 
ment securities.  He  would  like  to  say  that 
this  clause  in  the  Bill  was  word  for  word  the 
same  as  a  clause  which  tho  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  had  himself  drafted 
in  1866,  so  that  his  honourable  friend  could 
hardly  refuse  to  pass  a  clause  similar  to  what 
was  in  his  own  Bill. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  it  was  not  then  intended 
to  limit  the  proportion.    Now  it  was. 

Mr.  WABD  simply  wished  to  direct  attentioa 
to  the  fact.  However,  in  Committee,  if  it  was 
not  as  clear  as  it  ought  to  be,  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  make  it  clearer,  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  what  was  intended  —  that  was,  that 
not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  moneys  in  the 
Insurance  Department  should  be  invested  in 
Government  securities.  With  regard  to  the 
proposal  to  advance  up  to  a  value  of  one-half 
where  buildings  formed  the  principal  part  of 
the  security,  and  two-thirds  in  other  oases,  he 
was  quite  prepared,  in  Committee,  to  put  that 
part  of  the  Bill  on  all-fours  with  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill,  making  it  three-fifths  all 
round,  as  it  was  in  that  Bill.  That,  he  thought, 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  honourable  members. 
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and  remove  tmything  in  the  Rhape  of  ano- 
maly between  the  two  systems.  It  was  quite 
amusing  to  listen  to  Che  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  talking  about  these  advances  up 
to  £10,000  under  the  Bill.  It  was  also  amus- 
ing to  listen  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha.  He  recommended  them  to  take  the 
advice  of  the  honourable  member  for  Fatea, 
who  gave  utterance  to  sound  opinions  on  this 
question  a  short  time  before.  He  struck  the 
right  chord  in  speaking  on  this  question  when 
he  pointed  out  the  desirability  of  rendering  it 
impossible  for  any  Government  to  obtain  large 
investments  from  this  source  in  Treasury  bills. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said 
the  Government  had  been  obtaining  money  for 
Treasury  purposes  from  the  Government  In- 
surance and  Public  Trust  Departments;  and 
so  hod  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  been 
accusing  the  Government  of  doing  that  all  the 
session  ;  and  now  when  he  came  down  with  a 
proposal  to  render  that  impossible  the  honour- 
able members  took  exception  to  it!  Then, 
with  regard  to  these  accumulated  funds,  what 
did  those  honourable  members  want  to  do  with 
them? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Give  them  to  the  small 
settlers. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  how  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  propose  that,  when  only  the  other 
day  in  the  House  he  opposed  such  a  proposal 
for  advancing  to  settlers.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  opposed  to  this  advancing  business. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  V/airorapa  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  got  up  for  the  sake  of  talking.  He 
hoped  other  honourable  members  would  assist 
him,  however,  to  get  the  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee when  it  got  there. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  explain  that 
he  approved  of  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment having  the  right  to  secure  all  good 
business  up  to  as  high  a  limit  as  possible. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WESTPORT-NGAKAWAU  RAILWAY 

EXTENSION  BILL. 
Q  „»  Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  thought  it  was 
scarcely  necessary  for  him  to  say  much  in  re- 
ference to  it.  The  matter  had  been  before  the 
Railways  Committee  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
session,  and  as  a  result  of  the  investigations  by 
that  Committee  they  recommended  that  the 
Qovemment  should  purchase  the  four  miles  of 
railway  which  was  constructed  by  the  Nga- 
kawau  Company,  and  which  commenced  at  the 
terminal  point  of  the  Westport-Ngakawau 
Railway.  The  Government  some  two  years 
ago  spent  £36,000  in  making  the  railway  to  the 
Ngakawau  Junction,  and  this  line  was  an  ex- 
tension from  that  point.  The  railway  in  ques- 
tion belonged  to  the  Mokihinui  Company,  and 
was  originally  connected  with  the  company's 
mine,  and  was  constructed  for  its  purposes. 
There  was  a  large  field  of  coal  outside  the  line 
held  by  the  company.  There  was  also  another 
company  called  the  Cardifi  Company,  and  the 
Mr.  Ward 


two  together  sent  a  large  quantity  of  ooal  attt 
the  line.  There  was  a  very  large  popnlstka 
settled  at  the  end  of  the  line.  It  was  v<iy 
nsoessary  that  the  colony  should  acquire  tbii 
Railway.  He  had  referred  this  matter  to  Um 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  they  bad  recom- 
mended the  purchase,  subject  to  the  cool-mint 
owners  having  to  make  up  the  difieieoM 
between  the  profits  etad  5  per  cent.,  so  titX 
there  must  be  5  per  cent,  paid  if  the  list 
did  not  earn  it.  At  all  events,  the  Hirlwir 
Board  would  get  5  per  cent,  upon  the  mone^ 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  railway:  it 
had  this  advantage  over  any  other  proponL 
There  was  no  doubt  that  by  this  purchau  it 
woald  help  the  funds  of  the  Harbour  Board, 
because  all  the  profits  which  were  made  woaU 
go  to  the  Harbour  Fund  Account.  He  might 
say  that  the  Qovemment  had  had  a  valoacioa 
made.  He  had  ascertained  what  was  thogght 
fair  value  for  the  line,  so  as  to  obviate — shooU 
he  say  ? — any  temptation  to  pay  more  than  th>j 
ought.  The  Bill  fixed  the  maximum  amonat 
which  the  colony  should  pay  for  the  line.  Tlw 
company  made  the  line  for£JM),000.  Thev  asM 
the  Harbour  Board  originally  £25,000.  The  oSk 
to  the  colony  was  £20,000.  He  believed  thtt 
£18,000  was  a  fair  value  for  the  line,  and  thii 
was  the  amount  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  quite  agreed  with  the 
Premier  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  coalfields 
of  the  West  Coast,  it  was  a  proper  thing  to 
acquire  the  Mokihinui  Company's  railwayJiaa 
But  he  would  have  been  better  pleased  if  tin 
Premier  had  given  the  House  some  infonu- 
tion  as  to  the  amount  of  money  now  remtimag 
to  the  credit  of  the  Westport  Harbour  Ttai. 
The  House  ought  to  have  information  npoD 
that  point;  otherwise  members  would  be  voting 
in  the  dark. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £64,000. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  was  pleased  that  thi 
Premier,  after  consultation  with  the  Railvsj 
Commissioners,  had  provided  that  the  cob- 
panies  interested  in  the  coal-mines  shooM  bi 
liable  for  any  deficiency  that  might  arise  in 
the  working  of  the  line.  The  Westport  Eu- 
hour  Board,  no  doubt,  would  derive  cornHs- 
able  benefit,  in  the  shape  of  increased  rcTcnci, 
from  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  Bill 
was  one  which  had  had  the  considerstios 
of  the  Railways  Committee ;  and,  as  the  Pie- 
mier  stated,  a  great  many  disputes  whid 
had  arisen  between  the  two  rival  coal  com- 
panies  in  regard  to  the  carriage  of  coal  <«« 
the  line  would  be  settled  on  the  acquisition > 
the  line  by  the  Crown.  There  was  no  donW 
the  Government  would  have  to  moke  wsp" 
concession  on  the  haulage  for  the  Csriif 
Company,  and  if  that  were  done  it  woald  M^ 
tainly  lessen  the  earnings  of  the  railway,  Uf 
as  the  earnings  of  the  railway  were  leasenei  rt 
would  necessitate,  of  course,  a  higher  rate  oi 
contribution  to  be  mode  up  by  all  the  oompania 
that  ran  their  coal  over  the  line,  in  order  kh«t 
the  5  per  cent,  interest,  as  provided  in  the  ori- 
ginal Act,  might  be  secured,  so  as  to  pre<e°t 
any  loss  accruing  to  the  Harbour  Board  Fono. 
He  would  render  every  assistance  ia  pHaiof 
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this  Bill.  He  consideied  it  was  a  measoie 
'which  ought  to  be  passed ;  and  he  held  that  all 
the  railways  in  the  colony  should  be  owned  by 
the  State.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  that, 
in  all  fairness  to  the  Mokihinui  Company,  the 
Government  should  satisfy  themselves  as  to 
the  real  value  of  the  property  they  were  about 
to  acquire.  He  did  not  think  that  any  injus- 
tice should  be  done  to  the  company,  knowing 
the  difficulties  with  which  it  bad  to  contend 
Tvhen  constructing  the  line.  If  the  line  cost  the 
company  so  much  as  they  said,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion that  that  should  be  paid  ;  but  ho  thought 
the  amount — £18,000 — mentioned  in  the  Bill 
tvas  a  fair  sum.  The  evidence  tliat  was  ad- 
duced before  the  Railways  Committee  led  him 
to  believe  that  the  amount  stated  was  amply 
sofficient  to  cover  the  actual  value  of  the  line 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  failed  to  see  the  necessity  for 
purchasing  this  line.  Ho  did  not  see  what 
benefit  it  was  going  to  be  to  the  colonjr.  The 
present  coal-mines  were  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  colony.  Four 
yean  ago  there  was  a  great  amount  of  log- 
xolling  over  this  railway.  If  this  company  had 
expended  money  on  a  work  which  proved  ulti- 
mately unprofitable  he  did  not  see  that  that 
was  a  reason  why  the  State  should  come  in 
and  relieve  them  of  a  bod  bargain.  The  sup- 
plies of  coal  from  the  Westport  and  Oreymouth 
mines  were  amply  sufficient  for  the  colony's 
requirements,  and  there  was  no  need  for  this 
coal,  and  there  was  no  market  for  it.  That 
being  the  case,  he  could  not  understand  why 
this  railway  was  to  be  acquired,  when  a  rail- 
way of  far  greater  importance  to  the  colony 
was  not  taken  over.  He  referred  to  the  Mana- 
watu  Railway,  which  was  the  key  to  the  whole 
railway  system  in  the  North  Island  ;  but  in 
regard  to  this  line  the  Qovemment  would 
not  entertain  any  suggestions  for  its  purchase. 
In  the  case,  however,  of  this  West  Coast  line, 
for  which  there  was  no  need,  and  which  would 
not  benefit  the  colony,  the  Government  jumped 
at  it,  and  were  going  to  give  practically  the 
cost  price  for  the  line.  For  his  own  part,  if  the 
opportunity  occurred,  he  would  most  certainly 
vote  against  any  expenditure  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  wrong  in  stating  that  there 
was  no  market  for  this  coal.  There  was  a 
market  for  the  ccal.  This  coal  would  help  to 
break  down  the  monopoly  that  existed  so  far 
08  coal  was  concerned.  Both  the  passenger 
traffic  and  the  goods  traffic  would  be  large; 
and  the  railway  itself,  supposing  there  was  no 
coal  at  all,  would,  in  his  opinion,  pay.  He 
believed  it  would  pay  the  colony  to  acquire  the 
line. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  are  the  net 
earnings  of  the  Westport-Kgakawau  Railway? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  hod  not  the  figures 
with  him.  He  might  add,  however,  that  the 
result  of  the  carriage  of  coal  on  this  line  was 
Terr  large.  Anyhow,  they  had  here  what  they 
had  not  in  the  case  of  any  other  line — namely, 
the  actual  guarantee  of  5  per  cent.     In  the 


case  of  gome  other  lines  it  was  only  about 
217. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  Manawatu  line  earns 
6  per  oent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  company  earned  that ; 
but  would  the  honourable  gentleman  guaran- 
tee  5  per  cent,  to  the  Government  ?  As  far  as 
log-rolling  was  concerned,  he  might  say  that 
there  was  no  log-rolling  about  the  matter. 
The  colony's  interests  had  been  safeguarded  by 
the  maximum  amount  being  stated,  and  also  in 
providing  for  the  guarantee.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  colony  was  perfectly  safe.  Ha 
believed  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  do  to  acquire 
this  line.  It  would  stop  the  conflict  between 
the  rival  companies,  and  would  break  down 
the  monopoly  in  coal. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

RAILWAYS  AUTHORISATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  there  was  a  short  extension 
required  from  Hikurangi,  and  also  a  slight  ex- 
tension from  Kaukapakapa  northwards.  It 
was  necessary  that  this  Bill  should  be  passed, 
because  they  had  taken  appropriations  for 
them. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  how  far  it  was  proposed 
to  take  the  railway  from  Hikurangi.  It  was 
stated  in  the  Bill  that  that  point  was  to  be 
determined  by  the  Governor  in  Council. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  again  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Premier  the  desirability  of  adding 
the  railway  from  Ts  Aro  to  Newtown.  It 
would  not  at  present  mean  any  more  expendi- 
ture. It  would  be  a  beginning  of  the  work, 
and  would  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
power  in  the  recess  to  make  a  survey,  and 
spend  any  further  money  in  that  way  which 
might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
this  Bill,  although  the  treatment  which  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  colony  received  the  other  sight, 
he  thought,  would  probably  justify  them  in 
doing  so. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Log-rolling. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  it  was  not  a  question 
of  log-rolling  ;  it  was  a  question  of  simple  jus- 
tice. But  he  would  endeavour  on  this  occasion 
to  show  the  North  how  it  ought  to  treat  the 
South,  and  he  believed  the  majority  of  Can- 
terbury members  would  support  the  Bill,  not- 
withstanding the  treatment  they  had  received. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  line  beyond  Whangarci,  the 
Premier  stated  two  years  ago  in  the  Public 
Works  Statement  that  they  hoped  to  discover 
a  coalfield  beyond  that  railway.  He  would  like 
to  know  whether  that  field  had  been  discovered, 
and  also  what  chance  there  was  of  traffic  on 
that  line.  He  knew  there  was  timber  there; 
but  there  was  plenty  of  timber  nearer  deep 
water. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  be  much  pleased  to  give 
the  honourable  member  the  fullest  information. 
He  supposed  that  one  of  the  finest  coalfields  ia 
the  colony  was  tapped  by  this  railway.  They 
were  in  a  position  now  to  send  coal  to  deep  watw 
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t,t  a  lower  rate  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
colony,  and  they  were  doing  that  very  guccess- 
'fully.  It  was  oni9  of  the  best  brown  coals  in 
the  colony.  The  extension  of  this  line  was 
necessary  in  order  to  get  to  the  far  end  of  the 
coal-bed.  They  desired  also  to  bring  the  line 
to  a  point  where  they  would  tap  the  Puhipuhi 
kauri-forest.  That  forest  in  itself  would,  he 
should  say,  ten  times  more  than  pay  the  cost 
of  the  railway.  At  the  present  time  there  was 
great  danger  of  millions  of  feet  of  kauri  timber 
being  burned.  He  believed  they  would  now 
-get  the  whole  of  that  kauri  timber  brought  to 
market ;  and  that  in  itself  would  be  a  most 
profitable  thing  for  the  colony  to  do.  Then 
he  would  come  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs.  Without  referring  to  past 
transactions,  or  to  bis  opposition  to  a  Bill  which 
would  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the 
colony,  he  must  advise  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to  allow  this  extension  from  Te  Aro  to 
Newtown  to  remain  until  it  could  go  with  the 
other  lines  into  the  general  pool.  He  did  not 
think  he  could  give  him  any  further  advice 
than  simply  to  watch  and  wait. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Premier  had 
not  given  him  a  reply  as  to  where  the  terminus 
of  the  Whangarei-Hikurangi  line  was  to  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— About  six  miles  from  the 
present  terminus. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Was  that  to  be  abso- 
lutely the  end  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT 
BILL. 

Clause  6. — As  to  returns. 

Subsection  (4). — Date  of  annual  return. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  the  words  "  or 
biennial "  were  inserted  after  "  annual." 

Subsection  (6). — "  Sections  five  and  eight  of 
*  The  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1893,'  are  hereby  amended  by  omit- 
ting the  words  '  triennial  or,'  '  triennial,'  and 
'  as  the  case  may  be'  wherever  they  occur." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the 
subsection. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  subsection  proposed  to  be  omitted 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Ayes,  46. 

Kelly,  W. 
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Noes,  23. 
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Hutchison,  G. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lang 

Mossey 

McGuire 
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Montgomery 

Majority  for,  23. 
Subsection  retained. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  the  words, "  and 
substituting  in  each  case  the  word  'bieomil' 
for  the  word  ■  triennial,' "  at  the  end  of  tin 
clause. 

Words  added,  and  clause  as  amended  addid 
to  the  Bill. 

Clause  7. — Continuing  existing  assesstamti 
until  new  assessments  are  made. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  the  foUo«iB( 
words  were  added:  "and  any  person  or  com- 
pany may,  by  notice  in  the  prescribed  fonn, 
given  not  later  than  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March  in  any  year,  require  the  Commissiooa 
to  make  a  new  assessment  of  such  person'i  at 
company's  land  and  mortgages." 

Clause  14. — Interest  on  mortgages  not  to  lie 
included  in  land-tax  returns. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  added  to  the  clause:  "In 
the  event  of  any  person  being  liable  under  thii 
Act  to  pay  land-tax,  and  owning  land  to  the 
extent  of  two  thousand  pounds  the  imprond 
value,  on  which  there  may  be  a  mortgap^ 
he  shall,  in  addition  to  any  other  exemptioii 
he  may  be  entitled  to,  deduct  a  sum  cqosl  to 
one  penny  in  the  pound  from  any  intaiat 
sum  ue  may  have  to  pay  the  mortgagee;  lod 
the  mortgagee  shall  also  be  entitled  to  dedoet 
any  such  deduction  from  the  amount  of  hit 
land-tax." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  k 
added." 

Ayes,  14. 
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Majority  against,  30. 


Allen 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Heke 

Lang 

Bell 

Buddo 

Buick 

Cad  man 

Camcross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 


Sannders 
Wilson. 

Tellert. 
Green 
Mackenzie,  I. 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W- 

Seddon 

Smith,  6.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson 

Word 

Willis. 

Tellert. 
Joyce 
MiUs. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Land  and  Income 


[HOUSE.] 


Aate$iment  Bill. 


925< 


Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  18. — Deductions  in  lespeot  to  obso- 
lete machinery,  &o. 

Mi.  BXJDDO  moved  to  strike  out,  in  subseo- 
tion  (1),  the  words,  "  nor  by  reason  of  any  such 
implements,  utensils,  or  machinery  being  obso- 
lete, useless,  or  superseded." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  struck 
out. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  clause  the  words,  "or  by  the  implements, 
utensils,  or  machinery  being  rendered  obsolete 
or  useless." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  to  strike  out  subsection 
(2),  providing  that  there  be  no  deduction  in 
respect  of  accident  insurance. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  sulwection  struck 
out. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  following 
new  clause : — 

"  When  two  or  more  persons,  not  being  in 
corporated  under  '  The  Joint-stock  Companies 
Act,  1892,'  are  carrying  on  business  tm  farmers 
in  partnership  or  co-ownership,  each  person  so 
oanying  on  business  shall  furnish  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Taxes  a  return  staling  the  propor- 
tionate share  of  which  he  is  the  owner  where 
the  land  is  jointly  owned  or  occupied ;  and  each 
person  shall  be  snbject  to  taxation  and  have 
the  same  right  to  claim  exemptions  as  though 
he  held  his  share  of  such  land  as  a  separate 
estate." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Atbs,  19. 
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Bell 

Buchanan 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Hall-Jones 


Lang 


McOuiro 
McLachlan 
Mitohelson 
Pirani 


Steward 

Stout 

Thompson. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 


Kelly,  J.  W.       Kussell,  W.  B.  Mackenzie,  T. 


Noes,  36. 
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Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Graham 

HaU 

Harris 


Hutchison,  W.  Finkerton 
KeUy,  W.  Bussell,  G.  W. 

Maslin  Seddon 

MoOowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  J. 
McKenzie,  R.    Stevens 
MoNab  Tanner 

Meredith  Ward 

Millar  Willis. 

Montgomery  Tetters. 

Morrison  Joyce 

Parata  Mills. 

Houston 

Pairs. 
Por.  Against. 

Duthie  Lamaoh 

Green  Lawry 

Hutchison,  G.  Mackintosh 

Newman.  Beeves. 

Majority  against,  17. 
Second  reading  negatived. 
Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  addition  of 
the  loUowiog  new  clause  :— 


"  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  contrary 
in  the  Assessment  Acts,  the  land-  and  income- 
tax  shall  be  payable  in  half-yearly  instal- 
ments." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  Tliat  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Airxs,  31. 

AUen  KeUy,  J.  W.  BusseU,  W.  B. 

Bell  Lang  Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick  Massey  Stout 

Camcross  McGuire  Thompson. 

Fraser  MoNab  Tellers. 

Graham  Mitohelson  Buchanan 

Hall-Jones         Pirani  Mackenzie,  T. 

Heke 

Noxs,  33. 

Maslin  Bussell,  G.  W. 

McQowan  Seddon 

McKenzie,  J.  Smith,  E.  M. 

McKenzie,  B.  Stevens 

McLachlan  Steward 

Meredith  Tanner 

Millar  Ward 

Montgomery  WUlis. 
Morrison  Tellers. 

Parata  Joyce 

Finkerton  Mills. 


Bnddo 

Camell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Kelly,  W. 

Faibs. 
For.  Against 

Duthie  Cadman 

Green  Lawry 

Hutchison,  G.  Mackintosh 

Newman  Reeves 

k      Te  Ao  Larnach 


Wilson. 


Duncan. 


Majority  against,  12. 

Second  reading  negatived. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  » 
third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  19th  October,  1894. 


Fint  BeadingB— Second  Beadings — Third  Beading 
— Baliance  Memorioi— Criminal  Code  Bill— Rail- 
way Officers — Adjournment  —  Ventilation  ol 
Council  Chamber— Railway  Officers— Native  Re- 
serves Accounts— Major  C.  Brown— Shipping  anA 
Seamen's  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the   chair  aU 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Pnblio- 
Tmst  Office  Consolidation  Bill,  Government 
Life  Insurance  Bill,  Westport-Ngokawau  Rail- 
way Extension  Bill,  Railways  Authorisation 
Bill,  Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  Native  Land 
Court  Certificate  Confirmation  Bill,  Native 
Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  Native  Landa 
Claims  and  Boundaries  Adjustment  and  Titlea- 
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Empowering  BQl,  Little  Battiet  Island  Par- 
ohase  Bill. 

SKCOND  READINGS. 
Westport-Ngakaw&u  Railway  Ezteniion  Bill, 
Sea-fiiiherieg  Bill,  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment Bill,  Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Con- 
firmation Bill,  Native  Land  (Validation  of 
Titles)  Bill,  Native  Lands  Claims  and  Bounda- 
ries Adjustment  and  Titles  Empowering  Bill, 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Bill,  Public 
Trust  Office  Consolidation  Bill. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill. 

BALLAKCK  MEMORIAL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  brought  up  the 
following  report  of  the  Joint  House  Committee, 
on  the  application  from  the  Ballance  Memorial 
Committee  for  leave  to  erect  a  memorial  to  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance  in  Parliament  Grounds  : — 

"  The  Joint  House  Committee  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  the 
following  resolution,  which  they  recommend 
for  adoption  by  the  Council — namely. — 

*■  In  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  no  monu- 
ment should  be  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Parliament  Buildings  unless  in  the  form  of  a 
statue  of  not  less  than  life-size ;  but,  if  it  be 
desired  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance  by  a  bust,  there  is  no  objection 
to  a  suitable  situation  being  given  in  the  Fs^- 
•liamcnt  Buildings." 

In  moving.  That  tin  report  be  adopted,  he 
might  say  there  had  been  three  very  full  me4t- 
'ings  of  the  Committee,  and,  after  consideration 
of  the  plan  laid  before  them,  the  Committee 
had  decided  that  the  design  was  not  a  suitable 
one  to  be  erected  in  Parliament  grounds,  and 
the  report  had  been  agreed  to  tmanimously  by 
the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said  he  had  not  been 
present  at  that  day's  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  did  not  know  what  had  occurred.  He 
luid  taken  the  trouble  to  attend  two  meetings, 
«nd  he  bad  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  business  had  been  con- 
ducted on  both  those  occasions.  Objection  had 
been  taken,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  to  a  bust 
that  was  to  be  placed  on  the  top  of  a  group  of 
marble  columns  erected  on  a  pedestal  highly 
enriched  and  ornamented.  It  had  not  seemed 
to  occur  for  a  moment  to  any  of  those  present 
that  any  suggestion  they  made  with  reference 
to  the  bust  would  be  considered  by  the  Ballance 
Memorial  Committee.  The  bust  was  an  after- 
thought ou  the  part  of  the  Committee,  and  it 
was  the  architect's  opinion  that  it  would  look 
very  well  where  it  was  placed,  as  it  was  of 
such  a  size  that  it  would  not  look  insignifi- 
cant, as  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  original  design, 
the  Memorial  Committee  had  the  opinion  of 
two  of  the  most  competent  architects  iu  Wel- 
lington that  it  was  of  a  chaste  and  beautiful 
kind,  and  that  it  should  be  placed  in  some 
position  where  there  would  be  greensward,  or 


some  background  of  that  sort  to  give  effect  to 
the  artistio  appearance  of  the  monument. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  There  is  no  artistic 
appearance  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIOG  said  that  was  perhaps 
the  honourable  gentleman's  opinion,  but  it  was 
totally  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  men  who 
should  be  qualified  to  express  an  opinion  on 
its  appearance.  He  was  very  sorry  the  Com- 
mittee had  taken  up  the  ixisition  they  had  taJcea 
up.  Had  they  suggested  that  the  bust  should 
not  be  placed  on  top  of  the  monument,  but 
that  instead  there  sbotild  be  an  alto-relief  or  a 
bas-relief  on  one  of  the  panels  in  the  pedestal, 
that  might  have  been  accepted.  Bat  as  to 
whether  the  monument  in  question  was  a 
suitable  monument  to  place  in  the  Parlia- 
ment Grounds,  his  opinion  yiaa  that  it  would 
really  be  an  ornament  to  the  grounds,  and  ha 
would  like  to  see  more  monuments  of  a  similac 
class  erected.  But  the  Committee  had  gone 
further,  and  token  on  itself  to  suggest  that 
there  should  be  a  life-sized  statue  of  the  late 
Premier  executed,  and  that  then  they  would 
give  the  necessary  permission.  The  Ballanoa 
Slemorial  Committee  had  called  for  a  design, 
and  designs  hod  been  sent  in  from  all  parts  of 
New  ZeaJand,  and  the  design  had  been  selected 
by  competent  men  and  on  the  advice  of  experts, 
and  a  prize  had  been  awarded  to  it.  Having 
rejected  some  life-sized  designs,  the  committea 
could  not  now  in  honour,  and  in  fairness  to 
those  who  had  entered  for  the  competition, 
decide  at  this  stage  to  put  aside  the  design 
selected  and  select  something  else.  The  mat- 
ter had  gone  too  far  for  that  to  be  done.  He 
did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  motion,  but,  as  a 
member  nf  the  Jfcmorial  Committee,  he  would 
simply  sdvise  them  to  insist  on  the  erection  of 
the  monument  as  designed,  with  perhaps  some 
alteration  in  regard  to  the  bust.  Then,  as  they 
were  prevented  from  erecting  it  in  what  they 
considered  a  most  suitable  place,  they  would 
have  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  site. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  that 
the  House  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil sat  no  less  than  three  times  to  decide  this 
matter.  From  the  press  of  work  in  another 
place  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  unable  to  attend.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  attend  that  day,  when 
the  question  was  decided.  In  the  absence  of 
any  member  of  the  Memorial  Committee,  the 
House  Committee  asked  the  person  in  charge 
for  the  plan,  and  found  it  to  bo  a  high  column, 
with  a  small  bust  at  the  top,  resembling 
the  stopper  of  a  decanter.  In  the  belief  that 
the  object  was  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance  by  some  personal 
representation,  the  Committee  decided  to  allow 
the  erection  of  a  life-size  figure  in  the  grounds, 
or  of  a  bust  in  the  building.  There  was  no 
question  of  the  erection  of  an  obelisk  or  monu- 
ment. Probably,  bad  there  been,  it  might  have 
been  allowed.  But,  as  neither  the  honourable 
gentleman  nor  any  member  of  the  Memorial 
Committee  was  present,  it  was  not  even  hinted 
that  an  obelisk  was  intended.    There  was  no 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]        Ballance  Memorial.        [COUNCIL.]  Ballanee  Memorial. 


927 


desire  to  show  anything  like  diarespeot  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  lamented  Mr.  Ballance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  h.  WALKER,  as  a  member  of 
the  House  Committee,  said  it  appeared  from 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg's  speech  that  the  matter 
bad  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  taste  be- 
tween the  Joint  Committee  and  the  Ballance 
Memorial  Committee.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg 
thought  the  Memorial  Committee  knew  more 
About  the  matters  of  taste.  Well,  let  the 
honourable  gentleman  think  so ;  he  (Mr. 
Walker)  did  not.  To  his  mind,  the  design 
submitted  was  absolutely  hideous;  and,  were 
he  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  most  suitable 
tray  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  Mr.  Bal- 
iMioe,  he  would  say,  "  Put  up  a  handsome 
obelisk  in  the  Wanganui  Cemetery,  with  a  pro- 
per inscription ;  and  put  up  a  bust  in  the  looby 
of  the  House." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERB  thought  it  would  not 
be  treating  the  Ballance  Memorial  Committee 
with  sufficient  courtesy  were  the  House  to 
i«fuso  to  allow  a  memorial  to  the  late  Premier 
to  be  placed  in  the  Parliament  Qrounds.  If  the 
memorial  had  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Ballance  Committee  he  did  not  see  that  the 
House  Committee  had  much  to  say  in  granting 
permission  to  erect  it  in  the  grounds.  It  oould 
be  no  reflection  on  the  House  if  it  met  with  the 
'disapproval  of  the  general  public.  No  doubt 
the  Memorial  Committee  hoi  fully  considered 
the  design  before  it  adopted  it,  whether  it  was 
suitable  or  not,  and,  with  due  deference  to  the 
Council,  he  thought  the  Memorial  Committee 
'Were  in  a  better  position  to  judge  than  they 
were.  The  Mayor  of  Wellington,  and  the 
Premier  of  New  Zealand,  and  other  people  who 
were  intimately  interested  in  the  Memorial 
Committee,  had  every  wish  to  perpetuate  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance's  memory  by  some  suitable 
design,  and  it  seemed  strange  to  him  that  the 
Memorial  Committee  would  produce  anything 
that  would  be  an  eyesore  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Walker  or  any  one  else.  He  would  move  that 
the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  ; 
And  they  would  no  doubt  take  suggestions  from 
members  of  the  House,  and  endeavour  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  both  parties.  That  would  be  fair 
and  reasonable,  and  would  not  be  treating  them 
in  an  offhand  manner.  He  moved,  therefore. 
That  th»  rtport  b»  referred  back  to  tlie  Com- 
tuiltee,  with  a  view  to  some  alteration  and 
tuggestion  bting  made  that  would  be  acceptable 
to  th»  Ballance  Memorial  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI,  as  a  member  of 
the  House  Committee,  wished  to  say  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Kerr  was  quite  in  error  when  he 
thought  that  due  consideration  was  not  given 
in  the  Investigation  of  the  matter.  It  had 
■ootne  before  the  Joint  House  Committee  on 
three  different  occasions,  and  it  had  taken  all 
tiiat  time  to  find  those  who  represented  the 
memoriad  fund  to  submit  plans  and  give  them 
some  information.  They  even  had  to  look  for 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg  in  all  directions  to  find  him, 
as  one  who  was  most  interested,  in  order  to 
£ive  the  Committee  some  information.  As  to 
saying  the  matter  should  be  referred  back  to 
tbe  Joint  Committee,  and  that  the  Mayor  of 


Wellington  and  the  Premier  had  agreed  to 
the  matter,  it  was  on  the  Premier's  proposal 
that  the  matter  was  pat  in  this  way:  "That 
the  plans  and  specifications  should  he  sub- 
mitted for  Approval  to  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee before  they  permit  the  memorial  to  be 
erected  in  the  grounds."  With  regard  to  the 
memorial  itself,  they  had,  unfortunately,  in 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  something  similar.  They 
had  the  memorial  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Mao- 
andrew,  and  there  was  no  more  disgraceful 
piece  of  work  in  any  part  of  the  world :  it  was 
an  absolutely  disgraceful  thing  to  look  at.  And 
this  memorial  was  of  a  somewhat  similar 
nature :  there  was  a  large  column,  29ft.  high, 
with  a  little  bit  of  a  bust  on  the  top  of  it,  and 
the  whole  thing  looked  like  a  "Jack  in  the 
box,"  and  its  erection  would  be  anything  but 
respectful  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Premier, 
nor  was  it  creditable  to  those  who  were  getting 
it  up,  and  it  would  be  much  less  creditable  to 
the  Committee  of  the  House  to  allow  it  to 
be  erected  in  Parliament  Grounds.  No  one 
had  greater  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  honourable  gentleman  than  he  had.  Ho 
was  deeply  indebted  to  the  late  Mr.  Ballance 
for  the  position  he  held  in  the  Council,  and  it 
would  ill  become  him  were  he  to  say  anything 
that  would  in  any  way  prevent  his  memory 
from  being  kept  green  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  colony,  and  he  would  assist  in  any 
way  he  could  in  having  anything  erected  be- 
coming to  his  memory,  and  which  would  be 
looked  up  to  with  respect  by  the  people ;  but 
this  was  a  disgrace  to  every  one,  and  ought 
not  to  be  erected.  The  Committee  were  very 
unanimous,  and  had  suggested  that  there 
should  bo  either  a  life-sized  statue,  or  a  bust  in 
the  lobby ;  and  he  thought  the  Committee  had 
shown  very  great  patience  in  attending  three 
times  to  the  same  thing  without  any  altera- 
tion in  the  plans. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Kerr  seemed  to  have  very  great  con- 
fidence in  the  opinion  of  the  Premier  on  a 
question  of  taste.  All  he  (Mr.  Pharazjm)  could 
say,  if  they  looked  at  Parliament  Grounds 
as  they  were  at  present,  was  that  they  were  a 
shocking  example  of  bad  taste.  That  was  the 
opinion  of  every  one  who  remembered  the  old 
grounds,  and  he  was  certain  the  vast  majority 
of  people  were  disgusted  with  what  hod  been 
done  to  those  grounds.  For  his  part,  be  very 
much  regretted  that  the  power  to  alter  them 
had  ever  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Pre- 
mier. The  House  Committee  had  endea- 
voured to  save  some  of  the  trees,  and  had  been 
promised  that  they  should  not  bo  cut  down. 
However,  the  whole  thing  had  been  made  a 
hideous  spectacle  at  the  present  time  ;  and  he 
would  be  very  sorry  to  trust  the  Premier  in  any 
question  of  good  taste. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Premier  objected  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Memorial  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  it  was  aU 
the  more  credit  to  him,  and  he  was  evidently 
improving.  To  his  (Mr.  Fharazyn's)  thinking, 
— and  he  knew  it  was  the  opinion  of  very  many, 
— the  proposed  memorial  was  exceedingly  dis- 
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tasteful,  and,  with  a  sort  of  buKt  at  the  top, 
looked  as  if  the  late  Premier  had  been  decapi- 
tated, and  had  had  his  head  stuck  up  there. 
The  whole  thing  would  be  most  discreditable 
to  have  near  the  Parhament  Buildings,  and  he 
would  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  name  of  the  late 
Mi.  Ballance  associated  with  anything  so  ab- 
surd. As  to  architects  having  given  their 
opinion  on  it,  he  would  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  architects  might  be  very  good 
judges  of  buildings,  but  they  were  not  neces- 
sarily good  judges  of  other  matters  which  were 
not  of  a  utilitarian  aspect.  It  required  a 
sculptor,  or  a  person  altogether  of  a  different 
order  and  art  from  an  architect's,  to  express 
an  opinion.  He  hod  seen  a  good  deal  of  archi- 
tecture, and  knew  something  of  art,  and  he 
must  say  he  would  be  exceedingly  sorry  to 
erect  such  a  thing  as  the  proposed  memorial. 
He  certainly  hoped  the  Council  would  agree 
with  the  Committee,  and  refuse  leave  to  put  it 
up  in  the  grounds. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  objected  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Kerr's  amendment,  as  he  did  not  think 
any  good  could  arise  from  referring  the  report 
back  to  the  Committee.  The  Committee  had 
considered  the  matter  on  three  occasions,  and 
had  a  very  long  sitting  that  morning,  and  they 
had  the  artist  who,  he  supposed,  represented 
the  Ballance  Memorial  Committee,  but  from 
him  they  were  led  to  suppose  there  had  been 
no  undertaking  given  as  to  the  construction  of 
a  memorial.  There  were  gentlemen  on  the 
Committee  who  had  seen  works  of  art  in 
Bomo,  Germany,  and  Paris,  and  were  better 
judges  on  those  matters  than  the  Mayor  of 
Wellington  or  the  Premier. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIOG  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shrimski  had  stated  that  the  J^oint  Committee 
had  had  to  look  for  those  who  could  give  them 
information  in  regard  to  the  memorial.  Those 
persons  who  could  have  given  the  information 
had  been  in  attendance  on  two  occasions,  but 
the  proceedings  were  carried  on  in  such  a  hurry, 
skurry  that  it  was  impossible  for  anybody  to  get 
an  opportunity  to  give  the  information  he  pos- 
sessed. They  were  told  it  was  on  the  motion 
of  the  Premier  that  the  refusal  was  arrived  at : 
and  the  Hon.  the  Premier  was  a  member  of 
the  Ballance  Memorial  Committee ;  Mr.  Bell, 
M.H.B.,  was  also  a  member,  as  were  also  the 
Mayor  of  the  City,  the  editor  of  the  Everting 
Post,  and  the  editor  of  the  New  Zealand  Timen, 
who  were  both  ex  officio  members ;  and  alto- 
gether the  committee  was  a  very  representative 
one.  But  it  was  left  to  the  Premier,  at  the 
only  meeting  of  the  Ballance  Memorial  Com- 
mittee he  attended,  to  urge  that  a  public  meet- 
ing should  be  held  in  order  to  give  everybody 
an  opportunity  of  being  represented  on  the 
committee  and  expressing  his  views  on  the 
desirability  of  such  a  memorial.  The  result  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  interference  was 
to  land  the  committee  in  an  expense  of  over 
£30.  From  that  time  to  this  the  Premier 
had  not  attended  a  single  meeting ;  and  it 
was  a  hard  blow  to  himself  (Mr.  Kigg),  as  a 
member  of  the  committee,  to  think  that  oppo- 
sition should  have  come  from  the  Premier's 
Mon.  Mr.  Pha/ratyn 


hands,  and  not  from  those  who  might  have 
been  expected  to  oppose  the  memorial  for  other 
reasons.  Reference  had  been  made  to  the 
monument  or  bust  erected  to  the  late  Mr.  JIsc- 
andrew.  There  was  no  comparison  at  all  be- 
tween the  two  monuments.  If  the  bust  were 
not  taken  into  consideration,  the  Balluics 
memorial  was  one  that  would  do  credit  to  snj 
city  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  invited  those  who 
thought  otherwise  to  find  one  professional  mu 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  architecture  to  say  thit 
that  was  not  the  case.  The  opposition  wu 
confined  to  the  point  that  the  bust  which  hid 
been  placed  upon  the  top  of  this  beaatifui 
monument  was  considered  to  b«  utterly  out  of 
place.  Had  there  been  some  suggestion  that 
the  bust  should  be  removed  it  might  have 
been  done,  and  then  the  monoinent  woold 
have  been  an  ornament  to  the  grounds.  His 
regret  was  that  this  had  not  been  done.  It 
had  been  said  that  the  monument  chosen  wu 
a  disgrace  to  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
having  it  put  up.  Well,  he  would  like  to  see 
the  monument  erected,  in  order  to  allow  tb» 
public  to  judge  for  themselves  on  that  point. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  people  who  looked  at 
the  thing  on  paper,  and  who  probably  did 
not  understand  a  working  drawing  when  they 
saw  it,  to  express  an  opinion  of  that  kind  on 
the  monument.  He  might  say  that  the  com- 
mittee had  had  the  very  best  advice  on  the 
question.  They  did  not  decide  on  their  own 
opinion,  but  they  took  the  opinion  of  expeni 
— men  who  were  competent  to  give  a  verdict 
on  the  question — and  upon  that  they  cane 
to  a  decision.  He  was  willing  to  admit  that 
it  was  possible  there  were  in  Rome  and  otlier 
cities  of  the  world  more  magnificent  monn- 
ments,  and  he  now  said  it  was  a  disgrace  t» 
the  Liberals  of  New  Zealand  that  they  had  sot 
subscribed  more  liberally,  and  that  there  was 
no  better  monument  erected  to  the  memory 
of  John  Ballance,  who  was  head  and  shouldea 
above  any  statesman  who  had  ever  lived  in 
New  Zealand.  So  far  as  the  committee  weie 
concerned,  they  had  had  to  fight  against  politi- 
caX  opposition  from  the  start  to  the  finiih. 
One  would  have  thought  those  people  might 
generously  have  waived  their  political  oppo- 
sition and  their  objections  to  the  late  states- 
man. In  every  phase,  in  every  stags  of  the 
affair,  the  committee  were  met  by  all  sone  o( 
difficulties,  and  this  monument  was  subscribed 
for  principally  by  the  working-men  of  New 
Zealand,  and  more  particularly  by  the  workisg- 
men  of  Wellington.  The  monument  was  going 
to  cost  a  sum  of  close  upon  £600,  and  ha  said, 
taking  all  things  into  consideration,  it  was  to 
the  credit  of  the  Ballance  Memorial  Commit- 
tee that  they  had  done  what  they  had.  To 
those  who  had  opposed  this  monument  be  would 
say  that  what  was  done  in  the  matter  of  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was 
not  to  their  credit.  It  was  a  matter  of  disgrace 
to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  that  men  who^ 
had  given  the  best  part  of  their  lives  to  the 
colony,  and  had  done  their  best  to  make  it 
prosperous  and  a  shining  light  in  the  world, 
ahotild  be  so  soon  forgotten.    If  he  had  spoken 
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with  WMtmth  it  was  bcoaose  ha  ipoke  m  he 
Mt.  H«  thought  those  who  had  given  their 
lives  to  the  aecvioe  of  the  oolony  should  be 
lamembered,  and  thaii  services  kept  green  in 
the  memory  of  those  who  were  to  follow  them. 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
pKt  of  the  question." 


Aoland  Montgomery  Shrimsici 

Baillie  Oliver  Stewart 

Boxniooat  Ormond  Swanaon 

Bonar  Peacock  Walker,  Ii. 

Bowan  Fhaiazyn  Whitmore 

Grace  Beynolda  Whjrto 

MacOregor  Biohardson  Williams. 
HoLean 

KoES,  10. 

Bolt  £elly  McCnllongh 

BnoUey  Kerr  Bigg 

Veldwiok  Mantell  Taiaroa. 

Jennings 

Majority  for,  12. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  report  agreed  to. 

OBIMINAL  CODE  BILL, 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  desiring  a  second  Conference 

on  the  snbieot  of  the  Council's  amendments  in 

this  Bill. 
On    the   motion    of   the    Hon.    Sir   P.    A. 

BUCKLEY,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon. 

Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  and 

the  mover  were  appointed  Managers  on  behalf 

of  the  Council. 

BAIL  WAY  OFFICEBS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  asked  the  Government, 
When  they  will  be  prepared  to  take  the  necas- 
■aijr  steps  to  remedy  the  grievances  supposed  to 
be  imposed  on  certain  railway  officers  by  clause 
4,  sabsection  (3),  of  the  Government  Bailways 
Act  passed  this  session  7  He  would  remind  the 
Council  that  when  section  4  of  the  Bailways  Act 
was  passed  it  was  generally  understood  by  the 
Council  that  it  was  imposing  a  grievance  on  a 
oertMn  number  of  railway  officers ;  but  it  was 
fonnd,  as  the  section  came  down  iu  an  amended 
form  by  Governor's  message,  that  the  Council 
oould  not  amend  it,  and  ho  understood  the 
C!olonial  Secretary  gave  some  intimation  to  the 
Council  that  the  matter  would  be  rectified.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  steps  were  proposed  to  be 
taken  to  rectify  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
not  in  a  position  to  give  the  information  now, 
bnt  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That 
tha  Council,  at  its  rising  this  day,  do  a^oum 
tiil  eleven  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  20th  instant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  the  addition  of  the  following 
'words :  "  hut  not  after  eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  tU 
which  hour  the  Speaker  or  Chairman  of  Com- 
ntUtees  shall  leave  the  chair." 

VOL.  LXXXVI.-C9. 


The  Oonnoil  divided  on  the  question,  "  Th«k- 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added." 

Ates,  15. 
Acland  McLean  Stewart 

Baillie  Oliver  Swanson 

Barnicoat  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Bonor  Beynolds  Whyte 

Mantell  Bichardson       Williams. 


Bolt 

Bowen 

Buckley 

Peldwiok 

Grace 

Jenkinson 


NoKS,  17. 
Jennings 
Kelly 
Kerr 

MaoOregor 
McCnllough 
Montgomery 
Majority  against, 


Ormond 

Peacock 

Shrimski 

Taiaroa 

Whitmore. 


Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to.^ 

VENTILATION  OP  COUNCIL  CHAMBEB. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved,  That 
the  Qovemment  he  requested  to  take  steps  to 
improve  the  ventilation  of  the  Legisiative- 
CouncU  Chamber.  He  might  state  that  the. 
matter  was  before  the  House  Committee  of 
the  Council.  He  admitted  that  there  wag. 
plenty  of  cool  air  coming  through  on  to  the' 
floor  of  the  chamber,  but  persons  sitting  in  tha 
galleries  did  not  get  the  benefit  from  that, 
which  they  might  do  if  the  chamber  were 
properly  ventilated.  In  former  days,  when 
the  lantern  used  to  be  lighted  with  gas  the 
effect  was  to  cause  the  foul  air  with  the  hot 
air  to  travel  through  the  lantern,  which  had 
not  now  the  power  which  it  used  to  have.  The 
atmosphere  was  now  too  hot,  and,  when  the 
Council  was  sitting  for  an  hour  or  two,  became 
very  foul.  If  honourable  members  would  go, 
up  into  the  galleries  they  would  see  the  eflect 
which  he  spoke  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  moved.  That  the  words 
"and  lighting  "  be  added  after  the  word  "  venti- 
lotion."  Last  year  there  was  a  circular  light 
in  the  centre  of  the  chamber,  which  was  ex- , 
ceedingly  useful  to  members  sitting  near  the 
centre  of  the  floor,  but  now  that  the  light  was 
removed  to  the  wedls  of  the  chamber  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  chamber  was  dark. 

Amendment    agreed    to,    and    motion    as . 
amended  agreed  to. 

BAILWAY  OFFICERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved,  That  a 
return  be  laid  on  the  table  giving  a  list  of  those 
persons  now  employed  on  tlie   New  Zealand . 
railways  who  are  entitled  to  retiring,  super- . 
annuation,  or  pension  allowance;  statmg  also 
at  what  rate  each  man  is  entitled. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
received  the  following  reply  from  the  Secretary  - 
of  the  Bailway  Department  in  reference  to  this 
motion : — 

"  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  such  a  re-  : 
turn   as  that  asked  for  with  any  degree  of 
aoonraoy.    The  amount  of   retiring-allowance 
to  which  an  employ^  might  be   entitled  can 
only  be  finally  answered  by  a  careful  considerar  > 
tion  of  each  man's,  service  under  the  Govern-  > 
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Bent,  and  ii  affeoted  to  a  oonsidenble  extent 
by  the  majinei  of  his  leaving  the  department. 
In  any  ease  the  Railway  Oommiauoneis  are 
not  aathorieed  to  determine  what  persons  are 
entitled  to  oompensation.  The  Government 
Bulways  Act  of  1887  merely  preserves  rights 
of  tiiose  who  were  at  that  date  Oivil  servants, 
and  does  not  therefore  affect  the  question, 
which  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  legal  one ;  but  in 
loractioe  the  matter  is  decided  by  the  Andit 
Department,  after  review  of  each  individual 
ease." 

Ii  he  (Sir  P.  A.  Bnckley)  could  get  any  in- 
formation for  the  honourable  gentleman  he 
would  be  very  happy  to  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  said  it  was  to 
xemove  the  difficulty  in  asoertaining  who  were 
entitled  to  retiring-allowances  and  who  were 
not  that  he  had  moved  for  the  return. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  BESEBVES  ACCOUNTS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA  moved.  That  the 
Paper  No.  48,  being  the  report  of  the  Public 
Trustee — laid  upon  the  tabu  of  the  Council  on 
the  26th  June,  1894— relative  to  the  Native 
reserves  aeeounts,  be  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MAJOB  C.  BROWN. 

ADJOUBNXD   DEBATB. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  stud  he 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  yester- 
day because  of  what  he  considered  the  unwar- 
rantable attack  made  by  one  or  two  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  Government.  At  that  time 
e  was  not  in  a  position  to  state  exactly  what 
the  real  facts  were.  One  or  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  were  then  good  enough  to  say 
that  the  Government  were  hasty  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  they  had  come  to,  and  that 
at  any  rate  they  were  not  warranted  in  the 
action  they  took  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 
He  had  no  desire  to  reflect  in  the  slightest 
degree  whatever  on  the  character,  ability, 
position,  or  courage  of  Maior  Brown.  There 
was  an  action  before  the  District  Court,  and 
that  case  disclosed  such  a  state  of  affairs  that, 
the  attention  of  the  Government  having  been 
called  to  it,  the  Under-Secretary  for  Justice 
thought  it  his  duty  to  request  Major  Brown 
to  make  some  explanation.  He  did  so  in  a 
courteous  manner  in  a  letter  which  was  on 
record,  and  which  honourable  members  had  be- 
fore tibem;  and  Major  Brown's  explanation  was 
anything  but  satisfactory.  The  Government, 
therefore,  seeing  the  facts,  and  seeing  that 
there  was  no  satisfactory  reply  from  Major 
Brown,  had  only  one  course  open  to  them. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  had  said  that  an  un- 
warrantable action  was  taken  in  referring  to 
Major  Brown's  past  record.  If  this  had  bieen 
the  first  occasion  of  Major  Brown's  committing 
an  indiscretion  the  Government  would  pro- 
bably have  asked  him  to  resign,  but,  seeing  that 
his  record  was  of  such  a  character  that  he  had 
been  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry 
on  more  than  one  oooasion,  the  only  course 
open  to  them  was  to  take  the  action  they  did. 
Eon.  Sir  P.  A,  Buektey 


What  was  the  position  ?  Major  Brown,  lb. 
Humphries,  and  Mr.  Ward,  a  Justice  ol  tlie 
Peace,  went  to  a  place  called  Moturoa,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  signature  of  a  womaB 
whose  intellect  was  not  of  the  keenest  chane- 
ter.  With  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
the  consideration-money  for  the  property  was 
£40,  he  had  made  an  interpretation  to  that 
woman  by  which  it  was  declared  that  £40  was 
the  amount  received  by  her,  when  he  kse* 
that  she  had  received  only  £15,  and  her  ica 
had  received  £5.  If  that  was  not  an  irregu- 
larity sufficient  to  warrant  the  Government 
in  taking  the  action  they  had  taken  he  did  not 
know  what  would  be  sufficient.  He  wished  to 
call  attention  to  this  point :  The  only  explana- 
tion on  the  part  of  Major  Brown  was  that  he 
thought  it  sufficient  if  the  agent  of  the  woman 
had  received  the  money.  What  took  place  ten 
or  twelve  days  i^ter  ?  He  again  witnessed  a 
document  before  the  Trust  Commissioner,  I7 
which  Mr.  Humphries  was  handed  from  thic 
woman  a  certain  instrument  by  which  he  was 
to  be  constituted  her  agent  to  receive  tlit 
money.  With  the  full  knowledge  of  what  had 
already  been  done  he  witnessed  this  document, 
well  knowing  she  had  not  received  the  mons^. 
If  that  was  not  a  false  declaration,  a  fsiie 
statement,  and  a  deceiving  of  that  vroman,  lie 
would  offer  no  otonion  for- the  consideration  of 
the  Council,  With  regard  to  the  prinldng  of 
this  paper,  he  was  assured  by  the  Premier  uat 
when  he  was  examined  there  was  no  shorthand 
writer  present.  Mr.  Haselden  informed  him 
his  evidence  was  not  taken  down,  and  there 
was  a  motion  to  print  the  evidence,  exclndini! 
the  evidence  of  those  witnesses  whose  evidence 
was  of  a  most  important  character.  That  was 
not  a  fair  way  to  treat  the  Grovemment  u 
these  gentlemen.  They  had  heard  a  good  deal 
of  the  bravery  of  Major  Brown.  He  had  sot  a 
word  to  say  against  that ;  it  was  entirely  beside 
the  question.  There  were  other  men  as  biaw 
as  Major  Brown — 'Major  Brown's  bravery  vis 
not  before  the  Council.  The  question  was.  What 
had  been  his  conduct  on  this  occasion?  The 
Government  had  no  desire  to  do  what  «as 
harsh,  but  the  matter  had  been  brought  befoie 
them  80  forcibly — as  honourable  gentlemea 
could  see  by  the  papers  in  his  possession,  which 
they  were  at  liberty  to  look  at — that  the  Go- 
vernment were  justified  in  the  action  they  bid 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  would  like  to 
say  a  word  or  two,  as  Chairman  of  the  Fetitians 
Committee.  He  did  not  know  Iklajor  Bnivs 
personally.  His  name  was  first  bmnght  befoie 
nim  by  notices  in  the  Gasette  of  the  85th  Maj 
last,  in  which  "  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
revoke  the  license  of  Major  Brown  authorismg 
him  to  act  as  interpreter,"  and  "to  remove  him 
from  the  roll  of  Justices  of  the  Peace."  In  dose 
contiguity  to  these  notices  was  another  levok- 
ing  the  Ucense  granted  to  William  Williami 
authorising  him  to  act  as  interpreter.  ^ 
next  time  he  had  met  with  the  name  of  Maj<( 
Brown  it  was  as  a  petitioner  to  the  Conscil, 
asking  to  be  granted  an  inquiry  into  certain 
charges  in  connection  with  hia  aotioB  as  *B 
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interpreter  before  the  Ohief  Jnstice  of  the 
Kative  Land  Court,  am  officer  of  whose  Court 
he  WM.  This  appeared  to  the  Oommittee  a 
wry  reasonable  request,  and  thej  reported  ac- 
cordingly. The  next  time  ha  saw  the  name 
ot  WiUiams  it  was  attached  to  the  report  of 
a  Commissioner  who  had  been  appointed  to 
inquire  into  a  charge  against  him,  and  the  re- 
port was  of  the  most  unfaTourable  character. 
}fow,  these  two  names  of  Major  Brown  and 
Williams  were  brought  together  apparently  in 
studied  proximity.  One  of  them  was  found 
guilty  of  frand,  treachery,  and  deceit,  and  frau- 
aalent  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  upwards  of 
£5,411;  and  against  the  other  no  charge  was 
Balxtantiated.  Here  wore  two  instances  in 
which  this  power  of  removing  a  man  from 
office  suddenly,  and  so  of  preventing  his  eam- 
big  A  livelihood  and  consigning  him  to  obloquy, 
was  exercised — in  the  one  case  justly,  in  the 
other  case  very  nnjnstly  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  he  thought  would  lead  to  the  disapproval  of 
the  Council.  He  did  not  appeal  on  behalf  of 
Kajor  Brown,  but  thought  that  in  his  case,  as 
in  every  other  in  which  a  person  was  suddenly 
dismissed  with  loss  of  ohanuiter  and  livelihood, 
an  opportunity  should  be  given  for  defence  and 
explanation.  In  that  opinion  the  Committee 
wa«  very  folly  borne  ont  by  some  of  the  evi- 
dence taken.  That  of  Judge  Kettle  inolnded 
the  following  sentences : — 

."  Before  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  is 
taken  from  a  person,  and  his  license  as  a 
Native  interpreter  cancelled,  I  should  certainly 
say  it  should  be  only  for  a  very  grave  ofience, 
and  the  person  so  deprived  should  have  a  full 
opportunity  afforded  him  of  answering  the 
eharga  made  against  him.  The  charge  should 
be  made  distinctly,  and  he  should  nave  the 
opportnnity  of  adducing  evidence  to  refute  the 
charge.  Moreover,  the  tribunal  that  would 
have  to  adjudicate  should  be  absolutely  free 
from  bias,  and  thoroughly  independent." 

"I  think  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  a 
reasonable  one,  and  that  Major  Brown  is 
entitled  to  a  fair  and  fall  investigation  of  the 
«faarge  made  against  him." 

"I  think  the  Oovemmant  onght  to  court 
utqniry.  If  they  have  acted  &Jrly,  and  on 
cnmcient  grounds,  there  is  nothing  to  fear; 
and  if  any  error  has  been  committed,  or  injus- 
tice done,  they  should  be  pleased  to  be  set 
Bght." 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  total  oan- 
oellation  of  his  license,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
bia  name  from  the  roll  of  Justices,  are  circum- 
stances that  affeot  his  character  as  a  citizen, 
and  tend  to  ruin  his  means  of  livelihood,  which 
would  in  consequence  be  taken  from  him.  All 
ikat,  I  think,  is  too  severe  a  punishment  for 
an  act  of  negligence  such  as  that  oomplained 
of." 

The  Committee  hod  brought  forward  their 
report  in  the  interests  of  justice,  and  because 
they  could  not  but  feel  that  there  should  be 
«n  opportnnity  afforded  of  disproving  the 
charges  against  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEOOB  knew  nothing 
*t  all  of  the  subject  except  what  he  had  learned 


during  the  discussion,  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  he  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  atti- 
tude the  Ok>vemment  had  assumed  towards  the 
report  of  the  Committee.  He  was  also  bound 
to  say  that  the  statement  by  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-Gtoneral  he  had  just  listened  to  still 
more  surprised  him.  The  report  of  the  Oommit- 
tee was  simply  to  the  effect  that  the  matter 
should  be  inquired  into  before  an  impartial 
tribunal.  No  request  could  be  very  well  con- 
sidered more  reasonable  than  that,  and  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  abide  by  the  report 
of  the  Committee.  There  was  no  question  of 
making  an  attack  upon  the  Government.  He 
hod  heard  no  such  attack  made.  It  was  a 
question  rather  of  whether  justice  should  be 
done  to  the  man ;  and  whether  the  Oovemment 
considered  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on 
them  was  nothing  to  the  purpose.  If  no  in- 
justice had  been  done  the  Oovemment  had 
nothing  to  fear.  If  there  was  no  appearance  of 
injustice  the  Government  were  not  concerned 
in  the  matter.  If  they  had  done  wrong  the 
sooner  it  was  known  the  better.  No  one  had 
said  the  Government  had  done  wrong,  so  far  as 
he  was  aware.  It  was  a  pity  the  evidence  or 
documents  had  been  referred  to  at  all  in  the 
discussion.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  attach  the 
slightest  weight  to  the  ex  parte  statement  that 
haid  been  made.  He  found  from  the  statements 
made  that  this  man  asked  for  an  inquiry  be- 
fore the  Chief  Judge  to  whose  Court  he  was 
attached  as  an  officer,  and  no  more  reasonable 
request  could  be  conceived,  and  a  very  strong 
cose  would  have  to  be  shown  to  justify  the 
Council  in  refusing  his  request.  The  proper 
way  to  look  at  it  was  this :  Here  was  this  ap- 
plication :  was  it  a  reasonable  one  or  not  ?  It 
was  not  for  the  Council  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  charges  made  against  Major  Brown  had 
been  substantiated  ;  the  question  was,  whether 
the  matter  should  be  investigated  by  an  im- 
partial tribunal ;  and  how  any  one  could  hesi- 
tate to  grant  such  an  application  he  could 
not  conceive.  It  was  a  pity  the  matter  had 
not  been  disposed  of  on  the  previous  day,  for  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  statement  made 
by  the  Attorney-General  had  not  been  made. 
He  thought  a  disposition  had  been  shown  to 
introduce  into  the  discussion  matters  which, 
SiS  f ar  M  he  could  gather,  were  not  put  before 
the  Oommittee — matters  which  hod  not  been 
suggested  as  a  ground  for  Major  Brown's  re- 
moval, and  which  should  not  have  been  men- 
tioned in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKIiEY  said  an  attack 
had  been  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  on  the 
Government  for  the  action  they  took.  He  had 
said  nothing  to  reflect  on  Major  Brown,  but 
had  simply  stated  that  there  were  facts  which 
justified  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAOGBEGOR  said  the  proper 
way  for  the  Government  to  justify  themselves 
was  to  submit  to  the  inquiry,  and  produce  all 
the  evidence  which  could  be  produced.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Council  to  jndee  on  the  ex 
parte  statement ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
wrong  course  had  been  adopted.  The  Attorney- 
General  said  that  Major  Brown's  bravery  as  a  - 
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•oldier  and  his  service  in  the  field  were  nothing 
in  point.  He  conld  not  agree  with  that — it 
seemed  to  him  a  very  harsh  doctrine.  But, 
apart  from  that,  the  mere  suggestion  of  the 
possibility  of  injustice  having  been  done  seemed 
to  him  ample  reason  for  granting  the  inquiry. 
The  attack  on  the  Qovernment  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  If  an  attack  had  been 
made  upon  the  Government  it  was  entirely 
out  of  place.  There  was  no  occasion  for  going 
into  the  evidence  at  all.  The  Oouncil  hsid  not 
the  evidence  before  tbem,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible for  them  to  constitute  themselves  judges 
in  the  case.  He  was  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  the  impression  be  received  from  the  ez- 
^anation  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
was  this :  that  the  so-called  gross  irregularities 
relied  upon  by  him  as  justifying  the  striking-off 
of  Major  Brown  from  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  did  not 
say  that.    I  said,  as  interpreter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB  did  not  know, 
then,  what  justification  there  was  offered  for 
striking  him  o5  the  Ciommission  of  the  Peace, 
niere  was  apparently  none.  At  all  events, 
the  question  whether  this  conduct  of  Major 
Brown  amounted  to  irregularity  or  to  gross 
irregularity  depended  upon  the  idea  one  formed 
of  the  duties  of  an  interpreter.  He  was  bound 
to  say  it  seemed  to  him  something  more  should 
be  found  before  so  extreme  a  step  was  taken. 
He  did  not  think  the  Attorney-General  was 
jostified  in  saying  that  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  should  be  in  any  way  treated  as  an 
attack  upon  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
not  said  anything  of  the  kind.  He  said  a  gross 
attack  had  been  mads  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart. 
He  did  not  refer  to  the  motion  before  the 
House. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  had  a  few  words  to  say 
in  nrference  to  the  question.  He  could  assure 
the  Government  and  the  Council  that  the 
Committee  which  drew  up  the  report  had  no 
feeling  whatever  against  the  Government.  The 
report  was  drawn  up  purely  in  the  interests  of 
justice  to  both  parties.  The  Committee  had 
felt  that  the  question  of  this  £40  might  be 
looked  at  from  two  points — from  the  stand- 
point of  the  Government  and  from  that  of 
Major  Brown.  Major  Brown  had  looked  at  it 
in  this  light:  £5  was  supposed  to  be  paid  to 
the  woman's  son — but  he  might  mention  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show  this  £5  ever  was  paid ; 
£6  was  to  be  paid  when  the  transaction  was 
completed,  £15  to  herself,  and  £15  she  had  to 
her  credit  for  legal  expenses  in  connection  with 
the  transaction.  Major  Brow  n  looked  upon  this 
latter  £16  as  really  a  payment.  On  the  other 
hand,  as  strictly  interpreted  by  the  Qorem- 
ment  and  Judge  Kettle,  it  might  be  said  she 
only  received  the  £15,  and  £5  which  her  son  re- 
ceived ;  she  bad  not  received  the  £15  for  legal 
expenses  that  had  been  deducted  from  the  £40 : 
but,  so  far  as  the  Committee  could  see,  there 
was  nothing  in  any  document  to  prevent  her 
being  sued  again  for  the  £15  for  legal  expenses. 
However,  the  Committee  felt  it  was  really  a 
Bon.  tir.  MacQregor 


question  for  further  investigation,  and  that  tbe 
punishment  the  Government  inflicted  on  this 
man  waa  really  a  punishment  for  a  crime  and 
nothing  else,  and,  that  being  so,  it  was  deamad 
only  fair  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  answering  the  charge  brought  against  him. 
The  previous  day  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  in  a  veiy 
passionate  speech,  had  declared  that  the  Ooan. 
cil  had  re-established  the  character  of  Kajiii 
Brown.  He  (Mr.  Bolt)  said  that  the  Council 
had  not  done  so,  and  that  it  could  not  do  so. 
The  Committee  which  had  taken  evidence  and 
had  inquired  into  the  matter  could  not  d> 
that.  The  only  thing  that  could  re-establisk 
Major  Brown's  character  was  for  the  CooneS 
to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee— so. 
thing  else ;  and  for  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  to  defmi 
Major  Brown  with  the  ardour  he  did  testified, 
no  doubt,  to  the  earnestness  of  his  own  oonTia- 
tions,  but  in  no  way  proved  the  correctness  of 
his  judgment.  The  whole  matter,  in  the  opin. 
ion  of  the  Committee,  deserved  tc  be  inqmrel 
into  before  aproperly-constituted  tribunal,  and, 
when  they  said  that,  they  had  no  wish  to  cut 
any  reflection  upon  the  Government  at  all. 
He  believed  the  Government  were  justified  in 
taking  a  very  serious  view  of  Major  Biown'f 
conduct  in  this  question.  But  he  thought 
the  only  way  the  Council  could  uphold  Uajoc 
Brown's  character  was  by  upholding  the  lepolt 
of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  UaDM 
the  Government,  for  any  action  they  had  tatea 
they  had  no  doubt  taken  in  good  faith.  At  tb» 
same  time  it  was  possible  they  had  committed 
an  error  of  judgment.  The  Petitions  Commit- 
tee had  considered  -the  matter  well,  and  had 
brought  down  a  report,  which  he  thought  shonU 
be  agreed  to.  They  reoommendad  that  ths 
matter  should  be  referred  to  an  indepeodat 
tribunal, — to  which  he  thought  every  man  hid 
a  right  if  he  demanded  it.  He  would  likt  ta 
suggest  to  the  Council  to  leave  out  the  irotdl 
"for  their  consideration,"  and  to  insert  the 
words,  "  indicating  that,  in  the  opinion  of  ths 
Council, .  early  effect  should  be  given  to  tht 
recommendation  contained  in  the  report."  Ht 
thought  a  man  at  Major  Brown's  age  shanld 
not  be  placed  in  the  position  of  being  debamd 
from  following  his  vocation,  if  the  decision  o( 
the  tribunal  was  in  his  favour,  and  he  troitad 
the  Colonial  Secretary  would  not  object  to  the 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  if  to 
honourable  gentleman  meant  the  report  of  the 
tribunal  to  which  the  case  might  be  referred,  at 
not.  Unless  this  was  made  clear  they  mi^  hs 
placed  in  an  awkward  position. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  sud  it  was  tii* 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  that 
was  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  thought  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  incon- 
testable, because  the  question  to  be  considend 
now  was,  whether  any  Englishman  who  had 
been  accused  should  be  punished  i^puiminionsly 
for  an  alleged  offence  without  bemg  allowed  a .  i 
hearing,  and  without  having  an  opportunity  ot  i 
making  a  statemjsnt  in  his  own  defsDoe.  He  - 
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littd  Dot  read  thiongh  the  papers,  and  so  oonid 
not  see  exactly  how  the  whole  aSair  originated, 
but  he  had  a  suspicion,  after  glancing  at  some 

'of  the  letters  shown  him,  that  there  was  a  very 
strong  departmental  tinee  about  the  whole 
thing.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Govem- 
znent  had  been  hurried  into  the  position  by 
departmental  prejudice  in  the  matter.  They 
all  knew  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  too 
much  departmental  Eeal  in  certain  matters, 

'«nd  that  a  department  sometimes  wanted  to 
deal  precipitately  with  a  matter  without  proper 
Consideration.  He  would  not  say  that  it  was 
00  in  this  case,  but  that  was  the  strong  sus- 
picion engendered  in  his  mind  on  looking 
through  these  papers.  Now,  they  had  all  felt, 
in  receding  old  stories  of  men  being  imprisoned 
^thont  being  allowed  to  say  a  word  in  their 

°«wn  defence,  the  intense  agony  these  men 
must  have  suffered  from  the  homeless  inability 
of  speech  or  action  when  their  liberty  and 
fheir  character  were  at  stake;  and  he  could 
conceive  that  it  would  be  equal  agony  to  any 
man  who  was,  as  In  the  present  case,  igno- 
miniously  punished  vritbont  trial.  For  it  wsts 
ignominious  punishment  that  was  inflicted  on 
Major  Brown.  He  did  not  know  him,  nor  did 
be  profess  to  have  mastered  his  case ;  but  he 
tnnst  be  suffering  an  intense  sense  of  wrong, 

-owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  been  ignomini- 
ously  punished  without  his  being  able  to  open 
bis  month — an  agony  similar  to  that  of  the 

'man  who  was  thrust  into  gaol  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  for  himself.  That 
was  the  point  which  they  all  felt  to  be  a 
terrible  thing,  and  he  thought  bis  honourable 
friends   on  that  bench  would   not   wish  any 

•man  to  be  put  in  such  a  position  as  that.     All 

■  that  the  report  of  the  Committee,  as  he  under- 
stood, said  was  this :  that  this  man  had  not 
had  a  fair  hearing,  and  that  they  asked  that 

'  he  shoald  have  a  fair  hearing.    He  took  that 

'  to  be  the  position. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  quite  ap- 
proved of  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  was  glad  to  hear 
his  honourable  friend  say  so,  because  he  haA 
feared  the  Qovemment  was  going  to  oppose 

'the  report  of  the  Committee.  He  had  given 
his  reasons  for  supporting  the  amendment,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  unanimously  adopted, 
'because  the  point  the  Committee  had  affirmed 

.was  that  sentence  had  been  passed  upon  a  man 
who  it  now  appeared  had  not  had  a  hearing,  or 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  for  himself. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.   BUCKLE"?    had    ei- 

'  plained  his  reasons  for  moving  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate;  but  it  seemed  that  they  were 
not  understood.    It  was  because  of  the  fierce 

'  attack  made  by  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 

■OoTemment. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIB  STEWART  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  put  some  new  docu- 
ments on  the  table. 

-      The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  ha  had 

'pnt  no  papers  on  the  table  whatever. 

'     The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— Then, 

:  A  lepott. 


The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  no  further 
report  had  been  laid  npon  the  table.  He  had 
handed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  some  papers  of  a 
confidential  character,  for  his  own  perusal.  If 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  wished  to  see  them  be 
could  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RlOa  said  that  so  much  bad 
been  said  on  the  question  that  he  now  felt  it  to 
be  bis  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  to 
say  something  upon  the  matter.  As  regarded 
the  matters  referred  to,  be  considered  they 
were  not  trying  this  man  for  any  past  offence : 
this  never  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Council  at  all.  They  had  to  decide  on  a 
petition  presented  to  them.  He  would  say 
that  his  first  vote  was  against  the  report  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council.  On  the  second  occasion, 
after  hearing  the  evidence  of  Judge  Kettle, — 
and  this  was  the  gentleman  who  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Oovemment, — 
ho  gained  sufBoient  knowledge  to  enable  him 
conscientiously  to  reverse  his  previous  opinion, 
and  vote  in  favour  of  the  report  that  was  sub- 
sequently submitted.  He  thought  that  this 
Major  Brown  bad  been  treated — to  put  it 
very  mildly — in  a  most  harsh  manner.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  man  had  been  treated  as 
a  man  should  have  been,  under  the  circum- 
stances. Supposing  he  had  been  guilty,  the 
punishment  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to 
the  offence ;  but,  as  it  turned  out,  he  was  not 
guilty  of  any  dishonourable  action,  or  anything 
but  what  nineteen  out  of  twenty  interpreters 
in  the  colony  might  have  been  guilty  of  through 
ignorance.  He  put  the  question  himself  to 
Judge  Kettle  whether  the  declaration  that  waa 
submitted  to  the  Trust  Commissioner  was 
literally  and  truly  translated,  and  the  Judge 
said  it  was.  He  asked  him,  Was  it  suggested 
that  Major  Brown  was  guilty  of  dishonest  con- 
duct, or  of  complicity  in  any  dishonest  trans- 
action ?  and  Judge  Kettle  said,  "  No."  He 
absolved  him  from  any  imputation  of  the  sort. 
That  being  so,  it  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him 
(Mr.  Bigg)  that  the  whole  point  at  issue  rested 
on  a  question  of  Judge-made  law.  The  Judge 
had  determined  that  an  interpreter  must  give 
to  his  client  the  information  which  he  possessed 
if  that  information  was  contrary  to  the  facts 
stated  in  the  declaration.  Major  Brown  ex- 
plained this  by  saying  that  he  considered  the 
payment  made  to  an  agent  was  payment  made 
to  a  principal ;  and  that  was  the  way  any  man 
looking  at  it  from  a  common-sense  point  of 
view  would  look  at  such  a  transaction.  The 
whole  question  at  issue  was  as  to  whether  an 
interpreter  was  supposed  to  give  his  client  other 
information  in  bis  possession,  or  whether  it  was 
his  duty  to  properly  and  truly  translate  the 
document  put  before  him :  that  was  the  point 
at  issue,  and  that  could  only  be  decided  by  the 
inquiry  asked  for.  He  considered  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  should  be  favourably 
considered  by  tbe  Council.  It  was  not  right 
that  a  man  should  be  convicted  under  such 
circumstances  without  having  an  opportunity 
of  defending  himself. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  he 
WM  not  piecent  when   «be  Attomey-OeneiAl 
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WM  ipeaJdng  that  afternoon,  bat  be  ondet- 
stood  £e  brought  further  ohatges  against  Major 
Brown. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  8TBWABT.— Or 
insinuations? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT.— Then, 
I  have  been  misinformed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  had  said  he 
made  no  charges  whatever,  nor  did  he  intend 
to  make  any. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOB.— But  yon  re- 
ferred to  some. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  referred 
to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  under- 
stood  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
Major  Brown  had  done  something  wrong  on  a 
previous  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
honoorable  gentleman  referred  to  evidence 
brought  forward  before  the  Committee,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  characterized  it  he  did 
not  wish  to  refer  to,  but,  at  any  rate,  he  said 
there  was  an  unwarrantable  means  adopted  of 
bringing  this  evidence  before  the  Committee 
for  we  purpose  of  influencing  them;  and  he 
(Sir  P.  A.  Buckley)  had  said  that  subject  had 
been  inquired  into  on  a  former  occasion.  He 
would  not  have  referred  to  it  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  done  so. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said  he 
referred  to  it  because,  as  a  last  resource,  the 
Premier  had  referred  to  it.  He  put  the  ques- 
tion to  the  Premier  when  in  Committee,  on 
what  grounds  he  dismissed  Major  Brown,  and 
the  Premier  said,  "  For  giving  a  false  transla- 
tion, or  interpretation,  of  the  document."  He 
then  asked  the  Premier  whether  any  further 
grounds  influenced  him,  and  after  some  hesi- 
tation he  said  there  were  further  grounds.  He 
(Mr.  Stewart)  asked  him  to  satisfy  them  what 
they  were,  and  the  answer  he  got  was  that  the 
man  was  of  a  very  bad  character.  He  asked 
him  on  what  grounds  he  based  the  charge  of 
bad  character;  the  Premier  then  referred  to 
somebody  who  was  present — Mr.  Sheridan,  he 
thought — with  reference  to  the  report  brought 
np  by  Sir  Willieun  Pox,  and,  upon  this  report 
being  examined,  instead  of  its  reflecting  on 
Major  Brown  in  any  way  whatever,  if  anything 
it  tended  in  Major  Brown's  favour.  He  was 
extremely  glad  that  the  Premier  gave  his  evi- 
dence, because  the  absolute  hollowness  of  the 
whole  proceedings  were  thoroughly  exposed, 
and  a  more  arbitrary  and  harsh  proceeding  he 
hoped,  at  all  events,  would  never  be  committed 
in  this  colony,  and  he  hoped  the  Qovernment 
— he  did  not  wish  to  give  advice,  because  he 
knew  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
take  it — would  not  attempt  any  similar  pro- 
ceedings in  this  colony ;  otherwise  the  publio 
service  would  be  utterly  demoralised.  No 
man  would  be  able  to  call  his  soul  his  own. 
He  did  not  know  Major  Brown ;  until  he  came 
before  the  Committee  the  other  day  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  him ;  but  he  was  struck 
.irith  the  insatiable  desire  apparently  mani- 
Eon,  W.  Dovmie  Stewart 


tested  b;^  some  parties  who  appeared  there  to 
crush  this  man,  and  tha  attempt  made  \sy  on* 
party  who  was  present  as  a  witness  he  thougfat 
was  not  at  all  creditable;  but  it  was  only  ait 
illustration  of  what  might  happen  to  a  maa 
who  chose  to  assert  himself.  He  hoped  tbs 
lesson  given  in  this  instance  would  be  of  soma 
benefit  to  other  members  of  the  communitv. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  said'  i,ba 
Hon.  Mr.  Bolt  had  put  the  case  very  fairly 
to  the  Council.  It  was  a  question  aboat  ^viatf 
Major  Brown  an  <^portnnity  of  having  a  trid 
before  a  dTudge.  Be  did  not  think  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stewart  was  doing  the  best  in  the  interests 
of  justice  by  prejudging  the  case.  His  honour- 
able friend  was  prejudging  the  case,  ajid  thati 
he  considered,  was  not  in  accordance  with 
what  was  considered  to  be  the  best  way  of 
arriving  at  a  just  decision.  His  coUeagae  (Sic 
P.  A.  Buckley)  had  referred  to  the  langnogs 
which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  made  use  dt 
yesterday.  The  honourable  gentleman  mads 
an  attack  on  the  Government,  and  he  hai 
made  another  attack  to-day,  respecting  tba 
evidence  given  before  the  Select  Committee  cl 
the  Council  on  a  former  occasion,  which  ha 
(Mr.  Stewart)  thought  should  never  have  been 
given  at  all.  Now,  he  understood  the  whola 
of  the  evidence  had  not  been  taken  down  ia 
shorthand,  and  was  not  available  for  the  Coiia> 
cil  to  make  use  of,  or  to  justify  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  denouncing  it  as  evidence  that 
should  never  have  been  given.  The  Hon.  Sir 
P.  A.  Buckley  had  referred  to  that  evidence  to> 
day  OS  one  of  the  matters  which  the  QovenH 
ment  would  of  course  take  into  consideratioa 
when  considering  what  to  do  with  the  inter- 
preter who  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 
That  was  all  he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  had  got  fa> 
say  about  the  matter.  He  had  not  prejudged 
the  case.  He  understood  that  the  consen- 
sus of  opinion — the  opinion  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  honourable  members — was  in  favooe 
of  this  case  going  to  this  other  tribunal ;  and 
the  Government  did  not  intend  to  divide  ths 
Council  on  the  question,  because  they  only 
wanted  to  see  the  thing  done  fairly.  The  Go- 
vernment were  quite  able  to  show  that  in  tiiis 
case  they  did  not  act  harshly  or  with  cruelty, 
and  that  the  statements  to  that  eSect  wei* 
not  warranted  by  the  facts  which  had  coma 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  Select  Committea 
of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  it  was  reason- 
able in  the  interests  of  Major  Brown  that  ha 
should  state  that  ho  had  not  the  honour  of 
the  gentleman's  personal  acquaintance,  and 
he  had  never  spoken  a  word  to  him  in  his 
life.  Therefore,  in  speaking  as  he  had  dona 
yesterday,  he  was  actuated  merely  by  feelingi 
of  sympathy  with  an  old  soldier  to  whom  he 
thought  wrong  was  being  done.  His  reason  tat 
making  this  statement  was  that  it  appeared 
some  honourable  members  had  thought  that 
his  exceptional  warmth  in  speaking  as  he  did 
was  due  to  personal  attachment  to  Major 
Brown.  The  fact  wu  that  they  had  been  ia 
the  service  together  in  the  same  country,  but  ha 
had  never  spoken  to  this  gentleman  in  his  Ufa; 
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bib  hMl  exactly  the  same  interest  in  him  as  he 
would  have  in  the  commonest  private  soldier 
who  had  served  anywhere.  The  whole  thing 
seemed  to  him  to  be  entirely  simple.  What  was 
the  ooBtom  in  this  case  ?  Was  an  interpreter 
to  interpret  merely,  or  was  he  to  perform  every 
other  part  of  an  agency  business  ?  He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  an  interpreter's  business  to 
honestly  interpret  whatever  he  was  ceJled  upon 
to  interpret,  and  that  when  he  had  done  that 
he  had  done  his  duty.  That  was  the  source  of 
his  warmth.  He  spoke  also  from  the  conviction 
that  this  was  one  of  those  oases  of  which  they 
had  many  illustratioDs  in  contemporary  history 
— that  this  was  one  of  those  unfortunate  men 
who  were  always  triunpled  upon ;  aai  that  kind 
of  man  always  excited  his  sympathy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  as  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  seen  fit  to  explain  the 
sooroe  of  his  warmth,  he  thought  it  was  as 
well  that  he  should  explain  the  source  of  his 
(Mr.  Mantell's)  coolness.  It  was  this :  that, 
while  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  Major  Brown,  he  (Mr.  ManteUJ 
bad  known  him  for  fifty  years,  and  he  had 
seen  nothing  at  eJl  to  shake  his  confidence  in 
him;  and  therefore  it  wets  that  he  not  only 
wished  him  to  have  a  fair  trial,  but  that  he 
was  perfectly  confident  the  result  would  be  in 
his  favour. 

Motion  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BILL. 

TS  COHMI'ITICB. 

Clause  7. — ^Number  of  hands  for  coastal  or 
intercolonial-trade  vessels. 

"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  deemed  to 
affect  steamers  plying  within  river  limits  only." 

On  the  amendment  made  by  the  Labour 
Bills  Committee  by  striking  out  the  word 
*'  only  "  to  insert  "  or  extended  river  limits," 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question 
"  That  the  word  '  only '  stand  part  of  the 
olanse." 

AzBS,  6. 
Bolt  Jenkinson  Bigg. 

Bndcley  Montgomery 

Nois,  21. 
Aoland  McLean  Shrimski 

Bcucniooat  Morris  Stewart 

Bonax  Oliver  Swanson 

Qsaoe  Peacock  Taiaroa 

JenningB  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Kelly  Reynolds  Whitmore 

MacGregor        Richardson        Whyte. 
Majority  for,  16. 

Word  omitted,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. — Wages  on  vessels  on  time  agree- 
ment to  be  paid  monthly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  on  the  first  day,"  in  order  to  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof, "  not  later  than  the  seventh  day." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  elanse." 


Bamiooat 

Bolt 

Buckley 


Aoland 

Bonar 

McLean 

Oliver 

Peacock 


Ana,  9. 
Jennings 
Kelly 
Kerr 

Nobs,  14. 
Pharasyn 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Shrimski 
Stewart 


Montgomery 
Morris 


Swanson 
Taiaroa 
Walker,  L. 
Whitmore, 


Majority  against,  6, 

Words  stmok  oat. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved,  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Atibb,  10. 

Bolt 

Jennings 

Morris 

Buckley 

Kerr 

Rigg 

Feldvrick 

Montgomery 

Stewart. 

Jenkinson 

Noes,  18. 

Acland 

Oliver 

Shrimski 

Barniooat 

Ormond 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Peacock 

Walker,  L 

Bowen 

Pharazyn 
Reynolds 

Whitmore 

MacGregor 

Whyte 

McLean 

Richardson 

Williams. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clause  17. — Offences  of  seamen  and  appren- 
tices, and  their  punishments. 

Subsection  (6). — ^Assault  on  officers;  im> 
prisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  weeks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved  to  strike  out 
"twelve  weeks,"  with  a  view  to  insert  "six 
months." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Atbs,  9. 

Bolt  Jenkinson  Morris 

Buokley  Jennings  Bigg 

Feldwiok  Montgomery  Stewart. 

Nosa,  13. 
Aoland  McLean  Richardson 

Bamiooat  Peacock  Swanson 

Bonar  Pharazyn  Walker,  L. 

Bowen  Reynolds  Williams. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Words  struck  oat,  and  amendment  agreed 
to. 

BiU  reported,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjoomed  at  twenty  nunntet 
past  eleven  p.m. 
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HOUSE   OP  EEPBESENTATIVE8. ) 
Friday,  19th  October,  1894, 

Beeond  Beading— Thiid  Beading— Bills  diiobarged— 
Little  Barrier  laland  Pnichaae  Bill— Post  Office 
Bill— Ballance  Memorial— Hospitals  and  Chari- 
table Institutions  Bill  — Native  Iiand  Conrt 
Certificate  Confirmation  Bill— Native  Lands 
Claims  and  Boundaxies  Adjnstment  and  Titles 
Empoirering  Bill— Native  Land  (Validation  ot 
TiUes)  Bill— Banking  Bill. 

Mr.   Speaker  took   the  chair  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock. 

Pbaixbs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINa. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation 
Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARQED. 
Rating  of  Crown  Lands  Bill,  Fencing  Bill, 
Mining  Districts  Land  Occupation  Bill,  Beet- 
root Sugar  Bill,  Employers'  Private  Benefit 
Society  Bill. 

LITTLE  BARRIER  ISLAND  PURCHASE 
BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  HEEE  said  ho  desired  to  raise  a  point 
of  order:     He  contended  that  the  Bill  was  a 

grivate  Bill,  and  he  asked  the  decision  of  Mr. 
peaker  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  introduced. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.  — My  opinion  is  that  the 

'System  of  private- Bill  legislation  does  not 
apply,  and  was  not  meant  to  apply,  to  Native 
lands  or  Native  persons.  Their  lands,  gene- 
rally speaking,  are  held  under  special  tenure. 
The  Crown,  in  assuming  the  sovereignty  of 
New  Zealand,  undertook  the  guardianship  and 

'  protection  of  the  persons  and  properties  of  the 
Native  inhabitants ;  and,  in  dealing  with  their 
lands,  there  has  always  been  a  special  system 
of  land-laws,  altogether  distinct  from  the  sys- 
tem for  Europeans.  Consequently  the  system 
of  private-Bill  legislation  does  not  apply.  Par- 
liament has  delegated  its  powers  to  special 
Courts  for  the  investigation  of  title  to  lands 
and  the  ascertainment  of  the  rightful  owners ; 
but  it  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  thereby  divested 
itself  of  its  supreme  authority  in  relation  to 
land  held  by  the  Natives  whenever  it  chooses 
to  exercise  it.  In  the  present  case,  it  is  a 
matter  of  public  interest  that  this  particular 
island  should  become  Crown  property;  and  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  who  are  the  guardians  and  trustees  of 
the  Natives,  would  see  them  wronged  in  the 
slightest  degree.  I  understand  the  great  bulk 
of  the  owners  agree  to  the  islemd  being  pur- 
chased by  the  Crown,  and  that  there  is,  as 
usual,  a  dissenting  minority,  which  renders  it 
necesse^  that  Parliament  should  interpose, 
and,  whilst  recognising  the  rights  of  a  minority, 
however  small,  it  will  also  take  care  that  the 
rights  of  the  majority  are  not  OTerbome  by  the 


minority.  The  power  of  Parliament  is  invoked 
not  in  aid  of  private  parties,  but  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  public. 

Mr.  HEKE  desired  to  say  that  the  title  of 
the  land  in  question  had  been  registered  imder 
•'  The  Land  Transfer  Act,  1885." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  pointed  out  that  this  was  not 
Native  land,  but  land  held  under  a  Crown 
grant. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  land  belonged  to 
the  Natives,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  a 
case  for  legislation  by  a  private  Bill.  He  had 
given  his  decision  on  the  matter  to  that  effeet. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  put  on  record  ia 
Bansard  the  promise  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  made  in  Committee  in  regard  to  this  BilL 
He  had  asked  the  Minister  whether  ha  had 
agreed  to  appoint  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate — 
Mr.  Northoroft — to  inquire  into  any  grievanoee 
that  Tenetahi  had  in  respect  to  this  purchase, 
a  special  grievance  being  that  he  had  not  been 
paid  certain  costs  in  connection  with  the  ao- 
quiring  of  the  title,  and,  if  it  were  found  that 
these  had  not  been  paid,  that  TenetSLbi  should 
be  recouped  the  money  expended  in  acquiring 
the  title.  The  Minister  had  answered  him  in 
the  affirmative  on  that  question,  and  he  would 
like  to  have  it  recorded  in  Hansard. 

Mr.  BELL  also  wished  to  record  his  piotest 
against  the  passing  of  measures  of  this  kind. 
He  did  not  dispute  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling,  hot 
he  thought  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be 
amended  so  as  to  give  the  Maoris  the  sanae  pro- 
tection as  the  Europeans  had.  Every  state- 
ment made  in  the  preamble  to  the  Bill  might 
or  might  not  be  true,  but  the  recitals  in  the 
preaoiDle  to  an  Act  of  Parliament  were  concln- 
sive  evidence  of  the  facts  there  stated,  and  the 
House  WOE  here  accepting,  without  evidence,  all 
the  facts  given.  There  were  only  one  or  two 
members  in  the  House  who  knew  anything  as 
to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and,  that  being  so, — ^he 
was  speaking  quite  apart  from  the  merits  of 
the  particular  transaction,  as  he  knew  nothinc 
whatever  about  it;  but  assuming  as  he  dia 
that  the  document  recited  what  was  true, — he 
protested  against  the  precedent  which  was  hen 
carried  to  an  extreme,  and  beyond  any  Bill  he 
had  ever  seen  in  connection  with  Native  mat- 
ters. The  House  had  provided  a  tribunal  to 
which  all  Bills  dealing  with  the  private  rights 
of  Europeans  must  be  referred,  and  he  sob- 
mitted  wat  the  sooner  they  gave  the  Nativei 
in  respect  to  their  lands,  property,  and  moneys 
the  same  protection  as  they  gave  to  the  other 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty  the  sooner  would  tiiey 
be  doing  ^at  was  just  and  right  to  their  felloir- 
subjects  of  the  Native  race. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  desired  to  protest  against 
the  passing  of  this  measure,  whioh  was  on 
extraordinary  one.  He  did  not  agree  with  it 
at  all,  as  no  doubt  this  was  a  surprise  sprung 
upon  the  Natives  interested  in  the  island. 
Undoubtedly  a  surprise  was  sprang  on  the 
Native  owners  of  the  Little  Banter  Island  by 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
and  by  its  being  forced  through  at  such  a  late 
stage  of  the  session.  The  owners  had  bean  pot 
to  the  expense  of  fighting  lot  the  land  in  the 
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Kative  Land  Ooart.    There  had  been  seTeral 

I         tehearinge  of  the  oose.    Tenetahi  himself  had 

undertaken  to  pay  all  enenses  in  connection 

with  the  rehearing,  and  he  had  lost  the  large 

I         Bum  in  legal  ezpenaes  and  Court  fees  of  £700. 

The  offer  made  to  him  by  the  representative 

of  the  Oovemment  for  his  intereet  wu  only 

i^.OOO;  and  he  might  say  that  he  agreed  to 

sign  the  deed  and  to  take  the  sum  of  £8,000 

I         as  parohase-money  for  the  Little  Barrier  Island, 

I         Tinder  a  condition  which  he  would  read.    In 

the  first  place,  Tenetahi  was  reqnested  by  Mr. 

Tole  to  sell  the  Little  Barrier  to  the  Govem- 

ment,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so  for  the  sum  of 

£7,000,  Mr.  Tole  did  not  agree  to  give  him  that 

«am,  but  offered  £3,000,  and  Tenetahi  agreed 

"to  sell  the  island  for  that  snm,  on  t)ie  following 

eondition.    He  would  read  the  condition  : — 

"  It  is  hereby  understood  that  in  signing  the 
-deed  transterricg  Hautnra  to  the  Queen  no 
money  (consideration)  is  to  be  paid  to  any  of 
-the  owners  until  all  of  them  sign  the  said 
!  transfer," — he  might  say  that  this  portion  of 
the  conditions  undoubtedly  led  Tenetahi  to 
believe  that  the  representative  of  the  Crown 
would  fulfil  the  condition,  and  he  (Mr.  Heke) 
believed  it  was  mainly  on  this  condition  that 
Tenetahi  attached  his  name  to  the  document. 
Then  it  went  on  to  say, — "  and  that  if  all  the 
other  said  owners  consent  to  Tenetahi  receiving 
the  whole  of  the  said  money  (£8,000)  the  same 
■hall  be  paid  to  him  for  distribution  amongst 
all  of  the  owners  according  to  their  respective 
shares." 

He  wished  to  tell  the  Hoase  that  this  Native 
was  undoubtedly  deceived  by  the  Oovemment 
agent  when  obtaining  his  signature  to  the  deed 
of  1891,  because,  if  it  were  not  for  this  condi- 
tion, Tenetahi  would  never  have  had  his  name 
attached  to  that  deed,  and  if  Tenetahi  had 
not  signed  his  name  to  any  deed  this  Little 
Barrier  Island  would  not  have  been  sold  to  the 
Grown.  He  would  like  to  inform  the  House 
that  Te  Bahni,  who  was  one  of  the  owners  who 
did  not  receive  a  portion  of  the  money,  was 
Tenetahi's  wife ;  and  Ngapeka,  who  was  also 
one  of  the  owners,  and  who  had  not  signed  the 
deed  at  all,  was  Tenetahi's  daughter.  She 
stood  out.  The  fact  of  Tenetahi  not  taking  the 
£8,000  was  quite  sufficient  to  give  the  House  to 
understand  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  Oo- 
Yemment  failing  to  fulfil  that  condition ;  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  he  no  doubt  urged 
upon  his  family  not  to  accept  any  moneys 
offered  to  them  by  the  Oovemment.  He  (Mr. 
Heke)  ihonghk  it  wits  a  breach  of  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  Oovemment  representative,  and, 
if  that  was  so,  the  whole  agreement  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  wsute  paper.  He  believed, 
himself,  that  the  Native  Land  Court  and  the 
Deeds  B^istry  Office  considered  the  agreement 
•igned  by  Tenetahi  and  other  Natives  in  1891 
^vdte  valueless.  However,  this  Bill  was  incsn- 
•istent  with  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi ;  and  he 
Intended  to  raise  the  whole  point  of  that  Treaty, 
aa  it  was  far  better  for  the  Natives  themselves 
«o  understand  wheUier  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, 
\rhiob  was  entered  into  in  good  faith  by  the 
MatiTe  «lii«ft  and  Her  Majesty  the  Qaeen,  wm 


to  be  respected  or  not.  It  would  be  better  for 
the  Natives  to  understand  whether  the  Qovern* 
ment  of  New  Zealand  or  the  Imperial  Oovern> 
ment  considered  that  the  Treaty  was  to  be 
respected  at  all  or  not,  and,  if  it  was  not,  the 
whole  thing  from  beginning  to  end  wm  a  shun 
and  a  delusion.  In  1840,  when  the  Treaty  was 
brought  before  the  Natives  at  Waitangi,  every 
Native  understood  that  the  Treaty  was  to  be 
respected  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  by  the 
Natives,  and  also  by  every  representative  of  the 
Crown  in  New  Zealand.  Looking  at  the  action 
of  the  Oovemment  with  reference  to  this  Bill 
before  the  House,  and  other  Bills  affecting  the 
Natives  which  had  been  confirmed,  he  thought 
that  the  Oovemment  must  consider  that  that 
Treaty  was  waste  paper.  Therefore  he  re- 
peated that  the  Natives  in  1840  were  deceived 
by  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty.  He 
wished  to  say  that  the  power  lay  with  the  Qo- 
vemor,  although  he  might  not  use  it,  under  the 
Instructions  issued  in  1892,  not  to  give  his  assent 
to  any  Bill  the  provisions  of  which  seemed  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  any 
treaty.  Now,  this  was  undoubtedly  inconsis- 
tent with  the  conditions  set  out  in  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi.  Those  Instructions  stated  clearly 
that  before  the  Governor  gave  his  assent  to 
any  such  Bill  he  had  to  forward  that  Bill  for 
the  direct  assent  of  Her  Majesty.  -However,  he 
would  say  nothing  further  except  to  express 
his  intention  of  protesting  in  the  direction  he 
had  referred  to. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said,  with  regard  to  what 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  had  stated  as  to  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi, he  had  his  own  views  on  that,  and  he 
knew  that  many  other  members  of  the  HouM 
had  also  their  own  views  upon  it.  He  thought, 
himself,  that  the  Natives  had  been  very  well 
treated ;  and  that  fact  was  proved  by  the  House 
having  to  listen  te  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  last  spoken  on  the  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce,  what  he  had  stated  in  Commit- 
tee he  would  state  again  in  the  House,  and  that 
was  that  he  would  appoint  Mr.  Northcroft,  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict, to  make  a  full  and  careful  inquiry  into  the 
amounts  that  this  Native  Tenetahi  had  paid  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  title  to  this  Little 
Barrier  Island,  and,  when  the  Magistrate  had 
made  his  report,  any  proportionate  share  that 
should  have  been  paid  by  the  Natives  who  had 
already  been  paid  by  the  Crown  would  be  paid 
if  any  was  found  to  be  due. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  to  the  effect  that 
at  that  late  period  of  the  session  theCommittee 
had  not  sufficient  time  to  give  this  Bill  careful 
consideration.  He  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  next  day. 

The  House  divided. 
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Atss,  iO. 

Buddo  Joyce  Pinkertop 

Baiok  Kelly,  W.  Piruii 

Cadm«A  IjftrnMh  Beerea 

Camell  Lawiy  Saunders 

Carroll  Maddntoah  Seddon 

Colling  MoOowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Growther  McKenzie,  J.  Sterens 

Duncan  McKensie,  B.  Thompson 

Flatxnan  McNab  Ward 

Ouinness  Millar  Willis. 

Harris  Mills 

Hogg  Mon^omery  Tellen. 

Houston  Morrison  McLachlan 

Hutchison,  W.  O'Regan  Meredith. 

Noes,  22. 

Bell  Lang  Stout 

Button  Mackenzie,  T.  Tanner 

Duthie  Masse^  Te  Ao 

Barnahaw  McOuire  Wilson. 

Graham  Mitchelaon 

Green  Newman  TtlUn. 

Hutchison,  G.   Russell,  W.  B.  Allen 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Smith,  G.  J.  Buchanan. 
Majority  for,  18. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

BALLAKOE  MEMOBIAI.. 

Mr.  G.  Hutchison  brought  up  the  foUow- 
ing  report  from  the  Joint  House  Committee : — 

"The  Joint  House  Committee  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  the 
following  resolution,  which  they  recommend 
for  adoption  by  the  House,  namely:  *In  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  no  monument 
should  be  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  Parlia- 
ment Buildings  unless  in  the  form  of  a  statue 
of  not  less  than  life  sise ;  but,  if  it  be  desired 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  by  a  bust,  there  is  no  objection  to  a 
•oitable  situation  being  given  in  the  Parliament 
BnUdings.'" 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  He 
believed  there  were  sufficient  funds  to  provide 
a  statue  of  life  size.  In  regard  to  the  contract 
very  little  had  been  done,  so  far  as  he  under- 
stood. He  felt  sure  he  was  speaking  the  aJmost 
nnanimous  voice  of  honourable  members  in 
tmsting  that  the  managing  committee  would 
meet  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House,  and  change  the  memorial  from  the 
monument  intended  to  a  life-sized  statue,  and 
put  it  in  the  Parliament  Grounds. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  was  vary  sorry  that  the 
motion  had  been  brought  up  in  that  form, 
becauae  it  was  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
committee  had  gone  carefully  into  the  matter, 
and  had  selected  a  certain  monument;  and, 
not  only  did  the  present  proposal  set  aside 
all  the  committee's  work,  but  he  questioned 
whether  they  could  get  aufBcient  funda  to  erect 
a  statue.  The  result  would  be  simply  to  ex- 
clude the  monument  from  the  Parliament 
Grounds.  That  was  what  the  report  meant, 
and  nothing  else.  He  did  not  think  it  should 
be  excluded  from  the  Parliament  Grounds ; 
there  was  nothing  wrong  with  it,  and  he  thought 


it  ought  to  be  allowed.  He  thetebwe  shonld 
vote  against  the  adoption  of  the  report.  He 
would  alao  like  to  know  whether  the  minutes 
of  the  Committee  had  been  bron^t  ap,  as  was 
required  to  be  done  by  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  minatee  bad 
not  been  brought  up,  because  thece  was  only 
one  resolution  proposed — that  now  reported— 
and  it  had  been  carried  almost,  if  not  ^uite^ 
unanimously  by  the  Committee.  The  opmioii 
of  the  Committee  was  that  the  memorid  pro- 
posed was  quite  unsuited  for  erection  in  the 
grounds  of  Parliament  Buildings,  and,  indnwl, 
was  not  worthy  the  memory  of  the  late  M& 
Ballance. 

Mr.  PIBANI  did  not  think  that  anybody  whs 
had  seen  the  design  would  think  of  recon* 
mending  that  the  monument  should  be  areoted 
in  the  Parliament  Grounds,  espeoially  wii^ 
the  Committee  had  an  offer  from  a  sonlpto^ 
who  had  done  good  work  at  Home,  and  irii* 
held  the  medal  of  the  Boyal  Academy,  to  vc^ 
duoe  a  life-sized  statue  for  the  memoxial  in 
question  at  exactly  the  same  cost.  Ha  was 
ym  glad  the  Committee  had  refused,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  the  members,  if  they  saw  the  pn>- 
poaed  memorial,  would  back  up  the  refasal  ol 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  that  the  proposed 
refusal  waa  the  very  best  thing  that  could 
happen.  He  would,  however,  suggest  whetbec 
it  waa  not  worthy  that  Parliament  should  vx>ta 
such  a  Bum  as  might  be  required  for  a  suitable 
memorial  in  the  Parliament  Groonds  to  tiis 
late  Hon.  J.  BaUanoe. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  thought  it  was  a  pity  that 
a  statesman  who  had  rendered  such  great  ser- 
vices to  the  country  as  the  late  Mr.  Ballance 
had  rendered  should  not  have  a  monument  suit- 
able to  his  merit  to  perpetuate  his  znemoiy 
subscribed  by  tlie  people  of  the  colony.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  not  be  right  to  take  money  from 
the  public  funds  for  this  purpose,  bat  thooght 
that  even  now  sufficient  funds  could  be  ob- 
tained to  provide  a  suitable  monoment,  and 
that  it  shonld  be  erected  in  the  Parliament 
Grounds.  He  should  therefore  vote  against  the 
report. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  should  be  the  last  in 
the  House  who  would  do  anything  to  prevent 
anything  being  done  that  would  honoux  the 
memory  of  his  late  chief,  whose  memory  should 
be  deservedly  revered.  He  had  no  objection  ts 
a  memorial  being  placed  in  such  a  position  as 
would  do  honour  to  his  memory ;  but  he  did  not 
agree  with  placing  a  bust  upon  the  top  of  a 
monument,  as  was  proposed.  If  that  were  done 
it  would  simply  be  an  eyesore  for  all  time ;  and 
he  thought  something  better  should  be  doiA 
for  in  providing  something  better  they  would  ba 
only  doing  their  duty.  He  could  assure  th« 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R 
Stout)  that  the  Committee  had  adopted  the 
proper  courae.  He  had  himself  made  inquiry 
of  the  contractors  as  to  whether  any  expense 
had  been  already  incurred,  and  was  told  that 
praotioally  none  had  been ;  ao  that  they  would 
be  able  to  change  the  contract  and  arrange  for 
a  life-sized  statue  which  could  be  pLaoed  ia 
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tfaa  gionnda :  and  if  the  friends  of  other  eminent 
men  who  had  passed  away  desired  to  do  the 
same  foi  those  who  had  served  their  conntfy 
well,  that  might  be  done.  This  was  a  new  de- 
partuie,  and  he  thought  it  was  well  they  shonld 
be  oaisfnl  to  see  that  any  memorial  placed  in 
the  Parliament  Grounds  was  suitable.  He 
thought  there  was  money  available  to  do  what 
was  suggested,  and,  if  there  was  not,  he  felt 
sure  the  people  of  the  colony  would  not  let  the 
matter  rest,  but  would  give  sufficient  to  do 
honour  to  their  late    chief.    He   hoped   the 

motion  would  be  adopted  nna.tiimr.ni.1y 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HOSPITALS  AND  OHABITABLE  INSTITU- 
TIONS BILL. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
this  Bill  be  discharged." 

Ams,  86. 

Bell  Hall  Montgomery 

Boohanan  Harris  Newman 

Bnddo    ,  Hogg  Bussell,  W.  B. 

Button  '  Houston  Saunders 

Oainell  Lang  Seddon 

Gtoroll  Lamaoh  Smith,  Q.  3. 

Czowther  Maslin  Tanner 

Duncan  Massey  Thompson 

Dathie  McKenzie,  B.  Wilson. 

Flatman  McLaohlan  TeUera. 

Qrahom  Meredith  Eamshaw 

Oreen  Mills  Stevens. 

Ooinness 

NoKS,  26. 

Allen  Lawry  Pirani 

Bnick  Mackenzie,  T.  Beeves 

0*dman  Mackintosh  Smith,  E.  M. 

Oollins  McOowan  Stout 

Hntohison,Q.    MoOnite  Ward. 
Hntchison,  W.  MoNab 
Joyce                 Mitchdson  Tellers. 

Kelly,  3.  W.      Morrison  MiUar 

Kelly,  W.  Finkerton  O'Began. 

Pais. 

For.  Againtt. 
Oamcross.                   Te  Ao. 
Majority  for,  11. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  discharged. 

NATIVE  LAND  OOURT  OERTIPICATB 

OONPIBMATION  BILL. 
Ml.  SEDDON  said  this  BiU  provided  for  two 
matters — first,  that  a  Native  Land  Court  Judge 
might  be  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Validation 
Court.  Circumstances  had  arisen  from  time  to 
time  wltioh  made  it  desirable  that  this  power 
■honld  be  given,  as  there  were  some  Native 
Iiand  Court  Judges  who  were  very  competent 
fox  this  position,  and  who  could  be  trastea  with 
the  duties.  With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  Bill,  a  doubt  had  been  raised  as  to  the 
legality  or  otherwise  of  certain  transactions  on 
soeonnt  of  Judge  Barton,  who  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  validation  Ooort,  having  held 
»t  the  same  time  the  position  of  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  and  to  remove  that  doubt 
section  6  of  the  Bill  had  been  drafted.  He 
moved  the  second  reading. 


Sir  B.  STOUT  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  Bill.  Last  year  it  was  agreed  that 
a  Validation  Court  should  be  set  up,  and  after 
careful  consideration  it  was  provided  that  the 
]>erson  who  had  to  underttUce  the  duties  of 
Judge  should  be  one  who  was  a  thoroughly 
equipped  and  trained  man.  The  Premier 
seemed  to  think  that  this  validation  business 
was  like  Native  Land  Court  business ;  but  they 
had  no  relationship  at  all.  The  Validation 
Court  dealt  with  European  titles,  and  had  to 
see  whether  the  law  had  been  complied  with, 
and  whether  good  faith  had  been  kept.  Many 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  Judges  were  in- 
competent to  fill  this  position.  He  submitted 
that  there  was  no  need  for  the  Bill,  and  that 
it  would  open  the  door  to  all  kinds  of  trans- 
actions bemg  dealt  with,  and  to  the  law  being 
evaded.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  consent 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  as  he  felt 
sure  if  it  had  been  sent  to  the  Native  ASaiis 
Committee  it  would  have  been  put  into  a 
difierent  shape  from  its  present  shape.  In  the 
Act  of  last  year  it  was  provided  that  no  Judge 
should  be  appointed  unless  he  had  some 
security  of  tenure ;  and  what  was  proposed  in 
this  Bill  was  an  underpaid  Judge,  who  might  be 
removed  by  the  Gk}vemment  at  a  day's  notice. 
There  was  no  security  of  tenure.  He  might  be 
called  upon  to  deal  with  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds'  worth  of  European  property;  and 
why  should  a  Native  Land  Court  Judge  be 
appointed,  who  was  entirely  under  Ministerial 
control  ?  He  submitted  it  was  neither  just  nor 
right.  He  would  not  say  that  another  Judge 
should  not  be  appointed;  but  the  person  ap- 
pointed should  have  a  certain  security  of 
tenure,  and  be  a  thoroughly  equipped  and 
trained  man.  He  trusted  the  BiU  would  not 
be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  STEVENS  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  In  the  early  part  of  the  session  he 
had  asked  the  Native  Minister  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  establish  Validation  of  Titles 
Courts  on  the  west  coast  of  the  North  Island 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  as  well  as 
at  Poverty  Bay.  Considering  the  Poverty  Bay 
district  liad  had  a  Validation  of  Titles  Court 
for  the  past  twelve  months  it  was  the  right 
thing  to  have  them  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
also,  and  the  Minister  would  then  only  M 
dealing  fairly  and  justly  with  other  sec- 
tions of  the  colony.  On  the  west  coast  of  the 
North  Island,  and  in  the  Auckland  Province, 
there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  very  similar 
to  those  at  Poverty  Bay,  and  which  were  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  persons  owning 
property,  and  it  was  a  monstrous  thing  that 
they  should  have  to  go  on  from  year  to  year 
without  having  that  opportunity  of  redress  the 
House  could  give  them.  There  were  Magis- 
trates and  Native  Land  Court  Judges  who 
would  make  good  Validation  Court  Judges; 
and  what  was  wanted  was  not  necessarily  a 
professionally  -  trained  man,  but  one  with  a 
special  knowledge,  and  one  who  would  do 
justice  both  to  the  interests  of  Maoris  and  of 
Europeans.  It  was  not  wrong  but  in  keeping 
with  the  business  of  a  Native   Land  Court 
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Jadge  that  he  should  b«  empowered  toTOlidate 
titles,  ioasmueh  as  he  oocopied  the  powtion  of 
having  to  pass  any  transaonon  in  hii  capacity 
as  Native  Lands  Frauds  Praventioa  Oommis- 
sioner.  There  was  no  difference  whatever,  and 
he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  proceeded  with  and 
passed  throngh  all  its  stages  this  session. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  its 
present  form.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
did  not  see  any  serious  objection  to  clause  6, 
but  he  did  see  very  serious  objection  to  clauses 
S  and  i,  and,  if  the  Oovemment  did  not'agree 
to  amend  these  clauses  in  Committee,  they 
would  do  an  injury  to  the  colony,  as  the  ordi- 
nary Native  Land  Court  Judges  were  not  com- 
petent to  deal  with  complicated  cases,  or  with 
the  validation  of  titles.  With  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei,  he  was  no  doubt  desirous  that  a  Valida- 
tion Court  should  be  set  up  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  North  Island,  and  there  might  be  a  very 
large  number  of  titles  upon  the  west  coast 
which  required  validating  just  as  much  as  the 
cases  on  the  east  coast  did;  but  at  the  same 
time  there  might  be  some  titles  that  ought  not 
to  be  validated,  and,  if  there  were  such  a  large 
number  as  the  honourable  member  stated,  the 
Oovemment  ought  to  come  down  with  a  Bill 
empowering  them  to  appoint  another  Native 
Ijand  Title  Validating  Judge  :  but  he  would  not 
be  a  party  to  the  ordinary  Judges  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  being  allowed  to  take  the  position 
of  Judges  of  the  Validation  Court,  as  it  was 
not  in  the  interests  of  either  the  Natives  or 
the  Europeans  that  any  person  who  had  not  had 
legal  training  should  be  placed  in  such  a  re- 
sponsible position.  He  would  ask  the  House 
to  strike  out  clauses  8  and  i,  as,  if  left  in  the 
Bill  as  at  present  drafted,  they  would  do,  he 
considered,  a  great  injustice  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUTTON  hoped  that  the  Bill  would 
pass  into  law,  as  it  had  been  desired  for  a 
long  time,  the  benefit  anticipated  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Validation  Court  not  being 
complete.  To  obtain  that  benefit,  no  doubt,  it 
would  be  desirable,  if  priuiticable,  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  gentlemsbn  acquainted  with  the  law, 
and  having  a  legal  training.  In  many  instances 
throughout  the  colony  there  were  first-class 
men,  Resident  Magistrates  for  instance,  who 
were  quite  competent  to  discharge  their  duties, 
but  wno  had  not  had  a  legal  training.    Some 

4  90  °^  them  had  been  temporary  Magis- 
'  '  trates.  He  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  gentlemen  personally,  but  he  said  if  they 
were  suitable  for  that  position  they  were  suit- 
able for  the  other.  He  should  support  the 
Bill,  because  ha  knew  how  necessary  it  was 
that  the  Northern  Division  should  have  the 
benefit  of  a  Validation  Court.  Looking  to  the 
large  blocks  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  District  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  referred  to,  the 
Judge  that  had  been  specially  appointeid  to 
that  district  had  been  dealing  with  those  cases, 
which  were  of  the  greatest  magnitude;  and 
similar  oases  might  very  well  be  committed  to 
those  Judges.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
support  the  Bill,  which  was  lurgently  required. 
ilr.  Stevem 


Mr.  O.  HUTCHISOK  said  this  BiU  «m 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  reasons  addnoed 
for  passing  the  Bill  of  laat  year.  Every  rsasDD 
for  passing  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  a  resseo 
against  passing  this  one.  It  was  said,  sad 
rightly  said,  that  the  work  of  the  Validatien 
Court  was  work  which  required  peculiar  aUli^, 
not  such  as  that  of  the  ordinary  Native  Laad 
Court  Judge,  but  such  as  might  properly  qnalifr 
a  Judge  to  determine  the  largest  questions.  It 
was  in  the  interests  of  suitors  that  this  Comt 
should  be  presided  over  by  men  of  emiDeoet. 
If  they  were  going  to  have  an  ordinary  Is; 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  to  detenmie 
some  of  these  questions  the  efieet  would  be  (m^ 
to  promote  litigation.  The  whole  scope  ol  Uh 
Act  of  last  session  was  to  give  this  speeitl 
appointment  to  Judges  removed  from  the  in- 
fluence of  Ministers.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
Act  of  last  session  gave  power  to  appoint  u; 
number  of  Judges  necessary,  and  the  Act  eoo- 
templated  that  the  Validation  Courts  shoaU 
be  self-supporting. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  like  to  say  a  wad 
or  two  with  regard  to  the  anxiety  of  tliMe 
honourable  gentlemen  who  desired  that  Hub 
should  be  more  Judges  of  Validation  Goadi 
than  there  were  at  the  present  time.  No  one 
knew  better  than  himself  the  difficult  tim 
had  been  in  obtaining  a  clear  title,  bat  dit 
powers  conferred  under  the  Native  Lsai 
(Validation  of  Titles)  Act  of  last  year  ware  eo 
very  wide  that  they  should  only  be  vested  ia  t 
person  who  was  specially  trained  in  both  the 
law  and  equity  Courts.  It  was  paying  no  bed 
compliment  to  the  gentlemen  occupying  the 
posinon  of  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
when  one  said  that  they  might  prove  entinlf 
unfitted  for  the  duties  and  powers  oonfened 
upon  Judges  under  the  Native  Land  (Vtlidar 
tlon  of  Titles)  Act  of  last  year.  By  all  mesas 
let  the  dovemment  appoint  some  penon  ^ 
cially  qualified  to  act,  in  addition  to  Jodfe 
Barton.  He  would  have  no  objection  to  tbst, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  eztramel; 
pleased  to  assist  the  Government  to  sdoft 
such  a  course  as  that.  One  knew  that  mssj 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  Judges  were  aa 
more  suited  for  that  position  than  the  ordimi; 
layman.  Some  of  them  were  quite  unfitted  kt 
it,  at  any  rate.  If  honourable  members  wmU 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  9th  elaose  of 
the  Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Act  o< 
last  year  they  would  sea  what  enormous  poven 
were  conferred  upon  this  Judge.  Power  cm 
granted  there  to  accept  or  refuse  evidence,  inS 
manner  not  done  by  a  Supreme  Court  Jadp'. 
and  to  perform  snoh  am  office,  or  to  hold  ssdi 
power  as  that,  must  require  a  man  of  i8t 
great  prudence  and  discretion,  and  also  of  !<{■' 
experience.  He  would  not  infiict  upon  the 
House  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of  that  Is*. 
but  it  would  be  found,  from  end  to  end,  that  it 
conferred  such  powers  on  the  Court  thst  it 
would  be  extremely  iniadioious  to  oonfer  the* 
on  a  Judge  of  the  Nanve  Land  Comt  who  bW 
not  had  speciiJ  training.  Another  wrions  ob- 
jection was  that  any  person  holding  sneh  •> 
appointment  as  Judge  of  the  Validation  Co«it 
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ought  not  to  bold  that  •ppointment  at  the 
will  of  the  Qovemmenk.  Under  the  Sid  olaose 
of  the  Bill  before  the  Honia  any  appointments 
tp  be  made  nnder  the  Aot  might  be  at  any  time 
oancelled  by  the  Governor.  There  was  not  the 
■ligbteBt  deeire  on  hia  part  to  impnte  any  evil 
motives  to  any  member  of  the  Government, 
bat  the  prineiple  in  regard  to  our  Courts  of  jos- 
tioe  should  be  that  the  Judges  of  such  Conita 
should  hold  their  ofBoe  free  from  Govern- 
ment oontiol  in  every  respeot.  So  long  as 
there  was  power  to  oanoel  his  appointment 
at  any  moment  that  the  Government  might 
ohoose,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Judge 
would  hold  his  appointment  at  the  will  of  the 
Oovemment.  He  would  like  the  Premier  to 
oonsider  the  objections  raised ;  and,  instead  of 
allowing  any  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
to  become  invested  with  the  powers  which,  to 
his  (Captain  Ruasell's)  mind,  such  Judge 
might  possibly  be  unfit  to  properly  exercise, 
he  should  appoint  some  person  who  was  duly 
qualified  by  special  tiainlng  and  status  to  oo- 
oupy  the  position,  and  who  should  be  named 
to  the  House  before  appointment. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  no  doubt  snob  a 
Bill  as  this  was  required,  as  the  sooner  all  these 
doubtful  titles  were  set  at  rest  the  better  for 
wvybody.  He  would,  however,  like  to  point 
oat  that  the  appointment  of  a  Native  Land 
Oonrt  Judge  for  such  duties  as  were  oonferred 
by  this  Bill  would  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
public.  If  these  titles  were  to  be  settled  at  all 
when  there  was  any  dispute,  they  should  be 
settled  by  a  Judge  of  the  status  of  a  Supreme 
Court  Judge.  Neither  Natives  nor  Europeans 
would  have  confidence  in  the  decisions  of  any 
Jndge  of  the  Native  Land  Court.  What  had 
leally  given  rise  to  the  necessity  for  this  BiU 
was  nothing  but  the  blunders  of  those  Judges. 
Of  course  he  held  that  a  great  many  of  those 
Judges  had  probably  acted  with  the  very  best 
intentions,  but  they  had  made  blunders  year 
after  year  to  such  an  extent  that  the  legiidation 
of  the  colony  had  got  into  a  regular  muddle. 
And  supposing  any  of  these  Judges  were  ap- 
pointed under  this  measure,  they  might  find 
themselves  in  the  position  of  having  to  review 
•ome  of  their  own  blunders  and  decisions; 
and  was  it  likely  that  any  Judge  of  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  would  condemn  any  action 
of  his  own  which  he  might  have  to  review? 
He  held  that  the  success  of  the  BiU  depended 
npon  the  appointment  of  Judges  that  would 
have  the  confidence  of  both  races.  No  matter 
what  appointment  the  Government  made,  un- 
less the  gentleman  appointed  occupied  such  a 
position  as  that,  the  Bill  would  be  a  failure. 
That  was  the  only  fault  he  saw  in  the  Bill,  and 
he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  improved  in  that 
direction  in  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  yon  want  can  be  done 
nnder  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  hoped  whatever  was 
necessary  would  be  done,  and  he  hoped  the  Pre- 
mier would  not  insist  upon  appointing  Native 
lAnd  Court  Jndges. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  intended  to  support  the 
Bill.    He  had  presented  a  petitian  that  yaat 


from  leudeate  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  disttiot 
who  were  anxious  to  have  a  Validation  Coact 
established  there  as  well  as  in  the  Gisbom* 
district.  There  were  many  oases  that  required 
to  be  settled,  and  the  sooner  there  was  a  Judge 
appointed  to  investigate  these  matters  the 
better.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  Go- 
vernment from  appointing  a  legal  professional 
man  both  to  the  Native  Land  Court  and  to  the 
Validation  Court  if  neoessary.  With  regud 
to  what  the  honourable  member  for  Maridett 
had  said  as  to  this  legislation  being  neoea- 
saiy  owing  to  the  blunders  of  the  Judges  oi 
the  Native  Land  Court,  he  did  not  agree  wiUi 
that.  He  considered  it  was  due  to  the  blun- 
ders in  the  legislation  passed  by  the  House.  la 
many  oases  one  Aot  contradicted  another ;  and 
the  Government,  as  well  as  private  indiyiduaUi, 
got  into  trouble  and  diffioulty  in  consequenoa 
of  the  defective  legislation  passed  by  the  House. 
He  trusted  the  BiU  would  pass,  so  that  soma 
redress  would  be  afforded  to  many  people  who 
were  suffering  on  account  of  the  defective  legis- 
lation of  the  past. 

Mr.  BULL  was  sorry  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
was  going  to  spoU  one  of  the  measures  which 
had  brought  credit  upon  bis  Oovemment. 
The  Aot  of  1893  was  a  credit  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  brought  it  in.  Every  care  was  then 
taken  to  escape  the  danger  of  any  influence 
being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Judge  who  was 
appointed.  The  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, or  whoever  had  charge  of  the  Bill  of  1898, 
took  care  that  the  Judge  should  be  appointed 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  that  his  salary 
should  not  be  forfeited  during  his  term  of 
office,  and  that  he  should  not  be  interfered 
with  in  an^  way,  the  object  being  that  the 
Judge  of  this  particular  Court  should  be  a  man 
above  suspicion.  He  did  not  say  that  a  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  was  not  a  man  above 
suspicion,  but  he  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man why  he  wished  to  depart  from  the  con- 
ditions which  were  considered  necessary  last 
year.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  press  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDOON  desired  to  say  that  there  was 
an  absolute  necessity  for  these  Courts  to  be 
set  up  in  different  parts  of  the  colony,  and  ha 
considered,  himself,  that  one  of  the  standing 
blots  npon  the  present  legislation  and  upon 
past  administration  was  that  this  had  not  been 
done  before.  With  regard  to  the  argument 
that  the  appointment  of  the  Judge  should  be 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  this  was  not  the 
case  under  the  Aot  of  1892.  It  was  not  at  all 
necessary ;  and  the  BiU  now  before  the  House 
did  not  contemplate  any  fixed  engagement. 
Now,  they  had  the  Native  Land  jCourt  Judges. 
One  or  more  of  them  were  banisters  and 
solicitors. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— They  have  got  zoom 
than  they  can  do. 

Mr.  SSjDDON  said  they  had  not  got  more 
than  they  could  do.  In  one  or  two  oases  ha  < 
could  put  them  on  the  vaUdation  work  to- 
morrow if  this  BiU  passed.  It  was  monstrous 
to  say  that  if  a  man  was  not  appointed  for  three 
years  ha  vould^not  do  his.dt^  honestly. and  ' 
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fearlessly  and  oieditably.  He  did  not  think 
Bach  a  refleotion  as  that  shonld  be  cast  upon 
gentlemen  who  wen  sitting  on  cm  benoh.  It 
also  appeared  to  him  that  there  were  many  of 
our  Magistrates  who  were  not  solioiton  who 
were  just  as  competent  as  our  Judges  to  decide 
what  course  shonld  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
admission  of  evidence,  and  so  on.  He  did 
not  think  the  tckxpayera  of  the  oountiy  oould 
•Cord  to  have  a  numl>er  of  special  Validation 
Court  Jndges  appointed.  Judge  Barton  was 
doing  very  good  work.  The  present  proposal 
was  no  teiSection  on  him  at  ul.  Why  should 
ibey  not  employ  Kative  IJand  Court  Judges  7 
There  were  some  Native  Land  Court  Judges 
whom  he  would  no  more  think  of  appointiDR 
Judges  of  a  Validation  Court  than  he  would 
of  cutting  off  his  right  hand ;  but  there  were 
others  who  might  be  appointed.  The  sooner 
the  House  backed  up  the  Oovemment  and  got 
these  titles  settled  the  better.  If  they  did, 
they  would  help  to  promote  settlement,  remove 
difficulties,  and  get  the  work  cleared  off.  That 
was  what  this  BUI  was  intended  for.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  embarrass  the  Oovemment 
in  its  effort  to  settle  this  question. 
The  House  divided. 
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Oamcross  Te  Ao 

Lawry.  Heke. 

Majority  lot,  83. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NATIVE  LANDS  CLAIMS  AND  BOUND- 
ABIES  ADJUSTMENT  AND  TITLBS 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 

in    OOMVITTEK. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"8b.  The  said  Oonrt  is  hereby  empowered 

and   directed  to  rehear   the   decision  of  the 

Court  on  the  petition  of  the  Aorangi  No.   S 

Block,   so  far   as  relates   to   the   claim    of 

Mr.MUon 


Wi  Mahnri  Mataitana  and  those  cUumiag 
in  the  same  right  with  him  to  that  piutian  (2 
the  said  block  named  by  the  Cooit 
No.  3a,  hereinafter  called  'Uie  said 
and  to  amend  or  vary  the  said  deeiaion,  and 
any  order  made  consequent  thereon,  or  ea 
the  rehearing  thereof,  as  if  no  snoh  reheadiK 
had  been  already  had.  And  the  Distnct  Land 
Begistrar  is  hereby  empowered  and  diiaoted  to 
amend  any  certificate  of  title  issued  tmdar  tb 
Land  Trsjisfer  Act  for  the  said  land  aa  may 
be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  decision  on 
such  rehearing,  and,  pending  snoh  rebeazing, 
to  enter  a  caveat  against  any  dealing  with  th* 
said  land." 

Clause  added  to  the  BiU. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

NATIVE  LAND  (VALIDATION  OP  TITLES) 

BILL. 

m  coxmnKs. 

Clause  8. — ^Native  Land  Court  Judgiea  may 
be  appointed  Judges  of  Validation  Court. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  insert,  beCoie  the 
words  "  of  Judge  of  the  Native  Idund  Ooozt,' 
the  words  "  or  of  Judge  of  a  District  Comt 
or." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  words  "  who 
is  a  barrister  of  tiie  Snpreme  Coort"  be  in- 
serted after  the  words  "  Native  Land  Court." 

The  Committee  divided. 
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TeAo 

Wilson. 

TeUen. 
Hutchison,  6. 
Stout. 


Atks,  28. 
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Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Harris 

O'Regan 

Hogg 

Finkerton 

For. 
Allen 
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Paibs. 


Pirani 

Reeves 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  6.  J. 

Tanner 

Ward 

Willis. 

TeUen. 
Mills 
Stevens. 

Again»t. 
Steward 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  17. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  the  foUowtng 
new  clause : — 

"  6.  The  commenoement  in  due  form  of  mo- 
ceedings  in  the  Validation  Court  (hereinamr 
oalled  'the  said  Conrt')  in  respect  of  any 
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daim,  matter,  or  thing  within  the  jnrisdiotion 
id  the  Mid  Court  shall  operate  as  a  stay  of 
prooeedings  whioh  may  be  oommenoed  in  any 
other  Coart  in  respeot  of  the  same  claim, 
matter,  or  thing,  or  of  any  cause  of  action 
arising  thereon.  And  after  the  oommsnoe- 
ment  of  any  proceedings  as  first  aforesaid  no 
snit  or  action  shall  be  oommenoed  in  any  other 
Court  in  respeot  of  the  same  claim,  matter, 
or  thing,  or  of  any  oaose  of  action  arising 
thereon: 

"  ProTided  that,  if  from  any  cause  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  said  Court  shaU  lapse  or  be  with- 
drawn, or  otherwise  cease  or  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  said  Court,  before  final 
decision  or  determination  of  the  matters  at 
issue  therein,  the  stay  of  proceedings  or  pro- 
hibition hereinbefore  oantauied  shall  thereupon 
cease  and  determine." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  the  following 
new  clause : — 

"  6.  Section  three  of  the  said  Act  shall  be 
read  as  if  the  words  '  Native  Land  Court,'  in 
the  third  line  thereof,  bad  been  omitted  there- 
from." 

Agreed  to. 

BUI  reported. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  regretted  that  the 
Committee,  in  dealing  with  this  Bill,  had  not 
made  an  amendment  that  should  have  been 
made  in  a  Bill  of  this  character.  They  had  al- 
lowed power  to  the  Oovemor  to  appoint  for  any 
period  at  will  persons  to  deal  with  perhaps  more 
miportant  matters  than  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  to  deal  with.  Here  was  a  Judge 
without  any  status,  without  any  oontinuancy 
of  office,  and  they  had  clothed  him  under  the 
Act  of  1898  with  far  greater  powers  than  were 
given  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  had 
to  decide  on  acts  and  awards  worth  thousands 
of  pounds  to  people;  and  they  had  left  this 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  judicial  ofScer  who 
mi^t  be  dismissed  at  a  moment's  notice,  who 
only  held  office  at  the  will  of  the  Qovemment. 
It  was  simply  a  degradation,  in  his  opinion,  of 
the  judicial  functions,  and  he  was  surprised  the 
House  submitted  to  it. 

Kr.  SKDDON  desired  to  say  that  the  func- 
tions that  would  be  performed  by  a  Judge  of 
the  Validation  Court  were  such  as  a  man  of 
good  sound  common-sense,  who  would  see  fair- 
play  M  between  the  parties,  could  fulfil.  It 
was  not  a  matter  of  law. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  is,  entirely. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  it  was  not  entirely,  as  he 
had  to  act  where  there  had  been  a  violation  of 
law ;  otherwise,  if  the  transactions  were  legal, 
there  would  be  no  Judge  of  a  Validation  Court 
ceqnired  at  all.  It  was  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  dealings  had  been  bur  and  hontet 
between  the  parties,  thon(^  in  some  respects 
the  law  had  not  been  complied  with.  If  there 
bad  been  fair  and  straightforward  dealings 
between  the  Natives  and  the  Europeans,  all  the 
Judge  had  to  dowastosay  that  that  was  so,  and 


to  give  a  certificate.  That  was  all  that  was 
wanted.  He  felt  sure  that  among  the  Native 
Land  Court  Judges — it  was  not  for  him  to 
name  them — there  were  men  who  would  do  this 
work  as  well  as  any  barrister  or  solicitor  who 
might  be  ap^inted.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man was  qmte  consistent,  but  he  might  say 
that  in  bringing  this  forward  the  Oovemment 
were  not  desirous  of  casting  any  reflection 
upon  the  Judge  of  the  Validation  Court,  who  at 
present  was  doing  very  good  work.  They  were 
not  at  all  lowering  that  gentleman's  position. 
But  they  had  in  many  parts  of  the  colony 
many  titles  to  land  whioh  were  defective. 
The  Natives  could  do  nothing,  and  at  present 
lessees,  or  those  who  had  agreed  to  purchase, 
could  do  nothing,  and  there  had  been  a  deadlock 
for  years,  which  had  kept  back  settlement. 
They  said  that  should  be  removed  at  once,  and 
this  would  remove  it,  and  without  costing  the 
colony  too  much  in  the  way  of  expense,  which 
he  thought  was  a  matter  that  they  must  take 
into  consideration. 
BiU  read  a  third  time. 

BANKING  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  Sir,  in  rising  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  think  perhaps  it 
might  be  opportune  or  desirable  that  I  should 
briefly  review  the  circumstances  that  have  led 
up  to  the  banking  legislation  of  the  Govern- 
ment this  session,  and  why  it  is  found  expe- 
dient to  ask  the  House  to  assent  to  the  legisla- 
tion that  is  embodied  in  the  Bill  I  am  now 
introducing,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to 
honourable  members  that  ever  since  the  pre- 
sent Government  took  office  the  Australian 
Colonies  have  been  passing  through  a  very 
severe  financial  crisis,  and  more  or  less  that 
crisis  hctf  been  very  marked  in  those  colonies ; 
and  I  Qiink  honourable  members  will  agree 
with  me  in  saying  that  the  financial  upheaval 
that  took  place  in  America  and  elsewhere  has 
also,  during  the  same  period,  been  very  marked, 
and  has  added  to  the  troubles  that  existed  in 
Australasia.  I  desire  now  to  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  manner  in  which  the  Australian 
crisis  afiected  business  there,  and  it  is  need- 
less for  me  to  remind  honourable  members  that 
the  strain  on  business  there  was  enormous ;  and 
what  I  wish  specially  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  is  the  very  serious  effect  the 
crisis  had  upon  the  public  revenue  of  those 
colonies.  In  fact,  I  may  say  that  in  Victoria 
alone  the  loss  of  revenue  has  been  as  great 
as  or  greater  than  the  total  amount  of  the 
guarantee  we  gave  to  a  banking  institution 
in  this  colony ;  and  I  merely  wish  to  say  that, 
while  there  may  be  a  difierence  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  expedient  to 
follow  the  course  we  took  at  that  time — I  wish 
now  to  express  my  opinion — an  opinion  that  is 
shared  by  many  people  in  the  colony — that  the 
Oovemment  acted  wisely  In  the  interests  of 
the  colony  in  promptly  giving  that  guarantee ; 
and  I  go  farther  and  say  that  had  the  colony, 
at  tiie  time  that  we  gave  the  guarantee,  believed 
that  we  were  going  to  lose  the  total  amount  of 
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that  gnaraixtee  it  would  still  have  bean  a  wise 
and  jttdioioua  step  to  take.  And  I  affiim,. after 
oareiul  oonsideiation,  ae  a  lesolt  of  matare 
iefleoti(ni  since  that  took  place,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  if  the  same  basiness  had  to  be  dona 
again,  I,  for  one,  and  the  members  of  the  Qo- 
veznment,  would  aot  precisely  as  waa  done  upon 
that  oooaeion.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  honour- 
able members  that  while  the  other  colonies 
were  passing  through  a  seveie  crisis  we  have 
fortunately  in  this  oolony  been  able  to  avert 
such  a  crisis.  We  have  steered  through  most 
difficult  and  critical  times,  and  I  thiiSc  every 
member  in  this  House  will  agree  with  me  in 
saying  that  the  country  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  that  fact.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  so  far 
as  the  Qovernment  knows,  we  are  right  in 
believing  tiiat  the  crisis  which  ha«  been  so  far 
averted  nas  been  effectually  prevented.  There- 
fore, so  far  as  this  colony  is  concerned,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  have 
obviated  in  every  respeat  the  worst  features 
of  a  crisis  which  has  so  disastrously  affected 
the  Australian  Oolonies.  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  legislation  now  proposed  is  not  in  any  way 
owing  to  any  fear  or  supposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Qovernment  that  there  is  any  possibility 
of  immediate  trouble  arising  in  this  colony. 
The  reason  why  the  Oovemment  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  place  legislation  on  the  statute  book  is 
that  there  is  a  long  recess  between  now  and  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  we  should  not 
be  doing  our  duty  unless  we  saw  that  effect  was 

S'ven  to  the  Act  we  placed  on  the  statute-book 
8t  year  to  avert  a  crisis  if  the  necessity  arose, 
and  which  the  House  by  the  legislation  it 
passed  wished  us  to  prevent.  In  regard  to  the 
2nd  clause  in  the  Bill, — with  reference  to  the 
proposed  issue  of  bank-notes, — I  may  say,  as 
honourable  members  will  see,  that  the  change 
contemplated  is  the  striking-out  of  certain  words 
in  the  original  Act  which  affect  the  issue  of 
bank-notes.  In  this  way  the  legislation,  as  we 
have  put  it  upon  the  statute-book,  practically 
compelled  the  responsible  ofTicers  of  any  institu- 
tion desiring  to  take  advantage  of  that  clause  to 
certify  that,  in  addition  to  the  assets  exceeding 
the  liabilities,  they  exceeded  the  liabilities  to 
the  amount  of  the  capital.  In  the  original  Act 
we  have,  in  addition,  included  the  reserves  and 
capital,  and  honourable  members  will  know 
that  this  session  we  amended  the  legislation, 
removing  reserves,  but  we  did  not  remove  the 
amount  of  the  capital.  Now,  I  should  like  to 
say,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  that,  if  it  is 
intended  that  this  legislation  should  be  of  any 
service,  honourable  members  will  see  that  as  it 
is  it  would  not  be  workable  ;  and  it  is  because 
we  find  that  the  legislation  as  it  stands  at  pre- 
sent would  be  unworkable,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  possible,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
have  a  certificate  given  saying  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  assets  exceeding  the  liabilities,  they 
exceeded  the  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  the 
paid-up  capital;  and,  that  being  so,  we  wish 
to  place  on  the  statute-book  a  law  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  a  crisis  should  such  a  thing 
threaten  to  arise  here  at  any  time ;  and 
what  we  now  propose  would  prevent  it.  So  far 
Mr.  Ward 


as  we  can  gather,  in  oactain  oases  it  is  on  abso- 
lutely neoessary  amendment,  and  in  these  eases 
as  the  law  now  stands  it  would  not  enable  ths 
provision  to  be  of  the  servioe  it  was  originally 
intended  to  be.  Now,  Sir,  in  dealing  with  this 
matter,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  House 
what  the  position  is  at  present ;  and,  in  the  &at 
place,  I  wish  to  say  that  there  can  be,  I  pze> 
same,  no  such  idea  passing  through  the  nxmds 
of  honourable  members  as  to  suppcaa  that  the 
change  we  are  now  asking  the  House  to  oooseni 
to  is  what  oan  be  oonsidered  an  unlimited  issne 
of  notes  by  any  banking  institution  in  the 
oolony.  If  any  hononxable  member  thinks 
that  is  the  case,  I  desire  to  disabuse  his  mind, 
and  to  point  out  this  fact :  that  in  the  vrhde 
of  the  institutions  carrying  on  business  in  the 
colony,  with  one  exception,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  law  in  regard  to  note-issue  is  as  follows: 
that  it  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
coin,  bullion,  and  public  securities  held  by 
the  banks  in  the  colony ;  and  that  the  xeserm 
shall  not  he  less  than  one-third  of  the  amount 
of  the  coin,  bullion,  and  public  secnrities 
held  by  the  bank  within  the  oolony.  Theie  i* 
only  one  bank  —  I  shall  not  give  the  name— 
which  is  an  outside  institution,  and  wbiefa 
carries  on  business  on  Boyal  Charter.  What 
the  terms  that  guide  its  note-issue  are  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say,  because  I  do  not  know  the 
terms  of  the  Boyal  Charter ;  but  I  merely  wish 
to  say  that,  out  of  six  banks  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  the  positiaa 
of  five,  so  far  as  the  note-issue  is  concerned,  is 
as  I  have  indicated.  Therefore  honoomhle 
members  will  see  that  there  is  no  such  thing  in 
connection  with  the  note-issue  proposed  in  this 
Bill  as  giving  unlimited  license  to  issue.  It  is 
limited  in  all  cases  in  the  way  I  have  stated. 
That  is  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  variation 
in  it  by  the  Qovernment  or  by  the  Qovemor  in 
Council  in  any  way.  The  Act  provides  that 
the  amount  of  note-issue  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  coin,  bullion,  and  public  securities 
held  by  the  bank  in  the  colony,  and  that  the 
reserve  shall  not  be  less  than  one-third  the 
amount  of  coin,  bullion,  and  public  seooiities 
held  by  the  bank  within  the  colony.  That  is 
the  law  which  is  applicable  to  the  whole  of  the 
banks.  I  see  no  objection  to  stating  the  names 
of  the  banks  which  come  under  the  lavr  ;  per- 
haps it  is  better  I  should  do  so. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— We  know  of  one 
only  under  Royal  Charter. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  The  bank  carrying  on  busi- 
ness under  Boyal  Charter  is  the  Bank  of  Ans> 
tralasia ;  the  whole  of  the  others  are  carried  on, 
as  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, and  I  merely  wish  again  to  repeat  that 
there  is  no  suoh  possibility  as  an  ^anlimit^ 
issue  in  connection  with  this  proposal.  I  de- 
sire to  say  further  that  our  legislation  in  this 
respeot,  if  amended  as  indicated  in  this  Bill,  is 
in  a  better  position  than  the  Australian  legis- 
lation upon  the  same  matter.  That  is  a  very 
material  point.  There,  while  the  bank-notes 
are  deemed  a  legal  tender,  and  are  a  first  call 
upon  the  assets  of  on  institution,  that  call  can 
only  be  made  provided  they  go  into  liquidation. 
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In  that  oaae  the  whole  of  the  bank-note  issue 
ia  a  first  charge  npon  the  assets  of  the  institu- 
tion. But  here  there  is  no  such  thing  as  com- 
pelling them  to  go  into  liquidation  before  the 
colony  would  be  able  to  make  a  charge  upon 
the  assets ;  and  by  the  legislation  we  have 
passed  in  that  respect  our  position  is  a  much 
sounder  one,  as  honourable  members  will  see, 
than  that  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  be- 
cause, if  we  compelled  a  banking  institution  to 
50  into  liquidation — which,  in  my  opinion  is  not 
esirable — the  provisions  of  this  Act  would  be 
adopted  so  far  as  the  note-issue  is  concerned. 
I  desire  further  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  note- 
issue,  that  the  legislation  we  have  already  is 
not  altered  by  this  amendment.  While  the 
note-issue  is  to  be  the  first  charge  upon  the 
assets  of  institutions  in  the  colony  carrying  on 
bosiness  in  the  colony— and  rightly  so — I  intend 
to  ask  the  House  to  amend  the  proposals  I 
have  here  intimated  by  making  it  clearer,  and 
putting  it  beyond  all  question,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  assets  of  any  institution  that 
avails  itself  of  this  legislation,  the  paid-up  capi- 
tal, the  uncalled  capital,  and  the  reserve  fund 
shall  be  included.  Honourable  members  will  see 
that,  in  addition  to  the  assets  of  any  institu- 
tion carrying  on  business  in  the  colony,  it  is 
proposed  to  make  available  for  a  first  charge 
against  the  note-issue  the  uncalled  capital, 
oalled-up  capital,  and  reserve  fund — in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  assets  of  a  banking  institution. 
The  question  may  be  asked,  In  the  event  of 
this  note-issue  being  authorised  in  the  way  I 
have  indicated,  would  it  be  necessary  to  call 
up  all  securities  in  payment  of  the  note-issue  ? 
In  reply,  I  say  that  our  position  in  that  case 
would  be  that  the  whole  of  the  assets,  in- 
cluding the  uncalled  capital,  the  called-up 
capital,  and  the  reserves,  would  stand  against, 
and  be  available  by  the  colony  for,  any  repay- 
ments, should  such  be  necessary.  In  that  case 
oar  position  is  very  superior  to  that  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  because  we  should  have 
the  whole  of  the  assets,  including  the  capital 
and  TCserves,  of  each  institution  in  the  colony, 
and  the  colony  might  avail  itseU  of  the  assets 
of  the  bank  as  security  for  the  repayment  of 
the  notes  whioh  might  be  issued  in  this 
oolony.  I  think  I  have  stated  the  position  in 
connection  with  the  matter  clearly.  I  hope  I 
have  made  it  clear  to  honourable  members  in 
respect  to  the  question  of  the  note-issue  and  to 
any  question  that  might  arise. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  read  the  proviso  that  is  to  he 
added? 

Mr.  WABD. — If  the  honourable  member  will 
look  at  the  Aot  of  1893,  section  8,  he  will  find 
that  it  reads  as  follows : — 

"  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  all  notes  pay- 
able on  demand  heretofore,  or  hereafter  to  be, 
issned,  circulated,  or  reissued  in  the  colony 
by  any  bank  nnder  authority  of  this  or  any 
other  Aot  of  this  colony  in  that  behalf,  shall,  to 
the  amount  of  the  issue  authorised,  be  a  first 
ebaige  on  all  the  assets  and  property.     .     .     ." 

Then  the  words  of  the  amendment  I  have 
indicated  will  come  in, — ■*  including  the  paid- 
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up  capital,  the  uncalled  capital,  and  the 
reserve  fund."  And  the  section  will  read  on, 
"  of  that  bank  being  assets  for  the  payment  of 
debts  or  other  obligations  contracted  or  entered 
upon,  or  due  and  payable  in  the  colony;  and 
shall  be  payable  in  gold  only  at  the  office  of 
the  bank,  at  the  place  of  issue  of  the  said  notes 
respectively,  anything  contained  in  any  other 
Act  notwithstanding."  That  will  be  precisely 
as  the  clause  will  read.  I  might  say  that 
when  the  legislation  of  169S  whioh  I  have 
read  from  was  passed  by  the  House  there  was 
an  impression  in  the  minds  of  some  honour- 
able members  that  that  legislation  was  being 
asked  for  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  an  im- 
mediate issue  of  notes  to  be  made  by  soma 
of  the  banking  institutions  in  the  colony. 
^QQ  I  stated  at  the  time  that  the  Govem- 
'  '  ment  had  no  such  intimation  from 
any  institution,  nor  did  we  believe  that  it  was 
likely  to  be  given  effect  to.  The  results  have 
now  borne  out  precisely  what  I  then  indicated. 
There  has  been,  fortunately,  no  necessity  since 
the  passing  of  that  Act  for  any  banking  insti- 
tution in  uie  colony  to  avail  itself  of  the  legis- 
lation. I  now  desire  to  repeat  what  I  said  on 
a  former  occasion — that,  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  aware  at  the  present  time,  we  do 
not  know  of,  nor  do  we  believe  that  there  will 
be,  any  necessity  for  this  legislation  being 
put  into  operation  during  the  recess ;  and  I  re- 
peat the  same  arguments  which  I  adduced  on 
a  former  occasion — that  our  anxiety  is  to  be 
forearmed  in  case  of  any  emergency  arising, 
and  it  would  be  only  in  the  event  of  an  emer- 
gency arising  that  the  provision  of  the  Bill 
which  I  have  stated  to  the  House  would  be 
called  into  operation.  I  merely  wish  to  state 
that  that  is  the  position,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  ask  the  House  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter  to  see  that  our  legisla- 
tion upon  it  is  as  perfect  as  we  oan  make  it. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  principal  reason  that  has 
actuated  the  Government  in  asking  this  House 
to  assent  to  this  legislation.  In  connection 
with  clause  8,  that,  I  think,  requires  little  or  no 
explanation  from  me.  That  is  a  clause  which 
honourable  members  will  see  provides  that  be- 
fore anything  in  the  shape  of  arrangement  is 
made  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  or  any  other 
institution,  by  way  of  purchase  of  its  assets,  or 
of  the  sale  by  the  bank  Itself  of  its  assets  to 
any  other  institution,  or  by  way  of  amalgama- 
tion in  any  way  whatever,  it  shaU  first  of  all 
be  necessary  that  legislation  shall  be  passed  by 
this  House  to  the  effect  that  such  proposals  may 
be  assented  to.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  there 
never  would  have  been  anything  in  the  shape 
of  amalgamation  entered  into  by  the  Govern- 
ment, or  any  proposals  of  the  kind  assented  to, 
without  the  House  being  token  into  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Government,  and  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  opinion  upon  it;  and 
before  the  House  rises  the  Government  wish  to 
show  that  they  are  quite  earnest  in  the  matter 
by  asking  the  House  to  assent  to  the  provision 
in  clause  S — and  before  anything  can  be  done 
the  House  will  require  to  bo  consulted  in 
this  important  matter.    I  hope  I  have  mad» 
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these  two  matterB  in  oonneotion  with  this 
logiElation  clear.  The  Govenunent  hold  it  is 
their  duty  to  aslc  the  House  to  make  provision, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  have 
being  going  on  in  the  civilised  world  so  far  as 
finance  is  concerned,  to  place  everything  in  as 
strong  a  position  as  we  can,  so  far  as  our 
relations  with  the  financial  institutions  carry- 
ing on  business  in  the  colony  are  concerned. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government,  aa  repre- 
senting the  colony,  on  any  emergency  arising, 
to  act  with  promptitude  and  decision,  and 
with  judgment.  That  is  the  course  we  have 
endeavoured  to  take  in  the  past,  and  I  believe, 
as  the  result  of  our  efforts,  a  severe  crisis  has 
been  prevented  from  sweeping  this  colony.  I 
now  simply  wish  to  say  that  the  Government 
believe  this  will  have  the  effect  of  steadying 
matters  further.  That  the  former  legislation 
haf  a  very  steadying  effect  on  the  financial 
world,  I  think,  goes  without  saying,  and  I  l>e- 
lieve  the  effect  of  this  legislation  will  be  the 
same.  In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say  that  all 
matters  in  connection  with  finance  areof  a  very 
delicate  character,  and  there  can  be  no  question 
that  they  require  very  careful  handling.  We 
have  had  in  the  past  put  upon  us  enormous 
and  grave  responsibility.  The  members  of  the 
Government  have  had  to  face  great  responsi- 
bility, as  honourable  members  must  know,  and 
I  know  there  are  honourable  members  in  this 
House  who  have  had  also  an  anxious  time  of 
it,  and  I  think  it  goes  without  saying  that 
we  have  passed  through  a  severe  and  difficult 
time,  so  far  as  the  financial  operations  of  the 
colony  ate  concerned.  I  venture  to  affirm, 
Sir,  that  no  Government  has  had  a  more  diffi- 
cult task  to  perform  than  we  have  had,  and  no 
House  has  ever  had  more  difficult  legislation 
in  connection  with  financial  matters  to  put 
through  than  the  present  House  has  had. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  have  to  compliment  the 
House  upon  the  way  in  which  they  formerly 
dealt  with  this  very  important  matter,  and  I 
feel  persuaded  in  my  owu  mind  that,  as  a  result 
of  the  very  valuable  efforts  of  honourable  mem- 
bers in  reference  to  this  question,  the  colony 
has  been  saved  from  a  severe  financial  crisis. 
This  legislation  is  proposed  to  prevent  any- 
thing like  trouble  arising  during  the  recess. 
The  Government  has  no  occasion  to  expect  that 
any  trouble  will  arise,  but  I  invite  the  House 
to  join  in  passing  this  legislation  in  order  to 
be  forearmed,  in  the  event  of  any  emergency 
arising. 

Mr.  BELL.  — Sir,  with  regard  to  the  2nd 
section  of  this  Bill,  I  think  it  is  a  very  grave  re- 
sponsibility that  the  Ministers  are  teJcing  upon 
themselves  in  asking  the  colony  to  become 
guarantors  in  a  case  where  an  institution  can- 
not show  any  margin  whatever  between  its 
assets  and  its  liabilities — in  a  case  where  the 
whole  capital  of  the  institution  has  been 
lost.  If  this  clause  were  confined  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  I  should  not  wonder 
at  all  at  the  necessity  for  it,  and  should  feel 
anxious  to  support  such  a  clause ;  but  I  do 
not  like  this  "  letter  of  lioense "  to  support 
by  our  guarantee  institutions  whioh  can  enow 
Jlr.  Ward 


no  margin  whatever.  It  may  be  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  is  right  in  saying  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  bank-notes  are  by  the  Bank-note  Issue 
Act  made  a  first  charge,  the  guarantee  of  the 
colony  will  be  protected  hy  the  mortgagee  which 
it  will  so  obtain  on  the  assets;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  has  sufficiently  discounted  the  fact 
that  our  legislation  cannot  create  a,  charge 
upon  the  assets  outside  the  colony.  Unpaid 
capital  outside  the  colony  will  be  in  a  proceag 
of  liquidation  very  possibly,  and  the  colony 
will  have  no  charge  upon  that  part  of  the 
assets.  We  can  only  give  ourselves  priority 
over  assets  within  ouz  own  jurisdiction.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  says  that  the  whole 
of  the  assets  of  the  institution  will  be  charged 
as  a  security  for  a  guarantee  he  is  considerably 
exceeding  that  which  I  believe  to  be  the  fact. 
I  know  that,  if  he  has  made  up  his  mixid  to 
pass  this  Bill,  it  is  of  very  little  use  for  me  co 
sound  any  note  of  warning.  We  approved  of 
the  guarantee  which  we  gave,  and  I  took  my 
part  in  that,  and  am  prepared  to  take  my 
share  of  the  responsibility.  I  voted  with  the 
Government  in  giving  that  guarantee;  bnt  I 
think  there  should  have  been  an  end  of  it. 
For  my  part,  I  look  upon  the  moneys  of  the 
colony  as  moneys  which  I,  among  o^era,  am 
sent  here  to  guard.  I  do  not  l^e  this  free- 
dom of  hand  in  guaranteeing  the  acoonats  of 
private  institutions.  For  the  sake  of  stopping 
a  crisis  we  must  have  a  Bank-note  Issae  Ac^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  the  House 
that  in  Australia  it  is  a  condition  that  an  in- 
stitution should  go  into  liquidation.  Bat  hera 
an  institution  may  go  on,  we  having  the  fins 
charge,  which  is  given  to  the  notes  which  ve 
indorse ;  and  until  the  necessity  arises  with 
the  private  institution  the  power  granted  will 
not  be  used.  When  the  neoessil?  arises !  Sii, 
the  necessity  has  arisen,  according  to  the  Bill 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  pass,  if  the  whole 
of  the  capital  has  disappeared.  The  institu- 
tion ought  therefore  to  go  into  liquidation :  it 
has  no  right  to  continue  as  a  solvent  instita- 
tion  and  take  the  moneys  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  or  deal  with  the  country  as  a  eolvenl 
institution,  when  its  assets  are  gone.  Why  was 
the  Bsjik-noto  Issue  Act  passed  by  as?  To 
show  that  it  was  intended  to  support,  and  keep 
from  danger  of  collapse,  institutions  that  ■wen 
able  and  fit  to  carry  on  business.  This  Bill  is 
one  to  enable  the  Government  to  prop  up  witt> 
our  guarantee  institutions  which,  if  they  did 
not  get  this  Bill,  would  be  liquidated.  I  trust 
there  are  none  such  in  the  colony.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  there  are ;  but,  if  there  are  not, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  this  legislation  ?  Why 
docs  the  honourable  gentleman  bring  in  a  Bill 
relating  to  all  banks  carrying  on  business  ia 
this  colony,  and  saying  that  the  colony  is  to 
prop  up  with  its  guarantee  institutions  which 
ore  not  able  to  show  a  margin  in  their  assets? 
Millions  have  become  so  familiar  with  him 
that  a  few  hundred  thousands  here  and  then 
are  nothing.  However,  they  are  something  to 
me,  because  I  confess  that  I  have  not  dealt  in 
millions  before.  I  am  new  to  this  talking  of 
hondteds  of  thousands  of  pounds  as  if  tiiej 
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were  bo  many  pence,  and  as  if  wo  had  not  to 
'find  the  taxation  to  meet  them.  With  regard 
to  this  clause,  I  gay  it  ought  to  have  been 
confined  to  the  one  institution  mentioned  in 
.the  next  clause.  In  clause  3  the  Bill  deals 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  think 
clause  2  also  should  only  deal  with  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Zealand.  We  aie  behind  that  bank,  and 
we  must  continue  our  guarantee,  no  doubt. 
We  have  two  millions  of  money  there  in  which 
we  are  interested.  Whatever  may  be  the  posi- 
tion of  that  institution,  we  have  declared  that 
we  will  support  it,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is,  no  doubt,  only  doing  his  duty  in  saying 
that  if  it  cannot  be  shown  that  their  paid-up 
capital  is  still  intact  we  must  nevertheless 
oontinue  our  support.  But  the  clause  should 
be  confined  to  that  institution,  and  we  should 
not  give  the  Treasurer  the  license  he  seeks. 
In  regard  to  the  next  clause,  I  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  now  adopted  the 
legislation  which  I  ventured  to  press  upon  the 
House — namely,  that  no  amalgamation  should 
be  carried  out  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  honourable  gentleman  then  told 
me  I  WM  entirely  wrong,  and  quoted  his  Law 
Ofiicers  at  me.  I  was  satisfied  when  I  brought 
in  that  Bill  that  I  was  right ;  but  it  was  dis- 
charged from  the  Order  Paper,  and  I  then 
Askcd  the  honourable  gentleman  whether  he 
would  take  up  my  Bill  or  introduce  a  Bill  him- 
self, and  he  told  me  and  the  House  that  he 
would  not,  and  that  he  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  have  not  seen  your  Bill  yet. 

Mr.  BELL.— I  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man a  question,  Sir,  which  was  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  answered 
it. 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes,  I  answered  it;  but  I  have 
not  seen  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man a  question  with  regard  to  it,  so  that  the 
Oovemment  were  aware  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.'  WARD. — I  can  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  I  have  not  seen  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  congratulate  the  honourable 
gentleman  upon  having  been  convinced  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion  which  1  ex- 
pressed on  a  previous  occasion.  I  shall  support 
this  Bill  because  of  clause  3 ;  but,  if  it  were  not 
for  that  clause,  if  I  could  get  an  honourable 
gentleman  to  tell  with  me  I  would  divide  the 
House  against  the  second  reading. 

Captain  RUSSBLL. — I  haVe  very  few  words 
to  say  upon  this  Bill.  The  Oolonial  Treasurer 
told  us  that  this  is  a  question  which  requires 
io  be  dealt  with  with  great  care  and  delicacy. 
It  requires  a  man  with  more  knowledge  of 
banking  matters  than  myself  to  speak  with 
any  certainty  upon  it.  Nor  can  it  be  denied 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  requires  careful 
and  earnest  attention,  when  we  remember  that 
during  last  session  we  were  constrained  to  pass 
the  Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  which  was  supposed 
to  remove  all  financial  troubles  of  this  sort. 
This  year  we  were  told  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech  that  the  position  of  the  colony  was 
lound  —  perchance,  the  legislation  which  we 


had  passed  was  having  its  desired  effect;  but 
a  short  time  after  a  Bill  was  brought  down 
to  the  House  by  which  we  were  compelled  to 
guarantee  two  millions  to  the  bank,  and  we 
became  virtually  principal  shareholders  in  the 
institution.  We  were  told  that  would  be  final 
legislation;  but  immediately  afterwards  an- 
other Bill  dealing  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land was  introduced,  and  passed  through  this 
House,  and  once  more  we  were  told  that  there 
was  finality  in  the  legislation.  Now  we  have 
another  Bill  introduced  which  will  still  further 
extend  the  power  of  assisting  banks  should 
emergency  arise. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Hononrable  gentlemen  on 
that  side  have  been  asking  for  this  Bill  for  the 
lost  month. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No.  We  asked  when 
the  Bill  we  believed  to  be  in  type  was  to  be 
introduced;  but  it  was  not  this  Bill,  which  is 
merely  a  Bill  of  one  clause,  for  clause  3  I 
regard  as  mere  padding. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  did  not  say  so. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— My  honourable  friend 
is  possibly  far  more  competent  to  speak  on 
this  subject  than  I  am,  but  I  do  not  agree 
with  him  on  this  point.  To  my  mind,  this  is 
simply  a  Bill  increasing  the  powers  in  the 
Bank-note  Issue  Act.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
say  that  the  colony  will  have  no  responsibility. 
Surely  the  introduction  of  such  a  BUI  as  this 
proves  that  grave  apprehensions  ore  felt  by 
the  Government  as  to  the  financial  position 
of  the  colony  during  the  recess.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  be  otherwise.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer told  us  that,  while  the  other  colonies 
were  passing  through  a  crisis,  by  the  skill  of 
the  Government  a  crisis  had  been  averted  in 
New  Zealand. 
Mr.  WARD.— I  never  said  that. 
Captain  RUSSELL.— I  said  "the  Govern- 
ment," but  I  will  say  "Parliament"  if  you 
like.  Of  course,  the  Government  introduced 
the  Bill,  and  was  and  is  responsible  for  it. 
But  the  question  one  is  compelled  to  ask  one- 
self is,  Does  the  Government  believe  that  the 
danger  has  really  been  averted,  or  only  jrast- 
poned?  Because  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
from  their  having  to  ask  for  additional  powers, 
that  there  does  lurk  a  suspicion  in  the  mind  of 
the  Government  that,  though  it  has  been  averted 
for  a  time,  trouble  may  still  arise.  If  that 
is  not  so,  why  is  there  a  necessity  to  introduce 
this  further  legislation  and  ask  for  further 
concessions  to  banks  as  in  clause  27  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  really  believed  that 
the  danger  had  passed,  still  more  drastic 
provisions  than  those  already  passed  would  be 
unnecessary.  Then,  when  we  trace  step  by  step 
the  way  in  which  this  has  been  done,  it  must 
lead  us  to  believe  that  there  is  danger  over- 
hanging the  colony,  because  the  words  "  reserve 
funds"  in  the  Bank-note  Issue  Act  of  1893 
were,  by  amendment,  struck  out  of  the  Act,  and 
now  we  are  invited  to  strike  out  the  words  "  by 
at  least  the  sum  of  the  paid-up  capital " ;  and 
we  are  told,  as  the  only  reason  for  so  doing, 
that  it  i»  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
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Moertain  that  the  assets  exceed  the  liabilities 
and  paid-up  capital :  but  I  think  it  is  no  more 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  one  than  the  other. 
If  it  la  difficult  to  ascertain  the  true  position 
of  the  bank  so  far  as  its  paid-up  capital  is 
oonoerned,  why  should  it  not  be  equally  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
assets  to  the  liabilities,  more  particularly  when 
we   remember  the   circumstances   connected 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ?    At  the  time 
when  the  Assets  Company  was  floated  we  were 
told  that  by  floating  the  Globe  Assets  Com- 
p<uiy  the  difficulties .  in   connection  with   the 
Dank  were  fairly  passed,  and  that  the  bank  in 
future  would  ride  in  perfectly  smooth  water. 
Not  only  this,  but  the  shareholders  of  the  bank 
were  led  to  suppose  that  there  would  be  sums 
of  interest  coming  to  the  bank  from  the  Olobo 
Assets.    That  belief  was  impressed  upon   the 
shareholders    for    some    time,    and    then    by 
degrees  the  shareholders  were  informed   that 
the  interest  to  be  derived  from  the  Olobo  Assets 
was  not  coming  in.    Only  a  short  time  ago 
the  chairman  in  England  spoke  to  the  same 
effect  —  that  the  position  of  the   bank  was  a 
Tery  sound  one ;  yet  shortly  afterwards  we  were 
invited  to  pass  the  panic  legislation  which  we 
have  passed  this  year ;  and  now  we  ascertain 
this  fact :  that  the  bonk  has  actually  hod  to  find 
money  in  aid  of  the  deljentures  of  the  Olobo 
Assets  Company.    If  that  is  the  case,  surely 
we  must  come  to  this  conclusion:    that  all 
information  of  every  kind  derivable  as  to  the 
position  of  the  bank  from  first  to  last  has 
been  deceiving  in  the  highest  degree.    If  that 
is  the  case,  is  it  not  quite  possible  that  in  en- 
deavouring to  ascertain  the  assets  and  liabili- 
ties of  companies  we  shall  find  ourselves  quite 
deceived,  as  we  have  been  as  to  the  position 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand?    We  may  be 
equally  misinformed  as  to  all  the  other  insti- 
tutions doing  business  in  this  colony.    They 
may  be  perfectly  solvent ;  their  business  may 
be  carried   on  in   the   most  prudent  manner 
possible;   but  I,  at  any  rate,   shall  not  feel 
sure  that    the    fact   that    certain   assets  are 
stated  at  a  certain  value  can  really  be  relied 
upon.    From  one  oause  or  another  there  is 
DO  doubt  about  it    there   has   been   a  large 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  property  going 
on   for   several    years   past,    and    it   is   quite 
possible  that  the  assets  of  the  banks  and  other 
mstitutions   may    have    been    steadily   depre- 
ciating in  value  up  to  the  present  moment; 
therefore  I  feel,  at  any  rate,  that  we  do  not 
know  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
banks ;  but  we  are  asked  to  guarantee  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes  of  the  banks  if  ever  trouble 
should  come  upon  them.    The  position,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  most  serious  one,  and  one  that  ought 
to  be  considered  with  the  utmost  gravity  and 
circumspection  by  every  person  whose  duty  It  is 
to  deliberate  upon  so  important  a  question.     I 
admit  that  what  the  Treasurer  told  us  about 
the  immediate  liability  of  the  colony  for  these 
bank-notes  is  more   or  loss  consoling.     The 
amendment  which  it  is  proposed  to  insert  in 
the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  undoubtedly  does 
fortify    the   position  of   the   colony,  because 
Captain  RvueU 


the  amount  of  the  reserved  fund  and  the  nn- 
called  capital  will,  in  all  probability,  be  able  to 
meet,  in  due  course  of  time,  any  calls  which 
may  be  made  on  the  colony  in  case  of  the 
bank  being  unable  to  meet  the  note  -  issue. 
But  we  cannot  ignore  this  fact :  that,  as  in  gua- 
ranteeing two  millions  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  we  were  virtually  creating  a  State 
bank,  so  now,  by  guaranteeing  the  note-issoe 
of  several  banks,  we  are  further  intensifying 
the  connection  between  the  colony  and  the 
banking  institutions  in  the  colony.  And  that 
seems,  to  my  mind,  to  be  a  very  serions  posi- 
tion. But  not  only  that.  In  guaranteeing 
the  note-issue  of  any  banks  are  we  not  trend- 
ing in  the  direction  of  floating  upon  this  colony 
an  inordinate  amount  of  paper  money  ?  What 
eSeot  that  will  have  on  the  credit  of  the  colony 
I  feel  I  have  not  sufficient  Imowledge  of  bank- 
ing matters  to  give  a  delil>erate  opinion  upon. 
But,  still,  it  does  occur  to  my  mind  that  in 
making  a  bank-note  equal  value  under  certain 
circumstances  to  so  much  coin  we  are  in  reality 
introducing  into  New  Zealand  a  system  of  paper 
money  which  may  be  injurious  to  tbe  last 
degree  in  the  future.  I  think  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  have  done  more  wisely  if  they  had 
not  introduced  this  Bill ;  or,  having  done  so,  X 
think  they  should  hare  referred  it  to  the  PoUio 
Accounts  Committee,  so  that  the  matter  couU 
have  been  exhaustively  inquired  into  by  msB 
of  technical  knowledge,  who  would  have  been 
able  to  advise  the  House  upon  a  point  as  t» 
which  an  individual  layman  hardly  dare  ex- 
press an  opinion. 
,,Q  Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Sir,  this  is  at 
'  '  least  the  third  time  this  session  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  complimented  this 
House  upon  its  courage  in  dealing  with  pnlilia 
credit.  I  think,  of  all  kinds  of  courage,  that 
is  the  worst  kind  which  enables  persons  to 
deal  rashly  and  ignorantly  with  other  persons' 
money ;  and  especially  with  the  public  moneyi 
for  which  we  are  responsible  in  this  House. 
When  we  were  called  upon  suddenly,  without 
an  hour's  notice,  to  guarantee  two  millions  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  I  am  sure  I  was  not 
alone — I  believe  I  felt  very  much  as  other  mem- 
bers— in  thinking  that  we  hod  not  sufficient 
knowledge  to  know  whether  we  were  wise  in 
that  step ;  and  the  reason  why  nothing  was  done 
in  opposition  to  the  proposals  of  the  Qovemment 
in  that  case  was  that  we  were  not  sufficiently 
informed  on  the  position  of  the  colony  and  M 
the  bank  to  be  s3>le  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  opposing  what  was  proposed  by  the  ColooisI 
Treasurer  with  so  much  urgency.  We  have 
since  had  our  knowledge  very  much  extended, 
and  I  think  we  have,  at  least,  found  room  for 
doubt  as  to  whether  we  were  wise  in  that 
respect  or  not.  However,  thkt  is  dona,  and 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  call  that  occasion 
into  question  at  all.  But  now  we  are  called 
upon  to  dc,  I  think,  a  most  unwiso  thing. 
We  are  called  upon  to  guarantee  not  only 
the  bank  we  have  already  guaranteed,  but  aU 
the  other  banks  in  the  colony,  and  upon  in- 
formation that  certainly  does  not  justify  any 
Oovemment  in  doing  what  is  proposed  ondw 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Banking  Bill. 


[HODSB.] 


Banking  Bill. 


949 


the  Bill.  I  agree  with  all  that  has  been  said  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
and  said  so  very  modestly  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  Like  him,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  at  all  about  banks ;  but  I  do 
understand  what  we  are  asked  to  do,  and  if  I  do 
not  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
I  shall  propose  in  Committee  to  strike  out 
the  last  three  words  in  clause  3,  and  insert 
"shall  not  apply  to  guarantee  of  bank-notes 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand," — that  is, 
the  repeal  shall  not  apply.  This  will  guarantee 
vhat  has  become  our  own  bank  only  on  those 
new  and  too  easy  terms,  and  will  leave  the 
guarantee  to  other  banks  just  as  it  was  passed 
a  year  ago. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — I  for  one  cannot 
join  in  the  congratulations  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer has  invited  us  to  express  with  reference 
to  the  banking  legislation  of  this  session.  I 
think  it  has  been  most  unfortunate.  The 
gnarantee  was  given  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  in  absolute  ignorance  of  the  true 
position  of  the  oaxe,  and  I  think  it  must 
be  now  apparent  that  the  Government  did 
not  know  enough  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
real  surroundings  of  the  matter  at  the  time 
they  induced  this  House  to  guarantee  the  two 
millions  sterling.  To  acquit  them  of  acting 
nnder  dictation  is  to  condemn  them  of  culp- 
able ignorance.  They  knew  nothing  of  the 
circumstances.  Tliey  were  living  in  a  fools' 
paradise,  as  indicated  by  their  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  and  the  demand  burst  upon  them 
like  a  sadden  storm.  In  the  panic  of  the 
moment  they  would  have  rushed  to  any  wild 
«xtreme  that  circumstances  seemed  to  dictate. 
They  have  since  then  done  much  evil  by  copy- 
ing Australian  legislation  on  the  subject  of 
the  note-issues,  and  threatening  to  reduce  us, 
in  that  resiiect,  to  a  level  with  the  unfortunate 
experiences  of  the  sister  colonies.  Now  we  are 
asked  to  go  further  in  the  same  direction.  I 
will,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  ask 
honourable  members  to  realise  what  we  are 
now  invited  to  do.  I  doubt  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  correctly  informed  himself  of 
the  position  of  the  guarantee  that  might  be 
raven  by  Proclamation  under  the  Act  of  1893. 
He  seems  to  suppose  it  might  extend  to  all  the 
banks  carrying  on  business  in  the  colony ;  but 
this  is  not  so.  A  bank  that  is  carrying  on 
business  here  nnder  an  Imperial  charter  is  not 
a  bank  that  my  honourable  friend  could  by 
Proclamation  cover.  Clause  3  of  the  Act  of 
last  session  makes  this,  I  think,  clear.  It  pro- 
Tides  that — 

"  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  all  notes  pay- 
able on  demand  heretofore,  or  heresLfter  to  be, 
issued,  circulated,  or  reissued  in  the  colony  by 
any  bank  wider  authority  of  this  or  any  other 
AU  of  this  colony  in  that  behalf  shall,  to  the 
amount  of  the  issue  authorised,  be  a  first 
«barge  on  all  the  assets  and  property  of  that 
bank  being  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts  or 
other  obligations  contracted  or  entered  upon, 
«r  due  and  payable  in  the  colony ;  and  shall  be 
payable  in  gold  only  at  the  office  of  the  bank  at 
the  place  of  issue  of  the  said  notes  respectively, 


anything  contained  in  any  other  Act  notwith- 
standing." 

Then  we  come  to  section  5,  whioh  gives  power 
to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  make  bank- 
notes legal  tender.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  notes  whioh  the  Governor  may  by  this 
process  make  legal  tender  are  those  which  have 
been  issued  under  lawful  authority,  and,  as 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  pointed  out,  this  could 
only  extend  to  the  amount  of  coin,  bullion,  and 
public  securities  held  by  the  particular  bonk. 
Then,  we  come  to  the  proviso,  which,  in  the  first 
instance,  ran  thus  : — 

"Provided  that  no  Proclamation  shall  be 
made  unless  the  Governor  in  Council  is  satis- 
fied that  as  between  the  bank  and  its  creditors 
its  assets  exceed  its  liabilities  by  at  least  the 
sum  of  the  paid-up  capital  and  the  reserved 
profits." 

We  have  already,  on  the  invitation  and  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Ministry,  by  the  Bank- 
note Issue  Act  of  this  session,  struck  out  "  the 
reserved  profits,"  and  now  we  are  invited  to 
strike  out  "the  paid-up  capital,"  so  that  the 
Government  now  propose  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  a  bank  being  able  to  show  that  its 
assets  generally  exceed  its  liabilities.  But,  as 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),  great  part  of 
the  assets  of  most  of  the  banks  carrying  on 
business  in  the  colony  are  not  within  reach 
of  any  legislation  we  may  pass.  Their  assets 
are  outside  the  colony  altogether,  and  entirely 
beyond  our  power.  What  I  think  should  be 
done  with  reference  to  this  Bill  is  to  provide 
that  a  Proclamation  making  the  note-issue  of 
a  bank  legal  tender  should  only  issue  where 
the  Governor  in  Council  is  satisfied  that  the 
assets  of  the  bank  in  the  colony  exceed  the 
liabilities  in  the  colony.  That  would  be  a  fair 
and  businesslike  condition.  I  desire  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  point  that  it  is  very  im- 
portant to  safeguard  this  legal-tender  business, 
because  the  colony  is  ultimately  liable  for  these 
notes  if  from  any  cause  the  bank  should  not  be 
able  ultimately  to  pay  them  on  demand,  I 
ask  the  attention  of  honourable  members  to 
the  7th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1893,  whioh  has 
been  continued  in  force  by  the  Bank-note  Issue 
Act  passed  early  in  this  session.    It  is, — 

"At  any  time  within  six  months  after  the 
expiration  of  the  period  limited  by  any  original 
Proclamation  under  section  five,  or  by  suc- 
cessive Proclamations  thereunder  if  there  have 
been  more  than  one,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  on 
being  satisfied  that  a  hank-note  covered  by  any 
such  Proclamation  has  been  duly  presented  for 
payment  at  the  bank  issuing  the  same,  and 
has  not  been  paid,  shall,  without  farther  appro- 
priation than  this  Act,  pay  the  same  in  gold  to 
any  bond  fide  holder,  not  being  a  bank,  who 
may  present  the  same  for  payment  at  the 
Treasury." 

So  that  we  absolutely  guarantee  payment  of 
the  notes,  besides  making  them  legaJ  tender. 
Now  as  to  the  clause  in  the  Bill  which  deals 
with  amalgamation.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  he  acquitted  of  very  grave  respon- 
sibilify  in  connection  with   the  negotiationa 
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set  on  foot  with  reference  to  amalgamation. 
No  one  can  doubt  that  they  were  prompted  by 
the  Qovernment.  I  believe,  speaking  entirely 
from  outside  information,  that  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  never  desired  amalgamation,  and  that 
amalgamation  would  not  have  been  of  any 
advantage  to  it.  The  suggestion  of  amalgama- 
tion came  from  another  quarter  altogether ; 
and,  in  proof  of  that,  I  should  like  to  read  a 
passage  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  John  Murray 
at  the  special  meeting  of  shareholders  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  held  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember last.     He  says  this  : — 

"  It  has  been  asked  why,  when  it  appeared  as 
if  the  Qovernment  really  had  no  intention  of 
Ckllowing  amalgamation  to  take  place,  the  pro- 
posals in  that  direction  had  been  published. 
Well,  he  was  now  in  danger  of  saying  things 
he  ought  not  to  say,  but  he  believed,  and  still 
believed,  that  at  first  the  Government  were  in 
favour  of  amalgamation ;  and  certainly  he 
should  never  have  signed  any  provisional  agree- 
ment unless  he  had  been  perfectly  satisfied  of 
that.  However,  circumstances  arose  which  led 
the  Government  to  alter  its  views.  He  could 
gay  no  more  than  that." 

It  is  perfectly  clear  there  have  been  influ- 
ences at  work  during  the  past  few  mouths 
which  have  not  left  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
the  free  hand  that  it  should  have  had  in  the 
conduct  of  its  own  business.  That  is  the  rea- 
son mainly  why  I  have  given  notice  of  a  new 
clause,  which  would  prevent  any  interference 
with  the  Public  Account  of  the  colony.  The 
circumstances  indicated  by  Mr.  Murray  which 
prevented  amalgamation  coming  off  have  not 
been  made  known  to  us  ;  wo  are  left  to  surmise 
them :  but  it  would  seem,  although  no  exact 
information  was  available,  that,  guided  by  the 
Press  of  the  colony,  public  opinion  became  so 
strongly  alarmed  on  the  subject  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  unable  to  proceed  as  they  had 
first  intended.  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  prudent  course  was  to  have  referred 
the  proposals  as  to  amalgamation  to  some 
Committee  of  this  House,  which  could  have 
taken  evidence  on  the  subject  and  have  found 
data  to  determine  the  question.  That  course, 
however,  was  refused,  as  it  was  refused  in  the 
instance  of  the  two-million  guarantee,  and  will 
probably  be  refused  now.  The  Treasurer  says 
this  is  a  precautionary  measure ;  but  I  cannot 
think  these  so-called  precautionary  measures 
are  not  hurtful  in  their  tendency.  This  pre- 
sent proposal  is  one  to  whittle  away  part  of  the 
security  which  should  bo  available  in  the  event 
of  the  colony  guaranteeing  the  note-issue  of  any 
bank  in  our  colony.  Such  a  course  cannot  but 
be  more  injurious  than  my  honourable  friend 
is  willing  to  admit.  I  trust.  Sir,  in  Committee 
an  amendment  such  as  I  have  indicated  will  be 
carried,  as  some  safeguard  if  the  colony  is  un- 
fortunately called  upon  to  make  bank-notes  the 
equivalent  of  gold.  I  also  hope  the  new  clause, 
as  to  preserving  the  Public  Account  intact  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  will  be  added  to  the 
Bill.  It  is  our  duty  to  strengthen  the  bank  in 
every  reasonable  way.  To  weaken  it  by  divid- 
ing the  Public  Account  would  be  nothing  less, 
Mr.  O.  Hutchison 


I  think,  than  a  public  wrong.  We  know  very 
well  that  a  claim  has  been  put  forward  con- 
fidently by  the  Colonial  Bank  for  a  share  of 
the  Public  Account.  That  such  a  demand 
should  be  resisted,  I  belie\'e,  is  due  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  himself  no  less  than  to 
the  colony.  I  have  only  one  more  remaric  to 
make  with  reference  to  the  guarantee  the  colnny 
has  given  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The 
Press  has  far  and  wide  declared  the  position  to 
be  that,  having  guaranteed  the  two  millions, 
the  colony  is  now  bound  to  see  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  through  any  trouble  that  may 
arise.  My  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  has  expressed  much 
the  game  view.  Now,  I,  for  one,  desire  to  pub- 
licly state  that  I  do  not  consider  this  colony  is 
bound  to  give  another  penny  towards  re.scuing 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  and  unless  cir- 
cumstances are  shown  satisfactorily  to  justify 
further  assistance  such  a  step  ought  not  to  l^ 
contemplated.  I  believe  that  the  information 
we  have  had  since  the  Bank  Guarantee  Act 
was  passed  is  such  that,  if  we  bad  bad  it  when 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  the  Bill  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  go  through  without 
much  opposition. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— What  information  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON. —  "  What  informa- 
tion ?"  Well,  it  is  perhaps  not  desirable  to  dis- 
cuss the  particulars  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  I 
could  give  the  very  figures,  but  I  doubt  if  that 
would  be  to  the  public  advantage.  I  appeal 
to  honourable  members  whether  many  are  not 
satisfied  that  if  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
Guarantee  Bill  were  to  be  introduced  to-uight 
it  would  not  be  allowed  to  become  law.  And 
I  protest  against  our  action  in  that  emergency, 
when  we  were  suddenly  confronted  with  a 
responsibility  which  perhaps  none  of  us,  under 
the  circumstances,  would  have  dared  to  face, 
being  taken  as  committing  the  colony  to  any- 
thing further.  Although  we  did  not  refuse  the 
guarantee,  we  are  not  bound  to  more ;  and  I, 
for  one,  wish  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that, 
under  similar  circumstances,  I  would  strive  to 
keep  the  House  from  again  doing  as  it  did  on 
that  occasion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Sir,  I  could  not  think  it 
consistent  with  my  duty  as  a  member  of  tiiis 
House  to  allow  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
to  pass  without  stating  my  opinion  upon  the 
position,  and  I  regret  very  much  indeed  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  should  have  found  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  con- 
taining such  a  clause  as  clause  2.  I  cannot 
understand  any  member  of  this  House  who 
realises  the  responsibility  which  should  attach 
to  his  position  agreeing  to  pass  such  a  clause. 
Why,  Sir,  what  does  it  really  mean  ?  That  thil 
colony  is  practically  to  indorse  the  bank-note* 
of  any  bank  doing  business  in  the  colony, 
although  the  face-value  of  its  assets  is  only 
sufficient  to  meet  the  apparent  liabilities.  The 
position  seems  to  me  to  be  a  monstrous  one, 
and  I,  for  one,  shall  oppose  its  passing  to  the 
very  utmost.  Why,  Sir,  the  Government,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  busineas  until  now,  hav« 
been  plunging  in  the  wildest  manner  possible. 
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In  the  first  plase,  they  were  admittedly  ignor- 
ant of  the  position  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
irhen  they  brought  down  the  Bank  Guarantee 
Act  and  insisted  upon  passing  it  at  one  sitting. 
Later  on  it  was  quite  an  open  secret  that  they 
gave  encouragement  to  the  proposals  to  amaU 

gimabe  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the 
olonial  Bank,  and  then,  when  they  found  that 
public  opinion  was  very  strongly  against  them, 
they  withdrew  their  support  at  the  last  moment. 
It  is  also,  I  believe,  a  fact  that  within  the  last 
lew  days  it  was  their  full  intention  to  take 
power  from  this  House,  if  Ikey  could  get  it, 
to  sanction  the  amalgamation  of  these  two 
institutions  during  the  recess,  if  they  thought 
fit  to  do  BO,  and  also  to  dissociate  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Assets  Company  from  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  And  now,  as  the  final  out- 
come of  all  this,  we  have  a  Bill  put  before  us 
which  goes  mnch  further,  as  I  understand  it, 
than  any  legislation  ever  passed  in  the  colo- 
nies for  such  a  purpose.  The  Colony  of  New 
South  Wales,  for  instance,  has  got  an  Act  on 
its  statute-book  which  restricts  the  bank-note 
issue  to  one-third  of  the  paid-up  capital.  Now, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  fair  comparison 
between  the  authorisation  in  New  South  Wales 
and  that  which  we  have  here — namely,  that 
the  note-issue  shall  not  exceed  the  total  amount 
of  noin,  bullion,  and  public  securities  in  the 
possession  of  a  bank  in  the  colony  for  the  time 
being.  I  therefore  think  the  Treasurer  must 
admit  that  he  is  asking  the  colony  to  undertake 
a  much  greater  risk  than  is  borne  by  the  Colony 
of  New  South  Wales.  I  hope  the  honourable 
member,  when  he  replies,  will  deal  with  this 
point.  I  think  it  is  most  important,  and  that 
the  honourable  gentlemem  will  admit  that  it 
is  so. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  is  the  point? 
lib.  BUCHANAN.— The  point  is  that, 
whereas  in  New  South  Wales  the  note-issue 
is  restricted  to  one-third  of  the  paid-up  capital, 
and  the  law  only  makes  them  a  legal  issue  in 
the  country  districts — not  in  Sydney — in  the 
ease  of  this  colony,  as  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  the  bank-note  issue  is 
alreaidy  authorised,  and  is  now  proposed  to  be 
guaranteed  up  to  the  full  extent  of  the  coin, 
the  bullion,  and  the  public  securities  in  pos- 
session of  the  bank  for  the  time  being. 
Mr.  WARD.— The  things  are  different. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  stated  that  it  would  be 
difiScult  to  make  a  just  comparison  between  the 
two  positions,  but  that  I  was  satisfied  the  riek 
would  be  enormously  greater  under  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  than  is  the  case  in  New 
South  Wales.  Now,  there  is  another  important 
question  not  included  in  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Fatea, 
which  only  provides  that  no  portion  of  the 
oolony's  business  can  be  given  to  any  bank  other 
than  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  agreement  between  this  colony  and 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  does  not  in  any  way 
prevent  the  Government  from  making  deposits 
with  a  bank  other  than  the  Bank  oE  New  Zea- 
land. The  Treasurer  will,  I  suppose,  during 
tkia  recess,  proceed  to  raise  moneys  under  the 


Bills  which  we  have  passed  during  this  session, 
and,  as  I  understand  it,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
existing  law,  nothing  whatever  in  the  bank 
agreement  now  existing,  to  prevent  the  Trea- 
surer from  depositing  some  of  the  proceeds  of 
these  loans  with  a  ^nk  other  than  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  I  think  this  House  should 
..  oQ  take  effective  steps  to  prevent  this, 
because  in  the  event  of  the  particular 
bank  becoming  unable  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments we  shall  then  be  called  upon  to  prop 
up  still  another  bank  with  the  guarantee  of 
the  colony.  Dealing  with  such  enormous  risks 
as  this  can  only  end  in  disaster.  Then,  I  wish 
to  refer  to  another  point.  Taking  the  Scots- 
vian  of  the  S4th  July  last,  we  have  a  state- 
ment made  there  which  has  never  been  denied 
by  the  Treasurer,  nor  by  any  of  the  bank 
ofiicials — namely,  that  £600,000  uf  the  bank's 
moneys  have  been  spent  in  improving  the  pro- 
perties of  the  Assets  Company  since  the  forma- 
tion of  that  company  in  1890.  Obviously,  that 
must  have  depleted  the  bank's  coffers  to  a  large 
extent,  while  it  correspondingly  improved  the 
securities  for  the  million  and  a  half  of  deben- 
tures held  in  England.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  take  power  to  put  an  end  to 
any  further  expenditure  in  this  direction,  be- 
cause it  would  obviously  weaken  the  position 
of  the  colony  with  regard  to  its  two-million 
guarantee.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  more  at 
present,  but  when  the  Bill  is  going  through 
Committee  I  shall  endeavour,  as  far  as  I  pos- 
sibly can,  to  prevent  clause  2  from  passing  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  principal  pretext  for 
this  Bill  is  that  it  will  prevent  amalgamation 
from  taking  place  during  the  recess.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  any  reason  at  all  for  introducing 
fresh  bank  legislation.  I  am  sure  the  House 
would  have  been  quite  satisfied  to  take  the 
word  of  the  Treasurer  that  nothing  of  the  sort 
would  take  place,  and  with  the  control  which 
he  has  now  got  over  the  bank  no  amalgamation 
could  possibly  take  place  without  his  assent. 
Therefore  so  far  there  is  no  need  for  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject  is 
again  before  the  House,  because  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deal  with  banking  questions  again  and 
again,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  this 
House,  without  much  indirect  injury  resulting 
to  the  bank's  interest.  Since  we  are  largely 
interested  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  the 
thing  of  all  things  now  wanted  of  us  surely 
is  to  let  it  alone  and  give  the  directors  and  the 
management  an  opportunity  of  putting  things 
right.  No  such  institution  can  succeed  whose 
affairs  are  constantly  brought  before  the  House, 
as  has  been  the  case  over  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand;  and  I  think  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
was  not  justified  in  now  introducing  fresh  mea- 
sures affecting  the  bank  unless  under  circum- 
stances of  the  gravest  necessity.  Now,  he  does 
not  pretend  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
Bill,  beyond  the  reason  just  dealt  with  and 
the  possible  occurrence  of  a  crisis  during  the 
recess,  for  which  he  says  the  banking  legisla- 
tion already  on  the  statute-book  would  be  in- 
sufficient, because  it  is  alleged  that  to  establish 
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a  bank's  position  as  stipulated  would  take  time, 
-when  to  give  time  was  impossible.  It  has  al- 
ready been  pointed  out,  in  regard  to  the  excuse 
ofiored— that  it  would  be  impossible  on  short 
notice  to  show  that  a  bank's  paid-up  capital 
was  intact — that  it  was  no  more  difficult  than 
to  produce  a  certificate  proving  that  the  assets 
exceeded  the  liabilities,  and  that  therefore  it 
was  as  difficult  to  satisfy  the  Government  audi- 
tors in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  So  that 
there  is  really  no  foundation  for  that  pretext 
either,  and  we  are  thus  driven  to  look  elsewhere 
for  the  reason  why  this  surprise  is  sprung  upon 
us.  These  dangers  as  alluded  to  must  have  oc- 
curred to  the  Treasurer,  and  we  have  therefore 
to  look  further  to  learn  why,  in  their  presence, 
bo  introduced  this  Bill.  Kow,  without  point- 
ing to  any  special  bank,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  it  is  with  a  view  that  advantage  shall 
be  taken  of  the  Act  by  some  bank  or  banks 
during  the  recess ;  and  I  fear  that  next  session 
we  may  find  ourselves  so  entangled  with  some 
bank,  and  their  affairs  so  intermixed  by  this 
guarantee  of  notes,  through  moneys  in  its  hands 
or  otherwise,  that,  although  the  House  would 
not  now  agree  to  assist  such  an  institution,  this 
entanglement  will  serve  to  drive  the  House 
next  session  into  sanctioning  an  extension  of 
assistance,  for  which  there  is  no  valid  claim, 
and  which  will  not  bo  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony.  I  think  that  that  is  not  a  far-fetched 
argument,  because  we  con  now  see  quite 
well,  despite  the  appearance  of  sudden  emer- 

fency  and  haste  with  which  the  Bank  of  New 
ioaland  guarantee  was  pushed  through  the 
House,  that  the  step  had  been  premeditated 
for  months,  that  the  whole  scheme  was  laid  by 
the  London  directors  and  management  to  be 
sprung  upon  us  at  the  proper  time,  and  we  fell 
ready  victims  to  that  entanglement ;  and  I  do 
not  think,  from  that  experience,  that  I  go 
beyond  the  mark  in  fearing  that  this  is  an 
attempt  to  get  the  colony  entrapped  in  con- 
nection with  another  bank,  and  to  assume 
another  and  an  unknown  liability.  There  is 
no  justification  for  any  Government  coming 
to  the  rescue  of  a  bank  unless  it  first  sees 
that  the  bank  is  solvent,  and  only  when  some 
grave  crisis  in  public  affairs  had  arisen  which 
hod  brought  it  into  temporary  difficulties.  It 
is  only  such  circumstances  that  could  justify 
the  Government  in  coming  to  the  aid  of  any 
such  institution.  It  may  then  be  done  to 
avoid  the  disaster  that  overtakes  a  country 
through  the  failure  of  one  of  these  institutions, 
but  it  is  clearly  only  on  some  sudden  emer- 
gency and  when  the  bank  can  show  that  its 
position  is  sound  that  a  Government  is  justi- 
fied in  stepping  in  to  its  relief.  But  here  we 
are  asked  to  agree  to  rescue  or  assist  an  un- 
sound institution,  because  the  bank  we  ate 
providing  for  has  admittedly  lost  its  paid-up 
capital.  If  the  working  capital  is  lost,  or  even 
although  only  partially  lost,  and  the  assets 
Btill  somewhat  exceed  the  liabilities,  it  is  in 
an  insolvent  condition,  and  the  House  has  no 
right  to  undertake  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
that  bank ;  it  should  be  wound  up  in  the  ordi- 
Zkoiy  way.  And,  Sir,  this  quixotic  assistance, 
Jtr.  Duthie 


this  endeavour  to  save  shareholders  from  the 
consequences  of  reckless  trading,  is  bad;  wra 
are  nursing  certain  banks  into  a  chronic  state 
of  insolvency,  and  no  colony  can  be  prospenms 
with  such  insolvent  institutions  hanging  over 
its  commercial  life.  Danger  lowers  over  it, 
since  institutions  of  the  sort,  bolstered  np 
in  this  weakly  condition,  are  a  great  and  in- 
creasing danger  in  the  colonies.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  speaking  of  the 
guarantee  given  by  the  Note-issue  Act  in  New 
South  Wales,  kept  using  and  repeating  the 
word  "  Australia,"  thereby  leading  honourable 
members  to  suppose  it  was  a  general  thing 
throughout  Australia.  Kow,  this  measure  is 
confined  to  New  South  Wales,  and  is  there  in 
force  in  the  country  districts  only ;  the  Act 
is  not  applicable  to  Sydney.  A  Bank-note 
Issue  Act  is  in  force  in  New  South  Wales, 
but  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the  other 
colonies  of  Australia,  and  therefore  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  not  have  used  terms 
which  tend  to  mislead  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Then  my  ears  deceived  me; 
but  I  have  also  seen  the  same  language  used  in 
the  morning  paper. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  have  got  the  only  Act  hwe. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Unless  my  ears  deceived  me 
"Australia"  wasrepeatedly  used.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  also  pointed  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  in  giving 
that  guarantee  for  the  bank,  and  he  referred  to 
it  as  a  great  success,  and  as  having  proved  to 
be  wise  and  judicious.  Well,  Sir,  such  a  state- 
ment  from  the  Treasurer  cannot  pass  unchal- 
lenged, for,  if  it  was  the  success  he  claims, 
members  would  feel  justified,  and  would  now 
be  led  to  agree,  and  to  go  further  in  the  direc- 
tion proposed  by  this  Bill.  Now,  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  a  word  that  would  have  the  efiect 
of  injuring  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  but 
when  so  referred  to,  and  to  induce  members  to 
support  this  Bill,  one  at  least  is  justified  in 
briefly  referring  to  what  was  said  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  bank  at  the  meeting  on  the  3!7th 
August  last  in  London,  and  when  one  looks 
at  that  speech  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Trea- 
surer surely  cannot  have  read  it  when  he  tells 
this  House  and  the  colony  that  the  Guarantee 
Act  was  a  judicious  step.  We  are  aware  Hxai 
the  Assets  Company  took  over,  for  realiss^on, 
securities  valued  by  Mr.  Hean  at  £3,300,000 
or  £3,400,000  of  the  assets  of  the  bank.  The 
chairman  on  this  question  states, — 

"Here  I  may  say  that  the  Board  took  office 
on  the  understanding  that  this  report  of  Mr. 
Heon  was  to  be  accepted  by  the  shareholders  as 
a  basis  of  what  was  practically  the  reorganiza- 
tion. Then,  of  course,  the  result  of  tlmt  was 
that  in  the  balance-sheet  of  the  bank  then 
appeared  in  August,  1890,  and  has  always 
appeared  since,  this  large  asset  of  £1,850,000  in 
the  Estates  Company's  shares ;  and  the  hank, 
for  the  lost  four  years,  has  really  had  a  sort  d 
dual  existence.  There  has  been  the  potely 
banking  business  of  the  concern,  and  there 
has  been  this  lock-up  of  the  assets.  Kow,  tiia 
purely  banking  business  of  the  conoena  has 
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been  good  ;  it  has  been  distinotlj  good.  We 
have  not  only  been  able  to' pay  a  dividend  of 
8  per  cent.  —  which,  I  admit,  is  not  an  exor- 
bitant rate — but  we  have  during  the  four  years 
written  ofi  £60,000  of  bad  debts,  and  have 
pat  £45,000  into  Consols,  which  still  stand  in 
the  name  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  But 
we  have  not  been  so  fortunate  with  this  huge 
lock-up  of  the  assets  of  the  company,  and 
there  are  a  great  many  reaeons  for  it.  We 
(tarted  well  for  the  first  two  years,  and  we 
thought  we.  should  be  able  in  a  reasonable 
time  to  turn  it  into  a  liquid  asset.  But  things 
have  gone  against  us  in  the  last  two  years,  and 
especially  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The 
land  policy  of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand, 
the  special  taxation,  the  low  price  of  produce, 
and  bad  trade  generally,  have  very  much 
affected  the  returns  from  the  Estates  Com- 
pany :  indeed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  realise 
the  assets  anything  like  to  the  extent  we  had 
anticipated,  although  we  have  done  something 
in  that  direction.  The  total  amount  of  sales 
to  the  end  of  March,  1894,  realised  about 
£730,000,  and,  of  that,  there  is  still  owing 
from  purchasers  £156,000,  which,  however, 
is  secured  by  mortgages  on  the  properties. 
Then,  we  have  paid  oS  prior  encumbrances  and 
■ondry  calls  to  the  extent  of  £200,000,  leaving 
about  £340,000  on  deposit  to  the  bank,  and 
which  belongs  really  to  the  debenture-holders. 
But  within  the  last  year  or  two  our  realisa- 
tions have  been  very  small,  owing,  in  fact, 
to  the  causes  which  I  have  pointed  out 
to  you.  Now,  just  consider  for  one  moment 
what  a  load  this  lock-up  in  the  Estates 
Company  has  been  upon  the  bank.  Here 
is  £1,850,000  in  this  balance  -  sheet,  on 
wbioh,  if  it  had  been  liquid,  we  could  easily 
have  earned  6  per  cent.  We  have  never  got 
more  on  an  average  that  1}  i>er  cent,  as  divi- 
dend from  the  Estates  Company ;  so  that  the 
bank  has  always  been  working  with  a  loss  of 
profit  of  some  £75,000  to  £80,000.  Had  this 
asset  been  a  liquid  one,  the  bank  could  have 
earned  easily  10  per  cent.,  if  not  a  little  more. 
Of  course,  with  so  much  money  locked  ap,  the 
bank,  as  I  think  I  have  remarked  here  before 
more  than  once,  has  been  very  much  dependent 
for  its  dividends  upon  what  it  could  get  in  the 
shape  of  dividend  out  of  the  Estates  Company. 
I  have  told  you  how  small  it  has  been ;  but 
this  year  it  has  been  worse  than  ever,  and, 
instead  of  getting  any  dividend  out  of  it,  we 
have  had  to  lend  the  company  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  towards  meeting  the  debenture 
interest :  in  fact,  it  has  been  worked  at  a  loss. 
This,  of  coarse,  is  an  exceptional  year;  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  same  thing 
is  likely  to  occur  again  for  a  long  time ;  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  bank  has  had  to  put 
its  hand  into  its  pocket  and  find  a  consider- 
able sum  towards  the  payment  of  the  deben- 
ture interest  of  the  Estates  Company." 

Honourable  members  will  thus  see  that  the 
net  amount  realised  to  the  Slst  March  last  was 
only  £840,000.  That  was  all  the  cash  realised 
lintil  the  end  of  March  of  the  present  year. 
Zi6t  honourable  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  have 


ordinary  business  experience,  mark  what  this 
means,  and  consider,  if  the  Assets  Company  in 
four,  or,  rather,  nearly  five,  years  has  only 
realised  that  small  amount  of  money,  what  can 
you  expect  of  the  balance  ?  The  colony  is  com- 
mitted to  the  extent  of  two  millions,  with  no 
possible  escape  from  payment  of  that  amount 
but  on  that  realisation,  and  yet  that  is  all  that 
has  been  realised  up  till  the  end  of  March, 
1894.  I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  reading 
extracts  from  Mr.  Glyn's  interesting  and  in- 
structive speech  at  length ;  but  what  can  we 
expect  when  so  little  revenue  can  be  made  out 
of  these  assets,  insufficient  even  for  the  deben- 
ture interest?  We  must  look  this  matter  in 
the  face.  There  is  probably  very  little  chance 
of  these  assets  realising  more  than  the  secured 
debenture  claim  upon  them.  There  is  there- 
fore at  least  a  loss  far  in  excess  of  the  bank's 
capital  on  this  asset.  Then,  if  you  look  at  the 
bank's  balance-sheets,  starting  from  1888,  you 
will  find  year  after  year  that  they  have  alto- 
gether written  oft  over  four  millions  of  money, 
representing  their  loss  during  that  period,  but 
that  does  not  in  any  way  represent  the  full 
measure  of  their  losses.  We  find  from  the 
balance-sheet  laid  before  the  meeting  in  Lon- 
don that,  under  the  heading  "  Advances  and 
other  Debts  due  to  the  Bank,"  the  amount 
is  £4,855,569:  that  is  the  enormous  amount 
to  which  these  advances  have  again  risen. 
After  the  Assets  Company  was  formed  this 
amount  was  under  three  millions,  but  it  has 
crept  up  since  most  unwarrantably,  until  it  is 
now  nearly  five  millions.  As  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  pointed  out,  £600,000, 
according  to  a  very  reliable  British  paper,  the 
Scotsman,  has  been  advanced  out  of  the  bank's 
funds  to  assist  the  Assets  Company  in  improv- 
ing its  properties.  We  already  knew  something 
of  this  expenditure.  We  know,  for  instance, 
that  the  Onehunga  ironworks  have  been  car- 
ried on  at  a  loss  of  many  thousands  year  after 
year,  as  well  as  other  enterprises  of  that  sort. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  that  item  of  £600,000 
appears  as  on  asset  among  the  £4,855,569. 
The  chairman,  at  that  meeting  to  which  I 
have  referred,  was  pressed  for  an  explanation 
as  to  the  clause  bearmg  on  this  report.  The 
report  says, — 

"  Mr.  Snow  :  This  last  paragraph,  sir  — 
*  There  are  certain  accounts  in  the  bank's 
books ' 

"  The  Chairman :  I  have  replied  as  to  that. 
You  rather  weary  me. 

"  Mr.  Snow  :  Will  you  kindly  reply  agaiin? 

"  The  Chairman  :  There  are  some  accounts 
in  the  bank  which  were  old  accounts,  taken 
over  when  we  joined.  They  are  not  in  so  good 
a  position  as  they  were.  They  have  not  actu- 
ally realised  losses,  but  they  are  not  so  good 
owing  to  the  same  state' of  things  as  affected 
(he  Estates  Company.  We  do  not  think  we 
should  make  provision  for  that,  but  leave  it  to 
the  new  Board. 

"  Mr.  Snow  :  What  is  the  amount  7 

"  The  Chairman  :  I  cannot  tell  you ;  and  I 
wonld  not  if  I  conld." 
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"  Mr.  Snow :  Let  as  know  exactly  how  we 
stand. 

"  The  Chairman :  How  we  stand  is  thus — 
we  are  praotioally  banded  over  to  the  Oovern- 
mont." 

"A  Shareholder:  Yon  have  complained  that 
you  are  moribund.  You  apply  for  an  Act  of 
Assembly  authorising  £2,000,000  of  capital,  and 
now  you  complain  that  by  the  passing  of  that 
Act  you  are  in  a  moribund  position. 

"The  Chairman:  No;  I  said  the  Board  was 
in  a  moribund  position,  with  a  new  Board  in 
Wellington.  I  think  no  better  stroke  of  business 
was  ever  done  than  borrowing  these  £2,000,000. 
(Applause.)  It  is  the  strongest  bank  south  of 
the  equator." 

Sir,  there  are  in  this  item  of  £4,855,569  all 
the  items  carried  forward,  and  doubtfuls  arising 
during  the  four  or  five  years  since  the  clearing- 
up  of  the  bank's  affairs,  when  the  Assets  Com- 
pany was  formed.  As  I  have  said,  it  probably 
includes  the  £600,000  mentioned,  but  wo  shall 
have  no  accurate  guide  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
loss  on  the  item  until  the  new  Board  reports 
next  year.  There  is,  however,  an  enormous 
loss,  under  this  most  injudicious  guarantee, 
going  to  accrue  to  the  colony.  There  is  no  use 
in  blinking  the  fact,  or  shutting  our  eyes  to 
it,  and  the  sooner  we  realise  our  position  the 
better.  I  make  these  remarks  because  I  am 
told  the  Government,  despite  these  facts  and 
circumstances,  have  a  majority  for  this  mea- 
sure, and  I  consider  that  in  the  interent  of  the 
colony  it  is  a  duty  to  point  them  out,  so  that 
members  may  vote  with  their  eyes  open,  aware 
of  the  enormous  loss  we  have  to  face  by  our 
recent  unwarranted  legislation,  and  warned 
of  the  risk  we  run  of  further  loss  from  the 
Bill  before  us.  I  hope  each  member  of  the 
House  will  feel  the  responsibility  that  is  upon 
him,  and  will  act  according  to  his  judgment, 
and  that  members  will  not  be  called  upon,  or 
yield,  and  vote  out  of  party  allegiance  in  a 
question  of  this  sort.  We  have  no  right  to 
suffer  the  colony  to  be  plunged  into  further 
entanglement  in  banking  matters,  and  mem- 
bers ought  not  to  be  afraid  to  do  their  duty 
and  reject  this  Bill,  in  the  interests  of  the 
taxpayers.  An  honourable  member  has  passed 
me  a  note  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
right  of  the  Oovemment  to  give  part  of  the 
Public  Account  to  another  bank.  In  that  re- 
spect I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  will  be  agreed  to. 
By  the  agreement  in  1891  the  Bemittance 
Account  was  divided  between  the  Colonial 
Bank  and  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  but 
there  was  no  committal,  I  understand,  as  to 
loan-moneys — how  they  were  to  be  deposited  ; 
and  I  think  the  House  ought  to  safeguard  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  over  such  deposits.  We 
are  now  especially  interested  in  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  and  I  trust  there  will  be  found 
sufficient  members  of  this  House  to  agree  to 
the  clause  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  to  the  effect  that  no  moneys  shall 
now  be  placed  in  any  bank  not  already  gua- 
ranteed by  the  colony.  I  heartily  agree  with 
that  amendment,  and  for  these  various  reasons 
Mr.  Dutki* 


have  no  hesitation  in  voting  afjainst  the  seoond 
reading,  and  I  trust  that  honourable  membos* 
who  believe  in  the  views  I  have  expressed  will 
not  hesitate  to  throw  the  Bill  out. 

Mr.  HOOa.— Sir,  we  have  had  this  Bill  n- 
viewed  to-night  at  the  hands  of  the  bononr- 
able  members  for  Wellington  City  (Messrs.  Bell 
and  Duthie),  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  the  honourable  member  fixr 
Wairarapa,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea ;  and  I  observe  that  the  criticism  has  aH 
been  of  the  same  quality — it  has  been  adverse. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  that  no  banking  insti- 
tution could  possibly  stand  the  manner  in 
which  the  position  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  is  continually  being  brought  before 
this  House.  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
to  consider  for  a  moment  what  party  in  this 
House  is  responsible  for  bringing  the  affaiiB 
of  this  particular  bank  up  on  every  occasion. 
Have  we  not  noticed  day  after  day,  in  regard 
to  questions  affecting  this  bank,  that  those 
questions  have  emanated  from  the  honourable 
members  who  are  now  criticizing  this  Bill  so 
very  adversely?  What  has  the  honourable 
member  who  spoke  last  been  doing  with  regard 
to  this  particular  question  ?  Has  be  not  been 
attacking  the  Assets  Company?  Has  he  not 
been  decrying,  scarifying,  virtually  scalping 
this  bank,  and  in  every  possible  way  taming 
it  inside  out?  He  has  been  exhibiting  the 
balance-sheets  of  the  bank  before  the  public  of 
the  country  in  the  most  damaging  form ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  what  company,  solvent  or 
insolvent,  could  possibly  stand  for  any  time 
criticisms  of  this  character.  I  say  that,  no 
matter  whether  the  State  is  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  this  bank  or  not,  there  are  not  a  few  in 
this  colony  who  are  indebted  to  this  banking 
institution ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  gross  ingratitude  for  certain 
honourable  members  to  be  holding  up  to  scorn 
a  financial  institution  that  has  stood  by  New 
Zealand  for  many  years  past,  and  which  has 
undoubtedly  done  good  service  to  some  of  her 
oldest  settlers.  The  question  of  the  solvency 
of  this  particular  hank  has  been  raised,  and  ite 
credit  has  been  decried ;  it  has  been  designated 
as  a  bank  in  serious  difficulties,  and  its  balanoe- 
sheet  has  been  used  to  demonstrate  that  far 
years  past  it  has  been  suffering  enormous  losses, 
which  it  could  not  possibly  stand.  This  is  the 
way  in  which  an  endeavour  is  made  to  injure 
the  institution  that  we  are  endeavouring  to 
raise  by  assisting  it  with  the  credit  of  the 
colony  itself.  I  say  this  is  no  plaoe  for  rais- 
ing questions  as  to  the  solvency  or  insolvency 
of  institutions  which  have  such  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  financial  history  of  the  ooun- 
try.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  banks  of  Aus- 
tralia have  passed  through  a  very  severe  orin>> 
and  the  banks  of  New  Zealand  have  possibly 
felt  the  effects  of  that  crisis.  It  is  also  abso- 
lutely true  that  daring  the  present  aession 
we  have  assisted  our  banking  institutions  in 
order  that  they  might  be  able  to  meet  the 
demands  that  might  be  made  npon  then. 
This   is  not    the    first  time   in    the   worUCk 
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hiatory  that  a  similar  oiisis  has  been  experi- 
enced by  banks,  not  merely  in  the  Austra- 
lian Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  What  has  been  the  history 
of  banking  in  Oreat  Britain  and  America? 
Have  there  been  no  crises  there  of  a  similar 
character  to  that  which  has  afleoted  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  ?  I  say  there  is  hardly  a  bank 
with  a  history,  not  even  the  Bank  of  England, 
-which  has  not  had  at  some  period  a  similar 
experience  to  that  of  the  bai^s  in  Australia. 
Bat  what  is  the  reason  for  the  crisis  that  has 
occurred  ?  Has  it  been  because  some  of  those 
banks  are  in  a  chronic  state  of  insolvency? 
Cibn  it  be  said  that  any  of  the  banks  of  New 
Zealand  are  in  that  position  at  the  present 
time,  or  that  they  are  not  able  to  pay  if  called 
upon — not  able  to  meet  every  call  made  upon 
them?  What  are  the  facts?  They  are  sol- 
vent, beoaose  their  assets  are  in  excess  of  their 
liabilities ;  and  if  only  they  could  be  assured  of 
stifficient  time  to  realise  upon  those  assets,  al- 
most without  exception,  both  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand,  they  would  be  able  to  meet  their 
obligations.  Wo  know  that  the  reason  why  the 
recent  bank  crisis  occurred  was,  not  so  much 
owing  to  depreciation  in  values,  but  because 
in  time  of  depression  it  is  not  possible  for 
banks,  any  more  them  it  is  possible  for  public 
companies,  to  realise  upon  their  assets.  The 
honoarable  member  for  Wairarapa  accused  the 
Government  of  plunging  into  wild  schemes  of 
finance. 

An  Hon.  Uembbb. — So  they  are. 

Mr.  HOGG.  — The  honourable  gentleman 
denounced  the  Government  as  being  extremely 
culpable  because  of  the  measures  they  have 
brought  forward  in  order  to  strengthen  finan- 
cial institutions,  and  he  accused  them  of  using 
their  position  to  make  them  as  sound  as  pos- 
sible. He  also  stated  that  it  was  an  open  secret 
that  the  Government  of  the  colony  encouraged 
the  proposal  of  the  bank  to  which  I  am  referring 
to  amalgamate  with  the  Colonial  Bank,  and 
that  it  was  the  Government  that  withdrew  at 
the  last  moment.  Then,  again,  several  honour- 
able members,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
have  opposed  clause  2.  What  is  the  object  of 
this  clause?  The  sole  object  is  to  strengthen 
the  whole  of  the  banks  in  the  colony — not 
merely  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand — and  to  put 
them  in  a  much  better  position  than  they  now 
enjoy — to  provide  that  if  Parliament  is  not 
in  session  they  may  be  prepared  for  any  emer- 
gency. We  know  there  is  an  old  proverb  that 
it  is  the  unexpected  that  always  happens  ;  and 
I  shonld  like  to  know  from  the  gentlemen 
who  are  adversely  criticizing  this  Bill  now  be- 
fore us,  and  who  are  attacking  the  Government 
lor  bringing  forward  a  Bill  to  assist  the  bank- 
ing institntions  of  New  Zealand,  are  not  they 
individually  concerned  in  these  banking  in- 
stitntions ?  The  labour  representatives  in  this 
House  have  not  said  one  single  word  this  even- 
ins  against  this  measure ;  we  have  not  heard  a 
lyTlable  from  the  lips  of  the  men  who  are  asso- 
oilbted  with  labour ;  but  all  we  have  heard  is 
fiom  the  representatives  of  capital,  and  it  is 
from  them  that  we  have  had  the  whole  of  this 


adverse  criticism.  I  only  wish  that  the  efieot 
of  any  disaster  that  might  occur  to  these 
banks,  if  the  legislation  we  are  now  endea- 
vouring to  pass  is  not  passed  into  law,  could  be 
confined  to  the  individuals  who  are  denouncing 
this  legislation  to-night.  I  wish  we  could  ex- 
empt people  all  over  the  colony  from  the  effects 
of  the  non-passing  of  Bills  of  this  character, 
because  in  that  case  I  should  be  only  too  ready 
to  take  opposing  members  at  their  word,  and 
walk  into  the  same  lobby  with  them  and  get  rid 
of  this  clause.  Honourable  members  who  are 
supporting  the  Government  in  this  House,  and 
especially  the  representatives  of  labour,  must 
notice  that  those  who  are  now  opposing  the 
Government  in  trying  to  help  the  financial 
institutions  are  the  representatives  of  capital. 
They  have  enjoyed  monopolies  in  the  past,  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  helped  them  to  ac- 
quire estates  and  embark  in  commercial  enter- 
prises, and  it  is  base  ingratitude  to  turn  round 
now  and  say  that  this  in.stitution  is  absolutely 
insolvent :  yet  that  is  the  language  that  they 
use  towards  an  institution  that  has  been  both 
a  mother  and  a  father  to  them.  I  believe  in 
speaking  plainly.  It  is  base  ingratitude  on  the 
part  of  certain  members  of  this  House  who  are 
sspresentatives  of  wealth  that  they  should  re- 
fer to  this  institution  in  the  way  they  are  doing 
to-night.  I  say  that  if  this  Bill  is  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  any  particular  portion  of  the 
community  it  is  that  portion  which  those 
gentlemen  are  understood  to  represent  in  this 
House.  I  intend  to  support  the  Bill ;  but  I  say 
that  if  it  were  not  for  a  regard  for  what  might 
happen  to  people  outside  the  walls  of  uiis 
building  I  should  be  only  too  glad  to  take  the 
honourable  gentlemen  at  their  word  in  striking 
out  clause  2  of  the  BUI.  I  should  cheerfully 
follow  them  into  the  lobby,  because  I  believe 
they  would  very  quickly  go  down  on  their 
bended  knees  and  ask  that  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  clause 
which  at  present  they  profess  to  be  anxious  to 
get  rid  of. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  that  this  is  a  very  important  Bill.  I 
regret  that  there  should  have  been  need  for 
another  Bank  Bill,  ns  I  understood  that  there 
were  to  be  no  more  Bills  on  this  subieot  brought 
before  the  House.  In  cases  of  this  character 
we  must  accept  really  what  the  Government 
have  to  tell  us,  and  if  they  say  it  is  necessary 
for  the  finances  of  the  colony  that  this  Bill 
shonld  be  passed  we  ought  to  give  their  state- 
ment very  careful  consideration.  I  think  we 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  before  last  elec- 
tion the  Premier  told  the  colony  that  he  would 
allow  no  bank  to  fail.  The  colony  therefore 
was  warned  of  what  it  might  have  to  do, 
and  members  who  were  returned  pledged  to 
support  the  Government  must  have  taken  that 
along  with  them  as  part  of  their  responsibility. 
As  to  the  Bill  itself,  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  3rd  clause,  and  the  whole  of  the  objec- 
tions raised  to  that  section  of  the  Bill  may  be 
narrowed  to  the  question,  Are  the  Govern- 
ment to  insist  upon  being  satisfied  that  the 
capital   of    the    bank  is  intact,  before    they 
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gnaractee  the  note-issue?  And,  as  oar  Act 
of  last  year  provides  that  bank-notes  are  to  be 
the  first  charge  on  the  assets  of  banks  in  the 
colony,  the  reason  does  not  seem  to  be  so  great. 

-.-  I  understand,  however,  two  proposals 
have  been  made :  one  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),  in 
which  he  desires  that  this  clause  should  be 
restricted  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand;  and 
one  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn, 
that  it  should  not  be  restricted  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand — in  fact,  that  it  should  not  apply 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  although  it  might 
apply  to  the  other  banks.  That  is,  he  proposes 
the  converse 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  — We  both  propose  the 
same. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.  — I  understood  it  was  the 
other  way.  However,  I  would  say  that  this  is 
what  we  have  to  look  to:  We  have,  I  apprehend, 
to  look  more  after  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
than  any  other  bank.  We  have  already  given 
it  a  guarantee  of  £2,000,000,  and  we  have  to  see 
that  this  sum  shall  not  be  lost  to  the  colony. 
If  we  put  this  clause  in  the  Bill  we  tend  to 
weaken  the  institution  that  wo  are  backing 
up :  and  what  I  think  we  should  do  instead  of 
that  is  to  allow  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  the 
face  of  this  House,  to  say  that  ho  will  not 
guartuiteo  any  new  bank  unless  he  sees  that  it 
is  more  than  ordinarily  secure.  I  do  not  think 
that  we  should,  as  a  colony,  come  to  the  aid 
of  any  more  banks  than  we  have  done,  and  if 
I  thought  this  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  would 
cost  an  additional  responsibility  on  the  colony, 
even  as  regards  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  I 
would  oppose  it;  but  It  seems  to  me,  so  far 
from  that,  the  bullion,  coin,  and  Government 
securities  being  against  the  note-issue  with  the 
clause  in  the  Act  of  last  year,  that  the  bank- 
note issue  is  already  a  first  charge,  which  takes 
priority  over  any  other  debts,  which  the  two- 
million  gnarantee  does  not.  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  much  risk.  Yon  cannot  increase 
the  bank-note  issue.  I  do  not  care  whether  you 
guarantee  your  bank-note  issue  or  not,  you 
cannot  get  this  colony  to  absorb  more  than  a 
certain  amount  of  paper  money.  That  is  not 
an  opinion  of  my  own.  I  take  it  from  the 
effect  of  the  guarantee  given  to  the  banks  in 
Sydney.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  guaranteed 
the  note-issue,  the  increase  of  paper  money 
there  was  merely  nominal :  in  fact,  I  do  not 
think  it  was  anything  at  all.  That  shows,  Sir, 
that  no  colony  can  absorb  more  than  a  certain 
amount  of  paper  money,  and  whatever  may  be 
the  nature  of  your  transactions  the  paper 
money  will  not  increase.  You  will  find  that 
you  cannot  issue  more  notes  than  these  banks 
issue  now.  The  guarantee  of  our  issue  in  New 
Zealand  of  all  the  banks  combined  will  not 
vary  much  over  a  million,  and  you  will  not  be 
increasing  this  note-issue.  What  will  happen 
by  your  guarantee  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land? I  suppose  it  will  not  exceed  half  a  mil- 
lion, and  that  will  be  a  first  charge  on  the 
assets  which  the  bank  will  have — against  the 
Government  securities,  bullion,  and  coin.  I  do 
Sir  B.  StoiU 


not  think,  therefore,  the  risk  is  much.  If  yon 
were  to  put  in  the  amendment  of  my  coUeagne 
(Mr.  Bell)  that  might  be  casting  a  slur  on  the 
bank  and  injuring  its  credit,  and  it  would  be  iai 
better  to  demand  from  the  Treasurer,  befois 
we  agree  to  this,  that  he  will  give  the  goaiantee 
I  have  asked  for.  Let  me  say  one  word  about 
the  proposed  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  in  reference  to  the  Colonial 
Bank.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Colonial  Bank 
can  be  debarred  of  the  business  it  gets  from 
the  Government  now,  but  I  think  yon  ought 
to  deal  liberally  with  the  Colonial  Bank,  for 
this  reason  :  You  have  come  to  the  aid  of  one 
bank  that  is  in  competition  with  other  private 
banks.  Well,  that  is  giving  it  a  very  great 
handicap;  and,  if  you  treat  the  Colonial  Bank 
or  other  banks  harshly,  as  a  result  you  may 
cause  them  to  be  put  in  a  very  peculiar  por- 
tion, though  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
chance  of  their  being  injured.  And,  then,  ate 
you  to  be  called  on  to  give  aid  again?  You 
cannot  go  and  extend  your  liabilities  in  tlii« 
way.  I  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  not 
to  add  that  clause  to  the  Bill,  but  I  think  we 
must  leave  it  to  the  Government  to  say  wbat 
should  be  done.  I  think  the  Government  shonld 
support  the  institution  they  have  guaranteed, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  ought  not  to  deal 
harshly  with  other  institutions ;  and  if  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  allowing  drafts  to  be  passed 
through  the  Colonial  Bank  for  transmission  to 
London  I  do  not  think  the  Government  should 
take  from  the  bank  its  share  of  that  busings. 
I  consider  that  we  have  not  before  ns  now — 
and  we  could  not  have  before  now — a  question 
as  to  whether  the  colony  should  indorse  the 
bank-notes  of  all  banks ;  no  bank  has  asked 
for  that— neither  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  nor 
any  other  bank — and  consequently  we  are  not 
in  a  position  to  say  whether  this  indorsement 
should  be  given  or  not,  and  we  must  cast  this 
responsibility  on  the  Government,  we  cannot 
take  the  responsibility  on  the  House;  it  is  an 
administrative  act :  but  I  hope  the  Government 
will  give  the  pledge  I  ask.  If  they  do,  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  necessary  to  press  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bell).  I 
do  trust  that  the  Government  will  give  this 
pledge,  and  will  ondertake  that  we  are  not, 
either  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  or  for 
any  other  bank,  going  to  cast  any  additional 
responsibility  upon  the  colony  unless  it  be 
properly  safeguarded  by  guarantees,  and  be 
made  perfectly  safe  and  without  any  risk  what- 
ever of  loss.  Unless  that  is  done  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  cast  a  greater  responsibility 
on  the  colony  than  this  £2,000,000  which  I  have 
already  mentioned.  We  have  gone  for  enougb, 
and,  if  this  private  institution  cannot  cany 
on  its  business  with  the  two-million  gnarantee 
that  we  have  given,  then  it  is  far  better  that «« 
should  know  Uie  worst  and  see  what  we  have  to 
face  at  once,  because  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake 'for  ns  to  increase  the  liabilities  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  think  we  are  in  the  position  to 
do  that,  and  I  will  ask  the  Treasurer,  before  I 
vote  for  this  clause,  if  he  will  give  his  under- 
taking that  he  will  not  cast  any  »^iiitw)p«' 
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raaponsibility  apon  us,  and  that  he  is  not  going 
to  take  in  any  other  bank  unless  be  sees  that  its 
•■sets  are  more  than  sufficiently  safeguarded. 
The  Government  has  taken  up  this  attitude, 
•ad  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  demand  what  I 
fa*ve  asked,  and  I  do  not  think  that  then  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  should  be 
pressed ;  and  I  again  repeat  that  to  single  out 
one  bank  in  the  Bill  would  tend  to  weaken  the 
credit  of  the  institution,  which  we  have  to  deal 
with,  not  in  New  Zealand  alone,  but  also  in 
Ijondon.  I  say  again  we  cannot  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  determining  this  matter  in  the 
House,  it  is  for  the  Qovernment  to  bear  that 
nsponsibility,  and  I  do  hope  they  will  give  the 
pledge  I  have  mentioned,  because  if  it  is  not  so 
given  I  shall  have  to  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  I  am  rather  sur- 
prised at  tbe  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  I  fail  to  see  why  mem- 
bers of  this  House  should  try  to  divest  them- 
seWes  of  their  share  of  responsibility,  and  try 
to  pat  it  all  on  the  Qovernment.  I  hold  that 
every  member  of  this  House  must  take  his 
share  of  responsibility  in  connection  with  any 
loem  that  is  proposed  in  the  House.  I  am 
not  going  to  take  up  the  same  position  as  the 
honourable  member  takes,  but  will  take  my 
shaie  of  responsibility,  and  not  cost  it  all  on  the 
Oovemment.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word 
to  embarrass  the  Oovemment  in  any  way.  But 
I  have  to  say,  after  thinking  the  matter  over 
quietly  and  deliberately,  that  clause  2  of  this 
Bill  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass.  I  am  not 
going  to  mince  matters  in  any  way,  and  for  my 
own  part  I  will  be  no  party  to  passing  this  Bill, 
and,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  my  voce  will  go, 
olanse  2  of  the  Bill  will  not  pass.  I  should  like 
to  ask  some  of  those  honourable  members  who 
are  asleep  on  the  benches,  while  a  matter  of  such 
great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  colony 
IS  being  discussed,  whether  they  are  prepared 
to  allow  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  to  become 
responsible  for  the  losses  of  any  bank  in  the 
oolony.  We  have  already  gone  a  great  length 
in  assisting  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  ^o- 
bably  we  have  gone  so  far  that  we  shall  have  to 
continue  that  assistance  still ;  but  X  say  now 
that  we  should  not  attempt  to  go  outside  that 
institution  and  get  ourselves  mixed  up  in  any 
way  with  any  other  bank  in  tbe  colony.  I 
say  that  if  there  is  any  other  bank  in  the 
oolony  which  is  in  such  a  position  that  they 
would  have  to  apply  to  the  Government  for 
assistance,  as  proposed  in  clause  2  of  this 
Bill,  the  sooner  that  bank  winds  up  and 
liquidates  tbe  better.  I  for  one  in  this 
Bouse  will  protest,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  against 
placing  any  further  burdens  on  the  taxpayers 
of  the  colony  in  connection  with  any  banking 
institution  in  it.  During  this  session,  every 
time  these  banking  Bills  have  been  intro- 
duced, I  have  noticed  that  honourable  mem- 
bers have  appeared  to  be  afraid  to  approach 
the  subject  by  giving  any  expression  of  theix 
opinions  as  to  thuKC  institutions.  I  do  not 
know  why  honourable  members  should  hesi- 
tate to  do  so.  For  my  own  part,  I  shall  do  what 


I  believe  to  be  my  duty,  and  shall  oertainly  vote 
against  clause  2  of  this  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — Will  you  vote  for  the 
second  reading  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  — I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  vote  against  the  second  reading,  because 
X  think  clause  3  should  be  passed.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer does  not  meet  the  case  in  any  way, 
although  he  now  proposes  to  include  paid-up 
capital  and  reserve  funds.  That  means  simply 
the  assets  of  the  bank,  and  we  know  very  well 
what  the  assets  in  some  of  these  institutions 
are.  In  some  cases  I  do  not  believe  50  per 
cent,  could  be  realised  of  the  assets  as  they 
stand  in  the  books  of  the  banks.  Every  mem- 
ber in  the  House  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
finance,  or  who  has  any  sense  of  responsibility, 
should  make  it  his  duty  to  see  that  we  do  not 
place  any  further  burdens  on  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony.  I  am  afraid  that  we  have  gone 
rather  too  far  already  in  this  direction,  but  I 
say  that  we  should  go  no  further  in  maUng 
the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  responsible  for  the 
least  assistance  to  any  of  these  institutions. 
I  trust  that  when  the  Bill  goes  to  Commit- 
tee clause  2  will  be  eliminated  altogether. 
Clause  3,  I  think,  should  be  passed,  and  should 
put  this  bank  in  such  a  position  that  there 
will  be  no  fear  or  dread  arising  among  our 
constituents  during  the  next  nine  months.  I 
do  not  wish  to  cause  any  fear  or  alarm  myself ; 
still,  I  am  afraid,  unless  we  are  very  careful 
how  we  deal  with  these  institutions,  the  colony 
will  be  let  in  for  very  serious  consequences. 
Of  course,  in  dealing  with  a  question  like  this, 
there  are  very  few  of  us  who  are  in  a  position 
to  pronounce  absolutely  upon  all  the  proposals. 
We  have  not  got  the  information ;  we  have  to 
depend  almost  entirely  on  what  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  tells  us ;  but  we  all  know  sufficient 
to  know  this  :  that  if  we  incur  liabilities,  if  we 
pass  legislation  which  will  make  the  taxpayers 
responsible  for  the  losses  of  any  of  these  insti- 
tutions, we  are  not  doing  our  duty  to  those  who 
have  sent  us  here.  I  trust  that  when  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee  honourable  members  will  insist 
upon  eliminating  clause  2  from  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  intended  to  leave 
all  that  was  to  be  said  further  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  this  question  to  my  colleague  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  but  I  think  I  should  be 
wanting  in  my  duty  to  tbe  House  and  to  the 
oolony  did  I  allow  the  speeches  which  have 
been  made  upon  this  subject  to  go  unchal- 
lenged. The  present  is  a  time  when  and  this 
is  a  subject  in  connection  with  which,  I  think, 
all  political  feeling  should  be  set  aside,  and 
we  should  deal  with  this  question  as  states- 
men, and  as  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
do  that  which  we  believe  to  be  right  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  Some  speeches  that 
we  have  listened  to,  and  more  particularly  the 
speech  of  tbe  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie),  were  painful  to  hear. 
Tbe  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Dutbie)  does  not,  as  a  rule,  take  a  bright 
view  of  things,  but  his  speech  to-night  was 
absolutely   pessimistic.     It  was   even   worse 
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than  that:  it  wag  vindiotive.  I  (honld  have 
thought,  had  he  come  here  with  a  desire 
to  injure  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the 
whole  of  our  colonial  banks,  and  to  further 
the  interests  of  foreign  banks,  he  oould  not 
have  done  more  than  he  has  done.  But  I  do 
not  wish  to  misrepresent  him.  If  I  am  mis- 
taken in  my  interpretation  of  his  remarks,  well 
and  good  ;  but  I  do  say  that  in  making  the  re- 
marks which  he  has  made  with  reference  to  one 
banking  institution  in  this  colony — I  allude  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand — in  applying  the  terms 
which  he  did  to  that  bank,  if  he  wanted  to 
bring  about  a  serious  trouble,  if  he  wanted  to 
bring  about  a  financial  crisis,  he  could  not  have 
used  words  which  would  have  done  more  to 
bring  that  about  than  ho  has  used.  He  has 
quoted  in  support  of  his  statement  some 
questions  which  were  asked — and  we  are  not 
sure  as  to  whether  the  newspaper  report  is 
correct — of  the  chairman  of  the  directors  ; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that 
lieavy  losses  have  been  made,  and  that  there 
are  accounts  upon  which  no  interest  hag  been 
made.  Why  did  he  not  tell  us  that  upon  the 
debentures  of  the  Assets  Company  they  have 
paid  more  than  interest — 5  per  cent.?  He 
ought  to  have  told  us  that  has  taken  place. 
If  he  had  stated  that  on  the  balance  there  has 
been  only  a  small  interest  made  he  would  have 
told  us  the  truth ;  and  I  put  it  to  him,  in 
the  case  of  commercial  men  in  this  colony 
during  the  last  two  years,  what  have  they 
made  upon  the  whole  of  their  capital  ?  And 
is  it  to  be  said  that,  because  daring  the  time  we 
have  been  labouring  under  severe  di£Bcultie8 
they  have  not  been  able  to  make  interest  on 
the  capital  invested,  they  are  not  solvent? 
If  we  are  to  believe  that  argument  in  the  case 
of  this  institution,  it  would  apply  to  a  very 
great  number  of  the  best  firms  in  the  colony. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  make  such  a  state- 
ment, because  it  has  been  due  to  the  influence 
of  the  bad  harvests  and  low  prices,  and  to  cir- 
cumstances which  are  beyond  the  control  of 
any  one  in  this  country ;  and  we  are  not  in  New 
Zealand  responsible  for  the  financial  disasters 
which  have  occurred.  Australia  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  it  solely.  I  say  that  it  has  been 
worldwide ;  and  we  ought  to  congratulate  our- 
selves on  the  fact  that,  though  our  near  neigh- 
bours have  suffered,  our  country  has  remained, 
so  far,  absolutely  unscathed.  I  say  that  for 
an  honourable  gentleman  to  take  up  the  posi- 
tion which  the  honourable  member  opposite 
has  done  is  not  doing  justice  to  the  country, 
and  is  not  fairly  representing  the  intelligent 
people  of  Wellington ;  and  I  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  to  say  such 
things  as  we  have  heard  said  by  him  in  this 
debate.  What  did  the  honourable  member  tell 
us?  He  said  that  this  is  a  scheme  to  entrap 
the  colony.  What  a  reflection  to  cast  upon 
Ministers  t  What  a  reflection  it  is  to  say  that 
all  honourable  members  who  support  this 
measure  are  doing  so  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
trapping the  people  of  the  colony — concocting 
»  scheme  with  no  other  object  in  view  than  to 
«ntrBp  the  colony  into  severe  losses — to  ask  the 
Mr.Seddm 


colony  to  undertake  liabilities  which  will  be  a 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers !    I  say  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  gentlenuui 
in  this  respect  is  absolutely  and  utterly  with- 
out foundation.     I  say  that  the  Ministry  are 
not  seeking  to  entrap  the  colony.     They  ate 
not  seeking  to  do  any  more  than  that  which 
we  believe,  as  prudent  men,  is  absolutely  neces-        | 
sary ;  and  we  are  bound  to  do  that  which  we        i 
asked  Parliament  to  do  when  we  passed  the 
Bill  of  this  session,  and  which  we  thought  we 
had   done  when   it    was  passed.     Bat,     aftet 
the  measure  was   passed,  when    we   came  to 
see  the  legislation  which  had  taken  place  in 
one  of  the  other  colonies,  and  after  a  carefiU 
reading,  and  with  the  fullest  information  in 
connection  with  the  whole  of  our  institntionK, 
foreign  and  otherwise,  we  came  to  the  conclo- 
sion  that  our  legislation  should  be  such  that,  if 
required,  it  could  be  acted  upon  without  delay. 
As  the  law  now  stands,  I  say  that  could  not  be 
done.     The  question  put  is  this:  Shall  we  re- 
main in  a  position  vrith  our  bands  tied  behind 
our  btusks  and  unable  to  move  should  the  aeces- 
sity  arise  ?   Certainly  not.    Therefore  we  come 
to  Pskrliament  and  say,  "  That  is  the  law  as  it 
stands ;  this  is  the  law  as  it  should  be,"  and 
we  ask  you  to  place  us  in  a  position  which  the 
Legislature  intended.     Did  the  Legislature  in- 
tend, when  it  passed  the  Act  of  this  session, 
that  it  should  be  inoperative — that  it  should  be 
such  a  law  that  even  in  the  case  of  an  emer- 
gency arising  it  could  not  be  used  ?    Or  was  it 
intended  that,  if  an  emergency  did  arise,  the 
Government  should  be  able  to  taJce  the  necessary 
steps  to  give  effect  to  the  law  ?     I  say  this  was 
the  intention ;  and,  this  being  the  intention, 
the  Government  were  justified  in  bringing  down 
this  measure.     Does  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Ifr.   Duthie)  think  for 
a   moment   that   we   would   bring   down   this 
Bill  unless  we  thought  there  was  some  neces- 
sity for  it?     We  were  told  that  if  we  proceeded 
with  it  there  would  be  marked  hostility  to  it, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw  it. 
The    Government    believe   in   a   bold   ooutse 
being  taken.     We  believe  that  if  there  is  a 
difficulty  we  should  face  it  and  overcome  it. 
We  decided  to  state  the  position  fairly  to  the 
House,  and  rely  on  a  majority  carrying  tin 
measure.      It  was   for  this    reason    that  the 
Government,  in  spite  of  the  threats  made,  de- 
cided to  go  on  with  the  Bill.    The  honout^e 
member  said  that  our  party  was  to  be  called 
upon,   and  that  honourable   members  would 
support  the  measure  from  party  motives,  and 
would  not  act  conscientiously  ;  and  he  advised 
honourable   members  to   act    conscientiously. 
I   hope    the    honourable    member    will    ap]^ 
his   advice   to    himself.      I    also    hope  every 
honourable  member  will  act  conscientiously. 
I  may  tell  the  hononrable  member  that  this  it 
not  a  party  question  at  all.    This  is  a  matter 
of  so  much  moment  and  of  such  importance 
that  we  say  that  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House   should   do  what   I   believe,  and   what 
the  Government  believe,  and  what  I  think  the 
great  majority  of  the  country  believe  to  be  the 
proper  thing  to  do,  and  that  is,  to  see  that 
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what  has  oeontrad  in  the  other  colonies  shall 
not  eventuate  in  New  Zealand.  If  we  bad 
not  done  what  Parliament  has  been  asked  to 
do  this  session,  where  should  we  be  now  ?  In 
teference  to  what  we  have  done,  I  give  credit 
to  Parliament ;  the  Qovemment  take  no  credit 
at  aU  {or  it.  We  give  the  whole  of  the  credit 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  What  we 
have  done  has  been  prudent,  and  it  has  been 
beneficial ;  and  we  have  not,  as  one  honour- 
able member  said  this  evening,  simply  staved 
off  the  evil.  We  have  absolutely  averted  any- 
thing occurring  in  New  Zealand  such  as  has 
occurred  in  Australia.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
we  have  turned  the  corner.  It  only  requires 
that  we  should  complete  the  course  which  we 
have  been  going  upon  to  make  everything  abso- 
lutely safe,  and  the  measure  now  before  us 
will  do  that.  Let  me  tell  the  honourable 
member  this :  that  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  we  stated,  as  far  as  we  could,  that 
which  was  absolutely  correct,  and  we  made 
that  statement  from  the  only  information 
which  was  then  at  the  command  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Oh  1 

Mr.  S£DDON.— A  statement  which  I  made 
in  a  speech  at  Foxton  was  challenged  at  the 
time.  I  have  been  able  since  to  prove  that 
what  I  then  stated  was  absolutely  correct — 
that  the  colony  was  being  drained  of  its  capital, 
•nd  that  it  was  going  elsewhere.  My  state- 
ment was  denied  then,  and  in  most  of  the  news- 
{lapers  of  the  colony  I  was  taken  severely  to 
task  because  I  made  the  statement.  On  the 
only  information  obtainable  I  made  that  state- 
ment at  the  time,  and  so  far  as  we  were  aware 
it  was  absolutely  correct.  Then  the  crisis 
«ame,  and  farther  information  was  placed 
before  the  Government.  I  hope  never  again 
dating  my  lifetime  to  have  to  go  through  the 
same  thing.  But  when  we  had  this  informa- 
tion before  us  we  decided  upon  a  course  which 
I  still  say  was  the  correct  one,  and  which  I 
think  will  ultimately  prove  to  have  been  a 
ptndent  and  safe  one  for  the  colony  and  all 
'Concerned.  Now  that  we  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  the  fullest  information,  it 
gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  tell  the  House 
and  the  colony  that  the  Government  would  be 
mepored  to  take  the  same  course  and  ask  the 
House  to  support  us  in  the  guarantee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  House  would 
not  do  it  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — My  own  opinion  is  that  the 
House  would ;  and  the  House  in  doing  it  would 
act  wisely.  Now,  there  is  another  phase  of 
this  question.  We  have  been  told  by  speakers 
to-night,  and  newspaper  extracts  have  been 
.quoted,  and  assertions  made  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  the  first  to  suggest  or  propose 
amalgamation.  That  has  been  stated  time 
after  time  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  I 
have  seen  it  stated  in  the  papers.  Now,  I 
simply  wish  to  say  this :  that  it  was  neither  the 
Colonial  Bank  nor  the  Qovemment  that  first 
proposed  amalgamation.  I  have  not  stated 
that  before,  but,  as  it  has  often  been  challenged, 
1  think,  in  justice  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  that 


I  should  state  the  plain  facts  of  the  case.  As 
regards  the  statements  with  reference  to  the 
Government  on  this  point,  honourable  mem- 
bers are  at  liberty  to  say  what  they  please ;  but, 
with  regard  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  it  is  only  a 
fair  thing  to  say  that  what  has  been  stated  in 
the  Press  and  on  the  floor  of  this  House  is 
absolutely  incorrect.  Now  we  come  to  another 
phase  of  the  question,  and  that  is  what  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Bell).  He  said  that  there 
would  be  an  enormous  loss  on  the  guarantee 
that  we  had  given.  Well,  I  would  say  this: 
that  if  there  is  a  loss  I  should  put  it  at  the 
door  of  the  honourable  member  and  the  other 
honourable  gentlemen  who,  with  him,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  have  been  decrying  what  we 
have  done,  and  who  have  been  endeavouring, 
as  far  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  do  so,  to 
injure  the  credit  of  our  local  institutions.  I 
have  been  silent  so  far,  but  I  now  simply  wish 
to  state  this:  that  if  anything  was  to  occur 
now  I  should  lay  it  at  the  door  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  of  other  gentlemen  in  the 
House  who,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  have 
done  their  best  to  cause  a  loss  on  the  guaran- 
tee that  we  have  given.  I  say  that  what  was 
intended  by  the  Legislature,  and  what  was  in- 
tended and  what  was  wanted  at  the  time,  was 
something  to  give  stability  to  the  bank,  and  to 
prove  to  the  creditors  and  the  world  that  the 
colony  had  every  confidence  that  all  would  in 
the  end  come  right.  The  guarantee  was  given 
for  that  purpose,  and  before  it  was  finally  com- 
pleted members  were  saying  that  we  had  no 
right  to  do  it — that  serious  consequences  would 
result,  and  that  practically  we  were  throwinR 
away  the  money.  I  say  that  no  commerciiil 
man  would  indorse  another's  bill  and  then  no 
about  and  say, "Smith  is  clean  gone;  he  will 
never  be  able  to  meet  his  liabilities ;  his  busi- 
ness cannot  succeed,  and  he  is  practically  insol- 
vent." I  ask  you,  would  that  be  friendly? 
would  it  be  businesslike  ?  I  am  not  saying  any- 
thing about  friendship,  but  that  is  the  position 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton Oity  and  those  with  him  take  upon  this 
question.  Why  does  he  make  these  statements 
— these  innuendoes  7  What  could  be  gathered 
from  his  speech  and  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea.  It  was  this :  that 
the  colony  in  giving  the  guarantee  would  be 
a  heavy  loser;  and  that  the  institution  we  had 
secured  was  in  a  very  unsound  position.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  say 
it  was  insolvent.  The  honourable  member 
for  Patea  did  not  go  quite  so  far,  but  I  will 
take  his  words.  He  said  this :  "  He  would 
simply  say  that  had  the  figures  been  known 
we  should  not  have  given  the  Guarantee  Bill." 
It  is  only  blinking  at  its  matter  to  say  other- 
wise. He  might  just  as  well  have  said  this : 
"  Had  the  true  position  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land been  known,  we  should  never  have  given 
the  guarantee."  I  say  that  by  his  innuendo  he 
was  conveying  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  had  said  in  another  way. 
It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  know— notwithstand- 
ing the  innnendoes  of  members  on  the  floor 
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of  the  Honse,  notwithstanding  that  they  dis- 
like  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, — that  its  busi- 
ness is  still  flourishing,  and  that  the  people  of 
the  colony  have  the  fullest  confidenoe  in  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  wonderful  institu- 
tion to  be  able  to  survive  what  it  has  survived 
in  the  colony ;  and  it  will  sorviye,  because  it 
has  the  people  and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  behind  it;  and  I  again  repeat  that, 
with  the  fullest  information  before  it,  the  Oo- 
vernment  would  not  alter  the  course  adopted, 
and  that  we  did  the  proper  thing  in  giving 
the  guarantee.  What  has  happened  here, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House?  I  should  like  to 
■ay  what  has  happened  since  we  gave  the 
guarantee.  Not  a  single  day  has  passed  but 
we  have  had  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  con- 
taining some  attack  on  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land or  on  the  Colonial  Bank.  I  ask  again,  is 
that  a  wise  or  a  prudent  course  for  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  colony  to  taJce? 
What  is  the  object  that  they  have  in  view?  Is 
it  patriotism  ?  Is  it  a  desire  to  save  the  tax- 
payer? Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  in- 
formation ?  It  was  done  in  the  interest  of 
foreign  institutions  which  are  no  friends  of  our 
colony.  I  say,  if  they  were  friends  of  our 
colony,  under  these  circumstances,  and  know- 
ing, as  they  must  know,  what  has  occurred 
and  what  is  occurring — I  say  that,  instead  of 
inciting  and  aiding  and  abetting  those  foreign 
banking  institutions,  which  are  and  have  been 
so  antagonistic,  they  ought  to  have  helped  the 
Government,  and  united  themselves  to  help 
the  people  and  the  colony  out  of  the  difficulties 
we  were  labouring  under— difficulties  which 
were  not  of  our  creating,  for  the  money  was 
taken  away  from  the  colony  by  at  least  one 
institution  which  we  know  of.  And  since  we 
have  had  this  legislation,  and  the  crisis  was 
averted,  we  have  been  told  by  members  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  that  money  is  plentiful  at 
a  lower  rate  of  interest,  and  that  things  are 
more  cheerful,  and  that  that  condition  of 
things  is  due  to  members  of  this  House,  who, 
like  wise  men,  have  helped  us  to  overcome 
the  difficulty ;  and  for  that  we  all  are  entitled 
to  reward.  I  would  earnestly  urge  upon 
honourable  members  not  to  make  any  more 
speeches  such  as  we  have  just  listened  to — 
speeches  which,  when  they  appear  in  Hansard, 
will  be  regretted  by  those  who  have  made 
them.  We  ought  to  be  more  cautious.  What 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  said  was  the  proper  thing — 
"  That,  whatever  we  do,  we  should  not  forget 
oar  responsibility."  We  are  not  doing  any- 
thing more  now  than  was  done  under  the 
Bank-note  Issue  Act  of  1893  and  the  Bank-note 
Issue  Act  of  this  session.  What  wm  in  the  Bill 
in  a  former  part  of  the  sesision  was  the  question 
of  responsibility  in  the  declaration  to  be  made, 
and  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  day,  whoever  they  may  be  when 
the  Proclamation  is  required  in  connection 
with  the  note-issue.  What  is  intended  to  be 
given  by  Parliament  is  done.  These  are  the 
I'easons  I  have  to  give,  briefly,  to  the  House. 
In  asking  it  to  pass  this  legislation  we  are 
Jffr.  Seddon 


praotically  doing  what  was  asked  of  ns.  Tim* 
after  time  we  have  been  asked,  "When  an 
you  going  to  bring  the  banking  legislation  fax- 
ward  ?"  What  was  thought  by  some  honour- 
able members  was  this :  that  we  shonld  btiag 
forward  legislation  for  a  complete  schame  of 
amalgamation,  and  that  we  should  ask  the 
House  to  consent  to  such  amalgamation. 

Mr.  BEIili.  — The  Colonial  Treasurer  told 
us  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Colonial  Treasurer  did 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BELIi. — He  said  it  would  be  a  good 
thing. 

Mr.  8KDD0N.— I  remember  what  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  said.  He  does  not  carry  his 
thoughts  upon  his  sleeve,  that  he  who  mns 
may  read  them.  I  know  what  his  ancwer 
was,  and  it  was  this  answer  which  eansed  these 
frequent  inquiries :  "  When  are  you  going  to 
bring  down  your  banking  legislation?"  It 
came  down,  and  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  been  taken  aback.  They  expected  some- 
thing to  oome  down  which  they  could  criticize 
adversely,  but,  instesd  of  that,  it  is  a  aimple 
little  Bill  of  two  clauses,  and  one  of  the  clansee 
I  think  nobody  will  vote  against.  I  think  that 
if  they  are  a  little  disappointed  their  dis- 
appointment should  not  find  vent  in  a  desire  to 
injure  institutions  which  are  deserving  of,  and 
are  entitled  to,  our  support,  and  I  will  adc 
honourable  members  to  deal  with  the  matter 
as  business-men.  I  say  that  the  law  requires 
altering.  We  are  asking  the  House  to  aanst 
us  in  the  alterations  chat  are  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency. 
We  felt,  as  the  law  stood,  when  the  diffi- 
culties were  pointed  out  to  us,  that  if  we  did 
not  take  the  House  into  our  confidence,  and 
tell  it  what  was  required,  we  might  find  our- 
selves in  an  emergency  with  our  hands  tied, 
and  that  we  should  be  unable  to  do  anything. 
Had  we  not  done  so  we  should  be  told  here- 
after that  we  ought  to  have  taken  the  Hooae 
into  our  confidence.  The  law  as  it  is  to  be 
amended  is  to  give  relief  should  the  necessity 
arise.  By  doing  what  we  propose  the  poeitioa 
of  every  banking  institution  in  the  colony  will 
be  strengthened,  and  our  proposals  wiU  act 
as  a  preventive.  We  are  taking  the  bold  course. 
We  take  the  Honse  and  the  country  intoou 
confidence.  We  see  what  it  is  necessary  to 
pass,  and  if  it  is  passed  I  say  that  we  shall  be 
proving  ourselves  to  be  prudent  men  by  jdadng 
ourselves  in  a  position  to  meet  any  emergency. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  and  myself,  however, 
do  not  think  that  there  will  be  any  emergency. 
In  1898  we  were  told  that  the  banks  were  incur- 
ring enormous  liability,  and  we  were  prepared 
to  do  something,  but  the  banking  institutions 
told  us  that  they  did  not  want  any  assistance. 
But  I  say  it  is  not  for  those  institutions  to  de- 
cide in  a  matter  like  this.  There  are  times 
when  some  of  these  institutions  make  immense 
wealth  when  prices  rise,  but  the  responsibility 
is  with  us  to  ask  Parliament  to  give  us  power 
should  an  emergency  arise  so  that  wo  may  be 
prepared  to  meet  it.  The  other  colonies  fuled 
to  make    necessary  provision,  and  owing  to 
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tiiair  timidity  and  want  of  foresight  they  will 
anfier  for  yeats  to  come.  People  who  had  been 
nrudent  and  thrifty,  and  had  made  proviaion 
for  their  old  age,  have  become  abRolutely 
penniless,  and  are  leading  a  life'  which  they 
little  expected  and  little  deserred.  We  do  not 
want  that  state  of  things  to  happen  in  our 
eonntry,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  happen,  and 
all  yoo  are  aslted  in  this  Bill  is  that,  in  case 
the  neoeasity  sliould  arise,  you  will  place  your- 
•alTea  in  a  position  to  meet  it.  The  Colonial 
Bank,  the  National  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  are  New  Zealand  institntionn,  and  I 
aay  the  whole  of  these  New  Zealand  inntitu- 
tions  are  deserving  of  our  support.  They  have 
been  worked  prudently, — and  that  baa  been 
proved, — and  we  should,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  be  the  very  last  to  do  anything 
that  would  injure  them.  I  feel  satisfied  that 
the  good  sense  of  the  Honss  will  pass  the  Bill 
by  a  large  majority ;  bat  I  should  like  (o  see 
Uie  House  unanimous.  Let  ns  get  it  into 
Committee,  and,  as  prudent  businessliko  men, 
do  onr  work  properly. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.— The  Premier  was  pleased  to 
say  that  I  was  acting  in  the  interests  of  a  cer- 
tain bank. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  I  never  said  so,  nor  intended  to 
imply  it.  If  I  had  said  so  1  should  at  once 
withdraw  it  unreservedly. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  ma<le  a  spt-ooh  ;  and  what  does  it  amount 
to  ?  He  tt-lla  UH  we  should  deal  with  this  mat- 
ter as  statesmen.  I  think  it  is  our  first  duty 
to  endeaTour  to  know  what  we  are  about.  The 
Colonial  Tieaaurer  talked  for  half  an  hour, 
and  toll)  ns  nothmg.  I  was  very  much  struck 
with  a  clause  the  Treasurer  put  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statt-ment  about  the  guaranteed  loan  of 
£3,noo,000,  ill  which  he  said,  "  I  take  the  op- 
portnnitv  of  complimenting  the  House  on  the 
courage  displayed  by  its  members — a  marked 
eharHctoristic  not  altogether  unexpected  in 
dealing  with  a  critical  emergency."  It  was  the 
eourage  of  seventy  rats  caught  in  a  bam,  and 
not  knowing  where  to  turn  for  eaoape.  The 
Hoose  waa  caught  in  a  hole,  and  did  not  know 
where  to  turn,  and  members  voted  in  the  way 
they  were  obliged  to  vote;  but,  oh  to  ooursge, 
they  Were  driven  into  a  oorner  and  could 
scarcely  help  themselves.  One  of  the  great 
drawbacks  in  connection  with  our  banking 
legislation  has  been  that  the  Colonial  Trna- 
surer  bos  given  ua  no  information.  It  has  all 
been  done  by  surprises.  Not  one  of  the  Kills 
liaM  been  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  no  consideration  has  lieen  given 
tn  the  BilU  bv  the  Houie,  and  no  kiiowleilge 
afforded  ns.  Laxt  year  this  House  in  a  sirgie 
night — panic-stricken  because  a  few  men  snl 
women  in  Anukland  got  greatly  excited  au<l 
made  a  run  on  the  savings  bank  in  a  mo- 
ment of  alarm,  without  adjourning,  passed  a 
Bank-note  lasne  Bill  guaranteeing  a  million  of 
baiik-nntes.  After  that  was  guaranteed  the 
HousA  had  rest  for  a  short  time ;  and  this  vear, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  House 
i,  in  a  single  night,  a  guarantee  of  two 
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millions — thns  guaranteeing,  in  two  nights, 
without  consideration,  no  less  a  sum  than 
three  millions.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man talks  about  statesmanship.  What  hae 
been  the  position  ?  We  passed  a  bank-note 
iaaoe  guarantee  Act  last  year — the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  know  how  it  would  afiect 
the  banks — and  this  year  he  brought  down  a 
Bill  altering  and  amending  that  Act;  and  again, 
juat  at  the  end  of  the  session,  he  brings  down 
a  third  Bill  amending  it.  Where  is  the  atates- 
manahip,  where  is  the  wide  knowledge,  when 
the  Oovemment  within  fourteen  months  bring 
down  three  Bills  amending  one  single  Act? 
I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  two  or  three  things  in  connection 
with  this  guarantee.  When  we  passed  the  Bank- 
note Issue  Act  of  last  year  it  was  to  remain  in 
force  for  fourteen  months.  Well,  I  take  it 
that  Act  ought  at  this  time  to  have  run  out, 
and  should  not  be  renewed.  We  are  here  asked 
to  renew  it  for  another  fourteen  months.  It 
would  be  much  better  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  accept  an  amendment  that  the  Bill 
should  run  for  two  years  and  not  be  "  renewed." 
Then  the  banks  might  have  time  to  put  their 
house  in  order,  and  the  guarantee  would  not 
run  on  year  after  year.  If  it  does,  there  will 
be  no  improvement,  but  we  shall  go  from  bad 
to  worse.  .  There  ought  to  be  a  definite  termi- 
nation to  these  engagements.  Then,  I  would 
draw  attention  to  this :  Under  the  Bank-note 
IsHue  Act  of  lost  year  and  this  year,  should 
any  banks  which  had  dealings  m  Auatralia 
choose,  they  could  bring  their  notes  over  here, 
and  coulil  shovel  a  lot  on  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer and  make  him  exchange  them  for  gold. 
Is  not  that  the  case  ? 

Mr.  WARD— Certainly  not. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— They  could  do  it  to  a  very 
considerable  extent.  If  they  had  not  sufficient 
seouriiiea  up  to  the  full  amount  here  they  could 
recall  them  from  Auatrnlia,  float  them  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  withdraw  the  se- 
curities— that  is,  having  told  the  Treasurer  tliey 
had  so  much  security  here  to-day,  ask  him  to 
guaranieK  their  notes,  and,  having  got  that  gua- 
rantee, turn  Mund  and  ship  away  the  lot,  I 
will  ask  the  Treasurer  to  aay,  in  his  reply,  in 
what  clause  of  the  Bill  this  ia  prevenlpd.  Now 
a  word  or  two  about  ainalgamacioa.  Th>!re  is 
no  qiieatiori  that  this  Bill  has  been  put  of!  from 
day  to  day  because  the  Ministry  have  been  won- 
dering how  much  they  could  ask  the  House  to 
swallow;  and  this  little  Bill — is  this  the  result? 
I  would  ask  the  Treasurer  why  he  brings  down 
clause  8.  He  has  power  under  the  Bank 
Gnai-ant»e  Bill  we  pa^taed  two  or  three  mouths 
ago  to  veto  any  amalgamation.  Then,  if  so, 
what  is  the  need  for  a  Bill  like  this?  It  seems 
to  me  his  followers  are  not  prepared  to  trust 
him  to  this  extent,  and  therefore  he  is  giving 
it  to  them  in  writing.  That  is  what  it  amounts 
to.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been 
afraid  of  hia  followers  not  taking  his  word  we 
need  not  have  hod  this  Bill.  I  do  hope  the 
House  will  strike  out  clause  2;  and,  as  for 
clause  3,  it  does  not  matter  whether  it  is  there 
or  not. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


962 


Banking  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Banking  BiU. 


[Oct.  19 


Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH.— I  agree  with  the  Premier 
that  this  IB  a  very  important  Bill,  and  I  agree 
that  it  ought  to  be  very  carefully  considered, 
ajid  to  be  voted  for  on  its  merits  and  in  what  we 
ooDsider  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  So 
far  as  section  3  is  concerned,  I  feel  sure  the 
House  will  be  almost,  if  not  entirely,  unanimous 
in  agreeing  that  it  is  a  most  important  clause — 
one  that  has  been  looked  for,  and  will  be  passed 
unanimously.  But,  when  we  come  to  clause  2, 
there  is  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion. 
I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  with  re- 
ference to  the  words  the  Treasurer  proposes  to 
add  with  regard  to  the  security  for  bank-note 
issue.  The  words  he  proposes  to  add  are 
to  be  added  to  section  3  of  "The  Bank-note 
Issue  Aot,  1893."  At  present  thelaw  is  that  the 
note-issue  shaJl  be  the  first  charge  on  all  the 
assets  and  property  of  the  bank.  He  proposes 
to  add  certain  words  in  reference  to  paid-up 
capital.  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
Bank-note  Issue  Act  of  1893  already  covers  the 
Addition.  The  words  "  assets  and  property  " 
cover  everything  be  proposes  to  sidd.  It  is 
therefore  a  merely  verbal  alteration,  which 
means  nothing.  The  Aot  of  1893  gives  power  to 
the  Governor  in  Council  to  declare  notes  legal 
tender,  with  the  proviso  that  the  assets  shall 
exceed  the  liabilities  by  at  least  the  sum  of  the 
paid  up  capital  and  reserved  profits.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  session  we  passed  an  Act  which 
omitted  the  words  "  reserved  profits  ; "  and  it  is 
now  proposed  to  take  out  the  paid-up  capital, 
leaving  only  the  assets  as  against  the  liabilities. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  House  to  consider  what 
this  alteration  actually  means.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  it  means  that  the  assets  are  to  be 
put  against  the  liabilicies ;  and  the  assets  are 
to  be  calculated  not  on  the  real  value,  but 
on  the  value  as  disclosed  in  balance-sheets. 
The  colony  guarantees  the  note-issue,  which  is 
the  first  charge  on  the  assets  of  the  bank.  I 
agree  with  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  that  so  far  as  the  guarantee  is  concerned 
it  may  be  quite  right,  and  we  shall  make  no 
loss ;  bat  I  would  ask,  have  the  creditors  of  the 
bank  no  rights?  Are  we  to  protect  ourselves 
and  leave  the  creditors  of  the  bank  out  in  the 
cold  7  In  my  opinion  we  ought  to  leave  the 
law  as  it  stands  at  present,  and  we  should  be 
satisfied  as  between  the  bank  and  its  creditors 
that  its  assets  exceed  its  liabilities  by  at  least 

.  Q  the  sum  of  paid-up  capital.  I  think, 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  we  have 
gone  quite  far  enough,  and  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  bank,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and 
in  the  interests  of  business  generally,  we  ought 
to  refuse  to  take  these  words  out.  Now,  what 
is  the  object  of  the  guarantee?  The  guaran- 
tee, I  take  it,  would  not  be  given  to  prop  up 
a  falling  institution.  The  guarantee  ought  to 
be  given  where  the  bank  itself  is  perfectly 
solvent,  but  where,  owing  to  circumstances 
surrounding  the  business,  it  cannot  meet  its 
liabilities  upon  a  sudden  emergency.  Then 
I  conceive  it  would  be  within  the  duty  and 
right  of  the  colony  to  interfere,  and  to  guaran- 
tee the  note-issue.  But  I  do  strongly  object  to 
this  colony  entering  into  any  iuitber  guaran- 


tee of  notes  on  behalf  of  any  banks.  I  think  i 
the  colony  has  already  incurred  qaite  safficient 
liability,  and  ought  seriously  to  hesitate  befoia 
going  any  further.  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  with  reference  to  this 
section,  and  in  Committee,  if  no  one  elae  pro- 
poses it,  I  shall  move  that  tiie  section  be  straek 
out.  I  consider  the  Bill  if  passed  into  Iav 
with  the  Ist  and  3rd  sections  is  admirable  ;  but 
if  the  2nd  section  is  left  in  I  consider  it  will 
spoil  the  Bill  entirely,  and  therefore  I  shall 
move  in  Committee  to  strike  it  out.  Theia 
has  been  a  good  deal  said  to-night  about  the 
banking  legislation  of  the  earlier  part  at  the 
session.  That  banking  legislation  is  past,  and  I 
think,  so  far  as  members  of  the  House  are  ooa- 
oerned,  it  will  be  as  well  for  us  to  sAy  as  little 
as  possible  about  it  for  some  time  to  oome.  At 
the  time  we  agreed  with  the  legislation ;  we 
recognised  the  emergency,  and  the  necessity  for 
meeting  it ;  but,  in  view  of  what  has  taken 
place  smoe,  and  of  the  information  we  have 
received,  I  think  it  is  wise,  before  oongtatalat- 
ing  ourselves  too  much,  to  wait  and  see  the 
result  of  the  business  we  have  done.  Sir,  I 
shall  support  the  second  reading,  and  reserve 
to  myself  the  right  to  move  in  Committee  to 
strike  out  the  2nd  section. 

Mr.  WAKD.— Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply.  I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  is  not  in  his 
place.  That  honourable  gentleman  delivered 
a  speech  just  now  which  clearly,  to  my  mind, 
showed  that  he  did  not  at  all  understand  the 
position  so  far  as  the  amendment  of  the  note- 
issue  in  this  Bill  is  concerned.  The  honoar- 
able  member  talked  flippantly  about  the  trans- 
fer of  a  million  of  securities,  and  he  gave  a 
hypothetical  case,  and  when  he  gave  it  he  gave 
himself  away  absolutely  so  far  as  understand- 
ing this  matter  is  concerned.  He  said  that  it 
a  million  of  securities  were  transferred  the 
note-issue  might  be  increased  to  that  extent. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  be  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  terms  upon  which  all  lending 
institutions  can  issue  notes.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, there  is  no  alteration  of  the  law  now 
proposed  which  gives  any  one  banking  instita- 
tion  the  right  to  increase  the  note-issue  by  a 
single  pound  beyond  the  amount  prescribed  by 
the  Act  under  which  they  were  established  in 
the  colony.  The  honourable  member  talked  as 
though  by  transferring  securities  to  the  colony 
tbey  could  have  an  increased  note-issne,  and 
then  could  transfer  the  seoarities  out  of  the 
colony.  To  my  mind,  such  a  statement  as  that 
from  an  honourable  member  who  occupies  a 
responsible  position  in  this  House,  and  who 
wants  his  opinions  on  these  questions  to  be  taken 
seriously,  shows  the  complete  ignorance  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Let  me  refer  to  the  speeches  made 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  Uie 
honourable  member  for  Patea.  What  has 
been  the  substance  of  all  their  speeches  7  It 
has  been  a  condemnation  of  the  Government — 
an  attempt  to  find  fault  with  the  Oovemment 
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for  what  they  have  done  in  connection  with 
the  whole  financial  business.  It  is  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  for  anybody  to  find  fault. 
It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  for  honour- 
able members  who  have  no  responsibility,  or 
very  little  responsibility,  upon  their  shoulders 
to  say,  "  I  told  you  so.  Wait  till  by-and-by: 
we  will  watch,  and  will  judge  by  results,"  as 
the  last  speaker  said.  Now,  I  want  to  ask 
thoee  honourable  members  if  they  have  never 
lead  history  in  connection  with  financial 
crises.  I  want  to  ask  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  so  very  fond  of  telling  us  that 
we  ODght  to  accept  the  guidance  of  gentle- 
men who  occupy  in  another  part  of  the  world 
the  same  side  of  politics  as  they  do,  have  they 
ever  compared  their  attitude,  and  the  narrow 
view  they  have  taken  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  vrith  the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  ? 
I  want  to  invite  them  to  look  back  to  what 
has  taken  place  in  connection  with  financial 
crises  elsewhere.  For  instance,  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
— who,  I  notice,  has  just  come  in — is  always 
quoting  from  those  gentlemen's  speeches.  He 
is  always  fond  of  quoting  lords  to  us,  and 
saying,  "  Look  at  the  speech  of  Lord  So-and- 
so  in  the  House  of  Lords."  These  honourable 
members  are  always  talking  of  those  great 
authorities  in  order  to  show  how  wisely  they 
act,  and  how  desirable  it  would  be  that 
statesmen  in  this  colony  should  follow  them. 
Yet  upon  a  financial  matter  of  this  kind, 
when  those  honourable  gentlemen  ought  to 
be  the  followers  of  those  they  point  out  to 
us  as  examples,  what  do  we  find  them  doing  ? 
They  find  fault  with  a  very  light  heart  with 
^e  way  the  Government  is  dealing  with  these 
matters.  But  the  honourable  member  has  ap- 
parently quite  forgotten  some  of  the  lessons  of 
the  history  with  which  he  is  at  times  in  the 
habit  of  favouring  this  House.  Let  me  ask 
him  to  compare  the  attitude  of  himself  and  his 
friends  on  tiiat  side  of  the  House  with  the 
Attitude  of  the  statesmen  they  refer  to  during 
the  great  financial  crisis  in  England.  What 
have  they  done  ?  What  was  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bank  of  England  ?  I  should  like 
to  ask  those  honourable  members  who  are 
always  finding  fault  with  the  Government  to 
look  at  what  was  done  in  1825.  In  that  year 
there  was  a  great  crisis  in  England,  and  those 
Iionourable  members  will  find  in  Macleod's 
"  Banking,"  Volume  2,  what  was  done  on  that 
occasion.  Probably,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  like  to  take  any  authority  in  the 
«olony  for  his  guidance,  he  may  be  willing 
to  take  an  authority  I  am  going  to  quote  as  a 
guide  for  himself  and  his  friends.  Kow,  what 
happened  7 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— They  then  suspended 
.the  Bank  Charter. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  am  glad  to  see  the  honour- 
able member  remembers  that;  but  when  he 
was  criticizing  the  Government  it  was  entirely 
forgotten  by  him.  I  do  not  think  it  is  needful 
ior  him  now  to  anticipate  what  I  am  going  to 
xead: — 

"  On  Friday  evening,  the  ICth,  the  Courier 


said,  '  We  are  happy  to  think  that  the  wont 
is  over,  though  there  are  still  great  demands 
upon  the  Bauk,  particularly  from  the  country.' 
The  same  paper,  on  the  next  day,  the 
ITtb,  said,  '  Although  public  confidence  is  on 
the  return  in  the  metropolis,  and  things  are 
resuming  their  usual  oourse,  yet,  as  might 
be  expected,  this  has  not  yet  communicated 
itself  to  the  country.'  In  faot,  the  London 
panic  was  completely  allayed  in  this  week  by 
the  profuse  issue  of  bank-notes." 

Very  well.  Now,  I  merely  wish  to  point  out 
to  honourable  members  that  from  the  16th  to 
the  17th — that  is,  in  one  day — the  Bank  of 
England  had  notes  issued  to  the  extent  of 
£6,000,000.  And  then  it  goes  on  in  this  same 
work  to  indicate  what  was  done  in  the  country 
in  the  same  way  ;  but  what  I  particularly  want 
to  come  to 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No  other  bank  is- 
sues notes  but  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  WABD.— Is  it  possible  ?  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  say  so,  for  that 
is  exactly  what  I  read  out  just  now.  Now,  I 
want  to  read  what  ocourreid  in  186G,  and  to 
refer  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — a 
gentleman  whom  the  honourable  gentleman 
quotes  with  apparent  satisf tuition,  and  claps 
himself  on  the  breast  when  speaking  of  him 
to  this  House.  I  want  to  show  what  happened 
It  says, — 

"  The  judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Mid- Wales 
Railway  converted  this  into  a  complete  ran; 
and  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  the  10th 
May,  the  terrible  news  spread  through  London 
that  the  great  establishment  of  Overend, 
Qurney,  and  Go.  had  stopped  payment,  with 
liabilities  exceeding  £10,000,000  —  the  most 
stupendous  failure  that  ever  took  place  in 
the  city.  This  news  only  spread  about  after 
banking-hours,  but  every  one  could  foresee 
what  the  effects  would  be  the  next  morning. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  next 
evening  in  the  House  that  the  oldest  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  declared  that  the  excitement 
was  without  a  parallel.  Early  in  the  evening 
he  'was  questioned  as  to  whether  Govern- 
ment had  authorised  the  Bank  to  issue  notes 
in  excess  of  the  legal  limit.  The  Chancellor 
replied  that  he  had  not  yet  done  so,  but  that 
he  had  received  a  deputation  from  the  private 
bankers,  and  was  expecting  one  from  the  joint- 
stook  banks,  on  the  subject.  Very  soon  after- 
wards this  came ;  and  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  having  retired  to  a  Committee-room, 
and  consulted  the  Chancellor  later  in  the 
evening,  announced,  amidst  the  loudest  cheer- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  House,  that  the 
Government,  following  the  precedents  of  1847 
and  1857,  had  informed  the  Bank  that,  if  they 
thought  proper  to  make  advances  beyond  the 
limit,  the  Government  would  bring  in  a  Bill  of 
indemnity.  He  also  stated  that  the  bank  had 
advanced  £4,000,000  that  day. 

"  The  announcement  of  the  suspension  of 
the  Bank  Charter  Act  produced  the  best  effects 
next  morning.  The  Bank  raised  its  rate  to  10 
per  cent.,  and  everything  was  calmed  down; 
and,  though  subsequently  to  this  some  other 
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stoppagea  took  place,  yet  the  knowledge  that 
the  Bank  had  power  to  make  advanoes  on  good 
Bsooritiea  abated  the  panic.  On  the  18th  May 
the  OhancoUor  of  the  Bxcheqner  stated  that 
the  Bank  had  advanced  £12,285,000  in  five 
days.  The  aam  that  was  paid  away  during 
the  panic  can  probably  never  be  known,  bat  it 
was  something  perfectly  fabulous.  It  has  been 
said,  though,  of  course,  we  know  not  on  what 
authority,  that  one  great  bank  alone  paid  away 
£2,000,000  in  six  hour*." 

Now,  contrast  this  with  the  attitude  of 
honourable  members  opposite.  One  evening 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Kzchequer  announces 
that  in  consequence  of  a  rnn  upon  a  private 
institution — an  institution  which  had  a  capi- 
tal of  ten  millions  of  money — after  conferring 
with  his  colleagues,  he  oomes  down  and  asks 
authority  —  for  what?  Authority  by  which 
in  one  day  four  millions  of  money  are  issued, 
and  within  three  days  twelve  and  a  half 
millions. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— The  Bank  of  Eng 
land  did  not  increase  its  note-issue  on  that 
occasion.  Its  ordinary  issue  was  soffioient, 
with  a  high  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  WABD.  — On  the  18th  of  May  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that  the 
Bank  bad  advanced  £12,326,000  in  five  day s ;  and 
the  honourable  member  knows  perfectly  well, 
I  think — and  be  onght  to  know  it  if  he  does  not 
— that  such  an  issue  has  been  authorised  when- 
ever a  panic  has  taken  place  in  London  ;  and 
that  the  Bank  of  England  was  authorised  to 
issne  notes  within  a  radius  of  forty  miles. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— I  say  on  that  occa- 
sion the  Bank  of  England  did  not  issue  beyond 
its  limit,  although  authorised  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  is 
trying  to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the  scent. 
What  is  the  attitude  of  that  honourable  gentle- 
man and  of  those  who  act  with  him  in  opposing 
the  Qovemment  ?  Their  attitude  is  this :  that 
the  Government  of  the  colony,  for  the  purpose 
of  averting  a  crisis,  should  take  no  responsi- 
bility upon  its  shoulders. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No,  but  should  safe- 
guard itxelf  in  a  proper  way. 

Mr.  WARD.— Only  in  such  a  way  as  the 
honourable  member  might  suggest;  and,  be- 
cause the  honourable  member  is  not  here  to 
safeguard  the  colony  in  the  way  he  thinks  beat, 
every  other  attempt  to  Rafeguard  it  is  wrong. 
That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  argument.  Now,  what  is  the 
proposition  in  connection  with  this  note  issue? 
All  we  are  asking  the  House  to  do  is  to  enable 
an  institution,  should  any  emergency  arise, 
etnd  should  it  want  to  take  advantage  of  the 
note-issue,  to  be  in  <i  position  to  show  that  its 
assets  are  in  excess  of  its  liabilities — that  the 
amount  of  its  capital  is  in  excess  of  its  liabili- 
ties only.  It  is  the  absence  of  this  limitation 
that  renders  the  present  Bank-note  Issue  Act 
in  certain  cases  unworkable  and  useless,  and 
that  we  are  asking  the  House  to  remove.  Then, 
honourable  members  talk,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  has  done,  about 
a  million  of  securities  being  transferred.  I  am 
Mr.  Ward 


surprised  at  the  honourable  member.   He  i«  not 

looking  at  the  position  of  the  whole  of  these 
banks  in  connection  with  the  note-issue.  'Steij 
one  of  them  is  limited  to  the  coin  in  teaerve, 
the  bullion,  and  the  Government  securiti«)i  held 
— every  one.  But  the  honourable  member  talks 
about  the  possibility  of  a  million  of  secnrities 
being  transferred  to  tbe  colony,  and  an  issne  to 
the  extent  of  a  million  being  obtained,  and  after 
that  these  securities  are  to  go  back  to  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies.  That  is  how  the  bonourabla 
member  talks  ;  but  I  tell  him  that  ia  impoaibls. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — Is  the  coin  reserve — the  Go- 
vernment seourity  —  the  million  of  aeouritiec 
transferred  from  the  other  aide?  The  boa- 
ourable  member  surely  cannot  have  read  tha 
Act  in  connection  with  the  bank-note  ianu 
business.  If  he  reads  it  he  will  find  it  is  a  note- 
issue  within  the  colony.  How  can  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  say  a  bank  is  enabled  to  transfer 
secnrities  from  other  colonies,  and  ask  th» 
House  to  believe  his  suggestion  that  a  milliott 
of  securities  from  other  colonies  could  be  tnuu- 
ferred  here  and  used  in  that  way  ?  He  saggasta 
that  tbe  main  note-issue  Act  does  not  provide 
for  an  issue  in  this  colony  only.  Now  let  me 
come  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hononrabla 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  He  ra- 
terted  to  what  I  admit  at  once  to  be  the  eorreot 
position — the  impossibility  of  the  colony  being 
able  to  get  seourity  over  assets  beyond  the 
colony.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea  re- 
ferred to  that  as  well.  Everybody  knows  that, 
and  nobody  denies  that  for  a  moment.  We  do 
not  propose — there  is  no  such  suggestion  in  tha 
Bill  as  taking  security  over  assets  beyond  the 
colony.  But  if  honourable  members  will  refer 
to  the  note-issue  Act  they  will  find  that  tha 
terms  of  the  law  are  that  '*  the  Governor  in 
Council  may,"  so  that  it  is  not  mandatory  at 
all.  Supposing,  for  instance,  an  institution 
had  the  bulk  of  its  assets  outside  the  colony, 
and  asked  the  colony  to  authorise  the  isssne 
of  notes  in  the  way  proposed,  do  honourable 
members  think  the  Government  would  be 
foolish  enough  to  do  it?  If  they  do  they  make 
ft  distftkfi* 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  Act  allows  you. 

Mr.  WARD. — Does  the  honourable  member 
suppose  every  one  else  is  bereft  of  common- 
sense  but  himself,  and  that  if  the  emergency 
arose — because  the  Act  necessarily  must  giie 
some  latitude,  and  the  Government  thinks  it  is 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  colony — it 
must  do  so  in  all  cases? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— You  can  take  the 
right. 

Mr.  WABD. — ^Yes;  we  can  take  the  right. 
We  do  not  take  the  wrong,  and  there  is  no  in- 
tention of  doing  it.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  must  know  that 
in  the  exercise  of  a  heavy  responsibility  and  a 
duty,  such  as  this  is,  no  Government  would 
do  anything  but  what  it  believed  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  sat  on 
these  benches,  I  would  trust  him  in  a  grave 
I  emergency  absolutely  to  do  what  he  thought 
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vas  best  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I  would 
«TeD  trust  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
to  do  so,  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal  more. 
They  do  not  do  us  justice,  and  they  imagine,  if 
the  emergency  arose,  that  we  would  not  do 
the  best  we  could  to  conserve  the  interests  of 
the  colony.  They  ought  to  give  us  the  same 
credit  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  give  them 
U  they  were  upon  these  benches.  Let  me 
tefer  briefly  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  I 
think  it  is  a  regrettable  speech.  It  is  a  speech 
which  the  honourable  member,  when  he  calmly 
thinks  over  it,  cannot  congratulate  himself  upon 
having  made.     Let  me  recall  to  the  House  the 

Saints  which  the  honourable  member  raised  in 
iscnssing  the  report  from  which  he  read — I 
mean  the  report  contained  in  the  Scotsman. 
Ijet  me  point  out  one  important  fact.  In  the 
first  instance,  what  did  he  indicate  to  the 
Bouse?  He  indicated  that,  from  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  that  report,  certain  losses 
were  likely  to  be  made  in  connection  with  this 
institution.  Does  the  honourable  member  sup- 
pose there  would  ever  he  a  necessity  for  the 
colony  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  institution 
if  everything  were  going  on  well  with  it  and  it 
were  making  profits  all  over  the  world?  Could 
anything  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  suggest,  as 
the  honourable  member  did,  that  if  the  institu- 
tion npver  made  losses  it  should  be  guaranteed  7 
Why,  Sir,  it  was  the  very  fact  of  its  having 
made  losses  that  called  for  the  special  assist- 
ance which  was  s^orded  it  by  the  colony ;  and 
the  honourable  member,  in  harping  upon  that, 
and  making  the  damaging  statements  which 
he  attempted  to  make  against  the  bank,  did  a 
preat  injustice  to  the  colony  itself :  not  to  the 
institution,  because  the  honourable  member 
must  know,  if  he  and  his  friends  were  success- 
ful in  the  strictures  they  have  made  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand, — 
if  they  compelled  this  institution  to  go  into 
liquidation, — what  the  result  would  be.  Do 
they  suppose  that  some  of  the  strongest  iu- 
stitTitions  which  do  business  in  the  colony, 
which  are  not  owned  in  the  colony,  would  not 
suffer  also?  If  thoy  suppose  that,  then  all  I 
«aa  say  is  that  they  must  lack  all  business 
acumen.  The  honourable  gentleman's  speech, 
if  it  meant  anything  at  all,  meant  that  he  had 
well  calculated  what  the  eSect  would  be.  A 
speech  of  that  sort  delivered  by  an  honourable 
gentleman-  occupying  a  high  position  in  the 
commercial  world,  which  he  does,  is  calculated 
to  do  that  which  every  one  should  try  to  pre- 
vent. What  is  the  use,  when  honourable  mem- 
bers know  we  have  given  the  guarantee  for  ten 
years,  and  know  what  that  guarantee  was  given 
for — what  is  the  nse,  I  ask,  of  saying  and 
doing  things  which  they  know  may  deprive 
the  colony  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  that 
guarantee  right,  and  may  depreciate  the  insti- 
tution to  which  it  has  been  granted  ?  That  is 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  done. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— So  that  members  may  not 
be  led  blindly  into  more  things  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say  the  honourable  member 
has  taken  the  very  course  to  bring  about  the 


thing  which  he  sbonld  deprecate.  He  evidently 
does  not  wish  the  colony  to  enter  blindly  into 
more.  Neither  do  I ;  but  he  makes  a  speech 
which,  whether  he  intends  it  or  not,  he  must 
in  his  calmer  moments  wish  that  he  bod  not 
made. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— All  I  said  was  deliberately 
said. 

Mr.  WABD.— Then,  I  can  only  regret  that 
the  honourable  member  makes  deliberate  state- 
ments of  the  kind,  and  apparently  statements 
which  he  had  thought  out,  and  which  he  must 
realise  are  statements  that  are  calculated  to 
Injure  every  man  in  the  colony,  if  what  he  thinks 
should  come  about.  The  honourable  member 
invites  it,  and  assists  to  bring  it  about,  and  the 
effect  of  what  he  states  will  be  to  injure  more 
than  anything  else  the  commercial  men  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— You  are  now  mixing  things 
up. 

Mr.  WABD.— Sir,  if  that  is  the  honourable 
member's  case,  I  should  not  like  to  be  in  his 
frame  of  mind.  If  he  were  here  on  these 
benches,  and  I  were  in  opposition,  in  discussing 
whether  it  is  a  good  thing  or  not,  the'fact  that 
anything  that  was  done  was  being  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  would  make  it  my  busi- 
ness— as  it  is  the  business  of  every  man  who 
wishes  well  to  the  colony — to  do  all  I  could  to 
bring  the  guarantee  out  right.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  gained  by  making  speeches  such  as  my 
honourable  friend  has  made  to-night,  ana 
which,  as  I  say,  are  only  calculated  to  do  the 
very  reverse  of  what  we  are  all  trying  to  do. 
Again,  the  honourable  member  asks  why  this 
legislation  is  brought  down,  and  other  honour- 
able members  ask  the  same  question.  He  and 
other  honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  ever  since  the  guarantee  was  given, 
have  been  continually  firing  questions  of  every 
sort  about  the  institution  across  the  floor  of 
the  House  day  after  day  and  week  after  week. 
Honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  been  doing  that  sort  of  thing  for 
political  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Meubib. — ^Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  Sir,  a  few  of  them  have. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen,  apparently  for 
political  purposes,  have  mode  up  their  minds 
to  make  capital  out  of  the  financial  exigencies 
which  unfortunately  occurred  and  caused  the 
colony  to  give  the  guarantee,  and  they  seize 
every  chance  to  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Go- 
vernment in  connection  with  what  has  been 
done  in  the  matter.  That  appears  to  be  the 
sum  and  substance  of  the  whole  matter ;  other- 
wise I  cannot  understand  sensible  men,  and 
men  who  should  have  the  welfare  of  the  colony 
at  heart,  making  speeches  which  tend  to  injure 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  country. 
I  cannot  for  my  life  understand  that;  and  I 
say  it  deliberatelv. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— May  I  be  allowed  to  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  tell  us  whether  he 
will  accept  the  amendment  to  confine  the  opera- 
tions of  clause  2  to  the  Bank  of  Now  Zeuond 
only  ? — because  our  votes  depend  upon  that  a 
good  deal. 
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Mr.  WARD. — The  amendment  of  the  hononr- 
able  member  is  the  same  soggeotion  that  came 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell),  to  confine  this  note-issue  entirely  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  say,  if  honourable 
members  want  to  do  the  bank  an  injury,  they 
should  propose  and  support  that.  I  say  that 
will  be  the  efiect  of  the  proposal  if  it  is  carried. 
In  my  opinion,  if  honourable  members  want 
to  [do  a  good  turn  to  the  institution  to  which 
I  refer,  they  should  not  support  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.HUTOHISON.— It  would  be  an  injury 
to  the  other  banks. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  The  honourable  member  is 
quite  welcome  to  his  own  opinion,  but  I  think 
he  should  have  sufficient  idea  of  the  way  in 
which  business  is  carried  on  in  the  world  to 
know  differently.  Surely,  if  any  particular  in- 
stitution is  singled  out  in  this  manner,  there 
can  be  only  one  opinion  in  the  minds  of  people 
about  it  outside,  and  that  is  that  something 
extraordinary  had  taken  place  in  order  to  cause 
sach  a  condition  to  be  attached  to  one  institu- 
tion. Whether  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
sires to  do  this  I  do  not  know.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  is 
not  actuated  by  a  desire  to  do  anything  but 
what  is  right,  and  what  is  best  for  the  country. 
I  tell  honourable  members,  with  a  sense  of  the 
responsibility  that  is  on  my  shoulders,  what  the 
effect  of  that  will  be.  It  is  not  that  this  insti- 
tution has  specially  asked  for  it.  We  say  that 
it  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  country. 
If  an  emergency  arose  in  the  country  the  Go- 
vernment, having  the  responsibility  during  the 
recess  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
should,  if  necessary,  exercise  that  responsi- 
bility. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Whether  there  was  a 
margin  or  not  ? 

•  Mr.  WARD.  — That  is  a  different  matter 
altogether.  I  am  surprised  at  the  honourable 
member  suggesting  it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — That  is  why  we  are  want- 
ing to  limit  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  members  who 
have  been  advised  in  connection  with  this 
matter  have  not  had  good  advisers.  If  this 
country  had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
had  those  honourable  gentlemen  in  office,  and 
if  the  expressions  of  opinion  given  utterance  to 
since  the  Oovernment  has  been  called  upon  to 
ftkce  this  matter  were  entertained  and  expressed 
when  a  crisis  was  pending  in  the  colony,  then 
it  would  be  a  very  bad  thing  for  New  Zealand ; 
because  it  is  quite  evident  to  me  that  such 
a  Government  would  not  have  had  the  pluck 
to  accept  the  full  responsibility  for  whatever 
might  happen.  A  grave  emergency  arose,  and 
we  believed  it  was  our  duty  to  do  what  we  have 
done,  and  we  did  not  shirk  it.  But  if  those 
honourable  members  had  been  upon  these 
benches,  judging  from  the  half-hearted  way 
they  have  acted  and  the  want  of  courage  they 
have  displayed,  what  would  have  happened  ? 
Why,  they  would  have  woke  up  after  the  whole 
affair  was  over — would  have  let  the  crisis  come 


on  and  have  tried  to  stop  it  when  too  late; 
and  they  would  have  said 

Mr.  BELL. — I  never  wavered  in  my  support 
of  the  guarantee  to  the  bank. 

Mr.  WARD.  -I  admit  that  the  hononrable 
member  consistently  supported  the  guarantee 
to  the  bank.  But,  Sir,  be  was  an  exception. 
We  find  that  an  honourable  gentleman,  a  cal- 
culating man  of  business,  who  says  be  carefully 
weighs  everything  he  does,  and  who  should  take 
care,  as  a  merchant  in  this  colony,  not  to  say 
anything  that  would  injure  other  business-men, 
got  so  carried  away  by  excitement  this  evening 
that  in  this  case  he  has  not  realised  the  fact 
that  any  injury  which  was  done  to  this  in- 
stitution by  his  remarks  and  action  might  be 
severely  felt  by  the  whole  commercial  com- 
munity. We  can  only  account  for  it  by  sup- 
posing that  probably  his  judgment  was  warped. 
If  this  Bill  is  not  passed  I  tell  the  Hoose  that 
it  will  entail  a  great  responsibility.  That  is 
undeniable,  and  I  tell  the  wiseacres  so.  That 
the  result,  had  we  not  acted  promptly  with  our 
guarantee,  would  have  been  very  serious  to  the 
whole  of  the  colony  is  beyond  question.  No 
one  can  deny  that;  and  in  the  event  of  thi« 
Bill  not  being  passed  a  serious  responsibility 
rests  on  the  shoulders  of  honourable  members. 
I  do  not  believe  in  people  who  afterwards  say, 
"  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  have  been  done." 
I  think  very  little  of  that  sort  of  thing,  and  of 
those  people  who  desire  to  shirk  responsibility. 
The  honourable  member  for  Patea  is  now  pre- 
pared to  condemn  what  the  Government  haw 
done. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  did  not  shirk  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  vir- 
tually shirked  the  responsibility,  as  he  wanted 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  He  wanted  to  shelter  himself  be- 
hind that  Committee,  knowing  perfectly  well 
that  the  Committee  would  come  to  the  House, 
and  that  the  House  must  take  the  responsibility. 
I  want  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christcburch  City  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Smith).  He  asked  if  the  creditors  of  this  bank 
had  been  considered.  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  the  State  should 
not  step  in  and  take  the  first  security?  No; 
I  say  that,  if  the  State  should  step  in  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  credit  of  our  insti- 
tutions  

Mr.  G.  3.  SMITH.— The  State  has  the  first 
claim  on  the  bank,  end,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  allow  me,  what  I  said  was,  if  you  take 
away  the  paid-up  capital,  the  note-issue  comes 
first,  and  possibly  there  may  be  nothing  for  tha 
creditors  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD.— Then,  I  think  it  is  quite  right 
that,  whpre  the  State  steps  in  and  takes  the 
responsibility  in  order  to  preserve  the  credit 
of  any  institution,  it  should  safeguard  itself; 
and  the  creditors  ought  to  be  very  glad  that  the 
country  is  prepared  in  an  emergency  to  pre- 
serve them  from  trouble.  I  have  only  to  say, 
in  regard  to  the  position  of  this  matter,  that  I 
again  repeat  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
authorising,  an  extra  amount  of  note-issue  by- 
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any  institution  in  the  colony.  An  tilteration  in 
the  Bank-note  Issue  Act  of  1893  is  necessary, 
because  if  the  emergency  should  arise  it  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  in  certain  cases  for  the 
necessary  declaration  to  be  made  to  warrant  the 
Governor  in  Council  coming  to  the  rescue  if  it 
shonld  appear  to  be  necessary.  I  have  now 
only  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
(he  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 
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NOKS,  16. 
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Hutchison,  W.  Bussell,  W.  R.  Duthie 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Saunders  Hutchison,  G. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Cadman  Te  Ao 

Mitchelson.  McQuire. 

Majority  for,  33. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

IN  COUIlnTXE. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  progress 
be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 
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Majority  against,  22. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  2. — "  The  words  '  by  at  least  the  sum 
of  the  paid-up  capital,'  in  the  first  proviso  to 
section  five  of '  The  Bank-note  Issue  Act,  1893,' 
ore  hereby  repealed." 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  insert  at  the 
beginning  of  the  clause  the  words  "  The  terms 
expressed  in,"  and  to  strike  out  the  words  "  are 
hereby  repealed,"  with  a  view  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  "  shall  not  he  made  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation  men- 
tioned in  the  said  first  proviso  as  for  as  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  concerned." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  'The  terms  expressed  in' 
be  inserted  in  the  clause." 
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Majority  against,  21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  HUTOHISON  moved  to  add  the 
following  words  at  the  end  of  the  clause  :  "  The 
words  '  in  the  colony '  shall  be  read  as  inserted 
after  the  words  '  assets '  and  '  liabilities '  in  the 
said  proviso." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  WARDmovedtoaddlhefoUowing words: 
"  and  section  three  of  the  same  Act  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  '  property ' 
the  words  '  including  the  paid-up  capital,  un- 
called capital,  and  reserve  fund.' " 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  clause  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the 
BUI." 
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Hall-Jones         Montgomery      Smith,  G.  J. 
HntchiBon,  G. 

Paib8. 

For.  Against. 

Cad  man  Te  Ao 

Carncross  Buxsell,  W.  B. 

Duncan  Wilson 

Green  Mackenzie,  T. 

Lamach  McKenzie,  B. 

Mackintosh  Kelly.  J.  W. 

McKenzie,  J.  Dutbie 

Millar  Newman 

Mitobelson.  McGuire. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Clanse  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

On  the  question,  That  the  BUI  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,— I  dean  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  protest  against  the  manner 
in  which  the  Bill  has  been  forced  through  Com- 
mittee, and  is  now  being  forced  through  the 
third  readmg.  It  is  a  Bill  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, which  may  involve  not  less  than  the 
sum  guaranteed  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session.  It  is  a  Bill, 
so  far  as  can  be  seen,  likely  to  be  pernicious 
as  suggesting  recourse  to  State  aid  by  banks 
which  can  do  very  well  without  it.  We  have 
bad  no  proof  or  evidence  of  any  kind,  other 
than  the  assertion  of  the  Minister,  that  such 
assistance  is  required.  For  my  part,  I  believe 
that  no  banking  institution  in  the  colony  has 
asked  for  protection.  I  think  we  ought  to 
hesitate  before  following  Australian  banking 
legislation,  unless  it  is  shown  to  he  actually 
neceHsary.  It  has  been  claimed  by  the  Go- 
vernment that  they  are  strengthening  the 
banking  institutions  by  this  Bill.  I  cunnot 
believe  it.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  requires  no  assistance  of  this 
kind,  it  has  jnst  raised  two  millions  on  the 
guarantee  of  the  colony,  £500,000  of  which  is 
understood  to  be  intended  as  a  gold  reserve, 
and  another  million  of  it  invested;  thus  making 
the  bank  apparently  quite  superior  to  any 
danger  such  as  might  be  averted  by  making  its 
note- issue  legal  tender.  I  desire  to  say  that 
in  Committee  I  proposed  to  move  the  following 
new  clause:    "Notwithstanding   anything  to 


the  oootrary  contained  in  the  Poblic  Revannea 
Act,  the  Public  Account  of  the  colony  is  rs- 
qnired  to  be  kept  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land." The  Premier,  speaking,  of  ooane,  for 
the  Government,  resented  the  propoiwl  as  a 
slur  upon  himself,  quite  ignoriug  the  fact  that 
it  could  not  have  been  intended  in  that  sense 
at  all.  We  know  from  the  public  prints  that 
an  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  Ae 
Colonial  Bank  to  secure  one-third  of  the  Piiblio 
Account ;  and,  in  the  circumstances,  I  think  it 
was  only  proper  to  propose  such  an  amendment 
as  this, seeing  that  I  had  previously  put  aqnes* 
tion  on  the  Notice  Paper  which  had  been  re- 
plied to  evasively  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Of  course,  the  Premier  having  referred  to  this 
as  a  matter  which  would  be  determined  ■• 
upon  a  question  of  confidence  or  no  confidaoM 
ill  the  Government,  it  was  useless  for  me  to 
press  the  proposed  clause.  But  I  urged  again 
and  again  in  Committee  that  he  should  give  an 
assurance  that  the  bank  account  would  not  be 
disturbed.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Premier 
did  not  respond  to  that  invitation,  bat  ^>- 
peared  to  me  to  steadily  refrain  from  meeting 
It  in  a  straightforward  nay.  I  trust,  bowevac. 
that  the  Government  will  not,  during  the  ra- 
cess,  alter  the  Public  Account  from  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  We  are  more  and  mora 
bound  to  that  institution  now  in  all  legiti- 
mate matters  affecting  the  public  finances  of 
the  colony.  But,  if  the  Poblic  Account  is  to 
he  broken  up,  then  there  is  no  reason  why,  if 
the  Colonial  Bank  is  to  receive  a  share,  an- 
other New  Zealand  bank — the  National  Bank 
— should  not  also  receive  an  equal  share. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — The  present  Oovent- 
ment  has  already  been  the  means  of  unloading 
some  of  the  burdens  of  this  bank  on  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony,  and  I 
regard  this  Bill  as  going  still  further  in  that 
direction.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  taxpayers 
throughout  the  colony  will  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  I  protest  in  the  atrongeat 
possible  manner  against  putting  such  provi- 
sions upon  the  statute-book  as  are  contained 
in  the  2nd  clause  of  this  Bill.  I  consider  that 
they  give  a  power  to  the  present  Government 
which  shoula  not  be  given  to  any  Government 
— namely,  that  of  guaranteeing  bank-notes  on 
altogether  insufficient  security.  I  also  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  was 
passed.    The  hour  at  which  we  are  now  sitting 

.  g.  here  is  anything  but  creditable  to  the 
'  Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  and  is 
another  outrage  by  the  present  Government 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  They  have  a  majority  behind  them 
which  enables  them  to  carry  any  legislsLtioa 
they  desire,  and  to  conduct  the  business  of 
this  House  in  any  manner  they  choose.  I 
deeply  regret  that  that  majority  should  allow 
themselves  to  support  the  Government  in  con- 
duct of  this  character.  I  have,  however,  dis- 
charged my  duty  as  a  member  of  this  House 
by  protesting  and  voting  against  such  legisla- 
tion, and  I  can  do  no  more.  The  responsibility 
must  rest  with  the  Government,  but  not  the 
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whole.  A  liberal  share  of  reaponiiibility  must 
(est  upon  members  who,  entirely  against  their 
own  convictions,  are  supporting  the  Oovern- 
uent  in  their  iniquitoos  course.  I  can  do  no 
more  than  record  my  protest  against  the  pass- 
ing of  litis  Bill. 

Mr.  BSLL. — I  have  only  one  sentence  to 
«peak,  and  that  is  to  express  my  conviction 
that  there  is  an  engagement  now  under  way 
between  the  Government  and  the  Colonial 
Bank,  and  that  as  soon  as  possible  they  will 
enter  into  an  engagement  with  the  Colonial 
Bank  by  which  part  of  the  funds  of  the  colony 
will  be  placed  with  that  bank :  and  the  siKn 
and  token  of  it  is  the  action  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  upon  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— I  merely  wish  to  place 
on  record  that  I  decline  to  take  any  responsi- 
bility for  the  passing  of  this  measure.  I  regret 
Tery  much  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
passing  of  the  measure.  We  are  told  there  is 
»  necessity,  and  that  is  all  we  know  about 
it.  It  is  a  measure  which  I  feel  satisfied  will 
be  the  means  of  involving  the  taxpayers  of  this 
colony  in  the  liability  for  a  very  large  amount 
ot  money.  I  am  afraid,  when  I  look  back 
upon  the  divisions  that  have  been  taken  to- 
night, that  the  interests  of  the  banks  are  con- 
sidered more  by  members  of  the  House  than 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony.  I 
am  very  sorry  to  have  to  make  these  remarks, 
bat  I  know  I  am  here  as  representing  the 
people  who  sent  me  here,  and  I  am  bound  to 
place  my  opinions  on  record.  I  fear  the  result 
of  to-night's  work  will  be  very  serious  to  the 
colony.  I  hope  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  that  is 
my  honest  conviction.  I  am  sorry  it  has  been 
thought  necessary  to  pass  such  a  Bill.  How- 
over,  I  must  bow  to  the  majority.  I  have  no 
wish  to  cast  any  blame  on  the  Government. 
The  Government  may  have  some  reasons  best 
Icnown  to  themselves  for  forcing  through  the 
Bill ;  therefore  I  am  not  going  to  throw  any 
blame  upon  them.  At  the  same  time  I  decline 
to  take  any  responsibility  in  connection  with 
the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  that  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning  honourable  members  do  not 
desire  that  any  remarks  which  are  made 
ahould  be  of  a  lengthy  character.  Members 
who  have  fought  for  the  passing  of  this  mea- 
sure have  voted  from  oonviotion,  and  believing 
they  were  voting  for  that  whioh  will  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  country.  I  say  there  has 
been  no  forcing  of  the  measure  through  at 
all.  Is  it  to  be  thought  that  half  a  dozen 
members,  who  hold  views  different  from  those 
held  by  some  forty  or  fifty  other  members, 
should  be  allowed  to  prevail  because  they 
lefuse  to  permit  progress  to  be  made — such 
xefusals  as  we  have  ha!d  here  from  time  to  time 
to-night?  The  question  arises,  Should  forty 
or  fifty  members  be  sent  home  in  deference  to 
the  opposition  of  half  a  dozen — in  fact,  less 
than  that,  because  they  were  not,  I  believe, 
more  than  three  or  four — or  is  the  business  of 
the  country  to  progress  notwithstanding  this 
opposition?    That  is  xeally  the  position;  and 


I  would  myself  say  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber  for  Patea  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa,  who  stated  that  this  measure 
has  been  forced  through,  that  it  has  not  been 
forced  through  at  all.  What  the  majority  had 
to  insist  upon  was  that  a  mere  handful  o£ 
members  should  not  block  the  business  of  the 
country.  That  is  what  the  Government  hod  to 
do,  and  that  is  not  forcing  business  through. 
It  is  simply  insisting  that  progress  shall  be 
made  irrespective  of  such  opposition.  It  i-;  well 
known  that  those  who  are  a  majority  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  are  not  responsible  for  being  here 
at  this  hour  of  the  morning,  and  I  say  that 
under  ordinary  circumstances  the  members 
who  have  caused  this  waste  of  time  ought  to 
tender  an  apology  to  those  members  who  have 
been  kept  here  to  do  the  business  of  the 
country,  I  tell  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  that  they  have  no  right  to  say  that 
the  business  has  been  forced  through  :  there 
has  not  been  anything  of  the  kind.  Then,  the 
member  for  Wairarapa  says — and  he  is  per- 
fectly right— that  it  is  very  strange  that  none 
of  the  institutions  in  the  colony  want  this 
legislation  —  that  none  of  them  had  asked 
for  it. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Neither  have  they. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  absolutely  correct  in  both  statements — that 
none  of  the  institutions  have  asked  for  it  and 
none  at  present  want  it ;  but  when  the  Govern- 
ment found  that  there  was  a  defect  in  the  law, 
and  found  that  the  other  colonies  bad  made 
an  alteration  in  the  law  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency that  might  arise,  we  considered  it  out 
duty,  after  carefully  considering  the  matter, 
to  put  our  legislation  in  such  a  state  that  if 
an  emergency  did  arise  it  could  be  met. 
These,  Sir,  are  the  oircumstanoeB  that  led  the 
Government  to  take  this  step,  and  we  knew 
that  in  proposing  it  there  would  be  opposi- 
tion to  any  banking  legislation  proposed  here 
on  the  floor  of  this  House ;  on  such  a  very 
large  question  there  are  members  holding 
diverse  views.  Consequently  I  fully  contem- 
plated that  this  would  take  place;  and  I  say 
that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  speeches 
made  on  the  second  reading,  the  Government 
have  nothing  to  complain  of.  There  were  some 
speeches  that  I  think  the  honourable  members 
who  made  them  will  regret  having  made,  and 
I  hope  they  will  withdraw  them,  because  re- 
marks were  made  which  may  prove  prejudicial 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  and,  al- 
though our  institutions  have  not  gone  through 
a  crisis  to  be  compared  with  that  which  has 
happened  in  the  other  oolouies,  yet,  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  their  stability  and  their 
management  by  those  intrusted  with  their  con- 
trol, we  should  be  very  loth  to  say  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  anything  that  would  prejudicially 
affect  them.  We  have  been  told  by  severu 
members  that  in  doing  what  we  have  done 
we  are  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers 
of  the  colony  ;  and  when  we  passed  the  Act  of 
1893  exactly  the  same  remarks  were  made.  It 
was  said  that  we  were  increasing  the  liabilities 
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and  burdens;  but,  since  the  Act  was  passed, 
has  the  colony  been  called  upon  to  pay  one 
farthing?  Not  at  all.  We  are  passing  this 
legislation  as  a  preventive — as  a  precautionary 
measure  —  and  if  there  is  prudent  manage- 
ment of  the  whole  of  our  institutions  there 
will  be  no  risk  at  all,  and  therefore,  I  say, 
we  are  not  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  tax- 
payers, or  placing  any  further  liability  upon 
them.  Well,  I  desire  to  say  this :  that  I  was 
rather  pained  to  hear  the  remarks  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden.  He  cer- 
tainly trnnegressed  a  little.  I  certainly  think 
that  he  had  no  right  to  cast  reflections  upon 
honourable  members  here  by  saying  that  he 
considered  that  they  thought  more  of  the 
interests  of  the  banks  than  of  the  interests  of 
the  taxpayers.  I  say  that  that  is  a  reflection 
which  I  cannot  allow  to  go  unchallenged. 
They  have  been  considering  the  interests  of 
the  colony  generally,  and  the  well-being  of  the 
people  :  that  is  what  they  have  been  doing  in 
considering  this  Bill.  There  will  be  no  in- 
creased liability  placed  on  the  taxpayers  by 
this  Bill,  and  there  will  be  no  special  advan- 
tage conferred  on  the  banking  institutions. 
Some  honourable  members  would  be  very 
much  pained  here  if  I  stated  that  they  had 
been  considering  the  interests  of  foreign  in- 
stitutions, and  that  for  that  reason  they  had 
been  refusing  to  allow  this  legislation  to  pass. 
It  would  be  a  very  painful  thing  to  any 
honourable  member  if  I  said  that  of  him,  but 
it  would  he  just  as  true  as  to  say  that  the 
majority  here  to-night  have  been  considering 
the  banking  institutions  and  not  the  interests 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Would  it  be  true  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  would  be  absolutely  in- 
correct in  both  oases,  but  I  simply  say  that 
such  a  charge  has  no  right  to  be  made  in  either 
case. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  did  not  make  such 
a  charge. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  was  alluding  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden,  when  he  said 
that  the  members  of  the  House  were  studying 
the  banking  interests  rather  than  the  interests 
of  the  colony.  At  all  events,  this  appears  in 
our  public  prints,  and  my  opinion  is  this :  that 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  we  have  come  to, 
what  we  have  been  doing  to-night  is  the  proper 
thing  to  have  done,  and  that  tne  result  will  be 
beneficial,  and  that  we  shall  have  nothing  to 
regret  from  our  action.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  supported  this  Bill  will 
nave  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they 
have  done  their  duty,  and  those  who  have 
opposed  it  will  find  hereafter  that  their  fears 
were  unfounded,  and  that  they  have  been 
conscientious  to  no  end.  As  far  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  is 
concerned,  he  has  put  a  wrong  construction 
upon  my  refusal  to  give  any  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  I 
took  up  what  I  believed  to  be  a  dignified  and 
proper  position.  I  believe  the  amendment  was 
moved  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  hand 
of  the  Qovemment.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
Afr.  Seddon 


I  gave  a  reply  in  the  House,  which  the  hononc- 
able  member  for  Patea  was  dissatisfied  with. 
To  force  the  position,  that  honourable  mem> 
her  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  Bill, 
and  then  he  said  that  he  would  not  go  to  a 
division  upon  it,  as  a  majority  of  the  House 
were  against  him.  I  say  that  the  law  gives  the 
power  to  the  Government  of  the  day ;  there 
has  been  no  abuse  of  the  law  by  the  present 
Government.  There  was  no  abuse  by  the 
present  Government  under  our  late  respected 
Premier.  Why,  then,  should  we  have  any 
amendment  in  the  law,  when  there  is  no  reason 
for  it?  When  I  was  in  opposition  I  used  to 
fear  a  good  many  things.  I  used,  when  in 
opposition,  to  come  to  conelasioDS  sometimes 
right  and  sometimes  wrong.  When  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  was  here,  if  such  an  amendment  had 
been  moved  by  me  as  has  been  moved  by  my 
honourable  friend,  I  undertake  to  say  that  I 
should  have  got  a  severe  castigation.  I  shonltl 
not  have  been  treated  in  so  mild  a  way  ■• 
I  have  treated  the  honoarable  member  for 
Patea.  In  conclusion,  I  think  we  have  done 
well  in  passing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Very  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  may  be  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  me.  I 
do  not  think  any  of  us  have  any  reason  to  com- 
plain. I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
House  is  acting  wisely  and  prudently  in  pass- 
ing this  Bill. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— I  wish  to  enter  a  pro- 
test against  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  Tber* 
is  no  doubt  the  Bill  is  more  far-reaching  in  ifat 
efiects  than  most  honourable  members  have 
any  idea  of.    I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  that. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  wish  to  say  this:  that  we 
have  had  in  this  House  a  precedent  laid  down 
by  the  Premier  that  when  any  important  Bill 
is  brought  before  this  House  for  consideration, 
especially  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session,  it  is 
our  duty  to  report  progress.  We  have  been 
discussing  this  Bill  with  a  very  thin  House.  I 
supported  the  Premier  in  a  motion  to  report 
progress  on  a  similar  occasion,  as  I  thought  it 
was  reasonable.  I  say  this  Bill  is  one  of  the 
most  important  Bills  that  have  been  brought 
down  in  this  House ;  and,  so  far  as  the  action 
of  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasnrer  is 
concerned  in  reference  to  questions  that  have 
been  asked  them  with  regard  to  the  Bill,  they 
have  given  no  answers  at  all,  and  I  think  it 
is  only  fair  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  should  have  an  understanding  on  the 
matter.  We  have  had  a  statement  from  the 
Premier  that  this  House  should  accept  the  as- 
surance of  the  Government.  Now,  I  wish  to 
say  these  few  words  in  conclusion :  that,  as  far 
as  I  know  from  the  little  experience  I  have 
had  in  this  House,  the  assurances  that  have 
been  given  by  the  Premier  and  his  colleagues 
have  not  been  kept  at  all,  and,  in  the  face  o£ 
that,  I  am  not  inclined  to  believe  any  assur- 
ance that  may  be  given  by  the  Premier  anii 
some  of  bis  colleagues. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  very  long.  I  should  just  like  to  say 
to  the  honoarable  member  who  has  lost  tip(Axa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Banking  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Banking  Bill. 


97t 


— he  will  exease  me  for  saying  it,  bat  he  is  a 
young  member,  and  I  have  watclied  him  very 
carefully — that  he  has  been  responsible  for  a 
delay  of  five  or  six  hours  in  the  business  of 
the  House  to-day.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  honour- 
able member — and  I  hope  he  will  take  it  in 
good  part — that  if  there  can  be  anything  which 
is  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to  abolition  of 
the  special  representation  of  the  Natives  in 
this  House  it  is  the  way  in  which  that  honour- 
able member  continually  gets  up  on  every 
conceivable  matter  before  the  House,  and, 
whether  he  understands  it  or  not,  proceeds  to 
lecture  honourable  members.  I  say  that  to 
the  honourable  member  because  I  was  once  a 
young  member  myself;  but  I  am  bound  to 
■ay  I  never  before  saw  a  young  member  take 
up  BO  much  time,  and  with  such  an  assumption 
of  experience,  as  the  honourable  member  has 
done  since  he  has  been  in  this  House.  I  have 
no  motive  in  saying  this  except  to  give  the 
honourable  member  a  little  bit  of  friendly  ad- 
vice, and  I  trust  he  will  profit  by  it.  I  think 
it  is  valuable  advice,  and  I  hope  he  will  con- 
aider  it,  and  profit  by  it  next  session.  If  he 
does  not  want  to  injure  the  race  he  repre- 
sents, and  which  I  hope  will  continue  to 
be  represented  in  this  House,  he  ought  to 
show  more  judgment  and  more  consideration 
{or  other  members  of  the  House,  since  every 
member  of  the  House  has  displayed  a  very 
large  amount  of  consideration  for  him ;  but 
the  honourable  member  gets  up  on  nearly  every 
question,  and,  with  a  self-satislied  smile  upon 
bis  face,  talks  in  a  way  that  is  calculated  to 
annoy  members  of  the  House.  He  ought  to 
be  more  careful  for  his  own  reputation  aod  for 
those  he  represents.  Now  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  for  the  honourable  member  for  Patea. 
That  honourable  member  made  a  statement 
about  this  measure  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  what  he  did  say,  though  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  making  statements  to  suit 
his  purpose  in  this  House,  whether  they  are  in 
accordance  with  fact  or  not.  What  was  it  he 
said  ?  He  said  we  had  forced  through  a  mea- 
sure this  evening  which  involved  a  sum  of  not 
less  than  the  guarantee  given  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — Which  might  in- 
Tolve. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  honourable  gentleman 
said  it  would  involve. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  made  a  note  of  the  remark 
at  the  time.  The  actual  words  used  were 
these,  if  he  wants  the  actual  words :  He  said, 
"  involving  not  less  than  the  guarantee  which 
was  given  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand."  Now, 
the  interpretation  is  that  it  would  involve  it, 
and  it  requires  a  member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession to  draw  this  fine  distinction,  and  to 
•ay  it  does  not  mean  it.  There  is  the  fact. 
And  I  repeat  that  in  the  legislation  we  are 
passing  to-night  we  are  not  adding  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  colony  by  way  of  guarantee, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  suggested  we 
-were ;  no  one  knows  better  than  the  honour- 


able member  for  Patea  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  that 
we  have  not  added  one  pound  to  the  guarantee 
given  in  the  Act  of  1899. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- You  have. 

Mr.  BELL. — You  are  increasing  the  risk. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  shifts 
his  ground.  He  says  now  we  are  increasing 
the  risk. 

Mr.  BELL. — ^I  have  never  shifted  my  ground. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  was  not  commenting  on  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Bell),  but  on  those  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea.  When  I  am 
dealing  with  this  honourable  gentleman  ha 
shifts  his  ground  when  he  finds  it  convenient 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — By  reducing  the 
security  you  increase  the  risk. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  shifting  his  ground.  He  said  that  the 
legislation  we  passed  would  involve  no  less 
than  the  guarantee  given  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  Now,  when  he  is  bowled  out,  and 
he  has  to  skdmit  it,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell),  he  shifts  his  ground  and  says  we  are 
increasing  the  risk.  That  is  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  :  and  what  I  wish 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  not  what  I 
said.  I  challenge  the  honourable  member's 
statement. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.— Unless  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  gives  way  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  cannot  be  permitted  ta 
interrupt  him. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  He  wiU  not  give 
way. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.- Then,  I  must 
ask  the  honourable  member  not  to  interrupt; 
he  will  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  later 
on. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Very  well. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  the  legislation  which  had  been  forced, 
through  was  legislation  which  would  involve 
not  less  than  the  guarantee  given  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  Those  were  the  words  he 
used.  But  he  has  now  shifted  his  ground  by 
saying  that  we  have  increased  the  risk.  We 
have  not  altered  our  legislation,  so  far  as  the 
guarantee  is  concerned,  to  the  extent  of  one 
pound.  This  legislation  has  not  altered  to  the 
extent  of  one  pound  that  guarantee,  and,  what 
is  more,  we  can  point  to  the  experience  of  the 
last  recess,  and  say  that,  although  it  was  a 
critical  time  in  banking  matters,  there  was  not 
a  single  application  made  to  us  from  any  in- 
stitution of  the  colony  signifying  its  wish  to 
have  such  an  Act ;  and  in  this  coming  recess,  if 
some  institution  or  institutions  should  apply 
to  the  Government  and  are  able  to  show  that 
their  position  is  such  as  to  warrant  this  pro- 
vision of  the  law  being  put  into  operation,  theoi 
honourable  members  will  know  that  not  two- 
pence of  risk  will  be  put  upon  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  deny  that. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  honourable  gentleman'* 
denials  are  worth  nothing. 
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Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— I  deny  that  alio. 

Mr.  SEDDON I  appeal  to  the  Acting- 
Speaker  to  say  whether  he  is  going  to  allow 
thene  continual  interruptions. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.— The  bonoarable 
member  must  allow  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  W.\RD. — The  honourable  member  should 
extend  the  same  courtesy  to  me  that  I  did  to 
him.  I  made  the  statement  that  unless  appli- 
cation is  made  during  the  recess  that  this 
law  be  brought  into  operation,  and  unless 
the  institution  making  such  application  is 
able  to  show  that  its  position  is  such  that  tlie 
Governor  in  Council  would  be  justified  in 
allowing  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  come  into 
force,  not  one  sixpence  in  the  way  of  guaran- 
tee or  risk  will  be  incurred  by  the  colony. 
,  .  That  is  a  fact,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  denies  it.  II  he  denies  a 
statement  of  fact,  such  as  that,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  the  honourable  member  is  in  the  habit 
of  denying  facts ;  and,  if  be  persists  in  denying 
such  a  statement,  I  am  perfectly  justified  in 
saying  that  I  decline  to  accept  his  denial,  or 
that  assurance  I  should  like  to  tuicept  from 
the  honourable  member  on  a  point  of  the  sort. 
The  honourable  member  also  referrea  to  the 
fact  that  our  banking  institutions  had  not 
applied  for  this  Bill,  and  he  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect ;  the  Premier  also  said  that  was  the  case  : 
but  the  Oovemment  folt  the  responsibility  that 
would  be  upon  them  during  the  recess  if  we 
found  that  the  existing  legislation  would  be 
useless,  and  those  honourable  members  opposite 
would  be  the  first  to  accuse  the  Government  of 
not  takmg  the  trouble  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  what  was  going  to  take  place.  The  Go- 
vernment have  taken  the  responsibility;  and 
I  reiterate  that  those  who  would  have  been  the 
first  to  accuse  the  Government  if  anything 
had  happened  would  have  been  the  honourable 
members  opposite.  And  when  we  find  honour- 
able members  charging  us  with  temerity  for 
doing  what  we  have  done,  and  what,  if  they 
had  been  in  our  position,  they  would  have 
done  also,  I  think  it  is  only  riglit  I  should 
say  this.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa  has  disappeared,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  he  has.  He  complained  of  the  delays 
that  had  taken  place  in  connection  with 
this  legislation,  and  he  also  complained  that 
it  w^  being  forced  through.  I  complained 
in  Committee  and  charged  honourable  mem- 
bers with  having  delayed  this  measure,  and  the 
honourable  member  was  one  of  them.  I  called 
attention  to  tho  fact  that  we  petssed  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  at  half-past  one,  and  yet  it 
was  actually  three  o'clock  before  we  commenced 
to  get  on  with  tho  work,  and  that  the  honour- 
able member  and  one  or  two  others  had  delayed 
the  business  in  Committee.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  told  the  House  that  members 
were  voting  against  their  conviction ;  but  I 
say  it  is  not  right  to  make  this  accusation, 
because  members  of  this  House  ore  just  as 
well  able  to  exercise  their  convictions  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  is.  I  also 
cesent  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 


member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),  and  I 
think  that  on  reflection  he  will  quite  agree  that 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  made.  I  say  the 
remarks  he  made  were  absolutely  and  totally 
incorrect;  he  has  no  authority  to  make  saeh  a 
statement,  and,  unless  he  has  some  authority 
for  making  it,  I  say  the  honourable  member 
should  be  more  careful  of  his  facts,  and  that 
he  was  not  justified  in  making  it.  I  could 
make  a  statement  in  the  same  way  if  I  demred 
to  do  so,  but  I  have  refrained  from  making 
any  statement  of  the  kind.  I  merely  wish  to 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  thank  the  supporters 
of  the  Government  who  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  stand  by  the  Government,  and  also 
some  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  opposite, 
who  have  greatly  assisted  the  Government  to- 
night. I  have  to  thank  them  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  stood  by  the  Government.  It 
is  right  for  reasonable  protest  to  be  made  and 
for  a  Bill  to  be  fairly  and  reasonably  debated 
on  the  second  reading,  but  a  legitimate  criti- 
cism has  not  taken  place  in  Committee,  and  I 
think  it  is  regrettable  that  a  large  number  of 
the  members  should  have  been  detained  in  this 
House  by  a  few  members,  and  that  a  minority 
should  attempt  to  override  a  majority.  Why, 
in  one  of  the  divisions  there  were  forty-nine  to 
sixteen,  and  the  lowest  division  was  thitfy- 
three  to  fifteen ;  and  yet  the  bonoarable  mem- 
ber complains.  I  say  that  comments  such  as 
these  are  frivolous,  and  that  they  are  doing 
no  good,  and  are  not  placing  on  record  what 
is  correct  in  connection  with  this  matter.  I 
have  only  again  to  say,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
as  to  the  necessity  for  this,  that  he  has  been 
urging  the  Government,  along  with  other 
honourable  members  opposite,  ail  the  session 
to  bring  down  legislation  :  and  when  they  get 
the  legislation,  because  it  does  not  give  them 
the  opportunity  they  wanted,  they  find  fault 
with  the  Government.  I  say  that  the  legisla- 
tion which  has  been  introduced  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  general  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  G,  HUTCHISON.  — The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, as  usual,  has  misrepresented  what  I  said. 
I  desire  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  by 
withdrawing  from  the  security  for  the  guaran- 
tee, as  this  Bill  does,  the  paid-up  capital 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.— The  honourabls 
gentleman  must  not  discuss  the  operations  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  desire  to  explain. 
He  indicated  that  I  had  shifted  my  ground 
in  respect  of  the  amount  involved  under  tbe 
Bill  which  we  are  passing.  I  beg  to  point  oat 
that,  by  tbe  Bill  we  are  now  passing,  the  whole 
of  the  paid-up  capital 

The  ACTING-SPBAKER.-I  think  yonr  re- 
marks are  going  beyond  what  you  have  a  right 
to  say  after  a  reply. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.-Of  course,  if  yon  say 
so  I  shall  submit,  but  I  would  ask  that  you  hetz 
the  rest  of  the  sentence.  I  did  not  state  what 
the  Treasurer  represented  that  I  stated,  and  it 
is  for  the  correction  of  that  misrepresentation 
I  rise.  Am  I  to  be  allowed  to  say  what  I 
stated,  or  not  ?    I  said  that  by  the  operation  of 
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this  legislation,  in  withdrawing;  the  whole  paid- 
up  oapital  of  the  various  banks  from  the  con- 
dition of  gaarantee 

The  AGTINQSPKAKEB.  —  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  beyond  his 
right. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  how  we  are 
allowed  to  facilitate  business  I 

Mr.  WARD.  —  I  merely  wish  to  say — and 
honourable  members  are  not  going  to  put  me 
down  —  that  the  honourable  member  was  not 
lefening  to  the  remarks  which  I  made  at  all, 
and  I  am  right  in  saying  that  I  made  no  such 
reference  as  he  has  assumed.  I  referred  to 
the  remark  he  made  in  saying  that  the  Bill 
involved  an  amount  equal  to  the  guarantee  of 
two  millions.  In  his  point  of  explanation  he 
is  not  saying  what  I  referred  to. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  desire  to  have  an 
equal  opportunity  of  explaining  the  position. 
U  I  had  been  allowed  to  finish  my  short  sen- 
tonce  I  shonld  have  come  to  the  point  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  just  referred  to — 
namely,  the  two  millions.  My  point  was  this: 
By  the  legislation  we  are  now  passing  we  are 
withdrawing  from  our  guarantee,  in  ihe  event 
of  the  note-issue  being  made  legal  tender,  the 
whole  of  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  various 
iMUiks,  which  amounts  to  more  than  two  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  WAKD. — I  wish  to  say  again  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  no  such  statement  when 
he  was  speaking,  and  he  is  only  replying  to  a 
statement  I  made,  and  I  protest  against  this, 
because  I  have  no  right  of  reply. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Saturday,  Wth  October,  1894. 


First  Beading— Third  BeadinsB— Native  Land  Oonrt 
BUI — Little  Barrier  Island  Furohase  Bill— Horo- 
wbenoa  Post-oitice— Fublio  Trust  Office  Consoli- 
dation Bill— Wilson  Land  Bill— Land  and  Income 
Assessment  Bill. 


The   Hon.  the  Spxakeb  took  the  chair  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 
Pbayebs. 

PIBST  BEADING. 
Banking  Bill. 

THIBD  READINGS. 
Sea-flsheries  Bill,  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
pstftment  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  brought  np  the 
following  report  of  the  Conference  on  this  Bill, 
and  moved,  That  it  be  agreed  to : — 

"  The  Conference  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  they  have  agreed  as  follows : — 

*'  1.  That  the  amendment  made  in  section  2, 
page  4,  in  line  2,  be  restored. 

'•  3.  That  the  proviso  to  section  U,  page  8,  be 


struck  out,  and  the  following  words  added  after 
'  respectively,'  in  line  3  on  page  8 :  *  nor  to 
confiscated  lands  which  have  been  granted  or 
agreed  to  be  granted  by  the  Crown  under  any 
special  statutory  provision,  nor  to  lands  where 
any  share  or  interest  in  such  lands  has  hereto- 
fore been  lawfully  sold,  conveyed,  or  trans- 
ferred.' 

"  8.  That  clauses  81  and  38  be  restored,  and 
that  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  be 
waived. 

"4.  That  the  words  'within  three  months,'' 
in  line  14  of  clause  39,  be  struck  out. 

"  5.  That  the  amendments  to  clauses  46,  52, 
and  98  be  agreed  to. 

"  6.  That  the  new  clause  66a  stand. 

"  7.  That  the  new  clause  56b  be  struck  out. 

"8.  That  the  amendment  in  clause  93  be 
struck  out,  and  a  new  clause,  91a,  be  inserted, 
namely :  *  91a.  The  Appellate  Court  may  state 
a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  on 
any  point  of  law  that  may  arise,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  on  such  point  of 
law  shall  be  binding  on  the  Appellate  Court.' 

"  9.  That  the  amendment  in  lines  21, 22,  and 
28,  clause  IIS,  be  struck  out. 

"  10.  That  the  first  new  proviso  to  clause  11& 
he  struck  out,  and  the  following  substituted, 
namely :  '  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  any 
block  in  respect  to  which  it  has  been  certified 
to,  as  in  this  section  is  provided,  that  one-half 
of  the  shares  have  been  purchased  or  leased, 
the  purchaser  or  lessee  may  agree  with  the  re- 
maining owners  of  shares  to  lease  any  of  their 
shares  or  interests  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years,  though  negotiations  for  the 
lease  of  the  said  shares  or  interests  had  not 
bi-en  commenced  until  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act.'  That  the  second  new  proviso  be 
agreed  to. 

"  11.  That  the  first  amendment  in  clause  lift 
be  struck  out,  ar.d  the  amendment  at  the  end 
of  the  clause  be  retained. 
"  12.  That  new  clause  118b  be  struck  out. 

*'  13.  That  the  other  amendments  be  agreed 
to." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LITTLE  BARRIER  ISLAND  PUBCHASB 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Cominiiiee  on  this 
Bill.  The  Committee  recommended  that  the 
Bill  be  allowed  to  pmceed.  He  moved.  That 
the  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  committal  of  th» 
Bill  be  made  an  order  of  the  day  fir  Monday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHAUAZYN  said  he  would 
like  to  have  the  ruling  of  the  Hun.  the  Speaker 
as  to  whethbr  this  was  a  private  Bill  or  not.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  were  a  number  of 
recitals  in  the  preamble  as  to  the  oorrectnesa 
or  otherwise  of  which  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil knew  nothing  whatever.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  happened  to  know  that  several  of  these 
recitals  were,  if  not  inaccurate,  at  any  rate  not 
full  recitals  of  all  the  factx.  He  also  desired 
to  call  attention  to  Standing  Order  No.  SSO, 
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'which  provided,  "  Privftte  BilU  shall  be  under- 
stood  to  be  Bills  which  are  promoted  for  the 
private  interest  of  individuals  or  companies,  or 
which,  by  their  provisions,  directly  interfere 
with  the  private  property  of  individuals."  This 
Bill  did  evidently  interfere  with  the  private  pro- 
perty of  these  Natives.  It  was  true  they  were 
Native  lands,  but  it  would  be  remembered  that 
under  "  The  Native  Rights  Act,  1865,"  it  was 

Srovidcd  that  there  should  be  absolutely  no 
istinction  as  to  the  rights  of  Europeans  and 
Natives.  In  these  circumstances,  he  thought 
the  Natives  should  be  treated  as  Europeans 
would  be  whose  private  interests  in  land  had 
■been  interfered  with.  He  contended,  therefore, 
that  the  Bill  was  a  private  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  the  question 
really  was,  whether  this  land  was  the  private 
property  of  individuals  or  not.  He  could  not 
see  bow  Native  land  which  had  not  been  indi- 
vidualised, and  had  not  been  vested  in  the 
Natives  by  Crown  grant,  could  be  the  private 
property  of  individuals. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB  said  he  had  looked 
into  this  Bill,  as  far  as  the  time  at  his  disposal 
admitted.  The  Native  Affairs  Committee  had 
reported  that  they  had  taken  evidence  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill,  and  they  recommended  that 
the  Bill  be  allowed  to  proceed  without  amend- 
ment. He  was,  therefore,  bound  to  assume 
that  the  statement  in  the  preamble  was  quite 
correct,  and  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  carry  out 
the  agreements  entered  into  by  certain  in- 
dividuals with  Her  Majesty.  The  island  was 
required  for  public  purposes,  as  a  reserve  for 
birds  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  defence  purposes 
in  time  of  fighting.  It  was  not  to  be  disposed 
of  by  sale  or  otherwise  for  settlement  purposes. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  could  not  rule 
that  this  was  a  private  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said,  under  these 
■circumstances,  he  would  take  whatever  action 
might  be  required  on  the  next  sitting-day, 
when  he  would  be  prepared  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  committed  that  day  six  months.  He 
gave  that  notice  in  order  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  have  an  opportunity,  if  pos- 
sible, of  affording  further  ioformation  to  the 
-Council  in  regard  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  under- 
stood that  this  was  a  Bill  to  compel  certain 
Natives  to  sell  land  which  they  did  not  wish 
to  sell.  Certain  Natives  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  for  a  conditional  sale,  and  others 
who  were  interested  in  the  land  never  had 
consented  to  the  sale,  and  the  Government 
were  taking  the  land  in  spite  of  the  protests 
of  those  Natives  who  did  not  wish  to  sell. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was 
directly  contrary  to  all  principles  of  legisla- 
tion, and  was  also  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Treaty  of  Waitang^i,  which  conferred  on  the 
Natives  the  exclusive  right  to  their  property, 
leaving  to  the  Government  simply  the  right  of 
pre-emption.  That,  of  course,  meant  that  the 
Natives  could  not  be  forced  to  sell.  He  be- 
lieved this  matter  was  very  closely  contested 
in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He  also 
Jmew  that  a  professional  man  in  Wellington 
Hon.  Mr.  PJiaratyn 


was  anxious  to  be  heard  in  support  of  the 
rights  of  the  Natives  who  had  not  consented 
to  the  sale.  He  thought  the  facts  of  the  case 
should  be  stated  fully  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  or  by  some  other  member  who  was 
acquainted  with  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— We  have 
all  the  facts  here. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
they  had  the  facts  from  the  departmental 
point  of  view,  it  was  true,  but  it  was  possible 
the  Natives  might  wish  to  be  heard  at  the  bar 
of  the  Council.  This  was  a  very  important 
question  indeed.  In  fact,  this  was  an  attempt 
to  confiscate  private  property  at  a  price  which 
the  Government  thought  should  be  paid,  quite 
irrespective  of  what  the  Natives  thought — ^hs 
meant  those  Natives  who  had  not  agreed  to  the 
sale.  This  might  be  a  very  desirable  purchase; 
— he  was  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  on 
that  point;  but  it  seemed  to  him  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  the  Natives  should  be  com- 
pelled to  give  up  their  land  at  a  compensation 
to  be  fixed  not  by  any  outside  tribunal,  bat  by 
some  Government  official  or  person  acting  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony.  When  the  Bill 
came  up  on  Monday  he  would  probably  make 
some  further  reference  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  this  Bill  only 
carried  a  little  further  a  principle  to  which  the 
Council  had  made  itself  a  party — ^namely,  the 
compulsory  taking  of  land — and  this  Bill  only 
extended  that  principle  to  Natives. 

The  Hon.  Sir  6.  S.  WHITMORE  said  in  this 
instance  the  Natives  were  only  being  treated  in 
the  same  way  as  Europeans  in  their  land  being 
taken  for  public  purposes.  He  could  not  help 
thinking,  moreover,  that  behind  these  Native 
matters  there  were  always  some  Europeans 
trying  to  work  a  point,  and  therefore  he  asked 
honourable  gentlemen  not  to  be  carred  away 
by  any  ex  parte  statements. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SIcLEAN  hoped  the  members 
of  the  Council  would  not  think  the  same  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart — namely,  that  the  colony 
should  not  take  this  land  the  same  as  they 
would  take  land  from  Europeans.  If  his 
honourable  friend  would  get  a  little  experience 
of  these  Native-land-buying  transactions  he 
would  agree  that  the  Government  should 
exercise  its  power  to  buy  it,  being  for  paUie 

Eurposes.  He  should  like  all  Native  land  to 
e  sold  through  the  Land  Boards,  the  same 
as  other  land  was  sold.  His  opinion  was,  in 
reference  to  Native-land  buying,  that,  no  mat- 
ter how  clean  the  hands  of  any  Government 
might  be,  i(  it  entered  into  this  business  it 
would  defile  itself.  It  did  not  matter  how  pure 
the  Government  might  be,  there  was  alwayi 
trouble  in  connection  with  Native-land  buying. 
He  had  never  ceased  to  rail  at  these  Nacive- 
land  transactions.  There  were  always  a  laige 
number  of  Europeans  behind  the  Natives,  de- 
siring to  work  points,  and  the  Natives  had  very 
often  hardly  anything  to  say  in  the  business, 
the  Europeans  pocketing  the  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARaZYN  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  as  if  this  were  Native 
land  which  bad  not  passed  through  the  Native 
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XjuxA  Court.  It  had  beea  passed  through  the 
Kative  Ltuid  Court,  and  was  now  held  under 
the  Land  Transfer  Act.  It  was,  therefore, 
quite  as  much  private  land  as  any  other  pri- 
vate land. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  there  was  plenty 
«f  land  which  was  held  under  the  Land 
Transfer  Act.  The  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was 
Altogether  out  of  the  question.  That  being  so, 
he  Uiought  the  issues  were  very  simple  and 
narrow.  He  held  entirely  that,  if  the  Natives 
did  not  receive  a  sufScient  price,  means  should 
be  taken  whereby  they  should  receive  a  fair  price. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  hoped  to  be 
«ble  to  remove  all  tb'e  difficulties  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  question  by  somebody 
-who  might  have  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.  — I 
heard  the  discussion  in  the  House. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLET  said,  at  any 
rate  he  hoped  by  Monday  to  satisfy  the  honour- 
Able  member  that  the  whole  of  his  contentions 
were  without  foundation.  Also,  with  regard 
to  the  statements  of  his  honourable  friend 
Ur.  Pharazyn,  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the 
right  to  reply  to  those  statements  on  Monday. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

HOROWHENUA  POST-OPPICE. 

The  Hod.  Mr.  RIGG  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Will  the  Government  make  arrange- 
ments for  receiving  and  delivering  letters  ad- 
dressed at  and  to  Horowhenua  pending  the 
inquiries  to  be  made  during  the  recess  into 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  dosing 
of  that  post-office? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
received  information  on  the  matter,  in  the 
-shape  of  a  letter  from  the  Under-Secretary  of 
the  department  to  the  Postmaster-General,  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to 
make  special  arrangements.  The  question  of 
-opening  the  post-office  would  receive  attention 
-wnen  Parliament  prorogued. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  OFFICE  CONSOLIDA- 
TION BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  committed. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  this  Bill  bore 
-evidence  on  the  face  of  it  that  a  great  deal  of 
pains  had  been  taken  in  drafting  it.  It  was 
a  consolidation  Bill,  and  appeared  to  provide 
for  nearly  all  the  circumstances  likely  to  arise. 
There  were,  however,  one  or  two  clauses  to  which 
he  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council. 
He  referred  particularly  to  clauses  19  and  52. 
There  had  been  a  great  deal  said  about  provid- 
ing cheap  money  for  the  people,  and  the  colony 
was  going  to  lend  money  at  5  per  cent.  This 
-clause — 19— proposed  to  validate  acts  done  by 
the  Public  Trustee  acting  under  probate  or  awl- 
ministration  granted  in  error.  There  would  be 
danger  of  confusion  unless  the  clause  were 
Amended.  Then,  with  regard  to  clause  52, 
-which  made  it  obligatory  to  give  notice  to 
the  Public  Trustee  when  a  person  died  in  a 
pablic  institution,  in  many  cases  this  would 
be  found  to  be  impossible.  This  would  have 
to  be  struck  out. 


Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  the 
third  time. 

WILSON  LAND  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  committed. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  thought 
this  was  a  Bill  which  it  was  necessary  the 
Council  should  have  some  particulars  about. 
This  Mr.  Wilson  lost  his  parents  in  1869,  at 
the  time  of  the  Poverty  Bay  massacre.  The 
Government  granted  him  an  annuity  of  £50  a 
year  until  he  came  of  age.  They  also  granted 
him  one  hundred  cLcres  of  land,  of  which  he 
was  to  have  the  use  during  his  lifetime,  and  be 
had  power  to  dispose  of  the  land  by  will  on  his 
death.  He  now  wished  to  have  the  land  vested 
in  him,  and  if  that  were  done  it  meant  that  he 
could  dispose  of  the  land  to-morrow,  and  thus 
deprive  himself  and  his  children  of  the  benefit 
intended  for  them  by  the  Legislature  in  1869. 
Mr.  Wilson  had  granted  a  mortgage  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Australia  over  his  interest  in  the  land, 
and  if  this  Bill  were  passed  it  would  make  that 
mortgage  good,  and  the  Union  Bank  might 
realise  on  their  mortgage,  and  thus  deprive  Mr. 
Wilson  and  his  children  of  the  land.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  be  directly 
in  conflict  with  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
in  making  the  grant  in  1869.  He  did  not  think 
the  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with  any  further, 
and  would  therefore  move,  That  the  Bill  be  cotn- 
miUed  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  hoped  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  would 
be  carried.  This  Bill  had  been  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  was  carefully 
looked  into.  He  considered  it  was  a  Bill  that 
should  not  be  passed  by  any  Legislature.  The 
colony  had  given  this  boy  a  pension,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  protect 
him  from  himself.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  carried  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  wanted  to  know 
what  the  position  of  Wilson  would  be  if  the 
Bill  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  position 
was  very  easy  to  describe.  Wilson  would 
be  simply  out  of  house  and  home.  Me  would 
like  to  draw  attention  to  the  proviso,  which 
said,  "And  whereas  the  said  James  George 
Wilson,  being  at  the  time  in  ignorance  of  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  said  Act,  executed 
to  the  Union  Bank  of  Australia,"  and  so  on. 
It  seemed  to  him  a  very  curious  thing  that  in 
executing  the  mortgage  the  lawyer  for  the 
Union  Bank  should  not  have  examined  the 
title,  and  it  was  more  startling  still  that  the 
Registrar  should  not  have  done  so.  The  cir- 
cumstances were  that  at  the  time  of  the  Poverty 
Bay  massacre  the  whole  of  the  family  of  this 
boy  were  murdered,  and  the  boy  at  the  time 
went  to  the  settlement  and  gave  the  alarm 
to  the  people.  The  women  were  thus  enabled 
to  take  their  children  away  on  their  backs,  and 
the  men  were  able  to  provide  themselves  with 
arms  and  to  make  provision  for  their  safety. 
This  little  lad  was  the  means  of  saving  the 
lives  of  he  did  not  know  how  many  people. 
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The  Provincial  OoTetnment  of  Aookland  had 
given  him  a  grant  of  money,  and  the  Qeneral 
Government  gave  him  £S0  a  year  till  be  wae 
twent.y-one  years  of  age,  and  this  land,  with  no 
power  of  sale,  on  aoooant  of  his  plucky  con- 
duct ;  and  that  object  would  be  defeated  if  the 
LeKislacnre  passed  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KKRR  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  this  must  have  been  a  most  extraordi- 
nary young  boy,  and  when  he  grew  up  he 
■eemed  to  be  more  extraordinary  still,  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  able  to  get  moner  on  land 
to  which  he  could  give  no  title.  He  (Mr.  Kerr) 
should  certainly  be  inclined  to  keep  him  on 
this  land  until  such  time  as  he  was  able  to 
bequeath  it  to  the  Union  Bank  or  to  his 
children. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  it  was  quite 
dear  that  the  Union  Bank  was  interested  in 
this  matter.  A  good  many  other  people  who 
had  blundered  in  connection  with  it  were  also 
interested  in  it.  It  was  also  clear  that  this 
Mr.  Wilson  would  be  very  much  injured  if  they 
passed  the  Bill.  Therefore  he  supported  the 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  his 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Pharasyn  invariably 
showed  some  suspicion  that  there  was  some- 
thing wrong,  especially  in  anything  the  Qorem- 
ment  had  to  do  with.  Probably  he  would  be 
pleiuied  to  know  that  this  was  not  a  Govern- 
ment measure  at  all.  The  representation 
made  to  the  Government  was  that  this  man 
was  anxious  to  got  upon  the  laad  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  home  for  himself.  As  to  the 
amount  that  was  due  to  the  Union  Bank,  the 
fact  of  his  living  upon  the  land  would  enable 
him  to  pay  off  that  mortgage.  He  was  liable 
under  the  mortgage,  sjid  he  would  be  placed 
later  on  at  a  disadvantage  if  this  Bill  were  not 
paRsed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  could  easily 
go  through  the  Court  and  clear  himself  in  that 
way. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  if  that 
was  so  he  had  not  a  word  to  say. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
committed  that  day  three  months. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT 

BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  in  moving, 
Th/it  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
there  were  a  number  of  alberacions  in  it  of  con- 
siderable importance.  He  would  refer  to  some 
of  them ;  otherwise  there  might  be  annther 
ohjfcti»n  that  he  only  read  the  side -notes. 
One  important  matter  was  that  instead  of  the 
asRessnient  being  made  triennially  it  was  to 
be  mivde  biennially,  if  the  department  should 
consider  it  necessary  to  do  so.  Clause  7  pro- 
viiled  that  the  existing  assesnment  should  con- 
tinue until  the  new  assessment  were  made.  A 
person  might  make  an  objection  to  his  assess- 
ment, and  the  Commissioner  might  refuse  to 
agree  to  the  objection,  but  if  that  were  granted 
the  result  of  that  would  be  a  new  assessment. 
There  wan  another  matter,  and  that  was  with 
regard  to  the  Board  of  Review  of  Assessments. 
Hon.  Mr.  Sioanton 


That  WM  abolished,  and  th«  Stipendiary  Ma({is- 
trate  was  empowered  to  review  assessmenta. 
Then,  the  18th  clause  provided, — 

"  If  any  person  makes  default  in  furnishing 
any  return  of  income,  or  if  the  Commiasioaat 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  return  of  income  made 
by  any  person,  he  may  make  an  assessment  of 
the  amount  on  which,  in  his  judgment,  tax 
ought  to  be  charged,  and  the  tax  shall  be  pay- 
aUe  accordingly." 

That  was  the  same  as  the  English  Act.  He 
mentioned  that  because  some  bononrable  mem- 
hen  though  it  was  rather  inquisitorial.  Then, 
in  section  IS  there  was  an  alteration.  As  tiie 
law  stood  they  could  call  upon  a  banking  oom- 
pany  to  register ;  and  there  was  aaotfaer  olaose 
mserted,  under  which  every  banking  oompaoy 
was  to  be  assessed  for  inoome-tax  each  year. 
The  provision  was  this  : — 

"  Every  banking  company  shall  be  assessed 
for  inoome-tax  each  year  upon  a  snm  represent- 
ing seven  shillings  and  sixpenoe  in  every  ana 
hundred  pounds  of  theaTerage  of  its  total  niseis 
and  liabilities  for  the  four  quactaa  of  the 
preceding  year  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March." 

There  was  great  difBonlty  in  aseertaining 
what  would  be  the  income  of  some  of  the 
banks,  and  this  was  a  method  of  arriving  at 
what  they  should  pay  if  they  eondnoted  their 
business  prudently  and  wisely.  It  was  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  property-tax,  as  they 
would  have  to  pay  on  their  property.  He  had 
gone  through  this  with  great  care  in  order  to 
ascertain  why  the  amount  should  be  7s.  6i., 
and  why  it  should  be  axsessed  in  that  way  in- 
stead of  on  the  actual  inoome ;  and  that  was 
the  explanation  he  had  had  from  the  head  of 
the  department,  and  it  was  the  only  explanatioa 
that  could  be  given.  In  the  ease  of  machinery 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  depreciation.  Some 
machinery  became  olieolete,  and  no  allowanos 
had  been  made  for  that,  or  for  repairs  or  de- 
preciation, but  under  a  clause  in  uie  Bill  that 
would  be  allowed.  In  Committee  he  would 
be  glad  to  give  any  further  informadon  which 
might  be  required  by  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  \IcLB.\N  said  this  was  a 
very  important  Bill,  and  he  would  therebre  | 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  postpone  the 
committal  till  Monday,  so  that  honourable 
members  might  have  time  to  look  into  the 
different  sections  and  see  what  alterations  is 
the  law  were  proposed.  There  were  certainly 
some  amendments  which  were  necessary. 
Hitherto  local  ventures  had  been  taxed  very 
severely,  while  foreign  companies  had  been 
allowed  to  go  scot-free.  He  did  not  see  any- 
thing in  the  Bill  which  provided  for  the  taxing 
of  outside  shipping  companies  trading  in  ths 
colony.  All  the  local  shipping  was  taxed,  but 
outside  shipping  might  come  here  and  tcade 
and  not  be  taxed  at  all.  He  certainly  thonglit 
something  should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to 
reach  them.  Probably  that  might  be  held  to 
come  under  the  provision  as  to  regiilaUons.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  at  last  some  jusiioe  wsa 
going  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  taxing  bank- 
ing people.    It  had  been  a  scandal  dui^  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Native  Land 


[HOUSE.] 


Court  Bill. 


977 


last  three  oi  four  years  that  this  question  had 
not  been  dealt  with.  Local  institutions  were 
taxed  up  to  the  hilt,  while  we  allowed  some 
of  the  foreign  companies  to  go  scoc-free.  He 
was  glad  to  see  the  present  provision  intro- 
daoed,  thus  making  all  banks  pay  for  the 
protection  which  they  got  from  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  thought  there 
must  be  either  a  mistake  or  a  misprint  in  sec- 
tion 18,  relating  to  banks.  That  clause  pro- 
vided that — 

"  Eveiy  banking  company  shall  be  assessed 
for  income-tax  each  year  upon  a  sum  repre- 
senting seven  shillings  and  sixpence  in  every 
one  hundred  pounds  of  the  average  of  its  total 
assets  and  liabilities  for  the  four  quarters  of 
the  preceding  year  ending  the  thirty-first  day 
of  March,  according  to  the  sworn  statements 
published  in  the  Oazttte." 

That  was  a  moat  extraordinary  thing — to  tax 
an  institution  on  its  liabilities.  It  might,  how- 
ever, be  a  technical  expression  which  laymen 
did  not  understand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN.— It  is  very  fair. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  would  like  to 
know  how  you  could  tax  a  bank  on  its  liabilities 
as  well  as  its  assets.  The  liabilities  might 
be  something  enormous.  It  seemed  to  him  an 
extraordinary  use  of  language.  He  could 
understand  tsjcing  a  man  or  bank  on  their  pro- 
fits. Then,  as  to  making  returns  every  two 
years  instead  of  every  three  years,  it  was  one 
of  the  annoyances  of  the  present  system — the 
complicated  returns  which  betd  to  be  made  up 
and  furnished  to  the  department.  Many  per- 
sons regarded  it  as  almost  worse  to  maJce  up 
the  returns  than  to  pay  the  tax  —  the  whole 
thing  was  so  complicated.  Curiously  enough, 
a  return  was  made  in  this  Bill  to  the  principle 
of  tbe  property-tax,  although  that  principle 
was  looked  upon  as  so  utterly  abominable.  For 
his  owri  part,  he  thought  it  was  a  much  better 
principle  than  tbo  present  system.  It  was  only 
in  the  working  of  it  that  it  failed ;  it  was 
foolishly  administered,  and  the  assessments 
were  not  made  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  As 
to  the  graduated  tax,  that  was  simply  a  form 
of  confiscation,  and  any  one  who  studied  the 
matter  would  see  that.  In  his  opinion,  the 
whole  system  was  wrong  from  beginning  to 
end. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  20th  October,  1894. 


Second  Headings— Third  Beadlnga— Native  Iiand 
Court  Bill— Criminal  Code  Bill  — Native  Land 
Conrt  Bill— Bblpping  and  Seamen's  Bill— Death 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan.— Pomahaka  Purchase. 

Mr.  Spzakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 


Pbatebs. 


SECOND  READINGS. 
James  Mitchell  Trust  Bill,  Otago  Harbour 
Board  Further   Empowering    Bill,    Westland 
County  Council  Enabling  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
James  Mitchell  Trust  Bill,  Otago  Harbour 
Board  Further   Empo<rering    Bill,   Westland 
County  Council  Enabling  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Conference  on  this  Bill  was 
brought  up.  [See  proceedings  of  Legislative 
Council,  p.  973.] 

On  the  question,  That  this  report  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  HEKE  moved,  That  this  House  does 
not  agree  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Con- 
ference as  regards  clause  IIS,  in  so  far  as  such 
arrangement  strikes  out  tbe  dealing  with  lands 
held  by  Natives  in  severalty.  He  contended 
that  the  Natives,  where  they  had  their  title 
established  to  them  in  severalty,  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  deal  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans. 
They  were  liable  to  suffer' in  many  respects 
under  Acts  passed  by  the  House — such  as  the 
Rating  Act  and  other  Acts  which  imposed  taxa- 
tion on  them — and  be  thought  it  was  only  fair 
that  Natives  holding  their  title  in  severalty 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
them  in  the  way  Europeans  were  allowed  to 
deal.  They  had  a  provision  in  the  Bill  that  any 
Native  could  apply  to  the  Land  Board ;  but  he 
contended  that  it  cost  too  much  for  any  indi- 
vidual to  apply  to  the  Board  to  have  his  land 
disposed  of,  and  tbe  only  way  in  which  any  in- 
dividual would  he  able  to  dispose  of  this  burden 
placed  upon  his  property  under  the  Acts  he 
had  mentioned  was  to  allow  them  to  deal  with 
their  lands  as  Europeans. 

Captain  RUSSELL  seconded  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  principle  that,  so  long  as  it  was 
provided  under  statute  that  no  Native  should 
be  allowed  to  alienate  his  land  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  render  himself  liable  to  become  a 
burden  on  the  State,  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  interfere  with  the  alienation 
by  the  Natives  of  such  land  as  they  held  in 
severalty.  Under  the  provision  alluded  to — in 
clause  115 — no  Native  had  power  to  alienate 
his  land  unless  he  could  prove  that  he  would 
have  sufficient  land  left  to  support  himself; 
and  under  those  circumstances  it  was  their 
duty  to  assimilate  the  position  of  the  Natives 
to  that  of  the  Europeans  as  far  as  possible,  so 
long  as  they  did  not  thereby  make  the  Natives 
a  charge  on  the  State. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  took  leave  to  say  that 
he  hardly  believed  the  House  realised  what  it 
was  doing  in  connection  with  Native  lands. 
Since  the  Bill  had  come  to  the  House  from  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  he  did  not  know  that 
half  a  dozen  members  had  been  able  to  follow 
the  intricacies  of  the  changes  that  had  been 
made.  In  short,  the  provisions  of  Division  II. 
of  the  measure  as  now  presented  for  accept- 
ance were  nothing  short  of  confiscation  of  Na- 
tive property,  tempered  by  compensation,  not 
under  such   safeguards  as  were  afforded  by 
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Arbitration  Courts  in  the  taking  o{  land  for 
settlement  or  for  pnblic  works,  but  at  the 
caprice  of  the  Minister  of  the  day.  It  mi^ht 
be  very  desirable  to  restore  the  pre-emptive 
right  over  large  blocks  of  land,  particularly 
where  the  titles  were  not  ascertained ;  but 
there  were,  to  his  knowledge,  holdings  of  small 
extent  which  the  Native  owners  could  not 
utilise  themselves — holdings  of  bush  or  swamp 
land — which,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bili, 
the  Natives  would  be  debarred  from  dealing  with 
except  to  the  Crown.  The  Natives  were  to  be 
treated  not  only  as  imbeciles  but  as  outlaws. 
He  had  no  hope,  of  course,  that  his  proposal 
would  be  carried,  but  he  took  the  opportunity 
of  saying  those  few  words,  for  the  day  would 
come  when  this  rash  and  inconsiderate  legis- 
lation would  have  to  be  undone. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  somewhat  surprised,  after 
the  House  had  expressed  itself  on  the  question, 
that  the  matter  should  now  at  this  late  stage 
of  the  session  be  questioned.  The  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  had  tested  the  feeling  of 
the  House  by  moving  an  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— Members  did  not  un- 
derstand what  they  were  voting  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  well  understood, 
and,  at  any  rate,  the  amendment  was  not 
carried.  Then,  the  Legislative  Council  placed 
the  same  thing  in  the  Bill.  It  came  to  the 
House ;  the  House  disagreed  with  the  amend- 
ment and  instructed  their  Managers  to  dis- 
agree ;  so  that,  now  the  House  bad  had  its 
own  way,  an  amendment  was  moved  providing 
that  it  should  stultify  itself  by  agreeing  to 
what  it  had  refused  on  two  occasions.  It 
was  placing  the  Managers  for  the  House  in 
a  false  position.  It  meant  practically  free- 
trade  in  Native  land,  and  that  was  not  con- 
sidered by  the  House  to  be  desirable.  The 
Natives  were  not  treated  unjustly,  but  in  a 
way  that  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  race, 
and  were  protected  as  against  what  had  been 
happening  time  after  time,  and  what  had 
proved  injurious  to  the  colony  in  stopping 
settlement,  and  what  had  led  to  litigation  as 
between  the  Natives  and  the  Europeans  which 
had  caused  serious  trouble  to  Parliament.  The 
House  had  repeatedly  to  be  passing  validation 
Bills,  and  the  only  way  to  stop  this  was  to  agree 
to  the  Bill  as  amended.  The  feeling  of  the 
House  was  so  well  ascertained  on  this  point 
that,  whatever  might  occur  in  the  future,  the 
Bill  should  be  passed  at  once. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  knew  it  was  useless  to  say 
anything  in  reference  to  the  Bill ;  but  the  Pre- 
mier had  scarcely  put  the  case  fairly  before 
the  House,  and  that  accounted  for  the  way 
in  which  a  great  many  honourable  members 
voted  on  the  question.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man represented  that  this  meant  free-trade  in 
Native  land.  It  meant  nothing  of  the  kind, 
and  if  honourable  members  would  look  at  clause 
38  of  the  Bill  they  would  see  it  was  not  free- 
trade.  No  Native  could  divest  himself  of  land 
without  going  before  the  Trust  Commissioner 
and  satisfying  him  that  he  had  sufficient  land 
left  to  live  upon.  There  could  be  no  stronger 
Mr.  Q.  Rutcfaton 


indication  of  the  injustice  of  the  Bill  than  the 
fact  that  the  Native  members  in  the  House 
were  opposed  to  it.  They  must  surely  know 
their  own  business,  and  be  able  to  look  after 
their  own  affairs.  He  told  honourable  mem- 
bers if  the  Bill  passed  it  would  lock  up  the 
North  Island  and  stop  settlement.  If  that 
was  what  honourable  members  desired  they 
were  going  to  attain  their  object.  He  knew  it 
was  useless  to  say  anything  in  tho  matter,  bat 
if  they  came  back  next  session  they  would 
find  that  the  matter  would  be  reopened,  and 
the  measure  would  have  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  representing  as  be 
had  done  for  many  years  a  eonidderable  num- 
ber of  Natives,  he  mast,  in  justice  to  them, 
support  the  amendment.  His  opinion  wis 
that  the  Natives  in  all  the  settled  districU 
who  had  titles  in  severalty  to  their  land  would 
be  very  much  injured  by  the  Bill.  They  had 
lived  in  contact  with  Europeans  for  many 
years,  and  were  perfectly  well  able  to  deal 
with  their  own  property — just  as  well  able  as 
many  Europeans.  They  were  always  making 
professions  of  placing  the  Natives  on  the  same 
footing  as  Europeans,  and  now  they  proposed 
to  pass  this' Bill  and  commit  a  rank  injustice 
upon  such  Natives  as  he  had  described.  Then, 
again,  the  passing  of  the  Bill  would  mean  the 
confiscation  of  considerable  sums  of  money, 
epent  by  Europeans  in  assisting  Natives  to  get 
titles  to  their  land.  Under  the  provisions  of 
clause  115,  those  who  had  so  advanced  to 
Natives,  and  had  done  so  in  a  bona  fide  way, 
would  have  their  advances  confiscated,  becauGa 
there  was  no  protection  for  them  under  tiie 
Bill.  If  it  were  provided  that  the  Government 
should  recoup  them  on  the  sale  of  the  land, 
justice  might  possibly  be  secured ;  but  as  it 
now  stood  there  would  be  a  great  amount  of 
injustice  perpetrated,  both  on  the  Natives,  who 
had  in  his  experience  been  always  vrilling  and 
anxious  to  deal  fairly  and  justly  witb  the 
Europeans,  and  also  on  the  Europeans  them- 
selves who  had  advanced  money  in  a  bom  fidt 
way. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  would  support  the  amend- 
ment, because  the  Native  Minister  was  acting 
in  a  very  arbitrary  manner.  It  was  a  vaiy 
unjust  thing,  and  would  inflict  great  hardship 
upon  the  Natives,  who  were  subject  to  pay 
rates  and  taxes,  and  whose  land  would  be  locked 
up  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  Government.  It 
was  also  very  unjust  to  the  North  Island,  and 
would  be  the  means  of  retarding  settlement. 
This  was  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  present 
Government  meant  to  bar  the  progress  of  tiie 
North.  They  were  working  in  the  interest  A 
the  South,  as  could  be  seen  by  the  Ijand  tor 
Settlements  Bill.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  l)e  accepted,  aa  it  was  on  lines  of  juetiee. 
The  Premier  knew  nothing  whatever  of  NatiTt 
matters,  or  he  would  know  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  thousands  of  Natives  that  they  should  bavt 
the  right  of  dealing  with  their  own  lands. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  they  might  just  as  well 
stop  the  Europeans  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
North  Island  uom  dealing  with  their  lands  as 
the  Natives  on  the  Coast.    They  had  just  ai 
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jaach  knowledge  of  the  value  of  land,  and  had 
«8  much  opportunity  of  getting  good  value  for 
it,  as  Europeans.  In  their  interests  he  would 
be  doing  right  in  supporting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OABBOLL  waa  inclined  to  a^ee  that 
the  time  was  inopportune  to  resist  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  and  sanctioned  by 
the  other  Chamber.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  at  the  present  stage  the  question  had 
lietter  be  left  over,  believing  as  he  did  that  the 
matter  would  have  to  be  faoed  and  dealt  with 
before  long.  If  the  question  were  left  over,  it 
'Would  allow  his  colleague  during  the  recess  to 
look  at  every  phase  of  the  question,  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned.  He  might  state 
that  he  was  quite  in  sympathy  with  the  desire 
foe  individual  freedom  as  advanced  by  the 
previous  speakers. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  a  correspondent 
bad  written  to  him  stating  that  he  had 
already  purchased  a  large  portion  of  land  from 
Natives  whose  title  had  been  individualised, 
and  that  he  contemplated  purchasing  the 
balance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  provided  for. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Have  they  a  right  of 
sale? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  LANG  rose  to  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District.  He  looked  upon  it  that  the 
Natives  were  quite  able  to  look  after  their  own 
interests,  and  that  to  make  provisions  such 
as  those  proposed  was  only  to  retard  settle- 
ment. It  was  also  moat  unjust  to  the  Natives. 
How  would  Europeans  like  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Natives,  in  not  being  able 
"to  deal  with  their  own  property  ?  So  much 
bad  been  said  on  this  question  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  delay  the  House.  He  simply  wished 
to  add  his  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
'OoTemment  in  this  matter. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  report  of  the  Conference  with  regard  to 
section  115  be  agreed  to." 

Atbs,  39. 
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Majority  for,  li. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired  to  move  an 
amendment  with  regard  to  clause  116.  This 
clause  was  intended  to  allow  an  opportunity  to 
those  who  had  been  in  bond  fide  negotiation  for 
interests  in  land  to  complete  their  transactions 
— in  legal  phrase,  to  allow  them  a  Zociu  pcmi- 
tentuB—hnt  he  doubted  if  the  clause,  as  it  now 
appeared,  would  have  the  effect  that  had  been 
promised.  The  understanding  was  that  a  clause 
such  as  that  in  "  The  Native  Land  Administra- 
tion Act,  1886,"  would  be  inserted  in  this  Bill. 
But  this  clause  did  not  preserve  rights  to  the 
same  extent ;  it  would  apply  only  to  enable 
pending  transactions  to  be  completed  where 
some  interests  in  the  same  block  had  been 
already  acquired  according  to  law.  That  was 
to  say,  unless  a  person  haid  perfected  the  pur- 
chase or  lease  of  some  interests  in  a  block,  he 
could  not  go  on  to  complete  interests  which  he 
might  have  been  in  treaty  for,  although  the 
completion  of  these  outstanding  interests  was 
subject  in  the  first  instance  to  his  obtaining  a 
certificate  after  due  inquiry  aa  to  the  bona  fides 
of  the  transckction,  which  on  completion  would 
be  again  subject  to  various  safeguards  against 
fraud.  His  amendment  was  as  follows :  "This 
HoDse  accepts  the  amendments  made  in  the 
proviso,  if  the  wording  of  the  main  clause  be 
amended  to  allow  (subject  to  the  safeguards 
as  to  certificates  of  bona  fides)  the  acquisition 
of  shares  or  interests  which  at  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  were  under  treaty,  although  the  person 
so  treating  had  not  purchased  or  leased  other 
shares  in  the  same  block."  Although  it  might 
be  futile — in  fact,  desperate— to  attempt  a  divi- 
sion on  this  question,  he  would  probably  call  for 
one,  for  the  pu  rpose  of  putting  upon  record  this 
protest  against  such  "  bugger-mugger  "  legisla- 
tion as  they  were  passing  —  legislation  which 
would  almost  certainly  have  to  be  amended 
or  repealed  in  some  succeeding  session. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  was  quite  aware,  with  his 
honourable  friend  who  had  moved  in  this  mat- 
ter, of  the  futility  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  an 
amendment.  It  was  not  a  question  of  argu- 
ment, but  a  matter  of  fairness  between  the 
Premier  and  himself.  There  was  no  dispute 
as  to  the  facts  at  all.  During  the  debate  on 
the  second  reading,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  some  obstruction  to  the  Bill,  he  had  said 
that  if  the  Hon.  .the  Premier  would  accept 
the  clause  contained  in  Mr.  Ballonoe's  Ad- 
ministration Act  he  would  agree  to  support 
the  Bill.  Thereupon  the  Premier  said  he  would 
do  so,  and  suggested  that  he  (Mr.  Bell)  should 
stay  and  give  him  the  benefit  of  his  assistance 
on  the  other  clauses  of  the  Bill.  He  was,  how- 
ever, pretty  tired,  and  went  to  bed,  and  the 
whole  result  followed  from  that.  It  was  for 
the  House  to  say  whether  the  country  was  to 
be  punished  because  he  happened  to  go  to  bed. 
Then,  this  happened:  His  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button), 
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acting  under  some  misapprehension,  told  the 
Premier  that  a  olanse  'which  was  in  manu- 
soript,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  never  seen 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with,  was  his  clause,  and 
the  Premier  inserted  it.  So  far  the  Premier 
had  done  all  that  could  be  expected.  The 
Premier  had  put  in  the  clause  which  he  had 
been  told  was  bis  (Mr.  Bell's)  clause;  but  he 
had  said  that  he  would  put  in  the  clause  of 
his  late  chief,  Mr.  Bsllance.  In  that  way  the 
Premier  was  led  into  this  error;  and  he  (Mr. 
Bell)  was  under  the  impression  that  the  clause 
from  the  Administration  Act  had  been  put 
in.  When  appealed  to  subsequently  the  Pre- 
mier said  that  this  was  a  better  clause  than 
the  claose  in  tiie  Administration  Act,  and 
that  he  would  stick  to  it.  The  Premier  had 
power  to  do  that;  and  he  wished  to  put  on 
record  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  Premier 
ascertaining  his  mistalce,  and  refusing  to 
remedy  it,  there  could  be  no  possible  ground 
of  complaint  against  him.  Since  the  Premier 
had  discovered  his  mistake  he  thought  he 
had  not  treated  him  fairly,  and  that  he  had 
not  treated  the  House  fairly.  He  submitted 
that  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  ought  to  be  accepted.  There 
had  been  a  statement  made  by  the  Premier  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  that  a  certain  provision 
would  be  inserted,  which,  by  a  mistake  for 
which  the  Premier  was  not  answerable,  had 
not  been  inserted.  That  was  the  case,  but, 
the  mistake  having  occurred,  the  Premier  re- 
fused to  rectify  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  sud  the  history  of  this  clause 
was  almost  as  unique  as  that  of  clause  21,  the 
famous  clause  in  the  Licensing  Act.  Just  for 
the  moment  be  could  not  tell  who  was  the 
preparer  of  this  particular  clause.  The  honour- 
able member  must  admit  that  he  had  put  the 
question  to  him,  if  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  any 
objection  to  put  in  clauses  24  and  25  of  the 
Administration  Act  of  1886 — which  he  said 
were  put  in  by  Mr.  Ballance,  He  (Mr.  Sed- 
don) had  said,  "  Well,  if  my  late  chief  ap- 
proved of  them  they  must  be  all  right,  cer- 
tainly." Then,  what  happened  was  this:  Later 
on,  when  they  were  getting  the  Bill  through 
the  House,  Mr.  Button  came  to  him  and  said, 
"  Here  is  a  new  clause  " — asking  at  the  same 
time,  "  What  about  the  amendment  you  pro- 
mised Mr.  Bell  ?  "  He  replied,  "  Very  well," 
and  accepted  the  new  clause,  at  the  time  be- 
lieving it  to  have  been  drafted  by  Mr.  Bell. 
This  had  happened  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Bell  going  away.  Knowing  that  he  desired 
the  amendment,  he  had  asked  Mr.  Bell  to 
remain  to  attend  to  it  and  finish  the  Bill,  but 
he  had  replied  that  he  felt  rather  tired  and 
would  leave.  He  left,  the  clause  was  given  to 
him  by  Mr.  Button  as  Mr.  Bell's  clause,  the 
House  accepted  it,  it  was  put  in  the  Bill,  it 
went  to  the  Legislative  Council,  the  Legis- 
lative Council  accepted  it  with  some  additional 
proviso,  tmd  the  Conference  agreed  to  it.  Then 
he  had  met  Mr.  Bell  in  the  lobby,  and  Mr.  Bell 
had  said  it  was  not  his  clause ;  he  replied  that 
Mr.  Button  had  given  it  to  him  as  Mr.  Bell's 
'Clause  ;  and  Mr.  Button,  when  asked  who  had 
Ur.Bai 


given  it  to  him,  said  he  did  not  know,  but  hft 
thought  it  was  Mr.  Mitchelson. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  not  he. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Well,  when  he  received 
this  clause,  he  read  it  carefully,  and  he  saw  it 
was  not  objectionable  —  that  it  went  in  the 
right  direction,  and  quite  as  far  as  he  intended 
it  to  go.  He  had  not  read  clauses  34  and  3S 
of  "  The  Native  Land  Administration  Act, 
1886,"  at  that  time,  but  when  he  did  read 
them  he  thought  that  they  would  have  given 
far  too  much  latitude.  He  had  simply  to  say 
that  to  have  put  them  in  when  he  was  askad 
to  do  so  afterwards  would  have  been  to  hava 
made  a  complete  farce  of  the  whole  thing,  and 
he  refused  to  be  a  party  to  anything  of  that 
kind.  If  they  were  going  to  pass  legislatian, 
let  it  be  defined ;  and  he  would  say  that,  who- 
ever had  drafted  the  amendment,  it  was  well 
drafted.  He  felt  sure  that  it  had  been  done  by 
some  member  of  the  legal  profession.  Theis 
were  three  or  four  little  words  in  the  clause 
which  he  liked  very  much;  they  were  "in 
aocordanoe  with  the  law."  These  words 
pleased  him,  and  he  said,  Well,  as  long  as 
these  negotiations  have  been  in  acooidance 
with  the  law,  let  the  party  who  is  pnrehasing 
a  block  or  leasing  it  continue  the  negotiations. 
Now,  these  words  were  not  in  sections  34  and 
25  of  the  Administration  Act,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  if  he  put  in  the  Bill  an  amend- 
ment which  was  not  an  improvement  on  tbe 
Administration  Act,  and  his  honourable  friend 
complained,  then  he  should  blame  himself; 
but,  as  the  amendment  was  an  improvement, 
and  their  experience  had  led  them  to  know  it 
was  an  improvement,  then  he  thought  no  cau 
had  a  right  to  complain.  The  only  one  who 
was  to  blame  in  the  matter  was  the  honoiu- 
abie  member  for  Wellington  City,  who  had 
asked  to  have  the  amendment,  for,  if  he  todc 
sufficient  interest  in  the  matter,  he  ought  to 
have  remained  at  his  place  and  have  seen 
that  it  was  attended  to.  The  honourable 
member  did  not  do  that,  but  went  home ;  and 
now  they  were  asked  to  undo  all  that  had  been 
done,  though  the  BiU  had  passed  the  Council 
and  the  Conference.  He  did  not  think  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  he  could  not  accept  it,  for  it  would 
go  very  much  further  than  the  originsL 
When  the  Bill  was  introduced  reprasentatiosS' 
were  made  that  very  many  persons  who  had 
been  legally  negotiating  would  be  injured  if 
they  were  suddenly  stopped  short  in  theii 
negotiations,  and,  under  these  oixcnmstaneas, 
he  agreed  to  give  the  concession,  and  he  felt 
satisfied  the  House  would  do  well  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  remain  as  it  was,  and  the  conaay 
would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  BELL  wished  to  explain  that  he  had 
not  at  all  attempted  to  discuss  whether  thi 
clause  that  was  now  in  the  Bill  was  or  was  not 
better  than  that  in  the  Act  of  1886.  All  ha 
had  intended  to  do,  and  had  done,  was  to  saj 
that  a  clause  in  the  Act  of  1886  was  the  one 
which  the  Premier  had  agreed  to  put  in  this. 
Bill.  He  was  glad  to  find  there  was  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  facts. 
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Ur.  SEDDON  thought  he  wag  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  donbt.  Be  hod  not  endea- 
'vourad  to  misrepresent  the  mattur,  and  might 
say  that  the  clauses  in  the  Administration 
Act  would  not  work  in  with  this  at  all.  They 
would  require  the  aid  of  the  legal  profession  to 
put  them  into  shape,  and  he  thought  some 
one  had  taken  the  trouble  to  do  that.  In  the 
honourable  member's  absence  he  had  acted  in 
perfectly  good  faith. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  had  not  accused  the 
bonourable  gentleman  of  doing  otherwise. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  here  both  honourable  gentlemen 
were  guilty  under  extenuating  circumstances, 
And  that  the  case  was  one  in  which  there 
ought  to  be  a  fresh  trial. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  quite  satisfied 
with  the  result. 

Captain  KUSSELL  said  the  hardship  to  a 
person  who,  under  the  existing  law,  had 
entered  into  negotiations,  if  those  negotiations 
were  cut  short  by  the  Bill  would  be  very  great 
indeed;  and  in  all  probability  the  passage  of 
snch  a  clause  as  has  been  inserted  would  inten- 
sify the  distress.  It  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
now,  when  there  was  an  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
final  settlement  of  the  Native  question,  to  allow 
the  most  liberal  ioterpretation  to  be  put  upon 
transactions  which  had  been  bond  fide  entered 
into  between  the  parties. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  sympathized  very  much 
with  all  those  Europeans  who  had  made  ar- 
rangements with  Natives  in  reference  to  the 
leasing  or  sale  of  their  lands.  It  bad  been 
the  practice,  especially  with  the  older  Natives, 
to  make  promises  to  Europeans  to  lease  or 
sell,  and  a  great  many  such  engagements  were 
made  in  good  faith  by  both  parties.  Although 
agreeing  with  the  clause,  he  would  say  that 
•  great  many  arrangements  had  been  en- 
tered into  between  Europeans  and  the  Natives 
which  had  not  been  made  in  a  very  pleasing 
manner.  There  were  also  many  that  had 
been  made  in  good  faith  on  both  sides.    He 

8  30  ^'"^^^  ^°  ^^y  ^^^^  ^^  many  of  these 
'  '  cases  there  were  Europeans  who  had 
entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Natives,  and 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  completing 
the  negotiations  they  might  have  entered  into. 
Now,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  diSeronoe  be- 
tween treating  privately  and  publicly  with  the 
Natives.  He  would  tell  the  House  again  that 
in  future  dealings  with  the  Natives  public  deal- 
ings were  the  best,  and  the  sooner  public 
dealings  with  them,  either  by  the  Crown  or  by 
private  individuals,  were  adopted  in  cases  of 
either  sale  or  lease  of  Native  lands  the  better  it 
would  be  for  the  Natives  and  for  the  Europeans, 
and  also  for  Parliament.  Much  of  the  trouble 
and  litigation  that  had  arisen  in  connection 
with  these  matters  had  sprung  from  the  secret 
oegotiations  not  only  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
but  also  on  the  part  of  the  agents  appointed  by 
private  individuals.  He  would  not  say  that  it 
was  private  individuals  alone  who  entered  into 
these  secret  negotiations.  The  Crown  also  was 
entitled  to  blame  the  same  as  private  indivi- 
duals ;  and  as  soon  as  the  House  saw  its  way 


dear,  that  for  the  futnie  negotiations  with  the 
Natives  in  reference  to  the  sale  or  lease  of  their 
lands  and  everything  of  that  nature  should  be 
made  in  public  among  the  Natives  the  better  it 
would  be  for  all  concerned. 


The  House  divided  on  the 

question,  "That 

the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  87. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Buick 

Mackintosh 

Russell,  a.  W. 

Oadman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Saunders 

Camell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Seddon 

CoUins 

McLachlsJi 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

McNab 

Stout 

Eamsbaw 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Oraham 

MiUs 

Ward 

Guinness 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Hogg 

O'Began 

Tellers. 

Joyoe 

Pinkerton 

Harris 

Larnach 

Pironl 

Noes,  27. 

McGowan. 

BeU 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Bassell,  W.  B. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Button 

Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Stevens 

Camoross 

TeAo 

Crowther 

Massejr 

Thompson 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Wilson. 

Fraser 

Newman 

TellerB. 

Green 

Parata 

Hntohison,  Q. 

Heke 

Pere 

Mitchelson. 

Houston 

Paibs. 

For 

Againit. 

Carroll 

Allen 

Flatman.                    Hall-Jones. 

Majority  for,  10. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Report  sigreed  to. 

CRIinNAL  CODE  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON  brought  up  a  report  from  the 
second  Conference  on  this  Bill,  stating  that 
the  Council  insisted  on  its  amendments,  and 
recommending  that  the  House  should  waive  its 
objections  to  them.  In  moving,  That  the  report 
be  agreed  to,  he  said  that  the  point  really  at 
issue  was  as  to  the  clause  dealing  with  the 
age  of  consent.  On  the  occasion  of  the  first 
Conference  the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  refused  point-blank  to  agree  to  raise 
the  age  of  consent  to  sixteen,  which  was  the 
amendment  mode  by  the  House.  A  second 
Conference  was  then  asked  by  the  House ;  and 
the  same  Managers,  with  an  additional  mem- 
ber from  the  Council,  attended,  and  the 
Managers  for  the  Council  still  insisted  on  the 
Bill  as  it  left  the  Council,  in  which  the  age 
of  consent  was  only  raised  from  fourteen  to 
fifteen  years.  It  therefore  became  a  matter 
for  consideration  with  the  Managers  on  behalf 
of  the  House  as  to  whether  they  should  accept 
the  increase  of  one  year,  represented  by  the 
raising  of  the  age  of  consent  from  fourteen 
years  to  fifteen  years,  fourteen  years  being 
the  age  according  to  law  at  the  present  time. 
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or  trhethei  they  should  refuse  altogether  to 
accept  the  Council's  amendment,  and  wait 
for  a  year,  and  then  bring  in  a  Bill  next 
session.  After  thinking  the  matter  over  in 
the  interests  of  the  young  females  of  the  coun- 
try, they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  talce  the  increase  of  a  ynar  ofiered 
by  the  Council,  seeing  that  they  would  have 
another  opportunity  next  year  of  sending  a 
BiU  up  to  the  Council  providing  that  the  age 
should  be  raised  to  sixteen.  He  hoped  that 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  in  this  matter  would 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House.  He 
had  felt  very  anxious  in  connection  with  the 
matter.  He  thought  fifteen  years  was  not  high 
enough.  Judging  by  the  expressions  of  opinion 
they  had  had  from  all  parts  of  the  colony  from 
those  who  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter, 
he  thought  the  Council  had  done  wrong  in 
insisting  upon  their  amendment.  However, 
the  House  could  do  no  better  than  accept 
what  it  had  gained,  and  in  that  spirit  be 
hoped  the  House  would  accede  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that  before  the  report  was 
•greed  to  he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarlcs. 
He  understood  the  Legislative  Council  had  ex- 
cised that  part  of  the  Bill  providing  for  a  new 
trial  for  the  man  Chemis,  and  he  wished  to  say 
that  it  was  a  marvel  to  him  that  in  these  days  a 
Legislative  Council  attached  more  importance 
to  anything  in  the  shape  of  retrospective  legis- 
lation than  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  this 
colony.  He  contended  the  House  had  passed 
retrospective  legislation  over  and  over  again, 
and  only  as  recently  as  the  day  before  they  had 
done  80  in  regard  to  the  Little  Barrier  Island. 
He  was  not  going  to  elaborate  on  the  matter, 
or  to  go  into  the  new  evidence  which  came  out 
before  the  Committee  of  which  be  was  Chair- 
man ;  and,  though  the  member  for  Clutha 
might  interrupt  him  and  laugh,  as  a  father  of 
a  family  he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  could  not  show  some  slight  feeling 
of  sympathy,  if  not  of  justice,  as  that  was 
practically  what  was  asked  for  in  this  case. 
He  did  not  ask  for  the  discharge  of  the  man, 
but  simply  that  legislation  be  passed  putting 
him  in  the  same  position  as  any  member  of 
that  House  or  of  the  Upper  Chamber  stood  in 
to-day.  That  right  had  been  denied  to  Chemis  ; 
and  he  hoped  that  those  members  who  laughed 
and  jeered  at  this  matter,  trying  to  turn  it 
into  ridicule,  would  yet  regret  exceedingly 
what  they  were  doing.  He  only  asked  what 
was  right  and  fair  and  just,  and  there  was  no 
nnfairness  about  that.  \Vhen  he  found  honour- 
able members  treating  such  a  matter  with 
levity,  he  simply  wished  to  say  that  he  was  not 
afraid  to  speak,  and  that  he  should  always 
give  expression  to  his  own  opinions,  even 
though  he  might  be  wrong.  The  honourable 
memher  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  was 
a  man  who  considered  he  could  do  no  wrong, 
for,  like  Cesar's  wife,  he  was  above  suspicion, 
and  he  could  not  make  a  mistake.  And  yet 
he  had  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
that  House  say  things  one  day  and  the  next 
day  he  reversed  the  whole  statement.  His 
legal  knowledge  enabled  him  to  express  what- 
Afr.  Seddon 


ever  views  he  liked,  and  to  twist  them  as  he 
wished.  He  invited  the  attention  of  honour- 
able members  to  this  fact:  that  the  logical 
conclusion  in  this  matter  was  that  either  the 
man  Chemis  was  a  murderer  or  he  was  not ; 
and  if  the  Crown  could  prove  that  he  was 
a  murderer  he  ought  to  have  been  hung. 
Failing  that,  the  man  should  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt.  He  might  also  remind 
honourable  members  that  there  had  been  many 
cases  recorded,  as  the  House  knew  well,  where 
prisoners  had  Jieen  convicted  and  hanged,  and 
afterwards  it  was  proved  they  were  innocent. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  session 
before  last  a  man  shot  two  men  on  the  wharf 
in  Wellington,  and  the  result  was  that  be  was 
only  sentenced  to  ten  years'  imprisonment.  Last 
year  a  young  man  shot  his  own  father  in  the 
City  of  Wellington;  and  on  looking  at  the  de- 
tails in  the  newspapers  he  found  that  he  had 
been  allowed  to  receive  visits  from  his  friends, 
read  the  papers,  and  smoke,  until  the  trial, 
and  then  at  the  trial  the  verdict  was  "  Justifi- 
able homicide."  But  in  the  case  of  this 
unfortunate  man  Chemis  how  very  different 
the  treatment  t  and  it  could  not  be  shown  con- 
clusively that  he  was  guilty  of  the  gross  crime 
attributed  to  him.  The  evidence  before  the 
Committee  proved  to  them  that  he  was  not 
guilty,  and,  in  his  opinion,  that  Committee  were 
at  any  rate  quite  as  well  qualified  to  express 
an  opinion  as  any  common  jury.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  a  great  miscarriage  of 
justice  bad  taken  place  :  of  that  there  was  n» 
doubt  in  his  mind ;  ajid  he  was  only  asking 
what  was  right  and  just — that  this  poor  man 
should  receive  the  benefit  contemplated  when 
the  provision  referred  to,  providing  a  Court  of 
Appeal,  was  inserted  in  the  Criminal  Code 
Act.  He  asked  honourable  members  to  assist 
him  in  the  matter,  because  the  position  was 
unfortunate  and  they  were  blocked.  The  House 
had  passed  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  meet  this 
case,  and  the  Upper  Chamber  refused  to  accept 
it.  He  bad  done  his  best  to  get  a  separata 
measure  passed,  and  had  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  brought  in  a  Bill  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  but  it  was  swept  away  by  the 
debate  on  the  Financial  Statement.  Then, 
week  after  week  went  by ;  and  what  was  the 
result  ?  Just  as  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Kastern  Maori  District  had  said,  these  shadowy 
Bills  that  were  introduced  into  the  House  ba^ 
taken  up  so  much  time  that  this  question, 
which  was  one  of  such  grave  importance,  had 
been  allowed  to  pass,  and  would,  ii  he  and 
several  others  had  not  taken  it  up,  have  been 
allowed  to  sink  into  obscurity.  Once  more 
he  asked  not  for  sympathy,  but  for  justice. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  many  cases  hod 
occurred,  both  in  the  Old  Country  and  in  other 
countries,  where  a  man  or  woman  had  been 
imprisoned  for  long  years  while  innocent  of 
the  crime  he  or  she  was  accused  of;  and  in 
this  case  there  was  not  one  member  of  that 
House  who  could  say  positively  that  he  was 
certain  Chemis  was  guilty.  He  had  been  con- 
victed purely  on  circumstantial  evidence  ;  and 
he  (Mr.  Mills)  regretted  exceedingly  to  hear  the 
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honourable  member  for  WeUington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stont),  with  bis  legal  training  and  knowledge, 
stand  up  and  state  that  the  man  was  a 
criminal — in  fact,  pronounce  a  second  judg- 
ment on  this  unfortunate  man,  and  thus  con- 
stitute himself  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal. 
He  asked  that  something  should  be  done  to 
meet  the  case,  and  he  hoped  every  member  who 
had  any  feeling  of  true  sympathy  with  the  un- 
fortunate would  help  him. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  see  honour- 
able members  practising  what  they  preached. 
Be  regretted  very  much  that  the  Legislative 
Council  hod  seen  fit  to  disagree  vrith  the  clause 
in  the  Criminal  Code  Bill  which  virtually 
meant  retrospective  legislation  in  regard  to  the 
convict  Ghomis,  but  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  remember  that  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Goldflelda  Committee  he  (Mr.  Quinness) 
had  proposed  that  a  measure  of  justice  should 
be  done  in  the  shape  of  a  slight  modicum  of 
letrospeotive  legislation,  but  the  honourable 
member  had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  MILLS.--N0. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's vote  threw  t|u  proposal  out;  and  he 
vrould  leave  him  to  thmk  over  it. 

Mr.  HOGG  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  in 
addition  to  those  uttered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Grey  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimea- Sounds.  He  believed 
that  Chemis  was  innocent  of  the  crime  of 
which  he  had  been  convicted;  and  they 
were  not  now  asking  that  his  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment should  be  in  any  way  interfered 
with,  but  that  further  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  case.  '  What  had  been  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wumea- Sounds  was 
perfectly  true,  that  Chemis  had  been  convicted 
on  purely  circumstantial  evidence  of  an  ex- 
ceecUngly  shadowy  character.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  trial  were  of  such  a  peculiar 
nature  that  they  were  warranted  in  demand- 
ing that  the  opportunity  should  be  afforded 
him  which  the  amendment  in  the  criminal  law 
now  provided,  with  a  view  to  enabling  him  to 
apply  for  a  rehearing.  In  reference  to  this 
particular  case,  they  must  consider  the  in- 
terests of  others — of  the  unfortunate  man's 
wife  and  family.  This  family  had  been 
damaged  in  reputation,  bereaved,  and  deprived 
of  their  bread-winner ;  the  father  had  been 
convicted  of  murder;  and  for  the  sake  of  those 
depending  upon  him,  if  there  was  a  doubt  of 
his  guilt,  something  ought  to  be  done.  There 
was  also  to  be  considered  the  serious  responsi- 
bility that  rested  on  tho  Crown  Prosecutor,  the 
pnblic  ofScers,  and  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution if  through  their  efforts  an  innocent  man 
was  lingering  in  prison.  The  jury  at  the  trial 
had  had  placed  before  them  a  one-sided  state- 
ment, and  not  one  solitary  witness  had  been 
called  for  the  defence  of  this  man.  His  coun- 
sel was  dying  at  the  time  from  typhoid  fever, 
and  died  a  few  hours  after  the  conviction 
took  place.  Before  his  death  ho  was  sure  of 
his  unfortunate  client's  case  —  that  no  jury 
eould  possibly  convict.  No  evidence  was  called 
for  the  defence ;  and  if  all  the  circumstances 


were  taken  into  consideration,  in  justice  to 
this  unfortunate  man,  he  should  have  a  further 
opportunity  of  having  his  case  reviewed.  He 
held  peculiar  views  with  regard  to  the  whole 
system  of  criminal  trial.  In  his  opinion  the 
system  was  one  that  ought  to  bo  reformed.  It 
had  been  handed  down  from  "  the  dark  ages," 
and  was  a  most  unfortunate  state  of  affairs. 
They  found  that,  while  a  matter  of  a  few 
shillings  had  to  be  tried  before  a  trained 
tribunal,  issues  relating  to  the  life  of  a  subject 
were  tried  before  an  uneducated  common  jury. 
Where  men  with  no  judicial  training,  and  no 
special  education,  were  brought  together  for 
the  first  time  in  a  case  of  this  kind  the  evi- 
dence had  often  little  to  do  with  the  verdict — 
it  depended  almost  entirely  on  the  relative 
abilities  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  and 
the  counsel  for  the  defence  whether  the  accused 
was  convicted  or  discharged.  Under  such 
circumstances,  if  ever  there  was  a  case  which 
demanded  a  rehearing,  in  which  the  action  of 
a  tribunal  ought  to  be  reviewed,  it  was  the 
case  of  the  man  Chemis.  He  noticed  that  the 
representatives  of  the  legal  profession  in  that 
and  the  other  Chamber  were  mostly  opposed 
to  a  rehearing  of  this  case.  The  family  of 
Chemis  were  not  asking  for  any  consideration; 
they  were  only  crying  out  for  justice.  He 
believed  that,  no  matter  what  steps  might  be 
taken  by  either  House,  the  public  mind  in  con- 
nection with  this  case  would  not  be  satisfied 
until  justice  was  done  to  this  man. 

Mr.  BELL  would  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  with  regard  to  what  had  been  stated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  who 
had  attacked  those  who  had  conducted  the 
prosecution  of  this  man.  Of  sU  persons 
whom  he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  ever  met,  the  honour- 
able memoer  for  Masterton  was  the  most  in- 
competent to  form  an  opinion  on  the  question 
whether  the  prosecution  or  defence  was  pro- 
perly or  improperly  conducted.  For  that  reason 
he  (Mr.  Bell)  refused  to  enter  into  discussion 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  said  that,  even  if  he  differed 
from  his  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Waimea-Sounds  on  this  question,  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  but  admire  the  interest  that 
gentleman  had  shown  in  connection  with  it, 
and  he  took  that  opportunity  of  saying  that  he 
felt  exactly  as  the  honourable  member  did  in 
regard  to  this  case.  If  there  had  been  no  doubt 
whatever  about  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  he 
wanted  to  know  why  the  death-sentence  hod 
been  commuted,  and  why  this  case  had  been 
given  as  a  reason  for  setting  up  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal.  He  (Mr.  O'Regan)  did  not 
wish  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  trial  had  been  conducted,  or  as  to 
whether  Chemis  was  innocent  or  guilty.  But 
one  fact  which  was  indisputable  was  that  there 
was  a  doubt  about  his  guilt.  It  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  this  man  who  had  been  convicted 
upon  a  charge  of  murder  was  suffering  inno- 
cently. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— The  Hon.  the  Minister 
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of  Education  said  "No."  That  honourable 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  his  opinion,  just  as 
any  one  else  was;  but  beyond  that  he  (Mi. 
O'Regan)  would  not  go.  It  was  quite  possible 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Education  might  be 
wrong,  and  he  must  refuse  to  believe  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  special 
qualification  to  judge  of  this  matter.  If  the 
prisoner  was  really  innocent  he  had  the  con- 
solation of  conscious  innocence,  and  the  House 
was  unable  to  deprive  him  of  that  consolation. 
He  (Mr.  O'Regan)  asked  honourable  members 
to  consider  that  this  man's  wife  and  children 
were  labouring  under  the  stigma,  the  terrible 
stigma,  that  Ghemis  had  committed  murder — a 
stigma  that  would  rest  upon  his  family  when 
he  was  gone.  He  (Mr.  O'Regan)  had  read  of  in- 
stances where  men  had  been  convicted  of  murder 
upon  evidence  somewhat  similar  to  that  ad- 
duced at  Cbemis's  trial,  and  in  these  cases  the 
innocence  of  the  accused  persons  had  been 
established  after  long  years  had  passed.  He 
remembered  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  been 
convicted  of  murder  at  Birmingham  and  was 
transported  to  Australia,  and  forty-four  years 
afterwards  the  innocence  of  that  man  was 
established.  The  Victorian  Government  gave 
him  £1,000  compensation,  and  a  free  pardon  as 
well.  'The  relatives  of  Ghemis  were  not  asking 
for  mercy.  What  they  asked  for  was  simple 
justice.  His  (Mr.  O'Began's)  opinion  was — 
and  he  said  so  with  all  duo  deference  to  the 
honourable  members  who  differed  from  him — 
that  there  was  strong  evidence  to  be  had  of 
the  man's  innocence,  and  therefore  his  case 
should  be  reviewed. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  has  been  twice  reviewed. 
Mr.  O'REGAN. —  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  said  the  case  had  been 
twice  reviewed :  then,  it  should  be  reviewed  a 
third  time  if  necessary.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  was  bound  by  cast-iron 
precedents  of  law,  but  there  were  times  when 
law  did  not  have  the  sanction  o(  morality; 
there  were  laws  for  which  he  (Mr.  O'Regan) 
had  no  respect,  and  which  he  for  one  would 
not  hesitate  to  break  if  it  were  necessary 
to  do  so.  He  failed  to  see  why  he  should 
be  bound  down  by  mouldy  precedents.  The 
case  should  be  tried  on  its  merits ;  while  a 
doubt  remained  they  should  not  rest  until  that 
doubt  was  removed.  This  man  might  be  guilty 
or  he  might  be  innocent.  If  innocent,  there 
was  not  only  an  undeserved  stain  resting  upon 
him,  but  upon  all  who  belonged  to  him,  and 
it  was  their  bounden  duty  as  legislators  to  see 
that  a  stain  did  not  rest  upon  him  or  them 
undeservedly. 

Mr.  MILLS  rose  to  explain,  in  reference  to 
what  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
bad  stated,  that  that  gentleman  had  made 
a  proposition  to  the  Qoldfields  Committee 
to  extend  the  time  to  twelve  months  during 
which  people  could  put  in  claims  for  damage 
done  to  their  land  from  tailings  put  into  water- 
races  ;  but  he  also  wanted  to  make  the  law 
retrospective,  and  would  not  tell  the  Committee 
for  what  purpose.  That  was  why  he  (Mr. 
Mills)  voted  against  the  motion,  but  finally  be 
Mr,  O'Began 


proposed  an  amendment  which  made  it  ninety 
days  instead  of  fifty,  as  it  stood,  and  that,  m 
believed,  was  carried. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  no  information 
had  been  given  to  the  House  in  the  speeches 
which  honourable  members  had  heard  which 
would  lead  him  to  suppose  that  if  a  further 
trial  were  granted  those  honourable  members 
would  be  satisfied.  The  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  had  stated  that  if  evidence  had 
been  twice  reviewed  it  ought  again  to  be  re- 
viewed by  a  Court  of  law.  The  case  had  been 
tried  by  a  Court  of  law,  and  hod  been  m- 
vestigatod  by  a  Committee  of  members  of  that 
House  ;  and  yet,  years  after  the  occurrence 
had  taken  place,  these  honourable  gentle- 
men stood  up  on  the  floor  of  that  House  and 
claimed  that  all  that  had  been  previously  dona 
should  be  reviewed,  as  if  this  man  had  been 
treated  unjustly.  Why,  if  the  matter  had  not 
been  of  so  serious  a  character,  the  whole  thing 
would  be  amusing.  Whether  this  man  was 
guilty  or  not,  be  had  been  tried  by  a  Court  of 
justice,  and  it  was  only  fair  to  assume  that  he 
had  had  a  fair  trial.  All  honour  was  due  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimea  for  the 
action  he  had  taken  in  this  matter  if  be  thought 
this  man  was  innocent.  But  he  ought  not,  in 
taking  up  the  case,  to  have  made  reflections 
upon  the  law-courts.  And  then  the  bonoui- 
able  gentleman  referred  to  the  "poor  ignorant 
jurymen  "  in  this  case.  Why,  the  honourable 
member  had  gone  more  on  bis  knees  before 
the  electors  from  whom,  as  a  class,  these 
jurymen  were  drawn  than  any  other  mem- 
ber in  that  House.  Why,  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  that  Parliament  were  not  qualified 
to  occupy  a  higher  position  than  that  of  a  com- 
mon juryman.  They  were  as  able  to  come  to 
as  sound  a  conclusion  upon  a  question  of 
this  sort  as  those  who  mEtde  reflections  upon 
them.  He  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  did  not  intend  to 
say  anything  further  than  this;  It  seemed 
peculiar  that  so  much  cry  had  been  made  over 
the  wife  and  children  of  Ghemis,  but  not  a 
single  word  bad  been  said  about  the  unfortu- 
nate widow  of  the  murdered  man. ' 

An  Hon.  Meiibeb. — Wa  are  not  dealing  with 
that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— But  it  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  matter.  He  did  not  know 
that  that  House  was  the  proper  place  to  biing 
up  such  a  case  as  that,  and  he  would  not  have 
spoken  on  the  occasion  had  it  not  been  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  case  had  been  dealt  with 
by  those  who  assumed,  whether  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  Ghemis  was  innocent. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  had  at  last 
come  to  think  that  ignorance  was  a  thing  to  ba 
reprobated,  because  he  had  imagined  from  tha 
speeches  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  made  before  that  he  had  a  contempt  for 
higher  education  and  matters  of  that  sort. 
What  were  the  facts  about  this  case  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  assumed, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea-Sounds 
assumed,  that  this  case  had  not  been  investi- 
gated.     There  was  no  criminal  case  in  this 
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country  which  had  been  more  closely  inveati- 
gated,  not  only  before  a  Judge  and  jury,  but 
vben  the  verdict  -nas  ^iven  a  charge  of  perjury 
iras  laid  against  the  witnesses,  which  had  been 
most  carefully  sifted  by  the  Magistrate,  who 
declined  to  commit  them  for  trial.  A  Grand 
Jury  investigated  the  charge,  and  they  declined 
to  send  the  persons  accused  of  perjury  for 
(rial,  so  that  there  were  two  hearings  beyond 
the  first  investigation  which  resulted  in  the 
man  being  condemned  to  death. 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  second  investigation  was 
nothing. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  was  something.  It  was 
conducted  before  a  special  jury  of  educated 
men,  and  they  did  not  think  there  was  a 
prima  facie  case  to  send  for  trial.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  so  biassed  that  he  did  not 
understand  what  was  a  fair  hearing.  There 
was  a  third  investigation  by  the  Governor  and 
the  BzecutivQ,  and  they  did  not  think  the  man 
was  innocent.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
complained  that  this  Executive  Council  in- 
quiry wad  not  eaual  to  a  Court  of  Appeal.  He 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  did  not  think  it  was.  But  it 
shonld  not  be  forgotten  that  in  South  Australia 
the  Qovernor  and  Executive  Council  were  the 
Appeal  Court  even  for  civil  cases.  Honourable 
members  who  had  taken  up  this  matter  had 
decided  chat  this  much  -  talked  -  about  man 
Cfaemis  had  not  had  a  fair  trial ;  but  their 
opinion  was  simply  without  foundation. 

Mr.  £.  M.  SMITH  said  he  had  a  few  words 
to  say.  What  had  brought  him  to  his  feet  was 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  had 
said.  He  (Mr.  Smith)  was  quite  certain  of 
this :  that  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea- 
Sonnds,  in  rising  that  afternoon  to  protest 
against  the  action  of  those  in  another  place, 
was  within  his  rights  and  privileges.  What 
were  the  facts  ?  The  honourable  member 
lor  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  whenever 
this  cose  had  cropped  up,  either  that  after- 
noon or  any  other  afternoon,  had  shown  that 
what  he  accused  the  member  for  Waimea- 
Soonds  of  he  was  guilty  of  himself.  He  had 
placed  himself  in  the  same  position,  for  he  had 
pronounced  on  this  case  whenever  an  attempt 
was  made  to  get  Chemis  a  rehearing.  This 
was  a  special  case.  He  was  not  in  Wellington 
at  the  time,  nor  did  he  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  way  in  which  the  prosecution 
was  conducted  when  the  matter  was  on  trial, 
but  when  he  came  to  consider  this  case  be- 
fore the  Committee  which  investigated  it,  what 
was  the  result?  The  Committee  had  all  the 
evidence  in  connection  with  the  case,  and 
amongst  otlier  evidence  they  had  the  evidence 
of  an  ex-Minister  —  Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson  — 
who  was  the  first  member  of.  the  Ministry  to 
point  out  the  doubts  as  to  this  man's  guilt, 
and  he  believed,  of  all  men  in  New  Zealand,  if 
Mr.  Richardson  was  in  that  House  that  after- 
noon he  would  say  that  he  was  firmly  confident 
that  this  man  was  innocent.  It  wa.s  well 
known  that  Chemis'g  wife  was  barred  from 
giving  evidence  before  the  Court,  when  she 
was  capable  of  showing  where  Chemis  was 
between  certain  hours ;  and  that  would  have 


weighed  with  the  jury,  provided  they  had 
examined  her  on  oath.  He  considered  the  law 
was  defective  on  that  point.  He  would  state 
that  if  any  impartial  tribunal  went  through 
that  evidence  they  would  say  that  the  police 
had  neglected  their  duty.  They  appeared  to 
set  their  eyes  entirely  on  this  one  man,  and 
they  took  no  trouble  to  look  after  other  people 
whoso  movements  had  been  very  mysterious  in 
connection  with  this  man  Hawkings.  They 
never  attempted  to  investigate  the  actions  of 
those  people,  and  if  they  had  he  believed  thero 
would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  light  thrown  on 
the  case.  He  said  that  in  a  democratic  country 
like  this,  where  they  had  amended  the  law,  and 
where  tliey  believed  this  case  had  never  been 
fairly  sheeted  home  to  the  accused  man,  the 
matter  should  not  be  allowed  to  rest  in  its  pre- 
sent position.  What  did  they  do  during  the 
session  in  opening  this  case  ?  It  was  to  be 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
no  outsider  could  come  in  and  demand  that 
the  case  should  be  opened.  What  harm  was 
there  in  that  ?  They  had  seen  how  the  matter 
was  dealt  with  in  another  place;  but  he  felt 
convinced  that  there  were  certain  honourable 
gentlemen  in  that  House  who,  if  they  could  not 
carry  their  way,  immediately  began  to  lobby, 
and  when  they  looked  at  the  amendments 
made  in  another  place  they  could  easily  trace 
where  the  action  had  been.  He  asked  the  resi- 
dents of  Wellington  and  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land to  get  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  see  the 
way  in  which  it  was  worded  by  the  deputation 
that  waited  on  the  Governor — the  deputation 
of  the  prisoner's  fellow-countrymen.  Let  the 
people  read  that  petition  word  for  word  to  see 
how  well  they  had  put  the  case  ;  and,  if  they 
did  so,  they  could  only  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion that  he  had  come  to — namely,  that  it 
would  be  only  honest  and  fair  to  give  this 
man  an  opportunity  by  reopening  his  case  in 
the  Court.  The}-  could  lose  nothing  by  it,  but 
would  have  everything  to  gain,  and  it  would 
be  said  rightly  that  they,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  were  endeavouring  to  do 
justice  —  not  that  they  were  trying  to  over- 
ride the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court,  because 
they  were  not  trying  to  do  anything  that  would 
tend  to  throw  contempt  on  our  system  of  trial 
by  jury.  As  for  members  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha,  who  got  up  in  his  place 
whenever  there  was  a  case  of  murder,  or  open- 
ing it  up  again,  and  turned  it  into  ridicule, 
he  felt  sorry  that  he  was  not  privileged  by  the 
rules  of  the  House  to  use  the  words  he  would 
like  to  use  in  connection  with  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  action.  That  honourable 
gentleman  attempted  to  throw  ridicule  on  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  he  talked 
about  people  that  were  not  able  to  address  a 
public  meeting  before  they  came  to  the  House. 
He  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
search  the  records  of  Taranaki,  and  he  would 
see  that  he  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith)  had  been  before 
the  public  for  the  last  forty-three  years.  He 
had  been  toJking  about  theology  and  botany 
and  all  those  kinds  of  things ;  and  if  he  could 
take  the  honourable   gentleman   home  with 
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bim  to  the  Old  Country  he  would  go  with  him 
and  deliver  an  address  at  the  Science  College 
at  Birmingham.  He  would  speak  there  of  New 
Zealand,  and  give  them  information  about  this 
democratic  country.  He  would  not,  however, 
forget  to  give  a  page  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. With  regard  to  this  case,  he  did  not  say 
that  this  man  was  guilty  or  innocent,  bat  he 
firmly  and  conscientiously  believed  that  the 
evidence  pat  before  that  Committee,  which 
was  DOW  obtainable  by  the  Court  if  the  case 
were  reopened,  would  be  such  that  they  would 
lose  nothing  by  bringing  it  forward,  and  if  they 
would  gain  nothing,  at  any  rate  they  would 
let  the  world  know  that  they  disagreed  with 
the  amendment  made  in  another  place. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  the  matter  under 
discussion  was  the  Chemis  case,  but  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman's  going  home 
to  England  had  been  brought  up.  Well,  they 
all  wanted  to  go  home,  and  if  they  discussed 
useful  legislation  instead  of  useless  legislation 
they  would  get  home  all  the  quicker.  He  hstd 
no  doubt  if  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
Homo  the  country  would  very  much  benefit 
by  it,  especially  if  be  made  the  wild  statements 
at  Home  that  be  made  in  the  House. 

Mr.  £.  M.  SMITH  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  seemed  to  be  referring  to  some  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self during  the  present  debate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  only  astonished  that  the 
honoarable  gentleman  had  been  permitted  to 
make  the  remarks  be  had  made.  The  honour- 
able member  forCluthadid  not  wish  to  prevent 
him  from  going  Home :  in  fact,  he  thought 
the  House  would  be  very  glad  if  he  did  go.  Of 
coarse  they  should  be  sorry  to  miss  him,  be- 
cause he  was  amusing  to  the  House,  especially 
when  he  made  the  amusing  statements  he  had 
made  that  afternoon,  and  on  other  occasions, 
and  which  he  had  committed  to  Hansard.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  go  Home 
and  float  a  company  to  open  up  the  vast  areas 
of  coal  in  the  Mokau  district,  areas  including 
something  like  474,000,000  tons  of  coal,  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  should  be 
permitted  to  go.  In  fact,  he  (Mr.  Allen)  would 
be  almost  inclined  to  vote  for  a  sum  to  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  to  send  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

ilr.  SPEAKER  considered  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  dwelling  too  long  on  that  par- 
ticular subject.  It  would  be  well  now  to  re- 
turn to  the  real  subject  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  only  regretted  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  introduced  the  subject. 
Otherwise  he  would  not  have  spoken  upon  it 
himself. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  make  an  explana- 
tion, in  justice  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button),  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),  and  himself. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


When  the  report  of  the  Conference  on  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  Bill  was  before  the  House  he 
stated  to  the  House  what  occurred,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  gave  what  had  occurred  in  reference  to 
clause  116.  Since  the  matter  had  been  looked 
into  he  found  that  the  clause  which  had  been 
given  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eden  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button),  and  which  wels  given  by  Mr.  Button  to 
him,  and  which  was  now  included  in  the  Bill, 
was  the  clause  he  took  to  be  the  one  to  which 
Mr.  Bell  had  referred.  What  occurred  with  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Bell's  clause  was  this :  Mr.  Button 
asked  him,  "What  about  Mr.  Bell's  claase  ?  " 
and  then  gave  him  this  clause.  He  then  went 
to  the  Law  Officers  and  asked  them  to  draft 
clauses  in  accordance  with  clauses  44  and  45 
of  the  Administration  Act  of  1886,  and  they 
gave  him  a  draft  of  the  clause,  which  was  the 
one  in  the  Bill.  The  complication  had  arisen 
owing  to  the  honoarable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Button)  reminding  him  of  the  pro- 
mise he  had  raeAe  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  He  thought 
what  he  had  stated  would  effectually  remove 
what  was  in  doubt,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES  moved.  That  the  amendments 
made  in  sections  5,  6,  8,  9,  16, 19,  25,  and  35, 
and  the  First  Schedule  of  this  Bill  be  agreed  to, 
and  that  the  other  amendments  be  disagreed 
with,  and  that  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Millar,  and 
the  mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  drair 
up  reasons.  There  was  a  new  schedule,  with 
regard  to  reducing  the  number  of  firemen,  and 
relieving  steamers  under  50  tons  from  the 
necessity  of  carrj'ing  certificated  firemen,  and 
providing  in  the  case  of  larger  steamers  for  the 
number  of  what  were  called  "  greasers,"  who 
were  assistants  to  the  engineers.  Then,  in- 
stead of  a  trimmer  having  to  serve  six  months 
before  he  could  be  rated  as  a  fireman,  under  the 
amendment  he  need  only  serve  three  months. 
Then,  with  regard  to  apprentices,  in  cases  where 
a  master  was  unable  to  go  on  teaching  an  ap- 
prentice seamanship,  instead  of  having  all  hu 
money  returned,  the  apprentice  was  only  to  re- 
ceive a  proportionate  amount.  Then,  there  was 
an  amendment  under  which  masters  of  coastal 
vessels  could  engage  seamen  on  board,  instead 
of  having  to  engage  them  on  shore.  There 
was  also  an  amendment  which  allowed  seamen 
to  get  certificates,  not  necessarily  that  they  had 
served  so  many  years,  but  to  show  that  they 
had  passed  an  examination.  These,  with  some 
verbal  amendments,  were  the  amendments 
to  which  it  was  proposed  to  agree.  The  fol- 
lowing were  those  with  which  he  proposed 
to  disagree :  The  Council  had,  in  his  opinion, 
altogether  spoiled  the  provision  relating  to  the 
overcrowding  of  passengers.  It  was  proposed 
that  it  should  not  be  allowable  to  overcrowd 
any  class,  but  the  Council  proposed  to  allow 
overcrowding  in  one  class,  provided  the  tota) 
number  did  not  exceed  the  total  number 
allowed  to  be  carried  in  all  the  classes.    The 
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Conncil  also  proposed  to  exempt  steamers  ply- 
ing within  extended  tiyer-liaiit!i  pretty  well  from 
the  whole  operation  of  the  Bill :  they  were  to 
be  exempted  from  all  provisions  with  regard  to 
deck -loading,  from  all  provisions  relating  to 
carrying  skilled  persons,  and  from  all  provisions 
relating  to  accommodation.  The  last  suggestion 
was  particularly  objectionable,  inasmuch  as 
there  was  a  law  at  present  regulating  those 
steamers,  and  the  Council  proposed  to  exempt 
them  from  all  laws,  and  to  make  the  law  far 
worse  than  it  was  now.  Then,  as  regarded 
punishments  for  desertion,  insubordination,  and 
so  forth,  the  Council  proposed  to  make  them 
more  severe  in  some  cases.  They  had  struck 
out  entirely  the  proviso  relating  to  the  payment 
of  wages ;  and  they  had  amended  the  law  re- 
lating to  deck-loading,,  and  had  reduced  the 
penalty  on  a  master  for  overloading  so  as  to 
snbmerge  the  Plimsoll  mark  from  £500  to  £100. 
That  was  almost  the  worst  amendment  they 
bad  made.  These  were  pretty  well  all  the 
amendments  he  proposed  to  disagree  with,  and 
he  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved.  That  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Legislativo  Council  in  clause 
7  be  agreed  to.  This  was  the  amendment  on 
which  the  Honse  divided  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee,  and  which  was  rejected  on  the 
casting-vote  of  its  Chairman.  When  the  Bill 
Went  to  another  place  the  Labour  Bills  Com- 
mittee inserted  an  amendment,  and  when  it 
came  before  the  Council  there  were  only  five 
members  of  the  Council  who  voted  against 
the  amendment,  which  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  REEVKS  said  the  requirements  of  the 
schedule  had  been  reduced  four  or  five  times, 
and  they  had  been  materially  reduced  again 
aince  tlio  Bill  was  in  the  House  so  as  to  prevent 
it  from  inflicting  any  hardship  upon  the  Auck- 
land coastal  marine.  He  thougnt  the  vessels 
referred  to  should  be  required  to  carry  some 
(killed  people  on  board,  although  he  would  be 
prepared  to  reduce  the  number  to  the  lowest 
possible  limit.  He  would  remind  honourable 
members  that  the  extended  harbour-limits  at 
Auckland  comprised  a  considerable  area  of  the 
open  ocean.  He  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
reconsider  the  matter  at  the  Conference,  and 
see  whether  further  concessions  with  regard  to 
these  steamers  could  not  be  given. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  as  this  matter  was  of 
considerable  importance  to  the  Auckland  dis- 
trict, where  there  was  a  large  "  mosquito  fleet " 
of  steamers,  he  was  glad  to  hear  his  colleague 
state  that  he  was  prepared  to  get  the  Confer- 
ence to  reconsider  the  matter,  with  a  view  to 
meeting  their  requirements.  Many  of  the 
steamers  at  Auckland  ran  short  trips  of  from 
fonr  to  seven  hours,  and  under  this  Bill  it  de- 
pended on  the  horse-power  of  the  boats  what 
number  of  firemen  they  should  carry.  Take  a 
boat  like  the  "  Bose  Casey,"  whose  indicated 
horse-power  was  150,  and  her  nominal  power 
only  &):  under  this  Bill  she  would  have  to 
cany  two  firemen.  It  was  ridiculous  to  pro- 
vide that  in  making  these  short  trips  of  from 
three  to  seven  hours  she  must  carry  two  fire- 


men. Tn  his  opinion  the  Bill  should  be  altered 
so  that  the  number  of  firemen  would  be  more 
in  accordance  with  the  number  of  hours  the 
men  were  required  to  work,  rather  than,  as  at 
present,  with  the  horse-power  of  the  engines. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  the  only  parts  of  th» 
colony  where  these  extended  river-limits  applied 
were  at  Auckland  and  the  Bluff.  In  the  case' 
of  the  Bluff  he  believed  Stewart  Island  had 
been  included  within  the  extended  river-limits. 
If  they  allowed  the  extended  river-limits  to  be 
put  in  here,  it  meant  that,  so  far  as  the  travel- 
ling public  of  Auckland  were  concerned,  there 
was  no  guarantee  that  one  single  competent 
man  would  be  on  board  one  of  these  steamers. 
Was  it  not  as  likely  that  a  passenger  might  fall 
overboard  in  Hauraki  Gulf  as  in  Cook  Strait? 
Was  it  not  as  necessary  to  have  a  competent 
man  on  board  to  take  charge  of  a  boat,  in  case 
of  accident,  in  Hauraki  Gulf  as  in  Cook  Strait  ? 
Then,  since  1853,  the  Shipping  Act  had  laid 
down  that  72  cubio  feet  of  space  should  be 
provided  for  each  seaman ;  but,  under  the 
proposed  amendments,  that  provision  was  not 
to  apply  to  the  extended  river-limit.  There- 
fore a  man  might  own  a  vessel  of  a  thousand 
tons,  and  yet  crowd  the  men  into  10  cubic 
feet  of  space  each,  like  sardines  packed  in  a 
e  Q  box.  He  could  do  anything  with  them. 
That  was  one  amendment  made,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  he  thought  there 
ought  to  be  some  limit,  so  that  those  boats 
should  come  under  the  law  the  same  as  other 
vessels.  There  was  a  mosquito  fleet  in  Welling- 
ton— vessels  that  ran  six-  or  seven-hour  trips, 
and  there  was  no  objection  raised  to  their 
coming  under  the  law.  Surely  on  a  vessel  of 
30  tons  register  there  should  be  at  least  one 
able  seaman.  Would  any  one  say  that  they 
should  go  with  less  ?  There  was  no  vessel  trad- 
ing in  the  Hauraki  Gulf,  he  would  undertake 
to  say,  with  less  than  the  number  of  hands  laid 
down  in  the  schedule.  What  they  had  endea- 
voured to  do  in  the  schedule  was  to  provide  for 
a  number  of  hands  that  would  make  the  ship 
safe;  and  were  the  Auckland  shipowners  to 
allow  their  vessels  to  go  to  sea  as  they  thought 
best,  without  having  anyone  on  board,  perhaps, 
who  had  ever  been  to  sea  before  ?  VVere  the 
whole  of  the  travelling  population  of  Auckland 
to  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  dozen  shipowners,  and 
were  they  to  be  the  only  shipowners  in  the 
colony  who  would  not  be  required  to  comply 
with  the  Act  ?  He  did  not  think  that  would  be 
fair,  and  so  he  should  oppose  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden.  The 
point,  he  thought,  was  a  fair  one  to  have  dis- 
cussed between  the  two  Houses.  Some  honour- 
able members  who  last  time  voted  against  this 
provision  had  since  informed  him  that  they 
did  not  support  it  because  it  meant  closing  the 
Korth  of  Auckland,  so  that  the  people  would 
not  be  able  to  get  their  produce  down,  and 
therefore  they  hiid  voted  for  the  extended  river- 
limits.  But  that  was  not  the  case  at  all.  This 
did  not  mean  closing  the  North  of  Auckland; 
it  was  simply  a  question  of  whether  a  vessel, 
when  she  went  to  sea  beyond  certain  limits,, 
should  not  be  required  to  carry  a  certain  num- 
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ber  of  qualified  men.  The  AuckUmd  ehipownen 
unshed  to  run  exactly  as  they  liked,  with  ba 
few  men  as  they  liked,  or  with  incompetent 
men.  They  wanted  absolute  freedom.  He 
wished  to  know  if  the  House  was  going  to  grant 
that  concession  to  them,  wliile  compelling  the 
whole  of  the  other  shipowners  to  comply  with 
the  Act. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  the  honourahle 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  hardly 
put  the  case  fairly.  He  would  like  to  remind 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  House  that 
the  men  who  were  employed  in  these  boats, 
though  they  might  not  possess  A.B.  certificates, 
were  well  able  to  do  the  work.  There  was  not 
one  of  them  but  was  well  qualified  to  manage 
«  boat  at  sea. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  they  had  met  all  that. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  that  at  the  Confer- 
ence these  feusts  should  be  considered.  Before 
the  steamers  were  employed  a  great  portion  of 
the  trade  along  the  coast  was  carried  on  by 
l^ativea  in  their  canoes.  The  Natives  had  no 
certificates,  but  they  carried  on  the  trade 
safely :  a  large  grain  trade  was  carried  on  in  that 
way.  If  this  coastal  service  wore  interfered 
with  it  would  cause  great  hardship.  These 
small  steamers  having  a  certain  number  of 
men  were  only  two  or  three  hours  at  sea ;  but 
the  honourable  gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
that,  because  a  steamer  was  of  a  certain  horse- 
power, it  should  have  a  certain  number  of 
Able  seamen.  But  the  fact  was  that  these 
men  employed  on  the  steamers  had  been  en- 
gaged all  their  lives  at  the  same  kind  of  work. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  suggest  that  a  com- 
promise should  be  arrived  at  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  withdrawing  his  amend- 
ment and  being  added  as  one  of  the  Managers 
at  the  Conference.  If  that  were  done,  he 
thought  some  agreement  might  be  come  to. 
He  might  say  that  where  he  was  born  they 
got  on  very  well  without  any  examination  or 
control  by  the  State  of  the  men  who  were 
engaged  in  this  class  of  work,  and  be  did  not 
think  there  were  many  accidents.  The  faien 
were  trained  to  the  sea  from  their  early  youth. 

Mr.  REEVKS  did  not  wish  it  to  be  thought 
that  he  was  reflecting  on  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden,  but  would  say  that  he  would 
have  no  objection  if  that  honourable  gentleman 
would  agree  to  accept  the  appointment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  on  the 
Conference,  as  the  honourable  member  himself 
objected  to  a  very  great  deal  that  there  was  in 
tho.Bill.  He  was  prepared  at  the  Conference 
to  meet  any  reasonable  objections-  respecting 
the  clause. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  wished  to  know  if  the 
Minister  of  Labour  objected  to  the  honourable 
anember  for  I^Iarsden  being  on  the  Conference. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  necessary  that 
the  Managers  for  the  House  should  be  a  united 
body  in  their  opinions  on  matters  of  dispute 
between  the  House  and  the  Legislative  Council 
when  they  met  in  Conference. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  proposed  to  add  Mr. 
McOowanto  the  Managers. 
Mr.  Miluir 


Mr.  OBOWTHEB  tboaght,  ao  fat  as  the 
inquiry  had  gone,  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
adding  the  honourable  member  for  Maraden, 
who  was  thoroughly  posted  up  in  this  business, 
and  who  he  was  sure  had  spent  more  time  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  than  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames,  and  consequently 
ought  to  he  more  fitted  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  REEVES.— ^es;  bat  the  Managers  must 
pull  together. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said,  from  the  knowledge 
he  had  acquired,  there  were  very  few  men  who 
could  pull  together  with  the  Minister  of  Labour 
on  these  questions. 

Mr.  REEVES.— That  is  very  rude. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  he  had  got  to  be  rude 
frequently,  in  order  to  be  just.  There  were  men 
in  the  locality  referred'  to  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  these  occupations  since  1870.  They 
haid  their  own  scows,  and  they  went  wheie 
steamers  could  not  go,  and  at  certain  seasoni 
carried  fruit,  vegetables,  and  produce.  Had  this 
Bill  passed  as  it  left  the  House  not  one  of 
these  would  have  been  allowed  in  the  Auckland 
Harbour.  Thousands  of  people  would  have 
been  thrown  out  of  employment,  all  this  pUmt 
would  have  been  left  on  the  owners'  bands,  and 
the  settlers  would  have  been  unable  to  get 
their  produce  to  market  except  by  paying  ex- 
orbitant freights  to  the  steamers,  and  the 
steamers  would  not  have  been  able  to  visit  aS 
the  localities,  because  they  could  not  get  np 
the  rivers  where  this  trade  must  be  done.  Ha 
thought  that,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  the 
Minister  of  Labour  would  have  shown  vezy 
good  tedte  in  accepting  the  amendment  as  it 
bad  come  down  from  the  Upper  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knew  better  than  any 
of  them  the  strict  examination  and  searching 
inquiry  that  the  measure  had  been  subjected 
to.  They  had  had  witnesses  from  Auokland, 
and  the  Minister  of  Labour  hod  been  repre- 
sented, and  fairly  represented,  on  that  investi- 
gation. He  was  sorry  the  Minister  of  Labour 
could  not  see  his  way  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout),  for  to  decline  to  do  so  was  to 
say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Maisdea 
was  not  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  matters  of  this 
sort,  and,  if  that  was  so,  he  was  extremely  sony 
for  the  ratepayers  who  had  sent  that  honour- 
able gentleman  there. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  amendments  of  the  Council  in  section  7  be 
disagreed  with." 
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Hutchison,  Q.  Meredith  Thompson. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  woald  give  the  cast- 
ing-vote for  allowing  the  matter  to  be  further 
considered  by  Managers  of  the  two  Houses  at 
»  Conference.  He  consequently  gave  his  vote 
with  the  "  Ayes,"  in  favour  of  disagreeing 
irith  the  Legislative  Council's  amendment, 
and  with  the  view  of  having  the  difficulty  ar- 
ranged at  a  Conference. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  other  amendments 
disagreed  with. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BEEVES,  Captain 
Bussell,  Mr.  Millar,  and  Mr.  McGowan  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  reasons. 

DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  MB.  DIGNAN. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Mr.  Speaker,  sad  tidings 
have  reached  us.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  on  his 
way  home  from  his  parliamentary  duties,  died 
this  morning  at  New  Plymouth.  I  shall  there- 
fore, in  respect  to  the  deceased  legislator,  con- 
clude by  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
I  would  say  that  he  was  well  and  favourably 
known  as  an  old  colonist.  He  has  done  faith- 
ful service.  In  the  district  he  has  represented 
for  many  years  in  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
where  he  has  lived  for  very  many  years,  there 
is  no  one  who  does  not  speak  well  of  him,  and 
who  will  not  pay  due  tribute  to  his  memory. 
All  those  who  have  known  him  as  I  have  known 
him  for  very  man^  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  must  have  known  him  to  have  been 
in  all  his  actions  fearless,  honest,  and  upright. 
Whatever  action  he  has  taken  has  always 
been  from  purely  conscientious  motives,  and 
from  conviction.  There  is  no  one,  I  say,  but 
will  admit  that  throughout  the  time  he  has 
been  amongst  us  there  were  very  few  who  were 
so  well  respected  and  revered  as  he  who  has 
passed  away.  It  will  be  to  those  who  are 
near  and  dear  to  him  some  slight  degree  of 
comfort  in  their  sad  bereavement  to  know  that 
every  one  in  this  Parliament  assembled  sym- 
pathizes deeply  with  them.  He  has  passed 
away  at  a  ripe  old  age,  revered  and  respected, 
and  leaves  behind  him  an  honoured  and  un- 
sullied name.  He  has  done  his  duty  to  the 
country  fearlessly  and  faithfully;  and  in  re- 
spect to  his  memory  I  move.  That  this  House 
do  adjourn  until  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — I  venture  to  ask  the 
privilege  of  being  allowed  to  second  the  motion 
of  the  Premier  that  this  House  should  adjourn 
until  eight  o'clock  this  evening  out  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  lately  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  CounoU.    Sir,  there 


is  little  that  I  can  add  to  the  remarks  that 
were  mode  by  the  Premier.  Very  many  years 
ago,  when  I  first  came  to  this  country  as  a 
young  soldier,  and  lived  in  Auckland,  I  re- 
member the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan  as  a  respected 
fellow-citizen  with  me  in  that  town.  He  was 
a  member  in  the  early  days  of  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland,  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  government  of  his  province.  When  I  first 
came  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in  the 
year  1875,  I  found  Mr.  Dignan  a  respected 
member  of  this  House;  and  then,  in  the  course 
of  years,  he  was  translated  from  this  House  to 
a  position  in  the  Legislative  Council.  And  all 
honourable  members  who,  like  myself,  remem- 
ber him  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  will 
join  with  me  in  expressing  the  high  opinion  we 
ever  had  of  him,  for  his  unvarying  kindness 
and  courtesy  of  manner,  and  for  that  generous 
sympathy  and  warm-hearted  feeling  which 
distinguishes  pre-eminently  the  country  from 
which  he  came.  It  is  useless  to  endeavour  by 
expressions  of  regret  at  the  death  of  a  man 
whom  we  all  respected  to  assuage  the  grief  of 
his  relatives,  bat,  at  any  rate,  it  is  a  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  he  leaves  behind  children  to 
bear  in  New  Zealand  the  honoured  name  that 
he  has  borne  for  so  many  years  past. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Havmg  been  for  four  years 
in  this  House  closely  associated  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Dignan,  belonging  to  the  same  party,  and 
being  also,  I  think,  the  only  one  in  the  House 
now  who  was  in  the  Ministry  that  recom* 
mended  him  to  the  Governor  for  appointment 
to  the  Council,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  a 
few  words.  I  knew  him  from  the  year  1875,  in 
which  I  first  entered  the  House,  and  up  to 
the  time  prsicticolly  just  before  he  left  this  city 
for  home  I  was  on  terms  of  nnbroken  friend- 
ship with  him.  Wa  all  knew  his  leading 
characteristic,  which  I  may  term  modesty.  He 
was  one  who  never  pushed  himself  forward  in 
any  way.  Another  characteristic  may  be  men- 
tioned, and  that  was  his  extreme  fairness  and 
extreme  goodness.  He  was  a  man  upon  whose 
word  you  could  always  place  the  most  implicit 
reliance.  I  join  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  in  paying  this  tribute  to 
his  memory,  and,  as  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  I  hope  his  children 
will  nobly  bear  his  name  and  keep  his  memory 
in  remembrance.  The  more  fact  of  the  House 
showing  sympathy  with  them  will  be,  at  any 
rate,  a  slight  solace  to  them  in  their  great 
trouble. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — I  was  very  much  pleased  tO' 
hear  the  observations  which  have  been  made 
by  the  Premier,  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  and  the  honourable  member  foe 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout).  Perhaps,  with 
the  exception  of  yourself.  Sir,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden,  I  had  the  pleasure — 
I  may  say  the  honour — of  knowing  the  late 
Mr.  Dignan  longer  than  any  other  member 
of  this  House,  and  every  word  that  has  been 
expressed  relative  to  his  character  can  be  borne 
out  by  the  actual  facts.  He  has  lived  a  most 
exemplary  life,  and  when  the  news  of  his  death 
was  received  here  to-day  there  was  not  a  singlft 
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inemb«i  of  either  bianch  ol  the  Legialatare, 
no  matter  what  his  politics  may  be,  who  did 
not  express  profound  regret.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  passed  away  has  been 
Associated  with  my  family  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
I  regret  exceedingly,  Sir,  that  you  are  not  upon 
tlie  floor  of  the  House  to  pay  that  tribute  to 
bis  memory  which,  from  your  experience  and 
your  friendship  with  the  deceased  statesman, 
you  are  so  well  qualified  to  pay.  I  will  con- 
clude by  merely  observing  that  the  life  of  the 
late  Mr.  Cignan  has  borne  out  in  its  truest 
sense  the  expression  of  Pope,  "  An  honest 
man  's  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

POMAHAKA  PURCHASE, 
o  Q  Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  in  rising 

to'  move  the  motion  standing  in  my 
name,  I  may  say  that  my  motto  is  the  motto 
of  my  country  and  olan — "  Nemo  me  impuiu 
laetssU" — "Ko  one  attacks  ma  with  impunity." 
That  is  my  motto,  and  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
will  be  glad  to  find  that  I  am  keeping  up  my 
classics.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  for  me 
to-night  to  move  this  motion,  or  to  quote  any- 
thing in  connection  with  it.  I  understand 
the  Committee  is  unanimous  in  acquitting  me 
of  all  blame  or  corruption.  But  the  honour 
of  my  department  has  been  assailed,  and  the 
honour  of  my  department  is,  I  consider,  my 
honour.  It  is  my  duty  to  defend  my  depart- 
ment on  the  floor  of  this  House  when  I  find 
that  undeserved  odium  is  sought  to  be  cast 
upon  it,  particularly  when  that  odium  is  cast 
in  the  attempt  to  strike  at  me.  The  history  of 
this  matter  is  well  known  to  honourable  mem- 
bers. At  the  last  election  my  opponent  at  the 
Waifaemo  electorate  brought  this  charge  of  cor- 
ruption against  myself  by  way  of  insinuation 
and  innuendo.  He  may  have  said  it  then  in 
heat,  but  be  repeated  it  afterwards  in  cold 
blood  in  the  Otago  Daily  Times — always,  how- 
ever, by  way  of  insinuation,  never  by  way  of 
open  and  manly  charge.  My  enemies  took  it 
up  and  echoed  it,  and  my  department  and  I 
were  hinted  at  as  having  conspired  together 
to  perpetrate  a  fraud  on  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony.  Both  he  and  the  editor  of  that  paper 
4ilamoured  for  an  inquiry.  An  inquiry  into 
what,  if  not  into  corruption  on  my  part  and 
my  department's  ?  Well,  the  inquiry  is  held. 
They  are  asked  to  attend  and  bring  their  wit- 
nesses at  the  public  expense.  And  what  do  they 
do  ?  The  people  who  were  so  ready  to  insinuate 
these  charges  now  declare  that  they  never  made 
them.  They  say  this  when  challenged  to  the 
proof.  But  it  is  for  this  House  and  the  public 
of  New  Zealand,  when  they  read  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  to 
say  for  themselves  whether  these  charges  were 
made  or  not.  And  I  venture  to  say  that  any 
one  who  will  read  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  note  the  method 
of  cross-examination  adopted  by  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  he  was  making  desperate  efforts  to 
unearth  something  to  give  colour  to  those 
Mr.  Lawry 


charges.  During  the  whole  of  this  inquiry 
this  gentleman  was  endeavouring  to  find  some 
peg  on  which  to  hang  a  charge  of  cormption. 
During  the  last  election  at  Waihemo  this 
charge  was  levelled  at  myself  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  to  make  the  people  in  the  elec- 
torate believe  that  I  was  unworthy  of  their 
confidence  at  the  election.  My  opponent's 
friends  and  political  supporters  at  the  elec- 
tion endeavoured  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  fair  or  unfair,  to  get  the  electors  to 
believe  them ;  hut  they  failed  after  all,  and 
the  result  was  that  I  was  returned  to  this 
House  with  the  very  substantial  majority  of 
825.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
might  have  allowed  the  matter  to  rest  there, 
as  the  large  majority  of  the  people  amongst 
whom  I  lived  during  the  greater  part  of  my 
lifetime  did  not  believe  the  aspersions  on  my 
integrity.  If  they  had  done  so  they  woold 
not  have  sent  me  here.  But,  Sir,  as  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  I  am  responsible  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  as 
well  as  to  the  constituents  of  the  District  of 
Waihemo,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty,  both  to  my 
department  and  to  my  own  position  as  a  Minis- 
ter, to  give  our  opponents  every  opportunity  if 
they  wished  to  prove  anything  against  us,  and 
with  that  view  I  moved  that  tiiis  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiry.  The  result  is  now  before 
the  House  in  the  report  before  us,  and  also  ia 
the  evidence  attached  to  the  report.  The  result 
of  the  inquiry  will  show,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers will  look  at  the  report  for  themselves, 
and  the  evidence  in  connection  with  it,  that 
the  Committee  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  so  far  as  I  myself  am  personally  con- 
cerned, I  am  blameless  in  this  matter,  and 
so  likewise  is  my  department.  I  believe  the 
whole  of  the  Committee  was  unanimous  oa 
these  two  points.  There  was  a  slight  difference 
of  opinion  amongst  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee so  far  as  the  price  paid  for  the  land  was 
concerned.  There  was  also  a  decided  differ- 
ence about  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  His  friends 
on  the  Committee — and  he  had  friends  there — 
wanted  to  shield  him  from  censure ;  the  other 
members  thought  he  ought  to  be  censured, 
and  I  understand  that  it  was  on  this  point  only 
that  unanimity  was  impossible.  But  I  repeat 
that,  so  far  as  myself  and  my  department 
are  concerned,  the  Committee  was  absolutely 
unanimous;  and  yet  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  the 
Otago  Daily  Times,  and  my  other  opponents 
insinuate  that  my  department  etnd  I  escape  by 
the  brute  force  of  a  party  majority  I  Time  will 
not  permit  me  to  go  into  the  evidence  or  t> 
refer  to  it  at  any  length,  as  the  half-hour  is 
which  I  have  got  to  move  the  motion  ie  so 
short.  I  must  leave  it  to  the  members  of  the 
House  and  the  people  of  the  colony,  into  whose 
hands  this  report  will  go,  to  judge  whether  the 
opinion  which  is  passed  upon  it  is  correct.  I 
hope  the  House  will  pardon  me  if  I  digress 
here  from  the  inquiry  proper  in  order  to  wow 
the  House  the  reason  why  this  charge  was 
made  against  me,  and  by  whom  it  was  made. 
It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  as  a  public  man  in  this 
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«o1on7  to  expose  some  of  those  in  high  plaoes, 
«nd  it  has  fcJlen  to  my  lot  to  expose  some  of 
the  financial  rings  in  this  colony,  and  their 
managers  and  agents,  daring  my  political 
career,  and  in  doing  that  I  have  gained  their 
never-dying  enmity.  Consequently  no  oppor- 
tunity has  ever  been  lost  on  the  part  of  those 
people  to  do  me  an  injury.  During  the  last 
election  nothing  would  have  pleased  them 
better  thsua  to  have  seen  the  Minister  of 
Ijands  defeated  for  the  Waihemo  seat.  By 
fair  means  or  foul  he  was  to  be  defeated  at 
any  cost,  and  they  put  forth  every  effort  with 
that  object.  It  fell  to  my  lot  several  years 
•go  to  move,  in  this  House,  that  inquiries 
into  certain  cases  of  dummyism  should  be 
made,  and  I  moved  for  a  Select  Committee 
for  that  purpose.  Through  the  evidence  of 
that  Committee,  the  Otago  Waste  Lands 
Board  was  called  upon  to  hold  inquiry  into 
certain  dummyism  cases;  and  what  was  the 
result  ?  That  a  certain  individual  there, 
James  Smith,  of  Gellebrand  and  Smith,  had 
to  disgorge  several  thousands  of  acres  which 
he  had  secured  by  dummies,  and  to  also  lose 
the  very  large  sums  that  he  paid  for  this  land. 
He  had  also  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  inquiry. 
That  was  all  brought  about  by  my  action  in 
this  House  as  a  public  man ;  and  from  that 
moment  I  gained  the  enmity  of  this  James 
Smith,  a  director  of  and  one  of  the  largest 
shareholders  in  the  Otago  Daily  Times.  That 
will  show  honourable  members  the  reason  for 
the  animosity  which  that  newspaper  has  always 
borne  to  myself.  Not  only  has  that  paper  per- 
sistently assailed  me  in  my  public  capacity, 
but  it  has  also  dragged  in  my  private  affairs 
and  my  family  with  the  view  of  doing  me 
all  the  harm  it  can.  Then,  there  is  another 
gentleman  in  Dunedin,  a  Mr.  John  McFarlane 
Ritchie,  the  manager  of  the  National  Mort- 
gage Company,  who  hates  me  because  in  the 
performance  of  my  public  duty  I  made  him 
disgorge  in  oonnection  vrith  the  Benohau  Kun. 
He  also  would  have  given  a  good  deal  to  see 
me  defeated  at  the  last  Waihemo  election. 
Bat  I  venture  to  say  that  if  that  gentle- 
man had  received  his  due  he  would  have 
been  serving  a  long  sentence  in  Her  Majesty's 
Oaol  at  the  time  of  the  last  Waihemo  election. 
l^ow,  Sir,  this  John  McFarlane  Ritchie  is,  as  I 
have  said,  manager  of  the  National  Mortgage 
Company  at  Dunedin ;  and  honourable  mem- 
bers may  ask  themselves  this  question:  How 
is  it  possible  that  any  respectable  company 
'would  employ  such  a  man  to  manage  their 
business?  But  let  us  look  back  at  history. 
Let  us  look  at  the  directors  of  the  City  of 
Olasgow  Bank,  and  the  directors  of  the  Overend 
'Company,  of  which  we  heard  something  last 
night.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Ritchie  is  em- 
ployed because  he  is  a  man  who  would  do  for 
bis  company  exactly  what  it  wishes  him  to 
do,  without  any  scruples  as  to  what  is  honest. 
AVe  know  that  the  directors  of  the  City  of 
'Olasgow  Bank  were  all  pious  men ;  they 
-vreut  to  church  on  Sunday,  and  robbed  the 
public  through  the  rest  of  the  week.  So  with 
Mr.  Ritchie.     He  is  a  very  pious  individual. 


He  goes  to  church  on  Sunday,  and  devotes 
himself  to  dummying  runs  on  Sfonday.  Now, 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  man  Ritchie 
conceived  the  Pomahaka  conspiracy;  for  con- 
spiracy it  wag — a  conspiracy  to  damn  me  and 
defame  my  department.  He  was  the  gentle- 
man who  conceived  it,  the  Otago  Daily  Times 
helped  at  the  hatching,  and  in  my  opponent 
they  found  a  weak  and  willing  tool.  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  was  marvellously  well  in- 
formed in  respect  to  the  leases  held  by  the 
New  Zealand  and  Australian  Land  Company 
over  the  Pomahaka  Estate.  How  was  he  able 
to  put  questions  on  the  minutest  points  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  and  to  know  every  detail  about  these 
leases?  It  was  because  he  got  the  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  McFarlane  Ritchie,  whose  com- 
pany was  the  agent  of  the  Australian  Land 
Company  in  Dunedin.  The  whole  plot  was 
conceived  in  Dunedin  between  him  and  the 
editor  of  the  Otago  Daily  Times,  and  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  lent  himself  to  become  their  tool. 
But  they  failed.  And  what  then  did  they  do  7 
Failing  to  defeat  me  at  Waihemo,  they  sought 
revenge  in  the  colunms  of  that  paper  by  re- 
peating and  fomenting  their  slanders  long  after 
the  election  was  over.  Then,  we  have  the  in- 
spector of  the  Union  Bank  in  Wellington 
coming  before  the  Committee  here,  going  the 
length — for  he  did  not  scruple  for  one  moment 
— of  disclosing  the  private  emairs  of  one  of  the 
bank's  clients  in  order  to  assail  the  Minister 
of  Lands  and  his  department.  Such  conduct 
on  the  part  of  a  respectable  bank  is  almost 
inconceivable;  but  it  was  done.  Sir — why  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  perhaps  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  Mr.  Bell,  the  solicitor 
for  the  bank  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie,  could  explain  it,  if  he  oared 
to  do  so.  Anyhow,  it  was  done.  Sir.  All 
the  papers  relating  to  Mr.  Douglas's  private 
aff^rs  with  the  bank  were  placed  at  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie's  disposal,  to  enable  him  to  injure 
me.  And  not  only  so,  but  this  inspector  tried 
hard  to  make  it  appear  that  the  Pomahaka 
Estate  was  not  worth  £8,000,  which  the  bank 
had  advanced  against  it.  He  was  afraid  to 
openly  swear  that  the  land  was  not  worth  the 
money,  but,  though  all  the  banks  were  at  tbat 
time  calling  up  advances,  be  tried  to  moke  it 
appear  that  this  particular  advance  was  called 
up  not  as  part  of  a  general  policy,  but  because 
the  land  was  not  worth  the  money.  And  that 
was  the  construction  put  on  it  by  their  own 
friends  and  the  Tory  Press.  But,  if  that  con- 
struction were  correct,  I  say  that  the  Union 
Bank  must  be  in  a  very  bad  state  indeed,  be- 
cause I  have  personal  knowledge  of  many  pro- 
perties not  nearly  so  good  as  Pomahaka,  upon 
which  that  bank  has  lent  far  more  than  it  lent 
on  that  estate ;  so  that  if  that  was  bad  security 
for  the  Union  Bank  the  bank  must  be  in  a  bod 
state  indeed,  and  the  sooner  the  shareholders 
look  after  it  the  better  it  will  be  for  them- 
selves. Now,  this  is  the  class  of  people  who 
come  up  and  do  everything  they  possibly  can 
to  injure  the  Qovernment  of  this  colony,  be- 
cause getting  at  the  Minister  of  Lands  is 
getting  at  the  Government.    I  venture  to  say 
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that  if  the  inspector  of  the  Union  Bank  paid 
more  attention  to  his  legitimate  business  it 
would  be  better  for  the  bank  and  for  its  share- 
holders. I  have  complained  yery  bitterly  of 
the  terms  which  have  been  applied  to  me  by 
the  Tory  Press  of  this  colony,  especially  by  the 
Otago  Daily  Times.  The  editor  of  the  Timet 
behaved  in  this  matter  in  a  shameful  manner 
— a  manner  in  which  no  honourable,  upright 
man  would  have  behaved.  He  demanded  an 
inquiry  ifi  this  matter,  and  when  the  inquiry 
was  called  he  was  asked  to  oome  here.  But 
did  he  come  ?  Ko,  Sir :  he  telegraphed  that  he 
had  never  made  any  chafes  against  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  and  had  no  evidence  to  give. 
The  'gentlemen  he  named,  who,  he  said,  could 
tell  the  true  story,  were  all  summoned  here, 
and  not  one  of  them  had  a  word  to  say  in 
his  favour,  or  in  favour  of  the  contention  he 
took  up  in  the  matter.  But,  though  my  good 
friend  the  editor  did  not  come,  be  was  not 
idle.  Information  was  sent  him  from  time  to 
time  of  what  went  on  in  Committee — informa- 
tion that  could  only  have  reached  him  from 
somebody  who  was  present ;  and  this  informa- 
tion he  shamefully  distorted  and  then  published 
in  order  to  poison  the  public  mind  in  Otago. 
The  Committee  was  packed;  the  Chairman 
vas  my  bosom  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Duncan — 
honourable  members  know  that  to  be  false, 
as  Mr.  Thompson  was  Chairman ;  Mr.  Soobie 
Mackenzie  was  extorting  the  most  damning 
disclosures  ;  important  papers  had  been  frau- 
dulently removed  from  the  file — this  referred  to 
one  telegram  that  had  never  been  filed,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  purchase ;  Sir 
Bobert  Stout's  report — the  report  prepared  and 
produced  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie's  friends 
on  the  Committee  —  was  the  report  of  my 
bosom  friend  the  Chairman;  and  so  on  all 
through  the  piece.  This  shows  how  con- 
tinuous was  the  falsification  of  the  facts  in 
this  paper  in  its  endeavour  to  do  injury  to  my- 
self personally.  Sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  fair, 
honest  criticism  on  any  occasion — no  one  can 
accuse  me  of  that ;  but  I  say  I  have  reason  to 
complain  when  fajse  statements  are  continu- 
ally made  by  any  paper,  and  no  paper  of  any 
respectability  would  descend  to  such  despicable 
tactics.  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say  in  this 
matter,  but  I  must  curtail.  Let  us  come  to 
the  facts  in  this  inquiry.  What  has  been 
found  ?  It  has  been  unanimously  found  that 
the  statements  were  not  proved  —  statements 
that  were  made  by  insinuations  and  innuen- 
does ;  and  before  the  members  of  this  House  can 
believe  that  there  was  one  iota  of  truth  in  them 
they  must  first  believe  that  Mr.  Percy  Smith, 
the  Surveyor-General ;  Mr.  Barron,  the  head  of 
the  Survey  Department;  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Stock  Department;  Mr.  Maitland, 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  of  Otago;  Mr. 
Adams,  the  Chief  Surveyor,  of  Dunedin ;  and 
Mr.  Turton — that  all  those  gentlemen  have  per- 
jured themselves.  You  must  believe  this  before 
you  can  believe  there  was  one  iota  of  truth  in 
the  statements  which  were  endeavoured  to  be 
proved.  I  venture  to  say  that  every  member  of 
this  House  who  knows  these  gentlemen  knows 
Mr.  J.  JicKentit 


perfectly  well  that  they  oould  not  be  guilty  of 
anything  of  the  kind.  '  Before  yon  could  bold 
them  proved,  you  would  have  to  show  that  all 
these  gentlemen  conspired  with  the  Minister  of 
Lands  to  do  a  corrupt  thing ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  not  one  iota  of  evidence  came 
before  the  Committee  to  show  thac  there  wsc 
anything  wrong  in  this  matter.  The  only 
evidence  that  can  at  all  be  favourable  to  the 
other  side  was  in  connection  with  the  value  of 
the  property.  That  evidence  was  given  by  tin> 
individuals,  including  the  inspector  of  the  bank 
referred  to.  The  first  day  before  the  Commit- 
tee that  gentleman  swore  to  a  falsehood,  ani 
had  to  come  back  the  next  day  and  apoI(%iz&, 
Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the 
land  was  everything  that  was  had — not  worUi 
more  than  £1  or,  at  most,  £1  lOs.  an  acre. 
But  he  himself  voluntarily  signed  the  petition 
praying  the  Government  to  bSy  it ;  and,  before 
attslching  much  weight  to  his  evidence,  most 
sensible  people  will  want  him  to  explain  fb» 
reason  of  the  somersault  he  took.  The  fact  is, 
he  has  been  a  station-manager  all  his  life,  and 
his  squatting  friends  probably  remonstrated 
vrith  him  for  doing  anything  to  promote  close 
settlement.  Henoe  his  sudden  right -about- 
face.  I  have  little  donbt  that  he  came  up 
as  a  tool  of  the  squatters  in  that  port  of  the 
country.  I  »xa  told  that  this  man  is  "  oS  his 
chump "  on  the  Pomahaka  question.  This 
much,  at  all  events,  is  undeniable :  He  is  the 
only  man  Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie  brought  to 
speak  to  the  value  of  the  property  from  per- 
sonal inspection  ;  and,  as  the  Committee  had 
oSered  to  pay  the  expenses  of  all  the  witnesses 
he  liked  to  name,  the  fair  inference  is  that  ICr. 
Stevenson  is  the  only  man  he  could  get.  Aad 
that  in  itself  speaks  volumes.  With  regard  to 
the  value  of  this  property,  you  must  believe 
that  the  twenty-one  settlers  who  took  up  sec- 
tions were  all  fools,  if  you  believe  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Scobie  Mackeoxie 
— that  all  the  settlers  were  fools  for  giving 
the  prices  they  did  to  the  Government  Now, 
for  some  of  these  sections  there  was  a  consider- 
able amount  of  competition — over  a  dozen  ap- 
plications in  some  cases ;  and  those  who  wen 
unsuccessful  must  also  have  been  fools  not  to 
know  the  value  of  the  land.  The  position  is  that 
9,280  acres  of  the  Pomahaka  Kstate  have  been 
taken  up,  and  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  at 
the  present  time  is  getting  4  per  cent,  intetst 
on  the  total  capital  cost  after  surveying  and 
reading.  Does  that  show  that  we  paid  too 
much  for  the  land?  And  about  2,000  actei 
are  still  lying,  which  can  easily  be  disposed  of 
now  that  by  an  amendment  of  the  law  they 
can  be  sold  in  larger  blocks.  The  only  reason 
the  Pomahaka  did  not  go  off  altogether  w&s 
that  the  acreage  was  too  small  in  some  cases 
for  the  country.  When  I  say  twenty -one 
settlers  are  at  the  present  time  paying  rent 
which  yields  an  interest  to  the  colony  of  over 
i  per  cent,  on  the  whole  cost  of  the  estate,  I 
think  it  proves  beyond  doubt  that  the  price  «* 
paid  was  not  too  high.  I  know  that  at  pie- 
sent  a  number  of  people  are  trying  to  make 
out  that  they  gave  too  much  for  the  land,  and 
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nothing  woald  please  them  better  than  if  some 
of  the  gettleis  would  decline  to  pay  theiz  rents 

o  oQ  — nothing  would  please  them  better. 
Now,  I  am  going  down  after  the  session 
to  see  the  settlers,  and  to  see  for  myself  what 
they  are  doing,  and  I  will  then  tell  them  not 
to  be  led  away  by  my  opponents — men  who 
woald  not  allow  them  to  get  one  acre  of  land  if 
they  could  help  it.  I  have  only  five  minutes 
more  in  which  to  speak,  and  I  have  a  good 
deal  more  to  say.  The  evidence  which  came 
before  the  Committee  shows  that,  so  far  as  the 
dejMctment  over  which  I  preside  is  concerned, 
evexything  has  been  done  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  and  that  the  action  I  took  in  the 
matter  was  such  as  I  was  bound  to  take  as 
Minister  of  Lands.  Then,  as  I  have  already 
ahown,  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  except  that 
of  the  two  witnesses  I  have  named,  proves  that 
faiz  value  only  was  given  for  the  land,  notwith- 
standing all  that  may  be  said  to  the  contrary. 
Ihe  evidence  and  the  report  also  show  that 
my  opponent  had  no  grounds  for  making  his 
oluuKes,  and  he  should  either  have  made  them 
raenTy,  so  as  to  allow  me  to  defend  myself 
euewnere,  or  he  should  have  withdrawn  them 
when  he  found  they  were  baseless.  I  believe  at 
this  moment  that  my  opponent  in  his  heart 
does  not  believe  and  never  did  believe  that  I 
was  guilty  of  any  wrong,  but  I  believe  that  in 
a  weaJc  moment  he  allowed  himself  to  be  per- 
suaded to  make  use  of  these  charges  at  the 
instance  of  those  financial  people  who  hate  me 
like  poison,  and  who  would  give  anything  to 
see  me  out  of  this  House  and  out  of  all  poli- 
tical power.  I  believe,  further,  that,  having 
once  made  them,  he  lacked  the  moral  courage 
to  withdraw  them  and  confess  himself  in 
the  wrong.  He  is  given  to  the  use  of  reck- 
less assertions,  and  if  the  Cjommittee's  cen- 
Bore  teaches  him  to  be  more  heedful  in  future 
it  will  serve  a  useful  purpose.  I  venture  to 
■ay  that  the  gentleman  who  has  slandered  me 
has  slandered  almost  every  Minister  that  has 
oceapied  these  benches.  He  has  got  names  for 
them  all.  He  slandered  the  honourable  mem- 
l«r  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  on  one 
oocasion,  when  speaking  at  Naseby,  and  called 
him  "  a  sponger  on  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand." 
He  has  slandered  the  late  Mr.  Ballance ;  he 
has  also  slandered  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bolleston ;  and  he  slanders  every  man 
who  comes  into  prominence  in  this  House.  I 
tnut  the  lessons  he  has  got  at  the  Waihemo 
and  Tuapoka  elections,  and  at  the  hands  of  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  will  not  be  lost  on 
bim.  Now,  Sir,  my  time  is  up  and  I  must 
■top.  I  have  made  one  classical  quotation, 
and  I  am  going  to  make  another  to  wind  up 
with — Honi  soit  qui  mal  y  penst,  which  means, 
Evil  be  to  him  who  thinks  evil. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  report  of  the  Pomahaka  Purchase  Com- 
mittee be  adopted,  and  entered  on  the  Journals 
of  the  House."— (Jfr.  /.  McKemie.) 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  exceedingly  regret  that 
the  time-limit  has  prevented  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  this  motion  from  get- 
ting saffioient  time  to  deal  with  the  subject  he 
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intended  to  deal  with  to-night — namely,  the 
defence  of  his  department.  I  do  not  mtend 
to  deal  with  this  Pomahaka  business,  for  the 
opinion  I  hold  about  it  appears  in  the  draft 
report  I  brought  up  before  the  Committee. 
And  80  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  believed  what 
I  stated  in  that  report,  —  namely,  that  no 
charge  of  corruption  can  be  made  against  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  that  in  my  opinion 
neither  Mr.  Bitchie  nor  Mr.  Barron,  the  two 
ofBoers  implicated,  can  be  blamed  for  the  action 
thoy  took.  As  I  have  said,  I  still  hold  that 
opinion.  What  I  do  regret  is  that  there  should 
have  been  any  inquiry  at  all  about  Pomahaka. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  a  wise  precedent  that  the 
babblement  of  an  election  contest  should  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  Committee  of  inquiry  of 
this  House.  That,  I  think,  is  exceedingly  un- 
wise. There  have  been  charges  more  serious 
and  pronounced  made  in  this  House,  and  yet 
we  have  been  unable  to  get  any  Committee  of 
inquiry.  For  instance,  take  the  case  of  the  21st 
clause  of  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Bill.  We  have 
been  unable  to  get  any  Committee  of  inquiry  in 
reference  to  that.  Then,  we  had  charges  made 
in  reference  to  railway  management  under  the 
present  Commissioners.  We  have  been  un- 
able to  get  any  inquiry  into  that.  Now,  if 
that  be  so,  I  should  like  to  know  why  it  is 
that  in  the  case  of  an  election  conMst,  when 
people  are  heated  and  make  heated  speeches, 
these  speeches  should  form  the  subject  of  an 
inquiry  at  the  expense  to  the  colony  of  many 
hundreds  of  pounds.  That  is  entirely  unwise ; 
and  I  know  there  are  some  members  of  the 
Committee,  strong  friends  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  it 
was  unwise  that  this  inqniry  should  have  been 
held.  The  next  thing  I  regret  is  this :  that 
the  report  as  brought  up  should  not  have  been 
amended  so  that  it  could  have  been  adopted 
unanimously.  It  should  have  been  discussed 
and  amended,  as  there  were  many  details  in  it. 
I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  the  Committee  should 
not  have  accepted  this  view  of  it.  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxious,  for  the  sake  of  the  Minister 
and  his  department,  that  the  report  should,  if 
possible,  be  unanimous.  It  is  always  a  mis- 
take in  these  Conmiittees  when  the  report 
is  not  unanimous,  so  that,  whatever  charge 
has  been  made,  or  whatever  may  have  taken 
place,  it  could  be  said  there  was  nothing  that 
looked  even  like  bias  in  its  finding.  I  con- 
sider that  the  report  should,  if  possible,  be 
unanimous ;  and  I  believe  that,  if  my  rough 
draft  of  a  report  had  been  adopted  on  that 
basis,  we  might  have  come  to  a  unanimous 
finding  on  the  subject.  However,  that  was  not 
done.  What  happened  was  this :  I  brought  a 
report  before  the  Committee,  who  ordered  that 
it  should  be  printed.  The  print  was  sent  round 
to  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  I  think 
the  members  got  it  between  five  and  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  next  morning,  however, 
I  was  surprised  to  see  that  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Waimea-Sounds  brought 
up  a  printed  report,  supposed  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  himself,  dealing  with  the  matter. 
I    asked    the    Chairman   why   it   had   been 
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printed,  and  he  aaid  he  did  not  know — that  he 
Lad  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  that  he  did  not 
authorise  it  to  be  printed.  I  aBsnme,  there- 
tore,  that  either  the  honourable  member  has 
the  tighi  to  ask  the  Printing  Office  to  print 
anytluDg^  he  likes,  or  else  he  had  badT  the 
Ministerial  sanction  for  printing  this  present 
report.  Now,  so  far  as  this  report  is  oonoemed, 
I  do  not  think  it  ia  jndioial  in  tone,  and  there- 
toie  it  must  lack  weight  through  the  form  and 
language  in  which  it  is  couched.  What  I  com- 
plain of  is  this :  that  if  it  has  been  drawn  up 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea-Sounds 
he  must  have  been  so  impressed  by  the  speech 
of  the  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  Minister  as  to 
have  copied  his  language.  There  are  passages 
in  the  report  identical  in  phraseology.  Now, 
as  the  Mmister  of  Lands  has  quoted  Latin, 
allow  me  to  give  him  a  Latin  maxim.  It  is 
this:  Sua  euxque  quum  sit  animi  cogitatio, 
eoZoroue  pulchrius;  which  means  that  each 
man  nas  nis  own  fancy  and  colour,  which  he 
gives  to  his  productions.  If  any  one  looks 
at  the  report,  and  at  the  speech  of  Dr. 
Fitohett,  he  will  find  that  there  is  paragraph 
after  paragraph  identical  in  language.  Now, 
I  do  not  say  that  Dr.  Fitohett  drew  up  the 
report.  I  do  not  know  who  drew  it  up.  If 
I  am  to  judge  by  handwriting,  I  can  only 
judge  handwriting  by  its  ap^aranoe  and  by  ite 
similarity  to  other  handwriting  that  I  know.  I 
do  not  say  that  the  report  is  drawn  up  by  the 
person  who  made  the  speech.  But  what  I  say 
distinctly  is  that  my  nonourable  friend  the 
member  for  Waimea-Ficton,  if  he  drew  it  up, 
has  used  the  same  language  as  Dr.  Fitohett. 
I  do  not  say  that  that  is  wrong.  The  honour- 
able memlier  may  have  thought  it  expressed 
the  thing  fairly.  There  is,  however,  a  style 
about  the  speech  and  a  style  about  the  report 
ibat  are  identical.  It  is  written  in  a  literary 
style,  and  with  considerable  literary  finish, 
which  is  generally  absent  from  the  honourable 
member's  productions.  Let  me  just  read  one 
or  two  extracts,  to  show  what  I  mean.  If 
honourable  members  will  turn  to  the  report, 
on  page  2,  paragraph  5,  they  will  see  this  pas- 
sage:— 

"  In  1889, 1,140  acres  of  the  same  estate,  and 
not  the  best  part  of  it,  were  sold  at  £3  12s.  6d., 
and  for  several  areas  £S  was  offered." 

Now,  if  honourable  members  will  look  at  the 
speech  they  will  see  a  paragraph  there,  on  page 
108,  which  reads  as  follows : — 

"  Eleven  hundred  acres  were  sold  in  1869  at 
£3  12s.  6d.  per  acre,  and  not  the  best  of  the 
estate.  Some  sections  were  bought  in  for  £8. 
.    .    .    He  refused  £3  for  large  blocks." 

Then,  let  me  take  another  passage  of  the 
report : — 

"The  owner  (Mr.  3.  Logan)  had  recently 
died,  and  his  executors  put  all  his  property 
in  the  district— 30,(XX)  acres  in  all — mto  the 
market,  thereby  outrunning  the  demand  for 
land  and  lowering  the  price."' 

In  the  speech  we  find, — 

"  The  owner  was  dead,  and  the  trustees  were 
winding  up  the  estate,  so  they  put  all  in  the 
market— 30,000  acres— to  bring  what  it  could." 
Sir  B.  Stout 


I  might,  Sir,  give  paragraph  after  paiagii^ 
bat  I  will  only  take  one  or  two  others.  There 
is  another  passage  in  the  report : — 

••  Lastly,  there  is  the  practical  test  of  valnes 
afforded  by  the  rents  paod  by  settlers  who  hara 
taken  up  sections  since  the  property  was  thrown 
open  by  the  Government.  Up  to  the  26th  July, 
1894,  fi',2S0  acres  have  been  disposed  of,  at  u 
average  rental  of  3s.  4d.,  or  a  capital  valae  of 
£3  6s.  6d.  per  acre,  leaving  about  1,800  acies 
still  to  be  let.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  these  rents  were  given  in  spite  of  macb 
depreciation  of  the  property  in  the  Otego 
papers,  and  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie's  pablie 
statements  that  the  soil  was  cold  and  un- 
generous, and  that  the  rental  for  yean  lisd 
been  6d.,  representing  a  capital  value  of  Uk 
per  acre." 

And  in  the  speech, — 

"  Last,  but  not  least,  we  have  the  fact  thtt, 
in  spite  of  the  abuse  showered  on  the  land  by 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  and  hia  friends — cold 
and  ungenerous  soil,  worth  no  more  thoo  a 
capital  sum  of  10s.  per  acre,  and  so  forth— 
people  come  forward  and  voluntarily  take  of 
S,2Sb  acres  at  an  average  rental  of  3s.  Id." 

There  are  two  more  extracts  which  I  ns; 
give.    The  report  says, — 

"  As  to  the  suggestion  that  U!r.  BitoUe  im- 
properly induced  Mr.  Barron,  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Lands,  to  instruct  the  preliminsiy 
inspection  without  the  knowledge  or  authcriq; 
of  his  superior  officer,  the  evidence  was  nneon- 
tradicted  that  Mr.  Barron  was  not  exceeding 
his  authority." 

And  in  the  speech  there  is  this  passsge:— 

"  Mr.  Barron  was  acting  vrithin  his  anthoitty 
in  instructing  the  preliminary  inspection." 

Then,  again,  there  is  anottier  one  referring 
to  Conical  Hills : — 

"  With  respect  to  Conical  Hills,  the  evidence 
clearly  shows  that  the  purchase  was  imprac- 
ticable at  the  time,  and  could  not  have  been 
effected  without  beginning  the  whole  negotia- 
tion de  novo.  The  offer  was  to  exchange,  and 
there  was  no  statutory  power  to  ezcbaoge." 

In  the  speech  it  is  as  follows : — 

"  An  offer  had  been  made  to  exchange,  and 
there  was  no  power  to  exchange." 

Then,  I  might  point  out  that  the  framewo^ 
of  the  speech  and  the  report  are  identicsl 
The  endiugs  are  similar.  So  I  might  go  on. 
The  language  is  identical.  The  literary  stylt 
is  peculiar.  There  is  no  difference  between  Ha 
speech  and  the  report.  They  are  the  wiittoi 
and  spoken  utterances  apparently  of  one  hub- 
Now,  I  do  not  say  that  Mr.  Hills,  who  brooght 
up  the  report,  did  not  write  the  report,  iMt 
what  I  do  say  is  that,  if  he  did,  his  mind  it  of 
that  plastic  cast  that  would  be  monlded  by  tbe 
last  utterance  he  heard,  and  have  it  repio- 
duced,  just  the  same  as  phonographs  and 
other  instruments  do.  He  has  simply  »■ 
peated  what  he  heard  last  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Now,  of  course,  the  Minister  of  I^ndt 
is  not  to  blame.  I  am  not  making  cbatgu 
against  him ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  iti 
nor  had  the  Lands  Department ;  but  I  on^ 
point  out  this,  and  I  hope  it  may  be— I  do  it 
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in  this  spirit — a  lesson  to  other  Committeeg  to 
ttiink,  When  they  meet  to  deal  with  a  report 
■nch  as  this,  that  they  shoald  be  judioial  in 
tone,  and  not  adopt  ue  language  or  literary 
■tyle  of  the  counsel  of  either  side  who  may  ap- 
pear before  them.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
anything  more  to  say.  I  am  glad  I  can  say 
freely  that  I  do  not  think  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  any  right  to  have  charges  made  against 
bim ;  and  I  say  the  same  thing  of  Mr.  Barron. 
Eowever,  I  disagree  with  the  Oommittee  in 
■everal  of  its  findings.  I  disagree  with  the 
language  of  the  report ;  I  disagree  aa  to  the 
value  of  the  land.  I  do  not  say  but  what  the 
Minister  thought  he  was  getting  a  good  bar- 
gain ;  and  I  think  the  Committee  should  have 
left  it  in  the  way  I  proposed.  There  were 
only  two  witnesses,  of  those  examined,  who 
were  not  connected  in  some  way  with  the 
nnrchase — Mr.  Cameron,  from  Waitahuna,  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  from  the  neighbouring  station. 
As  far  as  Mr.  Cameron  was  oonoemed,  he  had 
zidden  from  borne  to  Pomahaka,  thirty  miles, 
«n  Sunday,  and  returned  to  his  home  the  same 
oigbt,  and  that  was  all  his  knowledge,  and  his 
opinion  apparently  was  that  the  land  was  what 
was  called  "sappy."  The  other  witness  was  Mr. 
Stevenson,  and  I  exceedingly  regret  that  the 
Uiniater  of  Lands  should  have  assumed  that 
he  gave  evidence  that  was  biassed.  I  was  pre- 
sent when  he  was  examined,  and,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  he  may  have  l)ad  predilections — every 

rirson  has— but  he  meant  to  say  what  was  fair, 
think  it  right  that  I  should  explain  here  why 
it  was  that  I  was  opposed  to  the  finding  of  the 
Committee.  I  think  the  language  was  not  judi- 
oial, and  some  of  the  statements  are  not  borne 
out  by  the  evidence,  and,  further,  I  consider  it 
was  not  their  province  to  enter  into  the  poli- 
tical duel  between  the  Minister  and  Mr.  Scobie 
llackenzie.  Their  duty  was  to  follow  the  order 
«f  reference,  and  simply  find  the  facts,  and  not 
to  deal  with  suggestions  either  to  Mr.  Scobie 
Haokenzie  or  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  as  to 
how  they  should  in  future  conduct  poUticid 
«an  tests. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  may  tell  the  House  that 
when  I  came  here  to  attend  this  session  I  had 
never  heard  or  read  one  word  in  reference  to 
the  Pomahaka  purchase.  Therefore  I  think  the 
Eouse  will  acquit  me  of  any  prejudice  in  the 
matter.  I  was  appointed  as  a  member  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and,  in  the  ordinary 
«ourse  of  our  work,  an  order  of  reference  was 
■ent  to  us  which  I  will  read  to  the  House. 
But  before  coming  to  that  I  mav  follow  up  the 
first  link.  On  the  10th  July  the  Minister  of 
Xiands  referred  to  the  matter,  and  stated  that 
he  would  call  for  an  inquiry.  The  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  at  that  time  compli- 
mented him  for  asking  for  the  inquiry. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  honourable  gentleman  did 
«oiiipliment  him  for  asking  for  an  inquiry,  and, 
if  I  were  permitted,  I  could  refer  him  to  the 
page  in  Hansard.  The  order  of  reference  sent 
in  to  the  Committee  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Ordered,  That  the  whole  transactions  in 
connection  with  the  porchose  of  the  Pomahaka 


Block,  under '  The  Land  for  Settlements  Aot, 
1892,'  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Oom> 
mittee  for  investigation,  with  power  to  take 
evidence  on  oath,  and  call  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  report  to  the  House. — (Hon.  3. 
McKenzix.)  " 

In  connection  with  this,  the  Chairman  took 
the  necessary  proceedings.  He  telegraphed  at 
once  to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  to  the  editor  of 
the  Otago  Daily  Times,  and  to  others  he  thought 
necessary  to  get  evidence  from.  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  replied  to  say  that  he  would  attend, 
and  the  editor  of  the  Times  refused.  But  very 
soon  afterwards  the  latter  gentleman  publiahea 
a  Bubleader,  in  which  he  said  the  Committee 
were  afraid  to  call  those  who  could  tell  the  real 
story.  He  was  telegraphed  to  immediately 
again  by  the  Committee,  and  his  own  words 
were  quoted  ;  and  immediately  afterwards  he 
replied  practically  stultifying  himself,  and 
stating  in  so  many  words  that  he  imputed  no 
motives  to  any  one,  but  naming  certain  wit- 
nesses who  could  give  effective  evidence.  £vi> 
denoe  was  taken,  and  witnesses  were  brought 
up  from  Otago  and  gave  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  who  made  a  most  exhaustive  in- 
quiry, and,  I  say,  absolately  without  any  pre- 
iadice  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  believe 
'.  can  say  the  same  of  the  other  members; 
and  after  the  inquiry  both  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie and  Dr.  Fitchett,  who  was  tutting  for 
the  department,  addressed  the  Committee,  and 
both  of  their  speeches  were  in  print  before  the 
report  was  prepared.  Probably  that  was  where 
I  acquired  some  of  the  language  the  honour- 
able gentleman  takes  offence  at  because  he 
finds  it  superior  to  his  own.  We  also  had  a 
printed  report  from  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City,  which  is  now  before  me,  and 
savours  very  much  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie. 
I  should  say  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  had 
a  good  hand  in  its  production,  and  no  doubt 
some  members  of  the  Committee  had  read  it. 
So  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
very  little  fault  to  find  with  any  one  else.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  look  at  the  substance 
of  Sir  Bobert's  report,  it  is  "  wishy-washy," 
as  evidently  attempting  to  please  both  sides, 
and  gives  no  result  of  the  mquiry — no  pcao- 
tical  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee.  There  are  some  of 
the  points  of  the  evidence  so  striking  and  so 
contradictory  that  I  intend  to  place  them  be- 
fore the  House.  I  shall  not  refer  to  the  charge 
made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  HonouraUe 
members  can  see  that  for  themselves  at  any 
time  by  reading  the  evidence. 
Mr.  ALLEN.— What  was  the  charge? 
Mr.  MILLS.— The  charges  were  made  by  im- 
plication and  innuendo  on  the  platform  when 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  was  speaking  at  Wai- 
hemo,  I  believe.  This  is  what  he  says  to  the 
Committee :  "  I  maintain  that  all  the  state- 
ments made  by  me  in  that  speech,  though  I 
am  not  answerable  to  the  Committee  for  them, 
have  been  proved  to  be  true  throughout  this 
inquiry."  Well!  I  will  now  refer  to  one  or 
two  replies  that  he  made  when  he  was  under 
crosa-ezamination  by,  the  Committee,  and  then 
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honoaiable  members  will  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  vbeOier  bis  first  statement  or 
his  last  was  the  correct  one.  He  was  asked  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  — 

"  49.  Was  it  not  in  your  mind  that  it  would 
impress  the  pablio  with  the  notion  of  corruption 
as  against  the  Minister? — I  was  addressing 
those  who  were  prepared  to  give  me  their  sup- 
port at  the  election.  There  were  present  per- 
sons who  were  prepared  to  support  the  Minis- 
ter. I  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  any 
statement  of  fact  that  might  affect  the  minds 
of  either.  If  yon  want  to  know  whether  I 
wanted  to  generally  damage  my  opponent's 
cause  and  help  m}[  own,  I  will  not  deny  it." 

I  think  that  is  a  very  oonclusive  reply, 
nien  I  asked  him, — 

*■  SO.  When  you  made  that  speech,  were  yon 
not  aware  that  all  these  purchases  would  have 
to  be  made  according  to  the  statute? — They 
should  have  been,  but  they  were  not." 

Is  that  not  a  charge  of  corruption?  I  ask 
any  one  with  common-sense,  could  he  for  one 
moment  say  there  is  no  charge  of  corruption 
even  at  that  late  hour  7    Then  I  asked  again, — 

**  61.  Are  you  aware  that  they  had  to  be  7 — 
I  am  aware  that  they  should  have  been  made 
according  to  the  statute,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  they  were. 

"52.  Were  you  unaware  that  the  statute 
confined  the  Commissioners  to  certain  things  7 
When  you  ms^de  the  statement,  were  you  aware 
that  any  purchase  would  have  to  be  made 
through  the  Board? — Yes,  I  was  awue  that 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  of  1892  con- 
stituted a  Board  to  make  purchases  of  laud, 
but  that  by  that  Act  the  Minister  was  above  the 
Board.  The  Board  might  recommend  a  price, 
but  the  Minister  may,  as  <  Oovemor  in  Council,' 
not  accept  the  decision  of  the  Board.  The 
Minister  is  in  reality  the  Board,  under  the  Act 
of  1882. 

"  53.  Did  you  know  that  the  Commissioners 
had  fixed  the  price? — Certainly  not.  I  do  not 
know  it  now." 

Now,  look  at  this :  After  a  man  has  gone 
through  this  inquiry,  accused  the  Commissioner 
of  giving  too  high  a  price,  and  accused  the 
Minister  and  the  department  of  corruption  and 
all  that,  yet  he  has  the  audacity  to  stand  in 
front  of  the  Committee  and  not  only  commit 
himself  to  this  statement,  but,  after  revisal,  let 
it  come  out  in  print.    Then  he  was  asked, — 

"  54.  Then,  now  was  it  that  you  complained 
of  corruption ;  or  how  could  you  infer  corrup- 
tion in  saying  that  too  much  money  was  paid 
for  the  land,  or  the  estate,  rather  ?— Too  much 
money  bad  been  paid  for  the  estate.  I  knew 
that  £2  10s.  had  been  paid  for  it." 

That  is  another  direct  contradiction. 

"  55.  Then,  why  not  impute  the  blame  to  the 
Land  Purchase  Board?— I  throw  the  blame 
on  nobody ;  I  do  not  throw  the  blame  on  any 
particular  person.  I  said  that  a  very  bad  pur- 
chase had  been  made." 

Honourable  members  will  see  it  is  one  tissue 
of  contradictions.  Then  Mr.  Mackintosh  asked 
a  qnestion : — 

"  64.  Then,  who  do  yoa  think  is  to  blame,  if 
lir.  MiOi 


they  are  not  to  blame  ? — Primarily  the  Minis* 
ter  in  charge  of  the  department,  and  probstblv 
the  Commissioners  at  the  same  time.  I  think 
the  Minister  is  to  blame." 

Is  not  that  another  direct  contradiction  f 
Surely  honourable  members  will  see  what 
credence  can  be  given  to  the  statement  of  a 
witness  who  contradicts  himself  so  constantiy. 
Then  Mr.  Mackintosh  asks, — 

"  65.  After  all  the  evidence  that  has  beea 
taken,  do  you  think  it  was  the  Commiasioneis  f 
— I  think  the  whole  system  of  land-piuchaas 
under  the  Act  of  1892  is  absolutely  rotten,  and 
that,  in  this  matter,  all  connected  with  it  aza 
to  blame,  including  the  Minister ;  all  aHka 
have  been  fooled  by  Mr.  Donglas." 

There  is  the  statement  clear  enough.  TbeB 
later  on  I  asked  the  question, — 

"  69.  In  what  way  do  you  consider  the 
Minister  was  to  blame  7 — In  allowing  a  man  ta 
impose  an  encumbered  and  unsaleable  estate 
on  the  public  at  an  improper  price.  Somebody 
must  have  been  to  blame,  and,  if  the  Ministac 
is  not,  who  is  7 

"  70.  Do  you  not  blame  the  Land  PnrcfaaM 
Bosfd  7 — They  may  have  their  share  of  it." 

He  was  asked  if  he  had  seen  the  land,  and 
he  replied,  "  No,  I  never  went  on  it."  Here  is 
evidence  straightforward :  he  had  never  seen 
the  land ;  he  was  speaking  from  hearsay.    Later 

g  Q      on,  as  appears  on  the  same  page — ^95 

"•"•     — Mr.  Mackintosh  asked, — 

"  You  say  that  the  whole  system  is  rotten, 
and  you  blamed  everybody  concerned? — For 
that  particular  purchase. 

"  92.  Minister  and  all  ?— Yes. 

"  93.  In  what  way  do  you  blame  the  Minis- 
ter ? — I  have  already  said  that  under  the  Act 
of  1892  the  Minister  was  the  Botuid.  The 
Minister  is,  of  course,  in  any  case  responsibls 
for  any  transaction  that  takes  place  in  his 
department.  In  this  case  he  was  practically 
the  Board." 

This  is  not  true,  for,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers know  perfecdy  well,  the  Act  constitutes  a 
Board  which  is  independent  of  the  Minister. 
The  Board  makes  inquiry,  takes  evidence  frail 
valuers,  fixes  the  price,  and  then  makes  a 
recommendation  to  the  Minister.  Then  he  is 
asked  again  by  Mr.  Duncan,  on  the  next  page, 
96,  question  100,— 

"  You  stated  that  the  Minister  could  object  is 
the  price,  or  he  could  accept  the  price,  or  that 
he  could  raise  the  price? — He  could  do  any- 
thing he  liked. 

"  101.  Now,  will  you  tell  me  under  what 
clause  he  could  raise  the  price  7 — If  yon  reid 
the  Act  you  will  find  that  what  I  say  is  oo^ 
rect.  The  Act,  moreover,  says  that  the  thing 
should  be  initiated  by  the  Purchase  Board; 
but  in  this  case  it  was  not  so." 

Kow,  the  only  point  which  he  could  raiaa 
before  the  Committee  was  this :  that  Mr.  Banco 
had  sent  from  the  head  department  a  telegram 
requesting  the  surveyor  who  was  going  down 
to  another  part  of  the  Otago  District  to  viat 
the  estate  also.    He  was  asked  finally, — 

"  105.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Minister  to  raise  t^«  pries 
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of  liind  withoat  the  consent  of  the  Board  ? — 
Whatever  price  the  Minister  wished  to  give  he 
might  have  carried  it.  The  Minister  was  the 
Board.  He  had  the  power,  and  if  he  chose 
to  exercise  it  the  Board  would  have  to  agree 
to  it. 

"  106.  Are  you  aware  that  in  clause  4  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  these  words  occur : 
■The  Governor  may  purchase  at  any  price 
which  may  be  agreed  on  between  the  Governor 
and  such  owners,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  '  ?— Yes,  he  may,  and  he  may  not. 

"  107.  Do  you  consider  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Minister  to  buy  that  land  without  any 
recommendation  from  the  Board? — I  should 
like  to  see  the  Act  first ;  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  be  could.  He  may  do  it  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Board,  there  is  no  question 
about  that.  The  Minister,  certainly,  is  sap- 
posed  to  get  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
betoze  he  does  so.  I  think  the  law  requires  the 
Board's  recommendation,  but  does  not  require 
any  special  price  to  be  fixed. 

"  108.  Could  the  Minister  fix  the  price  with- 
out consent  of  the  Board,  or  above  their  own 
recommendation  7 — I  think,  from  the  evidence 
that  has  come  before  us,  the  Board  would  be 
Cnided  largely  by  the  Minister,  if  not  en- 
tirely. 

"  109.  That  is  not  a  fair  reply :  give  me  a 
definite  answer?  —  I  have  given  a  definite 
answer  to  that  question. 

"  110.  Do  yon  say  that  the  Minister  can 
alter  the  price  fixed  by  the  Board  in  any  way  ? 
— I  do  not  think  he  could  alter  the  price  fixed 
by  the  Board ;  but  I  think  he  is  the  Board,  all 
the  same." 

Now,  I  ask  honourable  members  to  think  for 
a  moment  what  kind  of  evidence  this  would  be 
considered  when  given  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
made  such  grave  charges  and  innuendoes  by  im- 
plication against  the  Minister  of  Lands.  In  the 
iace  of  this  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Oity  (Sir  K.  Stout)  expected  this  Committee 
to  bring  down  a  kind  of  wishy-washy  report,  con- 
taining neither  censure  nor  praise,  but  leaving 
•verytbing  in  statu  quo.  The  department  was 
sot  to  be  censured,  and  it  was  not  to  be  cleared 
of  the  charges  which  were  made ;  the  Minister 
was  not  to  be  cleared  of  the  charge,  nor  anything 
else  done.  That,  at  any  rate,  did  not  suit  the 
views  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  who, 
after  going  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  and 
watching  it  all  through,  and  taking  notes  of  the 
evidence,  came  to  the  conclusion  which  they 
did.  The  only  man  who  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  thought  the  purchase  was  too 
dear  was  Mr.  Stevenson,  but  when  he  was 
cross-examined  he  floundered  as  much  as  Mr. 
Bcobie  Mackenzie,  because  in  making  a  state- 
ment he  said  first  the  land  was  only  worth 
£1  lOs.,  then  he  cEune  down  to  £1,  and  subse- 
quently he  admitted  that  the  sale  of  a  large 
•state  of  30,000  acres  in  the  neighbourhood 
wonld  afiect  the  price  of  this  land.  He  was 
then  asked,  '*  Mr.  Stevenson,  have  you  ever  done 
any  valuation  on  properties  ? — I  have  valued  for 
Mr.  Crawford  at  Timaru."  How  on  earth  that 
eoald  afiect  the  value  of  land  at  Pomahaka, 


hundreds  of  miles  away,  I  cannot  understand. 
So  far  as  Mr.  Stevenson  was  concerned,  he 
absolutely  knew  nothing  whatever  about  the 
case,  and  his  evidence  was  clear  and  oonvinoing 
to  us  on  that  point.  It  was  simply  a  position  of 
this  kind :  "  Save  me  from  my  friends" ;  for 
practically  every  word  he  uttered  wels  giving  I^. 
Soobie  Mackenzie  away  as  far  as  the  valuation 
was  concerned.  Therefore,  while  the  honour- 
able member  for  Welliogton  City  (Sir  R.  Stoat) 
has  endeavoured  to  twit  me  with  this  report,  I 
may  tell  him  that  it  satisfied  the  majority  of  the 
Committee,  who,  as  the  honourable  member  has 
already  said,  were  unanimous  on  two  points — 
namely,  that  there  was  no  reflection  on  the 
Minister,  and  there  was  no  reflection  on  the 
department.  But  we  did  think,  after  sitting 
the  whole  of  that  time,  it  would  not  have  been 
right  to  pass  the  matter  over  without  stating 
what  we  considered  about  the  action  of  Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie.  I  shall  not  read  the  report 
at  length,  but  just  quote  this  part : — 

"Finally,  and  as  the  result  of  as  exhaastive 
an  inquiry  as  they  could  make,  the  Committee 
find  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  grave 
charges  made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  and 
that  neither  the  Minister  nor  any  member  of  the 
Lands  and  Survey  Department,  or  of  the  Board 
of  Land  Purchase  Commissioners,  is  in  any  way 
afiected  either  as  to  integrity  or  capacity." 

We  also  say, — 

"  The  Committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  refer  to 
one  other  point : — 

"In the  course  of  his  evidence,  Mr.  Soobie 
Mackenzie  said  that  neither  iu  his  speech 
(quoted  above)  nor  at  any  other  time  did  he 
impute  corruption  to  the  Minister,  and  that  so 
far  as  he  knew  no  inference  of  corruption  was 
ever  drawn  from  his  speech  or  his  sm>seqaent 
correspondence  in  the  Otago  Daily  Tvnet : 
further,  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
inquiry,  and  was  merely  there  because  the 
Committee  had  invited  him." 

That,  of  course,  was  an  absurd  position  for 
him  to  take  up,  because  when  he  came  before 
the  Committee  the  Chairman  immediately 
asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  be  represented 
by  counsel,  because  the  department  was  repre- 
sented, but  he  declined,  and  he  was  present 
all  the  time.  He  cross-examined  every  wit- 
ness, and  he  had  a  latitude  allowed  to  him 
unequalled  as  far  as  my  experience  of  Parlia- 
mentary Committees  goes.  Therefore  the  Com- 
mittee say, — 

"The  Committee  regret  that  they  cannot 

re  with  him.  In  their  opinion,  no  reason- 
man  can  read  the  speech  without  drawing 
the  inference  that  the  speaker  is  intending  a 
charge  of  corruption.  The  effect  of  the  pre- 
liminary disclaimer  is  merely  to  put  the 
charges  in  the  form  of  innuendo  instead  of 
direct  statement,  and  to  serve  as  a  loophole  to 
escape  the  responsibility  of  having  to  prove 
them.  There  was  ample  evidence  before  the 
Committee  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  infer- 
ence was  drawn,  and  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie knew  it  and  countenanced  it. 

"  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  charges  of 
ooiruptiou,  U  made  at  all,  should  be  made 
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plkinly  and  apecifically  instead  of  by  innuendo 
and  sQggestion,  and  that  the  person  who 
makes  them  should  when  challenged  either 

5 rove  them  or  withdraw  them.  Mr.  Scobie 
laokenzie  has  done  neither." 

I  think  that  is  a  {air  reply  to  the  statement 
whioh  has  been  made  with  reference  to  this 
matter  by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  who  has  endeavoured  to  cast  a  reflec- 
tion en  the  Committee  not  only  for  drawing  up 
this  report,  but  also  for  the  way  in  which  it 
has  been  drawn  up.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  a  very  strong  individuality,  and  he 
tries  to  exercise  it  on  everybody  who  comes 
near  him,  and  unless  they  accept  his  diotum 
as  right  he  thinks  they  must  be  wrong. 

Mr.  McGOWAN. — I  have  no  great  desire  to 
add  to  the  history  of  this  celebrated  purchase, 
bnt  I  should  like  honourable  members  to  carry 
In  their  minds  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  he  entirely  exonerates  the 
Minister  suid  his  department  from  any  improper 
action,  and  immediately  after  he  says  he  is 
sorry  that  such  an  inquiry  should  have  been 
held. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man also  said  the  report  is  not  judicial  in  its 
tone. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  say  so  stiU. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man also  gave  us  a  classical  quotation,  whioh 
he  rendered  in  English  as  follows :  "  Each 
man  has  his  own  fancy  and  colour,  which  he 
gives  to  his  productions."  Let  the  House  bear 
in  mind  what  the  honourable  gentleman  says — 
that  he  entirely  exonerates  the  Minister  and 
his  department;  and  lot  the  House  bear  in 
mind  that  he  says,  "  Each  man  has  his  own 
fancy  and  colour  which  he  gives  to  his  produc- 
tions." Let  honourable  members  remember  the 
first  statement,  and  think  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech  upon  the  question,  and  then 
they  will  be  able  to  Imow  what  weight  to  place 
on  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— I  have  to  compliment 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  on  the  very  fair  speech  he  de- 
livered this  evening  on  this  question.  If  the 
case  were  a  good  one  there  is  no  honourable 
member  more  capable  of  presenting  the  case 
in  the  best  possible  light  than  that  honourable 
member.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  and  attended  most  of  the  sittings 
during  this  inquiry,  which  extended  from  the 
4th  September  to  the  12th  October.  The  sit- 
tings whioh  I  did  not  attend  were  those  con- 
ducted on  the  same  mornings  on  which  I  had 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Public  Petitions  M 
to  Z  Committee.  I  have,  however,  carefully 
perused  the  evidence  given  on  the  days  when  I 
was  not  present,  so  that  I  think  I  have  a  fair 
grasp  of  the  case.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Committee  the  Minister  of  Lands  stated  very 
briefly  the  nature  of  the  accusations  made 
against  him  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  and  the 
editor  of  the  Otago  Daily  Times.  The  speeches 
of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  during  the  election 
Mr.MiOi 


contest  contained  the  following  expressioos  ia 
reference  to  the  purchase  of  the  Pomaliaka 
Estate :  "  a  downright  bad  purchase,"  ^  aa 
unearthed  job,"  "  a  deplorable  spectacle,"  "a 
highly-improper  purchase,"  "  a  fraud."  These 
statements  contained  in  them  allegations  o( 
a  grave  nature,  preferring  charges  of  political 
corruption  and  jobbery  against  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  against  the  officers  of  the  L^udf 
Department,  and  against  the  Land  Putchaaa 
Board  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  also  accused  the  de- 
partment of  indecent  haste  in  the  purcha.<te  of 
the  Pomahaka  Estate.  Now,  the  accusations 
I  have  just  referred  to  were  made  by  meaol 
of  insinuation  and  innuendo.  Thoy  were  not 
straightforward.  If  they  had  been  made  in  • 
direct  manner  I  should  have  thought  more  of 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie;  and  I  think  members 
of  the  Committee  who  sat  and  heard  the  evi- 
dence given,  and  the  country  generally  which 
read  the  evidence,  would  have  thought  mon 
of  him  if  he  had  made  the  charges  in  a  straight- 
forward manner ;  and  I  regret  that  Mr.  ScoUa 
Mackenzie  lacked  that  moral  courage  which 
should  have  characterized  him,  and  which  I 
think  we  should  have  expected  from  a  gentls- 
man  who  sat  during  the  last  Parliament  as  a 
member  of  this  House.  I  might  be  permittei 
to  say  that  I  regret  exceedingly  that  this  case 
should  have  been  brought  before  the  Hodm. 
I  regret  the  oircumstanceB  in  connection  with 
it.  In  the  heat  of  party  warfare  gentlemea 
are  apt  to  make  statements  which  in  theit 
calmer  moments  they  regret,  ajid  I  have  no 
doubt  that  when  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  made 
use  of  the  statements  I  have  referred  to  ht 
thought  that  there  was  some  provocation  from 
the  other  side.  Bnt  I  am  of  opinion,  in  com- 
mon with  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  that  there  was  n* 
foundation  whatever  for  the  charges  of  poU. 
tical  corruption,  jobbery,  and  indecent  hast* 
made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  against  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  Lands  Department,  snd 
the  Land  Purchase  Board.  To  be  brief,  I  vrill 
epitomize  the  evidence.  I  will  not  make  an) 
direct  quotations  from  it,  but  I  have  made  • 
few  extracts  which  I  will  submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  honourable  members.  Under  tb* 
head  of  "  indecent  haste,"  I  may  say  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  indecent  haste  whaccvet 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  I^>inv 
haka  Estate.  A  letter  was  written  on  the 
17th  August,  1893,  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  ownet 
of  this  estate,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie,  mem- 
ber for  Clutha,  informing  him  that  a  petition 
was  being  signed,  asking  the  Govemmen:  (0 
purchase  the  Pomahaka  Estate.  Mr.  Macken- 
zie received  that  letter,  as  he  admitted  in  hft 
evidence,  and  showed  it  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  ito 
head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  on  ths 
3l8t  August.  Mr.  Ritchie  mentioned  the  ci^ 
cumstance  to  Mr.  Barron  that  the  Pomahala 
Estate  was  ofiered  for  sale;  and  Mr.  Barroi 
communicated  on  the  same  day,  the  Slit 
August,  with  Mr.  Adams,  Chief  Surveyor  tB 
the  Otago  Land  Board,  and  asked  him,'  as  h* 
was  on  his  way  to  raloe  the  Conical  Hills  Es- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Pomahaka 


[HOUSE.] 


Puirehase. 


999 


tote,  to  go  on  and  examine  and  report  upon 
the  Pomahaka  Estate.  On  the  27th  August 
Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clatha,  received  a  petition,  signed  by 
over  three  hundred  persons,  asking  that  this 
land  Bhonld  be  acquired  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.  On  the  SOth  of  the  same 
month  Mr.  Mackenzie  presented  the  said  peti- 
tion to  the  Minister  of  Lands.  The  Minister 
of  Lands  referred  Mr.  Douglas  to  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  in  Otago.  Mr.  Douglas  com- 
municated with  the  Board ;  and  on  the  4th  of 
September  a  recommendation  was  forwarded 
from  Wellington  to  Mr.  Maitland,  the  Chief 
Commissioner  on  the  Otago  Land  Board,  recom- 
mending him  to  appoint  Mr.  Dallas  to  value 
the  Pomahaka  Estate.  Mr.  Dallas  had  been 
employed  in  valuing  land  in  connection  with 
the  Property-tax  and  Insurance  Departments, 
and  as  a  public  valuer  generally.  Mr.  Dallas 
admitted  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  valuing 
estates  for  money-lenders  in  the  City  of  Dun- 
edin,  so  that  Mr.  Dallas  was  a  public  valuer. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— That  is  not  so.  Where  is  that 
in  the  evidence  7 

Mr.  MEBEDITH.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  states  that  is  not  correct  examines 
the  printed  evidence  he  will  find  that  it  is  so. 
On  the  12th  of  September  Mr.  Dallas  sent  in  his 
report  to  Mr.  Maitland.  The  Land  Purchase 
Board  sat  on  the  11th,  12th,  and  13th.  On  the 
13th  September  they  agreed  as  to  the  valuation, 
and  the  desirability  of  acquiring  the  estate. 
On  the  25th  of  September  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  the 
Chief  Surveyor,  received  a  report  from  the  Land 
Purchase  Board,  and,  after  submitting  the  re- 
port to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  he  telegraphed 
to  Mr.  Douglas  and  offered  him  the  sum  of 
£2  lOs.  per  acre  for  the  Pomahaka  Estate. 
Mr.  Douglas  wanted  £3  lOs.  Telegrams  passed 
between  Mr.  Douglas  and  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment in  Wellington  extending  over  eight  days, 
showing  that  there  was  no  particular  hurry 
connected  with  it.  On  the  3rd  of  October  Mr. 
Douglas  accepted  £2  lOs.  per  acre,  and  on  the 
28th  of  October  a  cheque  was  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Douglas ;  so  that  from  the  time  Mr.  Dong- 
las  wrote  to  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie  till  the 
cheque  was  forwarded  to  him  there  elapsed  a 
period  of  seventy-two  days — namely,  from  the 
17th  of  August  to  the  28th  of  October ;  so  that 
the  allegation  that  there  was  indecent  haste  by 
the  Minister,  by  the  Lands  Department,  or  by 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  does  not  accord  with 
the  facts  brought  before  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee during  the  inquiry.  Now  as  to  the 
valuation.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  stated  in  his 
evidence  that  the  land  was  only  worth  10s.  per 
acre — that  was,  based  upon  the  rental. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— That  is  not  bo.  Where  is 
that  evidence  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.- That  was  based  upon  the 
rental  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  receiving  at  the 
time — that  is,  6d.  per  acre ;  6d.  an  acre  was 

Kid  upon  a  tenancy  at  will,  Mr.  Douglas 
viag  power  to  resume  possession  of  the  land 
'  at  any  moment ;  and  on  the  6d.  an  acre,  at 
-the  rate  of  Q  per  cent.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 


placed  the  capital  value  of  the  land  at  10s.  pet 
acre. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  — Where  is  that  in  the  evi- 
dence 7 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  read  the  evidence 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  I  have  read  the  evidence, 
and  I  say  you  cannot  prove  that  by  the  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie 
stated  in  his  evidence  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
land  was  worth  £2  an  acre,  or  it  even  might  be 
worth  £2  10s.  The  Pomahaka  Estate  is  in  the 
Clutha  Electorate,  and  therefore  I  place  con- 
siderable weight  upon  the  statement  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha.  The  Union 
Bank  advanced  a  sum  of  £9,000  upon  the  col- 
lateral security  of  the  Pomahaka  Estate  to  Mr. 
Douglas.  That  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £1  4b. 
per  acre.  I  wish  these  statements  to  be  placed 
agSLinst  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Soobie  Mao- 
kenzie  as  to  the  capital  value  of  the  land.  Then, 
a  Mr.  Johnson  gave  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee. This  gentleman  belongs  to  the  firm  of 
Wright,  Stevenson,  and  Co.,  auctioneers  and 
land-salesmen,  in  Dunedin.  He  stated  in  his 
evidence  that  £2  lOs.  per  acre  was  a  fair  price 
for  the  land.  Mr.  Dallas,  a  farmer,  and  pro- 
perty-tax, insurance,  and  general  valuator,  a 
member  of  the  Otago  Land  Board,  valued 
the  Pomahaka  Estate  in  1891  at  the  sum  of 
£2  2s.  6d.  per  acre  for  property-tax  purposes. 
He  valued  the  land  subsequently  for  sale  at 
£2  lOs.  per  acre.  I  may  point  out  that  in 
his  evidence  before  the  Committee  Mr.  Dallas 
showed  very  clearly  that  another  property 
which  he  valued  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  PomaheJca  at  £3  per  acre  in  1891  was 
subsequently  sold  for  the  sum  of  £3  88.  6d. 
per  acre,  or  an  advance  of  Ss.  6d.  per  acre  upon 
the  property-tax  assessment  valuation.  Mr. 
Dallas  also  stated  in  his  evidence  on  the  quality 
of  the  land,  or,  rather,  in  the  report  he  made 
to  the  Land  Purchase  Board,  tnat  it  would 
grow  from  46  to  60  bushels  of  oats  to  the  acre. 
If  land  vrill  grow  from  46  to  60  bushels  of 
oats  to  the  acre  in  the  part  of  the  country 
I  represent  that  land  will  be  worth  from 
£3  to  £6  10s.  per  acre.  Mr.  Douglas';  own 
valuation  was  £3  10s. ;  he  accepted  £2  lOs.  in 
consequence  of  being  pressed  by  the  Union 
Bank  for  an  overdraft  that  had  been  advanced 
against  this  property.  From  1871  to  1879  Mr. 
Douglas  had  oeen  in  receipt  of  23.  an  acre  rent 
and  local  taxes.  Subsequently  he  rented  the 
land  to  the  New  Zealand  Pastoral  Land  Com- 
pany for  Is.  6d.  an  acre,  and  later  still  for  9d. 
an  acre.  In  1889,  when  the  estate  was  only 
bringing  in  6d.  an  acre,  1,140  acres  of  it  were 
sold  at  £S  128.  6d.  per  acre.  I  should  like 
honourable  members  to  place  the  realised  value 
of  £8  12s.  6d.  per  acre  when  Mr.  Douglas  was 
only  receiving  6d.  an  acre  against  the  capital 
value  of  lOs.  per  acre  placed  upon  it  by  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie.  Mr.  Begg,  a  gentleman  of 
undoubted  veracity  and  capability,  the  attorney 
for  Mr.  Douglas,  stated  that  there  was  an  offer 
to  lease  the  land  at  3s.  per  acre  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  an  undertaking  to  break  it  up  and 
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1*7  it  down  in  EngUsh  gian.  Mr.  Hugh  Came- 
ron, on  whose  eviaence  I  place  great  reliance, 
and  who  waa  mentioned  by  the  honoarable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stoutl 

-  g.        Mr.  ALLEN. — How  long  was  ne  on 

^■*'-     the  ground  7 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Mr.  Hugh  Cameron, 
who  was  president  of  the  Farmers'  Clob  at 
Waitahuna,  spent  eight  hours  on  the  land,  after 
riding  twenty-six  miles  to  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  smiles  at  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Cameron.  I  may  inform  the  House  that  the 
main  portion  of  the  farm  which  I  am  working 
is  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  my  home- 
stead. I  am  frequently  in  the  habit  of  leaving 
home  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  either 
riding  or  driving  to  that  portion  of  the  farm, 
and,  after  spending  ei^ht  hours  on  it,  I  am 
able  to  reach  home  agam  by  nine  or  ten  o'clock 
at  night.  So  that  it  was  quite  {rassible  for  Mr. 
Hugh  Cameron  to  reach  Pomahaka  in  time  to 
spend  eight  hours  in  the  examination  of  it,  and 
return  the  same  day.    He  states  this: — 

"I  am  president  of  the  Farmers'  Club  at 
Waitahuna.  I  have  had  a  lifelong  experience. 
I  am  a  farmer.  At  the  Waitahuna  Farmers' 
Club  I  told  them  I  was  very  much  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  estate,  and  that  I 
thought  it  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes." 

That  is  fully  borne  out  by  his  evidence.  He 
said  the  land  consists  of  "  open,  flat  spurs,  and 
it  appeared  to  me  to  have  good  soil  upon  it." 
He  thought  it  was  worth  the  £2  10s.  an  acre 
the  Government  paid  for  it.  From  the  facts  I 
have  adduced  it  is  plain  there  is  not  a  vestige  of 
proof  in  the  evidence  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee to  justify  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  and  the  editor  of  the  Otago  Daily 
Titnes  in  charging  the  Minister  of  Lands  with 
political  corruption  and  jobbery.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  impugn  the  mtegrity  and  veracity 
of  the  members  of  the  Land  Board,  or  of  the 
members  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board  under 
^e  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  In  fact,  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  connected  with  the 
acquisition  of  the  PomsJiaka  Estate  were  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  arouse  the 
suspicion  of  any  fair-minded  man.  The  cost 
of  the  inquiry,  I  believe,  has  amounted  to  over 
£800,  and  the  responsibility  for  the  inquiry 
must  rest  with  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  GREEN. — I  was  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
dealt  with  this  question.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity. for  all  that  heat  which  be 
displayed,  especially  when  he  commenced  by 
telling  us  that  he  and  his  department  had 
come  out  quite  scathless.  Like  the  honoar- 
able member  for  Wellington  City,  I  do  not 
think  any  one,  from  first  to  last,  ever  thought 
there  was  any  corruption  on  the  part  of 
either  the  Minister  or  the  officers  of  his  de- 
partment; but  when  he  said  that  he  took 
exception  to  the  charges  having  been  levelled, 
as  he  asserted,  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  he 
himself  oommenced  to  level  charges  at  many 
persons,  and  against  some  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  this  purchase,  and  I  venture  to  assert 
that  whoever  heard  iiim  must  consider  that  he 
Mr.  Meredith 


made  more  serious  charges  against  the  gentle- 
men in  connection  with  that  inquiry  and  the 
circumstances  of  it  than  have  ever  been  in- 

Suted  to  him  or  to  SLny  of  the  of&oers  of  hii 
epartmcnt.  And  he  also  said.  Sir,  that  tba 
reason  for  the  opposition  to  himself  as  Minister 
of  Lands  was  the  action  he  had  taken  in  thii 
House  in  connection  with  the  Cottesbrook 
runs  and  the  Silver  Peak  runs.  I  think  I 
may  trust  to  memory,  for  since  the  delivety 
of  his  remarks  I  have  not  had  time  to  look  tba 
matter  up,  but  unless  my  memory  is  very  moch 
at  fault  it  was  the  Otago  Land  Board  that  took 
into  consideration  the  action  of  those  who  came 
down  from  Tasmania  and  wished  to  take  u; 
the  runs  in  the  Cottesbrook  Estate,  and  it  wst 
the  Board  that  refused  to  issue  to  them  the 
leases  they  had  bidden  for  at  auction. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— After  this  House  had 
first  inquired  into  it. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Certainly  not,  Sir. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Certainly  it  did. 

Mr.  GREEN.— I  feel  sure  I  am  right,  bat, 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong,  I  have  kaown 
the  honourable  gentleman  sufficiently  long  to 
know  that  when  he  says  I  am  wrong  he  wiD 
stick  to  that.  But  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Board  at  the  time,  and  I 
say  that  the  members  of  the  Board  were  awan 
that  certain  people  came  by  steamboat  sod 
landed  in  Dunedin,  and,  when  the  applica- 
tions came  before  the  Land  Board,  containing 
the  names  of  some  of  the  passengers  by  that 
steamboat,  the  Land  Board  refused  to  issue 
licenses  to  these  people.  Then  the  Board  wss 
threatened  with  legal  proceedings,  but  it  still 
refused  to  issue  the  licenses.  The  case  wai 
taken  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Mr.  Jos- 
tice  Williams  upheld  the  action  of  the  Boatd 
in  refusing  to  issue  the  licenses.  It  was  then 
carried  to  the  Appeal  Court  here,  and  the  Ap- 
peal Court  upheld  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justifle 
Williams.  It  is  true  that  the  honooraUe 
gentleman,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  got  a 
Committee  set  up ;  but  that  Committee,  after 
taking  evidence,  would  only  say  it  was  ot 
opinion  that  a  further  inquiry  should  be  insti- 
tuted in  connection  with  the  Silver  Peak  ram. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  got  the  evidence  for 
you. 

Mr.  GREEN.— You  got  the  evidence?  WeU, 
the  statement  I  have  just  made  at  any  rate  ii 
the  history  of  it.  The  honourable  gentlemaa 
used  to  assert  then  in  Otago,  as  he  asserted 
in  the  House  to-night,  that  he  was  determined 
to  drive  out  all  the  dummies  from  the  coontrf, 
and  he  always  made  these  bombastic  asser- 
tions in  connection  with  them  :  but,  so  far  u 
the  Cottesbrook  runs  are  concerned,  the  Otage 
Land  Board,  of  which  Sir  Robert  Stout  wu« 
member,  would  not  issue  leases  to  th(Sae  Tie- 
manians  who  were  suspects ;  and  so  far  M 
the  Silver  Peak  runs  are  concerned,  there  irete 
only  two  applicants  who,  so  far  as  I  am  awan, 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  ever  assertei 
were  dummies ;  and  those  gentlemen — Meisn. 
Borthwiok  and  Hertslet — who  gave  evidence 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  and  oifaeii 
who  afterwards  gave  evidence  before  the  Oom- 
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mittee  ot  this  Hoase,  swore  that  they  were  not 
dommies,  and  the  ijand  Board  was  of  opinion 
that  the  evidence  was  not  sufSciently  strong  to 
justify  it  in  cancelling  their  leases.  But  the 
bononrable  gentleman  for  some  years,  I  pre- 
sume, was  of  opinion  that  the  Board  had  not 
done  its  duty,  and  should  have  cancelled  these 
leases ;  but,  of  coutse,  I  cannot  expect  him  to 
admit  he  was  in  fault.  At  any  rate,  his  action 
entirely  reverses  the  opinion  which  he  then  ex- 
pressed, not  only  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  but 
on  the  public  platform  on  every  other  occasion, 
for  since  then  he  has  appointed  Mr.  H.  Hertslet, 
one  of  these  same  gentlemen,  to  his  own  de- 
partment, and  that  ought  to  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  he  has  changed  his  opinion  with 
xeference  to  the  character  of  these  gentlemen, 
because,  if  he  denies  this,  then  he  must  believe 
that  this  gentleman  forswore  himself ;  and  I 
-oannot  imagine  he  would  have  appointed  a 
gentleman  to  his  department  he  thought  had 
forsworn  himself.  However,  he  has  not  stopped 
short  of  an  accusation  against  an  officer  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  having  forsworn  himself.  He 
stated  deliberately  that  this  gentleman  gave 
false  testimony  before  the  Committee — a  state- 
ment I  deplore  he  ever  should  have  made.  All 
through.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  here 
takes  exception  to  statements  made  on  the 
public  platform  during  the  heat  of  a  contested 
election,  but  if  he  smoerely  objected  on  any 
other  than  personal  grounds  he  himself  should 
have  abstained  from  making  more  serious 
charges — in  a  place  where  the  charges  are 
privileged — against  a  gentleman  who  has  no 
opportunity  of  defending  himself  and  disprov- 
ing the  assertions  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  done  to-night 
in  connection  with  the  Pomahaka  inquiry. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Did  not  that  officer  go 
back  the  next  day  ? 

Mr.  OBEEN.  —  I  am  not  here  to  prove 
vbether  that  gentleman,  in  his  evidence,  was 
mistaken  or  not.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  positively  assert  that  no  witness 
gave  his  evidence  more  clearly  or  in  a  more 
satisfactory  manner  than  did  Mr.  Brittan.  I 
listened  to  the  sworn  testimony  of  the  gentle- 
man who  gave  that  evidence,  and  I  was  led  to 
form  a  very  different  opinion  from  that  which 
some  other  members  of  the  Committee  formed 
in  connection  with  the  evidence  submitted  to 
US.  But  we  were  told  there  was  no  haste  in  the 
matter,  and  we  were  also  told  that  everything 
done  in  connection  with  this  matter  was  in 
the  ordinary  routine  way,  and  quite  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ordinary  manner  of  business. 
Then,  I  say  the  Minister  of  Lands,  at  any  rate, 
has  not,  on  the  public  platforms,  made  similar 
statements  to  this,  but  exactly  the  reverse, 
And  therefore  left  a  false  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  electors  of  the  colony  as  to 
liow  the  Lands  Department  is  adimnistered 
ondei  his  Oovemment.  He  has  been  in  the 
babit  of  informing  the  electors  in  his  own 
district, — and,  I  think  I  am  correct  in  stating, 
the  electors  of  other  districts, — that  one  of  the 
things  which  he  takes  credit  for  on  behalf 
<^  the  oonntry  is  that  the  Qovenunent  at  the 


present  time,  and  since  they  have  been  in 
office,  have  taken  very  good  care  to  instruct 
their  officers  what  they  were  to  do,  and  that 
the  officers  in  his  own  department  have  cturied 
out  his  instructions.  I  say,  if  the  evidence 
taken  before  'this  Committee  has  proved  any- 
thing, it  has  entirely  disproved  these  assertions, 
and  it  has  proved — and  he  himself  in  evidence 
there  has  stated — that  a  great  deal  was  done  by 
the  officers  of  his  department  without  his  know- 
ledge, and  for  a  very  considerable  length  of  time 
before  he  knew  anything  about  it.  The  evidence 
goes  to  show  that  this  petition  was  got  up  by 
Sir.  Douglas  himself ;  that  it  was  rewritten  by 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Douglas;  that  it  was  type- 
written by  a  person  in  the  agent's  office ;  that 
the  petition  was  sent  to  Mr.  Tumball  at  Clinton, 
and  was  then  hawked  round  by  Mr.  Douglas's 
agent  and  another  person  in  the  employ  of  that 
agent ;  that  Mr.  Douglas  paid  £40  to  the  agent 
and  £12  for  the  young  fellow  who  took  the 
petition  round.  I  am  not  quite  sure— it  was 
disputed  afterwards — whether  the  £12  was  paid 
to  the  agent  in  addition  to  the  £40 — that  is 
to  say,  whether  the  two  sums  of  £12  were  not 
really  one  £12.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Tumbull 
was  that  he  himself  received  £12,  that  the 
youth  whom  he  employed  received  £12,  and 
that  in  addition  to  that  he  (Mr.  Tumbull) 
received  £40.  I  do  not  wish  to  exaggerate  aity- 
thing,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  Mr. 
Turnbull  admitted  he  received  £40  and  £12, 
and  paid  £12  to  the  youth  for  riding  round 
with  the  petition,  which  was  got  up  by  Mr. 
Douglas  himself  and  hawked  round  the  dis- 
trict for  signatures  at  Mr.  Douglas's  instance 
and  at  Mr.  Douglas's  expense.  Now,  perhaps 
the  members  of  this  House  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  will  be  surprised  to  hear 
me  say  that,  before  that  petition  was  pre- 
sented,— before  Mr.  Douglas  made  his  offer, — 
the  officers  of  the  department  in  Wellington 
here  set  the  officers  in  Dunedin  in  motion, 
and  that  was  some  nine  days  before  the  peti- 
tion was  received  by  the  Minister  himself. 
Sir,  the  evidence  is  conclusive  on  this  point: 
that  is  that  Mr.  Bitchie  and  Mr.  Barron — 
two  officers  of  the  department— had  a  conver- 
sation on  the  Slst  August ;  that  Mr.  Barron, 
without  consulting  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and 
without  consulting  the  Surveyor  -  General, 
communioated  with  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Lands  in  Otago,  and  directed  him  to  instruct 
the  Chief  Surveyor  to  inspect  and  report  on 
this  land.  Mr.  Douglas's  offer  was  dated  on 
the  same  day,  but  it  was  not  received  by  Mr. 
Maitland  until  the  following  day — namely,  the 
22nd  August — so  that,  I  ask,  could  you  possibly 
get  stronger  evidence  to  refute  the  state- 
ments which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
hearing  during  the  last  three  years — namely, 
that  this  Government  had  so  oompletely 
changed  the  order  of  things — while  the  officers 
of  the  departments  were  doing  things  as  they 
stated  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  before 
this  Ministry  entered  into  office,  and  which 
order  of  things  had  been  completely  reversed  ? 
They  had  taken  very  good  care  since  they  oame 
into  office  to  issue  instructions  in  all  oases 
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ftnd  to  see  them  ouried  ont.  I  aay  that,  lo  fat 
as  the  inquiry  goes,  it  entitely  disproves  these 
assertions.  It  diows  also  that  the  Chief  Sur- 
veyor of  Otago,  who  was  on  his  way  to  inspect 
another  estate,  was  instructed  on  the  2l8t 
August,  1893,  in  this  matter  by  an  officer  of  the 
department,  and,  on  the  oath  of  both  himself 
and  the  Minister  of  Lands,  without  any  know- 
ledge of  the  tlinister  of  Lands  at  all ;  and  that 
the  Chief  Surveyor,  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
month,  inspected  that  land,  and  on  the  29th  he 
sent  his  report  on  to  Wellington ;  and  the  peti- 
tion asking  the  Oovemment  to  etcquiro  this  land 
was  dated  on  the  25th,  and  was  not  received 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands  until  the  30th.  And 
the  Minister  of  Lands  in  his  evidenoe  stated 
that  he  believed  Mr,  Barron,  an  officer  in  his 
department,  was  in  his  office  at  the  time  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  presented  the 
petition,  that  he  himself  handed  over  the 
petition  with  directions  to  Mr.  Barron  to  set 
this  matter  in  motion,  and  that  Mr.  Barron 
did  not  tell  him  at  that  time  what  had  been 
done.  And  not  only  had  be  instructed  the 
Chief  Surveyor  of  Otago  to  make  an  inspection 
and  report,  but  the  report  was  there.  But  did 
Mr.  Barron  inform  the  Minister  of  what  he  and 
other  of  the  Lands  and  Survey  officers  had 
already  done  ?  Ko,  he  did  not.  He  did  not 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  According  to  the 
evidence  presented  to  this  House  the  Minister 
of  Lands  remained  totally  ignorant  of  what 
was  going  on.  But  the  Minister  of  Lands  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  desire  of  Mr.  Douglas  to 
sell  the  estate.  In  his  evidence  he  stated  that 
Mr.  Douglas  told  him  he  wished  to  sell  it 
months  before. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Nine  or  ten  months. 

Mr.  GREEN.  — I  said  months  before;  it 
matters  very  little  whether  it  was  nine  or  ten 
months.  It  was  a  very  considerable  length  of 
time  before  that  he  intimated  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands  that  he  wished  to  sell  this  estate, 
and  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  his  evidence  said 
that  he  never  told  Mr.  Douglas  that  he  would 
require  time  to  enable  him  to  consider  the 
matter,  but  that  he  would  require  to  submit 
an  offer,  which  would  have  to  ie  dealt  with  by 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  under  the  Aot.  That 
was  months  before  the  21st  August ;  and,  al- 
though a  deal  of  correspondence  was  carried 
on  between  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  none 
of  which  could  be  produced  because  it  was  not 
official  but  private  and  has  been  destroyed,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
knew  that  Mr.  Douglas  had  made  the  offer  to 
sell,  or  that  any  action  was  being  taken  by  his 
department  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  this 
estate.  He  did  not  know  anything  about  it 
till  the  report  of  the  Board  was  submitted  to 
him,  and  he  forwarded  this  on  to  the  Oovem- 
ment. But,  Sir,  when  we  come  to  the  point 
again  in  the  matter  we  find  that,  to  use  a  very 
common  and  perhaps  vulgar  expression,  the 
oart  again  gets  before  the  horse,  and  we  find 
in  the  evidence  that  the  Surveyor- Qeneral, 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Board,  signed  his 
instructions  to  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
to  hold  their  meeting  prior  to  His  Ezoellenoy 
Mr,  Orun 


the  Oeremor  signing  the  warrant  anthoriBiiig 
the  Board  to  make  the  legal  inquiry,  so  thai 
when  we  arrive  at  this  point  we  find  jnst  Aa 
opposite  to  what  the  Hinister  has  expressed 
had  taken  place  in  this  case,  and  that  offioen; 
instead  of  tbe  Minister,  were  running  the  show, 
and  things  are  reversed,  they  being  ahead  at 
the  Minister  and  the  Oovemor  all  along  the 
line.  We  come  now  to  the  price  of  the  land; 
and  there  is  some  conflict  In  oonnection  with 
the  value  of  the  land,  bu^  it  is  slightly  different 
from  what  the  honourable  memberfor  Waimea- 
Sounds  said  in  connection  with  this  mattec 
He  said  that  Mr.  Stevenson  had  entirely  con- 
tradicted himself  in  his  evidenoe,  beoanse  he 
first  valued  the  land  at  £1  10s.  and  then  at  £1. 
There  is  nothing  contradictory  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Stevenson  said  that  he  would  not  value  the 
land  at  more  than  £1  lOs.  for  any  purpose,  and 
he  himself  would  not  buy  it  for  £1.  He  con- 
sidered that  those  who  were  occupying  the  land 
only  valued  it  at  £1,  because  the  renti^  which 
they  paid  was  only  interest  on  £1  per  acre.  Ha 
said  it  would  not  be  more ;  and  that  is  how  he 
came  to  refer  to  the  land  being  worth  only  £1. 
He  meant  to  and  did  value  it  at  £1  10s.  as 
being  a  fair  price  for  it,  and  he,  of  all  wit- 
nesses, said  that  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  land,  as  he  was  the  manager  of  an 
adjoining  property  and  knew  every  acre  of  Uiis 
Pomahaka  land.  He  had  been  over  it  a  great 
many  times,  and  from  his  experienoe  and  Imow- 
ledge  he  was  able  to  give  the  strongest  evidence 
as  to  the  character  of  the  land.  He  described 
the  stock  on  it,  and  the  condition  in  which  the 
stock  was  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  and  foe 
some  considerable  length  of  tune  before.  The 
other  evidence  in  connection  with  the  Talne  o( 
it  of  an  independent  character  was  that  of 
Mr.  Cameron,  referred  to  by  the  member  fa: 
Ashley.  But  the  great  difference  between 
those  two  gentlemen,  when  we  consider  ihat 
they  were  experts,  is  that  the  one  manages  the 
adjoining  estate,  and  knows  this  property  inti- 
mately, and  had  been  over  it  a  good  many 
times ;  whilst  the  other  gentleman  only  saw  it 
once,  and  that  on  a  Sunday,  for  a  very  short 
time,  he  having  ridden  from  Waatahnns^  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  after  the  in- 
spection he  rode  back  to  Waitahnna  the  same 
day.  Like  the  Chief  Surveyor  of  Otago,  he  on^ 
saw  the  estate  once,  on  the  26th  October,  when 
he  met  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Tumbull,  who  ac- 
companied him  during  his  inspection.  Ton  will 
therefore  sec.  Sir,  that  while  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  estimates  of  viUne  given 
by  these  two  independent  expert  witnesses, — 
practically  the  only  two  independent  witnesses 
who  were  called  to  give  expert  evidenoe  of  the 
value  of  the  land, — there  was  also  a  great 
difference  between  their  opportunities  of  at- 
riving  at  an  estimate.  One  lived  on  and 
managed  the  estate  adjoining,  and  the  other 
lived  twenty-five  miles  away,  and  was  only  on 
the  land  for  an  hour  or  two  on  one  Sniway. 
The  House  can  form  its  ovm  conclusions  as  t» 
which  estimate  is  oorreot.  I  will  not  say  whicft 
one  is  the  more  reliable,  but  leave  the  Hoinaa 
to  form  its  opinion  thereon. 
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Sir.  J.  McKENZIE.— What  about  the  price 
given  by  the  settlers  ? 

Mr.  GREEN. — It  is  too  soon  yet  for  any  one 
to  ezpreaa  an  opinion  upon  that  view  of  the 
case,  bnt  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  has 
already  said  in  hia  speech  to-night  that  there 
was  no  doubt  hia  opponents  would  be  very  glad 
to  induce  these  people  to  believe  that  the  price 
they  paid  was  too  nigh.  I  do  not  think  his 
opponents — I  presume  he  means  his  political 
opponents — have  any  such  desire  as  that.  I,  at 
any  rate,  have  known  some  members  of  this 
House  a  good  many  years,  both  privately  and 
in  a  political  capacity,  and  I  know,  irrespective 
of  what  side  they  are  on  in  politics,  tbey  are 
gentlemen  who  want  to  advance  the  true  inter- 
ests of  the  colony,  and  will  not  for  political 
purposes  do  anything  of  the  kind  that  the 
honourable  member  has  intimated  in  his 
speech  to-night.  The  members  on  this  side 
at  the  House  would  be  glad  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  make  the  settlers  happy,  contented, 
and  prosperous,  without  any  consideration  that 
by  doing  so  they  might  add  to  the  popularity  of 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands.  "  We  should 
require  to  assume  that  such  gentlemen  as  the 
Surveyor-General  of  the  colony,  the  Chief  Sur- 
veyor of  Otago,  and  the  Registrar  of  Deeds 
have  entered  into  a  conspiracy  for  the  purpose 
of  misleading  and  injuring  this  colony,  or 
we  must  exonerate  them  from  anything  aaid 
i^ainst  them,"  said  the  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— That  is  what  you  are 
trying  to  do  now. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Ko,  Sir ;  neither  I  nor  any 
politician  need  be  blamed  for  saying  the  price 
18  high,  when  such  officers  as  Mr.  J.  P.  Mait- 
land  and  Mr.  Marsh,  in  their  official  reports  to 
the  Surveyor-General,  state  that  the  settlers  say 
the  price  is  too  high.  I  am  not  very  much  in- 
fluenced by  what  the  honourable  member  says 
or  thinks.  I  have  known  him  for  many  years, 
and  I  have  heard  him  make  statements  in  re- 
ference to  matters  not  always  in  accordance 
with  my  view  of  the  facts ;  but.  Sir,  we  find 
that  time  is  really  the  best  witness  in  all  these 
cases,  and,  at  any  rate,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  exactly  correct  in  the  opinions  he 
forms  or  the  statements  he  makes.  I  do  not 
require  to  express  an  opinion  about  this  parti- 
cular statement  of  his.  He  himself  asks  this 
House  not  to  assume  for  one  moment  that  his 
judgment  is  not  sound  and  his  opinions  good ; 
but  we  have  been  told  in  the  official  report 
that  thepeople  consider  they  paid  too  high  a 
price.  He  would  not  consider  Mr.  Stevenson's 
opinion  of  the  value  conclusive ;  but,  knowing 
one  of  his  own  officers — a  gentleman  of  whom, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  I  have  as  high  an  opinion 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  has — has  been 
informed  before  this  inquiry  was  commenced 
before  the  Committee,  and  before  this  subject 
had  been  referred  to  in  Parliament,  that  the 
people  considered  that  they  had  paid 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— He  never  saw  the 
report. 

Mr.  GREEN.- He  did. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— Not  the  gentleman 
you  refer  to. 


Mr.  GREEN. — If  he  has  never  seen  the 
report,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  admits 
he  has  never  seen  the  report,  of  course  I  have 
a  right  to  ask  you  to  look  at  the  Surveyor- 
General's  report,  and  there  yon  will  find  that 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Otago  has  reported 
to  him,  and  you  will  also  find  amongst  your 
papers  that  Mr.  March  has  reported  to  the 
Surveyor-General  that  he  is  aware  that  the 
people  in  the  district  consider  that  they  paid 
too  high  a  price  for  this  land.  We  cannot 
assume  that  these  gentlemen  are  influenced  by 
any  politicaJ  feeling,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  they 
have  any  political  colouring  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  So  far  as  the  question  of  price  is 
concerned,  I  say  we  have  the  practical  judg- 
ment of  the  manager  of  the  adjoining  estate, 
and  his  evidence ;  and  we  have  also  on  record 
■the  opinions  of  two  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  officers  in  his  own  department,  and 
that  they  are  aware  the  people  in  that  district 
are  paying  too  high  a  price. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— They  do  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

Mr.  GREEN.— It  is  a  groat  pity  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  say  tbey  do  not  say 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  challenge  you  to  read 
the  report  now. 

Mr.  GREEN. — I  say  those  gentlemen  I  have 
mentioned  do  say  so,  and  any  one  who  reads 
the  evidence  given  at  the  inquiry  will  see  it 
there  ;  but,  Sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  taking 
instructions  from  any  man,  and  certainly  will 
not  obey  any  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
may  give. 

Mr.  Z.  McKENZIE.— They  do  not  read  the 
report. 

Mr.  GREEN. — I  am  giving  a  reason,  and  I 
have  read  these  reports  and  papers,  and  I  will 
stake  my  reputation  as  a  man,  not  as  a  poli- 
tician, that  the  statement  I  make  is  correct : 
but  any  one  who  ventures  to  hold  an  opposite 
opinion  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
especially  if  he  has  the  temerity  to  express  it, 
whether  orally  or  in  writing,  is  a  bitter  op- 
ponent, and  he  is  also  an  enemy  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  country.  We  often  hear  the 
honourable  member  speaking  in  this  way  in 
connection  with  financial  institutions,  com- 
panies, and  banks,  and  the  Tory  Press,  and  we 
have  got  so  accustomed  now  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  read  about  what  the  Tory  Press 
says  of  him  that  if  we  did  not  know  him,  if  we 
were  not  conversant  with  matters,  these  ofS- 
repeated  assertions  of  his  would  make  us  think 
his  statements  were  correct,  and  that  these 
people  had  personal  feelings  against  him,  and 
wrote  merely  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  and 
injuring  him,  instead  of  expressing  their  inde- 
pendent opinions  in  connection  with  the  man 
they  write  about. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  GREEN. — The  honourable  gentleman 
says,  "  Hear,  hear."  That  may  be  his  opinion, 
and  he  is  as  entitled  to  hold  that  opinion  as 
he  is  to  express  it,  but  a  person  who  makes 
a  statement  with  regard  to  individuals  should 
be  prepared  to  prove  what  he  asserts,  but  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1004 


Pomahaka 


[HOUSE.] 


Pwrohtue. 


[Oct.  aO 


boDoui&ble  gentleman  would  find  it  anything 
but  possible  to  prove  balf  bis  accusations.  Sir, 
tbere  was  a  gentleman  whose  name  he  men- 
tioned, and  who  we  all  know  is  connected 
with  one  of  these  companies.  He  made  very 
serious  charges  against  that  gentleman,  and 
asserted  that  he  ought  to  be  in  gaol. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  GREEN. — He  laid  a  charge  against  the 
manager  of  a  financial  company ;  and  from  the 
great  power  the  Minister  possesses  I  am  of 
opinion  that  that  gentleman  who  he  said  de- 
served to  be  in  gaol  would  have  been  put  in 
gaol  had  he  deserved  it,  for  I  Imow  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  sufficiently  well  to  know  that, 
with  the  power  he  can  exercise  against  a  poli- 
tical opponent,  or  any  one  who  ventures  to  hold 
different  opinions  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's, and  especially  if  he  expresses  them,  he 
will  punish  such  a  person  as  severely  as  it  is 
possible  for  him  to  do.  And  if  he  considered 
Mr.  John  MoFarlane  Ritchie  should  have  been 
put  in  gaol  for  the  part  he  played  in  the  dummy 
case  the  Minister  referred  to,  and  as  he  has  not 
been  incarcerated,  then,  I  say,  that  being  the 
case,  knowing  the  Minister  as  well  as  I  do, 
and  knowing  also  the  power  he  possesses  as 
a  Minister  of  the  Grown  to  do  what  he  thinks 
right  to  punish  an  offender,  I  am  driven  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  does  not  think  Mr. 
Ritchie  should  have  been  in  gaol.  At  any 
rate,  if  he  does  and  has  taken  no  steps  to  mete 
out  Mr.  Ritchie's  deserts,  I  charge  the  Minister 
with  a  great  and  grave  dereliction  of  duty. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  taJce  it  only  as  a  figure  of 
speech ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman,  under 
the  heat  of  debate,  possibly  expressed  an  opin- 
ion which  he  did  not  mean ;  and  I  am  very 
much  inclined  to  believe  that  in  his  serious 
moments,  as  Minister  of  Lands,  he  does  not 
believe  this  gentleman  ought  to  be  in  gaol, 
because  I  know,  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's spirit  of  determination,  that  he  would 
have  exercised  his  power  to  put  him  there  if  he 
oould.  I  do  not  want  to  refer  to  what  be  said 
with  regard  to  the  Press,  beyond  expressing  an 
opinion  that  it  is  a  pity  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  say  on  every  possible  occasion  that 
he  does  not  get  justice,  and  that  the  Press 
treats  him  differently  from  any  one  else.  I 
cannot  believe  that  any  portion  of  the  Press 
of  the  colony  is  actuated  with  feelings  which 
prompt  it  to  write  him  down.  I  think  it  deals 
with  him  as  it  does  with  all  other  public 
men  —  that  is,  it  gives  them  a  castigation 
when  it  thinks  they  deserve  it,  and  it  praises 
them  when  it  thinks  they  deserve  praise.  I 
have  several  notes  yet,  but  I  cannot  refer  to 
them,  as  I  hear  the  bell.  I  may  say  that  I  for 
one  do  not  think  this  inquiry  is  worth  the 
money  it  has  cost  the  country.  The  locality  is 
known  to  a  good  many  people,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  part  of  the  colony  has  formed  its 
opinion  of  this  matter,  and  the  evidence  taken 
here  will  strengthen  the  opinion  which  has 
been  expressed.  I  for  one  must  express  my 
regret  that  the  inquiry  was  ever  held,  and  the 
funds  of  the  country  expended  so  injudiciously. 
The  £500  expended  on  this  inquiry  would,  in 
Mr.  Green 


my  opinion,  have  been  more  jodioioiisly  ex- 
pended in  bridging  a  river  or  making  a  road 
to  benefit  the  smuggling  settlers. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— The  honouraUe 
gentlemen  who  have  already  addressed  die 
House  on  this  subject  are  all,  I  believe,  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  that  investigated  this 
matter,  and  they  have  all  spoken  from  an  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  proceedings  eainei 
from  day  to  day  during  the  course  of  the  in- 
quiry. I  and  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  in  common  with  almost  every  one 
outside  the  House,  have  not  had  that  aidvan- 
tage ;  but  I  have  endeavoured,  since  the  report 
was  brought  down,  to  familiarise  myself  widi 
the  salient  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  porpose 
referring  to  these  facts,  as  they  may  be  viewed 
by  members  of  the  House  and  the  public  out- 
side. The  inquiry,  and  the  transaction  the 
inquiry  dealt  with,  seem  to  me  to  give  an  in- 
sight into  the  working  of  the  liand  for  Settle- 
ments Act  which  will  be  very  interesting  to  the 
people  of  the  colony ;  and,  while  I  am  not  going 
to  deal  out  condemnation  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  but  to  endeavour  to  place  the  facts  u 
they  exist,  I  must  at  the  same  time  say  that 
the  public  may  not,  I  think,  be  prepared  for  the 
amount  of  zeal  exhibited  by  certain  gentlemen 
in  connection  with  the  Lands  Department. 
The  public  impression  is  that  officials  are  slow 
to  move.  The  public  should  make  haste  to 
alter  that  impression — under  certain  circum- 
stances. This  matter  presents  itself  to  my 
mind,  after  looking  through  the  evidence,  in 
three  aspects.  First  of  all  we  have  the  Minis- 
ter so  strictly  impartial  that  he  is  absolutely 
ignorant  of  what  is  going  on  in  his  own  depart- 
ment. Then  we  have  the  great  landowner 
graciously  permitting  himself  to  assist  in  ihe 
work  of  land-settlement ;  and  even,  as  he 
says,  "  giving  away  "  his  land.  And  we  have 
a  group  of  zealous  and  active  officers  taking 
upon  themselves  not  only  the  initiation  of  ad- 
ministration but  also  taking  the  onus  of  what 
has  occurred  oS  the  shoulders  of  the  Minister 
who  is  supposed  to  be  responsible.  These  aie 
the  three  aspects;  and  they  remind  ma  of  a 
form  of  picture  not  very  common  nowadays. 
As  the  Minister  of  Lands  referred  to  the 
classics,  I  may  be  permitted  to  go  back  to 
mediseval  times,  and  recall  to  the  memory  of 
honourable  members  a  form  of  picture  called 
a  triptych  —  a  picture  of  three  panels,  the 
centre  one  fixed  to  the  wall,  and  the  two 
others  hinged  to  it  so  as  to  act  as  shutters, 
which,  when  closed,  give  no  idea  of  the  in- 
terior. So,  taking  the  Crown  Lands  Report 
in  connection  wiUi  the  Pomahaka  purchase, 
yon  have,  I  may  say,  a  triptych,  with  the 
shutters  closed, — a  very  ordinary  piece  of  offi- 
cial furniture ;  but  when  they  are  opened,  •* 
we  may  suppose  them  to  be  by  this  inqaiiT, 
you  see  the  three  pictures ;  the  Minister  ia 
the  centre,  naturally  occupying  the  chief  jdaee; 
on  the  left  hand  you  have  the  great  landowner, 
and  on  the  other  the  group  of  officials.  Wa 
might  take  them,  I  think,  in  that  order.  Hoe, 
then,  is  the  Minister,  who  towards  the  end  of 
last  session— on  the  SOth  of  August— hears  of 
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tfae  Pomahaka  Estate,  apparently  for  the  first 
time  in  any  ofBoial  way,  from  a  petition  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Olntha.    He  makes  inquiries,  of  course,  and 

1'ndge  what  his  surprise  must  have  been  when 
le  finds  that  the  machinery  of  his  department 
has  already  been  in  motion  for  a  week  or 
two,  and  that  actually  an  inspection  of  the 
property  has  been  made  four  days  before  t  In 
the  circmnstanoes,  this  might  be  considered 
fortunate,  for  the  subject  was  one  relating  to 
an  estate  in  the  part  of  the  colony  he  repre- 
sented. He  must  have  felt  relieved,  by  the 
action  of  his  ofScials,  from  any  possibility  of 
connivance  in  a  transsustion  that  might  have 
otherwise  had  a  political  complexion,  for  was 
not  the  owner  of  this  estate  an  elector  in  the 
oonstitnency  that  he  was  about  to  contest? 
How  natural  it  was  to  have  the  whole  aSair 
introduced  by  a  petition,  and  how  fortunate  to 
have  the  procedure  for  purchase  actually  com- 
menced without  his  having  had  anything  to  do 
with  it  1  As  to  the  petition,  it  has  a  history 
which  I  will  not  anticipate  at  the  present 
moment.  I  refer  to  the  petition  at  this  point 
merely  to  recall  the  fact  to  the  recollection  of 
my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
thiat  when  trouble  afterwards  arose  he  declared 
vehemently  he  would  take  his  stand  upon  that 
petition.  I  wish  he  had  better  ground  to  stand 
an.  It  apparently  was  a  genuine  petition  signed 
by  802  persons ;  but,  then,  petitions  are  often 
misleading.  In  this  instance,  however,  the 
Hinister  had  an  assistant  who  knew  all  about 
it  —  Mr.  John  Douglas  Ritchie,  head  of  the 
Stock  Department,  the  nephew  of  the  man 
whose  land  these  302  petitioners  prayed  should 
be  cut  up.  Mr.  Bitcnie  was  able  to  tell  the 
Minister  all  about  the  land,  and  the  desire  of 
his  uncle  to  promote  settlement.  Five  days 
afterwards  the  Minister  of  Lands  recommends 
ttte  Qovemor  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
mider  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  By  the 
31th  of  the  month  the  report  of  the  Land  Pur- 
ehase  Board  is  submitted  to  him  in  Wellington. 
On  the  same  day  an  offer  is  made  by  telegram 
to  lit.  Douglas,  and  a  few  days  after  it  is  ac- 
cepted. So  we  see  that,  within  six  weeks  after 
the  Minister  has  become  aware  of  Pomahaka 
being  available,  another  great  estate  in  the 
oolony  is  "  busted."  It  is  said  that  if  that  es- 
tate had  not  been  "  busted  "  its  owner  must 
haTe  "  busted."  I  gather  from  the  evidence  laid 
before  the  Committee  that  the  income  from 
the  estate  was  £228  and  the  outgoings  £675 
a  year ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  unfortunate 
owner  was  pressed  hsjdly  by  some  impor- 
tunate creditors.  But,  even  if  that  were  so, 
what  is  this  but  a  double  advantage  —  the 
colony  achieving  the  purchase  of  another  big 
estate,  and  the  landowner  being  relieved  of 
large  liabilities  7  That  is  the  great  central  pic- 
toie  of  the  Minister.  Now  we  will  turn  to  that 
on  the  left  hand — that  of  the  great  patrician 
^-curiously  enough,  one  of  the  very  class  the 
Hinister  of  Lands  was  denouncing  to-night, 
one  of  those  large  landowners  of  the  colony, 
one  of  the  "  sociiS  pests,"  for  he  appears  in  the 
black  list  of  1891  as  the  owner  of  no  less  than 


41,199  acres :  that  is,  he  is  a  man  borne  down 
by  the  hateful  land-tax  in  its  worst  form  be. 
cause  the  Pomahaka  Estate  had  been  left  unim- 
proved. But,  humanly  speaking,  I  suppose  he 
had  the  feelings  of  his  kind,  and  mi^t  say^ 
like  another  representative  of  an  afflicted  class, 
"  Hath  not  a  great  landowner  eyes?  Hath  not 
a  great  landowner  hands  ?  ...  If  you  prick 
us,  do  we  not  bleed  ?  If  yon  tickle  us,  do  we 
not  laugh  7  If  you  poison  us,  do  we  not  die  7 
And  if  you  vrrong  us,  shall  we  not  revenge  1 " 
If  these  were  his  thoughts,  be  must  have  dis- 
sembled. He  would  appear  above  revenge — 
as  overflowing  with  charity  and  sacrifice  for 
the  public  good.  Only,  a  marked  man  like  him 
— a  great  landowner  and  "  social  pest " — could 
not  openly  succeed  in  becoming  a  public  bene- 
factor. Fortunately  there  was  a  way.  He  had 
a  nephew  in  the  public  service.  We  cannot 
too  much  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the 
relationships  which  outsiders  sometimes  have 
with  trusted  men  in  the  public  service.  Mr. 
Douglas  has  a  nephew  in  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment— Mr.  John  Douglas  Ritchie  before  men- 
tioned— who  knows  all  about  the  Pomahaka 
Estate  being  fit  for  close  settlement,  and  not 
such  as  should  be  used  only  for  sheep.  What 
does  Mr.  Douglas  do  ?  It  is  not  enough  that 
he  has  this  nephew  who  is  in  favour  with  a 
Liberal  Minister :  there  must  be  some  move- 
ment from  without  as  well.  He  sets  to  work,  . 
apparently,  to  make  public  opinion.  He  sits 
down  and  draws  up  a  petition.  Now,  I  regret 
to  say  that  Mr.  Douglas  for  some  time  showed 
considerable  hesitation  in  admitting  that  he 
was  the  author  of  that  petition. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— He  admitted  it  right 
off. 

Mr.  a.  HT7T0HIS0N.— For  a  long  time  he- 
denied  the  merit. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  not  prepared 
to  hear  the  Minister  admit  he  knew  so  much 
of  what  was  going  on.  I  was  certainly  under 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Douglas  would  not  in  the 
first  instance  admit  that  he  drew  the  petition 
up ;  and  it  would  have  been  very  peculiar  if  he- 
had  announced  himself  its  author.  It  was  not 
a  petition  from  himself.  Let  us  see  what  the 
petition  says.  It  purports  to  emanate  from 
"settlers  and  would-be  settlers";  but,  as  the 
facts  are  now  disclosed,  there  was  no  movement 
among  "settlers"  or  "would-be  settlers"  at 
all.  There  was  no  committee,  no  band :  only  a 
solitary  man,  with  the  last  peremptory  demand 
from  the  bank  calling  up  his  overdraft  before 
him,  sitting  down  in  his  house  at  Mount  Royal 
to  manufacture  public  opinion.  And  this  is 
how  he  does  it: — 

"Unto  the  Honourable  the  Minister  ot 
Lands." 

Mark  the  title— "Unto  the  Bonourable  the 
Minister  of  Lands." 

••  The  petition  of  the  undersigned  settlers  and- 
wonld-be  settlers  in  Clutha  County  and  neigh- 
bourhood, in  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago^ 
humbly  showeth." 

We  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  at  this  mo- 
ment there  was  not  a  single  "  settler  **  or 
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"yrould-be  settler"  turning  his  attention  to 
PomahnJoi.,  and  yet  ve  proceed  to  find  Mr. 
Douglas  confidently  anticipating  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  unknown  as  follows : — 

"That  your  petitioners  have  watched  with 
pleasurable  satisfaction  the  facilities  for  settle- 
ment afforded  by  your  GoTemment  in  offering 
practical  opportunity  for  so  doing  upon  New 
Zealand  lands." 

Fancy  the  magnanimity  of  this  "social  pest" 
suggesting  that  the  public  express  their  "  plea- 
surable satisfaction  "  with  the  administration 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  I  Bat  no,  it  ia  not 
he ;  the  expression  is  to  be  that  of  petitioners, 
whose  opinions  are  being  moulded  for  them, 
even  at  the  sacrifice  by  Mr.  Douglas  of  all  he 
holds  dear.  So  he  goes  on  and  describes  the 
sort  of  land  which  the  Government  should  ob- 
tain for  close  settlement.  Among  other  things 
the  petition  says, — 

"  That  land  to  be  thoroughly  suited  for  close 
settlement  should  be  really  fitted  for  growing 
welt  both  cereals,  turnips,  and  English  grass. 
But  there  is  no  open  land  of  that  quality  in 
this  quarter  now  in  the  hands  of  Government." 

Without  pause  the  petition  goes  on, — 

"That  were  Government  procuring  land  in 
this  district  b^  purchase  for  settlement  pur- 
poses, possessing  these  qualities,  this  would 
then  place  it  within  reaon  of  settlers  to  take 
advantage  of  any  favourable  opportunity  for 
either  cropping,  or  rearing  or  fattening  stock, 
as  from  time  to  time  may  practically  be  found 
most  profitable." 

Again  it  enlarges, — 

"  That  land  thus  capable  of  cultivation 
Afiords,  over  and  above  the  advantages  of  ordi- 
nary grazing,  facilities  for  artificially  feeding, 
rearing,  and  growing  fat  lambs  for  export,  as 
well  as  for  fattening  off  at  an  early  age  the 
class  of  long-wool  sheep  for  freezing,  now  most 
lashionable  as  well  as  profitable." 

That  was  the  sort  of  land,  apparently,  that  it 
was  desirable  to  have,  and  that  the  signatories 
sought  to  obtain,  for  the  purposes  of  close  set- 
tlement. And  now  the  petition  approaches  the 
point : — 

"  That  a  property  possessing  the  above  quali- 
ties, and  of  maiden  soil,  is  located  almost  m  our 
midst,  and  could,  we  believe,  be  secured  by  your 
Government  on  reasonable  terms — namely,  the 
Fomahaka  Downs,  the  property  of  Mr.  John 
Douglas,  Mount  Koyal,  Falmerston  South,  and 
oontainiog  about  7,500  acres." 

But  drafting  a  petition  is  not  the  only  thing 
Mr.  Douglas  seems  to  have  done  in  the  way  of 
educating  public  opinion.  He  seems  to  have 
also  tuned  that  mighty  organ  the  Press  with 
its  diapason  stops,  eJthough  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  some  doubt  has  been  suggested  as 
to  the  authorship  of  a  certain  leading  article  in 
the  local  newspaper.  If  the  Bill  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  Minister  of  Lands — his  Libel 
Bill — had  been  in  force  the  article  must  have 
been  signed,  and  then  we  should  have  heard 
nothing  as  to  the  disputed  authorship.  Now, 
Mi.  Douglas  insists  that  he  was  the  writer  of 
that  leader;  but  the  editor  of  the  newspaper 
-denies  the  claim.  He  says  that  all  he  got  from 
lir.  G.  Butehiwn 


Mr.  Douglas  was  a  few  "  aspects  "  of  the  land 
as  seen  through  a  good  glass  of  whiskey,  and 
that  the  only  article  Mr.  Douglas  gave  him 
was  a  cigar.  Well,  whoever  be  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  this  leader  I  must  leave  in  doubt, 
although  I  must  say  that  not  only  in  the  leading 
article  but  in  the  petition  there  is  a  fiaTotur  oi 
whiskey. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Is  that  part  of  the  evi- 
dence? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yes,  it  is  part  of  the 
evidence  that  Mr.  Douglas  claimed  the  aathor- 
ship  of  the  leading  s^rticle,  and  that  the  editcr 
would  not  admit  any  oontribution  beyond  a 
cigar  and  some  "  aspects  "  of  the  land  as  seen 
through  a  good  glass  of  whiskey.  Well,  this 
petition,  backed  by  the  thunders  of  the  Press, 
was  signed  by  302  "settlers  and  wonld-be 
settlers," — none  of  whom,  however,  took  up 
any  land  on  the  block  when  they  afterwards 
had  the  opportunity, — and  was  followed  up  by 
a  formal  oner  of  the  land  at  £3  10s.  an  aora  on 
the  21st  August  to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  in  Dunedin,  who  on  the  next  day  ao- 
knowledged  receipt.  So  you  see  there  was  no 
time  lost.  The  petition  was  meanwhile  soon 
on  its  way  to  Wellington,  where  it  was  pre- 
sented on  the  SOth  August.  But  a  week  before, 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  John  Douglas 
Ritchie,  the  departmental  machinery  had  been 
set  in  motion ;  and  on  the  very  date  of  Mr.  John 
Douglas's  application,  and  before  it  reached 
its  destination,  he  met  the  Chief  Surveyor,  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  ground.  All  this  was,  ii  not  a 
coincidence,  one  of  those  happy  conjunctions 
that  redeem  our  public  affairs  from  the  charge 
of  being  too  slowly  or  too  elaborately  con- 
ducted. Mr.  Adams  went  to  Fomahaka,  and 
there  met  Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  Adams  afterwards 
sent  in  a  report,  other  movements  followed, — to 
be  referred  to  later  on, — and,  eventually,  in 
less  than  a  month  Mr.  Douglcks  got  an  offer 
from  Wellington  of  £2  lOs.  an  acre ;  and  then 
Mr.  Douglas  telegraphs  to  the  Surveyor- Gene- 
ral to  try  to  get  the  Minister  to  "  split  the 
difference,"  and  make  the  price  £3  sin  acre. 
This  telegram  must  be  admitted  as  somewhat 
unfortunate.  The  very  idea  of  a  Minister  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duty  "  splitting  the 
difference"  is  too  much  to  suppose.  The 
Surveyor-GenereJ,  however,  told  the  Minister 
that  he  did  not  think  the  Act  contemplated 
the  Minister  offering  a  higher  price  than  the 
Board  recommended.  Consequently  he  replied. 
No,  there  was  to  be  no  "  splitting  of  the  duffei- 
ence,"  and  Mr.  Douglas  then  reluctantly  ac- 
cepted, and,  as  he  says,  virtually  gave  away  the 
land  I  But  he  is  not  in  the  least  hurt  about 
it,  or,  at  any  rate,  he  does  not  show  any 
annoyance.  A  week  after  getting  tiie  money 
—£18,656 — from  the  Treasury  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Minister  of  Lsjids,  wherein  he 
called  the  Minister  "  Dear  MoKenzie."  And — 
following  out  what  occurred  very  soon  after- 
Mr.  Douglas,  although  suffering  from  indi- 
gestion, or  influenza,  or  some  other  complaint, 
actually  uravels  six  miles  to  the  poll  and  re- 
cords his  vote — for  whom,  of  course,  we  do  not 
know.    Thus  we  have  the  great  central  figure, 
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and  thna  we  have  the  first  leaf  in  this  triple 
{uotare.  Now  we  turn  to  the  second  leal, 
which  disclosea  the  ofScial  group.  I  may  here 
remind  you  of  a  curious  thing  that  sometimes 
bappens  when  viewing  those  old  pictures.  The 
•rtist  by  a  stroke  of  genius  sometimes  succeeds 
in  making  the  oentraJ  figure  appear  difierently 
in  association  with  one  or  other  of  the  sides. 
In  association  with  the  one  side,  for  instance, 
the  central  figure  may  appear  severe,  even  for- 
bidding; while,  in  association  with  the  other 
■ide,  you  will  be  caught  thinking  that  there 
18  a  smile  gathering  on  the  countenance,  a 
twinkling  of  the  eye; — you  might  almost  be- 
lieve the  eye  is  winking  1  Of  course,  that  is  an 
optical  illusion.  However  that  may '  be,  we 
naturally  associate  the  great  central  figure  of 
the  Minister  with  his  subordinates.  And  with 
them  we  have  now  to  do.  We  do  not  know  ex- 
actly when  the  official  communications  began ; 
— that  with  which  the  appendix  of  documents 
accompanying  the  report  opens  is  a  telegram 
dated  the  Slat  of  August  from  Hr.  Barron, 
the  Under-Secretary  for  Crown  Lands  in  Wel- 
lington, informing  Mr.  Maitland,  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Xiands  in  Dunedin,  that  Mr.  Adams, 
the  Chief  Surveyor,  has  been  instructed  to  in- 
spect the  PomahakEL  Downs  property.  We  do 
not  get  the  communication  to  Mr.  Adams  au- 
thorising him  to  do  this.  That  must  have 
come  from  the  Surveyor-General. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No;  it  went  direct  from  Mr. 
Buton. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  that  is  not  set 
out  in  the  evidence  or  in  the  appendix  of  doou- 
znents,  but  I  accept  the  correction  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee and  no  doubt  followed  the  evidence 
as  it  was  taken.  Well,  this  telegram  states 
two  things  ;  it  states  that  Mr.  Adams  has 
been  instructed,  and  it  refers  to  "  Begg's  office 
for  boundaries."  So  that  the  department  in 
Wellington  was  familiar  with  all  the  bearings 
of  the  subject — no  doubt  by  information  from 
Uncle  John  to  Nephew  John  in  Wellington. 
Well,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  ib  has 
been  explained  that  this  telegram  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Adams  so  as  to  save  time  and  expense, 
because  he  was  in  the  same  part  of  the  district, 
inspecting  another  property  called  "  the  Comical 
HiUs,"  But,  as  it  turns  out,  this  property 
was  not  properly  the  subject  of  any  inquiry 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  because 
the  proprietor  only  desired  to  exchange  it  for 
other  Crown  lands-— a  proceeding  which  was  not 
authorised  at  the  time  and  has  not  been  since 
by  any  legislation — so  that  it  may  be  said  Mr. 
Adams  was  inspecting  a  property  that  could 
not  he  acquired,  but  which  was  fortunately 
near  to  Pomahaka  which  could  be  acquired  and 
was  apparently  intended  to  be  acquired.  We 
find,  tnen,  that  Mr.  Adams,  accompanied  by 
the  Land  Banger,  inspected  tiiis  property  ;  but 
they  were  so  pressed  for  time  that  they  were 
only  two  hours  on  it.  Pomahaka  is  a  Wge 
property — over  seven  thousand  acres  in  extent — 
and  upon  it  the  scenery  is  very  varied,  if  one 
can  jndge  from  the  fact  that,  besides  pos- 
all  the  ohaims  so  glowingly  touoned 


on  in  the  petition,  it  has  also  a  coal-mine 
which  has  been  burning  for  the  last  thirty 
years.  A  two  hours'  inspection  consequently 
could  only  give  an  approximate  estimate.  Mr. 
Adams,  referring  to  the  inspection  by  the 
Banger  and  himself,  says,  "  I  do  not  suppose 
that  the  land  will  be  bought  on  our  valuation, 
as  I  see  that  clause  3  of  the  Act  provides  for  a 
Land  Purchase  Board."  So  it  is  quite  clear 
that  so  far  there  was  no  real  valuation  of 
the  property  at  all.  The  SOth  September  was 
a  busy  day  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
First  of  all  Mr.  Barron  wires  "  urgent "  to  Mr. 
Maitland  in  Dunedin  for  the  valuation  by  Mr. 
Adams.  Mr.  Maitland  replies  from  Dunedin, 
giving  the  approximate  valuation.  Mr.  Smith, 
the  Surveyor- General,  in  Wellington,  minutes 
that  if  the  report  be  favourable  the  matter  is 
to  proceed.  Then  we  come  to  the  4th  October. 
That  is  an  exciting  day.  The  Minister  advises 
the  issue  of  a  warrant  under  the  Act.  The 
Conunissioner  of  Taxes,  Mr.  Crombie, — in  reply 
no  doubt  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Smith,  %^o 
was  on  that  date  at  the  Cheviot, — recommends 
Mr.  Dallas  as  the  valuer.  On  the  same  day 
Mr.  Smith  wires  to  Mr.  Maitland  in  Dunedin 
to  employ  Mr.  Dallas,  and  on  the  same  day 
Mr.  MadUand  directs  Mr.  Dallas,  at  Balclutba, 
to  proceed.  "  Who  is  this  Mr.  Dallas  ?  "  may 
be  naturally  asked  at  this  stage.  Well,  Mr. 
Dallas  is  a  gentleman  who  a  year  or  two 
before  had  valued  FcmaheJca  for  land-tax  pur- 
poses at  £2  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  may  be  said  to 
nave  known  something  about  it.  On  the  next 
day,  the  5th  September,  Mr.  Smith  telegraphs 
to  Mr.  Barron  asking  whether  the  Pomahaka 
matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Board.  It  is 
observable  that  every  precaution  in  the  way  of 
saving  time  was  token  in  advance.  Mr.  Smith 
bad  already  left  Wellington,  and  was  hastening 
on  from  Cheviot  or  Christchurch,  or  wherever 
he  was,  to  attend  a  meeting  in  Dunedin  of  the 
Board  to  decide  on  the  purchase,  or,  rather,  to 
recommend  it.  However,  this  is  only  another 
example  of  the  zeal  which  actuated  those 
officers  hurrying  hither  and  thither,  and  led 
them  to  anticipate  the  slower  movements  of 
the  heavier  bodies  in  Wellington,  for  wo  know 
now  that  it  was  not  until  two  days  after  the 
meeting  was  arranged  that  the  warrant  for 
the  Board  to  meet  was  issued.  It  was  not 
until  the  6th  the  Governor  directs  the  Board 
to  inquire.  On  the  7th  Mr.  Smith  sends  a 
wire  to  Mr.  Maitland,  asking  if  Dallas  was 
instructed.  Mr.  Maitland  replies  that  he 
has  been,  and  also  wires  Mr.  Dallas  "Very 
urgent "  to  bring  in  the  plan  by  a  particular 
day,  yet  doubts  if  he  will  be  ready  in  time. 
They  little  knew  Dallas  I  He  was  the  man  for 
an  emergency.  Having  passed  Sunday  on  the 
Burning  Plains,  he  was  in  Dunedin  by  Monday 
night,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  was  writing 
out  bis  report  in  the  Board-room,  giving  his 
valuation  at  £2  10s.  an  acre.  On  the  same 
day  the  Board  sat,  and  resolved  next  day  to 
recommend  the  purchase  at  Mr.  Dallas's  vslua- 
tion.  Amid  such  haste  it  is  not  strange  that 
one  or  two  things  were  overlooked.  First  of 
all,  the  Act  requires  that  the  land  shall  be 
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Buch  as  can  be  ont  up  in  ureas  o{  S90  acres 
or  lose ;  but  the  reports — all  of  tbem  —  are 
otherwise.  It  also  requires  that  there  shall  be 
a  demand  in  the  district  for  such  land;  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  that.  The  petition 
might  have  indicated  it,  but  Mr.  Smith  says 
the  Board  knew  nothing  about  the  petition. 
Mr.  Smith  is  back  in  Wellington  by  the  25th 
September,  and  lays  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  before  the  Minister,  and  the  pur- 
chase is  promptly  concluded,  as  already  indi- 
cated. Then  the  election  takes  place,  after,  of 
course,  the  money  is  paid.  On  the  20th  of 
February,  1894,  the  land  is  thrown  open  for 
selection,  but  unfortunately,  little  more  than 
half  of  it  is  taken  up.  Since  then  some  more 
selections  have  been  made — a  couple  of  them 
by  ladies  who  appear  to  be  absentees.  But 
the  Minister  is  still  hopeful  that  the  land  so 
bought  will  be  all  settled.  Let  us  hope  so,  if 
only  to  crown  the  zeal  of  those  who  so  fill  the 
third  picture  with  life  and  movement.  Look- 
ing at  the  triptych  in  its  completeness  it  is  a 
matter  of  some  little  embarrassment  which  of 
those  three  pictures  most  to  admire — the 
masterly  inactivity  of  the  Minister,  the  more 
than  masterful  activity  of  the  officials,  or  the 
self-sacrifice  of  the  patrician.  There  is  the 
choice,  which  others  shall  determine.  I  am 
not  going  to  say  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  either  right  or  wrong,  or  who  drew  it 
up,  though  I  must  compliment  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimea-Sounds,  if  it  were  he,  on 
his  style  and  literary  finish,  which  are  so  very 
like  those  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  ap- 
peared as  counsel  for  the  Minister  before  the 
Committee.  If  the  honourable  member  was 
the  author  of  the  report  he  submitted  to  the 
Committee  and  which  they  adopted,  I  can 
only  congratulate  him  upon  having  so  success- 
fully imitated  so  excellent  a  model. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  — Sir,  I  think  it  hardly  fair 
that  the  Minister  should  be  called  on  to  reply 
immediately  after  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea,  because  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  after  that  honourable  gentleman's  descrip- 
tion of  the  middle  picture  the  Minister  would 
like  to  have  time  to  collect  his  thoughts ;  and 
so  I  shall  say  a  few  words  on  this  Pomahaka 
purchase.  First  of  all  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
the  inquiry  itself,  and  the  body  before  which  the 
inquiry  took  place.  We  know  now  pretty  well  by 
experience  what  an  inquiry  before  a  Committee 
set  up  on  party  lines  is.  We  have  now  had 
many  years'  experience  of  what  Parliamentary 
Committee  inquiries  are,  and  this  is  only  one 
of  a  very  long  series  of  inquiries  which  a&ect 
individuals  where  no  justice  is  given  whatever, 
and  resolutions  are  come  to  by  the  Committee 
not  in  accordance  with  the  evidence.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  was  set 
up  to  inquire  into  this  matter.  In  speaking  of 
the  Conunittee  itself,  let  me  say  that  two  of 
the  speakers — one,  at  any  rate — said  the  blame 
as  regards  its  cost  rests  on  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie. Now,  there  is  no  portion  of  the  evi- 
dence which  can  for  a  moment  show  that  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  desired  the  inquiry  or  asked 
for  it.  The  Committee  was  set  np  by  the 
Mr,  O.  HtUchiion 


Minister  himself,  and  Mi.  Soobie  'M«^lra«.«j^ 
was  asked  to  attend  it ;  and  I  shonld  also  lUw 
to  point  out  that  a  most  unusual  course  was 
adopted  with  regturd  to  the  Committee — that, 
instead  of  the  Committee  hearing  the  evidonos 
and  discussing  it  for  themselves,  and  coming 
to  a  resolution  from  the  evidence  submitted, 
this  unusual  course  was  adopted:  that  the 
Minister,  who  was  a  member,  ai>santed  >»i»»ioi»i* 
from  the  Committee,  and  put  in  his  place 
counsel  to  represent  him. 
Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— No. 
Mr.  ALLEN. — If  be  did  not  repteeent  th» 
Minister,  whom  did  he  represent  7 
Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— "rhe  department- 
Mr.  ALLEN. — Oh,  no ;  not  t^e  department. 
Counsel  was  there  to  represent  the  Minister. 
I  happened  to  be  present  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  the  Minister  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  remain  there,  but  that  Dr.  Fitehett  would 
remain  to  represent  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  making  a  statement  that  is  not  oonect. 
I  never  made  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  WeU,  I  will  not  press  the 
point ;  it  is  immaterial  whether  coonsel  repre- 
sented the  Minister  or  the  department.  The 
Minister  is  head  of  the  department,  and  there- 
fore it  may  be  presumed  that,  at  any  rate,  he 
did  represent  the  Minister  as  well  as  the  oth« 
members  of  the  department,  and  the  SGnis- 
ter  was  the  chief  person  represented.  As  has 
been  pointed  out  oy  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City,  and  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  the  counsel  practically  drew  up 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  these  Committees  of  inquiry,  there 
is  one  fact  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to,  and  that  is  this :  that,  althoogfa 
the  Minister  considers  it  fair  to  set  up  a 
Committee  of  this  kind,  ruled  really  by  a 
majority  of  his  own  supporters, — althoogh  it  is 
fair  for  him  to  set  up  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  his  own  conduct, — on  other  oooasions 
he  does  not  tbink  fit  to  set  up  a  similar  Com- 
mittee. I  refer  particularly  to  a  question 
which  came  up  in  the  House  some  three  or 
four  years  ago,  in  reference  to  an  ez-member, 
Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson.  He  was  accnaed  by 
the  present  Minister  of  Lands — perhaps  I  am 
wrong  in  saying  he  was  aocused,  bat  this 
statement  was  made  by  the  Minister  in  regaid 
to  certain  runs  in  the  South :  that  Mr.  Camp- 
bell— who  is  now  dead — set  ont  on  his  way  to 
Wellington,  and  on  the  steamer  said  that  he 
had  practically  come  up  to  influence  the  Minis- 
ter with  regard  to  setting  aside  certain  nms 
for  sale.  Mr.  Bichardson,  whose  honour  was 
impugned  on  that  occasion,  asked  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  inquiry  should  be  set  np,  and  was 
willing  that  the  Committee  should  consist  of 
any  members  the  Minister  liked  to  propose. 
He  apparently  did  not  care  whether  or  not  the 
Committee  appointed  was  all  of  aovemment 
supporters ;  but  when  he  wanted  a  fair  and 
proper  inquiry  it  was  not  granted  on  that  ocea- 
sion.  What  I  want  to  ask  is,  if  it  is  right 
and  fair  to  set  up  a  Conunittee  to  inquire  into 
this  particular  purchase  of  Pomahaka  and  aD 
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things  connected  with  it,  was  it  not  equally 
tail  to  set  up  an  inquiry  on  behalf  of  a  member 
of  the  House  who  had  been  a  Minister  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  principal  witness 
was  dead. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Is  that  all  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  gay  in  excuse  ?  Was  there  not 
sufficient  evidence?  Had  he  evidence  in  his 
own  knowledge  that  was  sufficient  to  give  to  a 
Commiltee  to  prove  the  allegation  that  he 
made,  or  not?  If  he  had  not,  then  I  say  he 
ought  not  to  have  made  the  accusation  he  did 
in  the  House.  At  any  rate,  nobody  can  deny 
that  if  it  was  fair  in  oae  case  to  set  up  a  Oom 
mittee  it  was  still  more  fair  and  right  that 
it  should  be  set  up  in  the  other  case,  when 
the  personal  honour  of  an  ex-member  of  the 
Ministry  was  concerned ;  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand, except  upon  political  grounds  — and, 
unfortunately,  political  grounds  influence  us 
to  a  much  larger  extent  than  they  ought  to  in- 
fluence us — why  the  Committee  on  that  occa- 
sion was  refused.  Refused  it  was ;  and  I  say  it 
was  eminently  unfair  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kichard- 
son  that  it  was  refused.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  this  Committee,  it  has  been 
blamed  by  more  than  one  speaker  to  Mr. 
Scobie  Maokensie  as  regards  its  cost. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — "  Hear,  hear,"  says  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  as  I  said 
before,  did  not  demand  the  Committee ;  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  he  only  came  on  its 
invitation.  What  he  did  offer  was  this :  to 
meet  the  Minister  of  Lands  upon  the  public 

Slatform  on  this  question ;  and  that  offer  was 
eclined. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— He  never  did. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  Does  the  Minister  say  he 
never  did  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No ;  he  never  did. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — You  never  declined  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.- 1  never  declined,  and 
he  never  did. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  say  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie asked  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  meet 
him  on  the  platform  at  PalmcrstOD,  and  the 
Minister  did  not  turn  up. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  making  a  statement  that  is  not  true. 

Hon.  Mbmbers. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.- The  honourable  gentle- 
man iB  saying  what  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Did  I  rightly  understand 
the  honourable  member  to  say  that  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  challenged  the  Minister,  or  that  Mr. 
Bichardxon  challenged  him? 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  say  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie offered  to  meet  the  Minister  on  the 
platform  at  Palmerston,  and  I  will  accept  no 
statement  from  the  Minister  that  what  I  say  is 
untrue.     I  nay  it  is  the  absolute  fact. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  should  know  the 
facts  myself,  seeing  that  I  was  the  individual 
referred  to.  I  did  get  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie,  not  ohalleiiging  me  to  meet 
him  on  the  platform,  but  telling  me  that  he 
intended  to  be  in  Palmerston  that  night,  and 
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that  I  oonld  have  the  use  of  the  hall  if  I  ohose 
to  go  there.    He  made  no  challenge. 

Mr.  TANNER.- What  would  that  decide— 
substituting  an  excited  public  meeting  for  a 
judicial  Committee  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — The  honourable  gentleman 
calls  a  Committee  of  the  House  with  seven 
members  of  the  Government  against  three  or 
four  of  the  opposite  party  "a  judicial  Com- 
mittee." Has  the  honourable  gentleman  no 
experience  of  Committees  in  this  House?  He 
has  been  here  quite  long  enough,  I  am  sura, 
to  know  that,  if  a  Committee  of  the  House 
with  seveti  Government  supporters  on  it  and 
four  Opposition  members  is  set  up  to  inquire 
into  any  matter  dealing  with  a  Minister,  it 
is  absolutely  certain  to  make  a  particular 
report,  and  we  know  perfectly  well,  even  be- 
forehand, what  that  report  will  be.  I  say 
that  no  Committee  of  this  House  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  is  a  judicial  Committee  in 
any  respect  whatever.  Now  with  respect  to 
this  particular  Committee.  There  are  a 
good  many  facts  in  connection  with  it  which, 
if  honourable  members  read  the  evidence, 
would  become  patent  to  them.  If  they  had 
risen  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea,  and  taken  in  all  the  details,  they 
would  become  conversant  with  this  certain  fact: 
that,  as  regards  the  administration  of  this  Act 
dealing  with  the  purchase  of  private  lands, 
there  is,  at  any  rate,  this  amount  of  doubt: 
that  any  purchase  that  may  be  made  of  private 
property  may  be  made  through  undue  influence. 
I  do  not  blame  the  Minister,  I  do  not  say  he 
knows,  but  it  is  open  to  this  interpretation  that 
the  purchase  of  private  lands  under  this  Act 
may  be  subject  to  undue  influence.  That  it 
was  so  in  this  case  I  do  not  mean  to  state,  but 
I  say  all  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  you 
can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the 
individual  who  wished  to  sell  the  land  was  very 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  it.  that  he  had  a  mortgage 
and  the  money  was  called  up  by  the  mortgagee, 
and  he  had  only  a  certain  time  to  pay  it  in, 
and  if  not  paid  at  a  certain  date  the  property 
would  be  sold  up.  Under  this  anxiety,  having 
a  friend  here — 1  do  not  say  the  friend  had  any 
undue  influence  on  the  purchase,  but  certainly 
the  friend  had  something  to  do  with  the  nego- 
tiations and  the  starting  of  them  —  I  say, 
putting  all  these  facts  together,  we  can  come  to 
no  other  conclusion  but  that  there  is  an  ele- 
ment of  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  this  particu- 
lar property  for  settlement  purposes  at  the 
price  at  which  it  was  purchased.  Will  any 
honourable  member  deny  that  in  other  cases 
similar  influences  may  not  be  brought  to  bear, 
and  that  the  Miniuter,  not  being  familiar  with 
the  property  nor  conversant  with  the  facts, 
might  come  to  a  wrong  conclusion?  What 
has  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  been  accused  of? 
He  has  been  accused  of  pointing  to  the  Minis- 
ter as  being  improperly  influenced,  and  doing 
a  wrong  thing  with  regard  to  this  particular 
purchase.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  made  no 
accusation,  but  only  pointed  out  certain  things 
which  may  happen  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  laad ;  and  that  such  events  did  take 
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place  is  borne  ont  by  the  evideoM  in  this  par- 
ticular case ;  and,  if  these  things  happen  in 
one  case,  I  say  they  may  happen  in  another. 
The  landowner  may  take  the  same  oonrse  as 
was  taken  in  this  case,  in  whioh  the  owner  got 
up  what  I  think  may  fairly  be  described  as 
aboguB  petition  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid 
of  land  which  he  was  particularly  anxious  to 
get  rid  of,  and  which,  if  he  did  not  get  rid  of 
by  a  certain  date,  would  have  been  sold  by  the 
bank.  That  points  to  this :  that  if  that  has 
been  done  in  one  case  it  may  be  done  in  a 
dozen  others.  Now  with  regard  to  this  peti- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  dwell  upon  the  facts 
which  have  been  brought  out  in  the  evidence, 
nor  upon  the  facts  which  have  been  adduced 
by  other  honourable  memben  in  speaking  on 
this  question ;  but  there  are  other  facts  which 
I  do  not  think  ate  recorded  in  the  evidence, 
bat  of  which  I  know  myself  personally.  This 
petition  was  signed  by  802  persons,  all  pur- 
porting to  be  settlers  and  farmers.  What  I 
enow  for  a  fact  is  this :  that,  although  many 
of  those  people  have  signed  as  settlers,  a  good 
many  of  them  cannot  he  described  as  settlers 
in  any  sense  of  the  word.  Honourable  mem- 
bers know  that  paid  canvassers  were  sent 
round  to  gather  signatures  to  this  petition. 
Honourable  members  perhaps  do  not  know 
this,  but  I  assure  them  it  is  a  fact,  within 
my  own  knowledge,  that  these  paid  canvassers 
went  to  individuals  not  residing  at  Pomahaka, 
but  residing  in  the  Township  of  Balolutha, 
and  asked  them  to  sign  the  petition.  Those 
asked  were  indifferent,  as  many  people  are, 
about  signing  petitions,  and  they  offered  to 
sign  it;  and  I  know  that  in  a  particular  in- 
stance they  signed  their  names,  and  were  pro- 
ceeding to  write  out  the  occupation  which  they 
followed,  when  they  were  stopped  by  the  paid 
canvassers,  and  the  canvassers  told  them 
they  must  not  sign  in  that  way,  but  must 
sign  themselves  "  settlers."  If  that  has  taken 
place  in  one  case  that  I  know  of, — and 
this  I  assert  as  a  fact  within  my  own  know- 
ledge,— it  may  have  happened  in  other  cases. 
Couple  that  with  all  the  evidence  which 
has  been  brought  forward  with  regard  to  the 
petition — that  Mr.  Douglas  himself  started  the 
petition,  and  that  he  paid  canvassers  to  get  up 
the  petition,  that  he  himself  wrote  it,  and  that 
the  canvassers  were  instructed  to  make  every 
man  sign  himself  "settler" — what  value  is  there 
in  the  petition  itself  7  I  want  to  put  one  other 
fact  with  regard  to  the  petition,  and  that  is 
this :  that,  although  302  people  signed  the  peti- 
tion, and  it  was  represented  that  they  wanted 
to  get  upon  this  land,  not  one  single  person 
who  signed  the  petition  is  now  upon  the  land. 
Then,  what  is  the  value  of  the  petition  ?  Now 
let  me  oome  to  this  point :  The  Minister  bases 
the  justification  of  the  purchase  upon  one 
thing,  and  one  thing  only,  and  that  is  the 
petition. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— I  did  not  say  I  based 
the  whole  purchase  on  the  petition. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Well,  what  does  the  Minister 
say  himself  ?  Perhaps  I  had  better  read  what 
the  Minister  does  say.  Had  Mr.  John  Ritchie 
ifr.  Allen 


nothing  to  do  with  it?  That  gives  me  a  text 
for  making  a  few  more  remuks.  Had  Mz. 
John  Ritchie  nothing  to  do  with  it  7  Does  the 
Minister  mean  to  say  that  now  7 

Mr.  J.  SIcKENZIE.— Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Do  honourable  members  know 
who  started  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  7  Mr. 
John  Ritchie,  by  going  to  Mr.  Barron  and  tell- 
ing him  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  willing  to  sell 
this  land  to  the  Government.  If  Mr.  John 
Ritchie  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  why  did  ha 
tell  Mr.  Barron  the^  this  land  was  under  offer 
to  the  Government  7  I  do  not  know  what  was 
tha  conversation  with  Mr.  Barton,  but  I  know 
that  the  result  of  the  conversation  was  this: 
that  a  telegram  was  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  to  visit 
Pomahaka.  What  conclusion  can  we  diaw 
from  these  facts  7  We  are  told  that  Mr.  John 
Ritchie  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it 
Do  honourable  members  agree  with  that? 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — There  is  one  hononzable  mem- 
ber who  says,  "  Yes,"  and  I  am  very  sorry  for 
him.  Then  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  The  petition 
was  signed  by  302  settlers,  who  thought  the 
land  should  be  purchased.  Was  it  his  duty, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  tie  a  piece  of 
red  tape  round  the  petition,  put  it  in  the 
pigeon-hole,  and  never  look  at  it  again  7  "  He 
considered  he  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  the 
people,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  treat  the 
petitioners  with  derision,  scorn,  and  contempt, 
but  to  see  what  could  be  done.  But  some- 
where or  other  he  says  that  he  really  based  the 
purchase  on  this  petition. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No.  I  said  the  first  I 
knew  of  it  was  the  petition. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  — Well,  I  will  take  up  that 
Rlatement — that  the  first  he  knew  of  it  was  the 
petition.  Will  the  honourable  member  bold 
by  that  statement  7 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— The  first  he  knew  of  it,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  evidence,  was  not  then,  bat 
was  some  ten  months  before  that  time.  I  will 
quote  from  the  evidence : — 

"  1.  Dr.  Fitchett.'j  Your  name  is  John 
McEenzie,  and  you  are  Minister  of  Lands? 
—Yes. 

"1a.  I  want  you  to  tell  the  Committee 
briefly  what  you  personally  had  to  do  with  the 
Pomahaka  purcnase :  when  were  you  fiist 
spoken  to  about  it  ? — As  far  as  I  can  recollect 
the  first  time  I  was  spoken  to  about  it  was  about 
ten  months  before  Mr.  Douglas  made  his  oBet 
of  the  property  to  the  Government." 

He  has  made  two  statements  to  the  Hoose 
now.  He  said  the  first  he  knew  of  it  was  the 
petition.  Now,  when  his  evidence  is  brought 
before  him,  he  admits  that  it  was  ten  monthi 
before  that  time.  What  took  place  between 
the  ten  months  and  the  time  the  petition  was 
presented  7  That  is  a  blank,  so  far  as  the  aii- 
denoe  is  concerned.  Unfortunately  it  is  s 
blank.  The  evidenoe  baa  been  destroyed. 
How  is  it  that  what  took  place  between  the 
ten  months  and  the  time  the  petition  vu 
presented  —  how  is  it  that  evidenoe  was  de- 
stroyed? 
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Mr.  3.  McEKNZIE.— There  U  no  evidence. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— The  evidence  has  been  de- 
stroyed. 

lb.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  say  there  is  no  such 
evidence.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  mis- 
representing me, 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  am  not  misrepresenting  the 
honourable  geatleman.  Certain  evidence  might 
have  disclosed  what  took  place  between  the  ten 
months  when  the  honourable  gentleman  first 
heard  abont  the  Pomahalca  purchase  and  the 
time  when  the  petition  came  to  him.  Evi- 
dence which  may  have  disclosed  the  facts  with 
regard  to  that  period  has  been  destroyed. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— There  is  no  evidence. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Certain  evidence  has  been  de- 
stroyed, and  very  important  evidence.  Part  of 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  John  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Bitohie  has  been  destroyed ;  and  what 
that  might  have  disclosed  is  of  importance  in 
this  case.  However,  I  will  leave  that  point 
now,  and  simply  say  it  was  destroyed.  With 
regard  to  the  value  of  this  property,  it  was 
purchased  at  £2  10s.  an  acre.  We  have  it  in 
evidence  that  the  settlers  will  have  to  pay 
£3  78.  6d.  The  Wairuna  Estate  was  sold  in 
1881  at  £3  2s.  per  acre,  and  that  was  a  fenced 
and  improved  property.  We  have  it  in  evi- 
dence that  values  of  land  have  fallen  since 
1881,  and  that  the  value  of  Pomahaka  is  only 
£1  10s.  Evidence  was  given  as  to  the  sale  of 
several  other  properties  in  the  district,  tending 
to  show  that  too  large  a  price  was  given  for 
Pomahaka:  as,  for  instance,  Waipahi,  an  es- 
tate of  6,000  acres,  sold  at  an  average  of  £2  2s. 
*n  acre, — fenced,  subdivided,  cultivated,  and 
near  a  railway-station.  Also,  Popotunoa  sold 
at  £3  8s.  an  acre — an  estate  that  "  runs  right 
up  immediately  alongside  Clinton,  and  then 
right  down  the  railway-line  towards  the  Wai- 
wera  Township,"  part  of  which  estate  was  sold 
as  township  sections,  fenced,  improved,  roaded, 
and  with  a  valuable  homestead.  Now  one  or 
two  words  with  regard  to  the  rents.  My  time 
is  short.  If  honourable  members  will  look 
at  page  112  of  the  evidence  they  will  find  that 
Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  report  about  this  property, 
says,  "  I  think  the  land  would  be  taken  up 
if  rcNftds  were  made  to  it.  The  worst  feature 
of  this  property  is  its  long  distance  from  rail- 
way communication."  Further  on,  he  says, 
when  asked  the  value  to  let,  "  2s.  Gd.  to  Ha.  6d. 
per  acre,  if  roads  were  formed.  Only  perhaps 
three  or  four  of  the  farms  would  require  to 
be  let  at  2s.  Cd.  Average  price  all  over,  8s." 
I  ask  honourable  members  to  note  that  state- 
ment, "  if  roads  were  formed."  Then,  I  ask 
the  House  to  look  at  the  table  on  page  117 
of  the  evidence,  which  gives  the  rentals  to  be 
paid  by  those  who  have  taken  up  this  land. 

11  SO  valuer  of  this  property  says  were 

■  roads  formed  to  it  it  would  be  worth 
from  2s.  6d.  to  Ss.  6d.  per  acre,  or  an  average 
value  of  3s.  per  acre ;  but,  Sir,  if  honour- 
Able  members  turn  to  the  table  on  page  117 
they  will  see  the  rates  at  which  this  land  was 
let,  and  they  will  find  that  the  lowest  price  at 
which  any  of  the  laud  has  been  let  is  Ss.  per 
Aore,  and  that  it  goes  as  high  as  4s.  3d.    Now, 


I  think,  on  the  evidence  of  this  particular 
valuator  on  whom  the  Government  rely,  this 
is  a  property  only  worth,  on  the  average,  3s. 
an  acre,  but  we  have  evidence  also  that  the 
Government  have  let  the  property  at  not  less 
in  any  case  than  8s.  an  acre,  up  to  as  high  as 
4s.  3d.  Now,  I  ask  honourable  members  to 
determine  this  in  their  own  minds,  with  the 
valuation  of  Mr.  Dallas  before  them  regarding 
the  rental :  Mr.  Dallas  valued  the  property  for 
taxation  purposes  at  £2  2s.  6d.,  and  for  settle- 
ment purposes  at  £2  10s.,  and  he  puts  the  rent- 
value  at  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.,  and  we  know 
now  from  actual  facts  that  the  Government 
have  let  the  land  at  from  3s.  to  4s.  8d.  per  aore. 
I  ask,  how  are  those  who  have  taksn  up  the 
land  to  possibly  pay  this  rent?  I  say  those 
who  have  taken  up  the  land  have  been  grossly 
deceived.     They  have   agreed   to  give    thesa 

? rices  very  likely  from  want  of  knowledge,  but 
am  certain  the  inquiry  has  disclosed  this: 
that  they  will  be  quite  unable  to  pay  the  rents 
charged;  and  the  Government  valuator  has 
himself  admitted  that  according  to  his  own 
valuation  the  rentals  these  people  ai«  paying 
are  excessive. 

Mr.  HOGG. — The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  last  spoken  has  adopted,  I  think,  the  legal 
maxim,  "  Bad  case:  abuse  the  other  side." 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  did  not  abuse  anybody. 

Mr.  HOGG.— The  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  attributing  motives  pretty  well  all  round ; 
and,  if  he  has  not  abused  the  Minister,  ha 
has  questioned  the  action  of  the  Minister  and 
of  the  oiBcers  of  his  department,  and  in  some 
of  his  remarks  I  think  he  cast  a  very  severe 
reflection  upon  those  who  conducted  this  in- 
quiry: I  refer  to  the  members  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Conmiittee.  Nc^w,  as  a  member  of  that 
Committee,  I  think  I  can  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  other  members,  and  say  that  they  ap- 
proached the  inquiry  with  the  determination 
to  do  justice  as  far  as  they  possibly  could  to 
every  one  concerned.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
slightest  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  fuUest 
light  being  thrown  on  this  transaction :  indeed, 
the  very  fact  that  the  inquiry  cost  so  much 
money  as  it  did  is  due  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  members  of  that  Committee  made 
every  effort  to  secure  all  the  witnesses  who 
were  suggested  as  likely  to  throw  the  slightest  • 
light  upon  the  transaction.  They  afforded  every 
opportunity  to  those  who  made  the  charges 
to  establish  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt  about 
it  charges  were  made.  They  may  have  taken 
the  form  of  insinuations  and  innuendoes :  they 
were  practically  charges.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
charges  were  levelled  in  that  way  both  at  the 
Minister  and  at  the  officers  of  his  department, 
and  the  fullest  facilities  were  offered  to  those 
who  made  these  charges,  through  the  Press 
and  from  the  public  platform,  to  show  that 
they  could  be  supported  by  evidence.  Every 
witness  they  suggested  was  brought  to  the 
front.  No  expense  whatever  was  spared.  One 
after  another,  individuals  who  had  very  little 
evidence  to  give  were  brought  up  from  Otago 
at  their  suggestion,  simply  to  prevent  their 
saying  that  a  full  and  complete  inquiry  bad. 
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not  been  held.  It  waa  insinoatecl  before  the 
inqairy  took  place,  and  was,  I  believe,  insi- 
nuated  by  the  gentleman  who  is  charged  in 
this  report  with  having  been  the  means  of 
patting  the  country  to  all  the  expense  that 
has  been  incurred  —  it  was  stated  by  him  a 
little  before  the  inquiry  took  place — that  the 
inquiry  would  be  a  farce,  that  it  was  going  to 
be  held  before  a  one-sided  tribunal,  and  that 
an  injustice  would  be  done.  Well,  what  is 
the  result?  We  have  before  us  the  evidence, 
in  a  complete  form,  published,  so  that 
any  one  can  read  it:  and  any  person  who 
peruses  the  evidence  will  see  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  irrespective  of  their 
political  opinions,  exercised  the  fullest  privi- 
lege of  questioning,  and  that  the  report  is 
based  upon  an  exhaustive  investigation.  Of 
course,  it  is  quite  competent  for  honourable 
members  to  challenge  that  report,  and  it  is 
quite  competent  for  the  public  outside— for  the 
community  generally — to  question  that  report ; 
but  I  say  tlubt  the  strength  of  the  report  lies  in 
the  fact  that  it  is,  I  believe,  supported  clause 
by  clause  fay  the  evidence  adduced  in  this  in- 
quiry. The  honourable  gentleman  has  referred 
to  this  bogus  petition — that  it  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Douglas ;  and  he  has  questioned  the  way  in 
which  the  petition  was  canvassed.  I  do  not 
for  a  moment  dispute  these  facts ;  but  how 
many  petitions  are  got  up  in  almost  precisely 
the  same  manner!  Petitions  are  often  pre- 
pared by  parties  who  are  more  or  less  in- 
terested,  and  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Douglas 
should  be  so  severely  condemned  because,  in 
order  to  dispose  of  the  land,  no  doubt  to  the 
best  advantage,  as  every  man  would  desire  to 
do  under  the  circumstances,  he  promoted  that 
petition.  He  does  not  deny  for  one  moment 
that  he  did  so.  On  the  contrary,  he  related 
fairly  the  whole  story  of  the  process  by  which 
it  was  got  up,  and  admitted  that  he  had  em- 
ployed paid  canvassers.  All  this  was  admitted  in 
a  most  frank  manner,  and  I  do  not  see  that  he 
can  be  held  up  to  blame  euad  reprobation.  Now, 
the  last  speaker  also  hurled  his  insinuations 
against  Mr.  Ritchie.  He  wished  to  know  what 
right  Mr.  Bitchie  had  to  recommend  Mr.  Bar- 
ton to  make  inquiries  regarding  this  property. 
Well,  I  say  that,  if  Mr.  Bitchie  thought  the 
property  could  be  utilised  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  it 
did  not  matter  whether  the  property  belonged 
to  a  relative  or  had  previously  been  under  bis 
own  management ;  I  say  he  did  perfectly  right 
in  speaking  to  Mr.  Barron  on  the  subject.  He 
did  not  deny  it  for  a  moment,  and  Mr.  Barron 
did  not  conceal  the  fact.  They  were  perfectly 
free  and  frank,  and  explained  everything  that 
occurred  in  the  way  of  conversations.  Then 
the  honourable  genUeman  alluded  to  certain 
evidence  as  to  correspondence  that  passed  be- 
tween the  Minister  of  Lands  and  Mr.  Douglas 
having  been  destroyed.  Now,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  were  concerned,  no  such  evidence 
was  ever  suggested,  and  where  the  honour- 
able gentleman  gets  the  information  from  that 
there  was  such  evidence  I  am  at'  a  loss  to 
understand.  Then,  he  alluded  to  the  value  of 
lir.  Bogg 


the  land,  and  suggested  that,  beeoose  certain 
well-improved  properties  have,  since  that  land 
was  purchased,  been  sold  at  a  low  price,  com- 
paratively speaking,  the  purchase  made  by  the 
Government  must  be  an  exceedingly  disadvan- 
tageous one.  But  he  does  not  take  this  into 
consideration :  that  it  is  well  known  that  land 
in  that  neighbourhood  has  been  falling  in 
value,  nor  does  he  tikke  into  consideration  Uie 
very  important  fact  that,  subsequently  to  the 
saJe  of  the  Pomahaka  Estate,  so  much  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  estate  was  pat 
into  the  market  that  the  market  was  simply 
glutted.  That,  I  believe,  accounts  for  the  low 
price  that  some  of  the  land  has  been  sold 
for.  I  will  now  turn  particularly  to  the  re- 
marlcs  mode  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  and  I  mil  compliment  that  gentlemia 
on  having  delivered  a  speech  which,  emanating 
from  himself,  was  of  a  somewhat  nnusnu 
character.  It  was  full  of  humour,  and  <A 
veiled  sarcasm.  It  was  calculated  to  create 
a  vast  amount  of  merriment.  There  is  not  &» 
slightest  doubt  about  it  tiiat  it  was  fanny 
throughout.  Well,  as  I  listened  to  this  speecA 
I  was  attracted  by  one  of  the  illustrations  h» 
drew  when  he  mentioned  something  that  be- 
longed to  medieval  times.  He  spoke  of  a  trip- 
tych. What  kind  of  kd.  article  that  is  I  do  not 
pretend  to  understand.  I  suppose  from  his  de- 
scription it  is  a  picture  with  three  panels,  but  I 
must  say  that  bis  speech,  if  it  did  not  resemble 
a  triptych,  resembles  something  more  inge- 
nious. A  triptych  is  described  as  something 
mediaeval,  but  his  speech  resembles  something 
entirely  modem — a  trance  lecture.  I  thought 
in  listening  to  the  speech  that,  thongh  we  had 
the  voice  of  the  honourable  member  for  Pateo, 
we  bad  the  ideas,  the  sarcasm,  and  the  rich 
vein  of  humour  which  used  to  emanate  from 
the  gentleman  for  whom  he  evidently  was  hold- 
ing a  brief  at  the  time;  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  as  to  who  was  the  author  of 
that  speech.  From  beginning  to  end  he  care- 
fully followed  his  notes,  and  1  do  not  think  hs 
can  conscientiously  say  I  am  doing  him  an 
injustice  when  I  say  that  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistible that  he  was  simply  in  the  position  of 
one  of  those  marionettes  that  you  see  manipu- 
lated on  the  knee  of  a  ventriloquist,  who  makes 
its  head  move,  its  mouth  open  and  shut,  while 
the  brain  and  the  words  belong  to  the  operator. 
The  honourable  member  for  Patea  delivered 
that  speech,  but  I  have  the  impression  that 
we  had  the  late  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  once  more  amongst  us,  and  that  we  were 
listening  to  his  eloquence  and  to  his  humour. 
And,  after  all,  what  did  the  speech  amount 
to  ?  It  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  clever  speech ; 
it  would  have  made  a  very  good  speech  for 
a  "corner  man."  The  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  for  a  moment  confine  himself  to  the 
evidence,  but  travelled  a  long  way  behind  it 
Bef erring  to  the  presentation  of  this  petition,, 
he  said  that  when  the  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  his  conster- 
nation was  very  great  to  find  that  the  matter 
of  this  purchase  had  been  initiated  several 
days  before.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  no- 
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sDoh  thing  as  consternation :  on  the  contnury, 
ivben  the  Minister  o{  Lands  received  the  peti- 
tion he  expressed  no  surprise  at  all ;  he  was  not 
•even  made  aware  of  the  fact,  as  the  evidence 
shows,  that  any  preliminary  inqairy  had  been 
made  at  all ;  and,  indeed,  that  is  one  of  the 
charges  which  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  makes 
against  the  department — that,  although  Mr. 
Barron  was  present  when  this  petition  was  pre- 
sented, not  the  slightest  reference  was  made 
to  any  preliminary  inquiry  having  been  insti- 
tuted. Then,  Sir,  what  has  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  to 
say  on  this  subject?  In  the  first  place,  he 
says  that  there  should  have  been  no  inquiry — 
that  it  is  very  unwise  that  the  country  should 
have  been  put  to  the  expense  of  this  inquiry. 
Ko  doubt  the  cost  has  been  heavy.  Some  £840 
has  been  expended.  But,  Sir,  he  surely  did 
not  mean  that  an  inquiry  of  this  character 
was  uncalled-for.  There  were  undoubtedly 
charges  of  corruption  by  innuendo  and  sugges- 
tion levelled  against  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
Then,  for  what  purposes  and  at  what  time  were 
these  charges  applied?  We  are  aware  that 
the  charges  were  made  on  the  very  eve  of  an 
election,  and  simply  for  electioneering  purposes. 
The  object  was  not  so  much  to  damage  officers 
of  the  department  as  to  damage  the  Minister 
of  Lands  amongst  his  constituents.  That 
was  the  immediate  purpose.  That  was  the 
reason  why  this  accusation  was  made.  Well, 
let  ns  see  whether  corruption  was  implied  or 
not.  With  regard  to  the  owner  of  the  Poma- 
haka Estate,  Mr.  Douglas,  it  was  asserted  that 
he  obtained  the  assistance  of  his  nephew  Mr. 
Ritchie,  the  assistance  of  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Lands,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands  in  disposing  of  his  property  on  terms 
that  were  advantageous  to  himself,  but  exceed- 
ingly disadvantageous  to  thQ  colony ;  that  he 
managed,  through  the  agency  of  these  indi- 
viduals, to  dispose  of  property  that  for  many 
years  had  been  a  white  elephant,  and  upon 
which  he  was  losing  money.  The  implied 
charge  against  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  that 
be  was  assisted  by  certain  officers  in  his  de- 
partment in  what  amounted  to  a  conspiracy  to 
defraud  the  colony ;  that  the  conspiracy  took 
place  on  the  eve  of  the  general  election,  and 
that  the  consideration  was  the  political  support 
the  tlinister  was  to  receive  from  an  influen- 
tial property-owner  and  employer  of  labour. 
I  would  ask  honourable  members  if  a  more 
serious  charge  could  possibly  be  levelled  against 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  or  against  a  member 
of  an  Assembly  like  this.  It  was  not  merely 
a  charge  of  corruption  against  the  Minister, 
but  it  was  a  charge  of  conspiracy  against  the 
Minister  and  the  officers  of  his  department. 
That  was  what  was  metknt.  It  may  have  been 
direct  or  indirect;  it  matters  not  whether  it 
was  conveyed  by  insinuations  or  innuendoes, 
the  charge  was  one  of  corruption  against  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  and  the  officers  of  his 
department.  I  say  a  charge  of  that  kind  is 
bonnd  to  be  investigated,  involving  m  it  did  the 
honour  not  merely  of  the  Minister,  but  of  the 
Cabinet.     The  inquiry,  therefore,  had  to  be 


held.  That  is  my  reply  to  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout).  Then,  Sir, 
be  goes  on  to  condemn  the  report.  He  says 
that  the  report  is  not  judiciu,  and  he  in- 
sinuates that  the  report  is  the  report  of  Dr. 
Fitchett,  and  not  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
He  compares  the  address  that  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Fitchett,  and  which  was  printed  at  the 
time  the  report  was  prepared — he  compares 
certain  sentences  in  tbab  address  with  other 
sentences  that  appeared  in  that  report,  and  he 
makes  the  insinuation  that  the  report  was  an 
improper  report,  not  a  judicial  report,  and  not 
a  report  which  should  have  emanated  from  the 
Committee,  because,  if  not  prepared  by  Dr. 
Fitchett,  it  had  undoubtedly  been  inspired  by 
him. 

Mr.  BELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HOGO. — But  be  does  not  say  so.  He 
adopts  the  tactics  followed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  says,  "  Hear,  hear,"  when  he 
gets  a  witness  into  the  box  and  proceeds  to 
pillory  him.  He  does  not  hesitate  for  a  mo- 
ment to  pin  him  down  in  a  way  there  is  no 
escaping  from.  He  says,  "  I  am  not  saying 
that  yon  wera  ever  in  gaol,  hat  it  is  competent 
for  you  bo  say  whether  you  were  or  not."  Or, 
in  the  case  of  another  witness,  he  says,  "  I 
once  saw  a  man  hanged  who|^  features  very 
much  resembled  yours,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
say  he  was  your  brother."  That  is  the  method 
pursued  by  certain  gentlemen.  They  are 
trained  in  this  method  of  hurling  pitch  right 
and  left,  and  wherever  that  pitch  is  thrown  it 
generally  leaves  a  damaging  mark  behind  it, 
and  that  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
doing  this  evening — throwing  pitch  in  all  direc- 
tions at  the  officers  of  the  department  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands ;  and  those  who  have  taken 
up  the  same  side  of  the  argument  have  been 
following  his  example.  But  I  would  remind 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  pitch  gene- 
rally adheres  most  closely  to  the  hand  that 
throws  it.  I  should  like  honourable  members 
who  have  perused  this  report,  or  members  who 
may  peruse  it,  to  consider,  after  reading  the 
evidence,  whether  the  insinuations  that  were 
bandied  about  during  the  last  general  elec- 
tion have  been  sustained.  Let  us  see  what 
the  nature  of  these  insinuations  is.  Yon 
will  find  at  the  commencement  of  the  report 
an  extract  from  the  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  at  Falmerston  South,  in 
which  he  couples  with  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McKenzie  the  term  "political  spieler." 
Of  course  he  says  he  does  not  include  any 
Minister  amongst  the  political  spielers,  just  in 
the  same  way  as  some  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
men I  have  been  referring  to,  when  they  have 
pilloried  a  witness  in  the  box,  say,  *'  I  do  not 
assert  that  yon  have  ever  been  in  gaol,  but  it 
is  competent  for  you  to  say  whether  it  is  so  or 
not."  Then,  in  another  portion  of  the  speech 
he  says,  "  The  owner  of  this  estate  is  an  influen- 
tial man  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood,  who 
employs  a  number  of  men,  and  who  may  in- 
fluence a  number  ef  votes.  His  nephew  is  an 
officer  at  the  head  of  one  branch  of  the  Minister's 
department."    Now,  what  are  these  but  in- 
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sinuations  of  a  serioua  character.  Then  he 
goes  on  to  say,  "  But  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
may  be  influenced  unconscioasly  by  the  pres- 
sure of  bia  friends,  by  the  fear  of  his  enemies, 
by  fifty  circumstances  which  have  no  direct 
connection  with  corruption,  but  which  lead  in 
that  direction."  If  that  is  not  a  direct  charge 
of  corruption  I  do  not  know  what  it  is.  It  is 
a  charge  of  corruption  by  innuendo  and  in- 
sinuation. Then,  when  we  come  to  his  address 
at  the  termination  of  the  inqniry  we  find  that, 
in  referring  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  he  says,  "  Mr. 
Bitchie  was  then,  and  is  still,  at  the  head  of 
the  Stock  Department,  appointed  there  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McKenzie,  and  in  an  admirable  posi- 
tion to  act  as  medium  between  Mr.  Douglas  and 
the  persons  with  whom  he  was  negotiating." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  now  five  minutes  to 
the  hour,  and  I  shall  leave  the  chair  in  three 
minutes. 

Mr.  HOGG. — I  will  draw  my  remarks  now  to 
a  close.  All  I  wish  to  say  is  this:  that  the 
report  is  based  upon  the  evidence,  and  that  it 
contains  a  complete  refutation,  in  my  opinion, 
of  the  charges  levelled  against  the  Minister  and 
the  officers  of  his  department,  and  that  the 
reason  why  this  report  is  adopted  in  preference 
to  the  one  which  was  cut  and  dried  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Oommittee  by  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  was  that, 
while  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
rightly  exonerated  the  Minister  and  certain 
officers  of  the  department,  we  considered  it 
was  necessary  to  go  a  little  further  than  that, 
and  say  whether  we  had  a  right  to  censure  the 
accuser  or  not ;  and  the  report  adopted  cer- 
tainly does  censure  the  accuser. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  four  minutes  to 
twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  22nd  October,  1894. 


First  Readings— Second  Rfadings— Third  RsBdinRS 
—Major  C.  Browa— Death  of  tho  Hou.  Mr.  Dignan 
-^Raxlway  Officers — QoTemment  Life  Insurance 
Bill — Railways  Authorisation  BUI — Banking  Bill 
—  Railways  Authorisation  Bill  — Little  Barrier 
Island  Purchase  Bill  —  Otago  Harbour  Board 
Further  Empowering  Bill  —  Counties  Vehicle- 
licensing  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empowering 
Bill,  James    Mitchell   Trust    Bill,    Westlaud 
County  Council  Enabling  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Unclaimed  Lands  Bill,  James  Mitchell  Trust 
Bill,  Otago  Harbour  Board  Further  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Westland  County  Council  Enabling 
Bill,  Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension 
Bill. 

Mr.  Eogg 


THIRD  READINGS. 

Unclaimed  Ijands  Bill,  Government  Life  In- 
surance Bill,  Land  and  Income  Assessment 
Bill,  Native  Lands  Claims  and  Boundaries  Ad- 
justment and  Tides  Empowering  Bill,  Native 
Land  Court  Certificate  Confirmation  Bill, 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  James 
Klitchell  Trust  Bill,  Otago  Harbour  Board 
Further  Empowering  BiU,  Westland  Comity 
Council  Enabling  Bill,  Westport- Kgakawaa 
Railway  Extension  Bill. 

MAJOR  C.  BROWN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Attor- 
ney-General, On  what  date  was  District  Judge 
Kettle's  report  on  the  case  of  Major  Brown  re- 
ceived by  the  Under-Secretary  for  Justice,  and 
was  a  copy  of  that  report  forwarded  to  Major 
Blown? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that  oa 
the  26th  of  December,  1893,  and  the  6tb  of 
January,  1894,  Judge  Kettle  addressed  memo- 
ribnda  on  the  case  of  Meringa  t>.  Humphries  to 
the  Inspector  of  Police,  New  Plymouth,  calling 
his  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Humphries 
and  Major  Brown.  These  memoranda  reached 
the  Department  of  Justice  on  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1894.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1894,  Judge 
Kettle  handed  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  Jus- 
tice a  memorandum  setting  forth  the  facts  of 
the  case.  This  weis  subsequent  to  the  caneelr 
lation  of  Major  Brown's  appointments.  Copies 
of  these  memoranda  were  not  sent  to  Major 
Brown ;  but  the  Under-Secretary's  letter,  dated 
the  20th  February,  was  as  follows : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  Meringa  ti.  Humphries,  heard 
in  the  District  Court  at  New  Plymouth  on  the 
20th  December  last.  It  appears  from  the  re- 
port of  the  case^hat  a  statutory' declaration 
made  by  Meringa,  and  translated  and  explained 
to  her  by  you,  contained  a  statement  that  she 
had  received  a  sum  of  £40  aS  the  purchase- 
money  of  a  certain  piece  of  land,  whereat  it 
was  well  known  to  all  concerned,  including 
yourself,  that  as  a  matter  of  iaxit  she  had  only 
received  £20.  The  declaration  was  therefore 
false.  The  Government  will  be  glad  to  receive 
any  remarks  or  explanation  which  you  may 
desire  to  offer  in  this  matter." 

DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  MR.  DIGNAX. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  notifying  a  vacancy  in  the  Council 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Patrick 
Dignan. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  it  ia 
again  my  painful  duty  to  have  to  announce  to 
this  Council  the  death  of  one  of  its  members. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  gone  was 
so  well  known  to  every  one  of  us  that  I  do  not 
think  I  can  say  anything  of  him  that  is  not 
known  to  every  one  in  this  Council.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Dignan  was  a  kind  friend.  As  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  this  House,  he  wu 
honoured  by  all,  and  in  every  way  he  com- 
manded the  respect  of  everybody  here.  I  knew 
him  perhaps  better  than  most  people,  because 
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our  friendship  was  of  a  very  marked  and  strong 
oharaoter.  At  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
while  under  ordinary  ciroumstanoes  I  would 
ask  the  Council  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  I 
think  we  shall  be  paying  him  every  respect  by 
the  fact  of  adjourning.  I  therefore  move,  see- 
ing the  late  period  of  the  session,  and  the  large 
amount  of  business  that  is  likely  to  reach  us 
within  the  next  twenty-four  hours.  That  the 
Council  adjourn  to  half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— I  rise  to 
second  the  motion.  I  simply  say  that  I  sin- 
cerely regret  it  is  found  Impossible,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  to  pay  a  higher  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  col- 
league. I  heartily  support  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ to  haJf-past  two.  I  wish  also  to  say,  as  I 
was  one  of  the  Ministry  who  recommended  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be  a  member  of  this 
Council,  that  I  have  taken  particular  pains  to 
watoh  his  career  while  amongst  us.  I  can  only 
Bay  that  he  so  conducted  himself  as  to  gain 
the  respect  of  everybody  acquainted  with  him. 
He  has  been  most  loyal  in  doing  what  he 
oonceived  to  be  right,  perfectly  regardless  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  might  be  against  him, 
and  even  of  those  persons  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  of  the  same  opinion  as  himself. 
He  was  a  gentleman  who  may  be  fairly  said  to 
have  left  not  one  enemy  behind  him.  His 
career  in  the  northern  province  was  well 
known  to  everybody.  My  honourable  friend 
alongside  me  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson)  knows 
perfectly  well  how  respected  he  wg«  there.  In 
the  Provincial  Council  of  that  province,  as  well 
as  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the 
colony,  he  was  a  man  who  might  always  be 
absolutely  depended  on  to  vote  according  to  his 
conscience,  without  the  smallest  afterthought 
for  himself,  or  for  the  differing  opinions  of 
those  who  were  associated  with  him.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  have  never  been  more  sorry  in 
the  course  of  my  whole  life  than  I  was  when  I 
heard  of  his  sudden  and  unexpected  demise. 
He  was  here  in  his  place  taking  part  in  our 
discussions  only  the  day  before  he  left,  and  his 
terribly  sudden  death  has  shocked  not  only 
myself  but  many  others;  because  we  hoped 
that  for  years,  although  he  was  an  old  man, 
his  life  might  be  prolonged  and  spared  to 
give  as  the  benefit  of  his  matured  experience 
on  many  subjects ;  that  he  might  continue  to 
aSord  the  Council  the  example,  as  he  certainly 
did  on  all  occasions,  of  being  perfectly  fearless 
in  expressing  his  own  opinions,  and  absolutely 
anmoved  in  anything  which  ha  considered  to 
be  right.  I  must  say  that  I  could  have  wished 
it  had  been  earlier  in  the  session,  so  that  we 
could  have  paid  full  respect,  as  is  our  custom, 
to  the  memory  of  a  departed  colleague.  Under 
present  circumstances  I  am  sorry,  as  it  is  the 
'wish  of  the  Council  to  pay  what  tribute  we  can 
to  the  worth  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  that  it 
is  only  possible  to  adjourn  to  half-past  two 
o'olock.    I  therefore  second  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.  — I 
-would  merely  state  that  I  have  had  many  op- 
portunities of  meeting  the  deceased  gentleman, 
»nd  I  was  greatly  struck  by  the  very  faithful 


way  in  which  he  discharged  even  the  smallest 
of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him.  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  seeing  his  work  on  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  and  of  knowing  how  care- 
ful he  was  in  everything  to  see  that  justice  was 
done.  I  may  say  that  I  formed  a  very  high 
opinion  of  his  independent  character,  impar- 
tiality, and  conscientiousness. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— Having  known 
my  colleague  in  the  province  from  which  w« 
both  come,  and  having  been  a  member  with 
him  of  the  Provincial  Council,  and  also  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  having  had  with 
him  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  Council,  I  can- 
not say  anything  further  than  what  has  already 
been  said  about  him.  At  one  time  there  were 
some  remarks  made  in  my  presence,  about 
him,  as  to  his  slow  going ;  and  Mr.  James  T. 
Boylan,  a  well-known  Provincial  Councillor 
and  merchant  in  Auckland,  asked  the  speaker, 
"  If  you  were  going  to  die,  and  had  to  provide 
for  your  widow  and  family,  and  consequently 
to  put  your  property  in  trust  for  their  benefit, 
do  you  know  of  anybody  in  the  whole  circle 
of  your  acquaintance  on  whom  you  could  more 
perfectly  rely  to  carry  out  your  wishes  ?  "  when 
every  one  present  admitted  there  was  no  man 
more  entitled  to  sach  confidence  and  trust  than 
Patrick  Bignan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— I  should  not 
like  this  occasion  to  pass  without  saying  a 
word  or  two,  as  one  having  known  the  late 
Mr.  Dignan  from  my  earliest  days,  in  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  to  bear  testimony  to  his 
uprightness  and  gentlemanly  conduct.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  colony.  He  arrived 
in  Auckland  in  1840,  and  had  to  put  up  with 
all  the  hard  work  and  trials  and  anxieties  inci- 
dent to  settlement  in  a  new  country.  He 
fought  his  way  up  most  thoroughly,  and  by 
bis  independent  self-reliance  he  attained  to  the 
highest  position  it  was  possible  for  a  citizen  to 
attain  to.  I  knew  him  personally  from  my 
boyhood ;  and  I  knew  many  instances  of  his 
kindness  and  generosity.  As  most  of  us  are 
aware,  one  thing  underlying  his  generosity  and 
kindness  was  the  absence  of  ostentation.  That 
was  a  very  marked  trait  in  his  character. 
There  is  no  industry  in  the  Auckland  Province 
that  I  know  of  in  connection  with  which  he 
has  not  shown  himself  an  enterprising  colonist 
— no  industry  with  which  he  was  not  closely 
associated.  All  through,  his  career,  both  public 
and  private,  was  one  which  those  who  would 
enter  the  political  arena  would  do  well  to 
follow  closely  in  his  footsteps;  and  now  that 
the  end  has  come,  it  can  be  said,  as  has  been 
said  here  to-day  by  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  have  known  the  late  Mr.  Dignan  so  many 
years,  that  he  died  with  the  respect  and  good- 
will of  all  who  were  acquainted  with  his  inde- 
pendent character  and  upright  conduct  in  all 
relations  of  life. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— As  a  member  who 
has  not  been  very  long  in  this  Council,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words,  and  indorse  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  uttered  in  regard  to  the 
deceased  gentleman.  I  was  almost  a  stranger 
to  him  when  I  entered  the  Council,  but  I  must 
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eonlesB  there  wm  nobody  I  ever  met  of  whom  I 
formed  a  more  favourable  impreiision  than  I 
formed  of  the  kindnees  and  conscientioanness 
of  the  deceased  gentleman.  He  waa  a  gentle- 
man who  waa  anxious  to  do  what  he  could  for 
the  people.  He  was  of  a  genuinely  kind  dis- 
position, and  his  loss  we  must  all  regret.  I 
therefore  cordially  indorse  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  honourable  gentlemen  regarding  his 
character,  and  I  express  my  deep  sense  of  the 
loss  the  Council  has  sustained  by  hia  death. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-two  minutes 
past  eleven  o'clock  a.m.,  and  resumed  at  half- 
past  two  p.m. 

RAILWAY  OFFICERS. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  ho  had 
promised  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bolt  the 
other  day  to  reply  later  on  to  his  question  in 
connection  with  the  railway  officers.  He  had 
received  a  memorandum  from  the  Under-Secre- 
twy  for  Public  Works,  which  he  would  read : — 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  any  grievances  being 
imposed  by  clause  4,  subsection  (3),  of  the  Go- 
vernment Railways  Act.  The  whole  of  the 
railway  officers  are  out  of  the  Civil  Service  now: 
vide  subsection  (4)  of  section  62  of '  The  Govern- 
ment Railways  Act,  1887';  and  section  3  of 
clause  4  of  the  Act  of  this  session  simply  keeps 
them  in  the  same  position.  Section  76  of  the 
Act  of  1887  preserves  such  rights  as  any  officers 
of  the  Railway  Department  might  have  under 
the  Civil  Service  Acts  up  to  the  date  of  their 
entering  the  service  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
subsection  3  of  clause  (4)  of  the  Act  of  this 
session  continues  this  provision  in  force." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the 
memorandum  did  not  provide  for  the  point 
which  had  been  raised  in  the  Council.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  officers  in  the  Railway 
Department  would  not  get  the  same  provision 
made  to  them  which  officers  in  the  Civil  Service 
would  be  entitled  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said  he  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Council 
at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  session,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  what  had  been  given  to  the 
Council  was  in  direct  conflict  with  what  the 
Attorney-General  hod  promised.  It  was  gene- 
rally agreed  in  the  Council  that  there  were 
grievances  under  which  these  officers  suffered, 
and  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  had  given 
them  to  understand  that  he  would  see  that 
such  grievances  should  be  remedied.  He  (Mr. 
Bolt)  thought  the  Attorney-General  should  get 
power  to  give  the  redress  sought,  not  perhaps 
this  session,  but  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
next. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  could 
only  give  the  information  which  had  been 
supplied  to  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  responsible  for  say- 
ing that  he  would  do  his  utmost  in  the  direc- 
tion of  getting  an  amendment  made  to  effect 
the  object  sought. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
not  responsible  for  what  was  ia  the  Bill;  and 
Son.  Ur.  Bolt 


after  careful  consideration  he  had  got  the  in- 
formation in-writing  that  was  asked  for,  so  that 
there  should  be  no  mistake. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  was  verymueh 
disappointed  with  the  departmental  reply.  Ha 
thought  the  Council  expected  something  mors 
than  a  departmental  reply,  as  it  passed  the 
clause  in  the  Bill  with  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
giving, as  the  honouralile  gentleman  must  be 
aware.  He  thought  it  waa  very  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Council  could  not  get  any 
information  on  the  point  as  to  whether  there 
was  any  possibility  of  injustice  being  done 
under  the  clause  that  the  Council  had  passed. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  have  a  guarantee 
that  no  injustice  would  be  allowed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  bad 
already  stated  that. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A  .BUCKLEY,  in  moving. 
That  thit  Bill  be  now  read  the  tecond  time,  slid 
the  principle  of  it  was  to  place  the  Govetn- 
ment  Insurance  Department  in  such  a  positioo 
that  it  would  not  be  at  a  special  disadvantage. 
The  power  of  getting  cheap  money  had  placed 
that  institution  in  a  peculiar  position.  Hononr- 
able  members  would  recollect  that,  in  the  In- 
surance Act  of  1886,  by  sections  10  and  11, 
the  investments  were  somewhat  confined  to 
Government  securities,  and  also  in  the  advaoee- 
ment  of  money  on  freehold  property  to  odIj 
half  the  value,  and  the  amount  to  be  ad- 
vanced on  any  single  property  was  limited  to 
£5,000.  Seeing  that  the  legislation  of  this  year 
might  affect  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, it  had  been  considered  desirable  that  it 
should  not  be  placed  in  a  worse  position  than 
that  occupied  by  the  Public  Trust  Office;  and, 
seeing  that  the  Board  waa  the  same  as  tha 
Fublio  TruHt  Board,  he  thought  that  some  little 
alteration  was  necessary  with  a  view  of  getting 
desirable  securities  which  the  Board  might 
think  proper.  The  office  waa  obliged  to  let 
securities  go  where  they  amounted  to  otr 
£5,000,  and  it  was  proposed  to  allow  it  to  ad- 
vance money  up  to  not  exceeding  £10,000,  and 
to  allow  three- fourths  of  the  money  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  Government  Insurance  Ac- 
count to  be  invested  as  the  Board  might 
think  fit  on  securities  up  to  three-fifths  of  tlia 
value.  They  had  found  by  experience  that 
they  had  to  reject  securities  of  this  kind  which 
had  been  taken  up  freely  by  other  institutions, 
and  they  thought  that,  in  the  interest  of  thi 
shareholders,  they  might  be  able  to  compete 
with  the  other  offices  under  these  conditioni, 
and  be  placed  on  a  fair  and  reasonable  footing 
with  them.  He  remembered  that  in  1886, 
when  the  Government  Life  In&urance  Act  ms 
before  the  Council,  the  amount  was  fixed  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  who,  seeing  that  th« 
constitution  of  the  Insurance  Department  had 
been  altered,  and  that  some  mistakes  had 
been  made,  moved  that  the  amount  should  be 
reduced  by  one-half.  He  (Sir  P.  A.  Buckley) 
rather  agreed  with  him  on  that  occasion,  bat 
now  thought  that,  considering  the  alteiatioo 
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which  had  lately  taken  place,  they  might  agree 
to  what  was  proposed  in  this  measnre. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  OBACE  said  tliis  was  a  most 
important  measure  in  the  interests  of  the  Oo- 
veriiment  Insurance  Department,  as  honour- 
able members  would  see  that  the  department 
bad  taken  up  £1,084,000  o(  debentures,  al- 
thouijh  the  department  only  had  on  mortgage 
£490,000.  The  Government  Insurance  tables 
were  calculated  on  the  necessity  of  earning 
4  per  cent.,  and,  if  it  did  not  get  a  greater 
opportunity  of  earning  money  on  its  receipts, 
he  was  afraid  that,  one  way  or  another,  they 
would  be  seriously  injuring  the  institution  they 
had  themselves  established.  He  was  of  opinion 
the  Government  would  have  done  very  wisely 
if  they  had  borrowed  a  million  sterling  on  the 
general  credit,  lifted  these  debentures  which 
the  Government  Insurance  held,  and  handed 
the  million  sterling  to  the  Government  Insur- 
ance Department,  on  condition  that  it  lent 
the  money  to  settlers  on  the  tables  which  the 
Government  had  approved  in  the  Government 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  In  this  way  the  Qo- 
vemment  could  avail  themselves  of  machinery 
already  established,  policyholders  would  be 
protected,  and  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment would  have  good  opportunity  for  the 
investment  of  the  money.  What  he  wished  to 
draw  particular  attention  to  was  the  fact  that 
in  their  financing  they  were  in  danger  of  in- 
juring one  institution  by  another.  They  must 
take  care  that  one  general,  broad  policy  was 
underlying  the  operations  of  these  departments, 
and  take  exceptional  care  to  protect  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  Insurance  Department, 
and  that  woald  be  found  to  be  the  more  neces- 
sary when  the  cost  of  teJcing  the  business  of 
the  Government  Insurance  Department  was 
allowed  for.  He  did  not  object  to  this  measure, 
and  thought,  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  it 
•hould  be  passed.  The  three-fifths  valuation 
was  on  a  fair  basis.  He  thought  the  depart- 
ment should  not  be  hampered  by  being  limited 
to  the  half  value,  and  should  be  allowed  to 
increase  its  advances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  think  it  was 
advisable  to  take  exception  to  the  Bill,  and  was 
not  going  to  object  to  the  three-fifths  value,  as 
that  had  been  established  by  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill,  and  the  machinery  established 
in  this  Bill  would  do  for  the  other  measure  as 
well.  He  might  say  that  the  life  insurance 
companies  which  obtained  their  money  from 
Home  and  lent  their  money  at  half  valuation 
were  not  competing  with  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment here  so  far  as  the  half-value  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  he  was  equally  sure  that  if  they 
raised  the  amount  they  could  lend  in  one  sura 
to  £10,000  it  would  be  an  advisable  thing  for 
the  Insurance  Department  to  do,  in  order  to 
show  a  reasonable  profit  in  the  year's  trans- 
actions. He  took  an  active  part  in  passing  the 
last  Bill,  and  might  say  he  was  quite  ready  to 
support  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  was  much  pleased  to 
see  this  Bill  introduced,  and  was  particularly 
glad  to  see  that  the  amount  of  Government 
•ecniities  was  to  be  ledaoed  from  one-half  to 


one-fourth.  He  thought  that  was  only  right,  in 
tbe  interests  of  the  shareholders  in  the  Govern- 
ment  Life  Insurance  Department,  because  they 
had  been  getting  less  interest  than  they  were 
entitled  to.  He  thought,  however,  the  power 
to  lend  might  be  extended  now,  and  advances 
made  up  to  £10,000.  He  thought  it  would  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  department,  and  through 
the  department  to  the  advantage  of  the  share- 
holders. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  thought 
that,  seeing  the  position  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment stood  in  relation  to  the  department,  the 
Goancil  should  receive  some  information  at) 
to  the  advances. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
balance-sheet  would  be  before  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
balance-sheet  did  not  show  that.  This  matter 
was  considered  very  carefully  in  1886,  and  he 
thought  the  limit  of  one-half  was  too  low. 
With  regard  to  the  increase  to  £10,000,  he 
thought  very  great  care  would  have  to  be 
exercised  in  lending  out  such  large  sums.  He 
was  rather  inclined  to  stretch  a  point  in  order 
to  get  the  BiU  through,  but  the  safety  of  the 
department  lay  very  much  with  the  valuations 
which  were  to  be  made. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

RAILWAYS  AUTHORISATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  movii^. 
That  tkia  BiU  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
the  Bill  was  necessary  to  allow  the  works  re- 
ferred to  in  the  schedule  to  be  carried  out.  It 
was  necessary  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  character 
every  session  before  public  works  could  be  con- 
structed, and  the  object  of  tbe  Bill  was  simply 
to  enable  that  to  be  done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  would 
like  to  make  a  few  remarks  before  the  question 
was  put  to  tbe  Council.  Some  years  ago  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  Council  went  over 
the  whole  of  the  railways  to  be  constructed; 
and  there  was  a  report  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House  showing  what  was  authorised  at  that 
time,  and  what  it  would  cost  to  complete 
them  to  tbe  termini  proposed.  Since  then 
several  railways  had  been  authorised,  and  these 
railways  were  still  standing  in  abeyance.  The 
money  voted  bad  not  been  spent  upon  them, 
but  was  paid  for  railways  not  then  autho- 
rised. Ic  was  an  injustice  to  other  parts  of 
the  colony  where  railways  were  authorised 
that  the  money  voted  for  them  had  not  been 
spent  upon  them.  He  might  quote  the  Otago 
Central,  and  the  Catlin's  River  line.  There 
were  several  others  in  the  same  condition. 
These  moneys  had  not  been  spent  upon  these 
lines,  and  they  were  going  on  authorising  other 
lines  to  be  constructed.  Why  did  not  the  Go- 
vernment finish  these  lines  before  going  on 
with  others  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— That  would 
not  be  fair  to  other  places. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  held  it  was  not 
fair  to  keep  railways  standing  ten  years  uncom- 
pleted, and  to  spend  the  funds  voted  between 
Wellington  and  Taranaki.    That  was  the  case, 
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because  the  moneys  voted  for  the  railways  he 
had  mentioned  had  been  expended  between 
Wellington  and  Taranaki.  With  a  view  to  test 
the  question,  he  would  move,  T)iat  the  Bill  be 
read  the  seconi  time  that  day  three  months. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  the 
second  time. 

BANKING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  session  legislation  was  con- 
sidered necessary  for  the  purpose  of  guaran- 
teeing one  of  our  local  banks,  and  we  stood  on 
that  occasion  face  to  face  with  a  very  grave 
crisis,  and  it  was  not  without  some  hesitation 
and  a  good  ieei  of  anxiety  that  the  Govern- 
ment recommended  Parliament  to  pass  legisla- 
tion which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  the  Council 
thought  fit  to  pass,  after  very  great,  although 
perhaps  hurried,  deliberation  ;  and  I  have  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  this 
same  thing  occurred  again  Parliament  would 
again  indorse  the  action  that  the  Government 
took  on  that  occasion. 

An  Hon.  Membbb, — No. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— My  honour- 
able friend  says  "  No  ";  but  I  think  he  is  singu- 
lar in  that  remark,  because  I  am  quite  sura 
that  if  he  were  again  in  the  responsible  posi- 
tion in  this  House — a  position  he  once  held — 
of  Minister  of  the  Crown  he  would  be  one  of 
the  first  to  indorse  the  same  view,  and  to 
carry  out  the  action  this  Government  have 
taken,  in  that  fearless  way  which  has  always 
characterized  him.  I  have  had  some  passages 
with  my  honourable  friend,  but,  knowing  him 
OS  I  do,  I  say  nobody  would  have  faced  the 
matter  more  boldly  than  my  honourable  friend 
hod  he  been  in  the  position  that  the  Govern- 
ment occupied,  or  in  which  they  were  placed 
on  that  occasion.  If  honourable  members 
will  look  at  the  Bank-note  Issue  Act  of  1893, 
section  5,  they  will  find  this  provision  : — 

"  Provided  that  no  Proclamation  shall  be 
made  unless  the  Governor  in  Council  is  satis- 
fied that  as  between  the  bank  and  its  creditors 
its  assets  exceed  its  liabilities  by  at  least  the 
sum  of  the  paid-up  capital  and  the  reserved 
profits." 

There  would  be  a  great  difficulty,  in  case  of  a 
run  on  the  bank,  in  making  the  declaration  re- 
quired in  the  6th  section  of  the  Act,  and  it  is 
proposed  by  this  Bill  to  amend  it  so  that  the 
section  will  read  to  this  effect : — 

"  Provided  that  no  Proclamation  shall  be 
made  unless  the  Governor  in  Council  is  satis- 
fled  that  as  between  the  bank  and  its  creditors 
its  assets  exceed  its  liabilities  in  the  colony  and 
the  reserved  profits." 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  also  amend  the 
8rd  section  of  the  Act,  which  will  read  as 
follows  :— 

"  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  all  notes  pay- 
able on  demand,  heretofore,  or  hereafter  to  be, 
issued,  circulated,  or  reissued  in  the  colony  by 
any  bank  under  authority  of  this  or  any  other 
Act  of  tliis  colony  in  that  behalf,  shall,  to  the 
amount  of  the  issue  authorised,  be  a  first  charge 
on  all  the  assets  and  property,  including  the 
Bon.  Mr.  Beynolds 


paid-up  capital,  uncalled  capital,  and 
fund,"  et  cetera. 

We  have  guaranteed  one  bank  to  the  extent 
of  two  millions,  and,  lest  by  any  accident  oraoj 
unforeseen  circumstances  anything  might  tab 
place  which  might  cause  a  ran  on  the  l»nk,  th* 
Government,  after  very  careful  considentiaa 
and  after  a  very  anxious  time,  have  oonsidend 
it  desirable  to  introduce  this  measure  fat 
the  purpose  of  preventing  aay  disaster  tlut 
might  possibly  arise.  I  need  hardly  asson 
honourable  members  that  this  \t  a  subjeet 
which  has  received  very  earnest  attention  oo  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  we  have  anxioady 
considered  what  was  the  best  to  be  done  in  tb> 
interests  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  colony's  guarantee,  and  if  this  Bill 
is  given  effect  to  it  will  be  a  fair  and  reasoo- 
able  way  of  meeting  any  dif&culty  which  Hugbt, 
but  which  I  hope  will  not,  occur.  Whea 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  former  Bi3 
I  mentioned  that  the  Government  would  tska 
the  first  possible  opportunity  of  separating  whis 
was  known  as  the  Assets  Company — the  dog 
on  the  banking  institution — from  tha  hank: 
but,  after  considering  the  matter  over  and  ottt 
again,  we  felt  satisfied  that  we  had  no  power 
to  legislate  to  effect  that  separation,  on  aooonnt 
of  the  Assets  Company  being  domiciled  oatodi 
our  jurisdiction ;  but  we  have  obtained  the 
assurance  from  the  creditors  of  the  rompiiy 
that  within  a  very  short  period  it  will  beplaeaj 
under  colonial  control.  With  that  assniaBce, 
I  therefore  ask  the  Council  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time.  I  should  further  refer  to  aootlMr 
clause  in  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  qoesdon  oi 
amalgamation.  My  own  opinion  is  that  tbi 
least  said  about  this  so-called  amalgomatioa 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  institutions  cod- 
cemed,  as  I  am  sure  that  what  is  said  by  "  chi 
man  in  the  street "  will  not  benefit  those  ia- 
stitutions,  because  it  might  look  as  if  th^ 
were  afraid  of  one  another.  It  seems  to  mt 
that  frequent  reference  to  them  will  be  doing 
a  great  injury  to  an  institution  which  i«  a 
thoroughly  colonial  one ;  and  in  moving  in  this 
matter  the  Government  have  no  sach  desire 
and  no  wish  to  depreciate  in  the  slightest 
degree  any  of  the  interests  of  that  institotioiL, 
which  is,  I  believe,  in  a  very  sound  conditioa. 
but  we  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be 
no  amalgamation  without  the  fullest  concs- 
rence  of  Parliament.  I  have  nothing  fnrtha 
to  say,  except  to  move,  That  the  BiU  be  am 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  wish  to  drawtk 
attention  of  this  Council  to  what  seems  to  at 
to  be  quite  a  new  departure,  and  a  departmi 
for  which  there  is  no  very  great  precedent.    Af 
I  understand  it,  the  colony  has  made  a  coo- 
pact  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  to  which  it 
has  given  its  guarantee  to  the  extent  of  ta» 
millions  sterling,  on  condition  that  the  ool^ 
should  have  the  appointment  of  the  Pmidail 
of    the    bonk    and    the    appointment  cf  Iki 
Auditors.      I    hold    that  when   that   Bill  «■( 
passed  these  conditions  were  accepted  by  tkt 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  all  right  dl  tkt 
colony  to  interfere  with  the  aSaiis  of  the  Buk 
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of  New  Zealand  ended,  and  I  hald  that  we 
have  absolutely  no  right  whatever,  by  legis- 
lative enactment,  inither  to  infringe  upon  the 
privileges  of  that  corporation.  But  it  is  not 
only  that.  I  hold  that  the  introduction  of  a 
elanse  of  this  kind  into  a  Bill  is  an  admission 
pro  tanto  of  want  of  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  own  official  recently  appointed 
— namely,  the  President.  If  this  amalgama- 
tion was  not  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the 
New  Zealand  Bank,  the  President  had  the 
power  to  veto  it,  and  that  was  quite  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Government.  In  regard 
to  the  amalgamation  which  has  been  so 
mnch  discussed,  I  cannot  for  my  life  see  in 
what  way  the  Legislature  has  any  right  to  busy 
itself  about  the  consideration  of  that  matter. 
The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  managed  by  very 
able,  shrewd,  clear-headed,  independent  direc- 
tors, and,  if  this  amalgamation  would  not 
prove  to  the  interest  of  the  bank,  those  direc- 
tors would  never  assent  to  it.  Any  person  who 
knows  them  will  admit  that.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  this  amalgamation  was  likely  to  prove 
to  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
by  what  right  is  the  Legislature  to  interfere  to 
prevent  it  ?  I  know  of  no  claim  by  which  this 
colony  has  any  right  to  raise  any  such  difficulty. 
Let  us  look  at  the  equipoise  that  exists  on 
the  Bank  Board.  The  President  is  simply  the 
representative  of  the  Government,  and  he  can- 
not initiate  any  project  on  his  own  motion. 
The  directors  are  competent  to  carry  all  the  re- 
sponsibility given  to  them  by  the  shareholders. 
They  are  competent  men,  and  are  perfectly 
able  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  share- 
holders, and  we  should  not  in  any  way  inter- 
fere by  legislation.  I  look  upon  this  Bill 
merely  as  the  result  of  the  harassing  action  of 
certain  individuals  who  have  been  constantly 
patting  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  in 
another  place,  inquiring  what  has  been  done; 
and  I  question  the  good  sense  of  those  persons 
in  interfering  with  the  business  of  this  corpora- 
tion. I  object  on  principle  to  this  grfidual 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  others.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  this 
amalgamation,  but,  since  so  much  has  been 
said,  I  am  of  opinion,  as  regards  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand, — I  am  not  its  client, — con- 
sidering its  excellent  business  connection  and 
its  guarantee  of  two  millions  sterling  securing 
its  deposits,  if  the  whole  of  its  assets  were 
swallowed  up  by  its  liabilities,  that  its  position 
is  perfectly  secure,  and  that  it  is  bound  to  earn 
good  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— The  clause 
referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  which  is  in- 
tended to  prevent  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
from  amalgamating  with  any  other  bank,  has 
been  considered  by  him  apparently  as  the 
most  important  clause  in  the  Bill.  For  my 
part,  I  attach  no  importance  whatever  to  that 
clause,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  intended  to 
have  any  importance.  What  the  object  may 
be  in  introducing  it  I  do  not  know,  but  really 
the  gist  of  this  BUI,  I  am  coavinifed,  lies  in 
the  2nd  section.  I  think  it  would  Dave  been 
a  pity  if  saoh  a  very  important  clause  were 


allowed  to  pass  without  a  word.  The  change 
which  is  proposed  to  be  introduced  by  this 
clause  is  one  of  the  very  highest  importance, 
and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  justice  to  the  other 
banking  institutions  of  the  colony  that  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  should  be  declared  to  bo,  as 
the  Attomey-Geneial  said,  intended  to  apply 
only  to  the  bank  which  the  Government  have 
guaranteed.  As  far  as  we  are  aware,  there  is 
not  the  slightest  necessity  for  this  clause  with 
regard  to  any  other  banking  institution,  and 
everybody  knows  that  there  is  no  such  danger 
of  any  harm  to  any  other  bank  than  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  in  that  case  there 
may  be  a  necessity  for  this  clause ;  but  it- 
would  be  unjust  to  other  banking  institutions 
in  the  colony  if  this  clause  were  not  de* 
clared  to  be  intended  solely  for  that  institu- 
tion. The  Attorney- General  has  given  us  the 
reason  for  the  introduction  of  these  two  clauses 
— namely,  that  it  would  be  competent  in  th» 
case  of  any  banking  institution  to  call  upon 
the  Government  to  put  into  operation  the  Act 
of  1893  relating  to  the  bank-note  issue— and  he 
stated  it  would  be  impossible,  perhaps,  for  th» 
Government  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  position  of  the 
bank  being  such  as  to  justify  the  bringing  into 
operation  of  the  provisions  of  that  Act.  That 
is  no  reason  at  all,  it  seems  to  me  ;  and  it  is  a 
mere  excuse,  and  can  scarcely  be  dignified  by 
calling  it  a  reason.  If  this  clause  is  intended 
merely  for  the  sake  of  one  puticular  bank,  the 
Government  are  bound,  standing  in  the  posi- 
tion they  do  towards  that  bank  now — so  long 
as  the  guarantee  of  two  millions  is  in  force — to 
make  themselves  thoroughly  informed  from 
time  to  time  as  to  the  exact  position  of  the 
Government  bank.  And  the  reason  they  are 
suggesting  for  the  necessity  of  making  a  change 
in  the  law  does  not  exist.  While  I  think  we 
should  recognise  that  this  clause  is  intended 
for  one  particular  bank — and  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  it — on  the  other  hand,  when  we  know 
that  the  other  banking  institutions  do  not  re- 
quire it,  it  is  unfair  to  those  other  banking  in- 
stitutions. Besides,  it  gives  the  Government 
a  power  which  no  Government  should  bo  in- 
trusted with,  as  it  gives  them  the  power,  by 
mere  Order  in  Council,  at  any  moment,  to 
launch  upon  the  colony  a  paper  currency,  the- 
results  of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  fore- 
see. The  power  is  one  which  I,  for  one,  am 
not  prepared  to  trust  to  any  Government.  I 
look  upon  section  2  as  the  veiy  essence  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  it,  and 
I  hope  the  Council  will  consider  this  question 
before  it  goes  any  further.  If  the  Bill  gets 
into  Committee  I  propose  to  suggest  an 
amendment  restricting  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  the  one  particular  bank — the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand. 
Bill  read  the  second  and  the  third  time. 

BAILWAYS  AUTHORISATION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  he 
desired  to  say  a  few  words  before  the  Bill  was 
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finally  paased.  With  regard  to  the  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper,  the  Council  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  reading  them,  and,  in  passing  them 
without  properly  coDBidering  them,  were  acting 
against  the  interests  of  the  colony.  He  conld 
~rery  well  remember  when  a  Railways  Bill 
caused  great  interest  in  that  Council,  and  was 
discussed  from  all  sides  upon  its  merits ;  but 
this  Bill  had  not  had  any  discussion;  and  it 
seemed  to  him,  although  honourable  gentlemen 
wished  to  go  home, — they  had  been  there  for 
four  months,  and  no  doubt  desired  to  get  away, 
— that  that  was  no  excuse  for  their  setting 
aside  all  judgment  and  passing  Bills  without  a 
single  word,  without  a  bit  of  consideration,  and 
without  even  reading  them,  but  leaving  the 
-colony  to  take  the  consequences.  He  confessed 
that  the  way  the  Banking  Bill  and  other  Bills 
had  been  passed  that  day  was  such  that  he  really 
felt  that  this  session  was  the  worst  session  he 
had  ever  known  in  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  measures  had  been  rushed  through.  A 
crush  of  work  had  been  rushed  upon  the  Coun- 
cil during  the  last  few  hours  of  the  session, 
and  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  that 
Chamber  to  exercise  legitimate  criticism  in 
the  legislation  of  the  country.  Although  he 
would  not  oppose  the  Bill  going  through,  he 
wished  to  see  the  Council  a  little  more  true  to 
itself,  and  absolutely  refuse  to  pass  Bills  at 
this  late  stage  of  the  session.  If  not  this 
«ession,  at  any  rate,  he  hoped  they  would  do 
«o  next,  and  refuse  to  do  it,  but  adjourn  and 
take  time.  Simply  because  the  other  Chamber 
-chose  to  form  itself  into  a  debating  society, 
that  was  no  reason  why  Bills  should  he  rushed 
through  that  Chamber  without  the  least  con- 
sideration. He  thought  that  such  action  was 
not  patriotic,  and  he  was  quite  sure  they  wonld 
have  to  pay  dearly  in  the  future  for  the  action 
they  were  taking  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  quite  agreed 
with  the  last  speaker  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made,  and  he  thought  the  Council  was  not 
doing  its  duty  in  allowing  Bills  to  pass  without 
members  having  had  sufficient  time  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  each  measure. 
If  the  Council  were  to  do  its  duty  just  now  it 
would  either  decide  to  go  on  for  a  month  to 
give  full  consideration  to  these  Bills,  or  else  it 
should  throw  the  responsibility  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  introducing  them  at  an  earlier 
stage,  and  absolutely  refuse  to  pass  them.  He 
might  say  that,  unless  the  Council  exerted  its 
prerogative  and  bad  full  information  on  these 
measures  before  it,  the  best  way  would  be  to 
Abolish  it  altogether.  He  certainly  would  vote 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Council  unless  the 
Council  performed  its  duty  and  considered  Bills 
before  they  were  allowed  to  pass.  He  guaran- 
teed that  very  few  honourable  members  knew 
Anything  about  the  Bills  that  were  brought 
down  that  day ;  and  there  would  be  more  Bills 
brought  down,  because  he  noticed  that  there 
was  another  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  to  be 
introduced  that  day. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that 
they  had  heard  that  old  story  very  often.  He 
had  been  watching  events  in  another  place, 
Hon.  Sir  O.  S.  Whitmore 


and  could  tell  the  Council  that  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  get  the  measures  more  forward. 
The  Council  performed  its  work  faithfully  and 
honestly,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that,  with 
the  exception  of  his  honourable  friend,  eveiy 
member  had  made  himself  fully  acquainted 
with  the  measure  under  discussion. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 

LITTLE   BARRIER  ISLAND   PURCHASE 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moring. 
That  the  Couneil  go  into  Committee  on  this  BUI, 
said  he  would  like  to  make  an  explanation  in  a- 
gard  to  it,  because  he  had  promised  the  Council 
that  he  would  make  inquiries  concerning  the 
Bill.  He  would  place  before  the  Council  the 
facts  which  had  come  within  his  knowledge  is 
relation  to  this  matter,  and  what  had  transpired 
in  connection  with  the  department.  He  bad 
a  copy  of  the  deed  executed  by  all  the  alleged 
owners  of  this  property  with  the  exception  of 
three  Natives.  One  who  signed  the  deed  and 
who  objected  to  receiving  this  money  was  the 
chief  agitator  in  the  matter,  and  was  causing 
no  little  trouble  in  consequence  of  the  action 
he  had  taken.  He  regretted  to  say  that 
another  agitator,  who  had  negotiated  the  sale 
to  the  Government,  was  also  an  opponent  of 
the  measure.  He  would  not  refer  to  this 
person's  name,  because  it  was  not  desirable  to 
do  so.  This  Little  Barrier  Island  waspresouud 
to  have  been  purchased  with  other  lands  about 
Auckland  early  in  the  forties  by  Mr.  Commii- 
sioner  Clarke,  but  by  some  accident  or  other 
the  island  was  not  proclaimed  as  a  part  of  the 
general  purchase.  After  a  time  the  Kativei 
set  up  a  claim  to  the  land,  and  it  was  the 
subject  of  investigation  in  the  Native  Land 
Court  on  five  different  occasions,  each  decisdoa 
upsetting  the  previous  one,  so  that  there  were 
five  different  decisions  ;  and  at  last  the  matter 
reached  its  present  position.  This  Native, 
Tenetahi,  who  was  the  principal  opponent,  al- 
though he  had  signed  the  deed,  now  objected  to 
the  purchase  because  the  whole  of  the  money 
was  not  paid  to  him  in  order  that  he  might  dis- 
tribute it  as  he  thought  proper.  He  (Sir  F.  A. 
Buckley)  had  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  an 
behalf  of  the  three  principal  Natives  to  Jadge 
Fenton,  who  negotiated  the  matter  on  behiJf 
of  the  Government  in  1891,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Auckland,  1st  July,  1891. 
"  To  Mr.  Penton. 

"  Friehd,— Your  letter  to  me  has  airivtd. 
You  say  Hauturu  should  be  sold  for  £3,000.  I 
have  talked  with  Paratene.  He  has  agreed  to 
that  payment ;  hut  let  that  money  be  given  fa) 
the  hands  of  Paratene,  Rahui,  and  TenetahL 
It  is  for  us  to  distribute  the  money  to  each 
man,  that  we  may  know  that  it  goes  to  the 
great  person  and  to  the  small  person.  We  do 
not  wish  that  a  lawyer  should  distribute  ooi 
money.  Our  money  will  be  wanted  for  the 
lawyer.  The  reason  of  the  delay  about  your 
letter  was  that  I  might  see  Paratene.  Having 
seen  him,  I  write  you.  Paratene  is  at  Hau- 
turu at  present.    When  you  get  this  letter,  let 
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the  money  (£8,000)  be  pud  tbis  month.    This 
ia  all.  "  By  Pabatene. 

"  Rahui. 
"  Tenetahi. 

**  When  yoa  see  this  letter,  speedily  write  to 
me,  lest  Paratene  should  hasten  to  retam." 

Tenetahi,  however,  now  objected  to  this  on 
the  sole  ground  of  having  incurred  some  ex- 
penses which  might,  perhaps,  be  charged  against 
him  out  of  his  own  proportion ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  intention  of  doing  anything  of  the 
sort,  and  he  would  be  paid  the  amount  assessed 
as  his  interest.  That  was  the  only  difficulty 
about  the  matter,  and  with  that  exception  the 
whole  of  the  I^atives  who  owned  this  property 
were  willing  that  it  should  be  sold  for  defence 
parposes,  for  which  it  was  required,  and  also 
for  the  preservation  of  birds.  The  Government 
were  prepared  to  give  Tenetahi  what  was  fair, 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
on  behalf  of  the  others,  and  were  faithfully 
eanying  out  the  agreement.  He  (Sir  P.  A. 
Buckley)  had  a  lot  of  papers  and  other  docu- 
ments in  connection  with  the  sale,  which  would 
show  that  it  was  a  fair  and  square  bargain. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYK  said  the  hononi:- 
able  gentleman  had  given  the  Council  what  one 
might  call  the  departmental  report  of  the  trans- 
action, which,  no  doubt,  be  had  taken  in  good 
faith.  It  was  the  usual  practice  for  the  depart- 
ment to  do  what  they  could  to  protect  the 
revenue.  There  were  a  lot  of  papers  in  connec- 
tion with  this  case,  and  it  was  impossible  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  have  mastered 
the  details,  and  he  was  influenced  by  the  officers 
of  the  department,  who  wished  to  protect  the 
Government  and  save  them  any  trouble.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had,  no  doubt,  followed 
the  advice  tendered  by  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  had  made  his  statements  of  the  case 
from  a  departmental  point  of  view,  but  he  hod 
omitted  to  tell  the  Council  that  this  man  Tene- 
tahi was  the  chief  of  the  hapu  to  whom 
this  island  was  granted  after  a  great  amount 
of  litigation.  It  appeared  that  this  man  had 
exerted  himself  and  had  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  in  retaining  the  island  for  the 
benefit  of  his  hapu  and  himself.  He  understood 
that  he  had  a  much  larger  claim  to  the  island 
in  question  through  his  own  interest  and  that 
of  his  wife ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  bad  expended  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  money  in  prosecuting  his 
original  claim,  and  he  naturally  objected  to  the 
whole  of  this  purchase-money,  £3,000,  being 
distributed  amongst  the  persons  to  whom  the 
authorities  had  granted  it,  without  his  having 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  refund  of  what 
be  had  spent  in  litigation  for  the  benefit  of 
his  hapu.    That  being  the  case,  Tenetahi  had 

frotested  very  properly  against  the  payment 
eing  made  in  a  manner  which  he  did  not  con- 
template when  he  executed  the  conveyance 
of  the  property  to  the  Government.  He  (Mr. 
Pharazyn)  had  a  letter  in  his  hands  from 
Messrs.  Uossell  and  Campbell,  solicitors,  of 
Auckland,  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Campbell, 
solicitor,  in  Wellington,  requesting  that  gentle- 
man to  act  for  this  Tenetahi  and  the  other 
Katives  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  who  had  not 


received  their  money,  and  in  this  letter  h» 
stated  the  facts.     He  began  by  saying, — 

"  On  Thursday  last  we  wired  you  as  follows : 
'Tenetahi,  Wi  Taiawa,  Bahui  te  Kiri,  and 
Ngapeke  wish  to  be  heard  by  counsel  at  bar 
of  House  against  Little  Barrier  Island  Pur- 
chase Bill.'  Endeavour  to  stop  progress  until 
opportunity  given.  Full  particulars  and  instruc- 
tions will  re%oh  Wellington  Tuesday  night. 
See  May's  '  Parliamentary  Practice,'  edition 
1859,  page  438. " 

The  Bill  having  been  brought  down  at  thia 
late  period  of  the  session,  Tenetahi  and  hia 
friends  had  been  unable  to  obtain  what  they 
wished — that  was,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House — and  therefore  they  looked  to  the 
Council,  after  a  long_  discussion  in  another 
place,  to  protect  their  interests.  The  writer 
of  this  letter,  the  lawyer, said, — 

"  From  the  statement  you  will  see  that  a 
conveyance  was  signed  by  Tenetahi  under  the 
circumstances  therein  mentioned.  We  under- 
stand that  the  signature  by  Tenetahi  was  for 
long  in  the  Native  Lands  Office  or  in  the  Land 
Purchase  Office  considered  worthless.    .    .    . 

"The  subdivision  was  made  without  Tene- 
tahi or  his  family  being  represented,  and  he 
claims  that  his  wife  and  hunself  were  really 
entitled  to  the  whole  island,  or  at  least  the 
greater  part  of  it.  However  that  may  be,  it 
appears  to  be  the  faot  that  she,  with  Tenetahi 
and  their  family,  are  almost  the  only  Nativea 
who  have  lived  on  the  island ;  here  they  have 
had  their  home  for  about  forty  years.  They 
have  a  weatherboard  house,  and  about  two- 
hundred  acres  sown  with  grass.  He  has  sheep 
and  cattle  on  the  island,  and  he  has  made  a 
good  deal  oS  it  by  sale  of  firewood.  Tenetahi 
maintains  that  when  he  agreed  to  sell,  and 
signed  the  conveyance,  it  was  on  the  condition. 
that  the  £3,000  was  to  be  paid  into  his  hands 
or,  at  least,  in  bis  presence.  Swanson,  inter- 
preter, says  that,  unless  all  the  owners  signed 
within  three  months,  Tenetahi's  signature  was 
to  be  void.  Tenetahi  says  he  has  a  memoran- 
dum in  writing,  which  he  bsks  gone  to  the 
Barrier  to  get.  Tole  was  acting  tor  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  matter. 

"  We  do  not  know  the  date  of  his  signing.  It 
must  have  been  long  before  the  Native  Land 
Court  was  held  at  which  the  interests  were 
defined.  The  condition  upon  which  Tenetahi 
signed  the  conveyance  not  having  been  accom- 
plished, it  is  void. 

"Although  the  interests  of  other  grantees 
may  apparently  be  the  same  as  those  of  Tene- 
tahi, and  although  £300  may  be  a  very  fair 
payment  for  a  tenth  to  those  Natives  who 
never  lived  on  the  island,  and  had  no  interest 
in  it  bat  a  paper  one,  it  is  a  totally  inadequate 
price  for  the  interests  of  Tenetahi  and  his- 
family. 

"Neither  Bahni  te  Kiri  nor  Ngapeke  ever 
agreed  to  sell  their  interests ;  and  to  pass  the 
proposed  Bill  would  be  a  confiscation  and  an 
act  of  gross  injustice  to  these  persons,  and 
also  a  breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 

"  Insist  strongly  on  this,  and  the  oondition 
made  by  Tenetahi;  also   the  fact   that  the^ 
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family  lived  there,  and  that  Tenetahi  hae  no 
other  land. 

"  We  intend  to  prepare  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  signed  by  the  Natives  aggrieved, 
but  Tenetahi  will  not  be  back  from  the  Barrier 
in  time  for  this  mail." 

There  was  a  copy  of  a  document  which  he 
would  refer  to  as  showing  the  condition  under 
which  Tenetahi  executed  the  conveyance,  as 
follows  :— 

"  It  is  hereby  understood  that  in  signing  the 
deed  transferring  Hautura  to  the  Queen  no 
money  considerauon  is  to  be  paid  to  any  of  the 
owners  until  all  of  them  sign  the  said  transfer ; 
and  that  if  all  the  other  s&id  owners  consent  to 
Tenetahi  receiving  the  whole  of  the  said  sum, 
JBS.OOO,  the  some  shall  be  paid  to  him  for  dis- 
tribution amongst  all  the  owners,  according  to 
their  respective  shares. 

"  H.  P.  Edoeb. 
"Teketahi. 

"  Auckland,  2nd  October,  1891." 

With  that  view  of  the  case  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  Fharazyn)  exceedingly  unfair,  seeing  that 
the  essential  conditions  of  this  conveyance  of 
■the  island  to  the  Government  had  not  been  ful- 
filled, and  that  this  man  and  his  immediate 
delations  were  being  dispossessed  of  their  rights 
by  the  force  of  law,  for  that  was  really  the 
meaning  of  the  Bill.  The  recitals  in  it  were 
-either  inaccurate  or  inadequate.  Nothing  was 
■aid  of  the  circumstances  under  which  this  con- 
veyance was  executed.  It  was  stated  in  the 
preamble  that  this  property  belonged  to  certain 
Natives,  and  it  went  on  to  recite  that  these 
people  agreed  to  dispose  of  the  said  island  to 
Her  Majesty  for  a  sum  of  £3,000,  and  that  all 
of  them  were  satisfied  with  this  arrangement 
except  the  persons  named  in  the  subsection 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page.  It  also  said, 
-"  And  whereas  the  said  Tenetahi,  Kino  Rewiti, 
and  Wi  Taiawa  have  not  received  their  pro- 
portionate shares  of  such  sum,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  pounds,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  and  one  hundred  pounds  respec- 
tively." Practically  it  declared  that  the  sum 
of  £3,000  was  to  be  paid  in  accordance  with 
the  original  proposal  of  the  Court  between 
the  persons  who  still  objected  to  convey  the 
property,  but  the  conditions  under  which 
the  conveyance  was  executed  were  not  re- 
ferred to  in  any  way  in  this  Bill.  The  matter 
was  treated  as  if  there  had  been  no  condition 
at  all.  This  man  who  originally  executed  the 
conveyance  thought  it  ought  to  be  given  effect 
to  even  if  certain  Natives  interested  refused  to 
be  parties  to  it.  It  might  be  necessary  in  such 
cases,  where  a  conveyance  was  given  by  Na- 
tives, and  one  or  two  of  the  Natives  claiming 
stood  out,  to  ignore  their  rights,  and  either  to 
separate  tiiem  or  compel  them  to  be  parties  to 
the  transfer.  But  this  was  a  special  cose,  where 
Tenatahi  had  made  the  conveyance  under 
special  circumstances,  and  under  conditions 
which  had  not  been  carried  out.  If  this  Act 
were  passed  he  would  be  deprived  of  that  right 
tinder  which  he  acted  when  he  executed  the 
4eed,  and  those  who  had  benefited  by  the  ez- 
Son.  Mr.  Pharwsyn 


ertions  of  this  man  would  be  entitled  to  receive 
their  proportions  of  the  purchase-money,  jost 
as  if  he  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
He  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  thought  it  was  an  extremely 
unfair  and  unjust  prooeeding  to  say  that  poblie 
force  should  be  used  to  compel  a  man  to  do 
what  he  did  not  intend  originally  to  do-^to 
entirely  ignore  the  conditions  of  the  agreement, 
and  simply  to  treat  him  as  if  he  made  the  con- 
veyance without  any  conditions  whatever,  and 
was  merely  trying  to  get  out  of  a  bad  bargain. 
That  was  not  the  case  at  all.  It  had  been 
stated  that,  if  his  case  were  not  dealt  with 
fairly,  Tenetahi  would  bum  down  the  trees  on 
the  island,  and  render  it  unfit  for  what  wu 
required.  This  statement,  he  believed,  was 
entirely  false.  He  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  sympathized 
with  the  Government  in  the  object  they  sought, 
and  he  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  if 
the  Government  were  a  little  more  liberal, 
and  agreed  to  pay  the  Native  what  he  hid 
expended. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
received  an  assurance  from  the  Minister  that 
this  would  be  done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  thought  it  onght 
to  be  included  in  the  Bill . 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  confessed  that 
he  had  not  sufficient  confidence  that  this  wonld 
be  done,  and  feared  that,  in  passing  this  Bill, 
they  were  really  doing  an  injustice.  It  was  a 
Bill  brought  down  within  the  last  few  days  of 
the  session,  and  they  had  not  given  the  Nativet 
an  opportunity  of  being  present.  It  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  private  Bill;  bat  that  haul  been 
ignored.  They  were  asked  to  pass  this  Bill 
without  any  knowledge  except  that  they  were 
dealing  with  people  who  asserted  that  they 
were  being  treated  imf airly.  Even  if  the  Bill 
were  rejected,  what  harm  could  be  done  ?  Nego- 
tiations could  be  gone  on  with  during  the  le- 
cess,  and,  if  the  proposal  were  made  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  Minister,  the  negotiations 
could  be  completed.  If  the  Native  refnsed  to 
take  what  was  offered  no  harm  would  result  in 
rejecting  the  BUI,  leaving  it  over  until  next 
session  for  the  man  to  lie  heard ;  and  then 
everything  would  be  done  that  was  proper 
under  the  circumstances.  It  would  be  unbe- 
coming in  the  Council  to  assist  any  one  in 
doing  an  act  of  injustice.  He  begged  to  move. 
That  the  Bill  be  committed  that  day  tkrte 
months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  could  not 
profess  to  know  much  about  the  Little  Bonier 
Island,  and  still  less  could  he  say  that  he  knev 
anything  about  the  claims  of  Tenetahi.  He 
noticed,  however,  that  this  man's  claim 
amounted  to  no  less  than  a  third  of  the  to^ 
snm.  He  knew  enough  of  the  way  in  which 
Native  business  of  this  kind  was  carried 
out,  where,  unfortunately  the  Government  was 
concerned :  it  was  not  thought  at  all  beneaUi 
the  honourable  position  of  gentlemen  cco- 
nected  with  the  law  to  endeavour  to  extort 
sums  of  money  from  the  Government.  He 
knew  of  a  surveyor  who  some  time  ago  sent 
forward  claims  for  a  survey  in  a  useless  fart 
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of  the  eotintiy,  and  charged  a  sum  that  was 
enough  to  maJce  one's  hair  stand  on  end.  He 
did  not  think  this  was  a  claim  by  Tenetahi  or 
any  of  the  chiefs  on  the  Barrier.  It  was  no- 
thing else  than  a  claim  brought  forward  by 
Europeans.  He  therefore  thought  it  much 
safer  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and,  if  necessary,  to  put  in  a 
clause  giving  effect  to  what  the  Attomey- 
-General  intended  to  be  done,  if  they  could  not 
trust  the  Government.  He  objected  to  passing 
An  Act  with  unlimited  application ;  because 
4he  colony  would  simply  be  giving  a  number  of 
Natives  over  to  the  hands  of  Auckland  lawyers, 
•nd  affording  the  latter  an  opportunity  of  co- 
ercing the  Oovemment  to  give  what  was  wanted 
by  way  of  litigation.  It  appeared  that  Tene- 
tahi and  the  other  two  Natives  were  to  get  a 
third  of  the  whole  amount,  and  they  had  agreed 
to  allow  these  lawyers  to  keep  a  portion  of  the 
mone^ — a  practice  with  which  they  were  all 
familiar.  He  (Sir  O.  S.  Whitmore)  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  assurance  that  had 
been  given  that  anything  in  the  shape  of 
legitimate  litigation  expenses  would  be  paid 
fay  the  Government.  As  regarded  the  trouble 
inade  over  this  Bill,  and  the  attempt  to  set  it 
Aside,  he  might  say  that  he  had  not  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  document  or  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but,  knowing  as  he 
-did  how  the  Maoris  were  made  perfect  tools  of 
in  many  instances  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
money — and  in  this  case  he  knew  that  they 
-were  being  made  tools  of  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  money  In  the  way  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  Auckland — he  would  take  no  part  in 
obstructing  the  Government,  if  the  Government 
would  agree  to  refund  the  legitimate  expenses 
which  had  been  incurred  by  the  Native  owners. 
He  would  therefore  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  desired  to  say  a 
few  words  on  this  question.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean,  on  the  last  sitting-day,  thought  that 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  had  not  done  their 
duty  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  but  had  considered 
it  in  a  perfunctory  way,  and  not  given  them- 
selves time  even  to  read  it  through.  He  begged 
to  assure  the  honourable  genUeman  that  he 
bad  read  the  Bill  through  carefully,  and  was 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  the  Little  Barrier, 
baving  heard  the  particulars  of  the  case  some 
-eight  years  ago  from  Judge  Williams,  one  of 
the  Land  Court  Judges,  who  sat  to  hear  the 
«ase  with  Chief  Judge  Macdonald,  and  who 
was  exceedingly  annoyed  to  find  that  their 
judgment  was  afterwards  set  aside  by  a  younger 
man  than  himself — namely.  Judge  Puckey. 
But  the  case  had  been  heard  and  reheard  so 
often  that  it  would  be  better  to  trace  the  his- 
tory of  it  from  the  first.  On  the  16th  July, 
1880,  Judge  Rogan  heard  the  case,  and  awarded 
the  island  to  Paora  Tuhaere  and  seventeen 
others  of  the  Ngatiwhatua  Tribe.  They  were 
the  rightful  owners  of  the  island ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Williams)  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
as  far  as  Tenetahi  was  concerned,  the  whole 
thing  was  a  swindle  from  beginning  to  end. 
He  was  a  half-oaste, — his  mother  a  Ngati- 


poron, — and  he  never  had  any  claim.  He  had 
done  the  Ngatiwhatua  out  of  their  property, 
and  he  was  now  trying  to  blackmail  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  in  1880  that  Judge  Rogan 
awarded  the  island  to  Paora  Tuhaere  and 
seventeen  others  of  the  Ngatiwhatua  Tribe ;  and 
in  1881  Tenetahi  came  on  to  the  scene,  and 
retained  Mr.  Tole  as  counsel  on  his  behalf. 
An  order  wm  obtained  under  "The  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act,  1881,"  for  a  re- 
hearing of  the  case,  and  Judge  Munro  was 
appointed  to  rehear  the  case.  The  judgment 
showed  on  the  face  of  It  that  the  case  must 
have  been  heard  in  a  very  perfunctory  man- 
ner, to  say  the  least,  as  judgment  was  given  in 
favour  of  Tenetahi,  his  wife  and  daughter,  and 
two  of  the  Ngatiwai,  whereas  it  appeared  at 
the  last  rehee^ring  that  there  were  fifteen  of 
the  Ngatiwai  who  should  have  been  grantees. 
After  this  judgment  was  given  Paora  Tuliaere 
and  others  applied  for  a  rehearing,  and  Chief 
Judge  Macdonald  and  Judge  Williams  heard 
the  case.  With  regard  to  Judge  Williams,  he 
might  say  that  he  came  to  the  country  in 
1823,  and  was  thoroughly  up  in  all  the  man- 
ners and  customs  of  the  Maoris,  and  was  a 
thorough  master  of  the  Native  language,  not 
only  speaking  it  correctly,  but  with  a  refine- 
ment peculiar  to  only  a  few.  He  was  one  who 
might  be  said  to  dot  his  "i's"  and  cross  his 
"  t's  "  when  he  spoke  the  Native  tongue.  He 
was  a  man  of  a  judicial  mind,  and  he  had 
taken  great  pains  in  all  cases  that  he  had 
sat  upon,  and  in  no  other  instance  hod  his 
judgment  been  set  aside.  It  was  therefore 
particularly  mortifying  to  him  to  find  that 
his  judgment  had  been  upset  on  the  rehear- 
ing of  this  particular  case.  It  was  the  third 
hearing  of  the  case,  and  he  was  determined 
that  no  stone  should  be  left  unturned  in  order 
to  arrive  at  as  correct  a  judgment  as  possible, 
and  he  gave  his  jud((ment  that  the  island  was 
the  property  of  Te  Kawerau  and  others  of  the 
Ngatiwhatua  Tribe,  including  Bahui,  daughter 
of  Te  Kiri  and  wife  of  Tenetahi.  Tenetahi  had 
no  claim  whatever:  his  father  was  a  European, 
and  his  mother  a  Ngatiporou  of  the  East  Cape. 
That  was  in  the  year  1884 ;  and  in  the  year  1886 
Tenetahi  retained  as  counsel  ex-Judge  Fenton, 
and  Judge  Puckey  was  appointed  to  rehear  the 
case.  Now,  he  was  sorry  to  say  anything 
against  Judge  Puckey,  because  he  knew  him 
to  be  a  good,  amiable  man,  but  he  hod  not  a 
judicial  mind,  and,  as  a  Judge,  often  made 
mistakes,  The  Council  had  heard  of  him  in 
connection  with  the  Ngarara  case.  That  case, 
older  members  of  the  Council  would  remember, 
had  cost  the  country  a  Royal  Commission,  and 
the  result  of  the  Commission  was  a  reversal  of 
Judge  Pnckey's  decision.  This  was  the  third 
time  that  he  (Mr.  Williams)  had  had  to  deal 
with  a  case  in  which  Judge  Puckey  hod  given 
his  decision.  The  second  case  was  in  the  Bay 
of  Islands  two  years  ago.  There  was  a  half- 
caste  of  a  certain  tribe — and  it  was  a  singular 
thing  that  in  all  these  cases  of  which  Judge 
Puckey  had  made  such  a  mess  half-castes 
were  concerned.  In  this  case  the  half-caste  in 
question  put  in  a  document  purporting  to  be  & 
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transfer  of  property  from  Archdeacon  Williami 
to  the  Maoris  ;  but  they  had  tampered  with 
this  document  by  altering  one  letter  "  i  "  into 
an  "  o,"  and  the  docameut  read  the  reverse  of 
what  it  was  intended  to  be.  This  was  pombed 
out  to  Judge  Puckey,  but  he  took  no  notice  of 
it,  and  it  did  not  alter  his  decision,  which 

Sicked  out  the  eyes  of  the  block,  and  entirely 
estroyed  the  interests  of  the  real  owners. 
Had  Mr.  Hone  Heke  been  there  he  would  have 
called  his  attention  to  this  ease,  because  it  was 
his  tribe  who  had  been  done  out  of  their  inter- 
est by  this  half-caste.  The  Natives  applied  for 
a  rehearing,  and  Chief  Judge  Smith  went  to 
inquire  whether  there  were  just  grounds  for  a 
rehearing,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  satis- 
fied that  there  were.  Judges  Barton  and  Von 
Stilrmer  heard  the  case  and  reversed  the  de- 
cision of  Judge  Puckey.  And  he  had  no  doubt, 
if  a  Commission  could  be  appointed  to  again 
rehear  this  case,  the  decision  would  be  as  Judge 
Williams  and  Chief  Judge  Macdonald  bad  de- 
cided— namely,  that  the  island  was  really  the 
property  of  the  Ngatiwhatua  Tribe.  As  it  was, 
he  supposed  no  rehearing  could  be  granted. 
Tenetahi  had  jumped  the  claim,  and  had  got 
legal  possession.  His  object  now  was  to  black- 
mail the  Government.  He  wanted  to  raise 
money,  and  he  had  stated  that  he  had  ex- 
pended the  sum  of  £750  in  obtaining  his  title. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  bow  that 
money  was  spent.  It  appeared  that  £180 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Tole,  and  £100  to  ex-Judge 
Fen  ton,  but  how  the  rest  was  spent  was  not 
stated.  Failing  to  do  his  co-grantees  out  of 
their  money,  Tenetahi  was  now  endeavouring 
to  blackmail  the  Qovemment,  and  he  was  told 
that  for  that  purpose  Tenetafai's  wife  and 
daughter  bad  refrained  from  signing  the  deed. 
He  had  kept  them  back  in  order  to  corner  the 
Government  and  to  force  its  band.  He  under- 
stood there  were  others  behind,  pulling  the 
strings,  and  he  gathered  from  a  telogram  from 
Mr.  Hone  Heke  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  before  the 
former  became  a  member  of  the  House,  that 
there  were  others  behind.  Mr.  Hone  Heke 
was  employed  by  the  department  to  try  to 
negotiate  with  Tenetahi,  and  to  obtain  his 
signature ;  and  he  wired  as  follows :  "  Re 
Little  Barrier  Island.  Many  obstacles  placed 
in  the  way  by  some  clique."  Who  were  the 
clique  he  referred  to  they  were  left  to  sur- 
mise, but  evidently  there  was  some  one  behind 
pulling  the  strings,  for  the  telegram  went  on  to 
state,  "Tenetahi  intends  to  apply  survey. 
His  interest  cut  off.  He  asks  £3,000  for  his 
interest."  This  was  after  Tenetahi  had  agreed 
to  sell  the  island  for  £3,000.  He  had  signed 
the  deed,  and  all  the  signatures  bad  been  ob- 
tained except  Tenetahi's  wife's  and  daughter's, 
whom  he  would  not  allow  to  sign,  in  order  to 
corner  the  Government.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment were  quite  right  in  taking  the  steps 
they  had  done,  and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
allowed  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  rise  for  the 

purpose  of  saying  anything  on  the  Bill,  for  he 

thought  it  was  a  very  proper  Bill,  and  after  the 

Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  had  heard  the  explanation 

Hon.  Mr.  Williams 


given  he  hoped  be  would  see  his  way  to  with- 
draw his  amendment  and  allow  the  Bill  to  pro- 
ceed. He  wished  to  say,  with  regard  to  whit 
had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Kr.  Williams,  that 
he  had  no  desire  whatever  to  hart  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman's  feelings  in  the  remarks  hi 
had  made,  because  he  had  not  intended  to  esj 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  neglected 
to  inquire  into  the  Bills  mentioned.  He  htd 
simply  referred  to  the  faot  that  four  or  fin 
Bills  had  been  brought  down,  and  had  beea 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
which  had  reported  on  them  in  so  short  a 
time  that  it  bad  rather  staggered  him.  Tbsj 
referred  to  Rabjente  which  required  ctie- 
ful  looking  into.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no 
more  trouble  about  this  particular  Bill,  but  thst 
it  would  be  allowed  to  pass  into  law.  Ha  wss 
perfectly  sure  the  Government  bad  no  wish  t» 
do  anything  unjust  to  the  Natives,  and  be  ww 
quite  sure  they  would  behave  very  fairly  t» 
those  whose  interests  were  concerned.  At  tbe 
same  time,  the  Government  should  take  care  to 
see  that  it  was  not  being  taken  advantage  of  bj 
unscrupulous  persons. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  ii 
taking  possession  of  the  island  for  the  pnr- 
poses  which  had  been  recomnaended,  be  bdi 
It  was  not  only  advisable  but  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  carry  into  efieot  the  result  of 
the  many  investigations  that  had  taJcen  place 
in  connection  with  the  claimancy  since  the 
award  was  first  made  to  Tenetahi  and  othen. 
The  matter  had  been  before  the  Native  Land 
Court,  and  after  so  much  litigation  the  KatiTes 
had  no  right  to  say  that  the  sum  to  be  seemed 
to  them  by  the  Bill  was  not  the  proper  amount 
to  be  paid  to  them.  As  to  the  eonount  Tene- 
tahi had  spent  in  previous  transactions  in  con- 
nection with  the  island,  it  was  quite  right  that 
amount  should  be  refunded  to  him.  He  held 
in  his  hand  an  assurance  from  the  Attomef- 
General  that  the  amount  would  be  paid.  It 
was  absolutely  necessary  the  island  should  pas 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government,  but  it  vw 
even  more  necessary  that  justice  should  be 
done  in  the  case.  Tlie  Government  had  assured 
the  Council  that  all  proper  expenses  incurred 
by  Tenetalii  would  be  paid  to  him,  and  he  vu 
quite  sure  the  Government  would  do  justtoe  in 
the  case.     He  would  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  asked  if,  in  the  event 
of  Tenetahi's  costs  being  refunded  by  tfae 
Government,  they  could  be  taxed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  Yei. 
He  might  inform  the  Council  he  had  receired 
a  letter  signed  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  suting^ 
that  the  compromise  arrived  at  in  another 
place  on  the  Little  Barrier  Island  Purchtie 
Bill  was  to  the  efieot  that  the  Govemmeal 
would  appoint  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  to 
ascertain  what  Tenetahi  had  paid  in  costs,  and 
tills  amount  would  be  refunded  to  him.  Ha 
wislied  to  record  this  letter  amongst  the  other 
papers,  so  that  there  could  be  no  question  about 
the  matter. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  committed,  reported,  and  read  the  third 
time. 
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OTAGO  HABBOUE  BOARD  PUBTHEB 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  committed, 

The  Hon.  Mt.  OLIVER  said  that  thU  Bill 
was  apparently  about  to  be  sent  through  with- 
out attracting  much  observation.  By  means 
of  it  the  harbour  dues  in  Otago  Harbour  might 
be  increased  from  a  maximum  of  8s.  a  ton 
to  Ss.  a  ton.  He  believed  that  the  adoption 
of  a  maximum  of  5s.  a  ton  would  place  the 
Otago  Harbour  in  a  very  unenviable  position 
as  compared  with  the  other  harbours  of  the 
oolony.  It  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Harbour  Board  that  this 
increase  was  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
pay  their  way  and  to  do  their  duty;  bat  the 
way  in  which  the  charges  of  the  Otago  Har- 
bour Board  would  compare  with  the  charges 
made  in  other  places  would  be  as  follows : 
Dunedin  would  charge  5s.  a  ton,  against  Auck- 
land, 28. ;  New  Plymouth,  2s. ;  Wellington,  28. ; 
Iiyttelton,  Is.  6d. ;  Blufi,  Is.  lOd.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  the  effect  which  would  be  produced  by 
the  adoption  of  the  large  charge  of  5s.  might 
be  the  very  reverse  of  what  was  required — that 
was  to  say,  that,  instead  of  improving  the 
revenue  of  the  Harbour  Board  by  the  adoption 
of  this  excessive  charge,  the  revenue  might 
become  less  than  it  was  now.  He  thought  it 
was  a  downward  step,  and  regretted  it  very 
much  indeed,  and  he  regarded  it  as  a  step 
towards  the  ruin  of  the  harbour.  He  believed 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session  it  was  of  no 
use  to  move  the  rejection  of  this  measure,  but 
he  had  made  these  few  remarks  in  order  to 
enter  his  protest  against  the  adoption  of  the 
lates  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  asked  if 
this  was  not  a  local  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  had  been 
reported  from  the  Local  Bills  Committee  that 
day  as  a  local  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  quite  agreed 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
to  the  effect  that  the  adoption,  of  this  charge 
was  very  likely  to  produce  exactly  the  contrary 
effect  to  what  was  hoped  by  its  advocates  for 
the  Fort  of  Dunedin.  Of  course  the  revenue 
might  be  raised  by  this  means,  hut  it  was  quite 
elearthat  the  tendency  would  be  to  cause  goods 
to  be  sent  to  other  places,  especially  the  Bluff, 
where  the  charge,  so  he  understood,  was  lower 
than  at  Dunedin.  It  would,  no  doubt,  increase 
the  amount  of  goods  delivered  at  the  Bluff,  and 
eanss  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  trade 
of  Invercargill :  in  fact,  the  trade  that  Dunedin 
lost  would  be  gained  by  the  latter  place.  Any 
locality,  no  doubt,  had  the  right  to  decide  on 
what  was  suitable  to  itself,  but  it  did  seem  to 
him  that  the  point  he  referred  to  had  not  been 
sufficiently  considered,  and  it  was,  to  say  the 
least,  unfortunate  that  this  very  considerable 
iaorease  should  be  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOR  said  he  would 
like  to  say  one  word  before  the  question  was  put. 
It  was  necessary  to  explain  that  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  dues  to  the  full  amount 
allowed  in  the  Bill.  The  object  was  to  enable 
the  Board  to  increase  the  dues,  but  it  was 
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with  the  object  of  classifying  the  goods  and  of 
levying  classified  rates.  Under  the  proposed 
new  olaasifioation  some  goods  which  were  now 
charged  the  maximum  it  was  proposed  to 
charge  at  less  rates,  and  there  were  only  a  few 
classes  of  goods  which  were  to  be  rated  at  the 
maximum.  The  matter,  he  regretted,  was 
serious  enough,  but  it  was  not  quite  so  serious 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  thought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  this  Bill 
was  a  local  Bill.  It  had  been  reported  from 
the  Local  Bills  Committee.  When  the  Bill 
was  first  mentioned,  it  was  stated  in  the  House 
that  the  Dunedin  people  felt  that  it  would 
injure  their  trade  very  much,  and  that  they 
would  rise  against  it  and  hold  meetings,  and 
send  petitionato  the  House  urging  its  rejection. 
However,  there  had  been  no  meetings,  and  no 
petitions  had  been  received ;  and,  as  regarded 
injuring  the  town,  while  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fbara- 
zyn  spoke  of  the  Bluff,  he  forgot  that  in  the 
case  of  goods  landed  at  the  Bluff  there  was  a 
very  heavy  freight  to  pay  by  rail  to  Dunedin, 
which  more  than  equalled  thjs  difference  in 
the  harbour  charges  between  the  two  ports 
of  Dunedin  and  the  Bluff.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
MacGregor  had  stated  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  charge  the  Ss.  that  was  allowed  under  the 
Bill ;  but  the  people  themselves  were  the  best 
judges  of  how  they  should  manage  their  own 
affairs,  and  they  should  be  given  the  power 
to  do  so.  They  simply  wished  to  obtain  suf- 
ficient money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the 
necessary  work  and  business  of  the  harbour. 
He  asked  that  the  £ill  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  fully  apreed 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver. 
In  his  opinion  this  would  mean  the  ruin  of  the 
port,  because  it  would  prevent  traffic  from  going 
there,  and  the  Harbotu  Board  would  conse- 
quently receive  a  lower  revenue  than  it  did  at 
present.  There  was  another  thing  he  wished 
to  mention.  He  had  not  much  confidence  in 
the  management  of  the  Otago  Harbour  Board, 
and  as  long  as  they  had  plenty  of  money  at 
their  command  and  means  of  raising  money 
they  would  spend  it.  If  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  went  to  a  division  he  would 
certainly  vote  against  the  Bill  altogether,  as 
it  was  a  great  mistake  to  place  such  a  large 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Harbour  Board  8kS 
to  allow  them  to  charge  5s.  a  ton  upon  goods 
landed  at  the  port. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  60NAR  said  there  could  be 
no  misconception  regarding  this  Bill,  as  it  hetd 
been  before  the  Comicil  from  an  early  part  of 
the  session.  There  had  been  this  peculiarity 
about  the  Bill :  that  it  was  a  general  Harbours 
Bill  when  introduced,  and  it  contained  one 
special  clause  which  applied  solely  and  entirely 
to  the  Otago  Harbour  Board.  That  clause  had 
been  struck  out,  to  enable  the  local  people  to 
know  what  was  going  on.  Previously  they  had 
asked  the  Government  and  that  Council  to  put 
on  a  very  much  higher  rate  than  was  to  be 
now  imposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Unlimited. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said.  Yes,  it  was  un- 
limited, and  was  in  the  shape  of  ad  valorem 
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duty,  which  would  have  meant  in  some  caMS  a 
charge  of  Bomething  like  1,600  per  cent,  more 
than  the  ordinary  rate.  In  the  case  of  drapery 
alone,  it  would  have  meant  a  charge  of  350  per 
cent,  more  than  the  ordinary  wharfage  would 
have  come  to.  The  Council,  however,  had 
absolutely,  and  very  properly,  refused  to  do 
anything  of  the  kind ;  hut  it  had  been  shown, 
from  repeated  discussions  that  had  taken  place 
in  connection  with  the  Harbour  Board  —  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  the  public 
papers — that  the  very  lowest  amount  of  money 
they  could  possibly  do  with  would  be  such  as 
would  be  raised  by  allowing  the  Harbour 
Board  to  impose  a  dii!erential  rate,  ranging 
from  Is.  to  5a.  in  the  ton ;  and,  very  much 
against  their  inclination,  the  Harbours  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  this  5b.  a  ton 
be  allowed  as  the  maximum  rate.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Oliver  had  very  properly  pointed  put 
that  this  would  act  most  mjuriously  against 
the  Port  of  Dunedin  and  Port  Chalmers ;  but 
there  was  no  alternative.  It  had  been  an  im- 
portant question  whether  the  Council  should 
not  refuse  altogether  to  give  the  Board  assist- 
ance, and  allow  them  to  fall  back  upon  their 
own  resources  in  order  to  meet  their  own  lia- 
bilities. However,  they  said  No,  but  would 
allow  the  Board  to  go  to  the  extent  of  a  maxi- 
mum of  5s.,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  able 
to  pull  through.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  not 
certain  that  they  would  pull  through,  because 
he  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  in  saying 
that  the  higher  they  made  their  port-charges 
the  less  revenue  iu  the  end  would  uiey  receive, 
as  the  trade  would  be  diverted  to  other  ports. 
As  the  matter  affected  only  the  Port  of  Dun- 
edin, under  the  circumstances  he  thought  it 
was  only  reasonable  to  allow  them  to  have  this 
concession,  which  was  the  very  utmost  that  he 
felt  disposed  to  grant. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  committed,  re- 
ported, and  read  the  third  time. 

COUNTIES  VEHICLE -LICENSING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONIUOMERY,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
this  was  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  of  1898  that 
referred  to  the  licensing  of  vehicles.  That  Act 
extended  very  largely  the  powers  of  certain 
counties  beyond  the  powers  given  by  the  Act 
of.  1886,  which  authorised  counties  to  license 
vehicles  plying  for  hire,  whether  for  passengers 
or  goods.  Under  the  Police  Offences  Act  of 
1890  it  had  been  held  by  a  Judge  that  every 
traction-engine  must  have  two  people  to  look 
after  it,  in  addition  to  the  regular  staff ;  then  it 
would  have  one  man  to  look  out  ahead  and  one 
behind.  Section  8  of  the  present  Bill  repealed 
that  provision  in  "The  Police  Offences  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1890."  He  did  not  expect 
this  Bill  to  go  through  without  a  slight  amend- 
ment :  for  instance,  ne  understood  that  honour- 
able gentlemen  would  not  agree  to  every  spring- 
oart  or  buggy  having  to  take  out  a  license, 
and  he  fully  expected  that  the  Bill  would  be 
amended  in  that  direction. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  treat  this 
Hojh  Mr.  Bonair 


Bill  entirely  as  a  joke,  bat  he  could  assure  him 
that  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  they  looked 
upon  it  in  a  different  aspect.  He  had  reoeived 
telegrams  from  three  different  persons  asking 
him  to  oppose  the  Bill,  and  certainly  on  seeing 
its  provisions  he  could  quite  understand  why 
they  asked  him  to  do  so,  and  also  why  the 
Council  should  be  asked  not  to  pass  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  sectioo  8 
seemed  to  have  some  little  utility;  but  he  (Ur. 
Richardson)  could  not  see  why  the  ConiKil 
should  pass  it,  because  section  9  oom^etel; 
nullified  the  effect  of  section  8.  He  moved. 
That  the  BiU  be  read  the  second  time  that  dof 
three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  while  agree- 
ing to  some  extent  with  what  the  Hon.  Mi. 
Richardson  had  said,  wished  to  see  the  Bill  go 
into  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  seconded  the 
amendment.  He  was  in  another  place  when 
the  Bill  was  throvm  out,  and  could  not  see  wh; 
it  should  be  introduced  in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  it  had 
come  up  in  another  place  again  by  message. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKTNSON  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  carried,  and  that 
they  would  go  as  far  as  section  8.  Something 
should  be  done  towards  amending  the  Folici! 
Offences  Act  so  far  as  trsbction-engines  veie 
concerned.  The  Act  now  said  that  traction- 
engines  had  to  be  accompanied  by  four  men, 
instead  of  two  as  had  been  the  custom.  He 
was  under  the  impression  that  this  was  wbtt 
was  understood  when  the  Act  W8.s  passed. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STE  WART  said  ii 
seemed  to  him  a  perfectly  reasonable  proposi- 
tion. If  the  honourable  gentleman  lookad  tx 
the  interpretation  clause  he  woold  see  that  it 
provided  in  subsection  (1)  that  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  any  County  Council  the  Governor 
might  declare  the  Act  to  be  in  force  in  any 
county — not  that  governed  by  the  particular 
County  Council  which  applied  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act,  bat  any  county  whatever,  ll 
said, —  " 

"  The  Governor  in  Council,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Council  of  any  county,  may  from 
time  to  time  declare  that  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion two  of  'The  Counties  Vehicle  -  licensing 
Act,  1898,'  may  be  exercised  by  the  Oooncil  of 
any  county  in  the  colony." 

He  presumed  that  that  should  be  the  Cons^ 
Council  which  made  the  application. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  Yes, hot 
they  could  alter  the  clause  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  siH 
then,  under  section  4,  the  Governor  had  to  ap- 
prove of  the  by-laws,  bat  after  he  had  signified 
approval  of  the  by-laws  there  were  sixty  da;> 
given  to  ratepayers  to  apply  in  opposition  to 
the  by-laws.  He  thought  that  should  preoede, 
and  not  follow ;  and  some  slight  amendment 
was  required  there.  Then,  in  the  Bill  any 
vehicle  was  included,  and  a  man  who  was  ths 
owner  of  a  bicycle,  or  a  buggy,  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  would  require  to  take  out  a  Ucense. 
The  object,  he  presumed,  vras  to  prevent  the 
roads  from  being  oat  up  by  heavy  vehicles ;  hat 
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the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  explain  the 
objects  of  the  BUI.  Some  limit  should  be  fixed 
*8  to  the  class  or  weight  of  the  vehicles.  The 
honourable  member  was  treating  the  Bill  in 
rather  a  jocular  way,  but  he  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  take  it  more  seriously,  and  that  it 
would,  in  spite  of  these  jocularities,  amend 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  thought  the  Bill  had 
beea  badly  conceived  and  badly  drafted,  and 
that  the  best  thing  the  Council  could  do  was 
to  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Richardson.  The  merit  of  the  Bill,  if  be 
understood  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  it,  seemed  to  be  that  there  was  a  possibility 
of  amending  it.  It  was  full  of  absurdities  and 
contradictions,  and,  unless  the  Council  could 
spend  a  day  or  two  over  it  and  have  time  in 
Committee  to  examine  it  thoroughly,  it  should 
not  be  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  a  very  good  one,  and  that  it  was 
simply  extending  the  present  law  to  counties 
not  named  in  the  Act  of  1893.  If  honourable 
nterabers  would  refer  to  the  Act  of  1893  they 
wonld  see  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  Councils  of  the  counties  named  in 
the  Act  to  levy  rates  on  vehicles  to  maintain 
their  roads,  and  the  amendment  was  to  give 
them  further  revenue.  The  ordinary  revenue 
from  the  rates  on  land  was  not  sufficient  to 
keep  the  roads  in  repair,  and  the  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  enable  the  whole  of  the  counties  to 
get  power  to  levy  a  tax  on  all  vehicles — not 
only  those  of  over  half  a  ton,  but  all  vehicles 
— to  assist  them  to  maintain  the  roads  and 
bridges.  There  was  sobae  slight  error  in  this 
Bill,  because  it  proposed  to  extend  the  Act  of 
1893 — by  which  the  Governor  in  Council  had 

Sower  to  give  authority  to  County  Councils  to 
cense  vehicles — to  the  whole  of  the  County 
Councils.  That  might  or  might  not  be  good. 
Bnt  then,  in  the  succeeding  clause,  it  took 
away  that  power.  It  said  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Bill,  "  You  shall  have  this  power,"  and 
then,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Bill,  "  You  shall 
not  have  the  power  unless  your  rateable  value 
is  below  £2  an  acre."  In  the  next  proviso  it 
said,  "  You  shall  have  the  power  if  the  rate- 
payers agree  to  it."  The  whole  conception  of 
the  Bill  was  very  bad.  Ho  supposed  it  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  amendments  made  in 
another  place ;  but  he  thought,  if  the  Bill  was 
■ent  to  a  Committee,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
■nggeated,  it  would  be  a  very  wise  procedure, 
as  these  defects  could  then  be  properly  reme- 
died. This  legislation  aSected  the  whole  of 
the  counties,  but  the  requirements  of  many 
^rera  entirely  different,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
desirable  that  a  provision  should  be  made  to 
exempt  those  that  did  not  require  this  power. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOB  said  the  only 
redeeming  feature  of  the  Bill  was  the  8th 
-clause,  and  that  was  so  badly  conceived  that  it 
could  not  be  passed.  The  effect  of  section  8 
would  be  to  repeal  the  section  of  the  Police 
OSeuces  Act,  and  that  would  be  very  absurd. 
The  rest  of  the  Bill  was  not  only  bad  in  prin- 
ciple, bnt  bad  in  execution,  and  the  only  pos- 


sible way  of  dealing  with  the  whole  concern 
was  to  oarnr  the  amendment  njoved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Biohardson.  The  Bill  was  an  ob- 
ject-lesson as  showing  the  absurdities  and 
incompleteness  of  the  present  system  of  local 
government.  This  was  a  matter  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Legislature  to  deal  with  properly, 
and  under  any  rational  system  of  local  govern- 
ment it  would  be  left  to  the  local  bodies  to  deal 
with.  The  Bill  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
statute-book  in  its  present  shape. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  quite  agreed 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  in  his  opinion  regarding  the  system 
of  local  government,  which  certainly  wanted 
amendment.  This  Bill  was  fought  out  in  an- 
other place,  where  there  was  great  excitement, 
and  it  was  quite  clear  the  country  was  not  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  Under  the  circumstances 
the  Council  should  reject  the  Bill  and  accept 
the  amendment  proposed.  The  Bill  was  absurd 
in  its  views  and  unintelligible  in  its  character ; 
and  no  one  would  expect  to  find  such  a  clause 
as  clause  8  in  this  Bill,  for  it  belonged  to  an- 
other Bill  altogether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMEEY  thought  the 
most  valuable  clause  in  the  Bill  was  clause  8. 
The  Counties  Act  of  1886  gave  power  to  County 
Councils  to  license  all  vehicles  plying  for  hire — 
that  was,  for  passengers  and  goods.  This  Bill 
was  to  give  power  to  charge  all  vehicles  whether 
they  plied  for  hire  or  not.  He  admitted  that  in 
settled  districts  the  people  would  object  very 
strongly  to  every  buggy  and  cart  needing  to  be 
licensed.  Clause  8  was  very  important.  As  the 
law  stood  at  present,  traction-engines  could  not 
be  run,  because  it  was  too  expensive  to  ran 
them  with  four  men.  A  Judge  had  decided 
that  there  should  be  two  men,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  staff  of  a  traotion-engine,  to  assist 
when  necessary  to  allow  horses  and  vehicles  to 
pass.  These  traction-engines  were  very  neces- 
sary, and  it  would  never  do  to  stop  them  ;  and 
he  submitted  the  Council  might  amend  the  Bill 
in  Committee  even  at  this  late  hour.  It  wais  a 
pity  the  Bill  had  been  brought  in  in  such  a 
shape,  but  they  might  give  effect  to  that  clause, 
and  also  keep  in  force  the  power  given  to  the 
Councils  by  the  Act  of  1886.  With  a  little 
ingenuity  his  friends  might  assist  in  passing 
a  Bill  with  only  a  few  clauses  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  traction-engines.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  9th  clause  made  nonsense  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Bill.  But  it  had  come 
up  in  that  shape  from  the  other  House.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
into  Committee,  and  not  throw  it  out. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  *  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand 
part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  11. 
Buckley  Kelly  Rigg 

Feldwick  Kerr  Stewart 

Jenkinson  Montgomery      Whyle. 

Jennings  PeMock 

Nobs,  17. 
Aclond  Barnicoat  Bonar 

Bedllie  Bolt  MacGregor 
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MoLean  Beynoldg  Walker,  L. 

Horri*  Bichaidson        Whitmore 

Oliver  Swanson  Williams. 

Pharaiyn  Taiaroa 

Majority  against,  6. 

Word  struck  out. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  tbat 
day  three  months. 

The  Council  rose  at  a  quarter  past  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  Hind  October,  1894. 

First  Beading— Third  Headings  —  Pomahaka  Pur- 
chase—Land  Drainage  Bill— Shipping  and  Sea- 
men's Bill— Income-tax  Bill— Moore,  Hepbam, 
and  Bobiuson— Supply. 

Mr.   Speaker  took  the   cliair  at   half-past 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 
Pbayess. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Conversion  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Mining  Bill,  Mining  Districts  Land  Occupa- 
tion Bill,  Eirikiri  Native  School  Site  Bill,  In- 
dictable Offences  Summary  Jurisdiction  Bill. 

POMAHAKA  PURCHASE. 

ADJOUBKED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  I  did  not  expect 
to  have  the  opportunity  at  this  late  period  of 
■peaking  on  the  motion  now  before  the  House, 
but  as  it  has  occurred  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  it 
to  express  in  brief  but  strong  terms  my  concur- 
rence in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  although 
those  who  know  the  Minister  of  Lands  needed 
no  Committee  and  no  inquiry  to  feel  quite  as- 
sured that  be  would  come  out  of  any  such  ordeal 
with  his  honour  unstained.  And  he  has  done  so. 
He,  no  doubt,  makes  mistakes  and  errors,  like 
the  rest  of  us,  but  the  Hon.  the  Minister  will 
never  use  his  official  position  to  do  anything 
which  could  possibly  reflect  on  his  personal 
honesty  or  on  the  orderly  administration  of  bis 
department.  The  Minister  of  Lands  began  by 
quoting  our  Scottish  motto,  Nemo  me  imputie 
tacessit;  but  as  some  of  our  friends  probably  do 
not  quite  understand  the  force  of  these  words 
I  wiU  translate  them  into  the  good  old  Doric, 
which  is,  Wha  dour  mtddlt  vri'  me  $  and  those 
who  make  a  business  of  misrepresenting  and 
maligning  the  Minister  will  find  that,  true  to 
this  motto,  he  and  the  friends  who  are  prepared 
to  stand  by  him  can  make  it  a  tough  job  for 
them  to  tackle. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN, — I  am  very  sorry  indeed 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  very  natural  desire 
of  members  to  get  through  business ;  but  there 
are  other  and  greater  considerations,  too  im- 
portant to  be  overlooked.  I  promise,  however, 
not  to  dwell  at  greater  length  on  this  important 
Question  than  I  can  help.  I  need  scarcely  say 
tne  question  of  the  Pomahaka  purchase  is  one 


of  very  great  importance,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  1892  we  put  legislation  on  the  statute- 
book  giving  the  Government  power  to  expend 
£50,000  a  jeajc  in  the  purchase  of  lands  for 
settlement,  and  that  this  session  we  have  stall 
further  extended  their  powers  in  this  direction 
by  empowering  them  to  expend  within  two 
yeEkrs  something  like  half  a  million  of  money. 
The  two  important  questions  which  at  once 
arise  in  connection  with  Pomahaka  are  tb» 
honesty  and  competency  of  the  Minister,  and 
of  the  officers  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board. 
First,  let  me  say  that  nothing  appeajra  in  the 
evidence,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  exa- 
mine it,  which  is  inconsistent  with  perfect 
honesty  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Land*- 
and  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  only  fair  that  I  should  express 
that  opinion  at  the  outset.  But  the  Minister 
himself  would  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  that 
there  are  many  circumscances  in  connection 
with  this  purchase  which  would  have  aroused 
his  own  suspicion  and  keenest  criticism  if  he 
had  been  on  this  side  of  the  House.  We  have,, 
to  begin  with,  the  relationship  of  Mr.  Ritchie, 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Minister's  depart- 
ment, with  Mr.  John  Douglas.  We  have  also 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Barron,  the  Under-Secretary 
to  the  department,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Ritchie  was  the  first  to  move  in  this  business, 
while  the  Minister  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Board,  who  should  both  have 
been  conversant  with  every  step  taken,  really 
knew  nothing  whatever  about  the  matter.  The 
Minister  himself  must  admit  that  it  was  a 
most  extraordinary  thing  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  and  the  responnble 
Minister  should  have  been  ignorant  of  the  first 
steps  taken  to  acquire  this  estate.  And  a  still 
more  extraordinary  thing  comes  out  in  the  evi- 
dence— that  even  when  the  petition  was  pre- 
sented Mr.  Barron  did  not  think  it  worth  his 
while  to  inform  the  Minister  of  the  steps  that 
he  bad  taken  without  any  authority  whatever. 
Then,  we  have  the  fraudulent  petition  which 
was  drafted  by  Mr.  Douglas  and  his  paid 
agents,  and  circulated  throughout  the  district 
surrounding  Pomahaka.  The  public  there  or 
elsewhere  knew  nothing  whatever  aboat  the 
trap  that  was  so  skilfully  laid  for  them  by  Mr. 
Douglas ;  and  can  we  therefore  wonder  that 
Mr.  Scobio  Mackenzie,  occupying  the  positioB 
which  he  once  did  here,  and  aspiring  to  again 
become  a  member  of  this  House,  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  call  attention  to  these  suspicious 
circumstances  ?  I  feel  therefore  bound  to  say, 
looking  at  the  matter  now  in  the  light  of  iJl 
the  evidence  which  has  been  brought  forward, 
that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  performed  an  im- 
portant public  service  in  calling  public  atten- 
tion to  this  matter.  He  put  it  on  record  from 
the  first  that  he  did  not  attribute  any  corrup- 
tion to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but  that  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  place  broadly  before  the  pub- 
lic what  had  come  within  his  knowledge,  so- 
that  all  these  suspicious  circumstances  should 
be  thoroughly  sifted.  Then,  we  have  the  fact 
that  the  land  was  sold  at  £2  10s.  an  SMsre  to 
the  Government,  although  the  land-tax  valna- 
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tion  had  been  fixed  at  only  £2  2s.  6d.  We  have 
also  the  pregnant  fact  that,  taking  the  average 
rental  derived  from  the  land  for  over  twenty 
yean,  and  reckoning  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  we 
oannot  reckon  the  capital  value  at  more  than 
17b.  6d.  an  acre.  Yet  we  have  the  Government 
buying  this  land  at  £2  lOs.  Can  we,  then, 
ironder  at  the  great  suspicion  excited  through- 
out the  colony  as  well  as  in  the  part  of  the 
country  more  particularly  interested — namely, 
the  midland  district  of  Otago?  The  Minister 
himself,  as  I  have  said,  would  have  been  the 
first  to  challenge  all  this  had  he  been  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  and  would  have 
been  the  first — and  rightly  so — to  demand  an 
investigation.  I  therefore  repeat  that  this 
House  and  the  country  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  for  the  action 
which  he  took.  I  have  already  said  that,  as 
&r  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the  evi- 
dence, I  can  see  nothing  in  it  to  warrant  me  in 
saying  for  a  moment  that  the  Minister  him- 
lelf,  or  the  officers  of  the  department,  have 
heen  gailty  of  any  dishonesty ;  but  I  feel  bound 
to  express  my  regret  that  Mr.  Ritchie  did  not 
at  once  see  the  extreme  impropriety  of  touch- 
ing a  matter  in  which  his  relative  was  pecuni- 
arily interested ;  nor  can  I  also  free  the  Under- 
Secretary,  Mr.  Barron,  from  blame.  In  the 
ease  of  both  these  officers  it  should  at  once 
have  occurred  to  them  that  all  communica- 
tions should  have  been  made  direct  from  Mr. 
Douglas  to  the  Land  Purchase  Board,  and 
then  the  whole  business  could  have  gone 
through  its  regular  conrse.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  for  a  moment  that  either  Mr.  Ritchie  or 
Hr.  Barron  had  any  intention  of  dishonest 
action  in  the  matter ;  but  at  the  same  time  the 
course  they  took  is  much  to  be  regretted.  I 
now  come  to  the  second  aspect  of  the  question 
— namely,  the  business  fitness  displayed  by  the 
Minister  and  by  the  officers  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Board.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  diSer 
widely  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
this  point.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  utterly  wrong 
that  the  Minister  himself  should  have  been  in 
ignorance  of  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  to 
value  the  land  until  the  petition  catne  into  his 
hands.  The  Lands  Department  should  be  con- 
dncted  in  a  way  which  could  not  very  well 
•dmit  of  this  having  taken  place.  It  is  not  at 
all  creditable  to  the  business  conduct  of  the 
department  that  the  Minister  should  have  been 
allowed  to  stand  in  complete  ignorance  of  the 
aegotiations  that  had  been  going  on  until  the 
petition  was  actually  presented  to  the  Minister. 
The  House  and  the  country  are  entitled  to  ex- 
pect substantial  results  from  the  special  know- 
ledge of  the  Minister  of  Lauds  on  questions 
involving  the  value  and  occupation  of  land. 
In  the  case  of  the  Pomahaka  purchase,  from 
first  to  last  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
that  he  has  endeavoured  in  any  way  to  put 
his  knowledge  in  this  direction  at  the  disposal 
of  the  colony.  The  colony  has  a  right  to  say 
that  he  should  have  paid  some  personal  atten- 
tioD  to  an  important  question  with  which  he 
•honld  have  been  much  more  competent  to 
deal  than  any  of  the  officers  of  his  depart- 


ment. First  in  order  is  the  officer  of  the  Lands 
Department  who  went  upon  the  land  and  re- 
ported upon  its  value.  I  refer  to  the  Chief 
Surveyor  of  Otago,  Mr.  Adorns;  and  while 
referring  to  him  I  might  include  Mr.  Hughan, 
the  Crown  Lands  Ranger.  We  find  that  Hr. 
Adams,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hughan,  left 
Clinton  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and, 
having  visited  the  Pomahaka  Estate,  were  back 
again  to  lunch  at  two  o'clock.  I  quote  from 
Mr.  Adams's  evidence  : — 

"  16.  You  all  went  over  the  estate  7 — Yes. 

"  17.  For  what  purpose  ?  How  did  you  pro- 
ceed?— I  may  say  that  the  estate  is  about  nine 
miles  long,  and  on  an  average  about  two  miles 
wide.  We  did  not  ride  much  further  than  to 
the  middle  of  the  estate,  and  took  a  bird's-eye 
view  of  the  north  portion  of  it. 

"18.  How  long  were  you  on  the  estate? — 
We  left  Clinton  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  got  back  to  lunch  about  two 
o'clock." 

"  35.  I  think  yon  said  you-  did  not  pretend 
to  make  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  valuation 
on  this  visit  ? — That  is  borne  out  in  the  report, 
if  you  will  permit  me  to  read  a  paragraph  as 
follows :  '  As  Mr.  Hughan  and  I  had  only  one 
day  in  which  to  make  a  hurried  inspection  of 
the  block,  our  estimate  of  its  value  must  only 
be  taken  as  approximate,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
the  land  will  be  bought  on  our  valuation,  as  I 
see  that  clause  8  of  the  Act  provides  for  a  Land 
Purchase  Board.' " 

"  90.  Do  you  consider  that  all  the'  surveyors 
who  were  engaged  in  the  work  on  the  Poma- 
haka Estate  were  qualified  to  value  ? — Yes. 

"91.  Do  you  think  that  a  surveyor  just  back 
from  Australia  was  qualified  tov8.1ue  New  Zea- 
land land? — Surveyors  are  well  qualified  to 
give  relative  values,  but  the  general  values 
were  arrived  at  by  myself  with  the  help  of  the 
Crown  Lands  Commissioner  and  the  opinions 
of  the  settlers  round  about  the  Pomahaka 
Estate." 

Further  on  we  have  an  answer  by  Mr. 
Douglas  to  Question  276  by  the  Committee : — 

"  276.  Did  Mr.  Adams  express  any  opinion  as 
to  value? — He  said,  'I  do  not  see  why  they 
sent  me  to  value  ;  I  am  not  a  judge  of  land.  I 
am  a  surveyor,  but  I  am  not  a  valuer  of  land. 
I  will  take  good  care,  however,  that  they  will 
not  be  able  to  do  with  me  as  they  did  with  the 
Cheviot  valuers,  for  I  will  put  it  down  at  the 
very  lowest  valuation  for  rating.'  " 

Now,  here  we  have  Mr.  Adams,  the 
Chief  Surveyor  of  Otago,  sent  to  value 
and  report  upon  the  land,  and  considerable 
stress  laid  upon  that  valuation  by  the  Surveyor- 
General  ;  yet  we  have  Mr.  Adams  himself  ad- 
mitting, as  X  have  just  quoted,  that  he  is  not 
a  valuer  of  land — that  he  did  not  suppose  any 
weight  was  to  be  placed  on  his  valuation  of 
land — and  at  the  same  time  claiming  that  an 
ordinary  surveyor  is  a  properly-qualified  valuer. 
And  this  is  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been 
expending  £50,000  a  year  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  in  which  we  now  propose  tq  expend  half  a 
million  of  money  within  tiie  next  tluree  years. 
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Mt.  MILLS. — If  he  erred  at  all,  he  erred  on 
the  right  side. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Then,  I  come  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Mailland,  the  Crown  Lands 
Commisaioner  of  Otago,  and  to  his  extraor- 
dinary ideas  of  how  to  value  land.  Questions 
169,  170,  and  171,  put  by  Mr.  Hogg  to  Mr. 
Maitland,  are  as  follow : — 

"  1C9.  Having  had  Mr.  Adams's  report  before 
you  that  this  laud  was  in  the  occupation  of  the 
New  Zealand  and  Australian  Land  Company, 
did  you  ascertain  under  what  terms  the  com- 
pemy  was  occupying  it? — No. 

"  170.  Did  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  to 
ascertain  on  what  conditions  it  was  leased  to 
the  company  ? — No. 

"  171.  But  did  you  not  think  it  right  to 
ascertain  what  rent  the  company  paid  for  the 
land?— No." 

Mr.  Maitland,  the  Crown  Lands  Commis- 
sioner for  Otago,  occupied  the  most  important 
position  on  the  Land  Purchase  Board  because 
of  his  local  knowledge,  and  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  put  the  questions  above 
all  others  the  most  important — namely,  as  to 
the  carrying  capacity  of  the  land  and  the  pre- 
vious rental  paid  for  it.  And  this  is  the  Land 
Purchase  Board,  whose  competency  to  dis- 
cbarge the  onerous  duties  thrown  upon  it  by 
the  colony  is  certified  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  which  took  all  this  voluminous 
evidence.  Then,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Surveyor-General.  On  page  6 
occurs  the  following  question : — 

"  28.  Do  you  not  think  he  should  have  a 
knowledge  of  it,  seeing  that  you  are  to  be  guided 
by  him  in  the  purchase  of  this  block?  If 
that  land  had  been  let  for  a  series  of  years  at 
such  a  rental  aa  would  return  10s.  to  ISs.  on 
the  capital  value,  ought  not  that  fact  to  have 
been  submitted  to  you  by  the  valuer  ?  Was  it 
not  important  in  determining  the  value? — 
Well,  I  must  go  back  to  my  former  answer 
again — that  it  depends  entirely  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  lease. 

"  29.  It  is  not  my  fault  if  you  keep  the  Com- 
mittee. I  want  a  plain  answer? — I  trust  I  am 
giving  one. 

"  80.  You  are  evading  the  point.  If  this  land 
was  being  let  at  10s.  to  15s.  on  the  capital  value 
for  a  series  of  years  up  to  the  date  of  the  pur- 
chase, do  you  not  think  that  that  fact  ought  to 
havecome  within  your knowledgebefore  purchas- 
ing?— I  will  answer  you  directly.  I  think  the 
Board  should  have  had  the  necessary  informa- 
tion if  it  could  get  it,  and  if  it  existed." 

We  have  thus  the  specific  testimony  of  the 
Crown  Lands  Commissioner  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Board  that  they  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  what  stock 
the  land  carried,  nor  what  rental  hod  been 
paid  for  the  Pomahaka  Estate  since  it  came  into 
the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Douglas  over  twenty 
years  ago.  Sir,  no  comment  of  mine  is  neces- 
sary upon  such  a  lamentable  state  of  affairs. 
How  is  it  possible  that  any  Land  Purchase 
Board  could  come  to  any  sound  conclusion ,  con- 
ducting their  business  in  such  an  extraordinary 
ivay  as  that?    The  only  contention  that  can 


be  set  up  for  £2  10s.  as  a  fair  value  is  that 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  valuer  employed  by  the  Tvand 
Purchase  Boa^d,  was  of  that  opinion.  Now, 
would  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  invest 
his  ovm  money  on  snch  a  slender  foundation? 
I  am  sure  he  would  do  nothing  of  the  sort 
And  yet  in  this  valuation  of  Pomahaka  the 
colony  has  heid  to  rely  upon  the  judgment 
of  this  one  man,  Mr.  Dallas.  And,  if  I  had 
the  necessary  time,  I  could  show  by  the  evi- 
dence that  Mr.  Dallas's  answers  to  the  qneg- 
tion  as  to  whether  or  not  he  had  ascertained 
the  stock-carrying  capacity  of  Pomahaka  an 
just  the  same  as  those  I  have  quoted  from  the 
evidence  of  the  other  witnesses.  Can  it  then- 
fore  be  wondered  at  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
most  competent  and  impartial  men  who  know 
the  land,  the  colony  has  overpaid  by  something 
like  from  GO  to  65  per  cent,  for  it  ?  Sir,  having 
happened  to  be  down  in  Otago  in  February  last, 
I  made  it  my  duty  to  make  the  most  careful 
inquiries  as  to  the  opinion  of  competent  men  ia 
regard  to  this  purchase,  and  in  no  case  was  I 
able  to  obtain  a  valuation  of  more  than  £1  lOs. 
an  acre.  That  is  as  nearly  as  may  be  the 
same  valuation  as  was  given  by  Mr.  Stevenson, 
the  late  manager  of  an  adjoining  property; 
and  it  is  most  significant  indeed  that  the 
Union  Bank,  which  held  a  mortgage  for  £8,000 
over  the  property,  determined  not  to  continas 
the  advance,  and  that  Mr.  Douglas,  despite  the 
most  strenuous  efforts,  was  never  able  to  get 
the  advance  replaced  from  any  other  source. 
Equally  significant  is  it  that  he  utterly  failed 
to  sell  the  property,  and  that,  although  an  ener- 
getic improving  man,  he  steadily  declined  to 
spend  a  shilling  in  improving  it.  I  can  only 
therefore  indorse  the  opinion  which  has  been 
already  expressed  in  the  House  and  outside  it, 
that  these  unfortunate  settlers,  who  are  new 
condemned  to  pay  a  rental  upon  the  capital 
value  of  £3  Ts.  6d.  an  acre,  will  not  be  able 
to  remain  upon  their  holdings.  The  Minista 
of  Lands  and  his  department  have  been  ninda 
the  victims  of  a  fraudulent  petition — of  friia- 
dulent  misrepresentations  —  and  it  is  a  mon- 
strous thing  that  public  money  should  thus  be 
thrown  away,  to  the  enormous  loss  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony.  I  feel  sure,  however,  that 
the  Minister  of  Lands  has  received  a  valuable 
lesson  from  what  has  happened,  and  that  iu  the 
future  he  will  take  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  scandals. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH.— It  is  not  my  intention 
to  detain  the  House  for  many  minutes,  but  I 
must  say  a  few  words  after  the  last  speaker, 
lieoause  he  has  not  put  the  matter  in  a  fair 
light.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  I  had 
every  opportunity  of  observing  the  manner  in 
which  the  inquiry  was  conducted,  and  I  must 
say  that  it  was  conducted  impartially.  Evury 
opportunity  was  given  to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzia 
to  cross-examine  the  witnesses.  All  the  evi- 
dence was  taken  on  oath,  as  usual,  with  the 
utmost  care — in  fact,  sometimes  one  might 
have  supposed  that  it  was  a  matter  of  lifs 
and  death,  so  scrupulously  was  every  particle  of 
evidence  elicited — and  the  inquiry  was  unduly 
prolonged.      Then,  the   Opposition,  althougb- 
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not  so  fully  represented  on  the  Committee  as 
the  supporters  of  the  Government,  were  repre- 
sented in  the  exact  proportion  that  they  are 
to  the  supporters  of  the  Government  in  this 
House,  and,  I  am  bound  to  say,  as  I  believe  the 
■opportets  of  the  Government  are  in  the  colony 
generally.  Five  to  eleven,  I  think,  is  about 
the  proportion  of  the  Opposition  members  to 
the  Government  supporters  in  this  House ;  and 
I  do  not  think  any  one  can  show,  therefore, 
because  there  was  a  majority  of  Government 
sapporters  on':  that  Committee,  that  any- 
thing unfair  was  done.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
was  invited  to  give  a  list  of  the  witnesses 
that  he  wished   to   be  called,  and   their   ex- 

genses  were  to  be  paid.  Witnesses  were  got 
ere  who  were  supposed  to  be  of  immense  im- 
portance, or,  at  least,  it  was  suggested  by 
the  Otago  Daily  Times  that  they  would  be  so. 
And  when  officers  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.  were  got  here,  at  consider- 
able expense  and  trouble,  we  found  there  was 
nothing  startling  to  be  revealed.  They  were 
capable  business-men,  and  they  gave  their  evi- 
dence in  a  straightforward  manner,  and  we 
found  it  was  a  mare's  nest.  The  fact  is  that, 
beyond  the  question  of  Mr.  Douglas's  conduct 
in  the  matter,  there  was  nothing  extraordinary 
at  all.  The  officials  gave  their  evidence  before 
the  Committee  in  a  straightforward  manner. 
Faqlt  is  found  with  ilr.  Barron  because  he 
went  out  of  his  way  and  gave  instructions  to 
Mr.  Adams,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Conical 
Hills,  to  also  call  at  Pomahaka,  as  he  was  in 
the  immediate  vicinity.  It  was  thought  that 
lie  should  have  consulted  the  Minister  of  Lands 
in  an  ordinary  matter  of  that  kind  ;  but  if  he 
had  neglected,  when  Mr.  Douglas  was  desirous 
of  selling  his  property,  to  give  instructions  to 
Mr.  Adams  he  would  not  have  been  doing  his 
duty.  The  matter  of  the  value  was  gone  into 
earefnlly,  and  an  endeavour  was  made  to  show 
that,  because  Mr.  Douglas  had  leased  this  land 
to  the  adjoining  owners  at  a  small  rental,  con- 
Kqnently  the  land  was  valueless ;  but  we  had 
evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Douglas  held  his 
land  as  a  "  spec,"  and  that  he  was  prepared 
at  any  time  to  sell  it.  Even  if  he  had  given  a 
permanent  lease  of  it  it  was  shown  by  the 
evidence  that  it  would  fetch  Ss.  an  acre. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH.— I  say  it  was  stated  in 
the  evidence  distinctly. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  Can  you  point  out  in  the 
evidence  where  that  is  stated  ? 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH.— I  say  it  was  stated  in 
the  evidence  distinctly.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man can  find  it  himself ;  and  if  it  oan  be  leased 
at  Ss.  an  acre  it  stands  to  reason  that  it  is  not 
at  all  likely  that  the  owner  would  have  leased 
It  at  a  small  rental  if  it  had  not  been  held  as  a 
"  spec."  It  was  shown  that  the  rental  varied. 
Sometimeg  it  was  Is.  6d.  an  acre,  sometimes 
more,  and  sometimes  less,  and  so  on.  And 
this  is  all  because  it  was  a  short  tenure.  The 
weight  of  the  evidence  went  clearly  to  show 
that  the  land  was  worth  the  money  that  was 
V*i&  for  it.  Then,  there  is  a  valuer  that  has  not 
Mm  mentioned  by  previous  speaJcers  at  all  who 


valued  this  property,  a  gentleman  of  consider- 
able experience  and  standing.  He  valued  the 
land  some  years  before  for  State  purposes — for 
the  property-tax  valuation — at  £2  2s.  6d.  per 
acre.  He  valued  it  later  at  £2  10s.  He  is  an 
experienced  gentleman,  and  he  accounted  for 
this  in  a  very  natural  way.  It  is  supposed  in 
giving  a  valuation  for  the  property-tax  or  for 
land-tax  that  the  value  shall  not  be  given  up 
to  the  utmost  limit.  This  gentleman  went 
on  to  explain  that  the  reason  for  this  was 
that  he  did  not  want  his  valuation  to  be 
challenged,  as  it  was  troublesome  and  ex- 
pensive to  have  matters  brought  before  the 
Beviewers.  As  to  any  corruption  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Minister  or  any  officer  connected 
with  the  department,  I  could  not  see  it;  yet 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  after  the  whole  matter 
had  been  carefully  gone  into,  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie did  not  withdraw  and .  say  that  he  had 
made  a  mistake,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence 
to  show  the  corruption  he  asserted.  I  never 
was  in  favour  of  this  inquiry.  Sir,  because, 
no  matter  whether  the  inquiry  is  made  or 
not,  the  Otago  Daily  Tivies,  which  is  a  bitter 
opponent  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  will 
have  the  last  word.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
was  assailed  by  the  Otago  Daily  Times,  and 
by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  and  the  party  which 
he  represents,  in  order  to  keep  the.  Minister 
out  of  the  House.  A  deliberate  scheme  was 
entered  into  under  which  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie was  to  stand  for  Waihemo  to  keep  out 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  I  say  that  was  an 
unwise  proceeding  both  for  himself  and  his 
party,  and  I  also  say  that  there  was  a  feeling 
of  indignation  created  throughout  the  country 
by  the  fact  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  standing 
against  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  has  con- 
ducted the  Lands  Department  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  colony  and  to  the  House. 
The  simple  shepherd  from  the  hills  enters  this 
House  and  accepts  a  portfolio  as  Minister  of 
Lands ;  and  I  ask,  was  there  ever  a  Minister 
of  Lands  who  has  managed  that  department 
better?  Inside  this  House  he  has  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House,  and  outside  of  it  he  has 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  charging 
him  in  Palmerston  with  corruption  in  conueo- 
tion  with  this  Pomahaka  purchase  was  simply  a 
political  move  to  keep  him  out  of  the  House. 
Sir,  the  people  of  Waihemo  and  the  people  of 
the  colony  have  vindicated  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  that 
a  Committee  should  be  appointed,  although  it 
was  demanded  by  the  Otago  Daily  Timea  and 
by  the  Minister's  hitter  enemies,  who  demanded 
a  searching  inquiry.  Sir,  that  searching  in- 
quiry has  been  made,  and  nothing  at  all  has 
been  proved  except  the  untruthfulness  and  the 
unscrupulousness  of  the  attack  made  upon  him. 
I  have  weighed  the  matter  most  carefully,  and 
had  anything  been  discovered  I  would  not  be 
one  to  overlook  or  palliate  it  in  any  way.  But 
there  was  not.  And  now  his  enemies  are  not 
satisfied,  but  they  make  further  charges  against 
him,  and,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  they  vrill 
never  be  satisfied.  I  regret  that  any  inquiry 
has  ever  been  held,  because  it  was  making  too 
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much  of  it.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  knew  there  was  nothing  in  it,  and  nine- 
tenths  of  this  House  knew  there  was  nothing 
in  it,  and  after  the  most  searching  inquiry  it 
has  been  proved  that  there  was  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  BELL. —  Sir,  I  think— after  what  we 
have  jast  beard  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Riverton 

Hon.  Members.— Wallace. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  made  a  mistake,  Sir ;  I  mean 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  —  the 
House  will  quite  understand  that  there  la  a 
desire  on  the  Government  side  to  keep  the  de- 
bate going.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  conclude 
my  speech  with  an  amendment,  in  order  to 
give  honourable  members  an  opportunity  of 
replying  to  my  honourable  friend.  I  have 
naturally  something  to  say  on  the  subject,  and 
naturally  the  House  does  not  want  to  hear  it. 
Sir,  the  majority  do  not  want  to  hear  what 
there  is  to  be  said  on  this  question  because  the 
majority  have  made  up  their  minds  to  do  an 
ungenerous  thing,  and  they  wajit  to  do  it  now 
and  get  it  over.  I,  however,  want  to  have  my 
say,  in  order  that  it  may  appear  that  the 
majority  is  doing  an  ungenerous  thing,  and 
knows  it  is  doing  an  ungenerous  thing,  and  to 
give  it  time  to  understand  it  and  to  think  of  it, 
so  that  its  subsequent  regret  may  be  the  more 
poignant.  The  Minister  of  Lands  has  chosen 
himself  to  give  to  this  inquiry  the  character  of 
an  investigation  into  his  own  conduct.  He  has 
endeavoured  from  the  first  to  throw  a  cloud 
over  the  real  facts,  which  he  knew  must  be 
damaging,  by  suggesting  that  which  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  denied — namely,  that  there  was  a 
charge  of  personal  corruption  against  himself. 
Ho  one  could  honestly  have  regarded  the  state- 
ment which  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  made,  and 
was  bound  to  make  as  a  public  man,  as  a 
.  charge  of  corruption.  When  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie says,  "  I  did  not  make  a  charge  of  cor- 
ruption," he  means  it,  though  some  honourable 
gentlemen  who  do  not  know  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie do  not  understand  that  when  he  speaks 
he  speaks  the  truth ;  but  there  are  some  who 
cannot  appreciate  a  declaration 'of  that  kind. 
Well,  the  Minister  chooses,  in  order  to  throw 
dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  to  disguise 
the  real  facts  of  the  matter,  to  treat  it  as  a 
matter  affecting  himself  personally,  and,  so 
treating  it,  ho  takes  every  precaution  to  insure 
a  verdict  in  his  favour.  He  does  not  appoint 
a  special  Committee,  but  he  refers  the  matter 
to  a  Committee  comprising  six  of  his  own 
most  loyal  supporters.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  he  himself  is  a  member  of  that 
Committee,  but  I  believe  he  is.  If  he  is  a 
member  of  that  Committee,  of  course  his  in- 
fluence will  have  been  felt  there.  He  also 
employs  a  Crown  Law  Officer,  newly  appointed 
by  his  own  Government,  to  defend  his  charac- 
ter. He  employs  a  Crown  Law  Officer,  one 
of  "  the  right  colour,"  and  instructs  that  Grown 
Law  Officer  to  assail  his  opponent.  Now, 
Sir,  that  gentleman,  Dr.  Fitchett,  is  not  now 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  consequently 
is  not  present,  and  I  shall  refrain  from  any 
attack  upon  him.  But  I  say  this,  and  I  caa 
Mr.  Maekintoth 


say  it  without  attacking  him :  that  it  must  hate 
been  exceedingly  distasteful  to  him,  nnlen  he 
has  forgotten  aJl  the  traditions  of  the  profession 
to  which  he  belongs,  to  use  such  language  as  he 
did  in  the  concluding  part  of  his  address  in  re- 
ference to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  I  know  some- 
thing about  this — what  a  counsel  may  do,  and 
what  he  may  not  properly  do,  when  holding  the 
position  that  Dr.  Fitchett  holds.  On  that  point 
I  am  at  least  as  competent  to  speak  as  him- 
12  <10  ^'''  ^  Icoow  something  of  what  the 
'  traditionof  his  profession  requires,  and 
I  say  the  adjectives  which  he  applied  to  Mr. 
Scobio  Mackenzie  would  be  objectionable  were 
they  not  so  grotesquely  ludicrous.  The  Minis- 
ter goes  further.  He  employs  his  own  advocate 
— the  same  Crown  Law  Officer — to  draw  up  the 
report.  I  make  that  statement  without  any 
hesitation,  partly  for  the  reason  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout),  that  there  is  no  mistaking  the 
language.  I  know  his  literary  style,  and  I  can 
compare  the  report  with  his  speech.  I  say 
without  hesitation  that  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Minister  employed  the  Law  Officer — his  paid 
officer — to  draw  up  the  report  to  vindicate  his 
character.  There  has  been  further  evidence  of 
this  adduced  since  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  spoke.  Firstly,  Sir. 
the  report  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  was  printed,  and  it  could  only 
be  printed  by  order  of  the  Government ;  and, 
secondly,  the  honourable  member  for  Waiine»- 
Sounds,  who  presented  it,  when  challenged 
with  that  fact  did  not  deny  it,  but  suggested, 
as  a  convenient  retort,  that  the  speech  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Patea  had 
been  written  for  him  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  made  no  such  suggestion 
with  reference  to  the  honourable  member  for 
PaUa. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  was  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  who  suggested  that. 

Mr.  BELL.  —  Yes ;  X  beg  pardon  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Waimea- 
Sounds.  He  would  not  go  quite  so  fax  ae  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  went  in 
that  direction.  It  was  very  ungrateftil  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  after  the 
delightful  half-hour  we  spent  in  listening  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  and  enjoy- 
ing the  perfect  humour  with  which  he  pointed 
his  imanswerablo  satire,  to  suggest  that  the 
speech  was  not  genuine.  However,  the  pomt 
to  which  I  am  addressing  myself  is  the  Minis- 
ter's action  in  this  matter.  Sir,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  further  proving  the  judicial  character 
of  this  investigation,  he  himself  moves  in  this 
House  the  adoption  of  the  report,  in  order  to 
secure  for  himself  the  right  of  reply.  And 
then  a  strong  effort  is  made  by  his  supporteis 
to  choke  the  debate.  On  Saturday  afternoon 
the  Premier  proposed  that  the  local  Bills 
should  be  taken,  in  order  that  the  Minister 
might  speak  at  half-past  seven,  and  so  that  the 
debate  on  the  report  should  not  be  taken  in  the 
afternoon ;  and  now,  to-day,  a  desperate  effort 
is  being  made  to  choke  the  debate  by  the  sap- 
porters  of  the  honouiable  gentlemaa,  so  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.] 


Pomakaka 


[HOOBE.] 


Purehase. 


1088 


Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie  may  not  obtain  a  fair 
hearing.  That  is  the  effort  of  the  Minister, 
backed  up  and  nobly  supported  by  a  majority 
of  the  House.  The  Minister  is  to  be  tried  by 
faia  own  Committee.  He  has  moved  his  own 
acquittal,  and  is  himself  to  snm  up,  and  he 
thinks  by  this  method  he  can  prevent  the  sap- 
porters  of  his  opponent  from  having  a  fair 
ehance  of  putting  the  contrary  position.  Well, 
this  House  will  be  able  to  tell  the  world  how 
e&ectively  a  member  of  this  Qovemment  can 
engineer  a  parliamentary  investigation  to  its 
desired  result.  I  congratulate  the  honourable 
gentleman  upon  the  skill  he  has  displayed.  I 
was  amused  myself  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  on  Saturday  night,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  to-day, 
protesting  that  this  Oommittee  was  not  biassed 
and  that  its  members  were  guided  by  the 
evidence.  Why,  Sir,  the  Committee  divided  on 
precise  party  lines.  This  House  will  itself 
divide  on  precise  party  lines:  that  in  itself  is  a 
proof  that  neither  the  House  nor  the  Committee 
is  competent  to  come  to  a  determination  upon 
an  inquiry  of  this  kind.  Not  a  single  man  on 
either  side  will  be  swayed  by  the  merits  of  the 
case,  so  it  is  of  no  use  protesting.  I  do  not  deny 
that  if  I  were  on  the  Committee,  and  if  one  of 
my  own  party  were  on  trial,  I  should  not  be 
a  competent  judge.  Party  ties  prevent  us  from 
being  so ;  and  the  proof  is  In  the  divisions 
of  the  Committee  and  the  division  about  to 
be  taken  here.  What  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  now  proposing  is  to  record  in  the 
JToumals  of  the  House  what  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  declaration  that  his  Govern- 
ment have  a  majority  in  the  House  of  some- 
thing like  twenty.  That  is  all.  The  result 
of  the  inquiry  means  no  more  than  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  actual  Government  majority, 
and  is  no  more  relevant  to  the  facts  of  the 
inquiry  or  to  the  merits  of  the  case  than  any 
other  report  which  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee brings  forward.  The  stufi  in  this  re-' 
port  is  going  to  be  recorded  in  the  Journals; 
and  when  another  party  comes  into  power  it 
will  be  erased,  and  I  will  tell  the  House  why. 
It  will  be  erased  because  it  is  unjust  to  an 
Absent  man ;  it  will  be  erased  because  Mr. 
Scobia  Mackenzie  is  a  gentleman  who  stands  as 
high  in  the  estimation  of  this  country  as  any 
man  who  has  served  the  colony  in  Parliament, 
because  he  has  been  an  ornament  to  this 
Honse,  and  will  again  git  here ;  and,  again,  be- 
oanse,  when  the  House  does,  as  it  is  now  about 
to  do,  an  ungenerous  thing,  it  is  prone  to 
regret  and  repentance.  We  have  seen  these 
censures  upon  the  Journals  of  the  House  be- 
fore, and  we  know  that  the  Journals  of  the 
House  are  clear  of  them  now.  And  finally.  Sir, 
the  record  will  be  erased  because  Mr.  Scobie 
Haokenzie  has  proved  his  case,  and  the  people 
of  the  country  will  know  it,  and  the  House 
will  ultimately  say  so ;  because,  whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  the  party  division  to-day,  that 
ia  a  foregone  conclusion.  Sir,  the  facts  are 
there — the  facte  that  have  been  proved — the 
price  and  the  valne  of  the  land  are  there, 
Che  cironmitanoes  are  there,  the  action  of 


the  Minister  and  his  satellites  is  there,  and 
they  cannot  be  effaced.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
has  proved  hie  case,  and  that  is  the  final  rea- 
son why  the  erasure  of  this  record  from  the 
Journals  of  the  House  will  be  made.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  this  transaction,  pregnant  as 
they  were  with  suspicion  when  first  mentioned, 
glossed  over  as  they  are  in  the  report  of  this 
Committee,  are  patent  to  the  colony  and 
to  the  House.  And,  Sir,  when  truth  prevails, 
as  it  must  prevail  in  the  end,  unprejudiced 
minds — and  the  unprejudiced  minds  are,  after 
all,  decidedly  in  the  majority^will  give  the 
only  judgment  that  is  possible  in  the  case. 
And,  Sir,  with  what  well-chosen  words  did  the 
Minister  introduce  his  motion  I  How  graceful 
were  his  gestures,  how  elegant  his  diction,  how 
judicial  his  utterance  I  It  was  worthy  of  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  it  was  worthy  of  the 
man  who,  in  his  own  elegant  and  refined  lan- 
guage, designated  his  opponent  at  the  hustings 
as  "  the  biggest  liar  in  New  Zealand  " — a  oom- 
pliment  indeed  when  there  are  so  many  emi- 
nent competitors  for  the  position.  And  how 
courteously  he  referred  to  ilr.  J.  M.  Bitehie 
as  a  man  who  should  be  undergoing  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour  I — quite  forgetting  that, 
if  that  were  so,  he  himself  has  been  guilty  of 
a  grave  dereliction  of  duty  in  not  prosecuting 
him.  And  if  his  words  were  true,  then  he 
should  himself  be  indicted  for  compounding 
a  felony.  And  then,  Sir,  how  generous  were 
his  words  with  regard  to  Mr.  James  Smith, 
and  how  convincing  to  every  man  who  had 
read  the  evidence  his  declaration  that  a  wit- 
ness before  the  Committee  had  been  guilty 
of  perjury!  I  am  compelled  to  discount  his 
statements  and  his  charges  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Bitehie  and  Mr.  James  Smith,  as  to  which  I 
am  ignorant,  by  what  my  common-sense  in- 
forms me  was  the  injustice  of  his  charge 
against  Mr.  Brittan.  It  seems  that  that  wit- 
ness made  a  mistake  about  a  date,  and  cor- 
rected it  the  next  morning.  I  ask  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee,  do  they  support 
the  Minister  of  Lands  in  that  statement  with 
regard  to  that  witness?  I  appeal  to  them. 
How  did  they  like  to  hear  the  upright  and 
honourable  gentleman  who  gave  that  evidence 
attacked  in  his  absence  in  this  manner  by 
the  Minister  7  I  ask  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden,  as  the  spokesman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, does  he  believe  that  charge  to  be  correct  ? 
It  is  a  public  scandal  that  a  man  occupying  the 
position  of  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
so  speak  with  regard  to  a  witness  who  ap- 
peared before  the  Committee.  Sir,  all  three 
men  were  absent,  and  that,  no  doubt,  was  the 
reason  why  the  Minister  of  Lands  so  controlled 
himself,  and  refrained  from  abusing  his  privi- 
lege and  license  as  a  member  of  the  House  by 
the  use  of  words  which  might  appear  to  be 
offensive  to  them.  I  congratulate  him  upon 
the  choice  expressions  which  he  used.  Passion 
might  have  made  an  ordinary  man  even  rude ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  an  ordi- 
nary man,  and  I  admit  that  he  succeeded 
in  delivering  himself  of  gome  extraordinarily 
ohoice  expressions.    That  i*  his  method  of  de- 
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fence.  Not  one  word  as  to  the  merits,  bat  a 
series  of  envenomed,  malicious  attacks,  couched 
iu  language  euch  as  I  will  not  venture  to  fur- 
ther describe,  against  absent  persons.  And  this 
is  the  defence  of  the  Oovenunent.  Well,  Sir, 
oddly  enough,  he  seems  to  have  missed  the  only 
point  of  importance — I  will  not  say  he  avoided 
it,  but  he  missed  it — and  the  only  point  which 
is  of  interest  to  the  colony,  and  which  some  day 
will  be  of  interest  to  the  House ;  and  that  point 
is  that  Mr.  John  Douglas  sailed  clean  to  wind- 
ward of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  de- 
partment, and  foisted  upon  this  colony  at  an 
outrageously  high  price  a  property  which  is, 
as  compared  with  the  price  charged  to  the 
settlers,  practically  valueless;  and,  further, 
that  the  record  of  this  voyage  to  windward, 
which  would  be  of  so  much  interest,  the  log 
which  would  have  recorded  so  many  interest- 
ing details,  has  been  destroyed,  and  has  there- 
fore disappeared.  These  facts  are  of  interest. 
That  is  the  point  which  I  should  like  the 
honourable  pentleman  to  direct  his  attention 
to.  Now,  Sir,  the  value  of  this  land  was  as- 
Kessed  for  tho  purposes  of  the  land-tax  at 
ii'2  2s.  Cd.  an  acre,  and  tho  Government  paid 
£2  lOs.  an  acre  for  it,  or  7s.  Gd.  per  acre  more 
than  its  land-tax  value,  18  per  cent,  more  than 
its  selling  value.  The  land-tax  valuer  says 
that  all  land  is  valued  for  taxing  purposes  be- 
low its  selling  value.  If  this  is  a  fact  it  is  new 
to  mc.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  remem- 
ber that  in  the  case  of  the  Cheviot  the  land- 
tax  value  was  £46,000  more  than  the  selling 
value.  Therefore  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  calculate  his  rental  for  the  Cheviot 
on  somethin;^  like  £850,000.  The  honourable 
gentleman  cannot  get  over  this  fact :  The  land 
was  valued  for  land-tax  at  £2  2b.  6d.,  and  the 
Government  paid  £2  lOa.  Therefore  either  the 
Oovcmment  paid  too  much,  or  this  gentleman, 
who  has  been  held  up  as  such  a  model  of 
integrity,  was  paying  too  little  for  land-tax. 
One  thing  or  the  other.  Mr.  Douglas,  however, 
protests  that  ho  sacrificed  bis  land  at  £2  10s. 
He  protests  that  iu  the  interest  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  so  forth,  he  sacrificed 
bis  land.  Therefore  the  land,  according  to 
Mr.  Douglas,  was  worth  more  than  the  £2  10s. 
paid — was  worth  more  than  £3.  And,  agedn, 
why  was  it  valued  for  land-tax  at  £2  2s.  6d.? 
Mr.  Douglas  changed  his  colour,  and  at  the 
election  his  new  colour  was  reckoned  to  be 
right  and  warranted  fast.  This  was  his  vir- 
tue ;  and  all  virtuous  people  of  the  kind  in  the 
colony  are,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
the  Premier,  and  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  to  have  their  deserts  rewarded. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  question  of  Mr.  Doug- 
las's vote  had  anything  to  do  with  this 
matter.  1  know  it  had  not.  But  I  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  because  Mr.  Doug- 
las happened  to  be  introduced  to  him  by  Mr. 
Bitohie,  because  his  relations  were  of  a  friendly 
kind,  because  he  thought  these  people  were  of 
"the  right  colour,"  abstained  from  an  inquiry, 
which  be  would  rightly  have  insisted  upon  in 
respect  to  other  landowners.  It  will  be  so 
Mr.  SeU 


found  in  the  future.  It  has  been  so  fonod  ia 
the  past.  Will  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
kindly  toll  me  this 

Mr.  KBEVES.— No. 

Mr.  BELL.  —  I  was  not  addressing  the 
honourable  gentleman,  because  he  never  gives 
any  information  worth  hearing,  either  from  bit 
seat  in  the  House  or  outside ;  bat  I  was  asking 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  to  toll  me  this: 
If  a  Conservative  Minister  of  Lands  had  M 
dealt  with  a  Conservative  landowner,  what 
would  they  have  said,  Eknd  in  what  langns^ 
would  the  present  Ministers  have  described  the 
transaction  and  condemned  the  Minister?  Lelt 
him  remember  what  he  said  about  my  friend 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson,  the  late  member  for 
Matanra.  Then,  let  him  think  what  he  wonld 
have  said  if  Mr.  Richardson  had  now  been 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  bad  been  an  active 
participator  in  this  transaction.  The  prii» 
charged  to  these  settlers  for  the  land  is  £3  7s.  6d. 
— for  tussock  lands — now  that  roads  have  been 
provided.  I  say  that  great  injury  is  being  done 
to  these  settlers,  because  the  honourable  gentle- 
man thinks  it  necessary  to  lead  his  followed 
to  indorse  bis  ludicrous  misstatement  that 
this  is  a  fair  price  that  has  been  given  lot 
the  land.  The  Minister  insiste  that  it  should 
be  declared  not  only  that  he  has  not  been 
guilty  of  something  which  nobody  chaiged 
him  with,  but  that  Mr.  Douglas  has  not  got 
to  windward  of  him  ;  and  there  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  who  does  not  know 
that  Mr.  Douglas  did  get  to  vrindward  of  him. 
The  honourable  members  for  Marsden  and 
Masterton,  who  were  on  the  Committee,  whs 
saw  Mr.  Douglas,  and  heard  him  give  his  eri- 
denoe,  know  perfectly  well,  notwithstanding 
the  report,  that  that  gentleman  was  all  the 
time  well  to  windward  of  the  Minister.  Why 
was  he  to  windward  of  the  Ministeor  ?  Because 
he  had  a  friend  at  court.  There  is  no  disguis- 
ing the  matter.  I  am  not  apt  to  make  accnn- 
tions  of  a  personal  character,  bat  it  is  proved 
that  Mr.  Bitohie,  who  was  Mr.  Doogles'a 
nephew,  first  suggested  this  matter.  He  was 
behind  every  transaction  carried  on  in  the 
Lands  Department  in  respect  of  this  proceed- 
ing. He  was  the  moving  element  in  the  whole 
affair,  and  I  know  that  this  was  the  reason  why 
the  matter  was  hurried  on  and  the  purchase 
completed.  Does  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
mean  to  tell  us  that  it  was  not  because  Mr. 
Bitchie  was  Mr.  Douglas's  nephew  that  the 
matter  was  completed  ?  Why,  the  correspond- 
dence — every  scrap  of  paper  that  passed  be- 
tween Mr,  Bitohie  and  Mr.  Douglas — ^has  beea 
destroyed.  Both  men  are  men  of  bnsineo. 
But  certain  scraps  have  appeared,  curiDnsly 
enough,  by  reason  of  the  publication  by  Ht. 
Douglas  of  a  letter  in  the  Otago  Daily  T«Kt, 
and  by  reason  of  certain  communications  that 
appeared  from  Messrs.  Wright  and  Stepheason. 
They  show  that  Mr.  Douglas  wrote  to  tit. 
Bitohie  and  asked  him  to  get  the  Oovemment 
"to  bite" — a  nice  expression.  Was  not  Mr. 
Bitohie  Mr.  Douglas's  agent  in  Wellington  f 
If  not,  why  did  Mr.  Douglas  write  to  Mr. 
Ktohie  to  get  the  Government  "  to  bite  "?  Be 
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did  80,  and  the  letter  only  appeared  by  mere 
aooident.  But  it  is  part  and  parcel  of  a  most 
interesting  correspondence.  If  his  memory 
had  been  better,  and  if  he  had  been  able  to 
tell  the  contents  of  the  correspondence,  we 
should  have  had  something  most  amusing  and 
most  interesting.  We  find  Mr.  Kitohie  tele- 
graphing to  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  SObh  of  August 
— the  day  when  the  petition  was  presented  to 
the  Minister  —  that  the  matter  cannot  be 
settled  for  a  few  days.  The  Minister  tolls 
us  that  the  first  he  heard  of  this  matter  was 
on  the  30th  of  August,  when  the  petition  was 
presented,  and  it  was  on  the  30th  of  August 
that  Mr.  Ritchie  sent  this  telegram.  The  two 
were  engaged  foisting  this  property  on  the 
colony,  and  hare  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and 
the  Minister  of  Lands  has  to  be  complimented 
by  the  House  on  the  sagacity  of  one  of  the 
officials  of  his  depEui;ment.  My  limit  of  half  an 
hour  is  approaching,  and  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  time  to  touch  on  many  matters  which  I 
had  desired  to  enter  upon.  I  propose  to  move, 
as  an  amendment,  That  all  the  words  after 
"  That"  be  omitted,  and  the  following  words  be 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof:  "  this  House  does  not 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  Pomahaka  pur- 
chase." I  say  this  in  oonolusion :  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  never  accused  the  Minister  of  cor- 
ruption. If  he  had  meant  to  do  so,  he  would 
have  said  it  straight  out.  To  those  who  attri- 
bute to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  that  he  is  afraid 
to  use  the  language  necessary  to  express  his 
meaning,  I  say  this :  Those  who  know  that 
gentleman  are  saying  what  they  know  to  be 
untrue ;  and  those  who  do  not  know  him  had 
better  meet  him  and  know  him,  and  then  they 
will  join  me  in  characterizing,  in  language 
which  you.  Sir,  would  prohibit  here,  the  tactics 
of  those  who  pretend  to  impugn  his  courage. 

Captain  KUSSELL. — I  second  the  amend- 
ment. It  is  a  great  misfortune  for  the  country 
and  for  Parliament  that  this  question  has 
been  brought  forward  before  the  House  in  the 
way  it  has  been.  If  there  has  been  anything 
approaching  a  libellous  accusation  against  the 
Minister  of  Lands  made  outside  the  House, 
he  has  had  every  opportunity  of  vindicating 
his  character  and  confounding  his  adversary  in 
the  law-courts.  But,  in  a  House  where  the 
Minister  has  an  overwhelming  majority — I  will 
aay  nothing  of  the  composition  of  the  Committee 
— in  a  House  where  he  has  an  overwhelming 
majority,  to  bring  such  a  case  as  this  on  for 
discussion,  and  to  make  such  a  speech  in  the 
dying  hours  of  the  session  as  he  made  the  other 
night,  replete  with  the  most  venomous  attacks 
on  gentlemen  whose  names  are  quite  uncon- 
nected with  the  transaction,  seems  to  me  to  be 
bringmg  the  forms  and  proceedings  of  Pailia- 
ment  into  a  position  which  -  can  only  induce 
contempt  in  those  who  read  the  debate.  In 
the  speech  of  the  Minister  he  did  not  attempt 
to  justify  the  report  of  the  Committee,  or  to 
explain  various  points  which  must  strike  the 
most  casual  observer  in  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  purchase.  The  long  document 
laid  before  us,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 


twenty -three  pages  of  printed  matter,  of 
course  no  honourable  member  ezoept  those 
on  the  Committee  has  been  able  to  study  in 
its  entirety.  But  the  impression  conveyed  to 
even  the  least  observant  must  have  been  that 
there  were  various  points  alleged  in  the  course 
of  the  inquiry  which  have  not  been  properly 
dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  or 
by  the  Minister  in  speaking  on  the  question, 
or  by  any  honourable  member  who  has  ad- 
dressed the  House.  Nobody  has  explained  the 
patent  fact  that  too  much  money  was  paid  for 
the  property.  There  has  been  a  little  vague 
declamation  on  the  point,  and  it  has  been  as- 
serted that  too  much  money  was  not  paid,  but 
there  has  been  no  attempt  at  logical  argument 
put  forward  to  meet  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances, or  the  statement  that  purchases,  And 
of  far  better  properties,  have  been  made  at  infi- 
nitely lower  prices  than  that  paid  by  the  Crown. 
Honourable  members  have  endeavoured  to 
approach  the  subject  expressing  the  greatest 
interest  in,  and  the  greatest  belief  in,  tb» 
honour  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  look  at  the  question  from  an 
impartial  point  of  view,  but  I  can  arrive  at  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  Crown  has  been 
induced  to  pay  very  considerably  more  for  the 
property  than  it  should  have  paid,  and  that  the 
unfortunate  people  who  took  up  the  land  hav» 
been  induced  to  promise  to  pay  much  more  than 
they  will  be  able  to  pay  when  the  day  of  reckon- 
ing comes  and  they  have  to  make  a  living  out 
Q  gn  ot  the  property.  There  are  other 
points  which  have  not  been  explained 
in  this  House.  For  instance,  how  is  it  that  the 
nephew  of  the  owner  was  the  originator  of  the 
purchase?  That  is  a  point  which  has  been 
steadily  ignored.  I  make  no  imputation ;  I 
only  ask  for  an  explanation.  How  is  it  that  a 
gentleman  who  is  in  the  Stock  Department, 
and  who  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
Lands  Department,  but  is  the  nephew  of  the 
vendor,  was  the  originator  of  the  purchase? 
That  is  a  matter  which  we  have  a  right  to 
have  explained  to  us.  It  has  not,  however, 
been  explained  to  us  by  the  Minister  or  by 
anybody  else  what  his  connection  with  the 
case  was.  It  would  appear  to  one  either  that 
the  Minister  of  Lands  was  a  party  to  the  whole 
transaction,  which  I  understand  was  not  the 
case,  or,  if  he  was  not  a  party  to  the  whole  of 
the  transaction,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 
this:  that  he  has  been  made  use  of  by  his 
department.  Ministers  are  accustomed  to 
boast  in  a  rather  inordinate  manner  that  they 
have  all  their  Under-secretaries  and  officials 
in  complete  submission  to  their  wills.  Well,  in 
this  case  either  the  Minister  did  not  know 
what  was  going  on  in  his  department, — which 
I  believe  to  be  the  case, — or  he  himself  was 
a  consenting  party  to  the  transaction,  about 
which,  whatever  we  may  think  of  iis  bona  fides, 
we  can  have  no  doubt  of  its  imprudence. 
It  has  not  been  explained  to  this  House  why 
documents  which  were  material  and  of  great 
importance  in  connection  with  the  inquiry 
were  put  into  the  fire,  and  why  no  records  of 
them  were  kept. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1036 


Pomaiudea 


[HOUSE.] 


Punshcue. 


[Oct.  32 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Then  were  no  saoh 
documents. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  ia  admitted  that 
there  were  such  documents,  and  some  o{  them 
have  gone  oS  the  departmental  file,  while  other 
documents  relative  to  the  purchase  have  been 
deliberately  destroyed.  I  do  not  venture  to 
make  any  imputation,  but  I  ask  for  an  expla- 
nation of  these  circumstances — if  they  are 
capable  of  explanation.  Let  nobody  think  that 
by  vilifyinf!  absent  men  he  is  controverting 
alleged  facts.  The  alleged  facts  ought  to  be 
controverted,  or  else  it  must  be  supposed  that 
they  are  incontrovertible.  Nor  have  we  bad 
any  explanation  why  the  purchase  by  the 
Minister  wsw  synchronous  with  the  pressure 
by  the  bank.  Surely  these  are  circumstances 
which  in  ordinary  affairs  of  life  would  canae 
suspicion,  and,  instead  of  having  unmitigated 
abuse  heaped  upon  all  and  sundry  who  demand 
inquiry,  surely  it  would  be  better  to  deal  in  a 
temperate  manner  with  these  facts.  With  the 
object  of  being  brief,  I  will  ask  this  question  : 
Why  have  the  report  and  evidence  relative  to 
the  purchase  of  Fomahaka  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and  why  did  the  Minister  move 
that  the  report  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House  ?    That  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  called  for  the  dis- 
oURsion  yourself. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  true  I  asked  the 
Minister  when  he  was  going  to  bring  on  the 
disc\i3sion,  but  that  WM  with  a  view  of  insuring 
the  debate  we  knew  the  Minister  insisted  on 
before  the  end  of  the  session,  and  not  with 
the  object  of  having  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  to.  The  Minister  must  know 
that  all  these  reports  are  entered  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
necessary  to  make  this  motion  unless  it  was 
to  hang  a  bitter  speech  upon  it.  Until  lately, 
I  believe,  the  reports  were  entered  in  the 
Journals  in  extenso,  but  now  they  are  referred 
to  in  this  way:  The  name  of  the  report  is 
entered  in  the  Journals,  and  then  is  added, 
"  Vide  Ro-and-Eo,"  giving  reference  to  the  num- 
ber and  page  of  the  Appendix  of  the  House ;  and 
go  not  only  the  report  but  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  Select  Committees  is 
entered  in  full,  and  can  be  referred  to  by 
everybody.  Therefore  we  may  properly  say 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  would  have 
been  entered  in  the  Journals  without  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Minister.  It  cannot  have  been  with 
a  desire  to  enter  the  report  on  the  Journals 
that  the  motion  has  been  made,  but  for  some 
other  reason.  Before  I  go  any  further  it  would 
be  as  well  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  has  not  yet  appeared  in  Hansard.  I 
will  just  read  to  the  House,  so  that  it  may 
appear  in  Hansard,  what  the  actual  charge  was 
which  was  made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  ;  and 
members  will  be  able  to  ask  themselves  why 
the  Minister,  at  an  expense  of  probably  £300 
or  £400,  caused  a  parliamentary  inquiry  to  be 
made,  and  why  he  has  brought  on  a  debate 
which  will  cost  the  country  nearly  another  £200 
— why,  in  all,  on  expenditure  of  £600  has  been 
incurred.    In  reality  the  whole  objeot  has  been 


to  defame  an  absent  parliamentary — I  think 
I  may  call  him — hero — •  man  of  much  dis- 
tinction when  in  this  House,  and  a  man  whom 
I  am  sure  the  great  majority  of  us  hope  to  see 
back  amongst  us.  What  is  the  whole  charge 
about  which  so  much  has  been  made,  and  in 
regard  to  which  123  pages  of  evidence  have  been 
printed,  and  as  to  which  an  acrimonious  de- 
bate has  been  raised  which  will  be  published 
in  Hansard  t  The  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  was  made  outside  this  House, 
and  was  not  a  privileged  statement.  There- 
fore, if  there  was  anything  libellous,  scorrilons, 
or  improper  in  it,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  might 
have  been  called  npon  to  prove  his  assertions 
in  the  law-courts  of  the  country.  If  not,  what 
necessity  for  the  long  inquiry?  This  is  what 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  said : — 

"  Let  it  be  clearly  understood,  I  am  far  from 
suggesting  corruption  in  connection  with  mj 
opponent  in  this  contest.  I  say  again  that  I 
don't  even  include  him  (Hon.  Sir.  MoEenzie) 
among  the  political  spielers.  I  think  his  in- 
tentions are  excellent,  and  that  ho  is  doing  the 
best  he  can  for  all  classes  of  settlers.  But  a 
man  with  unlimited  power  is  apt  to  be  acted 
upon  unconsciously  in  all  sorts  of  waj^s.  Take 
this  last  Pomahaka  purchase,  for  instance.  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  downright  bad  purchase,  a 
much  worse  one  than  Cheviot.  I  only  know 
the  land  by  repute,  but  it  is  a  cold  ungenerous 
soil.  It  is  purchased  on  the  eve  of  a  general 
election.  The  owner  of  it  is  an  influential 
man  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood.  He 
employs  a  number  of  men,  and  may  inflnence 
a  number  of  votes.  His  nephew  is  head  of  one 
branch  of  the  Minister's  department.  The  land 
has  been  for  sale  for  many  years.  I  heard  it 
myself  ofiered  for  sale  at  the  same  price,  I 
think,  ten  years  ago.  It  has  been  rented  for  a 
long  time  at  6d.  per  acre  rent,  which  is  5  per 
cent,  on  a  capital  value  of  lOs.  per  acre.  I  be- 
lieve even  at  that  rent  the  land  was  about  to 
be  thrown  up.  Now,  all  these  things  maybe 
mere  isolated  facts ;  there  may  be  no  connec- 
tion between  them  at  all.  But  a  Minister's  mind 
may  be  influenced  unconsciously  by  the  pres- 
sure of  his  friends,  by  the  fear  of  his  enemies, 
by  fifty  circumstances  which  have  no  direct 
connection  with  corruption,  but  which  lead  in 
that  direction." 

Surely  this  is  fair  comment  upon  a  parchasa 
which  was  exercising  public  opinion  in  die 
South.  Surely  it  was  proper  for  a  candidate 
who  did  not  believe  in  the  system  of  unoon- 
trolled  purchase  by  the  drown  to  use  such  a 
purchase  as  this  as  an  illustration  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  an  injurious  way  of  acquiring 
property.  Is  there  anything  in  snch  a  charge 
as  I  have  read  which  need  have  induced  the 
Minister  to  follow  the  ooorse  which  he  hsc 
taken  ?  Was  there  anything  there  which  any 
honourable  member  in  making  a  hostile  speech 
against  an  eLdversairy  in  an  election  would  feel 
derogated  from  his  own  character  ?  The  whole 
of  the  evidence  produced  before  the  Commit- 
tee, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  read  it,  points 
plainly  in  the  direction  of  proving  every  asser- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  on  tbs 
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paUio  platform.  If  we  take  the  teport  and  go 
through  it  we  shall  And  this  fact :  that  Mr. 
Bitchie, — head  of  the  Stock  Department,  but 
unconnected  with  Lands, — who  is  the  nephew 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  wap  the  person  who  first 
initiated  the  purchase.  I  do  not  saj  that  it 
is  unnatural  that  a  nephew  should  take  an 
interest  in  the  afiairs  of  his  uncle.  I  believe 
most  thoroughly  that  Mr.  Bitchie  was  not  in 
a  position  to  compel  any  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Lands  Department.  Mr.  Bitchie  was  head 
of  the  Stock  Department,  but,  so  far  as  I 
know,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lands 
Department.  He  acted  as  an  outsider  inter- 
ested in  the  vendor.  As  an  official,  I  cannot 
•«e  that  he  is  very  much  to  blame;  but  it 
wonld  have  been  far  better  for  himself  if  he 
had  abstained  altogether  from  taking  any  part 
in  the  negotiations ;  but  it  is  not  altogether 
unnatural  that  he  should  have  expressed  the 
opinion  to  his  brother  officials  that  it  was  a 
desirable  thing  that  the  negotiation  should 
be  entered  into.  But  the  blame  in  reality 
passes  from  his  shoulders  to  those  of  his 
superior  officer.  Any  blame  that  attaches  to 
this  affair  must  attach  to  the  department 
and  the  Minister  himself,  unless  the  Minis- 
ter tells  us  frankly  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  circumstances  whatsoever,  and  holds 
himself  irresponsible  for  it,  which  I  trust  he 
jmU  not  do,  because  a  Minister,  it  seems  to  me, 
has  a  duty  to  his  department,  and,  whatever 
he  may  say  to  them  in  private,  it  is  his  duty 
to  uphold  the  department  in  public  if  it  is  pos- 
sible. But  there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  purchase  was  first  raised  by  the 
nephew  of  the  vendor,  and  then,  as  one  goes 
through  the  report,  one  sees  with  what  haste 
— I  might  say  with  what  indecent  haste — this 
purchase  was  pressed  on ;  and  I  ask  the  House 
to  arrive  at  this  conclusion :  that  it  was  done 
under  pressure.  The  actual  dates  with  refer- 
ence to  it  are:  On  the  17th  August  Mr.  Douglas 
got  notice  that  unless  he  paid  up  a  certain  sum 
of  money — £8,000— to  the  Union  Bank  within 
fourteen  days  they  would  take  further  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  on  the  21st — that  is,  four  days 
afterwards ;  and  I  say  it  cannot  be  a  coinci- 
dence, you  must  connect  the  two  matters 
together — on  the  21st,  four  days  subsequently, 
no  find  the  Lands  Department  in  Wellington 
taking  steps  to  purchase  this  land,  before  even 
Mr.  Douglas  had  made  a  formal  offer  of  it  to 
Mr.  Maitland,  the  Chief  Commissioner,  on  the 
SSnd,  five  days  after  pressure  by  the  bank.  On 
the  S^th,  four  days  after  the  offer  is  made,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Douglas  and  his  agent  go  on 
the  land  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and 
valuation.  Ishouldiiketo knowwhether all pur- 
ohases  are  hurried  in  this  extraordinary  way. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— Some  of  them  are. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— On  the  SOth,  four  days 
snbeeqnently,  Mr.  Barron  wires  to  Mr.  Adams 
for  the  report  as  to  the  value  of  Pomahaka; 
and  on  the  SOth,  the  same  day,  Mr.  Adams  re- 
plies, practically  to  an  order  of  the  department, 
and  sends  the  report.  On  the  81(t  Mr.  Maitland 
wires  to  Mr.  Barron,  "  Pomahaka  valued  at 
£2  10b.,"  and  so  on.    From  the  lith  of  Sep- 


tember, when  the  Land  Board  sat,  till  the  3rd 
of  October  the  whole  business  was  completed. 
Now,  the  Minister,  so  far  as  I  understand,  on 
the  occasion  when  the  petition  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Pomahaka  was  presented  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  (Mr.  T.  Mao- 
kenzie),  was  in  his  office,  having  the  chief 
Ebdviser  of  the  Lands  Department — Mr.  Barron 
— in  the  office  with  him,  and  yet  Mr.  Barron 
never  hinted  to  the  Minister  that  he  had  taken 
steps,  antecedently  to  the  presentation  of  that 
petition,  to  get  the  land  valued  for  sale,  nor 
did  the  Minister  tell  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  that  he  knew  anything  about  is. 
Then,  what  must  we  assume  ?  Either  that  the 
Minister  did  not  choose  to  tell  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  that  he  knew  about  it — that 
the  petition  was  a  mere  form,  that  the  depart- 
ment was  already  prepared  to  purchase  the 
estate — or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  princi- 
pal officer  of  the  Lands  Department  had  hum- 
bugged the  Minister  throughout,  so  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  transaction.  There  is 
no  escape  from  that  dilemma ;  and  it  is  a  most 
unfortunate  position  for  the  country  to  find, 
having  lately  agreed  that  £250,000  should  be 
expended  for  the  purchase  of  land,  that  the 
department  has  carried  on  this  business  in 
what  may  be  called  "  a  hole-and-corner  way," 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Minister,  or  else 
that  the  Minister  now  endowed  with  such  large 
powers  of  purchase  is  careless  of  how  the 
monoyisspent.  Donotthink  it  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  pounds  shillings  and  pence.  Men  like 
myself,  who  believe  that  the  Government  cannot 
carry  on  as  satisfactorily  as  individuals  the  pur- 
chase of  land,  especially  compulsorily,  have 
here  reason  to  believe  that  more  than  double 
the  value  of  the  land  was  given  by  the  Minister. 
We  shall  have  that  extravagance  going  on  in 
the  colony  in  every  direction  with  the  £250,000 
which  the  House  has  unwisely  set  aside  for 
land-purchase,  and  so  possibly  that  amount  will 
only  buy  a  hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of 
land.  We  must  be  precious  careful  what  is 
done  in  such  matters.  Now  we  come  to  the 
question  of  value;  and  who  was  the  valuer? 
The  principal  valuer  was,  I  understand,  a  Mr. 
Dallas,  who,  if  report  speaks  truly,  is  a  great 
supporter  of  the  Government.  I  have  not  the 
honour  of  his  acquaintance,  but  he  is  placed 
in  official  positions,  I  am  assured,  whenever 
the  Government  has  any  position  to  give  him; 
chiefly  in  small  ones,  but  still  showing  that  he 
is  on  the  most  intimate  terms  with  Ministers. 
He  was  the  person  appointed  to  value  the  land. 
Well,  before  we  go  into  the  valuation  of  this 
particular  piece,  let  me  tell  the  House  about 
Mr.  Dallas,  and  the  valuations  of  Mr.  Dallas. 
Some  little  while  ago  Mr.  Dallas  valued  a 
property  at  £1,780 ;  that  very  property  was  sub- 
sequenUy  bought  by  him  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  value  he  bad  placed  upon  it ;  and  in  due 
course,  after  he  became  the  owner,  and  came 
to  know  its  value,  I  am  assured  on  good 
authority  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  he 
had  given  too  much  for  the  land,  and  that  he 
wonld  not  have  given  so  much  money  for  it 
had  he  known  what  he  was  about.     There- 
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fore  you  have  to  start  with  the  prinoipal 
valuer  —  a  gentleman  who  valned  a  piece  of 
land  at  bo  high  a  rate  for  local  bodies  that 
he  himself  bought  it  at  a  lower  rate,  and 
subsequently  to  the  purchase  he  has  stated, 
though  be  himself  presumably  inspected  it 
oarefully  before  he  purchased,  that  in  reality 
he  knew  so  little  about  it  that  when  he  came 
into  occupation  of  it  he  found  he  had  given 
more  money  for  it  than  it  was  worth.  So 
much  for  the  capacity  of  the  valuer  that  the 
Government  placed  so  much  reliance  upon  in 
purchasing  the  property.  At  any  rate,  £2  10s. 
an  acre  was  given  for  this  Pomahaka  property, 
and  we  have  the  fact  on  record  that  the  Union 
Bank,  which  had  advanced  £8,000  on  the  pro- 
perty, declined  to  continue  the  advance,  and 
that  the  security  was  offered  to  the  Dunedin 
Savings-bank,  and  that  the  Dunedin  Savings- 
bank  refused  to  take  over  the  security.  We 
have  it  here  in  evidence  that  the  Union  Bank 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  security,  and  put 
pressure  on  the  gentleman  to  get  rid  of  the 
estate,  giving  him  only  fourteen  days  to  pay 
them  ofi ;  and,  combining  these  two  facte,  I 
think  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
Dunedin  Savings -bank  and  the  Union  Bank 
knew  something  more  of  the  value  of  the 
property  than  the  Minister  and  the  depart- 
ment, which  bought  it  for  £18,656.  And  not 
only  that,  but  there  is    the   fact   that    this 

groperty  was  lee  at  6d.  an  acre.  It  is  true  it 
as  been  let  at  a  higher  rent  at  other  times ; 
but  what  does  that  prove  ?  It  only  goes  to 
prove  that  when  persons  gave  Is.  6d.  an  acre 
for  it  it  was  not  worth  Is.  6d.  an  acre,  or  else 
they  would  not  have  given  up  their  leases  at 
that  price.  At  any  rate,  we  have  evidence 
that  it  was  let  latterly  at  6d.  an  acre ;  and 
that  gives  a  capital  value  of  10s.  an  acre  for  the 
land.  I  will  just  ask  members  to  pay  attention 
once  more,  upon  this  question  of  value,  to  the 
fact  that  the  property  was  purchased  at  £2 10s. 
an  acre,  whilst  the  Popotnnoa  and  Waipahi 
Estates,  which  were  adjacent,  with  a  railway 
through  them  and  roads  to  them,  and,  I  am 
given  to  understand,  with  the  land  ploughed 
.and  laid  down  in  grass  and  subdivided  with 
fences,  with  good  houses  and  buildings,  were 
sold  at  an  average  of  £2  15s.  3d.  That  includes 
the  two  properties  of  Popotunoa  and  Waipahi : 
£2  ISs.  8d.  an  acre,  as  against  £2  10s.  for  abso- 
lutely naked  laud  in  Pomahaka.  I  am  told 
that  this  land  is  slightly  better  than  the  Poma- 
haka land ;  and  yet  the  Government  have 
valued  the  land  while  it  is  still  naked,  except 
ior  the  roads  upon  it,  at  £3  7s.  6d.  an  acre. 
But  mark  my  words,  Sir,  the  £3  7s.  6d.  does 
not  cover  by  any  means  the  price  the  settlers 
who  will  have  to  live  upon  it  will  pay.  They 
have  to  fence  it,  to  plough  it,  to  erect  houses, 
yards,  and  barns  upon  it,  to  stock  it,  and  by  the 
time  the  tenants  are  upon  the  estate  they  will 
have  to  expend  at  the  very  least  £1  2s.  6d.  in 
getting  it  into  such  a  condition  that  it  will 
be  profitable  to  plough.  That  brings  the  price 
they  will  have  to  pay  interest  upon  to  £4  lOs. 
per  acre,  as  against  £2  ISs.  8d.  for  the  Popo- 
tnnoa and  Waipahi  which  lie  adjacent.  If 
Captain  Russell 


that  is  the  oase,  there  can  be  no  qnestioB 

that  it  must  be   a  most  unfortunate  position 
for  the  settlers  to  be  in.    We  have   haid  it  in 
evidence  that  the  adjacent  property  carried  a 
sheep  to  the  acre  and  a  half,  but  Mr.  Stevenson, 
I  think  it  was,  who    rode   over  the  property, 
reported  to  the  person  who  employed  him  that 
the  sheep  were   in  such  a  poor  and  vnretohed 
condition  that  they  could  scarcely  get  out  of 
his  way.    If  that  is  the  case,  fancy  the  position 
of  the  tenant  who  will  have  to  pay  a  rental  of 
5s.  an  acre  for  land  that  is  so  in^fferent  that 
it  will  only  carry  a  sheep  to  the  acre  and  a 
half :  in  fact,  it  will  not  do  that,  for  the  sheep 
were  in  so  poor  a  condition  that  they  wsfre 
hardly   able   to   get  out   of   the    way   of   th« 
rider.    The  true  value  of  the  property  may 
be  ascertained  pretty  easily  by  computing  the 
figures   which  I  will  just  now   mention,  and 
they  are  these:  Even  assuming  the  value  put 
upon  the  land  for  local  taxation  purposes  by 
Mr.  Dallas,  £2  Ss.  6d.  an  acre,  to  have  been 
correct — the  value  put  on  three  years  iLgo — 
the  fall  in  the  value  of  grain  and  frozen  mut- 
ton and  wool,  to  say  nothing  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Oovenunent,  has  reduced  the  selling-value 
of  all  land  by  at  least  S8  per  cent,  during  the 
last  three  years ;   and,  if  you  deduct   33  per 
cent,  from  the  value  placed  upon  it  when  Mr. 
Dallas   valued   the  land  for  the   local   bodies 
under  no  pressure  whatsoever,  yon  will  find 
the  value  of  the  land  will  stand  at  £1  13s.  per 
acre,   or  just  about  the  price  Mr.  Stevenson 
valued  it  at — £1  lOs.  per  a«re,  I  think  it  was. 
Under  the  foregoing  circumstances,  no  person 
can  deny  that  the  initiation  of  the  purchase 
was  extremely  undesirable.    There  is  no  doubt 
about  that.    Either  the  Minister  was  a  party 
to  that  initiation  or  he  knew  nothing  about 
his  department  whatsoever.     Then  we  come  to 
the  fact  that  the  value  placed  upon  the  land 
was  considerably  higher  than  it  6ught  to  have 
been.    Then,  last  of  all,  we  have  the  fact  that 
the  documents  which  really  were  the  key  to  the 
whole  position — the  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  Mr.  Ritohie  and  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Douglas — have   been    destroyed,   so    that    the 
country  never  can  know  what  the  facts  in  con- 
nection with  the  purchase  really  are.     I  have 
endeavoured  to  cut  my  remarks  as  short  as  I 
possibly  can,  but  still  there  is  a  great  deal  I 
should  have  liked  to  say. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— So  have  I. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  have  no  doubt  ibe 
Minister  will  say  a  great  deal ;  that  is,  he  will 
say  a  great  deal  in  abuse  of  persons  who  take  a 
different  view  from  his  own.  I  am  bound  to 
believe  he  will  not  explain  any  one  circxon- 
stance  that  I  ask  him  to  explain.  I  was  invited 
last  night  to  write  my  name  in  a  birthday- 
book,  and  by  chance  I  opened  the  book  at  the 
birthday  of  the  Hon.  John  McKenzie,  and  may 
he  live  to  have  many  happy  returns  of  that 
day ;  but  here  I  may  mention  the  motto  I 
found  opposite  his  name.  It  is  one  of  Carlyle's: 
"  Our  grand  business  undoubtedly  is  not  to  see 
what  lies  dimly  at  a  distance,  but  to  do  what 
lies  clearly  at  hand."  What.did  lie  clearly  at 
hand  ?    An  election ;  very  close  at  hand.    He 
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was  very  aiudoaa  to  score  a  point  in  any  pos- 
sible way  he  could ;  and.I  believe,  if  the  election 
had  not  been  coming  on,  he  would  have  had  a 
fall  grasp  of  his  department,  and  Pomahalta 
^ould  atiU  have  been  the  property  of  the  patri- 
cian, aa  my  honourable  fnend  the  member  for 
Patea  said — and  I  should  like  to  compliment 
him  on  the  extremely  splendid  speech  he  made 
the  other  night :  it  would  not  have  been  the 
property  of  these  unfortunate  settlers,  who  can- 
not but  go  "bust"  if  they  endeavour  to  pay 
their  rent  to  this  colony. 

„  .  Mr.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  say  a  word  on  this 
subject,  and  I  should  not  have  risen  had  it  not 
been  for  the  bitter  and  impassiooed  speech 
delivered  a  short  time  ago  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  Sir, 
seeing  the  relationship  which  exists  between 
that  honourable  gentleman  and  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  I  tbiox  it  would  have  been  much 
better  had  he  remained  silent.  I  am  not 
going  to  enter  into  the  dispute  in  this  debate 
which  has  taken  place  between  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  and  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but  I 
would  just  point  out  this  to  the  House :  The 
position  is  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  at  the 
late  election  contest,  made  charges  against  the 
Minister  of  Lands  which  were  interpreted  by 
the  people  of  Otago,  and  by  the  Press  of 
Otago,  to  mean  corruption.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  public  and  the  Press  of  Otago 
interpreted  his  charges  to  mean  that,  and 
nothing  else,  Now,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie, 
Although  this  contcoversy  was  going  on  in 
Otago  for  some  time  after  the  election,  never 
took  the  trouble  to  do  what  I  think  it  was  his 
duty  to  do,  aa  an  honourable  man — to  dis- 
abuse the  public  mind  in  the  colony  of  the  idea 
that  he  had  charged  the  Minister  with  oor- 
znption.  He  allowed  the  Press  and  the  people 
of  the  colony  to  remain  under  that  idea  until 
the  matter  was  brought  up  before  a  Com- 
mittee, which  was  asked  for  by  the  Minister 
in  order  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  might  be 
invited  to  appear  and  make  his  charges.  His 
expenses  were  guaranteed,  and  ho'  was  invited 
to  bring  any  number  of  witnesses  that  he 
chose  to  bring  up  to  prove  those  charges,  and 
their  expenses  were  to  be  paid,  so  that  every 
facility  was  given  to  have  the  case  thoroughly 
invesUgated.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  came  up 
here,  and  remained  here  six  weeks,  during  the 
whole  of  the  inquiry,  and  he  only  called  two 
witnesses,  though  he  had  the  right  to  call  as 
many  as  he  wished,  and  after  the  fullest  in- 
vestigation he  failed  to  prove  a  single  charge 
against  the  Minister.  I  ask,  wsts  any  man  ever 
given  greater  latitude  on  a  Committee  than 
was  given  to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie?  It  was 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  from  the  com- 
mencement to  give  him  every  oppurtunity  to 
prove  his  case,  and  yet,  after  the  fullest  in- 
vestigation, he  failed  to  prove  a  single  charge. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
{Mr.  Bell)  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  had  spoken  the  truth,  and  that  he 
was  a  gentleman.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to 
contradict  that. 


Mr.  BELL. — I  did  not  use  those  words.  I 
stated  that  he  was  a  gentleman  who  stood 
high  in  the  esteem  of  every  one  who  knew 
him.  I  used  the  word  "gentleman"  merely 
as  I  would  in  speaking  of  any  gentleman. 

Mr.  THOMPSON. —Well,  I  have  the 
greatest  respect  myself  for  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie, but  I  say  that  he  failed  in  his  duty  to 
his  opponent,  the  Minister  of  Lands,  by  not, 
immediately  the  election  was  over,  contra- 
dicting the  reports  which  appeared  in  the 
Press  as  to  the  charges  of  corruption.  I  am 
not  going  to  say  much  more  on  that  subject, 
for  I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  to  get  up  and  make 
a  party  speech.  The  object  I  had  in  view,  and 
that  the  Committee  had  in  view,  was  to  have  a 
perfectly  impartial  inquiry,  and  that  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  should  have  the  fullest  opportunity 
of  proving  bis  case  if  he  could.  Tiiat,  I  main- 
tain, he  has  failed  to  do.  Neither  am  I  going 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  action  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Board.  Whether  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  did  their  duty  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  Whether  they  were  justified  in  buying 
such  an  estate  for  small-settlement  purposes 
is  a  question  we  may  differ  upon.  Whether  or 
not  they  paid  too  much  for  it  is  also  a  matter 
we  may  differ  upon.  But  I  wish  to  place  on 
record  this :  that,  so  far  as  this  Committee — 
which  has  been  called  a  packed  Committee — is 
concerned,  the  decision  of  that  Committee  was 
quite  unanimous  in  acquitting  the  Minister  of 
Lands  of  any  blame  whatever  in  this  trans- 
action. There  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on 
that  one  point,  and  that  is  all  I  wish  to  say  on 
the  matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  this 
case  further  than  that,  and,  so  far  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  is  concerned,  he  has  no  reason 
whatever  to  feel  disappointed  with  the  inquiry-, 
as  the  Committee  unanimously  acquitted  hiui 
of  all  blame.  Beyond  that  I  do  not  offer  any 
opinion. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  should  like  to  point  out  that 
the  Minister  has  charged  Mr.  Brittan  with  per- 
jury. Would  Mr.  Thompson,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  state  what  he  thinks  of  that? 

Mr.  THOMPSON.— Well,  I  think  that  was  a 
rather  rash  statement  of  the  Minister's,  and  I 
think  that  in  his  cooler  moments  he  would  not 
have  done  so.  Mr.  Brittan  gave  evidence  on  a 
certain  point  before  the  Committee,  and  found 
afterwards  that  he  was  in  error,  and  on  the 
next  day  he  came  back  to  correct  it.  As  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  I  should  not  attribute 
anything  like  perjury  to  that  gentleman,  and  I 
must  say,  in  justice  to  him,  that  he  gave  his 
evidence  in  a  perfectly  straightforward  way. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  think,  Sir,  I  am  en- 
titled to  a  personal  explanation,  after  the  per- 
sonal explanations  of  the  two  last  speakers.  My 
explanation  is  this  :  that  this  officer  of  the 
bank  come  before  the  Committee  and  swore 
that  Mr.  Douglas  was  in  Wellington  at  a  date 
which  would  imply  that  he  had  seen  me  during 
the  time  the  land  was  being  purchased.  That 
statement  was  false,  and  he  did  not  come  back 
to  correct  it  until  after  he  was  told  by  people 
outside  the  House  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 
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He  then  came  back  and  altered  hia  evidence 
before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  COLLINS.— I  venture  to  say  that,  while 
there  have  been  many  matters  of  greater  im- 
portance brought  before  this  HouM  during  the 
session  which  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  this 
House  has  not  been  called  upon  to  consider 
any  matter  o{  a  more  serious  character  than 
thin,  for  this  matter  involves  the  honour  of  one 
of  the  leaders  of  this  side  of  the  House,  and  of 
one  who  occupies  a  position  as  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  member  on  this  side  of  the  House,  if 
ho  is  competent  to  do  so,  to  rise  and  express 
his  deep  sense  of  regret  that  a  matter  of 
this  kind  should  have  to  be  considered  at 
all.  Now,  what  has  been  stated  ?  It  is  not 
for  me  to  cover  the  charges  and  statements, 
which  have  not  been  substantiated,  but  which 
have  been  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  Over  and  over  again  honourable 
members  have  asserted  that  no  charges  were 
made :  and  perhaps  it  is  true  to  say  so ;  perhaps 
it  is  quite  true  that  no  charges  are  made.  I 
think  it  is  quite  true  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
did  not  make  any  charges  against  the  Minister 
of  Lands ;  but  what  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  did 
do  was  much  worse  than  to  make  a  direct 
charge.  By  insinuation,  by  innuendo,  and  by 
statements,  or  misstatements,  he  allowed  it  to 
go  forth  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  had  been 
guilty  of  corrupt  action. 

A  He  that  is  all  a  Ue  may  be  met  and  fought  with 

outriRht, 
But  a  Ue  that  is  bait  a  truth  is  a  harder  matter  to 

fight. 

Had  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  made  a  downright 
charge,  as  other  honourable  gentlemen  have 
stated,  he  might  have  been  drawn  into  the 
Courts  of  justiuu,  and  the  matter  settled  there 
instead  of  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  Then,  Sir, 
we  could  have  understood  him.  But  to  make 
charges,  half  covert  charges,  by  insinuation 
and  innuendo,  leaves  no  other  way  open  than 
for  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  members 
of  this  House.  I  regard  this  as  a  most  regret- 
table matter.  As  one  amongiit  the  new  meni- 
bcis  of  tliis  House,  I  can  only  say  that  if  there 
be  one  Minister  in  the  House  who  is  regarded 
as  the  soul  of  honour  and  integrity,  and  up  and 
down  straightforwardness,  that  gentleman  is 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  1  am  perfectly  certain 
that  that  is  the  conclusion  those  honourable 
geutlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  must 
have  come  to  ;  but  while  they  themselves  aver 
that  the  iionouiable  gentleman  cannot  be  justly 
accused  of  doing  anything  improper,  while 
every  speech  made  from  the  Opposition  benches 
has  demurred  from  any  direct  charges,  and 
from  even  the  colour  of  supporting  the  charges 
which  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie, has  not  every  one  of  their  speeches 
been  so  framed  as  actually  to  support  the  co- 
vert charges  made?  Undoubtedly  every  speech 
made  by  those  honourable  gentlemen  has  been 
framed  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  strong 
colour  to  those  charges.  If  there  be  one  mem- 
ber on  the  other  side  of  the  House  whom 
members  could  regard  with  a  certain  amount 
Mr,  J.  McKemie 


of  linoen  letpaot  it  is  the  hononraUe  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay ;  yet  what  wa*  the  concluding 
sentenos  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  It  wu 
that  this  purchase  took  plaos  immediEttely  pre- 
ceding an  election,  and  that,  if  there  hal  not 
been  an  election  impending  at  the  time,  the  pur- 
chase would  not  have  taken  place.  Sir,  what 
does  this  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  for  party  purposes,  and  as  a  politics! 
bribe,  purchased  an  estate  at  a  price  which 
was  not  its  value.  As  one  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  and  who  has  not 
had  the  advantages  that  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee have  had  of  going  into  the  whole  of  the 
details  of  this  case,  I  have  paid  some  little 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  I  must  oonfee, 
after  reading  the  report,  I  have  experienced 
very  painful  feelings  at  the  speeches  deUvered 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House.  On  Saturday 
evening  the  House  was  regaled  by  an  amosiog 
and  edifying  speech  delivered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  But,  Sir,  I  think  a  serioat 
matter  of  this  kind  is  scarcely  a  subject  for  a 
jooulac  speech  or  an  evening'a  entertainmeeL 
It  is  suggested  that  the  speech  vrith  which 
the  honourable  member  entertained  us  that 
evening  was  made  amusing  by  quotations  from 
the  writings  of  Charles  Dickens ;  but  I  say, 
considering  the  seriousness  of  the  charges  that 
are  laid  before  us,  those  amusing  passages  are 
hardly  in  keeping.     I  hold  in  my   hand  the 

Srinted  report  which  was  actually  brought 
own  to  that  Committee  by  Sir  Bobert  Stout, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Committee  would  adopt  it. 
Now,  what  does  that  honourable  gentleman  say 
at  the  oonolusion  of  his  report  ? — 

"  As  for  Mr.  Bitchie's  action,  we  think  it  oar 
duty  to  say  that,  though  an  officer  acting  under 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  he  had  no  duty  or 
responsibility  in  connection  with  the  pnicnass 
of  estates,  and  all  he  did  was  simply  what  any 
outsider  might  have  done. 

"  Your  Committee  are  onanimoasly  of  opin- 
ion that  no  charge  of  corruption  can  be  made 
against  the  Minister  of  Lands.  Whether  the 
system  of  land-purchase,  as  disclosed  in  the 
evidence,  is  sufficiently  guarded  is  a  wide  sub- 
ject, on  which  the  Committee  is  not  required 
by  the  order  of  reference  to  express  an  opin- 
ion." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  a 
member  for  Wellington  City.  But  there  ix* 
many  members  of  this  House  who  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  details  of  the  report,  or  m& 
the  work  of  that  Committee ;  and  I  think  it  is 
my  duty  to  acquaint  those  honourable  membeo 
with  the  details  of  the  report  presented  to  this 
House  by  the  Committee.  With  your  permu- 
sion.  Sir,  I  will  read  it.    It  runs  as  follows  :— 

"  The  Coromittee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
inquiry  into  the  whole  transactions  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purchase  of  the  Pomahaka  Block 
from  Mr.  John  Douglas  under  '  The  Land  for 
Settlements  Act,  1892,'  beg  to  report  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  The  inquiry  commenced  on  the  4th  Sep- 
tember and  closed  on  the  2nd  October,  1891, 
and  the  evidence  of  thirteen  witnesses  wU 
taken. 
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"  It  appears  that,  when  addressing  the  Wai- 
faemo  electors  during  the  last  eleotion,  Mr.  M. 
J.  Scobie  Mackenzie  spoke  at  Palmerston  as 
follcws : — 

" '  Let  it  be  clearly  understood  I  am  far  from 
snggesting  corruption  in  connection  with  my 
opponent  in  this  contest.  I  say  again  that  I 
don't  even  include  him  (Hon.  J.  MeKenzie) 
among  the  political  spielers.  I  think  his  inten- 
tions are  excellent,  and  that  he  is  doing  the 
best  he  con  for  all  classes  of  settlers.  Bat  a 
man  with  unlimited  power  is  apt  to  be  acted 
upon  unconsciously  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  Take 
this  last  Pomahaka  purchase,  for  instance.  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  downright  bad  purchase,  a 
much  worse  one  than  Cheviot.  I  only  know 
the  land  by  repute,  but  it  is  a  oold  ungenerous 
soil.  It  is  purchased  on  the  eve  of  a  general 
eleotion.  The  owner  of  it  is  an  influential 
man  in  this  immediat»neighbourhood.  He  em- 
ploys a  number  of  men,  and  may  influence  a 
number  of  votes.  His  nephew  is  head  of  one 
branch  of  the  Minister's  department.  The  land 
has  been  for  sale  for  many  years.  I  heard  it 
myself  offered  for  sale  at  the  same  price,  I 
think,  ten  years  ago.  It  baa  been  rented  for  a 
long  time  at  6d.  per  aore  rent,  which  is  5  per 
oent.  on  a  capital  value  of  10s.  per  aore.  I  be- 
lieve even  at  that  rent  the  land  was  about  to  he 
thrown  up.  Now,  all  these  things  may  be  mere 
isolated  facts ;  there  may  be  no  connection  be- 
tween them  at  all.  But  a  Minister's  mind  may 
be  influenced  unconsciously  by  the  pressure  of 
his  friends,  by  the  fear  of  his  enemies,  by  fifty 
circumstances  whioh  have  no  direct  connection 
with  corruption,  but  whioh  lead  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  wont  you  to  remember  this:  It  has 
never  been  the  policy  of  the  English  law  or 
custom  to  invest  any  individusj  with  un- 
checked power  over  his  neighbour.' 

"  His  opponent,  the  Hon.  J.  MeKenzie,  took 
these  remarks  to  convey  a  charge  of  corruption 
against  himself,  and  made  a  public  reply  at 
Palmerston.  Considerable  discuBsion  followed 
in  the  Dunedin  newspapers,  and  both  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  and  the  editor  of  the  Otago 
Daily  Times  demanded  a  searohing  inquiry,  on 
the  grounds  that  the  purchase  was  an  improper 
one  and  the  price  absurdly  excessive. 

"  With  a  view  of  securing  the  fullest  investi- 
gation, the  Committee  specially  invited  both 
these  gentlemen  to  attend  the  proceedings,  and 
also  asked  them  to  name  what  witnesses  they 
thoaght  should  be  called,  the  Committee  ofier- 
ing  to  pay  all  expenses. 

"  The  editor  declined  to  attend,  and  said  he 
had  no  witnesses  to  name.  He  had  written 
merely  as  a  public  journalist. 

"  Subsequently,  whilst  the  inquiry  was  in 
progress,  this  gentleman  in  his  leading  columns 
stated  that  the  Committee  was  only  taking 
snch  evidence  as  would  suit  the  Minister  and 
the  department,  but  that  the  evidence  of  those 
who,  '  if  properly  examined,'  could  tell  '  the 
real  story '  was  not  being  procured.  Thereupon 
the  Committee  asked  him  to  name  the  per- 
sons who,  as  he  had  said,  could  tell  'the  real 
story.'  In  reply,  he  mentioned  Messrs.  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.,  of  Dunedin,  and  the  paid 

VOIi.  LXXXVI.-S8., 


agents  of  Mr.  Douglas.  The  Committee  then 
summoned  a  member  of  that  Arm,  and  also 
the  paid  agents  of  Mr.  Douglas,  as  named  by 
Mr.  M.  J.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  and  took  their 
evidence. 

"Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  attended  the  pro- 
ceedings, pursuant  to  the  Committee's  request. 
He  was  accorded  the  right  of  being  represented 
by  counsel,  which  he  declined.  The  Committee 
also  decided  that  he  alone,  of  all  the  witnesses, 
should  be  constantly  present,  and  that  he 
should  have  the  right  to  cross-examine.  He 
exercised  this  right  freely,  and  also  called 
evidence  himself  and  addressed  the  Committee. 
"Dr.  Fitchett  attended  the  proceedings, 
examined  witnesses,  and  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Lands 
and  Survey  and  the  Board  of  Land  Purchase 
Commissioners,  who  considered  that  their  in- 
tegrity was  attacked.         , 

"  £u.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  whilst  stating  that 
he  had  made  no  charges,  urged  that  the  evi- 
dence showed — 
"  (1.)  That  the  estate  was  purohsised  at  a 

price  far  in  excess  of  its  value  ; 
"  (3.)  That  one  main  factor  in  effecting  the 
purchase  was  a  petition  falsely  pur- 
porting to  come  from  settlers,  but  in 
reality  got  up  by  Mr.  John  Douglas 
himself,  urging  the  Minister  to  acquire 
the  land  for  purposes  of  settlement ; 
"  (3.)  That,  in  Mr.  Douglas's  interest,  undue 
haste  was  displayed  throughout  the 
whole  transaction ;  and 
"  (4.)  That,  in  the  same  interest,  the  pur- 
chase was  effected  in  the  face  of  a 
recommendation  of   the    Board  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  another 
property — the  Conical  Hills  Estate. 
"  With  reference  to  the  first  point,  Was  the 
price  a  fair  one?  the  evidence  consisted  of — 
(1)  Previous  sales  and  subsequent  sales  of  pro- 
perty   in    the    Pomahaka    and    neighbouring 
districts ;    (2)  opinion  of  witnesses ;    and   (S) 
prices  actually  paid  by  settlers  for  the  Poma- 
haka Estate  when  thrown  open  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"In  1889,  1,140  acres  of  the  same  estate, 
and  not  the  best  part  of  it,  were  sold  at 
£8  12s.  6d.,  and  for  several  hundred  acres  £3 
was  refused.  Moreover,  between  1889  and 
1893  there  were  negotiations  for  sale  and  lease 
of  parts  of  the  property  at  £3  or  thereabouts. 
This  would  seem  to  show  that  the  estate  was 
worth  more  than  the  Government  paid  for  it. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  within  less  than  a  year 
afterwards  the  Popotunoa  Estate,  of  10,147 
acres,  adjoining  Pomahaka,  and  undoubtedly 
a  very  fine,  well  -  subdivided,  and  well -culti- 
vated property,  was  sold  for  an  average  of 
£2  2s. 

"It  was,  however,  urged  on  the  Committee 
that  there  were  special  reasons  for  these  low 
prices  —  admittedly  much  lower  than  the 
owners'  value.  The  owner  (Mr.  J.  Logan^  had 
recently  died,  and  his  executors  put  all  his 
property  in  the  district — 30,000  acres  in  all 
— into  the  market,  thereby  outrunning  the 
demand  for  loud  and  lowering  the  price. 
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"  The  opinion  expressed  before  the  Com- 
mittee  by  all  the  witnesses  who  spoke  to  the 
point,  except  two,  was  that  £2  lOs.  was  a  fair 
price.  On  the  other  hand,  of  these  two  wit- 
nesses, oue,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  Bank, 
■poke  of  value  for  landing  rather  than  purchas- 
ing purposes,  and,  while  stating  that  the  bank 
called  up  an  advance  of  between  £8,000  and 
£9,000  on  the  security  of  the  property,  gave  as 
his  chief  reason  that  it  was  not  a  banking 
Mourity.  The  other  witness,  Mr.  Stevenson, 
said  the  land  was  worth  between  £1  and  £1  lOs. 
per  acre. 

"  Lastly,  there  is  the  practical  test  of  value 
afforded  by  the  rents  paid  by  settlers  who  have 
taken  up  sections  since  the  property  was  thrown 
open  by  the  Government.  Up  to  24th  July,  1891, 
5,230  acres  have  been  disposed  of  at  an  average 
rental  of  Ss.  id.,  or  a  capital  value  of  £3  Gs.  6cl. 
per  acre;  leaving  atvout  1,800  acres  still  to  be 
let.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these 
rents  were  given  in  spite  of  much  depreciation 
of  the  property  in  the  Otago  papers,  and  Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie's  public  statements  that  the 
■oil  was  cold  and  ungenerous,  and  that  the' 
rental  for  years  had  been  6d.,  representing  a 
eapital  value  of  lOs.  per  acre. 

"  After  giving  careful  consideration  to  all  the 
evidence  on  the  point,  the  Committee  are  of 
opinion  tiiat  the  price  jpaid  by  the  Government 
vas  a  fair  and  reasonable  one. 

**  With  respect  to  the  petition,  it  was  admitted 
that  it  was  got  up  by  Mr.  Douglas,  but  it  was 
signed  by  301  settlers  and  others  in  and  about 
the  district ;  it  was  presented  in  the  ordinary 
way  by  the  member  for  the  district,  who  knew 
many  of  the  signatures,  and  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  its  genuineness ;  and  it  could  have  had 
no  possible  eSect  on  the  price,  inasmuch  as  its 
existence  was  not  known  to  the  Board  at  its 
meeting  in  Dunedin,  when  the  price  was  fixed. 
For  these  reasons,  the  Committee  fsjl  to  see 
how  it  affects  the  matter. 

"  As  regaxda  the  suggestions  of  undue  haste, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  impro- 
priety is  disclosed.  Mr.  Barron  was  justified 
in  hastening  the  preliminary  inspection  of  the 
property,  as  an  sidjoining  estate,  the  Conical 
Hills,  was  also  under  offer,  and  it  was  expe- 
dient that  both  should  be  before  the  Board  to- 
gether. The  telegrams  about  the  Board  meet- 
ing are  suf^ciently  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  Surveyor- General  had  left  Wellington  to 
attend  meetings  in  Canterbury,  Otago,  and 
Invercargill,  and,  to  save  bis  time,  it  was  of 
importance  that  the  Board  business  should  be 
ready  for  him  on  his  arrival  in  Dunedin.  As 
to  the  suggestion  that  Mr.  Ritchie  improperly 
induced  Mr.  Barron  (the  Under-Secretary  of 
Lands)  to  instruct  the  preliminary  inspection 
without  the  knowledge  or  authority  of  his 
superior  officer,  the  evidence  was  uncontra- 
dicted that  Mr.  Barron  was  not  exceeding  his 
authority.  Mr.  Ritchie,  too,  though  a  nephew 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  and  a  Government  officer,  did 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  interfere 
otherwise  than  an  outsider  might  have  done, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  promoted 
the  purchase  or  influenced  the  price. 
Mr.  Collitu 


"  As  bearing  on  the  question  of  undue  haste, 
it  appeared  that  the  oner  to  sell  was  made  on 
the  2l8t  August,  the  offer  to  buy  on  the  25ih 
September,  Mr.  Douglas  accepted  on  the  Srd 
October,  and  the  purchase-money  was  not  paid 
until  after  the  20th. 

"  With  respect  to  Conical  Hills,  the  avidenoa 
clearly  shows  that  the  purchase  was  impracti- 
cable at  the  time,  and  could  not  have  been 
effected  without  beginning  the  whole  negotia- 
tions eU  novo.  The  offer  was  to  exchange,  and 
there  was  no  statutory  power  to  exchange.  The 
Board's  recommendation  was  to  exchange  the 
whole  or  purchase  a  portion,  whereas  there  was 
no  specific  offer  to  sell  the  whole,  and  no  offer 
whatever  to  sell  less  than  the  whole.  Moreover, 
there  were  not  funds  sufficient  to  purchase  the 
portion  recommended,  still  less  to  porchose  the 
whole. 

*'  Mr.  Soobie  Mackensie  dwelt  strongly  on 
the  fact  that  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Ritclue  was  not  produced. 
The  explanation  offered  was  that  it  consisted 
of  letters  and  telegrams  between  uncle  and 
nephew,  and  was  therefore  not  preserved.  With 
respect  to  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Ritchie  to  Mr. 
Barron  which  was  not  on  the  file,  the  Com.- 
mittee  accept  Mr.  Barron's  explanation,  thaft 
unimportant  papers  are  not  always  filed  ;  and 
in  this  instance,  ae  the  telegram  was  sent  long 
after  the  purchase  was  concluded,  it  cannot 
have  much  bearing  on  the  matter. 

"  Throughout  the  whole  inquiry  nothing  has 
at  any  time  been  adduced  to  show  that  the 
Minister  in  any  way  departed  from  the  strict 
line  of  his  official  duty ;  and,  indeed,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  had  very  little  to  do  with  the 
purchase  except  signing  the  ordinary  official 
papers. 

"  Finally,  and  as  the  result  of  as  exhaustive 
an  inquiry  as  they  could  make,  the  Committee 
find  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  grave 
charges  meLde  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  and 
that  neither  the  Minister  nor  any  member  of 
the  Iiands  and  Survey  Department  or  of  the 
Board  of  Land  Purchase  Commissioners  is  in 
any  way  affected  either  as  to  integrity  or 
capacity. 

"  The  Committee  feel  it  their  dnty  to  refer  to 
one  other  point : — 

"  In  the  course  of  his  evidence,  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  said  that  neither  in  his  speech 
(quoted  above)  nor  at  any  other  time  did  he 
impute  corruption  to  the  Minister,  and  that,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  no  inference  of  corruption  was 
ever  drawn  from  his  speech  or  his  subsequent 
correspondence  in  the  Otago  Daily  Tunes : 
further,  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
inquiry,  and  was  merely  there  because  the 
Committee  had  invited  him. 

"The  Committee  regret  that  they  oannot 
agree  with  him.  In  their  opmion,  no  reason- 
able  man  can  read  the  speech  without  drawing 
the  inference  that  the  speaker  is  intending  a 
charge  of  corruption.  The  effect  of  the  pre- 
liminary disclaimer  is  merely  to  put  the  charges 
in  the  form  of  innuendo  instead  of  direct  state- 
ment, and  to  serve  as  a  loophole  to  escape  the 
responsibility  of  having  to  prove  them.    There 
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was  ample  evidence  before  the  Committee  that, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  inference  was  drawn, 
and  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  knew  it  and 
countenanced  it. 

"They  are  further  of  opinion  that  charges 
of  cormption,  if  made  at  all,  should  be  made 
plainly  and  specifically  instead  of  by  innuendo 
and  suggestion,  and  that  the  person  who  makes 
them  should,  when  challenged,  either  prove 
them  or  withdraw  them.  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie has  done  neither. 

"  B,  TaoMPSOH,  Chairman." 

Sir,  I  think  I  am  perfectly  justified  in  placing 
that  report  in  detail  before  this  House.  I 
would  not  have  done  this  had  it  not  been  for 
the  nature  of  the  remarks  made  by  a  number  of 
the  speakers  in  endeavouring  to  screen  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie.  Why,  what  was  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  ?  When  one  listened  to  his  judicial 
speech — a  speech  having  the  ring  of  the  bar 
about  it,  and  intoned  just  as  one  could  imagine 
a  speech  to  be  intoned  in  the  Supreme  Court — 
one  asks  oneself,  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  mind  for  the  time 
being,  who,  in  endeavouring  to  screen  a  friend, 
could  be  so  absolutely  unjust,  bo  unfair  and 
I  may  say  almost  unscrupulous,  towards  an 
o  on  opponent?  Why,  Sir,  what  fault  could 
"•'•"•  he  find  with  the  Minister?  Did  he 
attempt  to  substantiate  one  of  the  charges,  or 
to  justify  any  of  the  statements  made  ?  I^ot  for 
a  moment ;  but  in  a  most  sarcastic  manner  he 
referred  to  the  grace  of  the  gestures  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  elegance  of  his  diction, 
and  the  courteous  nature  of  his  references. 
Sir,  a  man  speaking  under  the  painful  feelings 
which  had  their  rise  in  the  knowledge  that 
unjust  charges  had  been  hurled  against  him 
may  apeak  with  warmth,  may  speak  with  little 
elegance  of  diction,  his  gestures  may  not  be  all 
that  is  graceful ;  but  when  a  man  can  calmly 
and  deliberately,  with  a  speech  judicially  in- 
toned, in  which  he  avoids  discussing  the  charge 
against  the  Minister  who  spoke  warmly  in 
defence  of  his  character  and  position — de- 
fending the  honour  and  integrity  of  a  Minister 
«f  the  Crown,  and  the  honour  of  the  House 
— when  he  gets  up  and  simply,  in  sarcastic 
tones,  refers  to  wont  of  grace  and  inelegance  of 
'diction  in  the  Minister's  address,  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  be  very  hard  up 
for  matter  for  attack  and  very  hard  up  for 
matter  for  defence.  I  think  I  have  said  enough 
to  show  that  this  report  in  every  sense,  in  every 
detail — I  will  not  say  screens  the  honourable 
gentleman — I  will  not  say  vindicates  him,  for 
he  requires  neither  screen  nor  vindication,  but 
— places  the  true  facts  of  the  case  before  the 
country ;  and  every  honourable  member  ought 
to  feel  grateful  to  the  Committee  for  having 
done  its  work  in  so  adequate  a  manner  as  to 
enable  the  country  to  see  that  the  Minister  has 
not  been  guilty  of  that  corruptness  of  conduct 
which  some  would  persuade  this  House  and 
the  country  to  believe. 

Mr.  FBASER. — My  reason  for  desiring  to 
speak  just  now  is  that  there  may  be  no  mis- 


apprehension of  the  reasons  for  the  manner  in 
which  I  shall  exercise  my  vote.  I  intend  to 
support  the  amendment.  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced— and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  any 
unprejudiced  person  who  reads  the  evidence 
will  also  be  convinced — that  the  report  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  evidence.  I  have  read 
both,  and  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  grievously  abused 
the  privileges  of  the  House  in  reading  aloud 
the  whole  of  the  report  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  hansardising  it.  Of  this  there  can  be  httle 
question.  The  very  fact  of  his  having  taken 
tills  step  induced  me  to  rise,  if  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  enter  my  protest  against  it. 
I  do  not — I  never  did — suppose  there  was  any- 
thing in  what  has  been  said  about  the  Minister 
of  Lands  having  been  charged  with  corruption 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  take  it  that  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  guarded  himself  from  making 
such  a  charge,  and  I  never  considered  such  a 
charge  had  been  made.  I,  with  others,  did  not 
think  that  it  was  necessary  for  a  Committee  to 
be  set  up  to  exculpate  the  Minister.  Speaking 
from  my  own  knowledge  of  that  gentleman,  I 
would  not  believe  him  capable  of  doing  any- 
thing wrong  in  the  way  alleged.  I  have  a 
right  to  say  that,  as  my  knowledge  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  extends  over  many  years. 
But  it  is  quite  a  different  matter  with  regard 
to  the  report  of  this  Committee.  It  might  have 
been  written  just  as  well  before  they  took  a 
single  tittle  of  evidence.  It  has  no  connection 
with  the  evidence  at  all.  It  bears  on  the  face 
of  it  the  fact  that  it  is  intended  not  so  much 
to  exculpate  the  Minister  from  the  charge 
alleged  to  have  been  mode  against  him,  as  to 
place  a  stigma  on  his  political  opponent :  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  cannot  vote  for  placing  it 
in  the  Journals  of  the  House.  These  are  my 
reasons  for  voting  for  the  amendment,  and  I 
desire  to  place  them  on  record. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Sir,  I  think  it  is  most  un- 
fair that  the  report  should  be  hansardised 
without  the  evidence,  and  I  propose  to  begin  to 
read  some  of  the  evidence  that  refers  to  it,  un- 
less a  promise  is  given  that  the  report  shall 
not  be  hansardised  without  the  evidence  If 
the  House  will  consider  my  speech  is  made  by 
reading  the  evidence  1  will  sit  down ;  otherwise 
I  shall  read  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Nothing  can  go  into  Hint. 
sard  except  what  is  uttered  in  the  House  by 
members  m  the  course  of  their  speeches. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Well,  Sir,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  reading  the  speech  of  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie.  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  unfair 
that  just  a  port  of  the  thing  should  be  put  into 
Hansard  without  the  whole,  and  I  think  this  is 
necessary  as  a  set-off  against  the  other.  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  said, — 

*'I  propose,  Air.  Chairman,  to  sum  up  the 
evidence  which  has  been  adduced  in  this  in- 
quiry. In  doing  so  I  will  endeavour  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  I  may  say,  at  the  outset, 
that  this  inquiry  is  in  no  sense  due  to  any 
action  of  mine,  and  I  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  the  expense  of  it  in  any  way.  The  past 
three  weeks  have  been  occupied  in  taking  evi- 
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denoe  foi  the  Crown,  while  two  days  have  been 
devoted  to  taking  such  evidence  as  I  had  to 
give.  The  time  was  sufficient  for  my  purpose, 
and  I  have  no  right  to  complain,  since  I  have 
no  status  here,  and  it  was  by  the  Committee's 
invitation  I  took  up  the  position  I  now  occupy. 
Indeed,  I  may  safely  say  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  case  on  my  own  side  could  fairly  rest  on 
the  evidence  which  has  been  extorted  from  the 
witnesses  on  the  other  side.  Kow,  I  hope  to 
establish  a  complete — I  might  say  a  crushing — 
answer  to  the  case  set  up  for  the  Crown — a  case 
showing  that  this  Pomahaka  purchase  was,  in 
the  first  place,  a  highly  improper  one,  involving 
a  great  waste  of  publio  money  m  the  purchase  of 
land  not  at  all  ofa  desirable  character  for  settle- 
ment :  involving,  also,  payment  by  the  settlers 
on  it  of  crushing  and  unpayable  rents ;  the  sole 
efiect  of  the  purchase  biaing  to  unduly  fill  the 
pocket  of  a  private  individual.  In  the  second 
place,  I  shall  show  the  Committee  —  to  its 
•atisfaotion,  I  am  sure— that  the  purchase  by 
the  Crown  was  itself  founded  on  what,  vrithont 
any  resort  to  language  unusually  strong,  must 
be  called  a  fraud.  I  do  not  think  the  Commit- 
tee can  possibly  differ  from  me  on  this  second 
head.  I  am  here  solely  as  an  invited  witness 
myself,  in  consequence,  I  understand,  of  certain 
oritioisms  of  the  purchase  made  by  me  as  a 
publio  man.  For  these  criticisms  it  is  only 
right  I  should  at  once  tell  the  Committee  I  am 
not  responsible  to  any  one ;  but  I  here  affirm 
that  all  I  said  was  true — every  word  of  it — 
literally  and  absolutely.  And  the  statements  I 
made,  so  far  as  they  were  matters  of  opinion, 
were  to  the  best  of  my  belief  thoroughly  sound, 
and  uttered  in  the  true  interests  of  the  colony. 
Now,  what  were  these  statements — my  criti- 
cisms 7  They  form  part  of  the  evidence ;  but 
I  will  ask  the  Committee  to  allow  me  to  read 
them  again,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
however  familiar  the  Committee  may  be  with 
them,  a  large  portion  of  the  public  will  read 
them  for  the  first  time.  At  the  general  election 
in  November  of  last  year  I  alluded  to  the  Poma- 
haka purchase  at  Palmerston  as  follows : — 

" '  Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  I  am  far 
from  suggesting  corruption  in  connection  with 
my  opponent  in  this  contest.  I  think  his  in- 
tentions are  excellent,  and  that  he  is  doing  the 
best  he  can  for  all  classes  of  settlers.  But  a 
man  with  unlimited  power  is  apt  to  be  acted 
upon  unconsciously  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  Take 
this  Pomahaka  purchase,  for  instance.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  bn  a  downiightly  bod  purchase,  a 
much  worse  one  than  Cheviot.  I  only  know 
the  land  by  repute,  but  it  is  a  cold,  ungenerous 
soil.  It  is  purchased  on  the  eve  of  a  general 
election.  The  owner  of  it  is  an  influential  man 
in  this  immediate  neighbourhood.  He  employs 
a  number  of  men,  and  may  influence  a  number 
of  votes.  His  nephew  (Mr.  Bitchie)  is  head  of 
one  branch  of  the  Minister's  department.  The 
land  has  been  for  sole  for  many  years.  I  heard 
it  myself  oflered  for  sale,  for  the  same  price,  I 
think  (£2  IDs.  per  acre),  ten  years  ago.  It  has 
been  rented  for  a  long  time  at  6d.  per  acre, 
which  is  5  per  cent,  on  a  capital  value  of  lOs. 
pet  acre.  I  believe,  even  at  that  rate,  the  land 
Mr.  Button 


was  about  to  be  thrown  up.  Now,  all  these 
things  may  be  mere  isolated  facts  ;  there  may 
be  no  connection  between  them  at  all.  Bat  a 
Minister's  mind  may  be  influenced,  uncon- 
sciously, by  the  pressure  of  his  friends,  by  the 
fear  of  his  enemies,  by  fifty  circumstances 
which  have  no  connection  with  corruption,  bnt 
which  lead  in  that  direction.' 

"I  maintain  that  all  the  statements  made 
by  me  in  that  speech,  thongh  I  am  not  answer- 
able to  the  Committee  for  them,  have  been 
proved  to  be  true  throughout  this  inquiry.  As 
to  the  statement  of  opinion  in  the  last  sentenc* 
which  I  have  just  resd — namely,  that  the  mind 
of  a  Minister  might  be  unconscionsly  inflo- 
enoed  by  the  pressure  of  friends,  or  Uie  fear 
of  enemies,  &o. — as  far  as  that  statement  is 
concerned — I  can  safely  appeal  to  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Committee  whether  it  does  not  em- 
body sound  opinions.  I  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  House  has,  daring  this 
session,  thought  fit  to  disallow  a  proposal  that 
the  member  for  each  district  should  be  also  a 
member  of  a  Land  Purchase  Board  for  that 
district,  largely  on  aocoont  of  the  inflaanoe 
that  might  be  brought  to  bear  on  a  member  of 
the  House  by  the  pressure  of  friends  or  the 
fear  of  enemies.  Surely,  what  has  bean 
thought  likely  to  affect  the  mind  of  a  private 
member  may  reasonably  be  held  to  affect  the 
mind  of  a  Minister  in  similar  circumstances. 
It  is  here  necessary  that  I  should  read  to  the 
Committee  the  public  reply  made  to  my  speech 
by  the  Hon.  J.  McKenzie.  On  the  15th  No- 
vember he  spoke  at  Palmerston  as  follows  :  — 

"  '  Mr.  John  Bitchie  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  (the  purchase).  The  history  of  the  trans- 
action he  would  give,  and  would  lay  every 
document  in  connection  with  it  on  the  table, 
and  he  challenged  Mr.  Scobie  Hackensie's 
friends  to  examine  them.  If  on  inspection 
anything  was  found  to  be  wrong  he  was  willing 
to  bear  the  odium  ;  but  if  everything  proved  to 
be  straightforward  and  honest,  as  he  claimed 
would  be  the  case,  then  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
should  be  called  upon  to  apologise  for  having 
misled  the  electors.  .  .  .  The  first  he 
had  heard  of  the  matter  was  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Mackenzie,  a  political  partisan  and  bosom 
friend  of  his  opponent's,  who  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  400  people  in  the  Clutha  Coun^, 
asking  that  this  tract  of  land  should  be  pur- 
chased. .  .  .  They  must  not  suppose 
that  he  was  misleading.  That  was  not  his 
method  of  dealing  with  politics.  .  .  .  The 
petition  which  was  addressed  to  himself  wu 
OS  follows :  (Here  the  petition  was  read  by 
Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  after  which  he  continued). 

"  '  That  petition  was  signed  by  301  settlers, 
who  knew  the  land  situated  there.  What  did 
his  opponent  know  of  it?  In  the  opinion  of 
the  settlors  of  the  district  it  was  land  that 
should  be  purchased.  Was  it  his  duty  under 
the  circumstances  to  tie  a  piece  of  red  tape 
round  the  petition,  put  it  in  a  pigeon-hole,  and 
never  look  at  it  again  ?  That,  no  doubt,  was 
what  his  opponent  would  have  done  if  in  office. 
But  he  considered  ho  hod  a  duty  to  perform  to 
the  people ;  that  he  ooght  not  to  treat  their 
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fetitions  with  derision,  soom,  and  contempt, 
ut  see  what  could  be  done.' 
"  That  is  the  answei  that  was  given  to  me — 
the  ground  of  defence  of  the  purchase.  Now, 
I  will  ask  the  Committee  whether,  almost  with- 
out exception,  every  sentence  in  that  speech  is 
not  a  scathing  satire  on  the  facts  as  wo  know 
them.  Mr.  Bitchie,  who  'had  nothing  to  do 
>*ith  the  matter,'  crops  up  at  every  turn  in  the 
transaction.  Later  on  I  will  show  the  Com- 
mittee where  he  does  so.    Then,  it  is  said  that 

*  if  anything  is  found  to  be  wrong '  in  the 
petition,  &o.,  he  will  bear  the  odium.  I  ask 
the  Committee,  has  not  everything  been  found 
to  be  wrong?  Again,  if  the  petition  is  not 
proved  to  be  '  straightforward  and  honest '  I 
Was  there  ever  a  greater  satire  upon  the  facts 
as  we  now  know  them  ?  I  ask  the  Committee, 
was  there  anything  straightforward  or  honest 
about  the  petition  from  first  to  last  ?    Was  it 

*  the  opinion  of  the  settlers  of  the  district'  that 
this  land  should  be  purchased,  or  was  it  only 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Mr.  Douglas's 
nephew,  and  Mr.  Douglas's  creditors?  The 
Minister  says  that  such  a  petition  should  not 
be  treated  with  *  derision,  scorn,  and  con- 
tempt,' but  I  say  it  was  precisely  the  class 
of  petition  that  ought  to  nave  been  treated 
with  scorn  and  contempt,  for  it  proposed  to 
saddle  the  colony,  at  a  heavy  price,  with  a 
piece  of  land  that  the  owner  had  quite  failed 
to  sell  to  anybody  else.  Had  the  petition  been 
signed  only  by  Mr,  Douglas  and  no  one  else, 
any  Minister  would  have  been  on  his  guard, 
and  would  have  inquired  closely  into  the  nature 
of  the  land  offered  for  purchase,  and  would 
have  taken  care  to  ascertain  the  true  value. 
He  would  also  have  inquired  whether  the  people 
of  the  district  really  wanted  the  land  for  settle- 
ment. If  the  Minister  in  this  case  had  done 
so  he  would  have  found  that  there  was  no 
<desire  whatever  for  this  land.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  say  on  this  point  for  the  present. 

"Let  us  now  come  to  the  history  of  this  peti- 
tion. It  was  hatched  in  the  office  of  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.,  who  were  Mr.  Douglas's 

feneral  agents  in  other  departments  of  his 
nsiness.  They  held  a  second  mortgage  over 
the  land  as  collateral  security  for  advances  they 
had  themselves  made  on  stock  mortgages,  with 
which  we  have  no  concern.  This  petition  was 
written  by  Mr.  Douglas,  every  word  of  it,  at 
Mount  Koyal,  his  own  home.  The  Committee 
knows  that  it  was  then  sent  by  him  to  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.,  his  agents,  to  be  revised ; 
then  it  was  sent  to  Mr.  TurnbuU,  his  local 
agent  at  Clinton,  to  be  further  revised.  By 
him  the  petition  was  sent  back  to  Mount  Boyal, 
where  a  fair  copy  was  written  and  transmitted 
to  Wright,  Stephenson,  and  Co.,  in  order  that 
they  should  have  two  copies  type-written. 
This  was  done,  and  the  copies  forwarded  on  to 
the  local  agent,  Mr.  TurnbuU,  to  get  them 
signed.  Mr.  Douglas  says  he  wrote  the  peti- 
tion openly ;  that  he  made  no  secret  of  it  in 
any  way.  In  cross-ezsunination,  however,  it 
appeared  that  what  he  called  '  openly '  was — 
within  the  knowledge  of  Wright,  Stephenson, 
and   Co.,  Mr.  Tutnbull,   Mr.   Begg,  another 


agent,  and,  of  course,  the  young  man  who 
wrote  the  fair  copy.  Well,  we  have  got  the 
petition  to  Clinton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pomahaka ;  it  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Tumbull, 
who  employs  a  young  man  to  go  hawking  it 
about  the  district  to  get  it  signed,  a  task  which 
occupied  three  weeks.  When  he  got  the  signa- 
tures he  also  got  £12  from  Mr.  Douglas  for  his 
trouble.  Mr.  TurnbuU  also  undertook  to  get 
signatures,  and  he  also  got  £12  for  his  work. 

"  Dr.  Fitchett :  Pardon  me,  the  one  £12 
covers  the  expense. 

"  Mr.  Qreen :  I  certainly  understood  that 
there  were  two  separate  amounts  of  £12. 

"Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie:  Pardon  me,  they 
each  got  £12.  I  know  it  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
and  it  was  clear  in  the  evidence.  I  can  say 
that  I  was  aware  each  of  them  got  £12  for 
hawking  the  petition  through  the  district ;  the 
only  diSerence  is  that '  the  young  man,'  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Douglas,  took  three  weeks  over  it, 
whereas  Mr.  TurnbuU  said  it  took  him  over 
four  or  five  weeks.  Mr.  TurnbuU,  later,  got 
another  £40  in  consequence  of  the  sale  of  wis 
land  to  the  Government.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  only  fair  to  say — and  I  desire  to  be  fair — 
that  his  own  contention  was  that  part  of  this 
money  was  pajrment  for  work  he  had  done  for 
Mr.  Douglas  over  a  series  of  years.  At  the 
same  time  he  admitted  that  but  for  the  pur- 
chase by  the  Government  he  would  not  have 
got  the  money.  So  that  it  may  properly  be  said 
this  petition  cost  Mr.  Douglas  altogether  £64. 
Here  let  it  be  noticed  that  in  no  sense  whatever 
can  this  petition  be  said  to  have  originated  in 
the  district.  The  evidence  is  conclusive  that 
such  was  not  the  case ;  there  was  no  meeting 
of  settlers  at  any  time,  or  of  any  kind,  to  re- 
quest that  the  land  should  be  purchased  for 
settlement.  No  such  suggestion  proceeded 
from  the  locality  in  any  form  that  the  pur- 
chase of  this  land  was  desired  by  the  settlers. 
None  of  the  residents  of  the  district  have  been 
brought  before  us  to  say  so ;  no  movement  of 
any  sort  was  got  up  which  would  indicate  that 
there  was  a  desire  to  have  the  land  for  settle- 
ment. No  communication  was  made  to  the 
member  for  the  district  on  the  subject.  The 
Committee  will  allow  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
when  a  petition  of  this  kind  is  to  be  got  up  for 
the  benefit  of  a  district,  and  the  settlers  want 
help,  the  first  person  to  whom  they  ap^ly  is 
the  member  for  the  district.  In  fact,  it  is  his 
duty  to  assist  them  in  every  way  he  can. 
On  this  occasion  the  member  for  the  district 
was  not  communicated  with,  although  he  was 
specially  able  to  give  assistance.  Nobody 
seemed  to  know  anything  about  the  petition 
except  that  it  was  there.  There  was  a  local 
paper  in  the  district,  published  at  Clinton,  but 
that  paper  never  had  a  word  about  this  land, 
or  suggested  that  it  should  be  purchased  for 
settlement,  or  that  it  was  required  for  settle- 
ment. On  the  25th  of  August,  however — that  is, 
when  the  petition  was  signed — the  local  paper 
did  publish  an  article  puffing  up  the  land  and 
urging  the  Government  to  buy.  Mr.  Douglas 
wrote  that  article.  He  says  the  editor  sought 
him  out,  and  induced  him  to  write  the  article. 
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I  think,  however,  it  will  be  admitted  that  the 
man  who  was  prepared  to  take  such  trouble  in 
getting  up  this  petition,  and  to  lay  out  so  much 
money  on  it,  would  not  be  likely  to  stick  at  the 
trouble  of  seeing  the  editor  himself  and  getting 
the  article  accepted  by  the  editor.  It  is  for 
the  Committee  to  say  which  is  the  more  likely 
story  of  the  two.  Then,  we  perceive  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  indignation  among  the  settlers 
who  had  signed  the  petition  when  they  found 
how  it  was  got  up,  from  whom  it  originated, 
and  all  the  facts  connected  with  it.  We  have 
had  the  evidence  on  this  head  of  Mr.  Stevenson, 
the  manager  of  the  Wairuna  Estate.  He 
signed  the  petition  under  the  general  belief 
that  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  Mr.  Turnbull 
showed  him  it  was  '  all  right,'  by  first  signing 
himself.  He  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Turnbull  that 
there  was  no  price  mentioned.  His  evidence 
went  to  show  that,  in  his  belief,  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  to  settle  the  land  —  that  it 
would  be  better  that  industrious  settlers 
should  be  upon  it  than  that  it  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Douglas  lying  waste.  He 
thought  he  was  doing  the  right  thing,  or  at 
least  nothing  wrong,  in  signing  that  petition. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  bold  him— Mr. 
Stevenson — responsible  for  the  contents  of 
that  petition,  because  he  signed  it,  which  is, 
of  course,  absurd;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
petitions  are  signed  under  the  general  belief 
that  if  there  was  anything  wrong  about  them 
they  would  not  be  pablioly  offered  for  signature. 
When,  however,  Sir.  Stevenson  and  others  dis- 
covered the  price  given  by  the  Government  for 
the  land — for  the  petition  mentioned  only  a 
'  reasonable  price ' — they  were  indignant. 

"  Now,  the  question  here  arises :  Did  the 
Minister  know  the  origin  of  this  petition  when 
he  based  his  defence  of  the  purchase  on  it? 
He  has  given  it  to  us  in  his  evidence  that  he 
did  not.  We  are  bound  to  accept  his  statement 
to  that  effect,  and  I  accept  it.  But  had  that 
petition  been  read  at  an  early  stage  of  this 
inquiry  by  any  member  of  this  Committee  I 
think  they  would  not  have  finished  their 
examination  of  it  without  the  very  strongest 
suspicion  as  to  the  quarter  whence  it  came.  I 
make  bold  to  say  there  are  very  few  people  in 
Otago  but  who,  when  tbey  first  read  the  peti- 
tion, knew  its  origin  ;  and  certainly  every  one 
who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  Mr.  Douglas,  or 
his  language,  knew  perfectly  well  where  it 
came  from.  All  I  can  say  on  this  point — and  I 
have  no  desire  to  dwell  upon  it— is  that  it  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  interests  of  the 
colony  should  have  been  at  this  time  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  so  unsuspicious  and  so  credu- 
lous— one  who  could  fall  so  very  easy  a  prey  to 
an  astute  landowner,  who  wanted  to  palm  upon 
the  Government  land  which  he  could  not  sell 
to  any  one  else. 

"  Now,  after  hearing  the  public  utterances  of 
the  Minister  which  I  have  read  to  you,  I  defy 
any  one  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  this  purchase  by  the  Government  was 
founded  on  that  petition.  The  first  the  Minis- 
ter heard  of  the  matter,  he  says,  was  through 
Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie,  a  member  of  the 
llr.BuUon 


House,  who,  as  member  for  the  district,  pre- 
sented to  him  the  petition.  The  Minister  says 
that  the  reason  he  purchased  the  land  was  that 
he  had  received  a  petition  signed  by  301  per- 
sons, and  he  was  not  going  to  treat  such  a 
petition  with  scorn  and  contempt.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  doubt  that  the  purchase  was 
founded  on  the  petition ;  yet  we  have  it  in 
evidence  that  Mr.  Barron,  Under-Secretary  for 
Lands,  set  the  department  in  motion  for  the 
purchase  by  sending  a  telegram  south  directing 
Mr.  Adams,  Chief  Surveyor  for  Otago,  to  in- 
spect the  land  and  report  on  it  nine  days  before 
the  petition  came  up.  Mr.  Barron,  let  it  be 
noted,  did  this  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ritchie, 
a  nephew  of  Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  Ritchie  has 
been,  as  I  shall  show,  clearly  acting  as  the 
medium  between  Mr.  Douglas  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  was  a  former  manager  of  Mr. 
Douglas's  Mount  Boyal  Estate.  Mr.  Ritchie 
was  then  and  is  still  at  the  head  of  the  Stock 
Department,  appointed  there  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McKenzie,  and  in  an  admirable  position  to 
act  as  medium  between  Mr.  Douglas  and  the 
persons  with  whom  he  was  negotiating.  For 
all  purposes  of  land-purchasing  Mr.  Ritchie 
wsbs  aa  outsider,  but  he  was  somehow  in  a 
position  to  start  Mr.  Barron  at  work  and  th» 
department  in  motion  nine  days  before  the 
petition  came  up.  He  did  so,  we  are  asked 
to  believe,  on  the  ground  of  economy — from  a 
desire  to  save  expense  to  the  Government  by 
saving  Mr.  Adams  a  second  journey  south  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  Pomahaka.  Mr. 
Adams  was  on  his  way  to  inspect  Conical 
Hills. 

"  An  Bon.  Member:  Mr.  Adams  tiavelled  on 
a  free  pass  by  railway. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackemie  :  Quite  so;  in  order 
that  he  should  not  have  two  journeys  to  make 
on  a  free  pass.  Mr.  Ritchie  induced  Mr.  Bai- 
ron  to  set  the  department  in  motion.  Mr. 
Barron  complied  without  consulting  any  one 
— without  consulting  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  who  is 
his  superior  ofiBoer,  and  not  only  his  superior 
officer,  but  also  a  member  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Commission.  He  also  did  it,  we  ore  told, 
without  consulting  the  Minister  (Mr.  McKenzie) 
himself.  Now,  there  are  only  two  hypotheses, 
under  one  of  which  we  must  account  for  Mr. 
Barron's  action  in  this  matter:  first,  that  them 
is  an  extraordinary  condition  of  laxity  and 
demoralisation  in  the  department  that  could, 
permit  such  things  to  take  place  ;  or,  secondly, 
'  that  when  Mr.  Barron  took  that  extraordinary 
action  there  must  have  been  some  one  in 
authority  behind  him  who,  he  felt,  would  sup- 
port him  in  that  action.  It  is  foF  the  Com- 
mittee to  say  which  of  the  two  hypotheses  is 
correct.  If  such  laxity  and  demoralisation 
exist  in  the  department  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  condoned  as  it  has  been  condoned.  If, 
on  the  other  band,  there  was  any  one  behind 
Mr.  Ritchie  who  made  him  feel  that  he  was 
warranted  in  taking  this  extraordinary  action, 
it  is  for  the  Committee  to  say  who  that  person 
is.  Here  it  is  to  be  remarked — and  it  is  very 
remarkable — that,  when  this  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Minister  by  Mr.  Thomas  Mac- 
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kenzie,  Mr.  Barron,  who  had  been  at  work  for 
nine  days  previously,  was  standing  in  the  room 
at  the  same  time,  and  yet  did  not  then  tell  the 
Minister  that  for  nine  days  the  department  was 
in  motion  on  this  very  matter — that  he  had 
had  the  land  inspected  and  reported  on.  He 
did  not  tell  the  Minister  that  various  telegrams 
had  been  going  backwards  and  forwards  about 
this  land  between  the  date  of  initiation  on  the 
21st  August  and  the  date — the  80th  August — 
when  Mr.  Barron  was  standing  in  the  Minister's 
loom  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie  presented  the 
petition.  Yet  a  good  deal  had  been  done  in 
that  interval ;  a  large  number  of  telegrams  had 
passed  between  the  parties  concerned,  and  all 
with  the  object  of  hurrying  on  the  work.  The 
Minister  was  apparently  left  under  the  impres- 
sion that  on  receiving  the  petition  he  was  in- 
itiating the  business  for  the  first  time ;  yet  Mr. 
Barron  does  not  say  one  solitary  word  about  all 
that  had  taken  place  before. 

**It  may  here  be  asked.  What  would  be  a 
rational  explanation  of  the  evident  haste  dis- 
played for  the  inspection  of  the  land  ?  Instruc- 
tions were  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  to  inspect  on  the 
21st  August,  but  we  find  that  four  days  previ- 
ously the  Union  Bank  had  given  Mr.  Douglas 
fourteen  days'  notice  to  pay  np  the  mortgage- 
money.  Four  days  after  that  notice  had  been 
given  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Bitcbie  induces  Mr. 
Barron  to  set  the  department  in  motion  towards 
the  purchase  of  this  land.  There  was  clearlyno 
time  to  lose.  Mr.  Douglas  had  been  for  years 
trying  to  sell  this  land,  and  had  failed.  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.  had  a  second  mortgage 
over  it  by  way  of  collateral  security  for  other 
advances.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  that, 
notwithstanding  their  second  mortgage,  they 
were  unwilling  to  take  over  the  land  with  a 
mortgage  of  JB8,000  upon  it.  It  is  also  in  evi- 
dence that  they  tried  to  induce  the  Dunedin 
Savings-bank  to  take  up  the  Union  BaAk's 
mortgage,  but  the  Savings-bank  refused.  There- 
fore it  is  clear  Mr.  Douglas  had  no  time  to 
lose  in  getting  a  purchaser.  In  fact,  he 
was  in  desperate  straits.  Action  was  required 
to  be  taken  at  once;  and  four  days  after  he 
received  the  notice  from  the  bank  to  pay  up  the 
department  was  set  in  motion,  and  it  lost  no 
time  in  proceeding  to  a  conclusion. 

**  Ijet  me  here  give  the  Committee  a  few 
dates  in  regular  order  to  show  the  despatch 
that  was  used  in  pushing  on  the  purchase  of 
this  land.  They  are  very  significant.  On  the 
17th  August,  1893,  Mr.  Douglas  gets  the  four- 
teen days'  notice  from  the  bank  to  pay  up  the 
amount  of  the  mortgage.  On  the  21st  Mr. 
Barron,  at  Mr.  Bitchie's  suggestion,  wires  to 
Mr.  Maitland  and  Mr.  Adams  to  get  the  land 
inspected.  On  the  22nd  an  offer  of  land  is 
made  by  Mr.  Douglas  to  Mr.  Maitland,  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Lands  for  Otago ;  so  that 
action  was  actually  token  by  the  department 
before  Mr.  Douglas  had  offered,  also  at  Mr. 
Bitchie's  suggestion,  the  land  to  the  Dunedin 
Waste  Lands  Board.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  Adams, 
with  Mr.  Douglas  and  his  loceJ  agent,  go  on 
the  land  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and 
▼olnation.    On  the  80th  Mr.  Barron  wires  to 


Mr.  Adams  to  know  if  the  latter  is  ready 
with  his  report — sufficient  evidence  of  hurry. 
On  the  SOth  Mr.  Adams  sends  in  big  report 
of  both  Conical  Hills  and  Pomahaka.  On 
the  Slst  Mr.  Maitland  wires  to  Mr.  Barron 
that  Pomahaka  is  valued  at  £2  10s.,  and  Coni- 
cal Hills  at  £8.  All  this  was  done  before  pre- 
sentation of  the  petition  to  the  Minister,  for  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McKenzie  was,  apparently,  unaware 
of  it  all  when  the  petition  was  presented  to  him 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie.  Mr.  Barron  allowed 
him  to  remain  in  total  ignorance  of  any  action 
being  taken.  On  the  4th  September  Mr.  Percy 
Smith  wires  from  Cheviot  recommending  Mr. 
Dallas,  a  local  farmer,  as  valuer.  On  the  14th 
September  the  Land  Purchase  Board  sits  in 
Dunedin,  and  on  the  Srd  October  the  purchase 
is  completed.  There  are  other  telegrams  indi- 
cating the  haste  with  which  these  transactions 
were  pushed  on  ;  indeed,  there  is  every  sign  of 
haste  through  the  whole  business  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  Can  there  be  any  reasonable 
doubt  that  the  hidden  cause  of  it  all  was  the 
difficulty  in  which  Mr.  Douglas  found  himself 
with  the  Union  Bank,  which  had  sent  him  the 
fourteen  days'  notice  to  pay  up? 

"  I  must  here  allude  to  the  Conical  Hills 
Estate,  which  appears  to  have  dropped  out  of 
the  notice  of  the  department.  It  is  a  first-rate 
estate,  in  the  same  district,  fenced,  subdivided, 
and  largely  cultivated,  and  could  have  been 
bought  at  £3  or  £3  6s.  an  acre.  That  estate  wag 
offered  to  the  Qovemment  before  Pomahaka; 
the  evidence  is  that  it  was  offered  in  exchange 
for  Crown  land,  but  it  was  really  offered  for 
sale  as  well.  It,  however,  almost  drops  out 
of  notice  while  the  Pomahaka  negotiations  are 
going  on.  The  Land  Purchase  Board  recom- 
mend, as  their  resolution  shows.  Conical  Hills 
in  preference  to  Pomahaka ;  but  their  report 
only  recommends  that  Conical  Hills  be  pur- 
chased. There  is  on  this  report  an  indorse- 
ment by  some  one  saying,  '  Wait  and  see  if 
Shennan  (the  owner)  will  sell.'  But  no  step 
is  taken  to  see  if  Shennan  would  sell,  although 
a  single  telegram  might  have  done  it  in  one 
day.  No  such  telegram,  however,  was  sent. 
Mr.  Percy  Smith  thought,  though  he  was  not 
sure,  that  the  reason  Conical  Hills  (while  still 
preferred  to  Pomahaka)  was  dropped  was  that 
there  was  not  enough  money  in  hand  to  com- 
plete the  purchase.  It  required  £41,000  to 
purchase  that  property,  while  all  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Minister  was  £81,000.  It  is 
a  striking  fact  that,  after  he  saw  that  he  had 
not  money  enough  to  buy,  Mr.  Smith  should 
still  write  to  Mr.  Shennan  and  go  through  the 
form  of  asking  him  if  he  would  sell,  as  well  as 
exchange,  knowing  all  the  time  that  there  was 
not  the  money  to  buy.  It  never  occurred  to 
either  the  Minister  or  Mr.  Smith  to  ask  Mr. 
Shennan  whether  he  would  sell  a  portion  of  the 
estate  ;  and  the  letter  asking  Mr.  Shennan  if  he 
would  sell  is  not  written  until  within  a  few 
days  of  the  Pomahaka  purchase. 

"  Now  we  come  to  the  price  paid  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  Pomahaka  land.  It  was  £2 
lOs.  per  acre  for  7,462  acres— in  all,  £18,656. 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  local  farmer  already  mentioned, 
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WM  really  the  sole  valuator.  Mr.  Adama,  it  is 
true,  after  bis  inspection  of  the  land  (acoom- 
panied  by  Mr.  Douglas,  by  the  way,  who  care- 
fully pointed  out  to  him  all  the  advantages  and 
none  of  the  disadvantages),  mentions  k2  lOs.  as 
the  value.  But,  both  in  his  report  to  tbe  Go- 
vernment and  in  his  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, he  said  he  made  no  pretence  of  being  a 
valuator,  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  trusted  to 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  (who  have  never  seen 
the  land  to  this  day)  to  put  a  proper  value  on  it. 
Mr.  Dallas,  therefore,  is  the  sole  valuator,  and 
the  curious  fact  comes  to  light  that,  while  he 
valued  it  for  selling  to  Mr.  Douglas  at  £2  lOs. 
per  acre,  he  hod  previously  valued  it  for  taxing 
purposes  at  k2  2s.  6d.  Here  let  it  be  noted  that 
Mr.  Douglas,  in  respect  of  both  these  valuations, 
was  extremely  fortunate.  He  gained  by  both. 
By  the  low  taxation  he  gained  a  reduction  of 
his  county  rates  and  general  taxes ;  by  the 
higher  valuation  he  gained  in  purchase-money 
a  sum  of  £2,798.  He  put  that  sum  in  his 
pocket.  But  the  most  unfortunate  part  of  the 
business  is  the  effect  as  regards  the  settlers  now 
on  tbe  land  under  the  Crown — namely,  that  this 
sum  of  £2,798  is  being  paid  at  this  moment  by 
them.  Now,  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Dallas  is 
that  the  taxing-value  is  below  the  selling-value. 
But  that  contention  has  been  refuted  by  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  this  Committee.  It  was  actu- 
ally refuted  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  his  evidence.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  he  said  he  had  himself 
bought  in  the  same  district  a  parcel  of  land 
from  Mr.  James  Allen,  M.H.B.,  And  paid  for  it 
£50  less  than  he  himself  had  valued  it  for  tax- 
ing purposes  ;  at  the  same  time  declaring  that 
he  bought  it  at  a  fair  value.  This  shows  incon- 
testably  that  Mr.  Dallas's  taxing-valuations  were 
occasionally  higher  than  the  selling -value. 
Then,  we  have  the  significant  evidence  of  the 
bank  inspector,  who  tells  us  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  bank  found  the  selling-value  below 
the  caxing-value.  Mr.  Percy  Smith  says  that 
the  taxing-value  is  from  10  to  25  per  cent, 
too  low.  That  was  a  very  convenient  statement 
to  make  in  regard  to  this  particular  case.  But 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  only  applies  to 
those  who  keep  their  land  for  working  purposes. 
That  is  a  wholly  different  case  from  that  of  the 
man  who  keeps  his  land  from  year  to  year, 
only  to  sell  when  he  can  get  an  opportunity  of 
doing  eo.  It  is  to  his  interest  to  keep  the  land- 
value  as  high  as  possible,  because  the  first 
question  asked  by  the  buyer  is.  What  is  the 
taxing-value  of  the  land  7  That  is  invariably  the 
very  first  question  with  the  buyer.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  have  it  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Douglas 
himself  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Begg,  his  at- 
torney, because  of  his  efforts  to  reduce  the 
taxing-value.  It  must  be,  from  that  evidence, 
clear  to  the  Committee  that  it  was  the  aim  and 
interest  of  Mr.  Douglas  to  get  the  taxing-value 
as  high  as  possible;  and  it  was  evidently  high 
at  £2  2s.  6d. 

"Let  us  now  consider  what  consequences 
flowed  from  the  price — £2  10s. — paid  by  Mr. 
Douglas  for  the  land.  The  first  consequence  is 
that  the  settlers  are  paying  no  less  than  £3  7s.  6d. 
an  acre  for  uncultivated,  inaccessible  tussock- 
Mr,  Button 


land :  that  is  the  price  represented  bj  their  avei- 

age  rent  of  Ss.  4}d.  per  acre.  This  price  being 
paid  by  the  settlers  is  made  np  of  two  things 
— namely,  the  purchase-money  for  the  land  to 
Mr.  Douglas,  and  tbe  actual  cost  of  the  roads 
necessary  to  open  it  up.  Mr.  Adams,  Chief 
Surveyor,  says  the  roads  have  been  made  at  tbe 
lowest  possible  cost.  Mr.  Percy  Smith  says 
the  same  thing.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McKenzia 
himself  writes  to  the  Otago  Daily  Times  to 
prove  that  the  loading  was  no  more  than  was 
demanded  by  law,  and  tbe  actual  cost  of  the 
roads  to  give  access  to  the  property.  If,  there- 
fore, it  can  be  shown  that  the  settlers  are  pay- 
ing too  much,  it  must  be  either  from  excessive 
loading  for  roads  or  an  excess  of  porehaae- 
money,  or  both.  We  have  evidence  thtA  the 
loading  is  the  lowest  possible,  so  that  the  pur- 
chase-money must  be  far  too  high.  This  fact  I 
will  prove  later  on. 

"  Sleanwhile  the  immediate  conseqaenoe  of 
the  high  price  was  that  when  the  land  was 
opened  for  sale  by  the  Crown  it  was  an  un- 
doubted failure.  Jnst  half  of  the  land  went 
off  in  the  first  instance,  the  other  half  remaia- 
ing  untouched.  In  the  Crown  Lands  Beport 
of  the  Srd  June,  presented  to  Parliament,  we 
find  Mr.  Maitland,  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Lands  for  Otago,  making  the  following  ro- 
marks :  *  The  Pomahaka  Block,  of  7,163  acres 
3  roods  1  perch,  which  was  opened  for  selection 
on  the  20th  February  last,  was  porcbased  in  a 
district  in  which  tbe  Crown  had  no  land  avail- 
able for  settlement,  on  which  account,  and 
being  surrounded  by  settlement,  it  was  con- 
sidered that  it  would  be  readily  disposed  of  to 
residents  in  the  immediate  and  adjoining  dis- 
tricts desirous  of  acquiring  land  for  themselves 
and  families.  From  the  number  of  those  who 
signed  the  petition  in  favour  of  the  acquisition 
of  this  land  it  was  only  natural  to  suppose  that 
this  would  be  the  case.  It  has  not,  however, 
been  taken  up  so  speedily  as  was  anticipated, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  this  was  that  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict were  led  to  believe  that  a  large  estate  in 
that  and  the  adjacent  district  would  be  brought 
into  the  market,  and  this,  considering  that  the 
land  referred  to  is  of  more  convenient  a/-r!»M_ 
militated,  and  still  militates,  against  tbe 
taking-up  of  the  Pomahaka  sections.  I  have 
no  doubt,  however,  that  the  remaining  sections 
will  be  gradually  disposed  of.  As  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  the  price  at  which  the 
land  was  opened  was  considered  somewhat 
high." 

"  Here  we  have  three  remarkable  statements. 
First,  that  the  sole  was  a  failure — a  fact  which 
astonished  Mr.  Maitland  when  ha  recalled  *  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  signed  the  peti- 
tion.' Mr.  Maitland,  of  course,  did  not  know 
what  the  Committee  now  knows— namely,  how 
this  famous  petition  had  been  manufactured. 
Secondly,  the  statement  is  made  that  tbe 
settlers  were  hanging  back  in  prospect  of  tbe 
sale  of  a  neighbouring  estate.  That  estate  was 
the  Popotunoa  property.  It  really  was  sold 
shortly  afterwards,  and  I  shall  have  something 
to  say  about  the  sale  presently.     The  third 
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fltatemeni  worthy  of  attention  is  that  the 
aettleis  generally  complained  that  the  piioe 
pnt  on  the  Fomahaka  land  by  the  Crown  was 
too  high.  And  here  I  will  comment  for  a 
moment  upon  some  curious  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  Percy  Smith,  Surveyor-General  and  head 
of  the  Lands  Department.  He  declared  in  his 
evidence  tliat  he  never  heard  of  any  complaint 
from  the  settlers  that  the  land  was  too  high  in 
price.  He  admitted  that  he  was  the  compiler 
of  the  Crown  Lands  Report,  from  which  I  have 
just  quoted  an  extract,  and  he  bad  to  admit 
also  that  he  overlooked  the  passage  about  the 
complaints  of  the  high  price.  At  a  later  date 
in  this  inquiry,  after  I  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  over  the  file  of  papers  connected  with 
Pomahaka,  he  had  to  admit  that  he  had  also 
overlooked  two  other  documents  addressed  to 
hinaseli,  both  embodying  the  complaints  of  the 
settlers — that  the  price  of  the  land  was  too 
high.  One  was  from  Mr.  Maitland,  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands,  and  the  other  from  Mr. 
J.  £.  Marsh,  Inspector  of  Settlements.  I  wish 
here  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  fact  that  the  sale  turned  out  an  obvious 
failure,  in  spite  of  rather  desperate  efforts  made 
to  make  the  failure  look  as  small  as  possible. 
We  find,  for  instance,  the  Minister  of  Lands 
sending  a  confidentiaj  communication  to  Mr. 
Maitland,  Chief  Commissioner,  to  this  effect : 
■Try  and  induce  the  unsuccessful  applicants 
to  take  up  the  remaining  sections ' :  in  other 
wordd,  a  request  is  made  to  Mr.  Maitland  (and 
this  was  no  part  of  his  duty)  to  try  and  induce 
settlers  to  ti^e  up  sections  which  they  did  not 
want.  I  do  not  suppose  there  can  be  any 
doabt  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  the  object  was  to  try  and  get  rid  of 
the  appearances  of  failure  which  attached  to 
this  particular  sale.  And,  although  some  o{ 
these  sections  have  gone  off  since,  there  are 
still  six  or  seven  remaining,  representing  some 
2,000  acres,  which  are  still  untouched. 

"  I  have  now  a  few  words  to  say  to  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  real  value  of  this  property.  It 
was  purchased  in  1869  by  Mr.  Douglas  at  10s. 
an  acre,  having  previously  failed  to  sell  at 
20e.  It  bos  remained  unimproved  ever  since. 
Mr.  Douglas  is  an  enterprising  man,  and 
lie  has  acquired  two  other  properties  since 
the  Pomahaka  purchase.  Both  of  these  he 
has  improved  to  a  very  great  extent,  but 
never  touched  FomahaJca.  One  of  these 
estates  —  namely.  Mount  Boyal,  which  he 
parohased  about  the  seime  time  as  Pomahaka 
— is  made  up,  as  he  admitted,  mostly  of 
pastoral  land;  yet  Mr.  Douglas  preferred  to 
toy  oat  his  money  on  Mount  Koyal  rather  than 
touch  Pomahaka. 

"  Then,  the  rents  Mr.  Douglas  has  been 
zeceiving  for  Pomahaka  over  a  series  of  years 
are  very  significant  as  to  the  value  of  the  land. 
From  the  1st  day  of  May,  1886,  to  the  16th  of 
May,  1887,  the  rent  was  6d.  an  acre,  Mr.  Douglas 
paying  the  property- tax.  From  that  date  to 
the  30th  September,  1893,  when  he  sold  to  the 
Government,  the  rent  was  9d.  per  acre,  he 
having  to  pay  the  land-tax  and  graduated  tax 
out  of  that,  leaving  it  really  6d.    I  would  here 


ask  the  Committee  whether  it  is  not  the  faot 
that  the  earning-power  of  a  piece  of  land  is  a 
very  strong  indication  of  its  value.  No  prac- 
tical man  will  deny  that.  The  inspector  of  the 
Union  Bank  states  that  this  was  one  reason 
for  regarding  Pomahaka  as  a  bad  security  and 
calling  up  the  mortgage-money.  We  have  the 
evidence  of  Wright,  Stephenson,  and  Co.  that 
they  fought  shy  of  this  property,  though  they 
made  Mr.  Douglas  large  i^vonces  on  other 
securities.  The  Dunedin  Savings-bank  refused 
to  touch  it  at  £8,000.  Not  only  was  the  pro- 
perty one  that  possessed  no  earning-power,  but 
it  was  actually  losing  at  the  rate  of  between 
£400  and  £500  a  year.  The  interest  payable  by 
Mr.  Douglas  on  bis  mortgage  was  £680.  Add 
to  this  sum  the  amount  of  land-  and  graduated 
tax  payable  by  Mr.  Douglas  at  the  rate  of  IJd. 
on  £15,680  (Mr.  DaUas's  taxing-value)— namely, 
£90,  after  deducting  his  mortgage  exemption 
— and  we  have  a  total  of  £720.  Deduct  from 
that  his  rentsJ  at  9d.  on  7,462  acres — namely, 
£279 — and  the  net  loss  per  year  will  be  £436. 
Here  let  me  state  the  argument.  We  have  a 
piece  of  land  which,  according  to  the  evidence, 
would  not  sell,  would  return  no  income,  but 
would  persistently  yield  a  heavy  loss ;  yet  we 
are  asked  to  believe  that  none  of  these  facts 
are  significant  in  estimating  the  value  of  that 
land.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  practical  man 
in  Kew  Zealand  who  will  indorse  such  a  state- 
ment. Now  let  us  come  to  the  direct  testi- 
mony we  have  as  to  the  real  value  of  the  land. 
The  Union  Bank  had,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to 
the  Government,  a  mortgage  over  the  land  for 
£9,000.  But  they  had  at  the  same  time  one 
thousand  pounds*  worth  of  other  securities  in 
their  hands  belonging  to  Mr.  Douglas,  so  that 
their  mortgage  over  Pomahaka  was  really 
£8,000.  Now,  they  peremptorily  call  this 
amount  up  at  fourteen  days'  notice.  It  is  con- 
tended by  Dr.  Fitchett  that  they  (the  bank) 
were  realising  their  securities— sound  ones — 
in  order  to  send  the  money  to  Australia.  There 
is  something  of  a  political  oatch-penny  character 
about  this  explanation,  which  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  accepted.  The  Committee  must 
take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  The  only  proof 
offered  is  that  for  some  time  the  deposits 
in  the  bank  have  been  largely  in  excess  of 
the  advances.  If  that  proves  anything  at  all, 
it  is  that  the  bank  had  more  money  than  it 
could  safely  or  profitably  invest,  in  which 
case  there  was  all  the  more  need  for  retaining 
good  securities.  Securities,  too,  were  just  as 
difiicult  to  get  in  Australia  at  the  time ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  dividends  of  the  tjnion 
Bank  have  come  down  from  18  per  cent,  to  6 
per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Brittan,  the 
assistant  -  inspector  of  the  bank,  has  given  a 
flat  denieJ  to  the  statement  that  the  bank  was 
sending  capital  to  Australia.  His  instructions 
at  the  time  from  the  general  manager  in  Aus- 
tralia—  instructions  which  Dr.  Fitchett  ob- 
jected to  bis  producing — were  to  lay  out  as 
much  money  as  possible  in  New  Zealand, 
wherever  they  could  get  good  securities.  And 
we  have  it  in  evidence  that  the  bank  was  pre- 
pared   to    advance    Mr.   Douglas   £30,000   or 
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£40,000  provided  be  could  show  good  secarities 
for  the  lunouDt.  The  plain  foot  is  that  the 
Union  Bank  was  trembling  lor  the  £8,000 
secured  on  Pomahaka.  I  put  the  question 
to  Mr.  Brittan,  and  he  admitted  they  were 
anxious  about  the  money.  The  bank  was 
afraid  the  land  would  be  thrown  on  its  hands. 
It  knew  the  property  would  not  sell  in  the 
market — that  it  was  losing  heavily  every  year. 
The  Inspector  told  us  plainly  that  the  bank 
thought  the  time  had  arrived  to  shunt  the 
mortgage  on  to  Messrs.  Wright,  Stephenson, 
and  Co. ;  but  Messrs.  Wright,  Stephenson,  and 
Co.,  though  they  transacted  Mr.  Douglas's 
other  business,  would  not  have  it,  and  tried 
to  shunt  it  on  to  the  Danedin  Savings-bank, 
who  also  would  not  have  it.  The  inspector 
further  admitted  that  he  would  not  have  had 
the  same  anxiety  about  the  £8,000  on  Poma- 
haka had  he  known  the  Oovemment  was  be- 
hind to  give  £18,65d  for  it.  There  was  a  curious 
kind  of  '  see-saw  '  about  the  evidence  as  to 
which  institution  should  have  a  security  of 
this  kind.  Jlessrs.  Wright,  Stephenson,  and 
Co.  deposed  that  they  were  unwilling  to  take 
up  the  security  because,  properly,  it  was  one 
for  a  bank,  not  for  an  agent.  The  bank  de- 
posed that  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it  as 
it  was  a  security  for  an  agent  rather  than 
a  bank,  because,  if  the  special  security  failed, 
the  agent  could  make  good  the  deficiency  out 
of  some  other  branch  of  Mr.  Douglas's  business. 
What  is  the  inevitable  conclusion  7  Simply  that 
it  was  a  bad  security  to  any  one  for  £8,000,  and 
no  one  would  touch  it — except  the  Govern- 
ment, of  course,  which  with  much  promptitude 
gave  £18,655  for  the  property.  \Ve  are  told, 
however,  that  Wright,  Stephenson,  and  Co. 
showed  their  confidence  in  the  property  by 
giving  their  guarantee  to  the  bank  for  the 
money.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  time  when  that  firm  gave  this 
guarantee,  for  it  is  very  significant.  We  find  by 
the  evidence  of  the  bank  that  the  guarantee  was 
given  on  the  2nd  of  September — the  last  day  of 
the  fourteen  days'  notice.  It  was  given  after 
Messrs.  Wright,  Stephenson,  and  Co.  could  not 
but  be  aware — in  fact,  they  were  made  aware 
— that  the  Government  was  pretty  certain  to 
buy  this  land.  The  dates  will  make  that  clear. 
On  the  30l,h  of  August,  three  days  before  the 
guarantee  was  given,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie  wired 
to  Mr.  TumbuU  to  say  that  the  Minister  was 
favourable  to  the  purchase.  We  must,  of 
course,  conclude  that  Mr.  Bitchie  had  in- 
formed Mr.  Douglas  of  that  fact.  We  find,  too, 
,  that  Messrs.  Wright,  Stephenson,  and  Co.  sent  a 
telegram,  which  we  cannot  but  conclude  was 
sent  at  this  date  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  asking  him,  as 
be  says,  'whether  the  matter  was  settled,  or 
likely  to  be  settled.*  Mr.  Bitchie  said  he  re- 
plied to  that  telegram  in  one  word,  but  he  could 
not  tell  the  Committee  what  that  word  was. 
There  is  little  doubt  the  word  was  'Yes'; 
and  then  Messrs.  Wright,  Stephenson,  and 
Co.,  finding  that  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  buy  the  land  at  £18,635,  naturally 
went  to  the  bank  and  gave  their  guarantee 
for  £8,000.  The  fact  did  not  show  any  con- 
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fidence  in  the  land,  but  rather  in  what  Mr. 
Ritchie  could  get  the  Minister  to  do.  What 
Mr.  Ritchie's  methods  were  we  cannot  wtll 
know,  owing  to  a  curious  phase  in  the  business 
with  which  I  must  now  deal  —  namely,  the 
alleged  destruction  of  the  Douglas  -  Ritchie 
correspondence.  Mr.  Douglas  comes  before 
the  Committee  and  says,  ■  I  sent  a  number 
of  communications  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  I  re- 
ceived a  number  from  him.  All  that  I  reeeiTsd 
from  him  I  destroyed,  and  I  kept  no  copies  of 
what  I  sent.'  And  Mr.  Bitchie  comes  before 
this  Committee  and  says,  '  All  the  letters  that 
I  received  from  Mr.  Douglas  about  this  matter 
I  destroyed,  and  I  kept  no  copies  of  any  that  I 
sent.'  Now,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
both  of  them  are  business-men.  One  is  at  the 
head  of  a  large  Government  department,  and 
the  other  was  once  the  head  of  a  large  business 
firm  in  Dunedin.  But  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
Mr.  Douglas,  who  destroyed  all  the  letters  he 
received  from  Mr.  Ritchie  which  deal  with  this 
purchase,  nevertheless  produces  a  variety  of 
other  letters  which  it  suited  him  to  produoe 
— all  docketed  and  kept  in  proper  basinets 
fashion.  Letters  that  are  useful  to  him 
he  is  able  to  produce,  but  he  has  not  kept 
those  received  from  Mr.  Bitchie,  nor  has  Ur. 
Bitchie  kept  those  received  from  Mr.  Douglas. 
Now,  I  think  that  circumstance  must  be  taken 
as  extraordinarily  suspicious,  and  that  the  only 
conclusion  the  Committee  can  come  to  is  that 
these  letters  would  have  revealed  something 
which  the  persons  concerned  did  not  wish  to 
have  revealed.  And  the  Committee  must  ooms 
to  the  conclusion  all  the  more  readily  from  the 
fact  that  I  have  been  able  to  give  them  a 
glimpse  into  at  least  one  letter  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Ritchie ;  for,  writing  to  the  Otago  Daily  Tims 
on  the  14th  December,  1893,  Mr.  Douglas  make* 
the  following  remarkable  admission  :  '  In  writ- 
ing Mr.  Bitchie,  I  mentioned  that  the  petition 
hod  been  sent  to  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  legiiJators  would  be  able  to 
spare  as  much  time  from  worrying  each  other 
as  to  consider  the  petition  ;  that  I  was  anxious 
to  learn  their  decision  respecting  this,  because 
I  find  I  bad  plenty  of  buyers  were  I  to  sell  in 
largish-sized  blocks  ;  that  I  believed  I  oonld 
make  a  better  price  in  this  way,  and  would  try 
this  mode  if  the  Government  did  not  "  bite  "  at 
once ;  my  object  in  desiring  a  speedy  answer 
being  that  I  might  make  financial  arrange- 
ments for  selling  privately,  and  on  terms 
su£Sciently  long  to  suit  buyers.*  Here,  then, 
we  have  the  fact  revealed  that  in  one  at  least 
of  the  destroyed  letters  Mr.  Douglas  employs 
Mr.  Bitchie  as  the  medium  between  him- 
self and  the  Government  —  that  is,  of  coarse, 
the  Minister; — that  Mr.  Bitchie  is  to  induce 
the  Minister  to  '  bite  ' — that  is,  to  buy — and, 
as  a  means  of  making  him  '  bite,'  he  was  to 
use  the  argument  that  Mr.  Douglas  eoold 
get  plenty  of  buyers  at  a  higher  price,  to 
whom  he  would  sell  if  the  Government  did  not 
come  up  to  the  scratch.  Here,  also,  it  may  be 
remarked  that  Mr.  Douglas  explained  his  ac- 
ceptance of  a '  merely  nominal '  rent  for  his  land 
over  a  series  of  years  by 'saying  that  he  wanted 
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to  be  ready  to  sell  at  any  moipent,  though 
he  could  not.  But  when  he  wants  the  Oovern- 
ment  to  'bite'  he  has  'plenty  of  buyers'  who 
would  give  a  higher  price  than  the  Govern- 
ment. The  main  point,  however,  is  to  notice 
that  one  letter  reveals  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ritchie 
was  tir.  Douglas's  medium  with  the  Minister. 
What  might  not  the  other  letters  reveal  if  we 
had  them  ?  And,  while  on  the  subject  of  the 
destruction  of  correspondence,  I  have  also  to 
allude  to  the  curious  fact  that  one  document  is 
missing  from  the  departmental  file  of  Poma- 
haka papers.  That  document  was  a  telegram 
sent  by  Mr.  Ritchie  to  '  the  department ' — that 
is,  he  explained,  to  Mr.  Barron,  urging  him  to 
get  the  purchase-money  paid  at  once.  Mr. 
Barron  said  it  should  be  on  the  file ;  but  when 
we  got  the  whole  file  and  examined  it  the 
telegram  was  missing,  although  every  other 
document,  even  the  most  trifling,  was  there. 
Ultimately  Mr.  Barron  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  was  unable  to  find  it.  It  is 
certainly  odd  the  one  document  missing  should 
be  a  communication  from  Mr.  Ritchie.  Another 
telegram  of  Mr.  Ritchie's  of  a  significant  kind 
has  been  recovered  in  a  curious  way — namely, 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Douglas  to  the  bank. 
Writing  to  the  bank  on  the  30th  August,  Mr. 
Douglas  says,  '  I  have  just  received  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  Wellington  :  "  Matter  cannot 
be  settled  for  a  few  days.  Have  you  arranged 
time  bank  ?— J.  D.  Ritchie."  '  The  matter  to 
he  'settled' was  admitted  to  be  the  purchase 
of  Pomahaka;  but  Mr.  Ritchie,  curiously 
enough,  could  not  tell  us  who  told  him  it  was 
to  be  settled  in  a  few  days.  He  thought  it 
'might  be  Percy  Smith,  Surveyor-General'; 
bat,  unfortunately  for  that  view,  Mr.  Smith 
had  previously  said  he  had  had  no  communica- 
tion-with  Mr.  Ritchie.  Anyhow,  on  the  very 
day  the  petition  was  presented — 30th  August 
— Mr.  Ritchie  was  in  a  position  to  tell  Mr. 
Douglas  that  the  matter  would  be  'settled' 
in  a  few  days.  It  is  for  the  Committee  to 
form  their  own  opinion  as  to  who  told 
Mr.  Bitcliie  it  would  be  so  settled.  Now,  as 
the  Minister  of  Lands  publicly  declared  in 
Palmerston  that  Mr.  Ritchie  'had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  purchase,'  it  may  be  well  for  me 
here  to  summarise  the  various  occasions  on 
which  he,  as  it  were,  accidentally  crops  up. 
(1.)  He  initiates  the  whole  business  by  getting 
Mr.  Barron  to  set  the  department  in  motion 
nine  days  before  the  petition  comes  up.  (2.) 
He  is  employed  by  Mr.  Douglas  to  '  mt^e  the 
Minister  "  bite." '  (3.)  On  the  day  the  petition 
was  presented  he  is  able  to  wire  Mr.  Douglas 
the  matter  will  be  '  settled  in  a  few  days.' 
(4.)  He  wires  a  forgotten  answer  to  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.,  who  had  asked  whe- 
ther the  *  matter  was  settled,  or  likely  to 
be  settled.'  (5.)  He  wires  a  message  (which 
baa  disappeared  from  the  file)  urging  the 
deportment  to  pay  the  purchase-money  at 
once.  In  this  Mr.  Ritchie  says  Mr.  Douglas 
relied  upon  his  (Ritchie's) '  influence '  after  the 
pnrchase.  Can  it  he  doubted  that  if  we  had 
the  destroyed  letters  they  would  reveal  Mr. 
Ritchie's  influence  before  the  purchase  ?    Here 


let  me  remind  the  Committee  that  before  I 
began  commenting  upon  all  these  suspicious 
circumstances  I  had  begun  to  adduce  the 
direct  testimony  we  have  had  during  this 
inquiry  as  to  the  real  value  of  the  Pomahaka 
land.  The  first  item  was  the  weighty  testimony 
of  the  bank  inspector,  who  was  compelled  to- 
admit  that  the  land  (7,500  acres)  was  a  bad  and 
risky  security  for  £8,000,  and  that  no  other 
institution  asked  would  touch  it  at  that.  At 
that  sum  the  bank  was  in  great  anxiety  lost 
the  land  should  fall  into  their  hands.  Let 
us  now  come  to  evidence  of  value  of  another 
but  equally  weighty  sort — namely,  the  prices- 
realised  for  the  Popotunoa  Estate,  which 
adjoins  Pomahaka,  but  lies  between  it  and  the 
railway.  Mr.  Maitland,  in  his  report,  which  I 
have  already  quoted  to  the  Committee,  says 
that  the  settlers  were  hanging  back  for  the 
Popotunoa  property.  He  describes  them  as 
hanging  back  from  the  Pomahaka  property  in 
favour  of  Popotunoa,  believing  it  would  soon  be 
in  the  market.  In  his  evidence  he  also  says 
that  the  settlers  described  Popotunoa  as  a 
'grand  property.'  They  were  waiting  for  it. 
Well,  evidence  has  been  given  here  by  a  num- 
ber of  different  witnesses  on  both  sides  that  it 
was  a  choice  property  ;  that  it  was  splendidly 
fenced  and  subdivided;  that  it  was  laid  down 
in  English  grass  where  it  was  not  otherwise 
cultivated;  and  that  it  was  splendidly  sub- 
divided for  small  farms;  that  there  was  a- 
magnificent  homestead  on  it — of  which  the 
house  alone  cost  £1,800 — with  gardens,  planta- 
tions, and  so  forth  ;  and  that  the  main  south 
railway-line  and  road  ran  past  it,  and  that 
there  were  good  roads  on  the  rest ;  that  the 
estate  ran  up  as  far  as  the  Township  of 
Clinton,  and  that  a  quantity  of  the  land  was 
sold  even  for  suburban  sections.  Now,  this  is 
the  estate  that  the  settlers  were  hanging  back 
for,  and  which  has  been  sold  since  the  Crown 
settled  Pomahaka — a  month  or  two  afterwards. 
Well,  the  average  price  realised  for  this  fine 
estate,  sold  with  all  improvements  to  small 
farmers,  was  £2  ISs.  3d.,  as  against  £8  7s.  6d. 
which  the  unfortunate  settlers  at  the  back  are 
paying  for  the  wild,  tussooky,  and  inaccessible 
land  of  Pomahaka.  One  set  of  settlers  have 
a  highly -cultivated  and  fenced  property  for 
£2  15s.  3d. ;  and  another  set — the  Crown  settlers 
— are  paying  £S  7s.  6d.  for  the  naked  land  I 
.  Q  "  Dr.  Fitchetl :  What  is  the  price  of 

the  properties  ? 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  :  £2  153.  3d.  There 
were  your  own  witnesses  on  that  point. 

"  Dr.  FitcJictt :  You  are  adding  on  Waipahi 
property. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie :  It  is  the  same 
estate,  owned  and  managed  by  the  same  per- 
son, but  one-half  of  it  happened  to  be  in  the 
Waipahi  and  the  other  in  the  Popotunoa 
Riding.  Waipahi  sold  for  £2  2s.,  and  Popo- 
tunoa proper  for  £3  8s. :  average,  £2  ISs.  Sd. 
The  Waipahi  section  was  fenced,  subdivided, 
in  part  cultivated,  and  within  a  mile  of  the 
railway-station.  And,  as  Dr.  Fitchett  has  re- 
minded me  of  Waipahi,  I  may  here  allude  to 
Mr.  Stevenson's  evidence  as  to  the  portion  sold 
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to  a  Mr.  Taylor.    It  was  a  block  of  3,100  acres, 

"with  a  north  aspect — for  aspect  bas  been  much 
talked  of  in  connection  with  Mr.  Douglas's 
land — close  to  the  railway.  It  was  sold  with 
1,000  acres  of  growing  turnips  for  £1  lOs.  pec 
acre.  Surely,  that  is  a  curious  conamentary 
upon  what  the  Pomahaka  settlers  are  paying ! 
A  rate  of  £1  10s.  for  fenced,  and  partly-culti- 
vated land  close  to  the  railway,  and  £3  78.  6d. 
for  the  naked  land  away  from  it  in  the  same 
district ;  or  a  rent  of  la.  6d.  per  acre  as  against 
Ss.  4id. 

"  Well,  now  we  come  to  some  more  direct 
evidence  as  to  value  —  that  of  Mr.  William 
Stevenson,  who  was  manager  of  the  Wairuna 
Estate  at  the  time  of  the  Government  purchase 
of  Pomahaka.  Here  I  may  remark  that  the 
Wairuna  Estate,  which  adjoins  Pomahaka,  but 
was  an  earlier  selection,  and  is  closer  to  the 
railway,  wa«  bought  by  its  present  owners, 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Rattray,  in  1881  for  £2  2s. 
It  weis  then  fenced  and  subdivided.  Mr. 
Stevenson  managed  this  property  for  three 
years.  He  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Pomahaka,  and  had  been  over  every  foot  of 
it.  He  has  described  the  land  as  poor,  cold, 
«nd  sour.  The  carrying- capacity  was  one  aero 
and  a  half  to  the  sheep,  or  5,000  sheep  for  the 
block.  The  sheep  were  usually  in  very  poor  con- 
dition. Stevenson  was  in  the  habit  of  report- 
ing to  his  employer,  Mr.  Brown,  the  condition 
of  neighbouring  stock  M  a  basis  of  comparison 
with  his  own.  He  happened  to  be  over  the 
Pomahaka  land  in  August,  1893,  about  the 
time  the  Oovemment  were  buying,  and  he  re- 
ported the  sheep  grazing  on  it  to  be  wretchedly 
poor,  a  heavy  loss  among  them,  and  many  then 
scarcely  able  to  get  out  of  his  way.  A  copy  of 
that  report  was  in  his  letter-book  before  the 
Committee,  but  it  was  objected  to  as  evidence. 
Mr.  Stevenson  says  Pomahaka  might  possibly 
be  worth  £1 10s.  per  acre,  but  he  himself  would 
not  give  that  for  it.  He  says  it  would  take  the 
land  all  it  would  do  to  return  5  per  cent,  on  £1. 
That  is  the  evidence  of  the  only  expert  who 
has  come  before  us.  There  was  a  farmer  named 
Hugh  Cameron  on  the  other  side,  but  he  rode 
twenty-five  miles,  from  Waitahuna,  to  see  the 
land,  and  returned  the  same  day,  so  that  his 
evidence  goes  for  nothing. 

"  Now,  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  remarkable  concurrence  of 
testimony  as  to  the  real  value  of  the  land  from 
persons  necessarily  of  the  greatest  weight. 
First,  we  have  the  Union  Bank,  who  he^  a 
mortgage  of  £8,000  over  7,600  acres.  They  con- 
sidered this  amount  too  much  to  be  safe  on 
the  property.  That  would  be  about  £1  per  acre. 
Secondly,  we  have  the  independent  testimony 
of  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  land  was  worth  about 
£1.  Then  we  have  the  significant  but  unspoken 
testimony  of  the  lessees,  who  for  seven  years 
had  been  giving  9d.  per  acre  rent  for  the  land. 
That  rent,  at  5  per  cent.,  meant  a  capital  value 
of  15r,  per  acre.  Add  to  all  this  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Douglas  originally  bought  the  land  at  10s. ; 
that  he  had  never  touched  it  since  ;  that  it  had 
been  for  many  years  for  sale ;  that  cultivated 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  has  since  sold  for 
Mr,  Bu'ton 


much  less  than  is  being  paid  for  Pomahaka: 
and  wa  cannAt  fail  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  latter  is  worth  nothing  like  what  was 
paid  for  it  by  the  Oovemment. 

"  Now,  as  against  all  this,  what  have  we  oa 
the  other  side  ?  We  have  only  some  cock-and- 
bull  stories  by  Mr.  Douglas  as  to  ofiers  he  had 
made  to  him  for  the  land  a  long  time  ago.  One 
was  alleged  to  come  from  Mr.  A.  Brown,  of 
Wairuna — an  offer  of  £4  lOs.  per  acre,  between 
1870  and  1880.  Now,  even  if  any  such  offer 
had  been  made  it  would  only  have  proved  the 
poverty  of  the  land,  for  at  that  time  there  was 
a  land-boom  on  in  Otago,  when  the  poorest  land 
was  selling  at  high  rates.  I  have  known  land 
that  then  sold  to  settlers  at  £15  per  acre  sinc« 
reduced  by  official  valuation  to  £1  lOs.  per  acre. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Brown  wires  both 
to  myself  and  to  the  Committee  that  he  never 
made  Douglas  any  such  offer.  Mr.  Douglas 
had  to  admit  he  could  show  no  direct  offer  from 
anybody  at  any  time.  Mr.  Begg,  his  attorney, 
could  only  say  he  had  heard  Mr.  Douglas  say 
that  he  had  had  ofiers.  The  only  evidence 
of  value  on  which  the  other  side  seem  to  me 
to  rely  is  the  fact  that  in  1889  Mr.  Douglas  sold 
a  few  sections  of  this  land  for  £3  12s.  6d.  But  it 
has  been  given  in  evidence,  what  is  known  to 
us  all,  that  land  has  gone  steadily  down  in  value 
since  1889.  In  order  to  get  over  the  difficulty 
of  the  Popotunoa  sale,  the  witnesses  on  the 
other  side  have  had  to  tell  the  Committee  that 
land  has  fallen  much  since  the  Government 
bought  Poma,haka,  hut  not  before  —  a  rather 
odd  circumstance.  One  witness  on  the  other 
side,  however,  admitted  that  land  had  been 
falling  in  value  for  years,  and  Mr.  Stevenson 
thinks  it  has  fallen  nearly  50  per  cent,  since 
1889.  Then,  we  have  it  in  evidence  that  two 
good  roads  were  then  formed  to  the  sections 
Mr.  Douglas  sold  in  1889.  So  that,  between 
the  fall  in  value  and  the  fact  that  the  land  was 
then  accessible,  the  sale  of  1889  goes  for  no- 
thing at  all.  Mr.  Douglas,  at  the  very  first 
inspection  by  Mr.  Adams,  appears  to  have 
carefully  dwelt  on  this  sale  of  1889. 

"I  think  I  have  now  touched  upon  all  the 
points  of  importance  in  this  case.  I  think  I 
can,  with  confidence,  say  that,  from  all  the 
facts  that  have  been  laid  before  them,  the 
Committee  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  petition  for  the  purchase  of 
Pomahaka  was  conceived  and  carried  out  in 
something  very  much  of  the  nature  of  fraud; 
that  a  gross  injustice  is  now  being  done  to  the 
existing  settlers  in  the  price  they  have  to  pay 
for  the  land  ;  and  that  the  price  they  have  to 
pay  for  the  land  is  due  to  a  gross  overpayment 
made  to  Mr.  Douglas.  So  far  as  concerns  Mr. 
Douglas,  the  error  cannot  be  rectified,  for  he 
has  got  the  money,  and  it  cannot  be  taken 
from  him.  But  the  settlers  should  not  be  called 
on  to  suffer  for  the  blunders  of  the  Government 
or  the  department,  and  I  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  at  least  report  in  such  terms  as  will 
compel  the  reduction  of  the  rents  these  men 
are  paying  to  such  a  sum  as  represent  the  real 
value  of  this  land.  From  3s.  4Jd.  per  acre, 
average,  they  should  be  reduced  to  Is.  6d. 
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"  I  have  only  to  thank  the  Committee  for  the 

fatience  with  which  they  have  listened  to  me. 
dare  say  I  have  taxed  their  patience  some- 
what through  this  inquiry.  It  would  be  wrong 
of  me  to  pretend  that  this  Committee  was  a 
proper  tribunal  to  inquire  into  a  matter  of  this 
sort,  for  I  do  not  think  it  is :  not  from  the 
character  of  the  men  who  compose  it,  but 
from  its  inherent  character.  But  I  hope  some 
good  may  come  from  the  inquiry.  I  may  say 
that  I  made  no  charge  of  any  sort  against  the 
Minister,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
inquiry.  It  was  not  of  my  seeking.  The  Com- 
mittee first  invited  me  as  a  witness,  and  after- 
wards  invited  me  to  ask  questions,  and  I 
complied  in  both  instances.  That  is  all  my 
eoimeotion  with  the  matter." 

Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  although  I  was  a  member 
of  this  Committee,  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
address  the  House  in  regard  to  the  evidence 
which  has  been  before  the  Committee,  as  I 
considered  the  printed  evidence  was  quite  suffi- 
cient for  all  honourable  members  to  base  a  fair 
opinion  on  as  to  what  were  the  circumstances 
wnioh  led  to  the  purchase  of  this  estate.  I 
also  consider  that  the  Committee  has  taken  a 
{air  and  reasonable  course  in  bringing  before 
the  House  the  report  which  has  been  Drought 
up.  I  will  give  briefly  my  reasons  for  what 
I  am  now  stating.  A  report  was  presented  to 
the  Committee  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  without  any 
suggestion  whatever  from  the  Committee  that 
he  should  do  so.  Now,  I  moved  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  report  should  form  the 
basis  of  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  which 
should  be  brought  before  the  House.  I  had 
not  a  seconder  to  that  resolution.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  Sir  Bobert  Stout  was  not  prepared 
to  consider  any  other  report  than  the  one 
which  he  had  made,  and  wished  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  without  any  comment  and 
without  any  amendment  whatever.  Conse- 
quently I  consider  the  Committee  was  quite 
justified  in  bringing  forward  the  report  which 
was  subsequently  presented  to  this  House, 
and  which  has  been  read  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christohuroh  City  (Mr.  Col- 
lins). Now,  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  pros 
and  anw  of  this  case.  I  consider,  regarding 
the  report  read  by  tbe  honourable  member 
for  Chiistchuroh  City,  that  it  was  only  fiSt  to 
the  community  that  they  should  know  the 
decision  the  Committee  had  arrived  at:  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button)  has  read  the  address  of  the  man  who 
is  admittedly  prejudiced,  who  was  working  in 
the  interests  of  one  side,  so  that  I  consider  it 
only  fair  that  they  should  have  also,  through 
Sansard,  the  report  of  the  other  side  of  the  case 
as  presented  by  counsel — Dr.  Fitohett.  After 
this  has  been  read  I  think  it  will  be  unnecessary 
for  myself  or  any  other  member  of  the  House 
to  say  anything  further,  and  therefore  I  pro- 
pose to  read  the  speech  of  Dr.  Fitohett.  Dr. 
Fitchett  says, — 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  tells  us  that  this  in- 
quiry is  in  no  sense  desired  by  him.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  him,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  say 


that  no  inquiry  would  have  been  held.  He 
demanded  it ;  so  did  the  Otago  Daily  Times. 
The  inquiry  is  due  to  his  speech  and  the  news- 
paper correspondence,  in  which  he  took  the- 
principal  part.  And  let  me  say  at  the  outset 
that  the  business  of  the  Commictee  is  to  deter- 
mine not  whether  the  price  paid  for  the  land 
was  a  reasonable  one,  but  whether  the  persons 
aoting  for  the  Government  have  been  guilty  of 
any  moral  wrong.  Has  there  been  corruption 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  or  on  the  part  of 
the  department?  The  price  is  only  remotely- 
relevant,  as  showing  a  motive  for  fraud  if  an 
excessive  sum  were  paid.  Sir,  if  A  Parliament- 
ary Committee  is  to  be  set  up  to  ascertain,  as 
to  every  Crown  bargain,  whether  it  is  a  good 
or  a  bad  one,  Parliamentary  Committees  would 
have  their  hands  full.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  persons  who  acted  for  the  Government 
exercised  their  judgment  honestly.  I  cer- 
tainly fail  to  gather  what  Mr.  Scobie  Macken- 
zie's position  really  is.  Does  he  make  a  charg» 
or  does  he  not?  He  says,  on  the  one  hand,. 
■  I  make  no  charge  against  any  one.' 

"  JIfr.  Seobit  Mackmsie  :  I  made  no  charge. 

"  Dr.  Fitchelt :  Do  you  make  charges  now  ? 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Staekemie :  No. 

"  Dr.  Fitchett:  He  says  'No';  and  yet  th» 
whole  trend  of  his  cross-examination  and  his 
speech  has  been  directed  to  suggest  fraud.  As 
the  Minister  said  in  his  evidence,  he  has  not 
the  moral  courage  to  charge  him  openly,  but  he 
insinuates  it.  All  Otago  rang  with  these  in- 
definite charges,  and  he  still  suggests  them,, 
though  he  does  nob  formulate  them :  and  here- 
in lies  the  difficulty  in  meeting  them.  With 
specific  charges  the  prosecutor  would  be  called 
upon  to  prove'  them.  But  here  the  Minister 
and  his  department  have  to  meet  they  do  not 
know  what.  All  they  can  do  is  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee everything  that  occurred,  whilst  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  stands  by  to  pick  up  any- 
thing he  can  give  a  colour  to.  Hence  the 
length  of  the  inquiry ;  and  the  responsibility 
rests  with  him  and  not  with  me.  Now,  he  tells 
us  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  speech 
are  true — every  word  of  them.  Sir,  he  has  con- 
fined himself  almost  wholly  to  half-truths.  He 
first  says,  ■  I  make  no  charges.'  That  is  the 
usual  way  when  a  man  means  to  hint  what  he 
is  afraid  to  speak  out.  He  says,  '  I  make  no 
charges  ;  but,  but,  but ' — and  the  charges  lie  in 
the  'buts.'  Then,  as  to  the  half-truths.  He 
says  Douglas  is  a  large  landowner,  but  he  omits 
to  say,  not  in  the  electorate. 

"A  Member:  It  is  in  his  constituency. 

"Dr.  Fitchett:  My  instructions  are  that 
Mount  Boyal  is  not  in  the  Waihemo  con- 
stituency. Then,  he  says  the  land  was  let  at 
6d.  an  acre;  but  he  omits  to  add,  on  three 
months'  tenancy.  He  says  the  rent  repre- 
sents a  capital  value  of  10s.;  as  if  a  quarterly 
tenancy  could  have  any  reference  to  capital 
value.  And  so  of  the  rest — half-truths,  every 
one  of  them.  The  real  facts  are  concealed,  and 
false  inferences  suggested.'  And  yet  he  tells- 
us  that  he  neither  conveyed  any  insinuations 
of  jobbery,  nor  could  anylxidy  draw  that  in- 
ference from  his  statements.    He  declared  that- 
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lie  never  heard  that  impntations  on  the  Minis- 
ter were  drawn  from  his  words,  and  yet  I 
showed  conclusively  from  the  paper  that  when 
one  correspondent  stated  specifically  that  he 
and  others  inferred  that  the  Minister  hought 
this  land  wickedly  and  corruptly,  in  order  to 
buy  ilt.  Douglas's  vote,  Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie, 
so  far  from  contradicting  it,  treated  it  as  cor- 
rect. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Maekemie :  You  must  give  the 
man's  name :  it  was  an  anonymous  letter. 

•'  Dr.  Fitehett:  He  says  it  was  an  anonymoas 
letter,  but  he  replied  to  it.  He  wrote  four 
letters  to  this  anonymous  writer's  five,  and  he 
protested  against  his  anonymity  only  when  he 
found  himself  in  a  corner,  and  could  not  escape. 
The  whole  burden  of  that  correspondence  on 
the  part  of  the  writer,  '  Watch, '  was  that  the 
Minister  was  accused  of  corruption,  and  that 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  had  failed  to  prove  the 
charge.  He  told  us  that  he  never  mentioned 
the  Minister's  name  in  the  correspondence. 
TThat  is  quite  true.  He  had  put  Mr.  Douglas 
and  the  Minister  on  the  same  footing  as  con- 
spirators in  the  first  instance.  That  done,  he 
Attacked  Mr.  Douglas  by  name,  knowing  that 
the  public  would  construe  every  thrust  at  Mr. 
Douglas  as  a  thrust  at  the  Minister.  Once 
establish  the  conspiracy,  and  evidence  against 
one  conspirator  is  evidence  against  the  other. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Maekemie :  I  invited  them  to 
meet  me,  aiid  they  would  not. 

•'  Dr.  i'itcliett :  Well,  I  will  leave  this  point 
now.  The  Minister,  as  a  public  man,  is  open 
'to  the  keenest  criticism;  but  his  complaint,  and 
mine,  is  that  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  lacked  the 
courage  to  attack  him  openly,  and  sought  to 
injure  him  by  insinuation.  He  now  oomes  to 
^he  Committee  and  coolly  says  he  never  in- 
tended the  Minister  to  be  blamed  at  all.  Why 
that  long  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Ilitchie  and 
Mr.  Barron,  if  not  to  suggest  corruption  ?  His 
.position  is  to  me  inexplicable.  If  he  bad  a 
«harge  to  make,  one  could  understand  it ;  if  he 
said  he  had  not  a  charge,  I  could  understand 
that ;  but,  by  innuendoes  of  all  sorts,  he  re- 
peats the  charge  whilst  he  disclaims  it.  He 
makes  a  great  deal  of  capital  out  of  this 
petition.  He  says  it  was  hatched  in  Wriglit, 
Stephenson,  and  Company's,  and  drawn  by  Mr. 
Douglas,  and  for  this  reason  is  a  swindle,  and 
does  not  express  the  opinion  of  the  settlers. 
You,  gentlemen,  are  members  of  Parliament. 
Did  you  ever  know  a  petition  that  got  itself 
up  spontaneously  ?  Pomahaka  had  been  lying 
idle  for  thirty  years,  and,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  there  was  nothing  to  suddenly  rouse  the 
settlers  until  the  owner  stirred.  Why  should 
he  not  start  the  petition  ?  How  else  was  he  to 
get  their  opinion  7  There  was  no  concealment 
on  his  part.  He  sent  the  petition  to  Turnbull, 
his  own  well-known  agent  for  years,  who  openly 
went  around  with  it ;  and  there  is  not  the 
slightest  suggestion  that  he  made  any  mis- 
representation :  on  the  contrary,  people  refused 
to  sign  it  until  they  knew  that  Douglas  wa3 
getting  it  up.  Then,  Mr.  Mackenzie  says  that 
the  member  for  the  district  was  not  communi- 
cated with,  and  this  is  the  stamp  of  fraud.  He 
Mr.  BaU 


is  wrong :  the  member  was  commnnicatod  with. 
Mr.  Douglas  himself  wrote  to  him. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackentit :  After  it  was  got 
up. 

"  Dr.  FiUhelt :  No ;  it  was  not  sent  till  the 
30th  August,  and  Mr.  Douglas  wrote  to  him 
about  it  on  the  17th  August.  Everybody  knew 
that  Mr.  Douglas  was  ihe  owner  of  the  land. 
Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie,  the  member,  admit* 
that  he  knew.  What  did  Mr.  Douglas  do  that 
he  should  not  have  done  ?  Mr.  Thomaa  Mac- 
kenzie says  that  the  signatures  are  genuine ;  he 
knows  many  of  them  as  constituents  of  his  own. 
That  petition.  Sir,  is  as  honest  as  a  petition 
could  be,  and  yet  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  practi- 
cally bases  his  charges  upon  the  fact  that  it 
was  started  by  Mr.  Douglas.  There  is  not  a  scrap 
of  evidence  to  show  that  there  is  anything  un- 
true in  it.  I  omit  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  read  it 
and  signed  it.  There  is  abundant  evidence  that 
the  statements  are  true.  Where  is  the  wrong, 
I  say?  The  fact  is,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
simply  seeks  to  divert  attention  from  the  real 
issue.  For,  even  if  the  petition  were  soaked  in 
fraud,  what  on  oarth  had  that  to  do  with  the 
Minister?  He  did  not  get  it  up.  Then,  as  to 
Mr.  Ritchie.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  seeks  to 
make  capital  out  of  the  fact  that,  whilst  the 
Minister  said  Mr.  Ritchie  had  nothing  to  do 
with  one  matter,  the  evidence  shows  that 
Mr.  Ritchie  did  have  something  to  do  with 
another.  He  saw  Mr.  Barron,  did  Mr.  Ritchie, 
and  sent  several  letters  and  telegrams  to  his 
uncle,  Mr.  Douglas.  Hero,  again,  we  have 
the  half-truth.  The  Minister,  of  course,  spoke 
merely  of  what  was  in  his  own  knowledge. 
So  far  OS  he  was  concerned,  Mr.  Ritchie  lud 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter;  and  that  is 
abundantly  proved.  Moreover,  in  no  sense  and 
in  no  way  had  Mr.  Ritchie  anything  to  do  with 
the  purchase  ;  and  it  was  to  the  purchase  that 
the  Minister  was  referring.  You  are  asked  to 
infer  a  plot,  because  Mr.  Ritchie  communicated 
with  Mr.  Douglas,  and  is  in  the  Public  Build- 
ings— uncle  and  nephew — and  about  a  property 
that  the  nephew  had  managed.  What  more 
natural  than  that  the  one  should  consult  the 
other  —  spite  of  the  Public  Buildings?  With 
regard  to  the  petition  I  will  say  no  more. 

**  Mr.  Scobie  Mackensie :  That  is  very  con- 
venient. 

"  Dr.  Fitehett :  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenstie  can- 
not say  anything  bad  enough  about  it.  It 
is  peculiar,  however,  that  he  steadily  ignores 
the  fact  that  it  could  have  had  absolutely 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  purchase.  It 
was  not  presented  till  the  80th;  Mr.  Percy 
Smith  left  for  the  South  the  next  day  without 
having  seen  or  heard  of  it;  and  it  was  not 
before  the  Board  in  Dunedin  when  the  recom- 
mendation was  made  on  which  the  purchase 
was  founded.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  has  been 
barking  up  the  wrong  tree.  X  refer  to  the 
petition  now  to  show  how  it  corroborates  the 
Minister's  statement  at  Palmerston.  He  said 
then  that  the  first  he  heard  of  the  matter  was 
when  the  petition  was  presented  to  him. 

"  Mr.  Qreen:  That  is  not  his  evidence. 

"Dr.  Fitehett:      What  the  Minister  said, 
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both  at  Palmerston  and  before  the  Committee, 
was  that  the  first  he  knew  of  the  Pomahaka 
purchase  was   when   Mr.  Thomas   Mackenzie 
presented    the  petition.     And    Mr.    Thomas 
Mackenzie  unconsciously  supports  him  in  this, 
for  he  wired  to  Mr.  Turnbull  that  the  Minister 
was  favourably  disposed,  and  would  instruct 
that  an  inspection  should  be  made;  whereas, 
in  point  of  fact,  instruction  had   been  given 
«ight   days  before,   plainly  showing   that   the 
Minister  up  to  then  had  no  knowledge  whatever 
about  it.    Then,  as  to  Mr.  Barron.    Mr.  Barron 
set  the  department  in  motion,  says  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Bitohie,  and 
he  did  so  without  the  authority  of  his  superior 
officer :  whence  fraud  and  corruption.     Sir,  the 
whole  evidence  shows  that  he  had  full  authoricy 
to  do  what  he  did,  and  that  it  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do.    It  was  done  in  the  ordinary  de- 
partmental way.     Moreover,  it  was  not  the 
initiation    of    the   purchase,    as   Mr.    Scobie 
Mackenzie  would  have  you  believe.    The  initia- 
tion of  the  purchase  is  the  warrant  from  the 
Governor  to  the  Board  to  inspect  and  value. 
What  'Mi.  Barron  did  was  antecedent  to  that, 
and  altogether  apart  from  it.    It  is  the  prac- 
tice of  the  department  to  have  a  prelimmary 
report  made,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  land 
is  worth  the  serious  attention  of  the  Board ; 
and   in    very    many*  cases    this    decides    the 
whole  matter — the  ofEer  is  declined,  and  no 
valuation-fees  are  paid.    The  evidence  is  con- 
clusive on  the  point.     After  inquiry  has  thus 
been  made,  if  the  report  says  that  the  land  is 
not  fit  for  settlement  the  Board  proceeds  no 
farther.     That  is  what  Mr.  Barron  did,  and  he 
had  full  authority  for  it.    The  telegram,  too, 
was  amply  justified.     He  knew  the  property 
was  to  be  offered.    Mr.  Adams  was  just  about 
to  start  to  visit  Conical  Hills,  and  it  would  be 
«  saving  of  time  if  he  could  visit  the  two  places 
together.    It  is  justified,  too,  on  higher  grounds 
than  economy.     It  was  a  wise  and  prudent 
thing  to  arrange  for  both  properties  being  before 
the  Board  together,  so  that  they  might  be  com- 
pared the  one  against  the  other.     I  say  that 
Air.    Scobie    Mackenzie   is    absolutely   unwar- 
ranted in  speaking  as  he  does  of  Mr.  Barron's 
jK:tion  as  an  instance  of  the  laxity  of  the  de- 
partment.    On  the  contrary,  it  shows  that  the 
■department  discharges  its  duties  vigorously  and 
well. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie :  After  Mr.  Bitchie 
bad  looked  after  it. 

*'  Dr.Fitchett:  And  then  the  reckless  insinua- 
tion that  Mr.  Barron  did  what  be  did  because 
lie   knew  that  some  one  in   high  position   or 

tower  was  behind  him,  and  would  condone  the 
reach  of  all  the  rules  of  his  office. 
"  Jfr.  Scobie  Mackemie :  As  an  alternative. 
"  Dr.  Fitchelt :  Sir,  it  is  scandalous  to  suggest 
«acb  a  thing  with  not  a  scrap  of  evidence  to 
«astain  it.  Again,  he  hints  that,  as  Mr.  Barron 
was  in  the  room  with  the  Minister  when  the 
petition  was  presented,  and  knew  that  a  pre- 
Bminary  examination  had  been  made,  and  said 
aotbing  to  the  Minister  about  it,  there  must 
bave  been  a  motive.  Here  Mr.  Barron  is  the 
plotter,   and  the   Minister  the  victim.    The 


evidence,  of  course,  is  that,  if  Mr.  Barron  were 

in  the  room  (of  which  the  Minister  is  not 
absolutely  certain),  he  would  not  speak  while 
any  one  else  was  present ;  and  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  he  beard  what  was  said,  or  that 
he  remained  in  the  room  after  Mr.  Thomas 
Mackenzie  left ;  or,  in  fact,  that  he  knew  any- 
thing about  it.  Then,  there  is  another  un- 
worthy and  unwarranted  insinuation  about 
what  he  calls  Indecent  haste  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Percy  Smith,  and  the  telegrams  between 
him  and  Mr.  Maitland  as  to  the  Board  meeting. 
The  Surveyor-General  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands  are  now  in  the  plot,  and  all 
because  they  telegraph  to  one  another.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  Mr.  Smith  starts  from  Welling- 
ton on  his  journey,  having  Board  business  to 
do  in  Canterbury,  Otago,  and  Invercargill,  and 
naturally  wished  to  have  the  different  Board 
meetings  arranged  at  the  different  towns  so  as 
to  prevent  delay.  Hence  the  telegrams — which, 
by  the  way,  refer  to  Conical  Hills  as  well  as 
Pomahaka.  That  there  was  no  indecent  haste 
in  the  purchase  is  abundantly  clear.  Mr. 
Douglas  was  furious  at  the  delay — and  well 
he  might  be.  The  offer  was  made  on  the  2l8t 
August,  and  was  not  accepted  till  the  3rd  of 
October.  The  purchase-money  was  not  paid 
until  about  the  20th  of  October.  Is  there  any 
indecent  haste  there  ?  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
also  sees  some  element  of  iniquity  in  the  fact 
that  Conical  Hills  '  drops  out  of  sight  alto- 
gether.' What  are  the  facts  again  ?  An  offer 
bad  been  ma^e  to  exchange,  and  there  was  no 
power  to  exchange.  Moreover,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Board  was  (hat  part  of  Conical 
Hills  should  be  bought,  and  not  the  whole ; 
and  there  was  no  definite  offer  to  sell  the 
whole,  and  no  offer  at  all  to  sell  a  part.  Again, 
there  was  not  enough  money  to  buy  either  the 
whole  or  the  part.  Were  these  not  sufficient 
reasons  why  Conical  Hills  should  drop  out  of 
sight  ?  Was  the  Government  to  hang  up  the 
Pomahaka  offer  until  Mr.  Shennan  had  been 
induced  to  make  an  offer  to  sell  as  much  as  the 
Government  had  money  to  buy?  Correspond- 
ence, inspection.  Board  meeting,  and  what 
not  would  take  months,  and  the  Pomahaka 
was  to  be  hung  up  all  that  time,  with  the  risk 
of  losing  both  it  and  Conical  Hills. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackeniie :  The  settlers  never 
asked  for  Pomahaka. 

"  Dr.  Filchett :  Nor  for  Conical  Hills.  As  to 
the  question  of  the  value  of  the  land,  the  Com- 
mittee will  go  by  the  evidence  before  it.  The 
evidence  is  incontrovertible  that  not  more  than 
a  fair  price  was  paid.  We  have  Mr.  Adams, 
who,  though  not  a  professional  valuer,  is  the 
Chief  Surveyor  of  land  in  Otago,  and  has  of 
necessity  a  wide  knowledge  of  values.  We 
have  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in 
Otsbgo,  a  man  with  perhaps  wider  experience  of 
land-values  than  any  man  in  the  d  istriot.  We 
have  Mr.  Turton,  who,  as  District  Land  Begis- 
trar,  knows  more  of  land-prices  than  anybody 
in  Otago,  for  all  dealings  pass  through  his 
hands.  We  have  Mr.  Dallas,  a  professional 
valuer,  who  for  many  years  has  valued  for  the 
Government,  Uie  county,  and  for  private  per- 
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80DB.  Wa  have  Mr.  Hughan,  the  Ranger,  a 
man  whose  business  it  ia  to  inspect  and  value 
land.  We  have  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  the  Surveyor- 
General.  We  have  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Waitahuna, 
who  specially  examined  the  property,  and  also 
Mr.  C.  Begg,  whose  word  and  judgment  oarry 
weight  wherever  he  is  known.  Are  all  these 
gentlemen  dishonest  or  incompetent  7 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackeruie :  Etnghan  said  no- 
thing of  the  kind. 

"Dr.  Fttchett:  His  evidence  was  taken  by 
the  Board,  and  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Dallas.  Are  all  these  gentlemen,  I  repeat, 
dishonest  or  incompetent?  Last,  but  not  least, 
we  have  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  abuse 
showered  on  the  land  by  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
and  his  friends  —  eold  and  ungenerous  soil ; 
worth  no  more  than  a  capital  sum  of  10s.  an 
acre,  and  so  forth— people  come  forward  and 
voluntarily  take  up  5,280  acres  at  an  average 
rental  of  Ss.  4d.  They  have  paid  their  rent 
punctually  to  date,  and  the  yearly  return  repre- 
sents over  4  per  cent,  on  the  whole  capital 
gum  —  purchase  -  money,  roads,  Ao.  —  whilst 
al>out  2,200  acres  are  still  to  be  disposed  of. 
What  have  you  on  the  other  side  7  With  the 
offer  of  the  Committee  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
all  the  witnesses  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  liked  to 
name,  he  can  only  produce  one,  and  that  is  Mr. 
Stevenson,  who  qualifies  himself  by  blandly  ad- 
mitting that  he  read  and  signed  the  petition. 
Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie  talks  of  the  taxation 
value  as  being  lower  than  the  purchase  price ; 
and  so  it  should  be.  Valuers  do  not  like  ob- 
jections and  reviews.  Mr.  Percy  Smith  says 
nis  experience  is  that  the  land-tax  value  is  20 
to  25  per  cent,  lower  than  the  selling- value. 
That  Mr.  Dallas  bought  his  land  from  Mr.  Allen 
at  the  land-tax  value  shows  simply  that  he 
made  a  very  good  bargain.  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie says  the  o9cr  was  made  by  Mr.  Dallas, 
and  accepted  by  Mr.  Allen.  Precisely.  If 
Mr.  Allen  had  declined  Mr.  Dallas  would  have 
sprung.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  land-tax 
valuation  of  Pomahaka  was  uniform  and  fair. 
The  price  realised  for  Popotunoa  at  the  sale 
bears  the  same  proportion  to  its  land-tax  value 
as  in  the  case  of  Pomahaka.  This  shows 
that  the  valuations  were  uniform.  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  urges  the  ovidonce  of  the  bank ;  but 
we  all  know  the  difference  between  a  mortgage 
and  a  purchase.  The  manager  of  a  bank  wants 
all  the  security  he  can  get,  quite  irrespective  of 
his  advance.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  tried  hard 
to  make  the  inspector  say  the  property  was 
not  worth  the  advance,  but  he  did  not  quite 
succeed,  anxious  though  the  witness  was  to 
help  him.  He  could  not  get  more  from  him 
than  that  it  was  not  a  banking  security — nor 
was  it.  Banks,  we  know,  have  been  taught 
bitter  lessons  of  late  as  to  the  folly  of  lending 
on  non-liquid  securities,  and  the  Union  Bank 
has  profited  by  the  lessons.  It  is  indisputable 
that  at  the  time  all  the  banks  were  calling  in 
their  moneys  all  round.  It  was  suggested  that 
this  particular  advande  was  called  in  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  money  to  Victoria.  I  can- 
not say  as  to  that ;  but  unquestionably  the 
crisis  m  Australia  had  to  do  with  it.  Mr. 
Mr.  Hall 


Scobie  Mackenzie  did  not  gain  much  from  the 
bank's  evidence ;  but  it  shows  the  inilaenca  he 
can  exert,  and  has  exerted,  tor  the  purposes 
of  this  inquiry,  for  the  bank  has  given  him 
access  to  everything  relating  to  Mr.  Douglas's 
afiairs. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackensig :  I  wish  I  ooold  get 
any  information. 

"Dr.  Fitehett:  Otherwise  the  bank  woald 
never  have  placed  In  his  possession  the  papers 
and  figures  of  its  oustomer. 

"  A  Member:  Has  it  been  done  ? 

"  Dr.  FitcheU :  Yes,  undoubtedly.'  Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie  gathered  from  the  bank's 
letters  and  papers 

"Mr.  Scobie  Maekentie:  That  is  distinctly 
not  true. 

"Dr.  Fitehett:  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  he  actually  saw  the  papers,  but  he  as- 
suredly got  their  contents  more  than  a  week 
before  the  bank  gave  evidence.  He  cross- 
questioned  Mr.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  Bitohie 
about  a  telegram  the  existence  of  which  he 
oould  only  have  learned  from  the  bank,  be- 
oanse  it  was  mentioned  only  in  the  letter  from 
the  Union  Bank  at  Dunedin  to  the  Union  Bank 
here.  There  is  no  possible  qnesti<Mi  but  that 
the  information  was  placed  at  his  disposal  by 
the  bank. 

"  Mr.  Seobie  Mackeruie :  It  was  not  so. 

"Dr.  Fxtehett:  Where  else  could  yon  have 
learned  of  it?  Returning  to  the  question  of 
value,  I  submit  that  subsequent  sales  oan  hava 
little  bearing  upon  the  matter.  When  valning 
a  property  for  a  purchase  to  be  made — and 
that  is  the  point — what  was  a  fair  value  at  the 
time  ?  One  cannot  avail  oneself  of  what  is 
going  to  happen  some  time  in  the  future.  Now, 
all  previous  prices  show  that  Pomahaka  was 
worth  more  than  £2 10s.  Sleven  hundred  acres 
were  sold  in  1889  at  £3  12s.  an  acre — and  not 
the  best  of  the  estate.  Some  sections  were 
bought  in  for  £3.  The  evidence  shows  that 
Mr.  Douglas  had  been  always  asking  £3  lOs. 
per  acre  for  the  whole,  a/ad  £4  for  parts.  He 
refused  £3  for  large  blocks,  because  he  did  not 
want  the  eyes  to  be  picked  out  of  his  property. 
He  wanted  to  dispose  of  the  whole  or  none. 
He  refused  offers  to  lease  for  a  term  at  3s.  an 
aero.  As  to  the  Popotunoa  properties,  admit- 
ting as  I  do  that  their  price  was  low,  I  submit 
that  there  is  ample  reason  for  it.  The  demand 
for  land  is  limited,  and  if  thirty  thousand  acres 
are  thrown  on  the  market  at  once  yon  rnin  the 
msurket  price.  Then,  the  sale  of  Popotunoa 
was,  in  effect,  a  forced  sale ;  the  owner  was 
dead,  and  the  trustees  were  winding  up  the 
estate,  so  they  put  it  all  in  the  market — thirty 
thousand  acres,  to  bring  what  it  could. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackeruie :  There  was  a  re- 
serve. 

"  Dr.  Fitchelt :  I  understand  there  was  not. 
The  whole  30,000  acres  were  sold,  and  it  is 
absurd  to  contend  that  the  price  realised  is  any 
indication  of  the  value  of  Pomahaka  twelve 
months  before.  Mr.  Johnstone's  evidence  is 
that  Mr.  Logan  would  not  look  at  anything  like 
£3  Ss.  for  the  Waipahi  portion  (which  sold  for 
£2  2s.),  whilst  as  for  Popotunoa  proper  he  never 
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trould  entertain  the  idea  of  selling  at  all. 
Moreover,  the  homestead  was  'a  white  ele- 
phant,' and  the  grass  was  worked  out. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Maekemie :   That  was  Green 
Hills  that  had  been  run  out. 

"  Dr.  Pitchttt :  It  was  the  same  owner,  and 
sold  at  the  same  time ;  all  the  properties  were 
on  the  market  at  once.    I  submit  that  these 
are  ample  reasons   for    the  low  prices  they 
realised,  and  they  can  have  no  bearing  on  the 
price  paid  for  Pomahaka.  Then,  it  is  suggested 
that,  when  the  bank  wanted  its  money,  Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.  and  everybody  eUe  refused 
the  security — a  half-truth  again.    The  evidence 
is  that  Wright,  Stephenson,  aoA  Co.  were  not 
bankers,  and  Douglas  did  not  want  a  fixed 
mortgage  at  all.    What  he  wemted  was  a  tem- 
porary advance  from  the  savings-bank  pending 
a  sale,  and  the  application  was  not  entertained 
by  the  bank  because  it  deals  only  in  mortgages 
for  a  fixed  term.      At    this  particular  crisis 
sound  men  might  well  find  it  hard  to  lay  their 
hands  on  £9,000  on  demand.    It  is  notorious 
that  the  banks  were  calling  up  advances  on  all 
aides,  and  no  person  or  firm,  however  wealthy, 
could  conveniently  find  nine  thousand  sove- 
reigns.    That  was  why  Wright,   Stephenson, 
and  Co.  did  not  want  to  advance  the  amount, 
and  that  was  why  Mr.  Douglas  found  himself 
in  straits.    It  was  not  a  question  of  security. 
No    bank   would    look   at    a   security,   how- 
ever  gilt  -  edged.     Can  the  Committee  have 
any  doubt  that  Mr.  Douglas  valued  this  land 
at  more  than  £2  IDs.  7    He  refuses  to  accept 
Se.  an  acre  rent  for  it  for  a  fixed  term,  and 
at  one  time  he  bad  refused  £4  lOs.  for  it. 
It  is  indisputable  that   Mr.    Douglas   firmly 
believed  that  he  was  not  getting  a  full  price 
from  the  Oovemment  at  £2  10s.,  and,  if  so, 
that  disposes  of  all  questions  of  fraud  on  his 
part.    If  he  knew  he  was  foisting  his  property 
on  the  Government  at  a  price  above  its  value, 
Tvould  he  not  have  promptly  taken  the  ofler 
when  it  was  made  ?    And  yet  what  does  he  do  ? 
On  the  2fith  September  he  gets  the  ofier  of  £2 
lOs.    Doeshe  jump  at  it?  On  the  27th  he  wires 
asking  to  split  the  difference  between  £2  lOs. 
and  £8  lOs.     On  the  2nd  October  he  is  told  the 
Government  cannot  increase  its  offer.     Does  he 
snatch  at  it  ?     No ;   he  wires,  '  Am    writing 
^ou,'  and  writes  on  the  8rd  reluctantly  accept- 
ing.    He  allows  eight  days  to  elapse  before  he 
accepts  the  offer.    Is  that  the  conduct  of  a  man 
who  thinks  he  is  getting  aa  excessive  price  ? 
He    goes    to    Dunedin   to    consult    Wright, 
Stephenson,  and  Co.,  and  they  tell  you  that 
they  had  great  difficulty  in  inducing  him  to 
acoept.    I  say  that  the  evidence  of  his  good 
faith  is  not  to  be  got  over  in  any  way.    All  the 
evidence  at  your  disposal  goes  to  show  the  same 
thing — namely,  that  he  was  selling  the  land  at 
what   he  firmly  believed  to  be  a  great  deal 
lass  than  its   value.     Mr.    Scobie  Mackenzie 
siaks  you   to   believe  that  because    the    cor- 
respondence  between    Mr.   Douglas  and   Mr. 
Bitchie    is  not  produced  it  must  have  been 
desperately  compromising.    Now,  I  ask  you  to 
draw  precisely  the  opposite  conclusion.      His 
theory  is  that  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Bitchie 

vou  LXXxvL-er. 


are  in  a  wicked  plot,  and  bum  the  correspond- 
ence to  conceal  the  plot.  But  if  they  were  in 
a  plot,  if  they  were  so  dishonest  as  to  conspire 
to  defraud  the  Gk)vemment,  it  is  eminently 
unlikely  that  they  would  stick  at  such  a  trifie 
as  the  fabricating  of  letters  to  suit  their  pur- 
pose. What  easier  for  unscrupulous  conspira- 
tors such  as  he  makes  them  out  to  be  thtui 
to  sit  down  and  write  a  few  harmless  letters 
to  one  another,  and  then  produce  them?  Self- 
serving  evidence  is  always  easy  to  get,  and 
that  is  why  the  Courts  exclude  it.  The  fact, 
then,  that  they  do  not  produce  letters  is 
evidence  that  there  was  nothing  wrong  in 
them.  Depend  upon  it,  if  they  had  produced 
them,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  would  have  had 
nothing  to  say  about  them.  As  regards  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Bitchie,  to  which  Mr.  Douglas 
referred  in  the  newspaper,  it  merely  shows  that 
Mr.  Douglas  did  not  know  of  anything  to  con- 
ceal. Otherwise  he  would  never  have  die- 
closed  it  himself.  As  to  the  telegram  from  Mr. 
Uitohie  to  Mr.  Barron,  about  which  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  makes  mountains  of  fraud  because 
it  was  not  on  the  file,  the  same  considerations 
apply.  How  does  the  existence  of  that  telegram 
become  known  to  the  Committee  ?  Through 
Mr.  Bitchie  himself.     He  volunteered  it. 

.  gjj        "  Mr.   Scobie  Mackenzie :    No.      I 
'    found  it  out  first,  and  drew  it  from 
him.    It  would  never  have  been  known  at  all 
if  1  had  not  had  an  inkling  of  it. 

"  Dr.  Fitchett :  That  is  not  correct.  He 
stated' it  quite  voluntarily. 

"  Mr.  Scobie  Mackeneic  :  Yes  ;  after  I  dis- 
covered it. 

"  Dr.  Fitchett :  There  is  nothing  to  show  that 
you  discovered  it.  Indeed,  how  could  you? 
Mr.  Barron  bad  himself  forgotten  it,  and  it 
was  not  on  the  file.  It  is  manifest  that  if 
there  had-  been  anything  to  conceal  about  it 
Mr.  Bitchie  need  not  have  disclosed  it.  Why 
should  not  Mr.  Douglas  wire  to  his  nephew 
asking  him  to  try  and  hurry  up  the  money  ? 
And  why  should  not  Mr.  Bitchie  send  the 
message  on  to  Mr,  Batron?  What  more 
natursJ,  and  what  mote  innocent?  And  that 
the  telegram  was  merely  that,  and  nothing 
more,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Barron 
does  wire  to  Mr.  Douglas  in  reply.  That  reply 
is  on  the  file.  The  faot  is  that  whenever,  in 
the  course  of  this  inquiry,  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie discovers  that  a  document  does  not 
exist,  or  is  mislaid,  it  straightway  becomes  of 
gigantic  importance  to  him — not  that  there 
would  be  anything  in  it  if  produced,  but  simply 
because  he  knows  it  cannot  be  produced.  I 
will  now  summarise  the  position  of  the  Minis- 
ter and  the  department.  The  evidence  shows 
that  the  Minister  had  singularly  little  to  do 
with  this  transaction.  He  first  comes  into 
connection  with  it  when  the  petition  is 
presented,  and  he  sends  the  petition  to  the 
department  in  the  ordinary  way.  Next  he 
sends  the  (Governor's  warrant  to  inspect.  The 
next  thing  is  when  Mr.  Percy  Smith  waits  on 
him  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
at  Dunedin.  The  Minister  sends  this  to 
Cabinet,  and.  from  Cabinet  to  the  Governor. 
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Then  comes  the  authority  to  malce  an  ofier  to 
Mi.  DouglM,  and  Mi.  Douglas's  reply  asking 
that  the  di&erenoe  be  split.  This  request  the 
Minister  declines.  Not  mnoh  conspiiacy  about 
that,  I  suppose.  That  is  absolutely  all  the 
Minister  has  had  to  do  with  this  matter.  As 
for  the  department,  the  evidence  clearly  shows 
that  it  has  done  nothing  save  what  is  usual 
and  proper.  Mr.  Barron  was  acting  within  his 
authority  in  instructing  the  preliminary  inspec- 
tion, and,  with  the  exception  of  the  telegram  to 
Mr.  Douglas  about  the  purchase-money,  he  did 
nothing  else  in  the  matter — absolutely  nothing. 
I  have  no  concern  with  Mr.  Douglas,  but  it  is 
equally  clear  that  be  did  nothing  save  what  he 
was  justified  in  doing.  He  was  anxious  to  sell 
— accepted  a  lower  price  by  reason  of  the  bank 
pressure  than  he  otherwise  would  have  done, 
—and  worried  about  the  delay  in  payment,  as 
well  he  might;  that  is  all.  My  purpose  has 
been  to  lay  before  the  Committee  every  fact 
and  every  paper  connected  with  the  matter. 
That  I  have  done ;  and  I  submit  that  not  a 
breath  rests  on  the  hitegrity  of  either  the  Minis- 
ter or  the  department,  and  that  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie's  hints  and  innuendoes  have  been 
proved  absolutely  reckless  and  baseless.  One 
word  more  and  I  have  done.  It  is  to  show  bis 
ntter  recklessness.  He  declared  in  Palmerston, 
and  he  repeated  it  here,  that  the  Minister's 
power  in  the  matter  of  these  purchases  is  tm- 
Umited  —  he  can  override  the  Board  and  do 
anything.  Sir,  if  he  knows  the  Act,  this  is  dis- 
honest ;  if  he  does  not,  it  is  disgraceful.  The 
Minister  has  less  to  do  with  a  purchase  than 
any  single  member  of  the  Board.  The  Minis- 
ter himself  can  do  nothing.  The  Governor  in 
Council — that  ia,  the  Cabinet— purchases  '  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Board.'  That 
means  that  the  Board  determines  both  the 
land  to  be  bought  and  the  price  to  be  paid,  and 
the  Cabinet  cannot  vary  it.  The  most  it  can 
do  is  to  decline  to  buy  at  all.  As  for  the  Minis- 
ter, he  is  merely  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
having  an  equal  voice  with  every  other  mem- 
ber. In  suggesting,  therefore,  to  the  people  of 
Palmerston  the  facilities  for  corruption  that 
existed  by  reason  of  the  unlimited  power  of  the 
Minister  to  buy  what  he  liked  and  at  what  price 
be  liked,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  either  shame- 
fully distorted  the  law  or  was  shamefully  ignor- 
ant of  it." 

.  OQ  Mr.  CABNCROSS.— It  is  not  my  in- 
'  tendon  to  keep  the  House  more  thatn 
a  few  minutes.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  so  small  a 
value  is  placed  on  time  in  this  House  that  if  I 
did  occupy  some  considerable  amount  of  time, 
judging  from  the  action  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to-day,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 
I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  my  em- 
phatic protest  against  the  exhibition,  as  I  con- 
sider it,  which  we  have  had  this  afternoon.  I 
think  it  hag  been  a  most  pitiable  spectacle, 
and  utterly  unworthy  of  men  who  are  sent  here 
to  represent  the  constituencies,  and  to  do  what 
they  can  for  the  good  of  the  country.  Here  we 
are  in  the  dying  hours  of  the  session.  We  have 
two  most  important  Bills  yet  to  put  through— 
iir.EaU 


I  refer  to  the  two  Mining  Bills.  On  the  passr 
ing  of  one  of  these  Bills  very  large  and  import- 
ant interests  depend.  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  state  that  at  the  present  moment  there 
are  men,  women,  and  children  on  our  Otago 
goldfields  who  are  actually  living  on  the  very 
verge  of  starvation  pending  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  We  know  that ;  and  yet,  iT>«tA«jl  of 
setting  ourselves  in  real  earnest  to  carry  out 
the  business  of  the  session,  we  have  had  an 
exhibition  of  the  description  that  we  have 
had  this  afternoon — that  is,  of  men  taking 
up  the  time  allotted  to  them  in  reading 
from  printed  reports,  and  "  gabbling  " — I  can 
call  it  nothing  else,  because  they  were  mnning 
against  time,  and  trying  how  much  they  could 
possibly  squeeze  into  Bansard.  We  saw  this 
done ;  and  when  one  man  had  finished  another 
taking  up  time  in  doing  the  same  thing.  I 
say  such  conduct  is  quite  unworthy  o{  Parlia- 
ment. I  do  not  know  when  it  will  come  to  an 
end ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  very  shortly.  As  I 
have  said,  I  only  rose  to  enter  as  emphatic  a 
protest  as  I  possibly  could,  and  to  say  that  if 
the  result  of  the  waste  of  time  which  we  have 
had  right  through  this  afternoon  shall  be  that 
the  BUI  which  I  refer  to  cannot  reach  the 
statute  -  book  this  session  it  will  be  an  ever- 
lasting disgrace  to  this  Parliament.  I  hope  I 
have  not  taken  up  too  much  time.  I  have 
simply  contented  myself  with  entering  what  I 
consider  to  be  an  emphatic  protest  against  such 
waste  of  time. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — Before  yon  put  the  qoestion. 
Sir,  I  wish  to  speak  to  a  point  of  order.  Will 
anything  of  this  matter  be  printed  in  Sansard 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  read  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Only  what  was  read  by 
members  in  the  House  will  appear  in  their 
speeches  in  Hansard. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Then,  I  merely  say  that  I 
wish  one-third  of  the  stufi  had  not  been  read. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question.' 

Ayes,  41. 
Buddo  Joyce  P«re 

Buiok  Kelly,  W.  Pinkecton 

Cadman  Lawiy  Beeves 

Camcross  Maclontosb       Seddon 

Camell  McOowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther  MoKenzie,  J.     Smith,  O.  J. 

Duncan  MeLaobkui        Stevens 

FlatBoan  McNab  -  Tanner 

Quinness  Meredith  Thompson 

Hall-Jones        Millar  Ward 

Harris  Mills  Willis. 

Hogg  Montgomery  TeUeri. 

Houston  Morrison  Collins 

Hutchison,  W.'Parata  Hall. 


Buchanan 

Button 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Green 

Lang 


Noes,  IS. 

Mackenzie,  T.  Te  Ao 

Massey  Wilson. 
McGuire  TeOtr*. 

Mitohelson  Bell 

Newman  Russell,  W.  R. 
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Faibs. 


For. 
Carroll 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
MoKenzie,  B. 
Stewftrd. 


Againat. 
Stoat 

Hatohison,  O. 
Duthie 
Allen. 


Majority  for,  26. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  recall 
to  the  minds  of  honoontble  members,  if  it  is 
necessary,  the  fact  that  it  is  desirable  our  busi- 
ness shoald  be  concluded,  at  all  events,  by  to- 
morrow evening.  Many  honourable  members 
have  made  arrangements  for  going  to  tbeir 
homes.  The  subject-matter  now  under  discus- 
aion  must  be  admitted  by  every  member  of  the 
House  to  be  important,  and  more  particularly 
in  so  far  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  the 
officers  of  his  department  are  concerned.  It 
has  always  been  held  that  where  a  Minister's 
honour  has  been  impugned  or  his  integrity 
impeached  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  prove  his 
innocence  and  protect  himself  against  such 
attacks.  I  feel  sure — in  fact,  what  I  have  beard 
duricg  the  debate  has  led  me  to  the  conclu- 
sion— that  there  is  scarcely  a  single  member 
of  this  House  but  will  entirely  indorse  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  upholding  as  it  does 
the  integrity  and  honour  of  my  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Lands  and  that  of  his  officers. 
Ilien,  I  think  it  will  also  be  admitted  that 
when  the  honour  of  a  department,  or  of  any 
officers  holding  high  positions,  is  concerned — 
where  their  honour  is  impugned — where  it  is 
the  fact,  as  in  this  case,  that  the  country  has 
to  some  extent  been  led  to  believe  that  some 
of  the  officers — one  in  particular  has  allowed 
personal  feeling  to  sway  his  judgment — in  fact, 
that  owing  to  the  pressure  of  a  relative  he  has 
not  done  his  duty  honestly  to  the  country — I 
think  it  is  clear  that,  when  a  stigma  like  this 
has  been  cast  on  an  officer  holding  a  high  posi- 
tion, unless  that  stigma  was  removed  there 
would  be  a  feeling  that  the  matter  bad  not 
been  cleared  up.  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
that  this  should  be  done,  and  in  doing  what 
my  colleague  has  done,  as  he  told  the  House, 
he  did  it  mora  on  behalf  of  his  department  than 
of  himself,  believing  that  after  many  years  of 
honourable  service  no  officer  in  the  depart- 
ment would  be  a  party  to  any  transaction  that 
would  be  dishonourable.  I  think,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
he  was  quite  justified  in  having  the  matter 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  At  the  time 
the  debate  commenced  very  few  members,  I 
think,  thought  that  it  would  last  during  all 
Saturday's  sitting,  and  also  have  taken  the 
hotter  part  of  to-^y.  I  may  say  it  has  been 
said  by  one  holding  a  very  high  position  in  this 
«olony  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  this 
should  bo  done.  I  myself  have  refused,  as 
honourable  members  know,  during  the  session 
to  permit  matters  where  there  had  been  indefi- 
nite charges  made  to  go  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, and  if  ever  I  had  anything  to  prove  to  me 
that  tlie  course  I  was  taking  was  a  wise  one  it 
48  what  has  happened  here  in  relation  to  this 


matter.  I  shall  probably  recall,  by-and-by,  to 
honourable  members  who  have  been  twitting 
my  colleague  with  what  has  taken  place  in 
regard  to  referring  this  matter  to  a  Com- 
mittee, when  they  ask  for  Committees  of  in- 
vestigation, what  has  taken  place  in  relation 
to  this  Committee, — more  psurticularly  to  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  for  there 
is  no  doubt  that,  on  the  Minister  of  Lands 
moving  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  complimented 
my  colleague  on  his  so  doing.  He  said  it  was 
necessary  to  do  so,  and  that  my  honourable 
colleague  took  a  proper  course  in  doing  it.  I 
find  now  that  honourable  members  say  we  are 
not  to  take  notice  of  what  a  Committee  says 
or  what  its  report  may  be.  I  do  not  think  that 
odium  should  be  thrown  on  any  Committee. 
This  Committee  seems  to  have  performed  its 
duties  efficiently,  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
Committee  has  unanimously  acquitted  my 
colleague,  and  unanimously  acquitted  the  de- 
partment. The  only  question  upon  which 
some  members  of  the  Conmtittee  difiered  was 
as  to  the  admission  of  evidence,  which  there 
is  evidently  some  diversity  of  opinion  about. 
This  being  the  case,  would  it  not  be  better  for 
all  concerned  that  we  should  bring  the  matter 
to  a  close?  I  may  say  the  responsibility  for 
the  long  debate  that  has  taken  place  can- 
not be  said  to  rest  upon  myself  or  upon 
the  Government.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  appears  to  resent 
the  finding  of  the  Committee,  and  also  what 
has  been  said.  Well,  I  make  every  allowance 
for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  am  bound 
to  do  so,  because  he  is  personally  interested, 
and  there  is  no  member  in  the  House,  I  sup- 
pose, would  feel  this  matter  so  keenly  as  that 
honourable  gentleman.  That  being  so,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything 
further.  I  think  the  proper  course  to  adopt  is 
to  allow  the  Minister  to  reply.  There  are  one 
or  two  Bills  left  that  we  can  put  through  in 
half  an  hour.  Then,  let  us  get  through  the  pu  b- 
lio  works  and  supplemental  estimates  and  go 
home  with  kindly  feelings  towards  each  other. 
We  should  never  part  bad  friends,  nor  let  ani- 
mosities rankle  in  our  breasts,  because  we 
never  know  what  may  happen.  As  an  example 
of  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  of  what  may 
happen,  our  dear  old  friend,  the  late  Hon.  Mr. 
Dignan,  who  was  on  his  way  home  from  his 
parliamentary  duties,  has  suddenly  been  called 
away.  I  say  to  all  members  of  the  House, 
whatever  may  happen  daring  the  session, 
when  we  come  to  its  close  let  us  part  good 
friends.  I  shoald  not  consider  it  consistent 
with  what  is  due  to  my  colleague,  whose  public 
character  has  been  impugned,  did  I  permit 
Parliament  to  be  prorogued  without  first  having 
this  matter  dealt  with.  Therefore  the  course 
he  has  taken  in  this  matter  has  my  indorse- 
ment, and  the  Cabinet  are  unanimous  in 
supporting  him  in  the  course  he  has  taken. 
I  do  say  this:  When  charges  are  made  by 
public  men  against  each  other  we  may  difier 
in  opinion,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  integrity 
and  honesty  of  a  member  of  the  GoTemment, 
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and  when  oharge8  snoh  as  were  involved  in 
this  instance  are  made, — for  though  not  made 
definitely  and  distinctly,  still  a  serioiu  reflec- 
tion was  cast, — it  does  not  matter  what  may 
be  the  opinion  of  the  person  making  the  state- 
ment, but  what  the  outside  world  may  gather 
is  what  we  are  bound  to  consider,  and  we 
know  that  the  outside  world  is  only  too  keen 
to  put  an  extreme  interpretation  on  matters 
of  this  kind.  That  is  the  world.  It  has 
been  so  since  the  world  commenced,  and  will 
be  to  the  finish.  I  trust  I  have  not  said  any- 
thing that  will  prolong  this  debate.  I  have 
explained  tho  position  of  the  Government,  and 
I  ask  that  the  Minister  shall  be  allowed  to 
reply,  and  that  we  shall  go  on  and  complete 
the  business  of  the  session  without  acrimony 
01  unpleasantness. 

Mr.  PIRAJf  I. — Before  the  Minister  replies  I 
wish  to  spend  five  minutes  over  this  debate. 
The  Government  themselves  have  wasted 
almost  two  days  over  it,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  ought  to  be  the  parties  in  tho  House  to 
begrudge  any  member  another  five  minutes. 
I  merely  rise  for  the  purpose  of  adding  my  pro- 
test to  that  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri  at  the  scandalous  waste  of  time  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  House  during  two  days  over 
this  debate,  because  nothing  is  proved  by  the 
debate  except  the  fact  that  members  can  slang 
each  other  on  both  sides  and  end  by  adopting 
the  report,  because,  no  doubt,  it  was  a  fore- 
gone conclusion  from  the  first  that  the  report 
would  be  adopted.  I  think — and  I  believe  the 
House  thinks  —  the  Minister  ought  to  have 
been  well  satisfied  with  formally  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  and  saying  a  few  words 
in  defence  of  the  Government,  instead  of  the 
debate  being  prolonged  and  business  of  fifty 
times  more  importance  to  Ministers  and  to  the 
country  at  large  being  shelved  because  Minis- 
ters themselves  have  personal  grievances. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — I  do  not  think  the 
House  will  accuse  me  of  having  wasted  its 
time  in  this  matter.  Honourable  members 
who  were  present  here  when  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  will  remember  that  two 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  immediately 
got  up  and  asked  if  an  opportunity  would  be 
given  to  discuss  the  report —  I  allude  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Fatea;  and  my  colleague  the 
Premier  said,  "Yes;  an  opportunity  will  be 
given."  If  this  promise  had  not  been  carried 
out,  and  a  motion  put  on  tho  Order  Paper  to 
discuss  the  matter,  we  should  have  been  im- 
mediately told  that  we  were  afraid  to  have  it 
discu'sed  openly  in  view  of  the  country  and  of 
the  House.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am 
quite  willing  for  the  people  of  the  country  to 
judge  of  this  subject  when  they  read  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Committee.  Some 
honourable  members  have  made  a  great  deal 
of  it.  Well,  there  it  is  for  the  country  to  see, 
and  any  impartial  person  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusion  than  that  the  Committee's  report 
is  correct  and  in  accordance  with  the  evidence. 
One  or  two  words  with  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Mr.  Seddon 


Bay.    He  sud  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
inquiry  because  no  charge  was  ever  made.    Bat 
the  honourable  gentleman  lives  in  a  part  of 
the  colony  where  they  did  not  see  or  know  the 
feeling  that   existed  in  the  Waihemo  district 
and  in  Otago  on  the  subject.     I  venture  to  say 
that  those  who  come  from  the  South  know 
that  the  charges  were  believed    by  a  great 
number  of  people,   notably  in    Dunedin   and 
Waihemo.    In  that  district  during  the  elec- 
tion   Mr.    Scobie    Mackenzie's    political    sup- 
porters paraded  this  matter  up  and  down  the 
country.    They  declared  that  it  was  a  charge, 
and  was  meant  as  a  charge.     Nobody  knew 
this  better  than  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  himsrif, 
who  allowed  it  to  go  abroad  without  taking  the 
opportunity  to  contradict  it  either  on  the  plat- 
form or  in  the  public  Press.    On  the  contrary, 
he  emd  his  friends  repeated  it  over  and  over 
again  in  the  Press  long  after  the  election  was 
over.     The  honourable  member  for  Hawke'g 
Bay  tried  to  make  out  that  the  Govenument 
appointed  Mr.  Dallas  valuer.     That   is   not 
correct.     The  Government   did   not   appoint 
Mr.   Dallas ;    the  Land   Purchase  Board   ap- 
pointed him.    Mr.  Crombie,  of  the   Land-tax 
Department,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Board, 
recommended  him  to   be   appointed,  and  se- 
lected him  as  an  old  land-tax  valuer  who  hadi 
given  great  satisfaction.     That  was  the  reason 
he  was  appointed.    It  was  only  after  Mr.  Percy 
Smith  came  back  that  I  knew  Mr.  Dallas  was 
valuer  for  the  Board  ;  so  that  the  Government 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appointment.    Much 
has  been  said  about  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ritehie- 
set  the  department  in  motion.    He  did  nothing 
of  the  kind.    Mr.  Barron  set  the  department 
in  motion,  and  was  quite  right  in  doing  so. 
Permit  me  to  tell  the  House  that  during  last 
yeetx  177  o&ers  were  made  to  the  Board  to  pur- 
chase land,  and,  out  of  those  177,  there  were 
108   that   were   dropped,   because   the  depart- 
ment made  a  preliminary  inquiry  aud  found 
that  the  land  was  not  suitable.    That  wtws  all 
that  was  done  in  connection  with  the  Poma- 
haka.    Mr.  Barron  sent  a  telegram  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  was  going  to  Conical  Hills,  to 
save  time  and  expense  by  looking   at  Poma- 
haka to  see  if  it  was  worth  purchasing.    It  was 
simply  a  preliminary  inquiry  made  in  the  same 
way  as  in  the  108  other  cases,  and  I  venture 
to  say  if  the  Government  had  not  made  such 
preliminary  inquiries  the  Minister  would  have 
been  accused   of    wasting  the   public  money 
in  getting  the  Board  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
paid  valuers.  Board  meetings,  and  so  forth,  for 
land  not  suitable  for  settlement.     Now  I  will 
come  to  the  undue  haste  in  connection  with 
the  matter.    The  purchasing  of  the  estate  ex- 
tended over  a  pertocl  of  seven  weeks.     And  what 
occurred  lately  in  the  other  House  ?    The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  charged  the  Government  with  delay 
in  regard  to  another  estate  in  Canterbury,  when 
the  owner  got  the   answer  within   a  month. 
The  whole  thing  was  done  in  a  month  in  Can- 
terbury, and  then  we  were  accused  of  delay. 
Seven  weeks  were  spent  in  this  matter  of  the 
Pomaliaka  Estate,    and   we    are    accused    of 
undue   haste.     There  vras  no   undue    hasie. 
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Ur.  Douglas  was  anxious  to  sell  his  property — 
no  donbt  about  that ;  and  any  man  who  wants 
to  sell  naturally  does  not  want  the  thing  to 
hang  over  indefinitely.  He  thought  us  too  slow, 
and  worried  the  department  with  telegrams. 
Kow  let  me  come  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa.  He  said  I  ought  to  have  given 
my  services  to  the  country  in  giving  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  land.  Do  honourable  gentle- 
men expect  me  to  go  myself  and  inspect  every 
estate  in  New  Zealand  that  is  offered  to  the 
Government  7  How  could  they  expect  it  ?  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  and  I  must 
necessarily  rely  on  the  reports  of  the  officers 
ot  the  department  and  the  Board.  Why  is  a 
Board  set  up  ?  For  the  purpose  of  making  in- 
quiry and  reporting  to  the  Minister ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  be  guided  by  the 
Board,  as  I  was  in  this  matter  ;  and  everything 
done  in  this  matter  was  done  in  the  ordineury 
way  by  the  Board.  And  honourable  gentle- 
men who  know  the  members  of  that  Board 
know  quite  well  that  they  are  all  honest,  up- 
tight servants  of  the  colony,  and  would  not 
be  swayed  by  the  Minister  or  anybody  else, 
e  Q  Now  I  come  to  one  or  two  remarks 

■  ■  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 

Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  He  no  doubt  was 
advocating  the  case  of  his  brother-in-law  and 
the  Union  Bank,  for  I  understand  he  is  solicitor 
for  that  bank  in  Wellington.  When  we  have 
an  honourable  gentleman  appearing  in  those 
oapacities  we  have  to  take  his  statements  with 
a  considerable  grain  of  salt.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  honourable  member  taking  the 
part  of  his  relative,  and  I  think  he  did  perfectly 
right  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  but  in  doing 
that  he  should  not  have  accused  me  of  being 
onfair  to  people  outside  the  House.  If  I  spoke 
warmly — and  I  did,  no  doubt  about  it — I  spoke 
because  I  felt  warmly.  The  people  of  whom  I 
spoke  have  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  stabbing 
xne  behind  my  back.  As  for  the  inspector  of 
the  Union  Bank,  I  say  again  that  he  came  and 
gave  evidence  before  the  Committee  which  was 
not  correct,  and  it  was  only  when  he  was  told 
that  his  statement  would  bo  disproved  that  he 
again  camo  to  the  Committee  and  put  his  evi- 
dence straight.  The  insinuation  which  he 
made  was  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  in  Wellington 
on  the  very  day  the  purchase  was  put  in  motion. 
He  came  before  the  Committee  and  swore  that 
Mr.  Douglas  wtts  in  his  office  in  Wellington  on 
that  day ;  and  it  was  only  when  Mr.  Douglas 
offered  to  prove  that  he  was  not  there,  and 
bad  not  been  there  for  months  before,  that  he 
oame  back  and  withdrew  his  statement.  He 
withdrew  it  under  compulsion.  When  I 
oharge  that  gentleman  with  doing  that,  Mr. 
Bell  accuses  me  of  being  unfair.  What  did 
the  honourable  gentleman  do?  He  referred 
fo  the  whole  of  my  department,  and  to  the 
Ijand  Purchase  Commissioners,  and  accused 
axem  of  all  the  things  he  could  lay  his  tongue 
npon. 

Mr.  BELIi. — I  said  not  one  word  about  the 
-officers  of  the  department  or  about  the.  Land 
Pmobase  Commissioners. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— I  will  leave  the  publio 


to  judge  of  the  honourable  member's  speech 
when  it  appears  in  Baraard.  Did  he  not 
make  a  charge  against  Mr.  Bitchie?  Now, 
what  is  the  position  ?  Mr.  Hitchie  managed 
Mr.  Douglas's  property  fpr  a  number  of  years 
before  he  became  the  head  of  the  Stock 
Department.  I  am  sure  honourable  members 
will  admit  that  it  would  not  be  out  of  place 
for  Mr.  Douglas  to  consult  his  nephew,  who 
managed  his  property  for  so  many  years,  on  a 
private  matter  connected  with  the  property  he 
had  managed.  That  was  all  that  was  done  in 
the  matter,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  it  perfectly  well.  Then  as  to  the  report. 
He  says  it  was  drawn  by  my  instructions.  He 
is  entirely  incorrect  again.  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it;  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  whole 
inquiry  I  refrained  from  even  attending  the 
proceedings,  or  doing  anything  except  give  my 
own  evidence.  But  I  cannot  waste  further 
time  over  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  might 
say  this  with  regard  to  the  valuation,  of  which 
so  much  has  been  made  in  connection  with  this 
property :  Honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  in 
referring  to  the  valuation,  gave  instances  of 
the  sale  of  properties  miles  away  from  Poma- 
haka. They  never  have  referred  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  portion  of  Pomahaka  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Douglas  at  £3  128.  an  acre.  Farmers  paid 
for  that  land,  and  are  doing  well  on  it;  and  not 
only  that,  but  they  have  signed  this  petition  in 
order  to  get  more  of  the  land.  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  quoted,  as  the  only 
unbiassed  witness ;  but  what  about  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Begg  and  Mr.  Johnstone.  Neither  of 
these  witnesses  is  of  the  same  colour  as  the 
Qovemment,  and  both  said  the  land  was  good 
value  for  the  money.  Now  I  come  to  a  few 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  in  connection 
with  this  report.  As  usual,  he  has  found  fault 
with  the  report.  He  says  it  hag  not  been 
properly  drafted,  of  course.  He  says  it  is  not 
judicial,  and  so  forth.  Then,  he  found  fault 
with  the  inquiry  beiut;  held  at  all. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  said  that  I  found  fault 
with  the  bringing-up  of  the  battle  of  the  elec- 
tion at  the  inquiry, 

Mr.  J.  McKQNZIE.— I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  find  fault  with  the 
inquiry  being  made  at  all.  Let  me  quote  the 
opinion  of  an  honourable  member  of  high  legal 
authority  on  the  subject.  This  is  what  he 
said: — 

"  He  thought  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  to 
be  commended  for  taking  this  course,  and  for 
sending  this  matter  to  a  Committee.  When 
a  grave  oharge  had  been  made  against  a 
Minister,  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  the  matter  before  an  impartial 
tribunal.  He  presumed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  send  for  the  people  who  made 
the  allegations,  in  order-  that  they  might  be 
examined  before  the  Committee  and  give  evi- 
dence on  oath.  The  House  ought  to  agree  to 
the  motion." 

Who  made  that  statement  ?  Why,  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— When? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1062 


Pomahaka 


[HOUSE.] 


Purchase . 


[Oct.  22 


Hr.  3.  McKENZIE.— When  the  motion  waa 
betoie  the  House  for  appointing  this  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honoarable  gentleman 
has  no  right  to  refer  to  a  past  debate  when  I 
have  no  opportunity  of  explaining. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— What  are  the  facts  in 
eoimection  with  the  report  ?  The  Committee 
were  nnanimons  except  on  two  points.  One 
thing  they  differed  upon  was,  whether  there 
thomd  be  any  censure  put  upon  my  opponent ; 
the  other  thing  was,  that  they  had  a  doubt 
about  the  valuation.  Those  are  the  only  two 
points  of  difference  between  the  report  that 
was  adopted  and  the  report  that  be  himself 
prepared.  I  ask  honourable  members  to  con- 
sider this  matter  from  a  fair  point  of  view — as 
to  the  value  of  this  property.  Is  it  liicely  that 
twenty-one  settlers  would  take  up  this  land  at 
the  price  put  upon  it  by  the  Government  if 
they  thought  the  price  was  too  high  ?  Every- 
thing bad  about  the  land  that  could  be  said 
had  been  said  over  and  over  again  by  Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie  and  his  friends.  And  yet 
these  twenty-one  settlers  persisted  in  trusting 
to  their  own  judgment.  They  examined  the 
land,  and  took  up  S,230  acres,  to  the  vast  dis- 
sust,  no  doubt,  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  And 
how  have  they  done  on  the  land  ?  Instead  of 
being  rained— as  was  predicted  and  hoped — 
they  have  paid  their  rent  to  date.  The  last 
return  from  Pomahaka  shows  that  1,250  acres 
have  been  broken  up  ready  for  cropping,  and 
will  be  in  crop  this  year.  Houses  and  a 
school  are  being  built,  and  settlement  is  going 
on  there.  The  value  of  fences  and  buildings 
is  £905,  and  the  total  value  of  all  improve- 
ments is  £1,517.  Now,  is  it  likely  that  these 
farmers  would  go  on  improving  their  properties 
if  they  did  not  see  their  way  at  all  clear  to 
pay  their  rent?  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  very  unjust  to  my- 
self. I  am  very  sorry  he  was  so,  because  I  have 
known  him  ever  since  he  was  a  boy,  'and  I 
never  thought  he  would  stand  up  in  this  House 
and  do  the  injustice  to  me  which  he  did  the 
other  night.  He  insinuated  that,  because  X 
stated  before  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Douglas 
some  ten  months  before  this  purchase  was 
entered  into  mentioned  the  matter  to  me 
daring  a  conversation  at  Palmerston,  corre- 
spondence had  been  going  on  between  us  during 
that  time,  and  had  been  destroyed.  I  never 
spoke  to  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  subject,  nor  have 
I  had  any  communication  with  him ;  yet  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  insinuated  that 
there  was  correspondence  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Not  with  yon. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,— There  was  no  corre- 
pondence  in  any  shape  or  form.  A  portion  of 
my  evidence  before  the  Committee  was  dis- 
torted in  such  a  way  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  as  to  insinuate  that  correspondence 
had  been  carried  on  between  myself  and  Mr. 
Douglas  relating  to  this  property.  I  again 
sajr  that  there  never  was  any  correspondence. 
Is  it  surprising  that  Mr.  Douglas  should  speiUc 


to  me  about  his  proper^,  seeing  that  I  wa» 
advertising  in  the  pnblio  Press  inviting  offers  of 
lands  for  settlement  ?  Mr.  Douglas  spoke  to  me 
in  the  street  in  Palmerston;  h«  said  he  noticed 
I  was  advertising  for  properties,  and  he  added 
that  Pomahaka  was  for  sale.  I  said,  "  If  yoa 
have  an  application  to  make,  make  it  to  Mr. 
Maitland  " ;  and  that  was  the  first  and  last  heard 
of  it  by  me  till  I  saw  the  petition  when  it  cama 
to  Wellington.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Barron,  he 
is  an  ofScer  high  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  puts  many  things  in  motion  of  his 
own  accord  in  the  first  place  without  the  Minis- 
ter knowing  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Minis- 
ter always  to  know  the  position  of  any  matter 
unless  there  is  some  preliminary  inquiry.  Mr. 
Barron  knows  that  before  the  Minister  can 
decide  on  anything  he  will  require  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  facts.  Therefore  Mr. 
Barron  makes  himself  acquainted  with  the 
facts.  That  is  exactly  what  he  did  in  this  case, 
in  the  same  way  as  he  has  done  in  many  other 
cases.  Knowing  that  Mr.  Adams  was  going  to 
Conical  Hills,  he  telegraphed  to  him  to  look  at 
Pomahaka.  In  doing  that  in  this  and  other 
cases,  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been  saved  to 
the  Oovemment.  A  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
properties  were  offered  to  the  Government  last 
year,  and  if  we  had  sent  everyone  of  tbef^e  cases 
to  the  Board  without  any  preliminary  inqairy 
as  to  their  suitability  for  settlement  or  other- 
wise it  would  mean  great  expense  to  the  conn- 
try.  We  knew  we  could  only  take  up  land  of  a 
certain  class — we  could  not  take  up  pastoral 
land.  It  is  nothing  new  or  extraordinaty  that 
these  preliminary  inquiries  should  be  made, 
and  evidence  was  given  before  the  Committee 
to  that  effect.  That  point  was  magnified  to 
an  extraordinaty  degree  by  certain  honourable 
gentlemen,  because  it  suited  them  to  do  so; 
and  the  same  with  regard  to  the  missing  tele- 
gram. The  contents  of  that  telegram  were 
made  clear  by  the  papers.  It  was  a  request 
by  Mr.  Douglas  through  Mr.  Ritchie  for  the 
payment  of  the  overdue  purchase -money. 
That  has  also  been  magnified  into  an  enor- 
mous thing.  Now  I  come  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  He  held  a  brief  for  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie.  He  told  me  so  himself — 
that  he  intended  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- Not  a  brief. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  always  look  npon  a 
lawyer  who  defends  any  one  else  as  holding  a 
brief  for  him.  I  venture  to  say  he  made  an 
excellent  speech — an  amusing  speech.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  give  him  a  certificate  to  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  that  he  has  earned  his  fee. 
But  I  say  the  honourable  gentleman  never 
touched  the  report  at  all.  He  never  touched 
the  evidence.  He  danced  edl  round  it,  and 
made  a  beautiful  dramatic  effect,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  when  his  speech  is  read  in  Bansard 
it  will  be  found  to  contain  a  great  deal  of  chaff 
and  very  few  grains  of  wheat.  Now  I  come  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti.  If 
any  good  thing  has  come  out  of  this  inquiry, 
it  is  that  we  have  got  a  speech  from  the 
honoarable  member  for  Wtakouaiti.  Daring 
the  whole  session  the  honoarable  gentleman 
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has  been  quite  dnmb.  He  haiS  never  been 
able  to  laise  his  voice  in  the  interests  of  the 
6on8titaenoy  vrhioh  he  came  here  to  repre- 
sent. The  hon#iiable  gentleman  made  a 
apeeoh  on  this  matter ;  bnt  in  respect  to_  im- 
portant policy  measures  he  has  been  silent. 
The  only  occasion  on  which  he  could  summon 
up  courage  to  make  a  speech  was  when  he 
wanted  to  support  ]fr.  Scobie  Mackenzie 
against  myself.  Of  course  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  a  number  of  the  people  I 
referred  to  the  other  night,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  looks  upon  them  as  men  of  such 
high  standing  that  no  one  should  dare  to  refer 
to  them  in  this  House.  He  referred  to  my 
remarks  in  connection  with  the  gentleman  in 
Dunedin  known  as  John  McFarlane  Bitchie,  of 
Senohan  fame.  He  said  that  the  statements 
made  would  not  be  borne  out ;  but  I  could 
prove  a  great  deal  more  than  I  stated  if  I  chose 
and  had  the  time  at  my  disposal.  I  could  show 
irfaat  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  said  in 
summing  up  that  case  of  the  Benohau  runs 
ib  connection  with  Scott's  imprisonment,  and 
I  think  I  could  prove  that  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  very  much  more  severe 
upon  Mr.  John  MoParlane  Ritchie  than  I  was. 
Acd  what  did  the  honourable  gentleman  ask 
the  House  to  believe?  That  these  were  the 
only  honest  men  in  Otago — that  the  only  honest 
Xnen  in  the  country  were  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie, 
John  McFarlane  Bitchie,  and  the  editor  of  the 
Otago  Daily  Timet — that  they  were  to  be  taken 
in  preference  to  everybody  else  in  the  colony, 
so  far  as  honesty  and  straightforwardness  were 
eoncemed.  Now,  respecting  the  Silverpeak- 
Cottesbrook  dummy  cases  and  the  Waikouaiti 
dtimmy  cases,  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  I  did  not  make  correct  statements;  but 
when  I  brought  the  matter  up  in  the  House 
the  other  night  I  had  not  the  documents  be- 
fore me  ;  and  he  said  it  was  the  Otago  Land 
Board  that  brought  that  matter  to  light.  Well, 
I  have  since  looked  the  matter  up,  and  I  have 
the  facts  here,  and  1  must  refresh  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  memory  on  the  subject.  I 
find  that  on  the  28  th  of  June,  1888,  I  moved 
a  motion  in  this  House,  "  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  complete  inquiry  into  the  alleged  evasions  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Waste  Lands  Act  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Otago :  the  Committee  to 
consist  of  "  so-and-so. 

Mr.  OREE^. — That  is  long  after  the  Cottes- 
brook  oases. 

Mr.  3.  McEENZIE.— I7o,  it  was  not.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  will  turn  to  Volume  III. 
of  the  Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  the  House 
ef  Bepresentatives,  1888,  they  will  find  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  of 
this  House.  That  was  the  evidence  that  was 
laid  before  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago, 
and  that  was  what  the  Board  acted  upon. 

Hr.  GBEEN. — No ;  it  was  evidence  taken  by 
the  Board. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  Otago  Land  Board 
made  an  inquiry,  but  was  unable  to  proceed 
or  hold  a  proper  Inquiry  nntil  the  Act  was 


amended  by  myself  and  Mr.  Bolleston:  that 
amendment  gave  the  opportunity  for  the  in- 
quiry. The  honourable  gentleman  need  not 
try  to  correct  me. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  only  point  on  which  the 
honourable  member  is  incorrect  is  that  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  got  the  evidence. 
They  did  not  act  on  the  evidence  taken  in  the 
House ;  they  took  evidence. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— They  did  not  act  on 
the  evidence  taken  in  the  House,  but  they 
called  the  same  people,  who  gave  the  same  evi- 
dence  that  had  been  dragged  out  of  the  wit- 
nesses by  myself.  Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man deny  that  7  And  who  searched  out  the 
evidence  ?  It  was  done  before  a  Committee  of 
this  House.  Of  course,  you  had  the  same 
witnesses  before  you  in  Dunedin,  and  got  the 
same  evidence,  and  came  to  a  conclusion  on 
it.  I  know  the  cs^e  too  well.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  very  unfortunate  in  refer- 
ring to  it.  He  has  a  history  in  connection 
with  that  dummy  case,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  what  was  said  about  him 
at  the  time,  both  in  the  public  Press  and  by 
the  public.  Did  he  not  lose  his  seat  in 
the  House  through  his  action  on  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  at  that  time  in  connection  with 
that  inquiry  ?  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  very  unfortunate  in  referring  to  that, 
because  I  have  a  very  good  memory,  and  I 
remember  the  unfortunate  position  he  was  in 
in  Otago  on  the  subject.  Well,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  member  for  Waikouaiti, 
stated  that  he  had  known  the  Minister  for  a 
long  time.  I  have  known  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  a  long  time.  We  have  both 
been  in  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago,  and  I 
would  bring  to  bis  remembrance  a  scene  that 
took  place  there  twenty  years  ago,  when  I  did 
not  act  the  part  of  Judas  Isoariot  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  was  a  member.  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  remember  the  scene 
that  took  place  in  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Otago  when  he  occupied  a  seat  upon  the 
Ministerial  benches,  when  the  Ministry  was 
met  with  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and 
when  he  was  told  to  get  up  and  defend  the 
Government  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and 
declined  to  do  so,  and  then  appeared  next  day 
upon  the  Government  benches  with  the  very 
men  who  had  put  him  and  his  colleagues  out 
of  office  on  the  previous  night  ?  Does  he  re- 
member that  7  I  venture  to  say  that  he  does. 
And  from  thai  day  to  the  present  time  he  has 
had  a  certain  amount  of  animosity  against  the 
present  Minister  of  Lands.  And  wh^?  Be- 
cause John  McKenzie  on  that  occasion  told 
him  what  he  thought  of  him. 

Mr.  GBEEN.— That  is  quite  as  correct  as 
your  other  statements. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.- Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  want  to  go  back  to  history  7  I  can 
give  him  any  amount  of  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  and  myself  were  elected  about  the 
same  time  to  the  Provincial  Council,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  we  pulled  together.  I  voted 
for  Um  on  the  night  I  have  referred  to,  bnt  to 
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my  Mtonighment  next  d»y  I  aaiw  him  on  the 
Mme  benches  in  the  stLme  poaition  with  the 
oiowd  that  had  turned  him  out.  Can  he  refer 
to  any  page  in  my  history  of  that  nature  7 
Oau  he  get  up  in  this  House  and  say  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  ever  been  guilty  of  de- 
serting his  colleagues  or  his  political  supporters 
in  a  case  like  that?  I  venture  to  say  he  can- 
not. Well,  I  am  just  about  done  now.  I  say 
the  Committee  that  tried  this  case  was  a  fair 
Committee.  We  are  told  that  it  was  a  packed 
Committee.  It  was  not  packed.  It  was  set  up 
for  another  purpose.  It  was  set  up  as  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  a  large  number 
of  members  on  that  Committee  were  not  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Ministry  or  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  There  was  Sir  Kobert  Stout.  I  do 
not  put  him  down  as  a  personal  opponent,  but  I 
think  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  has  been  very 
much  in  love  with  the  Oovemment  this  session. 
Then,  there  was  Mr.  Lang,  who  is  not  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government ;  Mr.  Thomas  Mac- 
kenzie, who  is  not  a  supporter  of  Oovemment ; 
and  Mr.  Oreen  himseU,  and  I  am  sure  none 
will  accuse  him  of  being  a  Government  sup- 
porter. All  those  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity 
of  putting  questions  to  the  witnesses  who  came 
before  them,  and  Mr.  Green,  at  any  rate,  exer- 
cised that  right  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  was, 
all  tite  time  that  he  was  on  the  Committee, 
on  a  fishing  expedition,  trying  to  see  what  he 
could  discover  against  the  Minister  of  Lands 
or  the  department.  In  that  fishing  excursion 
he  had  a  full  opportunity  of  bringing  out  any- 
thing he  could,  and  I  say  that,  upon  the  evi- 
dence that  was  elicited,  I  am  quite  willing 
that  the  settlers  of  New  Zealand  should  Judge 
of  the  whole  matter  in  connection  with  the 
Pomahaka  business.  Now,  let  me  say  further 
that  nothing  has  been  brought  out  against  the 
department  or  against  myself  that  we  need  in 
any  way  be  ashamed  of.  We  did  our  duty- 
nothing  more  and  nothing  less — as  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  found.  In  connection 
with  the  question  of  value,  I  ask  honourable 
gentlemen  to  wait.  I  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  to  wait  till  we  see  how 
the  property  will  turn  out.  If  these  settlers 
remain  on  the  land,  if  they  pay  their  rents 
and  settle  the  country,  if  they  make  good 
homes  for  themselves,  and  a  good  living,  will 
it  not  be  shown  that  the  Government  did  not 
pay  too  much  7 

An  Hon.  Meubbb. — ^No.  They  have  been 
made  to  pay  a  higher  rental  than  they  need 
have  paid. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing.  The 
settlers  would  not  have  paid  what  they  did  if 
land  in  that  part  of  the  conntiY  had  been 
obtainable  at  a  lower  price,  or  on  better  terms. 
Well,  time  will  show ;  and  I  am  willing  to  allow 
time  to  prove  whether  the  Pomahaka  has  been 
purchased  at  too  high  a  price  or  not.  If  the 
settlers  do  not  grow  discontented  it  will  not  be 
for  want  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  efforts 
to  make  them  so.  Now  one  word  more.  When 
it  is  said  that  that  Board  had  nothing  before 
them  but  the  evidence  of  Mi.  DaUas  as  to 
Afr.  /.  HicKeiuiU 


value,  that  is  all  moonshine.  Mr.  Mai  Hand 
knew  the  property ;  Mr.  Adams  knew  the  pm. 
perty ;  Mr.  Hughan  knew  the  properfy,  ana  oo. 
one  will  say  he  is  not  a  good  ipdge  of  land,  and 
he  reported  on  it.  Then,  there  was  Mr.  Tnrton, 
the  Registrar  of  the  Lands  Department,  who 
went  to  the  trouble  to  pick  out  the  volne  of  tiia 
properties  alongside — the  prices  given  for  the 
lands,  and  the  mortgages  on  the  lands — and  he 
took  everything  before  Ihe  Board.  Then,  we 
had  Mr.  Crombie  there,  the  Land-tax  Commis- 
sioner,  who  had  the  values  of  all  the  pro- 
perties alongside.  That  Board,  after  delibe- 
rately going  into  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and 
considering  it  carefully,  came  to  the  conclusioo 
that  the  land  was  worth  £2  lOs.  an  acre.  I 
offered  the  price  the  Board  recommended,  »nd 
if  honourable  members  will  look  the  matter 
up  they  will  see  that  I  bad  nothing  more  to 
do  with  it  than  to  offer  the  price  recommended 
by  the  Board.  Every  member  of  the  Board 
swore  before  the  Committee  that  I  had  never 
interfered  in  any  shape  or  form  in  the  mat- 
ter. Mr.  Turton  I  never  saw.  I  should  not 
know  him  if  he  came  into  this  chamber.  Mr. 
Crombie  I  never  spoke  to  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Percy  Smith  I  never  saw  respecting  it  till  he 
came  with  the  report  that  the  Board  had  de- 
cided on  the  value  of  the  land.  Everything  waa 
done  fairly  and  aboveboard.  The  only  ^ifor- 
tunate  thing  was  that  Mr.  Scobie  Maokensie 
at  the  time  of  the  election  was  hard  up  for 
something  to  throw  at  the  Minister  of  LandB, 
and  he  got  Mr.  John  Macfarlane  Ritchie,  who, 
I  believe,  conceived  the  whole  thing  and  gave 
it  to  him,  and  found,  as  I  said  before,  in  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  a  willing  tool.  But  I  venture 
to  say  I  had  a  duty  to  perform,  not  only  to  my- 
self as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  and  a  member  of 
this  House,  but  a  duty  to  perform  to  my  family, 
that  it  should  not  at  any  future  date  be  cast 
up  to  any  of  them  that  their  father  had  been 
charged  with  corruption  when  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  he  had  taken  no  action  to  de- 
fend himself.  Sir,  I  would  not  stand  in  thai 
position.  I  took  action  to  defend  myself,  and 
I  am  thankful  to  honourable  members  that 
they  have  given  me  the  opportunity  of  doing 
that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  A  remark  was  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimea-Sounds — ^I 
believe  it  was  made  in  joke,  and  it  was  so  under- 
stood in  the  House,  but  it  will  appear  in  So*- 
sard  not  as  a  joke  but  M  a  &ct— that  in 
the  report  I  drew  up  I  was  assisted  by  some 
one.  The  suggestion  was  that  it  was  by  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie.  I  have  to  state  that  no 
one  saw  that  report;  that  I  wrote  it  myself 
without  any  assistance  or  suggestion  from  any 
one.  The  other  point  is  with  regard  to  what 
the  Minister  has  stated  with  reference  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Board.  If  he  will  turn  to  the 
Appendix  to  the  Journals,  Volume  III.,  1893, 
he  will  see  that  before  he  moved  in  the  House 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago  had  taken 
voluminous  evidence,  extending  over  several 
days,  in  regard  to  alleged  dummyiam. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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LAND  DRAINAGE  BILL. 

IS   COUanTTEB. 

Hr.  MEBEDITH  moved  the  follomng  new 
dange : —  , 

"6a..  Every  Boetd  Board  and  Town  Board 
within  any  coanty  wherein  '  The  Counties  Aot, 
1886,'  is  suspended,  and  not  within  a  drainage 
district  constituted  under '  The  Land  Drainage 
Aot,  1893,'  nor  within  a  river  district  consti- 
tuted under  'The  Biver  Boards  Aot,  1881,' 
shall  have  and  may  exercise  the  powers  follow- 
ing in  respect  to  watercourses  and  drains,  that 
is  to  say : — 

"  Where  there  is  any  watercourse  or  drain 
within  the  road  district  or  town  district,  or 
beyond  the  limits   of  such  district,    and  its 
obstruction  is  likely  to  oaoae  damage  to  any 
property  in  such  district,  the  Boad  Board  or 
Town  Board  respectively — 
"(1.)  May   order   the    occupier,    or,    when 
there  is  no  occupier,   the  owner,  of 
any  land  on  the  banks  of  any  water- 
course, or   through   which   any  drain 
runs   within  the  district  of  its  juris- 
diction, or 
"  (2.)  May    order    the    occupier,   or,    when 
there  is   no  occupier,   the   owner,   of 
any  land  on  the  banks  of  such  water- 
course or  drain  for  the  space  of  one 
mile  beyond  the  up-stream  boundary 
of  such  district- 
to  remove  from  such  watercourse  or  drain  all 
weeds  and  other  growth,  or  refuse  and  obstruc- 
tions of  any  kind,  calculated  to  impede  the  free 
flow  of  water  in  the  said  watercourse  or  drain ; 
ajid,  in  case  of  the  occupier  or  owner  failing 
to   comply    with  such   order  within   fourteen 
days  from  the  receipt  thereof,  he  shall  be  liable 
to   a  penalty  not  exceeding  five   pounds   for 
every  day  during    which    such   oraer  is  not 
obeyed,  and  a  further  sum  equal  to  the  cost 
incurred  by  the  Board  in  removing  any  such 
obstruction ;  and  the  said  cost  shall  be  a  charge 
on  the  land,  and  may  be  recovered  as  rates  are 
recovered  under  any  Act  for  the  time  being  in 
force  in  the  district. 

"  The  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
any  obstruction  from  a  watercourse  or  drain, 
either  within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict of  its  jurisdiction,  shall  by  its  servants 
have  the  free  right  of  ingress,  egress,  and  regress 
on  any  land  on  the  banks  of  any  such  water- 
course, or  through  which  runs  any  such  drain." 
Mr.  McNAB  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  words 
after  "powers,"  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"  exercised  by  Boards  under  the  principal  Act." 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  first  two  lines  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ates,  22. 

B«U 

McGowan 

Smith,  a.  J 

Orowther 

McLachlan 

Stout 

Eamshaw 

Millar 

Tanner 

Sazzis 

Montgomery 

Thompson. 

Bake 

Newman 

Sons  ton 

Firani 

Tetttn. 

KeUy,  J.  W. 
Maokintosh 

Saunders 

Baddo 

Seddon 

Meredith. 

Allen 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Collins 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Flatman 

Eraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


Nobs,  87. 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  O. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 
Lang 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 
Mitohelson 


Morrison 
O'Began 

Parata 

Pinker  ton 

Beeves 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Ward 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
MoNab. 


Majority  against,  15. 
Words  stnek  out,  and  Mr.  McNab's  amend- 
ment inserted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  remainder  of  the  clause  be  re- 
tained." 

Ayes,  85. 


Cadman 

Lamach 

Beeves 

Collins 

Lawry 

Saunders 

Crowther 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Hall 

McKenzie,  B. 

Stout 

Harris 

McLsMihlan 

Tanner 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Thompson 

HoQston 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Hutchison, 

W.  Morrison 

Tetters. 

Joyce 

O'Began 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 
Noes,  19. 

Montgomery. 

Buick 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Button 

Hutchison,  G. 

Newman    * 

Carncross 

Lang 

Willis. 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Flatman 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Allen 

Graham 

Mills 

McNab. 

Majority  for,  16. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso : — 

"  Provided  that  any  such  occupier  may 
appeal  to  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  against 
such  order  within  ten  days  after  the  service 
thereof,  and  such  Stipendiary  Magistrate  shall 
have  jurisdiction  to  determine  whether  such 
order  shall  have  effect,  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  pending  the 
determination  of  such  appesi  the  order  shall  be 
suspended." 

Proviso  added. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 


10.80. 


SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BILL. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved.  That  the 
name  of  Mr.  McNab  be  substituted 
for  that  of  Mr.  McGowan  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing 
with  the  Council's  amendments  in  this  Bill. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  asked.  Why  ? 
Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  Tdi.  McGowan  would 
not  assent  to  the  reasons  agreed  to  by  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee. 
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Iili.  SPEAKER  said  that  three  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  the  reaaonB  for 
dif^ogreeing  had  signed  the  document,  and  one 
dissented. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  principle 
in  dispute  in  each  of  these  amendments  re- 
ferred to  vessels  engaged  in  the  coastal  trade  of 
.\uck1and.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames  was  specially  selected  to  represent  that 
part  of  the  colony.  The  Minister,  however, 
ignored  his  existence  as  one  of  the  Committee, 
and  drew  up  the  reasons  without  consulting 
the  honourable  member  at  all ;  and  when  his 
attention  was  called  to  this,  and  the  reasons 
wpre  then  submitted  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  he,  naturally,  would  not 
agree  to  them.  Now  the  Minister  proposed  to 
appoint  another  member  from  the  other  end  of 
the  colony,  who  could  not  possibly  know  any- 
thing about  the  district  which  was  afiected  ; 
and  he  thought  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
^Minister  was  an  unfair  one.  He  did  not  know 
why  the  Minister  should  act  as  he  did  towards 
the  City  of  Auckland,  and  try  to  injure  the 
coastal  trade  of  Auckland.  He  did  not  know 
V  hat  the  people  there  had  done  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  try  to  injure  them  in 
this  way ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  permit  this  injustice  to  be  done  to 
the  Auckland  members.  He  moved,  That  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  (Mr. 
Houston)  bo  appointed  to  take  Mr.  McQowan's 
place. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  intend  to  reply  to 
this  characteristic  tirade,  beyond  saying  that 
it  was  eminently  worthy  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  point  was  this :  He  had 
already  apologized  for  forgetting  to  submit  the 
reasons  to  the  honourable  member  for  (he 
Thames  before  half-past  five  o'clock.  He  was 
added  to  the  original  three  Managers,  and 
asked  to  act  on  the  Conference  last  week.  He 
(Mr.  Beeves)  forgot  that  his  name  was  added, 
and  when  reminded  of  the  matter  he  postponed 
asking  the  assent  of  the  House  in  order  to 
enable  the  honourable  gentleman  to  go  into 
the  reasons  and  assent  to  them.  The  honour- 
able member  could  not  assent,  and  he  (Mr. 
Beeves)  knew  it  was  perfectly  absurd  to  go  on 
appointing  member  after  member  from  the 
Auckland  District  when  they  were  all  against 
him  on  one  point  of  the  Bill.  They  must  have 
Managers  who  supported  the  Bill.  It  was  of 
no  use  having  those  who  would  not  support  the 
Bill ;  and  therefore  he  asked  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  should  be  added  in 
the  place  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames.  If  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  (Mr.  Houston),  or  any  other 
Auckland  member,  were  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  against  the  principle  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden's  amendment,  he  (Mr. 
Reeves)  would  be  delighted  to  see  him  on  the 
Committee  ;  but  to  appoint  Managers  who  were 
against  the  Bill  was  simply  to  postpone  the 
thing  time  after  time  and  prevent  any  decision 
being  come  to  in  the  other  Chamber. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  absolutely  neces- 


sary that  the  Committee  should  consist  of 
members  holding  the  same  views.  It  could 
not  be  composed  of  members  holding  different 
views.  The  members  who  drew  up  the  reaeong 
would  in  all  probability  become  members  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  majority  of  this 
House  at  a  Conference  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  it  would  not  do  that  those  acting 
on  behalf  of  this  House  should  be  a  disunited 
body. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  was  sorry  the  honouiaUa 
member  for  Marsden  had  shown  the  heat  he 
appeared  to  feel  in  the  matter.  He  teaHj 
thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  He 
sympathized  with  the  position  the  Minister 
was  placed  in,  and  he  at  once  accepted 
his  explanation.  At  the  same  time  he  most 
say,  seeing  that  the  reasons  were  already 
written,  and  that  he  could  not  agree  to  them, 
he  was  only  within  his  rights  in  refusing  to 
sign  them.  If  the  Conference  had  been  pro- 
perly called  together,  and  each  man  had  been 
allowed  to  prc>duoe  the  reasons  he  could  give, 
it  was  quite  possible  that  in  that  case  the 
Minister  might  have  come  to  terms ;  bat 
when  reasons  were  drawn  up  and  placed  before 
a  member,  whb  wa,8  asked  to  sign  reasons  not 
agreeable  to  himself,  and  he  had  no  means  of 
altering  them,  there  was  nothing  left  but  to 
refuse,  as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  quite  agreed  that  it  vros 
necessary  those  representing  the  House  should 
be  agreed :  at  the  same  time,  there  was  no  use 
in  suggesting  a  Conference  if  it  was  a  foregone 
conclusion  before  it  took  place  that  everyone 
on  that  Conference  must  approve  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labour's  Bill  or  that  it  must  be  throvni 
out.  The  Minister  said,  in  effect,  "  Yon  mnst 
take  this  Bill  whether  yon  approve  of  it  or  not." 
He  understood  the  matter  had  been  simplified 
to  this  extent:  that  there  could  be  no  differ- 
ence. They  wanted  somebody  on  the  Conference 
who  hsul  an  opinion  of  his  own,  and  some  back- 
bone. They  were  not  all  there  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  the  Minister  of  Labour,  but  to  use 
their  own  judgment  and  experience,  and  to 
obtain  those  necessaries  and  requirements  that 
they  could  not  do  without.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion they  were  in,  and  they  knew  these  require- 
ments were  absolutely  necessary.  The  Minister 
of  Labour  did  not  know — he  was  not  going  to 
say  the  Minister  of  Labour  did  not  cars ;  bat 
he  would  be  much  better  satisfied  if  the  Minister 
of  Labour  would  consult  their  requirements> 
little  more  than  he  had  done  in  matters  of  this 
sort. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  that  all  the  Auckland  and 
northern  members  were  unanimous  on  this 
point,  and  the  reason  they  were  unanimona 
was  that  they  realised  what  an  immense 
amount  of  mischief  would  ensue  if  these  re- 
strictions were  put  in  by  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  or  were  to  prevail  in  that  district. 
They  were  constantly  hearing  abont  the 
unemployed,  and  that  a  large  number  of  them 
were  seeking  employment  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  If  these  restrictions  were  to  be  pat 
in,  so  that  the  men  ovming  little  boats  and 
steamers  ooald  not  pnisae   their  vocations. 
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ifaey  wonid  have  glii  immense  number  of  mi- 
employed.  These  restrictions  were  throwing 
men  oat  of  work.  They  were  adding  to  the 
multitude  of  unemployed.  At  the  sttme  time 
they  were  always  nearing  about  the  anem- 
ployed,  and  what  the  Minister  was  going  to  do 
for  them.  There  was  a  large  number  of  small 
vessels  trading  oat  of  Auckland,  because  the 
harboar  was  difierently  situated  from  those  in 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand.  There  the  Great 
Barrier  Island  and  the  Little  Barrier  Island 
afiorded  a  large  amount  of  protection  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  coast,  and  boats  could 
trade  within  these  extended  harbour  limits 
with  safety.  If  the  owners  of  these  vessels 
were  not  to  be  permitted  to  carry  on  their 
trade  a  great  deal  of  mischief  would  be  done,  a 
large  number  of  men  would  be  thrown  out  of 
work,  and  a  considerable  number  ruined.  This 
was  the  reason'  that  the  honourable  members 
for  the  northern  districts  felt  so  strongly  on 
the  matter.  There  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  created  by  these  restrictions 
throughout  the  northern  part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  already  every  care 
had  been  taken  that  there  should  be  no  re- 
striction placed  on  the  little  boats  trading  in 
the  Hauraki  Gulf,  and  it  was  stated  in  the 
reasons  that  they  were  prepared  for  further 
concessions  on  that'  point.  The  only  reason 
they  wished  to  go  to  the  Conference  on  this 
clause  for  was  to  see  that  in  exempting  these 
small  mosquito  boats  they  did  not  also  exempt 
the  large  trading  steamers  on  the  ocean.  The 
amendments  made  in  the  Council  would,  in 
his  opinion,  have  that  wide  effect.  He  wished 
to  narrow  it  so  as  to  exempt  only  those  boats 
which  honourable  gentlemen  mentioned.  He 
was  quite  willing  that  these  boats  should  be 
exempted. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked,  what  about  the 
small  steamers  coasting  between  Dxmedin  and 
Invercargill  ?  They  had  a  mosquito  fleet  there 
which  was  of  very  great  importance  to  small 
settlers  along  the  coast,  at  Port  Molyneux, 
Owaka,  and  Waikawa ;  and  they  would  soon 
be  used  at  Tautuku.  He  thought  the  Minister 
should  not  legislate  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  these  steamers  to  trade.  He 
thought,  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Anokland  City,  that  the  matter  should  receive 
more  consideration. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
If r.  MoNab's  name  be  substituted  for  that  of 
Mr.  McOowan." 


Buddo 

McKenzie,  3. 

Saunders 

Bniok 

Meredith 

Seddon 

CorncrosB 

MiUs 

Smith,  G.  J 

Camell 

Montgomery 

Tanner 

Eamsbaw 

O'Began 

WUlis. 

Flatman 

Parata 

Tetten. 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 

Millar 

Mackintosh 

Pirani 

Noes,  33. 

Morrison. 

Allen 

Button 

Duncan 

BeU 

Cadman 

Duthie 

Bnohanan 

OolUns 

Fiaset 

GnAam  Mackenzie,  T.    Newman 

Hall  Maslin  Smith,  G.  M. 

Harris  Ms^sey  Stout 

Heke  McGowan  Te  Ao 

Hogg  McKenzie,  B.    Wilson. 

Hutchison,  G.   McLachlan  Tellers. 

Kelly,  W.  McNab  Crowther 

Lang  Mitchelson        Thompson. 

Lawry 

Majority  against,  10. 
Motion   negatived,   amendment   agreed    to, 
and  Mr.  Houston's  name  substituted. 

INCOME-TAX  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  ask  the 
Minister  if  he  intended  to  collect  this  tax 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  last  collec- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  in  any  way  to  hinder 
the  business,  but  he  must  really  say,  in  all 
earnestness,  that  the  Government  should  not 
collect  this  tax  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
collected  the  last  land-tax.  It  was  a  very 
serious  inconvenience  and  hardship  to  a  number 
of  people,  who  had  made  preparation  in  the 
ordinary  way  to  meet  the  land-tax  in  twelve 
months  from  the  last  collection.  In  connection 
with  the  income-tax,  he  would  like  very  much 
to  have  the  s^surance  of  the  Minister  that  he 
intended  to  let  the  tax  be  collected  once  a 
year,  and  not  within  a  shorter  period  than 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  last  collec- 
tion. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  of  course  any 
Treasurer  would  be  only  too  glad  to  do  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  suggested,  but  oir- 
cumstELnces  might  arise  from  time  to  time  in 
connection  with  the  finance  which  might  make 
a  change  desirable ;  but  he  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  if  possible  he  would 
not  collect  the  tax  within  twelve  months.  The 
income-tax  was  paid  last  February,  and  this 
income-tax  would  not  be  collected  till  next 
year.  As  far  as  the  land-tax  was  concerned,  it 
was  possible  that  would  not  be  collected  for 
twelve  months,  but  he  would  not  make  any 
defijiite  promise  now.  If  he  made  that  pro- 
mise now,  and  if  he  had  to  change  the  date, 
he  would  be  charged  with  breaking  his  word. 
Therefore  he  did  not  think  it  was  desirable 
to  give  such  a  promise. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  last  time  the  land- 
and  income-tax  was  collected  was  a  short  time 
before  Christmas.  That  had  a  very  depressing 
effect  upon  business,  and  was  a  great  incon- 
venience. He  thought  the  tax  should  not  be 
collected  just  before  the  holidays. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
try  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman's  sug- 
gestion. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IN  COMMITTBX* 

Clause  6. — Beference  to  "  The  Land  and  In- 
come Assessment  Act,  1891,"  to  include  amend- 
ing Acts. 
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Moore,  Hepburn, 


[HOOSE.] 


and  Bobimon. 


[Oct,  82 


Mr.  BELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordi 
"  Trhether  heretofore  passed  or  hereafter  to  be 
passed." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Aras,  48. 

Bndd* 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Buicic 

Larnaoh 

Beeves 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Saunders 

Carncross 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Smith,  E.  M 

Crowther 

McGowan 

Smith,  Q.  3. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  B. 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McLaohlan 

Thompson 

Oiaham 

Meredith 

Ward 

Hall 

Millar 

Willis. 

Harris 

Mills 

Hogg 

Morrison 

TelUrs. 

Houston 

Parata 

Collins 

Hutchison,  W 

Pinkerton 
Noes,  15. 

Montgomery 

Allen 

Massey 

Stout 

Buchanan 

McOnire 

WUSOD. 

Duthie 

MoNab 

TeUen. 

Eraser 

Mitchelson 

BeU 

Heke 

Newman 

Button. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for, 

28. 

Words  retained. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time.  _ 

MOORE,  HEPBURN,  AND  ROBINSON. 

On  the  question.  That  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  That "  be  omitted,  with  a  view 
to  insert  the  following  words  :  "  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House  it  is  desirable  that  due  provision 
should  be  made  for  giving  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  A  to  L  and  M  to  Z  Public 
Petitions  Committees  respectively  on  the  peti- 
tions of  W.  Hepburn,  R.  Robinson,  and  W.  J. 
Moore."  He  was  sorry  he  should  have  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  in  speaking  to  this 
matter,  but  it  was  a  very  important  matter  to 
the  three  petitioners.  He  would  explain,  very 
shortly,  the  position.  These  three  men  had 
all  been  in  the  Defence  Department.  They 
had  been  in  the  Armed  Constabulary,  and 
were  removed  out  of  it  to  what  was  termed 
the  Stores  Department :  that  was,  practically 
they  were  in  the  same  branch  of  the  service, 
but  were  called  upon  to  do  difierent  work. 
Now,  they  were  entitled  to  coinpensation  if 
they  remained  in  the  Defence  Department; 
and  that  was  the  view  the  A  to  L  Committee 
had  taken  of  the  petition  of  William  Hepburn, 
and  they  had  recommended  that  he  should 
be  allowed  £147  as  the  compensation  due  to 
him  when  he  was  removed  from  office.  He 
found,  however,  that  there  was  only  a  sum  of 
£40  put  down  for  him  on  the  supplementary 
estimates,  to  meet  this  claim  of  £147.  This 
simply  meant  that  this  poor  man  was  prao- 
tically  defrauded  of  what  he  was  entitled  to  as 


a  right.  It  was  not  a  qa«siaon  of  a  grafeaity  at 
all.  There  were  gtatiutiea  spread  all  aroitmd 
l^ese  estimates,  but  this  was  a  esse  when 
the  man  was  aotnally  entitled  to  the  vaoaey. 
If,  however,  there  was  any  doubt  about  tht^ 
if  the  Minister  of  Defence  would  sdlow  the 
matter  to  be  submitted  to  a  Jadge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
award  would  be  that  these  men  were  entitled 
to  this  money.  Then,  in  the  next  cases,  of 
Moore  and  Robinson,  what  happened  befoie 
the  M  to  Z  Committee  was  this :  The  M  to  Z 
Committee  found  that  they  were  entitled  to 
compensation  for  the  time  they  belonged  to 
the  Armed  Constabulary  Force ;  bat,  as  they 
were  changed  into  the  Stores  Department,  they 
should  only  be  entitled  to  count  the  oomjpens&- 
tion  money,  for  the  time  they  were  in  the 
Stores  DepsLrtment,  under  the  new  regulation* 
issued  in  1886  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  who  was 
then  Defence  Minister :  and  it  was  proved  by  the 
Under-Seoretaiy  for  Defence  that  these  regula- 
tions were  read  to  the  men,  and  consequently 
bound  the  men  and  the  Government.  Even  U 
that  regulation  were  given  effect  to,  the  amount 
put  on  the  estimates  for  Robinson  and  Moore 
was  not  equivalent  to  what  the  Conunittee 
recommended.  The  result  was  that  the  men, 
so  far  as  he  oould  make  out  the  figures,  had 
been  only  allowed  compensation  from  the 
time  they  were  in  the  Armed  Constabulary 
Force,  and  were  not  allowed  any  compensation 
for  loss  of  office  in  the  Stores  Department.  So 
far  as  the  M  to  Z  Committee  was  concerned, 
they  construed  it  that  the  transference  of  th^ 
men  from  the  Constabulary  to  the  Stores  De- 
partment meant  that  this  was  a  new  bramch 
of  the  service  they  were  entering,  and  that, 
consequently,  the  new  rule  applied  to  them 
and  that  they  would  be  entitled  to  their 
compensation,  and  the  result  would  be  tliat 
they  were  entitled  to  claim  at  that  rate  all 
the  time.  He  thought  the  M  to  Z  Committee 
was  wrong,  and  that  the  A  to  L  Conunittee 
took  the  proper  view  of  the  matter.  He  was 
not  asking  that  the  M  to  Z  Committee's  report 
should  be  disagreed  with ;  he  was  simply  asking 
that  the  A  to  L  Committee's  report  in  Hep- 
bum's  case  should  be  given  effect  to,  and  that 
the  H  to  Z  Committee's  report  on  Moore  and 
Robinson's  cases  should  be  given  effect  to. 
There  was  nothing  more  unfair  than  this  treat- 
ment of  the  men.  Those  men  were  dismissed 
from  the  Oovernment  service.  No  ebaige  was 
made  against  them ;  and  they  ought  to  have 
had  their  compensation  at  once,  instead  of 
being  kept  four  or  five  months  hajiging  about 
without  getting  compensation.  One  of  them, 
they  knew,  was  anxious  to  go  on  his  bit  of 
land  and  utilise  it,  but  all  the  men  had  been 
kept  waiting  four  or  five  months  without  being 
able  to  work  while  waiting  for  this  to  be  given 
them.  One  man  was  to  get,  by  the  esti- 
mates, £40,  another  £50,  and  the  other  £100 
odd  for  the  whole  of  the  compensation.  The 
fact  was  that  these  men  were  entitled  to  about 
four  times  the  compensation  allowed  them. 
Supposing  a  private  employer  had  done  what 
the  Oovernment  had  done  they  would  have  all 
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■mcto  of  etatementa  aboat  how  the  oapitalisti 
WW  doiDg  this  to  hia  laboozing  -  men,  and  in- 
juring hu  laboaring-men,  and  80  on.  Were 
not  the  Government,  who  were  the  employers 
in  the  first  instance,  doing  on  ungracious  thing 
to  their  employes,  and  doing  what  was  prao- 
tioally  a  dishonest  thing  ? — because  they  were 
Tiolating  the  oontraot  that  had  been  made  with 
the  employes,  and  there  could  be  no  contract 
more  speciSo  than  was  the  contract  under  the 
new  regulations  that  were  issued,  and  which 
were  read  to  the  men.  He  was  surprised  at 
the  Government  not  accepting  the  decision  of 
the  Committee.  Ho  coula  only  say  that  both 
Committees  seemed  to  have  taken  endless 
trouble  in  doing  what  was  fair  in  the  matter, 
and  they  oame  to  their  conclusion.  He  did  not 
agree  with  it,  but  still  the  men  were  apparently 
willing  to  accept  it.  He  might  explain  to  the 
House  that  it  ought  not  to  take  five  months 
to  simply  pass  this  recommendation  of  the 
Petitions  Committee.  He  could  say  no  more 
ftt  that  late  period  of  the  session,  but  he  exceed- 
ingly regretted  he  had  to  make  the  motion. 
He  had  been  asUng  about  it  for  many  months, 
and  now  that  day  the  Premier  was  courteous 
enough  to  inform  bim  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  ^ut  on  the  estimates  anything  but  the  sum 
which  appeared  there,  upon  which  he  (Sir  B. 
Stoat)  stated  he  would  take  that  opportunity 
of  placing  the  matter  before  the  House.  He 
thought  the  men  had  been  most  unjustly 
treated,  and  that  the  contract  made  had  been 
violated,  and  he  thought  no  private  employer 
would  have  done  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  when  the  House 
heard  the  other  side  of  this  question  it  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Government 
had  gone  much  further  than  any  private 
employer  of  labour  would  have  gone  in  what 
they  had  done :  in  fact,  they  had  gone  further 
than  had  been  done  in  other  cases.  The  facts 
were  these :  These  three  men  were  in  the 
Armed  Constabulary  up  to  a  certain  time ;  they 
left  voluntarily  to  enter  the  Defence  Stores  De- 
partment ;  and  in  leaving  the  Constabulary 
they  bettered  their  condition. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said  it  appeared  so  on  the 
papers. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  they  were  retired  from 
the  Constabulary. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No ;  they  left  voluntarily, 
and  the  papers  were  there  to  prove  it.  It  was 
optional  to  each  of  them  whether  he  would  leave 
or  not.  Had  they  been  arbitrarily  retired  by 
the  Government  the  papers  would  show  it.  They 
then  entered  the  other  service,  the  Defence 
Stores.  In  that  service  they  had  received  higher 
salaries,  and  had  bettered  their  position.  That, 
of  course,  must  be  admitted,  because  if  they 
took  a  computation  that  was  made — that  was, 
what  they  would  receive  as  compensation  If 
they  had  remained  in  the  Armed  Constabulary 
and  what  they  would  receive  in  the  Defence 
Stores  as  Civil  servants — the  House  would  see 
the  difference.  As  he  had  said,  when  they 
left  the  Armed  Constabulary,  that  was  the 
time  for  them  to  have  made  their  claim;  and 


the  Government  ought  then  to  have  paid 
them  compensation  if  they  were  entitled  to 
it.  If  the  Government,  at  the  time  when 
they  retired  from  the  Armed  Constabulary,  had 
paid  them  compensation  it  would  be  the  same 
amount  as  was  now  on  the  supplementary 
estimates.  He  had,  as  a  matter  of  equity, 
taken  the  retirement  as  being  oompalsory,  and 
he  said  no  one  could  have  gone  further  than 
that.  The  Auditor-General  stated  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  compensation.  The  officers 
whose  duty  it  was  to  watch  the  public  chest 
stated  that  they  were  not  entitled  at  all  to  com- 
pensation. Thiat  was  the  position.  He  would 
read  this  memorandum : — 

••  Defence  Office,  Wellington,  N.Z., 
"  29th  Juno,  1894. 

"Sm, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  28th  in* 
stant,  forwarding  Petitions  Noa.  1  and  49,  from 
Messrs.  Bobinson  and  Moore  respectively,  re- 
cently employed  in  the  Defence  Stores  Depart- 
ment, I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  your  Committee,  that  these 
men,  while  belonging  to  the  Militia  or  Armed 
Constabulary  Force,  were  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation, for  the  following  reasons :  The  mem- 
bers of  the  A.G.  Force  had  no  legal  claim  to 
compensation  ;  vide  clause  2, '  Civil  Service  Be- 
form  Act,  1886.'  Both  these  men  continued  to 
be  members  of  the  Militia  till  after  the  passing 
of  '  The  Civil  Service  Beform  Act,  1886.'  It  is 
therefore  clear  that  they  are  not  entitled  to 
compensation  after  transfer  to  the  Stores  De- 
partment ;  but  they  should  have  been  placed 
imder  the  stoppage  of  5  per  cent. ;  vide  clause 
U  of  that  Act.  This,  however,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  deducted. — I  have,  &c., 
"  A.  Hume,  Lieut.-Colonel, 
"  Acting  Under-Secretary  for  Defence," 
"  The  Chairman, 
"  Fublio  Petitions  M  to  Z^Committee, 
"  House  of  Bepresentatives." 

If  they  had  been  treated  as  Civil  servants 
they  would  have  had  6  per  cent,  deducted  from 
their  salaries,  and  when  they  left  the  5  per 
cent,  would  be  given  to  them  as  theit  compen- 
sation. Under  those  circumstances  he  would 
like  to  know  what  injustice  the  Government 
had  done.  He  had  asked  that  a  computation 
should  be  made  of  what  was  due  to  them 
if  they  had  been  oompulsorily  retired  from  the 
Armed  Constabulary,  and  that  was  the  amount 
that  now  appeared  on  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. The  honourable  gentleman  had  com- 
plained that  the  men  had  been  kept  hanging 
about.  He  did  not  know  the  position  of  all  the 
men,  but  one  individual,  he  we^  glad  to  say, 
was  fairly  well-to-do,  and  he  did  not  suppose 
that  he  would  keep  hanging  about  much.  He 
did  not  take  that  into  consideration  at  all,  and 
he  did  not  find  fault  with  the  man  who  had 
been  thrifty. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Who  is  that  7 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  better  not  to  men- 
tion names.  The  fact  of  the  men  waiting 
about  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They  re- 
ceived three  months'  salary,  and  if  it  had 
been  a  private  individual  who  no  longer  re- 
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quiied  the  UTvioea  of  these  men  thej  wonJd 
not  have  got  three  months'  ssJary.  In  sd- 
dition  to  this,  they — by  what  was  proposed  on 
the  estimates — got  whatever  they  were  entitled 
to  receive  at  the  time  they  left  the  Armed 
Constabulary.  Then  there  came  another  phase 
of  the  question.  His  honourable  friend  had 
said  that  they  petitioned  the  House,  and  were 
kept  waiting  about ;  but  there  were  otkers  who 
had  petitioned  the  House  whose  names  did 
not  appear  at  all,  and  who  had  got  nothing 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  them.  If  it  was  to 
be  claimed  that  because  people  hung  about 
and  lobbied  the  members  they  should  get  what 
they  applied  for,  all  he  could  say  was  that  they 
would  nave  a  good  many  petitions  for  compen- 
sation. In  this  case,  where  he  could  stretch  a 
point  he  had  done  so,  and  he  oould  go  no 
further.  If  he  were  to  admit  that  when  they 
came  into  office  in  1891  the  officers  of  that 
department  were  entiUed  to  claim  compensa- 
tion, they  would  have  to  place  not  £200  but 
£2,000  on  the  estimates. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— But  you  have  admitted  it 
ftlxeady. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  not  admitted  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  unaware  that  it  had  been  given  in 
evidence  before  the  Committee  that  one  man 
hsid  been  paid. 

Mr.  SEODOK  said  he  had  not  given  Bmy 
evidence  before  the  Committee.  There  might 
have  been  some  circumstances  regarding  a 
particular  officer  which  required  special  con- 
sideration ;  but  he  had  not  admitted  the  prin- 
ciple. These  men  were  practically  labourers. 
One  was  an  express-driver  who  drove  the  ex- 
press to  and  from  the  Gaol ;  he  could  not  be 
a  Civil  servant,  and  if  he  had  remained  in 
the  Armed  Constabulary  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  compensation ;  but  if  they  were  to 
pay  compensation  to  this  class  of  men,  and 
say  they  were  Civil  servants  because  they  were 
doing  Defence  Stores  worlc,  all  he  could  say 
was  that  there  were  scores  of  men  who  had 
been  in  the  Defence  Stores  who  were  just  as 
much  entitled  to  claim  their  compensation  as 
these  men  were.  He  would  bo  most  happy  to 
meet  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  who  was  in  charge  of  these 
petitions,  if  he  oould,  but  he  could  not.  He 
had  his  duty  to  perform,  and  had  to  go  by 
what  he  saw  on  the  papers.  He  had  put 
Bobinson  down  for  £100,  when  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  practically  amounted  to 
only  £62. 

,„Q       Sir  E.  STOUT.  — Nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Here  is  the  teoommendation 
-of  the  Committee. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Bead  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  Moore's  case.  The 
report  recommended — ' 

"That  the  petitioner  should  receive  com- 
pensation based,  firstly,  on  the  practice  pre- 
'Vailing  up  to  the  date  of  letter  minuted  by  the 
Hon.  the  Defence  Minister  on  the  25th  June, 
1887  (£12  10s.) ;  and,  secondly,  thereafter  on 
4ibe  terms  expressed  in  the  said  letter  (£50)." 
Mr.  Stddon 


i     Sii 


Sir  B.  STOUT  asked,  who  put  in  £50?  There 
no  sum  fixed. 

Ttt.  SEDDON  said  this  was  what  he  {oand 
on  the  p«p«c: — 

"That  youx  petitioner  is  justly  and  equit- 
ably entitled  to  oomponsation  for  loss  of  omoe 
upon  compulsory  retirsmwt  by  the  Hon.  the 
Defence  Minister;  in  support  of  which  nnm> 
bers  of  similar  cases  can  be  cited." 

He  simply  said  there  was  no  oompuIstHy 
retirement  at  all. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  is  therei  then-^dia- 
missal  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Certainly  not.  If  it  had 
been  dismissal  he  would  there  and  then  be 
entitled  to  receive  compensation  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  and  if  he  was  retired  compulsorily 
it  would  be  the  same ;  but  he  left  voluntarily 
and  changed  his  position  in  order  to  enter  the 
Defence   Stores.     He  would  take   a  case  in 

glint,  which  was  this :  that  Parliament,  by  the 
ailways  Act  of  1877,  said  to  those  who  were 
in  the  Civil  Service  up  to  that  date,  "  Yoa 
have  been  Civil  servants  ;  from  this  date  you 
can  enter  the  railway  service  if  you  like.  If 
you  enter  the  railway  service  you  get  no  com- 
pensation. If  you  like  to  leave  now,  we  will 
pay  oompensation  up  to  date."  That  waa 
the  Act  of  the  Legislature.  Now,  they  might 
just  as  well  let  the  man  who  voluntarily 
entered  the  railway  service,  and  who  now 
returned,  come  again  to  the  House  and  claim 
compensation  for  the  time  he  was  in  the  nul- 
way  service.  He  was  treating  these  petitioners 
just  as  Parliament  had  treated  the  railway 
servants.  These  men  up  to  the  time  they 
entered  the  Defence  Stores  had  a  right  to  their 
compensation.  From  that  time  forward  those 
who  entered  the  Defence  Stores  had  no  right 
to  it.  To  show  he  was  right,  if  they  had  been 
intended  to  be  treated  as  Civil  servants  they 
would  have  had,  under  the  Civil  Service  Act, 
5  per  cent,  deducted  from  their  salaries;  but 
it  nad  not  been  deducted.  As  far  as  he  wa« 
concerned,  he  found  a  large  number  of  these 
men  employed  in  these  Defence  Stores— mora 
men  than  there  was  work  for.  To  the  men  who 
had  to  be  retired  he  gave  a  month's  salary. 
Then,  it  was  represented  to  him  that  they 
should  be  given  three  months'  salary.  He  said 
he  ,would  look  up  the  authorities ;  and  find- 
ing these  were  against  him  he  gave  the  men 
three  months'  salary.  If  they  were  to  do  aa 
suggested  there  were  a  number  of  Constabulary 
men  who  had  been  put  in  other  positions,  in 
fact  they  were  scattered  all  through  the  ser- 
vice, and  a  large  number  of  men  heud  left,  and 
it  meant  a  large  sum  of  money.  Members  had 
expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  Government 
as  regarded  the  amount  placed  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates,  and  as  regarded  the  peti- 
tions presented.  He  simply  said  he  had  had 
the  amount  computed  which  the  men  would 
receive  if  compulsorily  retired.  Moore  said  in 
his  petition  he  was  compulsorily  retired.  He 
had  taken  the  man  at  his  word,  and  said  to 
him,  "  I  will  pay  you  compensation  aa  though 
you  were  compulsorily  retired,  althou^  the 
dooomenta  do   not  show   compulsory   retire- 
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meut."  The  Aaditoi-General,  as  the  respon- 
sible  officer  in  these  matters,  would  nave 
lepresented  the  matter  if  those  men  had  been 
entitled  to  more,  becaase,  having  to  go  to  the 
Andit  Department,  the  amount  it  found  to  be 
due  would  have  to  be  paid.  The  Defence  Stores 
trere  no  part  of  the  Civil  Service.  The  men 
were  put  on  there  from  time  to  time,  casually 
and  otherwise ;  and  he  had  only  done  what  had 
always  been  done.  He  trusted  this  explanation 
would  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  To  show 
that  different  Committees  had  differed  in  their 
views  on  the  question,  he  might  say  that  in 
Eepbnm's  case,  for  instance,  if  they  pcdd 
ihe  full  amount  it  would  be  over  £147,  but 
they  thought  they  were  malcing  him  a  liberal 
allowance  for  compulsory  retirement  in  giving 
him  £40.  There  were  very  many  cases  for 
which  the  Government  provided  nothing  at  all 
In  the  estimates,  and  men  who  had  better  cases 
than  these. 

Mr.  FBaSEB  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee,  he  remembered 
perfectly  well  the  occasion  when  these  men's 
olaims  came  before  that  Committee.  The 
anxiety  of  the  Premier  to  protect  the  Treasury 
was  very  commendable,  but  he  did  not  thini: 
it  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of  justice. 
These  men  certainly  did  not  retire  voluntarily 
from  the  Armed  Constabulary.  The  evidence 
difltinctly  proved  that  the  men  were  compelled 
to  enter  the  Stores  Department.  To  say  that 
these  men  should  have  claimed  the  retiring- 
sJlowance  they  were  entitled  to  when  they  left 
tile  Constabulary  was  sheer  nonsense.  He  (Mr. 
Eraser)  asked  Colonel  Hume,  If  each  of  these 
men  had  taken  that  money  would  they  not 
have  had  to  repay  it  the  next  day  when  they 
entered  the  Stores?  and  the  reply  was.  Yes. 
The  thing  was  a  mere  quibble.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fcust  that  if  a  man  claimed  compensa- 
tion when  he  was  retired  and  then  re-entered 
the  Service  he  would  have  to  repay  that  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Certamly  not. 
Mr.  FRASEB  said  that  was  the  evidence 
given  by  the  officers  of  the  department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  look  at  the  Civil  Service  Act,  and  he 
'would  see  that  he  was  wrong. 

Mr.  FRASEB  said  it  was  not  the  first  time 
tax  Act  had  been  evaded,  and  he  knew  another 
case  in  which  it  had  been  done.  It  was  a  case 
of  Hobson's  choice  with  the  men.  If  they  had 
sot  consented  to  be  removed  to  the  Stores  De- 
partment they  would  simply  have  been  told  to 
^ave.  He  thought  these  men  had  established 
their  claim  to  payment'  on  the  scale  recom- 
mended in  the  report.  He  knew  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Committee  was  not  to  grant  the  fall 
anaonnt  demanded  by  the  petitioners,  but  an 
aznonnt  much  larger  than  what  appeared  on 
tbe  estimates. 

Mr.  MOBBISON  said  in  Robinson's  case  it 
was  agreed  to  recommend  a  payment  of  about 
£100. 

Mr.  FRASER  said,  then,  there  was  the  case 
of  Moore.  He  was  quite  clear  that  the  facts 
elicited  by  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Hume  were 


not  such  as  told  them  by  the  Premier  that 
night. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  sorry  to  disagree 
with  his  chief,  but  he  was  positively  sure  that 
the  information  laid  before  the  M  to  Z  Com- 
mittee was  just  the  opposite  to  what  had  been 
supplied  to  the  Premier  from  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment. There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
man  Robinson  was  entitled  to  compensation, 
because  at  one  particular  period  his  compen- 
sation 'was  actually  computed,  and  was  a  higher 
amount  than  was  now  put  down  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates.  The  Committee  did  its 
"level  best"  to  investigate  the  case,  and  he 
knew  that  a  large  number  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  were  dead  against  pensions  or 
allowances  in  any  shape  or  form,  and,  if  it  had 
not  been  established  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  they  would  not  have  recommended  it 
in  this  case  ;  and  the  evidence  proved  that 
this  man  did  not  move  from  one  branch  of 
the  service  to  the  other  of  his  own  free  will. 
It  was  a  mere  matter  of  arrangement  with  a 
view  to  departmental  reorganization,  and  it 
was  only  fair  and  just  that,  while  they  should 
not  pay  these  men  any  amount  they  were  not 
entitled  to,  yet  any  amount  they  were  entitled 
by  law  to  receive  they  should  get.  He  was 
sure,  if  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Committee 
were  reviewed,  it  would  be  established  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  it  was  an  insignificant 
amount  that  was  set  down,  and  not  sufficient  to 
give  the  men  the  compensation  they  were  en- 
titled to.  He  had  no  personal  interest  in  tbe 
matter,  but  as  one  of  the  Committee  he  felt 
bound,  as  he  did  in  every  case,  to  speak  fairly  and 
honestly,  and  give  his  views  in  the  interests  of 
justice.  Every  member  of  the  Committee  know 
that  the  officers  of  the  department  did  not  give 
their  evidence  willingly;  it  was  dragged  out  of 
them.  It  was  clearly  proved  in  evidence  that 
these  men  were  to  get  compensation  on  a  system 
that  was  agreed  to  by  the  late  Defence  Minister, 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  and  then  after  that  it 
was  left  an  open  question  with  the  department 
to  compute  what  they  were  entitled  to.  If  the 
men  got  what  the  Committee  recommended 
they  would  only  get  what  was  right.  The  docu- 
ments laid  before  tbe  Committee  would  show 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  had  given  the  true  version 
of  the  case.  The  Premier  had  simply  been 
guided  by  the  Audit  Department. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said,  so  far  as  the  Petitions 
A  to  L  Committee  were  concerned,  they  were 
led  to  believe  by  the  evidence  that  the  men 
were  promised,  if  they  did  retire,  that  their  case 
would  not  be  prejudiced  thereby.  Hence  the 
Committee  recommended  their  case  for  favour- 
able consideration. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  his  own  recollection  of  the 
cases  which  came  before  the  Petitions  M  to  Z 
Committee  bore  out  the  statements  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  and  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  had 
stated  something  about  the  late  Mr.  Ballance. 
There  was  one  point  which  he  thought 
came   out  in  evidence   which  had  not  been 
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mentioned  to-night.  This  was,  that  there  was 
a  memorandum  from  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe 
bearing  out  the  contention,  which  the  peti- 
tioners put  forward.  That  memorandum,  it 
was  stated  in  evidence,  was  actually  read  out 
to  the  men  on  parade ;  and  he  himsdf ,  and  one 
or  two  other  members  who  were  on  that  Com- 
mittee, based  their  decision  purely  on  this 
memorandum.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  they 
would  not  have  voted  as  they  did,  but, 
having  tliat  memorandum  before  them,  they 
could  not  possibly  go  back  upon  it  without  re- 
pudiating to  a  certain  extent  the  wishes  of  one 
who  was  no  longer  among  them. 

Mr.  MEREDITH,  as  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee,  remembered  the 
petitions  of  Moore  and  Bobinson  coming  before 
the  Committee.  Their  petitions  were  carefully 
considered.  The  Committee  had  before  them 
the  heads  of  departments  as  well  as  petitioners. 
Both  petitions  received  full  consideration.  The 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  Committee  was 
to  this  effect :  that  up  to  1SS7  the  petitioners 
were  entitled  to  a  month's  salary  for  every 
yeax  of  service.  For  the  time  served  after  1887, 
as  per  circular  issued  on  the  25th  June,  1887, 
the  Committee  recommended  that  they  should 
receive  at  the  rate  of  one  month's  salary  for 
every  three  years'  service.  He  (Mr.  Meredith) 
was  not  in  a  position  to  say  how  many  years 
}iIoore  and  Robinson  hod  been  in  the  public 
service  previous  to  1887.  That  information,  no 
doubt,  could  be  obtained  by  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  object  to  a  month's 
salary  for  every  year  of  service.  They  were 
asked  to  vote  what  the  men  should  receive  if 
they  were  compulsorily  retired.  That  was  all 
they  had  been  definitely  asked  to  do. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  obtain  information  from  his  own  depart- 
ment if  he  had  asked  for  it.  But  a  general 
order  was  read  out  from  the  Defence  ilinister. 
That  was  the  contract  uncicr  which  the  men 
were  working. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
Petitions  Committee,  he  might  state  that  this 
was  considered  to  be  a  case  of  great  hardship. 
It  was  thought  that  the  men  were  fully  en- 
titled to  the  money  the  Committee  recom- 
mended. And  not  only  that,  but  the  Commit- 
tee were  perfectly  unanimous.  There  was  no 
division  of  opinion.  There  was  no  case  brought 
before  the  Committee  which  had  occupied 
more  time  and  attention  than  this  one,  for, 
although  the  Committee  wora  anxious  that 
justice  should  be  done,  still  at  the  same  time 
they  took  care  that,  before  giving  a  decision, 
the  Treasury  should  be  protected,  so  that  no- 
thing should  be  given  more  than  the  men  were 
entitled  to.  He  fully  concurred  in  what  had 
been  said  by  the  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee— that  justice  should  be  done. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  was  not  a  member  of 
either  the  A  to  L  or  the  M  to  Z  Committee, 
but  had  been  present  at  some  of  their  meetings 
on  the  hearing  of  the  petitions  in  question. 
He  desired  to  say  that  the  reasons  read  were 
what  the  department  had  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee as  the  grounds  of  refusal  to  pay  compen-  I 
Mr.  McNab 


sation.  These  reasons  oould  not  be  read  ia 
the  Hotue  as  an  authority,  and  the  Premiex 
should  not  pretend  that  this  had  indooad  the 
Committee  to  come  to  its  determination.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  both  Committees  had  come 
to  a  nnanimous  conclusion.  It  seemed  to  him 
— and  he  did  not  think  he  was  at  all  prejudiced 
in  the  matter — that  these  men  had  a  claim 
which  employers  could  not  very  well  resist,  and 
if  both  these  men  were  now  granted  more  thwi 
they  were  absolutely  entitled  to,  in  consequence 
of  the  assurance  received  when  they  were 
transferred  to  the  Stores  Department,  that 
the  department  would  do  no  more  than  justice. 
It  was  not,  perhaps,  quite  a  legal  right,  as  had 
been  uxged  ;  but  be  did  not  see  what  reaaon 
there  could  be  for  giving  them  less  than  the 
Committee  thought  they  were  entitled  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Committee  did  not 
recommennd  that  amount. 

Mr.  BELL  argued  that  the  Committee  rs- 
oommended  that  as  a  basis  of  calculation.  He 
did  not  see  why,  when  it  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee,  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  not  be  prepared  to  accept  its  decision 
as  correct. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  they  only  recommended 
an  amomit  in  one  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON  held  that  the  Committee  re- 
commended that  the  petitioners  should  receive 
compensation  as  mentioned  in  the  letter  by 
the  Minister  of  Defence  in  June,  1887.  That 
was  the  recommendation  in  the  ease  of  two 
out  of  three  of  these  petitioners.  As  far  as 
Bobinson  was  concerned,  it  should  be  recog. 
nised.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  quite  prepared  to 
take  that  as  a  basis.  The  Chairman  said  that 
would  be  a  month's  salary  for  every  year's 
service  for  a  limit  of  years.  He  understood 
that  was  the  basis  on  which  the  Committee 
went.  He  was  called  on  to  negative  the 
amendment,  but  he  would  give  the  additional 
amount  as  desired.  He  did  not  want  to  be 
harsh  to  the  men  ;  he  was  only  looking  at  the 
principle. 

Mr.  O'BEQAI),  as  a  member  of  the  A  to  L 
Committee,  before  which  the  case  of  Hepbam 
was  brought,  would  like  to  indorse  what  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Crowther)  had  said.  The  Committee 
in  that  case  were  unanimous,  and  came  to  dieii 
decision  after  a  great  deal  of  deliberation.  Sa 
would  like  to  ask  the  Premier  if  what  he  had 
said  applied  also  to  Hepburn's  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  man  would  receive 
the  same  as  if  he  had  been  compulsorily  re- 
tired— a  month's  salary  for  every  year  of  ser- 
vice. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  would  recall  the  terms  of  the 
Premier's  circular.  As  far  as  Robinson's  case 
was  concerned,  there  had  been  a  sum  made  np 
by  the  Audit  Department,  and  if  the  Premier 
agreed  to  couple  that  vrilh  the  basis  laid  down 
he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  stated  to  the 
House  what  he  was  prepared  to  give. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Premier  hod  got  the 
papers,  and  surely  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  say  if  he  would  give  Bobinson  the  amoont 
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that  the  Audit  Depaxtmftnt  had  aRivad  at  after 
thia  man's  transfer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  already  told  the 
House  what  he  was  prepared  to  do  after  a 
perusal  of  the  papers. 

Amendment  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 

On  the  question,  That  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  House  a  matter  of  import- 
ance in  connection  with  a  particular  petition, 
and  he  would  ask  the  Premier  to  give  his 
attention  to  it.  The  matter  was  brought  up 
before  the  Railways  Committee  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  a  man  named  Mr.  H.  Hansen.  It  was 
reported  that  Mr.  H.  Hansen  had  not  reoeiyed 
sufficient  compensation  for  injury  sustained, 
and  the  Committee  strongly  recommended  this 
«ase.  The  man  was  injured  through  the  train 
striking  him.  He  had  not  had  time  to  get  out 
of  the  way,  not  receiving  any  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  train.  This  man  was  injured 
for  life.    In  his  letter  the  doctor  stated, — 

"  I  attended  Mr.  Hugh  Hansen  for  a  period 
extending  from  29th  April  to  14th  July,  1891, 
for  injuries  caused  by  a  collision  between  his 
trolly  and  the  engine  attached  to  a  special 
train,  and  that  his  injuries  consisted  of  a  frac- 
tnred  skull,  fractured  ribs,  fracture  of  the  lower 
end  of  the  ulna  bone  of  fore-arm,  and  other 
minor  injuries ;  and  that  when  I  last  saw  him 
professionally  he  was  still  unable  to  follow  bis 
ooeupation." 

In  the  evidence  given  by  the  Bailway  De- 
partment it  was  acknowledged  that  a  special 
train  was  run  that  day  upon  very  short  notice. 
It  was  the  practice  to  give  notice  when  any 
special  train  was  coming.  Mr.  Hansen  had 
not  received  notice.  This  man  had  only  re- 
ceived, on  B/:count  of  the  injury  he  had  suf- 
fered, an  allowance  for  the  doctor's  charges  and 
six  months'  salary.  Clause  5  of  the  Employers' 
Liability  Act  provided  that — 

"The  amount  of  compensation  recoverable 
under  this  Act  shall  not  exceed  such  sum  as 
may  be  found  to  be  equivalent  to  the  estimated 
earnings,  during  the  three  years  preceding  the 
injury,  of  a  person  in  the  same  grade  employed 
during  those  years  in  the  like  employment  and 
in  the  district  in  which  the  workman  is  em- 
ployed at  the  time  of  the  injury." 

According  to  clause  4  of  the  same  Act  of 
1892,— 

"  The  said  Commissioners,  in  case  of  having 
to  pay  compensation  to  any  workman  or  work- 
men in  their  employ  under  the  Employers' 
Liability  Acts,  may,  under  the  authority  of 
tbis  Act,  pay  any  amount,  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  pounds,  in  respect  of  each  claim  or 
judgment  against  them,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
their  hands  applicable  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  railways  under  their  control,  but  no 
larger  amount  shall  be  paid  by  them  for  such 
compensation  except  out  of  moneys  to  be  ap- 
propriated by  Parliament  for  the  purpose." 

All  this  man  had  received  was  something 
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like  £80.  He  (Mr.  Mackensie)  held  that  the 
man  was  entitled  to  more  compensation,  be- 
cause if  the  man  came  before  a  Court  of  law 
he  would  leceive  substantial  damages.  Ik 
was  according  to  the  spirit  of  their  legislation 
that  employM  should  receive  compensation  in 

groportion  to  the  injury  sufiered.  This  man 
ad  been  most  unjustly  treated,  and  he  hoped 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  consider 
his  case  during  the  recess,  and  grant  him 
reasonable  compensation. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  had  a  matter  to  bring  before 
the  House :  it  was  the  petition  of  a  woman 
named  Dunn,  whose  section  of  land  at  Waieola 
had  been  taken  under  the  Public  Works  Act. 
She  applied  for  the  compensation  specified  in 
the  Puolio  Works  Act.  The  department  ad- 
IS  80  ""''''^  '^'^  ^^^  facts  of  the  case,  but 
'  said  they  were  debarred  from  paying 
fair  compensation  by  a  certain  section  of  the 
Act.  The  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Qo- 
vemment  for  favourable  consideration,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  from  the  Minister  for  Pnblio 
Works  if,  during  the  recess,  he  would  make  in> 
quiries,  and  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  sum 
which  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Coin- 
mittee,  and  which  she  wsw  entitled  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  was  to  be  congratulated 
upon  getting  the  £1,000  for  the  bridge  in  hi* 
electoral  district,  and  also  the  honourable 
member  for  Inveroargill  on  getting  the  sum 
of  £200  for  his  roads.  Both  these  gentlemen 
were  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  that 
had  attended  their  efforts,  and  their  remarks  on 
a  previous  occasion  in  the  House.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  estimated  net  surplus  for 
the  current  year  would  not  amount  to  what 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  said.  The  net  ex- 
penditure for  the  current  year  was  estimated 
at  £4,801,000,  and  the  revenue  was  estimated 
at  £4,852,000,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  year's 
transactions  of  £51,000.  Out  of  that  the  Trea- 
surer was  now  taking  no  less  than  £49,000, 
which  would  leave  on  the  81st  of  Miurcb  next 
only  a  paltry  balance  of  £2,000  as  a  surplus  for 
the  current  year.  The  Customs  revenue  was 
£55,000  short  of  last  year's,  and  the  Bailwayg 
were  £26,000  short  for  the  half-year,  so  that  if 
they  added  the  two  items  together  they  had  a 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  £81,000  for  the 
six  months.  That  seemed  to  him  a  very 
serious  falling-ofi,  and  he  would  like  to  have 
the  intentions  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  ex- 
plained to  the  House.  He  was  aware  that  in 
the  Financial  Statement  the  Treasurer  esti- 
mated the  falling-oS  at  £186,000  for  the  year, 
but  according  to  the  half-year's  returns  the  de- 
ficiency amounted  to  £81,000  on  the  two  items 
only.  In  the  other  items  there  would  be  a  large 
falUng-off  in  the  current  year,  and  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  Customs  and  Railways  would 
continue  to  show  a  decrease  in  the  second  part 
of  the  year.  Looking  at  the  other  side,  they 
saw  that  the  expenditure  was  going  up,  and, 
if  they  took  the  large  turaount  of  money  the 
House  was  about  to  vote  that  night,  he  thought 
it  would  be  quite  clear  that  the  net  current 
revenue  and  the  net  currant  expenditure  for 
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the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  Muoh  next  would 
not  balance. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  bring  before  the 
attention  of  the  Government  another  case 
which  had  been  before  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  and  the  vote  for  which  he  had 
expected  to  see  on  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. That  was  the  case  of  a  man  named 
Harper,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  who  about  ten  years 
ago  received  an  injury,  the  result  of  an  Skcci- 
dent,  which  had  left  him  paralysed.  The  grant 
formerly  made  to  him  had  been  stmck  off  the 
estimates,  and  the  Committee  had  favourably 
recommended  the  case,  as  the  man  was  simply 
a  helpless  cripple.  This  man  had  had  a  bare 
subsistence  ail  these  years,  and  he  was  now 
reduced  to  such  a  pitch  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done  for 
him.  The  Public  Petitions  Committee  bad 
heard  his  oase,  and  had  recommended  it  to 
the  Government  for  consideration,  but,  as  he 
had  not  served  the  country  perhaps  so  well 
M  Captain  Jackson  Barry,  there  was  no  vote 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  him.  He  was  very 
sorry  indeed  to  see  that  some  consideration 
bad  not  been  given  to  this  man.  If  the  old 
vote  for  £20  a  year  had  been  renewed  it  would 
have  given  him  a  chance  of  dragging  out  the 
rest  of  his  short  life  in  a  state  a  little  less 
miserable  than  that  he  had  been  lately  reduced 
to.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  take  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and  do  something  at 
any  rate  tor  a  man  who  was  now  in  reduced 
circumstances,  and  who  was  injured  in  the 
service  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
oase  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to,  and 
if  it  had  been  brought  under  the  notice  ot  the 
Government  he  had  not  heard  anything  of  it. 
It  would  receive  consideration,  and  if  circum- 
stances justified  the  expenditure  referred  to  he 
had  no  doubt  the  Government  would  favourably 
consider  the  matter.  In  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Suburbs,  that 
honourable  gentleman,  in  dealing  with  the  esti- 
mated surplus,  had  entirely  overlooked  some- 
thing, and  he  would  direct  his  attention  to  it. 

Dr.  KEWMAN  said  he  had  taken  the  results 
for  the  current  year,  and  had  not  carried  for- 
ward anything. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  dealing  with  the 
results  in  the  same  way  precisely.  The  esti- 
mated surplus  on  the  Slst  March  next  was 
£341,940;  and,  if  they  took  from  that  £250,000, 
the  sum  which  was  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund,  it  left  £91,000,  and  the 
£49,000  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
as  the  amount  of  the  supplementary  estimates 
deducted  from  the  £91,000  left  £42,000.  That 
was  the  position — quite  difierent  from  what 
the  honourable  member  had  said.  There  was 
no  such  thing  as  the  magician's  wand  being 
exercised  on  this  occasion.  That  was  not  so. 
Then,  again,  he  took  the  £51,702  excess  of 
levenue,  to  which  the  honourable  member  also 
referred. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— For  the  current  year. 
Dr.  Newman 


Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  genUeman 
would  admit  that  this  was  right — that  at  the 
end  of  the  financial  year  there  wonld  be  a 
balance  over  the  expenditure  of  £42,000;  for, 
if  they  took  from  the  £341,940  the  sum  of 
£250,000  which  was  to  be  paid  from  the 
consolidated  revenue  into  the  Public  Works 
Account,  it  left  £91,000;  and,  i{  the  £49,000 
to  which  the  honourable  member  referred  was 
deducted,  at  the  end  of  next  March  there 
would  be  a  balance  of  £42,000  over  and  above. 
He  thought  he  was  quite  justified  in  taking 
these  figures,  as  it  was  upon  them  they  had 
operated  last  year,  and  they  had  conue  oat  all 
right  upon  the  same  basis,  notwithstthoding 
the  predictions  to  the  contrary  of  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite.  That  being  the  case,  he 
thought  they  would  come  out  right  again  thi> 
year,  and  he  could  only  say  he  had  every 
reason  to  hope  that  they  would.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  somewhat  facetious  in  his 
remarks  about  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  and  the  £1,000  for  the  Gore  Bridge, 
and  also  in  his  remarks  regarding  the  sum 
of  £200  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  InvercargiU.  But  neither  of  those  honour- 
able members  had  the  slightest  necessity  to 
air  his  eloquence  upon  these  matters  as  they 
did  on  a  former  occasion,  as  the  vote  of  £1,000 
for  the  Gore  Bridge  was  a  contribution  given 
provided  the  local  body  raised  a  certain  sum  of 
money  locally.  The  amount  was  placed  on  the 
estimates  last  year,  but  the  local  body  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  the  sum  of  money  required. 
The  Government  did  not  intend  to  withdraw  the 
subsidy  of  £1,000  if  they  raised  the  money,  and 
he  .hoped  they  would  raise  it  during  the  pre- 
sent year.  There  was  no  necessity  so  put  the 
amount  on  the  general  estimates,  but  it  was  pot 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  now  in  o^er 
that  it  might  be  available  for  the  local  body  if 
they  raised  the  amount  required.  If  they  did 
not  raise  it  they  would  not  get  the  subsidy. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  member  for 
InvercargiU,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke 
on .  a  previous  occMion ;  but  he  might  say 
that  the  vote  referred  to  was  not  dropped  ta[ 
the  reason  assigned.  The  vote  referred  to  was 
provided  for  upon  the  road  estimates  up  to  the 
time  the  estimates  were  finally  passed,  but  the 
estimates  had  to  be 'reduced  by  an  all-roond 
sum,  in  order  to  bring  them  within  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  year.  As  a  matter  of  iiusi, 
not  only  was  the  vote  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  InvercargiU  reduced,  but  votes 
were  taken  oS  the  estimates  all  round.  There 
was  no  such  thing  in  connection  with  the  re- 
adjustment of  the  votes  as  singling  out  any 
honourable  member  on  account  of  his  views 
or  votes  in  that  House.  There  was  nothing  of 
the  sort,  and  it  ^was  only  right  that  he  should 
say  so.  The  chief  consideration  actuating  the 
Government  was  that  of  meeting  the  most  press- 
ing requirements  of  the  colony.  The  tacetiout 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Suburbs  promised  well,  and  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
felt  sure  that  the  honourable  gentleman  WM 
going  to  vote  for  the  estimates  throughout. 
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Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  had  got  only  a  little 
«ii  the  estimates. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  honourable  members 
looked  through  the  estimates  they  would  pro- 
bably find  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
got  three  or  four  rosy  little  things  all  to  himself 
hidden  away  somewhere. 

Br.  NEWMAN  said  he  had  got  a  cemetery. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  so  bad.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had  also 
stated  tbat  he  was  not  fully  satisfied. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  had  got  nothing. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  got  £3,000  in  one  vote.  That  was  surely 
more  than  nothing.  As  to  the  member  for 
Glutha,  that  honourable  gentleman  was  never 
oatisfied;  but  his  district,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  felt 
^uite  sure,  had  received  a  fair  share.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  remarks  made  upon  the  motion  for 
^oing  into  the  Committee  of  Supply  augured 
'well,  he  thought,  for  the  free  passage  of  the 
«8timates  through  the  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COUMITTEB. 
PUBLIC  WOBKB  FUND.— PABT  I. 
Class  IV.— Roads. 
Vote,  Main  roads,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 
Vote,    Miscellaneous    roads    and    bridges, 
£20,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Roads  on  goldflelds,  £45,455,  agreed 
to. 

PABT  II. 

Class  III. — Roads. 
Vote,  Roads  to  give  access,  £20,005,  agreed 

Vote,  Local  bodies,  £600,  agreed  to. 

LANDS  IMPROVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Beads  and  bridges,  £150,000. 

Mr.  PIRANI  pointed  out,  in  connection  with 
the  item  "  Pohangina  Valley  Forest  Reserve, 
£325,"  that  there  was  a  totara  reserve  the  Land 
Board  wanted  to  sell,  and  £12,000  would  go 
into  the  coSers  of  the  Government  if  it  were 
4Bold,  and  it  would  take  £560,  according  to  the 
Minister's  own  department,  to  enable  it  to  be 
sold.  A  report  had  been  sent  in  asking  for  this 
amount  from  the  district  department,  but  the 
tunount  on  the  estimates  was  just  one -half, 
-which  would  be  useless,  as  it  would  only  half- 
znetal  the  roads,  and  if  half-metalled  it  would 
be  impossible  to  sell  the  reserve  for  another 
year. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  if  the  amount  the 
boaourable  gentleman  stated  would  be  realised 
liy  the  sale,  no  doubt  the  department  would 
£nd  the  money  asked  for. 

Vote,  £150,000,  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  PUB0HA8E  ACCOUNT. 
Vote,    Native     Land    Purchase    Account, 
^160,000,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  W0BE3  PUND.-PABT  I. 

C1.A8S  V. — Development  of  Goldfiblds. 

Development  of  goldfields,  £43,150. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  sum  of  £10,000 
^or  water-races  and  works  on  goldfields  was 
fan  extraordinary  jump  from  the  £5,000  of  last 
year.    There  had  been  more  waste  of  money 


to. 


in  sludge-channels  than  in  any  other  way.  He 
would  like  to  know  how  it  was  proposed  to 
spend  the  £10,000  for  deep  levels,  suid  on  what 
conditions. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  a  Bill  had  been  passed 
that  evening  to  meet  the  question.  What  was 
proposed  was  that  there  should  be  three  deep 
levels  in  the  colony — one  in  Auckland,  one  in 
Westland,  and  one  in  Otago.  These  were  the 
only  three  it  was  proposed  to  subsidise  under 
this  vote,  and  the  subsidy  would  probably  be  at 
the  rate  of  pound  for  pound. 

Vote,  £43,150,  agreed  to.  , 

Glass  VI. — Pubcease  or  Native  Lands. 
Vote,  Purchase  of  Native  lands,  £700,  agreed 

Class  VII. — Tblkqraph  Extension. 
Vole,  Telegraph  extension,  £31,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — ^Public  Buiij>iMa8. 

General,  £14,950. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  when  the  Courthouse  at 
Palmerston  North  was  to  be  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  desirous  of 
getting  the  timber  on  the  ground,  so  that  once 
the  work  was  started  they  could  go  on  to  a 
finish.  ■ 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  timber  was  there,  and 
a  contract  had  been  accepted  for  a  part  of  the 
work.  Numbers  of  carpenters  were  out  of  work 
who  had  been  promised  that  it  should  be  gone 
on  with,  but  they  were  constantly  pat  off. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  to  the  miserable  entrance  to  Parlia- 
ment Buildings,  and  the  poor  accommodation 
for  visitors  to  members. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  done  a  good  deal 
during  the  last  recess,  and  something  mora 
would  be  done  during  the  next  recess. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  drew  attention  to  much- 
needed  painting  to  the  gaol  and  lock-up  at 
Oamaru. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  look  into  the  matter. 

Vote,  £14,950,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Judicial,  £84,260,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Postal  and  Telegraph,  £10,000,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  Customs,  £500,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Lunatic  asylums,  £24,450,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  School-buildings,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Agricultural,  £1,650,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Hospitals  and  other  charitable  institu- 
tions, £2,400,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX.— Lighthouses  and  Habboub- 

WOBKS. 

Harbour-works,  £3,500. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Minister 
would  give  some  information  in  connection  with 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  Cape  Kidnap- 
pers. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  a  sum  of  £3,000 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  a  new 
lighthonse  on  the  East  Coast.  There  was  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  it  should  be  erected  at 
Cape  Kidnappers  or  not.  As  soon  as  that 
point  was  decided  the  work  would  be  proceeded 
with. 
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Captain  RUSSELL  presumed  the  vote  re- 
ferred to  Uape  Kidnappers,  or  that  vioinity. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Mr.  TANNER  moved,  That  the  item,  ■<  Wharl 
at  Howick  (subsidy,  £1  lor  £1),  £1,600,"  be 
struck  out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  would  like  to  knovr  what  was 
going  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  dredging  of 
the  Taoranga  Harbour. 

Mr.  3EDD0N  said  the  report  of  the  depart- 
ment was  against  this  work,  out  he  would  make 
further  inquiries. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  if  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  Qovemment  to  give  money  for  wharves 
be  oould  mention  several  places  in  Akaroa 
Harbour  where  wharves  should  be  erected. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved,  That  the  item  "  Wharf 
»t  Howick  (subsidy,  £1  for  £1),  £1,500,"  be  re- 
duced by  £1,  as  an  indication  that  the  vote  be 
granted  without  the  provision  as  to  a  subsidy. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUICK  would  like  to  know  if  any  sum 
was  to  be  voted  for  the  Picton  wharf,  seeing 
that  £1,800  was  to  be  granted  for  a  place  like 
Howick. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  difieience  between 
the  two  was  this :  that  the  wharf  at  Picton  was 
controlled  and  held  by  the  RaQway  Commis- 
sioners. The  Railway  Commissioners  had  asked 
for  £16,000  as  an  addition  to  open  lines,  and 
£40,000  had  been  granted.  If  they  had  asked 
for  a  sum  for  this  purpose  the  Oovernment 
would  have  been  prepared  to  give  it  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  COLLINS  would  move,  That  ihe  item, 
"  Nelson  (dredging  harbour),  £1,000,"  be  struck 
out.  He  regajrded  this  as  a  most  unwarrant- 
able waste  of  public  money. 

Mr.  R.  HcKENZIE  thought  this  was  an  im- 
portant harbour,  and  that  the  money  would 'be 
well  spent.  He  did  not  think  the  colony  would 
lose  anything  by  spending  it. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £3,500,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Harbour  defences,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

OiiAss  X.— RiiTBs  OK  Native  Lands. 
Vote,  Rates  on  Native  lands — Recoverable 
from  owners,  £650,  agreed  to. 

8UPPLEMENTAET  ESTIMATES. 
Class  I. — Legislative. 

Legislative  Council  —  Salaries  and  other 
charges,  £60. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  know  if  it  was  cor- 
rect that  the  Premier  had  reduced  the  remu- 
neration for  Committee  reporters  to  one-half 
what  they  used  to  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  carrying  out  the  details.  It  was 
true  a  reduction  bad  been  made  in  the  scale 
of  pay,  which  was  at  modem  rates.  He  did 
not  Icnow  whether  the  amount  was  one-half  or 
two-thirds  of  what  was  paid  before,  but  he 
knew  these  reporters  were  paid  according  to 
scale. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  only  say  that,  as  the  pre- 
vious scale  was  the  scale  for  all  private  work 
throughout  the  colony,  it  seemed  to  him  that 


the  Oovernment  that  had  reduced  the  scale  had 
perpetrated  an  injustice.  Before  such  a  thing 
as  tbis  was  done  the  matter  should  have  been 
gone  into.  The  men  who  did  the  Committee 
work  deserved  to  be  well  paid.  They  paid  all 
their  other  Legislative  ofBcers  three  times  what 
they  paid  their  Civil  servants,  uid  it  seemed 
unfair  to  select  the  Committee  reporters  as 
those  whose  remuneration  should  be  cat  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  make  in- 
quiries. 

Vote,  £60,  agreed  to. 

House  of  Representatives,  £658. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  vmhed  to  know  if  the  itwa 
of  £88  was  compensation  to  Mr.  Kinsella. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  the  amount  was  y«tf 
small.  After  so  many  years  of  service,  it  wsa  » 
pity  he  was  not  kept  on  as  a  Committee  re- 
porter. 

Vote,  £658,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Golokiai.  Skcbetabt. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £1,047. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation regarding  the  compassionate  allow- 
ance to  the  widow  of  the  Hon.  Yincent  Pyke. 
He  did  not  raise  any  objection  to  it,  bat  asked 
for  information. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  on  petition,  and 
it  was  intended  that  the  petition  shoold  go- 
before  the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  but 
it  had  gone  before  the  Petitions  Committee. 
This  sum  had  been  put  on  the  estimates  in 
recognition  of  the  services  of  the  late  Hon. 
Vincent  Pyke  in  connection  with  the  goldfield* 
an4  mining  industry  of  the  colony  in  the  eariy 
days. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  afraid  they  wer« 
establishing  a  precedent,  though  he  did  not 
wish  to  raise  any  objection  to  this  vote  in 
particular. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  special  reasons 
in  this  case.  They  paid  thousands  of  pounds 
to  discoverers  of  goldfields,  and  he  questioned 
very  much  if  any  man  in  New  Zealand  had 
done  so  mtich  in  connection  with  the  goldfields 
as  the  lata  Hon.  Vincent  Pyke.  He  was  the 
first  Goldfields  Commissioner,  and  had  com* 
over  from  Victoria  with  his  goldfields  expe- 
rience, and  had  drafted  the  first  complete  set 
of  goldfields  rules  and  regulations.  He  thought 
it  right  that  this  recognition  of  his  services 
should  be  made  to  the  one  he  had  left  behind 
under  circumstances  which  called  for  this 
recognition.  It  was  a  special  case,  tind  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  pass  it  as  some  small 
recognition  of  the  great  services  of  the  late 
Hon.  Vincent  Pyke  to  the  colony. 

Vote,  £4,047,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Colonial  Tbbasdbbb. 

Office  of  Industries  and  Commerce,  £130. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  for  some  explana- 
tion of  the  item,  "Office  of  Industries  and 
Commerce — Patterns  of  ornamental  wood  lino- 
leum, £120." 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  thought  desirable  ta- 
send  some  of  these  patterns  Home,  as  it  would 
have  the  efieot  of  bringing  the  New  Zealand 
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woods  tmdei  the  notice  of  the  Eaglisb  maiketB. 

Vote,  £1S0,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Colouial  Treasurer's  Department, 
^8,491,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £3,778. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  asked  the  Minister  to  ex- 
plain the  amounts  put  down  to  make  good  the 
defalcatioDG  of  the  various  officers  mentioned. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
Tided  for  in  the  estimates  years  ago,  but  for 
some  reason  it  had  not  been  done.  Under 
the  regulations  the  whole  of  the  officers  in  eJl 
the  services  now  had  to  make  up  deficiencies 
when  there  were  any  defalcations  in  any 
Iiranch  of  the  service.  In  the  days  when  these 
defalcations  were  made  this  regulation  was  not 
Applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  services. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  called  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  to  the  fact  that  he  knew  one 
officer  of  the  service  who  had  from  time  to 
time  been  called  on  to  pay  his  share  of  defal- 
cations, and  he  was  afterwards  dismissed  from 
the  service,  and  he  could  get  no  satisfaction. 

Mr.  WARD  promised  to  look  into  the  case  if 
the  honourable  member  would  give  him,  pri- 
vately, the  name  of  the  officer  in  question. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Westland  presented  a  petition  in  refer- 
ence to  this  case,  which  came  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee,  and  it  came  out  in  evi- 
dence that  all  this  man  paid  was  something 
less  than  £1.  That  was  his  contribution  in 
making  good  defalcations. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  the  principle 
of  the  thing  which  he  looked  at. 

Vote,  £3,778,  agreed  to. 

Cl^ASS  IV. — MlHISTBB  01*  JUSTICE. 

District  Magistrates'  and  Wardens'  Courts, 
£400. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked,  in  reference  to  the 
amount  of  £400  for  "  Extra  Magistrate,  North 
Island,"  where  this  Magistrate  would  be  lo- 
cated. 

Mr.  CADMAN  explained  that  in  the  Welling- 
ton, Hawke's  Bay,  and  Taranaki  Districts  the 
Magistrates  had  lately  been  overworked,  and  it 
vras  therefore  intended  to  create  a  new  district 
in  the  North  Island. 
Vote,  £400,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous  services,  £1,065. 
Mr.  BELL  asked  who  was  to  edit  the  new 
edition  of  "  The  New  ZeeJand  Justice  of  the 
Peace." 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that  had  not  yet  been 
Arranged. 

Or.  NEWMAN  desired  to  know  what  officer 
was  to  receive  the  salary  of  £700  set  oraosite 
the  item,  "Acting  Law  Adviser  and  Diafts- 
znan." 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  Dr.  Eitchett,  who  was 
temporarily  occupying  the  office  of  Solioitor- 
Oeneral. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  for  what  term  Dr. 
ZHtchett  was  appointed. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Solicitor  -  General 
bad  received  six  months'  leave  of  absence  on 
account  of  serious  ill-health.  It  was  just 
possible    the    GoTetnment    might    have    to 


extend  that  term,  and  Dr.  Fitohett  would  no 
doubt  ocoupy  the  position  until  the  Solicitor- 
General's  return  to  his  office. 
Vote,  £1,065,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV.— Commissioneb  of  Customs. 

Customs :  Miscellaneous  services,  £2,882. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  item  "  Refund  of  Cus- 
toms duty,  £2,700,"  was  for  a  refund  of  duty 
chiefly  on  a  class  of  machinery  that  was  not 
made  in  the  colony,  and  upon  which  duty  had 
been  paid  in  the  ordinary  way.  Before  a  refund 
was  authorised,  those  demanding  it  had  to 
satisfy  the  department  that  it  was  due.  The 
putting  of  the  amount  in  one  sum  was  merely 
a  departmental  matter  of  convenience. 

Vote,  £2,832,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Marine  Department,  £2,451,  agreed  to. 

Class  Vni. — Ministeb  or  Eduoatiqn. 

Vote,  Public  schools,  £5,626,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Native  schools,  £500,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £850. 

Mr.  O'REQAN  wished  to  know,  with  reference 
to  the  item,  "  Orant  in  aid  of  Thames  High 
School,  £200,"  why  this  school  received  ex- 
ceptional treatment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  no  exceptional 
treatment  here.  Inquiry  had  shown  this  grant 
to  be  necessary. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation ought  to  explain  why  this  special  grant 
was  made.  He  did  not  object  to  it,  but  it  was 
exceedingly  unfair  that  one  high  school  should 
be  selected  out  of  the  colony  when  others  were 
being  starved.  The  Government  had  not  only 
struck  out  the  high  schools,  but  had  failed  to 
fulfil  the  contract  they  had  made. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  income  of  this  hi(|h 
school  had  fallen  o&  owing  to  the  depression  m 
the  mining  industry  in  that  part  of  the  colony, 
and  they  could  not  make  a  corresponding  re- 
duction of  the  teachers,  and  consequently  they 
were  in  arrears.  It  was  a  matter  for  consi- 
deration whether  they  should  allow  this  school 
to  break  down,  or  should  give  it  this  special 
assistance. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  object  to  the  amount, 
but  would  like  to  know  if  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation would  give  similar  votes  to  other  high 
schools  in  like  circumstances. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion was  not  well,  and  had  gone  home. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  whether  other  high 
schools  that  really  required  assistance  of  this 
kind  would  receive  it.  They  had  out  down 
salaries  to  the  lowest  ebb,  and  did  not  know 
how  to  go  on  unless  assistance  of  this  kind 
were  given.  He  would  like  to  have  a  promise 
that  they  would  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  other  high 
schools  which  were  in  a  bad  condition,  cer- 
tainly, but  not  so  bad  as  the  Thames  High 
School. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  that  this  was  a  very 
special  case,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  House 
would  grant  assistance  to  any  high  school 
in  the  same  condition.  The  governors  of  this 
school  were  quite  prepared  to  hand  over  to  the 
Qovemment,  for  we  amount  it  was  valued  at. 
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the  imall  endowment  they  had  reoeived,  and 
would  not  ask  for  any  aaaistanoe.  The  returns 
from  the  mines  were  now  so  small  that  they 
oould  not  get  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  objected  to  partial  treat- 
ment of  districts,  although  this  seemed  to  be 
a  deserving  case. 

Mr.  B.  McEENZIE  thought  the  demands  of 
primary  education  should  be  met  before  those 
of  higher  education  were  attended  to.  In  some 
back  parts  of  the  mining  districts  of  the  West 
Coast  they  could  not  get  even  a  decent  shed 
to  serve  as  a  school. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  an  additional 
allowance  of  £5,600  made  for  primary  schools. 

Vote,  £356,  agreed  to. 

Charitable,  £2,100. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SllITH  said  a  mistake  had  been 
made  here.  He  saw  that  £100  was  put  down 
as  a  grant  to  Avon  Refuge.  He  thought  this 
should  have  been  Herrick's  Home,  which  had 
done  very  good  work.  He  asked,  would  it  be 
possible  to  get  £100  under  the  heading  of 
"  Unauthorised,"  in  place  of  this  item? 

Mr.  WARD  thought  it  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  to  the  matter. 

Vote,  £2,100,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Department  of  Labour,  £40,  agreed 
to. 

Class  IX.— Mimisteb  of  Minbs. 

Minister  of  Mines,  £789. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  whether  the  £60  set 
down  for  "  Purchase  of  collection  of  birds  (or 
Museum "  was  to  be  available  for  the  Wanga- 
nui  Museum. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  it  was  intended  for  Wel- 
lington. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  item,  "  Aged  Miners'  Home,  Westliuid, 
JE300." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  intended  to  pro- 
vide a  home  for  the  indigent  old  miners  on  the 
West  Coast.  They  ought  to  do  something  for 
the  pioneers  of  the  country.  In  some  hospitals 
they  could  not  take  them  in,  and  they  were 
treated  almost  as  vagrants  when  they  were  too 
old  to  work  and  too  proud  to  beg.  The  hos- 
pital authorities  would  take  them  in  if  they 
oould,  but,  as  they  could  not,  the  police  had 
been  asked  to  act.  That  was  not  doing  justice 
to  old  and  deserving  colonists  whose  necessities 
and  infirmities  demanded  special  attention. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  with  reference  to  the 
item,  "  Law-costs,  Jutland  Flat  Gold-dredging 
Company,  as  recommended  by  Goldfields  and 
Mines  Committee,"  this  Committee  had  recom- 
mended also  that  the  rent  should  not  be  charged. 
Kow,  as  the  company  had  paid  certain  moneys 
for  rent,  they  should  be  refunded. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  it  was  intended  to  refund 
the  rent  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  it  was  impossible  to  know  the  exact 
amount  until  matters  had  been  properly  settled, 
and  for  that  reason  no  vote  had  been  put  on 
the  estimates. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  it  would  be  refunded. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  item, 
Mr.  McQowan 


"Aged  Minan'  Home,  Wastland,  £800,"  be 
struck  out.  It  was  an  insult  to  the  pioneer 
miners  of  Westland. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £789,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Minister  of  AGRicT;L,TirRE. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  £10,999. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  wished  for  information 
with  regard  to  the  item,  "  Expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  hemp  bonus,  £300." 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said  the  House  would 
recollect  that  last  year  they  agreed  to  give  a 
bonus  for  the  invention  of  improved  machinery. 
A  good  many  applications  had  been  received 
for  the  bonus,  and  they  had  appointed  a  man 
to  inspect  the  claims. 

Mr.  HOGG  wished  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
item,  "  Subsidy  to  liquidate  late  Awatere  Rab- 
bit Board's  liabilities,  £2,188." 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  the  Rabbit  Board  was 
entitled  to  a  subsidy  for  wire  netting,  but  the 
Board  did  not  work  satisfactorily,  and  after  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  hod  been  spent 
the  Government  had  got  the  Board  abolished, 
because  the  Board  were  not  doing  their  duty  ; 
they  were  using  the  money  for  the  fencing  of 
their  private  properties,  and  the  Government 
were  putting  an  end  to  all  that.  The  amount 
on  the  estimates  was  a  liability. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  for  an  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  item,  "  Assistant  Chief  In- 
spector, £300." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  when  the 
House  met  four  months  ago  it  was  found  im- 
possible for  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, to  go  round  and  inspect  the  othec 
Inspectors.  An  intelligent  man  named  Scaifa 
had  been  appointed  to  keep  the  Inspectors  up 
to  their  work,  and  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  could 
assure  the  House  that  he  had  done  very  good 
service.  The  appointment  had  put  the  other 
Inspectors  on  their  mettle.  Mr.  Scaife  had 
only  received  an  advance  of  £50  on  his  salary. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  know  more  about  the 
bonus  for  flax.  He  would  like  to  know  if  any- 
thing had  been  done  practically.  Had  they  got 
any  test  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  had  not  got 
any  test.  The  experts  who  were  looking  into 
the  matter  at  the  present  time  had  not  finished 
their  work. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  for  informatiott 
with  reference  to  the  item,  "  Cool-storage  for 
dairy-produce,  £6,000." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  intended  to 
perform  this  work  free  or  at  a  nominal  charge 
at  first,  and  with  this  object  in  view  they  had 
put  this  money  on  the  estimates.  He  believed 
the  money  would  be  well  spent. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  would  like  to  sea  the 
whole  vote  struck  out.  He  did  not  think  the 
farmers  should  be  encouraged  at  the  expensa 
of  the  rest  of  the  community.  He  did  not  sea 
why  they  should  have  some  £11,000  allowed  to 
them  when  no  encouragement  was  given  to  any 
other  industry,  and  they  opposed  anything 
being  given  to  tiia  miners  of  the  colony. 

Vote,  £10,999,  agreed  to. 
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C1.AS8  XI. — WoBKiNa  Bailwats  Depabtment. 
Vote,  Oratuities,  £285,  agreed  to. 

Class  XII.— Pobuc  BniLDiNOs. 
Vote,  Pablic  buildings,  £650,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIII. — Defence  Depabthknt. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £5,488. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  when  the 
Martini-Henry  rifles  would  arrive. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  first  iostalment  was 
already  in  the  colony.  If  the  others  were 
procurable  they  would  be  out  by  next  summer. 
He  was  expecting  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  whole  of  them  to  be  out  by  that  time.  He 
TTOuld  cable  Home  as  soon  as  he  got  the  vote 
passed. 

Mr.  DUNCAlt  wanted  to  know  what  pro- 
portion would  be  given  to  the  Volunteers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  about  fifty 
companies  which  had  equal  claims,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  give  them  ten  rifles  each. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked,  if  the  Minister  did  not 
intend  to  give  these  rifles  away,  would  he  take 
into  consideration  the  advisableness  of  taking 
oS  the  duty  ?  He  was  speaking  with  reference 
to  Volunteer  rifles,  as  opposed  to  sporting  rifles. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  must 
look  at  it  from  another  standpoint.  If  people 
'wanted  rifles  they  could  buy  them  from  the 
Qoveroment. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  if  this  £1,000  for  rifles 
was  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  pro- 
oared. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Yes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  a  promise  to  the  rifle-clubs  with 
reference  to  these  rifles,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  Minister  was  treating  the  clubs  fairly,  after 
the  remarks  which  had  been  made  at  Trent- 
ham. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  from  whom  the  rifles  had 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  rifles  were  procured 
through  the  Agent-Oeneral  from  the  War  De- 
partment, and  were  obtained  at  schedule  rates. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  thought  some  concession 
should  be  made  to  rifle-clubs  by  the  admission, 
dnty-free,  of  rifles  intended  for  those  clubs. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  matter  would  be 
considered. 

Vote,  £5,488,  agreed  to. 

Ci>Ass  XIV. — Police  Departueiit. 
Vote,  Miscellaneous  services,  £647,  agreed  to. 

Class  XV. — Minister  op  Lands. 
Vote,  Miscellaneous  services,  £1,885,  agreed 
to. 

FOB  8EBVICES  CHAHOEABLB  TO  THE  POBLIC 
WOBKS  FUND— CHABQBABLE  TO  PABT  I. 
Class  II. — Public  Works  Department. 
Public  Works  Department,  £200. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  said  that  in  1898  Mr.  0. 
Ijock  petitioned  the  House,  and  the  Petitions 
Committee  reported  that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
pension.    The  recommendation,  however,  had 
not  been  carried  out  on  account  of  a  techni- 
cality raised  by  the  Audit  Department.    Mr. 
Ijook  had  petitioned  again  this  session,  and  his 


case  had  been  recommended  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Government. 
Vote,  £200,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV.— Roads. 
Vote,  Main  roads,  £8,200,  agreed  to. 
Vote,  Miscellaneous  roads  and  bridges,  £800, 
agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Pdrlic  BniLDiNos. 
Vote,  Judicial,  £350,  agreed  to. 
Vote,  Hospitals  and  other  charitable  institu- 
tions, £6,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. — Liohthocses  and  Habboub- 

WORKS. 

Vote,  Lighthouses,  £3,000,  agreed  to. 

FOE  SERVICES  CHABOEABIiE  ON  THE  'LANDS 
IMPBOVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Vote,  R  ads  and  Bridges,  £16,945,  agreed  to. 
FOB  8EBVICES  CHABOEABLE  ON  THE 

cheviot  estate  account. 
Class  XVXII. — Ministeb  of  Lands. 
Vote,  Cheviot  Estate  expenses,  £28,  agreed 
to. 

FOB  SEEVICES  CHAEGEABLE  ON  THE  PUBUC 

TBUST  OFFICE  EXPENSES  ACCOUNT. 

Vote,  Public  Trust  Office,  £480,  agreed  to. 

FOB  SERVICES  CHABQBABLE  ON  THE  GO- 

VEENMENT  INSUBANCB  ACCOUNT. 
Vote,    Government   Insurance  Department, 
£15,000,  agreed  to. 

SERVICES  NOT  PBOVIDED  FOB. 

Vote,  Services  not  provided  for,  £9,726  14g. 
id.,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, £206  17s.  7d.,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  PubUo  Trust  Office,  £315  14s.  7d., 
agreed  to. 

Public  Works  Pond.— Past  I. 
Vote,  Railways,  £50,  agreed  to. 
Vote,   Services   in   excess    of   votes,    £1,285 
12s.  lid.,  agreed  to. 
Resolutions  reported  to  the  House. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  two  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  23rd  October,  1894. 


First  BeadingH— Second  EeadingB — Third  Eeadings 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill  —  Hikut&la  No.  1 
Block  Boundary  BlU— Horowhenua  Block  BUI— 
Appropriation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Mining  Bill,  Mining  Districts  Land  Occupa- 
tion Bill,  Land  Drainage  Bill,  Kirikiri  Native 
School  Site  Bill,  Income-tax  Bill,  Police 
Offences  Bill,  Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1080 


Beadings. 


[COUNCIL.]  Horowhenua  Bloch  BUI.  [Oct.  23 


SECOND  BEADINQS. 
Mining  Bill,  Mining  Distriots  Land  Oooupa- 
tion  Bill,  Kirikiri  Native  Sohool  Site  Bill, 
Income-tax  Bill,  Liand  Drainage  Bill,  Police 
Offences  Bill,  Horowhenua  Block  Bill,  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Income-tax  Bill,  Land 
Drainage  Bill,  Kirikiri  Native  School  Site  Bill, 
Mining  Bill,  Mining  Districts  Land  Occupation 
Bill,  Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  disagreeing  with  certain 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  in  this  Bill, 
and  transmitting  reasons  for  so  disagreeing. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richard- 
son, the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  and  the  mover  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  for 
insisting  on  the  Council's  amendments. 

Subsequently,  the  following  reason  for  in- 
sisting was  brought  up  and  agreed  to :  "  That 
the  amendments  made  are  essential  to  the  fait 
and  reasonable  carrying-out  of  the  intention  of 
the  Bill." 

Subsequently,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  desiring  a  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  Council's  amend- 
ments. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson,  and  the  mover  wore 
appointed  Managers  for  the  Conference  on  be- 
half of  the  Council. 

Subsequently, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Conference  on  this  Bill,  and,  in  moving 
its  adoption,  said  the  result  of  the  Confer- 
ence had  been,  practically,  that  the  whole  of 
the  amendments  of  any  importance  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  other  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HIKUTAIA  No.  1  BLOCK  BOUNDARY 
BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving. 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
its  object  was  to  settle  a  long-standing  dispute 
about  boundaries — he  supposed  one  of  the  oldest 
disputes  in  the  colony.  As  the  Bill  was  likely 
to  go  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  any  discussion  on  it 
should  be  taken  when  it  came  back. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  protested  against 
this  Bill  being  read  a  second  time  now.  It  had 
not  been  seen  by  any  member  of  the  Council. 
So  far  OS  he  knew,  it  had  not  been  circulated. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Yes,  it  has. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said.  Well,  no 
one  had  seen  it.  He  asked  why  it  was  not 
introduced  long  ago.  Ho  intended  to  divide 
the  Council,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  understand 
the  nature  of  the  Bill  before  passing  it; 
and  to  throw  the  responsibility  for  the  non- 
passing  of  such  measures  as  this  in  the  closing 


honn  of  the  aenion,  when  they  oonld  not  have 
proper  consideration,  upon  those  on  whom  that 
responsibility  rightly  devolved.  He  moved,  T^hat 
the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time  this  day  three 
months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  wished  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  offer  them  some  ex- 
planation why  the  Bill  should  pass.  He  had 
no  idea  what  it  was,  or  what  part  of  the  colony 
it  affected. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  it 
affected  the  North  of  Auckland. 

The  Hon.  Sir  O.  S.  WHITMORE  said  aU  he 
wanted  to  know  was  that  there  was  some  kind 
of  justification  for  passing  it. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  'now,'  proposed  to  be  omitteid,  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


Ayss,  7. 
McLean 
Montgomery 


Buckley  McLean  Rigg 

Feldwiok  Montgomery      Stewart. 

Mantell 

NoKS,  12. 
Aoland  MaeGregor        Richardson 

Baillie  Oliver  Walker,  L. 

Bamicoat  Pharazyn  Wbitmore 

Bonar  Reynolds  Whyte. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  the  second  time  this  day  three  months. 

HOROWHENUA  BLOCK  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Council  go  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  asked  leave  of 
the  Council  to  make  a  short  statement  explain- 
ing the  reasons  for  this  Bill.  On  the  10th  daiy 
of  April,  1878,  an  order  was  duly  made  by  the 
Native  Land  Court,  under  the  provisions  of 
"The  Native  Lands  Act,  1865,"  and  "The 
Native  Lands  Act,  1867,"  for  tiie  issue  of  a 
certificate  of  title  in  favour  of  Meiha  Keep* 
te  Rangihiwinui — commonly  known  as  Major 
Kemp — under  the  17th  section  of  "  The  Native 
Lands  Act,  1867,"  for  a  block  of  land  at  Horo- 
whenua, in  the  district  of  Manawatu,  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Wellington,  containing 
52,460  acres,  more  or  less;  and  on  the  same 
day  an  order  was  made,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  17th  section  of  "  The  Native 
Lands  Act,  1867,"  for  the  registration  in  tb» 
said  Court  of  the  names  of  148  aboriginal 
natives  of  New  Zealand  as  the  owners  of  this 
land.  The  finding  of  the  Court,  on  whidt 
these  orders  were  based,  was  that  the  Moan- 
poko  Tribe  was  entitled  to  this  land,  and  the 
list  of  owners  was  intended  to  include  all  the 
members  of  the  Muaupoko  Tribe  so  entitled. 
In  the  month  of  November,  1886,  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  sat  at  Palmerston  North  for 
the  purpose  of  partitioning  the  said  block  of 
land,  upon  the  application  of  Major  Kemp. 
On  the  25th  of  November  three  division  orders 
were  made  by  the  Land  Court,  with  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  owners  then  present  in 
Court.  On  the  1st  of  December  other  divisioB 
orders  were   made    by    general   consult,  the 
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resalt  being  that  all  the  persons  named  in  the 
Native  Land  Coart  certificate  of  title  as  owners 
reoeived  on  partition  some  portion  of  the  said 
block  of  land  in  their  own  right.  But  all  the 
portions  so  awarded  in  severalty  were  covered 
with  bush,  and  had  never  been  actually  occu- 
pied or  resided  on  by  the  Muaupoko  Tribe, 
the  effect  of  the  partition  among  the  owners, 
■o  far  as  it  had  now  been  carried,  was  to  leave 
the  residential  portion  of  the  block,  called 
Horowhenna  Ko.  11,  containing  14,975  acres, 
and  including  the  whole  of  the  Horowhenna 
Lake,  quite  intact.  The  tribe,  having  deter- 
mined to  keep  this  portion  of  the  estate  un- 
broken as  a  permanent  home  for  the  people, 
leclined  to  have  the  partition  carried  any 
^rther,  and  moved  the  Court  to  order  the 
issue  of  a  certificate  of  title  for  the  same,  as 
lefore,  in  the  name  of  Major  Kemp.  At  this 
itage  of  the  proceedings  Wirihana  Hunia,  one 
>f  the  registered  owners,  came  forward  as  repre- 
Mnting  the  Hunia  family,  and  objected  to 
the  order  being  in  the  name  of  Major  Kemp 
Uone.  After  a  short  retirement  from  the 
Ziourt  for  consultation.  Major  Kemp  agreed  to 
idmit  the  name  of  Warena  Hunia — Wirihana's 
iroonger  brother — as  co-trustee  with  himself; 
Mid  he  then  applied  to  the  Court  to  join 
VlTarena  Honia  with  him  in  the  order,  which 
iras  done  accordingly,  there  being  no  dissen- 
tient. In  giving  his  consent  to  the  introdnc- 
iion  of  Warena  Hunia's  name,  Major  Kemp 
inderstood  that  he  was  consenting  to  have  a 
ioint  trustee  with  himself  in  the  management 
>f  the  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe  to 
nrhom  it  of  right  belonged ;  and  that  was  the 
universal  belief  among  the  owners  then  present 
in  Conrt,  who  permitted  the  arrangement  to 
l>e  recorded  unchallenged.  After  the  division 
jrders  that  he  had  mentioned  had  been  made, 
k  survey  of  the  block  was  made,  and  a  proper 
}lan  of  the  subdivision  was  prepared  for  the 
jOaii,  after  which  certificates  of  title  were 
>idered  to  be  issued,  in  conformity  with  the 
Movisions  of  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  The 
Ifnaupoko  Tribe,  who  all  along  fully  under- 
itood  and  believed  that  their  interest  in  the 
laid  block  of  land  was  held  by  Major  Kemp 
uad  Warena  Hunia  in  trust,  now  discovered 
iukt,  without  any  intentional  consent  on  their 
)art,  the  whole  estate  had  passed  in  law  to  the 
\yto  persons  named  in  the  order  of  the  Court, 
tnd  that  their  ancestral  home,  on  which  most 
>f  them  had  been  born, — their  houses,  their 
snltivations,  their  burial-places,  and  their  lake 
isbing-grounds, — had  passed  away  from  them 
<or  ever.  No  warning  had  been  given  to  them 
n  Conrt  that  the  effect  of  the  order  to  be  made 
vould  be  to  divert  the  said  lands  from  the 
kcknowledged  owners,  or  that  it  was  necessary 
>r  desirable  that  the  trusts  under  which  the 
Aid  lands  were  held  should  be  in  any  way  de- 
dared  or  protected.  Indeed,  there  was  reason 
o  believe  that  the  Conrt  itself  was  unaware  of 
be  full  effect  of  the  order  it  had  made  ;  other- 
riso  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  how  it  could 
i*ve  allowed  such  an  order  to  be  entered  up 
rithont  a  word  ot  warning  to  those  conoemed. 
Lt  the  sitting  in  February,  1890,  notwithstand- 


ing that  the  trust  in  these  lands  was  insisted 
on  by  Major  Kemp,  and  admitted  by  Warena 
Hunia,  the  Native  Land  Court  proceeded  to 
partition  the  said  lands  as  though  the  same 
were  held  by  them  in  their  own  right,  and, 
after  causing  a  valuation  of  the  estate  to  be 
made,  divided  the  block  into  two  parcels,  called 
Horowhenua  No.  11a,  valued  at  £18,392,  and 
Horowhenua  No.  lis,  valued  at  £13,244,  and 
awarded  them  to  Major  Kemp  and  Warena 
Hunia  respectively.  Major  Kemp,  being  dis- 
satisfied with  the  proceedings  of  the  Native 
Land  Court,  appealed  to  the  Chief  Judge  of 
the  Court  for  a  rehearing,  and  a  rehearing  was 
ordered  accordingly.  This  rehearing  took  place 
in  the  month  of  May,  1891,  before  Judges  Mair 
and  Scannell,  when  Major  Kemp  again  insisted 
upon  the  trust,  and  protested  against  the  land 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Court  as  if  it  were 
the  private  property  of  the  two  trustees.  In 
this  course  he  was  supported  by  the  general 
body  of  ovrners  then  present  in  Court.  The 
said  Judges  declined  to  consider  or  inquire 
into  the  alleged  trust,  believing  that  they  had 
no  power  to  do  so ;  and  they  made  an  order  on 
the  10th  day  of  April,  1891,  confirming  the 
previous  order  for  partition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHYTE.  — What  was  the 
effect? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  said  the  effect 
was  that  they  did  not  consider  it  was  a  ques- 
tion which  was  referred  to  them.  They  had 
only  to  decide  whether  the  portions  awarded 
to  each  party  were  correct.  But  they  went  on 
to  remark, — 

"  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Court 
to  inquire  as  to  how  or  for  what  purpose  the 
certificate  for  that  piece,  clearly  the  property 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Muaupoko,  was 
issued  in  the  names  of  two  persons  only;  but 
the  Conrt  feels  that  under  the  whole  circum- 
stances it  is  its  duty  to  lay  such  facts  as  are 
within  its  knowledge  before  the  Chief  Judge, 
in  order  that,  if  any  application  is  made  on 
the  subject,  he  may  be  in  a  position  to  advise 
as  to  whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  institute 
further  inquiry  into  the  whole  matter,  with  a 
view  to  ultimate  justice  being  done  to  all  the 
parties." 

Then  Warena  Hunia,  finding  that  the  estate 
was  vested  in  himself  personally,  proceeded  at 
once  to  deal  with  the  land,  and  he  sold  1,500 
acres  to  the  Qovemment  at  £4  an  acre — that 
was,  for  £6,000 — and  the  object  of  this  Bill  was 
to  secure  this  £6,000  for  the  trust,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  further  dealings  with  the  estate  until 
the  question  could  be  decided,  which  he  thought 
was  pending,  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  this  was  one  of 
those  Bills  which  it  was  difiioult  for  those  not 
accustomed  to  Native  affairs  to  deal  with.  It 
appeared  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  simply 
to  keep  matters  as  they  were  until  the  equi- 
table rights  were  adjusted  as  between  two  or 
three  parties,  and  he  thought  that  was  the 
utmost  they  could  do.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
follow  the  intricacies  of  the  Native  title,  but  it 
was  evident  there  was  a  very  material  dispute 
between  two  parties,  and,  ha  supposed,  their 
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tribes  as  well,  in  connection  with  this  land. 
He  thought  their  doty  was  to  see  that  these 
things  ware  held  in  suspense  until  the  matter 
oould  be  finally  and  equitably  adjusted.  There 
seemed  to  be  provision  {or  this  in  the  first 
proviso  of  clause  2,  which  said, — 

"  Provided  that  grants  of  rights  to  cut  tim- 
ber shall  not  be  voided  or  affected  by  this 
section.  All  royalties  payable  under  any  such 
grant  shall  be  paid  to  the  Public  Trustee,  who 
shall  retain  the  same  until  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  disputes." 

That  was  supplemented  by  a  further  proviso, 
which,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams  had  stated, 
provided  that  the  Bill  should  not  apply  to  the 
1,500  acres  sold  to  the  Crown  by  Warena  te 
Hakeke.  It  appeared  that  those  1,500  acres 
were  sold  for  £6,000,  of  which  £2,000  had 
already  been  paid  to  Warena ;  but  he  thought 
the  CoQucil  ought  to  make  it  their  business  to 
insure  that  the  balance  of  £4,000  should  be 
held  in  the  same  trust  as  the  royalties  pro- 
vided for  here,  and  he  would  propose,  therefore, 
in  the  6th  clause  to  make  a  proviso  to  that 
efieot.    The  6th  clause  said, — 

"  This  Act  shall  not  apply  to  Her  Majesty, 
or  to  any  portion  of  the  aforesaid  lands  that 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  acquired  by 
Her  Majesty." 

He  would  also  like  to  add  a  few  words,  in 
the  form  of  a  proviso,  to  the  effect  that  the 
balance  of  the  money  which  had  not  yet 
been  paid  to  Warena  te  Hakeke  should  be  held 
by  the  Public  Trustee,  in  the  same  way  as 
funds  which  might  accrue  from  the  royalty  on 
the  cutting  of  timber,  pending  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute,  and  then  no  wrong  could 
be  done  to  any  one  until  finally  the  dispute 
would  be  settled,  which  he  presumed  would  be 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  With  that  he 
would  be  perfectly  willing  to  support  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill.  Clause  3  referred  to  the  same 
thing.  It  said  that  the  estate  and  interest  of 
Warena  te  Hakeke  in  the  Horowhenua  Block — 

"...  shall  stand  charged  with  whatever 
moneys  may,  on  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
aforesaid  disputes  and  the  taking  of  all  neces- 
sary accounts,  be  found  owing  by  the  said 
Warena  te  Hakeke  to  any  of  such  claimants 
or  to  the  said  Te  Keepa  te  Bangihiwinui." 

He  thought,  if  they  tied  up  the  £4,000  in  the 
same  way  as  the  other  moneys  which  might 
come  in,  they  would  be  pursuing  a  perfectly 
safe  and  judicious  course. 

Bill  committed,  reported,  and  read  the  third 
time. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  the  first  and  the  second 
time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  lune  read 
the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said,— I  think,  before 
this  Bill  is  read  a  third  time,  we  ought  to  have 
a  little  consideration  upon  the  matter.  This  is 
now  the  final  act  of  the  session,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  we  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity to  consider  what  we  have  been  doing 
during  the  session.  I  find,  from  a  rough  cal- 
culation, that  we  have  passed  something  like  a 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


hundred  Bills  daring  the  present  session  of 
Parliament.  Of  these,  six  may  be  termed,  as 
they  are  now  designated,  labour  Bills.  Then, 
we  have  been  introduced  to  a  new  phase  of 
legislation,  for  six  of  these  Bills  appertain  to 
banking.  The  new  financial  proposals  are  em- 
bodied in  fourteen  Bills ;  and  then,  of  Native 
Bills  there  are  six,  of  general  Bills  there  are 
fifty-four,  lands  ten,  and  railways  four :  making 
altogether  a  hundred  Bills.  Now,  I  think  we 
ought  to  consider  what  has  been  the  general 
effect  of  our  legislation.  In  connection  with 
the  labour  Bills,  I  will  simply  say  that  the 
Council  has,  I  think,  with  due  deliberation 
acceded  to  a  very  large  extent  to  what  was  the 
popular  feeling  expressed  at  the  last  olectiona 
in  favour  of  certain  of  these  Bills.  These  Bills 
did  not  altogether  meet  with  our  approval,  but 
the  Council,  I  think  wisely,  yielded  to  what 
it  felt  was  public  opinion  upon  these  Bills. 
They  gire,  I  consider,  to  a  very  large  extent 
restrictive  in  character.  They  have  imposed 
upon  us  what,  to  my  mind,  is  a  most  objec- 
tionable feature  —  that  the  whole  of  out 
labour,  the  whole  of  our  works,  and  the  whole 
of  our  earnings  are  to  be  subjected  to  an  in- 
spection which  is  at  once  repugnant  to  our 
nature.  I  think  in  a  new  colony  like  ours  vra 
should  not  be  forced  and  coerced  by  inspectors 
in  every  possible  direction,  in  every  factory,  in 
every  industry  we  have  got  started  in  the 
country,  so  that  we  shall  be  liable  to  having 
an  inspector  coming  to  say,  "  You  are  to  do 
this,  that,  or  the  other."  1  say  that  one  of  the 
charms  of  a  new  colony  is  that  you  are  free 
from  all  these  trammels  and  restraints.  I  have 
known  gentlemen  who  have  left  this  colony 
and  gone  to  England,  and  have  come  back 
again.  Why?  Because  they  could  not  stand 
this  sort  of  thing  there.  If  you  get  a  gun  there 
you  must  also  get  a  license,  and  have  an  in- 
spector. If  you  have  a  carriage  you  have  got  to 
pay  a  tax,  and  there  is  an  inspector  for  that ; 
and  for  so  many  windows  you  have  got  to  pay 
a  tax.  We  are  in  a  free  colony,  which  has  not 
by  any  means  developed  its  resources,  and 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  vexatious  re- 
strictions which  older  countries  require,  and  I 
therefore  say  it  is  with  regret  I  see  any  pro- 
posal to  saddle  the  colony  with  them,  and  find 
the  whole  of  these  restrictions  placed  upon 
capital  and  labour  and  everything  else.  I 
regret,  although  it  is  thought  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  public,  that  so-called  public 
opinion  has  to  a  certain  extent  forced  this 
legislation.  We  yield  to  it.  I  think  we  are 
wise  perhaps  in  yielding,  because,  while  as  a 
nominated  Chamber  it  is  our  duty  to  put  a  check 
upon  hasty  legislation,  yet  it  is  not  oar  doty 
to  be  restrictive  when  the  public  mind  haa 
been  explicitly  expressed,  as  it  has  been  to  a 
certain  extent  upon  these  Bills.  I  pass  over 
that,  because  I  do  not  want  to  dwell  upon  it, 
more  especially  as  the  matter  has  been  fought 
out  between  both  Houses.  Then  we  come  to 
the  banking  legislation.  Now,  we  have  been 
called  upon  to  pass  no  less  than  six  Bills  on 
this  question.  It  is  an  entirely  new  departure 
in  the  finances  of  the  colOny.    I  say  it  was  only 
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inder  the  most  extreme  pressuie  that  could 
x>ssibly  be  put  upon  any  Parliament  that  we 
lancbioned  certain  Bills  going  through  which 
lave  committed  the  colony  to  a  position  that 
B  not,  at  all  events  to  my  mind,  altogether 
satisfactory.  We  have  been  committed  to  a 
sourse  which  has  involved  us  in  a  liability  of 
it  least  two  millions  o{  money  to  one  bank, 
md  without  pledging  ourselves  to  others.  I 
ihlnk  this  is  a  very  serious  matter.  Of  course 
)he  Government,  when  they  brought  the  matter 
iown,  told  us  it  was  a  matter  of  urgency, 
uid  I  question  very  much  whether,  with  the 
cnowledge  we  have  since  gained,  we  should  be 
lisposed  to  take  the  same  view  now  that  we  did 
;hen.  However,  we  have  embarked  upon  that 
lourse,  and  I  say  it  behoves  ns  now  to  try  as 
ar  as  we  possibly  can  to  preserve  the  inter- 
)8ts  of  the  colony  and  the  interests  of  the 
lank  we  have  guaranteed,  and,  with  that,  the 
vhole  financial  condition  of  the  colony.  At 
LDj  rate,  it  has  involved  us  in  an  entirely  now 
leparture,  because  we  have  now  not  only  got 
o  consider  what  are  the  colony's  finances,  but 
vhac  are  the  banking  finances  of  the  colony. 
^e  have  gob  to  do  that  which  I  think  the 
lolony  should  never  have  been  called  upon 
O  do.  I  think  we  should  never  have  been 
tailed  on  to  get  Parliament  to  protect  any  local 
nstitution.  The  oolony  has  quite  enough  to  do 
lo  manage  its  own  financial  concerns  without 
nanaging  the  financial  matters  of  other  bodies, 
>r  being  committed  to  them,  and  I  consider  we 
ihall  have  a  good  deal  of  trouble  before  we 
;et  out  of  it.  I  feel  a  difficulty,  Sir,  in  speak- 
Ag  on  this  matter,  because  it  involves  so  much 
lelicate  negotiation  that  one  does  not  like  to 
lay  much  about  it.  ■  Of  course,  we  want  to  up- 
hold the  credit  of  the  colony  in  every  possible 
aray.  I  feel  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is 
Ultimately  connected  with  the  whole  of  our 
inancial  institutions,  and  therefore  we  do  not 
waat  to  do  anything  that  would  depreciate  it. 
^.t  the  same  time  I  say,  without  the  slightest 
lesitation,  that,  having  now  faced  the  position, 
laving  appointed  the  President  of  the  bank, 
ire  must  put  that  institution  on  a  thoroughly 
lonnd  footing ;  else  we  must  sacrifice  the  two 
nillions  that  are  already  pledged.  I  think,  in 
lonnection  with  that  institution,  "  the  old  man 
>f  the  sea  "  is  the  body  which  has  been  termed 
■be  Globo  Assets  Company.  I  say  the  bank 
tself,  pure  and  simple,  is,  I  believe,  capable  of 
loing  a  very  excellent,  good  business,  and  the 
argest  business  in  the  colony ;  but  as  long  as 
t  is  weighted  with  the  Globo  Assets  Company 
ipon  its  shoulders,  so  long  will  that  be  very 
nuch  to  its  detriment,  and  I  think,  myself, 
ihe  best  plan  would  be  to  separate  the  bank's 
iSairs  altogether  from  those  of  the  Assets 
3ompany.  Let  there  be  a  separate  manager 
'or  the  bonk  to  look  after  the  concerns  of 
ibat  institution,  and  a  distinct  and  separate 
nanager  to  look  after  the  "  globo  assets,"  and 
o  realise  these  as  the  opportunity  may  offer, 
^ny  one  who  knows  anything  about  business 
mows  perfectly  well  this  cannot  be  done  in  a 
noment,  because  the  securities  they  hold  can- 
lot  be  realised  at  a  moment's  notice;  and 


therefore  I  say  we  ought  to  separate  the  two 
institutions,  have  one  manager  for  the  bank,. 
and  have  a  separate  manager  to  look  after  the 
"  globo  assets,"  and  to  realise  them  as  oppor- 
tunity offers  and  as  circumstances  permit. 
You  must  take  reasonable  time  to  do  that.  If 
we  do  that,  I  think  things  will  go  right.  I  say 
most  emphatically,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  globo  assets  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  will  realise  the  million  and  a 
half — the  amount  for  which  they  are  involved 
with  ihe  debenture-holders,  and  I  should  be 
quite  pleased  to  let  the  rest  go.  Of  course, 
these  are  things  that  no  doubt  the  President 
of  the  bank  will  look  thoroughly  into,  and 
probably  deal  with.  But  I  think,  further, 
that  we  should  not  hamper  the  hands  of  the 
man  we  have  chosen  to  appoint  as  President 
of  the  bank — that  we  should  allow  him  a 
reasonable  time  to  thoroughly  inquire  into 
the  position  of  affairs;  but  I  consider,  after 
the  President  has  had  the  opportunity  of  going 
thoroughly  into  these  things,  that,  seeing  the 
colony  is  so  much  interested  in  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  it  would  be  a  very  wise  and 
prudent  thing,  as  far  as  he  cau  reasonably 
do  it,  to  withdraw  its  operations  from  outside 
places,  and  concentrate  the  business .  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  New  Zealand,  and 
not  carry  on  operations  in  other  colonies  and 
countries.  I  think  that,  in  view  of  the  position 
of  things  now  in  England,  that  would  be  a 
very  wise  and  very  prudent  course  to  pursue. 
I  would  give  reasonable  time  to  do  that,  and 
I  should  like  the  President  of  the  bank  to 
thoroughly  investigate  the  securities  it  has 
in  other  colonies.  By  all  means  in  the  world 
avoid  these  things.  The  colony  should  not  be 
hampered  by  the  finances  in  outside  places, 
such  as  Victoria,  South  Australia,  New  South 
Wales,  and  probably  in  London. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — And  Fiji. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Fiji  I  do  not  know 
anything  about.  I  say  we  ought  to  concen- 
trate our  finances  within  our  own  colony, 
and  then,  I  believe,  we  shall  do  a  perfectly 
sound  and  satisfactory  business,  once  we  are 
clear  of  the  incubus  which  lies  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  the 
form  of  the  Globo  Assets  Company.  That  is 
all  I  have  to  say  about  that.  I  am  quite  con- 
fident that  the  bank  itself,  within  the  color.y, 
is  perfectly  able  to  do  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory and  good,  paying  business,  if  it  keeps 
clear  of  outside  countries.  It  is  our  special 
business  to  see  that  this  is  done.  Then  we 
come  now  to  another  class  of  legislation,  which 
I  am  sure  I  face  with — I  do  not  know  what  to 
say— with  dread  and  dismay.  These  are  the 
new  financial  proposals  of  the  Government.  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  I  possibly  could, 
to  face  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  eveiy  desire  to  give  them  a  fair  trial, 
and  to  do  that  which  I  could  to  assist  them. 
But,  Sir,  they  are  of  a  very  gigantic  character. 
I  trust  that  they  will  come  out  right.  They 
have  been  modified,  I  think,  to  a  very  large 
extent  by  the  action  of  the  Council.  They  have 
been  modified,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  right  direc- 
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tion,  and  I  think  the  GoTemment  themgelveg 
'Will  reoogniae  that  what  has  been  done  in  the 
Council  has  been  in  the  way  of  prudence  as 
a&ecting  the  whole  of  the  colony's  finances.  We 
have  given  them  power  to  issue  Consols,  hoping 
thereby  to  give  the  people  a  sound  means  of 
investing  their  money  at  a  moderate  rate  of 
interest.  I  think  possibly  the  thing  may  be  suc- 
cessful. Bat  we  have  also  issued  a  new  policy 
entirely — that  of  lending  money  to  those  who 
are  settling  in  our  country,  and  who  require  a 
certain  amount  of  monetary  assistance ;  and 
the  Council  was  disposed  to  limit  this  power 
of  borrowing  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  the 
value  of  the  security,  but  we  ultimately  gave 
way  and  allowed  them  to  borrow  to  the  extent 
of  three-fifths.  I  think,  if  we  are  going  to 
make  this  thing  a  practical  matter  at  all, 
that  three-fifths  is  about  the  lowest  we  could 
uo  to  so  as  to  assist  men  to  come  and  settle 
in  the  country,  and  to  help  them  along  in 
their  difficulties.  Of  course,  we  are  always 
-exposed  to  the  risk  of  losing  in  these  trans- 
actions, and  particularly  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, when  a  tremendous  depression  exists 
which  affects  all  the  productions  of  the  colony, 
and  I  hope,  for  I  can  only  say  I  hope,  that  this 
legislation  will  be  productive  of  good  results. 
I  think,  as  far  as  the  colony  is  concerned,  we 
have  got  to  the  very  utmost  limit  we  possibly 
-can  go  in  the  way  of  assisting  settlement 
through  this  means,  and  I  trust  the  result  will 
be  satisfactory.  Then,  Sir,  we  come  to  Native 
matters,  and,  of  course,  that  is  a  subject  that 
I  do  not  pretend  to  know  anything  about,  but, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  I  consider  that  the  spirit  of 
all  our  legislation  on  this  point  has  been  to 
try  to  assist  in  settling  the  matter.  In  con- 
nection with  general  matters,  we  have  passed 
fifty-four  Bills.  I  say  this  is  perfectly  mon- 
strous and  absurd.  We  have  no  right  what- 
ever to  pass  legislation  from  year  to  year  which 
requires  fifty-four  Bills  to  amend — Bills  prac- 
tically to  amend  those  Acts  we  have  hitherto 
passed.  I  think  that  we  ought  to  take  more 
time,  and  give  more  consideration  to  the  mea- 
sures we  do  pass,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  passing  fifty-four  Bills  in  one  session  mainly 
to  amend  those  passed  before ;  and  I  think  if 
we  passed  six  or  seven  Bills  in  a  session  after 
-careful  deliberation  it  would  be  far  better  than 
to  pass  Bills,  as  we  now  do,  so  freely,  and  then 
require  to  pass  another  fifty  or  so  to  amend 
them.  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  the 
Bills  which  are  brought  in  should  be  those 
which  were  intended  to  last  for  a  long  time, 
and  that  they  should  not  be  amended  simply 
to  suit  any  particular  case  that  may  arise, 
AS  many  cases  do  arise,  necessitating  this 
large  number  of  alterations.  I  take  it  that 
that  is  a  very  great  mistake.  As  far  as  land- 
legislation  is  concerned,  we  have  only  passed 
ten  measures.  Of  course,  dealing  with  the 
land  in  f.o  many  ways  as  we  are,  I  suppose 
we  could  not  help  it.  And  as  far  as  the 
railways  are  concerned  we  have  only  passed 
four  Bills.  These  are  not  for  making  new  rail- 
ways, and  they  involve  some  very  important 
questions,  which  it  is  hardly  worth  while  for 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


me  to  go  into.  Of  course,  we  have  altered  the 
whole  system  of  our  railway  management, 
and  1  tUnk  we  have  done  so  wrongly.  I  think 
we  were  right  when  we  declared  that  our  nul- 
ways  should  not  be  in  the  hands,  in  any  shape 
or  form,  of  those  exercising  political  conttu. 
They  should  be  entirely  under  the  control  <A 
trustworthy  and  capable  men  whose  objeet  it 
would  be  to  work  these  things  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  colony,  and  so  that  they  might  not 
be  used  in  any  way  for  political  purposes.  I 
do  not  want  to  say  much  about  this  matter, 
hut  if  you  put  into  the  hands  of  any  Govern- 
ment— I  am  not  referring  to  this  Oovemment 
particularly,  but  to  all  Govemments  —  the 
political  control  of  something  like  three  or 
four  thousand  men  who  have  all  got  votes  in 
the  country,  I  say  it  affords  a  great  temptation 
to  any  Government  to  play  into  their  hands 
and  to  do  that  which  wiU  please  them,  instead 
of  doing  that  which  they  ougbc  to  do.  That  is 
absolutely  wrong.  Of  course,  there  will  be 
wrongs  cropping  up  in  connection  with  these 
things,  and  there  must  be  wrongs,  and  they  will 
lead  to  an  amount  of  political  pressure  being 
put  on  any  Government  that  may  be  in  office 
which  should  not  exist.  On  the  whole,  it  would 
be  very  much  better  that  these  things  should 
be  kept  entirely  free  from  political  control.  I 
do  not  want  to  make  a  long  talk  about  this  sort 
of  thing,  and  I  shall  now  only  refer  to  one  or 
two  other  matters  which  I  think  the  Council 
ought  to  consider.  I  want  to  refer  more  par- 
ticularly to  two  Bills  which  were  introduced 
here  relating  to  legitimation  and  divorce  re- 
spectively. The  Legitimation  Bill  became  law. 
The  Divorce  Bill  did  not  become  law.  It  was 
very  ably  introduced  here ;  but  I  think,  if  yon 
are  going  to  shake  the  whole  basis  of  our  soeisJ 
system,  nothing  worse  could  possibly  be  done  in 
a  new  colony,  and  I  deprecate  any  attempt  to 
shake  that  basis.  We  have  quite  enough  to 
do  in  our  social  matters,  and  I  say,  if  we  axe 
going  to  shake  up  the  whole  foundation  of  oar 
social  system,  and  of  our  family  life,  and  every- 
thing else,  by  introducing  measures  like  that, 
it  is  the  very  worst  thing  we  could  do.  I  tmat 
the  Council  will  be  true  to  itself,  and  refuse 
absolutely  to  lend  itself  to  anything  of  the 
kind.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  put 
what  few  thoughts  I  have  on  the  matter  into 
as  short  a  compass  as  possible.  I  feel  assoied 
that  the  Council  will  do  in  the  future  what  it 
has  always  done  in  the  past,  and  set  its  face 
steadily  against  any  violent  change  in  our  laws, 
at  the  same  time  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  yield  to  reasonable  proposals 
coming  from  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
I  consider  the  session  whiqh  is  just  ending  is 
one  of  the  most  important  sessions  which  we 
have  had  in  the  colony.  We  have  been  asked 
to  adopt  a  great  many  new  principles  and 
ideas ;  and,  to  give  a  chance  to  the  new  ideas 
which  have  been  promulgated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, we  have  adopted  them  with  such  safe- 
guards as  we  considered  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Captain  MORRIS.— Sir,  I  wish  to 

say  nothing  on  the  legislation  of  the  session, 

i  which  legislation,  however,  I  hope  will  be  for 
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he  best.  I  am  quite  certain  that  every  mem- 
>et  of  the  Council  has  dona  his  best  to  improve 
he  meaanres  that  have  coma  before  the 
Council.  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
.ha  Coonoil  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
msiness  of  the  country  has  been  dona  in  the 
ast  few  days,  in  the  hope  that  some  one  better 
lualifiad  than  myself  will  move  some  motion 
lext  session  with  a  view  of  preventing  the 
nuh  of  business  that  we  continually  have 
kt  the  end  of  a  session.  Sir,  we  have  passed 
Bills  to-day  and  yesterday  that  I  for  one 
Enow  precious  little  about.  I  have  been  very 
Muceful  not  to  vote  on  those  measures,  be- 
Miuse  I  felt  that  I  ought  not  to  do  so  when  I 
lad  no  knowledge  of  any  measure  we  were 
ksked  to  pass.  I  think,  myself,  that  Bills  that 
some  up  to  the  Council  within  the  last  four  or 
ive  days  of  the  end  of  the  session  should  not 
M  passed  at  all  by  the  Council,  because  it  is 

Site  impossible  to  give  them  proper  attention, 
one  case  that  I  know  of,  a  Bill  was  con- 
ddered  in  Committee  here  before  the  report  of 
ihe  Select  Committee  reached  this  Council, 
ind  we  rely  very  much  on  reports  of  Select 
ISommittees.  I  think  that  kind  of  thing  is 
rery  much  against  proper  legislation.  As  I 
laid  before,  I  hope  some  one  better  qualified 
ihan  myself  will  move  in  the  direction  of  pre- 
senting this  hurried  legislation  in  the  last  aa.ja 
>l  the  session  in  the  future. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Sir,  I 
iMve  listened,  and  I  am  sure  we  have  all 
listened,   to    the   very  instraotive   and   able 

rch  of  the  Eon.  Mr.  Bonar  with  great 
sure.  I  can  testify  to  the  very  great  labour 
uid  pains  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
taken  during  the  session  upon  every  Committee 
on  which  he  has  been  engaged,  and  I  entirely 
Kgree  with  a  great  deal  of  what  he  has  said. 
[  also  agree  in  the  undesirableness  of  bringing 
lown  measures  to  this  Council  such  as  we  have 
passed  from  time  to  time  hurriedly  and  towards 
(ha  end  of  the  session ;  but  unfortunately 
that  has  been  the  Ministerial  practice,  and  no 
aiatter  what  Government  is  in  office  the  same 
thing  will  be  done.  It  is  not  so  much  the 
[ault  of  the  Ocvernment  as  it  is  the  fault  of 
those  in  another  place,  who  seem  to  think  that 
they  can  hurry  measures  through  their  own 
place  and  then  send  them  on  here  to  be  passed 
through  as  quickly  as  they  like:  and  I  think 
that  is  a  bad  practice.  Of  course,  my  great 
desire  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament  has 
always  been  to  make  the  labour  of  the  Council 
as  light  as  possible  by  consulting  the  con- 
venience of  honourable  members  in  every 
possible  way.  I  have  endeavoured  to  save 
Chem  as  much  as  I  possibly  could,  and,  except- 
ing in  one  or  two  instances,  we  have  invariably 
cleared  our  Order  Paper,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  immense  amount  of  work  we  have 
gone  through,  I  do  not  think  we  ever  had 
fewer  night-sittings  than  we  have  had  during 
this  long  and  tedious  session.  I  am,  of  course, 
indebted  to  the  Council  to  a  great  extent  for 
that,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  indul- 
gence with  which  they  have  during  this  session, 


and  in  former  sessions,  treated  me.  I  find 
that  the  longer  we  know  one  another  the 
more  we  seem  to  respect  and  trust  one  an- 
other, and  I  have  invariably  found  that  th» 
Council  has  treated  me  in  that  way.  I  have 
always  taken  the  Council  into  my  confidence, 
and  I  never  will  cease  to  do  so.  To  me  the 
Council  is  paramount  to  any  Government, 
and  I  would  cease  to  be  a  member  of  any 
Government  that  did  not  treat  the  Council 
with  proper  respect.  I  do  not  think  we  have 
any  reason  to  say  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  been  wanting  in  any  respect  to  the 
Council,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  I  think  the 
Counoil  can  always  take  its  own  part  against 
any  men  or  any  Government.  I  wish  to  beat 
testimony  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  several 
Committees  during  the  few  years  I  have  been 
in  the  Council,  especially  the  work  done  by  the 
Iiabour  Bills  Committee  and  the  Statutes  Re- 
vision Committee.  I  do  not  suppose  there  has 
been  so  much  care  and  attention  bestowed 
upon  any  Bills  in  this  colony  as  has  been 
bestowed  on  the  Bills  considered  by  those  two- 
Conunittees;  and  the  measures  of  the  most- 
important  character  which  have  passed  through 
those  Committees  reflect  the  greatest  credit  oik 
those  who  took  part  in  them. 

Bill  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty -thre» 
minutes  past  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  23rd  October,  1894. 

First  BeadinSB— Second  Beadings— Third  Headings 
— New  Pnrmontb  Breakwater  B&ilway— Horo- 
whenua  Block  Bill— Snipping  and  Seamen's  Bill 
— Horowhenna  Block  Bill— Supply — Qovernment 
Advertising— Sbippins  and  Seamen's  Bill— Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General— Charitable  Aid— 
Heriot-Boxburgh  B&ilway— Catlin's  River  Bail- 
way — Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty — Heriot-Box- 
borgh  Bailway — J.  Heron— Inebriate  Asyltima — 
Charitable  Aid  and  Main  Boada  — Inangahua 
Minii«— Native  Expenditure,  Civil  LiBt— Stoats 
and  Weasels— Wood-working^  Machine  —  Parlia- 
mentary OfBoIals — Railway  Befrsshment-bars— 
H.  Paeara— Workmen's  Fares  on  Railways — 
Fruit,  &a.,  sent  to  Hospitals  — E-  Robertson — 
District  Court  Judges  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates—Pnmloe  Insulation— School-teachers  tra- 
.  veiling— Iiicensing  Additional  Bars— Charitable 
Aid— Snnnyside  Asylum- Appropriation  BiU  — 
Horowhenua  Block  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbaeeb  took  the  chair  at   half-past 
eleven  o'clock. 
Fbaxbbs. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Public  Works  Appropria* 
tion  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Hikutaia  No.  1  Block  Boundary  BiU,  Polioe- 
OSenoes    Bill,   Public    Works   Appropriation 
BUI. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Police  OSenoes  Bill,  Hikutaia  No.  1  Block 
Boundary  BiU,  FabUo  Works-  Appropriation 
BiU. 
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Block  Bill. 


[Oct.  23 


NEW  PLYMOUTH  BREAKWATER 
RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing — (1)  What  amount  of  money 
has  been  received  by  the  Railvfay  Commis- 
sioners for  passengers  on  the  New  Plymouth 
line  from  and  to  the  Breakwater  for  the  last 
two  years ;  (2)  what  amount  has  been  received 
for  goods,  Ac,  for  that  period ;  (3)  what  is  the 
oost  of  working  the  said  line ;  and  (i)  state- 
ment showing  the  net  profit  for  the  two  years. 

HOROWHENUA  BLOCK  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
«f  this  Bill,  said  he  had  promised  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  that  he  would  pass  the  Bill. 
He  might  say  there  would  be  some  amend- 
ment made  in  it  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
^Mr.  Bell).  He  thought  it  necessary  that  they 
should  prevent  any  further  dealings  with  this 
block,  and  have  the  questions  concerning  the 
Horowhenua  Block  and  the  transaction  be- 
tween Major  Kemp  and  Warena  te  Hakeke 
definitely  settled.  The  Bill  would,  uf  course, 
prevent  any  farther  dealings  pending  the  final 
settlement  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  a  good  deal  to  say 
about  this  Bill,  because  he  did  not  think  its 
provisions  at  all  met  what  was  required.  If 
the  Minister  was  prepared  to  out  out  clause  2, 
and  to  alter  other  clauses,  he  had  no  further 
objection ;  but  if  he  insisted  on  clause  2  he 
(Mr.  Wilson)  should  proceed  with  what  he  had 
to  say. 

Mr.  SEDDON  suggested  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  wait  until  they  saw  what 
amendments  were  proposed  in  Committee.  If 
there  was  objection  to  the  Bill  he  should  not 
press  it  at  this  stage  of  the  session.  He  was 
only  bringing  it  forward  now  in  accordance 
with  a  promise  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  was  not  sufficient 
for  him,  and,  as  the  Premier  would  not  give  the 
Assurance  he  asked  for,  he  should  therefore 
have  to  take  considerable  objection  to  the  Bill, 
and  he  would  have  to  oppose  it  as  much  as  be 
oould. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— What  are  the  objec- 
tions? 

'  Mr.  WILSON  said  he  would  have  to  take  up 
a  good  deal  of  time  to  state  them.  He  did  not 
propose,  however,  to  go  into  the  history  of  the 
Horowhenua  Block  as  a  whole,  though  even  its 
jiistory  was  very  interesting.  But  he  believed 
the  Bill,  if  it  were  passed,  would  do  a  very  great 
injustice  indeed  to  a  large  number  of  Natives. 
He  proposed  to  deal  with  Horowhenua  No.  II 
and  No.  6.  No.  11  had  been  divided  into  two 
parts — one  with  Hakeke 's  name  to  the  title  and 
one  with  Major  Kemp's.  He  did  not  propose 
to  go  into  the  question  of  the  decision  of  the 
Land  Court,  but  ever  since  then  there  had 
been  a  quarrel  about  the  Horowhenua  land. 
Warena  Hunia,  whose  name  had  been  placed 
in  one  of  the  subdivisions  of  this  block,  had 
given  Donald  Eraser,  of  Rangitikei,  power  of 
attorney  to  act  for  him,  and  since  that  there 


had  been  constant  litigation  in  the  KaMve 
Land  Court,  and  at  the  present  moment  there 
was  litigation  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  case 
was  adjourned  from  Wanganni  to  Wellington, 
and  was  to  be  heard  on  the  29th  of  the  present 
month.  Last  year  Mr.  Eraser  offered  a  piece  of 
land  to  the  Government  on  behalf  of  Hunia,  and 
he  (Mr.  Wilson)  assisted  to  sell  the  land  to  the 
Government.  The  land  in  dispute  surrounded 
the  Township  of  Levin.  There  was  a  large 
quantity  of  beautiful  land  hung  up  there,  pend- 
ing these  quarrels.  The  land  near  the  town- 
ship was  bush,  which  kept  the  roads  in  winter 
in  a  very  bad  state,  owing  to  shading  them  from 
the  sun.  He  was  anxious  that  this  land  should 
be  settled ;  so  he  assisted  to  sell  the  land  to  the 
Government.  There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the 
sale,  he  understood,  on  either  side.  He  might 
say  that  Mr.  Eraser  was  rather  astute,  and, 
havin{(  the  assistance  of  himself,  who  was  on 
the  opposition  side,  he  also  desired 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Is  that  the  gentleman  who 
opposed  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  last 
election? 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  was  so.  As  he  was 
saying,  not  only  did  Mr.  Eraser  have  his  assist- 
ance, but  Mr.  Stevens,  the  present  member  for 
Rangitikei,  was  also  engaged  for  many  weeks 
on  the  case.  He  would  not  have  referred  to 
this  matter  at  all  but  that  this  Bill  proposed 
to  do  a  great  injustice  to  a  number  of  Natives, 
who  apparently  in  the  end  would  lose  this 
land,  and  it  would  all  go  to  lawyers  and  agents. 
In  order  to  show  the  political  significance  this 
Bill  had,  he  would  have  to  relate  a  curious 
incident  which  took  place  in  relation  to  the 
1,S00  acres  sold  to  Government.  He  regretted 
having  to  do  so,  but  it  was  necessary  to  show 
the  political  bearing  the  Bill  bad.  Up  to  the 
last  moment  the  purchase  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  it  was  apparently 
going  to  be  completed.  The  Minister  inspected 
the  land  and  thought  it  was  suitable  for  settle- 
ment. But  those  who  were  in  the  House  would 
remember  that  at  the  close  of  last  session  the 
Premier  assumed  control  of  the  Native  Office ; 
and  then  at  once  there  was  a  change.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Eraser  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Opposition  and  an  opponent  of  the  Government, 
but  the  Premier  was  very  anxious  to  get  him 
to  stand.  The  Premier  and  Mr.  Carroll  asked 
him  to  stand  for  the  Otaki  District,  but  Mr. 
Eraser  refused  to  do  so.  However,  the  Pre- 
mier had  occasion  to  go  to  Eeilding  to  speak. 
It  was  that  celebrated  occasion  when  he  made 
the  statement  about  Mr.  Ballance  desiring  him 
to  take  the  lead  of  the  party;  and  his  visit 
was  on  the  11th  October.  Before  going  there 
ho  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Eraser  asking  him  to 
meet  him  at  Eeilding.  Mr.  Eraser  got  into 
the  Premier's  carriage  and  travelled  to  Palmers- 
ton  from  Eeilding;  —  the  distance  between 
Eeilding  and  Palmerston  was  about  eleven 
miles.  At  Palmerston  Mr.  Eraser  left  the 
Premier's  carriage,  and  announced  that  he 
was  going  to  stand  for  the  Otaki  seat.  It 
was  rather  a  quick  conversion,  but  it  was  done, 
for  it  was  not  in  the  interests  of  the  Opposi- 
tion he  was  going  to  stand,  but  as  a  QoTam- 
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ment  sapporter.  Then  came  the  gtrangest 
ooinoidence  possible.  Before  this  the  sale  bad 
been  bung  up  by  the  Premier  when  be  assumed 
control  of  the  Native  Office.  But  on  the  15th 
of  the  month  the  sale  was  absolutely  effected, 
and  the  records  on  the  table  of  the  House  showed 
that  the  1,500  acres  was  absolutely  sold  to  the 
Government.  He  had  omitted  to  say  that  Mr. 
Fraser  was  himself  personally  interested,  as 
he  had  advanoed  a  large  sum  of  money  to 
Warena  Hunia  on  the  strength  of  the  sale. 

Ifr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  aware  that  the  owner  was  in  communi- 
nation  with  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  long  before 
he  died. 

Mr.  WIIiSON  was  quite  aware  of  that,  and 
bad  stated  distinctly  that  when  the  Premier 
ueumed  office  negotiations  were  stopped.  After 
the  journey  from  Feilding  to  Palmerston  the 
hitch  was  got  over;  and  on  the  16th  of  the 
month — six  days  afterwards — the  sale  was  com- 
pleted. Now,  the  inference  was  quite  clear  to 
bis  mind — and  it  might  be  so  to  the  minds  of 
sther  members — that  that  journey  and  sale  had 
k  good  deal  to  do  with  Mr.  Fiaser  standing  for 
the  Otaki  seat.  But,  although  the  sale  had 
l>een  effected,  the  money  was  not  paid  over,  as 
bhere  was  a  caveat  lodged  by  Natives  inter- 
ssted  against  any  sum  being  paid  to  Warena, 
u  be  was  said  to  be  a  trustee.  The  Minister 
}f  Lands  had  assured  the  House  no  payment 
irould  be  made  until  the  owners  were  ascer- 
tained. Yet  an  article  appeared  in  the  Even- 
vng  Pott  on  the  18th  of  this  month,  showing 
that,  althoDgh  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court 
ivas  pending  as  to  whether  Warena  Hunia  was 
tmstee  or  not,  the  Qovernment  had  paid — only 
k  week  or  two  before  the  case  oamo  on — &ifi(Xi 
to  Warena  Hunia  out  of  the  £6,000  due  for  the 
land.  Warena  might  be  entitled  to  the  whole 
>f  the  money ;  but,  pending  the  settlement  of 
the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  especially 
ifter  the  promise  of  the  Minister,  the  Govern- 
ment had  committed  an  illegal  act  in  paying 
>Ter  any  money  at  all.  Mr.  Fraser  was  said 
to  have  received  £500  of  this ;  and  yet  clause 
S,  to  which  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  took  such  excep- 
iion,  legalised  this  payment,  and  those  inter- 
»ted  could  have  no  recourse  at  law.  There 
lad  been  a  number  of  compromises  attempted, 
>ne  of  which  he  had  assisted  in  himself,  be- 
!&use  he  felt  that,  if  they  went  to  law,  what 
letween  lawyers'  and  other  expenses  the  land 
jelonging  to  the  Muaupoko  Tribe  would  all  go  to 
)ay  their  expenses.  The  compromise  he  spoke 
>f  was  that  Warena  should  hand  back  to  the 
xibe  half  the  block  held  in  his  name — both  in 
irea  and  value.  This  fell  through,  because  the 
aribe  thought  they  were  not  getting  a  fair  divi- 
ion.  Then  the  tribe  sent  a  deputation  to  the 
premier,  and  Mr.  Edwards  appeared  for  them. 
kfter  the  Natives  had  stated  that  the  piece  of 
and  they  were  offered  was  of  poor  quality, 
tnd  they  would  only  be  left  the  sandhills,  Mr. 
Edwards,  on  their  behalf,  offered  another  oom- 
iromise.  This  was  "  that  Warena  should  take 
or  himself  and  his  family  the  £6,000  due  from 
loTemment,  and  leave  the  balance  of  the 
•lock  to  the  tribe."    This  was  not  listened  to, 


and  also  fell  through.  At  this  interview  the 
Premier  promised  to  have  the  land  reported  on, 
and  a  valuation  made  of  the  different  shares — 
the  one  proposed  to  be  taken  by  Warena,  and 
the  other  share  that  was  to  be  handed  over  to 
the  tribe — and  Mr.  Kennedy  Macdonald  was 
accordingly  sent  up,  and  made  his  report,  which 
was  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  following 
was  a  summary  taken  from  his  report : — 

Copy  of  Valuatinn  of  Shares  in  Block  11.— (From 
Mr.  Kennedy  Macdonald'»  Report.) 
Land  proposed  to  be  ceded  by  ^^arena         £ 

Hunia 3,890 

Land  proposed  to  be  retained  by  Warena 

Huula 4,150 


Total  value  of  land  to  be  dealt  with  . 


£8.000 

£ 
8,000 

6,000 


Valuation  of  lands  as  above         

Purchase  -  money  of  laud  for  Gtovern- 
xuentfarm 

Total  value  of  Hunia's  original  share 

in  Block  11 £14,000 

Something  like  a  hundred  and  twenty  of  these 
Natives  were  interested  in  the  block,  and 
yet  they  were  to  be  given  land  valued  at  £3,850 
according  to  that  report,  while  one  individual 
was  to  get  land  to  the  value  of  £4,150  as  well  as 
£6,000  in  cash,  £2,000'of  which  he  had  received 
— an  altogether  unfair  division.  If  there  had 
been  a  fair  compromise,  and  the  tribe  hod  been 
given  half  the  value,  he  was  quite  certain  the 
Natives  would  have  agreed  to  it.  This  Bill  was 
intended  to  settle  this  Horowhenua  case,  but 
it  seemed  to  him  that  it  had  done  nothing  of 
the  kind.  As  far  as  he  could  see,  the  worst 
part  of  the  Bill  was  contained  in  clause  2. 
As  he  had  said,  the  Government  hod  made 
a  payment  that  was  illegal.  But  this  Bill 
seemed  to  legalise  the  payment  to  Warena. 
Moreover,  if  this  Bill  stepped  in  between  the 
parties  in  the  case  that  was  at  present  going  on 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  would  be  an  extremely 
wrong  proceeding.  One  very  curious  point  was 
this  :  that  when  Kemp's  petition  was  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  that  session  the  Pre- 
mier, because  there  was  a  Court  case  going  on, 
brought  in  a  motion,  and  it  was  passed,  that, 
as  there  was  a  Supreme  Court  case  pending, 
the  Committee  would  not  deal  with  the  peti- 
tion; and  yet  here  at  tlie  end  of  the  session, 
when  half  the  members  were  going  away,  and 
when  no  one  would  take  an  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, the  Premier  brought  this  Bill,  which  did 
precisely  that  same  thing :  if  passed,  it  would 
interfere  with  a  case  now  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  If  they  were  to  set  up  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  it  and  deal  with  it  next  session, 
he  tiiought  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
that.  There  was  another  block — No.  6 — ^which 
was  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  This  was  also  a 
very  far-reaohing  and  serious  case,  and  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  Natives  or  Kemp,  who  was  trustee,  to  go 
before  the  Native  Land  Court  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  the  ownership.    Clause  3  said, — 

"  For  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of 
all  claimants  in  respect  of  the  Horowhenua 
Block  as  against  the  said  Warena  te  Hakeke 
end  Te  Keepa  te  Rangihiwinui,  it  is  hereby  de- 
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olared  that,  notwithBtanding  anything  in  any 
Act  to  the  coQtrary,  all  deaJings,  nhethei  by 
iray  of  sale,  lease,  charge,  or  otherwise  how- 
■oever,  with  the  {oUowing  lands  and  intetests 
in  lands,  shall,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the 
Oovemor  in  Council,  be  absolutely  void." 

Now,  he  wished  to  bring  another  matter  for- 
ward which  this  clause  aSeoted.  Mr.  Peter 
Bartholomew,  as  most  people  on  the  West 
Ooast  knew,  was  a  very  good  and  useful  settler, 
who  had  spent  a  large  amount  of  money  in 
sawmilling  and  had  employed  a  large  number 
of  men.  He  erected  one  of  the  finest  mills  in 
the  colony,  and  was  depending  upon  getting 
timber  from  this  block  under  a  cutting-right  he 
held.  He  had  made  some  arrangements  with 
the  State  farm  to  cut  timber,  of  which,  how- 
evei,  there  was  only  a  small  quantity.  There 
was  a  dispute  also  as  to  who  were  the  owners 
of  this  land,  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  had  agreed 
to  pay  the  royalty  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
pending  the  settlement  of  the  ownership.  That 

.an  was  an  extremely  fair  proposal,  and, 
indeed,  a  very  good  one  for  the  Na- 
tives themselves,  because,  when  they  came  to 
get  the  land  into  their  own  hands,  tney  would 
also  get  a  considerable  sum  of  money  as  well, 
and  the  value  of  their  land  would  be  en- 
hanced. Mr.  Bartholomew  had  put  a  tramway 
through  the  block,  and  altogether  had  gone  to 
an  expenditure  of  some  £2,000.  Glause  8  in 
the  Bill  would  absolutely  stop  all  the  cutting- 
rights,  and  the  lease  would  be  void ;  and,  as  fax 
as  he  oould  see,  the  mill  would  probably  be 
stopped.  He  would  ask,  in  the  interests  of 
this  gentleman,  and  of  the  district,  and  of  a 
number  of  men  who  were  employed  at  the 
mill,  that  something  should  be  done  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  If  the  Minister 
would  do  as  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
had  recommended  —  namely,  simply  set  up  a 
Commission  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
this  question — he  would  have  no  objection. 
He  thought  that  the  circumstances  should  be 
inquired  into ;  and  he  might  say  that,  what- 
ever the  decision  arrived  at  was,  he  would  be 
perfectly  prepared  to  abide  by  it  and  to  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  CARROLL  desired  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  He  never  knew  that  Mr.  Fraser 
was  going  to  contest  that  electorate  until  he 
saw  the  announcement  in  the  papers. 

Mr.  STEVENS  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  the 
honourable  member  for  Otaki  making  the  one- 
sided statement  which  he  had  done  for  the 
purposiB  of  gaining  sympathy  for  the  party  that 
supported  him.  It  was  well  known  that  Mr. 
Donald  Fraser  was  one  of  the  strongest  sup- 
porters of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  had 
been  so  ever  since  his  advent  to  politics.  But 
because  Mr.  Donald  Fraser  chose  to  advance 
with  the  times  his  erstwhile  friend  immediately 
turned  round  upon  him  and  said  he  oould  no 
longer  give  him  any  support.  He  had  supported 
him  from  the  inception  of  this  trouble  down  to 
the  commencement  of  the  election ;  and  because 
Mr.  Donald  Fraser  had  chosen  to  think  and 
act  for  himself  politically  he  was  all  wrong; 
his  so-called  friend  had  turned  round  and 
ifr.  WiUon 


assisted  in  maintaiiiiDg  the  great  injostio* 
which  had  been  done.  The  facts  were  that 
in  1872  a  block  of  land  called  the  HoTowhena» 
Block,  comprising  52,000  acres,  were  passed 
through  the  Native  Land  Court  entirely  at  the 
expense  of  Warena  Hunia's  father.  Snbsa- 
quently  a  subdivision  of  that  block  took  plaoe, 
and  various  portions  of  the  land  were  awarded 
to  the  various  hapns  of  the  Moaupoko  tribe. 
After  having  dealt  with  these  subdivisions 
there  remained  a  balance  of  fourteen  thon- 
sand  odd  acres.  The  Native  Land  Conxi 
awarded  that  land  to  Major  Kemp  and 
Warena  Hunia;  they  held  the  lands  jointij 
under  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  There  was 
dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  some  Natives 
who  had  little  or  no  claim  to  the  land,  and  a 
rehearing  was  asked  for  and  granted.  The  re- 
hearing confirmed  what  had  been  done  by  the 
first  Court.  A  subdivision  took  place ;  the  sab- 
dividing  Court  awarded  half  to  Warena  and 
half  to  Major  Kemp.  Warena,  from  the  time 
he  received  his  half,  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Government  1,S00  acres,  wishing  to  retain  a 
portion  for  himself  and  his  family,  numbering 
sixteen  persons  of  the  highest  rank  among  the 
whole  of  the  owners  of  the  58,000  acres.  What 
be  wished  to  retain  for  himself  and  the  family 
to  which  he  belonged  was  2,000  aotes,  and  he 
returned  to  the  Natives  not  8,000  acres,  as  had 
been  stated,  but  8,600  acres.  He  (Mr.  Stevens) 
had  a  letter  in  his  possession  in  which  the 
writer  said  that  if  the  land  were  for  sale  he 
was  prepared  to  give  £8,000  cash  for  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Otaki  wished  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  land  was  worth 
only  £3,800. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  read  from  Hr. 
Kennedy  Macdonald's  report. 

Mr.  STEVENS  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  had  a  letter  in  his 
sion  in  which  an  ofier  of  £8,000  was  made. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Who  is  he? 

Mr.  STEVENS.— The  writer  was  a  bona  fid* 
purchaser.  He  might  point  out  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  600  acres  between  the  acreage 
given  and  that  spoken  of  by  the  hanoarable- 
member  for  Otaki.  It  was  alleged  by  tiie 
party  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
supporting  that  Warena's  intention  was  to  de- 
prive the  whole  of  these  people  of  their  homes. 
He  had  never  attempted  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind.  It  was  also  alleged  that  Warena  was 
exercising  control  over  the  whole  14,000  acrei^ 
from  which  it  was  said  he  was  going  to  drive 
the  people  ofi.  Such  was  anything  bat  his 
intention.  Kemp,  who  owned  the  other  half  of 
the  block,  had,  ever  since  it  went  through  the 
Court  in  1876  to  the  present  time,  received  rent 
from  it.  He  received  over  £5,000  rent  in  one 
case. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  was  not  supporting 
Kemp. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked,  if  the  honourable  genUe- 
man  was  not  supporting  Kemp,  whom  was  he 
supporting  ? 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  was  supporting  the 
Natives  of  the  tribe. 
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Vx.  STEVENS  said  Kemp  was  chief,  and 
had  received  £5,000  odd  in  rent.  Kemp  had 
also  received  cash  for  800  acres  of  land  which 
iraa  sold  to  Mr.  Sievwright.  All  this  money 
went  into  Kemp's  own  pocket. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  l^mp  woald  have  to  ao- 
oount  for 'this  money. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  probably  he  would  have 
to  SMsoount  for  it  when  he  was  made  to  do  so,  bat 
not  before.  Kemp  had  not  only  done  that,  but 
»t  Ijsvin  proper  there  was  an  area  of  land  sold 
for  a  speoific  purpose.  That  land  was  sold  in 
order  wat  funds  might  be  obtained  for  sub- 
divisional  surveys.  While  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  benches  were  in  office, 
and  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson  was  Native 
Minister  he  paid  over  the  £3,000  in  a  lump  sum 
to  Major  Kemp  alone,  instead  of  devoting  that 
£3,000  towards  the  release  of  the  land  from  the 
survey  lien.  Now,  honourable  members  would 
see  the  great  injustice  which  had  been  done  to 
Maaupoko. 

An  Hon.  MBMBBit. — ^Tbat  is  only  as  to  Block 
11. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  it  had  to  do  with  part  of 
the  whole  block.  He  was  endeavouring  to  show 
that  a  person  who  was  in  Block  11  was  rightfully 
in  Block  11.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Native  Laud 
Court  the  Natives  agreed  amongst  themselves 
that  they  would  say  as  they  would  have  said 
had  Warena  Hunia's  father  been  alive — they 
would  have  said,  "  You  own  the  land  and  you 
own  the  people."  That  was  Native  custom. 
It  would  be  an  absurdity  according  to  Euro- 
pean law,  but  according  to  Maori  law  that 
was  a  fact.  It  was  a  fact  that  the  chief 
owned  the  land  and  owned  the  people.  Such 
being  the  case,  according  to  Native  custom, 
the  Natives  did  exactly  what  they  might  be 
expected  to  do.  They  had  this  land  awarded 
to  Warena  Hunia,  so  that  he  might  deal  fairly 
with  the  people.  What  would  be  the  result  if 
he  did  not  deal  fairly  with  them  ?  He  would 
no  longer  be  that  which  his  family  had  been 
from  time  immemorial — a  chief  and  leader  of 
the  tribe.  The  case  was  now  pending  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  whole  of  the  evidence 
had  been  taken,  and  the  law-points  would  be 
argued  on  the  29th  of  the  present  month.  It 
was  not  fair,  therefore,  to  bring  the  matter 
up  and  ask  the  Hoase  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  it. 

Mr.  BELL. — Who  is  bringing  the  matter 
op?    It  is  this  Bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  matter  was  brought 
up  by  Mr.  Mitohelson  before  there  was  any 
thought  of  the  present  Bill.  It  was  he  who 
pressed  for  the  Bill,  and  now,  having  got  the 
Bill,  he,  through  his  agent,  expressed  dissatis- 
faction. It  amused  him  very  much  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Otaki  objecting  to  one 
clause.  If  he  (Mr.  Stevens)  were  to  suggest 
the  striking-out  of  another  clause  it  would 
result  in  the  Bill  becoming  as  useless  as  a 
piece  of  blank  paper.  He  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  nothing  but  justice 
bad  been  proposed  in  regard  to  the  petitioners. 
Warena  afterwards  made  a  fair,  honest  pro- 
posal, and  said,  *'  That  is  the  way  in  which  I 

VOL.  loaxvL-es. 


propose  to  deal  with  that  half  of  the  land 
awarded  to  me ;  and  how  does  Kemp  propose  to 
deal  with  it? ','  Kemp  made  no  offer  whatever ; 
and  because  of  a  family  feud  between  Kemp's 
people  that  was  to  be  the  reason  why  the  Mu- 
aupoko  Tribe,  or  Warena's  section  of  the  tnbe, 
were  to  be  persecuted.  For  years  they  had 
been  persecuted  because  there  had  been  some 
Europeans  at  the  back  of  Major  Kemp.  That 
was  the  reason  why  all  this  trouble  had  arisen, 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  BiU 
would  pass  it  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
printed.  It  would  do  fair  justice,  and  cer- 
tainly not  an  injustice,  to  the  Natives.  He  did 
not  think  the  Bill  went  far  enough,  beoatase 
it  ought  to  compel  Kemp  to  account  for  the 
whole  of  the  money  that  he  had  received  from 
the  beginning,  and  from  the  time  the  land 
was  passed  turough  the  Native  Land  Court. 
He  wished  to  move  in  that  direction,  and,  as 
the  question  was  confined  to  the  title  to  No.  11, 
he  had  made  these  remarks  in  order  to  show 
that  injustice  was  being  done  to  Warena  and 
not  to  Kemp. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  rights 
or  wrongs  of  the  dispute  concerning  the  Horo- 
whenua Block,  but  a  very  brief  statement  would 
show  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  Bill.  It 
was  recorded  in  Hansard  of  last  year  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  promised  the  House 
that  he  would  not  pay  any  money  over  until 
the  dispute  was  settled ;  yet  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Bill  provided  that  the  Government  might 
pay  over  to  Warena  £6,000 ;  and  the  Bill  went 
on  to  admit  practically  that  Warena  was  a 
trustee,  and  tied  up  his  lands  in  order  that 
there  might  be  security  for  moneys  that  might 
be  found  to  belong  to  the  real  Native  owners. 
They  had  already  paid  £2,000,  of  which  Mr. 
Fraser  had  got  his  £500.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei  had  misrepresented  this 
matter  as  gravely  as  ever  he  had  heard  any 
question  misrepresented  in  the  House — possibly 
because  he  did  not  know  the  facts.  The  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court,  in  giving  evidence 
the  other  day  in  Wanganui,  stated  that  when 
the  two  names  were  put  in  the  title  to  No.  11 
it  was  openly  stated  in  the  Court,  within  his 
hearing,  that  these  two  men  would  hold  the 
land  in  trust  for  the  Muaupoko  Tribe,  and  the 
certificate  of  title  was  issued  because  the  order 
of  the  Court  had  failed  to  declare  the  trust. 
Every  member  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
knew  that  this  was  correct,  and  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  who  he 
hoped  before  the  discussion  closed  would  say 
whether  or  not  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Muau- 
poko Tribe  were  the  owners  of  the  land.  The 
certificate  was  issued  to  Warena  Hunia  and 
Kemp  in  trust,  and  Kemp  admitted  the  trust, 
while  Hunia  denied  it.  If  he  denied  the  trust, 
why  did  he  now  propose  to  surrender  8,500 
acres  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  had  ahready  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  honourable  gentleman's 
explanation  was  too  thin,  and  he  knew  very 
well  that  Hunia  was  a  trustee,  and  had  never 
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ventured  to  deoj  the  fact  except  on  paper  in 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  had  bad  the 
pleasure  on  one  occasion  of  being  present  in 
the  Native  Land  Court  when  this  matter  was 
investigated,  and  when  witnesses  called  by 
Hunia  to  denj  the  trust  had  been  compelled  to 
admit  it.  He  believed  it  might  be  decided  in 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
that  the  trust  was  legally  established ;  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  entered  into  some 
engagement  with  Mr.  Fraser,  who  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter,  and  he  was  going  to  pay 
over  the  £6,000  to  Warena,  simply  for  the  pur> 
pose  of  giving  him  a  sum  of  money  to  go  and 
squander.  There  could  be  no  other  object  in 
paying  the  money  to  Warena,  because  the 
money  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  paid  to  him.  There  was  no  question  that 
if  paid  to  him  the  whole  of  the  money  would 
disappear.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  had  been  acting  for 
Warena  at  one  time,  until  he  found  that  the 
only  people  who  had  any  real  interest  in  the 
block  were  the  Muaupoko  Tribe,  and  he  had 
then  refused  to  act  any  longer  for  a  man  who 
was  simply  robbing  the  other  owners. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  has  Kemp  done  with 
the  £20,000  be  has  disposed  of  ? 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  of  Kemp  might  be  perfectly 
true,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  him  that  Kemp 
should  be  made  to  account  for  the  money,  but 
he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
him.  Kemp  had  admitted  the  right  of  the 
Native  tribe.  He  knew  Warena  well  enough  to 
know  that  he  would  not  do  this  wrong — that 
he  would  not  be  guilty  of  it — unless  pressed 
to  do  so  by  those  who  were  giving  him  this 
advice.  He  was  kept  out  of  the  Court  and 
prevented  from  giving  his  evidence  because 
certain  men  knew  that  when  ho  gave  his  evi- 
dence he  would  tell  the  truth.  That  was  the 
reason  for  the  2ud  clause  of  the  Bill.  But 
whether  this  was  passed  or  not,  the  Govern- 
ment would  pay  the  balance  of  £4,000  just  as 
they  paid  the  £2,000.  He  objected  to  Parlia- 
ment indorsing  such  a  transaction  after  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  had  reported  a 
trust 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  they  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  BELL  said  they  had,  and  he  was  very 
much  astonished  to  hear  the  honourable  gentle- 
man say  that.  He  would  look  up  the  report  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and,  if  wrong, 
would  withdraw  his  statement,  but  he  was 
pretty  sure  he  was  right.  The  Native  Land 
Court  had  reported  that  it  was  bound  in  law 
to  hold  the  two  to  be  the  sole  owners  of  the 
block,  but  the  Court  was  of  opinion  that  the 
other  Natives  had  been  wronged  by  that  legal 
position.  There  was  no  remedy  if  the  Supreme 
Court  action  failed.  He  agreed  with  the  latter 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  which  tied  up  the  rest  of 
the  block  so  that  it  should  not  be  disposed  of; 
but  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  merely  to 
gratify  one  or  two  supporters  of  the  honourable 
members  on  the  Government  benches,  although 
a  Minister  had  promised  the  House  faithfully 
lost  year  that  it  should  not  be  done.  He  did 
Mr.  Bell 


not  think  the  House  should  pass   the  Bill, 

especially  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  desired  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  the  promise  he  gave 
last  year  to  Mr.  Parata,  who  asked  that  the 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  State  farm  at 
Levin  should  not  be  paid  away.  The  Ministec 
then  very  deiinitely  promised  as  follows : — 

"  He  did  not  know  that  the  department  had 
any  right  now  to  go  beyond  the  title,  bat  ha 
could  promise  the  honourable  gentleman  this : 
that,  if  the  Government  did  negotiate  for  the 
purchase  of  that  block,  they  would  take  very 
good  care,  before  a  purchase  was  made,  or  before 
any  money  was  paid  over,  that  the  intereste  of 
the  beneficiaries  should  be  respected,  and  that 
they  should  get  the  proper  value  for  the  land." 

About  a  month  ago  the  Minister  had  paid 
a  cheque  for  £2,000  to  Warena  Hunia:  and 
Warena,  when  cross-examined  on  the  15th  of 
the  present  month  in  regard  to  it,  was  asked 
what  had  become  of  that  money,  and  in  his 
sworn  reply  he  stated  that  the  £2,000  was  now 
spent,  and  that  he  did  not  give  any  of  it  to 
the  tribe.  No  doubt  the  Minister  had  over- 
looked the  promise  he  had  made  to  the  House. 
There  was  now  another  sum  of  £4,000  to  be 
paid,  and  he  would  ask  the  Minister  if  he  was 
going  to  give  away  this  £4,000  to  Warena  Hunia 
to  spend. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  he  would  get 
nothing. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  Major  Kemp  and 
Warena  Hunia  were  trustees  for  this  property, 
and  not  the  owners,  and  it  was  high  time  the 
matter,  which  had  been  before  the  House  from 
time  to  time,  was  settled.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  pay  the  money  until  it  was 
decided  who  was  to  get  it.  He  desired  also  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Premier  to  this  fact : 
that  Mr.  Donald  Fraser,  in  Court  the  other  day, 
had  stated, — 

"...  I  have  assisted  to  carry  on  the 
negotiations  from  the  commencement.  The 
Natives  may  perhaps  owe  me  £800  or  £1,000. 
They  have  paid  me  £500  recently.  Wtuona 
paid  this  to  me  about  a  month  or  six  weeks 
ago.  I  had  become  security  to  the  bank  for 
£500.  Warena  paid  this  off  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  block.  He  has  discharged  £500 
to  me  also  out  of  these  proceeds.  I  have 
had  an  immensity  of  trouble.  I  charge  them 
a  guinea  a  day  and  my  expenses.  This  has 
been  going  on  since  1889.  ...  I  arranged 
the  sale  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  McKenzie — 1,500 
acres  at  £4  an  acre.  I  procured  the  payment 
of  £2,000  to  Warena  Hunia.  I  made  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  McKenzie  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session.  I  asked  for  the 
money.  The  Government  said  they  would 
look  into  it  and  let  me  know.  The  transfer  was 
executed  over  twelve  months  ago.  On  the  2l8t 
October  the  transfer  was  executed.  I  was 
present.  The  consideration  was  not  paid 
then.  There  were  two  or  three  caveats.  I 
believe  that  the  incomplete  state  of  the  snr- 
vey  was  the  chief  reason  for  not  paying  over 
the  money." 

On  the  Premier's  famous  railway  joamey 
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Erom  Feilding  to  Palmerston  Mr.  Fraser  accom- 
panied him,  and  what  evidently  occarred  re- 
minded him  of  an  incident  in  the  life  of  the 
late  Sir  John  Macdonald,  of  Canada.  A  news- 
paper hotly  opposed  Sir  John,  who  was  however 
victorious.  Tiie  Premier  threatened  to  with- 
hold the  Government  advertisements,  and  the 
editor  wired  back,  "  It's  a  deuoed  sharp  curve, 
but  I'll  take  it."  So  on  this  train-journey  Mr. 
Fraser  made  the  sharp  curve,  from  being  a 
red-hot  Conservative  on  the  Feilding  platform, 
to  a  fall-blown  Liberal  candidate  for  Otaki 
on  getting  out  at  Palmerston.  Warena  was 
uked  what  be  did  with  this  £2,000 ;  and  did 
the  Premier  know  that  Mr.  Donald  Fraser 
jot  £S0O  out  of  this  £2,000?  Warena  Hunia 
swore  in  his  evidence  that  he  gave  £500  to 
Donald  Fraser,  and  Donald  Fraser  admitted 
it.  When  the  Premier  bought  this  land  from 
Warena  Hunia,  for  whom  Donald  Fraser  was 
Msting  as  agent,  it  was  caveated  three  deep, 
uid  in  spite  of  these  caveats  the  money  was 
paid.    Mr.  Fraser  said, — 

"  I  spoke  first  to  Mr.  Seddon,  who  referred 
me  to  Mr.  McKenzie.  1  said  that  the  man 
who  had  sold  the  land  was  hard-pressed  for 
>he  money.  Yes,  I  spoke  a  little  Gaelic  to 
aim.  The  money  came  down  about  a  month 
ttgo.  I  had  applied  for  it  at  the  beginning 
>f  the  session.  ...  I  got  £500  out  of  the 
B2,000.  I  have  a  very  considerable  sum  yet 
»  receive." 

So  that  after  a  little  Gaelic  was  talked  between 
ihese  gentlemen  the  whole  matter  wag  settled 
up,  and  the  £2,000  wag  paid,  while  £4,000  was 
itill  owing.  He  thought,  before  the  money  was 
pven  to  Warena  Hunia,  the  beneficiaries  should 
le  consulted.  He  would  agree  to  an  amend- 
ment that  none  of  the  remaining  £4,000  should 
;o  until  the  title  was  ascertained.  He  would 
ihen  have  no  objection  to  its  being  paid  over. 
He  had  nothing  to  say  as  to  the  price,  or  any- 
•hing  else  in  reference  to  the  purchase.  He 
lelieved  this  matter  had  been  a  scandal  and 
k  discredit  to  all  previous  Governments.  He 
ihought  the  Premier  should  take  the  matter 
ip  this  year,  and  set  op  a  final  Court  of 
Appeal  to  settle  it.  The  history  of  this  block 
iras  a  most  painful  one.  A  number  of  unfor. . 
.nnate  Natives  had  in  1886,  he  thought,  allowed 
iheir  claims  to  be  put  in  under  a  chief,  and 
ihe  chief  had  taken  the  money.  The  Govern- 
nent  should  take  this  matter  in  hand,  as  a 
lumber  of  these  Natives  had  no  money  at  all. 

Mr.  PERB  was  very  anxious  to  see  this 
3ill  become  law,  and  in  passing  it  he  trusted 
>he  House  would  not  confine  itself  to  tying  the 
lands  of  private  European  buyers  only,  but 
vould  also  prevent  the  Government  Native 
jand  Purchase  officers  from  making  further 
lurchases  in  the  Horowhenua  Block.  A  large 
inmber  of  petitions  in  reference  to  this  block 
lad  been  presented  to  the  House,  but  in  spite 
if  these  numerous  petitions  the  Government 
lad  lately  bought  a  portion  of  this  block; 
.nd  therefore  he  now  contended,  and  re- 
leated,  that  not  only  should  private  pur- 
ibases  be  barred  by  the  Bill  now  before  the 
louse,  but  also  that  the  Crown  should  oease 


making  further  purchases  in  the  block  until 
the  rightful  owners  thereof  were  ascertained 
by  the  Native  Land  Court  or  by  some  other 
competent  tribunal.  He  took  do  particular 
side  in  this  matter,  for,  as  honourable  members 
knew,  there  wers  three  sides  to  this  question 
— namely,  Keepa  te  Rangihiwinui,  Warena 
Hunia,  and  the  Muaupoko  Tribe — and  the  best 
way  of  settling  the  difficulty  was  to  allow  the 
matter  to  go  before  the  Native  Land  Court,  in 
order  to  have  it  decided  who  were  the  persons 
of  the  Muaupoko  Tribe  that  should  be  included 
in  the  title ;  and  afterwards  their  respective  in- 
terests in  the  block  could  be  defined,  and  then 
the  position  of  Te  Keepa  te  Rangihiwinui 
and  Warena  Hunia  in  the  title  would  be 
placed  beyond  doubt.  If  the  matter  was  again 
delayed  in  the  same  manner  as  year  by  year 
had  hitherto  been  the  case,  the  final  result 
would  be  disastrous  to  the  Muaupoko  people, 
and  they  would  get  no  benefit  from  the  block. 
His  desire  was  to  see  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  when  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee upon  it  he  would  have  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
passed,  and  which  would  empower  the  Native 
Land  Court  to  reopen  the  title  and  have  a 
rehearing  of  it,  and,  on  its  having  ascer- 
tained who  were  the  persons  who  should  be 
declared  the  owners  of  the  land,  enable  it  to 
add  their  names  to  the  names  of  the  two  per- 
sons already  in  the  title,  and  thus  grant  redress 
to  the  members  of  the  Muaupoko  Tribe,  who 
had  repeatedly  petitioned  the  House  in  con- 
nection with  the  Horowhenua  Block. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  in  his  opinion  the  BiU 
was  not  necessary  at  all,  for  this  reason  :  that 
the  new  Act  now  passed  prevented  the  Natives 
from  selling  their  land  except  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Land  Board.  The  Horowhenua 
Blocks  could  not  be  sold,  and,  as  the  Natives 
were  protected,  there  was  no  need  for  the  Bill. 
As  for  the  money  paid,  he  thought  he  spoke 
for  the  Committee,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two,  when  he  said  that  they  were  under  the 
impression  that  none  of  this  money  for  the 
Horowhenua  Block  had  been  paid ;  and  he 
understood  the  Premier  to  say  that  none 
would  be  paid  until  he  was  assured  that  the 
people  were  the  beneficiaries.  The  Government 
could  do  all  that  was  required  without  any 
Bill.  The  Bill  was  of  no  value  to  the  Natives 
whatever.  The  land  could  not  be  sold  without 
the  consent  of  the  Crown,  and  the  money 
could  not  be  given  without  the  consent  of  the 
Crown.  The  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  be  un- 
necessary, and  it  was  a  waste  of  time  at  this 
period  of  the  session  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  this  was  a  very  inter- 
esting question.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  had  been  quoted  from  Hansard  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
as  having  said  in  the  House,  "  that  if  the 
Government  did  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
that  block  they  would  take  very  good  care, 
before  the  purchase  was  made,  or  before  any 
money  was  paid  over,  that  the  interests  of  the 
beneficiaries  would  be  respected."  Here  were 
two   points.     One  was   that  the  hononrablA 
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gentleman  promised  that  no  purchase  would 
be  made,  and  the  second  was  that  no  money 
would  be  paid  over  until  the  interests  of  the 
beneficiaries  were  respected.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  had  the  matter  in  charge  at  that  date, 
and  no  doubt  would  have  stood  to  his  promise 
made  to  the  House  and  to  the  Natives ;  but 
there  was  a  greater  king  than  he  in  the  person 
of  the  Premier,  and  the  elections  were  at  hand, 
80  that  the  promise  made  to  the  House  was  to 
be  sacrificed,  and  the  interests  of  the  Natives 
were  to  be  sacrificed,  in  order  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  be  returned  to  power. 
They  knew  what  happened  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  where  the  Premier  was  careering 
about  like  a  oomet,  attended  by  a  dozen  satel- 
lites at  his  tail.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  got  to  windward  of  once  more,  and 
falsified  his  promise  at  the  instance  of  the 
Premier,  who  now  sat  beside  him.  Reference 
had  been  made  to  the  journey  from  Wellington 
to  Palmerston,  when  the  Premier  and  Mr. 
Fraser  foregathered,  and  when  this  Horo- 
whenua Block  formed,  no  doubt,  a  very  inter- 
esting subject  of  discussion.  Perhaps  they 
talked  Gaelic,  although  he  did  not  know  that 
speaking  Qaelic  was  within  the  very  wide 
scope  of  the  Premier's  powers,  so  perhaps  they 
did  without  it.  A  few  days  before  this  notable 
journey  Mr.  Fraser  had  related  to  a  confi- 
dential friend  that  pressure  had  been  put  upon 
him  by  the  Premier  to  come  out  as  a  Govern- 
ment candidate,  but  Mr.  Fraser  had  assured 
his  friend  in  a  most  earnest  manner  that  he 
would  remain  true  to  his  colours  —  would  be 
opposed  to  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mkubeb. — He  was  not  a  good  can- 
vasser. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No,  he  was  not  a  good 
canvasser,  but  the  Premier  was,  and  Mr. 
Fraser  stepped  from  that  train  a  convert,  and 
straightway  turned  round  upon  the  honourable 
member  for  Otaki.  He  belied  all  the  pro- 
fessions of  his  political  life,  and  became  a  roar- 
ing Government  supporter.  The  Premier  had 
succeeded  in  many  of  his  schemes;  but  that 
was  a  scheme  in  which  he  did  not  succeed. 
Then,  let  them  see  what  happened.  Sir, 
Fraser  stood  for  the  electorate  of  Otaki,  and 
was  very  busy  in  the  electorate  now  represented 
by  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Wilson.  He  was 
prospecting  with  reference  to  the  Horowhenua 
'Block,  which  was  not  only  in  Otaki  but  out- 
side. It  was  a  common  belief  that  this  was  so. 
Mr.  Fraser  was  not  returned  for  Otaki,  and 
then  trouble  came.  The  money  was  not  forth- 
coming, and  the  Minister  of  Lands  said  it 
would  not  be  forthcoming  until  certain  eventu- 
alities happened.  His  honourable  friend  had 
said  that  £2,000  was  paid  over  of  this  money, 
and  that  the  caveats  to  the  title  were  three 
deep.  These  caveats  stood  in  the  way,  and 
he  challenged  the  Government  to  show  a  single 
instance  where  they  had  acted  in  any  other 
matter  like  that  before.  There  were  special 
considerations  in  this  transaction,  and  therefore 
the  caveats  were  driven  through  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  driven  through  many  other  things  this 
eession,  for  public  morality  went  for  nothing. 
Hr.  Buchanan 


That  was  enou^  to  make  him  oppose  this  Bill 
to  the  utmost.  Now  a  word  or  two  as  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.  What  was 
his  position  with  regard  to  this  transaction? 
Last  year  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Honse 
as  he  now  was,  but  he  was  the  paid  agent  of 
Mr.  Fraser.  He  did  not  seek  to  cast  any  re- 
proach npon  the  honourable  gentleman;  he 
was  legitimately  Mr.  Fraser's  paid  agent;  bat 
surely  they  oould  not  accept  his  representations 
on  the  matter  as  being  of  great  weight  when 
that  was  the  position  he  had  held,  and  be  had 
been  closely  connected  with  the  transaction. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— Why  do  yon  not  make  the 
same  reference  to  yonr  honourable  friend  on 
your  left? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  his  honourable  friend 
on  his  left  was  perfectly  well  able  to  speak  for 
himself ;  no  one  in  the  Chamber,  or  outside  it, 
could  reproach  him  with  having  allowed  privskt» 
interest  to  interfere  with  public  duty. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— There  may  be  no  reproach, 
but  we  are  in  the  same  category. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  all  he  had  to  say  vms 
that  this  was  a  very  interesting  little  chapter 
in  the  political  history  of  New  Zealand,  and  it 
shed  a  very  curious  light  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  government  was  carried  on  by  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  BELL  desired  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  Chairman  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  had  said  he  was  wrong  in  stating 
that  any  Committee  had  reported  in  favour  of 
the  trust.  The  time  for  investigation  was  short, 
and  he  would  refer  to  one  report  only,  whieh 
appeared  in  I.-3  of  the  Appendices  to  the 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  1890, 
and  which  proved  his  statement  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  clause  2  of  this  Bill  was 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the 
Muaupoko  Tribe.  He  wished  to  inform  the 
House  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  when  the  Horowhenua  Block  was  awarded 
to  these  two  Native  chiefs — Warena  Hnnia 
and  Major  Kemp — it  was  intended  that  they 
should  hold  this  land  in  trust  for  the  members 
of  that  hapu.  He  believed  that  statement  was 
given  in  evidence  by  the  Judge  who  first  in- 
vestigated the  case,  and  he  had  said  clearlj 
that  when  the  land  was  awarded  to  Major 
Kemp  he  was  appointed  by  the  members  of 
the  Muaupoko  Tribe  to  act  as  one  of  the  trus- 
tees for  them.  Now,  they  had  the  statement 
of  Major  Kemp  himself  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House  re  a  certain  portion  of  the  Horo- 
whenua Block,  that  he  and  Warena  Hunia 
were  appointed  as  trustees ;  but,  unfortunately 
for  the  members  of  the  Muaupoko,  the  title 
which  was  issued  to  them  was  issued  under  th& 
Land  Transfer  Act,  and  therefore  when  the 
application  was  made  for  a  rehearing  it  could 
not  be  granted.  They  were  informed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  that  nnder 
Native  custom  the  chief  was  the  owner  of  the 
land  and  also  the  owner  of  the  people.  He 
agreed  that  that  to  a  certain  extent,  in  olden 
days,  was  the  case,  but  the  chief  was  then  held 
by  the  members  of  his  hapu  as  a  most  reliable 
person.    In  those  days  tiiat  was  so,  but  on- 
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loitunatelT  no  hapa  or  tiibe  in  New  Zealand 
was  able  to  foresee  the  difSouIties  that  would 
arise  in  the  futtiie.  In  later  days,  when  Euro- 
pean civilisation  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Katives,  tho  Natives  came  to  understand  the 
technicalities  of  law,  and  this  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  whole  trouble.  If  the  Premier 
had  clauses  to  introduce  in  the  Bill  that  would 
hold  back  the  remaining  portion  of  the  money 
that  was  to  be  paid  over  to  Warena  Hunia 
until  such  time  as  the  Muaupoko  Tribe  were 
allowed  the  opportunity  of  establishing  their 
rights  to  the  block,  then  that  would  be  right, 
and  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  tribe,  relieving  them  from  the 
wrongs  they  had  been  sufiering  under  for 
many  years  past.  There  was  one  thing  he  did 
not  like  in  the  Bill,  and  that  was,  that  there 
was  provision  in  it  allowing  the  Crown  to  pur- 
chase areas  out  of  the  block  mentioned.  Now, 
it  would  be  very  unfair  to  the  members  of  the 
Huaupoko  Tribe  to  allow  any  sale,  whether  to 
the  Crown  or  to  private  individuals.  To  do 
justice  to  that  tribe  they  must  prevent  all 
dealings  until  such  time  as  the  tribe  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  substantiating  their  title. 
When  he  spoke  in  the  House  it  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Premier  to  always  cry,  "  Ques- 
tion, question  1"  but  that  did  not  interfere 
with  him.  He  meant  to  express  his  opin- 
ion on  the  Bill,  and  if  time  was  lost  it  was 
because  the  Government  brought  down  ridi- 
culous Bills  of  this  nature,  and  Bills  that  were 
not  intended  to  do  justice  to  the  members  of 
the  Native  race.  He  should  idways  oppose 
any  measure  which  he  believed  would  be  found 
injurious  to  his  people.  He  would  also  like  to 
make  the  statement  that  no  threats  whatever 
coming  from  the  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  re- 
ference to  doing  away  with  special  representa- 
tion of  the  Natives  in  the  House  would  stay 
his  action.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
such  threats  would  have  any  effect  upon  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  representation  of 
the  Maori  race  in  this  House  was  not  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  No,  but  he  had  mentioned 
it  because  of  the  interruptions  made  by  the 
Premier  when  he  was  addressing  the  House. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
members  of  the  Muaupoko  Tribe  had  sufiered  a 
great  deal  in  years  past,  and  that  was  shown 
by  the  reports  drawn  up  by  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee.  There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  in  -  the  first  place,  when  the  laud  was 
handed  over  to  Major  Kemp  and  Warena 
Hunia,  it  was  given  to  them  in  trust.  He 
hoped  the  amendments  of  the  Premier  would 
be  in  accordance  with  opinions  members  had 
expressed  in  the  House,  and  that  the  Muau- 
poko Tribe  would  have  their  rights  established 
to  the  block. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  reply,  desired  to  say  that  he 
had  not  brought  forward  this  Bill  on  his  own 
motion  at  all.  He  had  brought  it  down  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Native  Afiairs  Com- 
mittee. If  members  would  look  at  Supple- 
mentary Order  Paper  No.  93  they  would  find, — 

"  Part  of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 


Government,  being  the  purchase-money  of  other 
parts  of  the  Horowhenua  Block,  may  be  re- 
tained until  the  end  of  next  session,  and  none 
be  paid  unless  the  Government  is  certain  that 
there  is  sufficient  land  belonging  to  Warena 
Hunia  which  can  be  used,  in  case  of  judgment 
against  him,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  tribe. 
That  a  Koyal  Commission  be  appointed  as  soon 
after  this  session  as  possible  to  investigate  and 
ascertain  who  are  the  Maoris  entitled  to  the 
disputed  land  in  the  Horowhenua  Block." 

It  was  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  that 
they  were  asked  to  deal  with  this,  and  yet 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  there  was  no 
necessity  for  this  legislation.  When  tho  Na- 
tive Affairs  Committee  had  absolutely  passed 
the  resolution  the  Government  did  what  they 
were  asked  to  do  by  the  Committee,  and  then 
members  of  that  Committee  condemned  them 
absolutely  for  doing  it.  He  told  honourable 
members  now — for  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  had  also  taken  up 
the  same  stand — that  if  such  conduct  was  per- 
sisted in  he  would  ttike  no  notice  whatever  of 
recommendations  of  the  Committee,  because 
it  was  impossible  to  govern  and  to  deal  with 
matters  if  they  were  to  be  treated  in  this  way, 
when,  though  this  legislation  was  brought  for- 
ward in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee, they  were  met  with  opposition  by 
the  members  of  the  Committee.  He  did  not 
himself  feel  interested  in  the  Bill,  and  when 
he  moved  the  second  reading  he  told  the 
House  that  if  there  was  any  objection  to  it  when 
it  got  into  Committee,  and  if  the  amendments 
he  proposed  were  not  accepted,  then  he  would 
not  go  on  with  the  Bill.  That  was  what 
he  had  told  the  House.  He  had  good  reason 
to  complain,  and  he  did  complain,  when  mem- 
bers of  a  Committee  that  recommended  the 
Government  to  do  a  thing  in  exact  terms  acted 
as  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  had  done.  The  honourable 
member  was  equally  to  blame  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  in  this  mat- 
ter,  for  he  also  voted  for  this  resolution,  and 
pressed  the  Government  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  That  was  bis  attitude  on  the  Com- 
mittee; but  the  moment  a  Bill  came  down 
which  placed  Major  Kemp  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  Warena  Hunia,  then  it  was  not  accept- 
able. There  were  certain  members  who  would 
do  all  they  could  to  put  Warena  Hunia  in  a 
wrong  position  ;  but  the  moment  Major  Kemp 
was  touched,  then  they  did  not  want  any  legis- 
lation. The  same  thing  applied  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Otaki.  There  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  he  had  been  the  agent — that  be 
had  been  acting  on  behalf  of  Major  Kemp 
and  his  party  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
There  was  absolute  proof  of  that.  Here  they 
had  advocates  on  the  one  side,  yet  because  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  had  carried 
on  his  ordinary  business  they  blamed  him  for  it. 

.,  n      They  did  not  hear  any  complaint  as 
regarded  the  action  taken  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legal  profession  in  the  House.   What 
inference  did  the  honourable  member  for  Otaki 
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desire  to  draw  when  ha  referred  to  some  occa- 
sion upon  which  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  met  Mr. 
Donald  Fraser  at  Feilding  and  travelled  in  a 
railway-carriage  with  him  ?  It  simply  meant 
that  when  a  gentleman  rode  with  the  Premier 
of  Die  colony  in  a  railway-carriage  there  was  at 
once  some  corrupt  transaction  to  transpire  out 
of  it.  And  it  also  meant  that  when  a  member 
of  Parliament  or  a  candidate  for  parliamentary 
honours  came  near  his  carriage  in  future,  he 
would  have  to  say,  "  Keep  clear." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Weis  he  a  member  of 
Parliament  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  would  also  apply  to 
intending  members  of  Parliament.  He  was 
not  aware  before  that  day  that  his  influence 
was  such  that  he  could  convert  a  real  red-hot 
Tory  and  make  him  a  Liberal  in  the  time  it 
took  to  travel  about  eleven  miles  in  a  railway- 
carriage.  He  was  not  to  be  drawn  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Otaki ;  and  he  was  not 
going  to  divulge  what  transpired  while  he  was 
in  conversation  with  the  gentleman  referred 
to.  He  might  tell  honourable  members  that 
long  before  the  election  took  place,  and  long 
before  Mr.  Donald  Fraser  had  declared  that  he 
could  no  longer  support  the  present  member 
for  Otaki,  this  purchase  was  contemplated,  and 
negotiations  had  been  entered  into.  It  was 
through  the  honourable  member  for  Otaki's 
"  Jim  Crow  "  policy  in  the  House,  and  because 
he  had  done  so  little  for  his  district,  and  gone 
against  almost  every  election  pledge  that  he 
had  made,  that  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Donald 
Fraser.  Mr.  Fraser  told  Mr.  Wilson  that  he 
was  going  to  oppose  him,  as  one  honourable 
gentleman  would  tell  another.  The  honour- 
able member  in  twelve  months  seemed  to 
forget  the  past  support  he  had  received  at  the 
bands  of  Mr.  Donald  Fraser,  and  now  he 
brought  this  charge  against  him,  probably 
looking  to  a  time  when  Mr.  Fraser  would 
again  run  him  at  an  election.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Otaki  had  also  said  that  Mr. 
Fraser  had  been  guilty  of  corrupt  conduct 
In  reference  to  that  transaction.  All  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  could  say  was  that  if  an  honourable 
member  had  got  nothing  better  than  that  to 
do — namely,  to  attempt  to  injure  a  late  oppo- 
nent, and  one  who  would  again  be  an  oppo- 
nent in  all  probability — then  bis  position  must 
be  very  shaky  indeed.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able member  was  going  a  long  way  out  of  the 
straight  path  of  rectitude  when  he  attacked  a 
man  in  that  way.  As  regarded  this  transaction, 
again  he  could  give  honourable  gentlemen 
information  which  positively  negatived  the  as- 
sertion that  it  was  owing  to  this  meeting  with 
Mr.  Donald  Fraser  that  this  transaction  was 
brought  about ;  because  he  knew  practically 
nothing  about  the  transaction,  and  it  was  not 
mentioned  between  Mr.  Donald  Fraser  and 
himself  when  at  Feilding,  or  when  riding  to- 
gether in  the  railway-carriage  to  Polmerston, 
or  from  the  time  they  met  until  they  parted. 
This  would  show  the  honourable  member  the 
gross  injury  he  was  doing  to  Mr.  Fraser  in  the 
matter.  Then  they  came  to  the  question  of  the 
necessity  for  this  legislation.  For  the  last  five 
Mr,  Seddon 


or  six  years  this  matter  bod  been  broogbt  for- 
ward by  different  Governments,  and  hod  been 
left  standing  over  session  after  session.  It  bad 
been  adjourned  from  time  to  time  without  jus- 
tice being  done  to  it.  The  present  Government 
had  therefore  to  step  in  two  years  ago  and  put 
a  Proclamation  upon  the  land  so  as  to  stop  deal- 
ings with  it.  This  was  done  in  the  interests  d 
the  Katives,  until  such  time  as  opportunity  was 
given  to  ascertain  who  were  the  real  ownen. 
Notwithstanding  this,  that  land  had  been 
dealt  with,  and  they  had  the  honourable  mAn- 
ber  for  Otaki  now  endeavonring  to  make  a 
friend  of  a  man  who  had  strong  political  in- 
fluence. Honourable  members  knew  that  Mr. 
Bartholomew  had  sawmills,  and  employed  a 
large  number  of  men.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  mem- 
ber for  Otaki,  took  the  opportunity  of  doing 
this  for  the  purpose  of  making  political  capital 
for  himself.  On  the  other  hand,  be  had  de- 
cried Mr.  Fraser,  and  made  indirect  charges 
which  he  would  little  have  thought  could  coma 
from  the  honourable  gentleman.  In  Major 
Kemp's  case  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted 
the  lease  to  go  on,  and  the  land  to  become 
denuded  of  timber.  Major  Kemp  had  received 
over  £20,000  for  the  sale  and  leasing  of  land  in 
the  Horowhenua  Block,  one  way  and  another, 
and  when  any  steps  were  taken  against  him 
they  found  the  honourable  member  wonld  not 
agree,  because  he  had  certain  friends  in  •  cer- 
tain quarter.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  brought  in  this 
Bill,  which  included  Major  Kemp,  and  made 
all  such  lands  as  these  chai-geable :  if  be  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  that  did  not  include  Major 
Kemp's  lands  there  would  not  have  been  a 
single  word  said  against  it.  This  vas  no  new 
matter.  In  the  parliamentary  papers  of  1990 
the  following  memorandum  by  Colonel  Trimble 
wonld  be  found  in  reference  to  Horowhenua 
No.  11  :— 

"  HOBOWHEIUJA  No.   11. 

"  Allegation  No.  1. — That  Hunia  and  Kemp 
were  named  as  owners  '  for  and  on  behalf  A 
the  Natives  settled  upon  the  block,  and  not 
for  themselves  personally.* 

"  Ansicer. — At  the  Court  held  in  1873  Major 
Kemp  was  named  as  owner  of  the  whole  block, 
on  behalf  of  the  persons  indorsed  on  the  order 
of  the  Court.  After  much  ttoable  and  delay, 
the  block  was  divided  by  the  Court  ic  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1886.  At  this  time  Ko.  11 
was  awarded  to  Hunia  and  Kemp.  There  is 
no  word  in  the  order  of  the  Court  to  show 
that  the  land  was  to  bo  held  in  trust ;  there  is 
nothing  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court,  either  in 
evidence  or  by  way  of  declaration,  to  show  it. 
The  question  of  trust  never  came  .up  until 
Hunia  prosecuted  Kemp  in  1889  indie  Supreme 
Court,  to  render  an  account  of  the  ranis  the 
latter  had  received  for  portions  of  the  land. 

"  Please  note  that  No.  11  is  only  one  of 
fourteen  sections  awarded  in  1S86,  and  to  most 
of  these  sections  the  minutes  show  that  there 
were  conditions  implied.  Thus,  No.  1,  76  acres, 
was  awarded  to  Kemp  to  be  conveyed  to  ths 
Railway  Department.  He  conveyed  it,  and 
holds  the  payment. 
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"No.  2,  4,000  acres,  was  for  a  township, 
as  arranged  with  the  Qovernment.  (See  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis,  Under-Secretary,  in 
file.)  This  was  to  be  for  tlie  good  of  the  whole 
estate.  Major  Kemp  has  sold  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  £6,000,  of  which  he  has  received 
£4,000,  the  balance  remaining  at  interest.  He 
has  not  accounted  for  this  money. 

"  Nos.  9  and  14,  each  for  1,200  acres,  wore 
awarded  to  Major  Kemp.  It  had  been  arranged 
with  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  in  1874  that 
1,200  acres  should  be  awarded  to  Kemp,  simply 
to  pass  it  to  the  people  of  Whatanui  (Ngati- 
laukawa),  to  stop  animosities  between  them 
and  the  Muaupoko,  mainly  the  adherents  of 
Hunia.  (See  printed  papers  put  in  evidence.) 
The  Court  allotted  1,200  acres,  as  agreed  upon  ; 
but  the  Whatanui  claimants  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  situation  of  the  land.  The  Court  then 
awarded  a  second  1,200  acres.  Up  till  the  time 
of  the  Court  sitting  this  year  nothing  what- 
ever was  done  by  Kemp  to  pass  either  bloclc. 
If  he  has  since  passed  one,  he  holds  the 
other.  He  has  given  no  intimation  whatever 
that  he  regards  this  second  block  as  a  trust. 

"  Nos.  S,  4  and  S,  7  and  8,  were  awarded 
to  persons  by  name  in  certain  definite  pro- 
portions. 

"No.  6  was  awarded  to  Kemp  for  persons 
not  in  the  certificate  of  title  (1873).  It  was 
nnderstood  that  forty-four  persons  were  to  get 
each  105  acres ;  not  one  step  has  been  taken 
by  Kemp  to  ascertain  to  whom  this  should  be 
given,  though  there  is  a  trust  clearly  implied. 

"  No.  10,  800  acres,  was  awarded  to  Kemp's 
lawyers  for  a  bill  of  costs  understood  to  have 
been  incurred  in  relation  to  Kemp's  lands  as 
a  Wanganui. 

"  No.  12  was  awarded  to  Ihaia  Taueki  (13,187 
acres  of  rough  land). 

"  No.  IS  is  only  a  square  foot. 

"It  will  thus  be  seen  that  even  in  those 
oases  where  Kemp  clearly  only  held  the  land 
on  trust  he  has  not  acted  as  a  trustee.  To 
the  persons  named  in  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  7,  and  8 
Kemp  said  that  if  they  chose  to  sell  their 
land  they  would  get  no  more.  How  could  a 
trustee  say  that,  if  the  land  in  No.  11  was 
theirs? 

"  AlUgation  No.  2  is  based  on  No.  1,  and 
has  same  answer. 

"  Allegation  No.  3.  —  '  Original  intention  ' 
oannot  be  shown  by  what  an  assessor  says, 
but  by  the  order  and  by  the  minutes.  I  do 
not  know,  either,  what  assessor  he  refers  to. 

"AlUgation  No.  4.  —  The  trust  was  not 
proved,  and  therefore  it  would  have  been 
absurd  to  award  to  Hunia  an  'insignificant 
portion  of  the  block'  and  'grant  the  rest  to 
Kemp.'  In  the  belief  of  the  Court  Hunia 
proved  his  title,  as  between  him  and  Kemp, 
to  the  land  awarded  to  him.  In  the  Court 
of  1873  Major  Kemp  stated  throughout  his 
evidence  that  he  and  Hunia  were  jointly  in- 
terested in  all  that  was  done  to  secure  the 
land  for  the  Muaupoko,  and,  when  Hr.  Baker 
tried  hard  to  lead  him  to  say  that  he  was 
misreported,  he  angrily  replied  that  he  was  not 
misreported,  and  espiained  that  be  was  then 


strengthening  his  case  against  the  Ngatirau- 
kawa  by  admitting  the  Hunia  claims,  though 
they  were  false.  He  added  that  be  was  in 
1890  telling  the  truth.  Hunia  also  gave  evi- 
dence in  1873  as  to  his  descent  and  occupa- 
tion, and  was  uncontradicted  by  either  Kemp 
or  the  other  Huanpoko. 

"  Allegation  Noi  5  (reference  to  the  Supreme 
Court).— To  be  sure  in  all  cases  of  doubt  on 
the  part  of  the  Native  Land  Court  it  may  state 
a  case  and  get  directions,  but  Mr.  Baker  raised 
no  doubt  whatever  in  my  mind. 

"  Allegation  No.  6 :  '  That  the  award  should 
not  have  been  influenced  by  the  present  Euro- 
pean value  of  land,'  &o. — It  was  not  influenced 
by  this.  The  Land  Court  was  ordered  by  the 
Supreme  Court  to  state  relative  interests,  on 
account  of  disputes  about  the  apportionment 
of  rent  received  by  Kemp.  It  became  there- 
fore necessary  to  have  the  land  valued.  This 
was  done  before  the  judgment  was  given. 
Before  the  valuers  came  back  from  their  mis- 
sion the  Court  decided  the  places  which  Kemp 
and  Hania  were  to  occupy.  The  valuations 
were  arrived  at  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
valuers  as  to  the  owners.  The  land  was 
awarded  in  accordance  with  the  Native  evi- 
dence and  custom.  The  TSkluation  was  only 
got  to  answer  an  order  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  valuers  were  chosen  by  both  parties,  and 
simply  appointed  by  the  Court. 

"Allegation  No.  7  (minutes  of  evidence  in 
former  Courts). — What  was  written  in  1873 
and  in  1886  was  written  without  the  possibility 
of  foreseeing  what  was  to  be  said  or  done  in 
1890,  and  was  by  far  the  most  trustworthy  evi- 
dence we  could  get.  Mr.  Baker  tried  bard  to 
get  his  own  witness  to  say  that  the  minutes  of 
1873  were  inaccurate,  and  Mr.  Baker  will  pro- 
bably long  remember  the  contemptuous  wrath 
of  the  witness  that  he  brought  upon  himself 
by  his  conduct  on  that  occasion. 

"  AlUgation  No.  8  :  '  That  the  judgment  was 
greatly  against  the  weight  of  evidence.' — This 
is  the  always-implied  legal  objection,  and  need 
not  have  been  stated. 

"AlUgation  No.  9:  'The  incompetency  of  the 
Interpreter.' — I  never  saw  or  heard  of  the  In- 
terpreter until  I  went  to  Palmcrston.  I  there- 
fore could  have  no  partiality  for  him.  He  is 
licensed  by  the  department,  not  chosen  by  the 
Judge.  Whenever  evidence  did  not  seem  to 
suit  Mr.  Baker  he  vented  his  wrath  on  the 
Interpreter.  Hr.  Baker's  questions  were  so 
needlessly  involved  that  it  was  imposiiible  to 
help  thinking  often  that  they  were  so  framed 
on  purpose  to  get  a  special  answer.  I  had  at 
lost  to  interfere,  and  stop  the  brutal  conduct 
of  Mr.  Bedcer  towards  the  Interpreter.  It  was 
only  with  Mr.  Baker  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty. I  asked  acknowledgedly  -  competent 
Maori  adepts  what  they  thought  of  the  Inter- 
preter's qualifications,  and  was  told  he  was  as 
accurate  as  could  be  expected  ;  and  I  can  my- 
self vouch  that  he  was  most  painstaking. 

"  ROBSBT  TbiUBLE. 

"  16th  June,  1890." 

Now,  that  was  the  whole  sum-total  of  this 
argument.    Warena  Hunia  prosecuted  Major 
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Kemp  for  some  sums  of  money  reoeived  by  him : 
then  trouble  rose  between  them.  Had  Watena 
Hunia  not  claimed  a  share  of  the  moneys  re- 
ceived by  Major  Kemp  the  House  would  have 
heard  very  little  about  the  matter.  But  there 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Native  Land  Court  duly 
recorded :  the  result  was  that  all  they  bad 
to  do  was  to  make  all  the  lands  these  chiefs 
held  chargeable  ;  to  have  an  investigation,  and 
justice  done.  Then,  there  were  other  reasons. 
There  was  a  certain  firm  of  solicitors  who  had 
received  800  acres,  valued  at  not  less  than  £4 
an  acre,  for  services  in  connection  with  litiga- 
tion relating  to  some  lands  up  the  Wanganui 
Biver  and  not  connected  with  this  land  at  all. 
So  there  was  £3,000  gone  in  latv-costs  paid  by 
Major  Kemp ;  and  if  this  land,  which  Major 
Kemp  now  said  he  held  in  trust,  was  going  to 
a  firm  of  solicitors  for  litigation  in  reference 
to  it,  it  was  time  that  action  should  be  token. 
Then,  with  regard  to  what  the  Government 
intended  to  do  in  reference  to  this  matter, 
they  did  not  mean  simply  to  deal  with  the 
residue  of  the  land,  but  they  would  take  it 
from  its  initiation,  and  treat  it  all  alike,  so 
that  all  concerned  should  have  their  just 
due.  If  the  House  was  not  disposed  to  agree 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  or  if  there  was  anything  like  a 
stonewall  or  opposition,  the  Government  were, 
of  course,  at  this  stage  of  the  session  almost 
powerless,  and  the  responsibility  must  rest  on 
those  who  objected.  But  the  Bill  was  brought 
in  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee.  The  Native  Affairs  Committee 
had  desired  that  that  should  be  done,  and  the 
honourable  member  who  actually  moved  the 
motion  now  opposed  it;  and  all  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  could  say  was  that  the  responsibility 
must  rest  on  the  honourable  member,  and  on 
other  members  who  raised  opposition.  For 
his  part,  he  would  be  no  party  to  legislation 
that  did  not  place  Major  Kemp  and  the  other 
chief  on  the  same  footing  in  respect  to  their 
dealings  in  connection  with  this  land.  Major 
Kemp  was  strongly  supported  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Otaki,  and  also  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  and  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Bell). 

Mr.  BELL.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  absolutely  a  fact. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  had 
stated  that  he  was  not  supporting  Major  Kemp, 
and  the  Premier  repeated  his  statement. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  regard  the 
interruption  as  a  point  of  order.  The  correc- 
tion was  a  matter  of  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  explained  that  he  was  not 
an  advocate  of  Major  Kemp.  He  had  not 
mentioned  bis  name,  and  he  had  never  raised 
the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  quite  clear  that 
those  honourable  members  had  misunderstood 
what  he  said.  He  said  that  Major  Kemp's 
side  of  the  question  bad  been  argued  and  sup- 
ported by  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite, 
and  he  named  them.  If  he  was  wrong  he  re- 
gretted it.  He  had  found,  however,  that  Major 
Kemp  had  very  powerful  friends,  and  they  heard 
Mr.  Seddon 


very  few  words  in  favoiiT  of  Waiens  Hmua. 

All  he  could  say  was  that  their  late  chief,  Mr. 
Ballance,  was  much  pleased  to  have  an  oppoc. 
tunity  of  acquiring  this  State  Fafin  at  LeVin. 
Mr.  Donald  Fraser  had,  in  connection  with 
that,  rendered  signal  service  to  the  colony  in 
assisting  the  Government  to  obtain  that  land. 
So  far  as  Mr.  Fraser  was  known  by  repute  his 
transactions  and  dealings  were  strictly  honour- 
able. He  did  not  know  anything  against  hira 
in  that  respect.  He  also  had  the  confidence  o( 
the  Natives.  The  Government  had  given  aa 
assurance  that  if  a  purchase  was  made  a  fair 
price  would  be  paid.  He  might  say  a  faa 
price  would  be  paid.  By  this  Bill  the  interests 
of  the  whole  of  the  Natives  concerned  woold 
be  secured. 

Mr.  WILSON  might  explain  that  he  had  no 
desire  to  see  Major  Kemp  or  any  one  else  escape 
from  his  proper  responsibility  in  oonnection 
with  this  matter.  He  simply  wished  to  see  the 
tribe  get  their  fair  share  of  the  land. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  was  not  advocating  tb« 
case  of  Major  Kemp,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
Premier,  but  he  desired  to  protect  the  intesasti 
of  the  whole  of  the  tribe. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  29. 

Bnick 

Lawry 

Pere 

Cadman 

Mackintosh        Reeves 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Duncan 

McKenzie, 

J.     Smith,  E.  y. 

Graham 

McLachlaE 

Stevens 

Harris 

McNab 

Word 

Heke 

Meredith 

WUlis. 

Hogg 

Millar 

TelUn. 

Houston 

Mills 

CoUiiw 

Kelly,  W. 

Montgomery      O'Regaa. 

Nobs,  8 

. 

Bell 

Stout 

TelUrt. 

Fraser 

Tanner 

Bnchanan 

RusseU,  W.  B. 

Wilson. 
Paibs 

Mackanzie,  T 

For 

Against. 

Flatman 

Hall -Jones 

Joyce 

Duthie 

Kelly,  3 

.  W. 

Hutchison,  6. 

Massey 

Allen 

Pinkerton 

Mitchelson 

RusseU, 

G.  W. 

Green. 

Majority  for,  21. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BUX. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  REEVES.  Captaia 
Russell,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Millar,  and  Mi. 
Reeves  were  appointed  Maoiagers  at  the  Con- 
ference with  the  Managers  for  the  LegisUtiw 
Council  on  this  Bill. 

HOROWHENUA  BLOCK  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  committed  and  reported. 

On  the  question,  Th&t  the  Bill  be  now  nad 
a  third  time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  regretted  that  than 
was  no  provision  in  the  Bill  for  thepressrvatioB 
of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.    He 
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lad  st&tecl,  on  the  second  reading,  that  it  was 
lotnAcessary  to  pass  the  Bill  at  all,  because  the 
ights  of  the  Natives  would  not  be  preserved. 
Se  thought  there  should  be  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  compelling  the  Crown  to  hold  the  moneys 
intil  8U0I1  time  as  a  rehearing  was  given.  The 
Premier,  however,  had  given  a  promise  that 
ihe  moneys  would  be  stopped,  and  he  would 
therefore  offer  no  further  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  Premier  had  in  Com- 
mittee greatly  altered  clause  2,  and  met  his 
sbjeotion  fairly  in  other  respects,  and  the  ob- 
iection  he  bad  to  the  Bill  was  therefore  re- 
moved to  a  great  extent. 

Mr.  BELL  objected  to  the  Bill  even  as 
amended,  because  it  tied  up  lands  not  the  sub- 
ject of  any  dispute.  However,  the  Qovemment 
Hrere  determined  to  adopt  that  form,  and  it  was 
better  in  that  form  than  if  no  security  were 
provided. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  take  that  opportunity 
}f  putting  himself  right ;  otherwise  he  would  be 
:old  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
3ity  (Sir  R.  Stout)  that  he  had  prevented  the 
Government  from  paying  over  these  moneys. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  the  Pre- 
mier had  given  his  assurance  that  the  money 
RTOuld  not  be  paid ;  and  next  session,  when  he 
round  that  the  money  was  paid  over, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  meant,  until  the  trust 
was  secure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  what  the  honourable 
jentleman  said  was  that  the  Premier  had  given 
his  assurance  that  the  money  would  not  be 
paid,  and  he  would  therefore  offer  no  further 
Dbjection  to  the  Bill.  That,  of  course,  would 
appear  in  Hansard,  and  it  was  necessary  that  it 
should  be  contradicted.  Then,  as  regarded  the 
Bill :  It  was  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  that 
asked  for  it ;  otherwise  he  should  not  have 
brought  it  forward  at  all.  It  was  on  account  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on 
a  motion  moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself;  and  he  knew  at  the  time  that  the 
Native  Land  Court  Bill  had  passed  that  Com- 
mittee, and  was  almost  certain  to  be  placed 
on  the  statute-book.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  forget  that — in  fact,  he  seemed 
to  forget  what  transpired  from  day  to  day. 
With  regard  to  clause  2,  that  was  struck  out 
of  the  Bill  at  the  request  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Otoki.  He  had  tried  to  meet 
honourable  gentlemen  in  every  way  possible, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  please  them.  He 
believed  himself,  from  what  he  could  learn,  that 
this  land  that  Major  Kemp  and  Warena  Hunia 
held  was  originally  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  tribe.  There  were  800  acres  of  that  land, 
amounting  in  value  to  between  £3,000  and 
£4,000,  given  to  a  firm  of  solicitors,  and  the 
litigation  for  which  that  firm  of  solicitors  was 
paid  was  in  connection  with  some  land  up  the 
Wanganui  River,  and  yet  a  part  of  the  Uoro- 
ivhenua  Block  was  given  as  payment  for  these 
legal  services.  What  the  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  intended  was  that  a  Bill  should 
be  brought  down  dealing  only  with  Warena 
Hunia :  but  the  Qovemment  were  not  going 
to  have  any  half-measures.    They  wished  to 


know  what  had  become  of  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds,  and    who    were   entitled   to   them. 

„  on  He  was  told  on  very  good  authority 
'  '  that  Major  Kemp  had  dealt  with  over 
twenty  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  land  in  the 
original  Horowhenua  Block.  He  did  not  see 
why  Major  Kemp's  land  should  not  be  charged, 
and  that  was  why  ho  had  had  to  go  outside  the 
Horowhenua  Block  and  charge  land  which  he 
held  oatside  that  block,  because,  if  it  was  proved 
that  it  was  trust  property  from  the  commence- 
ment, then  he  did  not  think  that  Slajor  Kemp 
had  sufficient  interest  in  what  was  left  of  the 
Horowhenua  Block  to  repay  what  he  might 
be  called  upon  to  repay.  Litigation  was  going 
on  at  the  present  time  in  the  Supreme  Court 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  In  asking  the 
House  to  pass  the  Bill,  he  mode  its  provisions 
tentative,  and  refused  to  fix  an  order  for  the 
Native  Land  Court  to  inquire  into  the  ques- 
tion, because  if  he  had  done  that  it  would 
have  been  clashing  with  the  proceedings  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  was  undesirable  and 
should  not  obtain.  He  intended,  if  this  Bill 
became  law,  to  have  a  proper  inquiry  made 
from  the  commencement,  in  order  to  ascertain 
to  whom  the  land  belonged,  who  had  dealt 
with  it,  to  whom  it  had  been  disposed  of,  what 
proceeds  had  been  received  from  its  disposal, 
and  to  make  the  parties,  if  it  were  found  they 
were  only  trustees,  account  for  what  they  had 
received.  The  Bill  was  brought  down  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 
He  believed  as  the  Bill  now  stood  it  was  a  very 
good  measure,  and  that  justice  would  be  done 
to  those  beneficially  interested  in  the  land  in 
question. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  Why  was  the  resolution  moved 
in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  that  this  Bill 
should  bo  introduced  ?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber ought  to  know  that  at  the  time  that  resolu- 
tion was  passed  the  Native  Land  Court  Bill  had 
not  become  law,  and  until  it  became  law  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a  special  Bill  dealing  with 
this  block. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

SUPPLY. 

Resolntions  were  reported  from  Committee  of 
Supply. 

On  the  question,  That  the  House  agree  with 
the  resolutions. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,— I  wish  just  to  say  one 
word,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  on  the  Appro- 
priation Bill.  I  have  not  taken  any  part  in  the 
discussion  on  the  public-works  estimates,  be- 
cause I  think  the  House  is  incompetent  to  do 
so.  In  fact,  I  think  there  ought  to  have  been  a 
special  Committee  set  up  to  consider  the  num- 
ber of  main  roads  for  which  votes  have  been 
passed — not  only  roads  to  open  up  land,  but 
main  roads.  I  see  some  votes  have  been 
granted  for  roads  which  have  been  open  for 
thirty  years,  running  through  wealthy  counties, 
and  yet  grants  are  being  made  out  of  the  publio 
purse  for  this  purpose.  I  only  wish  to  say  that 
I  think  the  whole  system  is  entirely  wrong,  and 
that  the  oolony  cannot  stand  the  strain  of  the 
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expenditure  of  borrowed  money,  as  oar  expendi- 
ture on  publio  works  showB  that  it  now  exceeds 
a  million  for  this  year.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
say. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  that  the  Government 
are  entitled  to  claim  credit  for  having  brought 
down  a  Bet  of  estimates  this  year  such  as  have 
never  been  equalled  before  in  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament.  In  fact,  I  may  say  they  have 
given  general,  and  indeed  almost  unanimous, 
satisfaction.  The  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  is  quite  correct  that  there 
are  votes  there  for  roads  which  have  been 
made  a  long  time,  and  the  same  roads  have 
been  made  to  Crown  lands,  and  those  Crown 
lands  have  never  been  disposed  of. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  what  par- 
ticular road  the  honourable  member  refers  to, 
but  we  found  what  I  say  to  be  the  case — that 
this  expenditure  was  just  as  much  a  part  of 
what  was  intended  by  Parliament  in  passing 
the  Lands  Improvement  Act — that  it  was  as 
much  the  intention  of  Parliament  to  construct 
a  bridge  upon  that  road  as  it  was  to  make 
the  roads  absolutely  through  the  land.  1  know 
this  :  that  there  are  fords,  and  that  those  fords 
have  been  used  by  a  few  settlers  for  years. 
It  was  necessary  to  put  bridges  across  these 
riven  in  order  to  give  access  to  lands  bought 
from  the  Crown,  and  so  increase  settlement. 
That  was  the  intention  when  we  passed  these 
estimates ;  and  I  say  that  if  you  taike  the  year's 
estimates  and  deduct  from  them  the  amount 
appropriated  under  the  heading  of  "  Lands 
Improvcraeut  Account "  our  estimates  are  less 
than  they  were  last  year,  and  last  year  the  ex- 
penditure was  less  than  we  have  had  for  some 
years.  This  year  it  cannot  be  the  same,  be- 
cause there  are  so  many  men  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  it  was  our  bounden  duty  to  provide 
means  for  reproductive  works  in  order  to  pro- 
vide these  men  with  work,  because  if  we  had 
not  done  so  the  distress  would  have  become 
something  appalling.  I  think  we  ought  to 
compliment  ourselves  on  the  fact  that  we  have 
tided  over  the  winter  so  well,  and  have  been 
able  to  find  work  for  those  in  distress.  I  hope 
what  the  Government  have  done  will  not  be 
found  fault  with  in  the  provision  that  has  been- 
made  to  meet  cases  of  this  kind. 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVERTISING. 
Mr.  SEDDON  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of 
the  expenditure  on  Government  advertising, 
and  moved.  That  the  return  be  printed.  He 
desired  to  inform  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs,  who  had  that  morning  in- 
quired for  this  rettim,  that  a  careful  analysis 
would  show  that  during  the  two  years  only  of 
the  Stout- Vogel  Government  the  amount  spent 
on  Government  advertising  was  £20,748,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  advertisements ; 
during  the  three  years  of  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment, .£22,899;  and  during  the  three  years 
ending  on  the  31st  March,  1894,  of  the  Bal- 
lance-Seddon  Government,  £23,604.  The  return 
showed  that  during  the  past  three  years  the 
Sir  B.  Stout 


expenditure  had  been — omitting  the  laUway 
advertisements,  over  which  the  Qoretiunent 
had  no  control — £585  less  than  in  any  three 
years  since  1887;  and,  further,  that,  owing  to 
the  increased  demand  for  land,  the  advertising 
under  the  head  of  "  Land  and  Survey  "  showed 
an  increase  of  £786.  Deducting  this  and  the 
increase  on  r&ilway  advertisements,  and  thais 
was  a  reduction  of  £1,871. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  BILL. 

Mr.  REEVES  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Conference  on  this  Bill : — 

"  Clause  14  is  reinstated,  except  the  words 
■  owned  in  or '  in  the  first  line,  and  with  the 
addition  of  the  words  'or  within  seven  days 
after'  after  the  word  'month'  in  the  third  line. 

"Clause  17,  subsection  (1).  The  word  'or* 
is  substituted  for  '  and '  in  the  second  line. 

"  Clause  84,  subsection  (6).  The  word  '  now ' 
is  inserted  in  line  15  after  the  word  '  steamers.' 

"  The  House  accepts  the  other  amendments 
made  by  the  Council." 

He  moved.  That  the  report  of  the  Conferenca 
be  agreed  to.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
question  which  was  causing  so  much  anxiety 
had  been  removed  by  a  compromise.  He 
thought  the  compromise  was  a  very  fair  and 
reasonable  one. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CONTROLLER  AND  AUDITOR-GENERAL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  which 
he  would  read  to  the  House  and  then  lay  on 
the  table : — 

"  Mr.  FitzGerald  will  become  entitled  to  a 
pension  of  £500  if  he  shall  resign  the  office  of 
Controller  and  Auditor-General  on  or  after  the 
28th  day  of  February  next,  which  pension  will 
be  increased  by  the  sum  of  £16  13s.  4d.  f<H: 
each  and  every  year  that  he  shall  remain  in 
office  after  the  above-mentioned  day. 

"  J.  E.  FrrzGsBAU). 

"  Audit  Office,  23rd  October,  1894," 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  letter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Government. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  what  attitude  the  Oo- 
yemment  intended  to  take  up  in  regard  to  the 
relations  between  the  Audit  Department  and 
the  Public  Trust  Office.  Was  it  expected  that 
the  Auditor-General  would  continue  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  Publio  Trust  Office  7 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  felt  sure  the  Auditor- 
General  would  continue  to  audit  the  accoants 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CHARITABLE  AID. 
Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Whether  the  Grovemment  will  daring 
the  recess  consider  exhaustively  the  question 
of  charitable  aid ;  and,  if  so,  will  they  en- 
deavour to  more  equitably  adjust  the  moiety 
now  raised  from  land,  by  requiring  all  forms  of 
property  to  bear  their  fair  share  towards  that 
moiety?    This  was  a  very  important  question. 
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i»  the  Act  at  present  stood  half  the  money 
vhich  was  spent  on  charitable  aid  was  pio- 
rided  from  rates  on  land.  He  thought  it  was 
tnly  right  that  the  Treasurer  in  readjusting 
;he  question  of  charitable  aid  should  consider 
ihe  propriety  of  making  all  forms  of  property 
sontribute  their  fair  share  towards  charitable 
Ud. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  was  engaging 
;he  attention  of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  that 
lepartment. 

HERIOT-ROXBURGH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  issae  instructions  to 
ihe  Engineers  to  proceed  with  the  survey  of  the 
Eleriot-Roxburgh  Railway  at  the  earliest  pos- 
lible  date?  He  hoped,  as  the  Minister  had 
leen  good  enough  to  say  in  the  Public  Works 
statement  that  he  intended  to  have  the  surveys 
na.de  of  this  extension,  that  he  would  as  soon 
ks  possible  put  the  work  in  hand.  This  rail- 
way extension  was  of  very  great  importance  to 
k  large  number  of  settlers,  some  of  whom  had 
Men  induced  to  take  up  land  in  that  locality 
>n  the  promise  of  a  railway.  The  line  would 
Uso  tap  a  very  large  extent  of  country  suitable 
lot  settlement,  which  the  Qovemment  might 
:onsider  the  propriety  of  acquiring  reasonably. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  a  matter  which 
would  also  receive  the  serious  consideration  of 
ihe  Minister  during  the  recess. 

CATLIN'S  RIVER  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  When  the  Catlin's  River  Rail- 
way will  be  opened  for  traffic  to  Hunt's  Road  ? 
[t  was  very  important  that  a  station  should  now 
>e  opened  at  the  place  named  in  the  question. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  settlers  there 
who  were  engaged  in  timber-cutting  and  at  the 
lawmills,  and  these  settlers  were  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  opening  of  this  part  of  the  line. 
Bl^ere  the  station  opened  at  once,  a  lot  of  valu- 
able timber  would  be  brought  to  market  which 
was  now  being  wasted,  and  many  men  could  be 
srofitably  employed  timber-cutting. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  no  time  would  be  lost  in 
{iving  the  residents  of  this  part  of  the  colony 
ihe  advantages  which  they  were  justly  entitled 
x>  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  of  public 
noney. 

RECIPROCAL  CUSTOMS  TREATY. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  he  will  take  steps  to  ascertain 
ihe  views  of  the  Governments  of  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies  with  regard  to  the  creation  of  a 
reciprocal  Customs  treaty  between  this  and 
(he  other  colonies  ?  He  would  be  glad  if  the 
Treasurer,  when  he  went  over  to  the  Postal  Con- 
ference in  Australia,  would  use  his  influence 
io  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  neighbouring 
Sovemments  upon  the  question  of  an  exchange 
>f  products. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  thoroughly 
recognised  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
rhey  were  desirous  of  arranging  a  reciprocal 
tarifi  with  the  Australian  Colonies.    Anything 


they  could  do  to  promote  this  end  he  could 
assure  the  honourable  member  would  be  done. 

HERIOT-ROXBURGH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  as  he  has  already 
indicated  his  intention  of  proceeding  with  the 
survey  of  the  Heriot  Railway  to  Roxburgh,  he 
will  undertake  that  the  survey  ghall  be  pushed 
on  without  any  unnecessary  delay  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  gave  a  reply  to  this 
question  earlier  in  the  session.  He  would  con- 
sider the  matter  during  the  recess,  and  see 
whether  it  was  necessary  that  this  should  be 
done. 

J.  HERON. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  .Tus- 
tice,  Whether,  seeing  chat  the  Grey  River  Hos- 
pital Trustees  court  inquiry,  the  Government 
will  appoint  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  at 
Greymouth  a  Commissioner  to  inquire  into  the 
charges  made  by  John  Heron,  in  his  petition 
to  this  House,  against  Wardsman  Bell  ?  He 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
of  Justice  to  the  fact  that  a  Committee  of  the 
House  made  a  report  upon  this  petition.  Since 
the  report  was  made  the  trustees  of  the  Grey 
River  Hospital  considered  that  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  in  the  petition  had  not  been  properly 
inquired  into  by  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals, 
Dr.  MaoGregor.  The  Trustees  courted  inquiry, 
and  it  had  been  suggested  that  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  at  Greymouth  should  take  evidence 
on  both  sides, 

Mr.  C  A  DM  AN  said  this  was  not  a  matter  for 
the  Minister  of  Justice  to  deal  with ;  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  Minister  in  charge  of  charitable 
aid.  His  colleague  had  not  had  time,  otving  to 
his  other  duties,  during  the  session  to  deal  with 
this  question. 

INEBRIATE  ASYLUMS. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, during  the  coming  recess,  they  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  in  respect  to  providmg 
suitable  sites,  convenient  to  tlie  four  chief 
cities  of  the  colony,  for  the  establishment  of 
mebriate  asylums? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  hod  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Government 
during  the  session,  and  there  was  no  doubt  we 
were  behindhand  with  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  he  thought  something  was  necessary 
to  be  done.  Inquiries  would  be  made,  and  the 
honourable  member  would  no  doubt  be  told 
next  session  what  the  Government  intended  to 
do  with  respect  to  it. 

CHARITABLE  AID  AND  MAIN  ROADS, 
Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, during  the  coming  recess,  they  will  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  having  a  comprehensive, 
measure  prepared,  having  for  its  basis  a  large 
and  sufficient  endowment  of  Crown  lands,  by 
which  a  lasting  provision  may  be  made  towards 
providing  satisfactorily  for  charitable -aid  re- 
quirements, as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  main  roads  of  the  colony? 
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Mi.  SEDDON  said  the  OoTetument  had 
promised  to  deal  Tvith  the  question  of  local 
gOTernment  next  sesBion,  and  the  question  of 
local  government  would  embrace  charitable 
aid. 

INANQAHUA  MINING, 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If,  ill  view  of  the  indignation  caused  in  Reefton 
by  the  reference  in  Mr.  H.  Gordon's  Mines  Re- 
port of  this  year  regarding  the  Inangahua  dis- 
trict, he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  that 
gentleman's  allegations  ;  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  being  proved  either  wholly  or  partially 
incorrect,  will  he  cause  reparation  to  be  made 
by  an  official  correction  ?  The  question  arose 
out  of  a  demonstration  that  was  lately  held  at 
Reefton  in  consequence  of  some  remarks  made 
in  Mr.  Gordon's  annual  report  upon  the  manner 
in  which  mining  business  was  carried  on  at 
Reefton.  This  was  the  second  time  in  which 
Mr.  Gordon  had  given  umbrage  to  the  people 
of  Reefton  in  regard  to  the  same  matter.  The 
people  there  considered  that  Mr.  Gordon's  re- 
marks reflected  upon  the  commercial  morality 
of  the  people  of  the  district,  and  were  calcu- 
lated to  do  great  harm  to  the  industry  on 
which  it  chiefly  depended.  He  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  any  debatable  matter,  because 
he  knew  that  the  rales  of  the  House  debarred 
him  from  doing  so ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  a 
matter  for  regret  that  the  remarks  should  have 
been  icade.  As  grave  injury  appeared  to  have 
been  inflicted  upon  the  district,  he  trusted  that 
due  reparation  would  be  made  to  those  who  bad 
been  injured. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  said,  with  all  due  respect  to 
the  people  of  Reefton,  he  thought  they  bad 
acted  very  foolishly,  and  he  thought  the  re- 
marks passed  at  the  public  meeting  did  not  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  district.  If  they 
had  any  cause  of  complaint  it  was  their  duty 
to  have  written  to  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  department,  specifying  the  charges,  when 
action  would  have  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  had  beard  nothing  of  the  matter 
till  he  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which 
vas  passed  at  the  public  meeting.  Mr.  Gordon, 
as  was  well  known,  was  one  of  the  most  pains- 
taking, careful,  efficient,  and  hard-working 
officers  in  the  public  service,  and  he  could  have 
no  particular  reason,  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Cadman) 
knew,  for  saying  anything  detrimental  to  the 
people  of  the  Reefton  district.  He  might  also 
mention  that,  so  far  as  votes  and  moneys  re- 
quired for  the  Reefton  district  were  oouoerncd, 
£e  (Mr.  Cadman)  had  often  to  curtail  Mr. 
Gordon's  recommendations.  If  the  people 
there  would  send  him  speciflc  charges  of  in- 
accuracies in  Mr.  Gordon's  report,  he  would 
have  the  matter  inquired  into. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE,  CIVIL  LIST. 
Mr.  H  E  K  E  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  during  the 
recess,  prepare  a  roturn  showing  how  the 
moneys  set  apart  for  Native  purposes  in  the 
Civil  List  (£7,000)  have  been  expended  during 
the  last  four  years,  showing  all  items,  and  at 
whose  request  the  moneys  were  expended  ? 


Mr.  SEDDON  Mid  the  honourable  membec 
was  a  little  late  in  asking  such  a  qnestion  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session.  He  ought  to  have 
moved  in  the  matter  during  the  session  and 
asked  for  this  return. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  the  return  was  not  for  this 
session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  ooold 
not  give  any  promise  in  respect  to  this  matter. 
Many  things  might  occur  prior  to  next  session. 

STOATS  AND  WEASELS. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Whether,  considering  the  damage  to 
stock  and  poultry  in  the  agricultural  districts 
by  stoats  and  weasels,  he  will  take  steps  to 
remove  the  protection,  and  allow  them  to  be 
destroyed  by  farmers,  except  in  declared 
rabbit  -  infested  country  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  fully  recog- 
nised the  importance  of  this  question.  Stoats 
and  weasels  had  now  become  a  greater  tronfale 
to  the  farmers  in  many  districts  than  tiae 
rabbits  were. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  was  a  diffi- 
cult subject  to  deal  with.  He  understood 
that  in  the  outlying  districts  and  in  the  back- 
country  these  natural  enemies  of  the  rabbit 
were  doing  excellent  work.  The  department 
had  not  heard  up  to  the  present  time  of 
stock  having  been  destroyed  by  these  animala, 
although  they  knew  the  stoats  and  weaaels 
attacked  the  fowl-yards.  However,  at  the 
present  time  the  Government  were  considering 
a  scheme  of  offering  a  reward  for  the  captnrs 
of  these  animals  in  districts  where  they  were 
not  required,  so  that  they  might  be  sent  np  to 
the  back-country. 

WOOD- WORKING  MACHINE. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  petition  of 
Joe  Ward,  of  New  Plymouth,  that  a  wood- 
working machine  should  be  admitted  duty-free, 
as  it  is  to  be  used  in  the  dairy  industry — i.e~, 
making  butter-boxes  and  kegs  for  the  dairy- 
farmers — seeing  that  sm  important  Committee 
did,  after  full  and  careful  consideration,  re- 
commend the  Government  to  admit  the  said 
machine  to  New  Zealand  duty-free  ?  He  knew 
that  the  forms  of  the  House  prevented  his 
making  a  speech  in  asking  this  question.  Tba 
Tariff  Committee  went  fully  into  this  matter, 
and  they  found  that  this  machine  could  not  be 
made  in  the  colony,  and,  as  it  was  to  be  nsed  in 
the  dairy  industry,  they  recommended  that  it 
be  admitted  duty-free.  He  hoped  the  Uinistec 
would  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  WARD  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member  that  there  was  no  power 
by  which  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  could 
remit  this  duty.  The  only  way  by  which  it 
could  be  done  would  be  by  taking  a  vote  on  the 
estimates  for  the  amount.  There  was  also  this 
difficulty:  There  were  coopers  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony  who  would  be  entitled  to  similar 
concessions  if  a  concession  was  granted  in  this 
case.    For  instance,  before  this  application  vraa 
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received  he  had  to  decline  a  similar  requent 
from  a  Mr.  Young,  of  Inveroargill.  He  held, 
on  looking  into  the  matter,  that  it  wonld  ha 
impossible  to  limit  coopers,  as  proposed,  to 
the  business  of  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  dairy  utensils  only,  because  the  Customs 
Department  could  not  say  to  a  man  that  he 
must  confine  himself  to  a  particular  branch 
of  his  trade.  That  would  not  be  fair  to  the 
other  coopers  doing  a  general  business,  who 
were  not  allowed  to  have  goods  admitted  free 
though  engaged  in  manufacturing  for  dairying 
pntposes. 

PARLIAMENTARY  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
plaoe  a  small  sum  of  money  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  remunerate  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  Parliament  Build- 
ings during  the  extra-long  hours  of  this  very 
lengthy  session?  He  assumed  that  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  ask  this  question,  as 
a  sum  of  £100  appeared  on  the  supplementary 
estimates.  He  hoped  that  in  the  distribution  of 
this  amount  among  the  messengers  and  clerks 
the  Government  would  take  into  consideration 
the  services  of  all  those  who  had  sessional 
work  to  do  at  a  fixed  salary. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  some 
complaints  last  year  as  to  the  division  of  this 
money,  and  he  would  himself  go  into  the 
matter  prior  to  the  division. 

RAILWAY  REFRESHMENT-CARS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If,  when 
Ministers  take  over  the  railways,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  adding  refreshment- 
cars  to  all  long-distance  trains,  as  is  done 
on  the  Manawatu  Railway  ?  He  hoped  that 
when  the  railways  were  taken  over  this  matter 
would  be  considered  by  the  new  Minister  of 
Railways.  Perhaps  the  Premier  could  tell  the 
House  now  who  he  was  to  be.  On  the  Mana- 
watu Railway  a  refreshment-car  was  run,  which 
had  proved  a  great  convenience  to  the  tra- 
velling public ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  matter 
would  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Redl- 
way  Department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
consult  with  the  honourable  member  after  the 
prorogation  as  to  who  the  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways should  be.  The  matter  he  had  referred 
to  in  respect  to  refreshment-cars  would  be  at- 
tended to,  and  the  Government  would  be  guided 
by  what  they  believed  to  be  the  true  interests 
of  the  railways  and  those  using  them  ;  and  in- 
quiry would  be  made. 

H.  PAEARA. 
Mi.  HEKE  asked  the  Native  Minister,  Whe- 
ther the  Government,  when  making  inquiry 
into  tbe  petition  of  Hemi  Paeara,  (1)  called  for 
the  petitioner  to  give  evidence ;  (2)  did  they 
cause  the  inquiry  on  the  report  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  of  last  year ;  and  (3)  where 
did  the  inquiry  take  place?  He  had  been 
nrged  to  ask  this  question  again,  as  he  under- 
stood from  the  Mmister  representing  the  Na- 
tive race  that  the  Government  had  made  an 


inquiry  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Native  had  no  right  at  all,  because  the 
land  to  which  the  petition  sent  to  the  House 
by  this  Native  referred  had  been  granted  to 
the  Crown  by  a  special  Act.  He  wished  to  say 
that  the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee urged  the  Government  to  allow  an  inquiry 
to  he  made  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands  ;  and,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  ia 
common  fairness  to  this  Native  that  inquiry 
should  be  allowed,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  plaoe 
the  matters  referred  to  in  the  petition  before- 
the  Court. 

Mr.  SEDOON  said  he  had  gone  very  care- 
fully into  this  matter,  and  did  not  think  it  waa 
necessary  at  the  present  stage  to  reopen  it. 

WORKMEN'S  FARES  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  ho 
will  arrange  that,  when  Ministers  take  control 
of  the  railways,  cheap  workmen's  fares  shall 
be  issued  from  the  big  cities  to  the  suburbs  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  matter  which 
required  careful  consideration.  He  had  stated 
to  the  House  that  he  thought  something  should 
be  done  in  this  direction.  He  had  not  the- 
details  at  command.  Later  on — probably  next 
session — he  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
enlighten  the  House  on  the  subject. 

FRUIT,  ETC.,  SENT  TO  HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Premier,  Will  he 
concede  to  persons  desirous  of  sending  gifts  of 
fruits,  flowers,  and  vegetables  to  the  various, 
hospitals  of  the  colony  the  privilege  of  for- 
warding same  by  railway  free  of  cost,  thus 
materially  Msisting  these  institutions  and  en- 
couraging a  livelier  interest  in  them?  In  Can- 
terbury quite  a  number  of  people  would  send 
fruit  and  vegetables  to  the  hospital  if  allowed 
free  carriage  on  the  railways,  and  he  thought- 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  Minister  should 
not  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  probably  it  would  lead  to 
an  abuse  of  the  privilege  aakeA  for.  On  one 
occasion  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  two  bags 
of  cabbages  were  sent  down  by  railway  to  a 
hospital,  and  the  railway  charge  was  paid  by 
the  hospital  authorities ;  but  they  found  that 
they  could  buy  cabbages  from  the  Chinamen 
at  2s.  6d.  a  bag  less  than  the  cost  of  those  made 
a  present  to  them. 

E.  ROBERTSON. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
the  petition  of  Edwin  Robertson,  reported  upon 
by  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee  on 
the  7th  October,  1892,  has  been  considered  ?  If 
so,  what  does  the  Government  propose  to  do 
in  the  matter?  The  petitioner  had  petitioned 
the  House  in  1892,  and  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Government  for  consideration.  He  was 
anxious  to  know  what  consideration  the  Go- 
vernment had  given  it. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  Mr.  Robertson  of  his 
own  accord  had  rushed  into  a  lawsuit,  which 
had  entailed  considerable  inconvenience  and 
expense  on  the  Government  in  defending  the 
case.    He  lost  his  case,  and  was  cast  in  costs,. 
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■of  which  ha  now  asked  the  Oovemment  to 
relieve  him.  That  was  a  BuflScient  reason  why 
the  Government  could  not  take  the  imiuual 
•course  of  giving  him  any  relief. 

DISTRICT  COURT  JUDGES  AND  STI- 
PENDIARY MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  aaked  the  Minister  of 
-Justice,  Whether  he  has  had  communicated 
to  him  the  following  resolution  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council :  "(1.)  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Council,  it  is  essential  to  the  impartial 
and  fearless  administration  of  justice  that  (a) 
the  tenure  of  office  of  District  Court  Judges 
and  Stipendiary  Magistrates  exercising  ex- 
tended jurisdiction  should  be  'during  ability 
and  good  behaviour,'  s^nd  not,  as  at  present, 
during  Che  pleasure  of  the  Executive ;  {b)  the 
salaries  of  such  Judges  and  Magistrates  should 
be  adequate,  and  should  not  be  liable  to  be 
reduced  during  the  term  of  oiBoe  of  the  Judge 
or  Magistrate  receiving  the  same.  (2.)  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  the  salaries 
at  present  paid  to  District  Judges  and  such 
Magistrates,  and  especially  the  former,  are 
wholly  inadequate";  and,  if  so,  will  the  Go- 
vernment give  effect  to  this  resolution?  He 
hoped  the  Government  had  considered  the 
matter. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Government  had 
■considered  the  matter.  They  had  received  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Council,  but  he  might 
say  that  the  Government  had  no  intention  of 
burdening  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  with  any 
more  life-appointments  than  absolutely  neces- 
sary, or  of  making  the  tenure  of  the  officers 
referred  to  to  be  other  than  at  present.  The 
Oovemment  considered  the  present  salaries 
adequate,  and  the  House  was  evidently  of  the 
same  opinion,  as  it  had  just  passed  the  esti- 

PUMICE  INSULATION. 
Mr.  LAWKY  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
■oulture,  If  his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  following  telegram,  which  appeared  in  the 
New  Zealand  Tinus  of  the  17th  instant, 
namely :  "At  the  Auckland  Freezing  Company's 
works  a  practical  and  successful  test  has  been 
made  of  a  new  pumice  insulation  recently  pa- 
tented by  Mr.  J.  C.  Firth.  Mr.  Firth  intends 
urging  on  the  British  Admiralty  the  desirability 
■of  adopting  pumice  as  an  insulator  for  naval 
powder-magazines  in  hot  climates,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  deterioration  of  the  powder  by  heat. 
The  pumice  insulation  was  subjected  to  a  very 
severe  test  at  the  freezing,  works,  at  Mr.  Firth's 
desire,  the  object  being  to  prove  the  absolute 
efficacy  of  pumice  as  a  non-conductor  of  heat 
«nder  all  circumstances  "  ?  And,  if  so,  will  he 
render  any  assistance  in  the  accomplishment  of 
Mr.  Firth's  purpose,  more  especially  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  dairy  and  other  industries  in  the 
•colony  to  which  the  "  pumice  insulator  "  can 
be  applied  ?  He  was  impressed  with  the  idea 
•that  this  was  a  matter  of  very  great  import- 
■ance,  and,  in  his  opinion,  pumice  was  going  to 
take  the  place  at  present  held  by  charcoal  as 
an  insulator.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
bring  it  into  general  use. 
Hr.  CarroU 


Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  his  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  this  matter,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  in  any  way  assist  Mr.  Firth  in 
bringing  his  idea  in  regard  to  pumice  into 
operation  in  connection  with  cooling-chambers 
and  the  dairy  industry  they  would  do  so. 

SCHOOL-TEACHERS  TRAVELLING. 

Mr.  O'RBGAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Eda- 
oation.  If  he  will  arrange  that  school- teaoheis 
who  have  to  travel  by  rail  to  perform  theit 
duties  shall  be  allowed  free  passes  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  tell  him  of  any  school-teachers  who 
had  to  travel  by  rail  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
see  what  he  could  do  for  them,  but  the  in- 
quiries he  had  made  did  not  show  that  them 
were  any. 

LICENSING  ADDITIOKAL  BARS. 

Mr.  O'REGAN,  for  Mr.  G.  J.  Smith,  asked 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  section  37  of  '*  The  Licensing  Act, 
1881,"  which  provides  for  the  licensing  of  ad- 
ditional bars,  has  been  repealed  by  "The  Al- 
coholic Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  1893,"  he 
will  instruct  the  police  to  see  that  the  law  in 
this  respect  is  enforced  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  believed  that  the 
police  authorities  enforced  this  law  in  most 
respects,  but  their  special  attention  would  be 
at  once  called  to  the  matter  mentioned. 

CHARITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  TANNER,  for  Mr.  G.  W.  Russell,  asked 
the  Government,  Whether  they  will,  next 
session,  introduce  a  comprehensive  measure 
to  reform  the  present  charitable-aid  law,  and 
circulate  the  same  in  time  to  enable  it  to  be 
considered  by  the  local  bodies  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  mode  very  plain 
and  unmistakable  statements  on  the  subject 
more  than  once  this  session. 

SUNNYSIDE  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  How  many  tenders  were  received 
for  the  supply  of  bricks  for  the  additions  to  the 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  and  what  was  the  net  price 
per  thousand  in  the  tender  accepted  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  tenders  had  been 
received  by  the  Public  Works  Department,  and 
the  same  had  been  dealt  with.  He  believed 
only  one  tender,  hod  been  sent  in. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first  and  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

IM  COMXITTEE. 

Clause  3.  —  Appropriation  of  £2,251,325  ont 
of  Consolidated  Fund. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  add  the  following 
proviso : — 

"  Provided  that,  notwithstanding  anything 
to  the  contrary  contained  in  '  The  Public  Reve- 
nues Act,  1691,'  and  until  an  Imprest  Supply 
Act  shall  be  passed  in  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  the  authority  of  the  Colo- 
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iai  Treasurer  to  issue  and  pay  moneys  in 
ispeot  of  any  serrice  shall  not  exceed  the 
mount  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  vote 
tr  such  service  provided  by  this  Act,  together 
'ith  an  amount  equal  to  one-fifth  part  of  the 
>tal  of  all  salaries,  pay,  wages,  allowances, 
lail  contracts,  rent,  and  other  recurrent 
barges,  and  of  all  ordinary  contingencies  of 
ny  office  or  department  provided  for  by  such 
ote,  and  set  forth  in  the  estimates  relating 
hereto.  And  no  payment  shall  be  made  for 
ay  services  other  than  those  for  which  provi- 
ion  is  made  in  this  Act  and  in  the  estimates 
■it  the  year  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of 
larch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
ive,  or  in  excess  of  the  scale  herein  set  forth." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  23. 

Jell 

Maslin 

Bossell,  W.  B 

iuohanan 

McQuire 

Saunders 

Juddo 

McLachlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Jollins 

McNab 

Tanner 

}uthie 

Meredith 

Wilson. 

Ireen 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

lall-Jones 

Newman 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Sntohison,  W. 

Pirani 
Noes,  81. 

Stout. 

3uick 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

3adman 

Larnach 

Seddon 

3amcross 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

i^amell 

MacMntosh 

Stevens 

JaxroU 

McGowan 

Steward 

3rowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  B. 

Ward. 

Sail 

Morrison 

Harris 

O'Began 

TelUrs. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Joyce 

Houston 

Pinkerton 

Mills. 

Majority  against 

.8. 

Amendment 

negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
jme, 

Mr.  WABD  said, — Sir,  in  moving  the  third 
-eading  of  this  Bill,  I  desire  to  point  out  that 
ihe  only  changes  in  the  Bill  are  in  clause  5, 
ivhich  provides  for  the  sum  of  £13,555  for  ex- 
jenses  in  connection  with  the  Cheviot  Estate 
Iccount.  In  clause  10  there  is  a  slight  altera- 
vion  to  provide  that  the  75  per  cent,  advance 
ihall  not  be  made  on  rates  to  be  collected  in 
respect  of  Native  lands.  Section  14  provides 
ibat  2}  per  cent.,  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
{oldflelds  revenue,  hitherto  charged  against 
•he  county  revenue,  is  not  in  future  to  be  de- 
liayed  in  that  way. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— 

Last  scene  of  all. 
That  ends  this  strange  eventful  history. 
Is  second  cbildishnesB  and  mere  oblivion ; 
Sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  taste — sans  everything. 

}tr,  unfortunately  this  quotation  from  Shakes- 
Mare  is  only  too  true  and  representative  of  the 
MBsion  of  Parliament  that  is  just  now  about  to 
dose.  I  hope  there  may  be  much  oblivion  as 
to  what  we  have  done  doniig  this  session  of 


Parliament,  for  we  have  been  a  Parliament 
"  sans  teeth  "  —  an  Opposition,  courteous,  I 
hope,  always,  but  in  this  case  hampered  by 
the  fewness  of  its  numbers,  and  unaided  by 
any  criticism  of  the  measures  from  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government,  and  we  have  been 
unable  to  use  a  wholesome  and  necessary  power 
in  restraining  the  Government  from  running 
in  improper  directions.  So,  Sir,  I  again  say 
we  have  oeen  "  sans  eyes,"  because  Bills  have 
been  brought  down  in  such  hot  haste  to  this 
Parliament  from  time  to  time  that  our  eyes 
have  not  bad  the  opportunity  even  of  perusing 
them  once,  and  by  reason  of  which  circum- 
stance we  have  been  on  this  side  of  the  House 
constantly  struggling  against  time  to  endeavour 
to  understand  the  Bills  that  have  been  brought 
before  us :  but  for  purposes  of  criticism  the 
House  has  been  blind.  With  few  exceptions 
we  have  received  no  assistance  from  honour- 
able members  on  the  Government  side.  The 
Government  brought  down  Bills  in  a  state 
which  I  have  never  known  before — in  such  a 
shape  that  thjsy  are  not  understood  in  any 
degree  by  members  of  this  House,  not  exclud- 
ing the  Government,  or  even  the  Minister  who 
has  brought  the  Bill  down.  Never  during  all 
the  time  I  have  sat  in  Parliament  have  I  seen 
Bills  brought  down  night  after  night — un- 
thought  out,  unprepared,  not  understood,  not 
even  read — as  by  this  Parliament  of  the  colony. 
And  yet,  when  we  have  endeavoured  to  struggle 
night  after  night  against  such  a  condition  of 
things  as  that,  we  have  been  taunted  with  ob- 
struction, because  we  have  been  unable  to  pro- 
perly prosecute  our  duty  owing  to  the  impos- 
sibility of  understanding,  owing  to  lack  of  time, 
measures  proposed  to  be  passed  into  laws  of 
vital  importance  to  the  community — measures 
not  understood  by  any  members  of  Parliament. 
Members  have  not  had  teeth  to  restrain  the 
Government,  and  have  not  had  eyes  to  see  and 
understand  the  work  put  before  them.  Then, 
Sir,  as  to  "  sans  taste,"  I  do  not  allude  to  that 
delicate  question  of  good  or  bad  taste.  But 
the  House  has  not  bad  that  keen  taste,  that 
exquisite  perception,  to  appreciate  the  cha- 
racter of  what  was  placed  before  it  for  its 
digestion  and  assimilation.  If  it  had,  I  say 
that  half  the  Bills  which  have  been  brought 
before  this  session  of  Parliament  would  have 
been  cast  out  into  the  dust-bin.  Then,  Sir, 
to  come  to  my  last  words  —  "  sans  every- 
thing." This  Parliament  has  not  had  any 
power  whatsoever.  In  that  respect  it  has  been 
"  sans  everything,"  Never  before  has  a  House 
of  Bepresentatives  in  this  colony  so  entirely 
abrogated  its  functions,  and  been  so  com- 
pelled by  overpowering  conditions  to  swallow 
Bills  which  it  could  not  have  understood  even 
if  it  had  been  given  time  to  endeavour  to 
understand  them.  Never  have  there  been  such 
circumstances  before.  We  have  been  forced 
by  the  Ministry  to  do  that ;  and  not  only  that, 
but  the  House  has  allowed  itself  to  be  forced 
by  one  man — forced  by  the  Premier— to  do 
exactly  what  be  chose.  His  colleagues  have 
been  as  ciphers,  not  endeavouring  to  control 
him,  though  many  of  the  youngest  members 
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in  tbis  House  have  strongly  endeavoared  to 
restrain  the  Government ;  bat  some  also  have 
anderatood  nothing  and  oared  for  nothing  bnt 
to  come  to  the  end  of  the  session.  What  has 
the  policy  of  the  Government  been  ?  Have  they 
had  any  policy?  Upon  my  word,  it  is  difficalt 
to  answer  the  qaestion  whether  they  have  had 
any  policy.  Before  the  session  they  were  a 
self-reliant,  non-borrowing  Government.  What 
are  they  now?  Are  they  a  self-reliant,  non- 
borrowing  Government  ?  Are  they  not  a  spend- 
thrift, profligate,  self-seeking  Government? 
Everybody  must  know  they  are.  They  say 
they  are  a  self-reliant,  non-borrowing  OoTern- 
ment.  Have  we  had  a  single  illustration  of 
that?  I  am  not  desiring  to  abase  them,  but 
I  think  if  they  have  a  policy  it  is  one  merely 
of  bounce,  bluster,  borrow,  bribe,  and  abuse. 
That  is  about  the  way  to  summarise  the  whole 
position.  Borrowing !  good  heavens  I  wo  have 
been  borrowing  to  an  unlimited  extent,  and 
the  bouncing  has  been  to  an  extent  that 
hononrable  members  ooald  not  have  conceived 
of.  Bluster  t  does  not  every  honourable  mem- 
ber remember  how  the  very  foundations  of  the 
House  shook  when  the  Premier  was  aroused 
and  roared  until  we  feared  the  bulls  of  Bashan 
were  let  loose  upon  us?  Bribery  can  also  be 
added  to  the  policy,  for  when  the  public-works 
estimates  were  brought  down  did  not  every- 
body rush  frantically  to  his  pigeon-hole  to 
see  if  the  wants  of  liis  constituents  had  been 
satisfied  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
must  not  use  the  word  "  bribery  "  in  reference 
to  members  of  this  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  it  may  not  be  a 
proper  word  to  use,  and  I  will  exonerate  the 
Minister  from  the  charge  of  bribing  any  indi- 
vidual. We  know  there  was  no  bribery.  But 
there  was  not  a  sum  placed  on  the  estimates 
for  Seaward  Bush.  The  honourable  member 
who  represents  the  district  in  which  that  place 
is  situated  is  a  painstaking  member,  and  a 
supporter  of  the  Ministry.  That  honourable 
member  gave  the  Government  his  view,  in 
very  plain  language,  of  their  public -works 
policy,  and,  although  I  must  not  use  the  word 
"  bribery,"  I  may  state  that  £300  was  put  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  for  the  roads  in 
that  very  neighbourhood. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  is  not  a  high  price. 

Captain  BUSSBLL. — I  do  not  say  that  it  is 
a  high  price.  I  do  not  allege  that  was  bribery. 
I  do  not  say  nor  think  that  the  honourable 
member  who  represents  Seaward  Bash  could 
be  bribed  at  all ;  but  there  was  a  sum  put  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  for  that  place. 
We  cannot,  however,  go  into  that  now.  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  said  that  when  we  left  the 
House  we  should  all  remain  personal  friends 
though  political  antagonists.  We  on  this  side 
of  the  House  think  that  we  can  claim  for  our- 
selves from  first  to  last  that  we  have  been 
studiously  anxious  to  avoid  anything  like  ob- 
struction. We  have  striven  by  every  means 
in  our  power  to  assist  the  Government  in  every 
way  that  it  was  thought  desirable  to  assist 
them.  It  was  our  duty  to  criticize  their 
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measares  in  every  way  that  we  thoaght  to  be 
for  the  good  of  the  oolony.  Bnt  of  obstruction 
there  has  been  none — not  even  the  slightwt 
attempt  at  it  on  this  side  of  the  House; 
nor  any  attempt  to  stonewall  a  Government 
measure.  The  only  time  that  anything  like 
obstruction  has  been  used  was  when  there  was 
a  kind  of  obstruction  which  the  country,  when 
it  knows  of  it,  will  appreciate.  We  declined 
to  go  on  working  at  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  honourable  members 
were  physically,  mentally,  and  even  morally 
exhausted.  We  have,  during  the  whole  of  this 
session,  endeavoured  to  conduct  the  bnsineas 
of  an  Opposition  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
great  responsibility  thrown  upon  our  shoniders. 
We  believe  that  the  country,  when  it  remem- 
bers the  long  hours  we  have  sat  here,  and  the 
work  we  have  done,  will  give  us  credit  foe  the 
unremitting  attention  we  have  endeavoured  to 
bestow  on  the  measures  that  have  oome  before 
us.  We  think,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  that 
the  people  of  this  country  will  do  us  the  credit 
of  saying  that  wo  have  discharged  our  duty 
faithfully — a  duty  which  has  been  disagreeable, 
onerous,  and  arduous  to  the  last  degree.  What, 
then,  have  we  done  ?  We  commenced  the 
session  of  Parliament  with  a  debate  on  the 
appointment  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  and  hav» 
had  to  wind  it  up  with  a  debate  on  the  Poma- 
haka  purchase.  Probably,  when  years  go  by — 
and,  unfortunately,  time  does  roll  on — many 
of  the  measures  which  we  have  put  on  the 
statute-book  this  session  will  be  repealed, 
and  others  will  be  forgotten;  but  I  venture 
to  assert  that  this  country  will  never  forget 
the  gross  impropriety  of  the  appointment  of 
the  Serjeant-at-Arms  and  the  pecaliarity  of 
the  Pomahaka  purchase.  This  Parliament 
will  be  celebrated  in  years  to  come  as  the 
Parliament  which,  in  spite  of  all  the  provi- 
sions and  intentions  of  the  Disqualification 
Act,  deliberately  supported  the  Government 
in  the  wrongful  position  they  took  up  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  in  defi- 
ance of  the  principle  of  the  Disqualification 
Act.  And  it  will  be  remembered  also  for  this : 
that  a  property  scarcely  valued  at  £8,000  was 
purchased  by  the  Government  for  more  than 
double  that  sum — to  be  exact,  £18,656 — with 
practically  no  inquiry  whatsoever  into  its  real 
value.  These  will  be  the  important  features 
remembered  in  connection  with  the  present 
Parliament  as  time  goes  on.  It  will  be  found 
that  these  two  questions  will  stand  out  in 
prominence,  and  platforms  from  one  end  of 
Kew  Zealand  to  the  other  will  ring  with  these 
two  matters.  People  will  then  he  allowed  to 
judge  whether  in  opposing  such  proceedings 
we  were  wasting  time,  or  whether,  a  great 
principle  being  at  stake,  we  did  our  duty. 
Where  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  that 
was  brought  down  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  delivered  by  His  Excellency  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  ?  We  know  that  much 
of  it  has  not  even  been  attempted  to  be  in- 
troduced. Many  questions  then  deemed  by 
the  Government  to  be  of  vital  importance — 
where  are  they?      Where   is    the  Lioenaing 
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till?  Does  any  honoarable  member  believe 
hat  the  Government  intended  to  pass  the 
iicensing  Bill  ?  We  know  they  did  not :  not 
hat  I  am  prepared  to  blame  tbem  for  that. 
do  not  think  it  was  desirable  for  the  Govern- 
lent  to  introduce  that  BiU.  But  I  have  a 
borough  dislike  to  Bills  being  put  on  the 
>rder  Paper,  after  (hey  have  been  alluded  to 
a  the  Governor's  Speech  as  if  they  were  of  the 
ireatest  importance,  and  to  treating  them  in 
noh  a  way  as  to  keep  members  on  tenter- 
looks,  and  then  not  bringing  on  the  Bills  at 
kll.  That  is  why  the  session  has  been  of  such 
nterminable  length.  We  have  not  known  on 
his  side  of  the  House  on  any  day  what  busi- 
less  waa  coming  on  for  discussion.  We  have 
«en,'day  after  day,  that  when  there  were  on 
he  Order  Paper  numbers  1,  2,  and  8 — Bills 
Thioh  we  were  led  to  imagine  were  going  to 
M  discussed,  and  which  we  had  read  and  en- 
leavoured  to  understand  —  they  were  almost 
nvariably  not  brought  on  for  discussion,  but 
ihat  some  other  kind  of  business  was  brought 
lown,  for  which  we  were  unprepared.  Sir,  I 
ibonld  have  imagined  that  the  principle  in  the 
Mlicy  of  public  works  introduced  this  year  is 
ierfeotly  unique  in  the  history  of  Australasia. 
tt  is  true  that  we  bad  a  large  borrowing  policy 
a  1870,  but  it  was  introduced  by  a  man  who 
vas  a  past  master  in  finance,  and  it  was  sur- 
nnnded  by  all  sorts  of  restrictions.  It  was  not 
lossible  to  use  the  loans  then  authorised  in  a 
inanner  which  might  suit  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  and  the  Government,  uacon- 
•loUed  by  any  one  else.  Yet  we  have  this  year 
>een  invited  to  make,  and  the  House  has  passed, 
appropriations  for  money  amounting  to  mil- 
ions  sterling,  a  large  proportion  of  which  can 
\te  scattered  in  any  way  desired,  without  check 
l>y  members  of  this  House.  I  do  not  wish 
to  impute  bribery  to  anybody,  but  I  ask  every 
member  amongst  us,  can  there  be  any  better 
>pportunity  for  bribery  than  this? — for  there 
IS  scarcely  a  district  in  the  colony  in  which 
the  Minister  cannot  spend  money  without 
ihe  control  of  the  people,  except,  perhaps, 
in  Canterbury  and  my  own  unfortunate  elec- 
toral district. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — You  were  not  bribed, 
;hen? 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  do  not  think  I  can 
l>e  bribed. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Be  as  charitable  to  other 
people,  then. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  have  not  accused 
uiybody  of  being  bribed.  I  have  not  spoken 
>f  any  individual,  or  of  any  attempt  to  bribe 
anybody.  I  am  speaking  of  the  policy  now 
'joaugurated,  in  which  large  sums  of  money 
tre  granted  to  Ministers  to  spend  in  whatever 
way  they  like.  And,  if  I  am  told  that  they  are 
lot  to  spend  the  money,  it  makes  the  matter 
irorse,  because  then  they  can  spend  the  money 
n  what  way  they  choose.  If  they  choose  to 
ipend  the  money  in  any  particular  district 
ihey  have  power  to  do  so ;  whilst,  on  the  other 
land,  if  they  think  it  advisable  not  to  spend 

r  on    large  sums  of  money  in  any  particu- 

**     '    lar  district,  they  can  avoid  spending  it. 

Toii.  i:ixxxvi.-m 


Sir,  I  do  not  wish  at  this  late  hour  to  touch 
on  many  more  points,  but  there  is  this  one 
point:  I  allude  to  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  the  proprietor — or,  rather, 
manager — of  the  Benmore  Station  and  the 
Minister  of  Defence.  I  do  not  for  one  instant 
enter  into  the  dispute,  and,  while  I  admit  that 
the  manager  of  the  Benmore  Station  acted 
most  injudiciously  in  writing  to  the  Government 
three  months  before  there  was  any  possibility 
of  disturbance  in  the  neighbourhood,  and,  while 
I  do  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  have  been  a 
squabble,  I  am  quite  sure  of  this :  that  if  there 
had  been  a  sensible  man  on  the  station  there 
was  no  necessity  for  any  squabble  at  all.  I 
want  to  point  out  that  it  is  the  first  duty  of  an 
administrator  to  maintain  and  administer  the 
law,  and  I  think  it  was,  I  might  almost  say, 
a  diabolically  wrong  thing  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  to  have  ever  addressed  a  letter  of  the 
description  written,  evidently  at  the  dictation 
of  the  Premier,  in  connection  with  a  labour 
dispute.  Nothing  could  be  worse  than  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  Minister.  Although 
the  letter  was  sent  by  his  Under-Secretary,  the 
Minister  cannot  dissociate  his  conduct  from 
that  of  the  Under-Secretary  of  his  department, 
and  I  wish  to  enter  the  strongest  protest 
against  the  principle  of  refusing  to  maintain 
an  impartial  observance  of  law  and  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  accept  the  responsibility. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  he  cannot  put  that  responsi* 
bility  oS  his  shoulders. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  was  done  by  my  direction, 
and  I  accept  the  responsibility. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  condition  of  the 
country  is  now  a  very  serious  one.  Never  be- 
fore, I  suppose,  during  the  memory  of  any  of 
us  has  there  been  so  much  distress  from  one 
end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other  J  as  there  is 
at  the  present  moment.  Who  is  responsible 
for  that?  I  wish  to  be  as  lenient  as  I  can 
on  an  occasion  like  this,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  attribute  the  whole  of  the  blame  for  the 
misery  and  distress  that  is  now  prevalent  in 
the  country  to  the  Government.  In  fact,  I 
should  be  wrong  if  I  did  so,  because  I  do  not 
think  that  we  can  do  so.  But  what  I  do 
say  is  that  to  a  very  considerable  extent  the 
distress  and  misery  has  been  aggravated  by 
the  conduct  of  the  Government.  Have  the  Go- 
vernment in  any  way  endeavoured  to  grapple 
with  the  "  unemployed "  difiBculty  ?  Not  a 
bit  of  it.  They  have  used  it,  it  seems  to  me, 
for  their  own  political  purposes,  and  they  have 
not  endeavoured  in  a  comprehonsive  way  to 
solve  the  question  of  the  unemployed.  No 
evidence  has  been  put  before  this  House, 
no  evidence  has  suggested  itself  to  my  mind, 
that  the  Government  has  endeavoured  to  do 
anything  of  the  sort.  But  when  we  come  to 
review  the  position  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
Government  has  based  its  claim  to  popularity 
Skud  public  favour  to  a  large  extent  on  the  land- 
tax.  They  have  told  us  that  the  substitution 
of  the  land-tax  for  the  property-tax  would 
bring  prosperity  back   to   the  country.     Has 
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saoh  been  the  case?  The  OoTentment  has 
placed  reliance  on  the  nostiam  of  the  land- 
tax  and  its  power  -to  bring  about  prosperity 
— and  I  do  not  want  to  now  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  land-tax  verMtu  the  property-tax, 
but  I  say  merely  that  the  Government  has 
based  iu  claim  to  public  favour  on  imposing 
drastic  taxation  upon  the  landed  interest.  And 
what  has  been  the  result  to  the  country  ?  Has 
it  been  satisfactory?  Has  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  improved  in  any  way  since  the 
Government  has  adopted  tliis  policy?  I  will 
tell  you.  The  Government  have  done — what? 
They  imposed  a  graduated  tax  upon  the  larger 
estates,  which  they  said  would  bring  about  pro- 
sperity. It  was  to  have  the  effeot  of  bursting 
up  large  estates,  and  was  going  to  plaoe  the 
people  on  the  land.  Has  this  distress  and 
the  "unemployed"  difficulty  been  the  result? 
^bat  has  been  the  result  of  the  graduated 
land-tax  and  of  the  absentee-tax  ?  The  Go- 
vernment may  have  possibly  raised  a  sum  of 
£150,000  by  the  gnwluated  taxation ;  but  what 
has  been  the  practical  result  of  that  ?  It  has 
been  this  :  that  the  landowner,  right  or  wrong, 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  has 
been  frightened  as  to  his  future.  Confidence 
has  been  shaken  ;  and,  instead  of  the  large 
landowner  spending  money  on  improvements, 
there  is  nothing  but  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
landed  interest,  with  this  result:  that  never 
since  I  can  remember  have  the  people  entered 
upon  new  improvements  on  their  properties 
with  such  faint  hearts  as  they  are  doing  at 
the  present  time.  And  that  fear  to  embark 
capital  in  the  improvement  of  lands  has  been 
aggravated  by  this:  that  the  monetary  insti- 
tutions have  also  been  frightened,  and  many 
of  the  landowners  have  been  unable  to  get 
further  supplies  of  money  for  the  improvement 
of  their  properties ;  and  the  consequent  eSect 
of  that  is,  the  number  of  unemployed  in  the 
country  districts  has  never  been  greater  than 
it  is  at  the  present  moment,  though  it  may 
yet  increase.  Sir,  it  is  to  a  very  large  extent 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government  that  has 
induced  that  feat.  Has  the  Government  en- 
couraged the  manufacturing  industries?  Have 
there  been  any  further  developments  of  manu- 
faotaring  industries  iu  the  colony  since  the 
Government  took  office?  Ou  the  contrary, 
manufactures  are  languishing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  the  dairy  in- 
dustry ? 

Captain  KUSSELL.— The  industry  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  unable  to  kill  is  the  dairy 
industry.  It  is  an  industry  which  the  Premier 
himself  has  been  unable  to  kill,  though  I  be- 
lieve myself  that  by  the  policy  of  Protection 
which  in  all  probability  he  will  bringdown  next 
yeac  he  will  crush  that  industry.  I  say  that 
the  manufacturing  industries — I  do  not  call 
butter-making  a  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  word — -have  rather  decreased 
than  increased  during  the  term  the  honourable 
gentlemen  have  been  in  office,  with  the  result 
that  artisans  are  now  working  fewer  hours. 
They  cannot  get  full  employment,  and  there- 
fore have  to  work  for  less  wages  than  when  the 
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honourable  gentlemen  took  office,  and  there 
has  been  more  depression  and  more  distress  in 
the  towns  among  the  artisan  class  than  tiiere 
has  ever  been  before.  Generally,  from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other  there  is  that  feeling 
of  suppressed  fear  which  is  shaking  enterprise 
in  every  possible  direction.  I  venture  to  say  that 
never  before  in  the  history  of  the  colony  have 
there  been  so  many  unemployed  in  the  oountty. 
Kvery  financial  institution  has  been  fright«n«d 
by  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  they  will 
advance  no  money  at  all  for  the  industrial 
enterprises  of  the  colony.  Not  only  have  a 
desirable  class  of  people  with  capital  been  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  this  colony,  but  others 
have  been  frightened  out  of  it.  If  we  want 
any  evidence  of  that,  we  have  only  to  place  Ur. 
Glyn,  the  Cbairmsxi  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, in  the  witness-box,  and  if  any  one  would 
be  likely  to  give  evidence  in  favour  of  a  Go- 
vernment which  has  backed  that  institution 
it  would  be  Mr.  Glyn.  Ho  tells  us  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  has  been  such  that 
they  have  been  unable  to  deal  with  their 
landed  estates,  and  that  the  result  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  has  caused  the  un- 
satisfactory position  of  the  Globe  Assets  Com- 
pany. Though  the  Government  has  bolstered 
up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  with  an  amount  of 
two  millions  of  money,  capital  has  been  scared 
from  investment,  most  desirable  settlers  have 
flown  to  Mashonaland  or  elsewhere,  and  stag- 
nation stares  us  in  the  face ;  and  that,  to  my 
mind,  has  been  the  result  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  Sir,  I  say  there  is  not  one 
single  statesman  on  the  Government  benches. 
They  have  never  understood  even  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "prevision"  at  all.  They  live  only 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  band  to  mouth. 
They  have  never  thought  of  the  morrow.  They 
ore  of  the  type  of  the  village  politician, — U 
they  are  even  worthy  of  the  name  of  politician. 
When  I  say  "  village  politician "  I  mean  the 
man  who  likes  to  stroll  down  the  street  to  the 
local  publicbouse  in  the  evening,  and  read  the 
paper,  and  gossip  about  the  political  topics  of 
the  hour.  There  is  no  statesmanship  whatever 
in  their  policy  :  they  never  look  ahead.  They 
came  in.  Sir,  on  a  wave  of  almost  prosperity, 
because  the  colony  had  emerged  from  some 
years  of  depression,  and  had  been  progressing 
steadily  year  by  year  while  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment were  in  power.  But  since  then  the 
colony  has  been  going  on  from  bad  to  worse. 
They  saw  hundreds  of  our  young  colonists 
floating  away  to  Australia,  not  only  attracted 
by  Coolgardie,  but  actually  driven  out,  because 
there  is  a  propelling  force  from  behind.  There 
are  one  or  two  other  matters  I  should  like  to 
address  myself  to,  and  I  hope  I  do  not  weary 
the  House,  for  it  is  only  a  sense  of  duty  that 
impels  me  to  speak.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this : 
The  policy  that  the  Government  put  before  the 
House  in  connection  with  the  Midland  Railway 
was  of  a  most  extraordinary  character.  By 
way  of  aiding  a  private  company  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  that  this  colony  should  give  them 
£618,250  in  money,  which  meant,  practically, 
a  charge  on  the  people  of  the  colony  of  over 
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£21,000  annually  for  all  time ;  and  that  was 
for  a  railway  which  the  colony  might  some 
-day  have  to  purchase  to  complete  the  railway 
system  of  the  colony.  And  when  an  over- 
twhelming  majority  declined  in  a  full  House 
to  tolerate  such  a  monstrous  proposal,  then 
the  Government  by  a  side-wind  endeavoured 
to  bring  the  question  up  again.  They  tried  a 
system  of  compulsion  on  their  followers  which 
certainly  is  not  creditable  to  the  GoTemment, 
and  which  certainly  does  not  eTinoe  a  very  fine 
(ippreciation  of  the  intelligence  of  their  fol- 
lowers. They  tried  to  make  them  recant  the 
vote  they  had  given  after  careful  deliberation, 
and  defeat  the  expressed  wish  of  Parliament 
by  a  side-wind.  And  this  was  done  by  the 
Government  that  profess  themselves  to  have 
an  overwhelming  trust  of  the  people,  and  who 
express  a  wish  to  be  guided  on  all  occasions 
by  majorities.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
points  I  should  like  to  touch  on.  I  come  to  the 
grievance  which  wo  all  feel  as  farmers  in  the 
«ompalsory  leyying  of  twenty -four  months' 
land-tax  on  the  farmers  within  a  period  of 
«ight  months.  Never  before  was  such  unjust 
taxation  imposed  on  the  farmers ;  and  at  a 
time,  too,  when  frozen  mutton,  grain,  and 
wool  arc  down  to  their  lowest  values — they  are 
the  staples  of  the  farmer's  income— the  Go- 
vernment come  down  ruthlessly,  though  boast- 
ing a  Inrge  surplus,  and  ask  us  to  find  a  large 
sum  of  money  when  it  is  impossible  to  raise 
a,  lien  upon  the  crops  and  the  wool,  and  when 
the  farmer  has  completed  all  his  arrange- 
ments for  the  year,  and  when  the  institutions 
from  which  they  borrow  money  are  becoming 
harder  and  stricter.  I  am  afraid  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  which  were  introduced 
lately  will  reduce  the  probable  surplus  next 
year  to  a  very  narrow  limit.  We  shall  find 
this  difficulty :  that,  instead  of  having  £250,000 
to  pass  over  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  as  Minis- 
ters have  been  doing  for  two  years,  and  as  they 
led  the  country  to  expect  they  would  do  in  the 
future,  the  balance  will  be  very  small  that  they 
will  be  able  to  hand  over  to  that  fund.  I 
hope  I  may  be  wrong.  But,  at  any  rate,  I  pro- 
phesy this :  Whatever  the  revenue  may  really 
prove  on  paper,  we  shall  again  have  a  surplus 
shown.  Whether  it  will  be  an  actual  surplus, 
or  whether,  again,  the  land-tax  will  have  to  be 
collected  very  shortly  after  declaring  a  large 
surplus,  are  very  different  things ;  but  on  paper 
there  will  be  a  surplus.  I  am  glad  to  think 
the  country  is  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  our 
finance  is  in  a  very  bad  way.  I  believe  the 
country  is  coming  to  its  senses.  We  on  this 
side  of  the  House  do  not  want  the  country 
to  turn  against  the  Government,  yet  we  are 
anxious  that  the  country  should  learn  to  ap- 
preciate what  the  Government  really  is,  and, 
when  they  have  learned  that,  in  all  probability 
they  will  turn  away  from  them  with  horror, 

,  and"  call  upon  other  men  to  provide  a  remedy  ; 
and  a  very  drastic  and  unpleasant  medicine 
tbey  will  have  to  provide.  The  duty  which  will 
be  forced  ou  this  side  of  the  House  whenever  it 
comes  into  power  is  one  that  must  prove  most 

■  distressing  to  every  person  of  a  feeling  heart  or 


sensitive  mind.  I  look  forward  to  the  proba- 
bility that  whenever  this  side  comes  into  power 
again  it  will  have  such  an  unpleasant  duty  to 
perform  that  it  will  nearly  break  our  hearts  in 
doing  it ;  and  in  all  probability,  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  after  we  have  restored  the  finances 
and  restored  a  feeling  of  confidence  to  the  coun- 
try once  more,  demagogues  will  parade  and 
overpersuade  the  country,  with  the  result  that 
we,  having  done  our  duty,  shall  be  ignomini- 
ously  ejected  from  office  for  having  done  it. 
We  shatll  eventually  lose  our  individual  seats 
for  having  bad  the  courage  to  tell  the  people 
what  fools  they  have  been  in  believing  that  by 
reliance  on  wordy  promises  and  the  platitudes 
of  demagogues  prosperity  can  be  assured  to 
everybody.  That  Is  the  fate  I  expect  myself  it 
I  am  ever  compelled  to  take  office  again.  I 
realise  this :  Persons  who  endeavour  to  do  their 
duty,  and  tell  the  country  they  cannot  by 
nostrums  be  brought  into  a  state  of  prosperity, 
that  men  must  depend  on  their  own  right  hand 
and  brave  heart,  must  work  honestly  and  be 
self-denying — those  are  not  the  men  that  are 
wanted.  Perhaps  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  would  say  they  are  not  "  the 
real  Mackay."  But  still  I  look  forward  to  a 
day  when  again  prudence  will  prevail  in  New 
Zealand;  when  the  prudent  man,  who  has  the 
courage  of  his  convictions  and  does  not  endea- 
vour to  humbug  the  people,  will  again  be  asked 
to  take  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try. But  we  all  retJise  that  the  preaching  of 
common-sense  is  an  ungrateful  task,  and  that 
the  world  will  be  ungrateful  to  us  for  having 
performed  it.  I  may  be  told  this  is  a  pessi- 
mistic view  to  take.  But  I  thank  Goodness 
I  am  no  pessimist.  Fairly  robust  in  health, 
with  a  good  constitution  and  an  easy-going 
disposition,  pessimism  is  quite  unknown  to  me. 
But  when  i  have  two  and  two  placed  before 
me  and  am  told  they  make  eight,  common- 
sense  convinces  me  tbey  make  only  four.  The 
world  has  been  recently  assured  that  two  and 
two  make  mare  than  four,  and  it  has  come  to 
believe  it.  But  the  day  of  awakening  is  not 
far  from  us,  and  what  will  be  the  result? 
That  those  who  have  been  humbugged  pre- 
viously by  charlatans,  quacks,  and  empirics, 
and  chicanery  of  all  kinds  will  wake  up  to  the 
fact  that  they  must  come  back  to  persons  who 
will  tell  the  truth,  and  who  speak  plainly,  aud 
say  truthfully  that  nothing  but  hard  work  and 
cessation  from  relying  on  the  foreign  money- 
lender will  bring  back  prosperity  to  the  coun- 
try. There  is  no  doubt,  for  some  time  past 
the  feeling  which  placed  those  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  in  the  position  they  are 
occupying  has  changed,  and  may  be  summar- 
ised in  a  few  words  from  Shakespeare : — 
"  It  is  ten  o'clook. 
Thns  may  wo  see,"  quoth  he,  "  how  the  world  wags. 
'Tis  but  aa  hoar  ago  since  it  was  nine, 
And  after  an  hour  more  'twill  be  eleven ; 
And  HO  from  hour  to  hour  we  ripo  and  ripe. 
And  tlien  from  hour  to  hour  we  rot  and  rot. 
And  thereby  hungg  a,  tale." 
They  have  come  to  their  time  of  ripeness,  and 
it  will  not  be  very  long  before,  over-ripe,  they 
will  rot  and  rot,  and  fall  to  the  ground. 
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_o-  Mr.  BEEVES.— It  ia  not  eaiy  to 
'  deliver  a  set  speech  in  the  dying  hours 
of  the  session,  and  I  shall  not  take  up  more 
time  than  I  can  possibly  help.  I  would  much 
rather  take  a  five-barred  gate  than  address  a 
Bet  speech  to  honourable  members  who  must 
be  thoroughly  sick  and  tired  of  speeches.  In 
fact,  I  should  not  have  ventured  to  detain 
my  brother  members  during  the  dying  hours 
of  the  session  if  it  had  not  been  that  the 
very  excellent  speech  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  seemed  to  us  to  demand  an  im- 
mediate reply.  My  chief  considered  that 
I  ought  to  do  my  best  to  meet  that  speech, 
and,  aa  I  believe  in  there  being  only  one 
general,  and  in  that  general's  orders  being 
obeyed,  I  shall  try  to  make  a  speech  which  I 
would  very  much  rather  not  have  been  called 
upon  to  deliver.  The  speech  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  a  very  excellent  one,  and 
to  have  expected  a  better  under  the  oiroum- 
stances  wonld,  I  think,  have  been  unreasonable. 
A  brighter,  pluckier,  and  more  gentlemanly 
speech,  under  the  circumstances,  I  think,  one 
eonld  hardly  have  listened  to.  I  say  that, 
although  the  honourable  gentleman  began 
his  speech  "  sans  eyes,  sans  taste,  sans  every- 
Uiing,"  and  ended  it  with  "rot."  There  are 
very  few  speakers  who  could  venture  on  such 
a  remarkable  coincidence  without  suffering  for 
it,  but  luckily  my  honourable  friend  is  one  of 
the  few  speakers  who  can.  We  like  him  so 
much,  and  we  like  his  speeches  so  much,  that 
it  is  almost  a  pleasure  to  be  "  dressed  down  " 
by  the  honouraole  gentleman.  It  reminds  one 
of  a  character  in  one  of  Dumas's  novels  who 
was  killed  in  a  duel,  and  who,  when  he  was 
dying,  congratulated  himself  on  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  run  through  by  the  best  swords- 
man in  France.  My  honourable  friend  made 
an  exceedingly  nice  speech,  and  he  made  an 
exceedingly  plucky  speech.  When  one  thinks 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  Opposition  one 
cannot  help  thinking  that  it  must  take  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  courage  for  the  leader  of 
that  party  to  make  such  a  bright  and  lively 
speech.  My  honourable  friend  has  done  his 
best  at  the  end  of  the  session  to  cover  the  re- 
treat of  bis  party.  It  was  just  like  the  end  of 
a  stubbornly-contested  battle,  when  a  brave 
colonel  of  cavalry,  drawing  his  sword,  meikes 
bis  regiment  charge  once  more,  not  with  the 
hope  of  victory,  but  in  order  to  cover  a  re- 
treat. I  believe  if  the  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  had  remained  a  soldier  he  would  have 
exhibited  fine  soldierly  qualities.  But  my 
honourable  friend  carries  his  soldierly  qualities 
into  the  way  in  which  he  leads  his  party  in 
this  House.  I  think  that  is  the  explanation  of 
the  very  excellent,  very  lively,  and  very  cour- 
ageous speech  to  which  we  have  listened.  Ue 
bravely  endeavoured  to  cover  a  retreat.  As  to 
the  Opposition,  I  do  not  blame  them  for  being 
beaten.  When  I  came  into  this  House  some 
seven  or  eight  years  ago,  I  hod  the  pleasure 
of  always  being  beaten  for  the  first  three  years. 
And  very  excellent  discipline  it  was.  In  the 
same  way  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  discipline 
which  the  party  opposite  have  undergone,  and 


are  undergoing,  will  do  them  good,  and  that  if — 
as  my  honourable  friend  predicts — they  coma 
into  office  some  day,  they  will  not,  when  they 
do  come  in,  make  quite  such  a  mess  of  things  as 
they  did  when  they  were  here  before.  Having 
said  so  much,  I  may  be  permitted  to  point 
out  one  or  two  things  in  regard  to  which  I 
think  that  speech  was  not  altogether  so  excel- 
lent or  quite  so  convincing.  My  honourable 
friend  said  some  very  hard  things  of  as.  As 
I  have  said,  he  said  them  very  nicely,  but 
the  things  were  so  hard  that  had  they  coma 
from  any  other  honourable  member  we  should 
probably  have  resented  them,  and  resented 
them  rather  hotly.  "  Bribery  "  is  a  hard  and 
ugly  word,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  ba 
heud  here.  Then,  I  do  think  this:  that  th« 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  department  respon- 
sible for  the  Polhill  Gully  purchase  might  have 
been  more  generous  to  the  Minister  who  is 
responsible  for  the  PomahaJca  purchase.  As 
regards  that  purchase,  what  has  been  said 
about  it  ?  Fiist  of  all,  that  a  gentleman  who 
is  in  a  Government  department — ^but  not  in 
the  Lands  Department —is  a  nephew  of  tha 
seller  of  the  laud.  If  every  man  who  has  a 
relative  in  some  branch  of  the  Civil  Servica 
is  to  be  tabooed  in  reference  to  dealing 
with  tha  Government  of  the  country  thata 
would  be  a  very  large  section  of  the  popa- 
lation  of  New  Zealand  who  would  not  ba 
permitted  to  have  anything  to  do  with  tha 
State.  It  has  been  said  that  we  gave  too  much 
for  the  land,  that  the  purchase  was  completed 
rashly,  and  that  proper  valuations  were  not 
taken.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  land  was 
valued  and  revalued,  and  the  evidence  sbows- 
that  the  purchase  was  spread  over  a  period  of 
time  which  would  have  been  called  nnreason- 
able  delay  on  the  part  of  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  if  one  of  their  friends  had  entered 
into  negotiations  to  sell  his  land  and  if  tha 
purchase  had  broken  down.  In  fact,  it  waa 
spread  over  a  period  of  time  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  extravagant  in  the  case  of  a  Mr. 
Gray,  who  wanted  to  sell  the  Government  some 
land,  and  who  is  a  gentleman  not  of  "  the  right 
colour."  The  evidence  shows  that  the  Poma- 
haka  land  was  valued  and  revalued ;  and,  as  for 
proof  of  the  success  of  the  purchase,  I  think 
tlie  prompt  manner  in  which  the  land  has  been 
taken  up  shows  that.  However,  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  that  topic.  It  has  been  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  and  everybody  is  sick  of  the  whole 
question.  Nobody  now  alleges  that  the  charges 
made  against  the  Minister  of  Lands  wera 
founded  upon  fact.  Just  the  same  charges  as 
to  the  excessive  price  paid  were  levelled  at  tha 
Cheviot  purchase,  and  they  will  be  levelled 
against  every  other  purchase  which  we  make. 
Tbe  leader  of  the  Opposition  launched  out 
into  a  kind  of  panegyric — or  shall  I  call  it  a 
funeral  oration  ? — over  his  party  and  their  con- 
duct during  this  session. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— iiesurjam. 

Mr.  KEEVKS.— "ii«««rjom"/  1  hope  so. 
According  to  the  honourable  gentleman  there 
was  never  such  an  Opposition  for  businesslike 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  House,  for  modeia- 
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tioD,  for  nflefal  critioism,  for  regular  attendance 
in  their  places,  and  above  all  for  a  strict  re- 
fraining from  obstruction.     Of  course  there  are 
tvio  ways  to  look  at  that.    There  have  been 
occasions  on  which  the  Opposition  have  been 
actively  attentive  to  the  Dusiness,  and  there 
have  been  occasions  on  which  they  have  been 
«onspicuous  by  their  absence.    I  have  some- 
times looked  on  those  seats  and  have  seen  a 
beggarly  array  of  empty  benches.     On  other 
occasions  we  have  seen  one  or  two  of  those 
honourable  members  coming  into  the  House, 
and  one  or  two  going  out,  and  those  who  came 
in  repeating  the  remarks  of  those  who  went 
out.    Very  often  nothing  was  said  which  had 
not  been  said  before;  speakers  repeated  each 
other,  and   then   proceeded   to   repeat  them- 
selves.    That,  I  regret  to  say,  has  not  un- 
freqaentiy  been  the  manner  in  which   Her 
Majesty's  Opposition  have  conducted  business 
this  session.    When  I  say  that,  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I  am  not  levelling  that 
aceasabion   against   the    leader   of   the  party. 
He  has  been   conspicuously  free  from  those 
faalts.    Then,  my  honourable  friend  proceeded 
to  attack  us.     He  lays  down  a  long  list  of  our 
crimes.  It  is,  he  says,  a  Government  of  bounce, 
bunkum,    blunter,    banquets,    and    abuse.    It 
is  almost  a  pity  that  "abuse"  came  in,  thus 
spoiling    the    alliteration.      The    honourable 
gentleman  should  have  tried  to  conjure  up  one 
xnore  "  b,"  so  as  to  make  the  list  artistically 
complete.    He  complained  that  we  were  doing 
all  these  things,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  he 
insinuated  that  there  had  been  bribery.     The 
word  "  bribery  "  is  a  word  which  I  do  not  think 
-ought  to  be  used  in   this  House.     It  is  not 
allowed  to  be  used  by  way  of  a  direct  charge, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
'be   used    by  way   of   insinuation.      Yet   my 
bononrable  friend  unquestionably  used  it  so  to- 
night.    He  said,  "  I  do  not  accuse  the  Minis- 
ters of  bribing,  or  honourable  members  of  being 
bribed,  but  I  do  say  the  Government  policy  of 
spending  money  in  the  various  districts  as  it  is 
spent  was  a  policy  of  bribery."    In  other  words, 
-we  were  not  bribing,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
bers were  not  bribed,  but  we  spend  the  money 
in  their  districts  in  such  a  way  as  to  bribe 
tbem,  and  we  do  it  intentionally.    Just  so  one 
might  say,  "  I  do  not  accuse  Smith  of  being 
a    thief,  but   I   saw  him  put  his  hand  into 
my  pocket,  and  I  saw  his  hand  withdrawn 
from  ray  pocket  with  a  pocket-handkerchief 
between  his  fingers."     That  is  what  I  call 
Accusing  us  by  insinuation  of  bribery,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  accusation  weis  at  all  worthy 
of   the   honourable  gentleman.     If  anything 
]n  the  way  of  our  expenditure  of  public  funds 
gave    colour   to   that,    there   might    be    some 
jastification.     But  I  say.  Go  all  through  the 
colony,  examine  and  scrutinise  the  expenditure 
as  closely  as  you  can,  and  I  do  not  think  you 
will  see  there  is  the  least  pretension  for  saying 
that  we  only  spend  money  in  the  districts  of 
our   snpporters,   and  do    not  spend  it  in  the 
districts  of  our  opponents.     Take,  for  example, 
the  province  in  which  we  are  strongest — a  large 
province,  in  which  every  district  returns  a  Oo- 


Temment  supporter,  where  the  least  en  thusiastio 
of  our  supporters  has  but  one  grievance,  and 
that  is  that  we  have  said  ho  does  not  support 
us.  I  am  referring  to  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury. Has  the  greater  part  of  tho  money  been 
spent  there  ?  On  the  contrary,  that  is  just  the 
one  district  where  there  is  no  expenditure  at 
all.  Take  the  districts,  for  example,  of  some 
of  our  opponents.  Take  the  district  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  or  the  district 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  or  the 
district  of  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha, 
and  I  venture  to  say  each  one  of  these  has  far 
more  money  expended  in  it  than  the  whole  of 
the  Province  of  Canterbury. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  say.  Yes.  Take  the  figures. 
There  is  more  money  laid  out  in  the  Clutha 
district  and  in  the  district  adjoining  it  than 
there  is  in  the  whole  Province  of  Canterbury. 
There  is  far  more  money  laid  out  in  the  Patea 
district  than  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury; 
and  more  money  laid  out  in  the  Egmont  dis- 
trict— at  any  rate,  in  that  little  district  there 
is  just  about  as  much  spent  as  in  the  whole  of 
Canterbury.  That,  I  take  it,  is  a  fair  argu- 
ment to  be  used,  and  what  it  means  is  that  we 
have  not  looked  at  supporters,  that  we  have 
not  looked  at  opponents,  but  that  we  have 
looked  at  districts  which  required  money  to  be 
spent  in  pushing  on  the  work  of  settlement, 
and  where  money  could  be  spent  best  and 
most  reproduotively,  and  in  those  districts  we 
have  spent  the  money.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  interrupts  me, 
and  says  we  have  not  spent  money  in  Canter- 
bury because  no  settlement  was  going  on 
there. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  never  said  anything  of 
the  sort.  I  said  Canterbury  got  the  Xiand  for 
Settlements  Bill  and  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Well,  is  there  no  other  pro- 
vince which  can  get  advances  to  its  settlers?  Is 
Canterbury  the  only  province  where  farmers 
have  mortgages?  Is  Canterbury  the  only  plckoe 
where  money  is  borrowed  ?  I  scarcely  think 
that.  As  regards  the  land  for  settlements, 
we  have  a  Bill,  but  we  have  no  purchase  yet, 
though  I  hope  we  shall.  But  the  point  is 
not  that.  I  think  and  believe  that  Canterbury 
will  not  be  the  only  province  in  which  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill  will  be  brought  into 
operation.  If  we  get  our  fair  share  of  the 
land  -  purchases  undertaken  and  carried  out 
in  Canterbury,  that  will  not  in  the  least  alter 
what  I  say,  and  that  is  that,  under  this  large 
public-works  expenditure  out  of  the  estimates, 
which  amounts  to  about  a  million,  the  num- 
ber of  thousands  spent  in  Canterbury  can, 
I  think,  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand.  Yet  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  all 
the  electoral  districts  have  declared  for  the  pre- 
sent Government.  The  Province  of  Welling- 
ton, where  our  opponents,  relatively  speaking, 
number  the  largest,  where  they  show  the 
strongest  front — that  is  the  province  which 
comes  about  best  out  of  the  scramble.  At 
any  rate,  out  of  the  scramble  it  does  toler- 
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ftbly  well.  That  is  om  answet  to  the  charge 
that  we  have  simply  used  the  public-works 
expenditure  as  a  means  of  bribing  our  sup- 
porters and  their  constituencies.  Then,  my 
honourable  friend  went  on  to  say  that  we  had 
DO  policy ; — that  we  had  brought  down  Bills  in 
shoals,  flung  them  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
did  not  attend  to  the  drawing  of  them,  did  not 
know  anything  about  them,  did  not  understand 
them 

Captain  KUSSELL. — I  except  you. 

Mr.  REEVES. had  no  arguments  to  give 

for  them,  no  explanation  to  make  of  them,  no 
defence  of  them;  that  the  Premier  was  the 
Oovernment,  spoke  for  the  Government,  acted 
for  the  Government;  that  his  colleagues  kept 
no  check  upon  him,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
check  him ;  that  they  did  not  even  sit  in  the 
House  here  to  watch  him,  but  were,  in  fact,  the 
merest  ciphers — the  merest  dummies.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  last  accusation — that  the 
members  of  the  Government  are  mere  dummies 
— I  think  my  honourable  friend  ought  to  know 
enough  about  Cabinet  work  not  to  have  made 
that  statement.  At  any  rate,  it  should  not  come 
from  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  to  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  belonging,  because  if  ever  there 
was  a  Cabinet  against  which  the  accusation 
was  levelled  with  a  certain  amount  of  colour 
that  it  was  a  one-man  Government,  I  think 
it  was  the  Cabinet  of  the  late  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— That  was  before  my 
time. 

Mr.  REEVES. —The  honourable  member 
was  a  member  of  the  Atkinson  Cabinet,  and, 
although  we  perfectly  well  remember  he  was 
there  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  almost 
prostrated  with  severe  illness,  yet  I  do  not 
think  the  dominating  mind  of  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son ceased  to  dominate  that  Qoveinment.  But 
the  chances  are  that  what  was  said  of  that 
Government  was  exaggerated,  just  as  what  is 
said  of  the  present  Government  is  very  much 
exaggerated.  How  can  honourable  gentlemen 
possil^ly  know  that  subordinate  Ministers  have 
no  opinions  of  their  own,  or  whether  they 
difier  from  the  Premier  or  not? — because,  if 
the  Ministers  are  worth  their  salt,  if  they  are 
loyal  to  their  chief,  they  do  not  discuss  and 
quarrel  and  argue  in  public.  They  wash  their 
dirty  linen  behind  the  scenes.  They  argue  the 
points  in  Cabinet,  but  when  face  to  face  with 
the  foe  they  show  a  united  front,  just  as  any 
Ministers  worth  tiieir  salt  always  have  done 
and  always  will  do.  Now,  without  betraying 
Cabinet  secrets,  I  venture  to  say  the  subordi- 
nate Ministers  of  this  Cabinet  have  opinions  of 
their  own,  and  that  my  honourable  friend  and 
chief  here,  who  is  reposing  in  happy  content- 
ment in  bis  seat,  would  be,  if  he  were  awake, 
the  first  man  to  indorse  what  I  say  when  I  say 
that  frequently  the  opinions  of  other  members 
of  the  Cabinet  are  delivered  to  him  in  the  very 
plainest  language. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Ho  is  not  asleep. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  the 
only  man  who  has  sometimes  thought  my 
honourable  friend  was  asleep  and  found  him 
Jlfr.  Beeves 


very  much  awake.  It  is  a  little  mistake  fre- 
quently made  by  Her  Majesty's  Opposition. 
Then,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  said  we  did 
not  understand  our  Bills.  Well,  it  is  for  the 
House  and  the  country  to  judge.  For  myself, 
listening  frequently  as  I  have  listened  here 
to  my  colleagues  passing  Bills  through  the 
House,  I  must  say  they  appeared  to  me  to 
have  a  grasp  of  them,  and  to  understand  them 
quite  as  well  as  any  Ministers  who  ever  sat  an 
these  benches  before ;  and,  speaking  for  myself. 
I  can  honestly  claim  that  I  have  studied  my 
measures  with  due  care,  and  that  I  have  as  a 
rule  appeared,  at  any  rate,  to  be  able  to  give 
reasons  for  the  measures  which  I  brought  and 
got  passed. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  made  an  exceptioo 
of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  I  should  have 
valued  the  compliment  even  more  highly  if 
it  had  not  been  a  compliment  paid  to  me  at 
the  expense  of  my  ooUeaigues.  I  think  bis  m- 
cusation  is  as  unjust  in  their  case  as  it  would 
have  been  if  it  had  been  made  against  me. 
Then,  Sir,  there  is  the  cry  about  the  shoal  of 
Bills,  the  avalanche  of  Bills,  which  descended 
on  the  House,  and  which  were  never  meant  to 
pass,  and  did  not  pass.  Very  well,  let  me  go- 
into  that  for  a  few  minutes.  It  is  so  easy  xo- 
pick  out  one,  two,  three,  or  four  Bills  from  the 
programme  of  a  session,  and  to  say  this  Bill  was 
mentioned  in  the  Governor's  Speech,  this  other 
was  printed  and  circulated,  another  was  read 
the  second  time,  another  the  Ministers  men- 
tioned on  the  platform  that  they  would  like  to 
pass.  It  is  so  easy  to  urge  that  none  of  these 
measures  passed, — saying  nothing  whatever  of 
the  Bills  we  have  passed, — and  so  try  to  inake 
the  House  and  the  country  believe  that  the 
labours  of  the  session  have  been  wasted,  and 
that  we  have  a  barren  record  at  the  end  of 
it.  Surely  it  would  have  been  much  fairer 
not  to  look  at  what  has  not  pa,<ssed,  bat  to 
look  at  what  has.  There  never  was  a  »;S- 
sion,  I  think,  in  which  Bills  were  not  brought 
down  that  were  not  proceeded  with ;  tl:ere 
never  was  a  session  in  which  Bills  were  not 
introduced  and  blocked  half-way;  and  there 
always  have  been  sessions  in  which  more  th&a 
one  or  two  Bills  have  run  the  gauntlet  of  this 
House  and  come  to  an  untimely  end  in  the 
other  place.  But,  to  judge  the  fruits  of  the 
session,  take  the  solid  work  done,  take  the 
Bills  that  have  been  passed,  weigh  them,  con- 
sider their  importance  and  probable  .  value, 
and  then  ask  yourselves  whetlier  this  h&s 
been  a  barren  session,  or  whether  it  has  not 
been  one  of  the  most  fruitfol  sessions  that  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  has  seen.  It  is 
possible  that  we  did  make  a  mistake  in  dtAic- 
ing  out  too  large  a  programme ;  it  is  po.-.s>ble 
we  overestimated  our  power  to  get  legislation 
through  this  House  ;  it  is  possible  that  we  did 
think  wo  should  pass  more  Bills  than  wc  hnve 
passed  ;  and  I  think  that  charge,  or,  rather.  t!ie 
complaint  that  has  been  made  that  we  are  trr- 
ing  to  do  a  little  too  much,  has  some  founda- 
tion.   I  admit  that.    But  is  it  not  much  better 
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that  a  Government  ahonld  err  on  this  side  than 
that  a  Qovernment  should  err  upon  the  side  of 
apathy,  idleness,  and  want  of  energy  ?  Which 
do  the  people  of  New  Zealand  prefer,  a  Govern- 
ment that  tries  to  do  too  much  or  a  Govern- 
ment that  tries  to  do  too  little  ?  At  any  rate, 
whatever  faults  may  be  alleged  against  us,  I 
do  not  think  we  can  be  accused  of  not  having 
tried  to  do  our  best  to  carry  out  our  policy, 
'whole  and  entire,  as  we  considered  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country.  We,  at  any  rate, 
have  not  been  content  to  be  a  "  do-nothing " 
Government.  We  have  not  come  here  crying 
out  for  "political  rest,"  and  satisfied  if  we 
could  get  it.  It  cannot  be  said  of  us,  eis  it  was 
once  said  of  a  Liberal  Government,  that  our 
only  wish  is — 

To  promise,  pause,  prepare,  postpoue, 
And  end  by  letting  things  alone ; 
In  short,  to  take  the  peoplo's  pay 
I'or  doing  nothing  every  day. 

Now,  it  may  he  fair  for  those  honourable  gentle- 
men to  say  that  we  have  done  a  great  deal  of 
mischief  in  this  colony.  That  may  be  their 
opinion,  but  it  is  not  right  for  them  or  for  their 
leader  to  get  np  and  suggest  that  we  have 
done  nothing  at  aH.  From  their  point  of  view 
vre  have  done  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  and 
they  are  quite  justified  in  saying  so,  but  to  say 
we  have  shown  want  of  enterprise  and  want 
of  energy  is  something  which,  I  think,  they 
cannot  fairly  say.  Personally,  it  has  always 
been  the  pride  and  wish  of  Ministers  to  be  a 
(}ovemment  that  did  not  shirk  its  duty.  When 
we  first  took  office  we  took  it  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  we  were  to  carry  out  a  cer- 
tain policy — that  is,  a  scheme  of  reform  that 
would  revolutionise  the  system  of  taxation ; 
that  we  were  to  reform  the  land-laws  and  en- 
tirely change  the  methods  of  land-settlement; 
and  that  we  were  to  carry  out  and  complete  the 
labour  legislation  which  had  been  indicated  and 
begun,  but  not  pushed  home,  by  our  predeces- 
sors. Now,  no  sooner  had  we  taken  office  than 
the  Opposition  papers  said  boldly  in  leader  after 
leader  that,  once  we  were  in,  nothing  more 
would  be  heard  of  the  policy ;  that  no  Govern- 
ment could  live  twenty-four  hours  which  dared 
to  abolish  the  property-tax  and  tried  its  hand 
at  imposing  a  progressive  land-  and  income- 
tax;  and,  as  to  labour  Bills,  that  was  magni- 
ficent clap-trap  talk  for  the  hustings,  but  that 
men  would  not  hear  about  them  any  more, 
once  we  got  into  office.  Finally,  they  said  that, 
ae  for  settling  the  land,  of  course  the  Minister 
of  Lands  would  make  a  little  talk  about  dum- 
mies, and  would  introduce  a  Bill  that  would 
not  be  passed,  and  that  settlement  would  go  on 
jnst  about  as  fast  as  it  had  done  before,  under 
the  same  conditions,  and  in  no  different  way. 
These  were  the  predictions,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that,  whether  we  have  done  right  or  wrong,  we 
have  falsified  those  predictions.  We  have  re- 
formed the  system  of  direct  taxation ;  we  have, 
I  believe,  pretty  well  abolished  dummyism ;  and 
we  have  passed  not  only  the  labour  Bills  that 
were  before  the  public,  but  a  number  of  others. 
We  have  done  more  in  the  way  of  labour  legis- 
lation than  any  party  in  the  colonies  or  in 


England,  or  even  in  any  State'  in  progres- 
sive America  itself.  Very  well,  I  say  we  have 
gone  on  these  lines,  and  that  we  shall  continue 
to  take  our  fences  boldly,  and  when  we  fail  it 
will  be  rather  in  trying  to  do  too  much,  and  in 
being  too  bold,  than  in  trying  to  do  nothing  at 
all  and  showing  a  craven  fear  of  consequences. 
Q  f.  Speaking  as  a  cricketer,  I  would  always 
'  much  sooner  see  a  man  lose  his  wicket 
by  being  caught  in  the  endeavour  to  make  a 
big  hit  than  see  him  fiddled  out  by  a  "  slow  " 
because  he  feared  to  take  his  bat  out  of  the 
block-hole.  I  trust  that  will  never  be  our 
fate.  Then,  it  is  said  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  we  have  no  policy,  and  that 
we  have  not  carried  out  a  policy  or  done 
anything  in  the  direction  of  a  policy  this 
session.  What  have  we  endeavoured  to  do 
this  session,  and  what  have  we  done?  It  is 
perfectly  true  we  have  not  passed  the  Licens- 
ing Bill,  and  one  or  two  other  measures  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  as  not 
having  been  passed  ;  but  what  have  we  passed  ? 
Looking  to  the  legislation  of  any  country,  I 
ask  the  House,  where  have  there  been  three 
bolder,  more  daring,  and  more  experimental 
measures  passed  in  one  session  than  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill,  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Bill,  and  the  Industrial  Conciliation  Bill?  I 
venture  to  say  that  had  the  House  of  Commons 
itself,  the  great  Parliament  of  the  Empire,  in 
one  session  passed  three  such  Bills,  that  session 
would  be  memorable  for  many  years  in  the 
annals  of  British  legislation.  The  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill  is  a  Bill  which  we  can  point  to  as 
a  substantial  item  of  legislation,  and  I  think 
that  as  passed  every  one  must  admit  that  it 
is  a  safe  experiment  to  make,  and  a  most  im 
portant  and  momentous  experiment.  And  I 
do  not  think  anybody  will  deny  that  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill— a  Bill  which  gives 
the  State  a  right  for  the  first  time  to  compul- 
sorily  take  land  for  settlement*— is  as  daring 
and  novel  a  measure  as  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Bill.  '  As  to  the  Industrial  Concilia- 
tion Bill,  though  it  scarcely  lies  in  my  mouth 
to  dwell  upon  my  action  in  connection  with 
that  Bill,  I  would  point  out  that  we  are  the 
only  country  which  has  dared  really  to  look 
that  experiment  in  the  face  and  to  deliberately 
try  it.  Country  after  country  has  taken  it 
up,  but,  after  looking  at  it,  has  shirked  it. 
Students  and  legislators  in  America,  England, 
and  Australia  have  looked  for  a  remedy  for 
industrial  war,  and  they  have  seen  that  if  this 
experiment  in  compulsory  arbitration  can  be 
carried  out  successfully  it  will  be  a  complete 
and  final  remedy  for  evils  that  are  constantly 
occurring.  And  I  am  certain,  of  the  experiment 
that  this  Parliament  has  ventured  to  try,  that 
if  we  had  done  little  else  this  session  than  to 
pass  that  measure,  this  session  would  have  been 
weighty  and  notetvorthy  in  the  annals  of  our 
legislation.  I  have  spoken  of  these  three  Bills ; 
but  have  we  done  nothing  else  this  session  ? 
What  do  the  colonists  of  the  North  Island  think 
of  our  Native-land  legislation  ?  During  many 
years  have  we  not  seen  an  outcry  for  the  re- 
sumption of  the  pre-emptive  right,  and  for  a 
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bold  forward  policy  in  the  acquisition  of  Native 
laodi)  ?  It  has  taken  years  to  do  it,  but  this 
session  at  last  has  seen  it  done,  and  I  think 
t)ie  settlers  of  the  North  Island  will  think 
that  the  session,  so  far  as  these  results  are 
concerned,  has  been  good;  that  the  session 
which  bus  seen  theae  measures  passed  will  be 
one  which  will  bring  certain  progress  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Island.  Then,  let  me  look 
at  one  or  two  other  matters.  There  is  the 
revision  of  the  Standing  Orders,  which  probably 
has  not  been  all  that  its  best  friends  hoped, 
but  that  it  was  an  important  and  useful  re- 
form I  think  we  shall  admit  when  we  come, 
during  the  recess,  to  look  over  the  events  of  the 
Bcsfcion.  Although  all  of  those  changes  have 
not  expedited  public  business,  I  must  say,  in 
spite  of  the  inordinate  length  to  which  the 
session  has  been  drAgged  out,  that  the  reforms 
and  changes  of  the  Standing  Orders  have  given 
general  satisfaction,  and  that  what  failure  there 
has  been  has  been  on  account  of  the  narrow 
interpretation  put  upon  the  scope  of  some  of 
these  new  rules  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
occupied  the  position  of  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees. It  is  not  for  me  to  reflect  in  any 
way  upon  the  Chairmen  of  Committees,  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  interpretation  of  the 
rules  given  by  them  was  not  the  correct  inter- 
pretation, I  refer  to  the  rules  relating  to  dis- 
cussions on  motions  to  report  progress  and 
motions  that  the  Chairman  leave  the  chair. 
These  rules  may  not  have  been  worded  as  care- 
fully as  they  might  be,  though  they  seemed 
to  me  to  have  been  worded  plainly,  but  it 
was  understood  when  they  were  parsed  that 
they  would  be  interpreted  in  a  very  different 
sense  from  that  in  which  they  have  been  inter- 
preted ;  and  had  the  intention  of  the  framers 
been  carried  out,  as  was  expected,  and  as  I 
think  every  one  had  a  right  to  expect,  I  think 
we  should  have  seen  very  much  lees  of  that 
elaborate  waste  of  time,  temper,  and  labour  for 
which  the  session  has  been  so  conspicuous 
on  certain  days  and  at  certain  times.  If  there 
is  a  blot  in  these  Standing  Orders  that  blot 
should  be  removed  next  session.  Let  us  look 
at  the  matter  like  men,  and  I  say  distinctly 
that  experience  will  show  where  further  re- 
forms of  our  Standmg  Orders  are  required,  and 
we  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  make  these  further 
reforms.  There  is  a  growing  desire,  and,  I 
think,  a  legitimate  desire,  on  the  part  of  honour- 
able members  that  the  business  should  be  done 
in  the  day  and  not  in  the  night,  in  the  larger 
hours  of  the  morning  and  not  in  the  smaller 
hours,  and  I  think  the  Ministry  fully  sympa- 
thize with  that  desire,  and,  I  feel  sure,  will  be 
glad  to  assist  to  realise  it.  But  the  point  is 
this :  If  we  wish  to  get  the  business  of  the 
House  done  in  the  morning,  afternoon,  and 
early  evening,  I  think  we  shall  have  to  even 
further  reform  our  Standing  Orders  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  enable  Ministers  and  the  House  to 
put  through  a  certain  and  reasonable  amount 
of  business,  and  to  say  that  a  reasonable 
amount  of  business  shall  be  transacted  every 
day,  although  a  small  handful  of  members 
wish  to  see  no  business  done  at  all.  If  we 
Mr.  Eeevet 


manage  to  do  that  I  think  we  sball  be  able 
to  sit  within  reasonable  hours,  and  if  we 
try  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  do  it.  Kot  to 
weary  the  House,  let  me  not  dwell  upon  the 
Government  Railways  Bill,  and  the  agricul- 
tural Bills — the  Dairy  Industry  Bill,  the  Land 
Drainage  Bill,  and  other  measures.  I  think 
those  are  measures  of  importance,  and  also  o{ 
usefulness ;  and  surely,  amongst  our  legal  B:llt, 
the  ludictable  OSeuccs  Bill,  which  has  carried 
on  the  work  done  by  the  Criminal  Code  Act  of 
last  }'ear,  is  not  a  measure  of  no  value  and 
no  use.  Surely  the  other  measures  we  have 
passed  this  session  are  of  use ;  surely  the  Pust 
and  Telegraph  Classification  Bill  is  a  good  Bill, 
though  it  is  a  departmental  Bill ;  and  I  happen 
to  know  of  the  School  Attendance  Bill  that, 
although  it  is  not  a  great  measure,  friends  of 
education  all  over  the  colony  think  tiiat  it 
is  a  good  one,  and  look  to  see  substantial 
good  result  from  its  passing.  I  am  not  going 
to  delay  the  House,  seeing  it  is  past  eight 
o'clock;  but  let  us  look  at  the  accnmnlated 
measures  which  we  have  passed  this  session. 
I  have  touched  upon  a  few.  I  might,  for  ex- 
ample, refer  to  the  labour  measures — to  the 
Shop-hours  Bill,  the  Conspiracy  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill,  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  the 
Industrial  Coooiliation  and  Arbitration  Bill; 
and  more  especially  to  the  Factories  Act. 
which  I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  is 
the  best  Factories  Act  on  the  statute-book  in 
the  colonies,  England,  or  America.  Certainly, 
we  only  as  yet  know  the  probable  effect  of 
these  measures,  but  I  may  simply  say  that 
they  are  measures  which  the  working-classes 
of  this  colony,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
Kew  Zealand,  believe  will  be  for  their  interest 
and  benefit,  and  for  the  good  of  the  people  ai 
a  whole.  I  say  that  no  other  colony,  nor  Eng- 
land, has  been  able  at  present  to  show  any  ecch 
record  of  reform  as  we  have  been  able  to  show 
for  the  last  four  years.  We  have  passed  those 
measures,  right  or  wrong.  At  any  rate,  there  is 
a  record  of  what  we  have  managed  to  do,  what 
we  were  asked  to  do,  and  what  we  believe  the 
Liberal  party  sent  us  here  to  do,  and  w  hat  we 
believe  no  other  Government  has  been  able 
to  do  in  any  English-speaking  country  in  the 
world.  But  it  is  not  for  me  to  dwell  generally 
upon  the  success  of  the  labour  policy.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  himself  should  not 
criticize  our  measures  too  severely,  seeing  he 
gave  in  plenty  of  instances  a  fair  support  to 
them,  and  a  support  that  was  honourable  and 
creditable  to  him.  If  then.  Sir,  we  have,  as  he 
says,  done  nothing  for  the  working-classes,  it  is 
a  little  odd  that  we  passed  measure  after  mea- 
sure  which  has  had  the  support  and  adhe- 
sion of  the  honourable  member.  However,  he 
has  attempted  to  score  a  point  by  talking  of  the 
number  of  the  unemployed  in  the  country. 
This,  of  course,  is  a  very  old  argument,  which 
is  always  brought  to  bear  against  labour 
laws  and  trade-unions.  In  days  of  depression, 
and  when  times  are  bad  in  England,  there 
is  always  an  outcry  against  the  trade-nuiona, 
and  against  all  attempts  to  restrict  the  condi- 
tions of  labour.    One  can  undetstamd  the  C17 
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■of  sympathy  with  emplojers  who  are  making 
very  little  profit.  "  Poor  fellows  I  "  people  say, 
"  why  hamper  and  restrict  their  business,  when 
they  are  carrying  it  on  with  very  little  profit — 
possibly  at  a  loss?  "  The  answer  of  the  Govern- 
ment is,  of  course,  that  labour-laws  are  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  for  the  good  of  the 
-community  as  a  whole.  In  my  opinion,  if 
wisely  carried  out  and  properly  administered, 
it  will  be  shown  that  they  do  not  interfere, 
have  not  interfered,  and  will  not  interfere  with 
legitimate  profit  and  industry.  Again,  I  must 
say  that  the  unemployed,  although  they  are, 
unfortunately,  here  to-day,  are  not  here  be- 
-cause  of  the  labour  legislation  of  the  past  four 
years. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  did  not  argue  that 
wav. 

Mr.  REEVES.— But  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  distinctly  that  we  had  done  nothing 
for  the  working-classes,  and  that  our  policy 
was  responsible  for  the  large  numbers  of  unem- 
ployed. Now,  the  labour  legislation  is  part  of 
our  policy,  and  against  that  labour  legislation 
I  considered  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks chiefly  pointed.  Our  critics,  when  they 
ask  what  it  is  that  causes  the  depression  in  New 
Zealand,  what  it  is  that  swells  the  number  of 
unemployed,  that  drives  capital  out  of  the 
country,  sind  kills  confidence  and  trust  in  our 
settlers, — make  answer  1,  the  labour  legisla- 
tion ;  answer  2,ihe  taxation  legislation;  answer 
8,  the  land  legislation.  That  is  the  cry  of 
that  parly.  I  say  they  have  never  proved  nor 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  one  single  Act  on 
the  statute-book  has  really  hampered  one  single 
employer  or  deprived  him  of  fair  profits  that  be 
was  making.  Have  they  done  so  ?  Then,  as 
to  the  question  of  our  land  legislation  and  taxa- 
tion legislation,  which,  it  is  said,  have  killed 
confidence  and  created  a  sense  of  insecurity 
Amongst  landowners — rubbish  I  Our  taxation 
legislation  has  lifted  the  burdens  off  the  shoul- 
ders of  throe  landed  proprietors  for  every  one 
upon  whose  shoulders  it  has  increased  the  bur- 
den. Our  land  legislation  has  not  interfered 
with  the  security  of  tenure  where  the  land  is 
held  for  occupation  and  produces  all  it  can; 
but  I  repeat  that  our  laud  legislation  has  ac- 
celerated settlement  in  every  respect,  and  has 
shown  how  to  keep  up  the  hope  of  the  people 
and  the  producing-power  of  the  country.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  says,  and  says  quite 
:truly,  that  there  is  depression,  and  that  there 
Are  unemployed.  I  admit  it.  But  I  say  that 
■we  can  prove  positively  beyond  the  fear  of  con- 
tradiction that  the  existence  of  the  unemployed 
and  the  existence  of  the  depression  are  not  due 
to  our  policy.  I  say  the  proof  is  this :  If  this 
colony,  which  is  the  one  colony  in  which  a 
Xiiberal  Government  has  held  office  for  four 
years,  and  in  which  there  has  been  a  Radical 
taxation  and  labour  policy,  were  the  only  de- 
pressed colony,  and  were  far  more  depressed 
than  the  other  colonies,  then  I  should  say  there 
wras  something  in  the  argument.  But  we  have 
4>nly  to  look  at  the  other  colonies,  where  there 
has  been  no  labour  policy  and  no  taxation  re- 
iotm,  to  see  many  more  unemployed  theoi  there 


are  in  New  Zealand.  Instead  of  New  Zea- 
land being  the  most  depressed  colony  it  is  the 
least  depressed.  If  our  policy  is  responsible 
for  anything  at  all,  it  is  responsible  for  our 
being  better  off  than  our  neighbours.  It  is 
folly  to  say  that  worldwide  causes,  which  are 
almost  ruining  producing-countries  in  all  parts 
of  the  globe,  have  not  affected  New  Zealand, 
and  that  what  is  affecting  New  Zealand  is 
our  policy.  I  am  told  that  m  Gi-eece,  when 
they  have  an  earthquake,  it  is  brought  as  a 
charge  against  the  Government.  Although 
that  is  ridiculous,  it  is  not  more  ridiculous 
than  to  say  that  the  low  price  of  wheat  or  of 
gum,  or  the  depressed  state  of  the  Canterbury 
farmers,  is  due  to  our  policy.  Surely,  to  say 
that  a  Government  is  responsible  for  an  earth- 
quake is  not  more  ridiculous  than  to  say  that 
a  Government  is  responsible  for  a  drought,  or  a 
bad  harvest,  or  the  low  prices  of  wool,  meat,  and 
gum.  As  to  wheat,  the  fact  is  that  the  large 
production  in  America  and  India  has  knocked 
the  bottom  out  of  tlie  wheat-market.  That  is 
our  answer  to  the  charges,  and  I  say  it  is  a 
complete  one.  We  are  not  going  to  be  frightened 
or  deterred  from  pushing  forward  our  Liberal 
policy  by  the  fact  that  the  colony  is  not  at  the 
present  time  so  prosperous  as  we  could  wish. 
In  every  country,  when  there  is  discontent 
the  people  blame  the  Government,  and  every 
opponent  tries  to  place  the  responsibility  on 
the  Ministry  of  the  day.  If  any  man  thinks 
that  the  Opposition  will  not  lay  the  cause 
at  the  door  of  the  Government  he  ha«  not 
read  history.  In  dull  times  people  always 
grumble  at  the  Government.  We  expect  that: 
but  we  know  that  we  have  not  caused  the  dul- 
ness  of  the  times  in  New  Zealand.  We  are 
satisfied  that  the  policy  we  are  carrying  out 
now,  and  mean  to  push  forward,  so  far  from 
making  the  times  worse  will  turn  things  into 
brightness.  We  share  that  opinion  with  a 
majority  in  the  House  and  the  country.  We 
are  not  going  to  remain  still,  we  are  not  going 
to  flinch  or  hesitate,  but  we  are  going  to  faze 
the  position  and  carry  on  our  policy  until  it  is 
absolutely  carried  out.  We  are  going  to  reform 
the  conditions  of  labour  so  that  the  hard  toiler 
shall  have  a  fair  share  in  the  fruits  of  his  in- 
dustry. If  industries  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  sweating  women  and  children  and 
men,  and  without  importing  evils  from  older 
parts  of  the  world,  we  shall  be  better  without 
them.  I  would  rather  that  New  Zealand 
had  a  million  of  happy,  prosperous,  con- 
tented people  than  two  millions  partly  living 
in  dirty  alleys  and  black  slums,  in  the  midst 
of  poverty  and  darkness — foul-mouthed,  des- 
titute, drunken.  I  would  rather  see  New 
Zealand  a  small  country  than  that  our  agri- 
cultural labourers  should  sink  to  the  condition 
that  their  fellows  in  older  countries  have  sunk 
to.  And  I  say,  through  evil  or  good  report, 
in  dull  times  or  pi-osperous  times,  do  not  let  us 
flinch  from  carrying  out  this  policy — a  policy 
which  is  good  for  the  country,  a  policy  which 
will  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber. The  honourable  gentleman  complained 
that  we  had  no  policy.    I  say  om-  policy  is 
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written  in  our  works.  I  think  I  know  the 
trend  of  my  legislation.  I  know  the  goal  I 
wish  to  get  to,  and  I  think  I  see  vaj  way  to 
get  to  it. 

Au  Hon.  KfEMBER.— The  Agent-Generalship. 

Mr.  KEEVES. — I  think  that  is  a  very  sorry 
sneer,  and  I  am  sorry  that  my  friend  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  thinks  enough  of  it 
to  laugli  at  it.  But,  as  the  Agent-Generalship 
has  been  mentioned  throughout  the  country  and 
here,  and  as  until  now  I  have  been  perfectly 
lilcut  under  all  sorts  of  imputations,  I  would 
simply  say  that  what  has  been  said  and  written 
is  devoid  of  truth,  as  it  is  of  generosity.  I 
have  never  expressed  a  desire  or  hinted  to  my 
colleagues  that  I  wanted  that  position,  although 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  disgrace  either 
to  the  country  or  to  me  if  I  took  the  position. 
But  I  am  perfectly  content  to  go  on  doing  my 
work  here  as  a  Liberal  minister  or  as  a  private 
member  as  long  as  my  constituents  send  me 
here.  I  say  that  our  policy  is  written  in 
what  we  have  done.  Our  policy  is  written 
large  on  the  records  of  the  laws  and  adminis- 
tration of  New  Zealand  for  the  last  four 
years;  our  policy  is  written  in  the  way  in 
which  we  have  placed  the  people  on  the  soil, 
in  the  reforms  we  have  effected  in  the  various 
departments  of  labour,  and  in  the  measures 
grouped  under  the  further  heads  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  which  we  have  succeeded  in 
placing  on  the  statute  -  book  during  the  last 
lour  years.  Our  supporters  have  been  charged 
with  not  having  criticized  or  understood  our 
legislation.  Never,  I  think,  was  a  taunt  less 
deserved.  I  think  anybody  who  has  listened  to 
the  debates  this  session  will  admit  that  there 
never  has  been  a  party  in  this  House  which 
has  hod  greater  liberty  of  discussion  or  greater 
liberty  of  action  than  the  Liberal  party  has 
had  this  session.  I  have  wished  sometimes, 
when  friends  of  mine  proposed  to  make  amend- 
ments in  our  Bills,  that  they  would  consult  us, 
and  give  us  an  opportunity  of  arguing  the  point 
with  them,  and  telling  them  why  we  believed 
our  coarse  was  the  better  and  theirs  the  least 
desirable.  If  wo  had  notice  of  amendments 
to  be  proposed  instead  of  their  being  sprung 
upon  us  I  think  there  would  be  less  mis- 
understanding and  friction  between  us  and  our 
friends.  But  I  have  never  doubted  the  loyalty 
of  our  party.  I  believe  that  they  have 
tried  to  be  as  loyal  to  the  Ministry  they 
support  as  tb  theii'  constituencies  and  to  the 
country.  I  think  wo  shall  work  together  in 
the  best  way  possible  during  next  session,  and 
the  session  alter,  as  we  have  done  during  the 
present  session.  The  better  we  know  each  other 
the  belter  friends  we  shall  be.  I  do  not  blame 
the  followers  of  the  Government  for  anything, 
and  I  say  the  taunt  made  that  they  have  not 
followed  and  understood  our  measures  is  an 
empty  and  baseless  taunt.  I  thank  the  House 
for  the  patient  hearing  it  has  accoi-ded  me,  and 
in  conclusion  would  say  that  I  think  the  session, 
though  an  onerous,  wearisome,  and  protracted 
one,  has  been  the  most  fruitful  session  Now 
Zealand  has  seen.  It  is  true  that  there  has 
heen  no  one  such  brilliant  measure  passed 
Mr.  Reeves 


as  the  female  franchise,  or  the  Land-tax  and 
Income-tax  Act ;  but  we  have  passed  a  num- 
ber of  useful  measures,  which  have  been  long 
waited  for,  and  which  1  trust  in  the  days  to 
come  will  prove  useful  to  the  country.  We 
have  done  all  that  with  the  loyal  assistance  of 
our  followers.  We  intend  to  rdy  upon  oar  sop- 
porters'  loyalty  and  sensible  conduct  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  and  to  keep  onr  triple 
policy  before  us :  a  policy  of  aid  to  settlers ; 
of  reform  in  the  land -laws,  nntil  we  give  to 
New  Zealand  the  best  land-laws  in  the  world ; 
a  policy  of  improving  the  conditions  under 
which  labour  works  nntil  wa  can  say  that  there 
is  no  country  in  the  world  where  labonrers  are 
so  well  off.  With  the  indorsement  of  the 
people  in  the  past  and  their  support  in  the 
future,  I  believe  that  our  measures  will  do  good 
to  the  country  in  the  years  to  come,  and  I 
maintain  that  they  are  doing  good  to  the  coun- 
try now. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
word  in  this  debate,  because  I  thought  the  nsnil 
etiquette  would  have  been  followed,  which  is 
that  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  makes 
a  speech  and  the  Treasurer  replies.  And  it  is 
surprising  to  me  that  that  course  has  not  been 
followed  this  session.  Instead  of  that,  we  have 
had  a  speech  from  the  Minister  of  Edoeatioo 
in  self-laudation  as  to  the  work  done  this  year. 
I  wish  to  point  out  what  has  happened  this 
session,  and  I  say  the  session  began  very  faadiy 
when  what  I  may  term  the  whole  conscience 
of  the  community  was  shocked  by  what  the 
Ministry  did.  The  law  was  violated,  and  every- 
one in  the  House  and  outside  the  House  felt 
that  it  was  violated.  The  Ministry,  by  the  aid 
of  their  party  Whips,  forced  their  supporters  to 
vote  in  a  direction  which  every  man's  con- 
science condemned.  That  will  have  its  eflect, 
and  I  am  afraid  it  will  also  have  itn  effect 
on  the  Liberal  party.  I  wont  to  know  if  there 
has  been  a  single  measure  passed,  outside  of 
the  labour  Bills — which  I  give  credit  to  the 
Minister  of  Education  for  introducing,  and 
agree  with  —  but,  outside  of  those  Bills, 
what  has  been  done  for  the  social  life  of 
the  people?  Has  there  been  a  single  Bill 
passed  of  a  social  character?  The  Bill  which 
members  were  sent  to  Parliament  pledged 
to  support,  and  pledged  for  nothing  more 
strongly,  has  never  been  attempted  to  be  put 
through.  I  mean  the  Licensing  Bill.  'The 
honourable  member  the  senior  Whip  stated 
what  was  absolutely  correct,  and  I  said  at 
the  time  the  consolidation  Bill  was  introdaced, 
that  it  was  never  intended  to  pass  it,  aod 
it  only  showed  that  there  was  no  sincerity 
in  bringing  forward  snch  as  a  measure,  as 
the  House  would  not  have  time  to  deal  with  it. 
What  we  wanted  was  a  measure  with  six  or 
eight  clauses  altering  the  existing  law.  Ths 
Bill  brought  down  was  only  two  nights  in  Com- 
mittee, and  then  it  was  blocked  by  the  aid  of  the 
senior  Whip.  The  temperance  party  remained 
silent,  and  was  accused  of  all  sorts  of  thincs. 

Q  „r>  Mid  then  the  Bill  was  simply  talked 
'    out  to  help  the  Premier  to  get  rid  of  a 
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tionblesome  measare.  What  bag  been  done 
for  tlie  social  life  of  the  people  ? 

Mr.  KEEVES.— What  about  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill  ? 

Sic  K.  STOUT.—  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  an  educated  man  ;  and  does  ho  mean  to  say 
that  that  touches  the  social  life  of  the  people  ? 
The  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  the  borrowing  of 
money  to  lend  I  He  knows  better  than  that. 
There  has  been  no  Bill  introduced  into  the 
House,  I  say,  dealing  with  the  social  life  of 
the  people — I  mean,  introduced  and  carried 
through — except  the  labooc  Bills,  and  I  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  every  credit  for  the 
labour  Bills.  But  will  he  allow  me  to  tell 
him  an  anecdote  illustrating  this  very  qncs- 
tion?  There  was  in  the  town  iu  which  I 
Tras  bom  a  very  pious  lady,  and  a  wealthy 
lady,  who  was  fond  of  going  amongst  the 
people  and  distributing  tracts  to  them.  She 
was  very  persistent  in  distributing  these  tracts : 
but  the  poor  got  nothing  but  tracts.  She  went 
once  to  a  man  and  s^ked  him  how  he  was 
getting  on,  and  she  offered  him  an  additional 
tract.  He  said,  "  Madam,  we  have  tried  these 
tracts  in  every  way ;  we  have  boiled  them,  wo 
have  fried  them,  and  my  children  won't  have 
one  of  them."  And  so  when  the  labour  people 
are  in  trouble  they  get  a  new  tract.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  to  the  labouring- 
classes  of  the  colony — I  do  not  mean  the  artisan 
classes,  I  mean  the  labouring-people — when 
they  come  to  him,  "  Here  is  a  tract — a  Bill — for 
you;  "  but  I  say  that  none  of  the  Bills  passed 
this  session  dealt  with  the  labouring-classes  at 
all.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  labouring-people 
who  are  not  artisans  and  mechanios  will  say, 
"You  may  keep  your  tracts;  they  are  of  no 
value  to  us."  Tlie  honourable  member  admitted 
that  one  of  the  things  which  affect  the  social 
life  of  the  people  is  drunkenness.  W  hat  makes 
the  slums?  Why,  drunkenness.  And  what 
has  the  honourable  gentleman  done  to  deal 
with  that  ?  Nothing.  And  when  you  want  to 
deal  with  any  question  touching  on  that,  what 
do  you  get  from  the  Government?  Nothing. 
That,  I  say,  strikes  at  tho  social  life  of  the 
people  of  every  country  moro  than  any  other 
question,  and  it  is  lefc  untouched  by  the  Go- 
vernment oven  with  their  little  fmger.  Andnow 
I  want  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  amendment 
of  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  this  House. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  prolix  discussion 
in  the  House.  Now,  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  spoken  has  taken  up  a  solid  hour 
in  talking  about — what?  Can  any  member 
going  out  of  this  House  remember  even  one 
phrase  he  used  ?  How  has  the  business  been 
conducted?  Sir,  tho  Standing  Orders  have 
been  of  no  service  to  the  House.  On  the 
contrary,  the  time-limit,  so  far  as  discussing 
largo  questions  is  concerned,  has  been  a  per- 
fect curse.  Members  have  been  prevented 
from  giving  utterance  to  their  ideas  and  bring- 
ing them  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
And  as  for  the  limit  of  four  speeches  in  Com- 
mittee, that  is  of  no  value  whatever.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
there  has  been  more  time  wasted  in  Committee 


than  before  this  time-limit  was  introduced. 
Of  what  value,  then,  have  been  these  Standing 
Orders  ?  They  have  been  of  none.  The  only 
value  that  has  been  gained  has  been  to  prevent 
discussion  on  Bills  on  going  into  Committeo- 
That  has  been  of  service.  As  to  the  time-limit 
in  Committee,  it  has  been  of  no  value  what- 
ever. I  want  to  say  one  or  two  words  more. 
I  have  to  complain  that  on  two  important 
matters  the  Government  have  denied  informa- 
tion. They  have  denied  information  with  re- 
gard to  clause  21  of  the  Liconsing  Bill,  and  they 
have  allowed  judgment  to  go  by  default  against 
them.  I  have  a  right  to  say  that.  They  did 
not  explain  that,  and  they  would  not  let  it  go  to 
a  Gommitteo  to  inquire  how  that  iniquitous 
clause  become  law.  The  honourable  gentleman 
could  have  chosen  any  Committee  ho  liked :  all 
I  wanted  was  the  evidence.  And,  then,  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Railway  Commissioners  since 
they  took  office,  that  was  also  denied  investi- 
gation, and  judgment  by  default  again  wont 
against  them.  I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  the 
measures ;  another  time  will  be  given  for  that. 
But  let  us  see  what  this  session  has  done  as  a 
session.  The  Government  have  been  heaping 
up  the  liabilities  of  the  colony.  Every  one  has 
been  clamouring  for  roads  and  bridges  for  him- 
self and  his  district ;  members  have  thought 
nothing  about  the  liabilities  they  were  incur- 
ring; and,  instead  of  this  House  being  an 
economical  House,  a  non-borrowing  House,  or 
a  self-reliant  House,  there  never  has  been  a 
Parliament  sitting  in  New  Zealand  which  has 
talked  about  borrowed  money  and  millions 
more  lightly  than  this  House  has.  An'd  I  say 
this:  that  we  cannot  pass  the  next  session 
without  increasing  the  taxation,  or  borrowing, 
unless  there  is  some  great  increase  iu  the  prico 
of  our  products.  I  do  not  blame  the  Govern- 
ment for  tho  fall  in  the  price  of  products.  I 
cannot  say  they  are  to  blame  for  the  depression, 
as  some  honourable  members  saj'  they  are.  But 
they  thomsclvcs  used  the  same  weapons  against 
their  opponents;  and  I  think  it  is  always 
wrong  to  blame  a  Government  for  the  fall 
in  price  of  our  staple  products.  And  wheik 
there  is  this  fall  in  process  tho  revenue  must 
necessarily  fall,  so  that  I  am  not  blaming  the 
Government  for  that.  But  I  say  that  with  this 
fall  in  the  prices  of  our  products  tho  surplus 
of  £230,000  at  the  beRinning  of  this  year  will 
be  reduced  to  £100,000,  even  if  things  go  well; 
and  if  you  do  not  have  a  surplus  of  something 
like  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money  at  the  end 
of  the  year  to  transfer  to  the  Public  \V  orks  Fund 
the  result  will  be  that  3-ou  must  have  more 
borrowing  or  additional  taxation,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that,  from  the  way  things  are  going,  you 
may  have  to  have  both.  This  House  has  not 
lieen  cautious,  prudent,  or  self-reliant,  nor  has 
it  been  a  non-borrowing  House,  and  in  that 
respect  it  has  thrown  the  pledges  givon  to  the 
constituents  to  tho  winds.  I  say  the  Iklinis- 
ters  themselves  declared  their  policy  was  to 
be  a  self-reliant  and  a  non-borrowing  policy. 
Sir,  the  whole  of  that  has  been  abandoned ; 
and  what  is  their  policy  to  be?  Is  it  to  be 
one  of  borrowing  or  not?     They  are  face  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1116  Appropriation  Bill.  [HOUSE.]        Appropriation  Bill.       [Oct.  23 


foce  with  that  financial  question,  which  they 
cannot  shirk.  Tlie  House  has  declined  to  look 
to  the  future,  but  they  have  gone  on  liorrowing, 
and  liavo  imposed  additional  taxation  on  the 
people.  It  ill  all  very  well  to  talk  about  roads 
and  bridges,  but  let  me  apply  the  illustration 
of  the  honourable  member.  I  tell  him  that 
ic  is  better  to  remain  a  small  colony,  and  that 
its  development  should  be  slow,  than  that 
we  should  be  a  burdened  colony  with  oar 
people  ground  down  by  debt  and  heavy  taxa- 
tion, with  all  the  things  that  follow  in  its 
train.  I  shall  say  no  more  on  that,  Sir,  be- 
cause I  am  going  to  keep  within  my  quarter  of 
&n  hour,  to  show  that,  even  in  criticizing  an 
Appropriation  Bill,  speech  can  be  limited  to 
that  time.  Sir,  I  give  the  Premier  credit  for 
the  Bills  ho  has  brought  down,  in  the  manner 
they  were  drafted  ;  but  the  Government  would 
not  accept  amendments.  They  did  not  seem 
to  understand  the  Bills  they  brought  down. 
'There  was  amongst  Ministers  a  sort  of  trepida- 
tion and  hesitancy  in  accepting  the  slightest 
verbal  alteration.  They  seemed  to  think  it 
was  simply  for  them  to  say  they  were  against 
the  amendment  and  their  party  was  to  vote 
against  it.  Towards  the  end  of  the  session,  I 
grant,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  members  to 
exercise  a  little  independence  was  displayed. 
The  Premier  said  at  the  beginning  of  the  session 
he  would  show  them  how  to  conduct  the  busi- 
noHS  :  they  were  not  going  to  allow  themselves 
to  put  up  with  defeat;  he  was  not  going  to 
■tand  that.  But  that  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  seRsion,  when  he  was  boastful.  If  honour- 
able members  refer  to  Sansard  they  will  see 
the  passtige  I  refer  to.  He  referred  to  what 
occurred  in  1885.  He  was  not  going  to  stand 
any  of  his  policy  measures  being  kicked  about. 
Sir,  a  greater  indignity  has  been  put  on  him 
than  I  have  ever  seen  put  on  any  Ministry. 
Had  I  been  in  the  House  I  should  have  voted 
with  him  out  of  courtesy,  reserving  my  right  to 
oppose  the  Bill  at  a  later  stage,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, I  was  away  when  the  bell  was  rung  for 
the  division.  This  was  on  one  of  the  policy 
measures  of  his  Budget,  and  he  was  not  even 
allowed  to  introduce  the  Bill  providing  for  a  coal 
bonus.  No  such  indignity  was  ever  before  put 
upon  any  Ministry  that  I  have  ever  heard  of. 
He  was  not  even  allowed  to  get  the  introduc- 
tion of  his  Bill.  It  is  true  this  came  at  a  later 
stage  of  the  session,  when  members  had  risen 
to  some  idea  of  their  responsibility.  If  the  Hill 
had  been  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  or  even  when  four  weeks  or  six  weeks  or 
ten  weeks  of  the  session  hod  elapsed,  it  would 
have  been  impossible.  But  the  country  has 
been  aroused  by  the  action  of  this  House,  and 
the  constituencies,  being  aroused,  have  de- 
manded some  little  independence  from  their 
representatives.  Then,  again,  was  not  the 
Midland  Railway  Bill  a  policy  measure? 

Mr.  K.  M.  SMITH.— You  kicked  it  out. 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— I  kicked  it  out  ?  Sir,  I  am 
only  giving  that  as  an  illustration  to  show 
that,  althongh  the  Premier  was  so  boastful  he 
was  not  going  to  allow  any  of  his  policy  mee^ 
sures  to  be  touched,  we  saw  that  measure  in 
Sir  R.  SlotU 


connection  with  the  Uidland  Railway  thrown 
out  by  a  large  majority.  Ho  is  not  going 
to  rule  as  he  pleases  again  next  session,  I 
venture  to  assert  that,  whether  I  am  here  or 
not ;  and  honourable  memliers  will  use  more 
independence,  and  the  Ministry  will  have  to 
put  up  with  more  defeats.  And  now  my  time 
is  nearly  up,  though  I  have  not  yet  been  my 
quarter  of  tin  hour.  Still,  I  do  not  wish  to  de- 
tain the  House.  I  wish  to  say  one  word  more, 
and  that  is  with  regard  to  dealing  with  our 
roads.  I  admit  roads  must  bo  mode  to  open 
lands  for  settlement.  I  say  that  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  that  is  the  sort  of  thing  the 
Government  ought  to  do  in  a  young  country, 
and  they  will  have  to  make  the  lands  pay  for 
the  making  of  those  roads.  But  I  say  that  this 
borrowing  for  the  making  of  roods,  wliich  ore  to 
be  a  sort  of  benefaction  to  this  district  or  a 
benefaction  to  please  the  members  of  a  con- 
stituency, is  a  discredit  to  Parliament.  It  has 
been  done  this  session.  I  know  roads  myself 
that  appear  in  the  public-works  appropriation 
estimates,  and  which  do  not  open  up  any  land 
for  settlement  at  all.  They  are  not  within 
twenty  miles  of  Crown  lands ;  they  do  not 
come  within  the  Crown-lands  demesne.  They 
are  simply  benefactions  given  to  the  districts 
some  of  them  aro  passing  through — counties 
which  could  keep  up  their  roads  and  bridges 
without  any  aid  from  the  Central  Govem- 
ment  if  they  would  only  carry  out  their  own 
taxing-powers.  I  ask  honourable  members 
in  this  House,  where  is  all  this  to  end? 
Where  does  this  policy  lead  you?  How  can 
the  colony  stand  it  ?  1  venture,  moreover,  to 
say  that  outside  one  or  two  Ministers,  except 
the  roads  in  their  own  district  or  the  adjoin- 
ing district,  the  members  of  this  House  are 
entirely  ignorant  whether  the  vote  should  be 
given  or  not,  and  tliat  explains  why  the  esti- 
mates have  not  been  touched.  It  simply 
means  this  :  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  House 
to  be  a  board  of  works  to  vote  money  for  roads. 
They  cannot  do  it,  and  I  say  onr  local  govern- 
ment is  an  absolute  failure  if  this  House  is  to 
be  called  upon  to  be  the  body  to  dispense  money 
for  public  roads.  .\nd  I  say  that  is  the  reform 
that  will  have  to  be  taken  up  next  year.  We 
must  have  our  local  government  recast,  and, 
so  far  as  the  publio-works  estimates  are  con- 
cerned, we  must  not  have  the  General  Govern- 
ment performing  local-government  functions  in 
providing  for  roads  and  bridges.  If  we  do,  our 
finance  is  doomed,  our  taxation  will  increase, 
our  loans  will  he  increased,  and  there  will 
be  no  end  to  them.  This  is  the  main  subject 
that  should  be  attended  to,  and,  so  far  as  the 
presenting  of  Bills  of  all  sorts  and  colours  and 
shapes  is  concerned,  it  is  not  what  the  country 
at  present  requires.  We  want  to  have  our 
political  machinery  sorted  and  our  social  life 
looked  after ;  and,  while  our  economic  life,  so  to 
speak,  should  not  be  neglected,  that  is  not  all 
in  all.  We  cannot  live  on  loans,  we  cannot 
thrive  on  loons,  and  the  Government  that 
attempts  to  go  on  as  we  ore  going,  and  to  raise 
loans  in  aid  of  this,  that,  and  the  other,  is 
bound  to  end  in  failure ;  it  may  not  be  the  first 
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ya«r,  it  may  not  be  th«  second  year,  but  it 
must  be  so  in  the  long-run,  I  regret  that  I 
have  taken  up  so  muoh  time,  and  I  thank  the 
House  for  its  patience. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  other  even- 
ing I  advised  that  we  should  all  part  good 
friends — that  we  might  perhaps  never  all  meet 
here  again  in  this  House.  I  said  that  wo  had, 
I  hoped,  though  from  different  standpoints, 
endeavoured  to  put  before  our  fellow-members 
that  which  we  believed  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  country.  So,  Sir,  I  shall  follow  the 
ezemiple  shown  so  far  in  this  debate.  I  will 
Bay  the  speech  delivered  by  the  last  speaker 
was  the  most  moderate  he  has  made  during 
the  session  ;  and  had  the  honourable  member 
been  as  moderate  in  his  remarks  during  the 
session  the  business  of  the  country  and  the 
House  would  have  proceeded  much  better. 
But  let  me  inform  the  honourable  member 
that  there  was  no  self-laudation  so  far  as  my 
colleague  was  concerned.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  was  not 
here  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  made 
his  speech.  He  was,  as  it  was  his  part  to 
do,  making  a  party  speech, — holding  up  that, 
with  the  small  following  he  had, — few  in  num- 
ber,— they  had,  under  considerable  difficulty, 
defended  the  position,  and  he  claimed  that 
most  of  the  good  done  during  the  session  was 
achieved  by  his  party.  Very  well;  I  think 
under  the  circumstances  I  and  my  colleague 
are  quite  justified  in  putting  the  other  side  of 
the  question.  I  say  the  legislation  we  have 
passed  and  the  administration  we  have  had 
in  the  colony  for  the  last  three  or  four  years 
have  been  both  under  considerable  difficulties 
with  which  the  colony  has  laboured ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  that  legislation  and  adminis- 
tration we  should  have  had  New  Zealand  in 
the  same  sad  plight  as  the  other  colonies. 
And  the  credit  for  keeping  New  Zealand  clear 
of  what  has  happened  in  the  other  colonies  is 
due  to  the  Liberal  party,  and  to  the  last  and 
present  Governments.  It  is  to  the  Liberal 
party  that  the  credit  is  mainly  due,  and  to  those 
in  this  colony  who  have  supported  them, — to 
the  Liberal  Press  of  the  colony,  which,  despite 
the  attempts  of  the  Opposition  Press  to  destroy 
our  credit,  has  upheld  the  party.  I  say  every 
credit  is  due  to  the  Liberal  party,  who  have 
been  true  to  the  people  and  to  themselves. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  I  had 
finished  the  session — and  he  touched  it  very 
lightly — just  as  I  had  begun  it.  He  said  the 
law  had  been  violated.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber knows  full  well  that  there  was  no  violation 
of  the  law,  there  was  not  even  an  evasion  of 
the  law,  in  the  case  he  was  alluding  to.  He 
knows  full  well  that  the  party  were  not  forced. 
There  was  no  violation  of  the  law ;  neither  was 
there  an  evasion  of  the  law.  The  law  has 
not  been  broken  either  in  letter  or  in  spirit. 
I  have  before  challenged  and  I  again  chal- 
lenge honourable  members,  or  any  man  in  the 
House  or  the  country,  to  prove  that  there  was 
a  violation  of  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of 
the  law,  or  an  evasion  of  the  law.  I  have 
•aid,  if  we  were  wrong,  it  would  not  make  it 


better  to  quote  what  has  been  done  previously ;. 
but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  we  have  had  in  the 
past  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  the  Op- 
position  benches  and  next  day  present  on  the- 
Supreme  Court  bench,  having  been  appointed 
to  be  a  Judge.  Then,  I  say,  if  the  legal  pro- 
fession are  exempt,  if  they  can  be  appointed 
to  lucrative  positions,  if  they  can  accept  fees 
to  any  amount  without  bringing  themselves 
under  the  Disqualification  Act,  and  this  can 
be  done  legally,  compare  it  with  what  we  have 
said  and  done  in  respect  to  the  matter  referred 
to.  We  said,  "  Wait  until  the  law  is  vindi- 
cated." And  when  the  time  allowed  by  law  will 
permit  the  appointment  to  bo  given,  why  should 
one  who  has  done  good  service  to  the  country, 
who  has  made  sacrifices  to  the  country,  be  de- 
barred under  such  circumstances  1  I  say  there 
was  not  an  evasion  of  the  law  either  in  letter 
or  in  spirit.  And  I  say  here  now,  if  the  same 
thing  was  to  happen  again,  and  •  I  knew  o{ 
the  criticism  that  has  taken  place,  I  would 
do  the  same.  I  have  nothing  to  regret,  and 
I  feel  sure  the  party  has  nothing  to  regret. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  asked  thia 
question :  What  had  there  been  done  to  im- 
prove the  social  position  of  the  people?  I 
might  put  a  question  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  has  been  here  in  the  House,  and,  if  the- 
Oovenunent  were  not  promoting  such  legisla- 
tion as  he  believed  was  necessary  for  the  social 
salvation  of  the  people  and  the  country,  why 
has  he  not  promoted  it  ?  The  only  thing  the 
honourable  member  has  done,  and  that  he  can 
put  bis  finger  on  this  session,  is  that  he  haa 
come  forward  and  made  a  speech  in  favour  of 
the  amending  of  our  licensing-laws. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
made  a  speech  to-night  on  the  subject.  But 
what  did  he  do  ?  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
he  promoted  a  select  committee  of  those  favour- 
able to  the  temperance  cause. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— I  never  did. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— All  I  know  is  that  I  have 
seen  the  invitation-cards  sent  to  certain  mem- 
bers. A  card  was  shown  to  me  on  which  a 
certain  member  was  invited  to  attend  some 
meeciigg  for  the  purpose. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  was  not  sent  by  me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  not  by  you ;  but  there 
was  a  committee  formed,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  chairman  of  this 
inner-circle  temperance  committee.  We  had 
a  certain  Bill  before  the  committee,  and  that 
Bill  was  to  be  amended  not  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House,  nor  by  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee,  hut  by  a  self- 
appointed  committee  whose  members  were  en- 
tirely one-sided — those  who  favoured  the  tem- 
perance cause — those  who  would  go  to  extremes 
to  promote  this  cause.  I  say,  therefore,  the 
responsibility  of  the  measure  meeting  with  the 
objections  it  met  with  in  the  House  is  to  a 
great  extent  with  them.  The  objections  it 
met  with  arose  from  the  fact  that  a  very  large 
number  of  members  resented  this  mode  of  deed- 
ing with  a  Bill  that  was  before  the  House.  I 
have  not  finished  on  this  point.     What  next- 
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happened?  When  the  BUI  came  before  the 
House,  what  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper? 
Amendments— many  of  them  of  a  technical 
character ;  but  tliey  were  bo  numerous  that 
very  many  members  who  took  the  other  side  of 
the  question  were  afraid  ;  they  saw  this  vast 
Dumber  of  amendments,  numbering  over  one 
hundred,  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  it  almost 
frightened  them.  Of  course,  they  scarcely  un- 
-derstood  the  nature  of  these  amendments,  and, 
with  just  cause,  they  were  afraid ;  and  we  know 
the  result.  I  am  not  responsible  for  that. 
J<low,  shall  I  say  who  was  responsible  for  a 
•considerable  amoont  of  the  delay  that  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  Licensing  Bill  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— The  Government  Whip. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  in  the  first  place  it  was 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City. 

Hon.  ]^If.«bkr8. — No,  no. 

Jlr.  SEDDON.— I  will  prove  it.  I  proposed 
to  remit  this  Bill  to  the  Statutes  Hevision 
■Committee,  and  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  objected  to  my  doing  so.  Now, 
'if  this  Bill  had  gone  to  that  Committee,  two- 
thirds — nay,  three-fourths — of  the  technical 
amendments  that  were  made  and  appeared  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  which  frightened  mem- 
bers go  much,  would  have  been  mode  by  the 
Statutes  Kevision  Committee,  and  the  terror 
struck  into  the  very  soul  of  the  senior  Whip 
would  never  have  been  cansed  at  all.  I  say, 
if  the  Licensing  Bill  had  been  referred  to  the 
Statutes  Kevision  Committee,  as  I  proposed  to 
the  House,  I  believe  a  gi-eat  many  of  these 
-amendments  —  in  fact,  three-fourths  of  those 
proposed  by  this  Committee — would  have  been 
made  by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee, 
the  Bill  would  have  come  down  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  it  would  have  proceeded  further. 
But  I  was  thwarted  in  my  original  intention, 
and  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  result. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Why  did  you  not  put  it 
to  the  vote  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  to  take  exception  to 
so  many  things  in  connection  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
during  the  session  that  when  he  objected  in 
respect  to  this  matter,  knowing  the  great  and 
sincere  interest  ho  took  in  the  movement,  I 
■did  not  like  to  force  the  matter  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I 
gave  way  to  him  because  I  knew  he  was  in 
earnest,  and  desirous  of  getting  the  Bill  passed. 
II  am  sorry  now  that  I  did  so,  because  if  I  had 
taken  my  own  way  and  put  the  Bill  before  the 
Statutes  Kevision  Committee  there  would  have 
been  only  three  or  four  principal  amendments 
in  the  policy  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  they 
would  have  been  fought  out  in  a  couple  of 
nights,  and  the  Bill  would  have  been  now  on 
the  statute-book.  Now,  I  will  ask  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  K.  Stout), 
has  he  not  had  the  same  liberties  every  other 
honourable  member  hod  here  during  the  session 
in  promoting  the  legislation  necessary  for  the 
social  well-being  of  the  people  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  he  has.    Can  he  show 
iine,  among  the  rejected  Bills  that  could  not 
Jir.  Seddon 


come  09,  any  that  he  has  brought  forwskrd  (o 
promote  the  social  well-being  of  the  people? 
All  the  honourable  gentleman  has  brought  for- 
ward may  be  summed  up  in  closing  "tote" 
shops  and  preventing  boys  from  investing  on 
the  totalisator.  That  is  the  whole  amount  of 
the  legislation  promoted  this  session  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  the  amelioration  and 
improvement  of  the  social  condition  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  I  do  not  think,  myself, 
they  require  much  amelioration  if  all  that  he 
can  bring  forward  or  say  is  necessary  for  them 
is  the  shutting-up  of  "  tote  "  shops,  or  prevent- 
ing youths  from  having  a  few  shillinga  on  the 
totalisator.  That,  at  all  events,  is  his  record 
for  the  Re<i.<iion. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Oh,  no,  it  is  not. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  forgotten  for  the  mo- 
ment that  the  hononrable  gentleman  bron^t 
in  a  Middle  District  University  Bill.  But  what 
was  the  use  of  bringing  in  a  dummy  Bill  saying 
there  shall  be  a  university,  unless  the  means  of 
establishing  or  maintaining  it  were  also  pro- 
vided? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  had  no  power  to  do  so. 
g  -J  Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  honoar- 

'  able  gentleman  stands  self -convicted 
in  that  respect.  Now,  coming  back  to  the 
statement  made  that  nothing  had  boen  done 
to  improve  the  social  condition  of  the  people: 
Snrely  the  honourable  member  will  admit  that 
there  was  something  done,  seeing  this  sesaion 
we  have  restored  the  railways  to  the  people  of 
this  country.  That  is  a  struggle  which  has 
lasted  for  many  years,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  give  the  Liberal  party 
credit  for  having  succeeded  at  last. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Some  of  the  Liberal  party 
voted  in  1887  for  divesting  the  Government  o{ 
the  control  of  the  railways,  and  some  of  yooc 
colleagues. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Every  one  of  them. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  certainly  did  not.  If  I 
were  to  go  into  ancient  history — I  do  not  in- 
tend to  do  so  on  this  occasion — I  might  recall 
to  honourable  members  many  things  which  tb« 
honourable  gentleman  has  done  which,  viewed 
in  the  light  of  to-day,  could  not  be  said  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  Liberal  party.  He  told 
us  that  we  had  done  something  as  regards  the 
artisans,  because  we  had  passed  the  labour 
legislation,  but  that  we  hod  done  nothing  for 
the  labouring-classes.  On  the  contrary,  I  claim 
that  with  the  means  at  our  disposal  a  great 
deal  has  boen  done  for  the  labouring-men.  But 
how  was  it  possible  to  provide  work  for  the 
people  unless  we  had  the  means  ?  I  say  that 
the  labourers  of  this  colony  have  gone  through 
a  winter  such  as  I  hope  they  may  never 
experience  again.  I  hope  we  may  never 
have  here  again  the  same  condition  of  affairs 
which  we  have  had  during  the  past  winter. 
And  it  behoves  me,  in  my  place,  before 
Parliament  prorogues,  to  say  this:  that  the 
toilers  of  New  Zealand,  both  in  the  towns  and 
in  the  country,  deserve  every  credit.  Many  of 
them  have  had  to  come  to  the  Government, 
and  have  had  to  ask  the  State  to  provide  work 
for  them.    Employment  has  been  provided  loc 
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fchem  on  roprodootive  works;  but  there  are 
mivny  who  have  suffered  silently  and  patiently, 
viho  have  not  paraded  their  suflering  or  distress 
before  their  fellows,  or  even  to  the  Government. 
Honourable  members  should  remember  that 
we  had  our  lands  which  required  to  be  settled 
upon,  and  that  our  people  were  willing  to  go 
upon  them ;  but  if  you  say  that  you  are  to 
pnt  people  in  the  bush  without  a  road  or  a 
traok  to  get  to  the  land,  or  that  no  help  is  to 
be  given  to  them  by  way  of  work  or  assistance 
from  the  State,  I  say,  practically,  you  can 
never  get  the  country  settled  unless  the  Go- 
vernment takes  some  action.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  say  we  have  done  a  great  deal 
for  the  labourers  by  promoting  legislation  whioh 
will  tend  to  brijog  about  settlement,  and  place 
people  upon  the  land.  I  do  not  want  to  see 
hundreds  of  men,  sometimes,  in  the  summer 
season,  working  in  the  country,  and  making  but 
little  perhaps  over  and  above  that  which  they 
require  for  their  immediate  wants.  I  want  to 
have  that  stopped  effectually,  and  the  only 
way  to  do  that  is  to  employ  these  people  in 
maJcing  roads  into  the  bush,  and  in  clearing 
the  bush,  and  thus  insure  their  settling  ulti- 
mately on  the  land.  Thus  you  will  have  their 
wives  and  families  settled  there.  It  is  only  in 
that  way  that  you  will  make  an  end  of  the 
"  unemployed  "  difficulty.  The  honourable 
member  told  us  that  the  Standing  Orders  had 
proved  a  perfect  curse.  I  must  say  at  once 
that  the  honourable  member  is  entirely  wrong 
in  that  respect.  I  say  that  the  Standing 
Orders,  as  was  proved  in  the  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement  and  in  other  debates  on 
3ills,  are  an  improvement  upon  the  old  Stand- 
ing Orders.  That  they  are  still  defective  I 
admit,  but  the  defects  can  be  much  more  easily 
remedied  now  than  they  could  be  before.  Go- 
vernment after  Government  and  Parliament 
after  Parliament  has  attempted  to  improve  the 
Standing  Orders ;  but  the  Liberal  party  this 
session  is  the  only  party  that  has  succes-sfully 
coped  with  the  difficulty.  The  honourable 
member  referred  to  the  licensing  question.  I 
sliould  have  thought  we  hc^  heard  the  last  of 
clause  21  of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Act. 
Then,  the  honourable  member,  in  the  next 
breath,  told  the  House  that  he  regretted  very 
much  that  the  Government  would  not  permit 
amendments  to  be  made  in  the  Government 
Bills.  I  have  never  yet  told  honourable  mem- 
bers, because  I  am  not  sure  of  it,  but  there  is 
a  doubt  in  my  mind  whether,  when  clause  21 
of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee, a  member  of  the  legal  profession  did 
not  move  the  insertion  of  certain  words,  and  I 
believe  it  was  the  insertion  of  those  very  words 
which  gave  the  clause  its  retrospective  action  ; 
but,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
proof  of  this,  I  have  taken  the  responsibility 
right  through.  But  I  say  here,  as  for  knowing 
that  there  was  anything  wrong  or  corrupt  in 
respect  to  that  clause,  I  most  positively  again 
assert,  as  I  stated  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  I  did  not  know  it.  The  honourable 
member  said,  "  Why  not  have  a  Committee  of 
inqoity  ?  "    To  show  the  fallacy  of  such  a  con- 


tention I  might  refer  to  his  own  condemnation 
of  Committee  investigations.  Let  me  now  show 
how  these  amendments  are  sometimes  made  in 
Bills.  When  the  Native  Land  Court  Bill  was 
under  consideration  a  certain  honourable  mem- 
ber asked  me  if  I  would  admit  a  certain  amend- 
ment. He  informed  me  that  the  amendment 
was  in  accordance  with  the  law  as  it  previously 
existed.  I  said,  Yes.  During  the  discussion 
another  honourable  member  came  to  me  and 
said,  "  Here  is  a  clause.  What  about  Mr. 
Bell's  clause  ? "  I  understood  him  to  say, 
"  This  is  Mr.  Bell's  clause."  Two  clauses  were 
inserted  in  the  Bill.  But  after  the  Bill  was 
agreed  to  Mr.  Bell  said  to  me,  "  That  is  not  my 
clause."  I  went  to  Mr.  Button,  who  gave  me 
the  clause,  and  I  said,  "  Where  did  you  get  that 
clause  from  ?  "  and  he  said,  "  I  believe  I  got  it 
from  Mr.  Mitcbelson."  On  being  appealed  to 
Mr.  Mitchelson  denied  the  soft  impesMshment. 
The  clause  was  not  Mr.  Bell's  clause.  Having 
a  great  deal  of  business  on  hand,  those  two 
clauses  were  accepted  by  me.  Next  session 
some  one  may  get  up  and  move  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  inquiry  as  to  how  one  of  these  clauses 
got  into  the  Bill.  If  the  Government  refused  to 
grant  the  request  in  regard  to  amendments  it 
might  then  be  said  that  there  was  something 
wroug  behind  it.  If  we  are  to  grant  inquiries 
into  how  certain  clauses  have  been  introduced 
into  Bills  I  say  no  Government  is  safe.  I  say 
that  to-morrow  I  should  refuse  on  inquiry 
into  such  circumstances.  Then,  as  regards 
the  black  list  which  the  honourable  member 
said  existed  in  relation  to  the  Bailway  Com- 
missioners. The  honourable  member  has  sug- 
gested that  the  Government  should  make 
inquiries  from  the  Railway  Commissioners-.  I 
asked  the  Commissioners  to  meet  mc.  Thoy 
did  so,  and  I  took  the  honourable  member's 
speech,  and  what  may  be  termed  the  charges  in 
that  speech,  and  I  hod  from  each  of  the  Com- 
missioners a  decided  and  emphatic  denial  of 
what  was  stated  by  the  honourable  member.  I 
stated  in  the  House  that  the  charges  should 
assume  some  definite  shape  before  I  asked  the 
House  to  set  up  a  Committee  of  inquiry.  In 
view  of  the  denials  of  the  Commissioners,  I  say 
it  «ould  have  been  casting  an  indignity  upon 
them  to  set  up  a  Committee  of  inquiry.  The 
honourable  member  did  not  say  that  the  state- 
ments were  absolutely  correct— he  did  not  say 
that  he  hod  proof  that  the  statements  were 
correct.  To  set  up  a  Committee,  in  view  of 
what  I  have  stated,  would  have  been  casting  a 
grave  reflection  on  the  Commissioners  which 
the  circumstances  did  not  warrant.  That  is 
why  I  refused.  I  believe  the  colony  and  the 
House  will  support  me  in  saying  I  was  not 
justified  in  granting  that  inquiry.  If  the  same 
thing  were  to  occur  again,  the  same  course 
would  be  followed.  If  1  wauted  anything  to 
support  me  in  the  position  which  we  took  up  on 
this  point  in  refusing  to  appoint  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  and  report,  I  need  only  refer 
to  the  position  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  took  up  in 
reference  to  the  Pomohaka  inquiry.  The  honour- 
able member  himself  condemned  tlie  prooeed- 
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ings ;  he  condemned  the  Committee ;    be  said 

the  Committee  was  such  that  it  woald  only  he 
guided  by  party  motives.  I  say,  under  these 
circumatanceg,  to  have  dragged  the  Com- 
missioners  before  a  Committee  on  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  nould  have 
been,  to  my  mind,  a  grave  mistake,  and  one 
\rorthy  of  censure.  I  simply  repeat  that  if 
the  same  thing  occurred  again  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  take  the  same  course.  Now, 
the  honourable  member  cast  a  very  grave  re- 
flection upon  the  people  when  he  said  that 
their  representatives  here  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled care  not  for  heaping  up  liabilities 
upon  the  country  and  upon  the  people.  Sir,  I 
undertake  to  say  that  there  should  be  good 
grounds  before  such  a  reflection  is  made.  I 
say  the  men  who  are  here  representing  their 
fellows  have  weighed  carefully  the  proposals 
that  have  been  made.  It  is  true  we  may  be 
increasing  the  liabilities;  but  the  increased 
amount  to  l>e  paid  in  respect  of  the  moneys 
raised  will  be  paid  by  the  persons  receiving  the 
advances,  and  the  taxpayers  generally  will  not 
be  called  upon  to  pay  anything  extra  whatever. 
If  you  take  to-day  the  indebtedness  per  head 
of  the  population  of  New  Zealand  as  compared 
with  the  indebtedness  per  head  when  we  took 
office,  it  is  nearly  £3  per  head  less  than  when 
we  took  office. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber may  laugh  ;  but  I  say,  if  they  will  look  at 
the  Statement,  they  will  find  that  is  correct. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
forgot  this  fact.  He  told  us  this  afternoon  that 
when  the  present  Government  took  office  we 
found  the  country  was  prosperous,  and  that, 
comparing  the  condition  of  the  people  then 
and  the  condition  of  the  people  now,  they 
were  in  a  much  better  position  then  than  they 
are  now.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  simply 
cannot  deny  the  fact  that  during  the  three  years 
the  Atkinson  Government — of  which  he  was  a 
member — was  in  office,  over  fourteen  thousand 
people  left  Now  Zealand. 

Captain  RUSSKLL. — When  you  took  office 
they  were  coming  back  again. 

Mr.  SKDDON.  — Certainly  not.  The  only 
thing  that  brought  them  back  was  the  fact 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Con- 
servative Government  were  hurled  from  office 
—  that  the  Continuous  Ministry,  which  had 
misgoverned  the  country,  was  defeated.  The 
moment  they  knew  there  was  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment on  the  benches — independent  men,  deter- 
mined to  do  justice  to  all  classes  and  conditions 
— those  who  had  lost  heart  and  had  left  came 
back  to  their  country. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — They  are  going  away  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — There  is  a  special  reason 
that  is  taking  them  away  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  believe  it  would  take  away  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs. 
I  should  not  be  surprised  that,  supposing  some- 
where about  the  Eketahuna  gorges  there  was 
gold  found  in  such  quantities  as  it  is  being 
found  in  Coolgardie,  we  should  And  my  little 
Mr.  Seddon 


friend  with  a  swag  on  bia  back  going  to  the 
Eketahuna  Coolgardie.  I  say  that  there  are 
two  things  at  the  present  time  that  account  for 
people  leaving  the  colony.  One  is  the  very 
cheap  fares.  A  number  of  people  are  going 
simply  for  pleasure  -  trips :  in  fact,  they  oaa 
live  more  cheaply  on  the  steamer  than  they  can 
ashore.  Then,  there  are  large  Dumbers  who 
are  going  to  Coolgardie,  and  nothing  will 
stop  them.  The  only  thing  we  can  do  ia 
this :  We  know  that  when  people  begin  to  feel 
uneasy  it  does  not  ease  them  when  they  find  a 
number  of  men  out  of  work,  or  when  they  find 
there  is  very  little  indoatnr  in  the  country,  or 
very  little  money  available  in  the  connbry. 
These  are  matters  which  cause  people  to  be  on 
the  move.  Well,  I  say,  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment policy— a  progressive  policy,  which  feh» 
House  has  indorsed  this  session — we  shall,  hy 
placing  people  on  the  land,  and  by  putting  these 
men  to  work  upon  reproductive  works— on  rood- 
making  and  in  the  construction  of  railways — be 
bound  to  stop  the  exodus ;  and  the  sooner  it  is 
stopped  the  better  for  all  concerned.  Sir,  it  i» 
said  that  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  laboor- 
ing-men.  I  say  that  the  system  of  oo-operative 
works  has  been  a  blessing  to  labouring-men,  and 
I  am  sorry  we  have  not  had  more  means,  ao  a* 
to  be  able  to  find  more  work  for  the  men  apon 
this  system.  I  say  that  the  workers  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  deserve  very 
great  credit.  They  have  every  confidence  in 
the  Government;  they  know  who  are  their 
true  friends.  There  have  been  very  few  com- 
plaints. Go  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other,  where  the  men  are  working,  and 
ask  them  what  they  think  of  the  Qovemmenty 
ask  them  what  they  think  of  the  party  here 
in  power,  and  they  will  tell  you  they  have  been 
treated  fairly ;  and  I  say  we  have  the  confidence 
of  the  tollers  of  the  country.  I  tell  the  hononr- 
able  member,  too,  that  there  are  no  more  in- 
telligent people  in  the  country  than  the  very 
same  class  of  men.  You  will  get  very  mnoh 
more  intelligence  from  them,  they  will  tell  yon 
more  of  the  politics  of  the  country  and  of  the 
condition  of  the  country  in  any  aspect  you  like 
to  name  than  will  the  doss  of  men  that  have 
no  opportunities  of  mixing  with  their  fellows, 
or  of  reading  current  literature,  and  who  are 
found  on  the  cattle-ranches.  Of  course,  that  ia 
only  natural,  for  they  are  more  in  the  towns, 
and  more  in  touch  with  other  people  and  with 
passing  events  than  those  living  in  the  scat- 
tered districts ;  and  the  result  is,  they  become 
self-educated.  I  say,  so  long  as  any  Oovem- 
ment  has  the  good  wislies  of  the  people  in  any 
conntry  you  will  find  that  Government  is  doi»g^ 
its  duty.  That  is  my  experience.  Whenever 
any  Government  fails  to  have  the  confidence 
of  the  masses,  then,  I  say,  (hat  Government  is 
simply  governing  in  the  interests  of  a  select 
few  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  people  gene- 
rally. Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  concluded  by  saying  that  he  woold 
prefer  to  have  New  Zealand  a  small  colony. 
Whan  I  heard  that  expression  I  wondered  to 
myself  whether  or  not  I  had  heard  him  aright. 
Is  it  to  be  said  that  we  are  not  to  advance  at 
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all — that  our  population  is  not  to  increase  ?  Is 
it  to  be  said  that  as  our  sturdy  young  sons  and 
daughters  grow  up  they  are  to  leave  the  home 
of  their  birth  ?  Are  we  to  admit  there  is  to  be 
no  natural  expansion?  Would  it  be  prefer- 
able that  New  Zealand  should  remain  a  small 
colony,  and  that  we  should  not  advance? 
Why,  Sir,  that  is  the  saying  of  an  old  Tory, 
of  an  obsolete  politician,  and  not  a  remark  we 
should  expect  from  a  statesman — one  who  has 
held  a  very  high  position,  a  position  such  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
(Six  B.  Stout)  has  held  in  this  country.  I  say, 
Away  with  such  nonsense  I  We  cannot  suffer 
such  a  state  of  things  to  exist.  I  say  that 
when  a  young  colony  stands  still  it  recedes. 
We  must  advance,  our  population  must  go  on 
increasing,  and,  as  our  population  increases, 
as  we  settle  our  population  upon  the  land, 
as  our  exports  increase,  so  will  our  people 
eome  te  be  more  contented,  more  prosperous, 
and  more  happy.  But  to  stand  still — to  keep 
this  colony  just  for  a  select  few — I  say  that 
is  what  the  "  Continuous  party  "  in  this  coun- 
try almost  brought  about.  I  say  the  day  for 
that  has  gone  by.  We  cannot  stand  still, 
ve  must  progress,  we  must  have  the  means  to 
bring  about  progress,  and  we  must  work  for 
that  means  as  we  are  doing  at  the  present 
time  by  giving  cheap  money  to  settlers,  and  in 
doing  this  we  are  doing  what  is  right.  It  was 
claimed  some  time  since  that  by  our  proposals 
we  should  lower  the  rate  of  interest.  I  say  it 
has  been  lowered,  and  I  say  also  that  by  this 
means  money  will  become  available  for  in- 
dustries, money  will  become  available  for  pro- 
moting settlement,  money  will  become  avail- 
able for  commerce ;  and  I  say  that,  owing  to 
the  want  of  necessary  and  legitimate  advances, 
for  months  past  our  commerce  was  stifled, 
and  that  that  was  the  reason  for  the  falling- 
ofi  in  the  Customs  revenue.  Merchants  did  not 
know  what  to  do  regarding  orders.  But  now  I 
simply  say  this :  We  have  turned  the  comer. 
What  we  want  to  do  is  to  put  heart  into  the 
people.  We  should  tell  them  that  what  we 
have  worked  for,  and  what  Parliament  has 
granted,  has  been  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting settlement,  so  as  to  make  the  country 
progress,  so  that  reproductive  work  should  be 
found  for  the  toilers,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  they  should  be  carving  homes  for  them- 
selves in  the  bush,  so  that  they  may  become 
permanent  settlers,  never  again  to  be  amongst 
the  unemployed,  or  have  to  go  to  the  State  to 
find  them  work.  They  will  look  back  with  grati- 
tude to  this  progressive  policy  which  has  been 
inaugurated  by  the  Oovernment,  supported  by 
the  people,  and  which  we  have  carried  against 
an  opposition  such  as  no  Government  ever 
previously  experienced.  The  work  of  the  ses- 
sion has  been  such  as  will  lead  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  well-being  of  the  people.  I  do  not 
now  desire  to  prolong  the  debate  ;  but  let  any 
member  of  the  House  take  the  Governor's 
Speech,  and  glance  through  it,  and,  with  one 
exception,  he  will  find  that  everything  the  Go- 
vernment said  they  intended  to  propose  is  now 
law.    Then,  let  him  take  the  Financial  State- 
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ment,  and  I  think,  with  two  exceptions,  every 
Bill  there  referred  to  has  been  passed.  No 
Government  ever  brought  forward  a  policy 
such  as  we  have  brought  forward  and  have 
been  so  successful  in  passing.  Speaking  for 
the  Government,  we  do  not  claim  the  whole 
credit  ourselves ;  we  simply  have  done  our  part. 
I  give  the  credit  to  those  who  have  so  nobly 
stood  by  the  Government  in  our  difficulties, 
and  who  have  assisted  in  passing  these  mea- 
sures into  law.  Then,  we  were  twitted  with 
the  Government  having  suffered  a  defeat  be- 
cause we  were  not  allowed  to  introduce  a 
Bill  providing  for  the  bounty  on  coal.  Sir, 
two  months  ago  a  debate  took  place  in  the 
House,  and  the  Government  were  practically 
told  that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  House  did  not  favour  that  proposal.  But 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  said  that,  despite  that, 
the  matter  would  be  brought  forward.  That 
Bill  was  brought  forward  at  the  same  time 
as  the  Baet-root  Sugar  Bill,  which  was  also 
mentioned  in  our  programme.  If  we  had  not 
brought  this  Bill  forward,  what  would  have 
been  said?  We  should  have  been  criticized 
as  having  mentioned  it  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, but  it  would  be  said  we  were  afraid 
to  bring  it  before  the  House.  Well,  Sir,  wa 
are  a  Government  that  are  not  afraid.  We 
discuss  very  carefully  what  wa  believe  to  be 
to  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  then  we 
promote  it.  The  rejection  of  that  Bill  on  its 
introduction  was  a  pure  accident.  If  the 
Government  had  explained  it,  or  had  had  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  it,  there  would  have 
been  a  different  result.  Those  members  who 
are  found  generally  supporting  the  Government 
did  not  know  for  the  moment  that  it  might 
be  considered  as  it  was  considered  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  to- 
night. And  if  the  Treasurer  had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  the  position  the  Govern- 
ment took  up  in  respect  to  the  matter,  the 
Government  would  not  have  been  refused  leave 
to  introduce  the  Bill.  Had  it  been  explained 
I  feel  satisfied  it  would  have  been  dealt  with  as 
the  Beet-root  Sugar  Bill  was  dealt  with.  That 
was  introduced  in  the  same  way,  but  with  an 
explanation  given  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  it  was  carried  by,  I  think,  forty-seven  to 
eleven.  I  know  that  members  voted  on  the 
Coal  Bonus  Bill  not  knowing  that  it  might  b» 
taken  that  by  so  doing  they  were  slighting  the 
Government,  and  I  may  say  that  mora  than 
one  gentleman  expressed  regret  for  not  having 
supported  the  Government.  The  Government 
could,  if  it  had  so  desired,  have  brought  the 
matter  forward  again,  and  I  am  satisfied  my- 
self that  there  was  no  slight  intended.  It 
was  an  accident,  and  that  was  proved  by  the 
voting  on  the  very  next  Oovernment  Bill  which 
was  brought  forward,  which,  when  challenged, 
on  going  to  a  division,  was  carried  by  forty-six 
to  fifteen.  I  say  that  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment have  asked  their  party  to  pass  any  party 
measure  the  party  has  stood  loyally  by  them. 
We  did  not  make  the  coal  bonus  a  party  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  Opposition  have  never  missed  an 
opportunity  to  vote  against  the  Oovernment, 
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and  they  have  gone  unanimously  into  the 
Qovemmental  lobby  with  those  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  supporters  who  for  the  time  being  were 
not  prepared  to  give  their  support  to  the  Minis- 
try. But  there  have  been  other  things  behind, 
and  I  will  tell  the  House  what  happened. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
^ir  R.  Stout)  coupled  with  this  the  Midland 
Railway  Bill,  because  during  the  session  the 
Government  have  had  to  ask  the  House  to  in- 
dorse their  policy  embodied  in  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Bill,  and  in  the  other  measures 
under  which  we  are  proposing  to  raise  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  for  the  purchase  of  pri- 
vate and  Native  lands  and  for  the  reading 
of  Government  lands.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber, I  say,  knows  very  well  what  caused  this, 
but  he  has  never  missed  an  opportunity  to 
point  out  that  already  there  were  certain  lia- 
bilities incurred  this  session — ha  called  it  loans 
and  borrowing;  and  it  was  urged  that  in  ad- 
dition to  this  there  was  to  be  a  further  burden 
in  the  shape  of  the  £618,000  for  the  Midland 
Railway.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
was  borrowing  to  a  large  extent,  and  that 
militated  against  the  Midland  Railway;  but 
that  was  not  wholly  what  militated  against 
that  measure,  for  there  is  no  disguising  the 
fact  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  are  determined 
that  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
shall  be  completed,  the  Hanawatu  Railway 
purchased,  and  the  Otago  Central  completed, 
and  this  combination,  I  say,  went  together, 
and  that  was  chiefly  why  tho  Midland  Railway 
Bill  was  rejected.  That  Bill  was  not  made  a 
party  measure,  as  the  Government  refused  to 
make  it  one,  because  we  could  not  be  justified 
in  making  it  a  party  question.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  so.  Very  well,  that  being 
the  case,  and  the  passing  of  the  Bill  not  having 
been  made  a  party  question,  I  do  not  think 
it  comes  with  very  good  grace  now  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  the  Government 
that  we  were  defeated,  simply  because  the 
House  this  session  refused  to  pass  the  second 
reading  of  the  Midland  Railway  Bill.  The 
Midland  Railway  Bill,  I  say,  ought  to  have 
been  passed,  and  I  say  that  those  honour- 
able members  who  voted  against  it  have  not 
done  themselves  justice,  and  have  not  shown 
a  due  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  must 
devolve  upon  them  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  say  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  those 
who  were  against  borrowing,  and  who  desired 
to  see  the  colony  relieved  from  responsibility  in 
this  matter,  if  they  had  not  rejected  the  Bill, 
for,  in  my  opinion,  even  though  wo  succeed, 
it  will  cost  the  colony  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  to  be  spent  in  litigation.  Of  that  I  am 
quite  positive ;  and  in  the  meantime  we  shall 
have  five  million  acres  of  land  locked  up  from 
settlement,  without  the  slightest  prospect  of 
being  opened,  and  settlement  will  be  retarded. 
I  think  I  have  now  met  point  by  point  tho 
srf;uments  used  by  tho  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and  in  so  doing 
I  hopo  I  have  not  made  use  of  any  unkind 
words.  I  think  I  have  not,  nor  did  I  wish  to  do 
Mr.  Seddon 


so.  I  may  say  that  I  have  been  hare  now  for 
something  like  'eighteen  or  nineteen  sessions, 
and  have  seen  many  Appropriation  Bills  during 
that  time,  but  I  do  not  agree  with  what  the 
honourable  member  said  yesterday — that  it 
was  the  general  custom  for  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  make  a  speech,  and  to  be  fol- 
lowed only  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  other 
Minister.  I  have  known  the  debate  on  tiie 
Appropriation  Bill  to  occnpy  a  whole  day,  and 
to  be  an  acrimonious  debate ;  but  on  this 
occasion  there  is  nothing  but  good-will  and 
good-feeling.  Nothing,  so  far,  has  been  said 
during  the  debate  that  will  tend  to  create 
any  ill-feeling.  The  Government  have  honestly 
and  conscientiously  tried  to  do  their  duty  to 
the  country  and  the  people,  and  I  believe  the 
result  of  our  efiorts  will  prove  beneficial ;  and, 
whilst  there  are  many  here  who  may  differ  as 
to  what  has  been  done  by  the  majority,  they 
should  now  accept  the  position  and  tell  the 
people  to  take  heart.  I  see  eJready  the  silver 
lining  to  the  cloud ;  the  prices  of  most  of  our 
staple  products  ore  going  up,  and  our  people 
are  rapidly  going  upon  our  lands,  and  our  lands 
are  being  rapidly  opened  up  and  roaded.  Seeing 
that  this  is  the  case,  let  us  not  be  cast  down, 
and,  though  we  may  not  altogether  have  done 
what  we  wished,  at  all  events  what  we  have 
done  has  been  done  consoiantiously  and  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Sir,  tho  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  that  this  vras  the  lost 
speech  he  would  make  in  the  Bouse  during 
the  present  session,  and  I  think  it  would  have 
been  well  for  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he 
had  not  delivered  it,  for  a  more  ineffective 
speech  I  have  seldom  beard  delivered  from  the 
Qovemment  benches.  Is  it  that  the  defeats 
and  slights  he  has  suffered  during  the  last 
few  days  at  the  hands  of  his  own  followers 
indicate  to  him  what  is  awaiting  him  in  the 
country,— that  no  mora  during  the  recess  will 
the  honourable  gentleman  have  banquet  after 
banquet,  laudation  after  laudation, — and  tell 
him,  in  words  unmistakable,  that  he  is  utterly 
unworthy  of  a  majority  never  before  at  the 
command  of  any  Premier  in  the  history  of  the 
colony  ?  The  honourable  gendeman  commenced 
very  badly,  and  so,  I  predict,  will  he  end,  for 
he  employed  his  time  during  the  elections  in 
corrupting  the  constituencies.  Up  and  down 
the  country  he  went,  using  the  most  unworthy 
means  to  influence  the  eleotions  np  to  the 
polling-day.  He  let  it  be  understood  that  the 
polling-day  would  be  on  or  about  a  certain 
date,  and  then  anticipated  that  date  by  about 
a  fortnight  to  suit  bis  own  friends.  In  the 
case  of  the  Tuapeka,  he  endeavoured  to  infla- 
enco  the  election  in  the  same  way  by  harrying 
on  the  polling-day,  so  that  the  candidate  op- 
posed to  the  Government  was  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage. What  did  he  do  at  the  general 
election  in  the  case  of  the  Native  Mmister, 
Mr.  Carroll?  Instead  of  following  the  usual 
practice  of  holding  the  election  for  the  Native 
members  prior  to  the  general  election,  he  fixed 
a  day  so  that  in  case  Mr.  Carroll  happened  to 
be  defeated  for  the  Waiapu  seat  he  would  still- 
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have  a  chance  of  contesting  a  Native  electo- 
rate. Then,  the  bonoarable  gentleman  has  the 
assuianoe  to  tell  this  Hoase  that  there  are 
few  unemployed  in  the  ooantry,  though  during 
this  winter  the  miseries  o{  the  unemployed 
under  this  great  Liberal  Govermnent  have  been 
greater  than  during  the  term  of  office  of  any 
previous  Government.  I  well  remember  the 
4ittitude  of  the  honourable  gentleman  hurling 
deuunciations  at  the  Atkinson  Government 
because  the  population  was  leaving  the  colony, 
uid  assurances  that  when  his  party  came  into 
office  we  should  very  soon  have  a  change  in 
the  state  of  afiairs.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  Government  have  to  a  large 
extent  created  the  "  unemployed  "  diffioolty  by 
destroying  the  confidence  of  the  industrial 
classes  in  the  Government  and  colony. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — I  beg  to  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  notice  the  discredit- 
able t(M>tics  of  the  Premier.  He  has  asked  his 
followers  to  walk  out  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  called  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — I  was  going  on  to  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  deny 

1  am  sorry  to  see  that  he  is  still  asking 

his  followers  to  walk  out  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  I  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  What  I  did  was  to  draw  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  bound  by  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  accept  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— That  is  the  truth. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — I  was  going  on  to  say 
that  the  Gavemment  have  destroyed  confi- 
dence in  the  colony,  destroyed  the  wages  fund, 
and  they  have  now  had  to  abandon  their  non- 
borrowing  election  pledges,  and  the  new  era  of 
borrowing  which  they  have  now  inaugurated 
will  inevitably  be  followed  by  greatly-increased 
taxation.  The  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
■Government  were  asked  again  and  again  during 
the  session  whether  thoy  intended  further 
taxation  for  protective  purposes,  and  they 
answered  these  questions  evasively ;  but  I 
think  this  House  is  justified  in  assuming  that 
next  session  we  shall  have  Bills  brought  in  to 
impose  increased  taxation  upon  the  taxpayers 
of  the  colony.  This  is  what  the  honourable 
gentleman's  Government  is  rapidly  bringing 
the  colony  to,  and  little  wonder  is  it  that  the 
population  of  New  Zealand  is  leaving  the 
colony  for  Australia,  despite  the  distress  which 
we  know  Co  be  prevalent  there.  In  1887-88, 
tvhen  the  honourable  gentleman  denounced 
the  Atkinson  Government  for  allowing  the 
population  of  the  colony  to  go  away,  millions 
•of  money,  borrowed  publicly  and  privately, 
were  being  expended  in  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies, and  New  Zealand,  as  is  well  known,  lost 
thousands  of  its  population.  But  what  attrac- 
tion exists  in  the  Australian  Colonies  at  the 
present  moment?  None  whatever.  They  have 
there  large  numbers  of  unemployed,  but  still 
the  population  of  New  Zealand  is  leaving  her 


shores.  Is  this  the  prosperity  predicted  from 
the  Liberal  measures  of  his  Government  when 
he  came  into  office  ?  It  is  possible  that  we 
might  have  a  fictitious  prosperity  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  borrowing  proposals, 
but  it  yiih  not  last  very  long.  The  inevitable 
taxation  will  have  to  be  imposed,  and,  as  stated 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  those  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  have  to  step  in,  as 
they  did  in  1879,  when  they  had  to  restore  the 
confidence  destroyed  by  the  Government  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  fol- 
lower in  that  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— By  raising  a  big  loan. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man talks  about  big  loans  I  Can  he,  a  thick- 
and-thin  supporter  of  the  Stout- Vogel  and  Grey 
Governments,  cast  a  stone  at  this  side  of  the 
House  ?  Why,  the  honourable  gentleman,  after 
that,  should  have  audacity  enough  to  face  any- 
thing. I  am  Sony  the  Minister  of  Labour  has 
left  his  seat,  as  I  should  like  to  compliment 
him  upon  a  speech  so  much  in  contrast,  for  its 
moderation  in  tone,  with  that  given  by  the 
Premier.  He  said  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  run 
through  by  so  pleasant  a  swordsman  as  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  Sir,  the  Minister  of 
Labour  is  hastening  fast  to  his  own  political 
funeral,  and  it  would  be  a  mercy  to  send  him 
there  as  painlessly  as  possible.  He  referred  to 
the  Pomahaka  purchase,  and  asserted  that  the 
leader  pf  the  Opposition  would  not  have  been 
so  severe  upon  it  had  he  not  forgotten  the 
Polhill  Gully  transaction.  I  remember  well 
the  whole  of  the  features  of  the  Polhill  Gully 
purchase,  and  I  say  at  once  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  be  ashamed  of  in  that.  Well  would  it 
have  been  for  the  colony's  interest  if  they  had 
on  all  occasions  been  guarded  as  they  were  in 
the  Polhill  Gully  purchase.  Then,  we  had  a 
great  deal  from  the  Premier  as  to  the  railways 
and  the  "  black  list."  Why,  Sir,  there  never 
has  been  such  a  scandal  connected  with  the 
railways  for  years  past.  When  challenged  to 
set  up  a  Committee  of  inquiry  on  the  "  black 
list,"  he  told  us  he  had  questioned  the  Bail- 
way  Commissioners,  and  that  they  absolutely 
denied  b.11  the  charges  of  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Wellington  City.  Sir,  what  would  the 
honourable  gentleman's  attitude  have  been  if 
the  action  of  the  former  Kailway  Commis- 
sioners had  been  in  question  ?  Would  he  have 
accepted  their  denial  7 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — He  would!  after  the 
charges  of  corruption  he  had  made  against 
those  gentlemen,  including  the  present  Chur- 
man. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Charges  of  misconduct, 
charges  of  corruption,  charges  of  the  most 
damaging  character,  which  he  never  had  the 
grace  to  withdraw.  Why,  Sir,  we  should  have 
had  a  Royal  Commission  appointed  instantly, 
and  every  power  brought  to  bear  to  hound  them 
down  if  he  possibly  could.  But  now  we  have 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  and,'  despite  the  spe- 
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eifio  charges  of  the  hononrablo  member  for 
Wellington  City,  he  has  absolutely  refused  to 
grant  a  Commission   of  inquiry  to  see  that 

instice  was  done  to  railway  officers  on  the  one 
land  and  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  other. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  never  been  able 
to  give  one  sound  reason  for  his  refusal  to  grant 
a  Commission,  and  the.  publio  can  only  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  charges  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  are 
substantially  true,  and  that  the  men  who  were 
true  and  loyal  to  the  colony  have  now  been 
hounded  down  at  the  instance  of  the  men  who 
were  traitors  to  the  service.  What  will  be  the 
case  when  the  honooiable  gentleman  gets  into 
power  on  the  let  of  January?  Creatures  of 
bis  own  will  be  pitchforked  into  the  service  in 
all  directions,  and  its  independence  destroyed 
to  a  very  large  extent.  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the 
finance  of  the  Qovemment :  We  had  a  surplus 
last  year  which  enabled  them  to  place  £250,000 
to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Fund ;  but, 
taking  the  last  Financial  Statement  delivered 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  where 
do  we  find  any  hope  of  a  surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  current  financial  year?  We  are  not  only 
losing  our  population,  but  our  Customs  and 
railway  revenues  are  going  down,  and,  instead  of 
being  able  to  carry  on  publio  works  out  of  the 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  we  have  com- 
menced a  profligate  era  of  borrowing.  Then, 
take  the  conduct  of  the  Government  regarding 
questions  of  large  publio  policy.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  introduced 
and  passed  an  important  measure  called  the 
Middle  District  University  College  Bill ;  and, 
instead  of  willingly  handing  over  a  disused 
Oovemment  residence  as  a  site,  they  opposed  it 
in  every  way  possible.  In  contrast  to  this,  what 
do  we  find  them  doing  for  their  supporters? 
We  had  a  spectacle  like  the  Lake  Forsyth 
Drainage  Bill  being  fought  through  the  House 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  being  in 
Committee  all  night.  Then,  we  have  a  sum  on 
the  estimates  for  a  wharf  at  Howick — a  beuce- 
faced  robbery  of  the  colony — and  the  bonus  of 
£50,000  on  the  export  of  coal.  Everything  for 
Government  supporters,  and  not  a  shilling  for 
any  constituency  which  is  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment. It  has  also  become  quite  clear 
that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  returns  laid 
on  the  table.  The  Government  put  a  return 
npon  the  table  the  other  day  purporting  to  show 
that  in  the  three  years  ending  on  the  31st 
March,  1894,  they  had  placed  over  six  hundred 
more  people  upon  the  land  than  had  been 
placed  in  the  three  years  ending  the  Ulst 
March,  1891.  Then,  if  we  turn  to  the  Crown 
Lands  Report  —  the  annual  official  document 
furnished  for  the  information  of  the  House — 
we  find  the  large  surplus  stated  in  the  return 
laid  lately  on  the  table  dwindling  down  to  871. 
What  are  we  to  say  of  figures  such  as  these 
supplied  by  the  present  Government?  We 
cannot  rely  upon  any  statements  supplied  to 
the  Bouse.  Sir,  at  this  lace  time  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  members  being  anxious  to  go,  I  have 
no  wish  to  detain  the  House.  I  only  wish  to 
«ay  that  I  feel  satisfied  that  when  we  come  to 
Mr.  Bttchanan 


the  close  of  next  session,  the  present  Oovem- 
ment will  be  in  a  very  different  position  from 
that  which  they  occupy  to-day ;  that  the  coun- 
try will  insist  upon  a  complete  change  of  the 
unfortunate  policy  which  has  been  followed 
by  those  honourable  gentlemen,  and  they  will 
be  succeeded  by  men  having  the  interest  of 
the  colony  at  heart,  and  anxious  to  pursue  a 
very  different  policy. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  rather  regret  that 
I  require  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  a  few  very  important 
questions  which  have  been  before  the  House 
this  session.  In  order  not  to  waste  the  time 
of  Parliament,  during  the  second  readings  of 
some  measures  I  have  refrained  from  speaking; 
and,  as  my  actions  have  been  misunderstood, 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  few  re- 
marks. I  also  wish  to  refer  to  the  history  of 
the  Licensing  BUI  in  Committee.  I  exceed- 
ingly deprecate  the  tactics  the  Government  are 
now  following.  Sir,  they  have  instructed  their 
followers  to  leave  the  chamber ;  they  have 
given  deliberate  instructions  to  their  followers 
to  leave  this  chamber — let  the  Treasurer  con- 
tradict it  if  he  can  —  in  order  that  they  shall 
not  hear  the  damaging  arguments  which  we 
have  to  use. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  deny  that. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — Sir,  the  rules  of 
Parliament  compel  me  to  accept  the  statement 
made  by  the  Treasurer,  but  if  it  wore  made 
outside  the  House  I  should  take  a  different 
course.  The  honourable  gentleman's  col- 
leagues, of  two  and  a  half  hours  —  between 
half-past  seven  and  ten  o'clock — have  occu- 
pied two  hours  of  that  time,  and  have  not  the 
courage  to  occupy  their  position  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  to  hear  what  this  side  might 
have  to  say.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Premier  has 
returned  to  his  place,  because,  whatever  may 
be  his  faults,  cowardice  is  not  one  of  them. 
I  am  glad  he  is  in  his  place  to  hear  the  state- 
ments which  we  have  to  make  against  him. 

.QQ  In  reply  to  what  the  Minister  of  Labour 
°  *  has  said,  I  say  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office  just  when  the  Atkinson 
administration  had  brought  this  colony  into  a 
sound  and  secure  financial  position  ;  and  I  as- 
sert that  the  surplus  which  enabled  this  Govern- 
ment to  successfully  carry  on  the  public  works 
of  the  colony  is  already  coming  to  an  end.  And 
now,  with  regard  to  the  taxation  proposals,  the 
Government  are  taking  the  taxation  oS  the 
shoulders  of  those  best  able  to  bear  it  and 
placing  it  on  those  least  able  to  bear  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  talks  about  the  toilers 
of  this  country,  and  about  labour  legislation. 
Sir,  his  and  his  Government's  pernicious  labour 
legislation  has  aotually  kept  from  and  destroyed 
within  this  fine  country  we  very  employment 
that  would  give  work  to  the  workers.  Ttike  his 
Masters  and  Apprentices  Bill,  his  Workmen's 
Wages  Bill,  and  his  Industrial  Conciliation 
Bill :  I  ask,  have  these  been  in  the  interests 
of  labour  ?  I  say  they  have  had  the  effect  of 
pareJysing  the  arm  of  industry,  and  of  prevent- 
ing employment  from  coining  to  the  workers. 
Who  will  start  a  new  industry  now  ?    As  we- 
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have  been  told  already  to-night,  he  gives  them 
another  tract.  He  gives  them  paper  instead 
of  bread:  he  gives  them  Bills.  Then,  there 
is  the  question  of  the  Standing  Orders.  We 
have  only  succeeded  in  amending  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  In  the  direction  of  destroying 
wholesome  debate  in  this  House.  Thoy  have 
encouraged  wretched  speeches,  and  have  de- 
stroyed really  good  speeches.  That  has  been 
the  whole  effect  of  the  new  Standing  Orders, 
and  as  a  result  we  have  had  the  latest  sittings 
and  longest  session  on  record.  I  do  not  thialc 
at  this  late  hoar  of  the  night  I  need  go  into 
these  failures  any  further.  I  simply  say  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  has  been  one 
of  "shunt."  They  have  shunted  the  Licens- 
ing Bill ;  and  the  Charitable  Aid  Bill,  which 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  stated  at  New  Ply- 
mouth was  one  of  the  most  important  things 
that  could  engage  the  attention  of  this  Parlia- 
ment. Then,  there  is  the  question  of  local 
government.  Has  he  brought  forward  that  in 
the  manner  it  should  be  brought  forward  1  I 
say,  Sir,  the  only  thing  they  have  not  shunted 
is  the  double  taxation  this  year  on  the  land- 
holders of  this  country.  It  has  been  said  truly 
that  the  Grovemment  did  not  intend  this  year 
to  pass  the  Licensing  Bill,  and  it  is  largely  the 
question  of  the  Licensing  Bill  that  has  brought 
me  to  my  feet  to-night.  The  question  was  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  of  the  last 
general  election,  and  it  was  due  to  that  being 
imsettled  that  some  of  our  ablest  men  were 
not  returned  to  the  House,  and  were  driven 
from  Parliament.  In  the  Governor's  Speech 
Irom  the  Throne  use  was  made  of  that  mea- 
sure. It  was  said  that  ample  opportunity 
would  be  given  to  the  House  to  consider  this 
measure.  These  are  the  words :  "  You  will  be 
afforded  full  opportunity  of  considering  the 
ll(}uor  question  " — and  upon  this  question  the 
Qovemment  graciously  permitted  their  fol- 
lowers to  vote  according  to  their  consciences  ; 
— and  it  went  on  to  say  that  a  Bill  would  be 
brought  down  to  amend  the  Licensing  Act, 
and  so  on.  Sir,  what  was  the  full  oppor- 
tunity ?  But,  before  going  into  that,  I  woald 
say  that  a  small  amending  Act  was  all  that 
was  required, — the  country  had  discovered  by 
experience  the  flaws  in  the  present  Act, — and 
then  when  the  country  was  in  a  more  tranquil 
state  the  Government  might  have  introduced  a 
consolidation  measure.  What  wa  wanted  was 
a  Bill  with  a  few  clauses  deeJing  with  the  li- 
censing law.  There  was  the  question  of  deleting 
the  half  proportion,  the  half  having  been  used 
to  defeat  the  spirit  of  the  Act.  There  was  the 
question  of  the  fees  going  to  the  Government. 
There  was  also  the  question  of  whether  the 
bare  majority  should  carry  prohibition  in  the 
different  districts ;  and  there  was  the  question 
of  the  railway  refreshment-rooms  and  clubs. 
Kow,  this  Bill,  containing  228  clauses  and  ISO 
-amendments,  which  we  were  supposed  to  have 
an  ample  opportunity  of  discussing,  was  not 
brought  down  until  twelve  weeks  after  the 
■Mssion  commenced,  and  was  not  in  Committee 
until  sixteen  weeks  after  the  session  opened. 
And  then  what  ooourred  ?    It  was  introduced 


at  the  end  of  the  session,  at  the  close  of  a 
weary  week,  at  twenty  minutes  past  one  o'clock 
on  a  Saturday  morning,  in  an  exhausted  House 
— the  majority  of  us  had  been  up  every  night 
that  week  until  daylight;  and  a  whole  night 
was  spent  over  that  Bill,  sitting  until  eleven 
o'clock  on  Saturday  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  no 
greater  farce  and  no  greater  want  of  sincerity 
ever  characterized  a  measure  in  this  House  than 
occurred  on  the  first  opportunity  we  were  given 
of  discussing  that  Bill.  I  will  not  follow  it 
through  beyond  saying  that  another  opportunity 
was  given  when  clauses  11  and  12  were  dealt  with. 
In  connection  with  clause  11,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Collins) 
moved  that  paid  advocates  should  not  be 
eligible  for  a  seat  on  the  Licensing  Committee, 
I  opposed  his  motion,  when  some  one  asked, 
"  Why  should  paid  temperance  advocates  be 
excluded?"  and  there  was  a  discussion  in  con- 
nection with  that,  and  I  wish  to  refer  to  what 
occurred  in  Committee  in  this  connection. 
Now,  with  regard  to  paid  advocates  of  either 
side,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  a  very 
desirable  class  of  men, — perhaps  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Collins)  may  not  agree 
with  that ;  and  whilst  there  are,  no  doubt, 
a  number  of  genuine  men  who  are  paid  to 
advocate  temperance,  the  fact  still  remains  that 
the  existence  of  paid  advocates  depends  upon 
a  state  of  unrest,  not  at  all  times  of  the 
healthiest,  and  they  thus  frequently  menace  the 
country.  The  real  work  of  reform  is  done  by 
those  who  never  receive  any  fees  or  any  gain 
for  their  work ;  and  that  is  the  case  in  the 
district  I  represent.  Not  one  man  in  con- 
nection with  the  movement  there  received  one 
farthing  for  his  labours.  Sir,  in  this  colony 
there  have  been  agitators  in  connection  with 
labour  or  other  movements,  whose  absolute 
existence  has  been  dependent  upon  keeping  up 
a  fever  of  excitement,  inducing  men  to  leave 
situations,  thereby  depriving  families  of  bread, 
and  becoming  a  positive  curse  to  the  commu- 
nity. What  did  the  paid  labour  agitators  wish 
during  that  great  strike  1  They  did  not  wish 
to  see  that  strike  settled,  any  more  than  some 
members  in  the  British  Parliament  wish  to 
see  certain  questions  settled,  or  the  rabbiter 
wants  to  see  the  rabbits  exterminated.  No ;  a 
state  of  unrest  means  their  political  existence. 
There  are  one  or  two  other  questions  I  wish 
to  refer  to,  and  one  is  in  connection  with  the 
action  of  Parliament  in  closing  Bellamy's. 
That,  to  my  mind,  is  merely  a  move  on  the 
part  of  a  number  of  persons  to  obtain  kudos 
for  a  virtue  they  do  not  possess.  It  is  true  that 
a  number  of  temperance  reformers  were  in 
favour  of  it,  because  they  thought  it  was  a  step 
in  the  right  direction;  but  the  fact  remains 
that  the  supporters  of  the  liquor  interest  were 
seen  conspicuous  in  supporting  the  closing  of 
Bellamy's,  and  it  was  because — according  to  the 
man  in  the  street — the  liquor  interest  in  Wel- 
lington wanted  to  see  Bellamy's  closed  in  order 
that  they  might  get  a  share  of  the  trade  of 
Bellamy's.  I  am  now  going  to  point  out  a 
curious  anomaly  between  the  vote  taken  on  the 
closing  of  Bellamy's  for  all  time  and  the  vote 
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that  was  token  a  little  time  afterwards  on  the 
question  that  a  half-holiday  should  he  insisted 
upon  in  connection  with  all  hotels — that  the 
publichouses  in  Wellington,  for  instance,  should 
close  half  a  day  in  the  week.  And  whom  do  we 
find  voting  on  that  ?  Why,  the  first  man  on  the 
list  who  voted  not  to  close  publichouses  for  one 
half-day  in  the  week  was  the  man  who  moved 
to  close  Bellamy's  —  Major  Harris.  Then 
we  have  Mr.  B.  McEenzie,  Mr.  McLachlan, 
and  several  others  who  voted  for  the  closing  of 
Bellamy's,  and  yet  voted  against  the  closing  of 
publichouses  for  half  a  day  in  the  week.  Now, 
in  connection  with  the  temperance  movement 
there  is  only  one  logical  position  that  can  be 
taken  up  if  we  are  going  by  majority  rule.  If 
that  is  to  be  accepted  in  the  country,  then  yon 
should  pass  a  national  prohibition  Act,  and  not 
have  sectional  prohibition  only.  It  seems  to 
me  a  most  peculiar  thing  that  you  should  pro- 
hibit some  little  place  at  one  end  of  New  Zea- 
land from  selling  liquor  while  you  legalise  the 
introduction  of  liquor  into  the  country.  That  is 
an  anomaly  which  requires  some  explanation. 
Now,  that  brings  me  to  another  point,  in  refer- 
ence to  my  own  district.  I  represent  a  pro- 
hibition district. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Oh  I  do  yon  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Yes;  but  you  could 
not  exist  there,  because  there  is  no  whiskey  to 
be  legally  had.  But,  in  spite  of  whiskey  being 
barred  there,  would  you  believe  it,  whiskey  is 
being  sold  in  Clutha  now  I  The  effect  is  that 
we  are  making  law-breakers,  and  I  say  that  has 
a  demoralising  influence  on  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  it  is  time  that  the  people,  if  they 
are  logical  at  all,  and  if  majority-rule  is  to 
be  accepted,  should  go  in  for  absolute  State 
prohibition  if  they  are  to  have  prohibition  at 
all.  Now,  I  have  discovered  that  there  are  a 
number  of  temperance  advocates  of  a  class 
who,  I  believe,  only  wish  to  make  a  living  by  the 
movement  —  some  of  them,  we  know,  change 
sides  as  things  suit  — and  when  I  come  to 
approach  them  on  this  question  and  ask  them 
if  they  are  prepared  to  have  prohibition  on 
that  logical  basis  they  are  not  prepared  to 
do  so.  We  bad  this  session  an  opportunity 
given  to  every  member  to  give  his  opinion  upon 
whether  it  was  right  or  not  to  have  State 
prohibition ;  and  how  did  that  vote  go  ?  Only 
twelve  members  in  this  House  voted  that  spirits 
should  not  be  manufactured  in  New  Zealand 
or  imported  into  New  Zealand.  It  was  a  Bill 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont.  This  Bill  provides  for  State  prohibi- 
tion. There  are  only  three  clauses—"  Short 
Title,"  "Prohibition,"  and  "Penalty."  Now, 
of  the  members  of  the  House  who  voted  on  that 
Bill  we  have  a  most  peculiar  mixture.  We 
find,  first  of  all,  among  the  twelve  men  who 
voted  that  it  should  become  law,  some  of  the 
most  genuine  reformers,  but  we  find  a  number 
of  the  temperance  people  uniting  with  the  pub- 
lican party  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  that 
Bill.  We  find  Mr.  Hall-Jones  and  Mr.  Roderick 
McEenzie  voting  on  the  same  side.  We  find 
Sir  Bobert  Stout  voting  with  Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Earnshaw  with  Mr.  Beeves,  ^.  Collins 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


with  Mr.  6.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Pirani  with  Mr. 
Lawry ;  and  several  other  honouiable  mem- 
bers who  hold  different  views  voted  on  the 
same  side.  I  do  not.  Sir,  wish  to  be  unjust  to 
some  of  those  honourable  gentlemen.  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  they  maintained  that 
this  Bill  did  not  contain  the  principle  of 
referring  the  question  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand,  and  for  that  reason  they  opposed  it. 
But  that  was  a  mere  question  of  machineiy, 
for  I  consulted  with  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Egmont,  and  he  told  me  he 
was  perfectly  prepared  in  Committee  to  ac- 
cept any  amendment  that  would  bring  the 
principle  of  referring  the  matter  to  the  people 
into  effect.  My  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Franklin,  when  he  wanted  to  deprive  \u 
unfortunates  who  happen  to  dine  at  Bellamy's 
of  an  occasional  glass  of  wine,  was  not  con- 
sistent, for  when  he  had  a  chance  of  prae- 
tising  a  little  self-denial  by  keeping  liquor  out 
of  the  colony  altogether  he  would  not  h&vs 
that  on  any  consideration.  That  really  looked 
too  much  like  stopping  the  grog-supply.  What 
I  wish  to  do.  Sir,  is  to  expose  cant  and  hum- 
bug, and  to  show  the  electors  of  the  colony 
somie  of  the  types  they  have  returned.  Men 
have  been  elected  to  this  House  on  the  tem- 
perance ticket  whose  qualifications  would  not 
secure  them  election  for  the  smallest  Muni- 
cipal Council  in  New  Zealand — men  who  care 
no  more  for  genuine  temperance  reform  than 
my  big  toe  does ;  but  they  cunningly  saw  in 
this  movement  an  opportunity  of  gaining  a 
seat,  and  seized  it ;  and  they  have  token  the 
places  of  men — high-minded  men — who  coaid 
not  conscientiously  bow  the  knee  to  every  de- 
mand that  was  mode,  and  this  Parliament  hss 
in  consequence  been  deprived  of  some  of  the 
best  men  that  ever  sat  in  any  Legislature  in  the 
world.  And  we  can  ill  spare  these  men.  There- 
fore we  say  that  the  Government  ought  to 
have  brought  this  matter  in  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session,  and  to  have  had  it  settled,  in 
order  that  we  may  not  have  large  questions  of 
State  determined  not  on  their  merits,  but  on 
the  influence  they  may  have  on  some  licensing 
election.  We  want  to  see  this  question  settled, 
we  want  to  see  parties  settled  in  this  House, 
and  until  that  is  done  there  will  be  serioai 
difficulties  arising  through  the  maladminiscta- 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  this  colony.  I  met  some 
time  ago  with  a  person  who  takes  a  promi- 
nent interest  in  these  matters.  He  said,  "I 
helped  to  put  So-and-so  in  the  House,  as  be  is 
sound  on  the  temperance  question."  I  asked, 
"  Are  you  satisfied  with  him  ?  "  He  replied, 
"No,  I  am  not,  exactly;  because  he  i^  too 
mucb  like  clay  in  the  hand  of  the  potter; 
the  all-powerful  and  overwhelming  Premier 
can  do  what  he  likes  with  him."  And  men 
is  a  great  amount  of  truth  in  that,  because, 
if  it  is  not  true,  would  certain  memben 
representing  the  country  electorates  in  this 
House  have  voted  as  they  did  upon  the  land- 
and  income-tax  amendments  which  I  moved  a 
few  nights  ago?  If  they  had  the  capacity  to 
grasp  the  far-reaching  influence  of  these  ques- 
tions, would  they  have  voted  as  they  did  vote  t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1894.]  Appropriation  Bill.         [HOUSE.]  Appropriation  Bill.  1127 


I  do  not  think  so;  and  therefore  I  take  the 
charitable  view  that  they  were  incapable  of 
understanding  the  questions,  and,  in  their 
bliudnesa,  voted  against  those  measures  which 
were  in  the  interests  o{  farmers.  Fancy  mem- 
bers representing  farming  constituencies  voting 
ai;aiDst  partners  in  a  farm  having  a  right  to  in- 
dividualise their  interests,  to  secure  their  own 
exemption  I  Suppose  two  men  took  up  a  rough 
bush-farm  together.  Let  them  pay  £2  10s.  an 
acre,  making  a  total  of  £2,500.  Those  mem- 
bers voted  the  other  day  that  these  two  men 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  divide  their  interests 
for  the  purpose  of  each  securing  his  own  ex- 
emption, such  as  he  would  be  entitled  to  if  be 
had  taken  up  500  acres ;  voting  that  there  could 
be  only  one  exemption  in  any  circumstances, 
and  as  applied  to  valuation  in  this  case  there 
would  be  no  exemption  at  all.  But  these  same 
members  were  prepared  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  out  taxation  to  permit  persons 
to  put  their  money  into  any  other  business  and 
divide  their  interest,  and  claim  exemption  to 
the  extent  of  £300  of  income  each  before  pay- 
ing any  taxation  at  all.  Imagine  farmers' 
representatives  saying  that  money  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  a  farm  should  not  bo 
exempt  from  taxation;  that  a  person  improv- 
ing his  farm  with  borrowed  money  should  not 
be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  a  person  taking 
money  from  his  own  pocket  for  improvements  1 
My  motion  aimed  at  placing  them  both  on  the 
same  footing,  free.  Fancy  a  man  representing 
agricultural  interests  and  voting  against  my 
motion,  which  provided  that  two  years'  land- 
tax  should  not  be  collected  on  one  year  I  Con- 
template farmers'  representatives  opposing  my 
motion  to  prevent  yearly  assessments  being  re- 
quired from  farmers,  and  many  other  questions 
to  which  time  will  not  permit  me  to  refer. 
The  fact  is,  the  majority  of  these  men  were 
returned  solely  on  one  question ;  and  when 
great  questions  affecting  the  future  interests  of 
the  colony  are  to  be  considered  we  find  them 
incapable  of  dealing  with  them.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  delay  the  House  much  further,  beyond 
saying  that  I  look  with  tlie  very  gravest  appre- 
hension at  some  of  the  financial  Bills  intro- 
duced by  the  Treasurer,  and,  feeling  that,  I 
realise  how  much  we  now  require  the  aid  in 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand's  ablest  men.  I 
regret  very  much  that  we  have  gone  in  for  this 
guarantee  of  two  millions  to  the  bank.  I 
opposed  it  at  the  time.  We  had  no  right  to 
pass  that  measure  with  the  meagre  informa- 
tion that  we  had  to  hand.  I  entirely  disap- 
prove of  the  Consols  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  such  modifications  have  been  carried  in 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  as  to  insure  a 
degree  of  safety.  There  was  not  that  degree  of 
safety  in  the  Bill  as  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment. To  me  it  is  simply  preposterous  to 
say  that  a  measure  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
small  people  of  New  Zealand  when  it  permitted 
money  to  oe  advanced  on  property  of  the  value 
of  £10,000 — that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of 
£5,000  on  town  property.  There  is  just  one 
thing  I  should  like  to  say  in  connection  with 
the   Pomahaka   purchase :   I   would  ask  the 


Minister  of  Lands  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  charges  made  in  connection  with  fixing 
the  price  of  sections  in  that  property.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  goes 
into  the  matter  carefully  he  will  find  that  too 
high  a  rate  has  been  fixed  upon  the  sections. 
When  the  matter  was  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  the  Chief  Surveyor  failed  to  show 
why  he  required  to  charge  £3  7s.  6d.  as  an 
average  basis  for  rental  all  over  the  land.  At 
any  rate,  I  hope  the  Minister  will  look  into  the 
matter,  and  adjust  it  equitably.  As  my  time 
is  about  up,  and  in  consideration  for  the  feel- 
ings of  Ministers,  I  will  not  touch  further  on 
the  weakness  of  their  policy. 

Mr.  FIRANI.— I  want  to  spend  a  couple  of 
minutes,  before  the  Treasurer  replies,  with  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Clutha.  Hs 
asked  the  reason  why  several  of  us  opposed  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont's  Prohibition 
Bill  and  yet  supported  the  proposal  in  the 
Licensing  BUI  to  give  the  people  power  to  have 
prohibition.  The  distinction  is  this:  I,  in 
common  with  other  honourable  members,  ob- 
ject to  prohibition  by  legislation,  but  I  am  in 
favour  of  prohibition  by  local  option. 

Mr.  WARD.  — I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  long.  I  want  to  say 
one  or  two  words  to  the  last  speaker.  He 
touched  on  two  or  three  points,  and  he  wanted 
to  know  how  farming  representatives  could 
come  and  support  measures  that  were  not 
favourable  to  farmers.  What  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  do  in  connection  with  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Bill?  Being  a  farmers' 
representative,  while  he  twits  the  supporters 
of  the  Government  with  supporting  measures 
not  favourable  to  farmers,  what  did  he  do? 
When  it  comes  to  a  measure  which,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  the  majority  of  farmers  regard  at 
being  of  great  consequence  to  their  industry, 
with  all  bis  talk  about  humbug  and  cant,  he 
votes  against  it  like  a  man.  When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  talks  about  exposing  humbug 
and  cant,  I  call  it  trying  to  expose  humbug — 
and  can't.  Speaking  generally  on  the  debate 
that  has  taken  place  on  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
I  wish  to  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who,  I  presume,  was  intended  to 
give  voice  to  the  general  opinions  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  voice  of  the  Opposition  so  far 
as  the  policy  measures  of  the  Government  axe 
concerned.  What  did  be  do  ?  He  vatAe  not 
one  attack  on  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  is  any  need  to  reply  to  in  the 
slightest  degree.  And  it  was  the  same  with  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City.  All  he 
said  was  that  by  reading  and  carrying  on  pub- 
lic works  we  were  burdening  the  country  with 
debt.  That  is  a  sort  of  generalisation  in 
reg6U-d  to  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that 
we  could  not  carry  on  necessary  works  in  the 
country  unless  we  hod  the  necessary  funds  to 
do  it.  The  three  points  in  the  speech  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  were  these :  After  a 
session  of  four  months,  aided  by  his  intelligent 
supporters  on  that  side,  what  were  the  three 
points  he  took  exception  to  in  the  Government 
policy?     One  of  his  serious  complaints  was 
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that  the  corrected  Order  Paper  usually  arrived 
in  the  House  late.  Another  was  that  the 
Pomahaka  purchase  was  at  too  high  a  value. 
Without  going  into  the  whole  question  of  the 
investigation,  evidence  is  on  record  that  the 
majority  o{  witnesses  upheld  what  was  done 
by  the  Mini.ster  and  by  the  department,  and 
even  his  foes  acquit  him  absolutely  o(  having 
done  anything  improper.  The  other  charge 
which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  on  behalf 
of  the  Opposition,  levels  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  on  the  score  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms.  I  think  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  those  supporting  him  ought  to 
be  a  little  more  generous  in  matters  of  this 
sorb  in  connection  with  a  gentleman  who  has 
held  a  public  position  for  many  years,  and 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  House.  It 
does  not  redound  to  their  credit ;  and  I  think 
every  fair-minded  person  outside  will  agree 
with  me  that  if  they  took  such  exception  to 
him  as  Serjeant-at-Arms  for  political  purposes 
they  ought  to  have  taken  the  same  exception 
when  he  was  on  the  same  level  with  them- 
selves as  a  member  of  the  House.  Those  same 
honourable  members  know  that  they  associated 
with  him,  and  regarded  him  as  being  their 
equal  in  the  House;  and  yet,  when  he  is 
unable  to  answer,  they  take  this  attitude — and 
with  what  purpose  7  For  the  mere  purpose  of 
party  tactics,  and  in  the  endeavour  to  got  at  the 
Government,  they  drag  a  man's  name  through 
the  mud  quite  regardless  of  any  injury  they 
may  do  him.  I  say  it  is  not  fairplay.  And  if 
this  appointment  is  one  of  the  misdeeds  that 
honourable  members  have  to  charge  against 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  such  tactics  are  not  creditable.  Now, 
Sir,  there  is  one  other  point  I  want  to  refer 
to  which  was  mentioned  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  to  which  he  attached  a  great 
deal  of  importance,  showing  to  what  straits 
they  are  driven  in  order  to  find  some  charge 
to  make  against  the  Government.  I  want  to 
refer  to  the  charge  of  having  collected  two 
taxes  in  one  year.  The  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  said.  Are  the  representatives  of 
farmers  coming  here  to  vote  for  the  collection 
of  two  taxes  in  one  year?  Are  they  the  farm- 
ers' friends  ?  Does  he  know  the  history  of 
the  property-tax  collection?  I  will  just  tell 
him ;  and  I  will  ask  him  how  he  came  to 
support  a  Ministry  which  not  once,  but  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  collected  the  pro- 
perty-tax twice  in  one  year.  In  1881-82  the 
tax  was  collected  on  a  date  less  than  twelve 
months  after  the  1880-81  collection ;  in 
1882-83  it  was  collected  on  a  date  less  than 
twelve  months  after  the  1881-82  collection ; 
in  1883-84  it  was  collected  on  a  date  less  than 
twelve  months  after  the  1882-83  collection ;  in 
1885-8G  it  was  collected  on  a  date  less  than 
twelve  months  after  the  1834-85  collection; 
and  in  1888-89  it  was  collected  on  a  date  less 
than  twelve  months  after  the  1887-88  collec- 
tion. And  yet  we  have  the  honourable  member 
forplutha  giving  a  prohibition  speech  in  which 
be  mixes  Sir  Kobert  Stout  and  Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Pirani  and  Mr.  Lawry — whiskey  and  water 
Mr.  Ward 


are  said  to  always  mix  well,  as  the  hononrable 
gentleman  ought  to  know — and  appealing  to 
the  farmers,  trying  to  put  himself  right  for 
having  done  some  very  unfair  things  to  the 
farmers  in  this  country.  I  ask  him,  how  can 
they  get  over  these  facts  ? 

Mr.  BELL.— They  are  not  facts. 

10  30  ^^^'  ^^^^- — I  s*y  t^'^V  <"*  facia. 
'  I  say  I  have  in  my  hand  an  official 
record  of  the  facts,  I  think  the  honourable 
member  will  agree  that  such  a  record  would 
not  be  given  to  me  unless  it  contained  facts. 
We  must  keep  the  machinery  oiled;  if  at 
times  the  machinery  runs  dry,  it  must  have  a 
further  supply  of  oil.  I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
deplorable  fact  that  honourable  members  oa 
that  side  of  the  House  regret  the  facts  which  I 
have  stated.  They  have  for  }-ears  past  been 
trying  to  raise  a  financial  critic,  but  they  have 
not  even  succeeded  in  raising  a  junior  in  the 
financial  world.  Then,  again,  as  to  all  this 
talk  about  the  land-tax  being  collected  twice  in 
one  year,  do  honourable  members  know  thitt 
we  have  only  received  two  complaints  from 
farmers  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other  against  the  tax  being  collected?  And 
yet  daring  the  recess  we  shall  find  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha  and  others  going  before 
their  constituents  with  such  statements  as  we 
have  heard  him  deliver  to-night,  I  never  be- 
fore saw  the  honourable  gentleman  looking  as 
he  looks  to-night.  The  hononrable  member  is 
always  jaunty  and  happy,  but  to-night  he  has 
excelled  himself.  I  suppose  the  speech  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  to  be  accepted  m 
the  typical  speech  criticizing  the  actions  and 
policy  of  the  Government  during  the  session. 
But  what  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  that 
speech  ?  There  were  only  four  points  in  regard 
to  which  exception  was  taken  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  Those  honourable  members 
were  anxious  to  let  the  civilised  world  know 
that  the  country  would  gallop  to  a  deficit 
when  the  present  Government  came  into  office : 
hut  we  have  never  got  there.  Seeing  how  all 
their  predictions  have  been  falsified,  they  take 
care  now  when  prophesying  toguard  themselves 
with  certain  conditions.  I  think  the  country 
has  had  enough  of  this  everlasting  preaching 
that  the  country  is  going  to  the  dogs.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  for  instance, 
told  us  the  old  story,  that  everything  is  going 
wrong.  But  the  honourable  member  knows 
perfectly  well  that  there  is  elasticity  in  the 
revenue  of  this  country — that  it  rises  and  falls 
from  time  to  time.  The  honourable  member, 
who  was  going  out,  has  now  returned  to  the 
Opposition  benches  emd  has  taken  the  seat  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  never  felt  so 
happy  in  this  House  before.  It  is  a  treat  to 
see  the  honourable  member  in  that  seat.  How 
admirably  he  fills  it  I  I  thought  he  was  aim- 
ing at  something  this  session,  and  now  we  see 
what  it  is.  On  the  last  day  of  the  session  we 
see  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  got 
into  the  seat  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
I  congratulate  him.  Next  session,  if  he  can 
only  get  a  few  of  our  friends  to  go  with  him 
he  may  be  more  successful. 
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Hon.  Membbbs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  WABD.  —  I  was  trying  to  m-j  the 
honourable  member  a  compliment.  What  I 
should  perhaps  say  is,  I  hope  he  may  be  less 
Bucoessful ;  and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal. 
At  last  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  come 
back.  He  cannot  permit  his  rival  to  jnmp  his 
hardly-won  claim.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  has  become  convinced  that  the 
utterances  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  have 
got  80  much  off  the  track,  so  far  as  the  Opposi- 
tion is  concerned,  that  he  has  taken  his  place  ; 
but  the  honourable  member  has  not  occupied 
that  place  five  minutes  before  a  messenger  or 
some  one  has  gone  out  in  search  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  who  has  returned  and  found 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  has 
jumped  into  his  shoes.  Well,  Sir,  I  can  only 
say  that  I  do  not  think  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the 
critics  of  the  Government  this  evening.  We 
have  not  had  any  arguments  adduced  upon 
the  facts  —  or,  rather,  we  have  not  had  facts 
adduced  in  support  of  the  arguments  or  criti- 
cisms of  my  honourable  friends  opposite — for 
their  criticisms  on  the  whole  were  altogether 
favonrable ;  and  I  think  I  have  said  nothing 
ofiensive  in  the  few  remarks  I  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  make.  I  hope  that  during  the 
lecess  we  shall  be  able  to  remove  some  ot  the 
prejudice  of  honourable  members  opposite  ;  but 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  we  have  been  engaged 
in  advocating  a  progressive  policy,  but  the 
people  of  this  colony  know  that  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  have  done  their  best 
to  detract  from  the  efforts  of  the  Qovemment, 
and  no  doubt  they  will  continue  to  do  so.  Our 
business  during  the  recess  will  be  to  enlighten 
the  people,  and,  if  necessary,  to  keep  them  in 
the  right  track  so  far  as  our  proposals  are 
concerned,  in  order  that  the  Qovemment  sup- 
porters in  different  ports  of  the  colony  may 
not  be  misled  by  misrepresentation ;  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that 
it  will  not  be  idle,  if  action  is  required  in  that 
respect.  As  for  depending  in  the  ordinary  way 
upon  a  large  section  of  the  Press  of  this  colony, 
I  say  that,  so  far  as  the  present  Government  are 
concerned,  we  are  not  at  all  likely  to  do  that. 
We  know  exactly  where  our  support  comes 
from,  and  it  does  not  come  from  the  honourable 
members  opposite,  but  from  the  people.  In 
conclusion,  I  can  only  say,  speaking  for  myself 
— and  I  dare  say  I  am  uttering  the  sentiments  of 
my  colleagues — that  we  are  all  exceedingly  de- 
lighted to  see  the  last  of  you  honourable  gentle- 
men, and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  you  will  also 
be  exceedingly  glad  to  see  the  last  of  us.  I 
can  only  hope  that,  when  we  meet  again,  the 
whole  of  us  will  come  back  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  and  in  as  good  a  humour  as  we  part  on 
the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the  session.  I 
move  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

HOROWHENUA  BLOCK  BILL. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Ijegislative 
Connoil,  transmitting  this  Bill,  with  amend- 


ments, and  requesting  the  oonouirence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  same. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  notwithstanding 
the  agreement  which  had  been  come  to,  the 
Council  had  inserted  a  provision  which  the 
Government  coald  not  accept,  and  he  therefore 
moved,  That  the  amendments  be  considered 
this  day  three  months. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  amendments  ordered 
to  be  considered  this  day  three  months. 

The  House  a.djoumed  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  twelve  o'clock. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  Hth,  October,  1894. 

Adjoomment. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon. 

Pbayebs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, the  Council  adjourned  at  three  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  24th  October,  1894. 

Appropriation  Bills— Business  of  the  Session— South 
Bes  Islands — Adjoomment. 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon. 
Pbayebs. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that  he  had 
waited  upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
presented  to  him  the  Appropriation  Bill  and 
the  Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill,  to  which 
His  Excellency,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  had 
been  pleased  to  assent. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  SESSION, 
Mr.  Spbakbb  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
schedule  of  the  business  transacted  during  the 
session : — 

1.  SeiiEct  Comhittses — 

On  pnblic  matters       

On  private  Bills  

2.  Public  BniLs— 

Beoeived  tbe  Boyal  assent 

Reserved  for  tbe  Blgniflcation  ot 

Her  Majesty's  pleasure     

Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 

3.  Pbtvate  Bills— 

Becaived  the  Boyol  assent 
Cropped    

4.  PSTITIOKS  PBESBNTBD — 

From  Europeans 

From  Maoris       106 


.  DtVISIOMB— 

In  the  whole  House 
In  Committee    ... 
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69711.  em. 
8b.  38m. 


6.  SiTTDjas— 

Days  of  meeting 81 

Houm  of  sitting — 

Before  midnight    678h.  65m. 

After  midnight       118h.  13m. 

Daily  average 

7.  Votes  and  Pbocekdimob— 

Questions  asked  of  Ministers        ...        852 

Entries  In  Journals     l.SSO 

8,372 

Daily  average     29 

a  Ohdbbs  fob  Papebb     7B 

9.  PAPEB8  LAID  UPON  THS  T1BI.E— 

By  command      fil 

In  return  to  orders      76 

In  retom  to  addressee          0 

By  message         1 

ByAot        89 

By  leave     •  i3 

Papers  ordered  to  be  printed         ...  174 

Papers  not  ordered  to  be  printed ...  85 

aga 

10.  Bbpobts  pbom  Select  CoiofTrnBES— 
From  the  Publio  Petitions  A  to  Ij 

Committee      IDS 

From  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z 

Committee       263 

From  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  76 

From  the  Waste  Lands  Committee        ISO 
l^om   the  Ooldflolds  and  Mines 

Committee      28 

From  the  Local  Bills  Committee...  84 

From  other  Committees      110 


SOUTH  SEA  ISLANDS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  desiiea,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  to  lay  upon  the  table  a  paper  relating 
to  Samoa  and  the  Facifio  Islands.  It  had  been 
compiled  by  Mr.  Coleman  Phillips.  He  would 
move,  That  the  paper  lie  upon  the  table  and  be 
printed.  Accompanying  the  paper  was  a  well- 
ezecated  map  which  bad  been  prepared  by  the 
Lands  Department.  The  map  showed  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Pacific  Islands,  and  particu- 
larly those  islands  which  wore  adjacent  to  New 
Zealand,  and  the  paper  gave  a  history  pretty 
well  of  each  of  these  islands.  It  was  a  very 
interesting  paper,  and  one  which  he  thought 
honourable  members  should  make  themselves 
acquainted  with.  It  was  only  doing  justice 
to  New  Zealand  to  know  who  were  our  neigh- 
bours and  what  in  the  future  should  be  our 
policy  in  respect  to  them.  He  thought  the 
paper  would  be  a  very  good  paper  to  have  in 
every  school  throughout  the  colony,  so  that  out 
children  might  be  taught  the  history  of  the 
islands  adjacent  to  New  Zealand — so  that  they 
might  know  who  were  our  neighbours,  who  pos- 
sessed these  islands,  and  might  know  some- 
thing more  about  them  than  they  did  at  the 
present  time.  He  proposed  to  get  an  extra 
number  of  copies  of  the  paper  printed  off.  The 
Minister  of  Education  concurred  with  him 
in  thinking  that  copies  of  the  paper  might  be 
sent  to  every  school  in  Now  Zealand,  and  to 
the  Education  Boards.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Education  Boards  would  fall  in  with  the 
views  which  he  had  just  expressed.  Bat  little 
was  known  regarding  the  islands  by  many  per- 
sons, and  as  regarded  their  important  bearing 
on  the  future  of  New  Zealand.  Some  years  ago 
a  valuable  paper  on  this  subject  was  prepared, 
&nd  it  was  ignored.   For  his  part,  he  cared  not 


from  what  source  they  got  valaable  informatian 
or  what  "colour"  the  party  might  be  who  gave 
it,  when  he  believed  that  information  to  be  of 
benefit  to  the  colony  he  thought  they  were  only 
doing  what  was  just  and  right  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  that  knowledge.  Whilst,  of  course, 
not  agreeing  with  many  of  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  the  paper,  still  he  looked  npon  the 
paper  as  a  most  valuable  docnment.  and  he  had 
very  great  pleasure  in  laying  it  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  and  by  that  means  giving  the  colony 
the  benefit  of  the  information. 

Mr.  GREEN  asked  if  the  paper  had  been 
supervised  by  the  Education  Department.  He 
quite  agreed  with,  the  Premier  that  it  was  a 
very  important  docnment. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that,  if  the  hononzable 
member  meant  that  before  having  it  sent  all 
round  to  the  schools  he  should  go  through  it 
and  see  that  in  its  present  form  it  was  suit- 
able, he  agreed  with  that.  He  agieed  with 
what  the  Premier  had  said. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  take  that  opportnnity 
of  asking  the  Premier  whether,  during  the 
recess,  the  Government  proposed  to  do  any- 
thing more  with  regard  to  the  acqnisitirai  of 
Samoa. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  would  like  to  ask  tiie 
Premier  if  he  would  take  into  oonsideratioo 
the  advisability  of  preparing  the  local-gorem- 
ment  measures  which  he  intended  to  cany 
through  next  session,  and  distribute  copies  A 
the  measures  among  tho  local  bodies  previont 
to  the  meeting  of  next  session  of  Parliament. 
He  thought  it  was  well  that  measures  of  that 
kind  should  be  prepared  early  in  the  recess  and 
sent  round  to  the  local  bodies. 

Mr.  WARD  would  be  glad,  when  the  Pre- 
mier replied,  if  he  would  indicate  to  the  House 
whether  it  was  not  desirable  that  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  during  the  recess  of 
visiting  Samoa  in  the  "  Hinemoa."  It  would 
be  advantageous  to  New  Zealand  if  such  were 
done,  similarly  to  the  visits  that  were  m^e 
by  this  steamer  to  other  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
as  much  interest  had  arisen  in  connection 
therewith,  while  really  little  or  nothing  was 
known  of  that  group.  Honourable  members 
would,  he  thought,  do  well  to  make  themselves 
more  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  those 
islands.  Although  he  would  not  be  able  to  go 
himself,  he  would  like  to  see  responsible  people 
from  this  country  visit  Samoa. 

Mr.  TANNER  heartily  approved  of  the  sug- 
gestion which  had  just  been  made,  for  New 
Zealand  could  not  afford  to  be  totally  indif- 
ferent to  the  fate  of  Samoa,  any  more  than  she 
could  have  viewed  with  equanimity  a  differ- 
ent destiny  for  Fiji  or  Barotonga.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  this  colony  would  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  future  in  the  affairs  of  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific.  Sooner  or  later  these 
islands  would  be  greatly  influenced  by  what 
took  place  in  New  Zetland,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  had  gained 
a  footing  in  these  islands,  would  become  the 
dominant  race  in  the  Pacific.  He  approved  of 
Ministers  oariying  on  negotiations  with  the 
view  of  extending  our  influence  in  these  island* 
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without  iDcairing  undae  responsibilities,  and 
always  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
In  that  way  we  might  ultimately,  by  the  peace- 
ful conquest  of  commerce,  and  common  inter- 
ests, be  able  to  establish  a  chain  of  posts  which 
would  put  UB  in  communication  with  the  people 
of  our  own  blood  on  the  American  continent, 
and  so  in  course  of  time  English-speaking  people 
would  engirdle  the  earth. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  hoped  the  question  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  ilarsden  would  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  Government.  The 
Premier  had  during  the  session  intimated  that 
he  would  deal  with  the  question  of  local  go- 
vernment next  session,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
deal  with  it  in  an  adequate  manner.  The 
question  of  hospital  and  charitable  aid  espe- 
cially required  attention,  and  the  working  of 
the  County  Councils  and  Boad  Boards  required 
simplification.  He  thought  that  before  the 
House  met  next  session  the  proposed  Bills 
dealing  with  the  question  of  local  government 
should  be  in  the  heuids  of  local  bodies,  so  afford- 
ing opportunity  to  those  engaged  in  the  work 
for  the  expression  of  their  experience.  This 
was  desirable  in  the  interests  of  good  local 
government. 

t-  Mr.  STEVENS  quite  agreed  with  the  idea 
that  they  should  place  themselves  in  close  touch 
with  the  whole  of  the  Pacific  Islands,  and  not 
stand  aloof  from  other  Powers  and  other 
countries;  because  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  they  must  have  universal  federation, 
especially  in  commercial  matters.  He  hoped 
the  Government  of  this  colony  would  not  step 
so  far  over  the  mark  as  to  be  carried  away  by 
mere  sentiment,  or  to  forget  that  true  practica- 
bility which  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
this  country.  It  had  been  a  fact,  and  would 
always  remain  a  fact,  that  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  were  spent  for  mere  senti- 
mental purposes;  and,  whatever  the  Govern- 
ment might  do  in  the  future  in  connection 
with  the  annexation  of  Samoa  and  any  of  the 
Pacific  Islands,  he  hoped  they  would  look  at 
the  practical  sido  of  the  matter  before  taking 
any  stops  whatever  towards  annexation,  so 
that  no  increase  of  taxation  should  be  placed 
on  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  for  mere  senti- 
ment. He  believed  he  had  given  his  heartiest 
support  to  the  Government  during  this  session, 
and  be  hoped  they  would  not  forget  the  sug- 
gestion he  had  expressed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  thought  that  the  dying  hours 
of  the  session  was  a  very  inopportune  time  to 
deal  with  this  large  question,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  adjourn  the  discussion  of  it 
until  next  session.  He  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
parage by  any  means  the  idea  of  New  Zealand 
becoming  acquainted  with  its  surroundings, 
because  that  was  a  very  important  matter; 
only  he  did  think  this  was  an  inopportune  time 
to  bring  it  up.  He  had  in  his  mind  a  great 
prospect  for  New  Zealand  and  its  surround- 
ings, and,  keeping  that  in  view,  he  thought  the 
Government  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  islands 
adjacent  to  New  Zealand.  With  regard  to 
local  matters,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
question  of  hospital  and  charitable  aid  should 


receive  the  attention  of  the  Government  early 
next  session,  and  there  was  no  better  way  of 
doing  that  effectually  than  by  distributing  their 
proposals  at  an  early  date,  so  that  the  local 
bodies  might  have  time  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  HOGG  had  no  wish  to  say  one  word 
against  the  proposed  trip  to  Samoa,  as  picnics 
of  that  kind  were  generally  very  desirable ;  but 
he  hoped  that,  in  the  event  of  the  "  Hinemoa  " 
being  despatched  to  Samoa  with  members  of 
the  Government  or  members  of  Parliament,  too 
much  importance  would  not  be  attached  to  the 
circumstance.  He  thought  the  Government 
should  remember  that  a  vast  amount  of  re- 
sponsibility was  attached  to  any  effort  in  that 
particular  direction.  As  they  all  knew,  Samoa 
was  under  a  joint  protectorate,  and  they 
should  avoid  doing  anything  to  create  anything 
like  international  jealousy.  While  we  were 
an  arm  of  the  British  Empire  it  was  not  out 
duty  to  do  anything  that  might  bring  Great 
Britain  into  conflict  with  foreign  Powers.  We 
had  a  fine  colony  of  our  own,  and  had  our  own 
work  to  carry  on  in  connection  with  it,  without 
bringing  upon  ourselves  an  undue  responsibility, 
which  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  handle  in 
the  future.  With  regard  to  the  suggestion  to 
send  copies  of  Bills,  et  cetera,  to  local  bodies 
for  their  consideration,  he  thought  that  that 
would  be  a  very  desirable  course.  He  under- 
stood it  was  intended  during  next  session  to 
bring  forward  some  amendment  to  the  present  - 
system  of  local  government  in  New  Zealand, 
and  he  thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  something  of  that  kind  should  be  done ; 
but  the  local  bodies  in  New  Zealand  should  be 
consulted  in  advance. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  hoped  the  question  of  local 
government  would  be  borne  in  mind.  It  was 
a  question  of  far  more  importance  to  the  people 
than  the  annexation  of  Samoa.  The  talk 
about  the  annexation  of  Samoa  reminded  him 
of  those  well-meaning  people  who  gave  money 
to  send  missionaries  to  savages  while  there  was 
more  important  work  to  do  at  Home.  The 
people  in  the  colony  were  far  more  concerned 
about  local  affairs  than  about  the  annexation 
of  Samoa.  He  fully  indorsed  all  that  bad  been- 
said  about  spreading  our  influence  in  the 
Pacific  Islands,  but  it  was  a  thing  that  should 
not  be  forced.  The  Anglo-Saxon  race  would 
take 'its  place  without  artificial  forcing.  The 
intention  of  acquainting  our  young  people 
with  the  history  and  geographical  position  of 
the  islands  might  be  all  very  well,  but  very 
few  of  them  knew  anything  about  the  history 
of  their  own  colony.  There  was  a  good  deal 
of  sentiment  about  the  matter,  but  he  hoped 
they  would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  in- 
duced through  sentiment  to  spend  money  for 
useless  purposes. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said,  with  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  measures  should  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  bodies,  he  would  suggest 
that  the  Government  should  look  carefully 
over  their  measures,  so  that  they  might  not  h& 
brought  forward  only  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  he  made  his  first  speech- 
in  the  House  in  1887,  and  it  was  a  singu^ 
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lar  coincidence  that  at  that  time  he  advocated 
the  very  principle  the  Premier  said  he  was 
going  to  inculcate  next  session  in  regard  to 
local  government.  The  suggestion  that  the 
measures  should  be  circulated  beforehand  was 
the  best  he  had  ever  heskrd  made  during  the 
session.  The  sooner  they  brought  in  a  compre- 
hensive measure  dealing  with  local  government 
the  Boonor  they  would  raise  the  House  fromf 
the  status  of  a  board  of  works,  and  have  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  This  was  the  last 
time  he  would  address  the  House  as  Govern- 
ment Whip,  and  he  would  like  to  say  that  be 
hod  had  in  his  colleague  one  of  the  most  loyal 
and  true  members  ever  God  made.  He  would 
al.so  like  to  say  that  during  the  whole  session 
neither  the  Premier  nor  any  of  his  colleagues 
had  asked  him  to  do  anything  that  he  would 
not  like  to  proclaim  to  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land. The  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
had  talked  about  the  Whips  going  round  and 
whipping  up  the  party.  He  would  appeal  for 
the  last  time  in  his  official  capacity  to  every 
-member  of  the  party  as  to  wnether  he  had 
-ever  appealed  to  them  to  do  one  thing  during 
Ihe  seEsion.  Whilst  treated  in  the  most  gene- 
rous way  by  the  leaders  of  the  party,  he  had 
not  been  treated  generously  by  some  members 
belonging  to  that  side.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  local  government,  it  must  take  pre- 
cedence during  the  recess,  and  he  hoped  the 
'Premier  would  do  as  suggested  in  regard  to 
-getting  the  measure  prepared  early,  so  that 
every  local  body  might  have  time  to  consider 
it.  And  next  year,  if  the  Premier  brought 
down  a  measure  that  gave  them  local  govern- 
ment, not  under  old  provincial  lines,  he  would 
have  the  whole  country  at  his  back,  and  a  tenure 
of  cfiice  such  as  no  Premier  ever  had. 

Mr.  SEDDON  complimented  the  House  on 
-the  last  debate  of  the  session.  He  felt  very 
great  pleasure  in  bidding  adieu  to  all  honour- 
able members,  much  as  he  liked  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Oh,  you  will  shortly  be 
visiting  every  one  of  us. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  no  doubt  the  honourable 
member's  district  and  he  himself  did  require 
looking  after.  With  regard  to  the  paper  deal- 
ing with  Samoa,  and  the  point  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti  as  to  its 
being  revised  by  the  Education  Department, 
he  would  not  for  a  moment  think  of  sending 
it  to   the  Boards   without  its  going  through 

12  SO  "'"  P^P^'  channel.  If  the  paper  was 
°  '  to  he  used  for  school  purposes  it  would 
necessarily  require  revision,  and  probably  cur- 
tailment, to  place  it  in  such  a  form  as  would 
be  advantageous  to  our  schools;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  Minister  of  Education,  who 
had  heard  this  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
the  desirability  of  our  children  being  taught 
more  about  our  own  colony  and  the  adjacent 
islands,  and  less  about  the  historical  wars  of 
foreign  countries,  which  were  of  no  practical 
benefit  to  them,  would  consider  the  suggestion. 
In  the  public  schools  too  little  was  taught 
with  regard  to  New  Zealand,  and  very  little 
attention  was  bestowed  on  the  adjacent  islands. 
This  colony  was  geographically  the  centre,  and 
Mr.  Lawry 


must  nltimately  prove  to  be  the  mother  oolony, 
of  the  islands  adjacent.  It  was  our  duty  to  look 
ahead,  and  provide  for  what  would  inevitably 
occur  in  years  to  come.  With  regard  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  members  having  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  adjacent  islands, 
tliere  were  times  when  Ministers  would  be  only 
too  pleased  for  members  to  take  a  trip.  He 
felt  that  what  the  Americans,  the  Germans, 
and  the  Mother-country  had  failed  to  do  in 
regard  to  Samoa  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
could  accomplish;  and  if  the  "Hinemoa," 
with  members  representing  both  sides  of  the 
House,  were  despatched  to  Samoa  a  solution 
might  be  evolved,  and,  no  doubt,  once  and  for 
all  this  difficult  question  would  be  settled. 
Something  required  to  be  done.  He  was  sure 
every  member  of  the  House  and  every  colonist 
must  have  been  extremely  pained  to  see  the 
use  one  of  Her  Majesty's  men-of-war  had  been 
recently  put  to  in  connection  with  the  trouble 
at  Samoa.  No  doubt,  what  had  been  done  was 
the  result  of  a  conference  of  the  various  Con- 
suls, but  it  had  been  very  painful  to  him  to  see 
the  course  that  had  been  followed;  and  that 
incident  proved  very  clearly  that  some  action 
was  necessary.  Representations  had  been 
made  from  the  other  colonies  and  New  Zea- 
land touching  the  matters  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  the  House  bad 
indorsed  the  course  the  Government  had  taken. 
They  had  no  desire  to  do  more  than  this: 
to  have  peace  with  our  neighbours,  to  see  that 
those  inhabiting  these  islands  were  not  hostile, 
or  in  any  way  inimical  to  the  social  or  physi- 
cal well-being  of  the  people  of  New  ZeiJaod; 
and,  in  respect  to  the  aboriginal  races  in- 
habiting those  islands,  we  could  do  as  mach 
for  their  protection  as  we  had  done  for  the 
protection  of  the  Native  race  of  New  Zea- 
land. He  saw  no  more  difficulty  in  settling 
the  difficulties  there  than  there  was  in  settling 
the  difficulties  of  the  Native  race  in  this 
colony.  The  islanders  were  a  race  that 
should  be  preserved,  but  it  would  not  be  in 
the  direction  of  preserving  them  if  the  conrao 
were  adopted  that  had  been  followed  in  many 
of  the  islands  during  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  and  accounts  of  which  appeared  in  the 
papers  before  the  House.  Honourable  meni- 
bers  knew  that  many  valuable  lives  and  much 
valuable  property  had  been  sacrificed  in  the 
manner  indicated.  With  regard  to  the  intro- 
duction next  session  of  a  Local  Government 
Bill,  did  those  honourable  members  who  ad- 
vised the  Government  to  introduce  such  a  Bill 
know  that  by  advising  the  Government  to  cir- 
culate the  Bill  during  the  recess  they  were, 
more  than  likely,  advising  a  course  that  would 
lead  to  the  absolute  rejection  of  such  a  mes^ 
sure  ?  That  was  what  would  probably  happen. 
It  had  been  said  that  we  had  too  much  govern- 
ment, and  that  the  number  of  local  authorities 
must  be  reduced  ;  but  when  a  local  body  found 
itself  threatened  with  extinction  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law,  the  members  and  officisJs 
thereof  would  bring  pressure  upon  the  member 
of  Parliament  for  the  district  to  oppose  the 
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measure.  There  were  nearly  twice  as  many 
local  bodies  as  were  necessary,  but,  if  a  mea- 
sure were  brou(;bt  in  to  reduce  the  number  by 
one-half,  there  would  be  sufficient  opposition 
on  that  score  alone  almost,  to  insure  its  defeat 
and  rejection. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  that  members  were  very 
strong  to-day,  but  if  they  went  back  and  told 
their  constituents  that  such  a  measure  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  that  the  Oovetrnment 
intended  to  introduce  it  at  the  commencement 
of  next  session,  they  would  probably  subse- 
quently admit  that  he  was  right.  That  was 
his  view,  and  he  did  not  think  that  he  was  far 
wrong,  as,  immediately  it  was  announced,  the 
secretaries,  clerks,  and  engineers  of  the  local 
bodies  —  the  noble  army  connected  with  the 
local  bodies — would  be  transformed  into  can- 
vassers against  the  Bill,  and  so  by  these  means 
secure  the  rejection  of  the  measure.  How- 
ever, he  might  say  he  had  some  knowledge 
of  local  government,  having  served  a  very  fair 
apprenticeship  in  it,  and  whether  he  would  be 
able  to  submit  a  measure  that  would  be  met 
with  general  approval  time  would  prove.  He 
assured  the  House  that  he  would  do  his  best, 
and,  if  he  failed,  he  could  not  help  it.  He 
was  pleased  to  see  that  what  had  been  done 
so  far  by  his  colleagues  and  himself  had  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  very  large  majority 
of  the  House,  and  he  thought  it  would  meet 
with  the  general  approval  of  the  country.  He 
had  been  rather  pained  to  hear  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Farnell,  who 
stated  that  his  speech  on  that  debate  would 
probably  be  his  last  speech  in  the  House.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  would  not  be  so.  There 
were  probably  some  honourable  members  who 
held  different  views  on  the  liquor  question  from 
that  honourable  gentleman's,  and  who  would 
probably  not  object  to  his  retiring  for  next 
session ;  but  he  had  always  thought  that  it  was 
well  to  have  both  sides  fairly  given  on  all  ques- 
tions coming  before  the  House.  In  respect  to 
such  matters  as  the  liquor  traffic  there  must 
be  a  give  and  take,  as  it  was  impossible  for 
any  one  to  carry  bis  own  views.  The  matter 
referred  to  —  the  Licensing  Bill  —  had  been 
the  only  matter  this  session  upon  which  there 
had  been  any  feeling,  and  he  would  say  to 
his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Parnell, 
and  to  those  members  of  the  House  who  were 
regretting  the  non-passing  of  that  measure, 
that  he  himself  deeply  regretted  the  Bill  not 
being  allowed  to  pass,  that  had  they  passed  it 
this  session  it  would  have  cleared  the  way  for 
the  Local  Qovemment  and  other  important 
Bills  next  session,  and  those  who  had  heard 
the  question  discussed  would  clearly  under- 
stand that  the  responsibility  for  the  failure  to 
pass  the  Bill  was  not  upon  his  shoulders.  It 
had  during  this  debate  been  said  that  the 
settlers  should  not  be  given  roads  and  bridges, 
and  that  it  was  undignified  for  Parliament  to 
discuss  such  questions;  but  all  he  could  say 
was  that  the  views  of  the  thinking  men  of  the 
colony  were  against  that  contention,  and  that 
roads  and  bridges  were  the  lifeblood  of  settle- 


ment, and  the  withdrawal  of  the  lifeblood  of 
settlement  was  detrimental  to  the  whole  colony. 
It  would  perhaps  be  much  better  that  Par- 
liament should  give  the  money  to  the  local 
authorities,  but  for  them  to  see  that  the  money 
taken  from  the  taxpayers  generally — from  the 
consolidated  revenue — for  this  purpose  should 
through  this  channel  be  well  and  wisely  ex- 
pended. But  what  had  been  the  case  in  the- 
past?  It  had  been  that,  whilst  Parliament 
had  sometimes  intrusted  moneys  for  expendi- 
ture to  local  authorities,  the  representatives  of 
those  local  authorities  were  looking  more  after 
themselves  and  their  personal  interests  than 
after  the  general  welfare  of  the  district  and 
the  larger  question  of  promoting  settlement. 
And  these  were  all  dangers  they  had  got  to 
face.  In  Parliament  they  had  representatives 
from  all  parts  of  the  colony  and  from  the  dis- 
tricts generally,  and  hence,  in  the  distribution 
of  public  moneys,  he  thought  it  had  been, 
generally  speaking,  shared  more  fairly  than  it 
would  have  been  had  the  moneys  bean  given  tO' 
the  local  bodies. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said,  at  all  events  that  was- 
one  of  those  matters  upon  which  they  would 
have  a  difference  of  opinion.  He  unhesitat- 
ingly said  that  what  had  been  done  and  what 
had  been  provided  in  the  way  of  promoting 
settlement  had  been  well  and  wisely  done,  and 
he  did  not  think  any  member  of  the  House,  no 
matter  what  his  opinions  might  be,  no  matter 
what  party  he  belonged  to,  had  need  to  b& 
ashamed  of  the  fact  that  he  had  had  to  do  with 
the  providing  of  money  for  roads  and  bridges,, 
and  the  promotion  of  settlement  in  New  Zea- 
land. He  would  finish  his  address  by  say- 
ing a  few  words  on  the  same  subject  as  that 
with  which  ho  commenced  his  first  speech  this 
session,  and  that  was  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Speaker.  He  desired  to  tender  him,  on  behalf 
of  the  House,  the  assurance  of  their  very  great 
confidence  in  him.  What  had  been  claimed 
in  nominating  him  for  the  position  he  held  had 
been  fully  verified,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be 
recognised  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  he 
was  expressing  the  opinion  of  all  when  he  said 
that  Mr.  Speaker  had  performed  his  duties  im- 
partially and  satisfactorily  to  all,  and  in  such 
a  way  that  every  member  haA  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  and  most  kindly  feeling  towards  him. 
He  would  further  compliment  the  House  on 
this  fact :  that,  although  there  might  perhaps 
be  a  little  adverse  criticism  with  regard  to  tu& 
proceedings  on  the  Licensing  Bill,  still  there 
had  been  nothing  done  that  any  member  of 
the  House  need  be  ashamed  of,  or  on  account 
of  which  he  need  be  afraid  to  face  his  con- 
stituents. That  was  very  pleasing  to  every 
member  of  the  House  ;  and  he  was  sure  it  must 
also  be  pleasing  to  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  and  to  all  concerned.  He 
moved  that  this  paper  do  lie  on  the  table  of 
the  House  and  be  printed ;  and  he  took  that 
opportunity  of  wishing  one  and  all  Good-bye, 
hoping  that  when  they  met  again  it  would  be 
in  the  same  kindly  spirit  as  that  in  which 
they  were  parting.   As  far  as  enjoyments  would 
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go,  he  hoped  all  would  be  spared  so  as  to  enjoy 
them.  He  woald  also  farther  take  the  oppor- 
tttnity  of  saying  that  if  anything  had  oocurred 
in  connection  with  the  business  of  the  session, 
and  which  as  leader  of  the  House  he  had  felt 
bound  to  press,  and  in  so  doing  there  had  been 
any  soreness  or  feeling  engendered,  or  if  any 
member  felt  aggrieved,  he  could  only  express 
regret  that  it  should  be  so.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  do  his  duty  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  faithfully.  He  probably  had  asked 
members  to  do  work  at  a  time  when  they  re- 
lented it,  and  would  have  preferred  to  seek 
rest ;  but  they  were  there  to  do  the  business  of 
the  country,  and,  now  it  was  done,  none  would 
regret  the  extra  time  devoted  thereto.  But  his 
colleagues  and  himself  had  in  view  very  neoes- 
•ary  work,  which  they  believed  to  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  The  House  had  re- 
sponded; and,  in  saying  Good-bye  for  the  ses- 
sion to  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  he 
at  the  same  time  tendered  them  hearty  good 
wishes. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPBAKEB  must  express  his  gratification 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  House  had  received 
the  remarks  which  the  Premier  had  been  good 
enough  to  make  concerning  himself.  It  was 
very  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  receive  that 
expression  of  approbation,  and  he  had  this  one 
hope :  that  the  feeling  expressed  towards  him 
to-day  might  accompany  him  for  the  term  of 
his  Speakership.  It  was  equally  creditable  to 
the  members  of  the  House  and  agreeable  to 
its  presiding  member  in  the  ohair  that  no 
occasion  had  arisen  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  the  powers  recently  conferred  on  the 
Speaker  should  be  invoked  for  the  quelling  of 
Mr.  Seddon 


disorder ;  and  he  hoped  that  there  would  always 
be  such  a  proper  feeluig  on  both  sides  that  the 
rules  to  which  the  old  members  had  been  so 
long  accustomed  would  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
serve the  honour  and  dignity  and  the  deooniB 
of  the  House.  He  thanked  them  all  for  the 
reception  they  had  given  to  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  the  Premier  with  regard  to  his  con- 
duct in  the  Speaker's  chair  during  the  sesnon 
now  closing.  In  taking  leave  of  members  to- 
day he  desired  to  express  his  sincere  hope  of 
meeting  all  his  brother  members  in  this  Hooie 
in  1895. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That   the  House  do 
now  adjourn  until  this  day  week. 

The  House  divided. 


Aybb,  24. 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Seddon 

Gad  man 

Houston 

Tsuiaer 

Camcross 

Mackintosh 

Thompson 

Oarroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Ward 

Collins 

Mills 

Willis. 

Guinness 

Newman 

TOUn. 

Hall 

Pinkerton 

Morrison 

Harris 

Reeves 

Stevens. 

Heke 

Noss,  14. 

Duncan 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Green 

MoOowan 

Steward. 

Hall-Jones 

McKensie,  R 

Teller*. 

Kelly,  W. 

O'Regan 

Buick 

Iiamach 

PJrani 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for, 

10. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House 

adjourned  at 

seven  minutes  to 

one  o'clock  p. 

m. 

END  OP  EIGHTY-SIXTH  VOLUME. 


By  Autbority:  Sakubl  Costali^  Government  Printer,  WelUagtrau 
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